FLY-FISHING CLUB CALLED OUT FOR SEXIST PRACTICES
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“I trust Sako due to its out of the box
accuracy, outstanding durability and
fantastically, crisp trigger. It’s quite simply
an incredible workhorse of a gun”

Paul Childerley

BLACK TIMBER STRATA CAMO FUSION
SRP: £2,395 SRP: £2,495 SRP: £2,695

Gamehead Varmint
Sako has developed
the ultimate Varmint

bullet that features Built on the world renowned TRG platform, the S20
5 :h'n JEC:Etj?d delivers Sako’s outstanding out of the box accuracy,
a tipped head to ensure GAMEHEAD VARWINT, * | | | . i ; :

PP . cawousowmoues | TOPESEERT i1 alongside a superbly crisp and adjustable trigger,
maximum expansion. | L *

with a modern, adjustable thumb hole stock.

Powerhead Blade The cold hammer forged barrel is fluted to

Sako's non-toxic, S sako save weight. A Cerakote tungsten finish is
100% pure ductile = o applied to the stainlesssteel action and barrel,
Zoﬁftrizu;i:aga; - powerhead giving the rifle years of unparalleled service.

design for terminal
stopping power.
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SAKO0124_S20

GMK GMK Ltd Bear House, Concorde Way, Fareham, Hampshire, PO15 5RL SCAN ME to watch
Tel: 01489 587500 Email: sales@gmk.co.uk www.gmk.co.uk Paiitefull Feview
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SKINNER'S

BORN TO BE OUTDOORS

DOG OF THE WEEK

Huginn and Muninn

Of the two English springer spaniels, Huginn at four is used to deerstalking so stays at heel,
but two-year-old Muninn has no off switch; he loves to flush birds and hares or rabbits.

Owned and photographed by Alexander Kennedy
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One for stalkers
g di=np Tllbedisappointedto
. __miss the Stalking Show
= S i year, but theirony
‘ ] thatIwill be on my stag
doinstead isnotloston

me. [ visited the first Stalking Show

a few years back with trepidation;
during a busy show schedule, how
would this one stand out? Butin a
couple of years, the organisers have
managed to establish this event as the
premier show for deerstalkers and
rifle shooters alike.

Perfectly timed to coincide with
the start of the roebuck season —
which this stalking special issue also
celebrates — the show has attracted
anumber of high-profile advocates,
from hobbyist stalkers to professional
deer managers. With culling and pest
control in the news more than ever
recently, itis the ideal place to meet
with like-minded individuals and
discuss the future of this essential
sector of fieldsports.

Or if you don’t have many
opportunities to get out with arifle,
why not head along and get involved.
Simply buying a ticket (stalkingshow.
co.uk) enters youinto a draw towin a
red stag stalking holiday in Scotland.
I’m disappointed not to be attending.
You don’t have to be.

Ollie Harvey, Managing Editor

=

Contact Ollie atollie.harvey@
fieldsportspress.com

contents 10 April 2024
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Optimized to ensure excellent
compatibility with traditional
European chamber dimensions.
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MONOLITHIC COPPER RED POLYMER TIPS OPTIMUM GROOVE
ALLOY BULLETS The red polymer tip helps GEOMETRY

One-piece copper alloy won't separate initiate expansion by driving The grooves on the ECX™ and CX™

and delivers devastating terminal back into the hollow cavity bullets have been optimized to reduce
performance, deep penetration, at the front of the bullet, drag, resulting in more retained velocity
and 95% weight retention. creating uniform expansion. downrange and more energy on target.
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NEWS

Shadow Environment Secretary Steve
Reed says Labour will ban drag and trail-
hunting inits first five years in power

Even party members are

confused by hunt plans

Mixed messages from Labour are causing confusion: the party says
it respects the rural way of life — while insisting it will ban hunting

hen shadow
Environment
Secretary
Steve Reed
insisted a Labour government
would prohibit drag and trail-
hunting in its first term, 10,000
members of the public emailed
Mr Reed within 72 hours.
Inaninterview in The
Times, Mr Reed initially
made the comments relating
to foxhunting, while also
stressing that the Labour Party
wanted to shift from being
“narrowly urban” and show
the countryside that the party
“respects their way of life”.
The Countryside Alliance and
other rural organisations have
been working with Labour since

these comments, and believes

there is confusion in the party
about the current approach to
a full hunting ban.

Mr Reed has given two major
interviews since he spoke to
The Times without mentioning
trail-hunting. He has also
assured rural lobbying groups

positions such as banning
grouse shooting and introducing
a right to roam.

Countryside Alliance chief
executive Tim Bonner has
suggested the positive steps
by Labour to court the rural
vote will be undone if it does

“Starmer admits Labour has
lost touch with rural Britain”

that Labour’s plans regarding
foxhunting are limited to a minor
tweak to ensure that the law is
neing adhered to.

Sir Keir Starmer and Mr Reed
have both publicly admitted
that Labour has lost touch with
rural Britain and has already
backtracked on other policy

6 * SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

decide to launch another attack
on hunting. “Labour is not
following public opinion with its
commitment on trail-hunting, it
s bowing to a small group within
the party for whom hunting is a
totemic political issue.

“[tis impossible to square
such an approach with the

suggestion that Labour has
a renewed respect for rural
communities. Keir Starmer will
have to decide whether he really
s going to change Labour’s
approach to the countryside, or
whether he is going to enable
another attack on hunting.”
Shooting Times's hunting
contributor Rachel Green said:
“When Labour win the next
election have they really nothing
better on their agenda than
to ban all forms of hunting?
It seems neither they nor the
oresent Government have any
interest in the countryside or
farming. Reed and Starmer can
rest assured their proposed full
nan of all forms of hunting will
only find favour with a small
percentage of voters.” FP




Hatfield House has said a

hunt on its land was “entirely
legal”, after saboteurs

claimed illegal foxhunting
was taking place. Hatfield
Park, the Hertfordshire
home of the Marquess
of Salisbury, hosted the
Cambridgeshire Hunt with
Enfield Chace’s closing
meet of the season, an
event that dates back to
the 18th century.
Activists from North
London Hunt Saboteurs
and East Northants
Hunt Saboteurs were in
attendance to "monitor” the

event, with
Giles claimi
"hounds se

me
8

Nt |

mber Rhys

the group saw

nto woodland

and hedgerows” as part of
llegal foxhunting.

In a statement, a
spokesman for the historic
Hatfield House said the
event was “entirely legal”,
because drag or trail-
hunting were taking place.

Email your stories / shootingtimes@fieldsportspress.com

Hatfield hunt was ‘entirely [ 707000

What was on the table for
Easter lunch?

| 16% Roasted venison

54% Classic leg of lamb

9% Pigeonbreast

 21% Somethingabitdifferent

follow us @shootingtimes

To do this weelk

ClLEAN Qongun care
s vital tokeep

any shotgun or firearm performing

Saboteurs say they ‘monitered’ the history Hatfield House meet accurately, safely and with reliable

orecision. Regular cleaning and
"Hatfield Park has following a trail laid by hunt ubricating will help to avoid build

always supported the rural staff on a quad bike. No Up, corrosion and keep moving parts

economy and country sports  wildlife or animals were working smoothly.

operating within the law and ~ harmed during the day and Witham Group has been

realms of good practice, " it the day’s activities were manufacturing award-winning

said. “Contrary to certain entirely legal. Hertfordshire lubricants for more than100 yearsand

reports, the hunt were drag Police were in attendance knows a thing ortwo about keeping

or trail-hunting with hounds  to witness events.” equipment and machinery intiptop
condition. The company’'s expertise

nasnow enabled it to develop a new

Defra restricts amount of [z

-» Readers of Shooting Times receive

land gOlng lntO SFI SCheme aZ0% discountonallproductsfrom

Defra has announc

a cap on the amant
farmers in England can

Farmers in tractors bring chaos to Westminster

claim on environmental
incentives. New applicants
of the Sustainable Farming

Incentive (SFI) scheme will
only be able to put 25% of

Witham by quoting the code STZ20. Visit

their land into the six SF sustainable food production withamgroup.co.uk tofind out more.
actions that take land out and the new cap comes
of food production, which in response to industry . Look forbig pikein
include planting winter bird concerns about food the shallows. Asthe
food crops on arable land. security. Defra Minister weather warmsup, mature female pike
The schemes pay Mark Spencer said: “Food willmove intoshallow waterto breed.
farmers to improve the production is the primary Stealth and cunning willreap rewards
environment alongside purpose of farming, and whenfishing for the largest specimens.

today we are taking action
to clarify this principle.”
Most of the land in the
-| scheme continues to
roduce food but about 1%
- farmers who applied to
-| 2023 wanted to put 80%
or more of their farm into
these six non-productive
actions, which prompted the
clarification. It came on the
same day as farmers formed
a protest in Westminster
against what they said was Female pike move into shallow waters to
a lack of support for food breed so now’s the time to catch abeauty
production in the UK.

N O T W
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Royal Mail says it will carry knives that ‘can
be used for hobbies and trades and butcher

knives’, which covers most used by hunters

-

Royal Mall backtracks
on plans to ban blades

Small businesses would be penalised under a blanket ban on bladed
items but campaigners have convinced Royal Mail to scrap its plan

Royal Mail has shelvedits planstoimpose a banned itemsincluded cutlery knives, scissors  training, which couldresultin unfair penalties.
blanketbanon the carriage of knives, which and razor blades. BASC willcontinue to press Royal Mail for
would have unfairly penalised hundreds of Despiteinitially stating thiswasabusiness ~ furtherclarity.”
small businessesacrossthe country. decisionand "notopentodiscussion”, Royal Leo Donkersley, international sales
Rurallobbying organisationsincluding Mail has now said that, following feedback, manager at Casstrom Knives, said: “I'm
BASC have writtento Royal Mail's chief from 7 May there willbe alist of prohibited encouraged to see Royal Mail reconsidering
executive, pointing outthebanwould severely  bladeditemsitwillnotcarry,andalist of its blanket knife ban. Recognising outdoor
impactretailersacrossthe UK thatrely on restricted bladeditemsthat can still be sent Knives as essentialtools, and not weapons,
onlineordersforknives (News, 14 February). Using its age-verification service. isacrucial distinction. This rethink reflects
The rethink of the policy was urged by

campaignerswhohighlightedthatRoyalMail - “Recognising knives as essential tools, and

willcontinue to deliver other age-restricted

tems, suchas alcohol, and had failedtooffer IO WEQPOIS, 1S a crucial distinction”

any clearexplanationforimposing a ban.
BASC alsosenta letter to Business Secretary BASC'shead of policy and campaigns Dr athoughtful approachto balancing safety
Kemi Badenoch, asking her tointervene. ConorO'Gormansaid: “While thisis welcome with the needs of legitimate users.”

The rethink comes after theinitial policy news, thedevilisalwaysin the detail. Theinitial Royal Mail will now continue tocarry
announcedthatthe banwouldinclude feedbackwe have received from retailers and “any knife or knife blade, including cutlery
“sporting equipmentwith ablade”, which trade membersontherestrictionsduetotake  knives, breadknives, knivesthatcanbe
would have extended toarticlessuch asice effectarethatthe definitionsaretoovague used for hobbiesand trades, butcher knives
skates. Otheritemsthatappearto have been and leave themopentotheirdeliveries being (including meat cleavers), felling axes and
dropped but were presentontheinitial list of randomly stopped by postal staff withlittle razor blades”.FP

“The driver called me various unrepeatable names

then drove off with a squeal of tyres”
Who said it: Alan Child : Why: Alan'shumane despatchof a harethathad beenmaimed by acaris misconstrued (p52)

SHUTTERSTOCK
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Lucy Mantle, chairman of
City Flickers, afly-fishing
clubthattriestoinvolve
young peopleinthe sport,
has writtenanopen letterto
Alastair Collett, president
of the Flyfishers’ Club,
criticising theclub’s male-
only membership policy.
Inanopen letter
postedonInstagram, Ms
Mantle brandedtheclub’s
membership practices
“anachronisticand archaic”.
Sheadded: “Thereare many
ofus, bothmenand women,
whoviewthepolicy as
indefensible, unsustainable
and above allunwise.
"Atatimewhentheneed
todefend ourenvironment,

and in particular our precious

rivers, isparamount,

Email your stories / shootingtimes@fieldsportspress.com

the exclusion of halfthe
populationfromentryto
debateinthecorridors of
influence seems profoundly
unwise,” added Ms Mantle.
The Flyfishers' Club,
which wasfoundedin1884,
saidinitsoriginal prospectus

itaimed "toaffordaready
means of communication
hetweenthoseinterested
inthisdelightfulart”.
Theclubhashadseveral
homesover its140-year

ifetime butis nowbased at
the Savile ClubinMayfair.

Fly-fishing, as Ms Mantle points out, is not strictly amale preserve

Doubts on deer management

The Scottishgovernment's
new deer management
naturerestorationorders
(DMNROs) continue tomeet
resistance inthesector.
Aswe reported, the
Scottish Gamekeepers
Association (SGA)
declined to engage with the
consultationthatcame up
withthe DMNROs, aswell as
anextensiontothe female

deerseason (News, 27/
March). The consultation
closed onZ29March.

Now, the Association
of Deer Management
Groups has expressed
"deepconcern”, calling the
proposalsthe “mostradical
changestodeermanagement
inlivingmemory".

ltisfeared that DMNROs
could mandatethereduction
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The Scottish government’s consultationon deer has nhow closed

of deer populationsto yet
unspecified levels, with
finesofuptox40,000for
non-compliance.

James Scott, Scottish
policy officer for the British
Deer Society (BDS), told
Shooting Times: "Wedon't
agree with DMNROs because
wethink there are other
mechanismsthat could be
tweaked toachieveasimilar
effect. Itisstillunclearunder
what circumstancesthey
would actually be used, and
the notions of ‘enhancement’
and restoration areyetto
be defined.

“However, overour
discussions with NatureScot
and the Scottish government
we feltthatthey had learned
lessons from previous
consultations andthis
timethey are payingmore
attentionto the opinions
of deer managers. The
questionsthey have asked
seemmoregenuineandthe
answersdonotseemto be
aforegone conclusion.’

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE 9

Britain’s oldest fly-fishing
club is ‘anachronistic’

Owl among dead
animals dumped

A3/-year-oldmanhasbeen arrested

afteranumberofdead anima

left outside a shop in Hampshi

investigation waslaunched w
b0deadhares, akestrelanda

swere
re. An

nen
barn

owlwere found outside Broughton
Community Shop onl5March.

Examinations showedthe

barn ow!

and kestrelhad both beenshot, despite

being protectedunderthe Wil
Countryside Act198&1.

ldlifeand

OnZ28Marchofficersarrested aman
from Tottonon suspicion of criminal
damage, night poaching and other

offencesunderboththeFirea
Animal Welfare Acts.

rmsand

Clean-ups funded

Funds raised from fixed-pena

by fly-tipping fines

ty notices

for fly-tipping and littering will be spent
oncleaningup andenforcement. The
new rules ring-fencing the money was
confirmed by Recycling Minister Robbie
Moore and cameintoforce on1 April.
CLApresident VictoriaVyvyan
welcomed the newrules, commenting:

"Aswellasincidentson publicland,
farmersare alsovictims of fly-
and have to pay to have dumped waste

removed fromtheirland, onlyadding to

tipping

theinjustice. Therefore fixed-penalty
notice receipts mustbe usedto help
clearupincidents on both publicand

privateland.”

INSTAGRAM

Fmd us on
socml media

@SHOOTINGTIMESUK

FACEBOOK

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY

MAGAZINE

X

@SHOOTINGTIMES

YOUTUBE

THE SHOOTING SHOW



, 9 . Comment with BASC’s Conor O’Gorman

How will your PCC
deal with licensing?

With elections for Police and Crime Commissioners on 2 May, members
should ask their candidates about firearms, urges Conor O’Gorman

have worked as a polling station T TR T R e O TR i
clerk in various elections over the A R S SRR S Ll “ Ifweallworktogether,we"":
years and the Police and Crime WISy RGN gyl e S T g T . = canget firearmslicensing .
Commissioners (PCC) elections are 210 the front of the agendasg
undoubtedly the graveyard shift, with the P ourpollceforces
paucity of visitors making a 16-hour day

drag even more interminably.

That public apathy about who becomes
their PCC is surely an opportunity for the
shooting community to make candidates
realise that firearms licensing is a key issue
for active voters in their constituency.

Last year, tens of thousands heard

BASC's call to act now in opposing a
proposed ban on gamebird releasing in “I am writing to you as a candidate in professional practice. If elected, you
Wales, and on the Home Office’s firearms the upcoming elections for Police and should reference this in your policing
icensing consultation. Crime Commissioners, as a constituent plan and it should be included in the Chief
Our weight in numbers is making a involved in shooting. Firearms licensing Constable’s strategic demand assessment
difference but we need more of you to join comes within the PCC’s responsibility of the force’s firearms licensing
the fight. So let’s keep the momentum going  for policing plans, budgets and holding department. Both documents should be
and make this year’'s PCC elections a political ~ Chief Constables to account. | hope you published on your PCC website.
marker. We must get the point across that share the objective of your force running Thank you in advance for taking the
we are passionate about shooting and a firearms licensing system that protects time to read this and reply to me. | will
are politically active — and prospective public safety and provides an efficient be notifying BASC of your response,
politicians had better start to listen to our service to those who shoot. which will be made available ahead of the
needs and act upon them. So what is this all As firearms licensing is an election to those who shoot in your area.”
about and what can we each do to help? administrative, rather than an operational
function, if elected you would have a vital If you receive a reply from any of the
Obligations role in the allocation of resources and candidates please forward them to BASC
The PCC elections take placein Englandand  accountability for your Chief Constable’s (politics@basc.org.uk). Let's all work
Wales on 2 May. One of the key roles of a performance. Should you be elected, | together to get well-resourced firearms
PCC is to hold the force's Chief Constableto ~ would like to know if you will ensure that: icensing at the front of the agenda for our
account for service delivery. The PCC also The firearms licensing department holice forces. &
signs off the police budget and policing plan. is sufficiently well resourced to deliver
As such, they play a vital part in ensuring certificate renewals and grants in a 2> To identify your
that their force fulfils its obligations on timely manner — 95% of all renewals and candidates and contact
firearms licensing and delivers the service grants (except those involving serious them regarding an
in an efficient manner that protects public safety concerns which may require more improvement in firearms
safety. Ahead of the PCC elections, BASC investigation) are completed within 17 licensing scan the QR code
has launched an online campaign that allows ~ weeks. If it doesn't already exist, will
eacrl of us to find our Iocg candic atlesl; and your force be setting up an independent O Dr Conor O'Gorman is BASC’s head
email them about improving the efficiency advisory group, where key stakeholders . .
, | , _ _ of policy and campaigns. He has over 25
of f|r:e§rrr.s licensing. | can give feedback to the forcg on its vearsof sxperimceincunservationand
- Visit b t.ly/yourpcc orﬂsearch onllme for dec.lsmns an.d performance with respect land matapementanda keeninterest
find my PCQ candidates aﬂd email some or to flrearms_llce-_nmng? | i wildgrey partridees. Contact himat:
all of them dwgctly as you wish. Th; following Both objectives are rfaf.erred toin conor.ogorman@basc.org.uk
text may help in drafting your emails. the latest College of Policing approved

10 « SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE
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LETTERS
SHOOTING TIMES

e —— [s it time to stop baiting flightponds?

For editorial and

picture enquiries: Nearly fouryearsago Shooting A ban on baiting serves asaminimum standard
el Ll Timescontributor Richard flightponds would help restore  for self-regulation. Affiliated
Subscription enquiries Neguswroteanexcellentarticle  numbers, eliminate excessive clubs already lead the way in
e e e o about whetherflightponds are  bags, and encourage wildfowl  thisrespect,and are engaged
any other subscription queries, please email ethical for wild duck shooting. to return to rivers, coastal in data collection conservation
S et Going by wildfowlers' returns marshes, and estuaries. efforts, the establishment of
and feedback onend of These may be a more bag limits and moratoriums.
e r;":iﬁ:m’ﬂ;" L‘]”:Lﬂnlf;intemaﬂwl seasondiscussion fo rums, It natural surroun ding for them This proactive approach
delivery networks. Please allow up to seven days appears humberscontinueto than heavily fed, overshot serves asatestamenttothe
before contacting us abouta late delivery. decline insome of the popular flightponds that undoubtedly commitment of fowlers to the
Managing editor Ollie Harvey species. Your duck shooting take a toll on their numbers. preservation of our natural
Staftwriter Felix Pett ,_ contributorsand Editor atthe Robert Findlay, by email heritage. But the code of
Head of design Mark Cowling time also voiced concerns practiceisaimedatallwho
Arteditor Rob Farmer | on the commercialisingand BASC's head of wildfow! harvest wildfowl so while
Production editor monetising of wild ducks. and wetlands James Green BASC’s recommended|imits
N0, aneSingy . We need to be considering  responds: The sustainable may appear generous, they
Managing director Dom Holtam options that will help to shooting code of practice serve as maximum thresholds
Advertising | increase numbers again. for wildfowl quarry species rather than targets.
Alex Armstrong There is lots of good work with
A e nesting tubes by wildfowlers

and a few commercial duck
shooting companies. There

International licensing and syndication
Shooting Times s available for licensing and

syndication. Contact the licensing team should be sustainable bag
to discuss partnership opportunities || mits and | WOLU | d sugge ot
For print licensing, contact Dom Holtam a2 ban on bait-feedin g
dom.holtam@fieldsportspress.com : :
: flightponds used for wild

duck shooting, as is the case

BASC in other countries where

T B Ko, or Sacing & G numbers were decreasing.

