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RecoilTV is a 2A friendly streaming platform created to entertain and inform you on the latest guns and gear
assoclated with the firearms lifestyle.
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FIRST SHOT

/Y.

hen I tirst started
working for Gun Di-
gest, | was having a
late-night conversation
with our CEO about gun content, and
my vision for what this brand could
become. It was a challenging and very
good chat, during which he asked me,
"How do you make potentially mun-
dane gun content interesting?”

As an all-in gun enthusiast, the ques-
tion initially struck me as damn near
offensive. After all, guns, by their very
nature, are interesting. How each works
is interesting. Learning about how to
get that bullet to go exactly where we
want it is interesting. Theyre guns, duh!

But to his point, what can be said
about, say, a Glock 19—perhaps the
most functionally and visually unin-
spiring handgun ever created (albeit
one of the most popular)—that hasn't
already been said?

Of course, theres no single answer to
that question, and so much of the influ-
ence firearms have in our lives is felt,
not described. And, just like that, there
was my answer: emotional value.

['ve written in these pages many times

6| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

EMOTIONAL
VALUE

about the Mossberg 500 Bantam .410
bore that my daughter used to tag her
first turkey, or the M61 Winchester .22
LR my grandma gave to me when [ was
a kid. From a monetary perspective,
those guns arent worth much, but in
my eyes, that's irrelevant; Id never sell
either. 'm too emotionally attached.

Sometimes, the emotional value of
a gun doesn't even need to be “direct”
to make that firearm interesting. Take,
for example, the Springtield M1903
highlighted on the cover of this issue.
The historical role that gun played in
the hands of young American men on
the gruesome European battletields is
incredible. Those men, and the triggers
they pulled, shaped history.

[ strive to keep everything Gun Di-
gest touches hardware focused: Mean-
ing, its all about the guns, ammo and
optics ... and how they work. But, as [
see it, the emotional value of any gun is
as tangible of a feature as how the trig-
ger pulls. GDTM
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SUCCESSFUL INFLUENCERS IN THE WORLD:
THE U.S. MILITARY.

The U.S. Marine Corps needed
a tough-as-nails, absolutely
precise riflescope that gave
warfighters the ability to
engage targets from CQB to
long range with confidence.

Mission accomplished.
Read the full story at
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Trijicon.com/VCOG. Briliant Aiming Solutions™




RAPID FIRE

HISTORICAL NOTES
The .30 Remington AR was designed by
Remington as a big-game cartridge spe-
cifically for the companys R- 15 rifle. It was
introduced in 2009. Remington engineers
started with the .450 Bushmaster case and
went from there. A pointed .30-caliber
bullet of reasonable weight is longer than
a blunt-nosed .45-caliber bullet, so, to
keep overall cartridge length compatible
with the standard AR-15 magazine, the
case was shortened to 1.525 inches from
the original 1.7 inches of the Bushmaster
design.

Back at its base, the .30 AR case starts
with a diameter of 0.500 inch, and from
there it tapers to 0.488 inch at the juncture
of the body and shoulder. Neck diameter
is 0.341 inch, and the case has a shoulder
angle of 25 degrees.

The AR-15 rifle in .450 Bushmaster
utilizes the standard .223 Remington bolt,
modified by increasing its bolt face diam-
eter to a nominal 0.473 inch (same as the
308 Winchester). When this is done, the
counterbore wall, or shroud of the bolt,
becomes rather thin. This is considered
a safe modification because the cartridge
operates at a maximum chamber pressure
level of 38,000 psi (same as the .30-30
Winchester).

But, because the .30 AR isloaded to
55,000 psi, Remington opted for addi-
tional case rim support. This was accom-
plished by modifying the larger-diameter
AR-10 bolt to fit the AR-15 upper. The
face of that bolt is commonly sized for
the 0.473-inch rim diameter of the .308
Winchester, but Remington went one step
further by opening it up a bit and increas-
ing the rim diameter of the .30 AR case to
0.492 inch.

By the time the job was done, the only
thing the .30 AR case had in common
with the .450 Bushmaster case was a base
diameter of 0.500 inch. Remington went
with a case rim diameter larger than that
for the .450 Bushmaster to prevent a bolt
built for that cartridge from being used in
8| GUN
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For AR-15s
in the field.

EXPRES;“’CORE-L OKT
30 REMINGTON AR

125 GR. CORE-LOKT PSP R3ORARI = |
. 4 = i

EXPRESS CORE-LOKT ,|

30 REMINGTON AR
150 GR. CORE-LOKT PSP R30RAR2

PREMIER" CCU.,TP
i 00 BENINGTON AR

an R-15 upper with a .30 AR barrel.

GENERAL COMMENTS

With a length of 0.305 inch, the neck of
the .30 Remington AR is capable of exert-
ing plenty of tension on the bullet, a good
thing to have on a cartridge designed to
survive the rather violent trip it must take
from the magazine to the chamber of an
auto-loading rifle. The short, fat case of
rebated rim design has a gross capacity of
44 grains, about 10 grains less than in the
.308 Winchester case, or approximately

the same as in the .30-30 Winchester case.

But because the .30 AR isloaded to
higher chamber pressures than the .30-30
Win., it exceeds the maximum velocity of
that cartridge. When the 125-grain Core-
Lokt factory load is zeroed 3 inches high

tm rming: Keep Qut of Reach of Children
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at 100 yards, it will strike about 2 inches
above point of aim at 200 yards and ap-
proximately 7 inches low at 300, where it's
still packing upward of 1,000 ft-1b of ener-
gy. The .30 AR comes close to duplicating
the performance of the .300 Savage when
both are loaded with a 125- or 150-grain
bullet.

The allure of this cartridge is that it
turns the AR-15 platform into a true
big-game rifle capable of terminal per-
formance identical to that of the .300
Savage with bullets weighing 150 grains
or less. It's suitable for deer, black bear
and similarly sized game out to around
300 yards. Also, wildcatters have necked
the .30 Remington AR case up and
down, further increasing the versatility
of the AR-15 platform. GDTM

.30 REMINGTON AR LOADING DATA AND FACTORY BALLISTICS

BULLET
(GRAINS/TYPE) POWDER m VELOCITY ENERGY SOURCE

110_ﬁ$ge55£25ed AA2200 3,115 2,369 Accurate Powder
110 Hornady SP Xterminator | 41.7 3,058 2,283 Ramshot Powder
| 125 Nr::s_ler Ballistic Tip H335 I 40.0 2,880 F 2,301 | Richard Mann
150 Nosler Accubond AA 2200 \ 30.2 2,600 2,:25] | Richard Mann
B 125 Barnes TSXJ FL ;l -- 2,800 \- 2,147 | Remington PHH30AR]
125 Core-Lokt FL -- 2,800 ” 2,176 | Remington R30RARI
125 Accutip FL = 2,800 2,176 Hopiikorads
150 Core-Lokt FL -- 2,450 1,998 Remington 29485
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DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING
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ONE-HUNDRED

PERCENT

The dangerous ambiguity of qualification drills.

he military and law en-

forcement have long used

qualification courses to

validate a soldier’s or cop’s
shooting skill. Qualification is also a
part of most defensive handgun train-
ing courses and, in some cases, it’s a
requirement to obtain a concealed
carry permit. The difficulty of these
shooting evaluations varies; there’s no
universal standard, and a passing score
is subjectively set by the responsible
administrating body.

So, what specifically does the suc-
cessful completion of a qualification
course really mean?

['m not exactly sure. This is partly
because of the varying requirements,
but it’s also because of the tendency to
rank performance—based on score—
with identifiers such as marksman,
sharpshooter, expert or master. It's hard
to divine any real meaning from these
scores or ranks, which are mostly used
to incentivize shooters to strive to per-
form at a higher level. If youre quali-
fied, you're qualified, right?

Beyond that, what else matters?

[’'m not exactly sure about that,
either.

On my first day of work as a police |
officer 32 years ago, the range officer
took me to qualify with my service re-
volver, and I shot expert on the depart-
ment’s qualification course. But, in no
ones imagination should I have been
considered an expert—or maybe even
qualified—with a handgun in a law
enforcement setting. I didn't receive
any law enforcement specific train-
ing; all I'd managed to do was hit the
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required area of the target 90 percent of
the time.

This is one of the two things that
troubles me the most about qualifica-
tion courses.

TROUBLING PARAMETERS
The object of shooting is hitting, and
a failure to hit what you're shooting
at is, by any measure, a failure. Had I
only achieved 70 percent of my hits
on that course of fire [ would've still
qualified. How could that be? How
could a police officer fire 60 rounds,
miss 18 times and still be considered
“qualified” to carry, and, more impor-
tantly, shoot a handgun in a public
setting where real, live, innocent hu-
man beings might be walking around
Googling their smartphone?

When I went to work as a special
agent for the railroad police, [ was

A qualification course can be
very simple. The main purpose it
serves is to be an administrative
record of weapons handling and
marksmanship skill.

&)

shocked to discover that, to qualify
with my duty handgun, I had to
shoot 100 percent—no misses were
allowed. This made perfect sense
because you're responsible for every
bullet you fire. The other surprise
was what the qualification course
amounted to. Though my memory is
now a bit cloudy on the exact details,
it went something like this:

You started walking toward the tar-
get with your pistol in the holster. At
about 5 yards from the target—on the
start signal from the instructor—you
drew your pistol and had to place mul-
tiple shots inside an 8-inch circle in just
a couple seconds. Simple, right?

In theory, maybe, but not so much in
practice. As a law enforcement firearms
instructor, what I ultimately learned
was that the shooters who could pass
this simple qualification course also
had the ability to pass most any other
qualification course in use by other law

PO 1)
"'l’"lir
SRARIRY
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Firearms qualification is partly a measure of skill, but more than

anything it serves as an administrative protection from liability.

enforcement agencies.

Interestingly, a few years ago I asked
retired Sergeant Major John “The
Sherift of Baghdad” McPhee of SOB
Tactical if he could require a shooter
to perform a single drill to establish
proficiency, what it would be? McPhee
said, “That’s one of the most common-
sense questions I've had in a long time,”
and he went on to say hed use a drill he
calls the Placement Test.

THE PLACEMENT TEST

In McPhee’s Placement Test, which is
about as minimalist as it gets, youre
required to draw from the holster and
put three shots inside a 3-inch circle,

at 3 yards, in less than 3 seconds. Ac-
cording to McPhee, if you can do this,
you can shoot—meaning, you have a
solid grasp of the fundamentals. It’s
also a very real-world, because as John's

research in self-defense shootings

has shown, in a generic way this drill
closely replicates real-life situations.
[ronically, the drill is very similar to
my often used Forty-Five Drill, which
mandates drawing from a concealed
holster and putting five shots, into a
5-inch circle, at 5 yards in less than 5
seconds.

Our tests are very similar to the
qualification course the railroad police
used. What's most important is that
theyre 100 percent pass or fail. Though
you could classify performance based
on the actual time to successfully com-
plete the drill, it's unnecessary. These
are no-B.S. drills that plainly illustrate
whether you can shoot a defensive pis-
tol ... or not.

[ know some of you are screaming,
“That’s not enough shooting and does
nothing to document that you can hit

FBI Handgun Qualification Course

Draw and fire 4 rounds standing, drop to

it kneeling and fire 4 rounds 29 RO
15 Yards From the ready, fire 3 rounds 5 Seconds
15 Yards Draw and fire 3 rounds 6 Seconds
7 Yards From the ready, fire 5 rounds 4 Seconds
7 Yards ;$m mt;aﬂ:;d;, :Irr: :“r::nds, conduct empty N Bocouids
7 Yards Draw and fire 5 rounds 5 Seconds
S Yards From the ready, fire 6 rounds 4 Seconds
5 Yards From the ready, fire 3 rounds 2 Seconds
5 Yards Draw and fire 3 rounds 3 Seconds
3 Yards Draw and fire 3 rounds strong hand, switch & Saconds

hands and fire 3 rounds weak hand

0IT-99 TARGET

TOTAL SHOTS : 50, QUALIFYING SCORE: 40 HITS

GUNDIGEST.COM

YIS LIS LSS LSS SIS LSS S AL LSS LSS LSS ST S S ST LSS LSS LSS S S SIS LA S S S S S LA S A SIS SIS S S S S S S S S S S S/ S/

at greater distances, shoot from behind
cover or from other positions!” Youd
be correct. But, if you can pass either
of these drills, youre very likely skilled
enough with a handgun to do all of
those things, especially with a bit of
training. And let me repeat that last
word with emphasis: training!

WHAT REALLY MATTERS?

When we showed up for qualification
day with the railroad police, qualify-
ing was the first thing we did. It took
about an hour for a bunch of us to do
it—one at a time with an audience
watching—and then we spent the rest
of the day learning and practicing with
our pistols to the point where we were
challenged with scenarios and drills

of ever-increasing difficulty. We did
the single most important thing that
too many police departments, military
units and civilian gun owners fail to do.
We trained!

And that’s the second thing that
bothers me about qualification
courses—especially those that turn
out marksmen, experts and mas-
ters—which is also the main point of
all this pontificating: You should not
put too much credence on your abil-
ity to qualify on any course. Sure,
you might need to shoot a passing
score to go to war, work the street
or carry a concealed handgun, but
qualifications tend to bring with
them the illusion that you're actually
qualitied. And that tends to develop
the notion or mindset that no other
work, training or practice is neces-
sary.

Being qualified by the govern-
ment, a school, or some other orga-
nization is one thing, but it has no
real bearing on the ultimate goal—
which is actually being capable of
winning a fight with a pistol. The
only way to come even close to that
is through frequent and continual
efforts to learn, train and improve
your skill set that challenge you to
get better so that you can always hit
what you shoot at and never miss.
One hundred percent! GDTM
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HARDWARE TALK
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TOOLS FOR

The Liberty kit contains solvent,
lube, grease, brushes, patches,
pull cables, handled brush and
cleaning rod segments ... basically
everything but coffee.
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iberty Lubricants has a slick
cleaning kit (see what I did
there?). The firm-sided
zippered case holds the es-
sentials for cleaning: solvent, oil and
grease, patches, brushes and pull cables,
as well as a handle and rod segments.
Firm-sided? You know, formed tex-
tured nylon cases with a zipper around
three sides that opens and lies flat. Its
firm enough to offer protection to its
contents, but not so firm that it cant be
forced into a range bag. With it, you can
do the cleaning you need at the range.

Using the Liberty cleaning kit, you
can clean all of your various pistols and
your AR-15, which covers pretty much
any day at the range but that “special”
one. Which one? Theres no knowing,
but that's one aspect of the Liberty
cleaning kit that I like. The zippered
case has enough extra room in it to fit
in a few extra tools or supplies, depend-
ing on what you most-often shoot.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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[f youre focused on AR-15s, a
carbon-scraping tool would be a good
addition, along with a few spares like
some gas rings or a Viton O-ring taped
to a business card.

[f you shoot mostly a 9mm pistol,
adding in a section or two for a larger-
diameter cleaning rod to knock out a
stuck bullet would be a once every few
years lifesaver.

[ can even see shotgunners adding in
an extra bore brush to scrub the plastic
from wads out of the bore to clean the
muzzle if you get it jammed into the
mud out hunting.

Why do this? Because while the zip-
pered case is good, the solvent, lube
and grease are excellent. The set makes
the Liberty cleaning kit a package
worth stuffing into your range bag to
rest until it's needed.

[ know some of you are thinking
“Sweeney is OCD when it comes to
cleaning; weve read columns like this

YIS AL S S SIS AL AL IS S S S S S S AL S LSS LSS S S SIS LSS S LSS S S LA S SIS LSS S S S S S S S S S S S S/

The Liberty Lubricants
cleaning kit is a zip-
pered, firm-sided case
that holds a lot. And it
has room for more.

before.” Actually, no. People who know
me would laugh out loud if you said
that. But what I do know is that things
happen at the range.

['m there a lot, and I've lost count of
the "oops” and "oh nos’ that happen.
Like setting up a cool photograph of a
pistol and the small-group target it just
produced, on the shooting bench, only
to have the pistol lemming-like dive off
into the sandy mud. Just wiping it off
for the photo is fine, but it has to have
the bore swabbed out before the next
round of shooting.

No cleaning kit? Then, youre done
for the day.

You only have to have that happen
once to start packing cleaning supplies
in the range bag. With the Liberty kit,
youre set up with a good basic cleaning
kit and can customize it as you need or
wish. Getting excellent cleaning solu-
tions and tools to use them with is a
bonus ... a big bonus. GDTM
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RELOADING BENCH
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Whether in an Excel spreadsheet or in a notebook,
recording your data is invaluable.

friend recently purchased sent him on his way to the range. When = BE DILIGENT

a used rifle—a cool, old my phone rang about 90 minutes later, ~ Fast-forward to the digital age, where
Remington 700 in the clas- ~ my friends elated voice told me all 1 smartphones, voice notes and the evil
sic .280 Remington—which  needed to know—the rifle was shooting  Excel spreadsheet have all helped to
proved to be particularly finicky. He as he wanted it to. Three of those classic ~ displace handwritten notes, the keeping
got his hands on what factory ammu- Noslers were printing groups measuring  of records has been both enhanced and
nition he could find, and the gun just less than %-inch at the 100-yard target =~ diminished equally.
didn't seem happy. It was struggling board, and we had a happy camper on [ was raised working as a land sur-
to print 172 MOA, though the previ- the butt end of the rifle ... all becausea  veyor. In that aspect, [ have a deep and
ous owner had insisted it was a “tack reloader had the wisdom to keep dili- unwavering respect for keeping detailed
driver.” Scratching his head, my pal gent records. and diligent notes, and that undoubted-

asked the previous owner exactly what
ammunition it shot so well, and the

older gentleman proudly told him, "My Keeping diligent, easy-

to-read records of your

handloads” I > handloading efforts
« : p ' - can be a boon not only
Um, sir, do you by any chance hnave | forvor Bl
that data for the rifle you sold me? owners of a particular

firearm.

The gentleman proudly nodded in the
affirmative and ambled off to find “the
book.” Thumbing through the pages,

he stopped on a page that contained

a rather detailed record of the old
timer’s load development, culminating
in the final choice: a 160-grain Nosler
Partition over a load of IMR-4350, all
sparked by a CCI-200 large rifle primer.
Cartridge overall length was also noted,
along with a velocity as suggested by
whatever reloading manual the gent
had used.

My friend brought that data to my
shop. With all those components on-
hand, in a matter of a halt-hour we had
some test loads cobbled together, and I

14| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024 GUNDIGEST.COM



When loading different
projectiles forthe same car-
tridge—such as the 180-grain
Scirocco and 220-grain
Hornady shown here inthe
.300 Winchester Magnum—
it’'s good to keep very specific
notes regarding all aspects of
each load.

With precision tools like
the Redding Micrometer
Adjustable Crimp die, even
more parameters of your
handloaded ammo can be
recorded.

ly carried over to my time as a reloader.
Now, with the technological era having
firmly taken root—even in the reload-
ing world—there are some wonderful
benetits to having these digital tools
and the ability to store our data within
the machines. However, there are very
strong points to be made for keeping

a good, old-tashioned notebook for

all of your reloading experiences and
adventures.

['ve often referred to reloading
manuals as a simple snapshot in time,
or a laboratory report of one particular
rifles interactions with varying com-
binations of bullet, primer, case brand,
and powder type and charge weight. As
serious reloaders know, few—if any—
loads are universal, as the subtleties
involved with the components of the
load and the construction of the rifle
or handgun can play a huge role in the
variations from the listed data in any
manual.

So, its essentially up to the individual
reloader to create their own manual
for the firearms they own and load for.
Keeping detailed records of both suc-
cesses and failures will not only shed
light on the trials and tribulations of
load development, but it will save time
in future endeavors.

What data should we be keeping re-
cords of? I'm glad you've asked.

GUNDIGEST.COM

WHICH NUMBERS MATTER?

Quite obviously, for each cartridge
loaded for, youd want to know the case
brand; primer brand and type; pow-
der brand and charge weight; bullet
brand, make and weight; and seating
depth. I also want to see the number of
times these cases have been fired and/
or trimmed (if at all), and the depth

to which they were trimmed. [ want

to know whether the bullet has been
crimped, whether it was a roll crimp or
taper crimp.

For the long-range crowd, the dou-
ble-rifle shooters or even for the more
picayune reloaders, group size and
velocity measurements taken at each
range session could be recorded, along
with the correlative weather conditions,
including temperature and humidity,
to derive the effects of environmental
factors.

For those who make every etfort to
keep things as consistent as possible,
the lot number of the powder used
might even be recorded.

Those disciples of the long-range arts
are heavily dependent on uniform ve-
locity figures, much more than hunters
who spend the vast majority of our time
inside of 300 yards. To those “reach-
out-and-touch-em™ folks, variations of
25 to 50 fps will make a definite ditfer-
ence out past 1,000 yards.

For the double ritle crowd—who are
aiming for a specific velocity to match
the ammunition with which the rifle

/e
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A properroll crimp—
as shown here on the
hard-kicking .500
Jeffery—requires

a balance of case
length, bullet seating
depth and seating
die setup; detailed
loading notes can
help save timein
setting up the needed
components.

was regulated—you'll often see a sum-
mer load and a winter load developed.
The temperature difference can have a
measurable effect on accuracy and how
well the two barrels throw their shots.
All this information can be entered

into a computer program—I do like
Excel for its ease of layout—but I only
use the electronic means of storing data
as a backup. I still prefer to handwrite
my notes, as it allows me to record my
thoughts and observations without the
confines of a box on a spreadsheet.
And, to me, that notebook is sacred:
the one that has all the reports of tinally

finding the perfect combination, or
has the red letters, "DON’T EVER DO
THAT AGAIN!” GDTM
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01 WOOX Titano

Heirloom looks with state-of-the-art per-
formance, the WOOX Titano stands out in
competition stocks. Tailored for Benchrest
and F-Class shooters, the stock boasts a stun-
ning American walnut stock and an aircraft-
grade aluminum chassis. With a 3-inch fore
and wide barrel channel supporting up to
1.20-inch diameter barrels, it accommodates
large fire tubes common to comp rifles. Fur-
thermore, WOOX’s Suspense weight system
allows you to precisely balance the system
with six 2.5-ounce weights. The buttstock is
fully adjustable for both the length of pull
and cheek rise. Other notables include a
smooth-bottom bag rider butt and Integrated
thumb rests to enhance grip comfort.

MSRP: 5999

- 02 Taylor’s &

Company 1875 Outlaw

Revolver
. A collaboration with Uberti, Taylor’'s & Com-

pany offers up a faithful reproduction of a

. classic Remington single-action, but with
- amodern twist—it's chambered for 9mm.

While no Old West outlaws pitch Parabel-

lum, the modernization effort makes it
easier on contemporary cowboys’ pocket-
books. Availablein 7.5- and 5.5-inch barrel
lengths, the 1875 Outlaw features smooth
walnut grips, a forged blued steel frame,
a rear frame notch and a fixed front blade
sight. Also, the webbed ejector rod helps
the wheelgun cut an unmistakable profile.
It's enough to make Frank James envious.

 MSRP: $698
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. MSRP: $150

- 03 StopBox

Chamber Lock

. New orold, it's wise to stop the unau-
. thorized use of a firearm. That's where

the Chamber Lock comes into play. At

. once, it keeps a firearm safe, yet at hand.
. Constructed from Type Il hard-anodized

6061-T6 aluminum, it features a pat-

ented mechanical hand gesture code
lock, ensuring intuitive use even in low-
light or high-stress situations. The lock
offers six configurable combinations,
expandable to 16 with the Actuator
Accessory Pack, although preset combi-
nations are recommended for optimal
security. Compatible with most AR-15s
and shotguns.

--------------------------

. 04 MTM Case-Gard

Bull Rifle Rest

. Dialing in arifle is the key to a
. solid shooting platform. MTM

Case-Gard provides just this with
its affordable Bull Rifle Rest. With

. an adjustable length between 18.3

and 26 inches, it accommodates

nearly any long-gun you shoulder.
Additionally, the lightweight rest
features slip-free rubber feet and
a wide stance, for a wobble-free
shooting base. And front elevation
adjustments are easily made on
the rest, thanks to a screw system
allowing you to get a rifle or shot-
gun situated just right.

