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INTRODUCING THE
NEXT-GENERATION RMR.

With the durability of the RMR® as its foundation,

the Trijicon RMR® HD features a top-loading battery,
larger window and ideal illumination from a forward-
mounted light sensor that reads the target and provides
an optimal aiming point. It also offers a new reticle
that allows you to switch between a complex reticle

or single crisp dot.

on

Brilliant Aiming Solutions™

See the next-generation RMR® at Trijicon.com/RMRHD.
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Tested with one million rounds, the FN 509® is a pistol you can trust with
absolute accuracy right out of the box. The cold hammer-forged barrel delivers
unmatched durability while the textured grip gives you complete control and
faster follow-up shots. The 509 isn’t just another 9mm pistol—it’s proven.
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FIRST SHOT

took a new shooter to the range a
few weeks back, and the experience
turned out to be more enlightening
than T expected.

As my next-door neighbor, | know
this man quite well. And, despite his po-
lite but persistent reminders, it took me
longer than I care to admit to put a date
on the calendar and actually stick to the
commitment. Something always came up
for either he or I.

Given this was his first handgun ex-
perience, we started small, running CCI
22 LR rounds through a target at about
7 yards. Bulls were punched and smiles
ensued. Then, we bumped up to a Spring-
field 9mm, followed by a couple mags
through my Remington Executive .45
ACP. More rounds downrange with more
smiles logged.

[d previously hinted that [ had a grand
finale in store for him, a subtle warn-
ing to save a little in the tank in case he
started to feel tired.

When he finally admitted that fatigue
was beginning to setin, I pulled "Marge’

6| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2025

from her case and set her on the line.
Marge is a .44 Magnum revolver, stainless
from fore to aft, with a 6-inch barrel and
a whole lot of heft. I love that gun, and it
was quite obvious that love at first sight
bit him hard as well.

Before ever touching the gun, he ad-
mired her clean lines, noting the curves
and class in all the right places.

After a bit of coaxing, he cradled her
gently, we adjusted his grip slightly to
prepare for the recoil, and he cleared
Marges cylinder on the paper target
downrange. By the time the final round
was sent, I'm sure his enormous smile
was dramatically skewing his sight pic-
ture.

May every sound you send downrange
have the same effect on you. GDTM
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KNOW YOUR CARTRIDGE

RAPID FIRE

243 WINCHESTER
SUPER SHORT

s, T

HISTORICAL NOTES

Announced in 2002, the .243 WSSM
was intended to deliver a new level of
long-range performance and accuracy to
the .243 chamberings. Cartridge overall
length is 2.36 inches, a half-inch shorter
than the 2.8-inch length of other short-
action cartridges. The .243 WSSM ap-
pears in super-short rifle actions, which
should improve receiver stiffness and ac-
curacy. The Browning Super Short Mag-
num A-Bolt, which weighs 6 pounds and
uses a shorter action for the 2.36-inch
length cartridge, and Winchester's Super
Short Magnum Model 70 are currently
the only factory-new products available
in this round.

'eMbilage

available in three bullet types: 55-grain
Ballistic Silvertip, 95-grain Ballistic
Silvertip and 100-grain Power Point,
but only the two heavy weights have
survived. The .243 WSSM shares the
same basic cartridge case with the .223
WSSM, also announced in 2002. Like
its small-diameter brother, it is suitable
for long-range varmint shooting and for

light, thin-skinned game—a good com-
bination cartridge with light recoil.

The .243 WSSM is a tine cartridge,
but it appears that all of the Winchester
Super Short Magnum cartridges have
peaked in terms of interest and avail-
ability. GDTM

243 WINCHESTER SUPER SHORT MAGNUM
LOAD DATA/FACTORY BALLISTICS

BULLET
(GRAINS/TYPE) POWDER m VELOCITY ENERGY SOURCE/COMMENTS

58 Hornady V-Max BL-C(2) 49,2 4,068 2,129 Hodgdon

GENERAL COMMENTS 70 Nosler Ballistic Tip IMR4320 45.0 3,663 2,083 Hodgdon
The 243 WSSM case does not employ a 80 Sierra SBT H414 48.0 3,514 2,191 Hodgdon
belt; it headspaces on the case shoulder. 90 Swift Scirocco IMR7828 48.5 3,280 2148 Hodgdon
For efficient and consistent powder — |

_ _ _ _ 100 Speer BTXP Supreme 780 50.0 317 2155 Hodgdon
burning, it retains the short-fat cartridge

. 95BST FL = 3,250 2,258 | Winchester SBST243SSA
case geometry of the Winchester Short
8| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2025 GUNDIGEST.COM
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DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING
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The caliber 1s far from obsote.

hundred years before any-
one thought about a .32
H&R Magnum, Winchester
introduced the .32-20 WCF
cartridge for their Model 73 lever-ac-
tion rifle. The year was 1882, the same
year Robert Ford shot Jesse James. The

1=
: )

[* il
r;‘
Vs
e

10| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2025

.32-20 soon became very popular in a
variety of revolvers, especially Colt’s
Peacemaker. Elmer Keith even devel-
oped an early relationship with the
.32-20, shooting cottontails with his
granddad and later carrying a 7% inch
Colt in .32-20 while working with a
Survey Crew.

Other 0.32-caliber handgun car-
tridges, like the .32 Smith & Wesson,
.32 Smith & Wesson Long and .32 Colt
New Police, were popular with private
detectives, cops and target shooters.
In 1896, S&W attempted to improve
the .32 S&W by lengthening the case

Though intended for deer
hunting with a lever gun,
the .327 HammerDown
Federal load can work well
for self-defense.

by 0.31 inch. The .32 S&W Long was
just as anemic as its parent cartridge,
but when Teddy Roosevelt was police
commissioner of New Your City, he
chose Colt’s .32 New Police Revolver as
the department’s issue sidearm. Colt’s
cartridge was identical to the S&W
Long.

Six years later, a 0.32-caliber hand-
gun would make Roosevelt president
when McKinley died from complica-
tions of his gunshot wound. And, 4
days prior to the assignation, Roosevelt
spoke the now famous words, “Speak
softly and carry a big stick, and you
will go far” Though it’s doubtful he was
talking about a .32.

Surprisingly, in 1984, Harrington
& Richards teamed with Federal and
introduced the .32 H&R Magnum for
their five-shot model 504, 532 and 586
revolvers. Charter Arms offered the
new .32 in their six-shot, Police Un-
dercover Revolver, and, in 1985, Ruger
began chambering it in their SP101
and Single Six revolvers. As expected,
0.32-caliber fans were excited by the
new cartridge, and as factory loaded,

GUNDIGEST.COM



[ The bullet from this new

! .32 H&R Magnum load wiill
not upset/expand onim-
pact, but it will penetrate
deeply. It's intended for
targets.

T4

the .32 H&R essentially duplicated
the performance of the .32-20.

However, the story line in gun
magazines at the time was that the
.32 H&R Magnum would outper-
form standard .38 Special loads.
Maybe that’s true on paper, but ac-
tual terminal performance testing
showed otherwise. Ultimately, in
2007, when Federal introduced the
.327 Federal Magnum, all but .32
H&R Magnum devotees forgot about
the first 0.32-caliber cartridge with
“magnum’ in the name.

FAR FROM USELESS
That does not mean the .32 H&R
Magnum is worthless or not good.
In fact, with the most modern am-
munition, like the brand-new Hy-
dra-Shok Deep load from Federal,
it'’s a capable self-defense cartridge.
[ recently tested this just-introduced
load in blocks of Clear Ballistics
from a 4-inch barreled revolver, and
it consistently delivered 12 inches of
penetration with an upset diameter
of nearly a half inch. That’s bet-
ter than most .380 Auto loads. The
Hydra-Shok Deep .32 H&R Magnum
load comes 20 rounds to the box,
and with a suggested retail price of
$38.99, it will cost you about 2 bucks
a pop.

Federal introduced another new
.32 H&R Magnum load with the
85-grain HST load, but Federal loads

GUNDIGEST.COM

The new Hydra-Shok
Deep load from
Federal for the .32
H&R Mangum will
deliver a foot of pen-
etration and upset
with a wide frontal
diameter.

One of the best self-defense loads for the .327
Federal Magnum is the new 104-grain HST load. It has

IS SS LSS S LSS SIS S ST/

more than 500 ft-lb of muzzle energy.

this one with an 85-grain JSP bullet.
It will generate velocities that are
nearly identical to the Hydra-Shok
Deep load, but the 85-grain JSP bul-
let will not deform/expand. It is a
great practice load, and if you prefer
deep penetration to bullet upset, it
will easily drive to depths beyond
16 inches. The 85-grain JSP load
will cost you about a dollar a shot;

a box has a suggested retail price of
$47.99.

When it comes to personal protec-
tion with a revolver, the .32 H&R
Magnum is not in the same league as
the .327 Federal Magnum. The best
.32 H&R Magnum loads generate
less than half the kinetic energy of
good .327 Federal Magnum loads. In
fact, some of the best .327 Federal
Magnum loads generate more kinet-
ic energy than some well-respected
9mm Luger, .40 S&W and .45 Auto
loads. Federal has recently intro-
duced two new .327 Federal Mag-
num loads, and I tested those right
alongside the new .32 H&R Magnum
loads.

The first new .327 load is the
104-grain HST. HST ammunition is
some of the best self-defense ammo
you can find, and the new .327 load
did not disappoint. It penetrated to an
ideal depth of 14.5 inches, retained 90
percent of its weight, and the bullets
had an average recovered diameter
of more than a half inch. Based on

terminal performance testing, that is
stellar performance, regardless of the
cartridge. With a retail price of $41.99
for 20 rounds, Federal is proud of this
load—and they should be. It’s one of
the best I've seen for this cartridge.

In all, T tested four new loads
for the .32 H&R Magnum and .327
Federal Magnum, and the last load
tested was the one that really got my
attention. It is the .327, 127-grain
HammerDown load. Federal de-
signed HammerDown ammunition
specifically for use in lever action
rifles. Federal tempered the bul-
lets to work at longer-than-revolver
barrel velocities, and chamfered
the forward edge of the case rim
for smoother feeding in lever guns.
However, you can still shoot this
stuff in a revolver, and out of a
4-inch barrel it passed through the
16-inch block of Clear Ballistics. I
was only able to recover the bullets
because a panel of soft body armor
stopped them. That’s fantastic termi-
nal performance for a .32.

I'm confident that, though the new
Hydra-Shok Deep load for the .32
H&R Magnum is a practical choice
for self-defense, it is not a “big stick.”
But I'd bet you that if Roosevelt got
to see what the new .327 Federal
Magnum loads can do—especially the
HammerDown load—he might think
it would qualify. Remember, he armed
New York cops with the anemic .32
Colt. GDTM

AUGUST 2025 |GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |11






SILENT
PRECISION

07




DRAWING CONCLUSIONS //

YIS SIS SIS SIS LSS LSS LIS S S S LSS SIS S S S S S S S A7

ALEX OOLEY V/
7

\{
N\

\
cley
W
VL

ELL-
REGULATED
MILITIA

/s

Ignoring the militia clause endangers
the right to keep and bear arms.

hen Americans debate
the Second Amend-
ment, most of the
focus tends to center
around the individual right to keep and
bear arms. This emphasis, especially
in post-Heller and McDonald juris-
prudence, is both understandable and
historically justified. However, a recur-
ring error—committed even by Second
Amendment advocates—is to treat the
“militia clause” as a relic or a throwaway
preamble. This oversight is more than
a mere historical misstep; it’s a strategic
blunder that endangers the very right
these advocates claim to protect.

“As the Tenth Amendment Center has
long emphasized, constitutional lan-
guage should be taken seriously in its
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entirety. The Second Amendment be-

gins not with “the right of the people ..

but with "A well regulated Militia, being
necessary to the security of a free State.”
This prefatory clause does more than
frame the historical context—it outlines
purpose, meaning and limits on gov-
ernment power. Ignoring it concedes
too much ground to those who seek to
reinterpret the Amendment through a
modern, statist lens.

THE MILITIA ASTHE ARMED
CITIZENRY

Historian and constitutional scholar
Stephen Halbrook makes it clear: In
the founding era, the term “militia” did
not refer to a standing military force or
what we now call the National Guard.

=it « B 7 TN i . ] 4 'I-‘ 5 " r

4 .I' "'_“"-H— - Y &
L LR R B

[t referred to the general body of armed
citizens—able-bodied males typically
aged 16 to 45—who were expected not
only to defend their own communities
but also to be the first line of resistance
against tyranny. This understanding
wasn't unique to America; it was rooted
in English common law and the politi-
cal philosophy of thinkers like John
Locke and William Blackstone.

As Halbrook observes, the militia was
not a privileged class of government-
trained personnel. It was the citizenry
itself, armed and responsible for its
own liberty. To that end, citizens were
expected to bring their own arms. In
this sense, the right to bear arms was
not merely an individual liberty—it was
a civic duty.

“The Founders feared a professional stanci,,;'f

far more than they feared individual violence. They

understood that an armed populace, organized as a
decentralized militia, was the surest saleguard against

domestic oppression.”

GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE
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WHY THE MILITIA CLAUSE STILL
MATTERS

The tendency to ignore the militia clause
arises largely from the (justifiable) desire
to assert the Second Amendment as an
individual right. But by doing so, mod-
ern advocates often detach that right
from its original civic and political func-
tion: to deter tyranny and resist central-
ized military force.

The Founders feared a professional
standing army far more than they feared
individual violence. They understood
that an armed populace, organized as
a decentralized militia, was the surest
safeguard against domestic oppression.
When the militia clause is read out of
the Amendment, this structural check
on tyranny is lost. As a result, the right
to bear arms is interpreted narrowly as
a private right rather than a public, con-
stitutional responsibility. This limited
view makes the right more vulnerable to
incremental erosion through regulation,
licensing and judicial reinterpretation.

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: THE
MILITIA AND SELF-DEFENSE
Halbrooks historical work underscores
the absurdity of the claim that the Sec-
ond Amendment protects only militia
service or that it is moot because formal
militias no longer exist. In both English
and early American law, the right to bear
arms was consistently treated as a natural
right, especially for self-defense. Even
the infamous 1328 Statute of Northamp-
ton—which prohibited armed display

in a threatening manner—was inter-
preted as banning only arms borne “malo
animo’ (with evil intent). As Halbrook

> .
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explains, “the peaceable bearing of arms
was not a crime at the Founding or in the
early Republic”

Moreover, court decisions from the
early 19th century reafhrmed that open
carry was a constitutional right, while
concealed carry could be regulated. The
difference hinged not on whether indi-
viduals had a right to bear arms, but how
they exercised that right.

THE DANGERS OF DISMISSING THE
MILITIA
Modern disarmament efforts often hinge
on the claim that the Second Amend-
ment is outdated—that it only applies to
now-defunct militias, or to the regula-
tion of state-run National Guards. By
discarding the militia clause, gun rights
advocates play directly into this narra-
tive. If the militia no longer exists, and
the right to keep and bear arms was
tied to militia service, then it stands to
reason—so the argument goes—that the
Second Amendment is a historical arti-
fact with no modern relevance.
However, if the militia is understood
as the armed citizenry, as it was in the
Founders time, then the right to bear
arms remains as vital today as ever. In
an age of mass surveillance, unchecked
executive power and militarized law
enforcement, the need for decentralized,
citizen-based security is not an anachro-
nism—its a necessity.

STRATEGIC CONSEQUENCES FOR
ADVOCACY

To preserve the Second Amendment,
advocates must resist the temptation

to sanitize it into a purely individualist

doctrine. It is, in fact, both a right and a
responsibility. It empowers individuals
not merely for private purposes, but to
fulfill a public role in the preservation of
liberty. This dual nature is not a weak-
ness—it is the source of the Amendments
enduring strength.

By reclaiming the militia clause, Sec-
ond Amendment defenders bolster the
historical and constitutional legitimacy
of the right. They root it not in hobbyist
gun culture or political identity, which
has its place, but in civic republicanism
and the broader structure of federalism
and limited government.

CONCLUSION: A FULLER READING,
A STRONGER RIGHT

The Second Amendment is not ambigu-
ous. It recognizes “the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms;” and it explains
why—Dbecause “a well regulated Militia” is
“necessary to the security of a free State.”
This is not incidental. It is a declaration
of political philosophy—a philosophy
that views the armed citizen as the
guardian of liberty, not the ward of the
state.

To ignore the militia clause is to ampu-
tate a fundamental rationale that justifies
the right. Worse, it surrenders rhetorical
and legal territory to those who would
regulate the Second Amendment out of
existence. If we want to preserve the right
to bear arms, we must also preserve the
principle of the armed citizen—the true
militia—without which freedom cannot
stand. GDTM

—

About
the Author

Alex Qoleyis an affiliate attorney with
the Armed Citizen’s Legal Defense Net-
work. The views and opinions expressed
in this article are his own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Network.
This article is for informational purposes
only and should not be considered legal
advice. For specific legal guidance
regarding your situation, please consult
with a qualified attorney.
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HARDWARE TALK
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locks don't have much flair
... and a whole lot of them
don't have any. Despite be-
ing functionally perfect,

it took quite a while for there to be any
flair, and there still isn't much. What
really caught my attention recently

was the comment "Gen 5 Glocks have

a magwell flare, not much of one, but
there are 24 million Gen 1 through Gen
4 Glocks that have none at all”

The Glock magwell flaring device,
the Flarewell, does exactly that. It flares
out the magwell opening of your Glock
pistol (9mm and 40 frames only) for a
faster reload. I know some of you are
thinking, "My Glock mags are tapered
at the top. That makes reloads fast.”

Yes, but would you turn down faster?

[ thought not.

The process is simple and straight-
forward. Once you have your Glock
apart, and the tools arrayed, heat the
bottom edge of your Glock frame.
[nsert the tool and let it latch onto the
magazine catch. Then, use the thumb-
wheel to move the swaging edge into

16| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2025
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the magazine well opening until you
reach the desired amount of flare. The
instructions cover it all.

The amount of flare you need isn't
great, so take it easy. [ can see some
heavy-handed users over-flaring be-
cause, well, thats what some people do.
Once the polymer cools off it retains
the new flared shape, and you are good
to go.

BRINGING THE HEAT
As for the heating part, theres two ways
of doing this. One is to use a heat gun,
evenly playing it over and around the
edge of the magwell opening until it
gets hot enough to be moved. The other
is to use a hot oil bath. Dip the bottom
of the frame into the oil (correct temp,
please), and leave it there for a few sec-
onds. Then, pull it out, insert the tool,
lock and adjust.

One question some might have is if
its permitted in competition. For that
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you'll have to consult the rule book of
the particular competition you plan to
engage in. | can see some allowing it
and others not. And most competitions
wont even notice it—although other
competitors might once you start beat-
ing them.

The early adopters and clever among
the readership might even get a bit
of practice in on their own Glocks,
and then set up at the gun club some
monthly meeting day or match day,
offering to tlare Glock magwells for a
nominal sum. It won' take too long to
recoup your investment in this clever
and useful tool.

The investment? It's $109 for the tool,
and shipping is free in the continental
United States.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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The Flarewell tool looks like
some sort of steampunk Glock

magazine, but itis meant for
your frame, not forammo.
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Full disclosure: I've known the in-
ventor since we were head-to-head
competitors in [PSC in the early days.

[ don't have any involvement in this
enterprise, but [ kinda wish I had—its
one of those “Why didn't I think of
that?” forehead-slapping ideas. Way to
g0, Paul.

Now, getting one requires that you be
fully conversant in the new digital com-
merce era. [f you have to have it (and I
can see a bunch of Glock owners who
really do; I have mine), then contact
GRY online. Orders go to gr9.tflare-
well@gmail.com. You'll need to have a
Venmo account, but once you fork over
the digital dollars, your Flarewell tool
will be on its way within 24 hours.

Flare on, Glocksters. GDTM

GUNDIGEST.COM

On the back, it lists
the magazines the
Flarewell is meant
to be usedin.

Once the bottom of the frame has been
properly heated, you use the thumbwheel
to wedge the Flarewell up and flare out the
magwell opening of your frame.
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N Sl L e | [ £ P NNt ﬁ\) ;_-&‘ o : n the 21st century, a polymer pistol
: in a plastic holster is the norm.
They have excellent retention and
have gotten quite comfortable.
New manufacturing methods and mate-
rials are cheap and accessible. Still, the al-
lure of leather remains, perhaps because
humans have been using animal skins
longer than we've been using language.
Heck, our earliest evidence of leather
comes from processing tools that date
back over 100,000 years.
There has actually been a bit of a resur-
gence in leather holsters in recent years
because of the vast increase in available
pistol make and models, natural materi-
als lending themselves better to univer-
sal fits. Leather can also be extremely
comfortable compared to plastic. But the
upsides are also the downsides.
Like us, leather has a lifespan. A high-
quality, cared-for leather holster gains
a personality all its own—a companion
to the pistol that rides inside. Leather
comes from something that was once
alive, and in a way, continues to live on
through its bearer. The skin can stretch
alongside your own. The colors shift
with exposure to sun, warm skin and hot
barrels. Gun oil and sweat work into the
pores, building a bridge between pistol
and person—which also means you need
to inspect it, care for it and show a degree
of consideration you otherwise wouldn'
with a plastic fantastic.
No one needs a leather holster in the
21st century, just like how they dont
R D TR % need a mechanical watch, vintage Jeep or
RER S5~ custom pistol. Leather is luxury.
Sl AT = What used to be normal—items made
from natural materials handcrafted by
humans—now represents extravagance
in a world that produces piles of plastic.
Yes, this article is a bit romantic. No, I'm
not saying throw out your PHLster. But
there could be a place for some leather
in your life, and if youre looking for a
gift for someone whos hard to buy for,
some of the exotic options outlined here
might help.
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SRR N R B 2 ) (= o _ PR IR AN SR8 Themajorityofleatheritemsproducedin
R B o O T Bt i S e ashan o L e e e k.  the United States, holsters or otherwise,
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come from cows. This isn't surprising,

as cowhide is a byproduct of the beef
and dairy industry, and America is the
largest producer in the world. Of course,
bulls aren't your only option. Some
manufacturers, like Versacarry, use wa-
ter buffalo even for their mass-produced
models. But if you want something truly
custom, you may as well go entirely
exotic.

Nestled in the western Carolina
mountains is Mayhem Leather Com-
pany. This family business specializes in
handcrafting custom holsters and other
leather items, with a rare eye toward
artistry. Mayhem Leather Company not
only has some standard holster offerings,
wallets and cowboy rigs, but also 1911
grips formed from the likes of ring liz-
ards, peanut spinal stingray and gators.

