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OPENING
SHOT

A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR

Valediction

For the best part of 15 years I have
been privileged to man the helm at
Sporting Shooter, but all good things
must come to an end.

MY life has taken me to vastly
different mini careers over 46
years, the highlights of which
were as an Army Officer,
Outdoor Educator and Student
Representative Organisation
XO and eventually to my
personal pinnacle as an Editor
for Yaffa.

I was totally green to editing
anything, very much learning
on the job and must say that,
without the guiding hands of
Tracy Yaffa, Tony Pizzata,
Nick Harvey and Doug
Nancarrow I could have sunk
without trace.

In a commercial space like
Yaffa Media, the management
encouraged relative freedom of
action, resulting in attendance
at great events, marketing visits
to our valued advertisers and
hunting with all manner of
people and in many terrific
locations in Australasia. As
long as I kept producing articles
and relevant editorials while

meeting deadlines [ was pretty
much left to paddle my canoe
—I had no need of extrinsic
motivation to keep producing.

The last two years, however,
have forced me to take stock
and consider more time with
family and less time devoted
to work, allowing me to be
extended in other ways.
Hence, my move.

Importantly, my most
gratifying and joyful time as
Editor has been in meeting
with, developing and just
plain spending time with a
team of writers who share our
vision of the outdoors and are
game enough to record it for
all to see. In no particular
order, they include Ted
Mitchell Snr and son Brenton,
Steven Spiekman, Michael
Cleary, Peter and David
Hughes (no relation), Brian
Boyle, Leon Wright, Goran
Pehar, Michael Gibson, Jared
Matthews, Dylan Smith, Chloe

Always stalk into the wind.

Golding, Martin Auldist, Gus
Plank, Gary Hall, Ken
Harding, Tony Kamphorst, Col
Allison, Alex Juris, Michael
Gibson, Zac McKenzie, Josh
Barnett, Reid Hjorth, Peter
Kennedy, Tim Blackwell, Brett
Beesley and Simon Munslow.
I will be making contact with
you all over time to personally
thank you. Literally hundreds
of hours of evening phone
calls took place with the
people on this list and I would
not swap one hour of that total
time with anything. If I have
omitted your name in this list,
please remind me.

Now it is my most pleasant
duty to welcome aboard my
successor, much like ships'
captains being exchanged to a
pipe. Mick Matheson is a very
highly accomplished

journalist who has edited
many titles over the years.

He lives in the bush, is a keen
hunter and target shooter,
while being able to drive any
motorised vehicle better than
anyone I have ever known.
You will have seen his articles
in Sporting Shooter.

For any of you who may wish
to contact me, I will leave my
forwarding details with Mick,
as we are in regular contact.
Always stalk into the wind,
wring every minute out of your
hunts and shoot straight.

MARCUS O'DEAN
Editor
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DEER RUT
HUNTS

Andy Kidner had well and
truly bedded down his state
forest fallow block and this has
led to success during the rut.

Our Fallow
Season

There’s something special about

watching a testosterone-fuelled
buck tearing around, thrashing
trees, chasing does and clashing with
potential rivals. It’s a sight to get
one’s blood pumping and knees
shaking with excitement. The rut - that time of
year every deer hunter has marked on their
calendars, counting down the days till it arrives.

MAIN: A buck in the rut sporting a majestic rack.

8 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ MARCH 2022




WWW.SPORTINGSHOOTER.COM.AU | 9



THIS year I'd taken a week off work
and organised to spend it in a state
forest with a group of mates chasing
fallow deer with the hope of finding
a mature buck. I spent the days
leading up to the trip anxiously
checking the weather forecast and
was pleasantly surprised to see
clear skies, minimal wind and low
temperatures predicted.

After meeting on the highway we
convoyed south and arrived at the
state forest just in time to quickly
throw our gear on and go for an
afternoon stalk. Michael and
myself opted to sit in the head of a
gully in the hope of seeing some
late afternoon activity while Alf
and Mick hit the river flats, but we
all returned to camp in the dark
empty handed.

That night while sitting around
the fire we discussed our plans for
the coming days and areas we
wanted to hunt the following
morning. Having spent the previous
few months doing scouting trips to

It sounded like we
had the dominant

buck just over the
next small rise.”

try and pattern the deer prior to the
rut, [ had a pretty good idea where I
wanted to concentrate within the
forest. Areas of good feed, cover
and plenty of sign from bucks
marking their territories. As I was
to find out the next morning
though, having a plan is one thing
but getting to follow through with it
was another.

We woke to a frosty morning with
temperatures almost in the negatives
and, after a quick breakfast, broke
camp. Alf and Mick once again
headed to the flats with Michael and
myself heading to an area that had

shown promise during prior trips.
After leaving the car on the side of a
fire trail and checking the wind, we
quietly made our way up to the top
of a ridge and sat listening for that
unmistakable sound of croaking
fallow bucks. Sure enough, a few
minutes after sunrise the deep
baritone noise echoed up the gully
with replies from a rival a little
further off. It’s truly a sound that
gives you goosebumps and gets the
heart thumping.

We started to slowly make our
way down the gully, trying to
pinpoint exactly where they might

10 | SPORTING SHOOTER _MARCH 2022



be, but with the thick underbrush _ i e O eegld ON THIS

and fog from the cold morning it ; o en 4 Eotwa i S - v SPREAD

was proving difficult. The two - T Sl ' oy Y Y st ot The end of a

bucks were obviously competing for | RS S 3 Ay Rz successful week

does and weren't shy about being e : P R 34 Fer o T I - Mgy hunting with good

vocal, but the sound was being ] N ES TN [ A RS ? mates.

distorted as it bounced around the : ' .

gully and they were covering buck. Note the

distance rapidly in their haste to ; f - . o, : damaged brow tine we

lock antlers. This game of cat and ST b\ T g = g rere W ; witnessed break during

mouse proceeded, with us trying to e - ; e e i A & e A the fight.

move in on their position until it : : T :

sounded like we had the dominant quality deer out

buck just over the next small rise. : 4 s, B Taen, there if you're willing
As we prepared to peek over the M, A AR T T LNg %’ T to putin the time

rise and hopefully locate our JER AT i NANRARRLM E A - ¢ ' : to find them.

WWW.SPORTINGSHOOTER.COM.AU | 11

A hard won mature

There’s plenty of




Getting a

caping
masterclass in
preparation for
itto be shoulder
mounted.

The long pack
out begins.

Broken tines

showing the
efforts these deer
go to during
breeding season.

The grin says

itall. Months
of preparation
lead to this
moment.

quarry we’d worked so hard to find,
the noise of a car drifted through
the gumtrees. [ felt a sinking feeling
in my gut as the noise became
louder until a convoy of four utes
raced past us on the fire trail below.
The two bucks obviously heard
them too and we just managed to
spot them as they hightailed it over
the ridge and crashed off into
another gully system.

With that area having been
disturbed by the cars and the wind
making it impossible to try and
cover too much more ground
without spreading our scent
around, we reluctantly headed back
to camp to try and salvage the
morning’s hunt with a new plan.
After consulting our topo maps we
decided to try another spot that
afternoon and see if we could doe
call a buck out of a heavily timbered
area that I'd previously seen heavily
used scrapes and rubs in.

On the drive we passed a
campsite with multiple hunters who
had been lucky enough to bag a few
deer, which were now hanging from
a gum tree. It seemed that the part
of the forest we had been hoping to
hunt was popular and I was starting

to think that we may need to
reconsider our game plan, based on
how much hunting pressure was
happening in the area.

Arriving at our new spot with an
hour till dark and set up in a
comfortable position with a view of
a small heavily timbered hill [ was
sure would be holding a buck.
Michael started to doe call and
within 15 minutes there was a
responding croak from the resident
buck. He was a ways off but we could
tell from the increasing volume that
he was heading in our direction, and
fast! We exchanged looks and
prepared to see what would emerge
from the tangled undergrowth.

The buck had zoned in on
Michael's seductive doe call and it
was sounding like he was about to
come into visual range when a
“BOOM” rang out. Our worst fears
confirmed that another hunter had
taken advantage of the bucks vocals
and managed to get a shot in before
we could. With other hunters in the
area we didn’t hang around and
headed back to the car shaking our
heads that the second hunt of the
day had been another disaster.

That night we discussed the highs

and lows of the day around the
campfire and revelled in the
experience of seeing these amazing
animals at the peak of their
breeding period. While there was no
doubt we were in the right area with
the amount of animals seen, we
decided to concentrate our efforts on
another part of the forest that, due to
the thickness of the bush and
distance away from any fire trails,
should see less human activity.

The next morning found Michael
and me leaving camp well before
sun up to try and get into a position
where we could once again listen
for the sounds of a rutting buck. We
pushed our way through chest high
kangaroo grass, clambered over
dead fall timber and up steep shaley
hills under the light of head torches
before reaching a spot I had marked
on my GPS months prior. We set up
and waited in the freezing morning
air for the sun to poke over the
surrounding hills and start to warm
our shivering limbs.

The morning came and went
with the only animals seen being a
pair of wallabies and a cranky-
looking wombat. The sun now high
in the sky we figured that any
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A convoy of four
utes raced past
us on the fire
trail below.”

chance of catching a buck moving
to its bed had long gone. With that
in mind, we started the trek back to
the car planning to have a bite to
eat, refill the water bottles and then

head out again in another direction.

As Irounded a burnt out tree I
heard an odd sounding “clunk”. I
stopped and tried to pinpoint
where it may have come from, was
it a falling branch or something
more? Again the same noise floated
up from the next gully over and
quickly rose in intensity. We
looked at each other as we realised
we were hearing the unmistakable
noise of locked antlers!

We moved into visual range while
they were distracted with trying to
dominate each other and were
rewarded with the sight of two
big-bodied mature fallow absolutely
smashing each other on a fighting
pad. Thrashed saplings surrounded

the area and the earth was torn up by
their hooves. They were absolutely
brutal in attacking each other with
no quarter given and we witnessed
the bigger buck flip his opponent
onto the ground, snapping off one of
his brow tines in the process.

As we were using trees and fallen
timber to cover our approach, they
were oblivious to our presence and
in the thick bush we managed to
sneak into 30 metres before a shot
presented itself. While they stood
preparing for their next assault on
each other, I put the crosshairs just
behind the bigger buck's front leg
and sent a 165gn Sierra GameKing
from my .308 straight through his
heart. He went 10 metres before
toppling over and expiring.

It was obvious he had fought hard
to maintain his position as the king
of this particular area from the
broken points and scars on his face.

This was by far my personal best
fallow and it made all the scouting
trips, early mornings and hours spent
in the car worthwhile. It’s a truly
humbling experience to witness the
strength, speed and power of these
animals when they’re competing for
females and so, to take a mature buck
out of a state forest in some difficult
conditions and terrain, makes it so
much more special.

After the long pack out with all
the meat, skin and antlers we drove
back to camp that evening and
enjoyed a well-earned beer around
the fire. We spent the next few days
in the bush watching the fallow go
about their courtship displays. Mick,
Alf and Michael all managed to take
very respectable hard-won trophies
and the stories from these
experienced hunters told around
the fire after dark made this a trip I
won't be forgetting in a long time. G4
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TECHNICAL ADVICE FROM THE GURU - BY NICK HARVEY

Letters containing questions for answering by Nick Harvey must be accompanied by a stamped self-addressed envelope.
Mail your letters to: The Technical Editor, 3 Reef Street, Hill End, NSW 2850.

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Did Victoria’s
Barasingha Survive?

I read your article

entitled Mysterious Deer
At Eagle’s Peak in an old copy
of Sporting Shooter I was
given recently with great
interest. About ten years ago I
disturbed a large dark-
coloured stag which let out a
loud scream before running
off. He had a stockier build
than a sambar. His antlers
resembled a sambar’s, but had
two more points. But the
feature I noticed most was the
neck of the stag had a mane
like a horse. Before I could get
a shot at him he ran off, but
he was light yellow under his
tail. After reading your
article I believe the animal

ComEaring Trajectory
And Energy

I have a Kimber Classic

Select in .25-06 which I've
had long throated and I'm
using your loads with WMR
powder and the 100gn Barnes
TSX and 110gn Hornady ELD-X
bullets. The muzzle velocity is
3390 and 3330 respectively.
Again on your advice, I have
both loads zeroed at 275 yards
but I would like to know how
much energy each bullet has
remaining at 300 and 500 yd.,
together with drop figures at
each distance? Also, could you
tell me how the .25-06 energy
and trajectory figures compare
with your loads for the 26
Nosler?

