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Definitive Detall.

THERMION 2 LR

HD Thermal Imaging Rangefinding Riflescope

60MM THERMAL
SERIES IMAGING

Prevention, protection, predation... regardless of what drives you
to use thermal optics, Thermion 2 LRF 60-Series Thermal Riflescopes

emphasize why Pulsar remains the most trusted brand in thermal optics.
The Thermion 2 LRF 60-Series is available in three options (XL50 @

1024x768, 2.5-20x | XP50 @ 640x480, 3-24x | XG50 @ 640x480,

4-32x) and boast HD AMOLED 2560x2560 displays, 8-color display

palettes, up to 3,000-yard heat-signature detection range in zero light

and long battery life from Pulsar’s internal battery, as well as two

rechargeable APS 3 batteries (included).

Pulsar Thermion 2 LRF 60-Series Thermal Riflescopes also include mors formation ;‘
an integral laser rangefinder accurate to 875 yards (+/- 1 yd), 10 reticle !

styles in 9 colors, picture-in-picture, 30mm American Defense
STR

Manufacturing cantilever mount and more.

www.pulsarnv.com | 817-225-0310 | sales@pulsarnv.com W  VISION ® AppStore




“LRU was an incredible experience. B e
it wiff turn yvou into @ machine that . ' W
can perform at yardages you didn’t
think were possibie before.

! whaolehearted!ly recommend it to
every hunter, whether a Gunwerks

-
rifle owner or not.”
- Greg McHale
Creg McHale's Wild Yukon
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LRU View our open classes online and book today

LONG RANGE UNIVERSITY www.gunwerks.com/experiences
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A Watch As
Tough As You Are

Our digital-analog hybrid has two sides... tough
and tougher. Get it now for an unbelievable $49!

Your watch shouldn’t cost more
than your car. It should look and
feel like a power tool and not a piece
of bling. Wearing it shouldn’t make
you think twice about swinging
a hammer or changing a tire. If
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you agree, maybe you're ready
tor the Stawer Centurion
Hybrid. Use your Exclusive
Insider Promotional
Code below and TlI

send it to you today
for ONLY $49.

This is a LOT of
machine for nota
lot of money. We
previously offered
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the  Centurion
for $299, but
with the exclusive
promotional code it’s

yours for ONLY $49! AL SN o
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No matter what, this
watch can keep up. Thanks
to the Stauer 30-day Money
Back Guarantee, you've got
time to prove it. It you're not
totally satistied, return it for a
full refund of the purchase price.
You also get a 2-year replacement
guarantee on both movements. But I
have a feeling the only problem you’ll
have is deciding whether to keep the
Stauer Centurion on your dresser or
tucked inside your toolbox.

Watch Specifications:

* Digital-Analog Hybrid e Dual digital displays

* Heavy-duty chromed body * Water-resistant to 3 ATM
* LCD windows for time, date and day * Luminous hands

e Contrast Stitch Band fitsa 7 1/4”-9 1/4” wrist

Stauer Centurion Hybrid Watch
$299- $49* + S&P Save $250

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: CNW525-04

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W.
Dept. CNW525-04, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauer.com

Stauer | AFFoRD THE EXTRAORDINARY
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BANTAMWEIGHT
SIZE

HEAVYWEIGRT
PUNCH

The smallest in the battle-tested SAR9 family, the 21.7 0z Subcompact
features a 3.3" hammer-forged barrel. When paired with our 15-round
extended magazine, the Subcompact feels like a fullsize in a concealable
package. Optic-ready, it's easy to carry all-day, every day.

AN
SARUSA.COM




TRIPLE PLAY

Limited
Collector’s
Edition

/

When you use yout
INSIDER

OFFER CODE £

ooking for a knife that’s a cut above? We
do you two better. The Triple Play
Knife Collection gives you three difterent styles
of hunting blades for one unbelievably amazing
price of just $69. Because serious hunters know
that sometimes one knife isn’t enough, and so
do serious collectors.

All three blades in the T7iple Play Knife
Collection are made with genuine 440A stainless
steel and measure an impressive 52-58 on the
Rockwell scale for hardness. There’s the reliable
lockback blade, designed to open up and never
let you down. The two-blade trapper knife,
engineered for those who trap small game, and

a solid, simple, fine fixed blade measuring 9" in
overall length, and the antler-textured handles
on every knife complete the expert hunter look.

With all three blades along with a decorative
display box priced at just $69, this is some big
collectible prey worth hunting down. This deal

truly is a cut above.

Satistaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back.
Try out the Triple Play Knife Collection or 30
days. It it doesn't make the cut, send it back for
a tull refund of the item price.

Limited Reserves. We only have 850 available
for this ad only at this incredible price.
Call today!

Three knives. ONE amazing price!
Originally $249. Limited time
special offer ONLY $69!

i

B

Not shown
actual size.

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...

L8 6 6 & ¢
“First off, the shipping was

fast and the quality is beyond:

what 1 paid for the knife.
Overall I am a satisfied
customer!”

— D., Houston, Texas

Triple Play Knife Collection $249*
Offer Code Price Only $69 + S&P
Save $180

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: TPK229-01

You must use the offer code to get
our special price.

Stauere

14091 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. TPK229-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
WWWw.Staucr.com

*Discount is only for customers who use
the offer code versus the listed original
Stauer.com price.

California residents, please

call 1-800-333-2045 regarding
Proposition 65 regulations
before purchasing this product.

q" ACCREDITED
wrill BUSINESS
EBB

Rating of A+

CONSUMER
AFFAIRS
ACCREDITED }

_4/'

e 3-piece set: 9" overall fixed knife with 5" blade; 4 4" trapper kﬁife with two
3 %" blades; 4" overall lockback knife with 3" blade ¢ Stainless steel blades with
antler patterned resin handle ¢ Comes in decorative display box

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®
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READER
BLOWBACK

WRITE US! “Letters,” Guns & Ammo, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614, or email us at gaeditor@outdoorsg.com.
Please include your city and state of residence. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity.

223 REMINGTON VS. 5.56 NATO

Mr. Emary, your impressive and informative “Bullet Board”

column (March 2025) encouraged me to write and tap your

expertise. | have a Tikka T3X Superlite stainless bolt-action

rifle in .223 with a 22.4-inch barrel rifled with 1-in-8-inch

twist. |'ve come into a quantity of factory 5.56mm ammuni-

tion | hope can be safely used in the Tikka. Some sources
indicate that .223 Remington and 5.56x45mm NATO are
essentially compatible while others caution against using

5.56mm rounds in .223-chambered rifles. | hope the Tikka

action, which handles much larger and more powerful

rounds, would have no trouble with 5.56 ammo, but | defer

to your clear expertise in ballistics. Please advise.

Andrew Nelson
Rio Ranch, New Mexico

There are significant dif-
ferences between the .223
Rem. and 5.56 NATO. The
5.56 chamber has a much
longer freebore than the
223, and it is loaded to
higher pressures. If you
fire the 5.56 NATO round
in a .223 chamber, you
will get very high pres-
sures from the 5.56 due
to the shorter throat. You
probably aren't risking

the action, but you will be
risking the 5.56 cartridge
case’s strength. You

may experience pierced
primers and hard bolt lift.
| do not recommend firing
the 5.56x45mm in a .223
Remington chamber.

— D. Emary

BEST DEER
CARTRIDGE?

| am a retired whitetail deer
hunter who is amazed at all
the new-caliber rifles that
have come out for deer
hunting. I've hunted central
New York for 65 years,
mainly with a Remington
.30-'06 pump gun. I've shot
a lot of deer, many running,
and | have owned a lot

of deer guns, including a

/mm-08, shotguns and a

.30-30 lever action. My dad
hunted all his life with a .35
Remington pump gun, too,
and my son uses a /mm
Short Magnum. Even so,
I've concluded that the .30-
‘06 has the widest range of
bullets and loads available

for deer hunting. | say that
it still can’t be beat.

Ron Eldred

Altmar, New York

Some cobwebs, but no flies
on the great old .30-"06.
Lots of cartridges have
come and gone and will
keep coming. The .30-'06
remains one of our most
versatile and effective hunt-
ing cartridges. It may be a
bit overpowered for deer
(and recoil-sensitive folks),
but it gets the job done
and is still a great choice for
elk and black bear.

— C. Boddington

WHATI IS OGIVE?

There seems to be more
discussion and advertising
related to cartridge ogive.
Would you describe what
"ogive” is? Why is ogive
mentioned more so now
than in the past?

Norm Briggs,

U.S. Army (Ret.)

Bonita, California

“Ogive” is the description
of the nose of the projectile.
The longer the ogive, and
more gradual the taper of
the ogive, the better the
projectile resists air drag and
the higher the ballistic coeffi-
cient (BC) of the projectile.
— D. Emary

ANTI-RECOIL

| read a lot of comments
about rifle and shotgun
recoil. What | never read
about is the use of a PAST
Recoil Shield. | have a slim
frame and an aversion

to black-and-blue. A few
decades ago, | bought

a PAST shoulder shield.
| haven't thought about

30 YEARS AGO
JUNE '95

Feature Editor Bill O’'Brien
presented the “Combat
Revolver Buyer’s Guide,”
listing 24 double-actions
having barrels measuring
between 2 and 6 inches, and
in chamberings spanning the
.32 H&R Magnum and the

44 Special. The average price
was $394.60.

WHY STREET COPS HATE GUN CONTROL!
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recoil since! It fits under my
shirt and is invisible. | don't
understand why it's never
mentioned by gunwriters.

Michael Labate

Email

Invented by Lincoln Flan-
nery and Bruce Maier in

1982, patented in 1985,
PAST Recoil Shields can be
worn on either shoulder.
The leather secures the gun
in place against a foam pad
while providing comfort to
the shoulder. The pad is a
half-inch thick and offered in
four varieties including the
Field Recoil Shield, Mag-
num, Mag Plus and Super
Mag Plus. They are avail-
able from caldwellshooting.
com starting at $26.

— E. Poole

HOW TO FIX
FINISHES

'l admit it. I'm not a gun-
smith, and | don't play one
on TV. However, | do work
on my own stuff. | have used
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cold blue to fix a scratch on
a blued gun, but many are
finished with Cerakote or
have some other coating or

baked-on paint. What do

you recommend for touch-

Ing up a scratch on one of

these coated guns?
Clitf Daly

Florence, Kentucky

If you're just looking to hide
a scratch, you could try to
match it with hobby enamel
and a small brush. Enamel
touch-up paint won't hold
up like the base finish, but
for a little scratch it should
work fine. Unfortunately,

if you feel the scarring
demands repair, the best
way to correct a ceramic-
coated or baked-on finish is
to disassemble the firearm
and blast the original finish
off, meaning that you'll

need to start over with the
substrate. Ceramic coating
and similar types of modern
finishes are not my favorite
for a variety of reasons, this
being one of them.

— K. Wood

BRASS CATCHER?

| am with an American
Legion post that does
funeral Honor Guard
duties. A couple of years
ago, | saw Guns & Ammo
TV feature a device that

fit on a rifle and collected
the fired brass. We use

M1 Garand rifles, and
sometimes it is hard to find
our brass in the grass or
gravel. We give the brass
to the families of the vet-
eran. Can you tell us where
we might find such a
device? Several of Guns &
Ammo’s editors and writers

are veterans, so | know you
understand what it means
to the families.

Danny Purdy

Madison, Missouri

Caldwell offers brass
catchers including two
types for the AR-15 ($18 to
$40), a Brass Trap that can
be mounted on a tripod
($60), and a Universal Brass
Catcher ($30) that can be
fitted to bolt-action and
semiautomatic rifles. The
Universal Brass Catcher
may fit your needs for use
with the M1 Garand. Visit
caldwellshooting.com.

— E. Poole

GUN NAMES

| just read another ad for a
new pistol that caused me
to write. The way gun man-
ufacturers name products

is baffling, and it's been
gnawing at me for a while.
| would not be surprised
to see some rifle or pistol

named "7#$A59" and its
successor " /#&#B22." My

experience in manufactur-
ing taught me that talented
people who make things
should not be allowed to
name them.

Craig Smith

Houston, Texas

Manufacturers often invite
input regarding names for
new products. The chal-
lenge is identifying a name
that is legally available for
copyright or trademark.
This is why we see many
brands default to using
alpha-numeric naming con-
ventions, acronyms or an
odd-spelling of words.

— E. Poole




THE TRUTH

All the excitement over
reciprocity, congressional
proposals and Supreme
Court decisions, while
giving gun owners some
benefits, do nothing to
resurrect and implement
the original intent of the
Second Amendment or
educate the masses on the
same. Nowhere in America
can someone purchase a
firearm from a dealer with-
out complying with the gov-
ernment’s permission slips,
paying a fee (restitution),
and providing state-issue
identification. Constitu-
tionally, this system cannot
denote a “right.” We have
supremely failed to differ-
entiate between a right and
permission or privilege.
Dave Smith

Camp Verde, Arizona

MORE BUDGET GUNS

| enjoyed Eric Poole’s
column, “Budget Guns,” in
the April 2025 issue. I'd like
to add Keystone Sporting
Arms to the list. Their focus
is youth .22 LR single-shot
rifles, but they make great
single-shot pistols as well.
Manufactured in Milton,
Pennsylvania, they have a
ifetime warranty and are

oriced at well under $200.
These single-shot bolt-

action pistols are a bargain
at twice the price. | scoped
mine and it’s a real tack-
driver; a well-kept secret!
Bob Frost

Email

WHAT’S NEXT?

January 2025 Issue, /mm
PRC: Oh goody! Another
new cartridge that won't fit
into my rifle or pistol.
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February 2025 Issue, .21
Sharp: Oh goody! Another
new cartridge that won't fit
into my rifle or pistol.

March 2025 Issue, 7mm
Backcountry: Oh goody!
Another new cartridge that
won't fit into my rifle or pistol.

April 2025 Issue .338
ARC: Oh goody! Another

new cartridge that won't fit
into my rifle or pistol.

| wonder what could pos-
sibly be coming next month?
Craig Smith

Houston, Texas

ANOTHER
PERSPECTIVE

People don’t see me

arrive to the range with

my appendix-carried pistol
— because it's concealed!
You'd get a peak if you
stayed around long enough
to see me practice the Bill

Drill, Mozambique, or 10-
10-10 Dirill. Instructors criti-
cal of AIWB carry seem like
they’'ve been training open-
carry shooters mostly, and
that's fine. I'd wager that
AIWB is now the most pop-
ular position for concealed
carry, and top trainers use

AIWB safely: Ernest Lang-
don, Gabe White, and John
Lovell, for example. AIWB
is not for beginners, those
who can’t keep their finger
off the trigger, or those who
want to see how fast they
can holster a gun. I'm 74
years old and have been
shooting handguns since
1963. | have had a conceal-
carry license for nearly 50
years. In 2017, | went from
4 o'clock to appendix carry.
| won't be going back.

Skip G.

Email
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INNOVATION.

PERFORMANCE.
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© 2025 Kel-Tec CNC Industries, Inc

The new KelTec” PRS57™, with an innovative rotary barrel, is the
lightest 5./ pistol available. Inspired by real-world defensive
needs, Its unique top-loading design replaces traditional
magazines with stripper clips, creating a slim, compact and
easy to use firearm with a 20+1 capacity. The new PIRS/
redefines concealed carry. Your future Is now. Learn more.
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EDITORIAL

Is crisis fatigue deterring gun buyers?

BUY YOUR WANT LIST

“CRISIS FATIGUE"” made headlines during the COVID-19

pandemic. The term was used by the medical industry to
describe “a response to the prolonged stress that devel-
ops due to unexpected or difficult events.” This anxiety
exists among gun owners, too, and it has for decades. We
can observe such fear in the pages of Guns & Ammo, first
in advance of the 1968 Gun Control Act, then the 1986
Firearms Owners’ Protection Act, the 1994 Federal Assault
Weapon Ban, and with a respite until the 2012 Sandy
Hook, 2017 Las Vegas, 2018 Parkland, and 2022 Uvalde
tragedies. Fear of losing one’s gun rights and the desire to
provide for one’s own self-defense was perpetuated during
the national response to the 2020 death of George Floyd,
as well as the Stand Your Ground case of Kyle Rittenhouse.
The pandemic sustained a fear of gun control during the
Biden Administration, which remains in the second Trump
Administration. Every senseless shooting and threat to
further restrict Second Amendment rights extends such
feelings among law-abiding gun owners. The reluctance
of the U.S. Supreme Court to decidedly rule on subjects
such as the extent of states’ rights, as it applies to firearm

regulations, suppressors, and so-called “assault weapons,”
has left Americans in suspense and generally hesitant to
invest or participate in certain shooting activities. Work-
ing against gun sales is the lack of fear for new Federal
controls with the pendulum hanging on the side of gun
owners due to Trump's presidency and control of the U.S.
Congress, but national sales reports are difficult to inter-
pret in this bullish economy.

“The increased interest in gun ownership is not some-
thing accurately reflected by numbers put out by the ATF
every month,” said Mark Keefe, NRA spokesman. “It's a
personal decision guided by external conditions and a
desire to provide for one’s own personal security. More
people have decided to rely less on the government and
become responsible for their lives.”

“There is too much emphasis on overall NICS checks,”
added Nancy Bacon, vice president of Southwick Associ-
ates. "There are pockets of fear that we see through NICS
checks in certain states, but we're not seeing it nationally.
Look at Washington state; NICS checks dropped signifi-
cantly last year due to new laws enacted. Other states will
do the same. Gun owners are being picked apart state by
state with legislation. Since the pandemic, the economy
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has hit the middle class. But we've gained 22 million new
gun owners since 2020, so we must help those people
become participants in our sports and activities.”

"People have stockpiled,” said Neil Davies, marketing
director for Hornady. “They are taking a wait-and-see
approach. | think we're back to the new normal. Ammu-
nition sales are good, but we don’t expect a surge in
purchasing as we did during COVID. People are fatigued,
but every time there's a natural disaster they're going to
stock up. More people are shooting firearm sports that
consume a lot of ammo, such as precision rifle and 3-Gun.
Shotgun sports are up substantially, especially in high
schools. The level of consumption is high. Those who
bought a gun in the last few years didn't buy a deer rifle
that holds three rounds. As a manufacturer, we're looking
at what we have the most orders for. People voted for their
favorite cartridge during COVID and gravitated to rounds
that are produced often and available. Vintage cartridge
manufacturing is now a cottage industry. There was a panic
for reloading components, but that, too, has softened.
Generally, people are no longer reloading for savings;
they're after performance, primarily, or reacting to a lack of
availability for a particular cartridge. And then there’s still
the issue of powder availability.”

New and innovative products are still important for
brands to maintain relevance. For Ruger in 2025, that took
the form of the RXM. A chassis pistol supports follow-on
grip sizes and colors, for example, which keeps the prod-
uct line moving forward. Expect more of this approach as
companies look to liquidate products sitting on shelves.

“Discounts, rebates and incentives are indicators that a
company has too much inventory,” Chris Agnes, publisher
of Guns & Ammo said. “Just look at all the emails and
flyers. Smith & Wesson is offering a free Viridian RFX15
green-dot sight with new pistols through April 30, 2025.
Purchase any Walther PDP base model pistol and get three
free magazines until April 30, 2025. Purchase any new

Winchester Super X pump-action turkey hunting shotgun
through May 31, 2025, and get a $25 rebate. The situation
is like investing in stocks; don’t buy high, buy low. You
make money on the ‘buy,” not on the ‘sale.””