[n terms of exotic leathers, they offer
a variety of options ranging from hippo,
hornback alligator, ostrich, python,
pirarucu, shark, stingray and more. No,
you won't find holsters like these at a
regular store, just like how you wont find
bespoke pistols at any old gun shop. And
its guaranteed that no one is going to
have a holster that'll look exactly like the
one you have—even if they buy the same
make, model and material.

HYBRID HOLSTERS

We can't talk about leather holsters with-
out mentioning hybrids. These designs
look for the best of both worlds, the
comfort of leather with the retention
and rigidity of plastic. Several approach-
es have been taken with assorted levels
of success.

The first generation of the hybrid hol-
ster, of which there are still some versions,
were plastic shells bolted onto leather
backers. There can be issues with backers
stretching but the shells staying, affecting
retention ability, depending on the qual-
ity of construction and type of leather
used. Another type is a sort of leather
cover for Kydex, like a taco wrap. Most
recently, its been leather holsters with
synthetic internal structures for positive
retention, and these have been the most
promising in terms of looking and feeling
like a traditional leather holster.

22| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2025
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This DeSantis looks
like traditional leather,
but there’'s a synthetic
retention yolk inside
that clicks onto the
triggerguard.

________

r'r‘.fr'r(f’r.f

FITTING

Your pistol needs to fit snugly inside your
holster yet still be ready to pull. This is

the ever-present problem with concealed
carry, and why that “Kydex click” brings so
many so much confidence.

While an inside-the-waistband design
can usually have a little more wiggle room
because the pistol is pressed between your
body and pants by your belt, overall youre
going to want a pistol that fits a little more
tightly than you think—that leather is go-
ing to stretch with time and use. Ifits too
tight, dont use any saddle soap or other
softeners and dont get it wet. Instead, put
your pistol inside a plastic bag, insert it

EST.COM
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A tight holster can
be remedied with a
plastic bag, stretching

it just a scooch. \
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Exotics like the stingray
and alligator shown here
really draw the eye.

into the holster, and leave it overnight.
This will increase the dimensions ever so
slightly so its just right.

Galco Gun Leather sells a product
called Draw-EZ to shorten break-in pe-
riods, but the very best thing you can do
in order to smooth out a leather holster is
honest time and repetition.

CARE & INSPECTION

Keep your holster clean. After a long day
on the range or running around, a quick
wipe down with a clean towel is usually
all it needs, but sometimes a little more
care is required. The best practice is to
only use items recommended by your
given maker, lest you weaken the leather
by making it too soft. Some light bufhng
with shoe polish should be A-OK and
keep everything looking great. If your
holster gets wet, wipe it with a towel, re-
sist the urge to apply heat and let it dry at
room temperature overnight.

Heat and direct sunlight will dry, warp
and crack your leather. Keep your hol-
sters away from windows, sunrooms and
dashboards.

Make damned sure the trigger is prop-
erly covered and the leather isn't soft
around the trigger—if the leather is soft
enough that the trigger can be pressed
through the material, its time to retire
that holster. Check any retention devices
like snaps or attachments like clips for
rust. GDTM
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N\ AXCESS

A TIMNEY COMPANY

MEET AXCESS
TRIGGERS

THE NEWEST 3-PIECE AR TRIGGERS.
UNDERPRICED TO OUTPERFORM.

We took the standard 3-piece AR trigger and upgraded it at
every turn to deliver a trigger with a crisp, consistent pull
and doesn’t break the bank.

Torture-tested in the toughest conditions and vetted by top
armorers, this isn't just another budget-friendly trigger—it's
an evolution of a proven design, refined for accuracy and
repeatability.
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LEARN MORE
& SHOP NOW

WHY UPGRADE TO AXCESS?

Axcess exclusive disconnect design. Unmatched reliability.

Pre-installed springs & alignment pin for fast, easy installation.

Tumble Technology finish. Ultra-smooth, wear-resistant surface.

Qil Slick (PVD) - Black NP3
(Teflon-nickel)
Curved, single-stage 5 Ib. pull. No grit, no guesswork.
“After 3,000 rounds the Axcess trigger was just as “It's a user-friendly upgrade for any AR build — from “The Axcess trigger exceeded my expectations.
consistent as the first pull with no failures. Overall, the installation to the trigger pull, everything was It has a crisp and consistent feel and seems very
it feels great, has a consistent break, and improved smooth. No matter the conditions, no matter how durable and reliable. Great for building or
the entire shooting experience. | highly recommend  many rounds we put through it, the trigger stayed upgrading on a budget!”
this trigger.” consistent.”
Drew

Colin Alex - Early beta tester
- Early beta tester - Early beta tester

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA // www.AXCESSTRIGGERS.com
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01 Viktos Counteract
CCW Duffel Bag

If you ever travel armed, Viktos’ new
Counteract CCW Duffel Bag is worth

a look. When judged as just a duffel,
the Counteract is already a nice bag.

It boasts a generous 44-liter capacity
and is built using strong, weather- and

stain-resistant 500D polyester ripstop.

It also features a dedicated, vented
footwear compartment, a protected
laptop/tablet sleeve and removable

padded shoulder straps. As a CCW bag,

it only gets better: The Counteract

has a removable compartment with

a CCW pistol tray, a Universal Hookie
holster and several interior pockets for
magazines and other gear. Oh, and it
has lockable zippers, too, so you can
fly with it.

MSRP: 5200

- 02 Rattlesnake Tactical 34-Round
- 9mm Glock-Pattern Magazine
. Fora long time, when it came to super-extended 9mm Glock

mags, 33 rounds was the ceiling for magazine capacity (not
counting drums). Now, you can squeeze in one more round
thanks to the Rattlesnake Tactical 34-round mag. Designed

in collaboration with Ammunition Depot, the Rattlesnake is
compatible with any firearm that uses double-stack 9mm
Glock-pattern magazines. Whether you want a spare reload in
your glovebox for your little Glock 26 or just something a bit
bigger for running your PCC, the Rattlesnake Tactical mag is
your ticket. It’s been third-party tested for reliability, is made
in the U.S. and features a cool snake scale pattern for extra

grip.

MSRP: 519.99

26| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |AUGUST 2025

. 03 B5 Systems Modular
. Platform Stock

. B5 Systems makes some of the most popular AR furniture

on the market, but what if you’re accessorizing something
besides an AR? Plenty of guns these days come with a 1913
Picatinny rail on their rear end for attaching stocks or pistol
braces, and now B5 has an option for those models, too.
The B5 Systems Modular Platform Stock features a steel
hinge that allows it to fold to the left and has an adjustable
spring-assisted cheekpiece that adds 0.5 inch of height. It
also has five length of pull adjustment positions, a cush-

. joned non-slip buttpad and both traditional and QD sling

mounts. It’s available in black, FDE, Coyote Brown, OD Green
and Wolf Grey.

MSRP: 5200

e
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04 Everyday Armor
T-Shirt 360

Premier Body Armor changed the
concealable body armor game with
its original Everyday Armor T-Shirt,
and they just made it even better.
The original version included a
special, form-fitting T-shirt with
two pockets designed to accept
Premier’s Level llIA body armor
panels. The new 360 version is the
same but now features two side
pockets and two side armor panels
as well. It should be just as easy

to conceal as the front/back-only
version while providing even more
protection. Each set ships with

one armor carrier T-shirt, two large
Level llIA armor panels and two
smaller Level llIIA side panels.

MSRP: $380

/s
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 MSRP: $59

- 05 Foxtrot Mike
Products RMB

AR-based pistol-caliber carbines are

a ton of fun, but they’re not known
for having the softest recoil impulse.
If you'd like to make your PCC less
harsh, Foxtrot Mike has a new solution
available. Called the Recoil Mitigation
Buffer System, or RMB, it features

a sliding buffer body, a dampening
spring and a durable urethane impact
modifier. All put together, it results

in the complete elimination of bolt
bounce. This simple change provides
a much softer and controlled shoot-
ing experience and can help facilitate
faster, more accurate shooting while
plinking at the range or on the clock. If
you have a PCC, the RMB seems like a
no-brainer upgrade.

07
y——

—

- 06 Banish 30-V2

- Suppressor

We were already impressed with the
original Banish 30 suppressor, but
Silencer Central went and made it
better anyway. The Banish 30-V2
improves upon the original design in
every way. It’s 0.8 inch shorter and
1.8 ounces lighter thanks to its full
titanium construction. Does that
mean it's not as quiet? Nope, it’s
even quieter. Rated for.17 HMR up to
.300 Weatherby Magnum, the Banish
30-V2is modular as well, allowing
you to bring its length down from 8.17
inches to 6.4 inches. It also uses the
industry-standard HUB mount and
ships with a 5/8x24 direct-thread
mount. Short, light and quiet, it’s the
perfect hunting companion.

~ MSRP: 5999

07 New CMP M1

- Garands

Fans of the greatest battle implement ever
devised have reason to rejoice, as the Civilian
Marksmanship Program recently announced
new-production M1 Garands. These faithful
replicas of the original have all the right stuff
where it counts, namely forged receivers

that are based on the original drawings and
specifications. Other components, like the
barrel and smaller parts, will be a mix of com-
mercial reproductions and original Gl parts.
The first rifles available will be basic .30-06
Springfield models, but the CMP says it hopes
to eventually bring other historically relevant
variants to market as well. Government stock-
piles of original M1s get smaller by the year,
soit’s great to see the CMP thinking ahead
about how to keep the Garand alive after all

. sllpim" Falls, SO
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The best 12 revolvers ever made.

hen Josey Wales asked
those Yankee soldiers
if they were “... gonna
= pull them pistols or
whistle Dixie?” he did not care that a
revolver was technically not a pistol.
For many years, no one else cared ei-
ther. Practically everyone referred to
almost every handgun as a pistol. There
have been a lot of great pistols over the
years but our focus here is strictly on
revolvers—the best dozen revolvers
ever made.

This might sound like an easy list to

complete but when you get into it, its not.
Was the best cap-and-ball revolver the
1851 Colt Navy or the 1860 Army? Was
the best Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum
revolver the Model 19 or the Model 6867
And then you must decide if any of the
Ruger double-action revolvers belong on
the list, or if the Colt Detective Special
deserves to be there as well. You'e free to
make your own list, but this one is mine.
You might not agree, and that’s fine; I just
don't know how you leave any of these 12
revolvers off any list covering the greatest
revolvers ever made.

AUGUST 2025 | GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |29
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Colt Navy 1851. Photo:
Standard Catalog of
Colt Firearms

COLT NAVY (1851)
Originally referred to as the "Ranger
Size,” maybe not so ironically, the pistol
became a favorite of guerilla-type fight-
ers like the Mosby and McNeil Rangers
and Quantrill's Raiders during the Civil
War. They would carry multiple 1851s
on their belt or saddle, allowing them
massive firepower without reloading.
The naval-themed engraving on the
cylinder is where the revolver earned
its name, and it was a favorite of Wild
Bill Hickock. Many were moditied after
the war to tire a metallic cartridge that
became the forerunner of the .38 Spe-
cial. The Colt Navy might not be the
best revolver, but it is one of the most
important. Replicas from Uberti sale
for a little less than 400 bucks, and you
cannot afford an original in working
order.

COLT SINGLE ACTION

ARMY - PEACEMAKER (1873)

The Colt Peacemaker is the most iconic
handgun of all time. It earned fame
from coast to coast in America before
the turn of the century as Sam Colts
equalizer, and during the heyday of
Westerns on the big screen during the
'40s and '50s. Early on, men like Wy-
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Smith & Wesson Model M17.
Photo credit; Smith & Wesson

att Earp and Bat Masterson made the

Peacemaker the gun of choice for West- §

ern adventurers, and ultimately men
like Tom Mix and John Wayne made it

Colt Single Action Army.

the legendary revolver we know today.  photo credit: Colt

It originally sold for less than 20 bucks.
Now, the price on a first-gen Single Ac-
tion Army can range from thousands to

unaffordable, depending on the prov-

enance. A new one will cost you about
$2,300.

SMITH & WESSON M17 (1947)
Also commonly known as the K-22
Target Masterpiece, the Smith & Wes-
son Model M 17 was the first rimfire
revolver to gain notoriety. Smith &
Wesson intended it for competition
shooting, but with its reputation for
fine precision and its adjustable sights,
it became much more and was a fa-
vorite for plinking and hunting. Smith
& Wesson discontinued it in 1998,
and by this time the semi-automatic
rimfire pistol was much more popu-
lar. However, shooters demanded the
revolvers return, and Smith & Wesson
reintroduced it in 2009. It will forever

be known as one of the greatest rimfire
revolvers, and a new one will only cost
you about $1,100. Originals sale for
about the same if not double.

SMITH & WESSON

MODEL 36 (1950)

Probably better known as the Chiet’s
Special, this little five-shot revolver in
.38 Special became a staple with police
officers as a backup gun. I carried one
on duty in an ankle holster as late as
1995. It was also a favorite with plain-
clothes detectives and, as its pseud-
onym suggests, police chiefs. It was the
first revolver Smith & Wesson built on
their J-frame, and they introduced it at
the 1950 International Association of
Chiefs of Police convention. Because it

GUNDIGEST.COM
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Ruger Model Single
Six. Photo credit:

Heritage Auctions,
HA.com

was compact enough to hide in a coat
pocket and even a pants pocket, civilians
and bad guys loved it too. Its still popu-
lar, but now more so in one of its various
renditions like the hammerless Model
642, 442 and 640. Depending on model
and year of manufacture, expect to pay

between $400 and four times that much.
A new Model 36 costs about $800.

RUGER SINGLE SIX/

SEVEN (1953/2014)

Bill Ruger made history with his stan-
dard semi-automatic .22 pistol in 1949,
but historically its no more important
than his Single Six rimfire single-action
revolver introduced at the height of the
Western movie craze. The Single Six
allowed everyone an affordable con-
nection to the Old West. It was also
important because it was Rugers first
firearm to utilize an investment cast
frame. Its been made in countless varia-
tions, including several with an addi-
tional cylinder in .22 Magnum. In 1984,
Ruger offered it in .32 H&R Magnum,
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and then, in 2014, a seven-shot version
in .327 Federal Magnum. Nine and 10-
shot rimfire models also exist. Prices
range from around $800 to a grand.

COLT PYTHON (1955)

Colt produced the Python for halfa
century and discontinued it in 2005.
This pushed prices of existing Pythons
through the roof. With its ventilated top
rib and full-length underlug (original
Pythons had hollow underlugs), the
Python is a gorgeous revolver—maybe
the best-looking revolver ever made—
and many consider Colts best. It was
popular in competition and with law
enforcement, but with the rise of the
semi-automatic for police use in the
1980s, interest waned. Colt reintroduced
what many consider an even better ver-
sion in 2020, and the Pythons popularity
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Colt Python.
Photo credit: Colt

Smith & Wesson Model
36 Chief's Special. Photo
credit: Smith & Wesson

was reignited. Now its available in blue
and stainless steel, with either a 2-, 2.5-,
3-,4.25-, 5-, 6- or 8-inch barrel. It is the
greatest comeback revolver, and originals
can cost as much as 4 grand. A new Py-
thon sales for about $1,500.

RUGER BLACKHAWK (1955)

[f nothing else, Bill Ruger had a knack
for knowing the guns Americans want-
ed. Following the success of his Single
Six rimfire revolver, in 1955, Ruger in-
troduced the Blackhawk. Again, driven
by Americans wanting to connect with
their inner cowboy, the single-action
Blackhawk was a hit, and since its in-
troduction, Ruger has chambered it

for 17 different cartridges, from .30
Carbine to .480 Ruger. In less than 20

GUNDIGEST.COM
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.

Smith & Wesson
Model 29 in .44
Magnum.

A modern Korth revolver
with interchangeable .357
Magnum and 9mm Luger
cylinders.

years, Ruger sold more than a million
single-action revolvers. The Blackhawk
is the most widely produced and most
popular centerfire single-action revolver,
ever. A new one will cost between $800

and $1,000.

SMITH & WESSON

MODEL 29 (1955)

The Smith & Wesson Model 29 is a histor-
ic revolver for three reasons. The first was
because Smith & Wesson built it specifi-
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cally for the .44 Magnum cartridge. The
second was because, chambered for that
cartridge, it was the most powerful pro-
duction handgun in the world. And the
third reason was because of Clint East-
wood or more specifically, his character
Harry Callahan in the movie Dirty Harry
used one. Practically speaking, with its
original 5-inch barrel, the Model 29 was
too large for anything other than hunting,
but that did not stop shooters from buying
it and even carrying it, to emulate East-

woods rouge detective. New model 29s
cost about $1,400.

KORTH (1979)
Korth is a German handgun manufac-

45 AUTO-45 COLT

Ruger Redhawk.
Photo credit: Ruger

turer, and they made their first revolver
in 1964. They have always been known
for their quality, but it wasn't until 2016
when custom 1911 maker Nighthawk
began importing Korth revolvers that
they were picked up on the radar of
American shooters. Nighthawk now
has a wide assortment of Korth revolv-
ers, perfectly suited for everything from
personal protection to sport shooting
and hunting. They offer easy-to-change
cylinders and what many consider the
best trigger ever designed for a revolv-
er. The modern Korth is a masterpiece
of mechanical engineering, and they
come with a price tag to convince you
of that fact. Prices start around $3,700.

RUGER REDHAWK/

SUPER REDHAWK (1979/1987)

The Redhawk was Ruger’s first big-bore
double-action revolver, and they of-
fered it in—most notably and first—.44
Magnum. It features triple lock action
that locks the cylinder in at the front,
rear and bottom, and it is still in

GUNDIGEST.COM
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Ruger Super Redhawk.
Photo credit: Ruger

| _RUGER
8 SUPER REDHAWK

10MM AUTO
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Freedom Arms Model 83.
Photo credit: V. Ricardel/
Gun Digest Book of Hunting
Revolvers

Smith & Wesson
Model 686. Photo
credit;: Smith &

Wesson

production in several varia-
tions to include the Super
Redhawk (1987), which has a
larger and stronger frame and,
except for the Alaskan Model, an in-
tegrated scope base. The Redhawk and
Super Redhawk have become one of
the most popular handguns of all time

for big game hunting and bear defense.

New Redhawks and Super Redhawks
retail for around $1,400.

SMITH & WESSON

MODEL 686 (1981)

Over the years, many Smith & Wesson
revolvers have been very popular with
law enforcement, from the Model 10
K-frame (1899), through the Model
19 K-frame (1957) and up to 1980
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when Smith & Wesson introduced
the Model 686 L-frame, which was
the last great police revolver. The 686
was a stainless steel version of the 586,
and it quickly became the revolver of
choice for cops. The stainless steel re-
sisted corrosion, and the full underlug
added weight to help with the recoil of
full-power .357 Magnum loads. It also
helped steady the handgun for accurate
shooting. However, in less than two
decades, the auto pistol pushed the 686
aside. It remains, however, as one of
the ultimate revolvers in .357 Magnum,
and a new one will set you back about

$900.

FREEDOM ARMS

MODEL 83 (1983)

While Korth revolver might be the
most precisely engineered double-ac-
tion revolver, the Freedom Arms Model
83 holds that distinction among single
action revolvers. The five-shot Model
83 originally gained fame as the first
commercially made revolver cham-
bered for the very powerful .454 Casull
cartridge. The Premier Grade Model
83 is now available in .357 Magnum,
41 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .454 Casull,
475 Linebaugh and .500 Wyoming
Express. Prices start at $3,413, and the
Model 83 is worth every penny. GDTM
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From “bunny fart” plinking loads to true
dangerous game ammunition, there’s a .45
Colt load to meet your needs.

hile picking my first
handgun, I didn't opt for
a compact carry gun or
one of the ever-popular
22 LR options—both target rimfire
revolvers and autoloaders are a ton of
fun—but instead wanted a long-barreled,
rock-solid, single-action gun that I could
use to hunt both deer and bear here in
my native New York. I chose a Ruger
Blackhawk in .45 Colt in a stainless fin-
ish, with a 7%2-inch pipe.

Among the more popular revolver
cartridges, the .45 Colt offers quite the
flexible package, giving the shooter what
might seem like three different cartridges
rolled into one. Adopted by the U.S.
Army in 1873, it served as our ofhcial
military sidearm until 1892 (though
remained in use until 1896) and would
go on to inspire one of the most popular
handgun cartridges ever.

153 YEARS STRONG
Looking at the design, its simple yet ef-
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WFN W/Gas Check
~BEAR LOAD®
sloaity:1200 IPE

250gr RNFP Lead Hi-Tek Black

Muzzle Velocity: 820 Ips

fective. The .45 Colt is a rimmed case—
though that rim is not as large as most
rimmed designs—with a straight-walled
body. The case measures 1.285 inches
long, with a maximum cartridge overall
length of 1.600 inches. Considering the
fact that the cartridge is over 150 years old,
it works just as well as it did during the
1870s, with modern metallurgy allowing
the performance level to far exceed the
original design specs.

The "Long Colt” nomenclature has
never been an ofhicial part of the cartridges
name; it was just a means to differentiate
the longer Colt case from the shorter .45
Schofield, commonly chambered in the
Smith & Wesson revolver of the era. Just
as the .38 Special cartridge can be fired in
a.357 Magnum chamber, the .45 Schofield
ammunition can be safely fired in a .45
Colt handgun.

The original iteration of the .45 Colt saw
a 255-grain lead bullet of 0.452-inch di-
ameter seated more than 40 grains of black
powder, fired at a muzzle velocity of 1,050

A/

fps. The recoil was deemed too severe for
the average soldier and was subsequently
reduced to 855 fps. That classic combi-
nation would be the rough model for
John Brownings .45 ACP design, which
remains one of the best-selling handgun
cartridges to this day. There is absolutely
nothing wrong with the classic load, as it's
mild enough for accurate shooting, yet po-
tent enough to handle defensive situations
as well as some hunting, at sensible ranges.
This load, or those which are similar in
basis, remain available to this day. Federal
offers a 225-grain lead semi-wadcutter
hollow-point at 830 fps, Hornady loads a
255-grain round-nose lead bullet, which
they advertise a muzzle velocity of 725
fps from a 4%2-inch barrel, but will get
closer to 800 fps from a longer barrel, and
Remingtons Performance WheelGun line
sees a 255-grain lead semi-wadcutter at
830 fps, and a 250-grain lead round nose
at 750 fps. Buffalo Bore ammo ofters the
255-grain soft-cast lead bullet at 1,000
fps, mimicking that original .45 Colt load,

GUNDIGEST.COM
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THE 990 AFTERSHOCK SEMI-AUTO HAS ARRIVED.

