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FIRST SHOT

ve had a long-standing theory that

anyone—yes, absolutely anyone—

would love shooting if they could

put away their fears or prejudices
and give it an honest shot (pun intended).
That might be shortsighted or overly
hopeful, but I truly believe this.

Long-range shooting, pistol work, tacti-
cal games, plinking: Shooting is so diverse
that theres something for everyone, and
each discipline is such a wonderful chal-
lenge ... regardless of how far you take it.

With all that said, I also believe hunting
isnt for everyone. Shooting is a very small
piece of the hunt, and all the other pieces
that go with it, such as taking a life, isa
very personal experience. Some people
don't want that experience, and I com-
pletely understand that perspective ... and
[ respectit.

But, for me, its a passion that has truly
shaped my life: Hunting is the reason and
the catalyst that led me to the editorial
chair from which I type this letter. Hunt-
ing is not a pastime for me; it’s a sizable
piece of my soul. When I'm hunting, 'm
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PICK YOUR
POISON

thinking about life. And when I'm going
through everyday life, I'm often thinking
about hunting,

And a big part of hunting is the gear and
shooting piece. I like trying new methods,
hunting with different rifles and using
various bullets to turn animals into meat.

This issue is Gun Digests annual nod to
hunting. While I do sprinkle it into vari-
ous issues throughout the year, I make a
conscious effort to respect the fact that, as
mentioned above, not every shooter en-
joys hunting. But, for this issue, we go hard
and heavy.

So, sit back and enjoy. From a crash
course on how to get started with NRL
hunting competitions, to today’s best sub-
$500 shotguns, its in here.

Shoot straight, hunt hard and enjoy
each trigger press ... regardless of whats in

your sights. GDTM !
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RAPID FIRE // KNOW YOUR CARTRIDGE

.338-3/78
WEATHERBY

HISTORICAL NOTES

[n response to special requests from in the same performance league as the  yet Weatherby rates it only 100-fps
close friends, Roy Weatherby cham- .338 Remington Ultra Mag and .338 slower than the .338-378 Magnum and
bered a few rifles for a cartridge in Lapua, and, from a practical point of at about the same speed as the .338
which the case was formed by necking  view, that’s not saying a whole lot. Remington Ultra Mag., when the three
down his .378 Magnum case to .338 The smaller .340 Weatherby Mag- cartridges are loaded with 250-grain
caliber. This took place as early as num generates considerably less recoil,  bullets. GDTM

the 1970s, but it wasn't added to the
Weatherby lineup of loaded cartridges .338-378 WEATHERBY LOAD DATA/FACTORY BALLISTICS

and rifle chamberings until 1999. e
The 338378 Westherby Magnum [ ol el Rl I

is sometimes confused with the earlier 180 Barnes TSX RL-25 13.0 3373 4,542 Barnes
.338-378 Keith-Thompson wildcat, 210 Barnes TSX RL-25 108.5 3,183 4,719 Barnes
but because the K-T version is on the 225 Barnes TSX RL-25 105.0 3,066 4,691 Barnes
shortened 378 Magnum Case, Ioadmg 250 Barnes TSX RL-25 2.5 2906 4,683 Barnes
data are not interchangeable between T
the tWO. 225 Barnes TSX FL - 3,180 5,052 B333225TTSX

250 Nosler Partition EL - 3.060 5197 hgggtzh:org’#
GENERAL COMMENTS

The .338-378 Weatherby Magnum is

8| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |[SEPTEMBER 2025 GUNDIGEST.COM
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DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING // RICHARD MANN
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It's about time you get a grip. A good one.

heres a lot of discussion

about using the “correct”

grip when you shoot a pis-

tol, but not so much about
how to obtain that grip. It’s possible to
make a good shot without a good grip.
It’s also possible to make consecutive
good shots without a good grip.

However, it's almost impossible to
make a single or consecutive good
shots efficiently and swiftly without a
good grip.

The problem is, if you do not es-
tablish a good grip before you start
shooting, everything that follows is
what lawyers like to term “fruit of the
poison tree.”

Establishing that good grip before
the shooting begins is paramount
to shooting success, especially from a
self-defense standpoint.

This means you must get your grip—
a good grip—when drawing from the
holster. Of course, it would also apply
to accessing your pistol from your
pocket, purse, glove box or even your
lock box at home. For this discussion,
however, were focusing on drawing
from a holster.

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Another way of looking at the im-
portance of initially establishing a
good grip is to use a baseball analogy.
If you're a batter standing at home
plate and you wait until the pitcher
pitches the ball before you establish
the proper grip on the bat, you're not
going to hit a home run. At best you're
going to bunt.

It's the same when it comes to get-
ting a grip on your pistol. If you don't
do it correctly when you draw from
the holster, at best you'll probably just
be slinging lead in the direction of the
threat. The possibility even
exists £4 that, without the
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proper grip, you might actually drop
your pistol.

In a worst-case scenario, imagine
that during the time it took you to
draw, your attacker closed the distance
and now you're engaged, hand to hand.
If you do not have a solid, good, con-
trolling grip, you could lose your pistol
in a struggle.

There are several things to consider
concerning the establishment of a
proper grip. Holster location and the
cant of the holster are very important.
This is something you will need to
discover and tune based on the pistol
and holster you use, as well as carry
location and cover garments. However,
the interaction of your hand with your
pistol should not vary. Your hand's
approach to the pistoland its
establishment of a good grip '
should remain consistent.
When I'm moving my
hand toward my holster,

GUNDIGEST.COM



I like to have my hand arranged in a
configuration that will best allow me
to properly index it to the pistol. This
helps me obtain my shooting grip be-
fore the pistol ever leaves my holster.
What I've found that works best for me
is to open my hand like I would pre-
pare for a handshake, with a 90-
degree angle between my thumb and
my index finger. Then, I also like to
hold my middle finger, ring finger and
little finger grouped together but sepa-
rate from my index finger. It’s sort of
like a modified version of the Vulcan
“live long and prosper” hand gesture
used by Mr. Spock on Star Trek.

Essentially, what 'm doing with this
hand configuration is prepping the in-
teraction of all my fingers and thumb
for the job they must do when they
contact the pistol. The first thing that
should happen is the web of my hand
should firmly slide into the arch of the
grip, positioned as high as possible. As
[ feel this happen, it confirms I've ob-
tained the proper initial position, and
this tactical sensation drives the action
of my fingers and thumb.

If, however, this interaction with the
web of my hand and the grip does not
feel right, this is the time—the only
real opportunity—to correct any mis-
alignment before I try to draw. Once
my pistol comes out of the holster, I'm
mostly stuck with the grip I have.

Next, my middle, ring and little
fingers simultaneously wrap around

GUNDIGEST.COM
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the grip of the pistol, while at the same
time I make sure I fully extend my in-
dex—trigger—finger and slightly angle
it away from the pistol/holster. While
all of this is happening, my thumb is
finding the manual safety—if the pistol
has one—and it gently settles there in
a preparatory attitude, waiting for fur-
ther instruction.

At this point I have control of the
pistol, and I can extract it from the
holster.

The situation should drive any fur-
ther action by the thumb on the safety
and the index finger on the trigger.
The finger should only find the trig-
ger when your sights are on the target,
or when you've orientated the pistol
toward the target. Your thumb should
only deactivate the safety when you've
decided to shoot.

REPETITION RULES

As simple as this process sounds, it
takes many, many repetitions to per-
fect it. That’s the bad news. The good
news is that this is something you

can work on with dry practice, in the
comfort of your own home, with a for
damned sure unloaded pistol. The key
is to conduct numerous repetitions
from the holster to the point where
you've fully extended the pistol toward
the target and can make a trigger press.
Ending each dry practice repetition
with a trigger press allows you to eval-
uate if the grip you have established is
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(left) Once your draw
progresses to this point,
you’'ve seriously reduced
the opportunity to recon-
figure your grip.

(middle) If you do not
initially position your hand
on the pistol correctly,
rectify this misalignment
before you attempt to

draw the pistol.
(right) Notice how the

shooter has prepped his
hand with the position-
ing of the fingers and
thumb to best address
the pistol in the holster.

(below) With a properly
established grip on your
pistol, the muzzle of the
pistol should be in line
with your forearm.

conducive to fast and accurate shoot-

ing.

When I was a cop, I would continu-
ally place my hand on my holstered
gun, establishing that proper, pre-draw
feel. I knew if I ingrained that into my
very being, I could make a good draw
and have a good grip. As someone who
carries concealed, you can do the same
thing. No, walking around town reach-
ing for your gun all the time is not
what I'm suggesting, nor what I did
when I worked the street. But in addi-
tion to dry practice, when you're alone
throughout the day, you can work to
establish that proper first feel. GDTM
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CONFRU
THE UNTHINKABLE

TING

Lessons from William Aprill on criminal
- violence and the mindset to survive.

n February 2018, I had the oppor-
tunity to take what would become
one of the most impactful training
classes of my life, Unthinkable:
Tactics and Concepts for the Gravest Ex-
treme taught by William Aprill and Greg
Ellifritz. This wasn't your average pistol
class or defensive tactics course. Instead,
it challenged students to explore the
psychology of violence, criminal victim
selection and—most importantly—the
internal mental shift required to survive
the worst moments imaginable.

Today, I reflect not just on that class,
but on the legacy of Aprill—a uniquely
gifted trainer, mental health profes-
sional and former law enforcement of-
ficer—who we tragically lost too soon.
The gun training world didn' just lose a
teacher; we lost a scholar, a mentor and
a man who dared to examine the darkest
corners of human behavior not out of
morbid curios_itx but to help others bet-
ter defend themselves against it.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CRIMINAL MIND
Aprill often said he didn't teach people

™y
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“One of the most transformative 1deas I took 0_3“,

how to shoot better; he taught them
how to think better. That was clear in
Unthinkable, where we spent hours dig-
ging into how violent criminal actors
actually think and operate. Unlike many
of us whose lives are governed by laws,
ethics and empathy, criminals often
grow up in an entirely different moral
ecosystem—where violence is normal-
ized, manipulation is survival, and vic-
tim selection is a tradecraft.

Aprill's background as a mental
health professional and former deputy
sheriff gave him rare insight. He under-
stood not just the behavior of crimi-
nals, but their developmental path.

He pointed out that, for example, the
average age of a first felony arrest for of-
fenders who go on to kill police officers
is just 11 years old. By the time they're
in their 20s, many of these individuals
have spent more than a decade refining
their ability to identify soft, unaware,
compliant targets.

As Aprill explained, criminals select
victims using the same kind of fast, in-
stinctive thinking that concealed carri-
ers rely on in a defensive encounter. But
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“unlike us, their entire lifestyle is often

geared toward sizing people up, probing
boundaries and exploiting weaknesses.
We might shoot 200 rounds at the range
in a month. They've been living their
“training” every day for years.

DESELECTION AS A WAY OF LIFE
One of the most transformative ideas |
took from Aprill’s class was the concept
of deselection. Put simply, the goal isn't
to win a fight—its to avoid being selected
for the fight in the first place. “Criminals
don't want to fight,” he said. “They want
to win.” If they sense that youe paying
attention, carry yourself confidently or
might present too much of a problem,
they’ll likely move on.

But this isnt something you can fake at
the last second. You cant slap on a “tough
guy mask when you're walking to your
car in a dark parking lot and expect it to
work. As Aprill emphasized, deselection
must be a lifestyle. Your posture, your
awareness, your decisions all must con-
sistently broadcast the message: “I'm not
worth the trouble.

He illustrated this with a simple ex-
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class was the concept of deselection. Put s1mp1y, the
goal 1sn’t to win a fight—it’s to avoid being selected for
the fight in the first place. ‘Criminals don’t want to fight.

GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE
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“Unlike many of us whose lives are governed by laws,
ethics and empathy, criminals often grow up in an entirely
different moral ecosystem—where violence is normalized,

manipulation is survival, and victim selection 1s a tradecrait.”

ample. Walk like a meerkat. Scan overtly.
Look people in the eyes. Criminals, he
explained, don't want to be seen. If they
think you saw them, that alone can often
break the attack cycle. Awareness, even
more than armament, can be your most
potent form of defense.

VIOLENCE WITHOUT HESITATION
While most training emphasizes the
hardware—gear, guns, gadgets— Aprill
focused on the software. Are you psycho-
logically prepared to act with violence if
you must? Not just draw and shoot, but
strike, claw, gouge or even beat someone
to death with a blunt object if its the only
option?

He didn't romanticize it. He didn't glo-
rify violence, but he also didn't sugarcoat
what survival sometimes demands. He
made clear that in the gravest extreme,
our polite, civilized sensibilities can
become a liability. He encouraged us to
rehearse not just techniques, but mental
scripts to visualize the level of force we
might need to use and to grow comfort-
able with it—not because we want to use
violence, but because when it is neces-
sary, hesitation can be fatal.

TRAINING FOR

THE MIND AND BODY

The Unthinkable class offered practical
skills—escaping restraints, disarming
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attackers, tactical first aid—but its
real value was the shift it created in
mindset. Aprill and Ellifritz helped
bridge the gap between theoretical
preparedness and actionable readi-
ness. Aprill's portion in particular
was unique in that it wove together
neuroscience, criminal psychology
and tactical application in a way that
few instructors even attempt, let
alone master.

For those in the gun world who ob-
sess over drills, groupings and gear,
Aprill's message was both a challenge
and a wake-up call: If you're not
training your mind, youre only half-
way prepared.

A LEGACY THAT ENDURES

With Aprill’s passing, the firearms
community lost one of its most bril-
liant and compassionate voices.

But his impact lives on through the
countless students he educated and
inspired, and through the trainers
who now incorporate his insights
into their own curriculum.

David Yamane of Gun Culture 2.0
called Aprill “so far ahead of so many
in the gun training community he
may well have been on Gun Culture
Version 4.5” That sounds about
right. His work was a rare synthesis
of empathy and hard realism, of aca-
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demic rigor and tactical relevance.
Even though you can no longer take
the Unthinkable class with Aprill,

a lot of his work is available on the
internet, and Yamane has made a nice
compilation available on this website
at Gun Culture 2.0.

[ consider myself incredibly fortu-
nate to have trained under him, and
as a tribute to his legacy, I encourage
everyone reading this to dive into his
recorded lectures, revisit his inter-
views and most importantly, apply
what he taught.

[f you're serious about self-defense,
do yourself this favor: Take a course
that challenges not your shooting
ability but your thinking ability.

And carry Aprill's message with
you. Train your mind to embrace
awareness as a constant task, cul-
tivate the ruthlessness needed for
counterassault and embody the
principles of deselection—projecting
strength and vigilance to deter preda-
tors. By internalizing these lessons,
you become hard to kill, hard to
fool and the kind of person a violent
criminal actor passes by, choosing an
easier target instead. GDTM

—

About
the Author

Alex Ooley is an affiliate attorney with
the Armed Citizen’s Legal Defense Net-
work. The views and opinions expressed
in this article are hisown and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Network.
This article is for informational purposes
only and should not be considered legal
advice. For specific legal guidance
regarding your situation, please consult
with a qualified attorney.
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HARDWARE TALK
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Vantage Point Armory’s
aftermarket option.

omps on pistols are the hot
new thing. But what if you
already have a pistol and
want a comp?

For the most part, it means a new
barrel, a comp and perhaps even some
pistolsmithing work to get it all behav-
ing properly. And, if youre doing this
to a striker-fired pistol (anything not
1911, really), once the comped barrel is
on, you cant get it off without removing
the comp from the barrel.

[nstead, look to Vantage Point Ar-
mory. Their comps slide onto the ac-
cessory rail of the frame, match up with
the slide and barrel, and provide a setup
that doesn't require comp-barrel sur-
gery to remove.

The solution is simple, but it only
works for some pistols. (They have a list
with 10 very popular pistol models.)
You use the lock bars and set screws
that come in the kit. Slap the lock

bars into the accessory rail slots, slide
the comp on and bolt the comp rails
through to the lock bars. Thats it. The
comp now diverts some of the muzzle
blast gases to tame recoil and reduce
muzzle rise.

You can even, with some models,
still mount a light onto the pistol once
you've installed the compensator.

IT°S A SOFTFIX

This is not a perfect solution. (In real-
ity, there is no such thing as perfection.)
As a comp, it will not be as effective

as one that is barrel-mounted. The
needed extra clearance and gap from
barrel to comp means you lose some
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effectiveness. But, for the $150
Vantage Point Armory charges
for a comp, you cannot buy a barrel
ready-threaded for a comp. Then, the
comps will cost almost that much. And,
with Vantage Point, you wont need a
pistolsmith to install it; you can do that
yourself.

You will still have to remove the
Vantage Point comp to disassemble
your pistol. However, removing four
setscrews to slide the comp off the rail
is a lot easier than wrestling a comp
off an extended, threaded barrel. The
comp has been given a Cerakote finish,
so it will scrub up without too much
hassle, depending on how long you go

Onceinplace, the
comp follows the con-
tours of the slide.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The Vantage Point Armory
comp slidesright on and
bolts into place. No pistol-
smith need be involved.

between cleanings.
And, depending on the pistol you

have, you can still fit the comped pistol
into a holster.

This is one of those “wish I'd thought
of it” ideas that, on second thought,
has a lot of downsides for a comp

GUNDIGEST.COM

maker. Downsides? The dimensions
of the various pistols means Vantage
Point has to account for the distance
from rail to bore center, rail length,

slide profile, slide contour and
barrel movement on each and
every pistol as an individual op-
tion (which they have done). Some
pistols are easier than others. Glock
dimensions are so alike that one of the
Glock comps works on no less than
five different 9mm models. But I don't
see them ever coming out with a “one
size fits all” comp. It's just not possible.
What is possible is getting a comp
onto one of the listed pistols and even
getting a light on there as well—with-
out enlisting the services of a pistol-
smith.
Thats a win in my book. GDTM

The comp is not attached to the
barrel, so the gap means there’s
some efficiency loss. That’s

physics for ya.
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J oHOOT SUPPRESSED ALL DAY \

FOR 950 BUCKS

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! HUNDREDS OF GUNS,
SUPPRESSORS AND OPTICS + GEAR FOR SALE
+ 950+ LANES OF FIREARMS + DAILY GIVEAWAYS

CLINTON HOUSE PLANTATION | CLINTON, SC
GET YOUR TICKETS: GANGONEVENT.GON
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MODERN GUNNERY // ELWOOD SHELTON
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its been a cup of coffee since the found-
er and chief muckety-muck of Silencer
Central plied this trade. But forgive
him: Hes been too busy reinventing the
retail suppressor market, building one
of the premier purveyors of the ever-
so-popular muzzle device. Yet, it struck
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hushing up a

-
o

7

N

rith

h, he invested blood,
sweat and likely caffeinated nights to
earn the professional degree at Uni-
versity of North Carolina and Duke.

[n turn, hard work, pride and a little
family honor are wrapped up in the
title. But scratch the surface of Silencer
Central and the company’s success is

wrapped up—in part—in pharmacy.

firear:

’,}] d prairie dog hunting. _\
" Confused yet? Here, I'll explain ..

J
THE NEED TOHUSH UP

ences, the great state

The easiest place to start is South Dako-
ta—Sioux Falls, to be exact. Prompted
by his wife, Maddox left the East Coast
for his hometown in the southeast cor-
ner of The Rushmore State. As it does
so many folks, the ample sportsman

GUNDIGEST.COM



opportunities of the more tropical of
the Dakotas enraptured Maddox. In
particular, the states ample prairie dog
population.

As anyone whos dusted off the plains
varmints knows, the draw of the sport
is high-volume shooting. Few other
styles of hunting outside of doves and
snow geese offer the opportunity of as
many trigger pulls. But unlike the wing-
shooting disciplines, Maddox was quick
to observe one of the paradoxes of the
endeavor: Send your first varmint to
Valhalla, and the rest of the town tends
to keep their heads low for a long time.

Sigh. A half a day’s drive to a shoot
for a fraction of expected trigger pulls
is not exactly the recipe for excite-
ment. Maddox, however, had a plan to
improve his chances in the field. All it
would take was a modest investment
in what was then a somewhat rare
device—a suppressor.

Problem solved, right?

BLASTED BY THE SUPPRESSOR
MARKET

We'll get into buying a suppressor in

a bit and how Silencer Central has
streamlined the process. Suffice to say,
this was not the environment Mad-
dox operated in during the early 2000s
when he set out to buy his first device.
Sure, the NFA paperwork, the $200 tax

g

GUNDIGEST.COM

stamp and waiting (and waiting and
waiting) were all the same. Where you
did business was different.

Then, the nation had yet to embrace
the wonders and conveniences of the
internet, so your one choice to buy a
suppressor was through your local gun
store. Maddox came to find out it was
subprime.

First off, you were dealing with a
retailer not exactly enthralled with the
prospect of exercising their Class 3
license. Why would they be? Brick-and-
motor operations are set up for a sell-
and-shake transaction: You pick a gun,
they collect the cash and both of you
are on your merry way. Suppressors are
a longer-term commitment in the sales
process, with money up front and hand
wringing on both ends.

Additionally, back then, most mom-
and-pop operations had a passing
knowledge of the rarely sold devices.
They knew suppressors suppressed the
report of the gun; if they were experi-
enced, they might be cognizant a can
would reduce recoil. Gaining in-depth
insight into the nuances of suppressors,
which make up a slew of the reasons
why one is preferable to another, was
lost on most of this eras retailers. Hence
the reason why Maddoxs first can was
akin to threading a car muftler on his
rifle. Worse yet, when he attempted to
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rectify his mistake with a new model,
he was back to square one in the pro-
cess and came out with one equally un-
satisfying, albeit for other reasons.

[t seemed if Maddox was going
to rectity the issue of hit-and-miss—
mostly miss at this point—suppressor
purchases, he was going to have to take
matters into his own hands. Luckily, he
had a few things going for him.

PRESCRIPTION FORTHE
SUPPRESSOR MARKET
The first ace Maddox played was
his father-in-law, who was an FFL.
Through his tutelage, the then phar-
macist in charge of a mail-delivery
national pharmacy gained his licensure
to sell firearms and, more importantly,
suppressors. This kicked off his base-
ment business, South Dakota Silencers,
which sold at state-wide gun shows.
Maddox’s next ace was his pharmacy
background, particularly the business
end of the industry. With his keen eye,
he was quickly aware of how many folks
from neighboring states were beating a
path to his business at the shows. This
was money left on the table—given he
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(Above) Brandon Maddox puts a premium on
direct selling of suppressors, ensuring cus-
tomers get exactly the option they require.

Once the hub of a by-mail pharmacy, Silencer
Central’s Sioux Falls, South Dakota, HQ is the next
best thing to over-the-counter suppressors.



couldn' sell out of state—which led him
to look to expand. From his company,
he evolved into Dakota Suppressors,
first to North Dakota, then Nebraska
and continuing growing from there.

And for the next aspect pharma-
ceuticals play in building a suppressor
empire: Maddox was also uniquely
qualified to navigate the highly regu-
lated world of national NFA device
sales. Let’s just say that he knew his way
around the block.

At GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), |
worked on the first pharmaceutical
product to do direct-to-consumer ad-
vertising in the industry, Maddox said.
‘All direct-to-consumer advertising had
to be pre-approved by the FDA before
we could use it commercially with
consumers. Watching our team at GSK
work directly with the federal regula-
tory branch, the FDA was instrumental
in navigating the federal regulations in
firearms with the ATFE

Finally, Maddox knew the biggest
barrier for the consumer was the pro-
cess itself. Much like the nationwide
mail pharmacy he worked for when he
started what would become Silencer
Central, Maddox knew the red tape
had to be cut—or at least alleviated—to
build a successful business in the niche.

This all leads us to ...

THE RISEOF SILENCER CENTRAL
Modestly tidy and residing at the edge
of an industrial park in northwest Sioux
Falls, Silencer Central's HQ represents
the axis mundi of American suppressor
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Maddox (front) has

used a load of personal

experience—from his
career in the pharma-
ceuticals industry to
bad experiences buy-
iNng suppressors—to
build Silencer Central
into a success.

The company con-
tinues to innovate
suppressors, such as
its shorty and tacti-
cally minded Banish
SpeedK.

Don’t have a gun with

a threaded muzzle? No

sweat, Silencer Cen-
tral’s shop will thread
your barrel for you.

Not only has Silencer
Central innovated the
suppressor-buying
process, butit’sdone
its part to evolve the
devices themselves.
The company’s Salvo
12-gauge shotgun
suppressor isa good
example

sales. At present, nearly 200 employees
buzz around this hive, marketing, tak-
ing orders, filling orders and helping
potential customers route a course to
suppressor ownership. This doesn't
count its off-site employees, with FFLs
on the payroll in the 42 states where
suppressors sales are legal ... and their
partners who manufacture Silencer
Central’s Banish line of cans. And this
success all comes from demystifying
and defanging one of the most unnec-
essarily arduous processes in all con-
sumerism.

Overall, this was Maddox’s main
aim: simplification. And hes achieved it
in spades.

Silencer Central experts assist cus-
tomers in selecting a suppressor and
take care of paperwork submission af-
ter a brief phone consultation. Custom-
ers only need to answer questions and
provide necessary information. Silencer
Central offers a free trust service, al-
lowing the easy addition of members
post-purchase.

The paperwork end of things takes
a mere 15- to 20-minute chat, and
the hands-on aspects—passport-style
photos and fingerprints—are flawlessly
facilitated with clear instructions and
tutorial videos. Heck, Silencer Central
even provides flexible payment options,
including a four-installment plan and
personalized schedules.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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Approval typically takes 8 to 10
months, during which Silencer Central
maintains communication with month-
ly check-ins. Once approved, custom-
ers digitally complete Form 4473, and
the suppressor is shipped to their door
after passing through the company’s
South Dakota facility. Ongoing cus-
tomer support is available 6 days a week
during business hours.

