SIG SAUER P226 9MM FLAT SHOOTER FIELD TESTED: BENELLI
40TH ANNIVERSARY WALTHER PDP PRO-X 9MM M2 COMPACT 20 GA.
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. THE X9 IS AN
 ALL-NEW, OPTIC-
READY DOUBLE-

STACK 9MM
PISTOL FOR DEEP
CONCEALMENT.
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PROOFHOUSE: PERFECTLY — TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. p. 74
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY
1911 DS Prodigy
Comp AOS 9mm
P. 92
SUPPRESSOR
TEST:
SUREFIRE
SOCOMS56-RC3:
60% Less
Back Pressure!
P. 42 -
P. 39 P. 35 P. 25
BECKSTRAND NANCE TARR
Scope + Science = Lyman Borecam 2.0: Micro vs. Sub-Compact:

Revic Radikl RS25b Inspect Your Barrels! |s there a difference?
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WHAT WE'VE LEARNED
IN 135 YEARS WE PUT
INTO EVERY FN.




From the FN® M240B to the FN SCAR® to the FN 509°, we are obsessed with
performance. We overengineer for reliability. We over-test for accuracy. And we
overanalyze every feature and square inch of every FN pistol, rifle and suppressor.

Whatever it takes to protect freedom—abroad and here at home.

FNAmerica.com

®
FIREARMS
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Pro-X 9mm. The Dynamic
Performance Trigger and
DOUBLE-COLUMN WIN. oo
standard features for
this model. G&A tested
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PN optic. P. 56
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JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING® for Shooting, Hunting and the Qutdoors
shop MidwayUSA.com or call Toll Free 1-800-243-3220

HEAVY DUTY SCOPED RIFLE CASE

1 8.8 .8 8
REALLY GOOD QUALITY, EXCELLENT PRICE

These rifle cases are excellent quality and should protect your firearm from
nicks and dings when going hunting or to the range. The quality and price
make these a bargain. - GOR - NORTH CAROLINA T r——

GO TO MIDWAYUSA.COM TO READ padding system
HUNDREDS OF 5-STAR REVIEWS

Fully wrapped

e ——
webbed handle

Reinforced
seam stitching

SHOWN IN OLIVE DRAB

400D high-abrasion Lay-flat construction when opened
Use Promo Code gunsammo?2 to get m Dhal s omg

Free Shipping on Orders Over $99* Sizes: 40" / 44" / 48" | 52"
AVAILABLE IN: BLACK, COYOTE, OLIVE DRAB

*Some Exclusions Apply

| TRUPH?ERADE

WOSLER
TRuFH‘anAnE '
Ir TN s L

NOSLER TROPHY GRADE

300 WINGHESTER SHORT

MAGNUM (WSM) AMMO REMINGTON CORE-LOKT
1738032 30-06 SPRINGFIELD AMMO

BARNES VOR-TX
300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM AMMO
#29482?2

180 Grain Nosler AccuBond reladia
Bonded Polymer Tip 180 Grain Jacketed Soft Point
20 ROUNDS 20 ROUNDS

180 Grain Barnes Tipped Triple-Shock X
Polymer Tip Lead Free

20 ROUNDS

Sale prices valid starting September 15, 2024, and ending when promotional quantities are sold,
but not later than November 4, 2024. Prices and availability may vary.
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bolt-action rifle is an impressive tool for the avid hunter: Michael Savino mike.savino@outdoorsg.com
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This rifle has exceptional accuracy and has a sub 1" MOA Jim McConville (440) 791-7017
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WE FOCUS ON THE PROCGESS,
a0 YOU CAN FOGCUS ON

SILENCER
CENTRAL.

—

TO GET STARTED
CALL 866.471.6871 OR
VISIT SILENCERCENTRAL.COM

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

BANISH 22



A Watch As
Tough As You Are

Our digital-analog hybrid has two sides... tough
and tougher. Get it now for an unbelievable $49!

S -four watch shouldn’t cost more
than your car. It should look and
teel like a power tool and not a piece

of bling. Wearing it shouldn’t make

you think twice about swinging

a hammer or changing a tire. If

you agree, maybe you're ready

for the Stauwer Centurion —

55 &0

E—.pﬂ'll-.'ul'-l'.h‘l'l'I'I'l"
L

|

Hybrid. Use your Exclusive
Insider Promotional
Code below and TIll

send it to you today
tor ONLY $49.

This is a LOT of
machine for nota
lot of money. We
previously offered
the  Centurion
for $299, but
with the exclusive
promotional code it’s

yours for ONLY $49!

No matter what, this
watch can keep up. Thanks

to the Stauer 30-day Money
Back Guarantee, you've got

& RS
\

02 & 8 B W
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time to prove it. If you're not
totally satistied, return it for a
full refund of the purchase price.
You also get a 2-year replacement
guarantee on both movements. But I
have a feeling the only problem you’ll
have is deciding whether to keep the
Stauer Centurion on your dresser or
tucked inside your toolbox.

Watch Specifications:

* Digital-Analog Hybrid ¢ Dual digital displays

* Heavy-duty chromed body ® Water-resistant to 3 ATM
e LCD windows for time, date and day ® Luminous hands

e Contrast Stitch Band fitsa 7 1/4”°—9 1/4” wrist

Stauer Centurion Hybrid Watch
$299- $49* + S&P Save $250

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: CNW517-04

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W.
Dept. CNW517-04, Burnsville, MN 55337 www.stauer.com

Stauer | AFFoRD THE EXTRAORDINARY'
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READER
BLOWBACK

WRITE US!
Please include your city and state of residence. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity.

WINCHESTER MODEL 1904, .22 CAL.

IT°S STILL WITH ME

Regarding Mr. Hunnicutt's article in the May 2024 issue, |

was given a Winchester Model 1904 when | was 12 years
old — 1944. My dad taught me gun safety with it and
how to hunt squirrels. | shot .22 Shorts only. Eventually, |
changed the butt to fit my shoulder. My last hunt was at

age 80, and | am now 88. | still like to hold the old gun.

Johnny Helton
Marceline, Missouri

BARREL LENGTHS

Over here, the only
semiautomatic firearms
with a rifled barrel that
we can own must be in
22 rimfire, and 12 inches
is the minimum barrel
length for any cartridge
chambering. Given these
restrictions, does a longer
barrel improve reliability
in a blowback firearm with
standard-velocity ammu-
nition? Are high-velocity
loads the standard go-to?
What effect does barrel
length have on action
fouling?

David Thompson

United Kingdom

Reliability of .22 LR blow-

back actions will benefit
from longer barrels. The
longer the barrel, the longer
the adwell time of the pres-
sure pulse in the chamber.
This will result in a longer
and stronger push on the
cartridge case, and therefore
the bolt. The longer barrel
will also produce a larger
percentage of the propellant
burning and less powder

fouling. Little is gained by
shooting a .22 LR in barrels
longer than 18 inches.

— D. Emary

SUPPRESSOR VALUE

I'm puzzled about the

use of suppressors. If my
calculations are correct, the
average suppressor reduces
decibels by around 18 per-
cent. This seems minuscule
for the money laid out to
obtain that level of perfor-
mance, not to mention the
government'’s involvement
for a permit. Where am |
wrong?

Gary Charleville
Milford, Ohio

DAKOTA
CARTRIDGES

| just finished reading Craig
Boddington’s “Too Many,
Too Fast,” Part One, in the
September 2024 issue of
Guns & Ammo. | was imme-
diately struck by Mr. Bod-
dington’s omission of Don
Allen of Dakota Arms in his
dissertation of the devel-
opments of short-magnum
cartridges. Mr. Allen and

Pete Grisel introduced their
line of proprietary Dakota
cartridges based on a
shortened .404 Jeffrey case
in 1992, which were made
for the wonderfully engi-
neered Model 76 control-
feed (CRF) bolt-action rifle.
While Mr. Lazzeroni was
promoting his line of wild-
cats — often with exagger-
ated performance — Allen
and Grisel were quietly
producing a line of efficient
cartridges that | believe
initiated the later develop-
ment of all standard and
short magnums based on
the .404 Jeffrey, in addition
to producing what may be
the finest turn-bolt CRF
ever made, the Model 76.
Mr. Allen and Mr. Grisel
deserve recognition as pio-
neers in their field. Thanks
for a fine publication.

Donald P. Chase

Email

STOEGER PARIS?

| need some help finding a
recoil-spring assembly for a
Stoeger 8040, formerly the
Beretta Cougar in .40 S&W.
My pistol has a plastic guid-
erod that has become bent.

| can’t find a replacement,
and Stoeger indicated the
pistol has been out of pro-
duction for 10 years. There
seems to be no recoil spring
and guiderod assemblies
available. | really like the
pistol and hope to continue

“Letters,” Guns & Ammo, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614, or email us at gaeditor@outdoorsg.com.

90 YEARS AGO
NOVEMBER '74

“GUNS: Your Hedge Against
Inflation $$$” was the cover-
line and title for Author Scott
McMillan’s [eature that com-
pared the rising prices on fire-
arms. “|Ten]| years ago, you
could have purchased a Luger
pistol with holster, spare
magazine and take-down tool
for $39.95 from a number of
suppliers. Today, that same
Luger should be worth $125
— possibly more.” His con-
clusion remains true today:
“|Guns| are a good investment,
whether you are a collector or
just looking lor a little shelter
from inflation.” That Luger
ensemble commands more

than $2.,000 in 2024.

- | ACheap Shot At Gun Owners!

;EUNS Your inst
infiation $ ggdge ﬂga

Thel.nre a, =

and Lure of ‘“-*-‘-iq-*‘ 2
the Rimfire .. 08

shooting it. Does Guns &
Ammo have any sources for
a replacement part?

Tom Minerick

Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Aside from the usual
sources for Stoeger spares
— Numrich Gun Parts,
Midwest Gun Parts, MOA
Precision, Brownells, eBay
and Gunbroker.com — let
us pose this question to the
Guns & Ammo readership
for assistance.

— J. Kurtenbach

ONE-SHOT WONDER

I've been shooting a Ruger
No. 1 RSl in 7x57 for a
number of years, always
with a Nosler bullet. | either
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use a Nosler 140-grain flat
base or ballistic tip with
49-grains of IMR 4350.

Last year, | got my 100th
whitetail using this ritfle and
load, mostly neck shots. It
presents low recoil and is
very accurate.

Neil Blankenship

Email

KUDOS SPRINGFIELD

| recently purchased a pre-
owned Springfield Armory
M1A National Match. There
was no owner's manual

or paperwork included.

| contacted Springfield
about obtaining a manual,
and the girl | spoke to was
nice and helpful. | received
a manual four days later.

It didn't cost me a dime
except for the phone call.
Thank you, Springfield!
Robert A. Rasmussen
Hopkinton,

New Hampshire

NO POLITICS!

| have enjoyed Guns &
Ammo magazine for many
years, but lately I've taken
offense at the choice of

political cartoons and the
opinions of some writers.
You need to understand
that all of G&A's subscribers
are not Right Wing-leaning
"MAGAS."” | am an Inde-
pendent voter who votes
for who | think will do the
best job — not who a party

says | should vote for. | am
debating whether | should
renew my subscription to
G&A. | am sure that | am
not the only subscriber who
does not belong to your
preferred party, but who
enjoys and owns firearms.

Charles DelLong
Ghent, New York

Guns & Ammo is not a
politically affiliated brand.
Our concerns are limited to
firearm reviews, shooting
activities, and commentary
on Second Amendment-
related issues — regardless
of politics. However, | do
not censor contributors

for expressing themselves
regarding firearm-related
topics. If you identify cir-
cumstances where contrib-
utors stray into the realm

of non-firearm-related and
non-Second Amendment
topics, please don't hesitate
to send me a letter or
email. | respect all readers’
opinions, which should

be evident through every
issue’s “Reader Blowback”
column. — E. Poole

10MM HUNTER

| am an avid 1911 fan. [ own
quite a few in .45 caliber. |
recently purchased another
in 1T0mm to try my hand at
pistol hunting. What bullet
type is the most effective?

| primarily hunt whitetail
deer and occasionally black
bear in my home state of
Virginia. Some say a 155- to
180-grain hollowpoint is the
best, while others suggest a
200-grain hard-cast or even
flat-nose projectile. Any
advice?

Scotty Osbeck

Red House, Virginia

If | was hunting with a
10mm Auto, | would use

the Hornady 200-grain XTP
load or the Barnes TAC-XP

155-grain monolithic.

Both are excellent hunting
bullets. They expand well
at 10mm velocities, and will
penetrate a lot. | wouldn't
go below using the 180-
XTP or 140-grain TAC-XP.

— D. Emary

MORE KIMBER

I'm a long-time reader and
subscriber, and a huge
Kimber fan. | really enjoyed
reading the article "Boots
On The Ground” by Guns
& Ammo Editor Eric Poole
in the August 2024 issue. |
often see that Kimber has
the full back-page ad in the
magazine, but | rarely see
as many articles about this
brand. Thanks for the arti-
cle, but | hope to see more
about Kimber.

Domonic Mauro

North Carolina

5SMM BLUE STREAK

| am using Benjamin
cylindrical 5mm pellets in
my 1970s-era Blue Streak,
14.3-grain weight. These
pellets are more accurate
than the original Sheridan
S5mm pellets, for me that is

et a Glean Shot:,,
of the Inside

S0 you can make clean shots
outside every tlme. _ -

Lyman

Brands that Perform

i -
e

Take barrel inspection to the next
level! Inspect your bores for wear,
throat erosion, tool marks, rifling
damage, and copper or lead fouling
with the new Lyman Borecam 2.0

BORECAM
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Precision in your palm - the Bodyguard® 2.0

This new handgun seamlessly combines being lightweight and small, with
unparalleled performance. Enhanced features like a new ergonomic profile
that allows for better control, a striker-fired flat-face trigger for improved

accuracy, and increased capacity make the Smith & Wesson® Bodyguard® 2.0
ready to fit your needs.

Superior performance, perfect balance — Smith & Wesson Bodyguard 2.0.

(@) Smith &Wesson

EMPOWERING AMERICANS™
Scan for

smith-wesson.com
More Info

©2024 Smith & Wesson Inc. All Rights Reserved.



An Exc:tmg NEW’
Addition to 'th HSM
Roster of Superior
Hunting Cartridges!
Accuracy is our
Business.

The magic in this new cartridge is
the Hornady® SST® (Super Shock
Tip) bullet. Designed to deliver
tremendous shock on impact while
expanding quickly and reliably,
particularly at higher velocities.
Flat shooting and deadly accurate,
it's an ideal bullet for whitetails,

as well as most North American
game animals. The SST® creates a
devastatingly large

wound channel.

TIPPING POINT, is available in

the following calibers:

Bullet
Wagt.
243 Winchester 95 qr.
6.5mm Creedmoor | 140 gr.
270 Winchester 150 gr.
/mm-08 Remingfon | 162 gr.
.308 Winchester 165 gr.
.30-06 Springfield 165 gr.

Caliber

CALIBER
223 Wylde /.223 Rem/ 3.96 NATO

Q
u

RECOIL MAGAZINE

2023 BEST FIREARM OF SHOTSHOW!”
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(Benjamin product code P50A507). |

purchased them from an outdoor store
in College Station, Texas. | hired Accu-
rate Airguns (accurateairguns.com) to
refurbish my Blue Streak. It came back
shooting hard and tight, and it now
provides great service. | refinished

the stock with a rubbed oil-treated,
straight-grain, walnut stock. I've had
my Blue Streak for 54-plus years.
There's no telling how many thousands
of pellets have gone through it.

Brad Hunter

Bryan, Texas

SPINNING BULLETS

Mr. Schmidt's comments regarding
Lehigh Bullets (August 2024), this is

a gentle reminder that there is no
"Dremel effect” of bullets going
through flesh — no matter how fast
they are going. You can do a bit of
moderately involved math, but the sim-
ple answer is if the bullet is only rotat-
ing 1 turn in 10 inches in the pistol bar-
rel, it can only turn once in 10 inches

of flesh. Tissue damage is related to
linear velocity, not the bullet’s rotational
velocity (i.e., "spin rate”).

Jack Thorne

Email

These bullets are spinning at many
tens to hundreds of thousands of
rom depending on the twist rate

and muzzle velocity. A pistol bullet
rotates probably 20 to 40 times while
penetrating, depending on variables.
The spin causes the bullet to expand,
faster or slower depending on the
rate of spin. The linear spin, coupled
with the amount the bullet expands
and how fast it expands, determines
the temporary wound cavity diameter.

— D. Emary

RUGER’S 10/22

The article, “Sturm, Ruger & Co.” by
Brad Fitzpatrick in the September 2024
issue of Guns & Ammo left the 1964
introduction of the 10/22 out of the
"Ruger Introductions” list. I'll forgive
the oversight considering this is my all-
time favorite publication — this time.
James Smith

Spokane, Washington [




Trusted in the line of duty - Trusted in your
home. Built beyond tough for professional
use and for the the moments of no second

chances. Don't settle for anything less.

= E ]
() Performance from Trust™ Almplnr@.
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IN THE WORST CONDITIONS,
IT'S AT ITS BEST.

The Trijicon MRO® HD optic

was built with a rugged design

to survive in the roughest
environments. We made it that

way because that’s what the teams

on the ground count on. Plus, with

a refined 2.0 MOA center dot and

68 MOA segmented circle reticle, the
MRO HD puts you on target fast—even
from non-standard shooting positions.

on

Brilliant Aiming Solutions™

Upgrade your optic at
Trijicon.com/MROHD




EDITORIAL

There was once a magagzine for every pistol.

MYSTERY SOLVED

| WON A BOX of magazines at an estate auction, but
not the type you read. After losing the chance to own a

Mauser C96 (Model 1930) — and several desirables on

my want

ist — | felt desperate while thinking that | might

leave with nothing. With the old Colts, Winchesters and

other surplus firearms

sold to the deep-pocket
dealers in attendance, the
crowd began to abandon
the floor. The auctioneer

quickly chopped the block

through several small lots,
so | raised my number to
own a mystery box labeled
"parts” for little money.
That cardboard box moved
from storage at that estate
only to be stored at mine.

Recently, | came across
that box while attempting
to reduce clutter in my

lite. Stil

overlapped corners and a

unopened, four

strip of packing tape kept
the contents secure. Inside
was a collection of spare
magazines for pistols, some
showing signs of corrosion.
Few were easy to identify.

For several weeks | spent my downtime randomly pick-

iIng a magazine and then researching the gun library to

identify it.

| had guessed that a magazine looking like an elon-

gated steel mag for a Model
clone in an odd caliber, perha
or Spanish pistol | was unfami

911 was designed to feed a

os a Belgian, Czech, Italian
lar with. It had a stubby

lanyard ring on its baseplate, a clue suggesting the pistol

was designed for military issue. Eventually, | learned that
it went to a Soviet Tokarev TT-33 in 7.62x25mm. Two of
those magazines were in the box.

There were M1911 magazines, mostly steel, blued,

seven-rounders, but also a few stainless eight-rounders,

some marked “"COLT" and many made by Kimber. Among

the 1911 magazines were Officer-model types, and some
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ERIC R. POOLE
(0] @GUNSANDAMMOMAG

aftermarket 7- and 8-round mags with “J&J" plastic bum-
pers screwed to the baseplate. The 9mm magazines were
easy to distinguish given the rib pressed vertically to align
the bullet noses.