After the resounding success of the 580 Shockwave, our next challenge was to create it in semi-auto.
Mission accomplished. Lightweight, easy to handle, and at just over 27 inches in length, the 330 AfterShock
features a durable gas-operating system and corrosion-resistant internal parts and finishing that
provide smooth, efficient, reliable cycling. Outside, a rubberized palm pad grip, a beveled loading port,
oversized ergonomic controls and accessory-ready MLOK® mounting ports, all providing shooting comfort,
efficiency and adaptability. Available models offer 14.75" or 18.5" barrel, and optional Crimson Trace®

Lasersaddle® for enhanced sighting performance.
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hardworking firearms for more ®
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while Choice Ammunition loads their
Hi-Tek coated 255-grain lead bullet at
330 fps.

[f you prefer the jacketed bullets—
whether for their additional structural in-
tegrity or for the ease of cleaning your bar-
rel—there are many ammunition choices
loaded at the original velocity. Federals
American Eagle line gives an affordable
option, seeing a 225-grain jacketed hol-
low-point at 860 fps, and Winchester has a
250-grain semi-jacketed bullet in their Big
Bore ammo line, at 845 fps.

[f you choose to, or are legally required
to, use a lead-free bullet, there are op-
tions available, such as the Barnes Pio-
neer line that sees a 200-grain XPB cop-
per hollow-point load at 850 fps. Buffalo
Bore loads the 225-grain Barnes XPB to
1,000 fps in their Standard Pressure line.
All of these loads should be safe in any
era of .45 Colt handgun, but beware that
there are many hotter loads on the mar-
ket—with most being labeled either +P
or specified for use in particularly strong
modern firearms—which change the ca-
pabilities of the .45 Colt.

NEW LIFE WITH NEW AMMO

But, before we look at the fastest, hottest
loads for the venerable cartridge, there are
loads that are perfect for both plinking as
well as training with your new handgun.
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Choice Ammunition loads their Hi-Tek
180-grain coated lead bullet to a mere 460
fps, offering an option with minimal recoil
and report, perfect for training purposes.

The .45 Colt can be wonderfully accurate, engen-
dering all sorts of confidence in the shooter.

Despite the lightweight bullet and signifi-
cantly reduced muzzle velocity, I found
the bullet would actually penetrate a piece
of 2x6 yet is easy enough on the hands
and wrist so that even young shooters
can accurately place their shots. Choices
light load makes for a great afternoon of
plinking and can just as easily be used to
dispatch varmints and other garden pests.
And, if a single projectile doesnt seem
like the proper choice for small critters at
close range, CCl loads a trio of shotshells
for the .45 Colt, including the original
Pest Control load using 150 grains of No.
8 shot at 1,000 fps, the Big 4 load using
140 grains of No. 4 shot at 800 fps, and the
latest, the HEVI-Bismuth that uses 130
grains of No. 8 Bismuth shot at 1,050 fps
for a nontoxic option. DoubleTap ofters
their DT SnakeShot, using a charge of No.
9 shot over a 70-grain hardcast projectile,
for a “best-of-both-worlds” approach.

Another .45 Colt
cartridge, hap-
pily nestled in the
chamber of the

author’s Ruger
Blackhawk.

GUNDIGEST.COM
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DoubleTaps load makes an excellent
choice for camping and hiking, for all
sorts of threats, from two-legged, to four-
legged to no-legged.

Looking at those loads that exceed
the original performance levels, you will
find a wide selection of projectiles and
velocities. While the .45 Colt didn't have
the same rifle/handgun combination that
Winchesters .44-40 WCEF did, there have
been many lever guns made recently for
the bigger Colt cartridge. Hornady ex-
tended their LeveRevolution series—the
one that uses the FTX spitzer with the
pliable polymer tip to allow improved
Ballistic Coefhicient in tubular magazine
guns—to include a 225-grain offering
in .45 Colt at 960 fps in a handgun, and
you ll get considerably more in a carbine
or rifle.

Federal has also seen the wisdom of a

45 Colt rifle, by including the cartridge
in their HammerDown ammunition line,
with a 250-grain bonded core bullet de-
veloping over 1,000 fps in a 20-inch bar-
rel. At reasonable distances—say woods
hunting for whitetails, bears over bait or
close-in hogs—the .45 Colt could be a
whole lotta fun, with minimal recoil.
Stepping up to the heaviest end of the
spectrum and looking at the loads that
require a gun of tougher build than the
standard Single Action Army and its
clones, youll see loads that come much
closer to the Colt-inspired .454 Casull.
Buffalo Bore has some very interesting
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loads for the .45 Colt, in the +P guise, in-
cluding the 225-grain Barnes XPB loaded
to scream at 1,500 fps and the 300-grain
monometal wide, flat nose at 1,300 fps or
so, generating 1,100 ft-1b of energy. The
velocity attained by this latter load, and
the construction of this bullet result in
very deep penetration, and for the hand-
gun hunter serious about using a .45 Colt
on thick-skinned game like any of our
wild bovine or big hogs, this isa load to
look long and hard at.

The Buffalo Bore .45 Colt +P Deer
Grenade load is built around a 260-grain
medium cast lead hollow-point gas check
bullet, at a muzzle velocity of just above
1,500 fps. Offering a quick energy trans-
fer, this load is hard enough to give good
penetration, yet soft enough to give rapid
expansion. The gas check will significantly
reduce fouling, with recovered projectiles
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often doubling in caliber.

Doing double duty as a defensive/
hunting load, Choice Ammunitions Bear
Defense load is one bad hombre—it uses a
325-grain hard cast, flat-nosed, gas check
bullet at a muzzle velocity of 1,350 fps,
generating over 1,300 ft-1b of energy. For
a sub-magnum cartridge, thats a pretty
impressive set of figures. My Blackhawk
will put three of these in a 2-inch group
at 40 yards, which is about as far as I feel
comfortable shooting an iron-sighted
handgun. I've shot a bunch of this ammo
through my Blackhawk, where the recoil
is eye-opening but manageable, and in the
Freedom Arms Packer snubnose, it’s just
plain snotty, but it surely gets the job done.

Lastly, though the .45 Colt might not
be the first choice as a defensive handgun
cartridge, it will certainly save your bacon.
Think of it this way: Few people would

(Top left) Like to hunt
dangerous game with a
handgun? Buffalo Bore
has you covered. This
45 Colt load with the
300-grain monometal
projectile will penetrate
thick hide and bone.

(Top) Federal’'s “blue box”
line includes an afford-
able 225-grain lead semi-
wadcutter that’s equally
at home attherangeasit
isinthe deer woods.

Choice Ammunition’s
Bear Defense Loadis a
formidable product.Ina
snub-nosed gun like this
Freedom Arms Packer, it
can rattle your fillings.
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have an issue with the defensive capabili-
ties of the .45 ACP, which is the ballistic
twin of the .45 Colt, so except for the rate
of fire and magazine capacity, theyre pret-
ty similar. Federal loads their 210-grain
Hydra-Shok Deep, Hornady offers the
185-grain FX in the Critical Defense line
and Underwood Ammo loads that nasty
135-grain Lehigh Defense Xtreme De-
fender monometal at 1,410 fps. If the gun
fits you, and you are comfortable and con-
fident using it, [ have no issues with the
45 Coltasa choice of defensive cartridge.
From the standard jacketed hollow-point
bullets to the bonded core stuff, there are
many different choices in .45 Colt that
make a sensible defensive choice.

ROLLING YOUR OWN

For handloaders, the world opens wide,
as the .45 Colt has all sorts of component
bullets to choose from. From the home-
made cast bullets, to the surplus FMJs

to the cup-and-core jacketed stuff, up
through the bonded core and monometal
premium choices, .45 caliber is among
the most popular of handgun diameters,
and there should be no lack of available
components.

Swift makes a revolver variant of their
excellent A-Frame bullet, Hornady offers
the XTP and XTP Magnum bullets, Sierra
has some great choices, and that Barnes
XPB is a nasty chunk of copper. Grab
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a good set of dies—I prefer Redding or
RCBS—keep your brass trimmed as uni-
formly as possible to allow for a consistent
roll crimp and you'll find all sorts of reli-
able data for the old warhorse.

Dick Casulls brainchild—the .454

Handloading the .45
Coltisn’t a difficult
prospect, but you'll
want to be sure and
use a goodrollcrimp
on the case mouth, so
your projectiles don’t
pull outward during
recoil.

Yet another hand-
loaded 255-grain lead
bullet destined for
greatness.
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Casull—is an elongated version of the .45
Colt, with a thicker case, higher pressure
limit and a small pistol primer instead of
a large one. Just as the .45 Colt can safely
shoot the .45 Schofield ammo, the .454
Casull is capable of shooting all three.
Why not just shoot a Casull? Well, the
revolvers chambered for the Casull are,
generally, a bit heavier and bulkier than
those chambered for the .45 Colt.

[f you intend to regularly pursue large
and dangerous game with a handgun, the
Casull might make more sense, as it can
run at a higher pressure, and will give you
more velocity. But for the day-to-day ease
of use and comfort of carry, it will be real-
ly hard to beata good old revolver cham-
bered in .45 Colt. It can roar like a lion,
being “enough gun, yet can be as meek as
lamb with the cowboy action loads. It can
offer years of fun with affordable cast bul-
lets yet be relied upon to cleanly take large
game species.

Sometimes a designer gets things right
the first time; I believe the .45 Colt un-
doubtedly falls into this category. GDTM
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Ed Birnbaum, GA
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& "YOUR ONE STOP GUN SHOP"
Gun Shows.

P.O. Box 10277 Blacksburg, VA 24062

(540) 951 - 1344 | (540) 951 - 2344

info@ShowmastersGunShows.com

www.ShowmastersGunShows.com

*Visit our website for full show listings
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING!

DULLES EXPO CENTER
CHANTILLY, VA

THE NATION’S

GUN SHOW

JULY 18, 19 & 20, 2025
SEPTEMBER 26, 27 & 28, 2025
NOVEMBER 21, 22 & 23, 2025

iy -l

HOURS: FRI1-8|SAT9-5|SUN10-5
www.TheNationsGunShow.com

RICHMOND RACEWAY COMPLEX
RICHMOND, VA

RICHMOND GUN SHOW

AUGUST 23 - 24, 2025

NOVEMBER 15 - 16, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 10-5

MONROEVILLE CONVENTION CENTER
MONROEVILLE, PA

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW

AUGUST 16 - 17, 2025

OCTOBER 11 -12, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5| SUN 9 - 4

AUGUSTA EXPO CENTER
FISHERESVILLE, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW

SEPTEMBER 6 -7, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 10 -5

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
FAIRMONT, WV

FAIRMONT GUN SHOW

OCTOBER 4 -5, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5|SUN 9 -4

C3 SPORTS & EVENT CENTER
STATE COLLEGE, PA

REATA PASS
UCTIORS,

WWW.REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM

E: INFO@REATAPASSAUCTIONS.COM
P: 928.632.8000 * PrREscoTT, AZ

AUGUST

Aug 2-3 TN, crossville. Cumberland County

Gun & Knife Show. Cumberland County
Community Complex, 1398 Livingston
Road. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm.
A: Saturday: Adult $5.00, Youth (under
16) FREE Sunday : FREE admission. T:
200.F: $40 for 6 table with multi table
discounts. Cumberland County, TN,
contact: Donnie Moody, Phone (931) 250-
1981, email: gkshow@charter.net. 1398
Livingdston Road, Crossville, TN 38571.
PH: 931-484-5028. www.gkshow.org.

SEPTEMBER

JULY

Jul 26-27 MO, Kansas City. The MV.A.CAA.
54th Annual National Summer Arms
Show. KCI EXPO Center, 11730 N. Ambas-
sador. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm.
A: Adults: $15 A Day / $20 Weekend Pass
Children under 15: Free - must be ac-
companied by adult. T: 800. F; $135 Sales
Table / $35 Display Table. Missouri Valley
Arms Collectors Association. PO Box 6013,
Leawood, KS 66206. PH: 816-559-/460.
http://www.mvaca.org.

Sep 5-6 ND, West Fargo. Red River Range

Gun Show. Red River Regional Marksman-
ship Center, 640 16th St NE. SH: Fri. 4pm-
8pm, Sat. 8am-4pm. A: $5.00 per day;

12 years and older. 11 and under free with
adult. T:160. F: $40. Red River Regional
Marksmanship Center. 640 16th St NE,
West Fargo, ND 58078. PH: 701-356-0677.
rrrmc.com.

GUN SH&®W

TEXAS GUN & KNIFE ASSOCIATION

2025 SHOW DATES

July 19-20 « AMARILLO Civic Center

August 16-17 « ABILENE Convention Center
September 13-14 « KERRVILLE Expo Hall

October 18-19 « ABILENE Convention Center

October 25-26 *- FREDERICKSBURG Fair Grounds

STATE COLLEGE GUN SHOW

OCTOBER 25 - 26, 2025
HOURS: SAT9-5| SUN 9 - 4

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
HARRISONBURG, VA

OHENANDOAH VALLEY GUN SHOW

NOVEMBER 1 - 2, 2025
HOURS: SAT 9 -5 | SUN 10 - 5

Show Hours: Saturday 9-5 Sunday 10-4

®
\)sm‘\w'w
e

Dealers call Janice Hill: Pray'ng ol

(830) 285-0575
www.texasgunandknifeshows.com

are healtny
and sale ‘

Thank you for your continued support.
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INDY 4500

GUN
BIFPADEFSTOW,
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One of the Largest Gun and Knife Shows

East of the Mississippi!!!

INDIANAPOLIS
* DOOR PRIZES » EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS . SPECIAL MOTEL . 24 HOUR SECURITY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS » CAMPING HOOKUPS AVAILABLE

HOURS: FRIDAY — 2-7 p.m. + ESTABLISHED 1983 - RESTAURANT ON PREMISES
SAT. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. SUN. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

GUNS, KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, SPORTING ARMS, MILITARY ARMS, ETC.

INDY 1500 Phone: (405) 408-6197
P.O. Box 14194 Fax: (405) 478-0700
Oklahoma City, OK 73113 www.indy1500.com

EXHIBITORS MUST ABIDE BY SHOW RULES AS WELL AS ALL LOCAL, STATE & FEDERAL LAWS.

SEPTEMBER 5, 6 & 7

NOVEMBER 14, 15 & 16




GunDige

Rare and used firearms, collectibles, accessories,
memorabilia and much more ... find it all here.

Display Advertising Information & Rates Contact:

Lori McDaniel
lori@gundigest.com
(715)-498-3768

> MARKETPLACE P.52



RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3 Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens
MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG6. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.
Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK & MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post
Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective
clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff.
Every item we offer for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL LIST OF
INVENTORY SPECGIALS WITH A DEALER YOU CAN TRUST!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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PACK AND POSTAL CENTER

210 Mill Street, Lancaster, MA 01523-2046
Tel. (978) 368-0910 — Fax (978) 368-3326

3-Day InspectionSatisfaction Guaranteed.

MasterCard.

Current GUN LIST now available online
www.PackAndPostalCenter.com

$35.00 shipping for long guns (FedEx ground insured, adult signature required) and
handguns (United States Postal Service, Priority, insured, adult signature)

3% restock fee for items paid with charge card. All firearms sold as “used” collector
items only. We do not test fire or guarantee suitability for live firing.

1 8.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.00.2000000002802800000080088008008008008008880828000080088882802882880808088088028028028008008808.0.0.(

PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS

1-Y AMT .380 ACP “Backup” Auto Pistol 2 5/8” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, matte
stainless steel finish that shows high edge and holster wear, black plastic grips, safety latch
works properly, excellent function, comes with one 5 round magazine finger rest, manufactured
£ st 5 $285

2-Y Astra .22 LR “Constable Model” Double/Single Action Auto Pistol 3 '2” barrel with mint
bore, 100% original bright blue, fixed sights, mint checkered black plastic grips, as new in
original slip cover Styrofoam box with manual and warranty card, slip cover is faded and
TABTE oo v s e i s e e S o B S B S B S B e B e $435

3-Y Belgian .38 Centerfire “British Bulldog” Double/Single Action Solid Frame Compact
Revolver 2 4" ovoid barrel with good bore, fixed sight, 80% original nickel finish, excellent
checkered round butt wood grips, WOrks Well (C&R) .........cooeroeeeiiei e $225

4-Y Bernardelli 9mm Para “Model P-One” Auto Pistol 4 34” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights,
100% original matte black finish, mint checkered black plastic grips, double and single action
excellent function, as new in original black plastic case with manual, extra 10 shot magazine and
(= TR Lo T 0L (1] 1 TR $425

5-Y Browning .22 LR “Challenger Model” Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint bore, 99% original
bright blue, factory target style sights, mint checkered Walnut thumbrest target grips, looks and
RGOS TR T TN TIERERY: 1ot oo e $695

6-Y Charter Arms .22 Winchester Magnum “Target Pathfinder .22 Mag” Model Double / Single
Action Revolver 4 '4” heavy barrel with mint bore, stainless steel barrel and 8 shot cylinder,
alloy frame with all metal surfaces as new, green high Viz front sight and fully adjustable target
style rear sight, swing out cylinder, mint checkered wrap around finger groove rubber grips with
Charter Arms logos, as new in black plastic case with all paper ..........ccccecevceeveeciceceeeeee e $475

7-Y Charter Arms .38 Special “Undercover Model” Double Action Only Compact Frame
Stainless Revolver 2” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, stainless finish, black compact boot
synthetic grips, 100ks and functionS NEAr NBW .........cooviiiiiiieieie e e $325

8-Y Charter Arms .44 Special “Bulldog Model” Double Action Revolver 3” barrel with mint
bore, 99% original blue, fixed sights, 5 shot swing out cylinder, mint checkered Walnut round
butt wrap around grips with silver medallions, as new in original tattered and dirty flip top box
with matching end label, an original “Son of Sam” era revolver with all paper .................... $345

9-Y Colt.22 LR “Targetsman” 3" Series Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright
blue, blade front and fully adjustable target rear sights, minty checkered Walnut thumbrest grips,
original magazine, near new overall, manufactured 1976, collector quality (C&R) ..............$895

10-Y Colt .22 LR “Targetsman” Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, fully
adjustable factory rear target sight has been replaced by a non elevation adjustable drift windage
target style, minty checkered Walnut thumbrest grips, Colt marked magazine, excellent function,
ARG TR BRI ivicrmscommvmrmusmasers s S A R A S SN PR $740

11-Y Colt .22 LR “1¢ Series Woodsman” Target Auto Pistol 6 5/8” barrel with excellent bore,
elevation adjustable Patridge front sight, windage adjustable rear, 85% original blue with areas
worn to pewter and some pin prick pitting, good fully checkered wood grips, factory correct 10
round full blued magazine, excellent function, manufactured 1940 (C&R) ........ccveveuvennene. $525

12-Y Colt .22 LR “Third Model Woodsman” Target Auto Pistol 6” barrel with bright excellent
bore, 95% original blue showing light muzzle wear, graying along front and back straps, slide
shows sharp edge silvering along serrations and also a light plum hue, scattered pin prick pitting
along frame, checkered Walnut grips with left side thumb rest showing wear and dings and
dents, pinned front blade sight with adjustable rear sight, comes with one magazine, excellent
function, manufactured 1964 (C&R) ......cooeoeieieeeee e, $575

13-Y Colt .22 LR “Frontier Scout” Single Action “Duotone” Revolver 4 34” barrel with excellent
bore, 98% original blue on barrel, cylinder, hammer and trigger, frame and straps are correct
original bright silvery alloy, excellent function, made in 1958, collector quality (C&R) .......$525

14-Y Colt .22 LR “Official Police” Post War Double Action Revolver 6” tapered barrel with
mint bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue with light thinning towards muzzle, service hammer,
checkered trigger, black pebble grain Hogue monogrips, excellent function, manufactured 1948
BOGRY ccrvssrms s o o e i T TR o e SR B S A AR $585

15-Y Colt .38 Special “Officers Model Match” Double Action “Fifth Issue” Revolver 6” tapered
heavy barrel with bright excellent bore, 98% original blue, light drag line and high edge wear
along cylinder and at muzzle, pinned front undercut sight with fully adjustable “Accro” rear sight,
original checkered Walnut target grips with silver medallions, excellent function, manufactured
1959 (C&R) ... .. 3875

16-Y Colt .38 Speelal “thu:ers Medel Target” Revelver 5 barrel wr[h brlght excellent bore,
95% original blue showing some light scratches, fading on front strap, light silvering on sharp
edges, front adjustable sight with red bead, adjustable U-notch rear sight, checkered Walnut
grips with some chipping around the bottom edges, both grips are serialized to revolver, 97%
fire blue showing on checkered hammer, light oxidation on hammer sides, excellent function,
manufactured 1911 (C&R) .. ..$5695

17-Y Colt .32 New Police (. 32 S&W) “ Puhee Pesmve Mndel s Revulver 4 barrel 1wr[h very
good bore with areas of pin prick pitting but overall strong rifling, fixed sights, 95% original
blue showing high edge silvering and gray patina, good unnumbered checkered wood service
grips with Colt medallions showing light dents and smoothing, super tight lockup and timing,
manufactured 1939 (C&R) .. e ..$395

18-Y Davis Industries .22 Wmehester Magnum “Medel DM 22” Dver / Under Derrmger 2 "
barrels with very good bores, 99% original bright nickel, mint smooth laminate wood grips,
push button safety, works fine 100ks new (C&R) .....c.cvreviioeiiieceee e, $225

19-Y E.A.A. .38 Super “Model 38 SA” Double/Single Action High cap Auto Pistol 4 34" barrel
with mint bore, fully adjustable target style rear sight, 1/8” blade front sight, 99% original
matte black finish, checkered dark Walnut grips, 18 shot magazine, a heavy hitter in like new
el T $565

20-Y Excam .38 Special “Tanarmi Model T38” Over / Under Derringer 3” barrels with excellent
bores, 99% original black finish, mint checkered white plastic grips, thumb safety, as new in
original 2 piece boX With MANUAL ..........ocvveeiie i e et $235

21-Y Excam .38 Special “Tanarmi Model T38” Over / Under Derringer 3” barrels with excellent
bores, 99% original black finish, mint checkered white plastic grips, thumb safety, as new in
original 2 piece boX With MANUAL ..........ocvveviiieiee e et en e $235

22-Y F.L.E. .38 Special “The Standard” Model Double / Single Action Revolver 2” barrel with
mint bore, fixed sights, 6 shot pull pin solid frame revolver, 99% original black oxide finish, mint
checkered brown plastic round butt grips, as new in original red two piece box with matching
end label and all paper work .. " ..$265

23-Y Harrington & Hlehardsen 22 !.R “Medel 922" Selld Frame Deuhle Aetmn 9 Shet Ftevelver
6" round barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, fixed sights, mint variegated gray H&R logo
grips, looks and functions as new, comes in original gold box with manual and cleaning brush,
box is a bit tattered but still marked nicely, collector quality (C&R) ......ccveveiveiiiiiiiie $235