Not that these completely within-
the-bounds innovations still didn't
turn heads, but when Silencer Central
officially lifted off the ground in 2019
as a national company, Maddox was
politely invited to meet with the ATF in

|

Washington, D.C. Far from a one-on-
one inquiry of his business, he walked
into a room brimming with more than
4 dozen federal agents and officials.

Honestly, it sounds more ominous
than it turned out. The ofhcials were
mainly interested in his business model—
given nothing like it existed previously.
Bureaucrats are going to bureaucrat, so in
return for the info, they offered guidelines
for running his business. These have been
implemented to keep the powers that be
at bay, and they havent made Silencer
Central miss a step in delivering what
they promise—a painless process from
picking a can to picking it up.

- , 'y
| e gl

1

Honestly, Silencer Central offers a can for every occasion.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The company’s HQ is also its warehouse, with
all suppressors passing through it before being
shipped around the nation.

Silencer Central sells suppressors in all
42 states where the device is legal.

Suffer a baffle strike? No worries. Silencer Central’s
shop has the parts to get your suppressor back up
in running order.

PROOF IN THE PUDDING

So, have Maddoxs efforts been worth
it? On my trip to Sioux Falls, I went
through the process of filing the pa-
perwork for a suppressor and creating
a trust. Honestly, [ would have put it at
a 10-minute ordeal. Then, we took the
time to sample the companys wares at
the range, including Silencer Centrals
brand-spanking-new Buckmaster 30
and Banish Speed K, along with its
classics. Top to bottom—from .22 LR
to .338 Lapua—the suppressors per-
formed.

Maddox is fond of saying, “If you
shoot suppressed, you'll never want to
shoot unsuppressed again.” Hes right.
And with the streamlined process hes
concocted at Silencer Central, hes given
you every reason to put the assertion to
the test. GDTM
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GUNS & GEAR

01 Magpul MOEQD M-Lok | 02 Henry HUSH Rifles . O3 HEVI-Hitter Waterfowl
Bipod Henry’s new HUSH Series isn’t just suppressor-ready—it’s Loads

Magpul just made life easier for M-Lok users with . suppressor-optimized. Built by the company’s Special . HEVI-Shot’s new HEVI-Hitter line blends

the new MOE QD Bipod. It’s got the same rugged . Products Division (SPD), thisis a clean-sheet design L 20 percent tungsten over 80 percent steel
reliability and clean design of their original bipod engineered specifically for running quiet. Each rifle to deliver a one-two punch that ducks and
but now attaches directly to M-Lok slots—no . features a carbon-fiber tension-wrapped match-grade . geese won't walk away from. The denser
adapter needed. Built from high-strength polymer ' barrel from BSF, a skeletonized aluminum M-Lok fore- ' tu ngsten layer adds serious impact—report-
with stainless steel hardware, it offers smooth arm by TAPCO, and a forged-carbon Pic rail for optics. edly 54 percent more kinetic energy than steel
pan and tilt, rapid leg deployment and quick one- | The matte-finished laminate stock keeps it rugged but . alone—while the steel keeps patterns wide
handed adjustments. Best part? It’s lightweight, lightweight and a threaded muzzle comes standard. and affordable. Available in12-, 16-, 20- and
stable and priced right for everyday use. Whether | Available in five calibers from .45 Colt to .45-70 Gov't, . 28-gauge options, HEVI-Hitter offers 11 loads
you're ringing steel or stretching your rifle’s legs in . the HUSH balances like a classic lever gun—even with a . tuned for everything from close shots to long-
thefleld this b|pod S ready to work can on board. range boomers.

MSRP $80 MSRP: 51,999 MSRP: Starting at $49 per box of 20

"”"*’?Qc'f’m
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LENGTH EMOT SIZE SHOT [

- «| DIDN'T COME THIS FAH TO MISS
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04 Escort WS Youth
Escort’s WS Youth is built from the
ground up for young or small-
statured shooters—but without
feeling like a cut-down compro-
mise. This 20-gauge pump-action
sports classic Turkish walnut fur-
niture, a soft recoil pad and a 133%-

inch length of pull that leaves room
three trims—the RM-22 1000, 3000,
and 6000—each sharing the same

to grow. The aircraft-grade alloy
receiver keeps weight down, while

the 22-inch chrome-plated barrel is
style and optics readiness. Think Ger-

threaded for Escort’s multi-choke
system, making it just as suited
to bird hunting as it is to casual

clays. With a fiber-optic front sight,
models. Lightweight, affordable and
made for plinking or small-game duty,
the RM-22 is an old-school .22 with
fresh availability.

sling studs and a manual cross-
bolt safety, the WS Youth delivers
tradition, fit and functionin one
package.

MSRP: 5300

GUNDIGEST.COM

- 05 Mendoza RM-22
 Rifles

Mendoza Firearms, a century-old
Mexican gunmaker, is now bringing
its RM-22 semi-auto rimfire carbine
stateside. Based on the classic Ham-
merli SA22, the RM-22 runs a reliable
blowback action and feeds from a

17-round tubular mag. It’s offered in

core action but differing in stock

man beechwood or camo synthetic
~ stocks, with options like thumbholes

and Picatinny rails on the higher-end

 MSRP: Starting at $225

___

- 06 Leupold Spotting

- Scopes

Leupold is doubling down on glass this
season with two fresh entries: the SX-2

~ Alpine HD and the SX-4 Pro Guide HD.
Both are purpose-built for hunters and
long-range shooters who demand sharp
optics without babysitting their gear.
The Alpine HD comes in 60mm or 80mm
objective versions, offering excellent clar-
ity and rugged, lightweight construction
at an approachable price. Step up to the
SX-4 Pro Guide HD and you get enhanced
resolution, edge-to-edge sharpness and
a diamond-coat lens treatment designed
for hard-core use in tough light. Either
way, you're getting top-tier Leupold per-
formance.

-------------------------------------------------------

~ MSRP: SX-2 Alpine HD starting at
~© $399, SX-4 Pro Guide starting at
- $799

07 X Vision Optics
Shadow 100 Digital
Night Vision Viewer
Don’t let the size fool you—X
Vision’s new Shadow 100 Mini
packs serious punch in a pocket-
sized night vision viewer. With

an extended 435-yard nighttime
range, 8X digital zoom, and a crisp
IPS display, this upgraded model
delivers clear visuals in low light
without the bulk. It’s photo and
video capable, stores up to 32

GB internally, and offers seven

IR brightness levels to adapt to
changing conditions. At just over 7
ounces, it’s an easy grab for hunt-
ers, campers or anyone who wants
to see in the dark without weigh-
ing down their pack.

MSRP: §149

/s
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When 1t comes to hunting preparation,
zerolng your rifle from a bench is not practice.

But you do have some fun options.

e are in the golden age
of competition shoot-
ing, with different forms
and flavors for every
marksman. One of the underappreci-
ated but rapidly growing organizations
is NRL Hunter. Fusing traditional hunt-
ing scenarios with modern competition
standards, NRL Hunter elevates the skill
cap and educates people nationwide that
marksmanship in the field isnt shooting
fish in a barrel.

In essence, it tests your skills to find,
range and shoot targets from between
100 and 1,000 yards while layering the
difhicult conditions you might face while
on a hunt. Even for seasoned competition
shooters or hunters, this game isn't easy.

But—it is satisfying, illuminating and oh
so much fun.

THESOUL OF A HUNTER
As the name suggests, NRL Hunter was
started to benefit hunters. While many

skills are necessary for a successtul har-
vest, one of the most dithcult to learn or
practice is field marksmanship. Shooting
off a bench at a paper target doesnt ad-
dress the critical skills needed for a real
shot taken at an animal in the wild.

Stress, wind reading, knowing your ri-
fle, your ammo and your limits are aspects
that can make or break a hunt. Being able
to put those skills to the test and improve
yourself makes not only for more success-
ful hunting but also more ethical hunting

For many who shoot NRL Hunter, this
is the whole allure of the game. And if you
have a once-in-a-lifetime hunt coming
up or just want to improve your shooting
skills, NRL Hunter is a great place to push
yourself.

GAMERS PLAY THE GAME

Not everyone you meet at an NRL Hunter
match is there prepping for elk season.
Shooters focusing on hunting are probably
the minority. While NRL Hunter is a great
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GUN GAMES //DAVID LANE

way of practicing for the big-game season,
it is still a game. Steel elk dont hear you
stalking, AR500 bobcats dont smell you,
and no timers are counting down in the
woods.

For alot of the shooters, NRL Hunter
is simply a fresh new format for precision
matches, forcing different and interesting
skills and giving people a good excuse to
build a new rifle. Count me in that catego-
ry. Matches that push my skillset or force
me to learn something new are always
attractions, and NRL Hunter does it in
spades. It has quickly become my second
favorite format to shoot.

BASIC RULES

The exact rules should be consulted
before your first match, but to give you
a taste we can boil them down to Cliffs-
Notes.

Every stage is shot “blind, meaning
you dont know what youre getting into.
You dont get to watch other competitors
shoot the stage before you, and learning
anything about the stage before you shoot
is strictly forbidden,

Every stage is 4 minutes and allows a
maximum of eight shots. Scoring is “2-1
dead target” Hitting the target with your
first shot earns 2 points, if you miss your
first shot youe allowed a second. Impact-
ing with the second shot earns 1 point.

[f you miss both shots, the target can no
longer be engaged. If you hit the target, it
considered neutralized, and you move on

28| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |SEPTEMBER 2025

to the next target at the stage.

Each stage consists of some combina-
tion of up to four targets and up to four
positions. If you have four targets, you will
only have one position. If you have four
positions, you ll have one target. There are
also combinations in between, like two
targets/two positions. The positions are
not fixed and can be selected by the hunter
while on the clock. A "new” position must
be at least one arms length away from the
old one.

IS LIS SIS SIS S S S LSS S S SIS S AT SIS SIS S S S S A S S AL S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S A S S S ST S S S S S S S S S S SSSSSSSSSSSH.

Each stage is given left and right limits,
so you know what area you'e looking in
to find the targets. On the start buzzer, the
shooter needs to find the targets, range the
targets, get into position and shoot.

Trust me, the 4 minutes to accomplish
all this go fast.

EQUIPMENT

Gear wont win matches or put meat in
the freezer, but it can help. If youre an
established long-range shooter or hunter

GUNDIGEST.COM
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and you want to test your gear and your
skills, you probably won't need to buy
anything new. But if you want to get all
the juice for the squeeze, a few tools are
game changers.

My loadout included:

« Eberlestock UpRanger

« Armageddon Gear Game Changer

Shmedium with Git-Lite fill
» Fix It Sticks Long Range Competi-

tion Toolkit
. Sig Sauer Kilo 10k Gen II
. Kestrel Ballistics 5700X Elite
. Longtucky Supply Bino Pouch
. Leofoto Tripod with Really Right

Stuff Anvil-30 ballhead
o L3i Design Solutions Tac Table

The general strategy for a stage is
to use a tripod to glass and find your
targets, then get into position using any
combination of tripod, bipod or shoot-
ing bag to take the shot.

Range-finding binoculars help speed
and smooth out the process since find-
ing a target and then switching tools
to range the target eats valuable time.
Add in a ballistic solver, such as my Sig
Sauer Kilo 10k Gen 11, and the process
becomes even easier. It gives range and
dope with the press of a button.

One thing to keep in mind is that
gear is only useful if it's easy to access.
Most shooters use a chest rig of some
kind to make life easier. Longtucky
Supply just released its Bino Pouch
not long before my California-based
Mason Valley match, and its a win-
ner. Magnets seal the hood, and Velcro RN R T e n NG |
makes the entire pouch adjustable to 3 S 1 i SRS e e, S ey
any size or shape of binos. PR AN L e B o = e

A solid bag to carry all your stuff in
is a requirement, since stages are spread
out and often over broken landscapes.
The Eberlestock UpRanger has served
me well for several years and is easy to
recommend.

One piece of gear that didn't arrive in
time for the match was the new MDT
Champion Backpack. While I didn't get
to use the new bag in Mason Valley, |
have used it at PRS matches since then,
and I highly recommend it. Giving
yourself a portable workstation comes
in handy when you'e in the bush.
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GUN GAMES //DAVID LANE

CUSTOMLIGHTWEIGHT
PRECISION RIFLE

Most of the gamers shoot in Open Heavy,
giving them a maximum of 16 pounds of
rifle to play with. Since the hunting aspect
is what appeals to me in NRL Hunter, |
shoot the Open Light class. This has a
12-pound limit, forcing competitors to
use a rifle they more likely would in the

field.
To make that goal but still pack on as

many luxuries as possible isnt easy—but
it is doable. Here is how my Hunter rifle
shakes out:

RIFLE ACTION
FAXON FX7

EARREL: Faxon “Gunner” Profile, 20 inches, 6.5
Creedmoor

SCOPE: Vortex Razor LHT 4.5- 22x50 FFP

SCOPE RINGS MDT Lightweight

CHASSIS: MDT HNT26

MUZZLE ERAKEMArea 419 Hellfire M“étch
SUPPRESSDR Srlencer Central Banrsh MeatEater |
TRIGGER TrrggerTech Special |
GRIP: Kung Fu Grrp

TIMER: MDT Crush It timer

AMMO: Black Sheep Ammo 143-grair¥ ELD

This rifle has performed far better than
my wildest hopes. Everything about it has
been perfect from the first day ... almost.

Faxon Firearms FX7 isa sleeper of a

less-steel. Its assets include an integrated
recoil lug, integrated 20-MOA Picatinny
rail, interchangeable bolt handle, M 16
style extractor and uses a standard R700
tr1gger
[he action is smooth and well-made,
and it handles dust and grime better than
any bolt rifle I've used previously. But my
favorite part of this build is the barrel.
Faxon Firearms offered the “Gunner” pro-
file in AR-15and AR-10 barrels for years
but applying that idea to a bolt-rifle barrel
has been magical.

Barrels are what pack on pounds to
a rifle, and its hard to cut that weight
without running into problems like

SIS LSS SIS SIS LSS SIS SIS S S S LSS LSS S AL SIS LA S SS S SS A S AL AL LSS LSS S S S S S S S S S SIS S A S S S AL S S ST S S S S LSS S S/

overheating, drifting POI or groups that
explode open. The Gunner profile is built
to mitigate all of those. Starting thick, it
quickly tapers down to an almost pencil
profile before opening up at the very end
to host a threaded muzzle. The resultisa
20-inch 6.5 Creedmoor barrel that only
weighs 2.45 pounds. With my handloads,
this is a comfortably .75 MOA rifle shoot-
ing 10-round groups with no downtime
for heat.

Cutting all this weight left room in
the budget for a suppressor, but only if it
was light enough. Silencer Centrals new
MeatEater by Banish comes in at only
10.3 ounces but offers a full 32dB sound
reduction and helps cut recoil with the
inclusion of a muzzle brake at the end
of the suppressor. If you haventadded a
suppressor to your match or hunting rifle,
[ cannot recommend it enough. Making
life quieter and easier to stay on target is a
must-have for any rifle system.

The MeatEater is not the least expensive
suppressor you can find, but the full tita-
nium build and added muzzle brake are
entirely worth it.

For glass, Vortex provided the Razor
LHT 4.5-22x50 FFP. This is an interest-
ing scope that ticks a lot of boxes and is
almost perfect for NRL Hunter. While
mostly a hunting scope at heart, it has

rifle. The action is a six-lug, 70-degree bolt Sy e
litt Remington 700 footprint coated in Ar- | i S A
morLube DLC and made from 416 stain- : T T e IS R
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#50762 - 590R™
12GA, 6+1 Capacity
18.5" Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield

#50218 - 5S90RM™ Standoff
12GA, 10-Round Detachable Magazine
18.5" Standoff Barrel w/Integrated Heat Shield

SAFETY TIP

Store firearms securely, inaccessible to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state, and local: laws,
regulations, requirements, and/or restrictions, including but not limited to those
regarding the purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm.

Not all products are available in all states or jurisdictions.

The 590R/RM
Rotary Safety
Selector location
allows two-sided
access without

breaking grip.

©2025 0.F. Mossberg &Sons, Inc.

NEW ROTARY SAFETY SELECTOR

THE
EVOLUTION
OF TACTICAL

-

SCANCODEFOR -

R e 5 | MORE INFO o -

% INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW
590R" § 590RM™ SHOTGUNS —
WITH ROTARY SAFETY SELECTOR.

The 5390 tactical platform has been a mainstay for generations. And these
new 530R/RM pump-actions are sure to please both new users and the
Mossberq faithful alike with a host new groundbreaking features.

From the new-design rotary safety selector, 5-position adjustable stock,
compact ergonomically-shaped forend, flat profile trigger and integrated
barrel/heat shield combination — these guns are all about functionality,

customization and comfort. Available in 12GA, the 530R has a magazine tube,
and the 590RM has a detachable box magazine. Both are offered with standard
barrels with pop-up sights or with standoff barrels. Let the evolution begin.

Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more

than a century.
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GUN GAMES //DAVID LANE

enough features to make it effective in a
match environment. A rock-solid zero
stop, perfect tracking, great Christmas
tree reticle and impressive glass worthy
of the Razor name, it has all the hall-
marks of a last-generation top-tier com-
petition scope. But at only 21.7 ounces,
this was built to not weigh you down.

Part of where the LHT saves weight
is the 50mm objective lens and 30mm
main tube. While enough to get the job
done, this does limit the light-gathering
ability of the scope. But even on my last
stage of day one at Mason Valley, where
we went way past legal hunting light, I
could still find the gray steel of my last
stage against the gray rocks. For what
this scope is designed for, its impec-
cable.

MDT’s HNT26 was the chassis of
choice for this project. My feelings on
the HNT26 have gone back and forth
between love and hate, but after a week-
end shooting NRL Hunter, its settled on
love. The HNT26 feels lightweight. It
should, since it's 26 ounces. But in your
hand, out of the box, it feels too light.
Don't let that fool you, because this
chassis can take some insane abuse.

Two long days of competition lead
to progressively caring less about being
gentle on your equipment, none more
so than the chassis. But even being
banged on boulders, dropped on cacti
or dumped in the sand, the HNT26 ate
it all.

The only failure point on the chassis
was the grip and that happened a couple
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of months before the match. The car-
bon-fiber grip of the HNT26 is a shell
epoxied to a plastic piece that connects
to the rifle via a standard AR-15 grip
interface. That epoxy on my grip just
failed and disintegrated—slipped right
off in my hand. Reaching out to MDT,
it turns out my grip was one of the
unlucky few in a specitic batch of grips
where something went sideways with
no way for QC to catch the problem un-
til they were in the hands of users. Oh,
well. These things happen.

While MDT offered to replace the
grip, [ didnt love it, so I was fine with us-
ing something else. I like near-vertical
grips on my precision rifles, and this NRL
Hunter rifle was no different.

The Bubba in me reached for one of my
spare Die Free Co. Kung Fu grips because
it was the perfect shape and texture. A
little Dremel work to remove the beaver
tail, and it was perfect.

To finish it all oft and actually put lead
on target, Black Sheep Ammo provided a
pile of their 143-grain ELD match-grade
ammo. Made in Union, Missouri, Black
Sheep is a newer brand of ammo manu-
facturer focused on quality over quantity.
['ve used almost everything they make,
from 115-grain 9mm to this 143-grain 6.5
Creedmoor, and all of it has been impres-
sive. Accurate, low SD/ES, and dead-nuts
reliable. Plus, the brass is great for reload-
ing as well.

MASON VALLEY MATCH
Just a hair outside of San Diego County
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in Southern California, you can find
Mason Valley Ranch, a piece of land
that hosts one of the best NRL Hunter
matches in the nation. This was my sec-
ond time shooting this match (once in
2023 and once in 2025), and both have
been outstanding, though not without
challenges.

Boasting 20 stages, it makes for a
packed course of fire across just 2 days,
with 12 stages shot on Saturday and the
last eight shot on Sunday.

The madman in charge of Mason
Valley is Serge Ducourneau; assisting
the madness was Ben Gallimore. The
Mason Valley match has become infa-
mous for how the stages are designed
to push shooters in every aspect. The
targets weren't easy to find, and like
real animals, they were often where you
wouldnt expect them. Mason Valley is
also infested with Sasquatch of a few
types. These tall, skinny targets require
wind calls with no margin for error.

The targets and the machinations of
the match directors are only half the
battle. The environment is the other.
There was a 50/50 chance of precipita-
tion and a 100-percent chance of wind.
Though, it turned out mild by Mason
Valley standards with temps in the mid
60s and wind gusting to only 35 mph

The course of fire is spread out across
a wide area, and shooters walked 2-3
miles over both days. Most shooters
have a love-hate relationship with Ma-
son Valley. On the one hand, its an un-
forgiving match. On the other hand, its
the challenge that keeps us coming.

As for the match, while Serge and
Ben designed some truly diabolical
stages, they weren't all dialed to 11.
Most of them were approachable, but
some of those ate my lunch (curse you,
Sasquatch!). All of it was educational.

And thats the rub of NRL Hunter: If
you're willing to step up, the matches of-
fer more education, excitement and fun
than you can shake a rifle muzzle at.

[f youre not willing to accept the
challenge—possibly a fat goose egg on
your score—maybe try something less
stressful ... like watercolors or stamp
collecting. GDTM
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be referring to these
(Sorry to those who like to
tinction for revolvers.) —

Historically, what we call handguns riul
were referred to as pistols, typically Ranger Sam Walker, lea
distinguished by mode of carry, be it ‘mous 1847 Walker Colt.
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Field guns, like this custom piece from RW
Grip Frames, are powerful revolvers large
enough to hunt with outright and also suit-
able for carry and defense.
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THE FIELD PISTOL //JOSH WAYNER
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.\taﬁi ZEH"Q;%’E” kill, or at least severely injure, an at-

a relevant punch. tacker at close to medium range. Most
Stfgsz:jefiz:f;iizzz “repeating” arms of this time were small
full lead tips like this, and woetully underpowered, unreliable
e pHEE- HIEEES B and even dangerous to the user. The

Walker was no joke and could bring
some hurt where it was due.
With reload time and reliability at
44 Mag has been a longtime favorite, a Keith de-

sign. Modern monometal bullets are very reliable a dl_StlnCt admﬂtage over competing
for penetrating animals from any angle. That is not demgns of the era, the Colt was the one

to say that the old Keith-style bullets or vintage : .
soft points will not work; in fact, they have lots of to beat. Over time, we have seen that

merit for the outdoorsman. translate into the Colt, then Smith &
Wesson and eventually modern guns
like Glock, taking the preferred spot in
the tield. The base notion of all of this
has been that these field guns are reli-
able and powerful first, high capacity
second. These traits are critical because
in the mind of modern outdoorsmen,
revolvers are only recently challenged
by rounds like 10mm Auto, itself the
beneticiary of lots of very positive press.
The basis of the field gun is that it
needs to be able to deliver power and
accuracy, not just as a self-defense op-
tion for bears (a somewhat rare situ-
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Bullets have evolved in
the last few centuries, but
the base concept are still
relevant. The Walker can
fire round balls with lethal
results even today, but
there are other choices.

9mm, .38 Special, .44
Special and .45 Coltare all
old cartridges, and each is
still relevant for field guns
with good bullets.

ation overall), but serve as a stopgap
for signaling, hunting and general-
purpose survival. In short, it needs

to be a functional backup to a rifle or
shotgun, but not a true replacement.
On its own, the field pistol statistics are
up to the end user.

The ammunition in question has its
own flavor—such as the retro hardcast,
even in semi-automatic pistols. Buf-
falo Bore has earned a reputable name
producing loaded cartridges on the high
end of the power scale. Having shot
many of their most potent loads, I can
honestly say that many are downright
painful in packable revolvers, but overall
pleasant in semi-auto calibers like 9mm
and .45 ACP. I have killed large white-
tails with the Buffalo Bore 255-grain
Hardcast Outdoorsman in .45 ACP at
about 40 to 50 yards out of a 5-inch 1911.

GUNDIGEST.COM

Raw killing power is more a func-
tion of the bullet than the gun, but the
features of the gun do matter quite a
bit. There is a bit of a dichotomy in that
to get a certain level of handling you
need a gun that is, by nature, easier
to handle. Adjustable sights, excellent
accuracy, smooth recoil and reliable
functioning are musts in general, if
you want to get the most out of placing
your bullet with any certainty.

Going hard in one direction is what
ends up happening quite often, with
many guys opting for absolute maxi-
mum power over anything else. You
won't replace a rifle with a pistol; it just
isn't going to ever be feasible. If you're a
hiker or kayaker who camps with pre-
packed food, a rifle may be prohibitive
for weight and fatigue when a handgun
would serve emergency use better.
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An optically equipped pistol of good
power level can be very, very accurate.
There is nothing wrong with having a
45 on your chest and a lightweight .22
LR rifle with 500 rounds stowed under
board in a canoe. You don't have to
take just one in some cases, especially
if your main goals are fishing or other
recreational activities.

THE BEAR ESSENTIALS

Westerners reading this will probably
disagree with me, but we're talking
apples and oranges here. What's good
for Michigan might not fly in Mon-
tana, but what is needed in the Crazies
is just extra weight in the waters south
of Traverse City. In all of the Midwest,
a .45 ACP+P is pretty much guaranteed
to be capable of handling any threat.

[t's still a heavily debated topic just
how much gun you need when up
against apex predators in close prox-
imity. A debate centered on such a
niche topic as bear attacks is what has
inspired a market of guns and ammo
on its own. Putting things bluntly,
people are exponentially more likely
to be killed by other people even in the
woods as opposed to bears. Bear attacks
are rare enough that they always make
the news, sometimes even nationally.