. MSRP: $43

L

GUNDIGEST.COM



OS5 Mission First Tactical
Leather Hybrid Holsters
What a looker! Too bad it’s meant to be kept under
wraps. This Kydex and leather gem offers exact
tolerances, secure retention and easy re-holstering.
Plus, the hanger requires no break-in time com-
pared toits traditional leather cousins. Versatile
for AIWB, IWB or OWB use, it accommodates

right- and left-hand positioning. Additionally, the
American-made hybrids are red-dot compatible
and have an audible “CLICK”whenyou re-holster.

. 06 Ruger Diamond Anniversary

Limited Edition SR1911 Pistol

In celebration of its 75th year, Sturm, Ruger & Company presents
its limited-edition 75th Anniversary Ruger SR1911. This iconic
pistol features a finely detailed, laser-engraved slide and custom
grip panels with intricate scrollwork. Ruger’s CNC-controlled ma-
chining ensures precision, while the classic 1911 fire control and
positive barrel lockup enhance accuracy. You'll have to act fast
on these beauties, only 750 units are being produced in 2024,
and each pistol bears the special R75 serial number prefix and
ships in a marked case with two stainless-steel magazines.

MSRP: $70

PEROONAL DEFENSE

R

2 ¥ R

s?;’

HYDRA

SHOK

E.?E'EP
GRAIN

MSRP: 51,800

. 07 Federal Premium Hydra-

Shok Deep .32 Auto

In the day and age of deep carry, good ol’ .32 ACPis
making a bit of a comeback. Federal Premium is sup-
porting its renaissance with the introduction of Hydra-
Shok Deep in the pocket caliber. Rigorous testing and
stringent manufacturing processes ensure superb accu-
racy and consistent ballistic performance of this ammo.
Furthermore, the notched copper jacket of the Hydra-
Shok bullet ensures consistent controlled expansion and
adequate stoppmg power tngger pull in and out

MSRP: 535 box of 20

/s
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The M1903 would serve alongside the M1 rifle in WWII, in
both the M1903 configuration like the author’s rifle or, in
the later, mass-produced M1903A3 model.

he M1903 Springtield is one

of those guns that just about

every shooter knows, and for

the most part, it needs no in-
troduction on these pages. Its certainly
not the last bolt action rifle issued to
American forces, though to truly ap-
preciate it you must understand just
how advanced this rifle was at the time
it was introduced.

What follows here is the story of
not just the M 1903, but the significant
thinking that spawned concepts we
now use today. The rifle was on the
edge of technological advancement in
its day, and it was called to do some
incredible things ... including trans-
forming into a semi-automatic, pistol-
caliber rifle.

GUNDIGEST.COM

THE PRETENDER

TAKES THE THRONE

[n the turmoil and uncertainty of the
late Industrial Revolution, most of the
worlds great powers were in an era of
colonial expansion. The threats they
encountered ranged from hostile na-
tives to forces with similar or better
technology. These were the days before
tanks, drones, missiles and all sorts of
modern horrors. The horse and saber
were still in regular use, and forces were
just as likely to meet a violent end at
the tip of African spears as they were
machine gun fire in some places in the
world.

The British were dominating entire
mounted armies with just a few Maxim
guns that cut down thousands of men
in mere minutes. America, like the rest,
sought to expand its influence into the
Philippines and the Gulf of Mexico in

A historic gem still
capable of producing
Impressive results.

a war against Spain. While American
military intervention was likely not the
best course of action against a better-
prepared foe, our country went anyway
and found that boldness was a bandage,
not a cure, for their obvious technologi-
cal shortcomings.

American forces fought against the
Spanish in Cuba with the Krag rifle,
a gun that was inferior in design. The
Germans, Russians and British all had
stripper clip-fed magazine rifles, all
of which were obviously better than
the slow loading, underpowered Krag
and its .30-40 cartridge. The American
military mind at the time was regres-
sive; many of the officers in charge of
procurement had kept the single-shot
Trapdoor Springtield in .45-70 until
the last minute, while European powers
were already fielding belt-fed machine
guns.
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SPRINGFIELD M1903 MARK 1 //JOSH WAYNER

The Spanish had the Mauser rifle in
7mm—a cartridge thats still theoreti-
cally relevant judging by how the 6.8
and 7mm bores are being reevaluated
today. The Spanish Mauser was a wake-
up call to the American military, and
an immediate response was issued that
demanded the same performance ...
and a more powerful cartridge.

And this is where things get a bit
muddy. Instead of designing a totally
new rifle or looking at European car-
tridges, the American government es-
sentially ripped off Mauser and copied
the design with a hilariously small
amount of alteration. Copying someone
elses homework is usually cool with
the teacher as long as you dont write
it word for word, but the American
government simply didn't care and, sure
enough, they lost an international law-
suit and had to pay the Mauser com-
pany what was a fortune at the time.

To make it worse, the original car-
tridge, the .30-03, was an immediately

The ejection port for the small, .30-caliber cases
ison the side of the main M1903 receiver. Note

that the author’s example was re-arsenaled to
standard M1903 configuration, and by this time the
Pedersen Device was already in the trash.

outdated round-nose design, making it
inferior to all the European cartridges
of the time, which were all "pointed” or
spitzer versions. Few .30-03 rifles exist
today, and they're very valuable: The
government converted all rifles in in-
ventory to the new .30-06 cartridge.

Now, with a suitably advanced bolt
action, America was ready for what
came next.

The prewar years were easy on the
M1903. It was used in military actions,
some of questionable legitimacy, in
Mexico and in South America. The rifle
performed very well, and the design
was well known to be very accurate and
lethal. This time period saw calvary
troopers with bolt-action rifles, lever
actions, automatic pistols, revolvers and
all sorts of varied attempts to integrate
these new systems.

George Patton cut his teeth in these
conflicts, as did other famous names
like Pancho Villa and Gen. Persh-
ing—all deeply associated with the early

IS IS S S AL LSS LSS S S S S S AT S S S S LSS LSS S SIS LSS LIS SIS SIS SIS S S S LSS S S SIS S S S S S S S S S S SSSSSSSSSAY.

history of the M1903. All this romanti-
cism would soon end, and the era of
colonial adventurism would take a sour
turn as European brothers turned their
new guns toward each other instead

of joining forces to continue conquer-
ing the world and spreading industrial
civilization.

The most “civilized™ nations on Earth
would rip each other to pieces and send
an entire generation of young men to
death in the mud. American forces
entered this horror with the M 1903 in
hand, an already outdated rifle but with
no good replacement on the horizon.
Automatic rifles were the next thing,
but that need wouldn't be met until mil-
lions of lives had already been lost.

ALEGACY OF ATTEMPTED
INNOVATION

What people often fail to realize was
that the M 1903 was probably the most
accurate, reliable and advanced bolt
gun of its day, but it struggled because
it largely wasn't meant for the terrain
and style of fighting that occurred in
the war. The armies were uniformly
armed with what amounted to target
rifles geared for long-range use in open
spaces.

Most of the wars fought up until this
point, from an American point of view,
were dynamic with high levels of move-
ment ... such as in the running battles
fought in Mexico. Slow-firing, highly

The M1903
Mark 1 had a char-
acteristic post-WW1
swept bolt handle.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The latest innovation from the makers of The World’s Finest Triggers

Timney's engineers worked tirelessly to design a trigger that fits in as many AK variants as possible
by engineering three key features that set this trigger apart. The AK Drop-In is exactly as the name
states: a complete, 100% drop-in, cassette style unit. The trigger features an adjustable screw to
match existing rifle’s safety levers, allowing the trigger to fit multiple variants. Finally, it’s secured
in the housing using four set screws that mechanically bind the trigger to the receiver, similar to
Timney’s AR offerings.

With a pull weight of 3.5 pounds, the new Timney AK trigger delivers an
exceptionally smooth, crisp, single-stage trigger pull, and features a
curved trigger shoe.

AK TRIGGER AT A GLANCE;

*+ 3.5 Ib. pull weight * Precision machined from premium materials

* Nonadjustable * 100% drop-in, no gunsmith needed
» Single stage * Made in the USA

Engineered for excellence and impeccably
Compatible with Bulgarian, Chinese, East German, Hungarian, Korean, Polish, machined, this trigger was designed to
Romanian, Russian, Serbian, United States, and Yugoslavian AKM's. bring your AK experience to new heights.
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SPRINGFIELD M1903 MARK 1 //JOSH WAYNER

accurate bolt action rifles were ideal for
that version fighting, but in the trenches,
the rifles were used largely in frontal at-
tacks: large artillery shells and gas were
the leading cause of casualties ... next to
machine guns. The individual soldier was
literally outgunned and had to rely on
the bayonet if things got close, and close
combat was a norm inside the trenches.

Variations on the M 1903 began to pop
up, including versions with extended
magazines, suppressors and optics. These
designs had been tested, and it’s believed
that there were suppressed M 1903 sniper
rifles in use as early as 1916 in Mexico.
“Periscope’ rifles were also developed to
safely shoot from inside a trench.

Yet, for all this, the M 1903 was still a
powerful bolt-action rifle, and the need
to increase firepower was of utmost
importance. Many designs were in the
works, such as the Thompson subma-
chine gun, but they would arrive too
late to make a difference. To bridge the
gap and provide the individual soldier
with an appropriate weapon for all uses,
the M 1903 was looked at as the base for
a wild concept: converting a powerful
bolt-action rifle into a semi-auto, pistol-
caliber rifle—with the ability to simply
switch back and forth.

As strange as it sounds, this is exactly

what happened.

THE PEDERSEN DEVICE
While it appears in video games and
media occasionally, the Pedersen De-
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vice was very rare—even when it was
introduced. The concept was suppos-
edly going to be adapted to other rifles,
such as the Mosin Nagant (interestingly
enough, Mosin rifles were made in
America as well as Russia), and it was
intended to be included as a complete
system for infantry ritles. This never
happened, and it's extremely unlikely
that the devices ever saw combat.

The idea behind this device was that
a group of soldiers could attack and
defend with greater effectiveness at
close distance, while at the same time
being able to fight at longer ranges
with full-power cartridges. Because
the Springtield rifle is .30 caliber, the
device used a special cartridge that
originated in America, the 7.62x20mm.
[ts better known by its metric designa-
tion because France actually adopted it
after the war and used it well into the

Vietnam era.
The idea that soldiers could hold

ground better with these underpowered

pistol rounds is dubious at best, but it
demonstrated that there was a general
need for something of an in-between
cartridge that was able to be tired in ri-
fles but had a weight savings and capac-
ity advantage. Many attempts would be
made over the next decades, until the
first true intermediate rounds were de-
veloped by the Nazis with the 8x33mm
for the STG44, making it the first true
“assault rifle” that eventually antiquated
many full-size rifles.

= W e W
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The Springfield rear sight is advanced yet simple,
affording the shooter four aiming points either as
U-notch or peep sight, and it even incorporated
spin drift. Outside of an optical sight, this rear sight
is about as good as it gets for the era.

The M1903 features a
magazine cutoff switch—
aninteresting idea, but it

was a holdover from the
old school of thinking. A
soldier would load five in
the magazine, activate
the cutoff, then single
feed individual rounds on
top of the magazine to
save ammunition.

- -

_____
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Savage has outfitted the industry’s most accurate long range rifles—the new Precision Series—uwith premium upgrades. The goal?
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[n the meantime, the concept of the
Pedersen and its small .30-caliber car-
tridge led to the thinking behind the
M1 Carbine and its own .30 Carbine
cartridge, which proved to be a far more
successful product that saw plenty of use
... despite better options existing.

Since the concept was largely unviable,
production ended about as soon as it
began, and most Pedersen Devices were
destroyed or lost to time. Surviving ex-
amples are very rare, commanding prices
upward of $60,000. Rifles that were
designed to use the Pedersen Device are
a separate evolution of the M1903 and
carry the designation "MARK 1.

The number of Mark 1 rifles manufac-
tured is up for some debate. Some esti-
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The M1903 loads from five round stripper clips
in the exact same way that Mauserriflesdo ...
because it’s a Mauser.

total M 1903 production, but in my own
research and my two decades as a CMP
shooter and collector, I've only come
across one of these rifles in original, but
re-arsenaled, condition ... and its in this
article.

There are definite discrepancies in
the serial number ranges and apparent
numbers that are on the market, and
more than that, [ estimate that 99 per-
cent of these rifles had their altered parts
swapped in for standard M 1903 parts by
the military. In other words, collecting
these rifles is a crapshoot. The only real

mates place them as high as 10 percent of

way to get close is to check for the Mark
1 stamping and, of course, the telltale
ejection port cut in the left side of the
receiver.

The number of these rifles available
today is quite small, and their value is
extremely subjective. My rifle retains
most of the original parts, including the
smooth Mark 1 trigger. That trigger alone
is worth a good amount. I replaced it in
my gun with a standard serrated M 1903
trigger, knowing [ was going to shoot it
in CMP matches. My rifle was original
and even had the original cosmoline,
rust-inhibiting wax wrapper.

[ bought the rifle for a song because
it was encased in a hardened layer of
said cosmoline, and the owner thought
it was trash. [ had to keep a straight
face after examining it, because it was
worth easily four times what I paid.
The cosmo layer only took me an af-

ternoon to remove, and I found

that the rifle was in un-issued
condition with a 1919-dated
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LOADING
THEM LIKE
ELMER

I’'m a big fan of reading the works of El-
mer Keith, as I’'m sure many of you are as
well. Keith spoke highly of the old .30-
06 loads in heavy weights, such as the
220-grain round-nose loaded at around
2,400 feet. He describes this load in
many of his books, and it is, in fact, an
easy load to replicate today to original
specs. I've shot this load a bunch, and

| think it’s one of the most fun to fire in
a period M1903 rifle, much in the same
way that firing 160-grain round-nose
bullets in a 6.5x55 Swedish Mauser is.
Hornady makes a great 220-grain
round-nose bullet that’s perfect for
loading invintage replica .30-06 loads.
There are three powders that really get
this load shooting well: Hodgdon HIO00
at 60 grains, H4350 at 52 grains, and
Varget at 45 grains in Remington brass.
(Note: Always use caution and refer to
the Hodgdon data when loading—don’t
take my word for it.)

barrel that corresponded to the serial
number, meaning it was likely this bar-
rel was original to the receiver. Of note,
the presence of a wrapper on the gun
and the fact that mine has a standard *S”
stock with correct acceptance stamps (no
ejection port cut) proves that it was a re-
arsenaled gun.

[n my experience, the Mark 1 vari-
ants are exceedingly difficult to find. The
receiver markings are valuable on their
own, even if the rest of the rifle is un-
original, the special receiver can add as
much as $1,000 on top of the base 1903
value. My rifle in this article would sell
for around $3,000 given that it retains
many of the original Mark 1 small parts
but has a later Parkerized finish, as op-
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Remington UMC 150-grain loads are great for general use in the
M1903. Hornady’s M1 Garand 168-grain match load is excellent

and very accurate. If you want some great, traditional hunting
fun, load the 220-grain Hornady bullets with Hodgdon powder.

posed to the glossy black common to
truly original guns. A complete rifle with
original finish would be valued at some-
where around $5,000.

Now, could an enterprising man sim-
ply buy the correct small parts and add
them to his Mark 1 receiver? Sure, and
few would know any different because
most of these guns were re-arsenaled
in the interwar years, much like mine.
You should exercise caution at these
prices. If youre looking for an original,
it should have the straight *S” stock with
two crossbolts, correct Mark 1 stamp-
ing, ejection port cut and slightly swept
bolt handle. Finding rifles with original
triggers designed for alternating between
bolt action and semi auto are rare, and,
as | mentioned, [ swapped mine out to
prevent it from getting damaged.

THE MI903 MARK 1IN ACTION

[ts extremely likely that I'm the first
person outside of the arsenal to fire this
rifle. As a result, I'm able to tully as-
sess what a 105-year-old rifle was truly
capable of. I found that, off the bench,
the Mark 1 rifle was capable of easily
holding 1.5-inch groups using modern

Hornady 168-grain M1 Garand match
loads. For comparison, my Fulton Ar-
mory M1 rifle, essentially a new gun in
all respects that matter, is capable of the

same accuracy with the same ammuni-
tion. I shot both the Fulton M1 and the

Mark 1 rifle at the 2023 Camp Perry
National Matches and took a silver and
bronze, respectively.

Ammunition in the 150-grain class is
substantially more comfortable to fire
in the Mark 1. My personal favorite is
the Remington UMC load; it’s afford-
able and able to print groups around 2
inches for 10 shots at 100 yards. In fact,
its my go-to load for this rifle, being
that I really only shoot iron sights out
to 300 yards.

['m extremely impressed with the
craftsmanship of the ritle overall, and
the ammunition was the limiting tac-
tor in the day. A Camp Perry legend
and record set in 1921 by Bob Farr
was done with an off-the-rack M1903.
He shot 71 consecutive bulls-eyes at a
staggering 1,000 yards until the com-
ing darkness of night made him stop.
This feat has never been bested, and his
overall record still stands. GDTM

The M1903 Mark 1 rifle.
Sling by J. Berlin slings.
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RISE Drop-In Triggers are renowrid for
their feel, control, and speed. They allow
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COLLECTIBLE BUT USABLE // PATRICK SWEENEY
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The author’s two P6s—the
one in the blue plastic box

dates from January 1980,
while the other dates from
December 1995.

The West German LE surplus S1g P6

t was the early 1970s, and Eu- issued a request for a new sidearm, and ~ were single-stack 9mm pistols, and that
ropean police forces had a new it was to be in 9mm Parabellum. HK was considered a big step up by the po-
problem: terrorists. Those LE of-  offered up the PSP (which we know as lice forces (compared to packinga .32
ficers had a miscellaneous assem-  the P7), and Walther offered up a newly  Auto, any of them would be). All three
blage of .32s and .380s in their armories  built P38 with a shorter barrel, dubbed ~ were approved, and each law enforce-
... while the bad guys were starting to the "P5." In-between, the tasking au- ment agency or administrative state was
use 9mm SMGs. thority dubbed the Sig entry as the P6,  free to purchase and issue any of them.
Not good. the model we know as the P225. The P5 (P38) wasnt popular, and the P7
So, the West German Federal police All of the new pistols accepted for use  (HK) was the more expensive one, so
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most states bought Pé6s.

RISING TO THE TOP
The P6 is basically a pared-down
single-stack P226, or a compact P220.

[ts smaller and lighter than either, and
since it has a single-stack magazine, it’s

easier to grasp for those with smaller
hands. Its a traditional double-action
system, trigger-cocking on the first
shot and with the hammer cocked by

The older one, with
the slide markings

of the German State
that bought it, and

the acceptance date.
Also note the importer
and that the barrel is
marked with the last
three digits of the se-
rial number.

This had to be one

of the last P6s the
State of Nordrhein-
Westfalen, bought in
December of 1995,

30| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

The special hammer
spur, with the notch
that lets the police
armorers know when
a pistol has been
dropped onits ham-
mer. Before you laugh,
the Germans aren’t
the only ones with per-
snickety regulations.

the slide on subsequent shots. Theres a
hammer-dropping safety lever on the
left side, and this safely lowers the ham-
mer after it has been cocked. Manu-
factured in Eckernforde, Germany, at
the J.P. Sauer plant (which Sig bought a
controlling interest in so theyd qualify
for contracts), most German states pur-
chased the P6 due to it costing less than
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the other two pistols.

One interesting detail found on
the P6 pistols, and not on the P225
pistols, is the hammer. The German
police standards called for a special
hammer, where the rowel of the spur
has a notch cut through it. This is the
Detormationssporn, or "deformation
spur. It exists for one purpose only: to
determine if the pistol in question has
been dropped and fell on its hammer. If
that happened, the spur would be bent
and not be bendable back—uh-oh. The
obsession with pistols being dropped,
especially on the hammer, is a mystery,
but once something is written into the
specs, its there until the end of time.

The P6 trigger pulls are reported to
be heavier than the P225s exported to
the U.S., but [ don't have a representa-
tive sample to check. I also don't know

GUNDIGEST.COM
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~ Both of the author’s cember of 1995, the new standard for
kol ) police pistols had been adopted, and
Sig Sauer name and the P6 was on the way out.
C'\g;d;g:g:lrg;gs The grips are the same between the
were marked on the P6 and the original P225. as are the
nghtside wne"®>2  magazines and internals. They dif-
fer only in markings. However, when
Sig went and updated the P225 to the
P225A1, they changed the magazines
and pretty much everything else. The
P6/P225 magazine has a reputation of
having feed lips that dont like to always
be loaded. Over time, they'll wear, and
if this was due to the West German be. It happened to be the most popu- this causes failures to feed.
police wanting to reduce ADs, or that lous state in West Germany (now all of We Americans expect (and get) mag-
they had to deal with harder primers, Germany), half again as many people as  azines that can be left loaded literally
or Americans wouldn't put up with a either of the next two. (No big surprise ~ for decades and still work. The Euro-
heavier trigger pull. Mine isn't bad at there. Its the state encompassing the pean police departments usual process
all Rhine-Ruhr industrial area.) is for an officer to be issued his pistol,

One aspect of the Sig design (that And, clearly, they used them; by De- ~ magazines and ammo when he reports

created part of the lower cost) was

the slide manufacture. The slide was a
heavy (really thick gauge) steel stamp-
ing, with the muzzle end block welded
to it, and the breechblock pinned into
it. The earliest P226s are built like this,
as well as the early P220. The feed ramp
of the barrel was designed to be best-
feeding for FMJ ammunition (cant
have any of those nasty JHPs now, can
we?), and some report that their P6s

don't like JHPs. Neither of mine has
ever noticed.

TWO, BUT DIFFERENT

[ actually have two, and they came in
different boxes. One came in a fiber-
board box, looking very commercial,
and the other in a hinged hard plastic
(blue) box, apparently the standard po-
lice issue box. This is where collecting
can come in. Both boxes had the name
of the officer to whom they were issued
(last names of Kurio and Schaniejel).
And my two came in through two dit-
ferent importers: PW Arms and Cen-
tury Armes.

They also span most of the period of
issue. The older one has a “proofmark;
or acceptance date, stamped on it of
1/80, while the other is stamped 12/95.
Both came from the German state of
Nordrhein-Westfalen, and a lot of the
ones you'll see (if you go looking) will
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for duty, load up, go to work, finish his
shift, unload and turn it all in. In that
process, who would notice a problem?
A magazine feed lip that doesnt like to
be loaded for years? They stay loaded
eight hours at a time ... no problem
here.

Well, Sig updated the magazine
design, and it'll withstand American
use, but it's not, alas, compatible with

the old P6/P225 (rats!). Grips dont

(Above left) The slide
is proofmarked on the
bottom of the nose,
and the two P6s the
author has sport dif-
ferent proof houses
marks. Why? Who
knows.

(Left) The breech-
block, a separate
machined piece of
steel, is pinned into the
stamped, heavy-gauge
steel slide.

The giveaway for the
pinned-in breechblock
isthe joint on the top
of the slide. Later Sig
slides, machined from
solid, do not have this.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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interchange, nor do much of any other
parts. So, if you need to repair or want to
upgrade, you need to be very careful, as a
lot of sellers don't know or care between
P225 and P225A1 parts.

The West German P6s were marked as

to the state that bought them, and mine
are marked with the date of manufacture

and the state on the right side of the slide,

along with the last three digits of the
serial number. They dont have the com-
mercial Sig markings, while the P225

imports do. However, the P6s are marked

on the left side of the slide, and the left
side of the barrel chamber: “Sig Sauer”’
They also have the German-law required

proof marks, and here things get interest-

ing for my pair.

The slide nose undersurface is the usu-
al place to mark them, and the markings
on mine differ. Youd think, with the P6s
being built at one plant, and in this case
with them being purchased by Nordrhe-
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\ FV ARMS REDMOND WA

a—— officer’s name on the lid, hand-written

The older of the author’s two guns
came inthe “proper” LE plastic box,
with a spare magazine and the issued

on an adhesive label.

W

in- Westfalen, that the proofmarks would
be the same. Nope. More collectibility

variance. The surplus ones will, of course,

have markings from the importer, most
of which were through Century Arms
[nternational, but not all.

CALCULATED RARITY
You may wonder why you don't see (or

didn't back when they were coming into
the U.S.) many of the P5, P6 and P7 pis-

tols. What I've been told is this: When
the standards changed back in the mid
1990s, the states (each German state is
like a U.S. State with their own respon-
sibilities and authorizations, etc.) were
told by the Federal government they
could get new pistols from the new list.
And the Federal government would
trade them, one-for-one, or whatever
they needed, provided they traded the
old ones in.

