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Sue the
Feds!

Big Lawsuit.
Bigger Freedom.

We're not just helpin’ folks buy suppressors.
We're takin’ the ATF to court — so one day, nobody has to.

The Big Beautiful Lawsuit is the fight for your right
to shoot quiet without askin' Uncle Sam'’s permission.

We're the Silencer Shop Foundation.
And we're here to end the noise — permanently.

This ain't about paperwork.
It's about liberty.

Donate today. Because freedom shouldn’t come with a tax
stamp.

SilencerShopFoundation.org
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22 SHORT AND SWEET

By RICHARD NANCE

Rost Martin follows up i1ts well-received RM1C with the RM1S Comp, a
svelte striker-fired 9mm that’s sized right for carry and is easy to shoot
thanks to 1ts compensator.

28 PEDAL TO THE METAL

By BRAD FITZPATRICK

Ed Brown’s Fueled series welcomes a Springfield Armory gun to its fold:
the double-stack Prodigy 4.25. It’s a great example of how to make a good

pistol even better.

36 HEX SIGN

By KEITH WOOD

Relative newcomer Jacob Grey Firearms builds on its well-established
machining expertise to produce the Hex, a sharp-looking, loaded 2011
pistol for the discriminating handgunner.

44 ATIP OF THE HAT

By BRAD FITZPATRICK
Turkish maker Girsan introduces the MC 14T X, a tip-up .380 semiauto

that has the capacity and shootability to make it a gun worth considering

for concealed carry.

32 SANDS OF TIME

By KEITH WOOD

Beretta’s new 92X1 Sabbia 1s, surprisingly, a single-action version of the

established Model 92, and i1t’s ready to rock and roll in the competition
pistol world.

I4 ESSENTIALS

BRAD FITZPATRICK

DEPARTMENTS

sive bullet 1s a winner.

EN GARDE

RICHARD NANCE

The critical balance between
shooting speed and accuracy
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F'iocchi’s first in-house defen-
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By J. SCOTT RUPP
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By J. SCOTT RUPP




WHERE THERE' S

oMUKE

THERE S FIRE.

———
..-"‘_I"LI_ N _'. 3

L
T‘;ﬁﬂ‘%ﬁ A ‘
'

A\

|

T BRG] T BT e
TOMNDVETIONS

— Oy B N8R -
n e Y [-l & >
.. '-m-'ﬂ:q'_ -I'-H: ‘.‘.

CANiK® TTI Combat *SMOKE®

Superiority gets a bold new finish with the CANiK® TTI Combat SMOKE—born from the elite partnership between CANiK®
and Taran Tactical Innovations. Designed by world champion Taran Butler, this pistol features a custom polymer frame,
ported and spiral-fluted PVD coated barrel, CANIK's first compensator, aggressive grip texture, aluminum flat faced trigger
with 90° degree break, premium TTI +3 base pad, adjustable sights, and a low-profile optic cut.

WEIGHT: 29.5 0z REAR SIGHT: Adjustable CARTRIDGE: 9mm Luger BARREL LENGTH: 4.6”
CAPACITY: 18+1 rounds MAGAZINE: {2) 18 Round Magazines and {1) + 3 Extension FRAME MATERIAL: Synthetic HEIGHT: 5.87"
FRONT SIEPT: Iti'l\_l"lzl‘:tﬁber optic FINISH COLOR: TTI SMOKE OVERALL LENGTH: 7.85" Ui L
ront sig

CANIIK

. e FIREARMS

@canikusa  @usacanik  @canikusa CanikUSA com LEARN MORE
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The acquisition, ownership, possession and use of firearms are heavily regulated. Some models may not be legally available
In your state or locale. Whatever your purpose for lawfully acquiring a firearm - know the law, get trained and shoot safely.
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Thoughts on Carry

Reading Jack Hennessy’s article on competing with
your carry gun (Speedloads, August/September)
made me think of my own practices. I do compete in
IDPA and GPA with a full-size SIG Sauer P320-XFive
Legion or a Spectre Comp model, but I carry a P320
compact model set up the same way—the same red
dot and Gas Pedal but slightly heavier tuned trigger.
Shooting 600-plus rounds a month with my competi-
tion models has made me used to safely managing a
light trigger, so why would I carry the same model
with a heavier, stock trigger or none of the modifica-
tions on my competition guns? Other than weight and
capacity, my carry gun has the exact same features I
shoot all the time.

It’s not necessary to compete with the exact model
of gun one carries to be just as skilled with a smaller,
lighter version of the same model. Equipping the gun
with similar modifications is the key, as well as being
as skilled as time, money and motivation will allow.

ERNIE GARLAND, FLORIDA

Not So Sweet Surplus

I just nearly puked after reading Jeff John’s “Sweet,
Sweet Surplus” (Speedloads, October/November)!
Johns bought a beat M1911A from CMP and tried to
make it an economic triumph. Why? I am a retired
federal lawman, a veteran and a longtime reader of
Handguns until now. Why does CMP charge $1,100 for
a beat M1911A!? CMP has old M1911 pistols that were
long ago paid for at $55 per gun by taxpayers. Why is
old stuff charged prices for new M1911 pistols?
RoN BENJAMIN, PENNSYLVANIA

Hi Mr. Benwjaman: I assigned the article to Jeff
because I wanted to let readers know about the CMP
surplus pistol sales program, which I felt was less
known than its rifle sales program and, as mentioned
in the piece, recently restarted. As far as prices, value
1S 1 the eye of the beholder.—Scott
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New Handguns TV Season Underway!
The popular “Handguns” television show, now in its 12th season, is cur-
rently airing on Sportsman Channel. We're on Thursday nights at 10:30

Eastern, plus other airings throughout the week, so check your local
listings. Here’s what’s coming up.

CagliE S LB e ! 2 B et
L S i : Le e B |

Nov. 13—"0ut There” Handguns
Nov. 20—Daily Carry Tips

Nov. 2/—NMentoring New Shooters
Dec. 4—-Classic Guns

Oct. 16—Mentoring New Shooters
Oct. 23—~Classic Guns

Oct. 30—The Toughest Shot
Nov. 6—Top Defensive Skills

Remember, you can also catch past seasons of “Handguns”—as well as
a ton of other shooting, hunting and fishing shows—uvia the My Outdoor
TV app. Visit MyOutpoorTV.com to start your free trial.

Industry Intel Report
Julie Golob has joined SPRINGFIELD
ARMORY as a pro shooter and brand ambas-
sador. A former member of the U.S. Army
Marksmanship Unit, Golob is a world cham-
pion shooter competing in Bianchi Cup, Steel
Challenge, USPSA, IDPA and IPSC. In addition,
she’s the first and only seven-division USPSA
women'’s national champion. As a writer

who has authored a shooting-sports primer
as well as a children’s book on gun safety, Golob will be contributing to
Springfield’s The Armory Life publication in addition to her shooting and
brand ambassador responsibilities.

KELTEC held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at its Rock Springs, Wyoming,
facility. The company has been producing its PR57 pistol there and said
Rock Springs will be where “the next generation of firearms takes shape.”

CONTACT US

EMAIL Handguns@OQutdoorSG.com

@ w INSTAGRAM, TWITTER @HandgunsMag

E1 FACEBOOK facebook.com/HandgunsMag

SNAIL MAIL Handguns, P.0. Box 271305, Fort Collins, CO 80527
SUBSCRIPTION ADDRESS CHANGES, PROBLEMS, QUESTIONS!
EMAIL, PHONE HGScustserv@cdsfulfillment.com, 800-800-4486
SNAIL MAIL Handguns, P.0. Box 37539, Boone, |A 50037-0539
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Everyday carry revolutionized by the
AIMPOINT® COA™ - an all-new rugged red

I E R I E : I I : N dot optic designed for slimline and standard
pistol frames. Personal protection has a new
standard of perfection in simplicity and trust.

E 1975-2025

Aimpoint:

THE ORIGINAL
RED DOT SIGHT

() Performance from Trust’
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RED-DOT DILEMMAS
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RULE 1: ALL GUNS ARE ALWAYS LOADED

DO DOT AND WINDOW SIZES REALLY MATTER THAT MUCH?

By Jack Hennessy

WITH THE EXPLOSION IN POPULARITY
of red-dot sights, beginners and
veterans alike are faced with a lot
of decisions, not the least of which
are how big a window and what size
dot are going to suit them best—and
how bright should the dot be?
Windows on red-dot sights run
the gamut from the large Vortex XL

down to Leupold’s DeltaPoint Micro.

And when it comes to dot size, some
shooters believe the bigger the bet-
ter, almost as if a hint of northern
lights will always guide them to
their dot—think Ruger’s 15 m.o.a.
ReadyDot—while others prefer the
tried-and-true three m.o.a. dot.
But when does size matter and
why? Simply put, a larger window
means a greater chance of find-
ing the dot upon drawing even if
a shooter’s grip isn’t perfect or if
the pistol’s sights aren’t perfectly
aligned with the shooter’s eye. A

8 HANDGUNS DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026

bigger dot, even if not centered, will
present a blur—a hint of light—1in
the side or corner of the window,
which makes it easier for a shooter
to adjust grip in order to center the
dot.

But there’s another factor some
shoots may not consider. Travis To-
masie, an IPSC world champion and
USPSA national champion as well
as an instructor, encourages those
he coaches to experiment with the
brightness of their dot in different
lighting conditions.

“A larger dot allows the shooter to
use a lower brightness setting while
still being easy and quick to visually
acquire,’” Tomasie said. “It should
be noted that correctly adjusting the
brightness of the dot is one of the
most commonly overlooked aspects
of using an optic. It can clearly be
too dim, but it can also be too bright
to achieve optimal performance.”

According to Tomasie, the 1deal
technique 1s to keep both eyes open
while maintaining target focus.

“When the dot is set too bright it
can distract from the target, making
it difficult to precisely determine
the gun’s position at the moment the
gun fires,” he said. “Using a larger
dot allows you to dial down the
brightness until it appears semi-
transparent, enabling better visibil-
ity of the target through the dot and
improving overall target focus.”

Tomasie notes that despite the
common belief that a smaller dot
1S more accurate, you can achieve
the same level of practical accuracy
with a bigger dot—but with 1t dialed
down so it’s semi-transparent, as he
noted above. “The dot becomes less
intrusive and allows for a clearer
view of the target, aiding precision
without sacrificing speed,” he said.

A larger dot also tends to main-

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



NEVER LET THE MUZZLE POINT AT

tain its circular quality better when
turned down, and that can be espe-
cially important for shooters with
astigmatism.

However, there’s a case to be
made for smaller dots—and smaller
windows as well. For example,
Trijicon designed its Trijicon Rug-
ged Miniature Reflex or RMR by
prioritizing durable materials and
construction over glass size so it
can better withstand hard use.

Similarly, while Leupold’s Delta-
Point Pro 1s built larger overall—
with a correspondingly bigger win-
dow—Iit has an outer steel sheath
that protects against significant
impacts. Other sight manufacturers
take this approach, and if rugged-
ness matters to you, it’s something
to consider.

Those who carry concealed may
argue a smaller pistol optic is easi-
er to conceal and less likely to snag
when drawing from concealment.
Conversely, a counter argument is
that a concealed handgun’s first
and primary purpose 1s to protect,
not hide, and a sight’s primary duty
1s to help the shooter be confident
1n making hits.

Shooters who opt for smaller dots
may state they prefer a more pre-
cise dot for making longer shots. An
eight m.o.a. dot may cover the head
A Zone of an IPSC target at 25 yards
but will extend outside the head at
100 yards.

However, most shooters agree a
100-yard pistol shot is less than ad-
visable. Still, when we are respon-
sible for every bullet that leaves
our gun, it’s important to remember
Elisjsha Dicken stopped an active

shooter from 40 yards wit]
seconds at an Indiana ma.

nin 15

1 in July

2022. (Also worth noting, .
using irons.)

1€ wWas

F'BI stats claim the average
shooting distance in a defense situ-

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

ANYTHING YOU'RE NOT WILLING TO DESTROY
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[N At closer distances, even a four-fold increase in dot size doesn’t make
much difference, but at longer ranges—most would say beyond practical
handgun distances—size has a great effect.

ation 1s at three yards and 1s over
within three seconds. Some hand-
gun instructors and experts will
advise that someone who carries
should be proficient up to seven
yards. In the competition world,
targets rarely exceed 25 yards, but
the sizes of the targets can vary.
All to say: The decision of dot
or window size 1s likely a product
of whether a person plans for the
most likely scenario or skews more
toward Murphy’s Law, which states,
“Anything that can go wrong, will
go wrong.”

While there are arguments to be
made for either side, technique and
training are probably more criti-
cal than the size question—or even
whether to go with the red dot or
stick with irons.

“I bet more people have been
crushed by trying to find a red dot,
trying to acquire a front sight, than
just trusting in your foundation, the
stance, the grip, the head position-
1ing, the trigger prep and reset, and
driving out and making it in one
smooth pull,” said former Navy
SEAL D.J. Shipley. ©
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KEEP YOUR FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER

UNTIL YOUR SIGHTS ARE ON TARGET

OLD SCHOOL | BY BOB CAMPBELL

ROSSI PRINCESS

FEW GUNS AREACTUALLY CUTE—PER-

haps a Baby Browning or the Taurus

PT22 qualifies—but the Rossi Prin-
cess 1s a cute gun. Manufactured

long before Taurus purchased Rossi,

it was popular in its day.

The seven-shot .22 Rossi Prin-
cess was sometimes referred to as
a Rossi Ladysmith, as it is clearly a
clone of the Smith & Wesson Lady-
smith. The Rossi was manufactured
from 1965-69, but its importation
was largely curtailed by the Gun

Control Act of 1968 thanks to its two-

inch barrel.

The Princess 1s indeed a small
revolver at six inches long and 3.75
inches tall, and it weighs only 11
ounces. It features a bright nickel
finish that on my sample has worn
well. Blued Princesses exist but
seem rare, as are barrel lengths of
three and four inches.

