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Driven partridge on
a Yorkshire farm

Pheasant shooting
at RAF Cottesmore '
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WILDFOWLING GUN TEST

A GOOSE CHASE | WHAT MAKES A
ON ORKNEY GREAT SPORTER?




STRATA

From £825
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Calibres available This version of Franchi’s popular Horizon, bolt action rifle is finished with a
223..243. .270, .308 True Timber camouflage. The modern and distinctive, micro desigh camo
& 65 Creedmoor blends into any terrain ensuring you are not seen. The barrel and action of
the Elite Strata are Cerakote coated in Midnight Bronze tone, increasing the
7 YEAR durability and corrosion resistance of all these metal parts. Other features
'\’ | WARRANTY include the Relia adjustable trigger, fluted bolt and TSA recoil pad. As you
would expect the rifle is tested to ensure 1 M.O.A. of accuracy.

Strata

Black Synthetic

e =

This fantastic, value for money rifle is designed for shooters who demand
quality and accuracy. The smooth 3 locking lug bolt delivers faultless feeding

time and again. And with the same ergonomics the synthetic stock version
with its blued barrel, is a tough yet attractive rifle.

For further product information and details of your local stockist please call GMK on 01489 587500

E: sales@gmk.co.uk www.gmk.co.uk

Fran 0123 Strata
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SKINNER'S

BORN TO BE OUTDOORS

DOG OF THE WEEK

Ken

Two-year-old Ken performed fantastically during his first season and is already showing great
promise as the new season starts - hopefully there will be many more to come.

Owned by Millie Ramskill + Photographed by Natasha Hill Photography
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On the fence

3§ Asaskein of pinkfeet t
- flew overhead last b e n e flt S
week, afriend asked me
if | had ever shot a bird - -
wz_ls'really asking wasifThad ever get every issue delivered
misidentified a bird and sent it 5
tumbling. Itold him thatThadn’tand dIFECt to your dOOI‘.

added the caveat that, evenif1did
misidentify a bird, the safest place for
it to be was at the end of my barrels.

I explained that most shoots

See page 44 for subscription offer

implement fines and most Guns
- certainly the ones I know - don’t
even salute unless they are positive of

the species. My friend, a keen €d tu r ed
twitcher, was intrigue,d how Guns STO RY

canidentifyabird at asecond’s
notice; it stands as testament to their
knowledge and expertise.

He then added that, several years
ago, he hadtoreporta gamekeeper
for suspected raptor persecution.
Sadly, but understandably, this
impacted the way in which he views
fieldsports. It’s almost clichéd at this
point but the actions of the minority
do impact the majority. Our chat was
only brief, butIthink it went some
way to repairing his faith in
fieldsports. We must try to lay the
facts bare when we can; the folks on y
the fence are not always against us. N

\.

Ollie Harvey, Managing Editor

@ Contact Ollie atollie.harvey@
fieldsportspress.com
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ASULID

BREAK THRUUGH IN
PERFOUORMANCE

The new CX" (Copper alloy eXpanding) is the most
advanced monolithic hunting bullet on the market.

MONOLITHIC COPPER ALLOY BULLET

Highly accurate bullet retains 95% or more
of its original weight for deep penetration.

ADVANCED HEAT SHIELD® TIP

Resists aerodynamic heating enabling consistently
high ballistic coefficients for enhanced

extended range terminal performance.

OPTIMUM GROOVE GEOMETRY
Maximizes aerodynamic performance while
effectively reducing bearing surface and fouling.

LEAD FREE OPTION FOR LARGE GAME

Compatible in areas that require lead free bullets.

AVAILABLE AS COMPONENT BULLETS
OR FACTORY-LOADED AMMUNITION:

OUTFITTER  CUSTOM’ :
SUPERFORMANCE. Accurate. Deadly. Dependable.

EDGARBROTHERS.COM I EDGAR

_» BROTHERS




NEWS

Rural Reaction was launched on1October
this year and hopes to highlightissues that
are important to rural communities
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New political party launched
ahead of general election

Rural Reaction aims to take on the Conservative Party in their rural
heartlands, focusing on those who live and work in the countryside

new political party, naven'tlooked at the science. Urban animalrights activists. he explained. “Asin previous

Rural Reaction, Healsosaysheislooking ata Rural Reaction canshiftwhohas general electioncampaigns we

was launched on 1 broader overall picture than keyjobs[inGovernment]andcan  willbeseeking the views of all

