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The Bigger the
Adventure, the
Bigger the Blade

The perfect knife for your
next adventure

No offense to those nifty little Swiss knives, but
sometimes you need a big blade to get the job
done. That was the case three years ago in the jungles

of Argentina.

[ was hunting for clues to lost Inca gold. The Inca were
known for their 25,000-mile road system along South
America’s eastern side, and the clue I sought was down

a long-abandoned jungle-covered road. ij
That's when my Pathfinder Blade came _, @}

to the rescue. Made | N
from high-quality 420
surgical stainless steel
and measuring 16 inches,

this full-tang knife tore
through the brush. Its

e

EXCLUSIVE

FREE |

Flyboy Optics® |

rugged handle—crafted Hroghusin f
a $99 va.l uc 3
with your purchase ﬁ

_of the Pathfinder Blade

from natural white
bone, hand-carved and
torched with an iconic
design—oftered a steady
erip. With brass spacers,
handguards, a brown
pakkawood handle, and

hand-engraved spine, this

knife was all I needed.

Upon reaching a stone wall hidden by the jungle, :
[ snapped my knife back into its tooled genuine |
leather sheath and read the markings the Incas had
left long ago. It was time _{
to travel north for the next part of my adventure. 5‘

To upgrade your next adventure, we're including a |
FREE pair of Stauer Flyboy Optics® Sunglasses— \ ;
a $99 value—with your Pathfinder Blade. Lightweight | .i

and trail-ready, they're the perfect companion. :

Pathfinder Blade
4349~ $99* + S&P Save $250

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: PFK143-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

St 14091 Southcross Drive W.,

" Dept. PFK143-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 | www.stauer.com
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.
California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.
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Leather sheath included 16" total length. * High-quality 420 surgical stainless steel blade
Full-tang construction. Handle of genuine, natural white bone thats been hand-carved and torched
Brass spacers and handguards, brown pakkawood handle, and hand engravings on the blade spine
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Welcome to the new frontier of hearing protection and noise suppression.
Specifically designed for hunters, the BANISH® 12 is the first shotgun suppressor that
offers unobstructed sight pictures, balance in hand, and improved patterns thanks
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the upland field to the clays course, wingshooting will never be the same.
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GET YOURS TODAY
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READER
BLOWBACK

SIGHT CORREX

XS SIGHTS F8 NIGHT SIGHTS: $121

Guns & Ammo has been my favorite magazine for 40-plus
years. | have a question about XS Sights F8 tritium night
sights. | just had some mounted, but they are very tall. All my
groups are about 8 inches low. Besides aiming at the top of
the outer ring on a bullseye target, what sight picture should |
use with these unusual sights? | didn’t have this problem with
my Springfield Armory XD-S factory sights. I’'m perplexed.

Mike Kalcher
Colorado Springs, Colorado

XS Sights F8 night sights
feature a tritium front with
high-contrast orange-glow
dot and a square-type notch
above a center-located, sin-
gle tritium dot. The resulting
sight picture appears as

an “8” when the dots are
aligned and stacked, hence
the “F8” moniker. XS Sights
offers the F8 for the XD, XD-
M, XD-S and Hellcat. They
do not fit the XD-S Mod. 2
OSP. You didn't indicate the
distance that you experi-
enced the 8-inch difference
versus your point of aim, so
'l assume you observed the
dispersion when shooting
between 10 and 15 yards.
Your front sight might be too
tall in relation to the rear. A
gunsmith can evaluate and
shorten the front sight (it
needed) to raise the point of
impact, but given the sight is
filled with tritium | would first

email tech@xssights.com

for guidance. To aim, center
the front sight vertically and
horizontally in the rear sight
notch. Equal-size bars of
light should appear adjacent
to the front sight as seen
through the rear sight notch.
The top of the front sight
needs to be aligned hori-
zontally with the top of the
rear sight. The front and rear
dots provide a coarse refer-
ence for shooting quickly or
in low-light conditions.

— E. Poole

KALASHNIKOV
CONSPIRACY?

The AK47 was not designed
by Mikhail Kalashnikov,

a peasant farm boy with

no high-level education,

no knowledge of engi-
neering, no knowledge of
metals, and no ability to
even design a single-shot

22, nevermind a reliable
selective-fire battle rifle.
How could such an individ-
ual thrown into a tank, drove
into combat and wounded
conceive of something so
out of his realm? On the
other hand, the Soviets
grabbed many German
scientists and engineers
and kept them in slave labor,
among them Hugo Schmeis-
ser, who was a successful
firearms designer. My
information suggests that
Schmeisser designed the
AK47. Kalashnikov was likely
a convenient arrangement
so that the U.S.S.R. could
say it was Russian designed.
The M43 round, 7.62x39mm,
must have also come from
German minds. Being Ger-
mans were desperate, they
could have used existing
tooling to make a stop-gap
round, the 7.92x33K, based
on a shortened 8x57mm
case, and shortened 8mm
bore-size bullets. The
Germans took this and
designed a next-generation
round with a heavy extractor
rim, tapered case body and
short neck; they named
it the 7.62x38mm. This
was 1943, which is when
Soviets overran the arsenal
in Warsaw where this was
being developed. Shortly
after, the Soviets announced
their new military round, the
7.62x39. No gun was avail-
able to chamber it until Ser-
gei Simonov scaled down
his anti-tank rifle in 1945 to
make the SKS. A couple of
years later, the AK47 was
introduced.

According to Russians,
everything was invented
in Russia. German designs
may be the true origin of the

WRITE US! “Letters,” Guns & Ammo, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL. 61614, or email us at gaeditor@
outdoorsg.com. Please include your city and state of residence. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity.

FEBRUARY '88

In “Sizzling 7mms,”

Field Editor Bob Milek
examined the utility of
7mm cartridges, including
7mm-08 Rem., 7mm B.R.
Rem. and 7-30 Waters in
the Remington XP-100
and Thompson/Center
Contender single-shot
pistols. Milek concluded,
“It wasn’t until specialty
pistols hit the American
market that handgunners
began giving 7mm serious
consideration.”

nd AMENDMENT: YOUR SHIELD AGAINST TYRANNY

SIZILING 7mm
SINGLE SHOTS
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40 AUTO ,
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TOP “10mm?

4 [
MARLIN'S y J \Nl THE
BIG ' - COMTROVERSY

EIG-BORE /7~ f | RAGESON

'RIFLES <= e o
* ATTICH ARMS

. A B p

uﬁﬂﬂ:.‘;

9rm PETDL

+ EERIWGTON
! DSET OGN

AK47 and 7.62x39.
Chris Hatzipanagiotis
Mount Morris, lllinois

SNIPER SERIES

Well done to Dave Emary
for his excellent series on
World War Il sniper rifles.
Having had the privilege of
owning each of the evalu-
ated rifles, | generally con-
cur with Emary's conclu-
sions in “Part V.” Reading
the entire series caused
me to lament the fact that |
no longer own any of these
rifles, financial consider-
ations having prompted
selling them as values
increased beyond expec-
tations. However, | miss
the 91/30 PU more than
the others. It was more
consistent when shooting
Russian military ammo
than the others in my trips
to the range. On one fine
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day with favorable con-
ditions, and shooting off

a backpack rest, | scored
four out of five headshots
from 300 yards on a B-21
silhouette target. The feat
surprised me because |
was unable to obtain that
result with the other rifles.
Though not the prettiest,
if | were asked to take one
of those rifles to war today,
my selection would be the
Mosin-Nagant.

Richard W. Dommers

La Luz, New Mexico

FOLLOW-UP REQ.

| want to let you know that
| thoroughly enjoyed the
article on sniper rifles in
the June 2025 edition. |
am fortunate to own one of
these fine rifles that | have
used for hunting whitetail
and mule deer. If possible,

| would like to read a fol-
low-0on article about these
rifles with a modern scope
and ammunition to see how
they would perform today.
The one | have is accurate
to at least 200 yards.

Dr. Max Denton

Marion, Ohio

MEXICAN
LAWEFARE

In my June 2025 issue

of Guns & Ammo, Keith
Wood took on the “Mexican
Standoff” in his backpage
column. He described the
actions of Mexico filing a
$10 billion lawsuit in the
U.S. courts against Amer-
ican firearm manufactur-
ers and one distributor,
claiming these companies
are the cause of the cartel
violence epidemic. How
was the lawsuit even

recognized by U.S. courts?
This is ridiculous at best.
The U.S. Supreme Court
should throw this so far
that no country would ever
consider filing such a far-
fetched idea in the future.
Mr. Wood, please keep us
up to date on these issues.
Al Robb

Nephi, Utah

FRANGIBLE
FOR DEFENSE?

My neighbor states he only
uses frangible ammo in his
home-protection firearms,
saying that, in case of a
worst-case scenario where
he must use a firearm

and he misses a target,
the round will not pene-
trate a wall and possibly
hit someone in another
room. | was wondering
what your thoughts are

on the use of frangible
ammo for home protection
based on his philosophy.
Personally, | have jacketed
hollowpoints in my .38-
and .40-caliber home-kept
firearms.

Bruce Snyder

Cocoa, Florida

Frangible largely solves the
problem of a missed round.
However, frangible ammuni-
tion can have a serious lack
of penetration on a threat
depending on the size of the
person and how they might
be facing. It is risky from the
standpoint of being able to
end a fight

— D. Emary

Alv.Ti

| was reading Keith Wood’s
“Spent Cases” column on
the Smith & Wesson 632UC

S.7mm

T—_J
J-—J

10mm




in the May 2025 issue of
Guns & Ammo. He stated
the aluminum and stainless-
steel revolver weighs 16
ounces, adding “Lipsey’s
also released a 2025
version built on a titanium
frame instead of an alumi-
num one; it shaves another
3 ounces.” Isn’t titanium
denser than aluminum? 4.5
grams per cubic centime-
ter for titanium versus 2.7
grams per cubic centimeter
for aluminum?

Jerry Tarble

Marshall, lllinois

Now that the S&W 632 Ti
has been released, | can
Clarify that it uses a tita-
nium cylinder but maintains
the aluminum frame. The
weight savings comes from
replacing the steel cylinder

with one made from titanium.

Apologies for any confusion.
Full specs for that model
were not available at the
time that the May 2025 issue
went to press.

— K. Wood

S&W STRIKERS

Longtime reader! | was
stunned to read in “Proof-
house” (July 2025) that the
Smith & Wesson M&P9 M2.0
Compact was said to be the
brand’s first foray into the
striker-fire, polymer-pistol
segment in 2005. | bought
a S&W Sigma 40F in the
1990s and still have it today.
Do | not understand my
gun, or is this date off by a
decade?

Frank Squires

Mt. Vernon, Ohio

You identified an error.
Thank you for bringing it to

READER BLOWBACK | SEPTEMBER 2025 | G&A 11

our attention. The con-
temporary polymer-frame,
striker-fired M&P series was
introduced in 2005. The
Sigma series was Smith &
Wesson's first polymer-frame
striker-fired action. The first-

generation Sigma pistol was
designed in 1993. The SW9F
and SW40F were introduced
in 1994. After two genera-
tions, they were discontin-
ued in 2012,

— A. Rico

Stanley J. Skinner

Former Guns & Ammo Contributor Stan Skinner, and
subsequent editor of Safari Club International’s “Safari
Magazine,” died on May 7, 2025, at the age of 80 in Tucson,
Arizona. After receiving a Journalism degree from the
University of Oklahoma, Skinner joined the U.S. Army and
served has a helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War.

Wiley Clapp

Former Guns & Ammo Handgun Editor Wiley Clapp passed
away on June 4, 2025, in Nevada. Clapp was a 1957 graduate
of Virginia Military Institute (VMI) and commissioned in
the U.S. Marines before serving as a platoon commander in
the Vietnam War from 1965 to 1969. He transitioned to work
17 years for Orange County Sheriff’s Office in California. In
1986, he began contributing for “Gun World,’ and then var-
ious Harris Publications in the 1990s until hired by G&A 1n
2000. He left Guns & Ammo for NRA’s “Shooting Illustrated”
magazine in 2006 where he penned the “Fighting Iron”
column, becoming an industry consultant and authoring

several books until his death.
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Johnny “Joey” Jones, a pro-gun journalist.

ERIC R. POOLE

SUMMER READING @ aounsanvammomac

HE LOST HIS LEGS. That'’s history, but there’s more to York Times-bestseller “Unbroken Bonds of Battle” in 2023,
retired Staff Sergeant Joey Jones than his combat expe- highlighting the friendships that endure after warriors leave
rience in lraq and Afghanistan as an Explosive Ordnance the battlefield. His latest book, “Behind the Badge: Answer-
Disposal (EOD) tech, or his career as a contributor to Fox ing the Call to Serve on America’s Homefront,” was released
News. We met while sitting next to each other over dinner on June 17, 2025, and published by Fox News Books. This
during the 2024 SHOT Show. He was just “one of the guys,” | quick read relays the dramatic heroism and sacrifice more
an authentic person. Jones is from Dalton, Georgia, and a frequently demonstrated by first responders, including law
U.S. Marine, which meant there was no language barrier enforcement officers and firefighters. Each chapter also
between us. For several hours, we tuned out the surround- contains life lessons threaded through the personal histories
ing commotion and related tales of hunting, shooting and of those who wear a uniform. It's a 250-page reminder that
service overseas with an increasingly Southern accent. we’re surrounded by everyday heroes. Thanking my sister,

Anyone reading Jones’ biography can get a sense of the Rachelle, came to mind; she’s a nurse practitioner working
man he is, but | found his resilience, drive to succeed, trauma in a hospital’s
and steadfast values inspiring. To no surprise, emergency room. A
he’s become a motivational speaker, using his . UIWM IHE‘;T{J“JEH special person runs
fateful experience to positively affect the lives of towards a critical situ-
veterans and those of us who know ation that most others
veterans. Inspired by his example, run away from.
| worked with Kimber to design a On May 30, 2025,
one-of-a-kind Rapide 1911 in 9mm =] =5 Jones joined Guns &
that appeared in the August 2024 Ammo’s Buzz Podcast
issue of Guns & Ammo, which for an interview where
was then donated for auction on he spoke on marks-
GunBroker.com to raise $4,500 for manship, shooting as
Boot Campaign (bootcampaign. therapy, duck hunting,
org). Boot Campaign is a non-profit the military, coaching

o
3
(=]

that provides programs to help tips, and the Second
veterans and families transition to Amendment. Listen to
civilian life. Though special to me, his words, and you’ll know
the project was nothing new for he’s a “gun guy.” He's one
Kimber as they were already of us. Available on Guns &
offering its 1911 Hero Custom Ammo’s YouTube chan-
as a special edition model to nel, Spotify and other
exclusively raise money podcast mediums, the
for Boot Campaign ($1,124, | interview is a reminder

) that it's rare to see a
person succeed in such
a public forum as news
broadcasting, especially
one who possesses his
wit, integrity, values and

knowledge of firearms. |
hope you’ll join me in sup-
porting his continued success.

kimberamerica.com).

While | write on guns,
Jones has been authoring
books to increase public
awareness of stories from
American heroes. Based on
a decade of interactions
with other veterans,

Jones wrote the New
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“There really 1s no such thing, per se,
as a ‘Model 1878 Springfield.’”

IDENTIFICATION
& VALULES

ITHACA MODEL 1911A1, .45 ACP

ITHACA 1911A1 MARKING

Q: | have a question about an Ithaca 1911 that | own. Do you
know what the designation “D44” stamped on the slide signi-
fies? I've seen this on one other military 1911 listed on an auc-
tion site, but the seller didn’t know its meaning. | realize the
slide doesn’t match the frame (although both are Ithaca), and
the serialization is incorrect for the slide and frame to have
the “M1911 A1 U.S.ARMY” marking. | am wondering if this D44
is an arsenal rework marking or has some other significance?
D. H., Email

A: I've seen these markings
on other Model 1911ATs,
many with different numbers.
| did considerable research
on this one and came up
with nothing but speculation.
| also checked with a couple
of M19TI/M19T1AT experts,
and they couldn’t solve the
puzzle either. Our only hope
IS that perhaps one of Guns
& Ammo’s astute readers
has the definitive answer. No
guessing, please!

pistol to research its history
and value. Of course, | knew
exactly who to turn to! |
don’t believe this pistol was
ever fired. It seems to be in
very good shape. Before |
attempt to clean it, | want
to get your expert analysis.
It comes with the original
box, instruction manual and
magazine.

M. P., Email

A: Your friend’s Titan pistol
was originally manufactured
in Italy by G. Tanfoglio and
Sabatti, beginning in the late
1940s. When the Gun Control

TITAN .25 AUTO

Q: My friend gave me the
attached photos of a Titan

Act of 1968 came into effect,
the sale of Titans in the

U.S. was assumed by FIE in
Florida, using a combination
of Italian and American-
made parts. The quality was
OK, and the guns seemed
to function reasonably well.
Titans were available in both
blue and chrome finishes. In
good condition, a Titan typi-
cally sells in the $100 to $125
range. They were made until
around 1989 to 1990.

SINGLE-SHOT
RIFLE ID

Q: | thought I'd forward
these photos to you. I've
had no luck identifying this

SEPTEMBER 2025 G&A 15

GARRY JAMES

GARRY.JAMES@
OUTDOORSG.COM

rifle my dad brought home
from Europe while serving in
the U.S. Army during World
War Il. Other than the sym-
bols on the barrel and the
Initials above the trigger, |
can’t find any other identi-
fying marks. The shape of
the barrel and the fact that

it has a hair trigger make it
unique to me. | would be
grateful for any help you can
provide.

D. F., Email

A: Unfortunately, the lack of
a maker’s name and other
identifying details makes this
rifle a bit of @ mystery. From
what | can see of its design

AUCTION BLOCK

An elegant Hamilton Bowen Alaskan, chambered in .454
Casull and based on a Ruger Super Redhawk frame, real-
1zed a substantial $6,000 at a June 5, 2025, Sportsman’s Leg-
acy sale. The revolver mounts a 4-inch L-frame stainless-
steel barrel with full lug, serrated rib and integral sight base
with Bowen’s white-post blade. Features include a Bowen
adjustable rear sight, scalloped frame, custom five-shot
unfluted cylinder (serial numbered), and a wonderfully
tuned trigger. Weighing 3 pounds, the revolver’s mechanics
are superb. The metal finish is approximately 95 percent
with only scattered superficial rubbing. For more informa-
tion about this and future sales, visit Sportsman’s Legacy at

sportsmanslegacy.com.
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and proofmarks, it appears
to be a German drop-block
22 LR rifle manufactured
circa 1920 to 1935. | found
one similar listed in a
German catalog from 1932
under the name “Venus.” In
the 1930s, it sold for $29.75.
Assuming your gun iIs in
decent mechanical shape
and the bore is OK, despite
a somewhat worn exterior,
I'd value it at $350 to $400.

ELABORATE
LLAMA .38

Q: | never thought I'd have
something to write to you
about until | sat down

to clean one of my safe
queens recently. | always
figured I'd ask someone
about this pistol someday
but never did — until now.
I’'m looking for help iden-
tifying a revolver that was
passed on to me years ago.
My father-in-law had retired
from the Navy long before

| met him. As a U.S. Marine,
he would often remind me
of our shared brotherhood
as Department of the Navy
personnel. During one visit
home, he pulled me to the
side and expressed his
desire to pass on a revolver
he had acquired from his
service days. He gave me a
box labeled “Rossi” on the
front, but when | opened the
presentation box, a Llama
revolver with many designs
scrolled into the firearm

sat inside. He didn’t offer

a backstory, and | was so
surprised | failed to ask. The
pistol has been sitting in my
safe for more than 30 years.
I've never fired it; | just take
it out once a yearto oil it
down. Given the manu-
facturer, | never thought
much about its value or
history other than a gift
from someone | loved and

LLAMA DELUXE MARTIAL CHROME-ENGR., .38 SPL., 98%: $1,250

respected. Recently, | tried
to learn a few things about
the item, including its origin,
value, and who might have
done the scrollwork. Google
offered quite a few threads,
but nothing | could nail
down. Attached are photos.
Can you shed any light on
my questions?

