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ELITE 4500 
4-16x50 MULTI-X

• Fully multi-coated optics.

• Ultra wide band coatings.

• Produces optimum brightness and
true colour.

• EXO barrier–hydrophobic coating is
the new generation of rain
guard coatings.

• One piece argon-purged, aircraft
grade 30mm, aluminium tube.

• IPX7 water proof, fog proof and
shock proof.

Fast focus eyepiece

Magnification ring

Capped elevation turret

30mm tube

50mm objective

Exo barrier fully  
multi-coated optics

Side focus / Parallax adjustment
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THE .277 FURY
The US military has adopted a 
new 6.8x51mm cartridge and  
it’s going to become incredibly 
popular among sporting shooters. 
Just like the .30-06, .308 and .223 
before it, the .277 Fury will be 
ubiquitous. And it brings true 
innovation with it in the form of  
a hybrid casing made from steel 
and brass, although it’s likely 
all-brass cases will also be 
common. The Fury operates  
at a huge 80,000psi chamber 
pressure, meaning we’ll need 
beefed-up rifles to handle it, but 
the reward is a highly efficient 
cartridge firing a 135gn projectile 
at over 3000fps!

A hunt for tahr bulls in New 
Zealand’s high country is one of the 
most adventurous and challenging 
pursuits you can take on. Veteran 
hunter Tony Kamphorst brings you 
the highs and lows of it on page 16. 
Cover photo by Tony Pizzata.
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR

Before he could carry this rifle in Far North Queensland, Mick had to carry it 
through major airports. He survived to tell the tale!
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Gear Guide:
• Ascent rapid lace boots
• Ascent softshell jacket
• Stealth trousers
• Kahu Bino harness

HUNT.
EXPLORE . 
LIVE.

Proudly distributed by O
utdoor Sporting Agencies

w
w

w
.osaaustralia.com

.au

ridgelineclothing.com.au
BUY INSTORE AND ONLINE



RESPECT
HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local Crimson Trace Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

For more than 25 years, Crimson Trace has been an industry leader in aiming solutions. Through user-innovation 
and patented products, CT has pushed the envelope to create best-in-class gear for our Advocates.
Those shooters who have an obsession for best-in-class Coveted Gear.

THE  BREAKDOWN



The Crimson Trace® Hardline™ optics are designed with the 
tactical, competition, and target shooter in mind. The line features 
aerospace-grade 1” and 30mm maintubes, illumination options, Mil and 
MOA reticle options, and first and second focal plane options. 

The Crimson Trace® Brushline™ dedicated hunting optics have 
been purposefully built from the ground up. The line features 
aerospace-grade 1” and 30mm maintubes that are lightweight, durable, 
and reliable.

OPTIC OF THE YEAR

2022
A M E R I C A N  R I F L E M A N

GOLDEN

AWARD
BULLSEYE

All Crimson Trace®  scopes are engineered to withstand the most abusive and 
extreme conditions. Every CT scope has these best-in-class features. 

Get the precise bullet drops for your ammunition 
and atmospheric conditions using the FREE Crimson 

Trace® Ballistic Calculator.

We back our scopes with an unbreakable 
LIFETIME WARRANTY. Crimson Trace® will 

replace a damaged product at no charge to you—whether 
you are the original owner or not.

No proof of ownership. - No warranty cards. - No time limits.

It’s THAT simple.

L E A D E R S  I N  F I R E A R M S  O P T I C S

When your hunt is on the line...
                HUNT THE

When you draw the line...
           DRAW THE
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Varmint load for the 
.270 Winchester

.220 Swift vs .220 
Rocket

TECHNICAL ADVICE FROM THE GURU – BY NICK HARVEY

Letters containing questions for answering by Nick Harvey must be accompanied by a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
Mail your letters to: The Technical Editor, 3 Reef Street, Hill End, NSW 2850.



SURGICAL PRECISION
FOR THE MODERN HUNTER
TIKKA T3x SPECIAL AUSTRALIAN EDITION WILD BOAR

Designed in Australia for the demanding Australian environments.

Boasting the same 10-round, dual stack magazine from the T3x CTR with a lite profile 

and fluted barrel, the T3x Wild Boar is the perfect hybrid.  A lightweight stalking rifle 

with an impressive magazine capacity and fantastic additions, including; a fluted bolt, 

second magazine and a 14x1 thread for securing your favourite accessories.

Orange grip/fore-end included as standard, or for those wanting a more subtle 

approach a black grip and fore-end is also included in the box.

RRP $2,619

Proudly distributed by
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Mauser 98 safety lug

Issues with the .308 
and 7.62x51mm King among rimfires fi

RIGHT: The Weatherby Mark XXII was 
designed to be a matched pair with 
either the De-Luxe walnut-stocked 
Mark V or Vanguard centrefires.
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Walnutty confusion

Remington Model 798 
no mystery

Pressure rings are 
normal

.338 Marlin Express  
for sambar

fi

Walnut is walnut but the 
various species names generally 

indicate its place of origin.