[f they didn't trade them in, then

theyd have to purchase new ones out
of their own budget, and the old ones
would have to be disposed of within
the requirements of the very strict Ger-
man laws concerning firearms. Taking
the easy way, they just handed them
over and got new ones.

Some states didn', or they at least
tried a few lots of test sales, and thats
how we got the ones we got. This
amounted to tens of thousands of Pés,
but not the whole lot of them. Still,
theyre common enough and less ex-
pensive (curiously) than the P225 or
P225A1, so if you want to get into col-
lecting easily and without breaking the
bank, this is one place to start.

[ tested mine when I first got them
and found that they were, not surpris-
ingly, just like all the other Sigs I'd shot
up to that point: accurate, reliable, easy
to take apart and clean, and resemble a
Sig (which is a good look). I seriously

GUNDIGEST.COM
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ACCURACY AVG.
(INCHES)

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

AMMUNITION WEIGHT (GR.) VELOCITY -

SlG P6 Magtech FMJ 15 1,005 127 2.0
e : Armscor FMJ 124 1,094 12.6 25
/{PE: Hammer-fired
semi-automatic Black Hills FMJ 124 1,098 15.0 2.5
IER: 9mm Parabellum Asym JHP 115 1,009 8.7 2.0
“APACITY: 8+1 rounds Hornady FTX 115 1,107 17.9 2.0

i % 2 9inches Accuracy results were to be averages of three, five-shot groups at 50 yards off a Champion shooting rest. Velocities

ENGTH: 6.9 inches
WEIGHT: 31 ounces
FINISH: Blued steel, anodized aluminum
GRIPS: Plastic

'S: Notch and post

TRIGGER: 8 pounds, 12 ounces DA; 4
pounds, 6 ounces SA

considered using one as an everyday
carry pistol, but the background on the
magazines was just enough to give me

are averages of 10 shots measured on a Labradar chronograph set toread 15 feet from the muzzle

the risk?

[ could load up a magazine and leave
it loaded for a few years (I have tests
like that going on right now; the longest
one is up to 14 years), but [ can't trust it
until [ know and thats years away. Plus,
it the test magazine does fail, I've just
thrashed one of a very few I have.

So, mine are range queens and teach-
ing pistols for new shooters. The grip is
big enough to hold, but small enough

to be managed by shooters with small

with, the SA trigger pull is plenty nice
enough and yet not too light. And
either are accurate enough that a new
shooter who pays attention will hit
what they've aimed at.

Collectible, but usable, suitable for
teaching new shooters, but fun to shoot
for the experienced. It uses standard
O9mm ammunition (unlike some his-
torical pieces I have in the safe) and
doesnt mangle the brass. Made by the
Swiss in Germany for Germans, but

now here in America. What's not to
like? GDTM

pause. It may be true, or it may take
years to happen, but who wants to run

SIG

i o,
" h:'*_‘

hands. While the DA pull is more
than I'd want a new shooter to struggle
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The P365is a very modular system that
can accept a wide number of accessories.
Superstition Concealment made the styl-
ish camo holster and mag holder.

WATCHING

The growing demand to equip defensive
handguns with red-dot sights.
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he rapid proliferation of red-
dot sights on pistols has truly
been something to watch.
Not many years ago, the first
attempts were made (usually by tinker-
ers) to integrate compact optical sights
into pistol slides. The Trijicon RMR was
probably the first of these "micro” dots

that was added to pistol slides directly ...

not as part of a frame “race gun’ mount.
[n doing my research, a few people can
claim to be among the first to try it, but I
couldnt find any evidence that it was the
unique idea of any one individual.

[n fact, the RMR models at the time
werent expressly designed to go on pis-
tols, and some, including my own dual

GUNDIGEST.COM

illuminated model, ended up back at the
factory for repairs from being battered.
What I can say now is that the trend in
the industry is decidedly in favor of dots
on handguns.

CLOSED VS. OPEN EMITTER

Many types of dots exist on the market
today. For the sake of simplicity, 'm not
going to get too technical here and use
all the marketing jargon to describe these
products. Electronic sights, mini reflex,
compact weapon aiming display, space
laser, etc.—for our purposes, I'll refer to
them as "dots” from here on out. Basi-
cally, its what were dealing with: All of
these sights accomplish the same goal at

the end of the day.

At this point, we have two basic styles
of dots.

The mainstay for a long time has been
the “"open” emitter style. This is a forward
lens that has a dot projected onto it. The
emitter projecting the dot, usually a small
LED or the like, is literally open to the air.
Examples of this type of dot include the
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ism here, if one could call the open emitter
style “classic.” Somehow, my favorite 1911
looks and feels strange with a closed-emit-
ter sight. The blocky appearance doesnt
flow with the lines and it seems out of
place; however, were talking about an over
asamplingof  100-year-old design thats also dressed up
P365slideoptions.  with a flashlight and suppressor. I leave
Unfortunately, _
thesedotsareun-  the aesthetic quandary here to the better
abletobemoved  qualified, but [ may just have to get used
from slide to slide : _ ,
rterchangeatly: 0O it: Closed-emitterdotsare, in general,
Different “foot-  superior to their open-emitter brethren.
prints” make it so i :
fhatyen muekrave A major and constant issue | have
adifferentcutfor  with open-emitter sights is cleanliness
eachtype. . oot ors , >
and reliability. Functionally, I've never
had an issue with an RMR. In the field,
well, thats another story. You could argue
that the RMR wasnt designed as a pistol
hunting sight—but it is to me and many
other people. I find it to have changed my
handgun hunting game at 50 yards and in,
and the tiny 1 MOA dot I use is both fast
and precise.

For concealed carry, I have also moved
to an enclosed-emitter sight. In years past,
Holosun had a bit of a “cheap” reputa-
tion and a somewhat ifty appearance as
opposed to the clean, refined lines of the

RMR. But that has changed, and there are
Enclosing a red-dot sight is a sensible option to s b cant ad e d
keep it clean. While blockier, it (center) offers some SOINE SIgNICANt advances being madec,

advantages over open emitter sights. Note that such as cost for features. I like things that
the overall sizes of these dots are similar, but each ; ;
work at any price point, and yes, the new

offers something different for the end user.

NN - )

"i* |
ve ,

. — —

TR, R

A o o o o o e | |

. B61SL00ZTUORANNVD Sd3

RMR. Despite being common and more
minimalist in approach, [ dont think
theyre the "best” ones out there today, as

more technology has become available in .h
this smaller footprint.

The next type is closed emitter. As A\ &
you can probably deduce, the emitter is | '
enclosed within the body of the sight;
front and rear lenses completely protect
the internals. Now, this is a relatively new
type of sight coming to handguns ... and
not everyone is excited about them. For
starters, these sights tend to be blocky and
large. The RMR is such a common sight
on pistols that we have become collec-
tively used to seeing it, and it can be a bit
jarring to see something so large and in-
dustrial looking on the slide of a handgun.
Trijicon recently released the RCR, and
while I like it, its chunky and a little clunky
... despite being the same footprint as the
more svelte RMR.

['m not really hung up on traditional-
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(Left) The full-size RCR is a staggering $849 suggested retail
RMR is the author’s old .

buddy and has been prlce.

used for countless The EPS line from Holosun is half the
rounds. The 1911 in

45 ACP, especially cost across the board, and for general-car-

suppressed,isaneasy  ry-gun use they are very solid and reliable.
gunonoptics, andit’s Clisad ; : ol
P osed emitters 1n carry guns are excellent
the gun. choices in that they protect the emitter
from sweat and lint, as well as have a bet-
ter degree of protection against fogging,
An added bonus is that the lens surfaces
are easy to wipe clean—you dont have to
LT Helosin e s g0 digging around in the sight to wipe the
alarge and ever-ex- interior lens or try to get crud out of the

anding range of dots :
fo,_ pistils Tghey.re emitter so you can see the dot.

relatively inexpensive,
rugged and often have

cutting-edge features. DOTS AND LIGHTING

Another real and distinct advantage of
(Below left) Sig's a closed emitter is that its much easier
dot sight came from to use in low light. This is subjective, so
the factory mounted , :
e iyl Tz dont quote me here as gospel. I find that
least costly at retail the “tube’ style is easier to align and is
and is slightly harder : : R
to get used to than significantly less prone to washout from
the others, offering external light sources than an open-

no physical buttons. : e
The integration of emitter dot. [ also find that, while it does

inexpensive dot sights ~ somewhat obscure more of your visual

will likely become hl - [ ] : f “h ’[”
standard on factory darea wnile aiming, 1 rarety have to nun

pistols soon. for the dot. This all depends on circum-
(Bottomn left) The stances, but having done a lot of night
RMRccisagreatlitte  shooting with artificial lighting I can say

sight. Just as rugged :
< the fullsive model. that dots can be very finicky.

the CC variant can A main consideration for all dots is

SURNE S S En DU washout, and I fervently believe in com
use. The optic cut on > b B

thiswasn'tdoneatthe  plementary irons on a self-defense pistol.

factory. The RMRcc ; , :
i doneniialioiogr B [t you have a bright light on your pistol,

Sig, so the cut was in a closed space that light projecting

done on a factory slide .
by Wapie leaf Elres on the wall is enough to wash out your

arms of Celina, Texas. vision, making the dot seemingly disap-
They do fine work. . :
pear. If you have a bright dot for daytime

THE FUTURE OF
PISTOL OPTICS

| say this with decent clarity and confidence: In the next

five years, we’ll see most pistols (and revolvers) not just made to
accept dot sights—but also including them as standard from the
factory. Classic models like the 1911 will, at some point, be offered
with some sort of standardized optics base. Pistol optics are going
through a teething phase at this stage, with many brands compet-
ing to be the dominant footprint. We saw this a while back with
KeyMod versus M-Lok, and the latter prevailed on the mass mar-
ket. It’ll be interesting to see what this “standard” interface will be
and what sort of innovation will happen in its confines.
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Old meets ... old? The 1911 platform can look a bit funky with a red-dot mounted, but flashlights and sup-

/Y

3 IR - ~—————

S4E044823

pressors have been added to the classic warhorse for decades. The Military Arms Corporation pistol (be-
low) is a nearly perfect replica of the Joint Special Operations Command Special Forces 1911s. At the time
people were tinkering with them, dot sights just didn’t exist in this capacity, so these had custom adjust-
able sights put on as well as other accuracy modifications. Times do change, but a Black Hills 230-grain
FMJis always a good choice ... no matter how modified your 1911 is.

use, it may be so bright in the dark that

it completely obscures your lens. Doing
drills with various dots in various light
conditions has shown me that they can be
a liability when you don't have the right
brightness settings or various external
lighting conditions.

50,000 ROUNDS OF
HARD LESSONS
['ve shot the absolute heck out of my
pistol dots, and [ was an early adopter of
this type of pistol sight mostly because I
wanted an edge in pistol hunting. It turns
out you can stretch these sights pretty far.
['ve landed hits (but not consistently ...
thats a long shot) at 400 and 500 yards
with dot pistols. That said, 200 yards on
an IDPA silhouette is possible with a
decent pistol with a 1-3 MOA dot. You
dont have to be a trick shot these days
to take advantage of off-the-shelf equip-
ment. In fact, its stunningly easy to do.

Confidence building is something that
dot sights are, without a doubt, great at
cultivating. The learning curve of iron
sights can be steep, and having a very
easily adjustable floating dot in place of
irons cuts down the learning curve expo-
nentially.

Younger people are now growing up

44| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

with this type of sight as commonplace,
which was the same with iron sights a
couple generations ago. Virtually all of
my friends now carry with dots on their
pistols, and many have integrated them
into their hunting pistols in place of
traditional tube scopes. The 10mm Auto
is still gaining popularity as an outdoor
chambering, and dot sights are helping
to turn people on to look in its direction.
Something about a 6-inch 1911 in 10mm
with a dot sight zeroed for 100 yards just
makes me giddy ... and thats coming
from an avowed .45 ACP man. [rons will
always have their place, but I cant deny
how quickly people gain proficiency on

any gun using a simpler aiming system.

TRUICON RMR
[ began using the open-emitter style
in the RMR years ago. [ have the most
rounds on the RMR, and I've owned
four: one dual illuminated, two LED ver-
sions and one RMRcc. In that time, ['ve
fired a combined total of about 35,000
rounds with them mounted on both
pistols and as a piggyback on arifle. I've
carried the RMRcc daily on my P365.
The main RMR use I have under my
belt is on the 1911 in .45 ACP, both
suppressed and with all sorts of ammo

Far o T .
il e g b g

T

types. In years past, I shot this gun heav-
ily, mostly with handloads. I've had to
replace the recoil spring twice, but every
other part has held up to the abuse. The
RMR has held up to some severe abuse.
['ve bounced it against rocks and its worn
some mud, got it rained and snowed on,
shot it in classes spending 500 rounds

a day nonstop—and ['ve come to com-
pletely trust its reliability. The RMR is the
real deal, and while its an open-emitter
sight, its just so damn good that [ cant
bring myself to say it has any disadvan-
tage, despite it wearing arguably outdated
technology as compared to closed-emit-
ter functionality.

SIG ELECTRO-OPTICS
ROMEOZERO

Sig Sauer has been pushing the limits
on many of their designs these days and
have come out with some really nice
stuff, but based on some of the features,
beware that its not for everyone. I shot
the RomeoZero on a P365 slide as shown
in the accompanying photos, and [
promptly put 2,000 rounds through. I'm
not a fan of the "tap to program’ feature,
nor do [ like the “shake awake” style of

GUNDIGEST.COM
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Firearms Lifestyle!

Now in its 78th edition, the 2024 Gun Digest still reigns as “The World's
Greatest Gun Book!” Rifles, handguns, shotguns, ammo, optics,
muzzleloaders ... if it has anything to do with guns and shooting, you'll find
it here. Written and edited by the industry’s leading writers and experts, this
is the book that every firearms fanatic needs. Get yours today!
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Suppressor use has doubtlessly increased red-dot acceptance on handguns.
Taller sights became standard on many models that were deemed “suppres-
sor ready” and when red dots became popular, people found that these tall
irons worked in tandem with the dots. Sometimes things just work out for the
best.
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activation ... but for some shooters, | ' .

realize its a major asset. [ prefer buttons

a—ar a0
Y ol
PN

in my car; I'm not a man who enjoys about 5,000 rounds with this sight, and
touch screens, and I got the same feel practice with it at every range trip to keep
with the RomeoZero. I want to choose my skills up. It is, hands-down, the most
the controls manually—I came to real- easy-to-use micro dot I've shot. On a

ize this really wasnt the sight for me, but ~ small gun like the P365, it speeds up my
it might be for you. At this point I have shooting by providing a more tube-like

about 5,000 rounds under it, and it has image—my eye is drawn to the center | |
_ _ _ _ _ , All types of dot sights can be integrated onto full-
presented no problems outside of per- like a big ghost-ring sight. I won't say my size rifle mounts. There are many styles, such as
sonal preference. groups have improved when shooting piggybacked, 45-degree offset, Integral ring cap
_ _ mounts and other options. If you have a large rifle
faSt; but my time to get 01 target 1N most and are perhaps preparing for a close shot, these
HOLOSUN EPS CARRY lighting situations is dramatically faster, Safpizin Rency. Do BERwAEIhal WelBHL 206 RN
. _ _ _ and the extra optics are another thing to maintain.
The Holosun EPS Carry is an enclosed as is my hit rate shooting one-handed or
emitter sight, and it has become my weak-handed. GDTM

favorite carry pistol optic. [ have it
mounted on a True Precision slide, and
its my daily carry sight. The only thing I
did to it was replace the factory screws
with some that were a bit beefier, but that
was a personal choice. So far, ['ve ran
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Atlanta, GA | June 7-9, 2024

Ft. Worth, TX
Feb 23-24, 2024

Salt Lake City, UT
October 4-5, 2024
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or manage your Gun Show Listing.
Login or Register to create an account

GunShows.GunDigestMedia.com




GunRunnerAuctions.com

The Alabama Gun Collectors Aggociation

Presents Its

2024 Gun Shows

Ourorganization ex-
iststo perpetuatethe
collection, restora-
tion, exhibition and
lore of firearms for
legitimate purposes.

Hoover Met Complex
100 Ben Chapman Drive Hoover,
Alabama
Free Parking & Free Internet
Largest and Best Shows in the Southeast

% March 23-24, 2024
* July 13-14, 2024

% October 19-20, 2024

PRIZE CATEGORIES

Best Arms Display
Best Edged Weapons Display
Best Accoutrement Display

SHOW HOURS
(NON EXHIBITORS):

SAT. 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 PM.

24 Hour
SUN. 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 PM.

Police

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
www.algca.org

Open to all collectors to bring prize
firearms collections for judging for

CASH PRIZES!

ALL FEDERAL, STATE & LOCAL LAWS MUST BE OBSERVED

k. AFFILIATED CLUR

Class 3 Weapons?

Prior Approval
Required!!!

PLEASE - NO NON RELATED

ALL GUNS
ITEMS ON TABLE MUST BE TIED
o Ihformation S 34 Rock Creek Lane > 205-500-1882
CONTACT: D b

AGCA MEMBER 8 FT. TRADE @ $70.00
AGCA MEMBER 8 FT. DISPLAY @ $40.00

NON-MEMBER 8 FT. TRADE @ $95.00
NON-MEMBER 8 FT. DISPLAY @ $50.00

NO Confirmation without prepayment - Make check payable to A.G.C.A.

“YOUR ONE STOP GUN SHOP”
Showmasters
Gun Shows..

P.O. Box 10277 Blacksburg, VA 24062
(540) 951 - 1344 | (540) 951 - 2344
info@ShowmastersGunShows.com
www.ShowmastersGunShows.com

*Visit our website for full show listings
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING!

MONROEVILLE CONVENTION CENTER
MONROEVILLE, PA

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW

APRIL 6 -7, 2024
June 1 -2, 2024

HOURS: SAT9-5 | SUN 9 - 4

RICHMOND RACEWAY COMPLEX
RICHMOND, VA

RICAMOND GUN SHOW

MARCH 16 - 17, 2024
MAY 18 - 19, 2024

HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN10-5

DULLES EXPO CENTER
CHANTILLY, VA

THE NATION’S
GUN SHOW

APRIL 19, 20 & 21, 2024
JUNE 14, 15 & 16, 2024

JULY 19, 20 & 21, 2024

HOURS: FRI1-8 | SAT9-5|SUN10-5
www.TheNationsGunShow.com

NEW H— -
FRIDAY BRImme
HOURS! —

Augusta Expo Center
Fishersville, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW

APRIL 6 - 7, 2024
SEPTEMBER 7 - 8, 2024

HOURS: SAT9-5 | SUN 10 - 5

OCEAN CITY CONVENTION CENTER
OCEAN CITY, MD

OCEAN CITY GUN SHOW

OC Adventurefest - Annual Show

SEPTEMBER 21 - 22, 2024
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 10-5

GUNDIGEST.COM
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58" Annual . .
COLORADO GUN OVER
COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION 800
TABLES

GUN SH OW 421 N. 15th Ave.

; ’ Greeley, CO 80631
Thousands of Historical, Western, WWI & WWII 4
Firearms and Artifacts on display and for sale. TR
8 Foot Tables *+» Display Tables - $130% s« Trade Tables - $150% CGOA conn

The new 3-day waiting period does not apply to Curio & Relic firearms at our show. for Updatt':‘i and Show Info

_) WONDER WHAT THIS I5?

COME & FIND 0UT! Early-In Passes Can Be

Purchased at the Front Door
Friday Morning at 9am
May 17™ for $75.

Valid for All Three Days

Purchase Tickets at the Door

CGCA Special Rate Hotels Greeley 2024 Show $15 for both days
Special rate links to each Hotel is on our website (be sure to ask for CGCA Gun Show rates). $5 Active Mllltary Discount

For additional information contact: Free after 1pm Sunday

David Weddle, Show Chairman * PO Box C, Fort Collins, CO 80522
Phone 720-482-0167 » Email CGCAShow@cgca.com » www.cgca.com

WWW.REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM **************************************************1

FULL SERVICE AUCTION HOUSE R Sy {
SPECIALIZING IN COLLECTIBLE FIREARMS ' ': nE o e TH E D IXI E *
REATA PASS A | GUN & KNIFE
CTIONS _
Saturdav 9a.m. 5 o.m. CL Ass I C INC.

sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
ALWAYS ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

E: INFO@REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM
P: 928.632.8000 F: 928.632.0107
3525 S HWY 69, HUMBOLDT, AZ 86329

May 4-5, 2024
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o Call (919) 781-1287 for more info |3
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Washington County
Fairgrounds

2151 North Main Street m Graham Bu“dmg BUY -

Washington, PA 15301 Sell -

Ji
T N.C. State Fairgrounds trade-

Take I-79 to Exit 41, Racetrack Rd., follow
signs

Show Hours: 9 am - 4 pm Sat/Sun dixiegunseaol.com Fax: 919-781-4941

Call 724-948-3571 Web: dixiegunandknifeshow.com
Visit Our Web Site at T AU U
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e GREAT SOUTHERN

Friday

em - GuUn & Knife Shows, L.L.C.
it 2024 Show Calendar

- ZrPM Deduct $10 Per Table If Paid 2 Weeks In Advance
A,,'Other Non-Related Tables With Prior Approval — Call for Price

Locations

www.greatsoutherngunshow.com

JACKSON, MS KENNER, LA WESTWEGO, LA

MS Trade Mart Bldg New Orleans Area 2000 Segnette Blvd, Westwego

High St. exit off I-55 Pontchartrain Ctr Williams Blvd. exit off 1-10 Show Hours:
Show Hours: Show Hours: Sat. 9AM-5PM
Sat. 9AM-5PM Sat. 9AM-5PM Sun. 10AM-5PM

Sun. 10AM-5PM Sun. 10AM-5PM 300 8' Tables $90 ea.

, 400 8’ Tables $90 ea.
300 8’ Tables $90 ea. GRS S 04 April 13-14, 2024
February 24-25, 2024 March 16-17, 2024

GREAT SOUTHERN Gun & Knife Shows, L.L.C.

PO Box 24416 * Knoxville, TN 37933 ¢ 865-671-4757

No loose ammo. No alcoholic beverages in show. All guns, including personal guns, must be unloaded while in
building. Tie-downs required on all guns. All exhibitors must be present during all show hours. Please do not make reservations if you cannot stay

until the show closes. 24 hour police. No checks accepted at show and money orders only 2 weeks prior to show. Thank You.

WWW.MKSHOWS.COM

Quality Shows for Shooters,
Hunters and Collectors

Fletcher, NC W [ Ladson, SC
Mar 2-3, 2024 Myrtle Beach, SC Mar 9-10, 2024 More 2024
Apr 20-21, 2024 Oct 12-13, 2024 June 1-2, 2024 Shows to
July 27-28, 2024 Convention Center Sept 7-8, 2024 Come Soon!

WNC Ag Center Exchange Park

Saturday 9-5 | Mike Kent « P.O. Box 685 * Monroe, GA 30655 » 770-630-7296 | 8’ Tables - $75
Sunday 10-4 e-mail: Mike@ MKShows.com * www.MKShows.com Adults - $10
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__ SAXET GUN SHOWS
/ “The Best Gun Show”

SHOW LISTING BY STATE

INDIANA

Oct 5-6 IN, Valparaiso . Gun & Knife
Show . Porter County Exp-Center,
215 East Division Road.

NEVADA

Apr12-14 NV, Sparks. Big Reno Show .
Nugget Resort Casino, 1100 Nugget
Ave.

NORTHDAKOTA

Sep 6-/ ND, West Fargo. Red River
Range Gun Show. Red River Re-

gional Marksmanship Center, 640
loth St NE.

TENNESSEE

Apr 6-/ TN, Crossville. Cumberland
County Gun and Knife Show.
Cumberland County Community
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road.

Aug 3-4 TN, Crossville. Cumberland
County Gun and Knife Show.
Cumberland County Community
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road.

UTAH

Mar 8-9 UT, Vernal. Vernal Gun and
Knife Show. Uintah Conference
Center, 313 East 200 South.