J. S., Email

A: You have a chrome-
plated Deluxe Llama Martial
revolver. This very nice .38
Special was offered circa
1969 to 19/6. Based on

the condition shown in the

photos, your piece appears
to be exemplary. I'd value it
in the $1100 to $1,250 range.

1878 SPRINGFIELD
CARBINE

Q: ’'m in my mid-80s now
and am in the process of
downsizing my gun collec-
tion. (My first acquisition
was a nice CMP .45 Auto

in 1957.) | was trying to
determine the current value
of my 1878 Carbine when

| noticed that the serial
number on the receiver
didn’t seem right. According
to two sites on the internet,
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there were 2,000 manu-
factured in 1878, starting

at serial number 76725.
However, the serial number
stamped on the trapdoor of
mine is 225xxx. This seems
to be excessively high for

a Carbine! The rear sight
has the proper “C” stamp,
and there’s no evidence of
a ramrod hole in the stock.
The barrel band has a “U”
stamp. Has this Carbine
been modified? If so, how
does that affect its value?

It is in very good condition,
overall.

G. L., Email

A: There really is no such
thing, per se, as a “Model
1878 Springfield.” Thatis a
common misreading of “1873"
stamped on the breechblock.
Based on your serial number,
you likely have a model

1879, which would fall within
the serial number range of
approximately 100,000 to
280,000. That range included
rifles, carbines and cadet
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“HOFBUCH MUNCHEN" RIFLE

rifles. | hope this clears things
up. As you do not have some
sort of anomaly, the value is
unaffected.

SHOTGUN FRONT
BEAD QUEST

Q: | have been a subscriber
to Guns & Ammo for at least
30 years. Your column is
always the first one | turn

to when each issue arrives,
as | find it most informative
and factual. Your experience
in tracking down obscure
gun parts is a great benefit
to subscribers like me who
need help finding parts

for firearms that we can’t
locate on our own. As such,
I’'m seeking your expertise
and resources to find a
front sight for my shotgun.

HOLLYWOOD HARDWARE

| have a Smith & Wesson
12-gauge Model 1000 with
a ventilated rib. I'm in need
of a replacement front sight,
as the one on the shot-

gun slowly worked its way
loose and was lost during

a shoot; it could not be
found. I'm looking for either
an original replacement or
an aftermarket option that
will fit without alteration. |
have been referred to a few
possibilities, but to no avail.
Numrich’s parts list states
they are “out of stock.”

J. S., Email

A: The semiauto Model 1000
was made for Smith & Wes-
son by Howa in Japan from
1973 to 1985. While these
are decent guns, they're not

Winchester Model 1907, “Public Enemies” (2009)
This modified Winchester Model 1907 autoloader resembles
similar rifles created by Texas gunsmith Hyman Lebman
for various Depression-era desperados, including John
Dillinger. It was used by actor Stephen Dorfl, portraying
the outlaw “Homer Van Meter,” in 2009’s “PPublic Enemies.”
Such guns were originally created by adding an aluminum
forend, compensator and Thompson SMG pistol grip. Inter-
estingly, unaltered Model 1907s in .351 SL and Model 1910s
in .401 SL were also popular with law enforcement of the
era, and some even saw military use during World War 1.
Courtesy of the National Firearms Museum, Fairfax,

Virginia, and Independent Studios Services (ISS), Sunland,

California.

exactly collector items, SO
perhaps you might be over-
thinking your dilemma. Iry to
find a similar existing bead
that can be adapted to your
gun. A shotgun bead is not all
that exotic an item, and | can't
imagine a gunsmith would
charge all that much for fitting
one to your gun. Alternatively,
you can keep checking the
internet, but finding such a
specific, prosaic item may
take a bit of time. GunBroker
(gunbroker.com) is always a
good place to start. I've found
some rather obscure items
there myselr. I'll keep your
contact information on file. It
one of my readers has what
you're looking for, I'll be glad
to put the two of you together.

HOFBUCH RIFLE

Q: A friend inherited this
German bolt-action rifle
from his father who won it
in a card game. It's marked
“Hofbuch Munchen”. We're
curious to know its origin,
caliber and value.

J. S., Marco Island, Florida

A: From the photos you sent,
it appears to be a German
sporting rifle based on a
Model 88 action, which
likely dates from around

the turn of the 20th century.
The quality appears to be
decent, though the condi-
tion seems to be a bit iffy.

Perhaps a prudent cleaning
would enhance some of
the gun’s charms. Unfortu-
nately, | cannot locate the
maker "Hofbuch” in any of
my references, but this is
not unusual as there were
a large number of arms
makers working in Munich,
Germany, around 1900.
Caliber is impossible to tell
without actually handling the
piece. | suggest taking the
rifle to a qualified gunsmith
for a chamber cast. ASssum-
Ing the rifle is mechanically
sound, the bore is good, it
tidies up well, and is not set
up for some obscure round,
I'd value it at $750 to $1,100.

PRE-’64
WINCHESTER
MODEL 70

Q: | inherited a pre-'64 Win-
chester Model 70 from my
grandfather. It was a factory
.30-’06, but his Uncle Frank
had it rechambered to .300
Win. Mag. It appears to have
a custom stock as well.

It’s in excellent condition. |
believe it was built in 1951
from my research, but I'm
not sure. I'm told the action
is special, as well. I'm asking
your expertise on this family
heirloom. Any information
you might provide would be
greatly appreciated.

R. W., Colorado

A: Based upon the serial
number of your Model 70

(16 0OXXX), it was manufac-
tured in 1950. Unfortunately,
aside from the rechamber-
ing, it certainly has had some
stockwork done. Overall
condition appears to be only
fair, and the old Balvar scope
has also seen better days.
Still, I'm sure its probably a
good shooter, which is where
its value lies. I'd value it at
$600 to $700. E@
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ENHANCED BAFFLE TECHNOLOGY

Triskelion™ & Nomad"™. Two of the most advanced, industry leading and

best performing baMle technologies deliver incredible sound performance
at an excellent strength-to-weaight ratio.

ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE

Large calibars, o problem, The RXD30TI delivers incredible muzzie
sound reduclion and al-ear perfarmance for aven Ihe larges! of loday's
30 caliber carfridges.

RECOIL REDUCTION

Save your shoulder, The RXDS0TI reduces recall by oner $0% versus
bare muzzle due to the integratsan of E-Brake featuras directly printad

into the suppressor,

COTS TOOL FEATURES

No propriefary tools requared. The RXD30Ti and its subcomponants
were dasigned to incorparate food features that will accommodate most
Commercial Of-The-Shell (COTS) tools.
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ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING

Strongear and Lighter, The RXD30Ti is manudactured using additive
manutacturing, otherwise known as 30 Printing, which yiesds an
ultrz-strang and lightweight supgressar.

HUB COMPATIBLE

The RXDIOT is compatihle with all HUB (1,375-24 TRI) accessories on the
marked lor direct thread or quick disconnect applicalions.

R-SERIES FAMILY

Compatible with 2ll Dead Air R-5eries frant caps and accessones.

DIRECT THREAD BRAKE MOUNT

Easy installation, The RXD30TI ships with the all-new Direct Theead Brake
Maourt that yielcs diract thraad perfarmance with manimized blast batfle

eroson and increased performance, LEA R N M 0 R E

Dead Air Silencers and Ruger Firearms are two of the most respected names in the shooting sports industry. These great
brands came together to create an entirely new and exciting product line; RXD Suppressors. Dead Air developed this line of
nerformance-driven suppressors and accessories to complement Ruger’s innovative firearms designs. RXD products are
not reskins - they represent a new standard for suppressor design, performance, and maintainability.
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Running a light on an EDC pistol requires practice.

JAMES TARR

LIGHT DISCIPLINE

AS READERS of this column know, I'm not a fan of lights
mounted on concealed-carry pieces of citizens because
it's almost impossible to employ them without violating
one of the four basic gun safety rules. With the light
attached to a pistol’s accessory rail, you're point-
ing a loaded gun wherever you point the light.
They’re mostly a fad, | believe. That said,
| agree with the “better to have it and not
need it” philosophy of personal defense,
which is why | carry a gun everywhere
and always. I'm not saying, “Don’t
put a light on your pistol.” If you
love your carry gun and think
a light is necessary, you are
more likely to carry it.
That’s important.
The first rule
of a gunfight is
to have a gun.
Whatever gear
you choose
to carry for self-
defense, whether
that’s a gun, a knife
or a light — handheld or gun-
mounted — you should be proficient in its use.
That’s not as easy as it sounds.

------

lights are authorized
or in use by more than
10 state police agencies
and dozens of other depart-
ments, from the Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD) to the
Boston PD SWAT. Already a success
in the law enforcement sector, the
company expanded into the larger
commercial side of tactical lighting, spe-
cifically the personal defense segment.
The event was held at GRITR Sports
(gritrsports.com) near Dallas, Texas, in a large,
upscale gun store featuring an indoor range
and training facility and hosted by instructor Kelly

More than a decade ago, Nightstick began manufacturing | beam or programmable strobe mode, too.
tactical lights specifically for law enforcement. Nightstick If you haven’t handled or shot the new Ruger RXM yet,

Turning a light on and off is simple. Learning NIGHTSTICK  Hardin. During the two-day event, we were taught
how to properly employ a handgun-mounted light L room clearing using airsoft-like AR-15 paint markers
requires acquiring several techniques — then you with mounted long-gun lights (LGL). The remainder
need to practice them. The first time you need a operate of time was spent at the range performing live-fire drills with
light under stress isn’t in a parking lot after dark with shots Ruger RXM 9mm handguns wearing a Nightstick TCM-10.
cracking past your head! The TCM-10 was announced in 2024, and it is likely to
become one of the brand’s most popular models. It's a
TRAINING WITH NIGHTSTICK compact light that fits many pistols, and is available in black
By invitation, | attended a training event hosted by Night- or FDE. It was tested and approved by the National Tactical N
stick (nightstick.com) in April 2025. Nightstick is a division Officers Association (NTAQO), and was smartly sized to be 5
of Bayco Products, Inc., a commercial and industrial lighting roughly the same as the popular TLR-7. This is important 6
company in business since 1984. Bayco currently has more because holsters meant for pistols wearing the TLR-7 will g
than 550 products sold in 70 countries. You can’t wander generally be compatible with the TCM-10. —
into a big-box retailer of home improvement products — or Nightstick’s TCM-10 provides an advertised 650 lumens %
even a local hardware store — without seeing something of output with a 2-hour runtime. That’s competitive with %
they produce. other lights for compact pistols, as well. It offers a high S
0
e
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| highly recommend that you find one ($499, ruger.com).
The RXM was a joint effort developed between Ruger and
Magpul. (I reviewed it for Guns & Ammo’s February 2025
issue.) It's sort of a Glock 19-style pistol featuring a remove-
able chassis and trigger housing, which is the serialized part
inside the replaceable Magpul-designed grip housing. It is
reliable, shootable, accurate, and compact enough for carry.
It was the perfect choice for this event.

The Nightstick TCM-10 has bilateral toggle switches posi-
tioned at the front
of the trigger-
guard when the
light is mounted
to the gun.

Press them to
activate the light
in momentary

or constant-on
modes. You can
activate one side
with the support-
hand thumb, or
the other with the
tip of a trigger
finger. That was
the first thing we
focused on, too.

HOW TO ACTI-

VATE THE LIGHT WHILE DRAWING AND SHOOTING.

If you’re holding a pistol with one hand, the only way to
activate a pistol-mounted light is with your trigger finger. If
you're using two hands, the best way to turn the light on
and off is with the thumb of the support hand — after you've
got a firm two-hand grip. If you're practicing how or when
to activate the light as part of the draw, that’s basically after
your two hands come together in front of your body on the
gun, and after you start to push it towards the target. That
way, you've got a solid grip and you're not splashing the
light down on the ground or onto a barrier in front of you.

CLEAR OF COVER
The class practiced with unloaded guns first, activating
our lights from the draw. After many repetitions, we added
ammunition. After even more repetitions, the instructors
shut off the overhead lights; all we had were the Nightstick
TCM-10 units on our pistols. Then they added some barriers.
Working a light around barriers (or cover) is a skill that
requires practice, but probably not for the reason you’d
think. If you’ve ever fired your handgun from behind cover,
through a doorway or window, you’ll know that it’s sur-
prisingly loud. A significant portion of that muzzleblast is
redirected into your face. The same principle applies when
running a handgun-mounted light.
If you activate a handgun-mounted light before the muz-
zle clears the object of cover, white light illuminates the

surface in front of you and is reflected back to your face.
Some surfaces reflect more light than others, so you may
end up half-blind for a moment, not to mention the fact that
the backsplash will illuminate you for the potential threat
to see.

Move your gun from behind cover before activating the
light. This is one of those concepts that’s simple, but exe-
cution demands practice and repetition before it becomes
smooth and second nature.

We practiced
working around
both sides of
different barri-
ers, including
doorways, barrels
and more. For
the final exer-
cise, Nightstick
instructors had us
move from barrier
to barrier and
engage targets
from behind
cover while using
the TCM-10.

LIGHT ON/
LIGHT OFF
Moving with a
light-bearing handgun is another not-so-simple thing. Do
you keep the light on as you're moving between rooms or
various pieces of cover? A light can help illuminate obsta-
cles and shadowy figures hiding behind them. Do you shut
it off and only turn it back on when you’re behind cover or
engaging a threat? Some trainers teach that keeping your
light on while moving provides bad guys something to shoot
at. Others suggest that if you need a light, turn it on and
leave it on until the danger is over; therefore, light activation
IS one less thing to worry about. Just focus on threats down-
range and working the gun. In reality, the right decision will
mostly depend on your situation.

CRAWL BEFORE YOU WALK.
If you want to slap a light on your carry gun, practice acti-
vating it as you present. “Practice” means doing that with an
unloaded gun — a lot!

| know many will tire from hearing this, but the way skills
become ingrained isn’t with dozens or even hundreds of
repetitions; it can take thousands of times doing it correctly.
No, you don’t have to perform thousands of repetitions
during the same day. In fact, that’s probably a bad idea.
What you should do is practice the basics of drawing and
working your light; | would suggest 10 to 15 minutes a day,
for several days a week. Within a few weeks, you’'ll be sur-
prised at how fast and smooth you’ve become at engaging
a target in a low-light environment. [}

PHOTO: ALFREDO RICO
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%  THE SUREFIRE XC3
. o » DUTY & CONCEALMENT » INTUITIVE SWITCHING ” HIGH OUTPUT

Lightweight and compact, yet robust and [actile, ambidextrous switching allows for agall lumens / 7200 candela of tactical output
AR rugged enough for duty use as well as intuitive activation in both momentary- powered by a single |23A battery, utilizing a Hybrid
e for concealed carry applications and constant-on modes beam pattern, perfect for handgun applications

We've taken 4a years of Surefire innovation and proven reliability and distilled it into the new standard in duty-grade [=] WE% =]
compact handgun weaponlights. The XC3 delivers unmatched pertormance, durability, and switching in a form factor that 2 'g.
tits numerous holsters already commercially available. Consider it the little brother ot our X300. [=]
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Meprolight MCO PRO

ON TARGET

OPTICS MAKE IT EASIER to aim a firearm than traditional
sights. They provide an intuitive and efficient aiming
method, which explains the demand for them. Instead of
aligning front and rear sights, an optic allows the user to
simply overlay the reticle on the target. However, optics are
not equal. Some are chintzy in terms of quality and design,
while others are cumbersome to operate. Many are cost
prohibitive. Meprolight’s MCO PRO is none of these.

The MCO PRO is a closed-emitter, three-reticle optic that
mounts to a Picatinny, M1913-style rail, intended for carbines,
rifles and shotguns. It ships with a 1v2-inch riser, but Mepro-
light also offers a 1.93-inch riser ($55) for those using night
vision, wearing a plate carrier, a gas mask or who simply find
a higher sight picture more comfortable. If you’ve used the
MPO PRO pistol optic, you already know how the MCO PRO
operates. If not, don’t worry. It couldn’t be easier.

After mounting
the MCO PRO
and installing the
provided CR2032
battery into the
side-loading
compartment, turn
the unit on with
a 1-second press R
of either the up
or down arrow
button on the left

The battery location means that the
CR2032 battery can be changed without
removing the optic and forfeiting zero.
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RICHARD NANCE

The Meprolight MCO PRO mounts

to the optic rail of a carbine, rifle or
shotgun using an integral 1%2-inch
riser. (A 1.93-inch riser is available
separately). The unit features a 7075-T6
anodized aluminum body that encloses
the emitter for environmental protec-
tion. Three reticles can be selected with
10 daylight and two night vision (NV)
settings. The intensity levels can be set

to adjust automatically or manually. A
CR2032 battery powers the MCO PRO
for more than 25,000 hours on manual
setting 5 using the 2-MOA dot reticle. A
sleep mode helps to preserve battery life,
and a shake-awake function ensures the

MCO PRO is powered on when needed.
The optic is available with a red or green

reticle. $440

side of the housing. To turn the unit off, press and hold both
arrow buttons for 3 seconds. After an hour with no motion,
the MCO PRO enters sleep mode to preserve battery life. The
slightest movement reactivates it, ensuring the MCO PRO is
ready when you need it. A low battery indicator causes the
reticle to blink every half second as a warning.

To select a reticle, press and hold the down arrow for
3 seconds to toggle through the options: A 2-MOA dot;
a 2-MOA dot surrounded by a 68-MOA speed ring; or a
2-MOA dot surrounded by a 68-MOA speed ring and 1.5-mil
holdover dots. The 2-MOA dot provides the simplest sight
picture, in my opinion. The 68-MOA ring helps bracket
targets for faster acquisition. The holdover dots assist with
bullet drop and sight-over-bore issues in close quarters.

Unlike most optics, the MCO PRO allows for automatic or
manual brightness adjustment. To adjust manually, press the
up or down arrow
briefly. When
you’'ve reached
the brightest or
dimmest setting,
the reticle blinks
twice. For auto-
matic brightness,
press and hold
the up arrow for
3 seconds. In this
mode, the reticle

To adjust the brightness level of the aim-
ing dot or circle-dot reticle, press either
the up or down arrows on the left side.
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MEPROLIGHT

The MCO Pro is compact, even on the
1%2-inch riser. The battery tray on the
right side is secured by Torx fasteners.

brightness changes based on lighting conditions.
Meprolight recommends a 50-yard zero for sighting in the
MCO PRO. Elevation is adjusted by turning the screw just
under the optic window. The windage adjustment is located
on the right side of the housing, behind the battery compart-
ment. Each click equals a half MOA adjustment at 100 yards.
A recolil block ensures proper alignment and zero hold.
Measuring 2.06 inches long, 2.28 inches tall and 1.59
inches wide, it weighs 5.33 ounces. The MCO PRO is
compact and lightweight, which is great when you want to
keep your rifle or shotgun nimble. It’s also built tough. The

The light sensor is located at the low-
er-right of the housing’s front. It auto-ad-
justs the reticle’s brightness setting.

The riser is attached to the bottom of the

MCO PRO. The clamping rail screw is
threaded into the mount’s recoil lug.

precision machined 7075-T6 aluminum housing wears an
anodized matte-black finish. The large, multi-coated glass
lens provides a wide field of view for excellent situational
awareness. The IP67 rating means that it is water- and dust-
proof, ensuring it will function in the harshest environments.
The Meprolight MCO PRO is available with a red or green
reticle. Each unit ships with a 1%2-inch riser, a CR2032 bat-
tery, a flathead/T8 Torx screwdriver, a T20 Torx wrench, a
cleaning cloth and user manual. It's also compatible with the
MMX3 3X Micro Magnifier ($330) and MMX4 4X Micro Mag-
nifier ($390). For more information, visit meprolight.com.
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DOUBLE SHOT

Last Call™ Double Shot™ Pairs High
Density TSS With Precision Plated
Steel Shot To Deliver An Ultra
High-Performance Hunting Load.