October 2023 by justtheupcoming general even shift Governmentinavery candidates, including those from
PR and political lobbying veteran  election, stating: “The key tightelection.” Rural Reaction, onshooting and
lan Gregory. The party aims thing hereisnotaboutwinning Christopher Graffius, conservation,and communicating
to take on the Tories in their seats, it'sabout shifting the executive director of themtoourmembersandthe
rural heartlands and highlights . e widercommunity sothatthey can
recent lobbying successes on “It’S abOUt Shlftlng the dEbate castinformedvotes.”

foxhunting, dog e-collars and STcontributor Graham

overseas trophy hunting as to ConSlder rural VOterS,, Downing added: “Inmy
_ examples of where politicians experience, protestparties have
= have changed their minds away debatesothatthe bigpartiesnow  communicationsand public rarely achieved whatthey set
= from dogma delivered by the have toconsiderruralvoters. To affairs at BASC,spoketo STabout  outto. Myadvice tothose witt
E; conservation industry. force the Conservative Partyand Rural Reaction. “We work with ruralissuesinneedofpolitica
g MrGregory suggeststhatalot  thelabourParty tothink about all political partiestosupport attentionwould betomakear
= ofsoftopinioncomingfromurban  whattheviewsofthecountryside  shooting, conservationand the extraefforttoengage with MPs
2 areasdoes sobecause people are, instead of just playing for welfare of the countryside,” fromone of the majorparties.” FP
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Email your stories / shootingtimes@fieldsportspress.com

Optimism for the new season X Weekend X poll

Shooting contributes £2bn
tothe UKeconomy and
supports 74,000 full-time
jobs. Afterafewtoughyears
for the shooting community
following Covid and the
vird flupandemic, thereis
optimismthat 2023 willmark
a returnto form forgame
shootsacrossthe country.
Areturnto moreseasonal
conditionsinOctober
nasmeantearly-season

nheasantshoots are showing TO do this Week

If you could only have one breed of dog,
what would it be?

48% | abrador

~25% Springer

27% Cocker

follow us @shootingtimes

encouraging signsanddays potential for bird flu torearits "We needtolower the
areselling well. head again” stocking rate of pheasants,
_iam Bell, headkeeper Sir Johnny Scott, be more conscious of their
atMillichope Estateand ST author and president ofthe welfare andincrease the
contributor, said: “Build-up Gamekeepers Welfare Trust, quality of the product that
tothe seasonhasgone well added: "Fromanindustry makesitswaytoour tables.
forthe mostpart. Theterrible  pointofview, despitethe Many agents are advertising
weatherinJune and July has muddled bureaucracy, the ‘minidays’, whichistheright
meantthatthe poults have oreparationhasn’t beentoo thing to be doing. Paying to
stayedtighttothewoodsand  bad.More broadly, shooting killa certain numberof birds
thegamecrops.Daysare really hastopullitself isincreasingly unpalatable; E TheWorld
selling well: people are just togetherandfocusonquality ~ weshould be paying forthe Gunmakers’
keeping aweathereye on the ratherthan quantity. pleasure ofthe day.” -vening returns on Wednesday, 8

November at the Armoury House in the
neartofthe City of London. Exhibitors
W s h' include English heavyweights William
arnlngs Over greenwas lng ~vans, Purdey and Holland & Holland,
| talian gunmaker Zoli, Spanish
F ogunmaker Kemen, Germanbehemoth
‘ Blaserand Austrian gunmaker Karl
Hauptmann. Plus, new for this yearis
Gunwerks and Christensen Arms, two
American brands thatspecialisein
long-range hunting rifles. Tickets cost

x125and canbe purchased from
worldgunmakers.corr
Withthe

‘half ducks’

S T RN L SR afew changes to how youfeed your
flightponds and splashes could see

R A et = oot AN RS SRR E A e, X morevariety inyour bag. Barley will pull
There are concerns that much of the UK’s land could be bought up by companies for tree planting inthe mallard but castingabit of rape
and milletinthe marginswill attract their

Agriculturallandinthe UK s corporate “greenwashing”. greenwashingisrife.[t'sall speedy and delicious cousins.
atriskof being forested over He explained: “Weneedtobe  aboutnumbersforthem.
hy conglomeratesunder the wary ofwhatwe'reusingland  Thetreesandseedsare
oretextof combatingclimate  forand wecan'tallowthat unsustainably sourced, the
change, the UK'sfarming sortofgreenwashing. [fwe're  wrongtreesareplantedinthe
ministerhaswarned. not careful, Shelland British wrong placesandtheyare not

Farming minister Mark Airwayswillbuy allthelandin ~ managedinaway that will see
Spencer said that the UK England andjustplanttrees the forestslast.
hastotake carenottolettoo onittooffsettheircarbon.” “Scientistsand
much farmland be turned Richard Negus, a companies needtoremove
over totree planting and professionalhedge-layer, their carbon blinkersand
other carbon-offsetting conservationistand ST engage forestpractitioners at
schemes for the sake of contributor, said: “Corporate ~  anearlier stagein planning.”

