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€ HANKE

SIDEWINDER

MULTI AWARD WINNING OPTICS

[Tl
-

"OPTICS PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

UNDER £1000”

THE GREAT BRITISH SHOOTING AWARDS
2021,2022 & 2023

MIKE MORTON

Airgun Shooter - editor-in-chief

“It's one of the finest scopes I've ever had the
pleasure to use - centrefire, rimfire or airgun -
and is excellent value for money too.”

NO-FAULT

Lighter, stronger, 4 inch eye relief, better crown glass, improved illumination, a new locking

turret system with witness window and comes with the Hawke No-Fault Lifetime Warranty.

These are just some of the reasons to upgrade.

@ HAWKE | VISIONACCOMPLISHED | matergkserieseen

GM10.23/CV1



Firearms and ammunition can only be sold to permit holders and of legal age

BROWNING

2023 WORLD ENGLISH SPORTING CHAMPION
SAM GREEN - SHOOTING RIS ULTRA XS PRO THE CROWN

THE BEST THERE 1S

WWW.BROWNING.EU
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CONTENTS

EDITOR'S

COMMENT

| can’t quite believe it, but here
we are with the October issue
of Gun Mart! Inside, you will find
a full report by Jules Whicker
on The Game Fair 2023. It
contains a significant selection
of products from a wide array
of retailers and distributors,
including knives, shotguns,
thermal imagers, airguns, ammo
boxes, chillers/larders, and rifles.
There is even a gas-ram, break-
barrel ‘survival rifle’, with black
or tan polymer furniture, that
can be wrapped around its own
polygonal accessories box and
carried like a briefcase, ready
to be deployed in seconds!
Firearms-wise, | have included
a review by Chris Parkin on
the brand-new Sako 90 Peak,
and also a write-up that he has
done on an exciting product
from FX - the True Ballistic
Chronograph. You will also find
a piece that | have done on
the Chiappa SAA 1873 .22LR
Buntline Long Barrel Revolver,
which was a lot of fun to shoot!
Finally, Pete Moore has written
up an affordable bolt-action from
Mossherg; The Patriot Predator.
When it comes to airguns,
Mark Camoccio has tested the
Accumax S1, which is a budget
springer, and the Weihrauch
HW110K. He has also looked
at the AirForceOne Nero Rosa
SE Trophy MKII pistol, which,
incidentally, you will also find a
video of on our YouTube channel,
Gun Mart TV. Last, but not |least,
Pete Wadeson has explored the
capabilities of a high-end airgun
from RAW; the HM1000x Chassis.
As well as a review of the
Pulsar Krypton 2 FXG50 by Jules
Whicker, you will also find a piece
on the very affordable ATA SP
Nickel shotgun by Bruce Potts.
Enjoy, and as always,
safe shooting!

ol Jackson

Managing Editor
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NCWS

All the latest news and views from the shooting world

@ GUNWERKS

Highland Outdoors has secured an exclusive new pcartnership

LATEST ADDITION

> Unquestionably the
bhiggest news on the UK
and European precision
hunting-rifle front in 2023,
Highland Outdoors is elated
to announce its exclusive
distribution partnership
with industry leader,
Gunwerks, throughout the
UK, Ireland, and Europe.
Founded in Wyoming
INn 2006, Gunwerks has
pioneered and continued to
drive industry innovation
throughout the precision

hunting rifle space. The most

remote and challenging
hunting destinations

of our dreams are their
boardroom. Gunwerks are
not a giant corporation
or a conglomeration of
subsidiaries. They don't
have conference rooms,
budget meetings, or TPS
reports. Their company is
simple; They hunt hard,

WINNER:

shoot and train all year, and
spend months, not days,
with one shot between
success and failure.

Steve Kelly, Highland
Outdoors Group Commercial
Director, said: “The team
at Highland Outdoors are
pinching ourselves with
excitement to be working
with Gunwerks throughout
the UK, Ireland, and Europe.
We pledge a substantial
commitment to UK hunters
and gsunsmiths by stocking
a comprehensive range
of Gunwerks and Revic
products. Precision rifles
and shooting systemes,
actions and components,
class-leading optics,
and accessories — we're
providing you access to the
finest precision hunting rifle
iInstruments on the planet.

"Furthermore, we're
launching Gunwerks and

with Gunwerks

Revic UK-based websites,
and in 2024 developing
an extension of their
Long-Range University
education program for UK
and European hunters. The
Gunwerks agency births a
new distribution model for
both Highland Outdoors,
and the UK and European
Gun Trades. Watch this
space and uncover why we
believe Gunwerks are the
true innovators and modern
custodians of precision
hunting rifle systems.”

The future is bright for
Gunwerks international

market expansion, and
Highland Outdoors are
very pleased to welcome
Gunwerks and Revic
products to their industry-
leading portfolio. Actions,
components, optics, and
accessories will start
arriving in the UK from next
month. Rifles to follow
from Q4 2023. Follow

the Highland Outdoors
social media platforms
for further updates and
developments regarding
Gunwerks in Europe.
www.highlandoutcdoors.
co.uk

7> BRK team shooter, Fady Kiwan, has
dominated the Benchrest Rimfire and
Air Rifle World Championships held
in Plzen, Czech Republic, winning
two world titles and setting a record
score with his BRK Ghost air rifle.
The competition, which is
sanctioned by the World Rimfire
and Air Rifle Benchrest Federation
(WRABF) and European Rimfire & Air
Rifle Benchrest Shooting Federation
(ERABS), saw 237 competitors from
23 countries take part in a range of
events between July 26 and August 4.
Kiwan competed in the Light
Varmint 25 metres, Heavy Varmint 25
metres and Unlimited at 50 metres
categories. Unlike most other shooters,

who used highly specialised custom
rifles, Kiwan used a standard BRK
Ghost, only swapping between 17" and
28" barrels and .177 and .22 calibres — a
process that takes just a few minutes.

A score of 725.21 points was
not only good enough to win the
50m Unlimited World Title but set
a new record of 247/250 in the
process. In addition, he went on
to be crowned World Champion in
the Three Gun category, winning
Light and Heavy Varmint categories,
as well as the 50m Unlimited.

BRK's Tony Belas said: “Fady’s
achievement is the stuff of dreams.
“To win two world titles and set a
record score is one thing, but to

Fady Kiwan
dominates World
Championships
using o BRK Ghost

be first among all the air rifle
shooters in a world championship
with a standard BRK Ghost - a rifle
that is used by hunters and casual
shooters around the world - is simply
amazing. www.hbrocock.co.uk
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WHO WANTS SOME AMMO?

> Following the acquisition
of Ammotec by the Beretta
group, in a strategic
partnership with GMK

Ltd, Viking Arms is set

to hecome the newly
appointed distributor of
Federal, CCIl, and Speer
ammunition to the UK

gun trade. The expanded
portfolio positions Viking
Arms as a leading force

INn the UK ammunition
distribution sector.

Federal Ammunition,
cglobally respected for its
high-quality and varied
nroduct offerings, is a
popular choice for UK
shooters across disciplines.
With a diverse range of
ammunition suitable for
hunting and shooting
sports, Federal caters to a
broad spectrum of firearm
uses. Federal Ammunition
IS synonymous with
consistent quality and
performance, appealing to
UK gun owners who value
reliability. As environmental
concerns rise, Federal has
proactively developed
ead-free primers and
hullets, aligning with the
eco-conscious ethos of
an evolving market.

CCI, or Cascade
Cartridges Inc., is an
esteemed American
ammunition manufacturer
celebrated for its
exceptional quality,
iInnovative rimfire
ammunition, and
commitment to eco-
conscious shooting
solutions. As a specialist
INn rimfire ammunition, CCI
provides a comprehensive

range of products that
serve various applications,
including target shooting,
small game hunting, and
pest control. Its unwavering
commitment to quality
control guarantees
consistent performance,
from reliable ignition
to accuracy, making
it a trusted choice
for UK shooters. With
offerings like lead-free
bullets, CCl appeals to
environmentally conscious
shooters, demonstrating
its forward-thinking
approach to sustainable
shooting practices.
Speer Ammunition,
a world-renowned US-
based manufacturer,
brings to the UK market
Its innovative and high-
quality ammunition
offerings. Speer upholds
stringent quality standards,
ensuring every round offers
consistent performance,
whether for hunting or
target practice. Speer
ammunition provides UK
shooters with innovative,
diverse, and reliable
options tailored to their
specific needs, regardless
of the shooting application.
The transition of
Federal, CCIl, and Speer
ammunition supply
from GMK Ltd to Viking
Arms will commence
from September 2023.
Retailers and customers
can anticipate the
availability of these
new additions through
Viking Arms starting
from October 2028.
www.vikingshoot.com

FEDERAL D)
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Viking Arms expancs portfolio to hecome a leading UK ammunition

distributor

NEW VIDEOS , ' ~

COMINGTO b
-—G\l‘%

We have had some

exciting new content #
appearing on Gun Mart TV \
this month. The latest uploads include:

FIERCE CT RAGE

New vicdeos are heing
acdlded all the time so
check out the channel:

youtube.com/GunMartTV S’m M@




Kit BoX

All the finest kit and caboodle for the seriously savvy shooter..

2 Vanguard has
heen designhing and
manufacturing awardl-
winning support systems
since 1986 and has used
that experience to launch
their most stable and
precise gun rest to date
in the Endeavor L Series.
The base is a 3-section
tripod with 30mm diameter
legs. These are designed to
deliver a stable platform
that is second to none,
with a choice of rubber
or spiked feet for use on
any surface. The twist-leg
locks are designed to be
silent in operation and lock
each joint tightly. They
are also easy to clean to
maximise the life of the
tripod, no matter where
they are used. With three

PRICE:
£99.99

(GM-70 Rifle
Clamp Only)

S

easy set leg angles, the
Endeavor L can be set
up anywhere between
220mm and 1,730mm,
making it icdeal for any
style of shooting and
even the tallest of users.
At the top of the tripod
Is a %5 bowl levelling
system that has been CNC
machined from a solid block
of aluminium to deliver
maximum quality and the
smoothest of movements.
This system allows you to
adjust your aim up/down
+15° or pan 360° with ease,
making it easy to get on
target. When locked in place,
It delivers a solid base with
a maximum load capacity
of up to 15kg. Alternatively,
the lock can be partially
tightened to allow some

movement, but it will still
hold your rifle if you need
to release It, to use your
optics, for example.

Fixed to the top of the
7% bowl levelling system
with a 3/8"” thread is an
Endeavor GM-70 rifle
clamp. This can fit any rifle
between 30mm and 70mm.
The clamp is loosened and
tightened using a textured
and oversized locking
wheel that is easy to grip
In the toughest weather
conditions, with or without
gloves. The inner clamps
have textured rubber linings
that maximise the grip
on your rifle and prevent
damage to the forend.

The Endeavor GM-70
can be removed to allow
you to fit an alternative

head for photography or a
spotting scope, maximising
the versatility of this gun
rest system. It could also fit
directly onto any standard
tripod (smaller 1/4" threads
will need to use an adaptor).

The Endeavor L Series
Is designed for stability
and precision, but when
you need to carry it, there
Is a removable shoulder
strap that can be fitted.

So, if you're looking for
the most stable and
precise gun rest on the
market, check out the
Endeavor L Series. Available
at launch from Optics
Warehouse as the company
opens up to other leading
dealers, or from the
Vanguard website.
www.vanguardworld.co.uk




> Just like the symbolic representation it
was named after, Swazi Apparel’s Totem
Merino t-shirt bares the company’s
clan logo as a stamp of quality on this
warcdrobe staple. It is available in sizes XS
- 3XL and the colours Olive or Iron Sand.
Macde from revolutionary
NuYarn Merino wool, the Totem is
ideal for the hugely energetic as
It is thermal regulating, wicking
away any clammy moisture. Odour
neutralising at the same time, pack
It for hunting trips when washing is
limited, and energy output is high.
The highly sustainable NuYarn
Merino will dry five times faster
than conventional Merino, as well as
offering 35% more thermal retention,
so It keeps your core at a constant
temperature, even when wet. With

| Top-notch

> Carry your cartricges in classic
style with John Righy & Co.s
Kalahari cartridge bag. Designed
to carry 100x 12-bore shells, it
combines high-quality modern
craftsmanship with traditional
materials to give the shooter
dependability for years to come.
Part of Righy’'s ‘Kalahari’ range
of field kit, the cartridge bag is
handmade in London using a
tough cotton canvas that has been
specially selected to withstand the
rigours of the field. With tan leather
trim and brass fixings, plus a sturdy
canvas shoulder strap, it also offers

> The Helikon-Tex Covert M-65 Jacket
comes equipped with functional outer
pockets, allowing the wearer to
conveniently carry items, making it very
practical. Thanks to the use of
DuraCanvas fabric, it will also be an
excellent choice for everyday use,
especilally in the autumn and winter
periods, when it will protect the user
from light rain and wind. A unique patent
used in the MGB5 jacket is a pocket that
can be detached and used as a separate

35% more elasticity, the Totem
regains its original shape.

Highly impervious to wind, this
next-to-skin layer is ultra-soft and
lightweight but resistant to pilling
and holes. Vented side panels improve
vapour permeability, while the extra-
long length cut keeps vitals warm and
protected, plus prevents the top from
riding up during active movement.

Davey Hughes, founder and creative
director of Swazi, commented: “Hard-
yards doesn’t even begin to describe our
new Totem. No matter the weather, this
top is all business and plenty of party at
the same time. Engineered with the latest
smart fabric technology, it is ideal for the
adventurer who depends on quality kit to
help keep him at the top of his game/”
WWW.SWazi.C0.nZ

quick and easy access

to the cartridges inside,

thanks to a fold-flat hinged

lid. Righy's Kalahari

range also includes

a coordinating

rifle slip and

canvas holdall.
“Everything we

do has to be fit for

purpose as well as be

easy on the eye, and this cartricdge

bag is no different,” commented

Rigbhy MD Marc Newton. “It evokes

early 20th-century hunting with its

classic looks, and thanks to its

fanny pack for documents or a phone.

Inside, symmetrically on the left and the

right side, there are pockets for
magazines. The two outer ones on the
sides can serve as improvised dump

pouches. The jacket has been additionally

reinforced in places exposed to damage
and equipped with a hood hidden in the
collar. The front is fastened with strong
Canadian buttons and a 'break-away!
zipper, which allows immediate
unfastening. www.helikon-tex.com

Rigby’s Kalahari cartridge bag

The M-65 Jacket is
a great choice for
everyday use

PRICE:
£51.21

Swazi's Totem cactive T-shirt

5

PRICE:
£375.00

durable construction, it should still
be going strong well into the 21st
century” www.johnrighyandco.com

PRICE:
€134.10

OCTOBER 2023 / GUNMART.NET 9
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Your mounting system is the crucial link between your firearm and your optic. That's why Leupold make more than one million
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rings and bases every year. Their Strike Forged steel blanks are machined, polished, and tolerance tested to ensure rock-solid

performance. Only then are they stamped with the Leupold logo and guaranteed to last a lifetime.

Perma-Rings Weaver Style Quick-Release-Rings & Bases Weaver Style Rings Rings & Bases
- I xi -f .. & 9
-*? '
. T

g

Cross-Slot mounting systems feature Cross-Slot mounting systems feature Weaver- Made from aluminium Rifleman® rings are Quick Release (QR™) rings and bases make

Weaver-style rings that work with both style rings that work with both Weaver or an economical alternative to steel mounts, it easy to remove your optic and replace it, all

Weaver or Picatinny rails. These are ideal for Picatinny rails with 1-piece and 2-piece bases. yet these rings still provide the strength and while maintaining zero (+/- 4 MOA). Suitable

standard to magnum calibres. |deal for standard to magnum calibres. accuracy you expect from Leupold. for muzzle loaders and large calibre rifles.
Rings from £100 RRP Rings from £42 RRP

Rings from £81 RRP Rings from £27 RRP

Bases from £36 RRP

BACKCOUNTRY

Leupold Integrated Mounting Systems Rails

e

Bases from £36 RRP

Standard Rings & Bases Rings

Steel Standard (STD) rings and bases are The steel Mark 4° cross-slot mount is The Mark IMS™ eliminates the two most BackCountry cross-slot bases are made of

the most versatile of any mounting system designed to fit a Picatinny rail. These mounts common issues when mounting ritlescopes 7075-T6 aluminium, making them some of

Leupold offer. They are the perfect choice for are machined with precision tolerances to to AR-style rifles; scope height & eye relief. It's Leupold’s lightest and most rugged mounts

standard calibres less than .300 Win. Mag. offer superior integrity based on the proven designed to fit a MIL-spec 1913/Picatinny rail yet. Accepts both Picatinny- and Weaver-style
cross-slot design. and any scope with a 35mm maintube. rings.