Several magazines were blued with hardened feed lips,
others phosphate finished,
suggesting pistols that
could have been issued
during one of the 20th
century's wars. One of the
most interesting maga-

zines was marked “COLT
ACE,"and another with a
Randall baseplate defaced
by a threaded hole to
support a screw-on bumper.
| don't often see original
Randall magazines any-
more: a few online sales of
Randall mags have brought
as much as $75 apiece. Not
this one.

| came across a few
Bersa pocket pistol mags
still in the packaging, .25
caliber, magazines for a
Beretta M1934, various
early Brownings autos, and
some vintage rimfire mag-
azines for different Colt Woodsman series, High Standard
Supermatics, and early Ruger rimfires. The magazines that
stumped me the longest, though, were for the Whitney
Wolverine, the space-age-looking, investment-cast alumi-
num rimfire pistol. Some 13,371 Wolverines were manufac-
tured between 1956 and 1958. Not only did | discover an
anodized blue version, | found another that was nickeled.

Eventually, my thoughts turned back to the auction. |
recalled seeing a Whitney Wolverine sell for $1,900 (plus
fees) and thinking, That's too much money for a pistol with-
out a magazine. | went back to the auction list and realized
that the "parts” | had purchased was a box of spare
magazines intended for all the pistols that were auctioned.
It was fun to sort through, but | am now faced with hunting
for several pistols | never intended to own. [

PHOTO: MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ
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GUN ROOM

“... while the guns are rare, they
are so large that collectors often
have a tendency to pass them by.”

IDENTIFICATION
& VALUES
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JAPANESE “TOWER” FLINTLOCK REPRODUCTION, 60%: $150

REPRO TOWER PISTOL

Q: | purchased a Tower flintlock pistol in the early 1970s.
It is about .69 caliber, and it has been fired without any
issues, also in the early "70s. | have attached photographs
of it, which show that the barrel is both round and then
appears to transition to be the shape of the upper portion
of a hexagon, but there are no markings shown. It has

“JAPAN M 309" markings and "TOWER"” with a crown and

“GR" under it. | have seen numerous similar versions, but

cially enjoy the section on
“ldentification & Values.”
Several months ago, | sent
a letter with pictures to the
address in the magazine
hoping it would make its
way to you. | am writing to
see if you received it, and,
if so, if you had time to
research it. It is a massive
rifle, weighing 18 pounds
with a length of 55 inches,
and a 2cm bore: | believe
that translates to .85 cali-
ber. It has an action similar
to an 1873 Springfield, and
the pictures | sent have it
alongside a specimen of

GARRY JAMES

GARRY.JAMES@
OUTDOORSG.COM

that rifle for comparison.

What do | have?
Chris Webb

Email

A: You have an Austrian

WallGewehr Model 1872
(Wallrifle Model 18/72), the
date of which is shown on
the lockplate as “872",

the usual Austrian method
of dating firearms. These
were 56 inches overall with

a 36.22-inch barrel. Caliber
was 18.8mm (.74). The gun
weighed 8,230 grams (18.14

pounds). It was derived

from the earlier Model 1859

AUCTION BLOCK

A spectacular Griffin & Howe in .308 Winchester — based on a
Kurz Mauser action — realized a comlfortable $7,500 at a June

3, 2024, Sportsman’s Legacy sale. The elegant rifle began lile
chambered in .250-3000 Savage, but the 24-inch Poldi Anti-Corro
barrel was rechambered to the larger caliber. Features include a
banded front sight with matted ramp; banded sling-swivel stud;

all have only a round barrel. | am hoping you can provide

me with a little more about it and an estimation of its value.

B. N.

Email

A: These Japanese-made
“Tower” flintlocks, which
somewhat emulate a British
1811 Pattern cavalry pistol,
as you note, were imported

into the U.S. in the 1970s

to ‘80s. Quality was OK,
though the lines are a bit off
and fit and finish usually left
something to be desired. As
| recollect, they sold for less
than a C-note back then.
Yours is interesting in that it
does have an atypical barrel,

and the barrel is blued. Still,

| can’t see that adding much
to the gun’s value. In fact,
the purist would probably
disdain it as it is not at all
like the 1811's plain, round
barrel. Value on these guns
is rather low, running in the

$150 to $200 range.

MASSIVE
BREECHLOADER

Q: | am a subscriber to
Guns & Ammo, and espe-

integral quarter rib featuring matted; two folding leaves marked
“50 YDS” and “200 YDS”, each with sighting lines; jeweled bolt
body, extractor, and follower; checkered bolt knob; two-position
satety; Lyman aperture sight, absent riser; Talley mounts; checkered
trigger face and a tuned trigger. The stock is cralted from a blank
with bold, full-length figure. Formalities include a horn forend tip;
24 lines-per-inch wrap checkering with partial Mullered borders;
pancake cheek rest with scalloped, shadow line; steel grip cap and
a toe-line stud. Metal finish is
approximately 65 percent overall
with sharp markings and tarnish
over the grip cap. Wood is
approximately 70 percent.

For more information about
this and future sales, visit Sports-
man’s Legacy at sportsmansleg-
acy.com.
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that employed a pill lock.
The sight was graduated in
Schritten, a “schritt” being
a measurement based on
a "step,” approximately 28
inches. The Russians used
a similar measurement, the
“arshin.” According to my
friend Tim Prince of Col-
lege Hill Arsenal (college-
hillarsenal.com, 615-9/2-
2418), who helped me with
this investigation, while the
guns are rare, they are so
large that collectors have a

tendency to pass them by.
Your Model 18/2 is worth
between $3,000 and $5,000.

AUSTRALIAN
MARTINI

Q: This is the first rifle |
bought on my own. It is

a 1928 (presumed) BSA
Martini, an Australian
military-issue rifle, cham-
bered in .32 Winchester
Special. The barrel is in
great condition, and | have
fired multiple handloads

HOLLYWOOD HARDWARE

through it. The barrel is
blued, along with some of
the hardware, i.e., irons
and sling attachments. It
has multiple markings on
the stock and receiver: the
kangaroo makers mark is
somewhat faded, but it is
not unrecognizable. “BIR-
MINGHAM SMALL ARMS
CO" is stamped in the left
side receiver and atop the
barrel. The top rear of the
receiver is pitted and worn
down, and the forearm
has been dinged up quite
a bit. | would just like to
know more about this rifle
in general, and the possible
value of this piece.

S. A

Email

A: You have an Australian
Cadet Rifle. In service with
the Aussies from 1891 to
1955, thousands of these
guns were imported into
the United States in the late
1950s to early 1960s. The

“THE WILD BUNCH” BROWNING MODEL 1917A1

Though perhaps a bit out of period for use in the early days of the
Mexican Revolution, this Browning Model 1917A1 water-cooled
machine gun still made its mark in one of cinema’s most iconic
shootouts, the one that occurred in the finale of director Sam
Pekinpah’s “The Wild Bunch” (1969). The gun was first a “gift to
the general,” “Mapache” played by Emilio Fernandez. It ended up
being used by several other principals, including William Holden
as “Pike Bishop” and Warren Oates as “Lyle Gorch,” in their final
moments fighting against “Mapache” and his soldiers. This piece,
caliber .30-06, was manulactured by Rock Island Arsenal. It still
retains some of the fake blood that splattered across the ammo box
during the [renetic battle. It was an awesome gun [or an awesome
film. (Courtesy of the National Firearms Museum, Fairfax, Virginia,
and Michael Papac of Cinema Weaponry L.L.C.)

PISTOLET MODELE AN IX, 171MM (.67), <20%: $125

gun’s original caliber was
.310 Cadet, but many were
rechambered for a variety
of sporting rounds. The pro-
portion of extant rifles indi-
cate .32-20 Winchester was
the most popular change-
over, though it wasn't
particularly accurate as the
diameter of a .310-caliber

bullet was “.323" and that
of a.32-20 was “.312." The
guns were built on the
Francotte-Martini action.
The gun’s British makers
were Birmingham Small
Arms Company and W. W.
Greener. Many will be found
with Australian-state mark-
ings and other stampings,
some indicating emergency
use during World War Il. |
can remember seeing these
guns jammed together in
barrels and sold at sporting
goods and surplus stores
for less than $50 a pop.
Today, a decent one will
bring $750 to $900, some-
times a bit more depending
upon condition, caliber and
markings.

CHOPPED
FRENCH FLINTER

Q: Arelative of mine was
given this old flintlock. It
has French writing on the
lockplate. The caliber seems
to be about .65, but | have
no idea what it is. All parts
move, but rather stiffly. Any

iIdea what we have here?
E. G.
Clifton, New Jersey

A: From your photos, [ would
opine you have the remnants
of a French An IX (Year 9)
cavalry pistol manufactured
at Chatellerault. These were
produced in large numbers
during the Napoleonic Wars.
Caliber was 1/.1mm (.6/).
Normally, this piece would
have a brass forend cap, but
for some reason one of its
owners figured it would be
handier (or more aestheti-
cally pleasing) if the cap and
the front of the barrel were
cut off. In its present shape,
it has little value. Whatever
worth it maintains would

be as a source for parts. ['d

say $100 to $150 would be
plenty for it.

EASTERN
TRADE PISTOL

Q: | was wondering if you
could give me some help on
the history and value of a
flintlock blackpowder pistol.
| received it in a family
estate a few years ago, and
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have not been successful

in finding much accurate
information about it. It does
have some silver work and
decoration, but there are no
markings regarding caliber
or manufacturer. A family
member said it was valu-
able, but that was based

on word of mouth and no
research. Just curious.

G. W.

Email

A: You have what is loosely
termed an “Eastern Trade
Pistol.” These guns fall

into different categories.
The best ones were made
in Europe — ltaly being a
favorite spot — to be sold
to discriminating buyers in
the Middle East and Balkans.
Styling and embellishments
catered to the design
sensibilities and pocket-

book of the recipients.

Gold and silver decoration
was common. Others were
actually made in-country and
have many of the features
seen on Western guns,
though, generally, quality
was not quite as good. The
third types were turned out
locally, strictly for the tourist
market, and normally are

not of stellar quality. From
what | can make out from
your photo, | would opine
you have a nice, 18th-century
European-made flintlock
pistol with silver work, classic
spurred buttcap and early-
style curved lockplate. Value
is in the $500 to $600 range,
assuming condition is decent
and it functions properly.

.30-CALIBER LUGER

Q: | have a Luger. It is .30
caliber and has dark grips.

People have told me it's
special. What can you tell
me about it?

A. H.

Email

A: Unfortunately, your
photos are a bit murky, but
Ill see what | can pull out of
them: The "DWM"” toggle-
markings indicate the gun
was made by “Deutsche
Waffen und Munitionsfab-
riken.” As it's in 7.65mm
(.30), it is relatively plain,
has what appears to be a
4-inch barrel and a 6XXX
serial number. It is slotted
for a shoulder stock, so I'm
inclined to think you have

a Model 1920 rework made
from an earlier military or
police gun, and then reis-
sued. These are very com-
mon versions of the .30s.

The grips on your gun look

like they have been either
heavily used or replaced,
plus the finish seems to be

a bit on the cloudy side,
though I’'m going to assume
the finish and grips are prob-
ably OK. Its value would run

between $850 and $1,250.

MORE ON UNIVERSAL
M1 CARBINE

Q: | have been a Guns &
Ammo reader for some
time, and | especially like
the “Gun Room” column. A
number years ago, | started
to put a collection of World
War Il guns together. |

now have a Universal M1
Carbine, a Smith Corona

M1903A3 dated “1943",
and a CMP M1 Garand.
The M1 Carbine, with
serial number 23XXX, was
purchased in 2014. In the
Q&A, “Universal M1 Car-

BDerkaci

Available in the following cartridges:

BERGER ELITE HUNTER AMMO

omm Creedmoor | 6.5 PRC
6.5 Creedmoor | 300 PRC
338 Lapua Mag

Whether on the firing line or in the field, Berger
Ammunition offers unprecedented performance in
today’s most popular calibers. With results that rival
precision handloads, our nation’s elite operators,
competitive shooters, and hunters trust Berger to
Shoot Better.

BERGERBULLETS.COM #ShootBetter



bine Serial Number” (July
2024), you asked if anyone
had a listing of the serial
numbers. In researching
information about the Uni-
versal M1 Carbines, | found
some material, which | have
attached. By the way, my
M1 Carbine was purchased

for around $450 in 2014.
D. B.

Email

A: Thank you very much

for the added informa-
tion! From what you sent, |
gleaned the following: The
first generation of Universal
M1 Carbines were mostly
assembled, apparently,
with some surplus Gl parts.
Serial numbers ran between
0 and 104,000: second
generations were from
serial number 176,000 and
187,000; third generations

were mixed, in between
serial numbers 176,000 and
187,000, continuing until
production ceased. The last
serial number is unknown.
Hopefully, this additional
information will be of some
value to readers.

SPRINGFIELD
“MUZZLELOADER?”

Q: Attached photos show a
Model 1873 muzzleloader
that belonged to my son’s
father-in-law, who recently
passed away. There was a
note in the stock, though,
that indicated 12 inches
had been sawed off the
end of the barrel. We found
some history of the rifle on
the web, but | wondered if
it had any value, especially
given the cut-down barrel.

J« P,

Saint Leon, Indiana
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY MODEL 1873 “TRAPDOOR,” .45-70 GOV'T, 40%: $650

A: Your rifle is not a muz-

zleloader, but a Model
1873 Springfield “Trap-
door” breechloader. The
barrel’s chambering is
45-70 Government. From
what | can see, it doesn't
appear the rifle has been

cut down at all. The stock,
however, has been heavily
cleaned, and the metal
doesn’t seem to retain
much original finish. Some
/3,000 Model 1873 in
Rifle, Cadet and Carbine
versions were manufac-
tured between 18/3 and
1877. These guns, perhaps
with the exception of the
Carbine and Cadet, have
not been appreciating in
value of late. The condi-
tion of your piece is going
against it. Assuming the
bore’s decent and the
mechanism functions OK,

I'd value it between $600
and $700. =
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Based on Springfield Armory’s Professional Model™ 1911 chosen by the FBI’s Hostage
Rescue Team, the TRP™ family of pistols was created to deliver a premium, hard-use
1911 platform. Available in 6 new models, the forged slides and frames are hand
selected for fit and finish and feature upgrades typically reserved for custom 1917’s.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM



HANDGUNNING

The term “compact” doesn’t mean what it used to.

MICROS & SUBS

RUSH LIMBAUGH LIKED TO SAY, “Words mean things.”

As a writer who deals with words every day, this quote
really resonates with me. One of my biggest pet peeves is
people who continually use words the wrong way.
"Decimate,” for example, doesn’t mean “obliterate.”
Historically, it means “to

=

reduce by one-tenth.” Cops
often call private citizens “civil-
lans,” as if they are not civil-
lans themselves. Unless that
cop is also in the military, they
are a civilian. Lastly, it's not “I
could care less.” You meant to
say, | couldn’t care less.”

As for the great murky
swamp that is the modern
firearms lexicon, firearm, optic
and ammunition manufac-
turers’ often design stylized
words or ALL-CAPS names and
acronyms to establish trade-
marks and market products.
Some acronyms reportedly
have no clear definition. Let's examine the handgun terms
“sub-compact” and “micro-compact,” or “micro.”

There are compact pistols on the market larger than
full-size models of other manufacturers. There are sub-
compacts bigger than so-called “"compacts,” and micro-
compacts bigger than “sub-compacts.” It appears that a
micro or a sub-compact pistol is whatever the manufac-
turer says it is. I'm a writer who loves the flexibility of the
English language, but this makes my brain melt.

| can come up with some more-or-less objective speci-
fications for what | think qualifies a pistol as a “compact,”
“sub-compact,” or “micro-compact.” Some consider me
knowledgeable in the field, but most of it is just my subjec-
tive opinion. | mix the subjective with the objective all the
time, so allow me to start an argument.

MICRO-COMPACT

The word “micro” means “especially small.” It was
originally used in conjunction with “microscopic.” A
micro-compact handgun should not be too big to fit into
a pocket, and that's a hill I'm willing to die on. Micros, by

The Bond Arms Stinger is about as small as you can go with
a self-defense derringer. Available in .380 ACP, 9mm, and .38
Special, it weighs 12 ounces and measures 5 inches. $389
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JAMES TARR

definition, should be the smallest pistols on the market. In
this category | would put all of the miniature single-action
revolvers from North American Arms (horthamericanarms.
com), tiny semiautos such as the Beretta Bobcat, and some
derringers — but not all derringers. Gordon Bond of Bond
Arms (bondarms.com) must be
having a laugh at our expense
while chambering some der-
ringers in calibers such as .44

Magnum .45-70, and .50 AE.

Here | come to another

dilemma: Does “"micro-
compact” solely refer to the
dimensions of a pistol? Or
should the pistol’s weight be a
factor? How about its caliber?
The new Bond Arms Cyclops
derringer is available in .50
AE and weighs 28 ounces. As
a general rule, micros should
be small enough to hold and/
or conceal in the palm of your
hand. They should certainly fit
into a pocket, which are meant to accommodate hands,
after all. “Micro” should mean something.

What exactly are the dimensions for a person’s “palm?”
What are a pocket’s dimensions? There’s a difference
between the pockets of a pair of skinny jeans and the
baggy pockets of cargo shorts. Any pistol much longer
than 5 inches overall, or 4 inches tall — which are the
average dimensions of a man’s palm — seems too large to
be considered a “micro.” Overall length is more import-
ant than barrel length, but to my mind a micro-compact
shouldn’t have a barrel measuring more than 3 inches.

Weight should be a factor, as well. How heavy is too
heavy? A micro pistol that can disappear into a pocket
shouldn’t be so heavy that it pulls your pants off the hip.
| think the unloaded weight of no more than 1 pound, or
16 ounces, should take care of it. (That's 3.7 kilometers for
those of you in the UK\)

A micro should be chambered in a caliber suitable
for a micro-pistol. | would suggest this means some-
thing smaller or less powerful than 9mm. The .380 ACP
qualifies, of course, but so does .22 LR, .22 Win. Mag.,

PHOTOS: MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ
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“KDS9c¢” is short for “Kimber
Double-Stack 9mm compact.”
However, it’'s not a compact
version of an existing model.
Without the Holosun sight, it

weighs 25.3 ounces and is 7.75
inches in length. $1,495

size handgun. Confusing this logic, some compact pistols
arrived before the existance of a full-size model. Consider
the Kimber KDS9c. “KDS9c"” stands for “Kimber Double-
Stack 9mm compact. | liked the gun, but the KDS9c was the
first of its breed, and Kimber has yet to introduce a full-size
version.

s a pistol a compact, as in a noun? Or is it simply “com-
pact,” as in the adjective? The Oxford English Dictionary
defines “compact” as “something that is a small and
conveniently shaped example of its kind.” You can under-
stand why | want to pull my hair outl Whether or not it is a
smaller version of an existing model, to my mind, if you're
calling a pistol “compact,” it should be small enough to
conceal with the right choice of cover garment. Yet, the
professionals’ standard carry pistol during the 1980s was
often the Colt Lightweight Commander. It is technically a

25 ACP, .32 ACP, and a few other
oddballs. An example would be the
proprietary bottlenecked .25 NAA
and .32 NAA. North American Arms
took a .32 ACP and necked it down
to .25. For the .32 NAA, they took a
.380 ACP and necked it down to .32.
Beretta introduced the 9mm Nano

in 2011, and the .380 Pico in 2013,

both discontinued. | predict manu-

facturers will soon introduce “nano- and pocket carry.

compacts.” The guns won't be any

Discontinued, the 11Y4-
ounce Beretta Pico .380
offered a thin, snag-free
profile for concealment

lightweight compact, but it's
larger and heavier than many
modern full-size pistols.

It the P365 and Hellcat are
the standards for comparing
modern sub-compacts — you
know where I'm going next
— the carry gun that all were

judged against since 1988
was the G19. It remains the
quintessential “compact.” It is
a smaller version of the full-
size G17/. Glock cut the barrel

smaller than a micro, but they'll sound
smaller and cooler. Bet me!

