PRIZE DRAW ON THE HUNT FOXING AIR MILES

WIN a Flint Clothing bundle Family friendly African lodge Release pen protection PRS season adventures

MM, time

. !|\5%

THERMAL
SCOPES

A selection of
the best to help
you see better
and aim

straighter

HHHHHH
1.8-12x421

NEW SERIES:
START STALKING

Top advice on how to secure
' your first guided outing

renowned hunter as he stall
Berkshire roebuck

FIRST LOOK

Mark Ripley highlights
exciting new thermal
products from Nocpix

We
ERC
TRIGEEE

ANSCHUTZ’S TOP-NOTCH RABBITING RIFLE




w

—

.

_ NOCpi) { | The Derkr

as

.

/4

.

RIFLESCOPES

l

. \
FLAGSHIP THERMAL e | / /
I ' ' y y
=

= . “This scope (ACE H50R)
FROM £ 1 8 59 - must give the most impressive
! ﬁa/ﬁf viewing experience of anything

I've used to date.”

“I have been seriously impressed with the

Nocpix range of thermal products and use

them for all my fox control work. Nocpix offers

the best in both thermal imagery and build quality,
with practical, shooter friendly features that make
them the best in both their field and mine!”

Mark Ripley “260 Rips”

Long Range Shooting Instructor and Fox Control Specialist

ELEGANT DESIGN
MEETS SUPERIOR IMAGING

The flagship thermal riflescope designed for all hunting environments. It features a self-developed
high-resolution 12pum 60Hz thermal sensor with a NETD of <15mK, ocular zoom ring, round

AMOLED 2560px display, integrated LRF (R models), and advanced Reality+ & Vision+ systems.

ACE L35 ACE H50 ACE H50R ACE S60R

Sensor: 384 x 288px Sensor: 640 x 512px Sensor: 640 x 512px Sensor: 1280 x 1024 px
Lens: 35mm FO.9 Lens: 50mm FO.9 Lens: 50mm FO.9 Lens: 60mm F1.0
Magnification: 4-16x Magnification: 3-24x Magnification: 3-24x Magnification: 2-24x

Detection Range: 1800m Detection Range: 2600m Detection Range: 2600m Detection Range: 3100m

Battery Life: 7 Hours Battery Life: 7 Hours LRF Range: 1200m LRF Range: 1200m
Battery Life: 7 Hours Battery Life: 6 Hours

m ' Distributed by
Nocpl)( _?_ﬁe Ehriugh Ind ustry Leadlng AR CSpii TR
i elbbi 4 YEAR WARRANTY Avallable in All Good Gun Shops



FDREWDRD FROM THE GUEST EDITOR

HUGH VAN CUTSEM

eing asked to be Guest Editor of
Rifle Shooter provided me with
the perfect opportunity to think
about the subject matter a little
more deeply. It also made me
realise, perhaps unsurprisingly,
that as | get older my thoughts concerning
shooting and the management of our
countryside have mellowed in some cases
and hardened in others.

A driving force behind this has been my children.
| see how the countryside and all | love doing
in it has rubbed off on them and | want to make
sure that they continue to have the choice of
participating in shooting sports if they so wish. |
feel | should do my bit so that governments make
informed decisions rather than legislating on behalf
of a very vocal minority.

All of us who reo”y care about the countryside
want fo see it and everyone who works in it thrive,
but that is going to require changes in what we do
and in what is seen as acceptable by the wider
public. There will be tough decisions to be made,
but if we are already questioning some of what
we do then it really should be obvious that it needs
addressing. | do not want to have my children and
future grandchildren ask me why | didn't do more
to protect shooting for their generation:s.

Gamekeeping, stalking and deer management
provide employment opportunities in areas where
there might not be many and we have to make

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

this a sustainable proposition, by promoting
positive examples of how shooting helps with the
ecological care of our landscape.

It has been consumers of game who have
demanded the rapid move away from lead, and
the shooting community has got ahead of it. | have
heard countless people deride the movement,
nowever it has become abundantly clear that it is

nappening and we as shooters — and indeed the
industry as a whole — should embrace it.

believe we all need to start operating more
collaboratively if we are to tackle some of the

greater challenges ahead. Shooters are not
generally known for being open and collaborative;
it is often a solitary and reflective pursuit. Yet if
we are to confront the difficulties that lie before us
and successfully overcome them it will require a
collective effort, supported by a shared belief and
a clear vision for how we can safeguard our future.
| hope you all enjoy this issue. It has been a
pleasure to be able to share my thoughts and |
wish you all good sport and a productive autumn
and winter season.

| [ V-

Hugh van Cutsem
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AT CCI®, WE UNOERSTANDO WHAT YOU WANT AND NEED. WHEN IT COMES TO RIMFIRE
AMMLUNITION NO ONE BEATS US AT OUR GAME. WE OFFER THE BEST SELECTION IN
ALL SHOOTING SPORTS. WHILE OTHER COMPANIES SIT ON OLD TECHNOLOGY AND
PERFORMANCE, WE'VE REFINED RIMFIRE INTO WHAT IS WIDELY CONSIDERED THE

WORLD LEADER IN HIGH-PERFORMANCE RIMFIRE AMMLUNITION.
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FOR THE HUNTER

The BRX 1 is a revolution in rifle design, developed over many years _
to bring true innovation at a reasonable cost. The NATO validated

linear reloading system delivers incredible cycling speeds with 20" .243Win /.308 /.30-06
pinpoint accuracy. The locking system employs a rotating bolt
head with 8 lugs (16 for magnum calibres) for maximum safety. 22.5 Ay 6.5CRM
X

: : . : Eld 308 /.30-06 /.300WMa
The innovative design allows the user to switch the bolt and / / :
extraction side from right to left without the need for tools. 24 5" .300WMag
Barrel interchangeability allows multiple calibres to be used _ S _
on one action, ideal for foreign hunts. Stock and bolt ergonomics Calibre conversion kits available SRP: £765.00
allow the shooter to keep focus on the target and maximise accuracy. from SRP: £1.470

NEW STRATA MODEL

High performance 3-position Reversible Interchangeable barrels
polymer stock, safety system ambidextrous of different calibers
adjustable LOP with linear bolt

spacers

< Locking system High performance polymer
with 8-lug rotating forend with two textured grips
bolt head .
Interchangeable Adjustable xi’“tu.
pistol grip trigger weight ' '
Also Dt
SCAN ME Availablein:  Black Green Wood

For more details
on the BRX1

‘ For further product information and details please
call GMK on 01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk

M14 threaded barrel
with thread cover

BER_BRX0424_A+1
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eing out with a rifle
in the early hours
can bring a variety
of experiences. It
might be an early
morning stalk,
or perhaps a first-light foray
after a troublesome fox. But
whatever the purpose, these
times all share one thing in
common - the magical quality
of that hour. It is a time of
peace and tranquillity, when
we find ourselves immersed
in nature while most sensible
folk remain tucked up in bed.
Only a dedicated few witness
a glorious sunrise spilling across
our fields, hills and woodlands,

or watch wildlife going about
its business undisturbed by
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any human presence. It is a
golden window of time, caught
between the world’s evening
calm and the busy reawakening
of everyday life.

As you turn the pages of this
issue, you will see that it is a
theme many of our writers share.
Our Guest Editor, BDS chairman
Hugh van Cutsem, says in his
inferview on page 14 of stalking
as his form of meditation -
whether that means a July dawn
spent Wo’rching the roe rut or
the thrill of edging into a fallow
buck's rutting stand.

On page 36 Mark Ripley
reflects that, despi’re the uneor’rh|y
hour, the promise of watching the
sun rise over the hills and seeing
the natural world come to life was
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more than enough to draw him
from his bed — a feeling most of
us know all too well. Finally, in a
piece beautifully illustrated with
stunning images of the Berkshire
Downs, Simon K Barr writes on
page 54 of the incomparable
pleasure of a spring dawn
breaking over dew-kissed fields,
with the prospect of an old buck
lying ahead.

It is the common denominator
for all who love and appreciate
the countryside — to experience
the spectacle of nature at work.
And if we cannot always be out
there ourselves, then reading
about it is surely the next best
thing. | hope you enjoy this issue.

Rob Hardy — Managing Editor
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NEWS

EVENTS &

ENVIRONMENT

SAFET R
OVERLEAD BAN

request for lead ammunition exemptions
has been rejected, despite survey evidence
showing safety concerns with copper
alternatives. The SGA sought derogations
for urban wildlife management and night-
time deer control in Scottish forests after an
anonymous survey revealed problems with
copper bullets.

Sixty percent of forestry deer managers expressed
concerns about using copper ammunition during night-
time stalking operations. Sixty-eight percent said that
lead was safer for public use due to copper’s higher
ricochet risk, while 62% cited better animal welfare
outcomes with lead.

INSIGHT

The Scottish Gamekeepers Association’s (SGA)

The SGA warned that forcing wildlife managers
to use ammunition with greater ricochet potential in
populated areas poses increased public danger. BASC
has separately warned that the ban could severely
impact deer management for 60,000 stalkers, with

rifle ammunition in larger calibres including .24 3 now
falling within the scope of the ban. New regulations will
see the three-year lead phase-out commence despite
these findings.

An SGA spokesman said: “The request for a few well-
reasoned and well-evidenced exemptions to a complete
ban would have made the public safer. They would
also have prevented more deer running on and dying a
lingering death. It would appear this is less of a priority,”

he added.

NEW FIREARMS RULES TARGET DOMESTIC ABUSE

Rifle owners across the UK face tougher
licensing procedures following the publication
of updated Home Office guidance for police
firearms departments in August 2025.

The new statutory guidance intfroduces mandatory
separate interviews with applicants’ partners and
household members during home visits, designed to
uncover potential domestic abuse concerns. Police must
also now investigate all overseas convictions and minor
offences including speeding violations — previously
exempt from disclosure requirements.

Medical checks have been substantially expanded.
Doctors must assess “neuro-developmental conditions”
that could affect safe firearm possession, while GPs
are expected to share domestic abuse information with
police on public safety grounds.

RIFLE SHOOTER

The referee system has also been overhauled, with
police required to inform referees that certificate holders

will have access to firearms for five years and that they
must report any future concerns. Social media screening
is now standard practice for all applications.

Bill Harriman, BASC's director of firearms, criticised
the changes, saying they “place disproportionate
burdens on certificate holders, applicants and the police,
while failing to deliver the promised improvements in
consistency and public safety”.

The guidance also bans police forces from routinely
using Section 7 permits to manage application backlogs,
demanding proper departmental resourcing instead.

Certificate holders face intensified monitoring
throughout their five-year licensing period, with any violent
proceedings triggering immediate suitability reviews.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE




SCOTTISH STALKERS OFFERED
£95K FUNDING BOOST

TR TERR TN
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Scotland’s lowlands can |

Deer stalkers across

now gain access to a second
round of funding to upgrade
their venison processing
facilities, with £95,000
available through the Low
Ground Venison Supply
Chain Pilot Project.

The scheme, administered
by SAOS in partnership with
NatureScot, Lowland Deer
Network Scotland and Scottish
Venison, runs from 15 August to
26 September. |t offers financial
assistance for carcass handling
facilities, enabling stalkers to
increase deer culling capacity
and improve throughput.

Fourteen opplicants have
already received grants in the first
phase, predominantly for funding
towards new chiller facilities
and larder improvements to
professionalise the supply chain.

Applications must demonstrate
best practice for carcass
handling, show potential for
increased throughput and present a sound
business case. Projects must be located
within Lowland Deer Network Scotland’s
operational area.

John Bruce, chairman of Lowland
Deer Network Scotland, said: “I'm really
proud that after surveying low ground
stalkers and evidencing their need for

ONLINE SAFETY ACT HITS GUN TRADE

The gun trade is experiencing
website restrictions following the
latest phase of the Online Safety Act
implementation, which came into
effect on 25 July.

The Act requires online platforms to
implement age verification measures for
content including the “glamorising of guns”.
However, the Gun Trade Association (GTA)
reports that some service providers are
applying overzealous “blanket bans” to
legitimate gun-trade websites, potentially
affecting shooting sports retailers, gunsmiths
and sporting goods companies.

“Initial GTA concerns ... have been
realised,” said Stephen Jolly, chief executive
of the GTA. “Since Friday we have seen

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

improving their chillers, we have worked
with partners to be able to run this grant
scheme. | hope that many stalkers take up
this opportunity.”

Successful applicants will be notified by
mid-October. Initial enquiries should be
directed to venison@saos.coop, with full

details available at bit.ly /47pZODvu.

the first examples where GTA members are
being affected.”

The GTA says it has established a working
relationship with regulator OFCOM and
can challenge these restrictions with proper
evidence. Mr Jolly explained that OFCOM
will support challenges “on the basis of any
evidence we can provide”.

While the Online Safety Act aims to
protect children from harmful content,
the GTA argues that legitimate gun-trade
websites shouldn't have to face blanket
restrictions. Any businesses experiencing
website issues are encouraged to get in
touch with the GTA at tech@gtaltd.co.uk,
with details including dates, restriction types
and service providers.

LOTHAR WALTHER
CELEBRATES CENTURY

German barrel manufacturer
Lothar Walther marked

its 100th anniversary with

a company celebration

in Bavaria. Founded in

1925 by Lothar Walther

in Zella-Mehlis, Thuringiaq,
the company has built a
reputation for manufacturing
high-quality precision barrels
and small-calibre weapons
across sporting, hunting and
professional markets.

Today, grandsons Dr Frank
Walther and Gerd Walther
continue the family legacy,
maintaining the precision
engineering standards that
have made Lothar Walther
barrels sought after by
gunsmiths and shooters
worldwide. The centenary
celebration saw staff enjoy
go-karting at the Bavaria
Kart track, with toolmaker
Henrik Sittko setting the
fastest lap time, followed by
refreshments at Pflug Brewery
in Horvelsingen.

ENTRY TO SHOOTING

Barbury Shooting School in
Wiltshire has launched a rifle
shooting experience to tackle
entry barriers, holding its first
session on 17 August.

“Customers often ask where
they can try rifle shooting,”
gunroom manager Craig
Hartley told Rifle Shooter. “The
answer has always been that
it’s near impossible unless you
know someone who will take
you out.”

The programme aims to
bridge this gap by offering
three levels: beginner sessions
for those without FAC
certificates, intermediate for
prospective applicants, and
advanced sessions for FAC
holders focusing on distance
shooting and stalking.

“Its a fantastic company with
great instructors,” said one
participant on the beginner’s
course. “I'll be signing up for
the intermediate.”

Barbury has partnered with
GMK and Tikka to provide
demonstration rifles and
equipment discounts.

RIFLESHOOTER 11
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ORDER ONLINE: WWW. uttlngs CO Uk

\

Google

Google Top Quality Store

AXION COMPACT XQ19
Thermal Imager

- 750m Detection range

3 amplification levels »

Multiple color palettes =

Wide field of view =

Photo & video recording =

Powerful 19mm 1.0 objective lens =
Picture-in-Picture Function =

Rugged magnesium alloy housing =

Compact entry-level thermal monocular
offering reliable thermal performance and
advanced features at an unbeatable price
point. Designed for compactness and
portability, it provides superior value for

Frost-resistant AMOLED display * h'-"?TEfS-
{2 By e IPX7 Waterproof rated Axion Compact XQ19- 384x288
w VISION Stream Vision 2 app support foriOS & Android» £879.95

THERMAL IMAGING

ACE

Flagship thermal riflescope

Erﬁ??ngggﬁ;sallwggggs 3 = Reality+ and Vision+ Al Algorithms =,

self-developed high-resolution ~ * 30mm Tube

thermal sensor, integrated LRF (R ® Ocular Zoom Ring
models), and advanced Reality+ *® 60Hz Detector (excl. S6OR)
and Vision+ systems. Deliver e Ballistic Calculation
unparalleled image quality and = 7 Distinct Colour Palettes
superior performance. * Photo/Video/MIC/64GB

Real i'ty+

3.0
a* LRF

= Range Hange
ACEL35 384x288px 12pm 35mm 0.9 - 1800m...£1859
ACE H50 640x512px  12pm 50mm 0.9 -

2600m...£3189
ACE H50R 640x512px  12pm 50mm 0.9 1200m 2600m... £3579

ACE S60R 1280x1024px 12pm 60mm 1.0 1200m 3100m... 5399

EL EIIIENT

O P T
HELIX GEN I

Everything shooters love about the

et ; * Improved Eyepiece * Capped Windage
original and elevated with smarter * Larger FOV * 30mm Body Tube

design, tighter engineering, and even * Smooth Zoom Ring * German Glass
better performance. Built around a robust  * Zero Stop » Advanced fully multi-

‘
30mm main tube and enhanced optical ~ *® Aperture Ring coated lensesTurrets

;';L'itg;r,fg’c‘iﬂ;”_";fﬁﬂﬁi‘;ﬁ;’ﬁ"“m 4-16x44 FFP - MPR-1C MRAD or MOA .£430.99 Q ) s/
6-24x50 FFP - APR-2D MRAD or MOA...£443.99 ¢ app. 1 SFPAPR-IC FFPAPR-2D FFP APR-2D

rugged reliability HELIX is known'for. ¢ 54,50 FFp - APR-1C MRAD or MOA...£443.99 ~ wiraD =~ ~ MOA —  MRAD.  MOA

MPR- 1C  MPR-1C FFPAPR-1C

SWAROVSKI _
OPTIK

L 7.81 FACELIFT
DESIGNED FOR YOUR SUCCESS

The Z8i stands for optical precision, versatility, and reliability. The revised version
offers optimized ergonomics for even more intuitive operation - in every hunting
situation. The new, redesigned cockpit ensures faster handling, even with gloves,
andenables concentrated target acquisition at the decisive moment.

28i Facelift 1-8x24 IR
ZSi Facelif't‘l 7-13.3x42 P IR

Z28i Facel |T't2 15150 PIR
Z28i Facelift 2.3-18x56 P IR
28i Facelift 3.5-28x50 IR

A newly designed, ergonomic
cockpit ensures faster, more intuitive
handling - for success in every moment.

Reticle 4#\ |, 4W-|, BRX-1..£3140
Reticle 4A-1, 4W-I, BRX-1..£3220
Reticle 4A-1, 4W-I, BRX-1.. £3390

RANGER HD 3000
10X42 LASER RANGEFINDER BINOCULARS

It's slim design, HD clarity, optimised with selected glass elements to
deliver exceptional resolution, cut chromatic aberration, providing
outstanding colour fidelity, edge-to-edge shamness and light
transmission. It's Red Oled Display has been optimised for low light.
This is a combination of simplicity without compromising
performance.

® 6yds (5.5m) - 3,000yds
(2,743m) Range

* Fully multicoated lenses
 Nitrogen gas purged

#

» Weighs 32.40z (918.5g) * Armortek rubber armour 10x42
* HD optical system » Water, fog and shock proof MW 'f '
* Red Oled Display * Tripod adaptable £899 . == MK

NO QUIBBLE

CROSSFIRE HD

LIFETIME GUARANTEE
50mm, 65mm & 80mm SPOTTING SCOPES

80mm Straight a

Nitrogen Purged - Waterproof - Shockproof ‘
The new Vortex Crossfire HD spotting scopes offer users
a choice of 3 affordable models each featuring a 65mm Angled a

3x zoom and an HD optical system with
select glass elements to aid resolution,
light transmission, colour fidelity and cut
chromatic abberation.

The helical (barrel) focus allows for quick
and easy focussing while the fully
multi-coated lenses have anti-reflective
coatings on all air-to glass surfaces for
increased light transmission bringing
greater clarity and low-light performance.

gm Straight =

RRP NOW
20-60x80 Angled...£365 £329
20-60x80 Straight..£365 £329
16-48x65 Angled...£299 £269
16-48x65 Straight..£299 £269
12-36x50 Angled...£255 £229
12-36x50 Straight..£255 £229

30mm =

YWARRAMTY

¢ Includes Neoprene Stay on Case

{ﬁ SPARTAN JAVELIN PRO HUNT TAC e R OIS

\/ PRECISION EQUIPMENT ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT AND COMPACT! ﬂ
el e——

Designed for hunters who cover large

Pro Hunt TAC L
- areas, often in mountainous and . {5.i'gglel;?t Ty
wooded terrain, the Javelin Pro Hunt Standard Leg

Tac is carried in a pocket, holster or

pack and can be deployed in i e
seconds thanks to the Spartan
Magnetic Attachment System. Standard .EOt
Standard Leg Length E;J’
Approx 14cm - £289

Bipod Davros

Long Leg Length

Adapto Head
Approx 14cm - £289 e e

from £24.99 from £64.99

S ‘VOM prices are | “Would recomend every \
competitive but in time great service” Our customers love us!
the unlikely event | . akelofoto ey

““ ou have been Ex”z;wh’ f‘;‘“‘?ﬂl’,}’erf * Kk ok Kk

offered a better & *‘fei ff We have loads of great
deal from one of “Outstanding customer Gt R
: our UK competitors service” X Trustpilot
“ WEWILL ENDEAVOUR \__=**== .
TOMATCHIT SYRIN'@ Order before 2pm Monday to
' TVl Friday for SAME DAY dispatch

ORYX LRF XG35

Thermal Monocular

A new era for thermal observation.
Ergonomically considered design places a
focus wheel behind the eyepiece,
allowing for one-handed operation.
Powerful thermal optics, a built-in laser
rangefinder, and a wide range of digital
features and functionalities make this
thermal imaging monocular perfect for a
wide range of applications.

Oryx LRF XG35 - 640x480
£2189.95

Powerful 1500m laser rangefinder @
Extra-high detail thermal image
Image stabilization e

Up to 12hrs of operating time ®
Durable rugged housing #

Left and right-hand use
Sensitivity enhancement technology ®
Automatic screen brightness control =
Haptic feedback =

|P67 protection rating =

Wifi-compatible
g;m EAM

w VISION

P HIKMICRO

AUTHORIZED DEALER g0

= HIKMICRO

See the World in a New Way

STELLAR 3.0

Laser Rangefinding Thermal Riflescopes

The Stellar 3.0 features a large, immersive,
widescreen display and shutterless technology
which means no freezing of the thermal image.
Also featured are the industry leading sub
15mk & sub 18mk thermal sensors and
1280x1024 "X" thermal sensor in the top-line
SX60L model. All three Stellar 3.0 models have
1000m laser range finding with programmable
ballistic calculation built-in, plus an array of
software and engineering refinements -
making these the ultimate thermal scopes.

£ AMPLUS 6

Performance to rely on...

| Range
Lens | Sensor ‘Mag.  |[F.OV |Min. Max.

Stellar 3.0 SH50L 50mm 384x288 12p 6-24x 9.3m 500m 2600m £2599.99 £2399
Stellar 3.0 SQ50L 50mm 640x512 12p 3.6-26.6x | 15.4m 700m 2600m £3799.99 £3599
Stellar 3.0 SX60L 60mm 1280x1024 12y 2.5-28.5x | 25.6m 800m 3100m £5249.99 £4999

The well-balanced, high-quality optics feature an extremely
crisp illuminated dot, 6x zoom, a large exit pupil and
a wide field of view. The rugged design is ideal for
uncompromising use in any terrain - even in the

most adverse weather conditions.