FOR MIAXIMUM PAYLOAD ENERGY
AND DEEPEST PENETRATION

THAN TRADITIONAL STEEL SHOT WATERFOWL LOADS*

STACKED PAYLOAD WITH HALF-SIZED STEEL
SHOT & TSS IMPROVES PELLET COUNTS AND
PATTERN DENSITY TO MAXIMIZE LETHALITY

......
-
iy

Final Pass™ Waterfowl Ammunil:iun.
Combines Innovation, Tradition And

Superior Manufacturing Quality.

BLENDED STEEL SHOT SIZES CONTAIN 30% MORE
PELLETS THAN A FULL #2 STEEL SHOT PAYLOAD

HALF-SIZED SHOT IMPROVES PELLET COUNTS
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CRITICAL PENETRATION

UNIQUE MIX OF PLATED PRECISION STEEL SHOT
SIZES DELIVERS MAXIMUM PATTERN DENSITY
AND TERMINAL ENERGY UPON IMPACT

LEARN MORE ABOUT

ﬂf_ﬁw WINCHESTER PRODUCTS LSRN Y ¥ A
F.EE. WHERE CAN | BUY WINCHESTER AMMUNITION? NINE FTFS7FA
= 'E%rk-‘

Visit Winchester.com to find a dealer near you!

© 2025 0lin Winchester, LLC &l/é’ .
fW[W

* Comparison made between LCDS1239 and equivalent payload 12ga 3" #2 steel shot
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RIFLES & GLASS

Leupold VX-5SHD Gen 2

NEEDS & WANTS

| LOVE AMERICA AND ITS FREE MARKETS. Competition
forces companies to continuously improve. One of the many
benefits of this system is the exceptional products cre-
ated to catch consumers’ attention or meet our demands.
Leupold’s new-for-2025 VX-5HD Gen 2 scopes are a
prime example of taking a good product and mak-
ing it better to please the customer. (That’s us.)
Optically, there were no changes to the VX-
5HD; it's only a few years old. Developing optical
designs is tremendously expensive, and it takes
selling a lot of scopes to pay for all that engineer-
ing and overhead. The Gen 2 is available for 1-5X,
2-10X, 3-15X, and 4-20X magnification ranges.

MECHANICAL IMPROVEMENTS

However, diligent and innovative scope
companies are continuously learning. Many
of those lessons learned can be applied to
the mechanical aspects of a scope to make
it better. For example, Leupold built the Mark
5HD, a tactical scope that is issued on multiple rifles
for the U.S. and international militaries. It has been
tested and vetted like few optics in the world, and

it continues to be a strong performer. Leupold
learned a lot about what it takes to build such a
scope and figured that commercial scopes should
benefit, too. Since abusing a scope doesn’t affect
the optics, just the mechanics, updating the com-
mercial lines with certain military features isn't

that cost prohibitive.

The most impactful change to durability that
Leupold made is one that the customer will never
see. Leupold significantly increased the amount
of spring tension the erector spring places on
the erector. There is an internal tube inside the
maintube that houses several lenses, and those lenses slide
back and forth as the shooter adjusts magnification. That
tube is the erector assembly. Turning the turrets to sight in a
rifle pushes one end of the erector around until the cross-
hairs point where the bullets impact. Since one end of the
erector has to float and be able to move, a spring pushes
against it to keep it snug against the turret screws. Spring
tension is what ensures the scope holds its zero through all
the bumps and drops of field use, and it also immobilizes
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the erector during recoil. That’'s asking a lot from one spring.
I've long felt that the Mark 5HD was Leupold’s most
durable scope, so | wasn’t surprised to learn that the erector
springs in the VX-5HD Gen 2 are almost identical to those
in the Mark 5HD. This was done to ramp up spring
tension and ensure the erector assembly only
moves when the shooter spins the turrets. While
I've never felt the VX-5HD was fragile, the Gen 2
just got a lot more robust.
Part of the mechanical redesign that made the
more powerful erector spring possible was the rede-
sign of the turret housing. The part of the maintube
where the turrets attach seems to always look the
same, but a closer inspection shows the asymmetrical
shape of the Gen 2 turret housing. Slightly alter-
ing the shape created room for the new erector
spring and allowed the erector assembly an
additional 10 percent of travel. Where the scope
once had 75 minutes of adjustment, the Gen 2
has approximately 82 minutes of travel.
The turret internals also received attention. Many
customers will adjust turrets and comment on how
“clicky” they feel, usually with the assumption that
the more defined the click, the better the scope.
This is completely false. The only important aspect
of the click adjustment in a turret is that it stays
put. Once it clicks into place, it shouldn’t move or
be able to wiggle back and forth. | learned long
ago not to argue with people who get emotional
about how the turrets feel, and Leupold decided
to extend them an olive branch. They put a stron-
ger spring inside the turret that gives a manly
click when adjusted. Scope molesters, rejoice.

""""""

CUSTOM TURRETS

The star of the Gen 2 show is theSpeedSet adjustment dial
that sits atop both windage and elevation turrets. This little
gem is going to single-handedly reduce profanity at the
range at least 30 percent, by my mostly scientific estimate.
Many turret caps attach to the scope by two or three small
Allen screws that require the use of a small wrench. | shud-
der to think of all the hours I've spent digging through glove
boxes, consoles and range bags looking for the elusive and
diminutive wrench. I've dumped my range bag more times

PHOTOS: MARK FINGAR



30 G&A | SEPTEMBER 2025 | RIFLES & GLASS

B s
CDS-SZL2

CUSTOM DIAL
SYSTEM

CDS-SZL2

CusTOM DIAL
SYSTEM
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The left knob adjusts parallax.
Markings range 50 to 600
yards, to infinity and beyond.

The knurled throw-lever sup-
ports coarse or fine adjust-
ments to magnification.

The push-button ZeroLock features a silver tab on the CDS

The parallax-adjustment knob also houses the CR2032 battery

turret, protruding from the elevation cap when zeroed (top) for
quick reference. It retreats at the second revolution (bottom).

than | can count because the wrench can hide and become

The logo’d button on the cap activates the illuminated reticle.

annotate the bullet, muzzle velocity, approximate elevation
and temperature. Then, Leupold creates a custom dial that

almost invisible. The SpeedSet adjustment turret means
we can say goodbye to Allen screws and their cursed

wrenches.

The Gen 2 turret requires the shooter to depress the
push-button ZeroLock and rotate the locking arm up and
away from the turret cap. This allows the turret cap to spin

freely for easy removal. There are slots
cut into the turret body that allow the
shooter to spin the turret with the cap
removed and, once zeroed, drop the
cap back into place. The initial zeroing
of the rifle is streamlined, but this also
helps when changing loads where it
becomes necessary to move the point
of impact a few clicks.

The SpeedSet turret also makes
using Leupold’s Custom Dial System
(CDS) more convenient — no tools
required! Each VX-5HD Gen 2 includes
a free CDS turret. Contact Leupold
(leupold.com/custom-dial-system) and

POWER
OBJECTIVE
TUBE DIAMETER

ELEVATION
ADJUSTMENT

WINDAGE

RETICLE
LENGTH
WEIGHT
EYE RELIEF
MSRP

MANUFACTURER

LEUPOLD VX-5HD GEN 2

3X-15X (tested)

50mm (tested)

30mm

1 mil per click or
.25 MOA per click

1 mil per click or
.25 MOA per click

lllu. FireDot Duplex (tested)

13.51n.

1 1B, 5 6F,

3.9t04.2in.

$1,600

Leupold, 800-538-7653,
leupold.com

measures in yards. All the shooter needs to know is the
distance to the target in order to dial and shoot. As much as
| appreciate the precision of ballistic solvers, the CDS-SZL2
SpeedSet is absolutely the way to go for hunting medium
and large game within 500 yards — hopefully well inside.
The Leupold VX-5HD Gen 2 scopes will have the same

magnification ranges and objective
lens sizes as the first generation,

with the exception of a 3-15x50mm
model. There is also a 3-15x44mm for
those who worry about weight and a
3-15x56mm for those who want this
magnification range in dimmer light.
The middleweight would be my choice
for deer-stand hunters looking for that
big whitetail on the edge of a corn field
during last light. While there is only the
one additional model for magnifica-
tion, all the Gen 2 scopes get the full
complement of upgraded features that
guides and shooters demand. [
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RM1C-COMP. Integral compensator for faster, more accurate shots.

Optics-ready, flat-face trigger, extra-short reset, amb
match-grade barrel. 15+1 and 17+1. Swap bounce for bullseyes.
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QUIET TIME Savage AccuCan AC30 B. O.B.

SAVAGE ACCUCAN AC30 B.0.B.
CALIBER [gelo

\irav.enranpl el 300 Win. Mag.
THREAD PITCH WL
LENGTH R:aIH
DIAMETER Al
\i=lel 0l 13.7 oz.

7075 aluminum, Grade 5
titanium (thread insert)

AN Hardcoat anodized
- $999

Savage Arms, 800-370-
0708, savagearms.com

MATERIALS

MANUFACTURER

“BACK OVER BARREL”

RENOWNED FOR ITS RIFLES, shotguns and handguns,
Savage’s foray into suppression is a compelling next step for
the company. Dubbed the “AccuCan” line, the initial release
includes a lineup of suppressors built to work with every-
thing from rimfire cartridges to large-caliber hunting rounds.
Savage offers five modular suppressors with the small-

the can. The result is reduced overall length of a given rifle,
making it more maneuverable and better balanced while still
providing ample sound suppression.

How “ample?” According to Savage, decibel (dB) levels
from its over-barrel suppressors aren’t much higher than
recordings from its standard cans. In testing, the AC30

est being the AC22, a
3%-ounce can for .22- and
17-caliber rimfires ($449,
savagearms.com). lts largest
suppressor, the AC338
($999), is rated for use up
to .338 Winchester Magnum
and .338 Lapua Magnum.
The AC30 B.O.B., the
acronym standing for “Back
Over Barrel,” provides
shooters with an additional
advantage that similar sup-
pressors lack. As an over-
barrel design, the threads
are recessed, so a portion of
the barrel is integrated into

e e

L i L
Sliding over the first few inches of barrel, the Savage AC30

B.O.B. offers the benefits of a full-size can with the reduced
length of a shorter model.

B.O.B. had a 133 dB rating
from a 20-inch barrel on

a .308-caliber rifle. Even
though it’s shorter, the
baffle design quiets sound
substantially.

The AC30 B.O.B. is
constructed using 7075
aluminum and a Grade
5 titanium thread insert,
which is the serialized
portion. This translates to
light weight (13.7 ounces)
and lasting durability. It is
also user-serviceable and is
composed of three simple
pieces, making maintenance
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Empower yourself with the M&P® Shield® Plus

Unlock dependable personal security with the M&P Shield Plus.
Designed for those who demand uncompromised personal protection
in @ concealable package. With more capacity than previous versions,
optics-ready slides, and the same great performance you expect.
Stop compromising, and start carrying with confidence.

= Scan for
More Info

¥ \

(@) Smith &Wesson

EMPOWERING AMERICANS ™

smith-wesson.com

©2024 Smith & Wesson Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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The endcap and core can be replaced. Only the threaded The portion that exists overtop the barrel is slightly oversized
mount is serialized. to accommodate most .30-caliber barrel diameters.

easy to complete without the need for specialized tools. far above head height.

Additionally, Savage builds AccuCan suppressors with The can measured just less than 8-inches long, but its

integrated self-cleaning carbon cutters, so cleanup isn’t a after-muzzle length was only 4.9 inches. Compared to a

concern until round counts are high. standard AC30 suppressor, the AC30 B.O.B. cut another 3
To put the AC30 B.O.B. to the test, | flew it to remote inches from this specific setup, bringing it down from 48 to

Alaska for a Spring black bear hunt. With thick underbrush 45 inches with the stock deployed. Folded, its total length

to navigate, it needed to be paired with a short rifle that | was only about 37 inches.

could deploy quickly. Savage’s Model 110 Ultralite Elite is Typically, point of impact shift is minimized with over-

a new-for-2025 hybrid hunting gun built on a folding MDT barrel suppressors, so if you prefer to carry the can and rifle

HNT26 chassis. When strapped into a pack, it didn’t extend separately and a rushed shot needs to be made, trust the

L] LAPUA

UP YOUR GAME

With Lapua TIRX
Lead-Free Bullets and Ammunition

New Lapua TrueRange Expanding (TRX) Lead-Free Hunting Bullets and
Ammunition deliver industry leading long-range precision and exceptional
terminal performance, ensuring a clean and ethical harvest.

« Solid Copper Polymer-Tip Design
« Highest-In-Class BC's

! ® . « 99%+ Weight Retention
8 I“
B
\ 2 TRX® Bullets arriving in summer: TRX® Ammunition arriving in fall:
v B e 6.5mm 120 Grain TRX e 6.5 Creedmoor 120 Grain TRX
+ * 30 caliber 150 Grain TRX * 6.5 x 55 SE 120 Grain TRX
e 30 caliber 165 Grain TRX * 308 Winchester 150 Grain TRX

Up Your Game at Iapua.com/TRX PASSION FOR PRECISION
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The AC30 B.O.B. is not designed for rapid fire. Savage reccommends only shooting one round per one second up to 20 rounds.
After that, the can should be allowed to cool to the ambient temperature to ensure optimal performance.

rifle will perform similarly with or without the suppressor its ability to lessen recoil helps keep game in the crosshairs.
attached. It sports common %&x24 threads, making it com- My bear, a mature boar, didn’t require an additional
patible with most rifle barrels. This, coupled with its ability round from this stealthy, effective setup. It rolled at the first
to cut down on sound, muzzle flash and recoil, makes the shot, and not more than a few feet. The scene played out
AC30 B.0O.B. an advantageous tool for hunters. in a clear view through the scope as | was able to keep
Field use proved the suppressor’s value for hunters. steady on him through the triggerpull. I'm sold on folding

Despite my rifle being chambered in .300 Win. Mag. — the stocks and short cans such as the AC30 B.O.B. for large-
top end of the AC30 B.0O.B.’s operating range — shots were caliber hunting rifles.

so quiet that nearby hunters hardly heard them; some didn’t Give this over-barrel suppressor a try and see the differ-
hear them at all. Magnum knockdown power and hearing- ence for yourself. When hunting big game, having the upper
safe reports. Game is less likely to spook easily, so if a hand makes the slight extension in length and marginal
follow-up shot is needed, opportunities are multiplied. Plus, addition of weight well worth it. 3 — J. Kadoun

Qur most popular holster just went LEATHER!
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Our new Distressed &
Leather Perfect Holster
allows you to carry a
spare magazine INSIDE
the holster, and pretty
much anything you can
think of on the OUTSIDE.

Use the outside elastic
pockets for things like
your cell phone, a pen, or
flashflight. The more you
carry, the less it looks like e
S — . FREE Shipping!

Coupon: GA2025

Get one now at:  [E ;

SneakyPete.com T i G i

(Magazines, belt. irearm, and accessories are not included)
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ULTRA LIGHT &
ULTRA FAST

AVAILABLE IN THE SPEEDY 7MM BACKCOUNTRY,
THE SAVAGE 110 ULTRALITE ELITE HAS ALL THE
OPTIONS FOR HARD HUNTING.

BY TOM BECKSTRAND | PHOTOS BY MARK FINGAR
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Even with a 90-degree lift, the bolt throw leaves room to cycle
without optic interference. Note: The bolt knob is carbon fiber.

A QUICK GLANCE at the Savage
110 Ultralite Elite, and 1t’s easy to
think 1t’s a more expensive chassis
rifle made 1n a boutique gun shop.
If 1t had a Remington 700 footprint,
I’'d also be inclined to think that it’s
just like the others. However, the
combination of a Savage action
with a Proof Research barrel and
MD'T HN'T26 chassis results in

a different approach to producing

a lightweight package with excep-
tional performance. In fact, the Sav-
age receiver has more action screw
engagement than any Model 700,
meaning fewer unexplained flyers
when shooting groups. Anyone
spending this kind of money on a
rifle needs to consider that.

THE SAVAGE WAY

The magic of the Savage bolt-action receiver, especially

TYPE
CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY

BARREL

LENGTH

WEIGHT

STOCK

GRIP

LENGTH OF PULL
TRIGGER

FINISH

SIGHTS

SAFETY

MSRP

MANUFACTURER

when placed in a chassis, lies in the amount of action
screw engagement it offers. Two action screws are all
that attach almost all barreled actions to the stock or
chassis. The amount of screw engagement, or lack

Even the bolt assembly is weight-conscious. Fluting in the bolt
body reduces weight. The dual ejectors ensure reliable ejection.

SAVAGE
110 ULTRALITE ELITE

Bolt action

/mm Backcountry (tested)

3+1 rds.

Proof Research, 18 in., 1:8-
in. twist, Sendero contour

391 n.

6 Ibs., 1 0z. (tested)

MDT HNT26 chassis, adj.

MDT, carbon fiber, pistol

13.5 in., adj.

11bs., 10 oz. (tested)

Cerakote Elite Series

None; 20-MOA optic rail

Lever, three position

$3,299

Savage,
800-370-0708,
savagearms.com

thereof, 1s frequently startling. The
Model 700 footprint, for example,
1s the worst oftender.

Savage’s receiver has about 60
percent more action sCrew engage-
ment than a Model 700, which 1s
crucial for a chassis rifle because
almost no one uses bedding com-
pound when 1nstalling a barreled
action 1nside this type of stock.
When the rifle fires, the barreled
action bucks and snorts and wants
to yjump around. The higher the
chamber pressure, the more it
moves. It’s hard for action screws
to immobilize the barreled action
through the firing sequence, so the
shooter sees the occasional flyer and
wonders, Why? Increasing action
screw engagement results in fewer

flyers because more engagement equals better immo-

bilization. The internet may scream when I write this,

but bedding a barreled action to a chassis 1s also a great
way to eliminate flyers. Thank you for your attention to

this matter.

The recerver 1n the Savage 110 Ultralite Elite sees
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M-Lok attachment points surround the handguard. There are also
front quick-detach sling-swivel sockets on the left and right sides.
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Removable for suppressors, the Savage Omniport radial muzzle-
brake greatly reduces felt recoil from the 7mm Backcountry.

The mag release is a bilateral lever that’s positioned forward of the
triggerguard. The triggerguard is skeletonized for tool access.

the most stringent quality control Savage ofters. For
the money, that’s unsurprising. Each of these actions
1s blueprinted, with the bolt head being held to tight
tolerances. This ensures the floating bolt head, when
the action 1s closed, sits perfectly perpendicular to
the centerline of the bore. This arrangement prevents
runout in the cartridge when chambered and that the
bullet 1s pointed straight down the barrel.

The bolt head 1s one of my favorite parts of Sav-
age rifles. This particular 110 model has dual ejectors

The foam-filled carbon-fiber MDT stock is adjustable for comb
height and length of pull. Four quarter-inch spacers are included.

for positive ejection. The use of dual ejectors means
the load placed on each ejector is minimal, creating

a long and trouble-free service life. The extractor 1s

a sliding plate that sits in the outboard bolt lug. I've
spoken with numerous rifle manufacturers on the
subject of extractors and they all agree that this type
of sliding plate 1s — by far — the strongest. As more
high-pressure rifle cartridges hit the market, we should
expect to see more extractors like this one; rifle manu-
facturers are realizing 1ts superiority.
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Attached to the receiver is a Proof

Research carbon-fiber-wrapped
barrel in the Sendero Light con-
tour. The barrel is 18-inches long,

threaded &-24
at the muzzle,
and comes with
a radial muzzle-
brake attached.
Lightweight
performance 1s
the goal for the
110 Ultralite
Elite, and this
barrel fits that
bill pertectly.
It’s also an
accurate barrel,
with Guns &
Ammo’s test
rifle printing the
smallest 7mm

Federal Premium’s 170-grain
Terminal Ascent. A .43-inch group
for three shots at 100 yards off a
bipod with a rear bag from a rifle

Backcountry

group I've 170-GR. 175-GR.
fived msing The TERMINAL ASCENT1 ol FUSION TIPPED
flagship round: BARNES LRX

PERFORMANCE

LOAD

Federal Terminal Ascent 170-gr. Tip.