INTRODUCING THE NEW

AVAILABLE NOW AT ALL LEADING RETAILERS AUSTRALIA WIDE

223 REM - 60GR EPN

SPEED:
3,215 FPS

ENERGY:
1,381 FOOT POUND

PRESSURE:
62,366 PSI

ITEM CODE:
70565700

PROJECTILE:
60 GR Expansive 
Polymer Nose (EPN)

SIZE:
50 BULLETS 
PER BOX
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PHOTOS BY TONY KAMPHORST AND JEFF BORG

Tony’s big bull,  
taken in rough terrain.
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 Hanging out 
for the sun’s 

warmth on a cold 
morning!

  Hauling a pack 
in tahr country 

is hard work.

A bull keeps 
watch on a 

distant ridge.
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fl

Jeff climbs  
the ridge 

behind camp.

 Jeff’s chamois 
taken on the 

last morning.

Unloading the 
chopper with 

a week’s worth of 
food and gear.



SEE THE UNSEEN

 GEN. II
SMART & 
INDIVIDUAL

SWAROVSKI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
1/4D Huntley Street, Alexandria NSW 2015, Australia

Tel.: +61 (02) 8345 7228, Fax: +61 (02) 9313 6506, optik.sia@swarovski.com, www.swarovskioptik.com

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SWAROVSKI OPTIK
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS
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 A bull makes 
his way back 

into the rocky 
bluffs.

 Pushing back 
to camp in a 

snow storm.

 Jeff’s tahr had 
a great coat.
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BERGARA B-14 BMR BY NICK HARVEY 
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ABOVE: Both Bergaras have 
good-looking, well-shaped stocks 
that are easy to hold steady offhand 
and in other hunting positions.

fi

fi



The BMR stock has simple, 
classic styling with a high, 
straight comb that slopes 
upward toward the butt to 
support the shooter’s cheek.  
A gently curved pistol grip 
with a circumference of 
134mm is a perfect fit for my 
small hand and the base of my 
thumb fits comfortably into a 
dish in the nose of the comb. 
The forend is not too thin, nor 
too thick, and is more rounded 
than flat on the bottom. Hence it 
is comfortable to grasp in the 
offhand position, making the 
rifle easier to hold steady. 
Moulded stippled panels front 
and rear replace checkering but 
add only minimal grip purchase.

Stock furniture consists of a 
pair of swivel bases and 
Bergara’s Inflex recoil pad. The 
soft recoil-absorbing buttpad 
isn’t really needed on a rimfire 
but it is a welcome addition.

The slab-sided receiver has a 
length of 163mm and has 
girder-like strength; the 
sidewalls are 8mm thick on 
both sides of the magazine well 
and the recoil lug is an integral 
part of the receiver ‘ring’ which 
has a hole in the right side to 
vent any escaping gas — a rare 
event with modern rimfire 
cartridges, with the possible 
exception of the .17 HMR.

Instead of using the trigger 
sear as the bolt release, 
Bergara has gone one better 
and incorporated the same 
rocker-type bolt release it uses 
on its centrefire rifles, in 
which a spring-loaded steel 
lug engages a slot machined in 
the left side of the bolt body. A 
flat section milled out on the 
left side of the action carries 
the Bergara name and logo.

The loading and ejection 
port measures 42.28mm long 
with a width of 10.38mm and 
the opening for the magazine 
is 44mm long. The top of the 
receiver is rounded and the 
rifle comes with a picatinny 
rail 126mm in length which 
extends out over the chamber 
section of the barrel. This rail 
allows plenty of latitude when 
attaching a pair of ring 
mounts, and adjusting eye 

relief is less of a chore.
This robust rimfire action, 

then, appears to be more or less 
a miniature version of Bergara’s 
B-14 centrefire action.

The bottom ‘metal’ is black 
polymer and incorporates the 
trigger guard, magazine well 
and magazine release. The 
unit is held to the barrelled 
action by a pair of screws; the 
front one threads into the 
recoil lug and the rear one into 
the stiff rear tang.

The Bergara Performance 
Trigger is an unusual 
refinement to find on a rimfire 
rifle. It is the same single-stage 
unit with integral two-
position safety that graces the 
company’s centrefire rifles.  
A knurled push-button on the 
right side of the tang allows 
the bolt to be opened to clear a 
live round from the chamber 

The Bergara Performance 
Trigger is an unusual 
refinement to find on a rimfire 
rifle, the same unit that graces 
the centrefire rifles.”