< Leica Amplus &
2.5-15x56

RRP NOW -
A mplhis B B i £1260 £1129 Leica Amplus 6 1-6x24 ) et
Amplus 6 3-18x44i BDC................. £1450 £1299 _
AMPIUS 6 2.5-15X500.......rerereere £1440 £1289 Leica Amplus 6 2.5-15x50 » %
Amplus 6 2.5-15x50i BDC.............. £1530 £1369
AMPIUS 6 2.5-15K560.........vovreernnes £1530 £1369 . ﬁ
Amplus 6 2.5-15x56i BDC.............. £1630 £1459 Leica Amplus 6 2.5-15x56 »

¥ J " \
<I<_>I<AHL|55 jl :
F f:fl . o -

RIFLESCOPES

The groundbreaking K328i
sets new performance
standards with a pioneering
new-generation optical
design. It offers a 40% wider
field of view, exceptionally
comfortable eyebox and 8x
zoom with perfect optical
performance across the
entire adjustment range.

MSR2/Ki SKMR+

(O

K328 3.5-28x50i DLR e

With DLR elevation turret optimised specially

for dynamic long-range competitions

with an emphasis on speed.

» 100 clicks per rotation

» Extra-large turret lettering for
easy & fast reading

£3650

K328 3.5-28x50i

» 40% wider field of view = 8x zoom

* Windage adjustment on the left or right

* Patented parallax adjustment integrated
in the elevation turret (20 m to o)

* Reliable accuracy & clearly defined clicks

* llluminated reticles in 1st focal plane

£3650

MOAK+

Lica Geovid Pro 10x42 AB+

The pioneer rangefinder with
new, innovative technology

* Highest optical performance

» Highly precise laser technology

» Maximum ballistics functions
with Applied Ballistics Elite®

» Shot Probability Analysis

« Easy and rapid handling

10x42 AB+
Rangefinding Binoculars

RRP £3225 £2999

Displays ballistics correction values up to
maximum range in less than 0.3 seconds, the
on-board computer outputs the measured
distance, plus a brand-new feature, the probability
of an exact hit. Get absolute top values in the key
areas for hunters and long-range shooters;
first-class optics for greater detail, sharpness,
contrast and color fidelity, high-precision
rangefinding up to 2,950 meters, and the Applied
Ballistics® Elite ballistics program pre-installed.

The new top model Leica
APQ-Televid HD offers the most
colour neutral and colour fringe
free image, outstanding image
quality and sharpness.

The new Televid models deliver

APO Televid Bundles ' Televid HD Bundles

the world's best light transmission APO Televid 65 NEW 2025 MODEL| Televid HD 65 NEW 2025 MIODEL
in spotting scope segment.

With the extensive accessories
the Televid portfolio becomes
even more modular and versatile
to meet your needs.

PASSPORT

10YR WARRANTY)}
—— PLUS ——

ciw 25x-50x WWASH......... £2425 d/w20x-60x WW............ £1900
APO Televid 82 NEW 2025 VIODEL Televid HD 82 NEW 2025 MIODEL
cw 25x-50x WWASH......... £3140  cw20x-60xWW.............£2420

Ever Ready Case b5 & 81 - £210 » Leofoto Tripod Kit - £510

2YRiSE™

QUAD STICKS €T / '\

QUICKLY. SILENTLY. SAFELY. ) Q U D

Quad Sticks give you the ability to /

follow targets as they move while ) i STIC KS

keeping your point of aim. Riffes held securely e Proctim o e ol
: in Carbon Fibre AlMe» *FIRE

The Hydraulics allow you to keep reinforced Nylon

your arosshairs on a moving target 12 mounts

tracking its movement and waiting
for the perfect shot.

Track and follow targets over large
distances without having to move,
panning 45° Left and 45° Right
covering 300m at a range of 150m.

£449.95

HYDRAULIC
TRACKING

Stainless Steel

Hi Viz Toggle
w foot spikes




Seelun%
ROGUE REVERSIBLE
FLEECE

Dual looks with solid and camo
sides, crafted from 100%
polyester fleace with a PFAS-free
Seetex® membrane. It's
windproof, water- repellent, and
features convenient zipped
pockets and a thumb hole for
added function.

- ¥ SHADOW BROWN WILLOW GREEN

BALLISTIG
HOODIE

THE SUPER-FUNCTIONAL
ALTERNATIVE TO A
CLASSIC COTTON HOODIE

Made from a thick 275g5m fleece,
our Ballistic Hoodie is the perfect
country pull-on for chilly autumn
days. Lightweight, warm and
highly breathable, it features a

1/4 zip front and a large, double-
thickness hood. A deep kangaroo
pocket at the front provides the
ideal place to warm up your hands

KODIAK SMOCK FLEECE

Super-warm, windproof fleece
for harsh winter conditions

Made from Southern Star
340 Pro fleece, the Kodiak
Smock is a warm, windproof,
showerproof pull-on for the
cold, damp winter conditions
that are typical of the UK's
temperate climate.

Features a deep fleece hood
with volume adjustments to
offer full protection in driving

Smokey Olive...£99.99 £89.99

3
Seeland

CHASER

Defy the elements with PFAS-free Seetex®
waterproof membrane and taped seams for
protection, perfect for outdoor activities.
The jacket is equipped with side radic
pockets, lens cloth, cartridge pocket and
anti-slip prints to help hold your rifle sling in
place.

The trousers come equipped with side radio
pockets, lens cloth and cartridge pocket.

Jacket PineGreen........................ £229.99

Trousers Pine Green..........cccvveeenn... £169.99

Light Pine / InVis Green.........ccueeviiiinnns,

HRARKILRA
VENJAN 2.0 FLEECE

The Venjan 2.0 Fleece Jacket is made from
soft, recycled Polartec 200® fleece fabric,
that is insulating, quidk-drying and highly
breathable. The jacket has two zipped front
pockets and a zipped chest pocket.
Features a high collar that makes it perfect
as a midlayer or an outerlayer on chillier
days.

e e e e £159.99
Shadow Brown..........cccceeceviiienineen.. £159.99

@BERETTA

TRI-ACTIVE EVO

Men's hunting Tri-Active EVO jacket and
trousers are designed for stalking or hide
hunting in outdoor environments where
you need to be completely silent and stay
dry. Waterproot and breathable, they are
made with stretch panels for maximum
freedom of movement.

(Mens and Womens versions available)

Jacket - Moss Green...........cve.o.... £249.95
Trousers - Moss & Brown Bark........ £199.95

Smokey Olive - RRP £49.99 Deep Forrest - RRP £49.99 Bark - RRP £49.99
NOW £44.99

NOW £44.99 NOW £39

KODIAK JACKET FLEECE

Super-warm, windproof
fleece for harsh winter
conditions

Made from Southern Star 340
Pro Reece, the Kodiak Jacket is
a warm, windproof,
showerproof jacket for the
cold, damp winter conditions
that are typical of the UK's
temperate climate. Features a
deep Reece hood with volume
adjustments to offer full
protection in driving winds.

RRP NOW
Ivy Green....£9999 £89.99

HARKILRY

STALKING SNEAKER
GTX WALKING BOOTS

(MEN’S)

A durable, lightweight sock boot
featuring AXIS MSP® Forest camouflage
for seamless blending with nature. Easy
to wear with pull loops, these boots
have silent Vibram rubber outsoles and
a GORE-TEX stretchable shaft, offering
breathability and waterproofing.

AXIS MSP Forest - £229.99

SALOMON

CROSS HIKE TRACKER GTX

MEN’'S WALKING BOOTS

Designed for the UK outdoor enthusiast.
Nimble and built for optimal grip, these
shoes are perfect for unpredictagle
terrains. Experience exceptional grip and
traction with the Mud Contagrip® outsole,
which features multidirectional lugs. The
lightweight upper offers agility and the
outsole ensures stability in wild
environments.

Earth Brown/Ranger Green/Black
RRP £179.95 £159.99

Seeland
TRAX

Rugged resilience meets
hunter’s comfort, a durable
range of clothing.

Features water-repellent
pockets and anti-soaking
lining. Made with
polyester and nylon with a
PFAS-free Seetex®
membrane.

Jacket Light Pine..........ccooveeuns
Trousers Light Pine...........ccee.....
Cap Light Pine..........cccceeee..

Seeland
CELSIUS HEAT

Turn up the Heat! -
On-demand warmth at
your fingertips.

Laugh in the face of winter
chill with the Celsius Heat
Jacket. Prioritizing warmth,
it boasts back and chest

FREE HEAT

POWERBANK
Worth £54.99!

MONARGH
GILET

Warm, premium knitted
gilet.Traditional look.
Traditional feel.
Revolutionary performance.

A premium knitted gilet made
from Ridgeline's revolutionary
Moleskin Tech-Knit Supreme
fabric for warmth, wind-
resistance and a luxuriously
comfortable hand-feel. It
features two zipped hand
pockets and a zipped security

MONSOON LIGHT
SMOCK

Lightweight waterproof,
windproof and breathable

Based on the classic Monsoon
Smock, but built from a lighter,
more breathable fabric, the new
- Monsoon Light Smock is the
perfect all-round waterproof.

- Worn over a T-shirt it's ideal for
Spring downpours and breezy
days; teamed up with insulating
fleeces, it's just the job for
year-round use.

Deep Forest Marl
RRP £139.99

£119.99

DARK BROWN

SALOMON
QUEST TRACKER

MEN'S WALKING

A taller design to offer
increased protection in
demanding conditions, as
well as a stable and quiet
undercarriage for
maintaining solid footing on
rugged terrain.

Ranger Green/
Earth Brown/Black

RRP £209.95 £189.99

3

3

heating technology and a

three-level temperature

button.

Jacket Pine Green..................£189.99
Waistcoat Fine Green....................£159.99

HRARKILA
PRO HUNTER GTX
LEGACY

Celebrating Harkila's 40th anniversary,
this series is built for tough conditions.
Made from rugged AirTech™ fabric
with a GORE-TEX® membrane,
it's windproof, waterproof, and
breathable. The trousers also
feature Cordura®
reinforcements.

Jacket Willow Green.................£699.99
Trousers Willow Green.................£429.99

@BERETTA

MULL INSULATED

Mull Insulated jacket and trousers are
designed for hide hunting or stalking in
outdoor environments where you need to
be completely silent and stay dry.
Waterproof, noiseless, thermal and
breathable with Beretta's Waterproof
Breathable (BWE) EVO membrane

Mull Insulated Jacket - Brown Bark.£294.95
Mull Insulated Jacket - Moss Green.£294.95
Mull Insulated Trousers - Brown Bark..£214.95
Mull Insulated Trousers - Moss Green..£214.95

Deep Forest i Moody Teak

RRP £89.99 £74.99 | RRP £89.99 £74.99 | RRP £89.99 £74.99

Teak | Navy Marl
RRP £139.99 | RRP £139.99
£119.99 | £119.99
e
o9
HRARKILA
REIDMAR MID 2.0

GTX WALKING BOOTS
(UTURN SYSTEM)

Only around 640g per boot, despite their
leather construction. Medium- length,
8"/20cm shaft and a standard-width last.
Features UTURN wire closures that are
secured with a couple of turns on the
button, and loosened by tuming the
button in the opposite direction.

Dark Brown or Willow Green

£299.99

SALOMON

GQUEST TRACKER
HIGH GTX

MEN’S WALKING
BOOTS

Durable, lightweight, athletic
and fully equipped to
withstand the elements. The
patented Advanced Chassis™
ensures that footing remains
stable and steady even on
rough and uneven terrain.

Ranger Green/
Earth Brown/Black

RRP £214.95 £199.99

E+OE Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability
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ugh van Cutsem has been WHO IS HUGH VAN CUTSEM? TELL US ALITTLE ABOUT YOUR
a prominent figure in | am 51 years old, based in the beautiful BACKGROUND.

British deer management  Oxfordshire countryside and married to My early years were spent close fo

for many years, Rose. We have one daughter and two Newmarket, Suffolk, before moving to
combining his role with sons — Grace is aged 18, and Rafe and Hilborough estate in Norfolk aged 13.
the British Deer Society Charlie are 16 and 13. We are very much | am one of four brothers, all close in age.

with practical stalking of various an outdoorsy sort of family, living on a We had a very rural childhood spent
species. In this exclusive interview farm and being fortunate to enjoy all the almost entirely outdoors. We just enjoyed
he shares his insights on equipment, benefits that brings. | work in finance and exploring the surrounding countryside,
training and the challenges facing deer  set up my own business, Kepler Partners, being completely feral. | think we were
managers in the UK today. in 2008. quite a handful for our poor mother but

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM RIFLESHOOTER 15



GUEST EDITOR

INTERVIEW

16

she was also wonderfully patient
and accepted the fact that ‘boys
will be boys’.

It was during these formative
years that we learned about
gamekeeping — in fact it was a
bit of a joke that the van Cutsem
boys only wore camo. The four of
us lived for fieldsports. We were
sponges for knowledge and hung
on every word from our father and
the gamekeepers. Our now retired
headkeeper of over 25 years,
Gerald Gray, was a huge influence
on us all. | love that he is now
chaperoning my children on family
days shooting, although | worry
about some of the tales of my youth
he might share with them!

We all learned the importance
of vermin control and my father
taught us how thoughtful farming
and shooting can benefit wildlife
and enhance the landscape. His
tales of East Anglian stubble fields
full of grey partridge in his younger
years made us all dream of seeing
that again. He was particularly
proud of the fact that 15% of the
British breeding population of
stone curlews resided on his farm.

RIFLE SHOOTER

It was instilled in us that we are the
caretakers of flora and fauna.

DO YOU HAVE A DOG?

| always grew up with labradors
and spaniels in our house. They
went off to be trqined, came back
immaculate and then in a short
period of time became very wilful.

| seem to have continued that same
skill. Currently we don't have a
dog at home as with the children
at school and my wife and | both
working, a dog would be left on its
own too much. When | am spending
more time at home then | will
definitely get another dog.

WHAT RIFLE DO YOU SHOOT
AND WHY?

| have several rifles that | use for
different situations. My main stalking
rifles are a Blaser in .308 which is
my main winter management rifle
and then | also have a Blaser K@5 in
6.5 Creedmoor.

The K95 is really my summer
stalking rifle. | find myself looking for
excuses not to shoot roe bucks these
days — which | think can only mean
I'm getting older. So while | feel |

have to go out armed, | don’t want
to take a heavy rifle. My stalking
really starts in earnest during the
autumn and winter months, and I'm
quite happy to put my rifle away
by the end of March, looking for
reasons to take out something else
instead, such as a camera.

WHAT AMMUNITION DO YOU
PREFER?

For my .308 | use 165gr RWS Twin

Core, and I'm also now using the
Sako Powerhead Blade copper
version. For the 6.5 CM and the
243 | use the Hornady ELD-X. I'm
starting fo transition and feel my way
into non-lead alternatives, which |
think we all need to be considering
more seriously these days.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR
FAVOURITE PIECE OF STALKING
EQUIPMENT APART FROM RIFLE
AND AMMUNITION?

Obviously a pair of binoculars

are essential — that's what I'd calll
standard kit. | think quad sticks have
been the real game changer. | had a
debate with someone recently who
argued that thermal imaging was the

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE




game changer, but | maintain that
it's quad sticks.

Don’t get me wrong — a thermal
imager is a phenomenal piece of
kit and an essential management
tool, especially for deer managers
who need to cull high numbers.
But | always argue that quad sticks
have changed our ability to take
shots that you could never have
confidently taken before, whether
in woodland or on open ground.

Resting on a tree is just not the same.

Quad sticks for me are an essential
piece of kit.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR IDEAL
DAY’S DEER STALKING.

My wife refers to my stalking as
my form of meditation and it's
probably true. A dawn in July
watching the roe rut or the thrill of
creeping info a fallow buck rutting
stand to watch the circus of action
there, | love the spectacle of nature
at work. At the other end of the
scale, my dream stalking is on the
wild north-west coast of Scotland
in January. Invariably the weather
changes rapidly between snow
showers and bright blue skies with

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

raw temperatures. |f you do shoot a
hind there’s a long drag back, but

it matters not. Nothing beats just
being in that environment, physically
challenged and in the elements.

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW ON
TRAINING FOR STALKERS
AND DEER MANAGERS?
Training is brilliant, and it is quite
clear that there is huge demand for
it from deer managers of all levels of
experience and the quality only gets
better. At the BDS we're continually
looking to deliver training that our
members and the broader audience
want. The challenge is that there are
two forms of training — online or
paper-based training, and practical
hands-on experience.

Looking at how DSC1 has
moved online is fantastic in terms
of enabling more people to do it.
But anyone who's managed deer
for a long time realises that nothing
really beats hands-on practica
experience. That's the real challenge

because it's expensive and difficult
to find for people who don’t know
someone who can give them access
to ground.

HUGH VAN CUTSEM

A blend of classroom or online
training combined with practical
experience is the ideal, but the
practical element is much harder to
deliver. Those of us lucky enough
to have access to ground can p|c:1y
a much bigger role in training by
enabling younger stalkers to get
out and learn from our years of
experience.

HOW DO YOU THINK WE CAN
ENCOURAGE MORE PEOPLE
INTO THE SPORT?

| think that there are p|enty of
people already being encouraged
into stalking for a broader array
of reasons than we may have
gone into. The real difficulty isn't
infroducing people to the sport; it's
keeping them there.

The barriers to the next stage
after trying it are getting a firearm
certificate, having ground to go out
on, or being able to demonstrate
to the police that you have enough
paid stalks — which suddenly all
becomes very expensive. Younger
people have other priorities and
getting regular stalking becomes a
costly pastime. !

RIFLE SHOOTER
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SCAN TO FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT BDS
MEMBERSHIP

GUEST EDITOR

At the BDS we have two areas
where members can go stalking;
they are in Norfolk and Berkshire.
lt's not expensive and is a very good
way of accessing stalking, and we
try to make more people aware of
these opportunities.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE
BIGGEST CHALLENGES
FACING DEER MANAGERS IN
THE UK?

The biggest challenge is successfully
managing our deer population at

a healthy and sustainable level, but
it's not the ability to cull the animals
— it's what happens afterwards. |,
like many others, have for a long
time complained about the woeful
amount of money we get paid for our
extremely high-quality product, but
've realised that game dealers work
on pretty small margins and have no
real motivation to spend vasf sums
growing their venison market.

There's no point whinging about
poor pricing. If we want more we
all need to build demand at a
local level and publicise the fact
that people can buy really high-
quality meat that's not expensive.
We need to collaborate with other
estates and look at how we can
grow local markets, perhaps putting
deer management grant money
to work collectively into things like
centralised chiller facilities, but it
requires a bit of leadership, and
people with a bit of get up and go,
to actually make things happen. We
need to educate on a larger scale
and | think that falls on all of us who
manage deer.

We also need to be asking
whether deer management grants
are being used properly. Are
deer numbers being successfully
managed? If someone’s paying
decent money for stalking rights, are
they actually managing populations
through the winter months or just
buying access to take clients out in
summer for the buck stalking?

DO YOU THINK THERE ARE
LESSONS TO BE LEARNED
FROM HOW OTHER
COUNTRIES MANAGE THEIR
DEER POPULATIONS?

Yes and no. We're uniquely placed
in this country in that we don't have
regional government oversight —
it's left to individual landowners

to decide how they manage

18 RIFLESHOOTER

their deer. However, | suspect

we will see greater government
oversight as they keep pushing

tree planting initiatives. They won't
want to see them all eaten. The
problem is that intervention will
likely be based solely on numbers,
not on population structures. The
government is just going to say that
we need to shoot this many deer.
There is certainly not a one-size-
fits-all solution. The requirements of
the local environment must be taken
info account.

I've been |uc|(y enough to stalk
in Hungary, where they have
extraordinary fallow populations
that are very healthily managed
because they see a clear sporting
value in leaving high-quality
animals. | think our male deer often
get culled too young, so you don't
see the same quality in the wild. In
Europe you simply don’t shoot a
red stag below the age of 11 or 12.
That just doesn’t happen here.

What we could learn from
Europe is collaboration and
its merits. There it is done on a
regional basis where local hunting
authorities decide the census and
the cull. We're now starting to
see that in Scotland with Area
Deer Management Groups,
which work extremely effectively.
However, we need a bigger
drive south of the border to set up
similar collaborative approaches,
particularly when it comes to the
management of fallow deer.

WHAT WOULD YOU
LIKE TO ADD?

With my BDS hat on, | am immensely
grateful that we have 5,500

hugely supportive members. If
approximately 15,000 people turn
up to the Stalking Show, why isn't
every single person at the Stalking
Show a member of the British Deer
Society? We all share a common
passion which is deer and we the
BDS are out there doing huge
amounts of work on both the scientific
as well as the practical front.

We're a deer welfare charity,
not a shooting organisation. We
do huge amounts of work for this
iconic animal. Ensuring deer welfare
is paramount in landscape-scale
management plans, resolving
venison supply chains and helping
people better understand the
science behind deer damage to
crops and trees.

For the price of our annual
membership — about the cost of 30
rounds of ammunition — we're the
only charity focused solely on deer
and their welfare in this country. We
have huge plans on the educational
front, getting younger people to
understand why deer need fo
be managed, and the benefits of
eating venison. But we can only
do that with funding and a willing
membership.

My plea to everyone is: if you love
deer and being out there managing

deer in whatever capacity, then
please join the BDS. l
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Ballistic Calculator
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TAKE YOUR (NOC)PIX

If you are in the market for night vision and thermal products, Mark Ripley
advises taking a look at this lesser-known brand before splashing the cash

s someone particular area where this is interest in such things will be

who regularly particularly useful is night vision,  familiar with brands such as

reviews the latest and even more so, thermal Pulsar, Hikmicro and InfiRay, but

products, I'm products. The market is filled what about Nocpix?

in the fortunate with an ever changing range Nocpix is in fact the new

position of of products from a growing name for InfiRay and is perhaps
being able to try pretty much number of manufacturers. Most a litlle overshadowed by other
everything before | buy. One people with even a passing manufacturers’ more aggressive
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Image quality is excellent across
~ the Nocpix thermal range

marketing. Of all the thermal
products I've used, I'll say from

the start that Nocpix by and large
comes out top, due to its superior
image quality compared with
similar, comparably priced products.
| think it's fair to say that Hikmicro

is certainly nipping at its heels on

the thermal market, yet Nocpix just
seems to have the edge.

But image quality isn't everything,
and when comparing products one
needs to also look at build quality,
ease of use and what is right for
you. Everyone's preferences are
different, as are the needs of each
individual, so don’t take my word
for it. You need to look for yourself -
ideally out in the field.

So with around £30k worth of
Nocpix products arriving at my door
| began the rather daunting task of
getting my head around each one
and testing them in the field for the
first time. Nocpix has an extensive
range of products, so | picked a
representative selection to look at.

BOLTL35R

Starting things off with an entry-
level thermal riflescope, we have
the new, and already popular,
Bolt L35R. The price of just under
£1,500 is exceptional for a thermal
scope, especially considering its
features. The quality of the sensor
is an important part of any thermal
scope, which is greatly reflected in
the price. The Bolt is most suitable for
air and rimfire rifles at ranges out to
around 200yd on small game.
However, there’s nothing stopping
you using it on a centrefire. lts

recoil is rated up to .375 H&H,

although realistically for foxing you

NOCPIX ROUNDUP

would be better off paying a bit
more and moving up the product
range. Considering its price, the
Bolt is packed with excellent

features including a 1,200m laser
rangefinder, integrated ballistics
calculator and inbuilt recording with
a recoil activated option. It also has
the ability to review footage through
the scope — an excellent feature if
you need fo follow up a wounded
animal in the field.

The ballistics calculator is an
excellent feature that allows you
to enter bullet and firearm data
to give an accurate firing solution
at the touch of the rangefinder.
The range is then displayed in the
scope, along with either a corrected
holdover point highlighted or a
corrected crosshairs — you simply
point and shoot. Incidentally one of
the latest options with the Nocpix
range is the N Link feature, which
allows any LRF Nocpix product to
be used in conjunction with a non-
LRF model.

