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FIRST SHOT

/Y.

he products and techniques
we use to aim firearms and
send bullets exactly where
we want them to go are, quite
possibly, the most overlooked and un-
derappreciated aspects of what we do as
shooters.

Think about it. Guns are interesting,
and more often than not theye at-
tractive. Plus, they're fun. Guns are the
workhorse of the entire system because
they send the bullets. They create the
action.

And bullets are, though to a lesser
degree, just as fascinating. I'll argue that
they'e just as attractive as guns and
no less fascinating. What a bullet does
upon entering a specific medium—were
talking terminal ballistics here—is often
nothing short of magical. Yes, its design
and science, but its still magical.

And then we have the tie that binds
... the aiming solutions—the gear we
need that helps us help the gun deliver
the bullet exactly where we need it to
go. The optics.

Sure, riflescopes are sexy, and when
you pair the right scope with the right
rifle that not only shoots precisely but

6| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2025

AIM SMALL

looks great ... man, its artwork.

But it's been my experience that many
shooters think of their aiming solutions
last ... and especially when it comes to
open sights. The riflescope you choose
is so much more than simply the mag-
nification range it offers. Hell, even the
open sights of today would make your
grandpas jaw drop.

But this issue is different. This issue
in your hands is focused on the rifle-
scopes, red-dots and open sights that so
thanklessly send those bullets where we
need them to go. From a feature article
on the best single optic to crossover be-
tween sub- and super-sonic builds, to a
deep dive into all the red-dot footprints
out there, its collected within these
pages.

So, sit back, enjoy ... and aim small.
GDTM
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RAPID FIRE // KNOW YOUR CARTRIDGE FROM GUN DIGEST’S CARTRIDGES OF THE WORLD. ORDER AT GUNDIGESTSTORE.COM.

HISTORICAL NOTES
The .219 Zipper was brought out in 1937
by Winchester for its Model 64 lever-ac-
tion rifle, which was a modernization of
the Model 94. This combination (as with
the .218 Bee in the Model 65) did not
prove suthciently accurate for long-range
shooting on small targets and, in addi-
tion, did not allow the proper mounting
of telescopic sights. Winchester discon-
tinued the Model 64 after World War I1.

The last commercial rifle chambered
for the cartridge was Marlins Model 336
lever action, discontinued in this cham-
bering in 1961. A number of custom-
made single-shot and Krag-Jorgensen
rifles have been made for the .219 Zipper.
[ts not and never has been very popular,
and its based on the necked-down .25-35
WCEF case.

Winchester dropped the .219 Zipper
in 1962, and Remington followed shortly
thereafter.

GENERAL COMMENTS
[n a good, solid-frame single-shot or
bolt-action rifle, the .219 Zipper is just
as accurate as any other high-velocity
22 in its class. Since it was designed for
tubular magazines, all factory-loaded
ammunition is furnished with flat- or
round-nosed bullets, and this causes
rapid velocity loss.

Although overshadowed by the .222
Remington, its still an entirely satis-
factory small game, varmint or target
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The way of the dinosaur.

cartridge. Given carefully prepared am-
munition in a properly functioning lever
action, performance of this cartridge
and rifle combination is limited more
by the necessary use of blunt bullets
than by intrinsic accuracy constraints.
Such a combination is certainly capable
of 200-yard shots on vermin, which is
stretching what most shooters can do
with iron sights anyway; beyond that
range, velocity drops off so fast that
trajectory limits usefulness, even given
a telescopic sight.

This is one of the few American
cartridges that functions well through
the British Lee-Enfield action. Some of
these rifles have been rebarreled and
altered to handle the Zipper. Anecdotal

information from several serious shoot-
ers who have bothered to wring out the
cartridges accuracy in the Model 64 sug-
gests that Winchester should have spent
more effort on ammunition quality.

In 2022, the Zipper was loaded as
complete ammunition by a few custom
shops. Hendershots Extreme Custom
Ammunition listed 45- and 55-grain bul-
let weights with properly headstamped
brass. Reeds Ammunition & Research
listed loads for 40-, 50-, 55- and 60-grain
V-Max bullets and 46-grain flat-nose soft
points suitable for use in lever actions, as
well as Zipper brass. Buffalo Arms Co.
also loaded the 46-grain ammunition.
MidwayUSA.com also listed .219 Zipper
brass. GDTM

219 ZIPPER LOADING DATA AND FACTORY BALLISTICS

BULLET

45 SP IMR4320 30.0
45 SP BL-C 27.0
45 SP H380 30.5
20 SP IMR3031 26.0
50 SP H380 31.0
25 SP IMR4320 29.0
55SP H380 30.0
S5 SP IMR4320 27.0
60 SP IMR4064 28.0
60 SP H380 31.0
45 Hornady HP FL -

55 Sierra HP FL -

3,600 1,295 Hornady

3,400 1,152 Hornady

3,500 1,224 Sierra

3,400 1,284 Sierra

3.900 1,360 Hornady, Sierra
3,300 1,330 Hornady, Sierra
3,300 1,330 Hornady, Sierra
3,300 1,330 Sierra

3,300 1,451 Hornady

3,300 1,451 Hornady

3,400 - Hendershot’s
3,300 - Hendershot’s

GUNDIGEST.COM



BUILT TO CONQUER
THE TOUGHEST CONDITIONS

4

" i .
-“ —
-
]

(e

ALPIN
VODEL 307
(/) WEATHERBY 7

e
i

SCAN TO LEARN MORE OR VISIT:
www.weatherby.com



Any Way
ou Want It

Forreal. The Scythe STM is super modular, making it perfect for all

sorts of hosts. Use our quick-attach ASR Mount or the shorter Direct
Thread Mount. Swap the front cap for a Flat Front Cap orrun the
radical Bravo Anchor Brake.

Whatever the need, the Scythe STM is your new go-to.




Long Config

Bravo
ASR Mount

Bravo Flat
Anchor Brake

Long Config

Bravo Direct
Thread Mount

Bravo Flat
Front Cap

Short Config

Bravo
ASR Mount

Bravo Titanium
Anchor Brake

Short Config

Bravo Direct
Thread Mount

Bravo Flat
Front Cap



DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING

THE
MOUNTAIN

GUN

evolvers do not get a lot
of interest these days. We
could argue the reasons
for this, but I think it’s
apparent that modern shooters are
more interested in compact 9mm
handguns, which are lighter, easier to
shoot and hold more ammunition.
But this world has not changed that
much, and a good revolver is just as
viable of a tool as it was back during
Prohibition when my grandfather was
packing a Smith & Wesson Model 10.
A new revolver that caught my eye is

the S&W Model 686 Plus Mountain
Gun from Lipseys.

When I became a police officer in
1992, I was issued a Smith & Wes- _ r
son Model 686 with a 4-inch barrel. |
Oddly, everyone else in my depart-
ment was armed with a Glock Model / p
22, because the department had just i
transitioned from the 686 to the p
Glock. The problem was they did
not have enough Glocks to go
around.

So, I got the revolver
andimtiact, it was
the handgun I
used when
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DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING
/(Y

The 686 Plus Mountain Gun from Lipsey’s holds
seven, as opposed to six, rounds of .38 Special or .357
Magnum ammo.

The smooth Bear Hug grips on the S&W Model 686 Plus
Mountain Gun from Lipsey’s were very comfortable.

SHOOTING RESULTS

-}-\]

fDS {fﬂsj “ft c)

Barnes 357 Magnum 125-grain TAC-XPD 1.378.7 - S21.7

Buffalo Bore (Heavy)
.38 Special 125-grain Barnes 1,216.7 m 410.9 0.83
3693 261|139

4428 8320 | 125

AVERAGE: 1.05

Federal 130-grain Hydra-Shock Deep

Buffalo Bore (Heavy) 357 Magnum
Outdoorsman

Notes: Muzzle velocity, standard velocity deviation and muzzle energy were obtained by firing 10 shots with each load
using a Garmin XERQO CI chronograph. Reported precision is the average of three, five-shot groups fired with each load
from a rest at 10 yards.

agencies across America. It had a
stellar reputation for reliability and
accuracy, and over the years it has
saved the lives of a lot of lawmen.
It has also been reasonably popular
with those looking for a powerful
self-defense revolver or hunting or
trail gun.

The main difference between the
4-inch 686’s carried by so many po-
lice officers and the new 686 Plus
Mountain Gun from Lipsey’s is that
the Mountain gun does not have a
full underlug on the barrel. It has a
smooth set of TGW Bear Hug Wal-
nut Grips, a seven-shot capacity,
and the front sight has a gold bead
instead of the common red insert,
ramped sight.

I was attending the West Virginia

State Police Academy. I was the only
officer in my Academy class using a
revolver, but it didn't hinder me. On
qualification day I had the top score,
so as you might imagine, I have a

14| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE [ NOVEMBER 2025

bit of an attachment to the 686 and
ended up carrying it on duty for al-
most a year.

The Smith & Wesson Model 686
was one of the most popular of all
the service revolvers used by police

['ve spent a good bit of time with
the 686 Plus Mountain Gun, enough
to know it offers the same reliabil-
ity and precision the 686 is famous
for. I tested two .38 Special, and
two .357 Magnum loads out of this

GUNDIGEST.COM




revolver, and the average precision
for a bunch of five-shot groups at 10
yards from a sandbag rest was right
at an inch.

There were no functional issues of
any kind, and the single-action trig-
ger pull was quite impressively crisp
at only 4 pounds. The double-action
pull was surprisingly light at about
8 pounds, but it did have a little
drag right at the end. A talented re-
volver smith should be able to easily
smooth this action to perfection.

Many will consider a 4-inch
L-frame revolver a bit heavy for
concealed carry, but the 686-Plus
Mountain Gun only weighs 35
ounces, unloaded. That’s less than a
full-size, steel-framed 1911. How-
ever, even though it might be lighter
than a 1911, it is bulkier and a bit
more difficult to conceal. As for a
gun you might want to use for big
game hunting, you might find the
distance between the front and rear
sight a bit short for making accurate
shots at longer ranges, but I had no
problem routinely hitting an 8-inch
plate offhand at 25 yards.

Where the 686 Mountain Gun
shines the brightest is in the role of a
trail gun that might need to be used
for defense against four- or two-leg
predators. The extra round—seven
as opposed to six—is nice, and
with a load like the .357 Magnum

GUNDIGEST.COM
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180-grain Buffalo Bore Outdoors-
man, this revolver—if you can stand
the wrist-wrenching recoil—can
stop any critter in North America.

SAME BUT DIFFERENT
Lipsey’s also offers a six-shot, .44

Magnum and 10mm Auto version of
the Mountain Gun. Unlike the Mod-

el 686, the Model 629 in .44 Mag-
num and the Model 610 in 10mm
Auto are built on the larger N-frame
as opposed to the L-frame used by
the Model 686.

Interestingly, Lipsey’s also offers a
Model 617 version of the Mountain
Gun chambered for the .22 Long Ri-
fle. It’s built on the smaller K-frame,
has a 10-shot capacity, and looks just
like the other three. In fact, all four
of these revolvers are all stainless-
steel, have 4-inch barrels and are
outfitted with the smooth walnut
Bear Hug grips and gold bead front
sight. They all also have a retail price
of $1,199.

If I was looking for a trail/moun-
tain gun for predator defense or for
occasional hunting, I'd go with the
686 Plus version in .357 Magnum.
It's 4 and 5 ounces lighter—respec-
tively—than the .44 Mangum or
10mm Auto versions, and it holds
one extra round. It can also shoot
the much lighter recoiling .38 Spe-
cial cartridge, and between the .38

IS S LSS LSS LSS SIS TSI S SIS ST S AL S SIS LSS S AL AL S S A SIS S S S S S S S/ S/

If you like powerful revolvers, the 830 ft-lb of
kinetic energy the 686 Plus can deliver with the
Buffalo Bore Outdoorsman load will get your atten-
tion—and the attention of anything it hits.

A V-type target like this Iron Man target from
Thompson Targets can help you shoot better
groups with an open-sighted handgun.

L b= ﬂ“m_ﬂ‘-“‘-ﬂmmmﬂl [l __ 4l

I’'ve been conducting accuracy testing
with rifles and handguns for a long time,
long enough to learn the target—espe-
cially when shooting with open sights—
matters. Standard bull’'s-eye targets are
not the best option because trying to
hold center is too imprecise without an
optic. The big, black and white V on the
Thompson Target Iron Man target pro-
vides a perfect sight picture and allows
for very precise sight alignment with
conventional open sights.

Unfortunately, it’'s no longer available,
but the red and white Dead Center target
is. Thompson Targets offers two versions
of the Dead Center. The 19x25-inch ver-
sion with al-inch grid is best for longer
ranges ($6.99 for five, #R-4700-5), or
the Ox12-inch grid-less version is great
forabout 15 yards and in ($4.99 for 12,
#R-4501-12). Alternatively, you can make
your own V-type targets, and | bet if you
use them, you’ll shoot better with your
open sights.

Special and .357 Magnum there is a
lot of ammo to choose from.

I'd also consider the Model 617
from Lipsey’s because it would make
a great sub-caliber trainer compan-
ion to the 686 Plus Mountain Gun.
GDTM
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THE ‘ASSAULT

WEAPON’ FALLACY

Unpacking the truth, data and real self-defense.

ew topics in American politics
generate as much heat, and as
little light, as the debate over
so-called “assault weapons.’
For decades, politicians and media
outlets have leaned heavily on the term
to conjure images of battlefield carnage
and mass destruction, often painting ci-
vilian ownership of rifles like the AR-15
as both unnecessary and dangerous.

But what if the narrative surrounding
these firearms is more rhetoric than re-
ality? What if the "assault weapon” label
is little more than a political invention
designed to confuse the public and re-
strict lawful gun ownership?

That’s the question at the heart of the
“assault weapon” debate, and it's one
worth answering with facts, history and
a sober look at self-defense in the real
world.

WHAT’SIN ANAME?

The phrase "assault weapon™ is, at its
core, a political creation. It first gained
traction in the late 1980s and 1990s as
lawmakers sought to capitalize on pub-

lic unease about semi-automatic rifles
like the AR-15. Unlike the military term
“assault rifle;” which refers specifically
to select-fire, fully automatic rifles such
as the German Sturmgewehr 44, the ci-
vilian rifles at the center of controversy
are not automatic weapons at all.

The AR-15, for example, is a semi-
automatic firearm. It fires a single
round with each pull of the trigger, just
like most handguns and hunting rifles
owned by millions of Americans. It has
never been a standard-issue rifle for the
U.S. Military. Yet it has been demonized
through cosmetic features like pistol
orips, collapsible stocks and flash hiders
that have no effect on how the action of
the rifle operates.

Federal Judge Roger Benitez summed
up this absurdity in his ruling striking
down Californias assault weapons ban:
Rifles banned under the law are func-
tionally identical to many others that
remain perfectly legal. The distinction
is purely cosmetic. In other words, these
bans punish firearms for how they look,
not for what they do.

THE DATA DOESN’T LIE

Gun control advocates frequently claim
that “assault weapons” are the firearm of
choice for mass shooters. But when we
look at the actual numbers, the picture
changes dramatically.

Research from Dr. John Lott Jr’s
Crime Prevention Research Center,
covering mass shootings from 1998
through 2023, found that the most
common firearm used in such crimes is
not a rifle at all, but a handgun, respon-
sible for over half of all incidents. Rifles
of any type, including AR-15s, were
used as the sole firearm in fewer than
17 percent of cases.

And heres a striking fact: Even if ev-
ery single homicide committed with a
rifle were attributed to an AR-15, those
crimes would account for less than
0.000018 percent of the total number
of AR-15s in civilian hands. Put differ-
ently, more than 99.999985 percent of
AR-15s are never used in crime.

The data also undercuts claims that
the 1994 federal assault weapons ban
saved lives. A Department of Justice

“If rifles are not the main driver of mass shootings, what
1s? The uncomiortable truth is that mass killers don’t
primarily choose their weapons. They choose their

victims, and they overwhelmingly preifer places where
their targets are least able to fight back.”
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study commissioned after the ban ex-
pired in 2004 concluded it had no mea-
surable effect on reducing gun violence.
Subsequent research by economists
Mark Guis and Carlisle Moody reached
the same conclusion: Neither the fed-
eral ban nor various state-level bans
reduced firearm homicide rates.

Despite political talking points to the
contrary, the hard evidence shows that
targeting “assault weapons” does noth-
ing to prevent violence.

THE SECOND AMENDMENT AND
THE ROLE OF RIFLES IN DEFENSE
Beyond data and definitions, there is
the matter of principle. The Second
Amendment, as the Supreme Court has
affirmed, protects the right of law-abid-
ing citizens to own and use firearms for
self-defense. That right is not confined
to muskets, nor is it contingent on
whether a firearm has a pistol grip or a
flash suppressor.

Modern rifles like the AR-15 play a
vital role in personal and home defense,
especially in situations where defend-
ers might face multiple attackers. Judge
Benitez cited several cases in his ruling;:

A pregnant woman in Florida used
an AR-15 to defend her family against
two armed intruders.

A 61-year-old disabled man in rural
America relied on his AR-15 when
three men tried to break into his home.

Another homeowner successtully
repelled seven armed and masked at-
tackers with his AR-15.

[n each case, ordinary citizens faced
extraordinary threats. Without the
firepower and capacity of a modern
rifle, these individuals might well have
become mere statistics. Instead, they
protected themselves and their loved
ones, a constitutionally protected right
exercised in its truest sense.

WHY KILLERS CHOOSE
“GUN-FREE ZONES”

[f ritles are not the main driver of mass
shootings, what is? The uncomfortable
truth is that mass killers don't primar-
ily choose their weapons. They choose

GUNDIGEST.COM

their victims, and they overwhelmingly
prefer places where their targets are
least able to tight back.

Empirical evidence suggests that over
90 percent of mass public shootings
occur in so-called "gun-free zones.’
The Aurora theater shooter bypassed
several closer theaters to attack the one
that banned firearms. The Nashville
Covenant School shooter specifically
avoided another potential target be-
cause of its heavy security presence.
The Orlando nightclub shooter initially
planned to attack Disney World but
abandoned the plan after seeing exten-
sive armed security.

The pattern is clear: Killers pre-
fer soft targets. The label on the gun
doesn't matter nearly as much as wheth-
er the intended victims can defend
themselves.

ACTIVE SHOOTER RESPONSE:
WHY SECONDS COUNT

So how can tragedies be prevented or at
least mitigated? The answer lies not in
waiting for police, nor in relying solely
on passive measures like lockdown
drills or cameras. As firearms instruc-
tor Ed Monk emphasizes, “time and
math” dictate outcomes. Every second
an attacker remains unopposed in-
creases the body count. To keep casual-
ties in the single digits, a shooter must
be confronted within 30 seconds.

Law enforcement, even when fast,
usually takes three to eight minutes to
arrive—far too long. The only people
positioned to act quickly enough are
those already on the scene: the intend-
ed victims.

That is why armed citizens play such
a critical role. From Jack Wilsons de-
cisive action in a Texas church to Eli
Dickens intervention in an Indiana
mall, everyday Americans have stopped
mass shooters with precision and cour-
age ... and often with higher accuracy
rates than trained police.

For armed citizens, however, respon-
sibility is paramount. Rule Four of fire-
arm safety, “Be sure of your target and
what is beyond it,” must always guide

defensive action. Training is essential
to ensure 100 percent accuracy within
ones abilities, minimizing risks of stray
rounds.

CONCLUSION: SHIFTING

THE FOCUS

The debate over “assault weapons™ has
never really been about function or
effectiveness. It has been about appear-
ances and politics. Cosmetic bans don'
save lives, and statistics show rifles like
the AR-15 are rarely used in crimes.
Meanwhile, they remain among the
most valuable tools available for lawful
self-defense.

As Lysander Spooner wisely ob-
served: “To ban guns because criminals
use them is to tell the law-abiding that
their rights and liberties depend not
on their own conduct, but on the con-
duct of the guilty and the lawless.” That
principle is as true today as it was in
Spooners time.

The focus should not be on restrict-
ing rifles that millions of responsible
Americans own and use safely. Instead,
it should be on empowering individu-
als with training, preparation, and the
mindset necessary to stop violent
attackers before they can inflict wide-
spread harm.

Freedom and security are not op-
posites. They go hand-in-hand, and in
a free society, the ultimate responsibil-
ity for defense will always rest with
the people, not with the government.
GDTM

—

About
the Author

Alex Ooley is an affiliate attorney with
the Armed Citizen’s Legal Defense Net-
work. The views and opinions expressed
in this article are hisown and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Network.
This article is for informational purposes
only and should not be considered legal
advice. For specific legal guidance
regarding your situation, please consult
with a qualified attorney.
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HARDWARE TALK

SureFire XC3 marks the spot.
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The SureFire XC3 is compact
enough to hide away from the
muzzle,runson asingle CR123

battery, and you can change
batteries without taking the
SureFire off of the pistol.

ts in the nature of how our eyes
work that you need light. While
some of us can see better in “the
dark” than others, even then
there is some light.

So, more light is better.

But some lights are better than others,
and the SureFire XC3 is one such light.

Starting out, it offers 550 lumens for
a runtime of 1.75 hours. It has a center
beam of 7,500 candelas. Lumens is to-
tal output. Candelas is how much the
center actually puts on target. You get
a bright center, but with enough “spill”
that you can see outside the center,
which is useful.

The body is made of aluminum and
given the expected SureFire Type I1I
hard anodizing. SureFire makes lights
and other products not to meet some
idea of a warranty, but to keep work-
ing even after you haven't. Not to be
gloomy, but a SureFire light will still
work after experiencing conditions you
cant survive, so it won't let you down.

[t can be mounted to almost any
rail, be it a universal or Picatinny, with

GUNDIGEST.COM

the included adapter lug. It's compact,
lightweight and easy to use. At 2.65
ounces, you wont notice its weight. Oh,
you'll have to get a holster to accommo-
date it, but thats the new normal.

[t's small enough to tit underneath
the slide/frame of most pistols, not pro-
truding past the muzzle. This protects
it from impacts and from some of the
muzzle blast and powder residue.

[t has an ambidextrous toggle as
well, so you can control it with either
hand or thumb. So far, I've described a
bunch of weapon-mounted lights, so
what makes the SureFire XC3 such a
big thing?

The power and battery swapping.

The XC3 runs on a single CR123 bat-
tery. Yep, 550 lumens, 1.75 hours run-
time—on a single battery. And the best
part? You can change batteries without
taking the light off the frame.

