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TURKEY TUNE-UP
•PRE-SEASON TRAIL CAM TIPS
•LONGBEARD HUNTING FAQ
PLUS: NWTF CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

CROOKED RIVER: OREGON’S 
OVERLOOKED TROUT STREAM

HARD-WATER TACTICS FOR 
HARD-FIGHTING KOKANEES

• HAWAII TURKEYS
• RABBIT HOT SPOTS

• SAC DELTA STRIPERS
• SPRING CREEK TROUT
• EARLY SHED HUNTING

• SKWALA STONEFLY HATCH
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THE BEST BASS FINESSE 
RIG YOU’RE NOT FISHING

MUST HAVE



Yamaha Outboards’

POWER into

SALES EVENT
Offer valid from 1/1/23 - 3/31/23

FOR A LIMITED TIME, BUY AN ELIGIBLE NEW YAMAHA OUTBOARD AND GET:

UP
TO $

IN DEALER CREDIT*

YEARS

7 YEARS

OF WARRANTY PROTECTION 

OF WARRANTY PROTECTION 

*PROGRAM TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Consumer benefi t for purchasing a new (unused, not 
previously warranty registered) eligible Yamaha 60hp to 425hp four-stroke outboard is a 24-month 
Yamaha Extended Service contract (choice offered in Florida is a 24-month Yamaha Limited Warranty). 
Consumer benefi t for purchasing a new eligible Yamaha 8hp to 50hp four-stroke outboard is a 
credit based on MSRP toward the purchase of goods and/or services at the authorized participating 
dealer that sold the outboard, at no extra cost to consumer.  NO BENEFIT SUBSTITUTIONS. To be 
eligible, outboards must have been manufactured since January 2016. Promotion is only applicable 
from authorized participating Yamaha Outboard dealers in the U.S.A. sold to purchasing consumers 
residing in the U.S.A. Promotion is limited to available stock in dealer inventory that is sold, PDI 
completed, delivered and warranty registered on YMBS by the dealer in accordance with Yamaha’s 
promotion and warranty registration requirements during applicable dates. No model substitutions, 
benefi t substitutions, extensions or rain checks will be allowed. Outboards sold or provided for 
commercial, camp, resort, guide, promotional/demo, government agency, competition, 
tournament or sponsorship, as well as outboards introduced after 1/1/2023, are not eligible.
This promotion cannot be used in conjunction with any other Yamaha offer. Some exceptions may 
apply. See authorized participating Yamaha dealer for complete details. Yamaha reserves the right to 
change or cancel this promotion at any time. Other restrictions and conditions apply. 

REMEMBER to always observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly with a USCG-approved 

personal fl oatation device and protective gear.   © 2023 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

 YamahaOutboards.com

Eligible
Outboards Only

3-Year Ltd. Warranty
+ 2-Year Y.E.S.

250-300 HP Free!  $2,300 value

200-225 HP Free!  $1,800 value

150-175 HP Free!  $1,125 value

115 HP Free!  $800 value

60-90 HP Free!  $725 value

Eligible
Outboards Only

5-Year Ltd. Warranty
+ 2-Year Y.E.S.

425 HP Free!  $7,000 value

5 YEARS OF TOTAL 

WARRANTY PROTECTION

7 YEARS OF TOTAL 

WARRANTY PROTECTION

Eligible
Outboards Only

Dealership 
Credit 

30-50 HP $350 based on MSRP

20-25 HP $300 based on MSRP

9.9-15 HP $250 based on MSRP

8 HP $200 based on MSRP

DEALER CREDIT TOWARD 

PURCHASE OF GOODS/SERVICES

See your authorized participating Yamaha Outboard Dealer today for details! 
Other restrictions and conditions may apply.

On the purchase of select, 

eligible 425 HP outboards.

Five years of Yamaha Limited Warranty Coverage 
plus a two-year Yamaha Extended Service (Y.E.S.)

On the purchase of select, eligible 8 HP–50 HP outboards.

Up to $350 in dealer credit toward the purchase of goods/services on select 
models from your authorized participating Yamaha Outboard Dealer.

On the purchase of select, eligible 

60 HP–300 HP outboards.

Three years of Yamaha Limited Warranty Coverage 
plus a two-year Yamaha Extended Service (Y.E.S.) 
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FIELD SKILLS

36  SCOUT FROM AFAR
Use trail cameras to learn more 
about the daily habits of turkeys.
By Scott Haugen

DESTINATIONS

58  OVERLOOKED RAINBOWS
The Crooked River in Oregon 
teems with wild redband trout 
that are ignored by many anglers.
By Scott Linden

34  AROUND THE WEST
Chase rabbits, hunt shed antlers, 
trick trout and more this month.
By Andrew McKean

HOW-TO

38  TALKING TURKEYS
Our gobbler guru answers common 
questions from beginners, but it’s 
good advice for all turkey hunters.
By Scott Haugen

48  NEW RIG FOR BASS
7DUJHW�¿VK�LQ�FOHDU�ZDWHU�ZLWK�WKLV�
innovative tactic from Japan.
By Shane Beilue

44  TOP TROUT FLIES
These dozen failsafe patterns will 
tempt browns, ’bows and cutts in 
rivers and lakes all across the West.
By Mike Gnatkowski 

54  KOKANEE CONNECTION
Find and catch tasty landlocked 
sockeye salmon under the ice.
By Mike Gnatkowski 
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FEATURES

20  TENTS AND TOMS
Canvas wall tents aren’t just for 
ELJ�JDPH�VHDVRQV��7KH\�PDNH�D�¿QH�
camp for Nebraska turkey hunters.
By John Taranto 

26  FOR THE BIRDS
Hunters need turkeys. Turkeys need 
habitat. The National Wild Turkey 
Federation has been bringing all 
three together for 50 years. 
By Doug Howlett

64  START THEM YOUNG
Turkey season may be the best time 
to introduce kids to hunting.
By Thomas Allen

GEAR

74  RANGE REPORT
Mossberg’s new turkey gun is built 
for optics and deadly precision. 
By Adam Heggenstaller 

78  PRICE POINTS
Find rain gear that will help you stay 
dry and within your budget.
By Adam Heggenstaller

IN EVERY ISSUE

04  EDITOR’S LETTER

08  MOON TIMES

80  RITES

DEPARTMENTS

10  SHOOTING
Know the difference between 
VFRSHV�ZLWK�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�DQG�
second-focal-plane reticles. 
By Richard Mann

16  DIY
Don’t count on your phone to get 
out of a jam when outdoors. Rely 
on a compass and common sense. 
By Scott Linden

14  FISHING
Spring is coming, and so is some 
of the most action-packed inshore 
¿VKLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU��
By Dr. Jason Halfen 

18  CONSERVATION
Have wildlife conservation groups 
forgotten about mountain goats, 
sage grouse and ... cottontails? 
By Andrew McKean
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And receive 

The immense accomplishments of the 10-year Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative have 

resulted in monumental totals that are a direct result of committed, passionate and dedicated 

members like you, conserving the wild turkey and preserving North America’s hunting heritage.

5,216,914
Acres of Wildlife Habitat 
Conserved or Enhanced

1,534,819
New or Lapsed Hunters 
Recruited or Retained

700,041
Acres Opened for Hunting 

or Recreation Access
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I
didn’t start hunting turkeys in the spring till I was a sophomore in college. 
A fraternity brother who had years of experience with the birds took me that 
¿UVW�VHDVRQ��\HOOHG�DW�PH�IRU�PRYLQJ�WRR�PXFK��DQG�RQ�RXU�WKLUG�RU�IRXUWK�
PRUQLQJ�RI�KXQWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�FDOOHG�LQ�D�JREEOHU�WKDW�VWUXWWHG�RYHU�WKH�URFNV�

LQ�IURQW�RI�P\�ZDYHULQJ�JXQ�EDUUHO��6RPHKRZ²DQG�,¶P�VXUH�LW�FDPH�DV�D�FRPSOHWH�
VXUSULVH�WR�P\�SDO²,�PDQDJHG�WR�VLW�VWLOO�ORQJ�HQRXJK�ZLWK�FUDPSHG�DUPV�DQG�OHJV�
IRU�WKH�ELUG�WR�VZDJJHU�LQWR�UDQJH��:KHQ�WKH�ORQJEHDUG�ÀRSSHG�RYHU�DW�P\�VKRW��,�
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�PDGH�PH�KDSSLHU��WDJJLQJ�P\�¿UVW�JREEOHU�RU�¿QDOO\�EHLQJ�DEOH�
to stand and stretch.

'XULQJ�P\�URRNLH�VHDVRQ��,�OHDUQHG�WKUHH�LPSRUWDQW�OHVVRQV�WKDW�KDYH�VWXFN�ZLWK�
PH�HYHU�VLQFH��)LUVW��EH�ZKHUH�D�JREEOHU�ZDQWV�WR�JR��D�ELUG�LV�PRUH�DSW�WR�DSSURDFK�
\RXU�ORFDWLRQ�LI�LW�OLNHV�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX¶UH�VHW�XS��6HFRQG��ZKHQ�\RX�NQRZ�D�
ORQJEHDUG�LV�KHDGLQJ�LQ�\RXU�GLUHFWLRQ��FDOO�VSDULQJO\²LI�DW�DOO��$QG�WKLUG��ZKHQHYHU�
SRVVLEOH��WDNH�D�IHZ�H[WUD�VHFRQGV�WR�¿QG�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�VSRW�WR�VLW�GRZQ��)RUW\�¿YH�
PLQXWHV�ODWHU�ZKHQ�D�ELUG�LV�VWLOO�KXQJ�XS�RXW�RI�UDQJH�DQG�\RX�FDQ¶W�PRYH��\RX¶OO�
EH�JODG�\RX�GLG��,�KDYH�P\�IULHQG�WR�WKDQN�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�PH�WKRVH�¿UVW�WZR�OHVVRQV��
Let’s just say I learned the third one by the seat of my pants.
,¶YH�OHDUQHG�D�ZKROH�ORW�PRUH�DERXW�WXUNH\V�DQG�KRZ�WR�KXQW�WKHP�LQ�WKH����

\HDUV�VLQFH�P\�¿UVW�VHDVRQ��$QG�ZLWK�HYHU\�VSULQJ�FRPHV�QHZ�OHVVRQV��HLWKHU�IURP�
WKH�ELUGV�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�RWKHU�KXQWHUV��7KLV�LVVXH�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKDW�NLQG�RI�OHDUQ�
LQJ��:H¶YH�SDFNHG�LW�ZLWK�WXUNH\�FRQWHQW�MXVW�DV�VHDVRQV�DUH�DERXW�WR�VWDUW�DFURVV�
WKH�FRXQWU\��$QG�ZKLOH�WKH�ZULWHUV�ZH�WDSSHG�WR�SURYLGH�DGYLFH�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�
EHVW�WXUNH\�KXQWHUV�,�NQRZ��\RX�FDQ�RQO\�OHDUQ�VR�PXFK�E\�UHDGLQJ�WKHLU�DUWLFOHV��
Get out there and put their recommendations to use. Very few things are gospel 
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�KXQWLQJ�JREEOHUV��WDLORU�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�\RX�UHDG�LQ�WKHVH�SDJHV�
WR�\RXU�ZRRGV�DQG�ELUGV��)LQDOO\��,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�VKDUH�\RXU�OHVVRQV�ZLWK�RWK�
HUV²HVSHFLDOO\�\RXQJ�KXQWHUV��7KRPDV�$OOHQ�JLYHV�\RX�D�EOXHSULQW�IRU�GRLQJ�MXVW�
that starting on page 64. 

%HVW�RI�OXFN�WKLV�VSULQJ��%H�VDIH��KXQW�VPDUW�DQG�WU\�QRW�WR�PRYH�WRR�PXFK�

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

Learning the Ropes
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WORLD-CLASS FISH STORY

There are big muskies, giant muskies 
and then next-level muskies. Read about 
the latter in “Speechless: Lake Ontario 
Muskie a World-Class Catch?”

TIME FOR LUNKERS

March is a great month for bass anglers 
to hook a wall-hanger. Our popular bass 
“Crash Course” video series will help 
you do just that. 

TURKEY PREP

Spring turkey hunting is upon us, and 
before you start planning those early 
wake-ups, check out our tips and tricks 
to prepare for the season.

