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Pixfra Taurus T650 LRF A selection of junior rifles Hill hydraulic quad sticks HikMicro Alpex 4K Lite
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PRODUCTS
REVIEWED

Airguns, rifles,
shotguns, and
accessories

4
FAC POWER
FX DRS Tactical Sniper

o

+ PREMIUM OPTICS
UNDER £1K Leupold 6-24x52 \VX-6HD
Weatherby Orion Gen 2 riflescope

shotgun

BRITISH
ILLIANCE

BSA's Ultra CLX - compact,
accurate, and ready for the field

SMOOTH OPERATOR The Sako 90 Finnlight all-weather stalking rifle
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FLAGSHIP THERMAL
RIFLESCOPES -
“This scope (ACE H50R)

FROM £1859 - R
| | :

wg?ﬂ viewing experience of anything
I've used to date.”

“I have been seriously impressed with the

Nocpix range of thermal products and use

them for all my fox control work. Nocpix offers

the best in both thermal imagery and build quality,
with practical, shooter friendly features that make
them the best in both their field and mine!”

Mark Ripley “260 Rips”

Long Range Shooting Instructor and Fox Control Specialist

ELEGANT DESIGN
MEETS SUPERIOR IMAGING

The flagship thermal riflescope designed for all hunting environments. It features a self-developed
high-resolution 12um 60Hz thermal sensor with a NETD of <15mK, ocular zoom ring, round

AMOLED 2560px display, integrated LRF (R models), and advanced Reality+ & Vision+ system:s.

ACE L35 ACE H50 ACE H50R ACE S60R

Sensor: 384 x 288px Sensor: 640 x 512px Sensor: 640 x 512px Sensor: 1280 x 1024px
Lens: 35mm FO.9 Lens: 50mm FO0.9 Lens: 50mm F0.9 Lens: 60mm F1.0

Magnification: 4-16x Magnification: 3-24x Magnification: 3-24x Magnification: 2-24x
Detection Range: 1800m Detection Range: 2600m Detection Range: 2600m Detection Range: 3100m
Battery Life: 7 Hours Battery Life: 7 Hours LRF Range: 1200m LRF Range: 1200m

Battery Life: 7 Hours Battery Life: 6 Hours

i ' Distributed by
Nocpl)( ‘ _?_ﬁe 'IE')hrcl)(ugh Industry Leadlng TP su g it
Al U 4 YEAR WARRANTY Avalilable in All Good Gun Shops
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Night Vision & Optics

Wednesday
29" October

Spm - 8:30pm

<L 2% Nocpix PARD

X
SWAROVSKI
OPTIK @) HAWKE

Fnd out more at:
rbsporting.co.uk « 01989 763859
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SPORTING SERVICES LTD. phone: 01444 400126
“The original Accuracy International authorised supplier. Over 20 years experience of Al products!” 111} bi I e : 0 7 7 7 1 9 6 2 1 2 1

f _ @sportingservices email: julian@jsavory.com
JUNE DATA DISK

NOW AVAILABLE AND ¥eisigut,
DOWNLOADABLE £13

QuickLOAD key features J Quik[OAD:

Accuracy International AT-XC / AT-XC Pro Competition Rifle - 6.5 Creedmoor / .308
Range of accessories including folding hinge, weights and forend bridges available online e Morethan 1200 cartridges

More than 230 powders

More than 2500 bullets

Abundance of Useful Outputs

Customize cartridge selection for your firearms

~ Accuracy International AXSR Multi-Calibre Rifle Dimensioned drawings and photos of many cartridges at the
Available in 6.5 Creedmoor | .308 Win | .300 Win Mag | .338 Lapua Magnhum .
click of a button

QuickLOAD Ballistic Software

Extensive range of Accuracy International Rifles, Accessories & Spares always in stock!

‘~ SAFRAN

Vectronix

GM10.25/A

Ammunition & Components from most major manufacturers including: Lapua, CCl, Eley,
S&B, Hornady, Berger, GGG, Geco, Norma, Ruag, RWS, PPU, SK ... available from stock!

3 Dsrieks  CIE SCHMIDT @ BENDER &

AR 4. W A
¥ TERRAPINX GARMIN.

GM10.25/H

EBRERLESTOCHK c
—AWAw KAHLES

+44 (0)1342 716427 STILL SHIPPING AS NORMAL
sales@sportingservices.co.uk

i sportingeerviceso.ik OGP www.quickload.co.uk

INTRODUCING
OUR ELITE SERIES

y
The next generation in sound suppression

and durability, backed up with over 20 years
of experience and attention to detail.

&s MADE IN | l
GREAT =4 —
liteTi Elite Com pact

'/"’ BRITAIN

—

Available to purchase from authorised retailers NOW www.wildcatmoderators.cor

GMO07.25/M
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High Quality

madein

SPAIN

Info@noricaairguns.com
www.noricaairguns.com
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=S @gden y : BRATTONSOUND
Sﬁaatmg S“/p IN GUN SECURITY
/@ AVAILABLE FROMALL GOOD S

Manufacturers of Superior Quality Bespoke Luggage and Bags A ST

Ogden’s Shooting Supplies the best of British i@ 3 SECURITY LEVELS
Contact us with your shooting luggage requirements

& 33 MODELS IN OUR STANDARD
" RANGE
1 . 3YEAR ON SITE WARRANTY*

‘® BRITISH MADE SINCE 1982

FREEVP90 NAPIER CORROSION
INHIBITOR SIJPER

" ]
o ®
| L b

SCUR\

for local stockists & brochures call

020 8254 6812

N EW' We also make General

Purpose Security Cabinets.

Ogden’s Bullpup Ogden’s Night Vision
Rifle Case £99.99 Rifle Bag £125

Tel: 01 61 620 21 90 Please see our website
E: info@ogdensshootingsupplies.co.uk
www.ogdensshootingsupplies.co.uk

www.brattonsound.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply, see website for details

GM10.25/C
GM10.25/D

R EMIS

RIFLE CLUB
g FIREARMSTRATHING

THE ULTIMATE OUTDOOR
FIREARMS EXPERIENCE

NRA AFFILIATED CLUB

LR35R PRO s (N[ BN Orion Firearms Training is at the cutting edge of

10,000 lumen | 500m range Rifle Training within the UK

2 x 6000mAh 21700 batteries
Stepless rotary control switch
Spot, Flood, Red and UV lighting
IP68 Waterproof

Whatever your preferred discipline, Professionals, Stalkers, Target shooters or new
to shooting, our unique range facility in mid-Wales is the place to practice, train,
or just have a fun day’s shoot. Our 5000 acres of shooters paradise with water

$age N\ signature has some of the finest topography this country has to offer, combined
£229.95 (& I<1ik with shooting steel reactive targets makes for an awesome day.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR THE PERFECT GIFT

WE OFFER:

== Covered shooting out to 1000m, open hill
shooting 1400m plus!

mmm=- Drofessional training, Group days, Testing,
Filming etc.

HM55R S mmm==- Prjvate tuition/Sniper experience with former

UK Special Forces Instructor.
1200 lumen | 175m range

1600mAh 18350 battery s Guided Range days with spotter.

Spot and flood lighting === mmm==- A yariety of challenging steel reacting targets,
O lumen direct to red light ™ # from 350m to a mile! Come and test your
IP68 Waterproof N/ rifle, your scope and your skill in a safe, fun
e enviroment.
Prices start from £165 per person per day
Give us acallon 01686 412113 or Jon on 07449 327006

www.orionfirearmstraining.co.uk

GM10.25/K
GM09.25/L
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The MARK 5HD and MARK 4HD RIFLESCOPES are bhuilt to outlast and outperform.

While others warranty failure, we guarantee unmatched optical clarity and
rugged reliability. Because at Leupold, failure is not an option.

404,58 378850

1 II|lIIIl.II.IIII|l:I L

e e

L |I-_'.':-'+"._l'-ﬂpi.'\. : _,,{--. ik ,1'{_. J._;-.. -_._',.__: . AT ._. M
- gl ron | ok ey = :

| T ...Jﬂ. .

R T |Il!

£ Mo ——— B W
D

s

e
=

LEUPOLE =

L1

a4 5l

EY
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'AND PRS UK RIMFIRE 2 Brcbincoon (D Smebaoo gy RE

G5 LEUPOLD

LEMPDLD ARE BISTRIBUTFED INTHE UK BY
T: 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM

VIKING

VIKING ARMS LTD
VIKINGSHOOT.COM

=

LEUPOLD

LIFETIME

—GUARANTEE —

@vikingarmsltd
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HIKMICRO
HABROK PRO HQ50L & HX60L

Multispectral Thermal Imaging Binoculars

Avadilable in 1280 HD and 640 High Res thermal sensors, Habrok Pro

incorporates 4K Day and Night Vision with state of the art thermal imaging,
integrated laser'rangefinder and advdnced image stability.
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* s 3 = HKMICRO ’““Jlmm““'
HQSO0L T
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ﬁpl. £4799.99
. il,_?380x1024 HD Sensor
| Tl ‘ Up to 3100m detection
— HQ50L £3199.99
640x512 High Res Sensor
— Sub 15mk sensitivity

S50mm F1.0 4.3 - 25.8x
Up to 2600m detection

Rural Enterprise Champion

. Alliance Scotland 2024
(ot Eountry”  SCOTICOUNTRY.CO.UK

PN, R E_ RN A BRI B N A L 015565035870"01556503175
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NOW OFFERING HOME DELIVERY!
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WWW.ANGLIATACKLEANDGUN.CO.UK




MADE

IN THE USA

GET THE
ADVANTAGE
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SAVAGE

18” CARBON ST
cMOO0TH LEVER AcTION | ADJU

IN FINISH WALNUT STOCK

. . . SAT
VICK TAKEDOWN -
ILJJUgTABLE TRON SIGHTS RUBBER BUT

3 SERIES » [ | 10 ROUND DETACHABLE MAGAZINE
F PICATINNY RA

IL | MDT pISTOL GRIP

___—--‘__-_'~ S —— 4 | =X SAVAGE

I - — — |

“IM i .

-y 1 GAZINE
r I V2 : SERIES 0 ROUND DETACHABLE MA »

- | e pT PISTOL GR
. HEfAﬁEﬁiEﬁ?RIGEfR 1 PIECE PICATINNY RAIL ' M
ADJUS

Accuracy, performance, and balance. [hree ingredients for the perfect rimfire rifle. Savage are renowned
for building modern rifles with the most advanced technologies to give shooters the ultimate edge.

SAVAGE ARE WB1STRUBUSEENS IN THE UK BY VIKINGE ARMS "LTD
T: 01423 780810 E: SAES@OVYIKINGARMS. COM VIKINGSHOOT.GOM

.

VIKING

SAVAGE'

@vikingarmsltd

GM10.25/22
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TRAFAI-GAR More Than a Fairl It's a Community

TRADE FAIR

AT THE PAVILION BISLEY,
WOKING, SURREY, GU24 OPB

@ New and improved with

exciting new vendors

/{ Access to our brand new
Pavilion Café

g Ample, free parking

18™ - 19™ OCTOBER

of Collectors and Traders.

g Covered location for

all weather conditions

M Free entry

z Varied, exciting stalls

Saturday, 18th October, 8-6pm

Sunday, 19th October, 8-4pm

Want to trade?

The Vickers Room, Conservatory and

Monument Lawn

The Pavilion Bisley, Bisley Camp

Contact - Velma.Durham@nra.org.uk

or call - 01483 798810

Brookwood, GU24 OPB

FIND OUT MORE

&
www.nationalshootingcentre.co.uk @ events@nra.org.uk W

The PSE Evolution Series represents the latest

SC

NATIONALSHOOTING CENTRE

af ":,'f‘jﬂ';f-'jr

This 1 S E\.-?bllilti()l']. |
PSE

advancement in rifle stock design by PSE Composites, developed through RIFLE STOCKS

collaboration with engineers from Formula 1, supercar, and aerospace industries. This series introduces cutting-edge . O .

technologies and ergonomic enhancements to deliver a high-performance, lightweight, and durable rifle stock.

16 GUNMART.NET 7/ OCTOBER 2025

www.pseriflestocks.com
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THE BRAND NEW THEOBEN RAPID
HAS RETURNED IN 2025 AND IS
MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN EVER.

With product range including the
Rapid Ben Taylor Limited Edition, Rapid Classic
and the Rapid Laminate Adjustable.

QUALITY & ACCURACY FOR OVER 40 YEARS

www.theoben-airguns.com

@
lSDLTD INTERNATIONAL SPORTS BRANDS LTD

intfernational sports brands TEL 0149] 681830 WWW|SBRAN DS.COM IN FO@|SBRAN DS.COM
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PCP POVER

Stoeger's PCP technology provides outstanding performance-at an affordable price.
Highly functional, lightweight and ergonomic the XM1 rifles are instantly recognisable
and provide all the features you need.

}:ULLPUP

Designed with Italian flair, the XM1 BULLPUP delivers a lightweight gun with outstanding
handling and great balance. Thanks to its configuration the overall length has been reduced

significantly, so control is excellent even in tight spaces. Integrated sound moderator,
two magazines, plus interchangeable grips and combs complete this impressive package.

}\/ Calibres .17/ (11 shot) .22 (9 shot), Weight 2.8kg, Length /00mm SRP: £490
, coviIBO 4 Oidgy

A cutting-edge, distinctive and streamlined design, the XM1 COMBO includes two
magazines, plus two interchangeable grips and combs. Supplied with a 3-9x40A0

scope and detachable sound moderator, the XM1 also features a lightweight
skeletal stock and adjustable trigger.

Calibres .1/77 (9 shot) .22 (/ shot), Weight 2.5kg, Length 986mm SRP: £260

’ -
L LA

l‘*-.M? v ]

7 Sp—
/

A constant quest for improvement has led Stoeger to develop the
,n‘ XM1 SCOUT, further expanding the popular XM1 range. Offering the ideal
" solution for small game hunting as well as precision shooting

Calibres .1/77 (12 shot) .22 (10 shot), Weight 3.3kg, Length 95/mm SRP: £445

SCOPE &
MOUNTS
INCLUDED

s i

e Y. BEST
—
Stoeger Technology: ~ Homan W00 CrieCkERNG vio= ACCURACY
Tech Design & ' ‘ MULTI GRIP SYSTEM

GMK For further product information and details please call GMK on 01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk

STPCP0124

GMO09.25/46
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PRO-SHOT IS RECOGNISED AS THE WORLD LEADING BRAND WHEN IT .
GOMES 10 GOMPLETE GUN CARE WITH EVERYTHING YOU WILL EVER NEED

[0 KEEP ANY GUN GLEAN AND LUBRICATED TO A STANDARD DEMANDED
BY PROFESSIONAL AND RECREATIONAL SHOOTERS ALIKE INANY FIELD.

PRO-SHOT INCREASES THE LIFE OF YOUR FIREARM AND YOUR PERSONAL
PERFORMANCE.
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V PRO-SHOT ARE DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK BY VIKING ARMS LTD n
T 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM

VIKING ' ' @vikingarmsltd
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EDITOR'S
COMMENT

Welcome to a brand-new issue
of Gun Mart, packed with the
latest firearms, optics, airguns,
and accessories to keep you
informed and inspired. We start
off with all the latest industry
headlines in our news pages,
before moving on to Kit Box
and Best on Test, where the
team take a closer look at some
of the hottest new gear. Don't
miss Five in Focus either, as
this month it's all about airguns
suitable for youngsters.

Airgun fans are in for a real
treat, as Dave Barham reports
on the BSA Ultra CLX, a super-
accurate, compact hunting
rifle with a walnut stock. Mark
Camoccio, meanwhile, gets
hands-on with the Crosman
Vantage, a budget-friendly
springer, and takes a closer look
at the striking Remington Vought.
If that wasn't enough, Dave also
explores the impressive HikMicro
Alpex 4K Lite digital day/night
scope, while the Milbro gun
rest rounds out the section.

On the firearms side,

Bruce Potts puts the Sako

90 Finnlight to the test to

see if this latest incarnation
still earns its reputation as a
stalking classic. Jules Whicker
tries the Pixfra Taurus T650
LRF clip-on, while Chris Parkin
reviews the innovative DRS
Tactical, Leupold’s VX-6HD Gen
2 riflescope, and Hill's cleverly
engineered quad sticks.

Finally in Country &
Shotgun, Bruce Potts checks
out the Weatherby Orion
and Eley’s Pigeon HV load,
while Jonny Carter shares his
experiences with a second-
hand Holland & Holland Royal.

Enjoy, and as always,
safe shooting!

Eol Jackson

Managing Editor

20 GUNMART.NET 7/ OCTOBER 2025

OCTOBER 2025

022 News: The |latest information
from the shooting industry
026 Kit Box: We look at some of
the latest gear and equipment
to hit the market
030 Beston Test: Our expert
reviewers bring you a selection
of shooting's top new products
036 Five in Focus: \We take a look at a

few airguns suitable for youngsters

m

038 Gun Test: With its compact
build, classy walnut stock, and
stellar accuracy, the Ultra CLX
Impresses Dave Barham in
the field and on the range

046 Gun Test: Spring-piston

simplicity meets starter-level

pricing in this Crosman Vantage
test by Mark Camoccio

052 Gun Test: The Remington Vought

delivers striking looks and capable

performance. Mark Camoccio finds
out whether style meets substance

Product: Dave Barham tests

the new HikMicro Alpex 4K

Lite and discovers just how far

058

digital optics have come

063 Product: Milbro Gun rest

FOR ALL THE LATEST
NEWS AND GUN TESTS

SIGN UP
TO OUR
FREE
E-NEWSLETTER

cunmart.net/newsletter

FIELD CUTLERY

066 This month’s round-up of all the
hest cutting-edge tools of the trade

070 Gun Test: Bruce Potts takes the
new Sako 90 Finnlight into the
field to see if this lightweight
legend still lives up to its name

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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Product Test: Jules Whicker checks out

Pixfra's innovative Taurus T650 LRF,
an Al-enabled clip-on with integrated
rangefinding, precise ballistic
solutions, and a knockout price

Gun Test: The FX DRS Tactical’s
barrel-through-cylinder design
impresses Chris Parkin, offering
rigidity, stability, and superb
accuracy straight out of the box
Reloading Basics: Mark Underwood
examines the implications of
switching to a different brand

of cases for your reloads

Scope Test: Chris Parkin puts the
latest Leupold 4-24x52 VX-6HD Gen 2
riflescope through its paces to see if
the premium optics and cutting-edge
turret design justify the price tag

OCTOBER 2025

ARV . . B
57 58

096 Product: From clever damping levers

to carbon-fibre legs, Chris Parkin
examines the technical mastery
behind Hill's quad stick design

COUNTRY & SHOTGUN

100

106

108

Gun Test: Bruce Potts tests the
Turkish-made Weatherby Orion and
discovers a dependable 20-bore with
timeless lines and modern practicality
Ammo Test: Bruce Potts heads

into the field with Eley’s Pigeon

HV, a fibre-wadded load crafted

for fast-paced pigeon action

Gun Test: Jonny Carter shares the
story behind acquiring his dream
Holland & Holland Royal and

putting it to the test in the field

Q7. time
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Gun Mart is published monthly by
Time Well Spent, and goes on sale
the third Thursday of the month
preceding the cover date.

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Selena Barr
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ed.jackson@twsgroup.com
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satisfy themselves as to the safety of
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News

All the latest news and views from the shooting world

‘Knee-jerk’ gun laws threaten local dealers

> Members of Britain's gun trade are
warning that they may not survive

the new firearms licensing rules that
came into force on 5 August. Jason
Harris, who owns Trulock & Harris
Gunsmiths in Suffolk, fears the reforms
will destroy the impulse purchases
that keep independent dealers alive.

"Until now, if a buyer came into
my shop and a shotgun caught their
eye, they could buy it, provided
they held a valid shotgun licence,"
Mr Harris explains. "Customers like
that are the lifeblood of stores like
mine, but under the new licensing
system, all that will change."

The problem is twofold: existing
shooters are abandoning the sport,
while potential newcomers are
being deterred by daunting new
requirements. For gun shops,
this potential drop in footfall
represents a catastrophe.

New applicants face enhanced
background checks, social
media screening, mandatory GP
assessments, and police interviews
with family members about domestic
violence. They must also provide
two referees instead of one.

The reforms respond to the 2021
Plymouth shooting, though inquests
revealed the tragedy resulted from
police failures to apply existing laws.

Mr Harris, who has worked in
the trade for over 40 years, calls the
legislation a "knee-jerk reaction"
that threatens his family business.

"I had hoped that my daughter
would follow me into the gunsmith
trade, but now | fear for the craft's
future as a whole," he says.

While the shooting industry
agrees domestic abusers should not
have firearms, there are concerns
about implementation. Paul Green,
Technical Director of the Gun Trade
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Association, warns enhanced domestic
abuse checks could backfire.

"Despite being well-intentioned, this
measure risks misuse with malicious
and vexatious claims," Mr Green says.
"The past has repeatedly shown that
police will automatically confiscate
suns whilst these malicious claims are
investigated, which in nearly all cases
takes many months. For the registered
firearms dealer, the impact can be

I -

disastrous, with the loss of income and
ultimately the loss of their business."

Mr Green does welcome some
changes, particularly restricting police
forces from routinely using Section
7 permits to manage backlogs.

With rural gun shops already
struggling, the reforms threaten to
hollow out the retail infrastructure
on which British shooters have
relied for generations.

Northamptonshire firearms amnesty
running through to October

> Northamptonshire Police is running a
county-wide firearms amnesty until 5
October, accepting unwanted guns and
related items without prosecution. The
five-week programme launched on 26

August as part of efforts to keep firearms
from falling into the wrong hands. Police will
collect illegally held firearms, ammunition,

Imitations, airguns, antique weapons, Tasers,

stun guns, and CS gas. The amnesty offers anonymity and immunity from
prosecution at the point of surrender. Anyone wanting to surrender items or
report illegal firearms should call 101 to make arrangements with the police.
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PDS pushes police forces to
coordinate on firearms database

> The Police Digital Service has
told forces considering their own
firearms licensing systems to
align with the national database
replacement project instead.
The guidance, published on the
PDS website, states: "Forces who
are considering local investment
In firearms licensing systems are
encouraged to contact PDS to align
with the NFLMS replacement project.”
The advice comes as the contract
award for the replacement database
Is expected in October, following the
closure of tender applications in June.
The current system has operated
since the mid-2000s but lacks basic
digital functionality. Many forces still
process licensing applications using
paper forms and cheques, while others
have struggled with data integrity.
Recent BASC research has
highlighted the scale of inconsistency
across forces. Processing times
range from 18 days to over two
years, with the cost of processing
each certificate varying from under
£130 to more than £300 depending
on force efficiency. Only 459 of
new grants are completed within
six months, with some certificate
holders forced onto temporary
permits for extended periods.
The system's communication
failures have also drawn scrutiny.
A coroner recently raised concerns
about the lack of information

sharing between forces regarding
certificate holders, particularly
when they move between properties
In different police areas.

Bill Harriman, BASC's Director
of Firearms, criticised the current
system as "an outdated legacy IT
system that is not fit for purpose”.

He outlined what would be needed
from any replacement, saying it
must serve police by "accurately
recording certificate holders' details
and those of their firearms" while
providing "wider access to allow
dealers to process one-for-one
variations". For individual certificate
holders, Mr Harriman said the system
should allow them to "manage their
certificates by notifying and recording
acquisitions and disposals".

The PDS promises the new
commercial off-the-shelf system
will deliver "enhanced public safety
through better oversight and data
sharing" while offering "reduced time
and cost for policing". The replacement
will use "modern technology,
automation, and advanced analytics"
to "future-proof" the system.

The coordination call reflects
broader concerns about inconsistent
service delivery. The Countryside
Alliance has separately campaigned for
"a single, centralised firearms licensing
body" to provide consistent service
and allow police to "focus on law
enforcement, rather than licensing".
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Gunmakers’ Trust
welcomes first
apprentice in
Scotland

> The Gunmakers’ Trust has
announced that Rachel Moir

of McKay Brown Gunmakers

Ltd is the latest apprentice to
receive a Gunmakers’ Trust
Bursary Award and the first
apprentice in Scotland to bhe
supported by the Trust. Rachel
will be undertaking a four-year
apprenticeship, developing her
skills as an actioner, lock-maker,
and finisher. On successful
completion, she will be eligible to
apply to the Worshipful Company
of Gunmakers Certification

Panel for accreditation. The
Gunmakers’ Trust said it was
delighted to welcome Rachel and
wished her every success as she
embarks on her training journey.

' Credit: Gunmakers' Trust
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matter at WETC 2025

> The Northern Ireland Field
Target Association (NIFTA) has
received international praise after
hosting the 2025 World Field
Target Championships (WFTC)
at Palace Stables, Armagh. The
event attracted competitors from
27 countries, including Uruguay,
Colombia, and Australia.
NIFTA secretary and World
Field Target Federation President
Dave O'Hara said the association
aimed to provide competitors with
a high-quality experience. “Some
of these competitors pay out of
their own pocket,” Mr O'Hara said.
"We set out to make sure they had
the best experience possible!
VVolunteers prepared 75 |lanes across
three courses, while NIFTA members
trained and served as marshals,
stepping aside from competing to
support international participants.
On the field, Spain’s José Redondo
Martin-Benito led the main PCP class
with a score of 136 out of 150, while
Germany’s Jan Homann won the
spring-powered division with 125
points. In team events, Spain narrowly
defeated England by three points in

> Two Scout leaders have
successfully qualified as BASC
shotgun coaches through a
programme funded by the
association's Legacy Fund, creating
new opportunities for young people
to access shooting sports.

Richard Ruddick and Henson
Appleby, from Gravesham
District Scouts in Kent, passed
their final assessments at
The Game Fair in late July.

The initiative, launched in
September 2022 with £26,000 from
BASC's Legacy Fund, subsidises
training costs for Scout leaders. The
three-day shotgun coaching course,
normally costing £750, is offered
to Scout leaders for just £150.
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the PCP category, and the USA topped

the spring-powered division with a

seven-point margin over England.

Additional categories included

Ladies’ and Junior competitions.
Competitors widely praised

the organisation. England’s John

Chopping called it “exemplary”,

and others described the event as

one of the best ever WFTCs".

Credit: BASC

Both Kent leaders were mentored
by Tom Friar, a former BASC Shotgun
Coach of the Year, who praised their
enthusiasm and grounded approach to
learning. "It's not an easy thing to do,
becoming a BASC Shotgun Coach," Mr
Friar explained. "We deliberately set out
to achieve a high standard to ensure
that the lessons they then provide to
others are of the highest quality.
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Northern Ireland proves size doesn't

Mr O'Hara said he hopes NIFTA's
success encourages smaller
nations to consider hosting major
competitions. "We want smaller
nations to realise it can be done,"
he explained. NIFTA is already
collaborating with Canada's
organising committee for WFTC 2027.
Full results and information
are available at WFTC2025.com.

Scout leaders gqualify as BASC shotgun coaches

The programme builds on BASC's
established relationship with the
Scout and Guide movement, with
BASC coaches regularly attending
jamborees nationwide to introduce

thousands of young people to shooting.

For Mr Appleby, the training
exceeded expectations. "We came
away from the first day, and we
were like 'wow'. We then went on
the residential training days, and
they were just immense," he said.

So far, 53 Scout |leaders have
accessed funding to become
either shotgun coaches or airgun
instructors. BASC's Head of Training,
Peter Marshall, said that funds
remain available for additional Scout
leaders to join the programme.

Credit: NIFTA/WFTF



£59.95

2 Pack
£109.95

£69.935

LARGE HEAVY DUTY 2 Pack

SINGLE SCOPED STORAGE BOX £129.95
PRO MAX RIFLE B1191900 --

CASE rL151101

~

SMALL
STORAGE

BOX
PL1619

SMALL
FIELD
BaOX L+
PL1312

£32.95
3 Pack , N |
£89.95 £8.95

SECURE

SHOT SHELL
AMMO BOX _
PL121202 . S

£10.95

SMALL FROST HARD PISTOL ACCESSORIES
COOL BOX proooo70 CASE prLI0137

VISIT US AT WWW.PLANOSTORE.COM TO SEE OUR FULL RANGE

Unit 4, Sybron Way, Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 3DZ » E- mail: enqurrles@planostore com * Telephone: 01892 603 480
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KIT BOX

KIT BOX

The best equipment and gear for the highly skilled shooter

! ' Contains Sixty (60) _ "
\o,, . "émolstened, Disposablé w"ﬁr .