Yet, in urban environments, we have
murders daily, often multiples. [ won't
get into a discussion about environ-
mental pressures making bears attack
when allegedly socioeconomic factors
force people to kill unarmed clerks
after a robbery and we must accept this
as normal. Likewise, more people have
been killed by other people in national
parks and wilderness areas than wild-
lite. Most bullets meant for men will
work on bears.

That said, this bear situation is very
interesting, as it seems to be univer-
sal for discussion on field guns. It is
absolutely true that there are many
Americans who live around brown
bears and their variants. Yet, the rate
per million of attacks is extremely low
annually, and in those attacks, there is
no one caliber that seems to have set
itself apart for being able to resolve the
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situation instantly. Bear attacks have
made people extremely conscious of a
problem that, while not impossible, is
very rare. Yet, the remedy for this rare
occasion is often a revolver of such
power that it is impossible to master
and will not yield better results than
something “smaller.”

['ve spent a good amount of time talk-
ing to everyone from cops to coroners
to contractors on shootings, warfare,
murders and all things in between, and
the general consensus is that people kill
with what they have on hand and make
do with it. Very little out there, aside
from premeditated murder is planned
out; the vast majority of killing is done
with little notice. I have some very
cool stuff, a lot of which has appeared
on these pages, but I'm not carryinga
suppressed Fulton Armory M14 when
[ type at the coffee house. I'd get some
looks. Most days, if I found myself at-
tacked by a grizzly in my beach town,
['d have a .38 Special. I might make it.

Since the bear situation has dominat-
ed the ftield pistol discussion for some
time, I'll take a more practical look at
what is really going on for this type of
gun. Colt has quietly been releasing
new versions of their classic lineup,
and I hear there are some good things
coming from S&W soon that appeal to
the Elmer Keith fan in me. Many com-
panies are starting to make 10mm Auto
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versions of 1911 and other pistols as
standard models in their catalogs.

The debate on this chambering is
hot even today, and I'm not a huge pro-
ponent of the 10mm as [ have used it
alongside .45 ACP in the field on large
game regularly and really don't see the
effectiveness people talk about online,
Given a choice between the two, I'd
take .45 ACP all day. I have seen abso-
lutely no ditference in its killing etfects
opposed to 10mm, but I have seen a
much greater degree of recoil and dif-
ficulty of mastery side-by-side.

As a suppressor hunter, .45 ACP is
also far more advantageous inside the
effective range of both cartridges, being
that it's quieter with a wet suppressor
than any bow out there at 40 yards—I
know, to each their own. The debate is
far, far from over but I remain deeply
skeptical on the degree of need associ-
ated with the increase in power lacking
a real mandate for it in practical terms.

THE OLD GUARD
Since [ mentioned Keith, a name any se-
rious outdoorsman should know, we've

oot to look at what he really thought of
as the ideal field gun. Asa lifelong stu-
dent of his work, I will say the man was
alegend and has a deep-running influ-
ence on the handgun world as a result,
but he was honestly presumptive in that
he decided he was the authority when
he published his famous 1929 article in
American Rifleman, “The Last Word,”
at age 30. (Keith was born in 1899.)

The thing was, Keith, in fact, did fig-
ure it out. His work with his “The Last
Word” Colt SAA in .44 Special set the
stage for all field guns in our modern
era going back just a hair under a cen-
tury. Yes, that 30-year-old kid did more
to influence handguns with that one
article than maybe any article ever. His
time with pushing the .44 Special was
truly special, and he perfected the field
gun with his eventual legacy, the 44
Magnum. The initial .44 Magnum loads
weren’t nuts by today’s standards, and a
240-grain Keith bullet at 1,200 fps from
a 4-inch barrel is still, and likely always
will be, one of the best field loads ever.

So, going back to a century ago, what
did we know that we don’t seem to

GUNDIGEST.COM



remember? For starters, the rampant
consumerism of the industry wasn't

as prevalent before the advent of the
internet and modular guns, the two
feeding off each other to the point that
we have a hard time introducing new
things because the parts can’t be read-
ily changed out.

The old days saw most guns being
hand-fitted and finished, truly invest-
ments for the workingman and rich
man alike. Smith’s pre-lock guns are
highly sought-after, and I've had the
pleasure of working with many guns
from the era over time. The .44 Mag-
num was always very powerful, but
people today don't realize that this was
by comparison to what was considered
already powerful rounds. The guns
that many of these rounds were housed
in were often the weak spot.

For instance, the .45 Colt can be
loaded far above .44 Magnum, but it
requires a modern frame. The .45 Colt
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can be loaded up to some truly impres-
sive numbers and deliver some serious
lead down range, enough to make the
44 Mag. blush. However, most people
are only familiar with the “safe” loads
in .45 Colt, which are quite anemic and
meant for cowboy replicas and original
Colts SAA revolvers for safety.

IT°'S DANGEROUS TO GO ALONE ...
TAKE THIS!

Where you see the true utility of
rounds like .44 Magnum is in their
flexibility in terms of power, some-
thing that people today only look at
the upper end. The beauty of these
revolvers is that they can easily use
lower-powered ammo. I really like
shooting weak .38s in my .357 revolv-
ers. Likewise, I like to load some light
180-grain lead bullets in .45 Colt with
what remaining stock of IMR Trail-
Boss I have. It can be like shooting a
22 LR if you play it right.
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Field guns, outside of the bear situ-
ation, are blessed with flexibility. This
is something widely overlooked today
due to the fact that to vary power in a
semi-auto, you need an entirely dif-
ferent gun; you're pretty much fixed
at that cartridge power level. If you
want sauce, go 10mm Auto. If you want
power and easy handling, go .45 ACP.
General use, well 9mm. In a .44 Mag.
or .45 Colt, you can span the entire
spectrum in one cylinder from popgun
to piss-your-pants.

The old timers knew this, and this is
what made field pistols great in prac-
tice. Ammunition was available every-
where; you could travel this country
and find something that would work in
your revolver in any hayseed town by
the streams you'd pull over for. GDTM
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Hornady is offering two factory loads . Y W, Ay, Yo ®n e, B,
for the .25 Creedmoor: this 134-grain q‘*—'a% sy, O Gy, Oy O g “uh, Mg,
ELD-Match load and a128-grain ELD-X 3‘5;:_:19% ;"E“‘”s-,, ) _, d".. %) -’ G -’:h;.:,_‘ ofl . TR
Precision Hunter load. . ¥q, . D g, 2 Yoy ¢, 004 R, Ay, o oy,

Currently, with only two
factory loads available, the
.25 Creedmoor is mostly a
handloading option.
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Logistics and legitimacy of the
new quarter-bore Creedmoor.
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eophobia is the fear of
new things, and though

2 2

its most often thought of
in relation to kids who
fear trying new food, it also applies to
shooters.

A lot of shooters scoff at the in-
troduction of any new cartridge, not
because they cannot fathom its useful-
ness and application, but because it
challenges the status quo or the ballistic
norm they exist in.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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These folks often say things like,

“What does it do that another cartridge

cannot?” Or maybe they claim a new
cartridge is an answer to a question no
one was asking. | expect that, when it
comes to the .25 Creedmoor, many af-
flicted with neophobia—maybe even
you—will utter a similar phrase.

This neophobic response to new
cartridges has always rubbed me
wrong. Thats partly because every new
cartridge does fill a need, even though
that need might be very niche. But it’s
also partly because it is through the
development of new cartridges that
we ended up with things like the .308

Winchester, .223 Remington and 6.5
Creedmoor.

New cartridges are just examples of
evolution, driven by advancements in
ballistic understanding or need, and
both these things were instrumental in
the creation of the .25 Creedmoor.

QUARTER-BORE HISTORY
Cartridges with a 0.257-inch bullet—a
quarter bore—have traditionally been
very popular with hunters. The first
such cartridge was the .250 Savage, or
250-3000, which loaded to 45,000 psi,
was the first American-made cartridge
to break the 3,000-fps mark. The .250
Savage would push a 100-grain bullet to
around 2,800 fps. It became immensely
popular with hunters, because with its
1:14 twist rate, it provided them with a
single cartridge that would work very
well for varmints with lightweight
bullets and for big game with heavier
bullets.
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Currently, there are four Creedmoor /"
cartridges, and the .25 Creedmoor (second
from left) is the most versatile. Left to

-l

right: 6.5 Creedmoor, .25 Creedmoor, 6mm

-

—

>
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The author has three .25
Creedmoorrifles, and this
is typical of the precision
they can deliver.

Not long after Savage introduced the
250-3000 in 1915, Remington legiti-
mized a wildcat cartridge gun writer
Ned Roberts created. In 1934, Reming-
ton called this cartridge .257 Roberts
and wisely gave it a 1:10 twist rate to
handle longer and heavier bullets than
the .250 Savage could.

However, for some ridiculous rea-

Y

e
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Creedmoor and .22 Creedmoor. / ,.A

son, most of Remington’s .257 Roberts
factory ammunition was loaded with

a round-nosed 117-grain bullet. Fur-
thermore, they requested that SAAMI
(Sporting Arms and Ammunition Man-
ufacturers Institute) approve the car-
tridge at a pressure of only 45,000 psi.
The .257 Roberts would outperform
the .250 Savage, but not by much.

e
‘\-~ o
. g

Fortunately, other ammunition
manufacturers began loading +P .257
Roberts ammo at 50,000 psi that would
push a 100-grain bullet to about 3,100
fps. However, the cartridge is at its best
in a long-action rifle.

The best ballistically performing
quarter-bore cartridge was introduced
in 1944: It's .257 Weatherby Magnum,
and it can launch a 100-grain bullet
to about 3,600 fps. Like the .257 Rob-
erts, it also had a 1:10 twist, and the
cartridge was very popular for a while,
but there were two problems with it.
First, it came with an intense muzzle
blast, and while the recoil was not ter-
rible, it seemed a bit stiff for a rifle that

GUNDIGEST.COM



a hunter wanted to use for rock chucks
and mule deer.

Too much of a good thing is possible.

[n 1969, Remington tried to fill the
gap between the .257 Roberts and the
257 Weatherby with a new cartridge
called the .25-06 with a 1:10 twist. It
was a.30-06 necked down to fire a
quarter-inch bullet, and it would squirt
a 100-grain bullet out of a 24-inch bar-
rel at about 3,200 fps.

For about 2 decades, the .25-06 was
very popular, but by the '90s, many
American hunters were beginning
to transition to specialized rifles. No
longer was the dual purpose—varmint
and deer—rifle enough. With modern
manufacturing techniques, rifles were
becoming more affordable, and hunters
wanted a specific rifle for every differ-
ent thing they wanted to hunt.

The industryss last real attempt at a
quarter-bore dual-purpose cartridge
was in 2004 when Winchester intro-
duced the .25 WSSM. This short and fat
cartridge offered performance similar
to Remingtons .25-06, but it was about
as popular as a toothache. Also, with
the lawsuit against Winchester from
former gun writer Rick Jamison, Win-
chester discontinued all their WSSM
cartridges to avoid paying him royal-
ties.

ENTER THE CREED

Given the fact that the dual-purpose
rifle cartridge had lost a lot of its ap-
peal—clearly proven with the failure

of the 2008, AR-15 compatible, .25-45
Sharps cartridge—the concept was
mostly abandoned. This was also

the year Hornady introduced the 6.5
Creedmoor, which, though it was a hit
with competition shooters, didn't really
catch on until the notion of shooting at
stupid long distances was buoyed by the
American Sniper movie in 2014.

What made the 6.5 Creedmoor ap-
pealing was that the cartridge case was
short enough to work with very long
and high ballistic coefficient bullets,
but it still fit inside a short-action rifle,

like a standard Remington 700 or even
an AR-10. It also did not kick hard.

GUNDIGEST.COM

By 2015, the 6.5 Creedmoor was on
its way to rock star status, and Hornady
tried to capitalize on it with the 6mm
Creedmoor, which was a 6.5 Creed-
moor case necked down to work with
a 6mm bullet. Like the 6.5 Creedmoor,
the 6mm Creedmoor came with a fast
twist rate that allowed for the use of
high coefticient (BC) bullets.

Compared to the 6.5 Creedmoor,
the 6mm Creedmoor has been only
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marginally successful—I think partly
because it cannot handle the heavier
bullets hunters like to use for game
larger than deer.

EARLY .25 CREEDMOOR
DEVELOPMENT

While Hornady was screaming the
praises of the 6mm Creedmoor, I
saw the practicality in creating a bet-
ter quarter bore by necking the 6.5

The author took
this Nebraska
buck with a .25
Creedmoor about
five yearsago. The
rifleis a custom
Remington Model
Sevenwitha Doug-
las barrel built by
Dove’s Custom
Guns in Princeton,
West Virginia.

The .25 Creed-
moor will carry
on the great deer-
Killing tradition

of quarter-bore
cartridges.

According to Hor-
nady, 17 different
rifle manufactur-
ers will be offering
rifles chambered
forthe 6.5
Creedmoor. Proof
Researchis one of
those.
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A HUGE NICHE //RICHARD MANN
Y

.25 CREEDMOOR BALLISTIC PERFORMANCE (20-INCH BARREL)

VELOCITY ENERGY
(FPS) (FT-LB)
I R I P L E Hornady 134-grain ELD-Match Factory Load 2,760 ‘ 2,266
I I R E n T 75-grain Hornady V-Max Handload 3,519 2,062
85-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip Handload 3,440 2,233
It can be hard to predict the commercial 102-grain Lehigh Defense Controlled Chaos Handload 3,100 2,176
SQCCESS of arifle cartridge. Throughout 110-grain Nosler AccuBond Handload 38937 2,253
history there have been some that offered
practical and great ballistics, but they 133-grain Berger Elite Hunter Handload 2,686 2,130
simply never appealed to the masses. Will

anyone care about the .25 Creedmoor?

Competition shooters have been all over
it for the past few years, which is the main
reason Hornady decided to legitimize it.

| expect it will see some success in that
venue if factory rifles built for competi-
tion materialize. |, however, believe the
hunting field is where the .25 Creedmoor
has the most to offer. After all, that has
always been the appeal of quarter-bore.

The .25 Creedmoor offers great varmint
and predator application with light-
weight bullets. With bullets in the 85-to
100-grain weight range, it's superb for
antelope and deer, and with heavier
bullets, it will also work for larger game.
And finally, with the new, long and skinny,
high BC 0.257-caliber bullets, the .25
Creedmoor is an excellent, flat shooting,
low-recoil cartridge for recreational or
competitive long-range shooting. The .25
Creedmoor has taken the dual-threat—
varmint and big game—suvuitability of

the quarter bore and expanded it into
extreme long range, making it a true triple
threat.

Arguably, the .25 Creedmooris the best
triple-threat cartridge ever created and
ultimately approved by SAAMI. None of
thisis a surprise to me. It’s exactly what |
envisioned back in 2015 when | made it.

Creedmoor down to 0.25-caliber. The
cartridge would essentially duplicate, if
not outperform, the .257 Roberts, but it
would also work in a short-action rifle.
With the help of two other West Vir-
ginia gunsmiths—Jerry Dove and Mike
Cyrus—I created that cartridge in 2015
and, sort of tongue-in-cheek, called it
the 2Fity-Hillbilly.

[ began hunting with it immediately,

44| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |SEPTEMBER 2025

and with lightweight 70-grain bul-
lets pushed to around 3,600 fps, it was
instant death on groundhogs and coy-
otes. But with heavier bullets like the
100-gain Partition at about 3,200 fps,
and 110-grain AccuBond and ELD-X
bullets pushed nearly as fast, it was a
serious deer killer,

[ tried to get Hornady to legitimize
the cartridge through SAAMI, but they
were not interested. In fact, instead of
going with the 2Fity-Hillbilly—which
is the .25 Creedmoor as a wildcat—a
decade ago, their next Creedmoor was
in 2023 when they legitimized the .22
Creedmoor. The .22 Creedmoor is sort
of a modernized—fast twist—version of
the .22-250 Remington. As with most
modern rifle cartridges introduced in
this new century, specialization has
been the guiding force.

Then, somewhat surpris-
ingly, in 2025, Hornady an-
nounced they had gained

SAAMI approval for the .25

Creedmoor. For now, theyTre

The advantage the .25
Creedmoor has over all other
Creedmoor cartridges is that

it can handle bullets weighing
from 70 grains all the way up to
138 grains.

offering only two loads that include

a 128-grain ELD-X Precision Hunter
load at 2,850 fps and a 134-grain ELD-
Match load at about the same speed.
According to Hornady, "The .25 Creed-
moor is the end result of our constant
pursuit of maximizing ballistic poten-
tial. This cartridge fills that competitive
niche between 6mm and 6.5mm-—pro-
viding shooters the absolute best blend
of moderate recoil, flat trajectory and
superior wind resistance.”

A BIG NICHE

[ts great that Hornady has answered

the call of others who were competing
with the .25 Creedmoor in a wildcat
form like mine. With its 1:7.5 twist, it
will handle very aerodynamic bullets
and shoot right with the 6.5 Creedmoor
at distance. However, the real appeal of
this cartridge calls back to the true forte
of the quarter-bore cartridge, which is
dual-purpose use on varmints and big
game. It will shoot light bullets that the
6.5 Creedmoor cannot, and it will shoot
heavier bullets that are too much for
the 6mm Creedmoor.

The question is: Are shooters and
hunters ready for another dual-purpose
cartridge, or are they committed to dif-
ferent rifles for everything they do? The

GUNDIGEST.COM
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long-range precision ability of the 6.5 3
Creedmoor has driven many shooters E)
to purchase expensive rifles so they can
extract all the cartridge has to offer. The
problem with a different rifle for every
pursuit is that if you want maximum
performance in every area, you must
buy an expensive rifle for every car-
tridge you use.

The .25 Creedmoor allows for the
purchase of a single, nice and expen-
sive rifle that you can use to do
most anything you want. It fills
the traditional 0.25-caliber
niche and does it better than
any previous cartridge in any
caliber. GDTM

This is a five-shot group fired
from a Proof Research Glacier
Tiriflein .25 Creedmoor with
a 20-inch barrel, using Lehigh
Defense 102-grain Controlled
Chaos bullets.

The author has been hunting with
a wildcat .25 Creedmoor for a de-
cade. It has proven to be a deadly
coyote cartridge with 70-grain
Hornady V-Max bullets.

The .25 Creedmoor is nothing more than a 6.5 Creed-
moor necked down to fire a 0.257-caliber bullet. Itis
the newest quarter-bore in almost two decades.
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LISTINGS ARE
FREE!

Simply go online to create
or manage your Gun Show Listing.
Login or Register to create an account

GunShows.GunDigestMedia.com
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Corpus Christi, TX

Richard M. Borchard Regional
Fairgrounds

1213 Terry Shamsie, Robstown, TX 78380

Tables: $85
Electricity: $55

October 18-19, 2025
November 22-23, 2025
December 20-21, 2025

SAXET GUN SHOWS
“Ihe Best Gun Show”

McAllen, TX

McAllen Convention Center
700 Convention Ctr. Blvd, McAllen, TX 78501

Tables $85
Electricity: $65

September 20-21, 2025
October 25-26, 2025
November 15-16, 2025

Show Hours:

Sat. 9a.m. - 6 p.m. « Sun. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

** Dealer setup is Friday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

SAXET TRADE SHOWS

Visit Us At: http://www.saxetshows.com
Box 5677, Corpus Christi, TX 78465
* %t x Phone: 361-289-2256 * * * *
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sh "YOUR ONE STOP GUN SHOP”

Gun Shows.

P.O. Box 10277 Blacksburg, VA 24062
(540) 951 - 1344 | (540) 951 - 2344
info@ShowmastersGunShows.com
www.ShowmastersGunShows.com

*Visit our website for full show listings
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING!

DULLES EXPO CENTER
CHANTILLY, VA

THE NATION’S
GUN SHOW

SEPTEMBER 26, 27 & 28, 2025
NOVEMBER 21, 22 & 23, 2025
JANUARY 2, 3 & 4, 2025

HOURS: FRI1-8|SAT9-5|SUN10-5
www.TheNationsGunShow.com

RICHMOND RACEWAY COMPLEX
RICHMOND, VA

RICHMOND GUN SHOW

AUGUST 23 - 24, 2025

NOVEMBER 15 - 16, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 10 - 5

MONROEVILLE CONVENTION CENTER
MONROEVILLE, PA

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW

AUGUST 16 - 17, 2025

OCTOBER 11 - 12, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 9 - 4

AUGUSTA EXPO CENTER
FISHERESVILLE, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW

SEPTEMBER 6 -7, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5| SUN 10 -5

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
FAIRMONT, WV

FAIRMONT GUN SHOW

OCTOBER 4 - 5, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 9- 4

C3 SPORTS & EVENT CENTER
STATE COLLEGE, PA

STATE COLLEGE GUN SHOW

OCTOBER 25 - 26, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 9 - 4

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
HARRISONBURG, VA

OHENANDOAH VALLEY GUN SHOW

NOVEMBER 1 - 2, 2025
HOURS: SAT 9 -5 | SUN 10 - 5




Randy Saba, CO

John Crowley,ME

John Carpenter, MS
Michael Zomber,CA

ﬂl.

Dean Dillon,IL Ken Hamilton, KY Charles Hancock, TN

[ONAL =

{ i ol
Kelly Ritter, IL cc T H E M O N EY S H OW ”\ /urm {F:;elr.m

ol
Sept 27, 28, 2025

KENTUCKY EXPO CENTER
LOUISVILLE KENTUCKY

L 1250 Tables (8 Ft.
S Mm\"'\ y “\_/

John Gangel, AZ Doug Rainbow, NY

Walter Kanzler,FL

David Rachwal,OH

John Thomas,OK

“BRING OUT YOUR BEST”
EXTENSIVE NATIONAL ADVERTISING
RADIO + TELEVISION + NEWSPAPER
Bavid Carroll, AL SHOW HOURS: 9am to 5pm Sat.
9am to 3pm Sun.
SET-UP Hrs: 3pm to 8pm Fri.
(Dealers only)

Next Show: Louisville, KY
Jan 17, 18, 2026

NO FLEA MARKET ITEMS
T-SHIRTS, JEWELRY, COINS
GUNS AND RELATED ITEMS "ONLY"

Jennifer & Gary Gole, OH

Mickey Kiser, TN Ralph Petrilli, OH Larry Munther, NJ

John Clark, MI
Jim Behring, MI

L3

o=

Richard Binger.,IN
John Korompilas,CA

George Everhart, OH

' o

Fred Jolly,IN
Jacob & Emilie Rothgeb, VA

Bill Mays, IL

Mark & Bob Allsop, Mi Tim Prince, TN

Gun Show Protection Union o
Membership $25 Donation Bob Everhart, OH

TRADE TABLE: $140 E-mail: Ron-Dickson@nationalgunday.com
Send to: Ron Dickson, P.O. Box 741, Oxford, Ohio 45056 (Info (513)523-3574) No refund if cancelation is 7 days before show. www.nationalgunday.com

‘-L.
-

Dawn & Jim Scannapieco, NY
Ed Birnbaum, GA




JAG

MILITARY SHOW

NATIONAL
GUN DAY

- My Vi Pnumonuus LI %
i RON DICKSON (513) 523 3574
You P.O. Box 741

*PLUS*

NATIONAL GUN DAY
Kentucky Expo Center
Louisville, Ky.

War
of
Wars

Exhibitors and Attendees,

| am proud to announce that the THEME of the September 27, 28, 2025, National Gun
Day Show, in South Wing "A", of the Kentucky Expo center, in Louisville, Kentucky, will

be "LEVER ACTIONS". This will include ALL manufacture's of Volcanic, Henry,
Winchester (all models antique & modern), Marlin, Savage, Whitney, Colt-Burgess,
Stevens, Sharps, Spencer, and any other manufacturer of LEVER ACTIONS. If your

gun has a LEVER, bring it to THE LEVER ACTION CAPITAL OF THE

WORLD, Louisville, Ky. This will be an EVENT you will not want to miss. If you are a
LE VER ACTION LOVER, this Is the show for you. Bring out your BEST!! NO SHOW

| have also invited John Gangel (Little John), who is bringing his fabulous "Cabinet of
Royal Arms" including King Henry the Great's 1602 Wheelock Pistol, insured for $1.2
Million dollars, plus many other, GOLD STANDARD, Royal European Arms from the
17th and 18th century for Exhibit and sale at the National Gun Day Show.

Wow, this is going to be an "EVENT", not just a Show!!! That is why they call it the
MONEY SHOW!

| suggest very strongly, that you make your reservations as soon as possible and send
In your application with payment. If you do not have a application, go to my website
www.Nationalgunday.com and print one off. We are using the Crowne Plaza Hotel,
$129 flat rate. Please call 1(866)888-0620 and ask for the "GUN SHOW, Block Code
LMW?" for the special rate, call now!

You will like this show!

| can't wait to say, "It's Gun Show Time"!!

Ron Dickson
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THE DIXIE

REATA PA33
UCTIONS,

W 7 GUN & KNIFE
: saturdaygam 5p.m. CLASSIC INC.

sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

WWW.REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM
E: INFO@REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM

b
X
X
X
X
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A saacarclld The ORIGINAL Raleigh Gun & Knife Show
it - e *
W
%}?GUN suow@ ! November 22-23, 2025
X
X
*
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X
*
*
X
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-
X
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eptemoer o7, 2 Call (919) 781-1287 for more info

Washington County Fairgrounds
2151 North Main Street
Buy -
Sell -

Washington, PA 15301
Trade -

Admission $10.00
450+ tables
Take I-79 to Exit 41, Racetrack Rd.,
follow signs

Show Hours: 9 am - 4 pm Sat/Sun

Call 724-948-3571
Visit Our Web Site at

Jim Graham Building
N.C. State Fairgrounds

dixiegunsceaol.com Fax: 919-781-4941

Web: dixiegunandknifeshow.com
1888888888888 80888888808008888888888888888888.8.0.6.8.8.

www.arhsportshop.com

ANNUAL COWBOY
& INDIAN AUCTION

JAN 315" & FEB 1°7

PREMIER FALL AUCTION |
OCT 25™ & 26™

EATA PASS

NOW ACCEPTING
QUALITY
CONSIGNMENTS

1515 w Gurley St Ste 100 Prescott AZ 86305 * P: 928.632.8000
www.ReataPassAuctions.com * Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm * Gigi Gangel
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INDY 4500

GUN
BEADEISTIOW,

One of the Largest Gun and Knife Shows
East of the Mississippi!!!