CRAPPIE CENTRAL

Other crappie hot spots may exist, but 
there’s only one Reelfoot Lake. Read 
why the Tennessee reservoir is so spe-
cial in “Catch Crappies of a Lifetime.”

NEW GEAR IS HERE

Looking for a new bow or gun? We’ll 
help you make a decision with in-depth 
coverage of the latest gear from this 
year’s ATA and SHOT tradeshows.

IRRESISTIBLE TO CATFISH

&DW¿VK�ZLOO�HDW�VRPH�FUD]\�EDLWV��VXFK�
as french fries, bar soap and even 
Preparation H. Learn more in “10 Secret 
&DW¿VK�%DLWV�<RX�'LGQ¶W�.QRZ�$ERXW�´
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UNAUTHORIZED AGENT. If you are offered a subscription 
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subscription scams, please visit www.ftc.gov.  
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MEDIA

outdoorsg.com

TELEVISION

outdoorchannel.com

thesportsmanchannel.com

worldfishingnetwork.com 

HUNTING

bowhunter.com

bowhuntingmag.com

gameandfishmag.com 

gundogmag.com 

northamericanwhitetail.com

petersenshunting.com 

wildfowlmag.com

FISHING

bassfan.com

floridasportsman.com 

flyfisherman.com 

gameandfishmag.com 

in-fisherman.com 

SHOOTING

firearmsnews.com

gunsandammo.com

handguns.com

rifleshootermag.com

shootingtimes.com
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trending now at 

Game & Fish Online
get tips, see gear and celebrate the lifestyle at gafmag.com
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full and Last Quarter 
(Last Q). Times listed represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.
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DAYS

FAIR 

DAYS

For your own 2023 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock, go to moontimes.com or send $11.95 each, plus $3.75 shipping/handling 
per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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M
any hunters don’t understand 
ULÀHVFRSHV��$�ULÀHVFRSH�LV�
not a sight. It contains the 
sight—the reticle—and pro-

YLGHV�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��HOLPLQDWHV�SDUDOOD[�
and allows for sight adjustment. But, the 
UHWLFOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH�LV�WKH�DF-
tual sight; it’s what you use to aim. When 
hunters are considering a new scope, too 
often they overlook reticles or do not 
understand that they function differ-
ently depending on where they’re placed 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH��:LWK�YDULDEOH�
powered scopes, the reticle is either 
placed in the front or the rear of the 
erector tube, and the erector tube is what 

DOORZV�IRU� WKH�ULÀHVFRSH¶V�PDJQL¿FD-
tion—zoom function—to be adjusted.

FIRST FOCAL PLANE 

If the reticle is in front of the erector tube, 
ZKHQ�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH¶V�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�LV�
LQFUHDVHG��LW�QRW�RQO\�PDJQL¿HV�WKH�LPDJH�
EXW�DOVR�WKH�UHWLFOH��,I�\RX�DGMXVW�PDJQL¿-
cation from 5X to 10X, the image and the 
reticle appear twice as large. Due to this, 
the subtensions of the reticle—its size in 
relation to the target—do not change with 
PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��,Q�'LDJUDP����VHH�SDJH�
12), subtensions A and B would remain 
WKH�VDPH�QR�PDWWHU�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�DW�
ZKLFK�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH�LV�VHW�

SECOND FOCAL PLANE 

,I�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH¶V�UHWLFOH�LV�DW�WKH�UHDU�
of the erector tube, then the appearance 
of the reticle does not change as mag-
QL¿FDWLRQ�LV�DGMXVWHG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKH�
subtensions of the reticle—its size in 
relation to the view/target—do change 
ZLWK�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��,Q�'LDJUDP����VXE-
tensions A and B would decrease by 
KDOI�ZLWK�D�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�DGMXVWPHQW�
from 5X to 10X. Or they would double 
in size with a similar adjustment from 
��;�WR��;��7KLV�LV�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�
LPDJH�WKDW�\RX�VHH�WKURXJK�WKH�ULÀH-
VFRSH�LV�EHLQJ�PDJQL¿HG��ZKHUHDV�WKH�
reticle is not.
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SHOOTING

THE

Tailor your choice of riflescope reticle 
—in the first or second focal plane—to your 

intended hunting pursuits.

By Richard Mann
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SOME HISTORY

For many years, scopes made in America 
or for the U.S. market were built with a 
rear or second-focal-plane reticle. But, 
(XURSHDQ�PDGH�ULÀHVFRSHV�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�
EXLOW�ZLWK�WKH�UHWLFOH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�IRFDO�
plane. Most American hunters didn’t 
like how the reticle in European scopes 
LQFUHDVHG�LQ�VL]H�ZKHQ�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�
was adjusted. So, about two decades ago, 
many European optics companies began
EXLOGLQJ�VHFRQG�IRFDO�SODQH�ULÀHVFRSHV�
to appeal to Americans.
With a ballistic reticle positioned in 

the second focal plane, the subtensions 
for that reticle were typically set to equal 

AIR IS THE FUTURE™

www.airforceairguns.com 

s e r i o u s  a i r g u n  h u n t i n g  s t a r t s  h e r e

Texan® s Preferred Big Bore Air Rifle

Texas, USA

Proudly made in

Texan® is America’s preferred big bore 
DLU�ULÁH��GHOLYHULQJ�RYHU�����IRRW�SRXQGV�
RI�HQHUJ\�LQ������FDOLEHU��

(YHU\� 7H[DQ®� DLU� ULÁH� IHDWXUHV� D� /RWKDU�
:DOWKHU�SUHFLVLRQ�EDUUHO�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�
XQLTXH� IHDWXUHV� WKDW� PDNH�$LU)RUFH� DLU�
ULÁHV� WKH�KXQWHU·V�SUHIHUUHG�DLUJXQ�DQG�
WKH� ZRUOG·V� PRVW� SRZHUIXO� SURGXFWLRQ�
DLU�ULÁHV�

A second-focal-plane reticle best  
suits most hunters. Those who often 
take longer shots may benefit from a 
reticle in the first focal plane.
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D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�WUDMHFWRU\�RU�D�VSHFL¿F�
mil or MOA measurement only at a 
VLQJOH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��7KLV�ZDV�XVXDOO\�
WKH�VFRSH¶V�PD[LPXP�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�VHW-
WLQJ��6HFRQG�IRFDO�SODQH�VFRSHV�SURYHG�
SUREOHPDWLF�LQ�ORQJ�UDQJH�VKRRWLQJ��VSH-
FL¿FDOO\�ZKHQ�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�QHHGHG�
WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�GXH�WR�PLUDJH��GLVWDQFH�
RU�WDUJHW�VL]H��:KHQ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG��WKH�
VXEWHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�UHWLFOH�FKDQJHG�

%XW��DV�ORQJ�UDQJH�VKRRWLQJ�EHFDPH�
PRUH�SRSXODU�LQ�$PHULFD²ERWK�IRU�FRP-
SHWLWLRQ�DQG�KXQWLQJ²VR�WRR�GLG�¿UVW�
IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOHV��7KLV�ZDV�EHFDXVH�WKH�
VXEWHQVLRQV�RI�EDOOLVWLF�UHWLFOHV²UHWLFOHV�
ZLWK�H[WUD�DLPLQJ�SRLQWV�WR�PDWFK�VWDQ-
GDUGL]HG�WUDMHFWRULHV��RU�ZLWK�JUDGXDWLRQV�
LQ�PLOV�RU�02$²SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
IRFDO�SODQH�GR�QRW�FKDQJH�ZKHQ�PDJ-
QL¿FDWLRQ�LV�DGMXVWHG��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�
you need to make a 2-MOA correction 
ZLWK�\RXU�UHWLFOH��WKH���02$�VXEWHQVLRQ�
DOZD\V�HTXDOV���02$��QR�PDWWHU� WKH�
ULÀHVFRSH¶V�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�VHWWLQJ��,I�WKH�
VHFRQG�DLPLQJ�SRLQW�EHORZ�WKH�FHQWHU�
RI�WKH�UHWLFOH�LV�\RXU�DLPLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�
D�����\DUG�VKRW��WKDW�DLPLQJ�SRLQW�FDQ�
EH�XVHG�DW�WKDW�GLVWDQFH�QR�PDWWHU�WKH�
VFRSH¶V�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�VHWWLQJ�

WHAT’S BEST?

7R�DQVZHU�WKLV��¿UVW�FRQVLGHU�WKH�W\SH�
RI�KXQWLQJ�\RX¶OO�EH�GRLQJ��([FHSW�IRU�
YDUPLQW�KXQWHUV�ZKR�URXWLQHO\�VKRRW�
DW�H[WUHPH�UDQJH��PRVW�KXQWHUV�UDUHO\�
VKRRW�DW�DQLPDOV�EH\RQG�����\DUGV��,Q�
IDFW��PRVW�VKRWV²VXFFHVVIXO�VKRWV²DW�
ELJ�JDPH�DQLPDOV�DUH�WDNHQ�PXFK�FORVHU��
,Q�WKRVH�FDVHV��EDOOLVWLF�UHWLFOHV�DUH�RI�QR�
UHDO�YDOXH��$QG��ZKHQ�D�ORQJHU�VKRW�LV�

UHTXLUHG�ZKLOH�KXQWLQJ��\RX�W\SLFDOO\�
KDYH�WLPH�WR�DGMXVW�WKH�PDJQL¿FD-
WLRQ�WR�PD[LPXP�SRZHU�WR�XVH�
a ballistic reticle in a second-
IRFDO�SODQH�ULÀHVFRSH�
,W¶V� DOVR� FRPPRQ� IRU�

ELJ�JDPH�KXQWHUV�WR�EH�LQ�
VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�WKH�PD[L-
PXP�VKRW�GLVWDQFH�FDQ�EH�
YHU\�FORVH��VXFK�DV�ZKHQ�
KXQWLQJ�WKLFN�WLPEHU��+HUH�
KXQWHUV�ZLOO�ZDQW�WR�WXUQ�WKH�
PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�ZD\�GRZQ��
7KDW�ZD\��LI�WKH\�QHHG�WR�WDNH�
D�VKRW��WKH�DQLPDO�ZLOO�EH�HDV-
LHU�WR�ORFDWH�DQG�WKH�VLJKW²WKH�
UHWLFOH²ZLOO�EH�HDVLHU�WR�SRVLWLRQ�
RYHU�WKH�FRUUHFW�VSRW��:LWK�WKH�¿UVW�
IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOH��WKLV�FDQ�EHFRPH�GLI-
¿FXOW��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�WKH�
OLJKW�LV�GLP�

7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKH�H[DFW�WKLQJ�
WKDW�PDNHV�D�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOH�
JUHDW�IRU�XVH�DW�H[WUHPH�UDQJH��)RU�D�
UHWLFOH�WR�EH�DGHTXDWH�IRU� ORQJ�UDQJH�
VKRRWLQJ��LW�PXVW�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�EH�RYHUO\�
WKLFN�DV�LW�UHODWHV�WR�WKH�WDUJHW��2WKHUZLVH��
SUHFLVH�DLPLQJ�EHFRPHV�GLI¿FXOW��$QG�
UHPHPEHU��DV�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�D�
¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�ULÀHVFRSH�LV�DGMXVWHG��
WKH�LPDJH�DQG�WKH�UHWLFOH�DUH�PDJQL¿HG��
6R��ZKHQ�D�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�ULÀHVFRSH�
LV�VHW�WR�PLQLPXP�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��WKH�
UHWLFOH�PXVW�EH�YHU\�WKLQ��2WKHUZLVH��
ZKHQ�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�LV�LQFUHDVHG��LW�
ZLOO�EHFRPH�WRR�WKLFN��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�
WUXH�ZLWK�ULÀHVFRSHV�WKDW�KDYH�D�EURDG�
PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�UDQJH��

$W�PLQLPXP�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��WKH�UHWLFOH�
LQ�D�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�ULÀHVFRSH�FDQ�EH�VR�

WKLQ�WKDW�LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VHH��$QG�WKH�OHVV�
OLJKW�WKHUH�LV��WKH�KDUGHU�LW�LV�WR�VHH��,I�\RX�
PXVW�WDNH�D�FORVH�VKRW�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV�
RI�WKH�WLPEHU��\RX�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�
FOHDUO\�VHH�WKH�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOH�

$�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOH�PLJKW�EH�QLFH�
LI�\RX�RIWHQ�WDNH�ORQJ�VKRWV�DW�ELJ�JDPH��,W�
PD\�DOVR�EH�KHOSIXO�LI�\RX¶UH�D�YDUPLQW�RU�
SUHGDWRU�KXQWHU�ZKHUH�ORQJ�VKRWV�DUH�FRP-
PRQ��DQG�\RX¶UH�FRQWLQXDOO\�¿QH�WXQLQJ�
WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�ULÀHVFRSH�ZKLOH�
KXQWLQJ��2WKHUZLVH��D�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�
UHWLFOH�RIIHUV�YLUWXDOO\�QR�DGYDQWDJH�WR�
WKH�KXQWHU��)RU�ELJ�JDPH�KXQWHUV�ZKR�OLNH�
WKH�¿UVW�IRFDO�SODQH�UHWLFOH¶V�FRQVLVWHQW�
UHWLFOH�VXEWHQVLRQV��FRQVLGHU�FKRRVLQJ�
RQH�WKDW¶V�LOOXPLQDWHG²RU�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�
KDV�DQ�LOOXPLQDWHG�FHQWHU�GRW��,W¶OO�EH�
PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�VHH�DW�ORZ�SRZHU�DQG�LQ�
ORZ�OLJKW�VLWXDWLRQV��
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Where your reticle is 
placed determines if 
subtensions change 
with magnification.