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE » 7



i
" There are concerns over the welfare

iImplications of the new legislation
on Scotland’s deer population

Scotland abolishes close
season for male deer

From 21 October, there will be no close season for male deer of any
species In Scotland, despite concerns from the British Deer Society

Last week, the Scottish parliament voted on of the female deer populationis the only thing GreenParty that seems hell-bent onrushing
government proposals to abolish the close that will produce meaningful population througharaftofill-thought-outlegislation.
seasonformaledeerinScotland. Despite reduction,” hesaid. “Thedecisionto declare an open season
having beenrejected by the Rural Affairs Inmuch of Scotland, thischangeis onmaledeer, particularly on the openhill,
andIslands Committee, parliamentvoted to effectively unnecessary asthose needing has serious welfareimplications — notonly
acceptthegovernmentproposal. Thismeans tocontrolmale deer out of season have for the stags butalsofor the breeding hinds,
thatfrom 21 October 2023, therewillbeno already been able todosounderageneral which have difficulties enough on openranges
close season for male deerofanyspecies . . .
inScotland. “We are increasingly treating our deer

The British Deer Society (BDS) did not - . , < -
supportthe abolition of male deer close SPECICS aS VErIilil, which is abhorrent
seasonsascommunicatedinitsgovernment
consultation, yetthe Scottish government authorisation. Imageintensifying andthermal  inwintersimply trying to survive the often
decided topressaheadregardless. The BDS sights have alsonow beenlegalised for extreme conditions.
expresseditsfearatthe possibility of “our controlling deernumbersatnight. “"Allowing thermal sightstobeused for
mostenigmatic mega-fauna being treated UK professional stalker of the year and stalking during daylighthours wasinevitable
aspests’. STcontributor Chris Daltonsaid: “Yetagain and brings Scotland inline with the rest of the

Thismeasure isalsonotaneffective one the voice of reason, backed up by well- UK, buttheuse of suchscopesindarkness
fordeer population control, argued James documented scientific factand input from isalready abused —we are regrettably
Scott, head of policy and external affairsin experienced deermanagers, hasbeenignored  increasingly treating our deer speciesas
Scotland forthe BDS. "Effective management by aScottishgovernment proppedup by a vermin, which [find abhorrent.” FP

“It should be more about shooting a ... surplus of wild birds rather than captive rearing,
letting out a load of not-very-wild birds and then shooting them a few weeks later”

Who saidit: Why: Wild Justice’sMark Avery discusses the future of shoot days on the Shooting TimesPodcast.
Mark Avery  Needlesstosay,itisn'tgenerally “afewweeks later” butMarkis a scientistand writer, not agamekeeper.

SHUTTERSTOCK
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A projectto eradicate stoats
fromOrkney could take
another five years and cost
afurther £8m. The Orkney
Native Wildlife Project began
trapping stoatsin 2019 and

hassofar

removed morethan

5,000. The animals posea
major threatto bird eggs and
young as well as the native
Orkney vole. Stoats were first
reported onOrkney in2010.
With 7,000 trapslaid

across Orkney, thisisone

of thelargest-ever
predatoreradicationson
inhabitedislands.

Invasive

Email your stories / shootingtimes@fieldsportspress.com

NEWS IN BRIEF

Rare golden
pheasant spotted

The project has already
costabout£8m, butthose
behinditclaim the same
amountwill berequired to
finishthe job, withthreeyears
of eradicationand two years
of further monitoring.

Dr Elizabeth Bell,
managing director of Wildlife
Management International,
told ST: “Invasive species
eradicationsonislands
presenttheir ownunique
challenges. Ittakes a
tremendous amount of
nlanning to make each
eradicationassafe,

The project to eradicate stoats on
Orkney has already cost around £8|'n_.

thelargestp

Walesbecame

inDartmoor National Park
whenheinherited the Duchy
of Cornwall fromhis father
King Charles. Prince William
now ownsapproximately a

third of the national park,

almost /0,000 acres.
Campaigners are now

urgir

signif

o Prince Wil
icantportio

noldi

ngs, whicha

lamtorewild
nsof his

recurrently

chan

mainlyusedforgrazingand
moreintensive farming.
Around 200 protesters

ted, “Make it wild or make

itours,” asthey marchedto
SouthHessary Toronthe

MOO

~on 30 September,

before laying downasymbolic
wicker gauntlet outside

the offices ofthe Duchy in
Princetown, Devon.
Authorandland
campaigner Guy Shrubsole,
who has previously described
the Duchy asa "medieval
anachronism”, said that
theremnants of temperate
rainforestonDartmoor
should be nurtured backto
greater prevalence.
Amanda Anderson,
director of the Moorland
Association, told ST: "The
Duchy of Cornwall appears
tohave ambitious plansin
nlace toenhance biodiversity
and mitigate climate change,
inadditiontothegood
work thattheyhave already
been doing formany years.
Rewilding may cause the