INDIANAPOLIS '
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS DOOR PRIZES

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS » CAMPING HOOKUPS AVAILABLE

HOURS: FRIDAY — 2-7 p.m.  ESTABLISHED 1983 - RESTAURANT ON PREMISES
SAT. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. SUN. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

GUNS, KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, SPORTING ARMS, MILITARY ARMS, ETC.

» EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
» SPECIAL MOTEL » 24 HOUR SECURITY

INDY 1500 Phone: (405) 408-6197
P.O. Box 14194 Fax: (405) 478-0700
Oklahoma City, OK 73113 www.indy1500.com

EXHIBITORS MUST ABIDE BY SHOW RULES AS WELL AS ALL LOCAL, STATE & FEDERAL LAWS.

SEPTEMBER 5, 6 & 7

NOVEMBER 14, 15 & 16




VIRGINIA

Hampton, VA

Convention Center
September 13-14, 2025
November 29-30, 2025

Virginia Beach, VA

Convention Center
October 11-12, 2025

Fredericksburg, VA

Fredericksburg

Fairgrounds
November 8-9, 2025

Stafford, VA

Fraternal Order of
Eagles

December 6-7, 2025

(757) 483-5385

SGK Ltd., 1225
Kempsville Rd. #64245
Virginia Beach, VA
23467

www.,.sgkshows.com

G&S Promotions

GUN

ARKANSAS
Heber Springs

Community Center
August 30-31

180 Tables: 1-4 S60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.

Mountain Home

Baxter County Fairgrounds
eptember 20-21

163 Tables: 1 4

Hot Springs
Garland County Fairgrounds
October 18-19

130 Tables: 1-4 S55 ea., 5+ S50 ea., 10+ $45 ea.

Conway
Conway Expo Center
October 25-26
December 13-14

440 Tables: 1-4 S65 ea., 5+ S60 ea., 10+ S55 ea.

OKLAHOMA
Elk City

Elk City Civic Center
December 6-7

150 Tables: 1-4 $45 ea., 5+ $40 ea., 10+ $35 ea.

Shawnee

Expo Center
1700 West Independence

December 20-21

220 Tables: 1-4 S60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.

60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.

UN ¢ SHOWS

Canton

Canton Civic Center

August 8-10
250 Tables:1-4 S60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.

Henderson

Rusk County Expo Center

September 6-7
160 Tables:1-4 S60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.

Nacogdoches

Nacogdoches County Expo Center
September 26-28

November 28-30
193 Tables: 1-4 S65 ea., 5+ S60 ea., 10+ S55 ea.

Dodge City

Western State Bank Expo Center

November 15-16

200 Tables: 1-4 S60 ea., 5+ S55 ea., 10+ S50 ea.
12 Table Island S500

All Tables must be prepaid two weeks Iin advance.

G&S Promotions

PO Box 338, Wister, OK 74966 918-659-2201

www.gunshowtrader.com email:gnshpri@aol.com

£ ike us on FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/gandspromotions

L :# ui

Maumee Valley Gun Collectors Inc.

The Wood County Fairgrounds
13800 W Poe Rd, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

Show Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4 « Set Up: Fri. 1-7, Sat. 7-9
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2025 Show Dates:
* October 11-12 * November 8-9

For Information Contact: PO Box 492, Maumee, Ohio 43537

419-441-2134

Web site: www.mvgca.com

$6.00 Admission FREE Parking



Set Up GREAT SOUTHERN

Friday

em - GQuNn & Knife Shows, L.L.C.
Jackson 2025 Show Calendar

o Deduct $10 Per Table If Paid 2 Weeks In Advance

Al otmer NON-Related Tables With Prior Approval - Call for Price

Locati
BEERONS www.greatsoutherngunshow.com

JACKSON, MS KENNER, LA WESTWEGO, LA

MS Trade Mart Bldg New Orleans Area ..
Pontchartrain Ctr Williams Blvd. exit off I-10 Alario Center

High St. exit off I-55 Show Hours: 2000 Segnette Blvd, Westwego
Show Hours: Sat. 9AM-5PM Show Hours:
Sat. 9AM-5PM Sun. 10AM-5PM Sat. 9AM-5PM

Sun. 10AM-5PM 400 8’ Tables $100 ea. Sun. 10AM-5PM
300 &' Tables $100 ea. September 13-14, 2025 S e W00 bR

_ October 25-26, 2025 Auaust 23-24. 2025
December 13-14, 2025 el 20-23|, 2025 9 3

GREAT SOUTHERN Gun & Knife Shows, L.L.C.

PO Box 24416  Knoxville, TN 37933 ¢ 865-671-4757

No loose ammo. No alcoholic beverages in show. All guns, including personal guns, must be wunloaded while in
building. Tie-downs required on all guns. All exhibitors must be present during all show hours. Please do not make reservations if you cannot stay

until the show closes. 24 hour police. No checks accepted at show and money orders only 2 weeks prior to show. Thank You.

i - ; oy S i
% ' B AL |
Y . 2 e, Ladb=: W ) . -
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2025_-2026_ Shows - Quality Shows for -
Shooters, Hunters and Collectors

(Fletcher, NC /lertle Beach, SC 4 Franklin, TN D:a_nlton, GA
N ber 1-2, 2025 SRLT s Cc':hll%amgll::ga
: ovember 1-2,
SN ity s December 6-7, 2025 it THer Show
C tion Cent February 7-8, 2026
WNC Ag Center M R St Ag Expo Park Convention Center

Saturday 9-5 | mike Kent * P.O. Box 685 * Monroe, GA 30655 » 770-630-7296 |8" Tables - $75
Sunday 10-4 e-mail: Mike@ MKShows.com * www.MKShows.com Adults - $12



SHOW LISTINGS BY DATE SEPTEMBER

AUGUST Sep 5-6 ND, West Fargo. Red River Range S U B S c R I B E

Gun Show. Red River Regional Marks-

Aug16 PA, -Greencastle . Izaak Walton manship Center, 640 16th St NE. SH: T 0 D AY !
Gun Show & Outdoor Extravaganza. Fri. 4om-8pm, Sat. 8am-4pm. A: $5.00 R
Greencastle Sportsman’s Associa- per day; 12 years and older. 11 and under B\
tion, 3260 Sportsmans Road. SH: Sat. free with adult. T: 160. F: $40. Red River
8am-3pm. A: $7.00 adults (13+ years). Regional Marksmanship Center. 640
T:T10. F: $20-$25 depending on inside 16th St NE, West Fargo, ND 58078. PH:
or outside. Izaak Walton League of 701-356-0677. rrrmc.com.

Franklin Co. PA Chapter. 106 Greenleaf
Rd, Chambersburg, PA 17202-3134. PH:
117-977-9240.

The Alabama Gun Collectors Aggociation

Presents Its

2025 Gun Shows | [oromsne

iststo perpetuatethe
collection, restora-
tion, exhibition and
lore of firearms for

Hoover Met Complex legitimate purposes.
100 Ben Chapman Drive
Hoover, Alabama

Free Parking & Free Internet
SHOW HOURS Largest and Best Shows in the Southeast

(NON EXHIBITORS): 24 Hour

N T ik October 11-12, 2025 ™'

PRINT

PRIZE CATEGORIES
Best Arms Display
Best Edged Weapons Display
Best Accoutrement Display

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
www.algca.org

Open to all collectors to bring prize
firearms collections for judging for

CASH PRIZES!

ALL FEDERAL, STATE & LOCAL LAWS MUST BE OBSERVED

Class 3 Weapons?

Prior Approval

Required!!!
PLEASE - NO NON RELATED ALL GUNS
ITEMS ON TABLE MUST BE TIED
For Reservations A.G.C.A. |

or Information > 34 RacleCreck [ane > 205-500-1882 NEW SUBSCRIBERS:

CONTACT: agcanow@gmail.com GunDigest.com/subscribe
AGCA MEMBER 8 FT. TRADE @ $70.00 NON-MEMBER 8 FT. TRADE @ $95.00 TO RENEW:
AGCA MEMBER 8 FT. DISPLAY @ $40.00 NON-MEMBER 8 FT. DISPLAY @ $50.00 GunDi gest.com /renew

NO Confirmation without prepayment - Make check payable to A.G.C.A.
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Sep 20-21SD, Rapid City. Rapid City
Rifle Club Association. The Monument
Event Center, 444 N W Blvd., Rapid

City, SD 57701. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun.

9am-2pm. A: $5.00 Daily. T: 205. F
$gg1 R;[;?d City Rifle CTLE PO Box 1945, TEXAS GUN & KNIFE ASSOCIATION

Rapid City, SD 57709. PH: 605-200-
HEEI;EI.Wvlvgv.rapidcityriﬂeclub.com. 2025 SHOW DATES
OLTOBER September 13-14 + KERRVILLE Expo Hall

Oct 4-5IN, Valparaiso . Gun & Knife
Show . Porter County Exp-Center, 215 October 18-19 « ABILENE Convention Center

East Division Road. SH: Sat. 8am-5pm, .

Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $8.00 children 12 & October 25-26 * FREDERICKSBURG Fair Grounds
under free with Adult. T: 350. F: $70.00 O .

8ft.@ run of show . Dunes Rifle & Pistol November 8-9 « KERRVILLE E?(?O Hall

Club L.L.C.. PO. Box 345, 812 West Old December 13-14 « AMARILLO Civic Center
Ridge Road, Hobart, IN 46342. PH: 219-

Q42-4514. Https://valpogunshow.com. December 20-21 « KERRVILLE Expo Hall

L Show Hours: Saturday 9-5 Sunday 10-4

Dec 6-7SD, Rapid City. Rapid City Rifle
Club Association. The Monument ?M Dealers call Janice Hill: Pra»mg a”
W\ (830) 285-0575 are Nealtr \

Event Center, 444 N W Blvd., Rapid
Www.texasgunandknifesnows.com  \gEseSiaes ‘

City, SD 57701. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun.
9am-2pm. A: $5.00 Daily. T: 205.F:
$50. Rapid City Rifle Club. PO Box 1945,
Rapid City, SD 57709. PH: 605-209-
1166. www.rapidcityrifleclub.com.

e

Thank you for your continued support.

MISSOURI VALLEY ARMS COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION
A National Rifle Association Affiliate Since 1953

Presents Our
54th National Summers Arms Show

JULY 25th & 26th, 2026

K.C.l. EXPO CENTER, 11730 N. AMBASSADOR, KANSASCITY, MO 64153
750+ standard 8x2.5 foot tables ¢ Sale/Trade Tables:$135 Display Tables:$35

Winning Display Awards, Including The Famed: KC Scout Bronze Statue

To reserve tables contact the MVACA Show Director at 816-873-1951,
showdirector@mvaca.org or PO Box 1315, Kearney, MO 64060

Or, download reservation form at: mvaca.org
Our host hotel provides special room rates: The Holiday Inn KCl @ (816) 744-0209

Other Information:

1.Tables mustbe covered by exhibitorprovided covers 5. Onlyfirearms, armor and military historical items are allowedon exhibit
2. Armed securityon duty 24 hoursdaily 6. ALLfirearms must be securedby ties unlesslockedin case
3. Groundlevelunloadingand loading 7. Federal,State and Local firearms laws will be adheredto andstrictly enforced!

4. MVACAIs not responsiblefor accidentsor theft

Public Hours: Saturday- 9 A.M.- 5 P.M. e Sunday- 9A.M.- 3 P.M.
ADMISSION: $15 DAY; $20 WEEKEND PASS; Children 15 & under FREE with paid Adult




GunDige

Rare and used firearms, collectibles, accessories,
memorabilia and much more ... find it all here.

Display Advertising Information & Rates Contact:

Lori McDaniel
lori@gundigest.com
(715)-498-3768

> MARKETPLACE P.56



RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3 Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens
MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG6. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.
Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK & MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post
Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective
clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff.
Every item we offer for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL LIST OF
INVENTORY SPECGIALS WITH A DEALER YOU CAN TRUST!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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PACK AND POSTAL CENTER

210 Mill Street, Lancaster, MA 01523-2046
Tel. (978) 368-0910 — Fax (978) 368-3326

3-Day InspectionSatisfaction Guaranteed.

MasterCard.

Current GUN LIST now available online
www.PackAndPostalCenter.com

$35.00 shipping for long guns (FedEx ground insured, adult signature required) and
handguns (United States Postal Service, Priority, insured, adult signature)

3% restock fee for items paid with charge card. All firearms sold as “used” collector
items only. We do not test fire or guarantee suitability for live firing.
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PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS

1-Z Bernardelli .25 ACP Tiny Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original
bright blue, fixed sights, mint “V.B.” logo black plastic grips, looks and functions near new, made
) TOBCARERT osmimpnmnrmims R S S R A R s $385

2-Z Browning .22 LR “Challenger Model” F.N. Belgian Made Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with mint
bore, 99% original bright blue, ramp blade front and fully adjustable target style rear sights,
excellent checkered English Walnut wrap around grips with flared bottom, 98% gold plate on
trigger, original Browning marked 10 shot full blue magazine, excellent function, made in 1970,
supyer lopker CONCCLOFQUAlITE (OB oo ovaunsmvnsomosmmss s s $725

3-Z Browning .22 LR “Challenger” Auto Pistol 6 34” barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright
blue, target style adjustable rear and blade front sights, minty original checkered Walnut wrap
around grips with flared bottom, Browning marked original magazine, made in 1968 and shows
little or no actual use, collector quality (C&R) ...ccvvvveviviceeceicecec e $695

4-Z Browning .22 LR “Medalist Model” Clip Feed Auto Target Pistol 6 34” barrel with vent
rib, blade front and fully adjustable target rear sights and mint bore, 98% original blue with a
little fading and light peppering, 98% gold plate on target style trigger, excellent dark Walnut
checkered thumbrest grips with flared bottom and matching small forend both showing a little
finish loss, comes in its original black early style flip top case with red interior containing barrel
weight adapter, (3) barrel weights, multi tool and black phenolic cartridge block, case has gold
finished lockable hardware (no key) and brass nameplate on lid (not engraved) last digits on
serial number are (T8) indicating a Medalist, made in 1958, earliest one I've ever seen, works
fine with (1) Browning marked magazine (C&R) ................... 31275

9-Z Browning .22 LR “Nomad” F.N. Belgian Made Auta Plstnl 6 % barrel W|th mlnt bora 99%
original blue, target style sights, mint checkered black plastic logo grips with flared bottoms,
made in 1967 but looks near new, collector quality (C&R) .....c.eovevieeveiciieeeeeeeeceeee $595

6-Z Browning .32 ACP “Model 1922” Nazi Occupation Era Auto Pistol 4 '2” barrel with excellent
bright bore, 90% original fading blue with spotty graying on nose cap, front strap and sharp
edges, all matching numbers, Nazi "WaA 140" proofing on most parts, very good “FN” logo
checkered black hard rubber grips, comes with (2) Waffen proofed “FN 7.65” marked magazine
with Nazi proofs well worn from sliding in and out of gun, comes in an odd correct style holster
with an original German marked inner top flap and fastening strap but a very nice reproduction
Jouo/ s s el i T LT T ln 0 SR $695

7-Z Charter Arms .32 S&W Long “Undercover 32 Model” Revolver 2” barrel with mint
bore, 97% original blue, fixed sights, very good smooth Walnut round butt grips with silver
medallions, excellent function, shows some holster carry wear on front sight, these are nice low
recoil / low noise revolvers .. ..$285

8-Z Colt .22 LR “Woodsman 1=t Sertes" Target Autn Plstal 6 5/8 barrel W|th mlnt bore 98%
original bright blue, elevation adjustable front sight, screw adjustable windage rear sight, mint
full checkered Walnut grips, very good original full blue magazine marked “Colt Woodman” over
“Cal. 22 LR”, made in 1940 and shows little or no actual use (C&R) ....c.ccccceeevrrerncnee...... $1295

9-Z Colt .22 LR “The Woodsman Sport Model Series 1” Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with mint
bore, elevation adjustable front and screw adjustable windage adjustable rear factory sights,
98% original bright blue with a couple tiny specks of pitting at left rear of slide, mint full
checkered Walnut grips, excellent full blue bottom release magazine showing bluing loss but
works fine, made in 1941 just prior to WW-II, excellent function and super looker, collector
QUALTY [G&RY) ... carnmsmesnromsanmassannenasmsnsns asmasansias ssassnmenssss nens smnms sansas ags neansins sns s msndas masanss $1625

10-Z Colt .22 LR “3" Series Woodsman Sport Model” Auto Pistol 4 '2” barrel with mint bore,
98% original bright blue just getting a bit thin at muzzle, ramp blade front and Colt “Accro” fully
adjustable rear sights, excellent checkered Walnut thumb rest grips, (1) bottom release Colt
magazine, excellent function, made in 1973 and looks lightly used (C&R) ........cccveuvennene. $765

11-Z Colt .32 ACP “Model 1903 Hammerless” Pocket Auto Pistol 3 34” barrel with very good
bright but lightly pitted bore, fixed sights, 85% original bright blue with sharp edge silvering
and graying at muzzle, near excellent checkered black hard rubber grips with Colt banner and
rampant horse logos, excellent full blue magazine marked “Cal. 32” over “Colt”, made in 1914
and comes inan original well worn and tattered box with an original instruction sheet and correct
blue end label which is showing a little loss at lower edge (C&R) .......cccccccveeervircnneee.e.... $825

12-Z Colt .32 ACP “Model 1903 Hammerless” Pocket Auto Pistol 3 34" barrel with excellent
bright bore, fixed sights, 95%+ original bright blue, 90% fire blue on safety and trigger, mint
“Colt banner” checkered hard rubber grips with “rampant horse” with a stylized “C” imposed
over horse, correct full blue magazine, 1913 manufactured, looks super in original tattered and
repaired box with manual box has some missing edges but complete end label present along
with serial number on bottom (C&R) .................. ..$945

13-Z Colt .38 Special +P “Cobra” Current Madel Dauhle/Smgle Actran Stamless Revalver 2"
barrel with mint bore, red fiber optic front sight and top strap groove rear sights, 99 2% original
matte stainless finish, mint Colt logo wrap around finger groove round butt rubber grips, as new in
original blue plastic case with end label, cable lock, manual, hang tag, 6 shot cylinder .......... $635

14-Z Colt .38 Special +P “Cobra Classic” Double/Single Action Stainless Revolver 2” barrel
with mint bore, 99 %% bright polished stainless finish, fixed open sights, mint checkered
Walnut wrap around round butt grips with silver Colt medallions, appears unfired and comes
in its original blue plastic case with end label, cable lock, owners manual and hang tag, super
17 = S S OT P SO Sy SO PN YOV S, S S $675

15-Z Colt .38 Special “Official Police Model” War Time Production Double/Single Action
Revolver 5” barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue, fixed sights, excellent service style
checkered Walnut grips with Colt silver medallions, excellent smooth function and tight lockup,
made in 1944 and shows the lightest of use (C&R) ....ovvvveevecivcviiiccvcieiieec . 588D

16-Z Colt .38 Colt New Police (.38 S&W) Police Positive Model Single/Double Action Revolver
5” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 98% original bright blue with fire blue on screws and back
of bright sided hammer, mint escutcheon “C” early style checkered black hard rubber grips,
made in 1930 and looks and functions near new, collector quality (C&R) ...........ccco.......... $785

17-Z Forehand Arms Co. .38 S&W Hammerless Top Break Revolver 3 '4” ribbed barrel with
very good bore, 98% original nickel, blue and case color, excellent double action only, odd
opening feature looks like an external hammer, manually operated, safety behind opening latch,
very good “F&W?” logo checkered hard rubber grips with a small chipout of left panel at locating
pin, many advanced features indicate later 1901-1902 manufactured date, excellent function
(CRIR) ettt ettt et ettt et e eat e ae e e e ereeas et aas $265

18-Z French Pyrenees Hendaye Unique .22 LR “Model D4” High End Target Cased Auto
Pistol 9” barrel with mint bore, and factory integral muzzle brake, 98% original blue, “Unique”
marked magazine, checkered brown plastic grips with minor cracks on right panel and a large
un-repaired broken upper section on left side, comes in a black French fitted black carry case
with manual and original warranty card, nickel plated latches and carry handle, excellent function
M oo tsgeess sy o0 S S A R S g $895

19-Z Harrington & Richardson .22 LR “Model 195 / USRA” Single Shot Target Pistol 10” ribbed
barrel with mint bore, pinned on blade front sight and screw adjustable target rear sight, 99%
original bright blue round rod auto ejector, mint checkered fancy Walnut one piece factory grips,
excellent function with fabulous trigger pull, collector quality, very limited production in the
1920's and 1930’s (C&R) ... - ..$1650

20-Z Harrington & Rlchardsan 22 LR “Madet 195 / USRA” Smgle Shut Target Ptstul 10”
ovoid barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright blue, elevation adjustable front and fully screw
adjustable rear ,"fat” grooved trigger, lever style auto ejector, mint fancy Walnut checkered target
one piece grips, excellent function, super looker, sixth variation, last of the USA series made
AroUNd 1940 (C&R) ...ttt $1975

21-Z Harrington & Richardson .22 LR “Model 195 / USRA” Single Shot Target Pistol 7” new
profile ribbed barrel with mint bore, pinned on target front and fully screw adjustable target
rear sights, 4" variation with round plunger type auto ejector, 99% original bright blue, grooved
slender curved trigger, mint checkered Walnut target one piece grips, excellent function and rare
it 77 barrel, ColleCIor QUANTY TCARY): ..covummmsmemssmsusmsnssssmsansessansasnms svsssmsssnsessassrssass v ssasis $1785

22-Z Harrington & Richardson .22 LR/.22 Winchester Magnum “Model 686” Dual Cylinder
SA/DA Western Style Revolver 7 ¥2” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original blue and brilliant case
colored frame, factory target style fully adjustable rear and ramp blade front sights, mint one
piece smooth wood grips, excellent function and very nice quality ........cccceveeiiiieeccieeenee. $395

23-Z Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Long “Model 733” Swing Out Cylinder Double/Single
Action Pocket Revolver 2 ¥2” round barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright nickel finish, mint
H&R logo checkered black plastic grips, looks and functions as new overall, 6 shot cylinder, nice
JOW reCOIl / 1OW NOISE TBVOIVET ...ttt ettt sttt e $295

24-Z Harrington & Richardson .38 S&W “Model The American” Double Action Revolver 2
%" octagon barrel with fair pitted bore, 90% nickel finish with flaking and scattered peppery
pin prick pitting, triggerguard and trigger are blued, black hard rubber grips, pull pin cylinder
release, manufactured 1905-1942 (C&R) ....ovvrvereiieiieiiei e $125

25-Z Hartford Arms Equipment Co. .22 LR “Model 1925 Target” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 6%4”
barrel with excellent bright bore, 92% original fading blue with noticeable graying on straps,
fixed blade front and drift adjustable rear sights, excellent checkered black hard rubber grips,
excellent correct original “Colt” marked (2) tone magazines, only a few early examples made with
Colt purchased magazines, excellent checkered black hard rubber grips, “I-A” type takedown,
excellent function and rarely found in this good condition, a must for High Standard collectors
as this is their earliest product Hi Standard called the model “B”, first year production, collector
quality (C&R) .. ..$765

26-Z High Standard 22 LFt “Mudel B / Past War" Auta Plstal 6 3/& barrel Wlth mlnt bora 98%
original bright blue, mint checkered hard rubber "HS” logo grips, 10 shot original magazine
shows blue loss but functions well, lettering on left side of frame and slide shows very nice white
grease pencil highlighting, made in 1946, collector quality (C&R) .....cccveevveieiiiieee, $495

27-Z High Standard .22 LR “Model B” First Year Production Auto Pistol 6 34” barrel with mint
bore, first year production using some 1925 Hartford Arms parts, type “I-B” takedown, 96%
original bright blue with a little fading to gray on straps, 1925 style parts including dovetail open
sights and smooth narrow trigger plus “Colt” marked magazine the Hartford Arms used in their
pistols, mint checkered black hard rubber grips of the Hartford style, the 24" gun made in High
Standards introduction year of 1932, collector quality and rare in any condition, this one looks
ahd TUNGIONS GIRHT TR .o sxinsioms o minsansints uinsionisenomionsnssssimstsnsin uislbnios o g $795

28-Z High Standard .22 Short “Model LW-100 Flite King” Auto Pistol 6 34" barrel with mint
bore, 99% original bright and matte blue finish, factory open sights, mint checkered brown
plastic thumb rest grips, cadmium plated “Hi Standard” marked magazine, push button
takedown, made in 1957 but looks and functions as new (C&R) .....cccccovvvveveiiiierreeeenn... $495

29-Z High Standard .22 LR “The Sharpshooter Model 103" Auto Pistol 5 2" bull barrel with
mint bore, 98%+ original blue with just a little thinning on backstrap, ramp blade front and target
style fully adjustable rear sights, mint checkered brown plastic grips with gold medallions, mint
original full blue "Hi Standard” marked magazine, lettering has been nicely high lighted with
white grease pencil, excellent function, push button takedown, made in 1971, collector quality,
firstvear proguclDn (CRR): ..cuunusmannnnnasnsrusssruERTGRsTses D
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30-Z High Standard .22 LR “Model 106 Military Style Supermatic Tournament” Target Auto
Pistol 6 34" heavy barrel with mint bore, 97% original blue with thinning to gray on straps,
ramp blade front and fully adjustable slide mounted target rear sights, mint checkered Walnut
thumbrest target grips, push button takedown, made in 1967, excellent function with super
EHGQEr PUIL (CAR) oo e s sr e sreereeae s $675

