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Dead Quiet

Suppressors have become more
popular among hunters, and for
a number of good reasons.

BRAD FITZPATRICK
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Elk of the Apache

From our archives: On the
famed Mescalero, hunters
have the opportunity to stalk
bugling bulls with a rifle.

CRAIG BODDINGTON

64

Dream Season
The stars align for the author as

he puts together a season-long
adventure for deer of several species.

SCOTT HAUGEN
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Public-Land Giants

Too many hunters often leads
to frustrations, but for one hard-
working hunter, smart tactics
led to the deer of a lifetime.

COLTON HEWARD
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Filling the Freezer

As they say, you can't eat the
antlers. Here are a host of hunts
where meat is on the menu.
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The VX-5HD 3-15 x 44 is built to outlast and outperform. While others

warranty failure, we guarantee unmatched optical clarity and rugged
reliability for life. Because at Leupold, failure is not an option.
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The meat of the season.
DAVID DRAPER
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GUNS & LOADS

Bergara extends its
popular B-14 line of rifles
with a carbon-barreled
backcountry edition.

KEITH WOOD
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PASSPORT

Advancements in
manufacturing and design
have made copper projectiles
a viable, and deadly, option.
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WHITETAILS

The hunting tradition
gets passed down through
the generations.

WILL BRANTLEY
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VISION QUEST

It doesn't take an arsenal
of optics to hunt the

West, but it does help
to be well-equipped.

COLTON HEWARD
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Can't we all just get along?
JIM ZUMBO
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URN UP THE HEAT

SILENS GEAR

E\}én the smallest sound can disrupt a hunt.
When e&ery move you make matters more than
the next, Silens gear keeps you under the radar
until the very end. Filled with heat-retaining
PrimalLoft® insulation and covered in our
deepest, thickest, quietest fleece yet, the full

line of Silens gear has you covered from head

to toe:in a range of conditions.

+ BADLANDS HIGH-PILE SILENS FLEECE
+ BODY-MAPPED INSULATION
+ APPROACH FX CAMO

UNCONDITIONAL SHOP SILENS GEAR
‘ﬂf AT BADLANDSGEAR.COM v Badlands
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How to Be Cut Off
From Civilization

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tox l
you need: the stainless steel River Canyon =
Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49! 3
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The River Canyon Bowie Knife hand-forged, unique 4
knife comes shaving sharp with a perfectly fitted hand-

tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade shines
in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood

and bone handle. When you feel the heft of the = =

knife in vour hand, vou know that vou’re ready for
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tag. This quintessential knife can be yours to use out
in the field or to display as the art
piece it truly is. But don’t wait. A
knife of this caliber typically cost

hundreds. Priced at an amazing

Copyright 2023 by Outdoor Sportsman Group®

All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
without written permission.

HunTING® iS A registered trademark of Outdoor Sportsman

$49, we can’t guarantee this

knife will stick around for long.
So call today!

Your satisfaction is 100%
guaranteed. If you don’t feel like
we cut you a fair deal, send it back
within 30 days for a complete

Group, in the United States.

The Publisher and authors make no representations or war-
ranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, and timeli-
ness of the information contained in this publication. Any
reliance or use of the information is solely at your own risk,
and the authors and Publisher disclaim any and all liability
relating thereto. Any prices given in this issue were sug-
gested prices at the press time and are subject to change.

Some advertisements in this magazine may concern products

that are not legally for sale to California residents or residents
in other jurisdictions.

refund of the sale price. But we
believe that once you wrap your
fingers around the River Canyon’s
handle, you'll be ready to carve
your own niche into the wild
frontier.

BONUS! Call today and
you’ll also receive this
genuine leather sheath!

COVER PHOTO: JASON LOFTUS-UNTAMED IMAGES

SHHHHH! WHY YOU SHOULD BUY A SILENCER RIGHT NOW!

T':T‘:.l' SEN'S o e T S o

%
Not shown
actual size.

i —anyon B_OW|e e ¥79* What customers are saying
Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30 about Stauer knives...

6. 6. 6 & ¢
1-800-333-2 045 “First off, the shipping was fast

Your Insider Offer Code: RCK474-01 and the quality is beyond what
N [ paid for the knife. Overall I
You must use the insider offer code to get

o N LOPPER UPTIONS:

. am a satisfred customer!” TR ,_;.__, 7 A THE LEAD B
our special price. — D., Houston, Texas | | X @ | " BST GLASS TO
e SPOT MORL EAME
S ® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RCK474-01 .. |
taue Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.Stauer.com | 1!! e AFIH“EEK ZI]EE"
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed = _ & R “ni.{h
orfgina! Stauer.com price. Fating of 'f“' | ,;,‘ 4 \ :

. A "lu \ n{'{i

_‘

e Full tang 4 '4” stainless steel blade, 9” overall length ¢ Genuine horn, wood  CONSUMER
and bone handle ¢ Polished brass guard and spacers ¢ Includes leather sheath ot |

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices’



. PAHVANT PRO JACKET

-

browning.com




FROM THE EDITOR

The Truth About Trophies

WE TALK = 1ot about trophies here at

HUNTING magazine. From our cover
images to our tactics columns to our
in-depth features, the hunt for the big-
gest animals is the thread that runs
through every issue. I don't, and won't,
apologize for that. Trophy hunting has
become taboo in today’s world, but even
those woke hunting companies that
wont even mention the word trophy
often feature photos of their staff with
bucks and bulls all of us would be envi-
able of. They preach about smiling over
a dead animal, but in images they post
on social media they don't look so sour.

Trophy huntingis, and long has been,
at the heart of why we go afield with a
oun in our hand. How we define that
trophy is where it becomes personal.
Honestly, of all the animals I've killed.
only a few have been scored, and those
oot the measuring tape because the land-
owner or outfitter was keeping detailed
records for management purposes.I can
promise you I've never in my life asked
a guide “"What's it score?” before pulling
the trigger.I have asked outfitters “What's
a mature animal here?” or “"What kind
of buck (or bull) should I expect to see?”
When hunting alone, my standards are
generally even lower, and I shoot the first
legal animal that comes into my cross-
hairs. It's all meat in the freezer to me.