R By, More Wipes Than Most other=

Large 7"x 8" Wipes

LiTH .
“"250% Larger Than Most Oth®f g

REMINGTON
60 oil wipes
£18
vikingshoot.com

CASSTROM UK

Safari mini-hunter

From £98
casstrom.co.uk
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SURE SHOT
Topgrip target shooting glove
£34.99
sureshot-airguns.co.uk

AIRACUDA
Max air rifle
£549
shootingparty.uk

> JSB MATCH
DIABOLO

MADE IN CZECH REPUBLIC

DIABOLO sHorT
URESES  AIRGUN PELLETS
500 pcs

CAL. 177 | ‘ -

4.5 mm

JSB
Exact short .177 airgun pellets
£12.99
angliatackleandgun.co.uk
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KIT BOX

JOHN RIGBY & CO. KRAL
Leather cigar pouch Empire X PCP walnut
£99 £650

johnrighyandco.com range-right.co.uk

ASG PIXFRA PLANO
Dan Wesson 715 limited edition Volans V850 LRF digital riflescope 48" SE Series rifle/shotgun case
£199.99 £789.95 £42 .95
sportsmk.co.uk pixfraoutdoor.co.uk planostore.com

FAB DEFENSE AIRGUN TECHNOLOGY
Ruger 10/22 M4 collapsible stock Uragan 3 PCP airgun
£177.95 £2,100
shootingsuppliesltd.co.uk edgarbrothers.com
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Kirklees Guns

Call: 01484 544600  Email: mfo@klrklees -guns.co.uk

TP T
I,,,_, R

- Gl

Open 10am to 9pm 7 days wy Taen ) bt ﬁ‘t‘i“ﬁ;.aa\s;:{f’* ki i
Range 100 yards indoor L P sl .
Prices from £20 per hour

Trained instructors available

Loading bench set-up on site FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
Corporate days catered for F ’{7-'1’ JJ.W‘H TR, T

l |

o ! g i
8] = 43F L 1 - I | .
£ I ;
¥ 5 [ _;_

Call Mike now for a booking p U : s 1 L
Tel: 01538 308697 Mob: 07721671746 :H LS .

Email: e
info@caltonmoorrange.com *AIRGUNS *AMMUNITION *FIREARMS *ACCESSORIES *SHOTGUNS
/- -

WG.25/WGN11
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www.kirklees-guns.co.uk

17 LORD STREET, HUDDERSFIELD, WEST YORKSHIRE, HD1 1QA

OPENING TIMES
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00 - 5.00 | SATURDAY 9:00 - 5:00
CLOSED - WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY

SYAY LY RDAY

Trade ticket avallable Saturday from;ﬁam £1 07 .
also admits youon Sunday. (sorry- no chlldreﬁ“ dfon waturday)

SUNDAY ’ A ‘ﬁ B ‘r*{ E.Li |
Admission £7 | ‘ L“-—'Free”ﬁarkmg at all’'events

Doors open ) OOam 3pm | : LSS
Ch.|dren undyer TAEree, ' . WeII behaved dogs welcome
A

...-l

Three Countics @[ﬁ]@@@ﬁ@mm@ﬂ ﬂﬂ]@[lm[rmg Nercestar WRIS GNW

G A PROMOTIONS Tel: 07773 777916 [ 07773 777917 Email: info@militariashows.com
Web: www.militariashows.com

. Fa e B
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JC. Militaria

MILITARY COLLECTABLES BOUGHT AND SOLD

Single items or collections - free search and valuation service discretion guaranteed.

VISA

ANTIQUE & OBSOLETE CALIBRE
1761 dated .65" Brown Bess Cavalry Carbine, to

2nd Dragoon Guards ... £2995.00
1878 M1864-68 Remington R/B Carbine. 12/17 x
44R RF, matching NOS. ... £1295.00
1870, Enfield Snider MK Ill .577 Cal, 5 groove
barrel Cavalry Carbine. ... £975.00
C1720 English ‘Dog Lock’ Flintlock Musket,
with grenade launcher cup. ......cc......£5950.00
1840 U.S. 4 barrel .38 Revolving Perc Rifle by
Billinghurst, New York. ......cuunn...£3950.00
1863 U.S. Civil War Era, Merrill 54" B/L Perc
Cavalry Carbine. MGE. st 9 7300
1843 Tower .650 Cal M1840 Constabulary
Carbine Perc Police Musket. .............£1200.00
C1790 Enfield India Patt .700 Brown Bess &
Bayonet. Sth Lancs Militia ............£2200.00

1855 British Greene 54 bore Capping BJ/L.
Cavaly Carbing: s E2ia.00

1866 Winchester Yellowboy .44 RF Henry
Lever Action, 36" barrel. ... £6450.00

Napoleonic British India Patt 39" Barrel Brown
Bess B DAVOREL e E1979.00

Rare 1858 U.S Smiths .50 Inch Perc Cavalry
Carbine. Saddle RING. ..ccowwmnnnnn £1975.00

BUY - SELL - EXCHANGE. Lay-Away Scheme - Deposit Secures.

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE UK DELIVERY

C1850 W. Greener .600" Bore ML. Hunting
Rifle, Octagonal Barrel. ... £1195.00

1800 .65" Baker Rifle by Henry Nock, with his
SCrewless LOCK. . mmmmmmsnsssssmssssnnenn £9250.0

1888 BSA Martini Henry MK Il Rifle .577x .450 &
1879 Bayaneli st £ A00

1858 Starr Arms Co 54" Perc Saddle Ring
Cavalry Carbine. VGC. ... £2250.00

Zulu War 1874 Martini Henry .577x 450 MK 1/2
RIfle EXCallent ..cimmmimsuininsimsEl £2090:00

1858 Enfield Sgt's .650" Perc Musket to Excise

& Salt Protectorate. ... £795.00 &
Austrian 18mm 1842 Rifled Perc Tube Lock
Cavalrny CarbINe. YOL. wimsimmsimnnEl 3900
Rare 1841 Mississippi Robbins & Lawrence .54
cal Percussion Rifle ... £2250.00
RARE.1855 Colt .56" Perc 5 Shot Revolving
Rifle, Matching NOS. ... £9750.00

*CRIMEAN WAR** M1828/44 Imperial Russian
Army Perc RIfle . £1375.00

C1850 Dble Comb Perc .550 Cape Rifle & 13B

Shotgun, BOWKEL. ... £1875.00
Mint All matching 1886 M1871/84 1Imm
Mauser Rifle’ Grenadiers ... £2450.00

Waterloo Period 1796 Heavy Cavalry Flintlock
Pistol by Ketland, 18 bore, swan necked cock,

walnut stock. Outstanding ...............£1475.00
1873 1st Model Remington Smoot .30 RF 5 shot
revolver. Factory Nickel. ... £575.00
C1875 Colt No2 .41 RF (Knuckle Duster),
English Proofs. VGC ... £875.00
Cased 1875 Whitney, Factory Nickel, .32 RF 5
Shot Revolver & ACCESSOrIES ... £795.00
1855 Allen & Thurber .36 Perc Bar Hammer
Boot Pistol, cannon barrel. .......cwve... £495.00
C1830 Large Frame .400 cal 6-barrel
Pepperbox Mills London. ... £1175.00
Cased C1860 Williams Liverpool, Tranter Perc
Revolver & ACCESSOrIES ... £2750.00
SUPERB 1865 Criffiths & Worsley Tranter, D/A
80 Bore Perc ReVOIVEr. ... £1695.00
C1840 Rigby Dublin .450 Cal Overcoat Pistol.
1843 Cork Reg. VGC .o 289900
C1840 .400 cal D/A Ring Trigger Pepperbox,
Hetherington, Nottingham. ..............£975.00
1843 Richardson Cork 25b Perc Traveling
Pistol, CB-1202, Oct Barrel. ....ccevreen £695.00
1766 Divine Dublin 16b Flintlock Traveling
Pistol, Wicklow Reg Mark. ... £1075.00

mastercard

C1820 Thompson 80b Perc Pistol, with Folding

Sprung Bayonet. VGC. .......vvirnrrreen. £645.00
1842 Imperial Russian .600 cal perc Cavalry
Pistol, brass furniture. ... £795.00
1867 Colt 1849 Perc Pocket Revolver in .31 cal
B’ BaITE icnmimmmsmmimssisnmmimmimmissusmimsinssmsie | S S MDD
Cased C1852 Webley Bentley 80b D/A Perc
Revolver & ACCESSONIES ..mmmmmmmmmmmennn £1275.00

C1866 .30cal Moore's 1864 Patent 6 shot Teat
Fire ReVOIVEr VOC ...ciummssmumssmsmsssmssesssenss £799.00

US Civil War S & W Model 1Y% ‘Tip Up' Barrel .32
RF 5 Shot RevoIVer. ... £975,00

1870 Southerner .41RF Derringer by Brown
Mfg CO VGC. ..corrnssssssssssmmsamsimsssssnnen £7 95,00

Imperial Prussian M1842 .600 Cal Perc Cavalry

Pistol, Brass FUrNItUre. ... £795.00
C1800 38 bore Flintlock Pocket Pistol by
Mortimer. Turn off barrel. ... £595.00

C1860 Cooper .31 cal perc S/A pocket revolver,
MAtChING NOS. ... £1295.00

C1800 Flintlock 15b Holster Pistol, Richards
London, Captive Ramrod. .....ccwen.. £1375.00

Very RARE Civil War Confederate Army & Navy
Le Mat 9 Shot .42" / S.B. 20g Shotgun S/A Perc
‘Crapeshot ReVOIVEr' ... £9500.00

EDGED WEAPONS & BAYONETS

WW1 Robbins alloy hilt trench push dagger,

1820 Japanese Mino Ko-Wakizashi, Tsuba with

Hitler Youth Dagger RZM M7/93 Ewald Cleff

1796 Patt Infantry Officer's blue & gilt sword, knuckle bow & sheath ........cceiien. £1200.00  Gold Inlay & Scabbard. ....ceeceiiiennn £875.00  SolINGEN. VGC. e sesssssmmrssssssesseennsnnnd2695.00
Riddel & Bale, scabbard. ... £1275.00  Victorian Manchester City Police Hanger C1650 Japanese Wakizashi,  Kogatana, British Ordnance Victorian 1845 Pattern Royal
WW?1 German Sawback 1884/98 Mauser Kar  Sword Weapon No3 & Scabbard ............£475  Scabbard & Expert Assessment .........£79500  Navy Boarding Cutlass. ... £675.00
98 & G98, scabbard & Frog ............£495.00 1903 patt Bayonet, Wilkinson & Land Patt, 1943 US army Camillus Ist type M3, original 1887 MK IV Martini Henry Sword Bayonet,
Ancient blade 1500-1580 Uchi Gatana, Kane  gcapbard, Integral Frog .. £375.00 1943 M6 SCADDAI. oo £1100.00  SCADDAIA & FIOG, wvrrsmmmssssmsnnnn £375.00
Nag3: I SIE S sremsmrsmremmsmemeeE1435.00 WW?2 Type 98 Shin Gunto Officer's Sword,'Hiro  C1700 Wakizashi short sword, Mino School, Napoleonic Yeomanry 1796 Patt Light Cavalry
ieak Falk 54 Daaggr by Berd & €0, Ranw, Saku' scabbard. ... 147500 Yamashiro, cover & NOtes ... £1250.00  Sabre & scabbard ..o £675.00
etched blade. VGC. .....mcnerscsssssssnnnn £895.00

WW2 3rd Patt B2 FS Commando Dagger, 1796 Patt Heavy Cavalry Officers Sword, Gilt  Luftwaffe 2nd Patt Officer's Dagger, Siegfried 1796 Heavy Patt Cavalry Sword & scabbard.
Mould Mark 4. Scabbard VGC. .. g64500 Etched Blade Runkel. ... £975.00  Solingen & Scabbard. ......vesrsiennnn £595.00 - Marked &)/ A (R —— s 0§
Ist Patt Luftwaffe Officer's Dagger, Scabbard, 1917 US LF&C Trench Knuckle Knife & Scabbard ~ Gendaito Katana ‘ITO SAI YASU TSUNA SAKU' 1786 George Il Clamshell Stag / Boar Hunting
Chains & Clip, OVernof. st B1000  INONGINGl CONE. st 200 EXpert ASSEESIMERt cuwumssisumn 273000  SiHearm Etehet, .t 120500
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS WW1 1918 King's Own, O/R ‘Denim’ Trench 1945 WD Airborne Paratrooper’s Camo *Rare* WWII Japanese Army NCO 6X24

1879 ZULU WAR, GINGINDLOVU Zulu Chiefs
Knobkerrig, silver plague. ....uun...£1250.00

WW2 1944 20mm Hispano Cannon, RAF
Mosquito, full history. for display. .... £5450.00

WW?1 RAF Bristol FE2B Fighter two blade

Propellor, 9' 8" long. Superb. .............£2450.00
1925 Webley Mark Il Target Model .177 Calibre
Air Pistol, Straight Grip. ... £675.00

WW2 British AM. Air-Tex Type E Tropical
Flying Helmet and headphones .......£495.00

Old Spec Astra ‘Broomhandle’ C96 Mauser
Pistol, Holster / Shoulder Stock. .........£1975.00

Cap & Badge. Original cond. ...............£475.00
Original WW2 NSDAP 4 Piece Armband with
Original RZM Label, ...encrnsssniennnnnnn £575.00

Old Spec WW2 MG 42, 7.92mm MG by ‘bnz
(Steyr Daimler Austria) & case. .........£4250.00

WW1 RNAS Pilot Officer’s Cross Belt Holster,
Webley .455 Service Pistols. ... £275.00

Inert 3.7cm Stielgranate 41 For German 3.7cm
Pak 36 Anti-Tank GuN ... £695.00

WWI1 1916 WD ‘QO.R.G Yeo' 1915 Patt O/R
Stand Collar Tunic. Named. .......ccrn. £995.00

Denison Smock, ‘Half Zip'. ......cuu....£1450.00
1916 Mauser G98 7.92 Infantry Rifle by Amberg,
moving parts and certificate, ............£795.00
WW2 Thompson MI1928A1 .45 SMG, original
drum mag, Lyman rear sight. ..............£1495.00
30mm Aden Cannon from a Hawker Hunter
Jet Aircraft.1998 UK Cert. ......ovcinne £5950.00
Old Spec 1918 Vickers .303 HMG Transit Case,
1918 Trigod. Ao TIN. . E13G0.00

Victorian Brass Merryweather Helmet and
Liner. Complete & Original .....ccucuun.... £795.00

Binoculars KAIKOSHA K. ... £375.00

1953 3rd Patt British Para Helmet, complete
with liner & chin strap. Size 71/8. ........£445.00
WW2 Kriegsmarine 7x50 Zeiss U Boat

Armoured Turret Binoculars, .....e....£1975.00

Old Spec 1941 Lanchester MK I* 9mm SMG by
sterling, S0 Rt mMiag. . ssssnnmmsnie 1 3000

1820-1830 George IV Brass Tip Staff Engraved
TorMe LIy OF LNEOIN. swmsmmmsasmeiE199200

Quality Soviet Russian Zorki Leica Luftwaffe
35mm Camera & Case ... £995.00

caLL: 0161 476 0436 | 07786 707191 | emaw: jc.militaria@btinternet.com

wes: WWW.jemilitaria.com

P/EXS WELCOME AND DEPOSIT SECURES

LARGE BAYONET SECTION
NOW ON WEBSITE

GM10.25/32



BEST ON TEST

Best on Test

Our experts bring you reviews of the top shooting products and services

Birchwood Casey Gallery and
Gallery Expert .22 Targets

> The Gallery and Expert targets from
Birchwood Casey may look similar to
the commonly seen airgun targets, but
they’'re made with a key difference:
thicker, harder steel and reinforced
frames, making them suitable for

use with .22 rimfire rifles. Although
I've used these with my .22LR, |
primarily wanted them for testing
the ever-growing fleet of FAC-rated
airguns I've been reviewing recently.

Airgun evolution
Whereas the .22LR, generating around
100ft/Ibs of muzzle energy, is more
than capable of handling the smaller
centrefire-rated steel targets | already
own, those tend to be heavier and
bulkier. These Birchwood Casey targets
are smaller, lighter, and much more
portable, thanks to an integral frame.
FAC airguns used to generate
between 20 and 40ft/lbs, making
them suitable for serious pest control,
but it's now increasingly common to
see high-powered, larger calibre pre-
charged pneumatics producing 60
to 100ft/lbs of energy, with muzzle
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velocities between 900 and 1,000fps.
As such, the Gallery targets from
Birchwood Casey have been ideal.

Large or small
The larger Gallery .22 target has four
lower gongs measuring 2.5" (64mm)
that swing freely when hit, flipping
up to rest on a horizontal bar beneath
the upper gong. Once all four are hit
and latched against that top bar, you
shoot the fifth, upper target to reset
them. It knocks the lower gongs loose,
so they drop back down vertically.
The all-steel framework is foldable
for easy storage and transportation.
Birchwood Casey applies its signature
orange target dots to the gongs, but
as these are obviously sacrificial,
you can either replace them or
simply respray after each session.

Testing capability

The smaller Expert target works in the
same way but features 1.75" (45mm)
gongs that are slightly thicker at
9.5mm, compared to the 4.5mm gongs
on the Gallery model. Both targets

share the same 11.1mm steel bar frame
construction with a thick powder coat,
and the forward legs slide along the
vertical frame, allowing you to angle the
unit towards the shooter as needed.
Both are rated for use with standard
velocity .22LR ammunition, and it's
reasonable to assume the Expert’'s
thicker steel and added leg braces/pins
are intended to withstand closer-range
iImpacts, where projectile energy is still
relatively high, while the lighter gongs
on the Gallery model are optimised
to spin freely at longer ranges.

Read the instructions
Instructions and safety warnings are
included: do not use anything more
powerful than .22LR, including higher-
energy rounds like .22WMR or .17HMR.
Avoid using BBs, and always shoot
from a minimum of 25 yards, wearing
appropriate ear and eye protection.

| tested both targets at 50m to
properly put the steel to the test under
maximum energy delivery, and they
both held up perfectly. Birchwood
Casey advises that the steel may
mark or bow slightly over time, but
both targets can be completely
reversed to extend their usable life.

Although airguns are not mentioned,
the targets appear to be compatible
If due diligence is applied. | would, as
always, ensure a suitable backstop is in
place to capture all projectiles. While a
struck gong will deflect the projectile
downwards, any miss that strikes the
frame or edge of the target can still
result in a ricochet, so all standard
safety precautions must be followed. am

REVIEWER: CHRIS PARKIN

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Birchwood Casey Gallery
and Gallery Expert .22 targets

Price: £46.80 each

Contact: Hannam's Reloading -
www.hannamsreloading.co.uk
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BEST ON TEST

Hawke Tactical Cantilever Ring Mount

> The Hawke Tactical Cantilever
Ring Mount is a neat design, and
it is one of those specialist
mounts that can get us out of
a mounting problem, courtesy
of its versatile specification.
The cantilever profile means
a large section of the mount (2")
can be used to reach forward or
back, depending on orientation. The
2.75" long Picatinny/Weaver base
means this mount will squeeze
In where space is at a premium.
Two chunky bolts can be finger-
tishtened, with holes for an Allen
key to fully secure them if needed.
Cleverly, the Picatinny/Weaver
recoil cross bars can be withdrawn
and turned over, which then
creates a smooth profile. But as
the instructions point out, just
make one bar inactive, and the
mount will still stay put under
heavy provocation. This feature is

useful, as many guns with Picatinny-
style mounting don't have standard
spacing. Two fixed recoil bars

won't always align, so being able to
remove one makes it much more
likely the mount will fit snugly.

On the downside, each ring is
secured with six screws, which
feels excessive and becomes
tedious when fitting or swapping
scopes. The small felt pads inside

the base of each ring are also
unnecessary in my experience
and may become tacky over time.
Moving on to the positives,
the hollow central section
offers two key benefits: it
reduces weight and provides a
channel that can allow open
sights to be viewed through
the mount on certain setups.
The overall profile creates a
high sight line, making it ideal for
scopes with large objectives. am

REVIEWER: MARK CAMOCCIO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Hawke Tactical
Cantilever Ring Mount

Price: 1" £39, 30mm £95

Contact: Hawke Optics -
www.hawkeoptics.com

Jack Pyke Rifle and Si 1t Slip

> A good-quality rifle slip is
particularly important if you

have a rifle with a valuable optic
attached to it. While you can
sometimes squeeze a scoped rifle
into a standard slip, the Jack Pyke
Rifle and Sight Slip is purpose-
built for the task, with ample
room for both rifle and scope.

The slip is made of highly
durable Duotex and lined with
very soft, 1” thick internal
padding. This protects the
contents from accidental knocks
and is thick enough to hold
the gun securely in place.

The full-length zip allows easy
access to your rifle without the risk
of scratching it, and a leather cap at
the end provides extra protection
for the muzzle and front sight.

A wide, fully adjustable shoulder
strap, a strong carrying handle, and
a hanging hook provide versatile
carrying and storage options, while

the zipped and padded side pouch is
ideal for ammunition or accessories.
At 49.2" long and 9.8"” wide, this is
a very roomy slip, and its classic look
Is topped off with real leather trim.
Overall, this slip is strong,
lishtweight at just 965g, and
impressively well-padded. With a gun
safely stored inside, a quick squeeze
reveals just how well protected it
Is. For the lightweight and secure
transport of a valuable scoped rifle,
this slip is an excellent choice. am

REVIEWER: MARK UNDERWOOD

TECHNIC{\. SPECIFICATION
Name: Jack Pyke Rifle & Sight Slip

Price: £42.95 (guide)

Contact: Jack Pyke -
www.jackpyke.co.uk




BEST ON TEST

Lee Precision Micrometer Adjust Screw

> Lee Precision has now introduced
a micrometer adjustment screw
for its bullet seating die. It is a
feature that has been missing for
far too long. The screw replaces
the original adjusting screw on
any Lee bullet seating die and
iInstantly adds a controllable,
recordable adjustment facility.

The very clear, laser-
engraved divisions represent one
thousandth of an inch, allowing
you to make very fine adjustments,
and the built-in friction ring
keeps the screw from moving
out of adjustment. As this screw
does not use a ‘click’ mechanism
to stop it from moving, you
can actually set it between the
thousandths markings and it
will still hold in place, allowing
even finer adjustments.

The screw is available in three
sizes: handgun, rifle, and large-

calibre rifle, and you can also
now buy Lee Precision bullet
seater dies complete with the
new micrometer adjuster fitted.
The screw is very well made,
with no movement or wobble,
and it takes just seconds to fit-
you just back out the existing
screw and replace it
with the micrometer.
Being so easy to install,
the micrometer screw can

easily be moved between
Lee bullet seating dies, but
because it is so well priced,
it is actually economical
to get one for each die.
Overall, this is a great
addition to any Lee Precision
bullet seater die, and it certainly
represents a very useful upgrade
to your existing setup. Gm

REVIEWER: MARK UNDERWOOD

Sure Shot Pellet Pouch
with magnetic flap

> Leave a tin of pellets on the
floor while shooting, and there's

a high chance that grit and dirt
will enter the equation, and if it
begins to rain, your ammo and gun
are unlikely to bhenefit from the
additional moisture content!

So, for those who take their
airgun shooting seriously, a pellet
pouch can make a big difference.
While pouches have become an
essential accessory for competition
shooters, hunters and plinkers can

still benefit from being able to keep
their ammo safe, dry, and ready
for action at a moment's notice.

This Sure Shot pellet pouch
Is a great piece of design, as it
stays shut by using a small, neat
magnetic catch under the flap.
Pellets are simply dropped into
the generous main bowl, and
the flap is snapped closed.

Adjust the robust, elasticated
lanyard to sit around your neck, and
pellets are then held exactly where
you need them, free from harm. Just
nudge it open, and snap it closed.

Available in a variety of colours
and made from a Cordura-style
material, these pouches are a steal
at the price. There's even room to
store a range prompt card. em

REVIEWER: MARK CAMOCCIO
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Lee Precision
Micrometer Adjust Screw

Price: £17.90

Contact: Henry Krank -
www.henrykrank.com

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Sure Shot Pellet
Pouch with magnetic flap

Colours: Red, blue, olive,
green, camo, tan, and grey

Price: £9.99

Contact: Sure Shot Airguns -
www.sureshot-airguns.co.uk




BEST ON TEST

Direct Action Ghost MK2 Backpack

> The Direct Action Ghost Mk 2 is an
extremely durable, yet lightweight
pack with some great features.

In addition to the 28L capacity

of the main part of the backpack,
there is an additional 3.5L of

space in the detachable pocket
organiser, which is attached via
straps to the front of the main unit.

Storage and features
The organiser has multiple storage
compartments for holding smaller
items, while the main backpack
has larger spaces for bigger items.

The main compartment is
accessed via a large two-way YKK
zip and consists of a single spacious
section, with one internal mesh pocket
and a slot for a hydration bladder.
There is also a sturdy strap with a
quick-release buckle to suspend the
bladder and prevent it from slumping
to the bottom of the backpack.

On the front of the pack, there
Is another simple compartment,
accessed via a single zip, which has
no divisions inside and is ideal for
cloves, hats or other items that you
might need to get to quickly. Above
this, there is a dedicated eyewear
compartment with a soft lining to
prevent lenses from getting damaged.

On the sides of the backpack,
there are small pockets with Velcro
closures and very strong, elasticated
rims to hold drinks containers
securely so they do not fall out.

On the back of the pack is a large
concealed compartment with a hanger

strap for a second water bladder,

and this ability to carry two water
supplies is especially useful when you
are out all day in hot weather. It can
also be used to carry spare clothing
or flat items like maps or targets.

The detachable pocket is effectively
a large admin pouch, featuring seven
pockets and four slots for pens and
similar items. It would be ideal for
holding a full first aid kit and, being
removable, can easily be taken
directly to where it is needed.

It is secured to the main backpack
with four adjustable webbing straps
featuring quick-release buckles, along
with elasticated shock cord running
down either side. The space between
the two sections can be adjusted to

accommodate anything from a helmet

to coats, shooting mats, or even a tent.
There are several compression

straps to prevent the contents

from moving around, and numerous

external fixing points are provided

for attaching additional items.

Comfort and carrying
The back of the pack is heavily
padded with a Combat Vent System
for enhanced ventilation, and the
low-profile shoulder straps and
detachable hip belt are also padded
and shaped for comfort. Even
with a heavy load, this backpack
Is very comfortable to carry.

There is also a very strong
carry handle on the top.

Conclusion

The Direct Action Ghost Mk 2 Backpack
is a well-designed piece of kit, with
practical features such as the capacity
to carry two hydration bladders and

a detachable pocket organiser. The
build quality is exceptionally high, and
details such as the oversized storm
flap over the main compartment zip
reflect excellent attention to detail. am

REVIEWER: MARK UNDERWOOD

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Direct Action
Ghost MK2 Backpack

Price: £217.76

Contact: Military 1st -
www.militarylst.co.uk

www.hawkeoptics.com
== Born in the UK

© HAWKE
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MEET THE NEW BOSS!

SIDEWINDER SYSTEM H5

MIKE MORTON

Airgun Shooter - editor-in-chief

AWARD WINNER
2021 & 2022

The Great British Shooting Awards

OPTICS PRODUCT OF
THE YEAR UNDER £1,000

“It’s one of the finest scopes I've
ever had the pleasure to use -
centrefire, rimfire or airgun - and is
excellent value for money too.”

Lighter, stronger, 4 inch eye relief, better crown glass, improved illumination,
a new locking turret system with witness window and comes with the
Hawke No-Fault Lifetime Warranty.

These are justsome of the reasonsto upgrade.

GM10.25/19
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Your guide to specialist
dealers in your area

PICKERING GUNS

www.pickeringguns.co.uk

Huge array of new and used Airguns,
Shotguns, Rifles and Ammunition.
Part exchanges welcome.

Email: info@pickeringairguns.co.uk
Tel: 01751 476904

7-8 Birdgate, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 7AL
Mon-Sat 9-5 pm. Closed Weds.

W@GUNS

SUPPLIERS OF ALL MAKES OF FIREARMS,
AMMNUNITION AND ACCESSORIES

We keep an extensive range
of shotguns, rifles and air rifles
in stock at all times.