Jason Anderson

With both the 100 and

110gn bullets are zeroed
at 275yd. they land 2.30” high
at 100yd. and drop 1.45” at
300yd., 26” and 24” at 500.

may have been a barasingha.
What do you think?
Samual Walters

[ was gratified to hear of

your sighting of a
barasingha as I had begun to
think they may have died out
or been bred out, but while
sambar hinds will associate
with barasingha, sambar stags
never do. This may be why
they may still roam the
Victorian alps to this very
day. The stag you saw appears
to be identical to the one I saw
over 50 years ago at Eagle’s
Peak. According to Arthur
Bentley “liberations took
place in the mountainous

Energy remaining at 500yd. is
1024 ft/1b for the 100gn Barnes
and 1321 for the 110gn ELD-X.
The figures for the 26 Nosler
are not much different: with
both the 120 and 130gn Barnes
bullets leaving the muzzle at
3478 fps and 3418fps and
zeroed for 300yd., energy at
300yd. is 1938 and 1969 ft/Ib
dropping to 1331 and 1332 ft/
lb. at 500yd. For long range
work the 142gn ABLR leaving
the muzzle at 3280fps actually
shoots flatter - dropping 20” at
500yd. and delivering 2151 ft/
lb of energy. So, if you want to
get the best performance out of
a large-cased 6.5mm, it’s
necessary to go to a heavier
bullet which has greater BC, in
the case of the 142gn ABLR
.719 against .363 and .361 for
the lighter Barnes bullets. The
.25-06 is a fine all around
cartridge, but there’s no
substitute for cubic capacity in
a cartridge case.

This photo of a Barasingha doe taken in
horse-like mane and rounded ears.

parts of Gippsland and some
years later they had
penetrated deeply and thrived
to a limited degree.” After my
article appeared a hunter
from Victoria sent me a photo

Burgeoning Popularity
of The 6.5mm Calibre

It seems to me that the

spotlight was focused on
the 6.5mm calibre back in
the late 1950s when there
was an influx of surplus
6.5x55mm Finnish Model
1896 Mauser rifles. In the
ensuing years many
American and European
commercial rifles have been
chambered for the Swede.
But in the last few years the
demand for 6.5s seem to have
gone wild. What do you
reckon is the reason for this
6.5 mania?
Simon Dempster

I agree that the

introduction of so many
6.5 cartridges is surprising.
It started with the .264 Win.
Mag in 1958 followed by the
6.5 Rem. Mag. in 1966.
Neither one did much good,
nevertheless in the last two

Victoria shows the species

of a barasingha hind. He
didn’t say where it was taken,
but I lost his email address
and haven’t heard from him
since. If he reads this I'd like
to hear from him again.

decades additions to the
factory 6.5s include the .260
Rem., 6.5 Grendel, 6.5
Creedmoor, 6.5-284 Norma,
6.5-06, 26 Nosler, 6.5
Weatherby, 6.5 PRC, and
Weatherby 6.5 RPM. But the
wildcat 6.5 WSM and 6.5
STW have a few followers.
Of course, there are a few
oldtimers still in use: rounds
like the 6.5x54 M-S, 6.5x50
Arisaka, 6.5x52 Carcano see
use in military rifle
competition, and many
European sportsmen swear
by their 6.5x57s and 6.5x68s.
The 6.5s didn't become
popular overnight and it
took a number of years for
the 6.5 Creedmoor to take
off. Some trends in
cartridges and firearms are
hard to explain, but I think
hunters like the 6.5s for their
ranging ability coupled with
light recoil that makes them
more pleasant to shoot.

14 | SPORTING SHOOTER _MARCH 2022



SWAROVSKI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
1/4D Huntley Street, Alexandria NSW 2015, Australia
Tel.: +61 (02) 8345 7228, Fax: +61 (02) 9313 6506, optik.sia@swarovski.com, www.swarovskioptik.com




¥y | ASK THE

-..E'.f.*'_ 3

e

L

.

Rossi Rio Grande has a solid-top receiver and side ejection copying the

Marlin's time-proven Model 336 design.

.223 Remington and
5.56mm Chambers
Are Different
I have been given some
5.56 NATO ammunition
which I want to shoot in my
Howa 1500 .223 Remington.
My local gun shop warned me
against doing this claiming
that the military stuff could
cause a blow-up. Is this true,
or do they just want to sell me
factory ammo?
Justin Devlin

Your local gun shop is

only thinking of your
welfare and gave you valuable
advice. The .223 and 5.56
NATO are not fully
interchangeable. Externally
the two cartridges look
identical, but 5.56 pressures
are measured one millimetre
forward of the case mouth (in
the freebore area of the
chamber),while .223 pressures
are traditionally measured on
the case body. In addition, the
.223 chamber has a shorter
throat, with the leade being
cut at 3 degrees. The 5.56 has a
longer throat with the leade
cut at 1.5 degrees. This means
a 5.56 rifle can safely fire both
kinds of cartridges, but firing
5.56 rounds in a .223 chamber
can result in high pressures,
sticking cases, blown primers
or in an extreme case, a blown
up rifle. If I were you, I'd
definitely go and buy some

factory ammo from your
friendly gun shop. They saved
you from a possibly disastrous
experience.

Rossi Rio Grande
My local gunshop has a
secondhand Rossi Rio
Grande in .30-30 for sale at a
very reasonable price, probably
because most shooters in my
area are addicted to bolt
actions. How would you rate
the Rio Grande? Is it reliable
and accurate?
Owen Sanders

The Rossi Rio Grande

levergun is a Marlin 336
clone. It features side
ejection and a removable
Weaver-style base makes it
easy to mount a scope.
Removing a screw located at
the front of the lever allows
it to be removed from the
receiver. The bolt can then be
slid out of the action to allow
the bore to be cleaned from
the rear end. The rifle
weighs 71lbs., has a 20-inch
barrel and 6-groove right-
hand twist rifling. It is
stocked in walnut-stained
hardwood, and has a rubber
buttpad. The trigger breaks
cleanly at 4-1/21b and the
unit I tested punched 3-shot
groups at 100yds. measuring
2-1/2 inches. It’s not only a
good looking rifle, but an
accurate and reliable one.

ELD-X Bullets For Deer
I bought a box of 162 gn
ELD-X 7mm bullets for

fallow and red deer. I have

loaded some of these bullets in
my Kimber .280 Ackley over
62gn of RE-26 and velocity is
3010fps with 3-shot groups

averaging .75. This is 1.5

grains over what Hornady

lists a maximum, but my cases
show no sign of excessive
pressure. What do you think
of my choice?

Douglas Waters

Hornady's Precision

Hunting ammo is loaded
with Extremely Low Drag-
eXpanding (ELD-X) bullets
which are designed to give
controlled expansion at all
practical hunting distances.
The 162gn 7mm bullet weighs
near the the heavy end for the
.284 calibre, has the high BC of
.631 and is designed to hold
together when it sheds weight
during expansion. Out to
400yd., the thin jacket on the
bullet's nose peels back and
stops at the Interlock ring
ahead of the thick shank. Way
out yonder, past 400yd., the
bullet's Heat Shield tip drives
backward into the bullet to
initiate expansion and form a
large mushroom. Started out at
3010fps, the 162gn ELD-X
should retain over 2400 fps
and hit with over 2000 ft/lbs
of energy at 400yd.

Cut-Price
Modern Rifles

I note that there are a

number of rifles available
today which are strong,
accurate and affordable.
However, most of them do not
have controlled-round feed
which I am told is essential on
a big game rifle. Why is this?
Rob Burke

Today’s production rifles

are quite attractive in
terms of their price. Production
costs are solely responsible for
the absence of such things as
controlled-round feed, coned
breeches, integral recoil lugs
and long Mauser-type claw
extractors. Too, many have a
one-diameter bolt which is
bulky and heavy but easy to
machine, and a blanked recoil
lug sandwiched between the
receiver ring and barrel shank.
These new rifles are very
accurate, dependable and
smooth functioning, certainly
adequate for hunting under
normal conditions, as has been
demonstrated on countless
occasions, especially if the
game being hunted is not eager
to kill and eat you. I have
carried Remington 700 rifles
(which led the charge to
cheaper rifles) all over the
world and found they gave
completely satisfactory
performance even on
dangerous game.

Ruger American cuts cost by having a cylindrical receiver, one-diameter
bolt, recoil lug in stock and detachable polymer magazine.
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barrel and receiver finishes available.

Safety and Bolt Release

AVA"'ABLE IN , : At Ease. The XPR's two-position safety is convenient to

243WIN, 270WSM, 270WIN, 30-06SPRG, é operate with the thumb of your firing hand. The safety’s
design fully retracts the trigger from the actuator. But the

300WM, 300WSM, 308WIN, 338WM addition of the Bolt Release Button, just in front of the

safety button, puts you at even more at ease, allowing
you to unload unfired cartridges whiles the safety is on.

NOW ALSO AVAILABLE IN:

223 R E M & '- Inflex Technology
350 LEGEND _, ik vl o hchaoury whis sl 0cH

forces and pulls the comb away from your face.

WINCHESTER

WWW.WINCHESTERAUSTRALIA.COM.AU o @ O ‘,@ / n
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Scarce Mauser G33/40

I have been offered a

Mauser 98 action for a
custom rifle I'm looking to
have built. The owner wants
$400 for it but that seems a bit
steep for an ex-miltary action.
What do you think?
Raymond Barnes

The Czech G33/40 is one of

the most desirable Mauser
actions and is prized for its
superb quality and for being
more compact. It is eagerly
sought after by custom
gunsmiths. The G33/40 has
been trimmed down and has
lightening cuts. It was
introduced in the 1930's but
after the German invasion, Brno
manufactured the G33/30 for
issue to Wehrmacht mountain
troops. The metallurgy is
superior to that of the coveted
Argentine Mauser, and able to
withstand much higher
working pressures. If you don't
want thatG33/40 tell the owner
I'll give him $450 for it!

Heavy Bullet .224
Wildcat

The barrel of my .22-250

has lost its fine accuracy
after about 3000 rounds. It will
still group into one MOA, but
that mightn't last, so I am
planning to fit a new barrel for
a larger capacity .224 that will
handle bullets weighing up to
80 grains. My choices include
the .22-243 improved, .22-
6mm Remington and .22-284.

The case must have minimum
body taper and a sharp
shoulder. Although the case
might be overbore capacity, I
want to get about 3400 to 3500
fps from an 80gn bullet in a 26
inch barrel. Because I want to
use 80 and 90gn bullets, I guess
I'll need a 1:8 twist? Which
cartridge would you choose?
Stephen Ford

The .22-243 is easy to

make, but I doubt if it
would drive an 80gn bullet
faster than 3400fps in a 26
inch barrel. A problem with
the 22-284 is that cases are
hard to get, so I recommend
the .224/6mm Remington. It is
similar to the .224 Clark
except that it uses 6mm
Remington cases instead of
.257 Roberts cases. It is necked
down and fireformed to have a
30 degree shoulder and a body
that tapers from 0.471" to
0.429". In a 26" barrel it drives
the 80gn bullet at 3600fps and
a 90gn bullet to 3470fps. A
good powder for it would be
AR2213sc as the Clark gets the
highest velocities with H4831.
With the 80gn bullet work up
from 47gn to a possible
maximum of 51gn and 2 grains
less behind a 90gn bullet. I
have a hunch RE-22 could be
even better, but don't have a
rifle to develop any data with.
Use a magnum primer. I'd
choose a 1:8 twist to keep
those longsters travelling
point-on.

For prolonged viewing sessions a
roof prism binocular like this Leica
8x40 is easier on the eyes and
brighter and sharper than a pocket
size 10x28.

Choosing A Binocular
I'm in the market for a
binocular and have just

about decided on a 10x25

which is light and handy and
will fit in the pocket of my
jacket. Most of my hunting is
in mountain country for goats
and deer and I'm glassing
across wide gullies and open
mountainsides. What do you
think of my choice?