Left: A first-focal-plane reticle can be difficult to see at low magnification and in low light. Center: The same reticle can benefit from an illuminated dot or 
aiming point, especially in low-light scenarios. Right: The reticle at a high-magnification setting (16X) is much easier to see. Both the reticle and the 
target are magnified, though the reticle subtensions don’t change.

Diagram 1



© 2022  Johnson Outdoors Marine Electronics, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

MORE ANGLERS CHOOSE HUMMINBIRD®

TO SEE THE WATER MORE CLEARLY.

The water’s full of independent thinkers, and they agree on this: 

Humminbird® delivers the clearest underwater images. Also, its fi sh fi nders 

off er the most precise, most detailed maps of lakes. And when linked up with 

a Minn Kota® trolling motor, a Humminbird will take you where the bites 

are—automatically. But it’s all those fi sh in the boat that have led anglers 

everywhere to conclude that Humminbird is Simply. Clearly. Better.

Humminbird.com/ThinkClearly



I
nshore angling is the most common 
and popular way to experience 
WKH�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�VDOWZDWHU�¿VK-
ing. Whether pursued from the 

EHDFKHV�RU�RQ�WKH�ÀDWV��LQ�PDQJURYH�
lined lagoons or roseau cane marshes, 
SUL]HG�LQVKRUH�JDPH¿VK�IURP�VSHFNOHG�
VHD�WURXW�WR�UHG¿VK��VQRRN��VWULSHG�EDVV�
and tarpon beckon anglers to the shal-
lows as the sun warms waters from their 
ZLQWHUWLPH� ORZV��,QGHHG�� WKH�ÀHHWLQJ�
weeks of spring are some of the best 
times to stretch a line in preparation for 
a long season ahead.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

During the cold winter months, many in-
VKRUH�JDPH¿VK�JUDYLWDWH�WRZDUG�FUHHNV�
and deep-water areas with soft, muddy 
substrates. This general movement  

occurs in part because the darker sedi-
ment will hold heat from the sun and 
create a slightly warmer environment for 
WKH�¿VK��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LQVKRUH�JDPH¿VK�
diets frequently pivot away from bait-
¿VK��IDYRULQJ�FUXVWDFHDQV�DQG�RWKHU�SUH\�
items that are concentrated in these areas. 

As inshore waters warm in the spring, 
JDPH¿VK�VSUHDG�RXW�IURP�WKHLU�ZLQWHU-
ing locations to invade the shallows as 
their metabolic needs increase and their 
aggressive, predatory instincts awaken. 
Emerging grasses, shallow rock, sand 
ÀDWV��R\VWHU�EHGV�DQG�SURPLQHQW�SRLQWV�
WKDW�GHÀHFW�QHDU�VKRUH�FXUUHQW�DUH�DOO�
deserving of your attention now. During 
spring, inshore predator diets begin 
WR� LQFOXGH�PRUH�¿Q¿VK��DQG�DV�D�UH-
sult, hard-bottomed habitats become 
more important areas than the muddy  

VHGLPHQWV�WKDW�FRQFHQWUDWH�¿VK�GXULQJ�
the winter months.

TACTICS AND TARGETS

Schools of aggressive speckled sea trout 
frequently use hard cover, including 
rockpiles and shell beds, as ambush 
points when hunting prey. Spring is 
a great time to target these nearshore 
WURXW�ZLWK�D�ÀDVK\�KDUG�OXUH²VXFK�DV�
the LiveTarget Sardine Twitchbait or a 
1/2-ounce lipless rattlebait, which can 
be used to tempt trout throughout the 
water column.

Aggressive, start-and-stop cadences 
are effective at eliciting strikes from 
these toothy predators. Wading shal-
ORZ�VDQG�ÀDWV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
productive for trout in the spring. Do a 
bit of scouting before getting your feet 
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ANGLE

Now is the time to hit the salt for some of the best action of the year.
Story and Photos by Dr. Jason A. Halfen



wet, using bird activity to help you locate 
ODUJH�SRGV�RI�EDLW¿VK�EHLQJ�SXVKHG�WR�
the surface by hungry predators below.
Wading skinny waters provides you 

with the advantage of exceptional stealth 
in an environment where waves slapping 
against the hull or an errant dropped pair 
of pliers can scatter bait and trout alike.
Long casts are critical here, so launch 

a lively action soft plastic like Z-Man’s 
4-inch DieZel MinnowZ rigged on a 
1/4-ounce Z-Man Trout Eye jighead. 
The ElaZtech polymer found in Z-Man 
soft baits is exceptionally stretchy and 
durable. As such, it easily withstands 
the array of sharp teeth found in hun-
gry trout mouths, while the prominent, 
oversized eye found on Trout Eye jigs 
provides a highly-visible target to draw 
WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�IHHGLQJ�JDPH¿VK��

FAVORING FORAGE

Like speckled trout, snook winter in deep 
areas within rivers and back bays. As wa-
ters begin to warm in early spring, these 
popular predators stage in predictable 
locations along the way to the passes and 
major river inlets where spawning will 
occur—starting as early as April in Florida 
waters. While snook are somewhat dor-
mant during the cold winter months, the 
caloric energy needed to support this 
WUDQVLWLRQ��DQG�WR�¿QLVK�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
of reproductive tissues, has these preda-
WRUV�IHHGLQJ�KHDYLO\�RQ�EDLW¿VK�
Pilchards are a main forage food source 

for snook this time of year. The hatch 
bait from the previous summer is now 
3 to 5 inches long and plentiful in spring 
DURXQG�JUDVV�ÀDWV��LQVLGH�WKH�SDVVHV�DQG�
key structures, such as bridges and reefs.
/XUHV�WKDW�PDWFK�WKH�SUR¿OH��DFWLRQ�DQG�

size of the bait present is key to catching 
highly visual predators like snook, who 
spend much of their life cycles in the 
gin-clear Gulf of Mexico waters.

The 3 1/2-inch LiveTarget Sardine 
Swimbait is an outstanding choice. 
Weighing in at 1/2 ounce, this excep-
tionally realistic soft-plastic swimbait 
supports long casts that put your bait in 
IURQW�RI�PRUH�¿VK�SHU�GD\�DQG�UHGXFH�
WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�VSRRNLQJ�¿VK��$OWHUQDWH�
between a slow, swimming retrieve and 
one with erratic snap-jigging action to 
trigger snook anywhere across the activ-
ity spectrum.
From the Outer Banks of North 

Carolina, down to Florida, across to the 
salt marshes of Louisiana and down the 
7H[DV�FRDVW��UHG¿VK�KROG�WKH�GLVWLQF-
tion of being one of the most popular 
DQG�ZLGHO\�WDUJHWHG�LQVKRUH�JDPH¿VK��
Target early-season reds near shallow 

JUDVVHV�ZKHUH�¿VK�DUH�RIWHQ�VHHQ�WDLOLQJ�
while foraging for crustaceans or along 
windblown points and shorelines where 
ZDYH�DFWLRQ�GLVRULHQWV�EDLW¿VK�DQG�JLYHV�
reds a distinct feeding advantage.
Launching a 1/2-ounce bladed jig 

dressed with a soft-plastic trailer is a great 
way to comb water and locate actively 
feeding reds. Retrieve the lure at such a 
pace that you can feel the metal blade 
pulsating while still maintaining occa-
sional contact with cover such as grass, 
shell beds, or even the sandy substrate 
on the bottom.

A slower presentation, like a soft plas-
tic minnow or shrimp-imitating lure sus-
pended beneath a popping cork, will put 
PRUH�¿VK�LQ�WKH�ERDW�DIWHU�\RX¶YH�SLFNHG�
off the more active reds in the school. 

GEAR UP

A 7-foot, fast-action, graphite spinning 
rod will get quite a workout when chasing 
inshore predators in the spring. Choose 
a medium-power rod when targeting 
VPDOOHU�VSHFLHV�OLNH�WURXW�RU�ÀRXQGHU��
A medium-heavy rod excels for puppy 
reds and snook, while a heavy-power rod 
is perfect for bull reds, oversized snook 
or even apex inshore species like striped 
bass or tarpon.
Equip the rod with a 3000- or 

4000-series spinning reel, spooled with 
���SRXQG�WHVW�EUDLGHG�OLQH�DQG�¿QLVKHG�
with a 6-foot leader of 12- or 15-pound-
WHVW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDGHU��-RLQ�WKH�PDLQ�
line to the leader with a compact, robust 
FG knot for exceptional performance as 
the union passes through the rod guides.
Spring is here, and just as the warm 

breezes and gentle showers awaken your 
yard and garden, rising temperatures 
awaken saltwater predators, too. 
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As inshore waters warm, so does the 
bite as redfish and other predators 
begin prowling for baitfish.

Shallows featuring emerging grasses, 
rock, sand flats and current-affecting 
points are worthy of your attention now.



L
ike two bored cavemen, we 
poked at the dying embers of 
RXU�¿UH��EHOFKLQJ��VFUDWFKLQJ�
DQG�ZRQGHULQJ�ZK\�WKDW�KHOL-

FRSWHU�NHSW�À\LQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�FDQ-
\RQ��$�FRQIXVHG�ORRNLQJ�JX\�ZLWK�D�
JLJDQWLF�SDSHU�PDS�H[LWHG�WKH�ZKLUO\ELUG��
D�SX]]OHG�ORRN�RQ�KLV�IDFH��

³&DQ�\RX�WHOO�XV�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH"´�KH�
DVNHG�VKHHSLVKO\��:H�VSUHDG�WKH�PDS�
on the dusty ground and showed him.

+H�WKDQNHG�XV��IROGHG�WKH�PDS�DQG�
trotted toward the chopper. 

³%\�WKH�ZD\��ZKDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"´�
I asked

³:H¶UH� IURP� WKH�8�6��*HRORJLFDO�
6XUYH\�DQG�ZH¶UH�PDSSLQJ�JROG�PLQHV�LQ�
WKH�DUHD�´�KH�VDLG�RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU��<HDK��
WKH�JX\V�ZKR�PDGH�WKH�PDS�ZHUH�ORVW�

7KDW�WLPH�LW�ZDV�³RSHUDWRU�HUURU�´�EXW�
WKDW�PDS�DOVR�KDG�DW�OHDVW�WZR�LQDFFXUDWH�

SODFH�QDPHV��1HZV�ÀDVK��PRVW�PRELOH�
apps are based on the same data. If you 
FDQ¶W�FRXQW�RQ�WKH�PDS�JX\V��\RX�PXVW�
EH�DEOH�WR�FRXQW�RQ�\RXUVHOI��+HUH¶V�KRZ�

BASIC PREP

³*URXQG�WUXWKLQJ´�LV�D�VWDUW��&DOO�HY-
HU\RQH�ZKR�PLJKW�KDYH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
WKH�URXWH��\RXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ�DQG� ORFDO�
conditions. Mark your destination on 
\RXU�PRELOH�DSS��KDQGKHOG�*36�DQG�
SDSHU�PDS��6KDUH�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLWK�D�
UHVSRQVLEOH�SDUW\�ZKR�FDUHV�HQRXJK�
about you to notify authorities. 
/HDUQ�EDVLF�PDS�DQG�FRPSDVV�VNLOOV��DW�

OHDVW�KRZ�WR�XVH�D�FDWFKOLQH��VHH�VLGHEDU���
I once tossed a compass into a seminar 
DXGLHQFH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�EHDUG�DQG�ÀDQQHO�
types, asking them to show me south. 
+DOI�VKRZHG�PH�QRUWK��,�KRSH�WKH\�JRW�
home OK.