Shooting Times is the official weekly journal

of BASC. BASC, Marford Mil, Rossett LL12 OHL. BASC’s new guidelines on
tel 01244 573000 : . ;
Wereservetheright toedit letters. Lettersshould besentto: SUSta| d b |e Sh OOh ng Of Wi |d
TheEditor, Shooting Times,MacnabHouse, 14 Belford Road,
Edinburgh, EH4 3BL, orstletters@fieldsportspress.com dUCkS at ].O per Gun per day
Recycle @ Regulated ( __S way off the mark and more Are baited fllghtponds hﬂViI‘lg an
._han many wildfowlers shoot adverse effect on wild mallard?

Wearecommittedtoonly usingmagazine paperwhichis
derivedfromresponsibly managed, certified forestry and Na Season. ERE—
chlorine-free manufacture. The paperinthis magazine
was sourced and producedfromsustainablemanaged
forests, conforming tostrictenvironmentaland

socioeconomicstandards. WITHAM GROUP LETTER OF THE WEEK

Eachweek, the bestletterwinsagun-carerangethatincludes
high-quality gunoilsand achoke andbarrel cleaner.
Visitwithamgroup.co.uk for further details. If your
letteris chosen, please contact samantha.toombs@
fieldsportspress.comto claimyour prize.

DID THE GAM £ The game-flusher appsars toh evell with a grey Fergie’'s bonnet,
ne a front-mounted side-bar wit out | suppose It was invented
FLUSHER WORK? nine weighted chains. From the nefore maize became popular.
SHOOTING TIMES | was reading aclassic tractor images | would think the flusher It would be interesting to
| ¥ Aprll magazine sauction pages and was around 9ft or so wide and Kknow how effective the game-
cameacrossawondrouspieceof  the design allowed the driver flusher was in the 1950s. | see
How to pick the perfect vintage equipment;aFerguson to bring the tractor alongside a no reason why it couldn’t have
poults, cooking fallow game-flusher. Designed by the narrow strip of cover crop. Once  been reasonably effective. It
in the field, celebrating prolificinventor and engineer moving slowly, the pendulous 'S now the rarest grey Fergie
clumber spaniels and Harry Ferguson, itwasonly chains would brush throughand  implement and enthusiasts
testing the HikMicro Lynx | oneofdozensoflabour-saving oresumably flush any game in are prepared to pay around
- thermal monocular implements builtforuse with the crop. It would have to be a £10,000, so | doubt we will
E .............................................................................................................. his ground-breaking TE tractors, fodder beet/root crop, kale or ever see one being used for its
= | ...ANDMUCH MORE! which were fondly known as the hossibly a mustard-type of crop  intended purpose any time soon.
- “little grey Fergie”. necause the bar was roughly M Lorne, by email
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Email your letters / ollie.harvey@fieldsportspress.com

Scott Allan’'scomments  ayounger member of family or
about working friendstotake up the offer and
lurchershavestruck  really enjoy thesport.

achord — doyou | personally feelthe police
agree with our are not going about thingsthe
letter writer? rightway —though|'msure

many people willdisagree.
lamnot heretostarta
Dogs, 2/ March)dyingoutasa disagreement, 'monly trying

DON'T STOP hobby. |don'twantoneperson  tosavethatonepersonandto

US|NG ALU RCH FR to stop theirdog work, ferreting  make them change their mind. [ - Higherrainfallin the first
and lamping rabbits withuse lt'ssosadthatpeoplecan't ! % quarter of the year has

| wassaddenedtoread Scott of alurcher.Infact, | would be simply crack onand get on with ' W become commonplace,

Allan’scomments about happytohearthatpersonhada  whattheyenjoy. often delaying the use of

working lurchers (Working changeofmindand persuaded =~ Name and email supplied machinery on the land. Reducin

cultivations is the preference o
many — an approach that chimes
with current environmental policy.
The benefit of fewer machinery

DEFRA.
i HEIEPERY roncen TO WAIT FO Ewck UWPGRT

s
D
|
¢ Jifs

SHOOTING TIME

o S sy Subscriptions

Subscribe loday

[

use of fuel. Heavy cultivation has
the downside of releasing more

Why the right covercrops are crueidl = , ;
o . now Include passes reduces soil compaction,
E -0 rea t m . L Shooting helps retain moisture in the event
ll] y g e o B . of a dry spell and is a more efficient
kit S msurance LAt

subscriber

b en efit § - BT See page 22 for of the soil’s stored carbon into
N o= s subscription offer the atmosphere, particularly with
el excessive ploughing.
. Lessening soil compaction,
ina national newspaper as a achieving soil that crumbles easily
“financial basket case”, with and maintaining moisture are the
" S 2 k- debts of £18.3 million. Thames main considerations, achievec
= T Loiad serves (if you can call it that) through minimum tillage, or min-
16.5 million customers in London till. Min-till works down the top few
and the south-east. They are inches of soil with a power harrow
a captive audience so how on or disc before drilling. Some have
i earth as it managed to make taken the principle further and
= such a mess, both literally and adopted no-till where seeds are
= s figuratively? Putacouple of direct drilled into uncultivated land.
= s fishersin charge, they'll sortit. Ploughing every three years
e e Sarah Cookson, Norfolk or so, coupled with a suitable
L Ll crop rotation, can be a happy
2 e e e s e e e compromise in terms of helping

gglAQNTHE retain organic matter and
controlling weeds.

NEWSLETTER!

A suitable rotation might be
game maize followed by brassica-
and kale-based stewardship
mixtures in the second and third

Those taking part in the boat race were warned about river pollution

THIS STINKS OF for the cilr‘querirrg sfel
INCOMPETENCE {5 contract  coli.High

igh year. The spring- and summer-
Laurence Catlow says anglers evels of the bacteria were ~ sown options mean there can
frequently campaign against detected in the part of the ve significant intervals between
nollution (How can we grab river where the race is held. nlantings to allow for cultivation
some of fishing's PR?, 3 April). | am astonished the media ~and other preparations, such as
Before the famous Oxford- did not make more of a fuss Scan to sign up for the 7 sl analysis and application of
Cambridge boat race during the ~ about this, particularly since frﬁ;;":;{fﬁgﬁ"g L fertilizer and herbicide.
Easter weekend, both squads Thames Water is currently at et Unlike a commercial cash crop,
were warned not to dunk the cox  risk of, if you'll pardon the pun, — W game and conservation crops
into the Thames asis customary  going under. It was described benefit from not being driven by

yvield, which invariably means
the grower can wait for the most

“The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please, | '/ourableconditionsbefore
nlanting. This is a great advantage

We have it in trust. We must account for it to those who o shoyld betisen fa beet effect
come after.” King George VI u
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Alan Edwards is conservationmanager at Bywell, a Purdey Gold Award estate inNorthumberland
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With spring under way, it’s important for keepers to curtail nature’s
most effective predators if our most vulnerable species are to survive

y arm strained as my
fingertips tentatively
reached for the upper
oranch that supported the
nest. Words of encouragement from far
nelow gave me the courage to take that
final handhold as | pulled myself within
inches of the suspected carrion crow'’s

air. | was filled with apprehension — never
nad | been this far up a tree — was the nest
occupied? Was there something that would
give me a shock and send me tumbling?
Once the nest was fully investigated, how
would | get down?

“[s the nest a fresh one, Edo?” came the
calls from my Scout patrol below. "Put your
hand in the nest and see if there are any
eggsinthere.”

My fingertips explored the platform.
"Only some rotting vegetation,” | said.
"Well, push the nest out and be quick
about it, we need to move on,” came the

disappointed reply.

“Corbie nights” were one of my first
introductions to the fascinating world of
nature as a youngster. As a new recruit into
the Dumfriesshire-based Springkell Scout
Group, | became one of a few boys who
experienced scouting in a unique way. Our
eader, Major Brian, took a range of boys
from the local area and immersed them in
the ways of the countryside, folklore and
tradition, and gave us the opportunity to
experience a range of countryside activities
and skills that have propped up the running
of most country estates for decades.

Corbie nights were a way for Scouts
to interact with nature and give a helping
hand to the keeper, to whom important

)
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The ways in which keepers can deal with nests and predators have changed but control is vital

wildlife is making the first and important
steps towards its collective breeding cycle.
Now is the time to act and reduce the
impact that some of nature’'s most effective
oredators can have on our most vulnerable
and important species.

As a boy | didn't need to consider the
consequences of our actions. It is wrong
to say that we weren't compliant with the
legal responsibilities, but today the law
and public opinion have moved on. Careful
consideration and implementation are
required today If you are to avoid scrutiny
oy the authorities and members of the
oublic who object to perfectly legal and
sustainable control.

Advances in cages, principally the

“Corbie nights were one of my first
introductions to the world of nature”

information was passed the next day to
alert him to active nests during the busy
spring period.

Today things are quite different. That
said, the spring campaign on legal predator
control takes on a fresh and new urgency at
this time of the year. Days are lengthening
and despite the cold and persistent rain,
which has been the norm now for months,

Larsen trap, have transformed corvic
control. Long gone are the days wher
the only way was the gun, hours spent
attempting to stalk up on an active carrion
crow nest, only to be thwarted as the bird
spotted your advance and disappeared.

If you destroyed the nest at this stage
the bird would likely build another when the
leaf was open and your job would become
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impossible, resulting ir
crow. That would mear

a success for the
a negative impact

on a range of adjacent birds. Huge and
valuable lessons were learned in this period
of my early keepering career. Fieldcraft was
everything and to achieve it you needed a
greater understanding of your quarry.

Sustainability

for Inspl

connecti

of the st

The local library became a regular haunt. |

still have copies of the GWCT's booklets on
all aspect of predator control: they became
trusted text. | pored over the pages, looking

ration. Somehow, you felt you were

ng with people

at the forefront

ruggle. The GWCT still plays an

important role in our daily activities and
there’s no doubt we would have been
looking at quite a different picture if the

science it provic

predator control hadn't

Those who p

have ab
way pas
approac

thoughtfully and respor

legal requiren
N the season fo

ed in defence of legal

happened.

ractise predator control
Urden of responsibility that goes

ents. So as you
~control, please act

on the future.
Time taken now to get it right will pay
dividends later, | assure you. Wild game
can only thrive if you practise sustainable
predator control. &

sibly, with an eye
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midsole combined with the Vibram® Megagrip outsole.
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More effective and progressive flex, The collar made of soft full-grain leather and The Vibram® sole, with Megagrip
more stable walking, improve body high resistance tech fabric offers maximum compound, combined with the EFX System
posture, elevate cushioning and protection and anatomical ankle wrapping. midsole, guarantee maximum stability and

long-lasting comfort. grip, with the best walking comfort.

Outwear Ltd - Exclusive UK and Ireland Distributor

crispi@outwearltd.co.uk WWW.CRISPI.IT o O



Patrick Leigh-Pemberton

Country Diary

Trail-hunting demonstrations show what takes place, so fewer hunts
are hassled and less police time is wasted by nuisance accusations

am sure regular readers of
Shooting Times will have breathed
a sigh of relief after my last

entry, assuming that because the
hunting season was over, | would stop
talking about hunting. Well, as many of
my teachers at school said, | specialise

in disappointment so here is another
column on the subject.

In March, the British Hound Sports
Association (BHSA) and some of its
registered hunts organised demonstration
trail-hunting events throughout the
country. There was one in Wales, one in
Sussex and one in Yorkshire. The point of
this was to show people, who otherwise
might not know, how trail-hunting works.

Invitations were sent to police forces
and their rural crime teams, local MPs
and media organisations. Presenting
as it did the perfect opportunity for a
"20 years on” type of headline — as the
Hunting Act 2004 passed into the statue
nooks — many local print and broadcast
news bodies turned up. They asked
sensible questions, engaged with the
nresentations, and it felt like perhaps the
S3HSA's aims had been achieved. A fairer
representation of our sport might now be
seen in the larger, non-specialist, media.

Resources

But there was a disappointing lack

of interest from politicians and police.

| understand the only one of these
demonstrations to enjoy police attendance
was in Sussex. Those police forces who
had indicated they would attend the
other demonstrations did not turn up.

| appreciate that police resources are
finite and the calls on their time are
endless, especially for those officers who
are working on rural crime teams. | am
sure many readers will know there aren't
enough of them, and those who do exist
don’t have a huge amount of time.

In fairness to the police, at least they
nad shown an inclination to show up,
nefore operational commitments took
them away. But it is a shame they weren't
there, to see how trail-hunting works,
to ask questions that might help them
understand the workings of the sport

Police forces have lit
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e time but i is a shame so few managed to attend the hunting demos

and to provide them with the answers
they need when our critics accuse them

of shieldi
The s

days of t

ng a bunch of criminals.
n that more 10,000
ng in the
rganisec

Uggestio
ral-hunti
were all days of o
aughable, but until we can explain this
oroperly, and to the right people, it is

past season
crime is palpably

a claim that gains credence.

't has always been important to explain
this, so fewer hunts are hassled by ill-
informed opponents and less police time

| e e e e
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rather pander to their own base thar

support legal activities, is very alarming.

Thisis why the

absence of politicians

at these trail-hunting demonstrations is
as noticeable as the absence of police.
Again, | recognise that MPs work in

London, it

constituents, and
ke a political rec
oy a 20-year-old

s not always possible to be
in their constituencies listeni

ng to their

it might currently seem
herring to be bothered
niece of legislation and
now it is implemented.

“The suggestion that 10,000 hunting
days were organised crime is laughable”

wasted by nuisance accusations. It
also always
own house |
s broken, p
only by the

by the hi

But at

ntl

has

neen important to keep our

‘oper act
egal autr
ng autho

tr

importar

€ momer

n order, so that when the law

on is taken — not
orities, but also
Ities.

t 1t1s even more

t. There will be a change of

government later this year. The fact that
there are those within the Labour Party

who do not wish to listen to the concerns
of the fieldsports community, and would
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But it is a red herring that Steve Reed,

the shadow Defra Secretary, has made
clear he intends to serve to the Labour
Parliament, and if we can make ou

heard now, we will
of protecting our s

selves
nave a better chance

horts then. W

(XO Ppatrick Leigh-Pemberton has
recently boughtasmallfarmin County
Durham. Here heintendsto graze beef
cattle and follow houndsin his sparetime.

MATT LIMB
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Roval Westmoreland Highland Estate

Situated along the shores of the Dornoch Firth along the
River Carron, Gledfield Highland Estate offers 5000 acres of
undisturbed seclusion in the heart of the Scottish Highlands.

The untamed expanse of hills, glens and forestry is home to a host
of wildlite including red deer and birds of prey. After a day of avid
exploration, unwind in luxury with detached traditional properties...
making this the ultimate destination for sporting pursuits

-ind out more at
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Call 01524 938 359
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Gethin Jones

Wildfowlers mourning the end of the season can rest easy — there are
plenty of jobs to be getting on with before the start of the next one

s | write, a full five calendar
months stand between us and
the start of another wildfowling
season. What on earth are we
to do with so much time on our hands?

Bag returns have long since been
completed, or at least should have been,
so the poor club secretary doesn’t spend
their evenings telephoning tardy club
members to get them done. Completing
the annual bag return is a condition of
membership in most wildfowling clubs and
our future sport depends on returns being
provided to the appropriate stakeholders
on time. The same can be said for
membership subs, which should be paid
as early as possible before their due date
to help clubs with their cashflow.

Apart from these bureaucratic tasks,
there are practical duties to carry out
around club foreshores before the nesting
season. The most important of these
s the erection of duck nest tubes. The
Waterfowlers' Network, of which BASC is
a member organisation, initiated the Duck
Nest Monitoring Project in 2021 to counter
the drop in the number of mallard in the UK
and Europe. For those unfamiliar with the
project, the idea is to erect raised nesting
tubes made of straw and wire mesh for
mallard to use as nest platforms. The tubes
are fixed on to scaffolding poles to enable
mallard to build their nests safely out of
reach of predators, people and dogs.

Cleaning
Another date for the wildfowler's diary
will be their club’s AGMs, which mainly
take place during the close season. With
securing shooting leases becoming more
oroblematic from year to year and more
red tape to cope with for club committees,
it behoves each and every club member
to at least attend their club’s AGM with a
view to asking the committee what they
may be able to do to help the club carry
out its myriad tasks.

Wildfowlers are great collectors of
kit on which they rely to carry out their
sport. Watercraft of all designs will at least
need running repairs during the close
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Important jobs include the erection of duck nest tubes before the start of the nesting season

season. Similarly, duck and goose decoys,
which may have suffered hard use by
being thrown into the back of a 4x4 after
spending several hours bobbing about in
water, or standing to attention on a muddy
saltmarsh, will appreciate a touch of fresh
paint to make them resemble a particular
wildfowl species once more.

The same applies to camouflage netting
and sticks that kept the wildfowler hidden
from the sharpest avian eyes will also have
nicked up multiple layers of mud during six
months of hard use.

Other kit that will need cleaning as well
as checking for leaks are waders. It's best
to discover your favourite neoprene chest
waders have sprung a leak by inspecting
them carefully on a warm summer’s day
than when wading a deep gutter on a cold,
dark November morning.

Talking of cleanliness, most wildfowling
clubs organise regular litter-picking work
parties around the foreshores they shoot
over. These can be fun days out for both the
club members and their friends and family,
and it can only ever be a good thing to
demonstrate to the public that wildfowlers
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take care of the environment and don't just

VISIT 1

he foreshore to pull the trigger.

The wildfowler’s gun may also require
a service after the season and other dates

may also be set for club dinners, barbecues,

work

social events. The fowler’s faithful hound

parties, clay pigeon shoots and other

may also benefit from a summer refresher
course in retrieving from water or other
such essential canine duties. Oh, and there

are al

W

mont
we Kkn

- [f you would like to

know

Nest Monitoring Project,

there

on the BASC website, so

| the country fairs to attend as well.
th so much to occupy the summer
ns, it will be 1 September again before

ow it. W

about the Duck

Olsdi:

S more information Ty Fan-l’:#
1 25,

please scan the QR code E 2 'l-':-

(XO Gethin Jonesis a keen wildfowler
andrough shooter. Hejoined BASC (then
WAGBI) at the ageof 16, theday after he
shot his first mallard.

TOM SYKES MEDIA



Demo Guns - New & Used Shotguns - Weekend Deals

South Worcester Shooting Ground
10am - 3pm

Findoutmore 01989 763859 - rbsporting.co.uk

W Ei©




Davy Thomas s a professional deerstalker and estate manager inthe Highlands

It is the countryside that suffers the most when lawmakers and their
legislation prevent land managers from doing what they do best

Water drops have proved vital inbattling
wildfires butgamekeepers use their
expertise and knowledge to help too

pril has arrived and | arr
content that the hinds that
| have been feeding during

the winter will be in as good

a condition as | could hope for, so they
can produce good, healthy calves come
June. A population of healthy deer is our
objective, after all. The older beasts we

cu
fro

ed dL
M Suff

WIN

chain wh

a and

ring the winter were prevented
‘ering a slow death in the relentless
rain, and have gone into the food

Soon

ere appropriate.
we will perform our annual census

of deer, which | always leave until April so
it will account for any natural mortality
among those we might have missed.
Therefore we can set our culls according
to what Is actually on the ground. Much
thought goes into this because we need to

private sector, and that there needs to be
a "'more carrot, less stick™ approach if we
are to achieve some of their aims. | agree
with this wholeheartedly. While we try to be
sympathetic, much of this legislation only
fits their agenda, not ours, without a single
thought towards those at the coalface

who are expected to carry out the deed.
Our motivation is not financial, and our job
satisfaction is largely taking pride in seeing
healthy beasts on a healthy hill.

In every place my career has taken me,
frequently see the valuable contribution
made by gamekeepers and deerstalkers
Upholding local emergency services.

These include Mountain Rescue, which

has a valuable knowledge of the hills, RNL]
members with an acute knowledge of the
seas and volunteer firefighters who possess

“Laws are being changed by those that
have no knowledge of how nature works”

consider our objectives and habitat impact
and try to act in harmony with the ever-
increasing legislation forced upon us.

The Association of Deer Management
Groups (ADMG) has recently pointed out
to the vote-seeking politicians that 30%

of the deer in Scotland are culled by the

the unique knowledge of how wildfire
works and methods to mitigate it. Last
year's Cannich wildfire was testament to
this; many gamekeepers travelled miles to
attend, using the tools and knowledge we
have to fight it. Put simply, if you remove
our right to burn, we will lose the incentive
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to invest the large sums we do into the
firefighting equipment that is so often
utilised, regardless of who owns the land,
when disaster strikes.