On an air rifle or .22 rimfire, with
their curved trajectory, this is a real
game-changing feature that makes

guessing holdover a thing of the
past. The Bolt's 384x288 sensor

is <20mK NETD with a frame rate

of 50Hz, keeping images crisp
and smooth. It also features an HD
AMOILED display and 35mm /1.0
germanium lens, designed to offer
the best field of view combined
with image quality. Overall build
quality is excellent, with a built in
lens cap, simple control setup, front
objective focus, threaded rubber
eye cup and a 30mm tube to allow
the scope to be easily mounted
using standard rings.

>
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Seriously impressive, the Rico 2 S75R is a professional-grade unit

If your rifle is fitted with a
Picatinny rail this also makes it easy
to fit quick-release mounts such as
the Sportsmatch Hop92, enabling
you fo swap scopes in seconds with
no loss of zero. Another impressive
feature is the scope’s variable 3.5-
14x magnification range, which
zooms smoothly by rotating the
top turret. The unit has an internal
rechargeable battery and can also
be powered by standard 18650
batteries to extend the already
impressive battery life. The Bolt
comes supplied with two 18650
batteries and a charger, and is
IP67 protection rated against dust

and water immersion.

The Rico 2 L42R isa s
purpose night-hunting's
-
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ACEL35

Moving up a notch we get into the
Ace series of thermal scopes, which
is where things start to get serious.
The Ace L35 is a level up from the
Bolt in terms of performance with

its 12 micron, 384x288, <18mK
NETD sensor; 60Hz frame rate; and
2560x2560 round display. It also
has a slightly higher magnification
of 4-16x, a 1,800m detection range
and a 35mm obijective. Like the Bolt
it has an in-built battery and also
runs on replaceable, rechargeable
18650 batteries.

In fact the Ace has all the same
features as the Bolt except for the
laser rangefinder and ballistics

w
._/ :
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capabilities. That is why it costs
only around £360 more, even
with its better sensor. This in my
opinion would be a better option
on a centrefire as an enfry-

level foxing scope, where a flat
shooting rifle means ballistic
calculations are less important
out to 300yd. Another excellent
feature of the Ace range is that
alongside the already good digital
magnification you have a clever
optical 1-3x magnification. This
allows you to zoom in that extra
bit without losing picture quality,
as you do at the higher end of a
digital magnification range.

ACE H50R

Now for me, and the vast majority
of foxers, this is the sweet spot in

the range. The H50R is available
both with and without the LRF and
in-built ballistics calculator, but if
you are able to afford this scope
you would be seriously missing
out by not paying the extra £400
or so for this feature, as once
it's set up it's an absolute game
changer. | would say that for its
combination of features, price and
performance, the H50R (the ‘R’
being the rangefinding version)
offers the best option as a foxing
scope, retailing at around £3,579.
With a 640x512, <15mK NETD
sensor, this unit gives an excellent
picture even on higher magnification.
These models also feature shutterless

technology, so no more annoying
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refreshing and picture freezing at
the crucial moment. With a 3-24x
digital magnification as well as its
1-3x optical mag, the H50R has

an impressive 2,600m detection
range and a 2560x2560 round
display. Again these scopes have the
internal battery and external 18650
batteries as well as all the previously
mentioned features, except for the
H50. As you may have guessed,

the ‘50" in the names relate to the
objective lens diameter, which
moves me on to the beast of the

series, the S60R.

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

ACE S60R

I've had this scope for around

five months and have used it on
several rifles, but mainly on my
long-range .260 Rem - and it
really is some bit of kit. Having set
up the ballistics in the scope | took
it out for some long-range play
during the day and soon found a
few rabbits to test out how well it
worked and thin out a few around
the farm. Picking one at around
300yd | pinged the range, the
scope displayed the corrected
holdover and | took the shot.

,
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This proved a doddle for both

the scope and rifle. With no other
rabbits out, apart from two at
/00yd, | thought I'd give it a go as
| had a good safe backstop. The
first shot landed just to the right of
the chosen rabbit with the bullet
splash clearly visible in the scope.
Holding off to the left the corrected
amount, a second shot dropped
the rabbit cleanly. Using this scope
throughout the lambing season, |
nailed a good number of foxes out
to around 300yd as well as one

RIFLE SHOOTER

cracking one at 450yd. >
The Vista monoculars have
N better performance but are
1P bigger and bulkier
- ‘
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The S60R has all the same features

as the H50R but with a 1280x1024

sensor and 2-24x magnification,
which makes it excellent at range,
partly due to the crisp sharp image
of the bigger 60mm lens. This does,
however, mean that the scope is
heavier and bulkier than the H50R,
which is the slight trade -off. The
bigger trade-off is the additional cost
at £5,399.99, which is quite a jump

from its little brother.

RICO 2 — S75R AND L42R

Now we get into the Rico range. If
you're one of those shooters who
takes their sport very seriously and
want the best regardless of price,
then the Rico range, and especially
the S75R model, certainly has
you covered. This really is a
professional-grade bit of kit. Even
the hard case it comes in has that
no-nonsense, military vibe. On
opening it you are faced with a
seriously impressive scope.

With its highly engineered
mount and massive 75mm lens,
you can't help but be taken

RIFLE SHOOTER

aback by the look of this unit.
That said, at £7,699 it's not for
your everyday shooter. This unit is
for the professional or someone

who demands the best. With a 12
micron, 1280x1024, <15mK HD

sensor, 3-30x magnification and
3,896m detection range, this scope
is designed to give razor-sharp
images in the worst conditions.

Add to that its 1,200m laser
rangefinder and in-built ballistics,
it's capable of identifying and
eliminating targets at extended
ranges. Combined with a
2560x2560 OLED display, the
image quality is simply unsurpassed.
The trade-off for all this performance
— other than the price — is that it is
quite a lump. Weighing 1,350g, it
is a little heavier than other scopes
and the larger lens may make it
tricky to mount on some rifles —
and even fit it in a standard rifle
slip when on the rifle. However
this scope is clearly designed
to be transported off the rifle in
its dedicated case, and with its
included and extremely sturdy

looking mount, to reliably hold zero

when mounting on a Picatinny rail.
Another model from the Rico 2

series is the L42R. It is a smaller

version of the S75R, with a 42mm

lens and 384x288, <20mK

NETD sensor. It also features a

1,200m laser rangefinder, ballistics

calculator and 2560x2560
AMOLED screen. Even with its
lower-grade sensor and lesser
4-16x magnification, detection
range is still impressive at 2,197m,
making it a more general-purpose
foxing or night-hunting scope,
retailing at a more modest £2,599.
Both these units incorporate a nice
smooth zoom lever neatly placed
just forward of the eyepiece, making
it easy to zoom in without taking
your eye away from the scope.

LUMI SERIES

Moving on to thermal spotters, you
won't be surprised to know that
Nocpix also has an impressive
range of units to choose from, with a
model to suit every budget. The Lumi
spotters are essentially the same unit
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throughout the range, just with better
performance and rangefinding
options as you go up. The Lumi P13,
which weighs a mere 310g, is a
compact, pocket-sized monocular
that comes with a neat black pouch
with molle loops on the rear, and a
magnetic lens cap. The design of the
Lumi is really well thought out with
nice little touches, such as a the lens
cap holding itself to either side of the
unit so that it doesn’t dangle around
annoyingly while you scan.

The P13 retails at £539, which
is extremely cheap for a thermal
spotter, even basic one. It runs on
a single 18650 battery, which can
be quickly swapped in the field, and
it also comes with a charger, wrist
strap and neck strap. The P13 model
has a 12 micron, 256x192, <20mK
NETD sensor; 2-8x magnification;
a stated 6hr run time on a single
battery; and a detection range
of 670m on a man-sized object.
You can also record video and
stills to an the-built memory. The
P13 takes its name from the 13mm
lens and, despite being so small, is
very impressive for its price. | was
pleasantly surprised at what you
can now buy for that sort of money.

W
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Moving up the range are the L19
and L35 models, retailing at £899
and £1,269 respectively. They have
a 12 micron, 384x288, <18mK
NETD sensor, weigh 335g including
battery, and have lens diameters
of 19mm and 35mm. Stepping
up again is the H35 model, with
a larger 640x512 sensor, which
retails for £1,599. There are also
two rangefinding models in the Lumi
range, the first in a LRF version of

the L35, the L35R, and the other a
H35R priced at a tempting £1,399
and £1,599 respecitively. Both look
similar to the non-LRF versions, but
weigh fractionally more and have a
neat rangefinder unit housed below
the objective lens.

VISTA SERIES

The other monocular series of
spotters is the Vista range. These
models have more traditional round
bodies and are bigger, bulkier and
heavier than the little Lumi units.
They give a much better viewing
experience with their larger lenses

and 12 micron, 640x512, <15mK
NETD sensors (the S50R model has
a larger 1280x1024 sensor). There

are severc:d mode]s GVGIIOble, from

NOCPIX ROUNDUP

the H35 costing £1,899, H35R
(LRF) £2,199, H50 £2,399, H50R
£2,599 and finally the S50R, which
comes in at £3,999.

The Vista units come with a
neat case that can also be used
like a harness system, as well as
a neck strap, charging lead and
fwo boﬂery packs rather than
the 18650 batteries of the Lumi
range. Like the Lumi range, the
Vistas can be used one-handed
for quick scanning, but focusing
is definitely a two-handed job.
Although the performance is
clearly better with the Vista
range, the ergonomics, small size
and lightweight of the Lumi makes
it a tough call as to which | would
rather use. It will depend on the
type of shooting you do and the
kind of ground.

QUEST THERMAL BINOS

Finally we come to my personal
choice of thermal spotters and the
model I'm currently using for my
everyday (or should | say night)
foxing excursions — the Quest
thermal binoculars. I've been
using a binocular style thermal
spotter for a while, and although
. —
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larger and heavier, the reduced
strain on my eyes and comfort
of use make this style of thermal
a winner in my book. The Quest
binos come in three models, the
L35R, H35R and H50R.

As you have probably
gc:tthered, they are all
rangefinding models and have
much the same features, although
the L35R has a higher base
magnification of 5x while the
H35R has 3x and the H50R has
4x. A 5x base mag can be quite
high if scanning at close range,
but is ideal for open ground. The
other obvious difference between
the models is the sensors. All are
12 micron yet the L35R is fitted
with a 384x288 sensor while

RIFLE SHOOTER
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the other two use a 640x512,
which gives the two 35mm lens
models a 1,800m detection range
and the 50mm lens version an
impressive 2,600m range.

The Quest binos are
ergonomically friendly, with four
buttons, a power button, menu
buﬁon, video record button and a
LRF button. To focus the unit and
operate the zoom magpnification,
you use the two roller wheels on
the bridge of the binos — exacily
where you would find the focus

on a normal pair of optical
binoculars. The Quests run on a
single replaceable 18650 battery
with an additional internal battery,
which has so far proved plenty

for me on a normal night’s foxing.

The unit comes with two 18650
batteries for extended use, along
with a harness-style case, neck
strap and chorger.

| have the H50R binos and would
say hey are as good as or better
than any other thermal spotter 've
used. Perfect for every use, it's a
simple-to-use unit that just does what

you want it to do. Prices are £1,699

for the L35R, £2,299 for the H35R
and £2,699 for the H50R.

If you're looking for a quality
thermal spotter or scope at a
competitive price, along with a UK
full-service centre and an industry
leading four-year warranty, you
would be well advised to take
a look at the extensive range of
Nocpix products. l
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WIN a Flint Clothing bundle Family friendly African lodge Release pen protection PRS season adventures
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WILL O'MEARA

THE SNIPER

A long-range hunting
legend and the pride of
Ireland

MARK
UNDERWOOD

KNIVES & RELOADING
When it comes to
reloading and cold steel,
Mark is the man
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MARK RIPLEY

THE LONG RANGER
YouTube star and perhaps
the ultimate foxer. One

of the best marksmen in
the UK

CHRIS DALTON

STALKING SPECIALIST
A multi-award winning
deer stalker and a true
legend of the sport
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BRUCE POTTS

GUNS & AMMO
A reloading, rifle
reviewing and deer
stalking legend

GRAHAM
DOWNING

FIELDSPORTS GURU
Shooting consultant and
author of nine books on
stalking and shooting

IAIN WATSON

STALKING & JUDGING
Keen stalker and highly
experienced senior

CIC international trophy
judge

BILL HARRIMAN

FIREARMS GURU
BASC's head of firearms
and true global authority
on guns

Copper lurking in the
rifling of a barrel can be
removed using cleaning

patches and some
rubbing compound

TACKLING STUBBORN COPPER ...

The accuracy of my
rifle appears to be
deteriorating despite
regular cleaning.
Would some form of bore
paste help to remove
stubborn copper clinging to
the rifling?
Bruce Potts replies:
Restoring accuracy to a
badly fouled bore can be
a problem. Even if you
regularly clean the rifle’s bore you
can still get a build-up of stubborn
copper fouling. Normal copper
solvents are good, but sometimes
a bit more elbow grease with a
rubbing compound is needed.
Typically rifle barrels show smalll
particles of copper still lurking in

the recesses of the rifling grooves.
All you need is a cleaning rod,
undersized cleaning jag - for
example, one calibre below the
bore size — cleaning patches and
some rubbing compound such as
Brownells J-B bore compound or J-B
Bore Bright.

Wrap two patches around
the jag, apply the rubbing paste
compound until it is coated liberally
and pass it through the bore at least
40 times. It is best to use a bore
guide to keep the rod straight. Using
the compounds, you should get
very black residue deposited on the
cleaning patch.

Continue until the patches come
out white, then clean thoroughly with
your normal solvent.

Could you please
explain the difference
between minute

of angle (MOA)

and milliradian (mil) in
relationship to scope
adjustment? The old ‘one

click equals a 2in movement

at 100yd’ is so imprinted

in my mind that it’s hard to
grasp another system.

Bruce Potts replies:
Basically, these are angular
units of measurement that
refer to changing angles

or degrees of adjustment, as on a
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compass. One MOA is actually
1/60th of 1°. In linear terms this
means that | MOA corresponds to
almost exactly 1in at a distance of

100yd. The true value is 1.047in. So
at 200yd it is 2in, at 300yd it is 3in
and so on for each click of the dial
on the scope.

On the other hand, one
milliradian is defined as one-
thousandth of a radian. In linear
terms, 1 mil is 3.6in at 100yd. So if
your scope has Y4 MOA adjustments
it means a 0.25in movement in
the point of impact 100yd; O.1 mil
moves it 0.36in.

HOW TO CATCH A CRAFTY FOX

| have a fox that
regularly appears

- but being close to
farm cottages it’s not
somewhere | can safely shoot
with a centrefire. Noise is
also an issue, as the tenants
have a young baby. If | can
get it close enough, | could
probably shoot it with a

.22 rimfire. Do you have
any advice on doing this
humanely?

Mark Ripley replies:
The .22 LR is the perfect
tool for these sorts of jobs
as long as shot placement
s good and ranges are kept short.

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

In general the mildot
system is a little easier to
understand and adjust
for — which is why it’s
popular with the military

As you are so close to some other
properties, | would advise using

a number of sandbags to create

a safe backstop and ideally try to
shoot from a downward angle, such
as an upstairs window of one of the
properties. If this isn't an option, a
highseat would also work.

Patience is key - regularly place
bait in front of the sandbags and the
fox will soon find it and feed there.
Be sure to put bait out just after dark
so that it doesn’t get eaten by birds.
If you have a trailcam deploy that,
they can be invaluable when trying
to ascertain a ftime the fox is likely to
pay you a visit, at which point you
can execute your ambush.
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CALIBRES
FOR RABBIT
CONTROL

I’'m planning to buy a
rifle for rabbit control
on my farm and

had every intention

of buying a .22 LR until
someone at the gunshop
suggested applying for a .17
HMR. Which is better?

Mark Ripley replies:
Both will do the job. There
are, however, advantages
and disadvantages to both.

The .22 LR is quiet when
using subsonic ammunition, but
the round has a more curved
trajectory. This can be accounted
for while shooting within 100yd
and, if you opt for the noisier,
high-velocity ammo, you can
stretch out further. Ammunition for
the .22 LR is cheap for 50 round:s.
The drawback is that they have
a tendency to ricochet off almost
anything solid.

The .17 HMR is about half the
weight of a .22 R bullet. Smaller
and lighter, it travels faster and on
a flatter trajectory, making it more
forgiving at different ranges, but it
is more likely to be affected by the
wind. It zeroed at 100yd.

The bullet is frangible and
ricochets are rare, but it can cause
meat damage. Another trade-off
is a louder shot and higher cost —
more than twice that of .22 LR. There
have also been questions about the
quality of some ammunition in the
past but such fears are now largely
a thing of the past. l

SCTV

For the latest reviews
and expert opinion
check out our

youtube channel
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John'’s gralloching kit,
all held in an orange
Kifaru pullout

Irish stalker John Tooher reveals what he
carries on his often long and testing hunts

hether | am
stalking for fallow
deer that appear
like ghosts at last
light in the misty meadows, or
the crafty mountain sika that
command the high ground, |
have a standard set of tried-and-
tested equipment that | have
built up over decades of hunting.
Mountain hunting is the graveyard
of untested equipment and over
time | have refined my gear to
what is worthwhile carrying up the
mountain. The objective of a deer
hunt is to enter the deer forest light
as possible for as long as necessary,
and if the opportunity arises to return
with heavy packs of venison. When |
envisage | will be on the hill or in the
forest for a full day of stalking, my
equipment list is as follows.
* First-aid kit: Always in my
backpack.
Optics: As deer are most active
at dawn and dusk, optics are
the most used tool on any hunt.
Swarovski EL range 10x42mm
binoculars, held in a Kifaru
binocular harness. Swarovski
STC 17-40x56 spotting scope —
used mainly on mountain hunts.
Shooting support: Spartan
precision javelin bipod and

Springbok quadsticks.
* Gralloching kit: All held in
an orange Kifaru pullout —
replaceable blade Tyto knife
and an Argali knife, disposable
g|oves, Petzl head torch, bone
saw, shot marker tape, drag
rope, bespoke suspension hook.
Ammunition: As well as five
rounds in my rifle | also always
carry 10 extra rounds in a AKAH
3D-printed bullet pouch. The
weight of this ammunition holder
is next fo nothing.
Hydration: Nalgene 1 litre water
bottle.
* Wind indicator: Refilled with blue
chalk.

Insect repellent: For tick
prevention. | also spray my
clothing with permethrin.

Rifle cover: Riserva waterproof
rifle cover for when the weather
turns inclement.

Electrical insulation tape: To
cover the business end of my
moderator, to prevent unwanted
debris from entering.

BACKPACK

A frame pack is ideal for use on the
open hill, but it can be cumbersome
in the forest. The solution was a
Monarch sika sack, which is made

SE o e

most used %, 5, &
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tool on

any hunt

é€ I can use the
Springboks as a
walking aid to
test the ground to
descend safely off
the hill »»

from is military grade Cordura. The
blood liner can be removed for
cleaning. Although called a sika
sack, it will accommodate a fallow
deer up to sorrel size.

| configured it to suit my
requirements by adding a Kifaru
guide lid and gun bearer. The guide
lid holds my gralloching kit, first
aid kit, head torch and so on. By
attaching the rifle to the side of the
sika sack with the gun bearer when
extracting deer, | am able to use the
Springboks as a walking aid to help
me fest the ground to descend safely

off the hill.
CONCLUSION

Buy the best equipment you can
afford and carry the minimum
required to get the job done safely
and efficiently.
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QUALITY SHOOTING SPORTS ACC!

PREDATOR SHOOTING REST K-ZONE SHOOTING REST

This rest from MTM has proved
very popular! It has a rugged
construction, is fully adjustable
and easy to transport. A
precision dialled screw pedestal
adjusts forearm level for exact
positioning. Rubber shooting
pads give solid, gripping support
to gunstocks and barrels. The
wide slip free stance provides a

The K-Zone rest has a four foot
solid stance and a large vertical
adjustment screw that allows
quick height adjustments and a
solid, no movement hold.
Adjustable enough to
accommodate a full size hunting
rifle to a small youth rifle and
lever action rifles. Can be
converted to a pistol or front

solid hold. rifle rest. The compartments
can used for storage or to add
SHOULDER GUARD REST weight.

QUICK REST
This is a rest designed to ease the
punishment of sighting in! The
integrated recoil-reduction sling allows
the shooter assume a natural shooting
position, then back their shoulder off
about half an inch to let the shoulder
guard take the pain.

Another very popular item
which is so simple and great
value!

This one piece, light weight
rest is sturdy and ideal for
keeping to take to the range
or wherever you may need a
rest.

Rifle not included.

There is also a central compartment
which can be used for storage or a
stabilizing weight.

n Download our price list and discover new products at www.hannamsreloading.com l Q'l
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, deliveries and special offers!!
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SHOPPING

RETAIL THERAPY

A selection of the latest and best kit from the leading brands in the industry

MDT BROWNING
MDT LSS Gen3 Competitor Chassis Kit Browning BDM Bluetooth Ear Defenders
From £1263.99 SRP £194.00
mdttac.com browning.eu

HARKILA PLANO
Pro Hunter Light Mid GTX Plano Rifle Case Pro-max Series
RRP £269.99 £71.95
philipmorrisdirect.co.uk planostore.com

JOHN RIGBY & CO. LE CHAMEAU
The Rigby Highland Stalker 250th Anniversary Edition Men'’s Chasseur Leather Lined Wellington Boot Iconic Green
RRP: £POA £420
johnrigbyandco.com lechameau.com
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Merwrer, RIFLE PACKAGES FROM £869

Precision Rifles & Barreled Actions

VARMINT GRS FENRIS

HEAVY BARREL + GRS FENRIS BLACK
VARMINT AVAILABLE NOW IN: 223REM -20” | 22-250-20" | 308 WIN-20” RETAIL £869.00

6.5 CREEDMOOR - 24" / 6.5 CREEDMOOR -26” / HBAVAB- + GRS105073

[ R S —

&&=s VARMINT GRS BIFROST

HEAVY BARREL + GRS BIFROST BLACK saavs--
VARMINT AVAILABLENOW IN: 223REM -20" | 22-250-20" | .slnﬂaB\‘:::NI3 -2[:;'? - RETAIL £949.00

6.5CREEDMOOR -24" / 6.5 CREEDMOOR -26"

_l—__“.z.
|

’

& SPORTER STAINLESS HS PRECISION

SPORTER BARREL + HS PRECISION GREY/BLACK

VARMINT AVAILABLE NOW IN: 6.5 CREEDMOOR -22" | .308 WIN -22" | .270 WIN - 22"

300 WINMAG-24" (LA) / 6.5MM PRC-24" (LA) | TMMPRC -24" (LA) RETA"_ £Iu49_uu

30-06SPR-22" (LA) | HBAVB- + GRS104138

ary>< VARMINT HOWA ORYX

HEAVY BARREL + MDT ORYX 0DG + MDT POLYMER BOX MAG
VARMINT AVAILABLE NOW IN: .223REM - 20" | 22-250-20" | .308 WIN- 20"

6.5 CREEDMOOR - 24” | 6.5CREEDMOOR - 26" / HBAVB- + ORX106159-0D6 + RETA“_ £999_00
MDTI06539-BLK - 223REM /MDTIOA447-BLK - 22-250 REM, 6.5 CREEDMOOR € 308WIN

[ - - T —

ary>Z MIN| VARMINT HOWA ORYX

HEAVY BARREL + MDT ORYX MINI ACTION BLACK
VARMINT AVAILABLE NOW IN: .223REM -20” | 22-250-20" | 308 WIN-20”

6.5 CREEDMOOR - 24” | 6.5 CREEDMOOR - 26" / HBAVB- + ORX106159-0DG + RETA“_ £999[|[|
MDTI06539-BLK - .223REM /MDTIO4447-BLK - 22-250 REM, 6.5 CREEDMOOR £ 308WIN

B AVAILABLE IN ALL GOOD GUN SHOPS ASK YOUR LOCAL DEALER
<= GRS GIVEAWAY - CLAIM YOUR FREE GRS CAMPFIRE MUG

TO CELEBRATE THE LAUNCH OF OUR NEW HOWA PACKAGES, WE'RE GIVING AWAY 50 GRS CAMPFIRE MUGS - ABSOLUTELY FREE.
SIMPLY EMAIL SALESCHIGHLANDOUTDOORS.CO.UKTO CLAIM YOURS. HURRY! FIRST COME FIRST SERVED.