24-Y Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Long “Model 732” Double Action Swingout Cylinder
Revolver 2 12”7 barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 95%+ original blue, sides of hammer show
light pitting, mint H&R logo checkered black plastic grips, 6 shot cylinder, excellent function
Bttt e e e o e e B S o B $245

25-Y High Standard .22 LR “Model D-100” Over/Under Derringer Pistol 3 ¥2” barrels with mint
bores, 98% original blue, fixed sights, smooth white plastic grips, would be mint overall except
for some light peppering on sides of barrels, comes in an original flip top red jewelry style case,
manufactured 1966 (C&R) ... " 5 ..$325

26-Y High Standard .22 LR “Medel 1[I1 Duramatle" Autn Plstel 4 1/2 barrel wr[h mmt bore,

99% original bright blue, fixed sights, mint oversize wrap around checkered brown plastic grips,
made in 1970, 100ks near NEW (C&R) ......covoiiiiieeeee e $315

27-Y High Standard .22 LR “Model 101 Supermatic” U.S. Marked clip feed Auto Pistol 6 34"
barrel with excellent bore, 95% original bright and matte blue, excellent checkered brown plastic
thumbrest grips, push button takedown, no weights or filler strip on bottom of barrel, (2)
factory slot cuts for compensator equipped barrel (none provided), excellent High Standard
marked blued clip, excellent function, made in 1956, (1) of (3700) made for U.S. military
I T s e 4 0 A RSO B ASIEAS $725

28-Y High Standard .22 LR “Model H-D Military” Clip Feed Target Auto Pistol 6 34" barrel
with bright excellent bore, front 1/8” blade sight, fully adjustable rear sight, 95% original blue
with some light muzzle wear, light peppery pin prick pitting and light scratches on barrel,
original checkered Walnut grips, comes with one original magazine that shows finish wear,
ARUTACILIE 1948 TOBIRY e o s v o s i s i $575

29-Y High Standard .22 LR “Field King 15 Model” Auto Pistol 6 3" bull barrel with excellent
bore, 97% original bright blue, lever takedown, blade front and replacement fully adjustable
“micro” rear target sights, minty checkered brown plastic thumbrest grips with logos, excellent
two tone magazine, excellent function, made in 1953 (C&R) .....ccceeveiveviiiiiiiiieiceeceeceee, $455

30-Y High Standard .22 LR “Sport King SK-100 Series” Auto Pistol 4 '2” barrel with excellent
bore, 97% original blue with a couple tiny spots of light pitting, fixed sights, excellent checkered
brown plastic thumbrest grips with cast in high Standard logos, excellent full blue magazine,
made in 1956 with push button 1akedpwn (GER) ..ccovimunnmnsnmmnsm s $365

31-Y High Standard / Mitchell .22 LR “Victor I1” Target Clip Feed Auto Pistol 5 %2” barrel with
mint bore, front Patridge sight with adjustable bridge mounted rear sight, bright and matte
stainless steel finishes are like new, gold plated trigger , slide release and magazine release,
comes with one 10 round magazine marked “Mitchell Arms”, checkered Walnut target grips,
stippled front and backstrap, comes with original matching box with end label, excellent
function, manufactured 1993-2000 ... ...oooe oot $585

32-Y High Standard .22 LR “Sentinel Deluxe” Double Action Swingout Cylinder R-106 9 Shot
Revolver 47 barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 98% original blue, mint checkered brown plastic
grips, excellent function, made in 1967 (C&R) .....ovvvieeeieieeie e $425

33-Y Hopkins & Allen .32 S&W Short “Model XL-8” Double Action Solid Frame Revolver 2 34”
octagon barrel with very good bright bore, 98% original bright nickel, folding hammer, excellent
original mother of pearl smooth grips, fixed sights, matching numbers, looks near new but
trigoerreiurrsENE DrOKeIT IR s TR R RS T RSP SS $325

34-Y Iver Johnson .32 S&W Short “Hammerless Safety Trigger Top Break” Double Action
Revolver 3” ribbed barrel with excellent bright bore, fixed sights, 85% original nickel finish
with a couple flaked off patches on left side, 90% blue and case color, good “owl” logo hard
rubber grips with a chipout at locating pin on left panel, works but trigger return spring is broken
[GBLRL). ... oo emsmemsemmcnscss s ns mmnmm s s emn s s s s S e A A R A S R SR S $165

35-Y Iver Johnson .32 S&W Short “Safety Hammer” Double / Single Action Top Break
Revolver 3” ribbed barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% original bright nickel, case color and
blue, mint “owl!” logo hard rubber grips, looks near new in it’s original flip top box with barely
visible end label and missing front top strip (C&R) ........c.ccuc...... ..$285

36-Y Iver Johnson .32 S&W Long “Model 67-S \hkmg” Top Break Hand E|eetmg Deuhle
Action Revolver 2 %" barrel with mint bore, adjustable front and rear sights, 97% original blue,
showing peppery pin prick pitting along front sight, 97% case colors on hammer and trigger,
one piece white plastic wrap around grips with left side thumb rest and on right side has a gold
colored IJ “owl” medallion, excellent function, manufactured in 60’s or 70’s (C&R) ...........$235

CONTINUED =
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37-Y lver Johnson .32 S&W Long “Auto Ejecting Safety Hammer Top Break” Revolver 3”
ribbed barrel with fair pitted bore, fixed sights, 92% original nickel finish that is flaking, blued
triggerguard going brown, early style checkered hard rubber “owl logo” grips, serial number
on triggerguard, patent date on butt, good but stiff functioning action, manufactured 1909
RIOUEN | i mmwonssssnssos o0 B R R AN $145

38-Y Iver Johnson .38 S&W “Safety Hammer Top Break” Double/Single Action Revolver 5”
ribbed barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% original bright blue on triggerguard, 98% original
bright nickel on frame and 80% case color on hammer and trigger, very good smooth Walnut
“high hold” optional grips with some flakes of varnish missing, excellent function both single and
double action, crisp auto ejection and good timing and lock up, collector quality (C&R) ......$265

39-Y Iver Johnson .38 Special “Bulldog Model” Solid Frame 5 Shot Pull Pin Revolver 2 3/8”
barrel with mint bore, 99% matte blue finish, case colored hammer, mint “IJ” logo small plastic
grips, excellent function, one of the last models from the old Fitchburg, MA factory in 1971
BUGEIRY v sy oot e R L A S T R S R S $245

40-Y Japanese 8mm “Nambu Type 14” Late War Auto Pistol 4 '2” barrel with very good bright
bore, 96% original late war rough blue finish, all matching except for correct style and type
blued aluminum bottom magazine, excellent slant grooved Asian hardwood grips with matching
numbers, round knurled cocking knob, “Nagoya 2" series” marked with “Showa” dynasty
date of June 1944 (Showa 19.6), excellent function, all correct and original in excellent overall
CONAITION (C&R) ..ot er e ea s eeeers e e $875

41-Y Jennings .22 LR “Model J-22” Single Action Auto Pistol 2 3/8” barrel with mint bore,
99 2% original black Teflon finish, fixed sights, mint checkered black plastic grips, as new in
original two piece box with all paper .. : o 22D

42-Y New England Firearms / Harrmgton & Rlchardsnn 22 wlnchester Magnum “Mudel
R-22” Swingout Cylinder Double / Single Action Revolver 2 12" heavy round barrel with mint
bore, fixed sights, 6 shot cylinder, 99 2% original blue, mint smooth Walnut grips with “NEF”
gold medallion, excellent function both single and double action, as new in original matching end
(G| DN DN TIOTIC ..o o s s s s sisioi s ssi sos in s s s i s s e s o o e A A $365

43-Y Ruger .22 LR “New Bearcat” Single Action Revolver 4” barrel with mint bore, 99 %%
original blue, all steel construction, fixed sights, cylinder marked “.22 LR” with no firing pin groove
(only 5 known in this serial range), mint nicely grained two piece Walnut smooth grips with silver
medallions, made in 1996 and comes in its original plastic case with owners manual and brass
padlock, also has outer shipping sleeve with matching end label, collector quality .................$825

44-Y Ruger .22 LR “0ld Model Bearcat” Boxed Single Action Revolver 4 “ barrel with mint
bore, 99% original blue with brass anodized aluminum triggerguard, mint smooth Walnut grips
with silver eagle medallions, excellent function, made in 1968 and comes in its original red and
black two piece box with matching serial number on side plus instruction sheet and registration
card, box is excellent, collector quality (C&R) .....oovvveeviieciccceeece e $675

45-Y Ruger .22 LR “0ld Model Super Bearcat” Single Action Revolver 4” barrel with mint bore,
99% original blue on steel frame, cylinder and blued triggerguard, mint smooth Walnut grips
with silver eagle medallions, as new overall and comes in original “Super Bearcat” two piece red
and black box with matching serial number, instruction sheet and registration card, collector
gualit: magdein TS [B8R] «mnmmmmmmmrmermmmm s R R ST $725

46-Y Ruger .22 LR “0ld Model Super Bearcat” Factory error Single Action Revolver 4” barrel
with mint bore, and no barrel markings, steel frame instead of anodized alloy of earlier Bearcats,
99% original blue including the triggerguard, mint smooth Walnut grips with silver eagle
medallion grips, as new overall and comes in an original “Super Bearcat” two piece red and
black box with an illegible serial number on side, good solid box with edge wear, revolver is like
new collector quality, 1972 manufactured (C&R) ......ccooeueieiiiiee e $700

47-Y Ruger .22 LR “Single Six Model” Single Action Revolver 5 %2” barrel with mint bore,
fixed front and drift adjustable rear sights, 99% original blue, 3 screw unconverted frame, mint
checkered black plastic grips with “black eagle” medallions and excellent early feature single six
in collector quality condition, made in 1958 (C&R) ....oovoveveiiiiiieeeeee e $675

48-Y Sig Sauer 9mm Para “Model P320 Compact” Auto Pistol 3.6” barrel with mint bore, (3)
dot “Siglite” replaceable fixed sights, 99%+ original black finish, double action only, 10 shot
magazine, Massachusetts compliant, like new overall .. " ...$565

49-Y Smith &Wesson .22 LR “Model 63” Stainless Steel Duuhle Actmn Revolver 4 plnned
barrel with mint bore, ramp blade orange insert front sight and fully adjustable target style rear
sights, all stainless surfaces are like new, square butt frame kit gun, made around 1980 and
Shows [IEIRACHIE] WBE v b s i A o $795

50-Y Smith & Wesson .38 Special “Model M&P / Pre Model 10” Commercial 5 Screw
Revolver 4" pinned tapered barrel with mint bore, 98% original period blue, fixed sights, all
matching numbers including checkered Walnut, diamond center square butt grips with silver
S&W medallions, made late in 1945 (just shy of 1,000,000 serial number), 98%+ original rich
colorful case colors on hammer and trigger, excellent function with only wear showing a bit at
muzzle and on right side grip panel, collector quality, correct lanyard at butt (C&R) .......... $785

51-Y Smith & Wesson .38 Special “Model M&P / Pre Model 10” Double Action Revolver 4”
pinned tapered barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original period blue and case colors, fixed sights, all
matching numbers including checkered Walnut, diamond center “Magna” grips, 1% year of “C”
prefix numbering, 1947/48, collector quality (C&R) .....cveveieeeeeee e, $895

52-Y Smith & Wesson .38 Special “Model 37” Airweight Double Action Revolver 2” pinned
barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 96% original bright blue with some silvering on sharp edges
of alloy frame, 98% case colors, round butt “J” frame with checkered Walnut non matching grips
with silver S&W medallions, excellent function and nice looking, made in 1973 (C&R) ..... $495

53-Y Smith &Wesson .38 Special “Model of 1905 3 Change” Target Revolver 6 ¥2” pinned
barrel with mint bore, (5) screw frame, 92% original blue with almost all loss on flaking blue
on logo sideplate, “Paine” bead front and fully adjustable target factory sights, all matching
numbers, unnumbered checkered, diamond center Walnut grips with gold S&W logo medallions,
period grip filler just behind triggerguard, 95% original case color on fine checkered hammer
and trigger, excellent smooth function, made in 1909 and rare in any condition, collector quality
(C&R) ... 91295

54-Y Smlth & Wessnn 33 Speclal “Mnlltary & Pollce Model uf 1905 4"1 Change“ Douhle Action
Revolver 6 pinned barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, (5) screw frame, all matching numbers,
excellent unnumbered, checkered Walnut, non-medallion Walnut grips with diamond center,
97% original period blue and slightly faded case colors, excellent function, made around 1926
in near new epllector quality condilion (GAR) v DOTD

55-Y Smith & Wesson .38 Special & U.S. Service CTG’s “Model Military & Police” (Model
of 1902) 2™ Model Double Action Revolver 5” pinned barrel with excellent bright bore, pre 5
screw 4 screw round butt frame, 95% original bright blue with thinning and graying straps and
some tiny pin prick spots of pitting on sharp edges, all matching numbers, unnumbered mint
checkered black hard rubber grips with S&W logos, 95%+ nice bright case color, made in 1903,
super looker; periect:funetion, collector quality IC&R) .....ommmssnsmmmimmmsmmsssssms $1050

56-Y Smith & Wesson .38 Special & U.S. Service CTG’s “Model 1902” Second Model 1
Change Revolver 6 2" pinned barrel with excellent bright bore, pre 5 screw 4 screw frame,
95%+ original blue with some small pin prick pits on frame and sideplate, 60% case color,
hammer shows a replaced firing pin, these early models used a secondary leaf style trigger
return spring pinned to front strap the spring on this gun is broken resulting in a light trigger
return (still functions fine in double and single action) round butt “Mother of Pearl” grips are
genuine with fiery look and one small chipout on upper edge on left panel, made around 1903
and needing only a little mechanical or good cleaning and lubricating attention (C&R) ......$895

57-Y Smith & Wesson .38 S&W “38 Safety Hammerless 3" Model” Top Break Revolver 3 '4”
ribbed barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, push down catch in top strap for opening, 5 shot fluted
cylinder, 98% original bright nickel, blue and case color, grip safety, mint checkered black hard
rubber S&W logo grips, all matching numbers, excellent function, made around 1894, collector
QUATIEY (ANTIQUE) oottt ee e et eeeeee e $750

58-Y Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum “Model 686-4” Stainless Double Action Revolver 4 1/16”
heavy full underlug barrel with mint bore, red ramp/white outline factory target style sights,
all stainless surfaces are in excellent condition, mint "Hogue” mono grip, finger groove, wrap
around, stippled rubber grips with S&W logo on both panels (S&W original equipment), 98%
case colors on standard hammer and smooth trigger, made in 1996 and shows little actual use
a very nice “L” frame heavy duty revolver .. ...$695

59-Y Smith & Wesson .455 Mark Il Cal. “Hand E|et:tur 2'“' Mudel“ WW I Revulver 5 Vz plnned
barrel with mint bore, 5 screw frame, WW-I purchase by Great Britain with crossed pennants,
broad arrow, crown over “V5, E and II” proofs plus small proofs on other parts, 95% original
bright blue and faded case color, very good checkered Walnut diamond center grips with gold
S&W medallions, lanyard at butt, excellent function, made around 1916 and not often seen
unmgditicd-and imtiEseondiiDniBaR) ..covnmssmmmmmmnmmasmpmsns $1285

60-Y Star 9m Largo “Model A Super” Auto Pistol 5” barrel with excellent bore, fixed sights,
96%+ original blue, checkered Walnut grips are excellent, looks and functions near new, comes
in a plain cardboard box with manual written in Spanish, loaded chamber indicator and magazine
disconnect, cleaning rod and spare magazine in box (C&R) ....c.ccvvvvveeveiciviire e, $585

61-Y U.S. Revolver Co. (Iver Johnson) .32 S&W Short Double / Single Action Hammer Top
Break Revolver 4" ribbed barrel with excellent bright bore, fixed sights, 90% original nickel
with loss on sharp edges (especially the rib), U.S. logo hard rubber grips with chipouts at both
locating pins, needs trigger return spring (C&R) ...cooerverieeiii e $145

CENTERFIRE RIFLES

62-Y Action Arms / IMI .357 Magnum “Timber Wolf” Model Slide Action Carbine 18 2" barrel
with mint bore, 98% original bright blue, white line blade front sight, adjustable sporting open
rear sight plus integral receiver mounted rail for Weaver style rings, mint circular grooved slide
handle and dark hardwood straight grip stock with factory serrated black rubber buttplate, 10 shot
tubular magazine, near new overall with excellent function, comes with original box ........... $925

63-Y Carl Gustafs 6.5x55mm “Model 1896” Swedish Mauser Bolt Rifle 30" barrel with mint
bore, 97% arsenal blue finish, front post sight with protected cover, tangent rear sight, bolt in
the white, all matching numbers, straight grip hardwood stock and handguard, manufactured
1908, excellent function (C&R) ....oeeeeeeeceeeeeee et e $785

64-Y Enfield .303 British “No. 4 MKI* Sporter” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23 '2” barrel with very good
bore, 98% nice quality rebuild blue, military blade front and (2) position peep rear sights, very
good original cut down stock in sporter configuration with sling swivels, brass “trap” buttplate
and 5 shot magazine, manufactured 1945 by Long Branch, excellent function ...................$295

65-Y Harrington & Richardson .308 Winchester “Ultra Rifle” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 22”7 barrel
with excellent bright bore, 98% original bright blue, ramp bead front and “Williams” fully
adjustable sporting open sights, (no hood on front), excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with
rollover Monte Carlo cheek piece, contrasting wood grip cap, swivel “eyes” and “H&R” logo thin
rubber buttpad, Weaver rail installed on receiver using factory holes, 5 shot magazine excellent
TOTIBRIBI LGIRE it oo ot it s st st s s s L $665

66-Y Japanese / Tokyo 6.5mm “Type 38” Sportertized Bolt Rifle 21” barrel with fair pitted bore,
97% arsenal blue showing some thinning on mid barrel, bent bolt, receiver shows good un-
struck mum, two piece hardwood stock showing heavy cleaning, no handguard, steel buttplate,
no dust cover, raised ramp front sight, rear folding leaf sight graduated to 2400 meters, comes
with leather sling, excellent function (C&R) .....ccooveeerericee e $275

67-Y Japanese 6.5mm “Type 38” Smooth Bore Training Bolt Rifle 31 12" barrel with good bore,
95% arsenal blue thinning to brown with receiver showing gray, no mum or receiver markings
present, plum style bolt handle, knurled safety indicator knob, single screw front barrel band,
no cleaning rod, inverted “V” front sight with folding leaf rear sight graduated to 2400 meters,
steel buttplate, smooth hardwood two piece stock with finger groove and handguard, excellent
TUNCLION (C&R) oot er e e er e ea e e e e e sasannae s reeereen $280

68-Y Japanese / Mukden 6.5mm “Type 38” Bolt Rifle 31 4" barrel with bright excellent bore,
protected front inverted V" front sight, folding leaf rear sight graduated to 2400 meters,
ground mum, 90% arsenal blue finish with peppery pin prick pitting, receiver stamped with
characters signifying “type 38”, knurled safety with small tang, two piece hardwood stock with
finger grooved and handguard, stock shows dings and dents, steel buttplate, bolt matching
serialization to rifle, all matching, manufactured 1938-1944 (C&R) .....c.ccccevvvivevivvvrcviennenn $425

69-Y Mannlicher Schoenauer .308 “Model 1956 MC” Bolt Carhine 20" barrel with bright
excellent bore, 95% original blue showing light scratches, light high edge wear, very light
peppery pin prick pitting on floorplate, raised front brass blade sight, express rear sight, receiver
has scope base mounted and left side of receiver drilled and tapped not plugged, for Griffin and
Howe scope base, full length checkered pistol grip stock with high cheek piece, black rubber
butt pad, white line spacer with black grip cap, single trigger, spoon bolt handle, sling swivels,
excellent function, toe line on stock shows repaired crack, manufactured 1956-1961 ........$895
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70-Y Marlin .30 Carbine “Model 62 Levermatic” Lever Carbine 23" barrel with mint bore, 98%+
original blue, hooded ramp bead front and sporting open rear sights plus Picatinny rail on receiver
mounted using factory holes, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with Monte Carlo, grip cap, logo
plastic buttplate and swivel “eyes”, “bulls eye” logo in lower edge of stock is missing, excellent
function, 4 shot original magazine, shows very little actual use, made in 1966 (C&R) ......... $895

71-Y Mauser 8mm Mauser “Model G98/40/JHV/42 Hungarian” WW-II Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with
good bore, correct military open sights, "JVH/42” marked receiver bridge, numerous Waffen
stamps, mismatch on bolt and some other small parts, very good+ original (2) piece stock,
excellent function, metal is mostly gun metal gray with a little blue mixed in but no pitting
DI 0 A 0T A B B 3G $985

72-Y New England Firearms (H&R) .35 Whelan “Handi Rifle” Model Single Shot Break Action
Rifle 22”7 barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue and receiver blue, no open sights, but has a
Tasco 3-9x40mm scope in 17 rings on Weaver style rail mounted using factory holes, excellent
hardwood pistol grip stock with Monte Carlo, swivel “eyes” and soft rubber vent buttpad,
e |y L8 A —— $295

73-Y Plainfield .30 Carbine “Model M-1” Auto Carbine 18” barrel with mint bore, 98% original
blue, military style open front and rear sights plus a very nice Weaver 2-10x40mm scope
mounted using a Weaver sidemount and Weaver rings, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with
steel buttplate, (5) round blued magazine, flat bolt, bayonet fixture, near new look and function
with 1943 date ariginal (2) magazine Stock DOUEH weiimvnmmusnmmvvvsmis $695

74-Y Russian Izhevsk 7.62x54R “Model 91/30” Finnish Capture Mosin Nagant Bolt Rifle 32”
barrel with fair pitted bore, barrel marked with early 1zhevsk cartouche marked “1915”, Finnish “SA”
in a square marked on left side, original sights, bolt numbered to rifle, artic birch straight grip stock
with early 3 rivet handguard, steel buttplate and magazine floorplate shows no serial numbers, small
crack behind receiver at wrist, excellent function, manufactured 1915 (C&R) .....cccveeenee $545

75-Y Savage .22 Hornet “Model 25” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22" barrel with mint bore, 99% original
matte blue/black finish, no open sights but has factory mounted (2) piece Weaver style scope
bases, Damascened bolt (4) shot detachable magazine, “Accu trigger”, mint black synthetic
pistol grip stock with cast in grasping surfaces, swivel “eyes”, grip cap and soft rubber vent
recoil pad, excellent function, near new in original DOX ......cccveviioiceeriiie e $595

76-Y Savage 32/20 “Sporter” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 24 12" barrel with excellent bright bore, 98%
original bright blue, factory open sights, drilled, tapped and plugged for Savage style “peep”
sight, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with “Savage Quality” Indian head logo smooth steel
buttplate, excellent function, cOllECIOr QUAITY ....ovveeevieieiieeiee ettt $695