The front cap, which is the LED light
and reflector, comes off to remove the
battery forward out of the housing. (Do
this after you have unloaded and shown
clear, please.)
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The SureFire XC3

is compact, sure,
butit’s loaded with
superb details.

No more fussing with screwdrivers
and removing the light to swap out the
tired or dead batteries. Now you can do
it in a minute with no tools ... and just
the one battery.

Unfortunately, this coolness does not
come cheap.

SureFires usual customer base goes
to dangerous places and puts paid to
the careers of dangerous people. They
build the gear to stand up to the rigors
of that work. If your job starts with
a HALO jump, followed by room-
clearing, lots of ammo and more than
a few explosions, you do not want your
pistol light to be DOA when you need
it. (After all, if you need a pistol a lot of
things have already gone wrong.)

The price? A listed $299, which
means you can probably walk out the
door, tax included for less than three
Benjamins. At that, it’s likely to be half
the price of the pistol you are mounting
1t on.

But until the battery dies, it won't
fail you. And when the battery dies, it’s
a minutes or less to change that—no
tools needed.

SureFire ... gotta love it. GDTM

NOVEMBER 2025| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |21



- —
. ' - p—
- B e, \
B . - ’F-‘
l" -
r‘ \m.
' i
NN 5 £t -— ¥ .
W\ N -y k) - -

=1 =SILITIFRZ

.....

- oA
- v""'{ff" F "’;JI A
sy FEEL A SEN LS
rra Pl trrrw
o r - W i .
"'l‘I”' T .t‘n:' l'-i."rr"h =
ST LS LT, s
S rar el sl r 'r .
.l.ra;' L

‘rn,;‘ v
} ...'_-.'n‘-"’-'u”_ '6;'

» -i----biriif
e Y T T S

3 - --lnt-l-l-'ln-i’h"rt",
"RFEEBEPRF v .
g .n«-----rt.’:ﬁip* 3
" EFEEE R 'l. ;Y
s R o mEEwBsBFPBRERYP 4
FpwewwpFrw repwFreE
\\-_‘ - Sy

g " -
. T Y iy
. ah .

am sy T

e

-t

THE RELIABILITY OF A DUTY PISTOL IN A CONCEALMENT-FRIENDLY FRAME. IT HAS A I:ngP -
TRIGGER, LOW BORE AXIS FOR SOFT, CONTROLLABLE RECOIL, AN OPTIC-READY SLIDE AND \~°§5§5
TRITIUM NIGHT SIGHTS SO YOU'RE READY IN ANY LIGHT, AND A THREADED-BARREL OPTION y
FOR SUPPRESSOR SETUPS. THE SOCOM COMES WITH A 15+1 FLUSH MAGAZINE AND READILY
ACCEPTS 21+1 EXTENDED MAGALZINES FOR THOSE WHO PRIORITIZE CAPACITY. CONFIGURE

IT FOR CONCEALMENT OR FOR MAXIMUM ROUNDS WITHOUT COMPROMISE.
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IMODERN GUNNERY // DAVID LANE




—
HOLLYWOOD

ornady has been on a roll the past
 few ars with its line of ARC car-
tridges. The 6mm ARC, .22 ARC
and now .338 ARC are all impres-
sive new cartridges that don't disappoint. But
theres a burning question most of us have: Do
they work as advertised?

The .338 ARC intrigues me, and I want
to know a lot more about it. What can it do?
What can it not do? Why does it matter?

For that to happen, I built what I'm calling
“The Tester.” This “pistol” isn't optimized for
anything special, but rather it’s a jack-of-all-
trades I'll use to play around with .338 ARC to
find its limits.

338 ARC vs. .300 BLK vs. 8.6 BLK

Before we get in deep, it might help to clear
up exactly what the .338 ARC is. Some people
think itsan 8.6 Blackout replacement, while
others claim it will be a .300 Blackout killer.

The answer is both ... kind of.

NOVEMBER 2025 |-
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[f you want a nitty-gritty deep-dive, take
a look at Hornady's New .338 ARC vs. .300
Blackout vs. 8.6 Blackout.

The .338 ARC takes many of the
strengths from .300 BLK and 8.6 BLK and
rolls them into a single cartridge thats ar-
guably better than either Blackout.

ENERGY EXTRAS

[f youre looking at subsonic loads, ev-
erything has a max muzzle velocity of
about 1,050 feet per second (fps); the
338 ARC has a lot more energy than
300 BLK due to the larger, heavier bul-
lets. Most .300 BLK subs are normally
loaded with 200-grain bullets, while
338 ARC are around 300 grains. This
translates to .338 ARC having about
200 foot-pounds (ft-1b) more energy at
the muzzle and around 110 ft-1b at 300
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yards while having effectively the same
bullet drop. That equates to 35 percent
more energy, which is significant.

Typical 8.6 BLK subs generally boast
300- or 342-grain bullets, putting them
on par—or slightly more powerful—
than .338 ARC subs, but with some
major downsides.

First, 8.6 BLK requires an AR-10 size
rifle, making it larger and heavier right
out of the gate. Second, ammo selection
is more limited due to the 8.6 BLK's ex-
tremely high twist rate.

.300 BLK 190-grain Hornady: 1,050
fps, 539 ft-1b

.338 ARC 307-grain Hornady: 1,050
fps, 752 ft-1b

8.6 BLK 342-grain Gorilla Ammo:
1,050 fps, 837 ft-1b

When it comes to shooting super-
sonic, the trend remains the same: The
8.6 BLK is more powerful than the .338
ARC, and the .338 ARC is more power-
ful than the .300 BLK.

But with supersonic ammo, the gap
widens even more. You can massage the
numbers in either direction depend-
ing on ammo choice, but looking at
300 BLK 110-grain Hornady vs. .338
ARC 175-grain Hornady vs. 8.6 BLK
185-grain Phantom Defense, .300 BLK
falls to about half the energy of 8.6 BLK.

.300 BLK 110-grain Hornady: 2,070
fps, 1,047 ft-lb

.338 ARC 175-grain Hornady: 2,075
fps, 1,673 ft-1b

8.6 BLK 185-grain Phantom De-
fense: 2,235 tps, 2,054 ft-1b

GUNDIGEST.COM
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COST CONSIDERATIONS

These really aren't plinking calibers, but
if you want to shoot more, .300 BLK is
the winner. As I write this, you can find
300 BLK subs for 42 cents per round.
That's not a bad deal ... all things con-
sidered.

The .338 ARC is less expensive than
you might think, but its far from cheap.
The lowest priced .338 ARC ammo at
the time of writing was $1.44 per round.

And theres no easy way to say this: The
8.6 BLK can be painful on your wallet,
depending on where you get your ammo.
Most of the brands supporting this
chambering are the smaller, lesser-known
ammo manufacturers, so there isn't a lot
of economy of scale helping shooters. The
lowest price at the time of this writing
was $1.90 per round.

GUNDIGEST.COM

SAFETY FIRST

Something worth talking about is the

fact that .300 BLK has, in my opinion,

a design flaw. Because of how the shape
and size of .300 BLK and 5.56 NATO car-
tridges, .300 BLK can chamber and fire in
5.56 NATO rifles. Doing so almost always
results in a KABOOM! that may or may
not harm the shooter. Either way, it will
destroy the rifle.

Search the web and you'll find dozens
of stories about it happening. Having per-
sonally seen it happen at a training class,
its not something I recommend doing.

The .338 ARC and 8.6 BLK don't suf-
fer from this problem.

ON THE RANGE
New guns and new cartridges are always
fun, but when youe sending 307-grain

NOVEMBER 2025| GUN DIGEST THE MA

pills that are Hollywood quiet, it’s re-
ally, really fun.

Function for the Tester was perfect
once the gas was dialed in with the Fax-
on Firearms adjustable gas block. It's
easy to use, easy to tune and works just
right. Faxons Gunner profile has always
been a winner in my book, and this
barrel is no different. The perfect blend
of weight and rigidity for suppressed
use—it feels great in this configuration.

One downside of .338 ARC is the
need for a larger bore suppressor than
what most people might already have
at home. While some 9mm suppres-
sors are rated for the pressure, not all
of them are, and most of the ones that
could handle the cartridge haven't been
officially tested yet.

The upside is that a new suppressor is
always another layer of fun. Tion makes
a wide range of great suppressors, and
['ve gotten to test many of them at vari-
ous CANCON events. But I acquired
my first personal can from them for

this build.
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Faxon Firearms .338 ARC

12.5-inch “Gunner” Profile Barrel

Midwest Industries Night Fighter 10.5-inch
handguard

TiON Dragoon 8.6 Suppressor

Cryptic Coating .338 ARC/ 6 ARC / 6.5 Grendel
BCG

Faxon Firearms adjustable gas block

Bobro 30mm LPVO mount

Sig Sauver MSR 1-6x LPVO

Riton 3 Tactix EED

Radian Weapons safety and charging handle
Palmetto State Armory SABRE lower

UTG Pro upper receiver

SBA3 Brace

The Tion 8.6 QD is stunningly
lightweight due to the all-titanium con-
struction. At 7.5 inches long, it offers a
lot of volume but only weighs 11 ounc-
es, helping the Tester to not feel front
heavy. The proprietary QD system is
one of the best on the market with a
hand-tight, ultra-secure lockup.

Green Cerakote was done by Tion ...
and it looks amazing. It's taken some
hits from being used but still looks

28| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |NOVEMBER 2025

great, and its doing a solid job protect-
ing the metal under it.

“Tone" is a big deal with suppres-
sors—often more important than the
actual dB rating for what makes one
suppressor sound better than another.
Higher tones generally sound worse, or
more offensive, to most people. Some-
thing I love about Tion is that their
cans always have deeper tones. Instead
of a cymbal being struck, tiring .338

ARC with the Dragoon sounds more
like dirt being slapped.

Recoil with .338 ARC is more than
5.56 NATO and slightly more than .300
BLK, but thats expected. Even subson-
ic, these are some beefy bullets getting
yeeted. Feed and function have been
100 percent using Duramag 6 ARC
magazines and Duramag 450 Legend
magazines. Hornady recommends the
6 ARC magazine, but some brands have
testing showing the .450 Legend mags
working better. In my testing, it didnt
make a difference.

While this specitic build is designed
for subs, and I don't have much inter-
est in running supers with it, the Tester
handled supers exactly as well as it did
subs. More recoil, more noise ... but
perfect function.

With the Hornady 307-grain SubX
ammo, this gun with the Tion Dragoon
is about as quiet as you can get an AR-15.

LOOSE ROUNDS
My first foray into the world of .338
ARC has been a success. The firearm
works, the ammo runs, nothing went
KABOOM!and it’s ready for some real-
world use.

What comes next? I'm thinking dry-
wall testing and maybe a meat target.
GDTM
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GUNS & GEAR

O1 Barnes Bullets Reserve Ammo |

Barnes Bullets just dropped Barnes Reserve, a premium,
handloaded ammo line built for hunters chasing accu-
racy in niche calibers. Exclusively available through the
Barnes website, each cartridge is assembled in-house to
match-grade tolerances, using top-tier components and
rigorous QC for ultra-consistent performance. Designed
for hard-to-find chamberings like .257 Weatherby Mag,
6.8 Western and /mm SAUM, Barnes Reserve fills a void
serious hunters have long dealt with. Every round features
Barnes’ renowned LRX or Bore Rider bullets for maximum

downrange effect. This isn’t just boutigue ammo—it’s pre-

cision bU|lt for the field.

MSRP Startlng at $99 per box

02 Hornady Precision Lab
Digital Gun Room Scale
Hornady’s Precision Lab Scale brings lab-grade
accuracy straight to your reloading bench. With a
3,000-grain capacity and ultra-precise 0.01-grain
readout, it’s built for serious handloaders chasing
consistency. A lab-quality load cell, easy calibra-
tion and switchable high/low sensitivity modes
give you complete control, while “Compare,”
“Percent” and “Count” modes adapt to whatever
you're measuring. Bonus: It prints directly to a
spreadsheet, making load tracking and analysis
dead simple. Weighing 4.4 pounds and built like a
tank, this isn’t your average reloading scale—it’s
Hornady precision, fully realized.
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MSRP: 5393

. 03 Federal 20-Gauge Gold
. Medal Paper Shotshells

. Federal's Gold Medal Paper line gets a welcome

expansion with two new 20-gauge options built
for competitive clay shooters. Each 234-inch
shell features -ounce of high-antimony-lead
shot—available in No. 7.5 or 8—pushed at 1,250
fps for consistent breaks. The star of the show is
Federal’'s one-piece Podium wad, engineered for
tighter patterns and reduced felt recoil. Add in a
smooth-cycling brass head and that classic pa-
per hull feel, and you’ve got a load that blends
performance with nostalgia. Whether you're

on the trap line or skeet field, these 20-gauge
shells keep you in the winner’s circle.

ooooo
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04 Streamlight
Sidewinder Compact Il
Streamlight’s Sidewinder Compact Ill crams
serious utility into a rugged, palm-sized
package. With a 185-degree tilting head,
gear and helmet mount compatibility, and
user-selectable LED options—including
white, IR, and two user-chosen colors (red,
green, or blue)—this multi-fuel flashlight

is ready for mission-specific use. It runs on
either a single AA or CR123A battery, pump-
ing out up to 275 lumens and lasting over
100 hours on low. Built from high-impact
nylon and IPX7 waterproof, it’s tough
enough for field duty and nimble enough
for hands-free work. Aviation and military
models are also available.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MSRP: $138, AA // $198, CR123A

GUNDIGEST.COM

. 05 Vortex Ranger HD

3000 10x42mm Laser

. Rangefinding Binocular

Vortex’s Ranger HD 3000 laser rangefind-
ing binoculars eliminate the need to juggle

. gear whenit’s time to make the shot.

Combining crisp 10x42mm HD glass with
a built-in laser rangefinder, this all-in-one

- unit ranges reflective targets out to 3,000

yards—or game animals to 1,500—without
sacrificing optical clarity. Edge-to-edge

; sharpness, strong low-light performance,
and excellent color fidelity help hunters

pick apart cover, while the integrated
ranging function makes quick work of dial-

ing in distance. Whether you're glassing

elk, coyotes or a 3D target, the Ranger HD
3000 packs efficiency and precision into

. one streamlined tool.

MSRP: $1,200

- 06 Viridian RFX42
Compact Enclosed
- Emitter Green Dot
Optic

~ Viridian’s RFX42 hits the sweet
spot for carry optics—rugged,
compact, and built to run hard

on today’s slimline pistols. This
enclosed-emitter green dot sight
uses the RMSc footprint, making it
a direct fit for many popular con-
cealed carry guns. The 3.5 MOA dot
IS bright, fast, and easy to pick up,
with 10 brightness settings includ-
ing two for night vision. Motion-
activated Instant-On® tech powers
the optic up when drawn and con-
serves battery life—up to 28,000
hours on a single CR1620. At under
1 ounce and fully IPX6 waterproof,
the RFX42 brings serious durability
 without adding bulk.

 MSRP: 5229

«

05
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. 07 Hawke Optics

Endurance

- 30 Fiber Dot
 Riflescopes

. Hawke’s Endurance 30 FD rifle-
. scopes are built for hunters who

don’t compromise. Featuring

. the System H5 optical platform,

every model delivers crisp, edge-

. to-edge clarity, generous 4-inch
. eye relief, and a wide field of
view—perfect for everything

. from tight timber to open-

country glassing. The 30mm

. mono-tube chassis is rugged yet

lightweight, and all six models

feature fiber-optic illumination

with Motion Activation and Auto

Standby to preserve battery life.
. Zero Lock 'n’” Stop turrets and
. removable zoom levers round

out a feature-rich lineup tailored
for real-world hunts. From 1-6X

to 4.5-27X, there’s a scope for
. every pursuit.

MSRP: 5579
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FOR 950 BUCKS

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! HUNDREDS OF GUNS,
SUPPRESSORS AND OPTICS + GEAR FOR SALE
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BB CLINTON HOUSE PLANTATION | CLINTON, SC
GET YOUR TICKETS: GANGONEVENT.CONI
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Cutting through the
facts and frustrations.

he idea of putting reflex or red-
dot-style sights on pistols has
been around for a while longer
than you might imagine. What
we call ‘'modern optics cuts” also aren't ex-
actly new, but they are somewhat modern
regarding the fact that miniature optics are
a somewhat recent invention.

Today, we have a tremendous number of
options when it comes to applying a mini
optic to your pistol and, well, theres also a
tremendous amount of confusion when it
comes to what works with what.

AN ABRIDGED (RECENT)

HISTORY OF DOTS ON PISTOLS

The old days of mounting optical sights to
pistols revolved around the technology of the
time, and the first red-dot sights to be brought
to market were quite large and meant for
mounting on rifles and shotguns. The mounts
designed to integrate these optics onto pistols
were typically mounted to the frame, not the
slide like we see today. These early dot sights
were large and took up a good amount of
space across the top of the slide. These guns
were typically used in a variety of speed and
accuracy competitions and referred to as “race
guns by many in the scene. An interesting

34| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |NOVEMBER 2025

An example of a footprint working out
in two very different ways. The True
Precision slide is machined directly for
the RMRcc, where the Staccato C has
a plate that interfaces with the slide to
accommodate different footprints.

DIGEST.COM
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The RMRcc on acustom True Precision P365. This is a small pistol with a small optic, while
accurate andreliable it is on the edge of too large to be considered a pocket pistol. Due to
the snappy recoil of the small gun, it could be argued that an RDO is a bit overkill for quick

note is that it was more common to find
full-size hunting revolvers with these
big red-dots than semi-autos for a while,
which has come full circle with several
revolver makers now adding modern
optic cuts to their products.

There was really no movement in the
market for red dots for a while ... until the
early years of the War on Terror, and then
things started to take off. By this time,
the Trijicon ACOG and Aimpoint dot
sights were commonplace, and the general
public had taken notice as well. Mini-
dot sights did, in fact, exist at this time,
circa 2007. The Doctor red-dot sight was
among the first to be piggybacked to the
ACOG, followed shortly afterward by the
early Trijicon Red Dot Sight. Very shortly
afterward the big (little) one hit: the first
Trijicon RMR, or Ruggedized Miniature
Reflex sight, was introduced.
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follow-up shots.

The Vortex LPVO
optics herein ADM
mounts with One
Hundred Concepts
scope caps are highly
benefited by piggy-
backed red-dot sights.
Depending on your
head placement and
the optic style, youcan
mount them in front of

or behind the adjust-
ment turrets.

When these came out in 2009, it was
big news—but the potential was far from
being realized as we know it today. The
original generation of RMR sights were
very well designed and rugged; however,
there were some issues with the very first
attempts to mount them to pistols. Tri-
jicons subsequent models addressed the
small issues and, since then, there have
been very few issues.

[n my research for this topic, [ was un-

STHEﬂﬂ?la_lGl-m

able to find just who was the first to mill
a pistol slide to take an RMR. There are
a lot of people claiming to have been the
first to do this, but the earliest examples
of this didn' start appearing until several
years after the introduction of the RMR
itself. It seemed that it was Glock pistols
that were the usual host, but there un-
fortunately isn't much information sur-
rounding this particular topic due to the
fact that the majority of customizations
were done as one-offs and not standard-
ized by any definition.

GUNDIGEST.COM



The "Roland Special” began to gain
traction as an early version of the opti-
cally equipped fighting pistol: It was
basically a Glock-type pistol with a slide
modified to accept an RMR, a compen-
sator mounted on a threaded barrel, a
light, and typically a magazine well fun-
nel. It was something of a combination of
fighting gun and competition pistol, but
it was still just a loose concept and not
yet fully accepted by major manufactur-
ers. This concept was popular in the mid
2010s.

The debate started shortly after, add-
ing rhetoric as to whether this concept
was actually feasible. I started shooting
slide-mounted red-dots in 2015, and
there wasn't a lot available, with the aver-
age mounting solution being a plate that
mounted into the dovetail of Glock pis-
tols. Initially, I wasnt impressed and gave
up on the concept for a while, instead
opting for better iron sights and lights on
my pistols.

[ revisited this in 2018—after the
concept was reaching maturity—and
built the custom 1911 that has graced
these pages in my photography. It hasa
slide that was made to accept a Trijicon-
integrated RMR mount that includes an
integrated rear sight for co-witness. At
the time [ built this pistol, the RMR was
still very much the leader in a somewhat
cornered market; the other companies
had not quite managed to catch up.

But that wouldn' last long.

The 2020s have seen virtually every
pistol company releasing models with
optic cuts, and there are a large number
of available footprints for these due to an
ever-growing number of new mini-dot
style optics. There are a great many avail-
able now, and this has led to a certain
degree of confusion in the market, espe-
cially for consumers.

FOLLOWING THE FOOTPRINTS
The first question I get in any conversion
is along the lines of, “"How do you pick a
footprint?”

Well, in general, the issue comes down
to a very specific set of criteria that you
will want to individually research, and a
lot of this depends on what type of gun
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The Staccato C uses
aninterchangeable
optic plate that at-
taches to the slide as
opposed to the slide
being milled fora
specific footprint. Note
that therearsightis
also anintegrated part
of the plate

The Vortex Defender is
at home onjust about
any gun, from carbines
to pistols. You’'ll need
to be aware of your
mounting height, but
this optic fits DPP
footprints and can be
used for a widerange
of tasks. Not only is

it extremely rugged
for carry, butitisalso
exceedingly fast for
hunting and piggy-
backs very well.

The optic adapter melts
into the slide in several
areas. Note that the
rear sight is a part of
the adapter body and

is non-adjustable. The
only windage option is
on the front sight that
came with the optics
plate.

you have or, alternatively, what model of
sight you want to use. [ use the RMR on
many pistols, but I also use the RMRce,
the smaller, slimmer carry version. These
footprints, despite both being Trijicon
RMR sights, are not interchangeable.

The full-size 1911 with a 1-MOA dot is
great for hunting out to 50 yards, which is
what [ do with it. The larger RMR is nice
for precision and field-of-view. The RM-
Rccis smaller and has a larger dot, so the
dot itself takes up more of the optical win-
dow, making it great for fast shooting at
close range. [ use this sight on my Staccato
C and custom P365 from True Precision. |
would need to use something that utilizes
the same footprint if | wanted to change
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the RMR on my 1911, since it has a fixed
base on the slide. The Trijicon RCR and
SRO would work for this, for instance.