During a crisis, people buy what's available. In my opin-
ion, now is the time to buy what you want. There may be
no better time to buy firearms and ammunition. [
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Subcompact. Optics ready. Flat-face trigger with extra-short reset. Crowned barrel.
Ambi-slide releases. Ambi-mag releases. Slide-top anti-glare serrations. Forward
and rear grip serrations. Oversize trigger guard. Metal sights. Light rail. Textured
control points. $469 MSRP. Tack-driving standard. RM1S.
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“Something of a cheeky mailman.
Perhaps you could buy him his own
subscription for Christmas.”

IDENTIFICATION

& VALUES

LIEGEOISE D' ARMES
BOXLOCK SHOTGUN, 12 GA., <50%: $200

BELGIAN DOUBLE SHOTGUN
Q: A friend has an old double-barrel 12 gauge. Can you

tell the make, model and age from these photos?

D. G.

Email

A: The most telling barrel
marking is the Liege “EL”
provisionary proof, indi-
cating the gun is Belgian.
It appears to be a moder-
ate-grade export piece.
The choke markings date
it from circa 1910 to 1924.
Unfortunately, | cannot find
the circled crown/”ML"
logo that appears on the
top lever in any of my
resources, and without a

maker's name anywhere
else on the gun | am
unable to tell you precisely
who the maker was. Con-
dition of the gun, with the
exception of the stripped,
cracked stock and badly fit-
ted recoil pad, seems OK.
Assuming it is in decent
mechanical condition and
the bores are good, value

would be in the $200 to
$300 range.

MODEL I893
WINCHESTER?

Q: | need to know if this a
real 1893 Winchester lever
action with serial number
277TXXXP in “.44" caliber on
the brass elevator “1 1000”
on top of receiver, but no

manufacturer that | can find.

The stock is in great shape,
and there is little pitting,
but the bluing is gone.

J. W.

Email

A: Your photos show you
have a Third Model 1873
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Winchester rifle in .44-40
manutactured in 1888.
Some 28,606 '/ 3s were
made that year. The crude
“11000" stamping on

the top of the barrel is an
inept attempt to elevate
the arm’s appeal into a rare
and valuable “1 of 1000”
rifle, only 139 of which were
made. Condition of this
piece appears to be some-
what lacking. Assuming it
works and has a decent
bore, I'd value it in the
$850 to $1,200 range. The
.44-40 caliber and octagon
barrel are features that do
work in its favor.

REMINGTON MODEL
/42 SEMIAUTO RIFLE

Q: | purchased a Reming-
ton Woodmaster, .30-'06

Springfield semiautomatic

rifle, Model 742 with serial

AUCTION BLOCK

Korth Sport Model .22 LR

An excellent-condition Korth Sport Model .22 LR revolver realized
a substantial $4,500 at a February 29, 2025, Sportsman’s Legacy
sale. Made in Ratzeburg, Germany, in 1969, the gun is superlative
in every respect. Features include a 6-inch barrel; adjustable rear
sight; and wood target grips, fixed, right hand, fit medium-size
hands. The bore is flawless, bright and shiny. The triggerpull and
cylinder locking are also very good. The metal finish is approxi-
mately 97 percent with trace thinning at the muzzle and over the
guard. There’s a light turning ring and a small area of scratches on

the left side of

the frame directly
below the rear
sight blade. For
more information
about this and
future sales, visit
Sportsman’s Leg-
acy at sportsman-
slegacy.com.
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CUSTOM SHOTGUN BARRELS

number A6901XXX in 1973.
While visiting with a local
gunsmith, he told me that
my gun model’s chamber
was “"weak,” "dangerous”
and “prone to explode or
backfire.” | do not wish to
leave to my grandchildren
a gun that might harm
them. Please advise.

K. R.

Email

A: Your photos picture a
nice-condition Remington
Model 742 Woodmaster
Deluxe Carbine. From what
| understand, the gas-
operated 742s had some-
thing of a reputation for
jamming, though | have not
run across accounts of the
guns actually blowing up.
Perhaps there was some-
thing in the makeup of your
particular rifle that bothered
the gunsmith. If you have
concerns, a second opinion

is definitely in order.

HOLLYWOOD HARDWARE

GARAGE SALE
SHOTGUN BARRELS

My wife purchased several
barrels from a garage sale
in Sun City, California. Do
you have an idea what they
are? Our subscription to
Guns & Ammo has been
active for the last 35 to

40 years, and we have
enjoyed your column. How-
ever, we get it a week late
every month because our
mailman reads it, too.
Vince Moreno

California

A: Thank you for being
such a faithful reader! I'm
glad you found my column
of value. Something of a
cheeky mailman. Perhaps
you could buy him his own
subscription for Christmas.
These barrels are quite
interesting and something
of a poser. | checked with
my shotgun go-to expert

Terry Wieland for his

“TERMINATOR 3: RISE OF THE MACHINES”
HECKLER & KOCH UMP, .45 ACP
The exotic Heckler & Koch UMP was deemed an appropriate

sidearm for the “T-800” portrayed by Arnold Swarzenegger in the
2003 film “Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines.” In the plot, this

45-caliber subma-
chine gun was one
of many recovered
from a hidden
graveyard cache of
small arms, cleverly
secreted in an empty
cotfin. (Courtesy of
National Firearms
Museum, Fairfax,
Virginia and Cinema
Weaponry, Glendale,
California.)

thoughts on them. Sepa-
rated shotgun barrels of
this style were originated by
Remington for the Model
32 in the early 1930s, and
later taken up by Krieghoff
in Germany. Unfortunately,
your barrels don't really
look much like either. They
are interesting in that they
have trunnions, an early fea-
ture devised by Boss & Co.
in England during the early
part of the 20th century

to reduce shotgun frame
depth. This set appears

to be in .410, 28 and 20
gauges, likely for skeet
shooting. Probably the gun
for which they were made
was a 12-gauge that went
its own way with the original
barrels affixed. As this set
is unmarked and lacks
EFuropean proofs, it is likely
they were custom made or
prototypes built in the U.S.,
probably in the 1950s or
'60s. Workmanship appears
to be competent, though

| can see some rough file
work from your close-ups
that indicate they may very
well have been one-offs.

REMINGTON UMC
1911 .45 AUTO

Q: I'm Looking for infor-
mation on the pictured
Remington Model 1911 .45

ACP pistol with serial num-
ber 7XX. This pistol was

brought to my attention by
the widow of a U.S. Marine
who served in Vietham and
recently passed away from
Agent Orange exposure
complications. The pistol
shows an expected and
considerable amount of
wear given its age, and |
question if there would

be any monetary value
were she to place it up for
sale. I'm not certain as to
the specifics on how he
acquired possession of this
firearm, but there does not
appear to be any docu-
mentation or records of its
purchase. | also wonder if,
in your opinion, this pistol
could or should be fired?
Any information you can
provide, from a histori-

cal standpoint, would be
greatly appreciated.

A. C.

Email

A: The widow has a Model
1911 U.S. Government
Model manufactured by
Remington UMC (Union
Metallic Cartridge). Some
21,500 Remington UMCs
were manufactured from
1918 to 1919, making them
somewhat scarce and
sought-after by collectors.
The pictures show a decent-
condition pistol, though

it seems to be completely
lacking any finish. There
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REMINGTON-UMC MODEL 1911, .45 ACP, 65%: $2,250
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NAVY LAND PATTERN, .67 CAL., <60%: $350

T i . =

is a dullness to the gun

that also indicates it might
have been the victim of
some sort of acidic rust
remover. However, without
actually viewing the piece
in person, it is difficult to
tell. In good shape, these
guns are sound and can be
fired, but before you run
any ammo through it, take
it to a gunsmith and get a
clean bill of health. Assum-
ing the pistol does not
have any serious cosmetic
problems (other than lack
of bluing), I'd value it in the
$2,000 to $2,500 range. The
three-digit serial number is
also something of a plus;

Remington UMCs were
numbered from 1 to 21,6/6.

CAP AND BALL
PISTOL ID

Q: A friend has had this

in his family for several

generations but does not
know where it originally
came from. It appears

to be a Land Pattern
piece with Birmingham
proofmarks, which was
converted to cap and ball.
That is all | have been
able to find out about it.

It is 15-inches long and
has a bore of about three
quarters of an inch. | don't
know how to judge its con-
dition. The nipple is rusted
in place but all other parts
seem to be intact, and it
can be cocked and fired.
Any information you could
provide about its history
and possible value would
be appreciated.

L. I

Emalil

A: Your friend has a late Brit-
ish New Land Pattern pistol.
The "W.R."” royal cypher
indicates it was made

during the reign of King
William IV (1830 to ‘37). New

Land Pattern cavalry pistols
with various stylistic nuances
first appeared around 1799
and continued to made until
the late 1830s. Caliber is

.67. Considerable numbers
of these guns were sold to
Britain's ally, Portugal. As
you surmise, this pistol was
originally flintlock and was
converted to percussion

fire. It does not appear to
be ordnance work. Right
now, the market for more
common flintlock and per-
cussion single-shot military
pistols is declining. As the
condition of this specimen is
not partially stellar, I'd value

it in the $300 to $400 range.

MARK VI WEBLEY
REVOLVER

Q: | have grown accus-
tomed to studying your
writings and respect your
vast amount of knowledge.
That being said, | could
think of no one else to get
my questions answered. |
have attached several pic-
tures of a Webley .455 that
was left to me. | had my
local gun guru clean and
inspect it, and he gave an
enthusiastic thumbs up that
it was mechanically sound
and safe to fire low-pres-
sure .45 ACP rounds. | have
no intentions of firing this
gun, however, | do intend

to pass it down to my son
and his children. Can you
venture an educated guess
on the history and possibly
the insurance value on it?
Thank you for the many
years of hosting the “Gun
Rooml!”

D. W.

Vancouver, Washington

A: This is one of my
favorite handguns. It is

a British Mark VI Webley
military issue .455 revolver.
Introduced in 1915 and
manufactured until 1926,
the Mark VI was a superb
firearm, seeing much use in
both World Wars, though it
had been officially replaced
by the .380 Enfield No.

2 revolver in 1932. With

the exception of having

its cylinder “shaved” to
handle .45 ACP rounds

in half-moon clips or .45
Auto-Rim, your example
seems to be in fairly decent
condition. Thousands of
Webleys of various “marks”
were altered in the U.S. to
45 ACP during the 1950s
to handle the more readily
available .45 ACP. As the
ACP produced higher pres-
sures than the .455 Webley,
it is not recommended to
fire the altered guns with
full-charge .45 ACP or .45
Auto-Rim.

WEBLEY MARK VI SERVICE, .45 ACP, <60%: $500
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6vim GT

GET THE COMPETITIVE EDGE & THE EYE OF THE TIGER

e

The 6mm GT, the perfect all-around
competition cartridge. Provides low recoil,

good barrel life and outstanding external

ballistics. Designed for Match-grade

tolerances and accuracy.

Available in: 109 gr. ELD® Match
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The acquisition, ownership, possession and use of firearms are heavily regulated. Some models may not be legally available in your state or locale.
Whatever your purpose for lawfully acquiring a firearm - know the law, get trained and shoot safely.




HANDGUNNING

Nighthawk Custom celebrates 20 years.

MILESTONES

MOST GUNSMITHS are just that, an individual who found

an interesting career making and repairing firearms. Some
become artists in metal. Occasionally, a company grows
around them. Nighthawk Custom’s story is a bit different.
't was started by four people who knew the custom 1911
business and believed they
could make guns distinc-
tive — and superior. They
succeeded and celebrated
20 years in 2024. As CEO
Mark Stone likes to say;,
"You have to build a better
product, at a better price,
with better customer ser-
vice, and do something that
separates yourself.”

Two of Nighthawk's
founders were gunsmiths
with more than 20 years in
the business. Mark Stone
was approached by them
for having a mind for busi-
ness, finance, the people,
and facility, and became the sole owner of the company.
Stone had built several climate-controlled storage build-
ings in the Berryville, Arkansas, area and hadn't rented one
out. That building became the first roof over Nighthawk
Custom, and it's still in use today. However, Nighthawk
expanded significantly in the last two decades. The com-
pany now employs more than 100 people and recently
acquired Cooper Firearms of Montana, which is now Coo-
per Rifles of Arkansas (cooperfirearms.com).

Nighthawk started with just two 1911 models, the Global
Response Pistol (GRP) and the Talon. | distinctly remember
the GRP. Nighthawk introduced it at the height of the War
on Terror, and it was meant to be the ultimate fighting itera-

tion of the 1911 — everything you need and nothing you
don’t. Nighthawk now offers more than 50 variations of the
Model 1911, both single- and double-stack.

“One gun, one gunsmith” is Nighthawk’s philosophy.
Each pistol is built from start to finish by a single gunsmith.
His initials are stamped on the frame under the left grip
panel. Each pistol is then test-fired before it leaves the
building. When Nighthawk started, it focused on doing the

To commemorate its 20th anniversary, Nighthawk Custom built 20
examples of a unique 1911 and knife with distinctive features.
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best prep work in the business. Landon Stone, Nighthawk's
director of marketing reiterated, “"When we started, we
focused on extensive prep, taking all the machine marks
out, deburring, smoothing, [and] putting hand bevels on
everything.” Modern machining has improved tolerances
but every piece in a Night-
hawk pistol is hand-fit. In
fact, the parts are delib-
erately machined to be
slightly oversized to ensure
every pistol can be hand-fit
to perfection by a master
gunsmith.

The company wasn't sat-
istied with certain parts from
a few suppliers, so Night-
hawk engineered every
component from scratch
for its pistols. It has its
own machine shop, in fact,
producing parts in-house to
aerospace-grade tolerances.
As Landon explained, “This
way, we have control over our destiny. Our parts are better
than ever, and it makes it easier for us to prototype.” All
parts are machined from barstock billet steel.

Nighthawk produces a number of factory models for
immediate availability, but it specializes in creating custom
shop works on customer-supplied guns. Landon explained,
"What's cool about Nighthawk, when you look at our
lineup, no matter your style, whether you're a 70-year-old
who likes a classic 1911 or someone wanting a BBQ gun
with color-case hardening, a carry gun, or a double-stack
competition gun, we've got everything in our lineup. No
one else does it this way.”

Traditional single-stacks are competing with double-
stacks in popularity, but 9mm is now more popular than
the .45 ACP among Nighthawk customers in both single-
and double-stack models. Landon said the answer is sim-
ple: “They’re so much more enjoyable to shoot! They're
also cheaper to shoot, and it's easier to rack the slide.”

In 20 years, things have changed. Landon shared,
“"When Nighthawk started, | think a lot of people bought

our guns to stick in the vault. Many of our guns ended up
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as safe queens, but now our customers use our guns a
lot more than they used to. That's the good thing about
all these new finishes such as diamond-like carbon (DLC),
which we have on a lot of guns. They're built to run and
hold their value. It makes a difference knowing that if |
take my gun out and put it on a wood table, it won't get
scratched. DLC also makes them easier to clean, which
encourages people to take them out and use them.”

Nighthawk Custom is also the U.S. distributor of Ger-
man-made Korth revolvers. Some will argue that Korth's
are the finest revolvers on the planet. If you don't under-
stand why a high-end 1911 shop would be interested in
importing German wheel guns, | can tell that you've not
had the opportunity to handle a Korth. Once you see and
feel the workmanship, the butter-smooth trigger pulls, and
see the modern features — including the quickly replace-
able cylinders in alternate calibers — you’ll understand
why a Korth revolvers cost what they do.

"It's been an incredible partnership with Korth,” Landon
said. “The U.S. market loves its guns. As soon as you pick
one up and open the cylinder, you can feel the quality.
Those are all billet-machined parts. There’s really nobody
else who builds a revolver like that. It's a smaller market,
for sure, but those who know, know.”

Nighthawk Custom is also the exclusive U.S. importer
of Cosmi shotguns from Ancona, Italy. Many American

gun owners may not be familiar with these unique, luxury
grade and hand-built shotguns, but they fit in perfectly
with Nighthawk's upscale catalog. The Cosmi is both a
break-open and a semiautomatic shotgun, complete with
gorgeous wood and engraved receivers.

To mark its 20th anniversary, Nighthawk created a
limited-edition model. Only 20 of the 20th Anniversary
models were produced, a gorgeous single-stack sporting
several new and notable features that will appear on future
models. Look for the square triggerguard — a first for the
company — and an integral magazine well machined as
one piece with the frame.

Nighthawk's goal is to maintain the reputation for the
highest quality. The company doesn’t want to jeopardize
the brand while growing. That's why it has shied away
from the crowded striker-fired pistol market, and they have
no plans to build AR-15s. However, Nighthawk is excited
about the recent acquisition of Cooper Firearms. Landon
said, "We see a lot of opportunity with Cooper. No one is
making rifles like them; high-end wood, hand checkering
and bluing.” Cooper offers both traditional “heritage”
rifles as well as modern models with carbon-fiber barrels.

As bizarre as it sounds, the 1911 is more prevalent now
than it was a century ago. That statement is especially true
for high-end custom versions. With 20 years behind it, it
appears Nighthawk Custom is just getting started.
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& in low light settings |
PROPRIETARY BONDING PROCESS @?.yw _
welds jacket to lead resulting in improved - N *"’"%x
penetration and retained weight % .

WHERE CAN | BUY WINCHESTER AMMUNITION?
Visit Winchester.com to find a dealer near you!

© 2025 Olin Winchester, LLC
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THERMAL OVERLAY

A RED-DOT SIGHT IS VISIBLE to its user regardless of

lighting conditions, but it may not be enough to see the
dot in darkness. Regardless, you must positively identity

a target. That's where the Holosun Digital Reflex Sight -
Thermal (DRS-TH) may provide a distinct advantage. When
mounted to a firearm’s optic rail, the unit's 256x192 ther-
mal sensor displays heat signatures. Flip down the lens cap
and use the DRS-TH — as you would any other red-dot
sight — to reveal a living target hiding in the shadows of
daylight or within the dark.

The DRS-TH has a 7075-Té6 aluminum housing, which is
anodized for durability and corrosion resistance. Consid-
ering the technology packed into the DRS-TH, it's surpris-
ingly compact at just 3.7-inches long, 2.2-inches wide and
3V2-inches tall. The multi-layer reflective glass is both clear
and resistant to the elements, and shake-awake technol-
ogy preserves battery life by powering down the LED
when not in use. The slightest movement immediately
powers the unit on so it's ready when needed.

A red-dot sight is sandwiched between the
thermal sensor and the integral rail mount. The red

on the left side of the base, and pressing and
releasing either button powers on the unit.
The rubberized plus button brightens the
reticle, and the minus button dims it.

The DRS-TH offers three dot reticles: A
2-MOA dot, a 65-MOA circle, and a combi-
nation of both. The reticles have 12 bright-
ness settings, including four night
vision (NV) options. To switch
reticles, press and hold both
buttons. To power off, press and
release both buttons. The wind-
age adjustment is on the

(1
2
E
&
L

The thermal reticle is not a simple aiming dot or crosshair. Multi-
ple Options can be selected to account for holds and windage.

/P‘

dot is adjusted with just plus and minus buttons

%
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Holosun DRS-TH

RICHARD NANCE

left side of the base and the elevation adjustment is on the
right side behind the battery compartment. Adjustments
can be made using the supplied tool or a small standard
screwdriver. Each click adjusts point of impact a halt MOA.

There are also three thermal reticles: A BDC for .223 and
308, an MOA T-reticle, and a .223 holdover-type T-reticle.