31-Z High Standard .22 LR “Model SK-100 Sport King” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 6 34" barrel with
mint bore, 97% original blue with light peppery pitting on right side of slide, blade front and drift
adjustable rear sights, excellent checkered brown plastic thumbrest grips with High Standard
“eagle” logo, good (2) tone magazine with blue loss and light pitting on right side, made in 1955
with push button takedown, very accurate for a low priced pistol (C&R) .....c..cooevvveriennenn, $325

32-Z High Standard .22 LR “Model SK-100 Sport King” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 6 34” barrel with
mint bore, 98%+ original blue, blade front and drift adjustable rear sights, mint checkered brown
plastic thumbrest grips with “eagle” logo, excellent (2) tone magazine white grease pencil high
lighten on left side is very nice looking, push button takedown, very accurate and fine function,
collector quality, made in 1954 (C&R) ....cvvieeieecee e e $395

33-Z High Standard .22 LR “Model SK-100 Sport King” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 6 34” barrel with
mint bore, 99% original blue, blade front and drift adjustable rear sights, mint checkered brown
plastic thumbrest grips with gold medallions, push button takedown wide grooved trigger, full
blue magazine, excellent function, collector quality, made in 1969 (C&R) ..........................$415

34-Z High Standard .22 LR “Sharpshooter-M Model” Target Auto Pistol 5 2" bull barrel with
mint bore, 99% original blue, factory ramp blade front and fully adjustable target rear sights,
mint full checkered Walnut grips in military style, Allen screw style takedown, red nylon bottom
magazine, excellent function and new looking, manufactured 1980 .. .. $485

35-Z High Standard .22 LR “R-101 Sentinel Model” Double/Single Actmn 9 Shot Revelver 6”
barrel with excellent bright bore, 92% original matte and bright blue showing silvered sharp
edges from holster carry, 80% case color on hammer and grooved trigger, early style “no return
Spring” on ejector of swing out cylinder, fixed sights, excellent checkered brown plastic one
piece grips, excellent function, made in 1958 and shows field use overall (C&R) ............... $285

36-Z Iver Johnson .32 S&W Short “Safety Hammer” Top Break Revolver 3” ribbed barrel with
minty bright bore, 98% original nickel, blue and case color, fixed sights, auto ejection, mint
“owl” logo checkered hard rubber grips, excellent function, nickel shows a little pin prick pitting
otherwise looks new, collector quality (C&R) .....ccceveriiieriiecece e $275

37-Z lver Johnson .32 S&W Short “Safety Hammerless” 5 Shot Top Break Revolver 3” ribbed
barrel with excellent bright bore, ,96% original nickel, blue and case color, excellent “owl”
checkered hard rubber grips, excellent function ..., $265

38-Z Japanese 8mm Nambu “Type 14” WW-II Auto Pistol 4 34” barrel with excellent bright
bore, 95% original blue with light scattered pitting on slide and frame, fixed sights, all
matching numbers including excellent serrated, dark hardwood grips and aluminum bottom
blued magazine, nice looking “18.9 Showa date” (Sept. 1943) WW-II pistol excellent function,
collector quality (C&R) ... ..$815

39-Z Japanese 8mm Namhu “Type 14“ Pre WW II Autu Plstul 4 % barrel W|th excellent bright
bore, 97% original blue, 30% faded straw color, all matching except correct style and type
magazine, 11.11 Showa date” (Nov. 1936), excellent un-numbered original grips, looks and
tungtigns nearnew. colleclorquality (G8R): .wmmmmmmmmmmsrmsmm $875

40-Z Japanese 8mm Nambu “Type 14” Early WW-I1 Auto Pistol 4 34" barrel with excellent bright
bore, 95% original blue with thinning on top of barrel, little or no straw color left, all matching
numbers except for excellent grooved Asian hardwood grips (matched to one another but not
the pistol) and correct style and type nickel plated aluminum bottom magazine, very nice looking
and excellent function, made in “14.4 Showa” (April 1939) collector quality (C&R) ........... $825

41-Z Llama .32 ACP “Model 1-A” Auto Pistol 3 34” barrel with excellent bright bore, 97%
original bright blue, fixed sights on vent rib, mint checkered brown plastic logo grips, excellent
function, made I TI70 {GER): ..ouemseismunmarssnasssnassossissisnsanss s assnsssssss sty o asasssarsanass snss $375

42-Z Luger 9mm Para “Model P-08” 1940 Dated “42” Code WW-II Auto Pistol 4” barrel with
mint bore, 97% original 1940 era blue with a purplish tinge on upper, fixed sights, all matching
numbers, excellent full checkered Walnut grips are un-numbered but Waffen stamped, full blue
body on magazine with un-numbered aluminum bottom marked “122” over “Waffen 37 eagle”
other than a few light scratches from going in an out of its holster this one is excellent overall,
comes in its original “WaA170” Waffen eagle marked hard shell holster with extra “122/eagle 37~
blued magazine showing a pinched in section at Waffen marking and added non original serial
number, no tool, good pull strap and classic buckle, (3) initials carved in top flap and one at rear
of body, a nice rig overall (C&R) .. ..$1895

43-Z Mann .25 ACP “Vest Pocket” Autu Plstul 1 5/8 barrel W|th exeellent bere 98% original
bright blue, fixed sights, mint smooth Walnut original grips, excellent function, made in Germany
in 1921, original magazine, “crown N” proofed, tiny little gun with super quality construction,
Calleptor R I EIRY o s s s S A o SRR $1295

44-Z Mauser .30 Mauser “Model C-96 / 1930” Broomhandle Auto Pistol 5 '4” barrel with
frosted bore with good rifling, 95% old refinish blue, factory tangent sight graduated to 100
meters, very good serrated Walnut grips are unmarked, lanyard ring at butt, excellent function,
recent import mark on right side of frame above grip, comes in a nice reproduction good fitting
shoulder stock/holster a very nice looking and functioning rig (C&R) .......c.ocoveeieiieeencn. $895

45-Z N.E.F. /Harrington & Richardson .22 LR “Model R-92” 9 Shot Swingout Cylinder Double
Action Revolver 4" barrel with mint bore, 99% original nickel finish, fixed sights, minty smooth
Walnut round butt grips with “NEF” medallions, super sturdy and looks unfired ................ $295

46-Z North American Arms .32 ACP “Guardian ACP” Model Auto Pistol 2 '2” barrel with mint
bore, all stainless construction, double action only, as new in original box with carry case and
paper, spare magazine .. s _— B2

47-Z Ruger .22 LR “0ld Model Smgle SI}(" Smgle Actlon Revolver 5 1/2 barrel wrth mlnt bore,
fixed sights, 99% original bright blue, very good smooth Walnut grips showing light use wear,
black eagle Ruger medallions, excellent function, made in 1971, with factory letter (C&R) ....$625

48-Z Ruger .357 Magnum “0ld Model Blackhawk” Single Action Revolver 6 2" barrel with
mint bore, 3 screw un-modified frame, 98% original bright blue, factory open sights with fully
adjustable rear, mint faux ivory white smooth (2) piece grips on “XR3 red” frame, manufactured
1972 shows little or no actual uSe (C&R) .....ccoemiieiieieeeeeeeeee e $585

49-Z Ruger .357 Magnum “0ld Model Blackhawk” Single Action Revolver 6 2" barrel with
mint bore, 99% original blue, factory sights with fully adjustable rear, mint smooth Walnut (2)
piece grips, as new in original box showing little or no use, “XR3” grips, “fat” trigger, “Inc” in
parrel address, collector quality, manufactured 1969 (G&R) ... $650

50-Z Ruger .357 Magnum / 9mm Para “Blackhawk” Convertible Single Action (3) Screw
Revolver 6 '2” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, factory adjustable sights, matching
serial number cylinders, mint dark Walnut, smooth (2) piece grips with silver medallions grips,
excellent function, made in 1971 with un-modified frame, as new in original yellow and black box
serial numbered to gun (box is a bit tattered) with spare cylinder and instruction sheet, collector
i L T T—————— $925

51-Z Ruger .357 Magnum “0ld Model Blackhawk” Single Action Revolver 6 2" barrel with mint
bore, 99%+ original blue, made in 1969 with unmodified frame, factory adjustable open sights,
mint dark smooth Walnut (2) piece grips with a clear added finish, “XR3-red” frame, comes in its
original yellow and black box, collector quality, exterior shipping box is also included with 1969
shipping date from Southport Conn. $1.15 USPS charge shipping to Silver Springs, MD., looks
and functions as NBW (C&R) .....oovioeiiiece ettt $685

52-Z Ruger .357 Magnum “Model GP 100” Stainless Double/Single Action Revolver 4 4"
barrel with mint bore, factory target style sights, mint finger groove wrap around Ruger logo
rubber grips, as new in original gray plastic case with serial numbered end label, all paper and
cable lock plus outer shipping box, shipped 2017 ......oooeiioeieeee e $695

93-Z Ruger .44 Magnum “Super Blackhawk 50" Anniversary” Boxed Single Action Revolver 7
%" barrel with mint bore and marked “50™ anniversary of the Super Blackhawk -2009” on top,
100% original high polish blue finish, un-fluted cylinder has factory gold rings front and back,
mint smooth Gocobolo (2) piece grips with black eagle medallions, comes in correct white 50"
anniversary box with matching end label, instruction manual and Ruger logo soft zipper pouch,
made in 2009 with total production of 1660, collector quality .......ccccoeevereeiiririiireriineee, $1300

54-Z Savage Arms .32 ACP “Model 1917” Auto Pistol 3 2" barrel with excellent bore, 99%
original blue, fixed sights, mint Savage logo checkered black hard rubber grips, excellent
function, looks near new, collector quality, comes with “Roe Clark” verification letter,
manufactured 1920 with notes from Savage pistol’s author (C&R) ........ccovvvevvvreieiiens $595

99-Z Smith & Wesson .22 LR “1953 .22/32 Kit Gun” (Pre Model 34) Double Action Revolver
4” pinned barrel with mint bore, blade 1/8” front and fully adjustable target style rear sights,
99% original bright blue, flat latch, 99% case color, checkered Walnut “magna” style grips with
diamond center, silver S&W medallions, round butt and matching number, made around 1953
and is in correct (2) piece reinforced corner box with end label in early style and matching
numbered bottom, box shows lots of storage wear, collector quality (C&R) ................... $1025

96-Z Smith & Wesson .32 S&W Long “Post War .32 Hand Ejector Model (Pre Model 30)
Revolver 2" pinned barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, (5) screw frame, all matching numbers
including mint checkered Walnut, diamond center, round butt grips with silver S&W medallions,
99% original blue and case colors, excellent function, one of the first hand ejectors, made after
WW-I1I and in minty condition, collector quality (C&R) ...cceevviveiieiiiecicee e $795

57-Z Smith & Wesson .32 S&W Long “Model 1903 Hammer Hand Ejector 5" Change” DA/
SA Revolver 3 %4” pinned barrel with very good+ bright bore, fixed sights, 98% poorly done
re-nickel finish, fixed sights, all matching numbers including mint checkered black hard rubber,
S&W logo round butt grips, works fine, 5 screw frame, made around 1912 (C&R) ............ $295

58-Z Smith & Wesson .32 S&W Long “Model 31-1” DA/SA Revolver 3” pinned barrel with
excellent bright bore, 97% original bright blue with a little light pitting on backstrap and one
small spot on left side of frame, 98% original case colors, flat opening latch, excellent magna
style checkered dark Walnut diamond center square butt grips with silver S&W medallions and
matching number, excellent function, made around 1967 (C&R) ... $595

59-Z Smith & Wesson .32 S&W Short “Safety Hammerless 2" Model” Top Break Revolver 3
%" ribbed barrel with very good+ bright bore, 98% original bright nickel and case color, fixed
sights, all matching numbers including scratch number, checkered black hard rubber logo round
butt grips, excellent looking but hand spring is broken manufactured 1903 (C&R) ............$295

60-Z Smith &Wesson 32/20 “Model 1905 4" Change Hand Ejector” DA/SA Revolver 6” pinned
barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 95% original period bright blue with a couple of patches of
flaked off blue on left side of frame and some pin prick flaking on sideplate, (5) screw frame, all
matching numbers including excellent checkered Walnut diamond center, non-medallion square
butt grips, 98% original bright case colors, excellent function, made around 1940 and is one of
the last 32/20 1905 hand ejectors, collector quality in near new condition overall (C&R) ...$1325

61-Z Smith & Wesson .38 Special “M&P Pre-Model 10” DA/SA Revolver 2” pinned barrel with
mint bore, (5) screw frame, 99% blue and case color, fixed sights, all matching including mint
“Magna” style checkered Walnut, diamond center grips, as new in original box with warranty
card, collector quality, manufactured 1949 (C&R) ..o, $1050

62-Z Smith & Wesson .38 Special “Model K-38 Combat Masterpiece” Double Action Revolver
4” pinned barrel with mint bore, (5) screw frame, 98% original period blue, 98% case color on
factory target hammer and standard grooved trigger, all matching numbers including excellent
“Magna” style checkered Walnut, diamond center, square butt grips, silver S&W medallion,
shows very light use and excellent function, made in 1951 (C&R) ......ccceovevevierccrveeeee... $795

63-Z Smith & Wesson .38 Special “Model 36” (Chiefs Special) Flat Latch Boxed Revolver
3” pined barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 99% original bright blue and case colors, mint
matching numbered, “Magna” style checkered Walnut diamond center, square butt grips with
silver S&W medallions, comes in matching numbered (2) piece early style “Bangor Punta” box
with instruction sheet and warranty card, collector quality (C&R) .....coovvvieiriecieiceee $795

64-Z Smith & Wesson .22 Winchester Magnum “Model 48-3” Double/Single Action Revolver 4”
pinned barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue and case color, ramp blade 1/8” front sight
and fully adjustable target style rear sights, minty checkered dark Walnut grips with matching
number and silver S&W medallions, discontinued in 1986, this one made in 1977, comes in
original (2) piece reinforced corner box with washed out end label that has been numbered over,
in “Bangor Punta” box of the era, excellent function and collector quality ..........................$1295

65-Z Stevens .22 Rimfire “Model No. 35 Offhand” Single Shot Tip Up Pistol 10” barrel with
fair pitted bore, 75% original nickel and 70% well faded blue, factory open sights, very good+
smooth:Walnut-grips. exCellem TUnClionIBBRY. ..cvu s $235

66-Z Taurus .44 Special “Model 441” Stainless Double Action Revolver 4” full underlug barrel
with excellent bore, white outline fully adjustable rear and red ramp front sights, all polished
stainless finish looks new, target trigger 5 shot cylinder, minty Pachmayr finger groove wrap
around rubber grips, nice quality, excellent funCtion ..........cccoveiiiiiiciciece e $465
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67-Z Thompson Center Arms .22 LR “Contender” Single Shot Pistol 10” heavy barrel with
mint bore, ramp blade front and fully adjustable target style rear sights, mint blued barrel with
roll engraved stainless receiver, firing pin selector on hammer, mint wrap around rubber finger
grooved grips with “TC” logo and matching forend, made around 2004 in Rochester, NH, as new
in original large white box with owners manual dated “9/94” and unused VHS video tape entitled
“Rekindle The Spirit” by T/C Arms, and small Allen screw adjustment tool, box shows damage
FO TIONL BRI OF IO ..iciseamarisiouss s dsnsissmsus s ssins s slonsioerss dnsis s o s s $695

68-Z Thompson Center .44 Remington Magnum “Contender” Single Shot Pistol 10” heavy
barrel with mint bore, 99 2% original all blue finish, ramp blade front and fully adjustable target
style rear sights, mint Walnut grips with rubber backstrap and plastic T/C logo grip pommel and
matching forend, manual external firing pin selector, as new in “Rochester, NH” box with 4/1/87
dated owners manual, box shows tape repairs and a little tattering but foam insert is excellent,
BIRIE D 1088 s i i e e e A e A A AT $795

69-Z Walther .22 LR “Model TPH” Pocket Double/Single Stainless Auto Pistol 2 2" barrel
with mint bore, fixed sights, concealed spur hammer, mint checkered black plastic Walther logo
grips, near new in factory hard plastic case with paperwork, Interarms marked slide, (1) finger
RSt Detiom: s ess Magazine: eXCelEnt MBI oo e $735

70-Z Walther .22 LR “Model TPH” Stainless Auto Pistol 2 34" barrel with mint bore, all stainless
construction shows little or no actual use, comes in its original black plastic case with (2)
magazines, (2) owner’'s manuals, and upper part of paperend label .............ccccoooeeie $785

71-Z Walther .380 ACP “Model PPK/S” Double Action/Single Action Pocket Auto Pistol 3 '4”
barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright blue, fixed (3) white dot sights, mint checkered black
plastic grips with Walther banner logo, Walther marked stainless .380 magazine, Interarms
marked slide, excellent function, one of the most dependable and accurate pocket auto pistols,
comes in factory case with paper and tool ... $695

72-Z Walther 9mm Para “Model P-38” CYQ Spreewerke Made WW-II Auto Pistol 5” barrel with
excellent bright bore, 97% original blue over usual rough machining, “"WaA 88" Waffen proofs
on parts, all matching numbers, excellent brown ribbed composition grips, excellent function,
comes in an original black pigskin pebble grain holster with no visible markings, (2) original full
blued magazines one with a tiny “eagle 88" mark on spine and one “JVD/Waffen eagle” on spine,
nice looking original WW-=11 rig (C&R) ....eoneieeeeeee e, $1895

73-Z Weiner 6.35mm (.25 ACP) “Little Tom” Auto Pistol 2 %" barrel with good but pitted bore,
fixed sights, 100% well faded original blue, excellent checkered black hard rubber grips with
“Little Tom” on left and "WF" stylized on right side, missing magazine, made in Austria, action is
sluggish but Still WOrKS (C&R) ... e $385

74-Z Yugoslavian 7.62 Tokarev “Model 57” TT-33 Style Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with excellent
bore, 97% original blue, fixed sights, mint “SFRS” (5) pointed star logo serrated black synthetic
grips, lanyard on left rear of grip and on matching numbered magazine, nice communist
Yugoslav crest on rear of slide, import marked on bottom of triggerguard, comes in importer
marked cardboard box, excellent function and looks near new (C&R) .......ccooeeeivrieiennnn $595

CENTERFIRE RIFLES

75-Z Bushmaster .223 / 5.56mm “Model XM-15E2S” Clip Feed Auto Carbine 16” barrel with
mint bore, 98%+ original matte blue finish, standard adjustable front sight, no rear sight but
factory Picatinny rail on receiver now mounts a “Tru-Glow” 4x32mm “Hunt-Tec” compact scope
with excellent optics and duplex reticule, short round ribbed forend, synthetic black pistol grip
buttstock, 20 round “Colt” marked magazine, forward bolt assist and black nylon sling, looks
and functions as new overall with Tru-Glow packaging with owners manual ..................... $890

76-Z Fabric De Arms 7mm Mauser “Model M1916” Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with good lightly
pitted bore, protected front inverted “V” sight, tangent rear sight graduated to 2000 meters,
unmarked receiver and barrel both show a plum patina, bayonet lug, barrel band with sling
swivel, floorplate and buttplate all show a blue to gray with scattered peppery pin prick pitting
1 T — $235

77-Z French 8mm Lebel “1886 M93/R35” Tube Feed Bolt Carbine 17 34" barrel with excellent
bright bore, 95% original correct gloss black paint finish with scratchy loss on receiver, carbine
ladder sight graduated to 1,000 meters, these carbines were made between 1935 and 1940
(this one is dated 1937) and issued to mounted “Colonial Mountain” troops in North Africa,
manufactured from “1886/93” Lebel parts and new 17 %" barrels most parts have mixed
numbers, very good+ straight grip stock with steel carbine buttplate, arsenal markings and name
“A.W. Keefer” neatly stamped in 3 shot tubular magazine with cutoff switch, excellent function,
comes with correct bayonet with blued steel scabbard and leather sling, only about 50,000 made
RGBT sy s somp oo s A R R B A RO R T RR $2675

78-Z Japanese / Nagoya 6.5mm Japanese “Type 38” Bolt Carbine 19” barrel with bright
excellent bore with scattered pitting, barrel band, bolt both serialized to rifle, ground mum,
no dust cover or cleaning rod, 90% arsenal blue finish with slight peppery pin prick pitting,
protected “V” front sight, folding rear leaf sight graduated to 2000 meters, knurled safety with
small notch indicator, two piece hardwood stock with handguard and finger grooves, cupped
buttplate, slingswinels: excellent IMNGHONADER] «owwnmimmmnammsmmmsmmsmsssmra s $385

79-Z Plainfield .30 Carbine “Model M-1” Clip Feed Auto Carbine 18” barrel with mint bore,
98%-+ original blue, military style adjustable rear and “wing” protected blade front sights, minty
hardwood pistol grip stock with military style cloth sling and oiler, perforated upper vent metal
handguard and sling swivels, as new overall with 5 shot magazine...........ccccceeevvveeeerenne.n $695

80-Z Remington .350 Remington Magnum “Model 700 Classic” Limited Edition Bolt Rifle 22”
barrel with mint bore, 99% original high polish blue, hooded ramp bead front and base for
open sliding aperture rear sights, missing aperture due to installation of a 3-10x40mm Cabela’s
“Alaskan guide” scope mounted using factory holes and 17 rings, sharp clear optics with duplex
reticule, minty Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, grip cap, logo solid rubber buttpad
and factory swivel “eyes”, made in 1985, looks new and comes in original box with end label and
1L O F: 1] T $975

81-Z Remington .35 Remington “Model 141 Gamemaster” Pump Rifle 24” barrel with mint
bore, 98% original blue, ramp bead front sight, Marbles folding open elevation adjustable
sporting open rear and correct Lyman folding peep sight mounted using factory holes, excellent
Walnut pistol grip stock with logo checkered aluminum buttplate, excellent function, made in
TAAE Y CE R o s s R e 3 A R R e $975

82-Z Springfield 30/06 “Model 1903” WW-I/WW-1I Rebuild Bolt Rifle 24" “SA/7-32” marked
barrel with excellent bright bore, 90% arsenal rebuild finish in the “Greek” style of refurbish,
Springfield Armory swept back bolt with electro pencil serial number but mismatch to rifle,
good+ straight grip Walnut stock with finger grooves, (2) bolts, barely visible “FJA™ and “P”
proofs, smooth blued steel trap buttplate with steel oiler still in butt, all milled parts and typical

“Greek” rebuild style markings (C&R) ... ..$875
83-Z Stevens / Savage 30/30 “Model 325 C” Clip Feed Bnlt Rlﬂe 21 barrel wrth m|nt bore,
98% original blue, factory open sights, excellent Walnut stained birch pistol grip stock with
“Remington” logo slightly oversize black plastic buttplate, excellent function, pre-1968
Ll L SR ——————— $345

84-Z U.S. Springfield Armory 30/06 “M1 Garand” Greek Issued Auto Rifle 24" “SA” barrel
dated “3/53” with a bright excellent bore showing light scattered pitting, 87% arsenal parkerized
finish showing sharp edge wear, gas cylinder shows a defined pewter patina, protected front
post sight with adjustable rear sight with T105 rear sight drums, two slot gas cylinder and cut
relief op rod both marked “SA”, along with the bolt and triggerguard showing correct “SA”
markings, Walnut stock rates good showing a crack on the right side below the receiver, shows a
chip at heel along with many dings and dents, bottom of pistol grip is marked “X" also the letters
“MA” were carved into the left side, forward handguard appears to be a beech replacement, rifle
comes with a certificate of Authenticity serialized to the rifle dated January 10, 2005 and issued
by the “CMP”, excellent function (C&R) ..o $1225

85-Z U.S. 30/06 “Model 1903 Rock Island” WW-I Bolt Rifle 24” SA/8-18 dated barrel with
excellent bright bore, 90% arsenal rebuild parkerized metal with blued bolt electro pencil
numbered to action, standard WW-| style blade front and ladder rear sights, very good straight
grip, (2) bolt finger groove stock with smooth steel trap buttplate, all milled parts, “P” marked
but no visible cartouche, excellent function but low number Rock Island and Springfield’s should
not be fired with high pressure loads, made in 1907 (C&R) ....cooceevvevciieriieeeeee e $985

86-Z U.S. 30/06 “Model 1903 Springfield Mark I” WW-I Bolt Rifle 24” SA/5-19 marked barrel
with good strong, bright but lightly pitted bore, 95% arsenal rebuild parkerized finish, “R”
marked bolt with swept back handle, no hatcher hole on receiver, slot cut on left for spent shell
ejection, receiver has original Pederson device, nice clear sharp markings on receiver, straight
grip stock with dual cross bolts, “SA” boxed cartouche with an “U” under, the remnants of “P”
firing proof, grasping finger grooves, a light coat of added varnish and a smooth steel “trap”
style buttplate, all milled parts and correct high number receiver (C&R) .....cccocvevvennnnnee. $1195

87-Z U.S. 30/06 “Model 1903A3 WW-II Bolt Rifle 24” “R.A./8-43” marked barrel with mint bore,
95% original blue and parkerized finish, all correct stamped sheet metal parts, bolt shows (2)
vibro engraved serial numbers but neither match the receiver, most parts are “R” marked bolt
appears to be “BF” marked, excellent straight grip (2) cross bolt stock with checkered steel
“trap” style buttplate, comes with original “CMP” certificate and manual, excellent function
L s e et e AR A e i A S $1025