However, its more convoluted today
with all the available options ... and also
simpler. You might not be able to mount a
specific dot to a specific gun, but most pis-
tols being made today can accept at least
some form of dot.

The next question I get is, "How many
different optics footprints are there?”

Well, this requires a long answer. We
have not just the “footprint,” meaning the
physical cut dimensions that determines
the size of optic that can be mounted, but
we also have a variety of adapter plates,
plus proprietary interfaces. The list is
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An early “transitional”
RMR mount on the
author’s custom 1911. This
mount was designed to
be permanently installed
into a corresponding slide
that would be hand-fit to
a 1911 frame. It is not an
optics plate, but rather

a specificadapter fora
specific style of slide fora
specific optic.

. I 1
. f y F [ !
A A AR

An example of a “footprint.” Note that this
is machined directly into the slide. The little
bumps are lugs that help lock the opticin
place under recoil.

=

growing constantly.

The main difference between a true
footprint and an adapter plate is the
permanent nature of the lugs. Each
red-dot footprint has a different lug
and mounting screw spacing. The lugs
interact with the body of the sight to
prevent it from moving, just like the re-
coil lug on the action of a bolt gun that
interfaces with the stock.

[f, for instance, you have your slide
machined for an RMRcg, it will only
be that footprint. Many pistols come
with adapter plates that get sandwiched
between the sight and slide. The slide is
machined to receive only a certain type
of adapter plate, so as long as you have
these adapters you can use any brand of
optic that there is a plate for.

So, in theory, this discussion is so
broad that the answer is “almost limit-
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less,” depending on what system you
choose.

In general, there are some optic foot-
prints that are cross-compatible with a
number of brands, and I use a number
of them. Now, this is not a comprehen-
sive list because many companies are
coming out with new designs as | type
this, but nearly every pistol maker is of-
fering optic cuts. A short list has all the
usual suspects: Staccato, Glock, Colt,
S&W, Ruger, Sig Sauer, Beretta, Spring-
field Armory, Walther, HK, virtually
every 2011 maker, Taurus, FN, custom
makers like Ed Brown, Dan Wesson,
Nighthawk—and the list goes on.

There is also an expanding market of
sights from companies like Vortex, Tri-
jicon, Leupold, Doctor, Holosun, Riton,
Swampfox, Bushnell, Hawke, Burris,
Aimpoint and more. Again, thisisa
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rapidly expanding market and, by the
time you read these words, there will
undoubtedly be more on the market
than were there yesterday.

The general list of footprints encom-
passes the RMSC, RMS, RMR,
RMRcc, DPP, Glock MOS (adapter
plate system), Doctor, ACRO, Holo-
sun K, EPS, 509T and more. The most
popular footprints as of today are the
RMSC, RMR and DPP. Of note is that
many of these companies make sights
that are cross-compatible with various
mounts, such the Vortex Defender us-
ing the DPP (Leupold DeltaPoint Pro)
footprint. Not all companies have a
specific design that has produced its
own footprint that bears its name, such
as the RMR footprint. You can use oth-
er optics on the RMR footprint, but the
RMR can only work on its namesake.

ALTERNATE OPTICS USES

The micro-dot world started pig-
gybacking to rifle optics ... and then
migrated to pistols. Now that this tech-
nology is growing and more common,
modern micro-dots are making their
way back to rifles and carbines, and
even shotguns.

The LPVO class of optics has domi-
nated the game for the past decade, and
they have gradually become more ad-
vanced for their size, as demonstrated
by the Vortex Razor 1-10x in this ar-
ticles photography. The idea was to hy-
bridize the singular ritlescope to allow
it to function as a sort of reflex sight
while still being a long-range precision
item, the Razor here is able to tackle ev-
erything from zero to past 1,000 yards
on a lightweight carbine.

However, for very close range en-
gagements, it still requires you to get
low on the riflestock and look directly
through it. [ use American Defense
Manufacturing mounts on all my rifles,
and a huge benefit is that they make
rig caps that have machined-in optic
footprints. The Vortex Defender line
simply mounts to the scope mount and
offers fast handling without sacrificing
anything the Razor has to offer. I really
enjoy this setup; it's such a no-brainer

GUNDIGEST.COM
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UNDERSTANDING OPTIC FOOTPRINTS //JOSH WAYNER

for that surprise game ani-
mal walking in closer than

you thought.

RED-DOT ZEROING

AND ACCURACY

The adage “aim small, miss small” comes
heavily into play with pistol optics. As
mentioned earlier, [ replaced the first-gen
RMR on my 1911 with a modern one;
this time with a 1 MOA dot. The first
optic I had on there was the large 12.9
MOA reticle, and it was fine for close
range. But for hunting use, the 1 MOA
makes a massive difference.

Now, this is a fine dot to pick up. Most
people have settled on a 3-8MOA type,
but with deer being a fair challenge for a
45 ACP, I opted for a much finer dot. |
zero this pistol point blank for 50 yards
using my favorite .45 ACP load, the
220-grain Hornady Critical Duty. The
bullet flight path never leaves the heart of
the deer out to this distance.

[ also find it a usetul zero for subsonic
loads. The larger the dot, the more im-
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portant your knowledge is of where your
bullet is impacting inside the dot. There
are some big dots out there, and they are
easier to see but offer a wider range of
error.

[ zero most of my self-defense pistols
using the RMRcc at 15 yards to impact in
the center of the dot. I also take the time
to zero my iron sights through the optic,
not just treat them as a vestigial organ to
the optic. You'll find that the zero of your
irons might be the best range to zero
your dot for consistency.

There is discussion of what the best
distance to zero your pistol is, but assum-
ing were talking 9mm as most people
are using these days, the 15-yard zero is
pretty good for general use. I dont like
the 10-yard zero: its just very close and
can introduce a lot of error in bullet im-
pact as you back away. The 20-yard zero
is much better, and you can shoot pretty
flat with it. You can usually stay on an
[DPA silhouette at 75 yards or so. Aim-
ing for the head at 100 yards can usually
result in hits.

The further you zero the gun, you do
need to be aware of the fact that you'll
be low at closer ranges, not by much ...
but enough to know you'll probably be

L

impacting at the bottom of your dot or,
even optical window, assuming you'e
shooting a 3 MOA or similar. So, youd
need to hold slightly high if you were try-
ing to do a pistol match for close targets,
but youd be at an advantage on the long
pokes.

The decision is up to you: Its not hard
to test out what is best for you and your
setup.

RED DOT REDUX

Optically equipped pistols are here to
stay. There are serious advantages to
them—and also some downsides—but
overall, the technology is maturing at a
good rate. As far as footprints go, I stand
by the prediction I made on these pages
years ago that eventually wed end up
with a few standards after more compa-
nies jump in to support them.

[ think the RMSC, RMR and DPP
footprints will end up being the de facto
standards for the next decade, but I
wouldn't be surprised if we end up with
even more footprints. After all, standard-
ization often breeds its own innovation.

The future is going to be exciting ...
that much is for sure. GDTM
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THE FIX & THE EIGHT-SIX //RICHARD MANN

subsonic cartridges, but it also substan-
tially increases its supersonic capabili-
ties. That high performance dual use
intrigues me.

The 8.6 Blackout is a brainchild of Q,
a firearms company in New Hampshire
that’s probably best known for their
Honey Badger SBR. I don't know where
the company came up with their odd
name, but [ do remember that Q was
where James Bond got all his cool tools.
At any rate, the founder of Q was also
the founder of AAC (Advanced Arma-
ment Corporation) and the creator of
the .300 Blackout. As you might guess,
Q also makes the best rifle for the 8.6
Blackout cartridge. It's called the Fix.

The Fix is very unique and unlike
any other bolt-action rifle you've seen.
[t is built around an aluminum receiver,
but, except for the trigger, all opera-
tional components are housed in the
striker-fired bolt. It also has a folding
stock that’s adjustable for length of pull
and comb height, and the barrel system
is modular, so the end user can swap
barrels on their own. A Q Fix SBR in
8.6 Blackout with a 12-inch barrel only
weighs 5.18 pounds, so even with a
suppressor and a riflescope it’s still rea-
sonably light for a rifle that powerful.

['ve been working with one for about
a year and wanted to maximize its
usefulness by selecting a sight system
that would allow me to go between
subsonic and supersonic ammo with-
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Gorilla Ammunition
offers the widest range
of factory loaded 8.6
Blackout ammunition
with supersonic and
subsonic loads.

out drastic sight alterations. In other
words—ideally—I wanted to be able to
shoot accurately, from the muzzle to
200 yards, and let the riflescope do my
trajectory correction work for me. The
first thing I needed to do to start down
this road was establish the DOPE for
super and subsonic loads so I could
select a riflescope that would best pair
with both, and the current best source
for 8.6 Blackout ammo is Gorilla (Go-
rillaAmmo.com).

GETTING THE DOPE

This is where things get a bit tricky
because you're dealing with trajectory
correction at various distances, and
this makes the click value of the ritle-
scope change. For example, at 100 yards
most riflescopes have a click value of %
MOA. This equates to about a quarter
inch, but to be precise it equals 0.262
inch. At 50 yards, the riflescope has a
click value of 0.131-inch (1/8th MOA)
per click, at 75 yards the 4 MOA click
value equals 0.197 inch, and at 200
yards it’s 0.524 inch per click. It is also
a bit complicated because you're cor-
recting for loads that shoot reasonably
flat and for other loads with a rainbow
trajectory.

For my purposes, [ decided on the
190-grain Fracturing supersonic load,
which is what I zeroed the rifle for
at 100 yards. Next, I wanted to know
how much that load would drop at 200

This comparison
shows the differencein
the 8.6 Blackout (left),
.308 Winchester (cen-
ter) and .300 Blackout

(right).

This chart shows the impact of the tested loads at
different distances. The click adjustments canbe
confusing because ¥4 MOA equals different correc-
tions at different distances.

CLICKS POINTS OF IMPACT
B2 90-grain Fracturing
Supersonic (100 yards)

'8 ¥ 210-grainBarnes TSX
Supersonic (100 yards)

300-grain Sierra MatchKing Sub-

sonic (50 yards)

285-grain Fracturing
| Subsonic (50 yards)
%
&

19  190-grain Fracturing
Supersonic (200 yards)

Bo 17 210-grainBarnes TSX

Supersonic (200 yards)

& 300-grain Sierra MatchKing Sub-

61  sonic(75yards)
285-grain Fracturing
Subsonic (75 yards)

67  300-grainSierra MatchKing Sub-

/ sonic (100 yards)
© 13

® 285-grain Fracturing
_ Subsonic (100 yards)

174 MOA CLICK VALUES AT DIFFERENT DISTANCES

50 YARDS: 0.131inches
15YARDS: 0.197inches
100 YARDS: 0.262inches
200YARDS: 0.524inches
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yards. Shots on target confirmed this at
about 7.5 inches. Since each elevation
click equals 0.524-inch at 200 yards, I
needed 14.31(15) clicks.

While [ was at it, [ also checked the
drop of the 210-grain Barnes TSX load
at 100 yards. With the rifle zeroed for
the 190-grain Fracturing supersonic
load, the 210-grain TSX load was 2
inches low at 100, and 9.0 inches low
at 200. But I really wanted to be able to
shoot accurately out to 100 yards with
the 285-grain Fracturing subsonic load.

[ started at 50 yards using the 100
yard zero for the 190-grain Fracturing
supersonic load. At that distance the
285-grain Fracturing subsonic load im-
pacted 5 inches low. The % MOA click
value of the scope at 50 yards is 0.131
inch, and to correct for 5 inches I need-
ed 38 clicks. As it turned out, this was
the same elevation correction I needed
for the Gorilla subsonic 300-grain Si-
erra MatchKing load.

Next, [ shot a target at 75 yards, and
both the 285-grain Fracturing and
300-grain Sierra MatchKing subsonic
loads struck the target right at about
12 inches low. The 4 MOA click value
at 75 yards equals 0.197 inch, which
meant | needed to divide 12 inches by
0.197 to determine the number of clicks
of correction needed. The math worked
out to 60.91 or 61 clicks.

Finally, I was shooting the subsonic
loads at 100 yards where [ was also
dealing with the common 4 MOA
(0.262-inch) per click correction. At
that distance, the 300-grain Sierra
MatchKing subsonic load was 17.5
inches low, so it required 67 clicks, and
the 285-grain Fracturing subsonic load
at 19 inches required 73 clicks.

Any long-range shooter is familiar
with an exercise like this; it's called
getting your DOPE (Data from Previ-
ous Engagement). The difference is
that most long-range shooters are only
working with a single load, and theyre
also not trying to use a single zero for
two different loads.

Another thing to consider is that the
drop of your subsonic loads might not
impact the target directly below their

GUNDIGEST.COM

The Q fix with the
compact, lightweight
and rail mounted EO-
Tech 3-9x32mm SFP
riflescope mounted.
Note: A EOTech mini
reflex sight is mounted
to the 3-9X scope.

The Maven’s RS.6
1-10x28mm riflescope
offers two rotations of
25 MOA of correction
and has a zero stop.

The Q Fix with the
17-ounce Swarovski’s

Z5i + L BT riflescope
installed.
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impact at close range or the impact of
the supersonic load at its zero range.
This can be a trait of the ammunition,
but it's more than likely an indicator
your riflescope/reticle is not level, and
when you'e applying click corrections,
youre minutely moving the reticle to

the left or right.

FINDING A SCOPE

Once I had my DOPE, I then knew the
maximum amount of elevation correc-
tion I needed. Since I wanted to shoot
to 200 yards with supersonic loads and
out to 100 yards with subsonic loads,

[ needed at least 18.5, or better yet, 19
MOA of correction. Most rifle scopes
offer this much elevation adjustment in
a single rotation, and some of the more
modern riflescopes offer two rotations

- _ _.-n-AJ _’-i

with almost double that amount. If you
wanted to take the subsonic loads be-
yond 100 yards the additional —second
rotation—adjustment would be neces-
sary with the 8.6 Blackout.

SWAROVSKYI’S 251 + L BT

[ first tried one of the new Swarovski
Z5i + L BT riflescopes ($1,949) that
comes with their self-customizing el-
evation correction turret that uses mul-
tiple small rings. After setting the zero
for the 190-grain Fracturing supersonic
load, I seta ring at 15 clicks for the
190-grain Fracturing supersonic load
at 200 yards, and rings at 38, 61 and 73
clicks for the 285-grain subsonic load at
50, 75 and 100 yards, respectively. This
riflescope was equipped with the illu-
minated plex-style reticle, so trajectory

DOPE CHART
190-grain supersonic | 100 yards -0- | 0.262 0 (0)
210-grain supersonic 100 yards -2.0 0.262 203 1(8)
190-grain supersonic 200 yards -7.5 0.524 14.31 (15)
210-grain supersonic 200 yards -0.0 0.524 37 (1#)
285-grain subsonic 50 yards -5.0 0.131 3817(38)
285-grain subsonic 75 yards | -12.0 0.197 60.91 (61)
285-grain subsonic 100 yards -19.0 0.262 712.52 (73)
300-grain subsonic 50 yards -5.0 0.131 38.17 (38)
300-grain subsonic 75 yards -12.0 0.197 60.91 (61)
300-grain subsonic 100 yards -17.5 0.262 66.79 (67)
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If you want to dial in corrections for super and
subsonic 8.6 Blackout loads, the Swarovski’s Z5i +
L BT riflescope is the simplest solution.

correction was only possible by clicking
in a solution.

MAVEN’S RS.6 1-10X28MM

[ switched to the new Maven RS.6
1-10x28mm riflescope ($1,600) that
comes with the unique MOA3-LPI
reticle. This is an MOA Christmas tree
style reticle with elevation and windage
correction, but it also very uniquely
provides red or green illumination.
This reticle offers 50 MOA of elevation
and 20 MOA of windage correction, in
I MOA increments, so it would be easy
to correct for distance with either load.
Of course, with 50 MOA of elevation
correction in the turret, I could click-in
corrections too.

EOTECH’S 3-9X32MM SFP

Then, I tried the new EOTech
3-9X32mm SFP riflescope which retails
for $1,059. This is an unusual scope
because it does not mount via rings. In-
stead, it uses a rail that interfaces with
various height mini-ACOG mounts.
The windage and elevation turrets are
capped with this scope, but given its
size and weight, it was the scope I re-
ally hoped worked with this rifle and
cartridge. The reticle for the EOTech
3-9X32mm SFP is also an MOA reticle
thats illuminated, and it offers 30 MOA
of elevation correction and 16 MOA of
left and right windage correction.

The EOTech has capped turrets, so
dialing DOPE was not really an option.
But the SFP’s reticle worked just fine for
trajectory correction with both loads
at the designated distances. However,
without any numbering on the MOA
hash marks [ had to do some counting
to select the correct one. Looking at the
DOPE chart this seems complicated,
but remember, based on my goals,
only wanted four trajectory corrections:
200 yards for the supersonic load, and
50, 75 and 100 yards for the subsonic
load. This scope can also be had with a
mount for an EOTech EFLX mini reflex

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The Q Fix with the Ma-
ven's RS.6 1-10x28mm
riflescope installed.

With the EOTech mini-
reflex sight installed on
the EOTech 3-9x32mm
SFPriflescope, you can

make accurate close-
qguarters shots just
by raising your head
and slightly rotating
therifle.

sight and ring mount for an additional
$370 extra. With the addition of this
sight, I can make accurate shots at ex-
tremely close quarters just by slightly
rotating the rifle and raising my head to
look through the reflex sight.

A SYMBIOTIC SUPER/

SUB SYSTEM

With its fantastic varied applications,
the Q Fix and the 8.6 Blackout cartridge
can be used for hunting, recreation, and
personal protection, and all this DOPE
illustrates how you can maximize the
system by using various optical sights.
With the modern optics we have today,
options seem endless. I really liked all

'NOVEMBER 2025

three riflescopes I tried, and it may take
some time for me to settle on which
one | like best. No matter which way |
go I'll have a very symbiotic system that
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will allow me to accurately place slow

and silent or fast and quiet bullets right
where [ need them out to 200 yards and
beyond. GDTM

Gorilla 190-grain Fracturing 2.013.2 10.7 1,709.7 1.69
Gorilla 210-grain Barnes TSX 1,927.8 8.5 1,732.6 112

Gorilla 285-grain Fracturing 881.6 309 492.4 1.64
Gorilla 300-grain Sierra 9173 30.9 5611 > 88

MatchKing

o

Average: 1.83

NOTES: Average muzzle velocity, standard velocity deviation and muzzle energy were obtained with a Garmin
Xero Cl chronograph. Average precision is the result of three, five-shot groups fired at 100 yards.

GUNDIGEST.COM



LISTINGS ARE
FREE!

Simply go online to create
or manage your Gun Show Listing.
Login or Register to create an account

GunShows.GunDigestMedia.com




sh “YOUR ONE STOP GUN SHOP”
owmaStcrs DECEMBER
P0€:$7igglxz§; T R E ATA P A 5 5 Dec 6-7 SD, Rapid City. Rapid City
(540) 951 - 1344 | (540) 951 - 2344 Rifle Club Association. The Monu-
info@ShowmastersGunShows.com 0 ment Event Center, 444 N'W Blvd.,,
www.ShowmastersGunShows.com l_ Rap|d C|ty SD 57701 SH Sat
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING! 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-Z2pm. A:
$5.00 Daily. T: 205. F: $50. Rapid
DULLES EXPO CENTER
CHANTILLY, VA City Rifle Club. PO Box 1945, Rapid

mE R R ATEE AR WWW City, SD57709. PH: 605-209-1166.
THE NATION s REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM www.rapidcityrifleclub.com.

*Visit our website for full show listings

E: 1 REATAPASSA :
GUN SHOW e R e | |

BLA DESH oW

NOVEMBER 21, 22 & 23, 2025
JANUARY 2, 3 & 4, 2026

= =

HOURS: FRI1-8|SAT9-5|SUN10-5
www.TheNationsGunShow.com

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
HARRISONBURG, VA

OHENANDOAH VALLEY GUN SHOW

NOVEMBER 1 - 2, 2025 FOR DETAILS ON ALL THREE EVENTS, GO TO sassociation.ore.
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN10-5

S BLADESHOW.COM

MORGANTOWN, WV CONNECT WITH US AT #BLADESHOW €3

MORGANTOWN GUN SHOW

NOVEMBER 15 - 16, 2025 NEW!
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN9-4

RICHMOND RACEWAY COMPLEX
RICHMOND, VA

m TEXAS GUN & KNIFE ASSOCIATION
NOVEMBER 15 - 16, 2025 2025 SHOW DATES

JANUARY 10 - 11, 2026
HOURS: SAT9-5| SUN 10 -5

MONROEVILLE CONVENTION CENTER November 8-9 ¢« KERRVILLE E)(po E
MONROEVILLE, PA

Jan 17,18 TN, Lenoir City. Knoxville TN
: Smoky Mountain Gun Collectors
Association Gun Show. The Venue
at Lenoir City, 7690 Creekwood
Park Blvd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm. A:
$10.00 each day. T:120. F: $50.00.
Smoky Mountain Gun Collectors
Association,Inc.. P.O.Box 9251, Knox-
ville, TN 37940. PH: 865-333-49/0.
www.smokymountainguncollector-

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW December 13-14 « AMARILLO Civi Center
NOVEMBER 29 - 30, 2025 NEW!

HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 9 -4

December 20-21 « KERRVILLE Expo Hall

AUGUSTA EXPO CENTER Guns & Gifts Show

FISHERESVILLE, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW Show Hours: Saturday 9-5 Sunday 10-4

NOVEMBER 29 - 30, 2025

HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN10-5 W@@\\ Dealers call Janice Hill: P@y g aH
W\

BATIGHAE QUARD AR \3\@5 (830) 285-0575 are heatthy

FAIRMONT GUN SHOW www.texasgunandknifeshows.com

__FAIRVMUNT GUN OHUIY ana safe.
DECEMBER 13 - 14, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5| SUN 9 -4 Thank you for your continued support.
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INDY 4500
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One of the Largest Gun and Knife Shows
East of the Mississippi!!!

INDIANAPOLIS
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

* DOOR PRIZES - EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
» SPECIAL MOTEL »+ 24 HOUR SECURITY

ARRANGEMENTS » CAMPING HOOKUPS AVAILABLE
» ESTABLISHED 1983 » RESTAURANT ON PREMISES

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HOURS: FRIDAY - 2-7 p.m.
SAT. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. SUN.9 a.m.-4 p.m.