Predator eradication to
cost a further £8 million

effective andhumaneas
possible. Invasive species
areoneof thetopfive threats
to wildlife globally and
invasive mammals have
drivenbirds, reptilesand
invertebratestoextinction.”
Meanwhile, in Dumfries,
aman hasbeen finec
£9,700forkilling one the
UK’s native mustelids,
the pine martin. David
Excell pleaded guilty to
deliberately trapping and
killing the creature and
has subsequently had his
firearmslicencerevoked.

Activists flock to Dartmoor

ThePrince of
rivatelandholder

lossofrareand threatened
moorland habitatsand
speciesadaptedtoopen
landscapes. Campaigners
shouldensure their demands
aretrulyaboutenhancing
ecosystemservices

for society, nature and

the climate.”

TomOrde-Powlett,

Anearlyextinctgolden

pheasantwasrecent
spotted at Billingford

hheasants are native

andwesternChina

andwere introduced
totheUKinthe19th

century. Norfolkis the

onlyplaceinthecour
these birds can be fo

_akesinNorfolk. Golden

toforestsinsouthern

ly

try
und. Aspokesman

forthe Norfolk Ornith
Associationsaid: “Th

ologists
ey disappeared

around threeyearsago, and they were
known to be at the Wolferton Triangle
inwestNorfolk.” Another bi
spotted by Julie Murrayinaback garden
inSedgeford earlier this month.

dwas

GWCTresearches
salmon decline

Around 13,000fish inthe River Frome,
Dorset, have beencaptured, tagged
and weighed as partofan annual study

by the GWCT. The charity's head of

fisheries, Dylan Robe

rts, commented:

“If you went backto the 1970 and '80s,

about15to20% ofth

esalmonthatwent

toseawould returnas adults —now that

figureisaboutfourto

5%." Thestudy

suggeststhat’ mtenswefarmmg and
“problemswithsewageinrivers” are

among the reasons for th

e drop-offin

both salmon andtrout numbers.

ll::::-.l. ﬂ 5 -.l'. A . '-.. illl::":ﬂr
L Y FALT
i :
il -
J —
r
fl S —
|
i
o o
LA

L

51 Find us on
socml media

INSTAGRAM

vice chairmanofthe

Moorland Association,

followedup:

“The Duchy

@SHOOTINGTIMESUK

FACEBOOK

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY

of Cornwall hasinvested
significanttime and effort
Incurlew conservation,
including habitat
managementand predator
control. Thereseemsto
beavery clearvisionfor
social,environmental and
economic sustainability.”
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The pheasant can be an extraordinarily sporting bird in its wild
state and deserves far more respect from Guns, writes Tim Bonner

hen | have rid myself
of turbulent childrer
and employers, | wi
retire to a quiet room
and contemplate, among other things,
the pheasant — and in particular when it
became commonplace. In the second half
of the 20th century the pheasant went
from being a rare and venerated quarry
to a workaday commodity. | am certainly
not suggesting this was entirely negative,
in fact it opened up game shooting to a
nuge number of people for whom it woulc
otherwise have remained out of reach, but it
did fundamentally change our relationship
with what can still be a most fabulous
gamebird. Put simply, the pheasant became
so common that to shoot one, or many,
became unexceptional, and there is nothing
romantic or epic about the unexceptional.

"\ i \':--r
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3
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Thereisno great literature of pheasant _ -~ __ _

shooting, as there is of wildfowling or While pheasants have become the norm for driven shoot days, wild birds still offer cracking sport
foxhunting, largely because it is entirely

oredictable. We all know what is going to indifference towards reared pheasants or saw the first high dot in the blue sky, | told
nappen when we go to stand on a peg, the farmed rainbow trout. myself not to rush and stick to my track,
only outstanding questions are how many You will not be surprised that the mount, Kill' technique. As it closed | saw it
come over and how straight we shoot. memory of shooting pheasants that was a cock and, belatedly, realised that it

n fact, the great literature that involves stands out for me did not involve a was higher and travelling even faster on the
bheasants tends not really to be about straightforward driven day. [t was in the stiff breeze than | had anticipated.
shooting at all. Think of Isabel Colegate’s North in the autumn on a wonderful estate The gun went up and | remember