77-Y Savage .243 Winchester “Model 99F” Lever Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 98%~+ original
bright blue, case color on lever is a bit muted but still 95%, factory open sights plus a Leupold
M8-4x scope mounted using factory holes and Weaver rings and bases, cocking indicator, brass
cartridge counter, excellent checkered Walnut pistol grip stock with serrated steel buttplate, grip
cap, sling swivels and leather sling, excellent function, collector quality, manufactured 1956
O I mTo— $985

78-Y Springfield .308 “Model 1903” Replica Match Bolt Rifle 24” un-marked new barrel with
mint bore, 99% custom blue with high number receiver showing a little coppery color “NS”
marked bolt, Lyman 48-S target rear sight, blade front sight with snap on hood, all original 1903
milled parts, new looking “C” type pistol grip stock with checkered steel “trap” buttplate and all
correct swivels, sharp looking and will probably shoot as good as it 100kS ..........cc.c......... $795

79-Y Springfield 30/06 “Model 1903 Sporterized Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with very good bore,
97% nice custom blue with a couple spots of pitting on underside of barrel near muzzle, high
number receiver, no open sights but has a “Pro Hunter 3-9x10 WA” scope mounted on receiver,
bolt handle and safety modified for scope use, excellent commercial Walnut pistol grip stock
with grip cap, Monte Carlo, cheekpiece, swivel “eyes”, Q.D. swivels and nylon sling, excellent
175 1] 2 ST OO RPN PP SN U T ST O ST T T PP R T $465

80-Y Springfield / Remington 30/06 “Model 1903A3 Custom” Sporter Bolt Rifle 22 12" barrel
with mint bore and marked installed by “Golden State Arms/Santa Fe”, 98% custom blue, ramp
bead front, folding open rear sights plus a 4x32mm “Bushnell Banner” scope in “flip-over”
Weaver rings and bases, properly bent bolt handle for scope use plus scope safety, excellent
commercial dark Walnut pistol grip stock with 1903 style detachable magazine base, vent rubber
recoil pad, sling swivels and nice leather sling, excellent function .........c..cccccvvevviieiiiieennn. $495

81-Y Thompson Center .300 Winchester Magnum “Dimension” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 24" barrel
with excellent bright bore, 98%+ original blue, (3) shot detachable magazine, no open sights but
drilled and tapped for scope bases, adjustable trigger, mint textured grip, black synthetic stock
with competition cheek piece and factory vent rubber buttpad, stock has factory swivel “eyes”
and removable L.O.P. spacers, near new condition with spare magazine, assembly / disassembly
t00IS AN OWNEI'S MANUAL ...o.viieeieiieeiee et ettt sa s e e e e ee e er e sae e $495

82-Y U.S. Government / Harrington & Richardson 30/06 “M1 Garand” Auto Rifle 24~
“H.R.A./6-54" dated barrel with bright excellent bore, 90% arsenal parkerized finish showing
thinning along high edges and contact points, original protected front post and T105 rear sight
drums, milled triggerguard, “HRA” marked bolt, trigger housing and hammer “S-A” marked, two
slot gas cylinder screw, Walnut pistol grip stock and forend showing normal dings and dents
from handling, forend wood shows different color finish, metal buttplate, toeline of stock is
numbered “298074”, nice collectable H&R, manufactured 1954 (C&R) .........cccveeeeeen, $1295

83-Y Winchester 30/30 “Pre 64 Model 94” Lever Carhine 20” barrel with mint bore, hooded
ramp bead front and sporting open rear sights plus factory drilled, tapped and plugged for
receiver sights, 98% original blue with some minor scratches on receiver, minty dark Walnut
straight grip stock with checkered steel buttplate, made in 1961 and shows little actual use
R L e oo s et e e e s B e et o $815

84-Y Winchester 30/30 “Model 94 Lever Rifle 20" round barrel with a bright excellent bore,
hooded ramped front sight, very nice even 90% blue going gray, adjustable semi buckhorn rear
sight, smooth Walnut straight grip stock and forend, stock has shotgun butt and a “Remington”
black serrated buttplate, added is a compass into the heal line of the stock, rifle functions
properly, manufactured 1951 (C&R) ....vevereeiiciiece et e s $625

85-Y Yugoslavian 7.62x51 mm “Model M48A” Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with bright mint bore, 98%
arsenal re-blue finish, hooded front ramp with inverted “V” sight, tangent rear sight graduated
to 2000 meters, bolt is in the white, receiver shows Yugoslavian crest with “M48” underneath,
laminated semi pistol grip stock with matching handguard, cleaning rod, bayonet lug, sling all
correct, cupped blued buttplate, solid steel blued floorplate, all matching numbers, excellent
function. manutactured 19521965 (CRRY susuamnmmnanivumissn i $595

RIMFIRE RIFLES

86-Y Anschutz .22 LR “Model 1710” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 23 %2” barrel with mint bore, 98%+
original bright blue, no open sights on tapered lightweight barrel, but has a very nice Leupold
2-7x32mm scope that has been installed on grooved receiver using good quality rings and
bases, excellent fancy dark figured Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, serrated plastic
buttplate, triggerguard marked “73 of 200" plus a “name over 2000 in gold script, shows some
dings from storage but nothing terrible, original 5 shot Anschutz marked magazine, a real looker
with perfect function .......... . .$1095

87-Y Browning .22 LR “Grade I Belglan" Butt Tuhe Feed Takedewn Aute Hlﬂe 19 1/4 barrel with
mint bore, 98% original blue, bead front and adjustable folding sporting open sights plus factory
grooved receiver, nice scroll engraving, excellent figured light colored Walnut pistol grip stock
with cut checkering, made in 1961, shows little actual use (C&R) ......c.ccccovvevrvvvvvrnenen. $795

88-Y Browning .22 LR “T-Bolt” Sporter Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 99%+
original blue finish, gold color finish on trigger, no sights, high quality receiver mounted scope base
and rings mounted using factory holes, rear tang safety, checkered fancy grained Walnut pistol grip
stock, small chip on left side of pistol grip, black plastic Browning logo buttplate, Q.D. sling “eyes”,
excellent function, comes with one 10 shot double helix rotary magazine manufactured by Miroku
of Japan in 2006, a super looker that shows little or no actual use . ..$650

89-Y Browning .22 S, L, & LR “Model BL 1” Lever Carhine 20 barrel W|th mlnt bore 98%
original blue with some small pin prick pitting spots scattered about, factory open sights and
grooved receiver, excellent Walnut straight grip stock with a little finish loss from storage,
excellent function .. . ...$625

90-Y Iver Johnson / Erma 22 LR “Mudel U S M 1" Autu Carhme 18 barrel W|th mlnt bore,
99% original blue, G.l. looking open sights, minty dark Walnut buttstock and upper handguard,
G.l. type cloth sling and oiler, checkered blued steel buttplate and excellent function, super
quality but no magazine . ” .$565

91-Y Marlin .22 LR “Mndel E[I” Tuhe Feed Autu Fttﬂe 22 barrel Wlth m|nt bore 98% Drlglnal
blue, factory open sights, very good hardwood pistol grip stock with factory “squirrel”
checkering, excellent function .. - ..$195

92-Y Marlin .22 LR “Model 995” Gltp Feed Aute Ftn‘le 18 barrel W|th excellent bore 98%
original blue, hooded ramp bead front and sporting open rear sights, plus grooved receiver,
excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with impress checkering, Monte Carlo and logo plastic
buttplate, excellent function . 5185

93-Y Marlin .22 S, L, & LR “Medel 39 A” Lever Ftlﬂe 24 barrel W|th mlnt bere 98% erlglnal
blue, excellent walnut pistol grip stock with black rubber buttpad, hooded ramp bead front sight,
rear dovetail is filled with remnants of original open rear sight, receiver mounts a “Bushnell
Sportview” scope with excellent optics, made in 1948, excellent function (C&R) .............. $785

94-Y Mossherg .22 S, L, & LR “Model 146B-A” Tube Fed Bolt Rifle 26" barrel with mint bore,
98% original blue, front hooded multi aperture sight, rear factory sporting open sight, receiver
mounted Mossberg S-130 Aperture sight, grooved receiver with mounted Mossbherg M4D
4 power scope, scope has plain cross hairs, clean clear optics, black polymer finger groove
triggerguard that sits flush to stock, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with cheek piece on left side,
serrated black polymer buttplate, both green and red safety indicator buttons still present located
at safety lever, only one Q.D. sling swivel stud remains, excellent function (C&R) ............... $285

95-Y Remington .22 LR “Nylon 66” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 19 2" barrel with mint bore,
95%-+ original blue with a little speckling on receiver cover, “Mohawk brown” Zytel nylon stock
iS excellent, factory open sights plus a Weaver B-6 scope on grooved receiver, shows little actual
wear, made pre 1968 so no serial number (C&R) ......ccccce... ..$635

96-Y Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 552 BDL Deluxe" Tuhe Feed Aute lele 21 barrel with
mint bore, 98% original blue, factory open sights with rear sight missing its sliding aperture,
grooved receiver with a Simmons 3-9x32mm scope mounted, minty deluxe Walnut pistol grip
stock with cut checkering, grip cap, logo plastic buttplate, swivel “eyes” and Q.D. swivels,
complete with original shell deflector and very dark colorful stock and padded nylon sling, made
in 2002 .. e .. 3525

97-Y Ftemmgtdn 22 LFt “Medel 37“ RangerMaster” Target Bnlt Ftlfle 28 heavy target barrel
with bright mint bore, Redfield front Globe sight, rear and mid scope blocks mounting with a
Lyman “Target Spot” 12-x scope, scope has very fine crosshairs with target dot, scope also has
both front and rear lens caps, rubber eye cup but is missing recoil spring, 98% original blue
finish, swept back bolt handle, safety lever on left side that still shows clean case colors, above
safety is a receiver added aperture block base, heavy Walnut pistol grip stock with basket weave
checkered grip, adjustable sling slot adapter with both front and rear sling swivels, checkered
steel buttplate, comes with one 5 round magazine, excellent function, adjustable trigger, single
shot magazine, barrel dated (D.L.) that puts it at 1942, these were made from 1937 until 1954,
1955 (with a pause during WW-11 1942-1946), Remington only made 12,200 of these rifles our
guess is this one was just prior to war time production stoppage (C&R) .....ccccoveeeviennnee $1250

98-Y Remington .22 LR “Model 513-T Match Master” Target Bolt Rifle 27" barrel with mint
bore, 97%+ original blue, front globe target sight, receiver mounted Redfield aperture sight, dog
leg bolt handle, barrel drilled and tapped for scope blocks, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with
sling swivels, wood shows light scratches and dents, steel buttplate, comes with one magazine,
manufactured 1954 (C&R) ... 907D

99-Y Remington .22 S, L, & LFt “Medel 341 Spertmaster" Tuhe Feed Belt Rn‘le 24 barrel with
good bore, factory sporting open sights, barrel and receiver showing blue going a bit brown,
magazine tube showing dark blue with some wear to bottom side, functioning thumb safety on
rear of bolt, smooth wood stock with sling swivels and normal dents and dings, factory black
plastic buttplate, manufactured 1936-1940 (C&R) ... = ..$195

100-Y Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 341-P Spurtmaster” Tuhe Feed Belt lele 24 barrel
with excellent bright bore, 97% original blue, taking on a brown tinge, hooded blade replaceable
insert front sight and factory fully adjustable “peep” target rear sight plus a period Mossberg 4x
long tube scope in a “Mossberg No. 6” side mount scope base with lever adjusting scope tube,
excellent optics and standard crosshair reticule, minty dark Walnut pistol grip stock with logo
hard rubber checkered buttplate and old 1” leather sling, excellent function (C&R) ........... $425

101-Y Savage .22 LR “Model 19 NRA” Clip Feed Target Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore,
97%+ original blue finish, front sight and rear sight removed, front dovetail blank inserted and
rear has Weaver scope rings with a Weaver B4 scope mounted, scope has plain crosshairs
and partly cloudy optics, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with leather “Jostam” Monte Carlo
cheekpiece added, serrated steel buttplate, leather sling and one magazine, some staining
around buttstock, excellent fUNCHION ....oovveoiee e 3350

CONTINUED =




PACK AND POSTAL CENTER Tel. (978) 368-0910

1 8.0.0.0.0.2.0.0.0.6.0.00.000000086200088008088008000800e080080080808808088808000800808080888088088008.0.6.8.(

102-Y Savage .22 LR “Sporter Model” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25” barrel with very good bore,
95% original blue taking on a brown tinge, factory blade front sight but no dovetail open rear, a
“ranger” 4x target style scope is installed using target scope blocks and external adjusting rear
base, excellent early style Walnut pistol grip stock with grooved forend, 1 %4” sling swivels and
steel buttplate with “Savage for quality” Indian head logo, excellent function (C&R) .......... $365

103-Y Savage .22 S, L, & LR “Model 3-D” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with mint bore,.
97% original blue just starting to fade, factory sporting open sights, excellent figured dark
Walnut pistol grip stock with serrated black hard rubber buttplate, a classic full size single shot
ekt lenteundlign IG8RY rusmmenmensmmemenees R R $185

104-Y Stevens .22 S, L, & LR “Model 87-B” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 24” barrel with mint bore,
factory sporting open sights, 98% original bright blue, excellent hardwood pistol grip stock with
serrated black hard rubber buttplate, some minor nicks and scratches and a coat of extra clear
fiNISH, BXCRIBNT TUNCHION oo e et $195

105-Y Stevens .22 LR “Favorite Model 1915” Single Shot Dropping Block Rifle 24” round
barrel with very good bright bore, 90%+ original blue, front sight is missing its bead, rear sight
is a Marbles sporting open type, very good Walnut straight grip stock with Stevens logo, hard
rubber buttplate with a chunk missing below bottom screw, excellent function (C&R) ....... $265

106-Y Stevens .22 LR “Favorite Model 1915” Single Shot Dropping Block Rifle 24” octagon
barrel with very good bright bore, 97% restoration quality refinish blue and dark muted case
color, excellent refinished Walnut straight grip stock and forend, Stevens logo is “S” shape minty
hard rubber Bultplate; exeallentiUnctipn [O&R] «.mummmususmsssessesmossse $265

107-Y Stevens /Springfield .22 S, L, & LR “Model 53-B” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with
good bore, showing a bulge ring about 2 2" from muzzle, thinning blue to gray with scattered
pin prick pitting, replacement front and rear sights, refinished stock showing staining, dings
and dents, barrel bolt is a new replacement bolt, black plastic buttplate shows non professional
fitment, excellent function, stock shows “FCT” carved into left side (C&R) ....cccceevvvverrienneee. $85

108-Y Stoeger /Uberti .22 LR Model 2200 “Silver Boy” Tube Feed Lever Rifle 19” barrel with
mint bore, 99% original blue and nickel finish, fixed sights, top receiver drilled and tapped,
smooth Walnut straight grip stock and forend wood, original black plastic buttplate, comes
with Weaver rail and screws, original cardboard box, box has matching side label to rifle,
L R 1 L T $495

109-Y Weatherby .22 LR “Model XXII” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 24” barrel with mint bore, 97%
original blue and black anodized finishes, barrel shows some scratches and thinning at muzzle,
front blade brass bead sight is missing hood, express leaf rear sight, grooved receiver, Walnut
skipline checkered pistol grip stock with rosewood forend tip and grip cap, both with white line
spacers, brown rubber Weatherby buttpad with white and black spacer, comes with one 10
round magazine, sling swivels, excellent function, stock shows dings and dents, manufactured
TABZ=1 51 AR TGERT ssruemmmr s s S $745

110-Y Western Field (Mossherg 346) .22 S, L, &LR “Model 842” Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 24”
barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue, factory open sights plus a 4x30mm Western Field
scope on grooved receiver, minty Walnut pistol grip stock, as new overall, made around 1960
1| o TP PP CU TSR TR (W PR TS A SR TRl U CRUP PR TIPS LR TR A TR CR $375

111-Y Western Field .22 S, L, & LR Appears to be a Prewar Savage 25 Pump Rifle 24” octagon
barrel with very good bore, 95%+ original blue going brown, factory open sights, excellent
Walnut pistol grip stock with smooth blued steel buttplate, excellent circular grooved pump
handle, eXCelIENT FUNCTION . ..ot $295

112-Y Winchester .22 LR “Model 63” Auto Carbine 20” barrel with excellent bore but shows a
slight bulge 2” from muzzle, 97% original blue on barrel with 85%+ on action showing thinning
blue going gray along high edges and on bottom of action and triggerguard, original front blade
sight, rear sight removed and filled with a dovetail blank, barrel and action drilled, tapped with
Weaver scope bases mounted, mounted is a Weaver J4 scope that has plain crosshairs with partly
cloudy optics, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock and forend that show normal wear, dings and dents,
steel buttplate, excellent function, 2" year production, manufactured 1933 (C&R) ................ $675

113-Y Winchester .22 LR “Model 74” Butt Tube Feed “Pre War”Auto Rifle 22" barrel with
excellent bore, 97% original blue, open factory sights, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock, steel
buttplate, excellent function, “pop out bolt” for maintenance, manufactured 1942, collector
QIR RI6 G oo sy g o A R $375

114-Y Winchester .22 LR “Model 77” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 22” barrel with bright excellent
bore, 90% original blue with some light thinning mid barrel, scattered light pin prick pitting,
grooved receiver shows some signs of reapplied blue over pin prick pitting, original sights,
Weaver B4 scope mounted, scope has plain crosshairs, clean clear optics, smooth Walnut
pistol grip stock with plastic triggerguard and original buttplate, stock shows light wear, dings
ANA ABNES (C&R) ettt s s a e s esreeaene s $345

115-Y Winchester .22 L & LR “Model 290 Deluxe” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 20 34” barrel with
bright excellent bore, 98%+ original blue showing some light scratches along barrel, original
fixed sights, grooved receiver, press checkered Walnut pistol grip stock and forend, white line
spacer with black serrated Winchester buttplate, excellent function, manufactured 1965-1973
B st e e e S s B Ao A $325

116-Y Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 72 Target” Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 25" round tapered
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue showing some light thinning near barrel address
and light scratches, “No. 97”7 front bead on ramp with removable “hood” sight cover, “No. 80"
peep receiver mounted sight with graduated windage and elevation adjustments, (no dovetail
on barrel) minty Walnut pistol grip stock with black hard rubber Winchester logo buttplate,
bolt cocks on opening, positive twin extractors, side lever safety locking both bolt and trigger,
excellent function, looks near new overall, collector quality (C&R) ..o.ooeevvveriieciceeeeee $485

117-Y Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 72A / Grooved Receiver” Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 25”
barrel with mint bore, 97%+ original blue with some very light scattered pin prick pitting at
muzzle, original open sporting sights, nickel plated bolt, triggerguard and trigger, original
Winchester logo plastic buttplate, excellent function, manufactured around 1957, shows little
aetigl use. colleclorqualil (AR wussmsmmsnssmmssmmmmmss s $485

118-Y Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 141” Buit Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 21" barrel with
mint bore, 98% original blue finish, sporting open sights, grooved receiver mounting a period
“Weaver D4” scope, scope has plain crosshairs, clear optics, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock
showing some finish wear along heel, black plastic buttplate, excellent function (C&R) .....$255

119-Y Winchester.22 S, L, & LR “Model 06” Takedown Pump Rifle 20" barrel with good, lightly
pitted bore, front “number 2” Marble’s sight, Marble’s sporting open rear sight with elevator,
95% re-blue finish on all metal surfaces, smooth Walnut straight grip stock and small grooved
forend are also refinished, manufactured 1910 and still woks fine (C&R) ... $395

120-Y Winchester .22 S, L, & XL “Model 1904” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 21” barrel with excellent
bore showing some light pitting toward muzzle, original open sporting sights, 95% original
blue with spots of peppery pin prick pitting, also shows some scattered light scratches,
smooth gumwood straight grip stock with crescent buttplate and curved “S” shaped extended
triggerguard, both buttplate and triggerguard are toned to gun metal gray with little or no
old case colors left, both show spots of brown pin prick pitting lightly scattered throughout,
manufactured 1914-1927 (C&R) ... ..$395

121-Y Winchester .22 Short “Mudel 1885” “U S Marked” Wmder Lew Wall Musket 28"
barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% nice period refinish blue, stanchion mounted blade front
sight and Lyman “climbing Lyman” fully adjustable peep rear sight, mint refinished Walnut
straight grip stock with forend grapping groove, 1 ¥2” sling swivels and blued steel carbine
style buttplate, “U.S.” and “ordnance bomb” marked upper tang, excellent function, clear sharp
markings, super looker, made in the 1920°s (C&R) ...c.eovvvverieeeeiiecciciiieieee e 997D

SHOTGUNS

122-Y Crescent Arms .410 Gauge “Davis Certified” Model Single Shot Shotgun 3” chamber,
full choke, 26” barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue, 98% nice colorful case hardened
receiver, very good Walnut pistol grip stock with some storage scratches in finish, original
checkered brown plastic buttplate, made in Norwich, CT., excellent function and sharp looking
L O SR VAU TS U WINPT P PR CSRTR TUESUPCRAF TE SUEWT WIE TUU T T $295

123-Y Harrington & Richardson 16 Gauge “Model 120” Tube Feed Bolt Action Shotgun 26~
barrel with good bore, 2 %" chamber and improved cylinder choke, 95% original blue, good
Walnut pistol grips tock with (2) cross pins at wrist for unknown reason (not cracked or broken),
original vent rubber recoil pad has gone hard, looks good and works fine (C&R) ..............$135

124-Y lver Johnson 16 Gauge “Champion” Single Shot Shotgun 30” barrel with good bore,
2 %" chamber and fixed very tight full choke, 95% original blue, and 80% original dark case
colors, very good dark Walnut pistol grip stock with “owl!” logo hard rubber buttplate, front bead
IS missing, works fine and looks very good with a few spots of white paint on wood, looks like a
turkey Shoot WIinner (C&R) ......cccceiiemirriiimesrs s s s sssessssamessssessnesnsssssssnsssssenens $285

125-Y Marlin 20 Gauge “Model 55” Clip Feed Bolt Shotgun 18 %2” cut barrel with mint bore,
fixed cylinder choke, 3” chamber, re-blue finish, single brass bead front sight, smooth Walnut
pistol grip stock with red rubber recoil pad, 2”7 crack at heal, comes with a 2 round detachable
magazine, excellent function, manufactured 1950-1965, these make wonderful dear slug
ST QRETG FUIENT || ommasorusmsss e mpotsomansso oA e A SR SRR $165