Rings from £41 RRP

Bssies frestes £41 png Rings from £190 RRP Rings from £434 RRP Rails from £55 RRP

Leupold Mounting Systems are availahle for the following Manufacturers i
Find your

Benelli - Beretta - Blaser - Browning - CZ - Howa - Marlin - Mauser - Mossberg - Nosler - Remington Leupold Gold

Ruger - Sako - Sauer - Savage - Sig Sauer - Smith & Wesson - Tikka - Weatherby - Winchester Ring Dealer

Find the right mount for your rifle on vikingshoot.com/
The Leupold Mount Finder leupold.com/scope-mounts where-to-buy

LEUPOLD ARE DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK BY VIKING ARMS LTD 'i

T: 01423 780810 E: SALES@VIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM

@vikingarmsltd



VX-FREEDIOM
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Magnification

Tube

Reticle

8-24x30

30mm

TMR

Magnification Tube Reticle RRP
1.5-4x20 1" Pigplex £410
2-7%33 S Hunt-Plex £410
2-7x33 Rimfire 1" Rimfire MOA £410
3-9x33 Air Rifle 1" Fine Duplex £550
3-9x40 17 Hunt-Plex £410
3-9x40 Rimfire ik Rimfire MOA £410
3-9x40 Rimfire g Duplex £410
3-9x50 30mm llum. Twilight Hunter £820
3-9x50 1 Duplex £480
4-12x40 30mm  Tri-MOA £685
6-18x40 30mm  Tri-MOA £685
VX-5HD
Magnification Tube Reticle RRP
1-ax24 30mm llum. 4 Fine £1,435
3-15%56 30mm lllum. Duplex £2,050
3-15x44 30mm Impact-29 MOA £1,915
1-5x24 30mm llum. Duplex £1,640
3-15x44 30mm llum. Duplex £1,640
3-15x%56 30mm llum. 4 Fine £2,050

THEBEST )/ ds/( )
YOU'LL NEVER USE

BINOCULARS

Find yvour
Leupold Gold
Ring Dealer

vikingshoot.com/
where-to-buy

VX-3HD

—

FOR OPTICGS

RELENTLESS PERFURMANCGE STARTS HERE

MARK 3 HD

—— =

Magnification Tube Reticle RRP
1-6x24 30mm llum. Duplex £2,050
1-6x24 30mm  Green lllum. BDC £1,670
1-6x24 30mm  lllum. 4 Fine £2,040
2-12x42 30mm  Illum. Duplex £2,320
3-18x44 30mm  [lllum. Duplex £2,460
3-18x50 30mm  Illum. Duplex £2,595
3-18x50 30mm [lum. TMOA £2,870
3-18x50 30mm [lum. 4 Fine £2,050
4-24x52 34mm [lum. TMOA £2,870
4-24x52 34mm llum. Varmint Hunter £3,140

BX-1 McKenzie

BX-2 Alpine

8x42 & 10x42

8x42 & 10x42

From £255 RRP

From £315 RRP

.

VICKING

BX-4 Pro Guide

8x42, 10x42 & 10x50

From £795 RRP

BX-5 Santiam BX-T
10x42 & 15x56 8x42 MIL Reticle
From £1,365 RRP From £710 RRP

LEUPOLD ARE DISTRIBUTED
T: 01423 780810

Magnification Tube Reticle RRP
1.5-5x20 30mm llum. Twilight Hunter £955
2.5-8x36 1 Duplex £685
3.5-10x40 30mm lum. Twilight Hunter £955
3.5-10x50 30mm llum. Twilight Hunter £1,095
4.5-14%x40 30mm Wind-Plex £1,025
4.5-14x50 30mm llum. Twilight Hunter £1,2305
6.5-20x50 30mm Fine Duplex £1,105
MARK SHD
Magnification Tube Reticle RRP
3.6-18x44 FFP 35mm Hlum. TMR £3,370
5-25x56 FFP 35mm lllum. Tremor 3 £4,075
5-25x%66 FFP 35mm CCH £3,235
5-29%36 FFP 35mm llum. TMR £3,655
5-25%b6 FFP 35mm Tremor 3 £3,370
o2t FEP 35mm PMR-MIL £2,950
> 20X0b P 35mm TMR £2,950
1-35%56 FFP 35mm PR2-MIL £3.225
£=30%00 FFP 35mm PR2-MOA £3,225
7-35x56 FFP 35mm CCH £3,510
1-35%56 FFP 35mm Hlum. TMR £4,075

RANGEFINDERS

J @ LEUPOLD

Ld v nipd S

@ LEuPOLD
R PR

Model Magnification RRP
RX-1400i TBR/W 5x £275
RX-1600i TBR/W X £660
RX-2800 TBR/W i £820

IN THE UK BY VIKING ARMS LTD
E: SALES@QVIKINGARMS.COM VIKINGSHOOT.COM

@vikingarmsltd

GM10.23/23
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Best on 1Test

Our experts bring you reviews of the top shooting products and services

| Umarex Ileadqnlr Compressor

> There's a lot to he said for
sticking with spring-powered
airguns, and a huge advantage
Is their total independence.
However, many of us consider
pre-charged pneumatics
worth the hassle, due to
the stress and recoil-free
shooting they deliver. The one
big drawback with PCPs is
their reliance on an external
power source, and the fact
that they need to be filled/
charged up periodically is a
source of irritation for sure.
Apparently, during the
lockdown, spring-powered
alrgun sales dramatically
increased, as a large number
of PCP shooters suddenly
found the local diving shop
closed. With the air supply
literally cut off, many felt
vulnerable, and it made
sense to switch to springers.
However, the options for
charging our PCPs are
now greater than ever.

ReadyAir

On test here is a brand-new
alr compressor from Umarex,
and first impressions are of

a very smart and robust unit,
built to last. Unpacking the
compressor is the first task,
and it pays to familiarise
yourself with the instructions,
and what all the items are

In the box, as safe operation
IS a priority whenever high-
pressure air is involved. Inside
the box are various adaptors,
several different cables, spare
seals, and instructions. The
main filling hose is pre-fitted
with the main Foster adaptor,
and three other adaptors are

i1+l"l||||||.'l.'|.||lll'llll|llll"

supplied - 1/8" UNF, M10, and
M10x1. This is a good starting
point, meaning many of the
most popular PCP airguns

on the market are catered

for. The system is specified
and designed to be oil and
water free, which in theory
keeps things simple, but large

onboard fans are designed to

do the cooling when required.

Basic setup

Right, let's get the basics

In place and then we can
get started. First, take the
main hose line and screw it
onto the large thread on the

Charging in progress. Note the carry handle on the tap

12 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 2023

compressor. Gently nip it
up with a spanner to get a
good air seal. There are two
power leads supplied - a
UK and a European two-
pin. Plug in the power lead
Into the power slot on the
unit, and then plug it into
the mains and switch on at
the plug. At this point, you'll
hear the fans start up.

Now we need to set
the digital display. Hold the
‘Set’ button down for five
seconds, and then the display
will start to flash. At this
point, use the down and up
arrows to cycle through what
you need to change. The
display can be changed to bhe
In English or Spanish, and the
working temperature can bhe
switched between centigrade
and Celsius. The cut-off
temperature can also be set.



Key settings
As for the key details,
pressure can be digitally
set to show as either bar
or psi, and then the cut-off
pressure can be input. On test,
| selected my Impact Airguns
GSX600 to charge, and this
has a working pressure of
200 bar and a conventional
air cylinder. It was sitting
at 110 bar already, so | set
the display to 200 bar. In
normal use, this would be
a classic top-up scenario.
The Impact has a Foster
connector, so it was simple
to connect the gun to the
compressor, via the main
Foster link on the hose.
Otherwise, the other adaptor
heads just snap into place
on the hose. Press ‘ON’ on
the display pad and the
compressor fires into action.
There's a loud chug...chug...
chug from the unit, as it goes
about its business, and you
can see the pressure figure
rising on the display. Once the
entered pressure has been
reached, the unit is designed
to automatically shut off for
safety, and this all worked
fine. A timer shows how long
it has been in operation, and
the working temperature is
also shown. This is all handy
further down the line, when
It may need a service, and
comparisons can be made, 1.e,,
charging starts to take longer,
and the unit gets hotter.

With the gun charged,
switch off the unit and then
the brass bleed valve can be
safely opened to vent the
line. In use, the Readyair is
noisy, but not excessively so.

Obhservations & results
The marketing for the
Readyair states that there’s
an “easy-to-read pressure
sauge and intuitive full-colour
control panel for user-friendly
operation”. I've no issue with
that other than I did find that,
as with most digital devices,
try and operate anywhere
near bright light, or near
sunlight, and the display
becomes awkward to read.
Inside, away from daylight, all
was fine. Last-used settings
are remembered on the
display, which eliminates

the need for repeated input,
which is good to see.

On test, filling my rifle
from its residual 110 bar up to
200 bar took just 1.5 minutes,
which is very fast indeed, and
other specification states a
200ml/200cc capacity vessel
should take seven minutes to
reach 200 bar from scratch.
The maximum fill pressure
IS 300 bar or 4,500psi
(approximately), and that
makes the Readyair extremely
versatile, just factor in a few
more minutes at the top end.

All pretty impressive.

As mentioned, Umarex
Includes red and black leads

www.hawkeoptics.com
== Born in the UK
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Digital settings can show the pressure in psi

to connect up and run this build quality, there's no reason
compressor from a car to question anything. As for
battery, or another suitable periodic maintenance, the

12v battery, which brings self-service kit of seals etc. is
versatility, but | reckon most supplied, and a quick glance
prospective shooters will opt at the Umarex website reveals
for running from the mains. a guicdlance video on how to
make use of them. All pretty
comprehensive then, from a
well-respected brand, bringing
all-important independence

to the PCP enthusiast.

Verdict

Simple to use, portable, and
nighly effective on test.
Longevity and reliability will
e interesting, but with a
quality feel and impressive

REVIEWER: MARK CAMOCCIO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Umarex ReadyAir Compressor
Working Voltage: AC 220V, 50Hz / DC 12V
Dimensions: 14.5" x 14" x 9"

Weight: 22 |bs

Max Working Pressure: 300bar

Power: 350w

Working Volume: 90db

Price: £839.95

Includes: Four Adaptors, Mains Cables, Filling Hose,
Spare Seals, Car Battery Leads, and Instructions

Contact: John Rothery Wholesale - www.bisley-uk.com

MEET THE NEW BOSS!

SIDEWINDER SYSTEM H5

MIKE MORTON

Airgun Shooter - editor-in-chief

AWARD WINNER
2021 & 2027

The Great British Shooting Awards

OPTICS PRODUCT OF
THEYEARUNDER £1,000

“It’s one of the finest scopes I've
ever had the pleasure to use -
centrefire, rimfire or airgun - and is
excellent value for money too.”

Lighter, stronger, 4 inch eye relief, better crown glass, improved illumination,

a new locking turret system with witness window and comes with the
Hawke No-Fault Lifetime Warranty.

These are justsome of the reasons to upgrade.

GM10.23/54
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BEST ON TEST

| Maxpedition Duality Convertible Backpack

> The Maxpedition Duality
Convertible Backpack s
one of the manufacturer's
smaller packs, with a
capacity of just 16 litres,
but it is still packed with
clever and useful features.
As its name suggests,
the pack can provide two
different modes of use. Two
separate shoulder straps
mean 1t can be carried as a
normal backpack. However,
they can also both be
zipped together to form a
single strap, so it can be
worn over either shoulder
as a sling pack. With the
capacity of the pack being
relatively small, the straps
and the back are only
lightly padded, but they are
still comfortable in both
the single and the double
configuration. The zipped
sides of the straps do not
snag or rub against clothing,
because they are desighed
In a way that keeps them
away from it, and in use did
not prove a problem at all.

Two in one

With the duality function,
you can haul your gear
more comfortably over

a distance using the
backpack mode (employing
two straps), and then
switch to a sling-carry, with
the one strap, freeing up
your chosen shoulder so
you can shoot unrestricted.
Switching between the
functions takes just a few
seconds and can be done
quietly, making this a great
pack if you are stalking.
The large main
compartment is accessible
via a double-zippered
opening at the top that
extends halfway down each
side to give good access to
the contents. Inside there’s
a slip pocket on the back,
but other than that, it is a
clear space for large items.
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The design of the admin pockets,
with a drawbridge feature,
ensures everything stays secure

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

. £17895

Bl i e

i
......

............
......

All compartments dare equipped with high-quality zippers that have
extended pulls

Double-strap backpack mode

Name: Maxpedition Duality Convertible Backpack
Price: £178.95

Contact: Military 1st - www.militarylst.co.uk
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Easy access

The second mid-sized
compartment has similar
access, with the zipper
extending two-thirds of the
way down each side, and
a full Velcro interior lining
for attaching items to. In
the centre of the opening,
on the front flap, there is
a loop that you can pull
to open the compartment
fully very quickly. This is
really useful and it means
you can instantly get to

a first aid kit stored in
this compartment, one-
handed, just in case.

The smallest front
pocket has an admin-
style layout, with various
elasticated loops and
slip pockets, plus a fold-
down front for full access.
The ‘drawbridge’ design
of the front flap has an
acdjustable cord on either
side, which controls how
far down it opens. This
very clever feature allows
you to set the flap to give
full access to the inside,
without items spilling
out onto the ground.

Fixtures and fittings
All of the high-quality YKK
zippers have cord pulls and
operate very smoothly, plus
the buckles are all quick-
release. The bag is made
from 100 Denier water
and abrasion-resistant
ballistic nylon, with a
Teflon coating, and water
will bead and then run off
the surface, protecting
the contents completely.
The material can also be
wiped clean very easily.
Measuring 11 X 62 X
14" and weighing only
715-grams, this is a great
liehtweight carry that is very
well made and built to last.

REVIEWER:
MARK UNDERWOOD
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you have a compact yet versatile first
aid kit handy, whether for small cuts
and sprains, or more serious injuries
that need stabilising whilst further
medical attention is sought out. It's
amazing how helpless you are with
nothing, yet even the smallest amount
of kit can inspire the greatest levels
of improvisation to aid the injured.

| am not accident-prone, but
| have used a kit twice in the last
year that is stored in my vehicle
and carried in my rucksack when
travelling on foot. It measures just
13 x 10 x 7cm, weighs 310-grams,
and includes two elastic 7.5 x 4.5cm
PBT bandages, one 10 x 4.5cm
elastic crepe bandage, 10 adhesive
pnlasters, adhesive tape, scissors, a
5 x 5¢cm non-adherent wound pad,
assorted safety pins, handwash,
cleaning wipes, latex gloves, and
two mouth-to-mouth resuscitation
pieces In separate pouches.
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al items you need to cater
for immediate first aid needs
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PRICE:
£19.95

Everything fits in a zippered
polyester pouch that’s available In
bright red (my preference), black
or green. If you want to carry it
visibly in plain sight, with the first
ald insignia on show, it can be worn
vertically or horizontally, and the
two-way zipper gives immediate
access to the internal storage
segregated by four elasticated
loops and a zipped mesh pocket.

The kit is durable, with double
stitching on stress points, and the
Velcro-type loops on the rear will also
attach to a belt or other webbing.

REVIEWER: CHRIS PARKIN

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Pentagon 'Hippokrates’
First Aid Kit, Red

Price: £19.95

Contact: Military 1st -
www.militarylst.co.uk

Jack Pyke Thermal Bottle

Whether hunting,
hiking, or walking, a hot
or cold drink can be a
necessity. Some flasks
can be cumbersome, but
It’s usually the top-end
brands that take the
trouble to supply a more
specific design, with
flasks that are easily
stored and don’t require

It will slip into a larger
pocket and can certainly
be kept in the mesh-
style side pockets found
on small backpacks.

On inspection, it
shows a good build
quality, with the small
screw-on cap having
a generous inner
synthetic seal, while
the outer upper edge
has ridging enabling it
to be easily gripped by
cold or gloved hands.

Constructed from
stainless steel, with an
outer anti-glare green

special carrying cases.

| say this because
this ergonomically
designed flask measures
10.5"” in height and is

largely 234" in diameter,
tapering up to the
sensibly sized end cap.
This allows the flask

not only to be easily
stored but carried if
running in hot weather
or jogging when cold.
Alternatively, for the
hunter or hiker, it means

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Price: £10.50

Name: Jack Pyke Thermal Bottle

finish, this robust
500ml thermal bottle
will easily keep your
beverage as cool or
hot as when you put
the liquid in, for up to
approximately eight
hours, although this
depends on how many
times you open and close
It to pour out a drink.
It’s worth noting that
Jack Pyke can supply
thermal mugs should
you wish to match up
your drinks-ware.

REVIEWER: PETE WADESON

Contact: Thatchreed Ltd - www.jackpyke.co.uk
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| Hawke Vantage 3-9x40 AO Mil-Dot Riflescope

> It stillamazes me thatina
market where you can easily
pay several thousand pounds
for optics at the top end of
the range, such amazing
hargains exist slightly lower
down the scale. Like so many
other areas of life though, it
all comes down to priorities
and specific applications.
Scopes are available right
across the price spectrum,
and at a time when many

are feeling strapped for cash
and squeezed financially, it's
comforting to know that your
latest acquisition doesn’t have
to empty the bank account.

Bargain hunt
Hawke Optics now offers a
large selection of models
across several price sectors,
and many of these are
aimed at shooters who want
value for money, as well as
a host of modern features.
On test here then is the
Hawke Vantage 3-9x40 AO
Mil-Dot, which falls squarely
into the latter category, and
when you consider that it
currently retails for just
£99, itis, on the face of it,
amazing value for money.
Open the box and take
it out of the packaging, and
one’'s first impressions are
of a smart, well-finished
product, that certainly looks
the part, and definitely belies
its low asking price! That
matte black non-reflective
finish to the 1" body tube
keeps things practical for
any hunting scenario, and
the low-profile turrets
with screw caps are again
highly practical and make
a refreshing change from
overly bulky target turrets.

Familiar spec

This Vantage offers one of
the most popular scope
specifications of 3-9x40, and

The clicks are positive. Note the low-profile turrets

Elasticated lens caps protect the glass

16 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 2023

the AO Iin the name denotes
an ‘Adjustable Objective'.

The trend for side-wheel
focusing is all very well, but it
doesn’t always make sense.
The primary use is arguably
Field Target shooting, and

In this scenario, being able

to (parallax) range find by
dialling the side turret (all
whilst in the aim) is now a
pre-requisite. FT shooters

use ultra-high magnification,
and the shallow depth

of field accentuates the
difference in target distances.
In addition, the side wheel
makes the process more
accurate by increasing

the gap between marked
distances on the wheel. With
the lower magnification

on offer here with the
Vantage (9x max), parallax
range finding is irrelevant,
so side-wheel mounting is
therefore unnecessary. Okay,
we've cleared that one up.