Tel: 02827641204 Mobile: 07955343134

www.lavinguns.co.uk

www.betterbangaccessories.com

Y
s TWC

P/
AIRGUN SPARES

TWCHAMBERS.CO.UK
01349 832974

SALES@TWCHAMBERS.CO.UK

DRAGON

FEELD SPORITS

DRAGON FIELD
SPORTS WREXHAM

Full range of air rifles and pistols: Webley, Weihrauch,
BSA, Crossman, Logun, Air Arms, Brocock etc + Scopes,
NightVision, Archery

21 Pentre Felin, Wrexham. LL13 7NB

Tel: 01978 290990

www.dragonfieldsports.co.uk

SHOOMIE
SUEFLIGS

WWW.SHOOTINGSUPPLIESLTD.CO.UK

38 Sherwood Road Bromsgrove B60 3DR
(Just off the A38, 300yds from Morrisons)

SHOTGUNS, RIFLES, AIR GUNS,
CARTRIDGES, AMMUNITION, RELOADING
EQUIPMENT, SCOPES, ACCESSORIES,
CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR

01527831261

Tues-Sat
9am to 5.30pm

SHOOTERS
¥ WORLD

Stockists of Percussion, Le Chameau,
Hoggs & other country clothing.
Beretta, Browning, Miroku & other
Shotguns, Firearms & Air rifles.

SHOOTERSWORLD-UK.COM

3-5 Swinton Road, Mexborough, S. Yorks S64 9JB
Tel: 01709 578189. RFD S. Yorks 31

°KITT PONGO AND

THE HOGMAN

AIR-GUN & HUNTING
ACCESSORIES DEALER

Always 150 or more Airguns in stock.
Based in Darlington we offer an
extensive stock of Air Rifles and
Handguns. Take a look round our

website for more information.
ID always required before Airguns
can be released to the buyer.
01325 355366 | 07847968059
kitt2@thehogman.co.uk

WWW. THEHOGMAN.CO.UK

Get your space for just £60!

FIREARMS

Professional Gunsmithing.

High Quality Deactivation.

Classic and Modern Firearms.

Film and Tv, Veterinary, Import/Export

01582 461 769

WWW.CGFIREARMS.CO.UK
SALES@CGFIREARMS.CO.UK

- Shotdguns

- Rifles

« Clothing

- Optics

- Repairs

YE© L
rbsporting.co.uk Tel: 01989 763859

58&6, Cropper Row, Haigh Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye. HR9 5LA

MOOREDGES

AIRGUNS & COUNTRY CLOTHING

3/};’

Extensive range of all leading
Airguns, Scopes & Accessories

Come and see our showroom

Please call for our opening times
Mooredges Road, Thorne, Doncaster

www.mooredges.com
Tel: 01405 741706 EESIZ

Advertise with us
and reach your target
audience effortlessly!

Call 01815 730359 FOW,
and let’s make your
business shine!

Reach out to our advertising team today:

( 01315 730359

( 01315 730356
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AT CCI®, WE UNOERSTAND WHAT YOU WANT AND NEED. WHEN IT COMES TO RIMFIRE AMMUNITION
NO ONE BEATS US AT OUR GAME. WE OFFER THE BEST SELECTION IN ALL SHOOTING SPORTS. WHILE
OTHER COMPANIES SIT ON OLD TECHNOLOGY AND PERFORMANCE, WE'VE REFINED RIMFIRE INTD
WHAT IS WIDELY CONSIDERED THE WORLD LEADOER IN HIGH-PERFORMANCE RIMFIRE AMMUNITION.

v CCl ARE DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK BY VIKING ARMS LTD n

T: 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM
RN G @vikingarmsltd



FIVE IN FOCUS - JUNIOR AIRGUNS

JUNIOR AIRGUNS

We take a look at a few airguns
suitable for youngsters

CROSMAN INFERNO

Type: Springer
Calibre: . 177
Muzzle energy: 7ft/lbs
Shot count: Single shot
Action: Break-barrel
Stock: Synthetic
Overall length: 40.5”
Barrel length: 16.5"

> Lightweight and easy to handle, this junior-friendly air rifle features fibre- Weight: 4.4|bs

optic sights and a rugged skeleton stock. Ideal for beginners, it excels at RRP: £99.99

plinking and small pest control in confined areas. Compact, reliable, and well- Contact: Range Right -

balanced, it's a great starter option. Scope and mounts are sold separately. www.range-right.co.uk

BSA ULTRA ISR

Type: PCP
e — — Calibre: .177 and .22
st ' Muzzle energy: 6ft/lbs
Shot count: 120 (for
both .177 and .22)
Action: Bolt-action
‘. Stock: Synthetic,
ambidextrous
Overall length: 27.1"
Barrel length: 11.8”
> Designed for younger shooters, this compact PCP air rifle offers a cold hammer- Weight: 5lbs
forged barrel, an onbhoard pressure gauge, and a quick-fill system. It features a fully RRP: £499

adjustable two-stage trigger and a junior-sized beech stock option, with the further Contact: BSA Guns -
option to upgrade to a full-size synthetic stock. A 12ft/lbs version is also available. www.bsaguns.co.uk
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FIVE IN FOCUS - JUNIOR AIRGUNS

GANMO JUNIOR HUNTER

Type: Springer
Calibre: 177
“ Muzzle energy: 6ft/lbs
Shot count: Single shot
Action: Break-barrel
Stock: \Wood
Overall length: 35.4"
Barrel length: 15.3"
> Designed for heginners between eight and 12 years of age, this lightweight, Weight: 5.5|bs
compact rifle helps youngsters develop proper shooting technique with ease. Its RRP: £124.99
manageable size reduces strain, encouraging confidence and control. Standard open Contact: BSA Guns -
sights are perfect for training, with the option of adding a scope as skills progress. www.bsaguns.co.uk

WEBLEY VMX CUB JUNIOR

Type: Springer
Calibre: 177 and .22
Muzzle energy: 5.5ft/Ibs
Shot count: Single shot
Action: Break-barrel
Stock: \Wood (with
junior length of pull)
Overall length: 37.8"
Barrel length: 16.5"
> This break-barrel air rifle offers smooth cocking and reduced recoil for greater Weight: 5.23|bs
control. Its precision-rifled barrel delivers reliable accuracy, even with open sights. SRP: £142.99
A 3/8" dovetail rail allows easy scope mounting, while the compact wooden stock Contact: Highland Outdoors -
ensures comfortable handling. Ideal for consistent, enjoyable target or field shooting. www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk

WEIHRAUCH HW30 JUNIOR

¥

Type: Springer
o TR Calibre: . 177
=y Muzzle energy: 4.6ft/Ibs
. Shot count: Single shot
/ Action: Break-barrel
Stock: Scaled down
junior beech sporter
Overall length: 35.25"
Barrel length: 12.4"
> Praised by Mark Camoccio, this is a premium airgun, scaled down for easier handling. Weight: 5.1lbs
With refined engineering, a two-stage Rekord trigger and precision fibre-optic sights, it SRP: £290
delivers excellent performance at lower power. Ideal for accurate target shooting, it Contact: Hull Cartridge -
maintains Weihrauch'’s trademark quality in a compact, beginner-friendly package. www.weihrauch.co.uk
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> There is something very special
about owning a BSA airgun. Apart
from being exceptionally well-

made and very accurate, this British
sunmaker’s air rifles have a pedigree
that spans more than 160 years. BSA
Is constantly evolving and tweaking
existing models, as well as working on
brand-new rifles, so it was a natural
progression to revisit the original Ultra
model and produce a side-lever CLX
version. It's available with a beech or
walnut stock, but I'm a sucker for a
nice bit of wood, so | opted to review
the walnut-stocked .177 version.

There's no mistaking the shape of
an Ultra stock, and this walnut version
Is the work of Italian gunstock gods
Minelli. What's more, it's ambidextrous,
so it truly is a “one size fits all".

Long enough to keep your hands
clear of the cylinder when employing
a variety of hold styles, the fore-
end is nicely shaped, and there is
ample stippling for added grip.

The pistol grip features the same
stippling, and | really like the steep
rake and the deep scallop shape.

As someone who likes to shoot

with their thumb up top, | really like
the cut-away that scoops into the
rear of the action to provide a very
comfortable thumb support and easy
access to the safety catch, which
you flick to the right for safe and to
the left when you're ready to fire.

At the very rear of the stock is a
vented rubber butt pad, which is in
a fixed position. Pre-fitted studs are
another nice extra on the stock, which

BSA ULTRA CLX
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provide secure anchorage for a sling or
bipod. From an aesthetic perspective,
having them fitted by the factory team
saves you from having to attempt

the job yourself. Yes, it's an easy job,
but it's also easy to get wrong.

Precision huild and bhalanced
handling

Scope-mounting is via a split dovetail
rail, which provides plenty of clamping
space for most scopes, and with a
3-9x40 scope fitted, the point of
balance falls around 35mm in front of
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The -sicrle-lever action is silky smooth ‘

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

the metal trigger guard, which is just
right for me, not that it makes too much
difference in the case of the Ultra CLX.
It's tiny and weighs just 5.7lbs unscoped.
The entire rifle is built around the
new “Mono Block” platform, which
Is super-strong and machined to
ridiculously high tolerances. One
feature that does remain the same
as the original bolt-action Ultra is
BSA's famous cold hammer-forged
barrel, which is 317mm long (12.5").
It comes supplied with a fitted
muzzle brake, but | would suggest
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BSA ULTRA CLX

Note the manual safety switch and the ‘thumb rest’

Made in Birmingham,
Ene'

BSA

al

Detail of the fill probe ‘
The magazine is inserted from the left-hand side

. 2 o

that if you are a hunter then you ;*‘MH : | rotate the inner drum anticlockwise
should add a silencer to the 15" " to drop another pellet in, which in
UNF thread underneath. It's got 7 turn increases the spring tension
an impressive “crack” when inside. It is very pellet-friendly
you pull the trigger, which and features a countdown display
| really like, but for serious so you can keep an eye on how
hunting situations, a silencer many pellets you have left.
will make all the difference. This CLX model also

Behind the barrel sits the S | accepts the new high-capacity
new 12-shot magazine, which magazines, too, which hold 20
pulls out from the left when The magdzine fortites g strong shots in both .177 and .22 — they're
the side-lever is pulled all the magnet to hold it in place a godsend for rat shooting!
way back, and it is held securely in The side-lever itself is a short-stroke
place by magnets. It's very easy to load, biathlon-type. It is spring-loaded, so
and you simply drop a pellet in, then when you make the initial pull, it springs

40 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 2025 SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER



BSA ULTRA CLX

As you would expect, there is a 22” UNF thread for a silencer

The fill port is protected by d rotating shroud at the end of the cylinder

The supplied brake looks pretty good

The manometer is colour-codecd to make things ecsy

back, and you just have to pull the
final inch or so to cock it. The entire
action is silky smooth, aided by the
short-drop handle, which has loads
of vertical stippling for added grip,
and it actually rotates as you pull it.

Trigger perfection

One of my favourite features on this
Ultra CLX is its excellent two-stage
trigger. Apart from being able to
adjust the length and weight of the
second stage, you can also tweak
the length of pull and the height
and angle of the match-type blade.

Straight from the box, the trigger

on the review gun had a long first
stage, which came to a clear stop
before a short, crisp and relatively
light second stage. It didn't need any
adjustment, as it was exactly how |
like it to be. The break is extremely
crisp, with absolutely zero creep

— it’s an absolute joy to shoot.

Regulated poweyr

and shot count

The Ultra CLX features a new
regulator, which has improved
efficiency compared to the Ultra

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

SE. Using 8.64gr BSA Gold Star
pellets, the .177 calibre test gun
was running at 11.5ft/lbs with a
variation of just 7fps over a string
of 10 shots. From a full 232bar fill,
you can expect 60 shots in .177
and 72 in .22, which again is a vast
iImprovement and perfect for hunting.
Filling is achieved using a probe
that inserts into an inlet concealed
behind a rotating shroud at the end
of the cylinder, and a colour-coded fill
cauge is also located at the very tip.
You can actually pull the shroud
straight off the end of the cylinder
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BSA ULTRA CLX

Detail of the chequering on the rifle’s pistol grip

" There’s no mistaking the shape of an Ultra stock.
Note the rubber butt pacd

very easily, if you so choose,

when it comes to filling up.
Apart from being great fun to

shoot, the new Ultra CLX is also

iInsanely accurate. Its excellent barrel,

consistent power output, and very
predictable trigger make for really
precise shooting. From a bench at
my local club range, | was regularly
landing pellet on pellet at 30m, and
still cutting tiny sroups that could

Is great, though, and it will certainly
turn a few heads down at the range.

Field performance and
practicality

| did manage to take it out twice

to one of my rat permissions, too,
where it excelled. The fact that

It's so light, so short and easily
manoeuvrable makes it the perfect
hunting rifle, in my opinion. It’s ideal

such as heavy brush, woodland, or

even out of the car window. am

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: BSA Ultra CLX

Type: PCP

Calibre: 177 on test, .22 available

Barrel Length: 12.5"

Overall Length: 32"

Weight: 5.7|bs (without scope)
Energy: 11.5ft/lbs

Price: £729

Contact: BSA Guns -
www.bsaguns.co.uk

for carrying on long walks, when
you're stalking, and being so short, it's
a dream to shoot in confined spaces,

be covered by a 5p piece at 40m.
Again, it's well worth adding a silencer.
That “crack” as you pull the trigger

BSA’s excellent two-stage
trigger macde the rifle |
a joy to shoot

bW

3 'lrﬁl f:i-' ff ﬂ? i “L

!
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IT'S IDEAL FOR CARRYING ON LONG WALKS, WHEN
YOU'RE STALKING, AND BEING SO SHORT, IT'SA
DREAM TO SHOOT IN CONFINED SPACES™
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GREAT

DEALS!

VICTORY
GIRL 6MM

S5 P226
6MM

BERETTA 6MM l

DESERT
EAGLE

MILBRO KNOCK
DOWN DUCK
TARGET

~ A5 | |

LEE ENFIELD SMLE

SPRINGFIELD
XDM

BERETTA
MO2FS
WALNUT GRIP

WALTHER
CP88

WALTHER
PPK

COLT 191
CLASSIC

CYMA SPECIAL
SHOTGUN COMBAT

BROWNING BUCK
MARK MAGNUM

(@) pavidEontoz  Tel: 01753 800009

103 HIGH ST, ETON, SL4 6AF

JSB EXACT
4.52MM

GLOCK :
GEN 5 PELLET

GM10.25/30

City Airtweapons
Lt [Lincoln]

154A NEWARK ROAD LINCOLN LN5 8QJ
Tel: 01522 576233
www.cityairweaponslincoln.co.uk

® Large stock of New & Used Airweapons
® Part exchange welcome
® Weapons bought for cash
® Credit cards welcome

USED AIR RIFLES & PISTOLS
(INCLUDING CLASSIC AIR RIFLES)
WEIHRAUCH HW100 .22 with silencer 4-16x40 scope, VGC...
AIR ARMS PRO SPORT .177 As new..
BSA MERCURY .22 good CDI‘IdItIDI‘I

FALCON FN19.22 with Silencer and 3 9}(40 scope Gund condltmn

WEHRAUCH HWAGTYT Good conditlan. ccassmmmimimnmimdbaiaiamsssmb i ieaibabambiind
BSA METEOR 177 With 0PN SIGNTS ..ottt sttt s st b st s b b s bt
BSA METEOR .22 4 X 32 SCOPE .cutiiiuetisssieissset st sss st s st st s s s 5 8856044 R 8RS bbb

BSA AIRSPORTER MK1 22 ..
BSA AIRSPORTER MK6 22

BSA METEOR MKV .22 with t:-c:-x and c:-nglnal re-:mpt vgc

WEIHRAUCH HW57 .22 ...

WEIHRAUCH HW?75 177 air plStDl as new...

e £699
e £699
... £149

... £249

£69
£100
£100

... £150
...£100

....E119

....£200

£269

BSA ULTRA TS .177 .22..
BSA LIGHTNING CLX 1?? 22

BSA ULTRA CLX MULTI /SHOT Beech, in .177 and .22 ..

BSA LIGHTNING SE....

BSA LIGHTNING SE GRT {Gas Ram}

BSA LIGHTNING XLSE 177 .22 ..

BSA LIGHTNING SE GRT (Gas Ram)....
BSA LIGHTNING XLSE Tactical....

BSA LIGHTNING XLSE GRT Tactical {Gas Ram]

GAMO GX250..
GAMO PHOX...

DAISY POWERLINE 717, .177 air pistol..... TR - - - S| (o [ Ly U EI-ITE WSHDT BREAK BARHEI- Beech 1?? 22 wrth Sllen-:er & 3 9140 scope... e E272
WEBLEY & SCOTT HURRICANE .177, w1th bag '-.rgu: v e 5199 GAMO MAXIM ELITE M/SHOT BREAK BARREL Tactical .177 .22 with silencer & 3.9x40 scope.... e £272
WEBLEY & SCOTT LONG-BOW .177 (Birmingham) ch et 298 GAMO COYOTE M/SHOT with silencer & 3.9x40 scope 177 22 €499
WEBLEY & SCOTT STINGRAY .177 (Birmingham) VBC cooecomsresmssssssimsmsomsnssssosensonner £298 WEIHRBUCH HWABOITT 2% v i i it i e e ot s see st it n R 10G3
DIANA MODEL .48, .177 with box, vgc ... i e £309  WEIHRAUCH HWHO 177 .22 .. T - - -
THEOBEN RAPID 12 MKIl .22, L/H Stock with 3-0x 40's SCOPE wovvmrmsnmnmmmsessessnnensoe £199 . WEHRAUCH HWBO with sllencer 177 .22... RN =7
ATFRARBOURNE 22 willi 3-2 A0 scupe, Siencer, v s WEIHRAKICH HWOOE - TT7:. 00 v i vaursiisiins ivvisiassiismens s esansls s ibeassaiirismonisansiidsisviisniensan s B2 S
WEBLEY AXSOR .22 with silencer & 3-9 X 40 SCOPE, C.u.vwvrsvrmsmssssisimssssimsssssnssssnesens €299 ye n a3 H HWOB 177 22... R SRR B

ORIGINAL MOD a5, .23 with gpen SIgIE g v ci i ianisi s i io B 100 WEIHRAUCH HW97 K Wood... Y

CLASSIC FAC RIFLES WEIHRAUCH HW97 KT EIackatalnIess 177;" 22 i e R SR SR S s S

DAYSTATE AIR RANGER 25 Wlth S.llence-r 60 FT LE s “"“-“"“""""""“"“""""“"“"-"“"“"Esgg WEIHRAUCH I-IWBT K-"'T wDDd-.-..-.-........-.-.-....-.-.-.-........-...-.-.-..........-.-.-....-.-.-.-........-.-.-.-.-........-.-.-.-......-.-.-........-.-.-...-...... 5623
WEBLEY & SCOTT PATRIOT .22 with silencer 5195 WEIHRAUCH HWOF WIT SyntnetietIdE 22 o smsnssnnsn s ssmsen s suassspn s s s SARD

WERLEY TEOMBHAWK 32 oo s Do s PR
WERLEY & SCOTT PATHIOT 78 ot e e i o et s oo R Y COMBO AVAILABLE ON NEW AIR RIFLES £59.99 EXTRA
COMBO CONSIST OF 3-9 X 40 SCOPE, MOUNTS GUNBAG &
SPECIAL OFFER - NEW AIR RIFLES PELLET UPGRADE SPECIAL OFFER NIKKO STERLING

GUN ONLY PRICES (A MASSIVE SAWNG) 3.9 X 50 MIL DOT P/A SCOPE COMBO PRICE £69.99
AIR ARMS S500 BEECH .177....covcrsrssmrsmssssssmnssmsssmssssmssssmsssasssassssssssnsmsssssssnsssnrs £108

AIR ARMS 5510 Beech .177 .22 £365
AR ARMS SSIOWAINIE 177 220 oo o s mass s s st st s s s s oo A
AR ARME S0 BEBIEN. TTT 22 1viuruuonsssssmsonssoyiosvess o o s sierisn s o oo o 10080 S5 000 S S R T ,
AR ARMS S WRINGE YT 22 visonmnruss oo nmsvses piro s nsves o o viss oo s 1 58 0 s s s e st s i iR R e S e 1051 bGP R S e e TS SR S sl S e

AIR ARMS S400 Walnut 177 .22 EE?B NEW CROSMAN ﬁMERICﬁN CLASSIC 1?? pump up... A AN AT S A S T T

AR ARMS 5200 Beaeh . 1FE 2F cammuunmmmimesmmmkem s insesnms SR NEW WEIHRAUCH HWA45 177 .22.... 5369

WE SPECIALISE IN FAST
AIR WEAPON REPAIRS

NEW PISTOLS
NEW BERETTIS2FS BBER T7T: s svarnasocossiosstsssivssisss s op s s sesgosismss st S

Quickfills fitted to Rapids in
block or buddy bottle

RING FOR PRICES

GOOD PRICES PAID FOR FEINWERKBAU
AND ANSCHUTZ SPRING TARGET RIFLES,
AIRSPORTERS, THEOBEN RAPID 7 Mkls,
SHARP ACE and INNOVAS and
FEINWERK-BAU 127 & 124s

LARGE SELECTION OF PELLETS
THEOBEN SPECIALISTS

DELIVERY FROM £25.00
PRICES CORRECT AT 1/08/25

While advertised stocks last

AR ARWE T IO WRINOENED 2R s viiouiimarsiimiingsssiassoises s anviss sSsuviy v s i i D o s v
AR ARME PRCSEQRET WRITHL VTR 20w s s e s i el s s

5739
.£780
.£847
.£905
£812
.£625

.£1080
.£849
.£1355

SPECIAL OFFER

Walther Rotex 8 .77 with silencer, 3-9x40 scope and Bipod, tactical, as NeW.......... e

£489

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

NEW WALTHER CPB8 NICKIE 77 ...ttt st s sn s s s b s b st et st s s
NEVE WRALTHER GRS BISCIE . T s isasioisionviieiirisauseesian ivanininiovis s ibsnibvaii i swass R s w0k i mes i
NEW WALTHER CP99 COMPACE BB ...t ieesirssesss e sinsssss s ss s sm s s s s s s sn s s s s st s s s
NEW GLOCK 17 DU AIMINO ....ccc ittt reaneese st sansms s sams s ensss s s sms s s s e 8058 06 0 0 880 b0 e e bn 00

SPECIAL OFFER NEW 300 BAR BOTTLES

WITH HOSE & GAUGE
38 0 3 1 o 1
L B 1 c 1 T T R Rty
F LTR =T8I i avie st bl ss o i e s id s st b o Sy e s s R i A S s e
0738 8 1 {1

£259
£169

£129
£149
£199
£159

£159 ©

£169 D
£189 ©

=
£249 2
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* OPTICS EXPLAINED *

HIKMICRO
AP SN TS O acoPE TWCHAMBERS.CO.UK

Resolution ‘ Focal Length ‘ HD Display ‘ Dual Frequency

HUGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS.
From £499.99 TUNING KITS. SERVICE KITS AND
( ULTRA-COMPACT DESIGN: 60% LIGHTER, 100% READY } '
SHOOTING CONSUMBLES.

GM10.25/13

" A0 SN VSt
"sales@drewslab.co.uk www.drewslab:co.uk

D'ANAE' B[SLEY

ru n bu Siness AIR AR'\_JIH Performance AIRGUNS

Fishing & Outdoors since 1949 UME=RE X

* Air Rifles * Airsoft * Footwear =Xsirguns
* Pistols » Accessories . and much,

* Scopes * Clothing much more... fm @SMK" R
www.jakemansports.co.uk WALTHER ARMS. INC. SO

Unit 92 Duck Farm Court, Station Way,
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 25Q GET IN CONTACT

jakemansports@btconnect.com | ( 01349 832974
01296 486613 ! SALES@TWCHAMBERS.CO.UK

@ osman’ LOGUN gn

akeman g | O”S Dedicated Family

GM10.25/26

www.amcustomgunsmiths.com
amcustomgunsmiths@hotmail.co.u!

CUSTOM GUNSMITHS,
01025 861508 £
07749993196 4/
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} THE SALE OF
F SENTRYY 7?7

U

ENTRY is a radical new design of a regulated PCP with a striking

iearance, combining a Forestock constructed from well-moulded Ballistic
imb-Hole Buttstock, with adjustable cheek piece, made from European
ombines light-weight with great grip and control.

T

b Y -ully regulated action 125+ highly consistan ,
[ shotsin.22-100 + in .177 at 12 FPE of energys

* Includes 2 magazines (9 Shot in .177/8 in .22)
e Single shot tray & filler probe.

 11mm scope dovetail.

* A set of ‘in-life’ spare seals and ‘O’ rings.

* Six 22mm Weaver/Picatinny mounting points for
lamps, lasers & bipods.

* Precision rifled barrel with 1/2” UNF threaded silencer.

e

| Y
A complete F
< ADRAE _prﬂ& p ° | 4--5!:;99 Pump  Accessories i Baar 4

Hunter Slip

TheShootingParty

Unit 4C Birchbrook Industrial Park,
Birchbrook Lane, Shenstone, Staffordshire WS14 0D J
Tel: 01543 480 361 Emaill: sales@shootingparty.uk

www.shootingparty.uk

Professional Airgun Optics

GM10.25/17

*Collection in person from our shop or Nationwide delivery to an RFD, delivery is at an additional cost of £15.
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CROSMAN VANTAGE

AIRGUNS

Spring-piston simplicity meets
starter-level pricing in this Crosman
Vantage test by Mark Camoccio

> Most shooters hegin their involvement
in the sport with basic equipment, which

is entirely logical. Over-investing at the
outset can backfire, as newcomers,
especially younger participants, may
lose interest when they realise the
sport isn't for them. That's why it's
essential to offer products aimed

at entry-level or novice shooters, to
cater for this segment of the market.

Enter Crosman

Crosman is a big concern, based in
the USA, and now operates as part
of Velocity Outdoor. Traditionally,
Crosman has catered for the budget/
fun end of the market, and thinking
about it, they must be responsible for
having introduced thousands, if not
millions, of youngsters to our game
over the years. Crosman makes no
secret of the fact that many of its
procucts are manufactured in China,
and that includes the budget rifle on
test here - the Crosman Vantage.

Traditional configuration
With an RRP a whisker under £100, this

moclel has to be worth a look for anyone

in the market for a beginner’s gun.
Admittedly, it's rather conservatively

styled and best described as a
traditional configuration. What we have
here is a break-barrel, spring-piston-
powered rifle that sits firmly and
unashamedly in the no-frills bracket.
The ambidextrous sporter stock
ocets a lacquered finish, and this is
lisht enough to allow plenty of grain
pattern to show through on the test
model. | reckon the wood is beech,
as it has the characteristic flecks in
places, and overall, it's well finished,
smart, and functional. That doesn't
include the rock-hard rubber butt pad,
which is actually so hard, it surely
defeats the object of having a pad in
the first place! OK, I've calmed down.
The finish on all the metalwork
Is of a good standard, with chemical
bluing applied to the rifled barrel
and the cylinder. A few plastic
components can be found, including
the foresight, rear sight, cylinder end
cap, and trigger guard, yet despite that,
nothing looks or feels overly cheap.

Sighting up

A scope can be fitted to the Vantage,
which comes with a generous run

of dovetail rails and an arrestor stud
hole drilled into the receiver, making

An attractive lacquered
beech stock with plenty of
greain on show

ART.NET/NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2025 / GUNMART.NET &7



AIRGUNS

it ready for use straight out of the box.
That said, fibre-optic open sights also

come fitted as standard, and these

work a treat. The foresight gets a bright
oreen element up front, while the rear

sight has a notch formed with two

red elements. Finger-wheel adjusters
are fitted to the rear sight, and while

these don't have number values

marked, there are directional arrows.

Once | had experienced the
fibre-optic sights, | did eventually
fit a scope, just to see what sort
of accuracy was possible. As with
all spring-powered rifles, recoil is
an issue, and it either pays to use
a one-piece mount to prevent the
mount from moving or two-piece
ring mounts with an arrestor block.

Handling and feedback

In use, the Vantage revealed an
irritatingly tisht breech that needed
a firm jolt to release the barrel from
the jaws. This is a niggle that will
vary with different examples of

 Fibre-optic open sights with |

full finger-wheel adjustment
| o

® grip helps handling

CROSMAN VANTAGE

the Vantage, I'm sure, and with a
small amount of wear over time, it's
something that should improve. Once
the breech is open, the actual cocking
stroke is fairly reasonable. Just be
mindful to grab hold of the barrel
slightly further back, as the green
fibre-optic foresight element looks
vulnerable with no protective hood.