Federal Barnes 168-gr. LRX

Federal Fusion Tipped 175-gr. Bond.

VELOCITY

(FPS)
2,963
2:975
2,962

21
69
20

that weighs 6
pounds 1S no
small feat.

The chassis
1s another key
component In
creating the
rifle’s great
accuracy while
still minimizing
welght. MDT’s
HNT26 tolding
chassis uses
a magnesium
center section
that has been
skeletonized
for light weight
while main-
taining rigidity.
The adjustable
stock, pistol

BEST GROUP | AVERAGE GROUP

(IN.)
43
/8
.82

(IN.)
oI
1.03
.96

Notes: Accuracy is the average of three three-shot groups fired from a rest at 100 yards. (Three-shot groups were used

due to limited ammo availability.) Velocity is the average of five shots measured with a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph
placed adjacent to the muzzle.
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grip and forend are all made from
carbon fiber, too, to keep weight
down. The length of pull adjusts
through the use of spacers, and the
chassis includes an adjustable comb
for height behind the scope, and

to ensure the rifle fits the shooter.
It’s a thoughtful consideration on a
light-but-powertul rifle.

THE BACKCOUNTRY

The 7mm Backcountry is about
the size and shape of the .280
Remington, but i1t was designed to
be loaded to a maximum pressure
of 80,000 pounds per square inch
(psi). The high pressure allows

the Backcountry to generate 7mm
Magnum performance 1in a smaller
package while still using a shorter
barrel. The rule to use when think-
ing about the 7mm Backcountry is
“20, 170, 3,0007; a “20-1nch bar-
rel” will push a “170-grain bullet™
at “3,000 feet per second” (fps).
Getting that kind of performance
took a lot of engineering and testing
to achieve.

The secret sauce 1s the case mate-
rial, a substance Federal calls “Peak
Alloy.” It’s a high-performance steel
that should not be confused with
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The receiver and bolt are finished in
Cerakote’s Blackout Elite Series. The MDT
chassis features the Gun Metal Grey finish.

ke
4

The low-profile, detachable AICS-pattern
magazine holds three rounds of 7mm Back-
country. Add another for the chamber.

For the Man Who Gives
Everything and Expects Nothing

f you're anything like my dad, you give your family

everything. Your name, your time, your values — the people
in your life know they can depend on you for practically
anything. In exchange for imparting all of this energy and
experience, you expect nothing in return.

The point? You deserve to treat yourself once in a while. You do
so much for the people you care about. Now it’s time to focus

on you for just a few minutes. That's where the Men’s Due Volta
Watch comes in. This astonishing innovation provides a digital
readout that's powered by a precise quartz engine, combining
both analog and digital timekeeping.

Other hybrid watches can sell for
thousands of dollars, but because we've == ——
built more than 1 million

watches, we know how to
create real value. That's why
we can offer this timepiece
for just $59! If youre not
completely satishied
with this watch,
return it for a full
refund.

Act quickly! This

one-of-a-kind

DAY.DATE |
STARTISTOP

-"'-q___-

watch has been
one of our fastest

sellers this year.

Of our original

run of 2,872, we

only have 389 left

for this ad! In the last
couple of years there’s
been a watch shortage,
but Stauer has got you
covered. If you're the kind of

man who gives everything . _—
and expects nothing in B |
return, it’s time to treat yourself. 100s of

5 Star Reviews

1. 0.0.0.0 ¢

“I like the look
and intelligent design

of the watch.”

— Anthony V., Tacoma, WA

Watch Specifications:
e Complications: stopwatch, alarm,
a.m./p.m. settings, and day, date and month
* Precision movement chronograph
e Stainless steel caseback and crown

e Water-resistant to 3 AT M

Men’s Due Volta Watch
$399- $59* . S&P Save $320

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: DVW286-04

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DVW286-04, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauer.com

JoiN MORE THAN 1 MILLION

SMART PEOPLE WHO OWN
STAUER WATCHES

Stauel’u | AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY
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the cheap steel cases that
have been around forever.

An important consid-
eration when upping the
chamber pressure 1s the
impact it will have on
pressure put against the
bolt’s face. Pressure in the
chamber will likely never
be high enough to rupture
the barrel, but 1t can push
the bolt back towards the
shooter enough to allow the
case to rupture. Manufac-
turers measure this phe-
nomenon and call it “lug
setback.” The 7mm Backcountry solves this problem in
two ways. The first i1s to imit the diameter of the cartridge
case head that pushes against the bolt face. By staying to
the standard .473-inch diameter, the cartridge (at 80,000
ps1) can only push against the bolt as hard a magnum
cartridge with a .532-inch case head at 64,000 psi.

The second way to limit lug setback 1s through shear
transfer, which occurs when the cartridge case pushes
against the chamber wall. The more the cartridge pushes
against the chamber wall and sticks temporarily to it, the
less force 1t can put on the bolt face. Since steel doesn’t
deform like brass under pressure, 1t’'s much more diffi-
cult for the Backcountry to generate unsafe lug setback
than 1t 1s for a high-pressure brass competitor.

Increasing the pressure certainly increases muzzle
velocity, which means recoil and muzzle blast increases
also. Just as the math shows that the bolt thrust gener-
ated by the 7mm Backcountry i1s almost identical to the
bolt thrust generated by a magnum cartridge, the recoil
1s almost 1dentical. My scale has this test rifle weighing
in at 6 pounds, 1 ounce, which is about as light as I'd
ever want to go for a 7mm Backcountry rifle.

As of this writing, Savage offers five models that
chamber 7mm Backcountry, including the 110 PPR,
110 Timberline, 110 Ultralite, 110 Trail Hunter Lite,

and the 110 Ultralite Elite tested here. The 110 Trail
Hunter Lite presents the lowest barrier to entry at just
$669. Being able to fit the stock of the 110 Ultralite
Elite to my body, though, made it easy to manage recoil
— but know for sure that there will be recoil! The radial
brake does a decent job of taming 1t without being abu-
sive to others on the firing line. The recoil 1s far from
abusive. I think an 8-pound .300 Winchester Magnum
hurts more than this rifle does.

While there 1s the ever-elusive 195-grain Berger
EOL projectile slated for 7mm Backcountry, I've yet to
see a box of 1t. I was able to test the other three loads
containing the 170-grain Terminal Ascent, 175-grain
Fusion Tipped and 168-grain Barnes LRX. If I had
to choose my
favorite Back-
country projec-
tile for hunting,
it’s the Terminal
Ascent. It’s also
the bullet I've
had to work
the hardest to
get to shoot
well with other
rifles. Three-
shot groups
usually hover 1
MOA. This 110
Ultralite Elite,
however, loves
the Terminal Ascent bullet. The best group with G&A’s
test rifle measured a scant .43 inch for three shots at
100 yards! That cartridge-bullet combo 1n this rifle is
ideal for anything in North America.

I was surprised at the absence of punishing recoil
when shooting 1t. The chassis 1S comfortable and
handles 1t well. Savage also spent time to ensure this
1s 1ts best effort in regard to the shooter’s experience.
Savage purchased new broaching machines and cutting
lubricants so that the internal cuts on the receiver are
smooth. Hence, bolt cycling was effortless. Savage
also did a lot of testing on coatings and learned that
the Elite Series Cerakote offers identical corrosion
resistance as a nitride finish, and some lubricity. The
bolt body 1s also finished 1n Elite Series Cerakote
to enhance an already improved bolt cycle. Savage
included a 1%2-pound trigger to make 1t as easy as pos-
sible to shoot this lightweight rifle accurately.

NORTH AMERICA’S ONE-GUN

The 110 Ultralite Elite and 7mm Backcountry are a great
choice for most hunters. Mountain climbers will enjoy
the light weight; travelers will appreciate the ability to fold
the rifle for transport. I can think of no other package
that offers more flexibility for the ballistic horsepower.




Based on Springfield Armory’s Professional 1911 employed by the FBI's Hostage Rescue

Team, the TRP™ family of pistols was created to deliver a premium, hard-use 1911

platform. Now available in new optics-ready models in .45 ACP and, for the first time,
9MM. The forged slide and frame are hand-selected for fit and finish and paired with the
AOS optics-mounting system for optimal integration of today’s most popular optics.
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SIMPLE
PLEASURES

THE NEXT GENERATION OF
KIMBER'S 1911 BUILDS ON LEGACY.

BY ERIC R. POOLE | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

WITH THE BUZZ surrounding the Kimber 2K11, introduced in Guns &
Ammo’s January 2025 i1ssue, and the KDSOc first seen in the August 2023
edition, you wouldn’t be wrong for assuming the Model 1911 has become
a double-stack. A priority to increase capacity continues to dominate the
headlines throughout firearms media. The 2K11 utilizes 20-round mag-
azines for the 9mm chambering, and 13-round mags for the .45.The
KDS9¢ — only 1n 9mm — carries 15 rounds in its magazine well. How-
ever, 1f you subscribe to the everyday carry (EDC) lifestyle, a half-pound
of follow-up shots on your belt plus another 1n a spare magazine 1sn’t
always convenient or comfortable. It may not even be legal to carry more
than 10 or 15 rounds for those living in restrictive areas. The truth 1s
there’s nothing wrong with depending on a quality Model 1911.
I worked for a company first sergeant who was one of
the last Marines to insist on being issued a Model 1911.
Though the M9 was adopted 1n 1985, it took more
than 15 years for the U.S. Marine Corps to collect and
dispose of its M1911s and M45s from 1its Reserves
and specialized units. When I went through armorer
school in 1998, we were still trained to service both the
MO and M1911A1. If we had them 1n the racks, elder
Marines who enlisted during the 1970s and ’80s checked
these pistols out and wore them like a coveted badge.
Ly b g 5 “Old Slabside” was the pistol’s nickname, and each seemed
- 3 | to have personality traits distinguished by a rack number on the
- LR B "y grip. The .45 was a trusted companion. Each of us measured our-
h " g W, Ny selves against the heroics of Col. Walter Walsh, a former FBI agent, combat
"™ By B legend and National Match champion. Following the invasion of Okinawa,
Walsh shot a Japanese soldier at 80 yards with one shot from his .45.
We never asked i1t to recoil less, because we knew it hit like a hammer. It
was the shooter’s responsibility to train and get stronger, to learn how to
manipulate the trigger and manage the recoil. If a Marine couldn’t shoot
an Expert score at the range, he resigned to carry an MO.

T
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X FE

CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY

BARREL
NEXT GEN (OR)

The pendulum has returned for
the 1911, as it enjoys a renewed
interest. For those who prefer the
slimmer circumference of the grip,
hybrid walnut panels, balanced
handling and familiar controls, the
Next (Gen 18 a pistol possessing
durability, function and style for a
relatively modest retail of $999.
“‘Next Gen’ was chosen for the
name because this pistol was priced
and developed for those looking
to enter the pistol market,” said
Director of Product Management,
Assembly and Finishing Pedi Gega.

LENGTH
HEIGHT

WIDTH
WEIGHT

FINISH

GRIPS

SIGHTS

TRIGGER

SAFETY

MSRP

MANUFACTURER

KIMBER NEXT GEN (OR)

STAINLESS

Recoil operated, hammer
fired, semiautomatic

9mm (tested), .45 ACP

O rds. (9mm), 8 rds. (.45)

5 in., stainless steel,
1:16-in. twist

3.6 in.

5.4 in.

1.35n.

2 Ibs., 4.2 oz.

KimPro Il Black/Satin Silver
or brushed stainless steel

Black walnut, G10 inlay

Fixed post, red dot (front);
fixed notch, black (rear);

optic ready, C&H plate incl.

GT Performance Trigger 4
Ibs., 12 oz. (tested)

Thumb lever, bilateral;
grip lever

$999

Kimber, 888-243-4522,
kimberamerica.com

Both models

are available

in 9mm or .45
ACP The 9mm
barrel i1s ramped to ensure feeding,
while the .45 barrel 1s stainless. They
have swinging links, bushings and a
traditional lock-up design. Disassem-
bling the Next Gen 1911s sent for
evaluation was a throwback to yes-
teryear. Kimber provides a bushing
wrench to assist with depressing the
plunger while rotating the bushing
and unlocking it from the shide. If

you’ve fieldstripped a 1911 betore,

“The Next Gen 1911 may be the
first step 1n attracting new marksmen. It’s like what we
did with the 1911 1n the 1993, ’94, timeframe. People
customized Colt 1911s then, and a shooter would have
to step up to one made by the likes of Ed Brown, for
example, to find features that are now standard on the
Next Gen 1911s. Even back then, most people were
not able to order all of these features at the same time.”
Introduced in 2025, the Next Gen (OR) series 1s
configured as the Custom Two-Tone Next Gen (OR)
or the Stainless Next Gen (OR). The two-tone model
1s CNC’d from inherently corrosion-resistant stainless
steel and given additional protection with a KimPro
black finish on the slide and a satin silver finish on the
frame for contrast. The controls are also finished in
KimPro II black for accents on the Custom Two-"Tone
Next Gen model. The Stainless Next (Gen version 18
first blasted with a matte finish and then horizontally
brushed along the sides of the frame and slide for a
subtle contrast. The only black accents are the skeleton-

1zed combat hammer, sights, optic plate and extractor.

you should be able to accomplish

this with your thumb and without the wrench. Lining
up the slide-lock lever with the notch at the bottom of
the slide allows it to be removed, followed by the slide
assembly. This reveals either a ramped 9mm barrel or
a standard .45 barrel. The barrel also has a hood with a
notch as a witness hole. (It’s a loaded chamber indictor.)
There’s a slight pronounced ring at the muzzle to tighten
the relationship between the muzzle and the bushing, but
these are not hand-fit so-called “match” parts. The muz-
zle 1s flush to the bushing face and has a deep 11-degree
crown to protect the integrity of its accuracy potential.

With the slide assembly off the frame, it’s easy to
remove the guiderod and recoil spring. The spring 1s a
yellow-marked 12-pound type for 9mm and 16-pound
for the .45.The spring weight accommodates the many
loads and grainweights of ammunition available, which
I verified by shooting a random mix of projectiles
during function testing. I call it the “Typewriter Test.”

The guiderod 1s stainless steel and i1s the conven-
tional, short Government profile. This detail 1s wel-



MEET YOUR NEXT
CARRY AMMAO...
XRG DEFENSE

After years of use with European Law Enforcement, XRG Defense ammunition is now available

to the American market. This solid copper hollow-point bullet construction results in near 100%
weight retention regardless of the barriers encountered. Light-for-caliber bullet weights produce

low perceived recoil, high velocity, and reliable expansion from today’s compact personal defense
handguns. XRG Defense has been tested extensively in modern, compact handguns to ensure

reliable feeding and function in the most demanding environments.
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Kimber’s Next Gen 1911 (OR) 9mm models were
developed on a Series 70 system, including a
swinging-link ramped barrel, bushing, conven-

In addition to the thumb-safety lever, the bea-
vertail grip safety protects the hand from ham-
merbite. Though it is smooth, there is a subtle
rise at the bottom of the arch to ensure reliable
deactivation when the safety is grasped.

STAINLESS

.....
Ly ".';I_EJ‘ =

Controls are familiar to 1911 users. The
GT trigger averages between 4 and

5 pounds, and features a curved and
serrated shoe. The cut behind the
trigger eases a finger’s reach to press it.

comed by those who don’t enjoy figuring out how

to disassemble varying full-length guiderod designs.
(Many of us have debated when the 1911 even needs a
full-length guiderod.)

One of the nicest features of the Next Gen 1911
1s seen 1n 1ts detailed disassembly. The action 1s the
lauded Series 70, which means it lacks the additional
safety plunger and firing pin block that worsens the
feel of the trigger experienced in Series 80 models. The
Next Gen 1911 comes apart like a traditional 1911A1,
t0o, albeit with notable improvements.

The hammer 1s the skeletonized “combat hammer,”
which evolved from the ring hammer first appearing on
the early Commander model in 1949 — also ininally
chambered in 9mm. Further protecting the hand from
hammer bite 1s the smooth grip-safety lever. Though it
does not feature a bump, it 18 slightly raised for posi-
tive deactivation. As with most 1911s, the Next Gen
features a bilateral thumb-safety lever that’s used to
lock the hammer back. The extended, serrated pads are
not too wide but long enough to also offer additional
support for the thumb to press against to help counter
muzzle flip during multiple-shot strings. (Down-
ward pressure on the safety lever with our thumb also

tional-length guiderod and 12-pound spring.

ensures that we don’t unintentionally push 1t up and
unintentionally reengage the safety when firing.)

Kimber refers to the trigger as 1ts “GT™ trigger. It’s
aluminum and given a two-slot skeletonized profile
with a traditional curved and serrated face. At the
bottom 18 a hole to insert a small Allen wrench to adjust
the trigger’s overtravel. A slight amount of pre-travel
1s evident before 42 pounds of pressure 1s required to
fire. The G'T trigger displayed a crisp snap rather than
a spongy break. The firing control group 1s precision
machined and finished to achieve that trigger press
without the need of stoning. It also helped Kimber
reduce the cost of the product tremendously while
maintaining the same level of cleanliness with respect
to the trigger’s travel. The trigger 1s adjustable by
adjusting the leaf spring tension, but it should be done
by a qualified gunsmith.

We see 1911s with both internal and external
extractors. Browning designed pistols in his era with
both. Though a few of the 1911 prototypes were sub-
mitted with external extractors, the U.S. Army specified
internal extractors on the final version. Though the
1911 served the military with an internal extractor,
commercial offerings with external extractors became
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Thin serrations on the flat-top slide dull the
surface between the red-dot front sight and
the ejection port.

The bobtail grip offers comfort and reduces
printing when concealed. The mainspring
housing is aluminum with 32-lpi checkering.

The rear of the slide has an external
extractor and was cut for optic mounting.
The coverplate integrates the rear sight.

Stocks are a hybrid black walnut with a G10
inlay and a “frag” pattern for grip. Front-
strap checkering is 32 lines per inch (Ipi).

common 1n the ’80s. Internal extractors require an eye
for quality control to ensure proper spring tension. The
external extractor is easier for the modern manufactur-
ing process. In my 30 years of servicing 1911s, I have
not observed a practical advantage either way.
Standard sights on the Next Gen 1911 are a dove-
talled, red-painted dot at the front — also meaning
that 1t can be adjusted with a sight pusher for windage
corrections. Out of the box, the rear 1s an integral,
non-adjustable, serrated, all-black U-notch on the
coverplate. The coverplate 1s secured to the slide by two
T-10 fasteners. With an external extractor and Series
70 design, Kimber was able to lower the cut to make
it optic ready (OR). This approach lowers the optic’s
height over bore. With an optic mounted, it’s still not
low enough to use the front sight as a backup, which
1s why there’s no rear sight behind the optic. Kimber
provides a C&H adapter plate for an RMR footprint,
which accept numerous products from Holosun,
Riton and Trijicon, to name a few. A Tryjicon SRO was
mounted to the Custom Two-Tone Next Gen 1911 for
this evaluation, while the Stainless Next Gen 1911 was
tested with 1ron sights only.

The Next Gen 1911 features a dovetailed
front sight, front slide serrations, a deeply
crowned muzzle and angular edges.

The Next Gen 1911 can be carried “cocked-
and-locked” with a round in the chamber.
The thumb safety lever is slim and bilateral.