WHAT TO PACK

,I�\RX�FDQ¶W�VHH�\RXU�WUXFN�IURP�ZKHUH�
\RX¶UH�KXQWLQJ��WDNH�WKHVH����HVVHQWLDOV�
DQG�\RX¶OO�EH�DEOH�WR�VSHQG�D�QLJKW�LQ�
the deep, dark, scary woods without 
ZRUU\LQJ�DERXW�PDNLQJ�LW�RXW�DOLYH��GXFW�
WDSH��PDS�DQG�FRPSDVV��DQG�WKH�VNLOOV�
WR�XVH�WKHP���ZDWHUSURRI�PDWFKHV�DQG�
¿UH�VWDUWHU��VSDFH�EODQNHW��PXOWL�WRRO��
ZDWHU�SXUL¿FDWLRQ��WDEV�RU�¿OWHU���ZDWHU�
FRQWDLQHU��RU�ERWWOHG�ZDWHU�LI�WKHUH¶V�OLWWOH�
FKDQFH�\RX¶OO�¿QG�ZDWHU�LQ�WKH�¿HOG���
ZKLVWOH��SURWHLQ�EDUV��DQG�D�VPDOO�ÀDVK-
OLJKW��$GG�VSDUH�EDWWHULHV�RU�D�SRZHU�EDQN�
DQG�\RX¶UH�D�WLVK�RYHU�WKH�DUELWUDU\�����
EXW�ZKR¶V�TXLEEOLQJ�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�
JHWWLQJ�KRPH�LQ�RQH�SLHFH"

Take your phone, too, of course,  but 
GRQ¶W�FRXQW�RQ�LW�WR�JHW�\RX�RXW�RI�D�MDP��
,W�ZRXOGQ¶W�KXUW�WR�EX\�DQG�VXEVFULEH�
WR�6327�RU�*DUPLQ¶V�,Q5HDFK��HLWKHU�
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Make note of distinctive land features when 
hunting in unfamiliar grounds to make it 
easier to find your way back to camp.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

 TO  ABOUT IT



WATCH THE WEATHER

Research search-and-rescue callouts and 
\RX¶OO�¿QG�WKDW�\RX¶UH�OLNHO\�WR�VWD\�DOLYH�
LI�\RX��WHOO�VRPHRQH�ZKHUH�\RX¶UH�KHDGHG�
DQG�ZKHQ�\RX¶OO�UHWXUQ��NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKH�
QHDUHVW�KLJKZD\�RU�WRZQ�LV��SDFN�\RXU����
HVVHQWLDOV��GRQ¶W�EXFN�VQRZGULIWV�JRLQJ�
XSKLOO²WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�PRUH��DQG�VWD\�ZLWK�
\RXU�YHKLFOH�

:KHQ�,�JR�RXW�IRU�GLQQHU�DQG�OHDYH�
WKH�SHWV�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��,�WHOO�P\�ZLUHKDLU��
³'RQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�VWXSLG�´�,W¶V�JRRG�
DGYLFH�IRU�RXWGRRUVPHQ��WRR��
,�NLERVKHG�D�KXQWLQJ�WULS�ODVW�VHDVRQ�

EHFDXVH�WKH�ZHDWKHU�IRUHFDVW�ZDV�LII\�
IRU�WKH�WDLO�HQG�RI�D�GHHS�IRUD\�LQWR�WKH�
GDUNHVW�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�ORZHU����VWDWHV��
6OLFN��PXGG\�URDGV��DUFWLF�FROG��QR�FHOO�
VLJQDO�DQG�QR�URDGVLGH�DVVLVWDQFH�ZHUH�
MXVW�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�GHWHUUHQWV��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�
PRXQWDLQ�OLRQV��$QJOHUV�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�
ORRN�DW�XSVWUHDP�ZHDWKHU�ZLWK�DQ�H\H�RQ�
WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�ÀRRGLQJ��7KH�SRLQW�LV��
JHW�RXW�RU�FDQFHO�EHIRUH�WKLQJV�JHW�GLFH\��

GETTING FOUND

,Q�WKH�HYHQW�\RX�EHFRPH�ORVW��KXQNHU�
GRZQ��VWDUW�D�¿UH��EXLOG�D�VKHOWHU��VLJQDO�
VHDUFKHUV�DQG�VWD\�SXW��7U\�\RXU�SKRQH��
WH[WV�RIWHQ�JHW�WKURXJK�ZKHQ�FDOOV�ZRQ¶W��
<RX�PLJKW�EH�VWUHVVHG�ZKHQ�UHVFXHUV�
¿QG�\RX��EXW�\RX¶OO�EH�ZUDSSHG�LQ�D�
VSDFH�EODQNHW�DV�KHOSIXO�YROXQWHHUV�WHQG�
WR�\RXU�QHHGV�

,I�\RX�PXVW�OHDYH�\RXU�ULJ��SRVW�D�QRWH�
LQ�LW�ZLWK�\RXU�GHSDUWXUH�WLPH�GD\�DQG�
ZKHUH�\RX¶UH�KHDGHG��8VXDOO\��WKH�EHVW�
SODQ�LV�WR�ZDON�GRZQKLOO��UH�WUDFLQJ�\RXU�
RULJLQDO�URXWH��2U�KHDG�GRZQVWUHDP��DQG�
ZKHQ�WZR�VWUHDPV�PHHW��IROORZ�WKH�³DU-
URZ´�FUHDWHG�E\�WKHLU�MXQFWXUH��.QRZLQJ�
KRZ�WR�¿QG�WKH�1RUWK�6WDU�PLJKW�KHOS�
LI�\RX�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�FRXQWU\�RU�
KDYH�\RXU�PDS��$QG�PDUN�\RXU� WUXFN�
DQG�FDPS�DV�ZD\SRLQWV�RQ�D�*36�IRU�D�
FRPSDVV�EHDULQJ�DQG�PD\EH�GLUHFWLRQV�
WR�D�NQRZQ�ORFDWLRQ��
1HHG�PRUH�PRWLYDWLRQ"�,�ZDV�IRO-

ORZLQJ�P\�ELUG�GRJV�RII�WUDLO�EHKLQG�

P\�KRXVH��2.��LW�ZDV���PLOHV�EHKLQG�
P\�KRXVH��ZKHQ�SHD�VRXS�IRJ�UROOHG�
LQ�DV�WKH�VXQ�VDQN�EHORZ�WKH�KRUL]RQ��
,�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�KHDGOLQH��
³6R�&DOOHG�μ2XWGRRU�([SHUW¶�5HVFXHG�
LQ�2ZQ�%DFN\DUG�´�0\�JR�WR�FDWFKOLQH�
LV�WKH�IRUHVW�VHUYLFH�URDG�WR�WKH�ZHVW��DQG�
,�KDG�D�FRPSDVV�RQ�P\�SKRQH��$IWHU�D�
OLWWOH�EUXVK�EXVWLQJ��ZH�HYHQWXDOO\�FDXJKW�
WKH�UXWWHG�JUDYHO��,�ZDV�VWULGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�
\DUG�DV�P\�ZLIH�SRNHG�KHU�KHDG�RXW�WKH�
GRRU��D�ZRUULHG�ORRN�RQ�KHU�ORYHO\�IDFH��

³:KHQ¶V�GLQQHU"´�,�DVNHG�QRQFKD-
ODQWO\��6KH�VKRRN�KHU�KHDG��EXW�DW�OHDVW�
VKH�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�WR�FDOO�WKH�QHZVSDSHU��

CATCHLINE
Find your way back to camp.

Before you make a move in strange 
country, grab a map and identify a 
stream, road, ridgeline or other long, 
relatively straight feature in relation 
to where you start. That’s your 
catchline. As long as you know what 
direction you’ve gone in relation to 
the catchline, you’re home free. 

Example: I’m camped along a 
river that runs north-south. I hunt 
away from camp to the east. When 
I want to head back, I simply walk 
west until I reach the river. Camp 
is either left or right along my 
catchline. Be the cool uncle by 
overshooting camp on purpose (say, 
to the north) so you know to walk 
south when you hit the stream.
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When facing dicey weather conditions,  
the best hunting decision can be to  
turn around and head for home.

The smart backcountry hunter 
knows basic map- and compass-

reading skills can save the day 
when high-tech options fail.



L
ove to hunt turkeys? You can 
thank the National Wild Turkey 
Federation for much of the res-
toration of turkeys across the 

continent decades ago, and for improv-
ing turkey habitat—and hunting op-
portunities—ever since (see page 26).
Fan of elk? Tip of the hat to the Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) staff 
and members for conserving entire land-
scapes and ensuring hunting access to 
herds that have grown in number and dis-
tribution because of their habitat work.
You can trace that same origin story 

RI�PDQ\�VSHFLHV�VSHFL¿F�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
groups, born of a poverty of animals 
and members’ collective determina-
tion to bring them back to abundance. 
Waterfowl, mule deer, ring-necked pheas-
DQWV�DQG�UXIIHG�JURXVH�KDYH�DOO�EHQH¿WHG�
from organizations with members who 

have sweated and advocated and fund-
raised on their behalf.
If you doubt the effectiveness of the 

model, then simply look at the prosper-
ity of species that have an acronymic 
organization associated with their name. 
Ducks Unlimited. Trout Unlimited. The 
Bass Anglers Sportsman Society. Quail 
Unlimited. Wild Sheep Foundation. We 
have their totemic species in relative 
abundance. OK, maybe not quail, but 
they’re working on it.

EXPANDING THE MISSION

One reason these “critter groups” have 
been so effective is because their mission 
has been fairly narrowly focused on the 
species in their names. These groups 
created a positive feedback loop. They 
provided avid sportsmen and sports-
women a club that promised to create 

more opportunity. Those members raised 
PRQH\�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�IXO¿OOHG�WKH�
club’s mission. The more successful the 
organization, the more members it attracts 
and the more work it can do on behalf of 
the species. The creation and replication 
of these critter groups has been one of 
the brightest stars in the history of the 
North American conservation movement.
Interestingly, the most effective of 

WKHVH�VSHFLHV�VSHFL¿F�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�
broadening the scope of their work, not 
narrowing it.
Ducks Unlimited (DU) leaders rightly 

recognized that wetlands are the limiting 
factor for waterfowl, and that by conserv-
ing marshes and waterways all along 
their migration routes, they could create 
conditions for a bumper crop of ducks and 
geese. That’s why it’s accurate to describe 
DU as a water-conservation organization 
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Mountain goats are among the most imperiled  
native big-game species on the continent, yet 
they aren’t backed by a national conservation 
organization like those for elk, ducks or trout.

CONSERVATION

We can credit wildlife organizations 

for many of our conservation successes. 

Now, how can we apply 

that model to additional species 

in need of our attention?

By Andrew McKean
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as much as a waterfowl-conservation 
organization. Pheasants Forever might 
have been born out of a singular focus 
on roosters, but it has since broadened its 
mission to the larger topic of promoting 
conservation practices in modern farming 
methods to the degree that it can now be 
called a grasslands organization as much 
as an upland-bird club.
Similarly, the RMEF can be consid-

ered a Western landscapes conservation 
group just as much as it is an elk orga-
nization. The Mule Deer Foundation 
is interested in improving habitat for 
the wide spectrum of sagebrush and 
mountain-foothills communities as 
much as its namesake species.

All these organizations have ampli-
¿HG�WKH�VXSSRUW�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�RI�WKHLU�
members by tapping into federal and 
state-agency funds and personnel to 
conserve entire landscapes, rather than 
property-sized projects.

