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ENGINEERED TO
FURTHER REMOVE
LUCK FROM
THE EQUATION.

Revo STX Reels

F I S H  T O  W I N

With a new lightweight 
asymmetric X2-Cräftic™ alloy 
frame design, increased 
handle size for more torque, 
and best-in-class Power Stack 
Carbon Matrix Drag System,™ 

the latest Revo® STX pushes 
the limits of speed, precision 
and power for a go-to reel  
VQ�QWV�ƂUJ�VJG�EQORGVKVKQP� 
on any given day.

©2023 Pure Fishing, Inc.



M
AR

K 
M

IL
LE

R/
IM

AG
ES

 O
N 

TH
E 

W
IL

DS
ID

E 
(M

AI
N)

; E
RI

K 
A.

 R
UF

 (B
OT

TO
M

 L
EF

T)
; T

ON
Y 

M
AR

TI
NS

 (B
OT

TO
M

 R
IG

HT
)

Contents

52

6246

May 2023

FIELD SKILLS

38  BEAR CARE 
Quickly break down the carcass in 
WKH�¿HOG�WR�SUHVHUYH�PHDW�TXDOLW\�
By Scott Haugen

DESTINATIONS

62  APACHE TROUT RETURN
+HDG�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�HDVWHUQ�
$UL]RQD�WR�UHDS�WKH�IUXLWV�RI�D�
UHPDUNDEOH�UHFRYHU\�VWRU\�
By Tony Martins

36  AROUND THE WEST
7RS�VKRWV�DW�EODFN�EHDUV��
FUDSSLHV��ZLOG�KRJV�DQG�PRUH�
By Andrew McKean

HOW-TO

40  TROUT AT ANY TIME
0DWFK�WHFKQLTXHV�WR�OLJKW�OHYHOV�WR�
PD[LPL]H�\RXU�GD\�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�
By Gary Lewis

52  THE MONTH OF MERRIAM’S 
0D\�LV�PDGH�IRU�FKDVLQJ�:HVWHUQ�
WRPV��3XW�D�VPDUW�SODQ�LQWR�DFWLRQ�WR�
¿QG²DQG�IRRO²PRUH�ELUGV��
By Darron McDougal

46  WAIT FOR IT
,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�SXQFK�D�VSULQJ�EODFN�
EHDU�WDJ�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ��ZRUU\�
QRW��7KH�EHVW�KXQWLQJ�LV�\HW�WR�FRPH�
By Scott Haugen

58  SPRING FLINGS
7DNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�ZDUPLQJ�WHPSV�
WR�WDUJHW�WKUHH�DFWLYH�EDVV�SDWWHUQV�
By Andrew McKean
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FEATURES

24  BEARS BELOW
Hunting black bears from a 
treestand in northern Alberta is 
sometimes comical, sometimes a  
bit scary and always an adventure. 
By Drew Warden 

68  GOLD RUSH
Doing battle with the gold-sided, 
tackle-busting, 50-pound dorado 
of Argentina’s Uruguay River is 
not for the faint of heart. 
By Larry Larsen

KAYAK FISHING SPECIAL

74  NO RAMP, NO PROBLEM
2QH�RI�WKH�MR\V�RI�¿VKLQJ�IURP�D�
kayak is the ease of getting it to the 
water, and that can open doors to 
remote hot spots away from crowds. 
By Thomas Allen 

80  TOP ’YAKS
We take a detailed look at seven 
ND\DNV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SXW�\RX�RQWR�¿VK�
in a variety of waters and with a 
number of propulsion systems. 
By Outdoor Sportsman Group Editors

IN EVERY ISSUE

04  EDITOR’S LETTER

08  MOON TIMES

88  RITES

DEPARTMENTS

10  SHOOTING
The perfect gun for black bears 
may be as close as your favorite 
GHHU�ULÀH��EXW�PLQG�WKH�EXOOHW��
By Richard Mann

18  D0-IT-YOURSELF
Impress your buddies with these 
nine skills that make life easier in 
the woods and on the water. 
By Scott Linden

14  FISHING
What’s the best rod and reel setup 
IRU�VSULQJ�WURXW�¿VKLQJ�LQ�VWUHDPV"�
Hint: it rhymes with winning. 
By Dr. Jason A. Halfen

20  CONSERVATION
Programs that pay landowners to 
permit public hunting may 
safeguard the future of access. 
By Andrew McKean
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W hether you call it fatwood, pine knot, heart pine or pine “lighter’d,” as 
WKH�JX\�ZKR�VKRZHG�PH�ZKHUH�WR�¿QG�LW�GLG��WKH�UHVLQ�ULFK�KHDUWZRRG�
DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�ROG�SLQH�VWXPSV�PLJKW�EH�WKH�EHVW�QDWXUDO�¿UHVWDUWHU�LQ�
WKH�ZRRGV��$V�D�NLG�IDVFLQDWHG�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�¿UH��,�ZDV�DPD]HG�

DW�KRZ�TXLFNO\�VSOLQWHUV�RI�WKH�SXQJHQW�ZRRG�EXUVW�LQWR�ÀDPH��QHFHVVLWDWLQJ�MXVW�D�
VLQJOH�PDWFK�WR�FUHDWH�D�URDULQJ�EOD]H�IRU�URDVWLQJ�KRW�GRJV�

8VLQJ�SLQH�OLJKWHU¶G�RU�ELUFK�EDUN�WR�VWDUW�D�ZDUPLQJ�¿UH�HYHQ�ZKHQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�
VXUURXQGLQJ�IRUHVW�LV�GULSSLQJ�ZHW�RU�FRYHUHG�LQ�VQRZ�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�SULGH�P\VHOI�
RQ��,W¶V�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�GR]HQV�RI�OLWWOH�WULFNV�,¶YH�SLFNHG�XS�IURP�ROGHU��ZLVHU�RXW�
GRRUVPHQ�LQ�WKH�IRXU�GHFDGHV�,¶YH�EHHQ�URDPLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRRGV��7KH\�GRQ¶W�
QHFHVVDULO\�PDNH�PH�D�EHWWHU�KXQWHU�RU�¿VKHUPDQ��DQG�ZKLOH�VRPH�FHUWDLQO\�KDYH�
D�VXUYLYDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ��WKH\¶UH�MXVW�JHQHUDOO\�XVHIXO�WKLQJV�WR�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�GR��7KH�
traditional term for skills like these is woodsmanship; a younger crowd might call 
them outdoor hacks.

7HUPLQRORJ\�DVLGH��ZULWHU�6FRWW�/LQGHQ�PDNHV�D�JUHDW�SRLQW�DERXW�WKHVH�VNLOOV�LQ�
WKLV�PRQWK¶V�'R�,W�<RXUVHOI�GHSDUWPHQW�EHIRUH�VKDULQJ�QLQH�RI�WKHP�WKDW�KH¶V�SXW�
WR�XVH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��7KHVH�GD\V��ZH�FRXQW�RQ�GHYLFHV�WR�GR�RU�VKRZ�XV�VR�PXFK�
that it’s easy to forget the older, but maybe better, ways of getting along in the 
ZRRGV��6NLOOV�OLNH�NQRW�W\LQJ��PDS�DQG�FRPSDVV�QDYLJDWLRQ�DQG�NQLIH�VKDUSHQLQJ�
RQ�D�JRRG�RO¶�ZKHWVWRQH�DUH�SHULVKDEOH��4XLFN��WLH�D�ERZOLQH�NQRW�«�6HH�ZKDW�,�
PHDQ"�/LQGHQ¶V�SLHFH�LV�D�JRRG�UHPLQGHU�WR�NHHS�RXU�ZRRGVPDQVKLS�VNLOOV�KRQHG�
for when we need them.

+RZ�WR�WHOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�SRLVRQ�LY\�DQG�9LUJLQLD�FUHHSHU��³OHDYHV�RI�
WKUHH��OHW�LW�EH´���DQ�HIIHFWLYH�DQG�SDLQOHVV�ZD\�WR�UHPRYH�D�WLFN��URWDWH�LW�DURXQG�
LWV�D[LV�ZLWK�D�FRWWRQ�VZDE��«�WKH�OLVW�JRHV�RQ��,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ�RXWGRRU�KDFN�WR�
SDVV�DORQJ��VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN�RU�,QVWDJUDP��,W¶V�QHYHU�WRR�ODWH�WR�OHDUQ�
a new one.

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

Woodsmanship

4   MAY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

EDITOR’S LETTER
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THE STRUT CONTINUES
Our weekly Regional Strut Update has 
the latest info on turkey behavior from 
the woods near you. Sign up for the free 
newsletter at gafmag.com.

TOP 7 MM PERFORMERS
After the .30, the 7 mm is America’s most 
popular hunting caliber. Read “Seven 
Great 7 mm Cartridges for Deer-Sized 
Game” by Craig Boddington to see why.

$31,000 TURKEY VEST
Lynn Burkhead’s “Turkey Talk: Bob 
Dixon, Mr. Fox, and the $31,000 Vest” 
takes a fascinating look at Mossy Oak’s 
longtime support of turkey conservation.

SHARP OPTIONS
If you don’t have a good knife, hurry 
up and do something about it. Here’s 
help: “23 New Hunting and Fishing 
Knives for 2023.”

SPRING INTO ACTION
Check out “Great American Spring,” 
sponsored by Toro, for videos and articles 
that will make projects around your home  
HDVLHU��OHDYLQJ�PRUH�WLPH�IRU�¿VKLQJ�

BIG BASS BONANZA
Bass anglers seeking a 10-pounder may 
be jealous about what’s going on in Texas. 
Read “17-Pound Largemouth Continues 
Lake’s Amazing Run” for the scoop.

SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES

 (877) 416-2649 
.

®

®

®

®
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trending now at 
Game & Fish Online
get tips, see gear and celebrate the lifestyle at gafmag.com



WE LOSE, YOU LOSE
Join the Sportsmen’s Alliance to protect hunting from animal-rights activists.

With every anti-hunting law passed, wildlife management suffers and

\RX�ORVH�D�PHPRU\�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�

JOIN THE SPORTSMEN’S ALLIANCE
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full and Last Quarter 
(Last Q). Times listed represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.

For your own 2023 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock, go to moontimes.com or send $11.95 each, plus $3.75 shipping/handling 
per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

am pm

to to

—

 2:54

 4:54

 3:18

 5:18

 3:42

 5:42

 4:06

 6:06

 4:30

 6:30

 4:54

 6:54

 8:30

10:30

 8:54 

10:54

—

 2:54

 4:54

 3:18

 5:18

 3:42

 5:42

 4:06

 6:06

 4:30

 6:30

 4:54

 6:54

 6:06

 8:06

 6:30

 8:30

 6:54

 8:54

 7:18

 9:18

 8:30

10:30

 8:54

10:54

—

 2:54

 4:54

 3:18

 5:18

 3:42

 5:42

 4:06

 6:06

 4:30

 6:30

 4:54

 6:54

 6:06

 8:06

 6:30

 8:30

 6:54

 8:54

 7:18

 9:18

 8:30

10:30

 8:54

10:54

 9:18

11:18

 9:42

11:42

 2:54

 4:54

 3:18

 5:18

 3:42

 5:42

 4:06

 6:06

 4:30

 6:30

 4:54

 6:54

 6:06

 8:06

 6:30

 8:30

 6:54

 8:54

 7:18

 9:18

 7:42

 9:42

 8:06

10:06

28 2924 25 26

30

2

9

3

5 6 7

1

84

5 6

13

27

8

15

29

9

23

30

3

10

24

4

11

25

7

14

28

1 2

SUN SATFRITHUWEDTUEMON

APRIL 2023

SUN SATFRITHUWEDTUEMON

JUNE 2023

SUN SATFRITHUWEDTUEMON

MAY 2023

FIRST Q

NEW

FULL

FULL

LAST Q

LAST Q

FIRST Q

MOON TIMES
Powered By





TO
M

 M
AR

TI
NE

AU
/W

IL
DF

RO
NT

 IM
AG

ES

M any hunters think of bears as 
big nasty critters that are hard 
WR�NLOO��%HDUV�FDQ�EH�ELJ��DQ�
Alaskan brown bear can 

ZHLJK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�KDOI�WRQ��%HDUV�FDQ�
also be nasty. Across North America 
black bears kill—on average—at least 
RQH�SHUVRQ�HDFK�\HDU��%XW�EHDUV²PRVW�
bears—are not hard to kill, and their 
size varies greatly by location. 

Most black bears weigh less than 500 
pounds, with the average being closer 
to half that. And while a 500-pound 
black bear might be twice the size of 
a 250-pound black bear, it’s not twice 
as hard to kill. So, given their average 
size and the potential for danger, what 
are the best loads for bears?

First, we must set some parameters 
because brown bears and grizzlies are a 
whole different animal than black bears 
in both size and temperament. They’re 

also much more expensive to hunt and 
are nowhere near as widely dispersed. 
So, here we’re going to focus on black 
bears and what guns and loads are ap-
propriate for them. The other parameter 
we must set deals with how the bear will 
be hunted, which is typically with dogs, 
over bait or by spot-and-stalk. The ideal 
guns and loads for each type of hunting 
situation vary.

SPOT-AND-STALK
If you’re planning to spot-and-stalk a 
EODFN�EHDU��DQG�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�GHHU�ULÀH��
chances are that you’re already well-
DUPHG��,�NLOOHG�P\�¿UVW�EHDU�LQ�0RQWDQD�
with a .358 Win. and a 225-grain 
Nosler Partition; the shot was about 
200 yards, and that bear weighed about 
200 pounds. I also took a West Virginia 
bear of about the same size with a .30 
Remington AR and a 150-grain Nosler 

$FFX%RQG�DW�DURXQG�KDOI�WKDW�GLVWDQFH��
The farthest distance I’ve taken a black 
bear was on a hunt in Idaho. The range 
was just a bit beyond 400 yards, and I 
XVHG�D�6WH\U�6FRXW�5LÀH�LQ������:LQ��
$OO�WKUHH�ULÀH�FDUWULGJH�FRPELQDWLRQV�
worked perfectly.

At most sensible shooting distances, 
any cartridge delivering similar bal-
listics to the .308 Win. is ideal for 
black bears. If you’re going to stretch 
the distance, it’s advisable to step up 
to something like a 6.5 PRC or .300 
Win. Mag. Hornady’s new 7 mm PRC 
should be perfect for a spot-and-stalk 
black bear hunt where long shots are 
anticipated. To maximize penetration, 
which is never a bad thing, a partitioned, 
bonded or mono-metal bullet is a good 
idea, especially with smaller calibers or 
if you need to take a close-range shot 
with a high-velocity cartridge.

10   MAY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

SHOOTING

To DOWN bruins  
ethically, effectively 
and safely, ensure you
choose the right 
gun and ammunition 
combination.
By Richard Mann



OVER BAIT IN THICK COVER
When bear hunting over bait, you don’t 
need a gun with a lot of reach. Just as with 
a spot-and-stalk hunt, a good deer rifle 
will work just fine here, too. But when 
I’m hunting bears over bait, especially in 
thick cover that I might have to wander 
into to recover the bear, I like hitting them 
hard with the hopes of anchoring them on 
the spot. I’ve taken bears over bait with a 
varied selection of guns, including a 6.5 
Creedmoor, a .45-70 Govt. and even a 
12-gauge shotgun with slugs.

A 12-gauge slug hits hard and makes 
a big hole. However, my preference for 
hunting bear over bait is the .45-70. This 
is partly because there’s a wide selection 
of loads that offer a broad power range, 
delivering from around 1,000 to nearly 
3,700 foot-pounds of muzzle energy. Pick 
your power level; most .45-70 loads are 
suitable for bear. I also prefer the .45-70 

   DR® ELECTRIC ZERO-TURN LAWN MOWERS
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Bears sometimes look mean, and 
they can be. However, many common 
deer cartridges work just fine on 
black bears—even very large ones.
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to a shotgun slug because—given the 25- 
to 75-yard shot distances—I can place 
the bullet from the .45-70 with more 
precision. And, too, most .45-70 lever 
guns are compact and easy to handle 
from a blind or in a tree stand.

Handguns can also be effective over 
bait. With the best deep-penetrating 
loads, the .357 Mag. or 10 mm Auto 
should work well, but neither can com-
pete with the .44 Mag. With any hand-
gun cartridge, avoid self-defense loads 
that might lack adequate penetration, 
DQG�VWLFN�WR�KXQWLQJ�VSHFL¿F�ORDGV�OLNH�
those from Federal that feature the Swift 
A-Frame bullet.

,I�\RX�GR�FKRRVH�WR�XVH�\RXU�GHHU�ULÀH��
pay particular attention to bullet selection. 
The range will be close, with bullets im-
pacting at near muzzle velocity. This can 
overstress some common cup-and-core 
bullets that have worked to perfection for 
you on deer at distance. When hunting 
over bait with cartridges that have muzzle 
velocities faster than 2,800 fps, lean 
toward the premium bonded, partitioned 
or mono-metal bullets to ensure you get 
the penetration you need.

WITH HOUNDS
When hunting bears with hounds, shot 
distances are very short—often mea-
sured in feet instead of yards—because 
you’re shooting your bear out of a tree. 
Just as with spot-and-stalk or hunting 
RYHU�EDLW��D�JRRG�GHHU�ULÀH�ZLOO�JHW�WKH�
job done. But here again, be practical 
in your bullet selection. Making a good 
shot and killing the bear as quickly as 
possible is essential in this scenario. 
You don’t want a wounded, angry bear 
t th b f th t i th iddl f

a pack of dogs and a bunch of hunters. 
Once that happens, taking another shot 
becomes treacherous.

,I�\RXU�VWDQGDUG�GHHU�ULÀH�LV�D�ELW�RQ�
the heavy side, then weight is another 
consideration. You’ll very likely have to 
cover a lot of ground in a hurry, and the 
ground you cover is often some of the 
roughest in the area. Chasing after—and 
especially leading—a pack of hounds 
with a traditional long gun slung over 
your shoulder can be a challenge in 
th it ti

If there were ever a perfect time 
IRU�D�WDNHGRZQ�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀH��WKLV�
would be it. I have a custom takedown 
Marlin 336 in .35 Rem. that separates 
LQWR�WZR����LQFK�SLHFHV��,W�HDVLO\�¿WV�
into a backpack and can be assembled 
in about 20 seconds. Browning offers 
its BLR in a takedown version, and 
it’s chambered in a good selection of 
bear-capable cartridges.

BEAR MEDICINE
For most, the age-old cliché, “loaded for 
bear,” means you have a powerful gun 
with a lot of ammunition. If I were go-
LQJ�WR�¿JKW�LW�RXW�ZLWK�D�EHDU²EURZQ�RU�
black—that’s what I’d want. But there’s 
a difference between going to combat 
with a bruin and hunting one. Sure, a 
wounded black bear can be dangerous, 
EXW�D�GHHU�ULÀH�ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�DPPR�ZLOO�
VRUW�LW�RXW�MXVW�¿QH�

If we’re talking grizz, well, that’s a 
bear of a different color. A good friend 
had to stop a charging bear on Kodiak 
Island. He brained it with a .35 Whelen 
and dropped it on the spot. When I asked 
him about it, he said he’d have not felt 
over-gunned had he been armed with a 
German 88 mm anti-tank cannon. 

12   MAY 2023    GAFMAG.COM
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This big boar black bear fell to a 
downloaded .375 Ruger, but most 

cartridges offering ballistics similar 
to the .308 Win. will work.



  

  

  

  

  

  

MEET THE WATER’S

FOUR STROKE
THE COMPLETELY REDESIGNED YAMAHA 25 HP FOUR STROKE.
Yamaha’s 25 hp four stroke features an innovative design for a power-to-weight that’s

not only class-leading; it’s category jumping. Twenty-four percent lighter than the competition,

our 25 hp is so light, it’s portable—and perfect for 14- to 16-foot aluminum boats.

Built on the proven DNA of Yamaha reliability, the 25 hp features:

 Two-cylinder, 432cc, SOHC, 4-valve EFI with multi-point injection

 Battery-less EFI for easy starts 

 Wide-span motor mounts for smoother running

 Shortened tiller handle for convenient control of small jon boats

 External drain for easy oil changes 

 Variable Trolling RPM Switch (VTS) for precision trolling

Learn more about the Yamaha 25 hp four stroke at 
YamahaOutboards.com/F25.



S tream trout are perhaps angling’s 
PRVW�SHUIHFW�¿QQHG�DGYHUVDU\��
Gifted with exceptional eye-
sight—perfect for their gin-

clear habitats—trout are ever wary and 
watchful for predators on the wing and 
the foot. Trout possess a powerful sense 
of smell; one their anadromous cousins 
use to return to the streams of their birth.

Stream trout are quick to detect (and 
reject) offerings that are tainted with 
synthetic materials such as insect repel-
lent or sunscreen. Sporting streamlined 
bodies strengthened by life in the current, 

trout make long, powerful runs toward 
the gnarliest cover and leap acrobatically 
into the air to throw lip piercings forged 
from sharp metal.

For trout enthusiasts, opportunities 
WR�FDWFK�WKHVH�WUXO\�DPD]LQJ�¿VK�DFURVV�
much of the country are plentiful. These 
range from rainbows and cutthroats 
SDWUROOLQJ�FODVVLF�IUHHVWRQH�¿VKHULHV�RI�
the mountain West, to behemoth browns 
prowling the meandering streams of the 
Midwest’s Driftless Region, to beau-
tiful native brookies teeming within 
Appalachian creeks.

ROD SELECTION
Trout “purists” wielding long rods of 
EDPERR��ZLVS\�PRQR¿ODPHQW�WLSSHWV��
and dainty assemblages of feather and 
fur might scoff at the notion of spinning 
tackle being the best method for catch-
ing trout. However, for most anglers, it 
is the best option for most stream trout 
angling situations.

Indeed, chasing trout with a spinning 
rod in hand can be just as technical a 
pursuit as any other, and often, quite 
rewarding in terms of both quantity 
and quality of trout brought to hand. 
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Spinning gear is ideal when targeting trout.
Story and Photos By Dr. Jason A. Halfen
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Many of the advantages of chasing trout 
with spinning tackle lies within the rods 
themselves. A dazzling array of spinning 
rod lengths, powers, and actions are 
available to support quests ranging from 
small-stream brook trout to migratory 
steelhead and everything in-between.

On a narrow, technical river, where 
abundant obstructions in the form of 
weeds and trees may abound, select a 
light-power, fast-action rod less than 6 
feet in length. These attributes allow for 
precise, short-range cast placement and 
a fun, sporting experience with smaller 

® ®
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brookies and browns. When venturing 
onto a wider, more open river with fewer 
overhead and streamside entanglements, 
step up to a longer rod—perhaps up to 7 
feet long—with a medium-light power 
and fast action. These attributes enable 
you to cast heavier lures longer distances 
while successfully managing battles with 
resident browns and rainbows into the 
20-inch class.

Spinning rods in the 8- to 9-foot range, 
with medium power and fast or moderate-
IDVW�DFWLRQV��DUH�DSSURSULDWH�RQ�ÀRZLQJ�
tributaries that support runs of large, mi-
gratory steelhead or browns. These rods 
support highly effective presentations 
for big trout—like casting large spinners 
or drifting spawn sacs—and have the 
perfect blend of power and forgiveness 
to handle anadromous trout pushing the 
30-inch mark.

If you’re looking for a good place to 
start your trout rod collection, the Trout 
Series from St. Croix—based in the 
beautiful Northwoods of Wisconsin—
DUH�KDQGFUDIWHG��WURXW�VSHFL¿F�VSLQQLQJ�
rods that offer the optimum blend of 
durability and performance.

PERFECT PAIRINGS
Complete your trout spinning rig with 
the appropriate reel. Shorter rods used 
to target smaller trout balance well with 
a 1000-series spinning reel. Step up to a 
2500-series reel for medium-length rods 
DQG�D������VHULHV�UHHO�ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�WKH�
longest rods for the largest trout.

In all cases, select reels with durable, 
lightweight construction, smooth, high-
quality drags and some sort of water-
SURR¿QJ�V\VWHP�WR�HQKDQFH�UHHO�SHUIRU-
mance and longevity. Remember, stream 
WURXW�¿VKLQJ�LV�RIWHQ�D�IXOO�FRQWDFW��LQ�
the-water experience where gear, quite 
simply, gets soaked.

Unlike bass or walleye angling—
ZKHUH�EUDLGHG�PDLQ�OLQHV�DQG�ÀXRURFDU-
bon leaders have become the norm—
PRVW�VWUHDP�WURXW�¿VKLQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�
DUH�EHVW�VHUYHG�XVLQJ�PRQR¿ODPHQW��
Select 6-pound-test line for your smallest 
combos, 8-pound-test for medium-duty 
tackle, and up to 12-pound-test when 
FKDVLQJ�ODUJH��PLJUDWRU\�¿VK�

7KH�VWUHWFK�RI�PRQR¿ODPHQW�LV�DQ�
asset when battling strong trout in tight 
quarters, while its chemical composition 
provides for near-neutral buoyancy—
UDWKHU�WKDQ�ÀRDWLQJ�OLNH�EUDLG�RU�VLQNLQJ�

OLNH�ÀXRURFDUERQ��,Q�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�
slower, natural presentations are of-
fered to highly-pressured or negative 
¿VK²OLNH�GULIWLQJ�D�VSDZQ�VDF�EHQHDWK�
D�ÀRDW�WR�ZLQWHU�VWHHOKHDG²D�WZR�RU�
WKUHH�IRRW�VHFWLRQ�RI�D�OLJKW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�
leader is often appropriate to ensure 
near-invisibility of the line at the bait.

LURE THEM
In many trout rivers and streams across 
the country, a well-focused selection of 
classic lures will often provide many 
seasons of success. Begin with in-line 
spinners—like those offered by Mepps 
or Rooster Tail—that provoke strikes 
IURP�OXUNLQJ�WURXW�E\�FRPELQLQJ�ÀDVK�
with vibration.

I like a smaller, slightly heavier spin-
ner in many inland trout waters, as these 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DOORZ�PH�WR�¿VK�VSLQQHUV�
fast, while maintaining the lure close 
to the bottom. Don’t be dainty when 
FKDVLQJ�PLJUDWRU\�¿VK��UDWKHU��VHOHFW�
a spinner that is well-suited for bass 

or smaller pike. Remember, trout are 
apex predators in most of their natural 
habitats and won’t hesitate to attack a 
lure that seems to be too large to anglers.