With the Vantage cocked, it's worth
noting that the action cannot be de-
cocked due to the internal anti-beartrap
system. This is something that is very
common on this type of airgun, and
| suppose it should be welcomed,
civen the inherent safety afforded.

If you choose to use the manual
safety catch, located in the trigger gsuard
just in front of the trigger, it can be a
minor source of irritation, as the tab
sits very close to the trigger blade once
engaged. But hey, the clue is in the name

- it's manual, so just ignore it if it offends.

The trigger itself is unsurprisingly basic,

yet pulls slowly through the creepy stage,

and the final release is acceptable.

-

' The pleasant, thinned-down

vulnerable, but it
works a trecat

A"

Figures

On the range, my test rifle was prone

to ‘dieseling’, where excess lubricant/

oil inside actually ignites as the shot
csoes off, and the accompanying

spring resonance was also significant.
This, however, is quite common

for spring-powered rifles, as the
mechanism burns off excess lubrication
applied at the production stage.

Accuracy with the scope in place
proved a little disappointing, with
sroups around the 2" mark over 30
yards. Imagine tin cans set up end-on,
something | used to revel in during
my early days with airguns, and the
Vantage is suddenly in its element.
Here, to be honest, | would stick with
the open sights, as up to 30 yards,
the sight picture was spot on.

Moving to the chronograph, and
using Crosman Ultra Magnum pellets,
the Vantage produced a total velocity
spread of 22fps, which is highly
respectable, and an average of 10.9ft/
Ibs. These are healthy figures for sure.

The foresight element is

The two-stage trigger with

manucal safety catch is

basic but functional




CROSMAN VANTAGE AIRGUNS

e k&

Verdict | AR S Y . |

A mixed bag, then, but let's remind | R 3 ' Despite o stuhoomn breec’.”
and once the barrel is

ourselves that the Vantage is a budget broken, the cocking stroke

cun, built down to a very affordable :

price, and as such, is a solid piece of

machinery for the money. It should give

many years of enjoyment, and with

prices spiralling ever skywards at the

top end of the market, it's reassuring to

see that cheap and cheerful guns are

still available, as they so often provide

the first step into our great sport. am

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Crosman Vantage
Type: Springer - o § B N Sogid _
Calibre: .22 on test, .177 available /; T TR 43 U~ LI & ks
Barrel Length: 13.5" 1" AU, R N ' AT® G
Overall Length: 44.6”
Weight: 6.7|bs

Energy: 10.9ft/lbs
Price: £99

Contact: Range Right -
www.range-right.co.uk

‘ A, Classic break-bcarrel Opt to fit a scope, and

onfiguration, but the breech there's a dovetail rail and an
‘ arrestor hole for the job

The fore-end tip is
perfectly shaped for a
comfortable grip

Note the articulated
T— cocking linkage

i
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e.’ﬂ??? heldsSr216 pellets)
(WIS 176 pellets)

ol(lpelds 154 pellets) 4 pack

£50

Can be mixed

Tel
07547 662393,

— £14.99

CUSTM
TARGETS

FUN TARGETS WITH ACCURACY IN MINDR!?

fosbuy enfline Www. customtarg@cﬁk
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KECK OPTICS - QUALITY AND VALUE COMBINED

Contact info@keckop'tics'.co.-uk for more details.
"BREEZE Series - Compact and light weight rifle scopes
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HOOTING SPORT

THE SHOOTERS’
RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

enquiries@shootersrightsassociation.co.uk

Available now from www.sureshot-airguns.co.uk
Model Shown BREEZE 3-12x44 FFP

Membership is £39.50 on joining and

£18 per person for each additional
members of your household. %,”ﬂ at%{_)f.!fif:;{?}f ﬂ;{““‘ﬁﬁﬁ ] 3
Everyone gets a membership card, W s ulf"“ y fh ﬂﬂ‘h, haﬁ ¢
membership cerfificate and the % J s ""1 My 42, \;}',,
periodic journal when published. / = Iy

Air Gun Vermin
Control Course

Now Availables=

An FAC Airgun
programme

JIW ‘%‘i R .
g? %:E:%H

Clubs/Groups/Syndicates £25 a
head, minimum of three people with
discounts fo 40+ groups

All members benefit from £10 million

VCR Act compliant Public Liability

Insurance for whatever you do from

game shooting and deer stalking through pest control and target
shooting to clay pigeons and practical shotgun and on info battle
re-enactment, living history, air soft skirmish to collecting.

» Courses being set up close to
where you live, across all parts of

the UK. Contact us for details.

- For professional or amateur

Whatever you do, as long as it’s legal, and whatever you do it with, wanting professional standard.

as long as that’s legal, we’re here for you. - Discounted Insurance for

And if you trip over something firearms or living history related, Professionals now available.

our helpline can help you sort it out. _
« One day course covering all

aspects required for best practice.

PO. BOX 3 CARDIGAN SA43 1BN
01239 698607
enquiries@shootersrightsassociation.co.uk

@ P rorea|VISA

GM10.25/16
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NOCKOVER TARG ETS
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26 McCartney Walk, Basmgstoke Hampshlre RGZZ 4NZ
Order online at: www.nockover-targets.co.uk
or contact us at sales@nockover-targets.co.uk

« COMPACT design
— from 245 mm long.

* Matte Black 30 mm Tube

» Choice of 3-12 / 4-16 /
6-24x44 models — First or
Second Focal plane and
lllumination options.

e Fully multi-coated and
anti-reflective coatings.

 Parallax adjustment from
10 yards to infinity

 Nitrogen gas purging with
O-ring seals - fog proof,
waterproof

» Shock proof construction

withstands recoil and impact.

* Push to lock 0.1 MRAD turrets

* Honeycomb Sunshade / Lens
covers / Scope Mounts incl.

ACBO

AIRGUN TRAINING AND EDUCATION ORGANISATION

BOOKINGS BEING TAKEN NOW

ESSENTIAL PEST CONTROL COURSES

* An-intensive, yet informal
classroom type session covering
all paperwork and methodology
is followed by an in depth air gun
interactive session.

« We end the day with a practical
session including chronography,

— where you are able to enhance
your skills under the watchful
eyes of an expert.

All enquiries please contact Dave Mills founder of the ATEO
Email: x_calibreuk@tiscali.co.uk | Tel: 01543 450173 | Mobile: 07761 237633

Check our website: WWW.ATEO.ORG.UK

T
n-;...'"'_

PayPal

GM10.25/40
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BSA's new 12 shot Shot
mono-block N g 22 countdown
platform magazines window

DESIGNED TO PERFORM TOGETHER
RWIVARIS GREENSTHRRY

Increased air capacity,
efficiency and shot count
compared with Ultra SE

Smoother Easy grip
indexing magazine rotor

LONG RANGE HUNTER

@ WWW.BSAGUNS.CO.UK £l (3 ) k= @ BSA 1861




AIRGUNS REMINGTON VOUGHT

The Remington VVought delivers striking looks
and capable performance. Mark Camoccio finds
out whether style meets substance
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> Ever since spotting this rifle in the
Sportsmarketing catalogue, probably around

a year ago, I've been wanting to get my hands
on one. Still, with one thing and another, and
alternative projects being thrust my way, it
never quite happened. Naturally, | was genuinely
quite excited when | finally had a box in front

of me bearing the name Remington Vought.

Big and hold

If bold styling is your thing, then the Remington
VVought just demands a closer look. The beefy
profile really does set it apart from the crowd.
No standard barrel clamped over a cylinder here,
as the Vought is more akin to a centrefire rifle.
Several factors come together to create the visuals,
and whilst the end result may not have universal
appeal, | have to say | absolutely love it. At a time
when many manufacturers are switching to subtle
side-lever operation, the Remington Vought well
and truly bucks the trend with a stonkingly good-
looking, chunky bolt handle and slide mechanism.
The stock shows a straight-line butt, whilst
the beefy fore-end smacks of a heavyweight
target gun. Cutting-edge configuration comes
with the lack of an obvious cylinder, since the
compressed air is actually wrapped around
the barrel within the chunky main tube. FX has

REMINGTON VOUGHT

cone down this route with their DRS models,
and it's a wholly radical setup for sure.

More goodlies

Alongside the stunning Vought, there's a
host of goodies that make this model, on the
face of it, great value for the current asking
price of around £600. Three magazines are
supplied, along with spare seals, a filling
adaptor, and a 3-9x40 scope with mounts.

The Vought's action is technically regulated,
which explains the presence of two manometers.
One, located just in front of the trigger, shows the
regulator pressure, while the other, positioned on the
underside of the fore-end tip between twin Picatinny
rails, displays the residual pressure in the main tank.

All the metalwork is finished in matte black,
which is highly practical in any hunting scenario,

It must be said. As for the laser-chequered sporter
stock, the attractive medium brown hue doesn't
mask any of the grain pattern of the hardwood,
and overall, | reckon this is one good-looking rifle.

Preparation time

OK, time to get everything ready for the range, and
that means we have to check over the magazines,
charge up the Vought, and also get a scope bolted
iInto position. Now, on the subject of glassware,

Shooting the Vought proved a satisfying experience

. Remington. VOUGHT
_—__:__._.....—- = gy
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REMINGTON VOUGHT

as mentioned, a 3-9x40 scope and mounts are
included. While this is a great addition for a starter
pack, the quality and sharpness are nothing
amazing, so for my test, and to give the Vought a
fair chance in any performance assessment, | fitted
my own optic. The dovetail rails are comparatively
short on this model, but | soon had an MTC Genesis
3-9x40 all ready to go. Just bear in mind the

height of the magazine when fitted, especially

in relation to any planned scope mounting.

OK, let's talk about magazines. With many
manufacturers vying for business, it's definitely
getting more competitive out there, and the recent
trend for guns to be supplied complete with three
mags is surely evidence of this. Set them all up in
advance, and that's a lot of firepower at the ready.
In the case of this Remington, each magazine has
a ten-shot capacity, and while they are an all-
plastic design, they feel fairly well made. As for
the filling procedure, it couldn't be easier, as no
pre-winding is necessary. Just drop a pellet head-
first into the one open chamber, keeping a finger
over the back of the hole to prevent the pellet from
falling through. The first pellet should then hold
the spring-loaded mechanism, and the drum can
be rotated to reveal the next hole. Drop a pellet in
here, and repeat the process until the mag is full.

This manometer shows the regulator pressure

Charging

Now to charge up the Vought's air supply. First, the
dust cover must be unscrewed from the muzzle
end to reveal a 75" thread for a silencer, as well

as the inlet valve. The filling adaptor is the stick
type, which has to be the easiest to use, since
one end snaps straight into the Foster link from
the air supply, and the other end pushes into the
valve inlet hole. The instructions state that the
recommended fill pressure is 190bar, and the
maximum fill pressure is 200bar. So | did as | was
told and stuck to the former. Check the probe is
fully inserted, then slowly charge, bleed the line,
remove the probe, and screw back the cover.

Hands on

An honest assessment of this Remington on test
here has to conclude that, while the chunky silver
bolt handle looks superhb, the cocking operation
wasn't exactly the smoothest I've encountered.
All I would say is that adopting a precise, super-
positive approach is the way forward. Lift the bolt
handle to clear its notch, then pull it fully to the
rear to cock the action. Next, snap the loaded
magazine into position from the left side using
its guide groove, then return the bolt and lock it
down. Ten shots are now ready and waiting.

The attractive timber cancl
grip configureation

This shows the laser-cut
chequering and practical
mcitte black metal finish
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REMINGTON VOUGHT

IT'S HARD NOT TO WARM TO THIS HEAD-TURNING AIRGUN.
IN SHORT, IT'S NOT WITHOUT FAULT, BUT NOTHING ELSE
QUITE LOOKS LIKE THE VOUGHT"

MARK CAMOCCIO

The in-guard safety catch is manual, though it
has proved unreliable in my tests, as occasionally
the gun could still fire! Not ideal, but | would
ignore it anyway. While on negatives, the straight-
iIne stock means cheek height is maybe a tad
ow for comfort, but a small piece of padding
nere would be mooted if this were my gun.

The trigger on the Vought is nicely set
back, and | love the shape of the broad blade. |
couldn't find any reference to adjustment in the
instructions, and I'm not quite sure whether it
counts as a two-stage or single-stage unit. In use,
while it was a little vague with a small amount
of creep over a short movement, the release was
extremely light, which suited me just fine. The
usual safety regime applies: just keep off the
trisgcer completely until ready to take the shot.

The firing cycle was fairly loud, so if hunting
duties are on the cards, | would strongly advise
making use of the threaded muzzle. On test, with
a silencer spun into position, the muzzle report
really was tamed to a whisper. OK, the additional
length takes away from the manoeuvrability of the
Vought, and slightly detracts from the sleek visuals,
but the resultant stealth mode will pay dividends,
believe me. And on that note, don't forget the twin
Picatinny rails up front, allowing for any additional
accessories to be bolted in place. There's also a
mini run of dovetail rail to play with on top of the
action tube, so all bases are well and truly covered.

Facts and figures
This Remington is regulated as specified,
and the regulator pressure was set to 900psi

™ —

This stick-style fi"ing acdapter is the
-~ way forward for sure

— il

| ; &N v
| . Three cassette-style magazines
~ avre dll part of the deal
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Under the muzzle cap, there's a
- 22" UNF thread and the inlet valve

Charging the system via the inlet valve
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on My gun, which equates to around 60bar.
Shooting some initial test cards, just to set
up zero and get an overall feel for the action,
| soon concluded that shorter pellet designs
would cycle a bit better in the magazine.
QVS pellets (8.44gr) were initially used, but
the shorter-bodied Air Arms Diabolo Express
(7.87gr) seemed just that little bit smoother.

Over the chronograph, using QVYS, | clocked
55 shots with a total spread of 33fps. Nothing
incredible in terms of shot count or consistency,
yet plenty of usable performance for a hunting
rifle, which is, incidentally, punching out a healthy
average of 11.3ft/lbs. | stopped at 55 shots as the
residual main cylinder pressure had dropped to
only a fraction over the regulator pressure. So for
those obsessed with a huge shot count, OK, you'll
have to look elsewhere. Otherwise, the quirkiness
and all-round appeal of the Vought will see many
shooters acknowledge that this model has plenty
enough in the tank to do the job asked of it.

In terms of accuracy, | started at 30 yards.
Both QYS and Air Arms Diabolo Field pellets
produced groups measuring around %3". Very
respectable. Still, as mentioned, | just had a
feeling the shorter-bodied designs may improve
things. Switching to Diabolo Express, this closed
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the groups to 14", and moving back to 40 yards,
these hardly increased in size. Excellent.

Verdict

Clearly, with the right ammo, the Remington
Vought can perform, and while there are better
multi-shot systems on the market, with this one
having proved a little sticky on test, it's hard not
to warm to this head-turning airgun. In short, it's
not without fault, but nothing else quite looks
like the Vought, and add in the fast-handling,
unique feel, and genuine performance potential,
and it looks like a steal at the current RRP. am
Thanks to Range & Country Shooting Supplies in
Sledford, Lincs, for the kind loan of this airgun.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Remington Vought

Type: PCP

Calibre: 177 on test, .22 available

Barrel Length: 23.75"

Overall Length: 43.75"

Weight: 6.8|bs

Energy: 11.3ft/Ibs

Price: £599.95

Contact: Sportsmarketing — www.sportsmk.co.uk

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER




AN
emingion

AIRGUNS

i

L e e e e

O REVIEWED THE REMINGTON MAMMOTH

| TUN S FULL RANGE OF MU\\Z JSHOT/PCP AIR RIFLES..

HIRALCCI=ERA
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HIKMICRO ALPEX 4K LITE

AIRGUNNER

}\REX L['
®

Dave Barham tests the new HikMicro Alpex 4K Lite and
discovers just how ftar digital optics have come

> One of the standout new products

for 2025 has to he the new Alpex 4K
Lite digital day/night-vision scope

from HikMicro. It has been designed
specifically for airgun use and provides
the same amount of tech as the original
Alpex 4K, but with around 50% less size
and weight. I've been lucky enough to
have one at my disposal for the past
two months, and | have to admit that
I'm totally and utterly in love with it.

It may look like a traditional 30mm
tubed scope, but this compact unit
measures just 283x30x65mm and
weighs around 468g. You'll notice that
there is a Class 1 laser on top, which
Is where this unit comes into its own,
as you can laser rangefind with it from
just 3m out to a 1,000m detection
range with the press of a button. It also
has a built-in ballistic calculator, which
Is very easy to set up and invaluable
out in the field. This scope makes pest
control a doddle. The ballistic calculator
Is pinpoint accurate, and with the
simple press of the laser rangefinder
button, the scope works its magic and
oives you a point of aim in milliseconds.
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I've been using it exclusively on rats
and rabbits recently, and I'm amazed at
how much it has changed my hunting.
| rarely took shots past my 30m zero
range in the past, but I've been taking
rabbits at 42m without even thinking
about it with the Alpex 4K Lite, such is
the precision of the calculator inside.

It is powered by an internal battery
but can also cleverly accept an
additional 18650 battery to provide
a total continuous runtime of around
eight hours, which is pretty impressive
given the amount of tech held within its
shell. You get one 18650 battery and a
smart charger supplied with the scope.

Advanced features and
cohnectivity

This unit features five different
viewing modes: Day, Night, Green,
Yellow and Auto. Anyone who's into
photography will tell you that an
f/2.0 aperture lens is the ultimate for
night-time and low-light photography,
and in photographic terms, a quality
fixed 50mm lens can cost well
over a thousand pounds. Here,

you get a 40mm /2.0 lens with a
digital 1-8x zoom included. You'll
need to buy an external IR torch in
order to use the Night mode, but
HikMicro makes a great IR torch and
quick-release mount specifically
for the Alpex range of scopes.
Another great feature is the ability
to record UHD video with sound, thanks
to the onboard microphone. There's
plenty of onboard storage capability,
and you can also connect the unit to
the HikMicro app on your smartphone
to browse and download your files,
and even view everything live. This
hotspot connectivity is also used to
install the regular firmware updates
that HikMicro releases to provide
continuous improvements, eliminating
the need to faff around with leads
and downloads from your computer.

Power on, pair up

One thing that strikes you when you
turn this unit on is its simplicity. Press
the on/off button, and the unit fires up
in less than a second. A short press of
this button once the unit is switched
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HIKMICRO ALPEX 4K LITE

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: HikMicro
Alpex 4K Lite

Laser Ranging: Yes
Ballistic Calculator: Yes
Sensor: 4K CMOS

Frame Rate: 50fps
and 100fps

Lens: 40mm
Aperture: F2.0
Ranging Distance:
oim=1,000m
Magnification: 3x
(3.5 - 20.5x)

Eve Relief: 55mm

Display Resolution:
1920x1080 HD

Reticle: Choice of 10
Reticle Colours: 3
Operating Temp:

-30°C to 55°C

Weight: 463¢

Battery: Internal, plus
external 18650 (supplied)
Battery Life: S

hours (approx)

Price: £649

Contact: Elite Optical -
www.eliteoptical.co.uk

The HikMicro
Alpex 4K Lite
is nice and
compact, and
weighs only
468g

You get a rubber
eyepiece with
the scope

ANOTHER GREAT FEATURE IS THE
ABILITY TO RECORD UHD VIDEO WITH
SOUND, THANKS TO THE ONBOARD
MICROPHONE."
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Featuring o
40mm front

lens and a laser
rangefindetr, it
offers an entirely
new experience

on will put it into standby, and again,
It’s an instant start-up from here, too,

with a short press of the same button.

Up top, there are three buttons
with a rotating collar underneath, and
It’s these you need to use to operate
the entire unit. The right-hand button
takes you into the menus, the left-
hand button is your video record or
photo capture, and the bottom button

operates the laser rangefinder. Simple.

All the menu options are accessed
by pressing the right-hand button
on the three-way pad up top. A long
press opens the first menu page, then
you use the rotating collar to scroll
up and down. A short press of the
menu button selects whatever you
have chosen, then a long press takes
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HIKMICRO ALPEX 4K LITE

you back to the main menu or saves
whatever data you have entered.

The first thing you have to
do is connect the scope to your
smartphone. To do this, simply scroll
down through the menu by twisting
the rotating collar until you get to the
“Network” setting, then use the push
button and rotating collar to toggle
between "Hotspot” and “Close” —
you want it to stay on the former.

Now open the app on your phone
and follow the instructions, which
are basically opening your internet
settings on your phone, selecting the
unit, and then entering the password,
which is displayed on the screen in
the scope. With your Alpex 4K Lite
paired to your phone, you can now

The Alpex 4K Lite can accept
an external battery for a
combined eight hours of use

Detail of the
control layout

take photos and record video directly
to your smartphone via the unit.

Profiles, reticles and colours
The first port of call is to get into
the main menu, then scroll down to
“Advanced Settings” and press the
Menu button to enter the submenu.
Scroll down to “Zeroing” and short-
press the Menu button again. This
takes you into the zeroing menu.
These are your five different saveable
profiles to choose from, which is
really handy to have because you
can set No.1 to, say, 30m (you can
choose either metres or yards in the
settings), with a lightweight pellet,
then maybe set No.2 to 15m for barn
ratting with a heavier pellet, and so on.
In this menu, you can also set
your reticle type, of which there are
10 choices, as well as a choice of
eight colours: blue, green, red, yellow,
orange, white, grey and black.

Zeroedl

| love how easy it is to get the Alpex 4K
Lite zeroed; it really is child’s play with
HikMicro's “One Shot Zero”. Simply
line up on your target and adjust the
focus ring found on the objective to
make sure everything is crisp, then
press the Menu button and scroll
down once more to “Correction”, and
this is where the magic happens.
Input your distance, scroll down and
increase the zoom range to whatever
you want for zeroing, and then take

a shot at your target. The choice
below the zoom in the menu looks
like a snowflake, and this is what

you use to freeze the frame. During
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HIKMICRO ALPEX 4K LITE

Here you can see the power
button, which can also be used to
put the unit into standby mode

THIS SCOPE MAKES PEST CONTROL A DODDLE. THE
BALLISTIC CALCULATOR IS PINPOINT ACCURATE, AND

| WITH THE SIMPLE PRESS OF THE LASER RANGEFINDER
A | EOFAR SRS S BUTTON, THE SCOPE WORKS ITS MAGIC AND GIVES YOU

have the rifle on a bench, either on
a beanbag or a bipod, but you must A POINT OF AIM IN MILLISECONDS.“
make sure it's a rock-solid position.
Once you have taken your first
shot, place the crosshair back onto
the bullseye of your target and
freeze the frame. You can then scroll
down one last time to the X and Y
adjustments screen and move the
additional crosshair to where your
pellet hit the target. Once you've
done this, simply long-press the
Menu button and then save the
parameters. Your next shot should
be bang on target. If it is slightly out,
that's because you didn't freeze the
screen in exactly the same place as
you took your initial shot. Just go
through the process again, and you'll
cet it, although it will be easier this
time because your point of impact will
be way closer to your point of aim.

Ballistic calculator
The next step is where a lot of
people tend to get a bit twitchy,
but | can assure you it's really very
easy to set up. You just require a
few very basic bits of information.
Below the “Correction” menu
option is the “Ballistic Calculator”
option. Scroll down to it and short-

press the “Menu” button. Once The box contains d user manuacl, lens cloth, a 18650 external battery, and a smart battery charger
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HIKMICRO ALPEX 4K LITE
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there, press the button again to turn
“Ballistic Calculation” on. This brings
up a screen to input all of your data.
With regards to the first “Drag Model”
setting, | just left that as it came.
Next, you have to input the speed at
the muzzle, which for my .177 R10

SE using QVYS Streamlined Heavy
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pellets is 227m/s (you can select
metric or imperial in the main menu
to have measurements in metres or
yards, and millimetres or inches).

Next is your altitude. How much
difference this makes for airguns,
I'm unsure about, but a quick ping
on Google Earth will tell you that.

| just left mine at 0. Next up is
temperature. For the sake of it, |
entered the correct temperature
at the time of zeroing.

Now comes the important
bit. You have to use Google and
find the ballistic coefficient of
the pellet you are using. It took
me all of three seconds to find it
for the QYS. Last but not least is
the height of the scope above the
bore. You can use aruler to get
a fairly accurate measurement
to the nearest millimetre.

Now save it all and you're good
to go. It really is that simple.

Advanced ranging and
seamless viewing
With the ballistic calculator set
up, you can now test it out at
your local range, or try setting out
targets at 5m, 30m and 45m. With
the scope at base magnification
(3.5x), you'll see a little white box
near your reticle. This is where
the onboard laser will ping, so it’s
iImportant to position that white
box on your target, not the centre
of the crosshair. Press the laser
ranging button once, and the scope
will ping your target and tell you
how far away it is in the right-hand
menu on screen. You'll also then
notice an additional crosshair
either above or below the centre
of the reticle, and that’s where you
need to aim. Yes, the clever little
Alpex 4K Lite has worked out your
holdover/under for you. Honestly,
this function really has changed
the way | hunt now; it’s brilliant.
Another key selling point of
the new Alpex 4K Lite is the ability
to switch between 50 and 100
frames per second. The 50fps
setting is superb, with absolutely
no lag when tracking your quarry,
but the 100fps is out of this world
when tracking a fast-moving target,
as there’s zero motion blur. The
electronics onboard give smoother
rendering and faster response,
and you won't even realise that
itis, in fact, a digital scope.
Pinpoint precision and crisp,
clear viewing in both daylight
and complete darkness, plus
extremely simple operation, make
the new Alpex 4K Lite absolutely
perfect for any airgunner. am
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> Many shooters love to tinker, and those
with the necessary level of proficiency
will even service their guns as and

when necessary. But for all of us,
whether skilled in that area or just

an enthusiastic novice, being able

to gently stand our treasured gun in

a rest can be invaluable, and there

are many instances when it makes
sense, keeping everything organised.

Basic adjustments
Mounting a scope is a case in point, and this task
deserves care and attention in order to get everything
set up true and correctly. Having the rifle sitting in

a gun rest to start with just makes the job so much
easier. It also makes it safer, with the gun firmly held
in the cradles and set at exactly the angle required for
the job. Making adjustments elsewhere, fitting add-
ons to the barrel, or adjusting a butt pad, for example,
are all tasks best tackled with the gun held securely.

Milhro's perfect design

A rest is therefore a prerequisite for any shooting
enthusiast, and on test here is the Milbro Gun Rest,
marketed by Sportsmarketing (SMK). The Gun Rest
comes supplied effectively flat-packed, with the kit
consisting of the two end assemblies, two metal rods
that form the base, a bag of rubber push-fit spacers/
washers, and two wall brackets and fixings.

Assembly is straightforward and proceeds as follows:
first, a rubber spacer is eased onto the thread at each end
of the rod, then the rods are inserted through the holes in
the end pieces. A further spacer is fitted to each corner,
followed by the rubber cap. All these fittings are extremely

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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MILBRO GUN REST

shug, giving the finished product a solid and
sturdy feel. Finally, the rubber feet must be
eased over the base strips. This proved
fiddly and awkward during testing,
but once in place, the job is done.

Adjustable

Once assembled, this is a super sturdy
design, but further versatility comes
with the adjustable cradles. Just gently

slacken the adjustment knob at one or
both ends, and the cradle moves up on a
ratchet, with up to 1.75"” of height adjustment
possible. Larger sun combinations can be accepted,
and just having that feature is brilliant. The cradles feel
rubberised to protect and grip any gun held, but further
padding can obviously be added. In short, this gun
rest does a great job while being light and portable.

Great value

The two moulded wall brackets allow the rack to be
mounted on a wall and used effectively as a gun display.
Otherwise, the unit is self-standing and very stable in use.
Indeed, given the design and robust construction, it's easy
to conclude that this Milbro Gun Rest is excellent value for
money, and a must-have accessory for any enthusiast. am

REVIEWER: MARK CAMOCCIO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Milbro Gun Rest
Price: £32.95
Contact: Sportsmarketing - www.sportsmk.co.uk
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More than 65 UK & International makers & traders
will be at the show, so it’s the perfect chance to
see & handle their knives before you buy.

Scan the QR code to
buy advance tickets.
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Follow us on Instagram for updates ahout the
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SHARPER, SMARTER, |-
BLADE-TECH W

larger skKins.
Including Supa -
Soft and Fleshing
Knife

H‘F&Lﬁrﬂ!

One K-Tan kit will tan two

Professional grade sharpening for every blade large sheep skins,one calf hide or
compact, durable, and easy to use several Roe hides. Full instructions

Trusted by outdoorsmen, chefs and collectors provided. 500ml of Supa-Soft will ol
worldwide the same area as the K-Tan Kit.