Corpus Christi, TX
Richard M. Borchard Regional

Fairgrounds
1213 Terry Shamsie, Robstown, TX 78380

Tables: $85
Electricity: $45

March 23-24, 2024
April 20-21, 2024
August 10-11, 2024

McAllen, TX

McAllen Convention Center
700 Convention Ctr. Blvd, McAllen, TX 78501

Tables $85
Electricity: $65

March 16-17 2024
August 17-18, 2024
September 21-22, 2024

Show Hours:
Sat. 9a.m. - 6 p.m. « Sun. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

** Dealer setup is Friday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

SAXET TRADE SHOWS

Visit Us At: http://www.saxetshows.com
Box 5677, Corpus Christi, TX 78465
%+ % % Phone: 361-289-2256 * * * *

1 8.8 0.0.0 0000000000000 00000000066 .6

R e e B e B B B B B e B B e B e e S B e 0 0 S S 0 S S 0 S S 0 S S e S S K0 S S 00 S B S0 S0 B0 S0 S 00 S0 S 00 S0 S 00 S S 00 S B S S 0 S S0 0 5

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
* 2
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*x
*
*
*
*
*
*
*




G&S Promotions SGK GUN

GUN (SH OWS SHOWS

ARKANSAS TEXAS

Conway - Expo Center

2505 East Oak
January 27-28

March 23-24

440 Tables: 1-4 $60 ea., 5+ $55 ea., 10+ $50 ea.

Canton

Canton Civic Center
March 8-9-10
August 9-10-11

200 Tables: 1-4 $55 ea., 5+ $50 ea., 10+ $45 ea.

Hot Springs
Garland Co. Fairgrounds

February 24-25 October 19-20
140 Tables: 1-4 $55 ea., 5+ $50 ea., 10+ $45 ea.

Mountain Home

Baxter County Fairgrounds
1507 Fairgrounds Dr
January 20-21
April 6-7

VIRGINIA

Henderson

Rusk Co. Expo Center
February 10-11

160 Tables: 1-4 $55 ea., 5+ $50 ea., 10+ $45 ea.

Fredericksburg, VA

160 Tables: 1-4 $55 ea., 5+ $50 ea., 10+ $45 ea. Fredricksburg
Convention Center
OKLAHOMA Nacogdoches
Elk City March 16-17, 2024
Civic Center Civic Center May 4-5, 2024
1016 Airport Industrial Rd. 3805 NW Stallings Drive
May 25-26 August 3-4
150 Tables: 1-4 $45 ea., 5+ $40 ea., 10+ $35 ea. February 16-17-18
= Cent 200 Tables:1-4 $60 ea., 5+ $55 ea., 10+ $50 ea. -
1700 Wéstolndznpz:mdence Convention Center
February 3-4 July 27-28 March 23-24, 2024
225 Tables: 1-4 $55 ea., 5+ $50 ea., 10+ $45 ea. JUIy 27-28, 2024

All Tables must be prepaid two weeks in advance.

G&S Promotions rosox 338, Wister, OK 74966 918-659-2201

www.gunshowtrader.com email:gnshpri@aol.com

f.ike us on FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/gandspromotions  Show Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4 « Set Up: Fri. 1-7, Sat. 7-9

Virginia Beach, VA
Convention Center
October 19-20, 2024

(ELEBRS NG AMERICA'S FIREARMS HERITAGE!

The Heritage Series from Gun Digest is 8

,‘r‘ K E tribute to America’s long and fascinating
firearms history. These limited-run,
“RICAS GUNSMHITH hardcover titles are just a few of the many (757) 483'5385
. great books and digital downloads brought
- to you by Gun Digest Books, the industry's K SGK. Ili tdﬁ’d‘l 225
S 0 " g NO 1 firearms books publisher! e‘;“ps‘" eB ﬁs‘f’iﬁ
- st o |rg|n|a eacn,
Order online at 23467

GunDigestdtore.com www.sgkshows.com
or call 920.411.4522
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| —

West — o
e _ ;{@f \, MARCH
SPRI NGFI EI_D .)' B Mar 8-9 UT, Vernal. Vernal Gun and

Knife Show. Uintah Conference
Center, 313 East 200 South. SH; Fri.
12pm-7pm, Sat. 9am-6pm. A: $5.00

& daily. T: 175. F; $50.00. Friend of
SHOW & SALE 3uckskin Hills Shooting Complex.
PH: 438-247-2254. vknifeshow(@
gmail.com.
1305 MEMORIAL AVE. W. SPRINGFIELD, MA | ', =\ cosite Comberianc
County Gun and Knife Show.
Cumberland County Community
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road. SH:
Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A:
Saturday Admission is just $5.00,
discounts. Cumberland County.
FINE COLLECTIBLE FIREARMS'CUSTOM KN IVES 1398 Livingdston Road, Crossville,

20.Box 790028, Vernal, UT 84079.

EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION| -
yputh under 16 Free. Sunday A.dmis—
w195 50 TABLES snss | i
MODERN RIFLES-HANDGUNS-SHOTGUNS-SWORDS IN SRALF i Rl -A-ahn e

gkshow.org.
AM MO'ANTIQUE FIREARMS'PARTS'MILITARIA Apr12-14 NV, Sparks. Big Reno Show .
DIRECTIONS: [-91 NORTH TO EXIT 3 IN MASS. Nugget Resort Casino, 1100 Nugget
TAKE ROUTE 5 NORTH TO 147W FOR 1 MILE Ave. SH: Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am-

5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $15 one

MORE INFORMA TION day. $24 all three days. $90 early in
LARGER ADMISSION DISCOUNT COUPONS with exhibitor set up . T: 700. F: $165

. booths $435. 1344 Disc Dr suite 800,
PHONE AND MORE DIRECTIONS GO TO: o Dy e
no rtheaStg uns hOWS Com 2350. Bigrenoshow.com.
$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH THIS AD adetist
piscounts: WWW.NORTHEASTGUNSHOWS.COM AUl 24 TR LUl
County Gun and Knife Show.

Cumberland County Community
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road. SH:
R Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A:

_,..-"'"._..r

&.ﬁﬁﬁkm Ly AT LT 33T AR pak ph t o LT TN Saturday Admission is just $5.00,

‘Jﬂ@ Ly mn. lﬂm - IR youth under 16 Free. Sunday Admis-

sionis Free to all attendees.. T: 200.

ﬁ"r
Maumee Valley Gun Collectors Inc. . $40 for 6 table with multi table

The Wood County Fairgrounds
13800 W Poe Rd. BO“'IHU Green, Ohio 43402

discounts. Cumberland County.

1398 Livingdston Road, Crossville,
2024 Show Dates: TN 38571. PH: 931-484-5028. www.
Mar. 16-17 = Apr. 20-21 * Sept. 28-29 * Nov. 9-10 BREhTW.Org.

For Information Contact: PO Box 492, Maumee, Ohio 43537
419-441-2134 Web site: www.mvgca.com
$6.00 Admission FREE Parking




SEPTEMBER

Sep 6-/ ND, West Fargo. Red River
Range Gun Show. Red River Re-
gional Marksmanship Center, 640
16th St NE. SH: Fri. 4pm-8pm, Sat.
8am-4pm. A: $5.00 per day; 12
years and older. 11 and under free
with adult. T: 98. F: $38. Red River

Regional Marksmanship Center. 640

1oth St NE, West Fargo, ND 5807/8.

PH: 701-356-067/. rrrmc.com.

OCTOBER

Oct 5-6 IN, Valparaiso . Gun & Knife
Show . Porter County Exp-Center,
215 East Division Road. SH: Sat.
8am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $6.00
children 12 & under free with Adult.
T: 350. F; $60.00 8ft.@ run of show
. Dunes Rifle & Pistol Club L.L.C.. PO.
Box 345, 812 West Old Ridge Road,
Hobart, IN 46342. PH: 219-942-4514.
Https://valpogunshow.com.

The Bible
on Rimfire Rifles!

Digest

- RIMFIRE
BEVOLUTIDN

A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO MODERN .22 RIFLES

........

NOILNTOAIY FHIdNIYE

$37.99

- _j e e O119
- \ i F . } Ll ,
FIogduct el

Order online at

GunDigestStore.com
Or call 920.471.4522

GUNDIGEST.COM

High Caliber
Gun & Knife Shows, |

(BAS, www.texasqunshows.com

Email: hicalsho@aol.com
Mary Bean  PO. Box 2616, Alvin, TX 77512 « (281) 412-4824

‘E f
.r'.
9
’ 5 :—" .,:' 3
'I‘. (p. t'f U ’R
l.: _. .n"‘.‘ .I. ?4.11
. .d_l_._ ¥ o 'l
‘A /

Pasadena Conroe Bastrop
TEXAS TEXAS TEXAS
Convention Center Lone Star Convention Center Convention Center
300 Tables - $90 Advance 300 Tab.les - $90 Advance 300 Tables - $90 Advance
March 2-3, 2024 April 20-21, 2024 March 23-24 , 2024

April 6-7, 2024 August 24-25, 2024 June 1-2, 2024
Show Hours Dealer Set-up
Saturday 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Friday 12 p.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday 7:30 a.m.-9 a.m.
Like Tyler Belton Ft. Worth
us on (TEXAS) (TEXAS) (TEXAS)

[i Harvey Hall Bell County Expo Center Will Rogers Center

Call: LSGS 214-636-2009

GUN SH&®W

TEXAS GUN & KNIFE ASSOCIATION

2024 SHOW DATES

March 9-10 - AMARILLO Civic Center
March 16-17 « ABILENE Convention Center
April 27-28 « KERRVILLE Expo Hall
June 1-2 « ABILENE Convention Center

Show Hours; Saturday 9-5; Sunday 10-4

R Al
. are healthy

\)\Q‘\) :
www.texasgunandknifeshows.com and afe ‘

Thank you for your continued support.
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Firearm-

SIIBINER

AUDITORIUM
99 FORDHAM RD - WILMINGTON, MA

MAR2 & 5

w5 300 TABLES sivs:

SALE: FINE COLLECTIBLE FIREARMS - CUSTOM KNIVES
MODERN RIFLES - HANDGUNS - SHOTGUNS - SWORDS
AMMO - ANTIQUE FIREARMS - PARTS - MILITARIA

MORE INFORMATION

DIRECTIONS AND LARGER ADMISSION
DISCOUNTS GO TO:

northeastgunshows.com

$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH AD
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

REAL-WORLD STRATEGIES ‘FF

FOR CONFRONTING YOUR
WORST NIGHTMARES

ORDER TODAY AT GUNDIGESTSTORE.COM
OR CALL920.471.4522 ,9.}.

The Complete
Guide to

GUNS
PAST &
PRESENT

Ilu "lll‘\nll ated B
History o

Flrearms

{

the \1 \ Mu SE.CONDFDI'I‘ION

Product No. R8090
$39.99

You'll find all the guns you love, and
many you never even knew about,

In this handsome second edition of
The Illlustrated History of Firearms.
This special project from Gun Digest
and the experts at the NRA Firearms
Museums is the most comprehensive
visual gun reference ever published.
The story of the gun starts in the
14th Century and continues with
today's technological marvels. You'll
learn about all of them and their
worldwide influence in 320 pages
with more than 1,700 full-color
photos, bound in a hardcover format
with a crisp dust jacket. Whether you
want to learn more about firearms
history or need a gift for your
favorite gun enthusiast, this is the
book you need!

GunDigestStore.com

920.471.4522




& Knlfe

Show/Sale

MIDDLETOWN

ORANGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
239 Wisner Avenue, Middletown, N.Y.

APR 27 & 20
15 329 TABLES s

FINE COLLECTIBLE FIREARMS - CUSTOM KNIVES
MODERN RIFLES -HANDGUNS ~-SHOTGUNS - SWORDS
AMMO - ANTIQUE FIREARMS - PARTS - MILITARIA

MORE INFORMATION
LARGER ADMISSION DISCOUNTS
PHONE AND DIRECTIONS GO TO:

northeastgunshows.com
$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH AD

CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

What You’ll Find Inside:
» Garand genesis and evolution
» Full manual of arms for the rifle

» Details about buying a quality Garand Yuur G“ide tu the
» Valuable accurization secrets
» And much more... Knlfe I.IfE'

$39 9g

URDER l]NlINE AT
Order online at

OR CALL 920.471.4527 ShopBlade.com
PRODUCT NO. R8I70 or call 920.471.4522




GD

250 TABLES
e T |9-5 SAT 9-3 SUN

AMMO - HANDGUNS - RIFLES - SHOTGUNS

APR 15 & 14

GUN«KKNIFE....
MATAMORAS. PA

BEST WESTERN HOTEL - HUNTS LANDING
103 RUEBEN BELL DR., MATAMORAS, PA

FREE APPRAISALS - FREE PARKING

SALE OF SPORTING GUNS - ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE
FIREARMS - AMMO - MILITARIA - HOLSTERS - BOOKS
KNIFE MAKERS & PURVEYORS - PARTS - SWORDS

MORE INFORMATION

LARGER ADMSSION DISCOUNTS
PHONE AND DIRECTIONS GO TO:

northeastgunshows.com

$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH AD

CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE WITH PARENT

CUSTOM RIFLE barrel & BLADESHOW

chamber work, match quality;
actions trued; .17 to 50 BMG:;
fiberglass or wood stocks; multi-
barrel takedown rifles; Selby
muzzle brakes; Dura coating;
bluing. Custom rifles & work
since 1969.

Randy’s Custom Rifles - Randy Selby
PO Box 221, Wapiti, WY 82450. FOR DETAILS ON ALL THREE EVENTS, GO TO

“'“'W.rai?l;:i‘?lz-tgL?lﬁ.ﬂcs.COIl] B LA D E S H 0 w c 0 M

follow us on Facebook & YouTube. CONNECT WITH US AT #BLADESHOW €1 ©

SUPPRESSORS, from the editors or RECOIL
Magazine, offers expert advice to educate
you on anything you’ve ever wondered
about shooting suppressed.

This 272-page, full-color book covers ..
- Today’s current suppressor offerlngs

- Filing procedures to obtain a suppressor

- Matching a suppressor to your rifle or
pistol

- [beneral maintenance and care

- Ways to improve performance

- Answers to common questions on legality

- Busting common myths

- And much more!

This vast compilation is the key to
educating yourself on how suppressors

work, learning what'’s available for
purchase, and understanding how to get

your very own.

ORDER TODAY!

amazon.com
Digest
ESSNOBY

OR CALL 920.471.4322




MISSOURI VALLEY ARMS COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION
A National Rifle Association Affiliate Since 1953

Presents Our
53RD National Summers Arms Show

JULY 27th & 28th, 2024

K.C.l. EXPO CENTER, 11730 N. AMBASSADOR, KANSAS CITY, MO 64153
750+ standard 8x2.5 foot tables ® Sale/Trade Tables: $135 Display Tables: $35

Winning Display Awards, Including The Famed: KC Scout Bronze Statue

To reserve tables contact the MVACA Show Director at 816-873-1951,
showdirector@mvaca.org or PO Box 6013, Leawood, KS 66206

Or, download reservation form at: mvaca.org
Our host hotel provides special room rates: The Holiday Inn KCl @ (816) 801-8400

Other Information:

1. Tables must be covered by exhibitor provided covers 5. Only firearms, armor and military historical items are allowed on exhibit
2. Armed security on duty 24 hours daily 6. ALL firearms must be secured by ties unless locked in case

3. Ground level unloading and loading 7. Federal, State and Local firearms laws will be adhered to and strictly enforced!
4. MVACA is not responsible for accidents or theft

Public Hours: Saturday -9 A.M.-5P.M. ¢ Sunday-9A.M. -3 P.M. ADMISSION:
$15 DAY; $20 WEEKEND PASS; Children 15 & under FREE with paid Adult

Tiny springs. High pressure. You know how this ends.
Threads, critical torque settings. This part, that part.
The right order, the wrong order. Your AR-15 project
nn ““T... started off so simply, but suddenly youre in over your

head. Don't do it! Let AR-15 armorer Patrick Sweeney
show you how It's done right ... the first time. Find out

Disassemble Your how in AR-15 Setup, Mafntence & Repair
AR-15 Until You Have
This Book!

(Don't say we didn't
warn you.)

Order online at GunDigestStore.com
Or Call 920.471.4522
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Gunl )

PRESEN I

Rare and used firearms, collectibles, accessories,
memorabilia and much more ... find it all here.

Display Advertising Information & Rates Contact:

Lori McDaniel
lori@gundigest.com
(715)-498-3768

> MARKETPLACE P.60




~ QUICK DRAW
Y $42.95

L LOTS OF 24 RIGS
gt ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
#' WILEY'S, 7009 VZ CR 2120
WILLS POINT, TX 75169
1-903-848-7922
FAX 1-903-848-7912

Hours Tues. - Sat.
9 amto 5 pm

JUST LIKE THE REAL COWBOYS, SELL OUT PRICES
CUT FROM RICH NATURAL LEATHER, 24 RIGS $42.95 EA.
TOOLED. FITS SINGLE. 12 RIGS $44.95 EA.

SOES aa e snandods oGS $48.95 EA

IZES: 32-34-36-38-40-42-44

FEATURES - BROWN COLOR g 2:22 ;;ggg Eﬁ‘

HOLSTERS ARE SPECIAL MADE FOR US - *
LOW DROP ON HIP - HIGH QUALITY 1 RIG $59.95 EA.

$135.00 VALUE PLUS UPS POSTAGE

TRADER KEITH RIFLE STRAP
$75 Call Now 800-338-3146

www.traderkeith.com

i More than
| 40 Years of
| : Experience

in German
Militaria!

.'.1'1'

5 ‘-'\ 4 F_-—_"
& 5

{ ——
Wittmann
Antique Militaria

Offering Collectors the World’s
Foremost Inventory of Fine
German Imperial &
WWII Third Reich Militaria

International Reputation for
AUTHENTICITY & HONESTY

Thomas T. Wittmann
PO Box 350 ~ Moorestown, NJ 08057-0350
Phone: (856) 866-8733 or (856) 231-0323
Fax: (856) 235-4954
E-mail: Twittm350@aol.com

www.wwiidaggers.com

ALSO BUYING GERMAN DAGGERS, SWORDS,
BAYONETS, MINIATURES.

FULL LINE COLLECTOR’S
{131 FIREARM SHOP IN THE MIDWEST

WEATHERBY FACTORY
AMMlINITIs[I‘{lLé\ND BRASS

224 WBY 55 GR HSP

240 WBY 100 GR HIL
257 WBY 100 GR HIL

6.5 RPM WBY 140 GR HIL
6.5-300 WBY 140 GR HIL

270 WBY 130 GR HIL
7mm WBY 154 GR HILH

300 WBY 180 GR HIL

338 RPM WBY 225 GR HIL
340 WBY 225 GR HSP

375 WBY 300 GR NP
30-378 WBY 180 GR HIL
338-378 WBY 225 GR BTTSX

378 WBY 300 GR HRN
416 WBY 400 GR HRN

@ $140.00
@ $140.00
@ $170.00

460 WBY 500 GR HFMJ @ $170.00

ONCE FIRED BRASS 224, 240, 257, 6.5 RPM,
270, 7mm, 300 & 338 RPM

30-378,338-378,378 & 460
NEW UNPRIMED BRASS 224,

240,257, 6.5 RPM, 6.5-300, 270, 7mm,
300,338 RPM & 340
375, 30-378,338-378, 378,

416 & 460 @ $100.00

Free Shipping
Minimum Order of 5 boxes
No Sales Tax

CALL JACK @ 706-462-2034

SImpsciLtd

Shop www.simpsonitd.com 24/7 or stop by our showroom from 1pm to 6pm Tuesday — Saturday.

We are conveniently located cross from the Amtrak Depot at 140 S. Seminary St. Galesburg, 1L 61401.
Call (309) 342-5800 or email sales @simpsonltd.com (Tuesday-Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 1pm-6pm)

Fax (309) 342-5730 / CLOSED SUNDAY AND MONDAY

10,000 gun inventory, accessories, militaria, and a host of services!

Services include appraisals (individual or collections), low fee consignments, local transfers, imports and exports, and
collection and estate pickup in the U.S. Sorry, we do not offer parts or gunsmithing.

Visit www.simpsonltd.com (updated Tuesday-Saturday) to see our entire inventory of:

* U.S. fighting knives
» U.S. surplus

for collectors and research.

GUNDIGEST.COM

* Japanese swords

* Hand weapons from around the world

* Visit our Luger room!- our specialty-
hundreds in stock

* Colts, Winchesters, S&W, fine American & European Doubles
* All types of pre-1945 collector firearms
* Civil War firearms and accoutrements
* Military firearms- all countries, all periods
* Obsolete & collector ammo

* Bayonets, field gear, headgear, daggers, insignia, swords from
the U.S., Germany, and Japan.

* Books, manuals, handbooks, and periodicals- new. vintage and rare printed materials

* Thousands of other firearms- new, used, and out of production- for hunting,
shooting, collecting, and investment.

FIREARM BOOKS,
MANUALS,
HANDBOOKS
& PERIODICALS

TRAINING RIFLES
OF THIRD REICH GERMANY

NOW
AVAILABLE

IMPORT &
EXPORT
SERVICES

S
LA
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RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

WANTED!

ALL TYPES OF LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

Estate and Machine Gun Appraisals!

Before selling your guns, please call me and make
sure you are getting the most for them!
Consistently providing Excellend and Discreet Service
& fairly priced high quality machine guns since 1985!

Attorney available for trust or estate matters.

** WE PAY UP FRONT **

100% of the agreed price before you ship your guns!
You will never have to wait until | sell your guns in
order to be paid!

100% risk, worry & hassle free transactions!
Avoid the uncertainty of consignment or brokering.
Specializing in investment grade transferable
machineguns.

Specialist in law enforcement purchases
and cashless trades!

OVERNIGHT FUNDING!
| pay the ATF tax & do all the

WWW.SUDOUNS.CoM ))  paperwork! | provide shipping

RECOMMENDED supplies, heavy duty container
n DEALERS LIST & pay S&H!

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

ELECGTED TO




RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3 Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens
MKIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCR0O60 Belt Fed Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.
Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK & MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post
Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective
clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff.
Every item we offer for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL LIST OF
INVENTORY SPECGIALS WITH A DEALER YOU CAN TRUST!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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PACK AND POSTAL CENTER

210 Mill Street, Lancaster, MA 01523-2046
Tel. (978) 368-0910 — Fax (978) 368-3326

3-Day Inspection Satisfaction Guaranteed.

MasterCard.

Current GUN LIST now available online
www.PackAndPostalCenter.com

$25.00 shipping for long guns (Fedex ground insured, adult signature required) and
handguns (United States Postal Service, Priority, insured, adult signature)

3% restock fee for items paid with charge card. All firearms sold as “used” collector items
only. We do not test fire or guarantee suitability for live firing.

1 8.2.0.0.0.0.000000.200000000080280000008080808008008008008080800008008888280082880880880880280280280080080.0.0.

PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS

1-C Arminius / Burgo .32 Long Model HWS Double Action Revolver 4” barrel with excellent
bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue, 7 shot swing out cylinder, hand ejector, brown checkered
plastic grips, excellent function, manufactured 1968 (C&R) ......cccoeeiiiiiiiiiii $225

2-C Astira / Spanish 9mm Para “Model 600/43” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 5 2" barrel with a
bright excellent bore, fixed sights, 97%+ original blue, light thinning at muzzle, 98% fire blue
extractor, mint checkered walnut grips, matching serialized numbers, including magazine,
collector quality, excellent TUNCLION ..., $825

3-C Browning 9mm Para Model BDM Clip Feed Single/Double Action Auto Pistol 4 34" barrel
with mint bore, fixed white dot sights, 98% matte blue finish, black plastic wrap around grips,
comes with spare 15 round magazine, original gray plastic hard case with correct matching
side [abel, manufactured 1901 -T007 ...t $875

4-C Colt .22 LR Targetsman Clip Feed Auto Pistol 6 4" barrel with excellent bore, 98%
original blue, front blade adjustable rear sights, checkered Walnut grips with thumb rest on
eitside . manuiaetired 19671908 [GERY ooy $825

9-C Colt .38 S&W Officers Model 38 Target Pre War Revolver 7 2" barrel with bright
excellent bore, 98% original blue but shows some peppery pin prick pitting on frame and
barrel, adjustable sights, light staining on service hammer, checkered trigger, checkered
Walnut grips that are numbered to revolver, bottom of grip edge shows light scratches and
small chip missing, excellent function, manufactured 1927 (C&R) ... $975

6-C CZ 9mm Para "Model 75B” Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with mint bore, 98% black polycoat,
white 3 dot sights, black plastic checkered grips, double and single action, ergonomic grip,
excellent function, comes with one 10 round magazine, manufactured 19/8-2018 ....... $585

7-C Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 199 “Sportsman” Single Action Target 5"
Variation Post War Top Break Revolver 6” oval barrel with mint bore, flat top front and rear
adjustable sights, 97%+ original blue with light muzzle wear, light pin prick pitting on finger
rest triggerguard and light staining on trigger and hammer, large checkered Walnut one piece
grips, excellent function, manufactured 1949 (C&R) ...cccviiiiiiiiiiee e, $785

8-C Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 199 “Sportsman” Single Action Target 3™
Variation Pre War Top Break Revolver 6” oval barrel with mint bore, adjustable sights, 98%
original blue, light drag line on cylinder, cylinder has small print “Pat. date 1904730”, large
one piece checkered Walnut grips, excellent function, manufactured 1936 (C&R) ........ $785

9-C Harrington & Richardson .22 S, L, & LR Model 922 4" Variation Double Action Revolver
6” pinned octagon barrel with good bore, 95% original blue with scattered pin prick pitting,
high edge wear, 9 round cylinder shows blue to gray and brown, extra long cylinder pin, two
piece “Hi Grips” with wear along edges, revolver not functionally correct, passable cylinder
ratchets worn a hand worn, good project piece, manufactured 1938-1939 (C&R) ........ $135

10-C Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 949 “49er” Double Action Revolver 5 2"
pinned barrel with excellent bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue, 8 shot pull pin cylinder,
smooth Walnut grips with dings and dents with a crack on left side, needs works to hold
hammer back for single action, manufactured 1995-1999 ..........cccoiiii i, $225

11-C Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 999 “Sporisman” Target Double Action Top
Break Revolver 6” ovoid barrel with mint bore, front and rear adjustable sights, 90% original
blue, silvering at muzzle, front strap and bottom of triggerguard is gray to brown, Rice frame
shows light peppery pin prick pitting, 9 shot fluted cylinder with high edge wear, one piece
oversized checkered Walnut target grips, revolver works in double action but hangs up in
sungleaction: manrEehiren 1930 (&) wevssnrsassr s $365

12-C High Standard .22 LR “"Model HD” Military Clip Feed Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with
good light pitted bore, front blade adjustable rear sight, non professional re-blue finish, left
side of barrel shows pin prick pitting, checkered Walnut grips, comes with one magazine and
original black cardboard box with clean side label, not serialized to pistol, excellent function,
manufactured 1945-1930 (C&R) ....eeoeiiiii e s $400

13-C High Standard .22 LR “USA Model H-D” U.S. Property Marked WW-II Training Auto
Pistol 4 2" heavy barrel with mint bore and lightly marked “property of U.S.A.” on top,
fixed sights, early style blue finish has been re-blued with a slight loss of sharpness on
frame legend, still nicely marked “Property of / U.S.” on frame, excellent function, excellent
hard rubber grips, original 2 tone magazine shows same refinish blue as gun, made in 1942
(IR ) ittt ettt e e e arees $695

14-C Hy Hunter Inc/Sauer J.P. & Son .45 Colt Frontier Six Shooter Single Action Revolver
5 ¥2” barrel with bright excellent bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue, dark green and black
laminated grips; manafaciured 1899-1967 (C&R] svvvuvnsmmnansmansans $485

15-C Mauser 7.6dmm (32 ACP) "Model 1914” Clip Feed Auto Pistol 3 2" barrel with good
pitted bore, fixed sights, 90% original blue showing peppery pin prick pitting on slide and
peppery pin prick pitting and silvering on left side of frame in front of Mauser banner, shows
some trace of fire blue on trigger, checkered Walnut one piece grip showing staining on left
side, comes with one magazine, manufactured 1934-1945 (C&R) ......ccovviiiiiiiiennne, $395

16-C Romanian 7.62x25 Model TTC Tokarev Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with mint bore, fixed
sights, 98% arsenal blue, added safety lever for import, hard black plastic grooved grips
with “RPR” around the center star, comes with one magazine, excellent function, dated 1953
AR B cceessnctss ot o e S A A 8 5 A A $450

17-C Ruger .22 LR "0ld Model Single Six” Single Action Revolver 5 2" barrel with excellent
bore, front half moon blade and drift adjustable rear sights, 98% original blue with the frame
showing areas of copper color “Investment cast”, two piece checkered chocolate brown grips
with black worn phoenix medallions, has transfer bar safety installed, excellent condition,
A, T BN rsccnuocssmonscongmssmmsssts oot S 0 A A $545

18-C Ruger .357 Magnum “Model BN34, New Model Blackhawk™, Single Action Revolver
4 5/8” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, front factory serrated blade sight, factory
adjustable rear sight, 6 shot fluted cylinder with light dragline, two piece Walnut grips with
black and silver Ruger phoenix medallions, transfer safety bar, warning roll mark on left side
of barrel, comes with yellow and black cardboard box, no side label, instructional manual,
MANUTACTUTEA T8 ..ottt e enneateeeen e e $625

19-C Sig Sauer 40 S&W Model P229 Clip Feed Auto Pistol 3 34" barrel with mint bore, 3 dot
contrast sights, 99% black Nitron finish, E2 enhanced ergonomic grips, tactical rail, one 10
round magazine, manufactured 2015, excellent function ............ccooeciiiiiii e, $650

20-C Smith & Wesson .22 LR “Combat Masterpiece” (Pre Model 18) 5 Screw Revolver 4”
pinned barrel with mint bore, 99% original satin blue (correct for this 1951 made revolver),
90% faded case color, factory target sights, recessed cylinder, all matching numbers on
metal, excellent checkered Walnut diamond center grips show a number from 1953, excellent
function, collector quality (C&R) ..o $1195

21-C Smith & Wesson .22 LR K-22 “Model 17 / Target Masterpiece” (5) Screw Revolver 6"
pinned barrel with mint bore, 97% original bright blue and slightly faded case color, blue loss
Is mostly on sides of barrel at muzzle, all matching numbers except for magna style grips
which are correct diamond center checkered Walnut with excellent fit, excellent function,
made in 19393, sharp 100KiNg (C&R) .....ooeeiiie e, $895

22-C Smith & Wesson .22 LR “Model K-22 Target Masterpiece” (4) Screw Revolver 6"
pinned barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue just getting a little thin on cylinder, factory
target sights, 95% faded case color, all matching numbers on barrel, cylinder and butt, mint
but later added S&W checkered Goncalo Alves target style grips with silver S&W medallions,
exeellentiinction, MAne N AODB(UEEINY <o s s o S RS $865

23-C Smith & Wesson .22 LR “Model 22/32” Heavy Frame 5 Screw Target Hand Ejector
Revolver 6” pined barrel with bright excellent bore, bore shows one spot toward muzzle with
tiny pitting, 90% original blue with thinning along frame, silvering at muzzle, thinning blue
to brown on high edges on cylinder, front blade with red paint, adjustable rear sight, service
hammer and trigger shows light trace case colors, checkered Walnut diamond grips with
gold color S&W medallions and serialized with pencil on inside of grip panel, all matching
lmpers, mantiEciursd [T T84 T (L8R ).« s s $825

24-C Smith & Wesson .22 Rem Jet / .22 LR Model 53 “The Jet” 4 Screw Double Action
Revolver 6” pinned, ribbed barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue finish with light
thinning at muzzle and crane, front ramp, rear adjustable sight, serrated trigger and semi
target “switch style” hammer show trace case colors, checkered Walnut target grips with
speed loader cutout, silver S&W medallions and diamond around screw escutcheon, comes
with extra cylinder serialized to revolver, no Remington Jet inserts, excellent function, 1961
made, first year production (C&R) ... $1925

25-C Smith & Wesson .38 S&W “Model 14-3 K-38 Target Masierpiece” Double Action 3
Screw Revolver 67 pinned, ribbed barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, muted case
colors on serrated target trigger and target hammer, front partridge sight and adjustable rear
sight, mint Walnut checkered target grips with S&W medallions and speedloader cutout,
excellent function, ManUACTUIEd TO73 ... e e e e ee e $975

26-C Smith & Wesson .38 S&W “38 Military & Police Model 1905”, 4" Change 5 Screw
Double Action Target Revolver 6” pinned barrel with mint bore, mint early re-blue finish,
factory target sights, smooth “blued” trigger and checkered service hammer, square butt K
frame mother of pearl grips, left side of frame shows small S&W logo and right side marked
“Made in U.S.A.” both have gold color filling, all serialized numbers are matching, 1915-1942,
eXCRIENT TUNCHON (CRRY sumumurvnsssmimmmmninsmms oo i o s s s s $975

27-C Smith & Wesson 9mm “M&P Shield” Auto Pistol 3.125" barrel with excellent bore,
excellent black anodized finish, fiber optic Hi Viz sights, thumb safety, comes with one 7 and
one & round MAEGAZINe, a8 MEW I BOX .o s e i $275

28-C Smith & Wesson 9mm “Model 59” Double Action Auto Pistol 4” barrel with mint
bore, front serrated ramp sight, adjustable rear sight, 98% original blue on steel slide and
alloy frame, decocking/safety lever, two piece checkered black nylon grips with S&W logo,
serrated front and backstrap, comes with one original 14 round magazine, manufactured
T . B $695

29-C Star 9mm Para Model BM Clip Feed Auto Pistol 4" barrel with mint bore, fixed sights,
98% original blue light high edge wear, front strap and back strap show thinning, extractor
shows crisp straw color, black plastic checkered grips, “Z-1” date code, comes with one
original magazine, original importer black plastic case with white label showing model, QR
code and serial number, manufactured 19871 ..o, $365

30-C Star 9mm Para Model BS Clip Feed Auto Pistol 5" barrel with bright excellent bore,
fixed sights, 95% original blue, shows scratches on left side of slide at muzzle right side of
slide, extractor shows pitting and finish wear to gray tone, frame has high edge wear, brown
checkered plastic grips, “P-1” date code, one factory magazine, excellent function, comes
with black plastic hard case with white label and barcode, manufactured 1971 (C&R) .. $550
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31-C Stevens .22 Rimfire New Model No. 40 Single Shot Pocket Rifle 12" heavy barrel
with good pitted bore, 90% nickel plated receiver with scattered flaking, original protected
front sight, small adjustable tangent rear sight, smooth Walnut grips, excellent function,
manufactured 1896-1916 (C&R) ....oorriii s $725

32-C Tanfoglio 9mm Model EEA Witness Auto Pistol 4 2" barrel with mint bore, 98% matte
blue finish, 3 dot sights, front and rear slide serrations, skeletonized hammer, black stippled
rubber grips, modeled after the CZ 75, comes with one 10 round magazine, imported marked
CEEA-COCOA-FLA” . et $550

33-C Walther/Interarms .22 LR Model TPH Clip Feed Auto Pistol 2 34” barrel with mint bore,
fixed sights, stainless steel finish, black checkered plastic grips with Walther logo, comes
with one finger rest magazine and original black box with matching side label, inside box is
original instruction manual, excellent function, top box lid has separation at corners, collector
quality, made between 1987-2000 ..o $875

CENTERFIRE RIFLES
34-C Auto Ordnance .30 Cal. “Model M-1” Paratrooper Auto Carbine 18" barrel with mint
bore, 99% original parkerized finish, protected front post, flip down early style battle sight,
Walnut pistol grip stock with wire frame folding stock and forend, comes with one 15 round
magazine, comes with brown cardboard box with foam insert and includes cable lock,
I O L IRl O S A AN $1300
39-C Finnish / Suojeluskunta 7.62x54R “Type 28” Mosin Nagant Bolt Rifle 27" barrel with
fair pitted bore, protected front sight, type | finish rear sight, 70% arsenal blue finish thinning
to gray with high edge wear, barrel marked “54” and has a “SA” in a box cartouche, non
matching numbers, hardwood straight grip stock showing dings and dents, steel buttplate,
cleaning rod, functions properly (C&R) .......oooiiriii e $150
36-C Iver Johnson .30 Carbine “50™ Anniversary” Commercial M1 Auto Carbine 18” barrel
with excellent bore, 98% parkerized finish, type Ill barrel band/bayonet lug, flat bolt, rotary
safety protected front post, forged rear adjustable rear sight, smooth Walnut low wood stock
with two rivet handguard, comes with one magazine, with a circle “B” mark, checkered steel
parkerized buttplate, manufactured 1991, comes with original brown cardboard box with
correct matching end label, inside is paper, excellent function ..........ccccccceoiiieinieennnn. $975
37-C Izhevsk 7.62x54R “Model 44” Mosin Nagant Bolt Carbine 20" barrel with fair pitted
bore, 90% arsenal finish, barrel shows “USSR” Izhevsk 1928” cartouche along with a “1”
in a triangle indicating East German (refurbished mark), first quality weapon proof mark
along with other proof marks, bolt is in the white and not numbered to rifle, protected front
post, tangent rear sight, type | triangular bayonet, steel buttplate, magazine well, bolt all non
matching numbers, straight grip stock and handguard, stock shows early patch work at wrist
and toeline, excellent function, has sling and cleaning rod (C&R) ..........ccceiiiceiiiinnnnenn $350
38-C Japanese 6.9mm “Type 38” Smooth Bore Training Bolt Rifle 31 72" barrel with good
bore, 95% arsenal blue thinning to brown with receiver showing gray, no mum or receiver
markings present, plum style bolt handle, knurled safety indicator knob, single screw front
barrel band, no cleaning rod, inverted “V” front sight with folding leaf rear sight graduated
to 2400 meters, steel buttplate, smooth hardwood two piece stock with finger groove and
handguard, excellent function (C&R) .....oeeiieie e $400
39-C Japanese /Jinsen 7.7mm “Type 99” Last Ditch Bolt Rifle 25 72" barrel with good bright
bore showing some pitting, 90% arsenal blue to brown finish, receiver shows ground mum
and non original mum added, inverted “V” front sight, fixed peep rear sight, welded type
safety indicator, cylinder type bolt handle, rough cut oil stained stock and handguard, wood
buttplate, very nice last ditch (C&R) ... $350
40-C Japanese / Kokura 6.5mm Japanese “Type 38” Bolt Rifle 31 '4” barrel with bright
excellent bore showing some pitting, 97% arsenal blue finish showing some high edge wear
and light peppery pin prick pitting, receiver has clean mum and characters signifying type
38, bolt is not serialized to rifle, protected inverted “V” front sight, folding leaf graduated to
2400 meters rear sight, two piece hardwood stock with finger groove and handguard, sling
swivels, cleaning rod, steel buttplate, excellent function condition for this 24" series rifle
(IS T oot o B R B e i Rt $425
41-C Japanese / Kokura 7.7mm Japanese “Type 99” Bolt Rifle 25 72" barrel with good
bore showing pitting, 97% arsenal blue finish, inverted “V” front sight, fixed peep rear sight,
ground mum, no other markings, two piece hardwood stock and handguard, stock looks to
be refinished, no buttplate, sling swivels, excellent function (C&R) .......cccoiieiiiiiinins $350
42-C Japanese /Kokura 7.7mm Japanese “Type 99” Bolt Rifle 25 ¥2” barrel with bright good
bore, inverted “V” front sight, rear adjustable peep sight with folding leaf sight graduated
to 1500 meters, missing anti aircraft wings, good royal chrysanthemum with characters
signifying type 99, two piece buttstock, grooved forend, full length handguard, two screw
barrel band/bayonet lug, missing cleaning rod, matching number bolt, cupped buttplate,
excellent FUNCHION (C&R) ...voeeeeeeeeeee et $365
43-C Japanese / Kokura 7.7mm Japanese “Type 99” Late War Bolt Rifle 25 72" barrel
with fair pitted bore, 90% arsenal finish thinning blue to gray, inverted “V” front sight
without guards, fixed peep rear sight, riveted type front barrel band, receiver shows royal
chrysanthemum with light “x” in center, plum shaped bolt handle, weld with safety notch
safety indicator, sling swivels, two piece stock and handguard, stock and handguard have
been carved to give a finger groove also rear stock has a Japanese character carved into right
side, appears to all been around same time, wood buttplate, no cleaning rod, looks to function
properly for this late war last ditch rifle (C&R) .....occuveeieii e $365
44-C Japanese / Mukden 6.omm “Type 38” Bolt Rifle 31 4" barrel with bright excellent
bore, protected front inverted “V” front sight, folding leaf rear sight graduated to 2400
meters, ground mum missing, 90% arsenal blue finish with peppery pin prick pitting,
receiver stamped with characters signifying “type 38”, knurled safety with small tang, two
piece hardwood stock with finger grooved and handguard, stock shows dings and dents,
steel buttplate, bolt matching serialization to rifle, all matching, manufactured 1938-1944
01T R SERE $500

45-C Japanese / Nagoya 6.5mm Japanese “Type 38” Bolt Carbine 19” barrel with bright
excellent bore with scattered pitting, barrel band, bolt both serialized to rifle, ground mum,
no dust cover or cleaning rod, 90% arsenal blue finish with slight peppery pin prick pitting,
protected “V” front sight, folding rear leaf sight graduated to 2000 meters, knurled safety with
small notch indicator, two piece hardwood stock with handguard and finger grooves, cupped
huttplate, shing swivels, excellentfumehion (G&R} ..nummmnmmmmsasmmwamns $500

46-C Japanese / Nagoya 7.7mm Japanese “Type 99” Last Ditch Bolt Rifle 25 2" barrel with
fair pitted bore, inverted “V” front sight, fixed rear sight, riveted type barrel band/bayonet lug,
90% arsenal blue finish showing thinning, ground mum, plum shaped bolt handle, welded
safety indicator, two piece hardwood stock that looks to be refinished, rear sling swivel
missing, wood buttplate, top handguard and forward forend wood loose, excellent function
(BB ) ettt e ettt ea et e ea et e e b e eanan $250

47-C Japanese / Tokyo Kogyo 6.59mm “Type 38” School Bolt Rifle 31 4" barrel with fair
pitted bore, inverted “V” front sight, folding leaf rear sight graduated to 2400 meters, top of
receiver shows clean Royal chrysanthemum/Kanji characters denoting “school”/ “38”/ type,
receiver and barrel also show proof test marks, early type large safety knob, dust cover is
missing and so its the magazine follower, all metal surfaces are a brown and gray patina
showing peppery pin prick pitting, two piece buttstock and handguard show dings, dents
and scratches, left side of buttstock is carved “killed APR 1%, sling swivels, cleaning rod and
buttplate all show same patina (C&R) ......ooiiiiiieie e, $425

48-C Japanese / Tokyo 6.5mm “Type 38” Sportertized Bolt Rifle 21" barrel with fair pitted
bore, 97% arsenal blue showing some thinning on mid barrel, bent bolt, receiver shows good
un-struck mum, two piece hardwood stock showing heavy cleaning, no handguard, steel
buttplate, no dust cover, raised ramp front sight, rear folding leaf sight graduated to 2400
meters, comes with leather sling, excellent function (C&R) ....covveiiiiiiiiiiie, $350

49-C Remington 5Smm Magnum “Model 591M” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 24" barrel with good
bore, 95% original blue showing scattered pin prick pitting, original sights, grooved receiver,
smooth Walnut Monte Carlo pistol grip stock with grip cap, original buttplate with Remington
logo, comes with one magazine, manufactured 1971 (C&R) ..o, $385

20-C Savage .308 Winchester “Model 110-MC” Bolt Rifle 22" tapered barrel with mint
bore, 99% original blue, raised front blade with brass bead, folding leaf rear sight, receiver
mounted Nikon Buckmaster 3-9x40 scope with long range hunting BDC reticle, excellent
clean clear optics, hand checkered Walnut Monte Carlo pistol grip stock with grip cap and
alloy serrated savage buttplate, excellent function, manufactured 1959-1969 (C&R) .... $650

91-C Spanish / Oviedo 7mm Mauser “Model 1916” Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with good bore
showing some pitting, barley corn front sight, older style Lange Viziel rear sight, barrel
shows brown tone with gray, bayonet band and sling/handguard band are gray toned, bolt,
buttplate, receiver, triggerguard and floorplate are all polished white, all metal has scattered
pin prick pitting, receiver marked with a “(crown) /Fabrica de Arms/Oviedo/1921”, floorplate
triggerguard both serialized to rifle, import mark found under barrel, smooth Walnut straight
grip stock and handguard, handguard has crack between sight and receiver, missing cleaning
rod, excellent function, manufactured 1921 (C&R) ...oooieriiiiii e, $250

92-C U.S. Government / Springfield Armory 30/06 “M1 Garand” Auto Rifle 24” “SA” barrel
dated “5-45” with bright excellent bore, 97%+ arsenal parkerized finish with normal edge
wear, protected front post open battle adjustable rear sight with T105 sight drums, features
SA bolt, relief cut operating rod, 2 slot gas cylinder, stamped triggerguard, Walnut pistol grip
stock and handguard shows dings and dents, no marking on stock, steel buttplate, clear
plastic oiler kit in buttstock, excellent function for late WW-II M1 rifle, manufactured 1945
(GBI comeonssnimnssimm s e s e A S s B B e s $1895

93-C U.S. Springfield 30/06 Model 9013A3 MKI “Sporterized” Bolt Rifle 27" heavy
replacement barrel with mint bore, mid barrel and receiver mounted scope blocks, non
professional re-blue finish on receiver, bolt handle has been modified to accompany a scope
mount, smooth Walnut target pistol grip cap, brown Bishop rubber buttpad, 1903 floorplate
and triggerguard showing blue to gray, stock not cut at magazine cut off lever leaving it in
operational, other wise excellent TUNCLION ..o, $750

94-C Winchester 30/06 “Model 70” Pre 64 Standard Grade Bolt Rifle 24" barrel with mint
bore, raised front sight missing its hood, rear sight removed and replaced with a slot blank,
receiver mounted Redfield 3-9x40 scope with duplex reticle and crisp clean optics, 97%
original blue showing some thinning to gray with light high edge wear, Winchester proof
marks are crisp, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock with checkered steel widows peek
buttplate, stock has QD sling swivel studs, shows finish wear at buttplate and stock, overall
excellent 1954 vintage rifle (C&R) .....ooiiiii e, $1100

99-C Winchester 30/30 Model 1894 Lever Rifle 23" barrel with bright excellent bore, front
blade, open rear sight with elevator, non professional dovetail slot cut and filled just behind
rear sight, Lyman 66A aperture sight mounted to receiver, 50% original blue show on mostly
blue to gray finish, front magazine tube band looks to be non professionally soldered, smooth
Walnut straight grip stock and forend, stock has a 1 %2” crack on both sides at toe, crescent
steel buttplate shows a gray patina, excellent function, manufactured 1917 (C&R) ....... $975

RIMFIRE RIFLES
96-C Browning .22 LR “T-Bolt” Sporter Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, 99%+
original blue finish, gold color finish on trigger, no sights, receiver mounted scope blocks,
rear tang safety, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock showing light scratches, small chip on
left side of pistol grip, black plastic Browning buttstock, Q.D. sling swivels, excellent function,
comes with one 10 shot double helix rotary magazine, manufactured 2008-2019 ......... $700
97-C Browning .22 LR “T-Bolt” Sporter Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, 99%+
original blue finish, gold color finish on trigger, no sights, receiver mounted scope base and
rings, blocks, rear tang safety, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock showing light scratches,
small chip on left side of pistol grip, black plastic Browning buttstock, Q.D. sling swivels,

excellent function, comes with one 10 shot double helix rotary magazine, manufactured
L L A R S PS $700
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98-C lIver Johnson .22 S, L, & LR “Model 2-X” Self Cocking Single Shot Rifle 24" barrel with
bright excellent bore, non professional re-blue surfaces showing peppery pin prick pitting,
original sights, smooth Walnut stock with a large repaired crack on bottom side, excellent
TANEHBN ORI TR $125

