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The T1x1s a perfectly scaled down version of its

big brother, the T3x. Ideal for small game and

precision shooting, the T1x delivers great cycling,

durability, and a model to suit every shooter.

The unique, cross-over, barrel profile of this gun, delivers the stability of a heavier barrel without
a noticeable increase In weight. This 1s a rimfire of unparalleled quality and craftsmanship.

A deluxe version with an innovative, ightweight stock featuring
an extra layer of carbon fibre mixed with fibreglass for increased rgidity
and accuracy. The rough coating to the stock improves grip in all conditions.
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For further product information please call GMK on
01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk TI KKA
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SKINNER’S

BORN TO BE OUTDOORS

DOG OF THE WEEK

Nora

Two-year-old Nora thoroughly enjoyed her first full season picking-up on her local shoot in the
Peak District, and she consistently shows that typical loving labrador temperament.

Owned and by photographed by Chloe Fletcher
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A little light work

Summer seems to - -

have been along time b e n e flt s

coming, butit has

finally arrived so we o o
have more daylight SUbSCl‘lptIOIlS now e
hours to enjoy out in the field. include Shootin g - e

For me, having more time to .

shoot after work tends to mean more Insuraice

evenings on therange setting up and
testing new gear. But it also provides
an excellent opportunity to
introduce new people to the sport.

See page 37 for subscription offer

Those with an emerging interestin
shooting tend to be most eager to get
outand give ita go when the weather
is fine. Let’s face it, that all-important
first experience is likely to be far
more positiveifit’s enjoyed on a
warmsummer’s day than endured
inawintry squall.

Every so often, the opportunity
to give someone their first taste of
shooting sports crops up and my
usualreply is “we’ll have to do that
when summer comes round”.
Pressures of work and family life can
mean that promise gets pushed too
far down the ever-growing list of
things to do, but we should all make
areal effort to nurture potential new
recruits. Apart from protectingthe
future of our sport, it can also be
thoroughly rewarding.

Mat Manning

@ Contact Ollie atollie.harvey@
fieldsportspress.com
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Com paniés have pointed out that a vit;I means of
cutting emissions is losing out on essential funding
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estoring peatland helps
cut damaging emissions

X

-

A leading climate change body does not recognise the important role
restoration of our peatlands can play in offsetting greenhouse gases

decarbonisi
entire housi
ironically, tr

estoring

poor-quality
peatlands could
cut Scotland’s
emissions by as muck
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climate change body advising

large corporations does not

recognise peatland restoration
as alegitimate means of

offsetting greenhouse
gas emissions.
A group of companies and

char

ties has written to the

Science Based Targets Initiative
(SBTi) to say this stance is

hold]

fl
0

ng back the flow of private

nance. They accuse the
rganisation of constraining

I8

way to tackle the climate crisis”.

ternational efforts to restore
peatlands and sending an
‘unscientific message to
investors that peatland
restoration is not a legitimate

SBTihasinsisted it does
encourage companies to invest
in peatland restoration on top
of cutting their emissions.

Waterlogged peatlands

provide anaerobic environments

that prevent dead plants from
decomposing, locking carbon
into the landscape. Damaged

up in peatlands and that private
finance Is needed.

SBTi works with around
5,000 businesses globally,
including Tesco, Kellogg's and
the BBC, advising them on how
to reduce their greenhouse
gases, primarily through
planting trees.

“Maybe we should stop fighting

peatlands that have been
drained for agriculture or
forestry can dry out, releasing
greenhouse gases.

In 2020, the Scottish
government pledged to restore
250,000 hectares of peatland
by 2030, but has been slow
to do so, with only 18,500
currently restored. It is felt
that public funding alone will
not be enough to protect the
vast carbon stores locked
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nature — and work with it?”

Eleanor Kay, senior policy
adviser for agriculture and
climate change at Scottish
Land & Estates told Shooting
Times: "Peatland restoration
extends far beyond the usual
focus on carbon sequestration.
By restoring peat, we not
only capture carbon but also
significantly enhance natural
flood management and support
biodiversity. With the new
Peatland Action assessment

criteria prioritising projects
that incorporate private
finance, it's essential to prevent
notential investors from
peing deterred by conflicting
information,” she added.

“For Scotland to achieve
its net-zero targets and adapt
managed land to climate
change, diverse actions are
needed beyond tree planting.
The Scottish government must
orovide strong leadership to
meet the growing expectations
nlaced on land managers and
ensure successful, holistic
environmental strategies.”

Chief executive of the

Moorland Association, Andrew
Gilruth, said: “Perhaps we
should stop fighting nature
— and work with it? Since
gamekeepers are already
working in these amazing
landscapes, it does not require

a conservationist to turn up
and tell them what to do.” FP
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Inareversal of the black grouse’s

fortune, its numbers have doubled in | | X wee kend x po I [
2,000 hectares of Welsh moorland P @ |

What would you like to see more of in
Shooting Times?

39% News and opinions

33% Seasonal outings

- 28% Advice and guidance

follow us @shootingtimes

To do this weelk

Black grouse population
growing on Welsh moor

A survey has counted more and to monitor them since area, said: "This is excellent
than twice the number of 1997. They survey lek sites news for black grouse, one
black grouse in 2024 than across 2,000 hectares of of the most iconic species
were recorded in 2023 moorland. Lek sites are inhabiting our Welsh Take full
across 2,000 hectares of where the males gather uplands. It's refreshing to advantage of
moor in Denbighshire. Last during April and May to see such success emanating silage harvest for fox control. Newly cut
year 40 birds were logged, compete for a mate. They from years of practical hay and silage fields always draw in
but that number has risen put on a courtship display, cooperation between local foxesand are well worth running alamp
to around &0 this time. creating a deep bubbling authorities, landowners and over. [fyou think foxes are becoming

In a partnership that noise to attract females. hands-on conservationists. lamp-shy, athermal scope can work
includes Denbighshire Jack Parry of Clywdian "We hope that wonders —or simply settling yourself
County Council, Clwydian Range AONB said: “It's policymakers in the Welsh among some stacked balesand
Range and Dee Valley oreat news that there have government note what spending aquiet evening waiting can
AONB, farmers and not been any further losses.  can be achieved through be equally effective.
Flintshire County Council, However, the speciesisstill  collaboration with those <> Formoreonfoxing, see p38
countryside rangers have in a fragile state.” with local knowledge
worked to improve the Rough Shot Gethin and practical wildlife . Lymediseaseisa
habitat for black grouse Jones, who is based in the management experience.” disabling bacterial

conditionspread by tick bites. The best
defenceistopreventbitesby wearing
long clothingandusinginsectrepellent.