Getting started
Hawke tends to deliver its
new scopes with the fast-
focus dioptre at the rear



Note the knurled magnification collar

wound right in, and the
magnification wound round
to minimum. | tend to do
most of my shooting on 9x,
so this scope’s spec suits me
perfectly, but being able to
quickly dial down to 3%, where
you see everything, is handy
of course. Winding up the
magnification to maximum
using the ridged, high torque
zoom ring proved smooth
In operation, yet still with
plenty of resistance. From
here, as usual, the next task
Is to get the reticle sharply in
focus, by gently twisting the
ocular dioptre. With this all
set, it’s time to hit the range.
Twisting the front parallax
collar is another smooth
operation, again with just the
right amount of resistance.
In other words, it won't easily
move out of its setting.
The minimum marked-
up distance on the dial 1s
30ft, then 50ft, 25 yards,
50, 75, 100, 200, 300, and
infinity. All Vantage models
feature Hawke's H2 class
olass lenses, and these are
11-layer, fully multi-coated.

The fast focus at the rear

That's the sales blurb
over, but in the real world, all
| can say is that the image
quality, edge-to-edge clarity,
sharpness, and vibrancy
are genuinely damn good.

Zeroing in
Setting the objective bell for

parallax correction on the test,
showed that personal eyesight

may well play a part in this.

| started at my initial test
range of 25 yards, and when

| had adjusted the Vantage
for pin-sharp clarity, the dial
read 50ft. So, some way out,
but not uncommon. If you

do want to use the dial as a
reference, it may well pay to
add some tape and a personal
scale of distances. That said,
real-world use will probably
see the user simply adjust the
dial for middle-range clarity,
and then leave it well alone.
This isn’'t an FT scope after
all, and with a maximum mag
of 9%, there's a usable level
of blur when viewing targets
from 8 to 45 yards, when

the AO parallax dial is set to
25 yards (actual distance).

NEWS

BEST ON TEST

isnored. Zeroing and then
checking and re-tracking
movement proved the turret
mechanism was all in order.

(Left) AO denotes ‘Adjustable
Objective’ lens. Note the markings

(Below) The Mil-Dot reticle

Mil-Dot reticle
The Mil-Dot reticle shows four

Mil-Dots in each quadrant,
equidistant, so there are
plenty of reference points
for both windage and
elevation. The proportions
are highly usable too,
with each gap bracketing
a 20mm kill zone at 25
yards, when viewed on
9%, measured between the
crosshair and just under the
dot above. As for the diagram
overall, this is a slightly thicker,
bolder design than Hawke's
AMX designs, and as such, is
less prone to being lost in dark
foliage, when viewing up into
trees. There's no illumination,
but for those who insist on
that, there's a corresponding
model, roughly £35 more,
In the Vantage IR range.

Unscrew the low-profile
turret caps and underneath
there are finger-friendly
twistable dials, with 1 MOA
click values. The clicks
are super-positive anc
properly audible, which is
all reassuring. Unusually
though, there are no
numbers on the dials, but
that said, with this spec of
scope, the turrets will be
zeroed, then covered and

Verdict

Overall, this scope is a great
little performer, and with

all the usual assurances

- fog-proof, waterproof,
shockproof, ‘all calibre rated’
- and Hawke's No-Fault
Lifetime Warranty, it's hard
to fault as a starter optic or
all-round budget option.

REVIEWER: MARK CAMOCCIO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Hawke Vantage 3-9x40 AO Mil-Dot Riflescope
Reticle: Mil-Dot

Weight: 17 oz

Eye Relief: 3.5

Click Values: 2 MOA

Field of View: 39-12.7ft @100yds

Body Tube: 1"

Minimum Focus: 10 vards

Length: 127"

Clicks Per Rotation: 6O

Number of Rotations: 7.5 Windage, 7 Elevation

Price: £99

Contact: Hawke Sport Optics - www.hawkeoptics.com

GUE LARGEST GUN & SHOOTING
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THE WARDROBE

The Warcdrobe

All the finest kit and caboodle for the seriously sartorial shooter...
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1 Jack Pyke Sherpa Fleece Gilet, Sherpa Junior
Fleece Gilet, and Countryman Chunky Fleece Gilet

> Last year, Jack Pyke % 7 but is manufactured from
brought us the Sherpa the same material,
Fleece Jacket and _ so deserves its
Sherpa Fleece | place in this round-
Hoodie. Such was L up. It's a much
their success, | more substantial
they've now carment due to the
complemented the 1 deeper, thickset
range with three pile fleece used
Gilets and even a in the build, which
Sherpa Fleece Dog results in the pile
Coat! However, trapping more warm
It's the Gilets I'm air and giving added
detailing here and protection, resulting
although the trio in the best thermal
have a similar properties of the
design, they're trio. So much so
made for specific that it can be worn

purposes and age groups. (Left) The Jack Pyke Sherpa Fleece Gilet (Middle) The Countryman as an outer layer on even
Chunky Fleece Gilet (Right) The Junior Sherpa Fleece Gilet the coldest of days, and when
Attributes & usage undertaking cold-weather
Sherpa is made from a Internal cord hemline The Junior Sherpa Fleece jobs that require unrestricted
stretch polyester fabric that with toggle adjusters Gilet boasts the same freedom of movement. Like
has a textured look and at for a snug fit to ensure features but is obviously the Junior, it also features
times is superior to other no draughts can enter. designed for young outdoor Nubuck piping on either side
fleece types, being warmer Sherpa fleece also enthusiasts. It omits the of the zip, around the arms,
and soft to the touch. The lines the inner necks and contrasting shoulder panels and the top of the neck. It's
outer of the garment is storage is catered for but features Nubuck piping available in sizes S-3XL.
a deep pile fleece and all by 2x lined lower-side at the front, around the
garments in this range are zipped pockets with pull arm holes, and the neck, Conclusions
manufactured from 300g assists. Internal lower-side making it ideal for any young Gilets are one of the most
polyester fleece. However, contrast panels give added outdoor adventurer. It's useful items of outdoor wear
they're still quite lightweight,  strength and durability available in sizes 3XS-XL. for those out and about when
don’t restrict movement In these key areas, plus the weather turns colder.
and are very comfortable extra breathability. Substantially yours The three here are high in
to wear, aided by the soft The Jack Pyke Countryman quality, very comfortable to
fleece-like nylon lining that Man size Chunky Fleece Gilet doesn't wear, and very versatile.
offers extra comfort. The Jack Pyke Sherpa bear the ‘Sherpa’ denotation REVIEWER: PETE WADESON

Fleece Gilet has contrasting

Build similarities flat-face polyester material TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

All have full-length double sensibly proportioned over Name: Jack Pyke Sherpa Fleece Gilet, Junior Sherpa
zippers with pull assist for the shoulders for durability, Fle_ece Gilet, and Countryman Chunky Fl_eece Gilet
easy access and temperature  making it a very stylish Price: £36.95, £23.95 & £34.95, respectively

control. They have extra hish  and versatile garment. It is Contact: Thatchreed Ltd - www.jackpyke.co.uk

necks, plus an elasticated avallable in sizes S-3XL. _
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> Recently, | was privileged
to test several garments
from the Pentagon range
of outdoor wear, a highly
acclaimed company
established in 1991,

and now a well-known
manufacturer of top-
quality outdoor and military
clothing and equipment.
Renowned for the use of
technologically advanced
fabrics and accessories,

it offers a wide spectrum
of products, including a
comprehensive range of
outdoor wear designed

for urban use, undercover
operators, and everyone who
pursues an active lifestyle.
An impressive pedigree, so
let’s check out what the
Pentagon Achilles XTR 6"
Tactical Boots have to offer.

Impressive bhuild
The Achilles GTX are all-
purpose tactical footwear
suitable for rapid response
situations, as well as various
outdoor activities such as
hiking, airsoft, paintballing,
and hunting. A very fitting
description due to the build,
with the upper made of high-
density Nubuck leather, with
1200D nylon mesh fabric
for extra breathability.
These very well-designed
mid-height (6" high) boots
sit above the ankle and have
a Hydroguard membrane
to ensure they're 100%

waterproof. They also boast
nylon pull loops on the back
and tongue, and the padded
collar, tongue, and ankle give
optimum support and added
comfort. The build leading up
to the lower rand consists

of a strong, rubberised, and
strengthened black toe

cap and heel support.

Shock-proofing and
traction

The boots utilise an EVA
midsole. This innovative
energy-absorbing material
stiffens on impact but flexes
when protection is not
required, therefore providing
the wearer with safety and
comfort. Interestingly, the
rand 1s strong but surprisingly
forgiving and allows a high
level of flex as you walk.

The high-traction rubber
outsole uses multi-directional
lugs to provide maximum
grip and excellent traction
on a variety of terrain. They
also feature a 'Toe-off zone’
for added grip when pushing
off during the gait cycle, plus
a '‘Brake zone’ at the heel for
added downhill grip. These are
situated on what is commonly
referred to respectively
as the toe and heel rise.

Safe and secure

The lacing system consists
of hooks, four pairs of nylon
webbing loops, one pair of
metal hasps, and at the very

The rear offers superb
support for the ankle careaq.
Note the pull loop

THE WARDROBE

I Pentagon Achilles XTR 6" Tactical Boo

PRICE:
£113.75

top, a pair of metal eyelets.
When drawn together, they
pull the boot snug to the
foot and the design is such
that it also uses a centrally
located tongue loop to
prevent slouching or drifting.
Another important feature
of any boot in this area are
the laces. Good to say the
Achilles uses very strong and
cdurable 6mm oval laces.

Conclusions

The Achilles XTR 6” Nubuck
Boots from Pentagon

are incredibly sturdy and

comfortable. The extremely
cdurable and lightweight
military-style boots have

a very modern and stylish
design, which coupled

with the long-lasting
construction, enables

them to cope with virtually
any weather condition or
hunting situation. The rubber
outsole has a very well-
configured lug system that
IS easy to clean and equally
effective for when you've
got boots on the ground.

REVIEWER: PETE WADESON

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Pentagon Achilles XTR 6" Tactical Boots
Sizes: 6-13 UK
Colour: Terra Brown
Price: £118.75
Contact: Military 1st - www.Militarylst.co.uk

The high-traction rubber
outsole uses multi-
directional lugs to provide
maximum grip and
excellent traction on a
variety of terrain
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NOW ON

SALE!

THE TOP SHOOTING KIT OF 2022
2022/2023 7o,

What Gun'

E ULTIMATE BUYERS GUIDE

pages of shotgun
listings & reviews

OF OPTICS
INCLUDING SCOPES, NIGHTVISION, MOUNTS & LAMPS
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PRICE:

£5.99 +
£2.00 P&P

‘What Gun?’ is the
UK’s best-selling
shooting annual of its kind

« Containing hundreds
of pages packed full of
informative and expertly
written buyers guides on
Firearms, Airguns and
Shotguns

- Fantastic value for money -
280 packed pages of
guns and accessories El EJ
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THE SPORTSMAN'S =< —  2
ASSOCIATION

P.0O. Box 2379, Salisbury SP4 4AW
Admin/Membership - Tel: 07521 508076
Advice/Legal Matters - Tel: 07831 090744

www.sportsmanassociation.co.uk

THE ASSOCIATION THAT FIGHTS FOR
ALL THE SHOOTING SPORTS!

e Public Liability has been increased to
£10 million with no excess for any claim
relating to a legitimate field sport and
historical re-enactment. Personal injury
cover is no longer offered.

This represents the best value for money
and the best reason to join or rejointhe |
Association. For details contact the office.

e Technical and legal advice on Firearms |
and Shotgun certificate applications and
renewals and on other firearms related matters.

e Representing members in their dealings with police forces around the country.

e Represent shooting members on Home Office working parties from time to time.

e Membership of British Shooting Sports Council - we represent member’s views there.

e Provide an information service to our members via monthly newsletters (published in
the shooting press), Internet Website and Internet Bulletin Board.

e Entitlement to vote at the AGM on Association Policy and membership of the
Association Council.

e Reduced subscription to Shooting Sports and GunMart. E

* Organise public marches, rallies and demonstrations. =

e Easy to join. Just complete the form below and return it with your paymenttothe 3

..address above or phone us with your credit card aetails. | . ...
:To join the Association please complete and detach this form and
-forward it to: :
. The Sportsman'’s Association, P.O. Box 2379, Salisbury SP4 4AW. :
ETEtIe (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / other):
First Name:
éSurname:
House No & Street:
Town: County:
Country: Post Code:
Daytime Telephone:
Home Telephone:
Fax: Date of Birth:
Email.
| enclose full payment of £ as CASH[JCHEQUE[JPO[]
and also a donationof £5 £10 other £ Total £
éﬂR- Please debit my Mastercard [] Visa [] Switch [] Card
ECard Number:
Security Number (Last 3 Digits): Expiry Date (All Cards):
Signature: Date:
. If you wish to pay by STANDING ORDER please telephone us for a form! ok
- Please Select Membership Type _ ;:acre :

: Full Membership £50
- Membership Card, Full Voting Rights, Helpline Service, Special Subscription
- Rates to GunMart & Shooting Sports magazines - Shooting Insurance

éRe-Enactment & Syndicate Membership £40
- (Shooting Syndicates) are available at special rates.

OAP Membership (Over 65) £40
- As Full Membership

Jumor Membership (Under 18's) £25
- As Full Membership but not voting rights

.Trade Membership £100

- As Full Membership. Free advertising for your Company on our Web Site
: Associate Membership £25

- Membership Card, Helpline Service, Special Subscription Rates to
: GunMart & Shooting Sports magazines.

: Shooting Insurance is not available to Associate Members.

éPIease phone our Headquarters Staff on 07521 508076 for details.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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AUTHURISEI] DISTRIBUTOR & RETAILER [lF PLANO PRODUCTS

SMALL
STORAGE %

TRUNK

OLIVE

DRAB
PL161901
PL117190/3

LARGE " £43.95 3
STORAGE TRUNK Triple Pack <

PL1819-00 Twin Pack £71 .9 s
£79.95

HEAVY
DUTY

TRUNK

PL191900
PL191900/2

MEDIUM
£52.95 STORAGE

Twin Pack TRUNK

BLACK
£97.93 PL171900
PL17190/3

RIFLE CASE SE

SERIES
PL10470

SHOT N >

AMMO _ Triple Pack
BOX £11.95 £118.95

PL121202

GM10.23/36

VISIT US AT WWW.PLANOSTORE.COM TO SEE OUR FULL RANGE -
vsaf@ .5

Unit 4, Sybron Way, Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 3DZ * E- mail: enqumes@planostore com * Telephone: 01892 603 480
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Cheshire Gun Room

vintage German

A wonderful
Drilling from
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Sako’s successor to the 75 and 85 is the 90, an
understated masterclass in advanced design,
manufeacturing, and material technology

SHOW REPORT - THE GAME FAIR 2023

SO MUCH

TO SEE

Jules Whicker cives us his favourite
finds from the 2023 Game Fair at
Ragley Hall

CHESHIRE GUN ROOM -
cheshiregunroom.com

A must-visit for anyone who loves
guns. No one has a greater diversity of
types to suit all budgets, and there’s
always something I've never seen

‘In the flesh’ before. This time it was
a neat little magazine-fed Turkish
410, available in semi-auto or pump-
action variants, and styled after the
Benelli Argo centrefire rifle. Section

1, admittedly, but neat, nonetheless.
They also showed me some amazing
vintage German three-barrelled
Drillings. | resisted these, but still left
cradling an enchanting Tolley back-
action sidelock, made as a double rifle
In the 1870s, and converted post-war
iInto a 20-gauge shotgun. CGR doesn’t
list its stock on Gun Trader, so check
out its website for new arrivals!

JONATHAN MCGEE -

KEMEN SHOTGUNS -
kemenguns.com

t has been a decade-and-a-half since
Kemen's fine O/U game guns were

ast available here, but now they have
a new UK agent in Jonathan McGee:
arguably the country’s foremost
shooting photographer, and a man who
clearly knows quality when he sees it.
Spain’s top gunmakers are best known
for their side-by-sides, so Kemen is
the exception. And what an exception!
These are exquisite, distinctive

guns that are exciting to handle and
Impeccably made. Their construction
represents an impressive fusion of
advanced technology - as epitomised
by the option of titanium actions - and
classic craftsmanship. With prices
running from £11.5K to £34K, a Kemen
gun isn't cheap, but for a bespoke gun of
this quality, 1t I1s staggeringly good value.

GMK/SAKO -

gmk.co.uk

Every 10 years or so, Sako upgrades
its core rifle. And whenever they do,
| ask "Why?”, since I've never found
anything not to like. But design

and manufacturing technologies
forge ever forward, and Sako clearly
has no intention of falling behind!
Most notably, the new 90 series
leverages advanced materials and
coatings to create three lightweight
models designed for the rigours

of expeditionary hunting — Peak,
Quest and Quest Ultra = whilst

the Adventure, Bavarian, Hunter,
and Varmint offer more traditional
good looks. Less obviously, the
receiver i1s contoured to minimise
flexing, broach-cut to ensure silkily
concentric bolt movement, and
offered in multiple sizes to minimise
weight and bolt travel. Also enhanced
are the locking lugs, ejectors, trigger
settings... you get the picture!

BLASER -
bhlaser.de
Blaser’s F3 O/U shotguns are smart
from the get-go, but the bespoke wood
and engraving options available take
them to another level. At the NEC,
Blaser wowed everyone with some
amazing feather engraving. At Ragley,
however, they took a more satirical
route, showcasing a Brexit-themed
design of interlocking jigsaw pieces
representing each member state. With
the gun closed, the UK's piece (located
in the underside of the action) aligns
seamlessly with the others, but as

the gun is opened, it tilts away! Other
decoration includes a lorry tailback at
Dover, a bus with an unfulfilled NHS
promise on the side, and a crossed-
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out 2019 leaving date, but - for
some reason known only to the 489%
— nho sunlit uplands of prosperity.