Includes one Fleshing Knife, capable
DISCOVER THE FULL RANGE AT of dealing with hundreds of skins.
www.bladetech.co.uk SPECIAL OFFER

INCLUDES 1X K-TAN KIT, 1 X 500 ML SUPA-SOFT OIL
1 X DOUBLE HANDED FLESHING KNIFE
CODE: CP117 £8995 RRP-£185:85

STS North Wales. Llanrwst, LL26 OHU
Tel. 01492 640 664
www.sportingcutlery.co.uk - sales@stsnorthwales.co.uk.

Vishormne SELL YOUR KNIVES THE EASY WAY

Over 30 years connecting
collectors worldwide.

Sell your collection with us
for the best global price.

WWW.SPORTINGTRADER.CO.UK - 01492 640664 -  SALES@STSNORTHWALES.CO.UK STS (NORTH WALES) LTD, LLANRWST, CONWY, LL26 OHU
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> To celebrate the 50th
birthday of one of their
most famous knives, the
Fjording, Helle has revisited
this classic and given it

a number of upgrades. It
still features the short,
stubby blade and a nicely
contoured handle, which
has quite an unusual shape,
although it has undergone
something of a makeover.

A tougher, sharper
blade
The original version of the
knife featured a thinner
carbon steel blade, but the
new model on test has
a thicker laminate H3LC
steel blade, representing a
considerable upgrade. This
triple-laminated carbon
steel is exceptionally
tough and offers excellent
edge retention. The blade
now measures 2.8mm
thick and 69mm long. It is
completely rigid, with no
flex whatsoever, and the
edge is remarkably sharp.
The stick-tang design is
not typically regarded as the
strongest option for larger,
heavy-duty knives, but in the
case of the Helle Fjording, it is
more than sufficient for the
intended uses of this small
knife. The end of the tang
protrudes from the back of
the knife, where it is secured
with a small brass stud.

Stylish handling and
comfort

The handle has also been
updated with additional
styling and modern materials.

The original one-piece birch
design has been replaced by
a composite handle made
from curly birch, stabilised
creen curly birch, and
leather. This combination
of materials and colours,
including the distinctive
‘Helle-coloured green’, has
become one of the brand'’s
signature features. The
materials are combined and
finished to give a flawless
feel and striking appearance.
The size and shape of
the handle, which measures
89mm in length, 39mm in
depth, and just 15mm wide in
the middle, are unusual and
look like they shouldn’t work.
Nevertheless, it sits perfectly
in the hand for intricate tasks
such as carving or preparing
meat. When held in the
fingers rather than the palm,
and supported by the thumb
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Fielcd cutler

Mark Underwood offers advice on all the latest knives and tools

Helle Fjording 50-Year Limited Edition Knife

against the front portion of
the handle, the knife feels
very comfortable to use.

The wrap-around sheath
has also been upgraded, with
high-grade tan leather, and it
features slots for attaching
It to your belt. It also has a
very clever additional feature
for securing the knife. The
small round pommel on
the butt of the knife, which
secures the blade to the
handle, fits into a hole in the
top of the fold-over flap on
the sheath to hold the knife
very securely. The flap also
tucks into a leather loop
on the top of the sheath
for even more security.

y

A compact classic
reimagined

Helle has very cleverly
honoured the Fjording legacy
while bringing the execution
Into the 21st century. The
result is a fantastic-looking
knife that is very practical
and particularly sharp,
straight out of the box.
Weighing less than 40z, it is
extremely lightweight and
takes up very little space in
your backpack. The quality
and finish of the knife are
exceptional, which is actually
the norm when it comes to
Helle, and as well as being a
high-quality tool, this is also
a superb collector’s item. am

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Helle Fjording 50-Year Limited Edition Knife
Price: £149.95

Contact: Whitby & Co - www.whitbyandco.co.uk
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AMERICAN MADE AMMUNITION
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WORCESTERSHIRE - .

Severnside Arms
S1 Rifles, Shotguns & Pistols $2 Shotguns

md CG FIREARMS
S3 & 5 Pistols & Revolvers for Humane Dispatch ‘/

= $7.1 & 7.3 Collector's Pistols & Revol
New and Used Rifles, Shotguns,OPigfolg,rﬁir IIQ?ﬂgsSand ﬂﬁrgigforlss in stock plus a S A L E S @ C G F I R E A R M S . C O . U K

good range of Ammunition, Scopes, and Accessories.
== ’ . ‘Juck5.45x39Limited Edition | N
Straight-Pull. .
EW AK47/AKM RIFLES

Please phone for details or for a quotation:
Classic and An tigue Guns :Jﬁmfws im Stock

. . o
www.severnsidearms.co.uk 07968 952428 =
Email: sales@severnsidearms.co.uk S
A selection of Our Stock, there are many others, please phone for details! 2 A Jack Tactical FROM POI;'ADNRI"UST
|
: - 7.62x39 and 223Rem.. LANDED !!!
.22 CZ452 B/A with Left Hand Stock / Scope £195 .22 Anschutz Mod 525 Self Loading Rifle £125 . .
. . . . gy Manufactured in 2025 | Direct from
12 Bore Parker Hale Side Lock Ejector £350 .22 KRISS Mod DMK22 with Mod & Bipod £750 — E . Poland | 2-Year Warranty
.17Anschutz Mod 1517, Scope, Mod and Bipod £450 12 Bore Beretta 687 0//U M/C all chokes 30" £850 — Jack Mini Classic
22 H & K Mod 270 Semi Auto Rifle V Good £325 243 Merkel RX Helix with Leupold Scope/Mod £3,500 b 7.62x39 and 223Rem. We're thrilled to announce the arrival of
243 Sabatti B/A Sporting Rifle with Mounts £250 22 Anschutz Mod 1415/1416 B/A Rifle £350 - helatostsunight puil AK rilles; leeshiy
.40 oanatll POFTHIC- I CINIEY TS i : e manufactured in 2025 and now
.243 Parker Hale B/A Rifle with Scope & Sling £295 .303 Long Branch No.4 Mk1 Rifle 1945 £695 _ . _ available in the UK! These are high-
270 Mannlicher Schoenauer Rifle & Zeiss Scope £650 .22 GSG 1911 Self Loading LB Pistol £195 B ; 2%‘-"{1'; #;“;J%Cgfzﬂlag ql-lﬂ"l?f "ﬂeﬁzgl:‘iﬂ_ffﬂn;:fﬂz‘mlﬂﬂd:
x 3 i o ™ X »
e e it oy e craftsmanship and rlabilt.
ore ide by Side ore W Greener GP Martini otgun
Y g ,:_._LE=I— 3¢ NEW MODELS & NEW CALIBERS

| Jack Classi ,-
-\ \ﬂ?;nd ;.5655;39 and 223 Rem. ¥ SHIPPING ACROSS UK

NEW SHOTGUNS 2025

£950

HIBRID 126 BULLPUP SHOTGUN
MAGAZINE FED SEMI-AUTO AND PUMP.

£800

T 14 SEMI-AUTO 410 SHOTGUN
MAGARZINE FED AR-15 PLATFORM .

F £799
- SYH EXTREME 126 SEMI-AUTO
THE BEST BENELLT MY CLONE ON THE MARKET.

N L ] AMMO-ZONE UK

WITHIN 3 WORKING DAYS
TO RFD OF YOUR CHOICE SALES@AMMO-ZONE.CO.UK

— =l  \yWw.ammo-zone.co.uk

_—

FREE CLASSIFIED AD IN GUN MART
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SUbmit oy o U r—adire :
details via our website &
and get it published |
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REACH THOUSANDS OF
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#T&Cs apply. Print publication orly
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is UK DISTRIBUTORS
ﬁ}iﬂﬁ HANNAM'S peckriELD LODGE WAREHOUSE, GREAT NORTH ROAD,

& #// RELOADING UK SOUTH MILFORD, LEEDS, LS25 5LJ
01977-681639 sales@hannamsreloading.com

ENGINEERING. INC

Please note rifle and sling not included

Harris still produce quality bipods with fixed or swivel bases and smooth or notched legs, with some bipods now having a
spring out leg feature. This means that the legs remain under tension to assist the shooter to get a level surface on
uneven ground. Apart from Harris Engineering producing both swivel and fixed bipods various sizes are available.

These are: 6"-9” 9”-13” s 23" 12"-25" 13.5”-27” sizes can vary between fixed and swivel bipods.
Check our website for full details. Prices start from £95.80

Harris Engineering also provide a range of adaptors, studs and spacers. Prices start from £15.45

Harris also produce the M-LOK (modular lock) mounting system to some of its swivel bipods,
namely S-BR, SLM, SL and S-BRM from £163.00

g-o ) rjo- Download our price list and discover new products at www.hannamsreloading.com n
Ay ' Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, deliveries and special offers!

GM10.25/23
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FIREARMS

SAKO 90 FINNLIGHT

Bruce Potts takes the new Sako 90 Finnlight into the field
to see if this lightweight legend still lives up to its name

> The Finnlight is back! Among all
the new Sako 90 models entering
the market, its absence was glaring.
A firm favourite in the 75 and 85
series, it earned a reputation as

an affordable, all-round stalking
rifle that British shooters loved.

This new model comes in a range
of calibres from .22-250 to 9.3x62mm.
It is priced at £1,899, and is likely to
appeal to stalkers who appreciate Sako's
renowned out-of-the-box accuracy
and reliability. It is available in both
right and left-handed configurations.

The stainless steel action, bolt,
and barrel make the Finnlight ideal
for serious hunters, with a choice
of 20" or 22.4" fluted barrels. The
comyposite stock is a practical
alternative to carbon-fibre, asitis
slishtly heavier but just as rugged.

70 GUNMART.NET 7/ OCTOBER 2025

In a nutshell, the new Sako 90
Finnlight combines lightweight
materials with built-in durability
and excellent handling. | bet it will
be Sako's best-selling 90 model.

Stainless steel

The 90 supersedes the 75 and 85
models, yet it retains the same
lovely, smooth bolt operation, along
with some great new features.

Action sizes match the length of
the cartridge, so you can have a lighter
rifle depending on what you shoot. This
means that with this .308 Win version,
the medium-sized action is used.

The stainless steel action beds to
the stock via a flat-bottom receiver,
with a small tenon that engages into
a steel mortise that is secured to the
stock. This arrangement provides a

strong and consistent union between
the action and stock so that good
accuracy is maintained in all weathers.
Up top, the 90 has an integral
Picatinny mounting system and a
recontoured action top, allowing
you to load the magazine in situ.
Equally, the oversized ejection port
Is not obstructed by a mounted
scope, making this part of the 90
action equally user-friendly.

The bolt

The 90 uses a push-feed bolt face
rather than controlled feed, and
what | like most about the bolt is
that Sako has opted to incorporate
a twin-plunger ejection system for
very positive cartridge expulsion.
Extraction is via a single claw on
the face of the bolt. The whole bolt

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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operation is super smooth, and
the lock-up is fast and precise.

The three-lug geometry, now
commonplace, offers a lower bolt lift
than a two-lug system. The straight
bolt handle shows a comfortable,
rounded knob, which can be swapped
for a larger one if preferred.

On the bolt shroud is a small plunger
or bolt assist that makes decocking the
bolt or disassembly extremely easy.

Inside the bolt body, Sako
has worked hard to develop as
short a lock time as possible
for the greatest accuracy.

.-

The Finnlight looks good and won’'t let you down

SAKO S0 FINNLIGHT
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Controls and feed
The safety is still a lever type, with a
push button that lets you open the bolt
while the safety is engaged, allowing
the safe removal of a chambered round.
The trigger has a nice, broad, smooth
blade that can be positioned to your
liking, and the new weight adjustment

system uses a rotary, five-position

The Finnlight now features the
new cll-stainless-steel
90 series action
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indexed adjuster that sets the sear

weight from 1lb 140z to 3lbs 100z

on this rifle when tested with my

csauge. This is a great addition, and

| used the mid setting, which gave

a crisp release and a safe weight.
Sako magazines have always been

reliable. This stainless steel, double-

stacked five-shot version sits flush

Note the twin ejectors on this push-feed design
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The furniture may not be carbon-fibre,

but it is particularly sturdy

Here you can see
the bolt handle,
cocked-caction
indicator, and
sdafety catch

@ T \NET / OCTOBER 2025

SAKO 90 FINNLIGHT

The reprofiled action top makes

top-loading the magazine a breeze.
Note the integral Picatinny scope rails

with the stock and can be top-loaded
through the action. It features a two-
point release system: a slight push
upwards at the front, followed by the
magazine catch, which pops it out.

Select your harrel
Sako has long been known for
producing high-quality, long-lasting
barrels, and the Finnlight's free-floated,
fluted, cold hammer-forged tube
delivers spot-on accuracy straight from
the box. It features a smooth inner bore
that needs no running in and a non-
reflective, ‘glass-peened’ matte finish
that helps reduce glare in the field.
There are three .308 Win models
available: two with 20" barrels and
either 5/8 UNEF or 15x1 muzzle
threads, and one with a 22.4" barrel
threaded 15x1. All have a rifling twist
rate of 1:10”, which is a bit faster than
some of the earlier models, which
were 1:11”. This is no doubt to cater
for the more common use of lead-free
ammunition. The test rifle was the 20"
option, which measured 39.7"” overall.

The furniture
The overall design of the stock is very
pleasing visually, but even better when

Detail of the highly efficient
double-stack Sako magazine

A single button allows you to control the
height of the spring-loaced cheekpiece

shouldered, as it just feels right. It
shows a durable finish with a textured
surface for optimal feel and grip. It's

a moulded composite synthetic, so
cheaper than carbon-fibre, and the
slight weight gain is no real problem.
This rifle weighs 7lbs, whereas a
similar spec Sako 90 Peak is 5lbs
120z with carbon-fibre furniture.

| like the special synthetic
leather material on the pistol grip
and fore-end, which maximises
orip and control with a good
degree of comfort too.

New QD sling sockets replace the
old swivel studs to provide quick and
secure attachment of slings, but |
needed an adaptor for my Harris bipod.

Finished in Hunter green with
black grip sections, the stock’s
clean lines and ergonomics offer an
ideal shooting posture and perfect
balance for smooth bolt operation,
with stippled areas around the bolt
release, handle and safety adding visual
appeal and extra resistance to wear.

The adjustable, spring-loaded
cheekpiece has the same soft faux
leather trim as the grip areas, and
the whole mechanism is very solid.

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER



The length of pull is 14",
making it comfortable for most
people, and it can be fine-tuned
by moving the trigger blade.

A soft black rubber recoil pad
ensures a correct mount and
secures therifle in the aim, too.
Although the .308 Win isn't a heavy
kicker, recoil was mild and felt
straighter than usual, thanks to
the stock’s effective geometry.

Ammo tests
In keeping with the lightweight theme,
GMK included a short, light Steiner
Ranger 8 1-8x24 scope. | like short
scopes, and for the intended woodland
stalking in Scotland, it would be
ideal. | then fitted a very light 15x1
Freyr & Devik titanium moderator.
Factory load tests were conducted
at 100 yards off the bench, and
velocities were recorded with an FX
True Ballistic chronograph. Although
conditions were breezy with light rain
during the test, this did not affect
the performance of the Finnlight.
First, a couple of Sako GameHead
loads seemed appropriate: a lighter
123gr and a more conventional 150gr
projectile. The heavier round produced
an average velocity of 2,749fps with
2,518ft/lbs of energy and a 1.01"
sroup. With the lighter load, velocity
Increased to 2,908fps and 2,311ft/
Ibs, with a similar group size of 0.98".
If you appreciate a heavier,
stronger-constructed lead-cored
bullet, then the Norma Tip Strike 170gr
would be a good choice. With a more
sedate velocity of 2,575fps, equating
to 2,504ft/lbs of energy, and a

SAKO 90 FINNLIGHT

cracking three-shot group measuring
only 0.63", it's ideal for reds or boar.
After a thorough barrel clean,
which is always a worthwhile
procedure when switching from
lead-cored to lead-free bullets, and
popping off a few ‘conditioning’
rounds, the first copper bullets were
my favourite: Hornady’s International
ECX. They did not disappoint with
an unbelievable 0.37" group, which
Is amazing for a factory load and
well worth the cost. Velocities
from Hornady’s Superformance
range were equally impressive
at 2,996fps and 2,492f1t/|bs.
Next, | tested the Remington
Copper 150gr bullets that shot
so well in the Mauser 25 rifle, but
here we had a large 1.48" group,
which demonstrates why we test

FIREARMS

F

The new trigger-weight acdjustment
system uses d rotary, five-position
indexed adjuster, and the recach to the
trigger blacde can also be adjusted

each rifle to ascertain its dietary
requirements. Still, they are more than
capable of toppling a stag or fallow,
csenerating 2,760fps and 2,539ft/lbs.

Going lighter obviously favours this
Finnlight, as the Geco 136gr lead-free
load shot really decent 0.69"” groups
at 2,819fps and 2,400ft/lbs energy.

Into the field
| took the Finnlight into the Scottish
hills and woods, where its short stature
came into its own. | prefer lighter
rifles these days, but the Finnlight
still feels rugged. The sturdier stock
balanced perfectly with the scope
and moderator combination, and the
faux leather grips performed well in
both rain and hot, humid conditions.
An evening trip out yielded one
of my best encounters in 47 years of

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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IF YOU APPRECIATE A
HEAVIER, STRONGER-
CONSTRUCTED LEAD-
CORED BULLET, THEN

THE NORMA TIP STRIKE
170GR WOULD BE A GOOD

CHOICE."

BRUCE POTTS

stalking. A small woodland track led to
a forestry deer fence and into a two-
acre pasture. It's a great spot that deer
use as a passing place from forestry to
field, and | settled downwind, 10 yards
from the fence. A small roe appeared,
walking down the track towards me.
At 75 yards, he continued closing
the distance to 50, then 30, before
turning and coming straight at me. He
had only one antler and, at just 12ft
away, was still completely unaware.
He then jumped the fence and calmly
wandered into the field to feed.
You may wonder why | didn't
take action with the Finnlight,
but stalkers will tell you that it's
sometimes moments like these which
separate true stalkers from those
who simply enjoy shooting game.

/ |}f_| orasndy
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SAKO 90 FINNLIGHT
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Hornady’s International ECX
dic not disappoint with this
unbelievable group
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Verdict

| may not have pulled the trigger on that
roe buck, but the Finnlight still made a
very good impression. It's one of those
rifles that has all you need and won't

let you down. And it is a great price,

too. | know plenty of stalkers who love
their custom rifles but actually own

a Finnlight as their ‘go-to’. There's no
messing around — just pick up a box

of factory ammo and off you go. am

Name: Sako 90 Finnlight
Calibre: .203 Win

Barrel Length: 20

Overall Length: 39.7"

Weight: 7|bs

Length of Pull: 14"

Magazine Capacity: 5 rounds
Price: £1,899

Contact: GMK - www.gmk.co.uk

I used a variety of ammunition in the new
Sako and was impressed by the results
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LATEST SHOOTERS RIGHTS
A5 MAGAZINE HAS GONE
OUT TO MEMBERS

Gun Marl: TV

EGunMartTV 24 BK sub:

HOME VIDEOS PLAYLISTS COMMUNITY CHA

W SR A" YOU CAN GET A COPY BY
@ /]  JOINING THE ASSOCIATION T

Shooters’ Rights Association members do just about everything legail: Y Wahranch o7 -
shooting, from air soft to cannons, re-enacting & living history from b Lgfbﬂﬂ‘g"ff;f“
cavemen to Ukraine so whatever you do: Shooting, Collecting, battle e

re-enactment, Living History, air soft, Archery, Hand thrown, Gun Trade, = Alr arms TX200 Spring
anfiques, and whatever you do it with FAC firearms, shotguns, antiques, ST ChS T review
RFD, blank firers, de-ac, replica, airsoft, Bows, axes, spinning wheels efc | Eid
SRA membership is for you. Periodic journals, £10 million PLI, legal
helpline. £39.50 individual membership, Groups of three+ £25 each.
Discounts for larger groups

enquiries@shootersrightsassociation.co.uk w ATCH IT

SHOOTERS’ RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 3 CARDIGAN SA43 1BN ' HE“E FI“ST
01239 698607

@ P royror VISA BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL

UK DISTRIBUTORS
@‘ HAN PECKFIELD LODGE WAREHOUSE, GREAT NORTH ROAD, B‘Rckuun

RELOAPING UK LEEDS, LS25 5L) 01977-681639
sales@hannamsreloading.com
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Maximum contrast to spot
your shot! High visibility
like animal targets for the white shows clearly against ;
I Each hit explod
hunter among you and the orange and black target. At explodes

X _ either in white or neon
targets I:fased on g'0|f, darts, Include duelling trees, Self adl:neswe back fof - green around the bullet
battleships and chip shot.

i) convenience.
spinning targets, poppers p hole.

The whitetail deer target is and sieclSaugEt The 4 x 6” target is shown

mounted on heavy duty card are | rger and RERE T HIOUS pictures
- d wi argets. R . to choose from.
and there are other animals st Ith SNC 128l smaller sizes available.

available.

These are a range of steel
targets available for both
air gun and rimfire.

These targets include life Again a target for a bit of

@ ,f“ Download our price list and discover new products at www.hannamsreloading.com

'. '11_2

e Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, deliveries and special offers!
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The view through my scope at 15x.

. The image is distinctly pixelated, but
-a‘;w still very usable. | found a sweet spot |

- for smoothness and detail at 10x - »
il —ws - oam e Tiw o
TR SRS T L NEUUSSACTRA T MTASIRSAY o TR T
':f-?.‘-.;i'. A roebuck, lased at 268m, complete with holdover Liui . I The laser rangefinder is fast and precise

= data. Windeage data would show, too, but | forgot to :
enter a baseline value in the profile!
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off DD

Jules Whicker checks out Pixfra's innovative Taurus T650 LRF,

PIXFRA TAURUS T650 LRF

an Al-enabled clip-on with integrated rangefinding,
porecise ballistic solutions, and a knockout price

> | don't get to test many clip-ons,
but | enjoy it when | do, especially
when the device in question is as
good as Pixfra's Taurus T650 LRF.
It's rugged, well-finished, nicely
designed, and has intuitive controls,
but what really makes it interesting
and innovative is its combination

of integrated laser rangefinding and
ballistic compensation. Consequently,
this review will focus on operation
rather than physical characteristics,
because that's where the Taurus
stands out, delivering exceptionally
practical performance in a package
you can swap between rifles.

Old faithful vs new tech

Until now, integrating laser rangefinding
with ballistic compensation has been
the preserve of dedicated thermal
scopes, which, barring the use of a
suite of inter-compatible, high-quality,
zero-retaining mounts, effectively

tie you to one rifle. The beauty of
clip-ons, in general, is that they can
turn any day scope into a thermal

In seconds. For example, my own
Pulsar Krypton (a.k.a. “Old Faithful”)
does solid duty on everything from

a sub-12ft/lb air rifle for rats all the
way up to a deer rifle for woodland
stalking. When | need thermal, I've

got it; when | don't, | enjoy all the
advantages of glass optics, including a
pin-sharp image, reliable mechanical

-

adjustments, and no battery icon
hovering in the corner of my view.

My Krypton can’t do ballistics,
though. For that, I've relied either on a
programmable hand-held rangefinder or
on a basic rifle-mounted unit backed up
by old-school holdover stickers on my
elevation turret or inside my lens cover.
Both systems get the job done and can
even feel satisfyingly low-tech, until
something like the Taurus LRF comes
along, which does it all in one hit.

Profiles and precision

The Taurus pairs via Wi-Fi with
Pixfra's Outdoor app, which offers a
live stream from the device, remote

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

configuration, and the ability to create
profiles for different rifles and loads.
For the latter, you'll need to enter
scope height-over-bore, projectile
weight, BC, muzzle velocity, and zeroing
data, such as range and atmospheric
conditions. Here, as ever, accuracy
matters, as the quality of your inputs
directly affects the precision of the
firing solutions. If you prefer, you
can enter the ballistic parameters
directly into the Taurus itself, but
the app makes it faster and easier to
keep multiple profiles organised.
Zeroing works in the familiar
digital/thermal scope fashion: fire a
shot, zoom in, freeze the frame with

OCTOBER 2025 / GUNMART.NET 727



y- 4
Pixfra’s integration of a laser

rangefinder and ballistic solver into the
Taurus takes the practicality of the

clip-on format to the next level -"
: B » Ty

BN N -

the crosshairs on your point of aim,
move a secondary cross to the point of
iImpact, save, then confirm and fine-
tune with further shots. The Taurus
even displays the click value for each
adjustment, perfect for dialling in
small corrections. This is worth doing
because the system permits sub-0.1
MRAD precision. It's the first clip-

on |'ve tested that offers more than
calibration. It’s often said that clip-ons
don’t need zeroing or calibrating, but

| consider it an essential performance
optimiser. Better yet, with the Taurus,
each profile can be individually
zeroed, so selecting the appropriate
profile gives you tuned electro-optical
precision, as well as a ballistic data
set tailored to your rifle and load.

Holdovers only
In the field, ranging a target generates
holdover data in the top-right quadrant
of the display, above a windage value.
The lasered range interacts with the
data in the active ballistic profile
to generate both values. | founc
configuring my profiles with a wind
value of 10 km/h at 90 degrees and
suesstimating the offset applied to
each shot based on the prevailing
weather conditions worked well.
Offsets are shown in centimetres
or inches, which is usable, but | would
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PIXFRA TAURUS T650 LRF

Light and compact, the Taurus
motnts securely to your day scope &3

via a QD cam-locking adapter &

prefer MOA or MRADs. What's lacking

is a secondary aiming point (SAP) that
shows you exactly where to aim. Unlike
a dedicated digital or thermal sight,
where the reticle and zoom belong

to the same electronic system, the
Taurus doesn’t "know” what reticle
you're using or what magnification it’s
set to, and so cannot know where to
csenerate an SAP. Consequently, you
have to apply the correction shown in
the display manually by dialling in or
adjusting your point of aim, resulting in
a slightly longer engagement time than
with a dedicated rangefinder-equipped
electronic sight. That said, it's still a fair
bit slicker than combining hand-held

or rifle-mounted ranging with stick-

on drop guides, especially at night.

Round-the-clock relevance
Thermal isn't just for night work, of
course. In daylight, it’s invaluable for
spotting quarry in deep shadow or
dense cover, such as feral pigeons
in the rafters of a cowshed, rats

in brambles, squirrels high in the
trees, and deer in thick woodland.
With practice, you learn to read

the intensity of a heat signature to
judge when you've got a clear shot.
Even so, the usual rule applies: never
touch the trigger without 1009%
confidence in your ID and backstop.

Ly 7l __:Z.- £

Lasing, imaging, and menu buttons
are located on the top panel

Threads and bayonets
Mounting the Taurus was
straightforward. The distributor,
Thomas Jacks, asked for the outer
diameter of the scope I'd be using,
then supplied an adapter to match.
This slipped over the objective
bell and locked with a fore-and-aft
cam lever. The Taurus screws into
the front of the adapter via a male
thread, and once you'’ve found the
best view through your day scope,
you lock it in place with a threaded
ring, using the supplied flat spanner.
The adapter stayed perfectly
aligned throughout testing, but it's
not as flexible as the Pulsar design,
which includes bushings for different
objective bell diameters, so you'll need
a dedicated adapter for each scope.
Additionally, if you opt to dedicate
Pulsar adapters to different scopes,
their current model features a bayonet
mount for rapid swapping. The Taurus
has a similar feature, but it's a different
size from Pulsar’s, and currently serves
only to mount a monocular eyepiece
(available from Pixfra or Rusan).
Nevertheless, it raises the possibility of
a full QD system in the future. Overall,
the information on Pixfra adapters
for the Taurus is sketchy at present,
so it is worth looking to Rusan and
Smartclip for immediate solutions.
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The battery compartment has a secure,

but easy-to-open cap and takes a
rechargeable 3,200mAh 18650 cell with
a run-time of six hours

£ 4

ZoOom sweet spots

With the right adapter, you can
mount a clip-on to almost any scope,
but magnification is a key factor in
compatibility. On a zoom scope, 2.5-
3x is ideal, as it shows the maximum
display area without intrusive
pixelation. Zooming in narrows the field
of view and makes individual pixels
more noticeable. With my Krypton,
these constraints make zooming in
beyond about 7-8x counterproductive.
On the same 3-15x50 Minox ZP5,
the Taurus stayed usable right up

to 15x%, with 10x a sweet spot for
iImage smoothness and precision
aiming. Beyond 5x, the tightened
field of view began to crop out the
on-screen information, but this was
easily fixed via a menu option that
shrinks and centres the readouts.