The I(ing retains patronage Thenextbestistospotand remove

S & - themwithatickremovaltool. Finally,
look out for the distinctive bullseye rash
Of the BrltlSh Deer SOClety or flu-like symptoms following a bite and

seek medical attentionif you notice

Following a comprehensive °rince of Wales, became are delighted and honoured these signs. Check your dogs too.
review of the patronages natron of the BDS in 1978 to announce His Majesty
of HM the Late Queen, HM and has been a staunch King Charles Il has retained
King Charles Il istoremain ~ supporter of BDS causes the patronage of the British
as the figurehead of the for nearly five decades. Deer Society.
British Deer Society (BDS). Buckingham Palace said “The continued support
At the time of her death it will carry out another of the King will make a
in September 2022, Queen review to consider the huge difference to our
Elizabeth [| was patron natronages held throughout  organisation’s work, and
of 492 organisations. Of the 14 other commonwealth  we look forward to working
these, 376 are due to be realms where King Charles closely with His Majesty
retained by the King or | is head of state. as we move forward into
other members of the royal BDS chief executive an exciting time for the
family. The King, then the David McAuley said: “We charity,” he added.
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Stalkers inthe Irish Republlc
willnolonger needto prmnde
.+ written landowner permissions "
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Now Irish deer licences
go online to cut delays

[reland brings in a new system to address delays but will it be labelled
disciminatory after West Mercia Police attempted to do the same?

Deer hunting licences in the Republic online and that printed shotgun and firearms  Ireland, or the National Association of

of [reland are to be streamlined by a new applications would no longer be accepted. Regional Game Councils.

online platform developed by the National BASC wrote to West Mercia to challenge The NPWS no longer requires written

Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS), which the change, on the grounds it would have andowner permissions. Instead, applicants

manages the country s nature conservation neen discriminatory towards older certificate  must complete a declaration regarding land

responsibilities. [t aims to make it easierand  holders and those who didn't have access nermission and compliance with Section

faster for hunters to obtain their licences ir to the internet. West Mercia immediately 23 of the Wildlife Act.

time for the start of the season. backtracked and allowed paper applications Wicklow Mountains stalker Will O'Meara
NPWS has made the application process  to continue (News, 15 May). told Shooting Times: “| hope the new

for the deer hunting licence completely

online through the Heritage Licensing Portal. - ““ThiiS new system should make it easier for

which went live on Tuesday last week . o o . .
(4 June). Applications via post or email VlSltlng huntersto buy their deer licence”
will be phased out.

Applicants will need to set up a user The new licence system in Ireland will online application and licence issuing will
account on the NPWS Heritage Licensing now require first-time hunters to pass a streamline the process and deliver licences
Portal, uploading a passport-style photo certificate of competence, which will be to hunters in a simplified efficient manner.
and a firearms licence certificate or proof optional for renewing applicants. For those “During the Covid pandemic there were
of firearm purchase (bit.ly/deerportal). applying for a licence for the first time, significant delays. This new system should

-arlier this year, West Mercia Police the NPWS has mandated attendance of a ensure no such delays occur and make
Force in England announced their firearms deerstalking competency course run by it easier for visiting hunters to buy their
icensing process would be moved entirely either the Deer Alliance, Country Sports icence.” FP

“Like an airborne collie, we’d circle round
to gather the group into a tighter herd”

Who said it: FelixPetit | Why: Felixjoinsadeer countby helicopter over 35,800 hectaresin the Highlands (p28)

NOEL HULMSTON; SHUTTERSTOCK
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The National Gamekeepers’
Organisation (NGO) has
written to Labour leader, Sir
Keir Starmer to offer him
honorary membership.
t has been widely
reported over the past few
weeks that Sir Keir's great-
grandfather, Gustavus,
worked as a gamekeeper
at Marden Park Estate in
Surrey. Sir Keir's father,
grandfather and seven
uncles were all keepers.
He has played down this
background but has spoken
about the importance

of the “togetherness of

the countrys'de".

The NGO represents
some 13,000 keepers, deer
managers, wildlife rangers
and riverkeepers, so with the
general election so close, it

Email your stories / shootingtimes@fieldsportspress.com

wanted to torem

rural vote” and em
Sir Keir's heritage.

ind Labour
about the importance of the

phasise

ST contributor and
stalker Chris Rogers said:

"With [Sir Keir's] family

background, it's an offer he

should consider seriously.
We need to be engaging

NGO recognises Sir Keir’s
keepering background

The Labour leader has strong
familial links to gamekeeping

-p
& :
k

U

with all the politicians and
parties for the benefit of
the countryside, game,
wildlife, and rural jobs.
Traditional party stances
on the countryside seem
to be shifting and perhaps
our own traditional views
on these parties need to
be reconsidered.”

Syndicate that raised cash for
kids’ charity decides to close

A shooting syndicate in
North Wales has decided to
close after 24 years, despite
raising more than £8,000
for charity in that time.

The Monday Club
Syndicate, based in
Bodelwyddan, was
established in 2000 to
enable local sportsmen and
women to find good small-
day shooting opportunities.

The syndicate also
gave its members the
chance to enjoy shoot

days across the co
including Northum
Scotland, to help p

untry,
nria and
rovide

additional income to other
rural communities.

The syndicate made
donations to Children in

Need each year by

sweepstakes on every shoot

running
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The Monday Club syndlcate ralsed thousands for Chlldren in Need

day. Before the Covid crisis
in 2020, the donations came
to £3,640.

However, in the wake of
the pandemic, the syndicate
has decided to close and
donate the remaining funds
in the members’ account
to the charity. The additional
donation amounted to
£4,377, taking the total
to £3,017.

Shoot captain Simon
Kent said: “The Monday Club
has always sought to give
youngsters and those new
to shooting an opportunity
o experience game
shooting in a cost-effective
way. Thisisin addition to
the opportunities of clay
shooting and pest control
the Monday Club undertook.

“This made supporting
Children in Need an obvious
choice for our charitable
donation,” he added.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New chairman for
moorland group

lce-creamtycoonJames Lambert is
the new chairman of the Moorland
Association. MrLambertwaselected
unanimously by the board ofdirectors
atthe AGM inMay and succeeds Mark
Cunliffe-Lister, whoserved as chair
since 2020. Mr Lambertbeganworking
as a cattlebreederinnorth Yorkshire
beforeinvestinginalocalice cream
company andtransformingitinto
aLlbillionbusiness called Richmond
lce Cream. Moorland Association
members manage around 860,000
acres of heather moorland and Mr
Lambertpraisedtheir “tremendous
contributionto the protectionand
conservation of one ofthe country’s
mostprecious landscapes’.

‘We’re acountry up
for sale, warns NFU

Thehead of the National Farmers' Union
(NFU) haswarnedfarming tenantsare
being uprooted to make way for large
solarfarms. Outgoing president Minette
Batterssaidinvestors were able to buy
up huge chunks of the rurallandscape.
"We are seeing horrificexamples of
somelandownerstaking back land from
tenantsto putintosolar. We are country
Up for sale. We are selling offland to
neoplewhodon't pay their taxes here.
thastochange.” She called for the next
governmentto prioritise a new land
strategy, soprotectionsare givento
traditional farming.