The Shooting Party or Roald Dahl's Danny, that is primarily one of the finest driven oushing the barrels through at the last

the Champion of the World. The fact grouse moors in the country. There areany  moment as it disappeared above the

that the one famous book about actually number of species, some on the quarry nerpendicular and squeezing off a shot
shooting pheasants most of us could think ist some not, that benefit from the careful that killed it stone dead. Two more cocks

of would be Sir Ralph Payne-Gallwey's management of habitat and predators. followed and both fell to a single, less

High Pheasants in Theory and Practice - - hurried shot, and then a last bird took a line
shows quite how dry pheasant shooting It WwWas hlghel' along the hedge to my right at the very edge
can become. . of my range and, amazingly, it too died.

and traVEIllng My old dog picked that first bird well

A strange contradiction even faster than over 100 yards behind me and the rest

The start of the pheasant shooting . without me having to move a muscle. | have
season is an opportunity to mull over the I had antICIPated” a photo of him with those four dead birds,
strange contradiction that, for many of the Cogswell and four empty blue cartridge
Us, the quarry that is the easiest to bag is When shooting the moorland fringe cases. All the pheasants ever bred are not
Ultimately the least satisfying to "hunt’, even  after the main grouse season anything can worth those four wild beauties. &

if that activity has all the environmental, appear, and most things did on that day,

economic and social benefits that we know  including a magnificent blackcock, red
driven game shooting has. Nor is it easy to grouse, grey partridges and pheasants,
explain that strange phenomenon of loving ~ for which the rule was strictly cocks only.

(XD Tim is the chief executive of the
Countryside Alliance. He has hunted a
pack of beagles, pursueswild trout and

the thing that we seek to kill. | find it difficult | was on the right of a loose line of five or sapassionatewildiowier androuh
enough to justify to myself my obsession six Guns, there was a long horizon and the shoater. To foin the Coumntryside Alliance
with hunting woodcock, wildfowl and wild beaters were bringing in a huge area of visit: bit.ly/43pGZus ’
brown trout, which | adore comparedtomy  in-bye, hedges, rushes and scrub. When |
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JOHN MACTAVISH; ALAMY

SHOOTING TIMEN
18 October

Stalking on the Isle
of Lewis, rabbiting
with an air rifle and
testing the best loads
for goose shooting

...AND MUCH MORE!

Bidding a fond farewell to the Editor

with

| have justread Patrick
Galbraith’s commentonthe ST
online newsletter aboutleaving
the magazine.|mustadmit|
was alittle peeved, especially
as|havebeenimpressed

thenew STpodcasts;

he interview with Mark Avery
oroved thatperhapsitis

possible towork positively

withsomesurprisingly seven years. | look forward
diversefolks. But, as yousay, to reading the new book
sometimes youneedanew when it comes to press and,
challengeand | respectyour hopefully, many more articles
decisiontomove on. for "The Shooter'!

Anyway, | just wanted to Best regards and good luck
thank you for what you have for the future.
achieved for both ST and UK Mark Lorne, by email

country pursuits in the past

WHAT DO WE MEAN
BY INVASIVE?

as aninvasive s
meaning thattr

no close seasons and
would be treated asvermin
(News, 4 October). This would
meanthe same forthe Republic
of Ireland.

Butwh
Invasive o

escaped from Wobur
Bedfordshire in 1838 and Chinese

water deer have asimilar story

|read recently thatthere was
discussionastowhethersika
deerwere going to be classified
peciesinEurope,
ere would be

that they

atdowemean by
native? Muntjac deer

nParkin

inthe early 20thCentury. Sika

deerwe

over 150 yearsagoar

deerwe

reimportedf

romASsia
dfallow

e Introducec

i

THE

Ta s ul Y o
SHOU I IHIVYA
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by the

roedeerhave beer
to England fromEL

Normans around 1100AD. Even
reintroduced

ropean

SCAN ME
FOR THE

NEWSLETTER!

populations aftert

several hundredyearsagodue

to overhunting.

Thereshould be acertain

threshold whenan

deservestostayandistreated

withrespect.