Water drop

The helicopter company Skyhook played
a massive part during that event. It is safe
to say that | have attended many wildfires,
but the water drops deployed by Skyhook
were the most precise | have ever seen.
Without this coalition, Cannich had the
potential to develop into the largest wildfire
In our history.

With the increase in ground turned over
to rewilding, these large, unmanaged areas
of land will eventually become a ticking
nomb each spring. Just as plans are being
unveiled to change the muirburn season, in
my part of the world it has simply been too
wet to burn until April. Now, years might
pass without a single plume of smoke.

Laws are being changed by those that
have no knowledge of how Mother Nature
works. | doubt any of the lawmakers
have had to gralloch a hind with a well-
grown foetus inside her that needed to be
despatched separately. Neither have they
witnessed the birds flying back into the ash,
looking for their young in the aftermath of
a wildfire that was entirely preventable. &

GTK/SHUTTERSTOCK
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Fallow stalk

U ;

owards the end of March, " - ~ s
as spring was beginning to P X
flutter its eyelashes and the
scent of wild garlic was in
the air, I found myself barrelling north
for another sporting adventure. I was
bound for the rolling parkland of the
magnificent Grimsthorpe Castle in
south Lincolnshire. I was once again
a guest of fellow Household Cavalry
alumnus and managing trustee of the
Grimsthorpe & Drummond Castle
Trust, Sebastian Miller.
I was most generously put up
in the beautifully renovated top floor
of the castle. The route to my billet
took me past ancient fire buckets
thatstill hungon the wallsin the
basement and into the rickety
birdcage lift, where I played gecko
tosqueeze myselfin. My quarters
were wonderfully comfortable and
afforded expansive views to the south
over formal yew hedges and topiary,
which eventually gave way to a
sweeping avenue and woodland.
Up early, I creaked through
the castle, following my trail of
breadcrumbs back to the front door. Drummond Castle stalker Paul Rafferty, down for aweek to help with the cull, lines up on the sticks
Then Icrunched out on to the gravel
to link up with Sebastian and the
two stalkers, Alastair and Paul, who
had made the journey down from
Drummond Castle for the week to
help with the fallow cull. We set oft
across the vast 3,000-acre expanse
of the Capability Brown landscaped

Er-'lrj.'-';' ¥

“The atmosphere

was jovial but today =

was about getting bdsmonbythe shephe.-dshu‘?ﬁ? asi .
. 99 SP m"ey Pl'lﬂl".to EEIE f .,f I"St f - S - .

thEJOb done i i ARSIl -.-__aﬁ.s,d e f*-'- BRI T i e ST 3 R

parkland to meet up with the rest
of the team.

Over a cup of coffee and an egg-
and-bacon bap, I wasintroduced to
Grimsthorpe’sresident agent Harry
Coups and the estate’s chief wildlife
ranger, Brett Clifford, who were
formulating plans. A far cry from my
teenage stalking days of creeping
around woodland hoping to spot
aroe, this was a major operation.
Although the atmosphere was relaxed
and jovial, today was about getting
a job done.

With a plan set, we separated into
four packets and set off in various
vehicles to hunt for the herds of
fallow. I hopped in with Harry who
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did a wonderful job of multitasking
as he scanned the landscape for deer
and coordinated with the others,
reeling off place names like Bracken
Beds, Elsey Wood, Dobbins and
Queen Anne’s Ryde over the radio.
Zooming down pitted tracks, he gave
me a running commentary of the
history of the estate and pointed out
the various land uses and projects.

Theidea was that we would all
take up complementary positions
so when a herd was found, each
group might have a few shots at it
before it departed towards a location
where the next shooter was set up.
This may sound unsporting but the
overpopulation of fallow deerin
Lincolnshireis atsuch a level that it
is essential to make the mostof an
outing. Harry explained that with
18 tenant farms at Grimsthorpe and
the potential of deer to do damage
to livelihoods, woodland and
cause road accidents, the
deerissue shapesa great
deal of what they do.

In the Highlands, the
Deer Working Group
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Felix joins Harry Coups, Grimsthorpe’s
resident agent, to travel around the castle’s
3,000-acre park to find the herds of deer

recommended that NatureScot
adopt 10 red deer per square
kilometre asan upper
benchmark for acceptable
densities. In Lincolnshire
itis more than four
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Sebastian Miller with his
stalking dog, a springer
spaniel simply called H

Fallow stalk

times that. The South Lincolnshire
Deer Management Group has been
conducting thermal drone surveys
over the past few years to get as
accurate anideaof the extent of the
issue as possible. Itis this data that
has been informing Grimsthorpe’s
culling policy.

Crisp shot

We paused on a disused railway
bridge and glassed the surrounding
fields and hills. Eventually, we parked
up at the back of a conifer plantation
and Harry scanned the scene with
his thermal. He identified a group

of fallow thatI couldn’tsee with the
naked eye 150 yards away and behind
some trees. I took a knee to see below
the thickest of the branches and
spotted them. Harry was already in
position and got a crisp shot away.

A young pricket fell instantly. We
padded up toitand, before I could
blink, Harry had gralloched itand
signalled for us to move on, we would
come back for this one.

Following the shot the herd had
taken off towards Paul, whowasina
high seat nearby. He felled one shortly
after and radioed through to tell us
the herd were headed back our way.
We stood quite still on the edge of
abroadride. I heard arustlingand
gently tapped Harry’s shoulder and
pointed. He had the rifle secure on the
sticks in a heartbeat as the group of 30
animals cascaded over a ditch to our

right and bounded away from us into
the forest.

There was a leucistic animal
among them that at once drew the
eye, pallid among the rusty bracken.
Itdidn’tlook like they were going 2>

Felix’s fallow
stalking kit

(XO Franchi Momentum Varmint
Eliterifle gmk.co.uk

(XO Swarovski X513.5-18x50
scope
sportsmanguncentre.co.uk

(XD Harkila Mountain Hunter
smock harkila.com

(XD Meindl Glockner GTX
stalking boot
meindl.co.uk

(XO Kuiu Yukon TR Rain pant
kuiu.com
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Fallow stalk

Paul Rafferty hauls his first beastof
the day back to the buggy before .

! theactionreally gets going

TRy

b

to stop, but a few at the back paused to
assess. They held justlong enough for
Harry to pick out a broadside shotand
squeeze the trigger. The doe jumped
6ft in the air and toppled into a ditch.
We returned to get the buggy and
pick up the first fallow, then Paul’s on
our way to Harry’s second. This was
like nothing I had ever experienced.
Usually, stalkingis a great deal
of walking with a momentary
opportunity to take a shot, followed
by much more walking, scheming and
hoping. This was action-packed.
Each time we moved across the
estate we would spot a different
herd or arogue pair would leap over
a hedge in front of us. They were
everywhere. We were soon onto a
different herd, pursuing them on foot
along a thick hedgerow that poured
partridge as we made our way along
it. This herd made an escape away
from the rest of our party butstill
Harry managed to pick one off as
they stopped to sniff the air. What
a singular day.

Waterlogged

Brett came to pick us up as we stood
outin a waterlogged field next to

the gralloched carcass. We hauled
the deer into the back and set off

to rendezvous with the others
halfway down the Four Mile Riding,
a magnificent horse chestnut avenue
thatruns from the castle to the
boundary of the park. After a quick
stop to talk tactics, Sebastian, Harry
and I marched off into the Tudor oak

park to see what we could find. The
oak parkwas utterly remarkable.

We wove our way round great
gnarled English oaks, our eyes and
ears straining. Harry explained that
these massive wrinkled trees twist as
they grow away from the prevailing
wind, which over the centuries
shapes their form.

Then Harry tfroze with the thermal
to his eye. This time he had spotted
a herd ofred deer. He gestured to

of usfor a little way before darting
back to cover.

It was a glorious afternoon but still
with a bitter wind. We stoppedina
thinspinney of oaks that commanded
a perfect view over the fallow. Harry
told me they were 200 yards away
and asked if I was confident shooting
off the sticks at that range. Inodded.
Idon’t do a huge amount of shooting
from sticks so I was a little tense, but a
couple of good breaths settled me.

“Another herd of fallow crashed through

me askingifI was up fora crawl and
with double-thumbed affirmation I
signalled that Imost certainly was.
We crawled 50 yards to the shelter
of another hulking oak and Harry
peeped round the edge, watching the
reds through his scope. There wasn’t
a shotso we tried to slink a little closer.
However, no sooner had we
stepped out of cover than yet another
herd of fallow crashed through in
front of usand sent the red deer
fleeing. This outing was utterly mad.
After aquicklunch, we located
a large herd of perhaps 50 fallow in
the woods by the North Drive near
the castle. With some difficulty we
managed to cajole the herd into the
great bowl by the lake. Now it was
my turn. We crept along the margins
of asmall wood to get a good view
of the herd. Indoing so we disrupted a
muntjac that snufiled along ahead
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in front of us and sent the red deer fleeing”

[gently squeezed the trigger and
ayearling at the back of the group
dropped. I sighed with relief.

A shortclinical period from Brett,
Harry, Alastair and Paul finished the
day where they downed another eight
or so taking the team’s total for the
week to just over 100. This sounds
alarmingly high but it barely scratches
the surface. The fallow — browsing,
stripping, fraying and root crop
nibbling — do enormous damage to
the surrounding trees and farmland
and the cullis an absolute imperative
for the conservation of the landscape.

Wereturned tothe larder and for
45 minutes the team toiled to prepare
the carcasses for the game dealer. It
hadn’tgone unnoticed that this was
my first fallow so, over a beer in the
late afternoon sun, Iscrunched up my
eyes as Harry smeared crimson over
my smiling face. %




[

A

1 GAME
COOLING
SYSTEM UK

>4

CHILLER AND BUTCHERY UNITS FOR ESTATES, FARMERS, CROFTERS AND DEERSTALKERS

FROM £6,826 INC VAT

gamecooler.co.uk

info@gamecooler.co.uk | 07920858263




Stalking kit

The right tools for
the job in hand

Deer managers demand the best kit for their vital work
and Chris Dalton reveals the items he can’t do without

archisa crucial

time from aroe deer

perspective. Both sexes

are active now, which
means I can confirm my female
cullnumbers and make sure my
plan for the bucks is on track. That
said, I still have work to do on one
local estate where paths have been
extended and hardened to provide
access for those with mobility issues.
The improvements are great, and
[amglad tosee that alot of people
are making use of them. However, it
does limit my culling opportunities,
particularly in the winter months
and the short days.

Ona Sunday morning, when
most will have abit of a lie in, I was
on the ground well before first
light; [ hoped to get an hour before

the early walkers appeared. This

1s where quality optics really prove
their worth and allow me to see and
successfully shoot deerin the low
light. A thermalisalso agreataddition
to the deerstalker’sarsenal and, with
the help of a new Zeiss unit, I was able
tosneak in and assume a position

at the top of a bank, looking down

could clearly make her out through
the scope, initially quartered away
from me.

AsIwatched, she turned
broadside. [took a breath, held it, and
steadied myself while simultaneously
Increasing pressure to my trigger
finger. The shot surprised me. I had
an almost superimposed image

“I could see a luminescent line leading
from the strike area into the bushes”

towards arough patch of grass and
rhododendrons. Iwas around 170
yards from the heat source.

I could make out adarkshape,
[ thought, but using my binoculars
this shape was easily recognisable as a
roe doe. I set the rifle on the sticksand
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of her jumping up, landing, and
charging headlonginto the thick
rhododendrons — she was gone in the
blink of an eye.

Ilooked down at my dog, Zosia.
She was rigid at the base of the quad
sticks, every muscle tensed with her




head locked-on, staring at the exact
spot the deer had disappeared. The
shot sounded solid, the reaction
indicated a heart/lung contactand
the dog was sure. But you never know,
thereis always a doubt until you find
the deer. Itook a last look through the
thermal before moving forward and
could see a luminescentline leading
from the strike area into the bushes.

I waited a while to let things settle
before walking the 170 yards across to
where the blood trail started. I quietly
cast Zosia off with the command
“show me” and she was gone. Seconds
later she was standing over the doe 30
yards under the rhododendrons. It
took me a moment to crawl under the
interlocking branches and drag the
young doe out: the shot had dissected
the heart.

Left: Chris demands accuracy and robustness
from his rifles and he has exacting standards
for the rest of his deerstalking kit, too

Zosla waited expectantly for her
reward of fresh kidneys. She knows
what to expect of these kinds of
outings now, but I wouldn’t enjoy as
much success asI do without having
confidence in my kit. And asI hung
the deer for asuspended gralloch, I
considered what essential equipment
[ couldn’t do without.

e Haenel Jaeger 10 Forest
As a professional stalking outfitter,
I demand supreme accuracy and
robustness in anyrifle use, and the
Haenel Jaeger 10 delivers. My forest
greenversionisa6.5 Creedmoor
and has been inregular use for over
four years, which is testament to its
toughness; it bears several battle scars
to prove this butisasaccurate today
as it was when I first zeroed it in.

Supplied with a four-shot
magazine, which is operated via a
convenient lockandrelease lever just
forward of the trigger, it has a solid,
positive bolt operation and is factory
threaded to M15X1. The overall length
of therifleis42.75in (1,085mm) and
it weighs in at 81b (3.6kg), which s
within my ideal weight range.

It has a single-stage adjustable
trigger setata crisp 31b; the barrel
is tully floated with a length of 22in
(510mm). The safety catch, a raised
lever, is easily accessed and applied.
[like the fact that it comes with a
Picatinny rail for scope mounting.
In short this is, as you would expect
from German engineering, ano frills,
efficientrifle. Itis well balanced,
well made and has proved to be
consistently accurate over the years.

Stalking kit

And throughout that time it has coped

with some pretty rough treatment out
in the field.

* Leupold VX-6HD 4-24x52

Iam looking for clarity and,
specifically, excellent low light
capability in my stalking optics,

for which Ifind a 50mm or 56mm
objectivelensisideal. The Leupold
VX-6HD fits the brief perfectly,
delivering clear and precise images
through its full magnification range.
Iwill always set a variable scope to
eight power when stalking. Leupold
boasts a twilight, light management
system in its lenses, which does
deliver when operatingin dulland
murky light conditions. Fast focus is
delivered through the eyepiece and
thereis large field of view.

The scopeis very well balanced,
feels solid and is very capable of
withstanding some rough handling.
Tube diameter is 34mm and it weighs
in at amid-range 23.40z. It is finished
in matt black and is fully waterproof,
the turrets function with a positive,
audible click and adjustment is ¥4
MOA. The scopes also feature a useful
electronic reticle-levelling system. If
the scope becomes canted by more
than one degree, the reticle with flash
to alert you that the gunis not level.

It also hasa CDS-ZL2locking
system, which provides two
revolutions of elevation adjustment,
while eliminating accidental dial
operated by a push-button. Italso
features Leupold’s award-winning
Custom Dial System (CDS), offering an
option to order alaser-marked bullet-
drop dial to match ballistics and
conditions. These impressive scopes
also come with a lifetime guarantee,
offering users peace of mind. >

The Leupold scope s highly durable, offers alarge field of view and a fast focus
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Stalking kit

Whereto buy

X Stalkingrifle
Haenel Jaeger 10 Forest

X Riflescope
Leupold VX-
6HD 4-24x52
Visit vikingshoot.comto
findyour local retailer

CXO Binoculars
Swarovski EL
Range 10x42

RRP£3,300
swarovskioptik.com

(XO Stalking boots
Brandecosse Tasso
9in hunting boot
RRP £309
brandecosse.com

(XO Gralloching knife
James Penny
drop point hunter
Contactjames@
|pennyknives.com

CXO Thermal monocular
ZeissDTI3/25Gen2

RRP £1,900
7€1SS.Cc0.uk

e Swarovski EL10x42

[ have been using my current
binoculars, Swarovski EL Range
10x42, for many years and they really
take some beating. However, I gather
thereis an updated version of the

EL with loads of additional features.
In saying that, those binoculars

4
5

Above: The rubberised texture of
the covering gives the user all-
important grip in poor conditions

\ .

The Brandecosse Tasso hunting boots’ nubuck upper makes them extremely comfortable to wear

oozed quality from the momentIgot
themand]I consider them the most
importantitem in my kit bag.

Weighing in at an impressive 926g,
the binoculars are supremely light
while maintaining a good balance;
they also fit snugly into my hands
when in use in the field. The overall
length isa compact 169mm and they
are 136mm wide. The rubberised
texture of the coveringis coloured in
the instantly recognisable Swarovski
green and gives agood grip in even
the worst conditions.

with a single press of a button on the
right-hand side of the binoculars. The
resulting dial display is clear, accurate
and straightforward, allowing
measurements beyond a kilometre.

* Brandecosse Tasso 9in
hunting boot

The Tassois abrand-new style
from Brandecosse and adds
something different to the range,
while maintaining the quality of
workmanship and finish thatI
have come to expect. The boots are

“My current Swarovski binoculars oozed

The focus dialis centrally located
andis easy to turn with a single figure
as you look through the lenses. The
clarity and the field of view in normal
light are absolutely superb, but it
is only when operating in low light
conditions that the quality of these
lenses can be fully appreciated.

The rangefinding functionis
precise and is simple to operate

y

32 * SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

quality from the moment that I got them”

extremely comfortable from the off,
[ found norequirement for any kind
of “breaking in” period.

The boot is fashioned from quality
Italian nubuck leather for the upper.
This adheres to the premise that a
one-plece upper results in limited
stitching, which delivers maximum
durability. Nubuck leather has a high
resistance to scratching thanks to its




The James Penny knife is fashioned out of stainless AEB-L steel and features stainless Corby bolts

finish, which Ineed. Iseem tospend
a lot of time negotiating thorn and
heather, which are both notorious
for shredding boots. The nubuck also
allows a high breathability thanks to
its porous nature so your feet remain
dry and feel comfortable even after

a long day on the hill.

One of the main differences in this
boot when compared with othersin
the range is the type of outsole. The
Tasso’s cemented construction allows
for a technical, multi-density midsole
for maximum comfortand shock
absorption, which again are essential
for long daysin challenging terrain.
Thereis a cleave, roller-lacing
system with ball bearings
delivering easy tightening
and protection for the

- ¥ -
Mgt

The Zeiss DTl has acompact
design and its controls sit
together on top of the unit

laces. Elsewhere, the waterline has
been extended, which gives added
protection for this 9in boot. They also
have a fully waterproof Sympatex
lining and the grippy Vibram outsole
is tully replaceable.

e James Penny Hunter knife
This is agreat-looking knife that can
be made to individual specifications.
the one I have been using, the Drop-
Point Hunter, has a125mm blade and
is long and thin — 20mm at the widest

' ¥
- =
o

Spotting with the Zeiss
Is possible out to around
1,000 yards withimages

cleanand sharp

Stalking kit

point. I like those dimensions as it
allows for an effective bleed due to
the ease and depth you can get when
inserting it into the thoracic area.

The handle is bright orange and
fits the hand precisely; you do not feel
you willlose grip when wearing latex
gloves on cold, wet hands. The knifeis

housed in a hard, black Kydex sheath
and is held very securely when
carried, preventing it working
loose if crawling, for example.
Extremely sharp when it arrived, it
was easy tosharpen with a strop after
I had gralloched the doe.

Specification-wise it is fashioned
out of stainless AEB-L steel hardened
to 59-60 HMRC and has a12mm blade
with satin finish. Handle scales are
hunter orange G-10 with black G-10
liners secured by stainless Corby bolts
and itis fully cleanable. I reviewed
this knife in more detail a few weeks
ago (Alltheins and outs, 20 March)

e Zeiss DTI 3/25 Gen 2
The Zeiss DTIthermal imager
impressed me. I like its compact
design, which fits my hand perfectly
with all the function buttons intuitive.
The controls sit together on top of the
unit behind an on/off button and it
took no more than 10 minutes playing
with the thermal to become familiar
with it. The buttons are tactile and can
be operated while wearing gloves.
The DTI ofters eight colour
mode options and has a 32GB
memory for video and pictures.
Two ofthe side control
buttons allow up to 4x digital
zoom. The internal battery
gives about eight hours of
constant use, but the unit
also hasa smartstandby
option that extends this. The
eye cap is comfortable and
the focus control wheel at the
frontis easy to use. Spottingis
possible out to 1,000 yards with
resulting images sharp and clear,
the field of view at 100m is 26m.
There are three pre-programmed
functions — universal, detection and
fog — when operating in detection
mode any heat signature is enhanced,
but the cold background isreduced
giving a clearer view when looking
into cover. I found thatusefulona
wet and dark morning. Iwas able
to identify and distinguish a young
roe tucked into a blackthorn thicket
sheltering fromrain. The Zeiss
represents great value for money. %
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Jeremy Hobson is anexperienced keeper, shoot host and fisherman

porting Life

Time spent in the field is never wasted,
such is its alluring beauty and tranquillity

ne Latin phrase carpe diem, with the surrounding scenery, it makes the It wouldn't be too much of an

meaning seize the day, is well actual task of fishing for trout seem quite exaggeration to say there was frenzy; as

known. Perhaps less sois carpe  anincidental thing. soon as the fish were unhooked and the

momentum, suggesting that On other occasions there are moments lines returned to the water we were pulling
you should seize the moment. to be seized for very different reasons. out more. It didn't last long — possibly 20

The latter is particularly apt in all Take, for instance, those frantic times minutes or so — but it's an occasion that

manner of fieldsports as, during the course ~ when pigeons pour into the decoys in will long be remembered. So too are the
of a day, there are often moments rather order to feed in front of your hide or other memories of eating them, freshly smoked,

than prolonged periods to be enjoyed.