SUB-COMPACTS

Even the vague specifications | listed to define “micro-
compacts” fail to categorize every small handgun. If a

gun is just a bit too large or heavy to be classified as a
micro-compact — but the manufacturer insists on calling

it one — | think we can all agree that it is probably better
described as a “sub-compact.” The original SIG Sauer
P365 9mm met the definition of a sub-compact perfectly:
5.8-inches long, 4.2-inches tall with a flush magazine in
place, less than an inch thick, and weighing 19 ounces
empty. The popular SIG Sauer P365 seemed to be a good
standard to describe a sub-compact pistol. Does the
current versions of the P365 still quality as a sub-compact?
What if you attach a light and optic? A SIG Sauer RomeoZ-
ero adds 9 ounces and .93 inch in height. A Foxtrot1X
adds 1.8 oz and 1.3 inches in height. The answer is no.

COMPACTS

A sub-compact could be a smaller version of an exist-
ing compact gun, a G26 to a G19, for example, but that
provides little objective data. It seems nobody can agree
on what “compact” means. Technically, a compact pistol
should have a specitic definition. Objective sizing aside, it
s supposed to be the compact version of an existing full-

to 4 inches from 4.4 inches,

and about half-an-inch of the grip length was removed to
reduce capacity to 15 from 17 rounds. While not small, or
especially lightweight, it is definitely concealable with a
quality holster and the right choice of covering garment. In
2024, it is the size and weight of some new full-size pistols.

Since it is almost impossible to come up with a clear set
of specifications for what constitutes micro versus sub- and
compact pistols, perhaps we should start employing termi-
nology that's based on use rather than specific dimensions.
| propose, for your consideration: “Duty,” “Carry,” and
"Pocket.”

Duty-sized pistol would be too large and/or heavy for
any type of realistic carry other than in a holster worn on
a belt outside of clothing or in an off-body rig. A carry
gun would be sized for just that — concealed carry; carry
guns should be sized and weighted to be concealable with
the right holster and cover garment. Various guns fit into
this category, but that's fine. Lastly, a pocket gun, i.e., a
“micro,” would — stick with me here — be small enough
to fit in a standard-size pocket.

It used to be a giant guy would be given the name
“Tiny,” as a joke. Unfortunately, some gun companies
are doing it with straight faces. Maybe my chosen terms
aren't perfect, but it seems like we need to come up with
a better naming convention than the arbitrary mess of
contradictory labels we've got now. [
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LNEIMOCEAMIICM A discreet holster for carring pistols with lights.

Crucial Concealment’s Universal Light Hol-
ster is a multi-fit inside-the-waistband (IWB)
solution designed to accommodate pistols
with popular lights mounted to the rail.

The Kydex holsters are molded with light-
specific pockets for the Streamlight TLR-1,
TLR-7, or SureFire X300U. A movable
retention shim engages the pistol’s slide to
seat the gun and light firmly in the pocket.
Featuring a belt clip and concealment strut,

the holster can be configured for right- or
left-handed users. $70

CRUCIAL CONCEALMENT
UNIVERSAL LIGHT HOLSTER

“UNIVERSAL" used to be a dirty word in the holster mar- ers. The latest holster from Crucial Concealment (crucial-
ket. Its bad reputation resulted from soft, flexible pouches | concealment.com) offers a new approach for securing

that technically fit a variety of firearms, but offered little pistols with pistol-mounted lights, including the popular
retention or trigger protection. Creative solutions, includ- Streamlight TLR-1, TLR-7, and SureFire X300U.
ing shims and moveable spacers herald a new generation Multi-fit holsters for light-bearing pistols are not new.

of multi-fit holsters that meet the needs of serious shoot- There have been some good recent Kydex offerings.
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However, most light-ready holsters have been designed
around the SureFire X300 series. Why? The dimensions
and defined edges of the X300 offered holster makers
plenty of real estate and retention points to mold a holster
around. By contrast, compact, low-profile lights — such as
the TLR-7 — offer few points for a molded holster to hold
on to. The challenge shared by legacy offerings was size.
A tull-size holster designed around a full-size light is more
difficult to conceal

toward the gun until it contacts the top of the pistol’s slide.
Tighten the retention screws and check firearm fitment

to ensure there is no wiggle or rock; the pistol should not
move within the holster.

Further holster adjustment is also available. A retention
screw beneath the concealment strut is used to tune how
tightly the holster grips the light. Ride height and cant
can be refined to the user’s preference by adjusting the

and less comfortable
to carry, especially
inside the waistband
(IWB).

The Universal
Light Holster from
Crucial Concealment
evolves the category
through the use of a
moveable retention
shim that ensures a

secure, customized
fit for a variety of
pistols. The hol-

ster’s single sheet

of .093-inch-thick
Kydex is folded and
molded to form a
light-specific pocket,
supporting Stream-
light's TLR-1 and
TLR-7, as well as the

SureFire X300U. So
long as the appro-

priate light is used,

belt-clip position
within its parallel
mounting channels.
Finally, the holster
can accommodate
left-handed shooters
by simply swapping
the belt clip to the
holster’s backside
and flipping over the
concealment strut.

30-DAY CARRY

For the field review,
| opted to test a
TLR-7 model of

the Universal Light
Holster with a Rost

Martin RM1C pistol.

| was quickly able to

fit the gun securely
and tune the draw to
my preference. | like
to be able to hold a
holster upside down

without the gun

a single Universal
Light Holster will
accommodate a
range of single- and
double-stack 9mm and .40 S&W semiautomatics.

Crucial Concealment also lives up to its name by prior-
itizing concealed-carry considerations. The inclusion of a
TLR-7 model acknowledges that most shooters prefer to
pair compact guns with compact lights. As well, the holster
is trim and contoured, and includes IWB-centric features
such as an inverted wedge belt clip and added conceal-
ment strut — the "kickstand,” in company lingo — both
helping to stabilize the holster and keep it close to the
body, especially when worn in the appendix inside-the-
waistband (AIWB) position. The holster was relieved above
the slide to accommodate pistol-mounted optics, as well.

Fitting the holster to a light-equipped pistol is quick
and simple. First, ensure the firearm is unloaded and the
appropriate light is affixed to the rail. Prep the holster
by loosening the two retention shim screws, and ensure
they slide freely within the adjustment channels. Then,
insert the firearm into the holster. Move the retention shim

Far removed from the older, loose-fit “universal” holsters, Crucial Concealment uses
a moveable, internal retention shim to create a secure hold. The “Kickstand” strut
(above, lower left) pushes against the belt to keep the pistol close to the body.

falling free, but | still
want a fast, smooth
draw. With just

two or three micro
adjustments, | achieved a Goldilocks fit.

As soon as the gun was fitted, | was off to the range.
Thanks to its trim design, the holster felt like many other
single-clip AIWB holsters I've worn. | really didn’t have to
fuss with or get used to the Crucial Concealment rig. | put
it on at the 12:30 appendix position, and then forgot it
was there. No, it's not going to get a perfect comfort score
from me — Kydex is still Kydex — but the Universal Light
Holster was absolutely unobtrusive. That, alone, is a big
improvement versus previous IWB light holsters tested.

The holster was very fast for me, which makes sense
since it reflects my typical everyday carry (EDC) setup, with
the addition of a pistol-mounted light. My draw time was
around 1 second, and my five-draw average included two
sub-1-second runs. The only limiting factor was me, the
user — not the gear.

After the 30-day stretch, | wanted to confirm the
holster’s firearm adjustability. | changed out the compact
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VSRS Kydex (shell), steel (hardware)

[

CRUCIAL CONCEALMENT UNIVERSAL LIGHT HOLSTER

VA BIRIZ N [nside the waistband (IWB) or Appendix IWB

NIV E Level 1, friction fit

AABRINERVAN I [RRR'E Retention, cant, ride height, right- or left-hand draw

MSRP BYA¢

SANRIESINRSN Multi-fit, semiauto pistols; Rost Martin RM1C (tested)

yelel = 0y @ 7 [ elele )Y ]\ [e]p VN R [e] 'l Streamlight TLR-1, Streamlight TLR-7 (tested), SureFire X300U

Hol Nl [ol ERIoNe .\ 12 o'clock, 4 to 8 o'clock (right or left hand)

AVERAGE TIME TO ATTACH [i0RT=lelelgleS

COMFORT RATING EE

CONCEALMENT CLOTHING mRESals:

AUV N A\YA o R M=l I\ |- 1.07 seconds

WIS X U8I N8 Crucial Concealment, crucialconcealment.com

Draw-to-fire time is the average of five clean draws producing an A-zone hit on a stationary target positioned at 21 feet.

double-stack RM1C for a single-stack Springfield Armory
1911 Operator. Following the directions, | again achieved
a glove-like fit.

In design, the Universal Light Holster could be an ideal
one-stop-shop for gun-curious concealed carriers who are
still fine-tuning their EDC. Gun shops and dealers, too,
may find this an irresistible option. Rather than stocking
so many guns, lights, and an array of combination-specific
holsters, folks behind the counter can simply point custom-
ers to one of three proven and popular light options, and

a single holster that can
adapt as pistol preferences
change. At $70, it offers
compelling value.

The Universal Light
Holster from Crucial Con-
cealment is the real deal. |
expect it to be a mainstay
of my personal EDC kit. [
— J. Kurtenbach

2.281In.

)

B.75 In.

BRAND NEW AND TUNED FOR YOU
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Regulator, Hammer Spring, Trigger
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

Heat Shield® Tip

EXTREMELY LOW DRAG EXPANDING
BULEE PSS PR E AT SHIELD® KR

Match Accurate All-Range Hunting Bullet

AMP® Jacket
Simply stated, the ballistically advanced ELD-X® bullet
is built to punch tags, not just paper. It starts with the
Heat Shield® tip, designed to resist the aerodynamic
heating that deforms conventional polymer tips. Add in its
secant ogive profile, AMP® jacket and optimized boattail, InterLock® Ring

and you've got a bullet engineered to penetrate deep,

expand reliably and fly true at all practical ranges.

Available as component bullets or in factory-loaded

Precision Hunter® ammunition. : :
Optimum Boattail

Scan to learn
more about

I FREE DOWNLOAD D
Hornady Ballistic App with 4DOF*
? ELD-X® Bullets
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF AMERICA'S FAVORITE HUNTING RIFLE

The Ruger Americane Rifle Generation Il is an update to the American-made ritle that has been the benchmark for accuracy, durability,
and performance in bolt-action rifles for over a decade. Designed with customer feedback in mind, the Ruger American Rifle Generation ||
S available In a variety of calibers and is sure to become the first choice for hunters and firearms enthusiasts.

@RUGER

f @ The acquisition, ownership, possession and use of firearms are heavily regulated,
- Some models may not be legally available in your state or locale. Whatever your purpose
D - for lawfully acquiring a firearm - know the law, get trained and shoot safely.
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The Lyman Borecam 2.0 is a wireless unit that sends live
images through Wi-Fi-connected devices through the
Lyman Borecam 2.0 app, which is available for download
on Apple’s App Store and Google Play for Android.

The Borecam 2.0 enables you to inspect the barrel of a
firearm for condition, erosion, or fouling. Video and pic-
tures can be saved, which are produced at a 1920x1080
HD image quality. The Borecam 2.0 includes a

26-inch rod and five interchangeable angled mir-

rors to inspect .22-caliber and larger barrels.

The light control allows users to adjust

brightness for optimal clarity. The
Borecam 2.0 is rechargeable
using a USB-C power cord,

which is supplied. $200

AN INSIDE LOOK

THE ONLY CLUES most shooters have about the condi-
tion of a barrel’s bore are learned from increasingly fre-
quent malfunctions or from a cleaning patch run through
the barrel. While examining a patch can reveal whether
a barrel is clean or dirty, it can't warn of throat erosion
and wear at various points along the barrel. For builders
installing a barrel to an action, tool marks and scars to
the rifling of a new barrel don't have to be a mystery.
The Lyman Borecam 2.0 takes the viewer inside the bar-
rel of most pistols, rifles, and shotguns providing a status

check with 1920x1080 high-definition (HD) resolution.

In addition to verifying overall cleanliness, the informa-

tion obtained could alert you to unusual copper or lead
fouling, which could then be removed. Perhaps there is a

pending problem, or an explanation of performance.

Controls are simple and intuitive
with buttons for power, brightness
of the light and camera operation.

The internal battery is

rechargeable using a
USB-C cable.
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The Borecam 2.0 streams instantaneously to a mobile device through
a Wi-Fi network. Like taking photos with a camera app, a blue but-
ton appears that allows photos to be taken during video recording.

Rather than appraise the life span of a barrel based on a
number of rounds fired through it, the Borecam 2.0 can be
used to provide specific information for a more informed
decision concerning whether a barrel should be replaced.

The unit is simple to use, with only three buttons: One
to power the unit on or off, another to brighten or dim
the light, and a third to snap a photo or record video.
After downloading the Lyman Borecam 2.0 app from the
App Store or Google Play, you can view and store images
and video through the screen of a smartphone or tablet.

Five sizes of mirrors allow the Borecam 2.0 to adapt for use with
different caliber barrels. Focal distance can be adjusted by screw-
ing the mirror in or out from the camera’s head, as well.
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Hold down the power
button to turn the unit
on. The button will flash
blue. In your device
settings, select "Bore-
cam 2.0” to connect,
followed by entering
the unit’s six-digit
serial number. When

connected, the power . _
The mirror allows users to inspect
the condition of a barrel’s bore. Red-

dish streaks indicate copper fouling.

button stops flashing
and remains a solid blue.
Remove the rubber cap
from the end of the 26-inch rod and thread on the appro-
oriate mirror size, which is based on the bore’s dimensions.

Mirror sizes include .2 inch (.22 caliber), .24 inch (.243 cal.),
.28 inch (.30 cal.), .34 inch (.38 cal./9mm), and .4 inch (.40
cal./10mm).

Insert the Borecam 2.0 into the barrel and use the
brightness button to choose between one of three set-
tings, or to turn the light off. The 26-inch rod is marked
with even numbers from 2 to 22 inches. If you spot a
concern that warrants further inspection, the rubber stop
at the base of the rod can position the camera at a desig-
nated point. The rubberized grip allows the user to easily
rotate the camera and view 360 degrees inside the bore.

When you see some-
thing worth noting,
a tap of the camera
button takes a photo.
Holding the camera but-
ton down begins video
recording. (You may also
take photos and record

video through the app.)

Photos and video are

Borecam can be used to inspect the
gas port for semiauto rifles. Erosion
at the gas port can affect reliability.

saved to the camera roll
of your smart device

for documentation and
future analysis.

When the power button flashes quickly, it's time to
charge. The power button lights up red when charging,
and the light turns off after the unit is fully charged.

The Lyman Borecam 2.0 is delivered in a cardboard
case, which has a magnetized closure. The case is foam
lined with cutouts to safely store the Borecam 2.0. A
plastic case is provided to contain the various mirror sizes,
USB-C power cord, and instruction manual.

Cleaning patches are for cleaning. If you want to know
what's actually going on inside the barrels of your firearms,
check out the Lyman Borecam 2.0. Visit lymanproducts.
com to order or for more information.
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WHERE COMPACT DESIGN MEETS
UNRIVALED PERFORMANCE

WORK HARD. LEAVE A LEGACY.

COLT VIPER

The Colt Viper is the ultimate carry revolver, boasting a half |
lug design for enhanced concealability and reduced weight. = | B
Crafted with precision from forged stainless steel and |
chambered in 357 Magnum for unparalleled performance. | )
Available in both 3" and 4.25". r
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SMART SCOPES

A RIFLESCOPE’S purpose is classically defined as “magni-
fying the target and surrounding area while also providing
a clearly defined aiming point.” Scopes have advanced
from fixed-power models to variable power, and from
point-of-impact click adjustments required to zero, to fine
and repeatable adjustments done with a quick turn of an
exposed turret. The next leap forward for riflescopes in
this century has been spearheaded by Gunwerks,
a Cody, Wyoming-based company that has been
focused on long-range marksmanship for almost
two decades.

For a long time, rifleshooting required estimat-
ing range and figuring holds to strike targets at
distances for which the shooter was not zeroed.
This is why many hunters still zero at 200 yards
and then don’t worry too much about
target distance when the range is 300
yards or |less. This method is simple and
effective. It persists because it has been
proven to work again and again. The
difficulty arises when targets get small and
when distances increase.

The ftirst breakthrough came when laser rangetind-
ers became affordable. Rangefinders allowed us to
measure the distance to the target with the push
of a button. This meant the only task the rifle-
man had to accomplish to hit the target was to
know the elevation correction to account for that
distance. It sounds simple, but it's a complicated
calculation. Gunwerks' initial solution was to use
ballistic drop compensating (BDC) turrets. BDC
turrets accounted for all of the other variables so
that the shooter only had to dial the target dis-
tance on the turret to achieve a hit. The problem
was the shooter had to know the temperature,
elevation, bullet velocity and ballistic coefficient
(BC) to make an accurate BDC turret. Since
Gunwerks sold the ammunition with its rifles, they
just asked where the shooter intended to hunt and what
time of year. This allowed for precise shooting solutions.

What Gunwerks learned in a decade of teaching people
to shoot with the outlined system was that the fastest and
simplest form of communication during a hunt was when
speaking in terms of yards, not minutes of angle (MOA)
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Revic Radikl RS25b

TOM BECKSTRAND

or milliradians (mils) to correct elevation. This eliminates
the requirement that whoever is ranging the target has to
know the shooter’s ballistic solution in advance, a com-
plicated task when trying to work quickly in the field. The
shooter just has to know the range to the target, so a sim-
ple statement from a friend with a rangefinder, "472 yards”
for example, provides the missing piece of information.
While a BDC turret is a good solution, it is far from
exact. It doesn’t provide quick wind corrections at
the target distance, account for angles, or allow
the shooter to “true” the ranges to a particular
rifle. These are the reasons Gunwerks started
working on a scope that was capable of account-
ing for all of those variables. Gunwerks wanted to
allow the shooter to get the range in yards, dial to
that range, and hit. The concept started to
form in 2011, but the effort didn't get fully
underway until 2013.

Aaron Davidson, owner of Gunwerks, told
me, "We wanted the same exact work-
stream as a BDC turret. It's all about dialing

the range and shooting.”
In order to make this happen, Gunwerks devel-
oped a scope that had all the necessary environ-

mental sensors built-in, along with an inclinome-
ter, compass, ballistic solver, and a micro OLED
display inside the scope to convey all the neces-
sary information. The scope they created was the
first product in the world to have a micro OLED
display, that's how cutting-edge the PMR scope
was at the time. What it allowed the shooter to
do was load a rifle’s profile into the scope and
dial the range on the elevation turret to get a
hit. All calculations occurred in the scope with
no smart-phone apps or supporting devices
required.
The only issue with the first PMR scope
was the weight, which tipped the scales at 48
ounces. No hunter is excited about carrying a 3-pound
scope in the field. The PMR came out at the NRA Annual
Meetings in 2017. Once they saw the reception the PMR
received, Gunwerks began working on the second genera-
tion immediately. The Radikl RS25b riflescope sent to Guns
& Ammo for testing is the result of those efforts.

PHOTOS: MARK FINGAR
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POWER
OBJECTIVE
TUBE DIAMETER

ELEVATION
ADJUSTMENT

The Revic Radikl features a three-turn,
non-raising turret with an impressive 140-
MOA adjustment range.