Name and email supplied

nelrextinction

animal

GETTING MY
DOG SHOOTWISE

Yourarticleinlastweek'’s

T

issue (Howto be ‘shootwise’

4 October) could nothave come
at abettertime. [tookmy
labrador, Charlie, out foran
early-season pheasantshoot

Swift pointed out, fou
Charlieislikelytobev
interrupted Covid anc

just acouple of days before and years.|have not been

Sikadeer were imported from Asiamore than 150 years ago, but the EU has plans to classify the species as invasive

NEW SHOW AT19.30
EVERY MONDAY
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Scan to sign up for the
free weekly Shooting
Times news letter
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he was bloody useless. AsEllena

-year-old
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NEXT WEEK:FOXINGAS THENIGHTS
DRAWIN AND STALKING ROEBUCKS

shootinguk.co.uk/the-shooting-show

Watch the latest videos on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube @shootingshowtv
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Inthe media

In the Shooting TimesPodcast,

AN OFF-PUTTING -
EXPERIENCE Spanielsdon’t often

hesitate where
wateris concerned

Mark Avery argues thatdriven
grouse shootingisallbut
finished and that wild bird days
are the future...

Many years ago, | was shooting
onaday nearthe Solway Firth
in Dumfries and Galloway
anditwasraining catsand
dogs. Asodden pheasant that
was clearly exhausted from
overcoming itsterrestrial
anchorswasflying exquisitely
slowly when it was shot landing
inaburninspate. Abrave
and foolish springer spaniel
promptly launched itself into
thesurging streamtoretrieve it
and was at once sweptaway.

A quick-thinking Gun took
inthescene andraceddown
thesmallvalley toawooden

Your responses:
“Anindependent scientific review
was doneonthissubject —which,

ifI'mright, the RSBP agreed to -
foundinfavourof grouse moors.
Sowhy dothey notlistenoreven
promote this? Worse still, we
don't promote ourselvesenough
for fear of the sabs attacking our
cars,homesorwhatever.”
@jason_mayhew_gundogs

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

“ThescientistsinFuture

footbridge. Onreachingthe Landscape Forum, who have
oridge helowered himself spent most of theiracademic
intothe prone, flung down an fromacertainwatery grave. Concerningdogs, | lives studying carbon capture
armand grabbed the ailing The spaniel, overwhelmed by endeavour to avoid animals onour uplands, contestthe
dog by the scruff of the neck the whole situation, bit him thatare unable torecognise view expressed by Mark Avery
asitpassedbeneath. Showing hard onthe wrist, drawing theirown deliverance. that currentmanagementis
enormous strength, the Gun blood. This day putme off Nameand bad for climate change. His
bicep-curled the poordevil spaniel ownership. email supplied argument should be with them

and not shooting. It willtake some
courage becausetheyhave alot

enjoy asmany daysin the field friendly. His time around new It's not until 1 October rolls of up-to-date science toback up
as|would have liked since Guns and new dogs really threw  around that you can see where their position.”
2019and Charlies' form has his concentration. | have gone you've been going wrong. @owen_r_williams
o doubt suffered. hack to basics with him now and. 'd also like towish outgoing | =i
He is, by and large, a pretty as Ellena suggests, started to Editor Patrick Galbraith all the “Soundssensible. Never
switched-on dog but he isoverly  encourage Charlie to sit calmly best and send my thanks for understood why shooting doesn't
as | expect him to do on peg. creating a great magazine for get the same attentionas hunting
Below: Ellena Swift’s article in the t's afunny thing; you often many years. whenitcomestoanimal welfare.
4 Octoberissue of SToffersadvice  don't notice or identify these Ted Hunt, Dorset Foxes, the vast majority are wild,
on how to prepare your dog for problems throughout the whereas the oppositeis true of
the first day of the season summer. | certainly didn't. shooting.” @CharliePyper
BORREETION: Furthaite @ | s
Joug Fawcett's recent letter “Totally shambolic that Shooting
How to be ‘shootwises i@ e lari’ted in the 20 Sgptember Tfmeswould cons.idelr listening to
2o young o e e st s o oo s M AP SRS ssue of Shooting Times, we this utter contradiction. The very
o nave received correspondence manwho campaigns so noisily
from the Chargot Estate who tobanthe very activitiesthat are
wish to make it known that vitaltoconserve wild birds.”
they hold the letter to be @bhanjodog4
. el factually incorrect, | e
el T e A day was offered to the “If Wild Justice really want todo
il )¢ e O L teamandthecontractclearly somethingtoreverse woodcock
stated the outcomeinthe declines they would be urging
o . ' P— event ofavianinfluenzastriking better woodland management.
" el e e S N e the shoot. Shooting Times We know poor woodland
) B s RS = e e apologisesfor not contacting management isamajor driver of
—_— ' D —— Chargot Estate before decline of woodcock. Some of the
printing the letter. best management happens tobe

onshoots. Awkward.”