'm talking of those ephemeral feelings of - “I’ve had the almost evangelical pleasure

simply being in the solitude and beauty

of your surroundings. As the Welsh poet of heal‘ing a choir of hounds in woods”

and writer William Henry Davies famously

stated at the outset of his poem Leisure: place of concealment. It's necessary to accompanied by a glass or two of Loire
“What is this life if, full of care, we have make the most of it as, quite often, their muscadet brought out from Charlie’s
no time to stand and stare?” determination to drop in and land might impeccably stocked cellar.
've sat quietly in the saddle when only last for a short space of time. While such moments can never
out hunting as hounds worked their way Similar to this was the memorable be planned — and if they could, they
over the rough land of the Borders in occasion when | was mackerel fishing would soon lose their precious quality —
Northumberland and, at the other end of from a boat on a Scottish inlet with Charlie,  participation in any rural sporting life may
the country, Dartmoor in Devon. The views my wife’'s brother-in-law. Travelling out create many such incidents over the years.
nave been immense, the hunting equally so  quite a distance before deciding to drop In whatever situation they occur, the (often
and, on occasion, both have had the effect anchor, nothing happened for a good brief but nevertheless intensive) thoughts
of overwhelming me so much that |'ve while after throwing in our lines and baited along the lines of “life doesn’t get any better
been close to tears. Nearer to home, both hooks and then, all of a sudden, we began than this™ are to be appreciated, savoured
on foot and mounted, |'ve had the almost catching with gusto. and treasured. W
evangelical pleasure of hearing the choir of

hounds as they gave tongue in woodland
valleys — the topography causing their
echoing cry to be amplified.

While boar hunting in France, | once
stood in a woodland ride on a March
morning when spring had definitely arrived
early that particular year. In the peace and
quiet before hounds found, the sun was on
my back, the flora was just getting into its
stride and the yellow brimstone butterflies
were prolific. [t was a magical moment.

Serenity

Despite my career as a gamekeeper, |'ve
never been a particularly enthusiastic game
Shot. Nevertheless, on several occasions
when 've stood on a peg waiting for the
beaters to start the drive, |'ve appreciated
those thoughtful periods when — apart
from perhaps the alarm call of a blackbird
or the clattering of a woodpigeon well aware
that something was amiss — no sound
disturbed the quiet surrounding me.
Likewise when, line and fly on the water,
the mesmeric flow and sound of the gentle
current as it eddies along the bank edge
intermingles with the birdsong. Coupled

(X0 Jeremy Hobson was a gamekeeper for over three decades and now regularly acts
as shoot host. He's a lifelong follower of hounds and claims to be an enthusiastic, but
somewhat incompetent fisherman.
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Browning ;
Shotgun Hsf Shooting \évziilse;isrPlece Bog Camo Death
CleaningKit for Matt Olive Green SErew PR Grip Real Tree
129&20qg £149.95 £99 OF £299
£17.95 :
Beretta HETEiIA
Challenge EVO Ariat Moresby
Gamekeeper A Jack Pyke
, Eyeglasses . Waterproof

EVO150 ) . Spinner Target

. P availablein Boots
Cartridge Bag - ; £13.95

— various colours £175

£49.95

£38.95

In your hunt
from anyw
cellular coverg

s

ZEISS Secacam 5 &7 Secacamb: £179 « Secacam7: £219

The ZEISS Secacam 5 & 7 trail cameras not only withstand the harshest weather conditions, but

also difficult network conditions — the modern LTE module can connect to a wide range of mobile
networks from different providers and automatically selects the best signal at the location where
it is installed. The captured photos from the trail camera are reliably transmitted within the EU,

Switzerland, Norway, and the UK.

zeiss.com/hunting/trailcam More information:
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lan Hodge Shooting & Fieldsport Supplies, Wadebridge, Cornwall, PL27 /LA - 01208 813651 - ianhodgel0@hotmail.com

Opening times: Mon-Fri9am-5pm ¢ Tue7pm-9pm - Sat10am-12.30pm




Sport abroad
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: *The huge herds of buffalo in thé reserve iII'ustl'lrate perfectly B : L
that hunting and conservation can and do work together
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It’s like a war;
something 1s
going to die

Shooting a mighty Nile buffalo is a dream
come true, but tracking the huge beasts
across open country is anything but easy

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIMON K BARR
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herds 0f130 or more

Sport abroad

In the PiaNupe Wildlife Reserve

in east Africa’s Karamojo region
Nile buffalo congregate in huge
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aving stealthily crawled
towithin 30 yards of the
group, our faint scent was
carried onswirling winds
to the herd, which then revealed itself
to be far bigger than we had thought.
Some 130 Nile buftalo hurtled oft
with drama and speed, mercifully
inthe other direction fromus. This
seismic act signalled the game was up
for the morning. It was getting on for
noon and the heat was coming off the
ground in waves.

We’d all but turned back to head for
camp when I heard asharp inhalation
from Gareth. “Stop,” he whispered,
as he crouched down, indicatingI
should do the same. “Under those
trees. Two bulls.” Ifollowed Gareth’s
lead as he made his way, quick and
low, from tree to tree, to get close
enough for alook. Would they be the
right age? Would we get a shot? My
adrenalin was creeping up, while
the humidity and temperature were
making me wheeze. We paused under
a thornbush tree where we finally had
a decent view of their bulk.

This hunt, this place, was adream
come true, for we were hunting Nile
buftfalo in the shadow of Mount Elgon,
one of east Africa’s great mountains.
This was the Karamoja region of

M

_ Glassiﬁg the expansé of the PiaNupe Wildlife Reserve, looking for a suitable bull buffalo to cull ‘"
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Uganda where my boyhood hero,
Walter Dalrymple Maitland Bell, had
gained his moniker of Karamojo Bell. I
have read and re-read his adventures,
for what young hunter wouldn’t be
inspired by this Scottish adventurer
who was soldier, fighter pilot, sailor,
writer, painter and big-game hunter?
WDM Bell’s writing has had a
lasting effect on me and is a huge
contributing factor to why I do what
I do. So to be hunting dangerous

game on the hallowed ground that
he likely hunted — he said he walked
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rifle [ knew and trusted, having used
it on Cape bufftalo.

[ knew, too, from my lessons a few
years ago with “the Doctor” —Kevin
Doctari Robertson —that a shot at
buffalois not to be taken lightly. “It
starts a war, someone or something
1s going to die as soon as that first shot
goes ofl,” he said. The pressure was
on. We’d had several chances over the
past week at single buftalo but, as so
often happens with a hunting trip, a
suitable old bull —our main objective
—had remained just out of reach.

“Itis a great showcase for the argument
that hunting can help restore wildlife”

an average of 73 miles for every
elephant he shot — was inspiring and
intimidating all at once.

I’d been hunting plains game
during my stay, but while I’d hunted
Cape buftfalo in other African
countries, Nile buffalo was something
[ hadn’t yet had the chance to pursue.
Bell almost certainly would have used
a .275 Rigby, famously preferring
smaller calibres to hunt with, thisis
no longer allowed because itis simply
too risky for dangerous game. So I
chose a .416 Rigby big gamerifle, a
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For a number of days I hunted
with Gareth Lecluse in the PiaNupe
Wildlife Reserve, where Karimojong
Overland Safaris (KOS) had gained
the concession for sport hunting
seven years ago with express
permission from the president of
Uganda. Thanks to sport hunting, the
area has subsequently undergone a
remarkable transformationandisa
great showcase for the argument that
hunting can and does help restore
and preserve wildlife. Our camp
was rustic but comfortable, and the



perfect jumping-oft point for hunting
all manner of plains game, some of
which —notably the South Sudan
Roan antelope —is unique to the

area and cannot be legally hunted
anywhere else in the world.

Close encounter

We had a close encounter two days
previously, tracking a large herd by
ariver and closing in. But we were
unable to make that finaladvance to
identify an old bull before they blew
out. The problem with big herds is
thatthere are always outliers and

SO many eyes, ears and noses to pick
up predators.

A huge herd had been seen feeding
near Mount Kadam in the Debasien
range, an area Bell refers to in his
books. At firstlight we bounced our
way across the country in the vehicle
to get close enough for tracking. No
one said much over the roar of the
engine, the tension tangible — hope,
nerves and expectations all bound
up in this expedition.

Gareth skidded to a halt. “On foot
now. Checkeverything,” he said as
[ got out, my teeth feeling like they’d
beenrattled loose from theride. I
loaded therifle with three 400-gr
Hornady Dangerous Game Solid
cartridges then a soft, or DGX, of the
same weight on top. Ichecked I had
spare ammunition on my belt —carry
as much as you can is the mantra for

Apart fromthe long grass and a scattering of
thornbush trees, there s little available cover

buftalo. After grabbing the sticks from
thevehicle, the three ofussetoff ata
steady pace. “They’re moving. We're
lucky it rained last night, it has given
us brilliant tracks,” added Gareth.

[ followed behind him, looking at
the ground to see the marks animals
had left. It takes someone with huge
experience and knowledge to be able
to make sense of spoor from a herd
thatseemed to lead in every direction.
Gareth walked ata good pace to catch
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Sport abroad

up to the herd while it was still cool.
The country we were in was open
and cover was sparse, which meant
it would be hard to spot animals until
you were almost on top of them.
Worse still, getting a clear, clean
shot is definitely less straightforward.
Dotted inthe longgrass were
thornbush trees that cast a little shade
and, as we neared the area the herd
was in, we started moving between
them and using them for cover as
we closed in. “We’re now about 800
yards away from them,” whispered
Gareth. “We need, somehow, to close
that distance.”

Stop-start

Gareth paused while deciding how

to proceed. There was a breeze —not
much, but just enough to ruin this

if we didn’t take precautions. We
would have to loop around the herd,
tripling our approach distance, but it
meant we’d be in with a chance. We
moved carefully, now in the stop-
start, slow-fast movement familiar to
anyone who hunts. Trying to keep my
breathing steady and deep, not to let
my adrenalin, nerves and excitement
take over, I focused on following
exactly in Gareth’s footsteps.

We’d managed our loop and now,
unbelievably, were downwind of the
herd and within spitting distance
of beinginrange. Only 40 yards or
sowoulddoit. Garethturnedto 2>
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me and indicated to get low. “Bum
shufile,” he said in a hushed voice. I
laid theritle across my lap, and copied
his movements, hauling myself
forward with my legs and hands.

We started closing the distance.
Thirty yards. Twenty. Gareth paused
for a beat, scanning the ground ahead
of us before moving forwards again.

[ felt the vibrations before I heard

the herd. They had bolted. Whether
there was an outlier closer than

we’d realised or, perhaps, they were
spooked by us or somethingelse, I
don’t know, but our chance had gone.

Theadrenalin that had been
coursing through my veins vanished,

“There was a very
alive bull, agitated
by the battle”

and I felt exhausted, drained and
disappointed. We stood, watching the
huge herd heading off away from us.
They weren’t stampeding, but they
were moving too fast for us to catch
up to them.

Aswe turned to make our way
back to the vehicle, Gareth looked
every bit as disappointed as I felt. We
started to walk, but within two steps,
Garethdropped, and indicated for me
to do the same. Slowly, cautiously, he
grabbed his binoculars and scanned
the ground to one side. “Under that
tree. Two bulls, mature, 400 yards,”
he whispered, pointing. I could just
about see them.

For some reason, these two hadn’t
moved off with the rest of the herd.

Simon’s kit box

(XO Rigby Big Game Vintage
Editionriflein.416

(XO Rigby Jungle Jim Canvas
Courteney boots
johnrighyandco.com

(XO Hornady DGX 400-gr
ammunition
edgarbrothers.com

(XD Leica Ultravid HD Safari
Edition 8x42 binoculars
leica-camera.com

In double quick time, we closed in on
them. There wasnot asecondto lose
for at any moment they could decide
tojoin the rest of the animals.

We closed in enough to give
me a shot with the express sights
of the Rigby. One bull was facing
us, the other faced away. “Take the
one facing us,” Gareth instructed.

[ steadied myself, trying todrown

out the thudding of my heart, trying
to still the shaking of my hands. I was
attempting this 100-yard shot with
open sights — a very different business
from optics.

Breathing deeply a few times and
gently squeezing did the trickand the
boom of the rifle took me by surprise.
I worked the boltand reloaded. The
two bulls moved off, not fast, but
enough to make it a little trickier.

My bull was in the lead, quartering
away. My training with the Doctor
took over and Gareth told me to take
him again. [ fired for a second time,
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putting another fatal shot with a solid
hit through the length of the bull
from haunch through to left scapula.
They moved forward again, slower
this time. After 50 or so yards, they
stopped under the shade of a tree.

My bull dropped to the ground, the
other milling around restlessly and
not giving me achance to putinan
insurance shot. We also didn’t want
to getany closer. Not only could this
situation fast become dangerous as we
had awounded and a very alive bull
obviously agitated by the previous
two minutes of battle, but we could
also provoke a charge.

Death bellow

We waited, hoping to hear that death
bellow and hoping that the other bull
would move off. The second bull still
stood over the wounded one, and we
could do nothing but bide our time.
“Now,” Gareth said, as the other

bull moved away slightly. I fired one
more shot. That diditand, after a few
minutes, Gareth decided we could
move on the other bull safely. We
approached slowly and when we gave
a few shouts and whoops, the other
bull trotted off.

The buftalo lay dead, conveniently
for the skinners and trackers in the
shadow of a tree. Views of Mount
Elgon to one side and Mount Kadam
behind reminded me of Karamojo
Bell and his tales of hunting on these
very grounds. As a hunter, every
animal I pursue is a privilege, but to
doso on these hallowed grounds was
somethingthatIhad long dreamed
of. I hopeitremains possible for
generationsto come. %

. MisSion accomplished: with one buffalo
down, the team heads back to the vehicle
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Corvids are dropping unsavoury spoils on to farmland so an outing
Is required — but where are all the jackdaws, wonders Alan Jarrett

hile mulling over

my options for some
spring sport, it was
time to turn to my
diary to see what had happened in the
recent past. One of my permissions

is on a major corvid tlightlineto a
nearby sewage works. At times large
numbers of corvids are attracted to
this smelly fare and some very good
bags have been made in the past. They
consist of mainly carrion crows and

jackdaws with a few rooks thrown in.

Eventhoughitis onastrong
flightline, a few decoys are pretty well
essential to channel the birds into
a narrower field of fire. This in turn
requires the field to be in shortgrass
or stubble for the decoys to be visible.
Lastyear a crop of hay was taken and
it looks like it will be hay this year.

Last year the field was laid in
grass and, as we entered spring, it

was necessary to make a periodic
visit to see how the grass was coming
through. As ever, corvids keenona
meal were soon across the emerging
shoots and the farmer wanted them
moved on as soon as possible.

In places the field had lain very
wet, in which case the grass was slow

“Too much white

skin and the birds
will be gone”

in coming through. This gave the
corvids plenty of opportunity for a
feed and there was areal danger of
bare patches beingleft throughout
the growing season.

In conversation, the farmer let it
be known that he would be only too
pleased to see the back of some of the
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avian vermin. Not only had they been
pulling up hisgrassseed, but they had
also been dropping unpleasant items
taken from the nearby sewage works
on to his field. Such things would
certainly not be awelcome addition
to the eventual bales of hay.

The biggest problem was the time
of year, with the first spring growth
still coming through along the
hedgerows. This always makes hide
building a tad more challenging, for
it ismy general practice to build the
hide and then augment it with locally
growing vegetation. In other words
to hide the hide.

Corvids are incredibly sharp-eyed
and the slightest movement, or the
sight of too much white skin, and
they will tip a wing and be gone. It
would be unwise to think that their
floppy-winged flight makes them an
easy target. That is true once they are



The hideisn’tin the best spot
but thereis limited choice due™ »-

N "

to the layout of the field

in close and committed to a decoy
spread, but in regular flight they can
be surprisingly manoeuvrable.

As ever with corvids, an early start
is essential if the most is to be made of
the opportunity. They begin to move
at the break of day and those first few
hours can often provide the best of
the sport. That day the alarm jolted
me awake at4.30am, butI was horror-
struck to gaze out of the kitchen
window and see the first faint signs
of dawns well advanced.

Atthe field at 5.20am, it was almost
fully daylight, although there was as
yet no discernible crow movement. I
was into the hide and ready to go 30
minutes later, when the first crow
dumped on to the field before 6am.

Hush power
Mindful of neighbours being woken
atan ungodly hour, my first 60
shots were using up some “hush
power” loads given to me recently
by afriend. They seemed to kill well
enough, although perhaps lacked the
punch of my usual loads. I am not sure
thereis a direct correlation between a
loud bang and killing power, for these
quieter loads were effective enough.
It was a windless morning and
frustratingly the crows were, in the
main, heading to the sewage works at
considerable altitude — many passing
high overhead out ofrange. I even
had to pass up some of those in range
because the site chosen for the hide
was under some overhanging trees.
Although it was a good choice when
combatting sharp-eyed birds, it did

tend to inhibit the swing of the gun
at those higher birds.

Initially, the decoys appeared
of little interest to passing corvids,
other than to encourage them to
alter their line slightly so they could
have alook. That was enough for

__________
1...;1._..-1 .......

decoy pattern but corvids don’t always react
well to such decoys, and oftenavoid them

Corvid control

the occasional shot, and slowly a
reasonable bag was being built.

The bag was almost exclusively
carrion crows, including plenty
of smaller young ones from the
year before. After fledging there
can be occasional difficulties with
distinguishing the difference between
young crows and young rooks, but
these were certainly all crows.

Reckless
In this area, it is often noticeable
that jackdaws seem to arrive later
thantherestof the corvid tribe. On
this occasions they hardly arrived
at all, with only the odd single bird
pitching recklessly, and fatally,
to the decoys. A couple of times
abunch of halfa dozen came
dashing past — managing
to lose one of their number
on each occasion.
The lack of jackdaws was a bit of
a disappointment because on a big
day at corvids they can make up a
significant proportion of the bag.
Indeed, there have been occasions
in the pastduringalongdayinthe
field when the majority of the bag
hasbeen jackdaws.
As the morning progressed a
breeze got up and I hoped it might
improve prospects — it didn’t. In fact,
towards the end of the session, as the
wind strengthened further, the birds
got higher still. One of the problems
with my set-up was the inability to
see anything approaching from the
rear, due to aline of tall sycamore and
beech trees. >
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Corvid control

“A corvid setona

flapper gave added life

to the decoy set-up”

The siting of the hide was
unavoidable due to the configuration
of the field. But it meant that birds
returning from the sewage works
would be well out over the field betore
being spotted, leaving insufficient
opportunity for ashot. The exception
was ifthe bird swung in slightly to
take alook at the decoys, which
a few made the mistake of doing.

On occasion a bird went through,
alerting me to the possibility of
another following, which helped
to build the bag.

Late in the morning a great cloud
of birds came through from my rear,
which made me think that someone

had disturbed them from their sordid
probing among the sewage. There
were three more similar flushes,

one following another, with well

over 100 birds coming through. On
each occasion, one or two peeled oft
totake alook at the “flock” below.
This allowed me to get a few shots
away and add six more crows to the
growing bag.

After seven hours of patience in the
hide — only relieved by the occasion
foray to chase down a winged bird
— proceedings had come to a virtual
stop. Those birds that came through
were even higher, with long spells of
nothing moving, and I decided to give

Some days the majority of the corvids in the bag will be jackdaws but this time they’re mostly crows
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it one more hour in case things started
happening again.

My corvid decoys had been
augmented with a jackdaw seton a
flapper, which gave added life to the
decoy set-up. Corvids do not always
respond well to a flapper — or indeed
arotary — butitisalways worth atry.
The advantage a flapper has over a
rotaryis thatitis lighter and easier to
carry and quicker to setup. I always
giveitatryandifitis not working
bring itin again.

White feathers
It was a long final hour, during which
only three more birds were brought
down. Over recent years it has been
noticeable how many carrion crows
have had colour variants — primarily
with white or off-white wing feathers.
One bird came nicely to the decoys,
looking curious as it wings tlapped
white asit came. It turned out to have
anice mix of white in it wings and as
such was a notable bird.