FEATURE RICH
The Next Gen 1911 has several notable features
that affects its practicality in handling and shooting.
The frame lacks a triggerguard undercut, a trend that
encourages a high grip. Typically, this can improve
recoll management and speed eftective follow-up shots.
Undercuts aren’t necessary for single-stack frames.
This article would be incomplete 1f the bobtail to
the mainspring housing and frame wasn’t discussed.
Championed by Ed Brown in the 1990s, the bobtail is a
curve that eliminates the sharp angle at the bottom-rear
of the frame. The rounded frame and mainspring hous-
ing reduces the risk of printing against thin-layered
clothing such as a t-shirt, and 1t makes the pistol more
comfortable to grip. The benefits are subjective; some
feel that pressure from the corner of the grip against
the palm is important to aid in control during recoil.
Also notable 1s that there 1S no accessory rail integral
to the dustcover. Despite continuing interest among the
public and law enforcement regarding lights on a pistol,
there are still more holster options for 1911s that lack
a rail or light. Even with the aesthetic treatments of the
Next Gen series, these fit in standard 1911 carry rigs.
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The grips are
a blend of old
and new. Start-
ing with smooth
black walnut
panels shaped to
the bobtail con-
tour, each have
a (310 inlay fea-
turing a “frag”
pattern for tex-
ture. They are
secured to the
frame by 352 Allen-head fasteners. Notably, the top i1s
low enough not to intertere with the extended thumb-
safety levers.

Besides the aforementioned external extractor, sight
and optic cut, the Government-length slide wears addi-
tional details. The ejection port was deeply lowered and
flared to accommodate the optic-ready slide.

“With optics, there are many sizes and varieties,’ said
Gega. “The Tryicon SRO and Vortex Defender are
popular, and these sit
forward and slightly
over the ejection port.
By lowering the port
on the slide, a car-
tridge case does not
get caught between the
optic and the shde. It
has a cleaner path to
escape and get out of
the way.”

The sides have thin
serrations at the front
and rear, and the top of
the slide has angles that
lead to the flat top. The
flat-top seems appro-
priate given the optic
cut coverplate, but there are fine serrations between the
front sight and the ejection port. These are tastefully exe-
cuted details that are reminiscent of features on hand-
made custom pistols between the 1970s and 2000s.

Inside the high-quality ballistic-nylon soft case 1s the
manual, cable lock and empty chamber flag, as well as
a sticker, two magazines and C&H Precision accessory
pouch with RMR adapter plate. As-1s, the Next Gen
is an excellent proposition for less than a grand. Plus,
unlike many 1911s under the glass counter, these wear
a Kimber brand and are made in Troy, Alabama.

Kimber provides two stainless-steel maga-
zines with the Next Gen 1911s. Spares are
available at kimberamerica.com. $45

PERFORMANCE

Browning BPT 147-gr. FMJ

Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX
Fiocchi Range 115-gr. FMJ

Fiocchi Range 115-gr. FMJ
Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX

Browning BPT 147-gr. FMJ

THINGS | WISH FOR?

I'd recommend a detault front-sight color being a bright
day-glow yellow, orange or green, or a small paint kit

to allow users to change the color. As 1t 1s, the red-

Winchester USA Ready Defense 124-gr. JHP

CUSTOM TWO-TONE NEXT GEN (OR)

Winchester USA Ready Defense 124-gr. JHP

Notes: Accuracy is the average of five five-shot groups fired from a sandbag rest from 25 yards. The

Custom Two-Tone model was tested using a Trijicon SRO optic. Velocity is the average of five shots
measured using a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph set adjacent to the muzzle.
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Some pistols — especially those with optics
— are not reliable with unusually lightweight
projectiles. Even with a Trijicon SRO mounted,
the Custom Two-Tone Next Gen (OR) demon-
strated flawless reliability with NOVX 65-grain
+P poly-copper projectiles. These averaged
1,718.6 fps.

painted dot on the
front sight was hard

to see quickly. Besides
altering the front sight,

1,027 | 44 | 15 | 225 | 3.49 :

I would have appreci-
1265 | 52 | 18 | 2.43 | 2.51 . :

ated a lighter trigger
1225 [ 349|129 | 26 | 366

feel to extract more of
1203 | 18 | 6 | 296 | 379

1ts accuracy potental.
However, I approve of
the Next (Gen’s Series
70 system. Tested at 4
pounds, 12 ounces, the
trigger was more than
acceptable, especially if
you aim to carry it. As
time moves on, I could
change these details. Part of the fun in owning a 1911 is
the ease 1n personalizing 1t to make 1t uniquely yours.

1,190 o1 20 1.45 2.56
1,20 42 12 1.47 2.2
1,270 31 1 1.6 2.47
1,020 | 296 | 109 | 186 2.3

SAVED ROUNDS

A lot has happened to John M. Browning’s design since
1911. Browning might not recognize it, or have fath-
omed the multi-axis, computer-numerical controlled
(CNC) machines the stainless-steel components are
now shaped from. Front slide serrations, optic-ready
slides, ambidextrous thumb-safety levers, protective
orip safeties, a bobtail frame, beveled edges and maga-
zine well. Are simpler times ahead? Given the advance-
ments the KDS9c and 2K 11 have contributed to
modern pistol design, 1t would be easy for a casual eye
to look beyond the Kimber Custom Next Gen (OR)
models. That would be an unfortunate oversight. [
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A FINE
FIELDER

THE TRISTAR RAPTOR II IS AN AFFORDABLE FIELD
SHOTGUN THAT SHOOTS ABOVE ITS CLASS.

BY JACK OLLER | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ
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The texture on the grip and forend is a tactile, laser-engraved honeycomb pattern. It may
not be as distinguished as hand-checkering, but it is a cost-conscious manufacturing

method that enables effective control of the gun.

WHAT DOES THE consumer get

when purchasing a new, modern-
production shotgun? The answer
became apparent after firing a few
rounds of skeet to test the TriStar
Raptor II. My shooting partner
brought a 1970s-era Browning
Auto-5, so we 1nevitably compared
the two for function.

The Auto-5 1s, of course, the
more desirable of the two among
collectors, and 1t’s not really in the
same class as the Raptor II though
both are semiautomatic field shot-
guns. However, the comparison
highlighted the advancements in
features and functions of modern
shotguns.

My shooting partner agreed. The
Raptor II was the superior field
gun that day. It cycled faster than
the Auto-5, and the Raptor II has a
ventilated rib and fiber-optic sight

TYPE

GAUGE
CAPACITY

BARREL

CHOKES

LENGTH

LENGTH OF PULL
DROP AT HEEL
DROP AT COMB

STOCK

WEIGHT

TRIGGER

SIGHT

SAFETY
MSRP

MANUFACTURER

IMPORTER

for easier aiming. Its lighter handling was due to its
substantially less weight compared to the the Auto-5,

yet 1t produced less perceived recoil.
The nostalgic mind would first reach for the Auto-5,

perhaps for an upland bird hunt or round of sporting
clays; it is the more beautiful of the two. The average

shooter will take more birds and break more clays with

the Raptor II. Why? I think it’s the amalgamation of
contemporary touches that enhance its shootability.

SEMIAUTO VS. SEMIAUTO

Now, I acknowledge that the Belgian-made Auto-5
1S not a reasonable comparison for the Turkish-made

TRISTAR RAPTOR II

Gas operated,
semiautomatic

12 (tested), 20

2+1 rds. (w/ plug); 4+1 rds.

28 in., steel, chrome lined

Full, Modified, Improved
Cylinder; Mobil pattern

48.5 in.

14.5 in.

3in.

1.5 1n.

Turkish walnut (tested),
black synthetic, Mossy Oak
(MO) Country Roots camo.

7 |1bs., 1.6 62.

5 Ibs., 6 0z. (tested)

Fiber-optic bead, red
(front), 6Bmm ventilated rib

Crossbolt, two positions

$579

Kral Arms, Turkey

TriStar Arms, 816-421-1400,
tristararms.com

The recoil pad on the Raptor Il features a
soft rubber material that is shaped to match
the lines and blend with the stock.

TriStar Raptor II. Technology
has advanced extensively since
the ’70s, even among the most
affordable shotguns today. A more
current comparison of the Raptor II
would be the Viper G2 series, also
imported by TriStar. Reviewed in
the February 2024 1ssue of Guns &
Ammo, contributor Bob Hunnicutt
found the Viper (G2 to be a reliable
value-priced shotgun. The Raptor
IT 1s manufactured by Kral Arms in
Beysehir; the Viper (G2 1s manufac-
tured by Armsan 1n Istanbul. While
they are functionally similar, Kral
can manufacture the Raptor II at
a lower cost, resulting 1in TriStar’s
$579 suggested retail price for the
walnut stock. The wood-stocked
Viper G2 is $779.

At a glance, both share many
features, including chrome-lined
steel barrels, Mobil-type chokes,

capacities, length, weight, ventilated ribs and fiber-optic
sights. It’s also hard to visually discern the aesthetic
differences without close inspection.

The value proposition of the Raptor II comes from a
simpler lineup versus the Viper G2’s long list of addi-
tional camo models including turkey versions, different

gauges and a left-hand option. The Raptor

1s only

chambered for 12 or 20 gauge, and 1n black synthetic
($499), Mossy Oak Country Roots ($599), or Turkish

walnut.

At the time of this writing, TriStar had no plans to

expand this lineup. After putting a flat (250 rounds)
of Fiocchi White Rino (spoken “r41n0™) through the




The TriStar Raptor |l may appear similar to
the Viper G2 line, however, details set apart
the two series. Note the subtle downturn
curve along the comb of the stock and
honeycomb-pattern checkering, unique for
the Raptor Il.
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The enlarged charging handle and bolt release are expected for modern semiautomatic
shotguns. The carrier release lever has a distinctive round shape that looks like a crossbolt
safety button. It is easy to find with the support hand without risking accidental activation.

Raptor II, I can say these models can do it all. If you’re
determined to have more options, explore the Viper G2
series.

THE TALONS

The grip and forend texture on the Raptor II 1s dis-
tinctive. Forgoing the typical checker pattern of vintage
field guns, there 1s an almost “honeycomb” series

of shapes that produce a fantastic feel in the hand.

It grips your palm and fingers without being overly
abrasive, and it 1s undoubtedly less expensive to impart
into the wood than the labor necessary to create hand
checkering.

The stock 1s a utility grade of straight-grain walnut,
but that’s to be expected of a working-man’s gun. It’s
not hard to look at, though, given its darker stain and
glossy polyurethane finish; I would have no qualms
to subject it to the scars of labor. I love my high-end
shotguns, but 1t always hurts to see a new scratch or
mark on the wood. Therefore, the Raptor II 1s meant
to be run hard. Fresh dents or dings from the field are
badges of honor for a gun like this.

I’'m glad to see enlarged controls on the bolt and
release. Of course, these are expected on modern-
production shotguns. Enlarged controls ensure rapid
and faultless operation. They make reloading and
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The crossbolt safety is a triangular shape

to left, a red mark indicates “ready to fire.”

malfunction clearing faster to keep us shooting — not
fumbling.

There were no surprises in manipulating the trigger.
The trigger housing i1s molded polymer that can be
removed for cleaning the assembly, though that is not
likely to be necessary. The trigger tested cleanly at 5
pounds, 6 ounces, which 1s equal to or better than other
shotguns I've enjoyed.

MAINTENANCE & PREP

A field gun such as the Raptor II doesn’t need a
frequent deep cleaning, but you should wipe it down
thoroughly after the first flat. Unsurprisingly, I found

a lot of metal shavings inside the receiver and behind
the bolt once I disassembled it. This 1s normal — and a
good thing. I like to run semiauto shotguns dry during
the break-in period and avoid applying any lubricant
to the action unless i1t’s necessary for function. This
manifests where metal rubs metal, the points where any
ogun should be lubricated. You’ll find less shavings after
the parts wear 1n.

Fieldstripping 1s a simple process, too. Upon remov-
ing the forend and barrel, slightly push the bolt into the
receiver and pull out the bolt handle. The bolt can then
be slid forward and out of the receiver, to be separated
from the dual-rod action bar. The action bar easily

located behind the trigger. When pushed right
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The gas-operated piston-driven action is a familiar and proven concept with contemporary
shotguns. It worked well and proved reliable. The gas-operated system allows the Raptor Il

to operate with the entire assortment of shotshells, for hunting or dusting clays.

Three Mobil-pattern chokes are included with
the Raptor |ll. A choke installation tool and
polymer carry case complete the kit.

Few current-production field shotguns
leave a factory without a ventilated rib. The
Raptor Il has a 6mm-wide rib on the barrel.

slides oftf the piston, and that 1s as
far as one needs to go unless you
want to clean the trigger assembly.
'This gas-operated system 1s inspired
by an Italian-style operating system,
tried and true, and Turkish man-
ufacturers, including Kral Arms,
mass produce a version of 1t with
consistency and efficiency.

RANGEWORK

Though the action 1s a “tried-and-
true” design, I did experience three
failure-to-eject malfunctions; it was
the first three shots. Still, I stand
by the rehiability of this action. The

Raptor II shot pertectly after those first three with no
malfunctions for the next 247 rounds of combined
skeet, trap and sporting clays. Don’t be alarmed should
this happen to you. Some guns just need a few rounds
fired through the action to work them 1n.

When shooting the Raptor II, I was most impressed
with the speed of the action. It cycled quickly and kept
up with the fastest true pairs on the sporting clays
course. I love sporting clays when testing a new field
gun, and the course I frequent has an amazing assort-

The forend cap is large with deep grooves
for a secure grip. With or without gloves, it
is easily tightened or loosened afield.

The red fiber-optic front sight is easy to
acquire in daylight. The topstrap of the
receiver is serrated to minimize glare.

The loading port offers ample room for
shells and fingers. The red follower illus-
trates the magazine tube’s empty status.

ment of stations. Shooting 60mm
mini, 90mm midi, rabbits, battues
and a variety of standard-size true-
pair stations, the Raptor II left me
with no doubts in its ability. The
ogun balanced well, and 1t swung
even better. The recoil was mild,
too, which 1s important when you
have a short window to hit two
targets that are close together. On
that note, the gun pointed well, and
I could pick up a target as quickly
as any other shotgun.

I didn’t give the Raptor II much
time to cool down between stations
or rounds of trap. I was pleased to

find that the handguard never got too hot to hold.

I didn’t shoot my best rounds of trap, skeet or sport-
ing clays with it, but the scores were consistent with my
average using guns I’'m familiar with. Typically, I expect
a lesser score as I get comfortable with a new gun, but
not here; I shot this gun well. Misses were entirely the
fault of my own.

I patterned the Raptor II with Fiocchi White Rino
Lite, a 2%-1nch load with No. 8 shot. Impacts were just
below my point of aim, but well-centered. It was more
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than acceptable for field use and casual competition.

TO THE LAST SHELL

If I had to nit-pick, I wasn’t impressed with the pro-
vided chokes. They worked, but they limited the perfor-
mance from the Raptor II’s chrome-lined carbon-steel
barrel. Superior chokes available on the aftermarket
could take this shotgun to a higher level.

Given this shotgun’s versatility, I would also ask
"TriStar to spec sling-swivel studs for the wooden-stock
model, especially since they are alredy included on the
black synthetic and camo models. I prefer a sling when
I hunt, particularly if I have to hike a lot of ground.

These are small gripes, and by no means dealbreak-

PERFORMANCE ers. For a semiautomatic

field gun listed at less than
$600, a lot more could be
forgiven considering the

FIOCCHI WHITE RINO LITE

2% IN., 12 OZ., 1,200 FPS, 8 SHOT
AVERAGE PELLET COUNT: 440
AVERAGE OF 9 SHOTS AT 35 YARDS

MODIFIED CHOKE exceptional performance.

Typically, G&A refers to
the price posted to the
manufacturer’s website
for these firearm reviews.
Allow me to make an
exception. I’ve seen the
walnut stock Raptor II
advertised online for as
little as $485, less taxes
and fees. At that price, I
think most of us could
afford to upgrade the
chokes and buy a flat.
For those new to shotguns, the TriStar Raptor II 1s
an affordable scattergun that can do almost anything.
It performs reliably and consistently. It would be a
ogood shotgun to learn on, to hunt or compete with,
particularly in the 20-gauge model. For an experienced
shooter, the Raptor II 1s a smart choice when you don’t
want to risk your high-grade or vintage collectible. It’s
the gun you reach for when work needs to get done. [
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THE MODERNIZED .32 H&R & .327 FEDERAL
GO0 HEAD-TO-HEAD.

BY PATRICK SWEENEY | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

THERE WAS A TIME when the various .32-caliber .32s were soon after relegated to the dusty shelves of

revolver cartridges were considered entirely adequate history. Federal aimed to change that.

defensive options. When Smith & Wesson introduced Federal has taken two paths to that end, and the first
1ts then-new medium-framed Hand Ejector revolvers, involves improving the performance of the older of the
they did so with chamberings 1n .32-20 Winchester. two: .32 H&R. Yes, it’s called the “H&R Magnum,” but

The third most popular chambering for the Colt Single I just can’t bring myself to use “magnum.” H&R left
Actuon Army (SAA) was, again, .32-20. However, the so much potential on the table. The .32 H&R 1s limited
.38 Special got the nod from law enforcement, so the to a maximum average pressure (MAP) of 21,000
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Smith & Wesson Model 432 The Ultimate
Carry Revolver, .32 H&R Mag., MSRP: $759

pounds per square inch (psi1) — just slightly above the
.38 Special +P at 20,000 psi. Federal did that because
the revolvers H&R made in the early 1980s couldn’t
safely handle more. Federal has to stick with that, since
exceeding those pressures would mean 1t’s no longer
technically a “.32 H&R Magnum.” Fortunately, bullet
technology has advanced greatly since the Reagan era,
so advancements come from bullet development.
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32 H&R MAG.

.32 H&R MAGNUM l
The first box I tested (of the embarrassingly five to six rounds. Shooting the 432 — despite
large amount of ammo sent to me) contained being double-action-only (DAQO) — was fun.

Federal’s Champion 95-grain semi-wadcutter } ﬂ “ It did require extra effort to shoot photo-

(SWC) bullet. It’s called a “semi-wadcutter,”’ graphically acceptable groups, though. For-
but 1t’s really a rounded flat-point with a tunately, I had plenty of ammo to indulge.
large meplat profile. It delivers good pen-

etration while not hammering your wrist. . s .327 FEDERAL MAGNUM
The meplat offers increased temporary AR ......u//, Of course, there’s only so much even
cavity potential versus a round-nose design, - Federal can do within the limitations of
but the flat-point 1s known for delivering the .32 H&R Magnum, so it looked to
penetration. In the .32s, that seems to be improve on it the only way it could: A new
something people worry about not having cartridge. Following the pattern of previous
enough of. So, 1f you want penetration, you upgrades — such as the .38/.357 and the
can count on that in the 95-grain semi- 44 Special/Magnum — Federal length-
wadcutter. ened the case and increased the operating
The second box held Federal’s Personal pressure. Making new cases was easy, as
Defense 95-grain jacketed hollowpoint Federal makes literally tons of brass cases
(JHP). If you want expansion, this 1s the each year. The H&R at 1.075 inch doesn’t
one to choose. You can’t expect as much call for much extra brass to reach the .327’s
penetration from a JHP as you can from a max of 1.200 inches. The new pressure
bullet such as the 95-grain lead (L.)-SWC, wasn’t a problem, either. The limitation for
because you are expending some energy a designer 1sn’t always the case but often
expanding the bullet. | the firearm. In this instance, the limit 1s case
I tested both .32 H&R cartridges in the thrust. Each tme you fire a round, the case
latest hot revolver: The Smith & Wesson presses back against the breechface. (Math
Model 432 1n .32 H&R Magnum ($759, alert!) The maximum value 1t can be 1s the
smith-wesson.com). This 1s a J-frame, chamber pressure multiplied by the surface
hammerless model. S&W makes the same ‘ ’ area of the case head. The .38 Special +P
revolver chambered 1n .38 Special, and | at 20,000 ps1 has a maximum possible
I’ve owned that version for a couple of e thrust of just less than 3,100 pounds. The
decades. It’s the kind of emergency tool y smaller head diameter of the .32 case means
you're glad to have — and hope you don’t that when Federal runs it at 45,000 psi, the head
need. Why? Because i1t’s not fun to shoot. Chamber- thrust has a maximum case thrust potential of just
ing 1t 1n .32 H&R, though, does two things: First, 1t’s more than 4,900 pounds. For reference, the .357 Mag-
actually fun to shoot. Second, 1t bumps capacity from num delivers more than 5,400 pounds, and the .30-°06
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At 85 grains, the American Eagle jacketed soft point (JSP) is comparatively At more than 1,400 feet per second (fps), the .327 Fed-
lightweight. It demonstrated superior penetration performance at the range. eral HST is faster than near-similar-weight 9mm loads.
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327 FEDERAL MAG.