Please don't take this as bragging or
acting holier-than-thou. It's just my
personal hunting philosophy. In many
ways I envy hunters who hold out for a
trophy as they often get to squeeze ev-
ery last second out of the season, where
I'm usually done on opening day. Hunt-
ers that hang the bar high and then do
everything possible to achieve it are
worth admiring. Antler inches have
never been my motivation, but I under-
stand the drive to putin the hard work
in hopes of achieving a set goal, even if
it means eating a tag at the end of year.
[ just think backstrap tastes better.

To my knowledge weve never polled
our readers on how they define them-
selves. I bet if we did, nearly 100% of you

would simply call yourself a hunter. Not
a trophy hunter. Not a meat hunter. Just
hunter. Sure, our goals and motivations
for going afield may be different. Heck,
I bet there are even a few in the group,
probably among our more mature read-
ers, that carry a firearm afield, tag in
pocket, with little to no intention of ever
pulling the trigger. It's the experience
they crave. Having killed enough in their
younger years to satiate the need to
draw blood, they still have the desire,
the drive, the very need to hunt. That
experience—the quickening of the
heartbeat when an animal steps onto
the landscape—is their trophy.

[ have a couple prime opportunities
in my pocket this season, including an
elk tag I've waited 12 years to draw. Go-
ing in to that particular hunt, I like to
think I'm going to hold out for some
particularly magical milestone—perhaps
a certain measurement we hunters have

12 PETERSENSHUNTING.COM | OCTOBER 2023
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arbitrarily decided makes a trophy. But
thenI'll see a bull that, for whatever rea-
son, trips my trigger, quite literally. May-
be it will have a particular bit of charac-
ter toits rack—I have a love of the weird
or abnormal. If the bull is busted up and
scarred with the marks of a warrior, I'll
have a hard time holding off. Hopefully,
it will be old and on the downward slide,
kind of like me. In the moment, I'll decide
what's right, and—should my shot be
true—the trophy will be the overall ex-
perience, not just the antlers I'll hold in
my hands while I smile for a photograph.

See you around the camptfire,

David Draper | Editor in Chief
email: hunting@outdoorsg.com
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GORE-TEX LINER

Made to put you within inches of
opportunity, the Ursa MS makes easy
work of the toughest mountain terrain.
Constructed with premium components, TECH TUFF

S PU-INFUSED LEATHER
this midseason boot is designed to take

on any environment you encounter.

ELEVATE YOUR PURSUIT WITH THE URSA MS.
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" Few marks in the mldernegg will quickeh%éf | clues to?étter understand the wilderness around him. Are
heart more than a fresh track. The print, pushed deep into  the edges crisp or dulled by time? Is it still filling with water,
a muddy trail or scuffed lightly atop fresh-fallen snow, asifthe animalis only seconds ahead? Are the tracks deep and ﬁp |
instantly alerts us to the wildlife inhabiting the surround-  far apart—a sure sign of running game? Or do they meander
ing wilds. A woodsman experienced in the ways ofreading as the beast grazed undisturbed by predators such as man?
sign will likely pause at the sight. Even during the off- All these subtleties tell a story written in a language hunters
season, hﬁ’ll kneel, examining t g,ck closely, parsing . spend a lifetime learning on the trail of game. —David Draper
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SPARTAN PRECISION  goes as we const
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Most of our hunting gear comes and
tantly chase the latest and
greatest innovations that give us an edge
in the field. However, every once in a while,
a piece of gear comes along that once ex-
perienced, solidifies a permanent place in
your gear repertoire. Over the past several
years of using and abusing Spartan Preci-
sions Javelin Pro Hunt Tac Bipod from the
tundra of Alaska to the plains of Africa, it
has more than earned its indefinite slot in
my pack and a well-deserved tested-tough
stamp of approval.

The Javelin Pro Hunt Tac Bipod over-
comes the biggest complaint that hunters
have had for decades with bipods—size
and weight. Weighing a mere 7.6 ounces,

CONSERVATION CORNER
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the Javelin Pro Hunt Tac is one of, if not
the lightest bipod on the market and gives
shooters seven to nine inches of ground
clearance, ideal for shooting from the prone
position. When not deployed, the bipod
legs fold together, making it possible to
stash the bipod in your pants pocket or
just about any pocket on your pack. The
bipod also features easily adjusted, spring-
assisted legs for rapid adjustments when
time is of the essence.

Spartan Precisions patented Magnetic
Attachment System lies at the core of the
Javelin Pro Hunt Tac, allowing shooters to
attach and detach the bipod in a matter of
a few seconds. The days of awkward, clunky
tripods weighing down the front of your

BOONE AND
CROCKETT CLUB
PRIORITIZES

FOREST
MANAGEMENT
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W".DHH ES are nothing new in the West,

however, dense forest stands, the rapid
spread of highly flammable invasive vegeta-
tion and warmer, drier weather are making
these fires even more catastrophic. These
high-intensity wildfires cause total forest
stand replacement, altering the soil chem-
istry and structure, changing hydrological
systems, releasing tons of carbon and toxic
pollutants, all while destroying wildlife
habitat and threatening communities.
Active forest management can help
reduce fire risk while also benefiting wild-
life and hunting opportunity. Managing
for a mix of young- and old-forest habitat

16 PETERSENSHUNTING.COM

types supports more wildlife species be-
cause active management replicates the
natural disturbances that typically oc-
curred. The diverse landscape supports
an array of ecological functions while also
increasing ecosystem resilience to distur-
bance and stress and ensuring connectiv-
ity to a variety of habitat types that wild-
life depend upon for food and shelter.
The Boone and Crockett Club has along
history advocating for policies to support
wildland forest management. In the early
1900s, the Club worked to develop and pass
legislation that created the National Forest
System and the U.S. Forest Service to man-
age these forests. More recently, we worked
with Congress to give the federal govern-
ment new direction on forest management
and supported creation of Good Neighbor
Authority that allows the Forest Service to
partner with state forestry agencies to ad-
minister forest health projects. In 2021, the
Club worked with members of Congress to
include more than $8 billion in funding for

OCTOBER 2023

forest resiliency projects in the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act thatis now starting
to get allocated on the ground.