Those final three birds marked
the end of productive session, and a
bag o170 corvids —the great majority
of which were carrion crows — was
ample reward for an early start
and a long slog in the hide. Aswell
as protecting the grass crop, the
dumping of unsavoury items will have
beenreduced, while hopefully a few
more of our vulnerable birds will have
been protected from the depredations
ofthese pests. &
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Martin Webber is aformer keeper withapassionfor Border terriers
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S 4 \1‘ A young border terrier shows what he is made of when
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TN e gets the scent of a vixen that has been taking lambs

nce Meg had proved herself We approached the den without any disappeared down what was obviously a

as areliable, fox-bolting bitch,  chatter and with the wind in our face. From  collapsed tunnel. He was wearing a locator

| was happy to breed from her.  afew feet away, | could detect no signs of collar but, due to the shallow nature of

| selected a proven border dog  occupancy but this is fairly typical during the den, it was easy to trace his progress
and in due course she whelped a litter of the early denning period. Later on, a den underground simply by listening to the
five puppies, unassisted. can become littered with the remains of occasional bumps and scrapes.

As Meg had only ever bayed at foxes prey and stink to high heaven. After he'd travelled about 3m, he started
and never tackled them, | chose to have to bay. | knew this den of old and the main
her covered by a hard dog. I didn'twantto  Three-holed den chamber was several metres further on, by
risk producing pups that might be overly My companion’s young border bitch was the roots of a spruce tree. The vixen had
cautious about coming within range of a secured to a tree, out of harm’s way, and obviously decided that the best form of
fox, which is possible if you continually he made ready with the shotgun. | walked defence was attack so she came charging
oreed from nothing but bayers. Ultimately, over to what | considered the most likely down the tube to repel the intruder.
oreeding working terriers is not an exact entrance to this three-holed den and held It was a valiant move but doomed to
science and sometimes you simply have the leash so Percy could check it out. failure because, young as he was, Percy
to go with your gut. He had otherideas, however, and pulled  was made of stern stuff and he stood his

| placed two of the most likely puppies towards a shallow bank adjacent to the ground. As the vixen grabbed him by the

into working homes, with a view to selling

the remainder. However, the prospective “AS the Vixen gl'abbEd the dog by the

ouyers of the last dog had to pull out so, |

decided to run-on Percy — named after the mUZZle, he grabbed her by the jaW”

Northumberland foxhound pack.

One April, while Percy was still quite entrance. [t was into the side of one of these  muzzle, so he grabbed her by the lower
young and inexperienced, | was contacted shallow ditches that young Percy stuck his  jaw. [t only took me about 10 minutes to dig
oy a local hill farmer who reported he was nose and snorted. Then he moved an inch through to them and when | did, they were
osing lambs. | had been visiting this farm to the right and snorted again. Then he still locked together. | quickly separated
for years, using my terriers to manage fox scratched at the spot. | became transfixed them and my colleague brought the episode
numbers and limit their impact on lambs oy what was unfolding so, having learned to a speedy conclusion by shooting the fox.
and wildlife. [ knew the farm well and was to trust my dogs over the years, | decided We accounted for the cubs — a task
already considering how to approach the to unslip him and watch. do not enjoy — and made good the den
most likely den site which was less than half He proceeded to dig and, before long, oy reforming the tunnel roof with spruce
a mile from the lamb depredations. first his head and then his entire body boughs, covering with the dug-out soil and

finishing with a layer of old spruce needles.

| have to say, impressed as | was by
Percy’s courage under fire; the way he
stood his ground and, to be fair, gave better
than he got, | was more impressed by
the way he located the vixen. Any decent
working terrier will go to ground and work
a fox but to scent it through a wall of soi
when it's lying several metres down a tube
— that’s not the kind of behaviour you can
expect from just any terrier.

His performance that day was a little
above and beyond the norm. Lamb killing

ceased forthwith. &

(XD Martin Webber is a former keeper
and lifelong hunting and working dog
enthusiast. He lives in south-west Scotland
where he maintains a small kennel of
working Border terriers.

. . b, : R - i,
' - B = = 1 * . = T
- i - - E a By n
% - 3 - ‘“ .‘I'y |' i
- = -
- W . Ny - e s
- - e ARk - .
| . - — | - L4 N . -

Young Percy the border terrier goes above and beyond to get to grips with a lamb-stealing vixen

46 « SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

MARTIN WEBBER




Munt)

- - P

l

. e ) L XV 1 ' LEx
' 4 & ! 2 # ¥ Tt ' . r ; r_a e
: ;A .-r'\l J" A ! r" ) - o o : ’ 'r' " o
'.fi’- '.' ‘f ‘*. F i *_IJ ',.— i ‘ . *
- v A . ¢
“! ’r * Thnl .
: ¥
?j—’ :

sales@muntjactrading.co.uk 01527 870906



Catlow’s notebook

Some reasons
to be cheerful |

L | 40 YEARS,
R otk "% HASWRITTEN
FIVEBOOKS
ABOUT SPORT
WITHROD
AND GUN.

WITH LAURENCE CATLOW

LAURENCE

CATLOW, A
PASSIONATE
SHOOTER AND

o] i

T

pime Ty N TSR

March can behave like a stroppy adolescent but there are times when
it can feel hopetul and exciting as much as challenging and fickle

PAULQUAGLIANA; ALAMY; GETTY IMAGES

arch went out, not

like a lion but rather
more like a teenager.
[t was sometimes
morose, sometimes smiling and
kind, sometimes almostintolerably
unreasonable, stroppy and
obstructive. I spent most of my
working life dealing with teenagers,
which certainly had its ups and
downs, but all in all it was rewarding
and enjoyable.

So it is for me with March; a month
that, when it seems determined to
plunge us back deep into winter, I
find deeply frustrating. But whatever
its moods, March undoubtedly
belongs to the spring of the year. Yes,
itis changeful and fickle; certainly
itis often challenging, but equally
there are times when it excitesand
exhilarates. On the whole I like
teenagers and in a similar way I like

March. I find its unpredictability, its

changefulness one of the reasons why

[ welcome its coming and its course.

Encouraging

Right at the end of the month I found
myself doing what I normally do at
9am; wandering round my ground
with abucket of corn, scattering
handfuls of wheat here and there

in the hope of encouraging resident
pheasants to stay put and persuading
one or two outsiders to move in and
set up home at High Park.

[ had gloves on against the cold,
there was a sharp wind blowing
from the north-east and I was
walking beneath a sullen sky. It was
almost dry, with only a suggestion
of dampness on the air, but it was
certainly cheerless and dreary.
Although there were jobs to be done,
[ was not sure that I wanted to spend
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Throughout spring, a force
coaxes cheerful curlew back

to their nesting grounds




therest of the morning out at High
Park getting on with them.

I was something like halfway
round when I noticed the sky was
lightening. Then, to my surprise
and delight, in less than five minutes
winter had turned into spring. There
were white clouds sailing across the
blue sky, the sun was warm and the
touch ofthe breeze was soft on my

Catlow’s notebook

Wandering around High Park with abucket to
feed theresident pheasants — and perhaps
tempt afewmore —is always apleasure

and the wrens and the chiftchafis.

In response to all this, I found that

I was feeling every bit as cheertul

as the birds, especially since yellow
clumps of primroses were smiling
up at me all along my path. Life
seemed better with every step and I
spent the rest of the morning at High
Parkand, of course, Ireturned there
in the afternoon.

Momentum

Ilike the changefulness of March,
but there is something beneathit that
Ilike even more. For throughout the
month there is a force at work much
stronger than its changetulness,

a momentum that drives things
forward in defiance as well as in
cooperation with March’s changing
moods. Itis the force that brings

the curlew back to their breeding
grounds, the force that tells birds

to sing, that turns blackthorns white
and gives green shoots the summons
to push their way into the light.

It is the life force thatis spring and it
is wonderful; the adolescent tantrums
of March are powerless to resist it.
They may hold things up but the trees
will put on leaves and the swallows
will come and the mayflies will hatch
and spring will yield to summer. And
the year will move on until at last it
tells me to get out my tlanker’s flag
and head into the hills.

But there is something in the
month that Ilike even more thanits
changefulness or the driving force
beneath it. March is the month that,
after a separation that often seems
almost endless, returns me to my
rivers and to everything I find and feel
along their banks. Thisis undoubtedly
by far the best thing about March.

The Wharte opens on the 25th of
the month. Iwas there on the 26th, or

“The swallows will come, the mayflies will
hatch and spring will yield to summer”

cheek. The gloves came ofi, the scarf
was stuffed deep ina pocketand
suddenly the birdsong had turned
from defiance into celebration.

It seemed to me that even the
curlew were trying their best to be
cheerful; there could be no doubt
about the thrushes and the dunnocks

rather I was high up the dale on one

of theriver’s tributary becks.Ilove

the streams that make the Wharte
and, when the water is right —which
isnot as often as I should like — 1

often fish one of them in preference

to the mainriver. I fed my pheasants
before setting off and, reaching >
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The fishing season on the Wharfe opens on25 March, but itis its tributaries that lure Laurence

my destination about 11am, decided
to take an early lunch before starting
to fish.

[feltitwasmy dutytodrinka
solemn beaker of red wine in honour
of the new season. I felt, in fact, that
it was my duty to drink two of them,
which meant it was almost noon
before Imade my first cast.

First fish

Youmay be expecting me to tell you
that before longI hooked a fish, afish
that stayed for the netand so became
my first trout of the year, and this
was only a beginning becauseI had
soon caught another and that more
followed. And I ended the day with
at least half-a-dozen spring trout to
my name. I only wish this is how

it had been; it would have been
wonderful. But the truth is that

after something like half an hour
there was a pull on the line, telling

me that a trout had touched one of my
flies without taking a firm hold. This
was the high point of the afternoon,
as close asIgot to catchinga trout.

The day was bright but the air
was cold and there was no hatch
and the fish did not feel inclined to
stir themselves. I persevered until
3.30pm then drove home.

[ do not like blank days; they send
me home with a feeling of failure,
butitis somehow different on the
first day of my season. It is, of course,
much betterifthe first day gives me a
troutortwobutitisadaywhenlIcan
contemplate an empty bag without
too much disappointment. Thisis

. becausethe firstday of my seasonis

~ ' ritual as much assport: aritual of

AN

_,:i ~ repossession and return, marking

The first day of the season
marks Laurence’s ritualistic
return to his favouriteriver
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Blossom appears, turning the trees and
hedgerows white, another sign that spring is
soon to turninto summer and all its joys

the renewal of my relationship with a
river that has flowed through my life
for more than 50 years. It has been,
throughout this time, arich source of
comfort, of fascination and fulfilment
and of very deep joy.

On my first day of the season,
simply to be there isenough and it
matters not if I find myself on one of
the becksrather than on the Wharte,
as the becksare an essentialand
precious part of my favourite river.

“There was no
hatch and the fish
did not feel inclined
to stir themselves”

At the time of writing I haven’t
made a second visit to Wharfedale,
butIshall be there again within a few
days. Now Aprilis herelIshallsoon be
heading off to the Tees. On both these
days an empty bag will send me home
downhearted, in need perhaps of an
extraglass of fino to restore my mood.
If, on the other hand, my bag returns
home with a few trout inside it, I shall
most certainly drink an extraglass of
fino in grateful celebration of the fact
that akind God decided to make me
a fisherman.

And mention of fino reminds me
that itisgone 7pm and time to get the
bottle out of the fridge, time to fill my
glass, to take afew grateful sips before
telling myself how good it is to have
half a year’s fishing stretching out
ahead of me. Cheers and tight lines. %
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Misconceptions

The act of kindness

that left a sour taste

Those who take part in fieldsports are often subject to abuse but
an encounter on a country lane gives Alan Child a sense of injustice

S auniversity graduate,
with degreesinboth
English literature and law,
I have profound respect
for the part that emotions and facts
playin the ebb and flow of our daily
lives. Ialso appreciate that so often
our feelings override the evidence
before us and may enrich or damage
relationships. Iadmire those people
with strongly held beliefs, but my
greatestrespect goes to those who
cansubstantiate their passions with
reference to something concrete.

[ am fortunate to have only
experienced onone occasion the
disturbinginterruption of aday’s
grouse shooting by antis. Iwasa
member of the picking-up team and
suffered much verbal abuse from a
group of 10 or so protesters. They also
decided to surround my truck and
rammed clods of earth and stones
under the wheels so I could notdrive
off the moor.

Thearrival of mounted police a
short while later thankfully brought
the protest to an end and I eventually
made it back to the safety of the
headkeeper’syard.

Far more disconcerting was the
leap to judgement made by a passing
motorist literally 100 yards from my
home. Iwas returning from an hour’s
dog training on my neighbouring
farm, which is the heart of my small
shoot. It had been a successful
session with a young labrador, who
had completed one or two excellent
water retrieves as well as showing
commendable steadinessin the
presence of curious young heifers.

AsIwalked down thelane Itook
the opportunity to take the dog
towards a field containing a flock
of sheep and the first few lambs of
the season. Imoved to the gateway
and sat the dog, who showed some
interestin the joyful frolics of the
youngsters. I scanned thefield to
checkthat everything was asitshould
be. Asmy survey drew to a close
I noticed a squatting hare only 20
yards into the field.

A suddenflick of its ears gave
away the hare’s location and I smiled,
thinking how well these animals
harmonise with their environment.
This was a training opportunity not
to be missed.
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Ewes and lambs in the next field offer anideal opportunity to teach ayoung labrador steadiness
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My quickly devised strategy was
to hold the dog on sit then tap the gate
with my stick to encourage the hare
to speed off. I knew thatif my dog was
unable to resist the temptation of this
fast-moving quarry, the gate would
prevent his chase extending beyond
afew feet. AsI tapped the gate I blew
my sit whistle and prepared to correct
my errant dog — or perhaps extend a
word of praise and offer a tasty reward
should he remain stationary.

The hare did not move. So I tapped
again, but the creature remained
motionless and my doglooked
quizzically at my strange antics.

Awkward
Istared at the hare in some disbelief
and it was only because of my intense
concentration thatI noticedits
posture did not conform to that of
the sprinter in his blocks ready to
accelerate; no, there was something
awkward about the legs’ alignment.
I decided toinvestigate further. I
repeated my sit command to the dog
and climbed over the gate. I walked
slowly towards the hare but kept
half an eye on my dog, who might be
tempted to join me in my exploration.
As Inearedthe hare Isaw blood
stains on its haunches and the splinter
of bone piercing the skin of one of
its backlegs. Iguessed it had been
injured by a passing car as it crossed
the lane and did not make the safe
haven of the field on its usual route
under the galvanised field gate.
As Ipickeditup, the hare let
out that spine-chilling cry which
encapsulates all imaginable suffering
and fear. I despatched it swiftly and
humanely with my bare hands, while
wondering how long it had been in
such terrible pain. I pondered what
fate might have befallen it had I not
chanced uponit. It could have been
a slow, slow death or the double >



Misconceptions

“The hare let out that spine-
chilling cry which encapsulates all
imaginable suffering and fear”
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Misconceptions

agony of providing living flesh for the
scavengers circling above, eager no
doubt to pluck the eyes from lambs.
My dog had remained transfixed
and for thisI was immensely grateful.
However, me clambering over the
gate with a large hare was a little too

much for the young dog, who simply
had toinvestigate. I slipped on his lead
and set off towards my home. There

“I wanted the

motorist to know I
had saved the hare
from further pain”

[ was, well-trained dog walking nicely
to heel, hare in my right hand and my
mind focused on making the most

of this tragedy and, yes, anticipating
the roasted saddle and thegame

soup I would make for my tamily’s
delectation, when asmall car came
flying up the lane towards me.

When the vehicle was about 25
yards from me, it slowed and came
alongside. The passenger window
lowered and I was then abused by
the driver, who called me various
unrepeatable names then drove oft
with asqueal of tyres.

My first reaction was —and [am
ashamed to admit it — to hurl abuse
at the fleeing motorist. A little later
as I prepared the hare for the freezer,

[ still had feelings of residual anger but
most of all I feltimpotence. I wanted
to correct the motorist’s impression
thatIor my dogwas a killer.

Disregard
[ wanted the motorist to know I had
saved this animal from further pain,
that the reason it haslostits life was
down to those motorists who, like
him, travel the country lanes at high
speed in constant disregard for others
who use it, whether they be walkers,
agricultural vehicles, crossing cattle,
errant lambs or other wildlife.

Even worse was the thought
that my abuser would recount their
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experience to their family and
friends. He would perpetuate amyth
about the man with the labrador and
the hare he had killed on a glorious
spring day and who had the audacity
to walk down the lane with his trophy
in full public gaze.

[llogical and inexplicable I know,
but the hare never graced our table.
It was donated, oven-ready, to some
friends who thoroughly enjoyed the
feast it provided. I do not know why
I made thisdecision. Perhaps I feared
its dying scream and the departing
squeal of the tyres would leave a bitter
taste, or perhaps it was the sense of
mutual defencelessness. &

The injured hare is put out of its misery, an act of mercy thatresults in an earful of abuse for Alan
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FLIGHTLINE DECOYS ARE THE
LEADING INNOVATORS IN
PIGEON DECOYING EQUIPMENT.

Now in our tenth year as the most popular, and in demand
makers of the iconic FF6 Pigeon flapper!

‘r.

There is nothing out there that come
close, in lifelike action, reliability,
ahd second to non customer service.

Demand is, as always high. So, to
secure your FF6 for 2024, simply
go to the website and place your
order. Or text, ‘CALL BACK’ To
07592998202, and we will call
you, as soon as we have the next
batch available.

Flightline Decoys...”If we’ve
built it, they WILL COME!”
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CHECK OUT
SUBVOUTLBE FLIGHTLINE-DECOYS

CHANNEL
FLIGHTLINE L, 07592 998202

DECOYS

WWW.FLIGHTLINEDECOYS.CO.UK

GOOD REASONS TO BUY A
BRATTONSOUND GUNSAFE

7

/@ WEARE THE GUNSAFE EXPERTS

UK manufactured since 1982.We have
models especially for airguns, with or
without scopes, and all our safes are suitable
for Part | Firearms and Shotguns.

. 3YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY*

Our after sales service is second to none.

i@ SAFETY
- There is no better way of keeping your \‘ri

guns safely locked away. \\1“‘ | .

'@ 3 SECURITY LEVELS "

RANGIES

Safely locking your guns away reduces
the risk of accidental damage.

HAWKER
SHELLII

See us at
The Stalking show
13-14th April

. STORAGE FORALLYOUR GEAR

Keep your guns,ammo and accessories
together. Losing your pellets can be a thing
of the past!

SUPER
@ FREE Napier corrosion inhibitor. VPQ@

For local stockists & brochures call

020 8254 6812

N EW! We also make General

Purpose Security Cabinets. www.brattonsound.co.uk
Please see our website *Terms and conditions apply see website for details



RIFLE TEST

Sauer 505 ErgoLux

308 Win £6,812

The newest incarnation of Sauer’s silky smooth bolt-action rifle has a
number of features that will appeal to a wide range of deerstalkers

There is no loss of zero with the
Blaser-type saddle mounting system

Theredesigned
cocking systemwith its
large red de-cock buttonis silent
andfasttouseinthefield,
and is one of the most

noticeable tweaks
tothe 505

It’s super-easy to
change the barrel,
— with a choice of 19

T differing calibres

OUR VERDICT Gone is the old scope mounting The Quattro trigger
system and inits place is a Blaser-type system remains and
auers were always one of those saddle system that improves the scope its four-point instantly
rifles you aspired to own. The mounting with no loss of zero when adjustable weights — from
newest incarnation of its silky removed or re-engaged. the lightestat 350g to
smooth bolt-action rifleis the The boltis now one piece and as 1,250g —are very handy.
505 model that is kept current with such is even smoother to operate with Safety featuresinclude the
new features including the all-steel
action for arigid and sturdy chassis “Sauer’s new design Will appeal (10
platform, yet lightened by its skeletal . é -
form. You still have this modular hunters lOOklng for a premium gunmn
design where the action/chassis acts
as the backbone of the rifle, thus its 60-degree bolt lift, as is the silent MagLock integrated magazine safety
allowing a quick change of barrels — redesigned manual cocking and system, which eliminates unwanted
thereare 19 calibresin all. de-cockingsafety system. jettisoning in the field.
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Buy with confidence

The Sauer 505
ErgoLux carrieson
the Germanbrand’s fine
tradition for superb craftsmanship
and elegant lines, with some
very useful upgrades

The rifle’s barrel lengths differ included

depending on the calibre

The Sauer 505 ErgoLux .308’s
barrels are cold hammer forged

Sauer prides itself on supplying
the correct fitand styling to its
rifle stocks and the new 505 is no
different. You can still switch from
the traditional walnut — as featured

NEED TO KNOW

» Manufacturer JP Sauer & Son
» Model 505 ErgoLux
» Overall Length 40in, with 20in barrels

» Barrel Length 20in, thread 15mm/1,

» Sights None furnished, saddle mount for
scope

» Weight Wood (ErgoLux) 3,450g, 7.6lb and
Polymer (Synchro XT Black) 3,550g, 7.8lb

» Stock Grade 7 walnut (four other
configurations including thumbhole,

polymer and carbon fibre)

» Length of Pull 13%zin

» Finish Qil finished stock, DLC (diamond-like
carbon) coating on metal parts

» Trigger Quattro trigger 350¢g to 1,250¢
(0.771bs to up to 2.751lbs) selection

» Safety Manual cocking sliding safety

on the ErgoLux — for a polymer
Sporter or thumbhole designs to
the adjustable Synchro XT carbon-
fibre version for the real weight-
conscious hunters by loosening
only two bolts.
All of these little tweaks have
L improved some of the little niggles

~ 7 ofthe pastand now, with the 505
model, Sauer’s new design will
almost certainly appeal to those
shooters who are in the market for a

| AR R O MRS NENC |

premium gun that comes with alot i :
flosib : it thei d » Magazine Three or five rounds,
of flexible options to suit their needs MagLock system

in the field.