The left side of the barrel is en-
graved “Amadeo Rossi & CIA.” The
right side is stamped “.22 LR.” A
stylized emblem is found on the side
plate. The three-screw side plate
makes for a dated design even for
1965. On the left side of the frame is
small roundel with “CAL” and “22”
inside. It appears hand cut with a
scribe and not nearly as nicely en-
graved as other markings.

The grips are marbled plastic
with a silver-colored Rossi emblem.
The lower right receiver is marked
“Firearms Int’l Corp, Washington
DC,” a large company that imported
many affordable handguns.

The Princess uses a rebounding
hammer similar to the Iver Johnson
design for safety. The Rossi features
coll springs rather than the Lady-
smith’s leaf spring.

The revolver 1s primarily con-
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[} A seven-shot .22 revolver manufactured from 1965-69, Rossi’s Princess
closely resembles Smith & Wesson’s Ladysmith.

structed of Zamak, a non-ferrous
alloy, although the barrel, cylinder
and hard use points are steel. The
cylinder flutes are etched in a fash-
1on popular in Brazilian revolvers.

The ejector rod is held in place
by a spring-loaded plunger. The
plunger is pulled forward to release
the rod and swing out the cylinder.
The ejector rod has plenty of length
and leverage to extract spent cases.

The receiver features a raised
boss at the rear of the topstrap that
houses the rear sight. The front is a
rather sharp serrated ramp.

I found the revolver at $150. It is
1in decent shape, but some would
say only a very nice example in the
original box 1s collectible at all.
Most are in the $250 range, although
I found a boxed example appearing
unfired for $500.

The intent of the Rossi wasn’t to
offer a collectible but a revolver to
be carried, presumably by female
shooters. I think many women were
gifted a Princess by well-meaning
fathers and spouses.

The double-action trigger on

this one 1s atrocious, and pull-

ing a 12-pound trigger against an
11-ounce revolver isn’t good for
accuracy. At five yards I was able

to put most shots in the X ring, but
after firing 14 rounds the gun locked
up tight. The trigger was frozen.

I thought maybe I could repair it,
but old-model Rossis are a chal-
lenge. There are blind holes and
tiny spring plungers in the side plate
that confound the most experienced
gunsmith. There was nothing amiss,
so I cleaned the action, and tried
again. I had the great luck of firing
another 14 rounds. Then the gun
locked up again. Oh well.

The Ross1 Princess 1s an interest-
ing little revolver from a time when
small handguns were regarded as
fashion accessories. People pur-
chased it because it was cheap while
higher quality than some other
imports. Even at twice the price of
a Rohm .22, it was that of a Smith &
Wesson revolver, and the Ladysmith
was long out of print. It is a note-
worthy revolver that may rightly be
called cute or perhaps quaint. 0,
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Based on Springfield Armory’s Professional 1911 emploved by the FBI's Hostage
Rescue Team, the TRP™ family of pistols was created to deliver a premium,
hard-use 1911 platform. Now available in new optics-ready models in .45 ACP
and, for the first time, 9MM. The forged slide and frame are hand-selected for fit
and finish and paired with the AOS optics-mounting system for optimal
iIntegration of today’s most popular optics.
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| SPEEDLOADS

BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET
AND WHAT'S BEYOND IT

QUICK SHOT | BY J. SCOTT RUPP

BILL RUGER STARTED HIS COMPANY

with a semiauto .22 pistol that was a
huge hit, and more than 75 years lat-
er the firm is continuing to innovate
with its rimfire semiautos. The Mark
IV 22/45 Lite 1s a great example.

Instead of the Nambu/Luger-
inspired frame design found on the
standard MK IV, the 22/45 models
mimic the 1911’s grip angle. That
makes it a great trainer not just for
1911 fans but also an all-around
plinking, competition or hunting
gun for anyone—because the 1911’s
grip rules. Just note that standard
1911 grip panels will not fit the 22/45.

As a Mk IV 22/45 Lite, it’s built
with an aluminum recelver and an
aluminum shroud that surrounds
the tensioned steel barrel. The
shroud has lightening cuts that not
only reduce weight but, in the case
of this model, show off the gold-col-
ored barrel that’s threaded 1/2x28
for suppressors or brakes.

There’s a nice long section of Pic
rail for adding a red dot. The fully
adjustable rear sight and blade front
are easily visible over the top of the
rail if you don’t mount an optic.

The MKk IV is incredibly easy to
disassemble, a major departure
from previous versions—and I know
because I own a Mk III. With the Mk
IV, just unload the gun, place it on

LITE

RUGER MK IV 22/45

The gun features an optics rail as well as fully adjustable iron sights. The
grip angle mimics a 1911’s. M The gold, threaded barrel (I.) shows through
lightening cuts in the aluminum shroud. The controls (r.) include an ambi
thumb safety and a takedown button at the back of the frame.

Safe and press the takedown button
at the rear to separate receiver from
frame.

While it’s a mere 25 ounces—half
a pound lighter than a comparable
standard 22/45—it’s still well bal-
anced and a real joy to shoot with
a suppressor. Bench accuracy was
great, and 1n practical shooting it

ACCURACY RESULTS RUGER MK IV 22/45LITE

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
.22 Long Rifle Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
Remington StandardV LRN 38 849 32 1.2
Remington StandardV LRN* 38 869 35 1.4
SK Semiauto Rifle LRN 40 /73 38 1.4
Magtech LRN 40 /85 34 2.0

Notes: (*With Banish 22 suppressor). Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups with an Aimpoint H2 red
dot. Velocities are averages of 15 shots recorded 10 feet from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX. Abbreviation: LRN, lead

roundnose
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was easy to hit with, suppressed or
unsuppressed. I think you’d be hard-
pressed to find a better all-around
.22 semiauto. O

RUGER
MK IV 22/45 LITE

TYPE: semiauto rimfire

CALIBER: .22 Long Rifle

CAPACITY: two 10-round mags supplied
BARREL: 4.4 in., threaded 1/2x28
OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 8.4/5.5/1.2 in.
WEIGHT: 25 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: anodized aluminum re-
celver; polymer frame and grip panels
TRIGGER: 3 Ib., 1 0z. (measured)
SIGHTS: fully adjustable rear, blade front
SAFETIES: ambi thumb, mag disconnect
PRICE: $739

MANUFACTURER: Ruger, RUGER.cOM
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| ESSENTIALS | By BRAD FITZPATRICK

FIOCCHIHAS BEEN MANUFACTURING AM-
munition for almost 150 years, but it
wasn’'t until 2025 that the company
released its first defensive handgun
bullet. This groundbreaking projec-
tile will only be available 1in Fioc-
chi’s new CovertX line of handgun
ammunition.

The success or failure of a per-
sonal defense bullet boils down to
construction. A well-designed bullet
penetrates effectively but does not
overpenetrate, expands reliably and
is effectively “barrier blind” so it
will perform well on FBI protocol
tests. But building a bullet that does
all this and is accurate, affordable
and easy to manufacture at scale is
no mean feat.

Fiocchl began with a premium
copper jacket and added a lead
core—a pretty common recipe for a
jacketed hollowpoint bullet design.
However, there are some notable
differences between CovertX bullets
and other defensive bullets.

The Fiocchi bullet 1s not bonded,
but bonding 1s not always necessary
for premium performance. However,
premium construction and reliable
expansion and penetration are 1m-
portant. To accomplish this, Fioc-
chi designed its bullet with a lead
core with pre-cut serrations and
wrapped it in a thick copper jacket.

The jacket holds together as the
bullet impacts the target, and the
pre-cut lead core is designed to
expand reliably at impact velocities.
In addition to the pre-cut lead core,
CovertX bullets also feature skiv-
ing in the nose to further regulate
expansion and create the classic
mushroom profile.

I spoke with Fiocchi product

14 HANDGUNS DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026

GOVERT OPERATION

COVERTX IS FIOCCHI’S FIRST DEFENSIVE BULLET, AND IT'S EXCELLENT.

J. Scott Rupp photo

[N CovertX is available in a variety of different chamberings from .380 ACP to
45 ACP, including revolver chamberings like .38 Special and .357 Magnum.
Bullet designs and powder charges are tailored to specific cartridges.

manager Travis Franklin about

the bullet’s design, and he pointed
out that across the range of loads—
which includes .380 ACP, 9mm, .38
Special, .357 Magnum and .45 ACP
offerings—each bullet profile was
designed for optimum performance
for that cartridge at standard impact
velocities.

The .45 ACP load travels at just
875 fps while the .357 Magnum has a
muzzle velocity of 1,425 fps, yet both
these rounds are expected to per-
form well when compared side by
side. Franklin told me this requires
attention to jacket thickness, lead
core geometry and bullet profile.
Hence the new CovertX bullet 1s
not really one bullet but rather five
unique bullets that share similar de-
sign and manufacturing processes.

Bullet design is critical to the
performance of a personal defense
load, but it isn’t the only consider-
ation. Reliability is essential, and
to ensure reliable feeding Fiocchi

Fiocchi CovertX

Bullet Muzzle Muzzle

Cartridge Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Energy (ft.-lbs.)

.380 ACP 95 1,015 217
9mm Luger 124 1L 119 342
.38 Special +P 125 1,100 336
397 Magnum 125 1,425 b64
.45 ACP 230 875 391

nickel plates all its cases for con-
sistent performance. Nickel plating
lowers the friction coefficient, the
drag between metal surfaces that
can cause a malfunction—especially
1n a dirty gun.

Franklin said the company also
spent time evaluating propellants
and charges to find just the right
powder loads to provide consistent
performance.

The results speak for themselves.
I tested three semiauto defense
pistols with CovertX ammunition,
and the results are listed in the
table below. The barrel lengths

——

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM
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«— 1n my test were between 4.9 and
five inches, and all the velocities

I got exceeded factory specs. In a
separate test you'll read about in a
second, a 3.4-inch barrel turned in
a muzzle velocity average below the
1,115 fps spec for the 9mm.

Extreme velocity spreads for
10 shots ranged from 32 to 42 fps,
and all three loads tested had a
standard deviation for 10 shots that
ranged from 11 to 12. That’s good
evidence that loading and manufac-
turing consistency is superb, which
translates to consistent, reliable,
predictable performance at the
range and in real-life situations.

There were no malfunctions dur-
ing testing with any of three test pis-
tols. The bullet profile and nickel-
plated cases cycled fluidly through
a variety of pistols. Fouling levels
were nothing out of the ordinary,
and accuracy good. For example, I
managed groups of 2.4 inches for five
shots at 25 yards with a Girsan .380
ACP test pistol.

Recoil seems on par with other
defensive ammo, although the .380
ACP load proved to be pretty snappy,
and in fact it was the fastest of the
five different .380 loads I was testing
as part of a gun review. It ran about
100 fps or so faster than other com-
parable loads, and while that did
increase recoil, the speed also gives
it an edge in terms of Kinetic energy.

In a separate evaluation, Hand-
guns editor Scott Rupp fired both
9mm and .357 Magnum CovertX
loads through the same types of syn-
thetic gel blocks that Fiocchi used
for testing the CovertX. The 9mm
load, which averaged 1,047 fps out of
a Taurus GX2 with 3.4-inch barrel,
penetrated 14.5 inches on average.
The .357 Magnum load, fired from a
Taurus 650 with three-inch barrel
and hitting 1,176 fps, averaged 12.5
inches of penetration.

The mushrooms were, in a word,
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J. Scott Rupp photo

[N Both the 9mm (l.) and .357 Magnum showed terrific terminal performance
in synthetic gel blocks, with excellent penetration and mushroom expansion.

BALLISTICS TEST FIOCCHI COVERTX

Bullet Test BBI Muzzle Std. Extreme
Cartridge Weight (gr.) Length (in.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Spread (fps)
380 ACP 95 5.0 1,042 12 42
9mm Luger 124 4.9 1,170 1.1 32
A5 ACP 230 5.0 203 12 39

Notes: Notes: Velocity data derived from 10 shots, recorded on a Garmin Xero

gorgeous—with only one petal on
one .357 bullet out of place. With the
9mm, the petals folded back to right
at the base of the bullet. With the
397, which is moving considerably
faster, the petals were pushed back
to the point they wrapped around
the bullet base. The 9mm measured
0.60 1nch across the mushroom—66
percent expansion—while the .357
expanded to 0.65 inch, an 82 percent
increase in frontal diameter.
CovertX ammunition is loaded
with bullets that are comparable in
welght to other defensive loads. The
380 fires a 95-grain projectile and
the 9mm uses a 124-grain bullet.
Both the .38 Special and .357 Mag-
num fire 125-grain bullets, and the
big .45 ACP uses a 230-grain bullet.
Covert X is competitively priced
compared to other self-defense
rounds. At MidwayUSA the price for

20 9mm Covert X rounds equates to
95 cents round, very slightly lower
than Hornady Critical Defense (97
cents) and a fair bit lower than Fed-
eral 124-grain HST+P ($1.45) and
Remington Golden Saber ($1.50)—
although Federal Punch comes

in at 10 cents per round less than
CovertX.

CovertX may be Fiocchi’s fresh-
man effort in bullet design, but this
company has been loading ammuni-
tion long enough that it is hardly
new to the game, and that’s obvious
when you closely examine its new
bullet. It’s clear that the company
didn’t jump to market with this
projectile. Instead, 1its makers spent
time in the lab testing, designing
and redesigning their bullet until
they finally settled on a finished
product. And that finished product
1s truly excellent. ©
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| EN GARDE | By RICHARD NANCE

BALANCING ACT

THREE DRILLS THAT HELP YOU TRAIN FOR SPEED AND ACCURACY.

AT THEHEART OF DEFENSIVE HANDGUN-
ning is the balancing of speed and
accuracy. If you’ve been shooting for
a while, you’ve probably heard the
saying, “You can’t miss fast enough
to win a gunfight.” While true, that
sentiment doesn’t account for the
fact that it’s also possible to shoot
too slowly to win a gunfight.

It’s important to know how fast
you're capable of hitting your target.
That will depend on such factors
as the size of the target and the
immediacy of the threat. Skill level
plays a pivotal role as well, but un-
like target size and immediacy of
the threat, it’s something you have a
say 1n.