GUNS, KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, SPORTING ARMS, MILITARY ARMS, ETC.

INDY 1500 Phone: (405) 408-6197
P.O. Box 14194 Fax: (405) 478-0700
Oklahoma City, OK 73113 www.indy1500.com

EXHIBITORS MUST ABIDE BY SHOW RULES AS WELL AS ALL LOCAL, STATE & FEDERAL LAWS.

NOVEMBER 14, 15 & 16




GunDige

Rare and used firearms, collectibles, accessories,
memorabilia and much more ... find it all here.

Display Advertising Information & Rates Contact:

Lori McDaniel
lori@gundigest.com
(715)-498-3768

> MARKETPLACE P.52



RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3 Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens
MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG6. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.
Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK & MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post
Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective
clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff.
Every item we offer for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL LIST OF
INVENTORY SPECGIALS WITH A DEALER YOU CAN TRUST!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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PACK AND POSTAL CENTER

210 Mill Street, Lancaster, MA 01523-2046
Tel. (978) 368-0910 — Fax (978) 368-3326

3-Day InspectionSatisfaction Guaranteed.

MasterCard.

Current GUN LIST now available online
www.PackAndPostalCenter.com

$35.00 shipping for long guns (FedEx ground insured, adult signature required) and
handguns (United States Postal Service, Priority, insured, adult signature)

3% restock fee for items paid with charge card. All firearms sold as “used” collector
items only. We do not test fire or guarantee suitability for live firing.

1 $.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.00.200000000202800000800808080080080080080808800008008088828828828808088808802802802800800008.0.0.

PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS

1-B Bernardelli .25 ACP “VP Baby” Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights,
98%+ original bright blue, mint “VB” logo checkered black plastic grips, original 5 shot magazine,
nice quality with excellent function, made in 1968, about as small as they come (C&R) ........... 375

2-B Bernardelli .25 ACP Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel with excellent bright bore, 98%+
original bright blue, mint “VB” logo checkered black plastic grips, missing small parts so not
operational, missing complete firing pin assembly, safety lever, main recoil spring and guide
rod and safety dent bar located in left grip panel, looks like all other parts are present including
original clip and grips, 1964 made (C&R) .. ..$185

3-B CZ 9mm Para Model “P-09 Duty” ngh Cap SA/ IJA Aute Plstel 4 1/2" barrel Wlth mint
bore, 99% original matte black finish, Burris “FastFire 111" red dot slide mounted optical
rear sight in place of 2 white dot rear sight, lower Picatinny accessory rail, “Omega” trigger,
ambidextrous hammer decocker, polymer stippled logo grips, comes with (1) original 19 shot
high cap magazine, as new overall with working optical sight, made around 2014 ........... $395

4-B Colt .38 Special “Diamondback” Single / Double Action Revolver 4” vent rib barrel with
mint bore, 98&+ original bright blue, 1/8” ramped front and fully adjustable target style rear
sights, wide target style hammer and grooved trigger, excellent two piece, checkered, light
colored Walnut target style grips with gold Colt medallion grips with a little finish wear on butt
bottom and sharp edges, excellent function showing little actual use, Mfg. 1969 (C&R) $1250

5-B Colt .22 LR “Officers Model Target 3rd Issue” Double / Single Action Early Style Target
Revolver 6” barrel with mint bore, factory adjustable front and rear target sights, 97% original
bright blue with most loss on sharp edges, excellent fancy checkered Rosewood factory
grips with deep insert gold Colt medallions, left grip panel has a tiny chipout on bottom edge,
excellent smooth function, made in 1930 (introduction year of .22 LR) comes with a Colt
factory letter authenticating this 3 digit serial number revolver (C&R) ......cccccueeeveneene. $995

6-B Colt .22 LR “Officers Model Target 3rd Issue” Double / Single Action Revolver 6” barrel
with mint bore, factory adjustable front and rear target style sights, 97% original blue with
cylinder getting a little thin, embedded head cylinder, fitted with nice quality period “pointer”
target style checkered phenolic grips with thumbrest and diamond at escutcheon by W. Murad
Co.”, excellent smooth function, made in 1939 (C&R) ... 2D

7-B Colt .38 Special “Officers Model Target” Single / Double Aellon Target Heuoluer 6”
tapered barrel with mint bore, frame is from an “Officer Model” made in 1918 and nicely
refinished blue, old style adjustable front and rear sights, excellent Pachmayr checkered wrap
around target grips, tight lockup, very good smooth trigger in both single and double action,
better than most .38 specials made today, with tight super lockup and good timing, hardly
collector quality buta good reliable revolver for everyday carry or woods use (C&R) ....... $475

8-B Colt .38 Special “Officers Model 38” Single / Double Action 2nd Issue Target Revolver
6” barrel with mint bore, elevation adjustable bead front sight and windage adjustable “U”
notch rear sight, 98% high luster original blue with a few tiny spots of discoloration and blue
loss scattered about, fire blue on some screw heads and back of checkered hammer with bright
sides, minty checkered Rosewood grips with diamond at escutcheon and deep set Colt gold
medallions, all special features for Officers Models in the pre-World War One revolvers, both
grips are pencil numbered to gun, excellent function and spectacular looker, Mfg. in 1914, high
luster blue finish was dropped in 1916, collector quality (C&R) ..ocevevevvvvciecciiieciieeeenn.. $1395

9-B Colt .44 Russian and S&W Special “New Service” Double / Single Action Nickel Finish
Revolver 7 %2” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 99% original bright nickel finish, excellent
checkered black hard rubber grips with large “Colt” logo and a tiny chipout at top edge of left
panel, all screws and original lanyard are nickel finished, made in 1929, collector quality and
excellent function, spectacular looker (C&R) ... . $2695

10-B Colt .22 Short “Cased Set of (2) 4" Model Thuer style Smgle Shat Derrmgers 2 Vo’
barrels with mint bores, 98% blue on barrels, 97% dulling nickel on frames, very good+
smooth Walnut birdshead grips, consecutive numbered pair in original logo top display case
with red velvet interior, case shows lots of display nicks, dings and spots of finish loss, pistols
are very good but show handling wear from being displayed, nickel has dulled and show some
hardened oil, “D” suffix serial numbers date to 1963 (C&R) ... B ..435

11-B Colt .22 LR “Pre Woodsman / Pencil Barrel” Target ﬂute Plstel 6 5/8” berrel Wlth mint
bore, 98%+ original bright blue, factory adjustable front and rear target sights, minty full
checkered Walnut grips, mint two tone magazine, excellent look and function, made in 1924,
collector quality, not marked “Woodsman” (C&R) ... o ..$1395

12-B Colt .22 LR “Pre Woodsman” Target Auto Plstel E 5/8” penell barrel Wlth mlnt bore,
factory adjustable target sights front and rear, 98%+ original bright blue with excellent
markings (3) tiny letters “WCK” stamped on right upper edge of frame, mint full checkered
large diamond center grips, bottom release nice (2) tone magazine marked “Cal. .22” over
“Colt”, excellent function, collector quality made in 1922 for use with standard velocity ammo,
very sharp looking for a 103 year old pistol (C&R) .. ..$1595

13-B Colt .22 LR “Huntsman” Sport Model Auto Plstel 4 Vz” barrel Wlth excellent brlght bore,
97% original blue showing a little silvering on sharp edges and some light scratches, excellent
checkered black plastic grips with Colt logo impressed on right grip, excellent function with
one original 10 shot magazine, made in 1956 (C&R) (6124) ... 995

14-B Colt .22 LR “Targetsman Model” 3rd series Auto Plstel 6” barrel Wlth mlnt bere 99%
original bright blue, blade front and factory fully adjustable target style rear sights, minty
checkered Walnut thumbrest grips with just a couple light dings on sharp edge of thumbrest,
excellent function, looks like new overall, made in 1976 with one bottom release Colt marked
original 10 shot magazine, collector quality (C&R) ..cccveecveieiii e D 72D

15-B Colt .22 LR “Service Model Ace” Post War Auto Pistol 4 34” barrel with mint bore and
“floating chamber”, 99 %% original bright blue, mint full checkered Walnut grips with Colt gold
medallions, original magazine marked “Colt 22 LR” on base plate, factory target style sights,
arched mainspring serrated housing, made around 1980, collector quality.....................$1795

16-B Harrington & Richardson .22 LR “Model 649” Western Style Double / Single Action
6 Shot Revolver 5 ¥2” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights 97% original bright and matte blue
finish with some specks of peppery pitting near muzzle and on cylinder, excellent smooth
Walnut one piece grips in the Western style, excellent function and nice looking .............. $265

17-B High Standard .22 LR “Model 103 Sport King” Auto Pistol 4 }2” barrel with mint bore,
98% original bright and matte blue, blade front and drift adjustable rear sights, mint checkered
brown plastic grips with gold eagle medallions, looks and functions near new, manufactured
1962 (C&R) .. i . $385

18-B High Standard 22 LFl “Medel H D Mllltary“ Auto Plstel 4 1/:.3” heauy barrel Wlth mlnt bore,
factory original 1/8” blade frontand fully adjustable target style rear sights, mint full checkered
Walnut grips, minty two tone original 10 shot magazine, made in 1946 and looks new overall,
best one I've ever seen, collector quality (C&R) .. .. . $865

19-B High Standard .22 LR “Model U.S.A. H-D Mllltary“ Auto Plstel 4 1/E_:” heavy barrel with
mint bore, factory original 1/8” blade front and square notch drift adjustable open rear sights,
96% original blue with left side of frame showing a little loss and fine pitting around address,
excellent correct original full checkered hard rubber grips, top of barrel marked “Property
of” over “U.S.A.”, right side of frame marked “Property of” and large “U.S.”, minty two tone
magazine with a little pitting on base plate, made in 1943 and in excellent condition with high
polish blue finish not often encountered in this shape, excellent function (C&R) ............. $895

20-B Kolb .22 Short “Baby Hammerless Model” Double Action Folding Trigger Revolver 1
4" barrel with good bright bore, 96% original bright nickel, front sight is a tiny ¥2 moon blade,
excellent fiery mother of pearl round butt smooth grips, complete and very nice looking but as
usual not working due to small wire springs missing or broken (C&R) ......cccccceeeceveecnnn.... $195

21-B Ruger .22 LR / .22 Magnum “New Bearcat Convertible” 1st Year Production Dual
Cylinder Single Action Revolver 4” barrel with mint bore, 99%+ original blue, fixed sights,
mint cylinder scene on both “.22 LR” and “.22 Mag” cylinders with both serial numbered
to gun, mint (2) piece Rosewood grips with small silver Ruger medallions, appears unfired
(both cylinders), as new black and yellow box that is unlabeled and un-serialized with original
owner’s manual, made in 1994 and well below the first 1900 guns made, comes with factory
letter, collector quality ... ..$2150

22-B Ruger .22 LR “Gld Medel Letter Serles Bean:at Slngle Aetlen Heueluer 4‘ barrel
with mint bore, 99% original blue and brass anodized triggerguard, mint epoxy resin smooth
Rosewood grips, first year manufacture (1958) and “A” prefix serial number, collector quality
in near new condition Ruger catalog BC-4, with factory letter (C&R) .......c.cccveeenc........$875

23-B Ruger .22 LR “Old Model Letter Series Bearcat” Single Action Revolver 4” barrel
with mint bore, 99% original blue and brass anodized triggerguard, mint epoxy resin smooth
Rosewood grips, first year manufacture (1958) and “B” prefix serial number, collector quality
in near new condition Ruger catalog BC-4, with factory letter (C&R) ........cccceveneee........$875

24-B Ruger .22 LR “0ld Model Letter Series Bearcat” Single Action Revolver 4” barrel
with mint bore, 99% original blue and brass anodized triggerguard, mint epoxy resin smooth
Rosewood grips, first year manufacture (1958) and “C” prefix serial number, collector quality
in near new condition Ruger catalog BC-4, with factory letter (C&R) .....c.ccccecvveence.......$875

25-B Ruger.22 LR “0Old Model Bearcat” 1! Year Production Boxed Single Action Revolver 4”
barrel with mint bore, fixed sights (un-staked front), 99 %2% original blue with brass colored
aluminum triggerguard, mint (2) piece epoxy resin Rosewood grips, (3) digit serial number,
made in 1960 and comes in original (2) piece red and black box with just the last (2) digits of
serial number visible in white marker, box shows a little edge wear, comes with factory letter,
collector quality (C&R) ... . $895

26-B Ruger .22 LR “Old Medel Beareat" “S" Suﬂix on Serlal Number Denetmg “Seeend"
Single Action Revolver 4” barrel with mint bore, 96% original blue with cylinder getting thin
and little wear at muzzle and ejector rod, fixed sights with un-staked front sight looking at
little shorter than normal, brass plated triggerguard is a little light in color, mint epoxy resin
Rosewood grips, made in 1962 and works fine, comes in it’s original (2) piece black and red
box with a little edge damage, comes with factory letter (C&R) ...ccovvvvvviveivviiiiciiiennnn . $795

27-B Ruger .45 ACP /.45 Colt Dual Cylinder “New Model Flat Top Blackhawk” Single action
Revolver 5 2" barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue, mint Ruger “eagle” medallions on
imitation ivory two piece grips, special manufacturers run for “Lipsey’s Distributors” in 2015
as new overall, collector quality ... ..$795

28-B Sig Sauer .40 S&W “Medel P229 Duuble / Smgle Aetmn Aute Plstel 3 9” barrel
with mint bore, 99 2% black Nitron finish, “Siglite” night sights, accessory rail, mint black
synthetic grips, as new in case with (2) 10 round magazines and all paper.........................$875

29-B Smith & Wesson .22 LR “Model 34” 22/32 Kit Gun Double / Single Action Revolver 4”
pinned barrel with excellent bright bore, factory target style sights with fully adjustable rear, flat
sloped cylinder latch, square butt smooth Rosewood grips are not S&W originals, 80% fading and
graying original blue, made in 1960, works well, comes in original tattered box (C&R) ......... $495

30-B Smith & Wesson .22 LR “22/32 Kit Gun Model of 1953” Double / Single Action Revolver
4” ribbed barrel with mint bore, factory blade front and fully adjustable target style rear sight,
98% original period blue and case color on hammer and trigger, early improved “I” (4) screw
frame, flat latch, mint checkered dark Walnut round butt, diamond center grips with silver
medallions, made in 1955 and comes in its original two piece reinforced corner box with
end label and serial number on bottom, box is good+ and has original paperwork inside, all
iatening numbers.on metal and grips (GE&R) wswsnnammannmsmmpassrsnsnd 1029
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31-B Smith & Wesson .22 Winchester Magnum “Model 48-7” Double / Single Action
Revolver 4” barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue with a very light cylinder “drag” line,
ramp blade front and fully adjustable target style rear sights, mint checkered Walnut target
style grips with gold S&W medallions and diamond at escutcheon, as new in original blue
plastic case with all paper and cable lock, made around 2010... ..$795

32-B Smith & Wesson .32 S&W (Not Special) “Regulation Pellee Deuble /Smgle Aetlen
Revolver 4” pinned barrel with excellent bright bore, fixed sights, 97% original period blue
and dark case colors, “5 screw” pre war “I” frame, made around 1920, all matching except
for grips which are early S&W logo hard rubber “I” Frame round butt style grips missing grip
SEIBW GAR) «wvnaiiin - PATH

33-B Smith & WBSSOH 32 s&w (Nnt Speelal) “Medel 33-1 (Flegulatmn Pnllee)" Deuble/
Single Action Revolver 4” pinned barrel with mint bore, fixed sights 98%+ bright blue and
vivid case colors, mint “Magna” style checkered Walnut square butt grips with silver S&W
medallions and number matched to gun, sloped flat latch cylinder release, about new overall
with excellent function, these are nice low recoil / low noise revolvers with adequate stopping
power without the harsh .38 Special recoil and flash from today’s short barrel revolvers,
collector quality, made around 1960 (C&R) ... ..$765

34-B Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum “Model 66 3 Combai Magnum“ Dduhle/Smgle Aetmn
Stainless Revolver 2 %” barrel with mint bore, 99% matte stainless finish with black hammer,
trigger and sights, ramp bead orange insert front and fully adjustable target style rear sights,
factory rubber warp around, finger groove, round butt grips with S&W logos, about new in
original blue plastic case, matching end label, keys and registration card (no manual) ....$795

35-B Smith & Wesson .45 ACP “.45 Hand Ejector Brazilian Contract of 1937” Double / Single
Action Revolver 5 %2” pinned barrel with very good bright bore, fixed sights, (5) screw frame,
90% original bright blue and faded case color, clear markings with Brazilian crest and “1937”
on sideplate, blue has a scratchy appearance, mismatch on cylinder and commercial style
checkered Walnut, diamond center, silver S&W medallion grips, lanyard at butt, times and
locks up fine (C&R) ... ..$675

36-B Smith & Wesson 45 ACP = 45 Hand E;eetor Brazlllan Centraet ef 1937“ Deuble/Smgle
Action Revolver 5 ¥2” pinned barrel with excellent bright bore, fixed sights, (5) screw frame,
90% original bright blue and faded case color, clear markings with Brazilian crest and “1937”
on sideplate, blue has a scratchy appearance, mismatch on cylinder and crane, smooth Walnut
original style grips, lanyard at butt, time and locks up fine (C&R) .....cccceveveiriniveccene . $675

37-B Smith & Wesson .22 LR “Model 61 Escort” Pocket Auto Pistol 2 ¥2” barrel with mint bore,
99% original blue, fixed sights, mint checkered brown plastic grips, “S&W” marked 5 shot
blued magazine, looks new overall, made in 1971 (C&R) ... .. $465

38-B Smith & Wesson 9mm Para “Model 39” Auto Plstnl 4” barrel Wlth m|nt bere 98%
original bright blue, factory open sights, early long extractor model with hammer drop safety,
mint checkered Walnut grips with silver S&W medallions, checkered backstrap, lanyard ring,
S&W marked 8 shot magazine, looks and functions like new, made around 1959 (C&R) ..$795

39-B Smith & Wesson .45 ACP “Model SW1911 E Series” Stainless Auto Pistol 5" barrel with
mint bore, stainless surfaces are bright on sides of slide and satin on frame and top of slide, (3)
white dot combat style sights, mint black slide release, oversize manual safety, full beavertail
grip safety, checkered mainspring housing and skeletonized hammer, slide has “fish scale”
style grasping cuts front and rear, skeleton aluminum trigger with over travel adjustment, super
trigger pull, laminate rosewood grips with conventional checkering, “fish scale” surfaces and
large diamond with “E” in center, as new in original blue plastic case with all paper and (2)
bumper bottom stainless magazines, looks and functions near new, made in 2011...........$1285

40-B Springfield Armory .45 ACP “Model 1911-A1” Auto Pistol 5” barrel with mint bore, 99%
original matte black finish, standard open sights, mint logo textured black rubber grips, (1) 8
round magazine, looks and functions as new, in generic plastic case..........ccccceecvveeevrenen.. $495

41-B Stevens .22 LR “Diamond No. 43 Model” Single Shot Tip Up Pistol 6” part round/part
octagon barrel with good bright bore, 95% slightly faded barrel blue, 90%+ dulling nickel on
frame, very good square butt Walnut (2) piece grips, bead front and screw elevation adjustable
sporting open rear sights, matching numbers, excellent function (C&R) ...........................$215

42-B Walther 9mm Para “Model P-38” Commercial Boxed Auto Pistol 5" barrel with mint
bore, 99%+ original matte blue finish, (2) white dot sights, mint checkered black plastic
grips, lanyard ring, double and single action, as new in original (2) piece wood grain box with
numbered test target, owners manual, cleaning rod and spare 8 shot magazine, not a police
gun but a true commercial made in 1982 ... P ..$875

43-B Walther / Smith & Wesson .380 ACP “Medel PPK/S“ Double /Smgle Aetlen Stamless
Auto Pistol 3 '4” barrel with mint bore, all stainless surfaces are like new, (2) red dot open
sights, checkered black plastic Walther logo grips, (1) fingerest magazine, as new in matching
Case With registration Card .........oooiie i s s e s ere s enes DOOD

CENTERFIRE RIFLES

44-B Chinese 7.62x39mm “Type 53” Mosin Nagant Type 44 Bolt Carbine 25 2” barrel with
fair pitted bore, 95% arsenal rebuild blue, factory military open sights with rear graduated
to 1000 meters, receiver shows Chinese characters, “1955” date and “26” for arsenal 26 at
Jianshe (also known as state factory no.296 at Chongqing) side folding cruciform bayonet, no
wiping rod, receiver and clip bottom match numbers but mismatch on bolt, good sound Asian
hardwood straight grip stock with slots for sling (none provided) and steel buttplate, works
fine but works like it has seen a few conflicts (C&R) .......cccevueeee. N .. $395

45-B Norinco 7.62x39mm “Model Mak-90 Sporter” Cllp Feed Aute Garbme 16 1/z” barrel with
mint bore, 98% original blue, factory raised front hood protected sight and open ladder style
sight graduated to 800 meters, minty black wooden furniture with prominent pistol grip, small
(2) vent hole forend and “Dragoon” rifle style buttstock with smooth steel buttplate, comes
with green cloth sling with leather keepers and 5 shot magazine, excellent function and all
matching numbers, shows little or no actual use .. - ..$1500

46-B Norinco 7.62x39mm “Model SKS” Auteldader Carbme 20 1/2” barrel wdh mmt bere 99%
original blue, military style open sights with rear sight graduated to 1000 meters, all matching
numbers on metal, excellent light colored Asian hardwood stock is renumbered to match,
wiping rod but no bayonet, green canvas sling with leather keepers, cleaning kit in butt, looks
and functions as new, import marked receiver.. .. ..$595

47-B Norinco 7.62x39mm “Model SKS” Autolnader Earlv Style Carbme 20 ‘/z” barrel with
excellent bright bore, 80% original blue with most loss on thinning and silvering receiver,
standard open military sights with rear sight graduated to 1000 meters, all matching numbers,
early Chi-com military inletted sling swivel in butt and integral swivel bar at gas port wood is
all original with dark dirty look, steel butt with storage trap (no cleaning kit), excellent function,
talding splke bayanerand wiping a8 (GRR) insnnsunmmmenmnuimmsissiassiamada s