Roley Dean

I don't think much of your

choice! A basic optical
principle is that the higher the
magnification, the larger in
diameter the objective lenses
should be, both to allow
sufficient light to reach your
eyes and optical sharpness
(resolution). While some
pocket binoculars are well-
made, objective lenses 20 to
28mm in diameter simply
can't provide the brightest,
sharpest view. A 10-power
glass normally requires at
least a 40mm objective, adding
to the cost and size. Some
hunters find a full-size 10x40 a
little clumsy for all-around
use, but dropping to 8x allows
a smaller diameter objective
and overall size and weight.
An 8x32 has as large an exit
pupil as a 10x40 and plenty of
magnification for most
hunting. So instead of a handy
but inadequate 10x25, or a
more bulky, not so handy
10x40, you'd be better off with
an 8x32. Having said that, my
hunting glass is a 10x42 Leica,
but my mates show a
preference for the 8x42. Bear
in mind that for a 4mm exit
pupil you need a 28mm
objective in a 7x binocular,
32mm in an 8x and 40mm in a
10x. Anything smaller and
viewing in anything but bright
sunlight will be
disappointing.

Roof Prism Or
Porro Prism?

Having read some

features about binoculars,
has got me thinking that a
Porro-prism binocular may be
the best choice, particularly
since they seem to be a lot
cheaper than roof prisms.
Irarely ever see a hunting
article where the hunter uses
Porros. Why aren't Porros more
popular? Is it because roof
models are slimmer and
lighter? Or are the roofs just a
better glass when buying the
most expensive ones? I recently
had a look at two Porro models:
the Leupold BX-1 McKenzie
8x42 and Solaris 7x50 (real
nice, very sharp image). Are
these good hunting/general
purpose binoculars? What do
you think of the latest
improved optics out there? Any
comments on Meopta's Optika
6 series and Optika LR?
John Carter

Porro-prism binoculars in

general are claimed to
provide a sharper, brighter
view than roof-prism
binoculars of equal quality
and price. In fact, you can buy
a Porro-prism binocular that
equals the finest Roof-prism
binoculars in the world for
about two-thirds the price. So
why don't more hunters use
them? Three reasons: bulk,
waterproofing and ruggedness.
Having dog-leg barrels, Porros
are necessarily more bulky
than equivalent roofs, though
not necessarily lighter. It is
also difficult to waterproof
Porros, and even some of the
best are not. Also, Porros are
typically not so rugged as
roofs, because of the mounting
system for the prisms and the
hinging system between the
barrels. That is why, today, the
majority of binoculars are
roof-prisms. The Meopta
Optika 6 range have very clear,
bright optics and are
reasonably priced. Just now I'm
eagerly waiting to get my hands
on a Optika LR to review. &4
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"  LIGHTWEIGHT

German Strength,

Quality & Precision. STAINLESS

The Mauser M18 is now available in hard wearing weather resistant stainless steel. Perfect for those hunts that take you far from the
comfort of home, and into the elements. The M18 Stainless has the same features that have made the M18 so popular with rifle shooters:
A silent three-position safety, cold hammer forged barrel, ultra-robust synthetic stock with soft grip inlays, renowned MAUSER Steel
construction, 5-shot flush fitting magazine, adjustable trigger, and removable butt plate storage area.

RRP: $1,499
FEATURES

223, 308 Win, 30-06 SPRG, 300 Win, 6.5CM & 6.5 PRC

EBTEN 2.9kg Standard Calibres, 3.0kg Magnum Calibres

Cold hammer forged barrel,

BT Polymer w/Soft grip inlays. Removable recoil pad w/storage compartment
56cm/22” Standard Calibres - 62cm/24” Magnum Calibres

D EXI3 3 locking-lug action
RT3 Single Stage adjustable
ErZYITEY 5 shot flush fitting double stack magazine 5+1 (4+1 Magnum)

Surface Finish: JSUEIRIEES

DAS ORIGINAL

HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local Mauser Stockist at: n
=8 Www.osaaustralia.com.au L=




MAIN: A sizeable sow
with an enormous
litter of suckers, due
to a good season
providing abundant
food and water.

INSET: Robert Borsak
of the Shooters
Fishers and Farmers
Party, likes nothing
better than decking a
good boar.
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-- - e i b I eral pigs are probably
'1 . (1T : : ' yo vy Australia’s most
important game animal and
for farmers, one of our most
serious pests. On any given
weekend, let alone work days,
there are thousands, probably tens of
thousands, of keen hunters hunting
pigs with firearms, bows and dogs.

Scientific name and origins
—_ e TRy ST o ey of feral pigs in Australia

E ﬂ M : :- Bt il . FERAL animals are domestic ones which have

A i . S escaped or released into the wild and are living
more or less as a wild animal, or one that is
descended from such animals. The wild or feral
pigs we hunt in Australia are descendants of
various breeds of Sus scrofa, the domestic pig.
The interpretation of their scientific name is
pretty simple: Sus is Latin for “pig” and scrofa
means “breeding sow”.
3 s s : Records around Australia indicate the
L \: e N RS I R e SRS e presence of domestic pigs following the arrival of
& W S Lty B O B ey European settlers. Pigs were kept at settlements,
often unrestrained and in semi-feral conditions.

i 3 ’ Sps v ¥ LT i e i & T Vs ‘ JF s T From these areas they could readily escape and
o i - o . By g, S %8 v wander. By the late 1800s pigs had run wild and
s o e i R TR OB P LS Rl W B Sl AR had established themselves in all states, except
ey S R T TR : 3 = : 3 mainland Tasmania. it is possible that
o ey, TR & Tasmanian Devils prevented successful breeding
Dt B W of wild run pigs, as suckers are very vulnerable
o » ﬂa q_};{‘_. for the first few days when limited to the nests

“f} ‘g e built by sows when farrowing.



Characteristics of

feral pigs

Feral pigs are generally smaller
and more muscular than domestic
pigs. Black is one of the most
common colours, but you will also
get the odd white one, black and
whites, brown, and ginger as well.
A sow can have a litter with a
variety of coloured piglets. As part
of reverting to their wild boar
ancestors, piglets sometimes have
dark longitudinal stripes that
disappear as they grow older. Feral
pigs also have longer, larger snouts
and tusks, smaller ears, narrower
back and straighter tails than their
domestic cousins.

Female feral pigs can generally
reach 50-60kg and males 100kg.
However, this weight can vary with
favourable habitat conditions or a
sustained food source. The odd,
exceptional animal has reached
over 200kg in Australia. Now that’s
a lot of pig!

Feral pigs do not have a defined
breeding season and can breed at
any time of the year, although
breeding success depends on
availability of food. A sow may begin
breeding at six to eight months of
age. Around 112 days after mating a
sow can have up to 10 piglets in good
conditions. This is why populations
can grow so fast.

What do pigs eat? Well,
they are pigs, after all.
Feral pigs are opportunistic
omnivores, which means they will

eat nearly anything edible and some
things they eat are very dodgy
indeed! While succulent green
vegetation, fruit, grain, and a wide
variety of animal material such as
frogs, fish, reptiles, birds, small
mammals and carrion is preferred,
they love nothing better than
chowing down on a good feed of
maggots on a decomposing carcass.
They will also eat underground
plant material such as roots, bulbs,
corns and fungi. The requirement
for protein and energy is high,
particularly for breeding, successful
lactation and growth of young.

Habitat and distribution of
feral pigs in Australia

While feral pigs are very adaptable,
they need to live in moist areas that can
provide adequate food and water. They
also require enough shelter to protect
against extremes of temperature. In
particular, dense shelter is required for
protection against high temperature.
So, throughout Australia, feral pigs are
found in a variety of habitats that can
provide these requirements. These
areas include: rainforests, monsoon
forest patches, paperbark swamps,
open floodplains, marsh areas,
semi-arid floodplains, dry woodlands
and sub-alpine grasslands, native
forests and pine plantations.

Sign to look for

Pigs give away their presence by
rooting up ground in search of food
or knocking a carcass around to get
at the carrion or maggots. If you are

hunting an area and you get the
whiff of a dead animal, go and
check it out. There may be a pig
feeding on it or indication of recent
activity. You may decide to come
back to it on dark or next morning
to see if the pig returns. The depth
of rooting, size of rocks or boulders
moved to get juicy worms and grubs
underneath, as well as the size of
prints (plus dew claw imprints) will
give a good indication of the size of
individual pigs, as well as the
number that are feeding in an area.

In wet areas, you should be
looking for wallows and whether the
water is clouded up or the mud is
still wet. Check out the size of prints
and body imprint, there may a big
boar close by. Look at the trunks of
trees close by and see if a boar has a
had a rub after a wallow or gouged
the bark with his tusks. In hot areas,
look for beds under shady trees or
against stream or river banks in the
shade, especially if it is a damp
sandy area. If you are following
game trails keep an eye out for pig
droppings and how big they are. In
some areas, pigs have the habit of
chewing on grass seed heads and
discarding the chewed heads, maybe
it’s the pig equivalent of chewing
gum, so keep an eye out for this on
game trails!

Pigs — the game animals
for all seasons

One of the great things about
hunting pigs is that there are no
seasons or hunting restrictions.

A downwind

boaris
oblivious to the
photographer.
They have poor
eyesight.

Brian Boyle

with a gnarly
boar that fell to his
compound bow
and two-blade
broadhead.

A mid-western

NSW sow and
litter of varied
colours and
patterns.

Having a

hatchet handy
is most useful in
harvesting trophy
boars’ jaws.
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As long as you have the appropriate
permission or permit, you can hunt
them all year round and on private
property, you can hunt them day
and night (with spotlight or dogs).
NSW even has some State Forests
where hunting with pig dogs is
allowed at night

Hunting Methods

With pigs, it’s pretty simple - you are
either hunting them at their food
source, in their beds or, in hot dry
areas at water sources. Depending
on where you hunt and any
restrictions or requirements of the
landowner, you can hunt pigs by
stalking them, driving around in
vehicles or ATV’s and spotting and
stalking them by pushing pigs out of
cover to get a shot or to waiting
shooters if the shot can be taken
safely. You can also wait at swamps
billabongs, crops or pasture where
there is fresh pig-rooting.

Pigs have reasonable hearing,
probably similar to ours, fairly
ordinary eyesight, but a very keen
sense of smell, so a downwind
approach to feeding or bedding
areas is a must. Watching where you
step and keeping noise to a
minimum and using available cover
or simply just freezing when pigs’
heads are up is important.
Generally, it is not difficult to get
within shooting range with a rifle.
The fun really begins when you
want to close the gap for a close (less
than 30 metres) shot with a bow.

Gearing up for hunting pigs
The good news is you don’t really
need any special gear for hunting

pigs. About the only “pig specific”
gear you might consider is a small
light tomahawk. It is a handy tool
to have in the daypack for quickly
removing the bottom jaw from
toothy boars. A good pair of
binoculars help for looking across
swamps, into shadow under trees,
in scrub and under banks and out
across big cropped areas.

Rifles from .243 calibre up, with
good quality ammo are plenty for
handling pigs. A vari-power scope
with lower magnification is handy
for close in, as well as the longer
shots that might be presented.
Shotguns and slide or lever action
rifles are great for hunting pigs in
cover or along creek beds when
there are likely to be a number of
pigs in close proximity

Pigs are great sport when hunted
with bows. A bow with 501lb draw
weight is more than adequate. It’s
not about how much you can draw
back, but how accurately you can
place that arrow in the heart-lung
vital area. Also remember the plate
on a big boar can be 2 to 3cms thick
and be mud encrusted as well.
While there are a lot of
broadheads on the market,
simple, solid, razor sharp, two
blade broadheads are still the
best for punching through
the shoulder plates on feral
boars to reach the heart and lungs.

Take care when
cutting up pigs
Hunters need to be aware that feral
pigs can be hosts or vectors of a
number of parasites and diseases
which can affect other animals or

people. Potentially your health can be
affected through: contact with the
urine of affected feral pigs; handling
raw feral pig meat or by eating
inadequately cooked feral pig meat. An
easy way of achieving good hygiene is
by wearing disposable surgical type
latex gloves when removing tusks or
butchering a dead pig. Carrying a
small bottle of alcohol-based liquid
hand cleaner is also a good idea and
remember to clean up your knife
afterwards as well.