99-C Marlin .22 S, L, & LR Model 25 Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, 98%
original blue, front post sight, rear sight removed, grooved receiver with mounted Lyman
6x All-American Perma center scope, scope has duplex reticle, clean clear optics, smooth
Walnut pistol grip stock, black plastic triggerguard and buttplate, comes with one magazine,
FABUTACTUTEE, TOBY .cciuvsmmmmismincsmssmissis v s e $450

60-C Marlin .22 S, L, & LR “Model 39A” Takedown Lever Rifle 24” barrel with excellent
bore, 95% original blue with slight wear towards muzzle, brass beaded post front sight
missing hood, elevator adjustable rear sight, full length magazine tube, factory scope mount,
gold trigger, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with fluted comb, bulls eye and sling swivels,
amriaciured T8¢ (RSN sy o 0 S R0 $945

61-C Marlin .22 S, L, & LR Model 39AS “Original Golden” Takedown Lever Rifle 24” barrel
with excellent bore, 98% original blue, semi buckhorn folding rear sight, smooth Walnut
pistol grip stock with fluted comb with some scratches, bulls eye and sling studs, factory
scope mount with Bushnell scope chief 22 3-8x20, manufactured 1989 (C&R) ............ $895

62-C Remington .22 S, L, & LR Model 511 “The ScoreMaster” Magazine Feed Bolt Rifle
29" barrel with excellent bore, open sights, 95% original blue, smooth Walnut pistol grip
stock with checkered hard rubber buttplate, shows normal dings and dents, excellent
function. manaraciired 1908 (C&R) wusvemmemrssnmesmsisarns g $255

63-C Savage / Anschuiz .22 LR "Model 141” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore,
98%+ original blue, hooded front sight, adjustable folding leaf rear sight, grooved receiver,
crisp clean barrel and receiver markings, bolt is bright, skipline checkered Monte Carlo
pistol grip stock with left side cheek piece, Rosewood forend tip with white line spacer,
black Anschutz plastic buttplate with white line spacer, wood shows some spots of staining,
light scratches and handling wear, comes with one 5 round magazine, excellent function,
manitiactiured in:Germanyn 1985 (G&R] ... $565

64-C Savage .22 LR Sporter Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23" barrel with excellent bore, 97% original
blue, open fixed sights, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with Schnabel forend, steel buttpad,
NG MIAGAEITEBBERY cncmsswsonecsimosissrsss s R RS A TSRS $285

65-C Stevens /Springfield .22 S, L, & LR “Model 53-B” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 24" barrel with
good bore, showing a bulge ring about 2 2" from muzzle, thinning blue to gray with scattered
pin prick pitting, replacement front and rear sights, refinished stock showing staining, dings
and dents, barrel bolt is a new replacement bolt, black plastic buttplate shows non professional
fitment, excellent function, stock shows “FCT” carved into left side (C&R) .......c..c.......... $135

66-C Stoeger /Uberti .22 LR Model 2200 “Silver Boy” Tube Feed Lever Rifle 19” barrel with
mint bore, 99% original blue and nickel finish, fixed sights, top receiver drilled and tapped,
smooth Walnut straight grip stock and forend wood, original black plastic buttplate, comes
with Weaver rail and screws, original cardboard box, box has matching side label to rifle,
FIATUTACIUTET BT wcimimmimimmmmmmiisrimmeisomsisis e o s v s i iains $525

67-C Weatherby .22 LR “"Model XXII” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 24" barrel with bright excellent
bore, 98% original blue and black anodized finish, raised front sight and express folding
leaf rear sight, hood is missing, grooved receiver with mounted Weatherby 4x Scope, scope
has plain crosshairs, clean, clear optics, Walnut Monte Carlo pistol grip stock with skipline
checkering, left side cheekpiece, rosewood forend, grip cap both with white line spacers,
rubber recoil pad with white and black spacers, Q.D. sling swivel studs, comes with one 5
round magazine, excellent function, stock shows dings and dents, manufactured in Italy by
Beretid 18647 1911 AGEH] sowmmmmurnemsme s i eSS $950

68-C Weatherby / KTG .22 LR “"Model XXII” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 24" barrel with mint bore,
97% original blue and black anodized finishes, barrel shows some scratches and thinning
at muzzle, front blade, brass bead, missing hood, express rear sight, grooved receiver,
Walnut skipline checkered pistol grip stock with rosewood forend tip and grip cap, both
with white line spacer, brown rubber Weatherby buttpad with white and black spacer, comes
with one 10 round magazine, sling swivels, excellent function, stock shows dings and dents,
manuiactured 1867=19714 I Japan (GAR) .. $825

69-C Winchester .22 LR “Model 77” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, original
sights, re-blue finish, barrel address looks clean and crisp but the Winchester proof mark
on barrel, grooved receiver show wear and buffing, Walnut pistol grip stock with original
buttplate, comes with one unmarked magazine, excellent function, stock shows dings and
dents and staining on butt near buttplate, manufactured 1960 (C&R) .........ccccorieeiiee $300

70-C Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 69” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25" barrel with excellent
bore, 98% original blue, front raised ramp sight missing hood, rear Dockendorf style sight,
sweep back Bolt handle shows mostly blue, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with blued
triggerguard, one Winchester marked magazine, original Winchester marked buttplate,
excellent function; manutaetired 18331803 [CEH} ... $450

71-C Winchester .22 S, L & LR “Model 69A” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25" barrel with bright
excellent bore, original sights, 90% original blue thinning to gray with some light peppery pin
prick pitting, push button magazine release with one 5 round Winchester magazine, smooth
Walnut pistol grip stock with light scratches, original Winchester buttplate, manufactured
BHIDEERBE ARG Y s st e T S A SR $295

72-C Winchester .22 S, L, LR “Model XTR 9422” 75" Anniversary, Boy Scouts of America
Commemorative Lever Rifle 20 2" round barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue, engraved
grooved receiver is 99%+ antique pewter colored, factory hooded front sight and adjustable
semi buckhorn rear sight. Barrel band and buttplate also 99%+ antique pewter color comes
with its original cardboard box with Styrofoam insert. AN1B Mfg 1985, collector quality,
checkered walnut straight grip stock forend wood ...........cooeeeiicieciii e $1825

73-C Winchester .22 WRF “Model 90” Tube Feed 3™ Model Takedown Pump Rifle 24”
octagon barrel with bright excellent bore, original open sights, metal surfaces are mostly
thinning blue to gray with peppery pin prick pitting, Walnut straight grip stock and small
grooved forend wood, stock shows dings and dents, crescent steel buttplate also shows gray
in color, overall excellent function, manufactured 1932-1941 (C&R) ......ccoveiiieieee $1100

74-C Winchester .22 S, L, & LR Model 60A Single Shot Bolt Rifle 23" barrel with an excellent
bore, open sights, 95%+ original blue toning to brown with scattered pin prick pitting, nickel
plated bolt, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with finger groove forend, original Winchester
logo buttplate, excellent function, manufactured 1930-1945 (C&R) ..ooovrriiiniiiiiiinneen.. $275

715-C Winchester .22 S, L, & LR Model 67 "Sporting” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 27" barrel
with bright excellent bore, 97% original blue, open sights, nickel bolt and trigger, smooth
Walnut pistol grip stock, Winchester logo black plastic buttplate, manufactured 1934-1963
PRI s curns e T SO R A B S $250

SHOTGUNS
76-C Franchi 20 Gauge “Model Affinity 3” Auto Shotgun 26" vent rib barrel with mint bore,
fiber optic front sight, (3) removable chokes, modified, improved cylinder, full, Mossy oak
bottomland camo finish throughout, L.O.P. 14.25" spacers included, as new in box with
PAPEIS AN WIBNCH ...oeee et e e e snnr e ee e ba e e e e e esanneaae e nnnees $795
77-C Harrington & Richardson 20 Gauge “Model 58" Topper Single Shot Shotgun 28"
barrel with mint bore, 3" chamber, fixed modified choke, 98% original blue and tiger stripe
style case colors on action, single bead front sight, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock and
forend wood, plastic H&R logo buttplate, excellent function, shotgun features no transfer
safety bar, rebounding hammer, ejector and side lever break open action, manufactured
TOT7 41976 e e e $165
78-C High Standard 12 Gauge Flight King Deluxe “Model K121” Pump Shotgun 28" raised
vent rib barrel with mint bore, fixed modified choke, 2 3" chamber, 97% original bleu
showing light scratches on receiver, light thinning toward muzzle and wear along magazine
tube, press checkered Walnut pistol grip stock and forend, stock shows varnish wear along
grip and high luster has been removed from stock, grip cap and brown rubber recoil pad,
excellent funetion, manufactured 1966-1973 ..o $285
79-C lthaca / LeFever 12 Gauge “Nitro Special” Boxlock Double Trigger Side by Side
Shotgun 28" solid rib barrels, fixed improved and modified cylinders, 2 %" chambers, bright
excellent bores, single silver bead front sight, 90% thinning blue to gray finish, barrels show
scratches and a ding on right side of barrel 5" muzzle, receiver shows 80% original case colors
with loss on top and bottom showing gray, barrel lever is right of center, extractors, tang safety
both work properly, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock and forend, forend has a 3" nicely
repaired crack on right side, stock shows normal dings and dents, black plastic buttplate and
grip cap, excellent function, 14” L.O.P.,, manufactured 1939-1940 (C&R) ..........ccccceennee $395
80-C Ithaca / Western Arms .410 Gauge “Long Range” Small Bore Boxlock Double Trigger
Hammerless Side by Side Shotgun 26" solid raised rib barrel with fixed full and improved
modified chokes, 2 ¥2” chamber, bright excellent bores, 80% thinning original blue to gray
with scattered pin prick pitting along barrels, receiver is mostly gray with areas of light case
colors still show, barrel latch is right of center, single brass bead front sight, auto safety lever
on tang, smooth Walnut stock and splinter style forend wood, rubber checkered buttplate,
excellent function anthis 1939 BnBIQUM(CER) ovvpnmnnmnrssssnsmans $1200
81-C New England Firearms 12 Gauge Pardner Model SB1 Single Shot Shotgun 24" barrel
with mint bore, 3 ¥2” chamber, fixed full choke, single brass bead front sight, 98%+ blue on
barrel and matte blue receiver, mossy oak break-up camo on pistol grip stock and forend, black
rubber recoil pad, sling swivels with a camo sling, break open action with ejector, transfer
safety bar mechanism on hammer, excellent function, manufactured 1987-2008 ........... $225
82-C Ranger 12 Gauge Boxlock Double Trigger Side by Side Shotgun 30" barrels with solid
rib with excellent bores, fixed improved modified and full chokes, 2 %" chambers, 97%
original blue on barrels showing light scratches some light muzzle wear, 70% cyanide case
color hardening showing on receiver with loss muted to gray on bottom of frame, barrel
latch is slightly right of center, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock and forend wood, stock
shows dings and dents and is loose at tang, red rubber recoil pad looks to have been melted
and needs replacing, overall safety, extractors and lock up all appear to function properly
L $225
83-C Remington 16 Gauge “Model 58” Sportsman Auto Shotgun 28" solid rib barrel with
excellent bore, improved cylinder, 2 %" chamber, 95% original thinning to even gray tone with
light peppery pin prick pitting on engraved game scene receiver, single brass bead front sight,
checkered Walnut pistol grip stock and forend wood both showing varnish flaking, scratches
and handling wear, excellent function, manufactured 1960 (C&R) ......ccceeviiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn, $525
84-C Savage / Springfield 12 Gauge “Model 67” Pump Shotgun 28" plain barrel, fixed full
choke, 3" chamber, bright excellent bore, single silver bead front sight, 97% original blue with
some thinning along barrel and at muzzle, receiver shows fine scratches, smooth hardwood
pistol grip stock and grooved forend show scratches and dings, black rubber buttpad, Q.D.
sing swivelsitid: in-tog hing, excellent IRCHAN LEAR] ..o onmmsmsns $260
859-C Sears / Mossherg 12 Gauge “Model 446.511761 / 500 ALS” Slug Gun Pump Shotgun
18" slug barrel with fixed cylinder bore, 2 34" chamber with excellent bore, spare 28" plain
barrel with fixed modified choke, 2 34" chamber with excellent bore, 99% original blue, raised
front sight, folding leaf rear sight, tip of receiver has factory drill and taped for scope base,
smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with rubber recoil pad, grooved forend wood, excellent
function, manufactured 197 7-1980 .. ..o e $425
86-C Smith & Wesson 20 Gauge Model 1000M Auto Shotgun 28" vent rib, 3" chamber, fixed
full choke barrel with bright excellent bore, 95% thinning blue to gray, engraved receiver
shows some high edge wear and light pin prick pitting, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock
and forend, S&W logo black pistol grip cap, S&W logo brown vented rubber recoil pad,
manufactured in Japan, excellent function, manufactured 1982-1985 ...........ccceeee $575
87-C Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 1400 Auto Shotgun 26” plain barrel with bright excellent
bore, 2 %" chamber, fixed improved cylinder chamber, 98% original blue, receiver shows
dings, scratches mostly on left side, single bead front sight, press basket weave checkered
pistol grip stock and forend, black plain grip cap, red rubber recoil Winchester pad, excellent
funclion, manufaciured T904=TY8T ..o v s isemes s e s iy s S e e $425
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88-C Winchester 12 Gauge “Model 1912 Riot” Pump Shotgun 20" plain barrel with minty
bore and marked “nickel steel”, “Model 12”7, “WP” proof and “Cyl” choke, 97% original
blue with a little scratchiness on sides of receiver, takedown feature looks like it was never
disassembled/assembled, made in late 191/ or early 1918 probably as a post war police
or prison gun, no Winchester configuration records available per Cody Firearms records
office but money back guarantee by Pack and Postal as authentic original riot configurations,
excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with early style graceful shape and mint Winchester logo
hard rubber checkered buttplate, original 18 “ring” pump handle in minty condition, entire
gun shows very light storage wear but otherwise in excellent+ condition both appearance
wise and mechanical function, bright bolt and small single bead front sight, museum quality
BB sccomnneatmsmsconsssssc et S 2 B S BTN $2265

ANTIQUE AND BLACKPOWDER FIREARMS (NO FFL REQUIRED):
Check your local laws on antiques
89-C Colt .36 Cal. “Model 1851” 2" Generation Black Powder Revolver 7 12" octagon barrel
with mint bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue and case colors on frame, hammer, loading
lever, silver plated square back triggerguard and backstrap, one piece Walnut grips, roll
engraved battle scene on eylinder, excellent Tunclion ... $395
90-C Colt .36 Cal. “Model 1851 Navy” 2" Generation Black Powder Revolver 7 2" barrel
with mint bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue, 90% case colors with loading lever showing
mostly gray, naval battle scene engraved cylinder, cylinder shows drag line, square back silver
plated triggerguard and backstrap, excellent function, all matching numbers ................ $595
91-C Colt .44 Cal. “Model 1860” Army 2" Generation Cap and Ball Revolver 8” barrel with
mint bore, 99 2% original blue and vivid case colors, brass backstrap and triggerguard, as
new unfired in original black flip top box with end label and opened literature pockets in lid,
revolver has it’s original hang tag and is equipped with lugs and butt cutout for a shoulder
stock all MBICHING swamsmmsmmsms R s bR $625
92-C Colt .44 Cal. Black Powder 1860 Army Revolver 8" barrel with mint bore, 99% original
blue, 98% case color hardened frame and loading lever, engraved ship battle scene on cylinder,
brass mustard patina frontstrap/triggerguard, blued backstrap, side mounting screws and
notch in butt for stock, excellent smooth hard wood grips, as new in box ..................... $675
93-C Colt .44 Cal. 2™ Generation 2nd Model Dragoon Black Powder Revolver 7 %2” barrel
with mint bore, 98% original blue, 98% original crisp case colors, fixed sights, engraved
cylinder, brass square back triggerguard, brass back strap, dark mint Walnut one piece grips,
all matehing numbers, exeellent TUNBLIGN <. $695
94-C E. Remington & Sons 12 Gauge 1873 "Whitmore Hammer Lifter” Grade 3 Double
Hammer / Trigger Side by Side Shotgun 30" solid rib Damascus barrels with fair pitted
bores, /0% brown and gray in color with heavy pitting at muzzles, grade 3 engraved receiver,
locks and hammers that all show gray with scattered pin prick pitting, no triggerguard,
bottom tang/trigger mounting screw hole is broken, worn checkered Walnut splinter style
forend wood with wedge style lock and straight grip stock with widows peak steel buttplate,
wood shows dings and dents, great early shotgun for displaying or a fixer upper ......... $700
95-C Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W 3" Variation Premier “Type 9 “ Revolver 3” barrel
with good bore with some pitting, 90% blue with some pin prick pitting, 5 shot fluted cylinder,
functions as single and double action, manufactured 1897 ...........cccooiiiiiiiiieecee, $150
96-C Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W 3" Variation Premier “Type 9 “ Revolver 3” barrel
with excellent bore, 95% chrome, 85% blue triggerguard case hardened trigger hammer,
fixed sights, two piece black hard rubber grips, functions in single and double action,
MANUTACTUNEA 1897 ...ttt et a e e ae e e $165
97-C Italian 6.5 Carcano “Model 1870/87/16 Vetterli WW-I Bolt Rifle 34" barrel with bright
excellent bore, front post rear tangent sight, barrel marked “P.B.” for Pietro Beretta of Brescia
ltaly, 95%+ original blue toned to brown, Walnut straight grip stock with light cartouche on
right side and rack number on right side, small crack in toe of stock, sling swivels and original
sling, ManUlAEtured T8BB. «vciammommsasimvoomamesmsim e S SRS $525
98-C lver Johnson .38 S&W Safety Automatic Top Break Hammerless Revolver 3 '4” barrel
with mid pitting good bore, nickel finish with pitting throughout, blued triggerguard, multiple
line scratches on cylinder, two piece Owl head black hard rubber grips, fixed sights, 2" model
2" variation, manufactured 1897 ..o $135
99-C Marlin 45/70 Government Model 1881 Lever Rifle 26 7/8” barrel with dim bore and
defined rifling, barrel and receiver refinished, cracked wood stock, missing magazine tube
AN TorEnd; MAanLTECIrEg T80 wuvvnnuisrusns s S e s S G $825
100-C Navy Arms .36 Cal. Black Powder “Model 1858” Revolver 6 72" barrel with excellent
bore, 95% original blue with some loss by muzzle due to slight pitting cleaning, brass

triggerguard, Smooth WalnUL grips ... e $275
101-C Pietta .36 Cal. Black Powder “1858 Navy” Revolver 6 5/8" barrel with excellent bore,
95% original blue, brass triggerguard, smooth Walnut grips ..o, $275

102-C Ruger .44 Cal. “"Model Old Army Single Action” Black Powder Revolver 7 2" barrel
with excellent bore, 95% original blue, factory adjustable sights, factory wood grips with
medallions, eXCelent TUMEHAN: cu o i S S L $795

103-C Ruger .44 Black Powder "Old Army” Revolver 7.5” barrel with excellent bore,
adjustable rear sight, front sight painted orange/yellow, 98% stainless quick change cylinder
kit installed, smooth wood grips with silver Ruger medallion, manufactured 1981 ....... $750

104-C Ruger .45 Cal. “0ld Army” Black Powder Revolver 7 2" barrel with good bore,
adjustable sights, smooth wood grips with silver Ruger medallions, 95% blue with some
gt SErBICR NG Ak PEHIEIE EUIECIN vscosmscun nnssnsons nsossons ossssons s s eSS Mo $685

105-C Smith & Wesson .38 S&W “Baby Russian” 1% Model Single Action Top Break
Revolver 4” barrel with good bore some pitting, 90% original nickel, fixed sights, S&W
diamond hard rubber grips, all matching numbers, manufactured 18/76-1877 .............. $550

106-C Western Arms / Uberti .44 Cal. “Model 1858 Remington Black Powder Revolving
Carbine 18" octagon barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue showing light scratches,
cylinder shows dragline, smooth Walnut straight grip stock, crescent brass buttplate and
triggerquard, eéxcellent Tunction, manufactured 1970 ...........cvmiumim e $625

COLLECTOR REFERENCE BOOKS:
($5.00 per book shipping and packaging)

107-C Marlin firearms a History of the Guns and the Company That Made Them by William

Brophy, copyright 1989, 696 page hardcover with jacket, about new overall ................... $80
108-C Remington Firearms The Golden Age of Collecting by Robert W.D. Ball, copyright

19995, 200 page hardcover with dust jacket, about new overall ..........c..ocoeeeniiiriicenie $30
109-C /ver Johnson Arms and Cycle Works Firearms 1987-1993 copyright 2006, 232 page
SO COURE 8% MBW omm i i s i e e S e e e $80
110-C Mauser, Walther and Mannlicher Firearms by W.H.B. Smith, copyright 1971 by
Stackpole books, (3) old 1940’s books condensed into (1), excellent reference, 600 page

hardeover-near e DYBTAl]l .c.uunummnniimmmmss oo s s e i S R $45
111-C Handguns of the World by Edward C. Ezel, copyright 1981, 704 page hardcover, no dust
jacket, excellent CONAITION ...t $15

112-C World of Lugers Proof Marks by Sam Costanza, copyright 1977, 432 page hardcover,

signed by author, excellent condition ... $175
113-C The History and Development of Small Arms Ammunition Vol. 2 by George A. Hoyer,

copyright 1982, 303 page hardcover with dust jacket, excellent overall, dedication signed by

BULNOL. SUPET TEIBTENEE: oo emammamnmi s s s i s e e s s $250
114-C Collecting The Edges Weapons of the Third Reich Vol. V by Thomas M. Johnson,
copyright 1985, 330 page hardcover deluxe with dust jacket, as new overall .................. $70
115-C Collecting The Edges Weapons of the Third Reich Vol. VI by Thomas M. Johnson,
copyright 1992, 338 page hardcover with jacket, as new overall ............ccccoeoiiieiineean, $70
116-C Collecting The Edges Weapons of the Third Reich Vol. VIl by Thomas M. Johnson,
copyright 1994, 372 page hardcover deluxe with dust jacket, as new overall .................. $70
117-C Collecting The Edges Weapons of the Third Reich Vol. VIl by Thomas M. Johnson,
copyright 1996, 364 page hardcover deluxe with dust jacket, as new overall .................. $70

118-C U.S. Military Arms Inspector Marks by Anthony C. Daum and Charles W. Pete,
copyright 2016, 240 page hardcover in excellent condition, covers all cartouche and marks

BT ULS: QU cevcnssammoomsmmsimmnssssmms s o s s o e s S VeV ooy $65
119-C Military Collectables: An International Directory of Twenlieth-Century Militaria by

Joe Lyndhurst, copyright 1983, 205 page hardcover with jacket ............cccoiiiiiiiiiennie $20
120-C Top of The Line Hunting Colleciables by Donna Tonelli, copyright 1998, 28/ page

hardcover with jacket, excellent overall, lots of illustrated decoys, hunting art, calendars all
WIER 1998 PIICES ...t ee et eeea e eeae s enaeseseneenaeaneensenns $45
121-C The Parker Gun: An Immorial American Classic by Larry L. Baer, copyright 1974-1980,

196 page hardcover in excellent condition with good dust jacket ...........cccoviiiiieeene $10
122-C U.S. Martial Single Shot Pistals by Hartzler and Whisker, copyright 1997, 128 page
hardeever, 38 NRWBVETall v s s S $60

123-C The Mauser Self Loading Pistoel by Belford and Dunlap, copyright 1969, 208 page

hardcover in well used condition with reader notes and poor canvas cover with canvas spine
missing but complete and very good reference, no dust jacket ..........c..ccoeeviiiiiiiiiennnne $25
124-C Collecting the Edged Weapons of the Third Reich Volume Il by Thomas Johnson,
copyright 1978, 362 page deluxe hardcover with jacket, 2" edition, super photos and text,

MEET NEW BB wommmmmsm s s S R R O $70
125-C Collecting the Edged Weapons of the Third Reich Volume IV by Thomas Johnson,
copyright 1981 & 1993, 2™ edition, 343 page deluxe hardcover with jacket, super text and

PROEAS; BB PBMEDNIBRBIL. 2 coisaciasessossssessossssositiosiosces s s RS A S R A $70
126-C Milifary Bolt Action Rifles 1841-1918 by Donald B. Webster, copyright 1993, 142

page hardcover with jacket that shows un-repaired small tears, nice reference for early style

military bolt rifles, excellent text and photos ..., $50

127-C Collecting The Edged Weapons of Imperial Germany Volume [ by Johnson and

Whittmann, copyright 1988, 1 edition 363 page deluxe hardcover with dust jacket, as new

OVETEll SHEBP TRICFEIBE st s s s i o e S e s $60

128-C Collecting The Edged Weapons of The Third Reich by Thomas Johnson, copyright
1976, volume 1l 2™ series edition deluxe, hard cover, 352 pages, wear new overall with dust
|Jacket, high:quality paper, excellentiext and phefas ... .o woes s $75

129-C The American Eagle-Pommel Sword The Early Years 1794-1830 by E. Andrew
Mowbray, copyright 1988, 244 page hardcover with jacket, excellent overall .................. $75

130-C The Ames Sword Company 1829-1935 by John D. Hamilton, copyright 1983, 255 page
hardcover with jacket, excellent condition ..o, $60

131-C Inscribed Union Swords 1861-1865 by David V. Strow, copy right 1983, 192 page

hardcover with jacket and author inscribed to previous owner, excellent condition ......... $45
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DOUGLAS R, (CARISON

Antique American Firearms

P.O. Box 71035-GD
Des Moines, lowa 50325
Telephone: 515-224-6552

FULL COLOR
MAIL ORDER CATALOGS OF
FINE ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers
From The Time Period 1848 to 1898. Colt, Remington,
Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert And Many Others.