WINDAGE

RETICLE
LENGTH
WEIGHT
EYE RELIEF
MSRP

The new scope has a different
magnification range, but it weighs 10
ounces less and significantly increases
optical performance. There is an intu-

MANFACTURER

itive way to input wind values directly
into the scope for refined and fast
shooting solutions, all while staying
on the rifle and looking through the scope. While some
will be shy about putting it on a lightweight gun, it is at
home on most hunting rifles due to its many capabilities.

| saw first-hand just how effortless the Radikl RS25b
makes shooting at long distance on a recent South Africa
plains game hunt. While hunting with Davidson, we com-
pared riflescope set-ups and shared our thoughts on each
other's solutions. | used a system |'ve developed through
years of long-range shooting, and it worked well for me.
Each morning, | created a range card that covered dis-
tances from 200 to 800 yards using Hornady's 4DOF solver.
| wrote the card out and carried it in an arm-mounted
sleeve or in my pocket. | created a second card at lunch to
reflect the change in temperature.

“That's dumb,” said Davidson. | chuckled and decided
to watch how he solved his long-range problems. The
ease of his solution didn’t hit home until | borrowed his
rifle and Radikl scope for my last animal. The rifle won't
be announced until 2025, so | can’t describe it here, but |

The ocular housing features sensors to deter-
mine incline, pressure, temperature, cant,
positional rotation, direction and elevation.

REVIC RADIKL RS525B

The RS25b accepts custom, laser-engraved
ballistic data rings. Available from Gunw-
erks, they are easy to install.

4X to 25X

50mm

34mm

.1 mil or .25 MOA

per click

1 mil or .25 MOA
per click

RH-2 MOA, RH-2 Mil

132 I

2 lbs, 6 oz. (tested)

The HUD is not intrusive, taking up around
3.351in. to 3.62 in.

a sixth of the field of view at the top. Ballis-

$3,995 tic data is displayed with environmentals.

Gunwerks,
307-296-7300,

qunwerks.com was surprised how quickly | became

comfortable behind the Radikl scope

and how easy it was to use. It already
had the rifle’s profile installed, and the OLED screen at the
top of the field of view had all the information displayed
in an easily understood format. What caught my attention
the most — besides the image quality the scope provided
— was the real-time wind holds calculated as | adjustead
for the target’s distance. | like to estimate wind speed and
direction at my location, and then look through the scope
to estimate what it's doing downrange. A couple nudges
and taps on the small joystick atop the ocular housing and
the scope calculated holds based on my latest read. No
system is faster while still accounting for all the variables
that impact long-range shooting.

The Revic Radikl RS25b is as high-tech as scopes get.

It proved to be a highly sophisticated riflescope that
shoulders almost all of the difficult technical tasks in
getting to a ballistic solution quickly. The only efforts left
for the shooter are to determine the range, dial the turret,
estimate wind, and pull the trigger. To date, no system is
faster and more accurate. [
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QUIET TIME SureFire SOCOMS56-RC3

The SureFire SOCOM556-RC3 maintains the
accurate and reliable reputation earned by the
RC2 suppressors on the battlefield, but the RC3
was designed with the added task to reduce
backpressure. Finished in black or tan Cerakote,
the Inconel sleeve is laser welded, permanently
shrouding a 3D-printed Inconel baffle stack.
Flow-through technology was made possible by
complex engineering, precision manufacturing,
and supercomputers. $1,799

THE STANDARD

THE SUREFIRE SUPPRESSOR DIVISION was established

in 2002. Applying science to advance suppressor tech-
nology, the first notable achievement was to improve
accuracy potential and repeatability. At the time, U.S.
Special Operations units were the primary customers of
suppressors on carbines, but impact shift when removing
and reattaching a suppressor in a combat environment
forced troops to leave cans on their muzzles or forfeit the
sound-suppression benefits. Suppressors coming loose
and changing the point of impact (POIl) were concerns, as
were the effects of heat during sustained combat. As the
temperature rose, a lick of flame
extending beyond the muzzle
became a target identifier for the
enemy. The Suppressor Division set
out to eliminate these issues with

a Total Signature Reduction (TSR)
plan, which resulted in the Fast-
Attach mounting system and the
SOCOM-556 and -762 series that
earned the trust of the U.S. Special

Operations Command (SOCOM).
SurefFire SOCOM-series suppres-

sors achieved a reputation for sub-1 MOA impact shifts after
reinstallation. This allowed end users to pack their deploy-
ment kits in compact loadouts and attach suppressors when
needed with the confidence that their shots would be effec-
tive against enemy targets. Engineers at SureFire continued
to improve on that success as needs for full-auto, belt-fed-
rated cans that could offer sound-reduction performance

on platforms ranging in caliber between 5.56mm and .50
caliber. Lessons learned from designing and manufacturing
suppressors for the military advanced pistol-caliber ana
commercial products for the division.

- During the War on Terror, the

, U.S. military surveyed the health
risks of its combat veterans, includ-
ing Tier 1 operators who trained in
close-quarter environments such as
shoot houses. Exposure to toxins
during intense training and in com-
bat environments revealed a need
for suppressor designs to address
backpressure. The U.S. Govern-
ment opened its labs for suppres-

sor manufacturers to analyze and

PHOTOS: MARK FINGAR
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SUREFIRE
SOCOM-556RC3

OIS . 223/5.56mm
DIAMETER [REEIH

LENGTH g3}

WEIGHT plle¥NKey4

Inconel (baftles, cap,
VPR HES shroud), aluminum (locking

ring), stainless steel (latch)

SureFire SOCOM Fast-

Attach muzzle devices

SNl Cerakote, black or tan
VR $1,799
SureFire, LLC,

MOUNT

To ensure precise alignment, repeatability, and compatibility with pre-existing muzzle
devices, SureFire engineered the SOCOM556-RC3 to maintain use of the Fast-Attach mount-
ing system. The system features a notch inside the collar to index with the muzzle device.

WG e ie e 800-828-8809,

surefire.com

study flow dynamics and backpressure using a supercom-
puter loaded with aerospace research software. SureFire
was the only company to hire scientists to interpret the
data used in the development of its digital-design proto-
types. Manufactured prototypes validated the discoveries
when shot in a clone of the test-box used by U.S. Special
Operations at Crane to measure airborne particulate
matter in parts-per-million. When fired, particulate matter
can envelop a shooter, especially in an enclosed environ-
ment. After lengthy research and significant investment,
the SOCOMS556-RC3 was found to produce 60-percent
less backpressure. While achieving its goals, the RC3 also
reduced fouling inside the action and improved recoil
control, even with full-auto small arms.

The mixture of gas, unburnt powder and oxygen
typically results in a flash signature that is detectable in
darkness, revealing the shooter’s location and providing

a target for the enemy to engage. Though a suppressor
may produce minimal flash when firing the first round, as
it heats up the flash from the muzzle generally becomes
increasingly visible. The RC3 nearly eliminates the flash
from the first shot to the last.

The SOCOMS56-RC3 remains a Fast-Attach design that
is compatible with existing SOCOM Fast-Attach accessories
and muzzle devices. When you install an RC3 to a carbine
that already has a muzzle device such as a SureFire War-
comp, you're not simply replacing it, you're improving its
performance. Measuring 6.3 inches in length, it possesses
the same compactness as the RC2 and similar sound levels.
It weighs 17 ounces. For those who have a carbine and a
previous generation SOCOMS556 suppressor, upgrading to
the RC3 presents the same feel, handling and maneuver-
ability. Finish-wise, SureFire applies a black or tan Cera-
kote to preserve appearances, but if you're like the Tier 1

To mount the SOCOMS556-RC3, slide the can over any compatible Fast-Attach mounting device such as the SOCOM 3 Prong flash hider
($169, surefire.com). With the suppressor indexed, rotate the Fast-Attach mounting ring to secure it. To unlock and remove, press the button
on the ring and unscrew the collar. SureFire engineering and machining ensure repeatable and precise alignment to the barrel’s bore.
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Three days training with Matt Pranka of Xray Alpha pushed an RC3-
equipped Bravo Company carbine through 1,000 rounds per day.

dot-tracking pattern is going to be the same.”

The silhouette target featured an aiming point as big
as a thumbprint. Out to 20 yards using a Bravo Company
Recce equipped with an Aimpoint Micro red dot, my
groups measured between 1 and 2 inches. At 30, shooting
from an aggressive fighting stance, my groups opened to
about 3 to 4 inches. At 50, 5 to 6 inches.

After confirming zero, analyzing fundamentals, we
performed Doubles at close range to test our predictive
shooting capability. The aiming point disappeared before
performing Doubles at 30 yards, 40 yards, Triples at 10
yards with A-zone-only hits, then 20 yards, and four shots
in the A-zone at 30 and 40 yards with 85-percent accuracy
within 1.2 seconds. A com-

operators who deploy with
a SureFire, shooting enough
rounds will eventually dis-
color the surface finish.

The RC3 is a line of low-
backpressure suppressors,
meaning that it will eventu-
ally be offered to support
/.62mm calibers, and oth-

ers. The benefits of the RC3
extend beyond the sound

petition between students
walking back from 15 to 60
yards in 1%2 seconds put
the pressure on and forced
us to be aggressive.

Pranka wrapped up each
day, “"How many noticed
there was a suppressor
attached to our rifles all

day?” None. The RC3 may

as well have been invisible.

reduction, flash suppression,
controllability, effectiveness,
and service life of the host
firearm. The mission now
requires suppressors to safeguard the health of the opera-
tor. SureFire remains the standard, in my opinion.

AT THE RANGE

The SOCOMS556-RC3 was evaluated during a carbine
class taught by Matt Pranka of Xray Alpha (xrayalpha.
com). Pranka used a practical approach to training in order

to develop foundational skills. Training featured Doubles
drills and Practical Accuracy with a carbine, pressure tested
against time, downrange results and competition.

“If [you] leave the range and have a fist-size group, all
you prove to yourself is that you're very good at doing what
you want to do,” Pranka said. “We have to set conditions
where we want to make mistakes; we want to fail. In the
practical world, most of your
training should be in a push,
exploratory world. You're
trying to break foundational
skills, fundamentals, in order
to fix it. | like using predic-
tive shooting to do this. I'm
using historical information
about how the gun behaves
in recoil as my aiming
strategy. If | do my part, if |
hold the gun the same every
time, | can expect that the

Six inches long and weighing 17 ounces, the SOCOM556-RC3 pres-
ents similar characteristics as the RC2 models. Visually, the RC3 is
identifiable by its precision-welded, flared, flow-through muzzle cap.

Training stepped up
intensity and complexity,
including drills to push
reloads, distance shooting
with an education about zeroes and bullet trajectories at
different distances, and techniques to hasten our actions
and smooth our performance. Pranka required a lot of
mental focus, but having the RC3 attached to the muzzle
required no additional considerations. | could hear Pranka’s
instructions during the course clearly. | never experienced
an impact shift or a need for maintenance to the carbine
for three days and roughly for 3,000 rounds of Black Hills
/7-grain OTM. If you have experience shooting a sup-
pressed carbine, you're familiar with the gas and teary eyes
that can result from shooting multiple shots. It's like walk-
ing through a cloud, and you know that it's not really good
for you. There was none of that when testing the RC3.

Pranka stressed “control, accountability, and per-
formance.” Though he
was referring to pushing
ourselves to be predictive
shooters, the same terms
described our hardware.
Our focus needs to be
on the target, and the
awareness of our dot’s
relationship to where we
want to hit. The RC3 does
a better job of making that

happen.
— E. Poole
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Remember when a hunter was measured by how well he shot, and not how much he spent?

When memories were measured 1n curly tails, not dollar bills? We do. And that 1s why we
created the Spandau S2. A reliable, extremely well balanced waterfowl gun built around the
Inertia operating system for unmatched performance at a price that shows that you still know
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KAHR'S X9 IS A DOUBLE-COLUMN WIN.

BY JAMES TARR | PHOTOS BY MARK FINGA
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IT WASN'T UNTIL I HEARD that Kahr was releas-
ing a new pistol that I realized I hadn’t heard from
them in a long while. Kahr roared onto the scene
almost 30 years ago, circa 1995, with the K9, an all-
steel single-stack 9mm that was nearly the same size
as many of the .380s of the day. The 1994 Assault
Weapons Ban (AWB) was in effect, so new maga-
zines holding more than 10 rounds were unavail-
able for commercial sale. The crime rate went up,
and a nationwide movement in support of con-
cealed carry shifted into gear. It was perfect timing
for the single-stack K9. Additional models followed
in dilferent sizes, some with polymer frames.

Kahr pistols were not just popular with private cit-
izens. The reliability, durability, and double-action-
only (DAO) trigger system earned it authorization
by law enforcement for use as a backup and ofi-duty

gun. The entire firearms market seemed to pivot. With the
demise of the AWB in 2004, and the introduction of new
designs with increased capacity and reduced weight, Kahr

was met with additional competition. The
new-for-2024 Kahr X9 aims to reclaim some
of that glory — and market share.

The X9 is the first in an all-new line of pis-
tols from Kahr, the Premium X Series. These
are fed by double-stack magazines. As Kahr
has done with its previous models, ditlerent
versions of the new models will follow. The
initial X9, however, was sized to meet the
needs of the concealed-carry market.

FEATURES & SPECS
The X9 is a polymer-framed, optics-ready,

The Kahr X9 has a profile and size similar to the
original K9 model, which was introduced in 1995.
The X9 is all new, featuring front and rear slide
serrations and texturing around the grip.

EFPE CARRTACENDG T

system than one
might expect.
[t has a 3.54-inch
barrel, and overall is
6.125 inches long,
4.375 inches tall
(with the flush magazine inserted), and 1.05 inches
wide. Unloaded, with an empty magazine, it weighs
2.2 bunees,

In appearance, the X9 is clearly a Kahr. It sports
the distinctive lines and curves of previous pistols.
Both the barrel and slide are stainless steel, and
the slide is given a matte black finish. Between the
stainless-steel and polymer construction, the X9 is
as corrosion-resistant and built for carry as you're

likely to find.
“Built for carry?” Yes, the X9 sports the same slick

exterior design as all Kahr pistols. One aspect that made
the original K9 so trendsetting as a concealed-carry
piece was the smooth exterior to minimize the chance of

printing or snagging on cover garments. Still,
there is no external safety or trigger-safety
lever. All controls are thin and low profile to
make it as comlortable to carry as it is quick
to deploy. Other pistols have followed suit,
but the K9 used to be the exception.

The slide sports wide, flat-bottomed serra-
tions front and back. Between the serrations
and the matte texture, there are no handling
issues when racking the slide. Kahr pistols
feature the recoil-operated, tilt-barrel design.
There is a small cutout at the rear of the bar-
rel hood that serves as the loaded chamber

striker-fired 9mm fed by 10-round maga- Ten-round magazines are  indicator. Interestingly, the polished feed

zines, and utilizing what Kahr describes as its 'E?‘,SJ"’E‘F"Ie of Kahr carry
pistols. Two are included,

one flush-fit and one with
far closer to a traditional striker-fired trigger an extension.

DAO trigger system. In function and feel, it is

ramp on the barrel is “angled,” meaning the
lett side sticks out farther. I'm not sure ['ve
seen that betore.



TYPE

CARTRIDGE
CAPACITY
BARREL

OVERALL
LENGTH

WIDTH
HEIGHT
WEIGHT
FINISH
GRIP

Slide serrations and low-profile controls
remain distinguishing characteristics of
Kahr pistols, including the new X9. The
direct-mount, optic-ready slide is new.

Compared to many polymer,
striker-fired pistols, the X9 locks up
tight, which is not surprising. Kahr
pistols are known to be “bank vault
tough.” There was barely any play
between the slide and frame of Guns
& Ammo’s test sample. When the bar-
rel hood was pressed down, it didn’t
move at all in battery.

Sights on the X9 are simple, but
robust. Thats what you want on a

SIGHTS

TRIGGER

SAFETY

MSRP

MANUFACTURER

KAHR X9

The matte, stainless-steel barrel offers a
loaded-chamber indicator in the form of a
notch at the rear of the barrel hood.

Recoil operated, striker
tired, double-action only
(DAQ), semiautomatic

2mm

10+1 rds.

3.54 in., stainless steel

6.13 in.

1800 i,

4.38 in.

11lb., 4.2 oz. (tested)

Nitride (steel)

Polymer, molded texture

Steel: white dot (front),
white bar notch (rear);
optic ready

/ lbs. (tested)

Internal plunger (drop
safety)

$549

Kahr Arms, 508-795-3919,

kahr.com
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Steel, dovetailed sights are too low for
use with an optic mounted. The dove-
tailed dot-on-post arrangement can be
drifted to adjust left or right.

com). The Holosun EPS Carry is an
enclosed optic available with red or
green reticles. The version on G&As
sample featured a 2 MOA green dot.
Green dots are actually brighter to
the human eye, which is why some
people prefer them. Others — mysell
included — prefer red dots simply
because thats what they've grown up
using; they just look “right” to our
brains. (Actually, I prefer iron sights

on my carry guns, but thats a discussion for another time.)
Whatever sighting arrangement you prefer, the Kahr X9
can likely accommodate it.

Inside the slide is a full-length steel guiderod; around

concealed-carry gun. They're made of steel and dovetailed
into place. The front sight sports a white dot, and the rear
sight a notch. Underneath the notch is a vertical white

line. Kahr has termed these “white bar-dot combat sights.”

For many;, iron sights are as out of date as AM radio.
For those, the X9 slide was
engineered to be optic-
ready. Simply remove
the coverplate to see that
the slide was designed
to accept direct-mount
optics having the Holosun
K footprint. The footprint
is Holosun’s modified
version of the Shield RMSc
footprint; a number of
affordable and popular
Holosun optics use it.
G&As sample was delivered
with a Holosun EPS Carry
on it ($470.58, holosun.

Kahr pistols are regarded for its minimalist-type controls. The X9
is no different. They only add .05 inch width to the 1-inch slide.

it is a single recoil spring. The spring is captured, but if
you look closely you'll see
the rod was designed to
be disassembled, allowing
intrepid owners to swap
out recoil springs. [ assume
this means dillerent weight
springs will be offered at
some point. The provided
recoil spring is somewhat
stiff in order to absorb a
broad span of 9mm recoil
forces in such a small gun.
There is a three-slot rail
at the front of the polymer
[rame for mounting accesso-
ries such as a light or laser.
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The internal features are familiar to striker-fired semiautomatics,
but simpler. The safety plunger is adjacent to the slide’s striker.

—
e ‘““ﬁl.; -

The DAO trigger is a proprietary mechanism actuated by the
smooth, curved trigger. The triggerguard features an undercut.

The markings on the
slide are subtle. “X9”
appears near the muzzle on
the left side, and “KAHR”
is just above the takedown
lever. The left side of the
frame is marked to note
that it was made in Kahr’s
Greeley, Pennsylvania,
factory.

The X9 olfers a bilat-
eral slide-stop lever. The
serrated pads are small and

so utilizing them as slide-

release levers may be tricky, depending on the size of your
thumb and how tight your gun is. When in doubt, rack
the slide by hand to chamber a round.

The takedown lever is nearly flush with the leit side of
the frame. [ found that [ needed a tool — in my case, the
tip of a pen — to rotate it down for disassembly.

The magazine release is also small and as low profile as
the rest of the controls. You will not be dislodging maga-
zines unintentionally. Plus, the magazine release is revers-

The X9 fills the hand despite its thin and compact size. To sup-
nearly flush with the frame,  port the pinky and improve control, use the extended magazine.  Alter the takeup, the dis-

The takedown lever is not only serrated and low-profile, it is
recessed into the frame. Rotate it 90 degrees for disassembly.

ible. All the controls — slide stop levers, takedown lever,
and magazine release — are steel. So is the trigger.

As for the trigger system, if you're used to modern
striker-fired guns, you won't be disappointed. The trigger
has a wide, smooth face, but no safety lever. There is about
half an inch of takeup — measured at the trigger tip —
and then the trigger moves less than .4 inch. The trigger
feel has a rolling break, smooth and with a total weight
measuring 7 pounds.