48-B Remington .222 Remington “Model 722A” Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with excellent bore, 98%
original blue, ramp bead front sight and open dovetail slot on barrel boss, has a Weaver “KV 2
¥-5x32mm” scope mounted using Weaver rings and (2) piece bases, scope has clear optics
and fine crosshairs, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with checkered black aluminum
logo buttplate and “pocket” style Q.D. swivel bases with swivels missing, excellent function
with nice trigger, manufactured 1950 (C&R) .. — ..$475

49-B Savage 303 Savage “Model 99” Lever Fllﬂe 26” barrel Wlth excellent bere 95% englnal
blue with some light peppering pitting mostly on receiver, factory dovetail bead front and
sporting open rear sights, plus factory, drilled and tapped for tang style sights, cocking
indicator, cartridge counter, lightly figured dark Walnut straight grip stock with all finish
stripped off both buttstock and forend, serrated black buttplate is a modern replacement,
shotgun style butt, 303 Savage ammo is still available from custom makers and is slightly
more powerful than 30/30 round, excellent function, made in 1916 (C&R) ........cccccvncee... $495

50-B Springfield 30/06 “Model 1903 Post WW-I1” Bolt Rifle 24” Sedgeley made barrel with
mint bore and marked “USMC/S”, 90% + original blue, standard 1903 ladder and blade sights,
pistol grip stock with a 1 ¥2” crack at rear of upper tang and excellent checkered blued steel
trap style buttplate, “N.S.” marked bolt (nickel steel), all early milled parts, no “Hatcher hole”
receiver shows (2) drilled, tapped and plugged holes on right rear, a very nice rebuild 1903 that
should be a fine shooter (C&R) ... ; I T

51-B Weatherby .300 Weatherby Magnum “Mark U“ Medel German Made Belt Flllle 24” barrel
with mint bore, 98% original high polish blue, made by J.P. Sauer of West Germany in 1960, 9
lock lug bolt, hammer forged barrel, Weatherby started using J.P. Sauer to manufacture the Mark
V’s in 1958, minty fancy grained Walnut pistol grip stock with skipline diamond cut checkering,
Rosewood forend cap and pistol grip cap with diamond center, Weatherby logo black vent rubber
recoil pad and factory swivel eyes, Monte Carlo with pronounced cheek rest, no open sights but
receiver has an excellent Weatherby 2 34-10x44mm scope with focusing ring along with crosshair
adjustment, Bueller scope base and rings, the best of the best in 1960 (C&R) .......cccc...c..... $1875

52-B Winchester 250/3000 Savage “Model 54 Sporter” Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with excellent
bright bore, 98% original blue, ramp bead front sight, slot blank in rear barrel boss, “Griffin
& Howe” style left side mount (no rings or scope), Redfield receiver sight mounted using
factory holes, stock was cut for a different receiver sight and “cut” is oversized for present
sight, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, checkered steel “widows” peak
buttplate and added swivel “eyes”, excellent function in a nice classic light recoiling caliber,
manufactured 1932 (C&R) .. ..$1385

53-B Winchester 25/35 “Model 94“ Saddle ng Leuer Carblne 20" barrel wdh falr pitted
bore, pinned on blade front and (2) position open folding leaf rear sights, 30% original blue
mixing with brown and light pitting, long forend with (3) tack decoration on each side, straight
grip carbine butt of shotgun style with tack decorated “cross” on right cheek, home made
buttplate appear to be thick leather, upper tang broken off and replaced with crudely made
riveted on piece, made in 1912 and works surprisingly well (C&R) ......cccovvveveiiieciinvenn $375

54-B Winchester 30/30 “Model 94AE” Saddle Ring Lever Carbine 16” barrel with mint bore,
99%+ original blue, 100™ anniversary marked receiver, factory open sights plus factory drilled,
tapped and plugged for scope bases (none provided), mint figured Walnut straight grip stock
with logo checkered black plastic buttplate, made in 1994 and comes in original box with hang
tag and sales slip from 1994, collector quality .......ccccouiiiieiiceii i 91045

RIMFIRE RIFLES

55-B Anschutz .22 LR “Achiever Model” Clip Feed Target Bolt Rifle 19 2" barrel with mint
bore, 98% original blue, large “Globe” style replaceable insert front sight, folding open rear
sight, grooved receiver mounted fully adjustable large iris target style aperture rear sights,
minty Walnut pistol grip stock with stippled pistol grip, vented forend, aluminum forend
accessory rail, length adjustable buttplate, comes with (1) red bottom 5 shot Anschutz marked
magazine, excellent function .. . . ..$625

56-B Anschutz .22 LR “Sperter Medel“ Cllp Feed Belt lee 21 1/:” sperter welght barrel
with mint bore, hooded ramp bead front and (3) leaf folding open rear sights (graduated 50-
75+100 meters) and grooved receiver,, 98%+ original bright blue, mint dark lightly figured
Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, low European style cheekpiece, serrated black
plastic buttplate and factory 1” swivels, 5 shot original magazine, manufactured around 1970,
excellent function, super looker (C&R) .. ..$825

57-B Hamilton .22 Cal. “Model No. 27“ Tlppmg Breeeh Slngle Shnt Buvs Parts Fllﬂe 157
barrel with very good original liner, late variation style with 90% original blue and minty board
style Walnut buttstock and tiny forend, front sight is present but no rear sight, missing breech
block and handle, firing pin and mainspring, no buttplate, remaining parts are all very good to
excellent with lots of original blue and excellent wood (C&R) .. R ..$145

98-B Hamilton .22 Rimfire “Model No. 27” Tipping Breech Smgle Shot Beys Parts Hllle 157
barrel with poor pitted original liner, 98% refinish blue, early style missing rear sight, breech
block, firing pin and forend wood, buttstock is excellent, no buttplate, nice looking parts gun
(C&R) .. o ;:h12b

59-B Hamllten .22 Fllmnre “Medel Ne 27“ Late Style Tlppmg Breeeh Bevs Parts Fllile 15”
barrel with fair pitted bore, 98% of a very nice refinish blue, missing its breech cocking bolt
and associated parts, excellent wood with custom forend, looks very nice just needs a few
parts to complete (C&R) .. " 5125

60-B J.C. Higgins (High Standard) 22 S L & LH “Medel 31“ Tube Feed Aute Fllile 24” barrel
with mint bore, 98% original blue, factory open sporting sights, grooved receiver and J.C.
Higgins 4x scope, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with nice grain and color, grip cap and logo
serrated black plastic buttplate, excellent function showing little or no actual use, nice quality
made by High Standard for Sears (C&R) ... ..$315

61-B Marlin .22 S, L, & LR “Model 100?” Smgle Shet “Bevs Hlﬂe“ 24” barrel wdh excellent
bore, early model with no model number on barrel only “Marlin Firearms Co.” over “New Haven,
Conn. 22, S, L, & LR” single shot with manual cocking by knob at rear of bolt, 98% original blue,
blade front sight in a slot groove (not dovetail) and sporting open rear sight with dovetail base
and single screw attachment, excellent light colored hardwood pistol grip stock with serrated
black hard rubber buttplate, excellent function showing little or no actual use (C&R) .......$195
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62-B Mossberg .22 LR “Model 44 US” Clip Feed Bolt “U.S. Property” Training Rifle 26”
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original Parkerized and blued surfaces, bead front and Mossberg
S-100 swing away fully adjustable “peep” sights, excellent hardwood pistol grip stock with
factory swivels and serrated blued steel buttplate, U.S. Property marked barrel and receiver,
made in 1943-1944, excellent function, wood will show storage wear (C&R) ................... $395

63-B Mossberg .22 LR “Model 44 U.S.” Clip Feed Bolt U.S. Property Marked Rifle 26” barrel
with mint bore, 98% original Parkerizing and blue, “U.S. Property” marked barrel and receiver,
dovetail bead front and Mossberg “S-100” swing away fully adjustable target rear sights, very
good+ Walnut pistol grip stock with serrated blued steel buttplate and factory swivels, receiver is
factory drilled, tapped and plugged for side mount scope base, one of the safety indicator “jewels”
is missing, excellent function, made for U.S. Army. around 1944 for training rifle (C&R) ...... $395

64-B Mossherg .22 LR “Model 44 US” Clip Feed Bolt “U.S. Property” Training Rifle 26”
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original parkerized and blued surfaces, bead front and Mossberg
S-100 swing away fully adjustable “peep” sights, excellent hardwood pistol grip stock with
factory swivels and serrated blued steel buttplate, U.S. Property marked barrel and receiver,
made in 1943-1944, excellent function, wood will show storage wear (C&R) ................. $365

65-B Mossherg .22 LR “Model 44 U.S.” Clip Feed “U.S. Property” Marked WW-II Training
Bolt Rifle 26” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original commercial blue, bead front and Lyman
“57MS” target style fully adjustable peep rear sight, receiver is also drilled, tapped and
plugged for a side mount scope, (looks factory), excellent light colored Walnut pistol grip
stock with factory swivels and serrated blued steel buttplate, exc. function, early style U.S.
Property marked barrel and receiver with leather sling, early 1943 (C&R) ........ccccoon.n. $385

66-B Mossherg .22 LR “Model 144 U.S.” U.S. Property Target Bolt Rifle 27" heavy target
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue, Redfield replaceable insert “Globe” front
and Redfield fully adjustable target style rear with large iris sights, excellent hardwood
pistol grip stock “marksman” style stock with cheek piece, serrated black plastic buttplate,
factory swivels and “hand stop” metal plate behind front sling swivel (no hand stop provided),
excellent function, looks and functions near new, these rifles were serialized with “US” in front
if 4 or 5 digit number, this one was made in the early 1950’s as it does not have the “accro
groove” barrel, collector quality, safety “jewels” still intact, 10 shot magazine (C&R) ......$795

67-B Mossherg .22 LR “Model 144 U.S.” U.S. Property Marked Clip Feed Target Bolt Rifle
27”7 heavy target barrel with mint bore, 98% + original blue, Redfield Globe style replaceable
insert front and Redfield target style fully adjustable large iris rear factory sights, excellent
dark stained hardwood pistol grip stock of the “Marksman” style with cheekpiece, serrated
black plastic buttplate, factory 1 ¥2” sling swivels and “hand stop” blued steel slotted plate
behind front swivel, this model was a post WW-II trainer ordered by the U.S. Government,
they were serial number marked with a “U.S.” prefix, this one is in as new condition and made
around 1950 to 1960 super collectable condition or a good starter target rifle, comes with (1)
clip, looks near new (C&R) ... ; ..$795

68-B Ortgies/Deutsche WErke 22 LR “Model I“ Tlpplng Breach Slngle Shot Deluxe Bovs Rifle
23" round barrel with excellent bright bore, 97% original barrel blue with some light peppering
pitting, receiver is a mix of light brown/blue with some scattered light pitting, nice “reclining
lion” trade mark on breach, Rosette on Walnut pistol grip stock checkered stock and on buttplate,
excellent function, not often seen in this good condition and in deluxe format (C&R) .......... $325

69-B Ortigies/Deutsche Werke .22 LR “Modell” Tipping Barrel Single Shot Boys Rifle 19” barrel
with very good lightly pitted bore, 90% faded barrel blue, receiver has “reclining lion” logo and a
blue/brown finish, simple open sights, light colored “board” straight grip stock with branded in
lion logo, wood is sound but shows its age, butt is factory checkered (no buttplate) (C&R) .. $195

70-B Remington .22 LR “Model 241-SA” Speedmaster Takedown Autoloader Butt Feed Rifle
24” barrel with excellent bore, 96% original bright blue with a little scattered peppering pitting
on receiver, quality replacement bead front and factory sporting open rear sights, good solid
dark Walnut pistol grip stock thatis very dirty and shows lots of finish loss, excellent function
but needs wood refinish, manufactured 1941 (C&R) .. .. $495

71-B Remington .22 LR “Model 513-T” U.S. Property “MatuhMaster“ Marked Cllp Feed Bolt
Target Rifle 27" heavy barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, original Redfield “Globe” style
frontand fully adjustable large iris Redfield rear sights plus factory drilled, tapped and plugged
for target scope blocks and grooved receiver, excellent lightly figured Walnut “Marksman”
style pistol grip stock with checkered steel buttplate, front accessory rail and logo 5 shot clip,
no swivels, excellent function, made around 1963 and shows little actual use, “U.S.” serial
number (C&R) ... s D20

72-B Remington 22 LH “Model 513-T“ MatchMaster Cllp Feed U S Marked Bnlt Rlile 27"
barrel with excellent bright bore, 95% original Parkerizing, Redfield “Globe” style replaceable
insert front and replacement “Williams” peep fully adjustable rear sights, plus grooved receiver
and drilled and tapped (factory) for scope blocks (no filler screws), good serviceable pistol grip
Walnut stock that was cut at butt for a child then reattached with original piece of cut off wood,
accessory rail at front but no swivels, works fine and made around 1962 (C&R) ...............$400

73-B Remington .22 LR Shot “Model 572-SB” Routledge Bore Pump Rifle 23” barrel with mint
smooth bore, 99% original bright blue, bead front shotgun style sight plus grooved receiver,
minty dark Walnut pistol grip stock with nice figure and color, checkered black plastic logo
buttplate and matching serrated pump handle, excellent function, looks new overall, made in
1961, collector quality (C&R) ... ..$1695

74-B Remington 22 LR “Model 540)(Fl"" Smgle Shut Target Bolt lee 22” heauy barrel with
mint bore, 97% original blue going a bit plum, Redfield “Globe” style replaceable insert front
and Redfield fully adjustable target style “peep” sights plus factory drilled, tapped and plugged
for scope blocks and grooved receiver, good solid large position Walnut stock with length
adjustable buttplate and accessory aluminum forend rail,. excellent function, stock shows lots
of range use nicks, dings and scratches ... . .. $545

75-B Ruger .22 LR “Model 10/22” Clip Feed Auto Carbme 18 %z” barrel Wlth mlnt bure 98%
original blue, factory open sights plus Weaver rail on receiver for scope use has a Weaver “D4”
scope installed with the focus ocular workable, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with
black plastic carbine buttplate, red color original Ruger 10 shot magazine, manufactured 1977,
excellent function .. ..$285

76-B Savage .22 W|nnhester Magnum/ZO Gauge“Mndel 24C DL“ Uver/UnderCombo Gun
24" barrels with excellent bright bores, shotgun barrel has 3” chamber and fixed modified
choke, rifle barrel has a grooved top for scope mounting, factory sporting open sights still
present, 97% original blue on barrels, minty matte nickel game scene engraved receiver with a
little hardened oil on surface, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with Monte Carlo, impress
checkered cheeks, grip cap, serrated black plastic buttplate and matching impress checkered
forend, side button barrel selector and solid joined barrels, excellent function (C&R) ......

$785

77-B Savage / Anschutz .22 LR “Model Match 64” Single Shot Target Bolt Rifle 26” heavy
barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue, Anschutz large “Globe” replaceable insert front
sight and elaborate original Anschutz fully adjustable rear target sight mounted on grooved
receiver, factory target scope blocks on barrel, near excellent target style Walnut stock with
ergonomic stippled grip, full length aluminum accessory rail, cheekpiece and factory black
rubber buttplate, shows only minor nicks and dings on wood, excellent function ............ $695

78-B Savage /Anschutz .22 LR “Model Mark 10” Single Shot Target Bolt Rifle 26” barrel with
mint bore, 98% original blue, factory “Globe” front and fully adjustable “peep” rear sights plus
grooved receiver, excellent hardwood light colored pistol grip “Marksman” style stock with
accessory front rail with handstop/1 ¥2” sling swivel, rear swivel and a serrated black plastic
buttplate, excellent function .. e . $485

79-B Savage / Anschutz .22 LH “Model Mark 10 3" Slngle Shnt Target Bult lee 26" heavy
barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, factory “Globe” replaceable front insert sight and
elaborate Anschutz micrometer target “peep” large iris rear sights, grooved receiver, excellent
dark stained hardwood pistol grip stock with cheekpiece, aluminum accessory rail, rear sling
swivel and serrated black plastic buttplate, excellent function... ..$595

80-B Savage / Anschutz .22 LR “Mark 12 Model” Single Shut Target Bolt Fllile 26” heavy
barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, “Globe” replaceable insert front and fully adjustable
target style rear aperture sights, rear sight is attached using the grooved receiver, very good
marksman style hardwood pistol grip stock with cheekpiece, serrated black plastic buttplate,
factory swivels, triggerguard shows a washer repair of rear, excellent function with only minor
loss of finish on stock................ " . $395

81-B Savage / Anschutz 22 LFl “Mudel 164 Cllp Feed Spurter Bult HI"B 24” Sporterwmght
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue, hooded ramp bead front and elevation
adjustable folding open rear sights, plus grooved receiver, mint light colored Walnut pistol
grip stock with Monte Carlo, cheekpiece, cut checkering and serrated black buttplate, excellent
function, collector quality, manufactured 1973 (C&R) ... : ..$725

82-B Stevens .22 LR “Favorite Model” Dropping Block Slngle Shot Leuer Takedown Rifle
24" octagon barrel with excellent bright bore, “Beeches” folding “Pin head” circular front and
standard sporting open rear sights, factory drilled, tapped and plugged for tang sights (none
provided), 98%+ original barrel blue with a couple tiny spots of pitting, receiver is a smooth
un-pitted mottled gray/brown with “Stevens A&T Go.” over “Chicopee Falls, Mass U.S.A.”,
excellent Walnut straight grip stock with very good+ “Stevens Favorite” banner logo checkered
hard rubber buttplate, missing only its “ring” on takedown bolt, collector quality (C&R) $395

83-B Stevens .22 LR “Favorite Model” Dropping Block Single Shot Lever Takedown Boys
Rifle 24” octagon barrel with fair pitted bore, 65% original barrel blue, receiver is a smooth
un-pitted dark mottled brown with Stevens “Favorite” ontop of receiver Rocky Mountain blade
front and sporting open rear sights, drilled tapped and plugged for tang sight (none provided)
with “model 1915” on tang, good original wood has been refinished and logo banner hard
rubber buttplate shows a crack at lower screw, excellent function (C&R) .............c............$275

84-B Stevens Arms (Savage) .22 S, L, & LR “Visible Loading Repeater” Pump Rifle 22” round
barrel with excellent bright bore, 97% original barrel and tube blue, receiver is a mottled gray/
blue with some light pitting and hammer impact marked on left side of receiver where someone
tried to punch out the “action pin” that had its screw slot head broken off (remains of pin still in
action so really no need to remove), excellent function, very nice Walnut straight grip stock and
circular grooved pump handle, blued steel buttplate, lots of finish loss on wood with storage
dings and scrapes, original open sights, looks very good, made in the 1920’s (C&R) ......... $385

85-B Winchester.22 WRF “Model 1890” Pump Rifle 24” octagon barrel with fair pitted bore, 90%
original blue on barrel with light scattered pitting overall, receiveris mostly mottled gray with light
peppering pitting, original open sights, very good dark Walnut straight grip stock with crescent
steel buttplate, matching grooved pump handle, made in 1916 and good function (C&R) .... $425

86-B Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 69A” Target Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25” barrel with
excellent bright bore, 95%+ original blue, ramp bead front sight is missing its hood, target
“peep” Winchester model 97B fully adjustable rear sight plus drilled and tapped (4) holes for
side mount scope base (none included), very good Walnut pistol grip stock with sling swivels
and logo plastic buttplate, works fine but magazine is missing (C&R) ...ccccccevvvriviicrnn...$195

87-B Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 60” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 23” barrel with excellent
bore, 95% original slightly faded blue, bead front sight, open rear dovetail, nicely installed
Tasco 4x15mm scope on a Weaver style rail on barrel, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock
with logo hard rubber buttplate, excellent function (C&R) .. b b ..$295

88-B Winchester .22 LR “Model 55” Single Shot Auto Bottum E|eut|ng Fmie 22” barrel with
mint bore, factory open sporting sights, 99% original blue, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock
with logo plastic buttplate, excellent but odd function, collector quality (C&R) ................ $345

89-B Winchester.22S,L, & LR “Model 121” Single Shot Barreled Action for Bolt Rifle 20 12"
barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% original blue, grooved receiver, no sights or other parts,
pre 1968 (C&R) ... . 975

90-B Winchester 22 S L & LH “Model 121 Smgle Shut Barreled At:tlunfnr Bult Hlile 20 /N
barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% original blue, grooved receiver, no sights or other parts,
pre 1968 (C&R) ... 975

91-B Winchester 22 S L & LFl “Model 67”" Barreled Antlun for Slngle Shut Bolt Fllile 27"
barrel with excellent bright bore, 95%+ original blue with some mild peppering pitting, no
other parts, just barrel and receiver (C&R) ..................... - ..$70

92-B Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 67“ Barreled Actlon fnr Smgle Shot Bult Hlile 27"
barrel with excellent bright bore, 95%+ original blue with some mild peppering pitting, no
other parts, just barrel and receiver (C&R) .......ccoocovvieeciceciie e D T O

SHOTGUNS

93-B Florida Firearms Corp. / Zabala 12 Gauge “Field Grade” Side by Side Shotgun 28”
barrels with raised rib, 3” chambers and fixed full and modified chokes, excellent bores, 98%
original blue with some spots of browning and pitting from poor storage, double triggers,
extractors, lightly engraved blued boxlock receiver, excellent light color hardwood pistol grip
stock with cut checkering, grip cap, full beavertail push button release forend and completely
squashed vent recoil pad from sitting on its butt, excellent function, good looking and decent
11 kL o T ———. .1

CONTINUED =




PACK AND POSTAL CENTER Tel. (978) 368-0910

1,.2.0.0.2.0.0.2.0.60.0.000.0000062062000000880800080008008088080868808808008808008880808880880888088088.0.