‘ = s Find us on_
~—* socital media

B =i

INSTAGRAM
@SHOOTINGTIMESUK

FACEBOOK
SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY
MAGAZINE

X
@SHOOTINGTIMES

YOUTUBE
THE SHOOTING SHOW
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Here’s our manifesto
for the election 2024

B A S C **“j"’;} _ 9 ., Comment with BASC’s Conor O’Gorman

The British Association for Shooting & Conservation

This is a pivotal moment for the future of shooting and we must all
lobby our MPs via BASC’s online campaign, urges Conor O’Gorman

includes decisions on

consult

dlnC

to|
the Home O

ations around t

lead ammunition, as well as measures
mprove firearms lic
fice and the NHS.

None of these issues are easy nuts to
crack but BASC is, and has always been, in

ith the general election
taking place earlier than
expected, many key policy
issues relevant to shooting
and conservation now hang in the balance
for the next government to determine. That
the outcomes of recent

he use of firearms

ensing, which involve

for th.e ey o, & pro’Fect LA h fhbs& ﬁho love shooting
shooting and conservation across the UK N ‘haveagolden opportunity
and overseas. That is not rhetoric, it's -« A ) IR {0, make their Voice heard &
something | have seen first-hand working S e e e e e SN N N
for BASC for 20 years. And | know that
whatever happens next, BASC will continue e A properly resourced firearms licensing The more feedback BASC receives
to champion our collective cause across a system that fulfils its primary purpose of from your interactions with candidate MPs
vast diversity of shooting interests. It will protecting public safety by being across the UK, the more informed we all will
seek out myriad supporters from among conducted efficiently and effectively. all be, visiting BASC's website to check in
the latest tranche of 650 MPs, regardless e [herecognition of the importance of on candidates as part of our own personal
of their political affiliation. BASC is an all- shooting and conservation to rural decision making on who to vote for.
party organisation. economies during the close season, the In arecent interview, BASC's director of
However, we really do need your help humane management of species such communications Christopher Graffius did
right now. BASC has launched an interactive as deer and agricultural pests, food not mince his words: “This election will be
online campaign on its website (basc.org. production, rural heritage and culture, seen alongside of really big elections in our
uk) to help people contact prospective MPs and social life across the country. history, like 1910, 1945, 1997 and now 2024.”
in their area and ask if they support BASC's e A commitment by government to work Perhaps this is not the time for us to
election manifesto. with BASC to assist with the nature continue to hide in the shadows, blaming
emergency by facilitating shooting’s our cynicism with politics. Instead, let’s
The BASC manifesto contribution to conservation and building ~ act now and show our collective voice as
e Sustainable shooting, which respects participation in fieldsports. a shooting community that is proud and
quarry species, seeks to conserve and loud about the environmental, social and
improve the environment, avoids You can use the template text from economic benefits that we deliver.
excessive consumption, complies S3ASC’s campaign for your emails or
with the law, improves the health and nerhaps write your own personalisec - Please visit the BASC website before
wellbeing of participants, as well as message, whether as an individual who 4 July to getinvolved. &
nroviding food and economic benefits shoots, or as someone who runs a shooting
0 the wider community. club or business. Whatever approach O Dr Conor O’Gorman is BASC’s head

nene
resou
the n

Recognition by gove
s a force for good, c
environmental, ecor

rnment that shooting  you take, please email any feedback you
elivering numerous receive to politics@basc.org.uk — we will
omic and social use that to update our webpages for

of policy and campaigns. He has over 25
years of experiencein conservation and

ature emergen

its, and that it
rce for conservation and addressing  have confirmed their support for BASC's

land management and a keen interest
inwild grey partridges. Contact him at:
conor.ogorman@basc.org.uk

s amassive untapped  those Parliamentary candidates who

Cy. election manifesto.
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MultiSpectral Thermal Binoculars

Introducing the HABROK multi spectrum binocular which delivers high performance thermal
imaging with a vibrant, full colour daytime image, night vision capabilities and a 1000m
laser range finder, all in a compact binocular chassis.

Equipped with a 4K Ultra HD optical channel and 256x192 12 micron thermal sensor with a

sub 35mK NETD sensitivity, Habrok 4K ensures perfect image quality and detail recognition
even in the harshest weather conditions.

256X192 Sub 35mK NETD

4K Ultra HD Colour by Day

With built in IR illuminator

Precision Distance Measuring

Man Sized Detection range

HABROKZI
£1199.95

L U Black Hot (s

Thermal Imaging Channel
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Pigeon shooting, picking
the right choke, BASC’s
Value of Shooting report

and testing the HikMicro
Stellar thermal scope

..AND MUCH MORE!

Bursary to encourage young stalkers

| read with interest your
editorial about deerstalking
and eating wild venison as
shown on Clarkson’s Farm
(Contents, 22 May).

| also watched that episode
and my feeling was, thank
goodness he has finally got
round to doing something
about the abundant deer
population on his farm. |
stalk on three local farms
and eat the results with my
family, as well as sharing the
meat with the farm owners
and their families. We all
enjoy eating the venison
and are aware of the need
to do something about the
expanding population of deer
that is negatively impacting
the native woodlands.

As man has removed any
natural predators of deer,
such as wolves and bears,
from the UK it seems the only
way to keep the native and
Introduced species of deer
in balance with nature is by
eating them.

To this end | taught my son
from the age of 12 to shoot
and harvest prey animals in
the UK. He started with rabbits
and has recently — under my
supervision — shot, prepared
and eaten, along with the rest
0
b

f his family, his first muntjac
uck. A proud moment for a
dad and his 14-year-old son.

To get my son to shoot
safely and competently, he
undertook marksmanship as
his skill for Duke of Edinburgh
(DofE) Bronze Award. He was
assessed by a military range
instructor and was able to
demonstrate competence
with both a .17 Hornet and
308 Win to the satisfaction
of the DofE assessors.

't seemed a natural
progression from there
to consider doing a Deer
Stalking Certificate (DSC1)
as a skill for the DofE Silver
Award, which my son is
currently undertaking. After
some discussion with both the
DofE Award scheme and the
3DS, it has finally been agreed
that this is now possible.

't seems the shooting
community is very keen
on educating the general
population, and young people
especially, about the need
for deer management and
woodland management
to boost the UK green
credentials and sustainable
food production.

Using the popular DofE
Awards as a vehicle to
enable the education
of the next generation
on the benefits of game
management, conservation
and utilisation seemed an
obvious step to me.

| was curious to get your
thoughts on this idea. In

addition, given that words
and statements of intent are
easy to produce, | wondered
if practical action to assist
in the education of the
young for the need of deer
management, in the form of
financial assistance, would
ne something the shooting
community would support?
A grant or bursary could go
towards the cost of a DSCI
course, which is around £300
plus expenses.