RAY WARD GUN MAKER -
sportsmanguncentre.co.uk
Ray Ward's website suggests a
regular gun shop, but it is also a
maker of bespoke guns of the very
first-rate, completely made by the
best English craftsmen. Few people
have the funds to commission and
own such guns, but the Game Fair
provides a unique opportunity for
anyone to admire them and dream.
For once, this didn't require stepping
through one of those force fields

of exclusivity that can encase the
poshest pavilions. Instead, all it took
was a visit to the Sportsman Gun
Centre's thoroughly inclusive stand.
There | had the special experience
of extending my right arm and
(almost) touching one of Ward's
nandmade £90K marvels, whilst
brushing the fingertips of my left
nand against a little Kofs Spectre that
was going for a song at just £535!

ASI-ACCUMAX, BLACK
BEUNKER AND SKOUT -
a-s-1.co.uk

Best known as longstanding importers
of AYA and Rizzini shotguns, ASI has
also shown a keen eye for remarkable
airguns over the years, and its three
latest brands all have something very
special to offer. First is the Accumax.
The product of a collaboration with

a leading Turkish manufacturer, it's

a sub-12, break-barrel springer that
combines striking modern looks with
great ergonomics, an impressively
fast and smooth firing cycle, and keen
pricing: £150 in black synthetic, and

a bit extra for wood-effect and camo
finishes. Then there's the extraordinary
Black Bunker BM8 (£299), a gas-ram,
break-barrel ‘survival rifle’, with black
or tan polymer furniture, that can be
wrapped around its own polygonal
accessories box and carried like a
briefcase, ready to be deployed in
seconds. The secret is a clever latch
for the cocking linkage, and bags

of original thinking! The final brand

Is Skout, whose Epoch rifle takes
airguns to new heights on price alone,
pipping Daystate’s Alpha Wolf with its
£2.7K MSRP. Though, if perspective
helps here, Holts recently auctioned
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Hate Brexit? You'll love the satirical engraving
on this custom F3 from Blaser. Satire on a
shotgun. Whatever next!

of Daystate and FX, but weaned on
steroids, and distributed by ASI

a "good” 1925 Westley Richards air
pistol for a cool £2.6K! Skout gives you
rather more for your money. Namely,
the most advanced PCP ever made,
complete with electronic activation,
trigger, and safety; staggering air
efficiency; multiple barrel and calibre
configurations; power up to 67 ft/

lbs in .22 and 175 ft/lbs in .35; a
bombproof high-capacity magazine;
a fully adjustable stock; and a quality
of machining, finish and design
Integration that leaves a much-

loved Swedish brand looking like a
Meccano set. Admittedly, the Epoch
IS somewhat heavy in the hands, but
Its awesomeness is undeniable.

The Skout Epoch. Like the lost lovechild [

"‘
-
™
L ]

(Right) The futuristic BM8
‘survival’ airgun folds in three
and wraps around its own
caccessory case. Genius/bonkers!

s

This ‘Snipe’ by Ray Ward shows why English-
macde ‘best’ guns remain the global byword for
quality

This Kofs Sceptre SXE O/U from The
Sportsman Gun Centre has elegant
decoration, ejectors, multi-chokes, and a
selective triggetr... all for £535!

FXAIRGUNS -
sportsmanguncentre.co.uk
No manufacturer is better at catching
and holding the attention of the
airgunning world than FX. Every year
brings multiple developments, as the
company continually innovates and
iterates, maximising the potential

of each new design. The latest
example of this is the Dynamic, a
PCP rifle that takes its regulated
action, concentric barrel-stiffening
plenum, and low-profile ethos from
the competition-oriented Pantera,
while boosting shot capacity with a
Verminator-style detachable buddy-
bottle stock. Add a short 300mm



The modularity of FX Airgun’s designs
lets them crecate exciting guns like this
Dynamic Compact Takedown
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PARD thermal riflescope - PARD’s TD32-70
LRF combines thermal, daylight, and night-
vision cameras with a laser rangefinder, IR

illuminator, and an integral programmable
ballistic compensator!

(12") barrel up front, and you have the
Dynamic Compact Takedown. Pest-
control perfection for £1,410.99.

PARD -
sportsmanguncentre.co.uk
Pard’'s new TD32-70 LRF multispectral
riflescope (£3.4K) looks like the
electro-optical equivalent of those
extraordinary quadruple-barrelled
German hunting guns. Except, it's
actually useful, not to mention
transformative. Two big, focusable
objective lenses feed a 12.1m/384x288
thermal sensor and a supersensitive
0.0001 lux, 2k (2560 x 1440px) colour/
monochrome day/night CCD; whilst

SHOW REPORT - THE GAME FAIR 2023

Infiray’s Gemini binoculars combine high-
quality thermal and day/night digital imaging
with excellent ergonomics

a smaller pair supports a 1,200m

laser rangefinder and a zeroable,
focusable 850nm IR illuminator: all
working together with customisable
on-board ballistic profiles and multiple
picture-in-picture combinations

to give you the most instant and
comprehensive set of targeting
information ever, within a familiar
circular display with a centred reticle.
To the rear, a conventional 30mm
main tube enables limitless mounting
solutions, and there’s a recoil-friendly
amount of eye relief, too. You also

cset on-board recording, including
automated on-shot activation. The 21st
century has well and truly arrived!

INFIRAY -

infirayoutdoor.com

A tip-off from Paul at Scott Country
had me hot-footing it to the InfiRay
Outdoor stand to get hands-on with
its all-new Gemini fusion thermal/
day/night LRF binocular (£4K), which
was making its global debut at the
show. A direct challenger to Pulsar's
Merger and Hikmicro's Raptor, the
Gemini has controls that proved
admirably intuitive and easy to reach,
while delivering impressively detailed
thermal and daylight (colour) images
of the clay line opposite the stand.
Particularly nice were the thumb tabs
under each eyepiece that let you focus
each channel without changing your
grip, as well as the sleek looks and
tactile comfort of the unit as a whole.

HIKMICRO -
eliteoptical.co.uk

Two new products from Hikmicro
caught my eye. The M15 networked
trail camera (£150 in a special show
bargain from Scott Country) takes
high-quality images (10mp stills/1080p
video) and can be configured/
monitored via a smartphone app.
However, its real appeal comes from
its preinstalled multi-network SIM,
and a free monthly image allowance
that's upgradable whenever you want.
Spypoint has provided a similar service
for years, and | love it. ltem two is

the new Thunder 2.0 TE19 thermal
riflescope. The modest £999.99

price tag and small 12um/256x192
sensor set low expectations, but its
performance demolished them. A
genuinely capable scope, especially
for ratting and rabbiting, it also
features a removable Li-ion battery
and recoil-activated recording in case
you forget to press that button!

Can a £1,000 thermal riflescope be any good?
First impressions of the new Hikmicro Thuncder
TE19 2.0 suggest the answer is “yes!”
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ICOTEC -

hestfoxcall.co.uk

Bestfoxcall's motto is: “If we don't use it,
we don’t sell it!” and they've been using,
selling, and helping develop ICOtec’s
electronic game callers since 2016. New
for 2023 are the Hellion+ (£240) and
Nomad+ (£285) models. These '+ series
callers are fully programmable, linking
to an online library of hi-fi sounds from
ICOtec’s Animal Audio app via an SD-
card reader or multi-function adapter
you can plug into your phone. Both
models also feature an upgraded remote
control (bigger keypad and screen,
customisabhle menus), while the Nomad+
adds a synchronised electronic decoy.

REVENANT KNIVES -
(Facehook & TikTok)

Lving In a glass case beside all the
useful imports on Bestfoxcall’s stand
were some home-grown treasures: an
amazing display of beautiful bespoke
knives by Dal Keary. Staffordshire-
based Dal is a true craftsman who has
developed his skills over decades. He's
also a stalker, so he understands the
need for impermeability and durability.
His knives have a distinctive style -
nandles that flare to fit your hand,
blades with just the right angles for
each stage of the gralloch, jewel-like
mosaic pins - but no formula. Instead,
every knife is the result of creative
conversations with his clients. That's
why you can't just go to a website and
buy a Revenant knife. Understand the
hrocess, and you'll understand the price!
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Clear, programmable sounds, an
upgraded controller with a massive
300m range and great pricing put
Bestfoxccall’s new ICOtec callers
ahead of the pack

ASTOR DEFENCE -
astordefence.com

Most of us have an old mil-surp ammo
box or two that's a bit tatty, hard to
open, and with the odd sharp edge!

But, as | discovered when visiting Astor
Defence’s stand, it doesn’t have to be
that way. Astor began making ammo
boxes in 1942, but today’s offerings
are built to the exacting standards

of 21st-century militaries, not those

of wartime austerity. Director, Henry
Turnbull, talked me through the truly
iImpressive multi-stage manufacturing
and independent testing process. Great
background info, but the quality of their
boxes iIs Immediately apparent. They're
100% air and water-tight, stackable,
and come in multiple sizes, a choice

of powder-coated colours, and with
either Astor's logo, no logo, or company
logos to order. Priced between £26

and £30, they're great value, too.

GEARMATE -

gearmate.co.uk

It turns out there is an alternative

to chucking everything (gear, dogs,
suns, deer, tools) haphazardly into
the back of your 4x4. Well, of course
there is, but Gearmate produces one
of the most rugged, practical, and
comprehensive sets of solutions
I've seen, with products for all the
leading vehicle makes and models,
and a ‘build your own’ configurator.
There are secure dog boxes, lockable
custom-fitted drawers for firearms
and ammunition, the ‘Gearslide’
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Sooner or later, every stalker should treat
themselves to a hand-macde grelloching knife.
Dal Keary (Revenant Knives) makes some of
the very bhest

Astor Defence T —— —
P makes classic
ammo boxes to the ,
highest modern
standarcs, and you
can get them in
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If only the back
of my pickup
looked like this!
Gearmcate has
everything you
need to keep

all your gear
organised, secure,
and accessible

\

Every deer hunter’s dream. Fisher UK makes
top-quality bespoke chillers and larders to suit
all needs

SHOW REPORT - THE GAME FAIR 2023

A Daro mini chiller from Game Cooling Systems
provides all the essentials in a fork-liftable
format and at can cccessible price

—_ .l..i_'_*-:*

(a sliding half or full-width shelf),
sliding load beds, and tilt-up tonneau
covers for pickups with built-in tool
storage that are sturdy enough to
support a 500kg load. Rugged and
smart, they'll help you keep everything
safe and in its proper place.

CHILLERS/LARDERS -
coldroomdirect.co.uk,
fisheruk.co.uk,
samecooler.co.uk

Every stalker knows the importance
of ‘thinking beyond the shot’. More
than an extraction plan, it means
ensuring the quality of the carcase all
the way to the AGHE or end-user. The
goal is to get it to 70C or below and
keep it there. In most weathers, this
requires easy access to a dedicated
chiller. Fortunately, several firms
provide bespoke solutions for hunters.
A substantial investment, certainly,
but very much viable for estates or
syndicates, and once purchased,
they'll give long service with minimal
maintenance. Key features include
plumbing and drainage, temperature
monitoring, electric hoists, and external
canopies that provide well-lit spaces
for inspecting and preparing a carcass.
| looked at offerings from Coldroom
Direct (Portable Game Larders), Fisher
(Compact), and Game Cooling System
UK (Daro Mini), all of which offer great
products developed for hunters, by
hunters. And one thing they all said?
Don’t let a shortage of chiller space
stop you from shooting that deer!
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WEBSITE
u DIRECTORY

Contact our advertising department now on O1206 506247

Jackson Rifles " 4

Silencers and Precision VIKING
Shooting Supplies

Rifles, Shotguns, Ammunition,
Optics & Accessories

www.jacksonrifles.com

www.vikingshoot.com

www.daveyandson.co.uk

D;ye

BROWNING &Son

EAST COAST FIELD & STREAM

www.browning.com Sporting Guns & Accessories

SHOGIING
y SYPPLICS LIP

Tel. 01527 831 261

www.shootingsuppliesltd.co.uk

Leading supplier of Air Rifles and Pistols and all accessories: Plus we have an
indoor test range to allow our customers to try various guns

Opening Hours: Tue - Fri 9AM - 5PM Sat 9AM - 4PM Sun 10AM - IPM

Wighill
Park Guns

D1237 8337157

www.wighillparkguns.co.uk | info@wighillparkguns.co.uk

) Together
iitary 1st | | head RUAG

GEAR UP FOR ACTION
www.military1st.co.uk WWW.ruag.co.uk

Lottt d Henry Krank

4

“T* Fenland Rural Sports

The Aladdin’s Cave for shooters

LAMPING, NIGHT VISION,

Over 1,000 in stock
Vel guns 1n stoc THERMAL IMAGING EVERYTHING FOR SHOOTERS AND
NEW & USED . _ COLLECTORS
www.fenlandruralsports.co.uk www.henrykrank.com
AN B '|case mention,
You can have SPORKISVIAN
Oneofthese , G UN s E N T K E L IimMmIT E D G“ﬁ
spaces from just Europe’s _blggest_& best |
o5 shooting retailer. when respond_!___ _
www.sportsmanguncentre.co.uk | REICENEREEUEL S

Advertise online www.gunmart.net

VERY COMVPETITIVE RATES
Visit our website orcallus O1206 506247
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DUAL-FORCE™ MULTI-TO0L

THE GERBER DUAL FORCE MULTI-TOOL FEATURES A LAYERED CONSTRUCTION, PROVIDING 3X THE JAW
STRENGTH AND 2X THE FORCE TO TACKLE ANY TASK. ADJUSTABLE 2-POSITION SLIP JOINT JAWS WITH EXTRA-
LARGE TEETH WILL FIRMLY GRASP ONTO A WIDE ARRAY OF FASTENERS AND OFFER UNPARALLELED CONTROL,
AS WELL AS 12 TOOLS INCLUDING WIRE CUTTERS, PLIERS, FINE EDGE BLADE, CHISEL & DOUBLE SIDED FILE.

SRP £99.93 INC. VAT

GER-1059828
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AIRGUNS AIRFORCEONE NERO ROSA SE TROPHY MKII PISTOL
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CO2 airguns are all about self-contained
power, and the system allows manufacturers
to make lighter models with none of the
intrinsic weight of a spring-powered system,
for example. The AirForceOne Trophy pistol,
available via The Shooting Party, proved very
popular, and the latest upgraded MKII version
' on test here, looks set to be another hit.

Lairy for sure
When | saw this model advertised, | was taken
by the more unusual of the stock options, so
my test gun has been supplied in the limited-
edition, Nero Rosa livery, as opposed to the more
standard, 'Black'. OK, maybe it's an acquired
taste, but it adds a fun look, and | can't help
liking it! So, what we have here is a recoilless,
CO2-powered pistol that comes complete
with a host of features that give it plenty
of appeal to the casual airgun shooter who
wants value for money as part of the deal.
Everything comes neatly stowed in a padded
box, and inside, you'll find the pistol itself,
skeleton stock, silencer, two magazines, and a
single-shot tray. This Trophy MKIl is limited to
pistol power, so sub 6 ft/lbs, but is designed to
produce energy levels close to the limit. It can be
shot as a pistol, but then with the quick addition
of the skeleton stock, it can be transformed into
a super-compact rifle. Features include a bolt-
action, the Get Shorty Silencer, micro-adjustable
open sights, an adjustable trigger with a metal
blade, dovetail scope rails, and even a Picatinny

. peesesssas kit that includes two mags, d

AIRFORCEONE NERO ROSA SE TROPHY MKII PISTOL

4! -
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silencer, a single-shot tray, and

o shoulder stock
-

accessory rail. The distributors
also sent me one of their hand
grip/bipod devices, but it should
be pointed out this is actually
available as an optional extra.

Getting started
OK, the first thing is to get the
power sorted. One 12-gram
capsule powers the Trophy MKI|
and this is loaded onboard by
unscrewing the valve cap at the
front of the cylinder. | have to say
this isn't the most user-friendly
system, and tightening the small
cap is best done by inserting an
Allen key into the hole at the
front and using it as a bar, just
to nip up or loosen the cap. Drop
a capsule neck first into the
chamber, then screw back the
cap as quickly as possible. Nip-up
as mentioned, just tight enough
to prevent any hiss of a leak,
and then the system is primed.
The muzzle is threaded and
screwing the silencer into place
takes seconds. This is worth doing
as it helps balance and kills any
report at the same time. Filling
the magazine is easy and is done
by winding the clear casing anti-
clockwise. Next, drop the first

.'
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pellet in skirt first, in from the
back. Fill the remaining chambers
from the front. It all feels precise,
and as mentioned, there is also

a single-shot tray to snap into
place, should you so wish.

Ergonomics
The ergonomics of that ambi
pistol grip work for me, and in
the aim, the contours and palm
shelf all combine well. The
open sights are easily adjusted,
but a screwdriver is needed.
Shooting with open sights
initially, | managed easy 5p-sized
sroups over 10 yards, but with
that shoulder stock nagging at
me, | couldn't resist fitting a
super-compact pistol scope to
maximize accuracy down range.
So, time to fit the stock!

As the pistol comes, there
are two plastic blanking plugs
- one at the top of the grip and
one at the bottom. These first
need to be removed to allow the
skeleton stock to be connected.
With my test model, there
were no instructions referring
to this area, but | could work
out that a screwdriver was
probably the best bet, to lever
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AIRGUNS AIRFORCEONE NERO ROSA SE TROPHY MKII PISTOL

Fitting the stock is a simple task

One 12-gram CO2 capsule powers the system

., .