126-Y Mossherg 20 Gauge “Model 185D” Clip Feed Bolt Shotgun 26" barrel with bright
excellent bore, 98%+ original bright blue, factory screw on Mossberg choke with modified
tube installed, 2 3" chamber, single brass bead front sight, mint smooth Walnut pistol grip
stock with Schnabel forend, black plastic finger groove triggerguard that is flush fitted to grip,
black serrated plastic buttplate, comes with one magazine, green gem at safety lever is missing,
excellent function, these are great multi purpose shotguns for all hunting purposes, shows little
or no actual use (C&R) .....ccccceueee. . $235

127-Y Marlin 12 Gauge “Mudel 17" Sllde Aetlen Shutgun 28 barrel Wlth geod but dlrty bore,
cylinder choke, someone painted the entire metal surface in black paint which is now flaking off,
good sound straight grip Walnut stock with serrated hard rubber buttplate, looks terrible but
WOIKS TINELGARI sessmmemmmme s s S R S S U S $135

128-Y Mossherg 12 Gauge “Model 500A” Slide Action Shotgun 28” barrel with wide (2) bead
vent rib, 3" chamber and screw in improved cylinder Mossberg “accu choke” tube, 98% original
blue, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with impress checkering and hardened vent rubber recoil
DA WOTKBETING oumommmsmesmesn s s e e e e e e e e g $325

129-Y New England Firearms 12 Gauge “Pardner” Top Break Single Shot Shotgun 27 12" barrel
with 3" chamber and modified choke showing a bright excellent bore with light skid marks,
single brass bead front sight that sits flush with barrel, 98% original blue and fancy tiger stripe
grain, 95% case colors on the receiver, lever style barrel opener and ejector, smooth Walnut
pistol grip stock and forend wood stock looks to have a repair along back tang, black plastic
buttplate ... . .. $135

130-Y Sears (Messherg) 12 Gauge “Mudel 446 511761 (500 ALS)” Slug Gun 2 Barrel Pump
Shotgun 18” smooth bore slug barrel with fixed cylinder choke, 2 %" chamber with excellent
bore, spare 28" plain barrel with fixed modified choke, 2 34" chamber with excellent bore, 99%
original blue, raised front sight, folding leaf rear sight, top of receiver is factory drilled and taped
for scope bases, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with rubber recoil pad, grooved forend wood,
excellent function, manufactured 1977-1980 .. $315

131-Y Sears (Savage) 410 Gauge “Model 1[I1 100/96 Smgle Shut Tup Break Shutgun 26”
barrel, 3" chamber with fixed full choke and bright excellent bore, 97%+ original blue on barrel,
receiver shows 98% black enamel finish with loss along sharp edges, smooth hardwood pistol
grip stock and forend, black polymer buttplate, push button barrel release, extractor, rebounding
hammer, functions properly (C&R) ...cvvieeeiieeeiii et $155

132-Y Smith & Wesson 12 Gauge “Model 1000-S” “Skeet” Autoloader Shotgun 25” vent rib
barrel with mint bore, 2 34" chamber, skeet choke, (15) slot cut factory compensator and glow
bar front sight, 99% original blue with roll engraved receiver, minty dark Walnut, nicely grained
pistol grip stock with cut checkering, “S&W” logo plastic grip cap, S&W logo black plastic
buttplate and a nice oil finish, looks near new with a steel receiver, excellent function and a super
autoloader ready to go on the skeet field .. - ...$595

133-Y Winchester 16 Gauge “Model 1912” Earlv Pump Shutgun 26 plaln barrel unth uery good
bore, 2 %’ chamber and full fixed choke, 60% thinning/graying original blue, no pitting just field
use wear, plain pistol grip buttstock with logo hard rubber buttplate, pump handle is very good
with checkering and finer grooves, made in 1915 and still works fine (C&R) .....................$235

134-Y Winchester .410 Gauge “Model 37A” Single Shot Shotgun 26” barrel with mint bore,
3" chamber and fixed full choke, 98% original bright blue, roll engraved receiver, gold trigger,
excellent hardwood pistol grip stock with impress checkering showing a little loss of finish
scattered about, checkered black plastic Winchester logo buttplate, marked “Winchester” over

“New Haven, Conn.” on right side of barrel, excellent function .. " ...$285

135-Y Winchester .410 Gauge “Model 41” Single Shot Bolt Shutgun 24 barrel wr[h excellent
bright bore marked “full” choke, 95% original blue with triggerguard going brown, factory bead
front and tiny open rear sights, very good Walnut pistol grip stock that shows hunting use nicks
and dings, wood has been cleaned at some point, “Winchester Repeating Arms” logo checkered
hard rubber buttplate, excellent function (C&R) ........ccouveeeiveceieeeeeeeceeeeeeeee e 9375




REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle ® Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC ¢ 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE GUN
SEMIAUTO

Russian mainstay

of WWII and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(3) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

Call us about California complient models of this gun.

s 4

Cleaning kit and sling

W $4995.00

included

GZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH

TORCH CUT Cal.7.62x54R
RECENERASPERBATF g Y

T

Belts included

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

= b
| l"(

$1995.00

.,4——[-

-y

308 1919 A4

Semi Automatic Belt Loaders
Available at

 U.S. Gl Parts $369

¢ Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
¢ Metal links and manual included
* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

Exact copy of U.S.
1919A4 LMG

BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$369.00

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.

* Google for more info.
* A few available.

$2995.00

Plus shipping

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP (7.65mm)

aval

e Hard case

¢ (2) 20rd magazine

¢ Owners manual

e Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00
Semi-auto receivers $395.00

Extra 20rd mags
lable for $30.00

M79 GRENADE LAUNGHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500
Complete $3,000

40mm

Complete guns -
$7,900 !

M240B LMG SEMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories
* Tripods available

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZINES
For the SWD M-11 OMM SMG

* 60 rounders $99.00

* Over 18,000 sold-Supplies running low

¢ Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

szg -00 30 Rounders j | )| l

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG StMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

'F _ + Tripods and
| scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections, Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!

s

=4 WEBSITE: www.ReconOrd.com e=s

m

FULL TIME CLASS Ill DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975
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RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text,
EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

WANTED!

ALL TYPES OF LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

Estate and Machine Gun Appraisals!

Before selling your guns, please call me and make
sure you are getting the most for them!
Consistently providing Excellend and Discreet Service
& fairly priced high quality machine guns since 1985!

Attorney available for trust or estate matters.

** WE PAY UP FRONT **

100% of the agreed price before you ship your guns!
You will never have to wait until I sell your guns in
order to be paid!

100% risk, worry & hassle free transactions!
Avoid the uncertainty of consignment or brokering.
Specializing in investment grade transferable
machineguns.

Specialist in law enforcement purchases
and cashless trades!

OVERNIGHT FUNDING!
| pay the ATF tax & do all the

WWW.Sllﬁ[]llllS.COIIl paperwork! | provide shipping

RECOMMENDED supplies, heavy duty container
n DEALERS LIST & pay S&H!

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

ELECTED TO
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IDOUGIAS RU(CARTIISON

Anthue American Lirearms

# P.O.Box 71035-GD N
Des Moines, lowa 50325

Telephone: 515-224-6552

FULL COLOR
MAIL ORDER CATALOGS OF
FINE ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers
From The Time Period 1848 to 1898. Colt, Remington,
Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert And Many Others.

Each Item Is Described In Accurate Detail.

Large 40 to 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class

Mail Every 6 to 12 Months. Many Items Are Pictured.
A Subscn tion To 5 Issues Is $4O In The US Onl .

“42 Years ofAntzque Firearms Catalogs™

WEATHERBY FACTORY
AMMUNITION AND BRASS

240 WBY 100 GR HIL
257 WBY 100 GRHIL
6.5 RPM WBY 140 GR HIL

6.5-300 WBY 140 GR HIL
270 WBY 130 GRHIL
7mm WBY 154 GR HILH
300 WBY 180 GR HIL
338 RPM WBY 225 GR HIL

340 WBY 225 GR HSP
375 WBY 300 GR NP

30-378 WBY 180 GR HIL

338-378 WBY 225 GR BTTSX

378 WBY 300 GR HRN
416 WBY 400 GR HRN

@ $150.00

@ $150.00
@ $180.00

460 WBY 500 GR HFMJ @ $180.00

ONCE FIRED BRASS 224, 240, 257, 6.5 RPM,

6.5-300, 270, 7mm, 300, 338 RPM,340 @5$35.00

30-378,338-378,378 & 460
NEW UNPRIMED BRASS 224,
240, 257, 6.5 RPM, 6.5-300, 270, 7mm,

300, 338 RPM & 340
375,30-378,338-378, 378,

416 & 460 @ $120.00

Free Shipping
Minimum Order of 5 boxes
No Sales Tax

CALL JACK @ 706-462-2034

SMLtdEI"? i [w]

FIREARMS fof COLLECTORS  s%ess "see 52" o :"° "%

. e 9 Ea ® 8 @ e}
Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 %% ®_8 _8e8aes 88 ses

=

Over 20, 000 unthue and modern guns ininventory!

Www.SIMPSONLID.com

GUNDIGEST.COM
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25% INVENTORY
REDUCTION SALE! W AY NE
CONTACT US TODAY!
M1 CARBINE PARTS
Download Our FREE Catalog!! DRI SKI I I
www.bestcarbineparts.com

Carbine Barrels
Stock Potiches MINIATURE FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Slings & Early Oilers
Stocks & Handguards

Type I Early Flip Sights SN
| xbrepar s Dealing in fine hand crafted,

“Flat & Round Bolts: $95.00 & Up museum quality miniature firearms.
*Front Bands Type I, II & I1I

“Front & Rear Sights Sales, buying, consignments, appraisals.
*Swivels (All Mfgs.): $18.00 & Up

*Mag. Rel. Type I, I1 & I1I: $32.00 & Up

*M1A1 Recoil Plate Covers: $65.00 S _-’——
*M1A1 Butt Plate Springs: $10.00

*M1AL1 Coil Springs (Pistol Grip): $10.00 PO BOX 2829, Pearland’ TX 77588

“Type I Band Screws: $7.50

*** Celebrating 30+ Years*** Office: (281) 485-1830
L&S SUPPLY, INC. Cell: (281) 468-7103

22211 Lofton Ave. N

_ AT, HAN 35073 Email: wdriskill@hotmail.com
E-Mail: Issupply@spacestar.net

Or call: (651)773-9972 www.waynedriskillminiatures.com
15 DAY 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Modern day Riflestocks, at Old fashion Prices

Semi Custom Stocks -- Rifle-Stocks.com
SALE! NEW INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
Brown/Brown, Camo, or Black/Grey Laminate Only $129

= WANTEID=

2FAST AND FAIR OFFER
2IMMEDIATE PAYMENT FOR KNIVES
?NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR SMALL e

ALE’

WOLVERINE STYLE

3 COMMEMORATIVE s \\ Short Varmint Forearm Grip Finger Grooves'
»CUSTOM . ﬂf_‘} FREE Rosewood Tlp & Cap
» ANTIQUE | G é

WOLVERINE THUMBHOL
Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves §139
& Short 2-1/4” Varmint Forearm & up
Available in Claro/Black Walnut, Enghsh Maple, or Laminated

Stocks for over 100 bolt actions
spanning over 100 years!

BLUE RIDGE KNIVES é S §

166 ADWOLFE RD. * DEPTGD * MARION, VA 24354
PHONE 276-783-6143 * FAX 2767839298
WWW.BLUERIDGEKNIVES.NET

Bolt Actions Only

COLLECTOR
FIREARMS
CATALOG

TAC-DRIVER SILHOUETTE STYLE
Palm Swell, Thumbhole Grip with Finger Grooves

Varmint Forearm Grip & 3/8” Vents
Brown or Black Laminate Only $149 Other Colors Available!
Stocks are unfinished & ready for sanding- 96% & 99% inlets

Win., Colt, Rem., Marlin
’ ’ g i Left Hand, 2 1/4” Varmint, or Thumbhole’s--Add $17
Sav. & Dbils. 100% Money Back Guarantee!
$ l O OO U S Order Now: S&H $17.50, Add $3 each addit. Visa, MC, COD($11)

Economy, No Discount $69 |Grade A Fancy $150
1 FREE SAMPLE Standard Grade $95 |[Grade AA Fancy $199
Select Grade $107|Grade AAA Extra Fancy $279
Semi-Fancy - NOW $119 $+29 [Exhibition - 100% Figur $379
LARRY’S GUN ROOM ——— — -
RICHARDS MICROFIT STOCKS, Inc.
105 N. 8th Street, Beresford. SD 57004 Call Now! 1-800-895-7420 Rifle-Stocks.com

605-763-5090 PO Box 1066, SUN VALLEY, CA 91352
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' 'Dautd Rac!uuaﬂ PO. Box 932

Hilliard, Ohic 43026-0932 - U.S.A.
Phone (614) 777-0785 « Fax (614) 777-0796
E-Mail drachwal4u@aol.com

www.HANDGUNSorTHEWORLD.com

OLD, RARE AND UNUSUAL
CLASSIC - ANTIQUE - MILITARY - BUY - SELL - TRADE

" GUN GOLLEGTIONS WANTED! !

(any size)

Pre-64 Winchesters ® American Doubles ¢ Gollectable Remingtons
e Sakos ¢ Weatherbys ¢ Colts * Smith & Wesson

Will pay a PREMIUM for Collector Quality Guns.
50 Years in gun business. TRY ME BEFORE YOU SELL!

RANDY S. SHUMAN

P.0. Box 177, 321 Steelstown Road, Newville, PA 17241
Phone: 717-776-7861 FAX: 717-776-7034
Email: shumanguns@hotmail.com

WRIST WATCHES

BUY & SELL NEW OR USED
Rolex, Omega, Patek Philippe, Cartier, Panerai & Others

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE ROLEX

PO Box 471, Dublin, OH 43017
614-371-7111 ¢ e-mail; billewmw2.com

\-

TRADER KEITH RIFLE STRAP

_?"@ L $75 Call Now 800-338-3146
MI©©) -
CLIPS

Ranch Products makes Full Moon Clips for
all of the popular revolvers for 45 years.

RANCHPRODUCTS.com
P.O. Box 145 Malinta, Ohio 43535 www.traderkeith.com

stevenacrawford@msn.com
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E5861 Herzberg Road
ion, Wi 54950
(715) 754 - 2891

P3 MONO- PO

The Complete
Guide to

GUNS PAST
& PRESENT

) e ' —RONAL g
I
J GunD Ihe "IU‘H“’(“(‘d 1% I8

History of oo

Fl Ire arms

From the \IH‘-II cum Sl‘(()\")“)rllﬂ\i
t Sugicn | Doug Wickiumd | Philip Schories

Product No. R8090

GunDigestStore.com
0r call 9204714522

FOR DETAILS ON ALL THREE EVENTS, GO TO

CONNECT WITH US AT #BLADESHOW €3

GUNDIGEST.COM




Your Guide to the
Firearms Lifestyle!

Now in its 79th edition, the 2025 Gun Digest still reigns as “The World's
Greatest Gun Book!” Rifles, handguns, shotguns, ammo, optics,
muzzleloaders ... if it has anything to do with guns and shooting, you'll find
it here. Written and edited by the industry’s leading writers and experts, this
is the book that every firearms fanatic needs. Get yours today!

THE WORLD’S GREATEST GUN BOOK!

S0 Red, White & Bive-Collar Gunbuilders:
Ameri¢a’s Thriving
Firearms Manufacturers

Gunsite

Service
Plstols y.

SOMETHING
FOR EVERY
SHOOTER!

* RIFLES
 HANDGUNS
» SHOTGUNS
« OPTICS
 AMMO

EDITED BY

PHILIP P. MASSARO

Order online at GunDigestStore.com
or call 920.471.4522

aMazZonCcom Also available on Amazon in print and e-book!
N
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RESURGENCE
OF VALUE

T ——

Christensen’'s Evoke
Hunter is entry-level and
feature heavy.

/ — !\1‘ L ‘
4 \ L)
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THE RESURGENCE OF VALUE //RICHARD MANN
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n 1979, I purchased my first center-
fire rifle. (My dad actually bought
the rifle because I was not old
enough, but I paid for it with mon-

tures hunters want today, like a synthetic
stock and Cerakote finish resistant to the
elements. It did not have a detachable
magazine, a scope rail, a threaded muzzle
or brake, or a bipod attachment point.
The new Evoke rifle from Christensen
Arms has all those things and a retail
price of $898.99.

Modern manufacturing techniques
have reduced the cost of making fire-
arms, and the demands of hunters have

ey | earned from a paper route.) It was a
brand-new Remington Model 700 ADL,
and it cost $223. Based on inflation,
today that rifle would cost about $981.
That rifle shot well but it was plain-Jane
with a walnut stock and blued steel. It did
not have any of the modern and cool fea-

~ Some magazine
removal issues oc-
curred with the test
rifle, but only when the
magazine was force-
fully inserted into the
magazine well.

S
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increased the standard features we now
expect to see on a new rifle. Christensen
Arms has been listening to what hunters
want in terms of both features and price,
and their new Evoke rifle is a manifesta-
tion of that. I recently tested one of the
Evoke rifles chambered in 6.5 Creed-
moor, and Christensen Arms is clearly
onto something.

THE DETAILS
Christensen Arms announced the Evoke
rifle in 2024, but samples did not make it
out of the factory until early 2025. While
visiting Christensen Arms last year, [ saw
a prototype of the Evoke, but between
then and now the design changed just a
bit. Christensen Arms pioneered the car-
bon-fiber-wrapped barrel, and then they
perfected it. As an entry-level rifle, the
Evoke comes with a 416R stainless steel
barrel, but this barrel is button rifled and
hand-lapped at the factory. The barrel
also has the muzzle threaded at a %x24
pitch and the rifle comes standard with a
removable, stainless steel, premium RFR
muzzle brake.

Barrel lengths range from 16.25 to
22 inches depending on the cartridge.
The 7mm Backcountry is available with
either a 16.25- or 20-inch barrel, and
the 6.5 PRC, .270 Winchester, 7mm
Remington Magnum, 7mm PRC, .30-06,
300 Winchester Magnum, .300 PRC and
375 H&H all come with a 22-inch bar-

GUNDIGEST.COM




rel. Evoke rifles in .243 Winchester, 6.5
Creedmoor, .308 Winchester and .450
Bushmaster have a 20-inch barrel, and
the .350 Legend is the only Evoke with an
18-inch barrel. Regardless of the cham-
bering, all barrels are fully free-floated.
Christensen Arms attaches the barrel

to a newly crafted action that they de-
signed in-house at Christensen Armes. It
has a bolt with a radially fluted body, two
lugs, a 90-degree throw, and a M 16/
Sako-style extractor and a plunger ejec-
tor like on that first Remington 700 I
bought more than 40 years ago. Regard-
less of the cartridge the Evoke is cham-
bered for, the action is the same size. It
does not come in short, long and mag-
num lengths. This adds weight for short-
action cartridges, but it does reduce
manufacturing costs. The bolt handle
has an octagonally shaped knob thats a
tad bit—but not too much—oversized.

[t seems just about perfect for fast and
positive bolt operation.

The rifle feeds from a detachable poly-
mer magazine made by MDT, and it has
a three-round capacity, regardless of the
cartridge. You release the magazine by
pushing a lever in the trigger guard. Also,
inside the trigger guard, you'll find an ad-
justable TriggerTech trigger. The trigger
on the test rifle broke crisp and clean at
about 3 pounds, and [ left it throughout
all testing.

The Evokes barreled action is housed
inside a synthetic polymer stock. There
are actually four versions of the Evoke,
and the different stocks are what set them
apart. On the standard Evoke, the stock
is a flat OD green color. The Mossy Oak
version of the Evoke, which has a retail
price of $948.99, has a stock with the
Mossy Oak Bottomland camo finish.
Next is the Hunter version of the Evoke.
Christensen Arms finishes the Hunter’s
stock with one of their own camo pat-
terns, and it retails for $998.99. The final
version of the Evoke is the Precision

GUNDIGEST.COM

model. It retails for $1,048.99; it’s the
most expensive of the four, but it has
Christensen Arms hex camo pattern,
and it also comes with an adjustable
carbon-fiber cheek riser.

All versions of the Evoke include a
short, three-slot, Picatinny rail section at
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the tip of the forend, and this rail section
has an integral sling mount attachment
point. All Evoke rifles also have what
Christensen Arms calls a hybrid grip
angle thats nearly perpendicular to the
barrel. A very neat and attractive feature
of the Evokes stock is the texturing on

In addition to com-
ing out of the box
with a threaded
muzzle, the Evoke
alsocomes with a
removable, stain-
less steel, premium
RFR muzzle brake.

The radial fluted
bolt on the Chris-
tensen Arms Evoke
rifle has a bolt
handle perfectly
sized for positive
and fast operation.

The bolt on the
Christensen

Arms Evoke has

a plunger-style
ejector and an ex-
tractor that’s kind
of across between
an M16 and Sako-
type extractor.
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SHOOTING RESULTS

LOAD PRECISION

CHRISTENSEN
AF\) M S Remington 129-grain Core-Lokt Tipped 2,992 2,564
[(O)K Nosler 140-grain Whitetail Country 2,723 14 2,305 1.21
Hornady 143-grain ELD-X Precision Hunter 2,736 6 L T 0.61

LENGTH: 42 inches
NEIGHT: 7.69 pounds (as tested)

BARREL:16.25 to 22 inches depending on
chambering, with 5/8x24 threaded muzzle
and RFR brake

ACTION: Two-lug, 90-degree bolt action

RIGGER: Adjustable TriggerTech

_APACITY: 3+1 detachable MDT polymer
magazine

-INISH: Cerakote
STOCK: Synthetic/polymer

CHAMBI .243 Winchester, 6.5
Creedmoor 5 5 PRC 270 Winchester, 7mm
Remington Magnum, 7mm PRC, 7mm Back-
country, .308 Winchester, .30-06 Springfield,
.300 Winchester Magnum, .300 RPC and
.350 Legend

PRICE: $898.99

the grip panels at the grip and along the

forend. Not only does this texturing look

good, but it also provides a very sure
gripping surface when the rifle is wet. [

know this as fact because during the first

range session with the rifle, a downpour

nearly drowned me and the rifle. Finally,

The Evoke is a new
entry-level rifle from
Christensen Arms, and
it’s loaded with the
features many modern
hunters want.
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Notes: Muzzle velocity (VEL), standard deviation (SD) and energy (ENG) were
established by firing 10 shots over a chronograph. Reported (PRECISION) reflects the
average of three, five-shot groups with each load from a sandbag rest at 100 yards.

and important is the fact the Evoke
rifle—regardless of the version—comes
with a three-shot, sub-MOA guarantee
and a limited lifetime warranty.

RANGE TIME

Before I get into the shooting, I want

to address the only issue | experienced
with the rifle. Sometimes I struggled to
remove the three-round MDT magazine.
[ could clearly see when I depressed the
release that the latch freed the magazine,
but sometimes the magazine was just
damned stubborn and did not want to
come out. At other times it was easy to
remove.