Remote is handy

You still have to reach out to operate
the focus knob, but a remote

puts all the other controls at the
fingertips of your supporting hand
(left or right!). The Taurus’ Bluetooth
remote is particularly good, as

both it and the magnetic cradle it
snaps into are made from the same
light-but-tough magnesium alloy

as the Taurus itself, and the unit
comes with a roll of double-sided

PIXFRA TAURUS T650 LRF

The Bluetooth remote snaps into a
magnetic cradle and puts all the Taurus’ B
controls — except focus - at your fingertips

hook-and-loop tape, allowing you
to mount it anywhere you like.

Al we like

The image quality was everything

I've come to expect from Pixfra’s
combination of a 640x512, 12um
thermal sensor, 1920x1080 0.49"
OLED display, PIPS 2.0 algorithms, and
AAIC technology. The latter employs
Al to learn from every frame. It
works, and | think this is how. As the
device moves or the scene changes,
each 50Hz frame captures a slightly
different signal. “Dumb” thermals
(sorry, Old Faithful!) discard this
extra data, but AAIC “remembers”

It, combining information from
successive frames to build a more
detailed image. The effect is similar
to having a sensor with more, smaller
pixels, only better, because AAIC's
cumulative processing improves

not only detail but also accuracy,
complementing the precision already
provided by the Taurus’' zeroing
capability and ballistic profiles.

Four of a kind

The Taurus LRF series comprises four
variants: the T425 LRF, T435 LRF,
T635 LRF, and the T650 LRF tested
here. The numbers are logical: 4-prefix
variants have 384x288 sensors, and

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

Y Thomas Jacks supplied the Taurus with a pre-production monocular eyepiece.
S Useful, but why not use the chunky bayonet fitting for the adapter as well?

successive digits indicate lens size
(25, 35, or 50mm). Across the range,
weight variation is only 50g, and
battery life from the 3,200mAh 18650
cells supplied is seven hours for the
384x288 models, and six hours for the
thirstier 640x512 models. Everything
else, including the dimensions, is

the same, except the price, which is
amazing at both ends of the scalg,
topping out at just £2,649.95 for

the T650 LRF and kicking off at a
mere £1,299.95 for the T425 LRF.

Final thoughts

The T650 LRF | received was an early
sample, so | had some feedback to
offer on both hardware (adapter
options) and firmware (menu
layouts). Even so, its performance,
pricing, and promise, combined with
Pixfra's build quality, the underlying
versatility of clip-on devices, and,

iIn LRF models, the innovative and
practical inclusion of integrated

laser rangefinding and ballistic
compensation, make the Taurus T650
LRF an exciting and highly attractive
route into thermal, especially for
anyone with an enduring appreciation
of high-quality conventional optics.

Contact: Thomas Jacks -
www.pixfraoutdoor.co.uk
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RUGER AMERICAN' RIFLE

The Ruger American® Rifle Generation II; an update to the American-made rifle that has been the

benchmark for accuracy, durability, and performance in bolt-action rifles for over a decade. Designed with

customer feedback in mind, the Ruger American Rifle Generation L1 is sure to become the first choice for hunters.

Available in the following calibres:
6.5 Creedmoor | .308 Win | 243 Win | .204 Ruger | .223 Rem | 7Tmm-08 | .270 Win | .22 ARC

"wvr RUGE R ARE! DISTRIBWTED 1IN THE UK BY YIKENG ARMS LD lillri

T: 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM
VASENG @vikingarmsltd
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FX DRS TACTICAL SNIPER (FAC)

THEﬁR

The DRS Tactical's barrel-through-cylinder

design impresses Chris Parkin, offering rigidity, stability
and superb accuracy straight out of the box

> Airguns have hecome increasingly complex.
While this added sophistication, particularly
the ease of tuning, has attracted shooters
who enjoy tweaking and methodically testing
different pellets and slugs, many still prefer
to open the box and simply start shooting.

Barrel-through-air

The FX DRS system needs little introduction. In my
opinion, it represents one of FX's finest innovations
to date. The DRS platform is available in several
configurations but essentially still uses FX's
signature Smooth Twist barrel liners, which are
now housed inside the air cylinder. This integration
offers two significant benefits and, in my view,
very few real drawbacks, which is rare in a world
full of compromises. The pressure tube, with a
34.4mm diameter, is remarkably rigid, and the

rifle still holds 310cc of air at 230 bar, delivering

a realistic shot count for this FAC-spec model.

Barrel and cylinder length
The "Sniper" model features a 700mm barrel, but
options of 500mm and 600mm are available for

82 GUNMART.NET /7 OCTOBER 2025

those seeking a more compact, hunting-friendly
platform. A threaded muzzle allows for the easy
addition of a moderator after removing the end
cap. The sleek, integrated barrel and air tube run
into a 300mm (12") long octagonal fore-end
that fully free-floats the tube. It's exceptionally
ricid and ideal for accessory mounting. There's
a full-length Picatinny rail on top of the receiver
for scope installation, and the fore-end includes
both an ARCA rail below and M-LOK slots for
further customisation. You won't have stability
Issues whether you're using a bipod or a tripod.

Got the look?

It's hard to ighore the trend, as many airguns are
styled to resemble AR-15s, and some execute

this better than others. The DRS Tactical offers

one of the most visually satisfying designs in this
regard. Its proportions are spot-on, and the 500mm
barrel mimics the silhouette of a fully suppressed
centrefire rifle. A distinctive underslung plenum
chamber, designed to work in conjunction with the
AMP Il regulator, is fitted within the receiver and
visually recreates a .223 magazine beneath the rifle.

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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FX DRS TACTICAL SNIPER (FAC)
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FX DRS TACTICAL SNIPER (FAC)

Trigger, safety and modularity
The trigger guard is machined into the rifle’s
aluminium chassis and houses an adjustable
two-stage trigger that broke at 350g. It was crisp,
predictable, and a real pleasure to use. Staying with
the AR-15 theme, there's a two-position safety
lever above the trigger on the right-hand side.
The rifle comes without a buttstock but
includes FX's UG1 rubberised grip, which features
stippling and a subtle ambidextrous palm swell.
| found it comfortable, with a 70mm reach
to the trigger, maintaining solid ergonomics.
While the supplied grip is excellent, the rifle
is fully AR-15 compatible, which means users
can customise it with their own buffer tube,
stock, and grip. My review rifle came with
a basic Smith & Wesson stock, which was
functional but minimal. Still, the rifle’s modularity
means you can go as premium as you like.
Considering its power, consistency, and FX
pedigree, the DRS Tactical is very competitively
priced, so just remember to factor in your
buttstock and other accessory costs.
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Multishot

The 12-shot magazine follows FX’'s usual format.
To load it, rotate the latch 180° to unlock the clear
cover, then manually rotate the internal rotor
anticlockwise to preload the spring. Next, insert
the first pellet to lock the rotor, load the remaining
11, and re-lock the cover, which is recessed to
accommodate projectiles up to 14.2mm in length.
When empty, the internal rotor stops the rifle’s
probe from moving forward, providing a clear
indication that the magazine has been depleted.
This also helps prevent the user from wasting air
by dry-firing. The side-lever has a smooth, silent
toggle action and will not open unintentionally.

Efficiency and accuracy

FX has equipped the DRS Tactical with a newly
designed plenum. Although smaller than the

one found in the DRS Pro (SHP plenum), it
delivers exceptional efficiency. Unlike the
Impact or Leopard platforms, the DRS Sniper
has no external manual adjusters for pressure or
hammer strike. While some may interpret this
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FX DRS TACTICAL SNIPER (FAC)

The fill pressure gauge and the

for improved dairflow efficiency

as simplification or cost-cutting, I'd argue the
opposite. It's factory-tuned and ready to shoot,
perfect for those who want to skip the setup
and get straight to the range. There is a single fill
pressure gauge on the left side, allowing you to
focus on shooting and addressing other aspects
of marksmanship that are often overlooked
when the shooter is fixated solely on tuning.

| still love pellets

| tested the rifle with FX's .25 calibre, 34gr pellets.
FX claims 52 shots per fill at this tune, which
matches my experience. Across a five-shot string,
| recorded 884fps with a 12fps extreme spread,
equating to 59.3ft/lbs of energy, which is more
than enough for most airgun applications.

Over four magazines (48 shots), the rifle
remained consistently accurate, producing
ragged single-hole groups at 50m. The worst
was 20mm centre-to-centre, while most groups
stayed within 10 to 15mm. These results were
achieved outdoors in real-world conditions,
making them even more impressive.

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

The side-lever operates smoothly and
silently. Note the Picatinny scope rail

‘magazine’, which concecls the plenum g

FIREARMS

The DRS Tactical Sniper arrives ds d
barrelled action, so you will need to
purchase an AR-15-compatible buttstock

Detuail of the pistol grip ancd
the trigger adjustment screws

Stability

What stood out most to me was the rifle’s
phenomenal aiming stability. The long fore-end,
ARCA rail, and Tier-One wide-stance bipod that |
fitted gave me one of the most stable shooting
platforms I've used. Without an underslung
buddy bottle, the gun’s profile remains low and
manageable, with a lower centre of gravity.

The cheekpiece, while a personal preference
item, aligned perfectly with my scope setup,
and | had ample room for a rear bag. The long
Picatinny scope rail allows you loads of space to
set correct eye relief, and the smaller magazine
allows the scope to remain relatively low.

FX now uses a steel fill probe instead of brass,
and | experienced no leaks when refilling.

Would 1?

FX once again proves that the over-barrel air
cylinder configuration used by the DRS series is
one of its best engineering solutions. The rifle held
zero all week, even after being boxed, unboxed, and
jostled around in the back of my truck. FX includes
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FX DRS TACTICAL SNIPER (FAC)

The DRS Tactical consistently cdelivered at 50m,
even outdoors in breezy conditions

a padded travel case, though | used a larger one
to avoid removing the bipod during transport.

If you want a rifle that will deliver pellets with
power and efficient air usage, the DRS is a good
choice, and with multiple options for calibre and
barrel length, | could finally be converted to the AR-
15 layout, as it’s functional here, not just aspirational.

The trigger was superb and can be easily
adjusted via screws accessible through the
trigger guard. If you prefer a slightly heavier pull
for colder winter weather, there is ample space
within the trigger guard to accommodate gloves.

| can’t really comment on the eventual buyer’s
choice of buttstock, but in fairness, the S&W unit
was certainly comfortable to use, although its
polymer construction was a little at odds with
the delightful mechanical design and build of the
barrelled action. All the machining was seamless,
and the black hard anodising was equally perfect.

Which barrel length?

This rifle keeps things simple and shoots well
straight out of the box, just as FX intended. It's
Interesting to note that FX itself publishes data on
the different power levels and shot counts available
from the three different barrel length/air cylinder
combos with Superior and Superior Heavy liners.
For hunting, | don't think I'd really be at a loss with
the 500mm barrel for pellets, but as always, slug
shooters might want that extra time in the bore
for air expansion that the longer tubes offer. Plus,
the Sniper is the only one available with the Heavy
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These 34gr FX pellets suited the rifle's
factory tune extremely well

As you would expect on arifle of

this type, the fore-end incorporctes
M-LOK slots and can Arca rail

liner; the 500 and 600 have slower twist rates for
pellets. Yet, the Sniper, with a slug liner, still shot
perfectly with heavy (longer) pellets, so there is
still that experimentation required that FX are so
famous for. Does the extra friction from the longer
barrel justify the extra air usage for your needs?

Conclusion

| can't exactly say why, but the DRS Tactical has
really caught my attention. They all offer so many
factors to balance out, but this seems to hit
the magic mark for me. But | am predominantly
a hunter, not a target shooter. The long fore-
end gives exceptional stability from a bipod,
and the ARCA accepts any decent tripod. The
mags are reliable, the shot count is realistic,
and yet again, the barrel-through-cylinder

has impressed me on yet another FX. am

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: FX DRS Tactical Sniper (FAC)
Calibre: .25 on test, .177 and .22 also available

Barrel Length: 700mm on test, 500mm
and 600mm also available

Overall Length: 373mm, not including butt stock
Weight: 2.72kg, not including butt stock
Magazine Capacity: 12-shot in .25 calibre

Price: £922.99 (without buttstock)

Contact: Sportsman Gun Centre -
www.sportsmanguncentre.co.uk
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GIVING HUNTER'S THE EDGE

Ase Utra is one of the world’s largest manufacturers of sound

suppressors. We have been manufacturing sound suppressors ]

for hunting, sports and professional use since 1994. '
Extremely durable and reliable, our suppressors )

are used widely by hunters around the i : |

world in challenging conditions. |

Our product’s popularity is based on its :

high quality due to uncompromising :

JET-Z

SLi SERIES ASE UTRA

product development.

‘ ASE UTRA ARE DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK BY VIKING ARMS LTD n

VICING T: 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM @vikingarmsltd
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RELOADING BASICS

Mark Underwood cxamines the
iImplications of switching to a different
brand of cases for your reloads

308

WIN
50 COUNT

CARTRIDGE CASES

* Premium Brass
* Uniform Concentricity
* Precision Manufactured

* Hand Inspected

Tl

> Reloaders all tend to have a
favourite ‘pet’ load for each calibre,
and they stick with it most of the
time, but occasionally a shortage of
components can force a change. \When
It comes to the brass that you are
using, having to switch to a different
brand can have a very significant
effect on your preferred load.

External dimensions

The external dimensions of cases tend
to vary very little from brand to brand,
with almost all cases being made to
SAAMI standard dimensions. It is
only manufacturing tolerances

that might mean that dimensions

Weighing cases full of water is the
edsiest way to
compire ccse
capcacities

. - RELEADR" S
- ﬁ gn S, -
Tl
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vary by a fraction of a thousandth of an
inch here and there between brands.

If you full-length resize all of your
cases, including new cases, before you
use them for the first time, this will
standardise the outside in line with

the dimensions of your particular die.

Internal dimensions
The internal dimensions, and therefore
the volume, of different brands of cases
can vary significantly, and this can have
a big effect on how your ammunition
performs. The thickness of the brass in
the case walls varies a lot from brand
= to brand, with the more expensive
‘ brands usually having thicker brass,
and the thicker the case walls are,
the less volume there is inside the
cases for the powder and
the combustion. If a given
powder charge is confined
to a smaller space when
It ignites, the chamber
pressure generated will
be increased. When
you are using a near-
maximum load and
you change to cases
with a lower internal
volume, it is possible

that you will push the chamber
pressure to a dangerous level.

When you change the brand of cases
you use, it is a good idea to check and
compare their internal volumes. The
easiest way to do this is to completely
fill a case with water, so there is a
curved bulge of water under surface
tension at the case mouth, and weigh
it. Then do the same with the other
brand. A gram of water occupies one
cubic millilitre, making it very easy
to compare volumes. Some reloading
software, such as QuickLOAD, allows
you to input the case capacity (in
grains of water or cubic centimetres)
and then recalculate muzzle velocity
and chamber pressure, which is
really useful if you are using cases
from different manufacturers.

If the new cases have a smaller
internal capacity than the ones you
have been using, you will need to reduce
the powder charge slightly to achieve
the same muzzle velocity and chamber
pressure. While it is not possible to
measure the chamber pressure easily,
It is relatively easy to check muzzle
velocity, and this is a good indicator
of any changes in chamber pressure.
The powder charge will only need to
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RELOADING BASICS

€)1867SPUD
IN ASSOCIATION WITH \/

RELOADING SUPPLIES LTD

"Shoot it... reload it!"

be adjusted by a couple of tenths of
a grain, and a bit of experimentation
will be needed to duplicate the
muzzle velocity of your pet load.

If the new cases have a larger
iInternal capacity, then you will have
to increase the powder charge slightly
to achieve the same muzzle velocity.
Again, just a tenth or two of a grain

adjustment should be all that you need.

Neck tension

Different case manufacturers

use different metals, of different
thicknesses, and apply different

heat treatments to them, so the

way that the metals behave can vary
significantly. Nowhere is this variance
more important than at the neck of the
case, where it engages with the bullet.

The water

level in the
cases must

be identical,
with the all-
important
surface-tension
bubble on top

CONTROL-ACCURACY-PRECISION

PRECISION

. PRODUCTS

Two different
brancds, with
only the
left-hand one
showing signs
of annealing

FLASH HOLE
UNIFORMERS

. NEVER use this tool in a cartridge with a live primer! /"
NManual Operation (Professional and Premium

\nsert tool through the mouth of the case into the flash hole.

ITf the metal is thicker, and the
outside dimension of the brass at the
case mouth is the same, then the brass
will naturally grip the bullet tighter,

arm tha caee while ’hnldinn tho = rina ~onNe with finaer

— = a ‘F
‘:"m:—_ ™

A simple but very precise uniformer will ensure that all the flash-holes are the same size

as the inside diameter will be smaller.
When you are resizing cases, the case
neck area is resized, which dictates
the amount of neck tension, and the
amount of tension will vary depending
on the thickness of the brass.

In a situation where you find that
the brass at the mouth of the new
cases is 0.0005" thicker than that of
the previous brand you were using,
they will produce neck tension that
Is 0.001" (2 X 0.0005”) tighter in
the same die, if it is not adjusted or
changed. With dies that utilise neck
sizing collets of different diameters,
you can vary the amount of tension
you achieve and cancel out the effects
of the different brass thicknesses.

In the above situation, you could
simply change the neck sizing collet
to one that is 0.001" larger, and this
will accommodate the thicker brass
and keep the neck tension similar.
Due to other factors, such as heat
treatment and the composition of
the brass, it is unlikely that the neck
tension will be exactly the same.

New brass cases are typically
annealed, particularly in the neck and
shoulder area, to prevent cracking or

splitting during either firing or reloading.

The method and temperature used by
different manufacturers will vary, and
this will affect the ‘springiness’ of the
metal, typically ensuring consistent
neck tension within the brand, but
varying between brands. The annealing
process also reduces the tendency of
the brass to spring back to its original
size after resizing, again making it
possible to achieve consistent neck
tension. Although some reloaders do
anneal their cases themselves to keep
things as consistent as possible, most
reloaders do not go to this extreme,
and the differences between how
cases from different brands perform
due to the ways they are annealed are
not realistically possible to address.

Flash holes
Another area where cases from
different brands can vary is the size

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

of the flash hole, and this can also

be significant. Most are formed to

a standard size, but some brands
have slightly smaller or slightly larger

flash holes. Variations in flash hole

size can affect how consistently the
primer ignites the powder charge,

which will directly affect accuracy

and chamber pressure. This can be
addressed by uniforming the flash
holes, making them all the same
size and shape. Specialised flash
hole uniforming tools are readily
available and can be a worthwhile
addition to the reloading bench.

Conclusion

Although not ideal, if you find that
your usual supply of cases dries up,

and you are forced to buy another
brand, you can manage a lot of the
iImpact it has on your reloads. The
case capacity and brass thickness are
significant, but can be counteracted

to a large degree, and the flash

holes are easily standardised. am
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BALLISTON
g

FRANKFORD ARSENAL
UNIVERSAL PRECISION CASE

TRIMMER - £128.50 Spray Can - £15.50

SINCLAIR EXPANDER MANDREL
- 35 thru 50 Caliber Expander
Die Body - £50.00

RCBS UNIVERSAL
PRIMER ARM - 2- £21.10

- 1
Hornady

BRACK
POWDER

Hornady Swaged Black Powder
Rifle Round Balls (x100)
Aslowas - £12.80

MAGTECH PRIMERS LARGE
RIFLE x1000- £113.00

BISLEY COMPACT EAR
DEFENDERS - £17.50

OX-YOKE Felt Wonder Wads
Dry Pack 100 - £POA

Norma Brass Cases - .300 REM

SA UM X 50 £107.20

Shooting & Reloading

Ballistol Universal Oil 400ml

) /’i‘;

L.-'
- B -

Alpha 7mm-08 LRP (x100)
£159.00

HOPPES ONE PIECE
CLEANING ROD - £15.00

SINCLAIR WOODEN PRESS
STAND - £160.00

LOS - COPPER PLATED
38/357 148gr wchb - £68.50

1 9673 PUD GIFT CERTIFICATE l||||
GIFT VOUCHERS

VARIOUS
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

AREA419 Die Storage Block
As low as - £84.50

AREA419 BIG DOG STEEL PRESS STAND FOR ZERO

PROTEKTOR FLAT TOP DR
REAR BAG WITH HANDLE
As low as - £185.00

*RCBS Precision Mic
As low as - £98.60

£250.80

LEE BULLET FEED KIT
As low as - £44.40

WIPE OUT - ACCELERATOR
LIQUID - £16.50

Nosler Accubond Spitzer -
.338 300G - £92.48

HARVEY DEPRIMER TOOL -
£104.00

Homady G3-1500 Digital

*Whidden Pointing Die Inserts-
Pocket Scale- £88.75

£57.00

Redding Stuck Case Removal

*Tipton Solid Brass jag - £3.50 Kit- £25.00

*Prices subject to change at any time

Tel: 01263 739923 Mob: 07879 468878
www.1967spud.com E-mail: spud@ 967spud.com

Trade accounts welcome

ROCKY MOUNTAIN .338
250Gr MATCH/HUNT (x230
No) - £234.60

*RCBS TRIM PRO 3-WAY
CUTTER- £84.70

RCBS M500 Mechanical
Scale - £133.40

NOSLER VARMAGEDDON x100 -
.17 20G FB TIPPED- £28.48

FIOCCHI SHOTSHELL PRIMER
616 SUR 12 OR 16 GAUAGE
(X 1000) - £75.00

PROTEKTOR BUNNY EAR REAR
BAG #14, As low as - £37.50
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VIHTAVUORI

INTRODUCING LAPUA MAX TARGET BULLET!

Crafted for discerning long range shooters competing in various disciplines, this boat-tailed projectile
offers a streamlined trajectory, optimised ballistics and improved stability for extended distances. The
result is unmatched long range performance that hits your target with pinpoint accuracy shot after shot.
Available in 30 cal 175gr and 6.5 mm 144gr.

Download our price list and discover new products at www.hannamsreloading.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, deliveries and special offers!
BASC

GM10.25/23



FIREARMS LEUPOLD 4-24X52 UX-6HD GEN 2
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The ocular cap has The CDS dicls
o flip-up lever and are superh, fast,
rotates. Note the cdccurate, and still

fast focus collar compact for a

‘ hunting scope

92 GUNMART.NET /7 OCTOBER 2025 SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER




The SpeecdSet levers
| are so simple and
intuitive to use

LEUPOLD 4-24X52 VX-6HD GEN 2

Optics

without
compromise

Chris Parkin puts the latest Leupold

4-24x02 VX-CH

D Gen 2riflescope

through its paces to see If the premium
optics and cutting-edge turret design
justify the price tag

> Leupold’s latest VX-GHD Gen

2 series of scopes huilds on the
performance and styling of the
previous generation, combining top-
tier optics and mechanics to deliver
exceptional riflescope versatility.
The build uses a 6x erector tube

and zoom ratio, providing a wide
field of view for close-range use,
even when you choose a scope
intended for long-range and precision
shooting at high magnification.

Variety is the spice of life
The VX-6HD models are available in
1-6x24, 2-12x42, 3-18x44, 3-18x50,
3-18x56, and the 4-24x52 unit
seen here. The scope features a
34mm hard-anodised aluminium
main tube, and both front and rear
Alumina lens caps are included.
These caps fold up silently and
lock into position parallel to the
body. The anodising is smooth

and resists collecting skin dust.

CDS

Although it may sound bulky due to the
34mm tube and high magnification,
the scope remains relatively compact
thanks to Leupold’s latest Custom

Dial System (CDS) windage and
elevation turrets. Both turrets are
marked with 14 MOA clicks, with

20 MOA per full revolution. A push-
button unlocks each turret, allowing

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

for quick, tactile adjustments with
a reliable zero-stop return.
The right-side windage dial
provides 10 MOA of adjustment
left and right of zero, while the
elevation dial offers nearly two full
rotations for 38 MOA of travel, which
Is enough to take a .308 past 1000
yards, depending on other factors.
Although marked as standard in
MOA, you can have custom-engraved
dials made specifically to match your
ballistics, hence the CDS name.

SpeedSet

These turrets now feature the SpeedSet
system, eliminating the need for tools
when zeroing the scope or setting
the zero-stop. A small spring-loaded
button unlatches the dial’s locking
lever, allowing you to lift it clear and
essentially ‘float’ it. Both dials are
easily removable, with no small parts
to lose, granting you access to the
central finger-adjustable blue rotor,
too, if you lift them off completely.

This provides up to 100 MOA of total
mechanical travel, making initial setup
straightforward, intuitive, and fast.

Precise clicks

Once your zero is precisely set and
the CDS dials are reinstalled, a simple
lift of the SpeedSet lever lets you
fine-tune adjustments incrementally,
without overshooting your settings.
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When illuminated, the TMOA reticle really stands out

You can pop the dial off to access all
100 MOA of mechanical

travel on either caxis

A throw lever is included

33

8145 1201

The windage is marked right and left of centre. |
Note the click values I

3

/ N\
Detail of the parallax dial and the push-button illumination control

L e .. YUY TV

Tr—
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Aluminium flip-up lens caps are included

It locks back in place instantly. In my
opinion, this represents the future of
turret design: functionally superb, even
If the precision machining involved is
costly. You can set up your turrets at
the range without fiddling with Allen
keys or worrying about misplacing
them or other removable components.

To infinity

The left-side parallax dial runs from 50
yards to infinity and offers crisp, reliable
focus. Reticle illumination is red,
controlled by a central rubber button on
the end of the parallax knobh. One press
activates it, and additional presses
cycle through eight brightness levels.
Once it reaches the brightest setting, it
flashes and cycles back down. Leupold’s
Motion Sensor Technology (MST)
automatically powers the reticle down
after five minutes of inactivity. A single
button press reactivates it at your
previously selected brightness level.
You can also turn it off manually with

a long press, but honestly, why bother?
The MST is effortless and extends

the battery life up to 1,600 hours on
low intensity. The CR2032 battery is
housed under a cap at the end of the
dial, which includes an integrated tool,
though fingertip removal is possible.

Don't tip it
A more subtle yet highly useful
feature is the integrated cant
indicator. If the rifle is not level, the
reticle will blink on and off until you
correct your aim, which is great for
long-range precision shooting.

The second focal plane TMOA
reticle provides hash marks across

LEUPOLD 4-24X52 VX-6HD GEN 2

all the stadia lines for windage and
elevation holds. Just remember that
being in the second focal plane means
accurate use of the reticle requires

a specific magnification setting.

The illumination is crisp, with
no flare or bleed, and remains
visible in both low light and
bright outdoor conditions.

The magnification is adjusted
smoothly and silently via the zoom
ring at the front of the ocular body,
and a throw lever is included for
quicker operation. Both ends of the
magnification range have defined stops,
with no sense of internal mechanical
movement. The eyepiece includes
fast-focus adjustment, and best of all,
eve relief only varies by 0.1" (2.54mm)
across the magnification range. Some
shooters may still associate Leupold
with variable eye relief, but this is
now a thing of the past and relates
only to older designs. The latest
optics are far more consistent.

Extend your horizons
Leupold promotes a professional-grade
optical system that claims “unmatched
lisht transmission”, and to my eyes,
the image remained delightfully
bright and consistent. There was no
stepped drop-off in light transmission
as magnification increased, just
smooth, linear progression. Low
magnification in daylight was brilliant,
and higher magnification in lower
lisht was still impressively usable.
Many scopes show abrupt brightness
changes; the VX-6HD does not.

| started using Leupold scopes
20 years ago and always found their

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER

mechanics reliable, but now they've
added optics that rival high-end
European models, finally combining
elite visual performance with proven
durability and mechanical innovation.

The usual guarantees
Naturally, Leupold guarantees that
their scopes will be waterproof,
fog-proof, and shockproof. Their
‘Guard-ion’ hydrophobic lens coating
effectively repels dirt and moisture,
helping keep your sight picture clear.