& HIGHLAND OUTDOORS  TRADE ENQUIRIES | 0345 099 0252 | SALES@HIGHLANDOUTDOORS.CO.UK | WWW HIGHLANDOUTDOORS.CO.UK



FOXING

SCAN FOR THE FOX SHOOTING
SERIES ON THE *SHOOTING &
COUNTRY TV’ YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Mark Ripley has to employ both fieldcraft and
patience to avert near disaster when new arrivals
attract unwanted attention

y phone
vibrated,
waking me
at 3.30am.
It was an
unearthly
hour, but the thought of seeing the
sun rise over the hills and nature’s
world come to life was enough
for me to drag myself up. | had
also told the farmer | would be
there that morning. The birds had
arrived the previous day and the
sound of so many young poults
chirping to one another as they
settled in and explored their new
home often attracted the interest
of any passing fox.

As | silenced the alarm, | noticed
a message from the farmer. He had
sat out the previous evening after

the birds had arrived and had shot
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a fox making its way down the hill
to the pen. | began to feel it would
be a wasted visit as there are not
too many foxes on the ground,
and it seemed pretty unlikely that |
would see another there so soon.
However, | had told him | would
watch over the pen that morning
and | would keep my word.
Getting dressed and putting
my gear together, | was further
disheartened by the look of the
weather. Despite being dry, as the
day began to break it was cloudy
and overcast with the look of rain as
| unhurriedly drove the 40 minutes
to the farm. On getting there | drove
around the higher areas of the
hillside so that | could glass with
the thermal and see if anything
was moving, before picking a static
vantage point over the pen. With

nothing seen, | dropped down into
the Vc:1||ey and c::|ong the chalk tracks
toward the pen.

This pen sits in a small rectangular
area of cover to one side of a small
valley, with a chalk track running up
the opposite side and to some farm
buildings at the top. Level with the
end of this patch of cover is a fence
that runs along from the cover to the
track. | drove through the bottom of
the valley below the pen and up the
bank to park by the cattle grid in the
fence. This was the perfect spot to
watch over this patch of cover and
no doubt where the farmer, armed
with his .22-250, had waited the
previous evening.

From here you can see all the
cover as well as a good margin of
hillside all around it, with the lower
edge around 150yd away and
the top edge 200yd at its closest
point. The cover is pretty thick in
and around the pen, with only a
few small windows in the trees to
see down inside or around the pen

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



Mark waits patiently with
the scope covered to
avoidithe rain

itself. Between the trees | could see
several birds moving around and
could hear their soft calls. | could
also hear the resident guinea fowl
roosting in the taller trees making
quite a commotion, which often
means there is something around
they are not happy about.

Usually if you drive into this valley
and there is a fox in this cover it
will quickly make its escape over
the brow of the hill. This morning
| had not seen anything, yet the
noisy guinea fowl were making me
uneasy. | scanned all around the
edges of the cover and the narrow
cover strip to the left but could not
see anything. | watched the few
groups of birds | could see through
the trees but they did not seem to be
distressed or moving around until
one group caught my eye.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

At this point | suddenly realised
that the heat source | had first taken
to be a few poults was in fact a

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

larger animal with its shape broken
up by the trees. It stood side-on
momentarily and | was almost
certain it was a fox. In an instant it
vanished back into the cover before
another glimpse showed it moving
towards the lower fence close to
the bottom of the pen. | hurriedly
snatched the .260 rifle from the
back seat, jammed a magazine
into it and got down on the grass
behind the truck.

Chambering a round and settling
the bipod into the grass, | lined
up on the fence at the bottom of
the cover where | expected 1o see
either a fox or a badger appear

FIELDCRAFT AND PATIENCE

££ If the
farmer
beqgan

to walk
around the
pen and
bumped the
fox it would

leave at
speed 77

New arrivals will
always attract
unwanted attention
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from the nettles. Nothing showed
and | continually glassed the cover,
looking for a flash of heat. The
minutes ticked by but | kept eye on
the spotter, as | knew that if it was a
fox and broke cover | would have
to be quick to get a shot off before
it disappeared out of sight. The
guinea fowl were now quiet and
after half an hour | began to doubt
myself. Had | seen a fox, and if so
had it gone to ground somewhere
within the cover?

It that were the case | would
wait like this until the farmer
arrived to check the birds and
either let him walk the edge of
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A prowling fox can easily do this sort of damage without even setting foot inside the pen

the pen while | kept watch for a
departing fox, or we could both
push through the cover. | knew he
would likely have a shotgun with
him and | had also brought one
along that morning, as on my way
home | was going to have a quick
ook around a dairy farm that was
being mobbed by crows.

Neither option was ideal. The
first was poor from a sofety point
of view and besides, if the farmer
began to walk around the pen and
bumped the fox it would leave at
speed, which would not be ideal
for a shot with a rifle. The second
option was not much better, as
there is such a limited line of sight
around the pen that we would likely

only get a glimpse of a departing
fox and could well end up shooting
into a pen full of birds.

WAITING GAME

For now | would just watch and
wait. An hour had passed since |
had seen whatever it was | had seen
and light rain had set in. | pulled a
tissue from my pocket and wiped the
rear lens of the scope before loosely
draping it over it. | did not want a
build-up of droplets on the glass to
hinder me from taking a quick shot
should | need to.

| was also aware that in my rush
to set up | had left the back door

38 RIFLESHOOTER

of the truck open and the light
drizzle was blowing in, soaking
the interior. Still, | dared not move
for fear of a missed opportunity.
Suddenly a large heat source
appeared at the top left corner of
the cover. This was it. Whatever it
was, was about to break cover.

| pulled the tissue from the lens,
adjusted the position of the rifle and
zoomed in on the fop corner of the
cover, 200yd away.

Crystal clear in the Element
Nexus scope, | could see the ears
and top of a fox’s head above
the cover crop as it surveyed the
area for danger before daring to
expose itself. As | steadied myself
it made its move, away from me
and up the hill. A few yards from
cover it paused for a second
and looked around. As it did so
| had a clear shot along its back
and placed my crosshairs centre
mass, which at this angle was a
few inches above its tail. The rifle
cracked and was answered with a
solid thump a split second later. All
that was left to do now was collect
the fox and check the pen for any
signs of damage.

On inspecting the fox | was
p|eosed to see that death had
been served swiftly. The 143gr
Hornady bullet had entered the
adult vixen’s lower back before

driving the length of her body,
punching out through the chest
cavity. Carrying the fox back to
the truck, | drove down to the
bottom entrance to the pen to
walk in any birds that might be
outside the fence and to check

for any damage. It did not take
foo |ong to find the first pouh In

a state of shock and hanging

by its head, which had become
wedged between the wire and the
post in its panic. It was breathing
hard and badly shaken, but as |
released it from the fence it quickly
recovered before scuttling off into
the cover of the pen. A few yards
further on another stood by the
fence breathing hard, its head
lolling but alive for now. Next was
another fluttering with its head
trapped in the fence. | released
this one before spotting a dead
bird close by.

Thankfully that appeared to be
the only casualty, but it just goes to
show how a fox can do damage
without even setting foot inside
the pen. Had | not been fortunate
enough to stop this one it would no
doubt have hoovered up countless
birds over the coming weeks. l
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HIKMICRO

HABROK PRO HQ50L & H60L

Multispectral Thermal Imaging Binoculars

Available.in 1280 HD and 640 High Res thermal sensors, Habrok Pro

incorporates 4K Day and Night Vision with state of the art thermal imaging,
mtegrated Iasgyrangeﬁnde( and advanced image stability.
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““HQ50L £3199.99

640x512 High Res Sensor
Sub 15mk sensitivity
50mm F1.0 4.3 - 25.8x
Up to 2600m detection

Rural Enterprise Champion

Scotland 2024
SCOTTCOUNTRY.CO.UK
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SPORTSMAN TRUNKS
3 SIZES, 6 COLOURS

£39.935

£39.93

Medium: PL171900

£69.95 " RN S

Charcoal: PL47-CH

Orange: PL46-BO ‘- £69095

MULTI-PACKS
AVAILABLE
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DEER STALKING

ver the past
30 to 40
years deer
populations
across most of
the UK have
been increasing rapidly to the
point where, in 2025, there
are very few counties that now
have no deer present. In most
areas deer have gone from
being an animal rarely seen
by the public - to the extent of
being a talking point on shoot
days — to being regularly seen
feeding at the sides of roads

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

STARTING
STALKING

and visible from motorways.
In some areas these growing
numbers are having a
considerable impact on habitat
and commercial crops, both
forestry and agriculture.

There are six species of deer living
wild in the UK. Red and roe are
our only native species, with fallow
being recognised as naturalised,
having been present in the country
since before Norman times. Sika,
munfjac and Chinese water deer
are non-native introductions thanks
to escapees from Victorian park
collections. All six species are

In the first part
of a new series,
deer manager
Chris Rogers
looks at the
UK’s growing
deer population
and the
opportunities
that brings to
the first-time
stalker
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generally covered by law and when
stalking care must be taken to check
on the status and seasons covering
each as they can differ, particularly
between Scotland and the rest of the
UK and Ireland.

The line “There are more deer in the
British Isles now than at any time

in history,” seems to have been
rolled-out a lot over the past few
years. How anyone can know that
is beyond me, but | think we can

all agree there are certoin|y more
deer in some areas than has been
the case in living memory, or since
records began. 3
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DEER
STALKING

Luckily for me, as a fresh-faced
student straight out of Sparsholt
College — having spent a year
out learning about deer and
their management — the increase
in numbers presented a perfect
opportunity. | was able to get a
job in the stalking industry in the
south of England rather than having
to relocate to the Highlands of
Scotland, which was where most
young, prospective stalkers headed
in those days. Along with the
increase in deer numbers came an
increase in recreational deer stalking
— a trend that is still growing.
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FROM STALKING TO
MANAGEMENT

At some point in the past 20 years
the terms ‘deer stalking’ and being
a ‘deer stalker’ have evolved into
‘deer management’ and being a
‘deer manager’. This is perhaps
down to the negative association
with the term “stalker” in the press,
but also to the terms ‘manager’ and
‘management’ being more public
friendly and representative of how
we control deer populations.

Deer stalking was very much
a traditional term associated
with hunting deer on the hill in

Scotland. After World War Il many

ex-servicemen took up the sport,
looking at shooting as a way of
spending fime out in the field —
either alone or with friends — and
comparable to the challenges and
camaraderie they had found during
their military lives.

Deer stalkers, certainly in Europe,
were selecting deer for either antler
quality or the general health of the
herd. Nowadays management is
more about controlling numbers
than improving the quality of the
deer on your ground. A reduction
in numbers will have a beneficial

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE
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GETTING STARTED

find a friend, a contact of a friend, way to gain experience under
. ea or a family member that already the watchful eye of a seasoned
g e game Cg , | stalks and ask if you can join them professional. You can legally use
'L?‘*'r: | ) = _ on one of their outings. This will give their estate rifle, learn safe handling
i you the opportunity to see what is and, if you are lucky, get the
involved and whether you want to opportunity to cull a deer.
pursue the activity as a hobby. As Unfortunately, unless you have
individuals possess varying levels of ~ contacts getting into deer stalking
skill and knowledge, the person you  can prove expensive, depending on
first go out with may be excellent your definition of the term. Paid stalks
to learn from or they may not. vary in price, depending on the
Differentiating between the two will provider, with many people selling
be difficult, but taking the time to do outings for pocket money or to fund
some research should point you in their own sport. Most reputable
the direction of best practice. operators will charge around £150-
Look online at: thedeerinitiative. 200 per outing, which includes the
co.uk. Its Best Practice Guides offer opportunity to cull one deer. Most
very in-depth guidance on the will then charge extra should you
whole deer-management process. want to keep the carcass, as a way
Getting involved with deer and of recouping the income that would
shooting organisations can also be otherwise have come from selling
a good way fo get started, as many it to a game dealer, butcher or
offer introduction days through individual customer.
the year. Alternatively, booking a Other operators will charge an
guided stalk with a reputable estate initial lower fee for the outing and
or deer-stalking company is a great  then a set rate for each animal 3

Stalking at first and
last light offers time to
reflect on a busy life

impact on body weights due to less
stress and competition for food, but
unselective culling won't necessarily
have a positive impact on antler size
and quality.

GETTING STARTED

However we refer to the activity

of hunting deer, getting within
shooting distance and culling a
chosen individual can be interesting,
exciting, rewarding and highly
addictive for those who commit

to it. But while there may well be
high numbers of deer in the UK,
how does one go from being a

total novice to a manager, with
permission over land and the
opportunity to cull deer?

As with most things shooting related,
the best way to get into stalking is to
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culled. While many are reputable,
some may do this because they
don't have sufficient numbers of
deer on their ground to achieve a
successful hunt every time. If you
find yourself going back several
times without getting a shot, then it's
time to move on to a different outfit.

WHAT YOU NEED

As a beginner going out, whether
with a friend, family member or on
a paid stalk, you don’t need any
specific equipment. You can borrow
a rifle on private property as long
as you are aged 17 or over and
the legal owner of that rifle — who
is aged at least 18 — is supervising
you at all times. There is no need for
you to have a firearms certificate.
And while there are plenty of great
clothing options out there, you don't
need to invest in the latest stalking
fashion. Dull-coloured clothing
that is quiet when you move is fine,
as you will generally be stalking
behind the person guiding you.

A peaked or wide brimmed
hat is useful, as you can pull it
down to conceal your face on
the final approach. Depending
on the weather and temperature,
a neckerchief or buff that can be

pulled up over your nose and mouth

Chris’s early é _‘
to left: a fresh faced

pi

Chris, respected stalke

lan Ballard and Chris”
mentor Blue Thomas
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will help conceal you allitile better
if you feel you need it. Gloves will
also help cover your hands while
stalking. Wary deer will be on the
look-out for anything out of the
ordinary and an uncovered face
and hands will stand out a mile.

A good pair of waterproof boots
is essential, although the type may
depend on the sort of ground you
are stalking over. Choose ones with
a good tread, as you don’t want
to slip with a rifle on your back or
twist an ankle. If it’s likely to be wet
or marshy ground, or with lots of
long grass in the summer months,
consider wearing higher boots or
gaiters to avoid filling your boots
and socks with hundreds of spiky
grass seeds.

A pair of binoculars is also
essential, even if not one of the top
brands used by the professionals.
The majority of your stalking time
will be spent looking for, or at, deer,
with the bonus of observing other
wildlife while you're out. Other than
that, you really don't need anything
else to get started, so make some
enquiries and give it a try.

A FINAL THOUGHT

Shooting a large mammal isn't
for everyone. But for many the

experience is far more fulfilling
than bird shooting or plinking a
few rabbits. For many new stalkers
the ability to harvest their own
wild, sustainable, high-quality
meat, which friends and family can
also enjoy, is a major motivation.
Over the next few issues | will dive
deeper into what | consider you
need to know as a novice stc:|||<er,
applying for your FAC, getting
deer-stalking qualifications, what
rifle calibres are best, the kit you
need and more.

Chris Rogers presents the Deer
Management series on the YouTube
Channel ‘Shooting & Country TV'.

If you are interested in stalking with
Chris on the Euston estate and other
areas, email: eustondeerhunting@
yahoo.co.uk H

Scan for the Deer

Management series
on the ‘Shooting &
Country TV’ YouTube

Channel

Close encounters
with deer and other
wildlife are one of
the joys of stalking
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RIFLE TEST

ANSCHUT? 1761 CLASSIC:
RABBITING ROVALTY

With its compact format and crisp trigger, the Anschuitz 1761 provides Bruce Potts
with unmatched reliability and accuracy for some serious vermin control

his new 1761 version
of the Anschitz rimfire
sporter represents
the pinnacle of rimfire
design and accuracy
in a compact hunting
format. It is offered in .22 LR,
22WMR or .17 HMR (on test).
The rifle is configurable in
various formats and styles to
complement the shooter’s end
use and satisfaction. Anschitz

is known for supplying rifles

in both right- and left-handed
options, and the 1761 is also
offered in a variety of stock
designs. | had the traditional-
looking and handling Classic
walnut stock variant on test.

RIFLE SHOOTER

There is also a choice of single-
or two-stage triggers to further
customise the Classic to your own
preferences. You can also choose
among bolt knobs, muzzle thread
pitches, scope mounting options and
even polymer or aluminium trigger
guards. This 1761 is unashamedly
aimed at the real hunter who
appreciates the match-winning
qualities for which Anschiitz is
renowned, condensed into a
no-nonsense compact hunting rifle.

As such, the sleek lines of the
older rounded-profile 54 and 64
rimfire actions have gone, replaced
by the newer, squarer-looking and
compact 1761 design. With the

option of four barrel lengths, you

can fit a sound moderator without
affecting balance.

The whole Classic ethos of
‘lust get the job done’ resounds
in this format. The ambidextrous
ergonomics of the stock, at 36in with
the 18in .17 HMR barrel option on
test, fully exploits the fine handling
qualities of this trim little sporting
rifle. It is ideal for carrying all day,
shooﬁng from a concealed vantage

point or while lamping from a 4x4.
This version is priced at £1,545.

IN DEPTH

| always think the stock is the pivotal
part that either makes or breaks a
rifle design. It is the first thing that
catches your eye and then you
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are drawn in to handle the rifle.
It everything feels perfect, you
are halfway there. At first glance
the Classic stock is just that: a
classic-profiled, straight-combed,

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

MANUFACTURER: Anschiitz
MODEL: 1/761D HB

TYPE: Bolt Action

OVERALL LENGTH: 36.0in

BARREL LENGTH: 18in, /2in UNF muzzle
thread

LENGTH OF PULL: 14.0in

WEIGHT: 2.8kg

FINISH: Blued steel

CALIBRE: .17 HMR (.22 LR and .22 WMR

options)

STOCK: Classic walnut

MAGAZINE: 5-shot detachable
SCOPE MOUNTS: Dovetail or Picatinny

rail option

TRIGGER: 5061D, single-stage, adjustable
PRICE: £1,545

IMPORTER: Viking Arms Ltd

non-adorned, lightweight sporter.
Anschiitz has also used walnut

for more visual appeal, but this
particular example had strength
through tight grain rather than fancy
figuring and colour.

Anschitz tends to stain its stocks,
giving them a characteristic dark
hue that is visually balanced with
laser-cut chequering on the forend

and pistol grip. This is much neater
and more precise than the older
method of cutting. The chequering
was a bit fussy on older models, but
here it is clean and tactile.

The ambidextrous nature of the
stock lends itself to being shot from
either shoulder in the field when you
sometimes need to swap orientation,
regardless of preference, just to
get a shot at a rabbit. Its short
14.0in length of pull allows easy
manipulation from any shooting
angle, which is perfect for the job.

The solid black rubber recoil pad
is very tactile and maintains a grip in
the shoulder, which is handy when
shooting off sticks and when you
need to free your hands to reload
a magazine. The two QD swivel
studs finish off the stock and accept
a sling or bipod fitment. All in all this
is not a winner in the beauty stakes,
but itis all you need for hunting. It
is incredibly tactile and offers really
solid and lightweight handling
characteristics in the field.

If you look into the stock when the

barrelled action is removed, you can

see some very good and precisely

ANSCHUTZ 1761 CLASSIC

A bit of a plain Jane,
but this 1761 Classic
is a formidable
vermin tool

£ At first
glance the
Classic
stock is
just that:
a classic-
profiled,
straight-
combed,
non-
adorned,
lightweight
sporter 77

The straight comb on
the Classic’s walnut
stock is plain but
highly practical

b2
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RIFLE TEST

Three locking lugs give a low 50° bolt lift and a large polymer bolt knob eases manipulation

cut bedding areas. The stock screws
penetrate here and the action sits in
the walnut. A perfect union between
metal and wood will always ensure
consistent accuracy as there is a
solid, flat bedding of the action into
the stock, guaranteeing the highest
precision. An additional integrated
abutment in the flat contact surface
ensures a rock-solid union. And

just to make exira sure, the forend
channel is cut to allow the barrel to
free-float without touching the stock
along its length.

ACTION

The action is where the biggest
changes have occurred with the
infroduction of the 1761 series. It has
a newer styling, blending modern
angular lines into an easy-to-
manufacture and compact overall
design. Anschiitz’s top-notch quality
control remains, with the whole

RIFLE SHOOTER

action being precisely machined
from steel. There is a matt blued
finish, which is practical for hunting
and decent at resisting scratches
and corrosion when wiped over.
On top of the action are 1Tmm
dovetails, with a rear recoil lug cut
out. There is also the option fo fit

a one-piece Picatinny rail, which
will please N/V, thermal and
multispectral scope users.

A generous ejection port cut into
the right side of the 6in receiver
facilitates the removal of a stuck
cartridge or manipulation in the
event of a jam. At the rear on the left
side of the action is the bolt release
lever. Depress it at the front and the
bolt can be removed to clean it and
the bore. A closer look at the bolt
reveals where Anschiitz has made
quite a few changes. There is now
a newer, more compact bolt throw,
in part due fo the repositioning of

The twin extractor claws are

efficient, as are the mid-mounted
bolt handle and slick QPQ finish

the handle to the mid-section of the
4.75in bolt itself.

Common to rimfire rifles, it is still a
rear-locking lug arrangement, with
the large lugs joined to the straight
bolt handle positioned 120° apart.
This rotates to lock the action, while
the front portion stays parallel and
slides within the raceways. This
makes for a very fast and short bolt
throw, with the 1.5in long straight
bolt handle and its tactile plastic
ball knob really helping. You can
choose from a variety of bolt knobs,
including walnut, at extra cost.

The forward section of the bolt
sports twin extractor claws at 3 and
Q o'clock, with a 12 o’clock firing pin
aperture. This really makes sure that
spent cases are exiracted from the
chamber with confidence, and the
firing pin left a good solid indention
on all the case rims tested.

At the rear of the bolt handle is an
elongated bolt shroud that houses
the cocking piece. When cocked, a
small red cocking indicator appears
at the rear. Due to the orientation
of the three locking lugs, bolt lift, as
expected, is very low at about 50°.
Thus the whole cycling of the action
is smooth and effortless, which is
another Anschitz trait.

With the bolt handle now at the
mid-point of the bolt, the whole bolt
handle and knob stay within the
action itself. Only the rear shroud
protrudes, so a fast second shot with
your head still in position on the
stock is not a problem as the bolt will
not hit your face.

Just behind the bolt slot in the
action is the safety mechanism.