Upon further investigation I discov-
ered that I only had the magazine re-
moval issues when [ aggressively inserted
it. Then, the front of the magazine went
just a tad too far in. However, regardless
of how [ inserted the magazine, it always
fed cartridges without failure. If I gently

AVERAGE: 0.98

inserted the magazine, it was easy to re-
move, but not a drop free. 'm not a fan of
a drop-free magazine on a hunting rifle,
because I've seen that lead to trouble too
many times. Is this an issue endemic to
all Evokes? [ dont know, but its some-
thing you can check when handling an
Evoke before you buy it.

At nearly 7% pounds, the Evoke is on
the heavy side, but I thought the rifle bal-
anced well with a bit of muzzle heaviness
for ofthand shooting. The 20-inch barrel
on the 6.5 Creedmoor version is suppres-
sor friendly, and, as you would expect, a
suppressor made the Evoke even more
muzzle heavy. Is a muzzle-heavy rifle a
bad thing? Yes and no. Muzzle heaviness
can help you when shooting oft-hand
and seems to help stabilize a rifle a bit
when shooting from a rest. The only time
it becomes a hindrance is when you're
trying to handle the rifle swiftly or when
trying to track a moving animal for a
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The new Evokerifle
from Christensen Arms
comes with a lot of
features modern hunt-
ers demand.

The polymer stock on
the Evokerifle features
a near vertical grip,
finished with a very
attractive and useful
texturing.

For those who like to
shoot from a bipod or
tripod, they will really
appreciate the integral
section of rail on the
tip of the Evoke’s
forend.

shot. If you have no plans to shoot at
moving critters, and if you always at least
intend to shoot from a rest, it will not
negatively impact your shooting at all.
Speaking of shooting from a rest, the
short section of Picatinny rail thats inte-
gral to the Evoke’s forend was perfect for
bipod or tripod attachment. I attached
a Spartan Precision Pic rail adapter and
did a lot of shooting from their Ascent
tripod and their Javelin bipod. If you like
to shoot with either a tripod or bipod,
you will really, really, appreciate this rail
section because it greatly simplifies the
process. That short section of Picatinny
rail remained solidly attached to the
Evokes stock throughout all the shooting,.
[ tested three loads in the Evoke for
precision while shooting from a sandbag
rest at 100 yards, by firing three, five-shot
groups with each load. Two of the loads
tested averaged just a bit more than an
inch, but the rifle really liked Hornadys
143-grain ELD-X Precision Hunter load.
Every group fired with that load was less
than an inch and the average for three,
five-shot groups was a very respectable
0.61 inch.

THE LAST WORD

Like with all rifle manufacturers that
offer an affordable, entry-level rifle, I'm
sure Christensen Arms hopes that those
who purchase an Evoke may someday
upgrade to another, higher-end, Chris-
tensen Arms rifle like the Ridgeline FFT,
which costs about twice as much as the
Evoke. That might very well happen,
especially since the Ridgeline FFT rifle is
noticeably lighter. However, a lot of hunt-
ers might very well be content with their
Evoke and never purchase another rifle. |
think this is a practical possibility, espe-
cially if the magazine issue I experienced
was just a fluke with the test rifle and not
representative of the entire line.

Any way you look at it, the Chris-
tensen Arms Evoke is a great representa-
tive of how hunting rifle manufacturing
has evolved. Christensen Arms has load-
ed this rifle with many of the features the
modern hunter expects, it shoots well,
and Christensen is offering it at a fair and
reasonable price. GDTM
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THE ART
OF TORQUER:
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Screwing @
parts on &% =
guns | [
requires |
finesse &
attention
to detail.
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The Faxon FX7in 6 GT is a great long-range

platform, especially in an MDT chassis. All the
bells and whistles on this gun, from the M-Lok ac-
cessories to action screws, Vortex optics package
in ADM mount, and the suppressor mount will use
different torque specs.

——
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.....
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THE ART OF TORQUE //JOSH WAYNER
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ssembling guns and optics to consider is proper torque on your parts  of these subcultures have become much

is one of those things that and screws, something that has eluded more intense than just circles of hobby-

seems to generate a lot of many people over the years. ists. You end up seeing this much more

controversy. There are some commonly in the old-world way of doing
right ways and some wrong ways to do THE MYSTICS things, where we were working with a lim-
things—and this, of course, has led to Gun culture has bred some very interest- ited amount of knowledge and a limited
people performing some rituals border- ing subcultures over the years, and many number of available guns. This isn' to say

that the old timers had it wrong; they just
didn't have standardized parts and a mas-
sive aftermarket that peer-reviews itself
against consumer demand to deliver more

ing on voodoo. Everyone seems to have
their own way of doing things.
Assembling bolt guns, AR rifles and
optics isnt magic—though there are some
considerations that you'll want to make as
you go about the process. The main factor

-

These are some tools
that count as danger-
ous for many guns dur-
ing assembly. You can
generate a lot more
force than you may
imagine with simple
had tools.

A kit from Fix It Sticks:
This little pouch has
a myriad of tools that
will keep your gunsin
running condition.

HOENBsLLE

Mounting thermal or
night vision, in this case
an Armasight Jockey,
ontorails andin front of
day optics requires high
repeatably in mounts
and screw tension to
achieve the bestre-
sults. Therifleisa 6mm
ARC from PWS and

has a slew of advanced
features and optics
from Vortex.
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and more cutting-edge products.

Yet, the lingering effects of these old
days remains.

[f you wanted a custom hunting rifle,
the fashion of the day was to modify
military rifles, mainly Mauser, Enfield
and Springfield variants. These guns were
cheap, ammo was plentiful, and above all
they were reliable. The military features
were honestly never a problem for accu-
racy. I personally own and fire many guns
over a century old and in full military
stocks and had shot in the CMP National
Matches at Camp Perry for over 20 years.
The limiting factors are scope mounting
and iron sights, not necessarily the poten-
tial mechanical accuracy of the rifle.

Nevertheless, the gunsmithing boom
of the post-World War II era saw most of
what we today call "Fudd Lore™ propagate.

Our modern day has seen the end of
many so-called necessary processes for
both guns and optics: bedding actions
and lapping scope rings are function-
ally unnecessary. Because most of our
barrels for pistols, bolt guns and AR
platforms come pre-headspaced and
ready to use out of the box, we have the
luxury of needing a few tools to accom-
plish our own “custom” builds to suit
our needs right on a bench top.

However, there are still tools that the

......
,,,,,,,,,,,,,

......
.......
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tasks at-hand today demand, namely ap-
plying consistency in force and torque for
assembly. In this modular era, you still
need to have skill to pull oft some of these
things, and doing it wrong can cause a fair
bit of damage to your gear.

DON’T GET SCREWED (LITERALLY)
Most rifles today are assembled with sev-
eral threaded parts that require a knowl-
edge of torque to install correctly. The AR
rifle, for instance, has screws all over it,
from grip screws to the buffer tube, muz-
zle and upper receiver. Because the AR is
largely aluminum or some blend of metal
incorporating it, we need to be really care-
ful to not cause damage to it, as this is not
exactly hard metal and is quite easily dam-
aged. Yes, it is fully possible to assemble an
AR too loosely, but you'll notice the wiggle
right away:.

[he only part that I've seen come loose
more than a handful of times is the buf-
fer tube castle nut. The part that I've seen
installed far too tight is the barrel nut.
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People get really upset with this part and
sometimes try to force it to index. Dont
do this. There are companies that make
shims, and it is very possible to shear the
front off of your upper.

[n my many years of building AR plat-
form rifles, this is an area in which [ have
made mistakes. Making the barrel nut
tighter doesnt mean you'e going to make
your upper more secure; in fact, youre
putting a lot of stress on a relatively thin
piece of metal by cranking too aggressive-
ly. The AR barrel is already headspaced to
the barrel extension, not the upper receiv-
er. The barrel nut simply holds it in place.

Likewise, the other parts on the AR
dont need to be adjusted with a cheater
bar: You dont need to get most of the
threaded parts over hand-tight. For in-
stance, there is no reason to apply 100 ft-1b
to the grip screw. When I build an AR,

[ never apply more than 65 ft-Ib to any-
thing. You can break or damage parts very
easily, and to make it worse, the harder
you go the more deformed the threads

Tightening castle
nuts can be done
with small tools
aswellas big ones
..althoughitis far
easier to damage
parts with more
leverage.

This Geissele
handguard has rec-
ommended torque
specs engraved.
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THE ART OF TORQUE //JOSH WAYNER

LOCTITE

| gset asked a lot about

Loctite. A number of

thread lockers are out there, but
Loctite is the most well-known

brand, and | think the best. That

said, if you want to seriously damage
your guns, start a Loctite crusade. Not
every part needs thread locker, and in
many cases, people seriously overes-
timate how few times a properly fitted
screw will start to loosen.

| use Loctite Blue on many parts that are
not under heat stress, such as action
screws on bolt guns and on occasion a
minor dab on ring cap screws, but this is
rare. Loctite Redisone that | use only on
suppressor mounts and receiver screws
for scope mounts | absolutely don’t want
moving or being removed. | use Loctite
Red on my suppressor mounts because |
don’t want to have my mounts come off
with my cans, simple as that.

| never use Loctite of any kind on sup-
pressors or anywhere on an AR except
installing a muzzle device that will be
interacting with a suppressor. Never use
it on a bolt-action barrel oron an AR bar-
rel nut. You need heat to get the thread-
locker to soften, and the metals used in
these places shouldn’t get exposed to

a torch.

Play it safe and, if you have a doubt
about threadlocker, don’t use it.
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Pictured hereis a highly destructive item that can
cause serious damage to your property. The other
is Hornady 6 GT match

This Vortex 1-6 with a piggybacked Vortex red dot
inan ADM mount has several types of screws and
levers, all of which need to be adjusted to different
specs. Be careful to use the correct torque specs
for each type.

16| GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |AUGUST 2025

can get, making a rebuild or parts swap
dithcult.

Many people dont realize you can
very easily apply, potentially, hundreds of
pounds of force on a screw with just your
hands. Crushing things together deforms
them, and this will come into play far
more as you keep reading,

People who are unfamiliar with guns
think they are indestructible, but in real-
ity many guns and optical assemblies are
quite delicate. You can damage a $2,000 ri-
fle by over tightening the action screws. If
they are specced out for 65 pounds, dont
make it 200 just to make it stronger—that
doesn't work that way.

[n thisarticle, we see an MDT chassis,
and it comes with explicit instructions
to tighten action screws to 65 pounds.
When you tighten to this amount, you
can make note that you can obviously go
a little more, but dont. These are hardened
steel screws going into a hardened steel
action, sandwiching an aluminum chassis.
You can, in fact, create crushing damage
to all parts involved by going too hard. If
things are too loose, you'll induce dam-
age by simply beating the parts to death
under recoil. Scopes are a big one here;
aloose scope is typically going to be a
broken scope. Withstanding recoil is what
they are designed for and should have no
movement front-to-back.

BOLT IT ON

Bolt-action customization is a grow-
ing trend for home builders. Where
this used to be the territory of the AR,
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many bench tops are now equipped
with barrel vices for installing barrels
onto receivers. Several companies offer
pre-fit barrels that work with their own
receivers and some aftermarket as well.
The three main brands I use are Faxon,
Aero and Zermatt.

[ts much easier to get involved in the
bolt gun trend than ever before. The
main accessory you'll need is a barrel
vice, which will bolt to your bench and
then clamp around the barrel. [ use an
off-the-shelf model from Brownells
with wooden inserts.

The next things you'll need are
action-specific wrenches. Usually, the
company that makes the action has
their own wrenches. For instance, |
have one each for Faxon and Aero that
insert into the receiver, allowing the use
of a ratchet to turn the action at its lugs.
Do not ever attempt to put a screw-
driver or file to pry into the ejection
port and tighten it down—this is dan-
gerous. Youd be surprised at how easy
it is to bend or break a receiver.

Most barrels aren't held on with a
million pounds of force either, usu-
ally just around 65 to 70 pounds. This
might seem light, but were dispelling
the old knowledge at the same time as
were making progress. The old-world
guns were sometimes cryogenically
bonded with their barrels, meaning the
barrels were installed on the receivers
after being essentially shrunken in a
deep freeze and then timed to the ac-
tion. As it heated up, it swelled into the

GUNDIGEST.COM



receiver ... thus bonding them. Getting
these barrels off an action was usually
destructive to the barrel and not great
for the actions either.

About half of my actions have inte-
gral optic rails machined directly in.
Others like legacy Rem 700 and even
new Zermatt actions have a separate
scope rail. This isn't a big deal, but it does
also come with some interesting prob-
lems. These screws are often very delicate
and easily damaged. The very small size
and fine thread makes for a bad day if
you strip them out. Being careful and
closely following recommended torque

[Eaia
I

settings is critical here. This is the one
area on a bolt gun that I do use strong
Loctite, but that is a personal choice, and
[ tend to leave my optic bases in place
once they are installed. I treat this asa
permanent situation. You will absolutely
want to use a torque limiter even if you
are working with Loctite.

GUNDIGEST.COM

Fix It Sticks torque lim-
iters come in various
poundage, and you’ll
want to make sure you
have theright one for
your task.

Special products often
have special tools. For
instance, the Vortex
Impact 4000 range-
finder has a special nut
key to tighten it on.

Handguns also benefit
from specialized tools,
and nowadays as

we mount optics to
slides, the need to limit
torgue and keep fine
screws from damageis
only increasing.

SCOPE MOUNTING PROBLEMS
Scope mounting should be done from
the ground up. There are schools of
thought that say otherwise, but I treat
it as radiating from the receiver. Once
your base is installed, you need to
install the rings to the base—but only
loosely. I typically set my scopes where

ul
e
oy
| -
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[ want on the rail and move the rings

to where they look and function best.
The ring nuts should be on the same
side. Then, I put the ring caps on and
again only loosely tighten them to
where | can still move the scope to level
it. Next, I push each ring forward in

its rail slot and tighten them down to
recommend poundage. After, I level
and finalize placement of the scope and
again follow recommended poundage
to slowly tighten each screw down. |
only do one ring at a time to prevent
excess movement. Do not try to “crush”
the rings down.

[f youre using a mount, the same
thought processes apply, but you'll want
to install and tighten it to the receiver
first, be it with QD levers like on my
ADM mounts here or classic nuts like
on the Badger Ordnance. | again repeat
my ring cap steps after leveling it out.
To make things faster for myself, I use
an old forend on a tripod to create a
perfectly flat, uniform plane for all my
QD and one-piece mounts. This has
bubble levels all over it and allows me
to quickly get a reticle leveled without
having to try to put levels on my guns.
This is a uniforming method that works
really well. All you need is a tripod, lit-
tle ARCA plate and an AR forend with
some rail-mounted bubble levels.

PLAY IT SAFE

The main takeaway you should get
from this rambling prose is to take it
easy with your gear and follow recom-
mendations. Under-tight screws create
unsafe situations, loss of accuracy and
damage to parts. Over-tight parts are
prone to breakage, inconsistent accu-
racy and damage during both assembly
and disassembly.

The middle road here of getting it
right is still an art. Sure, some barreled
actions may shoot better at a higher
level of torque, but don't assume that
you need to go from 65 pounds to 130
just to make it “better.

When it comes to torque, more is
rarely better. Follow the recommended
specs on your parts and enjoy the plea-
sures of building. GDTM
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CAMPFIRE HANDGUNS //RICK HACKER
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Don’t leave home without them.
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he night was bitterly cold and
pitch black except for the faint
silvery starlight that helped
guide my horse and me down
the steep mountainside. We made our way
toward the distant glow of what I knew

to be our base camp on this, my third
unfruitful day of a Rocky Mountain elk
hunt. Upon nearing the welcome glow
and warmth of the campfire, I reined up,
drew my still unfired .54-caliber Hawken
from its saddle scabbard and dismounted
just as the camp cook came running out
of the tent screaming, “That gosh-darned,
son-of-gun field mouse has been in the
flour sack ag'in and they ain't gonna be no
biscuits if this keeps up!”

GUNDIGEST.COM
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Of course, he didn't say, “Gosh-
darned, son-of-a-gun.” He used words
that were more of a colloquial nature.
But the message was clear enough when
[ entered the tent and saw several small
holes gnawed in the flour sack. And as
if to torment poor “Cookie” further,
the tiny field mouse poked its head out
from around the flour sack at that very
moment and stared at us.

“Let me handle this,” I whispered as
I silently sat down on a bench, quietly
cocked the hammer of the Hawken, and
set the rear trigger. Then, slowly raising
the rifle to my shoulder and lining up
the rear buckhorn sight with the front
blade until it was perfectly positioned
on the field mouse, I touched oft the
shot. The voluminous roar of the
Hawken was accompanied by a thick,
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Some might think this “C” engraved, blued and casehardened Standard Manufacturing Single Action
with fleur-de-lis grips might be too pretty to take on a hunting trip. However, Hacker finds it makes for ¢ _. “‘"‘
an ideal campfire handgun, where it's not exposed to the scratching and dinging hazards of the trail FE% - %

-_:, ' and instead earns bragging rights during informal target practice afterward. Despite being collectible,

white tent-filled cloud of FFG smoke
that momentarily obscured everything
from sight. But as the haze slowly
drifted out the open tent flap into the
night, we could barely make out what
little remained of our furry antagonist.

I admit this was a case of being
overgunned for the occasion, but at the
time, the Hawken was all I had. Much
later, I found myself lamenting that I
hadn't brought my Smith & Wesson
K-22 along on this hunt, as it clearly
would have gotten the job done just as
ethciently and much less dramatically.
Since then, I have always packed a pistol
along on any outdoor outing where it's
legal to do so.

I'm not talking about hunting hand-
guns here. In fact, it is just the oppo-
site, as many of those big-bore bruisers
are often too bulky for a hip holster
and, outfitted with a scope or other
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he also finds his Randall Sportsman’s Bowie just as useful. All Photos: Rick Hacker RIS
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CAMPFIRE HANDGUNS //RICK HACKER

sighting reticle as many of them are to-
day, too awkward to toss in a backpack
or tuck away in your bedroll. Rather,
I'm referring to “campfire handguns,’
one essential tool many outdoorsmen
and women never think about or take
with them when hiking or hunting or
just to accompany them on a picnic in
the woods. And as such, they don't real-
ize their omission until they need it. Or
wish they had it. Or until it’s too late.
More specifically, these are those
handy sidearms—single-actions,
double-actions, or semi-automatics—
that many of us pack on our hips when
were back at camp and not otherwise
lugging around a heavier and more
cumbersome rifle or shotgun. Campfire
handguns don't take up much room in
a backpack yet are a source of comfort
when outdoors, especially when un-
wanted critters—whether on four legs,
two, or slither—invade our space. Yes,
campfire handguns can be a definite
source of self-protection and leisure-
time enjoyment, such as apres-hunt
plinking. And while grabbing a .30-°06
to eradicate a food-nibbling squirrel
(or using a big-bored muzzleloader as I
did) may be the ultimate form of over-
kill, drawing a .22 and dispatching the
little thief is not only more effective but,
in many ways, can be a form of therapy,
especially when we haven't pulled the
trigger on anything else thus far on a
hunting trip. This, again, brings to mind
that particular elk hunt.
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The Colt Woodsman was one of the most
popular .22 rimfire campfire handguns
during the 1960s and '70s.

The campfire handgun concept actu-
ally started around the first part of the
20th century, with the growing practice
of having a relatively easy-to-carry
pistol, usually of a small caliber, to toss
into your “kit,” or portable stash of sup-
plies that you carried for the day, which
was often a saddle bag, fishing creel,
tackle box, or even a lunch bucket.
Although the term soon morphed
into widespread usage, it got official
recognition in 1936 when Smith &
Wesson introduced the 22/32 Kit Gun,
a .22 rimfire double-action revolver
built on a slightly larger .32-caliber
frame. Eventually discontinued due
to lagging sales coupled with World
War 11, this style of handgun (medium
frame, small caliber) was reintroduced
in 1953 in an improved model as S&W's
“22/32 Kit Gun, Model of 1953 Thus,
the kit gun nomenclature was officially
re-established for a new generation of
shooters. Today, Smith & Wesson still
makes a dramatically updated version
of this trend-setting pistol as its eight-
shot Model 317 Kit Gun. Of course,
nowadays, numerous other handguns
qualify for the title of kit gun. However,
that term has matured to include some

Hacker is a big fan of packing his
| 4-inch-barrel S&W Model 29 in
' camp when youdon’t know who
| orwhat might show up.

/L

larger-framed and bigger-caliber ver-
sions to become campfire handguns.
But from the 1920s through the "50s,
some .22 rimfire pistols seemed tailor-
made for outdoor outings. Back then,
various models of the Colt Woodsman

and Hi-Standard semi-autos were some
of the most popular guns with which to
punch holes in tin cans, not to mention
rabbits, squirrels and prairie dogs. After
all, if you didn't hit your target with the
first shot, you would have a magazine
full of repeat shots to continue trying
your rapid-fire luck with low-cost .22
rimfire cartridges.

But beginning in 1949, these guns
gradually gave way to ones like the
more affordable Ruger Standard—the
gun that launched Sturm, Ruger & Co.
into the stratosphere of success. At the
time, a High Standard G-B Hammerless
was selling for $50, and Colt’s fixed-
sight Sport Model Woodsman went
for approximately $69, but the original
version of Ruger's first .22 semi-auto
listed for only $37.50. Today, that gun is
still in the line, although it has under-
gone several changes. As of this writing,
it currently exists as the 75th Anniver-
sary Mark IV and various Tactical and
Competition models exist. But count-
less numbers of the original versions of
Colt, Hi-Standard, and Ruger .22 semi-
automatics are still found as regular
staples in backpacks and camping gear
throughout the country. However, some
of these earlier guns have also attained
collectible status.

The aforementioned S&W K-22 re-
volver is also in the category of campfire
handguns turned collectible, as is the
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early Ruger Flatgate Single Six, which
first appeared in 1953 and was initially
priced at $57.50. Many modern-day
shooters don't even know of its exis-
tence, as it only lasted for four years,
after which it began being made with a
more traditionally styled rounded load-
ing gate. To its credit, the Ruger Single
Six is still in the line and, for me, is one
of the best campfire guns you can take
along on a fishing or hunting trip (espe-
cially the Super Single Six Convertible,
which has an extra cylinder chambered
in .22 Magnum). And let us not forget
the Colt Frontier Scout, a scaled-down
.22 rimfire version of the famed Single
Action Army, produced from 1958 until
1986; it was a go-to thumb-buster for
many who couldn't opt for the pricier
SAA. Those vintage guns still serve
that purpose today, although I have
seen more than one three-digit offer
being made to a fellow hunter who just
happened to bring his Scout along as a
campfire handgun.