The thermal sensor is powered on and off by press-
ing and releasing the button on top of the unit. Other
adjustments are made by working through an array of five
buttons that face the shooter. The top-left button acti-
vates zoom, while the bottom left controls brightness. The
center button takes the user to the settings menu, where
you can zero the thermal sensor. The upper-right button
enables the user to capture photos and record video. Use
the bottom right button to toggle between reticles.

The DRS-TH represents an excit-

- ing technology, combining

red dot and thermal fea-
tures. While image quality
is good up close, clarity
does suffer as distance
increases or the size of
the target decreases.

7\
./

The 65-MOA aiming
circle and 2-MOA dot
is ideal for quick target
acquisition and aiming.

The Holosun DRS-TH combines red-dot and thermal technolo-
gies, providing a clever aiming solution for any lighting scenario.
A 50-frame-per-second refresh rate ensures the display keeps up
with the host firearm’s movement. A digital zoom feature offers
1X, 3X and 5X magnification settings. Thermal modes are white
hot, black hot, outline and highlight. An 18350 battery is esti-
mated to power the 256x192-pixel thermal sensor for up to 10
hours, and the red dot for more than 50,000 hours. An onboard
video recording system also lets users capture the action. $1,882

PHOTOS: ALFREDO RICO
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Windage and elevation for the red dot can be = The brightness-intensity level for the red dot = The DRS-TH works like a standard red dot
adjusted using the included tool. The ther- is increased or decreased using the plus (+) sight. The thermal image is simply overlayed
mal reticle is adjusted with the rear controls.  and minus (-) buttons on the left side. and viewed through the same objective.

However, as an entry level red-dot sight/thermal combo
package, the DRS-TH is fun and serves its purpose.

Whether for training, close-range hunting, or perhaps
even home defense, the DRS-TH enable users to employ a
red-dot sight effectively in the low light. The 1%-inch win-
dow provides a wide field of view, allowing one to monitor
the dark target area or reveal the shadows in a critical
situation. Be mindful of the safety rule, “Never point your
gun at anything you do not intend to shoot.”

The DRS-TH includes two 18350 lithium-ion recharge-
able batteries, a multi-tool, wrench, lens cloth and a USB
charging cable. It has an IP67 rating, so it can withstand

rain. It's no more afraid of Mother Nature than it is of the The controls for the thermal component menu are simple and intu-

dark. Visit holosun.com to learn more. itive. It’s important to configure the preferences before nighttime use.
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IOLSTiERS

[ Trnity

Pkl S | ERGEE Y SdEEV

_ = f The ultimate on-the-hip solution for those who
=\ | demand versatility, performance, and durability, this
' GENG holster offers unmatched precision, a flawless
firearm fit, and multi-attachment compatibility. With
universal optic compatibility, ergonomic design, and
reinforced durability, it ensures all-day comfort and
reliability in any condition.

FOR ALL THAT YOU HOLD CLOSE

CandGHolsters.com | (©) @candgarms | f C&G Holsters | X @candgarms
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USE WHAT THE PROS USE. Carried by law enforcement agencies

across the U.S. and throughout the world, Nightstick weapon

lights don't just perform — they excel under pressure. Their
precision-engineered design and robust construction
provide superior battery life, intuitive operation and
an unparalleled beam to dominate the darkness.

NIGHTSTICK.COM
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QUIET TIME Dead Air Silencers Mojave 45

From pistols to leverguns,
Dead Air Silencers’ Mojave
45 is a versatile can that
ofters low backpressure and
superb sound attenuation.

i,

THE DESERT CAN

UNLESS YOU'VE BEEN STUCK on the International
Space Station, you know that suppressors are the hot-

test-selling firearm accessory in the universe. The main
reason is due to the transfer times. Unlike the past, when
BATFE approval required an orbit around the sun, in 2025
' you can buy a suppressor on Monday and be shooting it
before the end of the week. It's an exciting time for sup-
pressor users, but it's hard to keep up
with all the new product releases.

Speaking of new suppressors, the
most recent offering from Dead Air
Silencers is the Mojave 45. According
to Dead Air owner Mike Pappas, the
Mojave 45 is a versatile and modular
suppressor that works on everything
from pistol cartridges to include cer-
tain rifle rounds.

"We designed the Mojave 45
primarily for handgun shooters,” said
Pappas. “You can run it on a 9mm, .40

S&W, .45 ACP or 10mm, but it also
works great on PCCs, submachine-

The Mojave 45 utalizes Dead Air’s

3D-printed Triskelion baftles, which greatly
guns, lever-actions and bolt-guns reduce backpressure while shooting. as well as standard cone baffles.

DEAD AIR MOJAVE 45
oV \R: S .25 ACP to .45

BT AL Multiple options
HE\N[cap M 6.81 in.to 8.6 in.
BIRVVIN= 1.48 in.

10.44 oz. (short),
12.7 oz. (long)

VAU R [ itanium
AWM= Cerakote, Black or FDE
R $1,099

Dead Air Silencers,
VAW eI Nea iV =" 801-857-4232,

deadairsilencers.com

WEIGHT

chambered in cartridges with small powder volumes and
a larger bore. The Mojave 45 will handle subsonic and
supersonic .300 BLK, as well as lever-guns chambered in
.38 Special, .357 Magnum, .44 Special, .44 Magnum, and
A5 Colt it the barrel is longer than 16 inches.”

At the heart of the versatile suppressor are titani-
um-printed Triskelion baffles. According to Pappas, these
were designed to minimize backpres-
sure.

“The new Mojave 45 is 3D-printed
from Grade 5 titanium,” said Pap-
pas. “The reason we did this was to
achieve lower backpressure with the
Triskelion baffles. Sometimes, how-
ever, manufacturers get too caught up
in ultra-low backpressure and sacrifice
sound performance. What's the point
of low backpressure if you have to
wear hearing protection?”

To minimize noise, the Mojave 45 is
a hybrid design. Pappas and his team
accomplished this by using Triskelion

PHOTOS: MARK FINGAR



IN THE WORST CONDITIONS,
IT'S AT ITS BEST.

The Trijicon MRO® HD optic

was built with a rugged design

to survive In the roughest
environments. We made it that

way because that’s what the teams

on the ground count on. Plus, with

a refined 2.0 MOA center dot and

68 MOA segmented circle reticle, the
MRO HD puts you on target fast—even
from non-standard shooting positions.

on

Brilliant Aiming Solutions™

Upgrade your optic at
Trijicon.com/MROHD
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Greater length offers greater sound suppression, but it makes firearms less wieldy. The modular design of the Mojave 45
gives end-users the choice of length versus sound suppression, depending on the needs of the day.

To operate on a semiautomatic handgun, the Mojave 45 includes a
PB500 booster assembly. This can be removed for use on fixed-barrel
firearms, to include use on some ritles chambered for .300 Blackout.

“"Most people hear low backpres-
sure and think loud,” said Pappas.
"The Mojave 45 isnt loud. It has
excellent sound performance. To
accomplish this, we paired the Triske-
lion low-backpressure baftles with
standard cone baffles at the end to
minimize noise.”

The Mojave 45 is also modular. For
maximum sound reduction, run it in
the full-length configuration. To shave
length, the front module is removable.
Replace the endcap on the suppres-
sor body for a 30-percent shorter
SUppressor.

From Dead Air Silencers, the Mojave 45 ships with a
.578-28 threaded piston and PB500 booster assembly for
use with semiautomatic pistols. However, you can swap
this out with Dead Air's standard P-Series fixed mounts and
adaptors — such as KeyMicro, 3-lug and P-Series Xeno

Multiple Mojave 45 adapters are available.
These allow users to quickly swap between
firearms with different thread patterns.

Both the main body and the forward removable section are 3D
printed. The main body is Triskelion and the forward section is a

K-battle design.

— to run it on a host of fixed-barrel
firearms.

Clearly, the Mojave 45 is a capa-
ble suppressor. It works on pistols,
carbines, and submachineguns in
cartridges ranging 9mm to .45 Colt.
n addition, the suppressor com-

oines low backpressure with quiet

oerformance. According to Dead Air
Silencers’ Engineer Everett Williams,
this was made possible by the marvels
of 3D printing.

“Titanium printing has its limitations
that people don't often talk about,”
said Williams. “Just because you can
print something doesn’t mean you should. When done
right, however, it can be amazing. This is how we can get
low backpressure but excellent sound performance with

the Mojave 45 suppressor.” [
— D. Faubion
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CALDWELL

CLAYCOPTER

INNOVATIVE IS A WORD that loses power if used too
much, but it is the best descriptor for Caldwell’s Claycopter
launcher. The Claycopter is a hand-held target thrower
with endless potential to reinvigorate the shotgun shoot-
ing sports. It could prove to be the best system for tuning
up one’s skills ahead of a bird hunt, too.

Reminiscent of the pigeon
shoots of old, the Claycopter
aunches proprietary target discs
from 20 to 100 yards in a flight
oattern that's similar to a pigeon

or dove. They can dip, dive and
weave through the air, making
for realistic sporting fun. If you
have used manual sporting clay
throwers, what may be the most
important feature of the Claycop-
ter is the fun that's shared by the
thrower as well as the shooter.

THE LAUNCHER

It should be noted that Cald-
well was not the first to invent
propeller-style aerial targets.

The shotgun target thrower that’s as much fun as shooting.

Caldwell’s Claycopter
includes one rechargeable
battery and a USB- to USB-C
charging cord. Operation is
easy to learn and arguably
safer than any other trap
thrower. Its spinning motor
fires one or two eco-friendly
targets in any direction or
angle that it is pointed. $220

While they are more expensive than a normal clay target,
they are reasonably priced for a speciality target. $13

Comparable designs were already on the market when the
Claycopter was announced at the 2025 NSSF SHOT Show.
However, the suggested retail price of those systems is usu-
ally more than $800 with targets to match. The Claycopter
has a suggested retail price of $220 with affordably match-
ing targets. More importantly, though, Caldwell’s target

discs are available at major retail-
ers from the start, including Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, Bass Pro
Shops, Scheels and Walmart. It's a
classic free-market story. Caldwell
saw a good idea and knew that

it could make it more affordable
and support the product through
nationwide retailers.

In addition to being more
affordable, the Claycopter
Launcher is superior, both
mechanically and operationally.
Mechanically, it operates like a
kid's disc-throwing toy, though
the launcher produces speeds
of 15,000 revolutions per minute
(rpm) to launch the Claycopter

PHOTOS: MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ
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Even when overcast, spinning orange Claycopter discs are easy to
spot. The handheld launcher allows them to be sent in any direction.

discs. The pilot is a simple mechanism that secures the clay

targets in place until the user is ready to throw them, and it

is highly consistent in how the Claycopter releases the discs.
Single targets or true pairs can be launched, and the tar-

gets are made ready for release by holding down the for-
ward safety button and pulling the trigger simultaneously.
On the left side of the launcher is a master power switch,
as well as a yellow dial to adjust the speed and range to

launch targets. You'll also note a magazine-style release to
detach the rechargeable battery pack.

The battery pack is somewhat shaped like an AR-15
magazine, yet reminiscent of a power tool battery. The
design added improved aesthetics and ergonomics to the
grip areas and control layout.

The battery is good for around 300 throws, and addi-
tional battery packs will be made available for those who
have lots of shells and targets shoot.

THE TARGETS

The Claycopter targets are quite fascinating. A standard
108mm clay target hasn’t changed much since its inven-
tion in 1880. The 110mm Claycopter target is only slightly
larger, making for a comparable target to standard clays.
They are made of an eco-friendly, biodegradable, plastic-
like material instead of pitch. In fact, the Claycopter targets
break down faster than standard clay targets, according to
Caldwell. These were designed to deteriorate under ultra-
violet (UV) light, so don't leave your targets exposed to the
sun. Also available are 90mm Claycopter targets, which are
the same size as the Midi targets used in many sporting
clays matches.

Claycopter targets break well when shot, leaving no
doubts of a hit or miss, yet they are stronger than a stan-

dard clay target for transportation. They come in 50-unit
packages in what looks like an oversized Pringles can.

The durability of these targets were tested during a trip

to film Guns & Ammo TV segments. One was stowed in

a checked bag. Despite the famously gentle handling of
airport baggage handlers, not one target was broken upon
arrival. If a few targets escape your shot, we can report that
they even hold up to a grass landing for another go.

’:‘-- "
- oA
X _-»I " . .*.

Propelling either one or two targets, the mechanism won’t release the
discs until the peak rpm setting is reached.

The adjustment knob averages throws to approximately four 25-yard
increments, with 100 yards being about the farthest on a calm day.

AT THE RANGE

It's the propeller fan design that make Claycopter targets
so much fun to shoot. After launch, they generally fly
straight, following the thrower’s point of aim. However,
they will also float, plunge, duck, dive or perform other
movements that mimic a real bird.

Editor Eric Poole and | tested the Claycopter and quickly
made a game of it after a few warm-up shots. My favorite
drill was to have the shooter facing away from the thrower,
and waiting for the call of “Birds!” before turning to shoot.
| had no idea if one target would appear or two, high or
low, or in which direction. It's a great challenge.

The Claycopter is easy to take anywhere a shotgun can
be safely shot. Besides a single-target hand thrower, the
Claycopter is the most compact, portable target thrower
on the market. You have to experience the fun for yourself
to truly appreciate the Claycopter in action. Ammunition
manufacturers should start ramping up shotshell produc-
tion to keep up with the demand that this launcher will
undoubtedly bring. | also suspect this is just the start of a
new line for Caldwell, and | can’t wait to see where it goes
from here. [

— J. Oller
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THE SUREFIRE XC.3
» DUTY & CONCEALMENT » INTUITIVE SWITCHING » HIGH DUTPUT

Lightweight and compact, yet robust and [actile, ambidextrous switching allows for aall lumens / 7200 candela of tactical output
rugged enough for duty use as well as intuitive activation in both momentary- powered by a single [23A battery, utilizing a Hybrid
tor concealed carry applications and constant-on modes beam pattern, perfect for handgun applications

We've taken 4a years of Surefire innovation and proven reliability and distilled it into the new standard in duty-grade
compact handgun weaponlights. The XC3 delivers unmatched pertormance, durability, and switching in a form tactor that
tits numerous holsters already commercially available. Consider it the little brother of our X300,
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Conquer MORE of Your Seasonal Chores with DR®

DR® Trimmer Mowers give Haul up to 800 Ibs. with
you Power and Precision a DR® Powerwagon

 5X more power than an | » Self-propelled hauler
ordinary handheld trimmer » Powers up hills with ease

» Versatility to mow where » Powered dumping
a bladed mower can't *‘

» Easy operation to get
the job done fast

Converts to a flatbed

DR’ POWER
EQUIPMENT
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WITH YOUR DR® FIELD & BRUSH MOWER

Every DR® Field & Brush | POWER - to mow through anythlng with up to
Mower gives you MORE | 2X more than the competition.

I ¢ ' , MANEUVERABILITY - thanks to power steering

"; . ” : and hydrostatic drive options.
| ‘f’.—- i FEATURES - including easy to use controls and
T\ B8 available attachments.
T
y Y S - CHOICE - Commercial, Electric, Walk- and Tow-
Aloe - | Behind models available.
" e

Burn Safely with a DR® BurnCage™ DR® Chippers Help You
» Perforated stainless steel sides and top Clean Up and Clear Out
maximize airflow to burn cleaner » Annihilate thick

» Easy to store design folds flat branches and

» 3 sizes available reduce yard
R ' waste

Easy to move—large
wheels and easy towing

Built USA tough
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Scan the code to shop DRPower.com today
or request a free catalog!
Toll-free: 800-790-5917 | FREE SHIPPING options available
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NOT ONLY IS THE WORLD full of vehicles that I
wish were available in the U.S. (cough*Toyota Hilux-
*cough), the same is often true of firearms. When I
Googled “Springfield Armory Kuna” upon hearing
Guns & Ammo was sending me a top-secret test

gun about which [ knew nothing but the name, and
expecting no results, I found a few 2024 press releases
out of Brazil announcing that HS Produkt had won a
tender with the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, for a sub-

machinegun (SMG) meant for the Sao Paulo Military
Police (PMESP). That Kuna SMG was — surpris-

ingly — chambered in .40 S&W. Additional research
showed me that Brazil is one of the few places in the
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world outside of the U.S. where the .40

S&W cartridge has some popularity.
Other than the Kuna SMG sporting a

CZ Scorpion EVO-esque stock and
a three-lug mount on the barrel,
the SMG looks identical to the
pistol introduced by Springfield
Armory. Springfield Armory is
only launching the 9mm evalu-
ated in this review, available

with or without a brace.

Armory’s products, the Kuna

Like many of Springfield
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WILD
WEASEL

THE SPRINGFIELD ARMORY KUNA
IS AN SMG-STYLE PISTOL THAT'S FUN
TO SHOOT AN] IDEAL FOR DEFENSE.
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is also made by HS Produkt in Croatia. HS Pro-

dukt has a proven record for designing quality guns,
some of which have seen combat around the world. The
Kuna has been in development for years.

As aforementioned, the Springhield Armory Kuna is a
pistol that is offered with and without a side-folding brace.
Empty and without a brace, the Kuna was tested on our
scales at just 4 pounds, 6 ounces. With the provided Strike
Industries brace, it was 5 pounds, 1 ounce. The Kuna
sports a 6-inch barrel, and overall length without a brace is
1514-inches long. With a brace, the Kuna measured 16.35

inches with the brace tolded and 24.35 inches with the
brace extended.
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WHAT IS A KUNA?
Since you're probably wondering,
the weasel-like pine marten is the
national animal of Croatia where this
pistol is made. Croatians call it the
“kuna,” which was also the name

for its currency before switching

to the Euro. Kuna, the firearm, is a
submachine-gun-style pistol with a
short barrel. The 6-inch barrel is not
especially thick, which helps keep
weight down, and it ships standard
with a multi-port compensator that
marginalizes felt recoil. The barrel is
threaded 12x28, so if you're interested
in shooting this suppressed — as we
did — simply change out muzzle
devices.

KEEP IT ROLLING ...

There is a lot going on with the Kuna,
some quite interesting. Perhaps the
most important is this: Unlike many
new so-called “large format” 9mm

pistols on the market, the Kuna doesn’t use a straight-

The controls of the Springfield Armory
Kuna in 9mm are either ambidextrous or
reversible. The Kuna is a 15%2-inch pistol
without the optional brace attached.
Folded, it measures just 16% inches.

—_—
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY
KUNA

Roller-delay blowback,
semiautomatic

TYPE

CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY

2mm
30 rds.

6 in., Melonite (carbon

steel), threaded (V2x28)

15.5 in. (w/o brace);
16.25 in. (brace folded);
24.25 in., (brace extended)

4 |bs., 6 oz (w/o brace):
5 1bs., 1 oz (w/ brace)

Forged 7075 (aluminum)
Strike Ind. FSA, folding

5 lbs. (tested); flat face,
single stage

sions of that design concept, the G3,
HK 33, and so on. Unsurprisingly, the
roller-system in the HK guns is a com-
plicated bit of German engineering.
The roller in the Kuna bolt, however,
is shockingly simple.