THE LEFT-BEHIND SPECIES

Given the outsized success of this non-
governmental conservation movement, 
it’s natural to ask: What about species 
that don’t have an advocacy group 
behind them? Are they somehow less 
worthy of our attention and support?
I’m thinking of our prairie grouse 

species—sharptails, sage grouse and 
prairie chickens—that were here long 
before shotgun hunters, but whose popu-
lations are either in trouble or could 
use a boost. I’m thinking of mountain 
goats, a trophy big-game species whose 
high-mountain alpine habitat is shrink-
ing by the year as our climate warms. 
I’m thinking of moose, whose popula-
tions from the Northeast to the Rocky 
Mountains are suffering from disease, 
tick-loads and habitat loss. Maybe we 
can’t hunt it, but I’m also thinking of 
WKH�PRQDUFK�EXWWHUÀ\��ZKRVH�SRSXOD-
tions are in a free-fall, but which are 
an indicator species for a tapestry of 
ÀRZHUHG�KDELWDWV�WKDW�RXU�JDPH�ELUGV�
and deer depend on.

And I’m thinking of the pronghorn, 
one of the most iconic native species of 
the Western plains. Pronghorn popula-
tions are steady, but surely they could 
EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�VDPH�SURPRWLRQ�DQG�
advocacy that elk and mule deer receive 
from their namesake organizations.
Why is there no Pronghorns Unlimited? 

Or Moose Forever? Or Monarchs Matter?

To be clear, there is a conservation 
group for mountain goats. It’s called the 
Rocky Mountain Goat Alliance, and it 
does great work on behalf of mountain 
goats. But there are few opportunities 
to attend a fundraising banquet or to get 
LQYROYHG�LQ�¿HOG�SURMHFWV�WKDW�EHQH¿W�RQH�
of the most imperiled native big-game 
species on the continent. Same with the 
North American Grouse Partnership. 
This is an organization that advocates for 
all 12 species of grouse and their habi-
tats across the continent, yet how many 
grouse hunters have heard of the group, 
let alone joined it? And the conservation 
practices promoted by Pheasants Forever 
GR�EHQH¿W�SUDLULH�JURXVH�VSHFLHV²DV�ZHOO�
DV�SROOLQDWRU�VSHFLHV�OLNH�EXWWHUÀLHV²EXW�
there’s no denying that it’s roosters that 
dominate that organization’s priorities.

*LYHQ�WKH�¿QLWH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�WLPH��
money and attention we have, it’s unlikely 
that we’ll create a new conservation or-
ganization with the scale, resources and 
LQÀXHQFH�WR�UHYLYH�VDJH�JURXVH�RU�PRRVH�
populations. But those of us who cherish 
sharptailed grouse, or Hungarian par-
tridge, or dusky grouse, or Shiras moose, 
or even mountain lions, and who want 
to ensure that we manage those species 
so we have a huntable surplus, need to 

make sure that existing groups include 
these species in their missions.
If it’s living up to its promise as a 

Western landscape organization, then 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s 
habitat work should include improv-
ing conditions for moose. The Mule 
Deer Foundation should make sure 
SURMHFWV� WKDW�EHQH¿W�PXOH�GHHU�DOVR�
boost pronghorn and grouse habitat.

All this raises the question: is broader 
better? There’s something to be said 
for the singular focus on an indicator 
species, which is why I want to pitch 
the idea of Cottontails Forever. Start a 
chapter in your town. Commission a 
IXQGUDLVLQJ�SULQW��5DIÀH�D�����ULÀH��$V�
long as we have healthy rabbit popula-
WLRQV��DQG�\RXQJ�KXQWHUV�WR�OHDUQ�¿HOG�
VNLOOV�ZLWK�D�����ULÀH�RU�D������VKRWJXQ�
in hand and maybe a beagle on a leash, 
then we’ll also have healthy whitetail 
populations. And hunters to chase and 
cherish species up the experiential ladder.

This is the real value of our critter 
clubs: they create support systems and 
advocate for the wider world of wildlife. 
As long as citizens support hook-and-
bullet conservation, our water will be 
cleaner, our forests healthier and our 
human communities stronger. 
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Elsmere, Neb., was the center of the turkey 
hunting universe for the author and nine 
friends for a few days last spring.

THE  OF

Turkeys, tents and tribulation in the Sandhills of Nebraska
By John Taranto



While a wall tent is most often thought 
of as the wilderness domain of the big-
JDPH�KXQWHU��LW�PDNHV�D�¿QH�VKHOWHU�IRU�
the spring turkey hunter, too. It was 
in just such a wall tent, nestled in an 
island of oaks and cedars in a sea of 
VSUDZOLQJ�DJ�¿HOGV��ZKHUH�P\�IULHQGV�
and I convened for the sixth week of 
Nebraska’s 2022 spring turkey season. 
Despite the late stage of the season, 

KRSHV�ZHUH�KLJK�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�¿OO�DW�
least a few of the tags we were allotted, 
especially after two of the guys punched 
tags before the tent was even erected. 
For what Elsmere lacks in viable com-
merce, it more than makes up for in 
numbers of turkeys.

SLOW START

7KH�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�RI�P\�KXQW�IRXQG�PH�
LQ�D�JURXQG�EOLQG�VHW�RQ�D�ÀDW�RYHUORRN-
ing the Dismal River, about an hour’s 
drive south of Elsmere. Within minutes 
of entering the blind and unzipping the 
windows, I spied a lone hen following 
the course of the meandering stream 
below me. I was bolstered by the pros-
pect of working gobblers cruising the 
river bottom, but that hen turned out to 
be the only turkey I saw all morning. 
Occasionally, I’d answer a distant gobble 
with a few friendly yelps, but none ever 
resulted in a cooperative longbeard. 

T
here isn’t much in or around 
the town of Elsmere, Neb. In 
fact, the nearest place where a 
turkey hunter might get a few 

stitches after taking a chunk out of a 
¿QJHU� ZKLOH� FOHDQLQJ� D� JREEOHU� LV�
Ainsworth (pop. 1,655), approximately 
40 lonely miles to the northeast. I know 
this from experience, but we’ll get to 
that part of the story in a bit.
Indeed, as far as I can tell, the only 

business currently in operation with 
an Elsmere address is Goose Creek 
2XW¿WWHUV��UXQ�E\�6FRWW�)LQN�DQG�KLV�
wife LaCaylla. And it was on their land, 
ZKLFK��UHPDUNDEO\��KDV�EHHQ�LQ�6FRWW¶V�
family since his great grandfather home-
steaded there in 1904, where a group of 
friends and I set up a wall tent turkey 
camp last May.

AN AMERICAN ICON

The canvas wall tent is perhaps the most 
iconic and indelible symbol of wilder-
ness hunting and adventure. From the 
Rockies to the Adirondacks, the sight of 
a glowing, ochre-colored tent, a ribbon 
of wood smoke curling from a stove-
pipe rising from one corner, instantly 
evokes a sense of warmth, security and 
camaraderie in those of us who live the 
most rewarding hours of our lives in 
the outdoors.
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The crew enjoyed good grub and 
lots of laughs at one another’s  
expense inside the walls of  
this spacious canvas tent.



Later in the day, I sat with Matt 
Church, a close friend of the Finks, on 
a steep bluff overlooking an oxbow of the 
Dismal. It wasn’t long before a gobbler 
alerted us to his presence in the bottom. 
After scanning with our binos, Church 
¿QDOO\�VSRWWHG�KLP�VWUXWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZURQJ�
side of a barbwire fence. 

Undeterred, we picked our way down 
the bluff and set up against a cottonwood 
tree. We called and the gobbler answered 
for the better part of half an hour, but no 
amount of pleading would convince the 
bird to cross the fence. Once he moved 
RQ�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�FRQ¿GHQW�ZH�FRXOG�H[-
¿O�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWKRXW�KLP�VHHLQJ�XV��ZH�
called it a day and headed back to camp. 
There, some of the more successful mem-
bers of our contingent regaled us with 
tales of hard-won birds over a dinner of 
tomahawk chops and glasses of whiskey.

GOBBLER GEAR
The gun, load and glass I used in Nebraska

AMMO: Prior to a couple years ago, I never imagined I’d kill 
a mature tom turkey with No. 9 shot, but we are now living 
in the Age of Tungsten, when loads like Hevi-Shot’s Hevi-18 

Turkey make such feats possible. Granted, my bird didn’t 
offer an opportunity at long-range testing, but it didn’t flop 
much either. The product’s name is in reference 
to the density of the pellets 
(18 grams per cubic 
centimeter), which are 48 
percent denser than lead. 
This translates to a higher 
pellet count and greater 
lethality compared to 
lead. ($91.99/5 rounds; 

SHOTGUN: If the length of the name of the Benelli Super 

Black Eagle 3 Turkey Performance Shop shotgun doesn’t stop 
you in your tracks, the price very well might. But before you 
dismiss a $3,000-plus turkey shotgun as overpriced, realize 
that this might be the ultimate turkey shotgun. For starters, it 
comes fully cloaked in Mossy Oak Bottomland and is adorned 
with an oversized bolt handle, oversized bolt-release button 
and the company’s SteadyGrip pistol grip. It features Benelli’s 
inertia system, which handles heavy turkey loads with aplomb. 
The barrel and a full complement of chokes are cryogenically 
treated to improve pattern density and uniformity. And each 
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Wherever grown men gather in a circle, 
the odds are high that there’s either 
a dead animal or a grill at the center.

When in Nebraska, eat as Nebraskans 
do … or as Nebraska’s cattle ranchers 
would prefer that you do, anyway.



BINOCULAR: 

turkeys in the 
great wide open 

up a tom strutting across a pasture 
several hundred yards distant, or to 
help pick apart dense brush is search 
of turkey movement, it’s hard to beat 
the good old 8x42 configuration. Many 
turkey hunters opt for a compact bino 
anymore to save a few ounces, but 
in doing so they typically sacrifice 
objective diameter, magnification 
power or both. However, Maven’s B1.2 
offers all the benefits of an 8x42 in a 
5.7-inch frame that weighs less than 2 
pounds. ($950; mavenbuilt.com)
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If you’re on the hunt for a knife
that combines impeccable 

craftsmanship with a sense of 
wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade

is the trophy you’re looking for.

The blade is full tang, meaning 
it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip 
for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical 
steel, famed for its sharpness and 
its resistance to corrosion.

The handle is made from genuine 
natural bone, and features 

you to respect and connect with the natural world. 

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high 
price tag out in the marketplace. In fact, we found 
full tang, stainless steel blades with bone handles 
in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it around 
here. We have mastered the hunt for the best deal, 
and in turn pass the spoils on to our customers. 

But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, 
we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power compact 
binoculars and a genuine leather sheath FREE when 
you purchase the Huntsman Blade.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the 
knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the 
impeccable craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a 
complete refund of the item price. 

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last long. 
We have only 1120 Huntsman Blades for this ad 
only. Don’t let this beauty slip through your fingers. 
Call today!

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK���-01�

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 

listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. Rating of A+

Bad to the Bone

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of
Huntsman Blade

Huntsman Blade  $249*

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: HUK���-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

• 12" overall length;����ΤΜ̶�
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“The feel of this 
knife is unbelievable...

this is an incredibly 
fine instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 

bone handle —now ONLY $79!
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THINGS GET WESTERN

A combination of said whiskey and 
forecasted rain prompted us to sleep in 
a bit on day two and enjoy a leisurely 
breakfast before heading out. It was still 
overcast and drizzly when I hopped in 
Fink’s truck to head to a piece of leased 
ground—a nearby ranch—where he’d 
recently been seeing a fair amount of 
turkey activity.

7KH�¿UVW�VSRW�ZH�FKHFNHG�ZDV�D�FDWWOH�
pasture separated from the gravel county 
road by a windbreak of conifers. As the 
truck crawled past an opening in the 
break, we could see several turkeys on 
WKH�IDU�VLGH�RI�WKH�¿HOG��URXJKO\�����
yards away. Using the windbreak to 
screen my movement, I hopped out of 
the truck, grabbed my gun and a hen 
decoy and crawled through a thick tangle 
RI�EUDQFKHV�XQWLO�,�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�ÀRFN�
of turkeys. Among their ranks were at 
least two good strutters. 
I waited until the birds disappeared 

EHKLQG�D�ULVH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�EHIRUH�HDVLQJ�
up to the barbwire fence and staking the 
deke at the edge of the pasture. Fink, 
Church and my buddy JJ had backtracked 
to the far end of the break to watch what 
would unfold … which ended up be-
ing not much. The gobblers, apparently 
FRQWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�PDNHXS�RI�WKHLU�ÀRFN��

KDUGO\�ORRNHG�P\�ZD\��$IWHU����PLQXWHV�
or so, the birds disappeared into the trees 
RQ�WKH�IDU�VLGH�RI�WKH�¿HOG��2FFDVLRQDOO\��
one or two would pop out, but it was 
always hens. The toms had moved on 
WKURXJK�WKH�WUHHV�WR�DQ�DGMDFHQW�¿HOG�
When I heard Fink’s tires on the gravel 

behind me, I gathered my things and 
crawled back out to the road. We weren’t 
far from the driveway that led to the barn 
and other ranch buildings. People were 
operating tractors and skid-steers there, 
VR�ZH�¿JXUHG�LW¶G�EH�VDIH�WR�GULYH�XS�D�
lane that had been cut from the driveway 
into the stand of trees that separated the 
¿HOG�ZKHUH�WKH�WXUNH\V�KDG�EHHQ�DQG�
the one we thought they had moved to. 