These policy efforts are helping, but
there are more opportunities in the future.
This year, the Club is working to improve
how Good Neighbor Authority is imple-
mented to ensure that local governments
and tribal entities can partner on forest
health projects.In addition, we are working
to fix a legal precedent that has delayed
hazardous fuels reduction and fuel break
projects on national forests in the West.
Finally, the Club is working to develop a
new Forest Conservation Easement Pro-
oram through the federal Farm Bill to sup-
port the purchase of development rights
from willing private landowners to prevent
conversion to nonforest uses.

To stay informed on these issues, as
well as other conservation and big-game
records and news, join the Boone and
Crockett Club at boone-crockett.org.
—Jodi Stemler
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rifle are gone. The Javelin Pro Hunt Tac

Bipod also allows 15-degrees each way of

cant adjustment to ensure a level shooting
platform on uneven terrain. Premium prod-
ucts always come at a premium price, but
[ promise you the original sticker shock
will be long forgotten years down the road
when your bipod has never failed you and
provided a rock-steady rest when you
needed it most.—(olton Heward

BULLET
BOARD

BULLET BASICS

Hammer Bullets are a leading company in a
new genre of monometal bullets. Individually
lathe-turned on CNC machines and weight-sorted,
these projectiles are incredibly consistent and
renown for accuracy. Profiles are long, with
fine-entry noses and boat tails. Shanks are
grooved to minimize bearing surface, enabling
maximum velocity. Absolute Hammer bullets
feature a large hollow nose and are designed
to expand on impact and to sheer off the pet-
als created when the mushroom opens. This
creates small auxiliary projectiles that spiral
off from the primary wound cavity, while
leaving a blunt-nosed shank that drives deep.

TESTING GROUND

The bullet shown was recovered from a spring-
buck in Namibia after being shot lengthwise
through the buck from about 120 yards. The
hunter was Adam Weatherby; his cartridge
of choice was a 6.5-300 Wby. Mag. Muzzle
velocity was about 3,450 fps, and muzzle
energy calculates out to 3,410 ft/Ibs.

Hammer 129-grain

6.5mm Absolute Hammer

FIELD PERFORMANCE
On impact, the springbuck simply dropped in his
tracks, dead. It didn't even twitch. Although this
example is on a relatively small antelope species,
we saw the bullet perform well on other African
species including blue wildebeest.

STATS

Impact velocity was estimated at 3,200 fps. Shot
placement was centered on the chest; the bullet
was recovered below the tail after driving through
brisket bone, vitals, abdomen and the heavy bone
and muscle of the pelvic region. We estimated depth
of penetration at 36 inches. Retained weight is 69.4
grains, or about 54% of original. Average expansion
is 0.36 inch, or about 1.3 times original diameter.

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS

Hammer bullets tend to be more readily available
than most, and are rapidly becoming a favorite of
ammo companies focused on achieving top-notch
accuracy. They are legal in lead-requlated regions.
Kills tend to be fast, but blood trails minimal due to

small, caliber-size exit holes.—Joseph von Benedikt
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SPARTAN

Brought to you by

RACK-ROOM

HUNTER: Mark Wayne

SPECIES: Desert Bighorn

WHERE: New Mexico

RIFLE: 270 Win. Kimber Mountain Ascent
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Monthly Rack Room winners will
receive an Aimpoint Gift Pack.
Every quarter, one winner will be

drawn to win an Aimpoint H-2 sight.
Enter your trophy photo at

PETERSENSHUNTING.COM/RR

Submissions are limited to persons 18 years or older.
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< HowTOo CAPE @) Firstcuts
BI AME [t's easiest to cape an animal with the head and hide removed.
E The caping cuts start from outside the animal’s mouth.

............................................... With a slender, sharp knife, begin with the mouth facing
you. Keep the blade tight to the jaw bones when cutting.

THERE'S MORE THAN Start with the lower jaw and cut the front of the lip away
ONE WAY TO SECURE A from the bone. Work around the jaw until the lips are freed.
TROPHY. THIS APPROACH Move to the upper ja_w and cut the lip free. At the nose,

cut through the cartilage until you meet bone atop the

DETAILS HOW TO DO IT bridge of the muzzle. Once the nose is free it will allow
FROMTHE OUTSI DE, IN. you to skin up the skull, toward the face. Keep cutting

around the skull until you meet resistance.

[ was 12 years old when [ shot my ') FLIPIT OVER

first big-game animal, a Columbia

blacktail deer. Once home, Dad showed Halfway between the nose and eyes you'll meet too
me how to cape the buck for mounting much resistance to continue. Stop and fold the hide
et s in 1976 andlve becn capiné back over the skull, then proceed by caping the animal

in a standard fashion.
big game ever since.
Heres a simple caping approach that
minimizes the risk of culling holes and
is simple to do.—Scott Haugen

Start atthe base of the skull where your first cut ran down
the spine to remove the head. Make a Y-incision towards
each pedicle, then start peeling the skin away. Remove
the hide from around the base of the antlers, initiating
cuts from beneath the skin and under the burrs of the
antler. Do not cut through any hair.

As you work the hide around the antlers or horns, you'll
meet resistance from the ears. Pinch the ear cartilage
and skin down to where it meets the ear canal. Sever the
ears with a cut tight to the skull. Cut as small of a hole
as possible when removing the ears, as too big of a hole
could result in hair slippage and ruin the cape.

Continue cutting and peeling the hide off the skull, turning
it inside out as you go. At the eye, reach under the hide
and into the eye socket, lifting the eyelids away from the
skull. Lift and pull the skin tight as you make small cuts,
keeping the blade against the eye socket.

Do not cut across the tear ducts as it may result in a large,
irreparable hole. Use the point of the knife and make small
cuts deep into the tear duct, at a 90-degree angle to the
skull. This is a deep cut, and the ducts are bigger than you
may think, so keep the blade against bone.

«’FINISH IT

With the tear ducts removed, continue working the hide
down the face. Cutinto the corner of the mouth and keep
skinning until you join your initial caping cuts.