Having learned to shoot in the
police academy, I was taught to
maximize my chances of hitting
the target, and that meant slowing
down. “Every bullet that leaves the
barrel of your gun has a lawyer at-
tached to it,” was the maxim.

Not only might an errant round
land you 1n legal trouble, but even
worse, 1t might injure or kill an in-
nocent bystander. While there are
too many variables to guarantee a
hit, as a defensive handgunner, it’s
your duty to do everything in your
power to hit only what you’re aiming
at.

As the good guy or gal, we don’t
get to “spray and pray’” for a hit
like a eriminal with no regard for
human life. What the bad guy lacks
in marksmanship, he often makes
up for in volume of fire, burning
through a magazine as quickly as he
can squeeze the trigger, while aim-
ing in his target’s general vicinity.

Ideally, during a lethal force en-
counter, you would shoot as fast as
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[N Bad guys can spray and pray, but law-abiding citizens need to ensure that
every round is accounted for—shooting only as fast as they can hit the target.

you can hit, but no faster. But how do

you know how fast you can hit? By
practicing. A good starting point 1s
the popular Bill Drill, developed by
Bill Wilson, the renowned shooter
and gunsmith who founded Wilson
Combat.

The Bill Drill begins with your
hands raised in the surrender
position. On the beep, draw and
fire six rounds into the A zone of
an IPSC target or 0 zone of an IDPA
positioned seven yards away. Two
seconds with all A or 0 zone hits is
the goal, albeit a lofty one for most
shooters.

The Bill Drill 1s a great way to
start developing the balance of
speed and accuracy needed to
prevail in an armed encounter. It
provides tangible results. You either
got all your hits or you didn’t. You
elther made the time standard or
you didn’t.

If you hit the center zone with all
six shots but didn’t make the time
standard, speed up. If you missed,
slow down. As a bonus, the Bill Drill
requires a fast draw, which could
come in handy in a self-defense
scenario.

As good as the Bill Drill 1s, 1t
doesn’t account for the target being
at different distances and therefore,
the target appearing larger up close
or smaller from farther away—or
partially shielded behind cover or,
worse yet, a hostage.

The Viking Tactics Half and Half
Drill is a great way to get a feel
for how fast you can hit the target
based on how far it is from you. The
drill, developed by Kyle Lamb, is a
30-round drill, shot from three posi-
tions. The drill requires all A zone
hits on an IPSC target.

The drill starts at the 20-yard
line, where you fire 10 rounds from

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM




a ready position in 12 seconds.
Then, as the distance 1s cut 1n half,
so 1s your time. From 10 yards, you
have only six seconds, and from five
yards, you have just three seconds to
register 10 hits.

The drill is doable, but it’s cer-

tainly not as easy as Kyle himself
makes it look. At distance, it re-
quires concentration and patience,
because the tendency 1s to shoot too
fast. Conversely, up close you must
shoot fast to make the time stan-
dard. This necessitates a good grip
to control recoil and, just as impor-
tantly, trigger control.

This leads me to another of my
favorite drills. While not as dy-
namic as the Bill or Half and Half,
my friend Dave Spaulding’s Reset
in Recovery Drill is equally benefi-
cial. It’s not a timed drill, but it can

WEDGE" XT

improve your speed and accuracy.
The purpose 1s to ensure your gun
1s ready to fire the next shot as soon
as you're back on target after firing
the last one.

The target 1sn’t all that important,
but an A zone would be a reasonable
size, given the drill is shot from five
yards. Even round count is flexible,
but you’ll need to fire at least two
rounds to reset the trigger and fire
again.

The drill has a three-phase pro-
gression. The first involves firing
one-handed and not fighting recoil.
Allowing the muzzle to rise gives
you time to reset the trigger before
1t settles back on target.

The next phase is also one-hand-
ed, but while fighting recoil with
a good grip and tensed arm. This
requires you to reset the trigger

500 LUMENS | TACTICAL TAIL SWcha : o
WATERPROOF  USB-C RECHARG‘ _ -

STREAMLIGHT.COM/
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©2025 STREAMLIGHT, INC. ALL RIGHTS:RESERVED. i

faster, since muzzle rise 1s mitigated
by your technique. By now, you
should be getting used to the timing
required.

Finally, add your second hand to
the grip. This significantly aids in
recoil control, meaning you’ll have
to reset the trigger more quickly.

At this point, recoil is forcing the
pistol back in more of a piston-like
fashion, as opposed to the muzzle
flipping upward. Here you learn to
control the gun while shooting fast.

In a gunfight, missing your target
could have tragic consequences.
Missing doesn’t stop the threat
and potentially endangers others.
Then again, taking too much time to
ensure a hit could lead to you being
shot. Practicing these drills will
help you get a sense of how fast you
can shoot and still hit your target. ©

STIREMMULIGHT.



| MOTV | STAFF REPORT

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

HANDGUNS TV AND MORE ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE MOTV APP.

IF YOUSIMPLY CAN’'T GET ENOUGH GUNS
and shooting, the My Outdoor TV
(MOTYV) app 1s a resource like no
other, a curated treasure trove of
firearms- and outdoor-oriented tele-
vision shows and videos.

For example, MOTYV offers nine
seasons—102 episodes—of “Hand-
guns”’ (formerly “Handguns &
Defensive Weapons”) alone. The
show focuses primarily on personal
protection and includes plenty of
recreational shooting activities such
as plinking and action-shooting com-
petitions.

It features reviews of the latest
firearms, ammunition and shooting
accessories, as well as advice on
marksmanship, gun handling, self-
defense techniques and a host of
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other handgun-related topics.

But wait, there’s more! There
are 10-plus seasons of the popular
“Guns & Ammo” television shows,
encompassing more than 200
episodes available on the app. You
can also check out past episodes of
shows like “Gun Stories,” “The Gun-
father,” “Hollywood Weapons” and
“Shootout Lane.”

In addition to the HD episodes,
there are short-form videos encom-
passing how-to instructional and
gun history topics you can watch
anytime, anywhere.

I think Handguns readers will re-
ally appreciate MOTV’s short-form
HD videos covering a wide variety of
self-defense topics. These videos are
perfect for sharing with family mem-

bers to reinforce the finer points

of keeping yourself safe. Like the
show episodes, the videos are true
HD quality for the ultimate viewing
experience.

And if your tastes run to the wider
outdoor world—including hunt-
ing and fishing—there are a ton of
shows and additional content cover-
ing these.

In addition to streaming video, you
can take this content with you, down-
loading content for later viewing
when you’re without internet access.

MOTYV 1s available on the Web, as
well as Apple and Android plat-
forms. Interested? Simply go to My
OutpoorTV.com and subscribe today.
Monthly subscriptions are $10, and
you can get a year for $99. 0]
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Enhanced versatility with the M&P® Shield X™

Designed to enhance the Shield™ series from Smith & Wesson®, the

M&P® Shield X™ focuses on versatility. Featuring aggressive front and rear
serrations for racking, a reversible magazine catch, and a longer grip to max-
Imize capacity, the Shield X ensures adaptability for any scenario. Improved
ergonomics make for a better fit and feel in the hand for added comfort
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ROST MARTIN'S RMISCOMPIS A
FLAT-SHOOTING SUBCOMPACT
DESIGNED FOR EVERYDAY
CONCEALED CARRY.

BY RICHARD NANCE

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

ost Martin quickly estab-
lished itself as a legiti-
mate contender in the
packed polymer-frame,
striker-fired 9mm pistol
market. That’s no easy feat, but its
1naugural pistol, the RM1C, was
no ordinary semiauto either. As a
friend pointed out after pick-
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Yamil Sued photos

SHORT AND SWEET

«— Ing it up, it feels like a Glock 19
that’s been customized for improved
ergonomics.

Although considered a compact,
the RM1C isn’t small by today’s stan-
dards, and many people are opting
for smaller pistols that are easier
to conceal and more comfortable
to carry, while still maintaining a
respectable magazine capacity. The
new Rost Martin RM1S is designed
to stand out 1n this extremely com-
petitive space. With a 3.6-inch bar-

il !
‘ ll I '

rel, it’s smaller—about a half-inch
shorter and more than an ounce
lighter—than the RM1C but still
delivers 12+1 and 15+1 capacity.

The downside to smaller pis-
tols 1s that they tend to be harder
to shoot, and that’s given rise to
compensated barrels. Rost Martin
wasted no time in coming out with a
compensated version of the RM1S,
the RM1S Comp, which I had the
chance to test.

“We had so many requests for

| ——

B
\e

[N The undercut trigger guard and beavertail aid in control, and the ambidex-
trous slide stop and magazine release are easy to reach.

[N The RM1S Comp’s slide and barrel are ported to mitigate recoil, making it
remarkably flat-shooting for a subcompact pistol.
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a comped subcompact pistol that
we moved the RM1S Comp up 1n
the production line,” said Chris
Toomer, who along with his wife,
Stefany, co-owns Rost Martin.

The RM1S Comp is an ergonomi-
cally designed, feature-rich pistol
that’s economically priced at less
than $500. It’s available in any color
you want—as long as it’s black.

The polymer grip’s beavertail and
undercut trigger guard facilitate a
high hold, which mitigates muzzle
rise and felt recoil. Three inter-
changeable backstraps allow you
to tailor the grip to your hand for
optimal comfort and control.

The RM1S Comp features Rost
Martin’s Responsive Grip Texture,
which has a deeper cut than the
original RM1C models. Deeper ser-
rations equate to better traction.
Texturing appears on either side
as well as on the frontstrap and the
backstrap.

Textured index points above
the trigger guard provide a tactile
reference for your support-side
thumb and your trigger finger, when
not shooting. There are even shal-
low serrations on the front portion
of the trigger guard for those who
prefer to wrap the index finger of
their non-shooting hand around it
for better control.

ROST MARTIN
RMIS COMP

TYPE: striker-fired semiauto centerfire
CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 12-, 15-round mags supplied
BARREL: 3.6 in. hammer forged, ported,
crowned

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.72/4.4/1.1 in.
WEIGHT: 20.6 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: nitrocarburized steel
slide, polymer frame w/interchangeable
backstraps

SIGHTS: black serrated rear, serrated white
dot front

TRIGGER: 5 Ib. pull (measured)
SAFETY: trigger blade

PRICE: $489

MANUFACTURER: Rost Martin,
RosTMARTIN.cOM

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



Scalloped areas on either side of
the pistol, aft of the trigger guard,
provide comfort and consistent
placement for the thumb of your
shooting hand and your trigger fin-
ger. In a departure from the RM1C
series, these areas on the RM1S
Comp are textured.

The squared trigger guard is
oversize and easily accommodates
a gloved finger. The flat-face trigger
has a blade-style safety that must be
pressed rearward to fire the pistol.
I'm a fan. Safeties requiring manual
manipulation can be problematic,
but when you press the trigger the
RM1S Comp’s safety 1s automatically
disengaged.

At the rear of each backstrap is a
slot to attach a lanyard. Most people
will never use a lanyard, but 1t might
come in handy in the backcountry.
The slot doesn’t interfere with your
grip, so there’s no downside to it.

The RMS1 Comp has a serrated,
fully ambidextrous slide stop and
magazine release. This is a big deal
on a defensive pistol, even if you're
not left-handed. If you've ever tried
to clear a double feed with just your
left hand, you know what I mean.
Locking the slide to the rear by
pushing up on the slide stop with
your left index finger is not fun.

The slide stop 1s big enough to use
as a slide release for efficient load-
ing, but it’s not so big as to be cum-
bersome and it won’t dig into your
hand. The oblong magazine release
provides plenty of surface area for
your thumb, but it was rather stiff on
my test gun.

The mag well is slightly flared
to help funnel the metal Mec-Gar
magazines into the pistol. Rost
Martin got this just right. The flare
provides a bit of a ledge for your
pinky finger to help reduce muzzle
flip, but it’s not so pronounced that
1t causes the grip to print through a
cover garment the way big, competi-
tion-oriented mag wells do.

The magazines feature numbered
witness holes so you can easily tell
how full they are. Finger cutouts

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

give you something to grab hold of
should you need to strip a magazine
from the pistol, although the RM1S
Comp’s metal-bodied magazines are
less likely to hang up in the mag well
than polymer mags.

The RM1S Comp’s extended
magazine has a sleeve that fills the
gap between the base plate and the
mag well. Shooters with average-size
hands will be able to achieve a full
firing grip with the extended maga-
zine inserted. The RM1S Comp’s
two-slot accessory rail will accom-

modate a variety of popular subcom-
pact pistol lights.

The RM1S Comp’s slide is
constructed of nitrocarburized
steel. It’s optics ready, with a metal
Trijicon RMR optics plate included.
Docter/Noblex, Shield RMS/SMS
and Leupold DeltaPoint Pro optics
plates can be purchased separately
from Rost Martin. If you prefer
iron sights, the RM1S Comp sports
a black serrated U-notch rear sight
and a serrated front sight with a
white dot.

[N The flat-face trigger has a blade-style safety, and it broke cleanly at five

pounds, with a nice short reset.

[N The pistol features interchangeable backstraps, and the frame has a
well-designed, slightly flared magazine well. The mags have cutouts for

stripping if necessary.
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SHORT AND SWEET

«— The top of the slide features
anti-glare serrations. Slide serra-
tions front and rear provide ample
grip for manual cycling or peeking
into the chamber. There’s also a
square witness hole that serves as

a loaded-chamber indicator. When
the RM1S Comp i1s cocked, the red-
painted rear of the striker protrudes
from a hole in the slide plate.

Like other Rost Martin models,
the RM1S Comp can be disassem-
bled without pressing the trigger, a
smart safety feature. First remove
the magazine and ensure the pistol
i1s unloaded. Then, while pressing
down on both sides of the takedown
lever, pull the slide rearward slight-
ly. At this point, the slide twists off
the frame, as opposed to sliding off

as with most striker-fired pistols.
Now the recoll spring and barrel
can be removed.