94-B F.N./Belgian12 Gauge “Model A-5” Auto Shotgun 29 '2” plain barrel with excellent bore,
2 %' chamber, fixed full choke, 98% nice quality commercial finish blue, good serviceable
Walnut pistol grip stock with round knob, well worn cut checkering and very nice F.N. logo horn
buttplate, marked only “FN” and not Browning as most European A-5’s are, excellent function
with the usual cracked forend (C&R) ... ..$295

95-B Galef & Sons 20 Gauge “Zabala Made Fleld Grade Slde by S|de Douhle Barrel Shotgun
26" barrels with raised rib, 3” chamber and fixed full and modified chokes, 98% original bright
blue, 40% faded case color on boxlock receiver, double triggers, extractors, excellent colorful
grain Walnut pistol grip stock with factory vent rubber pad and full beavertail forend, excellent
function .. s - .. $385

96-B Harrrngton & Fllehardson 12 Gauge Topper Ntodel 153 Slngle Shot Long Barrel
Shotgun 26” plain barrel with excellent bore, 2 %’ chamber and fixed full choke, 98% original
blue and tiger stripe pattern case color, excellent hardwood pistol grip stock with H&R logo
vent rubber recoil pad, excellent function, looks new (C&R) .. VR ..$285

97-B Ithaca 10 Gauge “Model Mag-10 Deluxe Vent” Autoloader Shotgun 32” uent rlb barrel
with excellent bore, 3 ¥’ chamber and fixed full choke, 95% original blue with some spotty
hunting loss mostly on barrel, receiver shows (2) trigger housing replacement nuts and bolts
instead of original “pins” probably for a now missing aiming device, very good figured Walnut
pistol grip stock with cut checkering, grip cap with center insert missing, solid red rubber recoil
pad and factory swivels, finish on wood shows a little loss and crazing especially on forend,
seems to work well, the only gas operated 10 gauge | know of, a decent hunting gun.........$795

98-B Ithaca 20 Gauge “Model 37R Featherweight” Pump Shotgun 28” plain barrel with
excellent bore, 2 3" chamber and fixed full choke, 98%+ original blue, game scene roll
engraved receiver, bottom ejection, minty fancy tiger stripe dark Walnut pistol grip stock with
impress checkering, logo grip cap and checkered logo black plastic buttplate, made in 1979,
looks new.. . . .. $695

99-B Iver Johnson 16 Gauge “Champlon Model Slngle Shot Shotgun 30” plaln barrel with
excellent bright bore, 2 %" chamber and tight full choke, 95% original bright blue, mint “lver
Johnson/owl head” logo black serrated buttplate on excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock,
excellent function showing little actual use, the best of its kind early on and probably still today,
matching numbers (C&R) .. . ..$295

100-B Iver Johnson 20 Gauge “Champlon Nlodel Slngle Shot Shotgun 28” plaln barrel with
excellent bore, 2 3’ chamber and fixed full choke, 97% original barrel blue, 30% faded case
color, very good+ dark Walnut pistol grip stock with excellent “owl” head logo serrated black
hard rubber buttplate, excellent function (C&R) ... . ..$285

101-B Iver Johnson .410 Gauge “Champion Nlodel Slngle Shot Shotgun 26” plaln barrel with
excellent bore, 3" chamber and fixed full choke, 98% dull original blue on barrel and receiver,
excellent lightly figured Walnut pistol grip stock with mint “owl head” logo serrated black hard
rubber buttplate, excellent function (C&R) .. 91D

102-B IverJohnson .410 Gauge “Champion Nlodel“ Slngle Shot Shotgun 28” pIaln barrel with
excellent bore, 3” chamber and fixed full choke, 80% original blue going brown and showing
lots of light pitting, faded case colors on receiver show about 40%, very good+ Walnut pistol
grip stock with I1J / Owl head logo, serrated black hard rubber buttplate, excellent function, just
showing poor storage but still looks good (C&R) ... , y - VL

103-B J.C. Higgins 16 Gauge “Model 20” (High Standard Made) Pump Shotgun 28” plain
barrel with excellent bright bore, 2 3%” chamber and fixed improved cylinder choke, 97%
original bright blue, nice dark Walnut pistol grip stock showing nice grain and color, grip cap
and logo vent rubber pad, excellent quality and function, looks near new (C&R) ..............$295

104-B Lefever Arms Co. /Ithaca 12 Gauge “Nitro Special Model” Side by Side Shotgun 30”
raised rib barrels with excellent bright bores, 2 34” chambers and fixed full modified chokes,
97% original blue on barrels, 90% faded case color on roll engraved boxlock receiver, auto
safety, double triggers, extractors, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering,
original vent rubber buttpad, splinter style forend, excellent function, 1925 made, very nice
looking (C&R) .. : . . $695

105-B Lefever Arms Co /Ithaea 20 Gauge “Nltro Speelal Model” Slde by Slde Shotgun 28"
raised rib barrels with excellent bright bores and fixed modified and full chokes, unknown
chamber length but some claim all were 2 %" while others claim 2 ¥2’, 97% original barrels
blue, 80% very dark case color on boxlock receiver, double triggers, extractors, very nice
refinished Walnut scant pistol grip stock and “splinter” style forend, auto safety, buttstock
wears a Pachmayr slip on “Decelerator” black rubber pad with no buttplate present, excellent
function and nice looking, made in 1924 (C&R) ... . $695

106-B Mossherg 20 Gauge “Model 500C” Sluoster Flltled Pump Shotgun 24“ tullyF rifled
and ported barrel with mint bore, 3” chamber and integral scope base of cantilever design
mounting a “Tasco Bantam” scope with “bullseye” style crosshair reticle, 98% original matte
blue, mint black synthetic furniture with factory vent recoil pad and stippled grip surfaces,
excellent function . _ . $395

107-B Remington 12 Gauge “Model 1100" Autoloader Shotgun 28” uent rlb barrel with
very good bright bore, 2 3%’ chamber, marked modified but now has a variable “poly choke”
installed, 96% original blue, roll engraved receiver showing the mounting screws for a receiver
mounted scope base (no base present), no indication of basic installed except for screws, very
good Walnut pistol grip stock with “Fleur-de-Lis” impress checkering, grip cap and white line
Pachmayr vent recoil pad, works fine and looks good .. ..$295

108-B Remington 12 Gauge “Model 870 ngMaster" Puntp Shotgun 30“ plaln barrel with
excellent bright bore, 2 3’ chamber and fixed full choke, 97% original blue, very good Walnut
pistol grip stock with logo serrated plastic buttplate, serrated pump handle, wood shows poor
storage with paint splatter, dings, scrapes, and a little finish loss, excellent function, made in
1967 (C&R) .. N ..$315

109-B Flenungton 20 Gauge “Model ETOLW“ L|ghtwe|ght W|ngn1aster“ Pump Shotgun 28”
vent rib barrel with excellent bright bore, 2 34” chamber and fixed improved cylinder choke,
98%+ original bright blue, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with “Fleur-de-Lis” impress
checkering, logo grip cap and logo vent rubber recoil pad, looks and functions near new with
some storage dings ............ . $695

110-B Savage 20 Gauge/ 22 LFl “Model 24 F|eld" Guer/Under Comho Shotgun 24” Serrated
barrels with excellent bores, 98% original blue and case color, factory sporting open sights
and grooved top on .22 barrel, hammer style barrel selector, push button opener in front of
triggerguard, excellent plain hardwood pistol grip stock with serrated black plastic buttplate,
PREE BT TIMOHITN. con e s s R R s v DD

111-B Savage .410 Gauge “Model 220A” Single Shot Shotgun 26” plain barrel with excellent
bore, 3" chamber and fixed full choke, 97% original blue and dark case color, good solid dark
Walnut pistol grip stock with a short crack behind receiver on left side and no buttplate, works
fine (C&R) .. : . 11D

112-B Sprrngheld Arms Co (Steuens) 12 Gauge “Model 315 / F|eId Grade“ Slde by Side
Shotgun 30" barrels with raised rib, 2 34” chambers, mint bores choked improved modified
and improved cylinders, 98% original blue with a little less case color on boxlock receiver,
double triggers, extractors, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with splinter style forend
and added vent rubber recoil pad, excellent function, classic look (C&R) .........................$425

113-B Stevens 20 Gauge “Model 238A” Clip Feed Bolt Shotgun 26” plain barrel with very good
bore, 2 %’ chamber and fixed improved cylinder choke, metal is a smooth un-pitted thinning
blue with brown mixed for about 90% finish, 4 shot detachable magazine, very good Walnut
pistol grip stock with replacement solid black rubber buttplate, a good serviceable shotgun for
slugs or medium birds, wood shows a little amateur checkering (C&R) .....ccccvevevvevnne.... $165

114-B Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 12 Heavy Duck” Pump Shotgun 30" solid rib barrel with
mint bore, 3” chamber and fixed full choke, 98% original bright blue, offset Winchester proof
on ribbed barrel, very good+ Walnut pistol grip stock with Winchester logo solid red rubber
buttpad (slightly deformed at comb which is quite common), correct 13 5/8” length of pull,
excellent function showing little actual use and more storage wear on wood and buttpad than
anything else, super looker and great duck gun, made in 1954, solid rib barreled Heavy Duck
guns are uncommon and sought after by collectors and hunters alike (C&R) .................$1095

115-B Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 12 Heavy Duck” Pump Shotgun 30” solid rib barrel with
mint bore, 3” chamber and fixed full choke, 99% original bright blue, excellent figured Walnut
pistol grip stock with correct 13 5/8” length of pull and factory Winchester logo solid red rubber
recoil pad, matching circular grooved pump handle, this one is in near new condition except fora
slightly deformed recoil pad (common) from sitting on its butt for 68 years and some very minor
scuffs on finish of buttstock, made in 1957 and looks new, collector quality (C&R) ......... $1350

116-B Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 1200” Pump Shotgun 28” plain barrel with mint bore, 2
%” chamber and improved cylinder screw in “Winchoke”, 98% original blue, very good Walnut
pistol grip stock with impress checkering, grip cap and logo vent rubber recoil pad, wood
shows storage dings and scrapes along with a tiny amount of finish loss, a good dependable
multi duty shot with excellent function, made in 1974 (C&R) .. R ...$295

117-B Winchester 16 Gauge “Model 12” Pump Shotgun 28” plaln barrel Wlth mrnt bora 99 2%
original bright blue, 2 3%” chamber, fixed full choke, minty dark Walnut pistol grip stock with
original solid red rubber logo butt pad, made in 1955 and looks and functions as new, collector
QUALEY (C&R) vt et er e e e et e srer e s en s en s e es DOID

COLLECTOR REFERENCE BOOKS
($5.00 for first book and $2.00 for any additional books in the same
order for shipping and packaging)

118-B Hornady Handbook of Cartridge Reloading Rifle-Pistol Vol. Il copyright 1973 by J.W.
Hornady, 511 page hardcover with tattered dust jacket, very good information with excellent
text . ..$10

119-B The Modern Gunsmlth by James V Howe f-‘l”1 edltlon two uolumes reuraed edrtlon with
supplement, copyright 1934-1937 and 1941 reprinted 1944, Vol. | 424 page hard cover with
dust jacket, Vol. | 424 page hard cover with dust jacket and 62 page supplement, excellent in
original red slide cover, by Funk & Wagnalls Co., super condition .. gt ..$150

120-B Lever Action Magazine Rifles by Samuel L. Maxwell Sr., Copyrlghtt‘a?ﬁ hrstedltron by
S. Maxwell printed by Taylor Publishing Co., 368 page hardcover with embossed cover with
gold lettering, super condition, signed dedication to a friend by Sam Maxwell ..................$100

121-B Ruger & His Guns: A History of the Man, The Company and Their Firearms by R.L.
Wilson, copyright 1996 by Simon & Schuster, 358 page hardcover with dust jacket, near new

condition overall, signed by R.L. Wilson .. e .. $70
122-B America’s Premier Gunmakers Brownlng“ by K D Klrkland oopyrlght 1989 by
Brompton books, 112 page hardcover with dust jacket, excellent overall ........cccceevevviviennn. . $8
123-B High Standard Pistols & Revolvers 1951-1984 by James Spacek, first edition published
by author in 1998, 124 page soft cover in excellent condition . ..$30

124-B Small Arms of the World by Ezell, Peg and W.H.B. Smlth 12‘“ reursed edltlon oopyrrght
1983 by Stackpole books, published by Barnes and Noble 1993, 894 page hardcover, no dust

jacket, near new overall .. . - ..$20
125-B Beretta Automatic Plstols byJ B Wood oopyrlght 1985 by Staokpole Books 192 page
hardcover, no dust jacket otherwise excellent, first edition published may 1985 .................$85

126-B Colt Single-Action Revolver Handbook 1955-1975 by Don Wilkerson, copyright 1999 by
Don Wilkerson, printed by Wadsworth Publishing, first edition 1999, 224 page hardcover with
dust jacket near new condition ................ .. $175

127-B German Handguns by lan V. Hogg, oopyrlght 2001 by Hogg publlshed January 2001,
first edition, 319 page hardcover with dust jacket, near new overall .........ccccceoveeeiecenennn.. $45

128-B Complete Guide to Service Handguns by Gene Gangarose, published by Stoeger
Publishing Co. May 1988, 304 page soft cover in excellent condition.........ccccceevvcvvvecrene. $15

129-B The History of the John Russell Cutlery Co. by Merriam Davis, Brown and Buerger,
copyright 1976 by Chaning L. Bete Co., 120 page hardcover wit dust jacket, published by Bete
Press of Greenfield, MA in about new condition overall .. - ...$560

130-B Colt Automatic Pistols Enlarged Revised Edition by Donald B Bady, oopyrlght 1956/1975
by Borden Publishing Co., 354 page hardcover in very good condition with dust jacket, dust
jacket a little ragged, interior is excellent have (2) one without dust cover ...................... $20 each

131-B Single Shot Rifles by James Grant, copyright 1947, first edition, 385 page hardcover,
printed by William Morrow and Company in 1947, no dust cover and a bit tattered on boards
and binding, very good text and pictures .. s . ..$35

132-B More Single Shot Rifles by James Grant oopyrlght 1959 hy James Grant Reprrntedrtron
1976 by the Gun Room Press, excellent overall but no dust cover, 322 page hardcover with
excellent text and pictures .. o0

133-B Still More Single Shot HIﬂES by Jamea Grant oopyrlght 1979 pnnted by Proneer Press
in 1979, 211 page hardcover with no dust jacket, excellent condition with perfect text and
photos .. ..$35

134-B U. S Flrearms 1776 1956 by Major E chks oopyrlght by James HIGkS puolrshed by

James Hicks Publishing, 128 page/88 illustration plate hardcover with well tattered and worn
dust jacket, excellent text and illustrations, first edition .........ccoeoviiiiiiccc . 935




RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

WANTED!

ALL TYPES OF LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

Estate and Machine Gun Appraisals!

Before selling your guns, please call me and make
sure you are getting the most for them!
Consistently providing Excellend and Discreet Service
& fairly priced high quality machine guns since 1985!

Attorney available for trust or estate matters.

** WE PAY UP FRONT **

100% of the agreed price before you ship your guns!
You will never have to wait until I sell your guns in
order to be paid!

100% risk, worry & hassle free transactions!
Avoid the uncertainty of consignment or brokering.
Specializing in investment grade transferable
machineguns.

Specialist in law enforcement purchases
and cashless trades!

OVERNIGHT FUNDING!
| pay the ATF tax & do all the

WWW.Sllli[]llIlS.COIIl paperwork! | provide shipping

RECOMMENDED supplies, heavy duty container
N DEALERS LIST & pay S&H!

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

ELECTED TO




REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle ® Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC ¢ 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE GUN
SEMIAUTO

Russian mainstay

of WWII and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(3) 47rd drum Cleaning kit and sling
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

Call us about California complient models of this gun.

$4995.00

included

$1995.00

.,-h.r—l-

=

GZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH

TORCH CUT Cal.7.62x54R
RECEVERAS PERBATF g I

T

Belts included

L

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

g -

"% I-nl*

308 1919 A4

Semi Automatic Belt Loaders

Available at
e U.S. Gl Parts 5369
e Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
e Metal links and manual included

* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

Exact copy of U.S.
1919A4 LMG

h"L ires anly | AH

BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$395.00

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.

* Google for more info.
* A few available.

$2995.00

Plus shipping

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP (7.65mm)

e Hard case

¢ (2) 20rd magazine

e Owners manual

* Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00
Semi-auto receivers $395.00

Threaded barrel Guns available at $995.00

Extra 20rd mags
available for $30.00

M79 GRENADE LAUNGHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500
Complete $3,000

40mm

Complete guns
$7,900 !

M240B LMG SEMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories |
« Tripods available

4 ..-r-"

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZINES
For the SWD M-11 9MM SMG

* 60 rounders $99.00

* Qver 18,000 sold-Supplies running low

* Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

529-00 30 Rounders l ‘-‘ | j

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG SEMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

* Tripods and
scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections, Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!

m(es \WEBSITE: www.ReconOrd.com =i

FULL TIME CLASS |1l DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975

GUNDIGEST.COM
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WAYNE
DRISKILL

MINIATURE FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Dealing in fine hand crafted,
museum quality miniature firearms.
Sales, buying, consignments, appraisals.

_ ey
PO. Box 2829, Pearland, T X 77588
Office: (281) 485-1830
Cell: (281) 468-7103
Email: wdriskill@hotmail.com

www.waynedriskillminiatures.com

Modern day Riflestocks, at Old fashion Prices

Semi Custom Stocks -- Rifle-Stocks.com
SALE! NEW INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
Brown/Brown, Camo, or Black/Grey Laminate Only $129

WOLVERINE STYLE

Short Varmint Forearm Grip Finger Groov és!

FREE Rosewood Tip & Cap

WOLVERINE THUMBHOL
Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves $139
& Short 2-1/4” Varmint Forearm & up
Available in Claro/Black Walnut, Enghsh Maple, or Laminated

Bolt Actions Only Stocks for over 100 bolt actions
spanning over 100 years!

Palm ‘Swell Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves
Varmint Forearm Grip & 3/8” Vents

Brown or Black Laminate Only $149 Other Colors Available!

Stocks are unfinished & ready for sanding- 96% & 99% inlets

Left Hand, 2 1/4” Varmint, or Thumbhole’s--Add $17
100% Money Back Guarantee!
Order Now: S&H $17.50, Add $3 each addit. Visa, MC, COD($11)

Economy, No Discount $69 [Grade A Fancy $150
Standard Grade $95 |Grade AA Fancy $199
Select Grade $107|Grade AAA Extra Fancy $279
Semi-Fancy - NOW $119 $+29|Exhibition - 100% Figure $379

RICHARDS MICROFIT STOCKS, Inc.

Call Now! 1-800-895-7420 Rifle-Stocks.com
PO Box 1066, SUN VALLEY, CA 91352
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SALE! 5

E5861 Herzberg Road
Marion, Wi 54950
(715) 754 - 2891

THE NINETY-NINE
REVISED THIRD EDITION

lllustrated description of all 32 Versions, ’ """"" -—
NINETY NINE

Serials, Barrel Stamps, Sights, Engraving,
Extra Order, Savage Brand Ammo & Scopes A
! 165 pages, durable soft cover

. REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:

\ GUNS & AMMO: AMERICAN RIFLEMAN:
..'?" RIFLE, PENN GAME NEWS; GUN DIGEST; 1
& GUN WEEK

il

“THE MODEL 99 COLLECTORS BIBLE”
Best SAYAGE Reference Book Available
Assisting Gun Enthusiasts Worldwide
$30 PLUS S5 S&H
PERSONAL CHECKS OK, No Cards/C.0O.D.

Make Checks Pewable to Leslie Murray
31 Spencer Street, S Farmingdale, NY 11735-3133

TRADER KEITH RIFLE STRAP
$75 Call Now 800-338-3146

www.traderkeith.com

COLLECTOR
FIREARMS
CATALOG

Win., Colt, Rem., Marlin,
Sav. & Dbls.
$10.00 U.S.

1 FREE SAMPLE

LARRY’S GUN ROOM

105 N. 8th Street, Beresford, SD 57004
605-763-5090

GUNDIGEST.COM



WEATHERBY FAGTORY
AMMUNITION AND BRASS SALE

224 WBY 55 GR HSP

240 WBY 100 GR HIL
257 WBY 100 GR HIL

6.5 RPM WBY 140 GR HIL
6.5-300 WBY 140 GR HIL

270 WBY 130 GRHIL
7mm WBY 154 GR HILH

300 WBY 180 GR HiL
338 RPM WBY 225 GRHIL
340 WBY 225 GR HSP

375 WBY 300 GR NP

30-378 WBY 180 GR HIL
338-378 WBY 225 GR BTTSX
378 WBY 300 GR HRN

416 WBY 400 GR HRN @ $183.00
460 WBY 500 GR HFMJ @ $183.00

ONCE FIRED BRASS 224, 240, 257, 6.5 RPM,
6.5-300, 270, 7mm, 300, 338 RPM, 340 @5$31.00
375, 30-378, 338-378, 378

5 [ Uy .@ $54.00

NEW UNPRIMED BRASS 224,
240, 257, 6.5 RPM, 6.5-300, 270, 7mm,

300, 338 RPM & 340

375, 30-378,338-378,378
416 & 460

@ $124.00
@ $145.00
@ $145.00

Free Shipping
Minimum Order of 5 boxes
No Sales Tax

CALL JACK @ 706-462-2034

1D OUGIASERSHCARTSON

Anti que American Hirearms

¥ P.O.Box 71035-GD N
Des Moines, lowa 50325

Telephone: 515-224-6552

FULL COLOR
MAIL ORDER CATALOGS OF
FINE ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers
From The Time Period 1848 to 1898. Colt, Remington,
Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert And Many Others.

Each Item Is Described In Accurate Detail.

Large 40 to 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class

Mail Every 6 to 12 Months. Many Items Are Pictured.
A SUbSCI‘ltIOIl To 5 Issues Is $4O In The US Onl £

“42 Years of Antique Firearms Catalogs”™

SMLtdEI"‘ i [m]

_FIREARMS fof COLLECTORS _ "3 15 3 . 3°2

Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 %% ®_8

Over 20, 000 unthue uml modern guns in inventory!

WWW.SIMPSONLID.com

GUNDIGEST.COM
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SUBSCRIBE

‘WRIST WATCHES

BUY & SELL NEW OR USED
Rolex, Omega, Patek Philippe, Cartier, Panerai & Others

o WATER
A RIFLE “'GHT}' : ot

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE ROLEX

PO Box 471, Dublin, OH 43017
614-371-7111 ¢ e-mail: bill@ewmw2.com

PO. Box 932
Hilliard, Ohic 43026-0932 « U.S.A.
Phone (614) 777-078S « Fax (614) 777-0796
E-Mail drachwaldu@ael.com

www.HANDGUNSoFTHEWORLD.com

OLD, RARE AND UNUSUAL Pgm
CLASSIC - ANTIQUE - MILITARY - BUY - SELL - TRADE

GUN GOLLEGTIONS WANTED!

(any size)

Pre-64 Winchesters ¢ American Doubles ¢ Collectable Remingtons
e Sakos ® Weatherhys ¢ Colts ® Smith & Wesson

Will pay a PREMIUM for Collector Quality Guns.
50 Years in gun business. TRY ME BEFORE YOU SELL!