)ROG�LQ�VRPH�ÀRDWLQJ��PLQQRZ�SUR¿OH�
EDLWV�OLNH�RULJLQDO�ÀRDWLQJ�5DSDODV�LQ�
sizes 7, 9 or even 11 for the largest trout. 
Carry a selection of split shot weights to 
help pull the Rapala toward the bottom, 
where current is reduced, and trophy 
trout lurk.

Complete your tackle trifecta with 
some 1/16- and 1/8-ounce jigs. A black or 
brown marabou, or sparsely tied bucktail 
jig, expertly mimics many of the prey 
items that stream trout browse upon, 
DQG�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�FKRLFHV�WR�¿VK�WKURXJK�
long, deep pools.

What else do you need for trout suc-
cess with spinning tackle? Hopefully a 
pair of waders that don’t leak, a net with 
a reasonably long handle, and a pair of 
quality polarized sunglasses. Of course, 
don’t forget a creel when planning to 
invite a few trout home for dinner. 
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Practice good conservation by  
keeping only those fish you plan  
to eat. Gently handle and release  
others to fight another day.
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I ’ll never forget watching someone’s 
tent wheeling its way across the 
blustery desert because the guy 
lines were tied with granny knots. 

It was another reminder that as with most 
things in life, there is a right way to do 
something once, and plenty of wrong 
ways to do it then re-do it. The problem 
is, in this modern world, gadgets and 
gewgaws will do many things better than 
we ever could in city and suburban life, 
but “out there,” not so true. And even if 
you were a Boy Scout, those useful skills 
and knowledge have a way of falling 
RXW�RI�\RXU�PHQWDO�¿OLQJ�FDELQHW��

So, here are some tricks I learned from 
guides, cowpokes, grizzled trappers and 
other folks smarter than I, who probably 
learned the hard way, too. Some will 
PDNH�\RXU�GD\�D¿HOG���PRUH�SURGXFWLYH��
A few will make you the “cool uncle” 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�DURXQG�FDPS�

SHARPEN A KNIFE
Chuck Buck, founder of Buck Knives, 
taught me this. Grip the knife, extend-
LQJ�\RXU�LQGH[�¿QJHU�DORQJ�WKH�³VSLQH�´�
on the top edge of the blade. Try for a 
10- to 15-degree angle of blade to whet-
stone—the key is maintaining the same 
angle for both sides of the blade—so 

note where the spine lies in relation to 
WKH�SDG�RI�\RXU�LQGH[�¿QJHU�

If you have sharpening stone oil (or 
any other oil), use it. It keeps the fric-
tion (and blade-damaging heat) to a 
minimum. Be generous, because it also 
carries away the bits of stone and blade 
that gum up the sharpening process. 
Water or saliva will do in a pinch.

Make about a dozen strokes on the 
rough-grit side with moderate pressure 
on the blade. Stroke as if you’re try-
ing to shave a bit of the stone off, not 
back and forth, just the one direction. 
6ZDS�KDQGV��FKHFN�\RXU�¿QJHU�VSLQH�
angle, and repeat for the other side of 
WKH�EODGH��7XUQ�WR�WKH�¿QH�JULW�VLGH�DQG�
do the same. Unless you’re performing 
surgery, that’ll do.

TELL TIME
Extend your arm to full length, palm 
vertical to the ground. Cock your wrist 
VR�\RX�FDQ�VHH�\RXU�SDOP�ZLWK�¿QJHUV�
stacked atop each other. Raise your hand 
XQWLO�\RXU�LQGH[�¿QJHU�LV�MXVW�XQGHU�WKH�
ERWWRP�RI�WKH�VXQ��&RXQW�¿QJHUV�EHWZHHQ�
the bottom of the sun and the horizon. 
(DFK�¿QJHU�LV�DERXW����PLQXWHV�RI�UH-
maining daylight (go ahead, there’s time 
for one more cast).

WALK THIS WAY
Avoid twisted ankles—or worse—by 
stepping to the low spots in rocky ter-
rain, rather than teetering on the tops 
of rocks. They could roll, you could 
slide. This works well when wading a 
boulder-strewn river, too. Save your 
leg muscles for the pack out when en-
countering tangles of big logs, by step-
ping over, not on, them. Wheezing and 
SXI¿QJ�XS�D�VWHHS�VORSH"�7DNH�D�KLQW�
from Himalayan sherpas who stop for 
a second as each leg is fully extended 
on the “up” step.    

TAKE BETTER PHOTOS
If you want to make a statement, go to 
art school. To take decent shots to share 
with friends, read on. After a few estab-
lishing shots to create a sense of scale 
(tiny guy at the foot of monolithic cliff), 
¿OO�WKH�IUDPH�ZLWK�\RXU�VXEMHFW��IULHQG�
holding trophy bass, dog with pheasant 
in his mouth, backpackers loaded up 
and ready to go.

Most magazine-worthy shots are a bit 
asymmetrical. Move the subject just a 
bit to the left, right, toward one corner. 
On most phones, remember to focus on 
your subject before you de-center it. The 
eyes really are the window to the soul, 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

LESSONS 
LEARNED

Tips and tricks 
from experts 
improve your 
efficiency in 
the outdoors.
By Scott Linden

Guides and other experienced 
outdoor enthusiasts often share 

their knowledge during downtime 
in camp. Better pay attention.
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and if they are invisible due 
to shadow, your photos have 
less personality. Have your 
subject push up his hat brim 
and take off his sunglasses. 

LEARN A FEW KNOTS
The ability to tie a few 
helpful knots separates the 
men from the boys. You’ll 
¿QG�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�XVHV�IRU�
a trucker’s hitch, taut line 
hitch, bowline, square knot and two 
half hitches. Hint: Make knots easier 
WR�WLH��IURP�¿VKLQJ�OLQH�WR�FDUJR�URSH��
by giving yourself more “tag” end to 
work with. To learn how to tie knots 
IRU�VSHFL¿F�WDVNV��ZDWFK�WKHP�LQ�DFWLRQ�
at animatedknots.com

CRACK A COLD ONE
Open a beer or soda bottle without an 
opener. Grasp the bottle’s neck with your 
non-dominant hand like a baseball bat, 
so only the cap shows above your grip. 
With your other hand, insert a spoon, 
cigarette lighter base or other rigid tool 
under the cap edge, using the knuckle of 

your thumb as a fulcrum. Carefully lever 
the cap off; you don’t want to waste any. 

STAY WARM IN A SLEEPING BAG
Wear dry sleeping apparel. The clothes 
you wore all day likely are full of per-
spiration and will wick internal heat 
from your body. Eat or drink something 
warm before bed (I prefer hot buttered 
rum). Buy a sleeping bag with enough 
room in the foot area; toes compressing 
insulation are a sure route to misery. 
Use a sleeping pad to insulate you from 
the cold ground or air circulating be-
low your cot. Put a waterproof ground 
sheet (vapor barrier) under you or your 

tent to prevent bone-chilling 
moisture from seeping into 
your sleeping bag. 

SAVE YOUR ROD TIP
When busting brush hiking 
to that favorite stream, turn 
your rod around so the tip 
is behind you. You’ll tangle 
less, and minimize chances 
of catching your tip-top on 
the ground, in the bushes or 

against a tree trunk. Once you get to that 
honey hole, you’ll have one less excuse 
IRU�QRW�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK�

USE A BINO BETTER
Keep your eyes on the prize. When you 
see a big buck, for instance, slowly lift 
the binocular up to your eyes while they 
remain focused on the target. He’s still 
there, isn’t he?

Most of these tips won’t help you 
wiggle out of a survival situation, catch 
PRUH�¿VK��RU�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKDW���SRLQWHU�
you’ve been hunting. But you’ll be the 
envy of your peers in the outdoors—even 
if they won’t admit it. 

When sharpening a knife, try 
to maintain a blade angle 
of 10 to 15 degrees to the 
whetstone, and make smooth 
strokes in one direction.

STREAMLIGHT.COM
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ALWAYS READY. 
When you’re safely making your way to a new spot before dawn, tying 

bait when the dark clouds roll in and hauling all the day’s fish and gear 

back home after dark, Streamlight’s innovative and rugged lighting 

tools prepare you for great adventures on the water and beyond.
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O ne of the more head-turning 
results of the National Deer 
Association’s latest report on 
the status of wild deer and deer 

hunting in North America was the rev-
elation that nearly 90 percent of deer 
killed by hunters in the Midwest, 
Southeast and Northeast last year were 
tagged on private land.

That’s astounding, especially con-
sidering the mantra of “Public Land 
Hunters” and “Keep It Public” that’s 
resounded through various conservation 
groups over the past couple of years.

The reality is that, for most American 
whitetail hunters in the crucible of deer 
hunting, private land is where it’s at, or 
at least where the deer are at. The NDA 
report didn’t detail how hunters secured 
access to this bastion of buck habitat, but 
I can guess it was a combination of paid 
leases, land owned by friends and fam-
ily, and old-fashioned door-knocking.

Not one of those access solutions is 
particularly durable, which is why I main-
tain we need to pay closer attention to how 
we hunters both retain and grow access to 
the most perishable commodity in rural 
America: private-land hunting access.

The NDA report suggested a couple 
of solutions. One, widespread adop-
tion of the sort of private-land access 
brokerage programs that are so popular 
in the western U.S. Montana’s Block 
Management Program is a good exam-
ple. In that case, private landowners are 
paid a lump enrollment plus additional 
money for every day a hunter accesses 
their land. The payments are derived 
from a portion of hunter license fees, 
which has created a sort of perpetual 
motion machine of access generating 
more license fees, which then pays for 
more access.

Surprisingly, only a handful of states 
east of the Mississippi River have ad-
RSWHG�WKLV�VRUW�RI�XVHU�SD\V�XVHU�EHQH¿WV�
system. The NDA report indicated that 
only three of 13 states in the Northeast 
offer a formal private-land access pro-
gram, and, unfortunately, the trend is 
negative. Just nine years ago, six of those 
Northeastern states had access programs.

The trend is slightly more positive 
in the American Southeast, where four 
of 11 states surveyed offered formal 
access programs last year.

The lack of participation in formal-
ized access programs might be because 
Eastern landowners aren’t especially 
interested in allowing just anyone to hunt 
their land. That’s borne out by a concur-
rent survey of hunters conducted by the 
American Hunting Lease Association that 
found that 80 percent of respondents had 
a prior relationship with the landowner 
before accessing the land for hunting.

That same survey indicated that most 
of the hunting access was granted for 
free, without expectation of either a 
cash payment or in-kind gratuities. 
Some 69 percent of respondents told 
surveyors with the American Hunting 
Lease Association that they were not 
worried about losing their private-land 
access, but also that they were resistant 
to paying for hunting access.
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CONSERVATION

ACCESSING 
PRIVATE 
HUNTING 

Financial incentives 
for landowners ARE key to
ensuring more hunting 

opportunities.
By Andrew McKean



One way to read these two surveys—
one focused on supply of and the other 
on demand for hunting access—is that 
American deer hunters have a lot to 
lose. One generational change can turn 
a free hunting spot into a pay-to-play 
property. That’s where access programs 
can take some of the uncertainty out of 
this arrangement that’s helping wildlife 
agencies manage deer populations across 
the eastern U.S.

%XW�WKHUH¶V�DQRWKHU�SOD\HU�RQ�WKH�¿HOG��
It’s the United States Department of 
Agriculture, which delivers provisions 
RI�WKH�)DUP�%LOO��UHYLVHG�HYHU\�¿YH�\HDUV�
or so. The Farm Bill for the last couple 
of iterations has included a provision 
that allows farmers to get additional 
federal payments for providing hunt-
ing access to their land. The program 
is called Voluntary Public Access and 
Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-HIP), 
and it has opened some 3 million acres 
in 15 states to free public hunting.

The federal program increases pay-
ments going to farmers for conserva-
WLRQ�EHQH¿WV�LI�WKH\�DOORZ�VRPH�SXEOLF� 

hunting. It’s not a huge acreage (con-
sidering Montana’s Block Management 
Program provides hunting access to 
more than 6 million acres), but a pro-
vision in this year’s Farm Bill would 
reauthorize the program at no less than 
�����PLOOLRQ�RYHU�¿YH�\HDUV��7KDW�LQ-
vestment could double or even triple 
the scale of the program.

Congress will debate provisions of the 
2023 Farm Bill this summer, and there’s 
never been a better time to help shape the 
outcome to ensure federal funds work for 
hunters, landowners and wildlife manag-
ers. Here are a few provisions to push for 
as VPA-HIP is renegotiated:

• Extend the duration of these access con-
WUDFWV�IURP�DQQXDO�WR�¿YH�\HDU�DZDUGV��
That longer-term arrangement would 
ensure program continuity.

• Pay premiums for small parcels of high-
quality land. Many of these Farm Bill 
payments go to large-scale farmers who 
UHFHLYH�RWKHU�86'$�SURJUDP�EHQH¿WV��
But smaller landowners, like many of 

those in the East and Northeast, would 
be more willing to participate if the 
rental rates increased. Surely access to 
an acre of prime Ohio whitetail habitat 
is more valuable than access to an acre 
of South Dakota wheat stubble.

• Allow states and private groups to match 
Farm Bill payments. Imagine how many 
more participants we could have if local 
conservation groups contributed to a 
kitty that doubled or tripled the VPA-
HIP payments local farmers received.

• Consider a “known participant” roster 
for hunters who access private land 
enrolled in Farm Bill programs. One 
of the barriers to entry for some private 
landowners is they’d like to know hunt-
ers who access their land will be ethical 
and responsible. State programs that 
certify participants through advanced 
hunter education courses could ease 
those concerns and put more public 
hunters on private land, ensuring this vi-
tal link between landowners and hunters 
remains intact well into the future. 
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The wild woodlands around High Level, Alberta, are home to 
black bears of incredible size, stealth and, at times, spunk. 

By Drew Warden



B ouncing along on the ATV 
through northern Alberta’s 
mixed stands of poplar, birch 
and spruce among wide-open 

muskeg swamplands, I felt it: the un-
mistakable excitement—and unease—
of venturing into an unknown wilderness. 
Shawn Mack, a guide at W&L Guide 
Service and son of owner Wally Mack, 
expertly drove us on the scant path he 
and his brother Kristen, another guide, 
had carved out in the bush weeks ear-
lier with chainsaws.

The route saw us juking fallen trees, 
bounding into and out of small depres-
sions and cruising through open stretches 
among grassy bogs. Each minute, it took 
us deeper into the region’s wild public 
land (crown land, as the locals call it), 
ZKLFK�VHHPHG�WR�H[WHQG�LQGH¿QLWHO\��,Q�
one open spot, Shawn stopped the ATV, 
peering down at the soft mud.

“That’s a bear,” he nodded, gesturing 
toward an impression in the dirt. “Decent 
one, I think.”

Black bears were exactly why my trav-
eling companions and I had journeyed 
thousands of miles into another country 
amidst a global pandemic. The trip itself 
had already been delayed two years 
running due to COVID. Meanwhile, in 
that time, the bears hadn’t been hunted 
at all by outsiders, and we’d be among 
WKH�¿UVW�WR�GR�VR�WKLV�VSULQJ�

I was excited for the opportunity—
DQG�QHUYRXV��,W�ZDV�P\�¿UVW�EHDU�KXQW��
and other hunters’ stories had stoked an 
already-overactive imagination. In the 
months, days and even hours leading up 
to this, I’d envisioned countless ways 
I might perish by claws and teeth deep 
in the Albertan hinterlands.

The previous day at camp, roughly 10 
miles outside the town of High Level, 
fellow hunters spoke of various hair-
UDLVLQJ�¿UVW��RU�VHFRQG�KDQG�HQFRXQWHUV��
The wildest involved a hunter shooting a 
black bear that had climbed all the way 
up his stand until it had one paw on the 
very platform where the hunter stood. 
However, the most dangerous scenario, 
all seemed to agree, was having a cub in 
the tree above you with an angry mama 
bear on the ground below.

I hoped to avoid both situations. As 
Shawn and I veered off onto a different 
track toward the stand I’d be hunting, 
my heart thumped along in excitement 
mixed with a bit of fear. NI
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SETTING THE TABLE
W&L Guide Service operates 35 bait-
ing sites spread across roughly 200 
kilometers (124 miles) of crown land 
outside of High Level. The typical site 
is quite the spread. A rotting beaver car-
cass inside a plastic bucket is hung on a 
ridgepole between two trees. Cabled to 
another tree, meanwhile, is a 55-gallon 
GUXP�¿OOHG�ZLWK�EDLW��ZKLFK�EHDUV�FDQ�
access through a small opening in the 
side. The bait is an array of oats, chips, 
doughnuts, bread, syrup, grease, pop 
and more, which guides blend with a 
concrete mixer in camp. They also slather 
some icing on the barrel and often on 
a nearby log or fallen tree. Depending 
on the spot, the hunter sits in either an 
elevated, hand-built, triangular wooden 
platform between three trees or a more 
conventional metal ladder stand.

0\�¿UVW�HYHQLQJ�VLW��EHDUV�DUH�PRVW�
active then, and High Level’s May sun-
sets often occur around 10:30 to 11 p.m.) 
would be on the triangular-shaped variety. 
However, after pulling into the bait site, 
I’d barely noticed the stand before my 
eyes spied something dark and formi-
dable in the woods beyond. A black bear 
was already there and tentatively advanc-
ing toward the bait through the trees.

Shawn left the ATV running and start-
ed rebaiting the site. As he worked, he had 
me watch the bear with my gun in hand. 
While he strung up the beaver, another 
bear approached from our right, a singular 
mass of black fur partially obscured by 
the spruces. I was immediately on edge. 

$Q\�WLPH�WKH�¿UVW�EHDU�FDPH�WRR�FORVH��
Shawn bluffed him back. The second, 
meanwhile, seemed content waiting at a 
GLVWDQFH�IRU�GLQQHU��2QFH�6KDZQ�¿QLVKHG�
with the bait, he had me get in my stand.

“Should be an interesting sit,” he said, 
grinning knowingly before throwing a 
leg over the four-wheeler and leaving 
me alone amongst the trees. 

JUMPING RIGHT IN
Shawn’s statement was a prescient one. 
Hours passed like minutes as the two 
bears performed an elaborate show, 
which I observed from my front-row 
seat. It proved a healthy mix of comedy 
and drama.

7KH�¿UVW�EHDU�VWUXJJOHG�PLJKWLO\²
DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�VXFFHVVIXOO\²WR�JHW�DW�
the hanging beaver. He’d scale a ridge-
pole tree, latch onto the bucket with 
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W&L Guide Service uses metal  
ladder stands as well as hand-
built wooden stands. Bears have 
been known to climb into both.
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the beaver, fall on his rear and then get 
right back after it. Sometimes, he’d be 
suspended in the air, with nothing but 
his teeth clamping down on the bucket.

Meanwhile, the inevitable confronta-
tions between the two bears over food 
provided ample drama. Whenever the 
second one came too close to the bait, 
WKH�¿UVW�ZRXOG�UXQ�KLP�RII��WKH�EULHI�IRRW�
chases serving as cautionary reminders 
of the bears’ speed (up to 30 mph, ac-
cording to some sources). Several times, 
I worried the dominant one would drive 
the submissive bear right up my tree, 
but thankfully he didn’t.

Then there were clashes when both 
would rise on hind legs, slap and nip 
at each other, all while bellowing a se-
ries of guttural clicking noises. At one 
point, after winding me, the dominant 
one—curious of my presence—put his 
front paws on my stand tree before I 
shouted him back down. A third bear 
even joined the mix later.

It was like sitting inside a Planet Earth 
documentary, except with a 360-degree 
view and a real, though minimal, risk 
of bodily harm. Incidentally, Shawn 
later described this as his favorite part 
of hunting black bears over bait: watch-
ing them interact with the goodies, each 
other and the world around them.

Many people have reservations about 
hunting animals over bait. The typical 
argument is the method isn’t as sporting 
as, say, spotting and stalking an animal 
from a distance. To the contrary, though, 
setting up and managing bait sites is a 
ton of work. Plus, hunters get ample 
time to watch and judge a bear, which 
helps prevent shooting a sow with cubs 
or taking a younger male.

Before we left camp, we’d all been en-
couraged to take only bigger boars—those 
larger than 6 feet. As a newbie, I didn’t 
want to make a mistake on a smaller bear, 
HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�VLW��6R��,�H[HUFLVHG�
perhaps more restraint than needed. It 
didn’t help, as I discovered, that bears 
FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�¿HOG�MXGJH��DV�HYHQ�
veteran bear hunters in camp admitted.

Despite the built-in reference points of 
the hanging beaver (roughly 8 feet off the 
ground) and the barrel itself (about 4 feet 
WDOO���,�QHYHU�IHOW�IXOO\�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�WDNLQJ�
a shot. I ended my night without notching 
a tag, but I’d seen three bears and some 
of the most incredible wildlife viewing 
of my life. Hardly an unsuccessful sit.

BEAR NECESSITIES 
Take good gear for Alberta bruins.

On my hunt, I used the synthetic-stocked Mossberg Patriot Predator in .450 
Bushmaster ($568; mossberg.com) and the walnut-stocked standard Patriot in 
.308 Win. ($669). Their spiral-fluted, dual-lug bolts and detachable box magazines 
proved utterly reliable. Meanwhile, the user-adjustable LBA trigger broke perfectly. 
Both guns have hassle-free optics mounts and are great for bear and other big game.

A wide field of view and good light transmission in low light are key for baited bear 
hunts. Shots are often close, and most activity happens late. Swarovski’s Z8i 1-8x24 
($3,188; swarovskioptik.com) and Z8i 1.7-13.3x42 P ($4,166) both offer a wide 
field of view and have the new Flexchange 4A-IF reticle, which I loved. The illuminated 
dot reticle has a switch for bright daytime or low illumination. Hold the top intensity 
switches for 3 seconds, and you also get an illuminated circle around the center dot. 
It’s great for seeing your aiming point on a bear’s black fur.

For baited bears in thick forest, you want loads that penetrate deeply and carry 
ample energy. The .450 Bushmaster 250-grain FTX Hornady Black ($40; hornady.
com) and .308 Win. 165-grain SST Superformance ($44) loads delivered. The 
FTX’s one-piece, high-antimony lead core, mechanically locked to the jacket with the 
InterLock ring, worked flawlessly on my 7-foot black bear. And the Superformance’s 
progressive powders and SST (Super Shock Tip) bullet provided rapid expansion and 
a devastating wound channel in my second bear, which collapsed inside of 15 yards.

A hardy case to securely and legally transport firearms, like Plano’s Field Locker 
Element Double Long Gun Case ($299.99; planooutdoors.com) is crucial on long 
journeys. Its high-density, customizable foam offers custom-fit protection, and the 
wheels and reinforced padlock gates make safe transport through airports easy. It 
also has a heavy-duty waterproof Dri-Loc gasket and a pressure-release valve to 
equalize pressure due to altitude or temperature changes. The hard case held up over 
six flights and lots of rough handling, and the rifles inside remained perfectly zeroed.
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Two evenings later, however, I was 
still coming up empty. Subsequent sits 
KDG�EHHQ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VWDQGV�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW�
night. The second passed uneventfully, 
with nothing but a raven to occupy me. 
On my third sit, a bear came in late, but 
did so timidly, which made me question 
his size; the bigger bears, I was told, 
usually approach with some swagger. 
Unfortunately, not long after I was able 
to compare his size against the 55-gallon 
drum, he plopped down on the ground 
and didn’t move the rest of the night, 
despite my yelling.

Others in camp found success, though. 
Linda Powell, Mossberg’s director of 
media relations, took an excellent 7-foot- 
7-inch boar the second evening. 
Meanwhile, fellow hunter and writer Mike 
Dickerson shot two 7-foot-plus bears less 
than 30 minutes apart—from the same 
stand—with his biggest matching Linda’s 
in size. Sean McGee, Hornady’s director 
of operations, also shot a 7-footer, while 
another writer, Chad Adams, took one 
measuring 6 feet 8 inches. I was beginning 
to feel a little left out, and the pressure to 
tag a bear was slowly mounting.

How a bear approaches bait provides clues 
to its age and size. Younger, smaller bears 
often come in more cautiously. However, 
sometimes large bruins will sneak in, too.

TRISTARARMS.COM1816 Linn Street, North Kansas City, MO  64116  •  816.421.1400
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Some bears you could hear ambling 
WKURXJK�WKH�ZRRGV�D�IRRWEDOO�¿HOG�DZD\��
ungracefully snapping branches and 
UXVWOLQJ�OHDYHV��2WKHUV��OLNH�WKLV�RQH��
ZDONHG�DOPRVW�QRLVHOHVVO\��VLOHQW�EODFN�
masses sliding through the forest.

The bear made a big circle around 
WKH�EDLW��FRPLQJ�ZLWKLQ����\DUGV�RI�PH��
EHIRUH�¿QDOO\�VDXQWHULQJ�LQWR�WKH�VLWH��
+H�OLFNHG�DW�VRPH�LFLQJ�RQ�D�ORJ�IRU�D�
ZKLOH��EXW�D�WUHH�EORFNHG�P\�VKRW��7KHQ�
KH�PRYHG�SDVW�WKH�EDLW�EDUUHO�EULHÀ\�DQG�
started pawing at the hanging beaver. 
When I saw that he could reach it stand-
LQJ�RQ�KLV�KLQG�OHJV��,�NQHZ�KH�ZDV�ELJ��
DQG�ZKHQ�KH¶G�SDVVHG�E\�WKH�GUXP��KLV�
EDFN�KDG�EHHQ�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�EHORZ�WKH�WRS�

This is a shooter, I told myself. If he 
gives me a chance, I’m taking it.