When you pull the bolt out of the
gun, you might not notice the roller
at all. The bolt assembly is a chunk
of steel, typical for pistol-caliber
firearms. This one is not as heavy,
::nc;drjz?éhﬁj;tegtrj;t)(;r:; 'r‘;’l though, because the roller system
81 149 (tested w/ brace) does some ol the work. I_:: you inspect
$999 (w/o brace) the top of the bolt assembly above
and forward of the breech face, you'll
see a simple spring-loaded stainless-
steel roller, which locks into a recess
in the top of the barrel above the

chamber. The roller absorbs some of the recoil forces

BARREL

LENGTH

WEIGHT

RECEIVER
BRACE

TRIGGER

SIGHTS

MSRP

Springfield Armory,
800-680-6866,

springfield-armory.com

MANUFACTURER

blowback operating system. Rather, it cycles using a roller-
delayed blowback action. “Roller locks” are nothing new.
The most famous was in the HK MP5 and the larger ver-
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The Kuna bolt assembly has less mass than would be required

for a comparable direct-blowback design. The delayed roller-lock

design reduces the effects of recoil by pausing the impulse.

before it unlocks and moves up and out of the way. Once
unlocked, the bolt can start its rearward travel, hence the
name “roller delayed blowback.”

A monolithic aluminum upper receiver is secured to the polymer
composite lower by two captured takedown pins. The bolt catch/
release, selector and mag release are familiar to AR users.



THE SUM OF ITS PARTS
The Kuna has a modern, modular aesthetic. To me. it looks
like a cross between a B&T APCO ($2,521, guns.com) or
the CZ Scorpion EVO 3+ ($1,199, cz-usa.com). The upper
receiver, the serialized part, is machined 7075 aluminum,
and it is somewhat beely. The integral handguard has
M-Lok slots for mounting accessories, and at the rear of
the receiver on either side you'll find quick-detach (QD)
sockets for mounting a sling.

The lower receiver is molded from polymer and held
in place with two, big captive pins. Pop those out and the
lower comes oll the gun. The polymer end plate with the
MIL-STD-1913 “Picatinny” rail at the back slides down
a short distance before coming out. As with many 9mm
SMGs, the bolt assembly pulls out the back of the Kuna for
cleaning. The ejector is fixed and mounted to the receiver.

Atop the Kuna is 8%z inches of optic rail to mount the
optic of your choice. The slots are numbered for reference,
but helping set the Kuna apart from others are that the
flip-up steel sights are integral. I like them. If you leave the
sights down, pistol-style emergency sights remain. At the
rear is a white-outline notch and at the front is a post with
a white dot. Even with the brace attached, I was able to get
my head down low enough to use them, but just barely:.
Flip the sights up and they snap into detents, but they don’t
lock. There is an aperture in the rear and a protected post
at the front. The front sight is click-adjustable for elevation
using the wheel just beneath it. The rear sight adjusts for
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Reduced to its major subas-
semblies, the Kuna retains
the 6-inch barrel within the
machined aluminum upper
receiver when separated
from the lower. With the
endplate removed, the
bolt, buffer, guiderod and
spring assembly can be
extracted from the rear.

windage using a thumb wheel. There are hash marks on the
receiver for reference, but the rear sight doesn’t click.

The Kuna uses a folding charging handle at the front,
which does not reciprocate when firing. It’s mounted to
the left side but is easily converted to the right side. The
handle is made of steel, is smooth and feels great in your
hand. When pulled out, it protrudes almost 1% inches
from the receiver, which is big enough for at least two
fingers — maybe three. It is spring-loaded and will fold
as soon as you release it. Working the charging handle
revealed that the bolt travel glided slick. Notable is that the
charging handle can be operated with the brace folded.

Receiver controls are all bilateral. The safety lever is
polymer and sports the same fine but surprisingly aggres-
sive texturing that is on the pistol grip and magazine well.
Oddly, the magazine release on the right side is polymer,
but the one on the leit is steel. The steel bolt catch/release
lever on either side of the receiver is identical, and you
can use it to lock your bolt one-handed, using just the
tip of your trigger finger. In fact, this is the only problem
[ had when testing this gun. As [ was getting used to it, |
pressed the bottom of the bolt stop with my trigger finger
while trying to hit the magazine release. A few repetitions,
though, fixed that problem.

The trigger is straight with a nearly flat face. It feels good
under the finger. The trigger pull was not surprising for a
gun originally designed as an submachine gun (SMG); it%s
slightly long and mushy but not gritty or heavy. The reset
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The charging handle is a non-reciprocating  When folded, a fixed, pistol-type dot sight  Folded, the rear sight is Springfield
design that also folds forward when not in
use. The handle can be reversed, also.

The Kuna borrows ergonomics and a control layout from the AR
platform, but the textured grip, mag well, mag release button,
and bolt catch/release wear Springfield’'s Adaptive Grip Texture.

was shorter than expected, so I could

shoot faster than [ expected. The total
tested pull weight measured 5 pounds
on Guns & Ammo’s sample.

The Kuna uses standard AR-pattern
pistol grips. You may have another
preference, but [ found I really liked
Springfield’s selection. It has a more
vertical angle and good texturing. A
hinged floorplate is at the bottom.

[ like storing spare batteries for my
optic in Ziplocs, and keeping them
inside my pistol grip.

The magazine well has a generous
bevel, so il you can’t reload the Kuna
fast, you're doing something wrong.

MAG CHANGE

As the Kuna was originally developed in 9mm, and then
40 S&W for the Brazilian armed forces, it was designed

Magazines for the Kuna are proprietary
and robust. Spare 30-round mags are pro-

jected to be affordably priced. $25 the SIG Sauer MPX magazine. Both

o Nl
is available. When raised, the needle-post ~ Armory’s white-outline U-notch; flipped
front sight is adjustable for precision. up, an adjustable aperture for precision.

around the magazine. The magazines are great, and per-
haps the Kuna will be offered in other chamberings sooner
than later. Springfield Armory told G&A that it intends to
keep them affordably price. (Rumors suggest around $25
apiece.) With each Kuna, we get two magazines.

Magazines feature transparent polymer bodies marked for
“10,” “20” and “30”-round capacities on both sides. As with
most dedicated SMG magazines, they are two-position feed.
You'll see that there is a steel feed ramp with a generous
double bevel attached to the aluminum receiver in front of
the chamber to aid feeding. The walls in the magazine are
thick, too. There are stainless-steel feed lips molded into
the top of the mag for durability. The .40 S&W magazines
are straight and I think they look cool. I'm not a big fan of
the .40 S&W cartridge, but in a gun this size it would make
sense. | suspect that version would do
well for Springfield.

The magazines contain strong
springs that require some effort to
load, but theyll last a long time. With
two-position-feed magazines such
as this, here’s a trick to save your
thumbs: When the spring gets too stiit
to insert a new cartridge, hold the car-
tridge atop the magazine in place with
your thumb and tap the bottom of the
magazine on something firm. Inertia
will help to seat the round.

The Kuna magazine reminds me of

are beely, and if you remember, the
MPX, it was originally going to be offered in both .40 and
357 SIG, so the mag and magazine well were sized for
accordingly. That’s what [ see with the Kuna. The maga-
zine’s external dimensions are big enough that it would be
possible to even see a 10mm Auto in the future.



ARO-EVO

THE NEXT EVOLUTION IN RIFLE OPTICS

ARO-EVO is the ARO (Advanced Rifle Optic) EVOlved. ARO-EVO  with our new Special Purpose Reticle (SPR) which is a bullet-
features an all-new 26mm housing design that offers a larger  drop compensating and ranging reticle which balances the
sight picture providing the user with more information for performance of a 2ZMOA dot with accuracy at intermediate

improved performance shooting along with our new lower 1/3 distances. ARO-EVO is available with our Special Purpose

co-witness pedestal mount. Additionally, ARO-EVO is available Reticle or a 2MOA dot only in Red, Green, and Gold.

Shake Awake™ Solar Failsafe™ SPR (BDC Reticle)
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BRACE FORIIT ...

Should you choose to buy a Kuna with a brace, you’ll get
the Strike Industries single-folding FSA. (Strike also makes
a dual-folding model.) I have prior experience with Strike
Industries braces and [ recommend them. This brace has

a machined aluminum bar, and at the back is a polymer
stabilizer arm brace. The locking mechanism is steel and
provides a rock-solid mount. It has a strong detent to
remain folded and deploys with a sharp tug.

You can mount the brace anywhere up and down the
receiver rail section. Depending on how you’re running the
gun, you might find that traditional AR optics are too tall.
An EOTech holographic sight seemed both too big and
too tall for me. For most of my shooting, I mounted an
Aimpoint ACRO P-2 on a Rep-
tilia Corp. low rail mount. It
was the perfect height for me.
Another benefit was it added
almost no weight to the gun.

My biggest question about
the roller-delayed blowback
operating system was how
much of the recoil it might
absorb, especially since it
looked so simple. [ shot the
Kuna side-by-side to the latest
Springfield Armory 9mm Saint Victor Pistol, which has a
512-inch barrel ($1,099, springfield-armory.com). Given
that the Saint Victor 9mm uses a straight blowback operat-
ing system, it has a heavier bolt, and even though it’s about
the same size as the Kuna, it weighs 11 ounces more. The
Kuna demonstrated that it still produced noticeably less
felt recoil! That was great news. I also noticed that the bolt
of the Kuna cycled faster than the 9mm Saint ARs. The
cases were up and out of the receiver in the blink of an
eye. The Kuna bounced a little with each shot, but it didn’t
climb. If I shot faster, it just bounced a bit faster. The recoil
impulse reminded me a lot of the Scorpion EVO, but the
straight-blowback Scorpion produced more felt recoil and
bounce against the shoulder.

To test reliability, I put a variety of ammunition through
the Kuna, everything from soft full-metal-jackets (FM]J) to
hot +P jacketed hollowpoints (JHP). I've lost count, but

PERFORMANCE

Fiocchi 158-gr. FMJ
Black Hills +P 124-gr. JHP

Hornady Ciritical Defense 115-gr. FTX
Winchester Active Duty 115-gr. FMJ FP

Notes: Accuracy is the average of four, five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest.

Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P chronograph set
12 feet in front of the muzzle.

The Strike Industries single-side folding brace is low profile and
ideal for concealment. When folded, the pistol is still operational.

['ve tested hundreds
of rounds from 10
different loads ot
assorted manufac-
turers’ ammunition.
The only problem I
experienced was with
the 90-grain +P load
from Super-Vel; the
wide mouth on that
hollowpoint caught the feed ramp on its way in.

Accuracy was as good as you'd expect from a fixed barrel
Omm SMG. There was some velocity boost from its 6-inch
barrel when compared to normal pistol numbers. The
Kuna was a like a friendly, furry weasel, which considering
its size and weight would make it a good choice if you're
taking new, small or young shooters to the range.

Honestly, when [ first looked over the Kuna aiter receiv-
ing it at my dealer, [ was a bit underwhelmed. The more
[ handled it, and the more I shot it, the more impressed I
became. HS Produkt and Springfield Armory did every-
thing right with this gun. If the caliber options material-
ize, the Kuna will stand out even further in this crowded
segment. [t was great fun to shoot, and it would work just
as well as a home delense pistol as it would a travel bag
companion for the road.

['m buying mine. Get your own. [

871 20 | 9 2 1.3
285 | 23 | 12 1 1.6
1,203 | 25 | 14 1.4 2.2
1272, | 21 || 19 1.5 3
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HOT TAKES FROM THE WORLD OF FIREARMS

Today s firearms industry 1s iInnovative, exciting, and fast-paced. If you're a serious shooter,

get the high-powered coverage you deserve from Guns & Gear hosts Ryan Gresham and
Kevin Jarnagin. They’ll bring you the latest firearms news, review the hottest new guns,

ammo, optics, and accessories, go In-depth with product experts, and much more.

GUNS & GEAR ‘
WEDNESDAYS 6-:1 Outdoor

CHANNEL
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SAVAGE ARMS UPGRADES
I'TS MICRO PISTOL
WITH OPTICS, RAILS AND
CAPACITY WITH THE
STANCE XR.

BY JACK OLLER | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

WHEN IT COMES
to line extensions that
feature upgrades, the
Savage Stance XR micro
pistol offers a lot for almost
the same price as the original
Stance. The brand had been out
of the pistol game for nearly 100
years when it first introduced the
Stance in Guns & Ammo’s February
2022 issue. That model has since been discon-
tinued — technically — but it was replaced by
an updated Stance XR line. [ wrote “technically”
because Savage continues to support custom-
ers of the original model, and because there
remains many similarities between the original
and the new-for-2025 model.
Savage has a limited yet remarkable his-
tory with handguns, and I think the company
re-entered handgun manufacturing in one of
the best ways possible. Many G&A history buliis
are familiar with the story of the Savage Model
1907, so this article won't retrace the origin of
Savage handguns. I bring it up, though, to point
out how ditficult and therefore impressive it is
that Savage has brought back a manufacturing

category after 105 years. (The Model 1907 was
discontinued in 1920.) To me, that is part of
what makes the Stance’s evolution fascinating.

Wanting to participate in today’s popular
handgun segment, Savage utilized a proven
design and updated it to meet the needs of
modern concealed carry. It was a brilliant way to
enter a new market. Having a solid platform to
build on, it improved its function and updated
aesthetics. Savage focused on adding features
customers wanted. If you're familiar with Sav-
age’s extensive rifle line, you already know that
it excels at providing options. The Stance XR is
all Savage.

FIRST, THE SIMILARITIES

Before I review the latest and greatest, allow me
to point out the details that Savage kept for the
Stance XR. Except for the new three-slot rail,
the grip and frame are the same. In fact, the
grip was regarded as among the best features
of the Stance. The slim design paired with the
sandpaper-like texture ensures a high grip with
excellent control when fired. The Stance XR
frame also includes the same backstrap options
and interchangeability.
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The Stance XR retains the chassis-
style design, and all models of the
original Stance and Stance XR con-
tinue to offer an ambidextrous manual
salety, which I confirmed functioned
properly at the range. The chassis is
not set up for user-servicing, though,
and we don’t expect an extensive
altermarket to introduce customiza-
tions. The Stance XR is optimized to
run out of the box.

Finally, for the frame, Savage kept
the molded overtravel stop behind the
trigger, which prevents unnecessary
trigger movement. On the slide, the
aggressive serrations and lightening
cuts were popular treatments, and the
muzzle is still beveled for reholster-
ing. The 3.2-inch stainless-steel barrel
did not change, and the Stance XR
slide has a black nitride finish.

WHAT'S NEW?

At a glance, the Stance XR looks remarkably similar to

the original, but it received major updates. Whether you
choose the three white dot, night sights or XP optic-
mounted version, they share upgraded magazines, trigger
saleties, recoil spring and a slide cut for red-dot sights. The
dual-spring guiderod incorporates a captured recoil spring.
[ts a small element that highlights thoughtfulness, and it

G&A | JUNE 2025 | STAND APART

The Stance XR is available in three models. The only
difference between them are the sighting arrange-
ments. Otherwise, they are identical. Each model is
available with either a FDE, black or gray polymer
grip module.

B Ty e T

SAVAGE STANCE XR
MANUAL SAFETY XP

Recoil operated, striker
fire, semiautomatic

TYPE

CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY
BARREL
LENGTH
WIDTH
HEIGHT
WEIGHT
FINISH
FRAME
TRIGGER

?mm
10 rds., 13 rds.
3.2 in., stainless steel
6.25 in.
.96 in.
S5 in. (w/o optic)

11b., 6.4 oz.

Black nitride (steel)
Polymer FDE (tested)
8 Ibs., 1.6 oz. (tested)

CTS-1500 red dot,
QRO plate,
XS Sights night sights

to enlarge the grip module or internal
chassis. The Stance XR includes one
flush-fit 10-round magazine and an
extended 13-round mag, bringing the
Stance XR to the capacity expecta-
tions of modern everyday carry (EDC)
pistols. It was a significant increase
from the original Stance’s seven- and
eight-round-capacity single-stack mags.
Those original magazines will not work
in the Stance XR.

While the old mags are not com-
patible, many of the holster options
supporting the Stance should accept
the Stance XR. Even with the new
three-slot dustcover, Savage told G&A that it has been able
to fit the Stance XR into Stance holsters with just a little bit
of massaging. At the time of this article’s writing, there do
not appear to be holster options dedicated to the Stance XR
and no production light-bearing options. It may be neces-
sary to commission one from a custom holster maker if you
decide to conceal carry the Stance XR with a light attached.

SIGHTS

Manual thumb lever,
ambidextrous (tested)

SAFETY

Two interchangeable
backstraps

$659

Savage Arms Co.,
800-370-0708,

Savagearms.com

ACCESSORIES

MSRP

MANUFACTURER

prevents a part from running away during maintenance.

The trigger is similar, but a trigger satety was added to the
XR, which aligns with the brand’s safety focus.

Moving from a single-stack to a stack-and-a-hall magazine
increased the capacity of the Stance XR without the need

“"XP" MEANS “RED-DOT READY"

Normally, a pistol line extension with an updated optic-
ready slide doesn’t need much explanation, but the way
Savage designed this one is clever. The Quick Release
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The texture of the grip is effective and the contours encourage A difference in operation or comfort between backstrap sizes
a high hold on the pistol. The extended magazine offers enough when shooting was not observed during testing. Using a punch
room for a full firing grip. to remove the retaining pin, the backstraps were easy to change.

The bilateral manual safety lever was confirmed ambidextrous.
The safety can be readily disengaged with either hand. The con-
dition of the safety is marked “FIRE” when in the down position.

reattach it in mere seconds.

The railed dustcover is the only change to the frame of the Also, LY ?dmlt it 1 i always B GO .
Stance XR. While the barrel is crowned, the face of the slide fea- about keepmg an €ye on Iy batteries as I should be. With
tures angled bevels to prevent snags when reholstering. the incredible battery life of so many red dots, it easy to
forget how long ago they were last
replaced. Should you realize your red
dot’s battery has died while outside

the home, you don’t need a specialized
tool to remove the red dot for an unob-
structed view of the irons. This is espe-
cially important if you put a red dot
on the base model Stance XR, which
comes with a simple three white-dot
setup. You can’t co-witness a red dot
with the Stance’s standard sights.

The night sight and XP models of
the Stance XR come with a tantastic

1
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Optics (QRO) plate does exactly
what its name implies, and it does so
with a non-specific tool. Looking at
the rear of the slide, you’ll notice a
non-descript set screw at the top-left
portion of the backplate. By depressing
this with something pointy — think
punch, small Allen wrench or even a
pen — it releases the adapter plate or
slide cover. What is the advantage of
this, though?

To start, this is incredibly conve-

safety lever. Behind it is an integral over-

nient for training at the range. As travel stop molded to the grip module. set of tritium night sights. These do
much as [ love red dots, its important co-witness through most micro red

to practice with your pistols iron sights. The QRO lets one  dots, just barely. It is enough of a sight picture to use in
rapidly remove and replace a red-dot sight and return to an emergency if the optic were to go down, but why not
zero, without the need to completely unscrew and remove quickly remove the optic entirely? The QRO plate is one
the red dot from the plate. You can start out shooting of the best optic-mounting solutions available for subcom-

red-dot drills, pop it off for iron-sight practice, and then pact pistols.
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The Stance XR is compatible with Glock 43X aftermarket sights.
One would be hard-pressed to find a better alternative to the
night sights included with the XP model, though.

Controls can be operated with the dominant hand. They are so
low profile, though, that both hands were necessary to operate
the controls with the non-dominant hand for one-hand drills.

On the subject of the QRO, each
option of the Stance XR includes a
QRO plate cut for the Shield RMSc
mounting pattern, but a Trijicon
RMRcc micro mounting plate is avail-
able upon request from Savage’s cus-
tomer service department. Should you
decide that you don't like the quick-
release plate, the Stance XR includes a
means to permanently keep the optic
plate or slide cover in place with easy-
to-follow instructions in the manual.
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The QRO system allows users to use a punch to depress the
unger at the backplate to line up two tabs and the dovetails,
lowing removal of the adapter plate and optic assembly.