Now is a good time

to hunt pigs

So there you have an introduction to
the humble feral pig, Australia’s
number one game animal. The
widespread rains across Australia in
late 2021 will lead to a corresponding
rebound in the pig population. If you
haven’t hunted pigs before, now is a
very good time to start. 3
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Tikka T1x
Multi-Task

Rimfire

Shooters who want the best the
rimfire world has to offer have been
limited to very few brands until
now. The Tikka T1x MTR, a new
contender with many ingenious
features joins an elite group.

A manufacturer with a broad
product base, Tikka predates
its sister Finnish brand, Sako
by 26 years. After WW II the
two firms collaborated on a
bolt action hunting rifle. Sako
later acquired Tikka and by
1989 production at Tikkakoski
Works had moved to Sako's
Riihimaki factory.

In 2000, a new chapter
opened for Sako when it and
the competing Finnish
gunmaker, Tikka were
acquired by Beretta Holdings.
The resulting alliance
increased Beretta's portfolio
with a rifle component equal
in quality to its shotguns and
handguns. Rifle-making
technologies developed by
Tikka and Sako, combined
with those developed by
Beretta and their other partner
companies - Benelli, Franchi
and Uberti - has seen the
introduction of new Italian-
made ultra modern centrefire
rifles, the Franchi Momentum
and Benelli Lupo. The results
of this cross-pollination can
be seen in the creative stock
styling of these rifles which
can be attributed to the
creative fingerprints of the
Italian design firm Carl
Giugiaro which has designed
stocks for number of Beretta
firearms.

Outwardly, the Tikka T1x
MTR bears some resemblance
to the company's budget-
friendly T3x line. Stock shape
is the same as the synthetic
stock that's available on some
of the Tx rifles, the action
shares the same bedding
footprint as the T3x, the
trigger is identical to those
found on Tikka centrefire
rifles and the trigger plate has
the same dimensions. This
means that the T1x MTR can
share all the aftermarket
stocks, accessories and
triggers designed for the T3x.

Tikka's expansion into the
world of rimfire rifles and
chamberings then is not only
built to T3 specs, but borrows
some features from previous
Sako rimfires which included
the early Finnfire and later
Quad, a versatile gun with a
single receiver which accepts
quick-change barrels in four
rimfire calibres. Tikka's first
rimfire rifle then, a modular
design clearly lives up to
Tikka's reputation for quality
and accuracy is being made in
Finland and imported by
Beretta Australia.

Shooters will be excited
because Tikka rifles have
always been famous for their
quality and accuracy. The T1x
MTR (Multi-Task Rimfire) is

being marketed as a small-
game hunting rifle, and at first
glance the rifle could easily be
mistaken for one of its T3 big
brothers - it's full man-sized
and has the same heft.

The T1IX MTR has a
machined steel receiver
finished in matte black. The
flat-sided receiver has angled
sides on the exterior like the
Browning A-Bolt and a
rounded bottom with a long
flat machined full length. The
rounded top is cut with an
11mm dovetail which accepts
both Burris and Sako rings.
There is no provision for iron
sights. Held in the stock by
two hex- headed screws, one

just in front of the floorplate
and the other behind the

trigger guard bow, the receiver
is a close fit in the injection
molded synthetic stock.

The stainless steel bolt is left
in the white and has two
locking lugs at the rear. One is
the root of the bolt handle,
while the other locks into a
recess in the left-hand receiver
wall. The stem of the handle is
dished at the top to help clear
the eyepiece of a low-mounted
scope. Travel is short and
cartridges fed smoothly when
I worked the bolt as fast as I
could. A large round elastomer
(synthetic rubber) bolt knob
with a diameter of 14mm
resembles a golf ball.

The bolt release lever is
located on the left-hand side of
the receiver bridge. Depressing
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the lever's grooved rear end
allows the bolt to be
withdrawn for cleaning or
inspection.

The Tikka T1x bolt which
resembles that of the Sako
Quad, is assembled in two
pieces and pinned together.
The front section copies the
familiar half cutaway rimfire
design and houses a substantial
single extractor. The footprint
may be the same length as the
T3x, but bolt lift is a short 45
degrees and bolt travel is a
short 1.5 inches, exactly what
you'd expect from a rimfire.

The ejector is a spring steel
wire that runs at an angle
along the lefthand wall of the
receiver and is aligned with a
cutout in the side of the

ejection port. This feature,
copied from the Sako Quad, is
intended to eject cartridges of
different lengths. The T1X
MTR is available with a 20" or
16" barrel in .22LR and

.17 HMR, with twist rates of
1:16.5 and 1:9 respectively.

The T1Xs fire control
system is a good one: a
two-position safety button on
the righthand receiver wall
just behind the bolt handle.
Rocked fully to the rear it
blocks movement of the trigger
and the striker. Additionally,
the bolt cannot be opened
with the safety engaged.
Pushed fully forward in the
firing position, a red dot is
exposed. An orange stud at the
rear of striker housing extends

Test rifle came ready-to-go,
equipped with scope, torch
for night shooting and bipod.

hammer-forged barrel is
threaded for 1/2x28 for a
suppressor or any other muzzle
device, but it is pressed into the
receiver and secured by three
hex-head screws. Tikka has
attached a removable molded
section to the stock which is a
close fit to the barrel shank.
This can be removed and
replaced with another spacer
tailored to fit larger or smaller
diameter barrel shanks when
swapping barrels.

The barrel has a diameter of
0.730" through the mid-section
to the muzzle which puts it in
the medium-heavy class.
Ahead of the receiver ring, the
lower section of the action is
extended by 36mm to wrap
around the lower half of the
barrel. This extension serves a
dual purpose by having a
threaded hole for the front
action screw and a recess
which accepts a forward recoil
lug set into the stock. The rear
action screw is threaded into
the short thick rear tang.

The receiver has the same
220mm length as the Tikka T3
and the similarity to its big

Cartridges fed smoothly when
I worked the bolt as fast as 1

could.”

from under the composite bolt
shroud when the gun is
cocked to provide and extra
warning that the gun is in
firing mode.

Two hex-head action screws
hold a composite floorplate
with integral trigger guard to
the bottom of the receiver. It is
only after the plate has been
removed that the ingenious
features (some obvious and
some not so obvious) of the T1x
MTR design are revealed. The
muzzle of the 500mm cold

brother is no coincidence
since the stock is the same
synthetic stock that's fitted to
some of the T3 rifles. The
action duplicates the same
bedding footprint as the T3X;
the trigger is the same unit
found on Tikka centrefire
rifles; and the trigger plate has
the same dimensions.
Basically, Tikka has
engineered its rimfire to T3x
specs, creating a surprisingly
modular rimfire rifle built to
Tikka's legendary standard of
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TEST
REPORT

excellence which can be
attributed to a properly bedded
action. Using the same stock as
the T3x line and the same
forward recoil lug set in the
stock, mating with a recess in
the action. This helps the
stabilize the barreled action to
ensure it returns to the same
point after recoil forces have
dissipated. This may be regarded
as "overkill" by some, but it does
ensure a solid union between
action and stock and dampens
even the slightest wayward
vibrations. The stiff medium-
weight barrel also helps dampen
recoil and doesn't heat up like a
thinner rimfire barrel. Although
I've never experienced any
heating problems with a rimfire
barrel, the extra heft does
contribute to the rifle's balance
which is ideal in any field
shooting position, whether
offhand, sitting or prone.

ON THIS PAGE

The T1x's action worked as
smooth as silk. Scope had a
torch attached for night shooting.

T1IXMTR allows you to change

the grip from the traditional
curved style to a vertical pistol
grip style.

Fore-end was reinforced with

struts and the section under
barrel reinforce is removable and
can be used with different contour
barrels.

A major advantage of having
the same bedding footprint is
the ability to transfer the T1x
MTR barreled action to any of
the variety of T3x and T3
stocks that accept the same
trigger assembly plate
dimensions. Tikka has 12
configurations of the T3x,
with walnut, laminated and
polymer stocks. The factory
claims "this gives you the
ability to practice
fundamental and positional
shooting behind a familiar
platform without the high
costs of centrefire
ammunition."

In order to achieve this
interchangeability Tikka
designed the magazine to fit
through a slot machined into
the receiver, which separates it
from both the stock and trigger
guard. The magazine well is
held with a hex-head screw

and the magazine release catch
is made as an integral part of
the polymer magazine box.
The trigger mechanism with
safety, is housed in a robust
aluminium alloy housing and
attached to the underside of
the receiver directly behind
the magazine well. Changing
stocks is quick and easy. You
simply remove the two action
screws and drop the barreled
action into any other
compatible Tikka stock.

The stock has some more
features. It's an injection-
molded synthetic stock with
35 percent fibreglass added to
improve the stock's rigidity,
enable it to withstand
temperature variations, and
resist warping which
contributes to consistent
accuracy. The buttstock is
foam-filled to reduce its
hollowness and deaden any

noise. You might think that the
Tikka stock is over-built for a
rimfire rifle, but it's actually a
centrefire stock that's been
adapted to a rimfire.

The stock has a high,
straight comb and the slim
forend is rounded on the sides
and slightly flattened on the
bottom to sit steady on a rest.
It is comfortable to grasp, as is

SPECS

TIKKA T1x MTR

Manufacturer: Tikka, Finland

Type: turn-bolt action
Calibre: .22LR also .17 HMR

Capacity: 10-shot detachable
magazine

Barrel: 500mm 20" or 16"
hammer-forged; muzzle threaded
1/2x28

Overall length: 959mm (37.75")
Weight: 2.6 kg (5.1202)

Stock: injection-moulded
synthetic with 35 percent
fibreglass

Finish: blued

Sights: none; integral 11mm
dovetail; also drilled and tapped

Safety: two-position rocker-type
Price: $1100.00 RRP
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FREE LIGHTFORCE POCKET KNIFE

when you spend $200 on the

7\ t Lightforce Plug & Play range™*

& i, $50 VALUE

3
&

* Hi-carbon stainless steel drop point shape blade
* Tactile aluminium handle = Blade lock = Belt clip

The Halogen Handhelds, T-Handles, Mounts and Power Accessories now come standard with
an AMP connector that allows you to switch from handheld use to remote mounted, or change
power input within seconds.
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TEST
REPORT

the gently curved pistol grip.
Panels of checkering on the
pistol grip and forend are
different to anything I've seen
previously! It's not the
conventional-type diamond
pattern but made up of
contoured grooves with tiny,
flared serrated surfaces which
afford a very secure grasp
even to wet or sweaty hands.
This brings us to yet more
modular features - the
replaceable grip and forend.
There are two types of grip
available for the Tikka stock:
the traditional curved grip
and a vertical pistol grip. If the
buyer prefers a broader
fore-end, he add a beavertail
forend. All the modular
accessories are available in

black, olive green, coyote
brown, orange and stone gray.

The grip is changed over by
removing a single screw in the
bottom of the grip and sliding
it off. To slide the beavertail
onto the stock, it is necessary
to first remove the foregrip
screw and swivel stud.

Tikka is aware of the
importance of length of pull to
the shooter's build and arm
length and offers optional butt
stock spacers that can be
inserted under the gently
curved buttplate to extend the
T1x MTR's length of pull. I
found the test rifle's 13.4 inch
length of pull which is as close
as you'll get to my preferred
13.5 inch, worked fine for me.

The stock is jam-packed with

ACCURACY RESULTS TIKKA T1IX MTR

Velocity Average
.22 LONG RIFLE (fps) _Group
(inches)
Fiocchi 300 Match 40 1075 0.54
RWS Club 22 40 1068 0.63
Eley Tenex 40 075 0.48
RWS R50 40 1068 0.58
Eley Force 40 1196 0.66
Sellier & Bellot HV HP 38 1225 0.79
Sellier & Bellot Club 40 1066 0.68
Federal Premium HV Match 40 1148 0.54
RWS High Velocity 40 1256 0.65
Hornady Varmint Express 40 1225 0.68
SK High Velocity 40 1330 0.76
Browning Precison Rimfire 40 1478 0.56

Accuracy results are the averages of five 5-shot groups at 50yd fired from a sandbag
rest. Velocities are the average of 10 shots measured with a Chrony chronograph.

innovatory features, but a
critical factor in a rifle's
accuracy is a crisp trigger. The
unit, reminiscent of those used
in the Tikka and Sako
centrefires is adjustable for a
pull weight via single set screw
in front of the housing from 2
to 41bs. The stock has to be
removed to get at the
adjustment screw. The test rifle
was adjusted to give the
minimum 21b let-off which was
totally inert - not the slightest
hint of any creep or over travel.