RANDY S. SHUMAN

P.0. Box 177, 321 Steelstown Road, Newville, PA 17241
Phone: 717-776-7861 FAX: 717-776-7034 PRINT + LN
Email: shumanguns@hotmail.com DIGITAL 'ﬂ i

FULL Fy -
VO© ki
@ l—.ﬂ P@ ARIZGNA NEW SUBSCRIBERS:

Ranch Products makes Full Moon Clips for GunDigESt.Com/SUbscribe
all of the popular revolvers for 45 years. NU“ 7-8, 2025 L A . G TEER
TO RENEW:
THE CLINTON HOUSE, CLINTON, SC _
RANCHPRODUCTS.com e GunDigest.com/renew
PO. Box 145 Malinta, Ohio 43535 CANCONEVENT.COM

stevenacrawford@msn.com
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Female photographer se women across the United States
to photograph for a pubhsh photo series titled Girls with Guns

Participants must be 18 or older. All backgrounds are welcome.

No rior modelling experience is necessary. The portraits will

ocument style and taken in your own environment to
ect your authentic lifestyle

Looking for participants in the Northeast, Southeast, Midwest
and West for hunting season during October and November

If interested, lplease email emma.m.toma@gmail.com or send a direct
message on Instagram to @emma_toma
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AFTER 80 oo
YEARS, STILL Gm{m

THE WORLD? GREATEST
GUN BOOK!

We wouldn'’t call this The World’s Greatest Gun Book if we
couldn’t back it up. Today’s Gun Digest is bigger and better than
ever. With more than 600 pages of firearms information and
entertainment, this is the BEST way to raise your Firearms 1.Q.

GET YOURS TODAY!

amazon  GunbDigestStore BARNES&NOBLE

BOOKSELLERS

Order online at GunDigestStore.com & |
or Ca“. 920-471 -4522 < ‘ - roduct No. S8478
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8 must-consider factors
when packing a light.
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LOADED WITH LIGHT //PATRICK SWEENEY

ntil we learn to use sonar,
or genetic manipulation
gives us the means of
thermal ID, we need light.
But because this is America and there
are lots of options ... well, that doesn't
mean they are all correct.

You have to choose—and you have to
choose wisely. Here are a few things to
keep in mind.

1. ENOUGH BUT NOT TOO MUCH
The idea of a megawatt light source
makes some of us a bit giddy. I mean,
who doesn't want to be wielding 2,500
[umens of tactical light or even more?

Well, try doing anything indoors
with that light.

Room-clearing would be an awful
experience, yes, but just plain search-
ing for the blasted blankety-blank
thing you need when the power is out
would be a chore. In truth, 2,500 lu-
mens will blind you when it hits those

YIS LSS SIS LSS LSS LSS LSS LSS LSS SIS LSS LSS LSS SIS S A S AL S S S S LSS LA SIS S S SIS LSS LSS SIS S S S S S S S S S S LSS S S S SV S S S S S/SSSSH.

developer-approved Navajo White
walls you are fond of.

Show some restraint when buying a
light. We were all agog when SureFire
came out with its first handheld tacti-
cal light. “Sixty lumens? Oh my.” That
was considered blinding back then.

So, it you need a pocket light, con-
sider one with selectable lumen out-
puts. And if it's to be mounted on a pis-
tol, keep a hand on your impulses and
“settle” for a “mere” 500 lumens—max.

2. MORE THAN ONE

[ know what you're thinking: Oh, right,
the two becomes one, one becomes
none adage, right?

Well, yes and no. If you're going to
depend on lights, you need backups.
But, you also often need more than
one tool. Two examples come to mind:
dogs and dropped items.

Each night, when I take the dogs out
for their last walk of the day, I've got
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three lights on me. One is a 2,000-lu-
men blaster. If theres something mov-
ing out there in the dark, I want to do
more than just see it. If it might be a
hazard, I want its little retinas to fairly
sizzle when I light them up.

But when it comes time to pick up
dog poop (I'm a responsible dog owner,
and the city requires it even if [ wasn't),
[ don't need 2,500 lumens. So, I have an
adjustable-lumen light clipped to my
pocket programmed to start on “Low.’

No dogs?

OK, how about this: Youve walked to
your car, and at the car you fumbled and
dropped something. Are you going to
pull out your concealed handgun, turn
on your weapon-mounted light and
search for it? If you are, I will disclaim
any knowledge of your existence. “Bob
Smith, the light-on-his-gun-in-the-park-
ing-lot guy? Nope, never met him.

Such things are at the very least go-
ing to get you talked about. And if any-
thing at all goes awry, you could find
yourself in some serious trouble. Have
a regular light so you can see dropped
things, find the keyhole on the lock,
CLC,

3. KNOW YOUR BEAM

Lights come with reflectors, and they
determine the shape of the slight
spread. If you're going to be putting a
light on a ritle in the country to deal
with varmints and hogs, yes, you want
power. But you also want a "hot” center,
lots of throw with a lot of those lumens
in the center of the beam. The measure
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of that is the candela power, and for
reach you need a hot center.

But, if youre going to be working
indoors, you want a wide spread so you
can see things not in the center. Oh,
you'll want a hot center also, but you
need spread as well.

So, do your research and buy ac-
cordingly. That wide beam doesn't help
when trying to hit that coyote at 100
yards, and the high-intensity hot beam
is a big fail indoors.

4. CONTROL THE CONTROLS
Light only helps if you can call on it
when needed. Learn the controls of
your light, and practice until you can
do them by “I need this” and it hap-
pens.

On handguns, that means learning
the controls so you can do momentary
or continuous. You can select strobe if
you want, and you can turn it off eas-
ily. In the dark, under stress, is no time
to be learning the controls or trying to
remember what you read in the owners
manual, once. On rifles and shotguns
that also means training yourself to
where the controls are.

Well, tirst you have to mount them
where you can reach them. Then you
learn to reach and control them. So,
mount the light and its switch (if that is
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Out for a walk with the dogs,
you need even more options.
Yes, a light on the pistol, but
also alight for the dark cor-

ners as well as “work” within
arm’s reach.

cabled to be remote) and then practice.
[t the practice just isn't working, try

a different location. “But that’s where
the SEAL team guy who taught us
mounted his.’

His light was mounted where it was
for a reason. That reason might have
been good, or it might have simply
been required. His reasons and re-
quirements may or may not be the
same as yours.

Mount yours where it works for you.

5. BACKUP YOUR BATTERIES
“Backup” means backup lights and back
up batteries for all of them. Your light
might come with a battery or batter-
ies. Great. But your practice (and need

NOVEMBER 2025|GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |61



LOADED WITH LIGHT //PATRICK SWEENEY

IS LS LSS IS S S S S A S S LSS AL LSS S S S SSSASS LSS S S LSS S S LSS S S S LSS S S TS S S ASSS LSS S S A S S S SSSSSSSSSSASSSSSSASSSSSSSSSSSSSA

[ remind you to practice?) will use up
some of that juice. Buy more now be-
fore you need them.

And heres a hint: Buy in bulk. Why?
OK, a common battery tor lights is
the CR123A. 1 did a quick search and
found six-packs for $13 or so. Hmm.
That's $2.16 per battery before we even
get to shipping? That seems like a lot.

The last time [ bought CR123As,

[ bought a tray of 100 of them. With
shipping, it was around $120. So, $1.20
per. Yes, that’s a lot of batteries, but
they do not go bad sitting on the shelf.
[ have a multi-year supply, and if prices
go up (they never go down), my deal
gets better and better.

Store yours in a warm, dry place
that won't get stuff spilled on it. Label
the box. Keep an eye on it if you have
friends or relatives who might dip into
your supply. Youre set.

6. KNOW THE LAW

Actually, pay attention to the law, be-
cause in this regard the law is pretty
much the same everywhere. Pointing
a loaded weapon at someone is an as-
sault, and doing so could bring conse-
quences.

WeTe back to that search in the park-
ing lot situation. So, there you are,
scrambling in the parking lot or the
parking structure, using your one-and-
only source of illumination, your pistol
light, to find what you dropped, and
someone asks "Need some help there?”
Reflexively, you turn the source of light
to see who is talking, and you have just
committed an assault.

Will they notice? Will they care? Will
they scream for help? Call 9117 The
responding authorities are not neces-
sarily going to be understanding.

You might get a warning; you might
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get more. It would not be unusual in
some jurisdictions for you—at the very
least—to lose your CPL and not get it
back. Or, you might get it back after
much legal hassle. So, know when you
can use it, and if you do need to, have
already worked out the details and pro-
cesses with your attorney.

7. KNOW THE COMPANY

If you break your light, can it be fixed?
Will the company stand behind their
warranty? Do tire tracks and hammer
marks void the warranty?

Oh, lets stop beating around the
bush. Why are you buying a tactical
light made out of chinesium? If this
is important, it is important. So, buy
good gear. The adage “buy once, cry
once’ comes to mind. Cry over the
high price and the performance it
brings, not over the failure because the
cheap, crappy light failed you when
you dropped it, once.

[ expect a light, when dropped, to
show the marks but still keep working.
[t I drop a light (hey, we all get clumsy,
tired, have our hands full), and the
light doesnt work ... hmm. The maker
gets one chance to fix it. If they cant,
won' or it fails again, [ don't use it.
And I won't show it in an article. (No, I
wont send you a list.)

8.LEARN THE LINGO

Last on this list, but first in your ef-
forts: Learn the lingo. Learn the dif-
ference between lumens and candela.
Learn the difference between flood and
throw. Get a sense of the performance
parameters to be had out there. If a

Practice to see if you
canreach the switch.
If not, move it until
you can, regardless of
“how the SEALsdo it.”

new company offers a light that has
just as many lumens as the big guys,
but promises twice the runtime, be
SuspIClOUS.

Know what things mean before you
are standing at the counter of your lo-
cal gun shop, perusing tactical lights.

[t's your money, after all.

But then again, it’s your safety, after
all, too. GDTM
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Once you have mounted

a light onto your rifle or
shotgun ... learntorunitas
efficiently as you’ve learned
torun your firearm.

NOVEMB

Having a light on your
pistol is good, but not
enough. You need a
non-gun light source to
avoid embarrassment ...
or worse.

Buy quality and you
won’t regret it. This
light has been dropped
(even gun writers can
be clumsy), and it still
works just fine.
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Well laid out, the SPX proves a capable
rendition of a modern fighting semi-

Pro Tactical SPX auto shotgun.

Gauge: 12

Action: Gas-operated semi-auto

Chamber Size: 3 inches

BarrelLength: 18.5inches

Choke: Accu-Choke

Capacity: /+1

Overall Length: 37inches

LOP: Adjustable

Sights: Holosun HS407k; front fiber optic
Weight: /.25 pounds

MSRP: $1,371

rom never-fail striker-fired
pistols to potent AR platforms,
suppressible and manageable at
the shoulder, home defense op-
tions are legion. Even with these choices,
the 12-gauge shotgun still has a certain
daunting mystique when manning the
ramparts of your property line and ad-
dressing bumps in the night.

Nothing quite says, “Get oft my lawn!”
more convincingly. And few companies
have perfected the defensive scattergun
like Mossberg.

Like a dark and avenging spirit, the
company’s 500 and 590 series pump guns
strike fear into the black hearts of the
felonious. However, theres a fair case to
be made that Mossbergs newest semi-
auto smoothbore has the chops to hold
its own versus the company’s legends.
Smooth shooting, easy to manipulate
and fast as AC down copper wire, the
newly minted 940 Pro Tactical SPX is
built for defense.

BIRTH OF THE 940

[f youre not familiar with the Mossberg
940 line of shotguns, it's essentially a
redemption story. The company's preced-
ing gas-operated shotgun—the 930—had
all the trappings of greatness. However,

it proved to require plenty of attention

in the maintenance department, lest

it throw in the towel and quit due to a
malfunction. Bad news in field models,
catastrophic in tactical variations.
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Chris Currie was a
breacher in lraq dur-
ing his service with

the Marine Corps. He
shows the proper way
to gainentrytoaroom,
without immedi-

ately putting himself
in harm’s way and his
Pro Tactical SPX at the
ready

Currie worksaroom
clear with his Pro
Tactical SPX at the
high ready.

Currie pies acorner
with his Pro Tactical
SPX on his shoulder.
The key here is not

to hug the wall or
overextend your lateral
movement.
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DRESSED FOR SUCCESS

While the overall furniture on the Pro
Tactical SPX is rather what youd expect—
glass-filled nylon—it has some minutiae
making the gun much more user-friendly.
Perhaps my favorite aspect is the fore,
which Mossberg has wrapped around the
top of the barrel to create a heat shield.
Running the gun hard gets its barrel
smoking, but this elegant feature allows
you to be bold in how you handle and ma-
nipulate the gun.

Speaking of operating the SPX, Moss-
berg has made it simple with an oversized
and knurled charging handle and bolt
release. It is further enhanced with a bev-
eled loading port and an elevator designed
not to bite the thumb that feeds it. A nice
touch, a brazen metallic-orange follower
that leaves no doubt when the mag is
empty. And the safety is in the right spot—
tang—and has very aggressive texturing,
making it easy to flip.

Overall, this adds up to a shotgun you

evaluate and manipulate quickly and run
hard.

HIGH-DESERT SHOWDOWN

A handtul of other gun writersand I had
the opportunity to run the 940 Pro Tacti-
cal SPX in the most fitting setting—Gun-
site Academy’s defensive shotgun course.
Under the tutelage of former Glendale,
California, Deputy Sherift Mario March-
man and U.S. Marine Chris Currie, we put
the gun through its paces in situational
training, urban tactical courses, house-
clearing drill, plain-ol speed and accuracy
tests and manipulation drills.

[n three days, I did north of 500 shells
worth of shooting. Adding a layer of pres-
sure to the participants and the gas-oper-
ated Mossberg was the environment. Dry;
dusty and hot, June in Arizona isnt exactly
inviting ... except, perhaps, to basal cells.

The SPX performed spectacularly,
particularly with the Holosun red dot. I
particularly appreciated the 9405 trigger,
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The 940 action set out to remedy this
issue by re-engineering several key com-
ponents, with rock-solid reliability the
target. As far as the ones I've shot since
its release in 2020, Mossberg has scored
a bulls eye. The gas-gun runs like rain

down a gutter and eats practically any-
thing it’s fed.

Much of this success, not to mention
dependability, of the gun has been its
piston. Placed on the outside of the tu-
bular magazine, venting gas forward and

DIVISION 77

PROJECT 1

Division 77 is a revolutionary gun series that gives our R&D division the freedom to push
design boundaries while honoring the standards Bill Wilson pioneered with 1911 design
in 1977. The Project 1 marks the beginning of many more pistols in the series to come.

QUICK SPECS:

= Caliber: 9mm

» Magazine Capacity: 18 rounds
« Barrel Length: 5"

* Weight (Empty): 33.8 ounces

New Optic Pin System:
Easily switch between
RMR, RMSC, and
DeltaPoint Pro optics.

Scan for More

42%

LESS RECOIL*

.\

*42% reduced recoil compared to
standard X9 (DRAS Data)

_—

INTEGRATED COMP BARREL & PORTED SLIDE

INTEGRATED MAGWELL

Reload faster with a precision-machined mag base
and integrated magwell for smooth, reliable performance.

DIVISION 77 @ WILSONCOMBAT.COM
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out of the way of moving parts, it runs
much cleaner. Furthermore, a separate
spring-loaded valve in the gas block only
allows through enough gas as needed to
cycle the bolt, again keeping fouling to a
minimum.

Does it really cycle through upward of
1,500 shells between cleanings, per Moss-
bergs marketing hype? I havent reached
that mark personally on a single gun. But
the Pro Tactical SPX and the field-grade
940 Pros I've shot havent hiccuped once
through hundreds of shells.

[ts worth slipping, the piston system
also makes the 940 damned versatile.
From No. 8 bird to 300-grain slugs, the
940 chew through them without a hitch.
This is no small feat, given that the pres-
sure curves between those loads are
worlds away from each other.

The Pro Tactical SPX gives the action
plenty to munch on, as the 18.5-inch
barreled shotgun has an impressive pay-
load. Chambering 3-inch and 2 3/4-inch
shells, the gun has a 6+1 and 7+1 capac-
ity, respectively, thanks to an elongated
tubular magazine. If that isnt enough,
Mossberg levels it up by including a Vang
Comp 6-Shotshell Carrier Card standard,
giving you a lucky 13 rounds loaded and
at hand if youre running 3-inch ammo.
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EYE OF THE BEHOLDER

Tactical in many circumstances simply
means the gun is dressed in black and
brings little practical to the table. Not the
Pro Tactical SPX. Mossberg has incorpo-
rated several useful design points into the
12-gauge, making it excel at its intended
defensive purpose. None more significant
than its optics cut.

The model I ran was the fully stock
version available with all the bells and
whistles, which included a Holosun
HS407K micro red dot. If you're inter-
ested in defensive shotguns, chances are
you have a streak of late adopter in you,
particularly with battery-operated optics.
You need to get over this because a red
dot takes a defensive shotgun to an en-
tirely different level of effectiveness.

While small, the HS407K is ideal on
the SPX. Unlike on a pistol, the optic is
close to the eye, thus the dot is fast and
easy to acquire when shouldering the
shotgun. And what it will do for your tar-
get acquisition will spin your head. Why
wouldn't you want an unfair advantage
like that?

Don' cotton to Holosun? Never fear, the
Pro Tactical SPX is compatible with RMSc
footprints, and it can adapt to nearly any
optic thanks to its adapter plate system.

|.ol.O>""'l

Holosun has beenin thered dot game
for a spell now and more than under-
stands the needs of shooters. Hence, the
HS407K sight. The small and unassum-
ing addition to a pistol—in my case, a
shotgun—vastly enhances your ability
not only to acquire targets, but also to
hit them.

Down to basics, the HS407K is a micro-
red dot primarily designed for pistols, in
particular one aimed at concealed carry.
Cominginat 0.95inchin height and 1
ounce in weight, even on this demure
class of handguns, the optic doesn’t take
up much room. Even better, itis small
enough that it won’t throw the balance of
a gun off either.

Given its size, thered dot’s window is on
the small side; however, crystal-clear
glass and a very visible red dot still make
it quick onto the target. The dot itselfis 6
MOA and has 12 brightness settings, 10 of
which are night vision compatible. Plus, it
has 30 MOA of windage and elevation.

Additionally, the HS4 07K features shake-
and-wake technology, a battery-saving
feature | value. Quite simply, when not in
use, the unit turns off, but it comes alive
the moment you draw your gun or move
it. Just so you know, the unit is powered
off of a 1632 battery, which is side-
mounted, so when you swap in a fresh
cell, you don’t lose your zero.

Overall, | walked away impressed with
what Holosun brought to the table with
the HS407K running it on the Mossberg
Pro Tactical SPX. While small, the rear
mounting of the unit on the shotgun
filled the eye and picked up the pace of
my hits.

The red dot is available as partofa
package with the fully loaded shotgun.
But, from what | saw when running the
SPX, |l wouldn’t hesitate to stick oneon a
defensive pistol.

MSRP: $259

In addition to QD points, the SPX
also has alength of M-Lok onits
barrel separator—a must-have
feature to attach a light or other
accessory.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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which in tandem made double taps and
target transitions lightning fast. And the
guns rock-solid reliability shone through.

None of us did any maintenance on
the guns through the course and with
four shooters behind 940s, there were
zero malfunctions. And this included
getting the gun in the deserts talcum-
powder dust in drills meant to emulate
shooting from under a vehicle.

This alone was enough to leave me im-
pressed. However, the cherry on top was
the accuracy potential—with the right
load—of the SPX. 'This was proofed at the
end of Gunsites infamous Urban Scram-
bler, a course meant to emulate an urban
shooting situation and concealment. The
passing shot in the course was flipping
the paddle on a hostage target without
ma1mmg the hostage at 15 yards.

[hree of us ran the course twice, and
each person slapped the paddle and
didn't touch the hostage. We pitched Fed-
eral Power-Shok 9-pellet 00 buckshot,
showing how surgical the gun could be
with the right ammao.

One final point on the SPX after pitch-
ing plenty of lead, I valued the guns
buttpad. Designed with hollow cells that
collapse on recoil, it went a long way in
sparing me the abuse the gun could po-
tentially dish out.

SOME BUGS

While the SPX did not malfunction on
me in terms of a failure to extract, feed
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or the like, there were some gremlins.
[n particular, early on the first day of
the class, the magazine occasionally
prematurely released a shell onto the
elevator. This did not affect how the
gun cycled but did hinder topping oft
the magazine—a key aspect in running
a defensive shotgun.

Taking the SPX up anotch is the Holosun HS407K,
which makes target acquisition much faster and
accurate. Incidentally, the shotgun has an optics cut,
making adding ared dot simple and painless.

The stop was likely sticky on the
fresh-from-the-box shotgun to start but
seemed to work itself out through the
course of 30 or so shells. From then on,
the issue ceased.

PARTING SHOT

Protecting your property and all those
who reside in it is a serious job. The
940 Pro Tactical SPX is a serious tool to
accomplish this task. The 12-gauge can
put hate on target, is quick to manipu-
late and, above all, is reliable.

Certainly, in this day and age, the
smoothbore isn't the first tool some
reach for to guard against the ills of this
world. But the SPX should make those
folks reconsider. Mossberg hasn't sim-
ply designed a shotgun; its engineered a
defensive star. GDTM
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ULTIMATE BULLET PERFORMANCE

SCAN GR CODE to
learn more about
our Tipped Xtreme
Chaos bullets.

POWER PERFECTED.

TIPPED XTREME

CHAQS sscr

.308 CAL. | [EAD-FREE §
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The Tipped Xtreme Chaos rifle bullet delivers massive
energy transfer with unmatched precision and performance.

* Five projectiles create multiple wound channels
» Bullet base expansion of up to 50%

* Deep
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MY SINGLE-
SHOT RIFLES

An experience of 60 years.