Each Item Is Described In Accurate Detail.

Large 40 to 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class

Mail Every 6 to 12 Months. Many Items Are Pictured.
A Subscription To 5 Issues Is $40 In The US Only.

YOU WILL LIKE MY CATALOGS!

“41 Years of Antique Firearms Catalogs”

PO. Box 932
Hilliard, Ohic 43026-0932 « U.S.A.
Phone (614) 777-078S - Fax (614) 777-0796
E-Mail drachwal4u@aol.com

wwwW.HANDGUNSoFTHEWORLD.com

OLD, RARE AND UNUSUAL
CLASSIC - ANTIQUE - MILITARY - BUY - SELL - TRADE

GUN GOLLECGTIONS WANTED!

(any size)
Pre-64 Winchesters ® American Doubles ¢ Collectable Remingtons
e Sakos * Weatherbys ¢ Colts ® Smith & Wesson

Will pay a PREMIUM for Collector Quality Guns.
50 Years in gun business. TRY ME BEFORE YOU SELL!

RANDY S. SHUMAN

P.0. Box 177, 321 Steelstown Road, Newville, PA 17241
Phone: 717-776-7861 FAX: 717-776-7034
Email: shumanguns@hotmail.com

68| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

M1 CARBINE
PARTS

Download Our FREE Catalog!!
www.bestcarbineparts.com

Carbine Barrels
Stock Pouches
Slings & Early Oilers
Stocks & Handguards
Type I Early Flip Sights

“Type 1, 11 Dog Leg Hammers

*Flat & Round Bolts: $95.00 & Up

“Front Bands Type I, II & III

“Front & Rear Sights

*Swivels (All Mfgs.): $18.00 & Up

*Mag. Rel. Type I, II & I1I: $32.00 & Up
*M1A1 Recoil Plate Covers: $65.00
*M1A1 Butt Plate Springs: $10.00
*M1A1 Coil Springs (Pistol Grip): $10.00
*Type I Band Screws: $7.50

*** Celebrating 30+ Years™**

L&S SUPPLY, INC.

22211 Lofton Ave. N
Scandia, MN 55073

E-Mail: Issupply@spacestar.net

Or call: (651)773-9972
15 DAY 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

THE NINETY-NINE

! REVISED THIRD EDITION

Nustrated description of all 32 Versions, ) o

Serials, Barrel Stamps, Sights, Engraving, | | ®/veTy mine

Extra Order, Savage Brand Ammo & Scopes e 1§ e
\

! 165 pages, durable soft cover
REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:

GUNS & AMMO; AMERICAN RIFLEMAN:
| RIFLE, PENN GAME NEWS: GUN DIGEST;
Bl GUN WEEK

SAVAGE

. _ I3 1N}

“THE MODEL 99 COLLECTORS BIBLE"
Best SAVAGE Reference Book Available
Assisting Gun Enthusiasts Worldwide
530 PLUS 55 S&H

\d PERSONAL CHECKS OK, No Cards/C.0.D.

§W DOUG MURRAY, AUTHOR/PUBLISHER
Make Checks Payable to Leslie Murray

31 Spencer Street, S Farmingdale, NY 11/735-3133

Adams & Adams
Custom Engraving Shop

(/ 4 )) / 4 l/(/
f/’/{y/a) & Jeeln rgrees

360 Moon Meadow Dr.
P.O.Box66
VERSHIRE, VT 05079
Tel. 802-685-0019

peacemaker66 @earthlink.net
www.adamsandadamsengraving.com

GUNDIGEST.COM




Modern day Riflestocks, at Old fashion Prices

Semi Custom Stocks -- Rifle-Stocks.com
SALE! NEW INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
Brown/Brown, Camo, or Black/Grey Laminate Only $129

= WANTEID=

2FAST AND FAIR OFFER
+IMMEDIATE PAYMENT FOR KNIVES

WOLVERINE STYLE

igz:::;zzf:::m SR =2 A\ Short Varmint Forearm Grip Finger Groovés!
»CUSTOM | S (tf,..é FREE Rosewood Tip & Cap
> ANTIQUE G *

BLUE RIDGE KNIVES /=’ S§

166 ADWOLFE RD. * DEPTGD » MARION, VA 24354
PHONE 276-783-6143 * FAX 276-783-9298
WWW.BLUERIDGEKNIVES.NET

E5861 Herzberg Road
Marion, Wi 54950
(715) 754 - 2891

PUILL
CLIPS

Ranch Products makes Full Moon Clips for
all of the popular revolvers for 45 years.

RANCHPRODUCTS.com

P.O. Box 145 Malinta, Ohio 43535
stevenacrawford@msn.com

COLLECTOR
FIREARMS
CATALOG

Win., Colt, Rem., Marlin,
Sav. & Dbils.
$10.00 U.S.

I FREE SAMPLE

LARRY’S GUN ROOM

105 N. 8th Street, Beresford, SD 57004
605-763-5090

GUNDIGEST.COM

WOLVERINE THUMBHOL

Thumbhole (mp with Finger Grooves $139
& Short 2-1/4” Varmint Forearm & up
Available in Claro/Black Walnut, English, Maple, or Laminated

Stocks for over 100 bolt actions
spanning over 100 years!

O Ta TAC-DRIVER SILHOUETTE STYLE

Palm Swell, Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves
Varmint Forearm Grip & 3/8° Vents
Brown or Black Laminate Only $149 Other Colors Available!
Stocks are unfinished & ready for sanding- 96% & 99% inlets
Left Hand, 2 1/4” Varmint, or Thumbhole’s--Add $17
100% Money Back Guarantee!

Order Now: S&H $17.50, Add $3 each addit. Visa, MC, COD(511)
Economy, No Discount $69 |Grade A Fancy $150
Standard Grade $95 |Grade AA Fancy $199
Select Grade $107|Grade AAA Extra Fancy $279
Semi-Fancy - NOW §119 $+29 |Exhibition - 100% Figure $379

RICHARDS MICROFIT STOCKS, Inc.

Call Now! 1-800-895-7420 Rifle-Stocks.com
PO Box 1066. SUN VALLEY. CA 91352

WAYNE
DRISKILL

MINIATURE FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Dealing in fine hand crafted,

museum quality miniature firearms.
Sales, buying, consignments, appraisals.

‘

PO. Box 2829, Pearland, TX 77588
Office: (281) 485-1830
Cell: (281) 468-7103
Email: wdriskill@hotmail.com

www.waynedriskillminiatures.com
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tha 1 a %entu ry old is
Stlll one of"the most popu-
[he answer is simple: The 1911 is
still with u&semuse it still works. Of
course, modern 1911s are a bit different
from the original, and over the years
a collection of custom moditfications
are now mostly standard. Some might
wonder which of these modifications
are important. Well, the oldest and larg-
est civilian firearms training academy
in the world has answered that question

with the return of the Gunsite Service
Pistol (GSP).

ORIGIN & HISTORY

In 1976, Jett Cooper, Marine, interna-
tional firearms trainer and founding
president of the International Practical

GUNDIGEST.COM

The Finks GSP 1911.

Shooting Confederation (IPSC), took
a ranch in Arizona and turned it into a
shooting school. The American Pistol
Institute (API) is where Cooper taught
upstanding Americans to defend them-
selves with a handgun. Now known as
Gunsite Academy, which also trains
military and law enforcement, it’s the
worlds oldest and largest civilian fire-
arms training school.
As participation there grew, stu-
dents would often get their handguns
tweaked to Cooper standards by the
Gunsite Smithy, and it wasnt long until
Gunsite began offering custom pistols.
Up until about 2002, you could order
a custom 1911 from Gunsite, but over
the years the particulars of these pistols
varied. However, Gunsite smithy Rob-
bie Barrkman of ROBAR fame did offer
a hand-tuned 1911, which was referred

YI LSS LSS SSSSS SIS SIS SIS S SIS LSS SIS LSS S S SIS SIS SIS LSS S SIS S S S S SIS S S S S S S S S S A S SIS S S S S S S A SSSS S S S S S S S S S S S S S S A SIS SIS SIS S S S S S Ao

to as the Gunsite Service Pistol (GSP).

When Buz Mills purchased Gunsite
in 1999, he decided it shouldnt be in
the gun-building business but did offer
Gunsite “approved” 1911s through their
Pro Shop, which were manufactured
exclusively—to Gunsite standards—by
Colt. The idea was that these pistols—
now known as the Colt Gunsite Service
Pistol (GSP)—would be an embodi-
ment of what Cooper felt 1911 perfec-
tion to be. Unfortunately, through the
years, the Colt GSP has been only spo-
radically available.

When Mike Moore retired as the
Gunsite Smithy a few years back, Finks
Gunsmithing of Chino Valley, Arizona,
and Tyler Gunworks of Friona, Texas,
began filling in. They completely reno-
vated the shop to best service Gunsite
clientele, and since then the talented
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smiths at Finks have repaired the guns
that break during training classes while
also offering full custom work. With a

master class smithy once again on-site,
retired Sherift Ken Campbell, Gunsites
CEO, decided it was time for the GSP to

ride again. The result is the latest version
of the GSP, and its 100-percent hand-built

(Above) The Finks GSP is a
1911, optimally configured
for training and fighting.

(Right) There’salotto
look at in this picture,
but notice the keen
carry bevel onthe bot-
tom edge of the slide.

(Farright) The
magazine well on the
Finks GSP is expertly
beveled to assist with
magazine insertion.
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by Finks Gunsmithing at Gunsite.

The allure of this pistol should be clear:
[t continues a legacy thats integral to Gun-
sites history. More importantly, it should
be looked at as whats arguably the best
example of a fighting 1911. Its origins date
back to when the Gunsite Ranch and API
were founded, when Cooper codified the
Modern Technique of the Pistol, laid the
foundation for defensive handgun train-
ing as we know it, and once wrote, “The
great 1911 .45 was a very nearly perfect
artifact from the day of its birth.” The new
GSP from Finks is an expertly crafted
amalgamation of nearly 50 years of lessons
learned at Gunsite Academy. No other
pistol on Earth can claim that.

THE DETAILS
Finks starts with a 70 series, forged steel
frame and slide sourced through Tyler
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Gun Works. It fitted with a hammer-
forged match barrel with a recessed tar-
get crown, duty weight springs, extend-
ed grip safety, Wilson Combat thumb
safety, long skeletonized match trigger,
scalloped EGW main spring housing,
and the trigger guard is undercut. The
entire pistol then receives a carry bevel/
de-horning treatment to do away with
its sharp edges, front strap serrations,
wide-cut cocking serrations on the
front and rear of the slide, reliability
and trigger job, lowered and flared ejec-
tion port, and the magwell is beveled
too. A U-notch Wilson Combat battle-
sight is installed to mate with a Novak
yellow outlined tritium front sight that
stands out like a ready-to-bust pimple
on a fashion models nose. The pistol
then receives a satin blue finish, and

G 10 Super Scoop grips are installed
with chromed hex head screws.

Other features include a most unique
Commander-style hammer with a cut-
out in the shape of the Gunsite raven.
Also, on the right slide of the slide just

GUNDIGEST.COM
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STEP BACK DRILL

‘rrrr e

DS 20 YARDS 15 YARDS 10 YARDS 5 YARDS TWO SHOTS FROM HOLSTER AT

INCH
TARGET

hﬁ
)

EACH DISTANGE
TIME SEPERATELY
10 HITS IN LESS THAN 20
SECONDS
behind the rear cocking serrations is pistol to the two shooting drills that [ Hills 200-grain SWC load, I ran this
an engraved Gunsite raven. Just under use with every pistol I test. drill five times and cleaned it on all but
the ejection port, “GSP Government’ is The first is the Forty-Five Drill, and the first run, where I hammered the first
engraved and "Gunsite Service Pistol” the goal is to draw from concealment shot and hit a bit low. My average time
is engraved on the left side of the slide. ~ and put five rounds into a 5-inch circle,  for this drill was 3.88 seconds, which is
Additional customization is optional, at 5 yards in 5 seconds. Using Black about a half-second slower than [ can

but limited if you want the pistol to re-
tain its GSP identity.

[ consider myself somewhat of a 1911
snob: ['ve been carrying 191 1s for pro-
tection, training and competition, for
more than a quarter century. The only
thing [ would change on this pistol is
for the slide stop to receive just a touch
more de-horning along its forward edge
to keep it from eating into the holster.
And I'd also moderately smooth the
texturing on the front edge of the left
orip scale where your fingers rest. Yeah,
as 1911s go, this pistol is that perfect.

RANGE TIME

This is a pretty pistol to look at; it
checks all the boxes most often associ-
ated with a custom 1911, but there are

a lot of modernized 1911s that are very
similar. For a pistol like this to be worth
the money or suitable for carry or

FORTY-FIVE DRILL

training, the thing has to shoot where mn:‘ﬂ‘:‘:::::“n

it's poltr_lted,,t incti 1"[ needs to ﬁodb?g FRaN e vanae

on the range is the only way to sort this . INTO A FIVE INCH CIRCLE
IN LESS THAN FIVE SECOND

out, and [ put 300 rounds through the INCH S3 SECONDS

new GSP. After some familiarization TARGET

fire, [ ran an 8-inch plate rack at 25
yards, which quickly established that
the pistol shot better than I'm capable
of. The next thing I did was expose the

5 YARDS
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A/

Tested as a fighting
handgun, the Finks GSP
is accurate, reliable and
trustworthy.

Buffalo Bore 185-grain FMJ EN 0.59

FINKS
Black Hills 200-grain SWC 886 14 349 1.30
ggﬁ-go M Federal 230-grain FMJ RN 882 < 397 1:29

( GS P ) Federal 230-grain PUNCH 900 18 414 0.93

.45 Auto

AVERAGE: 1.03

| .2 5-inch, hammer forged, match
barrel

DE: Forged steel
'AME: Forged steel
NISH: Satin blue

| I'S: Wilson Combat Battlesight rear,
Novak yellow outlined tritium front

IGGER: Long, skeletonized
(4.25-pounds, as tested)

=5: G10 Super Scoop
35.9 ounces, without magazine

AC( »: Hard case, two eight-
round Mec- Gar magazines, test target,
user manual, cleaning brush, cleaning rod,
trigger lock

'Y: Lifetime of original owner

CE: $1,799

run the drill with my Wilson Combat,
commander-sized EDC X9 in 9mm.
The second drill is the Step Back
Drill, which I think is one of the best
drills to establish shooter proficiency
with a pistol. For this drill, you draw
and engage an 8-inch steel plate with

______________
*"E
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two shots at 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 yards,
but each two-shot string is timed sepa-
rately. To pass, you must get all 10 hits
in less than 20 seconds. I ran this drill
with standard velocity 230-grain ball
five times. On the first run, I missed a
shot at 20 yards and both shots at 25.
On the second run, [ missed one shot at
20 and one at 25. Realizing [ needed to
hold near the bottom of the plate at 20
and 25 yards, I cleaned the drill on the
last three attempts with an average time
of 18.68 seconds.

Of course, this isnt intended as a
pistol to just be used on the range; its a
fighting handgun, and fighting hand-
guns need to be reliable with hollow-
point ammunition. Mostly playing with
the plate rack and running a quasi-El
Prez Drill on life-size steel silhouette
targets, [ put a good mix of hollow-
point ammo through the pistol. Every
time [ pulled the trigger, with every
load tried, the pistol went bang, ejected
the empty, and loaded the next round
until the magazine was empty and the
slide locked back.

Clearly capable of delivering more
precision than I can extract from a
pistol, four loads were tested at 10
yards from a sandbag rest. The average
for 12, tive-shot groups—three each,
with each load—was an impressive
1.03 inches. The pistol really liked the
standard pressure 185-grain Buffalo
Bore tlat nose FM] load. It averaged
right at a half-inch for three five-shot
groups. There are some other good-
looking 1911s out there that are reliable
and cost less, but they won't shoot that
good.

DESERVING

[n 2003, Cooper wrote, “People who
write about the ‘comeback of the 1911
do not seem to be aware that it has nev-
er been away. Two decades later, those
words are still true. Countless manu-
facturers are turning out all manner of
1911s, priced from less than $500 to
more than 10 times that much. Kimber
and Springfield Armory 1911s are a
great example of what the modern 1911
has become, and both offer several

GUNDIGEST.COM

versions approaching or near the price
point of the Finks GSP. I've shot most of
those pistols a good bit, and I can con-
fidently tell you, theyre not in the same
class as the GSP. Though I cannot speak
to its longevity, the GSP does come

with a warranty for the lifetime of the
original owner, and I think it's worth
the asking price if not more.

This pistol is deserving of the Gun-
site and GSP name it carries. As a
multi-course Gunsite Academy gradu-
ate, where the only diploma on my
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This ivory-stocked
1911 Government
Model belonged to
Jeff Cooper.

This early staghorn-
stocked 1911
Government Model
belonged to Jeff
Cooper.

A decade-old 1911
crafted for Gunsite
by Springfield
Armory.

wall—of the many ['ve earned at many
schools—is the one from my first Gun-
site 250 Pistol Course, I can proudly say
this pistol carries the Gunsite and GSP
names. But you don't have to be a Gun-
site alumni to appreciate a 1911 this
good, you just need to understand what
a trusted and reliable 1911 designed to
train and fight with should be. How can
you get yours? Call the Gunsite Acad-
emy Pro Shop. They have them in stock
just waiting for an American patriot
like you. GDTM

MARCH 2024 |GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |75



THE BARREL // PHIL MASSARO

\

he barrel is the rifle’s delivery

system, the steel guidance

mechanism that sends the

projectile spinning toward
the target. Barrel technology has come
leaps and bounds in the last century, to
the point where the accuracy has be-
come both highly predictable, as well as
repeatable. It's important to know how
barrels work in order to better under-
stand how a bullet will perform within
its confines.

THE THROAT

Starting at the breech end, your barrel
has three or four main parts, depend-
ing on the type of firearm. For rifles, as
well as semi-automatic pistols, there is a
chamber, throat or leade, and the rifling
itself, all terminating at the crown.

The chamber is a mirror image of the
cartridge to be fired and is sealed by the
breech bolt or block to ensure all the
burning gas pushes things toward the
muzzle end of the barrel. The throat, or
leade, is the area between the chamber
of the barrel and the point where the
rifling begins. The length of the throat
can vary greatly, from less than V16 inch,
to as much as %2 inch, depending on the
cartridge and manufacturer. The throat
is exposed to burning powder and hot
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gas, and when shooting a high-velocity
cartridge is often the first part of the
firearm to show wear and erosion. Some
of the fastest cartridges, like the .300
Remington Ultra Magnum and .264
Winchester Magnum, can show throat
wear in as little as 1,500 rounds. I make
a conscious effort not to heat my bar-
rels excessively, to help keep wear and
tear to a minimum. Some companies
(Weatherby for example) purposely
extend the throat of their barrels to
give room for the bullet to jump. This
is known as free-bore, and can help
increase accuracy. You never want a
modern cartridge to have the projectile
touching the rifling; dangerous pres-
sures can easily develop. At the end of
the throat, the rifling begins.

RIFLING

Rifling is the set of twisted ridges you'll
see when you look down the bore of
the firearm. It imparts a spin on the
bullet, keeping it stable in flight. Those
ridges, properly called lands, engrave
their imprint into your bullet, and are
machined at a smaller diameter than
the bullet itself. The corresponding
valleys, or grooves, are designed to be at
caliber dimension to properly seal the
gas and build pressure. The number of

ARREL

lands and grooves can vary, from the
two-groove U.S. Army Springfield rifles
of the early 20th century, to the Marlin
MicroGroove barrel that used 16 or
more, and all sorts in between. (Note:
some handgun companies today employ
polygonal rifling, which is a bit of a dif-
ferent geometry, yet works fine for their
purposes.) Almost all common barrels
use a static twist rate, meaning that the
grooves are cut in a specific manner to
maintain a consistent spin on the bullet.
When researching rifles, note the barrel
specs listed as 1:10 or 1:7 twist rate. This
is simply a means of telling you how fast
or slow the barrel will cause the bullet
to spin. The example twist rates given
above work like this: a barrel with a 1:10
twist rate will have a bore in which the
lands make a complete revolution in 10
inches of barrel (“1 in 10”), while the
1:7 barrel will make that same complete
revolution in just 7 inches of barrel,
therefore imparting more spin on the
bullet. The higher the sectional density
figure of a particular bullet (read that

as a longer bullet), the faster it must
be spun in order to maintain gyro-
scopic stability throughout its flight.
While the numbers may be deceiving,
a 1:10 barrel is called a slower twist
than is 1:7, and with many of today’s




bullets becoming longer and heavier
for caliber, the fast twist rate barrels
are becoming more desirable to take
advantage of these bullets.

One of my favorite varmint rifles is
a Ruger Model 77 MKII, chambered
in .22-250 Remington. This big case is
the old .250-3000 Savage necked down
to hold .224-inch diameter bullets,
and there is plenty of powder capac-
ity to push the bullets to high velocity.
However, because the .22-250 uses a
relatively slow twist rate—either 1:12
or 1:14—the heaviest bullet I can use
in this rifle is a 55-grain slug. While
there are plenty of good, heavy bul-
lets for hunting and/or target work
available in this caliber right up to
80 grains and more, my rifle can’t
stabilize them with that slower twist
rate. My dad’s .223 Remington, with
its 1:8 twist rate, can shoot most of the
heavier designs without issue, even
though it has much less case capacity.
My .22-250 serves me well, and can
really reach out and touch the coyotes
and woodchucks, but I'd love to be
able to utilize the longer bullets.

For years, I used a .308 Winchester
exclusively as my big game rifle here
in Upstate New York. I shot a .308 be-

Rifling in a .45 Colt barrel.
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cause Dad shot a .308, and we always
discussed the reasons that we couldn'
use the heavy, 220-grain round-nosed
slugs common in the .30-06 Spring-
field. He insisted it was a case capacity
issue, but I found out that the .308
Winchester was originally released
with a 1:12 twist, as opposed to the
Springfield’s 1:10, so it couldn’t stabi-
lize bullets heavier than 200 grains.
(The .30-06 Springfield, normally
supplying a 1:10 twist, can stabilize
the heavy 220-grain bullets, but the
.308 Winchester with a 1:12 cannot.)
To prove my point, I borrowed a .308
Winchester with the faster twist rate,
and loaded up some 220-grain pills.
Much to my father’s chagrin, they
worked just fine.

Here's a chart of many common
twist rates, from popular manufactur-
ers. Of course, there may be some
variations, but this should give you a
good starting point.