Q O

ol place, which required a re-zero. I think it was a tluke
because there were no more issues with the dot after 300
rounds of additional testing. It highlighted the impor-

tance of putting carry guns through

a break-in period, especially if they
may be used for defense. I'll also add
that the Stance XR had no ejection or
failure-to-feed issues during the course
of this evaluation.

Should you carry or train with a red
dot on the Stance XR, its important to
keep an eye on and regularly clean the
objective lens of the red dot, regard-
less of brand. The loaded-chamber
indicator atop the barrel hood leaks
a fair amount of gas when fired. This
isn’t an issue in a defensive situation

A loaded chamber indicator is at the rear
of the barrel. Be mindful that it vents gas
and residue that can occulde the optic.

AT THE RANGE
Testing the Stance XR started with con-
firming the zero of the Crimson Trace
CTS-1500 5-MOA red-dot sight of the XP model. For the
sake of transparency, know that [ once worked in the mar-
keting department for Crimson Trace; I do have a fondness
for that company. With that in mind, [ objectively think that
the CTS-1500 is a fine, atfordable red dot that’s good for its
intended purpose. It is a nice value-add to the XP model; it
is not a “combat” optic. The lens and housing are made from
durable polymer, which is pertectly acceptable for light EDC
use and training but it is not a duty sight.

When zeroing the CTS-1500, there was an instance
during the second string of fire when the dot jumped out

should you start out with a clean lens,
but if you shoot the Stance a lot, it may
be necessary to clean the lens of grime
from escaping gases before the sight picture through the
optic becomes occluded.

When judging a pistol’s accuracy, it’s important to
consider G&A test protocol. The Stance XR is an accurate
pistol for what it is, but the heavy trigger amplified imper-
fections in fundamentals. Benched at 25 yards, I always
produced a tlyer in each five-shot string. The trigger has a
short amount of takeup, but the pull weight seems to stack
to the wall. G&A’s sample measured 8 pounds, 1.6 ounces,
using a Wheeler digital trigger gauge. Trigger-finger fatigue

also became a factor for evaluators when attempting slow,
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The 10- and 13-round magazines are new for the Stance XR, and
will not feed the original Stance 9mm pistol. The stack-and-a-half

staggered design kept dimensions similar, though.
=5 - P ” Dissassembly of the Savage Stance XR is the same as the origi-

ﬁ nal. When reassembling, the guiderod and spring assembly must
methodical shots for accuracy. be oriented correctly, otherwise the slide will not align properly.

The Stance XR still shot well enough for defensive
ranges, and within center mass at 25 yards. At 10 yards, of preference for a dot or irons, the Stance XR ran well
which is a more likely distance for defensive engagements,  with both aiming solutions.
five-shot groups measured less than 2 inches. I also noted While running drills with the Stance XR, the safety lever
that the Stance XR shot equally well with the Crimson was confirmed to be ambidextrous. The term “bilateral”
Trace optic and the night sights at any distance. Regardless  is a better descriptor of the mag release and slide catch/

The pinnacle of craftsmanship, performance and versatility—the Cypher and Trinity Ii farry
of Over/Unders all feature durable solid frame and steel mono-block barrel constructiofi, .
top tang safety/barrel selector and fiber optic sight. Each is available in gauges .-~
12,16, 20, 28 and .410. 5-Year Warranty. ‘ >

TRINITY Il & TRINITY 11 LT | DETAILED

* Extractors
* Turkish Walnut Stock and Forearm |
» Beretta®/Benelli® Mobil Style Chokes(SK, IC, M, IM

& DE

CYPHER & CYPHER X | MODERN & LIGHT WEIGH

* Auto Ejectors
* Deluxe Qil-Finished Turkish Walnut
* Extended/Color Coded Chokes (SK, IC, M, IM, F)

1816 Linn Street, North Kansas City, MO 64116 « 816.421.1400



ROLLER DELAYED BLOWBACK PISTOL IN 9MM.
BASED ON ORIGINAL HK® SPECS .

DEAD RINGERS FOR THE ORIGINALS _,
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PARTING SHOT

[ really liked the Stance XR as an off-body carry gun. With
the manual safety and the heavy trigger pull, I have no
fear letting it bounce around in a small, otherwise empty
compartment of my backpack. It should also appeal to
those who are safety-conscious about appendix carry. A
heavy trigger and manual safety are not a bad thing when
carrying a pistol so close to precious cargo.

Lastly, the price point is quite appealing to those
looking for an American-made EDC-ready pistol. Savage

release lever. The controls PERFORMANCE

work as advertised when
tested with the dominant
hand, but it was challeng-
ing to work the slide and
magazine release with only
my left hand. It required
support from both hands to
tully utilize the controls.
The Stance XR ate all
tested loads without issue. As
long as [ kept my thumbs ofl the slide, slowing slide velocity,
it even ran the lightweight 65-grain NOVX load, however, |
don’t recommend NOVX for defensive carry in this gun. Its
better to stick to common 115- to 124-grain defensive ammo.

Black Hills +P 124-gr. JHP
Fiocchi Range Dyn. 115-gr. FMJ
NOVX Self Defense 65-gr. LF P/C
SIG Sauer V-Crown 124-gr. JHP
Hornady Crit. Def. 115-gr. FTX

Accuracy is the average of five, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag rest at 25 yards.
Velocity is the average of five shots measured with a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph
set adjacent to the barrel.

guns and now pistols. [

MiSSioN “GNﬁGUﬂABd*
FiEed READY.

CFS 6-36x50mm F1

ideal for your next adventure.

h- T R

LEARN MORE

Nightforce is a registered trademark of Nightforce Optics, Inc.
© 2024 Nightforce Optics, Inc. All rights reserved.

has only increased
suggested prices by a
rough average of $20
between comparable
models of the Stance and
Stance XR, even with the
upgrades. Savage knows
how to put together

a nice package for its
customers; just look at
its long guns. [ only hear
good things about its

customer service, too. With the Stance XR checking all
the boxes for a modern EDC pistol, Savage has become a
one-stop-shop for all your firearm needs — rifles, shot-
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FOUND: Stash of 126-Year-Old $10 US Gold Liberty Head Coins
Survived the Melting Pot for Decades, Now Nearly Gone

A Glimpse into American Numismatic History

You may be familiar with US vintage gold coins. One of the most
popular types is the $10 Liberty Head gold coin. It’s one of the most
iconic pieces in American numismatics. Minted from 1838 to 1907,
the $10 Gold Liberty Head coin not only served as a medium of
exchange but also as a reflection of America’s growth and prosperity
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. A time when many US
circulating coins were still made of gold!

An All-American Coin

The $10 Liberty Head coin was designed in 1838 by Chief Engraver
of the U.S. Mint Christian Gobrecht. The obverse features a left-
facing portrait of Lady Liberty wearing a coronet inscribed with
“LIBERTY.” She is surrounded by 13 stars representing the original
colonies, with the minting year below. The reverse shows a heraldic
eagle with a shield on its breast, an olive branch in its right talon
and arrows in its left talon. Above the eagle is the motto “IN GOD
WE TRUST".

Minted at the Historic Philadelphia Mint

Many of the $10 Liberty gold coins were produced at the
Philadelphia Mint, identified by the lack of any mint mark on the
reverse side of the coin. The Philadelphia Mint was the first U.S.
Mint established way back in 1792. Nicknamed both the “Ye Old

Mint” and the “Mother Mint’, it has moved or been reconstructed
multiple times to accommodate production demands.

It's Amazing There Are Any Gold Liberty Head Coins Left!

The production of US gold circulating coins ended abruptly in
1933, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order

1899-P $10 Gold Liberty Coin MS62 Highlights

e Certified authentic and in collector’s grade MS62

e Struck in 1899, over 126 years ago
e Just 5.01% of all $10 US Gold Liberty Heads were struck in 1899

« Only 2.96% of all $10 US Gold Liberty Heads were struck at
Philadelphia in 1899 and far fewer survive today, in any
condition!

 Each contains 0.48375 troy ounces of gold

« Diameter of 26.8 mm

6102, which required American citizens to turn in their gold coins
and bullion to the Federal Reserve. As a result, most gold coins

in circulation (including Gold Liberties) were melted down. Coin
experts believe an abnormally large number of 1899-P $10 Gold

Liberty Head were melted, explaining why it is exceedingly difficult
to find.

1899-P
Mintage

A Tiny Mintage

Another reason the 1899-P $10 Gold Liberty
Head is difficult to find is because of how
few were made. Of all $10 Gold Liberty
Head coins struck, only 5% were struck in
1899. Even smaller, the coins struck at the
Philadelphia mint only account for 2.95% of
all $10 Gold Liberty Head coins struck. Talk

about small numbers!

All $10
Gold Liberty Coins

Supplies are Limited

Due to the collectability, rarity and condition of these 126-year-old
gold coins, we have only 27 of these 1899-P $10 US Gold Liberty
Head coins in MS62 collector’s condition available. Call toll-free
1-833-304-6533 now to secure yours before our limited supply
runs out!

1899-P $10 MS62 Vintage
US Gold Liberty Head Coin
$1,795 each + FREE SHIPPING

Call 1-833-304-6533

Offer Code TGLP102-1

Please mention this code when you call.

Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid
on previous purchases.
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SCAN TO BUY ONLINE rarcoa.com/1899-gold-liberty

RARCOA DIRECT

All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. © 2025 RARCOA DIRECT
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SELLIER & BELLOT CELEBRATES 200 YEARS
OF AMMUNITION PRODUCTION.

WORDS & PHOTOS BY ALFREDO RICO

THE DENSE CZECH FOG lim-
ited visibility to 50 yards. Along
the treeline, 20 hunters were
spread out to the left and right of
me at 40-yard intervals. We were
excitedly waiting for the horn to
announce the start of the driven
hunt. Once the mellow bellow
finished reverberating through
the air, hounds and humans
barked up a storm, scaring fallow
deer our way. As a guest of Sellier
& Bellots bicentennial anniver-
sary, I was in the Czech Republic

church is reminiscent of a fairy-
tale castle, except it is colossal
with a menacing black-spired
roof. At the other end of the
square stands the Old Town Hall
with its 15th-century Astronom-
ical Clock, an engineering and
scientific marvel of the period.
The 600-year-old working clock
displays four dilferent times, the
sun, the moon, and the zodiac
calendar. It predates Galileo, thus
the sun revolves around Earth.
Hourly, a skeleton symbolizing

for my first traditional European ~ The 15th-century Astronomical  Jeqth rings a bell as 12 apostle
h I ik e | Clock in Prague still tracks the h d q
unt. It was unlike anything Sories . s, sl statues pass by two windows an
experienced before. calendar. greets the crowd below. Walking
beyond the clock funneled me
PRAGUE onto Charles Bridge over the Vltava river near
Two days earlier, I landed in Prague. Setting the 9th century Prague Castle that dominates the - Afhe
jpn— oot on European soil was another first for me. skyline. It is impossible not to be mesmerized by A #,f:
2 e [ stayed at Hotel Josef, which is in Prague’s Old the millennium-old city. L
s o Town. Walking a few blocks through the cobble- The next morning, we traveled 44 miles south ks e
o @R stone streets led me to a large square where the to Vlasim for a factory tour of the Sellier & Oy

Church of Our Lady Before Tyn towered above Bellot ammunition plant. Sitting in the frontmost
surrounding buildings. The 14th century Gothic  seat of the chartered bus, I oohed and aahed at
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the architecture. The neo-renaissance architecture of the
National Museum in Prague contrasted greatly with the
minimalist, concrete buildings of Communist-bloc-era
design. The former exuded humanity; the latter buried it.

THE BICENTENNIAL
Prior to the visit, [ wasn’t too familiar with Sellier & Bellot,
other than they had a great reputation for making afford-
able 9mm ammunition. I often mispronounced the name
with a silent “r” and “t.” At the headquarters conference
room, | asked Vice President of Sales and Marketing Joset
Strnad about its pronunciation. He enunciated, “Sel-lee-er
and Bel-lot.” I now sound out the consonants.

Sellier & Bellot was
founded in 1825, in Prague,
by Louis Sellier and Jean
Maria Nicolaus Bellot. They
requested the privilege to
manufacture percussion
caps irom then-emperor of
Austria, Franz [. They were
in the right place with the
right product. Percussion
caps were the disruptive
technology of the time. Due
to the ease of loading, faster

The factory in Vlasim includes a
200-acre wildlife preserve support-
ing a managed population of 51
red deer and 28 fallow deer.

The eXergy Edge bullet is a
lead-free tipped bullet with
a cut-through edge.

During World War I, S&B

produced handgun car-
tridges for the Austrian army.
At the end of World War [,
Czechoslovakia was created.
In 1922, a Czechoslovak law
mandated that companies
seeking Ministry of Defence
contracts must be under
Czechoslovak ownership,
and the Czechoslovak Indus-
trial Bank acquired most ot

lock time and water resis- the shares of S&B.
tance, percussion firearms Despite advancements in bullet design, traditional and modern In 1936, the company
quickly overtook flintlock bullets make up the S&B product lineup. relocated to Vlasim. Two

designs in demand.

Thanks to its mass production ingenuity, the year 1830
saw Sellier & Bellot expand to international markets.

[t produced more than 60 million percussion caps and
became the low-price leader of the era. Bringing costs
down popularized percussion caps and subsequently flint-
lock conversions.

In 1870, S&B produced its first centerfire cartridges
using Flobert’s rimfire and Lefaucheux’s pin-primer
cartridges. A few years later, its annual output grew to 10
million cartridges. In 1895, it expanded into hunting car-
tridges and copper primers for ammo production.

years later, the Nazis

invaded and Sellier & Bellot was ordered to produce ammu-
nition for the Germans. After years of brutal occupation, the
Soviet Red Army and Czechoslovakians drove the Germans
out. In 1945, the Soviet Union set up a provisional govern-
ment and soon Sellier & Bellot was nationalized. It became
the main small-arms ammunition supplier for the Czecho-
slovak army. The 1989 fall of Communism aliected Sellier &
Bellot tremendously, though. The Communist government
had greatly overstocked army ammo storage facilities, which
left no new military orders for years.

Sellier & Bellot’s slide back to privatization began in 1992,
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Every Sellier & Bellot bullet is weighed
and checked for specs using computers.

which is when the Czech govern-
ment began large-scale privatization
ol state enterprises through a process
of voucher privatization. Under this
program, the government sold shares
in state-owned companies to Czech
citizens in the form of vouchers. In
1992, the Velvet Divorce took place,
which is when Czechoslovakia was
peacefully split into the Czech Repub-
lic and Slovakia.

The transition from state-owned to
a joint-stock company was rocky. By
2003, Sellier & Bellot was on its feet.
The period between 2014 and 2024
saw continued growth, especially. As
ol 2024, its European market share
was heavily invested in law enforce-
ment and military sectors. The U.S.
market makes up about 20 percent of
its revenue. Marking a new chapter
in its history, Sellier & Bellot became
a member of Colt CZ Group SE in
2024. They expect total ammo reve-
nue to exceed $300 million.

THE FACTORY TOUR
The Sellier & Bellot facility covers
370 acres and employs 1,653 people.
[t includes three ammo-producing
factories, a machine manufacturing
plant and a range. Each ammoplant is
a carbon copy of the other. Much of
the ammo-making machinery is made
in-house, too. A 200-acre wildlife pre-
serve is at the back of the property.
The ammo plant is like many
modern ammo plants ['ve visited. The
factory manufactures all components
except powder. The brass, projectiles
and primers are all made to exacting
standards. Brass rolls are punched into
cups, which are then extruded into
cases by large presses. Reels of lead

The case heads are measured accurately
In an instant.
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A screenshot of a cartridge details the
many measurements each machine makes.

What makes Sellier & Bellot unique
among other ammo factories is the
degree ol quality control. The cases
and bullets that come off the produc-
tion line are fed to computerized and
automated quality control systems. All
cases go through two separate inspec-
tions. One is an optical case test that
images the case head and extractor
groove, taking many measurements.
The numbers are analyzed in the blink
of an eye. Another optical machine
inspects the entire case for blemishes.
Each bullet is also weighed on a
computerized scale. The components
that fall outside the spec are automati-
cally removed from the line. There are
banks of such machinery running at
the same time. During the time [ spent
watching the machines, only a few
cases and bullets were rejected.

The cases and bullets that pass
inspection head to another building for
assembly. Multi-stage presses assem-
ble the ammo in a carousel. Powder
level is checked on each case in these
machines, too. Once assembled, they
are quality checked by employees
before being boxed and cased. The
cases are sent to the shipping ware-
house where they are inventoried and
shelved by a robotic system.
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During development of the 9mm XRG projectile, test-
ing through barriers such as auto glass was performed.
= The results were replicated during the factory tour.

AT THE RANGE

The factory tour included range time.
There, I shot frangible ammo, 5.56
NATO training rounds, a dangerous
game load and several types ol pistol
ammo. The XRG Defense round was

A 9mm XRG bullet was recovered from

lall t thv The O XRG ballistic gel after passing through a wind-
LA A ey shield (above, left). The expanded bullet

ammo uses a solid-copper, 110-grain passed through cloth and into gel (above,
hollowpoint that maintains close to right).

100 percent weight retention, regard-
less of the barrier it passes through.
When shot through clothing and into
gel, the projectile expanded like a
t{lower. When shot through a auto-

in .308 Winchester, along with a box
of S&B’s eXergy Cutting Edge ammo.

The .308 cartridge featured a 165-
grain blue-tipped, solid-copper bullet.

glass, the nose deformed inward.
What was impressive about the

range time was the volume of ammo

we shot. Every time [ emptied a 30-

In the dense fog, it was eerie hearing

hounds and beaters as they got closer.

[ didn’t see them. Every hunter faced
forward and stayed in their stand

round or standard-capacity handgun
magazine, [ was handed another. I
almost felt bad for the employees
having to load the mags, but they did
so with grins on their faces. What

the high volume of shooting showed
me, though, was how reliable the
ammo performs. [ never experienced
a hiccup or malfunction from the four
rifles and two handguns that I used.

while game was driven from behind.
This kept our rifles pointed in the
opposite direction of the game drivers.
Despite seeing a herd of fallow deer
behind me, they skirted my firing
lane. I didn't fire a shot in the day’s
three hunting sessions, but I tremen-
dously enjoyed the unique experience.
The next morning, we headed west
to Cesky Krumlov for a traditional
pheasant hunt. The small town has a
population of 13,000 and a famous
medieval castle, Cesky Krumlov
Castle. After centuries of war, invasion
and occupation, Cesky Krumlov has
become a popular tourist destination.
The pheasant hunt was similar to

THE HUNT

After the factory tour, the group
headed southwest to Moravia where [
would experience my first traditional
European hunt. The hunt began with
a ceremony where a large group of
hunters gathered around a makeshift the deer hunt. We started with cere-
square of pine branches. The square monies and were spread apart for the
was empty, but after the hunt it would  shooting. There were two exceptions:
be filled by the days kill. A horn One, a kennel of bird dogs joined the
blower made a speech about respect-  hunt to scoop up the felled birds. The
ing wildlife, the traditions of the hunt, other was that the pheasants were
and wishing for a good harvest. We driven toward us. To keep the game
then headed out to our hunting spots.  drivers sale, we only shot birds above
[ was handed a CZ 600 chambered the tree line. [ was armed with an
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S&B Expres HP shotshells are only available in Europe. As with its  Six Reeve’s pheasants were among the fowl shot during the

other loads, they produced a tight pattern and packed a wallop. driven hunt that produced an assortment of roosters and hens.
over/under, 20-gauge shotgun. The ammo was Sellier & closing ceremony, there were 1,200 birds in the pine-lined
Bellot’s Expres HP, 2%-inch shells, a 131s-ounce load with square, including roosters, hens and six Reeve’s pheasants.
No. 4 shot pellets. The Expres HP ammo is only available When [ arrived home, six boxes of Sellier & Bellot 9mm
in Europe. was waiting for me. Printed on the top of the box is a

Unlike the deer hunt, a lot of pheasants crossed my silver, crowned, two-tailed lion. Its the national symbol of
shooting path. The 20-gauge shells had plenty of reach, the Czech Republic, and its use in the area dates to 1210.
too, and the pattern was tight enough to drop birds After 200 years and despite gargantuan obstacles, Sellier &
instantly at the distances that my rusty skills were comfort-  Bellot has come full circle to employ machinery and tech-
able shooting. When the hunt was over, I had shot more nology to be a leader of quality, aliordable ammo. That’s a
than 120 shells; they all went oif without issue. At the win all shooters can celebrate.
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We“ve got a full line of professional-grade
. -attachments for your ATV including;

.~ mowers, tillers, trailers, graders,
cultivators, and more.