Kahr indicates that the X9 has a “DAO trigger system,”
which is not technically correct. With the slide of the X9
at rest, the striker is already partially, mostly, retracted, and
under tension. Pulling the trigger pivots the sear in a short
arc, moving the striker backward a little further. Then the
sear drops out of the way and allows the striker to snap
forward under spring pres-
sure. Other than the trigger
pull being longer than what
you'll find in most striker-
fired pistols, the internal
function is similar. Trigger
reset measured .4 inch.

GRIP, SIZE SMALL/MEDIUM
The big news is this: It
you've got small hands, I
think you'll like how the

X9 is laid out. The reach to
the trigger is quite short.

tance between the trigger
face and the backstrap is just 24 inches. That’s about
half-an-inch less than on a SIG Sauer P365. If you've got
big hands, the X9 might not be for you. I've got smaller
hands for a guy, and [ was nearly pressing the trigger with
the tip of my trigger finger. If you've got small hands and
have always struggled to reach triggers, the X9 might be
the answer. On that note, the X9 includes two, 10-round
stainless-steel magazines. One has a flush-type basepad,
and the other a grip extension. [ wear size Medium gloves
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PERFORMANCE

BEST AVG.
VEL. GROUP | GROUP

LOAD (FPS) ES SD (IN.) (IN.)
Hornady Critical Def. 115-gr. FTX | 1,095 | 39 | 17 2.2 3

Speer Gold Dot G2 147-gr. JHP 922 | 24 | 10 2.4 29
Black Hills +P 124-gr. JHP 1,154 | 27 | 11 2.5 3.3
Fiocchi 115-gr. FMJ 1,103 | 35 | 16 b 3.9

Accuracy is the average of five, five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest.
Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P chronograph
set at 12 feet in front of the muzzle.

and [ could only get all
fingers around the gun
when I used the extended
magazine. With the flush
magazine basepad, most
of us will find that our
pinky has to curl under the
bottom of the magazine.
The finger extension ofiers
more gripping surface;
it shouldn’t compromise
concealability since it adds
no length at the butt of the
grip, and that’s what prints
against a covering garment.
[t doesn’t add capacity. |
would recommend to Kahr
that it ship the X9 with one 10-round magazine and two
baseplates — flush and extended — and one higher capac-
ity magazine, 12 rounds or so, for the same length as the
10 rounder with extended grip. It would be a win-win.

As this model seems to be the first in the new X-series,
[ expect future variants will be larger and offer longer and
greater-capacity magazines. A prototype 15-round maga-
zine with grip extension was shown during its soft launch
at the 2024 SHOT Show, but I'd like to see a shorter mid-
length magazine oflered, as well. One of those magazines
stuffed into the grip of this pistol would solve any control
issues for people with big hands while being concealable.

There is raised rectangular texturing on the front and
back of the frame that does grip the hand nicely. The

The backstrap encourages a high grip. Two patterns of texture
help to prevent the X9 from rotating in the hand during recoil.

sides of the frame have more mild texture to the mold.
While the grip does feel a little chunky in my hand, a little
squarish, perhaps, it doesn’t feel bad. [ found the X9 quite
shootable. You can choke up on it quite well.

Aesthetically, the only thing I didn’t like was the place-
ment of the serial number. It’s laser engraved into a nearly
square stainless-steel plate set into the lelt side of the
frame. [ would have preferred it be out of sight, perhaps
within the frame rail underneath the dustcover.

AT THE RANGE

The Kahr XO ran everything I fed it, including a mix of
hollowpoints and standard full-metal-jacket (FM]) ammu-
nition. Except for the slide locking back on a full magazine
after the first shot — something that never happened again
— the gun was 100-percent reliable. Seating fully-loaded
magazines on a closed slide took some effort.

[ shot the X9 side-by-side with a SIG Sauer P365 to
compare recoil impulses. The P365 is marginally smaller
and lighter than the X9, so, unsurprisingly, the X9 dis-
played less recoil; the P365 was definitely snappier, espe-
cially when shooting defensive loads. The X9 was nicely
accurate, too, especially for a subcompact pistol almost
small enough to fit in a pocket.

While shooting, I saw
that it [ wasn’t paying close
attention, [ pushed the
dot left while pulling the
trigger, a rookie mistake. I
finally realized it was due
to the short reach to the
trigger; my finger had to
curve in an unfamiliar way
to work it, which caused
the issue.

PARTING SHOT

[n many ways, the X9 is a
mix of the old and new. It is
slightly chunky and heavy
compared to some compet-
ing designs, but it offers all
the modern features we now expect from a new subcom-
pact, striker-fired 9mm. And — please — note that [ don’t
consider the extra weight a negative! All of the alternatives
to the X9 are available in larger and heavier versions of the
sub- and micro-compact pistols. People quickly discover
that shooting small light pistols isn’t usually pleasant. The
extra few ounces in the X9 means that it is shootable for
its size. [ suspect the follow-on models will prove to be
absolute hammers.

[s Kahr late to the program with the X9? Yes, but it is
still a reliable performer. The extra weight reduces felt
recoil, and the short trigger reach makes the X9 one of the
best options for people with small hands needing a quality
carry gun.
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I COULD HAVE PREDICTED this years ago.
Walther has announced its best-yet contempo-

rary design, the PDP Pro-X in 9mm. Just add your
prelerred optic and/or pistol light, and you’ll have a ver-
satile package that’s as accurate and reliable as any other.
[ts dillicult to imagine a [ull-size pistol that’s as sorted as
this one.

The point of the PDP Pro-X is to make shooting full-size
guns easier. Its not just about one-shot-at-a-time accu-
racy. | tested two PDP configurations when the platlorm
was announced in the April 2021 issue. In my hands, the
PDP Pro-X isn’t any more accurate than the base model.
My best five-shot groups measured just under 1% inches
and averaged about 1.8 to 2 inches [rom 25 yards — on a
benchrest. What the PDP Pro-X does better is multi-shot
accuracy. Isn’t “multi-shot accuracy” what we desire when
selecting a semiautomatic pistol?

We are seeing new handguns introduced with com-
pensators, or “comps.” Whether a barrel modification or
muzzle device, comps have been counteracting the [orces
of recoil since gunsmith Hyman Saul Lebman of lexas
installed seven-port barrels in [ull-auto Model 191 1s lor
mobsters in the 1930s. They gained popularity again in the

PRO

THE WALTHER PDP PROX IS COMP'D,
CUT FOR OPTICS AND
HAS A GREAT TRIGGER.

BY ERIC R. POOLE | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

1970s and ’80s with the rise of competitive shooting and
handgun hunting, but they’re back! Alter years of watching
shops such as Parker Mountain Machine
(parkermountainmachine.com) develop and tune comps
[or the altermarket, manulacturers now oller compensated
pistols. Canik. FN. Shadow Systems. SIG Sauer. Smith &
Wesson. These brands all oller [actory-comp’d models.
(And others are coming.)

The same can be said for optic-ready slides. Every new
pistol seems to have an optic-ready slide as a standard [ea-
ture. Even brands such as SIG Sauer have eliminated models
such as the original P365, which lacked an optic-ready slide.
The only reason to make a pistol slide without an optic cut
is to support gun owners subject to restrictions such as the
Calilornia DOJ Approved Handgun Roster. Now that so
many shooters have come around to using a red-dot-sighted
pistol, the only problem lelt to solve is how to get companies
to agree on a universal lootprint or mounting configuration.

Lastly, there are the topics of comparing [ull-size to
compact and micro-compact pistols, magazine capacity,
and whether we need a light attached to the rail. For those

wanting all of these aspects, allow me to discuss the Wal-
ther PDP Pro-X in 9mm.
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TYPE

WALTHER
PDP PRO-X

Recoil operated, striker fired,
semiautomatic

CARTRIDGE

2mm

ADD IT UP

10+1 rd. (restricted jurisdictions,
Compact/Full Size); 18+1 rds.

With reliability and accuracy
established, a pistol in my “John
Wick” box receives an upgraded
trigger, upgraded sights, a red-dot
optic, flared magazine well, several
spare mags of different capacities,
and a compensator for the muzzle.
The Walther PDP Pro-X 9mm has
(almost) all of these included, but
[ typically attach a pistol light and
order a custom holster to complete
the package.

CAPACITY (Compact), 18+1 rds. and

20+1 rds. (Full Size)

4.6 in. (Compact and Full Size),
PMM Compensator

BARREL

BRIV (CHN N 8.25 in.

\VAID RN 1.34 in.

5.4 in. (Compact);

RSN 5 5 (Full Size)

1 1b., 8.4 oz. (Compact);

Ml 1 b 9.4 07 (Full Size)

FINISH

Tenifer (steel)

3 white dots, post (front),

SIGHTS ad]. notch (rear); optic ready

hundreds of dollars. For comparison,
the alternatives are the Canik TTI

Combat ($949, canikusa.com):; FN
500 CC Edge XL ($1,629, Inamer-

ica.com); Shadow Systems XR920P
($1,293, shadowsystems.com); SIG

Sauer P320 Spectre Comp Blackout

Let’s consider the value proposition TRIGGER

Walther Dynamic Performance
Trigger, 4 lbs., 12.5 oz. (tested)

($1,400, sigsauer.com), and Smith

of the PDP Pro-X. The manufacturer’s

suggested retail price (MSRP) for the SAFETY

& Wesson Performance Center M&P
2.0 Competitor ($999, smith-wesson.

Trigger safety, striker safety,
disconnect safety

base PDP model is $649. (Most gun

VR $999

com). The only current-production

stores sell them for less.) The PDP
Pro-X includes an optic cut. All PDP
models are optic ready, but if you
wanted to have the slide milled, a reputable shop such
as C&H Precision (chpws.com) will charge around $100
for the service, excluding additional nitriding or Cera-
kote finishing. Finishwork to a slide adds another $60 to
$100. Then, to add a barrel and compensator, the price is
around $350. How about an aitermarket match trigger?
$180, not including installation. A magazine funnel? $90.
Extended basepads? $35 each. And lets not forget custom
grip texture: $250. To configure a Walther PDP with these
add-ons, the sum comes to $1,714 — on the low-end.
(The cost of the optic and light are not included.) The PDP
Pro-X comes with these features and a factory warranty.
Walthers MSRP for the PDP Pro-X — both full-size and
compact models — is $999. If a pistol configured such as
this makes sense for you, Walther is saving you a couple

IMPORTER

Walther Arms, 479-242-8500,

waltherarms.com

factory compensated Glock is the
full-auto G18C, but thats not a read-
ily available model.

THE GOODIES

The Walther PDP was named 2021 Guns & Ammo Hand-
gun of the Year. Even alter several thousand rounds fired
through our PDPs, we stand behind that award. Its a great
gun, and ['ve never heard anyone criticize it.

The pattern of new releases we saw with the outgoing
PPQ model has been applied to the PDP platiorm. As of
this writing, there are 25 varieties of PDP. Its available
in compact and full-size models; with extended barrels;
two-tone versions with either gray, green or tan frames; a
Protessional model with an Aimpoint Acro; and Match and
Pro versions with Walther’s Performance Duty Trigger.

The Performance Duty Trigger made the PDP one of the
best striker-fire pistols available — but it gets better. The



The triggerguard isn’t exactly square. It has a checker-textured
front touchpoint for the support-hand index finger, an undercut
for high grip. Inside is Walther’s Dynamic Performance Trigger.

Even the coverplate complements the slide’s protruding Super-
Terrain serrations. Cover removed, an optic can be installed.
Send in the “redeem-a-plate” form for one free optic adapter.
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With the slide to the rear, it is easy to detect the anti-rotation
shape of the PMM compensator. It is threaded on, timed with a
single shim and secured in place with Rocksett.

while achieving the same accuracy with the PDP Pro-X. A
new shooter might not discern the dilference, but a com-
petitor or seasoned law enforcement professional would.
The performance improvement is due to a combination of
enhancements, one being the trigger. Next, lets consider
the comp.

Started in 2012 by Jarod Legsdin, Parker Mountain
Machine (PMM) has made a name for himself. Based in
New Hampshire, his products and services have been
responsible for steering trends with firearms. Many know
PMM for altermarket compensators, and if you have a
Walther PPQ or PDP, PMM makes a comp for it ($100).
He also offers a barrel-and-comp combo ($360). The
PMM compensator on the PDP Pro-X, however, is unique
and exclusively provided to Walther. Made of anodized

PDP Pro-X comes with
Walther’s Dynamic Perfor-
mance Trigger, which is
lighter and has a shorter
travel and reset than the
Performance Duty Trigger.
Whats the ditference? The
Dynamic Performance
Trigger has a hand-tuned
sear engagement; it’s tuned

aluminum, it is threaded
on the barrel and secured
by Rocksett adhesive. |
contacted Walther for more
information.

“We worked on the
compensator together,” said
Cody Osborn, director of
communications for Walther.
“We matched up the thread
options so that it would only

at the factory to offer an
excellent trigger feel. Guns
& Ammo received three
samples of the PDP Pro-X
in Compact and Full-Size forms. Using a Lyman Digital
Trigger Pull Gauge, the Dynamic Performance Trigger mea-
sured 4 pounds, 12.5 ounces, a half-pound less than the
Performance Duty Trigger. (Walthers advertised 5%2-pound
trigger weight estimate was conservative.)

Though accuracy results were similar between the PDP
and PDP Pro-X, the Pro-X is easier and quicker to shoot.
On a timer, our splits improved an average of .03 seconds

The standard sights are polymer, and a three, white-dot system.
Walther designed sights for the PDP on the Glock pattern for
convenient replacemnt. They “low-witness” with a red-dot sight.

need one shim to properly
clock it. It attaches like the
muzzlebrake of an AR, so it
will be reliable.”

[f you look at the top of the slide, where the slide and
compensator meet, you'll notice an arched interface that
interlocks the compensator to the slide when the slide is
in battery. This detail is unique to the PDP Pro-X and pre-
vents twisting. It’s an “anti-rotation” feature, if you will.

“When installed, it precisely aligns with the barrel,
ensuring perfect timing and optimal performance,”
Osborn added. “When the slide is forward, the compen-
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Three magazines are provided, two 18-round magazines and a The grip is contoured to fill most hands, comfortably with
20-round magazine. The full-size PDP Pro-X includes short base- optional backstrap arches. The aluminum magwell not only
pads (shown). The compact Pro-X features extended basepads. improves feeding, it supports the firing hand.

Controls were designed with purpose. The reversible magazine Both full-size and compact models of the PDP Pro-X feature a
release button is intuitive to find and operate, and the lever five-slot accessory rail that extends to the PMM compensator.
above the grip was serrated to be a slide lock and a slide release.  Streamlight’s TLR-7 HL-X was used during low-light shooting. $165

sator and barrel is locked | optic, because that commit-

nice and tight.” — E'E [=] ment is forever,” Osborn

] added. “If a better optic

comes out in two years,

[ don’t want to have to

replace the entire slide or

buy a new gun to use it.”
The PDP was designed

specifically for mounting

a red-dot sight. You’ll note

that the optic doesn’t extend

over the ejection port or

barrel hood, and the slide

ADD AN OPTIC

As a cost-saving measure,
Walther chose to install
standard-height polymer
sights. Though it does
come with a three-white-
dot system — post front,
adjustable rear — these are
easily replaced with Glock-
pattern fiber-optics, tritium

Walther provides a free optic-mounting plate with the purchase
of a PDP. Six plates are available to accommodate the majority of

night sights, or adjustable pistol optics, but the Redeem-A-Plate program keeps cost down.  serrations are still useful,
steel match sights. The PDP even with an optic in place.
slide prioritizes optics. “We're optics people,” Osborn said.  The optic is sunk down for a low witness. “Low witness”
The PDP Pro-X features Walthers 2.0 optic-mounting sys-  is a more accurate term than “co-witness” because the

tem, which accepts plates to accommodate most options. standard-height sights are useable at the very bottom of
Optic technology continues to advance, so Walther engi- an optics window. Walther didn’t install suppressor-height
neered the slide for plates rather than direct mounting. sights because they didn’t want sights obstructing half of

“I don’t like having a slide machined for a particular the window. It just visible in case something happens to
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The
Walther PDP
Pro-X slide can
be removed from
the grip frame, but the
barrel and compensator are
not intended to be removed from
the slide. Cleaning and preventative
maintenance can be accomplished at this
level of disassembly.

PERFORMANCE

BEST AVG.
VEL. GROUP | GROUP
LOAD (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

the dot.

Behind the ejection port
is a coverplate secured by
two Torx fasteners. Remove
it to install one of Wal-
thers adapter plates. The
PDP series comes with a
“Redeem-A-Plate,” another
cost-saving effort. Including
all six available adapter-plate
footprints would raise the
price significantly, and you
would likely only need one.
When you have your optic selected, fill out the Redeem-
A-Plate form and send it in for one free plate. The Trijicon
RMR footprint is Walthers most redeemed style. Also, C&H
Precision and Holosun offer direct-mount optics for the PDP
that don't even need a plate.

Speer Gold Dot 124-gr. JHP

Hornady Ciritical Duty
135-gr. FlexLock

Federal Personal Defense
+P 124-gr. JHP

HSM 147-gr. JHP

Winchester USA Ready Defense
+P 124-gr. Hex-Vent JHP

Fiocchi Range Dynamics
115-gr. FMJ

OTHER FEATURES
Besides the PMM compensator, Walther Dynamic Perfor-
mance Trigger, the last new add-on is the magazine funnel.
[t is secured with the same roll-pin that secures the back-
strap in place. Three rubberized backstraps are provided,
which absorb some recoil against the palm of your hand.
The backstrap that comes on the PDP Pro-X is a medium
size. The small backstrap

release button, magazines eject immediately and with speed.
The magazine release button is reversible for left-hand use,
but [ would suggest seeking someone with a mechanical
skillset for assistance with changing its orientation.

The difference between the initial PDP Pro-X models are
the grip frames. These will be available in either a full-size
(tested) or compact frame with the same 2.7-inch five-slot
rail. Unlike modular chassis pistols with removeable grip
modules, the PDP Pro-X polymer grip frame is a serialized
component. (Like the P99 and PPQ), the serial number is
at the back of the frame above the beavertail.) Initially, the
PDP Pro-X will only be available in black.

The tull-size frame is magazine specific. Whereas the com-
pact models of the PDP Pro-X will accept either the shorter
1 8-round magazine with
extended basepad, or the
18- and 20-round magazines
that are included with the

1,145 143 | 1.92 full-size, the tull-size frame
10200 | 25 | 12| 128 | 237 will not accept the 18-round

magazine with the extended
1,202 | 20 8 1.77 2.28

basepad due to the length-
ened grip. Additionally;
for jurisdictions subject to
magazine capacity restric-
tions, Walther will provide

10-round magazines with
the PDP Pro-X.

285 | 23 | 11 1.65 2.1

1,223 | 37 | 16 | 1.74 2.58

1,174 | 56 | 25 1.8 a7

AT THE RANGE

The Walther PDP Pro-X shoots great. Ot note is the ejector
system. Regardless of the load, cases are extracted and
ejected with authority. The ejection port is generously
sized, wrapping over the top to the left side. The right
sight of the port is steeply angled and beveled at the rim
and the case, and the pistol runs perfectly reliable with any
grain weight of 9mm.

Shooting standard 115-grain ball ammunition through
the PDP Pro-X will produce no different results than
shooting it against the base PDP. To experience the ben-
efit provided by the trigger, compensator and magazine
funnel, you really to shoot

is thinner with less of an
arch, but the large size has
a pronounced arch and a
beavertail.