Colin Dawson, by email

The Editor responds: We should
be using allthe opportunities
availabletoustoencourage
more youngstersinto
fieldsports and | agree that

the DofE Awards are aperfect
chance to introduce themto
the basic skills. Itis great that
the BDS agreesas well (seethe
new column, Deer Matters, 5
June)andlamsure thatthe
wider shooting community
would supportany funding
that would help educate
newcomers andnovices.

Could funds be provided for young
people to take adeerstalking course?

WITHAM GROUP LETTER OF THE WEEK

Eachweek, the bestletterwinsagun-carerangethatincludes

high-quality gunoilsandac

noke andbarrel cleaner.

Visitwithamgroup.co.uk:
letterischosen, please contact samantha.toombs@
fieldsportspress.comto claimyour prize.

or further details. If your

. Walue & Service since 19
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Email your letters / ollie.harvey@fieldsportspress.com

DOG &' LOST

REUNITING DOGS

and wroteto my local my email never
ElgélgﬁyNDER PCC-elect. found its way to the WITH THEIR OWNERS
: Thanksto Dr candidate’s intray. Have you seen one of these dogs?
| wasinterestedto O'Gorman’sexcellent Sut that doesn't Please contact DogLost in the strictest confidence
readthe piece about tipsonto find them, orevent the mental so it can help return every dog to its rightful owner
the Policeand Crime and using the letter image | have of a senior and if possible include full contact details

nolice officer hiding
under their desk with
their hands over their
ears, hoping these
pesky shooting types
would all just go away.

| hope I'm wrong.
Alan Watson,
London

template he provided,
linformed the candidate
of my concerns about
the future of shooting.
I'm sure you'll be

astonished to discover
did not receive any
response at all. [t may
De, of course, that

Commissioners election
results (News, 22 May).
Having answered
therecentcalltoarms

—appropriately — by
ConorO'Gorman(How
will your PPC deal with
licensing?. 10 April),

| duly tracked down

Website: doglost.co.uk
Email: admin@doglost.co.uk

BILLY
Lurcher dog

Missing from Brinklow between
Coventry and Rugby, Warwickshire
since 21.04.24 Grey

Doglost ID: 191866

BELLE

Lurcher bitch
Missing near John Knox's Pulpit,

Kinross since 19.05.24
Blue (grey) Doglost ID: 192315

CHARLIE

Cocker spaniel dog
Missing from Watersfield/
Coldwaltham area, West Sussex

since 03.04.24
Liver with white blaze on chest and

docked tail Doglost ID: 191425

ELLA

Cocker spaniel bitch
Missing from Ripon area of North
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AHOOPTO
JUMP THROUGH

| musttake issue with
Alasdair Mitchell regarding
his attack on elderly
drivers (Sharpshooter,
15May).

For many elderly
people, especiallyin
ruralareas, the ability
todriveisveryvaluable.
Toattacktheminorderto
deflectattentionfromthe
bureaucratic nonsense
thatiscurrentfirearm
icensing is akin tothose
very few misguided
individualsinthe hunting
community who, inorder
todefend hound sportsin
the faceof aban, attacked
shooting sports.

When he says doctors
cannot ban you from
driving, they very nearly
can. People are reported
to the DVLA by their
doctor, often for very
minor health problems.
As with the requirement
for them to report
individuals to the local
firearms licensing
department, this causes
people to resist going to
their doctor when they
really should seek medical
advice, possibly putting
their lives at risk.

've written before
criticising the need
for applicants to get a
certificate from their
doctor, asit's just one
more hoop to jump

through to discourage
firearms applicants.

Until recently there
was no need for this; you
merely gave the police
permission to approach
your doctor if they
considered It necessary,
and this was a fairly
recent imposition. The
onus was on the police
to waste their time and
effort and not ours. It's
interesting that when
medical checks were first
nroposed by the police or
Home Office, GPs were
opposed to the idea. They
seemed to change their
minds when they realised
what a money-spinner
it could be.

P ABlackman, by email

“The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of
as we please. We have it in trust. We must
account for it to those who come after.”

King George VI

Yorkshire since 13.10.23
Gold and blonde with surgical scar
back left leg Doglost ID: 191539

LEXI

Cocker spaniel bitch

Stolen from Chilcote south of
Swadlincote, Leicestershire on
01.08.20

Black with small white goatee
Leicestershire Police crime reference
number: 20000414313

Doglost ID: 158923

MAXI

Fox terrier bitch

Missing from Ballon, Co Carlow,
Ireland since 16.01.24

White and grey Doglost ID: 189938

TINKERBELL

Labrador retriever bitch
Stolen from near A38 between
Willington and Burton upon Trent,
Derbyshire on 23.05.18 Yellow
Derbyshire Constabulary crime
reference number: 18000239305
Doglost ID: 129523

NAME WITHHELD

Lakeland terrier bitch

Missing from Wensley near Leyburn,
North Yorkshire, since 04.12.23

Red

Doglost ID: 189596
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Alan Edwards is conservationmanager at Bywell, a Purdey Gold Award estate inNorthumberland

Gamelkeeper

The first pheasant chicks hatch, followed by the lapwings — but
desperate action is needed to ensure they don’t go under the roller

he last day of April was my first
encounter with the first brood
of this year’s pheasant chicks.
The hen briefly peered out
from tall vegetation on the edge of ground
being prepared for this year's wild bird
food crops. Her brood, like unruly children,
spilled out on to the freshly preparec
ground, giving me a chance to see them.
| estimated they only hatched that morning.
As quickly as they appeared, the diligent
hen soon called them back into the relative
safety of the cover.

A deep sense of satisfaction always
rolls over me when | see the first chicks,

“Words of division
are seized upon
and used to split
and separate us”

an indication that all the hard work has been
worth it. She's in the lap of the weather
ogods now:; wild hen pheasants are a world
away from their reared counterparts that
vastly outnumber them.

In the 14 years of the Bywell game and
conservation project, |'ve seen the stock of
birds becoming increasingly accustomed
to the climate and weather patterns. They
often lay in some of the most unlikely
seasons, and their naturalisation has
oiven them the ability to respond to good
management practices. They can therefore
oroduce at least a couple of chicks in the
most difficult of years.

| worry, though, that the changes in our
weather patterns will create a more difficult
period for all wild birds. We can only hope
that management options will allow for
manipulation of the habitat to facilitate and
minimise impacts on vulnerable wildlife that
changes to our climate may bring.

Lapwings on the estate seem to
nave fared well this year, despite some
norrendous weather at times. Somehow
the early chicks missed the worst of the
downpours and a number of almost-fledged
chicks are now mixing with second hatches
of relatively juvenile birds.