In 1973, Ruger revamped its line
to include the New Model Single Six,
which features a transfer bar that
enables the gun to be carried with six
rounds instead of five. Now, there is
even a New Model Single Seven and
a New Model Single Nine, giving you
even more thumb-cocking fun without
reloading after the sixth shot. But for
me, one of the most fun campfire guns
is the Ruger Bearcat, a compact, fixed
sight .22 sixgun that—especially in its
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stainless steel configuration—can be
tossed in a tackle box or slid into a coat
pocket with nary a care. And Rugers
new .22 Wrangler, which combines zinc
and aluminum to keep costs and weight
to a minimum, is one of the newest and
most economical campfire revolvers yet.
Of course, .22 rimfire handguns are

the most cost-effective ways to plink
away at tin cans and sticks and, yes, even
pieces of leftover fruit (hollowpoints

adjustable sights and extra Ny
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and oranges at 20 paces, anyone?), but
bigger-bored handguns, such as a .44
Special, .45 Colt, or even a .44 Magnum
can be much more effective on larger
furbearers and other unwanted visitors
who may have more than a few nibbles
of crackers on their mind.

For example, as the only non-Texan
member of a ragtag deer hunting group
known as the Rio Concho Association,
[ used to pack a .44 Special Smith &
Wesson Second Model Hand Ejector
on our annual deer hunts in Texas.
Inasmuch as we were hunting on a
ranch owned by one of the Associations
members and since deer season over-
lapped with turkey season and javelinas
were rampant, there was no telling what
one might encounter as we traipsed
through the scrub brush. On subse-
quent hunts, I often took one of my
S&W Model 29s, usually loaded with
44 Specials but sometimes stoked with
full-powered .44 Magnums, depending
upon what I was hunting and where.

In truth, I am rather partial to bigger-
bored campfire handguns—or at least
I was until the current availability and

The Lipsey’s Ruger Shop-
keeper is a limited edition of the
oM Bearcat. It features a bird’s-head
| grip and a shorter 3-inch barrel,
making it an ideal close-range
campfire handgun.

AUGUST 2025 | GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE |81



CAMPFIRE HANDGUNS //RICK HACKER

Carbine and is compatible with certainrifles.
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ammo cost have made me think twice
about each campside shot I take.

In my opinion, double-action revolv-
ers require a bit more care than single-
actions as campfire guns, as cylinder
latches can be accidentally opened on
some DA guns as they are shoved into
pouches and backpacks. So, I advise
keeping these wheelguns in a holster,
whether on your belt or stored in
your pack, and a pistol case is ideal for
transporting handguns safely to your
campsite. Galco and 1791 both make
revolver and semi-automatic leather
holsters with quick on-again-off-again
steel belt clips for those times when you
want to shuck your handgun quickly
and easily and, just as quickly, reattach
it to your belt. For those occasions, I've
recently been using 1791°s new IWB
Fair Chase Deer Hide Holster for my
Smith & Wesson Model 36 with its
rarely encountered 3-inch barrel.

Since semi-autos are sometimes more
complicated to operate than revolvers,
they require more diligence in their
campsite use. For example, by simply
swinging out the cylinder on a double-
action revolver, one can quickly con-
firm whether or not the gun is loaded.
However, an “empty” semi-automatic
pistol might still have a round in the
chamber even though the magazine has
been removed. Leisure shooting is no
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The single-action Ruger Blackhawk is a highly versa-
tile campfire handgun. It's available in .357 Magnum
(shown), .41 Remington Magnum, .45 Colt and .30
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time to let your guard down or ignore
the basic rules of gun safety.

This might be a good place to cau-
tion picnickers and hunters who will
be away from their campsites for any
length of time to keep their handguns
out of sight and secure them from
unwanted access, as visitors to your
camp may not be just “visiting,” but are
more intent on looting. It’s a sad com-
mentary, but some people steal things
when you're not around. That means
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either taking the gun with you, locking
it in the glove compartment of your
car or truck, or, better yet, securing it
in an attached gun safe that is perma-
nently installed in your vehicle. But
sometimes, this isn't always feasible in
a wilderness camp where the terrain
isn’'t conducive to four-wheel drive, or
vehicles aren't allowed. In that case, the
only other option is to clandestinely
hide the handgun while away from your
campsite. However, speaking from per-
sonal experience, there is such a thing
as hiding it too well.

Once, on a deer hunt with one of my
buddies in the rugged mountains on
the eastern side of the Sierra Nevadas,
we had to hike in for two hours to get to
where the “big bucks” were. That meant
packing in with all our gear, includ-
ing my pre-64 Winchester Model 70.
But I also took a 3-inch-barreled Third
Model Colt Single Action Army Sher-
iff's Model for my campfire handgun,
rationalizing that the shorter barrel
would cut down weight. The fact is, I
just wanted to have that gun along on
this hunting trip.

When it came time to start hunting
at the break of dawn, I began worry-
ing about leaving that highly desirable
Sherift’'s Model in camp, even though

Kimber only made its excellent 1911-styled .22 Rimfire
Super from 2004 to 2015 but currently produces the
22 Rimfire Compact and .22 Rimfire Target Conver-
sion Kits for many of its .45 ACP pistols, turning them
into economical guns forinformal campfire plinking.

YIFFONS DE
STTOYAGE
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This 1791 Fair Chase Whitetail deer
hide holster features a strong steel
clip and form-hugging open-top design,
enabling Hacker to securely clip his S&W
3-inch Model 36 onto his belt while in camp.
The Ivorite stocks are by Eagle Grips.

we were in an extremely remote area.
In fact, during our hunt, we discovered
an old cowboy's grave from 1910 that
had never been touched. Nonetheless,
[ hid the sixgun so well that I couldn'
remember where I had hidden it when
we returned to camp after a grueling
day climbing over rocks and battling
through blowdowns! I spent the bet-
ter part of the night looking for that
sixshooter and finally had to wait until
daylight to continue my search when
[ found it securely ensconced in the
crotch of an old, weathered tree. It cost
me half a day’s hunting, but I didn't lose
my campfire handgun.

By far, the safest handgun to have
in camp is a single-action revolver, as,
assuming the hammer is resting over
an empty chamber (on non-transfer bar
models), there is no way the gun can
be fired unless the hammer is manually
pulled back and the trigger depressed.
Naturally, one of my favorite single-
action revolvers is the Colt Peacemaker,
which, if you think about it, started
as the first popular campfire handgun
over a century ago. However, as the
value and scarcity of these SAAs have
grown over the years (have you priced
a Third Generation Colt SAA lately?) I
find myself opting for alternatives. One
of the best is the extremely well-made
Standard Manufacturing Single Action,
an identically proportioned mirror
image of the SAA. Yes, they cost about
as much as a factory-new Colt SAA, but
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they are much more readily available
and boast all-steel parts. It is a solid,
quality gun in every respect, and my
engraved .45 version, with its 4%-inch
barrel, is destined to continue with
me on many of my campfire handgun
adventures, maintaining a tradition I
started over 40 years ago.

In fact, the first campfire handgun
[ ever took with my hunting rifle was
a first-generation Colt Single Action
Army, which proved its value right out
of the starting gate on a big game hunt
in the Cedar Flats area of Arizona. Late
one night, induced by nature’s call, I
was compelled to leave the sanctity of
my warm sleeping bag. Not wishing to
take my Winchester 71 on what would
invariably be a two-handed endeavor,
[ grabbed the .45 Colt instead and
ventured into the blackness outside
my tent. The unmistakable “whirr” of
a buzz-worm (“rattlesnake” to you flat-
landers) prompted me to freeze in my
tracks instinctively. My flashlight im-
mediately confirmed my fears, for the
culprit was starting to coil and getting
ready to strike. Barely able to use the
Peacemaker’s rudimentary sights, I fired
three quick shots as fast as my thumb
could work the hammer. Honesty
compels me to admit that only one of
those shots hit its mark, but it made me
a believer in the value of always taking
a campfire handgun along on hunting
and camping trips. GDTM
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HI HO, SILVER! //JAY PINSKY

IS S LSS AL SIS S S S SIS S S S S AT SIS SIS S S S S S S S SASSASS IS S S LSS S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S LSS S S S S S LSS S S S S S S SSSSSSSASSSSSHY.

Henry Repeating Arms’ Long Ranger:
The 6.5 Creedmoor gains leverage.

he 6.5 Creedmoor, the worlds
most popular rifle cartridge
choice, doesn't need any help
making new friends. Regard-
less, Henry Repeating Arms, a company
that prides itself on its all-American
firearms “DNA," did just that when it in-
troduced the low-recoiling, flat-shooting,
264-caliber cartridge to one of Americas
final firearms frontier void of the Creed-
moor hype. It was a good idea.
You're welcome, lever-action crowd.
Henrys firearms platform of choice
for this introduction, the Long Ranger,
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be found at the end of the bul-

made perfect sense to me. The Long This nontraditional twist to the lever-
Ranger is the redheaded stepchild of the ~ action rifle design defeats a lever-action
lever-action rifle world, because it feeds rifles Achilles’ heel for long-range shoot-
its action cartridges from a box magazine  ing potential, which rests in the bullets
instead of a tube. and not the action, due to the need to
Now, the folks at Henry absolutely limit the use of round- or even flat-
know how to make fantastic traditional, nosed bullets in a tubular magazine.

tube-fed lever-action rifles, but
thats not really the point right
now. No, the “point™ here can

lets that a rifle such as the Long
Ranger can use over traditional
tube-fed lever-action rifles.

carEEr. -
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Once shooters can use long-range car-
tridges with long-range, spire-pointed
bullets, theres no reason, mechanically
speaking, that a lever-action rifle can't
be a long-range weapon—no matter
how much of a bad taste it leaves in the
mouth of many lever-action purists
who refuse to digest the reality that le-
ver-action rifles can, and should, shoot
long-range cartridges such as the .308
Winchester, .243 Winchester—and, yes,
the 6.5 Creedmoor—in their rifles.

UPPING THE MAX
EFFECTIVE RANGE
“The notion that we ruined’ this car-
tridge by putting it into a lever-action
platform is, of course, ill-conceived, said
Henry Repeating Arms Daniel Clayton-
Luce. “Our Long Ranger rifle uses a six-
lug rotary locking head at the bolt face,

so it locks up just like a bolt-action. This,
in conjunction with a free-floated sporter
barrel and a gear-driven bolt, means that
were taking full advantage of the car-
tridge. We didn't cut corners here just to
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add a hot, new caliber to our lineup. We
knew we wanted to add 6.5 Creedmoor
to our lineup, but we also wanted to
make sure we did it correctly”

The Henry Long Ranger lever-action
rifle isn't new for 2019; Henry has been
making them for quite a while. Whats
new—but not a shock to anyone who pays
attention to rifle cartridge sales charts—is
adding the 6.5 Creedmoor for 2019.

‘As with almost everything that we
build, its because our customers re-
quested something that could reach out
a bit farther than the .30-30 and .45-70
that we carried before the release of the
Long Ranger rifle;” said Clayton-Luce.
“Obviously, those are two great, capable
cartridges, but they fall short beyond 200
yards. For those looking to hunt with a
Henry in areas that require shots past
that distance, the Long Ranger is a great
choice. With the release of this platform,
we took the max eftective range of our
product line from 200 yards to beyond
500 yards. Its a huge step up in perfor-
mance.

The Henry Repeating Arms Long Ranger is now available in 6.5 Creedmoor.
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The Long Ranger lever-action rifle
was the perfect choice for the worldss first
production model lever-action rifle cham-
bered in 6.5 Creedmoor, because the only
tradition Henry insisted it have was the
Henry all-American-built genetics. Thus,
it could absolutely utilize the full potential
of the long-range 6.5 Creedmoor.

The rifle operates, as I've stated, with a
removable box magazine that feeds the
lever-operated, six-lugged rotary bolt for
a consistent, tight and reliable lockup like
a bolt-action rifle. The 6.5 Creedmoor
version of the Long Ranger sports a 22-
inch, 1:8-twist rifle barrel; and, believe
it or not, when the trigger is pulled and
the firing pin engages the primer on the
6.5 Creedmoor cartridge, it sends a bal-
listically high-coefhicient, pointed, and
maybe even boat-tailed, bullet down the
barrel that neither knows nor cares that
a follow-up shot will come from a lever-
action and not a bolt-action. I know the
Wyoming pronghorn I shot at 187 yards
didn't care; nor did the sub-MOA 100-
yard groups I shot with both Hornady

The Henry Long Rangeris fed via box magazine
rather than the conventional tube mag.
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and Federal factory ammunition. My
chronograph didnt care either. In fact,
theres no asterisk in the Magneto Speed
manual for adjusting velocities because
of the guns action. The speeds I got were
what they ought to be for a 22-inch-
barreled rifle.

The bottom line is that the 6.5 Creed-
moor in a lever-action rifle that can use
the cartridges high-BC bullets with a
proper barrel length to gain factory-stan-

dard velocities works quite well—and fast.

How fast? The lever-action rifle won the
West, didnt it? Hell, quite a few cowboys
probably could have lived a little longer
if their lever-action rifles could reach out
and touch threats at 600 to 1,000 yards as
the 6.5 Creedmoor can and does.

NO CHEESE JOKES, PLEASE
Lets take a closer look at the Henry Long
Ranger chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor
from Henry Repeating Arms. The rifle is
built in Wisconsin (save the cheese jokes.
This rifle shoots).

The lever-action rifle
features side cartridge ejec-
tion, which makes it easier
to mount an optic. It has
a lightweight, aerospace
alloy receiver, is drilled
and tapped for scope

The author’srifle wears a Leupold VX3i
4.5-14x40mm optic mounted in Talley rings
and attached to a Skinner Sights Skinner
Express mount. The 6.5 CM lever gun
uses a six-lug rotary bolt to chamber the
magazine-fed cartridge.

CTIN DYICTEST T MMACE ZINTE
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mounts and, as | mentioned earlier, uses a
steel-bodied, flush-fit detachable magazine.
My review rifle came without iron sights, but
you can order your rifle with them installed.

My rifles sights were a little different than
OEM, however. I had the luxury of having
my Henry Long Ranger sent to Andy Lars-
son, owner of Skinner Sights. He custom-
ized the rifle with a Ruger No.1 front sight
and his Skinner Express quick-detachable
sight with integral rear peep. Built to use
South Carolina-manufactured Talleys
Quick Detachable Rings, Montana-made
Skinner Sights optics mounting system
allowed me to mount an Oregon-made Le-
upold VX3i 4.5- 14x40mm rifle scope and
still have quite usable mechanical sights at
the ready for a scheduled Wyoming prong-
horn hunt with the rifle.

The Larsson customization didnt end
with sights, however. Andy’s wife, Sheila,
officially named the rifle *Vic Moretti, after
the fiery woman deputy in the popular West-
ern book and television series, Longmire.
Sheilas logic was that the rifles first hunt
was in Gillette, which isnt far from Buftalo,
Wyoming, where Longmire is (fictionally)
based. The rifle featured a free-floated,
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22-inch barrel sandwiched between a two-
piece, oil-finished American walnut stock
with laser-cut checkering, sling swivel studs
and a black solid-rubber recoil pad.

BOY, DOES THIS RIFLE SHOOT!

How did the rifle perform? I tested it in two
places: Manassas (Virginia) and Gillette
(Wyoming). In Virginia, the rifle grouped a
bit just south of 1-inch groups to just north
of 1.5-inch groups at the rifle range. Factory

HENRY

BARREL LENGTH: 22 inches
Barrel Type: Blued steel
Rate of Twist: 1:8
Overall Length: 42.5 inches
Weight: 7 pounds
Receiver Finish: Hard-anodized, black
Rear Sight: None
Front Sight: None
Scopeability: Drilled and tapped
Scope Mount Type: Included
Stock Material: American walnut
Buttplate/Pad: Black solid-rubber recoil pad
Length of Pull: 14 inches
Safety: Transfer bar
Best Uses: Target/hunting/large game

Embellishments/Extras: Swivel studs;
removable magazine; hammer extension and
scope mount included

MSRP: $1,066
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HI HO, SILVER! //JAY PINSKY

The author’s Henry Long Ranger uses Talley Quick-Detach Rings, which enabled him to choose either the
Skinner Sights peep system or the Leupold VX3i 4.5-14x40mm riflescope.

ammunition included Nosler, Hornady,
Barnes, Federal and Black Hills.

Which ammunition shot best? It was
the Hornady Precision Hunter 143-grain
ELD-X loads, which averaged 2,693 fps
and a best three-shot group of 0.880 inch.
Right behind the Hornady 143-grain ELD-
X loads were the steadfast Federal Fusion
140-grainers, which scooted a bit faster
(2,711 fps), but grouped a pronghorn hair
wider at 0.988 inch. The Barnes 127-grain-
ers, Nosler 140-grainers and Black Hills
140-grainers all grouped over an inch. Of
note is that the Barnes loads improved
dramatically the more I shot the gun. After

The magazine is the key to the Henry
Long Ranger’s use of cartridges with
pointed bullets such as the 6.5 Creed-
moor. The side ejection on the Henry Long
Ranger enables the shooter to mount
both mechanical and optical sights, such
as this Skinner Express peep sight and
the Talley/Leupoldriflescope combina-
tion on the author’s rifle.

VMAGAZINE |AUGUST 2025

about 200 rounds into the use of the rifle,
the Barnes 127-grain groups dropped from
nearly 2 inches to justabout 1.25 inches.
The Gillette, Wyoming, test was a bit
simpler. I tested the rifle once on a mature
pronghorn buck at 187 yards, and the rifle
grouped the Hornady 143-grain ELD-X
bullet “minute-of-lungs.” Now, 187 yards
on a pronghorn isnt exactly a valid "long-
range test of the Long Ranger or the 6.5
Creedmoor, but thats not the point.

Regardless, you can decide for yourself

which of these two tests makes a dit-
ference to you ... but Id grade both as
‘passed.” GDTM
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LEVER ACTION
ADDS .45-/0

GOVERNMENT
AND .410 BORE
CHAMBERINGS

Henry Repeating Arms’ Side Gate Lever
Actionrifle is both a tube-fed and side
gate-loaded lever-actionrifle that was once
only available in .38-55,.30-30 Winchester
and .35 Remington. As of November 1, 2019,
Henry began offering the .45-70 Govern-
ment and the .410 Bore as two more choices
for lever-action fans who want the side gate.

REPEATING
ARMS

CLASSICLEVER-ACTION

.22 LR SHOTSHELL

Henry Repeating Arms has released an
18.5-inch, smooth-bored .22 LR lever-
actionrifle designed to maximize the use
of .22 LR shot shells. According to Henry,
by using a smooth bore, the barrel is better
able to group the shotshell pattern for a
more effective pattern.

BARREL LENGTH: 22 inches

Barrel Type: Blued steel

Rate of Twist: 1.8

Overall Length: 42.5 inches

Weight: 7 pounds

Receiver Finish: Hard-anodized, black
Rear Sight: None

Front Sight: None

Scopeability: Drilled and tapped
Scope Mount Type: Included

Stock Material: American walnut
Buttplate/Pad: Black solid-rubber recoil pad
Length of Pull: 14 inches

Safety: Transfer bar

Best Uses: Target/hunting/large game

Embellishments/Extras: Swivel studs;
removable magazine; hammer extension and
scope mount included

MSRP: $1,066

GUNDIGEST.COM



CLASSIC

Ol Henry Big Boy
Steel Carbine

Henry and lever-actionrifles go together like
chocolate and peanut butter, so you shouldn’t
be surprised to see Henry topping this list. And,
in the words of one of GDTM'’s columnists and
feature writers, “I've been a fan of the .327 Fed-
eral Magnum cartridge since its inception.” This
rifle is a sweet-shooting little carbine that comes
with a ladder-style leaf rear sight and a brass-
beaded front. Perhaps the top featureis the lack
of an extra safety: The hammer and trigger are
the safety—which is exactly the way a lever-gun
should be. But don’t let the “Steel” designationin
the rifle’s name fool you: Therifle, as well as the
.327 Federal Mag. cartridge, are capable of tam-
ing so much more than targets.

MODERN TOUCH

02 Marlin 336
Dark Series

According to GDTM Editor-in-Chief Luke Hartle,
“The Marlin 336 Dark is making lever-guns cool
again.” The most noticeable feature is as func-
tional asitis stunning: a hard-coat textured paint
on the stock. Others include a black, Parkerized
metal finish, XS Sights’ Lever Rail and a 16-inch
barrel with a threaded muzzle. It even comes with
a paracord-wrapped big-loop lever and sling. This
is an extremely handy and rugged rifle that’s feed-
ing into the small—but quickly expanding—trend
of shooters who want a legacy platform with a
modern look.
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LEVER GUNS

MSRP: $893

GUNDIGEST.COM

MSRP:$949

CUSTOM

03 Marlin Custom Shop
1895 Modern Lever Hunter

The 1985 Modern Lever Hunter is one of the
Custom Shop’s top sellers. It's configured very
similarly to the Model 1895 SBL, but it’s shipped
with a tuned action and a variety of finishes on
the metal and wood to suit your palate. This is an-
other of Richard Mann’s top pics, and the one he
shoulders is covered in Cerakote: It’s black on all
the metal parts and sports a cool, unique camo
pattern on the stock. However, you’ve got all kinds
of options. The Custom Shop fits this gun with

an XS Sights Lever Rail, but for those of you who
refuse torun anything but iron atop your lever gun
..well, rumor has it that XS Sights knows what it's
doing in that arena, too.

MSRP: $1,999 (varies with options)
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' , ANARENESS « ASSESSMENT » ACTION  ANALYSIS

Curriculum that empowers people
Addressing the skills you need so you

A:series:by-Green-Beret (Spectal Forces Sniper) and:Tim-Kennedy. (former top 5:UEC :Middleweight).
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BANISH 30-V2 ¥

The most versatile .30-caliber suppressor available today.
The BANISH 30-V2 can handle anything froma .177HMRup to
300 Weatherby Magnum. It uses an industry-standard hub
mount andis lighter, shorter, and quieter than the original.

AMERICA’S
#1HUNTING
SUPPRESSORS

GET YOURS TODAY
CALL 888.413.5581 OR VISIT
BANISHSUPPRESSORS.COM

BANISH 30-V2 Cal.300
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COMPENSATED SLIDE W/ PORTED BARREL

NIGHT FISION TRITIUM NIGHT SIGHTS
SLIDE LIGHTENING CUTS

FULL GRIP STIPPLING

DIAMOND CUT FLAT FACE TRIGGER
INTEGRALLY FLARED MAGAZINE WELL
2X 1T ROUND MAGALZINES

REVERSIBLE G-CODE IWB/OWB HOLSTER
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