Caisly
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» Calibre .308 Win on test, 19 available
from .222 Rem to Swiss: 10.3x60 R
» Price £6,812
» Contact Blaser Group Ltd (01483 917412) >




Buy with confidence

RIFLE TEST

IN DEPTH
FIELD TEST

he steel action is skeletonised

around the magazine housing to The accuracy from the bench at 100 oroups at 2,503fps and 2,255ft/Ib for its
save weight yet remains rigid, yards was nothing short of amazing. heavier 162-gr bullet prove this new Sauer
and the new saddle mounting The Sako Gamehead 123-gr bullets sped 505 is not at all bullet fussy.
system is quick and fumble-free to operate. along at 2,809fps for 2,156ft/|b energy | did try a few reloads but that ECX
The returns to zero are nice, too. Exterior and | clustered three shots into 0.662in. load was so good | used it for the red
protection comes via the DLC (diamond-like Their 150-gr equivalents shot 0.720in deer hind stalk later on. However, the
carbon) coated surface on the action as groups at 2,693fps and 2,416ft/Ib, so Sierra ProHunter 125-gr bullet shot very
well as the barrel, so the worst of the British choose your deer species because these consistent O0.75in groups at 2,813fps and
weatheris held at bay. Sakos are super-accurate. 2,197ft/Ib with aload of 44.0 grains of Vit
Using a one-piece bolt improves the The heavier Hornady SST 165-gr N133 powder. The Barnes TTSX 130-gr
super-slick 505 action and its 60-degree had a healthy 2,7/02fps and 2,676ft/Ib lead-free option produced 0.65in groups
[ift via the six locking lug arrangement, and with a great 0.885in group. This would with 40.5 grains of RL10X at 2,864fps
the plunger ejector system makes for an make a great fallow or red deer load. and 2,368ft/Ib.
impressively speedy reload. Copper was no burden at all and The reds had been feeding late in the
Also new is the revamped two-piece achieved the most amazing one-hole evening on a wide-open field so | waited
manual cocking system/safety located at oroups with Hornady's 125-gr ECX bullets,  until nearly dark with my back to a tree.
the rear of the bolt. A light push inwards which achieved a healthy 2,8 /6fps for The ease with which the 505 nestled into
of the red section de-cocks the 505 and 2,296ft/Ib and bughole groups of 0.44in. the aim sent that 125-gr ECX into the
Upward pressure on the black button Similarly, the Sako Blade shot tiny 0.520in  vitals of the hind (below) at 1/1 yards.
re-cocks the action silently and smoothly,
making it so much better than before.
as well as the ability to exchange the change between the luxury walnut to a
Marvel narrels, remains the same on the 505. Three ~ weather-beating synthetic model a breeze.
| really like the Quattro trigger mechanism. numbered Allen bolts securing the barrel This ErgoLux grade 7 walnut stock has
't is a marvel with its four pre-set weights to the front of the action are removed in outstanding figuring with a lightly rubbed
accessed when the fore-end isremoved. You  order and lowering the locating lever allows oil finish and well-executed chequering to
have four settings on test: 1lb 4oz; 1Ib 100z; a swift exchange of the barrel. Lengths the fore-end and pistol grip. The latter has
2|b 70z; and the fourth setting at 2lb 150z for ~ differ dependent on the calibre. This 20in a slight palm swell and classic Bavarian-type
any shooting eventuality. version (15mm/1) muzzle thread on test dropped cheekpiece. %
Feeding the 505 is via the detachable this month has a
polymer three-shot flush fit magazine as 17/mm profile, but
standard — two-shot in magnum calibres — a heavier varmint
or via the extended five-shot model we had type at 19mm can
on test. New is the MaglLock mechanism, in also be ordered
which a double press on the release button in.308 Win.
'S necessary to release the magazine, The detachable
eliminating accidental discharge. fore-end and
The cold hammer forged barrel, which the butt stock
achieves great concentricity and longevity, makes the swift

Sauer firearms always look fantastic and handle so well. This 505
model, with its new steel action, scope mounting system, MaglLock
and one-piece bolt all add up to one magnificent stalking rifle in any
configuration you choose.

Accuracy Handling Trigger Stock Value Overall Score
Very good accuracy Sauers always have Safe and very clean Good handling and Great build quality A fantastic rifle that
when using both that natural ~ four-positiontrigger ~ nicetobeableto ~ andflexibledesign ~ performs well and
lead-coredand ~ pointabiltyand =~ forbenchworkor  change fromwalnut  forthepricebuyers  willbe asound

copper bullets  steadiness inthe aim field work to synthetic ~ willbe charged investment
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BRUCE POTTS

Rifles

Centre of

attention

Roebuck season is here so if you’re going to
upgrade your rifle, we’ve picked five options

eare already aquarter
of the way through
the year and the
roebuck seasonis
upon us. Daylight hours have been
lengthening rapidly and there is, at
last, some warmth in the rising sun.
There’s a feel-good factor in the air
and the deer must feel this too. They

browse for longer periods on the
tender shoots and buds as they work
togain condition after the harder
winter months. We’ve had to endure
one of the wettest springs on record
butas we gain more daylight hours,
there are more opportunities to get
after roebuck with arifle. Here are five
options to suit all budgets. &

SAUER 505 BOLT-ACTION RIFLE

At the heart of the new 505 is the
unmatched silky smooth bolt action that
Sauer claims is super-quiet, extremely
fast and reliable. The manual cocking
of the Sauer 505 is new too and is
designed to be safer, quieter and more
comfortable than ever.

Thanks to the adjustable Quattro
trigger, the ideal trigger-pull can be
adapted for every situation and the

The Sauer 505 is said to be
super-quiet, extremely fast
and reliable — everything
astalker needs

integrated MaglLock magazine safety
reliably prevents unwanted triggering of
the magazine button.

Finally, the cold hammer forged rifle
barrel guarantees the Sauer precision,
whether you choose a polymer, carbon

fiore or wooden stock. Read Bruce
Potts’s verdict on the 505 (see p56).

IRRP £3,282 | Visit sauer.de/en

“The 505’s cocking is designed to be
safer, quieter and more comfortable”
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BERGARA B14 WILDERNESS

THUMBHOLE CARBON

Bergara's Bl14 model is arguably the
brand’s most popular centrefire.
The Wilderness model is designed
for uncompromising performance
in the real world, with a lightweight
construction, Cerakote finishes,
fluted bolts and a thumbhole stock
with carbon or steel-barrelled
options. The whole rig is only 6lb
6oz in .308 Win and balanced with a
short 20in barrel that has a slimline
steel barrel beneath a carbon-fibre
wrap to add strength. This all adds
up to a strong, weatherproof — all
exposed metal parts are
Cerakote finished — rifle.
In addition, a precision
trigger mechanism
and AICS-compatible
detachable magazine,
mean this Bl4 offers
oreat value for money.

IRRP £1,445
IVisit artemis
outdoorsuk.co.uk

Bergara’s
rugged B14
livesuptoits
Wilderness
tagasits
contruction
is completely
weatherproof




Rifles

(
\
'i o “Stalkers have the
( e Browning X-Bolt
1. ProCarbonis the ability to adjust
‘ perfect weight for
woodland stalking stock, length and

cheekpiece height”

SAKO S20 HUNTER

The Sako S20 has been on the
market for several years now but
remains a favourite among stalkers.
As well as offering great balance and
nandling, the S20 also features an
innovative quick-detachable stock
that facilitates an instant exchange
of parts.This gives stalkers the
ability to adjust and customise the
rifle stock, length and cheekpiece
height. These rifles are also fitted
with a practical integrated Picatinny
rail and metal parts are finished with
a weatherproof tungsten Cerakote.
The range is available in .243, .270,
308 and 6.5 Creedmoor.

Thelightweight K5
Black blends style
with substance

IRRP from £2,200
| Visit gmk.co.uk

The S20 Hunter has anintegrated
Picatinny rail and all metal parts
are finished with Cerakote

BROWNING X-BOLT

MERKEL K5 BLACK

PRO CARBON

The Merkel K5 Black is sure to have

old-school stalkers smiling, with its The Pro Carbon is the latest iteration
traditional Bavarian cheekpiece, of Browning's X-Bolt range. It tips
stock and open sights. There are the scales at 6lb 9oz (without a

no signs of compromise with this scope or moderator), making it
ifle; a grade 5 walnut, oil finish and the perfect weight for woodland
non-ejection systems are all classics, stalking. All metal parts are finished
out the fluted barrel and nitrided with a practical and attractive
Suhler tilting bolt lugs, trigger and Cerakote. The rifle’s high-density
automatic de-cocking systems add foam core is reinforced with carbon
a modern twist to things. Weighing fibre to ensure strength while

only 5Ib with an overall length of Keeping it lightweight. The action
36.5in, the K5 blends style with of the X-Bolt is relatively short
substance. The Monte Carlo stock and benefits from a 60-degree lift,
has a range of options — as does the making it easier to cycle and allows
K5 Arabesque model with superb more room for a scope. The stock
engraving and non-fluted barrels. s a parallel comb design which

The range is available in calibres reduces felt recoil and makes for
from .223 Remup to 6.5 Creedmoor. a comfortable rifle in the field.
IContact your local dealer for IRRP £2,479

prices I Visit vikingshoot.com IVisit browning.eu
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A question of
hunting ethics

Why the welfare of deer is more important
than the individual agendas of hunters

very year our hunting
association sends out
around 200 letterstoall
the wildlife management
units in the Flemish region of
Belgium. It is primarily an update of
our membership, a report of the past
year and includes the best practice
guidelines for animal tracking.

We hope the person in charge
of these wildlife management
units informs their members so
our message is well distributed.
Unfortunately, even after 30 years
of trying to educate hunters on
animal tracking, there are stillsome
who believe they know best and can
conduct the perfect search acrossall
circumstances. The consequences
of this blaseé attitude can be huge and
further highlight the importance of
education. I don’t mean to imply that
all hunters are irresponsible, as this

certainly is not the case, I only intend
to highlight the risks of setting out
without due care.

Roebuck search

A colleague received a callto search
for aroebuck. The location of the
trackwas half an hour’s drive away
and, as it was still early evening with
plenty of light, he decided to set

off that evening. When he arrived
atthe agreed place, there wasno
one waiting for him, so he gave the
hunters a call. They responded and
came to pick himup. When he arrived
at the scene of the shot, he saw that
another team was also searching.

The hunters had called several
associations and another one had also
responded and come out to search.
My colleague confronted the initial
caller about this, who explained they
had called a few trackers so they had
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WITH RUDI VAN KETS

RUDI VAN
KETSISA
BELGIAN GAME
HUNTERWHO
SPECIALISES
INDEERDOG
TRAINING AND
PREPARING

HOUNDSFOR
TRACKING
TRIALS

Above: Communication between tracking
parties and land managers is key to avoid
the whole exercise being awaste of time

abackup in case the first dog didn’t
find the deer.

[ have experienced asimilar
situation. Ireceived a phone call
one night with arequest to come out
immediately. The drive wasn’tlong
and tosave time I asked my daughter
to make sure that all the necessary
equipment and the dog were in the
car and ready to go. When we arrived,
peculiarly, there was no one there.
After abit of hanging around, we
decided to give the hunters a call.

The lady who had called me
answered andl asked where the team
were. Instead of an answer, I was told
“you don’t have to come any more,
we’ve found the roe”. Atthe same
time, our contact arrived. This turned
out to be the owner of the hunting
ground. He was dumbfounded when
[ told him about the phone call. I
think if an agreement has been made,
they should stick toit or at least let
you know you are no longer needed,
thus saving you from making an
unnecessary journey.

Another member of our group
received a call at the beginning of the
roebuck season. The day after the
call, he drove more than an hour to
the agreed place. When he arrived, he
was met by one of the hunters. They



continued on to the hunting ground
to the place where the buck had
been shot. When they arrived, the
gamekeeper was waiting for them.

The keeper told them to wait
until the members of the hunting
group had returned from their
search. Halfan hour later six
people came out of the forest with
a few dogs, and nothing found. It
was now up to our member who,
after a short but clear explanation,
thanked everyone and drove home.

There are plenty more cases like
this. Despite our annual attempts
to train hunters in ethics, there is
something primal about hunting
that causes people to become a bit
blinkered and forget themselves.
They get tunnel vision and are only
able to focus on the prize, forgetting
the best practice guidelines that have
usually been impressed upon them
several times.

This phenomenon is as common
with those sittingin a high seat as
itis with those on a driven hunt.
Shootingis important to a wide group
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The thought of not tracking a deer that has been shot is totally incomprehensible to most hunters

animal following the impact. Thisis
particularly true for wild boar.

Red deer are tough animals and
they too give little indication of injury,
even if the shot is well placed and
they are mortally hit. However, we
stillsometimes only find blood after
a few tens of metres. The majority of
hunters have alot of respect for the
game and follow the rules closely,

“The chap who had let his dogs go stood up
and apologised to the whole association”

of people but there is still a prevailing
mindsetthatifthe animalis not dead
on the spot, they have missed it.
Disappointingly, there are still plenty
of hunters who cannot be bothered
to search and follow the animal’s trail
for even a few meters.

A lot of game is hit but gives little
initial indication of injury, meaning
the shooter isunaware of the status
of the quarry. Itis the shots you think
you have entirely missed that you
must examine with particular care.
From experience we have found
that often there is alot of blood to be
found after about 30m. The signs
of catastrophic injury fromthe
bullet sometimes come very
late due to the speed of the

Dogs brought along to help with the search
must not be allowed to contaminate the
areabefore the tracker gets there

making every effort to track down
injured animals.

[f groups contact us to request
help with a search, we know they are
following the rules. In 90% of cases
the hunter will accompany you on
a track. They should have marked

the direction of shot and escape but
mostimportantly they should have
conducted only an limited search for
blood spatters and have avoided using
other dogs to keep the trail pure. This
increases the successrate by 60%.

Saying sorry
Even a well-intentioned hunting
group that has stays with you for
the track can still accidentally make
things difficult through not sticking
to therules. Last July I took a student
with me on a track for a roebuck.
The aim was that the student would
take the lead on this track as an
exercise to test the capabilities of
their dog. Regrettably, the hunter
had summoned a friend before we
got there, and the friend had let his
two small munsterlander loose on the
track. One of the dogs quickly went
missing and didn’t return for more
thanan hour and a halt. Asa result of
the contamination of the trail by other
dogs, it was pointless for us to start.
This particular occurrence came
to the attention of the owner of the
hunting area and in turn led to a few
strong words. A few weeks later I
received an invitation from a hunting
group to participate in a joint hunt
on roebuck. During the post-hunt
dinner, the owner of the land had a
quiet word with the attendee who
had been responsible for the bungled
munsterlanders incident. Afterwards
the chap who had let his dogs go stood
up and apologised to the association.
This must have been a tough
moment for the fellow in question,
but his humility was very much
appreciated and demonstrated the
support, respectand appreciation for
the voluntary service that we provide
with total dedication. &
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Everything you wanted to know about rifle shooting but were afraid to ask...
If you're looking to make that first step into rifle shooting, or you need to
brush up on some essential skills, this is the book for you.

With technique masterclasses and
advice from leading rifle-shooting
experts, plus tuition on essential
skills such as rifle and scope
set-up, this guide will enlighten
and inform anyone looking to
Improve or hone their rifle shooting
skills. Brought to you by the team
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by our rivers and lakes

8% Fisherman’s Diary

ith grayling now out of
season, we are focusing
on trout. Suddenly, we
find the countryside

enriched with the

delicate flowers of violets, celandine and
wood anemones. Everything is changing,
almost day by day, and the trout are feeding
voraciously. It is not necessarily easy
fishing, however, because we are often

met by inclement conditions and we need

to adapt accordingly.

With the incessant rain, coloured water

orought hungry brown

nlagued us all winter, and this has persisted
into the spring. Friends in northern England
fared much better, even with similarly

nigh flows, because hatches of early olives

trout up to the duns.

Hatches are usually short-lived and sport
s frenetic in these conditions.

Given that much of our fishing is below

the surface in coloured water, it pays to

orange in my nymphs
lake. Typically, this wil
appropriately colourec

head or collar. | strong

increase the visibility of the flies. | often
put a hot spot of fluorescent green or
for both river and

be a few turns of
floss tied in at the
y recommend not

overdoing this, however, particularly if you
are targeting wild trout. Too much intensive
colour in a fly can easily spook the fish.

Of course, this does not apply to freshly
stocked fish; but then again, most of us

are not interested in th
become naturalised.

ese until they have

Prime food source

are preyed on by trout

though itis probably fai

Just lately, my stillwater visits have been
similarly disappointing
though the buzzers (chironomid midges)
nave been active, as expected, in their
arval and pupal stages. | have always loved
ouzzer fishing, particularly from the banks
of large lakes and reservoirs. These insects
throughout the year,

for fly hatches,

r to say that from

now until early June, buzzers in one stage
of the life cycle or another are their prime

food source.

You cannot really go wrong by using a
floating line and long leader with a team of
buzzer-like patterns. | always favour Cove-
style Pheasant Tail on the point, with Diawl

New | COUNTRYMAN'S
with | WEEKLY

Fly-ﬁshers casting in challenging conditions
need to use common sense, says Jeremy Lucas

Bach variants or buzzer pupa imitationson  at a consistent depth following the pupae
the droppers. rising and falling in the column.

For the latter, black is a good starting f it is mild and the light intensity not
point, particularly with a hint of bright too strong, we are often blessed with trout
green or orange in the thorax region given high in the water as they begin to take
the coloured water that most of us are the emergers. | often stay with a team, as
dealing with at the moment. [ usually look above, but change the top dropper or point
for a side wind rather than one directly off fly for a dry pattern. This way, all three

“I usually look for a side wind rather
than one directly off or onshore”

or onshore. | cast across the wind with a flies are close to the surface. These were
long line, mending if necessary to allow the  the conditions today, resulting in perhaps
nymphs to sink, and retrieve very slowly, 20 takes and converting a dozen of these
with occasional accelerations which can to rainbows brought to hand. Every single
induce a take. fish came to the top dropper, a Diawl Bach

We have to be careful to avoid an variant, size 12. Even though the water
exposed clay bank where the wind is cutting  was not clear, | was surprised this fly was
across, because this will inevitably be the favoured over the more brightly coloured
muddiest water in the lake, and trout will nymph. It is remarkable how trout can pick
avoid such areas completely. Look for a out such small, inconspicuous food forms.
point where there is a reasonable side wind With warmer weather and clearer water,
and explore the water column with long we're more consistently seeing trout near
casts and slow retrieves. The trout willsoon  the surface now. We can expect some dry
reveal themselves, usually taking fly action soon on river and lake. &

The presence of coloured water has called forimaginative solutions when casting for trout

(XD Jeremy Lucasis a lifelong fly-fisher, multiple England Team member and author of the
landmark Presentation Fly-Fishing. Now he focuses on conservation and dry -fly.
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Felix Petit

a4 Serious
matters

Several reasons why every deerstalker needs
some thermal-imaging optics in their kit bag

.....

or a long time the only things
that helped me see in the dark
were carrots. When [ went to
Sandhurst | had my first taste
of night vision. They lumbered us with a
delightfully ropey head-mounted system
that they assured us was state of the art.

It was a bugger to fit on to your helmet
and, considering the model we were issued
took only a single AA battery, you had to
put a fresh one in every time you used it.
This system had the added disadvantage
of protruding from your helmet about 6in
and thus required a counterweight that was
stuck to the back of your helmet, meaning

your head weighed approximately the same t
as a neutron star.