88-Z U.S. Government 30/06 “Model 1903A3” WW-II Remington Made Bolt Rifle 24” (2) groove
barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% original nix of blue and dark gray Parkerizing, “R.A./flaming
bomb” marked “9-43” on barrel, all correct tamped sheet metal parts with “R” marking, bolt is
“R” marked, very good+ straight grip Walnut stock with marked “FJA” and “circle P” firing proofs,
all swivels and checkered “trap” style buttplate, excellent function and very nice looking with just
a little added finish on wood, (2) bolt non finger groove stock (C&R) ........ccccceeeevvenecee.... $1200

89-Z U.S. Government 30/06 Remington Made “Model 1903A3” WW-II Bolt Rifle 24" barrel
“‘RA/3-44" with mint (2) groove bore, 95% original parkerized finish, all stamped sheet metal
parts, “R” marked bolt and small parts, very good Walnut straight grip stock with “OGEK”
arsenal inspectors cartouche along with remnants of original “RAP” markings, “circle P” firing
proof plus “U.S.” marked on left side of butt, checkered steel “trap” style buttplate and all
swivels, excellent function (C&R) ..o e e $1175

90-Z U.S. Government 30/06 Remington Made “Model 1903A3” WW-II Bolt Rifle 24” barrel
“‘RA/8-44" marked with excellent (2) groove bore, 98% original arsenal parkerized finish,
excellent straight grip stock with (2) pin fastening, “0.G.” cartouche with clear un-circled “P”
firing proof, all correct sheet metal parts, checkered steel “trap” style buttplate and all swivels,
excellent function with “R” marked bolt and small parts (C&R) ........ceoveeivieeiciceee $1195

91-Z Universal .30 Carbine “M-1 Carbine” Look-alike Auto Rifle 18" barrel with mint bore,
99% original blue, military carbine style open sights, minty hardwood pistol grip stock with
perforated blued steel upper G.I. style sling and oiler, checkered steel buttplate, round bolt, 10
shot magazine, excellent fUNCHION .........ooeieieeeeee ettt e e $D9D

RIMFIRE RIFLES

92-Z BRNO .22 LR “Model 1” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23” barrel with excellent bore, 95% original
blue, hooded ramp blade front and 3 leaf open rear sight plus “BSA Contender” 4-16x40mm
scope on grooved receiver, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with sling swivels, black plastic
buttplate, leather sling and 5 shot magazine, excellent function, made in 1949 (C&R) .......$595

93-Z Browning .22 LR “Grade 1” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 19 %4” barrel with mint bore, 99%
original blue, factory open sights, mint dark Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, nicely
engraved receiver, manufactured 1982 by Miroku, super looker .. e e ..$695

94-Z J.C. Higgins (High Standard) .22 S, L, & LR “Model 31” Tuhe Feed Autn Rlﬂe 24 barrel
with mint bore, 99% original blue, factory sporting open sights and grooved receiver, mint
fancy Walnut pistol grip stock with finger grasping forend that extends over receiver, buttstock
contains retraceable red nylon sling in working condition and front “hook” on magazine tube
to fasten front of sling, mint J.C. Higgins logo serrated black plastic buttplate, “Sears best” .22
auto rifle and actually better than High Standard’s own “Sport King Deluxe” rifle of the 1960's era
(C&R) ... — ..$300

95-Z Klmher 22 LR “Mudel 82 Gnvernment” U S Marked Smgle Shut Bnlt Rlﬂe 25 heavy
barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, scope base drilled and tapped and plugged barrel with
universal base for front sight, excellent marksman style pistol grip Walnut stock with rubber
buttpad, excellent function, made in 1990’s, has a swift premier 4.5-14x44mm scope mounted
MG GFCONEEEN BITEN [OIRI L ooonsapasmnai st oA S R A R S s D
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96-Z Kodiak .22 Winchester Magnum “Model 260” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 22" barrel with
excellent bright bore, 95% original blue with only loss a few scratches on alloy receiver,
factory open sights (missing front hood and elevator for sporting open rear) plus a Bushnell
“Sportsview” 3-9x32mm scope with duplex crosshair reticule mounted using factory grooved
receiver, excellent figured Walnut pistol grip stock with some light field use nicks and dings,
black rubber buttplate, excellent function, made around 1964 (C&R) ........cccveeeeveeeecnn $695

97-Z Marlin .22 S, L, & LR “Model 39-D” Lever Rifle 20” barrel with very good bore, 95% faded
original blue, factory open sights, very good Walnut pistol grip stock with grip cap, “Marlin” logo
buttplate, cleaned wood with light coat of finish, missing its “bullseye” logo on lower edge of
hittstogk, excellent tunction, made 1971 (L&R) v $695

98-Z Marlin .22 S, L, & LR “Model 39A” Lever Rifle 24” barrel with mint bore, “JM” marked
barrel, factory open sights, missing front sight hood, full magazine, 99% original blue, gold
trigger, minty figured Walnut pistol grip stock with pistol grip cap, sling swivels and “Marlin”
logo checkered black plastic buttplate, looks and functions as new, collector quality ......... $725

99-Z Mauser .22 LR “Model ES340B” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 26 34" barrel with excellent bore,
factory open target style rear sight graduated to 200 meters, replaceable front ramp mounted
inverted “V” sight, Mauser banner marked grooved receiver, “crown B & U” proofs marked
“DRP.DRGM” on barrel, minty pistol grip stock with sling swivels, “Mauser” logo on smooth
steel buttplate, 97% original blue with a little peppery spotting, grooved receiver has a Weaver
J2.5 scope mounted using a Weaver “tip off” base, upper part of bolt has been professionally
ground to clear scope, all matching numbers, super trigger pull and great condition overall
RO B ccinnsssvsestssmes s s R G A AN SR R AR $1075

100-Z Mossherg .22 LR “Model 353” Clip Feed Auto Carbine 18" barrel with mint bore, front
raised ramp sight, rear open field sight, grooved receiver with mounted Weaver B6 scope
attached, scope has plain crosshairs, clean clear optics, 98% original blue, front sling swivel
is barrel mounted, rear Q.D. sling stud in toeline, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with left
side cheekpiece, black plastic triggerguard and buttplate, comes with one magazine, excellent
function, ManUTACTUIEd 1972-1985 ... oo et $185

101-Z Remington .22 S, L & LR “Model 511” Scoremaster Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25" barrel
with mint bore, factory open sporting sights, 98% original blue, logo marked 5 shot magazine,
excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with checkered black plastic logo buttplate, made in 1952 and
shows little actual USE (C&R) .....eueiieeeeeeeeee e $230

102-Z Remington .22 S, L & LR “Model 512” Sportmaster Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 25" barrel
with excellent bright bore, factory sporting open sights, 97% original blue just starting to take
on a brown tinge, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with excellent checkered black plastic logo
buttplate, made in 1946 and shows little actual use (C&R) ......ccovveviiiiiiiiiiici $245

103-Z Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 12” Parts Pump Rifle 22” barrel with very good bright
bore, 95% original blue on barrel, receiver and trigger group, no sights, bolt, internal parts,
pump parts or small screws, takedown screw is present holding lower trigger housing, receiver
has ashort Weaver scope rail installed (GER) wiuwsimmmsimmnarmnavmmmig $70

104-Z Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 12” Parts Pump Rifle 22” barrel with fair pitted bore,
95% of a good quality blue on barrel and drilled and tapped receiver, no sights, bolt, internal
parts or wood, has outer magazine tube and takedown screw with trigger housing (C&R) ..$45

105-Z Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 12” Parts Pump Rifle 22” barrel with fair pitted bore,
50% of a good quality blue on barrel and drilled and tapped receiver, no sights, bolt, internal
parts, wood or magazine assembly takedown screw with trigger housing (C&R) ................. $35

106-Z Remington.22S, L, & LR “Model 12” Parts Pump Rifle 22" barrel with good bright bore,
no sights, bolt, internal parts or wood, metal is all gray with light pitting, has takedown screw
and lower trigger housing, no small parts or Screws (C&R) ....ccoooveriiiiiii e $35

107-Z Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 12-A” Paris Pump Rifle 22” barrel with fair pitted bore,
all metal parts are gray with some light pitting, missing its bolt, rear sight, magazine tube insert
and buttstock, receiver, trigger housing group and pump handle are still present and useable
L $35

108-Z Savage .22 LR “Sporter” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23 '4” barrel with excellent bright bore, 98%
original blue, factory open sights plus drilled, tapped and plugged for Savage receiver sight,
excellent lightly figured dark Walnut pistol grip stock with “Savage Quality” logo smooth steel
buttplate, 5 shot factory magazine, collector quality (C&R) .....oovoeeeeiieeeeeeee e $325

109-Z Savage .22 LR “Model 19 NRA” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25" barrel with mint bore, 98%+
original bright blue, bead front and Savage aperture rear sight, minty military style finger
groove Walnut pistol grip stock with 1 '4” sling swivels, single barrel band and “Savage Quality”
logo serrated steel buttplate, original 5 shot magazine, pre 1968 manufacture, as new overall
1T R N N U AL S U Y S AL S oo $495

110-Z Savage .22 LR “Sporter 23AA” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23 '4” barrel with mint bore, 98%
original blue, “Globe” style replaceable insert front sight and Redfield target style receiver sight
plus drilled, tapped and plugged for Savage style peep sight and side mount (no scope or Savage
sight), excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, sling swivels and “SVG” logo
serrated steel buttplate, speedlock action, excellent function, collector quality (C&R) ........ $475

111-Z Westernfield / Mossherg 30/30 “Model M72 / 472” Lever Carbine 20” barrel with mint
bore, 98% original blue with light blue to gray on barrel and magazine tube, smooth Walnut
pistol grip stock and forend, stock has white line spacer at black plastic grip cap and rubber
buttpad, receiver drilled and tapped for scope base, carbine features a safety lever located on the
left side, excellent function, manufactured 1972-1979 ..o, $495

112-Z Winchester .22 LR “Model 74” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 98%
original blue, factory open sights, minty dark Walnut pistol grip stock, excellent function, made
K 1900 {EBRY . civcnusecnsmmunmnnimmesmosssmnsnsomonsnintesnsssnssmsssssnsssmeessie s s s s $275

113-Z Winchester .22 LR “Model 74” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, 98%
original blue, blue is starting to fade, factory open sights, minty dark Walnut pistol grip stock,
pcellent funetion,: madein 1941 [CBR) sinsimsnmmimsvmsmimmmarmmm s o missss $275

114-Z Winchester .22 LR “Model 77” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 99%
original blue, factory open sights, early style bolt hold open button, minty dark Walnut pistol grip
stock with logo plastic buttplate, excellent function, made around 1957, these early 77°s don’t
usually have a serial number but this one has a factory applied number on barrel probably for
export purposes, collector quality (C&R) .....oeveveeee e $335

115-Z Winchester .22 LR “Model 77” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 98%
original blue, factory open sights, 10 shot clip, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with logo
buttplate, lat of the good Winchester .22 auto rifles collector quality (C&R) ....................... $345

116-Z Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 69 (Early Target Model) Clip Fed Bolt Rifle 25” barrel
with excellent bright bore, 97% original blue with triggerguard/floorplate going a gray brown,
factory hooded ramp bead front and “Dockendorfer” style target style peep rear sights, (no
barrel dovetail) cock on closing bolt, original 5 shot Winchester marked magazine, very good
Walnut pistol grip stock checkered black hard rubber early style buttplate, whole gun shows
mostly storage wear, excellent function (C&R) ................... — ..$365

117-Z Winchester .22 LR “Model 75 Sporter” Cllp Feed Balt Rlﬂe 24 tapered barrel W|th mint
bore, hooded ramp bead front sight, rear barrel sight has been removed and replaced with a
dovetail blank, receiver mounted scope blocks for mounting grooved receiver rings have been
installed, Winchester proof marks are offset on barrel and receiver and was probably intended
for scope blocks as the rear of the barrel has 2 dilled tapped and plugged holes meant to be
used with now occupied holes in receiver, receiver mounted Lyman 57E aperture rear target
sight using factory holes, 98% original blue with “Sporting” marked triggerguard and factory
serrated steel buttplate showing mostly gray, select checkered figured Walnut pistol grip stock
with factory hard rubber logo grip cap and sling swivels, comes with one 10 round original
Winchester marked detachable magazine, stock shows some light scattered dings and dents,
manufactured 1947 (C&R) ... ..$1195

118-Z Winchester .22 S, L & LR “Mndel 57" Smgte Shnt Bult Rn‘le 27 barrel W|th excellent
bore, 90% original blue with light graying and pitting about 10" back from muzzle, “King”
adjustable open rear and factory bead front sights, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with
finger groove forend and mint hard rubber logo buttplate (C&R) .....coovvveveeeeeceieee . $175

119-Z Winchester .22 S, L, & XL “Model 99” Thumb Trigger Single Shot Bolt Rifle 18”
barrel with fair bore, 90% original blue with areas fading to brown, original dovetail sights,
professionally refinished gumwaed straight stock with Winchester black hard rubber buttplate,
manufactured 1904-1923 (C&R) ... ...$650

SHOTGUNS

120-Z Browning 12 Gauge “Model A-5 Light Twelve” Auto Shotgun 28" vent rib barrel with 2
%" chamber, fixed modified choke and excellent bore, 96% original bright blue with most loss
at carry point on belly of receiver, nice factory engraving, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock
with cut checkering and logo buttplate, excellent function, Belgian made in 1973 (C&R) ...$975

121-Z Ithaca 16 Gauge “Grade No.1 NID” Side by Side Shotgun 28” barrel with 2 %" chambers,
raised solid rib, full and modified chokes and mirror bright bores, 98% original blue on barrels,
80% case color on engraved receiver with most loss on belly due to hand carry, double triggers,
extractors, excellent dark Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, grip cap and expertly
installed solid red rubber buttpad, excellent functioning cocking indicators, raised rib has a
single blued screw added about 2” from chamber end, super looker showing only light field use,
made in 1926 (C&R) .. : ..$1295

122-Z J.C. Higgins (ngh Standard) 12 Gauge “Medel 20” Pump Shutgun 27’ vent rlb barrel
with mint bore, 2 34" chamber and factory installed “Power Pac” mid range compensator
replaceable tube choke device, 97% original blue, very good Walnut pistol grip stock with grip
cap, factory vent rubber recoil pad, silver inlaid shield at toe line and serrated pump handle, cut-
off switch on receiver, finish on stock is poor, excellent function (C&R) ......cccccvvvvvrennene... $225

123-Z L.C. Smith 12 Gauge “Model 2E” Side Lock Side by Side Shotgun 30” raised rib barrels,
with 2 34’ chambers, improved modified and full fixed chokes and excellent bright bores, rear of
rib is marked “Hunter Arms Co. Fulton, NY” and there is a tiny plug screw about 6” down from
breech end, 98% original blue, excellent bright steel with traces of case color on game scene
fine scroll engraved sidelocks with “L.C. Smith” on both sides, double triggers, auto ejectors,
excellent figured Walnut straight grip stock with fine cut checkering, splinter style forend, stock
has 15” L.0.P. with professionally added old “white line” vent recoil pad, shows a couple cracks
behind sidelocks that aren’t going any where, excellent function, made in 1905, super looker
e ) O G U U S U S — $1295

124-Z Marlin 12 Gauge “Model 55” Clip Feed Bolt Shotgun 28” plain barrel with excellent bright
bore, 2 34’ chamber and fixed improved cylinder choke, 97% original blue, bead front and added
peep sight at rear, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with added swivel “eyes”, factory vent
rubber recoil pad and (2) shot original magazine, excellent function undoubtedly some ones
favorite deer slug gun . . ..$150

125-Z Parker Brothers 12 Gauge “Trnlan Grade“ Slde hv Slde Shatgun 26 ralsed concave rib
barrels with excellent bright bores, 2 34" chambers and fixed cylinder and improved cylinder
chokes (barrels probably cut from 28”), 96% original barrel blue with a little spotty graying on
undersides, receiver is a smooth un-pitted mottled blue/gray with touch of case color, double
triggers, extractors, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, splinter style forend
and a very professional refinish buttplate is a plain serrated black hard rubber, excellent function,
made in 1927 (C&R) .. . $650

126-Z Remington 12 Gauge “Spurtsman (Mudel 11)“ Autu Shutgun 28 plaln barrel W|th mint
bore, 2 %" chamber and fixed modified choke, 98% original blue, nicely roll engraved game
scene receiver, minty dark figured Walnut pistol grip stock with logo serrated hard rubber
buttplate, excellent function showing little or no actual use, made in 1937 (C&R) .............. $595

127-Z Remington 12 Gauge “Model 870 Super Mag” Slide Action Shotgun 28" vent rib barrel
with mint bore, 3 %" chamber, stainless steel knurled “Carlsons” modified choke screw in tube
for steel, copper or lead shot, 99% original matte black finish, minty checkered Walnut pistol
grip stock with solid black rubber logo recoil pad, excellent function, has a slip on shell carrier
i buttsingk: shows it arniaetial I8 wosusmrsasnrssrssrsursnrs s $485

128-Z Smith & Wesson 12 Gauge “Elite Gold Grade 1” Side by Side Shotgun 26” raised rib (2)
bead barrels with mint bores, 3” chambers and fixed cylinder and improved cylinder chokes,
99 %% original high gloss blue and bright case colors on lightly engraved scalloped boxlock
receiver, single non-selective trigger, auto ejectors and straight grip checkered Turkish Walnut
stock with nicely figured fiddle back grain and checkered butt, splinter style lever release forend
with same fine cut checkering as wrist, looks and functions as new weighs 6 Ibs 30z with 14 34"
L.0.P., as new in original box with all paper, made in 2007 ........ccoocveeeerieiieece e $1975

129-Z Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 12 Heavy Duck” Pump Shotgun 30” plain barrel with 3”
chamber, fixed full choke and minty bright bore, 99% original bright blue, minty Walnut pistol
grip stock with a stylized “A” branded in right butt cheek, correct solid red rubber buttpad giving
the correct 13 5/8” L.0.P., buttpad shows a bit of deformation from standing for the last 68
years, excellent function and looks near new, the equal of or better than most high end hunting
shotguns:of today, made:in 1956 (C&R) cvimemmmmnemmsimmmamnnmsmismsed 129D




REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle ® Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC ¢ 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE GUN
SEMIAUTO

Russian mainstay

of WWII and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(3) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

Call us about California complient models of this gun.

s 4

Cleaning kit and sling

W $4995.00

included

GZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH

TORCH CUT Cal.7.62x54R
RECENERASPERBATF g Y

T

Belts included

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

= b
| l"(

$1995.00

.,4——[-

-y

308 1919 A4

Semi Automatic Belt Loaders
Available at

 U.S. Gl Parts $369

¢ Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
¢ Metal links and manual included
* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

Exact copy of U.S.
1919A4 LMG

BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$369.00

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.

* Google for more info.
* A few available.

$2995.00

Plus shipping

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP (7.65mm)

aval

e Hard case

¢ (2) 20rd magazine

¢ Owners manual

e Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00
Semi-auto receivers $395.00

Extra 20rd mags
lable for $30.00

M79 GRENADE LAUNGHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500
Complete $3,000

40mm

Complete guns -
$7,900 !

M240B LMG SEMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories
* Tripods available

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZINES
For the SWD M-11 OMM SMG

* 60 rounders $99.00

* Over 18,000 sold-Supplies running low

¢ Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

szg -00 30 Rounders j | )| l

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG StMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

'F _ + Tripods and
| scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections, Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!

s

=4 WEBSITE: www.ReconOrd.com e=s

m

FULL TIME CLASS Ill DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975
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RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

WANTED!

ALL TYPES OF LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

Estate and Machine Gun Appraisals!

Before selling your guns, please call me and make
sure you are getting the most for them!
Consistently providing Excellend and Discreet Service
& fairly priced high quality machine guns since 1985!

Attorney available for trust or estate matters.

** WE PAY UP FRONT **

100% of the agreed price before you ship your guns!
You will never have to wait until I sell your guns in
order to be paid!

100% risk, worry & hassle free transactions!
Avoid the uncertainty of consignment or brokering.
Specializing in investment grade transferable
machineguns.

Specialist in law enforcement purchases
and cashless trades!

OVERNIGHT FUNDING!
| pay the ATF tax & do all the

WWW.Sllli[]llIlS.COIIl paperwork! | provide shipping

RECOMMENDED supplies, heavy duty container
N DEALERS LIST & pay S&H!

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

ELECTED TO
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ANtic juc American hirearms

# P.O.Box 71035-GD
4 Des Moines, lowa 50325
. Telephone: 515-224-6552

FULL COLOR
MAIL ORDER CATALOGS OF
FINE ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers
From The Time Period 1848 to 1898. Colt, Remington,
Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert And Many Others.

Each Item Is Described In Accurate Detail.

Large 40 to 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class

Mail Every 6 to 12 Months. Many Items Are Pictured.
A Subscription To 5 Issues Is $40 In The US Only.

More than
40 Years of
Experience
in German
Militaria!

! s

N
g - &

Wittmann
Antique Militaria

Offering Collectors the World’s
Foremost Inventory of Fine

German Imperial &
WWII Third Reich Militaria

International Reputation for
AUTHENTICITY & HONESTY

“42 Years of Antique Firearms Catalogs”™

WAYNE
DRISKILL

MINIATURE FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Thomas T. Wittmann
PO Box 350 ~ Moorestown, NJ 08057-0350
Phone: (856) 866-8733 or (856) 231-0323
Fax: (856) 235-4954
E-mail: Twittm350 @ aol.com

www.wwiidaggers.com

ALSO BUYING GERMAN DAGGERS, SWORDS,
BAYONETS, MINIATURES. e

" ==

Dealing in fine hand crafted,
museum quality miniature firearms.
Sales, buying, consignments, appraisals.

é

PO. Box 2829, Pearland, T X 77588
Office: (281) 485-1830
Cell: (281) 468-7103
Email: wdriskill@hotmail.com

www.waynedriskillminiatures.com
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25% INVENTORY
REDUCTION SALE!
CONTACT USTODAY!

M1 CARBINE PARTS

Download Our FREE Catalog!!
www.bestcarbineparts.com

Carbine Barrels
Stock Pouches
Slings & Early Oilers
Stocks & Handguards

Type I Early Flip Sights
*Type I, I Dog Leg Hammers
*Flat & Round Bolts: $95.00 & Up
*Front Bands Type I, II & I11
*Front & Rear Sights
*Swivels (All Mfgs.): $18.00 & Up
*Mag. Rel. Type I, I1 & I11: $32.00 & Up
*M1A1 Recoil Plate Covers: $65.00
*M1A1 Butt Plate Springs: $10.00
*M1A1 Coil Springs (Pistol Grip): $10.00
*Type I Band Screws: $7.50

*** Celebrating 30+ Years™™*

L&S SUPPLY, INC.

22211 Lofton Ave. N
Scandia, MN 55073

E-Mail: Issupply@spacestar.net

Or call: (651)773-9972
15 DAY 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

GUNDIGEST.COM




WEATHERBY FACTORY
AMMUNITISI'JRILIE-\ND BRASS

224 WBY 55 GR HSP

240 WBY 100 GR HIL
257 WBY 100 GR HIL
6.5 RPM WBY 140 GR HIL

6.5-300 WBY 140 GR HIL
270 WBY 130 GR HIL
7mm WBY 154 GR HILH

300 WBY 180 GR HIL
338 RPM WBY 225 GR HIL

340 WBY 225 GR HSP
375 WBY 300 GR NP

30-378 WBY 180 GR HIL

338-378 WBY 225 GR BTTSX

378 WBY 300 GR HRN
416 WBY 400 GR HRN

Modern day Riflestocks, at Old fashion Prices

Semi Custom Stocks -- Rifle-Stocks.com
SALE! NEWINTRODUCTORY OFFER!

Brown/Brown, Camo, or Black/Grey Laminate Only $129

WOLVERINE STYLE

Short Varmint Forearm Grip Finger Grooves'
FREE Rosewood Tip & Cap

WOLVERINE THUMBHOL
Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves $139
& Short 2-1/4” Varmint Forearm & up
Avallable in Claro/Black Walnut, Enghsh Maple, or Laminated

Stocks for over 100 bolt actions
anning over 100 years!

S

@ $150.00

@ $150.00
@ $180.00

460 WBY 500 GR HFMJ @ $180.00

ONCE FIRED BRASS 224, 240, 257, 6.5 RPM,

6.5-300, 270, 7mm, 300, 338 RPM,340 @535.00

30-378,338-378,378 & 460
NEW UNPRIMED BRASS 224,

TAC-DRIVER SILHOUETTE STYLE
Palm Swell, Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves

Varmint Forearm Grip & 3/8” Vents

Brown or Black Laminate Only $149 Other Colors Available!
Stocks are unfinished & ready for sanding- 96% & 99% inlets

Left Hand, 2 1/4” Varmint, or Thumbhole’s--Add $17
100% Money Back Guarantee!
Order Now: S&H $17.50, Add $3 each addit. Visa, MC, COD($11)

240, 257, 6.5 RPM, 6.5-300, 270, 7mm, Economy, No Discount $69 |Grade A Fancy $150
300, 338 RPM & 340 Standard Grade $95 |Grade AA Fancy $199
375, 30-378,338-378, 378, Select Grade $107 |Grade AAA Extra Fancy $279
416 & 460 @ $120.00 Semi-Fancy - NOW $119 $129 [Exhibition - 100% Figure  $379

Free Shipping

RICHARDS MICROFIT STOCKS, Inc.

Call Now! 1-800-895-7420 Rifle-Stocks.com
PO Box 1066, SUN VALLEY, CA 91352

Minimum Order of 5 boxes
No Sales Tax

CALL JACK @ 706-462-2034

SimpsenLtd =l

FIREARMS fof COLLECTORS :%:. s S

s “ss s c s us
Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 gq “"eass’ sess. s
a8 80 s i

Over 20,000 antique and modern guns ininventory!