® Scan the code to shop
o DR POWER DRPower.com/ATV today
EQUIPMENT or request a free catalog!

Toll-free: 800-790-5917 | FREE SHIPPING options available



GRAB THE BLUE BOX

MAGITELH

AMMUNITION

www.magtechammunition.com

©2025 Magtech



66 G&A | JUNE 2025

Many revolver enthusiasts objected to locks on both aesthetic
and mechanical grounds since their introduction. The lock was
often located above the cylinder release latch and required a key.
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UNLOCKED

UNLOCKED, spoken “on'lakt.” Its
a transitive verb meaning “To free from
restraints or restrictions.”

[n case you missed it, Smith & Wesson
launched a classic revolver line at the 2025 NSSF
SHOT Show that lacks the internal safety lock. They
include the Model 10, 19 and 36 Classic. All three are
solid frame designs made of carbon steel with forged parts
that are finished with a high-polish blue. New shooters —
or those who have spent their time learning to shoot only
with 9mm pistols — may not know the significance of
this announcement. Back in the 1990s, during the Clinton
administration, there was a lot of angst about the future of
firearms in America. Lawsuits, prospective legislation and
nightly TV news harangues all aimed squarely at firearms.
As a result, the then-management of S&W added internal
locks to its revolvers starting in 2001, locks that required a
key to lock and unlock them for safe storage. Much-hated
in some circles — and disparagingly named in ways we
can’t even print — they have persisted until now.

The three Classic Series No-Lock revolvers have been
the historic mainstays of S&W production for a century
and a quarter now, beginning with the introduction of
the M&P .38 Special in 1899. While they are made in the
classic manner, out of forged steel, S&W has not aban-
doned the good engineering details they have added to the
designs through the decades.

POTENTIAL

SMITH & WESSON REINVIGORATES
I'TS CLASSIC REVOLVER LINE
WITH "NO-LOCK" MODEL 10, 19
AND 36 REVOLVERS.

BY PATRICK SWEENEY
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

One notable update is the cylinder retention
[ug. On the older models, this part was press-
fitted into the frame and swaged to stay in place.

[ts purpose was to keep the cylinder on the yoke
when you ejected the empties. Now on all three — and
all current-production S&W revolvers — it is an integral
part of the frame. Having had to replace a few of those
studs as a gunsmith back in the day, I applaud the change.

MODEL 10 CLASSIC

The Model 10, the fixed-sight .38 Special model, has
been in production since 1899 for good reason. It is small
enough and light enough to be easy to carry, but heavy
enough that the recoil of .38 Special is not a problem for
most shooters. The 4-inch barrel of two of the Classic
Series No-Locks — and all the millions that were made
before them — provides a long enough sight radius for
accurate shots. The barrel length ensures you get most of
the velocity a .38 Special can generate. When fed target
wadcutter ammunition, the Model 10 or 19 can, in the
right hands, put all six shots into the same ragged hole on
the target, time and again. [ know that as I've done it in
various competitions.

Six shots in this modern world of high capacity 9mm
pistols might not seem like a lot, but for target shooting,
training and self-defense, six rounds can be plenty. One
thing I noticed while chronographing loads is that cur-
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rent .38 Special ammunition is right
there in the mix with the ballistics of
Omm ammunition. In the old days,
that wasn’'t so much the case. You are
not giving up power to go wheelgun.
The no-lock Model 10 Classic has
the same external dimensions as all
the other Model 10 revolvers, so any
speedloader made for the “K” frame
will feed your 10.

The no-lock Model 10 Classic has
the tapered barrel of its predecessors,
and the ejector rod also has the large
knob on the tip, like the ones [ saw

With its K-frame, exposed ejector rod, and
smooth walnut grips, the no-lock Model 10
Classic hearkens back to the Victory Model and
Smith & Wesson's original M&P revolver line.

SMITH & WESSON "
MODEL 10 CLASSIC 7

Revolver, double-
action/single-action

.\ RN [p]cIS .38 Special
CAPACITY g3
BARREL
RN (Al 8.8/ in.
(VAIoaN= 0 1.45 in.
I3(CI NN 5.85 in.

VI3[ 2 |bs., 2.6 oz.
com). looking even further back to
Tyler Gun Works, ) S

S alnut, smooth the era when the K frame — then
SINEIN Blued (steel) known as the M&P — was being
Fixed blade (front), made for the war ettort, World War II
fixed notch (rear) that is. If you want to use more mod-
TRIGGER ?Cl)tlbtis 13 zi E%%f ern grips, they will fit just fine. It is a
e simple matter to unscrew the old and

$979
Smith & Wesson, bolt on the new.

\PAN e lV1 e B800-331-0852,
smlth-wesson.com MODEL 19 CLASSIC

The original Model 19 was developed

i PE

4 in., carbon steel

SIGHTS

MSRP

in so many Detroit police holsters during the Reagan era. at the urging of the late Bill Jordan with the marriage of the
Adding to the retro vibe, S&W elected to go with smooth K frame and the .357 Magnum cartridge. With adjustable
hardwood grips made by Tyler Gun Works (tylergunworks.  sights and barrel lengths from 2% to 6 inches, it was the

S&W has been continuously improv-
ing and refining the lock work of the
J-frame. Internally, the no-lock Model 36
(above, left) is not much different than
the version with the lock (above, right).
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The firing pin in S&W revolvers migrated to the frame in 1997 for
more consistent ignition. The Model 10 features a fixed notch in
the topstrap while the Model 19 sports an adjustable rear sight.




mainstay of law enforcement officers
who were allowed to carry .357 Mag-
nums. (Many departments long had a
“no Magnums” rule.) It had, and still
has, the capability of using both .38
Special and .357 Magnum ammuni-
tion. With .38 Special ammo, even the
+P loads, the M-19 is a real pussycat.
[t has enough extra weight compared
to the M-10 that recoil becomes even
less of an issue. However, when you
load up full-power factory .357 Mag-
num ammo, you will find it a lot more
exciting than the 9mm you may have
been shooting up to this point.

One aspect of the M-19 that might not have been
passed down to the current generation is that Jordan saw
the M-19 as a “practice with .38s, carry .357s” revolver.
You can shoot .357s all the time in yours if you want,
but departments saw .357 Magnum ammunition as being
much too expensive. The constant wear-and-tear on the
revolvers would eventually lead to the development of the
[-frame and the 686 series. “Constant wear and tear,” you
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Owing some credit to Bill Jordan, the
Model 19 revolver was the mainstay among
law enforcement for decades. The no-lock
Model 19 Classics respect the original
design, but with modern construction.

SMITH & WESSON
MODEL 19 CLASSIC

Revolver, double-
action/single-action

.38 Special/
357 Magnum

6 rds.
4.25 in., carbon steel
Q.87 in.
1.45 in.
5.85 in.
2 |bs.. 54 oz.

Hardwood, checkered

TYPE

CARTRIDGE

CAPACITY
BARREL
LENGTH
WIDTH
HEIGHT
WEIGHT
MATERIALS
FINISH

ask? When [ was first working in gun
shops and shooting S&W K-irame
revolvers in PPC competition, Detroit
PD required quarterly qualifications.

Blued (steel)

Fixed, red ramp (front),
notch, adj. (rear)

SIGHTS

TRIGGER g :E:f ; 22 E%’% Four times a year on the range, and
VSRP R the serious officers who worked in

dangerous precincts practiced more
on their own. Now, belore you get
all worried, the firing schedule back
then — with older M-19s not built
to todays standards — meant an M-19 might need some
work before an officer retired. Might. That was several
thousand full-power .357s per year. Me, 'm not worried,
not with the new ones. The wear and tear will mostly be
on you. After a day of testing the M-19 with full-power
357 Magnum ammunition, [ had a blister on the web of
my hand, so ease carefully into Magnum territory when
you get yours.

Oh, and there was one more detail of the M-19 that

Smith & Wesson,
800-331-0852,

smith-wesson.com

MANUFACTURER

The Model 19 Classic (above, top)
has a bull barrel and red-ramped
front sight, while the Model 10
Classic (above, bottom) wears the
historic fixed half-round blade at
the front of its tapered barrel.

As with original Victory models,
the Model 10 Classic features
smooth hardwood grips and the
serial number marked on the butt
of the frame.
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The Model 36 Classic is rated for +P
ammunition. With history dating to the
dawn of concealed carry, it has a 1.88-inch
barrel, arched backstrap and a fixed sight.
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SMITH & WESSON k
MODEL 36 CLASSIC

-

Revolver, double—
action/single-action

TYPE

CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY
BARREL
LENGTH
WIDTH
HEIGHT
WEIGHT
MATERIALS
FINISH

.38 Special .' .-
5 rds. ;. " |
1.88 in.
6.94 in.

1.33 Ini;

4.3 in.

1 1., 3.64 0z
Hardwood, checkered
Blued (steel)

Fixed (front);

notch, adj. (rear)

4 |bs., 4 oz. (SA),
11 lbs., 8 oz. (DA)

$849

Smith & Wesson,
800-331-0852,

smith-wesson.com

caught my eye: The new lock. The
originals used the ejector rod engag-
ing a spring-loaded plunger under
the barrel to secure the front of the
cylinder, as on the Classic M-10. The
no-lock M-19 Classic uses a spring-
loaded plunger mounted on the
frame to engage the yoke, locking the
cylinder at the front. It is much like
the third lock on the old Triple-Lock
revolvers that Elmer Keith used in
his development of the .44 Magnum.
This is done because the M-19 uses
the newer S&W assembly method

of a barrel inside a sleeve. The sleeve
has the rib, the front sight, the ejector rod shroud, and it
cannot hold the front locking plunger like the M-10. The
barrel threads into the frame and, when torqued, it locks
the sleeve in place.

— known as the “I” frame, il you're
keeping track — had been used for
various .32s and the .38 S&W , but it
wasn’t large enough for the cylinder
length needed for the .38 Special.
The new revolver received and kept
the name “Chief’s Special” until 1957,
when S&W switched over to the
model number system.

The no-lock Model 36 Classic has
the same no-taper barrel that became
the standard in 1975. It has the
rounded, half-moon front sight that
was the norm until the ramped-sight barrel replaced it.
As in the old days, the barrel is just shy of 2 inches long,
and the cylinder holds but five rounds. The short barrel
also means the ejector rod isn’t long enough to fully eject

the empties. For that, you'll have to track down an earlier
M-36, one with a 3-inch barrel.

SIGHTS

TRIGGER

MSRP

MANUFACTURER

MODEL 36 CLASSIC
As the backup gun of

choice for many decades,
the five-shot Smith & Wes-

One modern change on
the M-36 that [ noticed,
and approve of, is the

SMITH & WESSON MODEL 19 CLASSIC

son J-frame revolver first
saw the light of day as a .38
Special at the 1950 annual
convention of the Interna-
tional Association ot Chiefs
of Police (IACP). The new
frame size was necessary
because the older frame

BEST AVG.
VEL. GROUP | GROUP
LOAD (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

Black Hills 158-gr. JHP
Horn. Amer. Gunner 125-gr. XTP
Federal Classic 158-gr. JHP

SIG Sauer Elite Ball 125-gr. FMJ

Notes: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Champion
shooting rest. Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with a Labradar chrono-
graph set to read at 15 feet from the muzzle.

SMITH & WESSON MODEL 10 CLASSIC

VEL.
LOAD )

BEST

AVG.

1,200 18.1
1,398 | 59 23 1:8 2.1
1,178 | 98 40 1.9 2.2
1,414 | 91 | 41.5 2 2.4

double-action (DA) trigger
pull. The J-frames always
had a reputation of hav-
ing rather stiff DA trigger
pulls. Where the K-frames
could be easily made much
lighter and smoother, the
Js were problematic. S&W

SMITH & WESSON MODEL 36 CLASSIC

BEST | AVG.
VEL. GROUP | GROUP
LOAD (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

GROUP | GROUP
(IN.) (IN.)
Federal +P 129-gr. Hydra-Shok Federal +P 129-gr. Hydra-Shok 152
Winchester +P 130-gr. SXT 950 95 | 359 1.6 1.8 Winchester +P 130-gr. SXT 858 | 117 | 46.8 1.9 22
SIG Sauer +P 125-gr. V-Crown 1,013 | 89 33 1.7 19 SIG Sauer +P 125-gr. V-Crown 880 99 | 394 1.9 2.1

Notes: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Cham-
pion shooting rest. Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with a Labradar

chronograph set to read at 15 feet from the muzzle.

Notes: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Cham-
pion shooting rest. Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with a Labradar
chronograph set to read at 15 feet from the muzzle.
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The Model 19 Classic uses Smith & Wes-

son’s modern sleeve-over-barrel approach,
which improves its accuracy potential.

has made some interesting engineer-
ing changes in the geometry, and
the trigger pull is a bit lighter, but
much smoother and more even than
the old guns. Where the old guns
used to “stack” — that is, the trigger
pull would get heavier as you pulled
through — this one does not.

[ used the same loads for the M-10
and the M-36 to see what the differ-
ence in barrel length would produce.
Yes, a shorter barrel does cost you
velocity. Thats something you must
weigh against the smaller size that
makes the M-36 a lot easier to carry:

Another change from the old days is
that these three are all internal firing
pin designs. Instead of having a firing
pin pinned to the hammer, the ham-
mer strikes the firing pin — which is
spring-loaded and held in the frame
— to detonate the primer. This has
been the case in S&W revolvers for
some time, and I'm glad to see they
kept it even while building classic
revolvers.

AT THE RANGE

[t was like stepping back in time.

The smooth DA trigger stroke of each
of these revolvers was easy to man-
age, and knocking down steel plates
and poppers was a breeze. Over at
the rifle range, the clean and crisp
single-action (SA) trigger pull on each
made tagging the gongs at 100 yards
easy. Well, I'll admit it was a bit more
ditficult with the M-36 than the other
two. The shorter sight radius meant
aiming errors were magnified, but I
still managed to start out with three
hits from five shots and finished five-
for-five a few cylinders later. It was a

The Model 19 includes a serrated, fully adjustable rear sight that's paired with a serrated
ramped blade at the front with red insert.

If you've been waiting to enter the world of pistol- mounted optlcs
the excuses are gone. Riton has a full assortment of re uti
Open and closed emitters, common footprints, and prices that
eliminate any excuse you have to be tied to your iron sights.

] R TOTI

SEE

THE DIFFERENC
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There is no rubber or polymer with these guns, just wooden
grips and blued steel. The solid walnut grips on the Model 10
were crafted, inspected and marked “TGW" by Tyler Gun Works.

clue that I had been neglecting my revolver practice of late.

The Smith & Wesson no-lock revolvers are cool and
hearken back to the days of muscle cars and 8-track play-
ers, so why get one now? Shooting should be about fun, at
least some of the time. An accurate firearm is fun to shoot,
and you can’t get much more accurate than a revolver.
There is also the skills-building aspect of this. You may

A +P five-shot .38 Special is still a viable defensive tool, even in
the age of striker-fired polymer pistols. Learning how to shoot a
revolver will make you a better shooter overall, too.

be a hotshot at your gun club with your 9mm, but how
are you with a revolver? Best of all, learning to shoot a DA
revolver accurately will make you a better shot with your
Omm auto. Its all about sight alignment and trigger con-
trol, and a double-action revolver really works you on that.
Once you've learned it, you will be a much better shooter
with everything.

o i
- )
] -
’

l

| -“,-&"

FOR IJUR WARRIURS

RAPID CITY, SD HI‘AEK Hllls BLACK-HILLS.COM
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NEW ROTARY SAFETY SELECTOR

THE
EVOLUTION
OF TACTICAL

e ‘ The 580R/RM
e AR SIRR A Rotary Safety

LR T Selector location
allows two-sided
access without
breaking grip.

/. SCANCODEFOR' -
MORE INFO B

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW
590R" & 590RM™ SHOTGUNS —

i\ WITH ROTARY SAFETY SELECTOR.

2 [he 530 tactical platform has been a mainstay for generations. And these
" new 590R/RM pump-actions are sure to please both new users and the
Mossberg faithful alike with a host new groundbreaking features.
| | : From the new-design rotary safety selector, 5-position adjustable stock,
#50762 - 590R™ - compact ergonomically-shaped forend, flat profile trigger and integrated
12GA, 6+1 Capacity A e barrel/heat shield combination — these guns are all about functionality,
18.5" Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield I customization and comfort. Available in 12GA, the 530R has a magazine tube,
#50218 - 590RM™ Standoff e and the 590RM has a detachable box magazine. Both are offered with standard .

12GA, 10-Round Detachable Magazine barrels with pop-up sights or with standoff barrels. Let the evolution begin.
18.5" Standoff Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield

Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more
SAFETY TIP than a century.

Store firearms securely, inaccessible to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state, and local: laws, E
regulations, requirements, and/or restrictions, including but not limited to those L EAR N M 0 R E AT OSSB RG
regarding the purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm. MOSSBERG.COM

Not all products are available in all states or jurisdictions. : S I N C E 1 9 ]_ 9
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WORLD WAR II SNIPER RIFLE SERIES, PART IV:

AFTER LEARNING THAT MY FATHER
trained with an M1903A4 in England during
the summer of 1944, and later jumped into
Holland with it as a first scout for I Company,
101st Airborne, 506th Regiment, I have been
particularly interested in World War II
sniper rifles and tactics.

Before he passed away, I asked
Dad how he trained in England
with the 03A4. He said that
he spent several months
on a known-

distance (KD)
range and

11111111

AMERICAS SPRINGFIELD ARMORY M1903A4%
WITH M73B1 SCOPE.

BY DAVE EMARY | PHOTOS BY MARK FINGAR

500 yards. He didn’t have special ammunition;
they just used what they had. The soldiers
involved with this training knew that if they
could cover a 50-cent piece with three shots
from 100 yards, they would have reached the
pinnacle of shooting. No one ever did.

Part of the training required the first scout
to be issued tracer ammunition and stay about
300 yards ahead of the company. When the
scout found a German position, he was to
fire at it with tracers so everyone else knew
where to send rounds. As my father recalled,
the problem with that tactic was that everyone
learned where he was on the battlefield —
including the Germans.