1

SPECS

PRODUCT 
REVIEW

Bergara Micro Rimfire
Manufacturer: Bergara, Spain

Action type: Bolt-action 
repeating rimfire rifle

Calibres: .17 HMR, .22 Long Rifle, 
.22 WMR

Receiver: 4140 chrome-moly 
steel

Stock: Synthetic. Carbon black 
with white flashes; steel grey 
with black flashes

Barrel: Carbon-fibre; 4140 steel; 
six groove, 1:16” R/H twist

Magazine: Detachable, comes 
with a 5-shot and a 10-shot

Trigger: Bergara Performance 
Trigger; single-stage, adjustable

Sights: None; 30 MOA picatinny 
rail

Overall Length: 460mm  
(18” barrel); 920mm (20” barrel)

Finish: Matte blued

Price (indicative only):  
Carbon $1150; Steel $1000

Distributor:  
Herron Security & Sport,  
02 9417 3388, herrons.com.au
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 The Steel is shown taken 
down into its major parts.

Stock is synthetic, moulded to 
be a close fit to the barrelled 

action. Forend has reinforcing 
struts. 

The Bergara BMR’s massive 
rimfire action has an integral 

recoil lug and is fitted with the 
company’s Performance Trigger.

 The two BMRs are identical 
except for the barrels and 

stock colours.
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.22 LR Cartridge
Velocity 

(fps)
Average group 

(inches)

Carbon 
rifle

Steel 
Rifle

Sellier & Bellot Rimfire 38gn HV HP 1329 0.561 0.581

Sellier & Bellot Club 40gn Lead RN 1075 0.543 0.586

Fiocchi Match 40gn Lead RN 1157 0.526 0.562

Eley Tenex 40gn Lead RN 1106 0.325 0.424

Eley Edge 40gn Lead RN 1133 0.439 0.541

Eley Club 40gn Lead RN 1135 0.535 0.563

Lapua Midas L 40gn Lead RN 1110 0.556 0.588

SK Long Range Match 40gn Lead RN 1126 0.619 0.630

Dynamit Nobel R50 40gn Lead RN 1057 0.437 0.479

Dynamit Nobel Rifle Match 40gn 
Lead RN 1074 0.500 0.554

CCI Velocitor 40gn Lead HP 1442 0.828 0.879

Remington Yellow Jacket  
33gn TC HP 1526 0.757 0.782

CCI Mini-Mag 36gn Lead HP 1269 0.650 0.732
Measured average velocity for 10 shots over a Chrony chronograph at 3m. Accuracy is 
the result of five consecutive five-shot groups at 50yd from a sandbag rest. Temperature 
24C. Abbreviations: TC (truncated cone), HP (hollow-point), RN (round nose).

The BMR’s action includes a 
30 MOA picatinny rail to 

enable scope mounting.

 Steel has a Sightron 3-9x32 1” 
rimfire scope in DuraSight 

quick detachable rings making a 
well-balanced outfit.





fi
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 Adjustment dials are capped 
and graduated in increments 

of ¼ and 1MOA.

Eye relief is long and 
non-critical, which combined 

with a bright image gives superior 
performance.

SIGHTRON SI-HUNTER 3-9X32 RIMFIRE SCOPE BY NICK HARVEY
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 The SI-H 3-9x32 scope is 
better proportioned for a 

hunting rimfire than larger scopes 
intended for rimfire competition.

The power ring has a thumb 
rest. Focus is set by rotating 

the eyepiece, which has a lock 
ring.



www.nioa.com.au | www.adler.com

NM
D4

34

20  Barrel
Straight-Pull

Go the 

whole Hog 
with...

B220 12 GaUGENewNN

28  Barrel
Straight-Pull
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GARMIN RINO 750 GPS/UHF BY TONY PIZZATA

 Using the UHF radio, an 
excellent addition to the  

GPS functions.

Widgets make it very simple  
to choose between options  

for the Garmin Rino 750. 

 Peer-to-peer tracking shows 
you where your companions 

are, which is a benefit for safety  
in the bush.
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fi

 Marking 
waypoints  

on the Rino 750.

 Specific maps 
for Australia 

and NZ are 
available on the 
optional Garmin 
TOPO map SD card.



“ BEST OVERALL 
LONG-RANGE 
SCOPE”

For more information 
please visit 
horusvision.com.au

Horus Vision is a registered trademark of HVRT Corp. 

© 2022 HVRT Corp. All rights reserved.

Horus Vision products are distributed by the Lightforce Group of Companies 

PH: 1800 03 03 08

BY

Now available in Australia 

The Horus Vision HoVR™ system  

includes the 5-20x50mm FFP Rifle Scope, 

Weather Meter, and Laser Range Finder  

to help get you on target. The HoVR™  

rifle scopes are available with the  

following reticles: 

• TREMOR3™ 

• TREMOR5™ 

• H59™-MOA
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BY DYLAN SMITH

 A mature buck working his  
way through some pines.

 Dylan checks a camera, keen 
to see what it has captured.



S-TAC Series 3-16x42 & 4-20x50 

Visit a dealer near you.                                    herrons.com.au

Now available in First and Second Focal Plane
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BY GRAHAM PARK, SHOOTERS UNION





“We all know the pain of being unable to get that one elusive fox 
that just won’t play the game,” Cam Prescott says. “I’ve seen this 
vixen in the same spot about six or seven times over the past few 

months. She is always moving, doesn’t respond to the whistle and runs off 
in the scrub when we get within shooting range. The saying ‘cunning as a 
fox’ is this vixen to a tee.