Once the cape is removed, fold it skin-to-skin, roll it up
and place in the freezer. Never salt a skin then freeze it, as
salt will not allow the cape to freeze, resulting in spoilage.
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AMMUNITION

Nosler's BallisticTip Ammunition in 6.5 Creedmoor features a 140-grain spitzer-style
bullet with a heavily jacketed base that allows for larger mushrooms. The polymer
tip promotes proper expansion on impact for reliable energy transfer over a broad
range of velocities. For improved accuracy, the bullet features a boattail design that
helps heighten BCs. The 140-grain bullet lends itself perfect for mid-sized game like
mule deer, whitetail, antelope and hogs. For larger game, the BallisticTip line Is also
loaded In a variety of popular hunting calibers. $50-$71; nosler.com
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For backcountry pursuits, a hatchet can be a useful tool. The new Hellgate from MKC The 3 Primal from Riton i1s made to be a crossover scope perfect for both the range
weighs in at just 14.9 ounces, and is made of 52100 high-carbon ball-bearing steel. and long-distance hunting. For quick adjustments in the moment of truth, the Primal
This makes the hatchet tough, yet lightweight, with a perfect balance. The honed has exposed zero-stop turrets and two throw levers that are also removable. Made
edge Is made for more than just chopping wood or clearing brush. It's so sharp, the of alrcraft-grade aluminum, this scope will withstand backcountry elements. It Is
company promises you can field dress an animal If you find yourself without a knife. 100% water-, fog- and shockproof. Windage and elevation adjustments are calcu-
MKC offers free sharpening and repair for life. $375; montanaknifecompany.com lated with 1/10 MRAD, giving you precise holds on game. $660; ritonoptics.com

Many people opt to leave the spotting scope behind when trekking deep into the The Helix is multi-day pack optimized for hunters with 3,500 cubic inches of capacity
backcountry. Vortex revamped their 11-33X spotter, commonly known as the Mini and smart pocket design. Each Bog bag includes carry pouch and cinch straps to lash a
Razor by its admirers, to the new 13-39x56 Razor HD. The added magnification tripod, gun or bow to the back as well. The Helix can be used on its own or attached to
paired with premium glass, makes the new Mini Razor an excellent option for anyone the Bog's Inception carbon-fiber frame, complete with meat shelf, for hauling heavier
trying to cut weight but still glass effectively. The new model comes in both straight loads. Durable ripstop nylon construction with Hypalon-reinforced, MOLLE-compatible
and angled models that weigh 29.5 and 28.6 ounces respectively. $1,299; vortex.com straps. $7190 (pack only); boghunt.com
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The new 7mm Precision Rifle Cartridge delivers results from the

treestand to the mountain top. This high performance, modern

/mm cartridge utilizes long, heavy for caliber bullets in a standard

long action. With results you can count on, trust your next hunt or
ELR match to the 7mm PRC.
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Precision Hunter® Match™ Outfitter®
175 gr. ELD-X® 180 gr. ELD® Match 160 gr. CX™
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UNS & LOADS

KEITHWOOD

The new B-14 Ridge Carbon continues

Bergara’s reputation for accuracy.

ig-game rifle trends fluctuate over time. Over
the past few decades, weve seen hunting rifles
at the extremes of weight and bulk—either
uber light or ridiculously huge. Both have
their challenges. Things have seemed to set-
tle again near the middle ground and, at this
point in history, the “lightweight precision” hunting rifle is
immensely popular. These rifles are portable hunting rigs
designed to be capable of taking shots at extended dis-
tances if the situation dictates. They are nearly as portable
as some of the true featherweights, but built with features
that make them far more shootable. Like most firearm trends,
this one began in the custom world, but major manufactur-
ers have migrated in this direction. Among those makers is
Bergara, whose new Ridge Carbon combines the virtues of
a precision big-game rifle with an achievable price tag.
Bergarais a European company, based in the storied Basque
ocunmaking country of northern Spain. Long known for produc-
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ing some of the best barrels in the business, Bergara began
manufacturing complete rifles several years ago. They pulled
in experienced gunsmiths from the Marine Corps Precision
Weapons Section to help, which was a wise move. Turns out
the folks in Quantico who built sniper rifles knew what they
were doing. These guns quickly achieved a reputation for qual-
ity and accuracy.I've tested and hunted with several examples
over the years and have been impressed to the point that I
often recommend Bergara rifles to friends and fellow hunters.
They are, to put it simply, a pile of rifle for the money. When
my friend Chad Schearer handed me the Ridge Carbon in
Bergaras SCI booth this year,I was immediately impressed and
asked them to send me one for testing and evaluation.

The Ridge Carbon is part of the B-14 Wilderness series
of rifles. It is available in 6.5 Creedmoor, .308 Winchester,
6.5 PRC and .300 Win. Mag. It combines Bergaras push-feed
B-14 action with a carbon-fiber-wrapped barrel and a syn-
thetic stock. These rifles are relatively compact and light-
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The open grip and straight comb of the
traditional-style sporter stock provide a
comfortable platform for hunters.

The B-14 Ridge Carbon features an oversized
bolt knob for easy handling and quick
reloading in the field.

weight with the lightest examples coming in at 6.4 pounds.
Perhaps best of all, this rifle represents great value for con-
sumers. One of my go-to hunting guns is a rifle I built myself
(and featured in this column). That rifle is more or less
identical to the Ridge Carbon, but cost me at least twice as
much as the Bergaras $1,599 retail price, even with the free
labor. Sure, my hand-built gun shoots slightly better groups,
but not enough to matter in the real world.

A CLONE OF ITS OWN
The Ridge Carbon is built upon Bergaras B-14 action. This

receiver combines the attributes of several established actions,
notably the Remington 700, but with some tweaks of its own.
The B-14 uses a two-lug bolt with a cone breech. It uses a slid-
ing plate extractor and a plunger-type ejector. Like the 700, the
recoil lugis sandwiched between the barrel shank and the face
of the receiver but, in the case of the B-14, the lug fits inside a
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pocket to ensure it maintains its position. The top of the re-
ceiver is drilled and tapped for scope mounts and is cross-
compatible with the 700 in that regard. The action is coated
with Sniper Gray Cerakote.