I settled my scope’s illuminated reticle 
QHDU�KLV�YLWDOV�DQG�ÀLFNHG�RII�P\�ULÀH¶V�
VDIHW\��,�MXVW�QHHGHG�KLP�WR�FRRSHUDWH�QRZ�

(YHQWXDOO\��KH�GLG��SODFLQJ�KLV�ULJKW�
front leg far enough forward for a com-
IRUWDEOH�EURDGVLGH�VKRW��,�WRRN�XS�WKH�WULJ-
JHU¶V�VODFN��WKHQ�SUHVVHG�JHQWO\��WRXFKLQJ�
RII�D�+RUQDG\�����JUDLQ�)7;�EXOOHW�
IURP�DERXW����\DUGV�DZD\�

7KH�EHDU�EXFNHG�DW�WKH�LPSDFW�DQG�
GDUWHG�RII�WR�P\�ULJKW��+H�WRRN�D�IHZ�

FINDING REDEMPTION
My fourth sit would be in a stand 
FDOOHG�³7RONR�´�GXH� WR� LWV�SUR[LPLW\�
WR�ODQG�RZQHG�E\�7RONR�,QGXVWULHV��D�
large lumber company. The stand was 
DQRWKHU�KDQG�EXLOW�SODWIRUP�� OLNH� WKH�
¿UVW�QLJKW��EXW�KDG�UDLOV�RQ�ZKLFK�WR�
UHVW�P\�ULÀH��,W�DOVR�KDG�PRUH�OLPLWHG�
¿ULQJ�ODQHV�EHWZHHQ�WUHHV��DQG�WR�P\�
ULJKW��SDVW�D�IHZ�SRSODUV��ZDV�D�ODUJH�
FOHDULQJ�ZLWK�DQRWKHU� WKLFN�VWDQG�RI�
spruces beyond it.

7KH�¿UVW�IHZ�KRXUV�SDVVHG�ZLWKRXW�
DFWLRQ��$URXQG���R¶FORFN��RXW�RI�WKH�
FRUQHU�RI�P\�OHIW�H\H��,�VDZ�D�EHDU�HDVH�
in stealthily from the trees. The dispar-
ity between approaches was incredible. 

The author took his first-ever 
black bear with Mossberg’s Patriot 
Predator in. 450 Bushmaster and 
Hornady Black ammo.
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steps into the clearing as I cycled the 
ULÀH¶V�EROW�DQG�FKDPEHUHG�D�IUHVK�URXQG��
Then he ran along the timber’s edge 
EHIRUH�DQJOLQJ�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�VDPH�VWDQG�
of trees he’d left. I saw him stagger and 
go down, then try to run again, before 
ultimately collapsing near some fallen 
trees 40 yards ahead in the forest. I sat 
EDFN�LQ�P\�VWDQG��LQFUHGXORXV�DQG�WU\LQJ�
WR�IXOO\�WDNH�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW�

%DFN�LQ�FDPS��WKH�PRRG�WKDW�QLJKW�ZDV�
quite celebratory. Every hunter in our 
group now had at least one bear down, 

Hunting over bait allows hunters to watch 
bears for long periods, which helps ensure 
females with cubs and young males aren’t 
taken. It’s also quite the show.

C

®
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and Linda and Mike had both tagged 
out on two each. The fourth night had 
been a great success.

In the end, after six evenings of hunt-
ing, our group would score six bears 
over 7 feet, including the one I’d shot 
from the “Tolko” stand. The rest were 
all around 6 feet or better, with some 
approaching 7 feet. 

,�¿QLVKHG�¿OOLQJ�P\�WDJV�RQ�WKH�ODVW�
QLJKW�E\�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�VWDQG�,¶G�
KXQWHG�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�RQH��:LWK�OHVV�WKDQ�
two hours of legal hunting left on the 
ZKROH�WULS��,�WRRN�WKDW�YHU\�¿UVW�GRPL-
QDQW�ERDU�,�KDG�VHHQ�RQ�P\�LQLWLDO�VLW�
ZLWK�D�ZHOO�SODFHG�����JUDLQ�+RUQDG\�
SST from a Mossberg Patriot in .308 
:LQ��DW����\DUGV��8SRQ�LPSDFW�� WKH�
EHDU�VSXQ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�EDLW��EORRG�
dumping from his exit wound, and piled 
XS�DERXW���IHHW�IURP�WKH�EDVH�RI�P\�
stand. It was a perfect end to a great 
week of hunting.

All told, our group took 11 bears with 
four different cartridges—.350 Legend, 
����35&�������:LQ��DQG������%XVKPDVWHU��
Even better, all were large boars—a 
testament to the sound judgment from 
hunters and the impressive size of the 
bears that roam Alberta’s woodlands. 

BACKWOODS BASECAMP
Ample creature comforts may come as a surprise 

at these remote quarters for bear hunters.

Wally Mack’s W&L Guide Service (wlguides.com) pursues black bears from a 
comfortable camp just outside High Level, Alberta. The perfect staging ground 
for outings into the wilderness, the camp has an assortment of cabins with cots, 
mattresses and pillows as well as wood stoves or heating units. There’s a separate 
kitchen and dining area where Wally’s wife, Louisa, prepares fabulous homecooked 
meals. Hunters will also appreciate the shower facility with on-demand hot water.

While the camp’s look has changed significantly in its history—beginning first 
as a wall-tent camp more than 25 years ago—it’s always been set up near High 
Level. According to guide Shawn Mack, this is due to the area’s phenomenal bear 
population and the abundance of huge black bears. The camp’s biggest spring black 
bear measured 8 feet, 6 inches and weighed more than 600 pounds. Shawn also 
says the camp has had a 100 percent success rate, aside from hunters who’ve 
passed on really good bears in pursuit of true giants. Overall, it’s an exceptional place 
to stay and hunt if you’re looking for lots of action and a trophy black bear.
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The author’s second bear fell on the 
last evening of the hunt. The feisty 
boar dropped less than 15 yards 
from where he was shot.
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with Capt. Bob Songin of Reel Excitement Charters

WEST WEST
CENTRAL

EAST
CENTRAL

EAST

Name your favorite fishing tactic for May.

What’s your go-to lure when targeting salmon?

Describe a typical day on the lake in May.

What surprises anglers most about Lake Ontario?

How long does the fight last?

Why is booking a charter a good way to get into the action?
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      New York’s best charter boat captains are ready to take you, your friends, family and coworkers 

ÞVKLQJ� IRU� SRZHUIXO� NLQJ� DQG� FRKR� VDOPRQ�� EURZQ� WURXW�� VWHHOKHDG�� PXVNHOOXQJH�� ZDOOH\H��

VPDOOPRXWK�EDVV�DQG�PRUH��/DNH�2QWDULR�SURYLGHV�D�RQH�RI�D�NLQG�ZRUOG�FODVV�ÞVKHU\�WKDW�PDNHV�

memories which will last a lifetime. FISH ON!

For more information, and to book your Lake Ontario 
ÞVKLQJ�DGYHQWXUH��VFDQ�WKH�FRGH�RU�YLVLW�
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The

Black bear hunting in May is one 
of the best-kept secrets in the 
interior West. Snow is vanishing 
by the week, bears are active 

and visible, and Forest Service roads 
are largely open, allowing access 
into high country that hasn’t been 
visited since elk season. Bear densi-
ties are relatively low everywhere, 
and both hunting success and tac-
tics vary widely from the Northern 
Rockies through the canyonlands 
of the desert Southwest. Baiting is 
effective in those states that allow 
it, while calling with distressed-
prey wails can bring in bears on 
the run. Spot-and-stalk tactics work 
just about everywhere, especially 
in areas with steep, greening ava-
lanche chutes that attract bears like 
bees to honey. After you’ve filled 
your hunting tags, chase some fins. 
This is a great month for just about 
any fishing, from coastal steelhead 
to reservoir panfish and pre-runoff 
trout in the West’s rivers. 

A sampling of the region’s best hunting and 
fishing opportunities this Month

By Andrew McKean
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B ear is one of my favorite big-
game animals to eat. If you 
smiled at this comment, you 
know why. If you scoffed, 

keep reading.
When my wife was writing a big-

game cookbook, she had multiple fami-
lies taste-test her dishes, and nearly 
everyone mistook the bear recipes for 
beef. The key to attaining tasty bear 
meat begins the instant you pull the 
trigger. Recipes and cooks are often 
blamed for the gamey taste and texture 
RI�EHDU��EXW�LPSURSHU�¿HOG�FDUH�LV�PRVW�
often the culprit. Bears have thick fur, 
a tough hide and big bones, and can 
carry a lot of fat during certain times 
of the year. Their bodies are built for 
insulation and strength. If you want to 
optimize the quality of meat from your 
next bear, follow these steps.

1. HIDE REMOVAL
Snap your photos quickly and immedi-
ately start skinning the bear. Avoid the 
urge to load it into the truck and then drive 
around to show friends. The longer the 
hide stays on a bear, the more the quality 
of the meat is compromised. Even if I’ve 
taken a bear near a road where it can be 
loaded whole, I’ll skin it out on the spot, 
not wanting to drive even a short distance 
with it unskinned. That’s how much heat 
the hide and big bones retain.

2. GO GUTLESS
I use the gutless method when breaking 
down bears because it’s fast, and when 
WKH�KLGH�LV�ODLG�ÀDW�LW�SURYLGHV�D�FOHDQ�
work area. Start by laying the bear on 
its back, then make a cut from the base 
of the tail to the base of the neck. Cut 
across the inside of the front legs, from 

paw to paw. Do the same for the back 
legs. The leg cuts will meet at the mid-
section cut you initially made.

Lift the hide at any point where the 
initial cuts were made and start skinning. 
If there’s tension, don’t force it; simply 
move to another part of the hide. Keep a 
sharpener handy, as bear fat, thick skin 
and fur can quickly dull a blade.

3. JOINT WORK
As you skin your way toward the back 
of the bear, remove the paws at the ankle 
joints. This will allow you to rotate the 
carcass on the hide, keeping the meat 
clean as you go and loosening the skin 
on both sides. Continue removing the 
hide until the only place it’s connected 
to the carcass is the head. Skin around 
the neck to the base of the skull and 
sever the head at the atlas joint. The 
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FIELD SKILLS

Immediate field care after the shot is  
one of the keys to preserving the excel-

lent taste and texture of bear meat.

Black bear meat is delicious—but 
it must be properly cared for.
By Scott Haugen

BREAKDOWN
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head can be caped later or taken to a 
taxidermist. No saw is needed, as every 
cut is made at a joint.

:LWK�WKH�KLGH�IUHH�DQG�O\LQJ�ÀDW��UH-
move the hindquarters. The only blood 
that will be released during the gutless 
process will come from the femoral 
arteries when they are severed. Be sure 
the bear’s hind end is slightly slanted 
downhill so the blood runs off the hide.

4. HINDQUARTERS
Once a hindquarter is free, remove all the 
fat from it. Place the fat in a breathable 
fabric game bag, as it renders down nicely 
to cook with. With your knife, separate 
the muscle groups of the hindquarter, 
starting at the ball joint atop the femur, 
keeping them in their silver-skin lining 
and unfolding them as you go down to the 
knee, but leave them attached at the knee 

joint. Tie rope to the femur right below 
the ball joint, then hang it in the shade 
so the meat can start cooling quickly. As 
mentioned, bear bones hold a lot of heat, 
and this process ensures the meat gets 
cooling from both the inside and outside. 
Repeat with the other hindquarter.

5. MORE MEAT
Remove the front quarters and backstraps 
DQG�¿OOHW�RII�WKH�QHFN�PHDW��7KH�QHFN�
meat and the shanks are great when slow-
cooked. There’s no need to separate the 
sinew from these muscles, as the meat 
will cook off them. Remove rib and 
brisket meat for stew, jerky or sausage.

6. TIME TO DEBONE
Once all quarters are removed and all 
the fat is off them, debone them. You 
can use the bear hide to work on. Cut the 
individual muscles away from the bone, 
placing them in fabric game bags, never 
in plastic. With all the meat removed 
from the carcass, roll the carcass off the 
hide, clean the hide of any blood, fold 
and roll the hide skin-to-skin and get it 
cooling as soon as possible.

7. NO AGING NEEDED
Bear meat is the only wild game I do not 
hang to age. The oily fat and the ability 
of the muscles to retain heat can result 
LQ�RII�SXWWLQJ�ÀDYRU�DQG�WH[WXUH��ZKLFK�
is where much of bear meat’s bad rap 
comes from. Instead, wrap the meat in 
packages, label it and get it in the freezer 
as soon after the kill as possible. When 
it comes time to cook bear meat, plan 
ahead. Remove it from the freezer two 
to three days prior to cooking and let it 
slowly thaw in the refrigerator. Trying 
to quickly thaw it in the microwave will 
result in a gaminess.

When tended to quickly and properly 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG��EHDU�PHDW�LV�GHOLFLRXV��,¶YH�
eaten many black bears—even grizzly, 
brown and polar bears—and they all can 
be skinned, broken down and handled the 
same way. Go into your next bear hunt 
expecting success, as this will allow you to 
ZRUN�HI¿FLHQWO\�RQFH�DQ�DQLPDO�LV�GRZQ��
:LWK�WLPHO\��SURSHU�¿HOG�FDUH��\RX¶OO�EH�
amazed at how tasty bear meat can be. 

Editor’s Note: To see the gutless method 
performed on a bear, order the author’s 
latest DVD, Field Dressing, Skinning & 
Caping Big Game, at scotthaugen.com. 
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Skin the carcass as quickly as possible to start 
the cooling process. Hide, fat and bones hold 
body heat that can make the meat taste gamey.

When using the gutless method, the hide makes 
a clean work surface for removing the quarters 
and the rest of the meat.

Hang hindquarters in the shade by a rope tied 
below the femurs’ ball joints. Separate muscle 
groups, but leave them attached at the knees.
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Trout typically move from shallower 
to deeper water as sunlight levels 
increase. Successful anglers change 
tactics to stay on the fish.

With techniques tuned to each 
time period and light level, 
anglers can arm 
themselves to catch 
trout from dawn to dUSk.
By Gary Lewis
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I f April is the time to explore the 
HGJHV�DQG�¿VK�WKH�VKDOORZV��0D\�
LV�ZKHQ�ZH�SURVSHFW�IRU�WURXW�IDU�
DQG�ZLGH��7URXW�DUH�RQ�WKH�SURZO��

OHVV�VHOHFWLYH�WKDQ�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�LQ�WKH�
VXPPHU�PRQWKV�DQG�HDVLHU�WR�UHDFK��WRR��
ZLWK�D�YDULHW\�RI�PHWKRGV��,Q�0D\��ZH�
FDQ�¿VK�DOO�GD\�ORQJ�

'D\OLJKW�KRXUV�DUH�ORQJHU�QRZ��DQG�
ORQJ�FDVWV�DQG�OLJKW�OLQHV�DUH�WKH�RUGHU�
RI�WKH�GD\��$����WR���IRRW�VSLQQLQJ�URG�
UDWHG�IRU����WR���SRXQG�WHVW�LV�D�¿QHVVH�
ZHDSRQ�IRU�UDLQERZV��7RS�XS�WKH�VSRRO�
ZLWK�IUHVK�PRQR��OLJKWHU�OLQH�FDVWV�IDU�
WKHU��DQG�¿QLVK�ZLWK�D����RU���SRXQG�WHVW�
OHDGHU�� WKH�OHQJWK�RI�ZKLFK�ZLOO�YDU\�
EDVHG�RQ�ZDWHU�FODULW\��WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�
¿VK�\RX�DUH�WDUJHWLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��
&RQQHFW�WKH�OHDGHU��PRQR�RU�ÀXRURFDU�
ERQ��ZLWK�D�EORRG�NQRW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�VOLS�
WKURXJK�WKH�JXLGHV�HDVLO\��DOORZLQJ�IRU�
WKH�XVH�RI�ORQJHU�OHDGHUV�

7URXW�DUH�RQ�WKH�PRYH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
GD\��)DFWRUV�OLNH�WHPSHUDWXUH��SUHGD�
WRUV��SUHVVXUH�DQG�IRRG�VRXUFHV�GLFWDWH�
ZKHWKHU�WURXW�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZV��
DURXQG�VWUHDP�PRXWKV�RU�VXVSHQGHG�LQ�
GHHSHU�ZDWHU��7KH�WULFN�WR�WDNLQJ�PRUH�
UDLQERZV�DQG�EURZQV�LQ�0D\�OLHV�LQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�PDNHV�WURXW�WLFN��

THE FIRST TWO HOURS
(DUO\�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�DQJOH�
RI�WKH�OLJKW��WURXW�FDQ�IHHG�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZV�
ZLWK�OLWWOH�FKDQFH�RI�EHLQJ�QDLOHG�E\�DQ�
RVSUH\��7KLV�LV�WKHLU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FUXVK�
LQVHFWV�DQG�EDLW¿VK�ZLWK�DEDQGRQ��$V�
WKH�VXQ�PRYHV�KLJKHU�DQG�UDSWRUV�FRPH�
RII�WKHLU�QHVWV��UDLQERZ�DQG�EURZQ�WURXW�
EHFRPH�WKH�SUH\�DQG�UHWUHDW�WR�GHHSHU�
ZDWHU�IRU�WKH�EDODQFH�RI�WKH�GD\��

5DWKHU�WKDQ�XVLQJ�KHDY\�ÀDVKHUV�DQG�
VSLQQHUV�WLSSHG�ZLWK�EDLW�� WUROO� LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�WZR�KRXUV�RI�WKH�GD\�ZLWK�D�À\�RU�
DQ�DFWLRQ�SODVWLF��

$FWLRQ�EDLWV�WULJJHU�WKH�KRWWHVW�¿VK��
,Q�D�ULYHU�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�¿VK�DW�WKH�WDLORXW�
W\SLFDOO\�DUH�WKH�PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FKDVH�
D�OXUH��7LH�RQ�D�SODVWLF�OLNH�D�7HDVHU�
0LQQRZ�IURP�;)DFWRU�7DFNOH�LQ�WRDG�
PDJQHW��JUHHQ�SXPSNLQ�RU�EDE\�SHUFK�
FRORUV��,W¶V�QRW�D�EDG�LGHD�WR�SXW�D�VPDOO��
VOLGLQJ�UHG�RU�EODFN�EHDG�DQG�RU�D�VHTXLQ�
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EDLW�

2QH� RI� WKH� QHZ� ÀLHV� ,¶P� JRLQJ�
WR� EH� ¿VKLQJ� WKLV� PRQWK� LV� -XVWLQ¶V�
&KLURQROHHFK�IURP�5DLQ\¶V�)OLHV�� ,W�
EOHQGV�¿VK\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�FKL�
URQRPLG�DQG�OHHFK�DQG�FDQ�EH�WUROOHG�RU�
¿VKHG�LQ�SODFH��$�VLQN�WLS�RU�VORZ�VLQNLQJ�
À\�OLQH�LV�D�EHWWHU�RSWLRQ�WKDQ�D�ÀRDWHU�

EHFDXVH�WURXW�PLJKW�EH�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�WKH�
WRS�VHYHUDO�IHHW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�FROXPQ��,Q�
D�SLQFK��D�ÀRDWLQJ�OLQH�FDQ�EH�PRGL¿HG�
E\�DGGLQJ�D�VSOLW�VKRW�DW�WKH�OLQH�OHDGHU�
MXQFWLRQ��2SWLPDO�WUROOLQJ�VSHHG�ZLOO�
EH�EHWZHHQ����DQG�����PSK²DERXW�WKH�
VSHHG�RI�D�VORZ�ZDON��(VWDEOLVK�D�WUROOLQJ�
FLUFXLW�WR�IROORZ�D�FRQWRXU�OLQH�RU�WR�KLW�
D�GR]HQ�URFN\�SRLQWV��WKHQ�IHHG�RXW����
WR����IHHW�RI�OLQH�EHKLQG�WKH�ERDW��

9DU\�VSHHG�DQG�FKDQJH�GLUHFWLRQ�E\�
]LJ]DJLQJ�RYHU�WKH�WUROOLQJ�FLUFXLW��ZKLFK�
FKDQJHV�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�À\�RU�SODVWLF��
$�ORW�RI�VWULNHV�FRPH�RQ�GHFHOHUDWLRQ�RU�
RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�RI�D�WXUQ���

BEFORE NOON 
3LFWXUH�D�ODUJH�WURXW�EHVLGH�D�VPDOO�WURXW��
ERWK�KRYHULQJ�DW�UHVW�LQ�OLJKW�FXUUHQW���WR�
���LQFKHV�RII�WKH�ERWWRP��7KH�ELJ�WURXW�
ZLOO�PRUH�RIWHQ�EH�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�JUDE�
D�PRUVHO�GULIWLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�SDLU�VLQFH�
LWV�KXJH�PRXWK�FDQ�GLVSODFH�IDU�PRUH�
ZDWHU�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�WKH�VPDOOHU�¿VK�WKDW�
PLJKW�WU\�WR�VWHDO�D�EDLW��

+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�D�WKRXVDQG�RU�PRUH�
³OHJDOV´�IRU�HYHU\�RQH�WURSK\�FODVV�¿VK��
7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WR�SUHVHQW�WKH�EDLW�RU�À\�
LQ�WKH�]RQH�ZKHUH�WKDW�RQH�ELJ�¿VK�FDQ�
JUDE�LW�EHIRUH�D����LQFKHU�GRHV��
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Trolling with downriggers lets you 
present baits in deep water to target 

suspended fish, which is a productive 
tactic during the middle of the day.
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)RU�WKH�EDLW�DQJOHU�¿VKLQJ�IURP�WKH�
EDQN��WKH�OHDGHU�OHQJWK�LV�FULWLFDO�ZKHQ�
WDUJHWLQJ�UDLQERZV��7KH�EDLW�LV�SUHVHQWHG�
ZLWK�D�VOLGLQJ�VLQNHU�WR�D�VZLYHO�DQG�D�
���WR���SRXQG�OHDGHU��$W�UHVW��WKH�ELJ-
JHVW�¿VK¶V�H\HV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH����WR����
LQFKHV�DERYH�WKH�ERWWRP��6LQFH�UHVWLQJ�
WURXW�WHQG�WR�ORRN�XSZDUG��DQG�HYHQ�WKH�
OLJKWHVW�OHDGHU�LV�SUREDEO\�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�
EH�FRPSOHWHO\�YHUWLFDO��D�OHDGHU�OHQJWK�RI�
���WR����LQFKHV�VKRXOG�SUHVHQW�D�ÀRDWLQJ�
EDLW�RQ�D�OLJKW�KRRN�LQ�WKH�SULPH�IHHGLQJ�
]RQH�IRU�WKH�ELJJHU�¿VK��
&DVW�DQG�OHW�WKH�EDLW�VSODVK�GRZQ�DQG�

VLQN�ZLWK�DQ�RSHQ�EDLO��:KHQ�WKH�ZHLJKW�
WRXFKHV�GRZQ�� WXUQ� WKH�UHHO�XQWLO� WKH�
ZHLJKW�EXPSV�DJDLQVW�WKH�VZLYHO��3XW�
WKH�URG�LQ�D�URG�KROGHU�DQG�ZDLW��:DWFK�
WKH�URG�WLS�DQG�WKH�OLQH�IRU�DQ\�VLJQV�RI�
OLJKW�ELWHV�

LUNCH HOUR
$�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�DJR��%HQG��2UH���UHVL-
GHQW�DQG�EDVV�DQJOHU�'DYLG�6ZHQGVHLG�
LQWURGXFHG�PH�WR�WKH�'XR�5HDOLV�6SLQ�VS\�
EDLW��WRXWLQJ�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�FDWFK�ELJ�EDVV��
6LQFH�WKHQ��,¶YH�IRXQG�LW�WR�EH�HTXDOO\�
HIIHFWLYH�RQ�ELJ�WURXW��6S\�EDLWLQJ�LV�DQ�
XOWUD�¿QHVVH�WHFKQLTXH�IRU�WDUJHWLQJ�VXV-
SHQGHG�¿VK��$IWHU�VSODVKLQJ�GRZQ��WKLV�
OXUH�VLQNV�IDVW�DQG�VKLPPLHV�ZLWK�HDFK�
SDXVH��,WV�UHDU�WDLO�VSLQQHU�FDQ�DWWUDFW�
¿VK�IURP����IHHW�RU�PRUH�LQ�FOHDU�ZDWHU��
,�VRPHWLPHV�FRQIXVH�SHRSOH�ZKHQ�,�

WDON�DERXW�WURXW�¿VKLQJ�DQG�VSLQQHUEDLWV��
3LFWXUH�D�EDVV�VSLQQHUEDLW��ZLWK�D�WLH�WR�
FRQQHFWLRQ�RQ�D�9�VKDSHG�EHQW�ZLUH��
D�VSLQQHU�EODGH�RU�WZR�RQ�D�VZLYHO�RQ�
RQH�VLGH�RI�WKH�OXUH�DQG�D�VRIW�SODVWLF�
PLQQRZ�ERG\�RU�RWKHU�RIIHULQJ�WKUHDGHG�
RQ�D�KRRN�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH��)RU�WURXW��

GRZQVL]H�WKH�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RI�D�WUDGL-
WLRQDO�EDVV�VSLQQHUEDLW�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�
WKH�QHZ�����RXQFH�VSLQQHUEDLWV�IURP�
7URXW�:L]DUG�/XUH�&RPSDQ\��EDVHG�LQ�
%HQG��$OVR�FKHFN�RXW�WKH�6SUR�/DUYD�
0LFUR�DQG�WKH�0LFUR�6SLQQHUEDLW�OLQH�
IURP�'\QDPLF�/XUHV��

MID-AFTERNOON 
)LVKLQJ�ZLWK�VSRRQV�FDQ�EH�DQ�DIWHU-
WKRXJKW�IRU�PDQ\�WURXW�DQJOHUV��6XUH��ZH�
NHHS�D�IHZ�7ULSOH�7HD]HUV�DQG�7KRPDV�
%XR\DQWV� LQ�RXU�ER[HV�IRU� WUROOLQJ�RU�
FDVWLQJ��EXW�LW�LV�WKH�UDUH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�
VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�VSRRQV��+RZHYHU��LW¶V�D�
GHDGO\�WHFKQLTXH�IRU�ELJ�EURZQV��UDLQ-
ERZV��EURRNLHV�DQG�FXWWKURDWV��
0LFUR�VSRRQV��ZHLJKLQJ�IURP�����

RXQFH� WR� OHVV� WKDQ� D� JUDP�� FDQ� EH�
¿VKHG�RQ�VSLQQLQJ�URGV��À\�JHDU�DQG�

TWO RODS 
ARE BETTER 
THAN ONE

Double up to increase your 
odds of catching a lunker.

If you’ve been looking for a reason 
to get a two-rod license (offered 
by most Western states), this is it. 
With two rods, a bait fisherman can 
anchor off a point of rocks and cast 
one bait to one side of the point and 
another offering to the other side. 

Sometimes one color of floating 
bait works better than another. Two 
anglers, each with a two-rod license, 
can try four different colors to dial 
in the bite more quickly. 