COMMON TWIST RATES FOR
RIFLE CALIBERS

17 Mach 11 sommmnmmmmmmmans 1:9
.17 Hornady Magnum Rimfire....... 1:9
.17 Winchester Super Magnum...... 1:9

L7 LLOTTIEL .. councnunenonssnssnntsssnnmsnnssnssnsmans 1:9
17 Remington ......coccceevveiiienncinnnenne. 1.9
200 RDGET oesesmmsmmmamsesosmpmsns: 1:12
22 Long Rifle.....coovevenievineecrnnnnn, 1:16
.22 Winchester Magnum Rimfire.1:16
22 T1Ornel. soswessmmmaasssmmeagss: 1:14
222 Remington........ccocceeeueecunennnene. 1:14
.223 Remington.......... 1:7, 1:8, 1:9, 1:12
228 WEEM.wumsmmmasmmmsws 1:10
22 ARC e 1:7
i oI —— 1:7
:22-250 Remington cosmmsss 1:12, 1:14
220 SWifteeoeeieieveereeeeeee 1:12, 1:14
6mm Remington/.244 Rem.... 1:9, 1:12
243 Winchester wsmummmsnn 1:10
243 WSSM...coviiiiiiiceiceecnne, 1:10
.240 Weatherby Magnum ............ 1:9.5
Pl e)woi kN oY G ————— 1:8
6mm ARC ... 1:Z
6mm Creedmoor .......eeeeeenn..... o7 1:8
.25-06 Remington cawmmmumsmas 1:10
257 Roberts.....ccceevveverueenennne 1:9.5, 1:10
250/3000 SaVATE cvennmmmssssns 1:10, 1:14
25 WSSM..coiiiiiiiiecieeeeceeneee 1:10
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This article is but an excerpt from a single chap-
terinthe The Ballistics Handbook, which is an
invaluable guide to understanding the various
factors that affect bullet flight, from the muzzle
to the target.

To arm yourself with EVERYTHING you need to
know about rifle and handgun ballistics—for
hunting, target shooting, competition, long-
range and self-defense—visit GunDigestStore.
com and search “Ballistics Handbook.”

~ PRESENTS

Factors Affecting Bullet Flight from Muzzle to Target

Bullet Trajeciory

BY PHILIP P. MASSARD

.257 Weatherby Magnum............. 9.5
260 Remington........cccccevueennee. 1:8, 1:9
ST ) (473 15 R— | .
6.5 Creedmoor ......ccceeevereveeeereruennenes 1:8
6.5x55 Swedish Mauser.................. 1:7.5
6.5-284 Norma ....cceeveeeeveeeennnnnnnn 1:8, 1:9
6.5 PRC ..o 1:8
.264 Winchester Magnum........ 1:8, 1:9
26 Nosler .« 18
6.5-300 Weatherby Magnum........... 1:8
270 Winchester .......ccocevvvveneeveennnee. 1:10
.270 Winchester Short Magnum...1:10
270 Weatherby Magnum............... 1:10
SRS L G ——————————— 1:9.5, 111, 1212
6.8 Western «uwwsssmusssssmon 1:7:5; 128
27 NOSIET .ot 1:8.5
7X57 MausSer....ccoceueeeveneneenns 1:8, 1:9, 1:10
7-3t) Walers cuunumnsnmmmms 1:9
7mm-08 Remington.................... 1:9.25
280 REM ITEOMN o wmssnssemumsemnsmuinnns 1:9.25
7%64 Brennele s 1:9
284 Winchester ........ccocovvveveerenuennnes 1:9

7mm Winchester Short Magnum 1:9.5
7mm Weatherby Magnum 1:9.25, 1:10

28 NOSIEr .o 1:9
2N PRC s 1:8
7mm Remington Ultra Magnum1:9.25
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T at ool I ——— 1:9.20, 1:10
S0 Carbineswwwausmmmemmssmse 1:16
30-30 WCF ..., 1:12
%< L L o R ——————————————— 1:10
S0/0 Kragwmsmmnssassemsvass 1:10
.308 Winchester ......cuuueeeuenn.... 1:10, 1:12
SO0 SAVAPE .ovsvonsmvesusmmmsmssmmmmassess 1:10
30~ 06 Springlielducasmmmnsan 1:10
BONOSIEr ..o, 1:10
.300 Winchester Magnum.............. 1:10

.300 Winchester Short Magnum...1:10
.300 Remington Ultra Magnum ...1:10

.300 Weatherby Magnum............... 1:10
.30-378 Weatherby Magnum......... 1:10
.300 Holland & Holland Magnum1:10
S08 Norma Magnum e 1:10
.300 Remington SAUM .................. 1:10
B00 PRC ..o 1:8
S00 Normawseammnmsweonvamamss 1:8
303 British....cccoceveneeneceenenecieenen, 1:10
7 B2XIIMIMN s cnsvarmmsmussmusonsssmmsvessns 1:10
32 Winchester Special wumommmn 1:16
.325 Winchester Short Magnum...1:10
8% 57111 111 VIATREE wousvmsssemmsumensmnes 1:9.25
8mm Remington Magnum............ 1:10
BXO8S ..t 1:11
33816 A=SOUATE sunsssimssrmsnimmsmmmepss 1:10
338 Federal .crusmnmamssmsmmses 1:10
.338 Winchester Magnum.............. 1:10
.338 Remington Ultra Magnum....1:10

.338/378 Weatherby Magnum ....... 1:10

.340 Weatherby Magnum............... 1:10
2% WineheBtel swoumsmmrnmmmamss 1:12
338 Lapua...ceviiiieieecie I8
35 Remington......ccceeeeeveinicccnnnne 1:16
358 Winchester wusarmmmmne 1:14, 1:16
35 Whelen ....coccevevveiveeencnnenee. 1:14, 1:16
.358 Norma Magnum...................... Ii12
.350 Remington Magnum.............. 1516
357 Magnum (rifle) .....ccccceveruenenne, 1:16
S E 5 0 1§ 1o R 1:10, 1:14
O IXOAMIMN socovmmussparmmsmmmemansssRs 1:14
9.3x74mmR ... 1:10, 1:14
.375 Holland & Holland Magl:12, 1:14
378 Rugervswammnmnammpnnssss 1:12
.375 Remington Ultra Magnum....1:12
.375 Weatherby Magnum .....ccsusses [=15"
.378 Weatherby Magnum......1:12, 1:14
375 Dakota ...cooveveeeevieieneecinne, 1:12
B VISR AU el o v (N — 112
AD5 Winchester savwwssamsmmsmis 1:14
A450/400 37 NE ..o, 1:15
A JCHETV wosunummusmmnsnnsssns 1:14, 1:16.5
A16 Rigby .o, 1:14
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A1l RUPBTE .. oousevonssmemsesmmpmmsssmmsyaenss 1:14
416 Weatherby Magnum................ 1:14
416 Remington Magnum...1:14, 1:16.5
ALe Batretl. ..cvmmmsmummmmmmomgens 11
9161072 AN Cn § CR————Rs 1Y |
44 Magnum (rifle)................. 1:20, 1:38
R 22 51 0,71 5 d ) O ———— 1:20
B -0 oV bsasnmoresmosnnsemens 1:20
458 Winchester Magnum.............. 1:14
o | S————————— 1:14, 1:16
4503 V4" NE oo, 1:16
450 RAGDY oo eeeeeeeeeseeen 1:10
B oo @ 1O 0 1, (—— 1:14, 1:18
A50 Marlin....ocoeeveeeneneneeeneceenns 1:20
460 Weatherby Magnum............... 1:16
s WGl | =21
S BIVIS: ., cunsnensersmssamssssssansmssnnnonsasnnsnsn 1:15
OO0 NE oot e, 1:13
B00 JeHery semmmmsmmmmenasmms 1:17
505 GIbDbS...veoiiieiecieieceie e |

So, it's important to know what
the twist rate of your barrel so you
can choose the proper ammunition
for your gun. There’s an easy way to
observe or verify the twist rate of your
barrel. Using a cleaning rod, affix a
tight patch and get it started down the
bore. With a magic marker make a
small mark at the base of the rod at the
top, and another one where it meets
the breech (or the muzzle in the case
of a lever gun, slide, etc.). Push the rod
down the bore until the mark makes
one complete revolution, and make
another mark at the same reference
point (breech or muzzle). Measure the
distance between the marks to deter-
mine how many inches it took to make
one revolution, and voila! you've got
the twist rate.

If you look at some of the long-range
bullets, like the Nosler AccuBond Long
Range, or some of the Berger offerings,
they will indicate the required twist
rate needed to stabilize their particular
bullet. If you want a bit more informa-
tion, or should the bullet be marginal
for your twist rate, you can consult the
Berger website (BergerBullets.com/
twist-rate-calculator/) and plug in all
of your information. Based upon the
Miller Twist Rule (more about that
in the exterior ballistics section), the
Berger calculator will provide you with
the level of stability (or instability) of
your particular barrel/cartridge/bul-
let combination. It's a very useful tool,
which can help you optimize your
setup.

THE CROWN

The final point of the barrel, where the
bullet exits, is referred to as the crown.
A uniform, even crown is invaluable
for good accuracy, as it is the very last
thing that your bullet will touch before
embarking on its journey through

the atmosphere. You'll need to know
about the varying types of crowns and
how they affect the flight of the bullet.
Looking at the end of your barrel, you
may see a simple, rounded end and be
able to feel the lands and grooves with
the pad of your finger. Or you may see
a square-cut, recessed affair, known as
a target crown. In any instance, you'll
definitely want to be careful with the
crown of your firearmy; it plays a very
important role in its accuracy. I've seen
my fair share of well-worn lever-action

The target crown of the author's
Savage Model 116.
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rifles, which need to be cleaned from
the muzzle end, sporting worn or nearly
eroded crowns from years of swabbing
with a filthy aluminum rod. I'm sure if
their owners, who were tough as nails
and certainly knew how to shoot those
guns, saw us today with our polymer
bore guides and ball-bearing-handled,
nylon-coated cleaning rods, theyd
certainly have a chuckle. However, if
they could see the difference in accuracy
between a healthy crown and a worn
one, theyd have no choice but to admit
that our methods preserve rifle accuracy
better.

An imperfect crown can be the demise
of accuracy. [ went mildly insane trying
to figure out what was wrong with that
.22-250 Remington of mine, as I simply
couldn’t figure out why it wouldn’t shoot
boat-tail bullets. I mean, I tried factory
ammunition, handloads, you name it.
Because it is a flat-shooting cartridge,

[ wanted the 53- and 55-grain boat-tail
match bullets to work. My pal Donnie
Thorne, better known as Col. Le Frogg,
weighed in on the matter, and found the
cure in one simple sentence: “Try some
flat-base match bullets.”

Long story short, once I switched
to flat-base bullets, the rifle was print-
ing 1/3 MOA groups out to 200 yards,
which makes up a huge portion of my
shots with this rifle, unless the coyotes
are posing across the hay lots. The
crown of this Ruger rifle is less than
perfect, and the escaping gas was being
pushed on one side or the other of the
exiting boat-tail. Switching to a flat-base
bullet improved the accuracy immensely
and was not a handicap as far as wind
deflection and trajectory were con-
cerned. To be honest, the combination
of the imperfect crown and slow twist
rate should warrant re-barreling the
rifle. But I love the way it handles, so I'll
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wait a while until I feel it’s time to do so.

TWIST DIRECTION

Most of today’s barrels use a right-hand
twist; that is, the bullet is spun in a clock-
wise motion. However, you can come
across a left-hand twist barrel, spinning
bullets in a counterclockwise motion,
and when the distances get out beyond
500 yards or so, the spin direction of
the barrel comes into play. A right-hand
twist barrel will cause the bullet to drift
a measurable degree to the right when
the time of flight increases. Conversely,
the opposite is true for a left-hand twist
barrel, and these considerations must
be accounted for when trying to ac-
curately place your bullets on a distant
target. Many of the ballistic calculators
incorporate twist direction as one of the
parameters for long range dope, so it’s
important to know. One glance down
your barrel and you can easily verify the
direction of twist.

BARREL CONSTRUCTION
Steel has long been the chosen material
for barrels. It is rigid enough to with-
stand the intense pressures generated by
modern cartridges, yet flexible enough
to allow the bullet down the barrel
without cracking or shattering. The
two most popular types of steel barrels
produced are chrome-moly (a chrome-
molybdenum alloy steel) and stainless
steel. I've had excellent results with both,
and [ honestly feel that either will make
a suitable choice for a barrel. Both give
long life and are equally accurate, at least
in my experiences. Stainless is a bit less
susceptible to rust (though not imper-
vious), and chrome-moly can be a bit
lighter, but I own and like both types.
More important to me is the construc-
tion method used to create the barrel.

Cut vs. Hammer-Forged vs. Button-
Rifled

Most factory barrels in production
today are hammer-forged, cut or button-
rifled. All three methods have positive
and negative attributes. Personally, I've
found good and bad in all three types
along the way, and as long as a barrel
does its job, I'm good with it. The cut

barrels are probably the most labor
intensive, as the rifling is cut one groove
at a time in a reamed bore. Krieger, who
made the barrel for my .318 Westley-
Richards, makes cut barrels. The button-
rifled barrels are made in a similar
fashion, in that a drilled bore at less
than caliber size is utilized to guide the
cutting button down the bore. Button
rifling is popular with many custom rifle
companies like Shilen, as well as Savage
rifles—both of which have an impec-
cable reputation for accuracy. So, with
both cut and button rifling, a smaller-
than-caliber hole is drilled through

the centerline of the bore, and a tool is
used to put the finishing touches on the
barrel.

Hammer-forged barrels work in the
opposite manner. They start with a bar-
rel blank that gets reamed to a dimen-
sion larger than the desired caliber, and
then a mandrel that is a perfect mirror
of the desired bore dimension is inserted
into the reamed hole. At that stage, a
series of hammers are used to forcefully
mold the steel around the mandrel, so
that the resulting bore comes out per-
fect. Undoubtedly, hammer-forged bar-
rels are both cost-effective and accurate,
yet some folks feel that they are the least
accurate type of barrel. I've had some
of the best—and worst—accuracy with
a hammer-forged barrel, yet I feel it’s
due to the fact that they represent such
a large portion of the barrels produced
each year. My Heym Express .404 Jeftery
uses a hammer-forged Krupp barrel,
and yet it gives sub-MOA accuracy
consistently. Likewise, I've got a trio of
Winchester Model 70s (.300 Win. Mag.,
375 H&H and a .416 Remington Mag-
num) and all have exhibited excellent
accuracy, accompanying me on hunts
all over the world. Likewise, my favorite
revolver, a Ruger Blackhawk in .45 Colt,
uses a 7.5-inch hammer-forged barrel
that allows me to hit targets as far as |
can hold accurately. The hammer-forged
method occasionally gets a bad rap
because it is associated with mass pro-
duction, but that’s not fair. Heym rifles,
makers of some of the finest safari guns
available, make approximately 6,000
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hammer-forged barrels annually, but
only consume about 2,000 for their own
in-house use. The remainder are sold to
other fine rifle companies, and I've yet
to meet a Krupp barrel from Heym that
didn’t perform very well.

DOWN THE RABBITHOLE

When the cartridge is fired, the primer
sends a shower of sparks into the
powder charge, which is burned. The
resulting expanding gas creates lots

of pressure. This sends the bullet in
the path of least resistance: down the
barrel. It's also when things get inter-
esting, as the entire situation changes
in an instant. Once the bullet passes
the throat and engages the rifling, the
torque creates a wave of distortion that
causes the barrel to swell just in front

of the bullet. The barrel will—although

minutely—swell and return to original

shape as the bullet passes down the bore.

In addition, the barrel will “whip,” as if
you were holding a fishing pole in your
hand and quickly shook your wrist.
Barrel flexure is minimized with a larger
diameter barrel of shorter length, but
those shapes come at the cost of velocity

loss and increased weight. In addition, if

your barrel is not free floating, mean-
ing that it is touching the stock at some
point, accuracy can be affected. Like all
things in life, there are no absolutes, and

The “standard” crown of a
Winchester Model 70.
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['ve seen rifles with Mannlicher stocks
where the stock extended to the muzzle
and touched almost all the way exhibit
excellent accuracy. Many military rifles
such as the M1 Garand or M98 Mauser
have stocks that extend much farther
than do our common hunting and
target rifles. Yet, these have shown some
amazing capabilities in competition
shooting ... in no small part to the men
behind the trigger. That aside, I prefer
my rifles to have barrels free floated
so they can swell and torque and whip
without interference. That keeps things
as accurate as possible. You can test
your rifles barrel channel by placing a
dollar bill under the barrel, and run it
up along the stock toward the receiver
as a feeler gauge to see if the stock is
touching the barrel at any point. If it
is, remove a small amount of material
from the barrel channel in order to let
the barrel move freely during the shot.
The idea of reducing barrel whip by
using a stiffer (larger diameter) barrel
isn't a new one, but it definitely works.
It not only dissipates heat better, but
reduces the amount of flexure to give
a more repeatable result, promoting
accuracy. The bull barrel is a staple of
the target community, as well as be-
ing a popular choice among varmint
hunters who must hit distant, tiny
targets. However, they are heavy to
carry, and can be very unwieldy to
shoot ofthand. Now, I don't mind a
barrel on the heavier side of things,
particularly the semi-bull barrels that
make a good blend of portability and
stability, but I don't want a bull barrel
on the mountain hunts of the Adiron-
dacks and Catskills, nor do I want one
when in the African game fields, where
the daily walks are measured in miles.
There is a way to get the best of both
worlds using a light, rigid, carbon fiber.
Starting out with a featherweight steel
barrel, carbon fiber is wrapped around
it, until it achieves the diameter of a
bull barrel approaching one inch or
more in diameter. This combination
is lightweight like a slim steel barrel,
but has the rigidity of a bull barrel. The
carbon also dissipates heat very well,

and it keeps your barrel cooler, longer.
When a barrel gets too hot, it’ll
tend to print a bit higher on the
target. This occurs because the steel
expands and the bore diameter is
slightly reduced, creating a higher
pressure and thereby more veloc-
ity. Heating your barrel to the point
that it is impossible to touch without
pulling your hand away is never a
good idea, as it will lead to premature
barrel wear and throat erosion. Allow
things to cool, and a barrel should
give nearly a lifetime worth of service.

HARMONICS

The manner in which a barrel whips,
torques and contorts is referred to as
barrel harmonics. The idea of accu-
racy is simply a set of repeatable barrel
harmonics. If you use the centerline

of the bore as the baseline for your
observations, you would see a wave in
which the barrel would rise and fall,
equally above and beyond the baseline.
The thinner and longer a barrel is, the
further from the baseline the barrel will
whip. Again, a short, thick barrel will
have a much smaller deviation from the
baseline. Accuracy is optimized when
harmonics are repeatable, and when the
various pressure waves align in such a
fashion that the muzzle diameter is kept
at a uniform dimension. Um, what?
How can the muzzle diameter change?
Allow me to explain a complicated
theory in simple terms.

[ ran across a theory, presented by
radio communications engineer Chris
Long, which makes a whole lot of sense
and explains some ideas I knew to be
true, but had no idea how to nail down
scientifically. It also changed the way I
look at my own handloaded ammuni-
tion. Long purports that a series of
crossing waves can, will and do have a
great effect on the barrel and its ability
to produce a repeatable point of impact
(known to us as a tight group). While I
am not a scientist (cue Star Trek music:
“Dammit Jim, 'm a surveyor not an
engineer!”), Long’s theory boils down
to this: the ignition of the powder
charge creates pressure that sends a
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shockwave down the barrel, to the
muzzle and back again, in a repeat-
ing fashion much like the plucking

of a guitar string. This ignition stress
shockwave can and will move the steel

enough to cause a distortion in the
bore diameter. Subsequently, when
the bullet engages the rifling, a second
force—the swelling of the barrel ahead
of the bullet—starts to travel toward
the muzzle. According to Long’s
sound theory, if those two waves
collide when the first wave is affect-
ing the muzzle, the groups will open
up as if the crown were out of round,
much like my .22-250 Remington was
behaving. If you can find the load with
which the two waves are separated, the
group size will indeed shrink.

Now, there are many variables in
Long’s equation, including the amount
of powder and the load density, as
well as the seating depth of the bullet,
and while this isn’t a book on reload-
ing ammunition, this theory makes
perfect sense to me as a handloader.

It can easily explain how changing the
powder charge a mere 0.1 or 0.2 grains
would so dramatically affect group
size, as ['ve seen for decades in my
own handloaded ammo. In addition,
the Chris Long theory also explains
why some barrels like a particular
brand of ammunition, yet others can't
get it to work at all. I think it also
explains the drastic changes in group
size that can occur when changing
seating depth and cartridge overall
length. (Which incidentally has been
a little trick of mine for years, though
[ didn't understand exactly why it
worked, I just knew that it did.) The
variations in seating depth will defi-
nitely affect the barrel harmonics and
their timing.

BARRELLENGTHAND ITS EFFECTS
For years, it was a common assump-
tion that longer barrels were more
accurate than shorter ones. It's an
arguable point, but ['ve seen evidence
that points to the fact that both can be
equally accurate. I do believe that when
discussing iron-sighted guns, a longer
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sighting radius will usually result in an
ability to place the shot better, butin a
scientific world—say using a machine
rest—I'm not certain that the longer
barrel will always come out on top.
There is a definite increase in veloc-
ity when using a longer barrel, as the
longer pipe will build more pressure.
The generally accepted velocity loss/
gain when comparing barrel lengths
is 25 fps per 1 inch of barrel length.
While I've never had the opportunity
to actually measure the velocity loss of
one particular barrel by cutting off an
inch at a time, I've seen studies where
this test was performed and that rule
was more or less proven. For example,
my 6.5-284 Norma is a popular choice
among F-Class shooters, and many of
those rifles take advantage of the case
capacity by using a barrel length of
28 or even 30 inches. My own Savage
Model 116 with a 25-inch barrel doesn't
quite match some of the advertised
velocities because of the shorter tube,
and I'm OK with that. It's a hunting
rifle, and while I normally don't mind
longer barrels, toting a 28-inch barrel
through the woods and fields seems a
bit excessive to me. So, when I ordered
the rifle, I figured the 25-inch length
would make a good balance of velocity
and portability. The choice is ultimately
up to you, whether you want a compact
rifle for ease of carry, or the long barrel
for additional velocity, but it's impor-
tant to know that the measured velocity
of Brand X ammunition in your gun
may not equal advertised velocities due
to the difference in the test gun’s barrel
length and the length of your barrel.
When I first started to handload
ammunition, I didn't understand why
a particular load prescribed by the
reloading manual didn't obtain the
velocity shown in the data. I followed
the recipe exactly. Used the test data’s
primer, powder charge, case, and bullet
and seating depth. But I was still 125
fps below the manual. Then I glanced at
the test rifle information. This company
had used a universal receiver and a 26-
inch barrel to arrive at their data, and
my rifle sported a 22-inch barrel. Barrel

length was the factor.

Pistol barrels can and will have a
similar effect on the performance of
ammunition. Many of the micro-carry,
or pocket pistols, give lower veloci-
ties than their full-sized counterparts
due to the decreased barrel length.
Ammunition companies have made
an effort to optimize the cartridges
for best performance in the shorter
barrels. Federal Premium HST ammo
has a “Micro” line that is designed to
function properly in the shorter barrels
of concealed carry pistols, and it works
very well. My own carry gun—a Smith
& Wesson Model 36 in .38 Special—has
the 17%-inch snubnose barrel and, while
the velocities certainly aren't what youd
get from a 4- or 6-inch target gun, I
knew that when I purchased it.

These are things to keep in mind
when purchasing a rifle or pistol. Does
a .308 Winchester need a 26-inch
barrel? Probably not, because the case
capacity can be utilized in a 20- or 22-
inch barrel, and if it's made properly,
should oftfer fine accuracy. Can you
get the most from a 7mm Remington
Magnum with a 22-inch pipe? Not
likely. This is an example of a cartridge
needing a bit more barrel length to
achieve optimum results, due to the
increased case capacity. Will a short-
barreled handgun be as accurate as a
longer barreled one? Maybe, but it has
more to do with balance and the ability
to aim the firearm than actual function
of the barrel and its length. Will a 20-
inch barreled Winchester 94 carbine,
in .30-30 WCE perform as well as the
26-inch octagon-barreled rifle of your
grandfather’s era? For the distances
at which a .30-30 is most commonly
shot, I'd vote yes, but again, that longer
sighting radius of the bigger rifle may
cause it to appear more accurate than
the carbine, so it would take a machine
rest to verify the results. For a hunting
application, either is more than accept-
able if you practice diligently with an
iron-sighted gun (which seems to be a
lost art these days), so if you appreciate
the compact design of the carbine, have
at it. GDTM
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BUY NOW
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to own a suppressor.
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