For accuracy testing, I mounted
a Rival Arms red dot, which has
the same footprint as the Trijicon
RMR. The best group was just under
an inch with Black Hills 125-grain
HoneyBadger. Several groups
printed less than 1.5 inches, with
the overall average group measuring
just over that.

['ve fired several comped pistols
similar in size to the RM1S Comp
where the compensators didn’t seem
to make a difference—as if those
companies added a comp as a selling
point and weren’t overly concerned
about whether or not it does its job.
The Rost Martin’s comp did its job.

[N The slide is cut for optics and ships with an RMR adapter plate. The rear
sight is a serrated U-notch, and the slide plate and the top of the slide are

grooved to reduce glare.

ACCURACY RESULTS ROST MARTIN RMIS COMP

Bullet

9mm Luger

Weight (gr.)

Std.
Dev. (fps)

Muzzle
Velocity (fps)

Avg.
Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,090 3 1.7
Federal Syntech Training/Match 124 999 11 1.6
Black Hills HoneyBadger 125 952 26 1.7

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups with a Rival Arms red dot from a Caldwell Handy Rest NXT
at 15 yards. Velocities are averages of 10 shots recorded on a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph.
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“Using high-speed cameras, we
filmed the RM1S Comp being fired
and noticed a decrease 1n muzzle
rise. Why would you not give your-
self every advantage on a pistol
your life could depend on?” Toomer
explained.

The recoil reduction from the
comp was even more noticeable
while firing the RM1S Comp off-
hand. It shoots flatter than most
pistols of its size and chambering,
which means faster and more ac-
curate follow-up shots. That’s an
important feature since it can take
multiple hits to stop the threat.

Toomer said Rost Martin 1s always
tinkering with the triggers on its
pistols to make them as smooth and
clean-breaking as possible, and the
RM1S Comp’s trigger is better than
you’ll find on most striker-fired pis-
tols. As advertised, the trigger broke
right at five pounds. There was some
take-up, followed by a crisp break
at the wall. A plastic nub behind the
trigger serves as an overtravel stop
at about 90 degrees. Reset was short
and easilly discernible.

Like other Rost Martin pistols I've
fired, the RM1S Comp was comfort-
able to shoot. According to Toomer,
Rost Martin strives to make pistols
that are economically priced and
“punch above their weight.” Based
on my evaluation of the RM1S Comp,
the company achieved that goal.

Having a pistol that’s accurate
and controllable is important, but
it’s still got to run reliably, which the
RM1S Comp did. The pistol did not
malfunction during testing.

With a suggested retail price of
just $489, the RM1S Comp is not only
considerably less expensive than
comparable striker-fired pistols,
but it also has a better trigger than
many, and enhanced ergonomics. So
if you’re looking for a feature-rich
9mm carry gun, the RM1S Comp
1s worth considering. It’s easy to
conceal, easy to shoot and reliable.
The fact that it will save you money
compared to a similarly configured

pistol 1s a nice bonus. O
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WILSON COMBAT = DIVISION 77

PROJECT 1

PUSHING BOUNDARIES, SETTING STANDARDS

42%

L ESS RECOIN *

*42% reduced recoll compared to
sltandard X9 (DRAS Dala)

DIVISION 77 | WILSONCOMBAT.COM

Division 77 is a revolutionary gun series that provides
our R&D division with the latitude to push innovational
boundaries, paying homage to the standards that

Bill Wilson pioneered with 1911 design in 1977.

Our Project 1 pistol redefines what a handgun can do.
Designed with a versatile optic pin system, a precision-cut
compensator for reduced recoil, and ergonomic upgrades
for faster, smoother reloads, this pistol delivers the speed,
accuracy, and reliability serious shooters
demand. Built to push the boundaries of
handgun performance, tested to exceed
expectations — Project 1 is ready.

Scan R Code for Full Specs & Pricing.
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THE ED BROWN FUELED
SERIES ADDS A SOUPED-UP
SPRINGFIELD PRODIGY
DOUBLE-STACK I9ILl.

BY BRAD FITZPATRICK
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ollaborations are cur-
rently quite popular in the
firearms industry. Ruger
teamed up with Magpul to
introduce the RXM pistol
while Glock and Aimpoint paired up
for the COA red-dot optic and the A-
Cut system. The new Fueled Prodigy
4.25 from Ed Brown is another col-
laboration, one that takes Spring-
field’s Prodigy 4.25-inch double-
stack 9mm 1911 and adds a number
of significant upgrades normally
availlable only on Ed Brown custom
1911s. The resulting pistol 1s reli-
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able, accurate and easy to shoot, and
it might be the most versatile duty/
defense 9mm 1911 available today.
This 1s not the first time Ed Brown
has collaborated with a major manu-
facturer to develop a Fueled-series
pistol. In 2019 Ed Brown offered the
Fueled M&P, which I reviewed for

------

Handguns, and while that union re-
sulted in one of the best striker-fired
defense and duty pistols available
today, the Prodigy collaboration is
more 1n keeping with Ed Brown'’s
history of customizing 1911s.
Springfield builds quality 1911s,
and 1t can turn them out at a "y
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PEDAL TO THE METAL

«— volume no custom company
can match. The Ed Brown team
adds selected premium components
to upgrade the factory pistol to
near custom gun quality and reli-
ability—without the high cost of a
true ground-up custom pistol. The
automotive industry has been doing
this successfully for years—consider
Roush’s history of customizing Ford
cars and trucks—and it’s high time
similar upgrades were available to
gun owners.

The new Fueled Prodigy 4.25,
which sells for about $2,400, begins
life as a standard Springfield 1911
DS Prodigy, which is a very good
gun from the get-go. The Springfield
pistol features a 4.25-inch forged
stainless steel bull barrel with a 1:16
twist and forged steel frame, and its
polymer grip accommodates double-
stack magazines; 17- and 20-round
mags are included.

The Springfield Prodigy also fea-
tures the Agency Optic System (AOS)
to accommodate mounting plates for
various popular footprints. Handgun
manufacturers have addressed the
issue of interfacing multiple optic
footprints with their firearm slides
in a variety of ways, and I particu-
larly like the AOS mounting system
because of the tight fit and its sturdy
metal components.

The rugged AOS design makes 1t
simple to mount a red dot. But if you
prefer to run iron sights you won’t
be disappointed with Springfield’s
black, serrated, drift-adjustable U-
notch rear sight and the fiber-optic
front sight.

Springfield created an impressive
blueprint with the stock Prodigy
pistol, making certain that the bar-
rel design, feed ramp and springs
all worked fluidly with a 4.25-inch
9mm 1911—which is not as simple as

[N Stock parts like the hammer, sear and disconnector are replaced with
EDM-machined Ed Brown components made of premium steel. The slide stop

and magazine release are factory.

ACCURACY RESULTS LD HROWHN FUELED PRODIGY 4.25

it might sound. But no factory gun
is perfect, and Ed Brown design-
ers addressed the areas where
they believed the Prodigy could be
improved.

That starts with the addition of Ed
Brown’s machined memory groove
beavertail grip safety. This safety
features an upswept design created
in 3D CAD to reduce as much metal
as possible for the deepest hold on
the pistol and improved recoil man-
agement. The memory grooves on
the elevated bump on the base of the
grip safety help shooters maintain
a consistent hold on the pistol from
shot to shot.

This design also allows shooters
with slim hands to depress the grip
safety consistently. It’s frustrating
when your 1911 won’t fire because
you haven’t deactivated the grip
safety. That’s one reason why many
new 9mm 1911s have deleted the
safety altogether.

But the Ed Brown design greatly
reduces the risk of a failure to fire
due to grip safety deactivation is-
sues. The Ed Brown beavertail also
adds a cool aesthetic to the pistol.

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,108 11 1.7
Hornady American Gunner XTP 115 1. 1L10) 13 2.0
Fiocchi Range Dynamics FMJ 115 1.131 19 2.6
Federal Punch JHP 124 1,103 13 2.0
Federal Hydra-Shok Deep JHP 135 981 10 2.2 The Fueled Prodigy gets Ed

Brown’s machined memory groove
beavertail grip safety, as well as the
company’s Tactical safety.

Notes: Accuracy results are average of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed rest. Velocity figures are ten-shot
averages recorded on a Caldwell VelociRadar at the muzzle. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, jacketed hol-
lowpoint
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The Fueled Prodigy 4.25 also in-
corporates Ed Brown’s ambidextrous
Tactical safety, which is machined
from bar stock. Its double-angle
design allows for natural thumb
placement and keeps the shooter’s
thumb from contacting the slide and
potentially causing a malfunction.

The safety lever measures 0.167
inch wide, which makes it wider than
the company’s Carry safety, which
1s 0.154 inch wide—and, yes, you do
notice the difference. The Tactical
safety is crisp and reliable, and the
design is perfect for the popular
thumbs-up shooting grip.

The hammer, sear and disconnec-
tor from the base Springfield pistol
are all swapped out for Ed Brown
components that are electrical
discharge machined from premium-
quality steel. The Fueled Prodigy
also receives the Reliability Package,
which includes replacing the factory
extractor for an Ed Brown extractor

machined from bar stock. The service
also includes barrel throating, polish-

ing the feed ramp and, of course, test
firing.

The top of the slide is flattened and

serrated. Many shooters believe this
not only cuts glare but also pushes
your focus toward the front sight. But
even if you're going to run a red dot
on this pistol, the flat/serrated slide
top 1s a cool styling touch.

ED BROWN PRODUCTS
FUELED PRODIGY 4.25

TYPE: double-stack 1911

CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 17- and 20-round mags supplied
BARREL: 4.25 in. forged stainless steel
match bull w/custom crown
OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 7.8/5.5/1.4 in.
WEIGHT: 33 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: Gen4-finished forged
steel slide, black polymer grip module w/
Adaptive Grip Texture

TRIGGER: 4 Ib. pull. (measured)

SIGHTS: black U-notch rear, green fiber-op-
tic front; slide cut for Agency Optic System
PRICE: $2,395

MANUFACTURER: Ed Brown Products,
EbBrown.com
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The stock Springfield barrel is
crowned, but not enough for the lik-
ing of the team at Ed Brown, so they
recrown it. They also dehorn the gun,
softening up some of the sharp edges
for more comfortable carry. As on the
slide top, the dehorning also gives
the gun a true custom pistol look that
real 1911 fans will appreciate.

The gun’s steel subframe features a
single slot rail on the dust cover that
allows for mounting lights. I prefer
lights on my carry guns, and a lot of

A

folks like to mount lights on home-
defense pistols as well.

Rounding out this impressive list of
upgrades is an Ed Brown black Gen4
finish, a thermoset polymer coating
offering exceptional wear resistance.
It’s far better than oxide bluing, and
to my mind it’s a significant upgrade
over the Cerakote black finish on the
stock Springfield Prodigy 4.25.

Cerakote is durable and rugged,
but it can wear, fade and chip. Its du-
rability depends largely upon the ——

[N Ed Brown recrowns the muzzle on the Springfield’s forged stainless steel
barrel. The slide is treated with Ed Brown’s excellent Gen4 finish.

[N The Fueled Prodigy 4.25 retains Springfield’s AOS red-dot mounting
system. Both the slide cover plate and dot adapter plate incorporate integral
black rear sights.
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PEDAL TO THE METAL Origin Story

In 1968, Ed Brown opened the doors of Brown’s Gun Shop in Perry, Missouri. At the time,
Brown'’s full-time job was as a tool and die maker, a CAD/CAM designer and CNC machine
programmer—not a bad vocation for someone with a future in the custom gun business.

By the 1980s Ed Brown was a fixture at competitive pistol matches and became one of the
top 16 combat shooters in the world. But Brown had a problem. Competing in shooting sports
at a high level required a world-class 1911 pistol with premium components, and he couldn’t
find what he wanted in a factory gun.

Brown solved that problem by simply making his own parts. In 1988 he quit his day job and
began manufacturing firearm parts and gunsmithing full time. By 1991 demand for his 1911
components was so great that Brown stepped away from his role as a gunsmith to focus on
manufacturing.

In 1998 Brown’s sons Travis and Wade joined the growing company, and the first Ed Brown
pistols were launched. Brown retired from the business in 2010, turning the company over to
his sons. He passed away last year at the age of 7/7.—BF

«— application process, and while
Springfield does a good job with this
finish—I've never seen any issues
with the Cerakote on a Springfield
gun—Iif you're playing the very long
game I do believe the Gen4 coating
gets the nod. Plus it sports a subtle
bead-blasted look I like.

The Fueled Prodigy comes in
a Springfield zippered case that
includes two metal magazines: a
flush-fit 17-rounder and an extended
20-round mag. Included with the gun
was an AOS plate with a QR code and
designation A13B. This particular
plate fits Burris FastFire 2 and 4, almost certainly the smoothest of hand high and deep on the gun, as
Vortex Venom and Springfield Hex the new 9mm double-stack 1911s. It advertised. As a result, recoil is quite
Dragonfly footprints. feels like a custom semiauto working manageable.

I happened to have a Viridian undercover as a factory gun, and it’s The trigger is exceptional; it’s
RFX25 green dot that shares that a joy to shoot fast. The double-stack crisper and more manageable than
same pattern. I mounted it on the grip design is excellent—kudos to factory 1911 triggers. Break weight
pistol, tossed the magazines in the Springfield and its Adaptive Grip was a consistent four pounds, which
ammo crate and headed for the Texture that stays planted in the might account for the number of five-
range. hand without biting. The grip design  shot groups that dipped under the

My first impression was that the and generous undercut combine with  two-inch mark.

Ed Brown Fueled Prodigy 4.25 is the Ed Brown beavertail to keep your The Fueled Prodigy 4.25 is
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HOLSTERS

[ TRINITY
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f The ultimate on-the-hip solution for those who
) demand versatility, performance, and durability, this

GENG holster offers unmatched precision, a flawless
firearm fit, and multi-attachment compatibility. With
N universal optic compatibility, ergonomic design, and
' | reinforced durabllity, it ensures all-day comfort and
reliability in any condition.