Within its 100 yd. effective
range any well-made .22 LR
rimfire rifle is capable of
accuracy as precise and
consistent as any high-power
rifle within its effective range.
For testing the rifle had a 3-9x40
Burris Dropline rimfire scope
with crisp 1/4 minute clicks in
Burris steel dovetail rings. Built
on a 30mm tube and equipped
with a BDC reticle, it offers
cutting-edge optics, clarity and
colour integrity through
computer engineered lenses and
coatings. This Burris rimfire
scope certainly complemented
the Tikka Tix MTR.

We tested the rifle's
accuracy at 50 yds. using a
dozen different lots of .22
ammo - eight target and four
hunting loads. Each was fired
for accuracy taking the
average of five 5-shot groups.
No matter whether I shot
expensive target ammo or
relatively cheap hunting loads,
the T1x shot everything
consistently well. No one
expects hunting loads to equal

ON THIS PAGE

Boltis made in two pieces

and has a heavy claw
extractor more like that of a
centrefire than a rimfire rifle.

Magazine well with integral
release catch is inserted into
receiver and held with a hex-head
screw. Polymer clip holds
10 rounds of .22 LR.

the accuracy of, say, Eley
Tenex, but the better quality
high speed stuff was no slouch
as you can see from the table.

As expected with a rifle of
this quality, we never
experienced a malfunction of
any kind during firing over
250 rounds zeroing the rifle
and checking for accuracy.

The Tikka T1x MTR is
Tikka's first rimfire and it
lives up to the reputation for
accuracy that the company
has forged over the years with
its centrefires. Today, certain
rifles have become a
benchmark against which
other rifles are judged. While
the Tikka is still the new boy
on the block, it stands out
from its competitors. It's a
rimfire rifle with the heft and
balance of a centrefire that can
be made into anything you
want it to be. The T1X will not
appeal to shooters who have
moths in their wallet, but
rimfire riflemen who want all
the accuracy, economy, range
and hitting power available in
.22 Long Rifle, may find the
T1X MTR to be the rifle of
their dreams.
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A1darms Pro12

If you’re after an economical yet stylish,
competition grade over and under shotgun you need
to look no further than the Pro12 from ATA Arms

Features & Specifications

Chrome lined barrels & chambers
Available in both 30” & 32” versions

Supplied with 3 colour-coded extended
chokes

Modified (M), Improved Cylinder(IC), Skeet(C)

Full and improved modified chokes available
at additional cost

Adjustable Comb

Low Profile Action

Grade-2 Turkish walnut stock and forend
Adjustable comb raiser

Length of pull 365mm (14.37")

Laser cut checkering

Sporting Clays style recoil pad

Silver (steel) receiver with Black PRO 12 Motif
Supplied in a take-down case

5-year warranty

Extended chokes
chokes supplied

3 colour-coded extended
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1T Adrian Kenney has studied the effectiveness of two

RN approaches to luring foxes in. Here are his findings.
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MAIN: This fox
came outto the
button whistle.

INSET: The
predator calls
greatest asset
would have to be
its volume.




FOR me, it’s nothing special in any
way shape or form — merely the
predator call and smaller button
whistle. Both of these are probably
the most commonly used for fox
hunting in Australia. Mind you,
the Tenterfield whistle would be in
contention too. I prefer the former
two as the sounds I make with the
Tenterfield would have more foxes
running away than to me!

Both the predator call and button
whistle bring their own pros and
cons for the fox hunter. By
combining the two calls you not
only harness the best of both worlds
but have a second string to your fox
calling bow should one fail. So let’s
take a look at the benefits and
pitfalls of each call in my opinion.

The predator call's main
advantage is its volume. Being
substantially louder than the
button whistle, it can be used on
windy days when attempting to
push sound out into the
countryside against a strong wind.
In other scenarios, you can simply
try to entice foxes from long
distances or from neighbouring
properties on which you cannot
hunt. The main disadvantage of
this call is the extra movement
involved in its operation, which
can catch the eye of approaching
foxes, causing them to bolt in the
opposite direction or the movement
required to put the caller down to
shoot once a fox is spotted. The
latter can be a particular problem
when the fox is close. I've tried to

hold the predator call between two
fingers after using it to call and
preparing for a shot should it be
presented. This wasn’t overly
successful as the caller continues to
make sounds with any movement
that’s required to face an
approaching fox. A way to counter
this disadvantage is to tie the call
to a low branch on a nearby bush,
run a string tied to the other end of
the caller leading to your position
along the ground, so you can
activate the call remotely with your
unoccupied hand at ground level.

An added bonus of the predator
call is that it will bring in hares.

The button whistle's main
advantages are its low price,
compact size and lesser volume
which in itself can be advantageous
when used in particular situations.
It can also be held in your mouth
leaving your hands free to shoot.
Even when simply raising the
whistle to your lips to whistle, it is
still less movement than using the
conventional predator call.

It was a late autumn afternoon
when I combined these two calls
and my .17HMR and headed out to a
couple of properties. Setting up at
the head of a blackberry choked
gully the wind was fickle and
confused; blowing this way and that
then changing its mind yet again.
Not good conditions for calling up
redcoats!

Firstly I'd try the button whistle,
just in case there was a fox close by
that could be taken on the quiet,

before I go alerting the entire
countryside with the blasting
distress of the predator call. After a
couple of minutes of rabbit distress
sounds penetrating the fortress of
blackberry canes, a fox lazily
appeared on a game trail and sat
down to listen, his red coat
standing in stark contrast to the
lush green of late Autumn. Despite
my best efforts with the whistle he
wouldn’t move closer.

Removing the cork from the
predator call (that is used to
prevent it making sounds as you
move around the hunting area) a
louder and more distressed sound
filled the air. The fox stood up and
ambled down the game trail
leading into the gully head proper
before again sitting down. In the
end it turned into a circus as he
refused to move closer, with the
swirling breeze the suspected
culprit. Moving down towards him
to close the gap I spotted another
fox walking across in front of me
only 20 yards away, but with only a
glimpse no shot was offered. A shot
was taken at the first fox that
remained sitting and resulted in a
clean miss. Standing up with
frustration for company, I noticed a
pile of stomach contents from a
culled deer. They may have been
disinterested because they were
full from feeding on culled deer or
the breeze came into the mix.
Either way- I was out of luck!

Frustrated and a bit annoyed at
my failure, I drove up to the next

Firstly I'd try the button whistle,
just in case there was a fox close by.”

After getting

no response
from the whistle,
it was time for the
predator call to
make these
redcoats run.

This summer

vixen was
called up from
the bush in the
background using
the volume of the
predator call.
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SAUER 100. N\l
QUAILTY & PRECISION ,,

Your entry into the world of Sauer! A

High quality production, and all the features of a modern hunting rifle
from SAUER. Everything fits here: performance, quality and price.

3 Position safety / Adjustable trigger
3 Lug action / § shot flush fitting detachable magazine Sub MOA guarantee

The brand new SAUER 100 Stainless XTA combines outdoor durability, shooting ergonomics and elegance in one rifle.

The features of this rifle include an infinitely adjustable comb, stainless steel weather resistance, soft touch coated polymer stock
AVAILABLE CALIBRES: .223 Rem., .308 Win., .30-06 Spring., 6.5 Creedmoor, 6.5 PRC & .300 Win. Mag

CLASSIC

The Classic is the tasteful entry into the world of the S 100. The robust DURA-BEECH
wooden stock and the matte burnished barrel surface give this rifle the appearance of a traditional tool.
AVAILABLE CALIBRES: 223 Rem, 243 Win, 270 Win., 6,5x55 SE, 7mm-08, 6,5 Creedmoor, 308 Win., 30-06 Spring., 8x57 IS, 9,3x62, 6,5 PRC, 300 Win Mag & 7mm Rem. Mag.

Gerakote CERATECH

Coated with a highly resistant Cerakote™ layer in “Grey Ice”. The ultimate in affordable corrosion and abrasion resistant rifles.
AVAILABLE CALIBRES: 223 Rem, 243 Win, 270 Win, 6.5 Creedmoor, 308win, 7mm Rem Mmag, 300 Win Mag & 7mm-08

FIELDSHOOT

The perfect target, competition or varmint rifle completely adjustable to the needs of each shooter for maximum precision.
AVAILABLE CALIBRES: 223 Rem, 6.5 Creedmoor, 6.5PRC, 308 Win & 6XC with 26" Barrel

B MADE IN GERMANY SAUER®

J.P. SAUER & SOHN

ESTABLISHED 1751




These three
foxes shot
from the one stand
would provide me
with a government
bounty, which
helps allay the

costs of fox
hunting.

The callsin

this article:
Leftis the button
whistle and right
the Predator Call.
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gully head and sat down with a
good view overlooking quality fox
country — blackberry and bracken
fern with a mix of native tussock.
The first squeal had hardly left the
whistle and two foxes were tearing
down the opposite slope like water
from a heavy thunderstorm. Before
I knew it, a young fox leapt out of
the tussocks twenty yards in front
and froze trying to locate the
squealing rabbit. With the
crosshairs on the chest the HMR
cracked the bullet thwacked home
and a fox lay still on the hill whilst
the other bolted away. Squealing
again with more desperation the
second fox reappeared and was
subsequently missed. “Oh well,
at least I managed one,” I thought,
trying to console my renewed
disappointment.

The day was getting on now, so
I began the drive back home with
the intention of trying at one last
spot. The vehicle door clicked shut
and with the daypack on and rifle
over the shoulder I quietly opened
the gate and shut it trying to reduce
rattles and clangs of chain upon
metal. Hunched over, I began my
way over towards the calling
position, trying not to spook any
feeding kangaroos. Half way across
the paddock I spotted a fox already
out hunting in the late afternoon.

He was some distance off and
unaware of my presence as the
wind was favourable and in my
face for once. With relief I settled
down in front of a small shrub for
camouflage and with the

kangaroos still feeding, the fox
still unaware and the wind still
fanning my face, things were
looking positive. There was no
need to bother with shooting sticks
as any opportunity presented
would be close. [ uncorked the
predator call in case it was needed
and raised the button whistle to my
lips. The response from the fox was
instant as he casually turned his
head in my direction at a distance
of some hundred-or-so yards. Then,
he simply continued to walk away.
The little whistle squealed its
best into the late afternoon
shadows, where kangaroos sat up
looking with interest and the
mongrel fox sat having a scratch
with the occasional glance in my
direction. He ambled off up the hill
without interest. Not only was he
disappearing into the distance no
other foxes had been enticed either.
Ok, there is nothing to lose I
thought- let’s try the predator call.
Before I had a chance, a
stampede of kangaroos came over
the hill above the fox causing him
to bolt into the blackberries as the
predator call vigorously sung its

tortuous tune. Off to the right along
a line of trees another fox was on
the run straight towards me.
Settling in for the direction of the
approaching fox I gave one last
quick squawk on the caller as he
dipped out of sight to go under a
fence. So when he came up into
view at only 30 yards I gave the
usual squeak with the lips to prop
him for the shot. Thwack! The
foxes yellow fur lay upon the hill
fanned by the increasingly cold
late afternoon wind as the bolt
ejected the spent case and pushed
home another.

The first fox was still in that
patch of blackberries across the
paddock, so I called and called
some more. Only a short time
passed and he reemerged to sit on
the fringe of cover looking in my
direction. Now he was interested!
Soon he was on the run and this
time headed my way. Turning to
the left to face his expected
approach I waited for him to
reappear at any moment.
Completely unexpected, another
fox appeared all of a sudden at only
ten yards; its fur more yellow and
body smaller in size. Both my and
his movements were partly
obscured by the remnants of long,
dry summer grass as I moved to
shoot and he moved to circle
downwind. Slipping through the
wring-lock fence with surprising
ease he propped and turned is head
after a couple of squeaks from my
lips. Burnt rifle powder drifted on
the cool afternoon breeze as the
colour of a fox lay still amongst the
grass. Two foxes lay on the side of
the hill. The first fox, however,
wasn’t seen again after the second
shot so he played his cards well.
This was definitely one of those
hunts when I was grateful for
having that second call! &3
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BY DYLAN SMITH

Let There Be Light

Environmental conditions affect outdoorspeople more
than most and hunters more than most outdoorspeople.