“With a freshly sighted in .223 and a new whistle to the collection, I was as 
ready as I could be. My mate Sam saw her eye shine from about 400m back 
and the new whistle piqued her interest enough that we could slowly close 
in on her without scaring her off. We had a slight dip in the terrain to cross, 
over which we lost sight of her. As we came up out of the dip, she had 
started her escape but stopped at about 200m out, to the sound of this new 
whistle. It was now or never.

“A quick steady-up and a pull of the trigger dropped her instantly. The 
Fiocchi 50gn Polymer Tip did it’s job perfectly. Gotcha! I was bloody stoked 
to say the least.” 

Nathan Townsend came across this pig in Merrygoen. 
“Between having my annual boys’ trip to Queensland 
cancelled two years in a row, and the drought prior to 
that, this was the first pig I had managed to shoot in four years!” 
he says. “The .223 and the Fiocchi ammunition dropped him on 
the spot. It was great to finally break the drought!” BROUGHT TO YOU BY TSA  

Australian distributors for Weatherby 
Firearms and Fiocchi Ammunition
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*AVAILABLE CHAMBERINGS TO WINNERS INCLUDE 223REM, 22-250REM, 243WIN, 270WIN, 308WIN, 30-06SPRG, 300WIN.MAG. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

ENTRIES: please send your high resolution .jpg or .png image as an attachment to your 
email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size. For 

entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address.
PLEASE NOTE: this competition is not a game of chance. To achieve entry, photos must be submitted to the satisfaction of the Sporting Shooter editorial 
team. All entrants must be over 18 years of age and need to be suitably licensed as per individual state firearm regulations and requirements. The firearms 
will be issued to winners through licensed firearm dealers upon sighting a permit to purchase. Firearm industry staff, paid shooting publication 
contributors and staff are not eligible to enter this competition. For full terms and conditions please visit sportingshooter.com.au/wfphotocomp

With the basis of a cold hammer-forged 24-inch barrel, 3-position safety and adjustable Match-Quality Two-
stage Trigger, the Weatherby Vanguard S2 Blued Synthetic guarantees sub-MoA accuracy and user safety. The 
Griptonite® stock and Weatherby recoil pad makes for comfortable shooting and the hinged floorplate allows 
instant unloading. To be eligible you need to include a box of any Fiocchi ammunition in the submitted photo.

THREE MONTHLY RUNNERS UP 

WILL WIN A CAP AND 
STUBBY HOLDER!

VALUED AT $995

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Nadia Donato with a solid 
mountain boar taken recently 
with Fiocchi 150-grain in .308.
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“Over Easter we were 
fortunate enough to 
visit a friend in 

south-east Queensland and 
catch the very last of the roar,” 
Paul Lindenmayer says. “We 
only heard a couple of stags so 
spent our time watching hinds. 
Eventually the resident stags 
would be seen if we were 
patient enough. This was the 
best stag we could find and 
the 130-grain Fiocchi ammo 
did the trick. At about 200m it 
destroyed the front half of his 
lungs and he barely made it 
20m. It was a great weekend 
spent with my son and a 
couple good mates.”
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Ally nailed 
the wild dog 
from only 
40m with  
a single shot 
from the .22.

WIN VORTEX OPTICS!
Every published Hunter’s 

Diary entry could win one of 

three quality Vortex optics: A 

Venom 5-25x56 scope, a Viper 

PST Gen II 5-25x50 scope, and 

a set of Viper HD 10x42 

binoculars. Find out more at 

sportingshooter.com.au/win/

huntersdiary. All published 

stories win a Vortex blaze 

orange pack. To enter, write a 

story of 200-400 words with at 

least one high-resolution 

digital photo and send it to 

mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au.





HUNTING FACTS & FIGURES – BY NICK HARVEY
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 This buffalo was hit in the 
head. The bullet hit the brain 

and the bull dropped straight 
away, but there was no 
knockdown effect.

 This fallow deer was shot 
through heart and lungs and 

appeared to be knocked flat, but 
this resulted from destruction of 
vital organs rather than any 
knockdown effect by the bullet.
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A mature red stag requires at least 
1500ft-lb of energy and a well-placed 

top-performing bullet to score a clean kill.

The average wild pig is no giant, 
weighing an average 35-45kg. These 

three were not knocked off their feet 
when hit with 12-gauge rifled slugs.



308 WIN  
130 Grain

WITH DEVASTATING 130gr  
SPEER HOLLOW POINT

AUSTRALIA’S MOST 
POPULAR 308 WIN

www.nioa.com.au  |  www.federalpremium.comNM
D4

33



A hunter’s dream: looking into prime  
fallow country in ideal hunting conditions.