Conclusion
| think this scope reflects a stable
phase of design innovation and
practical usability without becoming
overcomplicated. The turrets offer
everything required, even for target
shooting, yet they haven't made the
scope too bulky or impractical for
dynamic hunting situations. The eye
relief is now stable at 95mm, with a
relaxed eyebox and fast, sharp reticle
focus at all times. However, this is an
expensive scope that can ill afford any
weak points, so | was pleased to find
It a genuinely enjoyable optic to use.
The VX-6 range offers some great
optics, with a variety of specifications
to suit your exact needs. The
3-18x56 would be my favourite for
cseneral hunting requirements over
mixed distances, with the greatest
licht admission area from the large
objective, even if the 50mm option
Is slightly more compact. em

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Leupold 6-24x52
VX-6HD Gen 2, CDS-SZL2

Reticle: TMOA, second
focal plane, illuminated

Weight: 740g
Eye Relief: 3.7-3.8"
Click Values: 1/4 MOA

Field of View: 23.1-4.8ft
@100 yards |/ 5.4-0.9°

Body Tube: 34mm
Minimum Focus: 50 yards
Length: 14.5" /| 368mm

Elevation Adjustment: 20
MOA per revolution

Total Elevation and Windage
travel: 100 MOA

Price: £3,350

Contact: Viking Arms -
www.vikingarms.com
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From clever damping levers to carbon-fibre legs,
Chris Parkin examines the technical mastery
behind Hill's quad stick design

> Quad sticks have hecome an essential companion
for almost every hunter, offering stable support for
standing shots, helping to clear crops and fences,
doubling as a walking aid, aiding in glassing, and
extending the effective range for precision shots.
Ernest Hill, long known as the go-to source
for air compressors and pumps for air rifles,
has applied its fluid engineering expertise to
develop a unique (patent-pending) variation of
quad sticks that offer breathtaking capability.
Quad sticks are all about stability, and Hill has
enhanced this with redesigned yokes that allow
greater lateral movement to track quarry. If the
target moves significantly, you can traditionally
lift one leg and reposition, but this often results
in tangled brambles, noise, or unstable footing.
Hill's ingenious solution incorporates a valve and
hydraulic damper into all four telescopic legs,
enabling silent, seamless panning 45 degrees left
or right, without needing to move your sticks’ feet.
It’s difficult to describe without a video, but in
use, the system is astonishingly versatile. Since
the legs are hydraulically linked and share fluid
volume, they extend and compress in perfect
harmony. This means the overall height of your
rifle remains constant while allowing smooth
lateral sway. At a range of 150m, the Hill sticks
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allow for a full 300m of lateral panning, which
Is an outstanding advantage in the field.

Engineering excellence
Looking at the construction, the quad sticks feature
carbon-fibre-reinforced Nylon 12 yokes at the top
of each leg. These include softer copolymer inlays
to grip your rifle’s fore-end or butt securely. A
high-visibility orange elastic cord keeps the front
and rear assemblies from spreading too far apart,
and each pair of legs ends with stainless steel
feet for traction on loose terrain. Rubber snap-on
covers are included for hard or rocky surfaces.

A brass lever at the top of each leg pair

controls damping. Turned fully left, the system
allows smooth, easy sway; swing it right, and the
damping tigchtens and then ultimately locks. This
Is ideal for leaning into the shot. This also allows
you to adjust for rifle weight, as heavy varminters
might benefit from increased resistance, whereas
lightweight stalking rifles may need less.

Proudly designed and manufactured in
Sheffield, the original Steel City, the Hill quad sticks
combine British craftsmanship with advanced
materials. Aluminium and carbon-fibre dominate
the construction, and the total weight comes in at
1,400¢g. This is slightly heavier than a full carbon-
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HILL QUAD STICKS

fibre competitor (with a fifth leg), but the internal
engineering complexity easily justifies the trade-
off. The sticks arrive well packaged, with a printed
manual and a QR code that links to an assembly
video, which takes around five minutes to follow.
It’'s important to note that the sticks don’t collapse
telescopically like some rivals. However, the legs
can be unscrewed for tight storage and travel.

The brass levers control
the damping valves to

How dicl they perform? meake panning lighter, firmer
Firstly, the rubberised leg clips help keep the sticks or totally locked
quiet and compact while walking, with the orange
cord further securing the assembly. The aluminium
joints house carbon-fibre tubes, which appear to
be securely bonded, something | always check.
Poor carbon/aluminium bonding is a common
failure point among cheap sticks and tripods,
but Hill's manufacturing quality is flawless.

Rubber O-rings at the joints help minimise
any rattle, and the screwed joints use Nyloc nuts
to prevent loosening. The height is controlled by
the spread angle of the legs, rather than staged
length adjustment. Initially, this feels unusual,
but the fluidity of motion quickly becomes

second nature. You can lean in or out, move your There are stainless steel spiked feet Rubber O-rings wrap the
feet, and maintain a natural body posture, yet for soft ground, with snap-on rubber carbon-fibre junctions to
covers for hard surfaces prevent any noise

the rifle follows your movement effortlessly.

To firm things up, simply nudge the brass
damping levers at the front, rear, or both. To lock the
system completely, swing the levers fully to the right
and return to a traditional fixed quad stick setup.

Switching targets
| set myself a specific challengeg, placing
realistically sized steel plates across a wide arc of
fire in the field. | fired a few shots with a .17HMR
CZ and a few more with a 6.5x55mm Mauser.
One had a wooden stock, the other synthetic,
and both fitted securely into the yokes.

| left the damping levers in the central position;
neither rifle is particularly lightweight, and | have
a realistic amount of size and strength to control
them. I'm probably average height at 5'11" and

The Nyloc nuts prevent
anything from coming loose

just blended into using the Hill sticks instantly. you simply take it for granted, much like how your

My taller friend, at 6'2", had a go. He simply drew body naturally adjusts without conscious effort.

the feet slightly closer together to increase the It’'s only when you stop to think about it that

height, and his expression immediately showed how you appreciate the innovation behind them.

naturally the sticks allowed him to aim and fire. These sticks are almost like a bionic aid - an

The steel feet lock into the ground. The legs are extension of your body. Simply superb.

light, but not too flexible, and the copolymer inlay Yes, they're relatively expensive, but in an age

on the Nylon 12 yokes grips the gun effectively. of fast fashion and cheap manufacturing, it's a
relief and a pleasure to see this level of design

Final thoughts excellence, technical sophistication, and build

The biggest advantage of Hill's hydraulic quads is quality. Long may it continue at Hill in Sheffield. am

that both front and rear yokes remain firmly on
the rifle, while the differential leg extension—via
fluid damping—accounts for all motion. | found
them remarkably stable when it mattered most.
The cleverness of the design almost fades into the

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Hill Quad Sticks
Price: £449.99
Contact: Hill - www.hillquadsticks.com

background; the system works so intuitively that _
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FIREARMS

A-TELC ENCEO-SILENCE

WWW.A-TEC.NO MADE IN NORWAY - DESIGN - EFFECT - QUALITY

The A-TEC H2 & H3: O RRISLENCES I

The H2 gives you 3 different 0

33 0BC

Highly effective and versatile silencer Clancers with standard o

diameter.

H2 is Hertz version 2 and replaces all our Hertz 4 # 2 MODULES

10925 MM

models. It has improved technology and it is very e 1525

27-23 DAL
£9.L MM

effective on the first round pop/cold barrel shot. 4 48 | 12 500
H2 is modular to give the user the option to 4 -

mountitasa 1, 2 or full 3-module version &5

1 MODULE
465 MM
165 MM
20-71 DBC
485 MM
260 GRAM

MM

ADDED LENGTH >
8

With the A-LOCK mini you attach
and detach your silencer with a short
! ._.. etwist using similara noun
rque as with regul: rﬂi'- (
 lite ral[y 35S than ]
y he durable esngn withstands
rﬂiun than regular threads

The A-LOCK mini is made to fit most threads so yo -

will not have to change the thread on your barrel

DISTRIBUTED BY |

Jackson RKifles

GM10.25/25

Trade enquiries: 01644 470223
GLENSWINTON, PARTON, CASTLE DOUGLAS DG7 3NL
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Hill
— I — Hill Hydraulic Quad Sticks allow you to keep your

crosshairs on a moving target, or pan across to
another target tracking its movement and waiting

for the perfect shot. QUICKLY SILENTLY SAFELY

S I I C Ks Our sticks allow you to track and follow targets

over large distances without having to move,
panning 45° Left and 45° Right covering 300m at
AlMe TRACIKFIRE ..qc of 150m

Using Hydraulic Technology the front and the rear
of the sticks can move together or independently
Sticks supporting both of each other giving a large smooth range of

the front and rear of the movement with the ability to lock the sticks in any

rifle is proven to enhance position before firing.

precision, assisting in

Shooting from Quad

accurate shot placement.

lhe Hill Quad Sticks give
you the ability fo follow

targets as they move
: . Hi Viz Toggle Rifles held securely Stainless Steel foot Protective Rubber caps
while I‘EEPIHQ your and Cord to help in Carbon Fibre spikes for secure for metal foot spikes
p{‘aﬁhf of aim keep track of reinforced Nylon stable grip on any and for quiet use in
: = your sticks 12 mounts terrain rocky terrain

GM10.25/31

hillquadsticks.com hillquadsticks.com
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Elevate Your Aim—
Explore Holosun Optics Today.

Unparalleled Precision for Every Shot!

www.holosun-optics.co.uk

Elegance Meets
Performance -
The Grand Power
MK23 X-Trim
Engineered for
excellence.

@ 01527 831 261

38 SHERWOOD ROAD
BROMSGROVE
BoO 5DR

WWW.GRANDPOWER.CO.UK

GM10.25/11



%,
"
L%

WEATHERBY ORION

4
b
§
N
8

SHOTGUN

Y

SRR

I.L".

NET / QCTOBER 2025

afl

R : i
R e .\\M\\\&\ Z

i’

>=
=
J

A

[ ]

Ll .&\ Hl. # :
7 Al
Firy __1\\.11..._-_

S8 100 GUNMART




WEATHERBY ORION

COUNTRY & SHOTGUN

Bruce Potts tests the Turkish-made Weatherby Orion
and discovers a dependable 20-bore with timeless
lInes and modern practicality

> The appeal of a classic side-hy-side
remains strong, but modern shooters
must now consider steel shot proof
compatibility to stay up to date. Many
also want the convenience of multi-
choke systems, which are standard
on most modern guns, yet prefer not
to spend too much. Finding a side-
by-side that meets these criteria for
under £1,000 can be tricky. This is
where the Weatherby Orion comes in.

Weatherby has a long-standing
reputation for sourcing firearms
beyond their magnum rifle remit,
re-badging them to meet customer
demand, whether you're after a
22LR semi-auto or a shotgun. Over
the years, many guns have proudly
carried the Orion name, originating
from Japan, Italy, and now Turkey.

Orion shotguns have always been
designed and regarded from the
outset as nho-nonsense workhorses,
offering solid performance, reliable
patterns, and dependable service
in the field at a fair price.

You can buy an Orion in either an
over-and-under configuration or, as
tested here, the side-by-side, and in
either 12 or 20-bore. The gun has a
timeless look and appeal that embodies
the traditional side-by-side, featuring

an English-style straight stock, splinter-
style fore-end, swamped rib, and double
triggers. The overall appearance is
deliberately workmanlike, with no shiny
side plates or unnecessary bling, and
the boxlock action is finished in a tough
black chrome finish. | like its unadorned
style — a good, solid, classically styled
double shotgun, retailing at £995.

Classic
The stock follows the ethos of a classic
English double, with straight stock
lines that suit the smaller frame of this
20-bore gun. Being Turkish, the wood
Is walnut, and in this case, it's a decent
grade with attractive grain and tiger
striping, with a deep, dark colouring.
Diamond chequering is applied to the
hand grip, as well as to the sides and
underside of the fore-end. The fore-end
follows the traditional splinter-looking
style, offering just enough support for
the leading hand while maintaining the
svelte lines so typical of a side-by-side.
Internally, it features the Anson
& Deeley lever-type mechanism for
fore-end removal, and the attachment
Is good and solid without any slack.
The overall finish of the walnutis
a polished oil, with a higher sheen
than usual, which really brings
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out the grain of the stock and
complements the more understated
matte black metalwork. Completing
the unassuming stock is a solid yet
pliable black rubber recoil pad that
shoulders cleanly without snagging.
The length of pull is just under 15,
measured from the front trigger blade.

Boxlock

Action-wise, this boxlock features

a black chrome finish, which |

have to say | personally really like.
There's no engraving or polished
pins, just a durable, hard-wearing
surface that won't reflect glare
when the sun catches it. The
Weatherby logo appears on the right
side, but it's tastefully applied.

Double triggers

Internally, the gun uses twin
articulated mechanical triggers,
allowing smooth and unimpeded
movement from the front trigger
(right barrel) to the rear one
(left barrel) during shooting.

Don't be put off by the double
trigger system, as it's intuitive to
use, and on this Orion it delivers very
cood, clean-breaking trigger pulls:
5lbs 8oz at the front and 5lbs 8.80z
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COUNTRY & SHOTGUN

at the rear, as measured with a Lyman
trigger gauge. That's impressively
consistent performance for a gun at
this price point, and ideal for delivering
a confident second shot. One of the
benefits of a double trigger is that you
don’t have to move a selector from left
to right to select your barrel of choice;
it's all at your fingertips, literally.

Safe and secure

There is a simple, tang-mounted, non-

automatic safety that moves forward

to fire and rearward to engage safe,

featuring a decent, round-gripped top.
| like the extended trigger guard

tang that runs along the wrist of

the stock, as it provides additional

strength, which is a sensible feature

on a slim, straight-grip design.
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WEATHERBY ORION

Built to last

Opening the Orion is done via a small
black-chromed lever with a lightly
chequered spade-shaped handle. It's
not stiff, but you can feel the built-in
longevity, making it a gun built for a
lifetime of shooting. The Orion does not
come with ejectors, so after firing, the
spent cartridge is lifted high enough
for easy removal by hand when the
action is opened, which offers a more
sedate and traditional way of shooting.

Barrels, rib, and chokes

Finally, the barrels have been built with
a good deal of thought. They are made
from steel, with a very concentrically
drilled bore that is chrome-lined for
longevity. The chambers are compatible
with both 234" and 3" cartridges, and

SR
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this is clearly marked on the barrels
along with "“Yildiz Turkiye”. They are
also proofed for steel shot, which is
a requirement these days and helps
keep the side-by-side design alive.
But best of all is the use of the
extended Yildiz chokes, which come as
standard in Skeet, Improved Cylinder,
Modified, Improved Modified, and
Full, so all bases are covered. They are
2.5" long, with a bright blue ring at
the top, and clearly marked with the
choke restriction size. Each one can
be screwed in and out easily by hand.
Keeping with the classic side-
by-side vibe, the Orion features a
swamped centre rib above the barrels,
which are joined by silver welding.
| really like the rib, as not only is
It a traditional swamped design in

/
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keeping with the best English guns,
but the concave shape means it sits
low, ensuring it does not obscure
your view or the target. The single
bead at the muzzle naturally draws
the eye towards the aim point.

Field Test

The Orion is a very easy side-by-

side to shoot well. It comes to the
shoulder naturally and effortlessly,
and seems to allow you to track game
effectively. Combined with its well-
proportioned 28" barrels and a weight
of just 6.5lbs, it is ideally suited as a
walkabout gun or a rough-shooter’s
delight, and it also works well for
smaller-framed game shooters. The
oiled stock is practical for tougher use

and wet conditions, as it can simply be

The black chrome finish is both preacticeal and stylish, with the Weatherby name picked out in gold

WEATHERBY ORION

wiped down at the end of the day and
treated with a little more oil to keep
it looking like new and weatherproof.

With good gun fit comes
manageable and mild recoil, and
that was certainly the case with the
Orion. Even with Zenith cartridges,
which can be rather ‘playful’, a follow-
up shot was easily delivered while
the Orion remained on aim and in
swing. The balance is also very good,
with the pivot point positioned just
in front of the receiver, making an
already light gun feel even lighter,
which is a very welcome trait.

| shot the right barrel, fitted
with the 142 choke, at pattern boards
at our usual 30-yard distance to
assess the performance of three
different 20-bore loads. | also tested

;
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the more open chokes for close-
range work, just out of interest.

First up was the Eley Zenith
cartridge, which uses a 70mm case.
This load comprises 28g of No.6 CU
shot with a fibre wad, representing
a good choice for game shooting.
I've used this load many times and
have always found it to perform well

COUNTRY & SHOTGUN

downrange, producing tight patterns.

That proved true again, with a total

of 233 pellets striking the 30" board.

There was no clumping of shot, as
you'd expect from the CU-washed
pellets, and 173 of those pellets land
within a tight 15" spread, leaving
virtually no gaps. The remaining 60
were more concentrated towards
the top of the pattern. That’s an
excellent result from a 20-bore

The splinter-type
fore-end is very
classic, as is the
Anson & Deeley
retaining catch

ed
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I like the simple, classic lines, but being proofed for

steel shot and supplied with extended chokes brings

the Orion bang up to date

The Eley Zenith cartricdge procduced a tight,
dense, and evenly spread pattern,
demonstrating excellent performeance

-

CANGA

l Hull’'s Driven Grouse load clso procduced
excellent patterns down-range canc hit
R [1c1rcl without heavy recoil

L -
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cartridge by any standard, meaning |
would confidently recommend it for
game, pigeon, or vermin shooting.
Next up was Hull Cartridge
Company’s Driven Grouse load,
comprising 25g of copper-
washed No.6 pellets ina 67mm
case. This cartridge delivers
a hard-hitting, ballistically
superior pellet downrange, with no
clumping and good, tight patterns.
It also features a fibre wad, and
once again, the results were
impressive, with a total of 195
pellets striking the 30" board
at 30 yards. The pattern was
slightly raised, with 120
iInner hits within the 15"
circle and the remaining
75 pellets distributed
around the upper edge of
the 30" board. Overall,
this cartridge produced
a solid pattern and
was very mild to
shoot, making it
well suited to
all forms of
shotgun quarry.

There is no auto safety
or ejectors on this gun,

making it simple to use
and all the more appeacdling

106 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 204

Detail of the extended trigger guard tang.

The well-proportioned welnut stock
is comfortable and well finished

Conclusion

Weatherby Orion by name and Yildiz
underneath, this shotgun carries the
character of a true Weatherby, bringing
together the best of both companies.
The Orion is certainly better than many
cheap side-by-sides and is a solidly
built gun with excellent reliability,
capable of producing impressive
patterns. Offering very good value for
money, it is well worth considering

If you're looking for a nimble, well-
made 20-bore side-by-side. am

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: \Weatherby Orion

Calibre: 20-bore on test,
12-bore also available

Barrel Length: 23" (29"
including choke)

Overall Length: 46.5"
Weight: 6.5|bs
Length of Pull: 14 85"
Price: £995

Contact: ESR Distribution -
www.esrdistribution.co.uk
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Chichester Armoury

43 West Street Chichester PO19 1RP

USED 12G OVER & UNDER USED 20G OVER & UNDER
Benelli 828U Black £1,495 Beretta 686 S £895

Beretta 682 Gold E 1,345 | Beretta 686 Silver Pigeenl —  £1395

Beretta 686 Silver Pigeon 1 £1,195 Beretta 686 Silv er Pigeon 1 | | £1,295

Beretta EELL Dlamond Pigeon £3,495 Beretta 687 £895

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Beretta Ultraleggem £1.795 KOF S SCEPTRE £445

Blaser F3 Vantage £3,695 Mirokn =~ MK60GrS  £2305

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

= = £1145 RlZZlIll tniuacs o Regal s ———- £4}450

Browmng B425 Grade 1 £895 Yildiz Pro Black Grade 4 £1,195

Browning  BS25 Crown T g3a50 17C SEMLAUTOMATICS

Lrowamg BS2S Liberty Light ~ £1,695 | Benelli Raffacllo PowerBore  ~ £95
Browning B525 Prestlge £1.395 Benelh Raffaello Super Sport £995

B Sy £1.495 i G ey oA A

Browning _B725 Pro Sport £2495 | Beretta  A3000utlander  £695

Bmwnmg ~ Citori £793 Beretta A400 Xcel o - £1925

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Fabarm Axis £1,095 Browning Maxus Camo £795

Franchi MHarier e RA9S Fabarm LIOHH38£395

The silencer is currently supplied with a 12 gauge choke tube to fit one of the following choke systems:

Mobilchoke (Beretta, Benelli, Franchi, etc.) Invector Plus (Winchester, Browning)
Crio Plus (Benelli M2) Optima HP (Beretta)
Invector (Mossberg, older Winchesters, Weatherby) Remington (870, 1100)

—

DISTRIBUTED BY

Jackson Rifles

WG.25/WGN29

Trade enquiries: 01644 470223
GLENSWINTON, PARTON, CASTLE DOUGLAS DG/ 3NL
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FIELD-TESTED
FAVOURI

BRUCE POTTS HEADS INTO
THE FIELD WITH ELEY'S
PIGEON HV, A FIBRE-WADD
LOAD CRAFTED FOR FAST-
PACED PIGEON ACTION

> It’'s always good to have a choice when buying
anything, but selecting the right ammunition for
a gun can be both time-consuming and expensive.
While having plenty of options appeals to me, as it's
something | enjoy, there are times when you just
want to grab a gun, some cartridges, and head into
the woods or the field for a good day’s shooting.
That's exactly what Eley Hawk has done with its

[T
U

Pigeon HV (High Velocity) cartridges, which have can achieve a firm and reliable grip. The case
been deliberately produced in a single shot size, design is intended to perform reliably in any
weight, and wad combination. Every component shotgun configuration, with particular emphasis
Is the result of thorough field testing with pigeon on semi-automatics, which explains its popularity
shooting experts and Eley’s ballistic team, resulting among shooters who favour this style of gun.
iIn a cartridge designed for fast-flying, twitchy
woodies, with impressive knockdown power. Internal components and performance

Prices vary, but typically £366 Internally, Eley’s 1009 Signature Primer is made
buys you 1,000 rounds. from the highest-quality materials to deliver one

of the most consistent primers available today,

Cartridge construction and external because consistency begins with the primer. Get this
features right and you'll achieve clean, sustained, and reliable
As | alluded to earlier, Eley Hawk has loaded ignition, allowing the rest of the propulsion cycle
this cartridge with a single option: 32g of No.6 to operate smoothly. In addition, Eley’s primers are
shot with a fibre wad in a 70mm case. Let's weather-resistant, ensuring dependable ignition in
take a closer look, as I'm a fan of the packaging, all conditions, whether hot, cold, wet or freezing.
which offers a simple yet effective visua As for the powder, to achieve high velocity—
representation of the quarry it’s intended for. particularly with a 32g payload of lead shot—Eley

The green case is Eley Hawk’s own HDPE (High- uses PSB 2 powder. This is a low-smoke’ smokeless
Density Polyethylene) design, which is fully recyclable propellant produced by MAXAM, well known among .
and helps reduce any environmental impact. Its manufacturers and reloaders for its consistency g
vivid green colour stands out clearly, with the load and precision. It has a grey-green colour, is cut 3
details printed on the shallow, ribbed surface. The iInto small flakes, and is a single-based propellant
usual six-star crimp is cleanly executed to keep out made with high-nitrogen-content nitrocellulose.
moisture and dirt, while also providing sufficient It is designed for high velocities and delivers a
back pressure to ensure proper powder ignition. consistent burn thanks to the use of the correct

At the other end is a 12mm-high brass head with a  additives and stabilisers during manufacture. The
well-defined rim, ensuring that the various extractor result is an advertised velocity of 1,377fps, offering

claws used by different shotgun manufacturers excellent reach for fast-paced, elusive pigeons or
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crows, while still feeling smooth to shoot.
This is especially true in a semi-automatic,
though it remains comfortable in a double
as well. The low-smoke formulation also
allows for quicker second-shot acquisition
without your view being obscured.
Continuing the consistency theme, the
HV's fibre wad is also carefully considered.
It features a 4mm card powder-sealing
wad followed by 16mm of tightly packed
fibre in a single section. This ensures a
snug fit across a range of barrel dimensions
and promotes a consistent powder burn,
while also protecting the pellets from
damage during initial ignition. This non-
disintegrating construction should not be
underestimated, as it delivers impressively

consistent and tight patterns for a fibre wad.

Finally, the No. 6 shot, when examined,
Is just as expected: all are bright and
shiny, with very few, if any, dented
pellets. This level of quality helps to
maintain even patterns downrange.

Using the %z choke, we counted 287 hits,

SIGN-UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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This combination of components
has macle Eley’s Pigeon HV cartridge
very popular with pigeon shooters

In the field

One of the great things about the Eley Pigeon
HV cartridge is that it comes in just one weight,
pellet size, and wad, so there's no need to worry
about changing between different combinations.
It’'s particularly well suited to semi-automatic
shotguns, so | tested it in a Charles Daly 601 with
the 14 and then the 14 choke fitted, as usual, on
the pattern boards. Recoil was very mild, which
Is ideal for pigeon shooting from a cramped
hide, and follow-up shots were a breeze.
Pattern-wise, | have to say that some
of these cheaper guns have performed
surprisingly well during testing. Today was
no exception. With the ¥4 choke fitted, we
recorded 230 pellet strikes on the board,
showing a very uniform distribution, with
103 hits in the inner circle and 127 in the
outer. All pellets struck centrally and spread
evenly outwards, so any slight variation in
pigeon flight or a misjudged swing would still
result in enough lethal pellets on target.
Switching to the tighter Y2 choke gave us 57
more pellet strikes, bringing the total to 287
hits in the 30" circle, with 121 in the inner
area and 166 in the outer. It was another
excellent pattern, slightly denser overall,
and ideal for longer-range, faster pigeons,
crows, or branch-hopping squirrels.

Conclusion

At £366 per 1,000 (guide), these cartridges
are reasonably pricey by today’s standards,
but you are paying for Eley’s years of
expertise. If you're looking for a fast,
hard-hitting pigeon load that patterns

very well, then this is the cartridge.

Contact:
Eley Hawk - www.eleyhawkltd.com
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o
Jonny Carter
shares the story
enind acquiring
. his-dream
y Holland & Holland
.: Roval and putting

It to the test In
the field

#u
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> Each of us has a shortlist of guns we dream of owning
one day. For many, this is based on looks; for others,

it's performance; and for some, it might be a gun they
know will be handed down one day. For me, that list of
'srail guns’ is a little longer than is perhaps healthy, and
mostly features guns that are, and will likely remain,
financially out of reach for me for the rest of time.

My list includes a bit of everything, including a few
side-by-sides, such as a Boss single trigger, a Grant
side-lever with 30” Damascus barrels, and, of course,
the inevitable Holland & Holland Royal. Through luck
and good fortune, | added a Royal to my collection
last year, and it’s this gun that I'm testing today.

New, the Royal costs well over six figures. However,
a second-hand example is a little more attainable, with
bargain/project guns starting at £3,000 to £4,000, and
a nice one sitting at around £8,000 to £12,000. Mine
was a right-place, right-time private purchase from
someone retiring. It’s neither perfect nor original, but
those are things I'm happy with, given my income.

This version has a 1922 action, which is
considered one of the best periods of gunmaking,
but it was rebarrelled by H&H in the 1980s,

a time considered one of the poorest.

The maker then restocked it in the 1990s

to complete this time-travel mash-up.

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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COUNTRY & SHOTGUN

Heritage and craftsmanship

The Royal first appeared in the H&H stable in
1885, and by the early 1890s, it had evolved
iInto something closely resembling the modern
sun. One of the only changes was the addition
of a self-opening system in the 1920s.

It is the quintessential London sidelock side-by-
side, with a strong yet sleek-looking square bar action.
My gsun features the legendary and much-copied house
scroll. It is bolder than most other makers’ classic
rose-and-scroll designs, with full-coverage acanthus.
It's undeniably beautiful, and | can’t help but think that
in the modern world of bolder engraving, it holds its
own better than the Purdey or Boss house patterns.

The new stock is a lovely piece of walnut with
an appealing 15" length of pull, with 1.25" and 2.25"
drops. It also features 1" of cast, which is good for
me, and is done all the way from the back of the
action, with a slight bend in the top and bottom
tangs. | always admire the skill this takes.

Being an H&H, the stock is done in the traditional
diamond grip style. This means that the hand of the
csun is not fully rounded, but comes out to a smooth
point on the sideg, creating a diamond profile.

Whether this is more comfortable or not will
depend on the user, but the skill of doing this and the

-

OCTOBER 2025 7/ GUNMART.NET 109



heritage that comes with it are the
things that make this gun special. The
butt is finished with chequering and,
although | could do with another inch
of length, | am loath to change it.

Light barrels, lively feel

The barrels measure 28" and have the
name and address stamped on the
tubes. If | didn’t have the paperwork
for the rebarrel, | would have sworn
they were done by another maker, as
the stamping is hideous next to the
hand-engraving on the rib. They were
made to be lightweight, which, in the
case of side-by-side barrels, generally
means reduced wall thickness.