Springfield more than 9,000 pounds potential
maximum.

"To do the mnitial testing, Federal needed a

strong, already-existing .32 H&R revolver.

For that, it selected the Ruger SP101. A

tougher revolver already in a .32 chambering
would be hard to find. The process required “

disassembly, carefully installing the cylinder iw
in a lathe and reaming each chamber longer

in turn. To distinguish it from any other

.32 1n the armory, the simple expedient of
stamping a “7” onto the cartridge marking
sufficed. (See photo on pages 62 and 63.)
Federal’s ballisticians then proceeded to
work out the details of lifting the .32 to .327
status.

With extensive testing, the ballisticians
settled the MAP at 45,000 ps1. That’s an
impressive number, but brass, steel and
powders have all been improved since the
unveiling of the .32 H&R 1n 1984. The
longer case of the .327 Federal Magnum
means you can’t chamber a .327 into a .32
H&R and close the cylinder, which is good.
The .327 performance? Very impressive.

Federal sent four .327 loads, two from
the American Eagle line and two from the
Personal Detfense line. The two American ‘

Eagle loads are both jacketed soft points
(JSP). Considering the velocities the .327

2

the muzzle blast of a cartridge with a MAP of
45,000 psi. That’s the price of performance,
and it’s still much like that of a .38 Special
+P load, but with an extra round in the
cylinder.

In testing, the two revolvers were quite
different. They were both a bit more work
than your general revolver might be. The
S&W because it’s DAQO, and the Ruger
because 1t’s running the .327 Federal Mag-
num. Keeping the sights aligned all the
way through the DAO stroke on the S&W
required focus, and ignoring the muzzle
blast of the .327 required a zen-like state
of mind.

For terminal performance, I did some
quick testing of the two cartridges at my
home range. If I wanted to do the FBI
tests, I could do at least the bare gel and
clothing portions, but Federal already did
that. Instead, I compared them with plastic
gallon water jugs, which gives a decent
rule-of-thumb comparison and doesn’t take
up an entire week of effort. Interestingly,
the .32 H&R Magnum with the Personal
Defense 85-grain JHP, and the .327 with
the Hydra-Shok 85-grain JHP penetrated

to the same depth. The conversion to gel

indicates about 14 inches of penetration,
and when I checked with Federal, that’s in

can easily generate, anything but a jacketed

bullet would be asking for a heavily leaded

barrel. The light bullets are below the weights that a
9mm Parabellum uses, but the heavier ones are within
the 9mm weight range, so we can make a fair compar-
1son. In comparison, the 9mm

the ballpark of what it was producing with
bare gel and heavy clothing in the FBI proto-
cols. The .32 H&R 95-grain L-SWC did a lot better 1n
penetration, so if the 14 inches of the JHP seems a bit

too close to the FBI minimum, then the 95-grain load
1s a clear choice. The .32 H&R

suffers. You might think, O#,
1t’s just a .32. How much velocity
can 1t deliver? Well, how does a
100-grain JSP at 1,350 feet per
second (fps) sound? The one
that really opened my eyes was
the Personal Defense 104-grain
JHP with a blistering 1,421 {ps
measurement. No, really. I was so
surprised to see that come up on
the chrono that I shot two more
velocity tests and read “1412”
and “1419” 1ps.

Now, performance like that -
does not come without a cost.

expansion 1sn’t an “Oh wow!”
mushroomed bullet, but it does
expand. There’s only so much
you can do with a barrel less than
2 inches and a measured velocity
of 897 tps. Federal 1s staffed with
excellent engineers and ballisti-
clans — not magicians. The .327
Federal Magnum Hydra-Shok
85-grain expanded 1nto a mush-
room. The performance was
almost enough to brag about.
The really interesting one as

to penetration was the American
— Eagle .327 85-grain JSP. The test

You will feel the recoil of 2 104-
grain bullet leaving your vicinity
at Mach 1.27.You will notice

The .32 H&R (above, left) and the .327 Federal
(above right) appear almost identical. The Federal
produced tighter groups at greater velocities.

round went through my last six
remaining gallon jugs and exited
the last with so much velocity
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The muzzleblast from shooting the Federal’'s modified Ruger SP101 Even with a double-action-only revolver such as the six-shot Smith
development revolver in .327 Federal was hard work. However, the & Wesson Model 432, the .32 H&R Magnum turned in perfectly

re-chambered revolver produced excellent groups at 25 yards. acceptable groups for a close-range defensive handgun.
PERFORMANCE
I saw the dirt R Federal loads
splash on the RUGER SP-101, FEDERAL .327 FEDERAL MAGNUM perform.
backstop when ’ Federal American Eagle 85-gr. JSP 1398 | 62 228 | 17 | 228 There. You
1t hit. If T was Fed. Pers. Def. Hydra-Shok Deep 85-gr. JHP | 1374 | 67 | 30 | 19 2.2 get better-
looking for pen- Fed. Pers. Def. Hydra-Shok Deep 104-gr. JHP | 1421 | 57 | 241| 2 23 than-9mm or
etration in the Federal American Eagle 100-gr. JSP 1349 | 14 | 57 | 2 2.5 .38 Special +P
.. V.0 that would SMITH & WESSON MODEL 432, FEDERAL .32 H&R MAGNUM peI’fOI‘maIlCe
be my starting Federal Champion 85-gr. L-SWC 897 | 58 |925| =2 35 in a compact
point. Federal Personal Defense 85-gr. JHP 9082 | 14 | 57 | 35 4 revolver and
The .32s have Notes: Accuracy is the average of three five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Champion shooting rest. six shots 1n the
g otten a b q d rap Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with a Labradar chronograph set adjacent to the muzzle. CYI]I] d er. That,
for a long ttime.To a certain plus speedload-
extent, deservedly so. That’s no longer the case. If you ers for your reload, and you are running old-school. Or,
want a lightweight, compact carry revolver that 1s not carry both revolvers and, when the Ruger 1s empty, do
a beast to shoot, then the Smith & Wesson 432 1n .32 a “New York Reload” and switch to the S&W. There
H&R Magnum fed with Federal ammunition is a viable  was a saying that cropped up 1n the old days concern-
choice. As a backup or a lightweight main gun carried ing the various .32s. “Friends don’t let friends carry
in deep concealment, the 432 is an excellent choice. If mouse guns.” That may have been true once, but it isn’t
the ballistics of the .32 H&R are not enough for you, the case today. 10 steal an advertising line from Buick:

then the .327 1s certainly more than enough, and the “These aren’t your granddad’s .32s.”
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Cache of 682 First Year 1878 Morgan Silver Dollars
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No coin embodies the spirit of America
more than the Morgan Silver Dollar.
From the Comstock Lode discovery
that provided millions of ounces of
silver to make them, to outlaws robbing
stagecoaches in the Wild West to pay
for their bar tabs and brothel visits,

the hefty Morgan Silver Dollar holds a

special place in American history.

It's no wonder collectors and history
bufts alike clamor to get their hands on
them. That is, if they can get their hands
on them.

PRIZED FIRST-YEAR COINS

Collectors love “firsts” as no collection

is complete without the first. First year coins are often hard to
find and always in demand. Little did master engraver George
T. Morgan know the legacy he was creating when he designed
what has become known as “The King of Silver Dollars” and
it started 147 years ago with the first-ever 1878 Morgan Silver
Dollar, the most beloved coin in American history.

PUBLIC RELEASE - ONLY 682 COINS
AVAILABLE

Rarcoa®, America’s Oldest Coin Company, is announcing the
public release of 682 of the very first year 1878 Morgan Silver
Dollars, struck at the iconic San Francisco Mint. Each coin
offered today comes in Extremely Fine condition.

HOLD 147 YEARS OF AMERICAN HISTORY
Struck in 1878, each coin is almost one hundred and fifty years
old. Your coin could have jingled in the pocket of Billy The Kid
who rose to fame in 1878 during the Lincoln Country War.

Or maybe your great-grandfather carried it while storming the
beaches of Normandy during World War II before ending up
in a small coin shop in Tuscaloosa, Oklahoma. Each coin has

its own unique history and you can hold 147 years of American
history when you buy yours today!

A MIRACLE OF SURVIVAL

Coin experts estimate that only 15%-20% of Morgans are still

501bs of corn meal

Sl

Actual Size
38.1mm

—

T AT TR &'-.*‘-_r.. _‘_"‘: ;
AL ER ¢ >, Sold Nationally for

_ "\ as much as $159

Minted at the
San Francisco Mint

surviving today due to multiple mass-

meltings over the years. The Pittman
Act of 1918 melted over 270,000,000
coins, that's almost 50% of all coins
produced at the time. Untold quantities
were melted in the 1980s and 2000s
when silver prices rose up to $50

121bs of per ounce. But we do know that the
corned beef original mintage of the 1878-S Morgan
Silver Dollar accounted for only 1.49%
of all Morgans struck...talk about scarce!

| SOLD NATIONALLY FOR AS
—_ MUCH AS $159
salted pork The same 1878-S Morgan Silver Dollar

sells elsewhere for as much as $159. But
thanks to Rarcoa’s buying power and
numismatic expertise, you can own one for as little as $79, in
quantity while supplies last. That’s a difference of up to $80!

BUY MORE AND SAVE!
Act now and you can SAVE BIG when you buy more! But don't

wait, our inventory won't last long.

1878-S Morgan Silver Dollar XF

1-4 coins - $99 each

5-9 coins - $89 each, Save up to $90 + FREE SHIPPING

10+ coins - $79 each, Save $200 or more + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 2 or More!

Limited time only. Product total over $149
before taxes (if any). Standard domestic
shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

Call 1-833-304-6533

Offer Code FMDP107-1

Please mention this code when you call.

SCAN TO BUY ONLINE
rarcoa.com/1878-morgan

RARCOA DIRECT

All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. Prices are subject to change. © 2025 RARCOA DIRECT
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NECESSITY
INNOVATION

REMEMBERING THE "TRAPDOOR" SPRINGFIELD.

BY DAVE EMARY | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ
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Geronimo of the Apache band
surrendered to Gen. Nelson

Miles on September 4, 1886,

with an 1873 Trapdoor Spring-
field in his possession. A year
later, in 1887, he was photo-
graphed with a Carbine version

The U.S. Army Rifle Team poses for a portrait at Soldiers train in the sitting position with Model of the rifle in an iconic photo

the range with their Springfield Armory Trapdoor 1873 and later Carbine variants of the Trapdoor by Ben Wittick. (Courtesy of
rifles circa 1889. (Courtesy of National Archives.) Sprindfield. (Courtesy of National Archives.) Library of Congress.)
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The standard Model 1873 rear sight was mounted to the barrel with
slotless screws and set at the same height as the front sight. The
steps on the right sight of the base are marked “17, “2”, “3”, and “4”.

SOME TIME AGO, I came into possession of a
Model 1884 Trapdoor Springfield, made in 1889,

that appears to be unissued. Produced by Springfield
Armory, the Model 1884 was a refined replacement for
the Model 1873, also seen on these pages. The bluing
is starting to fade just slightly, but there’s still blue.
The stock has a crisp cartouche and hardly a mark on
it. The bore looks virtually new. In 2024, I took it out
and shot it. What a blast! There are a few things to get
acquainted with on the Trapdoor Springfield, and the
features of the Buffington sight on the 1884 are not
instantly obvious, for example. Shooting the big, slow
bullets of the .45-70 Government are like long-range
artillery fire beyond 200 yards. It’s challenging but fun.
Here, I'll briefly discuss the history of the Trapdoor
rifle, perhaps offer some insight on how these historic
guns operate, and how to shoot them successfully.

THE HISTORY

The Trapdoor Springfield was born of necessity and
extremely limited budgets immediately following

the U.S. Civil War. Afterwards, the inevitable lessons
learned began in the War Department. It was obvious
that breech-loading rifles were the future of small arms

The Model 1884 featured the
“Buffington” pattern rear sight
graduated to 1,700 yards. The
forward knob on the right is the
slider lock. The knob behind
the slider lock is for windage
adjustment.

The Buffington rear sight raised
for long-range adjustable fire.
The peep is at the bottom of
the slider. The buckhorn sight
cutout is above the peep. The
rear of the base shows windage
graduation marks.

The Model 1873 Trapdoor
Springfield was equipped with a
fine and narrow front sight, more
suited for target shooting than
combat.

for the U.S. Army.

Many different breech-loading rifles — most notable
the Spencer and Sharps — had been used 1n relatively
small numbers during the war. They were found to be
reliable and effective with high rates of fire. The Army
possessed a large number of .58-caliber 1861 and 1863
Springfield muzzleloading rifles. Many of the 1863
models were 1n unissued condition. The head armorer
at Springfield Armory, Erskine Allin, came up with the
ingenious idea of converting these muzzleloaders into
breech-loaders rather than designing a completely new
rifle.

Allin’s solution was to cut off the rear portion of

the barrel and attach a chamber and hinged breech
block. The hinged breech block included a firing pin,
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an extractor and ejector incorporated into the
hinge. The top-opening breech block resembled

a trap door, which led to the nickname “Trapdoor
Springfield.”

Other than the breech conversion, the first model
— the 1865 Springfield — retained nearly all the
features of the 1863, including the .58-caliber barrel,
40-inch length and bright polished steel finish. It was
chambered for a stop gap .58-caliber rimfire cartridge,
though. The Model 1866 Springfield quickly replaced
the 1865 model with an improved breech mechanism,
a .50-70 centerfire cartridge, and a then-new ladder
sight. The .58-caliber barrel was reamed, and a .50-
caliber sleeve was brazed into the reamed barrel.

Later models included:

Model 1868, which retained the sleeved barrel but
shortened to the now-familiar 32%: inches.

Model 1870, which featured manufactured 32'%-
inch barrels and a shorter breech. The 22-inch-barrel
Carbine model was also introduced 1in 1870.

Model 1873, which introduced the .45-70 Govern-
ment cartridge to the Trapdoor and a blued finish.

Models 1877 and 1879, which introduced a stronger
stock and slight variations to the rear sight.

Model 1884, the last version of the Trapdoor and
featuring the Buffington rear sight. This was the first
peep sight adopted by the U.S. Army, which was a
rather complicated target-type sight. The improvement
the sight brought was windage adjustment.

The 1884 marked the last model of the Trapdoor
with production ending in 1893. The Trapdoor served
throughout the Indian Wars, and large numbers were
issued during the Spanish-American War, as the Krag
rifle was in short supply. It was retained well into the
20th century, notably among Reserve units.

TRAPDOOR SIGHTS
The 1865 Springfield retained the 1863 Springfield

twO-position
flip rear sight. The
1866 Springfield intro-
duced an adjustable ladder-type
rear sight that was retained to 1871. There

were small modifications and improvements to the

1871 sight. The Buffington rear sight was introduced 1n
1884. The 1866 to 1884 rear sight was basic and easy to
use, featuring a simple slider on a ladder with notches on
the sight base for range adjustment.

The Buffington rear sight was introduced in 1884. It
was a ladder-type target sight that featured three differ-
ent sights: A classic buckhorn battle sight with a 200-
yard zero was used with the ladder laid flat; a flip-up
ladder sight that featured a slider plate with a peep sight
having its lowest setting at 200 yards; and an alternate
buckhorn-type sight cutout in the slider plate, which had
a minimum zero of 200 yards. The flip-up Buffington
sight had range markings on it and a lock screw at the
top to lock the adjustable slider plate. The sight also
incorporated a long-range sight that allowed volley fire
from 1,500 to 2,000 yards. (I can’t imagine anyone seri-
ously using this feature.) The sight features a knob at the
right front of the sight base that 1s actually a small rack
and pinion to allow windage adjustments. The rear of the
sight base has a scale for aiding windage adjustments.

By using calipers and a little trigonometry, I was able
to calibrate the windage knob. One turn of the windage
screw 18 essentially 8.5 MOA. The sight allows about 15
MOA of windage adjustment in either direction. The
target shooters i the military thought highly of the Bufi-
ington sight, while many found the sight irritating and
overly complicated. The Army must have seen the sight
as a good thing because 1t continued serving on the .30-
40 Krag and 1903 Springfield with minor modifications.

With the sight ladder laid flat, there 1s a buck-
horn-type battle sight that is zeroed for 200 yards.




74 G&A | SEPTEMBER 2025 | NECESSITY & INNOVATION

When released, a cocked hammer strikes The Trapdoor Springfield retained the
the firing pin. The lever is lifted and the triggerguard from the 1863 Springfield
breech cover swung forward for loading. muzzleloader. Note the rear sling keeper.

Trapdoor Springfields were equipped with
a two-position conventional muzzleload-
er-type hammer. The hammer was raised

to half-cock (above, middle) for a safe and With the breech cover in the forward posi- The Trapdoor Springfield also retained
load position. Fully raised, the hammer is in tion, the action can be easily loaded with a the curved steel buttplate from the 1863
the ready-to-fire position (above, bottom). self-contained cartridge. Springdfield.

Raising the ladder allows the use of the peep sight and the peep sight also allows the simultaneous use of the

the alternate buckhorn sight cutout in the slider plate. alternate buckhorn sight that is now at a 325-yard zero.
With the sight slider 1n 1ts lowest position, the alternate  For the realistic effective range of the rifle, the shooter
buckhorn sight provides a 200-yard zero. Raising the didn’t have to adjust the sights. Rotating the wind-
sight slider a small amount to the 200-yard zero for age knob away from you moves the sight to the left;

rotating 1t towards you moves the sight to the right. The

5.—VELOCITY. front sight 1s very thin and supports precise aiming.
The muzzle velocity of the rvifle bullet is 1,315.7 feet. The muzzle
velocity of the carbine bullet is 1,150 feet. TRAPDOOR AMMUNITION
- R""'ﬁ‘f’fi’i ?"-‘”_“j“i_ _ S The original military loading for the Trapdoor was a
_r_t;;;;» T mm Carbine, :i Range,  Rifle. | Carbine, Range. | Ritte. | Carbine. 405—grain lead round nose (LRN) bullet ahead of 70
et me | me| me | ! me | grains of blackpowder. The load produced 1,350 feet-
e el s e I per second (fps) at the muzzle from a 30-inch barrel.
pasal = | = 1 jjﬁﬁjﬂjj;jj ot I o ' ey o In 1873, a reduced recoil load was introduced for the
T;’:j * E;'H;ﬂ ":,; | EE”:E"W‘% - i: Hfm’ﬁﬁ | — ; Trapdoor Carbine, which was loaded with the 405-
g | maa| s om ::E.;,Zj:‘___fjj_ = ! s | I & grain bullet ahead of 55 grains of blackpowder to pro-
wyeas...| 7| W] | ,= | duce a muzzle velocity 1,150 tps. In 1884, a 500-grain

. - ‘ LLRN bullet was loaded ahead of 70 grains of black-
The period ballistics chart from the U.S. Army manual illustrated

retained velocity of the 405-grain standard-issue load. Muzzle powder, glylng a muzzle velocity of 1,315 fps. This
velocity was 1,315.7 fps for rifles and 1,150 fps for carbines. load was viewed as a long—range load. Table 1 shows the

TRAPDOOR SPRINGFIELD BALLISTICS

405-GR. CARBINE (G1BC: .280) 405-GR. RN RIFLE (G1BC: .280) 500-GR. RIFLE (G1 BC: .345)

VELOCITY TRAJECTORY 10-MPH DRIFT VELOCITY TRAJECTORY 10-MPH DRIFT VELOCITY TRAJECTORY 10-MPH DRIFT
(FPS) (IN.) (MOA) (FPS) (IN.) (MOA) (FPS) (IN.) (MOA)
0

15150 -0.8 0.0 1,350 -0.8 O 1315 -0.8
100 1,042 15.7 2.4 1,182 12.1 2.7 1,182 121 2.2
200 967 0 4.5 1,064 0.0 2.3 1,083 0 4.3
300 909 -52.8 B3 983 -42.7 1.b 1,010 -41.6 6.2
400 861 -147.6 8.0 933 -121.4 9.6 955 -117.3 7.9

500 819 -289.4 0.7 872 -241.0 1.4 909 -231.3 9.5
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3.—ACCURACY.*

Mean result of target practice at the National Armory. the arm
being fired from the shoulder with a muzzle rest,

Radius of cirele of shots.