_ g
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Diverse habitat is benefiting lapwings and other ground-nesters, but their world is full of hazards

A poor autumn for agriculture restricted
the sowing of autumn varieties of the corn
mixes, granting the lapwings a greater
diversity in the habitat they could choose
for breeding.

The work we have conducted for
14 years now means we have a viable
population of returning adults. This year
they were spoilt for choice and, with less
farming activity, all this combined to give
the lapwings the best chance in years for
nreeding suUcCess.

Vulnerable

As ever a watchful eye was kept on farm
activities to reduce a negative impact on
wildlife. One day, when rollers were seen
moving on to vulnerable land, a stance was
made in defence of nesting lapwings. It got
to the point when both Gilly and | were quite
orepared, on one field, to lie down in front
of the rollers to stop the operation. Luckily
for us, my bleats of protest were heard and
the tractors and rollers did not enter that
particular field. Three days later the first
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chicks hatched — without intervention they
certainly would have perished.

Distance

| was a fisher before | became a shooter
and fishing has always been a panacea for
me; some of the most difficult times have
been remedied by simply thinking about
fishing. | find it difficult to read words
written by fishers who seem to feel that
distancing themselves from shooters will
help. Charles Jardine recently wrote that
“anglers have always felt apart from other
areas of fieldsports, clinging on to our
laudable conservation aims”.

Do we not all have laudable conservation
aims? Surely words of division are seized
upon by our opponents and used to
split and separate us. We should not be
frightened to self-police and we should be
shouting from the rooftops about the great
work that tens of thousands of individuals
are doing in all the country sports on a
daily basis to help protect and preserve
vulnerable habitats and species. &

SHUTTERSTOCK
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XIreme
PLUS

A4A4dO0D Xtreme Plus Black

The synthetic stocked A400 Xtreme Plus features all of Beretta's technology in one gun. The new
Kick Off Mega, mounted just behind the grip, means that only the hand moves backwards while
the stock remains still to the cheek. There is no other recoil reduction system to touch it.

This new version includes all the excellent features of the Xtreme but with a raised rib, bigger
ejector port, oversized bolt handle and magazine release plus a soft cheekpiece.

AA400D Xtreme Plus Green ATS

A400 Xtreme
Plus Black

pic

A400 Xtreme
Plus Black

pli e

A400 Xtreme
Plus Max.7

pic

A400 Xtreme
Plus Max.7

pli[€

A400 Xtreme
Plus Bottomland

 pic

A400 Xtreme
Plus OptiTimber

12G

A400 Xtreme
Plus Green ATS

12G

Barrel length 26,28,30" 28" 26/28/30" 28" 26/28/30" 28" 26/28"
Chamber 3.5" 3" 3.0 3" 3.5 33 2.3
HP steel shot proof Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Extended chokes Yes/S Yes/5 Yes/5 Yes/S Yes/5 Yes/5 Yes/S
Weight (kg) 345 3 345 3 345 L 345
L/H action available Yes No Yes No Yes No No
SRP | £2,300 | £2300 | £2,550 | £2,550 £2,550 £2,550 £2,550

For further product information and details please call GMK on

GMK

01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk




Chris Dalton is a professional stalker and aregular presenteron I'he Shooting Show
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The sight of injured or dead animals by the roadside is never pleasant
and it seems worse when it’s the deer that stalkers have to manage

have spent a lot of time in
recently, driving back and
across the border. During

S

the truck
forth
my latest

trip, it stuck me just how many dead

animals | saw by the roadside, the majority

of which were badgers. | have no
badgers — they are on a par with

love for
foxes as

far as | am concerned — and where they

exist in numbers there is a corres
decrease in many other species s

hedgehogs and ground-nesting bi

That's before | even mention bovi
tuberculosis and the devastation
to our farming communities.

Responsibility
Despite all that, | do not like to thi

being squashed. We should recognise that

ponding
uch as
rds.

ne

it causes

nk of them

when a species is doing too well, and if that
has a serious detrimental effect on others,

action needs to be taken. With no
nredator, the responsibility falls t
matter how difficult or unpalatab

natural
O us, no
e it may

ne. However, getting our elected

holiticians

to acknowledge that, with a few exceptions,
seems to be impossible. | lost count of

the numbers of squished things |

SAW as

| headed north but it did include deer — all
were roe apart from one muntjac.

ltis avulnerable time for ’o‘e, particularly
the bucks and the youngsters that are
getting pushed around by the bigger lads
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— they can become distracted, which is
dangerous, especially if you are wandering
along the roadside verges. | was mulling
this over as | returned home after attending
The National Shooting Show in May. | was
there on the Sunday, meeting some of the
distributors | work with; what struck me was
the buoyant mood around the place and the
reports of brisk trade.

However, there was some disquiet
among the dealers who are specifically
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Distracfedifoe deer that wander by the
roadside are vulnerable to vehicle strikes

for an hour with no fox showing, but [ was
entertained by a lovely six-point roebuck

who was teasing a young doe for most of

that time. | called it a morning and quietly
backed off, leaving them undisturbed.
To be honest they were so wrapped up
in whatever game they were playing they
would not have noticed me had | walked

off in full view.

| was driving out of the farm when
my phone rang, a strange occurrence at

“I have no love for badgers - they are on
par with foxes as far as I am concerned”

stalking-orientated. Most of them reported
significantly lower levels of sales or interest
when compared with previous years; they
all put it down to The Stalking Show, held

as itis a month earlier. That said, | really
enjoyed my day and met up with a lot of
very happy punters who were having a great
time and the sun was shining, which

s always a bonus.

After a few days away | am always up
and away early with Zosia, so Monday
morning saw me sat in the hedge bottom
glassing the boundary of a meadow close
to Garryloop. The field had been mown for
silage over the weekend and the freshly
cut grass is a magnet for foxes. | waited

16 « SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

that hour, and it usually means there is a
problem. Sure enough, one of the timber-
harvesting drivers on his way to work had
seen an injured roebuck by the little railway
bridge: he thought it was still alive.

| drove up and it was another six-point
buck with his pelvic area and rear leg all
smashed. He was alive, but only just. He
had obviously been clipped by a vehicle. |
despatched him swiftly, hoping he had not
been lying suffering in that condition for too
long. Such a waste. &

(XD Chris Dalton is the founder of South
Ayrshire Stalking. Visit ayrstalk.co.uk
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Patrick Laurie

Country Diary
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Predator control is an important part of the conservation puzzle and
the shooting community needs to explain why to the general public

redator control means
different things to different
people. Systematic, structured
suppression of foxes and
crows by professional gamekeepers can be
extremely positive for all kinds of wildlife
— in fact, there’'s almost no replacement
for it. Even when conservation charities
hire “predator management specialists”,
the outcome usually falls far short of what
you'd expect from a keeper. But beneath
the gold standard, all sorts of predator
control are delivered by enthusiastic
amateurs. Some of this is really good, but
much of it is patchy and disorganised.