This uses a rounded toggle lever
that in the forward position is ‘fire’,
and rearward locks the trigger
mechanism but still allows the

bolt to operate. Importantly, it is
silent, which hunters will certainly
appreciate.

BARREL

There are options for 14, 18, 20 or
24in (.22 LR only) lengths, all with

a medium barrel profile of 19mm.
You can also choose a 2 UNF or
UNEF muzzle thread, along with

a recessed muzzle crown, like
Anschiitz’s target rifles, to protect the
rifling. | had the hunter-friendly 18in
model with a UNF thread. Being

chambered in .17 HMR, it has the

industry-standard 1 in 16in rifling
twist rate. Made from match-grade

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



chrome-moly with honed button
rifling, the interior is precise with
crisp lands. The barrel is fully free-
floated and wears the same matt
bluing as the action areas.

Loading and feeding the
Classic is a breeze with the newer
configuration of the five- or 10-shot
magazines. The magazine is housed
within a larger polymer trigger
guard (aluminium is an option),
and the magazine housing release
catch is easily accessible. The five-
shot magazine supplied has a steel
upper body and a polymer lower
that sticks out of the stock and is
easily grasped for a magazine
change even in the dark.

TRIGGER AND SAFETY

Now we come to the star of the
show, which has always been one
of Anschiitz’s strong points. Anschiitz
has a number of triggers to choose

from, but this model has the two-stage
5061 D unit. It has an adjustable

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

blade that moves fore and aft as well
as side to side from its cylindricall
hanger. A single grub screw tightens
or loosens for adjustment. On my
Lyman Trigger gauge it gave a very
consistent pull weight of 2lb and 8.5
ounces, which no doubt confributes to
the Anschitz's accuracy.

FIELD TEST

| fitted the very capable and
excellent-value Zeiss V4 4-16
x 44mm scope, which not only
achieves good light-transmission but
also offers edge-to-edge clarity, as
expected from a Zeiss scope. Up
front and snugly fitted to the muzzle
thread was the super-efficient A-Tec
Woave sound moderator, which
successfully calmed the supersonic
crack of the HMR rounds.

| chose four typical HMR rounds,
with bullet weights ranging from
15.5-20gr. One was a lead-free
option. After an initial period of
inconsistent availability and case

ANSCHUTZ 1761 CLASSIC

There are 14in to 20in
barrel length options,
but the 18in was
ideal for the little

17 HMR round

A far easier and
quicker magazine
release than in the
older design

flaws, the .17 HMR cartridge has
firmly established itself as a practical
and highly accurate vermin cartridge
in Britain. It is good to see the calibre
being offered in a variety of rifles.

First up was the round that started
the HMR craze. The Hornady 17gr
V-Max load with its red polymer-
tipped projectile was primarily
designed to shoot a flat trajectory
at 2550fps and expand rapidly on
thin-skinned game. In the Classic’s
18in barrel | had a five -shot
average velocity of 2491fps, which
equates to 234ftlb energy. All shots
clustered into 0.816in at 50yd.
That's a great start and shows why
Anschiitz is considered a premium
rimfire rifle maker.

Next up was another 17gr bullet,
the Winchester HV round with its
grey-tipped V-Max projectile. These
grouped info a scant 0.73%in at
50yd at a velocity of 2497fps and
235ftlb energy. They were the ones
| used later on some rabbits.

If you want to go lighter on the
oullet weight and also satisfy the
ead-free ethos, there is the Hornady
NTX (Non-Toxic) round. This shot
slightly higher velocities, as expected
due fo its lighter 15.5gr bullet,
with a velocity of 2522fps and
219f+lb energy. Again, accuracy
was incredibly consistent, with five
shots going into 0.785in. These also
expand exceedingly well and are
great for all types of small game such
as squirrels, crows and rabbits.

Finally, and one of my favourite

17 HMR rounds, was the CC]

GamePoint. It is so called

because it is a departure from the
V-Max frangible format of bullet
construction and offers a more
controlled expanding projectile with
a copper-jacketed bullet, a lead
core and a hollow point. These are
superb for slightly larger game such
as foxes as they penetrate and then
expand, delivering their payload of
kinetic energy into the vitals. | had a

velocity of 2402fps/256f|b and
five shots into 0.6790in. Over all the

ammunition the average group size
for the Classic was an impressive

0./55in.
TRAJECTORY

| always shoot the chosen

ammunition in the test rifle not only

at the original zero range but also

at closer and longer ranges as

rabbits can pop out anywhere. 3
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RIFLE TEST

>, .

| shoot a lot of
rabbits and the Zeiss

V4 and Anschitz
1761 Classic
combination was

deadly in the field
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| used the Winchester 17gr HV

ammo as | had a good quantity
of it and it has always worked for
me. With an average velocity of
24971ps, when zeroed at 50yd

it was -0.67in at 25yd, +0.2] at
/5yd and -0.12in at 100yd and
-2.78in at 150yd if you want to
stretch it a little. At 50yd the velocity
dropped to 2164tps/177ftlb
energy and at 100yd it is down to
18571ps/ 130ttlb, but that s sill

more than a .22 LR at the muzzle.

| test all my hunting rounds
in ballistic wax to ascertain the
true terminal performance. The
Winchester HV is a consistent
round that looks similar to the
other 17gr V-Max bullets. It had
deep start penetration of 1.0in
and then expanded to produce
a wound channel of 47.0ml| with
a total penetration of 4.80in. In
comparison the standard 17gr
Hornady V-Max started out at
a healthy 2517tps for 239f+lb
and then expanded at 0.45in
as it entered the medium. It then
penetrated a total of 5.25in and
dumped its tip within 2in, with
the jacket evenly spread around
the wound channel, which had
a volume of 51.2ml. So the
Winchesters | used are a good
alternative.

The real test, as cl|wc1ys, is in the
field after game. | was after rabbits
ranging from 10-85yd in and

RIFLE SHOOTER

around a dumping ground at the
edge of a farmyard. | positioned
myself downwind against a tree
with the rifle rested on my sticks
and waited patiently. Soon the first
small rabbits appeared and then
the ‘eaters”. | loved how nimble and
agile the Classic was, short and
very light, enabling me to track and
precisely hold the reticle on target
with minimal fuss.

| accounted for 13 rabbits in total,
all headshots. The Classic is accurate
enough to take headshots out to
100yd. The lock time (the time from
trigger pull to the firing pin striking
the rim of the cartridge) on the 1761
action is very fast and really helps

with accuracy. See the video on the
broadswordballistics channel.

CONCLUSIONS

The looks of this 1761 model are
deceptive, as it has no real bells and
whistles. However, for real shooters
who actually use their rifles in the
field and need an accurate and

reliable rimfire, this Classic model

is one of the best. Accuracy was

not in question and the trigger was
sublime. Although the looks are a bit
angular | did appreciate the easier
magazine release when | needed to
make a quick change. Viking Arms
is the new importer, so give them a
call to see the latest models. |

The first outing with the Anschiitz 1761 Classic .17 HMR proved it to be a true hunting/vermin rifle
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HIKMICRO
STELLAR 3.0 SQ50L

Ultra Sensitive 15mK thermal scope captures the finest details

Equipped with a SO0mm lens and 640 thermal sensor with built in ballistic
laser rangefinder, Stellar 3.0 delivers stunning levels of detail for long
range deer stalking and vermin control.
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STELLAR 3.0 SQ50L

640x512 sub 15mk Sensor
HSIS Shutterless technology
3.6x to 26.6x magnification
Up to 2600m detection

£3599.99

Rural Enterprise Champion

Scotland 2024
SCOTTCOUNTRY.CO.UK

01556 50 3587 or 01556 50 3175

Countryside
Alliance
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FIVE OF THE BEST
FORTHE DARK SIDE

Here are some top recommendations that will not only help you see your
guarry more clearly, but also place the shot where it counts

HIKMICRO STELLAR 3.0 SQ50L

The new Hikmicro Stellar 3.0 SQ50L
thermal imaging scope features next-
generation thermal technology,
incorporating an all-new 640x512
thermal sensor with a remarkable sub-
15mK NETD rating. With innovations
including shutterless technology

and an integrated LRF offering a
detection range of up to 2,600m, the
Stellar 3.0 delivers exceptionally
detailed images while maintaining
the traditional look and feel of

a conventional scope. It also
provides access to Hikmicro's
advanced ballistics calculator, which displays the
precise holdover point directly on the reticle. This
enables accurate adjustment for shooting at varying
distances, even in complete darkness or under
challenging conditions such as rain and fog.

Offering 3.6-26.6x magnification, the new high-
definition round display provides an immersive
viewing experience with an exceptionally wide
field of view. The customisable interface presents all
essential information in a format instantly familiar to
users of traditional optical scopes.

Equipped with Image Pro 2.0 technology
and advanced sensors, the Stellar 3.0 employs
intelligent algorithms to enhance image detail.
Shutterless technology replaces the traditional
mechanical shutter, eliminating image freeze and
ensuring you never miss the moment. This innovation
revolutionises thermal shooting by allowing
seamless, uninterrupted use.

Power is supplied by a rechargeable internal
battery and a removable 18650 cell, together
delivering an impressive runtime of up to nine
hours. The display clearly indicates the status of
both internal and external batteries, making power
management straightforward and efficient.

RRP £3,599.99
HIKMICROTECH.COM

RIFLE SHOOTER

hether it is night-time foxing or deer management, a quality thermal imaging
scope enables you to make the most of every opportunity when controlling
populations is a necessity. In the fast-moving world of thermal sensors and laser
rangefinders (LRF) it is important to make an informed decision, especially as
they present a hefty investment. Here we give you the tech-spec on five of our
favourites, each of which could make you a more efficient hunter.

HIKMICRO STELLAR 3.0 SXG60L

The Hikmicro Stellar 3.0 SX60L
LRF incorporates the company’s
most advanced thermal imaging
sensor to date, delivering a
resolution of 1280x1024 pixels
with sub-18mK NETD sensitivity,
combined with a 60mm

f1.0 lens and an integrated
ballistic LRF. The result is an
exceptionally detailed, high-
resolution thermal image.

With a detection range
of up to 3,100m and a
magnification of 2.5-
28.5x, the SX60L LRF
provides outstanding long-
range capability, higher
magnification and minimal
image pixelation.

Built around Hikmicro’s premium
high-resolution sensor, the SX60L LRF redefines
what is achievable with a thermal imaging
scope. The technology not only enables clear
identification of animals but also provides the
shooter with excellent visibility of the wider
surroundings and background.

The discreetly integrated 1,000m LRF is
housed within the scope’s front objective lens,
enabling accurate distance measurement without
compromising the traditional profile of your rifle.
The built-in ballistics calculator then projects the
correct holdover point onto the reticle, allowing
precise adjustment for distance.

Image Pro 2.0 technology uses advanced
algorithms to enhance detail and clarity.

The SX60L is powered in the same way as the
SX50L and also gives a runtime of up to nine
hours. Again, display shows the charge status of
both power sources seporote|y.

RRP £4,999.99
SCOTTCOUNTRY.CO.UK
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NOCPIX ACE H50R

The Nocpix Ace H50R thermal riflescope
is equipped with a next-generation sensor
that delivers outstanding image quality
and detail, particularly at long ranges,
with a smooth, natural-looking 60Hz
frame rate. Featuring an integrated 1,200m
ballistic LRF and the advanced Reality+
and Vision+ systems, it is fitted with a
50mm f0.9 lens that provides 3-24x
maghnification and a detection range

of up to 2,600m, making it an excellent
choice for foxing and vermin control.

The Ace offers a wide selection of reticles and
colour palettes, with white hot, black hot and green
proving especially effective in the field. Zeroing is
straightforward thanks to the freeze mode, which
allows the shooter to make simple adjustments by
aligning the secondary cross with the bullet's point
of impact and saving the new setting. Multiple gun
profiles can also be stored, enabling the unit to be
reliably transferred between rifles without any loss
of zero.

Practical design features further enhance
usability. Small fins on the objective lens make focus
adjustments quick and effortless from a shooting
position, while power is provided by an internal
rechargeable battery, supported by a single 18650
cell as a reliable backup.

RRP FROM £3,579
UK.HAWKEOPTICS.COM

THERMAL IMAGING SCOPES

Achieving a game-changing
thermal performonce through a
highly sensitive 1024x768, 12um,
<35mK NETD thermal sensor, the
Thermion features a brand-new
60mm germanium objective

lens that provides outstanding
thermal detection, capable

of spotting the smallest heat
source at distances reaching
2800m. With its premium

HD thermal sensor, 2.5x

base magnification and

11.7° field of view,

targets big and smalll

and at long and short

ranges appear crystal clear,
making it a truly versatile scope.

A built-in precision LRF can provide valuable
distance data at up to 800m with an accuracy of
+1m. Additional features include a Bluetooth remote
control, built-in video recorder and compatibility
with Pulsar’s Stream Vision 2 and Stream Vision
Ballistics apps.

A removable, rechargeable APS3 battery pack
offers up to seven hours of battery life and a spare
battery is included, which means you can keep
hunting through the day and night.

RRP £5,599.95
THOMASJACKS.CO.UK

PULSAR THERMION 2 LRF XLG0O

ATN MARS 5 LRF

ATN’s latest Mars 5 series

represents d revol utionary step
forward in thermal scope design,
offering more power, up to 64GB
of onboard memory, and the
very latest sensor technology. The
scope is equipped with a high-
resolution OLED display, delivering
deeper blacks and richer colours,
supported by upgraded lenses
and advanced 12pm technology.
Enhanced algorithms and a new
quad-core processor ensure
exceptional image quality and
razor-sharp resolution in both day
and night conditions.

Designed to mount on standard
30mm rings, the Mars 5 features a
sleeker profile than its predecessors

-

_ @ Mars5

and provides a comfortable 20mm of eye relief. An LRF, discreetly integrated on the side of the unit, works

seamlessly with the internal ballistics calculator to deliver extraordinary precision at distances of up to 1,000yd.
With a battery life of up to 10 hours, the Mars 5 is built for extended use in the field. lts recoil-activated video

function ensures you never miss the moment, automatically capturing footage from 10 seconds before the shot

to five seconds after, even if you forget to press record. What's more, the innovative Dual Stream Video feature

allows you to live stream your hunts via wi-fi while recording them, ensuring every detail is preserved and shared.

RRP £2,999.99
ATNEU.COM

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

RIFLE SHOOTER

53



. BODDINGTON ON

/" BRITISH BUCKS ..

54

.

A renowned hunter and a classic rifle unite
to pursue roebuck in Berkshire. Simon K Barr

reports from the field

here are few
pleasures greater
than seeing a spring
dawn breaking over
England’s green and
pleasant land, the
dew-kissed fields stretching
before you and the prospect of
a decent old buck - particularly
when you are in the company
of one of the world’s most
accomplished hunters. My recent
trip with American hunting
legend Craig Boddington in the
rolling downland near Newbury
provided exactly this magical
combination, along with some
fascinating insights into the
behaviour of our native roe
deer that challenged
conventional wisdom.

RIFLE SHOOTER

The stalking ground lay in the
heart of Berkshire, quintessentially
English countryside, where
chalk downlands meet ancient
woodlands and agriculture
has shaped the landscape for
centuries. The Berkshire Downs
extend southward here, their gentle
undulations providing perfect
habitat for roe, muntjac and
fallow, with a mix of open arable
land interspersed with copses,
thick hedgerows, and remnant
woodlands that trace their lineage
back to the great forests that once
covered southern England.

May in England was unusually
dry this year. For the six weeks
preceding our frip there was barely
a drop of rain — most unusual for
a country where discussing the

weather is a national pastime. The
drought had left the ground firm
underfoot, creating ideal stalking
conditions. The spring vegetation,
although late, was still lush and
verdant, providing excellent cover
for our quarry, while the wide
prairie-like fields offered clear
opportunities to stalk stealthily
along hedgerows into safe
shooting positions.

Alex Nielson, our guide and
one of the most knowledgeable
stalkers in the UK, revealed his
intimate understanding of this
particular patch of countryside. His
knowledge extended far beyond
simply knowing where deer might
be found; he understood their
daily rhythms, preferred feeding
areas and, most importantly for our
purposes, where specific mature
bucks hung out. This intelligence had
all been gathered through many
hours of observation and a network
of trail cameras.
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CRAIG BODDINGTON

HARDWARE
Craig had chosen the perfect rifle

Craig admires the
Rigby’s workmanship
and stunning walnut

but rather for the breadth, difficulty

and ethical standards of a hunter’s

lifetime achievements.
Yet for all his international
adventures, Craig retains a deep

&€ His

for our hunt: a Rigby Highland
Stalker chambered in .275 Rigby.

This rifle represents the modern

appreciation for simpler and more hunting incarnation of the classic sporting
traditional hunting pursuits. It had expeditions rifles that made Rigby's reputation in
been nearly a decade since we have quite the early 20th century and used by
last stalked roebuck together In literally such |egendc:ry hunters as Kc:lromoiq
the UK, that time in neighbouring spanned Bell and Jim Corbett. Featuring a
Hampshire. It was real joy to the globe, stunning walnut stock with hand-cut
have him back in Britain again. taking chequering and traditional Rigby
His enthusiasm for our native roe him to 56 pattern iron sights, it weighed 7.8lb.
deer remained undimmed, and his countriesin  With its 22in barrel, the Highland
respect for all flora and fauna was pursuit of Stalker embodied everything that
evident. A true gentleman and still a some 300 makes British sporting rifles special.
MAN OF DISTINCTION student of the animals. species.J) We could have used a plastic rifle to  »3

To hunt with Craig Boddington is
to share the field with one of the
most storied hunters ever to live.

A former US Marine Colonel who
served with distinction in the Gulf
War and Kuwait, Craig has written
over 5,000 magazine articles and
authored 31 books on hunting

and shooting, published across six
continents. His hunting expeditions
have quite literally spanned the
globe, taking him to 56 countries
in pursuit of some 300 species.

He has achieved virtually every
hunting milestone imaginable,
including Africa’s Big Five, 100
cape buffalo and all nine principal
spiral-horned antelopes, and holds
both the Capra Super 30 and Ovis
Super 20, along with multiple North
American grand slams.

Craig also won the highly
prestigious Weatherby Award in
2017, an accolade not given for a
specific number of animals hunted,

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM




STALKING

Craig and Alex with
a nice six-point buck
taken in open ground

the same end, but it would not have
put so much of a smile on Craig’s,
Alex’s, or my face.

The .275 Rigby is one and the
same calibre as the 7x57 Mauser,
developed in 1892 but rebranded

for the British market in 1907 when
John Rigby & Co. recognised that

a metric designation might have
less appeal among their British

customers than an Imperial moniker.

The 7x57 had also been used

56 RIFLESHOOTER

against the British in the Boer War,
so it made great sense to rebrand
and also use the Rigby name, which
was so synonymous with adventure
and hunting. It is one of the few
cartridges with two names and
can be shot out of rifles proofed
for either. This underlines the deep
partnership between Mauser and
Rigby that goes back well over 100
years and is has been consolidated
since 2012, when both companies
became part of the Blaser Group.

Rigby modernised the cartridge
for sporting purposes, loading both
solid and expanding 140gr spitzer
bullets, with their 1924 catalogue
claiming a muzzle velocities of
3,000fps. The Highland Stalker
Craig used was the High Velocity
variant, optimised for 140gr bullets
through a modified throat design
that gave superior accuracy with
these lighter projectiles.

For our roe stalking, Craig opted
for Hornady 140gr soft point
ammunition. The combination

of moderate velocity, reliable
expansion and excellent accuracy
made this load perfectly suited to the
ranges and shooting opportunities
we were likely to encounter.

The rifle was topped with a Leica
Fortis 1.8-12x42i scope in the glossy
edition. Each glossy Fortis riflescope

is hand-polished for 1.5 hours,

making it genuinely one of a kind.
With a vintage Leica badge and its
retro look, it was a perfect match for
the Highland Stalker, but with all the
benefits of modern optics and an
illuminated reticle.

For rangefinding duties, not that
the shots were likely to be further
than 200m, | had lent Craig my
Leica 8x32 Geovid Pro binoculars
in olive green. These are so compact
compared with their larger sibling,
the 10x42 Geovid Pro. | would
rather sacrifice a marginal amount
of last-light optical performance

to have something so compact.
They are my favourite rangefinding
binoculars of all | have ever owned.

NATIVE SPECIES

Roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) are
one of only two deer species truly
native to Britain, the other being

red deer. Archaeological evidence
dates their presence back to the
Mesolithic period, between 6,000
and 10,000 years BCE. During the
late medieval period British roe deer
populations were severely reduced,
probably as a result of overhunting
and deforestation, with populations
confined largely to parts of
Scotland by the 16th century. They

are now the most wide-ranging
deer species in Britain, with a
population estimated at over
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800,000 individuals and growing

at approximately 2.3% per year.

Roe deer are relatively small,
standing 24-30in at the shoulder
and measuring 33-55in in length,
with weights typically ranging from
18-48 pounds for adults. Males are
distinguished by their short, erect
antlers, which normally feature three
points (tines) on each side when
fully developed.

One of the most fascinating
aspects of roe deer biology is their
unique antler cycle. Unlike most
cervids, roe deer cast their antlers
in autumn (October-December,
peaking in November) and regrow
them during winter, with velvet

being shed in mid-February/March.

This means they carry hard antlers
throughout spring and summer —
exactly when we were stalking
them. The antler cycle involves
complex hormonal regulation, with
testosterone levels playing a crucial
role in growth, mineralisation and
eventual shedding.

During the rut, which is from mid-
July to late August, bucks become
highly territorial and aggressive,
defending their territories and
competing for access to does. After
mating, females delay implantation
of the fertilised egg until January,
ensuring that young are not born
during the harsh winter months. Two
white -spotted scentless kids are
typically born to each doe in May.

In England and Wales, roe
stalking operates under strict
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seasonal regulations. The season

for bucks runs from 1 April to 31
October, while for does it is 1
November to 31 March. That means
the species can be hunted all the
year round.

THE HUNT

Our hunt consisted of three outings,
each beginning at 4:00am as
May'’s lengthy daylight hours
demand. At 51 ° north latitude,
dawn breaks remarkably early

in late spring, and roe deer are
most active during these precious
golden hours when the world mostly
belongs to hunters and deer alone.

Alex’s knowledge proved
invaluable, but it also challenged
some fundamental assumptions
about roe deer behaviour.
Conventional wisdom suggests
that they prefer woodland edges
and thick cover, seeking security
in the dappled shadows beneath
the canopy. However, Alex’s
observations over many seasons
had revealed a fascinating pattern
that contradicted this belief.

“The larger, more mature bucks
are consistently found in open
fields rather than woodland,”

Alex explained as we glassed
across a promising piece of arable
land. “It seems counterintuitive
given that the fields offer less

but the evidence is

cover,
overwhelming. Woodland bucks

take approximately a year longer to
reach the same size and consistently

CRAIG BODDINGTON

develop smaller skulls than their
field-dwelling counterparts.”

This observation makes biological
sense. Open agricultural land
typically offers richer nutrition than
woodland browse, particularly
during the growing season. The
high-protein crops and varied
plant species available in field
margins provide the building blocks
necessary for antler development
and good body condition. While
woodland offers security, it comes
at the cost of nutritional quality, a
trade -off that larger bucks seem
instinctively to understand.

The stalking itself was everything
one could hope for on English
downland. We moved carefully
through the early morning
landscape using every fold in the
ground, every hedgerow and every
copse to mask our approach to the
mature bucks we had glassed. The
firm, dry conditions allowed us to
move with unusual stealth, while
the lush spring vegetation provided
excellent cover.