R — - e — S —— ——

Range, : Rifle, ! Carbine, || Range | Rifle. | Carbine,

ik s i R — e ——————— |

I Inches. Incles, | Fneling. JTachas,
100 yards .. .. PR, 1.3 1.9 B0 yards.........oo00nnss 13.8 29, b
AN yards ... : . 2.7 43 § WO FRraE.,....oc.i0praeans 17.0 a0
0 yards ...........g.0e. ol 4.2 B.S BAL000YRIIN. . cinniviermarin 21.4
400 yoards i iman o . 5.8 9.0 || 1,100 yaxds,..........,
ol yards . R R 7.0 11.% L0 yarde...-innnen :
OO YREES .o vsnniicinnani 0.6 15.5 | 1,300 yards,,
T yards.......... o 11.0 9.0

I

= — e —— o — R — — e — _— = = - —

The radius of circle of shots is the average distance of the shots
from the center of impact. The center of impact is the center of the
cluster of shots which areaimed at a given point, generally the center
of the target. The best recorded targets at 500 yards are, for the
rifle, 2.8 inches; carbine. 3.4 inches; at 800 yards for rifle, 8.5 inches;
at 1,000 yvards for the rifle, 11.9 inches,

— T E— T —— . o - ——= m— —

* Average of a large number of targets, and which may reasonably be expected
to he duplicated by a good marksman,

The period U.S. Army accuracy chart illustrated the different ranges
for the 405-grain standard-issue load. The accuracy shown is the
mean radius of the group, not the total group size.

trajectories and wind drift for these loads.

There are several commercial offerings appropriate
for the Trapdoor Springfield. The first three mimic the
original Government rifle load, which regulate well with
the sights: HSM .45-70 Cowboy load (#162177) with a
405-grain lead flat point at 1,300 fps; Black Hills Cow-

PERFORMANCE

VEL. (FPS)

1263

Notes: Accuracy is the average of five five-shot groups shot at 100 yards from a sandbag
rest. Velocity is the average of five shots measured with a chronograph set at 10 feet
from the barrel.

Black Hills Cowboy 405-gr LFN

boy load (#13) loaded with a 405-grain lead flat point at
1,250 fps; and Remington Reduced Pressure 405-grain
jacketed soft point load (#376119), at 1,330 {ps.

I don’t recommend a regular diet of jacketed bullets 1n
the Trapdoor. The steel 1s soft by today’s standards, and
the rifling will wear relatively quickly. Winchester offers a
Cowboy Action 405-grain lead flat point load, #352132,
at 1,150 fps. This load mimics the Government Carbine
load. These loads are all smokeless and will be a bit dirty
in terms of leaving partially burned propellant grains in
the barrel and breech. I recommend sticking with the
commercial Cowboy loads. You can certainly hand-
load your own ammunition using data for the Trapdoor
Springfield or load blackpowder, but do not shoot the
+P loads marketed for the .45-70!

OPERATING THE TRAPDOOR
"The hammer on the Trapdoor 1s a three-position ham-
mer. The first click of the hammer raises the hammer off

6.5 PRC

143 Gr. Hornady ELD-X"

2900 fps from a 24" barrel

High B.C. and great match level accuracy

Comparisons can be made to the 6.5-284

Velocity 2900 FPS
Energy 2670 FT LBS

Ammunition

TO LOCATE A DEALER
NEAR YOU, CALL 800.568.6625

www.black-hills.com

LHEDOD




of the firing pin but blocks the small curved locking lever
at the right rear of the breech block from moving enough
to open the breech block. This is the “sate” position for
carrying a loaded rifle. The next click 1s the half-cock
position for the rifle, which serves as a ““safe’ position

for the hammer for operation of the breech-locking lever
and opening of the breech for loading or removal of a
loaded cartridge or cartridge case. The third position of
the hammer 1s the full-cock position for firing the rifle. "To
operate the breech block and access the chamber, raise
the locking lever and raise the breech block, pushing it
forward. The last of the movement
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beyond 100 yards. It’s a lot of fun. I can consistently
hit a deer-sized silhouette at 500 yards with mine. It’s
pretty satisfying to pull the trigger, wait a second or
s0, and hear a loud clang in the distance. Shooting the
Trapdoor is both entertaining and sobering. I wouldn’t
have wanted to march for miles carrying one while
pursuing Indians in the West, and I would have felt
under-gunned in a fight with something that was a
single shot that forced me to come out of the shoulder
after every round to reload. Regardless, the Trapdoor
served the U.S. with distinction for 35 years.

of the breech block torward actuates
the extractor and ejector. 10 load the
"Trapdoor, slip a cartridge into the
chamber, rotate the breech block
down, and push it down until the

lock lever clicks. Fully cock the ham- WILSON COMBAT

mer and the gun is ready to fire.

SHOOT FLAT & FAST
My shooting thus far has been |

with the Black Hills Cowboy load COMPED BARREL OPTION

I previously mentioned. The load

has modest recoil and leaves some Upgrade your EDC X9 or SFX9 with

partially burned propellant grains 1n the Wilson Combat Double Stack

the breech and barrel. The accuracy
specification for the 1873 Trap-
door was a 3.4-inch circle at 100

C.omp Barrel, precision machined
from 416R stainless steel.

Fhis premium upgrade cuts felt recoll e _ |
and muzzle rise by up to 30%, giving COMPACT

yards. The accuracy improved to a yvou faster follow-up shots and better ;EEDSE%EL&
, ; ; B o e dEEIE R SUBCOMPACT
2 6-inch circle at 100 yards with the control with every pull of the trigger. el

1884 model, primarily due to the
stiffer stock and improved sights. I
have found my 1884 meets these
accuracy specifications with the
Black Hills ammunition. When I
shot the groups for this article, the
wind was a full-value crosswind
between 5 and 15 miles-per-hour
(mph). I did not attempt to adjust
for wind while shooting. Every
group was the largest in windage.
Elevation was usually about half
the windage. When you consider
that a 10-mph wind 1s 2%-inches of
drift with the .45-70, my Trapdoor

REDUCTION

shot within the specification for the | | L2 MERCXaR0 3.25" COMP » il s SFX9.4” COMP »

1884. The triggerpull on my gun 1s
a bit heavy at 6% pounds, too, but
it’s crisp. Table 2 shows my results
with Black Hills’ ammunition.

PARTING SHOT

If you own or can pick up a Trap-
door Springfield in good condition,
take 1t out and shoot it, especially

Available in compact and subcompact lengths, the comped
barrel adds minimal weight while delivering a noticeable boost in
accuracy and handling. Choose a tull top-end upgrade through
our Custom Shop or build it into your next carry or range pistol.

SCAN QR TO BUILD YOURS AT
LEARN MORE WILSONCOMEAT.COM




THE LAW HAS ARRIVED

WHILE THE SINGLE-ACTION revolver may not have
been “the gun that won the West,” it was certainly on
the belts of those who were winning it. The Single
Action Army (SAA) has since become a handgun with a
devoted following, and the Taurus Deputy is fully up to
the task of satisfying that desire. In the Deputy, Taurus
both reached back into history and brought the SAA
into the 21st century.

The Deputy is available in two barrel lengths, the
4%4-inch length and the 5%2-inch artillery model. You
also have the choice of .45 Colt or .357 Magnum. In the
latter, one can either spend range time booming with a
big-bore or opt for softer-recoiling .38 Specials for most
of your shooting, but you can still choose the power

of the .357 Magnum when you want it. What you don’t
have is a choice of finish; the Deputy is only available
in @ polished black oxide finish. Color case-hardened
frames, nickel or stainless steel are not options.

On the right side of the frame, the Deputy is roll-
marked “Taurus Armas/Made In Brazil”. On the left,
it reads “Taurus Int’l Mfg/Bainbridge, GA.” SAA fans
accustomed to seeing patent dates will perhaps be
disappointed, but this is a Taurus offering. The barrel is
marked with the Taurus logo, “DEPUTY” in a Western
font, and the caliber. In the instance of Guns & AmMmOQo’s
sample, “45 COLT”. The serial number is located on the
underside of the frame, ahead of the triggerguard and
Includes a code block.




it does not
357 Magnum/.38 Special,
Plastic, checkered pattern

45 Colt (tested)
Blade (front), notch (rear)

Revolver, single action
Black oxide, polished
4 Ibs., 2 oz. (tested)

2 1bs., 5 oz.
Taurus, 229-515-8464,

faurususa.com
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OWN a Genuine 1921
Morgan Silver Dollar

-------------
] -
-
L

N OwW you can own a 1921 Morgan
silver dollar from the last year these
90% silver classics were minted for
circulation for just $29.95 (Reg. $§96-560)
- SAVE over 65%! With more than % of
an ounce of 90% silver, genuine Morgan
dollars like these are a vanishing legacy
of America’s past. Order today and get
FREE shipping to your home!

©2025 LCC, Inc.

You’ll also receive a handpicked trial
selection of fascinating coins from our
No-Obligation Coins-on-Approval Service,
from which you may purchase any or none
of the coins - return balance within 15 days
- with option to cancel at any time.

LittletonCoin.com/Respond

Due to fluctuations in the coin market,
prices and limits are subject to change.

FREE!

Morgan Silver Dollars booklet!

MYES Please send me the following:

Special Offer for New Customers Only

QTY[DESCRIPTION TOTAL
1 11921 Morgan Dollar (Limit 1) $29.95
1 | Collector’s Guide to Morgan Dollars | FREE!

Shipping | FREE!
Sales Tax | FREE!
ORDER WITHIN 30 DAYS TOTAL| $29.95

d Check OVISA [ MasterCard
1 American Express [ Discover

Card No. Exp. Date /
Name

Address Apt#
City State Zip

Offer Code: 445405 Littleton Coin Company

5 1309 Mt. Eustis Rd. Littleton NH 03561-37371
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The Deputy can be had in your
choice of two barrel lengths and
in two calibers, but only one fin-
ish: Black. Guns & Ammo’s test
sample was a 5 1/2-inch model in
.45 Colt with black plastic grips.
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Taurus gives the Deputy a fine polish before applying the black-oxide finish. Note the
square notch for the rear sight, much better than the original grooved topstrap.

Unlike the classic SAA, the Deputy
IS a real six-shooter. Inside the frame,
the firing mechanism incorporates a
transfer bar to deliver the impact of the
hammer to the frame-mounted firing
pin and then to the primer. You can hol-
ster the Deputy with a full complement
of six rounds and know that an inad-
vertent impact on the hammer won't
cause the cartridge under the hammer
to discharge. Carrying the Deputy as

a work revolver means you don’t have
to carry it hammer down on an empty
chamber, which turned the old Colt
into a five-shooter.

Loading follows the classic single-
action process. Flip open the loading
gate. Cock the hammer two clicks —
no more. The cylinder will now rotate
freely. Insert six rounds, one into each
chamber. Close the gate and cock
the hammer. Now comes the delicate
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If the plastic grips are not to your liking, they come off with one screw and can be eas-
ily replaced. There is an extensive aftermarket for SAA-style grips already available in

many options.

The SAA grip shape allows the revolver
to roll in the hand during recoil, soften-
ing the impact.

part. Get your off-hand fingers or spare
thumb on the hammer to restrain it.
Press the trigger holding the ham-

mer back. Ease the hammer forward
slightly and let go of the trigger. This
allows the transfer bar to slide down
away from the firing pin so the hammer
cannot make contact. Now it’s safe. To
shoot, cock the hammer, aim and press
the trigger. It’s that simple. Once you
have fired all six rounds, cock the ham-
mer for two clicks, open the loading
gate and rotate the cylinder to line up
each chamber with the gate opening.
Press the spring-loaded ejector rod
head back to push out the empties.

Along with the original three-screw lay-
out of the SAA. The cylinder rotates on
and is retained by the knurled base pin.

A tip: If you've kept the Deputy clean
and oiled, and are using low-pressure,
cowboy-competition-level ammuni-
tion, you can simply point the muzzle
straight up and rotate the cylinder. As
each chamber comes into alignment,
the empty case will usually fall out
under its own weight.

Aiming the Deputy means using the
modestly improved — but still classic
— sights. The front sight is a blade
attached to the barrel, and the rear is
a notch at the end of the topstrap’s
groove. Unlike the original SAA, the
sights are proportioned for aiming. The
front sight, instead of being akin to the




THUNDER VALLEY PRECISION MAKES IT, AVIENT MAKES IT

POSSIBLE
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Composite Heat Release technology
for world-class firearm barrels

When the Midwest’s best shooters search for custom, state
of the art shooting systems, they turn to Thunder Valley
Precision. And when Thunder Valley Precision seeks the
best in barrel performance, they turn to Avient.

Composite Heat Release technology uses a patent-
pending combination of ceramic and carbon fiber
reinforced composite materials, which are custom
formulated and applied to Thunder Valley Precision’s
specially machined barrel blanks. The end result:
precision and accuracy from a barrel that weighs less,
heats slower, and cools faster than traditional steel

or carbon-wrapped steel barrelt 4 |

Low thermal inertia Customized carbon fiber
ceramic inner layer composite sleeve

/\

Firearms manufacturer-
supplied steel bore

Learn more about Thunder Valley Precision
at thundervalleyprecision.com or call

1.740.502.6530. >>\v/\<<

Explore the science behind a new breed of

barrels at avient.com/shooting-sports nVI ENT
or call 1.844.4AVIENT.
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edge of a dull knife, has a
flat top. The rear, instead
of looking like a notch that
the dull knife would have
made, is a squared slot. The
Deputy’s is a more practical
aiming system.

The grips are plastic with
a checked pattern molded
onto it with a smooth border.
In the upper corner where
the grips meet the frame,
the Taurus logo is molded.
The pairis held to the gun
by means of a screw that
passes through the open
space between the grip
straps. If black plastic is not
to your liking, aftermarket
SAA grips can replace them. This is as far as one needs to go for general cleaning disassembly. Further disassembly is possible,

To disassemble for but it requires fitted screwdrivers. This SAA design does not require complicated maintenance.
cleaning, first make sure
the Deputy is unloaded. Cock the hammer two clicks. Press against the ejector tab, lift the cylinder out of the frame on
the spring-loaded button (base-pin screw) on the side ofthe | the loading gate side. As a bonus bit of engineering, Taurus
frame ahead of the cylinder and hold it down. This frees the made the base pin on the Deputy long enough that it will
center base pin. Pull the base pin forward. When it stops not come completely out of the frame during disassembly,

"< i Every DR® machine ;| , RECLAIM MORE ACRES with a proven
558 gives you the power & Field & Brush Mower - |
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PERFORMANCE

BEST AVG.
MEL. GROUP | GROUP
LOAD (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

so there is no chance you'll
drop it and lose it. This is
as far as you need to go
for regular cleaning. For a
more detailed disassem-
bly, you’ll need a set of
properly fit screwdrivers

Hornady Critical Defense 185-gr. FTX
Black Hills Cowboy 250-gr. LFN
Hornady Cowboy 255-gr. LFN
Winchester Cowboy 250-gr. LRN
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Size, not compression ratio.
The shape of the grip
means the single action
will roll up in your hand on
each shot. This is inten-
tional, to soften the recoil,
and to get the spur of the

764 36 | 14.7 2 2.4
657 14 S 2 2.4
637 bs (235 22 2.5

to remove no fewer than a
dozen screws.

Notes: Accuracy is the average of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Champion
shooting rest. Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with a Labradar chronograph set
adjacent to the muzzle.

hammer closer to your
hand in order to thumb-

The Deputy, as a clone
of the original SAA — at
least in terms of external dimensions — is not meant for
more than the regular-pressure loads of .45 Colt, or similar
357 loads in that model. Do not subject it to the modern
high-pressure hunting rounds that can be found (or created)
in .45 Colt cases. Instead, stick with the performance of
factory .45 Colt ammunition, which are not insubstantial.
Guns & Ammo’s sample pistol in .45 Colt was tested with a
jacketed defense load and three different cowboy loads. If
you think the old .45 Colt cartridge is lacking horsepower,
then you are only partly correct. The softest load fell just
short of making Major by United States Practical Shooting
Association (USPSA) standards, and the strongest one made
Major even by the standards of the earliest years of the
International Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC). Like a
V8 from the old days, the .45 Colt gets its power from bore

cock it for the next shot.
Even with the stoutest
factory load, the Deputy was never a chore to shoot.

RANGE DAYS

Every afternoon of plinking proved to be enjoyable — not
work. As an added benefit, a single-action revolver is a
great teaching tool. With limited capacity, the shooter
cannot simply blast a full cylinder at a plate rack. No, each
shot must be aimed. Additionally, the mystique, history and
romance of the West often prove a great lure for new shoot-
ers. That makes the range day even more fun.

The Deputy lists for $607, but you’ll likely find it for a little
less at your local gun shop. As a learning tool, a backwoods
sidearm, or as a working gun for the farm or ranch, the Dep-
uty offers the aura of the Old West wrapped in a modern
package at a great price. [

JIPPMANN

IR THYANE

260.305.3365

NO STAMPS. NO WAITING.

NO NONSENSE.

9MM BBASS PLATED

GATLING GUN

WITH OAK CARRIAGE

PICK UP YOUBS TOI}A AT
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= FIREARMS LAWS are in constant flux in California. Beside the rays of
G | e, sunshine, dozens of clouds choke out the light. In 2025, a slew of new
| A TR handguns arrived to the Golden State, along with new fees and buying
‘::" L SO | restrictions. One bright spot was the Canik Mete MC9 CA, a compliant
: LI ::_ AL : - _ version of the brand's popular subcompact pistol.

California’s Unsafe Handguns Act dictates special requirements for
a new semiautomatic handgun to meet in order to be sold in the state.
Each new model must be submitted for an independent safety test, and
employ a magazine disconnect and loaded chamber indicator. Per a
so-called “large-capacity” magazine ban, magazines are limited to 10
rounds or fewer. A list of California-compliant handguns is maintained
on the California Department of Justice’s Handgun Roster.

Microstamping became a requirement in 2013. The law required that
a code be stamped on a cartridge’s primer. The code would contain
the handgun’s serial number, make and model, as well as other details.
Microstamping proved impractical and a barrier to compliance. No
manufacturer implemented it, creating a de facto ban on new handgun
models. In 2024, the microstamping law was suspended. In turn, many
firearm manufacturers added CA-compliant features to their popular
models and submitted them for approval. Finally, Californians’ firearms
choices are no longer stuck in 2013.

Also in 2024, California Penal Code Section 27535 took effect,
limiting dealers to deliver one firearm per 30-day period to a customer.
California has had a single semiautomatic handgun limit per 30-day
period since 2021, but the new law applied to all firearms including
revolvers and bolt-action rifles. Fortunately, that law was short-lived. The
Oth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals prevented the Department of Justice
from enforcing it. As of this writing, Californians may receive multiple
firearms, including semiauto handguns.

o
4

BUYING A FIREARM IN CALI

The year 2024 was busy for anti-gun legislators in California. Legis- ‘*:-?J.E,(J.‘-L

lators created new ways to penalize lawful gun buyers: Excise taxes 1&“
and fees for ammunition background checks. An 11-percent California ST
Firearm and Ammunition Excise Tax was imposed on all retail sales of "‘

firearms, firearm precursor parts and ammunition. The tax applies to 73
Recoll operated, striker e

fired, semiautomatic

SACITY : 10 + 1 rds.
. 318 in.