The magazine funnel is
aluminum and helps to keep
the hand in place during
strings of multiple shots,
preventing the pinky finger
from sliding down. It also
makes reloads a little easier
and intuitive to perform
blindly. When you press the

checkered-style magazine

defensive or +P ammu-
nition through it. Due to
the comp, hot loads push
the muzzle down more
effectively than lightweight
range ammo. Add an optic
to eliminate the process of
sight alignment, and you'll
find the PDP Pro-X enables
a “Race Mode” you never
realized you were capable
of. Shooting it certainly
brought the best out of
me. [
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SIG SAUER
P226

g

BY JAMES TARR
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THE SIG SAUER P226 is an import-
ant pistol in history, a stalwart of the
Reagan era that was narrowly beat by
the Beretta 92 SB-F for the U.S. military
MO contract to replace the M1911. The
P226 turned 40 in 2024, and while
it has been overshadowed by striker-
fired models such as the P320 (which
won the M17/M18 contract in 2017),
it is still in production and remains
an excellent choice for duty or seli-
detense. To commemorate the moment,
SIG Sauer created a 40th Anniversary
collectible that resembles the original
P226. It includes retro packaging, man-
ual, and limited-edition “History of the
P226” booklet.

Allow me to offer my bona fides; I'm
not simply jumping on the anniversary
bandwagon. I've been a fan of the gun

since [ went through the police academy with a borrowed
P226 in 1992. One of the classifiers I shot that bumped
me up into United States Practical Shooting Association’s

(USPSA) Grand Master class,
Production Division, was
done with a P226. And, for
most of the last 2 years, my
carry gun has been a P226R
Elite, which I carried in a
Safariland 5198 holster.
The “226” is actually a
variation of the SIG P220.
so [ need to start there if
['m going to review a little

history. The first word in o |

the name is an acronym,
“SIG.” It's not “Sig.” The
initials stand tor “Schweiz-

Removing the retro-styled aluminum grip pane
Anniversary SIG Sauer P226 reveals the classic
mainspring assembly, as well as the decocking

SIG SAUER
P226 40TH ANNIVERSARY

TYPE

fired, semiautomatic

Recoil operated, hammer

CARTRIDGE eiugleg

V.G IRE 15+1 rds.

GO 4.4 in., stainless steel

OVERALL LENGTH waALR

HEIGHT SRRk

WIDTH REELE

(WISl 2 [bs., 2 oz.

Stainless steel (slide),
aluminum (frame)

MATERIAL

elIE Hogue Retro Alloy

4 |bs., 5 oz. (SA),

TRIGGER ey isaiON

Decocking lever, striker

SAFETY sl

Nitron (steel), hardcoat
anodized (aluminum)

FINISH

S[CIZIM SIGLITE, 3-dot, tritium

VR $1,200

MANUFACTURER

sigsauer.com

SIG Sauer, 603-610-3000,

R R ey
from the 40th
hammer, strut and
ever and spring.

For 2024, SIG Sauer released a 40th Anni-
versary tribute to the P226. Its features,
including controls, hammer, grips, grip
screws, sights, trigger and markings were
inspired by the 1984 design tested during
the U.S. military XM9 pistol trials.

erische
Industrie
Gesellschait”
translated
“Swiss
Industrial
Company.” In
1975, SIG joined German gun manu-
facturer J. P. Sauer & Sohn to develop
and market a new handgun, which
became the P220. The P220 was an
aluminum-framed double-action
(DA)/single-action (SA) semiautomtic
meant to replace the SIG P210 in use
by the Swiss Army. The P220 was a
refinement of the Petter-Browning
design used in the P210.

John Browning designed the
M1907, which has a barrel bushing
and tilting link for lockup. For the

French Model 1935 — which became the SIG P210 —
Charles Petter refined the eflort, removing the bushing
and link, but leaving the grooves in the top of the barrel

to engage the grooves in
the top of the slide. The
result became known as
the Petter-Browning design,
later the SIG Sauer Sys-
tem. SIG refined the design
by removing the grooves
entirely. Instead, an enlarge-
ment of the chamber locked
directly to the ejection port
in the slide. The P210 was

a single-action-only (SAO)
pistol, and the P220 became
a DA/SA system using the
new lockup. DA/SA pistols
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The P226 was distinctive for its sweep-down, decocking lever. Like the original P226, the frontstrap wears horizontal serrations
The Beretta 92 required shooters to break their grip in order to on the frontstrap and a slight flare to the magazine well for
press down on the decocking safety positioned on the slide. improved control of the grip. The M1911 did not have these.

The P226 40th Anniversary model features  The triggerguard features a serrated front  Two 15-round steel magazines are

a classic three-dot iron-sight arrangement.  for the support hand’s index finger to included with the P226. These are reminis-
These include tritium for low-light use. press against to increase stability, a two- cent of the military type, including base-
The original sights were three white dots. hand shooting technique of the era. plate, finish and stylized SIG Sauer logo.
had been around since at least 1908 with the Czech Little bered in 9mm, .38 Super, 9mm Steyr, 7.65x2 Il mm, 10mm,
Tom pistol, but SIG added a firing pin salety and a frame- 45 ACP, and .22 Long Ritle.
mounted decocker. Originally, the slides were stamped sheet metal. A

The original version of the P220 was chambered in 9mm  steel breech block assembly was pinned in place, and
and featured a heel-mounted release for the single-stack the front of the slide welded on. Those older slides had
magazine. [t quickly became popular with far more than breech blocks that could be removed and replaced if they
the Swiss army, though. The P220 became excessively worn. Current-

was initially sold in the U.S. as the
“Browning BDA,” and thats what Don
Johnson, as “Detective Sonny Crock-

manufacture P-series pistols have
slides completely machined. The
M1913 “Picatinny” rail was added to

ett,” was carrying in the pilot episode
of “Miami Vice,” which aired in 1984.
Alternate caliber versions were
soon available, and the most popular
version of the P220 in America — by
far — was in .45 ACP, which originally
sported a seven-plus-one capacity.
Since its introduction, the P220 has
been available, at various times, cham-

pistols in 2007 (following a propri-
etary SIG rail), and those pistols have
an “R” sutfix, i.e., P226R, P229R, etc.
The SIG Sauer P-series pistols are a
lot like the Glock in that, while you
can find them in various sizes and
calibers, they all look similar and
function similarly.

The P226 is the tull-size, double-
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The P226 X-Six featured a blue-pearl ilaflon coating, gold-accent
controls, grip screws, adjustable rear sight, and laminate grips.

stack version of the original P220. The P226 in 9mm was
developed in 1984 to compete in the U.S. military “XM9
Service Pistol Trials” to replace the M1911. The Beretta
92 and P226 were the only pistols to complete the tests.
Beretta was awarded the contract, officially because the
package cost of that gun was lower than that of the SIG
due to magazine pricing, but there have been persistent
rumors that Beretta won the contract because the U.S.
military wanted to build a base in Italy and Beretta would
manufacture the M9 in the U.S. Even during testing
many preferred the P226, and
it found its way into military
and police holsters, both in full
size and compact (P228) form,
designated the M11 in 1988. In
1989, the U.S. Navy SEALs also
adopted the P226 in 9mm as the
Mk 25. The current iteration of
the Mk 25 ditiers only slightly
from the original model, the
most notable difference being the
frame rail used to mount a light.
The P226 has a 4.4-inch barrel
and an aluminum frame. Itis 7.7
inches long and 5% inches tall. It

The P226 was adopted as the Mk 25 in 1989, and
served Naval Special Warfare (NSW), including SEAL

teams. The commercial MK25 was introduced in 2011.

The P226 has been the subject of custom
treatments through the years, including
the rare P226 S X-Six Blue Pearl 9mm,
which was hand-built in Eckernforde, Ger-
many at the SIG Sauer Mastershop.

weighs 34 ounces with an empty
magazine inserted. The standard
P226 is equipped with a decocker
positioned on the left side of the
frame above the magazine release,
forward of the slide-release lever.
Current models have a machined stainless-steel slide
with a matte, corrosion-resistant Nitron finish. Standard
magazine capacity is 15 rounds in 9mm, although Mec-
Gar has made original-equipment factory magazines for
SIG Sauer through the years and currently offer a flush-fit
18-round magazine. (It’s just as reliable as a factory mag.)
A brief word on reliability: The P226 is still offered after
40 years because, above all else, it has proven itsell to be
dependable. I've been shooting these guns for more than 30
years, and the only problems ['ve experienced were due to
ammo. The P226 is as proven a handgun design as exists
in the world. While there are aspects that people don' like
about them — i.e. high bore, DA/SA transition, etc. — no

one complains about its reliability or durability.
The P226 has been oftered in 9mm, 9x21, 7.65mm,

357 SIG, and .40 S&W. The 9mm models have been most
popular in the U.S. commercial market, but the .357 SIG
and .40 S&W models were nearly as popular with Amer-

ican law enforcement from the
1990s through 2000s.

In the 1980s, and into the
'00s, SIG Sauer pistols were pre-
ferred among U.S. law enlorce-
ment versus the Beretta 92 series.
While the P226 is tull size, the
Beretta 92 felt huge; the reach to
the trigger of a 92 to make that
first DA pull was longer than the
P226. The U.S. Secret Service
was known to carry P226, P228,
P229 models chambered in .357
SIG. Only since the FBI adoption
of the GI7M/G19M in 2016
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This P226 S X-Five was pro-
duced by the Mastershop,
featuring an elegant two-tone
slide, chrome controls, adjust-
able target sights and grips.

have many departments finally retired
the P-series.

The compact P228 was adopted by
the U.S. military as the M11. When
upgrades were made to U.S.-produced
models, the P-series benefited from
a stainless-steel slide and short reset
trigger. A military commemorative
was labeled the M11-Al in 2013.

During the last four decades, there
have been improvements to the P226
design. Originally, the front sight was
machined as an integral part with
the slide; now sights are pressed into
dovetails. SIG Sauer added a small
hump to the takedown lever, making
it easier to manipulate. The frame was
redesigned in the mid-1990s which
altered the internals, including the
hammer spring strut and the trigger
return spring. The trigger contour was
changed so it did not require as much
of a reach: it became the short reset
trigger (SRT). The DA trigger weight
was reduced, as well, from 12 to 14
pounds to as little as 8 pounds as
tested on my example.

[n 2010, the “Enhanced Ergo-
nomics” version, or “E*” spoken
“E-squared” was introduced. It oftered
the P226 a narrower grip. However,

The flawless slide-
to-frame fit was the
result of laborous
handfitting by a
Master Gunsmith in
Germany. Custom
machine-work
appears on the
inside of the slide,
as well.

the aluminum frame of the E* was the
same shape; only the hammer strut
assembly was different. With replace-
ment parts, one can change a standard
P226 to the E? version, or vice-versa.

About 20 years ago, SIG Sauer
introduced the Elite version of its
P-series. While the details have
changed slightly through time, the
Elite pistols wear checkered front
straps and triggerguard, forward
cocking serrations, and a beavertail on
the frame.

The P226 was designed thicker
than most modern pistols are — 11>
inches wide at the decocking lever.
The slide is more than an inch thick.
The hammer at rest is not all the way
forward, which is why the DA trigger
stroke of the P226 is often shorter
than that of other DA/SA pistols. The
P226 presents, arguably, the shortest
DA pull of any DA/SA pistol. Where
you see the hammer positioned,
cocked in SA mode? When firing DA,
the hammer only travels back two-
thirds the distance before falling.

When compared to modern,
polymer-framed striker-fired pistols,
older all-metal guns seem to cycle
smoother, in my opinion. The P226
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PROTECT ™
YOUR & =
FIREARMS

Wide operating temperature ange
FMO GUN OIL: -5°F to 430°F
SFL GUN GREASE: -50°F to 350°F

caug

10 0

GREASE FOR PISTOLS AND RIFLES

Lubricating film remains after
being mped away.

Fortified with extreme pressure
and anti-wear additives.

W Mk UM P _MIAY

OIL FOR PISTOLS AND BIFLES

W Lobriplate

Provides high boundary lubrication
film protection.

Includes oxidation inhibitors
to prevent gumming.

— oy still offers one of the smoothest cycling slides of any non-
Anti-corrosion additives protect L. . : .
against rust and corrosion. competition pistols I've ever fired; the more you shoot it,
CELEBRATING OVER = | N the smoother it gets.

15 gﬁ?ﬁgbﬁggw pre— - Some law enforcement agencies insisted on DAO ser-
vice pistols, so SIG Sauer developed the Double Action

¥ axiewivalmiaen" Kellerman (DAK) trigger, which was developed in the
S -~ early 2000s and adopted by the Department of Homeland

PRI LOBHILAN S Security in 201 1. It offered a ditferent approach to the
BRI AL (D000, BHl Setly (SN o 2 i DA/SA design in the form of a DAO system. Though the
DAK trigger reduced the first DA trigger stroke to around
612 pounds, these type of trigger
systems did not reduce negligent
discharges as law enforcement agen-
cies hoped. Rather than improving
officer training, an effort, particularly
I— - it ou by federal agencies and metropolitan
JThmATE aULLETEpEnl;dunmam i | | police, just made pistols harder to

R — shoot. This occurred with a push to
adopt striker-fired platiorms. While
a lot of users prefer the same-trigger-
pull-every-time design of striker-fired
pistols, another reason many small
departments moved away from the
P-series was cost. Federal agencies
were slower to do this, in large part

due to the difference of budgets.
The P226 has been wrongtully

i dint [ pol -1 d,
UN MATC HED IMPACT. [Eiierasam,
because it is still a superior pistol to

many new options. The P226 lives on
TIPPED MAXIMUM | 308 CAL in limited production, and possibly

the finest version are the Legion mod-
EXPANSION 1556GR els: P226 Legion Full-Size and P226-
XFIVE Legion. Other versions are in
Our New Tipped Maximum Expansion® circulation, but the P226 is no longer

Lehigh Defense Rifle Bullets create the largest as famous as it was when it graced the

permanent wound channels on the market. cover of Guns & Ammo in May 1985.
Maybe the 40th Anniversary throw-

back will help change that. [

www.lubriplate.com/falubes Or Scan QR Code -

LU LU TR

ULTIMATE BULLET PERFORMANCE®= SHOP NOW AT LEHIGHDEFENSE.COM




AFFORDABLE

DOESN' T MEAN CHEAP

TAURUS® G3 FAMILY OF PISTOLS

Every law-abiding citizen, regardless of their budget, has the right to own a reliable firearm for personal
protection. That's where the Taurus G3 family of pistols comes in. Affordable? Absolutely. Cheap? Not a chance.
The G3 family consistently punches above its price point, delivering performance on par and above far
more expensive products. Which does raise the question: what are those other guys charging you for?

TaurusUSA.com

RELY ON L TAURUS
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PROMISE
KEP1

HANDLOADED WITH CARE AND PRECISION,
FEDERAL'S CUSTOM SHOP BUILDS AMMUNITION
FOR DREAMS.

BY D. FAUBION | PHOTOS BY MARK FINGAR

ONE TRAGEDY OF LIFE is when children make promises they never tulfill

as adults. We're all guilty. As a youngster in the late 1990s, my aspirations were
simple. In order of difficulty, [ vowed to win over actress Julia Roberts, become a
billionaire by 30, and kill all 29 species of North American big game. You could
say that [ was a dreamer.

In the fall of '98, I was living that dream, hunting British Columbia moose
with my family. There, I saw my first grizzly. [ didn’t know when or where, but
[ made a promise to hunt a great bear of my own. Even at 13, [ was a ballistic
geek, and [ knew exactly what I'd use: .338 Winchester Magnum, North Ameri-
ca’s premier dangerous-game cartridge.

“Pretty Woman” never panned out, and the funds earmarked for Dall sheep
went towards diapers for two kids, but last fall, in a remote bay in Southeast
Alaska, I fulfilled a childhood promise. My 13th North American big-game ani-
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mal was a brown bear felled by a 200-grain Trophy Bonded
Tip loaded by the experts in Federals Custom Shop.

FEDERAL'S FINEST
Federal has been in the ammunition biz for 102 years.
First shotshell, then rimfire. Centerfire ritle loads joined
the portfolio in 1963, a time when factory fodder was
nothing special. Manufacturers loaded standard cases
with vanilla projectiles and gave them riveting names
like “pointed soft-point.” In 1977, that changed with the
introduction of Federal Premium, the first high-grade
factory ammo.

Pairing the best powders, primers, and cases with Sier-
ra’s boat-tail spitzer soft-points and hollowpoints — the
best bullets of the day — Federal Premium was ground-
breaking. “Premium” not only inspired the name, but it
also delivered unbeatable accuracy and performance in
factory ammo. The only way to beat Federal Pre-
mium was through judicious handloading.

Not everyone has the time, desire or
expertise to reload, though. Luckily;
hunters and shooters who demand the
finest ammunition tailored to their needs
have another option: The Federal Custom
Shop. According to Federal Ammunition
President Jason Vanderbrink, the Custom
Shop is a turnkey solution for custom-
loaded ammunition.

“The Federal Custom Shop is a new way
to deliver your preference of the perfect

U

Federal Custom Shop ammunition is pack-
aged in a manner that feels more akin to a
nice watch. Each load is signed off by the
employee responsible for handloading,
and the box is marked for the customer
who provided the specifications. Each
component is inspected and marked for
approval.

centerfire rifle or shotgun load built by our ammunition
experts,” said Vanderbrink. “If it’s not in Federal’s vast
catalog as factory loaded ammo, we may have it listed on
our website as a load we will custom handload for you.
We now have a specific selection of ritle and TSS shotshell
loads that we will build on-demand.”

INSIDE THE CUSTOM SHOP
Federal’s factory in Anoka, Minnesota, is a 700,000-
square-foot facility where 1,400 employees produce mil-
lions of rounds of centerfire, rimfire, and shotshell ammu-
nition per day. The Custom Shop has its own room inside
the plant, a reloading Mecca staffed by an elite group of
Federal’s most experienced employees who use the best
components available to handcraft unique ammunition for
each order.
Custom Shop orders are placed online at
federalpremium.com. For centerfire rifles, cus-
tomers choose from a variety of cartridges
and then select a specific bullet and
weight. A comment section enables notes
for handloading technicians.

All components are hand-selected for
each order. If Federal produces the brass,
they use it. I not, the Custom Shop
sources brass from Lapua, Norma, Nos-

ler, Weatherby, and others, so headstamps
can vary. The primers used are Federal’s

Gold Medal Match (GMM). Powders are
chosen to optimize pressure, velocity, and
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R1 magazines hold three rounds of .338 Win. Mag. One
comes with each gun. Spares are sold at shopbenelli.com. $85

The R1 features a continuous top-rail for mounting
optics to accommodate any eye relief or maintube.

accuracy lor the application.

Technicians check multiple specifications to
maximize this ammo, beginning with a case/
hull inspection to weed out defects. Next, they
examine bullet-to-case concentricity, along with
overall length, and base-to-bore dimensions.
Quality checks at every stage of the loading
process produce consistent velocity, accuracy
and safety for each round. If there’s any doubt
about the pride that goes into Federal Custom
Shop ammo, check out the box. Its signed by
the employee who handloaded it.

Lead time on orders is 3 to 4 weeks. Price
is $100 per 20 rounds of centerfire rifle, but
there’s no need to order a lifetime supply of your
preferred load. If you create an account when
ordering, the exact load data is saved for future hunts.

Speaking of hunts, my first experience with Custom
Shop ammo was on desert mule deer in West Texas. High
West Outfitters exclusively runs Custom Shop 6.5 PRC
ammo through its Mesa Precision rifles. Its not cheap, but
to ensure clients have a successful hunt, the $5 cost per
round is insignificant.

[ assumed that mulie would be my one and only Cus-
tom Shop kill. Then, Guns & Ammo Editor Eric Poole
sent an invite to join Federal’s Brian Anderson in south-
east Alaska for a September hunt. The target animal was
brown bear.

THE PROMISE KEPT | NOVEMBER 2024 | G&A 77

The R1 received an updated gas piston design in 2015. The
cylinder and collector assemblies are an upgrade.