You could say that if any fox is shot,
it's all to the good — and perhaps this was
true in the days when foxes were extremely
scarce and you only had to kill one or two
in the course of a year in order to make a
difference. But nowadays, the number of
foxes seems to have skyrocketed — and
one or two dead ones make no difference
whatsoever to the success of rare or
endangered birds like curlew or lapwings.

Barmy

Random shooting of foxes in July and
August is likely to provide almost zero
conservation benefit. And unless it's
inked to a widespread and carefully
nlanned attempt to reduce fox numbers
across a wide area, this kind of shooting
s neither here nor there. I've even heard
that some people don't shoot foxes during
the breeding season so they can be sure
of more foxes to shoot in the autumn and
winter. Having spent 15 years in wader
conservation, this approach seems barmy.
f you can justify the sport by arguing that
it's not doing any harm to fox populations,
it's equally fair to say that it's not doing any
good for conservation either.

As biodiversity issues rise up the
agenda, it's increasingly clear that predator
control is an indispensable piece of the
conservation puzzle in many parts of the
country. The shooting community has
known this for years but, as many people
slowly come round to the idea, they're still
finding it hard to make their peace with fox
control because it all seems like a bit of fun
— as if the primary purpose of taking a life

might

s simply for

ogical that
None of

unde

otofitandl'd beahy
that it shouldn’t be allowec
nighlight a strange gap in the law that

s

Fox numbers are controlled for an array of reasons, mcludmg conservation, but never just for fun

excitement. Shooting people
rstand this differently, butit's
newcomers would be confused.
this should sound like a wagging
finger or a criticism of people who shoot
foxes recreationally. |

nave done an awful

hocrite if | made out
— but it does

allows foxes to be killed with almost no
legislative oversight whatsoever.

The justification for this extremely
permissive approach to fox control is that

“It’s not enough to
say we shoot foxes
simply ‘because
they’re bad’”

farme
“we'll
foxes

s and shooters

nandle this”. Bu

nave effectively said

t rising numbers of
in the countryside and a consequent

decline in rare and endangered birds seems

to suggest that, away f

rom areas of proper

gamekeeping, farmers and shooters are not

ontop of t
It's the
general pL

nis problem.
refore only logical for the
blic to ask why this is the case.

Looking back to the furore over the review
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of general licences a few years ago, the
whole business fell into chaos because
paigh group suggested that many

acam
birds,
being

straig
We mi

usefu

such asc

‘ows and pigeons, were

shot “for no clear reason”.
The result is that shooters are now
required to demonstrate a clear and

may r

ot understand why ce

are undertaken in the count

As
and cl

shoot
There
why it
— and
here,

it may not

ntforward rationale for their actions.
oht find that tiresome, but it's a

paper trail for the general public who
rtain activities
ryside. And it's
a useful thought exercise to apply the same

question to the control of foxes.

a community, we have to be tighter

earer

on many of our activities, and
ve good enough to say that we

foxes simply “"because they're bad”.
are hundreds of excellent reasons

'SImpo

rtant to control fox numbers
if I'm being deliberate
nerhaps it helps to focus the mind
and think clearly about our o

exercise might also prepare us for a debate

njectives. The

that may soon be coming our way. %

y controversial

(XO Patrick Lauriemanagesa
programmeto promole farming and
conservation, with a particular focus
onwadingbirds and black grouse, and
runsafarmin Galloway.
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HIKMICRO BlackOut
B2 A ER P IR Bundle

The new Alpex ASOEL LRF 4K features a state of the art 4K
Ultra HD sensor, delivering unparalleled performance, with
full colour by day and incredibly detailed night vision, with
a 1000m rangefinder and Ballistic calculator.

We have further enhanced the Alpex 4K performance
with the Blackout IR bundile, for extended ranges at night.
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Kit Includes

Alpex 4K LRF day/night scope
Evo 50AS 850nm Oslon Black IR
Scope to Picatinny adaptor

IR Torch Picatinny Mount

Alpex 4K LRF Blackout Bundie

£889.99
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gamebird feed
helps keep thel
would any mac

h

s far as |'m aware, none of my
gamekeeping friends have ever
felt the need to visit a gym.

Lifting and carrying sacks of
orovides a daily workout that
" core muscles as strong as
nines to be founc
the local sports centre. And the
exe
rep
doL
assl|

down at

ysical

rtion required to build release pens or
ace rotten posts with the aid of a heavy
ble-handled post rammer undoubtedly
sts in developing a six-pack stomach,

of which actor Chris Hemsworth in the film
Thor: Ragnarok would be proud.
Out on the grouse moors there's often
some heavy lifting to be done around the

stone constructed butts, a

ter sheep have

used them as convenient rubbing posts and

shelter over the winter mon

ths. Be

tween

October and April, keeping the necessary
heather burns under control with t

lon
aC
wh

Pa

egree of strent
ich, the genera

0
|

ts of the moor

get
traini

i

o-handled fire beaters can also

Us activity. Adc

ne aid of
involve

ed to

naccessibility of some

seem a sedentary life spent amblir

the bankside, giving advice as

type of flies to use and indulging in

chitchat with the fisherfolk. Be

scenes, however, there are sluiceg
to maintain, banks to be repaired and
occasional bouts of tree surgery to

be considered. Periodic weed cutting,

ain scythes — a series

traditiona
of scyt
at eact
standa

end for pu

ly with cF
ne blades lir

rds. aworko

Ked together wi
ng —is, by any

exercise set by a personal trainer.

Panther-lean
So given the general fitness required

for the job, you might possibly ask the
(hypothetical) question, why it is that not
of today's keepers are panther-|

all

Especially in corr
depicted in shoo

parison with thos
ing-related ph

eans the only way to
there is by shanks’s pony — isotonic
ng of the most fundamental kind.

And what of riverkeepers? Thel

s might
g along

0 the best

general

nind the

ates

th arope
one's

Ut comparable to any

ean?
e

otos of

several decades ago who — even though

the formali

'y of jacket, shirt ar
oreeches of their everyday wo
mask their physique — genera
to be fit and trim.

d tie and
‘kwear might

ly appear

Jeremy Hobson is anexperienced keeper, shoot host and fisherman

Sporting Life

Of course, without modern aids and
technology, their work was even more
ohysically demanding than that of their
modern-day counterparts. Not only that,
the option of transport was virtually non-
existent and, in most instances, limited
to walking, the use of a bicycle, possibly a
cob-type horse — usually the prerogative

some Kinc
taken the
time-driven reasons.