The bolt body is spiral fluted, and the bolt handle includes
an oversized knob. The bolt release is mounted onto the re-
ceiver rather than inside the trigger guard. There is a visible
cockingindicator located at the rear of the bolt. Like a 700, the
safety is a two-position lever that is located on the right side
of the tang; forward is the “fire” position. The triggeris a single-
stage with no discernible take-up or creep. Ours broke at 2.75
pounds straight out of the box.

I'm not a huge fan of detachable magazines on hunting rifles,
opting instead for an internal magazine such as the one used
on the Ridge Carbon. The magazine on our test rifle, which
was chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor, held four rounds while ex-
amples in the two magnum chamberings hold three. There is
a hinged floorplate that allows the user to unload the magazine
without cycling each cartridge through the action. The floor-
plate release is on the front side of the trigger guard.

SOFT TOUCH, SOFTER RECOIL

The Ridge Carbon is equipped with a rigid injection-molded
synthetic stock. Steel pillars are molded into the stock’s
action-screw inlets to provide a rigid torquing point for the
action screws though the stock is not bedded. The stock is
of a traditional sporter style rather than the tactically inspired
stocks now found everywhere on the market. That means a
straight comb, an open grip and a comfortable forend. The
stock, which uses Bergaras SoftTouch finish, is painted in a
tan and green camouflauge pattern with black speckles and
includes a rubber recoil pad.

The Ridge Carbonis equipped with a carbon-fiber-wrapped
barrel. These button-rifled and stress-relieved carbon-wrapped
barrels combine a traditional stainless-steel core with a 45-de-
oree anti-torsion carbon fabric. The carbon fiber provides rigid-
ity with minimal weight and can facilitate heat dissipation.
Let's be honest with ourselves, though, it mainly looks cool.
The profile is a No. 6 contour but, thanks to the materials used,
is very light. Rifling twist is 1:8 in this chambering, so any avail-
able 6.5mm bullet will stabilize. Barrels range from 20-24
inches depending on the cartridge and come threaded 5/8-24
at the muzzle. Thanks to the common thread pattern used, a
host of muzzle devices can be mounted. A removable multi-port
Omni muzzle brake comes installed on the rifle.

OUT-OF-THE-BOX ACCURATE

Thanks to the chambering, the stock fit and the muzzle
brake, the Ridge Carbon was extremely soft-shooting in
terms of recoil. Accuracy was consistently good, with all but
one of the four loads tested producing sub-MOA groups.
One load, Federal Premium's 130-grain Barnes TSX, averaged
0.5 MOA at 100 yards. The fact that one can buy a legitimate
out-of-the-box half-minute gun for $1,599 and get it done
with factory ammo is a great example of how far rifle and
ammunition performance has come in recent years. The
Ridge Carbon balances well and offers a good mix of porta-
bility and shootability. I would have no issue carrying this
rifle on a backpack hunt in tough terrain and would feel




INNOVATIVE “ALWAYS ON” TECHNOLOGY.

INSPIRED BY THE WORLD’S
MOST COMBAT-PROVEN OPTIC.

The tritium/fiber optic technology that’s in the Trijicon oo
AccuPoint® hunting riflescope is the same technology in TI"I]ICOITE
the Trijicon ACOG®—which is trusted by the U.S. military.
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BERGARA B-14 RIDGE CARBON

Type: Bolt-action rifle

Caliber: 6.5 Creedmoor (tested)

Barrel: 22 inches, 1:8 twist, carbon-fiber-wrapped,
threaded 5/8-24, muzzle brake

Weight: 6 pounds, 8 ounces
. Capacity: 4+1
. Stock: Synthetic
| Finish: Sniper Gray Cerakote
| Sights: None. Drilled and tapped for scope mounts

Safety: Receiver-mounted, two-position

Trigger: Single-stage, 2.75 pounds
Price: $1,599

Website: bergara.online/us/

ACCURACY TEST
(Average of three 3-shot groups at 100 yards)

Load
Norma Whitetail 140gr. SP

Hornady American Whitetail 129gr. InterLock
Nosler Trophy Grade 142gr. ABLR

Federal Premium 130gr. Barnes TSX

20 PETERSENSHUNTING.COM | OCTOBER 2023

confident making a tough shot with it if I had to. It would
do greatin a treestand or ground blind as well, thanks to its
relatively compact dimensions. This is, essentially, everything
that we can ask a big-game rifle to do.

Bergara continues to impress me with accurate, well-built
rifles designed for the field. The Ridge Carbon certainly fits
that definition. This is a versatile setup, ideal for many of
North Americas big-game hunting scenarios in its various
available cartridges. The Ridge Carbon brings you custom
rifle elements such as the carbon-fiber-wrapped barrel, but
in a factory package and price point. I drew an either-species
Montana deer tag for this fall. When I make the trip west,
this rifle is coming with me. @

The spiral-fluted bolt
body helps reduce overall
weight in the platform.

A multi-port Omni
muzzle brake
mitigates recoil.

Velocity (fps) Accuracy (in.)
2596 0.7
235 0.8
2,582 (hEs
2,525 0.5
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RV protection (even with zero cell reception)
Get coverage from a leader in RV insurance.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE /| PROGRESSIVE.COM
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PROGRESSIVE Sitiea

4 minutes

Progressive Casualty Insurance Co. & affiliates.




PASSPORT

CRAIG BODDINGTON

The Copper Option

As non-lead bullets become mandate,
better options abound.

n 1882, Lt. Col. Eduard Rubin of the Swiss Army in- expanded or "mushroomed.” Military, some match and bullets
vented the jacketed bullet, sheathing a lead core in a intended for the largest game kept the lead core completely

thin layer of copper. The jacketed bullet became encased to prevent expansion, called full metal jackets or
critically important two years later with the first ni- “solids.” Randy Brooks of Barnes Bullets introduced his homog-
trocellulose-based propellant. Even hardened lead enous copper alloy Super Solid in 1985. In July 1985, 1 used a
was too soft for new smokeless velocities. For the next 400-grain .416 Super Solid for my first elephant, which delivered

century, almost all centerfire rifle projectiles used a lead core through-and-through penetration with a side-on brain shot.
jacketed in copper or copper alloy. That same year, Randy and Coni Brooks began experiment-
Hunting bullets soon developed with some lead core exposed ing with an expanding copper bullet. Later, they brought some

at the tip, allowing the jacket to peel back while the soft lead samples down to the old Petersen building in Los Angeles.