The contoured grip feels great Detail of the side-mounted cocking handlle Two cassette-style mags are included

RESULTS TABLE
Ammo Average Velocity (fps) High (fps) Low (fps) Extreme Spread (fps)
BSA Goldstar Pellets 330 426 301 125

the plugs off. The top cap proved handling is suddenly stahilized, Verdict

reasonably easy, as it just needs and | was keen to see what sort Negatives? Well, the side bolt is a bit small,

the screwdriver in the slot and of gsroups were possible. | reckon and maybe a little too near the mag, and it

then twisted to force the cap penny-sized groups over 25 yards cdoes require a fair bit of effort to operate. The
off. However, the bottom plug are pretty damn good, and with magazine on test was also a bit over snug in its
Incorporates a large tang that fast handling and an all-up weight slot. But hey, that's better than sloppy, and it
proved very stubborn, making (silencer and skeleton stock) should wear slightly in play. Add in a fairly light
it hard not to mark the stock in of just 3 Ibs, you get the idea! trigger and great handling Sabata style, and this
the process. Blinking irritating, As for the COZ2 figures, | AirForceOne Nero Rosa SE Trophy MKII has to get
| don't deny, but once the plugs clocked 48 shots from the 12- the thumbs up. It's super versatile, and a whole
are off, just don't put them back gram capsule, with a total spread lot of fun in a box for sure. Opt for the Nero

on. Fitting the skeleton stock of 125 fps. Energy started off Rosa, and it's something a bit different too. am
just needs it to be pushed into close to the 6 ft/lbs limit and

position, and removal is almost averaged around 4.7 ft/lbs, so T CHE AL S B RV IO

Name: AirForceOne Nero Rosa SE Trophy MKI|

as easy, just needing the large fairly poky for this style of pistol. X _

. , . Calibre: .22 (on test), .177 available
spring-loaded catch to be pressed.  If you're after the most consistent

. : . Barrel Length: 8"
Incidentally, the optional part of the charge, then the first |
o Wik ; A hin o1 f Overall Length: 14.3" Pistol Only /
moho—grlp |p0_ =d gles Sits gwe_,re el PS ON 29.3" Including Silencer & Stock
design, ajs the b|poq legs ca.n | test, which is very usable. The Weight: 1.9 Ibs Pistol Only / 3 Ibs
be contained and hidden within caveat | would always throw Including Silencer & Stock
the grip. Just clamp it to the in with CO2 is that a cleaning Energy: 4.7 ft/Ibs average
Picatinny rail, and a whole rod set is a must, to have close Price: £220 (on test), £190 with Black Stock
new dimension opens up. by, as the odd shot stuck in the Contact: The Shooting Party -
barrel is inevitable when the www.shootingparty.uk

Feel, handling & stats power suddenly drops at the end Y R
Anyhow, with the composite of the charge. Experimentation Gum IR A __
skeleton stock in position, and and testing can avoid this, | hunmnm onY t(?TRgE\SIrESVUQII'I%%HNOPJIIENV(\SIEB' '
the soft pad in the shoulder, but it’s best to be prepared. ]

Bl
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*Collect in person from our shop or Nationwide delivery to an RFD only

uccess, with every shipment

n the UK and garnering ecsta_tic
ess alike, culminating

he original “Trophy’ was an ins_ta_ntg :T
[ ' rivin

virtually selling-out befqre ar |

reviews from shooters, retailers and the airgun pr

in it being voted ‘Best C02 Pistol 2014’

Black Trophy Ultimate Gombo Pistol

Reflex Sight, Bipod

Limited Edition Model

Limited Edition Nero Rosa SE % All models include a

Ultimate Gombo Pistol ‘Get Shorty! modertor
and detachable stock

Black Trophy Pistol Limited Edition Nero Rosa SE Trophy Pistol
Silencer, Shoulder Stock in .177 or .22 Silencer, Shoulder Stock in .177 or .22

.

The new MK Il models (which are a UK Registered Design), being introduced
following customer demand, offer a host of new features, including:-

o All models are available in a 9-shot (.177) OThey also feature an under fore-grip weaver 0 Metal triggers (adjustable for pull pressure
Target and 7-shot (.22) Vermin versions rail for the addition of a bipod. between approximately 2 and 4lbs) and
featuring a self-indexing rotary magazine. o There is also a special imited edition Nero Rosa SE metal trigger guards further enhance the

0 45-55 full-power (up to 5.5ft/lbs) shots from a model with a stunning black/red Cerakote finish. quality construction of what we believe to
single 12gr CO2 capsule. o A classic bolt action with a wide breech be a leading challenger for the best new

0 All models feature free-floating barrels makes magazine loading simple and un-fussy. pistol of-2023!
for excellent barrel harmonics which aid 0 The pistols are fitted with micro-adjustable
accuracy. rear sights and a steel blade foresight but The Shooting Party

O A high-quadility, low-maintenance, black also feature 9/11mm dovetailing designed 57N recommends QYS pellets
ballistic polymer competition-style stock with to make fitting a PAQ® pistol scope, a swift et 124, for Trophy MKII air pistols.

a palm shelf that improves grip and control. and straighttforward task.

TheShootingParty Ir-erceOne

Unit 4C Birchbrook Industrial Park, PAO
Birchbbrook Lane, Shenstone, Staffordshire WS14 0D J R A
Tel: 01543 480 361 Email: sales@shootingparty.uk

WwWw.shootingparty.uk ﬂ 0 Q




AIRGUNS ACCUMAX S1

a New pbudget airgun
from Accumax; the S1

The contours around N X 21 o | ‘ That cheek is just a
the grip are a big help. RS 4B o 3 ' e & bit low for scope use.
Note the trigger blade RESSS il AR DR Note the butt pad

U 1 Ry .
The break-barrel This shows how groups improved with ca cheek riser in place The rear sight
configuration is I cassembly needs to

always user-friendly 7 2 7 be fixed into place
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| think it's fair to say | was hooked

on shooting shows from a very early
age, and when | tell you | spent nine
hours just on Gunmakers Row when
visiting the Game Fair with my dad,
back in the late '80s, you'll get some
idea! We lost all track of time, couldn't
quite believe it, and saw very little

of the rest of the fair as a result.

The Great British Shooting Show,
now well established at the NEC,
Birmingham, is another classic event to
be drooled over, and in my professional
capacity, I've often been packed off to
peruse all the latest airgun content,
with a view to reporting the highlights.
This year was no exception, and after
arriving at the Anglo Spanish Imports
stand (ASI), | was met by quite the
most enthusiastic sales chap you could

hope to meet. ASI's Regional Sales chap,

Trevor Dolmanm, to be precise, and
the sight of him holding court had me
intrigued as to the cause of the hubbub.
To be honest, the sight of the rack
of humble break-barrel sporters just
behind him seemed a bit of a letdown.
However, talk of an ultra-smooth
action and great accuracy soon had
me booking a test rifle for delivery.
Accumax is the 'own brand' label
owned by ASI, and the new S1 models
are traditional spring-powered airguns
made In Turkey. There are three models
In the line-up, all featuring the same
action but offering different stocks. My
test model, the S1, gets black synthetic,
there's the W1 with a wood finish, and
finally the C1, with a camo effect.

Bucdget sporter

At £150 retail, the Accumax S1 certainly

fits the budget spec., but any of the
three options stays very affordable. A
synthetic stock keeps weight down,
and the configuration is stylish too,
with a contoured grip, sleek angular
forend, and soft recoil pad. Negatives
to report concern the sloping, ultra-low
cheekpiece (fine for open sights, but
not so great for scope use), and the
metal-to-stock-fit, which was poor. |
suspect this was just my test gun, but
it does mean quality control is a bit iffy.
All the metal is chemically blued,
and cost savings at the finishing
stage mean it does look a hit
lacklustre. Nit-picking apart though,
let's remember this is a budget gun
delivering the time-honoured break-

ACCUMAX 51

barrel springer configuration, which
IS a byword for fun and ease of use.

Open sights

This model includes fibre optic open
sights, and that's very welcome on this
oracle of rifle. Look at that foresight
assembly, and there's a bright green
element for the post. The rear sight,
however, comes supplied loose inside
the box. Some shooters may just

slap a scope into place, but if you

do decide to experience the 'ironsg/,
then the rear sight base first needs
to be opened up slightly by using a
screwdriver. This sounds a bit basic,
and | suppose it is, but once the base
IS widened, the sight should snap into
place on the dovetall rails. Tighten
the two bolts, and you now have a
cood sight picture and dual finger
wheels to make easy adjustments.

In use
And so, to the action. Breaking the
barrel and cocking the action is both
smooth and easy. An auto-safety sets
itself at the rear of the action, and
there's also an internal anti-bear trap
system, to prevent the barrel flying
up accidentally. A minor irritation is
that this means the action cannot be
de-cocked at any time. Another slight
negative is the chamfer in the lip of
the barrel, and this means all pellets
are a loose fit and drop straight in.
The upside is it's easy to chamber
a pellet, whilst the downside is the
way pellets will drop straight out of
the breech unless the gun is pointed
down as the barrel locks up. Not a
major problem, just bear it in mind.
Unsurprisingly, we get a basic,
non-adjustable, pseudo-2-stage
trigger, but whilst this is creepy, if
you squeeze gently through the initial
sear movement, then the final let-off
IS reasonable and par for the course.

Stat attack

OK, so just how does the Accumax S1
shape up on the range? Well, let me
start by stating that there is significant
recolil, yet undoubtedly, there are
recoil-calming devices at work inside,
to tame any excesses. Consistency
was pretty good, with an initial 10-shot
string using Weihrauch FT Exact Jumbo

pellets showing a total spread of 24 fps.

Switching to SMK Black Pointed pellets

AIRGUNS

made a big difference though, trimming
any variation to a superb 10 fps overall.

Evaluating accuracy proved a little
more demanding, and that sloping
cheekpiece needs discussion. As
mentioned, it's fine when shooting with
the open sights, but fit a scope up top,
and you may find you need just a bit of
padding. On test, when I'm evaluating
spring-powered guns, | always adopt
my proven, over-the-arm Field Target
sitting position, since it's not only
stable, but it allows the gun to recoil
and move as necessary. However, in the
case of the Accumax S1, that drop-
away cheekpiece just didn't seem to be
making enough contact with my face
for support. Initial groups of around
1.25" over 25 yards, weren't a disaster
for this grade of gun, yet | knew |
wasn't giving the gun a fair crack.

Now, I'm aware that dedicated
cheek pads can be bought cheaply
for £20-£30, and I've had one (I think
from a company called Tourbon), in
my cupboard for some time. It just
requires a neoprene cover to be pulled
on over the butt, and then a simple
foam piece to be inserted underneath
to suit. With the padding set in position,
the S1 felt different again, and those
groups instantly closed to just 0.5"!
Blimey, that's impressive. To be fair,
shooting the gun as standard, contact
was better from the standing or
kneeling position, but an extremely
valid point was made, nonetheless.

Verdict

OK, maybe ASI did slightly overegg
the Accumax S1's performance, but
there's no doubting it's solidly put
together, super-stylish, and carries
plenty of potential. A great first gun
or budget rifle, and there's even ASl's
lifetime warranty to consider!

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Accumax S1

Calibre: .22 on test, .177 available
Barrel Length: 17

Overall Length: 44"

Weight: 5.75 [bs
Energy: 11.5 ft/lbs
Price: £150

Contact: Anglo Spanish Imports -
WWW.a-S-1.CO.UK
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BERKSHIRE
eter&astle

103 HIGH ST, ETON, SL4 6AF

Registered Dealer of sub 12ft Ib Airguns, Airsoft BB Guns,
accessories, & outdoor leisure goodsincluding hunting, bushcraft
and target practice. Over 70 different models of air pistols!!

www.etoncastle.co.uk | Tel: 01753 800009

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Leading supplier of Air Rifles and Pisto
and all accessgkie

Park Guns
01937 833757

www.wighillparkguns.co.uk

LEICESTERSHIRE
LEICESTERSHIRE g
gag==——  AIRGUNS

Extensive range of new and used air nfles and air pistols.
All major brands in stock. Good selection of airgun accessones. Used
airguns always wanted for cash or part exchange, good pnces paid.

www.leicestershire-airguns.co.uk

Unit 2, Queniborough Ind.Est LE7 3FP
| Thurs/Fri/Sat 10.00 am until 5.00 pm

07719787079 |

BERKSHIRE
KC SPORTS naics’

Specialist in New & Secondhand Shotguns,
Air Rifles, Ammunition, Rifles,

Sec.1 Firearms
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEFTED
26 Barkham Road, Wokingham Berkshire RG41 2XP
Tel: (0118) 9781712
www.freewebs.com/kcsport

You can have
one of these

spaces from just
£30

EAST YORKSHIRE
PHOENIX

Field Sports Supplies

WANTED
PRE-OWNED AIR RIFLES & PISTOLS

PURCHASE will depend on MAKE and Condition
If you no longer use your air rifle it could be worth CASH!
37 - 41 High St., Old Town, Bridlington, E. Yorks YO16 4PR
T:01262 605512 M: 07778 342464

AIRGUN
DEALER
GCUIDE

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

PRACTICAL SHOOTING SUPPLIES
practicalsportingsupplies.co.uk

Suppliers of Innovative and marketing leading Shotguns,
Rifles, Airguns and accessories dedicated to the
practical outdoor sportsman.

TBR Products Building Unit 31b, Decoy Bank North,
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN4 5JD

01302 730052 | info@practicalsportingsupplies.co.uk

DRAGON FIELD SPORTS LTD
SHOTGUNS, AIRGUNS, FIREARMS, AMMO
EXPERT - FRIENDLY - CHEAP

All Sorts of Ammo, Accessories & Clothing
www.dragonfieldsports.co.uk
21 Pentre Felin, Wrexham LL13 7NB
Tel: 01978 290990

COUNTY DURHAM
ATT EONGO AND 11 HO G

ALLGUR & plURTTING ACCESSORIE) DEALE
Always 150 or more Airguns in stock.

Based in Darlington we offer an extensive stock of Air
Rifles and Handguns. Take a look round our website for
more information. ID always required before Airguns
can be released to the buyer.

01325 355366 | 07847968059 | kitt2@thehogman.co.uk
www.thehogman.co.uk

Please mention

when responding 2
{Ir
to advertisements (ff

LEICESTERSHIRE

- 61-63 Chapel
-"‘,)--_,,.. St, Ibsmi:ke PICI{ERNG GI_]NS
%% lbstock Gun M www.pickeringguns.co.uk

Huge array of new and used Airguns, Shotguns, Rifles
and Ammunition. Part exchanges welcome.

Email: info@pickeringairguns.co.uk

Tel: 01751 476904

7-8 Birdgate, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 7AL
Mon-Sat 9-5 pm. Closed Weds.

www.|bstocktacktackle.co.uk
01530 260901

Large Selection of Air Rifles, Shotguns, Rifles,
Ammo and Accessories
ALL GUNS BOUGHT FOR CASH.
ALL MAJOR BRANDS IN STOCK AT DISCOUNT PRICES

WORCESTERSHIRE SOUTH YORKSHIRE
SHOETING SUPPLICS | ) MOOREDGES

www.shootingsuppliesitd.co.uk 4®” AJRGUNS & COUNTRY CLOTHING

38 Sherwood Road Bromsgrove B60 3DR » Extensive range of all leading Airguns, Scopes & Accessories
(Just off the A38, 300yds from Morrisons) » Come and see our showroom
Shotguns, rifles, air guns, cartridges, ammunition, reloading Please call for our opening times
equipment, scopes, accessories, clothing and footwear Mooredges Road, Thorne, Doncaster

Tel: 01405 741706 .
01527 831261 BASC /8

Tues-Sat 9am to 5.30pm Late night Fri 'til 7pm Www.mOOTEdgesﬁcom
NORTH YORKSHIRE NORTHERN IRELAND
Maryland Country Sports

DAVEY & SON -
EAST COAST FIELD & STREAM

18A Maryland Industrial Estate
Crossnacreery, Moneyreagh

The Old Post Office, Wykeham, Yorkshire YO13 9QP
New & Used Airguns & Air Pistols by all major manufacturers.

County Down BT23 6BL
Tel: 02890 448598

Huge range of scopes and accessories and pellets.
www.maryland-country-sports.co.uk

Plus stockists of clothing & footwear.

Tel: 01723 865039

Email: info@daveyandson.co.uk
www.yorkshireairguns.co.uk

Your Guide to your

local specialist Airgun Dealers

You can have one of these spaces from just £30

Please contact our advertising department now on

01206 506247/ 50624a2,/ 506246

AIRGUN DEALER GUIDE/10.23
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ACCUMAX:

ACCUMAX-S1
Black synthetic £150°

T
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ACCUMAX-W1
Wood finish £178

Camo £228

& Super-accurate rifle steel barrel &
& UK legal sub 12 ft/lbs of energy &
& Automatic safety &

& Silky-smooth cocking action &
& Vibration-free spring piston design &
& Manufactured to ASI’s extracting specifications &
& Lifetime warranty** &

*Scope and mounts not included in price. * *Lifetime warranty for original owner only.