Keepers don’t need personal trainers to
stay fit, but their time is at a premium

of ATV has, of necessity, mostly
nlace of hand-feeding for purely

Only a fool would choose not to take
advantage of any aids, mechanical or
otherwise, available. But their use — plus
the requirement of time management —
has certainly lessened the opportunities

“There’s enough physical graft to negate
any need for keepers to visit the gym”

of the headkeeper — or the occasional use
of a pony and cart borrowed from the farm
when it was time to take the pheasant
poults to the woodland rides.

Times change. Quad bikes and other
all-terrain vehicles make the job easier
and, dare we say it, perhaps some keepers
a little lazy. That there is more ground to
be covered by an individual than there was
in the days when estate owners employed
copious amounts of beatkeepers s a
fact — and one that needs to be taken into
account when considering the day-to-day
duties. As an example, spin-feeding from

T

Ny A ‘,,1 _ [ g%

Gamekeepers now rely heavily on ATVs to cover vast tracts of land during their long working day

for a keeper to quietly walk their groL
and observe at close hand the presence
of predators, tracks (animal or human),
a fleck of fur caught on the lowe

nd

" strand

of a barbed wire fence or to simply enjoy

interesting flora and fauna. A
might very easily be missed f

of a vehicle.

All that said, there’'s ur
enough physical graft remr
keeper's everyday life tor

for them to visit their loca

without the cost of an expensive annt

membership fee. &

<, . .‘1-‘
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doubtedly
aining in a
egateany r
gym — anc

| of these
rom the seat
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(X0 Jeremy Hobson was a gamekeeper for over three decades and now regularly acts
as shoot host. He's a lifelong follower of hounds and claims to be an enthusiastic, but

somewhat incompetent fisherman.
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Browning
Shotgun
CleaningKit for
129 & 20g
£17.95

Beretta
Gamekeeper
FV0150
Cartridge Bag
£149.95

Acmeday &
Magpie Call
£11.95

Caldwell E-Max
Electronic
Hearing

Protection
£148.95

Larsen Trap
£1/78

Tipton Compact

F— RangeVise

£36.95

Hsf Shooting
Matt Olive Green
£49.95

Beretta
Challenge EVO
Eyeglasses
availablein
various colours
£38.95

Beartooth Comb
Raising Kit
£25.95

Caldwell Max
Grip Sling - FDE
£28.95

Portable Folding
Shooting Chair
£85

Vanguard Porta-
Aim Gun Rest
£44.95

p— B

|
e
I bha Haard
Hear and De rieara

Wheeler36 Piece
Spacesaver
Screwdriver Set

£22.95

Jack Pyke
Spinner Target
£13.95

Birchwood
Casey Perma
Blue Complete
Kit

£21.50

Hawke Vantage
8x32 Binoculars
- Green

£130

‘Rustic Retreat’
Coasters
£14.95

Winchester
Alaska Fleece
Jacket - Khaki
£39.95

Openingtimes: Mon-Fri9am-5pm <"Tue 7pm-9pm # Sat10am-12.30pm

Bog Camo Death
Grip Real Tree
£299

Ariat Moresby
Waterproof
Boots

£175

Birchwood
Casey Tru-Oil
Stock Kit
£23.95

Jack Pyke
Technical
Featherlite
Jacket
£54.95

Tipton Cleaning
Rod Rack
£10.95

Winchester
Dog Clock
£32.95

lan Hodgé Shooting & Fieldsport Supplies, Wadebridge, Cornwall, PL277LA « 01208 813651 * ianhodgel0@hotmail.com
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Fly-fishing
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Is there anything more calmifig for >
the soul thanstanding on ariverbank

- onawarm late-spring evening?
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Theold canerod, bought at auction for £60, seems perfectly paired with a Hardy Sovereignreel

’man avid and addicted pigeon
shooter. That’s my passion

and I'm avery lucky man
because it’salso part of my job
as a gamekeeper. Vermin control is
one of the many areas I’'min charge

of on the estate where I work. This
covers protecting the pheasants and
partridges we release, and helping the
farm to protect its crops.

It is my primary passion butIalso
enjoy the occasional bit of tly-fishing
ontheriver Cam, which we are
fortunate to have running through
the shoot land nearby. It contains
some fantastic, rarely disturbed
brown trout. About one-and-a-half
miles of the river is infrequently
fished and hidden away, so we keep
it exclusively for the estate. There are
no fishing clubs on this stretch and it’s
only the land agent and me who wet
a line when conditions are right.

If you’re expecting some detailed
information about how to fly-fish for

trout, you’re going to be disappointed.

I’m not an expert. ButIdo find my
few days out with the rod rather than
my gun extremely relaxing. You can’t
beat a late spring evening for a couple
of hours fishing. It is a slower-paced

sport than pigeon shooting. Standing
by ariver is one of those things that
helps to destress and calm the soul —-
it’s similar tolookingintoafireona
winter’s night — until you spot a fish
rise or there’s atug on your line.

Catching a fish is the main aim of
a trip to theriver, but there are many
species of flora and fauna you see on
theriverbank that make even a fish-
less evening enjoyable.

I probably only go out with my
fly-rod three or four times a year, but
[used to fish more often with friends
on the reservoirs or occasionally, if
[wasvery lucky, I'd get a call to fish
for salmon on some of the rivers in
Scotland. This was a fair few years ago
when the salmon were more plentiful
and I did have some success, making
great memories along the way.

Timing

The more salmon fishing I did,
though, the more I realised

that timing and the weather is
everything if you want to catch one.

I was lucky enough to have friends
knowledgeable enough and who lived
close to the rivers who knew exactly
when the fish were running.

Fly-fishing

Some of the calls were very last-
minute, but you knew you were in
with achance if you could get away to
make the most of the local knowledge.

Deeper stretches

In afunny way, timing is very
important with the Cam too. It’sa
varied stretch of river on the estate
and can be slow-flowing in the deeper
parts. With warm weather the water
colours up with sediment from the
riverbed. What you really need is

a good amount of rain, the opposite
of what you want for many rivers.

A good heavy shower seems to
settle the particles floating in the
water column and, for a few days, the
river willrun gin-clear. Heavyrain
usually has the very opposite effect
on many other rivers, turning them
chocolate brown — but you’ll just have
to trust me when I tell you that is not
the case here.

“There had tobe a
fish lying under the
cover In the water”

It was a calm and slightly muggy
evening when I set off to the river
at about 6pm, and there had been
good sharp showersofrainin the
morning. It only takes a couple of
minutes to walk down to one of my
favourite spots where there’s a long,
slow-flowing glide that holds some of
the larger fish. I thought I'd start there
and see if anything would show itself.

Yourarely seerises, but youcan
often see the bow waves or water

disturbance of fish moving on still
evenings. It had been a couple of days
sincellasttookalookattheriver 2

Lo s

- . -
Geoffchooses aHare’s Ear, which he casts
(left)and allows to sink a little in the water
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Fly-fishing

and it looked like Imay have been
a day early for the best of the fishing.
The water had cleared significantly,
though itwasn’t as clear as it can be,
but the level hadn’trisen, so it was
definitely fishable. I couldn’t fish the
following day so it was now or never.