FOR ALL THAT YOU HOLD CLOSE

CandGHolsters.com | (0) @candgarms | f C&GHolsters | X @candgarms



Forged In Fire,
Inspired By Myth —
The Dragon Blade

orged in fire and built for legends, this Damascus steel blade
F is more than a knife — it’s a statement of power. Featuring
a dragon’s head handle, this masterpiece channels the spirit
of mythical beasts, embodying their strength, wisdom, and
ferocity. The carefully sculpted handle captures the intricate
details of a dragon in mid-roar, its eyes gleaming with intensity,
its form poised for battle.

But the true marvel lies in the blade itself
— a wavy Damascus steel edge, reminiscent
of a dragon’s fiery breath frozen in time.
Each ripple in the steel tells a story of

heat, pressure, and expert craftsmanship,
creating a blade that is both razor-sharp and
mesmerizingly unique. The layered steel
technique not only enhances durability but,
gives each knife a one-of-a-kind pattern,
ensuring that no two are ever alike.

Complete the
look with the
Stauner Men’s
Legendary

Dragon Bracelet
Now, available for a limited time at just

$99 (regularly $299), this is your chance
to own a true masterpiece — a limited
edition of just 1,999 — and once they're
gone, they're gone for good.

Complete the look with the Stauer Men’s Legendary
Dragon Bracelet — a bold, sculpted piece designed to match
the knife’s mythic energy and craftsmanship. Together, they
form a set worthy of any modern-day warrior.

Whether displayed proudly or wielded with purpose, this
men’s blade is a tribute to adventurers and those daring
enough to hold the fire in their hands.

Knife Specifications:
* 12" Damascus steel blade, overall length: 18"
* Includes genuine leather sheath

Bracelet Specifications:
* Oxidized-finished stainless steel setting
e 8" length with clip clasp

1 8 8 6 & ¢

“This is an EPIC
blade for the avid

collector”

— Tim M.
Schaumburg, IL

A. Power of the Dragon Damascus Knife
$299- $99* + S & P Save $200

B. Men’s Legendary Dragon Bracelet
$299- $99* + S & P Save $200

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: PDK129-01
14091 Southcross Drive W.

S‘t aue : Dept. PDK129-01, Burnsville, MN 55337
www.stauer.com

California residents please call
1-800-806-1484 regarding Proposition 65

regulations before purchasing this product.




PEDAL TO THE METAL

«— fun to shoot both on and off the
bench, and it shoots extremely well,
as you can see from the accuracy
chart. It’s closer to full custom gun
territory than to a factory firearm.
One five-shot 25-yard group with Hor-
nady’s Critical Defense ammunition

measured an impressive 1.4 inches.

I'm a fan of the Ed Brown memory
groove grip safety, and I never failed
to depress it while testing. The

safety 1s also a very good design, and
although the angle may not look dra-
matically different from other safety
profiles, it does an admirable job

of keeping your thumb comfortable

; [N The Ed Brown Fueled Prodigy 4.25 comes with both 17- and 20-round
and out of the way—and 1t does so magazines, giving you considerably more ammo on tap than you get with
intuitively, requiring no adjustment most compact 9mms.

on your part.

Total price for the package 1s less than you'll pay for a ground-up and reliability 1t would also serve
$2.395. Since the standard Spring- custom 1911 pistol from Ed Brown or well in a home-defense role. And
field sells for $1,499 and you’re get- another reputable custom builder. 1t’s hard to beat as a range pistol.
ting the aforementioned upgrades, This gun could serve as your ev- Call the Fueled Prodigy 4.25 custom
installed by some of the finest 1911 eryday carry gun, although it’s push- light, semi-custom or whatever you'd
'smiths in the country, that hardly 1ng the upper size and weight limits like. I call it a hot-rodded 1911 carry
seems unreasonable. It’s certainly for most shooters. With its capacity pistol that’s an exceptional value. ©

FAST. BRIGHT.
STAY ON TARGET.

WITH THE HIVIZ® FAST > (T

The FastDot H3" sight set is in the crosshairs of performance and
simplicity. Designed for those who need a reliable sight that is bright,
easy to acquire, and fast when you need it most. This unique, low-
profile single dot sight system combines fiber-optic and tritium for

24-hour illumination. Leave behind the batteries and the bulk; stay on
target with HIVIZ® FastDot H3*!

SEE WHAT YOU'VE BEEN MISSING

Available for Canik, Glock, Ruger, S1G Sauer, LEARN MORE AT HI VI !
Smith & Wesson, Springfield and Taurus. HIVIZSIGHTS.COM

SHOOTING SYSTEMS
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OPTIC-READY
SLIDE

BUILT FOR EVERYDAY CARRY, THE SAR? SUBCOMPACT COMBINES 12+1 OR 15+1 CAPACITY
(1741 ROUND CAPACITY MAGAZINE ALSO AVAILABLE) WITH AN OPTICS-READY SLIDE, NIGHT
SIGHTS, AND FORGED-STEEL DURABILITY. COMPACT, RELIABLE, AND ENGINEERED FOR

CONFIDENT PERFORMANCE IN ANY CONDITION.
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oncealable double-stack

THE HEX FROM JACOB GREY IS ;it:z;faaf;uabz “‘;ihere
n ns ou

A SHARP-LOOKING, EXPERTLY Ehiase s, TE weeins Svery-

MACHINED ZOll GREAT FOR one 1s making their own

RANGE on CARRY. flavor of pistol in the 2011 style, with

prices and quality ranging widely.
One player in that market is Jacob

BY KE'TH wuﬂn Grey, a company built on the founda-

tion of its founder’s machining
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HEX SIGN

«— prowess. The Jacob Grey Hex is
a premium-priced handgun that is
concealable yet highly capable.
Jacob Grey, the company’s
namesake, has been running CNC
machining equipment since he

[N The Hex features typical 1911/2011 controls, except that the grip safety is

was a nine-year-old kid and has
spent most of his life in the trade
of making things out of metal. In
2012 he founded Jacob Grey Preci-
sion Machining, a company serving
the highly technical aerospace and

pinned and effectively inert. The trigger pad and bow are machined from a

single piece of aluminum.

[N One of the most notable features is the hexagonal pattern machined into
the grip, which gives the Hex its name and is repeated on the trigger.
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defense industries. He’d long been a
firearms enthusiast, and eventually
Grey turned his machining expertise
toward firearms. A second company
was born.

Jacob Grey Firearms produces
both AR rifles as well as 2011-style
double-stack handguns. The Hex is
one of three handguns in the com-
pany’s catalog. The name stems from
the hexagon shape, which 1s a repeat-
ing theme in the gun’s construction.

The Hex begins with a frame as-
sembly CNC machined from 7075 alu-
minum billets. No injection-molded
components are used. There are two
primary frame sections: the serial-
ized part that houses most of the fire-
control parts and contains the frame
rails; and a separate grip module.

The frame module components
are hard-coat anodized in three
available colors: battle brown, duty
green or midnight black. My test
sample came in battle brown. It’s
worth noting that this is a Jacob Grey
proprietary frame design and is not
compatible with other 2011-style
frames or grips.

The most recognizable feature of
the frame assembly is the hexagon
pattern machined into the grip. This
machining creates a honeycomb
configuration of large hexagons, with

JACOB GREY FIREARMS
HEX

TYPE: 2011

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 17+1

BARREL: 4.25 in. ported, 416R stainless bull;
black nitride finish (as tested)

WEIGHT: 30 oz.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 7.75/6.0/1.4 in.
CONSTRUCTION: steel slide, aluminum
frame

GRIPS: machined aluminum grip module
TRIGGER: 3 Ib. pull (measured)

SIGHTS: XS Sights fiber-optic front, black
steel rear; optic ready w/adapters for RMR,
DeltaPoint Pro, RMSc, Acro footprints
SAFETIES: ambidextrous manual thumb,
pinned grip

PRICE: $3,499

MANUFACTURER: Jacob Grey Firearms,
JACOBGREYFIREARMS.COM

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



smaller hexagons contained within
each. Not only does this look good, i1t
also provides an excellent grip with-
out being overly abrasive. The hex
pattern covers most of the grip’s sur-
face but not all of it. The frontstrap is
serrated vertically, and the main-
spring housing and grip safety bump
are checkered 30 lines per inch.

The grip module 1s machine tex-
tured, and it’s also carefully con-
toured. The grip i1s cut high behind
the trigger guard, and a smooth
thumb notch 1s machined into the
grip to allow easy access to the
magazine release. The bottom of the
grip flares outward, creating a funnel
shape for the magazine well. The trig-
ger guard is squared at the front with
a slight sweep underneath.

The serialized section of the frame
contains four integral frame rail sec-
tions. The full-length dust cover runs
flush with the front edge of the slide
and has its own saddle cut, which
mirrors that of the slide, forming sort
of an ellipse. An accessory rail with
three cross slots creates a mounting
surface for a light or other accessory.

The controls on the Hex will be
familiar to 1911/2011 users. The flat-
face Controlled Radius Trigger is
unique in that the entire unit, both
the pad and the bow, 1s machined
from a single piece of aluminum.
Three hexagonal holes are machined
into the trigger pad.

The Hex features an ambidextrous
thumb safety with levers that are
extended for length but slim enough
for a carry gun. The beavertail grip
safety is pinned in place, so it is
effectively inert. In other words, if
you’ve ever taken a high grip on a
1911/2011 and failed to engage the
grip safety, the Hex has you covered.

The magazine release 1s easy to
reach and vertically serrated. Jacob
Grey uses a machined Delta-style
hammer, and the slide stop 1s ma-
chined in-house from a steel billet.
Nearly all these parts are compat-
ible with accessory parts designed
for 1911/2011 handguns, so you can
replace them if you want.

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

The Hex uses some metal-injec-
tion-molded parts, including the ejec-
tor, sear and disconnector. What’s
interesting about this particular
ejector, though, is its shape.

Ifa 1911 ejector is going to fail,
it will most likely be at the corner
where the forward nose section
extends from the main body. This
right angle forms a failure point that
can crack and eventually break. The
Hex eliminates the right angle, using
a radian instead. Previously, I only
recall encountering that ejector style
on custom 1911s.

The slide is machined from 416
stainless steel and is built around a
Commander-length 4.25-inch ported
barrel. Deep cuts machined into the
slide create uniquely patterned front
and rear cocking surfaces.

The slide top 1s machined to create
a series of five flats, and three lon-
gitudinal lines are machined on the
12 o’clock flat. Two elongated ports
are cut into the corners of the slide
at roughly 10 and 2 o’clock to corre-
spond with the barrel ports. Regard-
less of frame color, slides on the Hex
are DLC coated satin black.

The Hex uses a 1911-style internal
extractor. On most traditional 1911s,
the cartridge sits on the breech face,
held in place by the extractor but

E Two longitudinal ports are cut into the P

barrel and the slide to divert propellant
gases and reduce muzzle rise.

unsupported on the opposite side of
the rim. This can sometimes cause
the extractor to move a fired case
prematurely. On the Hex, a ledge ma-
chined into the breech face supports
the case on the non-extractor side.
This helps hold the case in position
until the ejector begins to nudge the
case out of the slide.

The Hex has a no-bushing stainless
steel bull barrel that tapers inward at
the top end to allow the pistol to un-
lock and cycle properly. The barrel’s
two ports each measure 0.100 inch
wide and 0.370 inch long, directing
propellant gases upward to counter-
act muzzle rise.

The barrel maintains the

[N The optic-ready Hex comes with four different adapter plates and associ-
ated hardware to accommodate most popular red-dot sight footprints.
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.
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HEX SIGN

«— traditional three locking surfaces
provided by the two top lugs and the
front edge of the chamber section.
The barrel hood is cut with a notch
that serves as a visual loaded-cham-
ber indicator. The barrel 1s ramped,
which eliminates the need for the
traditional feeding surface on the
frame of a 1911. Barrels are available
in black DLC or TiN coated rose gold.

For the Hex, Jacob Grey chose the
simplicity of the Series 70 fire-control
system. The lack of a firing pin safety
allows for a better trigger pull, and
fewer parts usually equals improved
reliability. To make the Hex as drop-
safe as possible without a firing pin
safety mechanism, the gun uses a
lightweight firing pin and appropri-
ate weight firing pin spring.

Let’s be honest. The reason
someone would choose a 2011-style
handgun over a striker-fired gun is its
superior shootability, mostly thanks
to the trigger. The trigger pull on my
test gun did not disappoint, breaking
consistently right at three pounds.
There was no creep, and the reset
was short and tactile. The trigger gets
an A in my book.

Most folks will likely choose to
mount an optic on the Hex, but 1t
comes equipped with iron sights. The
front sight is a suppressor-height
steel blade by XS Sights, set into a
horizontal dovetail. The front sight
on my test gun was equipped with a
dot, but somehow it took on an amber
hue that obscured any illuminative
properties. I can only assume the
stain was from the gases emanating
from the barrel ports.

The tall rear sight is mounted on
the optic cover plate and on the vari-
ous optic adapters. The black blade is

serrated, and the notch is square.

I’ve always been faster and more
comfortable with irons but, as I ap-
proach 50, my eyesight is pushing me
begrudgingly toward optics on hand-
guns. The Hex comes with a full host
of mounting solutions for popular op-
tics. It includes fasteners and adapter
plates for optics that fit the Trijicon
RMR, Leupold DeltaPoint Pro, Shield
RMSc and Aimpoint Acro footprints
at no extra charge.

I had a Leupold DeltaPoint Pro on
hand, so I selected the correct plate
and mounting hardware from the ref-
erence card included with the Hex.
With the optic mounted, the sights co-
witnessed with the iron sights, which
were visible at the extreme bottom of
the optic’s window.

The Hex uses a recoil system with a
full-length guide rod with a 12-pound
spring. The DLC-coated steel guide
rod allows the recoil spring as- —

The Hex’s machined aluminum
frame flares outward to form a
magazine well funnel.