Our patience and persistence
were rewarded with encounters
with four mature bucks across the
three outings. While none achieved
medal-class proportions, each
represented a worthy wall-hanging
trophy and a successful culmination
to carefully planned stalks.

Of particular note was one buck
that sported fascinating malformed
antlers, an unusual asymmetry that

delighted Craig.
MEDICAL INTERVENTION

What made our hunt even more
remarkable was Craig's recent
medical history. Just a week

before arriving in England he

had undergone cataract surgery,

a procedure that transformed

his vision overnight. “The clouds
have lifted,” he remarked with
obvious delight during one of our
morning stalks, explaining how

the surgery had restored clarity he
hadn’t experienced in years. This
renewed vision had rekindled his
enthusiasm for using iron sights on a
forthcoming African hunt, something
he had reluctantly abandoned
several years earlier as his eyesight
deteriorated.

At 73 years of age, Craig’s speed
of target acquisition and precision
of shot placement were nothing
short of extraordinary. His ability
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to quickly assess the safety of a
situation, find his mark in the scope
and deliver precisely placed shots
was a masterclass in field shooting.
Years of experience, combined with
recently restored vision created a
formidable combination.

Perhaps even more impressive
was watching Craig handle the
right-handed Highland Stalker as
a left-handed shooter. His ability
to reload and cycle the bolt with
his left hand was quite remarkable
to observe, a fluid, practiced
motion that spoke of decades of

adaptation. When | asked him about

this unusual technique, Craig smiled

and explained that he'd been forced

to develop this skill over the years

simply because left-handed versions

of many rifle models simply aren't
available. “You learn to adapt,” he
said with characteristic pragmatism,
“especially when you hunt all over
the world with different rifles.”

Roe deer present both challenges
and opportunities for British
countryside management. While
they can cause considerable
damage to young woodlands
and agricultural crops through
browsing, many landowners and
rural industries use deer stalking
and venison sales as supplementary
income. Modern management
strategies emphasise the need
to balance sustainable deer
populations with environmental
needs, with culling levels of 15-25%
typically sufficient to prevent
population increases in most British
roe deer populations.

Our stalking trip represented
exactly this type of sustainable
management. Each buck taken was
carefully selected based on age,
condition and contribution to overall
herd health. None were young
animals with their best years ahead
of them. All were mature individuals
whose removal would benefit the
overall population structure.

REFLECTIONS

As our hunt drew to a close, we
reflected on the unique pleasures

of roe stalking in the English
countryside, particularly with a

nice rifle. There's something deeply
satistying about pursuing our native
deer in their ancestral homeland,
something that connects us to
centuries of British sporting tradition.

RIFLE SHOOTER

The combination of challenging
stalks, beautiful countryside, perfect
weather, a walnut stock and
exceptional company had made this
about as good as it gets.

Craig's enthusiasm reminded
me why roe stalking holds such
a special place in the hearts of
hunters the world over. These are
not exotic trophies from distant
lands, but are our own deer in our
own countryside. This simple fact
somehow makes the achievement all
the more meaningful.

Rigby’s Highland Stalker
performed perfectly throughout,
proving that the marriage of
traditional design with modern
manufacturing techniques
can produce sporting rifles of
exceptional quality. Life is too short
for poor-quality rifles. Similarly the
Leica optics had demonstrated why
they remain the gold standard for
serious hunters worldwide.

Perhaps most importantly, Alex’s
insights into roe deer behaviour
had challenged my preconceptions
and deepened my understanding
of these remarkable animals. The
know|edge that mature bucks
choose open fields over woodland
security reveals the decisions these
animals make in their daily lives,

This malformed buck
was Craig’s highlight
of the trip

prioritising nutrition over immediate
safety in their quest for dominance
and reproductive success.

As we gralloched the final buck
and loaded it info Alex’s truck, we
watched the sun climb higher over
the Berkshire downs. | was reminded
once again why pursuing roe deer
offers such enduring appeal and
why | love sharing my native UK at
its spring finest. W
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Diggory Hadoke sums up the debate over
big game calibres. Is raw power or precise
penetration the more effective approach to

executing a lethal shot?

he attraction of
very heavy double-
rifle calibres has
always featured in
the conversations of
collectors and hunters.
When tackling dangerous
game in situations where one’s
life may literally be at stake
in an encounter with a big,
dangerous, angry animal, the
thinking goes that if big is good,
bigger must be better.

Like many such feats of reasoning,
it has its basis in truth. Throwing a
ping-pong ball at someone’s head

as hard as you can will have litile
effect, Throwing a cricket ball with
the same amount of effort will result
in a serious injury or worse. That

being true, the same must be true of
projectiles fired from rifles.

Clearly the same principle does
extend into the realm of firearms.
Anyone doubting that might try

RIFLE SHOOTER

hunting a Cape buffalo with a .22
rimfire. There is a reason nobody
ever does that.

However, selecting the ideal
hunting cartridge and projectile is far
more complicated than the simple
principle of a big one beating a small
one. Early big-game hunters went
through these calculations. In the
days of black powder and relatively
low-velocity projectiles, hunters
bought the biggest rifle they could
get and fired the biggest |ump of
lead they could handle at the biggest
African and Asian quarry, such as
Cape buffalo, elephant and gaur.

We still occasionally see these
behemoths in gun collections and
auctions, from short-barrelled four-
bore muskets, like the one used by
Sir Samuel White Baker for elephant
and rhino, to the more sophisticated
out still brutal double eight-bore
nhammer rifles that Holland &

Holland made in the 18 80:s.

SMOKELESS POWER

Cordite changed all that for a while.
When it was introduced it gave rise
to a revolution in thinking about
calibre and quarry. The arrival of
cordite af the end of the 19th century
was accompanied by the rise of the
magazine rifle. Where previously
hunters had invariably chosen a

big projectile moving relatively
slowly to batter their quarry at close
range, they now had multishot rifles
capable of much greater accuracy,
longer effective range and better
penetration due to the speed at
which they propelled their bullets.

Bullet technology was quick to
adapt, as soft lead would fragment
or mushroom too much to penetrate
thick skinned, heavily muscled
animals. Harder alloys and the
incorporation of metal jackets or
steel or brass fips he|ped ensure
the necessary weight retention and
penetration to make full use of the
power of cordite.

Soon hunters in Africa were using
.303, .275, .256 and other small
calibre magazine rifles to hunt alll
manner of dangerous game with
very impressive results. The belief

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



was that penetration was the key to
success. A big bull elephant could
take an ill-placed quarter pound
ball of lead and run away but would
immediately succumb to a 170gr
solid bullet in the brain or heart.

Theoretically that is absolutely
correct. However, in practice
that kind of precision is very hard
to achieve without an intimate
knowledge of biology and the
specific location of the vital organs
of a wide variety of animals — as
well as the skill, experience and
composure to place the shot.

The terrain, climate and
unpredictability of African hunting
added countless complications,
and the result was a lot of dead
hunters who wounded dangerous
animals with their little rifles and then
found that they were not effective in
stopping a charge.

The concept of a ‘stopping rifle’
returned. More correctly we might
say it endured, as there had always
pbeen a debate between those who
velieved in power and those who
oelieved in precision.

t may be possible to kill a standing
buttalo at 100yd with a heart shot
from a .303, but if it is charging you

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

head down and you have to take
the shot at 10yd you want something
much bigger. For this reason no
African country will now allow the
hunting of dangerous game with a
rifle calibre smaller than .375.

Given that most sport hunters
in Africa now aim to get as close
to their quarry as possible, a big
double is again the weapon of
choice for those who can afford
one. But that brings us back to the
age-old conundrum we faced at the
beginning of this article. Is bigger
always better?

IN PRACTICE

The question arose when | was
hunting with Michael, a friend

from Texas. We had first hunted
together in Botswana in 2007, and
subsequently in Tanzania. Michael
had also spent some time hunting
in Zimbabwe. Each of these hunts
had included dangerous game -
mainly Cape buffalo and elephant.
Michael had used a .470 Manton
double boxlock for the first elephant
hunt, a .577 double Westley
Richards drop-lock for the second

and a .470 Westley Richards drop-
lock in Zimbabwe.

CALIBRE CONSIDERATIONS

When we met at Dallas Satari
Club and discussed the upcoming
elephant hunt with PH Grant,
Michael was wondering which
rifle to take — the .577 or the .470.
Somewhat to my surprise, Grant
said he would prefer Michael
to take the smaller option. In his

double-rifle

experience, he explained, he found
that the .470 bullet more reliably
penetroted when body shots

were taken on elephant. Michael
accepted his advice and took the

470. With it he killed a very big,
old bull elephant.

| talked this through with the MD

of one of our great rifle builders. He

has decades of experience shooting
elephant and disagreed, very much
preferring the .577 having used it
successfully on numerous occasions.
The debate appears sure to
continue. Some take reassurance
from raw power and others believe
in the benefits of a lighter rifle. The
ballistic data might sway some, but
mostly the decision is more personal.
The old cliché “use enough
gun” is certainly rooted in bitter
experience, but how much is
‘enough gun’. Perhaps we will never
really settle on a definitive answer. B
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A beautiful Westley
Richards drop-lock
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BALANCING ACT

BASC deer advisor
James Sutcliffe notes
that UK governments
widely support the
management of deer
numbers, and stresses
that recreational
stalkers have an
important role to play
in this

here is so much
going on in the world
of deer stalking.
Given that all of it
is important and
interesting, it's a job
knowing where to begin. | think
the ideal place to start would be
with a general overview of the
current state of play in the world
of deer management.

| would hazard a guess that it
won't come as much of a surprise
to the readers of this magazine that
deer numbers in the UK are on the
increase, as are their ranges across
our countryside. There are many
people who think this is fantastic, but
| find myself constantly reminding

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

people of the bigger picture — that
when deer numbers reach a certain
level, everything starts to suffer.

The environment and habitat
the deer live in takes an absolute
battering from the onslaught of
hungry ruminants. This causes huge
damage to our native flora and has
devastating impacts on our timber
and agriculture industries. These
habitats then become unsuitable for
a wide array of animals and insects
greatly lowering the biodiversity of
these afflicted areas. Then there’s
the effect on the deer themse|ves,
which if left to their own devices will
overpopulate, over compete for
food and begin the painfully slow
path of starvation and disease that
eventually creeps in.

How have we got into this state?
In short, because there are more
deer roaming our woods and
fields than there has been in living
memory and no natural predators to
keep them in balance. It's therefore
up to us as deer stalkers and
managers to prevent all the above
from happening.

When we look at other
branches of the shooting industry,
from gamebird release and
driven shooting to grouse moor
management and wildfowling,

—

there’s an ever-growing list of threats
intended to licence and restrict our
way of life.

Let's compare this with the
management of our nation’s deer,
where there is wide recognition and
support for our actions across the
UK'’s devolved governments. Not
only are these bodies fully on board
with deer management, recognising
and supporting the vital work we
carry out, but they actively provide
grant money fo support that work
in certain areas of woodland. Even
some of the most outspoken of anti-
shooters have publicly expressed
their support for deer management. It
really is an important job that we do
every time we head out with a rifle.

The focus now has to be
on getting on top of our deer
populations nationally. This is not
just a job for the professional deer
managers out there; every one of
us who goes deer stalking has a
part to play. In fact the majority of
deer culled in this country are by
the thousands of ‘recreational’ deer
stalkers. Here at BASC we work
hard to ensure that those in power
understand that they will not achieve

the increase in the national cull that
is required without the efforts of all
deer stalkers. B
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After his trip for mountain goats, Alex Hatton is off to help with a muntjac plague

fter our
successful goat
hunt in Wales we
loaded up the
vehicle for a trip
to Lincolnshire.
| have visited this ground before
and know how plagued it is
by muntjac. The situation is not
helped by the fact that stalkers
Chris, Sarbijit and Pete are only
allowed access outside the
pheasant season.

| and two of Sarbjit’s friends were
more than happy to do our bit now

that the pheosclnt season had ended
and get their cull off to a good start.
lt was to be ‘shoot on sight’. We
arrived a little later than planned,

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

but in time for an evening stalk. Chris
guided Heini and me, while Sarbjit
was with Sebastian.

The weather front we had
experienced in Wales had passed,
but there was a second due to arrive
late on Sunday. For now the sun
was out but would soon dip below
the trees. We kitted up and walked
down the fields towards the large
ancient woodland in the middle of
the estate.

On my first scan with the thermal,
at around 120m from the woodland
edge, | picked up my first muntjac.
A buck and a doe were grazing
along the edge of the woodland.
Heini, as the foreign visitor, was first
up. Well versed in using Viper-Flex

&€& The

only way
out was via
the door, so
I worked
my way
round and
inside )

Styx, he was up on them in seconds,
scanning left and right to try to pick
up the deer.

Seeing them on the thermal is one
hing, but these two were just into
the woodland and among some
thick brambles. It took another five
minutes before they moved into

—

an opening and as soon as the
first one got clear of a low fence,
Heini squeezed the trigger and the
muntjac dropped on the spot. It was
a representative buck with both teeth
intact, which was seemingly a rare
thing on this ground as these guys
like to fight.

Heini immediately got to work
gralloching the buck, and while he
worked | continued to scan for more 13
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Heini and Chris scan the cover ahead with thermals

animals. Previous experience here was contained in the pen and the to walk across the pen, scanning
had taught me that a gunshot did only way out was via the door, so | regularly with the thermal, and she
not bother them, probably due to the worked my way round and inside. just stood still. Georgie, my tracking
amount of shotgun shooting during It was only as | entered the pen that dog, stood by me pointing, but still |
the season. We were just outside she showed signs of being aware of struggled to pick out a shape. | got
a pheasant pen, long since empty my presence. Instead of barrelling to within 15m with the scope wound
and with the door open. | scanned towards me, she stepped into some right down, and got on the sticks.
around, panning to the pen, and dense brambles. If | got any closer the doe would
sudden|y picked out some heat in lt was the perfect strategy. | sure|y bolt and go stroight past me.
the corner. could not pick out her shape with | allowed Georgie to take a more

lt was a heavily pregnant doe, the scope, despite having a very few steps, which was all it took to
grazing as if we were not there. She clear picture in the thermal. | started make the doe nervous enough to
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take a step forwards, exposing her
shoulder, and | immediately took the

shot. The .30-06 did its job perfecily.

By the time we had cleaned the
two deer, the sun had dipped and
we called it a day. Sebastian had
also been successful with a single
buck he had taken at the other end
of the estate. Three down on the first
stalk was a brilliant start, but with
another weather front imminent, we
would have to see how the next 24
hours went.

ANOTHER DAY

Next morning the three of us went
to meet Chris and his son Pete near
the ground. Pete left with Sebastian,

while Heini and | went on with Chris.

We actually made it into the wood
this time without spotting a deer. We
stalked up to a crossroads without
seeing a single deer, before Chris
decided he would take Heini one
way and gave me a route to follow
in the opposite direction.

It was not long before the muntjac
woke up and started to cross the

-----
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Rifle on the Viper-Flex Styx ready for action
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track behind and in front of me.
| watched a doe come through
the woods and stop by a tree, just
showing her head. With no shot
possible | used the cover of trees to
close the gap a litle and pursue her
into the woods so that | could limit
the clutter between us.

| got to a small bank, got the
rifle up on the sticks, and started to
shimmy out from behind the tree to
change the angle so that | had more
of a target. She was fairly relaxed
and unaware of my presence, and
before | knew it | had enough of her
shoulder to take the shot. She folded
in a heap. | struggled to find her, but
Georgie had got a good fix on her
position and soon picked her up.

| started to gralloch her, but
before | had even opened her up
completely Georgie spotted more
movement and was transfixed on
another muntjac quartering fowards
us. | reloaded the rifle, got up on the
sticks once more and took the shot
at 40m, adding another doe to the
tally. It never ceases to amaze me

&€ I moved
left and
right up
and down
the track
trying to
see part of
the deer 77

#

MUNTJAC HUNT

how one stalk can be quite tricky
and on the next the deer are given
to you on a plate.

They were both close to the track,
so | got them into a position where
we could extract them a little later. In
the other direction | heard the crack
of the rifle and what sounded like
a solid thump. | later found out that
Heini had taken his second buck of
the trip, which was odd as | hadn't
even pointed my rifle at one.

| headed down a narrow grass
ride. The trees were younger,
allowing more light onto the track
and making the grass an attractive
area. Within a few seconds |
picked up an animal standing in
thick brambles. Whatever | tried |
could not see it through the scope,
despite having a clear thermal
image. | moved left and right up
and down the track trying to see
part of the deer, but although it was
very aware of my presence it was
not bothered until | took one step
towards it, whereupon it ran off
without looking back.

_____
S -

Alex’s first muntjac doe of the trip — and there were plenty more to come
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through it and we went down the
middle. There was dense bramble
either side, so we were hoping for
something to be grazing on it or
to cross the track in front of us. The
minute | put my thermal to my eye,
a muntjac buck stepped out and
% started grazing 150m away. Heini

i ’e’. 3 e == was on to it quickly and dropped
: S oo 2% it. We finished the loop but did not
AR T NS ERa spot another deer.

Sebastian had had success
with two more bucks. We said our
goodbyes to Chris and Pete and
went off for some lunch. We met
Sarbjit before dusk and went to
a deer-fenced area of the estate
where there was a lot of tree
planting. As we arrived we could
see muntjac passing freely through
the fencing. Sebastian and | sat
at one end of the woodbnc, In a
highseat, while Heini and Sarbijit
stalked the other end.

The rain did not stop and the
wind had picked up, which was
certainly having an effect on the
deer. They were sitting in the thick
covers, vocalising and not moving
at all. In front of us a buck moved
backwards and forwards inside
the cover, not even showing on
thermal. The wind was swirling,
and it was not |c>ng before he gof
a whiff of us and went out of the
back of the cover.

Then Heini yet again got in the
right p|c:1ce to see a small buck
come out the thick cover at last
light and took him. | thoroughly
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Chris extracts Heini’s buck

| walked on towards a small my eye. | looked round and saw enjoyed a change of scenery
bridge at a crossroads. Georgie two does, one a follower, walking and a chance to shoot one of our
had picked up a smell on our right directly towards me. | went for the smallest and tastiest deer. We had
and was staring in the direction the youngster first, expecting the older been very successful over the three
wind was blowing from. | knew she doe to run away, but she just stood, stalks, taking a good number and
had not seen the deer, so | brought feet planted on the spot, so | took doing our bit to assist with the cull.
the thermal up and picked up yet her as well. The three stalkers here rec1||y do
another doe that was walking and Although muntjac are not heavy, have their work cut out to get on
grazing towards us. | did not need | now had six to extract and it took top of these deer in a limited time.
to move; | just waited for it to take me a little more time than | had Unlike our herding species, which
several steps towards me before | originally anticipated. Heini had are more sensifive to pressure,
stopped it in its tracks. shot just one, so we went fo check these deer just seem to thrive

| gralloched it and left it on the out another woodland to see if we despite the human presence. As
track. | had another 30 minutes could find him another. | travelled back home, dropping
before we were due to meet back Heini and Sebastian at the
where we storted, so | carried on PARTING SHOTS airport, the half dozen carcasses
down the narrowing track. Just as The rain was now constant as we in the back of my truck got me
| decided | would turn around, | parked up a few miles away. This thinking about the summer of
caught movement out the corner of woodland had a series of paths cut BBQs ahead. H
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‘ve always dreamed of
sharing Africa with my
daughters. The continent has
held my heart for decades,
but finding the right place to
introduce two young girls

to its wonders (and to hunting)
proved more challenging than
I'd imagined. While I'm perfectly
content in a tent surrounded

by nothing but roars and bush
sounds, | knew that wouldn’t

be the gentle introduction
seven-and nine-year-olds
needed. What | was searching
for seemed almost impossible:

RIFLE SHOOTER

a place that combined quality
hunting opportunities with
family-friendly comfort, where
my wife and children could
be active participants rather
than mere spectators. Then |
discovered Royal Thabane,
tucked into the undulating
bushveld of South Africa’s
Limpopo Province.

This luxury safari lodge, the
shared vision of Alex and Danielle
McDonald, delivered something

I'd begun to think didn't exist. Alex,

descended from a long line of
respected conservation hunters,

brings the kind of quiet authority
that comes not just from experience,
but from purpose. His commitment
to increasing and rehabilitating the
property by clearing thick bush and
opening up plains has transformed
Royal Thabane into a rare gem in
southern Africa.

What struck me immediately was
how different this felt from other
hunting lodges. We weren't there
five minutes before my girls were off
with Danielle, tracking animals and
learning about spoor. This wasn't a
case of keeping the kids entertained
while the grown-ups went off to

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE
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hunt. The whole experience was
immersive for them — exactly what
'd hoped to find.

“We want children to grow up
understanding these animals, the
ecosystem and the role of ethical
hunting within it,” Danielle explained
to me. “That starts with being out
there, feet on the ground, seeing it

for themselves.”
L -

L gy Boois R PERFECT BASE
L - e 1 R g The lodge itself provided the perfect
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B A

 Cate

e | SNSRI V2 OERUTIEIRRIEEDER base for our family adventure.
Suibipes amiriendly iing Elegantly understated, with
-with quality hunting . o
g stonework and timber blending into 3
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FAMILY SAFARI
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Experiencing the wonders of Africa as a family

the landscape, it offered the comfort
knew would make this African
pbaptism gentle rather than jarring.
rivate suites with wide verandas
overlooking the bushveld, outdoor
showers, and that essential element
for travelling with children — a pool
— meant that my wife and daughters
could relax between adventures.
But Royal Thabane is no mere
luxury retreat; the game drives here
are anything but passive affairs.
My daughters learned to track,
identify birds and plants and even
follow blood trails, always at their

An abundance of game made every
outing a rewarding adventure
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own pace, under expert guidance.
The abundance of game made
every outing rewarding, from early
morning sightings of leopards and
giraffes to the countless wildebeest
that meandered past our veranda.
The defining moment of our visit
encapsulated everything that makes
Royal Thabane special. Although
a modest hunt compared with my
other adventures, but more profound
and meaningful, | stalked a mature
impala ram with my family in tow,

using one of the lodge’s Rigby .275
Highland Stalker rifles.

The lodge’s close relationship with the Rigby
brand offers guests the chance to hunt with
these rifles

It wasn't about the physical trophy.
The real rophy was the experience
and its context. This was an animal
that needed to be taken and my girls
were right beside me the whole time,
understanding the entire process.
They saw the animal, the shot and
what happened afterwards. And
they asked all the right questions.

Back at the lodge, the impala
became part of our meals. My
daughters even helped prepare the
meat, understanding that nothing
was wasted and that hunting,



when done properly, is part of
conservation, not in conflict with it.

NOT JUST HUNTING

For my wife, now an occasional
hunter, Royal Thabane proved
equally rewarding. Morning wildlife
drives, yoga sessions in the open air,
gym sessions with panoramic views
of Africo, bush breakfasts beneath
marula trees and photography
walks guided by the lodge trackers
filled her days. The library, stocked
with books on natural history and
African folklore, provided quiet
moments to soak in our experiences.
Danielle’s meals became
highlights in themselves — impala
carpaccio, kudu steaks and
bushveld vegetables complemented
by South African wines, often taken
communally under the stars, within
the lodge’s many grand areas or
around a fire. These gatherings,
where hunting stories mixed with
children’s excited observations
about the day’s discoveries,
epitomised the lodge's family ethos.
“We never wanted it to feel
transactional,” Alex told me one
evening. “You aren't just coming
here to hunt and leave. You are
coming to share a way of life and to
understand the land and animals.”