The dean of firearms writers and edi- With my Winchester
tors, Colonel Whelen, is the author f;li‘?;’;f;[;ﬂﬁ;‘;ip_
of many valuable books, notably, The per cartridge, | made
Hunting Rifle and Small Arms Bal- $§£2ﬁiik'“ R
listics and Design. His latest volume,

Why Not Load Your Own?, is the least
expensive and most practical book on
handloading available. In this article,
he shares with Gun Digest readers

his longtime affection for single-shot

rifles.

hen I was just a little
shaver, there was a
Winchester single-shot
rifle on exhibit in a
gun store in my hometown. It was for
the 40-82 cartridge, had a 30-inch,
half-octagon No. 3 barrel, pistol grip
stock of fancy walnut, checkered, Swiss
buttplate, target sights, and was nicely ~ shot, much better than any of my boy had no trouble in qualitying as Sharp-

engraved. It was my ideal of a fine rifle,  friends, and my interest was main- shooter with the old 45-70 Springtield
and every day after school, while itre-  tained and matured, as I do not believe  single-shot rifle, a very sterling, ac-
mained on view, [ tramped the 2 miles it would have been if I had retained the  curate, and reliable arm. The following
downtown to admire it. In some such open rear sight on this rifle. year [ was shooting on my company
manner are our tastes formed, and they All through my boyhood years | rifle team, and [ also carried this rifle
are likely to remain with us always. had a lot of fun and sport with this through the first few months of the
When I was 13, my father gave me little rifle, and I shot a lot of stuff with ~ Spanish-American War until I won
my first rifle, a Remington rolling it—English sparrows, squirrels, chip- my commission. Following that war
block for the .22 rimfire cartridge. munks, grouse, and one woodchuck. [ "discovered” the magazine Shooting
Several months later [ saw an adver- [n 1892, I was lucky enough to win a and Fishing, and became much inter-
tisement of Lyman sights, and [ fitted “Fourth of July” rifle match with itin -~ ested in the work of Reuben Harwood
this rifle with a set. I think I have to the Adirondack Mountains, and that with 25-caliber rifles. So I purchased
thank these sights for my becoming year [ also shot my first buck with it. a Stevens No. 44 Ideal single-shot rifle
a real rifleman, for with them on this When I was 18, [ enlisted in the for the 25-20 S.S. cartridge, but it did
little rifle, I soon became quite a good Pennsylvania National Guard and not seem to shoot nearly as accurately
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as [ was sure I held and aimed it. |
know now this was due to the black-
powder factory ammunition which in
small calibers never was worth a hoot
for accuracy. Anyhow, still following
Harwood’s writings, I obtained a Win-
chester single-shot rifle (low sidewall)
for the 25-20 cartridge, with 26-inch,
No. 2 half-octagon barrel, pistol grip
and shotgun butt, and I placed a gun-
sling on it. [ had John Sidle bush and
rechamber this rifle for the 25-21 Ste-
vens cartridge, which was Harwoods
favorite. Sidle also fitted it with his
5-power Snap-Shot scope, which was
unique in its day, as it had a much
larger field of view than any other
scope and was a fine hunting scope for
varmints. With this outfit I got much
better results but it never entirely satis-
fied me in accuracy until I had Harry
Pope make me a mould for his 80-grain
broad base-band bullet, and furnish
me with one of his lubricating pumps.
Then, with Kings Semi-Smokeless
powder the rifle shot as well as I could
hold it. [ had a lot of fine varmint
shooting with this rifle in the hills on
either side of the Shenandoah Valley,
and when [ was ordered to California
for station, it proved just the medicine
for the Western ground squirrels. For
Eastern shooters I will say that these
are slightly larger than the gray squir-
rel, with a shorter and less bushy tail.
They live in colonies like prairie dogs
and are a great plague to farmers. |
disposed of hundreds of them with this
little 25-21 rifle. Then, one day, I ex-
pressed it to a gunsmith to have some.
work done on it, and it was lost in tran-
sit. | have ever since mourned it.

[n the meantime one season [ had
a chance to go deer shooting in the
- North Woods and I got a Winchester
single-shot rifle for the 38=55 cartridge
and had it fitted with a Sidle scope.
Sidle was by far our best scope maker
in those days. This gun was poorly
balanced and too heavy for a handy
hunting rifle, but the scope did save me
the embarrassment of shooting a cow
in mistake for a deer. About this time
[ also had a Western hunt in view and
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[ got a similar rifle for the 45-70 car-
tridge, fitted only with Lyman sights.
But despite carefully handloaded am-
munition it was not as accurate as the
old 45-70 Springfield, and [ soon dis-
posed of both these rifles.

Then, in 1900, Horace Kephart
published in Shooting and Fishing his
celebrated article on the use of lead
bullets in high-power rifles. He had
used a Winchester single-shot rifle for
the 30-40 Krag cartridge, and the ac-
curacy he obtained with both jacketed
and lead alloy bullets was better than
anything I had been able to achieve

to that date. So an order went in to
Winchester for one of these rifles with
a 30-inch Number 3 nickel-steel barrel
with .308-inch groove diameter, pistol
orip, shotgun butt, and sling. This rifle
started a long series of experiments
with various loads, methods of resting
the rifle, effect of rests on accuracy and
location of center of impact, tempera-
ture, cleaning, etc., the results of which
[ gave to riflemen from time to time in
the magazine Arms and the Man. A lit-
tle ignition difficulty was experienced,
so [ had Niedner fit a Mann-Niedner
firing pin, .075 inch in diameter, round
headed, with an .055-inch protrusion,
and this trouble ceased. This is an ab-
solutely necessary alteration with all
our single-shot actions, which were
designed in blackpowder days. By this
time I had been shooting for several
years on the Army Infantry Rifle Team,
and [ felt quite sure that my results
were fairly free from errors of aim and
hold. By this time I had also discovered
the bench rest.

[n 1906, I got a 2 months leave and
went on a hunt in British Columbia,
taking this 30-40 along as my only
rifle. It performed there as well as on
the range, and [ got mule deer, sheep,
and goat with it. One very cold day, in a
foot of snow, [ came on a band of sheep
close to timberline. They evidently
caught a glimpse of me for they banded
together, and started off, but soon
slowed down and resumed feeding,

[ thought I had spotted a ram in the
band, and I monkeyed around them

for an hour, by which time I was nearly
frozen and had to quit. As I left them, it
occurred to me to see if I could unload
and load my rifle with my hands badly
numbed with cold. I was utterly unable
to do so in any reasonable time. To my
mind this is the only disadvantage of
a single-shot rifle as compared with a
repeater. Certainly, the experience of
our older sportsmen the world over
with good single-shot rifles has been
that they can be fired with all the nec-
essary rapidity under normal condi-
tions. However, [ must add one other
requirement—the single-shot rifle must
extract its fired cases easily. Some dont,
due usually to poor chambering or ex-
cessive loads.

On a hunt a few days later I came
on an enormous rock buttress with
two peaks standing up like the ears
of a great horned owl. The Chilcotin
[ndians call this rock “Salina,” which
is their name for this owl. On a ledge
on the face of the cliff was a big goat.
[ guess the range was about 500 yards,
and I could see no way to get closer, so
[ lay down and took the shot, holding
2 feet above the goat’s back. Of course
[ missed that, and two other shots I
pulled, and the goat leisurely climbed
up and disappeared between the two
pinnacles. After a lot of climbing and
scrambling, | found my way to the back
of this rock mass where it was equally
precipitous, and while working around
at the base of the cliff I heard some-
thing above me, and looking upward
[ saw the goat or one just like it. At
the shot it loosened all holds and, in

a shower of small rocks, landed close

to me. Then and there | named this
rifle “Salina’” I continued to use it as a
testing piece for many years, and I also
hunted a lot with it in Panama from
1915 to 1917. In 1911, I fitted it with
a Winchester 5A scope, and thereafter
all my dope was recorded in minutes of
angle, from which it was easy to deter-
mine elevations, trajectory, and bullet
drop.

About this time the NRA was devel-
oping interest in outdoor shooting with
the smallbore ritle at 50, 100 and 200
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yards. Before this scarcely anyone had
shot the 22 at longer distances than 25
yards and little was known of the capa-
bilities of the .22 Long Rifle cartridge at
longer distances. So I got another Win-
chester single-shot for this cartridge,
with 26-inch No. 3 barrel, set triggers,
and sling. I titted it with my 5A scope
and proceeded to give it a good trial

at all distances up to 200 yards. [ soon
found that various makes of ammu-
nition have quite different results in
accuracy. With the makes that proved
best it would just about group in 2%
inches at 100 yards. This has proved to
be about the best that can be expected
of this rifle with this cartridge, and
this limitation was what finally caused
Winchester to develop their celebrated
Model 52 rifle for smallbore match
shooting. Generally speaking, the old
Ballard is the only American single-
shot action that has given fine accu-
racy with the .22 Long Ritle cartridge.
However, with this Winchester, I did
determine the angles of elevation for all
distances, which had not been known
or at least never published before I
published my table. Also, before I did
this shooting, it was not known that
there was so much difference in the ac-
curacy of various makes of cartridges
in a certain individual rifle.

Following the loss of my old 25-21
rifle by the express company, I had
to have another varmint rifle, so I
procured still another Winchester
single-shot for the 25-20 S. S. cartridge,
and proceeded to develop smokeless
powder loads for it. I finally found that
the best was the 86-grain, soft-point,
jacketed bullet with a charge of du Pont
Schuetzen powder that filled the case
to the base of the bullet. This load shot
like nobody’s business, and it gave the
finest accuracy up to 200 yards that I
had obtained up to that time or heard
of anyone else obtaining except with
Pope muzzle-breechloading rifles. But
my elation was short-lived, for the bar-
rel began to pit, and in less than 500
rounds it was ruined.

About this time we had been devot-
ing much study to the cleaning of rifles.
[t seemed to us that stronger ammonia
was the only satisfactory cleaning solu-
tion, so I had a new barrel fitted to this
rifle and cleaned it immediately after
firing with this ammonia. This did not
do a particle of good, and again the
barrel was ruined in 500 rounds. The
same thing occurred with a Winchester
Model 92 rifle for the 25-20 W.C.E.
smokeless cartridge of Winchester
make. When I wrote them a letter of
complaint, they stated that I should not

Winchester single-shotrifle for the 25-20 W.C.F. cartridge, with stainless steel barrel. Stock and lock

work by Clyde Baker. The first attempt to solve the corrosion problem resulting from chlorate primers.
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blame the rifle for what was evidently
the fault of the powder (which they
used)! However, [ excuse them for no
one knew much about such things in
those days. Of course we now know
that the old potassium chlorate primer
was the devil in the woodshed. With
that primer, in small bores like .25
caliber the relatively small charge of
powder did not dilute the primer foul-
ing as it did in larger bores like the .30
caliber, and the primer got in its hellish
work at once and fast.

For a while there seemed to be no
solution for this problem of smokeless
powder in small bores. Then, Win-
chester came out with stainless steel
barrels made to order, so I had them
build me still another rifle with this
barrel, and modeled almost exactly like
the fine old 25-21 that I had lost, only
it was chambered for the 25-20 W.C.F.
repeater cartridge, because [ had an
idea that the single-shot cartridge
would soon be obsolete, which it was.
Clyde Baker stocked this rifle, and fit-
ted it with a finger lever that hugged
the pistol grip. But before I had time to
do much with it, the Kleanbore primer
was developed, and this solved all our
cleaning and rusting problems. Also
at this time the development of the
22 Hornet cartridge shitted our work
from the older cartridges to the mod-
ern high-intensity types. Later, how-
ever, I found that I could obtain splen-
did results with my 25-20 W.C.E. rifle
with a load consisting of the 87-grain,
soft point, spitzer bullet made for the
250-3000 Savage cartridge, bullet seat-
ed far enough out of the case to touch
the lands, and a charge of 11 grains of
du Pont No. 4227 powder. The trajec-
tory seems to indicate that the velocity
is about 2,000 fps.; evidently, a tine
wild turkey load. Of course, the overall
length of the load is too great for 25-20
repeater rifles.

Up to this time you will note that
[ had been using Winchester actions
exclusively on all my single shots, both
because of their strength and durabil-
ity, and because they were the only
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new actions that could be procured

at that time. After working for some
years with the .22 Hornet cartridge

in bolt-action rifles, a friend gave me
a good Sharps-Borchardt action, so |
had Frank Hyde obtain a 22-caliber
Remington high-pressure steel barrel
with a 15-inch twist, and fit it to this
action and chamber it for the 22-3000
Lovell R2 cartridge. Frank also worked
over the firing pin, and made the pin
retract with the first down movement
of the lever, two very necessary altera-
tions with this action. This rifle, fitted
with a 10X Unertl Varmint scope, is a
fine, accurate varmint rifle. With good
50-grain bullets and 15.5 grains of
4227 powder it will group reliably, day
after day, in about a minute of angle,
which is the best that can be expected
from this cartridge and a single-shot
action. Occasionally, a five-shot group
as small as half an inch turns up at 100
yards, but such is a lucky group. This
rifle, however, has one peculiarity.
Almost invariably the first shot fired
from a clean, cold bore strikes from
half an inch to an inch above the suc-
ceeding group at 100 yards. I think this
is because the groove diameter of the
barrel is 0.2235 inch, while all the bul-
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lets I have used so far have measured
.224. This is no drawback because,
knowing it I can allow for it, or can fire
a fouling shot before starting on the
day’s hunt.

[t has quite generally been proven
that with equal barrels and loads, a
single-shot action will not give as fine
accuracy as a modern bolt action.
There are apparently only two excep-
tions, the Ballard action for the .22
Long Rifle cartridge, and the Hauck
single-shot action, which is a horse of a
different color with its better bedding,
ignition, and breeching up. I do not
mean to imply that there have not been
any single-shot rifles that would give
gilt-edge accuracy. There have been
quite a few, but [ would think that any
custom riflemaker who guaranteed to
produce a single-shot rifle that would
average groups under a minute would
soon go broke. So far as we have been
able to determine, the difficulties with
the single-shot action seem to be in the
two-piece stock, the breeching up and
the ignition. The single-shot rifle also
seems to have a greater jump and barrel
vibration than the bolt action. The dit-
ference in elevation required between
full charges and reduced loads is much
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Rifle for the 22-3000
Lovell R2 cartridge, with
Sharps-Borchardt ac-
tion. Action and barrel
work by Frank Hyde.
Stock by William T.
Humphrey. Unertl 10X
Varmint scope.

greater with it. In this connection it has
long been my experience that to get
the best accuracy from a single-shot
rifle the forearm should not touch the
receiver. It should be possible to pass a
thin sheet of paper between the two.
The most accurate single-shot rifle
that I have owned is one for the 219
Improved Zipper cartridge. I traded
Bill Humphrey out of a fine Winchester
rifle with 26-inch, No. 3 Diller barrel,
.224-inch groove diameter and 16-inch
twist, double set triggers, and a fine
stock made by him. [ had this cham-
bered for the Improved Zipper car-
tridge with a very perfect reamer made
by Red Elliott. This cartridge is simply
the 219 Winchester Zipper case fire-
formed to a 30-degree shoulder angle.
You simply fire the factory cartridge
in the rifle and it comes out improved.
The best load I have found for this rifle
has been 32 grains of du Pont No. 3031
powder with the 50-grain Sierra bul-
let. M.V. is probably around 3,900 fps.
After working up this load and sighting
in, it gave three five-shot groups at 100
yards measuring .65, .80 and .80 inch.
For 3 years, I have used this rifle almost
exclusively for all my chuck shooting.
[ts accuracy and very flat trajectory
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Squirrel rifle for the .25 Rimfire cartridge. Ballard
action, gunsmithing by Niedner, Shelhammer, and
Kornbrath. Lyman Challenger scope. Owned by
James P. Garland.

have given a high percentage of hits at
long ranges. With it I made the longest
first-shot hit I have ever pulled off on a
chuck; difticult to pace because it was
up and down hill over rough ground,
but it was certainly considerably in ex-
cess of 300 yards.

The Stevens No. 44’ action is an-
other on which a most excellent and
accurate rifle can be built, particularly
for cartridges not to exceed the 219
Donaldson in power. My old friend Jim
Garland, who has been my companion
on many chuck hunts over the past
fifteen years, has a glorious piece built
on this action. The Diller barrel was
chambered and fitted for the R2 Lovell
cartridge, and the lock work done by C.
C. Johnson. Bill Humphrey made the
stock and the scope is a superb 6X Bear
Cub Double. With each lot of cartridg-
es that Jim loads for it, usually with
15.5 grains of 4227 powder, he tests it
on the bench, and it has never failed to
average under an inch, and with some
lots of bullets it gives around % inch.
He regards it as his best varmint rifle,
and its bag numbers in excess of 300

“Salina,” 1901, after rejuvenation in 1951.
Douglas barrel chambered by Culver for
the 25 Culver-Krag cartridge. Stock by

Humphrey. 4X Bear Cub scope.
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chucks and hawks. [ remember one
afternoon 2 years ago when we were
separated by a range of hills. Every 2 or
3 minutes [ would hear Jim shoot, and
toward sundown I wandered over to
see what in thunder he had been shoot-
ing at. He had a stand on a hill above a
creek bottom that was honeycombed
with holes, and toward dusk the chucks
began to come out. When we went
down, we picked up 36 of them shot at
distances from 150 to 250 yards. Both
Jim and I are rather of the opinion that
a tirst-rate ritlemaker will turn out a
larger proportion of gilt-edge shooting
rifles when he uses the Stevens 44% ac-
tion than with any other.

Jim also has a superb engraved Bal-
lard for the 25 Rimfire cartridge, the
work of Niedner, Shelhammer and
Kornbrath. With Remington or Peters
cartridges, it groups the first 10 shots
at 50 yards in about % inch, and the
second 10 when it is warmed up a little,
in about half an inch, and is his favorite
squirrel rifle.

My latest venture in the realm of
single shots has been one of the most

interesting. Three years ago I took Sa-
lina, my old 30-40 Winchester Single
Shot, out of the box where it had been
in store for several years, well covered
in and out with Rig [Editors note: Rig is
wonderfully effective gun grease, which
[ have used since childhood], with the
intention of trying some new bullets

e ———— et ————— — e A e ————————
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in it. To my consternation, when I

put a patch through the bore it came
out with red rust and many bodies of
big, black ants. Ants had nested in the
bore and their acid had ruined it. One
day last year, looking at the old piece
that had served me so well for half a
century, I decided it was entitled to
have something done to rejuvenate it. |
had on hand a fine 25-caliber Douglas
barrel, .257-inch groove diameter and
13-inch twist. So I had H. L. Culver,
my metal gunsmith, fit this barrel to
the action, and I asked him to chamber
it for the Krag case necked down to
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25 caliber with a 30-degree shoulder
angle. As it turned out, this case is very
similar in shape and capacity to the

25 Donaldson Ace. We called it the 25
Culver-Krag. Then, Bill Humphrey
made a beautiful new stock and fore-
arm to my exact dimensions, and Mark
Stith fitted one of his 4X Bear Cub
Double scopes, and I had just about the
finest appearing, best balanced and fit-
ting, and steadiest holding rifle I have
ever had in my hands. The intention
had been to produce an all-around
hunting rifle rather than one for var-
mint or target shooting, and it has
turned out to be just that. [ have only
worked up one load for it so far—the

Rifle for the 22-3000
tovell R2 cartridge,

with Stevens No. 444
action, owned by James
P. Garland. Diller barrel,
stock by Humphrey, 6X
Bear Cub scope. This
rifle has accounted for
hundreds of woodchucks
and hawks.

100-grain Sierra soft point spitzer bul-
let and 40 grains of 4350 powder. After
sighting in I fired five, five-shot groups
with it at 100 yards, measuring 1.75,
1.12, .88, 1.85 and 1.98 inches. Before
you criticize these groups, consider
that they were fired with a rather light-
barreled single-shot rifle aimed with a
low-power scope having a flat top post
reticle, and that the charge was quite a
powerful one. It is much more difficult
to get a fine grouping with a heavy load
than with a light one. Last summer and
fall I carried Salina in her new garb for
probably a total of 350 miles afoot in
my wanderings over the mountains ad-
jacent to my summer home, occasion-
ally gathering in a chuck, crow, hawk
or porcupine, and always hoping for a
bear or bobcat which never material-
ized. I have never carried a rifle that
seemed as friendly.

All this pernicious activity with
single-shot ritles, covering a period of
60 years, started with that rifle in the

o™
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gun store window when I was a little
boy, and that is the way with most of
our preference for single shots. It is

not their superiority that causes us to
select and work with them, but rather
some romantic or historic association.
An urge to acquire and experiment,
not always wise, but usually one that
gives deep satisfaction. It seems to
many of us that the highly efficient
bolt action is but a remodeled musket
in a way, that the lever action is a prod-
uct of Americas unrivaled quantity-
production industry, but that the single
shot constructed on fine and beautiful
lines by a master riflemaker is a gentle-
mans piece. GDTM
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Editor’s note: This article appeared in the
1953 7th Edition of Gun Digest, and, keenly
aware that we tread on sacred ground, we
have only lightly edited it.
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Ruger’s 2025
Collector’s Series.

uger started its Collectors
Series in 2014 for the 10/22s  is an oak leaf and basket weave design.

50th anniversary, but the In the case of the 10/22 Sporter, it’s
company has continued to featured on the stock. In the case of
release new, unique, limited-run mod- the handguns, the same handsome
els for collectors. pattern is on the grips. As a bonus,
This years additions to the series each Ruger Collectors Series gun will
include three new models: a 10/22 ship with a metal license plate, a decal
Sporter,a Mark IV 22/45 and a Super and a lapel pin.
Wrangler revolver. The Ruger Collectors Series 10/22

This years Collectors Series theme and Mark IV 22/45 share an MSRP of
$600, and the Super Wrangler has an
MSRP of $370. GDTM
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CANiK® TTI Combat “SMOKE”

Superiority gets a bold new finish with the CANiK® TTI Combat SMOKE—Dborn from the elite partnership between CANiK®
and Taran Tactical Innovations. Designed by world champion Taran Butler, this pistol features a custom polymer frame,
ported and spiral-fluted PVD coated barrel, CANIK's first compensator, aggressive grip texture, aluminum flat faced trigger
with 90° degree break, premium TTI 43 base pad, adjustable sights, and a low-profile optic cut.

WEIGHT: 29.5 oz REAR SIGHT: Adjustable CARTRIDGE: 9mm Luger BARREL LENGTH: 4.6”
CAPACITY: 18+1 rounds MAGAZINE: (2) 18 Round Magazines and (1) + 3 Extension FRAME MATERIAL: Synthetic HEIGHT: 5.87"
FRONT SIGHT. HiViz*fibe optic FINISH COLOR: TTI SMOKE OVERALL LENGTH: 7.85" Lt Ly
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