@woodcockringer e y—
“The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. = TIVES
o, o . 2> The Shooting Times J
We have it in trust. We must account for it to those who bodeact is available |

come after.” King George VI from bit.ly/3rle4VW
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Chris Rogersisadeer managerinkastAnglia, CIC head measurer and NGO committee member ¢ \’|
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Chris Rogers takes the opportunity to swap his rifle for a thermal
imager as he looks to build an accurate picture of the estate’s deer

——

Theredrutis later thanusual this year,
most likely due to the warmweather
and less competition on the estate

. » g . . | ..‘ i r;:?ﬁ s
oW BT, k. g | . R
s | write this at the start of spring. Their dependence on their course, estate and farming practices such
October, the red rut should mothers for milk may, in turn, run on as cropping and livestock rotations will
nave been in full swing for the later into the summer and autumn for Influence the outcome of the counts, but If
nast week or so. Instead, it's the very late offspring. done regularly you will gain a trend that can
been unusually quiet on the estate anc As the nights draw in, | have resumed help with cull plans as they evolve throughout
other areas in the region. Thisis most likely ~ my regular thermal counting route for the the season. Modern deer management
due to the warm weather we have had, with  herding species. It's something |'ve done plans like to have fixed cull figures that are
overnight temperatures being well over more regularly over the past few years, set out for around five years, but as with all
10°C and simply too hot for the excursion of  particularly with the current pressure on things in nature, precise number planning is
a full-blown rut. retaining data to justify what we are up to not practical and a cull number that can be
A heavy cull in the area last season has with deer numbers. Generally, it confirms correct for year one is unlikely to result in the
clearly reduced the numbers of reds, or my feelings on the number of deer we have,  cull numbers sticking to the proposed figures
moved them somewhere else. Perhaps this  but it obviously gives you a firm figure you In year two through to five.
nas created less competition than in the can record.
nast and the stags feel less need to show Of course that figure isn't entirely Sensible approach
off, as the bigger stags are spread out accurate in terms of a total number of Thermal drones are becoming a hot
further and there are fewer hinds for them deer you have on the land, but it gives topic now for deer surveys, and they
seem to produce fairly accurate results.
“With all surveys, the key 1S to be as However, like all deer-counting methods
= x " - - devised over the years, there will be some
scientific and methodical as pOSSlble discrepancies in the figures. There will
always be an element of suck it and see,
to compete for. In situations like this, it's you a minimum number. The trend in and increasingly I'm wondering if the idea
very hard to say what the cause of a change  deer numbers can be tracked over the of accurate deer numbers is essential. Of
in behaviour is but we all like to have our weeks, giving you a good idea of how course they are helpful but, in most areas,
theories. Unless one keeps meticulous the herds move on and off the estate looking at the impact of deer on the ground
records of rut start times, weather depending on several factors including and culling to reduce, maintain or in some
conditions and temperatures, it's all culling pressure from us, our immediate cases increase them seems the more
just an opinion and guesswork. and regional neighbours. sensible approach. &
The British Deer Society is looking into With all surveys, the key is to be as
calvlirg tlimes, which are clegrly inked to scientific and methodical as possible. The CXO Por stalbing opportunities, email
rutting times, thg theory being as the rgts gount follows the same route, at the same eustondeerhunting@yahoo.co.uk
come later, so will the calves the following time after nightfall throughout the year. Of
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THERMAL
IMAGING

Thermal Imaging Monoculars

TELOS SERIES ™

The Telos series introduces the first ever upgradeable devices from Pulsar. Consisting of the Telos XP50
and the laser rangefinder-equipped Telos LRF XP50, these devices have been designed to remain timeless
through their ability to upgrade technical components. Each device features a highly sensitive 640x480,
17um European-made Lynred thermal sensor, which boasts an astonishing <18mK NETD and achieves
unprecedented levels of thermal sensitivity. This thermal sensor, combined with a powerful 50mm 1.0 fast
aperture germanium objective lens, enables incredible thermal imaging capabilities.

1024x768 AMOLED HD Display / 50Hz Refresh Rate / PiP Mode [ 1800m Detection Range / 1000m

+1m Rangefinder (LRF Model Only) / Smooth Digital Zoom [ 8 Colour Palettes / FOV 12.4° [ 8.5 Hours
Operating Time [/ “Display Off” Mode with Instant Start-Up / Recording w/Audio / Wi-Fi (2.4/5GHz) /
64GB Built-In Memory [/ Updatable Firmware [ USB-C Port [/ -25°C to 40°C Operating Temp. / IPX7 Rating
(Waterproof) / Rubber Armoured Body

Telos XP50 / PUL-77493 / SRP £3,099.95 Inc. VAT
Telos LRF XP50 / PUL-77492 /| SRP £3,399.95 Inc. VAT