Order from your local dealer
Or for more information info@a-s-i.co.uk
01728 688555

WWW.a-s-1.C0.UKk n

Distributed to the trade by:

ASI, Alliance House, Snape, Saxmundham,
Suffolk IP17 1SW
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AIRGUNS

NIL ILLIGITIMUM CARBORUNDUM

1IN G.T. Shootmg

HANDBOOK

%,

THE SPORTING - -
g Lln Official stockist of

THE BEST OF AIRGUN SPORTS _HANDBOOK | > BSA SCOI'PIOI'I SE

GET MORE Stockists of

FROMYOUR B.S.A., AIR ARMS, WEIHRAUCH,
SPORT ¢ ' - WEBLEY, CROSMAN, COMETA,  ATRARMS

it 1 N GAMO, UMAREX, BROCOCK
latest air-rifles and kit , = FEINWERKBAUl HATSAN'

for the year ahead!
year c C SPRING & PCP NORICA
15 GUNS ON TEST ’

o KA osman  PLUSSCOPES,  GAMO®

THE SPORTING

GM10.23/51

‘IO PELLETS, TARGETS

- FE A WEIHRAUCH ;
AIRGUN e | g AccessorRES UMAREN

REVIEWS LIENg 53, Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, Surrey, CR5 2RB

Our experts tell you

WHAT TO BUY AND WHY! . , _: ' S ;. =i , www.gtShOOting.Wix-com/gt-ShOOting
TOP HUNTER FIELD | , — ‘ o | ‘_i}‘,... s *r -
B LA | NPy TelFax020-8660 6843 ]

P ﬁ- - (24 hour answering service) B
A = OPEN 10am to 5pm TUES-SAT « (CLOSED MONDAY)

THE SHOOTERS
RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

£3.99 + WWW.SHOOTERSRIGHTSASSOCIATION.CO.UK

) The spo rtl L g S Membership is £39.50 on joining and
Ai I"g un H an d book £18 per person for each additional

members of your household.

encom passes h U nd reds Everyone gets a membership card,

membership cerlificate and the

Of sporting air I‘iﬂ es a nd periodic journal when published.
piStOIS Clubs/Groups/Syndicates £25 a ,.ﬂm—x.aw.am. %

head, minimum of three people with ””W’?f’

discounts fo 40+ groups

il

i

uI'IT-'-"'-I'.|'-- H"' 1510

Our experts cast their
2 All members benefit from £10 million
expeﬂenced eyes over o VCR Act compliant Public Liability

Insurance for whatever you do from

ol hOSt Of new air rlfles, ‘ _'-*};;, - game shooting and deer stalking through pest control and target

shooting to clay pigeons and practical shotgun and on into battle

piStOIS, Scopes a nd y | re-enactment, living history, air soft skirmish to collecting.

adCCesSsSo ries Whatever you do, as long as it’s legal, and whatever you do it with,
as long as that’s legal, we’re here for you.

] -
Del |vered Stl‘a |g ht And if you trip over something firearms or living history related,

to you r d oorl our helpline can help you sort it out.

P.O. BOX 3 CARDIGAN SA43 1BN
01239 698607
enquiries@shootersrightsassociation.co.uk

@ [P o |VISA
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BLACK PEPPER
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BLACK EDITION

CLX

"REGULATED o1 [N

NOW AVAILABLE FROM APPROVED BSA RETAILERS

WWW.BSAGUNS.CO.UK
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The HW110 in its standard form is by
all accounts, a very tidy rifle, although
| must admit that before this test,
| hadn't properly tested one. | was,
however, well aware of the concept and
the thinking behind the design, as | was
lucky enough to be invited to visit the
Weilhrauch factory in Germany, back in
2017, along with my old friends Terry
Doe and Graham Allen, plus some other
journalists. It was a totally absorbing
trip, meeting Hans Weihrauch and his
team, and seeing for ourselves the level
of commitment and design work that
goes Into this company's products.
Production of the HW110 was, of
course, covered and withessed, and
with the action built around a main
hlock constructed from ballistic
nolymer instead of traditional metals,
it's a massive departure for Weihrauch,
and a seemingly risky strategy, given
their standing and perception as an
ultra-traditional manufacturer.

2 GUNMART.NET /OCTOBER 2023

WEIHRAUCH HW110K

Viper Pro

TACTICAL

Moving with the times
Times are rapidly changing though (look
at 3D Printing!), and modern space-age
materials are creeping into areas where
simple metal constructs have always
held sway. So, the HW110 project
suddenly looks rather prescient. The
factory visit in Germany coincided with
Weihrauch's release of their first PCP
nistol, the HW44, and this radical design
huilds upon much the same polymer
breech block base. As Hans Weihrauch
explained to us, ballistic polymers are
widely used in the firearms world, and
these modern production methods
represent the future for the company.
As it turns out, project HW110
has been extremely well received, as
customers loyal to the brand realise
the new approach doesn't represent
a threat to all they hold dear! On test
here is the HW110K, which is a super-
compact version that offers shooters
a serious alternative specification.
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compact
Up close, this Karbine model (denoted
by the 'K'), really does look super-
compact, with that ultra-short
cylinder, and correspondingly short
forend. Weihrauch's own silencer
comes as standard, and with a
host of other features aimed at
the serious shooter, this model
gets a good start in life. A 2-stage
trigger, 10-shot magazine system
(two supplied), side-lever cocking,
manual safety catch, and Picatinny
scope rail, all make the spec sheet.
The ambidextrous sporter stock
grabs the attention, and the black is
actually rubber-coated wood, which
feels very nice to the touch. Laser cut
chequering features on the forend
and pistol grip, and a solid rubber pad
caps off the butt nicely. Weihrauch
manufactures and fits their own barrels,
and this model gets a fairly short 12.5"
tube (16" on the standard model)
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The HW110K from Weihrauch

has caused quite a stir. Mark

Camoccio takes a closer ook to
see what the fuss is about
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running through a plastic support. |
didn't encounter any problems on test,
but for peace of mind, if this was my
own rifle, | would probably remove
that support, just so | could see full
clearance around the barrel. Allowing for
the perfectly normal expansion of the
cylinder, throughout the charge, is the
accepted wisdom these days, and | lose
sleep about such matters. No, really!
Finish-wise, the barrel gets proper
chemical bluing, whilst the cylinder,
as per the HW100 series, gets a
different matte-black coating. As
for the silver mag release catch and
safety on the original model, these are
now supplied in black, apparently as
a response to customer feedback.

One-piece

If you had to criticize Weihrauch’s
HW100 model, it would be a fair
observation to point out the fact
that the receiver is a two-piece

construction, and a potential source
of weakness, in theory at least. The
HW110 sees the new polymer receiver
as a one-piece design, with the
magazine housing enclosed within.
Extra rigidity is therefore afforded,
and with that Picatinny rail running
the entire length, in one continuous
strip, mounting a scope is a reassuring
process, once you have the correct
type of mounts that is. | can't help
thinking the trend for Picatinny/
Weaver rails on airguns is overkill, but
there's no doubting the advantage of
the positive relocating of a scope if

It has been temporarily removed.

With glassware all bolted down, the
final piece of preparation is to charge
the main air cylinder. Weihrauch employs
the same probe style of charging as
their HW100 series, and it's quick and
efficient. Just pull out the small nylon
plug in the inlet valve at the front of
the cylinder, then fully insert the airling,

complete with the charging adaptor
probe supplied, and charge to 200 bar.

At this juncture, it's worth pointing
out that Weihrauch designed these
models with removable air cylinders.
They are meant to be charged in situ on
the gun, yet are removable for testing
further down the line. An unofficial
testing regime of inspecting the gun's
cylinder after ten years has been adopted
by the company, and this is what they
recommend to their customers. It would
seem good practice for the industry, given
the age of some rifles now in circulation.

Filling the 10-shot magazine just
needs a pellet to be pushed into each
chamber, nice and flush. Then, to get
the mag on board, pull the side-lever all
the way back, and insert the magazine
into its slot within the receiver, from
the right side, whilst pulling up the
mag retaining catch. This can prove
a little fiddly if I'm honest, with the
inserted mag occasionally needing a
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. Ultra-compact - the

. HW11O0K is quite

. superb. Note the
underside Picatinny
caccessory rail

B e

jostle to the side before the lever can

WEIHRAUCH HW110K

.......
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spot-on, and trips with a crisp, subtle

The 10-shot mag
worked faultlessly
on test

Conclusion

That silky, predictable trigger,
and astonishingly muted muzzle
report (especially given the short
barrel) all add to the immensely

release. A contributory factor for sure, in
performance overall. The silky cycling of
the side-lever is a massive confidence

boost, and | had no blockages or misfires

be closed. Once the mag is in place
though, cocking and cycling the ten
shots, thereafter, is a slick operation.

Handling

In the aim, this pint-sized sporter
feels amazingly versatile, but whilst |
appreciate the 'Karbine' remit, | would
still prefer a few extra inches on the

forend. This would make no difference

to the overall length, but would just
accommodate the larger framed
amongst us when at full stretch.
As it stands, that front Picatinny
accessory rail is a great feature,
allowing lamping kit, lasers, or even
welights to be attached. Weithrauch's
silencer, fitted as standard on this
model, is well respected as one of
the most effective on the market,
and on test, the tiny report just added
to the civilized experience overall.
Clever things those hair curlers!
Add in the fact that the multi-shot
magazine system cannot be made
to double load pellets, and the plus
points of this premium product
begin to seriously stack up!

As for the 2-stage trigger, despite
the blade itself being plastic, it feels

™
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Charging is via the probe at the front
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whatsoever on test, which speaks
volumes for the integrity of the design.

As with the HW100 series, Welhrauch

specifies the action as self-regulating,
and states a guide of 60 shots in.177
and around 75 in .22. My test model
came in the smaller calibre, and from a

200 bar fill pressure, | managed 78 shots

over the chronograph, all within 19 fps,
which is pretty impressive consistency.
| used JSB-made Air Arms Diabolo
Field pellets straight from the tin.

| decided to adopt the prone position
for the main grouping, and then see
how things shaped up from the kneeling
and standing positions. Superb, ragged
holes, around 9mm across at 40 yards
from a rest was a great start. Plus, when
| adopted the kneeling stance over my
25 yard range, | drilled groups easily
within a 5p piece, showing the inherent

accuracy of this pellet launching machine.

OK, standing was always going to be
tough, especially given my penchant
for plenty of front weight, yet groups
of around 1.25" weren't a disgrace.
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Check out that accurccy

satisfying experience. Also, given
how those down-range groups
were so easy to come by, | was
genuinely sorry to see this one go!
Let's face it, Weihrauch rarely
disappoints, but the HW110K really
Is a superb airgun that’s cleverly
designed, and brilliantly executed.
How that tasty stock finish will survive
snags and nicks in the field is my only
real concern, for you simply can't
fault the performance on offer.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Welhrauch HW110K

Calibre: .177 on test, .22 available
Barrel Length: 12.5"

Overall Length: 34.5",
including silencer

Weight: 6 [bs 8 0z
Energy: 11 ft/Ibs (Average)
Price: £335 (guide)

Contact: Hull Cartridge Company
- www.welhrauch.co.uk

Detail of the magazine in position, the Picatinny
mounting rail, and the ambidextrous safety catch
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MILBRO KNOCK

DOWN DUCK 103 HIGH ST, ETON, SL4 6AF RANGE OF
TARGET IMMERSIVE SCOPES

FX IMPACT M3 BRONZE BSA R12 CLX PRO BSA LIGHTNING XL SE

AIR ARMS S510 TACTICAL HW9O5K

RAINSON EDGE REXIMEX PRETENSIS WALTHER LEVER ACTION

HW110 LAMINATE CROSMAN RATCATCHER 2250 GAMO ROASTER

DF__

BUDGET TO TOP OF THE RANGE RIFLES AND SCOPES - BINOCULARS, MOTION CAMERAS, RANGEFINDERS q ‘A
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A private space of 100sg metres, could be less, is all that is needed to set up a practical shooting target location,
using any of the CO2 multi shot pistols. Perfecting accuracy of target selection and bullseye requires skills easily learned by anyone
seeking an affordable, challenging leisure activity in their own garden. See our huge selection online, for the right pistol for you.
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SIG SAUER
1911 EMPEROR

LUGER POS8 HK MPSK

VICTORY CP2 HK 416 A5 AK74
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 KNIFE COLLECTION for sale including
Buck, EKA knives and Leatherman multi-
tools plus many more. All in very good
condition. For full details contact Anthony
Griffiths, email atg.bushey@yahoo.co.uk
Phone: 07742 292208

 WANTED TRINITY BLANK FIRING
PISTOL. Please ring 07916 151768,
please leave a message | am a private
buyer not a dealer.

« WALTHER LP53 .177 in very good
condition with wooden cocking aid plus
two front and rear sights. £160 07976
787254 (Leics)

« WEIHRAUCH HW45 .177 Very little
use and in exellent condition £160.
07976 787254 (Leics)

 WEIHRAUCH HW95K .22 mint condition
with 4x32 scope £340 , contact Gary cope
07544961927

 BENJAMIN 392 PUMP. Bolt action Air
Rifle, made in U.S.A. .22 with Hunter 6x40
scope, good condition. £120. Call: 01799
527079. Essex.

« WEIHRAUCH HW100 177 T.H. stock, 2
mags fill probe adjustable butt pad (plus
original one). Condition like new, very little
used with bag £550. Call: 01405 766379.
East Yorkshire.

* WEIHRAUCH HW77K green laminate .177
Hawke sport HD3 - 9X40 mildot scope
open sight also avaliable. Excellent condi-
tion. Plus gun bag and range mat. £450
ono. Call: 07742 292208. Hertfordshire.

 NEW GAMO AIRGUN ROCKET whisper
.22 with scope and case £100. New Cros-
man rabbit stopper .22 with case £100
other items available including night light
scope. Silencer targets and pellets, prices
available on request. Call: 07803 416284.
Northamptonshire.

AJX

1978 LEISUIE

EST.

* VINTAGE AIR RIFLES
and Air pistols wanted.
Also old signs, pellets
and related items,
collections purchased,
Antique flintlock and
percussions. Guns also
wanted. Will travel.
Tel: 01908 526666 /

Mob: 07831 398114. (P)

» SIG SAUER SUPER TARGET ASP 177 single
stroke pneumatic precision air pistol. New
cond., case papers and receipt. New £400

Sell £175. Call Maurice: 07925 467486. Email:
maurice.kelly50@yahoo.co.uk.

ADVERTISERS

All advertisement copy
must be received prior to the
date shown below.

COPY DEADLINE FOR
THE NOVEMBER 2023
EDITION IS

28th SEPTEMBER 2023

Suites 2 & 4, Global House, Global Park,
Eastgates, CO1 2TJ.

Tel: 01206 506247

COPY DEADLINES
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A brand-newifle that's desirable,
Mmmm

~ THE SAKD 50 PEAK
|

ULTIMATE

LONG-RANGE

PRECISION

An Airgun all the way from the USA
THE RAW HM1000X CHASSIS RIFLE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

SEE PAGES 18-19

« WALTHER TERRUS 177 BREAK BARREL
spring air rifle including Weihrauch 1/2"
UNF moderator new cond. with box, re-
ciept. £125. Call: Maurice: 07925 46/486.
Email: maurice.kelly50@yahoo.co.uk.

« SMITHS GAS AIR AND SPRING GUNS.
1978 £75. Airgun Digest, R. Beeman 1970's
£30. Airguns and Air pistols, L. Wesley 2
copies £30 each. Redfield revolution scope
4-12x40 boxed as new £180. W&S MKT air
pistol £200. MKII P Rem £150. Call: 07980
324479. Nottinghamshire.

SEARCHING FOR
AN ADVERTISER?
FLIP TO PAGE

154 FORA
DIRECT HIT!

Trustpilot
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FOR SALES CALL OUR ORDER HOTLINE
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OR VISIT

WWW.DAILEISURE.CO.UK

U M

P R E M I

DEALER

OCK

PERFECTION

(oLr

BS A
GUNS

HECKLER & KOCH

&)

NEVER SETTLE

GII) S'Csauer

"".‘»Ll‘llt."»

w FXa rguns

Daystate @

PREMIER \Y/PARTNER

g

GUNS

DELIVERED
NATIONWIDE
FROM £19.95

AIRARMS

£6 GUNMART.NET /OCTOBER 2023

\5@\& EBLEY& SCOTT

GM10.23/62



REGULATED

R10 WALNUT

SUPER CARBINE
BLACK PEPPER

v
o

R10 BLACK EDITION

e
—

ﬂ.{ 3 @;ﬁ* >
PR O AR SUPER CARBINE
TN REALTREE XTRA

o
J'!"

The British Association for Shooting & Conservation

@ WWW.BSAGUNS.CO.UK (&3 ked / BSA 1861 UK LTD OFFICIAL

G isvouoe Jll BASC 8



AIRGUNS

i L ¥ ey --
i e s

In the past, I've only taken

a passing interest in RAW
air rifles, as I've never had
the chance to try one.
However, at long last, thanks
to my local gun shop, T &

J. ) McAvoys, I've been able
to test the latest version of
the HM1000x. A rifle that
may well be hand-built,
tested, and tuned in the USA,
but thanks to Elite Optical
Distribution, they're now
available here in the UK.
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RAW HM1000X CHASSIS

't was ex-Theoben co-
director, Martin Rutterford,
who set up the company
in the US to continue
the Theoben heritage,
but any RAW rifle is now
far more technologically
acdvanced than anything
Theoben ever produced.
However, you could say
what Martin learned
and helped develop with
Theoben, certainly gave
him the foundations to

' The height of the
. cheekpiece and the length
of pull can be adjusted

™ *-3.. F ‘ #th\r!*-j
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Pete Wad

with testing

build rifles that are quite
exemplary pieces of kit.

Fully regulated

The rifle has a carbon fibre
480cc buddy bottle that
takes a recommended
250 bar fill. The rifle is
charged via a covered
foster-type fill port on the
right of the action, next
to the neck of the bottle.
There's also an air gauge
on the opposite side to

Bctical RAW

indicate air status. The
fully regulated design
ensures that shot strings
are consistent, and the
large buddy bottle ensures
that you will have enough
air onboard for extended
visits to the range or In
the field. The company
stats give an approximate
shot count of 450 from

a single charge, which is
enough for any 12 ft/lbs
airgun shooting discipline.

-

a | I

-

Detcail of the controls
used to make
adjustments on the stock.
Note the Picatinny rail



Chassis by name,
chassis hy nature
It's an undeniably tactical-
styled ambidextrous rifle,
with most of the stock being
manufactured from synthetic
materials, with an action of
black-anodised, top-grade
aluminium. This robust AR-
style chassis allows the user
to adjust the height of the
cheekpiece and the length
of pull. The latter can be
altered by pushing the large
button on the rear/right of
the stock, which releases
the butt pad and allows it to
extend. It locks automatically
In three separate increments,
but when | measured it, it
only affected the overall
length of the rifle by %2".