My next tangle with night vision was The Infiray Gemini multi-spectral thermal imaging binoculars offer stalkers pin-sharp images
during tank training at Bovington. Part of
the course was learning to drive a tank over This little number helped out no end nelp out with a replacement for my loyal
rough terrain at night with “hatches down”.  and, with a really decent detection range ittle unit. An almost indefensible luxury,
This meant you had to glue your eyes to the  of well over a kilometre, it made life much out | bought myself the Infiray Gemini
night-vision scope to see anything at all as easier. All of asudden | could bore my multi-spectral thermal-imaging binoculars
you hauled at various levers to keepevena  friends with videos and pictures of distant from Scott Country. Before Scott moved to
semblance of control. The scope afforded animals, and it revolutionised my ability to ecommerce, its shop was a firm favourite of
you swimming green vision that distorted locate deer in densely forested areas. | have  mine, a mere eight miles from the remote
all sense of perspective and eventually to admit | used it in daylight too as it helped ~ moors where | grew up.
reality. You quickly became horribly seasick  me pick up deer across a vista that | would Admittedly, the Geminis are more
over the off-road course. have whizzed past with regular binoculars. of an investment than my pocket money

However, as you become increasingly purchases of 20 years ago, but my gosh

Game-changer reliant on a bit of kit, you discover the outer  they are worth it. My eyes no longer get

These outings scarred me somewhat and

for along time | avoided any sortofimage  “Thermals are the difference between
intensifying or thermal sight. | pretended to

yself that this wasn't because they made d blank day and d riOtOUS SUCCESS”

f
T
me ill, but because | wanted to be sporting
0

~ it might cause my ability to effectively parameters of their use. | began to find that  tired, it has a rangefinder and a detection
glass a hillside to atrophy. However, | can on occasion it would let me down if scoping  range of over 2.5km — it's sensitive enough
accept | was dead wrong. Thermals are an a distant hillside or in horrible down-the- to pick up a chilly shrew on the horizon.
absolute game-changer, and anyone who back-of-your-neck sort of rain. There are so many bells and whistles that
S even vaguely serious about their stalking The thermal optics game is an expensive | am still learning how best to deploy them
needs to have one in their pocket. one and evolves apace, but | was hard and the scalpel-sharp image almost brings

Thermals are the difference between pushed to justify an upgrade. However, my  me to tears. If you're dilly-dallying over an

a blank day and a riotous success with orandmother is endlessly trying todishout ~ upgrade and you can afford it, go for it. %
significant conservational benefits. Acouple  her cash to her grandchildren but likes it
of years ago, | relented and purchased a to be on something worthy. Thus, when | 2> For more thermal-imaging options,
decent thermal-imaging monocular. had dropped enough hints, she offered to visit scottcountry.co.uk

(XD Felix Petitis a conservation and fieldsports enthusiast who grew up in the wilds of Galloway. He recently left The Household Cavalry
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HIKMICRO ALPEX LRF

Day and Night Vision with Ballistic Laser Rangefinder

The all new Alpex ASOEL LRF 4K features a state of the art 3840x2160 4K

sensor, delivering unparalleled performance, with full colour by day and
incredibly detailed night vision at night.

With an integrated LRF with ballistic calculator, it is easy to determine ranges
in the field, and obtain an accurate shooting solution at any distance.

n’ X

r" B i “The Alpex LRF is a very clever unit,
//Af N 1 :‘jl

combining a laser rangefinder and
L ballistic calculator all within a slimline
el day/night scope, no bigger than a
- normal day scope, a perfect all rounder
| for rabbit, fox and deer.”

Mark Ripley - 260 RIPS

08:14 AM

pcgDbEe@®

"%, HIKMIC

Y ALPEX L'_RF 4K -.
£84999

y \ &
(; _Df;cott %Ountry. ~ WWW.SCOTTCOUNTRY.CO.UK
wiixnationa. 01556 50 3587 or 01556 50 3175
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Collins

01308 485422
www.collinsnets.co.uk

“Great products at great prices
and very speedy delivery. Will be
using Collins Nets in the future”
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olossal offensives

Carrion crows will attack ewes and take lambs, as well as plunder the
eggs and young of any bird so there must be no mercy, says David Imrie

naSaturday evening the recognised, though unseen, danger. propped up over the water provided

Keswick wildfowlers’ club Then in the gathering darkness they them with ideal roosting.

had their first offensive of went high and higher on the treeless Probably they had gone during

the year against carrion fell and finally vanished in the this severe weather to the sea to join
crowsin the Derwentwater area. This direction of Borrowdale. No doubt the swans. A few weeks ago I saw
time there was a notable difference. they would seek roosts in the National whoopers fly over the valley on their
The lake was frozen on that occasion Trust properties of Brandlehow or way to the coast. They remained until
to a depth of 14in; so the Guns who Manesty, but no Guns were waiting they could remain no longer, and I
went to the islands of St Herbert’s there for them. assume that their last days here must
and Rampsholme were able to walk have been spent near the river outlet.
to their stands. The weather was Idealroosting Ducks, snipe and woodcock have
calm with a clear sky, not the best Usually those wildfowlers on the fared badly. The chap who had been
conditions for defeating a wily enemy islands can guarantee to get ashot or doing ice patrol on Derwentwater
and, although the size of the bagis two at incoming cormorants; but the on behalf of the Council for several
unknown to me at the moment, I lake being a sheet ofice, they were weeks told me he had seen mallard
estimate that itis rather small. totally absent. They generally favour in Cockshot Wood, searching for

There were hundreds of carrions Rampsholme, because a fallen tree anything edible on the barer ground.

asusual, but they simply refused to
cooperate. And one factor was in
their favour. No stands were occupied o
in our main covert, owing to the
presence of herons at their nesting ”
sites. We did not wish to disturb them.
According to one wildfowler —
who placed himself to intercept the by & - T e T %
homing crows on the roadway at SRk e s R e F
e niesrth ol of Catballs which 1s T TR L e
probably 1001t above the lake — the '
black hordes took evasive action

almost immediately. After the first e & N OYER e
volleys from the islands they dodged - R iemtae
away, instead of attempting again and ' Tar g o= L W S e
again to reach their roosting quarters = - - WS

. as was their custom in former years. e LTyt e T e

°  Hesaw themsettle, one flock g co ke Sos i S g, S

> after another, on the fellside nearby, D Tl e

% croaking vociferously at a fully “The club had their first offensive of the year against carrion crows in the Derwentwater area”

“M
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Most of them flew off at his
approach, but odd ones had been
unable to fly. And he had picked up
a few dead. I have not found any
mallard casualties, but I have flushed
a considerable number from ditches
under trees, the only softish places
ina frozenlandscape.

Newborn lambs

Since the first attempts were made
about a decade ago toreduce those
lakeside crows the organisation

has shifted from the Ministry of
Agriculture to the wildfowlers. In
fact, the original attack was made

by ateam headed by a pests officer
following a complaint by a farmer,
who had apparently been pestered by
carrion among his lambing ewes and
newly born lambs.

Half-price cartridges were
available then, and there canbe no
doubt that this concession induced
Guns to turn up who would not
otherwise have done so. Even so,

“Lapwings hardly
have a chance to
rear a family”

flockmasters were conspicuous

by their absence. They ignored
requests to attend a shoot that was
designed to benefit them exclusively,
although game derived an indirect
advantage also.

When the cheap cartridges faded
away, many of the more tepid Guns
faded with them, untilonly the
genuine sportsmen were left. They
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were prepared to destroy crows gratis
because they were fond of shooting.

Then the wildfowling club was
formed and established in the district
a hard core of Guns who were willing
to organise everything themselves,
without worrying whether farmers
blessed their activities or not. And the
farmers have allowed them to carry
on. Two days ago I mentioned the
shoot to one who lives within sight of
the lake. He had no idea that anything
of the sort had taken place.

Although I have hinted that this
Saturday’s bag was probably rather

Vintage Times

small, our earnest crow shoots
produced three-figure bags several
times. Those were colossal offensives.
[ shot then either on St Herbert’s
Island or on our own shore and the
flocks of carrions had to be seen to

be believed. They tried to reach their
customary roosts among theisland
hardwoodsrepeatedly until it became
too dark to shoot. On our shore the
situation was similar. And the racket
of the birds was tremendous.

Intense
One island incident remains with me
vividly. Iwas with Dan Foster, the
area pests officer, behind a curtain
of evergreensthathad agapinit
big enough for shooting but not big
enough to allow the crows to see us
easily. Among the stones at the water
edge were several dead birds and the
sight of them roused the incomers
to a frenzy of excitement so intense
that they paid no attention to my
shooting. I fired barrel after barrel
while Dan blew his hardest on a metal
call to keep the excitement going.
I stopped only when I had shot off
every cartridge in my possession.
That was my hottest stand ever among
the corvids.

This illustrates one important
point, that carrion crows are less
frightened by the sound of >

i
N
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“Those wildfowlers on the islands can guarantee to get a shot or two at incoming cormorants”
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“When the half-price cartridges faded away, many of the more tepid Guns faded with them”

shooting than they are at the sight

of the shooter. So during those
offensives you must take cover. There
is a tendency among inexperienced
Guns to imagine that they may stand
with impunity at the fringe of a cover
as night begins to fall, so they may be
able to spot their targets in good time;
but they can be assured that they will

found sucked eggs of herons and
sparrowhawks, proof that even those
tough birds could not guard their
property from the artful dodgers.
They have a diabolical technique.
One or more carrion crow will fluster
a hen from her eggs or young, then
keep her occupied while another
sSwoops in for booty. Lapwings in the

were surreptitiously poisoned, often
with a preparation manufactured for
rats, which was deadly. In the remoter
past, strychnine was laid freely on
flesh, when that drug could be bought
easily. Nowadays, adverse legislation
hampers the keeper and helps the
carrion in its work of destruction.

Someone may suggest that cage
traps can still be set legally. That
Is quite true. But are they of much
value in this case? I have kept themin
action for weeks and weeks in severe
weather without catching a single
crow. Therefore I always feelrather
doubtful of enthusiastic claims that
boost their efficiency.

As things are, the shooting of
crows at their communal roosts
in mid-winter is a partial, though
important, solution of a difficult
problem. And every tlockmaster,
game preserver and ornithologist
ought to be thankful that there are

be seen first. And although they will open fields have hardly a chance men who are willing to
try tomake the best of abad job by torear a family and it may be T spend time and money
firing long shots, they will dono that corvine depredations SHOOTITNhEG TIMES on aminor sport which,
good whatever. are responsible for the virtual e incidentally, helps to
Anyone who hasseen the extinction of landrails. rid the countryside

astonishing number of carrion which
cancollect at a winter roostis aptto
wonder what the eftect on feathered
wildlife would be if those nuisances
could be wiped out drastically, for
they will pillage any nest. I have

“The shooting of crows at their
communal roosts is apartial,
though important, solution of
a difficult problem”

In the days of intensive game
preservation, thousands of
carrion crows were trapped
by keepers every spring.
Thousands more were shot at
their nests and a certain number
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ofa cunning pest.%

first publishedin the
5April 1963 issue of
Shooting Times.
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OLILEES; SHUTTERSTOCK

Venison

ry

ﬂ'( Game Cooke

Black beans have been a stable in Chinese cuisine for centuries and their
unique flavour perfectly complements the natural richness of venison

arinating venison in a blend
of soy sauce, ginger and
garlic, infuses the meat
with subtle yet distinctive
flavours. The addition of fermented black
beans lends a savoury depth to the dish,
complementing the natural richness of

the meat.

The use of black beans in Chinese
cooking goes back a long way. They were

Ingredients

A\ COOKING TIME: 20 MINUTES
i 2 X250G VENISON STEAKS
i 1 TBSP CORNFLOUR

@ 2 TBSP SESAMEOIL

& 1LARGEWHITEONION,
CUTINTO THINWEDGES

#& 1REDPEPPER,
DESEEDED AND
SLICED

@ 1GREEN
PEPPER,
DESEEDED AND
SLICED

i 2FAT GARLIC
CLOVES, CRUSHED

i 1 THUMB-SIZED PIECE

GINGER,PEELED &
GRATED

@ 1-2RED CHILLIES, FINELY
CHOPPED

i 5TBSPBLACKBEAN SAUCE
@ 1 TBSPRICE WINE VINEGAR
i 2 TSPSUGAR

i STICKYRICE, TOSERVE

#s CORIANDER LEAVES, TOSERVE
(OPTIONAL)

For more tasty game
recipe ideas from

the team at Eat Wild,
visit eatwild.co

found in a tomb that was sealed in about
165BC in south-central China, which makes
them the oldest known soy food worldwide.
The beans themselves look far from
appetising, being dull black and somewhat
soft and shrivelled. Never eaten alone, they

have a complicated flavour. It is possible

to make your own black bean sauce, but
various brands are readily available in
supermarkets. And it's worth it for this dish,
as the sauce adds a richness that works
well with the venison. %

“Black beans were found in a tomb that was
sealed in about 165BC in south-central China”

VENISON IN BLACK BEAN SAUCE

e

THE METHOD
Serves 4

Begin by removing the excess fat

from the steaks — this is usually
minimal with venison. Slice the steak
into lcm-thick strips. Toss these strips
with cornflour and a generous amount
of seasoning.

) Heattheoilin a large frying

&=/ pan or wok, turning the heat
to maximum. Add the steak strips,
moving them round in the pan for 3
mins until they are browned all over.
Use a slotted spoon to transfer the
evenly seared strips to a plate.

Now add the onions and peppers,
" letting them sizzle for 6 to 7 mins

Paired withblack bean sauceand |
otherrichflavours, venisonis¢
elevated to awhole new level

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE ¢ 73

until they begin to soften. Add the
garlic, ginger and chilli to the mix, and
cook for another minute to allow the
flavours to develop.

1 Stir in the seared venison, then
mix everything with the black
bean sauce, rice wine vinegar, sugar
and a splash of water if needed.
Make sureitis all well mixed before
removing the pan from the heat.

" Serve the stir-fryin deep bowls,

» accompanied by mounds of sticky
rice. Crown your creation with fresh
coriander and some more chillies, to
your personal taste.
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The experts

THE ULTIMATE SHOOTING QUIZTEAM
& BILL HARRIMAN

BASC's head of firearms and
global authority onguns

&> MAT MANNING

Airgunner andjournalist from
the West Country

&) DIGGORY HADOKE

Vintage gunexpert, firearms
dealer, authorandjournalist

&> BRUCEPOTTS

Shooting Timesrifle reviewer
andstalker

&> MIKE SWAN

Conservationexpertand head
of educationforthe GWCT

&> DAVID TOMLINSON

Highly regarded writer
and ornithologist

&) LIAMBELL

Shropshire gamekeeper, keen
wildfowler and amateur naturalist

&» GRAHAMDOWNING

Fallow deer heads with a
weight above 3.5kg tend to
score wellin medal tables

What is a good weight for
a fallow head in Britain?

&% STALKING

Shooting consultant and
sporting author

&> TONY BUCKWELL

Veterinary surgeonwitha
specialinterestin gundogs

&> TOMPAYNE

I lardered a fallow buck at the

beginning of January that was
particularly mature for our area.
By mid-February, the skull and
antlers weighed 3.9kg. Is this an
exceptional weight for a British

fallow head so is it worth me having

it scored?

Professional shootinginstructor
and avid pigeon shooter

&> ELLENASWIFT

Award-winning gundog trainer
and canine behaviour specialist

&> TIMMADDAMS

Former head chefatRiver
Cottage andrunsashootinDevon

&) SIMON WHITEHEAD

Author, professional ferreter
and rabbit controller

&% |AIN WATSON

A Your exampleis certainly at the
top end of the weight class for
awild head from the UK andis in the
range where you can comfortably
expectittobe in the medal category.

A quick check of the weight records
suggests that, depending on the quality
of the antlers, it should be in the upper
end of the medal tables.

Fallow heads with a weight above
3.5kg score well, in the same way roe
do when the head weighs more than
650g or red deer at 7kg.

Depending on their genetic
origins and environment, some
fallow deer can develop heads of
quite considerable size. In central
European countries, for instance, and
particularly in Hungary, heads with a

dry weight in excess of 5kg have been
recorded. IW

Tips on laying purse-nets

Keenstalkerand senior CIC
international trophyjudge

&% CHRISDALTON

Professional stalker andregular
nresenteron The Shooting Show

&> MARKRIPLEY

©» FERRETING

Q, I was ferreting some ditch
sides recently, but I had

trouble getting and keeping my

purse-nets upright against the

steep bank. How can I combat

Well-knownfox controllerand
long-range shooting expert

Contact the team

SARAH FARNSWORTH; CRAIG MCCANN; PAUL QUAGLIANA; GETTY IMAGES; ALAMY

Email: ollie.harvey@fieldsportspress.com

this, please?

A [ was always taught that the best
way to lay any purse-net is to

imagine how the rabbit will run or

walk outintoit.

Think about how your net will react
and how the drawcord will either ease
the pursing action or give the rabbit an
unexpected avenue of escape. Ensure
that the rabbit holes are free from
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debris. Not all nets will be laid in the
conventional way, so the scenario that
you have described will require some
thinking outside of the box. Take your
time, avoid getting complacent and try
not to miss any holes.

Ifthe holes are vertical in a steep
bank, you can stop the net from
falling down by simply pushing in
a small twig, or a golf tee, to hold it
upright without hampering its
pursing action.

Ifthe netis correct, as soon as the
rabbit hits it, the drawcord will pull
on the peg and draw shut. But, like
everything else, you will probably
need to practise, practise, practise to
getitright. SW



Expert tips and advice

& RIFLES

What is the difference between
minute of angle (MOA) and
milliradian (Mil) in relationship
to scope adjustment?

A The old “one click equals a4in
movementat100 yards” is so

imprinted in my mind thatit’s hard
to grasp another system.

Basically, these are angular units
of measurement that refer to changing
angles or degrees of adjustment, asina
compass. One minute of angle (or MOA)

Angles and adjustments

is actually 1/60th of 1 degree. In linear
terms, this means 1 MOA equates to 1in
at100 yards. The true value isreally
1.047in at 100 yards, but therealityis
we all use aninch. It’s easier. So, at 200
yards, it would be 2in, at 300 yards it is
3in and so on for each click of the scope.

A milliradian (or Mil) is defined
asone-thousandth of aradian. In linear
terms, 1 Milis 3.6in at 100 yards (though
the true value is 3.438in). So, if your
scope has'4 MOA adjustments, it
means a 0.251n movement of the
reticule at 100 yards, or 1/10th Mil
moves it 0.36in. BP

& GUNDOG TRAINING

My springer won’t jump

Q I have an 18-month-old English
springer spaniel that has a
massive aversion to jumping into
my truck. I actually have to carry
him to the back and put him in. As
soon as he knows that we are going
in the truck, he cowers. I am pretty
sure his behaviour isn’t related to
pain because he will happily jump
in the front if I leave the door open.
I normally don’t mind lifting him,
but in awful weather he is filthy.
I didn’t ask him to jump into the
truck until he was well over 12
months old and, to my knowledge,
he has never had an accident
happen when he has jumped.
How can I fix this problem?

A Despite assuming there is nothing

physically wrong with your dog,
it’s worth having him checked by a vet.
This will rule out any physicalissues
that could be causing him pain.

Normally in trucks, the front footwell
is significantly lower than the back and
so it might be that it doesn’t hurt him
to jump in the front.

The second isto rule out travel
sickness. This is more common than
you might think and medication can
help to alleviate symptoms. Again, this
is something to discuss with your vet.

If none of these problems apply, you
can begin training. Use a bale of straw
or astep and teach himto jump on
and off. Walk with him so you step up
and down, encouraging him to follow
using the lead. Move the step closer and
closer to the back of the truck.

Once he is happily stepping up with
you, encourage him to follow you into
the back of the truck. Once in, sit with
him. When he has settled, allow him
to calmly follow you out.

Repeat this daily and start to offer
him amealin the truck. When heis

confidently jumping up, remove the
step and encourage himto
jump inunaided. ES
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Seasonal
changes

&> FERRETING

Q I have enjoyed my first season
keeping ferrets, but have not
been told about their seasons. What
should I look out for?

A The physical signs of a ferretin
season are obvious, but only if you
know what you are looking for. The hob
isusually first. His testicles will drop
and there will be an increase in his
odour. His attitude will alter in sync
with these physical changes. The jill’s
vulva will swell. Ferrets stay in season
until mated, injected or they naturally
come out of season around September.

The ferret’s breeding season is
governed by the hours of daylight
over the hours of darkness, known as
photoperiodism. Both sexes will exhibit
different characteristics due to their
hormonal balance. The first mating
isusually in March or April and the
pregnancy will last 42to 44 days.

The act of a jill mating stops the build-
up of oestrogen. Itis this act and not the
birth of the litter that removes the ferret
from her season. If you do not want
a litter, you can remove the jill from
her season by using a vasectomised
hob ferret (hoblet). If a hoblet is not
available, ajill jab is available from
the vet that will have the same effect.
Neutering of any animal is a guaranteed
way of preventing any unwanted litters,
fights between inmates and reducing
the odour of the summertime hob.

Neutered hobs can be kept with
each other and with jills for the full year
without the usual play fighting.

The use of a vasectomised hobis
becominga popular way of removing
the jill from her season. After a simple
operation and a quarantine time of
around six weeks, the hoblet can
remove a lot of jills from their seasons.
This is more cost-effective than using
thejilljab from the vets. SW

The physical signs of aferretinseasonare
clear when handlers knowwhat to lookfor

s
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Where are
the mink?