Alex’s deep understanding of the land ensures a
balance is maintained

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

One of Royal Thabane’s most
exciting features is the Rigby Room, a
curated space in the lodge dedicated
to the rifles of London gunmaker John
Rigby & Co. Alex is a passionate
Rigby man himself and the lodge’s
close relationship with the brand is a
nod to their shared values: adventure,

tradition and respect for the hunt.
Visitors can handle and admire some
of Rigby's finest rifles, including the
iconic .275 and .416 Rigby. Best of

all I was able to borrow them for my

hunts, circumventing the increasing

ROYAL THABANE

stress of traveling with guns while

still hunting with a dream rifle. For
many it's a rare chance to see the art
of British gunmaking in an African
context. “There’s something very
grounding about holding a Rigby
rifle in the bush,” Alex says. "It
connects you to a long line of hunters
and legendary stories.”

ETHICAL AND INVESTED

In a region saturated with hunting
lodges, Royal Thabane stands apart
through its unique combination

Simon and guide close the
distance in preparation for
the shot

2




FAMILY SAFARI

of serious hunting opportunities,
genuine family engagement and
authentic conservation practices.
The team is deliberately small

and deeply invested, with no
generic itineraries or rotating door
of professional hunters. Wildlife
populations are carefully managed
according to scientific data, not
commercial demand, ensuring
ecological balance rather than just
offering photo ops.

Perhaps what makes Royal
Thabane most special is its sense of
permanence, of roots going deeper
than the thorn frees and granite
kopies that dot the landscape. This
isn't just a destination for a once-in-a-
lifetime trip; it's a place families return
to, season after season, year after
year. For those bringing children, it
becomes part of their upbringing, a
place where they learn that adventure
doesn’t come on a screen and that
wildness has value that is far beyond
just its beauty.

These early experiences at Royal
Thabane often plant seeds that
flourish in adulthood. Former young
guests have returned as teenagers
to apprentice under Alex and his
team, learning not just to hunt, but to

Simon felt it was important that
his daughters should experience
conservation hunting at first hand

S

Danielle and Alex (centre) with Royal Thabane’s
small but dedicated team

track, guide and manage land with
intelligence and restraint.

The long-term vision for the
property is equally compelling.
With community support, Royal
Thabane is expanding, not just
physically through the consolidation
of neighbouring properties, but
philosophically, as part of a
broader rewilding effort across
this region of Limpopo. Eventually
it aims to achieve private nature
reserve status, offering a contiguous
wilderness where all species,
including rhinos and elephants, can
roam freely once more.
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“We want to leave something
enduring,” says Alex. “Something
that still matters 50 or 100 years from
now, not |ust for our guests, but for the
land, the animals and South Africa.”

Royal Thabane has become
part of our family story now. It's not
just where we went to see Africa;
it's where my daughters began
to understand it, where hunting
revealed itself as stewardship rather
than sport, where family bonds
strengthened around campfires and
over spoor-tracking lessons.

For families seeking that perfect
balance of serious hunting
opportunities alongside genuine
family engagement, comfort without
compromising authenticity, and
education wrapped in adventure,
Royal Thabane stands alone. Alex
and Danielle have created something
precious, a place where the next
generation can fall in love with Africa
just as we did, but on their own terms,
at their own pace. My dream of
sharing Africa with my children has
been realised and Royal Thabane
will forever be the place where that
dream took flight.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
ROYALTHABANE.COM




OPTI-HUNT

HUNTER SERIES

Available in two specifications, 2-12X50 &

3-18X56, the Hunter Series is a versatile partner
in the field.

With a 6X magnification range and super wide
field of view, the newest line of Opti-Mate scopes
delivers edge-to-edge clarity and precision shot
placement with the German no4 reticle with an
illuminated centre dot.

A choice of standard capped turrets or the sleek
designed ballistic turret for multiple distance
zeroing, provides ample options for highland to
high seat shooting.

The 3-18X56 comes equipped with a side focus
that can parallax down to 10 yards.

O Fast Focus Eye-Relief

O Super Wide FOV 23.5° (12ft) at 1x Magnification
O 30mm One-Piece Tube

O Long Eye-Relief (96-100mm)

O Glass Etched Reticle

O FMC Lenses

O 7100% Shockproof, Waterproof and Fogproof

All scopes come with Opti-Safe,
Edgar Brothers’ faultless lifetime warranty.
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Hunters bheware - a tiny tick bite could end
your enjoyment of red meat. As Selena Barr
explains, an unusual food allergy is now
affecting people in the UK

PHOTOGRAPHY SARAH FARNSWORTH/GETTY

icture this. You've

just returned from a
successful stalk in the
Scottish Highlands,
your freezer is full of
prime venison, and
you're looking forward to that
first perfectly grilled loin fillet. But

RIFLE SHOOTER

six hours after your celebratory
meal you're doubled over with
stomach cramps, covered in hives
and struggling to breathe. What
you don’t realise is that a tiny tick
bite from months ago has just
stolen your ability to enjoy red
meat forever.

This isn't science fiction — it's alpha-
gal syndrome (AGS), and it's already
affecting people across the UK.

First documented in British patients
in 2021, this peculiar fick-borne
condition is turning hunters’ greatest
rewards into their worst enemies.

WHAT IS AGS?

Alpha-gal syndrome is unlike any
food allergy you've ever heard

of. Rather than being triggered by
proteins, it's caused by the body’s
reaction to a sugar molecule called
galactose -alpha-1,3-galactose,
found in all mammals except

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



Alpha-gal presents

a real risk and UK
stalkers should take
proper precaufions fo
protect themselves

humans, apes and Old World

monkeys. When certain ticks bite
humans, they inject this molecule
through their saliva, causing

the immune system to develop
antibodies against it. The result is
an allergic reaction to beef, pork,
lamb, venison — essentially any
mammalian meat. For deerstalkers
this represents a particularly cruel
twist of fate.

What makes AGS especially
insidious is its delayed onset of its
effects. Unlike typical food allergies
that strike within minutes, alpha-gal
reactions typically occur three to

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

PRACTICAL PREVENTION

The good news is that tick bites are entirely

preventable with proper precautions.
American hunters have developed
comprehensive strategies that UK shooters
should adopt:
Clothing and equipment:
Wear long trousers tucked into boots or
use gaifers;
Use tick-repellent clothing treatments
containing permethrin;
Consider purchasing purpose-made
tick-proof clothing;
Opt for light-coloured clothing to spot
ticks more easily.
Chemical protection:

* Apply DEET-based repellents (20%

concentration or higher) to exposed

ALPHA-GAL SYNDROME

Reapply repellents according to
manufacturer instructions.

Field practices:

Stick to established paths when possible;
Take breaks in open, dry areas rather
than dense undergrowth;

Be particularly vigilant during peak tick
season (spring through autumn).

Post-hunt protocol:

Conduct thorough tick checks
immediately after returning from the field;
Pay special attention to warm, moist areas
— hairline, armpits, groin, behind knees;
Shower within two hours of returning
home;

Check hunting clothes and gear before
bringing them indoors;

areas of skin;

e Treat c|othing and gear with permethrin-

based products;

eight hours after eating. This delay,
combined with varied symptoms
ranging from mild hives to life-
threatening anaphylaxis, means that
many sufferers endure months of
mysterious illness before receiving a
proper diagnosis.

LEARNING FROM THE US

Across the Atlantic, American
hunters have been grappling

with AGS for over a decade,
providing sobering lessons for the
UK shooting community. A 2023
study identified just over 110,000
suspected cases between 2010
and 2022. Glen Reich and Cole
Barthel, both prominent figures

in American hunting media,
discovered they had contracted
the condition after years of hunting
together on tick-infested properties.

“I've had symptoms for two years
but never made the correlation
between red meat and the hives and
stomach pains,” Reich explained.
His experience highlights how easily
AGS can be misdiagnosed. He
even went so far as to replace his
bed and bedding, suspecting an
environmental allergen.

Barthel’s story is equally telling: “I
was recently diagnosed with alpha-
gal syndrome. My doctor said the
way | contracted it was either being
bitten by a tick that was carrying the
disease, or by consuming a lot of
meat from an animal that carried it. |
believe it was the former, based on
my lifestyle.”

Run hunting clothes through a hot

remaining ticks.

The impact on hunting culture
has been profound. Virginia hunter
Randy Feehan contracted AGS
nearly a decade ago while deer
hunting on the Eastern Shore. “Not
being able to eat wild game was
big for me, because | wasn't able
to eat what | was hunting,” he said.
The condition has fundamentally
changed his hunting focus: “This
allergy has turned me into more of a
turkey hunter because | can eat it, so
| focus on that more. | focus more on
bird hunting in general.”

Perhaps most heartbreaking is the
story of a Virginia Department of
Wildlife Resources employee who
contracted AGS while turkey hunting
in 2019. “As someone who enjoys
hunting and experimenting with wild
game in the kitchen,” she wrote,
“realising | could no longer consume
venison was devastating. And who
doesn't love a tender piece of filet
mignon every now and theng”

THE UK SITUATION

British health authorities have
confirmed that our native tick
species, Ixodes ricinus, can

cause AGS. Scottish case reports
published in medical journals have

documented the first instances of
UK residents developing red meat
allergies from local tick bites, rather
than during foreign travel.

The implications for the UK
shooting community are huge.
Scotland’s vast stalking estates,
England’s woodland shoots, and

tumble dryer for 10 minutes to kill any

k3
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Wales’s hill country all harbour tick
populations. With venison sales
growing steadily and deerstalking
being such an integral part of British
fieldsports culture, AGS represents
a genuine threat to our cherished
sporting fraditions.

What's particularly concerning
is the condition’s recent emergence
in the UK medical literature. The
first cases were published only in
2021, suggesting that AGS is either
genuinely new to Britain or has
been flying under the radar. Given
the delayed symptoms and unusual
presentation, it's entirely possible that
British hunters have been suffering
from undiagnosed AGS for years.

Martin Edwards, BASC's head of
deer and woodland management,
commented: “With yet another
potentially life-changing condition
that can be caught from a tick bite,

Our native tick can
carry AGS

RIFLE SHOOTER

The syndrome is characterised
by an intolerance to red meat

we urge anyone that is venturing
out into the countryside to follow
the ‘tick aware code’ and contact
your doctor if you develop any of
the symptoms described. This new
syndrome is particularly concerning
for deer stc:”(ers, who are at
increased risk of tick bites due to
the nature of their work. One of the
main motivations for culling deer is
to harvest the high-quality red meat
that is venison. However, if stalkers
contract alpha-gal syndrome, they
may no longer be able to enjoy the
fruits of their labour.”

THE FUTURE OF FIELDSPORTS

Some American hunters have found
ways to continue their passion
despite AGS. Many donate their
harvested game to food banks or
give it to family and friends. Others
focus on bird hunting, as that meat

remains safe to consume. A few
have even undergone experimental
desensitisation treatments, though
these remain largely investigational.

While AGS is still rare here, the
key message for UK shooters is
awareness and prevention. By
taking proper precautions against
tick bites, conducting regular
checks and seeking prompt medical
attention for suspicious symptoms,
we can protect both our health and
our sporting heritage.

REMOVAL AND RECOGNITION

If you discover a tick, remove it
immediately using fine-tipped
tweezers. Grasp the tick as close to
the skin as possible and pull upward
with steady pressure. Avoid folk
remedies like burning or smothering
— these can cause the fick to
regurgitate, potentially increasing
disease transmission.

Watch for AGS symptoms in
the weeks and months following
tick bites. These include delayed
reactions to red meat (3-8 hours
after eating), hives, stomach
upset, breathing difficulties and, in
severe cases, anaphylaxis. If you
experience unexplained allergic
reactions, particularly with a history
of tick exposure, consult your
GP and specifically mention the
possibility of alpha-gal syndrome.

For more information:
anaphylaxis.org.uk /fact-sheet/
alpha-gal ®
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Will O’Meara sets about purging his hunting  looks like a lighter version of the
clothing in preparation for the autumn/ Hunter. I'll also try a new boot from

Crispi, the Futura PWR, which is
purpose-built for my kind of hunting

in steep, rough terrain. My advice

recently had a clear out fit me perfectly but their quality and when breaking in new boots is to
of my ‘stuff room’, where durability are the best | have ever adjust the lacing if you start getting
| keep all my hunting come across. a hot spot. A different lacing pattern
clothing. | really stretched This year | am hoping to try out can help clamp the boot differently
myself when | came up the Zamberlan Lynx Boa, which for a better fit, or you can try
with that name. During

the spring clean, which I've put

off for far too long, | started

thinking about how hunting

clothing has evolved over the

years. | reflected on what was

a fad, what has stood the test of

time, what my go-to pieces are

now, and some hacks that I've

picked up.

'll start from the bottom with

boots. My take on this is that different

boots suit different people. The most

important thing is to find something

that suits your feet and needs. In my

experience, fit is the most important Wl

factor, followed by longevity. | have 4 ‘Will’s = . | N :

tried many brands over the years advice is to finda”/ A/ S RS 7 -7 7l —

and |'ve been delighted to find the //%:}0225' suits your 7SS A8 - S P e

Zamberlan Hunter, which not only o s L S R s() ﬂ |

winter season
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Demanding conditions will
put your choices to the test

relieving pressure by skipping a
lacing hole.

A good pair of socks will also help
and | have had great results with
both Bridgedale and Smartwool.
Remember that a shake of foot
powder will also aid comfort and
foot health if you are wearing boots
for long periods. If the first thing you
think about at the end of a day'’s
hunting is taking off your boots, then
they are not the ones for you. A final
tip is to invest in a boot dryer. Not
only does it mean you have lighter,
dry boots to put on every morning,
but they dry from the inside outin a
way that doesn’t harm the
membrane or the outer construction.

During my clear-out | came
across lots of pairs of old gaiters. It
reminded me that there was a fime
when | would only use a gaiter that
was fully wrapped around the boot.
This style has a rubber lower section
that c|0mpec| onto the boot rand but
inevitably slipped off. | eventually
replaced this style of gaiter with a
lighter option from Kuiu, and more
recently from Peax Equipment, both
of which have worked really well for
me in the past.

My advice with gaiters is to wear
a pair of small gaiters or puttees
inside your trouser legs. This stops
rain running down your leg and
wicking into your boot via your sock.
It you prefer to wear your gaiters

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

on the outside you can use elastic to
secure the trousers to your boot and
then create a fold of material above
the gaiter. This encourages the rain
to drip off outside, rather than going
down the inside of your gaiter. Think
about it like building a roof, creating
overlaps that enable the water to

DRESSED FOR THE HILL

run off so that it doesn’t migrate into
your boots.
As clear-out task progressed |
came across frousers, which took
me back to the old dropliner style.
These mostly kept you dry but the
outer layer held water, so they
were far from ideal. | also found my 13

Gloves: Technical
advances mean that
hunting clothing is

~ constantly improving

RIFLESHOOTER 83



84

CLOTHING

old jungle combat trousers, which
were not waterproof but were very
light and dried more quickly than
anything else. Here were two key
lessons | learned. First, | don't like
waterproof layers that soak up
water or lack venting. It just makes
them heavy and cold. Second, |
prefer fo wear non-woterproof
trousers when | can get away with it.
The Kuiu Attack trousers are good
on warmer days and the Stone
Glacier De Havilland trousers are
my favourite for late season. If there
is a chance of rain | carry a pair of
waterproof over-trousers, but only
if it's an all-day outing. Until now
the Sitka Stormfront have filled this
function well but this year | have
opted to try the slightly lighter Kuiu
Yukon trousers.

Inevitably | came across a few
pieces that should have been
binned but | just couldn’t quite bring
myself to do it. One was a pair of
Norrona Gore-Tex trousers, which
are now thin on the knees but have
been such a fantastic pair of trousers
that | vowed to reproof them to see
if | could eke a few more days use.
| might even look at paiching the
knees with Gore-Tex and sealing
the seams. The reason is that while
all my current waterproof trousers
are zippered-leg, over-trouser style,
the Norronas — much like my much

loved Beretta Thornproofs — fit next
to the skin as a single-layer solution,
which | prefer for wet days when
you are working hard.

To keep everything in the right
place | like a belt and braces. This is
a personal preference but if | could
only have one it would be a belt.

In fact | feel as though | couldn't
operate without one. For stalking

it needs to be backpack friendly,
which means it needs to be thin and
flexible so as not to cut or chafe
when under your hip-pack strap.
This is especially important when
fully loaded with a sika on board.

LAYERS

For base layers | like the synthetic
performonce type, with Beretta
being my current favourite. The
synthetic versus merino debate
rages on, but | think it's really a
question of climate and perspiration.
The wetter it is, the more | lean
towards synthetics.

Next came insulation layers. |
found a few during the clear out

RIFLE SHOOTER

that never really worked for me.
These ranged from wool trousers

to hybrid merino mid-layers, all of
which hit the high road. This season
my insulation layers got a revamp
and I'm excited about having a
new super-light putfer jacket. It's the
Super Down LT jacket from Kuiu that
packs down to a fist-sized bundle. It
fits neatly into my pack or bumbag
and will transform those testing
winter stalks, where you have to sit
tight for long periods. For expedition
hunts or icy evenings | have my
tried-and-tested Kifaru Lost Park
parka, a frue gem of a synthetic
puffer jacket.

And there lies another debate:
down versus synthetic. The benefit
of synthetic is size and weight, and
the risk with down is that it's useless
if the insulation gets wet. Modern
down is treated and claims to be
hydrophobic; | will find out if it works
this season. Overall | think there’s a
time and place for down materials.

Some of the most common items
in my mountain of worn-out gear
seem to be jackets. | had some great
jackets over the years, including the
Swazi Tahr, which was cutting edge
20 years ago but is now surpassed
by lightweight, high-tech stretchable
membrane offerings.

This technical advance is also
apparent in my latest choice of
gloves. | look at my Kuiu and First
Lite gloves and wonder how | ever
managed without them; they are
truly designed for the task. One
old hack that | am now reinstating
is having a tether on my gloves.

It's a simple elastic band that goes
around my wrist, but it avoids that

feeling of dread when the dust
seftles and you're a glove down.

PILES OF GEAR

At the end of my (very late) spring
clean | have three piles of gear:
keep for hunting, keep for work
clothes and bin. The ‘bin’ pile
mostly consists of single gloves,
threadbare trousers or gear that just
never performed. That last category
is usually on the grounds of fit or
performance, such as waterproof
membranes that just make you
sweat, insulation layers that are foo
bulky, gloves that have shrunk or
have liners that come out every time
you remove them, or anything that
restricts movement when you wear it.
There is also another ‘notional’
pile — treasured items that have
already been replaced by the same
hard-working performers. These
key pieces, like the Kuiu Attack
pants, Chugach jacket, fleece
beanies, Beretta base layers and
microfleeces, get worn all day,
every day, which is proof of their
comfort and resilience. They see
out their last days in the workshop,
where sparks from the grinder and
welder Flnc:|||y get the better of them.
We all have different demands on
clothing, different hunting situations
dictate different solutions. | feel
equipped fo go on any hunt with
a layering system made up of my
high-performing, well-fitting pieces.
They fulfil my criteria of technical
fit and being hydrophobic, vented,
breathable, lightweight and durable.
It's a long list of demands, but one
that the top performers in my ‘keep’
pile manage to meet. B
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Our lead free range of ammunition delivers performance
without compromise

Norma, RWS, Geco and Sako now offer high-performance lead-free ammunition across the UK.
Designed for accuracy, ethical kills and environmental responsibility, it's the smart choice for modern
shooters. Whether you're in the field or on the range, go lead-free without compromising performance.

Good for the Game - Good for the Ground

GMK For further product information and details of your local stockist
or visit www.gmk.co.uk

Ammo 0525 Leadfree
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RECIPE

THARSTYLE
VENISON
SALAD

SERVES 2 Preparation time: 20 minutes * Cooking fime: 5 minutes

Running out of ideas
to use up leftover
venison? Try this
super-tasty Thai salad,
urges Tim Maddams -
and don’'t be frightened
of the chilli

eftover roast venison
haunch is a recurring
theme in my repertoire
of dishes. From frittata to
fajitas, curry to casserole
and toasties to tagines, |
thought I'd pretty much tried it all.
Then | saw a video on Instagram
by a guy in Thailand who was
making a salad with loads of
prawns and an awesome soy and
chilli dressing. | had to try it.

This must be a serious contender
for the best leftover venison dish in
the world. Rein in the chilli a little if

you find it hard to tolerate but don't

exclude it all together — the punchy
flavour is really needed. Without at
least some heat the whole dish feel
somewhat deflated.

You may find it hard to come by
palm sugar, but ordinary sugar will

NNATKACZUK/SHUTTERSTOCK
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be fine if need be. Dried shrimps

can take a little tracking down too,
but a quick stop at your local Asian
market should see you right. If | can
manage it up in the far north, I'm sure
you can as well. The only problem
with this recipe is that it is so tasty you
may well find yourself deliberately
cooking more venison than you need,
just so that you can make it.

INGREDIENTS

clove of garlic, finely chopped
ltsp Thai seven spice

lin of raw ginger, very finely shredded
40ml dark soy sauce
20ml rice wine vinegar

Dash of Thai fish sauce
2tsp palm sugar

METHOD

1. Putthe garlic, seven spice, ginger, soy
sauce, wine vinegar, fish sauce, sugar
and chilli oil in a mixing bow| and stir
it until the sugar has dissolved.

2. Shred all the green herbs and add
half of them to the dressing. Add

a squeeze of lime juice, then the
tomatoes and cucumber. Toss this all
together and leave for 5 minutes. Then

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

1tsp chilli and garlic oil (or lots of fresh,
chopped chilli if you like)

Handful fresh mint, Thai basil and
coriander

| lime

2 tomatoes, diced, and about 4 of a
cucumber, sliced

add the remaining ingredients except
the cashew nuts and the fresh herbs.
3. Check the seasoning and add more
chilli and lime if you like. Scoop
servings into dishes for serving and
scatter over the rest of the herbs
and the foasted cashews — you can
drizzle a little sesame oil over if you
want, but | prefer it without.

2 spring onions, finely sliced

| desertspoon dried shrimps

100g leftover cold roast venison,
nice and rare if possible, cut into
thinnish strips

1 handful cashew nufs, toc:sfed, for
scattering on the finished dish

4. If you think you would like some

carbs, | have done a version of this

in which | have added some cooked
rice noodles, still warm, to the salad
and tossed them in. That bulks the dish
up into a bit more of a main course

if that's what you would prefer. This
lovely dish is your meal, after all, so

enjoy it however you like.

RIFLE SHOOTER
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OLORE GHANGES

Changes to head evaluation see Scottish red deer medal scores greatly
lowered, while those for muntjac have risen. Chris Rogers reports

s | write this

the roe rut is
just starting to
gather pace, but
by the time you
read the article
it will be a distant memory and
our thoughts will be turning to
the red, sika and fallow ruts of
the autumn. While a number of
English reds from East Anglia,
the West Country and a few
localised areas in other parts of
England achieve medals, very
few Scottish reds reach those
heights due to their smaller size.

However, this is set to change
thanks to the hard work of the UK
Trophy Evaluation Board. In a historic
decision the main CIC TEB has
approved a substantial reduction in
medal scores for the native Scottish
red deer. The aim is to recognise the
cultural importance of our largest
native deer and acknowledge that
its size in comparison with European
deer has severe|y restricted the
awarding of medals.

The new scores were applied
from the 1 July 2025 and will use
the current formula to evaluate the
antlers, which is the same used for
all red deer. The new scores will be

Bronze 130-144.99, Silver 145-
159.99 and Gold 160+.