AS hunters, we spend more
time outdoors than most
people. We develop a rhythm
that sees us thinking about the
weather and conditions that
may lead us to make decisions
about how we will go about
things. Is it going to rain? How
hot/cold will it be? What’s the
wind doing? Another factor
that sees us working around
the rhythm or mother nature
is how much daylight we have,
and how we go about
extending our time.

Humans have always
carried tools to assist us
outdoors. For millennia, our
ancestors made do with not
much and accomplished
amazing things. Nowadays we
tend to be able to go further
and harder as we have
seemingly endless
technological advantages we
can call on. Despite coming up
with solutions to carry gear,
hunt animals and take care of

them afterwards, it took early
humans a long time to
consider a light solution
besides a campfire that was
portable enough to justify
taking on every journey.

My favourite time of year to
hunt is the middle of winter
because the camping is much
more comfortable — for me
— compared to summer. I'd
rather curl up next to a
campfire with a wool jacket
and a bottle of wine than
struggle to cool down and get
chomped by mozzies. You also
get to sleep more as the days
are much shorter! What this
does mean however, is that we

ON THIS PAGE

Dylan’s wife Kirra butchering
a deer as she loses daylight.

Solar powered lighting in a
bush hotel room.

spend a lot of time around
camp with our headlamps on
working on cooking,
maintaining tools or
organising our gear. How the
hell did we manage to survive
without headlamps?

My headlamp stays in my
pack for every hunt. We all
know that the best time to
hunt animals is when the
lines between day and night
are blurred. I can’t count the

number of times I've had to
stay in the field later than I
intended because I've
dropped an animal on dark
and wanted to take care of it
quickly. What about looking
for the arrow you shot? Or
finding something you sat
down next to you and
forgot to pick up before you
moved off?

In the current climate of
hunting in Australia we are
seeing spotlights and thermal
technology becoming more
prominent in the pest-control
scene. How you feel about
referring to this as ‘hunting’ is
one thing, but it is impossible
to overlook just how important
artificial light has becoming
in our lives when we are doing
our best to bring the numbers
of pest animals down to
manageable levels. Again,
where would we be without
this technology?

It will be interesting to see
what this space looks like in
another decade. The light
industry is going gangbusters
with all the torches becoming
available for different uses.
Smaller, lighter, and more
powerful are all words we like
to hear when thinking about
upgrading our gear. [ know
people who used to carry
around a car battery in a
backpack while spotlighting
foxes a few decades ago. Who
likes the sound of that? Until
next time, enjoy living your
wilderlife.

Follow Dylan on Instagram at

. . A
*_wilderlife_’ «a
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'NZ ALPINE
TAHR

The Air New Zealand flight

touched down in Queenstown
right on time. My two day work
conference was extended for an
additional three days for some

team bonding high in the

Southern Alps of New Zealand’s

South Island. To make it even

more interesting, it was the latter
part of June and there had been

fresh, heavy snow falls in the

high country. By Michael Cleary.

Ben’s
Birthday
Bull

me up from the airport
and whisked us away
for an early dinner
and a couple of cold
ones. Over a beer we
discussed the plan for the next couple of
days and then Ben dropped me to my
hotel. As I was getting out of the car,
Ben muttered, “I will pick you at 3.45 am.”

The author with his
trophy tahr amidst a
spectacular backdrop.
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NZ ALPINE

TAHR

IT was a restless sleep, due partly
to excitement and being concerned
my alarm wouldn’t go off. We
grabbed three take away coffees
from Maccas and then picked up
Ben's mate, Rich. What a great guy,
and not just because he let me sit in
the front seat in a comatose state.

We were heading to a private
property owned by the boys' mate
from university, Harry. At this
stage we didn’t know if we had a
hut to stay in, so we brought the
MIA tent complete with the wood
heater. Arriving at the property we
were warmly greeted by Harry and
his family. The fourth member of
our hunting party, Nick, had
arrived shortly before us. The good
news was that we had a nice high
country hut to stay in - the bad
news was the access road was
impassable due to heavy snow.

A quick call by Harry to the local
helicopter base had us booked on a
chopper to depart as soon as we
could get there. We quickly loaded
the chopper and were just about to
take off and the cloud came over.
Five hours of waiting and we
finally got dropped off up at the
hut. I have spent plenty of time in
choppers but I must admit this was
pretty hairy as there was very little

AR

visibility and we were following
the snow covered ridge line to find
the hut.

We quickly unloaded the
chopper in knee-deep snow and
gave the pilot instructions to pick
us up in two days’ time. Rich
passed me a carton of beer and
asked me to put it in the chilly bin
with a cheeky smirk. There was no
need for a “chilly bin” as we had
the best beer fridge in the world -
snow as far as the eye could see. I
just left the top of the cans sticking
out of the snow.

With around two hours of
daylight we donned our packs and
headed out. Let me state from the
beginning, it wasn’t easy keeping
up with these three keen young
men. They were 25 years my junior
and were “mountain fit”.

At the second glassing point Nick
spotted a tahr. I saw it just in time
to watch it walk over a ridge way
above us. The boys looked at each
other and said let’s go. I tried to
reason with them by saying we will
never get up and then get back to
the hut in daylight. They looked at
me like I was their poor cousin from
across the ditch, shrugged their
shoulders and started climbing.

I couldn’t keep up with the boys

They were 25 years
my junior and were
‘mountain fi .’

as they made the steep ascent.
Luckily there was tussock and a bit
of monkey scrub sticking out of the
snow to grab onto. I made it up over
the lip of the ridge just in time to
see Ben shoot a nice bull with his
suppressed .270. A quick finisher
and the bull was down. It was
some impressive shooting as the
bull was out around 350 metres.
We watched as the mob of nannies
and kids and young bulls made
their way up the ridge. The mob
paused and Nick had dialed in his
scope for 450 metres and brought
down a nice meat animal.

I looked back from where I had
ascended and wondered how the
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hell I got up here - it was almost
vertical. I don’t mind admitting I
was pretty nervy in some of the
spots coming up the mountain.
What a spectacular view, we were
approximately 2500 metres above
sea level, high above the clouds
and the afterglow from the sunset
was shining on the snow-clad
peaks poking through the fluffy
clouds. This was one of those
pinch-yourself moments.

After taking in the beauty of our
surrounds, I pulled out a hip flask
full of some very nice scotch. We
all drank and toasted Ben for the
success on taking a nice trophy
bull tahr. Then we had another
swig each and toasted Ben for his
birthday. Not every day you shoot a
trophy tahr on your birthday!

It was too late to try and retrieve
Ben’s bull so we hauled-ass back to
camp under the aid of our head

torches and arrived at the hut an
hour after dark. I did a few slip and
slides and had to dig in a few times
as we descended the mountains.

While the boys got the fire in the
hut going, [ retrieved a few beers
from the snow and they were icy
cold. As the banter continued there
was a bash on the hut door and it
wasn’t the wind. The thought of
Yeti sprang to mind, and then
Harry lunged through the door.
Harry had finished crutching some
sheep after dark, jumped on the
quad and rode as far as he could
before the snow got too deep, then
he walked up with candles and we
sang Ben a happy birthday. What a
great night as we partied in a tiny
hut surrounded by snow until all
hours of the night.

I was wondering how we were
going to sleep the four of us in the
tiny hut — but we managed to sleep
five that night. A cooked breakfast
was just what we needed and then
Harry set off down the mountain.
Ben and I headed off to retrieve his
bull and then hunt further afield.
Rich and Nick went a different
way, but would end up in the same
general area later in the day.

It took close to two hours to get
to the high point where Ben had
shot his bull the previous evening.
We quickly identified Ben’s bull in
the snow and worked out the safest
route to recover him. We also
picked up a sizable mob of tahr in
the distance well beyond Ben’s
bull. It was hard going over snow
covered rocks and screes, but we
finally got to the bull.

Ben handed me his rifle and told
me to keep going and hunt the mob

Ben’s birthday
bull taken with
a suppressed .270.

Ben and Rich
unloading the
chopper.

Ben’s birthday
bull taken high
in the tops.

L-R, Rich,

Nick and Ben
atthe hut after a
successful hunt.
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Ben on the

right just after
he shot his
birthday bull.
Whata
spectacular
panorama!

NZ ALPINE

View from
inside the hut.

A NZ bull

lower down
exhibiting
muscularity and
confidence.

in the distance while he caped his
bull. He said he would follow my
tracks in the snow and catch up to
me later. The next few hours will
stay etched in my mind forever.

The snow was deep and the
mountain was steep (Cleary, you
missed your vocation as a poet- Ed)
as [ slowly made my way in the
direction of the tahr. For the next
hour I couldn’t see them as an
intervening bluff blocked my view.
Each time I got to a small crest I
would belly crawl until I dropped
down the other side. When I
reached the last small crest I
spotted the mob of 11 tahr. I knelt
in the snow and ranged them at 246
metres. They were mainly females
and the only decent sized bull was
still too young. Disappointed, I
started glassing every crevasse and
gut and soon started spotting more
tahr. Over the next 15 minutes I
spotted 38 tahr in six different
mobs within 300 metres, all totally
oblivious to my presence. This was
one of those pinch-yourself
moments as [ sat in the snow on my
own and watched six mobs of tahr
going about their business in their
natural environment.

I kept glassing from mob to mob
thinking there must be a big bull
somewhere in this system. My
binos kept gravitating back to the
large bull, but I knew he was still a
bit young. It was my last
opportunity on this hunt and
although I was tempted , I knew it
wasn’t right. As I was watching the
bull, I thought I was dreaming as a
larger mature bull with a blonde
mane just materialized from
nowhere.

Game on. I quickly re-checked
the distance with the Leicas, still
246 metres. I laid Ben’s .270 over
my backpack and got a rock solid
rest for the uphill shot. The bull
was quartering hard away so [
aimed at the back of his ribs and
sent it. There was a resounding
thump as the bull was knocked off
his feet. Within a second he was
back on his feet bolting down the
mountain and expired with a
spectacular mid-stride cartwheel
after running 30 metres.

The UHF crackled and Nick
and Rich asked how I had fared.
Bull down was my reply. As 1
began making my way up towards

my bull I could see Ben not far
behind me. It took us over an hour
of dangerous climbing to get to
my bull. I was elated with my
first bull tahr and the backdrop
made for a very special photo
session.

Had the bull ran another 10
metres he would have gone over a
vertical drop-off , hundreds of
metres down and unrecoverable.
Ben and I quickly caped the bull.
Ben determined it was too
dangerous to go back the same way
we had come, which meant a near
vertical climb and then parallel
across the mountain. Darkness fell
and I had multiple falls with the
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additional weight of the cape. With
Ben’s physique he could play for
the All Blacks and without a word
he grabbed the cape and set a mean
pace. [ am not sure [ would have
got the cape back to the hut without
Ben’s help. I followed Ben’s tracks
in the snow with the aid of my
head torch and finally arrived at
the hut three hours after dark. I
was physically exhausted but on an
emotional high.

I grabbed four beers out of the
snow and it was party on! We had
a great night of celebrations and
there was a well-worn track in the
snow where our beers were stored.
After witnessing a beautiful
sunrise through bloodshot eyes,
we had a big cook up and packed
up and cleaned the hut. The
chopper landed right on time and

it was a much smoother ride back
to base.

The team bonding trip was a
huge success and we all agreed
two nights in a tiny hut
strengthened the diplomatic bond
between Australia and New
Zealand. I can’t thank the boys
enough for their assistance and
friendship, (particularly Harry for
hosting us on his property) and I
offered to return the favour when
they head to Australia. The work
conference went smoothly except
for the jet boat ride on the lake
where we all got soaked. After two
canceled flights I finally landed in
Sydney on June 26 and eight hours
later went into 107 days of Covid
19 lockdown - but the thought of
Ben’s birthday bull and my first
tahr kept me strong. 4

I made it up over
the ridge just in
time to see Ben
shoot a nice bull.”