A solo angler can troll for legals 
with a Mack’s Lure Trout Spin on 
one rod and a fly with a sinking 
line on the other rod to target 
bigger fish. Another angler might 
fish jar bait on one rod and cast a 
chironomid with another. 

When a state stocks a lake 
with 10,000 legals, biologists 
might also plant 10 or 20 or 50 
fish that look like salmon next to 
a limit of 10-inchers. These fish 
weigh between 2 and 15 pounds. 
Somebody is going to catch them. 
With a two-rod license and a well-
placed bait or fly, it could be you.
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Casting crankbaits, spoons and small  
spinnerbaits is a good way to locate  
schools of trout when fishing from shore.
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even Tenkara rods. They can be trolled, 
sometimes with bait tipped on the hook, 
but they are very effective when cast to 
cut banks and woody cover. Consider 
the Daiwa Crusader and Shimano Slim 
Swimmer series, as well as the smallest 
spoons in the Acme Kastmaster Tungsten 
0LFUR�6HULHV��7U\�WKH�¿UH�WLJHU��UDLQERZ��
brown and chub patterns.

Use a light line and a soft-action rod 
for easy casting. Replace treble hooks 
with single hooks for quick catch-and-
UHOHDVH�RI�VPDOOHU�¿VK��$WWDFK�WKH�VSRRQ�
to the leader with a nonslip loop knot or 
a snap or split ring to enhance the action. 

Look for places where minnows school 
up. Fish deep or off to the side. In the 
DEVHQFH�RI�ODUJH�JURXSV�RI�EDLW�¿VK��FDVW�
WR�FRYHU�DQG�OHW�WKH�OXUH�VLQN�DQG�ÀXWWHU�
next to the structure. Let the current take 
it and try for a slow, erratic retrieve.  

THE TWITCHING HOURS
In those last two hours of light, the whole 
cycle begins again as trout stage in edge 
habitat prior to moving back into the 
shallows. With daylight coming from 
the side rather than overhead, trout feed 
ZLWK�UHQHZHG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ���WR����IHHW�
of water. As the light fades away, they’ll 
LQKDELW�GHSWKV�IURP���WR���IHHW�

Big brown and cutthroat trout live 
on the edge of drop-offs, hunker into 
log jams and hang out in riprap near the 
dam and in slough-like side channels. 
These are the places where mice fall in, 
FUDZ¿VK�GLJ�LQWR�WKH�PXG�DQG�VFXOSLQ�
scoot from cover to cover. 

Twitching jigs are a good choice in 
these situations. They have heavy heads 
and are tied with rabbit-strip bodies in a 
wide variety of colors, with olive, brown 
DQG�RUDQJH�LPLWDWLRQV�RI�FUDZ¿VK�RU�
EDLW¿VK�EHLQJ�WRS�VHOHFWLRQV�IRU�WURXW��
Cast so the jig splashes down inches from 
the targeted structure. Close the bail but 
let the jig hit bottom by extending the 
rod. Lift and let the current take it. Try 
to let it tap the bottom. Move the rod 
tip from side to side. The strike can be 
arm-wrenching, or it can simply feel like 
D�³WLFN´�RQ�WKH�OLQH�DV�WKH�¿VK�H[SHOV�
water and sucks in the lure. 

Time of day, the angle of the sun and 
changing light levels are a few of the 
factors that drive trout action in May. 
8VLQJ�VSHFL¿F�WHFKQLTXHV��DQ�DQJOHU�FDQ�
catch trout at any time of the day. 
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When the light starts to fade in late  
afternoon, cast a twitching jig near  
riprap, log jams and drop-offs to find  
cutthroat trout relating to structure.

The author trolled a floating, sink-tip 
fly line with a Mack’s Smile Blade 
Fly to catch this trout from deeper 

water on a sun-splashed day.
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I t was early afternoon when I 
reached the ridgetop where I 
wanted to glass for the evening. 
It was four hours earlier than 

when I needed to be there, but it was a 
nice, sunny day and I just wanted to be 
in the mountains.

I slipped off my pack, set up my 
spotting scope, grabbed a snack and 

looked forward to taking a nap. But 
EHIRUH�,�FRXOG�¿QLVK�P\�VDQGZLFK��D�
bear slithered out of the creek bottom 
below me.

Looking through the binocular, I saw 
it was a dandy sow. Then a massive boar 
popped out from behind, hot on her trail. 
The boar dwarfed the sow, and without 
looking through the spotting scope, I 

knew it was a monster. Its back end 
gyrated when it walked, its front legs 
were thick all the way to the wrists and 
the divot atop its head glistened silver 
in the midday sun.

They were more than 800 yards away, 
moving through a brushy creek bottom 
that ran through the middle of a fresh 
clearcut. If they kept moving in the 
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When it comes to hunting 
spring black bears, 
the later in the season it gets, 
the better the action on big bruins.
Story and Photos by Scott Haugen

As black bear seasons wind down, bear  
activity ramps up. In late May, boars go  
on the hunt for both food and sows in heat.



direction they were heading, they’d 
run out of cover and give me the shot 
I was looking for.

By the time the bears emerged, my 
.338 Lapua was in the shooting sticks. 
First the sow wandered on to the opposite 
hillside, then the giant boar. They had no 
clue I was there. The boar kept trying to 
mount the sow, but she wouldn’t have 

it. Finally, she stopped, and so did the 
boar. That’s when I shot.

It was late May, with less than a week 
left in the season, and the black bear 
rut was in full swing. The bear I’d just 
taken was one of the biggest I’d ever 
seen. Tipping the scales at nearly 400 
pounds, the 16-year-old boar carried a 
record-book skull.

BEAR MOVEMENT
I’d hunted several days that spring sea-
son, and based on years of bear hunting 
experience, I knew boars would go on 
the move that last week of May. But it’s 
always hard to pass bears early in the 
season because you simply don’t know 
what will happen with the weather or bear 
PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�GD\V�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ�

CALLING 
SPRING 
BEARS

Crank up the excitement 
by convincing them 

to come to you.
I’ve had the best success calling 
black bears after I spot them. This 
allows me to adjust my calling to 
their behavior and interest level.If 
I can see a bear approaching, I’ll 
continue calling to keep it moving 
my way. If it loses interest, I’ll switch 
sounds and call more intensely. 
Sometimes they come on the run, 
sometimes they take their time. 
Sometimes, more than one bear 
will appear out of nowhere. I’ll use 
a mix of mouth calls and electronic 
calls, with rabbit, bird and fawn 
distress sounds being my favorite. 
Bear cub distress sounds are good 
starting in late May.

If I see fresh droppings and 
tracks, I’ll call into a thicket in an 
effort to pull a bear out. When 
doing this, I use an electronic call 
and keep it running nonstop for 
at least an hour. After every 10 to 
15 minutes, I’ll change up sounds. 
Bears have a short attention span, 
and keeping the sounds rolling 
increases their level of interest.

If bowhunting, have an arrow 
nocked and be ready. Things can 
happen fast, especially if calling 
blindly into thick cover. If the wind 
changes and moves toward the 
bear, you might as well quit calling. 
You can trick a bear’s ears, but 
you’ll never fool its nose.
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Late in the spring throughout the 
West, the weather might be so cold with 
blowing snow that bear movement will 
be limited. Then again, it might be 80 
degrees and bears could be active all day.

I’ve taken black bears on opening 
day in freezing temperatures with snow 
on the ground, and late in the season 
when it’s in the mid-80s with green grass 
standing 3 feet tall. Overall, there’s no 
question that the later in the spring it 
JHWV��WKH�PRUH�EHDUV�\RX¶OO�¿QG�RQ�WKH�
move. This is due to two reasons: the rut 
and increased food availability.

RUTTED UP
The rut puts the male of any big-game 
species on the move, and bears are no 
exception. The black bear rut peaks dur-
ing the month of June throughout the 
West, with pre-rut movements becoming 
noticeable in late May.

I once accompanied a biologist with 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife into the Cascade Range, where 
an extensive radio collaring project was 
taking place. I learned many things, but 
one of the biggest takeaways was when 
the biologist showed me on a map the 

path boars traveled during the rut. It was 
some of the most rugged country in the 
entire West, yet boars were scaling rocky 
mountain cliffs and heavily timbered 
ridges like it was nothing, covering 25 
miles a day. They weren’t just sticking to 
draws, gentle slopes and logging roads. 
They were plowing through terrain that 
ZRXOG�WHVW�WKH�PRVW�¿W�KXQWHU�

That isn’t to say that bears can’t be 
found in more accessible areas. I’ve 
noticed wooden road signs along log-
ging roads that get chewed on by boars 
GXULQJ�WKH�UXW��7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�VDZ�D�
shredded signpost I thought someone had 
vandalized it with an ax. Then I looked 
closely and saw the unmistakable tooth 
and claw marks of a bruin. While bears 
will certainly maul trees and stumps, 
you rarely see those in the vast forest. 
However, when driving logging roads, 
look to wooden posts for sign of bear.

Bears often tear up sign posts where 
two or three dirt roads converge, usually 
where multiple ridges connect. Bears will 
travel roads because it’s quick and easy 
and food grows along the edges, so look 
for tracks and scat. The sign chewing is 
a way of marking the area.

Bears have an incredible sense of 
smell. When I lived in Alaska, polar 
bear research was going on in the vil-
lage where I lived on the Arctic Coast. 
A biologist told me they’d tracked boars 
hunting on the pack ice for over 20 
miles, following the smells of a seal it 
had detected. Imagine having a nose so
powerful you could smell food cooking 
20 miles away.

Combine the bear’s sense of smell 
with its physical ability to cover rug-
ged ground, and it makes sense that 
they’d travel ridgelines and canyons to 
EH�ZKHUH�DLUÀRZ�FRXOG�FDUU\�WKH�VFHQW�
of a sow in heat.
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When a bear finds a food source it  
likes, it will often lie down and gorge  
on the item, like this cinnamon-phase  
bear munching on dandelions.

During the rut,  
bears will mark  
their territory by 
biting and clawing 
trees, stumps and 
even signposts.

Bears typically don’t digest their food 
completely. Droppings can provide hints 
as to what they’ve been eating.
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FOOD SOURCES
Bears have a short intestinal tract and 
FDQ¶W�GLJHVW�IRRG�YHU\�HI¿FLHQWO\��7KLV�
becomes obvious when looking at fall 
droppings, where full, undigested berries 
DUH�SUHVHQW��7KLV�PHDQV�WKH\�KDYH�WR�
eat a lot, and increased photoperiodism 
GULYHV�WKHP��7KH�PRUH�VXQOLJKW�WKHUH�LV�
LQ�VSULQJ��WKH�PRUH�YHJHWDWLRQ�ZLOO�JURZ�

Bears love gorging themselves on 
JUHHQ�JUDVV�� FORYHU� DQG�GDQGHOLRQV��
7KH\¶OO�DOVR�GLJ�IRU�ZLOG�RQLRQV��FHOHU\��
balsamroot and a range of bulbs and tu-
EHUV��7KH\¶OO�HDW�WKH�IUHVK�FRUQ�RXW�RI�WKH�
FHQWHU�RI�ÀRZHULQJ�VNXQN�FDEEDJH�DQG�
GLJ�IRU�WKH�OXVK��ZKLWH�URRWV��6RXWK�IDFLQJ�
slopes that receive more sunlight in the 
spring, below the snowline and under 
rocky hillsides where runoff is high are 
good places to search for bears feasting 
RQ�WKH�EXUVWLQJ�QHZ�JURZWK�RI�VSULQJ�

As squirrel dens grow active, bears 
ZLOO�URRW�WKHP�RXW��7KH\¶OO�DOVR�GLJ�XS�
hornet nests and tear up old stumps and 
ORJV�LQIHVWHG�ZLWK�WHUPLWHV��7KRXJK�WKHVH�
aren’t food sources on which to concen-
trate hunting efforts, look for the signs 
RI�EHDUV�IHHGLQJ�RQ�WKHP�WR�FRQ¿UP�
WKH\¶UH�LQ�WKH�DUHD��2IWHQ��ERDUV�RQ�WKH�
move hit these food sources as they 
happen upon them when searching for 
D�VRZ�LQ�KHDW�LQ�ODWH�0D\�

ON THE HUNT
7KHUH�DUH� WKUHH�DSSURDFKHV�,�UHO\�RQ�
ZKHQ�KXQWLQJ�VSULQJ�EODFN�EHDUV��)LUVW�
LV�WKH�RQH�,�XVHG�WR�WDNH�WKDW�PRQVWHU�
boar described at the beginning—get 
to a place where bears are known to 
travel, set up and glass for bears emerg-
LQJ�IURP�FRYHU��7KH�VHFRQG�RSWLRQ�LV�WR�
cover ground and glass, and the third 
LV�WR�FDOO�

/DVW�VSULQJ��,�WULHG�VLWWLQJ�DQG�ZDVQ¶W�
VHHLQJ�DQ\�EHDUV��6R��,�ZHQW�RQ�WKH�PRYH�
and located six bears in two evenings; 
WKH\�MXVW�ZHUHQ¶W�WKH�ELJ�ERDUV�,�ZDV�
KRSLQJ�WR�¿QG�

,I�VLWWLQJ�DQG�JODVVLQJ��EH�SDWLHQW�DQG�
NHHS�FRYHULQJ�JURXQG�ZLWK�\RXU�H\HV��
6HW�XS�RYHUORRNLQJ�NH\�IRRG�VRXUFHV�
DQG�NHHS�JODVVLQJ�ZLWK�ELQRFXODUV��2QFH�
a bear is spotted, size it up with a spot-
WLQJ�VFRSH��&DOOLQJ�EHDUV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�
effective, especially as the peak of the 
UXW�FRPPHQFHV��VHH�VLGHEDU��SDJH�����

No matter how you choose to hunt 
spring black bears, pay attention to sign 
DQG�IRRG�VRXUFHV��7KH�KDELWDW�WKH\�FDOO�
home is vast and dense, and they rarely 
show themselves compared to deer and 
HON��7KH�PRUH�WLPH�\RX�SXW�LQ��WKH�EHW-
WHU�WKH�RGGV�RI�¿OOLQJ�WKDW�EHDU�WDJ��
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Spring bear habitat is vast. Narrow your 
focus on favored food sources and places 
like ridgelines, where a boar might catch 

the scent of a sow in heat.

Things can escalate quickly when calling 
bears in thick cover. If you’re bowhunting, 
keep an arrow nocked and ready.





A V�P\�WUXFN�ZLQGRZ�UROOHG�GRZQ��
DQ� XQPLVWDNDEOH�0HUULDP¶V�
gobble carried across the prai-
rie to my well-trained ear. The 

VRXUFH"�$�GDUN�RUQDPHQW�RQ�D�GHDG�FRW-
WRQZRRG¶V�EDUH�OLPE��$QRWKHU�JREEOHU��
still on the ground, soon roosted, and I 
OHIW�ZLWK�D�VROLG�JDPH�SODQ�
$V�,�SDUNHG�P\�WUXFN�LQ�WKH�SUHGDZQ�

GDUNQHVV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ��OLJKWQLQJ�

intermittently lit the prairie. More than 10 
VHFRQGV�DIWHU�HDFK�ÀDVK��GLVWDQW�WKXQGHU�
ERRPHG��IROORZHG�E\�VKRFN�JREEOHV��
The radar showed the storm was moving 
QRUWK��PLVVLQJ�WKH�FKXQN�RI�SXEOLF�GLUW�
I was standing on by at least 10 miles. 
&RQ¿GHQW�,�ZDV�VDIH��,�EHDW�IHHW�WRZDUG�
the cottonwoods. 
:LWK�GDZQ� LPSHQGLQJ��,�KXQNHUHG�

DJDLQVW�D�WUHH����VRPH�\DUGV�IURP�WKH�
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HOW-TO

Late in the season, when hens are 
tending their nests, gobblers will  

still respond to calls as they search  
for any available late breeders.

Try these ploys 
if you’re looking 
to tag a late-

season gobbler. 
By Darron McDougal
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roosted birds. While I waited, they gob-
bled, double-gobbled and triple-gobbled. 
Eventually, the two rope-chested birds 
ÀHZ�GRZQ��ODQGLQJ�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�VKRW-
gun range. 
,PPHGLDWHO\��WKHLU�IDQV�EORFNHG�WKHLU�

heads as they strutted away. Beside me, 
a deployed Montana strutting tom decoy 
OLH�ÀDW�LQ�WKH�JUDVV��6ORZO\��,�SURSSHG�
it upright (I had great visibility and 

was certain no one else was hunting 
the property). By the time I raised my 
VKRWJXQ�DQG�SHHNHG�DURXQG�WKH�GHFR\��
the toms were already within range. My 
Benelli made its own thunder, claiming 
the larger bird.
,I�WKDW�W\SH�RI�KXQW�VRXQGV�OLNH�VRPH-

thing you’d enjoy doing yet this spring, 
OHW¶V�GLVFXVV�VRPH� WLSV�IRU� ODWH�0D\�
Merriam’s success. 

FIND LESS-PRESSURED BIRDS
+XQWLQJ�IRU�0HUULDP¶V�WXUNH\V�ZDVQ¶W�
always so publicized, but social me-
dia has made chasing the “birds with 
WKH�ZKLWH�WLSSHG�IDQV´�WKH�WKLQJ�WR�GR��
0HUULDP¶V�ÀRFNV�DUH�VHHLQJ�ZD\�PRUH�
hunting pressure than they ever did in 
WKH�SDVW��DV�GURYHV�RI�(DVWHUQHUV�ÀRFN�
ZHVW�IRU�D�³JULWW\´�VSULQJ�DGYHQWXUH�LQ�
the Western wilds.

 GAFMAG.COM   MAY 2023    53



Knowing that, it takes a creative edge 
WR�¿QG�ELUGV�ODWH�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ��SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�LI�\RX¶UH�KXQWLQJ�RQ�SXEOLF�ODQGV�
RU�SULYDWH�ODQGV�RSHQ�IRU�SXEOLF�KXQWLQJ�
ZLWK�ZDON�LQ�DFFHVV��,W�WDNHV�HYHQ�PRUH�
FUHDWLYLW\�WR�¿QG�ELUGV�WKDW�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�
SHVWHUHG�DOO�VHDVRQ�ORQJ��:LWK�WKDW�LQ�
PLQG��,�KDYH�VRPH�LGHDV�IRU�\RX�

)LUVW��GRQ¶W�WU\�WR�WDFNOH�WKLV�WDVN�ZLWK-
RXW�D�JRRG�SKRQH�DSS��,�OLNH�+XQW6WDQG�
3UR�VLQFH�LW�QRW�RQO\�GHQRWHV�SURSHUW\�
RZQHUVKLS�ZLWK�D�VDWHOOLWH�YLHZ��EXW�,�FDQ�
LGHQWLI\�DUHDV�ZLWK�SULPH�WXUNH\�KDELWDW�
E\�DOWHUQDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�D�IHZ�GLIIHUHQW�
OD\HUV��,�XVH�WKH�&URS�+LVWRU\�OD\HU�WR�
ORFDWH�DOO�DJULFXOWXUH�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\��HYHQ�
LI�LW¶V�RQ�DGMDFHQW�SULYDWH�ODQG��1H[W��,�
OLNH�WR�XVH�WKH�7UHH�&RYHU�OD\HU�WR�GH-
WHUPLQH�SRVVLEOH�URRVWLQJ�RSWLRQV��7KHQ��
,�UHIHUHQFH�WKH�7HUUDLQ�OD\HU�WR�VHH�ZKDW�
ULGJHV�DQG�EHQFKHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WKDW�
PLJKW�IDFLOLWDWH�URRVWLQJ��:DWHU�QHDUE\�
LV�FUXFLDO��WRR��%DVLFDOO\��,¶P�ORRNLQJ�
IRU�DUHDV�ULFK�ZLWK�WXUNH\�QHFHVVLWLHV�

$IWHU�DQDO\]LQJ�WXUNH\�KDELWDW�RQ�WKH�
DSS��,�WU\�WR�LGHQWLI\�ORFDWLRQV�WKDW�,�EH-
OLHYH�RWKHU�KXQWHUV�DUH�HLWKHU�WRR�OD]\�
WR�UHDFK�RU�ZLOO�RYHUORRN��7\SLFDOO\��LI�
\RX¶UH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KLNH���WR���PLOHV�IURP�
SDUNLQJ�DUHDV��,�NQRZ��LW¶V�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�
JR�IRU�D�WXUNH\��\RX¶OO�XVXDOO\�KDYH�VDLG�
ORFDWLRQ�WR�\RXUVHOI��2Q�ODUJH�SDUFHOV��,�
VSHFL¿FDOO\�VHHN�WKH�IULQJHV�ZKHUH�SULYDWH�
DQG�SXEOLF�ODQGV�DGMRLQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�
WKH�SULYDWH�ODQGV�KDYH�IDUPLQJ�RU�FDWWOH�
RSHUDWLRQV��ZKLFK�DSSHDO�WR�WXUNH\V��
DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�IHDWXUHV�FODVVLF�URRVW-
LQJ�KDELWDW��<RX�DOVR�PLJKW�FRQVLGHU�
WKH�URDGOHVV�DQG�WUDLO�OHVV�DUHDV�GHHS�
LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�ODQG��$QG�GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�WKH�
VPDOO�SDUFHOV�ZLWK�YHU\�IHZ�WUHHV��DV�

TOP SPOTS FOR 
MAY MERRIAM’S

Pack the truck and hit the highways for a turkey road trip.

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST, MONTANA
The Long Pines area of the Custer National Forest in southeastern Montana 
is a popular destination for turkeys. It 
encompasses more than 65,000 acres of 
pine timber with ranching operations on the 
outskirts. Nonresidents can scoop up an OTC 
license; the season runs through the end of May. 

KANIKSU NATIONAL FOREST, IDAHO 
Way up in Idaho’s panhandle is the sprawling Kaniksu National Forest, 

which is home to plenty of Merriam’s gobblers. Look to the fringes of the 
forest where agriculture is common on adjoining private lands. Camp 

on federal lands or stay in a motel in any of the nearby towns, 
including Priest River, Idaho, and Newport, Wa. Nonresidents 
can purchase a general spring hunt tag and/or apply for a 
controlled hunt tag. The season runs through May 25.  

THUNDER BASIN NATIONAL GRASSLANDS, WYOMING
Wyoming’s pine-timbered hills and riparian habitats southeast of Upton are home 
to turkeys, and there is plenty of land open to public access via the Thunder Basin 
National Grasslands, walk-in areas and lands operated 
by the state of Wyoming and the BLM. Focus on isolated 
pockets of pines or along Turner Creek. Camp on federal 
lands or grab a motel in Newcastle. Some Wyoming areas 
can be hunted with a general OTC tag, though Hunt Area 1 
is a limited-draw area with a January application period.

MESA COUNTY, COLORADO
Merriam’s thrive in Mesa County, where hunters can 
pursue tags on BLM and forest service lands, as well 
as a couple of state wildlife areas. This is big country, 
and Merriam’s are nomadic, so this hunt will test your 
physical fitness. Nonresidents can purchase an OTC tag 
and hunt through May 31. 
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Cottonwood stands are obvious 
roosting areas, but Merriam’s gob-
blers can cover miles of ground in a 
day. Don’t overlook open prairie.
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I’ve taken a couple of Merriam’s gob-
blers—including the one mentioned in 
the opener—from such locales.

Once I mark several options, I drive 
around and glass. Spotting scopes aren’t 
just for elk and mule deer; one can prove 
extremely valuable for Merriam’s hunt-
ing, too. While you can’t see everything 
from the road, the combination of bi-
nos and a spotting scope can help you 
spot birds at distance. Then, you hike 
in knowing—not hoping—that you’ll 
have birds to hunt. 

Obviously, not seeing birds in your 
optics doesn’t mean they aren’t there. 
Merriam’s are travelers, especially dur-
LQJ�WKH�¿QDO�VWUHWFK�RI�WKH�VSULQJ�VHDVRQ��
They can be skylined on a ridge one 
minute and out of view moments later. 
If your scouting gives you reasons to 
believe the property holds turkeys, lace 
up your boots and try to locate one.  

If your public-land spots aren’t pro-
GXFLQJ�ELUGV��RU�WKH�ELUGV�\RX¶UH�¿QGLQJ�
are running the other way when you 
FDOO��WU\�¿QGLQJ�WXUNH\V�RQ�SULYDWH�ODQG�
from the road, then ask the landowner 
for permission. This is far less daunting 
for turkeys than it is for big game, as 
folks tend to be less protective of turkeys 
than deer and elk. 

Most hunting apps will give you 
the landowner’s name. From there, 
I typically look up the individual on 
whitepages.com (I pay for the premium 
version so my search results reveal cell 
numbers). Then, I either call the phone 
number(s) listed in my search results or 
I visit the associated address (if local). 

Finding un-pressured birds is hugely 
advantageous this late in the spring. And 
ZKLOH�LW¶V�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�LQÀX[�RI�
hunting pressure, using the steps we’ve 
covered so far helps your cause. 

CALLS AND DECOYS
'XULQJ�P\�¿UVW�KXQW�LQ�D�JLYHQ�ORFD-
tion, I use my calls and decoys to the 
fullest extent (if the situation allows), 
and I usually have quick hunts with 
birds coming to the call. Once, I ranged 
a tom and jake at 1,000 yards. After 
making a few calls on my box call, they 
came running and were in my decoys 
within minutes. 

Not all Merriam’s are so responsive, 
however, so change up your calling and/
or decoys as needed.

If I have a bird responding, but not 
coming closer, I shut up and let the tur-
key’s curiosity build. If birds are seeing 
my decoys but hanging up, I might pull 
the jake decoy and leave just the hens.

In some cases, nothing you do will 
bring Mr. Merriam’s in on a rope. When 
that’s the case, it’s time to burn some 
boot leather and put on a stalk.
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If gobblers are hanging up out of 
range, consider removing any jake 

decoys and going with hens only.
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CLOSE THE DEAL
Elk hunters who routinely get within 
archery range of elk are great hunters, 
even if they don’t kill. Closing the deal 
LV�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�SDUW��0DQ\�WKLQJV�FDQ�
go wrong the moment that elk is in range. 

:KHQ�KXQWLQJ�0HUULDP¶V�WXUNH\V��
your greatest challenge with closing the 
deal is yardage. Inclined and declined 
angles mixed with varying habitat and 
WHUUDLQ�FDQ�FRPSOLFDWH�\DUGDJH�HVWLPD-
tion, and it’s common for hunters to 
miss due to underestimating distances. 