INSET: Michael with the trophy  
he worked so long to put on the ground.
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  Deer feed along 
the edge of the 

tree line, oblivious  
to the presence  
of hunters.

  One for the 
wall and one 

for the plate …  
in that order.

Michael’s 
trophy buck 

where it fell.

 Heading into 
the fog in 

search of success.
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If you’re going 
to sit and wait 

for them, you 
might as well be 
comfortable and 
steady!

  Processing  
the fresh,  

juicy venison.

Deer on a 
stick: how to 

eat well when 
you’re out bush.



Copyright © 2020 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.

T H I S  I S  YO U R  WAY  O U T

THE RUGGED GPS HANDHELD WITH INREACH® TECHNOLOGY 
READY FOR EVERY KIND OF ADVENTURE.

M O N TA N A ®  7 0 0 i
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A nice boar I took right on the edge of a wattle 
thicket as he sprinted for that thick cover.

LEFT: The towering remains of burned melaleuca 
bushes provide an effective screen against 

high-velocity projectiles but do afford the hunter 
a view across landscapes that were previously 
completely hidden by their thick green foliage. 

This is two years after the fires and the black 
stalks are still clearly visible and 10-12 feet tall.
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My cousin and occasional hunting 
buddy Andy with a nice boar he 

picked up just after we started hunting 
again. Note the multitude of dead stems 
behind him, which make a fantastic 
habitat for spiders to tether their webs 
between.

The understorey completely 
obliterated, I wondered where the 

animals found shelter for the months  
after the fires.

 A nice boar on a trail camera 
heading back to a neighbouring 

property with an unburned patch of 
scrub. Despite my attempts, he and I 
failed to meet up until my son came 
home from overseas.

Fire-hardened dead stalks can be 
like Burmese tiger traps for unwary 

hunters, slipping effortlessly through 
the soles of your hunting boots.
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PROTECT YOUR HEARING

The leaders in hearing protection for shooters since 1988

CENS Digital custom electronic 

when sound is detected above 
81dB then sound returns when it’s 

modes for all disciplines of 

True custom made shooters 

made on the spot & ready the 

Removes background noise & 

Ph: (07) 3820 2533 
Email: info@earmold.com.au
Web: www.earmold.com.au
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  Corben takes 
aim at a pig 

half obscured by 
dead bushes.

  Damp, bare 
earth is great 

for spotting recent 
animal activity.

The remains  
of a huge log  

is not much more 
than a ghostly 
shape on the 
scorched earth  
a few months  
after the fires.



SEE THE UNSEEN

Z8i 3,5-28x50 P
APPROACHING 
DISTANCE

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SWAROVSKI OPTIK
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS

SWAROVSKI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
1/4D Huntley Street, Alexandria NSW 2015, Australia

Tel.: +61 (02) 8345 7228, Fax: +61 (02) 9313 6506, optik.sia@swarovski.com, www.swarovskioptik.com
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  Two sows and a group of piglets  
I collected with my trusty under/over 

Huglu 12-gauge while exploring a 
narrow gully bordered on each side  
with extremely thick regrowth.

The boar from the game camera 
photo that my son Corben shot within 

a week of returning from overseas — 
quite a decent tusker for these parts.

 The edge of one of the wattle 
thickets that have sprung up 

everywhere with animal tracks 
disappearing underneath.
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TOP: John created a good looking classic, including adding a 
No 4 style cheek riser. ABOVE: The Addley Precision mount 
for the old Lee Enfield action. RIGHT: Samara with her prize.
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The .303-25 
cartridge next 

to a .223 for scale. 
It’s firing an 87gn 
pill at 3000fps!

Samara with 
her accurate 

old BSA on one of 
the dams.

This custom 
Victorian-era 

rifle is shooting 
brilliantly as a 
sporting .303-25.



www.nioa.com.au   www.leupold.com

NM
D4

37

VX-FREEDOM
AUSTRALIA’S MOST 
RELIABLE 3-9x40 
NOW WITH CDS!

BE

(Custom Dial System)
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKET – BY TONY PIZZATA

fi
The new Kilo5K 7x25mm laser 
rangefinding monocular by SIG 
Sauer has a maximum reflective 
range of a staggering 5000 yards 
and includes the Applied Ballistics 
Ultralight app along with 
environmental sensors that help it 
calculate real-time ballistics 
adjustments. It supports BDX 
External (BDX-X) for connecting to 
Kestrel, Garmin and other devices. 
The second-generation LightWave 
DSP engine features new target 
modes: Extended Range (XR) and 
Fog Mode along with first, best and 
last targets.

The viewfinder has a segmented 
OLED display which provides range 

to target, elevation holdover and 
wind holds.

The Kilo connects with the 
BaseMap app to provide remote 
waypoints on ranged targets and 
can be fully configured with the  
SIG Sauer BDX app.

All Kilo K-series rangefinders  
use Bluetooth 5.x for multipoint 
Bluetooth connections and 
improved connectivity to BDX-
enabled riflescopes and sights.  
The Kilo5K comes complete with  
a black/grey carry pouch and 
lanyard.
Ask to see them at your  

local gun shop or visit  

www.osaaustralia.com.au.