30 PETERSENSHUNTING.COM | OCTOBER 2023



For vermin and pests, a flat-shooting, high-velocity cartridge iS a must.

: S0 are fast follow-up shots, the ability to mount optics, and using a trim
' Made In America platform that won’t weigh you down while on patrol. A lever or pump

Or Not Made At A]l action rifle from Henry Repeating Arms chambered in .22 Magnum or .17
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Henry Repeating Arms offers over 200 different models of rifles,
snotguns, and revolvers In a wide variety of calibers and finishes.
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Randy considered calling it the "Super Soft.” Expanded in water,
his bullets all looked much the same, petals peeled back from
a hollow nose cavity. Hold them by the base, and the petals
make a cross. Rotate the base slightly, and the petals form an
X. The Barnes X Bullet was introduced in 1989, the first homog-
enous-metal expanding bullet.

Today there are many copper (copper alloy) bullets. Some
hunters swear by them; others prefer traditional lead-core
bullets. Some rifles produce great groups with copper bullets:;
others do not. No different than any other bullet. You never
know what a given rifle will shoot well until you tryit. In some
areas (including the entire state of California, for all hunting),
unleaded projectiles are required.

Is this contentious? You bet. We don't like to be told what
we have to shoot. So let me say this: The copper expanding
bullet performs.

HOW IT'S BUILT

Copper bullets all work much the same, featuring a hollow nose
cavity with skived nose so that, upon impact, petals peel back.
The degree of expansion is limited or controlled by depth and
diameter of cavity. Generally, the copper bullet cannot expand
as much as a lead-core bullet. Expansion is the enemy of pen-
etration, so copper bullets are penetrating bullets. If you like
exit wounds, you should love them. On the other hand, if you
like perfectly mushroomed bullets "against the hide on the far
side, good luck. In my experience, most copper bullets will exit;
it takes large animals to stop them. As with all else, expansion
diminishes as range increases and velocity drops. Weight reten-
tion can push 100%, except petals can break off.

The copper bullet is more rigid than a lead-core bullet,
so it doesn't compress as easily into the rifling. There is thus
a pressure spike on firing, and the original Barnes X caused
heavy copper fouling in some barrels. Later, Barnes learned
that grooves around the bearing surface alleviated both
issues. Today, most copper bullets have grooves or driving
bands. Many copper bullets now also sport polymer tips.

Copper bullets of several brands. Generally, they all
perform the same, although petals can break off, and
expansion diminishes as velocity decreases.
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The sharp tip improves ballistic coefficients. As in tipped
lead-core bullets, upon impact the tip is driven into the nose
of the bullet, initiating expansion.

Copperis 26.6% lighter than lead. This means that a copper
bullet will be longer than a lead bullet of the same weight.
Eventually, this leads to action length and specified Cartridge
Overall Length (COL) limitations. As an example, Hornady's
new CX bullet goes up to 190 grains in .30 caliber, while their
lead-core ELD-X can be much heavier.

Because weight retention is higher, for hunting, copper bul-
lets can be lighter than lead-core bullets. When Randy Brooks
took his polar bear, I was surprised that he used a 185-grain
X-bullet in his .338. With a lead-core .338 bullet, I would have
used at least 225 grains. Absent weight loss, not as heavy a slug
is needed to ensure penetration, and the lighter bullet can be
faster, with less recoil. Years later, I took my own polar bear with
a 250-grain GMXin a.375 Ruger. It delivered complete penetra-
tion.In .375, 250 grains sounds light-for-caliber. Because of the

copper bullet’s greater length, it really isn't.

Boddington used some of the first Hornady CX bullets, 180-grain
in a .300 Win. Mag., on an ibex hunt in early 2022. So far, this was
the only CX he has recovered from game.
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LUPD BOLT-ACTION RIFLE

Sub MOA accuracy, advanced ergonomics and recoll-
reducing comfort are engineered into this innovative
chassis-style rifle. Now, with the addition of the
Industry-leading BE.S.T. treatment, it Is unmatched
when It comes to rust, corrosion and abrasions In
the field. To find out more, visit Benelli USA.com.
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FIELD PROVEN

['ve used copper bullets off and on since 1989. My
experience has been: The bigger the animal, the
better they work. In California, theyre wonderful
on big hogs. California deer hunters, suddenly
required to use them, often complained they
didn't work so well on our small-bodied blacktails.
American hunters love the behind-the-shoulder
lung shot: large target, little meat damage. Because
copper bullets are penetrators with limited expan-
sion, on smaller deer this shot tends to leave small
entrance and exit wounds and may require some
tracking. African hunters prefer a central shoul-
der/top of the heart shot, believing it yields
quicker and more certain results. With copper
bullets, especially on smaller-bodied animals,

borrow that page and change your mindset: Go
for the center-shoulder shot.

As to which copper bullet is best, let your

rifle tell you. Performance on game is similar, but like any
bullet, groups will usually vary. The Barnes X long ago
morphed to the TSX with driving bands, then to TTSX with
polymer tip. Latest is their LRX, with a higher BC. Federal
has their excellent Trophy Copper, and have long loaded
Barnes bullets. Winchester has Copper Impact with their
Copper Extreme Point: a larger diameter tip and cavity. I used
it in Africa last summer in a 6.8 Western where it showcased
excellent performance with no bullets recovered.
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Tony Lombardo Wlth a California hog. Copper options are not
factory-available for many older cartridges. Boddington used a
handloaded Hammer copper bullet in his Winchester M71 in .348.

[ used Hornady's GMX quite a bit and usually got good ac-
curacy and always gotreliable performance on game. Their CX
bullet is an upgrade, adding a Heat Shield Tip and reducing the
required velocity for reliable expansion. As Hornady's Neil

Davies remarked to me, “Weve tweaked t

can, but there isnt much tweaking to
bullet.” So far, I've used 180- and 190
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he CX as much as we

be done on a copper
-grain .30-caliber CX.
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Meant to complement the historic Mark V' and Vanguard' lineups,
the Model 307 1s a 2-Lug, fully cylindrical action compatible with
many aftermarket accessories. Proudly built in Sheridan, WY, the
Model 307 will be available Ina wide range of Weatherby ano
non-Weatherpy calibers. Nothing shoots flatter, hits harder or is
mMore accurate than a Weatherby. Learn more at Weatherby.com
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PASSPORT

Exceptional perfor-
mance, but I can't say

if  wanted to hunt Cal-
ifornia hogs with my

"better than GMX’
Normas EcoStrike is
another highly ad-
vanced copper bullet,
nickel-plated to prevent
copper fouling. I havent
hunted with it, but I've

seen excellent accuracy.