Ilike to fish with alovely cane
rod I bought at an auction about 20
years ago for £60, accompanied by
a Hardy Sovereignreel. They add a
little to the occasion and Ilove them as
pieces of equipment. The rod is heavy
compared with modern ones, but I
only fish for a couple of hours at a time
and I never need to cast very far on
such a small river. So the pairing feels
perfect for the job and simply puts
a smile on my face.

Theriver seemed very quiet when
[ had setup myrod and tied on asize
12 Hare’s Ear fly. I decided to have a
few exploratory casts into a couple of
likely spots, but my first catch of the
evening was a lovely, fully leafed tree
asusual. I had no joy on my favourite
stretch, but Ididn’t let that put me
off because I knew the fish wouldn’t

h.' B

Thefirst flsh doesn’t want to play but the
second is more obliging and neatly landed

gravel bankand into a bend that has
been scoured out by the currentand
Is pretty deep.

A few metres after the river
deepens, anivy-covered hawthorn
tree had halffallen over and there had
tobe afish lyingunder the cover in the
deep water. I usually fish streamers

“It’s always exciting to see the movement
in the water and it gets the heart pumping”

really switch on until a little later,
up until lastlight. I decided to move
upriver and return to this spot later.
Further upstream, the river
narrows and becomes more wooded,
fast-flowing and overgrown with
alder and yew trees. Butit’s also great
habitat for fish with plenty of large
dead wood in theriver. There’s one
bend that has been a lucky spot for
me inthe pastand I thoughtI'd try
it. The river flows over a shallow

-
\

Like the first, the second trout
isaround 10in with perfect fins

or weighted nymphs, which Iswing
on the current orretrieve with a few
small tugs and twitches if the flow of
the water is too slow.

I cast my second Hare’s Ear fly to
the far bankand let it sink and swing
under the hawthorn. It wasn’t long
before I felt the anticipated tug on the
line and I was into my first fish of the
evening. It wasn’ta monster, but was
a hard-fighting 10in, perfectly marked
brown trout.

26 * SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

On another of the deep bends
upstream, I had a few follows and I
could see afish swirling at my fly as it
slipped through the water. It decided
against attaching itself, but it’s always
exciting to see the movement and
it gets the heart pumping. A second
fish was more obliging, though, and
Ilanded a similar-sized, perfectly
finned little trout from under an
overhanging yew close to the bank.

[ thought it would be agood idea
to head back to the slower-tlowing,
deeper stretch because it looked like
the fish were more active now the
light was begging to fade. Back at
the deeper glide, the water surface
was showing signs of movement
beneath. You could tell that fish were
moving around, as the surface of the
water was glass-like in the windless
conditions so any movement was
easy tospot.

Electrofishing

This stretch of river is deeper because
thereis asluicegate downstream to
control the flow in front of the house
and for flood control. Theriveris
stocked downstream, but the fish
can’tget up pastthe sluicegate, so all
those above the gate are definitely
wild. I’ve never seen any other species
and theriver was electrofished a few
years ago, which confirmed that only
trout seem to live here.

There are some beauties lurking
belowin the depths. My personal
best fish was about 4lb 8oz and I've
had glimpses of bigger specimens.
Below me and under yet another tree,
quite close into the bank, I spotted
movement. It was about 8pm at this
point but still warm and humid. I cast
my fly outinto the centre of the river
and let it swing back to the disturbed
water below. Nothing. Not even a nip
on the fly or a swirl.

[lengthened my line and cast
again... Bump! A fish took the fly and
proceeded to chase about the pool.

It took a minute or two to get it under
control and then to the net.Itwasa
decent 15in trout. I know there are
bigger fish in this stretch of river, but
this one made the trip worthwhile.

The evening finished there with
three hard-fighting fish to the net —
two 10in to 12in and one about 15in.
We’re very lucky to have this gemofa
river so close and with so little fishing
pressure put uponit. I'll keep my
eye on the forecast and hope to have
another evening out soon. %
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h a m) Discount

Use code
ST20

Offering the highest quality gun oils, with a unique biodegradable option and a remarkably effective choke and barrel cleaner, our new
Gun Care Range provides outstanding protection and precision for game and clay shoot firearms. Our popular green painted game feeders
offer a more camouflaged effect in the countryside, with top up paint for maintenance. Contact us to find out more.

withamgroup.co.uk
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* OPTICS EXPLAINED *
WWW.DREWSLAB.CO.UHZK FLIGHTLINE DECOYS ARE THE

LEADING INNOVATORS IN
@ PULSAR THERMAL PIGEON DECOYING EQUIPMENT.

Now in our tenth year as the most popular, and in demand
g makers of the iconic FF6 Pigeon flapper!
S

Motile App

TREAM
W VISION

There is nothing out there that come
close, in lifelike action, reliability,
and second to hon customer service.

Demand is, as always high. So, to
secure your FF6 for 2024, simply
go to the website and place your
order. Or text, ‘CALL BACK’ To
07592998202, and we will call
you, as soon as we have the next
batch available.

g _ Flightline Decoys...”If we’ve
Tﬂlns x035 A T 1A built it, they WILL COME!”
from £1,769~ e S———
FREE extra battery worth-£110 Tg B CHECK ouT FLIGHTLINE-DECOYS

OUR YOUTUBE

CHANNEL
FLIGHTLINE & 07592 998202

sales@drewslab.couk www.drewslah.co.u ] TS Cove
WWW.FLIGHTLINEDECOYS.CO.UK




Deer management

Stalkers join the teams in the
helicopter as they haveagood
ideawhere the deer herds are
most likely to be found
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~Felix Petit joins a t.e-amJiﬂﬁﬂ Ty
~ helicopter —one of two e e o
_ foraHighlanddeercount  *

Deer management

A view
to a cull

As deer management in Scotland causes ever
more controversy, head counts are vital to
get an accurate picture of the problem

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY FELIX PETII1

ince October 2023 there have
no longer been close seasons
for any male deer in Scotland.
New government legislation
proposals for deer management
nature restoration orders (DMNROSs)
could amount to state-mandated culls
on private land, if appropriate density
targets are perceived not to have
been met (News, 5 June). A proposed
extension to the hind culling season
continues to divide opinion and has
ensured these issues are never far
from the headlines.

Although the deer management
and wildlife sector hosts abroad
church of opinions on what the
best strategy is for managing deer
impact, few disagree that attempting
to quantity deer population and
distribution in Scotland is essential.
Without a detailed picture of deer

numbers and their effects on nature
conservation, future management
risks beingineftective or overzealous.

With this in mind, a superb team
at N<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>