' 61in.
EIGHT | 4.52 in.
112 in.

11b., 5 oz. (w/ ext. mag.)
lISH | Black
4 Ibs., 8 0z. (tested)

uve Post, white dot (front);
" blacked U-notch (rear)

i
i

S Trigger lever, striker block ¥
$470
Canik, 561-908-7993,

gross receipts, which includes credit card fees, handling fees, and trans- .i_i__:j%f

fer fees. The state treasury established the Gun Violence Prevention
and School Safety Fund to receive these funds. In 2025, $161 million is
to be divvied out to the State Department of Education, Board of State
and Community Corrections, California DOJ, counseling, and so-called
“gun violence” research.

But wait, there’s more! Since 2019, California has mandated a back-
ground check and a fee for ammunition purchases. In 2025, the fee
rose from $1to $5. The reasoning for the 500 percent increase? To pay
the debt that the Department of Justice incurred to set up the ammu-
nition authorization program, and to ensure its continued function.
The state created laws that make lawful gun owners fund its anti-gun
policies.

canikusa.com

b~

" PHOTOS: ALFREDO RICO
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A mini-Mete MC9 functions like bit
driver and has storage for small parts.

Engraved and prominent lettering along
with a red-sided chamber indicator are
requirements for CA-compliant pistols.

MAKING THE LIST
Despite the laws, California
remains a fruitful firearms
market. Canik knows this
and even rented billboards
to announce the arrival of
its Mete MC9 CA. The Canik
Mete MC9 CA is a compact
9mm pistol advertised as

a “micro.” It has an overall
length of 4%2 inches, and a
width of 1.12 inches. It fea-
tures a 3.18-inch barrel with
a dual recoil spring. Dual
recoil springs offer more
resistance than a single
recoil spring, reducing the

The extended magazine base-
pad improves grip control
but leaves an unusual void
underneath the backstrap.

sharp snappiness of some pistols.
The sights include a white dot front sight that settles into
a blacked-out rear U-notch. Both front and rear are set in
dovetails, meaning they could be adjusted for windage. The
slide is optic-ready, too, with an RMSc footprint. It’s available
in black, FDE and two-tone (black slide with FDE frame).
One added value aspect of this pistol is the hard case.
It has a laser-cut interior to arrange the contents precisely.
Those include a holster, two additional backstraps, a punch,
cleaning brush, magazine grip extender, mag loader, and
small pistol-shaped tool caddy. Two 10-round magazines are
also in the case, one with a flat baseplate and another with

a 1-inch extended basepad.

Although it’s regarded as a micro-compact, it bucks cer-
tain trends seen with other pistols such as the Springfield
Armory Hellcat and SIG Sauer P365 series. Instead of slim-

Secured with a roll pin, three sizes of
backstrap are included for custom fit.

The 3.18-inch carbon-steel barrel and
dual-spring guiderod can be removed
from the slide during disassembly.

Optional baseplate extenders further
support concealment or an ideal grip.

The Mete MC9 CA slide has an RMSc

footprint. G&A’s sample was tested with
a Riton 3 Tactix MPRD 3. $330

The optic cut is low to sup-
port alignment of the front
and rear sights through many
notched optic windows.

The Canik kydex holster can
be configured for inside or
outside the waistband carry.

ming it down, Canik beefed up certain areas. The beavertail,
for example, is a quarter-inch taller than those on the Hellcat
or P365, giving the Mete MC9 a higher bore axis. The trig-
ger is also taller, resulting in a larger triggerguard.

The Mete MC9 CA also includes fitting customizations.
Small, medium and large backstraps are provided, and a roll
pin holds the backstrap in place. The flat magazine base-
plate — which is intended to improve concealment — can be
changed for an extended baseplate, too. One of the maga-
zines features a 1-inch basepad extension, but it increases
the length of the grip. It's a compromise of concealment
versus improved control of the grip. The backstrap, exten-
sion plate and extended magazine have a matching rough
texture that surrounds much of the grip.

Other notable aspects of the Mete MC9 are the low-
profile slide-stop lever and an accessory rail under the
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dustcover. The magazine release is a
reversible button. In view of the shoot-
er’s sight picture is also a red-colored
cocking indicator, which is visible
through a hole in the backplate when
the striker is cocked.

On both sides of the slide are for-
ward-leaning serrations. The serrations

at the front are deeper than the rear, The curved trigger is distinguished by Serrations are functional touchpoints on
supporting a two-finger press check of  the safety lever, accented in red. the slide, frame and controls.

the chamber’s status. For a quick visual

status check, the aforementioned loaded chamber indicator The 4V2-pound trigger felt lighter than expected, and the
with red sides is positioned behind the ejection port. The tension was consistent to the wall before it snapped to fire.
words “LOADED WHEN UP” are permanent, and appear on There was no steep pressure hump before a shot broke.
the optic plate cover. The trigger’s reset was also short.

Fieldstripping the Mete MC9 is similar to most striker-fired We fed a variety of training and self-defense ammunition
polymer-framed pistols — with one exception: Push the slide | through the Mete MC9 CA during testing. The accuracy
forward about half an inch and lift it straight up to remove it. protocol was shot from a bench with hands resting on a

shooting bag. The results were impressive for a “micro.” In
AT THE RANGE fact, three groups from three different loads measured 1.2
One of the major advantages of the Mete MC9 CA is that inches or better.
you can customize the fit of the grip. Guns & Ammo’s staff It proved to be a great shooter, but it was temperamen-
experimented with switching the small backstrap for the tal when using Hornady American Gunner 115-grain XTP
large one and replacing the flat baseplate on the magazine ammo. With this load, there were multiple failures to fire
with the extender. Together these changes improved the and several light primer strikes. The Canik also had two
pistol’'s handling for those with larger hands. light primer strikes with Hornady’s 115-grain Critical Defense

TIMELESS ~+

The pinnacle of craftsmanship, performance and versatility—the Cypher and Trinity |l farry
of Over/Unders all feature durable solid frame and steel mono-block barrel constructiori, .
top tang safety/barrel selector and fiber optic sight. Each is available in gaug(%—”‘

12,16, 20, 28 and .410. 5-Year Warranty.

TRINITY Il & TRINITY 11 LT | DETAILED

e Extractors
* Turkish Walnut Stock and Forearm

& DE

CYPHER & CYPHER X | MODERN & LIGHT WEIGH

* Auto Ejectors
* Deluxe Oil-Finished Turkish Walnut
* Extended/Color Coded Chokes (SK, IC, M, IM, F)

TriStar>

1816 Linn Street, North Kansas City, MO 64116 « 816.421.1400




FOLOSUN

~——
AEMS PRO X2

NEXT-GENERATION. SAME DNA.

The Holosun AEMS PRO X2 is a premium sight designed to enhance
the renowned AEMS platform with cutting-edge features that
Improve accuracy and versatility in a wide range of environments.
With an advanced optical system that reduces parallax by 50%,

the AEMS PRO X2 ensures precise targeting, allowing you to hit
your mark with greater consistency and confidence. Whether you're
In tactical operations, competitive shooting, or outdoor adventures,
the Holosun AEMS PRO X2 is engineered to provide unmatched
performance, durability, and adaptability.

Multi-Reticle System™; 2 MOA dot & 65 MOA
Circle; 2 MOA Dot; 65 MOA Circle

Forward-Facing Light Sensor for a Smarter
Auto Mode

Anti-Reflective Device to Minimize
Light Glare and Reflections

Newly Designed Four-Post,
Lower 1/3 Co-Witness Mount

HOLOSUN.COM




HIGH PERFORMANCE FIREARM LUBRICANTS

PROTECT = =
VOUR & =
FIREARMS

Wide operating temperature range
FMO0 GI!N OIL: -5°F to 430°F
SFL GUN GREASE: -50°F to 350°F

oF
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Lubricating film remains after
being wiped away.

Fortified with extreme pressure
and anti-wear additives.

GREASE FOR PISTOLS AND RIFLES

Provides high boundary lubrication
film protection.
B

Includes oxidation inhibitors
to prevent gumming.

Anti-corrosion additives protect
against rust and corrosion.

CELEBRATING OVER

15

YEARS

OF CONTINUOUS
OPERATIONS
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FIREARM LUBRICANTS

Newark, NJ 07105 / Toledo, OH 43605 / 800-733-4755

To Order Visit: www.lubriplate.com/falubes Or Scan QR Code »

GUNS

GUNSANDAMMO.COM
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PERFORMANCE

BEST AVG.
VEL. GROUP | GROUP
LOAD (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

Hornady American Gunner 115-gr. XTP | 1,067

Marshall Range Practice 115-gr. JHP 991 | 65 | 21 1.1 1.8
Sellier & Bellot 115-gr. FMJ 1130 | 34 | 10 1.2 1.9
Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX | 1,074 | 37 | 10 14 24
Fiocchi Range Dynamic 124-gr. FMJ 1,065 | 55 | 14 2. 2.3

Notes: Accuracy is the average of five five-shot groups fired at 20 yards from a sandbag

rest on a bench. Velocity is the average of 10 shots recorded by a Garmin Xero C1Pro
chronograph placed adjacent the muzzle.

load, and one with Sellier & Bellot 115-grain ball ammo.
These occurred while using both magazines. The failures
to fire resulted in the slide not going into battery, usually
between a string of shots; not at the beginning. After two of
these interruptions, the pistol was fieldstripped and oiled,
but that didn’t correct the issue. However, there were zero
iIssues when shooting Fiocchi or Marshall Munitions ammo.
This exposed a minor annoyance. Initially, the slide-stop
lever was difficult to engage when the magazine was not
installed. With time, it improved.

Despite these issues, the Mete MC9 CA was a joy. It’s
a little snappy, but most will recover quickly for follow-up
shots. Speedily shooting through a full (10-round) magazine
loaded with Sellier & Bellot at a 3-inch sticker placed at 20
yards resulted in decently round and tight groups.

Reloads were smooth. The metal-bodied magazine slips
into the magazine well as if it was Teflon coated. (It’s not.)
The backstrap sits lower than the grip, which functions as
a backstop for inserting the magazine. It was intuitive to hit
consistently and drive home before secured by the revers-
ible magazine catch. Adding to the reload performance is
the fact that the magazine release was optimally placed on
the grip frame. The thumbs of every shooter reached the
release without needing to break the

ROYAL TIGER IMRPORTS
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HIST ORYIN YOUR HANDS

Browse our vast selection of Ristorical ﬁreurms today.
Direct sales available to C&R, FFL and Dedle

ROYALTIGERIMPORTS.COM | (321) 212-7801

grip to rotate the pistol inward, even
with the large backstrap in place.

Even for concealed carry duties,
G&A's staff preferred the magazine with
the grip extension. The flat baseplate
provided no support for the pinky finger,
but the taller magazine did print when
carried under a T-shirt in the appendix
position. The supplied Canik holster
can be employed inside and outside
the waistband, but it sat too low in the
appendix position for one reviewer. It
was comfortable carrying inside the
waistband at the hip, though.

PARTING SHOT

There is more to precise shooting and
control than a low bore axis. Customiz-
able ergonomics makes the Mete MC9
one of the better-fitting micros available
to Californians. [
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Redefining the landscape of gun tools, Real Avid sets the standard with advanced
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Suppressors are making more noise than ever.

QUIET RIOT

AT THE TIME OF THIS WRITING,
suppressors and short-barreled rifles
(SBR) were at the forefront of Second
Amendment conversations, thanks to
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. Removal
of the $200 tax stamp and ATF Form 4
were attached to this legislation, not to
mention the removal of SBRs and shot-
guns from the National Firearms Act.
The Senate Parliamentarian ruled that
the language violated the Byrd Rule.
Regardless, awareness, education,
and interest in suppressors has risen
considerably. Guns & Ammo’s reader
mail reflects this, as well. We received
many questions about suppressor
ownership. While the “Quiet Time”
column presents a review of new
suppressors, what follows are real
samples of the most frequently asked
questions set in a Q&A format.:

Q: 1 want to try out a suppressor.
However, not being able to test one
means I’m gambling on whether Pl
like it. Also, I’'m not sure | want to
commit to a big purchase before | try
to navigate the ATF process.

A: If you haven't fired a suppressed
firearm before, some ranges — depend-
ing on your home state — offer sup-
pressed gun rentals. While you may
not be able to “try before you buy” for

The Sensible Suppressor
Alfredo Rico reveals inner workings of
popular offerings from SilencerCo.
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THE QUIET HUNTER
Even a relatively lightweight
suppressor can mufile the blast

s
specific brands and models, it's a good
example of the general shooting experi-
ence. If the idea of owning a suppressor
IS appealing, but you're hesitant about
the cost or commitment, I'd recommend
a .22 rimfire can. Many suppressors

of this caliber sell between $300 and
$400. While the $200 tax stamp is an
annoying hanger-on to any suppressor
purchase, the total spent is still on the
lower end of this endeavor. Shooting a
17 HMR- or .22 LR-suppressed firearm

IS a blast close to “movie-level quiet.”
Rimfires don’t generate much heat,

and a .22 can will likely accommodate
any type of modern rimfire, some even
supporting firearms in 5.7x28mm.

Q: | see that one suppressor can be
used for multiple calibers. Is this true?
Can | buy one large-caliber suppres-
sor and use it for everything instead
of getting one for each chambering?
If not, what size is ideal?

A: You may notice that some prod-
ucts list cartridge compatibility as “all
calibers up to . XX” in the description.

A .30-caliber can — with some limita-
tions — will accommodate anything
smaller than a .308, including .270,
260, .25, .223 and rimfire calibers. You
could even use a .46-caliber suppres-
sor and shoot .22 LR if you have the
appropriate thread adapter or mount.
However, as the difference in size
between the suppressor bore and bar-
rel caliber increases, the effectiveness
of its sound-reduction diminishes. A
22-caliber projectile passing through a
46-caliber suppressor may have some
sound suppressed, but much less.

X @GunsAndAmmoMag ‘
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If you're interested in a “one-size-
fits-all” solution for .30 caliber and
smaller firearms, a .30-caliber suppres-
sor rated for magnum cartridges such
as .300 Winchester Magnum or .300
Remington Ultra Magnum is a popular
choice. Thirty-caliber cans do a decent
Jjob of suppressing .223/5.56mm,
as well as rimfire loads. On a Texas
Oryx hunt, | took a rather lightweight
Banish Backcountry ($1,099, ban-
ishsuppressors.com) on a Mossberg
Patriot Hunter LR chambered in .300
Win. Mag. ($854, mossberg.com). An
easy ruck, this pairing did a shockingly
good job at tempering the magnum.
The one issue I've experienced in
relying on just one suppressor is that
if you take multiple guns to the range
and only one can, be ready to pass
the downtime as you wait for it to cool
between strings of fire.

I'd love to write more on this subject.
Want to read more about suppressors,
knowledge on how they work, use and
legislation? Let us know! Email us at
gaeditor@outdoorsg.com.

PWS BDE 22Ti

Don’t want to break the bank? Want
to keep things easy? Check out the
PWS BDE 22 Ti. $450

Respond to articles, find community and join the conversation in the Guns & Ammo forums and by engaging with us on social media:

@ gaeditor@outdoorsg.com
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GUNS OF LONDON

MY LATE MOTHER, Judy, spent many years working for
an airline. Before having children, my parents traveled the
world. | grew up hearing stories of international destina-
tions, and London was one of their favorites. In the last two
decades, I've traveled extensively but England escaped me.
Summer 2025, with my wife and children in-tow, | checked
it off of my list. Though it was a family trip, | managed to
explore London’s historic gun culture.

One of the must-see sights for gun enthusiasts is James
Purdey & Sons’ London gun-

SPENT CASES

Touring English gun culture renunds an
American how fortunate we are.

Churchill’'s handgun was purchased in London by him
in 1915. He used it while serving as the commander of the
oth Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers on the Western Front of
World War | in 1916. Churchill’'s commercial 1911 would have
been one of the 2,226 1911s reportedly shipped to Colt’s dis-
tributor, London Armoury Company. Though Churchill’s 1911
was chambered in .45 ACP, 224 of the guns sent to England
were chambered in .455 Webley. According to the museum,
this 1911 was Churchill’s favorite firearm.
We saw other firearms on

room near Hyde Park. Purdey
has occupied Audley House in
Mayfair since 1883, and the his-
toric building’s marble pillars
still bear the scars of a German
bomb that damaged the
structure in 1941. My son and |
chatted with the manager, Nick
Harlow, and gawked at fire-
arms with six-figure price tags.
When my son mentioned see-
ing a pair of one-twelfth-scale
Purdey sidelocks in Queen

display in the Imperial War
Museum and in the Tower of
London, but none of them
ranked as highly for me as that
battered old Colt. To know
that one of history’s most
influential figures carried the
classic American sidearmin a
Sam Browne holster made the
world seem smaller.

This was a family vacation,
SO there was no time to visit

Mary’s Dollhouse at Windsor

Castle the day prior, Harlow pulled out the company’s
ledger from 1923 and showed us King George V’s
hand-written order. History is alive at Purdey.

We left Purdey and walked past the Iranian
Embassy at 16 Princes Gate. In 1980, MP5-wielding
commandos from B Squadron, 22 Special Air Service
(SAS), performed a successful rescue of 26 hostages
held by terrorists. The image of the black-clad rescu-
ers on that building’s balcony — one of the first-ever
glimpses of a real-world counterterror operation —
was subsequently used in an iconic Heckler & Koch
advertisement.

My final stop was the Churchill War Rooms, a well-
preserved underground bunker where Prime Minister
Winston Churchill and his staff coordinated Allied
efforts during World War Il. The site, which is operated
by the Imperial War Museums, includes a Churchill
Museum. To my delight, it contained his personal Colt
Model 1911.

John Rigby & Co., Westley
Richards or any of the other
storied English gunmakers. (Notably, Rigby cel-
ebrated 250 years in 2025.) We did make it to
Scotland, where we fell in love with the scenery and
culture. Scotland has its own proud firearms heri-
tage, and | loved seeing an original breech-loading
flintlock Ferguson rifle in a museum honoring one
of the nation’s storied Highland regiments.
Great Britain was once at the cutting edge of fire-
arm design and innovation, at a time when
some of the world’s greatest minds were
focused on developing small arms. Victo-
rian Britain was to gunmaking what today’s
Silicon Valley is to tech. It was great to see
evidence of that history, but I'm
happy to live in a nation
where guns aren’t
merely a part of our
past but threads in the
fabric of our culture.

PHOTO: INTERNATIONAL WAR MUSEUM, LONDON
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590R" & 590RM™ SHOTGUNS —
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i« WITH ROTARY SAFETY SELECTOR.

\ The 580 tactical platform has been a mainstay for generations. And these
new 590R/RM pump-actions are sure to please both new users and the
Mossberg faithful alike with a host new groundbreaking features.

__ h From the new-design rotary safety selector, 5-position adjustable stock,
#50762 - 590R™ - compact ergonomically-shaped forend, flat profile trigger and integrated
12GA, 6+1 Capacity P barrel/heat shield combination — these guns are all about functionality,
18.5" Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield s customization and comfort. Available in 12GA, the 530R has a magazine tube,
#50218 - 590RM™ Standoff g and the 5S0RM has a detachable box magazine. Both are offered with standard .

12GA, 10-Round Detachable Magazine barrels with pop-up sights or with standoff barrels. Let the evolution begin.
18.5" Standoff Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield
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Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more

MOSSBERG

Store firearms securely, inaccessible to children and unauthorized users.
SINCE 1 9 1 E]

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state, and local: laws,
regulations, requirements, and/or restrictions, including but not limited to those LEARN MORE AT

regarding the purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm. MOSSBERG.COM
Not all products are available in all states or jurisdictions.
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