The newest copper bul-

let from the majors is
Remingtons Core-Lokt
Copper. This one I
haven't had a chance to

use. I figure if they dared

to put the Core-Lokt
name on it, it would
have to be good.

Supplies being as
they are, it's probably a
long-term project to try a
bunch of bullets to see what
your rifle shoots best. Copper
bullets are getting more
popular, but sometimes, the majors don't offer a solution.
There are smaller shops across the country that might. No
major manufacturer loads an unleaded .348 bullet, essential

.348. Cutting Edge in
Idaho makes lathe-
turned bullets. Al-
though specializing in
long-range bullets, they
offer four .348-inch bul-
lets. Montanas Ham-
mer Bullets also offers
copper .348 bullets, and
they solved another
problem for me. My old
250 Savage has the
original 1:14 barrel. Be-
cause of length, even
75-grain copper bullets
tumbled. Hammer ofi-
fersa 67-grain .257 bul-
let that my rifle shoots

well. Along our Califor-
nia Central Coast, gun-savvy
local friends are raving about
Sam McGuires locally made
Copper Rose expanding bul-
let, also turned on CNC lathes. I'm sure there are other good
copper bullets I haven't even heard of. These days, nothing is
available everywhere, but copper options are on the rise. @

.30-06
9.76 /150 er
™ No. 20174242 §

Hn--.u;: 338 WIH MAG
s 185 ar GMX "

: : = w— - - |
COPPER A .2M o |

6.8 western
162 GRAIN

These days, nothing is available everywhere, but factory options for
copper bullets are increasing rapidly, with all major manufacturers
now offering one or another copper bullet.

N
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VWINODHES TEIKGUND. REPEATING ARMS

WINCHESTER Is A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF OLIN CORPORATION.
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WHITE [AILS

Larrys Legacy

One hunter’s lessons are passed

on to the next generation.

he red Chevy S-10 was tiny, the way '80s-era

four-banger pickups were, and perhaps that

made the buck in the bed of it seem larger

than life. But the deer would've been big on

a flatbed trailer, too. It was a massive, main-

frame 8 pointer with beams that curled like
flames from a hardwood campfire and forked G-2s so long
they could've been used to stake bean plants.

The buck even looked large next to Larry, who didn't step
out of the S-10 so much as unfold from it. He was 6-foot-4,
oive or take, and wrapped in lean muscle built from a lifetime
of working cattle, hauling hay and wrestling implements. He
worked the farm in the evenings, his second job, after hed
put in his eight hours at the plant.

Larry banked his vacation, using some of it for turkey
hunting in April, but saved most of it until November, for
rifle season. He hunted the same farm that hed worked since
he was 14, where hed learned to be a deer hunter. The first

WILL BRANTLEY

time I walked into his house, I saw shoulder mounts of two
whitetails that were bigger than any I'd ever seen on the
hootf. Record-book deer, or close to it.

“What did those things score?” I asked, but he shrugged
and smiled and said, "T've never been too worried about that.
Hed tell me the stories of getting them without missing a
detail, though. He shot the biggest one on a foggy morning,
on the bank of the pond dam, through a blackberry thicket
with a .30-06 that he called Old Stomper.

We liked telling hunting stories, Larry and me. It was an
unlikely friendship, since I was the skinny, 17-year-old boy
who was dating Michelle, his youngest daughter. She and I
had been to the movies the afternoon he killed the giant 8
pointer, and wed rushed back to meet him at dark, to see how
his hunt had gone. This was before cellphones.

The three of us stood around the tailgate of that little S-10,
looking at the buck, clouds of breath blowing in the nighttime
November chill, as Larry told of how the deer had stepped out
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Patriot
450 Bushmaster
Threaded Barrel
Walnut

SAFETY TIP A

Store firearms securely, inaccessible
to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state, and local:
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A WINNER
BY
KNOCKOUT.

WhitEtﬂ!l huntmg opportunities in
an increasing number of locales.

VERSATILE PATRIOT RIFLES IN
HEAVY-HITTING 450 BUSHMASTER.

Patriot rifles are durable, accurate, and loaded with features.
Modern innovations, traditional styling, and the stopping

power of 45U Bushmaster rounds combine to keep you in the
hunt— whatever the game, whatever the season.
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SCAN CODE FOR MORE INFO

Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking
firearms for more than a century.

MOSSBERG

SIN.CE 1919

LEARN MORE AT
MOSSBERG.COM
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WHITETAILS

Larry loved hunting big bucks and took
several during his lifetime. This 10 pointer
was the last buck he hung on the wall.

of the creek bottom, near the canebrake, 10 minutes before
dark. He smiled, laughed and shouldered an imaginary rifle.
It's been almost 25 years, but sometimes I think, if I'm quiet
enough, I can still hear him telling that story.

A TRADITION OF SUCCESS

Larry was good at hunting trophy deer. The last one he had
shoulder-mounted was in 2017, a typical 10 pointer thatI guess
would score about 150. He didn't measure it, of course, but he
did pose for a picture with it, alongside Michelle and our son,
Anse, who was three at the time.

So much of how Larry hunted was at odds with today’s main-
stream advice. His time in the woods was restricted to the week-
ends and vacation days he could get from work. He couldn't
afford to stay at home to keep from overpressuring his spots. He
didn't worry much about the wind, and he never looked at a
hunting app in his life. He simply got in his stand before daylight
and got out after dark, with a short break for lunch.

That's not to say he was always passive. The evening before
he killed it, Larry saw the giant 8 pointer across the river
bottoms, 500 yards away or farther. So, the next day he snuck
closer and set up on the edge of the creek, next to a canebrake
in a folding dove chair. That night, when the buck came back
out, it was a mere 90 yards away.