The way the cheekpiece
IS raised is quite simple,
yet ingenious. On the right-
hand side is an inbuilt riser
mechanism, which consists
of a threaded synthetic post,
to which the side of the
cheekpiece is attached to.
This has an integral, knobbly-
edged finger wheel. Turning
this adjuster then simply lifts
or lowers the cheekpiece to
the desired level you require.
This means both adjustments
need no tools and can be
done in the field should you
need to fine-tune gun fit.
However, the cheekpiece
can also be moved slightly
laterally, but you will need to
loosen 2x crosshead screws
under the cheekpiece itself.

RAW HM1000X CHASSIS

AIRGUNS

AS FOR ACCURACY, USING QUALITY AMMO, THIS RIFLE CAN MAKE
TIGHT CLOVER-LEAF-SIZED GROUPS OUT TO 30 YARDS WITH EASE."

PETE WADESON

Gripping
The AR-style pistol grip
shows a rubberised outer
with forward finger ridging.
Plus, on both sides, there
are raised oval dots to
further aid grip. It feels very
comfortable in the hold
and will suit most shooters.
Incidentally, all these parts
are interchangeable with any
other AR-style components.
The action is quite blocky
and deep, plus sits on top of
most of the relatively short
forend, which is covered in
M-LOK mounting points that
run from the pistol grip to
almost the neck of the buddy
bottle. These allow the easy
attachment of accessories
like lamps, lasers, bipods etc.

Laminate stock options
As a matter of interest, the
American-macde laminated
stocks come in five colours,
are ambidextrous, and feature
an adjustable cheekpiece

and butt pad. There are also
M-LOK attachment points
running along the underside
of these stocks as well, giving
users the same ability to

add suitable attachments.

The 2-stage trigger is
. well-sized, and the safety

| ,., ' % blade is also situated
within the trigger guard

This shows just how much
this system is becoming
popular with airgun shooters,
especially across the pond.

Action & magazine
The receiver shows a
cenerously sized side-lever,
which in turn runs a very
familiar, tried and tested,
Perspex-fronted self-
actuating magazine. This
holds 17 pellets in .177 (on
test) and 12 in .22 calibre.
The lever operates very
smoothly and precisely, plus
Is ergonomically designed
for ease of pickup, before
continuing on its rearward
travel. As well as cocking
the rifle, it also retracts the
probe from the magazine,
so you have direct in-line
operation. Another factor of
note is that the side-lever has
a short arc of travel. So, for
those who prefer this design,
It's a real speed machine.
The magazine is Theoben
through and through. Just
one look at the unit indicates
where the initial design
originated from, so why not
use it here? Now upgraded,
its function is simple yet
highly efficient. To load, you

Air is stored in a 480cc carbon fibre

bhottle. Note the covered fill point

ancd the free-floating, carbon fibre-

shrouded Lothar Walther barrel

must first turn the clear
faceplate anti-clockwise in
the direction of the arrow
until it comes to a natural
stop. Then, fill all chambers
as you let the magazine
faceplate return to its original
closed position. Next, you
simply slip 1t back into

the right-hand side of the
housing, where it sits neatly
In place. Though it sits proud
on the top of the action, it
doesn’t overly stand proud
on the Picatinny rails that sit
on either side of the housing.
The rail also has a 20 MOA
relief, so whatever scope

you fit probably won't run
out of adjustment. For the
test, | used a Hawke Airmax
4-12x40 AO in Sportsmatch
mounts, and the AMX reticle’s
multiple aim points once
again proved highly useful.

Trigger & safety

The unit follows the same
design that Theoben used for
many a moon, but here we
have a much more developed
mechanism. The trigger blade
Is very well-sized, as is the
trigger safety blade that sits
inside the guard, in front of
the main blade itself. Even

OCTOBER 2023 / GUNMART.NET &9



The RAW
HM1000x

AIRGUNS

Chassis follows
the blueprint of
maony _tncticnl ,’
AR-ster airrifles 4

RAW HM1000X CHASSIS

The air gauge sits neatly on the left of the rifle The generously sized side-lever operates very The time-tested Theoben design of the

those with the largest of
forefingers will easily find a
comfortable trigger feel, such
are the curved ergonomics

of the blade. It's classed as a
set-back, match-grade unit,
and | for one can't argue

with that,

as it let off shots

precisely and predictably
time after time. If anything,
it's another indication of
how much more advanced
RAW airguns have become
in terms of performance.

Performance

Every HM1000x features a
Lothar Walther barrel that,
after being fitted to the
receiver, is tested to ensure
accuracy, along with the
trigger and power output,
which are all hand-tested and
tuned before your gun leaves
the factory. It noticeably has

a carbon

as this rif

fibre shroud, which
IS more of

a cosmetic outer,
e needs a silencer

smoothly and precisely magazine has now been upgracded

for hunting use. Thankfully, on the side of the receiver. and as they state themselves,
and as expected, the barrel is Also, the word 'Theoben’ is it offers the ultimate in
screwcut 72" UNF to accept etched in white, so there’s long-range precision.
most off-the-shelf cans. With no doubt that the company The rifle handles and
the silencers | used on test, Is now officially stating its balances perfectly and
a compact can is enough to roots, which is only right, will surprise many with
bring down the report to an seeing as they're clearly how light it is for such a
acceptable level. However, integrating the heritage tactical-looking rifle. Also,
the Weihrauch HE Silencer that was Theoben into the accuracy is highly impressive,
made it whisper quiet, and new brand name, which was as is the consistency
if | owned this rifle, that'd previously only designated and high shot count.
be its permanent partner. ‘RAV'. But that’s by the The rifle is available

As for accuracy, using by when you consider the In.177, .20, .22, and .25. It
quality ammo, this rifle can HM1000x is the flagship also comes in high-power
make tight clover-leaft-sized model in the company range, .30 and .357 calibres.

groups out to 30 yards with
ease. Shooting from a rested
position, these opened out
to ragged %5" c-t-c groups at
50 yards, making this a rifle

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
Name: RAW HM1000x Chassis
Calibre: .177 on test, .20 .22 & .25 available
Barrel Length: 16"

| Overall Length: 31.5 - 32

that'll impress the long- Weight: 7.6 Ibs (un-scoped)

range shooting fraternity. Price: £1 949

Contact: Elite Optical - www.eliteoptical.co.uk

Conclusions

| found it interesting to see G“ﬁ s _
S PSRN - | ARGEST GUN & SHOOTING -
PINUNIAURARAI GUNMART.NET KIT REVIEW SITE ON THE WEB

seen etched boldly in white
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HUGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS,
TUNING KITS, SERVICE KITS AND
SHOOTING CONSUMBLES.

WALTHER ARMS,

GET IN CONTACT

X

~>sirguns

TS @

(. 01349 832974
SALES@TWCHAMBERS.CO.UK

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK
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City Airtweapons
2ty (Lincoln)

154A NEWARK ROAD LINCOLN LNS5 8QJ
Tel: 01522 576238
www.cityairweaponslincoin.co.uk

® Large stock of New & Used Airweapons
® Part exchange welcome
® Weapons bought for cash
® Credit cards welcome

(- ‘ WEIHRAUCH :

WE SPECIALISE IN FAST
AIR WEAPON REPAIRS

THEOBEN

Quickfills fitted to Rapids in
block or buddy bottle

RING FOR PRICES

ICES PA < FEINWERKBAU
AND ﬂaNSCHUTZ SF‘FEING TARGET RIFLES,
AIRSPORTERS, THEOBEN RAPID 7 Mkis,
SHARP ACE and INNOVAS and
FEINWERK-BAU 127 & 124s

LARGE SELECTION OF PELLETS
INCLUDING SPECIALIST PELLETS

THEOBEN SPECIALISTS

e N e | E %
DELIVERY FROM £1

PRICES CORRECT AT D1a’05f2023
While advertised stocks last

USED AIR RIFLES & PISTOLS
(INCLUDING CLASSIC AIR RIFLES)

AIR ARMS S200 .22, multi-shot with silencer & 3-9 x 40 scope, vgc......... RV SO DL R e ki £349
AIR ARMS 5410 CARBINE .22, with silencer and 3-9x50 SCOPE, VOC ... sescsssssssassemsssssesss sessssen £649
BSA LIGHTNING GRT 177 with 4-12 X B0 SCOPR, T .......coscsessemnsnssismnsrisss soehisssmsnsessssaiss sissss sssssassss sssssmis ssesussisss £198
BSA MERCURY .22 with BOX 80l BCCBSSOMES, VG ... oo iommmscssssssnn it nessibmsssi ess oo sorssiss st sttt atsisis sisbacstens £198
B I IR I T i e B S o s £89
S0 BIRBRORTER RN 82 VO it oo i s iAo A e s o g £289
BSA ULTRA SE 177 with silencer & 3-9 X 40 SCODR, WOC ..covuicimsmsemssssrsssississssisisssiorss bsrsssomsrississms ssessammsssss sommsbans £425
DAISY POWERLINE 717, .177 air pistol.....ccvniincn, S O R A S T S S ARG £69
DIANA T8 setiet T .22 COEIT] S0 Y IO uiuuminsunusiuniarssnssnssiosnimsionesiarsstiossoinsisiasinioviseossi it sussior-vissns s s shavssia i iavaisin £69
HATSAN AT44 .22 with silencer and 4 X 40 SCOPE, GC wvvriieisisrsissssssssssssses s sssssss serssssssssssssssssrasssssssssssassess £369
KRAL PUNCHER 177 WAINMUL G5 MEW ...ooieiieiisceiessssassessiessssse st sasessssssssssssesssssessssssssass sessssssssesssssssssssassssssessasssessessesssssesss £299
LG527 .22 wit original SIQHL, MICE STOCK ...t st sses s sssssssss ssn s ssiesss sass s sesss s ssssnse s mses s snsssasrass £79
SR e = 1 A £85
RELUM TERMADD 22 G v s s o i e Lot s s i s, £129
LAV BN Y77 0 i o s s i s e i G R e e il £98
SHIK PROD S0 2220 WIER 20 332 BRGNS, SEIC i iuiaiivusniionsiossosissiossssson'sosses s osdsias b i osasdosin essmsis v s £149
SPORTSMAN RS2 SERIES with .177 and .22 barrel, 3-9 x 32 scope and case, GC........nieninssesennns £98
M Y I M o O i i A S i e R A A e PR i £289
WEBLEY & SCOTT HURRICANE 177, WIEh DAG, VOC...ccisiimismsesssusissssassnsarssissibiosisssasspissi sassasisnsisivssmassisinssissinsonios 1L 1D
WEBLEY & SCOTT LONG-BOW .177 (Birmingham) VGC ................ 4 A SR AN S S SRS £298
WEBLEY & SCOTT STINGRAY 177 (Birmingaum) WIBE ... s atiinisss s £298
WEBLEY & SCOTT TEMPEST .22, VQC WIth DG ....ocviereiecismsssiesssiessisesssiesssssssssssssssssssesssesssssssssassssnssesssssstssssessansssn £149
WEBLEY & SCOTT TYPHOON with original guarantee card, scope rail & hardcase, VgC.......cccovvevrrnrvannens £189
WEBLEY VULCAN .22 (Birmingham made) with BSA 4 X 32 SCOPE, GC .....coerrevemrsnssississssssessiesssessssessssssesess £149
WEIHRAUCH HWA45 .22 Silver Star air pistol, 85 NEW iM DOX o eeecisssesesss sesssssssssssssssssssessssssnssesasssssssnss £299

SPECIAL OFFER - NEW AIR RIFLES
GUN ONLY PRICES (A MASSIVE SAVING)

IR RIS SO BOBET (N7 i it s i i s s e e e P it £626
AIR ARMS S510 Beech 177 .22......mmnsssssssssassasssens s e £773
R PR e s T s o e B S A £866
AR ARNIS SANW Been W22 £693
AIR ARMS S410 Walnut 177 .22 ..o, W— i B B e RO s £759
AR ERNIE SlRD LT il PN YT 00 s s imomescisossiis oot i 154 R s R S £773
AIR ARMS S510 Take Down Rifle .22 ..o v, i s A S A e £906
AIR ARMS S400 BECR 77 .22 ettt ssss s sesss s essss s seses s s sa s s s sensss s s s s £519
AIR ARMS SA00 WAINUE 177 .22 ceicieiiinsciesisssssss s ssssssses sesssss ssssssssssessassssss stsssss sessiss s bsssss sesssssssssassssasssasssssassasensans £613
AIR ARMS S200 BTl 77 .22ttt ssssesssssssessss st st ssss b s st s bs s sems bbbt b £466
AIR ARMS TX200 BEECN 177 .22 st issecsssrissssssss s sssssesssssssssessassssss sisssss msssss smssss sessssssssssns sasssasassrsss susases s £585
AR ARNE DX NEINGE I B s immanaaies s oo s s s s £652
AR AR PR PR BoBOR) LT i um i o oams a isei hi £692
AR ARNES PROSPORT Waln 177 22 i nies i i £795
AR AAS SEWIBLIBEREITE 107 3 i s e s o Ryt i £812
IR AR SR SUPEREIIE 0L b, i i e i o s s s A o s A b £732
AR ARG SA00 SUPERLITE 177 0 . imnsummnnmmsiss o i s s s it £560
IO R0 BB TTT 20 s e i o i s S s A s sy B B i £778
BSA ULTRA NUETRIT BE TECHBEl YT XD s vonisninossinsossinisyoisss v s s s i s £505
BSA ULTRA CLX MULTI /SHOT Beech, in 177 @nd .22 .. scsismsssssisssessssssssessssssssssssassssasssassssassssssnss £518

SPECIAL OFFER

NEW ELLTECH 4500 PS| PORTABLE PCP COMPRESSOR, MAINS AND BATTERY

for all makes
of air rifle /4

AIRGUNS

AlBR RIFLE PELLELS

SHOOTING VALUE ACROSS THE RANGE

for all makes
nf' air rifie

54-56 SUMMER LANE, BIRMINGHAM B19 3TH, UK
+44 (0)121 359 3343 | www.marksmanpellets.com

For wholesale and retail enquiries
sn. emall sales@marksmanpellets.com

B LN I IV ..t s o g S A P £217
BSA LIGHTNING SE GRT (GA5 RAM) ..ot sessis e st esssssssssssssssssssssessssssssasssssssssas sesssnsssssass sesasssssssssasssasn e £258
BSA LIGHTNING XLSE 177 .22 .ottt ettt e st st s s smss e e st st s st sttt sttt e £272
BSA LIGHTHNING XLSE GRT ...t sessssssssessssssssssssssss ssssass sesesss sasssssssssssasessssssessas sesases ssasssn sasssssssssssassesassses £276
BSA LIGHTHING SE BRT 1G85 Rali) ..o i s ds e s st s £261
BER LIGHTHING XLEE TaEMEAL i i i s s s e e s s e £258
BSA LIGHTNING XLSE GRT Tactical (Gas Ram) .....ccccoeeriniicsvninnevananens S AR A R £272
BEA SCORPION NS TRETRCRL 0T 0 iiciisiminsiosisuissssinius dfssssissmessariiisossos i shisisississingisiniisspnin £276
GAMO MAXIM ELITE M/SHOT BREAK BARREL Beech 177 .22 with sﬂencer & 3.9%40 SCOPE ....ovmsrsusrrssnssr £239
GAMO MAXIM ELITE M/SHOT BREAK BARREL Tactical .177 .22 with silencer & 3.9x40 scope.......cccou.... £239
GAMO PHOX With SCOPE & SIHBNCET 177 .22t s smsssssss sssssss sesesssssssssssssas essass hsasas sessssassssssnssns £39
GAMO COYOTE M/SHOT with silencer & 3.9%40 SCOPE AT7 .22 essssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns AV 13
M R e I T e b e o e e e e S L £894
WEITHRALICH HWHID 7T (20 iinioiiiniiinstsimisiniisssisuinssisainsisssissinss i itk s s oo asissmis £720
WEIHRAUCH HWBL With- SHENCEE 17728 i s s e i wasnssisssisivissisne S 1
WEIHRRRCE IS 1 e s s e e £225
WEITHRBLICH HWEE TTT 22 i siosohioms oy s i s s o i i i i £364
WVETHIR B L RETE NAPE I UNERENEY, ..ot oot s s B £419
WEIHRAUCH HWO7 KT Black/StAINIESS 771,22 ..ttt esssssessssesssssssssssssssssassssssssssss e s sssssnsanes €450
WEIHRAUCH HWOT7 KIT WOOU .. iiitiscicnississss sessssesssssssssssssssssss s ssss sssssss sasssssssssssasssssasssssss sasssasssssasssassassassesssass £509
WEIHRAUCH HWOT KT SYUDIRETIC JF7 22 .. .oorsioniicomssomysss s msasiossssnsmssssss sasssmsss s i hoasmhiots s e 5684 6237a s s s e sns £399
WEIMBEADECH WD KT LIGINIGIRY AT 1 20 o camaanann e nnnnns s s s susin i £222

COMBO AVAILABLE ON NEW AIR RIFLES £59.99 EXTRA
COMBO CONSIST OF 3-9 X 40 SCOPE, MOUNTS GUNBAG &
PELLET UPGRADE SPECIAL OFFER NIKKO STERLING
3.9 X 50 MIL DOT P/A SCOPE COMBO PRICE £69.99