ACCURACY RESULTS JACOE GREY HEX

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,083 8 L
Federal Syntech TSJ 124 1,124 9 1LF
Fiocchi Range Dynamics FMJ 147 980 10 1.9

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups fired with a Leupold DeltaPoint Pro at 25 yards from a
Target Shooting Inc. Model 1500 rest. Velocities are 10-shot averages recorded on a Garmin Xero C1. Abbreviation: FMJ,

full metal jacket
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HEX SIGN

«— sembly to be removed without the
use of tools. To do so, pull the recoil
spring plug backward, compressing
the coil spring. With the system com-
pressed, press inward on a button on
the recoil spring guide. This activates
a tab that locks the system and allows
it to be removed from the slide.

It’s important to note that the
spring/plug remain under tension
when captured, and improperly hand-
ling the assembly in this condition
can result in parts flying away at high
speed. When 1n doubt, relieve the
spring tension in a controlled man-
ner—and it’s never a bad idea to wear
safety glasses when working with
tensioned springs.

The Hex is equipped with two 10-
or 17-round detachable box maga-
zines. These milled stainless steel
bodied magazines are produced by
Check-Mate, a high-quality OEM and
aftermarket manufacturer. The fol-
lower and base pad are both made of
polymer, and the magazines can be

easily disassembled for cleaning and
maintenance. These magazines are
compatible with other 2011s on the
market, and Check-Mate’s website
sells capacities from 17 to 26 rounds
in various lengths that can be used
with the Hex.

Overall, the fit and finish on the
Hex was very good. Although slide-
to-frame fit is not the end-all for
handgun construction, it is nonethe-
less a good bellwether. The slide and
frame on my Hex fit well, with very
little discernible play between the
two components. I've seen tightly fit
guns where reliability suffered, but
that wasn’t the case here. Thanks to
the different materials and finishes
used on the parts, the slide cycled
smoothly, with no propensity to gall.

It’s easy to think that the 2011
market 1s overhyped, until you shoot
a good one. The Hex was accurate, re-
liable, ergonomic and easy to control.
The ports certainly make the gun
louder from the shooter’s perspec-

tive, but there’s no doubt they cut
down on muzzle rise.

The comfortable grip, great trigger
and quality optic made hitting with
the Hex almost effortless. Mechanical
accuracy from the bench was good.,
with most five-shot groups measuring
less than two inches at 25 yards.

I'm certain firearms manufactur-
ers have a tough time making their
products stand out from the crowd,
especlally in the current 2011 market.
Clever marketing will get you only so
far. It takes a great product as well.

Jacob Grey’s Hex 1s a well-built
handgun with some unique features,
quality machining and aesthetics
that certainly set i1t apart. The Hex
1S not inexpensive, but a heck of a lot
of work goes into making this gun.
Add in the quality magazines and full
array of optic mounting solutions that
are included, and the price starts
to seem less obnoxious. Personally,

I don’t mind paying for the kind of
quality this gun provides. O

FASTEST SIGHTS IN ANY LIGHT”™

FIGHT.
DON'T FUMBLE.

R3D 2.0 NIGHT SIGHTS
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From design to craftsmanship to testing,

we set out to make great ammunition.

The world’s toughest critics agree.

Scan for more info
and videos

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) completed an extensive
evaluation process and selected Hornady Critical Duty® as its
source for 9mm +P and 40 S&W service ammunition.
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irsan of Turkey has been

GIRSAN’S MC |4T X SOLUT|0N producing some very
ISACOOL NEW .380 TIP-UP desirable guns of late.

Its Browning Hi-Power

SEMIAUTO MATIC. clones have earned high

praise—certainly from me, since I

recently bought one I'd tested. The
BY BHAD FITZPATHIBK company’s 1911 pistols offer —
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ATIP OF THE HAT

«— high quality at a reasonable retracted to chamber a round. The  design reminiscent of the Beretta
price as well. But of all Girsan’s current Beretta Cheetah, Bobcat 92/M9 pistol, which for years was
offerings, perhaps the most inter- and Tomcat models all share this the official U.S. military sidearm.
esting is the MC 14 line of tip-up trait, and of these, the new MC 14T The Girsan borrows design cues
barrel pistols. And its newest X Solution most closely mirrors from the M9 and will feel very
version—the MC 14T X Solution in the Beretta Cheetah 86 tip-barrel familiar for anyone who went
.380—offers features never before .380. afield with that gun. The MC 14T X
available on a tilt-barrel handgun. The Cheetah was produced Solution pistol looks and feels very
Firearms enthusiasts will imme-  from 1991 to 2004. It commanded much like a 3/4-scale M9 but with
diately recognize the profile of the a high price—today used ones sell the advantage of the tip-up barrel.
MC 14 as similar to Beretta’s popu- for around $1,200—and you could The MC 14T X is a double-action/
lar tip-up pistols. While it wasn’t argue that the $569 Girsan MC single-action gun with an ambidex-
the first tip-up, the first such gun to 14T X Solution, which 1s imported trous manual safety. It’s a firing
gain mainstream acceptance and stateside by EAA Corp., is better pin block safety, and the hammer
market success was the Beretta sulted for personal defense than cannot be cocked from a lowered
950 Jetfire from 1952. the 86. position with the safety engaged;
It was a compact semiauto carry The MC 14T X 1s a blowback- the hammer stops at the half-cock
pistol that had a novel design in operated semiauto chambered in position. Nor can the hammer be

which the slide did not need to be .380 ACP. It has an open-top slide lowered with the safety engaged. It
can, however, be lowered with the
barrel tipped up, which is the saf-
est way to lower the hammer.

In addition to the ambi thumb
safety, controls include a slide stop
on the left side of the forged alu-
minum frame and a barrel release
lever on the right side of the frame.

The barrel tip-up lever is ma-
chined so it widens at the base,
and it’s very easy to actuate. Doing
so releases the C-shape lug on the
bottom of the barrel, which allows
the barrel and chamber to rotate
upward on the transverse pin

[ The threaded barrel tips up courtesy of a lever on the right side. While the located on the frame just below the
slide is not cut for optics, a Picatinny rail makes it easy to mount a laser.

front sight.

GIRSAN
MC 14T X SOLUTION

TYPE: DA/SA tip-up semiauto

CALIBER: .380 ACP

CAPACITY: 13

BARREL: 5 in., spiral fluted, 1:16 twist;
threaded 1/2x28

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 8.0/5.0/1.3 in.
WEIGHT: 26.1 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: Tungsten Cerakote alumi-
num frame, black Cerakote steel slide
GRIPS: composite G-10-style

TRIGGER: DA pull, 9.5 Ib.; SA pull, 5.5 Ib.
(measured)

SIGHTS: 3-dot, drift-adjustable rear
PRICE: $569

MANUFACTURER: Girsan

A The Girsan has an ambidextrous manual safety, an easy-to-operate slide IMPORTER: EAA, EAAcorp.com
stop and a magazine release. Fitzpatrick really liked the G-10-style grips.
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Girsan added spiral fluting and
a Cerakote Tungsten finish to the
pistol’s barrel, barrel lug, front
sight and frame. The steel slide has
a black Cerakote finish, and the
controls are also black, giving the
gun a cool two-tone look.

Other MC 14 models sport 4.5-
inch steel barrels, but the X ver-
sion features a 4.9-inch extended
barrel with 1/2x28 threads and a
thread protector. The 1:16 twist
rate should stabilize popular .380
ACP self-defense and target bul-
lets weighing between 85 and 102
grains.

I mentioned earlier that I pur-
chased Girsan’s Hi-Power clone,
and while I liked the gun, I was
disappointed by its cheap synthetic
grips. The grips on the MC 14T X
Solution are certainly much better.
EAA and Girsan call the composite
grips “G-10 style,” which essentially
means they mimic G-10.

That’s certainly not a bad thing
since G-10 grips are quite popular,
and the angled lines on the grips
provide a secure and comfortable
hold. There’s a gold “G” medallion
in the center of the grip panels
that doesn’t look garish but rather
adds a touch of color to the dark
two-tone pistol. The frontstrap and
backstrap feature vertical lines
machined into the metal.

Sights include a dovetail rear
sight with two white dots, and a
white dot post front. The rear sight
1s relieved to cut down on glare.
Unlike most modern semiautos,
the MC 14T X Solution’s slide 1s not
cut to accept optics. However, you
could mount a laser or light/laser
combo on the included Picatinny
rail as an alternate sighting sys-
tem.

Two 13-round metal Mec-Gar
magazines are included. One fea-
tures a finger extension while the
other comes with what EAA refers
to as a “loading base plate tool.”

In profile this tool looks very much
like a rounded magazine extension,
but the base plate features a groove

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

that holds a single .380 case via the
rim.

The tool allows you to store the
firearm unloaded and then rapidly
tip up the barrel and insert the
single round, which slides off the
base plate tool when the round i1s
chambered and the magazine is
pulled upward. It certainly beats
scrambling to find a round 1n case
you need to load the gun in a hurry.

The MC 14T X Solution boasts
a lanyard loop on the base of the
magazine well, an homage to ser-
vice M9 pistols. The gun, magazines
and a wire cleaning brush ship in
a small hard plastic case. It’s also
backed with a limited lifetime war-
ranty.

The MC 14T X Solution weighs
26.1 ounces unloaded. At least
that’s the weight I got on my digital
scale, as opposed to the 1.4 pounds
(22.4 ounces) listed on the EAA
website. That’s nearly 2.5 times as
much as the Smith & Wesson Body-
guard 2.0. Additionally, this pistol
measures eight inches long and
1.3 inches wide, making it larger
than most subcompact 9mms. So
1f you'’re looking for the absolute
lightest .380 pistol to carry in a
fanny pack or pocket, this probably
1sn’t the best choice.

What the gun does really well,
though, 1s absorb recoil. Stubby,
lightweight .380s can be snappy
and even unpleasant, so they

|

[N The Girsan features three-dot sights, and the rear is drift-adjustable. The
short feed ramp did contribute to a couple malfunctions during testing.

[N The loading base plate tool holds a single cartridge that can easily be
inserted in the chamber. Then simply pull up on the magazine and insert it
into the gun.
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«— aren’t always the best choice
for new or recoil-sensitive shoot-
ers. However, a .380 that weighs as
much as the Girsan i1s a pussycat
on the firing line. The gun is fun
and easy to shoot fast, and if recoil
mitigation 1s more important than
maximum concealability, the MC
14T X Solution might work for you.
Operating the pistol will likely
feel slightly awkward to experi-
enced shooters accustomed to
slapping a magazine 1n place, then
racking or dropping the slide. It
took time for me to get accustomed
to the Girsan’s order of operations,
especially hitting the barrel tip-up

lever on the right side of the frame.

You can pull the slide rearward
to operate the Solution in the
traditional manner, but it’s not
preferable. The slide is heavy, and
its serrations don’t offer a lot of
purchase.

It’s much simpler to chamber a
round via the tip-up barrel, and

after a few hundred rounds the
operation starts to feel completely
natural. I think new gun owners
will cateh on to the operation of
this pistol very quickly—perhaps
even faster than those who’ve sent
several thousand rounds down-
range through other semiautos.
The double-action trigger pull 1s
about 9.5 pounds, which 1s probably
a bit better than average for DA/SA
pistols. The single-action trigger
pull is quite long, and required
5.5 pounds of force to fire the gun,
which 1s a bit heavier than average.

My primary peeve with the Gir-
san 1s the trigger guard. The slop-
1ng design looks cool, but 1t reduces
the space within the guard. It’s a
layout I could have lived without,
but other shooters may not take
1ssue with it.

The beefy, G-10-style grips won
me over, though. Between the gun
and its frame size, this pistol is
large enough that even shooters
with really big hands will find it
comfortable, yet it won’t overwhelm
those with small hands. I do think
the beavertail would be more —3

ACCURACY RESULTS GIRSANMC 14T X SOLUTION

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
.380 ACP Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
Speer Gold Dot HP 20 089 15 2.1
Hornady Critical Defense FTX 20 961 11 2.2
Hornady American Gunner XTP 90 268 15 2.6
~ederal Hydra-Shok Deep JHP 99 852 11 2.7
Flocchi CovertX JHP 95 1,042 12 2.5

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed rest. Velocity figures are 10-shot
averages recorded on a Caldwell VelociRadar at the muzzle. Abbreviations: HP hollowpoint; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint
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DENALI™ CHEST HOLSTER

GUIDE’S CHOICE CHEST HOLSTER

(907) 205-4429 www.DiamondDOutdoors.com

HANDMADE ONE-HANDED
IN THE USA QUICK DRAW

Two GREAT products. Two ALASKAN companies. ONE DESIGN.
SHOP BOTH to find a CHEST HOLSTER that is right for you!

www.DiamondDLeather.com
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We’re proud of the products we build,

by American craftsman.

and we’re honored to say they’re 100%
sourced and manufactured in the USA,




ATIP OF THE HAT

«— comfortable if it were a bit lon-
ger, though.

Accuracy was pretty good, with
some groups under two 1nches at
29 yards, and a single five-shot
cluster of Speer Gold Dot bullets
that measured 1.4 inches. The
average, however, was closer to 2.5
inches.

The gun was also mostly reliable,
malfunctioning just twice. Both
times the problem was the same:

A bullet nosed into the feed ramp
and jammed the action open, which
makes the gun appear empty. The
culprit i1s a short feed ramp that
probably deserves a good hand
polishing before you shoot the gun.
That was the only 1ssue with reli-
ability during testing.

Perhaps you’ve eyed the Girsan
MC 14 family of pistols only with
passing interest because you don'’t
have compromised hand strength.
That changes, however. If we live
long enough and continue spending

time at the range, there’s a good
chance that most of us will, at some
point, find it difficult to rack the
slide of a pistol.

The MC 14T X Solution has you
covered. The low recoil makes it a

o\

great training pistol, and the prodi-
gious 13+1 capacity makes 1t a suit-
able self-defense firearm. Whether
you need the tip-up feature or not,
this 1s a solid .380 ACP that’s inno-
vative and fun to shoot. O

I} The MC14T X Solution liked Speer’s 90-grain Gold Dot Personal Protection
load, placing five shots into 1.4 inches at 25 yards.
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YOU'LL NEVER NEED

UNTILYOUDO.

IT'S POSSIBLE TO MAKE A PERFECT ROUND.