After a hundred yards or so, Fink put 
the truck in park, and he and I slid out 
of the front seats. He carried a tail fan 
in front of him as he moved slowly up 
the lane. I followed closely behind. We 
ZHUH�DERXW����\DUGV�IURP�D�FDWWOH�UXQ�WKDW�
FRQQHFWHG�WKH�WZR�¿HOGV�ZKHQ�D�WXUNH\�
DSSHDUHG�IURP�WKH�VHFRQG�¿HOG��KHDGLQJ�

EDFN�WR�WKH�¿UVW��,W�ZDV�FOHDU�WKLV�ZDV�D�
big tom, and when he cleared the brush 
on the far side of the run, I raced up 
to one of the panels that comprised the 
FKXWH��7KH�ELUG�ZDV����\DUGV�RXW�LQWR�WKH�
¿HOG�ZKHQ�,�FRYHUHG�WKH�EDFN�RI�KLV�KHDG�
with my red dot. The hunt didn’t exactly 
play out like you see on TV, but a dead 
gobbler is a dead gobbler all the same.

AMATEUR HOUR

With a second tag burning a hole in 
my pocket, the plan was to go back to 
camp, get my bird on ice, maybe grab 
a quick lunch and then head back out. 
Unfortunately, the only other blood I 
would draw that day would be my own.
In my haste to clean my bird and get 

back to hunting, I committed a cardinal 
sin of knife handling and pulled the blade 
back toward my off hand when separat-
ing the breast meat from the sternum. 
I managed to slice from the pad of my 
PLGGOH�¿QJHU�DURXQG�WR� WKH�QDLO�EHG��
with a slight dogleg in the incision just 
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A cattle panel makes a better 
gun rest than a background 
for a turkey grip-and-grin.

The  author’s tom sported a  
1 1/8-inch spur on one leg and 

a 3/4-inch nub on the other. 
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WR�PDNH�WKLQJV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��2QFH�,�JRW�LW�
WR�VWRS�EOHHGLQJ�ORQJ�HQRXJK�WR�H[DPLQH�
WKH�ZRXQG��LW�ZDV�DJUHHG�XSRQ�E\�DOO�LQ�
DWWHQGDQFH�WKDW�LW�OLNHO\�ZRXOGQ¶W�KHDO�
FRUUHFWO\�ZLWKRXW�VWLWFKHV�
,I�RXU� WHQW�KDG�EHHQ�VWDNHG�RXW�DW�

�������IHHW��PLOHV�GHHS�LQWR�D�YDVW�:HVWHUQ�
ZLOGHUQHVV��WKHUH¶V�D�VWURQJ�OLNHOLKRRG�
WKDW�,�ZRXOG�EH�W\SLQJ�WKLV�VWRU\�ZLWK�D�
GHIRUPHG�OHIW�PLGGOH�¿QJHU��+RZHYHU��
DOWKRXJK�(OVPHUH�PD\�IHHO�OLNH�LW¶V�LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�QRZKHUH��LW¶V�MXVW����PLOHV�
IURP�WKH�$LQVZRUWK�)DPLO\�&OLQLF��
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T
he words are simple and bold: 
“Dedicated to the conservation 
of the wild turkey and the pres-
ervation of our hunting heri-

tage.” We could also say they’re timeless. 
The words that make up the National 
Wild Turkey Federation’s mission state-
ment have guided the organization from 
its earliest days and continue to steer it 
half a century later as leaders and vol-
unteers look toward a challenging, yet 
exciting, future. To be sure, it’s a future 
with a lot of promise.
When the organization was founded in 

1973, there were an estimated 1.3 million 
wild turkeys in North America. Many 

populations had been extirpated from 
their traditional forested ranges of the 
1800s as a growing nation cut timber 
for farms and killed the birds for food 
and market. Today, through coordination 
with state and federal wildlife agency 
partners, combined with volunteer and 
corporate support, the National Wild 
Turkey Federation (NWTF) has helped 
boost the population to more than 7 mil-
OLRQ�ELUGV�LQ�RXU�QDWLRQ¶V�¿HOGV�DQG�IRUHVWV��
Huntable populations can be found in all 
48 contiguous states, as well as Hawaii 
and parts of Canada and Mexico. 

At the same time, the NWTF’s com-
mitment to hunters has never wavered. 

While there have long been plenty of 
sporting groups that served hunters in 
various capacities, at the time of the 
NWTF’s founding there were no national 
conservation organizations that so boldly 
pronounced the objective of supporting 
the growth of hunters and hunting oppor-
tunity like the NWTF, which put it in its 
mission statement. That was revolutionary 
for its time. Back then, and even now, 
some organizations soft-sell their support 
of hunting to walk the tightrope between 
sportsman and wildlife watcher, hoping 
to draw funds from both camps. 

The NWTF’s early leadership, made 
up largely of diehard turkey hunters 
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Guardians of the

A driving force behind wild turkey conservation since 1973, 

the National Wild Turkey Federation 

has kept both bird and hunter at 

the forefront of its mission.
By Doug Howlett
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before there were really a whole lot of 
turkey hunters anywhere, recognized it 
was going to be likeminded people—
those passionate about hearing a gobble 
on a spring morning and trying to call 
a bird in close—who would work the 
hardest to help grow turkey populations. 
Indeed, it has been these very hunt-
ers who have made up the ranks of the 
organization’s most ardent supporters 
throughout its history, fueling the state 
and local fundraising efforts so critical 
to a national organization.

The NWTF grew from a mere 1,300 
members in 1973 and migrated its head-
quarters from Fredericksburg, Va., to 

LWV�SUHVHQW�GD\� ORFDWLRQ�LQ�(GJH¿HOG��
S.C., courtesy of some coordination by 
the late, longtime South Carolina sena-
tor Strom Thurmond, who hailed from 
(GJH¿HOG��$ORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�
more game departments bolstering their 
state’s turkey populations, turkey hunt-
ing enjoyed a surge in participation, and 
with it came more interest in supporting 
the one organization dedicated to the 
sport. The 1990s saw an upswell of new 
hunters join the turkey hunting ranks.

$V�GHHU�DQG�ZDWHUIRZO�KXQWHUV�ZHQW�
D¿HOG�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�VHH�WXUNH\V��D�³QHZ´�
hunting opportunity—especially one that 
could primarily be enjoyed in the spring 

when other seasons were closed—was 
too good to resist. For these hunters 
eager to learn, the NWTF provided the 
resources, information and network to 
fast-track their wild turkey education. 
These included a magazine, Turkey Call, 
dedicated to the sport; an annual national 
convention that boasted hundreds of 
exhibitors selling everything from tur-
NH\�FDOOV�WR�FDPRXÀDJH�DQG�RIIHULQJ�
seminars on how to hunt the birds; and 
DW�WKH�WLPH��WKH�¿UVW�WHOHYLVLRQ�SURJUDP�
dedicated to showcasing the turkey hunt-
ing heritage in Turkey Call TV. From the 
start, NWTF fed the minds of legions 
of new devotees.
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With huntable populations of wild turkeys now 
in 49 states and parts of Canada and Mexico, 
it’d be easy for the NWTF to rest on its laurels. 
Instead, the group views the next 50 years as 

just as critical as the last 50.



BRAVE NEW WORLD

As interest in turkey hunting and the 
NWTF exploded, an entire industry 
sprang up around the sport. Early-day tur-
key hunters were left to roam the woods 
sporting brown canvas Duxbak coats and 
pants, using homemade mouth calls or 
crudely crafted box or slate calls, and 
shooting No. 4 buckshot or high-brass 
No. 6s more suitable for squirrels, rab-
bits and pheasants (don’t get me wrong, 
those hunters tagged plenty of turkeys 
RXW¿WWHG�OLNH�WKDW���7KH�WXUNH\�KXQWHUV�
of the 1990s and 2000s, however, were 
gifted a world of hunting innovation. 
Federal Ammunition, which cel-

ebrated its 100th anniversary last year, 
Winchester and Remington began to 
develop specialized loads with premium 
ballistic performance just for turkey hunt-
ing. Today the offerings from these and 
other ammo makers is mind-boggling. 
In addition to ammunition, innovation in 
shotgun design—shorter barrels, pistol-
JULS�VWRFNV��FDPR�¿QLVKHV��WLJKWHU�FKRNHV��
adjustable sights and compatibility with 
mounted optics—saw a host of turkey-
VSHFL¿F�VFDWWHUJXQV�OLQH�WKH�UDFNV�RI�
gun shops as every spring approached.

7KH�KXQWHU�FDPRXÀDJH�UHYROXWLRQ�
led by the then-new brands Trebark, 

Realtree and Mossy Oak also found 
a ready audience among the growing 
numbers of turkey hunters, who saw an 
advantage to blending in with their sur-
roundings better. And, of course, almost 
anyone with an interest in stretching a 
latex reed over an aluminum frame or 
crafting a better friction call was opening 
shop as a call maker. 
It was at this time that companies like 

Lynch Calls and Perfection Turkey Calls 
(two of the earliest mass-production call 
PDNHUV��HQMR\HG�DQ�H[SDQGLQJ�FXVWRPHU�
base, and brands like Lohman, Primos, 
Knight & Hale, Hunter Specialties, MAD 
Calls, Quaker Boy and many others 
were born and became household names. 
Many of these companies continue to 
ÀRXULVK�HYHQ�DV�WKH�PDUNHW�KDV�EHFRPH�
increasingly crowded by countless cus-
tom offerings.
Guns, ammo, camo and calls were 

just the essentials of the hunt. Decoys, 
seats, seat cushions, turkey vests, turkey 
packs, boots, blinds, call carriers, ratchet 
cutters and a plethora of other products 
designed to make a turkey hunter’s day 
D¿HOG�PRUH�VXFFHVVIXO�KDYH�FRPH�DQG�
JRQH��7KH�WUXO\�XVHIXO�RQHV�VWLOO�¿QG�IDYRU�
among the camo-clad masses, and new 
product development hasn’t stopped.

Through it all, the NWTF was of-
ten consulted or its name and endorse-
ment sought to help move product. In 
turn, these companies quickly became 
some of the most ardent supporters of 
the organization, donating product and 
RIIHULQJ�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�WR�KHOS�IXQ-
draising efforts. Many of these efforts 
continue today.

50 AND FORWARD

It was on a very un-springlike morning 
that the NWTF’s Pete Muller and I waded 
across a shallow creek in the dark and 
started working our way to a powerline 
where he had heard some birds while 
scouting the day before. Pete is com-
munications director for the organization, 
but he’s built more like a lumberjack 
DQG�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�WKH�¿WQHVV�RI�RQH��
We had walked a steady 300 yards and 
every step of it had been uphill.

³,�WKRXJKW�2KLR�ZDV�ÀDW�´�,�JDVSHG�
between deep breaths of air. “No one 
WROG�PH�DERXW�WKLV�SDUW�´
,W� ZDV� P\� ¿UVW� WLPH� KXQWLQJ� WKH�

Buckeye State, and we were in the south-
east near Beaver, where Appalachia ap-
parently spills well across the borders. We 
were hunting with NWTF supporter and 
call maker Bob Fulcher, who had worked 
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Thanks in part to ambitious trap-and-
transfer efforts, North America’s wild turkey 

population has grown more than five-fold 
since the NWTF’s founding in 1973. 



out arrangements for us to stay in the 
ORGJLQJ�DW�:KLWHWDLOV�2QO\�2XW¿WWLQJ��,W�
was the perfect base of operations; since 
WKH�SODFH�ZDV�³ZKLWHWDLOV�RQO\�´�ZH�KDG�
the camp to ourselves in late April. I rev-
eled in some of the most turkey-looking 
country I’ve ever hunted: huge ridges of 
oak framed by creek bottoms and dot-
ted with grassy pastures for gobblers to 
strut and bug. 