-t
s T
af
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The M1903A4 safety was a copy of the Mauser Model 98 safety

I with three positions: Fire, a safe position that allows the bolt to

The Weaver Model 330-C scope was selected for the M1903A4, open, and safe with the bolt locked closed.
later designated the "M73B1.” These had drum-shaped knobs.

assemble or borrow several World War I1I bolt-action

[ asked how far he would have considered firing at an sniper rifles, acquire period ammunition and compare the
enemy target, and he replied, “150 yards to 200 yards, performance.
maximum.”

This distance seems a little short to me, so I asked why. THE RIFLE & OPTIC

“The rifle just wasn’t accurate enough to reliably hit a Following Germany’s invasion of Russia in June 1941, the
person that could shoot back much past that,” he said. elfectiveness of properly trained and equipped snipers,

That settled it. I decided that [ would either purchase, and their widespread deployment by the Soviets, became



The M1903AA4, just like all other M1903 rifles, featured a maga-

zine cutoff that prevented rounds being fed from the magazine.
It is a two-position lever with either the cutoff “ON" or “OFFE."

apparent. The U.S. ignored sniping during the interwar

period and had no sniper program prior to World War II.
There was no research available regarding the making of a
legitimate sniper ritle, so the Model 1903A4 was a design
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The M1903A4 was equipped
with a Mauser 98-type bolt
that has the third safety

locking lug and claw extractor.

Tested ammunition included The M1903A4 had a bent bolt
different arsenals and eras of handle, too, which was ground

the M2 Ball and M2 AP. for clearance of the scope.

of desperation. It has not been regarded as a premier
sniper rifle by many evaluators, but it was broadly issued
by the U.S. Army and Marines for every theater and earned

are|

A-

butation for reliability.
bproximately 29,000 M1903A4 rifles were produced.

Typically, receiver markings of the M1903A4 are unique.

The

standard roll marks tor the M1903A3 are evident, but

they are upside down when compared to the M1903A3.



78 G&A | JUNE 2025 | SNIPER
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N
sights besides the the Weaver 330-C/M73B1 scope.

They appear on the left side of the receiver with the serial
number on the right side of the receiver.

[ am not aware of any accuracy specification that was
applied to the M1903A4, but barrels used for these rifles
were carefully selected to be as close as possible to the
minimum dimension specifications. Significant numbers of
these rifles were produced by Remington. The rifles were
primarily stocked in a “scant” stock with a partial pistol
grip, but many were set into a full pistol grip “C” stock.
The M1903A4 was standardized and accepted in January
1943.

A commercial Weaver
330/330-C — an estab-
lished hunting scope with
2.75X magnification — was
mounted and later re-
designated the “M73B1.”
Having a small objective,
these non-waterprool optics
were the best stopgap avail-
able on the market. The
M73B1 had a three-quarter-
inch maintube with eleva-

The M1903A4 used the easier-to-produce stamped-steel barrel bands and forend cap of the M19203A3. The M1903A4 did not have

A

I . N

=

B s @ j 4 -

330-C. After the war, the
Weaver-made M73B1 was
replaced by the Lyman
M81/82, a military version
of the Alaskan scope.

Guns & Ammo’ test rifle
started out as a 1903A4
reproduction built by Gibbs
Rifle Company. I replaced
the stock with an original C

tion and windage drum-
style turrets that featured
quarter-minute-of-angle
(MOA) click adjustments.
The click adjustments were rather crudely produced,
however, with deeply knurled turrets and a notched
spring-steel plate that rubbed on the knurls to provide the
tactile clicks. The quarter-MOA adjustments were reason-
ably accurate, though, and repeatable. The M73B1 scope
allowed users to focus the eyepiece and separately focus
the reticle. The low 2.75X magnification of the scope was
partially offset by a very fine crosshair reticle, which made
aiming fairly precise to ranges of 300 to 400 yards.
Starting with a variant of M1903A3 that lacked iron
sights, the scope was mounted in Redfield rings on a
Redfield Junior base mount. So desperate was the Army
for scopes that buyers were sent throughout the country to
sporting goods stores to buy up inventories of the Weaver

The M1903A4 had the A3 buttplate, which had a trapdoor fea-

ture to access a compartment often used to hold a cleaning rod.

stock and handguard. I also
replaced the Gibbs scope
with an original Weaver
330-C. It was as close

as I could create without paying more. The bolt works
smoothly and the trigger tested at a clean 4 pounds on a
Lyman gauge. In weight, the M1903A4 was the lightest of
the four guns tested for this series at 9.7 pounds.

AMMUNITION

Dad used the ammunition he was issued during World
War II, primarily .30-caliber M2 Ball or M2 armor piercing
(AP) loads. He said there was never any special ammuni-
tion he knew about for snipers. He was given some tracer
ammunition for the jump into Holland, but he never

used it. Since then, [ have not seen any stories concern-
ing special ammunition used by U.S. snipers during the
war. [ have read numerous reports that snipers preferred



OfH 0

oF Y,

|:bl.:| Tj
[=] ‘ﬂ:

The all-new Kuna' pistol from Springfield Armory™ is a PDW built to deliver exceptional performance in a portable
package. Featuring a roller-delayed operating system and precision manufactured for optimal fit and function, the

Kuna is chambered in 9MM with 30-round magazines. The small profile, nimble handling, and prolific capacity
make it a flerce personal defense platform. The Kuna from Springfield Armory - ready to roll.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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AP ammunition because it was more accurate. [ have also
learned that snipers preferred certain arsenal ammuni-
tion, particularly Denver Arsenal Ball ammunition when
they could get it. The M1903A4 was capable of very good
accuracy, and performance limitations were often due to
the loads available and the variation of issued ammunition
accuracy.

To evaluate the M1903A4, [ acquired a small amount of
1944 Denver M2 Ball and 1953 Lake City M2 Ball. Both
were loaded with lead-core, flat-base, spitzer bullets that
weighed approximately 152 grains. I also acquired some
1944 Lake City M2 AP rounds and a small amount of
1953 Twin Cities M2 AP: both were loaded with a hard-
ened steel-core, flat-base spitzer bullet weighing approxi-
mately 165 grains.

AT THE RANGE

Testing was done on a known-distance (KD) range in New
Mexico with targets positioned at 100, 200, 300, 400 and
500 yards. We fired at the B27 human silhouette target to
match the sight picture a sniper would have seen. With
each issued ammunition, we only fired three-shot groups
at each range due to the limited supply of ammunition.
The M1903A4 was zeroed using a five-shot group of a

handload consisting of 46.5 grains of N135 and a Hornady

168-grain A-MAX bullet. We fired a three-shot group with

The M1903A4 used the same simplified, stamped floorplate and
triggerguard from the M1903A3.

the selected issue ammunition and then touched up the
zero. Incidentally, the M1903A4 was quite easy to zero
and proved accurate with the Weaver 330-C scope. Alter
zeroing, we fired across increasing distances and dialed the
elevation turret for the range come-ups while predicting
trajectory performance of the ammunition. These adjust-
ments were quite precise and correct, not to mention that
they were repeatable with the Weaver 330-C scope.

G&A Editor-in-Chiet Eric Poole was the man on the
trigger for accuracy testing while I spotted shots and gave
wind calls. We did not try to dial for wind; thats a good

meevany NO STAMPS. NO WAITING.

- NO NONSENSE.

1TTRI1HANE T

9MM BRASS PLATED
GATLING GUN

WITH OAK CARRBRIAGE




Based on Springfield Armory’s Professional 1911 emploved by the FBI's Hostage
Rescue Team, the TRP™ family of pistols was created to deliver a premium,
hard-use 1911 platform. Now available in new optics-ready models in .45 ACP
and, for the first time, 9MM. The forged slide and frame are hand-selected for fit
and finish and paired with the AOS optics-mounting system for optimal
Integration of today’s most popular optics.
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REVOLVER
SPEED LOADER

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER

Loads ammo. into faster
and easier than ever

.22 (Caliber

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER

lmv%hw ,
45, (ok S&
%kmsmﬂ "

HKS PRODUXTS, INC
7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

www. HKSspeedloaders.com
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The M1903A4 was an accurate and effective sniper to 400 yards. It was the lightest of
the World War |l sniper rifles tested. Scope turrets offer quarter-MOA adjustments, too.

way to get into trouble with an old
scope. It is not possible to “zero” the
turrets of the 330-C. You have to
remember the zero setting and how
many clicks or turns you have on
the turrets. This can lead to contu-
sion if you're dialing on two turrets.
Additionally, these old scopes have
backlash and crosstalk between the
turrets that we don’t consider today.
To adjust, keep making changes in
the same direction or go beyond the
desired setting and come back to it in
the same direction every time.

Our standard practice was to shoot
in the same wind condition based on
wind flags and observed vegetation.
By the alternoon, it was too windy to
read mirage. We succeeded most of
the time, but several groups showed
an obvious miss of a wind change.
With the low-power scope, wind cor-
rections were generally “Hold right-
half,” “Hold right-edge of silhouette,”
or “Hold right-edge of cardboard,” for
example. Greater resolution wasn't
possible, especially beyond 300 yards
due to the low power of the scope.

Fighting a fishtailing, 12:00-to-2:00,
10- to 20-mph wind for the duration
of this test, we had a bullet that often
landed left or right of an otherwise
respectable group. Measuring the ele-
vation dispersion was always a better
result than the windage of the group,
particularly at 500 yards. So, it is hard
to conclude from our limited test that

the M1903A4 preferred one type of
ammunition more than another.

CONCLUSION

As Dad reported, 200 yards may
have been a bit conservative for the
effective range of the M1903A4,

but G&ASs results depended a lot on
the ammunition. Despite shooting
extremely well with handloaded
ammo, the M1903A4 with period
issue ammunition was a 2-MOA riile.
Based on our testing, snipers would
have barely been able to hold shots to
the size of a human torso at 500 yards
under most battlefield circumstances.
The accuracy potential was far more
limited by the ammunition and
scope used than the inherent qual-
ities of the ritle. Head shots would
have been ifty beyond 200 yards, but
torso shots would have been possi-
ble to 400 yards — and maybe 500.
The handloaded match ammunition
showed the potential of these rifles,
and the limitations were affected

by the low-power Weaver 330-C/
M73B1 optic and its thin reticle, and
the ammunition variables. By 500
yards, target resolution was ditficult
with the 2.75X magnification scope,
even in ideal light conditions. At that
distance, the thin crosshair — with so
little magnification — covered more
than half the target.

The conclusion to the World War 11
Sniper Rifle Series will offer a com-
parison of the four bolt-action rifles,
the optics and ammunition. It will
highlight the pros and cons of each
system and compare our performance
results to 500 yards. [
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Precision in your palm - the Bodyguard® 2.0

This new handgun seamlessly combines being lightweight and small, with
unparalleled performance. Enhanced features like a new ergonomic profile
that allows for better control, a striker-fired flat-face trigger for improved

accuracy, and increased capacity make the Smith & Wesson® Bodyguard® 2.0
ready to fit your needs.

Superior performance, perfect balance — Smith & Wesson Bodyguard 2.0.

(@) Smith &Wesson

EMPOWERING AMERICANS™
Scan for

smith-wesson.com
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UPLAND ARI1T

PERCHED IN THE FOOTHILLS of the Apennines,

the towering Torricini of the Ducal Palace rise above

the walled city of Urbino. The city where Benelli
firearms are made is a monument to the 15th century
Renaissance and the achievements of Duke Federico
da Montefeltro. The palace — and much of Urbino —
was built by the duke, who sold his military service
and fought wars with his army to pay for it. He loved
art, literature and great thinkers. He knew Greek and
Latin, and learned to draw, fence, practice horse-
manship, and appreciated music and dancing as well.
His patronage inspired artists such as painter and
architect Raffaello Sanzio, one of the ltalian masters.
Today, Urbino draws artists from around the world to
attend its fine arts academy, graphic design school
and visual communication program.

Beneath the walls of Urbino is Benelli. Founded
in 1967, Benelli operates a modern manufacturing
facility that blends fine art and innovative firearm
technologies. In 2019, Guns & Ammo Publisher Chris
Agnes and Editor-in-Chief Eric Poole toured the fac-
tory, studied the region’s influences, and hunted the
surrounding upland fields. From this experience, the
828U was launched in 20 gauge for 2020.

The 12-gauge 828U was introduced in the March
2015 issue of Guns & Ammo. The first over/under
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design for Benelli, it was awarded G&A's 2015 Shot-

gun of the Year award. The 20-gauge version has
proven no less special. A version with a 28-inch barrel
was the subject of a long-term evaluation, used to
take clays and bring down ringneck pheasant on the
San Fiorano Estate in the Marche Hills.

THE GUN

It could be argued that the 20-gauge version of the
828U is better balanced than its predecessor. In fact,
it tested a half-pound lighter than the 12-gauge
original. With the action open, it hangs in the hand
beneath the hinge. The lines guide a shooter’s hands
and fingers to the controls and forearm, while artistic
grooves and shapes provide comfort and confidence.
Texture was created by laser-engraving designed to
mimic the scales of a fish. Even the graceful lines on
the aluminum receiver were inspired from the living
world, the shape of a mallard’s wing in flight. Leafed
ivy engraving conjure thoughts of roosters hiding
afield, highlighting its aesthetics. The sliding safety
selector punctuates the art-inspired functionality with
a shape akin to a duck’s foot, although checkered
with a sliding serrated bar for selecting which barrel
to fire first. The action-release lever, too, is artfully
arched and offset with texture on its touchpoint.
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BENELLI
828U

Over/under, automatic ejectors

20 ga., 2.75 or 3 in.

2 rds.
26 in., 28 in. (tested), steel

43.25 in. (26-in. bbl.), 45.25 in. (28-in. bbl.)
5 lbs., 14 oz.

AA-Grade satin walnut, Progressive Comfort

14.75 in.

1.5 in., adjustable
2.13 in., adjustable

Standard

Gloss blued (steel), nickel-plated,
brushed, engraved (aluminum)

Bead, red fiber optic (front)

3 lbs., 5.8 oz. (tested, lower bbl.):
3 lbs., 2.8 oz. (tested, upper bbl.)

Selector switch, automatic safety,
barrel selector

Crio chokes, flush, incl. Cylinder (C),
Improved Cylinder (IC), Modified (M),
Improved Modified (IM), Full (F), wrench,

drop and cast shim kit, hard case

$3.799

Benelli, 800-264-4962, benelliusa.com

L]
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A tactile fish-scale texture supports control. The triggerguard fea-
tures generous space for a gloved finger. Behind the triggerguard is
the access hole for the provided tool to remove the trigger assembly.

The 828U surrounds the aluminum receiver with water-
fowl design elements. The receiver can be bought with an
anodized gloss black finish to handsomely complement
the blued steel barrels or with a satin brushed nickel-
plated finish for contrast. Being made from aluminum

is notable because the 828U with a 28-inch barrel in 20

The Progressive Comfort recoil system also allows for adjustment of
the shotgun’s balance. Using steel or optional tungsten weights in the
stock, it is possible to change the center of gravity.

To open the action, move the top lever from left to right and move
the barrels downward. To close, move the barrel assembly up. When
the lever snaps to the center, the barrels are locked to the receiver.

gauge averages just an ounce less than 5 pounds, or 2
ounces less with a 26-inch barrel. Despite its light weight,
the recoil impulse is noticeably gentler than its 12-gauge
counterpart. The feeling is a combination of the smaller
20-gauge ammunition and Benelli's Progressive Comfort
recoil-absorbing system hidden within the rear of the stock
and recoil pad assembly. Even when shooting high-energy
20-gauge ammo such as 3-inch shells filled with TSS, the
Progressive Comfort design self-adjusts with its three sets
of interlocking leaves having different levels of elasticity.

The first set of leaves is flexible for light loads, while the
second manages a bit stiffer load and the third tames the
magnums. Where cheekwelds are made, you'll find Benel-
li's gel-comb cushion insert. With it, your face can slide
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The extractors only eject empty shell cases when the action is
opened after firing. Unfired cartridges are lifted by the extractors to
facilitate their manual removal, it desired.

Even after firing thousands of rounds, the forend exhibited tight
fitment. To remove the forend for disassembly, squeeze the forend
stock against the barrels before pressing the release button.

The serial number is laser engraved on the receiver and concealed
with the action closed. On either side of the barrels, an ejector rod
and spring are activated by a small portion of gas from a fired barrel.

along the comb in comfort while the cushion intercepts
recoil energy. Effective as these features are, the fine-fig-
ured grain appearance of the AA-grade walnut stock are
preserved to ensure a traditional appearance.
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Similar to Benelli’s semiautomatic shotguns, the 828U is different
than most over/unders in that it can be shimmed for ideal fit. The
plate-coupling system pairs shims for more than 40 fine adjustments.

The trigger assembly can be
removed when the shotgun is
disassembled. A coiled wire tool is
provided to assist with its removal
for maintenance. The trigger can be
adjusted into four positions, fore
and att, with a 1.5mm wrench.

Though the receiver is

CNC-machined from billet

aluminum, a unique, polished

steel lockplate is placec
behind the chambers. The
action is secured as the gun
is closed, forming the breech
face. The lockplate supports
the cartridge base and absorbs the violence during firing.
Traditional over/under designs incorporate the breech
face as an integral part of the receiver, meaning the recoil
energy is transferred directly along the action and stock.
Benelli's design also means that the receiver can be alumi-
num and the action is easier to open before it's worn in.
The 828U is cocked as the wing-shaped thumb lever is
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Five stainless chokes and a steel choke-removal wrench are provided. Included chokes are
Cylinder (C), Improved Cylinder (IC), Modified (M), Improved Modified (IM), and Full (F).

Is not traditional, so recoil is directed
service after a few thousand rounds.

lugs that hook into the bottom of
when the action is closed. Benelli’s
the recoil. The 828U won't wear in
the way that traditional over/under
designs can wear loose, requiring

the monobloc, joining the pieces
the hinge pin is not absorbing all

monobloc. The locking-plate design
opposed to a shotgun’s usual, integral
breech face. The locking plate has
approach to this also means that

back along the barrel assembly, as

the impulse

I

side designs. These design

by
factors lend to the receiver’s slim

With the action open

A lockable hard case lined with plaid is included, and stoppers prevent the barrel and
stocked action from sliding. The accessory case includes chokes, oil, tools and shims.

the action as its being opened. Under

pressed to open the action, rather
than a traditional design that cocks
the forend, there are no ejector

rods and springs, just a push-button
release to separate the walnut hand-
guard from the barrel as on many
profile and handling qualities. At its
widest, the receiver measures 1.567
inches and the forend 1.679 inches.
ejectors exist within the sides of the

side
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YOU MAKE IT... AVIENT MAKES IT

POSSIBLE

Advanced material solutions
for advanced applications

From grips to recoil pads, and holsters to

body armor, Avient’s specialized polymer and
composite solutions, forward-thinking design
expertise, and customer-centric approach help
you create products that always hit the mark.

For more idea inspiration, visit

avient.com/outdoor or call >\/<< HVI ENTW
1.844.4AVIENT. AN
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Benelli gave the 828U 20 gauge a red, fiber-optic front sight that’s
threaded into the carbon-fiber rib. The fastener behind the sight
above the barrel can be unscrewed to release the rib for removal.