Larry's gear was minimalistic, but purposeful. His go-to rifle
was a Model 700 in .270, with a 3-9x40 scope, but one year he
surprised us all when he sprung for a brand-new Ruger .300
Win. Mag., Leupold scope and laser rangefinder. He had designs
on being able to kill a buck from across the bottoms, at 500
yards if he needed to, but he switched back to his .270 the fol-

A0 PETERSENSHUNTING.COM | OCTOBER 2023

As only a grandfather can, Larry passed
his affinity for hunting to his grandson
Anse—opictured here with his first buck.

lowing year. He embraced trail cameras and ran them all sum-
mer and fall. Hed check his cards once a week, download
photos on the home computer, and then tell his wife Mary,
Michelle's mom, to e-mail them to us. After that, hed call to be
sure Michelle had received them.

He must have had a thousand pictures of that last big 10
pointer he shot from his box blind, with his .270.
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& THE HUNTING &
LONG RANGE
CROSSOVER.

=1 PRIMAL
3-18X50

GET THE BEST OF BOTH
WORLDS

Attention all hunters! The Riton 3
Primal 3-18x50 is the ultimate
optic designed with you in mind.
With a magnification range of
3-18x, adjusted quickly by Riton’s
Patent Pending Dual Throw Lever
System, its perfect for a wide
range of long range shooting
applications, both hunting and
precision. If you're a long-range
hunter or a precision shooter, this
one’s for you! See the difference
with Riton Optics!
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| WWW.RITONOPTICS.COM
Rl I On Quality, Value and Service are at the core

|
of everything we do at Riton. i_




WHAT IS




the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
B brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,
recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother
Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content
One site
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We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu

AvaxHome - Your End Place



ONE FINAL SEASON

Anse shot his first deer, a 140-class 10 pointer, when he was
six years old. Michelle and I had hoped that a doe or spike
would be the kid's first deer, but that's not what stepped out.
[ was worried my son would be spoiled on deer hunting, but
Larry wasn't. T told you that boy would get a good one, he
said. "He'll be hooked for life.”

It was August of last year, and Larry and Anse had been
working on stands and checking trail cameras. Anse was
eight years old, and it would be his third deer season. Though
hed killed several whitetails, he hadn't yet shot a buck from
Papaw's stand. Larry wanted to change that.

But Anse came home and said Papaw's back had been
hurting him. Larry thought for a while that hed pulled a
muscle. But the pain persisted and got worse, and just after
Halloween, he was diagnosed with cancer. It was serious, the
doctors said. Theyd need to run more tests to know how
serious, and what the treatment options were.

Larry had no plans of being given a timeline or treatment.
He went home, to live as long as he could, maybe for another
deer season. And he planned to sit with Anse and me on the
afternoon of opening day, November 12. Wed stocked the box
blind with an extra heater and propane, and we thought
perhaps we could drive the truck to the back door of the blind,
where Larry could step in and not have to walk much.

Two days earlier, when wed made the plan, it couldve
worked. The forecast for opening afternoon was perfect, with
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Michelle and Anse posing with Papaw’s
big 10 pointer he shot back in 2017
when Anse was only three years old.

a rare dusting of snow on the ground. But Larry could scarcely
stand from his favorite chair. He called Anse to his side, wrapped
a frail arm around him and said, "You go hunt my stand, and
keep watch. There are some nice 8 pointers over there, and an
old big one, too.

The sit was magic. Wed no more closed the box blind
door when a spike came crashing through the timber wild-
eyed after a pair of does. The noise settled, and an hour later
[ saw more does coming, with a nice 8 pointer in tow. Larry's
blind overlooked a lane bulldozed through the trees, and
the does crossed it, 60 yards in front of us.

“Get ready, buddy, hes going to be right behind them, I
whispered. The rifle was already out the window. I heard the
safety click and knew the kid was steady. The buck material-
ized, quartering sharply to us, and I didn't have to explain to
Anse to hold on the front of the shoulder, at the crease of the
neck. The buck scrambled across the dozer lane at the shot,
and we found heavy blood in the snow. The deer lay dead next
to the creek, the one that flows through the bottoms and
eventually trickles out near the canebrake.

Larry stood from his chair that night, one of the last times
he was able, and walked out onto the porch. And there the
four of us stood, him and Anse, Michelle and me, as Anse
laughed and smiled and told the story of his buck, even us-
ing his hands to shoulder an imaginary rifle, our clouds of
breath blowing in the nighttime November chill. @
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CALL NOW T0O
CLAIM YOUR OFFER

*VALID ONLY ON PHONE ORDERS

FIND THE RIGHT
SILENCER FOR YOU

We help you select the best
silencer for you. We sell leading
silencer brands, including our very
own Banish Premium Brand.

D
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SILENCER
CENTRAL.

LET US HANDLE THE
PAPERWORK

The biggest obstacle, out of
your way, and with eForms your
application can be approved
even quicker than previous
paper applications.

ENJOY FRONT DOOR
DELIVERY

You don’t even have to leave
your home. Once your silencer’s
paperwork is approved, we’ll ship it
straight to you.

SILENCERCENTRAL.COM
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Glass For Success

Optical options for hunting the wide-open West.

ou cant hunt what you can't see. Sounds optics ranging drastically in function, size and cost. Filtering
simple, but locating game in the vast, rugged through the endless options can be a daunting task, but
expanses of the West is a challenging ob- there are a few crucial variables to consider when assembling
stacle many hunters struggle to overcome. your Western optics list. Below is a breakdown of these
There is an art to using your optics effec- optical essentials and how to select the best options for your
tively, but first things first: the glass. When next hunting adventure.
hunting the West, there are four optics that are essential for Keep in mind the old adage "you get what you pay for"
locating, assessing and sealing the deal when the moment when selecting optics. That is not to say there aren't sev-
of truth arrives. They are a clear binocular, powerful spotting eral great budget-friendly options. But if there is one genre
scope, reliable rangefinder and a precise riflescope. of hunting equipment to splurge on, optics is it. Remember,

Western hunters are inundated with a smorgasbord of  you cant hunt what you can't see.
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