The mid-spring cold spell that hit 
the area about the same time my rented 
Hyundai showed up made the turkey 
hunting tough, though not for everyone. 
JJ Reich, who works for Federal and was 
touting the company’s 100 years of in-
novation, was there to let us put some of 
the ammo maker’s newest turkey loads 
to use. Instead, he showed us how well 
WKH\�ZRUNHG�DV�KH�GUHZ�¿UVW��DQG�ZKDW�
would be the only, blood of the hunt 
ZLWK�D�QLFH�JREEOHU�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�

That said, we had a couple of close 
calls in our three days of hunting, but 
WKH�ELUGV�DOZD\V�VHHPHG�WR�VSRW�XV�¿UVW�
or go silent. Sign was everywhere. We 
spooked a pair of longbeards from a 
pasture. We worked a couple of gobblers 

our direction before con-
¿UPLQJ�WKH\�ZHUH� MDNHV��
The locals we ran into all 
had stories of turkeys heard 
from their homes. Some 
even offered to let us hunt 
their properties.

But there’s always a sil-
ver lining to a slow hunt, 
and that is often more time 
to visit with the people 
sharing camp. For me, a 
former NWTF employee 
who served as managing 
editor and then editor of 
Turkey Call magazine 
from 1998 to 2004, and 
Pete, representing the new 
guard, it was a chance to 
share stories. I also learned 
more about how the orga-
nization has changed since 
,�OHIW�(GJH¿HOG�DOPRVW����
years ago. 

Although the NWTF has 
obviously evolved, its core 
values have remained the 
same. Consider the bold 
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ALWAYS READY. 
When you’re safely making your way to a new spot before dawn, tying 

bait when the dark clouds roll in and hauling all the day’s fish and gear 

back home after dark, Streamlight’s innovative and rugged lighting 

tools prepare you for great adventures on the water and beyond.

As turkeys and hunters’ pursuit of 
them continue to evolve, so do the 

NWTF’s efforts to better understand 
the birds through research.



DGGUHVV�WKH�QHHGV�RI�KHDOWKLHU�ZLOG�WXU-
NH\�SRSXODWLRQV��7KURXJKRXW�LWV����\HDU�
KLVWRU\��WKH�1:7)�KDV�GHGLFDWHG�PRUH�
WKDQ����PLOOLRQ�WR�ZLOG�WXUNH\�UHVHDUFK�
0HDQZKLOH��WKHUH¶V�DOVR�QR�VKRUWDJH�

RI�LVVXHV�IDFLQJ�KXQWHUV²WKDW�RWKHU�SDUW�
RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�PLVVLRQ��,Q�IDFW��
KHOSLQJ�KXQWHUV�OHG�WR� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�EROGHVW�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�
GDWH��)DFHG�ZLWK�PDWXULQJ�RU�XQKHDOWK\�
IRUHVWV��VKULQNLQJ�KXQWHU�QXPEHUV�DQG�
ZKDW�VRPH�EHOLHYH�WR�EH�WKH�WRS�LVVXH�
IDFLQJ�KXQWHUV�WRGD\��DFFHVV�WR�KXQWLQJ�
ODQG��WKH�1:7)� ODXQFKHG�WKH�³6DYH�
WKH�+DELWDW��6DYH�WKH�+XQW�´�LQLWLDWLYH��

7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQQRXQFHG� LW� LQ�
$XJXVW������ZLWK�D����\HDU�JRDO�RI�
FRQVHUYLQJ�RU�HQKDQFLQJ���PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�
RI�FULWLFDO�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW��UHFUXLWLQJ�
RU�UHWDLQLQJ�����PLOOLRQ�QHZ�RU�ODSVHG�
KXQWHUV��DQG�RSHQLQJ�DFFHVV�WR���������
DFUHV�IRU�KXQWLQJ�DQG�RXWGRRU�UHFUHDWLRQ�

+RZ¶G�WKH�1:7)�GR�LQ�PHHWLQJ�LWV�
JRDO"�,Q�H[SHFWHG�IDVKLRQ��WKH�JURXS�
RYHUVKRW�LW��6LQFH�������WKH�1:7)�KDV�
FRQVHUYHG�RU�HQKDQFHG�����������DFUHV�
RI�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW��UHFUXLWHG�RU�UHWDLQHG�
����������QHZ�RU�ODSVHG�KXQWHUV��D�QXP-

WR�DOO�VXLWDEOH�KDELWDW��:KLOH�LW¶V�FOHDUO\�
GHEDWDEOH�ZKHWKHU�HYHU\�VTXDUH�PLOH�RI�
VXLWDEOH�KDELWDW�KDV�WXUNH\V��WKH�FRPPRQ�
SHUFHSWLRQ�DPRQJ�PDQ\�VSRUWVPHQ�VHH-
LQJ�KXQWDEOH�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ����VWDWHV�LV�
³PLVVLRQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�´�1RZ�ZKDW"
,¶YH� KHDUG� VRPH� KXQWHUV� H[SUHVV�

WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�QR� ORQJHU�KDV�D�
PLVVLRQ��%XW�DV�1:7)�&R�&(2�-DVRQ�
%XUFNKDOWHU�QRWHV��QRWKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�
IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK�

³,Q�PDQ\�DUHDV�WKHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�
ELUGV��EXW�LQ�VRPH�SRFNHWV��WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�
D�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�ELUGV�DUHQ¶W�
GRLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH��RU�¿QG�
RXW�ZKDW�LV�KLQGHULQJ�EHWWHU�SRSXODWLRQ�
JURZWK�DQG�KHDOWK�´�VD\V�%XUFNKDOWHU��
³7XUNH\�SRSXODWLRQV��OLNH�DQ\�VSHFLHV��
DUH�G\QDPLF�DQG�DOZD\V�FKDQJLQJ�VR�
WKHUH¶V�VWLOO�SOHQW\�RI�QHHG�WR�IXQG�DGGL-
WLRQDO�ZLOG�WXUNH\�UHVHDUFK�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
KRZ�WR� LPSURYH�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�WKRVH�
DUHDV�ZKHUH�WKH\�PD\�QRW�EH�GRLQJ�DV�
ZHOO�DV�LQ�RWKHUV�´

7KDW�ZDV�D�ELJ�UHDVRQ�ZK\�ODVW�VXP-
PHU�WKH�1:7)�DQQRXQFHG�LW�ZDV�SXWWLQJ�
���������LQ�IXQGLQJ�WRZDUG�VHYHQ�QHZ�
UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�LQ�VL[�VWDWHV�GHVLJQHG�WR�

JRDOV�1:7)�OHDGHUVKLS�KDV�VHW�IRU������
WR�FRPPHPRUDWH�WKH�KLVWRULF�PLOHVWRQH��
DFKLHYH���������DGXOW�PHPEHUV��PHPEHU-
VKLS�FXUUHQWO\�LV���������SOXV���UDLVH�KDOI�
D�PLOOLRQ�GROODUV�IRU�ZLOG�WXUNH\�UHVHDUFK��
SRVLWLYHO\�LPSDFW���PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�RI�QDWX-
UDO�ODQGV��GHGLFDWH����PLOOLRQ�WR�HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG�RXWUHDFK�SURJUDPV��UDLVH����PLOOLRQ�
WR�PRGHUQL]H�,7�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�LQYHVW�
LQ�SHRSOH��DQG�UDLVH����PLOOLRQ�WRZDUG�
EXLOGLQJ�D�����PLOOLRQ�HQGRZPHQW��7KDW¶V�
D�ORW�IRU�D�\HDU��EXW�DV�0XOOHU�SRLQWV�RXW��
LW¶V�QRW�DOO�PHDVXUHG�LQ�GROODUV��

7KH�1DWLRQDO�7XUNH\�+XQWLQJ�6DIHW\�
7DVN�)RUFH�ZDV�¿UVW�FRQYHQHG�LQ������
WR�FRPSOHPHQW�KXQWHU�VDIHW\�HIIRUWV�DO-
UHDG\�XQGHUZD\�DQG�WDLORU�WKHP�WR�WKH�
XQLTXH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�WXUNH\�
KXQWLQJ��7KH�1:7)�EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�
VWDWH�DJHQFLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�KXQWHU�VDIHW\�
OHDGHUV�IURP�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�
DV�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+XQWHUV�(GXFDWLRQ�
$VVRFLDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�1DWLRQDO�5LÀH�
$VVRFLDWLRQ��WR�VKDUH�LGHDV�DQG�FRPH�
XS�ZLWK�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��0DQ\�RI�WKH�
VDIHW\�SUDFWLFHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKDW�WDVN�
IRUFH�DUH�VWLOO�IROORZHG�WRGD\��:LWKRXW�
TXHVWLRQ��WKH�HIIRUWV�KDYH�PDGH�WXUNH\�
KXQWLQJ�VDIHU��7KH�WDVN�IRUFH�KDV�PHW�
WKUHH�WLPHV�VLQFH�LWV�LQLWLDO�JDWKHULQJ�
DQG�ZLOO�GR�VR�DJDLQ�LQ������

³7KH�WDVN�IRUFH�ZLOO�EH�FRQYHQLQJ�
DJDLQ�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�LVVXHV�WXUNH\�KXQW-
HUV�IDFH�WRGD\�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�
ZD\V�SHRSOH�DUH�WXUNH\�KXQWLQJ�´�0XOOHU�
VD\V��³3UDFWLFHV�HYROYH�RYHU�WLPH�VR�LW¶V�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�VWD\�XS�RQ�WUHQGV�DQG�NHHS�
DEUHDVW�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�VFLHQWL¿F�¿QGLQJV��
$V�ORQJ�DV�WKH�1:7)�DQG�WKH�LQGXVWU\�
FDQ�ORRN�DW�WKLQJV�IURP�D�VFLHQWL¿F�DQJOH��
ZH�FDQ�UHIRFXV�VDIH�SUDFWLFHV�WR�PHHW�WKH�
QHHGV�RI�WRGD\¶V�KXQWHUV�DQG�NHHS�WKHP�
VDIH�ZLWKRXW�KXUWLQJ�KXQWHU�VXFFHVV�RU�
WXUNH\�SRSXODWLRQV��HLWKHU�´

ALWAYS MORE TO DO

$V�WKLV�LVVXH�ZHQW�WR�SUHVV��WKH�1:7)�
ZDV�HDJHUO\�SXWWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WKH�¿QDO�
GHWDLOV�RI�WKLV�\HDU¶V�QDWLRQDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�
LQ�1DVKYLOOH�LQ�)HEUXDU\��1DWXUDOO\��LW�
ZDV�VKDSLQJ�XS�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�
FHOHEUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�KLVWRU\��
%XW�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW�UHPDLQV�WUXH�LV�JRRG�
ZRUN�LV�DOZD\V�UHZDUGHG�ZLWK�PRUH�ZRUN��
7XUNH\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQW��7KHUH�
LV�DOZD\V�PRUH�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH��
2QH�RI� WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�HDUOLHVW�

JRDOV�ZDV�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�JDPH�DJHQFLHV�
WR�KHOS�UHVWRUH�ZLOG�WXUNH\�SRSXODWLRQV�
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Part of the NWTF’s success has come from 
outreach and education programs like JAKES, 
which is dedicated to fostering appreciation 

for wild turkey conservation in youth.



At the same time, Muller stresses that 
as a greater percentage of our country’s 
population does not hunt, it’s important 
to craft programs that expose these 
people to hunting in a positive light, 
so they at least understand the issues 
and why hunting is important. Without 
effective outreach programs, the sport-
ing community stands to lose at the 
ballot box.
With the changing landscape of turkey 

hunting, and hunting in general, where is 
the NWTF headed in the next 50 years? 
Burckhalter is quick to answer.

“The core mission has not changed 
and will not change,” he says. “Healthy 
wild turkey populations and support-
ing and promoting hunting remain the 
key parts of our mission. We recognize 
that hunters are the backbone of our 
organization. But our messaging has 
and should continue to expand to high-
light some of the additional aspects of 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�SURYLGH�EHQH¿WV�IRU�
all wildlife and for anyone who cares 
about clean water and healthier forests. 
2XU�ZRUN�DFKLHYHV�DOO�WKHVH�EHQH¿WV��
and who can argue with that?” 

and supporting 
our nation’s rich 
hunting heritage is 
never done.”