The changes came in just before the
Scottish Game Fair at Scone Palace,
and the team, who were kept busy
as usual with a number of impressive
roe heads, were able to opp|y the

new scores to a couple of red stags,
which made gold and silver. Word
has already spread about the score
changes, so we are expecfing an
increase in the number of Scottish
reds presented for evaluation. This
can only be a good thing to highlight
the importance of the species to the
Scottish |0ndsc0pe given, the pressure
deer are under from Holyrood.

Also ratified at the CIC TEB

meeting was our proposo| fo

RIFLE SHOOTER

A Mocley Cambridgeshire
Silver 255 cic

increase the scores for muntjac.
This reflects the change in the size
of heads being brought in for
evaluation and is the second time

it has been necessary to increase
scores since 1981. The changes will
come into force from 1 September.
The new scores will be Bronze

56-59.99, Silver 60-63.99 and
Gold 64.
In CIC and the UK Delegation

news, Diplomats and Members
of Parliament gathered on 16 July

~Gold!178.05 cic

J Bolding Essex |
Non-medal 55.9 cic

2025 at the Carlton Club in London

for a diplomatic dinner hosted

by the CIC. It was organised by
Tristan Breijer, CIC'’s director of
communications and public affairs,

with the support of Charlie Jacoby

(SCI), Christopher Graffius and Jak
Abrahams (both BASC). The evening

convened over 20 participants from
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Sorin Essex
Bronze 57 cic

M Stobbs Essex
Bronze 57.3 cic

more than a dozen countries across
Africa, Europe and Asia.

Among those in attendance were
members of parliament including

Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP,
Lord Robathan and Lord Mancroft,
alongside high-level diplomatic
representatives from Namibig,
Uganda, Malawi, Hungary,
Zimbabwe, Kazakhstan, Tanzania,
Zambia, and Botswana.

The dinner offered a rare forum
for open dialogue on sustainable
use, national sovereignty in wildlife
management and the role of
infernational frameworks in shaping
conservation policy. It also affirmed
CIC’s standing as a diplomatic
convener, recognised internationally
for bridging technical, governmental

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

D Sunley
Lincolnshire

Bronze 56.4 cic

B Rayner EsseX o

Gold 63.8 cic

N Fulton Essex
Gold 62.4 cic

HEAD EVALUATION

J Dyball Essex
Silver 127.65 cic

| J Craddock Sussex
Silver 128 .28 cic

and grassroots perspectives. Several
speakers noted the necessity to
uphold international conventions,
such as CITES and the Globadl
Biodiversity Framework, while
reinforcing local and indigenous
stewardship and the legitimacy of
national conservation models. W

CIC INFORMATION

For information on all things CIC trophy measuring
including show dates visit, cicukteb.com and for
information on the work of the international CIC
organisation visit cic-wildlite.org. You can also
subscribe to the CIC newsletter for regular updates
on what the CIC is doing as an organisation
around the world — cic-wildlife.org /newsletter
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STALKING
RED & ROE

Mark Piper
07786906472

The UK’s first purpose built subterranean, 12 hour
a day shooting range. We are available for public
use, private hire, and corporate events, and also
do courses for reloading, carcass handling and
deer stalking including DSC Level 1.
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IN GUN SECURITY

= - - -f'fql
PR 1
= ot

'‘®> AVAILABLE FROMALL GOOD
~ GUN SHOPS

/@ 3 SECURITY LEVELS
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RANGE

. 3YEAR ON SITEWARRANTY*
. BRITISH MADE SINCE 1982
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RANGIRE

for local stockists & brochures call

020 8254 6812

NEW/ We also make General
Purpose Security Cabinets.
Please see our website

www.brattonsound.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply, see website for details

(@) Bradford Stalker

Large selection of new & used shotguns, rifles & arguns, clothing,
footwear, night vision, scopes, reloading, lamps & accessories.
Call for bulk day psgeon & cartridge prices

All Major Brands Available and Stocked

Tel: 0191 4100585
www. bradfordstalker.co.uk

Ouston bank farm_ Ouston, Chester Le Street (o Durham, DHZ 168
tmal: contact@bradfordstalisr co.uk

STOCKISTS OF

BARBOUR - AIGLE - HARKILA
- HAWKE - MEINDL

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF:
Air Rifles - Shotguns - Sporting Rifles
Ammunition and Accessories

e ] 64 CHURCH STREET, MELBOURNE, DERBY Tel: 01332 862091
o For our full range visit us at: WWW.melbournegun.com

Waterproof clothing
and footwear for
ladies and gentlemen
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Hunting and Sport Shooting Simulator
for Meta Quest Virtual Reality

=¥

)4

gaim.com




92

Ryan Charlton travels to Kazakhstan fo coach and s'hunt a match with a
borrowed rifle, and then it’s off to the US for a spot of airborne gunnery

has been a great way
to practice packing
and learn about
different cultures and
airport procedures.
During a brief meeting at the
Kahles booth at IWA | agreed
to visit Kazakhstan, not only to
shoot a match but also to deliver
some training.

One of the first things that needs to
be taken care of when flying with a
firearm and ammo is the paperwork

to possess said items in the country
you're heading to. In this case it was
easy as all | needed was an official
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invitation, which the organisers had
translated from Russian to English.
The next step is to book the flight
and inform the airline you're flying
with a firearm and ammunition,
which was where things gof
interesting. Despite having a web
page dedicated to the transport of
firearms and accepting my payment
to do so, Air Astana would not fly
my gear out of Heathrow, even
after two weeks of back and forth
communication. | needed to make
alternative arrangements. Rather
than swap from a direct flight lasting
nine hours to one with a stop in
either Turkey or Doha lasting 20 or

y I..,‘ g L . I' \ [y
3 G .H'*f 1#%*"- e

22 hours, | arranged to borrow a
rifle and ammunition from one of my

Kazakh hosts.

SURPRISE

When | arrived | discovered that
what | thought was going to be
informal training had been billed as
a ‘PRS Masterclass’ that sold out in
less than 40 minutes, so | wanted
to make sure | lived up to the hype.
But before | could prepare for

that | spent two days on the range
helping the PRS Kazakhstan team
set up for the largest precision rifle
event ever held in the country — the

Kahles DLR Qazier.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



Ryan delivers the PRS
Masterclass seminar in
Kazakhstan

I'm not usually one to get
nervous, but enrolled in the
masterclass were not only 20 of
Kazakhstan’s top sports shooters,
but also delegates from a variety
of military units. Speaking through
a translator we got underway
and established a great rapport,
beginning with some basic
principles and moving on to
some more advanced techniques.
When it came to putting things
into practice, considering the cost

of ammunition dry firing was the
order of the day. Hearing 30-odd
rifles clicking away was quite the
experience. With everyone feeling
suitably well-learned, we broke off
for lunch and | was treated to more
of the legendary Kazakh hospitality
with homemade teaq, horse sausage
and all manner of goodies.

The calm before the main event.
The NRL22 finale was held at the
stunning Chewelah National Park

Driving to the venue on match
day | set myself some clear goals:

be sure of each stage description
and brief despite the language

With the props set up | was able 46 I was barrier, and make as many friends
to start on my borrowed rifle, which incredibly as | could.
is where | got a shock. In Kazakhstan deliberate The format was slightly different
it's forbidden to load your own and made from what we see elsewhere.
ammunition, so factory ammo is all sure of Rather than the squad following a
that is available. In addition to this, every shot, shooting order, we queued up and
the cost of goods is very high, so resulting shot when we reached the front of
the Berger factory ammunition | was in a clean the line — with some competitors
using had cost my host a whopping stage to stepping out or cutting into the line

finish 77

US$150 a box. Thankfully things

were familiar behind the rifle,

with a Kahles 328 scope and an
MDT ACC Elite chassis providing
reassuring familiarity. Zeroing and
confirming drops was simple, after
which we all went for food before
the training day.

to get more favourable shooting
conditions. Among my squad
mates was Samir, my translator’s
son, who also spoke fluent English,
and one of the locals who was
shooting a Dragunov with steel-
cased, paper-packaged Russian
army surplus ammunition.

RIFLE-SHOOTER.COM

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Not your typical PRS rifle. Ryan’s squad mate
shot the match with a Dragunoy and Russian
army surplus ammunition

HEAT HAZE

Shooting in the desert is always
tricky, and having learned from
previous trips | wore clear glasses to
keep sand out of my contact lenses
and made sure | drank water at
every opportunity. The mirage made
it very difficult to spot hits, and the
flat range meant that feedback was
largely irrelevant.

| was also conscious of looking
out for Samir and helping his
shooting progress as much as |
cou|d; he was at school when the
masterclass was on. We spent a lot
of time looking for wind clues and
discussing stage plans, which really
helped him and he recorded his first-
ever clean stage. He finished third in
the Tactical division (.308 only).

My last stage was a KYL (Know
Your Limits) target array. To record
a score you have to engage targets
in descending size until you reach
the end and can bank half of the
available points, before doing
it again to bank the rest. | was
incredibly deliberate and made
sure of every shot, resulting in a
clean stage to finish. This meant
'd done enough to win the match
overall and not only earn an
invitation to the Kahles DLR Finale,
but also a woollen Kazakh jacket,
which was presentecl fo me as an
international shooter. Kazakhstan
was an amazing experience and the
people | met were some of the most
welcoming I've ever encountered.

US BOUND
Just before | left, the UK NRL22

rimfire season finished and | »3
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The smile says it all. First time in a helicopter and Ryan got to shoot out of the side!

discovered |I'd come top, which
meant |'d earned a spot at the
NRL22 Finale in the USA. While
| was in Kazakhstan | arranged
my paperwork and flights to
take my rimfire to Washington
and participate in a gathering of
shooters from around the world.
With the US being a more gun-
friendly nation this was relatively
simple and stress-free.

On landing Stateside my serial
number was confirmed along with
my paperwork and that was it.
After staying the night at a hotel
near Spokane airport | set off
to drive to Chewelah National
Park, where the match was being
held. On the way | stopped at
Spokane Rifle Club, where Don the
range officer signed me in as his
guest and | took the opportunity
to check zero. Happy that things
were working well, | let Don and
a couple of other shooters try my
rimfire and they loved it.

Next stop was the hotel, where
the Aussie shooters adopted me as
the lone Brit; they even had a shirt
made for me. After dinner with the
Aussies | went to the sight-in day,
where as well as checking if my
rifle was okay | was running the
MDT side stage where shooters
were able to win a prize. The next
day began with a thorough safety
brief, including what to do when we
reached the helicopter stage.

RIFLE SHOOTER

My squad had two stages before
going airborne and we were all
excited. It would have been easy to
get distracted and not focus on the
stages at hand. I'd never been in a
helicopter before, let alone shot out
of one. Once | was securely clipped
in, an AR15 was slung over my neck
and the pilot took off with me on
the running boards. The instruction
| got was to aim behind the targets,
shoot at least four shots at each

target and perform a mag dump at
the last target so that the rifle was
returned empty. | duly obliged and
that was one activity | could tick off
my bucket list.
Back at the main match it was

a serious challenge, with small
targets, tricky wind and complex

stages keeping everyone on their
toes. One thing that’s common at
US matches is gambling on timed
stages and this one was no different.
Once a kitty had been collected we
realised we had a semi-auto shooter
in the mix, who set a blistering time
of 43.63 seconds for 10 shots

from five positions on a big/small
target array. It was a tough score

to beat but | recorded a new PB for
a skills stage, with a clean run in

42 .01 seconds. | finished day one
just behind the top international
following a strong finish.

Day two began and | started
to feel personally victimised by
the wind. Every time | got up to
shoot it began gusting through the
property and swirling, making every
point extremely hard earned. My
squad mates decided that | was just
unlucky, as they often enjoyed much
kinder conditions.

However, | still managed to end
the match in a respectable position
and at the awards banquet | was
lucky enough to come away with
some cool prizes — and loads of
new friends. B

Engaging a tiny KYL rack at a steep angle was just one of the testing stages at the NRL22 finale
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CALIBRE HISTORY

6.5MM CREEDMOOR

Mark Underwood traces the brief but market-
shaping history of Hornady’s long-range round

he 6.5 Creedmoor
was introduced by

Hornady in 2007,
specifically for long-

range target shooting.

It was developed
by Hornady’s senior ballistic
scientist, Dave Emary, who
worked in partnership with
Dennis DeMille, vice president
of product development at
Creedmoor sports. Hence the
cartridge name.

As it was intended for longer-
range target-shooting applications
the 6.5 Creedmoor needed the
bullets to have the necessary
sectional density and the case to
have the capacity for near-magnum
performance. The .264in bullets
were known for their high sectional
density and had already been
used successfully in competition
shooting. The .30 Thompson/Center
case was used as a donor case
because it had a good balance of
case capacity, short action length,
compatibility with the high ballistic
coefficient 6.5mm bullets, and of
course strength.

The combination of the necked-
down .30 Thompson/Center
case and the .264in bullet proved
so successful that the 6.5mm
Creedmoor was capable of
duplicating the muzzle velocity
and trajectory of some .300

Far S KR )
The 6 Smin Greedmoor offrs
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Winchester Magnum loads,

but with substantially less recoil.
The .30 Thompson/Center case
volume (3.40ml) and the bore
area (34.66mm?2) are an exiremely
effective way of accommodating
long, slender bullets and achieving
exceptional external ballistic

performance for the bullet diameter.

The calibre is shorter than many of
the magnum cartridges and can
therefore be chambered in short-
action rifles.

In terms of performance, the
6.5mm Creedmoor is comparable
to the 6.5x47mm Lapua, but
without the recoil. At 300yd, using
a 129gr Hornady bullet, energy
is an impressive 1641ftlb. SAAMI
data gives test results comparable
with the .300 Winchester Magnum,
but again without the associated
recoil and with a shorter action.
The calibre stays supersonic and
maintains a high level of accuracy
at distances in excess of 1200yd.
That compares favourably with the
.308 Winchester, which remains
supersonic to a somewhat lesser
range of around 975yd.

In a semi-automatic sniper rifle,
with a 20in barrel, the 6.5mm
Creedmoor has been successfully
used by the military o engage
targets out to 1200m. In 2017 the
American military tested the 6.5mm
Creedmoor against the 7.62x51 mm

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

THE 6.5MM CREEDMOOR
YEAR OF INTRODUCTION: 2007
PARENT CARTRIDGE: .30 Thompson/

Center

FIRST RIFLES: DPMS AR-10 platform,
Ruger M77

CASE TYPE: Rimless, bottleneck
BULLET DIAMETER: .264 in.
TYPICAL BULLET WEIGHTS: 120gr, 143gr

and .260 Remington in military
weapons and determined that the
6.5mm Creedmoor was by far the
most effective. Compared with the
competition, hit-probability at 1000m
was double, effective range was

increased by almost 50% and wind

drift was reduced by around 30%.

With the 7.62x51mm NATO and
the 6.5mm Creedmoor cartridges
having similar dimensions, the
military found that they could be
used in the same magazines and a
rifle could be converted from one
to the other with a simple barrel
change. This led to the adoption
of the 6.5mm Creedmoor in
special operations semi-automatic
sniper rifles and the Department
of Homeland Security soon did
the same. The Royal Marines later
adopted the L129A2 sniper rifle,
chambered in 6.5mm Creedmoor
with an 18in barrel.

There are now many rifles
available in the calibre and a
wide range of factory ammunition.
For both long-range target and
medium-sized game shooting itis a
fantastic calibre.

The Bergara B14 HMR rifle is
an exceptional bolt-action rifle
that brings out the very best in this
calibre. It has a 22in barrel that
is screw cut for a moderator, and
it combines weight and balance
perfecily to ensure that the recoil is
easily manageable.

Hornady’s match-grade
ammunition is available with its ELD
bullets in 100gr, 120gr, 140gr and
147 gr, allowing you to match your
ammunition to your own rifle to get
the very best out of both. For anyone
wanting to achieve increased
accuracy at longer ranges, without
magnum recoil, the 6.5 Creedmoor
is an excellent choice. l
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UNMATCHED OPTICAL CLARITY SMART FEATURES LIKE TRUE TRACKING GUARANTEE

Exceptional light transmission and edge-to-edge clarity, Auto illumination managment feature automatically /(0’s commitment to mechanical precision ensures
even at high magnification. They feature premium glass adjusts reticle illumination based on position and exact tracking and return-to-zero performance—vital for
and coatings that provide sharp contrast, true colour movement, extending battery life and improving usability competition and tactical use.

fidelity, and superior resolution in low-light conditions. In dynamic environments.

CUSTOMIZATION & RETICLE OPTIONS  DUAL-NATION EXPERTISE PRECISION ENGINEERING

£C0 offers highly specialized reticles (like MPCT and MR Designed and manufactured in Austria and the USA Turret systems are built with extremely tight tolerances,
series) designed in collaboration with top PRS and tactical Dy a team of optics veterans from brands like Kahles, offering repeatable, tactile, and audible clicks with zero
shooters. These reticles are purpose-built for precision rifle Nightforce, and Swarovski. This blend combines European stop. Features like dual-click adjustments per rotation
competitions and long-range engagements optical excellence with American tactical performance. allow for quick, precise dialing.
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Seventeen-year-old Eddie

(s EODIE

| AM A SHOOTER

BENTON

Benton is an avid stalker who spends many

days managing deer on the Eridge Park estate in Kent, where his father
is the deer park manager, and also on other pieces of private land. He got
his FAC at the age of 15 and has since completed his PDSL1 and PDSL2

Q: How did you first enter the
world of fieldsports?

A: | began taking part in fieldsports
practically before | could walk. | was
introduced to fishing and shooting
through my dad and my granddad,
who have passed all their knowledge
and skills onto me. | am also very
passionate about fishing. | love fly
fishing and | have been lucky enough
to reach the Junior Trout Masters final
twice. | also carp fish. | have shot
rifles and shotguns for a long time —
targets, clays and hunting wild game.
| enjoy it like nothing else.

Q: How long have you been
hunting and what’s your
favourite deer to stalk?

A: | got my FAC when | was 15

and shot my first deer at the same
age. My favourite deer to stalk are
reds and fallow. | loved stalking
reds in the Scottish Highlands as the
scenery was incredible, but | also
enjoy stalking fallow as it is much
easier fo get up close and personal.
It is fantastic to watch a wild animal
behave without it even knowing
you're there. | enjoy practicing stalks
in the off season without a rifle. It's
really good fun to see how close you
can get and back out again without
them sensing your presence.

Q: Walk us through your rifle
cabinet - which calibre gets
the most outings?

A: | have a .22 Weihrauch air

rifle, a .22 LR Anshitz and a 6.5
Creedmoor Tikka T3x. | would say
that for three-quarters of the year

| mostly use the Tikka as | spend
most of the time deer stalking. It's a
pertect all-round calibre and rifle for
deer, being relatively flat shooting,
extremely reliable and surprisingly

light. | have Schmidt and Bender
PM?2 FFP scopes on all my rifles.

RIFLE SHOOTER

Q: Home loads or factory?

A: Due to the number of deer we cull
per season, we home load. When
culling for supermarkets and farm
shops they require animals aged
between 18 and 24 months. We use
EPA Hunter Extreme projectiles for
this. For everyday culling we currently
use 129gr Hornady SSTs to keep
costs down. For rabbits, squirrels and
so on we use factory rounds.

Q: In a typical season how
many deer do you cull and
how often are you out?

A: In my first two seasons | was only
able to stalk maybe 15-20 deer a
season as | couldn't get out much.
Last season, once | had started
college | had a few more days free,
so | would say 45-55 deer. The most
important thing is taking the time to
select the right animals for your cull
plan. Whether | shoot seven deer in
a day’s stalking or see lots but shoot
none, animal welfare and not taking
risks is our main priority.

Q: Any upgrades to your
existing kit bag that
particularly take your fancy?
A: | don't use a thermal — just
binoculars and a handheld range
finder for my woodland stalking

— so on dark and gloomy winter
days it can be hard to spot deer. A

small thermal would be very useful.
A pair of binoculars with a built-in
rangefinder would also mean |
wouldn't have to keep swapping
hands when | find a group of deer.
At the beginning of last season | got
some quad sticks, which have been a
real game changer.

Q: What has been the most
memorable stalking trip you
have been on so far?

A: | think my favourite memory
would have to be when | went up

to Scotland earlier this year to help
with some culling. My dad and | had
an amazing 800m stalk, ending up
lying side by side under a fallen tree.
After dialling in the distance on the
S&B PM2 scopes, we counted down
together 3,2,1 dropping two rec
hinds on the valley opposite us at just

over 220m.

Q: What's your biggest
concern in relation to the
future of fieldsports?

A: My biggest concern is that most
young and middle-aged people are
not being educated in the need to
manage wildlife in a conservative
manner. Their view of us is associated
with trophy shooting, which is
obviously the complete opposite to
what we do, so there are not enough
young people getting involved

in ﬁe|c|sports fo he|p manage our
wildlife and the countryside.

X<

BECOME NEXT MONTH’S
SHOOTER

If you would like to share the
background to your passion on
the | am a shooter page, contact
robert.hardy@twsgroup.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WITH SHOOTING INSURANCE



Exposed, locking turret

with wi}.ness window
S0mm
-

Wide Angle

Side Focus ‘

Hlumination

Great British Shooting
Awards Winner ’

2021,2022, 2023, and 2025

Optics Product  ~
of the Year
(under £1,000)

>
”

3

Second Focal Plane

from £469

First Focal Plane

from £629 .

NO FAULT

R
LIFETIME WARRANTYJ

@ HAWKE

: - L

v

S >

" . ;



“I have been seriously impressed with the Nocpix Mark Ripley “260 Rips”
range of thermal products and use them for all
my fox control work. Nocpix offers the best in e
both thermal imagery and build quality, with @ '
practical, shooter friendly features that make s ol
them the best in both their field and mine!”

Long Range Shooting Instructor
and Fox Control Specialist 5
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LIGHTWEIGHT
THERMAL
BINOCULAR WITH
INTEGRATED LRF

The QUEST Series offers a
traditional binocular feel, with
a high-performance thermal

sensor, 60Hz frame rate, and
iIntegrated LRF. All housed in a

lightweight, full-rubber coated,
waterproof body. With in-house

developed sensor technology

and advanced Reality+ Al

Image algorithms, it delivers

an immersive, eye-friendly

viewing experience.

QUEST L35R

Sensor: 384 x 288px 12um
NETD: <15mK
Lens: 35mm FO.9
Magnification: 5-20x
Detection Range: 1800m
LRF Range: 1000m

QUEST H35R

Sensor: 640 x 512px 12um
NETD: <15mK
Lens: 35mm FO.9
Magnification: 3-24x
Detection Range: 1800m
LRF Range: 1000m

QUEST H50R

Sensor: 640 x 512px 12um
NETD: <15mK
Lens: 50mm F1.1
Magnification: 4-32x
Detection Range: 2600m
LRF Range: 1000m

FROM £1,699

Battery Life: 6 Hours Battery Life: 6 Hours Battery Life: 6 Hours

Distributed by
HAWKE OPTICS LIMITED
Available in All Good Gun Shops

Industry Leading
4 YEAR WARRANTY

|
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Enjoyed reading Rifle Shooter on Readly?
Why not subscribe and take advantage of this

exclusive discount?

Receive a 20% discount on annual subscriptions

when you use promotional code READLY 20

Subscriber
benefits

e [welve issues a year - print

and digital
»  Shooting insurance included

e |nstant access to digital

archive via app

SHOP.TWSGROUP.COM

Use code READLY 20 when purchasing
online or over the phone - 0131 3576305 -
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