When you purchase a pair of ZeroTech 
binoculars you also receive a 
protective, flip-top carry bag that offers 
protection for your binos when in 
storage or that can be worn over the 
shoulder when out for a walk. However, 
most hunters these days use a bino 
harness allowing quick access, 
protection and hands-free carry. To 
complement its new range of 
binoculars, ZeroTech now offers a 

protective bino carry bag and harness 
as an all-in one unit.

Lightweight and compact, this 
harness features the traditional 
crossover bino harness with four-point 
connection, and also comes with a 
separate carry strap that can be 
attached if and when you don’t want to 
use the harness. Simply remove the 
harness via the clasps and attach the 
shoulder strap or vice versa.

While quite compact in size 
compared to some, the ZeroTech bino 
harness still offers protective padding 
for comfort and protection, while also 
featuring a generous front zip-up 
pocket, two side pockets for perhaps a 
powder puffer, game caller or small 
torch and even a large mesh pocket on 
the back for other essentials like a 
licence, wallet or mobile phone.

Rugged and strong, the harness also 
offers magnet closure and fail-safe 
clasp, while the binoculars are attached 
by two quick-release points that secure 
them to the case. Well-made and well 
finished in charcoal/black with the ZT 
logo, the ZeroTech bino harness/carry 
bag retails for around $89.95.
Ask to see the range of ZeroTech optics 

and accessories at your gun shop or 

visit www.zerotech.com.au.

fl
As most will know, I use a German-made Blaser  
R8 straight-pull bolt-action rifle when big game 
hunting and have done so for many years. The big 
news is Blaser recently released a range of rifle 
scopes to complement its firearms, referred to as 
the Blaser B2 series. However, you don’t have to 
own a Blaser rifle to justify one of these well-made 
scopes. They have a 30mm tube and are an 
excellent choice on any firearm.

Blaser B2 riflescopes are available in 1-6x24, 
2-12x50 and 2.5-15x56. Featuring 6x zoom, all offer 
an illuminated 4A reticle in the second focal plane 
and are ideal for day or night shooting. Made in 
Germany, they are nitrogen purged and waterproof 
to four metres. They are of compact design, so they 
are purposely made to allow clip-on devices like 
night-vision gear to be adapted with ease.

Other features include Smart Lens Protection 
(SLP) hydrophobic lens coatings, 90mm eye relief, 
continuous variable adjustment of illumination 
intensity and lots more.
Ask to see the new Blaser range of rifle scopes  

at your local gun shop. Trade enquiries, contact 

Australian agent OSA Australia or visit  

www.osaaustralia.com.au.



The Next Generation of Thermal Sensors are
here and they are powered by ATN’s Obsidian LT core.

COMPACT AND ERGONOMIC 
SIMPLE CONTROLS

RESPECT
HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local ATN Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

PREY BEWARE!
2-8 THERMAL MONOCULAR
ALL NEW OTS-XLT

RRP $799

FEATURES
ZOOM – 2-8 

ULTRA LOW POWER CONSUMPTION

COMPACT AND ERGONOMIC — SIMPLE CONTROLS

BLACK HOT / WHITE HOT / 4 COLOUR MODES

SENSOR -160x120 px / 17 μm 50 Hz

SMARTRANGE FINDER

RECORD VIDEO

4 COLOUR MODES

ERGONOMIC DESIGN

LONG LASTING INTERNAL BATTERY

USB TYPE C

RECORD / CAPTURE / UPLOAD 
Record your Hunting Adventure with Video 
Recording and or Take Photos to bring 
your adventures back home to share with 
friends, family and on social media.

10+
HOURS OF

CONTINUOS USE



70 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ AUGUST 2022

fl
The Tusk fleece top is not only warm and comfortable to wear 
but is water and wind resistant thanks to a membrane that’s 
been added for use in poor weather conditions. Its black and 
blaze-orange finish makes it ideal for use when out hunting in 
areas where you want to be seen by other hunters but not the 
quarry. I’d expect it would be equally at home for farmers, 
tradies and other workers who require high-visibility clothing 
when working on-site.

Offering a classic fit, a half-zip neck opening and fitted 
hood for wet or windy conditions, this top is comfortable and 
allows plenty of movement. It is made from heavy-duty 
340gsm Southern Star fleece and features a separate flap 
and zippered chest pockets for essentials. Available in small 
to 5XL, the Ridgeline Tusk fleece top retails for around $140 
and is available though your local gun shop.
For further details or to see the full range visit  

www.ridgelineclothing.com.au.

TSA Outdoors has some 50 years’ experience in the optics industry 
and in recent years developed a range of riflescopes to suit the 
requirements of Australian hunters and target shooters. TSA 
wanted something that would withstand our Aussie conditions. In 
addition, it wanted to design its own range of riflescope reticles 
with unique features to benefit the Aussie market.