BUT CAN YOU MAKE A MILLION PERFECT ROUNDS?
THIS IS WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.
COMPETITION SHOOTERS AND THE MILITARY ALL TRUST
THEIR LIVELIHOODS WITH BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION.
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Ammunition

WWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM
eif >

TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU,
PLEASE CALL 800.568.6625
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ARO-EVO

THE NEXT EVOLUTION IN RIFLE OPTICS

ARO-EVO is the ARO (Advanced Rifle Optic) EVOlved. ARO-EVO  with our new Spacial Purpose Reticle (SPR) which is a bullet-
features an all-new 26mm housing design that offers a larger  drop compensating and ranging reticle which balances the
sight picture providing the user with more information for performance of a ZMOA dot with accuracy at intermediale
improved performance shooting along with our new lower 1/3  distances. ARO-EVO is available with our Special Purpose
co-witness pedestal mount. Additionally, ARO-EVO is available Reticle or a ZMOA dot only in Red, Green, and Gold.

Shake Awake™ Solar Failsafe™ SPR (BDC Reticle)
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THE SANDS OF TIME

THE BERETTA 92XI1 SAO SABBIA IS ANEW 92
THAT EMBRACES WHAT IT ONCE REPLACED:

THE SINGLE-ACTION SEMIAUTOMATIC.

BY KEITH WOOD
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n 1985, the U.S. military made

a decision that deeply divided

the handgun world. The move

to adopt the double-action/sin-

gle-action Beretta 92 handgun
to replace the mighty single-action
1911A1 as its official sidearm
forced shooters to recognize the
DA/SA semiautomatic handgun
as a mainstream option for duty,
defensive and sporting use. Some
shooters never got over that.

The Beretta, which wasn’t well-

known to civilians at the time,
became one of the most successful

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

handguns of all time thanks to its
military endorsement. Virtually
overnight, the Beretta effectively
converted the single-action hand-
gun market into one dominated by
double actions. In an ironic twist,
40 years later Beretta has gone
back to the system it replaced

by introducing the competition-
minded single-action Beretta 92X1
SAO Sabbia.

For as long as double-action/
single-action handguns have been
on the market, shooters have
complained about the transi-

tion between the long, heavy
1nitial double-action trigger pull
and shorter, lighter subsequent
single-action pulls. Over the years,
custom gunsmiths and firearms
engineers have worked to address
this reality with varying levels of
success, but the simplest solution
is to adopt a single-action ignition
system. With the XI SAO series,
which includes the Sabbia, that’s
exactly what Beretta did.

The SAO Sabbia i1s not the only
single-action 92. The Beretta 92
XI series also includes a Tactical
model and even two race-ready
compensated versions that are
single actions.

Sabbia is Italian for “sand,”
which describes the family’s
earth-tone finishes. The alumi-
num frame is anodized in a light
bronze hue while the steel slide is
covered in flat dark earth Cera-
kote. The barrel and controls are
treated with black DLC, which
gives the gun a three-tone look.

The SAO Sabbia i1s built on Be-
retta’s full-size Vertec aluminum
frame. The Vertec, introduced
several years into the 92’s history,
made some meaningful depar-
tures compared to the original.
For starters, the Vertec frame has
a straight backstrap in lieu of the
traditional curved 92 frame.

The Vertec also has a flared
magazine well. On the Sabbia it
i1s further enhanced with the ad-
dition of a removable aluminum
extended magazine well from Toni
System, the Italian firearms acces-
sory firm.

The Vertec frame also has an in-
tegrated Picatinny rail on the dust
cover for mounting accessories.

The grip panels on the Vertec
frame appear thinner than the
originals, and the Sabbia features
thin but aggressively textured Lok
Grips panels made from G-10. Both
the frontstrap and backstrap are
machine checkered. The overall
combination of these textured
surfaces provides plenty of

J
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«— grip when it comes to control-
ling the gun.

At first glance, the controls on
the SAO Sabbia are similar to oth-
er Beretta 92s, but a deeper dive
reveals some significant differ-
ences. The fundamental difference

1S, of course, the fact that the SAO
Sabbia 1s a single-action design.
Beretta calls this the Xtreme-S
single-action-only trigger. This
pistol is designed to be carried 1n
condition one—i.e., cocked and
locked. Further, with the skeleton-

[N The Sabbia is designed to be carried cocked and locked, and as such it fea-

tures extended safety levers. The flat Xtreme-S trigger has a light pull and a

short reset.

[N Two slots are machined into the slide to allow for an optic plate. The plate
Is recessed to allow the firing pin catch to operate.

94 HANDGUNS DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026

1zed hammer to the rear and the
frame-mounted safety engaged,
you can take one look at this gun
and know it’s not a traditional
Beretta 92.

Like a 1911 or a Browning Hi
Power, the pistol can be fired only
when the hammer is in the cocked
position. It can be cocked by rack-
ing the slide or manually cocking
the hammer. After the initial take-
up on the first shot, each trigger
pull 1s identical to the last. The
trigger on my sample had a hitch of
creep but was light at 3.4 pounds.
Reset was short, measuring ap-
proximately 0.08 inch.

The trigger bow itself is nearly
flat, with only a slight curve on the
serrated face. Instead of a slide-
mounted safety lever, the Sabbia
uses a frame-mounted ambidex-
trous safety, just as the original
Model 92 did.

Pushing the extended safety
levers upward actuates it, which
puts the gun into cocked-and-
locked mode. The safety lever is
long enough that it can be engaged
and disengaged without shifting
one’s grip on the pistol. There is no
decocker.

The 1gnition components, 1n-
cluding the hammer and trigger,
as well the slide stop, extended

BERETTA
92XI1 SAO SABBIA

TYPE: single-action semiauto

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 22+1 w/+4 extensions; 3 mags
supplied

BARREL: 4.7 in., threaded 1/2x28
WEIGHT: 35.3 oz.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 8.5/6.45/1.5 in.
CONSTRUCTION: flat dark earth Cerakote
steel slide, light bronze anodized aluminum
frame

GRIPS: Lok FDE/black G-10

TRIGGER: Xtreme-S single action; 3.4 Ib.
pull (measured)

SIGHTS: black steel rear, fiber-optic front;
cut for optics adapter plates

SAFETIES: ambidextrous manual thumb
PRICE: $1,329

MANUFACTURER: Beretta USA, BERETTA.COM

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



magazine release and takedown
lever, are DLC coated for smooth
operation.

The open-top slide is an identify-
ing characteristic of the Beretta 92
series, and on that front the SAO
Sabbia i1s no different. The lack of
slide mass i1s good news, since less
reciprocating weight equals less
muzzle rise. The slide has both
rear and forward vertical cocking
serrations. There 1s an external
extractor riding at the 2:30 position
on the slide.

Like all Beretta 92s, the SAO
Sabbia operates on the same
basic premise as the Walther P38.
Instead of using a Browning tilting
barrel system, the Sabbia uses a
simple locking block that drops
down from its engagement with the
slide and allows the barrel to travel
a short distance to unlock. Some
credit this system with creating
less muzzle rise, and the limited
barrel movement probably also
contributes to the Beretta’s reputa-
tion for mechanical accuracy.

The barrel on the SAO Sabbia is
4.7 inches long and threaded 1/2x28
at the muzzle. The threads are
covered by a knurled steel thread
protector, and an O-ring provides
a tight seal between the thread
shoulder and any muzzle device
that’s installed. The internal
surfaces of the barrel are chrome-
lined, and the exterior has a matte
blue finish.

The recoil system on the SAO
Sabbia is fairly standard. A poly-
mer full-length recoil spring guide
locks between the front of the slide
and a recess cut into the barrel’s
locking block, and there is a flat
recoil spring guide.

The SAO Sabbia uses an 18-round
steel Mec-Gar magazine that comes
fitted with an aluminum base pad
made by Toni System. This base
pad expands the magazine capac-
ity to 22+1. The large base pad
also makes the magazine easier to
grab quickly off a belt pouch and
ensures the extended magazine

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

well doesn’t interfere with properly
seating the magazine. Between the
extended mag well and the tapered
mags, reloads were very fast.

The Vertec models were the first
92 series Berettas I'm aware of to
allow for interchangeable instead
of integral front sights. Rather than
being a forged element of the slide,
the front sight is dovetailed in
place. The SAO Sabbia uses a red
fiber-optic front along with a ser-
rated black rear. This sight setup is
functional, durable and reliable.

I have a feeling, though, that
many shooters will not use the iron
sights. Optics have become impor-
tant—some say crucial-—accesso-
ries on a modern handgun, espe-
clally in the competition context.
But being an older platform, the
Beretta 92 was not designed with
optic mounting in mind.

The area where the optic mounts
1S just above the extractor mortise,
so the cut cannot be too deep. Ad-
ditionally, on the Beretta 92 the fir-
ing pin catch rises above the top of
the slide during the firing cycle, so
accommodations had to be made to
allow the catch to move freely with-
out impacting an optic or mount.

The approach to solving this
problem was relatively simple:

Beretta machined two slots into the
top of the slide just forward of the
rear sight and drilled and tapped
the bottom.

Beretta offers a variety of optic
plates for the various formats on
the market. I chose one for the
Leupold DeltaPoint Pro and

The SAO Sabbia is equipped with a
removable extended magazine well
manufactured in ltaly by Toni System.

‘ N
» o
. : ~ :."'-.c-_._h;.“

[N The aluminum Vertec frame is machined with an integral Picatinny rail for
mounting a light or other accessory.
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REVOLVER

SPEED LOADER

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER

.22 (aliber

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER |

Fea Flex brake arm
& lock down step!

.
HKS .22 LR. Cal. Joods,
ey, Tk
Mitdhell Arms (H.8.)

HKS PRODUCTS, INC
7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER
www.HKSspeedloaders.com
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<— mounted this sight easily to the
slide. The flat dark earth finish on
the Leupold red dot was nearly
identical to the aluminum and steel
surfaces on the pistol, which made
it look like an original part of the
handgun.

Two fasteners secure the plate
to the slide and another two secure
the sight to the plate. While not as
low as some designs, the system is
simple and secure. The plate 1s re-
cessed internally to allow the firing
pin catch to move freely, even with
the optic 1n place.

Due to the height of the mounted
optic, the sights were not usable
with the optic installed. Higher
sights wouldn’t solve the problem,
at least with the DeltaPoint Pro,
because they would be impractica-
bly high. Today’s red-dot optics are

ACCURACY RESULTS BERETTA 92XI SAQ SABBIA

super reliable, but mounting one to
this handgun is a commitment to
using it.

Breaking down the SAO Sabbia
for maintenance is identical to oth-
er Beretta 92s. Remove the maga-
zine, lock back the slide and ensure
the chamber 1s empty. Press the
disassembly latch release button
on the right side of the frame and
rotate the disassembly latch lever
90 degrees downward. Release the
slide and remove it from the frame.
Remove the recoil spring assembly
and then the barrel from the slide.
Reassemble in reverse order.

I was pretty excited to take the
SAO Sabbia to the range. I've fired
hundreds of single-action pis-
tols over the years and plenty of
Beretta 92s, so it was interesting
to shoot a handgun that melded

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
American Eagle Range TSJ 124 1,157 10 B
Hornady Custom XTP JHP 147 959 11 2.4
Fiocchi Range Dynamics FMJ 147 1,002 9 3.1

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups fired at 25 yards from a Target Shooting Inc. Model 1500
rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots using a Garmin Xero C1. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP jacketed

hollowpoint; TSJ, total synthetic jacket

.

A

[N The excellent ergonomics, along with the Sabbia’s good trigger, will appeal

to competition shooters.

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



those properties. Like all Beretta

92s, the SAO Sabbia i1s a big and
relatively heavy handgun, so it 1s
extremely pleasant to shoot in 1ts
9mm chambering.

When I tested the SAO Sabbia,

I had just returned from a three-
day 1911 course taught by legend-
ary competitor Rob Leatham and
master pistolsmith Jason Burton,
so this was a very appropriate time
to be using a single-action auto.

Thanks to the consistent trigger
pull, the handling qualities of the
gun and the optic, I was able to
make hits quickly and repeatedly
on steel targets set up from five to
15 yards. Most important, my first
shot from the draw was faster and
more accurate than it would have
been with a double-action/single-
action Model 92.

The ergonomics of the SAO Sab-
bia are excellent, and i1t has a good
trigger, an easy-to-manipulate
ambidextrous safety, an extended
magazine release and a comfort-
able grip. These factors, combined
with the Beretta 92’s reputation for
reliability and accuracy, are what
have kept this legacy design in the
game for so many years.

What we are seeing at this point
1s a handgun that has reached the
performance peak of its life cycle.
There’s no question what the Sab-
bia was built for: It’s a race gun,
pure and simple. Sure, you could
use it for self-defense, but most buy-
ers will have competition in mind.
Assuming that sanctioning bodies
will allow the pistol to be used 1n
the same divisions as traditional
DA/SA handguns—such as USPSA’s
Production division—the SAO Sab-
bia will be an attractive choice.

Four decades after the Beretta
92 shook up the handgun world, the
introduction of these single-action
models, to include the SAO Sabbia,
represents a major design shift
on Beretta’s part. This evolution
should go a long way in maintain-
ing the 92 series’ relevance in the
combat shooting sports. o
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RUGER’S EXCELLENT GPI100 TURNS 40
years old this year, and it continues to
serve as one of the best all-around and
most robust revolvers on the market. It’s
avallable in standard, Super and Match
Champion variants, and the newest
Match Champion is chambered to the
popular 10mm Auto cartridge. Because
why should semiauto shooters have all
the fun?

RUGER
GP100 MATCH CHAMPION

TYPE: double-action/single action
centerfire revolver

CALIBER: .357 Magnum, 10mm Auto (tested)
CAPACITY: 6

BARREL: 4.2 in., half underlug
OAL/HEIGHT: 9.5/6.5 in.