NEW PISTOLS

Y B T T I Bl T i e S S e £178
NEW BEREUTR SRS TIICRME T i kel st s i s o e R s b e s £151
NEVW LIRCORRIIN G 202 o caiviimsniss issarsboaomhas s ssisss s v e e e e A S R A £76
NEW CROSMAN AMERICAN CLASSIC .177 pump up .......c..... CrRe———— TR S R R RE S S £79
MNEW WETHRBLICH HWNE FTT .o imisssssssssssssosssds s s (55555 5 5 555547555 105 rs s A i £285
NEW WEIHRAUCH HWA5 BLACK STAR 177 22 ..ot et essssesessessssssees st et st sssaees s sssss st ssees £302
NEW WALTHER CP88 BIACK 177 ... ssssosessssssssmsasssasssssssss smrssssssssssssssasssssasssssssassssssssssssasssasssssassesmssses £178
NEW WALTHER CP88 Nickle .177.......cccnmmmmmmemn i R A kAR A R B TSR £205
PRV WERLTMER KPS BIBEIE TTT ciiiiiiissionaruiasionsvntsoshinissssih 1885 ouestr 48 o3ass bess s uinars kst e e o £142
NEW WEBLEY TYPHOON 377 .22 SOMiARC0IBES iiiiimiiiariiiaisiisiasiisiiasiiii s iiiisiariidsin £84
IR WL LTI UONPMRITS T i o mihh v i B e S B A S RS R A £96
NEW WELTEER KPP0 COONMIRTE BB - uii5.u0eumviisa o omssicsissssssedss s assc35ies 55 susm55 558 Fbobsn BB ms oA A £115
PR I CVCIE T B s oo om0 B S A B A A S SRS T AT £135
INENE SLRVCIC T8 BB I B oo nsiessrsmssoes oo s s 1650 0 vy e s S A Rt B A1 NN IS £173
INEW GLOCK 17 DU BIMIMIO ... tiuuiiiirissemnaasimsisssssssmss sessssssssssss sesssssssssssssssssss osssassssss ssssss sssssss s sessssmsss ssss st sesssssansasssssasssass £144

SPECIAL OFFER NEW 300 BAR BOTTLES
WITH HOSE & GAUGE

R B T e e £159
B T BTN o R s £169
TLTR - from.......... S AT A SRS F——— R, P ST — RN v RIS
B LT TR BTNt pimintc e e M A A R AR AR £249

SPECIAL OFFER

NEW BROCOCK JUBILEE MULTI SHOT PCP, NO. 6 OF 50, .22 WITH SILENCER AND 3-9 X 40 SCOPE

...£D8BY
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FIELD CUTLERY

Field Cutler

Our team offers advice on all the latest knives and tools

KNIFE TES TS

> Buck makes an extensive
range of knives, from tiny
pocket knives, to bhig heavy
hunting knives, and the
Alpha Hunter sits pretty
much in the middle, at just
over 8" long. The handle
and blade each account
for about 50% of the total
length, and knives with
these proportions have

a great balance and feel

In your hand. Supplied in i
Buck’s new presentation- — -~
style box, the knife |
ooks great and feels
ke a proper tool
for the outdoors.

a nice fit in the hand. The
deep front finger groove

The blade provides an effective

The 358" front quillon and the

ong drop- handle shape and texture
noint blade Generous ensure a comfortable

Is made of Jimping fit with great grip.

in key
locations on
the spine

S35VN steel, a
very tough metal
with excellent edge
retention qualities

that make it ideal for

knife making. The very
high-ground blacde shape
means that it moves
through material extremely
efficiently, without any
bunching, and at 3.5mm
thick on the spineg, it is
extremely strong and

rigid. The drop point

shape means that you

can do detailed work and
the knife makes a really
good wood carving tool.

Deep and wide-cut
Jimping on two areas of
the spine, one above the
front portion of the handle
and one above the middle
of the blade, allow you
to put a lot of pressure
through the knife when
using different holds,
without your grip slipping.

At the back of the
knife i1s a good-sized
lanyard hole, and it also
comes with a quality
brown leather sheath with
a press-stud fastening
strap to hold the knife
securely in place. The
leather 1s decent, the

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: Buck Alpha Hunter
Price: £299.95
Contact: \Whitby & Co. Ltd - www.whitbyandco.co.uk

52 GUNMART.NET /7 OCTOBER 2023

the scales are a very good
fit on the full tang of the
knife, with no gaps or
open joints. Dymalux is
an ideal material for knife
handles because it has
the look and feel of wood,
but the resilience and
durability of resin. It is a
strong material used In

a variety of applications,
Including pistol grips, and
the gentle curve on the
handle combined with the
generous length make it

The grip

The handle is Walnut
Dymalux, a combination
of natural wood veneers
laminated together and
iInfused with resin, and

y

PRICE:
£299.95

The knife is supplied with a
good qucality leather sheath

seams are double-stitched
and, although basic, the
sheath does its job and
keeps the knife safe.

Conclusion

This is a really nice mid-
sized knife and its chunky
proportions and full-tang
construction make for a
very strong and practical
tool. The materials have
been selected for the best
combination of durability
and sharpness, and the
blade certainly stands up
to some hard use without
needing any attention.
Weighing approximately 4.5
oz, it comes razor sharp and
ready to use straight out of
the box. A word of warning
- when | say sharp, it is
‘handle with care’ sharp!
Buck Knives are not cheap,
but they're well made,

very well presented,

and will last a lifetime,
representing a good-value
long-term investment.

REVIEWER: MARK UNDERWOOD



2> KA-BAR is undoubtedly hest
known for its fixed-bhlacde
combat knives, as originally
acdopted by the US Marine
Corps in 1942. However, the
company also makes some
very impressive folders, too.

Ohyes
The KA-BAR Folding Hunter
IS a good-sized tool that is
big enough to be effective,
but small enough to be
convenient to carry. The
3.88" 420 stainless steel
blade is a clip-point design,
and at 2.5mm thick on
the spineg, it is very strong
and rigid. A nice section
of jimping on the spine
ensures your finger doesn't
slip when putting pressure
through the blade.
For ease of opening,
the blade shows an
ambidextrous thumb
stud and a long nail nick.
The former allows very
convenient one-handed
opening, all the way to

Note the
ambidextrous

| thumb stud cancl
the well-placed

the locking position.

The matte-grey finish
on the blade makes it
totally non-reflective.

The scales on the handle
are very durable G10 and they
sit between the steel bolster
and the butt, protecting them
from impact, plus they are
textured for improved grip.
The handle is slightly curved
to further enhance grip and
the knife sits in the hand
really well. The handle is 5"
long and the knife opens out
to an overall length of 8.88".

Nice and solid

The Folding Hunter is a
locking knife that utilises

a lockback mechanism,

and when fully opened, the
blade is fixed and held very
securely. The lock is released
by pressing the exposed
section of the rocker bar

In the cut-out on the back

of the knife and is large
enough so you can easily
operate it even when wearing

KNIFE TES S

gloves. There is absolutely
no movement when the
hlade is in the fully open
nosition and you can put as
much pressure through the
blade as you like, and even
use the blade to twist and
pry material, without the
mechanism failing. When a
folding knife locks open this
securely, you can almost
forget that it is not actually a
fixed-blade knife. Obviously,
as this is a locking knife, and
the blade exceeds the legal
limit, this is not an everyday
carry knife here in the UK
and you need to consider
where and when you carry it.
The KA-BAR weighs In
at just 150-grams, so it
Is not a burden to carry,
plus the pocket clip is the
perfect size for secure

FIELD CUTLERY

holding and doesn't
Interfere with knife use.

Conclusion

The Folding Hunter rekindles
some of the features of KA-
BAR’s old model 1189 folder
(a straightforward locking
knife with a clip-point blade
and wood handle) but is
updated with more modern
handle scales and a pocket
clip for a more convenient
carry. It is surprisingly
strong and useful, and the
quality is very good. The
price is surprisingly low,
considering what you get

in terms of quality and
functionality, making the
Folding Hunter a bargain
well worth snapping up.

REVIEWER: MARK UNDERWOOD

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Name: KA-BAR Folding Hunter
Price: £31.95
Contact: PJS (UK) Ltd - www.blades.co.uk

Detail of the slim
canc unobtrusive
pocket clip

Even dense hardwood
Is nho challenge for the
strong and sharp blade
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BLADES-UK.COM -
Ty
SHAH|7 VB

MARTIAL ARTS EGIUIF’MENT ' snnw
& 7 Ith Octoher

MOVIE REPLICAS
CAMPING 8 UTILITY KNIVES 2023 ETHROET ]

More than 60 UK & International makers & traders
will be at the show, so it’s the perfect chance to
see & handle their knives before you buy.

Scan the QR code to buy
advance tickets at £7.

There will be a limited nhumber of tickets
available on the day at £10

DER ONLINE OR BY Follow us on Instagram for updates about the
TELEPHONE show & exhibitors: @the_sharp_show_uk

01945 701022
blades-uk.com

Contactus: thesharpshowuk@gmail.com
WWW: thesharpshow.co.uk

GM09.23/64
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BUCK
\D(NWEslj/

The Buck 263 HiLine is a sturdy knife that features a D2 cleaver blade. Whether you are cutting,
slicing or chopping, the HiLine optimises durability to aid you in any task. Ball bearings allow for
easy opening and the blade is secured while in use with a frame lock.

For more information on the Buck HilLine, visit www.whitbyandco.co.uk or scan the QR code /
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T8 Tanning Kits for Deer, Fox, Sheep, Rabbit etc

larger skins. V3 Hehsygen, ] Small to medium

Homy

KTAN . K-Tan - — White Tan
Sy " Used for Tanning TAN o ' Used for Tanning

oy Including Supa - = skins.

By 8 Soft and Fleshing iy Including Supa -

for sl

g Soft and Fleshing

e

/

One WhiteTan kit will tan 30
Rabbit skins or 6 Fox skins or the
equivalent area.

500mlI of Supa-Soft will oil the
same area as the White Tan Kit.
Full instructions provided.

One K-Tan kit will tan two
large sheep skins,one calf hide or
several Roe hides. Full instructions
provided. 500ml of Supa-Soft will oil
the same area as the K-Tan Kit.
Includes one Fleshing Knife, capable
of dealing with hundreds of skins.

SPECIALOFFER e SPECIAL OFFER

INCLUDES 1X K-TAN KIT, 1 X 500 ML SUPA-SOFT OIL INCLUDES 1X WHITE TAN KIT, 1 X 500 ML SUPA-SOFT OIL
1 X DOUBLE HANDED FLESHING KNIFE CODE: CP108 £44.95 RBRP£4990
CODE: CP117 £89.95 _BRP-£105:85 PLUS P&P PLUS P&P

STS North Wales. Llanrwst, LL26 OHU
Tel. 01492 640 664
www.sportingcutlery.co.uk - sales@stsnorthwales.co.uk.

SPORTING Large collection of special
knives up for sale
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Sporting Cutlery has been asked to sell an unparalleled collection from the estate of a passionate collector who spent over 5
decades curating a diverse and extraordinary knife collection.

The collection comprises knives from some of the most reputable The rarity of some knives in the collection makes them true

makers including Boker, Cold Steel, Willlam Henry, Fox, Gerber, Al treasures for collectors. These one-of-a-kind pieces will

Mar, KA-BAR, and renowned artisan Mick Penfold, among others. undoubtedly attract the attention of those seeking unique
additions to their own collections. For the avid collector, this is a

The collection also features an array of limited edition knives, rare opportunity indeed.

showcasing the dedication and precision of knifemakers who create

these exclusive works of art. From first edition runs to uniquely The entire collection will be available for sale over the coming

nu?bered pieces, the limited editions represent the epitome of skill months at www.SportingCutlery.co.uk.

and rarity.

! Keep an eye on the Pre-Owned Knives and 'Latest Arrivals*

It also includes a vast and diverse assortment of knives, catering to sections to be among the first to witness the unveiling of these

every knife enthusiast's taste. From practical and robust tactical extraordinary blades.

knives designed for outdoor adventures to finely crafted hunting

knives that embody both functionality and elegance. If you're a collector looking to part ways with your own cherished
knives, Sporting Cutlery offers a seller portal where you can list

For everyday carry or pocket-friendly companions, there are versatile your knives for sale. It can be found at www.sportingtrader.co.uk

pocketknives and a selection of exquisitely decorated blades that

exude elegance and creativity. Telephone 01492 640 664 for further information.

WWW.SPORTINGTRADER.CO.UK - 01492 640664 -  SALES@STSNORTHWALES.CO.UK STS (NORTH WALES) LTD, LLANRWST, CONWY, LL26 OHU
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FIREARMS

SAKO 90 PEAK

S

OMPLAINTS

Chris Parkin gets to look at the

Sako rifles have heen held in high
regard for decades, and this all starts
from a visual perspective, with

the barrel. This is a 20" stainless
steel tube with a 15x1 threaded
muzzle for a moderator. The crown

IS Impeccably cut and Sako makes
oreat claims about the importance of
this final contact for the bullet and
just how critical it is to be precise.
The barrel shows a 16.5mm diameter,
before swelling out towards the
action. Flutes run along the barrel

to reduce weight and the steel

Is finished with a uniform matte
texture to avoid reflection. However,
It's not so aggressive that it drags
skin dust from your hands. Sako

cold hammer forges their barrels

56 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 2023

for consistency and longevity, and
this one has five grooves and lands
and a 1:11" twist rate, giving a little
more stability for relatively longer/
lower-density copper projectiles.

New hits

| wasn’t a huge fan of the 85 actions,
due to the semi-controlled-feed

bolt face. Therefore, | was pleased
to see Sako has reverted to the
recessed push-feed bolt face | found
so effective on their model 75. The
action is the mechanical foundation
of any rifle and one that draws
primary attention when people ask
how smooth the bolt is etc., and the
90 is certainly smooth and not easy
to jam. It's a stainless steel receiver

brand-new Sako 90 Peak

with a three-lug bolt that offers a
60° lift for cocking and cycling the
action. The lugs glide along their
respective raceways, which are
broached, effectively sliced out of
the steel in incremental steps to
form the characteristic triangular
form around the circular core.
Several other new concepts have
been included as well. Picatinny
bases are now machined as part of
the action, instead of the precious
tapered dovetails. | never really had
an issue with them, but as time and
fashions have moved on, so much of
the shooting world runs on Picatinny
for mounts, night vision, and thermal
kit, so It makes sense to steer away
from proprietary mounting solutions.



SAKO S0 PEAK

T

The recessed push
feed bolt face has
returned. Note

the twin sprung
plunger ejectors

There are now two sprung
plunger ejectors on the bolt face to
eject the brass. These replace the
manual ejector design of the 75
and 85 and effectively steps ahead
of many competitors, and Beretta’s
owhn Tikka line, which uses a single
ejector plunger. Twin sprung
plungers have proven a little more
reliable at effectively steering the
case’s ejection from the ejection
port. This also has the secondary
effect of allowing the ejector
port cutout to be minimised,
maintaining action strength and
stiffness. The final benefit is
that if you do have a breakdown,
you have a spare ejector to
avoid an emergency scenario. All

The trigger Pposition can be

changed in fiye stages

Sako actions are scaled to the
chambering and this medium
length offers 98mm of bolt travel.
The bolt handle is 60mm long,
with a 20mm spherical tip for grip.
It's well-scaled to avoid excessive
bulk but still allows assured
mechanical leverage application
to the bolt to extract cases and
re-cock the action. There is a bolt
release catch on the left side
and the safety system is on the
right, with forward for FIRE and
rear for SAFE with bolt locking. If
you want to open the bolt while
on safe, Sako has retained their
familiar lever in front to allow this.
The bolt shroud shows a tactile
cocked action indicator that

adjusted, and the weight can be

Jeft side

ail of the
Dok atch

holt release ¢

emerges from its underside, with a
red dot to aid visibility. The shroud
now also has a discreet, sprung
locking pin that gets compressed
between itself and the action as
the bolt is closed. This has been
added to prevent accidental de-
cocking of the bolt when out of
the rifle, and you won’t even notice
it's there unless you look for it.

Feed

The magazine isn't really any

different. It's a stainless steel

and aluminium unit that holds

five rounds in two columns (+1

in the chamber if desired). The

feed lips won't wear out and

the twin staggered columns k
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allow easy loading in or out of the
rifle. Secondary benefits are that
acdditional rounds dropped on the
follower will feed directly to the
chamber in an emergency, and

the unit has exceptionally smooth
and delicate functionality, with

no damage to the bullet's meplat
from the feed ramps on this .308.
To release the magazine, first apply

pressure to the base of the mag, then

press the release catch located on
the underside of the rifle. This is a
desirable safety feature that helps
avoid magazine loss and you will

cet used to it at speed if required.

The trigger

| have never had a disappointing
Sako trigger, and the latest variant
seeks to impress even further. The

58 GUNMART.NET / OCTOBER 2023

curved blade offers linear adjustment
to alter reach from the grip, and
there is a 5-stage weight adjuster
in front. This is easily accessed with
a T25 Torx driver and happily clicks
through 661, 973, 1310, 1435, and
1769-gram stages (24, 34, 46, 50,
62 0z.) to offer your desired setting.
It's perfectly crisp, with a snappy
lock time Sako advertises as 1.3
milliseconds. The detents between
stages mean you will never have a
problem choosing between them or
returning to a previous preference
for gloves in winter, versus a bare
finger in summer, for example.

The bottom metal is stainless
steel, and twin Torx screws
fasten the action into the stock,
where the flat base and inlet
meet precisely, without applied

stress. The small recoil lug has a
corresponding pocket in the stock.

The furniture
This is a lightweight rifle at just 2.6kg
(5lbs 110z), using a compact barrel
and a carbon fibre stock. It's nothing
particularly visually striking, but the
delight is in the detail. Resin Transfer
Moulding under vacuum pressure
Is used to distribute and soak the
carbon fibre cloth with epoxy in the
moulds. The final article shows the
designated directions of the warp
and weft of the cloth, and when
you fire the gun, you appreciate the
stock’s stiffness, yet natural control
with harmonic damping and most
iImportantly, low noise sighature.
The forend free-floats the barrel
and is stiff enough to maintain this
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AVMIMO TABLE
Ammunition

Sako Gamehead 123-grain
| Sako Powerhead Blade 162-grain

In all scenarios, plus the sling studs
are securely anchored. There are
finger grooves for grip and unlike
many, the profile has not been
made too skinny to save material
mass. It's still hand-filling and easy
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