The result is ZeroTech and its Trace, Thrive and Vengeance 
series of riflescopes that cover all disciplines including hunting, 
target shooting and long-range shooting, in a large variety of 
magnifications, reticles and configurations. Add to this illuminated 
and non-illuminated scopes and the option of first or second focal 
plane models.

ZeroTech has now released a new range of binoculars to 
complement its fine range of riflescopes. An addition to the Thrive 
series, these binoculars are available in the choice of 8x32, 10x32, 
8x42 or 10x42mm and offer excellent clarity. Of roof prism design, 
they also feature fully multi-coated lenses, diopter adjustment, 
centre focus wheel and an ergonomic rubber coating for non-slip 
grip and protection from knocks and bumps.

Thrive binoculars feature a modern look and feel and come 
complete with ocular and objective protective caps, a flip-top carry 
bag, shoulder strap and unconditional lifetime warranty. Another 
interesting point that really impressed me with regards to all 
ZeroTech products is their exceptional packaging and presentation, 
which also includes setup instructions and even a QR code scan for 
an online instructional manual.
The Thrive range of binoculars retail from $240 to $300 and 

represent excellent value for money. Ask for them at your local 

gun shop or visit www.zerotech.com.au.



LUX
CZ 600

TRADITIONAL, EUROPEAN-STYLE 
CENTERFIRE RIFLE
The brand-new CZ 600 series features 
a number of unique, patented features

 CALIBRES: 
223 Rem. |  30-06 Spring. |  300 Win. Mag. |  308 Win.

 RRP:  $1995
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This British company has rapidly 
gained momentum with its 
excellent range of bipods, tripods 
and accessories. Its patented 
range of magnetic attachment 
systems is strong, lightweight and 
reliable, allowing you to attach 
these bipods to a rifle in seconds. 
Here’s a look at some of its range.

Javelin Lite

With interchangeable leg options, 
the Javelin Lite bipod is available 
in three lengths to accommodate 
shooters wanting a lightweight 
modular bipod that will serve 
multiple disciplines, from shooting 
on the range to hunting in the most 
demanding environments. By using 
high-grade carbon-fibre, the 
Javelin Lite weighs just 130 grams 
and does not compromise the 
balance of a rifle, making it perfect 
for hunters on the move, especially 
as it can be attached and detached 
in an instant using the Spartan 
magnetic attachment system.
• Locking cant facility for  

uneven terrain
• Track targets with the 

traversing function or use in 
locked target mode

• Interchangeable  
fixed-height legs

• Quick and easy to swap to other 
rifles using the Spartan 
magnetic attachment system

• Secure sling attachment
• Low profile adapter makes 

carrying a slung rifle 
comfortable

• Range of different accessory 
legs available to accommodate 
different shooting positions and 
terrains

• Supplied with classic rifle 
adapter kit to attach bipod

• Compatible with a full range of 
12mm Spartan adapters.

Javelin Pro Hunt

Carried off the rifle and attached 
in seconds, the Javelin Pro Hunt 
bipod is designed for hunters who 
need to cover lots of ground but 
be ready in an instant. Attached to 
your rifle using the Spartan 
magnetic attachment system,  
the Pro Hunt has lockable, 
extendable legs that are easy  
and quick to operate with a single 
hand. Hunters challenged by 
uneven terrain will appreciate  
the single-button Leg Lock-Out 

feature to open and close legs  
and ensure they stay fixed in  
the shooting position.
• Track targets with the 

traversing function or use in 
locked target mode

• Cant facility for uneven surfaces
• 7075 hard anodised aluminium 

and high-quality carbon-fibre 
for light weight and strength

• Modular design accepts a range 
of different legs for different 
shooting positions and terrains

• External friction lock design 
helps keep the locking 
mechanism out of the dirt and 
allows bipod legs to be adjusted 
quickly and easily

• Low profile adapter makes 
carrying a slung rifle 
comfortable

• Rubber and tungsten carbide 
feet for grip in different 
environments

• Quick and easy to swap to  
other rifles with a suitable 
attachment system

• Secure sling attachment
• Supplied with storage case  

and a classic rifle adapter kit
• Compatible with a full range of 

12mm Spartan rifle adapters.

Javelin Pro Hunt Tac

Carried off the rifle and attached in 
seconds, the Javelin Pro Hunt Tac 
features spring-loaded ratchet-
style tactical legs so hunters can 
quickly adjust the bipod’s height. 
The Javelin Pro Hunt Tac is ideal 
for hunters needing to travel long 
distances through woodlands and 
mountainous terrain; it quickly 
snaps into place with the Spartan 
magnetic attachment system  
and is easily swapped to other  
rifles, making it the only bipod 
you’ll ever need.