$OZD\V�FDUU\�D�UDQJH¿QGHU��<RX�PLJKW�
not be able to use it on a bird, but you can 
XVH�LW�DV�VRRQ�DV�\RX�VHW�XS��=DS�GLIIHU-
ent objects and memorize the yardages. 
7KHQ��ZKHQ�D�WRP�SRSV�KLV�KHDG�DERYH�
a rock or around a tree, you’ll know if 
he’s in range. 

7KHVH�WLSV�PLJKW�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�D����
\DUG�VKRW�DW�D�JREEOHU��EXW�WKH\¶YH�KHOSHG�
me take several. Use them, and you 
PLJKW�EH�VOLQJLQJ�D�ODWH�0D\�0HUULDP¶V�
over your shoulder for the hike back to 
the truck. 

KNOW THE TERRAIN AND GO
Terrain is almost always involved when 
KXQWLQJ�0HUULDP¶V�WXUNH\V��,I�\RX�VLP-
SO\�PRYH�ZLWKLQ�����\DUGV�DQG�VHW�XS��
you might miss the mark. With roosted 
birds, reference where the tom is roosted 
RQ�\RXU�DSS¶V�WHUUDLQ�OD\HU��1H[W��WU\�WR�
GHWHUPLQH�SRVVLEOH�ODQGLQJ�VWULSV�ZKHUH�
KH¶OO�SLWFK�GRZQ��7U\�WR�DYRLG�VHWWLQJ�XS�
GRZQKLOO�RI�D�ODQGLQJ�VWULS��DV�FDOOLQJ�
JREEOHUV�GRZQKLOO�LV�QRWRULRXVO\�GLI¿FXOW��
,QVWHDG��VHW�XS�OHYHO�ZLWK�RU�HYHQ�DERYH�
ZKHUH�\RX�WKLQN�KH¶OO�À\�GRZQ��

Also, know the terrain before mov-
ing in on birds that are on the ground. 
Whether I’m trying to run down a gob-
bler that evaded my calling and decoys 
or trying to close some distance before 
VHWWLQJ�XS�RQ�D�ELUG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��
terrain is my friend or foe. If I use it well, 
I’ll make my maneuver undetected, but 
HYHQ�D�VPDOO�RYHUVLJKW�FDQ�H[SRVH�PH�
and instantly end my hunt.

I’m constantly reminded just how 
PXFK�JURXQG�0HUULDP¶V�FDQ�FRYHU��%H�
LQ�VKDSH�DQG�QHYHU�IRVWHU�WKH�³WRPRU-
URZ¶V�DQRWKHU�GD\´�SKLORVRSK\��.HHS�
after birds as long as you can. I’ve hiked 
nearly 8 miles in a morning to kill a tom. 
7RPRUURZ�LVQ¶W�JXDUDQWHHG��SOXV�\RX�
don’t know for certain that he’ll roost 
in the same location. Go get him today. 
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Glassing from the road is an in-
conspicuous and effective way to 
find gobblers, especially in prairie 
habitat with lots of visibility.

After setting up, determine 
distances to decoys and sur-

rounding objects so you’ll know 
when gobblers are in range. 
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HOW-TO

As waters warm, it’s time to go 
flashy, splashy and nasty for 
big largemouths and 
feisty smallmouths.



T he story of Western bassing 
isn’t a single narrative. Instead, 
it’s at least three different sto-
rylines with a shared conclu-

VLRQ��¿VK�WKH�PRQWK�RI�0D\�IRU�IDVW�
action on shakers, but also your best 
chance at lunker bass.

With apologies for ignoring the nu-
ances of Western bassing, the three pre-
GRPLQDQW�VWRU\OLQHV�DUH��SRVW�VSDZQ�
UHVHUYRLU�ODUJHPRXWKV��ULYHU�VPDOOPRXWKV�
that will hit just about anything and 
SUH�VSDZQ�UHVHUYRLU�VPDOOPRXWKV�WKDW�
respond to surprisingly sophisticated 
¿QHVVH�WDFWLFV�

$�ERQXV�VWRU\OLQH�LV�WKH�KXPDQ�GL-
PHQVLRQ��:H�:HVWHUQHUV�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�
GLIIHUHQW�¿VK�WR�FDWFK�DQG�ELWHV�WR�WUDFN�
WKLV�PRQWK�WKDW�ZH�RIWHQ�WUHDW�EDVV�¿VKLQJ�
DV�D�GLVWDQW�GLVWUDFWLRQ��7KDW¶V�D�VKDPH�
EHFDXVH��DW�LWV�EHVW��:HVWHUQ�ODUJHPRXWK�
DFWLRQ�LV�DV�KRW�DV�RQ�DQ\�IDPRXV�ODUJH-
PRXWK�ZDWHU�LQ�WKH�6RXWKHDVW��DQG�RXU�
VODE�VPDOOPRXWKV�ZLOO�ULYDO�DQ\�*UHDW�
Lakes trophy.

7KH�:HVW¶V�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�SODFH�
VSHFL¿F�IRUDJH��WHPSHUDWXUH�YDULDELOLW\��
XQLTXH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�ZDWHU�PDQDJHPHQW�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�FDQ�PDNH�DQ\�TXDOLW\�
EDVV�¿VKHU\�ZHVW�RI�WKH����WK�0HULGLDQ�
worth your attention.

RESERVOIR LARGEMOUTHS
California leads this category, with any 
of a score of lakes up and down the I-5 
FRUULGRU�FDSDEOH�RI�SURGXFLQJ����SRXQG�
ODUJHPRXWKV��DQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�ODNHV�RQ�
WDS�WR�JLYH�XS�����WR����SRXQG�EDVV�DW�
DQ\�WLPH��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�0DUFK��
QRW�0D\��LV�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�WR�FRD[�RQH�
of these double-digit bass into biting, 
EXW�WKLV�PRQWK�LV�JRRG�IRU�QXPEHUV�RI�
post-spawn bass—and for tactics that 
FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�D�FDUHHU�¿VK�

Let’s start with the classic California 
reservoir bite. While the lower-eleva-
WLRQ�ODNHV�LQ�WKH�6DFUDPHQWR�DQG�6DQ�
Joaquin deltas are already getting 
PXJJ\� DQG� ZHHG\�� WKH� ODNHV� LQ� WKH�
6LHUUD�1HYDGD�IRRWKLOOV�DUH�FKHDWLQJ�
WLPH��¿VKLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK�RI�
0D\�OLNH�ORZHU�HOHYDWLRQ�EDVV�ODNHV�
GR�LQ�ODWH�0DUFK��/DNH�0F&OXUH��/DNH�
7XOORFK�DQG�1HZ�0HORQHV�/DNH�ZLOO�
DOO� JLYH� XS� ���SOXV�SRXQG� EXFNHW� 
PRXWKV�WKLV�PRQWK��&DWFK�WKHP�E\�SLWFK-
LQJ�ELJ�WURXW�SDWWHUQ�VZLPEDLWV�DQG�JOLG-
LQJ�WKHP�ULJKW�RQWR�QHVWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
DJJUDYDWH�PDOH�EDVV�

:RUN�D�ELJ� WURXW�VZLPEDLW�RYHU�D�
QHVWLQJ�PDOH�HQRXJK�WLPHV�DQG�HLWKHU�
KH¶OO�VWULNH�DW�LW�RU�WKH�QHDUE\�IHPDOH�
ZLOO�WDNH�RYHU�QHVW�SURWHFWLRQ��VWRUPLQJ�
in and attacking the bait herself. 

7KLV�W\SH�RI�¿VKLQJ�UHTXLUHV�VPDUW�
WLPLQJ�WR�DYRLG�FURZGV�RI�MHW�VNLHUV�DQG�
UHFUHDWLRQDO�ERDWHUV�WKDW�ZLOO�SXW�¿VK�
GRZQ��*RRG�SRODUL]HG�JODVVHV� WR�VHH�
underwater targets through the clear 
ZDWHU�DUH�DOVR�D�PXVW��DV�DUH�OLJKW�OLQH�
and pin-point casts and retrieves in 
order to get your bait lip-locking close 
to those bass nests.

7KH�EHQH¿W�RI�WKHVH�6LHUUD�IRRWKLOOV�
UHVHUYRLUV�LV�WKDW�WKH�ZDWHU�WHPSHUDWXUH�
DQG�VWUXFWXUH�YDU\�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ZLWKLQ�
DQ\�JLYHQ�PLOH�RI�VKRUHOLQH��(DUO\�LQ�
WKH�PRQWK��ZRUN�WKH�YHUWLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�
OLNH�URFN�IDFHV�DQG�VXQNHQ�KXPSV��/DWHU�
LQWR�0D\��\RX¶OO�¿QG�EHWWHU�DFWLRQ�RQ�
WUDQVLWLRQDO�¿VK�RQ�WKH�ÀDWV�EHWZHHQ�
current and slack water in the upper 
ends of these reservoirs.

&DOLIRUQLD�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�D�PRQRSRO\�
RQ�WKLV�ELWH��,GDKR¶V�6QDNH�5LYHU�UHV-
HUYRLUV��&�-��6WULNH��%UXQHDX�DQG�HYHQ�
$PHULFDQ�)DOOV��ZLOO�JLYH�XS�EUDZQ\�
ODUJHPRXWKV�WR�VZLP�DQG�JOLGH�EDLWV�
WKDW�LPLWDWH�VWRFNHU�UDLQERZ�WURXW�RU�
SDQ¿VK�VXFK�DV�FUDSSLHV�DQG�SXPSNLQ-
seeds. Ditto Utah’s Lake Powell, lakes 
0HDGH�DQG�+DYDVX�LQ�$UL]RQD��3XHEOR�
5HVHUYRLU�LQ�&RORUDGR�DQG�6RXWK�)RUN�
5HVHUYRLU�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�1HYDGD�

0RVW�ELJ�EDVV�DQJOHUV�GHSOR\�D�WZR�
rod approach for these agitation bites. 
)LUVW�XS�LV�WKH�RYHUVL]HG�UHDFWLRQ�EDLW��
VXFK�DV�DQ�DUWLFXODWHG�WURXW�VZLPEDLW��
+RZHYHU��WKH�PLQXWH�D�ELJ�IHPDOH�EORZV�
up on the bait but avoids being hooked, 
WURSK\�EDVVHUV�VZLWFK�WR�D�VPDOOHU�WXEH�
jig or creature bait. The idea is that the 
VPDOOHU�EDLW� OHDGV� WR�PRUH�KRRNVHWV�
DQG�¿VK�LQ�WKH�QHW�EHFDXVH�\RX¶UH�QRW�
¿JKWLQJ�WKH���LQFK�LPLWDWLRQ�DORQJ�ZLWK�
WKH����LQFK�EDVV�

/DWHU� LQ� WKH�PRQWK�� WKH�HDUO\� WRS-
water bite kicks off in earnest, and big 
¿VK�ZLOO�DPEXVK�VXUIDFH�OXUHV�ZRUNHG�
DFURVV�VKDOORZ�ÀDWV��)URJ�LPLWDWLRQV�
are far and away the regional favorite, 
though standard walk-the-dog poppers 
OLNH� WKH�=DUD�6SRRN�DQG� WKH���LQFK�
%HUNOH\�&KRSSR�DUH�WRSZDWHU�NLOOHUV��
Chug baits and double-prop torpedo 
EDLWV�FDQ�DOVR�WDNH�¿VK�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�OLJKW�
RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RU�WKH�ODVW�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
HYHQLQJ�WKLV�PRQWK�

 GAFMAG.COM   MAY 2023    59

A spinnerbait with a white skirt and  
a single Colorado blade offers both  
the visual appeal and the vibration 
needed to entice spring bass to bite.
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LEGIT LARGEMOUTH LAKES
1. New Melones Reservoir, CA:  
This impoundment of the Stanislaus 
River only rarely gives up 10-pound-
ers, but it’s a great destination for 4- to 
6-pound largemouths. You’ll need a boat, 
as shore access is lousy, but working 
creature baits along the vertical structure 
is good for post-spawn largemouths, 
along with smallmouths and even spot-
ted bass. During holiday weekends, go 
deep with wacky worms and swimbaits, 
DV�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ERDW�WUDI¿F�FDQ�SXVK�¿VK�
into deeper waters.

2. Tenmile Lake, OR: It’s not a reservoir 
so much as a freshwater impoundment 
MXVW�RII�WKH�3DFL¿F�2FHDQ�EHWZHHQ�&RRV�
Bay and Reedsport. But the productive 
&OHDU��(HO�DQG�7HQPLOH�ULYHUV�SURYLGH�
HQRXJK�QXWULHQWV�DQG�FRRO�ZDWHU�ÀRZ-
age to give this lake a ton of variability 
WKURXJK�0D\��7KH�%ODFNV�&UHHN�DUP�DQG�
east-side Templeton arms are both good 
spots for 6- to 10-pounders that can be 
found in deeper water adjacent to shal-
ORZ��ZDUPHU�ZDWHU�ÀDWV��7KH�JR�WR�EDLW�
here is a clatter-trap spinnerbait with a 
frog-pattern skirt. When the reaction bite 
slows, switch to slow-sinking plastics 
such as Slug-Gos and 5-inch Senkos.

3. Noxon Rapids Reservoir, MT:  
This warmwater gem of northwest 
0RQWDQD�KDV�HQRXJK�ÀRZ��ZDUP�ÀDWV�
and forage to produce the best large-
mouth of the Intermountain West. It’s 
one of the few lakes that can give up 
trophy bucketmouths and host a decent 
LFH�¿VKLQJ�ELWH��7KLV�PRQWK��ZRUN�WKH�
submerged timber on the railroad side 
of the lake, and sink slow-descending 
Slug-Gos along river-channel drops.

4. Lake Havasu, AZ:�7KLV�ELJ�&RORUDGR�
5LYHU�UHVHUYRLU�¿VKHV�EHVW�DW�LWV�XSSHU�
end, where the river enters the lake. Pitch 
weedless frogs into the tule reed mats in 
&DW¿VK�%D\�DQG�-RSV�+DUERU�RU�ZRUN�WKH�
VKDOORZV�DW�¿UVW�DQG�ODVW�OLJKW�ZLWK�VSLQ-
QHUEDLWV�DQG�&KDWWHU%DLWV��$�0RMR�ULJJHG�
VRIW�SODVWLF�LV�D�JRRG�¿QHVVH�EDLW�ZKHQ�
WKH�VXQ�FRPHV�RXW�DQG�WKH�¿VK�JR�GHHS�

RIVER SMALLMOUTHS
,I� WKHUH¶V�D�EDVV�ELWH�WKDW�GH¿QHV�WKH�
West, it’s big-river smallmouth bass 
WKDW�GHYRXU�MXVW�DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�¿WV�
LQ�WKHLU�PRXWKV��$�ELJ�DUWLFXODWHG�WURXW�

VWUHDPHU"�1R�SUREOHP��$���LQFK�6HQNR�
SODVWLF"�6DPH��$�VSODVK\�WRSZDWHU�SOXJ"�
Smallmouths will rip out of the current 
to take it. River smallies will even hit 
backtrolled herring plugs intended for 
steelhead and salmon. That’s all to point 
out that they’re opportunistic feeders, a 
pattern established by a population of 
SUHGDWRU\�¿VK��VWUHQJWKHQHG�E\�WKH�UHOHQW-
less current, that doesn’t know when the 
next meal will drift past.

I’ll take the Snake River at the lower 
HQG�RI�+HOOV�&DQ\RQ�DV�WKH�EHVW�H[-
DPSOH�RI�WKLV�¿VKHU\��6PDOOPRXWKV�LQ�
this stretch of river are competing with 
salmon, sturgeon, rainbow trout and 
any number of suckers, peamouths and 
northern pikeminnows, so they don’t 

mess around when a lure swings by their 
VQRXW��-XVW�DERXW�DQ\�MLJ��VZLPEDLW�RU�
spinner will take smallies in the Snake 
EHORZ�+HOOV�&DQ\RQ�'DP��EXW�WKDW�VDPH�
G\QDPLF�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�VPDOOPRXWK�¿VK-
LQJ�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�$UNDQVDV��<HOORZVWRQH��
&RORUDGR�DQG�&ROXPELD�ULYHUV��WRR�

The secret to consistent action in 
these rivers is to work your lures along 
vertical structure, whether that be the 
basalt chutes of the rivers of the Snake 
River Plain or the inundated rock humps 
of the prairie reaches of the Missouri, 
<HOORZVWRQH��%LJKRUQ�DQG�3ODWWH�ULYHUV��$�
FXUO\�WDLOHG�MLJ�ZLOO�ZRUN�¿QH��EXW�\RX¶OO�
get fewer snags and more bites with a 
weedless creature bait such as a 5-inch 
lizard or even a wacky-rigged worm.
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Noisy surface baits, like Berkley’s Choppo,  
will entice largemouths toward the end of  
the month as the topwater bite heats up.



SUPER SMALLMOUTH RIVERS
1. Black River, AZ: This impound-
ment of the Salt River is chock-full of 
2- to 3-pound smallies, and you might 
tangle with some in the 5-pound class. 
Spinners and small crankbaits will 
WHPSW�WKHVH�¿VK��DORQJ�ZLWK�MXVW�DERXW�
DQ\�OXUH�WKDW�UHVHPEOHV�D�FUDZ¿VK��7KH�
key to catching these bass is to work 
your lure convincingly in deep-water 
pools and any oxygenated current break. 
)O\�¿VKLQJ�ZLWK�FUDZ¿VK�SDWWHUQV�DQG�
standard Double Woolly Buggers is 
also a good option.

2. John Day River, OR: This gem of 
D�EDVV�¿VKHU\�LQ�QRUWKHDVW�2UHJRQ�ZLOO�
get better through July, but May is the 
WLPH�IRU�ODUJHU�¿VK�LQ�VODFN�ZDWHU�IURP�
Spray down to Cottonwood Canyon. The 
name of this game is slow retrieves. Let 
your neutral baits soak in prime water, 
and if you pitch hard baits, give them 
plenty of time in the strike zone before 

slowly winding them back. Above all, 
concentrate on slower water for the best 
big May smallies.

3. Willamette River Sloughs, OR:  
2Q�WKH�ZHW�VLGH�RI�WKH�VWDWH��WKH�EDFN-
waters of the Willamette River south of 
Portland hold an intriguing mix of large-
PRXWKV�DQG�VPDOOPRXWKV��<RX¶OO�¿QG�
WKH�ODUJHPRXWKV�GHHSHU�LQ�WKH�VORXJKV¶�
warmer water, and feisty smallies in the 
main-river structure.

RESERVOIR SMALLMOUTHS
In much of the West, water temperatures 
in bigger reservoirs are just now hitting 
60 degrees. Fish will be sluggish, but 
moving to their June spawning grounds. 
Cover lots of water with searching baits; 
diving crankbaits are hot, as are smaller 
spinnerbaits. Before vegetation spreads 
¿VK�RXW��ZRUN�VXQNHQ�KXPSV��YHUWLFDO�
shorelines and temperature breaks near the 
inlets of these big run-of-river reservoirs.

SUBLIME SMALLMOUTH LAKES
1. Lake Washington, WA: While large-
mouth numbers are down here, smallies 
are up. Work the galaxy of docks for 
5-pound slabs.

2. Fort Peck Reservoir, MT: This is 
WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�VOHHSHU�WURSK\�ODNH��DQG�WKH�
best big-bass bite is out of Hell Creek 
3DUN��*R�XSODNH�WR�WKH�QDUURZV�DQG�¿VK�
drop-shot rigs around sunken humps just 
off main-lake points.

3. Brownlee Reservoir, ID: This is 
D� YHUWLFDO�ZDOO� ELWH�� 6LQN� FUDZ¿VK�
imitating creature baits or rip lipless 
cranks over structure. The mudline of 
the North Fork Clearwater is known to 
SURGXFH�ELJ�¿VK�

4. Lake Powell, UT: The dewatering of 
WKLV�ZDUPZDWHU�JHP�PHDQV�¿VK�DUH�FRQ-
centrated. It also means sunken humps 
are especially visible. 
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As the water warms over shallow 
flats, wading anglers using spinning 
gear and finesse techniques can con-
nect with hungry smallmouth bass.



A SDFKH�WURXW�DUH�RI¿FLDOO\�GHV-
LJQDWHG�DV�$UL]RQD¶V�VWDWH�¿VK��
DQG�DUH�RQH�RI�RQO\�WZR�WURXW�
VSHFLHV�QDWLYH� WR� WKH�*UDQG�

&DQ\RQ�6WDWH��2QFH�QHDU�H[WLQFWLRQ��
WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�WURXW�KDV�EHHQ�UHVWRUHG�
WR�PXFK�RI� LWV�KLVWRULF�UDQJH�RI� WKH�
:KLWH�0RXQWDLQV� LQ� WKH�HDVW�FHQWUDO�
SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWH�
7KH\�ZHUH� OLVWHG�DV�HQGDQJHUHG� LQ�

0DUFK�������GRZQ�OLVWHG�WR�WKUHDWHQHG�
LQ� -XO\������DQG� UHFRPPHQGHG� IRU�

(QGDQJHUHG�6SHFLHV�$FW��(6$��GHOLVW-
LQJ�LQ�$XJXVW�������$IWHU�D�KDOI�FHQWXU\�
RI�FROODERUDWLYH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�UHFRYHU\�
HIIRUWV�EHWZHHQ�IHGHUDO��VWDWH�DQG�WULEDO�
DJHQFLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�SULYDWH�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV�� WKH�$SDFKH� WURXW�ZLOO� OLNHO\�EH�
DQRWKHU�VXFFHVV�VWRU\�RI�D�VSHFLHV�EH-
LQJ�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�HQGDQJHUHG�OLVW�
EHIRUH�EHFRPLQJ�H[WLQFW��7RGD\�WKHUH�
DUH�PXOWLSOH�UHFUHDWLRQDO�¿VKLQJ�RS-
SRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKLV�KLVWRULF�QDWLYH�WURXW�
RQ�ERWK�VWDWH�DQG�WULEDO�ODQGV�

THE HISTORY
$SDFKH�WURXW�ZHUH�RULJLQDOO\�IRXQG�RQO\�
LQ�WKH�KHDGZDWHUV�RI�WKH�%ODFN��:KLWH�
DQG�/LWWOH�&RORUDGR�ULYHUV�DW�HOHYDWLRQV�
DERYH� ������ IHHW�� ,Q� WKH� ODWH� ����V��
WKH\�ZHUH�DEXQGDQW�LQ�$UL]RQD¶V�:KLWH�
0RXQWDLQV��LQKDELWLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����
PLOHV�RI�VWUHDPV��2YHU�WKH�VXFFHHGLQJ�
���\HDUV��WKHVH�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�XQLTXH�WURXW�
ZHUH�GHFLPDWHG��8QFKHFNHG�HDUO\�ODQG�
XVH�SUDFWLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�OLYHVWRFN�JUD]-
LQJ�DQG�WLPEHU�KDUYHVW��FDXVHG�HURVLRQ��
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DESTINATIONS

Eastern Arizona’s native 
Apache trout fishery 
is on the rise again.
Story and Photos by Tony Martins



Construction to facilitate irrigation for 
a growing human population, as well 
DV�ÀRRG�FRQWURO�PHDVXUHV��IXUWKHU�GH�
JUDGHG�WKH�RQFH�SULVWLQH��FROG�ZDWHU��
JUDYHO�ERWWRPHG�VWUHDPV�$SDFKH�WURXW�
UHTXLUH��%\�WKH�PLG�����V��RQO\����PLOHV�
RI�VXLWDEOH�VWUHDP�KDELWDW�UHPDLQHG��DQG�
WKH�:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�$SDFKH�7ULEH�FORVHG�
WKHVH�VWUHDPV�RQ�UHVHUYDWLRQ�ODQGV�WR�
¿VKLQJ��OLNHO\�VDYLQJ�WKH�VSHFLHV�

$WWHPSWLQJ� WR� LPSURYH�D�GHFOLQ�
LQJ�¿VKHU\��IHGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�ZLOGOLIH� 

DJHQFLHV� LQWURGXFHG�QRQQDWLYH� WURXW�
VSHFLHV��%URZQ��EURRN��UDLQERZ�DQG�
FXWWKURDW�WURXW�HDVLO\�RXW�FRPSHWH�WKH�
QDWLYHV�IRU�IRRG�DQG�FRYHU��DQG�WKH\�SUH\�
on their young. Similar genetically to 
$SDFKH�WURXW��UDLQERZV�DQG�FXWWKURDWV�
K\EULGL]HG�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLYHV��HVVHQWLDOO\�
LVVXLQJ�WKHP�D�GHDWK�ZDUUDQW�

7KHQ�� LQ� ������ WKH�$SDFKH� 7URXW�
5HFRYHU\�3ODQ�ZDV�IRUPHG�E\�UHSUH�
VHQWDWLYHV�IURP�WKH�$UL]RQD�*DPH�	�)LVK�
'HSDUWPHQW��:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�$SDFKH�

7ULEH��8�6��)LVK�	�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH�DQG�
8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH��(DUO\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
ZRUN�LQ�WKH�����V�LQFOXGHG�FRQVWUXF�
WLRQ�RI�¿VK�EDUULHUV�RQ�VHYHUDO�VWUHDPV�
to prevent upstream migration of nonna�
WLYH�WURXW��DQG�VWRFNLQJ�RI�SXUH�$SDFKH�
WURXW�IROORZLQJ�VWUHDP�UHVWRUDWLRQV��7KHVH�
LQFOXGHG�IHQFLQJ�DORQJ�VWUHDP�EDQNV��
OLYHVWRFN�JUD]LQJ�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�ORFDO�HON�
KHUG�PDQDJHPHQW��VWDELOL]DWLRQ�RI�VWUHDP�
EDQNV�ZLWK�QHZ�YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG�URDG�FOR�
sures—especially at stream crossings.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Regulations and more for Christmas Tree Lake

Christmas Tree Lake is managed as a trophy Apache trout fishery. As such, only single barbless hooks may be used in order to 
facilitate catch-and-release. The possession limit during the regular season, which runs from the middle of May through Labor 
Day weekend (some years through Sept. 15), is five trout, no more than one of which may be an Apache. The lake holds a 
good population of brown trout, including some real rodbusters. Regular-season access is limited to 20 anglers per day, with 
permits issued on a first-come, first-served basis. Contact Hon-Dah Ski & Outdoor Sports (928-369-7669) for current pricing 
and reservations.