Benelli tested the steel locking plate with 20,000 firings,
including 10 proof loads. We've only shot a few thousand.
Since recoil is managed differently, there are no tangs
extending to the wrist or grip of the stock. This means that
Benelli engineers could incorporate shim options to allow

users to adjust drop and cast as on its semiautomatics.
With the provided shims, users can select from one of 40
unique settings. This is a cost-effective alternative to cus-
tom fittings that are typical of high-end over/unders.
Underneath the receiver is a detachable trigger assem-

Featuring an artfully machined aluminum receiver and optional
26-inch barrels, the 20-gauge-chambered 828U is light to carry,
mount and swing into action. It tested at 5 pounds, 14 ounces.

bly that can be removed for maintenance or for additional
safety concerns afield, perhaps. A wire tool is provided in
the accessory case to complete this process. Installed, the
trigger was tested using a Lyman digital trigger-pull gauge.
The bottom barrel produced a 3 pound, 5.8 ounce-pull
while the upper barrel demonstrated a lighter 3 pound,
2.8-ounce pull. Of note, with each sweep of the lever,
left-to-right, the selector resets to the “S” safe position
automatically. If you use the 828U for clay shooting, you
can remove the automatic safety feature by detaching the
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-UTY REVOLVING GUNVISE

HEAVY |

* Locking AR
magazine well
support

e Heavy duty aluminum frames and center post
* Padded clamps with 2” height adjustment
e Stainless steel connecting rods
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Like all pistols in the LEGION family, the P365-AXG LEGION embraces what its
owners stand for and expect, quality, innovation and performance. Introducing

D the P365-AXG LEGION featuring a metal XMACRO grip frame with GI10
Chevron grip panels, optics cut integral compensated slide design, extended
magwell, XRAY Night Sights, and LEGION Cerakote Gray finish. This is not only
the first P365 LEGION, it is the perfection of a carry pistol, period.

AXG LEG ION P365-AXG LEGION, CARRY WHAT DEFINES YOU.

SIGSAUER.COM SIGSAUEH
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GUALITY SHOOTING SPORTS Al:-:l:s:nnml:s

:Tactlc:al Mag Cans

In the field, at the range, orin
storage — Built for durability,
designed for convenience,

and trusted by professionals
and enthusiasts alike.

e 3’1"’%

e PR YR
trigger assembly and removing a wire
per the owner's manual. From stock

fitment to safety preferences, config-
uring the 828U is user-friendly.

MTMCase-Gard.com SIGHTING IN
Stop by your favorite gun shop or visit us online to learn more! Additional weight was saved with

Benelli incorporating a carbon-fiber
rib, which can be interchanged with
another raised trap-style rib. It adds

a modern touch to the 828U. The rib
@ - of this model features only a front,
sﬂ_’}_’( red fiber-optic bead threaded in. It
DEAD AIR worked well in the field and on the

T L _ range through all daylight conditions,
DEAD AIR SILENCERS // NO QUARTER .. | p | ‘ but there is no mid-bead for addi-

DEADAIRSILENCERS.COM ' ' tional sight alignment.
' Guns & Ammo’s sample 828U
20-gauge with brushed-nickel finish
has been carried to the range or field

by most of the editorial staff for a

few years. As new models arrive, this
one remains popular for its handling,
mounting and pointing qualities, as
well as for its excellent trigger. It's

recommended for upland hunters and

— with the automatic safety disabled
— sporting clay shooters. Those new
to shotgunning also appreciated

its light weight and low felt recoill,
particularly when shooting standara
" . .
Triskelion™ Gas Management System, which ylelds the 2 A IﬁCh shells. Howeve ,itwas JUSt aa

Ty benefits of low back pressure and excellent acoustics. The eﬁcect]ve at mora d]sta Nt game birds
+~7 Mojave 45™ is compatible with multiple hosts, including

tilting barrel and fixed barrel systems.
_ i ful 3-inch payloads. With a 3-inch shell
& R fed into each chamber, it functioned

TRISKELION ADDITIVE ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE much ]]ke a Standard 12—gauge and

= W ;0K

FULL AUTO VERSATILE DESIGN COMPACT

when using heavier and more power-

o

punched up a class. [




BM59 Unissued .308
Magazines in ‘Factory
Wrap! This offer is for
3 - 20rd. Magazines in
brown paper wrap double
sealed with foil enclosure.
Rarely offered this way !

3 mags for $150.
#BM59047-3Pack

| Ti‘lumpson Drums

308 Cal.

U.S. WW2 M1A1 Bazooka -Repli:a

(Non-Flring) steel w/wood stock

!

2

M1A1 Assembled
Bazooka in steel,
is perfect for you
static displays or
reenacting. Full

sized and comes
w/sling. I"I.Iew.

azooka Rocket Bag-
3 rockats. Available in Khaki ﬂ[}
and USMCWW2 ‘Frog'Camo.

2 7 '.:IE.-”F' .'
Sd i e " 0D Bag $34.958MISCO83-Khak]
fea;:r _.;{’)Camniégas Al

Thompson 1'928 50 rd. Drum 51 95. #TMP1 46

g534 95#MISCSE3-CAMO |

,“y

Smrfh B Wesson
“ Victory Model"

" SURVIVAL PACK
R (Model 10/ K Frame)
: ‘30 il &3

wkem:.rm&r_

VEW (inert rockets sold separately)
Jl'su the M1A1 Bazooka is S0 d
e stk for y
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bua:: 5 W

Is re:?_. Hnﬁuef'lt:lg:ds Eg:lt ot
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M&AE Bazoo
Rﬂcl{et~ replicain
oad w/steeal fins
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Er&%ﬁ Web Site :

some

ekit! 255, #MISC533-KIT

Survwal Parts Pack for the Smith & WE ssOn
Model 10/K frame pistols. 20 original parts

in a convenient pack. Worth their weight
in gold when parts break or wear out!

$59.95 #5W042

dfThompson 1928 100 rd. Drum $450. #TMP‘IQE L8 L [ YRt At KIT - seg detalls =B
AR15.556mm Complete w/sight, lug uardL L, $39.95 #m:sc B "'ll'*1(
Barrel, New , retainer, slip r%rjé 3: d:mﬂﬁgnn o JJ_ Standard M6 MNew Luger Barrel,9mm h|mkm“_,_':;||ﬂ{ Ngw',"
' in [T, stee| rackets $175, #LGR002
#AR426 IE’«.__.'J 4w — b CoOmMIing soon "'_T,E r 5125 #BR9206
— = L Argentine FMH smc| b , ——
M14E2 Rifle St ofie § ANt | BT
| e tﬂc s —— SXCEPE H"‘E’"“M“Q’ T M31 U.S. F:iﬂe Grenade.
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Finally In Stock !! Newly Manufactured Beech ¢ "rtﬂr.kﬁ
5trlpped Stock $165. #M14364

Also available as Stock with metal hardware
kit. See Web Site. $340. #M14383

TEE.
-:cnf_

WW2 Model 38/44 Italian SMIGs were converted in many
cases to the Model 38/49 series with improvements such
a5 3 cross bolt safety. This is the Model 4 version and the
parts set comaes with a cut receiver & cut barrel as required,

& Barrel. See details
H on Web Site. 9mm.

o R $200. #MISCT1007

Inert full size , steel as used on

M1 Garnd,M14,M16 Rifles. New
553 95 #MISCSTS

-3 535.95

Ml'o!.'lg E ghﬂ I‘Id FIaSh no mag, but with the rest of the internals , sights & stock.
pattern W 2 E‘U’IEE Ip \ . - Agreat basis for 2 "bulld’ project, We have mags available construction w:th i
easily to the rifle. N m | separately . $199.9g F838020 safety clip. ==
$125. # AD38 | : | Full z&&HaftyI o
g - | . - dc o Very Limited il RS ’:
M50 Madsen [ : Wmchester 97 T
SMG Parts : : 2 ( . < Uenm‘fated Trench Handguard 47 <
S-Et ' ' p— RS SO S oy ..r_lr CETME ‘C‘ | f-%_ a ]
L - - . . LIIiIL F' ts sotin.3 ith E“ o~
Parts set has all =2 § 2AdSE ) was used w/ t;':'#r!:'a ;g;;gﬁgﬂ;'gﬂ"ﬂ;ggﬁgn and receiver. Best version of the G3 platform and
parts aucept magaxine, buivel, and receluse. ab Site to see ¢ = by il e e e syemnseg.
Great for replacement parts, a build, or for o u;:';"fj dﬁfgm?"" wagingh et et 4 4 fanastic builder’s kit! 5154.95 #CET016
making a static display. $150.#MADO73 - - ? 5""”9"-"’ with some tmkermg 5129 #WS7058 1_ Hute-w have brand new barreh sold separately.
M1 3 Grenade New BM59-ERifle - $595,
3 » uilders Kit ==
: arbine 3\-’451 308 cal. At . #EMSQD'DZB :
ol : ran
J . Builders Kit.... ﬂzvarts egtepr for // Newin
: - re ad ‘ | the receiver. This kit can Walnut
Original USGI Grenade ﬂunc rt el | [ assembled on an M1 Garand receiver and only o
Launcher Sigh ine a few changes needed to the feed system. The & 5
Set ma an . barrel is in nice shape and the overall parts and 5
- :am te w an stock are in very nnd+ condition. Original barrel/ &
@ 3P Emg Fastens yto and 20 rd. magazin ¢é° & *E-"*"‘ fusct
2 o ' e arpine oarrel. M 50 cal. TI'I d, New BROW 0719A4 [ . ""Lr
= : 89.95 #GL0O04 | w; T&E & 100 rd. belt good for .308, .s~“q A @' Ky i
Set o ; ade La / N4 _ tl 0 ,30-06,8mm. $14.95 ea., {z? g:'iﬁ'
$1,495, - ] Pm = . ‘4 or 5fﬂr 510.99 each. &
#MNT153 } 7 5 Sl & AR1S
BM59 Foldm Stock 3 Ay |z00 o oS 5
. 200 rd. I%It w::sfitg with 'Cr #AHIBQ
- same callpers. >LuU.ea '||-
= e I' or 5 at $16.50 each. (metal)
a1aqpf Jb?. JUST IN
: ; e QP AR15 Gas Blocks lor several
e Hheav I% uty ﬂtﬁck 36-06: . 1 : — b\ claibers and barrel diameters.
xcellent that folds to the ) a \ 4 > /1. AR1S block, .625 barrel dia. hole
Condition right of the rifle. Solid esign a;,ﬁﬁ: | = X ﬁ“-.ﬁ y’ Q‘?ﬂ‘? wfc;ii:i! mfu';l 51;.':95 .
makes this rigid and dependable. Comes attached to Vew few remain! ‘o i\x y/ O / 2AR1S,.750 barrel dia.hole, w/rail
the stock with pistol grip. Nc: handguard. //""' $2,395. - q}-'ﬂ - L\ . @{' PAR335 529.95 3. AR10 gas block,
— - s | """‘“47_ e ' b uy g,Q phosphate coated | " 735" brl.hole
— “ 5 i;f:f"' - m2 Tripl:u:l Sold Separately \&/f' . &'fﬂﬂdfm install, w;fziﬂg{fgs
. ' 32 M2 Tripod with T&E & Pintle , New o #ARS36
' e $360. iMNT155 e
i {Tripod has WW2 Brass Data Plate)
| M2 Tripod w/ pintle (no T&E)
- $280. ¥MNT149.
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NEW PERAK ALLOY CASE TECHNOLOGY

INTRODUCING
7MM BACKCOUNTRY.

Advancement only comes when you break from the ordinary. When

pressures, delivering extreme long-range accuracy and magnum

]MM BACKCOUNTRY. =

you see what's possible. Federal's 7mm Backcountry isn't just a | 5

new cartridge—-it's an ammunition revolution. Its exclusive, _ﬁ

<X

atented Peak Alloy™ case technology safely increases chamber T— s PN\ — T
: % - i FEDERALY)) XN I

performance in light, compact, shorter-barreled rifles. The most

rugged places, toughest game and longest shots are now within @eerkALLOY RN h,
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reach, and ammunition will never be the same.

155-GRAIN TERMINAL ASCENT® | 170-GRAIN TERMINAL ASCENT® BUY NOW
195-GRAIN BERGER® ELITE HUNTER | 168-GRAIN BARNES® LRX | 175-GRAIN FUSION® TIPPED FEDERALPREMIUM.COM



CONNECT

Exploring advanced levels of firearm ownership.

THE NITTY
GRITTY

 YOU'VE BOUGHT another AR.

Perhaps it was bought at a gun store,
~an online offer, or an opportunity
through a friend’s recommendation,
but it's now yours and standing nicely
in the gun safe. Enough time goes by,
and you feel it'd be nice to add an
optic to it, and then a forward grip.
You ask yourself, Why not a mounted
light? Every inch of the AR has been
seemingly customized to your liking
when you reach the point of won-
dering, Should | replace the trigger
too? Or build a whole new rifle from
the ground up? Thus continues the
never-ending tale of picking parts for
a rifle.

Ok, that scenario may not mirror
every experience, and many may
choose to substitute the “AR" in that
story with a bolt-action ritfle, shot-
gun, or other firearm. Regardless,
firearm ownership is often a hobby
that involves minutiae the deeper you
Invest In it.

A popular online article suggests a
resurgence of interest in choosing the

right barrel and twist rate to stabi-
lize .223 Remington and 5.56 NATO

BUILDING A COMPETITION AR:

Considering upgrading a stock rifle, or
building one from scratch? Let’s take your
shooting experience to another level!

SOUND OFF l

“Pairing Barrel Twist Rates with Bullet
Weights for .223 and 5.56 NATO” is a guide
written by Keith Wood to aid shooters con-
cerned with destabilizing their bullets.

projectiles. Author Keith Wood wrote
a simple overview on this topic that
reveals how different barrel lengths
and twist rates can be accurate with
certain rounds and result in disap-
pointment with others.

Another AR-centric article written
by 3-Gun shooter Kenzie Fitzpatrick
is gold for those interested in build-
Ing a competition gun. It covers part
prioritization, what to look for in a
component, and how various parts
affect a ritle’s handling, felt recoil and
accuracy potential.

That isn't to say every modification
has to make a firearm more tactical
or morph a platform into one for
competition. Sporterized World War

LANDLOCKED & LOADED:

A seemingly impossible hunt, in the
middle of public land that is normally
inaccessible to most hunters.

JUNE 2025 G&A 95

ANTONIO ACITELLI

| and Il surplus were the original proj-
ect rifles. Hunter-hobbyists created
their version of a unique sporter for
the field. Replacing one or two key
components can make a meaningful
difference. Guns & Ammo’s SIP Editor
David Faubion amped up a Weath-
erby 307 Alpine CT chambered in
/mm Backcountry. After installing a
Timney trigger, Faubion carried that
rifle to a piece of golden public land
only accessible by helicopter. He used
his project to take a fine bull elk.

| could go beyond this page. To
read more on these subjects, visit gun-
sandammo.com. As always, | extend
a question to you: How have you
modified a gun lately? Do you experi-
ment to determine how changes affect
performance, or ease its use? Email
us at gaeditor@outdoorsg.com about
your projects and suggestions. [

In response to the “Connect” column,
“Tools of the Trade” (Feb. 2025): One
thing I really enjoy is a Caldwell Target
camera. No more interrupting the other
shooters on the line to check a target. [It]
uses Bluetooth to stream live video of a
target to your device.

— Harry D., Email

In response to the “Connect” column,
“Web Exclusives” (April 2025): Mr.
Acitelli, another favorite, seriously, sug-
gested that ideas be submitted to the editor
for consideration. I suggest a review and
analysis by Attorney Wood of “Bruen,” and
guns and marijuana ... Plus, you “opened the
door,” as they say in court, with that flaky
Jan. 2025 cartoon. The CRPA periodical,
“California Firing Line,” Nov./Dec. 2024, p.
22, was a great reference. — Tim C., Email.

%gﬁ Respond to articles, find community and join the conversation in the Guns & Ammo forums and by engaging with us on social media:
CI[Foce?

ﬂ Guns & Ammo Magazine ‘

[O] @gunsandammomag ‘

X @GunsAndAmmoMag

‘ @ gaeditor@outdoorsg.com
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KEITH WOOD

MEXICAN STANDOFF

ON MARCH 5, 2025, the U.S. Supreme Court held oral
arguments in Smith & Wesson Brands, Inc. v. Estados
Unidos Mexicanos, a case that could have significant impli-
cations for the future of America’s firearms industry. This
single case has the potential to bankrupt the nation’s most
storied gunmakers.

Mexico filed a $10 billon lawsuit against a group of

BRIND Sppeambo

seven U.S. gunmakers
and one distributor for
their alleged role in that
nation’s epidemic of cartel
violence. The suit was filed
in U.S. District Court in
Boston and was appealed
to the 1st Circuit Court of
Appeals on the grounds
that it is barred by the 2005
Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act (PLCAA).
Smith & Wesson and its
co-defendants petitioned
the U.S. Supreme Court to
review the case, hoping to
overrule the Circuit Court's position and dismiss the case.
In its oral arguments before the Court, Mexico claimed
that these U.S. gun manufacturers “Aided and abetted
violations of specific federal gun laws and that those
violations proximately caused Mexico’s harm.” Essen-

tially, they are alleging criminal activity on behalf of the
firearms industry in hopes of exploiting the exception to
PLCAA's protections. Given the facts, Mexico's position is

oreposterous.

PLCAA allows for lawsuits in cases “in which a manufac-
turer or seller of a qualified product knowingly violated a
state or federal statute applicable to the sale or marketing
of the product, and the violation was a proximate cause of
the harm for which relief is sought.” No law enforcement
agency has accused any of the companies targeted in the
suit of criminal behavior.

During the arguments, the Court seemed skeptical of

SPENT CASES

Mexico blames U.S. manufacturers for its cartel problems.

Mexico’s position. The fact is that firearms manufacturers
sell to distributors who sell to dealers who sell to individ-
uals. Manufacturers cannot control the illegal behavior of
straw purchasers or rogue dealers due to the multi-tiered
distribution system. Even if PLCAA didn’t exist, Mexico's
causation argument would be suspect.

As Smith & Wesson's attorney argued, this is precisely
the type of case that PLCAA
was intended to prevent.

"Congress's purpose
was to prohibit lawsuits
just like this one,” Noel
Francisco told the Court.
"It was actually to protect
Second Amendment rights
by preventing plaintiffs from
bankrupting the industry
through frivolous law-
suits. After all, the Second
Amendment doesn't really
mean anything if there’s
nobody from whom you can
buy a firearm.”

Since most of the firearms industry is privately held, it
would be impossible to accurately estimate the collective
worth of the various companies. Smith & Wesson and
Ruger, both of which are publicly traded, have a combined
valuation of under $1 billion. Suffice it to say, a $10 billion
verdict could easily bankrupt the defendants in Mexico's
suit. That's the point — to put these companies out of
business. This is anti-gun lawfare, pure and simple.

The allegation that U.S. guns are flowing to Mexico is
true, but there's zero evidence that the gunmakers are
complicit in that illegal arms trafficking. According to an
experienced ATF official who spoke with Guns & Ammo
off the record, the problem lies not with the firearms
industry, but with the Department of Justice’s historical
failure to prioritize the prosecution of straw-purchaser
cases. Hopefully, that will change under the Trump
Administration.

ILLUSTRATION: A. F. BRANCO
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STAN CHEN

NIVl &c 4 OACE

Height: 5.74"

Weight: 4090z | 9mm & 40.10z | 45ACP (Empty Magazine)
Length: 8.56"

Recoil spring: 10lbs | 9mm & 16lbs | 45SACP

DESIGNED TO COMPETE
ENGINEERED TO \WIN!

KIMBERAMERICA.COM