WWW.SPORTINGSHOOTER.COM.AU | 43



HUNTERS
DIARY

First Hunt, First Boar

Matt and his first game taken ever.

Gavin Adams’
grandson really
capitalised on
his first hunt.

HERE'’S a photo of my
13-year-old grandson Matt
with his first pig, an 81kg boar
shot with a Savage 223.

I had ensured that Matt
had his Junior’s Permit to
allow him to shoot and hunt
under supervision, so the first
item on the agenda after some
rifle familiarisation and
practice shooting was to get
amongst it and have a crack
at some game.

In the middle of
Queensland, pigs have been
hammering graziers for years,
breeding up through wet
seasons and giving stock and
crops curry. Now I knew a
place where we may have
some small measure of
success.

So, after a short walk from
the homestead, we spied
movement in some long grass
a few hundred metres away
with favourable wind.

I gave Matt some room to
stalk in on this sizeable boar,
eventually to dispatch him
with one clean shot.

Not bad for a kid, eh! G2

HOW TO ENTER

Write a maximum 400 to

500 words and include one
high quality digital high
photograph. Email your entry
to marcusodean@yaffa.com.
au and if published you will
win a Vortex merchandise
pack. If you place first,
second or third over the
coming year, you will win
one of the major Vortex
Optics Prizes.

To see the products in detail,
go to sportingshooter.com.au
and search for Hunter’s Diary.
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SPIKA
Women’s
Wear

The Spika Women'’s Echo
Activewear TIGHTS are the
ultimate all-round garment to hit
the gym or the high country in.
Offering a durable design to be put
through its paces, the Echo range
are made from a polyester spandex
blend that conforms to the body
while offering support and
comfort. Offering moisture wicking
and anti-microbial treatment, they
are available in the choice of black
and Biarri camo black. A device
pocket is also featured in the black
tights only.

Spika Echo active wear brings a
new era in the hunting world
designed for any and every
pursuit, be it hunting or the
workout in preparation. The new
Spika Echo tights for women
feature a durable stretch and
flatlock stitching.

See them at your local gun shop or
visit www.spika.com.au for
further details.

HORNADY CX Bullets

The new CX (Copper, alloy eXpanding) bullet from Hornady
represents the most advanced monolithic hunting bullet on the
market. Its optimised design offers extended range
performance, greater accuracy, high weight retention and
deep penetration. Constructed of one-piece copper alloy, it
won't separate and delivers devastating terminal performance
and 95% weight retention.

The tip of the bulletis made of a heat resistant polymer and
will provide a consistently high BC for the bullets entire flight
path. Its Heat Shield Tip also gives the bullet a perfect meplat
(tip) for bullet-to-bullet and batch-to-batch consistency. Add
to this the grooves on the CX bullet maximise aerodynamic
performance while effectively reducing bearing surface and
fouling. The new CX bullet providers a great option for
everything from medium size to large game and is available
in component bullets for the reloader or ready-made,
factory ammunition.

Ask to see it at your local gun shop.

Hornady

cX
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CITADEL TRAKR
Rimfire Rifle

The Citadel Trakr bolt action rifle is the first rimfire from
Citadel available here in Australia. Its ergonomic pistol
grip stock is lightweight but tough. Next, it also
features a threaded barrel and 10-round magazine in
.22 Long Rifle and 5-round in magnums.

This new rimfire should be a fun one to shoot and the
price will also make you smile at an RRP of just $395.00.
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LEUPOLD Mark 3HD Riflescope

The Leupold Mark 3HD 8-24 X 50 delivers elite

optical performance. Leupold has a long

history of manufacturing military grade optics

that I'm told outperform and outlast everything

else on the market. Now they have applied that

heritage to a new line of tactical scopes. The

Mark 3HD. With a variety of models to choose

from, you'll be sure to find a Mark 3HD

riflescope for nearly every tactical application.
Complete with MIL-based adjustment, HD

lenses, exposed elevation adjustment

dials and a low-profile power

selector ring, this series delivers

everything a tactical shooter

could ask for. Like all

Leupold riflescopes, these

are designed and

assembled in the USA and

RIDGELINE So hom  yur ol g
Terranea Squall shop or visit www.nioa.com.au

Ridgeline recently released a performance
range of fishing clothing to help you stay

unseen when out chasing the streams for BUSHNELL RXSZSO Reﬂex Sight

trout or simply fishing the waters. Terranea

Squall fishing camo pattern uses Veil This new reflex sight features a robust The RXS250 also offers dependable
Camo’s core concealment principles to aluminium housing that exceeds the windage and elevation adjustment with
break up the angler’s form and blend them requirements. The point source LED creates TMOA per click and easy access, push button
into view from below the waters surface. a clean beam that produces a strong dot design for brightness setting adjustment.
What's more, its design is backed by a huge without wasting battery life. Featuring 10 Other features include protective form fit
amount of research into fish vision and brightness settings it allows for clear cover, sealed internal electronics rated to
camouflage science. day-bright viewing and low settings for allow the optics to be submerged at Tmetre
Similar to the way a hunters camo works excellent night viewing visibility. The top for 30 minutes without damage and Weaver
to blend in with the surrounds, this camo loading battery is easy to replace and helps type low-profile mounts and also compatible
design engages selective palettes derived maintain your zero without the hassle of for direct connection to any mount
from colours and shades found in that having to remove the sight from the firearm. configured for the DeltaPoint footprint.
environment. | like the new fisho camo Another feature is its user-selectable TheRSX-250 by Bushnell is backed by a
pattern and wouldn’t hesitate to give ita go 12-hour timeout that will 5-year lifetime warranty on materials and
when out hunting as its camo look would extend the life of the — workmanship from the date of purchase or

break up your outline while the bright
colours make you stand out to other
hunters. The new Terranea Squall by
Ridgeline is a performance microlite range
in a sporty fitand made from a soft-touch,
lightweight knit. It also features an
anti-bacterial finish to minimise body odour.
Add to this it offers UPF 40+ sun protection
to keep your skin safe from harmful rays
during long hours on the water.

Available in plain colour or Terranea
Squall camo pattern, this new line of fish/
hunt gear comes in long sleeve with quarter
zip, short sleeve tee for adults or kids, flex
cap and lots more that will soon be
released.

Ask to see it at your local gun shop or visit
www.ridgelineclothing.com.au

battery. manufacturing date.

See them at your local
gun shop or visit
www.nioa.com.au

for more info.
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STEINER - MAX CLEAN
MPS Red Case Tumbler

DOt For a fast, easy way to clean brass cases before reloading Max
Clean offers an electronic case tumbler that uses dry media to
Steiner Optik recently introduced this, the sight window is completely loosen any dirt, residue or powder fouling inside and out, including
the new MPS (micro pistol sight) sealed and nitrogen filled the primer pocket. Offering a 3.5 litre bowl capacity, I'm told the
setto revolutionise the pistol sight protecting the roof mounted 3.3 unit will hold up to 250.223 cases or up to 600 x 9Imm cases. As a
market, thanks to its unique MOA emitter from weather and test, | threw in 100 x 7mm Rem. Mag. cases for a clean-up before
features. Steiner brings battle- water down to 10 meters. The reloading and found the Max Clean did an excellent job.
proven durability and military top-mounted battery compartment Max Clean also provide a range of tumbler media that can be
ruggedness to pistol red dots also ensures quick and easy used in their own Case Tumblers; naturally, this media will work
derived from many years’ battery swap without removing the in other branded units. Max Clean Tumbler Media is available in
experience in both the law optics and a low sight window the choice of treated walnut or corn cob media, both of which are
enforcement and competition close to the slide. ideal for cleaning and polishing brass cases. Offering a 3.5 litre
shooting market. The Steiner MPS is compact and capacity, I'd suggest half filling the bowl with media then adding
Designed to endure the most very lightweight at only 58 grams. the brass cases for cleaning. The time required to do so will
rigorous needs of pistol shooters, The MPS also offers 6 day and 2 depend on how tarnished the cases are,
the MPS is a continuation of the night vision brightness levels, however, as a general rule of thumb,

efforts of Steiner to provide optics ~ user-selectable auto/off and a about two hours should have cases
and imaging solutions for all staggering 13,000 hours of battery clean enough and ready to reload.
tactical applications. Features life on medium brightness. Offering Other features include quiet,
include all metal construction, true 1X magnification and Steiner thermally protected motor and a
enhanced side walls and a quality glass, the MPS red dot sight removeable lid with internal rubber seal.
recessed window with a metal offers undistorted image for both The Max Clean Electronic Case Tumbler
hood that blocks objects from eyes open operation. retails for around $160.00 and is only one of
reaching the front lens making this ~ Ask to see them at your local gun many reloading products in their range.
one of the toughest and most shop or visit www. To find out more or for details

reliable pistol sights made. Add to berettaaustralia. of your nearest stockist visit
www.protactical.com.au

SPIK A Firearm Protection

SPIKA offers a large range of firearm protective bags, cases and protection with separate ammo/bolt pouch and padded straps, while
covers to help keep your firearms in premium condition when in transit, ~ their Deluxe bags come with a premium leather base, high density
locked away or when out hunting. For example, | carry one of their gun protective foam padding, rubber protective nose and lots more.
rain covers in my back pack when out hunting for unexpected rain or If you're looking for something a little more solid, then their range of
snow to protect my firearm and optics from the elements. Made of double, single, take-down and pistol cases are a great choice also.
polyester, it's extremely lightweight and packs away into itself to little Firstly, their double case features a 5mm thick plastic exterior that's
more than the size of your fist. Next, their range includes a knitted water-tight, crush resistant and dust proof. Then there's a full length
fabric, gun sock that's silicone treated and moisture resistant and ideal  rifle case, take-down shotgun case and well-made pistol case, all
for use when in camp or storing firearms in the safe. constructed of aluminium and featuring egg crate foam lining,

Spika also offer a well-made range of gun bags in a variety of sizes combination locks and provision for pad locks as well.

to fit shotguns, scoped rifles and even padded
pistol cases. Their premium gun
bags offer egg crate foam

For further details regarding any of the above, ask at your local
gun shop or visit www.spika.com.au
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AN ASSORTMENT OF HUNTING FACTS & FIGURES

Always Watch
The Wind

The hunter is hamstrung by a sense
of smell hundreds of times weaker
than his quarry. Awareness of the
wind’s vagaries will make up for
this disadvantage.

MANY a hunter has blown a
stalk after being betrayed by
an errant breeze which carried
his scent to spook the game.
This is a common happening if
the hunter is not watching the
direction of the wind. More
game is alerted by a hunter's
scent than any other cause.

A famous English writer
once said that man scent to
any animal was “most awful
vile.” This good old boy
mightn't have been famous for
his hunting ability, but he sure
hit the nail right on the head

with those few words. In my
experience, unless the hunter
takes care to keep the wind in
his favour, he is not going to
have much success.

It is astonishing just how far
how far scent carries even on a
faint, barely detectable breeze
and what a startling effect it
has on game. Many stalkers
carry a pouch filled with fine
ash and at intervals they
carefully shake some out to
see the way it drifts as it falls
to the ground. Cloud
movement too, gives a good
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indication of the wind's
general direction, but the
nature of the terrain and time
of day can influence
movement at hunter level
where breezes can be variable.
If wind were visible so that
hunter could see its movement
he'd be surprised. There is a
marked similarity to the
currents of the ocean. It swirls
and twists, now this way, now
that. It is hardly ever constant,
no matter how much waving
tree tops and bent grasses
would seem to indicate so.

Only by
frequent
testing can
you be sure of
the direction
of wind
movement.”

Therefore, the hunter who fails
to keep checking often to
ensure that a breeze is
favourable is not very efficient.

It is my conviction, based
upon a lifetime spent hunting
different species of game
under widely varying
conditions over vastly
differing terrain that reading
the wind is the most
important factor in
determining a successful hunt
and also the most neglected.

Animals may not see or
hear the hunter's approach,
but may spook at the last
minute while he is unprepared
to take a shot. It's surprising
how far man scent will carry
on an apparently still day. All
it takes is a vagrant breeze to
carry the hunter's scent to the
deer and it will immediately
take flight.