Fish Camp is operated the first two weeks in May, immediately prior to the lake opening for regular-season daily access. This 
program is a fully-outfitted, overnight experience. Permits include dinner and lodging the night before the reserved fishing date; 
breakfast, lunch and dinner the day of fishing; and the use of boats with electric motors to access the lake. For additional Fish 
Camp information, contact the Game & Fish office in Whiteriver (928-338-4385).
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At an elevation of 8,222 feet, 
Christmas Tree Lake is surrounded by 

alpine beauty that rivals that of the 
Apache trout swimming there.



2QJRLQJ�¿VKHU\�VXUYH\V�DQG�WKH�HV-
WDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FRQWUROOHG�
SURSDJDWLRQ�SURJUDP�DW� WKH�:LOOLDPV�
&UHHN�1DWLRQDO�)LVK�+DWFKHU\�DIWHU�\HDUV�
RI�IDLOXUH�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKH�VSHFLHV�QHZ�
OLIH��%\�������WKLV�KDWFKHU\�ZDV�VXFFHVV-
IXOO\�VSDZQLQJ���������$SDFKH�WURXW�
HJJV�SHU�\HDU�DQG�SURYLGLQJ���������
RI� WKHVH�DQQXDOO\� WR�$UL]RQD¶V�6LOYHU�
&UHHN�+DWFKHU\�IRU�UHDULQJ�DQG�VWRFNLQJ�
LQ�VWDWH�ZDWHUV�

FISH CAMP
&KULVWPDV�7UHH�/DNH�LV�WUXO\�D�FURZQ�
MHZHO�RI�WKH�:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�$SDFKH�
5HVHUYDWLRQ� �RI¿FLDOO\�NQRZQ�DV� WKH�
)RUW�$SDFKH�,QGLDQ�5HVHUYDWLRQ���7KLV�
KLVWRULF�DQG�VWXQQLQJO\�EHDXWLIXO����DFUH�
ODNH��FRQVWUXFWHG�DW�WKH�MXQFWLRQ�RI�6XQ�
&UHHN�DQG�0RRQ�&UHHN�LQ������DW�DQ�
HOHYDWLRQ�RI�������IHHW��OLHV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�
RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ�WKLUG�RI�WKH�UHVHUYDWLRQ��
,W�ZDV�QDPHG�IRU�D�JLDQW�VSUXFH� WUHH�
WKDW�ZDV�FXW�DW� WKH�VLWH� LQ������DQG�
JLYHQ�WR�3UHVLGHQW�/\QGRQ�-RKQVRQ�E\�
WKH�WULEH�WR�VHUYH�DV�WKH�RI¿FLDO�:KLWH�

+RXVH�&KULVWPDV� WUHH� WKDW�\HDU��7KLV�
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�DQ\�,QGLDQ�WULEH�
KDG�EHHQ�DVNHG� WR�SURYLGH�D� WUHH� WR�
JUDFH�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�ODZQ��&KULVWPDV�
7UHH�LV�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�ODNH�ZKHUH�
PDQ\�ZRUOG�UHFRUG�$SDFKH�WURXW�KDYH�
EHHQ�FDXJKW�
0D\���PDUNV�WKH�XQRI¿FLDO�RSHQLQJ�RI�

VSULQJ�¿VKLQJ�VHDVRQ�RQ�WKH�UHVHUYDWLRQ�
HDFK�\HDU��DQG�,�ZDV�SULYLOHJHG�WR�EH�
DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�¿VK�&KULVWPDV�7UHH�
/DNH�DW�³)LVK�&DPS´�ODVW�\HDU��,W�ZDV�
WUXO\�D�WRS�ÀLJKW�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�FDPS�
ZDV�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�ZHOO�DSSRLQWHG��
ZLWK�KHDWHG�ZDOO� WHQWV�DQG�RYHUVL]HG�
FRWV��D�FOHDQ�PHVV�WHQW��VDQLWDU\�IDFLOL-
WLHV�DQG�VSDFLRXV����IRRW�DOXPLQXP�
ERDWV�RXW¿WWHG�ZLWK�HOHFWULF�PRWRUV��VHDW�
FXVKLRQV��RDUV�DQG�DQFKRUV��)RRG�DQG�
GULQN�ZHUH�ERWK�H[FHOOHQW�DQG�SOHQWLIXO��
DQG� WKH�$SDFKH� WURXW�ZHUH�FRORUIXO��
IHLVW\�DQG�FRRSHUDWLYH�
,�KDGQ¶W�¿VKHG�&KULVWPDV�7UHH�IRU�

VHYHUDO�\HDUV�SULRU�WR�PDNLQJ�P\�PRVW�
UHFHQW�YLVLW��DQG�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�
¿VKHU\�� WKH�FDPS�DQG� WKH�VXUURXQG-
LQJV�ZHUH�QRWDEOH�DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��
:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�$SDFKH�*DPH�	�)LVK�
'HSDUWPHQW�'LUHFWRU�6WXDUW�/HRQ�DQG�
KLV�VWDII�DUH�WR�EH�FRPPHQGHG�IRU�WKH�
WUHPHQGRXV�SURJUHVV�WKH\�KDYH�PDGH��

WHAT APACHE TROUT EAT
Load up your boxes with these flies and lures.

During my outing to Chirstmas Tree Lake last May, Apache trout would seemingly 
eating anything gold. Spin-fishermen scored regularly with small, gold Kastmaster 
spoons, gold Acme Phoebes and Zona Z-rays—both trolled and cast. Small spinners 
like the Panther Martin were also effective. 

Fly-fishermen found success with traditional favorites like the Woolly Bugger, 
Peacock Lady and Prince Nymph. Black ant and cricket dry flies are two of my 
personal favorites, and although I tried hard for a couple of hours, I could not 
entice any bites on dries. Capitalizing on the preference for gold, I switched to a 
Woolly Bugger with a gold bead head and immediately began catching fish. Bead-
head leech patterns were also effective. 

Small hook sizes (14 through 18) are best for stream fish, while larger hooks 
(sizes 6 to 8) will work for lake fish. Black and purple worked best early and late in 
the day, while yellow and silver/gray worked best in midday brightness. Fish would 
often rise from weedy growth on the bottom to strike a foot or so below the surface.
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Apache trout in Christmas 
Tree Lake eagerly attack small 
offerings, including bead-head 
nymphs and spoons.



GovMint.com • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. WRD294-05, Eagan, MN 55121

T
ravel the globe, without leaving home—with this set of the 
world’s fi ve most popular pure silver coins. Newly struck 
for 2023 in one ounce of fi ne silver, each coin will arrive in 

Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) condition. Your excursion includes 
stops in the United States, Canada, South Africa, China and Great 
Britain. 

We’ve Done the Work for You with this 
Extraordinary 5-Pc. World Silver Coin Set

Each of these coins is recognized for its breathtaking beauty, and 
for its stability even in unstable times, since each coin is backed by 
its government for weight, purity and legal-tender value.

2023 American Silver Eagle: The Silver Eagle is the most popular 
coin in the world, with its iconic Adolph Weinman Walking 
Liberty obverse backed by Emily Damstra's Eagle Landing reverse. 
Struck in 99.9% fine silver at the U.S. Mint.

2023 Canada Maple Leaf: A highly sought-after 
bullion coin since 1988, this 2023 issue includes 
the FIRST and likely only use of a transitional 
portrait, of the late Queen Elizabeth II. These 
are also expected to be the LAST Maple Leafs to 
bear Her Majesty's effigy. Struck in high-purity 
99.99% fine silver at the Royal Canadian Mint. 

2023 South African Krugerrand: The Krugerrand continues to 
be the best-known, most respected numismatic coin brand in the 
world. 2023 is the Silver Krugerrand's 6th year of issue. Struck in 
99.9% fine silver at the South African Mint.

2023 China Silver Panda: 2023 is the 40th anniversary of the first 
silver Panda coin, issued in 1983. China Pandas are noted for their 
heart-warming one-year-only designs. Struck in 99.9% fine silver at 
the China Mint.

2023 British Silver Britannia: One of the Royal 
Mint's flagship coins, this 2023 issue is the FIRST
in the Silver Britannia series to carry the portrait 

Elizabeth II. Struck in 99.9% fine silver.

Exquisite Designs Struck in Precious Silver
These coins, with stunningly gorgeous finishes and detailed designs 
that speak to their country of origin, are sure to hold a treasured 
place in your collection. Plus, they provide you with a unique way 

will cherish. Act now!

SAVE with this 
World Coin Set

You’ll save both time and money on 
this world coin set with FREE shipping 
and a BONUS presentation case, plus a 
new and informative Silver Passport!

2023 World Silver 5-Coin Set Regular Price $229 – $199

SAVE $30.00 (over 13%)  + FREE SHIPPING
FREE SHIPPING: Standard domestic shipping. Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-888-201-7070
Offer Code WRD294-05
Please mention this code when you call.

Your Silver Passport to Travel the World

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi  liated with the U.S. government. Th e collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. 
GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of 
publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-condi-
tions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2023 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

Not sold yet? To learn more, 
place your phone camera here >>>
or visit govmint.com/WRD

BONUS 
Case!



despite setbacks from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The camp was festive and 
well run, with Tribal Game & Fish 
Ranger Josiah Amos presiding over 
activities. Camp staff handled a variety 
of duties, from assisting anglers with 
gear and boat launching, to charging 
ERDW�EDWWHULHV�DQG�IXHOLQJ�FDPS¿UHV�DQG�
wood stoves. The kitchen staff whipped 
up some tasty meals that undoubtedly 
added an inch or two to our waistlines.

APACHE ACTION
A week or so prior to opening, the lake 
was stocked with Apache trout from 
:LOOLDPV�&UHHN��LQFOXGLQJ�¿VK�XS�WR�
20 inches. Any concern over recently 
WUDQVSODQWHG�¿VK�QRW�ELWLQJ�ZDV�DOPRVW�
immediately dispelled. We were on 
the lake less than 5 minutes before my 
¿VKLQJ�SDUWQHU��1HZ�<RUN�YHWHULQDULDQ�
George Pinkham, hooked and landed 
KLV�¿UVW�$SDFKH�WURXW��$QG�WKH�DFWLRQ�
continued for almost all the of eight-plus 
KRXUV�ZH�¿VKHG��$OWKRXJK�$SDFKH�WURXW�
often do not survive the winter in high-
elevation reservation lakes, we caught 
D�QXPEHU�RI�KXVN\�³KROGRYHU´�¿VK�WKDW�

ZHUH�HDVLO\�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�PRUH�YLEUDQW�
colors of yellow on the belly, rose on 
gill plates and midline, and peach on 
SHOYLF��SHFWRUDO�DQG�DQDO�¿QV��7KLV�LV�D�
testament to the health of these hatchery-
UHDUHG�¿VK��

We made the drive to the lake east 
from Pinetop-Lakeside on State Route 
260 to State Route 473, then south 10 

miles to Hawley Lake. From there, we 
followed the signs south on Indian Route 
26 for about 15 miles. The drive went 
smoothly, as the roads were in surpris-
ingly good shape. George and I we were 
treated to numerous sightings of elk 
and mule deer and amorous Merriam’s 
turkeys, so keep an eye out for action 
above the waterline, too. 

OTHER APACHE 
TROUT WATERS

WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE RESERVATION WATERS
Sunrise Lake, Hawley Lake, Earl Park Lake, Pacheta Lake, Hurricane Lake, Horseshoe 
Lake, Bog Lake, Shus Be Tou Lake and Shus Be Zahze Lake, as well as hundreds of 
miles of streams. A tribal fishing permit or special lake fishing permit is required. Be 
sure to ask for a reservation map that identifies closed areas.

ARIZONA STATE WATERS 
East Fork and West Fork of the Black River, Upper Fork of the Black River near Big 
Lake, West Fork of the Little Colorado River (below Mt. Baldy, as well as in the town of 
Greer), Upper Silver Creek and Lee Valley Reservoir. A state fishing license and trout 
stamp are required. Contact the AZGFD regional office in Pinetop (928-367-4281).
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Christmas Tree Lake is stocked 
with Apache trout from Williams 

Creek National Fish Hatchery, 
and holdover fish are present.
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At La Zona on the Uruguay River, 
menacing dorado with monster 
maws test the strength 
of both tackle and anglers.

STRIKING



I heaved the 6-ounce spinnerbait 
and trailer as far as I could toward 
the dam and let it fall toward the 
bottom. Powerful currents from 

the hydroelectric power plant’s 14 open 
gates quickly swept the bait downstream 
and away from our boat. The offering 
started tumbling through huge rocks 
some 10 to 12 feet below the surface. I 
began a slow crank, keeping the bait at 
a depth where it bumped into the boul-
ders about every 5 seconds or so.

The boat continued its drift down-
stream in the tailrace area as I retrieved 
P\�¿UVW�FDVW�RI�WKH�GD\��,�WRVVHG�LW�DJDLQ�
as far upstream as possible and engaged 
the reel after the lure’s 8-second free 
fall. On the second handle revolution, 
I felt the spinnerbait tick a rock, then a 
JLDQW�JROGHQ�¿VK�VODPPHG�LW�DQG�WRRN�
off pulling drag.

“Set the hook! Set the hook!” yelled 
my guide Elbio. “Again!”

,�FRPSOLHG�DQG�WKH�ELJ�¿VK�WRRN�WR�
the air, trying to shake free of the heavy 
lure. Three more surface-clearing leaps 
and a few reel-screaming runs treated us 
to a show of the force and tenacity that 
have made the Uruguay River’s dorado 
famous. My hook stayed implanted in 
WKH�¿VK¶V�MDZ��DQG�,�JDLQHG�OLQH�DIWHU�
HDFK�MXPS��7KH�JXLGH�¿QDOO\�XVHG�WKH�
BogaGrip to end the battle and weigh 
P\�¿UVW�ELJ�GRUDGR��D����SRXQGHU�

$IWHU� WKDW�¿VK�RQ�P\�VHFRQG�FDVW�
ever at La Zona, the world’s premier 
JLDQW�GRUDGR�¿VKHU\��P\�¿VKLQJ�EXGG\��
Peter Kim, and I thought it was going 
WR�EH�HDV\��:LWK�WKH�¿VK�IHHGLQJ�HYHQ�
LQ�WKH�FROG��PXGG\�ZDWHU��ZH�¿JXUHG�
we were going to catch the big guys 
all day long. Wrong. We caught only 
WKUHH�PRUH�VPDOO�¿VK�XQGHU����SRXQGV�
LQ�WKDW�¿UVW�³VORZ´�PRUQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�RI�
four hours.

We headed for a big steak lunch at 
WKH�ORGJH�ZLWK�RXU�WZR�RWKHU�¿VKLQJ�
buddies, experienced La Zona anglers 
Gary Clark and Hank Szopinski. After 
a full stomach and short siesta, we went 
out in two boats for another four hours. 
Activity improved substantially. Only 
eight dam gates were open, resulting 
in slightly slower currents. Peter and I 
caught a couple of 28-pounders and two 
PRUH�¿VK�WKDW�ZHLJKHG�����+LV�ELJJHVW�
dorado of 42 pounds beat my 40-pounder 
IRU�WRS�¿VK�RI�WKH�GD\��&OHDUO\��ZH�KDG�
FRPH�WR�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH�WR�¿QG�JROG�
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TOOTHY RIVER TIGERS
La Zona, a restricted tailrace area on the 
Uruguay River, lies below the massive 
Salto Grande Reservoir Dam and its 
14-turbine hydroelectric facility. The 
FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�¿VKHU\�LV�ORFDWHG�FORVH�
to Concordia, Argentina, about 270 miles 
north of Buenos Aires. The river forms an 
aquatic border separating Uruguay and 
Argentina. Like the power-generating 
dam and lake above it, La Zona is shared 
by the two countries. 

The dam acts as a barrier to the do-
rado’s upstream spawning runs and con-
FHQWUDWHV�WKH�¿VK�EHORZ�WKH�RXWÀRZ��7KH�
SHUPLWWHG�/D�=RQD�¿VKLQJ�DUHD�LV�DERXW�
3,000 yards wide and extends downstream 
about 700 yards. The turbulent tailwaters 
are born from the rocky topography of the 
river bottom and the varying dam releases 
through massive gates. The spillway water 
OHYHOV�EHORZ�WKH�GDP�PD\�ÀXFWXDWH�IURP�
1 to 10 meters. Currents and surface chop 
also vary greatly, depending on power 
generation, weather and reservoir volume 
needs above the dam.

At extremely low water, the craggy 
outcropping is easily visible and a stark 
reminder of the hazardous habitat to be 
considered when gearing up for battling 
WKHVH�JLDQW�¿VK��'RUDGR�UHDFK�LQFUHGLEOH�
sizes in big numbers due to the dam 
barrier, abundant food availability, un-
predictable water levels and very limited 
¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH��%RJD��D�FDUS�OLNH�¿VK��
migrate up the river, and dorado love 
to feast on them, particularly in warm 
and shallow water.

Fishing access to the tailrace area at 
/D�=RQD�LV�E\�RI¿FLDO�SHUPLW�RQO\�DQG�
patrolled by the dam police of the two 
countries. The area is open only four 
days per week, Friday through Monday. 
&XUUHQWO\�RQO\�IRXU�ERDWV�FDQ�¿VK�DW�RQH�
time. La Zona Lodge has the Argentina 
permit for two boats, and Uruguay has 
LVVXHG�D�VLPLODU�SHUPLW�WR�DQ�RXW¿WWHU�
operating in that country. 

The freshwater dorado is unique to 
south-central South America. Waters in 
Argentina, Uruguay, Bolivia, Paraguay 
and Brazil are home to the so-called river 

WLJHUV���,Q�¿YH�WULSV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WR�GRUDGR�
ODQG��,¶YH�¿VKHG�IRXU�RI�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV��,�
am convinced La Zona offers the world’s 
EHVW�¿VKLQJ�IRU�WURSK\�VL]H�GRUDGR�

The dorado has a muscular, salmon-
shaped body cloaked in distinctive golden 
VFDOHV�DQG�DSSRLQWHG�ZLWK�RUDQJH�¿QV��
Conquistadors who ransacked South 
America looking for gold reportedly gave 
the dorado its name, which means “gold-
HQ�´�7KH�¿VK�KDV�VXSHULRU�VSHHG�SDLUHG�
with crunching, vice-grip jaws. They are 
lined with twin rows of conical-shaped, 
tiger-like teeth, which make sharp, extra-
strength hooks imperative. Pre-made 
12- or 18-inch stainless wire leaders or 
����SRXQG�WHVW�7ULN�)LVK�PRQR¿ODPHQW�
leaders are necessary to avoid cut-offs.

La Zona anglers must be careful when 
lifting the monster-jawed behemoths 
for a photo. Appropriately, the dorado 
(Salminus maxilosus) is a member of 
the tenacious Characidae family. Its 
illustrious-toothed relatives (which I’ve 
DOVR�FDXJKW��LQFOXGH�WKH�¿HUFH�WLJHU¿VK�
in Africa and both the Dracula-fanged 
payara and razor-toothed piranha in 
South America.

The strong dorado strike with feroc-
ity and entertain with explosive and 
memorable jumps. There are no better 
MXPSHUV�LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��7KH�¿VK�
is an acrobat when hooked and usually 
immediately erupts through the surface 
to dislodge the lure. I fought one dorado 
of about 40 pounds that jumped eight 
times. I had another surprising strike 
right at the boat, just 10 feet off my rod 
tip. I set the hook into the 24-pounder, 
ZKLFK�OHDSW�VN\ZDUG�IRXU�RU�¿YH�WLPHV�
beside the gunwales during the intense 
5-minute battle. Fortunately, it never 
landed in the boat.  

Gary and Hank had an even more 
intense La Zona battle when they tan-
gled with a couple of trophy-size ag-
gressors one morning. Gary hooked a 
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Battles with feisty dorado usually include 
several jumps and line-stripping runs. 

Stout, quality tackle is a necessity.

Dorado concentrate below the Salto Grande 
Reservoir’s hydroelectric dam to feast on 

other fish in the strong current.



monstrous 48-pounder, and Hank hooked 
a 42-pounder within a few seconds of 
each other. Their lines crossed several 
WLPHV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿JKW��DQG�WKH�DQJOHUV�
brought the often-airborne twosome to 
the boat at the same time. The circus-
like action was certainly memorable. 

 CHANGING CONDITIONS
As the power generation and dam dis-
charge conditions change at La Zona, 
VR�GRHV�WKH�¿VKLQJ��2XU�VHFRQG�GD\�
ZDV�HYHQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW�DV�WKH�GDP�
gates were all closed and the still-muddy 
waters had dropped about 8 or 9 feet. A 
few rocks were even protruding above 
the surface. In the shallower water, Peter 
and I switched to gold spoons and caught 
a 42- and 24-pounder, respectively. We 
switched back to the giant spinnerbaits 
an hour later and added two more in 
the 20-pound class and a 34-pounder. 
Topping that, Peter landed a monster 
49-pound dorado, the biggest of the 
morning, and Gary had a 48-pounder.

That afternoon, the temperature hit 
90 degrees and 14 of the 20 dam gates 
were again wide open. The water level 
had risen 6 feet during our lunch recess, 
but the hungry dorado were still ac-
tive. I caught and released 34-, 42- and 
44-pounders on my favorite spinnerbaits. 
In the other boat, Hank had four trophy 
¿VK�XS�WR����SRXQGV�

The following day was a literal blow-
RXW��SUHYHQWLQJ�XV�IURP�¿VKLQJ��'D\�ORQJ�

winds up to 40 mph, pouring rain and a 
30-degree temperature drop hit the area. 
We were fortunately prepared for the 
harsh cold front and dressed for it the 
following day. Air temps started out in 
the 40s, but giant dorado were still on 
our minds. The muddy water had risen 
back to earlier heights, and most of the 
dam’s gates were still open.

'RZQVWUHDP�FXUUHQWV�RYHU�WKH�URFN�
¿HOG�DQG�XSVWUHDP�ZLQGV�DURXQG����PSK�
prevented us from safely casting from the 
boat’s bow and stern decks. We caught 
���¿VK�RQ�RXU�VSLQQHUEDLWV�LQFOXGLQJ�
a 40-pounder, but two battle royales 
WRSSHG�WKH�GD\��$����SRXQG�JROGHQ�ÀDVK�
gave me all I could handle for about 15 
minutes in the rough waters, and my 
¿QDO�FDWFK�ZDV�WKH�¿VK�RI�P\�GUHDPV�

7KH�PRQVWHU�¿VK�VWUXFN�P\�IDOOLQJ�
spinnerbait and immediately cartwheeled 
above the surface with a secure grasp 
of the jingling bait. It then bulled down 
into the depths, pulling drag. After 20 
minutes, the giant had circled the boat 
IRXU�WLPHV��7KH�SRZHUIXO�¿VK�SHHOHG�
braid from my Shimano Tranx baitcaster 
frequently and performed additional 

gloomis.com
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Guides and anglers handle 
dorado with care, keeping 
fingers away from the  
fish’s powerful jaws.



aerial acrobatics. My guide for the day, 
$OHMDQGUR��¿QDOO\�SODFHG�WKH�%RJD*ULS�
in the bruiser’s mouth. The beautiful 
GRUDGR�ZHLJKHG����SRXQGV�DQG�ZDV�RXU�
ELJJHVW�¿VK�RI�WKH�ZHHN�

TROPHY TIME
7KH�¿VKHU\�DW�/D�=RQD�KDV�QRW�DOZD\V�
SURGXFHG�WKH�PRQVWHUV�RI�WRGD\��DFFRUG-
LQJ�WR�ORQJWLPH�IULHQG�%RE�'DO\��ZKR�
KDV�PDGH�DERXW����WULSV�WR�WKH�DUHD�VLQFH�
2006. He is arguably the world’s most 
H[SHULHQFHG�/D�=RQD�DQJOHU��%RE�KDV�
caught and released around 250 dorado 
ZHLJKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ����SRXQGV�DQG�KDV�
HLJKW�WRSSLQJ����SRXQGV�WR�KLV�FUHGLW��+LV�

ODUJHVW�ZHLJKHG����SRXQGV��QRW�IDU�IURP�
WKH�ZRUOG�UHFRUG�RI����SRXQGV�����RXQFHV��

³:KHQ�,�¿UVW�VWDUWHG�¿VKLQJ�GRZQ�
WKHUH�´�%RE�UHFDOOV��³ZH�¿VKHG�KDUG�ULJKW�
XS�QH[W�WR�WKH�GDP�DQG�FDXJKW�ORWV�RI�
VPDOOHU�¿VK�EHWZHHQ����DQG����SRXQGV��
but 40s and 50s were rare. Then govern-
mental regulations changed, and we had 
WR�VWDUW�¿VKLQJ�����\DUGV�GRZQVWUHDP�
from the dam. That’s when we started 
catching more of the monsters. Starting 
the boat’s drift a little farther away from 
WKH�GDP�ZDOOV�SXW�DQJOHUV�LQ�DQ�HYHQ�EHW-
WHU�SRVLWLRQ�WR�FDWFK�WUXH�JLDQWV�´

*DU\�DJUHHV�ZLWK�%RE�DERXW�WKH�LP-
SURYLQJ�WURSK\�SURGXFWLRQ��+H�KDV�¿VKHG�

/D�=RQD�PRUH�WKDQ�D�GR]HQ�WLPHV�LQ�WKH�
SDVW����\HDUV�DQG�KDV�GR]HQV�RI�GRUDGR�
RYHU����SRXQGV�WR�KLV�FUHGLW��+H�KDG�
QHYHU�EURNHQ�WKH����SRXQG�FODVV�XQWLO�
D�IDQWDVWLF�WULS�LQ�������+H�FDXJKW�KLV�
¿UVW����SRXQG�WURSK\�SOXV�WKUHH�PRUH�
WKDW�VL]H�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZHHN�

In the last few years before the 
&29,'�³WLPH�RXW´�DQG�VLQFH�/D�=RQD�
UHRSHQHG��%RE�HVWLPDWHV�����GRUDGR�RYHU�
���SRXQGV�DQG����RYHU����SRXQGV�KDYH�
EHHQ�FDXJKW�DW�WKH�VSRW�HDFK�\HDU��$Q�DY-
HUDJH�FDWFK�PD\�EH����WR����¿VK�SHU�ERDW�
SHU�GD\��7\SLFDOO\��GDUN��WDQQLQ�VWDLQHG�
water with a visibility of around 2 feet 
LV�LGHDO�IRU�FDWFKLQJ�WKHVH�¿VK��0XGG\�
DQG�FROG�ZDWHUV�QHJDWLYHO\�LPSDFW�VXFK�
DYHUDJHV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�/D�=RQD�H[SHUWV�

)LVKLQJ� DW� /D� =RQD� JRHV� RQ� \HDU�
around, but few American anglers go 
during Argentina’s cold winter months 
RI�PLG�0D\�WKURXJK�PLG�$XJXVW��'XULQJ�
WKH�VSULQJ�VHDVRQ��PLG�$XJXVW�WKURXJK�
1RYHPEHU��WKH�ULYHU�LV�DW�LWV�QRUPDO�ÀRZ�
and huge schools of big dorado migrate to 
WKH�GDP�WR�VSDZQ��6RPH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�¿VK�
WKDW�DUH�KRRNHG�DQG�UHOHDVHG�LQ�2FWREHU�
DQG�1RYHPEHU�DUH�KHDY\�ZLWK�VSDZQ�

7KH�SHULRG�IURP�'HFHPEHU�WKURXJK�
PLG�0D\�LV�W\SLFDOO\�ZKHQ�WKH�8UXJXD\�
5LYHU�LV�DW�LWV�ORZHVW�OHYHO��'URXJKW�FRQGL-
WLRQV�UHYHDO�WKH�URFN�¿HOGV�WKDW�HQFRPSDVV�
most of the tailrace area, and wise anglers 
¿VK�WKHP��:DWHU�OHYHOV�PD\�YDU\�D�ORW�LQ�
0D\�DQG�6HSWHPEHU�WKURXJK�1RYHPEHU��

TOUGH TACKLE
7KH�SULPDU\�OXUHV�WKDW�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�PRVW�
of the dorado we caught in the muddy, 
����WR����IRRW�GHHS�ZDWHUV�GXULQJ�RXU�
WULS�ZHUH�JLDQW�����LQFK��������RXQFH�
*'��0DJQXP�VSLQQHUEDLWV��7KH�UXJJHG�
.�/XUHV�VSLQQHUEDLWV�DUH�FXVWRP�EXLOW�
by owner Kermett Adams and designed 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�����DQG����SRXQG�GRUDGR�
DW�/D�=RQD��7KH�DUWLFXODWHG�KHDG�ZHLJKV�
������RXQFHV��DQG�WKH�ZLUH�LV�KHDY\�VWDLQ-
less steel that’s .062 inch in diameter. 
7ZR�ODUJH�1R����VSLQQHU�EODGHV�DQG�WKH�
PDVVLYH�����KRRN�DUH�DWWDFKHG�ZLWK�6SUR�
1R����VZLYHOV�UDWHG�DW�����SRXQG�WHVW��7KH�
GRXEOH����LQFK�VLOLFRQH�VNLUWV�LQ�¿UHWLJHU�
FRORU�DQG�D�EHHI\���LQFK�FKDUWUHXVH�FXUO\�
WDLO�JUXE�HQKDQFH�WKH�PRQVWHU�EDLW¶V�SUR¿OH�
and attract hungry dorado.