The author used a Trijicon AccuPoint riflescope to
take an Alaskan brown bear in 2023. The green trian-
gle-post reticle provided pinpoint accuracy. $1,055

DOWN WITH THE BROWN

Anderson and I hunted with Parker Guide Ser-
vice (alaskaboathunts.com). We stayed aboard
Bruce Parker’s 80-foot luxury yacht, the

BENELLI R1

Piston driven, gas
operated, semiautomatic

i o\ (ple1= 338 Win. Mag. (tested)
e capaciTy [EREED
. BARREL [FIHY
LENGTH [EirNlsl
WEIGHT AR
Sjlelel @ Comforlech, synthetic
LENGTH OF PULL EEZ%s}

IEY PE

Matte blued (steel), anod-
ized, (@luminum)

LCTCI @ 4 |bs., 12 oz. (tested)
SCI IR None

VR $1,699

Benelli, 800-264-4962,

benelliusa.com

FINISH

MANUFACTURER
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“Alaskan Harvest.” It was incredible. After losing the first
half of the 10-day hunt due to ferocious rainstorms, the
skies parted. We hit the beach in Parkers skill belore light.

Anderson brought a Gunwerks Skuhl in .375 H&H,
which he used to clobber his mature bruin at 115
yards. One down, one to go.

True to my promise, I went with a Benelli
R1 in .338 Winchester Magnum, topping
it with a Trijicon AccuPoint 3-9x40mm
in Seekins Precision rings. It was the most
bulletproof autoloading setup I envisioned.

The Benelli R1 is a unique design with dual-piston oper-
ation, and a takedown process like a shotgun. In prepa-
ration for this dream hunt, I fired 60 rounds of Custom
Shop 200-grain Trophy Bonded Tips to confirm function
and zero. The R1 never sputtered. As for accuracy, how
well it shoots depends on barrel heat. With a cold bore,
it grouped well for three shots. After additional magnum
powder charges scorch it, the skinny barrel quickly heated
up. Five-shot groups grew to 3 inches.

Before departing for Alaska, I disassembled the R1 and
stuffed it into my Pelican luggage. Once on the Alaskan
Harvest, | reassembled the R1 and hit the beach to confirm
zero. Resting over a driftwood log, I fired three rounds at
100 yards using the tip of Trjicon’s tritium and fiber-optic
green triangle/post reticle. The group was 1% inches.

ONE AND DONE

My opportunity occurred on the same day as Andersons.
Alter processing his bear that morning, we spent the
evening atop a rocky perch overlooking a small salmon
stream and watched multiple bears gorge on sockeye. It
was incredible. Eventually, a dark spot emerged on the
beach of a horseshoe bay. “That’s your bear,” said Parker.
“Let’s cut across and intercept him.”

Hiding the skiff in a narrow cut, we scampered through
a ribbon of trees and emerged on the beach. The bear was
chest-deep in saltwater, so we hustled to a driftwood log
50 yards ahead that would offer a rest.

As the Benellis forend touched the log, the bear
stopped, swung his large head, and stared at us. The last
thing I recall was pasting the green chevron on his vitals.
Atter that, nothing. No salety removal. No trigger squeeze.

—eill, 1

Traditions® Pro Serles offers all the bells and whistles a hunter would be looking for in a firearm. The adjustable cheek piece can
easily be raised or lowered with the turn of a screw and the adjustable length of pull provides spacers that can be added or removed.

You can custom fit these rifles to any shooter. The threaded barrel allows for a muzzle brake to be used to reduce recoil and to stay on

target when the moment comes to squeeze the trigger. Available in NitroFire®, Pursuit™ XT, and Outfitter G3 platforms.

Pick a Pro Series rifie up today and feel where Tradition Meets Technology!

LEARN MORE ABOUT TRADITIONS® PRO SERIES® AT:
WWW.




DON'T RISK YOUR RIGHTS / 2024

Protecting your rights has never been more important
than it is today. Our nation is in crisis, and it has exposed

the politicians who want to strip away our constitutional
freedoms.

Send them a message! Be a voter in the 2024 elections!
In many places, you don’t have to wait until Election Day.

Learn how to take advantage of absentee ballots and early
voting in your state!

Make Your Voice Heard Today!

REGISTER TO VOTE — Go to GUNVOTE.org

Follow #GUNVOTE on: Ns SF
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No recoil or noise from the Custom Shop cartridge. In the

heat of the moment, human brains do funny things. Time
slows. Memories evaporate — or become etched in stone.
the bear without a step, but I have no recollection of that
either.
the summer of 2023, I likely just went on autopilot.
Then again, maybe it wasn’t me pulling the trigger but
young man finally has a great bear of his own.
FEDERAL CUSTOM SHOP
OFFERINGS
ioned
243 Winchester
U n q ue5tlo ne ZEINN .257 Roberts +P
257 Weatherby Magnum
performance _
Seeing beyond 6.5x284 Norma
, .270 Winchester
Exceptionally accurate: 270 WM
' 280 Ackley
Extremely precise. s
/mm PRC
.308 Winchester
300 PRC
300 Winchester Magnum
.338 Federal
.338 Winchester Magnum (tested)
.370 Sako Magnum
51 Flsald
416 Remington Magnum
458 Winchester Magnum

My guide said the 200-grain Trophy Bonded Tip collapsed
On that remote beach in southeast Alaska during
a 13-year-old kid fulfilling a 25-year promise. If so, that
6mm Creedmoor
6.5 Creedmoor
- - 6.5x300 Weatherby Magnum
I n t e Ie .264 Winchester
- .26 Nosler
.284 Winchester
/mm Remington Magnum
.30-'06 Springfield
300 WSM
9.3x62 Mauser
416 Rigby
A58 1ot

470 Nitro Express
.500 Nitro Express

ZEISS Conquest® V4
Riflescopes

Legendary ZEISS glass is combined with highly intuitive reticles, an
External Locking Windage Turret, and Ballistic Stop™ to deliver a
superior optical system that ensures first shot impact — exactly
where you want it.

Check out the new additions to the V4 family, the 3-12x44 Bl 2

and 3-12x56 with Ballistic Stop™.
Scan to learn more:
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SNOWBIRD

MERRIAM'S TURKEY IN A
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- °. BY DONNA BODDINGTON | PHOTOS BY MARK FINGAR
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I WAS THRILLED to be planning
a spring turkey hunt, scheduled to

take place in Wyoming, in May 2024.
Okay, I'm neither an adept nor expert

turkey hunter, but I love it more all
the time. I've been fortunate to hunt

spring gobblers in several parts of the

country. In Wyoming, the birds are
Merriam’s turkey. I've hunted them
betore in southeastern Colorado, but
this would be my first hunt for genu-
ine mountain birds.

Thanks to Aimpoint and Benelli,

the hunt was with a group of women,
all involved in the outdoor and shoot-

ing sports industry in one form or
another. [ knew I'd be in some tough
company. Was [ intimidated? Maybe,
but it didn’t stop me from saying,

“Sure, I'm all in!” I had no clue who any of the other
women were, but [ found out soon enough.

During SHOT Show in January 2024, [ connected with
a few of the ladies going on the hunt. They were team

members of ALPS Out-
doorZ, Aimpoint, Benelli,
and Fiocchi. Unsurprisingly,
their equipment is what

we would use on the hunt.

[ was pleasantly surprised
to learn [ was already
acquainted with a few of the
participants. My intimida-
tion was gone; [ knew this
was gonna be fun.

GETTING THERE

[ arrived in Rapid City,
South Dakota, on May lst.
[ checked the weather,

............

BENELLI
M2 FIELD COMPACT

TYPE Inertia driven,

semiautomatic

12 ga. or 20 ga. (tested),
2%4- or 3-in. chamber

GAUGE

W\ NGIR @ 3+1 rds.

24 in., Crio chokes

BARREL (IC. M. F)

OVERALL

LENGTH 44.25 in.

VS [CIZ 5 |bs., 11 oz.

1o l8 @ Black synthetic, compact

B\ R NOIR VIR 13.125 in.

FINISH Anodized (aluminum),

matte blue (steel)

N IBM Red bar (front)

VIR $1,499

Benelli USA, 800-264-
4962, benelliusa.com

IMPORTER

The recoil tube and spring can be accessed by removing the
recoil pad. The grip features Benelli's AirTouch checkering.

which, according to the Weather
Channel app, was looking great. Not
too hot, not too cold. The torecast
was “just right” with spring days and
cool mountain air at night. I was
looking forward to a mellow hunt.
Birds gobbling back to calls, strutting,
and amusing behavior make gobbler
season what it is.

At Rapid City, [ meet Lanny Barnes,
three-time Olympic biathlete. Barnes
and [ were the last to arrive. Through
most of a long day, it was uncertain
it I'd make it there at all. We rode
together, about a 214 hour jaunt to

Trophy Ridge Outfitters (trophyridgeoutfitters.com) in
Carlile, Wyoming. Located along the Bell Fourche River,
a tributary of the Cheyenne River, we hunted the western
edge of the Bear Lodge Mountains. It was a beautiful back-

drop for the hunt. Merri-
am’s turkey are also found
out on the high plains, but
this would be a real moun-
tain turkey experience.

We unloaded and met
up with the rest of the
hunters: Andrea Cerwinske
ol Aimpoint; Diana Rupp,
editor-in-chief of Sports

Afield magazine; Rose Bier,
NRA; Anna Eckelcamp

of ALPS OutdoorZ: and
Kim Calahan and Mark

Sidelinger of Media Direct.
Sidelinger billed himself



For more than 4a years, surekire innovation has delivered cutting-edge solutions to high-
stakes problems. The ocout Light® Pro series of long gun weaponlights provides the most
low-profile and flexible mounting solution on the market. Surekire SUCOM suppressors
won the most extensive suppressor trial ever conducted and have an impeccable service
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Pressing the button releases the bolt to move forward. A
spring-powered rotating bolt head assists in operation, making
sure that a shell seats even when the action is closed slowly.

as an “Honorary Woman Card Holder.” Excluding the
guides, he was the only male in the hunting group. I was
happy to be there.

Since Barnes and I
arrived well after dark,
there was no chance to
confirm our zeros and
pattern. We need to be
afield before daybreak, so
Sidelinger sighted in our
M2 Compact 20 gauges on
loan from Benelli.

SHOTGUN, SIGHT, & AMMO
The M2 patterned well,
and was zeroed using the
new Aimpoint Acro S-2
9-MOA red dot for a sight
($755, aimpoint.us). It was
mounted to the rib.

Another hiccup: I'm a southpaw. The Benelli M2 Field
20-gauge shotgun wasn’t available in a left-hand config-
uration, so [ used the M2 Field with a compact stock.
They make a left-hand M2 in the Field Classic config-
uration utilizing Benelli’s ComforTech stock ($1,499,
benelliusa.com).

American hunting has changed. In the 1960s, Amer-

Controls around the triggerguard are simple. Behind the trigger
is a crossbolt safety. At the front is the bolt catch.

With the charging handle, handguard and barrel removed, the
bolt assembly can be extracted from the front of the receiver.

The loading port wears a brass finish, and grooves at the front of
the triggerguard guide shells into the magazine tube.

ica’s turkey population
was still in a comeback
mode. There was less
opportunity, few turkey
hunters, and little thought
as to what constituted a
“turkey gun” or a “turkey
load.” Benelli was founded
in 1967, the year Bruno
Civolani’s Inertia-Driven
System was introduced. It
earned — and has retained
\ — a reputation for being
one of the most reliable
semiautomatic shotgun
actions ever developed.
With spring gobbler season now a main event for mil-
lions of American hunters, the 2013 launch of the M2
Field shotgun was impactiul to middle-class America.
Among semiauto shotgun enthusiasts, Benelli shotguns
are revered for upland game, waterfowl, and turkey.
With turkey hunting continuing to grow in popularity,
chokes and ammunition got better. Not so long ago,
turkey guns were at least 12-gauge and hunters sought
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Aimpoint Acro S-2 mounts to most shotguns with ventilated ribs. Using a red dot
extends eye relief, providing increased situational awareness and precise aiming. $755

the heaviest loads, and only expert
shooters would have considered
hunting turkey with 20-gauge guns.
A Georgia bird using another 20-
gauge Benelli was my first expe-
rience with Tungsten Super Shot
(TSS). It’s game-changing.

Cerwinske and I hunted with Eric
Dunn, our guide. The “get-in-the-
truck” time was 3:30 a.m. (Ugh.) We
needed to drive to another area in the
mountains about an hour away. Dunn
wanted to be in place an hour belore
the birds would come ofil the roosts.
We loaded up and drove through an
unexpectedly dense fog.

[t took longer than expected to get
there, so daybreak was just start-
ing when we were in position. That

- ' -_.k.. ¥

The top of the M2 receiver sports serra-
tions that guide a shooter’s eyes to the rib
in alignment with the front bead sight.

wasn’t the plan, but that’s hunting.
We silently navigated our way to a
pop-up blind and settled in. The fog
changed the birds’ schedule, too. We
called, sat and waited — the usual
things you do on a turkey hunt. But
the birds weren’t vocal. Apparently,
they weren’t interested in what we
had to offer.

Well, there were still another
couple of days to hunt. When we
got back to camp, three of the ladies
had tagged out. Gorgeous Merriam’s
gobblers with that breed’s beautitul
white-tipped tail feathers. Good for
them! The rest of us looked forward
to waking up for more brutally early
mornings. Maybe I'd luck out tomorrow,
[ thought.

The front sight is a red fiber-optic made

by LPA in ltaly. Flush Crio chokes and a
wrench are included with the M2 Field.
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The next day, the weather refused to comply with the gobbler responded and came our way — gosh, they move
optimistic forecast. Cerwinske went with one of the other tast — [ kept him in my sight and squeezed the trigger. He
guides since some hunters were done, and Wyoming is dropped right there and didn’t move.

a one-bird state. The next morning was much the same

routine: Up a little earlier in case of fog, and drive to the FIELD TESTED

same area in the mountains. There was no fog, so that was ~ The Wyoming turkey hunt wasn’t my first experience
encouraging. We actually got there with plenty of time, using an Aimpoint red-dot sight. I've used an Aimpoint on
so we made our way hiking in pitch dark. After hiking a ritle to take Cape bullalo — a big and dark target — and
up and down a few hills, we settled into a grove of trees. ['ve used them at the range on various pistols. The Acro

[ was set up leaning against a tree trunk, feeling steady S-2 is a small design that will attach to most shotguns’

and ready. Daybreak started out calm
and quiet, but the wind kicked up
by sunrise, making sure we knew it
was there. Sunshine never made an
appearance, and [ was downright
tflabbergasted when it started to lightly
snow! The possibility of snow on

a spring turkey hunt never crossed
my mind. Sadly, conditions only got
worse as the morning progressed.
Even so, we stayed put, called and
shivered for about 3 hours. Dunn
made the decision to move; [ was
happy to get back to the truck to
warm up.

We drove around and stopped.
Dunn called while I thawed. We even-
tually heard a hen cluck back, so we
decided to park and walk to an open
meadow. The treeline was about 60 to
70 yards. We anchored ourselves in
a small group of saplings. Dunn was
facing one way, and I another, back to
back, but on two difterent small trees.
[t was snowing hard and crossways
with fierce wind. After about an hour
of freezing, while sitting still and
trying to stay alert, Dunn tapped my
shoulder. Turning around was a task,
but [ managed somehow and saw a
nice gobbler strutting in the storm.
He was 30 yards away, maybe.

All T could think was, How am I going
to do this without spooking him? With not
much cover, gradually, [ got up on my
knees and hid partially behind Dunn
and the trees. Applying maximum
effort to be motionless, Dunn called
again to get the bird to move in our
direction. I still needed to shoulder
the Benelli with as little movement as
possible. Luckily for me, the gobbler
wasn't focused on us. Steadily, I shoul-

dered the compact shotgun and found
the gobbler with the red dot. As the
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ventilated rib. The mount features
interchangeable baseplates. The sight
mounts very low. The idea is, once
mounted, there is no change to how
the shotgun feels or how you obtain
a sight picture. When you mount the
shotgun, instead of the looking down
a rib to see bead, you only place the
bright red dot over the target. Oh,
yes, it’s bright!

Aimpoints previous shotgun sight,
the S-1, had a large 6-MOA dot. The
Acro S-2 is even larger, featuring a
9-MOA dot. With 10 settings, the
highest, brightest setting is great for
sunny days and bright-white condi-
tions. Using the Acro S-2 on a turkey
hunt made it much faster to acquire
the big dot — despite the extended
eye relief for being on the rib — place
it on the target and get the job done.

MORE TESTING

Unfortunately, the latest M2 Field
shotguns are not available with a left-
handed action. (I hope Benelli comes

Christmas Gift
Kor Hlm'
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$49.95 [

Exp. Dec. 31

Deluxe Aluminum

GUN CLEANING KIT

out with one, though!) Still, I tested
and shot the 20-gauge M2 with and
without the Acro S-2 at the Cameo

Shooting and Education Complex in
Grand Junction, Colorado. The new
stock features Benellis micro-cell
recoil pad, allowing adjustments for
length of pull. The longer grip surface
on the forend facilitates people of all
sizes with a supportive grip. [ also
found the M2 20-gauge easier to

load due to the expanded port on the
bottom metal.

Using the same Fiocchi Golden
Turkey TSS shotshells [ hunted with,
[ successtully confirmed zero and
tightly patterned the barrel — with
and without the red-dot sight — from
20 to 40 yards.

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE SHOT.

State bans on lead shot for waterfowl
hunting started in the late 1980s.
That drove innovation for new types
of shot. Today, there are various lead-
[ree options, several using alloys of
tungsten, which is denser than lead.
Fiocchi — and other firms — are
incorporating Tungsten Super Shot
(TSS). T'used Fiocchi’s Golden Turkey
TSS 3-inch load in my 20 gauge,
which sends a 1%s-ounce payload

of No. 9 out of the barrel at 1,225
feet per second (Ips). It may be the
deadliest bird-hunting package ever
conceived for a 20 gauge. TSS allows

smaller shot sizes, more pellets in

a pattern, and produces amazing
penetration. Costing around $50 for
a box of five, TSS is expensive. [ val-
idated the expense when considering
the investment made to hunt spring
turkey. You may only have a one-shot
opportunity, and [ don’t want to trust
that to an inferior shotshell.

Most upland bird and many
waterfowl hunters consider TSS shells
too costly, but turkey hunting is a
different game. All thats needed are a
couple of shells to verily the pattern
and zero, and one for the bird. A
spring gobbler is more of a trophy
hunt than a meat hunt, and some of
us have to travel halfway across the
country to for that one-shot opportu-
nity at a gobbler.

Dense, heavy TSS shot means that
loads can carry smaller pellets, creat-
ing denser patterns than ever possi-
ble. The Fiocchi Golden Turkey TSS I
used, killed my bird instantly. It was
dead as any turkey I've ever seen. It
went straight down without a kick.

This girls’ hunting trip ended with
great success. Despite unexpected
weather, six out of seven hunters had
killed nice gobblers. All-around, the
outfitter was good, the country was
good, and we each had quality gear.