And when the time comes  
to take your shot, the single-
button Leg Lock-Out feature 
opens the legs and ensures they 
stay in the fixed shooting position.
• Track targets with the 

traversing function or use in 
locked target mode

• Cant facility for uneven 
surfaces, positions and terrains

• Low profile adapter makes 
carrying a slung rifle 
comfortable

• Rubber and tungsten carbide 
feet for grip in different 
environments

• Secure sling attachment
• Modular design accepts a  

range of different legs for 
different shooting

• Supplied with storage case  
and a classic rifle adapter kit

• Compatible with a full range of 
12mm Spartan rifle adapters.

Valhalla

Optimised to provide a light and 
incredibly stable platform for 
hunters and long-range precision 
shooters in all environments, the 
Valhalla bipod attaches to 
tactical-style rifles with Picatinny 
or M-Lok rails. It can be folded 
under the rifle or removed in an 
instant for storage and transport. 
With adjustment for cant, the 
height-adjustable spring-assisted 
tactical legs can be altered with 
one hand and deployed in seconds 
with five pitch positions.
To find out more about this 

excellent range of bipods,  

ask at your local gun shop or  

visit www.nioa.com.au.
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TECHNICAL TIPS & INFO – BY NICK HARVEY
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 A civilian version of the 
new SIG Sauer rifle is 

available at about $US8000.

True Velocity’s 
innovative polymer-

cased ammunition missed 
out on selection despite 
being a favourite contender.
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@sportingshootermag
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@sportingshootermag
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 SIG Sauer’s new military  
rifle is the XM5, while the 

commercial version is the 
MXC-Spear. 

The civilian ammunition 
developed from SIG Sauer’s 

hybrid case is called the .277 Fury 
and will initially be loaded with a 
150gn Nosler Accubond projectile 
with a BC of .5. Muzzle velocity is 
2830fps out of a 16” barrel and 
3120fps from a 24” barrel.

 The military has opted for the 
135gn FMJ projectile in its 

version of the .277 Fury.
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BY CHLOE GOLDING

RIGHT: Chloe, Uncle Craig and a 
memorable trophy worth preserving.
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TRADING POST

LOADING MANUAL
Comprehensive guide 350 + pages

with loading data for American,
European and British and Double
Rifle cartridges and the history of

Woodleigh Bullets and Hydrostati-
cally Stabilised bullets.

Compiled by Geoff McDonald,
Graeme Wright and Hans Bossert.

WOODLEIGH BULLETS

AVAILABLE 
NOW

Email Woodleigh Bullets on 
zedfield@iinet.net.au to order your copy
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John Starr has been out again nailing big pigs and sent in 
this beauty. “I was doing a salt-block run the other day 
and spotted this fella heading for the scrub,” he says. “I 
took a short cut, counting on him to take a well-used pad, 
and waited. It paid off, with the .243 dropping him in his 
tracks. It was a very quick photo session because he was 
literally crawling with ticks. No wonder the poor buggers 
are still wallowing in this cold weather.”



Garmin’s outdoor range features unparalleled 
innovation in hiking, camping and hunting tech  
in handheld or wearable configurations. Options 
span from navigation, communication, safety  
and tracking devices. Garmin also produce a  
range of bow sights with built in range finder 
enabling better shot placement. 

A Garmin eTrex 10 GPS Navigator will be sent to 
the best entry every month. Thankyou to Garmin 
for their support in sponsoring this page.

eTrex 10
The completely redesigned eTrex 10 retains the core 
functionality, long battery life and affordability that 
made eTrex the top selling handheld in GPS. Then we 
made eTrex tougher, simplified the user interface 
and added paperless geocaching for good measure.

Features include:

• High-sensitivity, WAAS-enabled GPS receiver 
with HotFix® and GLONASS support 

• 2.2-inch monochrome display
• User-friendly interface
• Worldwide basemap
• Supports paperless geocaching
• Spine-mounted accessories

a GARMIN eTrex 10  
EVERY MONTH!

ENTRIES: Please email your high resolution .jpg or .png pig hunting image as an attachment to the 

email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size.  

For entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address. A short explanatory sentence with the email is also needed.

TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF ETREX MODELS 
AND LOTS MORE, VISIT  WWW.GARMIN.COM
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This bacon is not so much 
busted as sprung! Gary Hall 
caught him taking a siesta and 
we’re pretty sure the busting 
came soon afterwards.



Focus on the hunt. 
Not your equipment. 
Maximum image quality. 
Minimum weight.

With the new ZEISS SFL binoculars (SmartFocus Lightweight), special moments can be 
experienced with ease. Optimized to be as lightweight and compact as possible, the SFL 
binoculars are a perfect addition to the SF family. 

The  ensures true-to-life color reproduction and the 
highest level of detail. Thanks to its  the focus wheel is perfectly positioned 
and enables fast and precise focusing – even with gloves on. The optimized ergonomics and a 
large exit pupil allow for a relaxed and undisturbed viewing experience and, with the lightweight 
magnesium housing, the SFL are durable and long-lasting over generations.

NEW: ZEISS SFL 40

Up to 30 %  

less weight  

than comparable 

competitors
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