Www.SIMPSONLID.com

GUNDIGEST.COM
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" GUN GOLLEGTIONS WANTED! !

(any size)

Pre-64 Winchesters ¢ American Doubles ¢ Collectable Remingtons
e Sakos ® Weatherhys ¢ Colts * Smith & Wesson

Will pay a PREMIUM for Collector Quality Guns.
50 Years in gun business. TRY ME BEFORE YOU SELL!

RANDY S. SHUMAN

P.0. Box 177, 321 Steelstown Road, Newville, PA 17241
Phone: 717-776-7861 FAX: 717-776-7034
Email: shumanguns@hotmail.com

‘WRIST WATCHES

BUY ¢& SELL NEW OR USED
Rolex, Omega, Patek Philippe, Cartier, Panerai & Others

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE ROLEX

PO Box 471, Dublin, OH 43017
614-371-7111 ¢ e-mail: billewmw2.com

P.O. Box 932
Hilliard, Ohic 43026-0932 + U.S.A.
Phone (614) 777-078S - Fax (614) 777-0796
E-Mail drachwal4u@aol.com

www.HANDGUNSorTHEWORLD.com

OLD, RARE AND UNUSUAL
CLASSIC - ANTIQUE - MILITARY - BUY - SELL - TRADE

TRADER KEITH RIFLE STRAP
$75 Call Now 800-338-3146

FUIL
MO0
CLIPS

Ranch Products makes Full Moon Clips for
all of the popular revolvers for 45 years.

RANCHPRODUCTS.com

P.O. Box 145 Malinta, Ohio 43535
stevenacrawford@msn.com

www.traderkeith.com
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CTK PRECISION

E5861 Herzberg Road
i Wl 54950

COLLECTOR
FIREARMS
CATALOG

Win., Colt, Rem., Marlin,
Sav. & Dbls.
$10.00 U.S.

1 FREE SAMPLE

LARRY’S GUN ROOM

105 N. 8th Street, Beresford, SD 57004
605-763-5090

The Complete
Guide to

GUNS PAST
& PRESENT

lhc llluslratod i > ,,p
History of -

F1 irearins

the \I'\\I

Product No. R8090

oo il o il

GunDlgestStore com
11920.471.4522

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The World’s Largest Knife Show Series

/i Ft. Worth, TX | Mar 7-8, 2025

ATLANTA

Atlanta, GA | Jun 6-8, 2025

WEST

SLC,UT | Oct 10-11, 2025
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ECONOMICAL INERTIA //ELWOOD SHELTON
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ECONOMICAL.
INERTI

Spandau brings the
rough-and-tumble
Inertia action
to the masses.
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hances are, no matter your geographic point,
you live hours—if not minutes—from a spit
of land where you can call in or flush out
one of the nations multitudes of avian game.
Even better news: As far as hunting goes, wingshooting
is one of the more affordable options on the table.

Certainly, you can pay a mint and take the Cadillac
route to knock pintails out of the sky. But you neednt.
Over the past couple of decades, the price of decent
shotguns has dropped to where theyre only slightly
more than a good pair of boots or waders. Buyer be-
ware: There are lemons in this class of gun. But with a
little research, there are also gems.
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ECONOMICAL INERTIA //ELWOOD SHELTON
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Overall, the Spandau S2 APX is a solid package
for the price point, offering up a 3-inch chambered
12-gauge with a reliable inertia operation.

SPECIFI-
CATIONS

GAUGE: 12-gauge
AMBER: 3 inches
L ENGTH: 28 inches
STOCK: Polymer

FF /R VER ' Hydro-dip
Realtree APX (also avallable in Realtree
MAX-7, Mossy Oak Obsession, Mossy Oak
Bottomland, Realtree MAX-7); Black

ITY: 3+1
ITS: Fiber-optic front
Y/CUT: Drilled and tapped
WEIGHT: 6 pounds, 14 ounces

CHOK -: Benelli/Mobil (cylinder,
modlfled ext ported modified, full)

MSRP: $557

A large cylindrical charging handle
to get the scatteris just the ticketin
the field, getting the gun into action
without any second thoughts.

A metallic red follower
lets you confirm if the
magazine is empty
without any

doubts.

Z0| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |[SEPTEMBER 2025

This leads me to the Spandau S2.

With a predilection for downing Cana-
da honkers, I was immediately interested
in the semi-auto the moment I laid eyes
on it at the 2025 SHOT Show. A semi-auto
for less than many pumps? Has the floor
fallen out of the market? Or, was this po-
tentially a pretty face ... without much to
back it up?

Well north of 500 shells and a mountain
of broken blue rock later, I'm pleased to
say the budget blaster left a lasting im-
pression.

INERTIA IMPETUS

The S2 is the first semi-auto from the new-
ish brand Spandau Arms—imported by
SDS Arms out of Knoxville, Tennessee.
Mainly focusing on budget- to mid-tier
over/unders before the S2, the Turkish-

The S2’s controls are oversized—such as the safety—making

them easy to find and operate, even with gloves.

Al
v
o P N&
‘k‘sf\b{ u'(.. ‘_m R

made guns have developed a solid reputa-
tion for affordable quality.

With an MSRP of $400 to $557 de-
pending on the model, the 3-inch cham-
bered 12-gauge semi has the honor of
being the most affordable shotgun in the
brands catalog. The asking price—likely
$100 or so less at your local outdoor retail
warehouse—also gives it the distinction
of being among the most affordable shot-
guns, period.

The S2—like much of the recent
hunting-focused semi-auto market—is
inertia driven. I, like many hunters, pre-
fer chasing game—not cleaning guns or
mollycoddling their idiosyncrasies. Since
the system isnt as finicky as gas-driven
semis—and has earned a reputation for
running in any condition with any load—
inertia actions have become a hunting-

season favorite. Early muggy-season doves
to late snowbound Canada geese, low
brass to high, these guns just chugalong,

IN FULLCONTROL

Bird guns are a mature concept. In turn,
improving the design is a marginal pro-
cess. Yet for what qualifies as a budget
shotgun, Spandau paid attention to the
$2s minutiae to produce a gun punching
well above its monetary weight.

Given the gun seems tilted to water-
fowlers and turkey hunters, the attention
to the controls is especially appreciated.
Everything here is enlarged and easy to
find, from the large triangular cross-bolt
safety to the prominent bolt release at the

GUNDIGEST.COM
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front of the receiver. The latter is also in

line with the fore, making it quick to get
the ofthand in shooting position.

Spandau even tweaks the loading gate,
enlarging the port and shortening the
lifter. This was one of my favorite aspects
of the gun. It loads fast, instinctively and
sans a thumb bite.

Finally, the oversized, knurled charging
handle is a nice touch. Cylindrical and
easy to find, I was able to run the S2 as
quickly as a tactical gun, charging over or
under the receiver at an elevated pace.

STOCK STOCK

I'm a sucker for walnut on a shotgun,

but the S2s stock is the norm for todays
rough-and-tumble field guns. In short, its
polymer. While the hollow knock of injec-
tion-molded plastic doesnt exactly set my
heart soaring, its well-formed, adjustable
and adds to the guns light construction.

Spandau uses a shim system in the
buttstock to allow the shooter to adjust the
drop and cant with the shims, if so desired.
[ didnt, but the option is there for you.

The forend is reminiscent of a certain
[talian manufacturers semi-auto smooth-
bores, with a full belly tapering to slightly
more than the barrels width up top. I like
this design. It forms to the oft-hand better
and—to my mind—gives more control on
a swing.

As for the fore and grip texture, its
not aggressive, which worried me. I like
checkering with some bite—even it it’s
uncomfortable by day’s end—because
the pain is worth a guaranteed purchase.
Thankfully, the gun didn't have to sink its
teeth into me, as the texture proved ad-
equate, even with moisture on the stock.

IN SIGHT

Like many, [ was raised on a brass bead on
shotguns, and it feels like coming home
with one on the rib. But as age and pres-
byopia have caught up with me, the S2s
fiber-optic front bead—backed up with

a brass mid-rib bead—was a godsend.
Bright in daylight and bright enough in
flat light, it was simple to find quickly

GUNDIGEST.COM

upon shouldering the gun.

ACCOUTREMENTS

As light on the pocketbook as the S2 is,
Spandau added a couple of extras gener-
ally not expected at this price point.

The stock and magazine nut have sling
attachment points. The shell follower is a
vivid red, evident when the magazine is
cleared. The receiver is drilled and tapped,
making the addition of optics mounts a
simple matter of tightening screws. And

Spandau offers the Realtree camo patterns
MAX-7 Camo or APX, in addition to its
base-model black. For the record, mine
was in APX.

Rounding out the package is a set of
removable chokes, fourinall ... including
a ported modified. Given some of its other
[talian design features, its no surprise the
S2 is compatible with Benelli chokes.

LET THE CLAY PIGEONS FLY
After several range sessions with the S2,

DIVISION 77

PROJECT 1

Division 77 is a revolutionary gun series that gives our R&D division the freedom to push
design boundaries while honoring the standards Bill Wilson pioneered with 1911 design
in 1977. The Project 1 marks the beginning of many more pistols in the series to come.

QUICK SPECS:

« Caliber: 9mm

« Magazine Capacity: 18 rounds
« Barrel Length: 5”

* Weight (Empty): 33.8 ounces

New Optic Pin System:

Easily switch between
RMR, RMSC, and
DeltaPoint Pro optics.

Scan for More

LESS RECOIL*

o/
42% ‘,

*42% reduced recoil compared to
standard X9 (DRAS Data)

INTEGRATED COMP BARREL & PORTED SLIDE

INTEGRATED MAGWELL

Reload faster with a precision-machined mag base
and integrated magwell for smooth, reliable performance.

DIVISION 77 | WILSONCOMBAT.COM
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ECONOMICAL INERTIA //ELWOOD SHELTON

[ came away impressed. What Spandau
offers here would cost a small fortune
in tonier neighborhoods.

Out of the box, the gun fit me excel-
lently—I could close my eyes, bring the
oun to my shoulder and the bead was
right in line. It functioned tlawlessly
from the get-go, and it was a blast to
shoot. My general take after dusting
many clays: Its an out-and-out shooter,
and a pleasant one at that.

What surprised me most shouldering
the S2 was how light the gun was, even
for the typically wispy inertia class.
From the specs, the gun weighs 6.7

Perhaps no other firearm runs the range of pricing
like the shotgun. At the top end, the best guns
can and do cost as much as a common American
starter home. At the other end, they’re a step
above free. What we're concerned about here

are the inexpensive smoothbores—but not just
any blue-light special that hits your local gun
store’s rack. These guns are proven shooters and
game-getters, as versatile as they are affordable,
and each and every one boasting an MSRP of less
than $500. Some of these scatterguns might not
win beauty contests and could draw barbs from
snobbish hunting buddies. Guess what? Neither
of those factors will matter once you fill your

bag, which each of these shotguns is more than
capable of accomplishing.

pounds—and I wont dispute it. Its slight

mass makes it thump a bit more—cer-
tainly more recoil than a gas gun—but
not enough to make me hesitant.

The S2's balance is slightly rear-
biased—a trait that’s likely common
among inertia-driven semi-autos,
though I've never studied it formally.
Despite that, the gun didn't feel whippy
and was easily controlled. In fact, I'd
argue it made the S2 feel a bit nimbler
when swinging on doubles.

PARTING SHOT
Looking to flex on your gear-snob bud-

01

Of all over/unders, the Acrius has one of the most ap-
proachable price points. And for a field-ready option, the
Turkish-made Pointer delivers while adding a touch of
refinement. The gun’s fit and finish punch well above its
price tag, and the fact that it’s available with a smatter-
ing of laser-etched engraving makes the scattergun quite
appealing. So do the chambering options the brand of-
fers, including 12, 20, 28 and .410. However, you'll have to
settle for a 28-inch barrel—which isn’t a bad thing, since
it's an optimal length for 12-gauges. Pointer adds some
nice touches to the gun beyond aesthetics, including a
fiber-optic bead and a relatively good trigger. That said,
the drop at the comb doesn’t get your eye on the bead as
cleanly as I'd like—though that could be personal. Also,
the checkering is there but not very aggressive. | prefer
something that bites into the palm, though that’s not ev-
eryone’s preference. All that said, the Acrius has the stuff
to last. Unlike many O/Us at this price point, the receiver is
steel, which gives it better footing in the long run.

MSRP: 5429

SEPTEMBER 2025

dies at the duck shack? The Spandau
S2 isn't for you. Looking to run a gun
hard and put birds in the bag without
draining your bank account? This gun
is worth a look.

For under $557, you get a semi-
auto that digests a wide range of loads,
shrugs off rough weather and runs
clean. Its light on the shoulder, fast on
the follow-up and—most importantly—
reliable out of the box.

[ts a no-nonsense tield gun built for
work, not wall-hanging. In short, its a
budget wing shooter engineered to get
anyone into the field. GDTM

02

Never a looker and always a doer, the Maverick 88
isamong the least expensive guns in Mossberg’s
catalog—not an easy task for the already affordable
gunmaker. Despite this, the black polymer gem has
built a mythos over the years, particularly among the
home defense and tactical communities. The pump-
action is equally adept in the field. | personally like to
think of the 12-gauge as a Mossberg 500 that didn’t
go to finishing school. It has the same rugged heart of
the legendary pump—twin action bars, milled receiver
and reliability—in a rather rough package. It’s very pla-
sticky, even down to the cross-bolt safety and trigger
guard. And there’s a nit | have to pick: It’s with notice-
able machining and sharp edges on the loading port.
Watch your fingers if you're feeding a shell through it
at an expedited pace. Still, this might be one of the
best beginner’s shotguns out there and won't leave a
newbie hanging in the field.

--------------------------------
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NEW FOR

The Henry SPD HUSH Series is a bold evolution in lever-
action rifle design, purpose-built to be run suppressed.
Developed by the Henry Special Products Division—our new
R&D initiative focused on forward-thinking innovation—this
inaugural release reimagines what a lever gun can be in
modern hunting and shooting applications. Offered in five
time-tested calibers—.45 Colt, .357 Magnum/.38 Spl,

A4 Magnum/.44 Spl, .30-30 Win, and .45-70 Gov't—the
HUSH Series strikes the perfect balance of traditional feel
and modern performance.

Lever actions already offer excellent balance and speed,
with the added suppressor-friendly benefit of a closed action

during firing. Our HUSH Series takes this a step further.
Every component forward of the receiver is optimized to
minimize weight, keeping the rifle’s natural center of gravity
Intact—even when a suppressor is mounted. The result is a
no-compromise suppressor host that retains the instinctive
handling and quick follow-up shot capability that lever guns
are known for.

The SPD HUSH Series is the debut release from Henry’s
Special Products Division and represents our commitment

to innovation without compromise. Each one is built and fine-
tuned in Rice Lake, Wisconsin, backed by a Lifetime Warranty,
and comes with our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee.

FREE C%TAL;)G
AND DECAL ‘




14

ECONOMICAL INERTIA

Savage has long been known for produc-
ing economical hunting rifles, but the
Massachusetts manufacturer knows its
way around shotguns, too. Released a
couple of years ago, the 560 is more than
proof of that. The gas-operated gun
comes in at a great price and more than
has the chops to rule the corn stubble

or duck blind. Among the most appeal-
ing aspects of the 560 is the 12-gauge’s
lightweight design, coming in under 6
pounds. Much of this is thanks to an
aluminum-alloy receiver that cuts down
on the gun’s mass. Even so, it’s relatively
polite in the recoil department thanks to
the gas system and a thick 1-inch recoil
pad. Reliability-wise, the gun is impres-
sive, kicking everything from heavy
3-inch turkey loads to demure low-brass
dove shells. Best of all, Savage Stevens
has taken the time to dress the 560 up in
a nice stick of Turkish walnut. Finishing
it off is pebble texturing on the grip and
forend, giving this traditional material a

sleek, modern look.

MSRP: 5499

ELWOOD SHELTON

[ & £
l B EL

Strangely enough, there’s never
been a ton of noise made about
the 612. That’s a pity, because
the CZ 12-gaugeis a true gem
and a classy way to get into
wingshooting. More than any-
thing, CZ got the ergonomics
right with the Field version of
the pump action. Close your
eyes, shoulder the gun, open
them—and your eye is right on
the bead. A good trigger with

a break around 5 pounds helps
pick up the pace of the shot ...
as does a relatively thin front of
the forend, giving the off hand
a chunk of material behind it
to operate the slide. The gun

s available only in a 28-inch-
barreled, 3-inch-chambered
model for the field. However, if
you need a bit more oomph for
pass shots on geese, CZ offers
the 612 Magnum Waterfowl
that eats up 3%2-inch magnum
shells.

-------------------------------------------

MSRP: 540¢

SEPTEMBER 2025

With more than a decade on the
market, the SXP Black Shadow has
earned a reputation as a class op-
tion no matter the price point. Why
not? It’s over-engineered, light as a
feather and runs all day long.
Perhaps the most impressive aspect
of the pump-action is its four-lug
rotating bolt, making the system
extremely strong. At the same tick,
they unlock quickly, allowing what
Winchester claims is the “fastest”
pump action to cycle its loads. Is it
the fastest? It’s hard to say, but it’s
pretty dang quick. Winchester also
offers a load of barrel and chamber
size options in the Black Shadow,
with 24-, 26- and 28-inch barrels,
each available with 3- or 3%2-inch
chambers. The only knocks | have:
It’s no beauty queen, available only
in polymer black stock, and the
trigger is not on par with modern
standards—it’s nearly 10 pounds.
Overlook those issues and you have
one heck of a hunter.

----------------------------------------- (LT (L r] (21T LT T

MSRP: 5440

If you want to know why side-by-sides
typically cost a king’s ransom, it’s
because getting horizontally parallel
barrels to hit the same spot takes some
doing. Stoeger has accomplished this—
and done it at Stoeger prices—with the
Uplander. The gunis dressed in a walnut
stock and has a nicely blued receiver
and barrels, giving it a classy look. The
forend and grip have good checkering,
offering a solid purchase and adding to
the gun’s overall aesthetics. And, most
importantly, the gun hits what it’s aimed
at—not always the case, even with more
expensive side-by-sides. | appreciate
Stoeger offering the gun with the option
of English double triggers in addition to
the more common single. While not as
popular today, double triggers add to
the enjoyment of a side-by-side—once
you get used to them. As for downsides:
You'll have to invest in a butt pad. The
Uplander comes with a plastic plate,
which with heavier 3-inch loads can dig
into your shoulder.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

MSRP: 5400

---------------------
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very so often a rifle comes along
that is so utilitarian—and af-
fordable—that it becomes nearly
ubiquitous. Everyone, it seems,
either has one or wants one. The Ruger
American is one such rifle. Following its
introduction in 2011, it rapidly became
one of Americas most popular affordable
bolt-actions, and sales quickly exceeded
Rugers expectations. To date, Ruger has
delivered well over a million of them in 28
different chamberings and more than 250
distinct models.
What most people dont know is that
the American was intended to be some-

thing entirely different. Ruger engineers
initially tried to create a more affordable
version of the company’s venerable M77
Hawkeye flagship bolt-action rifle, but
they could only go so far working with the
legacy design.

A CLEAN-SHEET DESIGN

That prompted a decision to go with a
clean-sheet design, and three experienced
Ruger engineers were assigned to the proj-
ect. Step one was gathering input from a
“Voice of the Customer” campaign to find
out what customers really wanted. Rugers
polling produced some interesting results.

T L *’:’5\'# l_..-,\ \“1

“With enough folks polled, many fea-
tures or choices canceled out, says Mark
Gurney, Rugers innovation director. For
example, about one-third wanted push
feed, one-third wanted controlled-round
feed, and one-third didn't care. Much the
same applied to decisions over whether
the safety should be a tang or wing de-
sign, and whether the ejector should be a
plunger or fixed type.

In the end, several factors emerged as
constants. The rifle needed to be accurate
and have a good trigger. It needed to be
rugged. And reliable. In other words, it
needed to be a Ruger.

GUNDIGEST.COM

L



affordable bolt act1on It’s an

N L N
8" ot L - L X “

erican r1‘fI'e 4s

/Anegican success story.

From the time Ruger committed to the
American, it took a little over a year to
bring the design to life. A team of manu-
facturing engineers were added to the
effort during the development cycle and
Ruger stood up the first dedicated Ameri-
can rifle production line in Newport, New
Hampshire. In 2016, in response to de-

mand, Ruger added additional production
capacity in its Mayodan, North Carolina,
facility.

THE ORIGINAL AMERICAN
When first introduced, the American was a
no-frills rifle designed to hit a certain price

GUNDIGEST.COM

point. It did that handily. Original MSRP
was just $449 (it retailed for less), but from
the beginning, the rifle delivered perfor-
mance on par with guns costing far more.

The rifle was, unsurprisingly, originally
chambered for some of Americas favorite
cartridges, including .243 Win. and .308
Win. in short actions, and .270 Win. and
30-06 in long actions. It was equipped
with a 22-inch free-floated hammer-
forged barrel (with a recessed crown)
attached to the action with a barrel nut
for precise headspacing and enhanced ac-
curacy.

The bedded action was mated to the

RIF
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stock using Rugers innovative Power Bed-
ding System, which also contributed to
the guns accuracy. That system used two
aluminum V-blocks embedded into the
synthetic stock that mate up with a pair

of cuts in the action. It was a simple but
clever design that worked quite well.

Use of a full-diameter bolt with three
locking lugs and dual-cocking cams al-
lowed for a short, 70-degree bolt throw
and ample scope clearance. Smoothness of
cycling varied a bit on these early guns.
handled some that were quite smooth and
one or two others that felt a little stiff, but
loosened up with lubrication and use.

SEPTEMBER 2025 |GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE RUGER AMERICAN RIFLE //MIKE DICKERSON

The rifle employed the Savage-like
bladed-style Ruger Marksman Trigger,
but it differed from similar designs in one
important respect. The blade locked the
trigger, versus the sear, so the sear couldnt
trip no matter how low the pull weight was
set. The pull weight was user-adjustable
within a range of 3 to 5 pounds. The action
used a two-position, tang-mounted safety
that did not lock the bolt down.

[n a departure for Ruger, the top of the
action did not have the milled slots used
on Hawkeye rifles for directly attach-
ing Ruger scope rings. Instead, each rifle
shipped with two single-slot Weaver-style
bases to attach to the receiver.

The rifle had a matte black, glass-filled
polypropylene stock. It wasn' the stiffest
stock in the world, but that shortcoming
was negated by the stiffness of the action
and the free-floated barrel. Stocks were
equipped with a recoil pad that did a de-
cent job of mitigating recoil. Stippled pan-
els were impressed into the forend and grip
to improve purchase in inclement weather.
The rifle fed from a well-designed detach-
able, four-round rotary magazine that slid
rounds smoothly into the chamber.

Visually, the original rifle didnt look
like anything special. At the time, it didnt
exactly stand out on rifle racks overflow-
ing with other guns with black polymer
stocks, but once people found out how

28| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |SEPTEMBER 2025

well it shot, sales took off. In buyers’ eyes,
beauty was in the rifles performance.

UNFAILING ACCURACY

['ve had a fair amount of experience with
Ruger American rifles, both in the field
and on the range, starting with an Ameri-
can Predator model chambered in 6mm
PRC. That rifle had a green synthetic stock
and a fairly stiff-cycling bolt that made a
bit of a zip-zip sound, which was some-
what common on early models and has
since been corrected.

That rifle, which weighed just 6.6
pounds, had a 22-inch medium-contour
barrel. Like all American rifles of that time,
it had Rugers Power Bedding System,

a tang-mounted safety, the Marksman
adjustable trigger and a four-round flush-
fitting rotary magazine. The push-feed
actions bolt had three large lugs, a gener-
ously sized extractor, a plunger ejector and
a short, 70-degree throw. I wasnt overly
impressed with the rifles appearance,

but my attitude toward the gun quickly
changed when [ put rounds downrange.
On a day with the wind blowing full value
at 12 mph, a Hornady load produced five-
shot groups averaging 0.78 inch and a best
group of just over halfan inch.

[ was even more impressed when I dis-
cussed the rifle with my friend and fellow
outdoor scribe John Barsness. He shared a

SIS S LSS IS LSS S LSS SIS S S S S S S S S S IS S LSS S S S A S AL S S S S SS LSS S S S S A S SSSSSSSS S LSS S S S S S ALV

photo of a group he shot with the Predator
in 6.5 Creedmoor with his handloaded
ammo. All five shots went into a single
ragged hole. Thats impressive perfor-
mance for any rifle, let alone an inexpen-
sive one. At the time, that American had
an MSRP of $529, and you could find it at
a real-world price a bit south of $400.
Every Ruger American rifle I've tested
since then, regardless of chambering, has
proven to be unfailingly accurate. Each has
turned in sub-MOA groups with ammo
it liked, which is more than I can say for
some rifles costing far more. That inherent
accuracy, combined with its affordable
price tag, accounts for much of the Ruger
Americans continued popularity in the
years since its introduction.

VERSATILITY IN SPADES

With that sort of performance and price,
its no surprise that the rifle quickly gained
a following and found itself at home in
deer blinds and pickup trucks across
America.

When first introduced, the American
was offered with only a black synthetic
stock. Initial chamberings were limited to
a handful of popular cartridges. The lineup
would quickly expand. In the rifles second
year, Ruger added .22-250 Rem and 7mm-
08 Rem. Ruger American Rimfire models
appeared by 2015. Magnum chamberings,

GUNDIGEST.COM



including 7mm Rem Mag and .300 Win.
Mag., arrived in 2016.