*DU\�&ODUN�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�DQJOHU�WR�
GLVFRYHU�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�VSLQQHUEDLWV�
RQ�WKH�JLDQW�GRUDGR�LQ�/D�=RQD����\HDUV�
ago. On his second visit to the area, he 

TRIP PLANNER
La Zona Fishing Lodge is just 5 minutes from dorado.

La Zona Fishing Lodge owner Hector Bradanini began as an area guide offering day 
trips in 2002 and then added overnight cabin accommodations in 2013. In 2019, 
he completed the lodge hotel. American Airlines offers two 9-hour overnight direct 
flights from Miami to Buenos Aires’ Ministro Pistarini International Airport. Upon 
arrival, anglers are met by a La Zona representative who transfers them to the 
lodge near Concordia, Argentina, via a 5-hour van ride.

The lodge offers six air-conditioned bedrooms with private baths and a main 
building with a comfortable lounge room above an extra-large dining room and 
kitchen. Excellent and overly abundant food and beverages are provided at 
breakfast, lunch and a three-course dinner by Chef Santiago Cattani. Since 2018, 
Chef Cattani has been a premier asset to the operation. His creative main-course 
dishes and desserts, complemented by Argentine wines, are similar to what is 
found in upscale restaurants.

The fishing area is only 5 minutes from the lodge. Each morning, anglers meet 
the guides and board 21-foot fiberglass, center-console boats on a canal leading 
to the Uruguay River. The lodge also provides excellent fishing equipment for those 
not bringing their own. The typical guided fishing package at La Zona is five nights’ 
accommodations and four days of fishing. About 80 Americans in small two- or 
four-person groups fish these waters each year, according to Giuliana Bradanini, 
lodge manager. 

Most U.S. bookings are from November through April, which are the warmer 
months of the year in Argentina. To secure a reservation, most anglers book their 
trips far ahead of time. For more information, check out La Zona Fishing Lodge on 
Facebook and Instagram (@lazonalodge).
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With six private bedrooms and 
a large gathering area, La Zona 

Lodge impresses clients with both 
accommodations and meals. 



FDXJKW�VHYHUDO�¿VK�RQ�VSLQQHUEDLWV��EXW�
none of the baits commercially available 
then were heavy enough to stand up 
DJDLQVW�WKH�SRZHUIXO�¿VK��*DU\�VWDUWHG�
making his own heavier, more durable 
spinnerbaits for personal use at La Zona. 
He then started working with the guides 
there on developing the best techniques 
for success. The most effective retrieve 
turned out to be a very slow roll, bump-
ing the rocks along the bottom.
7RGD\��*'��0DJQXP�VSLQQHUEDLWV�

are typically the most effective lures in 
La Zona waters when depths are beyond 
a couple of meters. K-Lures’ slightly 
smaller 5-ounce GD spinnerbait is more 
appropriate for bouncing through the 
HPHUJHQW�URFN�¿HOGV�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZHVW�
water. The single hook of a spinnerbait 
penetrates the dorado’s toothy jaw better 
than a treble hook on some other big lures.
K-Lures also custom-builds La Zona 

4 1/2-ounce shallow-cup poppers for use 
above the rocks in shallow waters. The 
dorado there brutally strike the 8-inch-
long September Pop topwater poppers. 
At La Zona, cast big poppers as far as 

possible and then reel as fast as you can. 
8VH�D�KLJK�VSHHG��ODUJH�FDSDFLW\�UHHO�DQG�
keep the rod tip high. Dorado tear after 
the wake-throwing plug and explode on 
it, according to Gary. If your arms are 
still in their sockets after the wrenching 
strike, hang on and continue cranking!
La Zona dorado can be destructive, 

so durable baits are vital. Big, strong 
crankbaits or metal-billed, deep-diving 
plugs are good options in mid-depth 
waters. Heavy-duty spoons, such as the 
5 1/2-inch, 2-ounce Gold Papa Doc Big 
*DPH�� WRVVHG� WR�VKDOORZ�URFN�¿HOGV�
are also productive. Each day’s top-
producing lures depend on the water 
levels and water visibility. 
Quality 7 1/2-foot rods with medium-

heavy or heavy actions and baitcast-
ing reels, such as the Shimano Tranx 
400HG, spooled with 65- or 80-pound-
test high-visibility braid are ideal for La 
Zona dorado encounters. La Zona is a 
bucket list destination for good reason, 
and you need to be prepared for memo-
rable battles when you strike gold—or 
it strikes you. 

 These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product  is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.$3 COUPON redeemable at all Drug, Grocery and Health Food stores Nationwide

EXPIRES 08/31/23     M

SAVE $3.00

�

Higher potency fast-acting

liquid soft-gels

for Men

Big bait, big fish certainly applies to dorado. 
The K-Lures GD1 Magnum spinnerbait this 
fish chomped weighs 6 1/2 ounces!
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Kayaks are easier to get into the 
water than larger, trailered boats 

when a ramp isn’t available. That’s 
an advantage that opens access to 

less-pressured ponds and lakes.

KAYAK FISHING SPECIAL

A creative kayak launch
is often a big part of
plucking bass from
hard-to-access ponds and lakes.
By Thomas Allen | Photos by Scott Niska



T he early June day was abso-
lutely perfect. You just don’t 
get many like that: high skies, 
���GHJUHHV��QHDUO\�ÀDW�FDOP��

and the bass were a special kind of hun-
gry as the spawn was winding down. 
Conditions were ideal for a kayaking 
largemouth slugfest—or so we hoped. 
It was to be an exceptional day based 
on company alone; my son Tommy, who 
has become quite the hammer on bass 
waters, was in tow, along with my two 
friends Alex Sherbinow from Old Town 
and renowned Yooper photographer 
Scott Niska, who was pulling double 
duty with the camera and rod and reel. 

The goal was to conduct a road launch 
ZLWK�D�ÀHHW�RI�2OG�7RZQ�6SRUWVPDQ�ND\-
aks on a beautiful lake that didn’t offer a 
modern public ramp. Both Alex and Scott 
are fully capable anglers, and they were 
certainly impressed by the abundant bass 
habitat in the small lake before we even 
pushed the kayaks back. In fact, while 
we were still launching, Alex hooked 
XS�RQ�D�QLFH�¿VK�PHUH�\DUGV�IURP�WKH�
drop point. Of course, that initiated the 
trash talk that would last the entire day.

Right off the bat, we found a few top-
water biters, caught some on crankbaits 
and got a couple on a Texas rig. The 
JUDQG�VODP�SURYHG�WR�EH�ÀLSSLQJ�UHHGV�
with a 1/2-ounce Strike King Denny 
Brauer Structure Jig dressed with a Rage 
Craw, green pumpkin across the board. 
7KH�¿VK�ZHUH�VKDOORZ�DQG�IHHGLQJ�KHDY-
LO\�RQ�FUDZ¿VK�LQ�SHQFLO�UHHGV�ZKHUHYHU�
the pea gravel met larger chunk rock. We 
were literally calling our shots.
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One of my favorite moments was 
watching my son pin down the pattern 
for himself. He backed out of the section 
RI�UHHGV�ZH�ZHUH�¿VKLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
moved down the shoreline to an area we 
hadn’t hit yet. He nosed his kayak to the 
HGJH�RI�WKH�YHJHWDWLRQ��FRQ¿GHQWO\�VWRRG�
XS��DQG�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�ÀLS�ORZHUHG�KLV�URG�
tip and set the hook with gusto. He man-
aged to keep his center of gravity while 
¿JKWLQJ�WKH�¿VK�WR�WKH�ERDW��XQKRRNLQJ�
D�¿QH���SRXQG�0LQQHVRWD�JUHHQ�EDVV�

There’s nothing like untouched large-
PRXWKV�LQ�D�KHDOWK\�¿VKHU\��1RW�RQO\�

was the lake full of lush weeds and ideal 
habitat for spawning bass, but it also set 
up right for the kayaks. Small, untouched 
waters like this offer excellent proving 
grounds for a developing angler or any-
RQH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�JUHDW�GD\�RI�¿VKLQJ�

AVOID THE CROWDS
I love where I live. There are count-
less farm ponds, small to medium lakes 
and even some renowned large lakes 
ZKHUH�WKH�EDVV�¿VKLQJ�LV�DV�JRRG�DV�
anywhere on the continent. The Upper 
0LGZHVW�RIIHUV�GHGLFDWHG�EDVV�DQJOLQJ�

ND\DNHUV�PRUH�SODFHV�WR�¿QG�DQG�FDWFK�
largemouths and smallmouths than they 
FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�¿VK�LQ�D�OLIHWLPH��

The truly best options, however, often 
require research by evaluating maps, 
navigating private-land access or utiliz-
ing road launches, and in my experience 
WKH�¿VKLQJ�FDQ�EH�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ��$V�D�
kayaker, I relish the added adventure 
that comes with accessing hard-to-reach 
waters. The extra effort adds an element 
of satisfaction much like that of a DIY 
project seen through to fruition. This 
isn’t unique to the chunk of country I 
call home, of course. Kayaking lesser-
known waters for bass is a rewarding 
RSWLRQ�DQ\ZKHUH�WKH�¿VK�VZLP�

,�ZRQ¶W�SUHWHQG�WKDW�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK�
isn’t a huge part of why we go, but most 
kayak anglers likely enjoy the process as 
much as anything. The size and quantity 
RI�¿VK�FDXJKW�LV�FHUWDLQO\�RI�YDOXH��EXW�
the part of the story most often relived 
during post-experience cold ones is how 
the kayaks were launched. The level 
of accomplishment directly correlates 
WR�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�GLI¿FXOW\�LQ�VOLSSLQJ�D�
kayak into the drink.

Customizing a kayak to your unique 
VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�WKHQ�KDXOLQJ�DQG�ODXQFKLQJ�
it is certainly vindicated by success-
IXO�¿VKLQJ²HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�JHWWLQJ�
WKHUH�WDNHV�H[WUD�HIIRUW��1RWKLQJ�SURYHV�
the value of a kayak more than when 
you’ve located the right body of water 
that seems impossible to get to; you 
MXVW�NQRZ�LW¶V�IXOO�RI�XQSUHVVXUHG�¿VK��,�
got into kayaks by accident but quickly 
realized that no matter how simple or 
extravagant the rigging, they provide a 
SODWIRUP�WR�¿VK�ZDWHU�WKDW�PRVW�ODUJHU�
boats simply can’t access.

A sturdy and reliable trailer is critical for getting your kayaks down the road safely and to the 
access point that leads to the water’s edge. Yakima has you covered with several options, 

but one version I especially like is the EasyRider. 

The EasyRider ($3,399; yakima.com) can carry from one to three kayaks rigged with 
a number of additional Yakima accessories, or up to four bare kayaks total. Plus, 

the aluminum trailer is more than capable of long-distance, cross-country 
expeditions on paved and gravel roads, thanks in part to its shock 

absorbers. It features a 500-pound capacity, and the tongue 
folds for easy storage.

SAFE TRANSPORT
Kayaks ride easy on this trailer from Yakima.
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The EasyRider is capable of hauling 
kayaks up to 19 feet long.

Use an app like OnX that provides 
landowner info to secure permis-
sion to cross private property with 
kayaks and gain access to water.



MANAGE THE LAUNCH
%DVV�¿VKLQJ�IURP�ND\DNV�LQ�EDFNZRRGV�
ODNHV²RU�VLPSO\�VPDOO�ZDWHUV�ZLWKRXW�
UDPSV²RIWHQ�UHTXLUHV�KLNLQJ�WR�WKH�ZDWHU��
6RPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ODNHV�GRQ¶W�KDYH�UDPSV��
DQG�WKH\�GHPDQG�FUHDWLYLW\��/DXQFKLQJ�LQ�
WKHVH�ZDWHUV�FHUWDLQO\�WDNHV�PRUH�ZRUN��
EXW�VRPH�SODQQLQJ�ZLOO�PDNH�\RXU�RII�JULG�
H[SHULHQFH�PRUH�PDQDJHDEOH�
0DQ\�RI�WKH�VPDOOHU�ERGLHV�RI�ZDWHU�

ZLWKRXW�KDUG�UDPSV�DUH�RIWHQ�ODQGORFNHG�
E\�SULYDWH�ODQGRZQHUV��IDUP�SRQGV�HVSH�
FLDOO\��,W¶V�FULWLFDO�WR�JDUQHU�SHUPLVVLRQ�

WR�FURVV�VRPHRQH¶V�SURSHUW\�WR�DFFHVV�D�
ODNH�RU�SRQG��,�XVH�WKH�2Q;�DSS�RQ�P\�
VPDUWSKRQH�IRU� ORFDWLQJ�D� ODQGRZQHU�
WR�UHTXHVW�KXQWLQJ�SHUPLVVLRQ��EXW�,¶YH�
IRXQG�LW�KDQG\�IRU�ND\DN�DFFHVV��WRR��,¶YH�
DOVR�IRXQG�PRVW�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�DUH�
XVXDOO\�ZLOOLQJ�WR�DOORZ�ND\DN�DFFHVV��
-XVW�GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ��NQRFN�RQ�D�IHZ�
GRRUV��EH�UHVSHFWIXO�DQG�DVN��7KH�ZRUVW�
WKH\�FDQ�VD\�LV�QR��<RX�PLJKW�DOVR�¿QG�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�QHZ�IULHQGV��
8QOHVV�\RX¶UH�SODQQLQJ�WR�ODXQFK�IURP�

WKH�URDG��D�ND\DN�FDUW�RI�VRPH�VRUW�ZLOO�

QRW�RQO\�SURWHFW�WKH�KXOO�GXULQJ�WKH�KDXO��
EXW�DOVR�PDNH�LW�HDVLHU�RQ�\RXU�EDFN��:LWK�
WRGD\¶V�ODUJHU�¿VKLQJ�ND\DNV��\RX�QHHG�D�
VWXUG\�FDUW��DQG�LW�QHHGV�WR�EH�VLPSOH��7KH�
QHZ�5DLOEOD]D�&�7XJ�5�ZLWK�.LZL�:KHHOV�
����������UDLOEOD]D�FRP��¿WV�WKH�ELOO�IRU�
PDQ\�VFHQDULRV�D�ND\DNHU�PLJKW�HQFRXQ�
WHU��,W¶V�KLJKO\�DGMXVWDEOH��OLJKWZHLJKW��
EUHDNV�GRZQ�DQG�VWRZV�LQ�VHFRQGV��DQG�
ZLOO�VXSSRUW�XS�WR�D�����SRXQG�ORDG��,W¶V�
DQ�LGHDO�FDUW�IRU�QDYLJDWLQJ�D�JUDYHO�URDG��
VRPHRQH¶V�\DUG�RU�D�PDLQWDLQHG�WUDLO�
)RU� WKH� WUDLO�EOD]LQJ�ND\DNHU�� WKH�

:LOGHUQHVV�6\VWHPV�+HDY\�'XW\�.D\DN�
&DUW�ZLWK�QR�ÀDW�RU�EDOORRQ�VW\OH�ZKHHOV�
���������RU����������ZLOGHUQHVVV\VWHPV�
FRP��ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�JHW�RYHU�URXJK�DQG�
H[WUD�VRIW�WHUUDLQ��7KLV�FDUW�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�D�
ORDGHG�ND\DN�XS�WR�����SRXQGV��,¶YH�DOVR�
VHHQ�DQJOHUV�ULJ�XS�D�OLJKWZHLJKW�WUDLOHU�
WKDW�FRQQHFWV�WR�D�ELF\FOH�DQG�UXQ�LW�D�
FRXSOH�PLOHV�GHHS�RQ�D�ORFDO�ELNH�WUDLO�
WR�DFFHVV�D�VPDOO�FUHHN�WKDW�IHHGV�LQWR�
D�QHDUO\�LPSHQHWUDEOH�ODNH��ZRUG�ZDV�
WKH�EDVV�¿VKLQJ�ZDV�VHFRQG�WR�QRQH���1R�
PDWWHU�\RXU�REMHFWLYH��\RX�PXVW�EH�DEOH�
WR�FRYHU�VRPH�JURXQG�ZLWKRXW�GUDJJLQJ�
\RXU�ND\DN�RQ�LW�

Sometimes launching right from the road is the 
best option. Parking will likely be limited, so 
have a plan for shuttling kayaks and people.

TAKE 10% OFF YOUR 1ST ORDER! Use CODE: Welcome10 CHP.comProducts for property care & outdoor life
SHIPPING
FREE
Limitations Apply







If you’re road launching, suitable 
parking may not be available. That may 
mean someone else might have to drop 
you off and pick you up. It takes some 
coordination, but if you plan ahead, it’s 
not hard. On the day I described earlier, 
we had to quickly drop off the kayaks 
at the launch site, drive the truck and 
trailer to the family cabin, and then get 
a ride back to the launch.

Bass anglers totally go overkill when 
it comes to being prepared—I carry 
well over 30 rods and just as many 
tackle trays in my bass boat. It takes 
asserted discipline to not overpack for 
a kayak trip. I’m still learning. I have 
a set-aside kayak tackle box that has 
one or two of everything I’m likely to 
need for the conditions, and maybe 
¿YH�RU�VL[�/HZ¶V�URGV�DQG�UHHOV�DW�WKH�
most. The time of year and bite will 

to how frustrating it is to show up at 
\RXU�WRS�VHFUHW�EDVV�ODNH�DQG�¿QG�VRPH�
other person there who didn’t put in the 
blood, sweat and tears that you did to 
¿QG�WKH�SODFH��

)LQDOO\��ZKHQ�\RX�¿QG�DPD]LQJ�VSRWV��
don’t forget about conservation. In my 
neck of the woods, it doesn’t take much 
WR�GDPDJH�D�¿VKHU\��DQG�LW�PD\�WDNH�
years to recover. I’ve worked diligent-
ly over many seasons to keep up to a 
GR]HQ�KDUG�WR�UHDFK�ODNHV�LQ�URWDWLRQ�IRU�
launching the kayak. I’d rather not hit 
the same place more than two or three 
times a year. They stay good because 
of that. Be conscientious, and practice 
catch-and-release. Paddling or pedaling 
on pristine waters to catch piles of big 
bass from a ’yak is truly as good as it 
gets—especially on a place you have 
all to yourself.  

GHWHUPLQH� WKH� VSHFL¿F� FRPERV� DQG�
JHDU�,¶OO�SDFN��,¶YH�IRXQG�WKDW�,�¿VK�
smarter with fewer options. Make an 
educated decision before you leave. 
If it’s a primitive launch back in the 
ZRRGV��GRZQVL]H�HYHQ�PRUH�DQG�IRFXV�
on two or three likely presentations. For 
a lighter load, my go-to baits include a 
jig and trailer, vibrating jig like a Strike 
King Thunder Cricket and Strike King 
Rage Swimmer, a mid-depth diving 
crankbait and a topwater option or two. 
That’s the bare minimum. 

7KH�¿QDO�SLHFH�RI�DGYLFH�,�KDYH�LV�
to not divulge your secret kayak honey 
holes. If you’ve found a magical place, 
keep the details under wraps and don’t 
overshare images or video that may 
reveal obvious landmarks on the social 
networks. Some things are best left to 
memory and imagination. I can attest 
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When you find an out-of-the-way honey hole, 
keep the fishing good by practicing catch-and-
release and by not over-pressuring the spot.
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After age 40, it’s common 
knowledge that performance 
begins to decline in many 
men. However, a new, 
performance empowering pill 
is showing that any relatively 
healthy man can now enjoy 
long-lasting, and frequent 
intimacy – at any age.

This doctor-designed 
formula, created by leading 
anti-aging expert Dr. Al Sears, 
has already helped men 
overcome low and sinking 
libido -- and has recently 
undergone a potency-
enhancing update – with 
remarkable new results.

When the first pill -- 
Primal Max Black -- was 
first released, it quickly 
became a top-selling 
men’s performance helper, 
promoting intimacy across 
America.

It worked by supporting 
healthy testosterone levels. 
However, Dr. Sears soon 
realized that this isn’t the 
only challenge men face with 
performance. That’s when he 
turned his attention to blood 
flow.

And this became Primal 
Max Red.

THIS PROVEN 
SOLUTION IS MORE 
MECHANICAL THAN 

HORMONAL

Truth is, once blood flow 
slows down for men, no 
matter how exciting it is, it 
won’t be enough without the 
necessary amount…

So enjoying intimacy 
without healthy blood flow 
becomes difficult for most 
men.

Luckily, a Nobel prize-
winning scientist discovered 
the simple answer to help 
support performance 
strength and confidence -- by 
boosting vital blood flow -- 

and enhancing this essential 
performance function.

Using this landmark Nobel 
Prize as its basis, Primal Max 
Red enhanced healthy blood 
flow for untold millions of 
men around the world with 
the use of strong nitric oxide 
boosters. 

While Primal Max Black 
helped maintain optimal 
testosterone, Primal Max 
Red tackles a lesser-known 
challenge.

Director, Al Sears MD, 
who has authored over 500 
scientific papers and has 
appeared on more than 50 
media outlets including 
ABC News, CNN, ESPN, 
Discovery, Lifetime, and 
many more say, “Less than 
optimal blood flow can be 
part of a huge problem that 
affects a lot of men.  And it 
needed to be addressed once 
and for all, so men would 
not dwell on it. Then, once 
we optimized it and had a 
great deal of success, we set 
out to see if we could do even 
better.”

The former formula had 
excellent results. However, 
new research showed that 
for even faster, anytime, 
anywhere results, increasing 
the dose of a key compound 
was needed.

So, one of the three 
nitric oxide boosters in 
the new Primal Max Red, 
L-Citrulline, was clinically 
boosted to 9000 mg, and 
the results were astounding. 
Which is no surprise 
considering that 5000 mg 
is considered a “normal 
amount” -- giving the new 
version nearly doubled the 
blood flow boosting power. 

Men who had previously 
been unsure about their 
power and stamina were 
overjoyed to be back to their 

old selves and to get and 
maintain a healthy bloodflow 
when they needed it.

BETTER BLOOD FLOW, 
STRONGER RESULTS

The best way to promote 
healthy blood flow throughout 
the body is with the use of 
Primal Max Red. By using it, 
when exciting signals leave the 
brain, blood flows much faster 
like it used to.

This critical action is how 
men across the country are 
enjoying full and satisfying 
performance at any age. 
No need to bother with 
testosterone-boosting shots, 
blue pills, or shady capsules 
that have no effect. 

Primal Max Red can 
effectively promote healthy 
blood flow that most men can 
use for maximum intimacy. 
This is leading to more greater 
capacity and satisfaction, 
coupled with long-lasting 
performance.

“There was a time when 
men had little control when it 
came to boosting their blood 
flow,” Dr. Sears said. “But 
science has come a long way 
in recent years. And now, with 
the creation of nitric oxide-
boosting Primal Max Red, 

men can perform better than 
ever, and enjoy intimacy at 
any age.”

Now for men across America, 
it’s much easier to stay at their 
performance peak as they get 
older.