WEIGHT: 37 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: brushed stainless steel
barrel, frame, cylinder

GRIPS: Hogue stippled hardwood
TRIGGER: 9 Ib., 8 0z. DA pull; 3 Ib., 4 oz. SA
pull (measured)

SIGHTS: white-outline fully adjustable notch
rear, green fiber-optic front

PRICE: $1,269

MANUFACTURER: Ruger, RUGER.COM
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A six-shot revolver, it features a 4.2-
inch barrel with a half underlug. Overall
length is 9.5 inches, and weight is 37
ounces. Sights include a fully adjustable
white-outline rear and a green fiber-optic
front set in a dovetail. The fiber-optic
rod is protected by a cage that provides
ample protection at the top and sides as
well as at either end.

The topstrap is flat, and forward of

that the barrel is grooved to reduce glare.

“Ruger GP100” is engraved on the right
side of the barrel, with “10mm auto” un-
derneath on the lug. “Match Champion”
graces the barrel’s left side. The muzzle
has an 11-degree crown for accuracy
and protection of the 1:16 RH rifling.

Barrel, frame and cylinder are stain-
less steel with a brushed finish, and the
gun boasts eye-catching Hogue stippled
hardwood grips that make an attractive
match to the brushed stainless.

The GP100 is a double action/single
action that uses coil springs—a Ruger
Innovation—and this Match Champion
had a smooth double-action pull of 9.5
pounds with almost no stacking. Single-
action pull averaged three pounds, five

RUGER GP100 MATCH CHAMPION IOMM

ounces and had a nice, sharp break. The
hammer spur is aggressively serrated,
ensuring your thumb isn’t going to slip
when cocking it for single action.

The GP100 uses a super strong, triple-
locking action. The front of the crane
features a locking lever that engages
with the frame, and the cylinder stops
are offset so their notches correspond
with the strongest section around the
charge holes. The cylinder release is a
push button instead of a slider, and it’s
grooved at the rear where your thumb
applies pressure.

The Match Champion is easily loaded
via three supplied stainless steel moon
clips. You can load and unload the
gun singly as you would with rimmed
cartridges, but because the 10mm has a
rebated rim, the ejector star has nothing
to catch on, and spent cases usually
have to be plucked out individually.

The 10mm has really caught on in
recent years, and it makes perfect sense
In a relatively large revolver like the
Match Champion. In terms of energy, the
cartridge sits above the .357 Magnum
but well below the .44 Magnum.

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



One thing’s for sure: You’re never go-
ing to mistake the recail of a 10mm for AGCURAGY RESULTS RUGER GP100 MATCH CHAMPION

that of a full-power .44 Magnum. With Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
. 10mm Auto Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

the Match Champion 10mm you’ve got - :
a revolver that’s very manageable. The Logent Fiv TS 280 2y 1 0 L

un’s half lug hits the sweet spot here ALlIE el iy 180 b 15 -
g\lh'l il Ig A P " ' Hornady Backcountry Defense 200 1,113 16 2.0

S aatlins At i ~ederal Solid Core 200 1,089 9 3.5

helped Lame muzz'_e rise, it also would've Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups with iron sights at 25 yards. Velocities are averages of 15
made the gun heavier. shots recorded 10 feet from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX. Abbreviation: FMJ, full metal jacket; TC, truncated cone

The only thing | didn’t care for were
the grips. | love the looks of the hard-
wood, and the stippling does provide
good purchase, but this particular Hogue
design is a little too beefy for my hands.
I’d also prefer a rubber grip to absorb
some of the recoll.

But that’s one of the great things
about the GP100. It’s ripe for customiza-
tion, and there’s no shortage of after-
market grips—as well as springs and
sights—that allow you to modify the gun
to make it perfect for you.

The grips are a one-piece peg style,
and to remove them you simply turn out
a screw at the bottom and pull them
off. And while the double-action trigger
pull on this Match Champion was great,
the springs are easy to change. Even a [N The cylinder holds six rounds of 10mm, and the three provided moon clips
ham-handed DIY’er like myself was able make loading and unloading a snap.
to swap out the stock springs on my own
GP100 for a set that reduced the trigger
pull considerably.

| probably wouldn’t touch the sights,
though. While the fiber-optic rod is on
the large side for true precision work,

It’s fast to pick up and easy to shoot.
The white-outline rear is perfect for both
bright and relatively low-light conditions.
But again, there are aftermarket options
If these don’t suit you.

The gun is plenty accurate, as you can
see in the accompanying chart, although

it didn’t love every load. Thankfully, [N The rear sight has a white outline I The Hogue hardwood grip has
these days 10mm Auto availability is no and is fully adjustable, which is handy  stippling on the side for control,
, , for today’s wide variety of 10mm although Rupp would prefer a
problem, with all the majors as well as ammo. The front is a green fiber optic  different style, and it’s easy to replace
boutique makers cranking out a wide set in a dovettail. if you wish.
variety of loads for target/plinking, hunt-
Ing and defense. as a trail gun, and it’s got the power and home-defense revolver—simple to oper-
The Match Champion 10mm Auto is accuracy to be a good hunting revolver ate with plenty of oomph and the easy
an ideal all-arounder because it can do for game on the order of deer and hogs. loading/unloading provided by moon
those things well. | think it would excel Plus it’s got a lot to recommend it as a clips. ©
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IF THE ONLY THING SMITH & WESSON HAD
changed with the new Performance
Center Bodyguard 2.0 Carry Comp was
the addition of a compensator, | wouldn’t
have been as impressed as | am with it.
Yes, it jJumps on the compensator band-
wagon, but changes to the slide and the
sights are almost just as big a deal.

This new Performance Center version
of the Bodyguard 2.0 has an overall
length of less than six inches, a weight
of just under 12 ounces and a 0.9-inch
width. Those dimensions make it a third
of an inch longer than the standard
Bodyguard 2.0, thanks to the 3.1-inch
ported Carry Comp barrel; the standard
2.0’s barrel is 2.75 inches. With its longer
barrel, the Performance Center gun is
two ounces heavier.

The gun features S&W'’s Power Port,
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SMITH & WESSON PERFORMANCE CENTER
BODYGUARD 2.0 CARRY COMP

a single port at the top of the Armornite-
finished stainless steel barrel, paired with
a matching cut at the top of the Armor-
nite-finished slide. The slide also sports
diagonal lightening cuts on each side.

The slide serrations are finer, sharper
and more aggressive than on the stan-
dard 2.0. When you trap the front of the
slide for a press check, it stays trapped.
And thanks to a prominent flare at the
rear of the slide, which has matching
serrations, you get excellent purchase
for racking.

The flat top of the slide features a
vaguely arrow-shaped pattern. | suppose
you could argue it helps defeat glare, but
| think it’s mostly for aesthetics. There’s
nothing wrong with a little style.

The sights are another big step up.
When | first worked with the standard

SMITH & WESSON
PC BODYGUARD 2.0
CARRY COMP

TYPE: striker-fired semiauto

CALIBER: .380 ACP

CAPACITY: 10-, 12-round mags supplied
BARREL: 3.1 in. Armornite-finished stainless,
ported

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 5.85/4.0/0.88 in.
WEIGHT: 11.8 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: Armornite-finished stainless
steel slide, polymer frame

SIGHTS: square-notch rear, AmeriGlo Protec-
tor LumiGreen day/night front

SAFETY: trigger blade (as tested)

PRICE: $549

MANUFACTURER: Smith & Wesson, smITH-
WESSON.COM

2.0, | liked its orange/tritium front and
U-notch rear. However, as | shot it under
more and more lighting conditions, |
found this wasn’t always the best setup.
With the Performance Center Carry —
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«— Comp you get a serrated square-
notch rear paired with an AmeriGlo
Protector LumiGreen day/night front that
iIncorporates a large bright green ring
around a tritium vial. It’s a lot easier to
pick up than the standard’s front sight.

With the 2.0, S&W changed the
Bodyguard from a hammer-fired gun
to a striker-fired one, and that resulted
iIn a much improved trigger pull. The
new Performance Center model has the
same trigger, although the average pull
weight on this particular sample was
five pounds, two ounces—a little over a
pound heavier than on my standard 2.0.

This particular model doesn’t have a
thumb safety, but versions with one are
available. Both the slide lock lever and
magazine release are nicely sized for
carry and operation. The pistol ships with
10- and 12-round magazines.

| just love the Bodyguard 2.0’s grip,
which remains unchanged on the Per-
formance Center model. It has a more
pronounced beavertail and undercut
behind the trigger guard for an excellent
hold. The grip is nice and slim, with the
same 18-degree angle that makes the
company’s M&P line so shootable for so
many people. The stippling on the sides
Is relatively fine so it won’t abrade your
skin, but the texture on the frontstrap
and backstrap is decently aggressive for
good control.

And when it comes to control, the
Performance Center Carry Comp excels.
After bench accuracy testing was com-
plete, | ran the gun side by side against
my Bodyguard 2.0 in a series of Bill Drills,
using the shorter 10-round magazine
In both pistols. The Carry Comp model
held a speed edge over my non-comped
gun, as you would expect, but | was still
surprised by how little muzzle rise there
was. Combine that with the Ameriglo
high-visibility sight, and you can really
deliver rounds on target in a hurry.

The 2.0 Carry Comp was 100 percent
reliable, save for one instance where
the slide on the 12-round mag failed to
lock back on the last shot during bench
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ACGCURACY RESULTS S&W PC BODYGUARD 2.0 CARRY COMP

Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
.380 ACP Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)
Federal Punch 85 889 16 1.9
Hornady Critical Defense 90 925 14 1.9
Fiocchi CovertX 95 027 16 2.1

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 15 yards from a Ransom Multi Cal Steady Rest. Velocities
are averages of 10 shots recorded 10 feet from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX.

- # *¥

[N The gun retains the excellent grip layout and striker-fired trigger found on the
original 2.0, but the slide serrations and the flare at the rear of the slide make it

easier to rack.

The Power Port compensated barrel
makes the gun incredibly flat-shooting
for such a small and light .380.

testing. It happened only once, and there
were no other failures of any kind.

While the Carry Comp did fit into a
leather IWB holster | have for my original
2.0, a teeny bit of the trigger guard was
not covered because of the slightly lon-
ger barrel. But the Carry Comp didn’t fit
securely into my Kydex holster, although
outfits like C&G Holsters are already of-
fering fitments for this new model.

|s this Performance Center Carry
Comp version worth the $100 upcharge

[N The front sight and slide serrations
on the Carry Comp (top) are a big
improvement over the original 2.0,
although the barrel is a bit longer due
to the comp.

over the standard 2.0? It’s certainly
easier to shoot because of the com-
pensator and the sighting setup, and

it’s easier to operate thanks to the slide
design. But there are no free lunches.
The Carry Comp is also slightly longer
and heavier, although at these minimal
dimensions that’s really just splitting
hairs. As always, the choice comes down
to what characteristics matter most to
you, and this is an impressive micro .380
that makes an excellent carry gun. O
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~ One-piece
- Compensator
Built into the barrel

WITNESaeall MATL'H‘)E

‘2 9mm17/20+1 Capacity Fully Adjustable Rear Sight Cap.
%o = Tunned Trigger [4.5 bs Max ] Hard Travel Case

Optic Ready [RMSc Footprint] Full Accessory Rail & Frame Rail
Lightweight Aluminum Frame 2 Check-Mate Magazines 17 / 20 rds.
EAA Limited Lifetime Warranty ~ Removable Magazine Well

Why Pay $5,0007 BUY NOW >
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Exceptionally priced at $1,179 MSRP  SKU: 395025 g@%
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SMITH & WESSON MODEL 19 CLASSIC

EVERY SHOOTER | KNOW HAS HISORHER
favorite handgun, but regardless of
type, I've noted that more and more
folks value the established and older
designs. So they should be happy
about the new Model 19 Classic from
Smith & Wesson. Lacking an inter-
nal lock, this reintroduction brings
the gun back to its roots.

As the story goes, 1in 1954 S&W
president Mr. Carl Hellstrom asked
well-respected handgunner Bill Jor-
dan, who was employed with Border
Patrol, what he thought would be
the ideal law enforcement handgun.
Jordan proposed a K frame with a
four-inch barrel and ejector shroud.

He also suggested target grips
and target sights and, best of all, a
397 Magnum chambering—a first
for a gun as relatively small as the
K frame. The resulting gun was
stamped “Combat Magnum” on the
right side of the barrel, and while
that nomenclature has gone by the
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board, this new Model 19 is hard to
beat. With a handy four-inch barrel
and finished in a bright blue, it is a
handsome piece of armament.

This new gun has a straight, un-
tapered barrel that 1s threaded 1nto
the barrel shroud and finished with
a target crown. The fully adjust-
able rear sight is removable for the
installation of a red dot and blends in
perfectly with the topstrap. The front
1S a ramp-style sight with a red insert
that when viewed through the rear
notch—which lacks a white outline
that would have been appreciated
here—leaves just the right amount of
light on both sides for quick acquisi-
tion. The topstrap and the slightly
raised barrel rib are serrated to
reduce glare.

The hammer is service width
(remember those wide “target”
hammers?). The trigger broke at 4.5
pounds 1n single action with just a
hint of slack. The double-action pull

was 12 pounds with an acceptable
amount of stacking and actually
seemed lighter thanks to the service
trigger and a redesigned lockwork.

The cylinder release goes back
to the original design. The locking
bolt has been moved from inside
the ejector rod shroud, replaced by
a ball detent on the inner frame,
with the surrounding area finished
smooth for a quality touch. The cyl-
inder bolt is almost perfectly timed,
as only a slight drag mark shows on
the cylinder.

The wood grip panels are reminis-
cent of those checkered and wonder-
fully figured Goncalo Alves stocks.
The new walnut panels are amply
checkered, with handsome grain.

This more traditional Model 19
sans the internal lock will surely ap-
peal to the more traditional shooter
or collector. It’s certainly the quality
we expect from Smith & Wesson. The
true Combat Magnum is back! 0

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



SPRINGFIELD
ARMORYEES




g 1911
9MM & 45ACP

THE NEXT
GENERATION

FEATURES

o
J..-.- A B e
et

¥

Il
2
18
11
18
Ll
-
-
1Ll
1l

MORE