Magnum calibers were prototyped
very early in the American rifles life, but it
wasnt until 2016 that Ruger built them in
any quantity. Today, only.300 Win. Mag,
stands as the legacy magnum cartridge
in the lineup, though some models have
been chambered in 7mm Rem. Mag. and
338 Win. Mag. in the past. Such rounds
have been mostly replaced by 6.5 PRC
and 7mm PRC, which work with the mag-
num-sized American receiver and bolt,
and feed well from Rugers three-round
magnum box magazine. These magnums
have quickly grown in popularity, espe-
cially with long-range shooters and West-
ern hunters.

[n 2016, the .450 Bushmaster made
it into the lineup without a great deal of
notice or fanfare, but it climbed into the
number-three spot about a year later. It
remains a staple of the line, and is a good
choice for black bears, whitetails or hogs.

Over time, a few chamberings have
been subtracted from the American line-
up, but overall, the list has grown. As of
this writing, some models are chambered
for an astonishing 18 different cartridges,
and [ wouldnt be surprised to see others
added. Ruger has never been shy about
embracing innovative cartridges—or part-
nering at times with ammo manufacturers
to make them—so you can expect contin-
ued flexibility in its choice of chamberings
for the American.

NOTABLE EARLY MODELS

2014 was a banner year for the Ruger
American. Thats when a slew of new
models were added to the lineup. They
included the All Weather and All Weather
Compact models (Ruger introduced the
Compact the year before). The All Weath-
ers had 22-inch matte-stainless barrels,
while the Compact variants had shorter
lengths of pull and shorter barrels, and
were designed for shooters of smaller
stature.

One of the most important introduc-
tions that year was the Ruger American
Ranch, which was, as its name suggests,
designed to be a handy companion for
dealing with situations that call for a

GUNDIGEST.COM

The Ruger Ameri-
can Gen |l improves
considerably on the

original American,

but is still affordably
priced.

At 6.5 pounds, the
Ruger American Gen
Il rifle isrugged and
light enough for back-
country hunts.

The author used the
new Ruger American
Genll in 6.5 Creed-
moor to down this
aoudad on a challeng-
ing West Texas hunt.

quick-handling, maneuverable rifle. The
Ranch differed from the standard Ameri-
can in several important ways.

First, it was chambered in 5.56 NATO,
which is useful for dealing with preda-
tors, and in .300 Blackout, which is potent
medicine for feral hogs. Barrels measured
16 inches, which was even shorter than
the 18-inch barrels on Compact models,
making the rifle easier to whip out the
window of a pickup truck when needed.
Notably, the barrels were threaded for use
with suppressors. The American Ranch
also came with a Picatinny rail in place
of the more traditional optics mounting
system, making it easier to change optics.
The gun even looked like a ranch rifle
with a flat dark earth finish on the stock.
[t weighed only about 6 pounds. MSRP at
the time was $489.

Another important addition to the line
that year was the Ruger American Preda-
tor, which sported a moss green compos-
ite stock. It featured a heavier-tapered,
threaded 22-inch barrel, and came with
a one-piece rail for mounting optics. As
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its name implies, the Predator was quite
useful in the hands of predator hunters
thanks to the fact that it was chambered
for such varmint-dispatching rounds as
the .204 Ruger, .22-250 Rem and .223
Rem. Despite its name, the Predator was
capable of much more because it was also
chambered for .243 Win, 6.5 Creedmoor
and .308 Win. Rifle weight in most cham-
berings was 6.62 pounds. Its MSRP was
also $489.

The year 2014 was also when Ruger
made southpaws happy with the introduc-
tion of a Ruger American Left-Handed
variant. When first introduced, the lefty
model was a standard American model.
[nitial chamberings included .22-250
Rem, .223 Rem, .243 Win, .270 Win.,
7mm-08 Rem, .30-06, and .308 Win. The
MSRP was just $449. The Left-Handed
rifle is still available in several chamber-
ings in the American Predator rifle.

[f you were willing to spend a couple of
hundred dollars more that year, you could
get an American packaged with a Redfield
Revolution 3-9x40 scope. Later, packages
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE RUGER AMERICAN RIFLE //MIKE DICKERSON
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Among otherimprovements, the Ruger Ameri-
can Genll now has a three-position safety that
locks the bolt down.

New on the Ruger American Gen |l isa modular
stock with aremovable black comb. It also
sports an effective recoil pad and aremovable
spacer to adjust the length of pull.
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were added with different scopes.

Over time, Ruger introduced new
magazine styles to the American lineup,
including Al-, AR- and Mini-Thirty-style
magazines in addition to the existing
flush-fitting rotary mag. 7.62x39 was the
first new chambering added to the line
with this capability, but AR-sized cartridg-
es have benefitted the most from the ad-
dition of new types of magazines. Today;
Ruger supports .350 Legend, .400 Legend,
6mm ARC, .22 ARC and 6.5 Grendel with
AR mags from the factory in select rifle
Versions.

GOING WILD

One of my favorite additions to the Amer-
ican line came in 2018 with the Go Wild.
[t featured an upgraded Go Wild camo
synthetic stock, Cerakote finish, Al-type
magazine, muzzle brake, and a Picatinny
rail for optics. The Go Wild had an MSRP
of just $629. I initially tested the model

in 6.5 Creedmoor chambering, and was
more than a little pleased with the results.
The action cycled more smoothly than
earlier models I had tried. Four of five
tested factory loads turned in sub-MOA
groups (the fifth load held 1-inch average
groups). [ used that rifle on a challeng-
ing West Texas desert mule deer hunt to
cleanly drop a 3X3 management buck.

That rifle stood up to harsh conditions,
including a terrific dust storm, and per-
formed like a champ. I was so enamored
with the rifle that I bought it, and it would
still be in my inventory save for the fact
that my son kept hinting that he thought
it would make a fine birthday present. |
later used another American Go Wild rifle
chambered in 7mm PRC to swat a man-
agement Axis buck into the freezer. I only
had one load to test in that rifle, but it also
proved to be quite accurate, with average
groups measuring 0.67 inch and a half-
inch best group.

Current first-generation American rifle
versions include the Standard, Predator,
Ranch, Go Wild, Hunter, Compact, and
a package option equipped with a Vortex
Crossfire I riflescope. The Standard mod-
el, with a 22-inch barrel, is oftered in seven
popular chamberings. MSRP is $599.

The original Predator ritle has options

that include 10 different chamberings,
black or moss-green stocks, and varying
barrel lengths. Depending on the model,
magazines included flush-fit, AR-, or Al-
style. MSRPs range from $610 to $699.
Real-world prices are considerably less.
The Hunter model is notably equipped
with a specialized Magpul Hunter Ameri-
can stock, featuring fully adjustable length
of pull and comb height, and enhanced
ergonomics. Hunter rifles are chambered
in 6.5 Creedmoor or .308 Win. Some ver-
sions have shorter, heavy contour barrels.
MSRP is $1,019, making this the most ex-
pensive rifle in the American lineup.

THE BEST RUGER AMERICAN YET
Fans of the Ruger American got a present
with the Christmas Eve 2023 introduction
of the Ruger American Gen Il rifle, which
improves considerably upon the original.
The Gen I looks quite different than first-
generation Americans, but improvements
are more than skin-deep. The action still
employs a one-piece, CNC-machined
stainless bolt, but it cycles more smoothly
and no longer has the characteristic “zip-
zip’ cycling sound of the early bolts. The
bolt still has a short 70-degree throw to
provide ample clearance for scopes. An
oversized bolt knob is a definite plus.

Ruger upgraded the Gen II's safety
from a two-position type that did not lock
the bolt down to a three-position, tang-
mounted design that allows you to cycle
rounds through the action with the safety
in the middle, engaged position. It also
locks the bolt down in the rearmost posi-
tion. These features mark a big improve-
ment over the safety in first-generation
rifles.

The Gen I still uses Rugers Power Bed-
ding integral block system, but the free-
floated barrel is now deeply fluted to shed
weight. The rifle I tested, chambered in 6.5
Creedmoor with a 20-inch barrel, weighed
just 6.5 pounds, making it light enough
for backcountry hunts. The muzzle is
threaded for adding a suppressor or difter-
ent muzzle brake, and Cerakote protects
all the metal.

[ have always found Ruger American
rifles to be well-balanced in the hands, and
that holds true for the Gen I1.

GUNDIGEST.COM



RECOIL

RiZLEVANT.

THE PREMIER AUTHORITY FOR FIREARMS NEWS AND MEDIA THE WAY YOU WANT AND DESERVE.

AV
/™

t

RecoilTV is a 2A friendly streaming platform created to entertain and inform DOWNLDAD THE FRE E AP P

you on the latest guns and gear associated with the firearms lifestyle.

AVAILABLE IN | &ovsicre | | @ ispistv | | P> Goosiepey | ROKU | fireLy | | @chromecast

» PRESENTED . BY

*];(:Nlo (@) Smith&Wesson - BB svstewms @

SIGHTMARK

5.11 Umney; & PULSAR ﬂ’;@ﬁ)" A=R0



THE EVOLUTION OF THE RUGER AMERICAN RIFLE //MIKE DICKERSON

A NEW MODULAR STOCK

Also new with the Gen Il is a modular
stock design with a removable black comb,
an effective recoil pad, and a removable
spacer to adjust the length of pull. The
standard Gen II's stock has a textured
black-and-gray splatter finish that nice-
ly complements the dark gray Cerakote
on the barrel and action. The splatter
finish improves grip on the rifle, and
the Gen Il stock is noticeably stiffer
than first-gen stocks.

Happily, the Gen II addresses one
design element that has always annoyed
me. The trigger could always be adjusted,
but it was a pain to do so because you
had to remove a spring-loaded magazine
release latch to access an action screw to
remove the barreled action from the stock.
[ always found that lever to be dithcult to
get back into place. More often than not,

[ left trigger pull weights at their factory
settings. The latest version of the magazine
well has a notch that allows you to access
the rear action screw with a 3/16-inch ball
end hex wrench, greatly simplifying the
trigger adjustment process.

[ have always found Ruger American
rifles to be consistently accurate, and the
Gen II was no exception. In testing, a Gen
[I chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor produced
sub-MOA groups with four of five tested
factory loads. That accuracy came in
handy at the conclusion of a mile-long
stalk on an aoudad ram on a remote West
Texas ranch. Thats rough country, where
shots can be long, and aoudad can be
tough to put down. The Gen Il was up to
the task.

The standard Gen Il rifle is currently
offered in 18 chamberings, ranging from
common cartridges such as the .243 Win,
6.5 Creedmoor, .270 Win, 7mm-08 Rem,
.30-06 and .300 Win. Mag,, to straight-
walled rounds (.350 Legend and .400 Leg-
end) and newer options such as 6.5 PRC
and 7mm PRC. Barrel lengths, magazine
styles, and capacities for American Gen I
rifles vary by chambering.

Theres also a quick-handling Gen 11
Ranch rifle, offered in nearly a dozen
chamberings, with a flat dark earth/black
splatter-finished stock and shorter barrels
measuring a bit more than 16 inches.
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Gen II Predator rifles, available in
18 chamberings, have a Burnt Bronze
Cerakote finish and a green stock with
black and bronze splatter texture. They
feature 22-inch barrels to achieve great-
er velocities.

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

As the Gen Il rifles amply demonstrate,
Ruger has continuously improved the
American rifle over the years. In 2017,
for example, Ruger changed American
barrels from six-groove rifling to five-
groove, claiming it reduces bullet de-
formation, makes barrels easier to clean
and ultimately results in greater accuracy
potential.

“Its the hidden details that help us
win with continuous improvement,
says Matthew Willson, Ruger product
manager. “Engineers spent a lot of time
working to improve bolt feel and made
improvements in the bolt, receiver, and
bolt stop that all played a part in making
Gen II feel better than American rifles
had in the past.’

An important part of that process is
what Ruger engineers call “tolerance
stack-up” analysis. This involves, for ex-
ample, looking at the magazine, magazine
well, mag latch, stock, receiver and barrel
to ensure all the components align to put
the magazine at the correct height to feed
a cartridge into the chamber smoothly.

Rugers Voice of the Customer Cam-
paign was a key factor in designing the
Gen II American. Ruger collected infor-
mation from a broad group of customers,
including consumers, industry insiders,
buyers at independent and chain retail-
ers, and wholesale and law enforcement
distributors.

[nformation was gathered via mecha-
nisms ranging from formal surveys, ques-
tionnaires and focus groups to informal
feedback and even social media. Says
Willson, “"We had quite a list going into
American Gen I1 development from years
of feedback compiled at shows, shoots, re-
tail events, customer service interactions,
and even through the "Tell the CEO’ func-
tion of the Ruger website.” Ruger listened,
and the results are reflected in Ruger’s best
American rifle to date, the Gen IL.
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LOOKING AHEAD

By the time you read this, Ruger will likely
offer the Gen Il American in additional
versions and chamberings. As noted,
Ruger currently offers seven traditional
American rifle models and three Ameri-
can Gen II models, but that will change.

“'The original adaptation of American
Rifle will remain for now, but will see
a reduction in models so we can focus
production on the highest-demand mod-
els of Gen I1. The American Gen I1 will
continue to grow with new configurations
and calibers, says Willson.

The MSRP for all Gen IT rifles is just
$729, and you can often find them for
a little more than $500. All indications
point to the Gen II being on the same tra-
jectory to success as the first-generation
Americans. Its a refined rifle, and has
more of the features today's shooters
want, but it still reflects the core Ruger
American attributes: accurate, reliable and
affordable.

Ruger has a long and rich legacy
of creating American-made firearms
that deliver solid performance at an
affordable price. The Ruger American
does that in spades, and that will likely
ensure its ongoing popularity into the
foreseeable future.

The Ruger American is an aptly-named
rifle. It's a great success story, and few
things are more American than that.
GDTM
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Henry is making gorgeous lever guns, includ-
ing this rimfire TX Ranger with eye-catching
engraving and a large loop lever.

needing convincing, we can easily
watch videos of accomplished shooters

running their lever-action rimfire rifles

with unbelievable speed and accuracy.

Uniquely American, the lever gun
has been a part of the shooting scene
for over 160 years. The longevity of
manufacturing rifles with this type of
action and the fact that gun companies
still produce them and continue to add
them to their lines means one thing:
Shooters want them. If companies
couldn't build, sell and make money
by providing lever-action rifles, they
wouldn' do it.

Several companies are currently
offering multiple versions of .22 LR
lever-actions. From historic designs
like the Henry 1866 Yellowboy to mod-
ern renditions of lever guns that have
gained brand recognition from makers
like Browning, Chiappa, Rossi and oth-
ers, the lever-action .22 is as popular
as ever. Lets look at the current models
available for today’s shooter.

Cimarron Firearms offers its 1866
Yellowboy carbine with a 19-inch
round barrel or 24-inch octagon-
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Browning’s high-end lever-action .22s

remain fan favorites. From top to bottom:
the BL-22 Grade ll, BL-22 Field Grade Il and
Browning BL-22 Micro Midas.

barreled Sporting Rifle chambered in
.22 LR. Staying within traditional lines,
Taylors & Company catalogs the 1866
Carbine with a 19-inch barrel and the
rifle version with a 24.25-incher. Tay-
lor’s also sells the Uberti Scout with a
19-inch barrel.

Brownings BL-22 comes in numer-
ous configurations, Field Grades I and
[1, Micro Midas, Grade I and Grade I1I.
What does all of this mean? You can
have the top-shelf, fast-cycling, accu-
rate lever-action in a couple of different
sizes with optional barrel lengths of

16.25 to 20 inches and even a 24-inch
octagonal barrel. The receiver finish
options are satin nickel or blue.

At last count, Henry Repeating Arms
offers more than 30 different lever-
action rimfires. From its Classic Lever
Action .22 Model HOO1 to carbines,
Octagon Frontiers, Small Game Ritles
and Carbine, Limited Edition, and
Tribute guns, Henry has a vast variety
from which to choose.

Heritage Manufacturing Company’s
Settler Series of lever-actions are new
to the shooting game, with three dit-
ferent models available from the 20-
inch Settler to the 16-inch Compact
and down to the 12.5-inch Mares Leg.

S b _

The 1866 Yellowboyin .22 LR
from Cimarron Firearms.

GUNDIGEST.COM



These guns feature polished black ox-
ide barrels, wood stocks and attractive
simulated case-hardened receivers.

Rossi's Rio Bravo line of .22s are
good-shooting, atfordable lever guns.
These 18-inch carbines come in matte
black and wood, PVD gold and wood,
Cerakote gold and wood or the tactical-
looking polymer and black.

Chiappa Firearms has several ver-
sions of its takedown LA322 lever-
action .22—a straight grip blued and
wood model with an 18.5-inch barrel,
the matte-chrome Kodiak Cub, and
the Take Down Deluxe with a curved
lever and hand-oiled walnut stock and
forearm.

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
Henry provided the HOO1T with a
hefty 20-inch octagonal barrel that bal-
ances nicely. Of course, the action was
smooth, as all Henrys are, and the trig-
ger broke at 3 pounds. The semi-buck-
horn rear sight with a white diamond in
the bottom contrasted nicely with the
brass bead front sight.

The wood-to-metal fit and finish on
the Henry rifle are excellent, with a bit

Thethree.22 LR lever
guns the author tested
all performed well

with each brand of
ammunition. (Top)
Browning BL-22 Grade |l
(middle) Henry Octagon
Frontier, (bottom) Rossi
Rio Bravo Gold.

GUNDIGEST.COM

of grain in the darkly stained walnut
stock and forearm. The Henry holds
16 rounds of .22 LR, and the barrel is
marked .22 S/L/LR. It holds 21 rounds
of .22 Shorts.

Rossi sent its brass-framed Rio Bravo
Gold. The action is smooth on the
Rossi, but this particular rifle has just
a bit of catch as the nose of the bullet
goes into the chamber. This did not
cause any issues; you feel a slight in-
crease in action tension as the cartridge
begins to seat into the chamber of the
18-inch round barrel. The fit and finish
are good, and the wood stock has some
grain, which I like. The trigger broke at
a crisp 4 pounds with about a quarter
inch of take-up or slack before you hit
the triggers tension. By design, a quar-
ter-inch gap between the lever and grip
of the stock takes some getting used
to; it feels slightly different from other
lever guns I'm familiar with. However,
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The Henry Golden Boy .22. Every
shooter should treat themselves to a
Henry, and a Golden Boy chambered
for arimfireround provides the perfect
excuse to get one.

you get used to it in no time. The rear
sight is buckhorn with a brass bead
front, and the rifle holds 15 rounds of
22 LR.

[ carried this little rifle while work-
ing livestock on the Harkins Ranch in
hopes of shooting it during an after-
noon break, which is precisely what we
did. For starters, 12-year-old Sutton
ran the Rossi through several rounds of
steel Go Fast targets he had set up for a
speed competition at 30 feet with two
square targets on each side of a round
“time-stopping’ target. He competes
with a slick semi-auto .22 LR ritle, but
you wouldn't know it by the way he ran
the Rossi lever-action like a pro. Sutton,
his dad Jase, and I alternated running
this course for time and naturally gravi-
tated to shooting at long-range steel on
the remote range. A steel ram, turkey,
pig, and chicken soon took a beating at
50 yards, so we moved to an old scuba
tank at 100. Next came the 200-yard
steel, small-man-silhouette that we hit
repeatedly by holding the front bead on
top of the rear sight notch and focusing
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The Rossi Rio Bravo performed well for the author. He noted
that the action was smooth, but thisrifle had a slight catch
as the nose of the bullet entered the chamber. However, that

didn’t slow it down or cause any malfunctions.

A trio of Chiappas! From left toright: The Chi-
appa Kodiak Cub, Chiappa LA322 and Chiappa
LA322 Take Down Deluxe.
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the bead on the head of the distant tar-
get. The pop of the .22 LR going off was

answered after a slight pause by a “ding”

of the tiny bullet making contact with
the metal.

My friend Jim Crouch at Dodson
Guns in Alpine graciously allowed
me to include his previously unfired
Browning BL-22 Grade II in this ar-
ticle. It is high-end and has a beautiful
black walnut stock and gloss-tinished
forearm, with an engraved receiver and
a 20-inch barrel. The 33-degree lever
throw design of the BL-22 enables you
to run the lever with a simple flip of
the hand. It’s fast, and it's accurate. The

trigger breaks at a crisp 6 pounds after
a slight take-up. We could cover each

Browning BL-22
Browning BL-22
Browning BL-22
Browning BL-22
Browning BL-22
Browning BL-22
Henry Octagon Frontier
Henry Octagon Frontier
Henry Octagon Frontier
Henry Octagon Frontier
Henry Octagon Frontier
Henry Octagon Frontier
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold

Rossi Rio Bravo Gold

group with a quarter; most were nickel-
sized or smaller. For fun, I ran several
mag tubes rapid-fire on a small-torso
steel plate at 25 yards, and its incredible
how fast one can run this rifle.

Taking all three rifles to the range
for accuracy testing, I set up my target
stand at 15 yards and used 1-inch orange
Rangemaxx target stickers on a white
poster board as my aiming point. [ fired
five shots each from a sitting, sandbag
rest with Remingtons 40-grain Thunder-
bolt and 36-grain Golden Bullet, CCI
40-grain Target Mini Mags, Eley 40-grain
Club, Brownings 40-grain Pro 22 and
Winchesters 40-grain Power-Point.

Each of these rifles performed well
with all brands of ammunition, with
some groups a ragged hole. The largest
groups were made by one-round-self-
induced flyers by the shooter.

ACCURACY
(IN.)

Remington Bucket O’ Bullets

Remington Thunderbolt W
CCI Mini Mag 4l

Eley 42

Winchester Power-Point .39
Browning Pro22 .39
Remington Bucket O’ Bullets .88
Remington Thunderbolt .68
CClI Mini Mag 34

Eley A7
Winchester Power Point 1.06
Browning Pro22 43
Remington Bucket O’ Bullets .76
Remington Thunderbolt 33
CClI Mini Mag 7T

Eley 43

Winchester Power-Point 43
Browning Pro22 22
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Each lever-action could likely shoot
better than I can shoot them, and each
provided good-to-excellent accuracy
with the six loads tested. The Browning
BL-22s best two groups measured 0.39
of an inch with Winchester Power-Point

and Browning Pro22 ammunition. Out
of all rounds tested, this rifle averaged a
group size of .43 inch. Thats six different
cartridges from four different manufac-
turers. Brownings BL22 is the top-shelf
lever gun in the trio. This quality lever-
action fit, finish, and engraving will set
you back around $740.

The Henry stacked the CCI Mini
Mags into 0.34 inch, and the Browning
Pro22 load was close behind at 0.43-
inch groups with one round just slightly
out of the cluster, likely pulled by yours
truly. The average for all loads fired was
0.64 inch. The Henry Octagon Frontier
Model retails in the neighborhood of
$400 and sits comfortably as a mid-
price, quality lever-action .22 LR.

The most economical of the lot is the
Rossi Rio Bravo Gold. This ritle retails
around $350, but don't let the lower
price tag dissuade you from consider-
ing it a worthy addition to your armory.
The Rio Bravo produced impressive
groups, with the smallest measuring
0.22 inch with the Browning Pro22 am-
munition—the smallest group of the
three rifles tested—and the average of
six groups was just 0.42 of an inch. So,
the most cost-effective .22 LR in the
mix shot on par with the high-end lever
gun; hows that for a bargain?

All of this boils down to one thing.
No matter what your gun budget al-
lows, we have excellent options to own
a good, accurate lever gunin .22 LR.
Understandably, fit and finish vary
slightly between the manufacturers and
each gun is priced accordingly. Some
low-cost guns might have cast or even
synthetic parts here and there, and the
wood quality goes up with price. The

GUNDIGEST.COM

Each of the three lever-actions
reviewed produced tight five-
shot groups (the setupwas 15

yards from a sandbag rest).

Each gun will provide excellent

accuracy after seeing which
rounds it likes.

fact remains that no matter the cost,
each of these lever-action rimfires shot
and functioned well.

Finishing up with the business at the
shooting bench, I loaded up the rifles
for some fun, rapid-fire shooting on
steel from 50 to 100 yards. I never expe-
rienced a glitch with any of the guns or
ammunition, and it took little effort to
keep them ringing plates, even at foot-
ball field distance.

Todays production .22 LR lever-
actions range in price from under
$300 to over a grand. You can choose
from various brands and models and
select the appropriate rifle to fit your
needs, wants and budget. Even the
most economical guns offer good ac-
curacy, function and reliability, ensur-
ing shooters have opportunities to own
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and shoot quality lever-action .22 rifles
at any cost. There are also options for
those who admire the finer things in
life like high-end, tigured walnut and
engraving. Now grab a pocketful of
ammo, your favorite .22 lever-action
and head to the range! GDTM
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PULSAR INFORCE

to protect and preserve human life.
and your families can live without feat.
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] BANISH

Sioux Falls, SD
BANISH 30-V2 Cal.300

BLIFETIVE
WARRANTY




BANISH 30-V2

The most versatile .30-caliber suppressor available today.
The BANISH 30-V2 can handle anything froma .17/HMRup to
300 Weatherby Magnum. It uses an industry-standard HUB
mount and is lighter, shorter, and quieter than the original.

AMERICA’S
#1HUNTING CALL 888 413 5581 ORVISIT
SUPPRESSORS BANISHSUPPRESSORS.COM
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IN ITS 2N &

COMPENSATED SLIDE W/ PORTED BARREL

NIGHT FISION TRITIUM NIGHT SIGHTS
SLIDE LIGHTENING CUTS

FULL GRIP STIPPLING

DIAMOND CUT FLAT FACE TRIGGER
INTEGRALLY FLARED MAGAZINE WELL
2X 1T ROUND MAGALZINES

REVERSIBLE G-CODE IWB/OWB HOLSTER
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