HOW TO GET PRIMAL 
MAX RED (AND FREE 
PRIMAL MAX BLACK):

To secure free bottles of Pri-
mal Max Black and get the 
hot, new Primal Max Red 
formula, buyers should con-
tact the Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-906-7152 TODAY. “It’s 
not available in retail stores 
yet,” says Dr. Sears. “The Ho-
tline allows us to ship direct-
ly to the customer.” Dr. Sears 
feels so strongly about Primal 
Max, all orders are backed by 
a 100% money-back guaran-
tee.  “Just send me back the 
bottle and any unused product 
within 90 days from purchase 
date, and I’ll send you all your 
money back.”

Call NOW at 1-800-906-
7152 to secure your supply 
of Primal Max Red and free 
bottles of Primal Max Black. 
Use Promo Code PMAXGF423 
when you call. Lines are 
frequently busy, but all calls 
will be answered!

ADVERTISEMENT

A new discovery that increases nitric oxide availability was 
recently proven to boost blood flow 275% - resulting in 
improved performance.

New Blood Flow Breakthrough Helps Men Enjoy 
Strong, Long-Lasting Intimacy – At Any Age

Men across America are raving about a newly enhanced potency supplement  
that helps achieve healthy blood flow on demand



K ayaks built with fishing- 
VSHFL¿F�IHDWXUHV�PDNH�WLPH�RQ�
WKH�ZDWHU�PRUH�SURGXFWLYH�IRU�
DQJOHUV� VHHNLQJ� VPDOO�FUDIW�

DGYHQWXUHV��)URP�DPSOH�VWRUDJH�DQG�
HOHFWURQLFV�ULJJLQJ�RSWLRQV� WR�VPDUW�
PRXQWLQJ� VROXWLRQV� IRU� DFFHVVRULHV��
ND\DNV�GHVLJQHG�IRU�¿VKLQJ�KHOS�XV�¿QG�
WKH�ELWH�DQG�PDNH�WKH�PRVW�RI�LW²DOO�
ZKLOH�UHPDLQLQJ�HDVLHU�WR�WUDQVSRUW�DQG�
VWRUH�WKDQ�ODUJHU�ERDWV��2XU�FROOHDJXHV�
at Florida Sportsman�UHFHQWO\�SXW�WKH�
ODWHVW�ND\DNV�WR�WKH�WHVW�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU��
DQG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRGHOV�VWRRG�RXW�IRU�
D�YDULHW\�RI�¿VKLQJ�VLWXDWLRQV��

TOP FEATURES:�$PRQJ�RWKHU�VSHFLDO-
WLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�IDPHG�3'/�SHGDO�
GULYH���2OG�7RZQ�6SRUWVPDQ�ZDV�DQ�
HDUO\�OHDGHU�LQ�RSWLPL]LQJ�HOHFWULF�SUR-
SXOVLRQ�IRU�¿VKLQJ�ND\DNV��7KH�0LQQ�
.RWD�XQLWV�EXLOW�IRU�FHUWDLQ�ERDWV�LQ�WKH�
6SRUWVPDQ�OLQHXS�DUH�¿WWHG�DPLGVKLS��
NHHSLQJ�WKH�ERZ�DQG�VWHUQ�FOHDQ�DQG�
XQFOXWWHUHG�IRU�¿VKLQJ��7KH�$XWR3LORW�
VHULHV�ND\DNV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�D�VPDOOHU�

FRXVLQ�WR�WKH������WKH������EHQH¿W�IURP�
0LQQ�.RWD¶V�*36�JXLGHG�6SRW�/RFN�
WHFKQRORJ\��ZKLFK�KROGV�WKH�YHVVHO�LQ�
SUHFLVH�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�ZLQG�DQG�FXUUHQW²
VXSHU�KHOSIXO�LQ�PRGHUDWH�ULYHUV��FRDVWDO�
WLGHV�DQG�EUHH]\�ODNHV��$�VPDOOHU�ND\DN��
WKH������DOVR�KDV�0LQQ�.RWD�SRZHU�EXW�
LQ�D�PDQXDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RQO\�

WORTH NOTING:�7KH�$XWR3LORW�PRG-
HOV�DUH�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�IXOO\�LQWHJUDWHG�
PRWRUL]HG�ND\DNV�WKDW�IHDWXUH�*36�DX-
WRSLORW��0LQQ�.RWD�L�3LORW���

FISH IT HERE:�:HOO�VXLWHG�DQG�ULJJHG�
IRU�WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�DQJOHU��WKH�$XWR3LORW�
����LV�EXLOW�WR�¿JKW�ZLQG��FXUUHQW�DQG�
ZDYHV��7KH�XOWUD�VWDEOH�KXOO�LV�SHUIHFW�
IRU�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�KDQGV�IUHH�¿VKLQJ��SOXV�
LW�IHDWXUHV�KDQGV�IUHH��DQG�WRWDOO\�VQDJ�
IUHH��*36�DQFKRULQJ�

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:

MSRP:

OLD TOWN SPORTSMAN AUTOPILOT 136

Whether you focus 
on lakes or rivers, 

freshwater or the salt,
there are kayak 

models designed 
to meet your 

specific needs.
By Outdoor Sportsman 

Group Editors
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Fit for 
KAYAK FISHING SPECIAL



NATIVE SLAYER 
PROPEL MAX 12.5

TOP FEATURES: The rotomolded bow 
hatch reveals a bucket well positioned 
for installing a battery and access for  

running transducer wiring. Bow-and-
stern mounting provisions accommodate 
a power anchor or electric motor. Heavy-
duty BMX style grips offer comfortable 
transport. The 2023 model includes a 
new spring-blade rudder. The Max 12.5 
has dual horizontal rod storage with tip 
covers, three molded vertical rodhold-
ers (two behind the seat, one at your 
right hand beside the seat) and paddle 
storage. Sidekick wheel transport sys-
tem is a likely upgrade to consider; the 
self-contained cart offers a simple route 
from your vehicle to the water. 

panels on either side of the angler are 
replaceable if you want to change your 
setup without drilling into your boat. 

FISH IT HERE: The Max 12.5 is at home 
in freshwater and saltwater environ-
PHQWV��PDNLQJ�LW�D�YHUVDWLOH�ND\DN�¿VKLQJ�
platform. The Propel Pedal Drive 701 
series offers smooth, lively, hands-free 
propulsion. Stability and capacity are 
strong suits, and both are departments of 
particular interest to any angler downsiz-
ing from a powerboat.

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:

MSRP:
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’YAK 
GUIDE

For reviews of more kayak 
models and gear, plus how-to 
articles on rigging and fishing 

from them in all types of water, 
check newsstands for the 
exclusive Kayak Fishing 

Fun issue. 



HOBIE MIRAGE PASSPORT 12.0 R

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:

MSRP:

TOP FEATURES: A good entry-level 
kayak in Hobie’s line of MirageDrive 
boats, this is the new rotomolded edi-
tion of the popular Passport 12.0. It’s 
D�GXUDEOH��OLJKWZHLJKW�ND\DN�RXW¿WWHG�
with all the basic features you’ll need 
to enjoy a variety of freshwater and 

VDOWZDWHU�¿VKHULHV��ZLWK�QXPHURXV�SRLQWV�
for customizing and upgrades. Rudder 
is included, and control is positioned 
to the left side of the aluminum-frame, 
breathable-mesh seat. The 12.0 R would 
EH�D�JRRG�FKRLFH�IRU�\RXU�¿UVW�ERDW�RU�
RQH�WR�DGG�WR�\RXU�ÀHHW�WR�EULQJ�D�QHZ�
¿VKLQJ�EXGG\��6HDJUDVV�JUHHQ��VODWH�EOXH�
and ivory dune colors are available. 

WORTH NOTING: A transducer cav-
ity makes for simple installation of a  

¿VK¿QGHU��7KH�3DVVSRUW������5�DOVR�KDV�
a Power-Pole Micro bracket indent, and 
a sail kit or Bimini sunshade (sold sepa-
rately) may be easily added.

FISH IT HERE:�6WXUG\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
makes the 12.0 R suitable for all waters, 
DQG�LW¶V�FRQ¿JXUHG�IRU�DFFHVVRUL]LQJ�WR�
DFFRPPRGDWH�QHDUO\�DQ\�¿VKLQJ�WDFWLF��
7KH�VSHHG�DQG�HI¿FLHQF\�RI�0LUDJH'ULYH�
SURSXOVLRQ�DUH�EHQH¿WV�GXULQJ�IXOO�GD\�
RU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�¿VKLQJ�WULSV�
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TOP FEATURES: The RVR119 comes 
with channels at bow and stern to ac-
commodate and quiet a bow anchor or 
stern drag chain. The stern tankwell 
is designed to hold a 13x13, 13x16 
or 16x16 BlackPack Pro. Providing a 

WORTH NOTING: The removable 
'U\3RG�IRU�LQVWDOOLQJ�¿VK¿QGHU��EDWWHU\�
and transducer is interchangeable with 
RWKHU�%RQD¿GH�ND\DNV��$OVR�LQFOXGHG�
DUH�LQWHJUDWHG�$QFKRU�:L]DUG�SXOOH\�
landings.

FISH IT HERE:�7KH�ULYHU�VSHFL¿F�KXOO�
SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�D�XQLTXHO\�GHVLJQHG�VNHJ�
system allows tracking, maneuverability 
and stability in moving water. Trout, 
VPDOOPRXWK�EDVV��VWULSHUV��PXVNLHV²DQ\�
moving-water target is on the hit list for 
this new rig.

PHDQV�WR�SXOO�WKH�ND\DN��WLH�GRZQ�EDJV�
RU�RUJDQL]H�URGV�IRU�WUDQVSRUW��WKH�7ULSOH�
$FWLRQ�%RZ�6WUDS�LV�ORFDWHG�MXVW�EHKLQG�
WKH�IRUZDUG�%RVV�6WUDS�URG�DQG�SDGGOH�
VWDJHU��)RUH�DQG�DIW�DFFHVV�SODWHV�DOORZ�
entry into the hull for installing lights, 
ZLULQJ�RU�RWKHU�DFFHVVRULHV��$OXPLQXP�
foot braces may be converted into steer-
ing for a stern-mounted electric motor. 
,QVHUWV�DUH�SUH�LQVWDOOHG�RQ�WKH�JXQQHO�
IRU�D�<DN$WWDFN�5RWR*ULS�RU�/RFN1/RDG�
7UDFN�%DVH��*URRYH�WUDFNV�DVWHUQ�RI�WKH�
VHDW�DUH�SURYLGHG�IRU�LQVWDOOLQJ�D�6LGHNLFN�
:KHHO�6\VWHP�IRU�FRQYHQLHQW�WUDQVSRUW��

BONAFIDE RVR119

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:

MSRP:
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CRESCENT ULTRALITE
LENGTH WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:
MSRP:

JACKSON KAYAK 
COOSA X

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:
MSRP:

TOP FEATURES: The UltraLite is one 
of the lightest rotomolded kayaks with 
WUXH�¿VKLQJ�FDSDELOLW\� LQ�H[LVWHQFH��
EXW�LW¶V�QR�OLJKWZHLJKW�LQ�SHUIRUPDQFH��
7KLV�H[DFW�ERDW�ZDV�XVHG�E\�WRXUQD-
PHQW�FKDPSLRQ�'UHZ�*UHJRU\�WR�ZLQ�
the Bassmaster Kayak Series event on 
*UDQG�/DNH��2NODKRPD��ODVW�\HDU��$�IXOO�
OHQJWK�NHHO�GHOLYHUV�LQFUHGLEOH�WUDFNLQJ�
IRU�D����IRRW�FUDIW��DQG�LW�SDGGOHV�DQG�
KDQGOHV�HIIRUWOHVVO\��ZLWKRXW�JHWWLQJ�
EORZQ�DURXQG�RQ�RSHQ�ZDWHUV�

WORTH NOTING:� 7ZR� <DN$WWDFN�
0LJKW\0RXQWV�DUH�ORFDWHG�EHKLQG�WKH�
DGMXVWDEOH�VHDW�IRU�URG�KROGHUV��YLVLELOLW\�
ÀDJV�RU�OLJKWV��

FISH IT HERE:�5HPRWH�EDFNZDWHUV��
EUXVK�OLQHG�FUHHNV��ZLQGLQJ�ULYHUV�DQG�
IDU�ÀXQJ�ORFDWLRQV�DZD\�IURP�ODXQFK�
VLWHV�DUH�DOO�VSRWV�ZKHUH�WKLV�ULJ�VKLQHV�

TOP FEATURES:�:LWK�KLJK�ORZ�VHDWLQJ��
D�ERZ�DQG�VWHUQ�GHVLJQHG�WR�DFFRP-
PRGDWH�HOHFWULF�PRWRUV��DQG�DGMXVWDEOH�
IRRW�EUDFHV�DQG�SDGGOH�FOLSV��WKH�&RRVD�
;�WDNHV�FRPIRUW�DQG�FRQYHQLHQFH�LQWR�
DFFRXQW��7KHUH�DUH�DPSOH�JHDU�WUDFNV�LQ�
ORJLFDO�SRLQWV�DURXQG�WKH�KXOO��LQFOXGLQJ�
WZR�VPDOO�WUDFNV�DW�WKH�ERZ�IRU�FDPHUDV�RU�
DQFKRU�DFFHVVRULHV��SOXV�-DFNVRQ¶V�XQLTXH�
7UL7UDFN�PXOWL�IXQFWLRQDO�WRS�ORDG�WUDFN�
SRUW�DQG�VWDUERDUG�LQ�WKH�FRFNSLW�

WORTH NOTING:�7KH�&RRVD�;�LV�
HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�D�PROGHG�³GULIW�FKDP-
EHU�´�D�FKDQQHO�IRU�GUDJ�FKDLQV�DQG�
DQFKRUV�WR�EH�XVHG�VPRRWKO\�ZLWKRXW�
LQVWDOOLQJ�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�SDUWV�

FISH IT HERE: With added volume in 
WKH�ERZ�IRU�ULYHUV�DQG�RWKHU�PRYLQJ�
ZDWHUV��WKH�&RRVD�;�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�
-DFNVRQ¶V�SUHPLHU�ULYHU�DQG�VPDOO�ZDWHU�
¿VKLQJ�ND\DN�
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NRS PIKE IK

LENGTH: WIDTH:
WEIGHT:
CAPACITY:
MATERIAL:
PROPULSION:
MSRP:

TOP FEATURES: With a bit more side-
tube diameter than the NRS Kuda series, 
adjustable foot braces and a rigid keel 
LQVHUW� LQ� WKH�ERZ�� WKH� LQÀDWDEOH�3LNH�
¿VKHV�YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�D�FRQYHQWLRQDO�
ND\DN��SDGGOLQJ�VXUHO\�DQG�VPRRWKO\�
DORQJVLGH� DQ\� URWRPROGHG� PRGHO��
2SWLRQV� IRU� GLIIHUHQW� VNHJV� �¿QV���
<DN$WWDFN�DFFHVVRU\�PRXQWV��EXQJHH�
ZHEV�DQG�QXPHURXV� WLH�GRZQ�SRLQWV�
PDNH�LW�HDV\�WR�DGG�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�IRU�
D�GD\�RI�¿VKLQJ�

WORTH NOTING:�7KH�3LNH�FRPELQHV�
D�KLJK�SUHVVXUH����LQFK�GURS�VWLWFK�GHFN�
WKDW�LQÀDWHV�WR���36,�ZLWK������LQFK�VLGH�
WXEHV�WR�FUHDWH�D�VXSHU�VWDEOH�SODWIRUP�
IRU�VLWWLQJ��VWDQGLQJ�RU�PRYLQJ�DURXQG�
DV�\RX�FDVW�

FISH IT HERE: Unique design elements 
IRU�HQKDQFHG�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�SHUIRUPDQFH�
PDNH�WKH�3LNH�LQÀDWDEOH�ULJJHG�DQG�UHDG\�
WR�FDWFK�DGYHQWXUH�LQ�UHPRWH�ZDWHUV�

ESSENTIAL 
ACCESSORIES
Make your ’yak more fishable 

with these add-ons.

DAKOTA LITHIUM BATTERIES  1

As kayak and accessory evolution 
continues to occur, the need for 
more condensed power containment 
has been the motivation for many 
of the latest battery innovations. 
Companies such as Dakota 
Lithium have answered the call 
and continue to innovate as 
anglers seek new levels of rigging 
and simplification within the hulls 
of their fishing kayaks. Take, for 
example, the company’s new 12V, 
46Ah battery ($399; dakotalithium.
com), which weighs just 10 1/2 
pounds and has a smaller footprint 
than two 23Ah batteries together. 
Lightweight lithium batteries are 
safe and reliable, and with the 
long list of amp hour options and 
overall footprint measurements, 
they make perfect sense. But they 
aren’t cheap. Dakota Lithium offers 
an impressive 11-year warranty 
that provides confidence across 
the board. In the long run, it’s less 
expensive to make a 100 percent 
transition to lithium power—a 
worthwhile investment.

WHERE TO GO

1

3

2

4

(731) 253-2007
REELFOOT LAKE TOURISM COUNCIL

FYlmj]�k�_j]Yl]kl�_a^l�lg�gml\ggj�]fl`mkaYklk&

;ge]�Lg�J]]d^ggl�DYc]�lg�@mfl�Yf\�>ak`�Yf\�KlYq�Yl�Yfq 
g^�l`]�?j]Yl�J]kgjlk�gf�:]Ymla^md�J]]d^ggl�DYc]�L]ff]kk]]&



BERLEY PRO BUMPER BRO  2

Perhaps the first aftermarket addition 
every kayak owner should look to is 
hull protection. Rotomolded kayak 
hulls are indeed tough, but you 
want to keep the hull as pristine as 
possible for the life of ownership, 
optimizing trade-in and resale value 
when upgrading or passing the kayak 
on to another angler. For the bow, 
a favorite off-the-shelf solution is 
Berley Pro’s famous Bumper Bro: 
a thermoformed, ABS abrasion-
resistant plastic keel/nose protector 
that is custom-formed to fit perfectly 
on most of the popular kayak models 
currently made ($49; mariner-sails.
com). It simply glues on the bow 
keel of your kayak, and you have a 
tough, good-looking, sacrificial nose 
cap that can withstand the worst of 
rocks, concrete, gravel, oyster beds 
and more.

KAYAK KUSHION  3

Available in square and round 
shapes to pad most seats, 
the Kayak Kushion ($65; 
kushionkompany.com) provides 
lightweight comfort during long sits 
on the water. Straps with anti-slip 
cam buckles ensure quick and 
secure attachment. The Kushion 
is made from breathable, non-
collapsible material in two levels  
of firmness, and the removable 
cover is offered in numerous colors 
and patterns.

NRS CHINOOK FISHING PFD  4

A Type III, medium-profile life 
jacket delivering 16 1/2 pounds 
of flotation, the recently upgraded 
Chinook ($159.95; nrs.com) 
combines PlushFit foam and a 
high-back design in a comfortable 
vest compatible with any kayak seat. 
Two large, zippered pockets hold 
tackle boxes and feature updated 
internal organization based on 
angler suggestions. Smaller pockets 
on the front offer quick access 
to tools and spools. The Chinook 
also includes a rod holder, strobe 
attachment point, reflective accents 
and a knife-lash tab. 

POWER SEX-ESS AUDIO CD  ATTRACT WOMEN
Programs your mind to make you more confi dent. 
Hidden subliminal messages sends commands into 
your subconscious mind.

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER
Can Help Raise Testosterone Levels. Increase Drive, 
Libido, Performance, Energy Stamina And Strength. 

Reduce recovery time between intervals. Can 
increase performance in 3 to 4 days.

. Bross All Natural Herbal Liquid
n Work Faster Than The Blue Pill

Greater Stamina & Longer Lasting Performance

PRO+PLUS XTREME
Can Work In 30 Minutes Effective Up To 12 Hours.
Take with or without your favorite beverage.

Pro+Plus Xtreme is a professional strength 
liquid formula that digests quickly for immediate 
erections, increased blood flow and can help
you maintain a fi rm erection. 

Super Formulas See FREE Special Offer Online

I’m Sheri, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Xtreme while listening to the 
Ever-Last Subliminal Audio CD and he 
satisfi es me every time.

  EVERLAST AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  POWER SEX_ESS AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women $25.00 $
  ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromone to Attract Women $25.00 $

Name (Print. I am over 18 and agree to the terms of ProPlusMed.com)

Address / City / State / Zip

�  Check  �  Money Order  �  Cash

Total From Other Side $
Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $   14.95

Total Enclosed $
© 2020 Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.  This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. V211

www.ProPlusMed.com    

Pro+Plus XTREME Lube or Pills or Liquid

Pills �Lube � Liquid �

Money Back Guarantee

%ASY�4O�5SE�s�1UICK�!BSORPTION�s�&AST�!CTING�s�"E�2EADY�!NYTIME

� � � $
� � � $
� $100 �  $120 �  $150 $

�

�

�

EVER-LAST AUDIO CD
Control Premature Ejaculation Programs your 
mind to help blood fl ow and help give you more 
control, fi rmer erections and performance.

Mail Payment to: Avid Pro Medical Dept. 35GEA
22287 Mulholland Hwy Box #416, Calabasas, CA 91302

FOR THE FASTEST WAY TO RECEIVE YOUR ORDER: Order Online: WWW.ProPlusMed.com

PAYPAL us at our email: DELUXE69@EARTHLINK.NET

So diff erent!  So unique!  

State-of-the-Art InLine SWIVEL™ 

attached directly to the wire shaft 

eliminates line twist & the need to tie 

on a swivel while also reducing weed 

snags.

Panther Martin® InLine SWIVEL™

Awarded  Best New

 Freshwater Lure 

at the 2023 Big Rock Sports 

Outdoor Expo

800-524-4742  • Dept GF053L

Great for Trout, Walleye, Pike, Bass, & Much  More!

Panther Martin®

InLine SWIVEL™ 6 Pack

6 Pack is just $27.99*

Includes the popular Regular Silver. 

InLine SWIVEL™ lures also 

available separately.
*Plus shipping & applicable sales tax.
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S hane and his father 
had a three-day 
weekend near the 
end of turkey sea-

son, and they planned to 
hunt hard for all of it. They 
figured that with luck 
they’d both tag out, but 
after a tough Friday and 
Saturday chasing wary 
birds, neither had a gobbler 
in the bag. They were both 
tired, but Shane was opti-
mistic about Sunday morn-
ing. That is, until lightning 
OLW�XS�WKH�GDUN�VN\�OLNH�¿UH-
works on the Fourth. Soon 
thunder crashed, and boy 
did it rain! As they pulled 
off the highway to enter 
their hunting property, 
Shane’s father could hard-
ly see the road.

“I get one measly week-
end to really hunt hard 
this year, and it pours,” 
bemoaned Shane. “Just 
my luck.”

“There’s no pouting in 
turkey hunting, boy,” the old man said 
jokingly. “It’ll probably ease up in a 
couple hours, the sun will come out, 
and the big boys with the long beards 
ZLOO�EH�¿UHG�XS��$QG�,¶OO�EH�JRRG�DQG�
rested by then.” 

“Maybe,” said Shane. “But you al-
ways tell me I can’t catch a bass without 
a line in the water, right?”

“That’s a fact.”
“It’s also a fact that I can’t kill a turkey 

while sitting in this truck. God gave us 
rain jackets for a reason, so I’m heading 
out at normal time. Sounds like you’re 
wimping out to me,” Shane teased back. 

“Suit yourself,” said Shane’s father, 
“but I can tell you there are few things 
in life better than a guilt-free snooze. 
Waiting out a storm isn’t wimping out—
you’ll understand that one day. Sure, 

turkeys can be taken in the rain, but I 
wouldn’t know because I like napping 
in it better than hunting in it.” 

Shane’s father eased the seat back, 
folded his arms over his chest and pulled 
his hat brim over his eyes. He was al-
ready snoring lightly when Shane opened 
the truck door, uncased his shotgun and 
sloshed off into the dark downpour.

An hour later the young man was 
soaked to the bone. Rainwater had seeped 
down the back of his jacket collar and 
piped through the length of his pant legs 
before making reservoirs of his boots. He 
began to realize that even if he could hear 
a turkey in this rain, he likely couldn’t 
see one well enough to shoot. About that 
WLPH�D�EROW�RI�OLJKWQLQJ�ÀDVKHG�MXVW�DERYH�
the treetops, and a clap of thunder rocked 
Shane from his watery seat under an oak. 

Shane’s father didn’t 
even look up as his defeat-
ed son opened the truck 
door and splashed into the 
passenger seat. With great 
struggle Shane overcame the 
VXFWLRQ�RI�KLV�ERRWV��¿QDOO\�
SXOOLQJ�WKHP�RII��EHIRUH�¿VK-
ing around in the back seat 
for a dry t-shirt. Meanwhile 
the rain continued to pound 
the Chevy’s hood as if it 
were angry at American 
automobiles. 

“Well ...” said the older 
PDQ�¿QDOO\��6KDQH�FRXOG�
almost feel his father 
smirking underneath his 
hat brim. “What did you 
get ... besides wet?”

“Cold,” said Shane.
“I don’t doubt that, but 

I’m proud of you anyway.”
“For what?” asked Shane.
“For having the courage 

to march out into the dark-
ness alone when it was much 
easier to sit right here in this 
truck. That, and for having 

the sense to turn around when you did.”
Shane was puzzled.  
“You see, son,” said Shane’s father 

without opening his eyes, “a man’s big-
gest enemies are often his own fear, 
pride and guilt. You already overcame 
two of those things this morning. Now 
you just have to deal with guilt. 

“Guilt about what?” asked Shane. 
“The guilt hunters sometimes feel 

when they don’t go hunting but they 
know they could have, maybe even 
should have.” 

“I guess I do feel that sometimes,” 
said Shane. “Kinda weird. So what 
should I do?”

“Ease your seat back, pull your hat 
down and enjoy the patter of the rain 
as you dream about the two giant toms 
we’re going to hammer this evening.” 
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Fear, Pride and Naps
Sometimes there is nothing wrong with taking a snooze.

RITES
BY JEFF JOHNSTON
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MORE ANGLERS CHOOSE HUMMINBIRD®

TO SEE THE WATER MORE CLEARLY.

The water’s full of independent thinkers, and they agree on this: 

Humminbird® delivers the clearest underwater images. Also, its fi sh fi nders 

off er the most precise, most detailed maps of lakes. And when linked up with 

a Minn Kota® trolling motor, a Humminbird will take you where the bites 

are—automatically. But it’s all those fi sh in the boat that have led anglers 

everywhere to conclude that Humminbird is Simply. Clearly. Better.

Humminbird.com/ThinkClearly