™ THOMAS Thomas Jacks is the exclusive UK trade-only distributor for Pulsar and Yukon. To find a dealer or to become a dealer, please contact us.
LY JACKS t. 01789 264100 e. info@thomasjacks.co.uk www.thomasjacks.co.uk El @ThomasJacksLtd €) /ThomasJacksLimited (©) @thomasjacksltd
All prices & specifications are subject to change without notice.
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Mike Swan

r

Wildfowlers need to be mindful of public perception at all times
and must always ensure a sustainable harvest, writes Mike Swan

.........
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Wildfowlers are under ever-closer scrutiny, but we should not be afraid to stand up for our sport

the a
andt

0 you look at the weekly
news from BirdGuides? If
not, maybe you should; it
certainly gives an insight into
titudes of some people who view birds
neir conservation very differently from

we Wi
was much whooping about the fact that the

[dfowlers. A couple of weeks ago there

Irish government had removed four duck

Specl

es from the quarry list, because they

are in decline there.

pandering to the sentiments of an anti-
shooting lobby?

Meanwhile, in the forum that follows
the article, there were several comments
welcoming the news, and then other
stronger views; “Who from the Irish
government checks every bird shot as to
species? Trusting murderers to tell the
truth...” And then, “All shooting should be
banned. You can always buy a supermarket
chicken; no one needs to shoot to eat...”

“Breasting birds on the marsh and

throwing the rest away is not acceptable”

Bi
more
the Ir

rdwatch Ireland had been calling for
species to be removed, and criticised
ish government for not publishing

the rationale as to why it had withdrawn
some species and not others. ['m guessing

that |

rish wildfowlers are being equally

critical and asking if there is any scientific

evide

nce that shooting is driving any of

these declines. Is the Irish government just

| usually keep quiet over these things,
not least because adding a view can
sometimes cause the debate to run and run
to no useful effect. But that last comment
oot to me, and [ had to reply.

So, [ wrote asking why there is such
vitriol about shooting among a small
minority of birdwatchers, when we all
want to look after our birds and their

16 « SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE

Intensiv

nabitats. | also questioned which was
more sustainable, a wild shot duck or an

ely reared chicken, pointing out

the ongoing nutrient pollution issues from

iIntensiv
Now

e poultry production.
1 am a bit of a hypocrite,

because | do eat chicken, but | am

Increasi

ngly concerned about the water

quality problems caused by spreading

poultry

manure as a fertiliser in valleys

like that of the Wye, so | wrote about that
too. Maybe the debate had run its course,
but | seem to have closed it off, because

three weeks on, the only addition is that

someone has clicked the ‘like’ button after
my comment.

Hit the headlines
| tell this tale not to claim any special credit,
but because we wildfowlers need to be

mindful

of a wider world. We are under

ever-closer scrutiny, and any mistakes that
we make, however minor, are increasingly

kely to
Lcky th

the pub
even so
walking

in the poor light of dawn and dusk, when

hit the headlines. Perhaps we are
at most of what we do is carried out

lic are not likely to notice us, but
.1 do not want to hide. | am happy
off the marsh and into a group of

birdwatchers with my gun in its sleeve and

my garr
oreet tr

Mosf

ebag over my back, and | always
em.
' of the time this works just

fine, and there have been some great
conversations over the years. They usually
get the sustainability of what we do too,
but we need to be careful not to jeopardise
that. It worries me, for example, that two
clubs | am in have felt the need to write

to mem

bers to remind them that just

breasting birds on the marsh and throwing

the rest

advert f

brace of Canadas across the mud may be
nard work, but breasting and allowing the
fuselages to wash up on the strandline is no

away Is not acceptable. Lugging a

or sustainable wildfowling. &

(XD Mike Swan is a keen wildfowler
and the senior adviser for the Game and
Wildlife Conservation Trust.

MARK BEEDIE
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Digital Day and Night Vision

New PDSSS 70 LRE £849.95

The PARD DS3S 70 LRFE Gen 2 digital day and night vision riflescope is back, now
with improved performance, 350m IR illuminator, integrated laser range finder,
and ballistic calculator for the ultimate Iin hunting precision.

Features: Integrated HD Video Stillimage  Integrated  Day and
Wifi Recording Capture Ballistic LRF Night Vision

» Colour Day and Night Mode . . .

+ 2560x1440 HD Sensor = [ vy

* 800x800 Circular Display

* Integrated Laser Rangefinder gog %))

s Ballistic Calculator |
HD Circular Long Eye 350m IR New User 2560x1440
® 70mm FOCQI Le<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>