& PESTCONTROL

We used to catch 15 to 20

mink a year, but now we
catch one or two a year at most.
Why do you think this is? There
is still plenty for them to eat, and
nothing appears to have changed
with their habitat.

A Exactly the same thing has
happened here. Ten to 15 years
ago, we wereregularly catching
upwards of adozen mink, which has
now dropped oft to virtually zero.
Little has changed in the way of food
supply or bankside vegetation.

My own unproven and
unscientific theory is that it is
directly linked to anincreasein
the otter population. As otters
have become more common, mink
numbers have declined.

Whether otters kill American
mink or simply scare the hell out of
them and make them move on and
disrupt breeding patterns, I am not
sure, but they are more than capable
and are documented as frequently
killing European mink on the
Continent. It will be interesting to
see where populations of both are
inanother 10 years from now. LB

The number of American mink seeninthe UK
may be affected by arising otter population

Subscribe loday

benefits

Enjoy great
subscriber

&% STALKING

Q Is it possible to tell the age of a
muntjac buck from its antlers?

A Estimating the age of a muntjac

buck from its antler growth is
complicated by the fact that muntjac
breed all year round.

Bucks start to develop their pedicles
at about five months and grow their
antlers four or five months after that.
Subsequently, they will synchronise
the date at which their first antlers are
cast to the following May or June, the
period at which most bucks shed their
antlers. Thus, a buck born in late spring

-
- -

How to age muntjac buck

willgrow his first antlers towards the
end of the following winter and keep
them right through to midsummer the
following year, whereas one borninthe
winter may shed his first antlers at the
age of only 14 months.

The first antlers have no coronets,
while the second antlers have coronets
but no clearly defined brow points.

A better way to age a buck you have
shot is by removing and boiling out
his tusks. Those of a young buck have
wide, open roots, the walls of which are
thin and brittle. From the age of three
years, the root progressively closes
and after five years, there will be only
a pinprick left. GD

.

Determining the age of a shot muntjac buck from antler growthis tricky and abetter method s to
remove and boil out the tusks, because theroots gradually close over the course of about five years
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Expert tips and advice

ACTross

1 These Hungarianshave goneto
the dogs! (7)

7 Lingerbehindtofollow animal
tracks (5)

8 Thedog supplier mixesred

beer (/)

9 Ararevariety of gunsight? (4)
10 Netherlanders are up front about
treedisease (5,3)

12 Ashootingrangethathasgot
us covered (6)

13 Ragmenarecurious aboutthe
pointer (6)

16 Verdantfoliage onthe outskirts
of greatscenery (8)

18 Ablast of the horn produces an
owlishcry (4)

20 Thepairofgunswerein
harmony (/)

21 See3down

22 Anillustration of getting the pick
of the pegs (/)

Crossword / Compiled by Eric Linden /1660
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Kindly supplied by
1 H1C \|JH| llll g \L CESSOTT 1 5 [,ltil.

Down

2 Incurthewrathof thenationin
Kerry Blueterrier country (7)
3&21across Theteamhave access
toatypeoftrap (4-5)

4 \entilateafirearmforthe pest
controller (6)
50neisinthelabyrinthforacrop (5)
6 Atypeofreticlethatwon'tleave
usinthedark (11)

7 Informally setsfire to night-vision
equipment(7/)

8 Stalked quarry are sounding
dogged! (7,4)

11 Outcry erupting around top-notch
rural parts(7/)

14 Abirdwithahormone
disorder? (/)

15 Paint found onthecartridge
component? (6)

17 Not occupiedwith being out

of ammunition (5)

19 To cook hares onthestreet,
weturnaround (4)

Please email the solution with the
crossword numberinthesubjectline
and giving your name, address and
mystery word answer to:
ollie.harvey@fieldsportspress.com
All prizes will be despatchedas soon
as possible.

How to enter: \dentify thewordinthe shaded squares andyou could
win an eight-round Dark Havana leather bullet pouchworth £95

Rules:Entries mustbereceived by 17 April 2024 and correctanswers
willbeaddedto our monthly prize draw. Allusual conditions apply. April's

winner willappearinthe 1May issue.
+, ‘Greenwoodpeckers are

» l' .
\‘ - knowntodrum butitis

’ . - more common in parts of
o ' central Europethanthe UK

* PRIZE WORD: RAVENS

Drumming woodpeckers

&% BIRDLIFE

Drummingis a territorial display
performed by almost all the true
woodpeckers, of which there are more
than 250 species around the world.

Each species has its own unique
drum, varyingin duration and
length. The biggest of the European
woodpeckers, the black, hasa drum
that sounds like bursts of machine-gun
fire and is heard at a considerable range.

Apparently, green woodpeckers
are not nearly as noisy, with a drum
rollof about 12tapsinasecond and
a half, which isrepeated four to eight
times a minute. It’s asound I would
be fascinated to hear. DT

Q Do green woodpeckers
ever drum?

A The answer is yes, butrarely.

[ encounter green woodpeckers
frequently, seeing or hearing birds
on a daily basis, butI have never heard
one drumming, or even suspected one
of doing so.

My research suggests that certain
populations are more likely to drum
than others. It seems that drumming
iIs more frequentin parts of central
Europe thanitis here.

Solution 1658 /27 March 2024
Across: 6. Intercepting 8.Scarves 9.Stoat 10. Eggs 11. T-shirt 14. Towers
16. Jill 19. Covey 20.Nettles 21.Seenretrieve

Down: 1. Linseed 2. Straight 3. Grove 4. Welshspringer 5. Filter 7.Gnat

12. Trialler 13.Flushes 15.0pener 17.Bogs 18. Storm

O CATCH
ARFISH
Czech Weapon

A mobile hacklecanadd lifeinto
afly, making it more attractiveto
thefish, andthe tungstenbead
helps get the fly downto feeding
fish quickly.
TheCzechWeaponisaflythat

works well during the early season
fortrout, fis

nedeitheronitsownor

asadropperfly. The copperbead
with subtlerib canfoolthe most
pressuredoffish. The shape can
imitate severalnymphsandisa
generic caddis
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FULLY LOADED SMALLER WITH STORAGE

DISCOVERY SPORT UNIVERSAL MODERN LINFOLD MODELS, EASY STORAGE AND QUALITY THERMO INSULATED DOG UNIVERSAL OR CUSTOM MODELS FOR
MODELS FROM STOCK TRANSPORT MODELS TRAILERS FROM STOCK ALL ESTATES.

CUSTOM DOG TRANSIT BOXES & GUN STORAGE COMBOS TO SUIT YOU

ESTATE CARS | ALL 4X4 VEHICLES | DOG TRAILERS | PICK UP’S & VANS

WWW.LINTRAN.CO.UK

INFO@LINTRAN.CO.UK | 01673 885959
LINTRAN, BRENTWOOD HOUSE, LINCOLN ROAD, FALDINGWORTH, MARKET RASEN, LINCS LN8 3SF
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TIMES SHOWH FOR LONDOH

eggsand peoples’qwing_se,eds". The Celts___ '

- The Pink Moon-gets its.name from the ~.-had names such as Budding Moon; New
wildflowers. tha_tbloom_m__ early spring. - Shoots Moon; Seed Moon and Growing
Common names in Europe also referto = -Moon, while the Ang|o- Saxons called j
spring with grass sprouting, birds laying _the Egg I\/Ioon ‘

THOUGHTS FROM THE FIELD

Sharing a lifetime of experience in the countryside

| read in Shooting Times that some of the sea coast, where such a boat was not
the German sailors in the late battle of safe in any jump of the water.

the Falkland [slands were attacked by The gannet s, of course, small In
albatrosses and killed. An albatross is a comparison with an albatross, but the beak
more powerful bird than an eagle, or even a of the gannet is a formidable weapon and
vulture, and | can well believe the tales you | was glad enough to get this creature over
hear of danger from them. | shot a gannet the side when it offered me battle. | made
once, breaking its wing, and after some stems for my pipes out of the bones of its
trouble, got the bird on board the boat | was ~ wings. It looks as if even the animal world
sculling in. This was an old-time Thames s also fighting the German tyrants.

boat, and the place was a mile or more off First published 1915

EDITOR’S PICKS: TOP-END BINOS

Zeiss Victory RF Swarovski EL Leica Noctivid
10x42 10x42 10x42
RRP£3,150 RRP£3,210 RRP£2,420
Zeiss.co.uk swarovskioptik.com leica-camera.com

THE

£89,259

WEEK IN NUMBERS

The Wild Trout Trust SpringAuction
closed on 24 March after raising
almost £90,000. Among the 383

lots was a day’s rough shooting with
Gethin Jones (Fowler’'s Jottings).

A to
wWith

al of £89,259 was announced

a few lots still to be sold. The

funds will go towards conserving wild
brown trout and their habitats.

An 84-year-old is celebrating
25 years of bird counting in the
Cotswolds and has recorded 92

different species in that time.

Arth

ur Ball started counting on a

nine-mile circuit around Cleeve
Common in 1999 and has walked

almost 3,000 miles around the

conservation area. Mr Ball's records
include yellowhammers, linnets
and stonechats. Sadly, his counts
suggest small birds are in decline.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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the

survey has found that dog
attacks on livestock are the

most frequently occurring rural

crime. The survey, conducted by

National Sheep Association,

revealed that /8% of police

forces have reported arise

in attacks on sheep; 76% of
respondents deal with at least

monthly attacks, while 33%

reported weekly attacks. Not one

reported they had never had a

report of livestock worrying.
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Advertisement feature

Gunshop guide

A pick of some of the best brick-and-mortar
retailers for fieldsports

Sy Find oul more
aboul these EZg: v
retailers vatre 8

WEST YORKSHIRE
O Kirklees Guns

West Yorkshire based
Kirklees Guns has been
established over 70 years.

We learn more about
the business.

Tell us a bit about the
history of your business ?
Kirklees Guns initially opened
as Shooters Supplies in

the mid 50’s. The shop

has supplied firearms,
ammunition, airguns &
accessories ever since. We
carry large quantities of stock
in our cavernous below shop
storage area. If we don’t have
what our customer needs in
stock we will try our best to
source the product.

Who are the key people in
the business?

The shop has Mark the
proprietor at the helm &
another three members of
staff, we work well as a team
& all bring different skills &
personalities to the table.

Tell us about the company
ethos

As a company we try hard to
provide an efficient service at
a fair price. One of the things
that we do believe inis to
make sure all enquiries are
dealt with. Kirklees Guns has
a diverse & loyal customer
base & we are grateful to

all our customers. Looking
towards the future....Expect
more of the same.

Tell us about some of the
changes you've noticed
since the business started?
The firearms industry has
seen many changes in
this period...changes in
licences, legislation,
introduction of
computerised records

& products themselves
to name but a few.

The products sold by
ourselves have also
changed over time

with the introduction

of CO2 pistols, PCP

air rifles & nightvision.
Each of these being a
game changer to the

industry.

Tel: 01484 544600 « Web: kirklees-guns.co.uk

POWYS
e Wye Valley Guns

Wye Valley Guns is a family affair run by
Team Wales & Team GB Shooter Annalise
Evans and her Father Dorian (also a Team
Wales Shooter). Situated just off the
A470 between Brecon and Buith Wells,
We offer a bespoke and personal service by combining our wealth

of experience within the sport. Our shop is your one stop shop for
shooting supplies, providing guns, ammunition, shooting accessories
for Game & Clay Pigeon Shooting and also, just as importantly, a
welcoming environment for everyone visiting our shop.

Tel: 01874 455470 « Web: wyevalleyguns.co.uk
Email: info@wyevalleyguns.co.uk

COUNTY LONDONDERRY
® Qutdoor & Country Sports

Outdanr &

Established for over 10 years,
Outdoor and Country Sports is one
of the leading firearms dealers in the
North Coast of Northern Ireland. We
stock a huge range of ammunition, cx 8
clay targets and everything you need to keep your firearms in perfect
order. Game, clay and rifle enthusiasts will all find a huge range of
firearms and accessories along with an array of clothing for every
season. Our staff are happy to help, whether you would like to start
shooting or want to source your dream firearm.

Tel: 028 70320701 « Web: outdoorandcountrysports.co.uk
Email: keith@outdoorandcountrysports.co.uk

NORTH YORKSHIRE
Coniston Shooting Ground

©

Coniston Shooting
Ground

Situated on the superb 1400 acre
Coniston Estate near Skipton inthe heart . S
of the stunning North Yorkshire Dales.
Coniston Shooting Ground is run by
James Ardron and a close knit team of
experienced staff and highly qualified instructors.

The outstanding log cabin clubhouse has a stunning log fire,

deep sofas and large dining area offering visitors somewhere
comfortable to eat, drink and relax. With a superb café offering
home cooked food and a shop dedicated to guns and accessories,
what more could you want.

Tel: 01756 748 586 « Web: conistonshootingground.co.uk
Email: info@conistonshootingground.co.uk

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
e Glenluce Gunroom

GLENLUCE

Lying just off the main A/5 Carlise to
Stranraer road, Glenluce Gunroom is a real
treasure trove of a gunshop. Formed by
Stewart Stirling around 25 years ago, the z
shop is situated at Barlockhart Works in Dumfries and Galloway.
30asting two floors, extending to around 3,000sq ft. The top floor,
orimarily allocated to shooting clothes, sits above a ground floor home
to guns, rifles and accessories. Besides housing a fantastic variety of
stock, as well as their own full time gunsmith, Glenluce Gunroom is
also a great place to get sound advice from like-minded folk.

Tel: 01581 300308 « Web: glenlucegunroom.co.uk

Email: info@Kkirklees-guns.co.uk
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Quality Pheasant
Poults

August deliveries available

at reduced prices
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Heart of England Farms Ltd
Warwickshire 01926 843460
www.heartofenglandfarms.com

MELBOURNE
GUN LTD

STOCKISTS OF

BARBOUR - AIGLE - HARKILA
- HAWKE - MEINDL

i
i

Waterproof clothing EXTENSIVE RANGE OF:
and footwear for Air Rifles - Shotguns - Sporting Rifles
ladies and gentlemen Ammunition and Accessories

g /1 64 CHURCH STREET, MELBOURNE, DERBY Tel: 01332 862091
‘< For our full range visit us at: WWW.ITIEIDOUI"I‘IEQ un.com

PARTRIDGE KEEPER

- MARRAKECH, MOROCCO -

Possibly the most exciting keepering job that has
come on to the market for a very long time!

We have been asked to find a new Keeper for an outstanding High Bird
Partridge Shoot in Morocco, approximately 15 miles outside of Marrakech.

You will be expected to live and work out there between the months of
September and February each season, but for the rest of the time will be able
to return to England or elsewhere.

Your range of duties will be very similar to what is required on a UK Partridge
Shoot, supported by local labour. Morocco is a very nice country to live and
work in with an excellent climate, very friendly people who are pro shooting.
El Koudia is an amazing shoot with masses of as yet untapped potential, and
we are looking for an exceptional keeper wanting to realise this.

You will be extremely well remunerated.

JM Osborne

Rural - Professional - Sporting

Apply with detailed CV to:

JM Osborne Rural & Sporting

Unit 11 & 12, Vantage Business Park,
Bloxham Road, Banbury, OX16 SUX
t: 01295 277197

e: jobs@jmosborne.co.uk

jmosborne.co.uk

SHOOTERS’ LATEST SHOOTERS RIGHTS
_JOURNAL A5 MAGAZINE HAS GONE

FEBRUARY 2024

OUT TO MEMBERS

NO AGE LIME
VCR ACT 20

MORE ON MACHETES
JFK murder: 60 years on

COURT DELAYS
What's In @ phrase?

Shooters’ Rights Association members do just about everything legal:
shooting, from air soft fo cannons, re-enacting & living history from
cavemenhn to Ukraine so whatever you do: Shoofing, Collecting, battle

re-endctment, Living History, air soft, Archery, Hand thrown, Gun Trade,
anfiques, and whatever you do it with FAC firearms, shofguns, antiques,
RFD, blank firers, de-ac, replica, airsoft, Bows, axes, spinning wheels efc
SRA membership is for you. Periodic journals, £10 million PLI, legal
helpline. £39.50 individual membership, Groups of three+ £25 each.
Discounts for larger groups

SHOOTERS’ RIGHTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 3 CARDIGAN SA43 1BN
01239 698607
enquiries@shootersrightsassociation.co.uk

GMO08.23/34

@ P rayra| VISA

Tel: 01564 640 345

Fourteenacre
Traps, Plans, Parts & Tools

BodyGrip & Procull Traps
and Accessories
BMI BodyGrip Traps

Procull Squirrel Traps
Fineren Boxes

BodyGrip Safety Clips

BodyGrip Safety Tongs

HARRIS DRYBOOT

1953 - 2023

* WASHABLE 8: QUICK DRYING

* PADDED COTTON LINING FOR COOL ALL-DAY COMFORT

* REINFORCED UNDERARCH SHANK FOR HEAVY DIGGING
OR ROUGH TERRAIN WALKING

* DEEP WATERPROOF GUSSET FOR EASY ACCESS
AND REMOVAL

* MADE IN MALAYSIA FROM HIGH QUALITY NATURAL
RUEBBER.

AN IDEAL ALTERNATIVE TO A CUMBERSOME
KNEE LENGTH WELLINGTON BOOT

only £81.90 +pap
<) borclaycord
v e e o | P

PayPal

www.thedrybootcompany.com

07974977112

Now available: insoles, conditioning sprays, boot socks, hydrophobic brown laces and boot remowvers

FERT & & P @FC=0F PO LA RETAR DR

WINNERS OF THE

L UK | SOUTHERN

M ENTERPRISE i ENTERPRISE
n ¢ w = AWARD n ¢ w s AWARDS

FORALLADVERTISING ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT
alex.armstrong@fieldsportspress.com or call 0131 573 0353



Alasdair Mitchell

Sharpshooter
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Trying to obtain a fair hearing when you are up against the state is an
uphill struggle and if you can’t afford a good lawyer, you are stuffed

ew Shooting Times readers will
be eligible for legal aid, even
though it is funded by ordinary
taxpayers like us. And if you run

up against the firearms licensing system,
it wouldn't be applicable a

Recently, BASC's Fighti
a certificate holder recover
t had wrongly revoked

a police force tha

yway.
ng Fund helped
his costs from

his certificate then failed to put matters
right in a timely manner (News, 20 March).

This was newswo

'thy precisely because

itis sorare to be awarded costs against
the police in such cases. Many believe that
the horrendous delays in certificate grants

a captive custom

testing, probate

ither way, the resu
Various officials

and renewals are designed to reduce legal
oun ownership. | think it is part of a wider
problem in dealing with state officialdom.
B tis much the same.
nave been handed

er base, whether it be
firearms licensing, tax processing, driver

registration, or whatever.
Many are providing a dismal level of service.

Despite record numbers of staff, public

sector productiv

ity is down /7.5% since

2019. Yet taxes are about the highest in
proportion to our income for 70 years.

DOG BY KEITH REYNOLDS

It's not ultimately the individual
firearms licensing teams that are to blame,
so much as the highly remunerated chief
constables who allocate resources and
decide priorities. There is no real way
we, the customers, can take those chief

constables to task. They are operating
a taxpayer-funded monopoly without

true accountability.

Obstreperous

We are all su
rights. The E
Rights was d

intended to impart some of the
we had enjoyed since

nposed to have ind
Uropean Conventio

ividual

N on Human

rafted with major input from
British lawyers after World War

. It was

rights that

the Magna Carta

to less fortunate European states. It was
codified in British [aw in the Human Rights
Act 1998, under the same prime minister

who took away our

right to go foxhunting.

That just shows you how the human rights

blob regards obstreperous rura
Over the years, the impleme

folk.

ntation

of the convention has been twisted by
well-paid, left-wing lawyers for their own

commercial and ideological purposes. In the

stampede for public loot, some ordinary,
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decent citizens get trampled underfoot.

to firearms procedures.

Look at the
in England anc

oroups can get

a public path t

public rig
Wales. M
public fu

nrough so

lita
Ndin

Nt

ne

In firearms licensing cases, if you cannot

afford to pay the fees of a good lawyer, you
are stuffed. All those fancy
safeguards simply don't ap
of us. And this selectivity is

numan rights
nly to the likes
n't restricted

nts of way industry

dCCEeSS

o to register
noor sod's

garden, based on arcane documents which

nobody has seen for years. T
authority that originally cha
fees to the homebuyer's soli
not have kept proper records.

Yet far from paying com
it will support the activists and
the path if it judges th
merely “reasonably a
ay then appeal.
ne up against the fina
nody — and they won't get thei
even if they win. Sound familia

lt's not only gun owners —it's any

nomeowner m

ncial m

he same local
roed search

citor turns out

at public
leged”. The afflicted

nensation,

register
rights are

But they will

ight of a public

r costs back
?

ordinary citizen who has the temerity to
expect fair dealing from the self-serving
organs of the state. &
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www.shootinguk.co.uk
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® News
e Advice
e Guns

e Jobs
® Reviews

e Stalking
¢ Marketplace
¢ Gundogs e How-to videos

Get expert advice, join a thriving community, search premium gear, and explore shooting jobs
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