That’s not to mention the skills of a

lively group of ladies. [

PHOTO: MEDIA DIRECT
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Springfield Armory 1911 DS Prodigy Comp AOS 9mm

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY’S 1911 pistols Though forging steel is a traditional
continue to evolve as a testament to the method used in firearm manufacturing,

genius of John M. Browning and the compa-  Springfield Armory precisely shapes the

ny's ability to adapt the fundamental charac- corners and flats through modern CNC

teristics of the design with modern man- machining. The carbon-steel forged slide
1133343 ufacturing to maintain its relevance. The features tight tolerances that require
;5318 1911 DS Prodigy Comp AOS in 9mm is new little fitting, which is protected by a black
for 2024 and is an interesting development.  Cerakote finish. As is the trend, the 1911

i »«g ,a- Thoughiitis a 1911, Springfield Armory DS Prodigy Comp features an optics-ready
ji’ has equipped it with every contemporary slide, incorporating the Agency Optics

’*"’iﬂ? demand of a pistol that could be used in System (AQOS). Its billet steel plates accept
e competition or drawn from a duty holster. most popular optics. The optics cut and

The slide, frame and barrel are all made plate were designed in collaboration
of forged steel. "Forged steel” means steel  with Agency Arms, which has
~ 7% billet that's shaped using mechanical force.  proven to be one of the

' Crushed by hammers, the structure of the strongest and most
steel is denser. Forging is an ancient pro- adaptable mount-
cess, but it continues to offer benefits such  ing systems
as improved strength and wear resistance.  available.
At the molecular level, the steel fibers are
tight and uniform in direction. The forged
steel skeleton makes the 1911

DS Prodigy a durable
platform.
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Recoil operated, single action,
hammer fired, semiautomatic
17 rds. or 20 rds.

(10-rd. magazines optional)
Sin., ported, 1:10-in. twist
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1.51n

2 lbs., 1 oz. (tested)
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800-680-6866,
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and 20-round magazines, it maintains familiar controls and function.
Being a 1911, it can be safely carried “cocked and locked.”

i i 1 1 ; i-"” o ey SR AT -j:-‘_-".’r'; A0 =i ;
Back-up iron sights co-witness in === ey <

the lower-third of the optic. The
front is a tritium night sight.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES
AQOS steel adapter plates sport integral rear sights that
align with the front sight and co-witness with the optic in
the lower third. The front night sight is dovetailed into the
slide behind the port, shortening the pistol’s sight radius.

Through the years, the 1911 has changed to embrace
certain trends. Springfield Armory has been one of the
trendsetters on this subject. Its
Prodigy slide offers both front and
rear angled serrations. The ejection
port has been lowered and flared, a
modification popularized in the 1970s
and '80s. The Prodigy also features
an internal extractor, which highlights
the ongoing “Internal vs. External
Extractor” debate. It's safe to say
that a quality internal extractor, when
properly fit, functions reliably. It also
streamlines the look of a 1911, adding
to its overall aesthetics.

The 1911 DS Prodigy Comp is dis-
tinctive for its integral compensator.
lt's a cutout machined into the front

The 17-round magazine offers nearly a flush-fit. The 20-round
extended magazine extends below the magazine well.

The triggerguard features a screw that
secures the polymer grip module to the
frame. The front of the triggerguard is tex-
tured. A high-grip undercut is underneath.

The grip and flared magazine well is polymer. A molded stippling
covers the entire grip surface including the sides, frontstrap and
backstrap. The high-grip, middle-finger touchpoint is smooth.

of the barrel and through
the slide at the 12 o'clock
position, just ahead of the
front sight. When fired, gas
vents upward through the
compensator to counter
muzzle rise. The benefit
keeps the slide level during
cycling, permitting faster
aiming and follow-up shots.
) Recently, compensators
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ar, even on carry pistols.

Springfield Armory took an

extra step by incorporating

the feature into its Prodigy

pistols. These are one of the few comp’d 1911s costing

less than $2,000. Unlike pistols having external compen-

sators, the integrated compensator retains the look of the

gun and supports compatibility with the plethora of 1911

holster options.

The Prodigy barrel design and guiderod assembly

are examples of the departure from Browning's original

intent. Gone is the traditional barrel

bushing. The 1911 DS Prodigy Comp

carries a bull barrel and full-length,

two-piece guiderod. Field stripping

is straightforward, but different than
traditional 1911s that sometimes
require a bushing wrench. Here, a %32
Allen wrench is used to disassemble
the guiderod assembly. With the guid-
erod and spring out, the barrel can be
removed. The 1911 DS Prodigy Comp
pistols are available with either 4%- or
5-inch barrels. For those who don't
have time to perform a press check to
inspect the chamber’s condition, the
barrel does feature a notch cutout at
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the rear of the barrel hood to glance
for brass. Underneath, Springtield
Armory's approach retains Browning’s
swinging barrel link. The 1911 DS
Prodigy Comp is chambered in 9mm
so it also utilizes a ramped, forged
stainless-steel barrel with a 1-in-16-
inch twist rate. The muzzle is com-
plete with an 11-degree target crown.

MORE AMMO

The primary feature that makes 1911
DS Prodigy series a standout in

the market is the double-stack (DS)
design. The Comp version includes

the polymer grip module to accom-
modate the double-stack mags.
Where legal, the 1911 DS Prodigy is
delivered with 17- and 20-round metal
magazines made in the U.S. by DuraMag (https://dura-
mag.com) exclusively for Springfield Armory. For restricted
locations, 10-round magazines are provided. Inside, the
magazines feature Everflex springs and advanced geome-
try followers, which are advertised to be more reliable than
other magazines of this type. Understanding that a double-
stack 1911 is only as good as its magazine, Springfield

Angled front slide serrations allow for a
“press-check,” partially retracting the slide
to inspect for a cartridge in the chamber.

Armory's partnering with DuraMag
was a wise choice.

The 1911 DS Prodigy grip mod-
ule is molded with the company'’s
Adaptive Grip Texturing (AGT),
which first appeared on the Hellcat
models. When viewed under magni-
fication, AGT looks like the surface
of a studded tire. The “adaptive”
design locks tightly into the hand
the harder it is squeezed, but it isn't
as aggressive as the blockier texture
patterns of older XD pistols. AGT is
more effective. AGT acceptance on
the Hellcat prompted the company
to add it across the line of Prodigy
pistols. Except for a smooth section
on the trigger undercut, and under
the middle finger of the strong-hana
grip, AGT wraps around the grip module.

RANGE EVALUATION

If you've fired a 1911 before, you'll have no trouble adapt-
ing to the 1911 DS Prodigy Comp’s controls. There's an
extended bilateral thumb safety and a reversible magazine
release located just behind the triggerguard. There's also

T0 PRODUCE AMMUNITION TO AN EXTREMELY HIGH STANDAQP
FROM THAT WE DEVELOPED A REPUTATION.
A REPUTATION WE HAVE TO LIVE UP TO EVERY DAY.

Yl]LI LL NE ER V1331

UNTEE'YOUDO.

HIP

e Ammunition
—

WWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM
fliei] >

TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU,
PLEASE CALL 800.568.6625




LUPU BOLT-ACTION RIFLE

Sub MOA accuracy, advanced ergonomics and recoil-
reducing comfort are engineered into this innovative
chassis-style rifle. Now, with the addition of Benelli’s
Industry-leading BE.S.T. treatment, it is unmatched
when It comes to corrosion and abrasion resistance
In the field. To find out more, visit Benelli USA.com.

smBenelli
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a grip safety with extended beavertail and memory bump,
classic design cues for 1911s made since the '70s. The
hammer and trigger are skeletonized, too, and the Vide-
ki-type trigger includes an adjustable trigger stop. More
of a trend since the availability of dedicated pistol lights in
the mid-2000s, there 1911 DS Prodigy offers a full-length
dust cover with a five-slot accessory rail.

The grip module is excellent, and the AGT texture pro-
vided a secure hold. This was appreciated while trying to
play a fast-paced tune on steel plates. Even the most ham
handed among found a good grip. The subtle magazine

well offered just enough feedback to perform rapid, blind
magazine changes.

G&A's test gun arrived with a Vortex Defender-ST 3
MOA red dot installed on an AOS plate ($470, vortexop-
tics.com). However, if an optic ever fails, the back-up iron
sights on the AOS plate and coverplate are excellent.

Reliability was excellent with this gun, as well. The trig-
ger was, well, “meh.” The trigger measured at 5 pounds,
4 ounces, heavier than all of us expected. It may lighten
after a longer break-in period, but it didn't for G&A's staff
after nearly 1,000 rounds of testing. The pistol appeared

to have been shot prior to its arrival,

: ' ; l‘.‘-}l:‘: l
s ekt ) * .'
;f--"'| - "

If you've been waiting to enter the world of pistol- mounted opttcs

the excuses are gone. Riton has a full assortment of re

Open and closed emitters, common footprints, and prices that

eliminate any excuse you have to be tied to your iron sights.

Rl TCln

SEE THE DIFFERENC

so it should have worn in. Accuracy
wasn't significantly affected, though.
The smallest five-shot group at 25
yards measured 1.4 inches. Three of
the loads tested managed at least
one group under 2 inches.

TAKEAWAYS

To sum up the shooting experience

in a single word, one Guns & Ammo
staff member described the 1911 DS
Prodigy as being “smooth.” Slide-to-
frame fit on our sample was superb. In
fact, the slide on the 1911 DS Prodigy
Comp AQOS cycled as if it was hand fit
—but it's not. The only secret is very
good machining.

Aiding the experience was the
integral compensator. It hampered
muzzle rise, allowing shooters to
stay on target. The 1911 DS Prodigy
Comp is a very flat-shooting pistol, so
it was easy to maintain sight picture

during rapid-fire drills. The comp
was most effective when shooting +P
loads, due to the added pressure and
velocity. Recoil felt similar to shooting
standard-velocity rounds. In the give-
and-take world of physics, there was
increased muzzleblast, but, despite
the loud bark, the 33-ounce 1911 DS
Prodigy Comp was one of the easiest
guns to shoot accurately and quickly,
which added to our enjoyment. You
can’t help but to feel like a better
shooter with this gun in your hands.
The real shocker isn't that there is
a double-stack 1911 pistol available.
We tondly remember the defunct
Para Ordnance 1911s. However, this
gun carries an MSRP of $1,599, which
is substantially lower than most of
its competitors. The Staccato P has

an MSRP of $2,499. The 1911 DS
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Prodigy Comp AQOS lacks a few of the Staccato P features,
such as the clever tool-less takedown guiderod. And there
are other alternative double-stack 1911s: Kimber KDS9%¢
Rail ($1,903) and the Military Armament Corp. MAC 1911
Double Stack 9mm ($1,099); neither available with a 5-inch

barrel. Though other 1911s are less expensive than the
1911 DS Prodigy Comp, the polymer grip, optic interface,
and sights inferior to Springfield Armory’s. The Kimber

Is more expensive and weighs a little less. In favor of the
Springfield Armory 1911 DS Prodigy Comp is the integral
compensator, which makes it shoot flatter, faster.

Ay
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i
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PERFORMANCE

Federal Hydra-Shok Deep 135-gr. JHP
Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. JHP
Fiocchi Range Dynamics 147-gr. FMJ
Hornady American Gunner 115-gr. JHP
Fiocchi Training Dynamics 115-gr. FMJ

Notes: Accuracy is the average of five five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed rest.
Velocity is the average of 10 shots recorded by LabRadar adjacent to the muzzle.

The 5-inch version of the 1911 DS Prodigy Comp AOS
weighed 33 ounces, unloaded. The 4%-inch-barrel version
weighs 32Y2 ounces. It is slightly more than the competit-
ing alternatives. Others weigh around 30 ounces. All of
these pistols weigh far less than a traditional steel-frame
single-stack Government Model, which typically averages
around 39 ounces. Dimensionally, the 1911 DS Prodigy
measured 8Y2-inches long, 52-inches tall, and 1.45-inches
wide across the controls.

Overall, the Springfield Armory 1911 DS Prodigy Comp
AOS proved itself to be an excellent pistol. It offers the
handling characteristics that shooters like about the single-
action 1911, but with modern amenities that allow it to
aggressively compete with today’s trending, optic-ready,

double-stack 1911s.
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CONNECT

Shining the spotlight on shooting sports.

GOING
FOR GOLD

THE 2024 OLYMPICS have come

and gone, and with it came a surge
of interest in the overlooked fields of
sport. In particular, Olympic shooting
drew attention with some credit to
televised coverage of five events: Air
Pistol and Air Rifle, Smallbore, Trap
and Skeet. However, Turkish national
Yusuf Dikec went viral online and
found himself the topic of mainstream
news and social media for his unorth-
odox appearance during the 10-meter
Mixed Air Pistol event. While other
shooters wore specialized eyewear,
ear protection, and clothing, Dikec
won a silver medal in a t-shirt, glasses,
and with some earplugs, all while
striking a relaxed pose with one hand
in his pocket. The juxtaposition of
these competitors lent to jokes and
memes, but it also brought shooting
sports into national conversation.

The guns we tend to use for practice
or recreational shooting often cham-
ber more powerful cartridges than
the match rimfire and air-gun pellets.
Smallbore rifle competitors use unusual
bolt-action .22 ritles with adjustable
diopters for sights — no magnification.
Similarly, smallbore pistol competitions
feature a semiautomatic five-round

BACK TO SCHOOL

Garry James describes how to get into
shooting athletics, a gunsmithing career,
or a general ballistic course ot study.
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NONCHALANT SILVER MEDAL

Representing Turkey, Yusuf Dikec gained
recognition for his relaxed, casual attire and
demeanor while winning a silver medal in
the 2024 Olympic 10-meter air pistol event.

magazine with a custom hand-shaped
grip. For both standard and air pistols,
shots are taken using one hand and a
bladed stance to minimize the body’s
influence of one’s natural point of aim.
International competition rules
are different than conventional sport
shooting in the U.S. Unlike competi-
tions such as the Precision Rifle Series
(PRS), calibers are are smaller and

distances shorter. The results from
Olympic competition are compared in
the thousands of an inch.
Manufacturers want to lower
the barrier to entry to competitive
shooting to attract more shooters.
Students can still become involved
and compete for collegiate scholar-

MAINSTREAM PRECISION

More atfordable precision ritles are low-
ering the barrier of entry to the world of
long-range competition shooting.

X @GunsAndAmmoMag ‘
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ANTONIO ACITELLI

ships, also. Olympic shotgun shooting
may be more familiar to the average
American, given the over/under
12-gauge shotguns appear similar to
conventional versions. USA Shooting
excelled in this category, winning

four of its five medals in Skeet. Sagen
Maddalena won silver in the Women's
50-meter Smallbore Rifle event.

While some guns are niche to each
event, Olympic-style shooting can
offer great opportunities to pro-
spective students. Learn more about
competitive shooting programs at
https://competitions.nra.org; https://
usashooting.org; mysctp.com; https://
sssfonline.org; and nssf.org.

What shooting sports do you feel
are too often overlooked? Send us
your thoughts by emailing gaeditor@
outdoorsg.com. [

In response to the gunsandammo.com
article, “10 Guns I'd Like to Own”:
Here are a few that are on my list (and some
I do own):

e 1911 smithed by Armand Swenson

e Unfired World War I Luger

e .45 ACP Luger (still looking for one)

e Walther PPKs in all factory calibers

e M1 Carbine with original [olding stock

e S&W Model 10 with HKPD markings

(wish I had not sold mine)

I enjovyed the article. These are a few of the
collectibles I own and won't ever sell, or
that I am still looking for. Guns and cars are
better investments than the stock market,
and are a lot more fun to own and use! I
have doubled my investments in both every
10 years. Buy smart, do regular mainte-
nance, enjoy them, and then let someone
else have that enjoyment next. My kids and
grandkids will one day get to enjoy several
of my priges.
— Dan H., Richland, Washington

Respond to articles, find community and join the conversation in the Guns & Ammo forums and by engaging with us on social media:

@ gaeditor@outdoorsg.com
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SPENT CASES

Ammunition is a commodity.

HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH?

“GUN-LOVING BAYSIDE MAN pays the price for hoarding
huge arsenal of weapons and 50,000 rounds in his home,”

the headline read. New York police had raided a man's resi-
dence, confiscating 45 rifles, 23 handguns and a pair of pel-
let guns, along with the aforementioned ammo. | recognize

M@%

that, to the casual reader
of “QNS” in Queens, this

might seem like an unfath-

omable collection of fire-
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arms, but among many of
my friends this individual’s

stockpile wouldn't raise an
eyebrow.

Just as | sat down to
begin writing this column,

UPS delivered 5,000
rounds of .22 LR ammo to

my front door. It was on

sale — with free shipping.

(I couldn’t resist the deal.)
Earlier during the week,
while looking around my
office for a book that I'd misplaced, | found a dozen boxes
of .450-400 Nitro Express in a cabinet, 3-inch Hornady
Dangerous Game Series (DGS) loads. According to PETA,
there are only 69 circus elephants living in the U.S., so an

anti-hunter might argue that I'm a tad over-stocked in that
department.

| don’t have a clue how much ammunition | own. Reload-
ing supplies? Forget it; I've been picking up brass ana
buying components since | was a teenager.

A good friend of mine, who is by no means wealthy,
had so much ammo in his townhouse that when he moved
cross-county for a new job, it required its own moving
truck. Once loaded, the tires looked as it they were about
to pop. (He buys Chapstick in-bulk, too.)

My niece, who shoots sporting clays at the collegiate
level, goes through as many as 25,000 rounds per year
between practice and competition. That's a single target
load through one shotgun in the pursuit of excellence for
her sport. A few years ago, Dave Sevigny, champion pistol

shooter, told me that he shot some 25,000 rounds per
year. Twenty-time Bianchi Cup Champion and PRS shooter
Doug Koenig reported shooting as many as 60,000 rounds
in years past; these days he's down to shooting 20,000.
The reality is that shooters shoot, and shooting requires
ammunition. Those
of us who have been
through more than one

i e it I DON‘T L'IKE TD ammo shortage tend
1 ﬁYALE:EgHEgKR% to buy a b’it more than
B we need, just in case

future supplies dry-up.
During the shortages
that began in 2020, |
was shocked to hear that
many hunters couldn’t go
afield because they were
unable to buy the proper
ammunition. That will
never happen to me.

I’'m not aware of any
laws restricting the
amount of ammunition that an individual can own, but |

did locate a model bill drafted by the Public Leadership
" The

language is based on a failed U.S. Senate bill drafted by

Institute called the “Firearms Arsenal Disclosure Act.

Bernie Horn, a political consultant and former lobbyist for
Handgun Control, Inc., now known as the “Brady Cam-

paign.”
than 20 firearms or more than 1,000 rounds of ammunition

The bill would restrict individuals from owning more

unless they are an FFL holder or file an annual Firearms
Arsenal Disclosure form with the attorney general. Horn has
advocated that, if Congress doesn't pass such a law, the
states should move ahead. Don’t worry, the proposed pen-
alty caps out at a mere 1 year in jail and a fine of $50,000.

Folks like Horn don't understand shooters, and they
certainly don't understand what it takes to compete in the
shooting sports. For many of us, keeping an adequate
supply of ammunition is a practical convenience and not
something sinister. How much ammo is too much? | say let
your budget decide. [

ILLUSTRATION: A. F. BRANCO
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Streamlined profile and large polymer tip combine
for ideal ballistic characteristics

Accelerated bullet expansion creates rapid energy

transfer for devastating trauma
BIGGER TIP. BIGGE]

Contoured jacket with tapered profile and alloyed
lead core ensure terminal penetration
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WHERE CAN | BUY WINCHESTER AMMUNITION?
Visit Winchester.com to find a dealer near you!
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WHAT ALL GUNS SHOULD BE"™
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The Carbon Compact is the latest addition to the R7 family. Built around the
industry-leading performance carry trigger, the new C.C. provides maximum
repeatability and tremendous accuracy. It features a standard 3.9" barrel
or a 4.42" threaded barrel. It also features a completely redesigned frame
infused with carbon fiber for added durability, and a high undercut provides
superb ergonomics and control. Kimber's hallmark side ejection port and
no-snag design combine to create a sleek concealed carry firearm ideal
for personal protection. Reloading is smooth and effortless with the

extended, flared magwell that houses a 15-round magazine.

CARBON COMPACT CARBON COMPACT CARBON COMPACT CARBON COMPACT
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