Most modern guns have barrel
walls between 30 and 42 thousandths
of an inch thick. This gun was made
with 22-thou walls, which is right
on the recommended minimum. It
passed proof and is safe, but I'll be
careful with the non-lead ammo |
feed it. These thin barrels are part of
what makes this gun affordable, so in
a way, | am happy they are that way.

The barrels do handle extremely
well, which is a massive positive.
They are livelier than | would usually
choose, but during my outings with
this gun, | have discovered that
they are effective when | adjust my
aggressive left-hand movements.

The chokes are Skeet and %3,
which I've found more than adequate
for average-distance quarry.

More than just a gsun
Overall, this gunisn’t original, but
it is a H&H, and the modifications
add to the richness of the history
that it represents. It took me a
while to want to shoot it, as | didn't
want to ruin the romance if we
didnt get on in the field. Thankfully,
over the course of last season, we
made some lasting memories.

When the opportunity to shoot
grouse in Scotland arose, | knew it
was time for this gun to come with
me. The first step was to get to
Barbury for a few shots, just to make
sure it was actually working, and
then the following week, | made the
long trip north to the Highlands.

| have had the privilege of
shooting grouse before, but never
in Scotland, so this was a special
occasion, and it did seem fitting to
celebrate this with a special gun.




HOLLAND & HOLLAND ROYAL

This is a consideration | have seen ingrained in the

USA, and one | am seeing more and more here.
The gun you choose to take and shoot is as

Important a facet of the day as the place you

go to and the species you are after. Dwelling

on this choice a little more than | once did

Is turning into a bit of a thing for me.

Moments to remember

The day went well, and | lent the gun to a dear friend
to shoot his first grouse with, but come lunchtime,

| had it back in my hands. Within a few hundred

yards, a covey of three grouse rose and, clocking a
cock bird at the lead of the pack, | locked on, pulled
away, and dropped him into the thick heather. A black
Labrador swiftly bounded after it over the riseg, picking
it up with ease and returning it to its master by my
side. This was a moment | will remember forever.

The next outing was an equally memorable
experience. For reasons that | will likely never
understand, | had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to experience a day of driven wild birds in the south
of England. Wild bird shoots and their management
have been an obsession of mine since | went to

SIGN UP FOR GUN MART UPDATES: GUNMART.NET/NEWSLETTER
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
Name: Holland & Holland Royal
Calibre: 12-bore
Barrel Length: 23"

Weight: Glbs 140z

Length of Pull: 14 5/8”
Chokes: Fixed (Skeet and 1/4)
Price: £6,000 (second-hand)

Contact: Holland & Holland -
www.hollandandholland.com

Sparsholt many years ago, and | was glad it had
taken so long for this day to come. Any earlier, and
| don't think | would have fully appreciated it.

Conditions on the day were thick and foggy, and
| opted to shoot the first drive with a 28-bore over-
and-under. One pheasant came my way and went into
the bag, but it was soon evident that these wild birds
were more robust than their released counterparts.
The H&H came out for the rest of the day.

We lined out for the second drive, 30 yards off a
thick and well-managed hedgerow. One or two birds
flicked to my left and right, until finally a covey of wild
red-legged partridges starburst in front of me. Revelling
in every wingbeat, | moved my foot to my left and
waited for a bird to go through the line before letting
the gun fly. All | remember was the bang, the bird
falling 50 yards behind the line, and a sense that this
was more special than all the reared birds in the world.

Verdict

| may not have used it a lot, but | am glad that this
gun is with me. Together, we have made special
days more special, and if that isn't reason enough
to invest in one, | don't know what is. am
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ACCESSORIES

A NIKKI-F STIRLING RIFLE scope 4-16x50
mag side parallax 30mm tube. In good
condition save for the normal weadr marks.
It's an excellent scope which is now surplus
to requirements. £70.00 07812 567157
(Pick up only from Dudley West Midland)

AERON CZ FX FIELD Target Stock. The Field
Target stocks dre a great addition to the
FX Dreamline or Streamline. Like new, high
quality and not only dre they very functional
but they
comfortable to shoot without aclding a lot
of weight. THIS IS NOT A COMPLETE GUN.
THIS IS JUST THE CHASSIS STOCK. Only
Compatible with FX Streamline & Dreamline
Classic. £325 07771531042 (Wiltshire)

look damazing. extremely

SIGHTRON SIIISS 10-50X60 30MM target
scope In excellent condition cost £1300
first £900 takes it 07974611638 (Yorkshire,
West Riding) BOXX gun cabinet (H 182.5 x
W 35.5 x D 25.5cm) with two sets of three
keys and bolts, has d hole in the top where
d light was removed, collection only from
Hayes on d first-come, first-served basis
with d negotiable price, pledase call Martin
on 07814 556246. (Middlesex)

KRAL PUNCHER BREAKER WOOD stock.
Discover scope 3x12x44 side focus Max
800 hardcase with foam lining Caldwell 7
rest Many dccessories £400 07852351976
(Manchester)

WEBLEY & SCOTT VULCAN .177 Air Rifle.
4x32 sight. probably bought some time
in the 1980s dnd was used a few times to
shoot rabbits in the garden and that's all it
was used. £100 07803365133 (Surrey)

FX DRS .177 GRADE 2 wadlnhut stock
hawk scope moderator
condition. £850 pasib@ychoo.co.uk
(Northamptonshire)

case excellent

LEE ENFIELD SENTRY 2 0.22 cdllibre full legall
power this hds scopes, bi pod, rabbiting
torch with optional mouth switch so
hands free operation and laser dot sights
both rechargedble with box and charger
dlso inclucles whip for refill and full set
of spare sedls and tin of pellets and gun
slip pdid £750 only shot 20 pellets ready
to use. Asking £350 ono 07708710913

(Staffordshire)

: f-“‘% "WATC

LEE ENFIELD 177 BB rifle smly with
bayonet in box lran new never fired with 2
extra magdzines and | have d m1 cdrbedn
with bayonet 2 extra magazines new it box
never fired £350 each gun. 07485172543
(Kent)

KUB PRESTIGE 22 AIR rifle. Recently
serviced. Selling with carry bag and dair
filling probe. £100.00 linz906@hotmcil.com
(Devon)

BEEMAN P-17, GREAT CONDITION, only
been shot about 15 times in total - had to
move out so no garden to use it in, hence
selling. Comes with a can of Diablo Excct
pellets. £75.00 07933282588 (Cheshire)

DAYSTATE PULSAR , COMES with original
haird case in excellent condition. £1000.00
07533288885 (Worcestershire)

ATA AIRBORNE 177 PRE charged
pneumacatic, Walnut stock, 3d printed bcarrel
band including bipod mount, Bipod (no
major brand), 6x24x50 Scope (no madjor
brand), 3x magazines (Ixoriginal, 2x3d
printed ones), Will come with tin of pellets.
Sling screw on front. All works cis it should,
bought in January but it just isn't getting
used so just gathering dust. Quite happy
for buyer to test. £375 07395550369
(Warwickshire)

WEIHRAUCH HW99S, SPECIFICATION:
CALIBER - .22, Overdll Length - 1050mm,
Barrel Length - 410mm, Power - Approx 11.5
ft/lbs, Weight - 3.2kg, £250. 07768615386
(Hampshire)

THEOBEN SLR 98 THUMB stock in 177.
Very rare now in 177. This rifle comes with
magazine adnd single shot loading tray.
Simmons white classic scope in 3.5 10x50.
Flambeau hard carry case. £2000 ono.
marknelsonces@live.co.uk (Lancashire)

WIERAUCH HWI10O0OKT COMES WITH 2
magazines hawke scopes bipod 12 litre
divers bottle with 2 year test and is full
with brand new whip dlso comes with
nite scopes brand new never usecd £850.
07707303993 (Cheshire)

BSA R10 SE REGULATED 177 £200
Paulwright1l65@btinternet.com (Dorset)

UMAREX COLT M4 CARBINE, Full power,
break barrel spring air rifle, 177 Pellet. Great

condition, looks like new, boxed, plus carry
case.£150 07749825736 (Devon)

CROSMAN NITRO VENOM DUSK break
barrel gas ram dir rifle in immaculate
condition with noise suppressor, telescopic
sight, and gun bag, £100, buyer collects,
email jahooli@protonmail.com (Sussex).

BROCOCKGHOST.177 AIR rifle with a 10-40
lImmersive Optics scope, bipod, carbon fibre
silencer, three magadzines, and d new 12Itr
charging kit, as new having only fired 50
pellets, £1,000 no offers, call 07962929688
(Yorkshire, West Riding).

Houes? g
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S400 CLASSIC .177 WITH Rhino scope, d
gredit rifle in good condlition that shoots well,
£500, call 07737188020 (Sussex).

FAMILY BUNDLE INCLUDING A PCP Milbro
177 Guardian with pump, a 177 CO2
Crossman rifle with scope and bag, a CO2
BB M29 8" .44 Magnhum with a small dent,
cnd a CO2 BB Crossmcan Phantom pistol, alll
lboxed and like new, £500, call 07825153376
(Yorkshire, West Riding).

AIR ARMS S510 WALNUT cadrbine for sale cis
ad complete outfit, including a scope, bipod,
new Air Arms Q-Tec silencer, and a S-litre
bottle tested until 2029, £775.00, emaiil
woodse9@ntiworld.com (Kent).

WEIHRAUCH HW100 KT .22 cdlibre rifle
in excellent condition, complete with two
magazines, d bipod, and d gun sleeve,
£750, call 07743 864007 (Berkshire); an ciir
bottle is also available with a test date to be
confirmed.

BENJAMIN AMADA .22, AR15 replica, dir
rifle. Hardly used with original scope,tripod,
10 shot mag, tripod and lux pacdded bag.
Great condition. £445. 07890 382226
(Shropshire)

BSA CENTENARY AIRSPORTER 575 only
1000 produced. Never been out of the box,

unwrapped or fired. All accessories ownedl
from new. £875 01189 734 868 (Berkshire)

STEYRFT 110 PNEUMATIC air rifle 0.177 with
pressure regulator to get the max LEGAL
power from therifle. This is in dbsolute MINT
condition Now cost £3,300. For sale £2,300
Lodds of caccessories dlso for scle plecse
ask. LBM379@A0LCOM (East London)

BSA MK1 AIRSPORTER AND Cacdet major.
£165, £85 01189734868 (Berkshire)

MK23 AIRSOFT PISTOL FULL upgrade.Maple
leaf crazy jet barrel. Bucking, Handront D cover.
H plate. external Hop adjustment. Short silencer.
V38.Rapid Retention holster. 2 Magazines. £150
incl. Postage. 07748228961 (Kent)

CROSSMAN 22 AIR PISTOL, red dot scope
and silencer. Three yeadrs old bought from

new. A good cledn pistol. No iron sight on
front. £80.00 07771860790 (Surrey)

GAMO MAXXIM ELITE MULTISHOT 22 Air
Rifle As new with scope adnd rifle bag. Less
than 50 pellets through it. Superb. £250
07496900027 (Radnorshire)

KRAL PUNCHER KNIGHT .177 - black +
dccessories: hard case, suppressor, gas
refil tank ( full ) with hose. Only been out of
the box a handful of times, and used even
less. Reluctantly selling £700.00 Olly_Ifs@
outlook.com (Micldlesex)

COLLECTION OF 4 JUNIOR air rifles and air
pistols includes umarex mod 45 gamo delta
marlin lever action dand hatsan mod 25 air
pistol all are in 177 cal dll are nearly new
with boxes. 07845647416 (Staffordshire)
Gamo coyote dir rifle, black polymer stock,
22 cdlibre moderator in great condition

£300.00. 01612485508 (Mcanchester)

GAMO GX250 STILL NEW bought for
grandson but not interested has scope
and silencer plus d new pump £300 phone
07597172641. (Nottinghamshire)

BRAND NEW JTS AIRACUDA Air Rifle. Never
Shot as never got the chdnce to. Comes
with Small air bottle for refill, slip, pellets,
single shot and multi shot mag, Also
included is Vector Veyron 4-16x44 FFP
illuminated MPR-V5 0.1 MRAD 30mm scope
& mounts 07368532913 (Wiltshire)

BSA R12 CLX PRO CARBINE 177, never
been fired numerous dccessories sling, gun
cabinet, gun bag, dirmx scopes 4-16x44,
4-16x50, mounts , charging comjpressor
numerous pellets, air gun oll, silicone gun
grease. offers poc Ccall: 07836204282 (Fife)

SNOWPEAK M25 .22 CALIBRE comes with
scope PCP, Bolt action, 2 years old Cdll:
07542 981566 (Derbyshire)

REMIMEX MITO S IN 177, fantastic, very
cdccurate tactical-style pistol with shoullder-
stock. Fantastic back garden, quick-shot
plinker. Just 2 years old and very good
condition. Included the fitted Iaser-clot
sight, 1 magazine, 1 single-shot adapter, 1
tin of pellets, carry-caise, targets, paperwork
AND a gun-bag that fits this gun perfectly
- took me ages to find this case. This has
had dround 4-5 tins of pellets through it,
cledned, kept oiled and nice. Bargdin, come
cnd test. Full pics available 07804619414
(S.Yorks)

AIR ARMS GALAHAD SR, .22, Bedch stock, |
believe Discovery ED 6-24x50 SFIR Scope.
Both are in very good condition and working
order. Includes x1 Magazine, d refill thingy A
tin of .22 pellets. A soft gun bag OR d hard
case the choice is yours. Call: 07736000965
(Yorkshire, West Ricling)

SHOTGUNS

ATA 20 BORE SLIVERLINE top of the range
30" badrrels multi choke shot less than 150
shells brought as spare gun £600 phone no
texts on 07597172641 (Nottingham)

BROWNING MEDALIST 12G MULTI choke
sporter 28" barrels. Very good condition
£200 07860588990 (Camlridgeshire)

DISARMED 12 BORE SHOTGUN Anson,
adlso 3 bore garden gun Victor, unwanted
inheritance both in wall display case. Must
be 100 + yedrs old. £300 07771592000
(Leicestershire) Rizzini 20 Bore Round Bodly
Deluxe, usudlly £7395.00 new, for sadle at
£4250.00, call 01634 730700 (Kent).

AYA YEOMAN 12-BORE OVER-AND-UNDER
shotgun, £150.00, cdll 07514 015424
(Hertfordshire).

HERE HIRST
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WEBLEY & SCOTT .410 single-shot bolt-
action shotgun, £100.00, call 07514 015424
(Hertfordshire).

20 BORE SHOTGUN CARTRIDGES for scle,
dpproximately 300, number 6 and 7's, all
boxed and good quality makes. Valid SGC
required. Offers.07806771238 (Derbyshire).

WEBLEY & SCOTT 12 bore. Built 1970s
based on Beretta S56E, 27" bdrrels, 14.5
LOP. Good overdll condition. One of the
first shotguns with Teague chokes - one
set knurled extended chokes and set flush.
Prefer FTF Bristol ared. £295.00 07579
027057 Somerset

BROWNING B725SPORTER 32IN WITH
palm swell and invector DS choke tulbes.
Comes with case dnd shotcam. £1100 ovno

07521160297 (Warwickshire)

AIMPOINT MICRO S-1 FOR d shotgun. Boxed
with instructions hardly used. £350.00 o.n.0
Contact.  juliepetersl23@btinternet.com
(Hampshire)

BROWNING 425 MULTI CHOKE with all 5
chokes, 12b over and under sporter 28 inch
barrels, mint condlition. £750 07800882838
(Yorkshire, West Ricling)

BERETTA A400 XTREME PLUS. This is ds
new condition and has a 10 year warranty
that is in place and coesn't need to be
transferred (checked with GMK). 301"
Barrels with o raisec rib, Black Model
with the kick off system, Comes boxed
complete with shims, Extension spccers
and 4 boxed chokes (Basicclly everything
that comes with it if bought from new). Gas
port cleaning brush that attaches to a drill
included. Safety breech flag. Will even throw
IN a cadrtridge collector stick to whoever
buys. £1195 07402686875 (Essex)

WILLIAMS & POWELL (LIVERPOOL) 16G
s/s dt boxlock n/e Lovely gun by d very rare
maker. Willicms and Powell were a Liverpool
maker in the 1800's producing very high
quality guns. This is one of their buclget
priced pieces but is still a very well macdle
gun in excellent condition with many years
of life left. At 61/4 |b weight it's really fast
handling and just as capable of killing game
at the same distances as a comparable 12G
but a lot edsier on the shoulder. 28" barrels,
Choked 1/4, 1/2, 141/4" pull. £120 o.n.o.
smpdesign@hotmail.co.uk (Abercdeenshire)

3 SHOT SEMI AUTO escort magnum in
camo with set of chokes 12 gauge side
by side bakal 500 cartridges game bag
and 3 gun cabinet sold as a job lot £300
07946170598 (Dumfriesshire)

BROWNING Al 12G £50, 12g cdB hammer
gun £50, Cooey 410 sb 3 inch magnum£20,
Q7778 401828 (Berkshire)

SUPERB AS NEW CONDITION Silver Pigeon
3 Limited Edition Game. Number 173 of only
500 made. Highly figured walnut stock with
silver oval and Beretta wdlnut butt plate.
Originadl makers case with dccessories.
Full set of multi-chokes. £2,100.00.
07973619201 (Derbyshire)

WINCHOKE SCREW IN CHOKES x3. Imp Cy/l,
Cyl, Imp Cyl, Photo on request. Excellent
used order £30 plus postage dll 3. 07923
379655 Paypadl or Cash on collection TF11-8
(Shropshire)

BLASER IN 308, ZIESS 3-12x56
scope,(illuminated) Blaser flight case, quick
relecise Bldser scope mounts and a Blaser
rifle sling. £3,500 07824336587 (Kent)

SCHMIDT AND BENDER PM2 p3/Milcdot,
4-16x50 with butler creek lense covers, steel
34mm rings,Sdko steel weaver mounts and
Schmidt & bender sunshade. All in good
condition some small cosmetic madrks,used
good condition. £1500 ono. 07720345680
(Staffordshire)

SAUER 202 243. AS new, has only had
around 50 bullets through it. Scope is
Schmidt & Bender 3-12-50. £1200 ono.
07973 618458 (Sussex)

GARAND 30.06 STRAIGHT PULL Rifle for
sdle Excellent condition. FAC only comes
with 8round clips. £500 ono 01405815753
(Yorkshire, West Ridling)

RUGER 10/22 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLE
with a stainless barrel and scope having
fired dbout 500 rounds, £300, emdil
steve.338lap@outiook.com (Kent).

RUGER .45 STAINLESS BLACK powcler
muzzle-loading pistol having fired dbout
120 rounds, £350 ono, endiil steve.338lap@
outlook.com (Kent).

ACCURACY INTERNATIONAL PALAMASTER
308 rifle with a stdinless barrel, die set,
cases, dand hedds having fired about 460
rounds, £850, emadiil steve.338lap@outlook.
com (Kent).

S.M.LE ENFIELD .303 RIFLE with die
set, cases, dnd heads, £500, email
steve.338lap@outlook.com (Kent).

BRNO .375 H&H RIFLE with scope, dlie set,
cases, and heads having fired 240 roundls,
£350, email steve.338lap@outlook.com
(Kent).

SAKO 7MM MAGNUM RIFLE with a very
heavy stdinless barrel, die set, cases, and
heads having fired 100 rounds, £900, emdiil
steve.338lap@outiook.com (Kent).

RUGER 25-06 ACKLEY IMPROVED rifle with
a stainless heavy barrel, dies, cases, heads,
and scope having fired 160 rounds, £950
ono, emdil steve.338ldp@outlook.com
(Kent).

CUSTOM RUGER G6MM PPC rifle with
stainless heavy barrel, die set, cases, heads,
scope, dnd press having fired 135 rounds,
£1150 ono, emdil steve.338lapoutiook.
com (Kent).

BUSHMASTER .223 RIFLE WITH die set,
cases, heads, and scope having fired about
450 rounds, £450 ono,emalil steve.338lap@
outlook.com (Kent).

STATE ARMS .50 RIFLE with a very heavy
barrel, die set, cdses, hedds, case trimmer,
and press having fired cbout 150 rounds,
£1400 ono, emdil steve.338lapoutiook.
com (Kent).

243 INTERARMS MARK X, black composite
stock (plus original wood stock in good
condition). Complete with Atec moderator,
bipod, sling and Bushnell 3-9x40 scope.
Groups well with Norma 58gm but dlso
good with 90gm. Bristol drea. Prefer face
to face but will transfer by RFD at buyers
expense. £375 07579027057 (Somerset)

NORMA 270 WIN. FIRED brass x 40 . Boxed.
Fecleral 30-06 fired brass x 10. £35 inc. p&Jp
01485544159 (Norfolk)

357/38 MUZZLE LOADING NITRO revolver
In stainless steel by Alan Westlake. Target
Gribs bullet press dand some primers. £650
no offers. 07721036974 (Oxfordshire)

WEBLEY SPECTRE F.A.C 18 to 20 ft Ibs new
sedls fitted January. Silencer, 2 mags In
22 cdl, 4x10 scope, hard case. £400 Ono.
07721036974 (Oxfordshire)

REMINGTON 700PSS 308 VGC scope/bipod
HeaveyBdrrel vert nice clean condition.
01405815753 (Yorkshire, West Riding)

PARD 0O08P NIGHT VISION never used
£350.00 01612485508 (ancashire)

RARE PRO-ELITE BREAK BARREL .22 FAC
Air Rifle, Factory BuildGold Trigger, Lother
Woalther Shrouded Barrel, Power 22-24 FT LB.
Together withone Piece mount,and 4-12x40
Scope. Superb Rifle. 07907875928. £425-
00 o.n.o.(Nottingham).

NIKKOSTIRLING GAMEKING ILLUMINATED.
6-24X50 AQ. Excellant condition. Very little
use. 07478710665 (Devon)

RIFLE RELOADING EQUIPMENT FOR Sale:
LEE Hand Press Kit (Includes Ram Prime,
Lubricant, Plastic Funnel, 2.4cc powcler
measure) (£20), LEE Case Trimmer (£4),
LEE Primer Pocket Cledner (£4), LEE Case
Deburrer/Chamfer Tool (£3), LEE Perfect
Powder Measure (£23), Redding Model
5 Powder Trickler (£13), Scfety Glasses
(Free), Moore and Wright Electronic Calipers
(£20), Frankford Arsencl Case Tumbler
(240v mains, Unused) (£47), Bag of Walnut
Sawdust (£5), RCBS FL Die Set .270 (2
piece) (£28) (Total for all items: £167).
Contact: 01285 720342. (Gloucestershire)

SUBSCRIBE FOR GUN

REVIEWS YOU CAN TRUST!

SWEDISH VARBERGER 308 RIFLE in
excellent condition. Fitted Ziess Didvaric
- C scope 3 9 x 36 with Butler Creek flip
up lens cover. Less than 100 rounds fired
from new. Complete with shoulder strap,
cledning equipment and dammunition. £875

07879418001 (Cheshire)
RUGER MINI 14 20 ROUND MAGAZINE
(Used) Condition Good Price £26.00

including postage to mainland UK. Email:
gameboredl@hotmail.com (West Sussex)

. ANTIQUES

1887 PATTERN HEAVY-CAVALRY IN-DRESS
officers sword. Nicely etched 36" blcide with
EV.11l. motif, honeysuckle gucdrd, London
maker (Sandyland & son). £700- 0.n.o0. Royall
Navy clasp-knife Admiralty pattern 301,
(seamen/ riggers), good genuine example,
£50-. Tel 0719414572. (Lancashire)

DEACTIVATED BREN GUN 7.62MM mocade in
Italy by Breda near mint, latest spec, cocking

handle moves under spring pressure
partially strips £300. 07359266418
(Newcastle)

PAIR OF REPLICA SCOTTISH Broddswordls,
two Targes (round-shields), suitcble
for re-enactment, or decoration; £350.
07719415472 (Lancashire)

DEACTIVATED MK 2 BREN gun 762mm
Mmcade under licence in italy by breda latest
spec cocking handle works undler spring
pressurepartially  strips, £330  includes
postage. 07359266418. £330 (Newccaistle)

BAYONET FOR LEE ENFIELD rifle. Comes
with sheaf/scabbard. In excellent condition
considering 100+yrs old. Stamped with
1907 dbove the hilt. Attaching to the rifle
with a slide & button clip. 07899943064
(Glamorgan)

REPLICA SCOTTISH CLAYMORE, ANTIQUE
finish quality steel, blade length 40", overdill
length 55", comes with an authentic
Scottish targe (round shield), £450-.
07719414572. (Lancashire).

. MISCELLANEOUS

GUN DIGESTS FROM NO1 to 2005, Guns &
Ammo annuadls, hundreds of magazines,
Guns Review, Handgunner, Guns and Ammo,
Catdlogues, Shooting books, Deerstalking,
Big Game Hunting, Military. Having a clear-
out dfter 50 yedrs collecting. Phone after
6pm. 01670 368816 (Northumberland)

Buyers must be 18 yedrs or
older and, if applicable, must
have an FAC or SGC
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SR Airguns, rifles,
= shotguns, and
accessories

+
UNDER £1K
Weatherby Orion

42

+
FAC POWER
FX DRS Tactical Sniper

4+
PREMIUM OPTICS
Leupold 6-24x52 VX-6HD
Gen 2 riflescope

shotgun

BRITISH
SRILLIANCE

BSA's Ultra CLX - compact,
accurate, and ready for the field

SMOOTH OPERATOR The Sako 90 Finnlight all-weather stalking rifle
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‘MUST HAVFE’
PCP’S!

Reximex has risen rapidly to become one of the best known PCP manufacturers in the world.
With a large range of innovative designs, their PCP line-up consists of ‘must have’ models
available in all calibres and stock options. Make sure you have one in your gun case today.
For more information please visit the Range Right website.

B reximex

PRETENSIS

e Magazine capacity: .177 =14,.22 =12, .25=10
e Overall length: 1050 mm
e Barrel length: 580 mm

RRP
£450.00

e Magazine capacity: .177 =14, .22 =12
e Overall length: 880 mm
e Barrel length: 380 mm

— RRP
£425.00

ey e Magazine capacity: .177 =14, .22 =12, .25 =10
e Overall length: 840 mm
e Barrel length: 380 mm

MITO polloo - e

1 M — o 8 mITO S | : _ : : 1) RRP
: 4 | - e Magazine capacity: .177=9, .22 =7

e Overall length: 360 mm (600 mm with Stock)
e Barrel length: 200 mm

Mito comes in a sturdy case,

) ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.
with removable shoulder stock.

PLEASE NOTE: SCOPES AND RED DOTS SOLD SEPARATELY.
AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD GUN SHOPS. CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST.

RANGE RIGHT LTD ... ...

sales@range-right.co.uk
YOU HAVE THE CHONGIE.. HAVE THE SOLUTION www.range-right.co.uk

Unit 4, Freemans Way, Harrogate Business Park, W?’e?tﬁe:rby Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 1DH

GM10.25/CV2



OVER & UNDER
SHOTGUNS

Reximex shotguns combine striking modern design with outstanding reliability,
making them a top choice for both seasoned shooters and newcomers. Built
using high-quality materials and precision engineering, each model offers
smooth handling, consistent performance, and excellent balance. Available

in a range of stylish finishes, Reximex shotguns deliver premium features

at a price point that offers real value, providing the perfect blend of quality,
performance, and affordability.

B reximex

RS912 DELUXE OVER & UNDER

</ =T el e Barrel length: 28” & 30” e Complete with Set of 5 Extended Chokes
e e Gauge: 12 e Rubber Ventilated Recolil Pad
= * Grade 3 Walnut Stock * Fitted with White Bead, also comes with
BLACK e Adjustable Cheek Piece Brass, Green, and Red In Box
e Backbored Barrels e Comes in ABS Case
RS912 OVER & UNDER

——

e Barrel length: 28” & 30” e Complete with Set of 5 Extended Chokes

e Gauge: 12 e Fitted with White Bead, also comes with
= e Grade 2 Walnut Stock Brass, Green, and Red in Box
BLACK e Backbored Bcfarrels e Comes in ABS Case
e Rubber Recolil Pad
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD GUN SHOPS. CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST.
RA“GE RIGH I | I- I D sales@range-right.co.uk

YOU HAVE THE CHO I CE . BOIUTION www.range-right.co.uk

Unit 4, Freemans Way, Harrogate Business Park, Wetherby Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 1DH

GM10.25/CV3