The human's sense of scent
is nowhere near as sensitive or

well developed as that of a
wild animal who from birth is
constantly forced to rely upon
his nose to warn him of
impending danger.

However, I believe that by
turning the wind to his
advantage and always taking
care to keep it at his back and
hunt into the wind, a man can
often catch the scent of his
quarry from quite a way off.
Many times working upwind
I've caught the scent of a deer,
fox or goat long before
catching sight of them. This is
particularly so when game is
breeding. During the rut, stags
especially red deer emit a
strong odour that clings to the
ground and makes them easy
to follow for long distances.
I've often followed the scent
left by a red stag that was so
strong it burned the olfactory
nerves in my nostrils. Billy
goats too, have a pungent scent
that carries a long way and
can be detected from far off.
Foxes in season leave a very
strong, acrid odour that carries
a long way on a slight breeze
and hangs in the air for hours.
Wombats have an odour that I
find unpleasant, being heavily
musky, as to a lesser extent are
deer out of the rut. Deer are
easy to scent but I've never
been able to distinguish one
species from another. To my
nose a deer is a deer, until I
actually catch sight of it.

Wind is mysterious only

ON THIS SPREAD

This red stag has caught the
hunter’s scent and is ready to
take flight - he may be too late.

Morning fog rising off a river

in mountain country can show
the hunter how erratic its
movements are as it spiralsin all
directions.

because you can't see it. In
actual fact, it is like a great
river which is never really
still. Just like eddying
currents of water, the wind
can run mainly in a general
direction, but at the same time
it eddies about to follow the
contours of the country it
flows over. To further
complicate matters, air
currents also twist and bend
to conform to the vertical
nature of the terrain as well.
Furthermore, its pattern is
subject to alterations induced
by changes in temperatures.

Anyone who has ever
watched fog rise off a river in
mountainous country on a
winter's morning will
understand this more readily.
To say that wind currents in
the mountains behave
erratically is something of an
understatement. Just watch the
way they shoot tendrils of fog
up every gully and ravine to be
in turn funnelled off around a
hillside then hurled over a
ridge top only to be pushed
back again. That age-old saying
“always hunt into the wind” is
still good, solid advice - if you
can read it. But even the most
experienced hunter often has
trouble in determining “which
direction is the wind”? A worst
case scenario is the light breeze
which he is unable to detect,
but which the game can.

In a general way, wind is
produced by unequal
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pressures of the atmosphere.
Some areas are more windy
than others. In mountainous
regions, for instance, breezes
are more pronounced and
more complex in pattern due
to wide variations in elevation
and temperature. In fact, a lot
of rough weather and storms
originate in the mountains,
the result of erratic air
currents made by the
combined elements of
temperature, altitude and
broken terrain.

The hunter should always
be aware that even the
slightest hint of a breeze, the
faintest air movement can
warn game of his approach,
and he should plan his stalk
with the utmost care.

Hunting pigs on flat, open
plains country the general

The fox whistler must be
careful to keep the wind
in his face or the fox will get
his scent and not come running
like this one.

When billy goats are rutting

their scent carries a long way
in mountain country, making them
easy to find.

The wise hunter doesn’t try
to cover as much country as
possible in the shortest time.”

direction of the wind is likely
to hold steady for most of the
day and poses few problems.
But in hilly country one must
be constantly on the lookout
for changes.

It only takes a vagrant
breeze of a few seconds
duration to ruin a carefully
planned and perfectly
executed stalk. Even the
slightest change in wind
direction will dictate a change
in direction. The wind
problem, however, is
diminished after a storm,
which is one reason why a lot
of game is taken after the
weather starts to clear.

The time of day you set out
to hunt has an important
bearing on air currents. As a
rule, morning air warmed by
the sun, rises in the gullies
and cooling air travels
downward - for the simple
reason that warming air
ascends while cooling air
descends. This fact is well
known to rural bush fire

fighters who expect morning
blazes to burn up gullies and
ridges pushed by the
updraught and evening fires to
burn down, fanned by the
down draught.

A good
technique is to
make the day's
climb from below
early enough to get
above air currents
warmed by the
morning sun. By
remaining high up,
and working the
ridge tops during
the warm part of
the day, the hunter
is more likely to
remain undetected
by game bedded
down on the slopes
below him. If he
works the sidehill
he can see what's
up ahead and over
on the opposite
slopes. Late in the
afternoon, he

should descend before the
cooling evening air carries his
scent downward.

The wise hunter doesn't try
to cover as much country as
possible in the shortest time.
He'll move as slowly and
quietly as possible, stopping
frequently to glass the
surrounding terrain. If he feels
even the slightest suggestion
of a breeze, he will continually
test to ensure its direction
remains favourable.

Only by frequent testing can
you be sure of the direction of
wind movement. A hunter
should learn never to depend
upon the ever-fluctuating river
of air, which is bound to be
swirling all over the place.
Unless he is constantly
checking and changing
direction so that the wind is
working in his favour, he'll
spook most of the game
without catching as much as a
glimpse of it.

That old Indian saying:
“White man walk a lot, see
little; Injun walk little, see a
lot” is just as true today, and
you can't do any better than to
follow that advice. But he
should have added “don't
forget to keep checking he
wind”.
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ATH-ON-

RIDICULOUSLY GOOD OPTICS

The ATHLON NEOS is one of the best valued 1" hunting
scopes going around. Three different power ranges
and three different reticles to choose from.

3-9x40 Starting from $249
4-12x40 Starting from $299
6-18x44 Starting from $349

Standard
Plex Reticle

i

The ATHLON ARGOS BTR Gen 2 presents as a great
all round high powered Tactical scope. Key features
include, first focal plane MIL reticle, illumination, Zero
Stop and side parallax that starts from 10 yards.

6-24x50 MIL $890 g Ll
8-34x56 MIL $990

%
BONUS %

30mm Steel Picatinny rings supplied
with the Argos valued at S100

o

Proudly distributed by Hunting Depot
VIC/SA vjetten@crkennedy.com.au | NSW/TAS mscanlan@crkennedy.com.au
WA/NT greg@spencerimports.com.au | QLD amauloni@crkennedy.com.au
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AFMC

(a]
@ 7

r

PURGED

|
| TR
" % ! i
5 L
¥

llluminated
BDC Reticle

.22 Rimfire
BDC Reticle

APMR FFP
IR MIL 6X

The 4-12x40 and 6-18x44
both offer side parallax

APMR FEP
IR MIL 24X




* 15‘ *--) ;
VA i.r.{’ A
CAPE YORK
OUTFITTER

".-f“‘ft\

i - ' -_ 1
Ny f - S, x_, _
. A \»

i

L 4 - ’ & - - .
# - . 3 . - : - - " - ~ "
56 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ MARCH 2022



Kendall Hunting
And Fishing Safaris

Spending any amount of time outdoors with family
is well spent, according to Peter Jackson.

e it hunting, fishing or just sitting THIS year, after nearly 35 years, my

. . brother arrived in Cairns to join me
around a campflre, those cherished for five days at Kendall River Hunting
moments stay with you forever and it and Fishing Safaris in Cape York.
Now 35 years between hunts is

long time, but both us Jackson lads

is not all about landing the big barra

or dropping that tI‘Ophy deer or boar. have a case of wandering feet,
Yeah sure, that’s the cherry on top, but it’s about which has taken us to many
. . . countries over the years, but made
time with family. hunting trips a rarity. In my

brother's case, he worked in
Melbourne, Vietnam and Nepal,
whilst [ spent many years working
in media in the South Pacific,
managing and training local staff.
The last time we hunted was in my
hometown of Darwin until, as they
like to say, ‘life got in the road’.

But that was then and I was very
excited to see Tony and not long after
he arrived at my home in Cairns, we
discussed our journey ahead.

Getting to Kendall Hunting and
Fishing Safaris was a solid
nine-hour drive starting with a
quick stop off at a business in
Mareeba to collect brake parts for

MAIN: Family groups seemed to
setthe pace this year at Kendall
Hunting and Fishing Lodge .

LEFT: Guide Dylan Adams. If you
were willing to listen, Dylan was
willing to share.
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one of the Kendall River Station

trucks. Early morning brought light

rain; we had already packed the
car the night previous, so all that
remained was to load the rifles -
my Remington .30-06 pump with a
red dot along with a scoped
Remington 7mm Rem Mag - into
the Hilux.

This year at Kendall was a
special one for me. Not only was I
lucky to have my younger brother
join me, but I would be test driving
my recent ‘all singing, all dancing’
titanium hip replacement.

I figured the now three-month-
old hip surgery was ready for a test
drive and walking through the
scrub hunting big snotty boars up
in The Cape was the best way to
see just how good a job the surgeon
had done. The way I saw it, two
things could result.

One, we would have a successful
hunt as I would be suitably mobile
and could keep up with my brother
and our guide Dylan as we
shadowed the drying swamp lands,

We do find a large

number of Cape
razorbacks.”

eradicating large feral pigs at will.

Alternatively we do find a large
number of Cape razorbacks, and
have limited ability to move fast
enough to take evasive action and
some nasty old hooky boar would
open me in the same manner a
millennial opens up an Amazon
package.

Arriving at the Kendall River
gate turn off, we spotted the white
100 Series Landcruiser sitting
under the shade where we met our
guide for the next few days, one
Mr. Dylan Adams.

We made our introductions and
then followed Dylan back to the
Kendall River Hunting Camp some
15 minutes away. Despite the trip

ABOVE: Kendall
is loaded with
large feral pigs,
estimated to be in
the thousands.

to the Lodge being long it was not
arduous at all.

There are alternatives, like
catching the weekly mail plane,
but if you are considering driving
in, it is recommended that you
have a Sat Phone in your
possession and your vehicle is in
good shape.

The driving instructions offered
by the Lodge manager Jason Knack
are simple enough to follow and
the road well maintained and
marked. Just watch for cattle and
nearby station vehicles that use the
road in.

Not long after arriving we
unpacked our gear in the simple
but functional accommodation.
You are quartered in basic
bungalows that offer your own
shower, toilets and a comfortable
bed; more than sufficient for
visiting hunters to lay their heads
after a big day in the bush.

With light dwindling, we jumped
into the Toyota for a quick tour of
this massive property. We had
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Fiel"d or Clay
The ultimate all rounder

Available Barrel Length 30”

GAUGE 12 TRIGGER Fixed

CHAMBER 3" CHOKES INCLUDED Ax Invector+ Interchangable ]

STOCK GRADE IVarmish ~ RIB WIDTH 10mm ot hnl(7c3

PULL LENGTH 375mm SIGHTS White Bead with Mid Bead ""--"_4

COMB 39.5mm PAD Flat Sporter Rubber INVECTOR
HEEL 63mm S |:) D H T p Lu 5

The ideal gun to combine Field and Clay target shooting at a price beginners can reach. This gun is at home in the paddock, swamp, or casually busting clays. The attractive
game scene engraving, and Japanese attention to detail, will make you a very proud Miroku owner. Equipped with interchangeable Invector Plus chokes, and steel shot
proofed, with 3 inch chambers this gun is built for any challenge. Chrome lined barrels and steel shot proofing make this the best value shotgun in Australia bar none.

Rockhampton Halls Firearms  Rockhampton QLD  In Season Hunting & Fishing ~ Warragul VIC
Abela's Gunshop Campbelltown  NSW  Fisher Firearms Wholesale Norwood SA J & A Shooting Supplies Horsham VIC
Elks Hunting & Fishing Albury NSW  The Adelaide Gun Shop Adelaide SA Melbourne Gun Works Tullamarine  VIC
Grafton Firearms South Grafton  NSW  Gunforce Hindmarsh SA Miall's Gun Shop Frankston VIC
Gunpro Dubbo NSW  New Norfolk Gunshop New Norfolk ~ TAS Northern Vic Ammo Supplies ~ Tungamah VIC
Horsley Park Gunshop Horsley Park NSW  Southern Range Sports Kingston TAS 0'Reillys Firearms Thornbury VIC
Riverina Hunting & Fishing  Griffith NSW  The Sports Hut Invermay TAS Presto's Hunting & Shooting ~ Mildura VIC
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