Muller echoes 
this view.

“This work is 
definitely never 
done,” he says. 
“It’s important to 
not overlook the 
hunting compo-
nent of this argu-
ment. People will 
debate whether 
hunter numbers 
are shrinking or 
not because, at the 

same time hunter numbers seem to be 
dropping, it’s getting harder for people 
WR�¿QG�D�JRRG�SODFH�WR�KXQW��7KDW¶V�D�UHDO�
problem for many hunters or would-be 
hunters regardless of how many make 
up part of the total population.

“With ‘Save the Habitat. Save the 
Hunt.’ we opened more than 700,000 
acres for outdoor recreation,” he con-
tinues. “That has a real impact.” 

EHU�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�)DPLOLHV�$¿HOG�SDUWLFL-
pation, another NWTF program focused 
on creating outdoor opportunities for 
everyone; and opened 700,041 acres of 
land for hunting and recreational access.

“For any organization dealing with 
changing populations and evolving 
landscapes, there’s a danger in say-
ing the work is done,” Burckhalter 
says. “The work for the wild turkey 
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The

here’s no reason to sugar-
coat it: This month stinks for 
most sportsmen. Big-game 
hunting seasons are on hia-

tus. Fish have lockjaw in deep 
holes, conserving their precious 
energy for the warmth and mayfly 
hatches of April. But the reward 
for those hardy souls who venture 
out in the vastness of the West 
this month are empty streams, 
truckless trailheads, and fish and 
mammals that have relaxed their 
prodigious defenses and can be 
as surprised to see you in their 
habitats as you are to catch them 
unawares. There are still plenty 
of coyotes to call to their doom, 
and for those with restless dogs 
and a yen to swing a shotgun on 
fur rather than feathers, rabbits 
abound. So, shake off those cabin 
blues and get out there.

A sampling of the region’s best hunting and 

fishing opportunities this Month
By Andrew McKean
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MARCH RABBITS
Despite the fact that rabbits need a 
better publicist, they’re doing just fine, 
ranking third behind deer and turkeys 
as American hunters’ favorite game to 
chase. That might surprise those of 
you who haven’t hunted cottontails 
since you were a bantam, but rabbits 
occupy brushy habitat in almost every 
Western state. Here are the best spots 
to hunt them this month:
• Canyon Ferry WMA, Montana: Hunt 
the south and east shores of this lake 
for cottontails hiding underneath 
Russian olive and cedar stands.

• John Martin Reservoir SWA, 

Colorado: The Fort Lyon portion of 
this state wildlife area is good for 
bunnies, as are brushy shorelines 
all along the south shore.

• Wasatch Front, Utah: Find sage-
brush in Tooele, Box Elder, Juab and 
Millard counties, and you’ll probably 
find cottontails.

• North Cascades, Washington: 
Cottontails and blackberry brambles 
go hand in hand, and there’s no 
shortage of either in the Arlington, 
Darrington and Sedro-Woolley areas.

HAWAII TURKEYS
It may not be on our map on the 
opposite page, but Hawaii hosts the 
region’s earliest turkey season (the 
opener is March 1), and the Big Island 
is your spot. You’ll find abundant, 
stupid turkeys on the western coast 
from Captain Cook north to Hawi, but 
the very best hunting is inland. Check 
out the volcanic foothills of Manua 
Kea, the dome that presides over this 
tropical—and hunter-friendly—island.

SAC DELTA 

STRIPERS
Get yourself to the public stretches of 
the Sacramento River now to intercept 
bright, feisty striped bass heading 
upriver. Miller Regional Park, Discovery 
Park and Matsui Waterfront will all 
produce good action on line-stripping 
bass this month. Upriver of the metro 
area, hit Colusa Levee Scenic Park 
and Colusa-Sacramento River State 
Recreation Area from mid-March on.

SKWALA 

STONEFLY ACTION
While western Montana’s Bitterroot 
River usually gets the headlines (for 
good reason: It’s the most consistent 
March hatch river in the West), there 
are plenty of other spots to find big 
skwala stoneflies this month. This is 
the first big-bug hatch of the year in 
the West, and trout that have been sip-
ping PMDs and winter midges are ea-
ger and careless in their takes of these 
big, splashy stoneflies. Washington’s 
Yakima River, Oregon’s Owyhee River 
and parts of the Snake River through 
Idaho’s Swan Valley will all produce 
winter trout on skwala imitations the 
size of your thumb. Many junior-varsity 
streams in the region host skwala 
hatches this month. The key is to fish 
rushing, well-oxygenated water lined 
with rocks about the size of a golf ball.

SPRING-CREEK 

TROUT
Hit the region’s abundant spring 
creeks this month, where oxygenated 
water supports abundant insects and 
the trout that feed on them. Here are 
some of the best places to stretch 
out your whisper-thin 7X tippet:
• Paradise Valley, Montana: Book 
a guided trip to the legendary 
Armstrong, Nelson and DePuy spring 
creeks just south of Livingston. Once 
you get your fill (and frustrations) 
of drifting tiny flies to giant trout, 
you’ll be ready to catch buckets of 
whitefish in the Yellowstone River 
just across the highway.

• Spring Creek, Nevada: The name 
of this town south of Elko is no ac-
cident. There is good fishing here in 
March. You can also try McCutcheon 
Creek if the larger stream doesn’t 
give up trout (or, surprisingly, bonus 
channel catfish). 

• North Platte River, Wyoming: OK, 
this isn’t technically a spring creek, 
but this public water sure fishes like 
one. Fish the Grey Reef-to-Lusby sec-
tion for 20-inch trout that are suckers 
for a size-20 Trico or a size-18 PMD.

• Chama River, New Mexico: Similar 
to the North Platte, this big-fish river 
is regulated by a bottom-release 
dam, but it will give up big rainbows 
ahead of the April spawn.

SHED HUNTING
Get a jump on the drop and scour 
winter range for the cast-off antlers 
of deer and elk. Beware seasonal 
restrictions on public land in many 
Western states, but find the earliest 
sheds on a mix of public and private 
land on the BLM flats north of Craig, 
Colo., and on lower-elevation Forest 
Service land around state-managed 
wildlife areas in Oregon, including the 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 
around Enterprise. In Montana, the 
Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge is 
closed to shed hunting, but some of 
the biggest and best bone is collected 
on BLM land adjacent to the refuge.
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M
arch is prime time to scout 
for spring turkeys, and if you 
FDQ¶W� SK\VLFDOO\� EH� D¿HOG�
searching for birds, trail cam-

eras will make a big difference. Trail 
cameras are your eyes and ears in the 
woods; set up properly they’ll reveal a 
lot about turkey behavior, population 
densities, even sounds turkeys make.

THE BENEFITS

March is when a great deal of breeding 
takes place among turkey populations 
throughout the West. Being able to see 
when the turkey rut commences and 
KRZ�LW�SURJUHVVHV�LV�MXVW�RQH�EHQH¿W�RI�
running trail cameras.

Another plus is that trail cams show 
what time of day turkeys are moving, 
when they stop to preen, what new toms 
show up and what predators are in the 
area. I’ve had a number of hunts not 
come together as planned, only to learn 
from trail camera videos that coyotes 
and bobcats were in the area. Predators 
can put turkeys on edge and change their 
daily routines.

As the month progresses, trail cameras 
will make known the number and age 
class of toms in an area. Two springs 
ago, I had 13 trail cameras on a 1-mile 

by 3-mile wooded ridge. I was picking 
up just one lone tom for a solid month 
before the season. I called that tom in 
RQ�RSHQLQJ�PRUQLQJ�DQG�¿OOHG�D�WDJ��
but another tom I’d never seen came in 
with it. I returned in the heat of the day 
to check all my trail cameras and found 
seven new toms had moved into the area 
LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����KRXUV��,�¿OOHG�P\�
two remaining tags on subsequent days.

ROLL CAMERA

I run trail cameras year-round for all 
kinds of wildlife, and I always set them 
on video mode. My camera of choice 
is a Stealth Cam DS4K Ultimate, as it 
records in 4K and performs perfectly 
in a range of extreme conditions. Being 
a former science teacher, I base much 
of my hunting not only on sightings, 
but also the sounds animals make. A 
10-second video clip of a hen walking 
up a trail might seem trivial, but crank 
up the volume to hear her purring and 
offering soft yelps, and gobbling toms 
responding in the distance off camera, 
and you’ll be a believer.
When setting trail cameras for tur-

keys, I like hanging them about a foot 
off the ground and pointing them straight 
down a game trail. If a trail makes a 

turn, hang two cameras on the tree, one 
pointing each direction since turkeys 
sometimes exit trails on the corners. If 
there’s no tree on the edge of a game 
trail, get a rock or a chunk of wood to 
strap the camera to and set it there.
If multiple trails branch off and you 

know turkeys are in the area, run cameras 
on each one, even though they might 
only be a few feet apart. Toms don’t 
always follow hens down a trail, often 
skirting to the side, strutting in silence, 
and multiple cameras will capture this.

The number of toms I get on trail 
camera spitting and drumming every 
year always surprises me. These toms 
might not be in frame, but either a hen 
or jake triggers the camera when a tom 
was within inches of it.

Another reason I like hanging trail 
cameras so low is because they allow a 
close look at a tom’s beard and a closer 
look at its plumage, which helps identify 
it on a hunt. There’s one tom I’ve been 
chasing on a ridge for two seasons. It 
DOZD\V�VKRZV�XS�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�
weeks, then vanishes. This year I’m hop-
ing to outwit the longbeard, as I continue 
expanding the number of cameras I’m 
using and where I set them based on the 
bird’s movement.
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By positioning a trail camera low to the ground, 
pointing down a trail on video mode, you’ll get a 
close look at the beard and feather colorations 
of toms, and the sounds will amaze you.

 
FOR TURKEYS

Take your understanding 

of turkey behavior 

to the next level.

By Scott Haugen



BLANKET COVERAGE

I often saturate horizontal ridgelines with 
trail cameras so I don’t miss anything. 
One spring, I caught a very light plumed 
Rio hen in early March. Two weeks 
later she was nearly 3 miles away on 
another trail camera, likely moving to 
higher ground to nest. Nine weeks later 
she was back at the original spot with 
nine poults. Interestingly, none of the 
toms that were with the hen followed 
her to where she nested. Instead, they 
stayed on the initial ridge, strutting and 
gobbling. I eventually tagged two nice 
toms there.
If predator numbers are high, I’ll 

move my cameras into timber and thick 
cover. I’ve found many toms quietly 
lurking all day in timbered habitat when 
predators are near, rather than going out 
in the open to strut and gobble.
Since I hang trail cameras so low, I 

take a machete and clear the trail, as I 
don’t want ferns, berry vines or other 
foliage blowing in the wind and trig-
gering the camera. I don’t use cellular 
cams for turkeys because I want to be 
in the woods every two to three days, 
checking the cameras. Forcing myself 

WR�KHDG�D¿HOG�DOORZV�SK\VLFDO�VFRXWLQJ�
to be done, and I do a lot of listening 
and learning at that time.
I might check cameras early Monday 

morning, midday on Wednesday and late 
in the afternoon on Friday. As I hear toms 
or see hens in different areas at different 
times of day, I’ll add more cameras or 
move some that aren’t producing.
When spring temperatures heat up, 

setting trail cameras near creeks and 
under shaded trees where turkeys take 
dust baths is wise. Many newly arriving 

toms head to water and shade. I’ll also 
target food sources like grass and clover 
in my hunting areas.

Turkeys don’t always use primary 
deer and elk trails. They’ll walk through 
thick brush, so look for loose feathers 
or scratch marks on the ground and set 
a camera there.
If you’re serious about learning all 

you can relating to turkey behavior, run 
trail cameras. Not only will you receive 
an education, you’ll know exactly where 
to be on opening day. 

CELL LOW
Two cellular trail cams that won’t break the bank

Pity the hunter who rushed out and bought the very first cellular trail cam ever to hit the market. Like all things tech, cell 
cams have exponentially increased in quality and innovation, while decreasing in price, since they were first introduced 

a few years ago. One of the most welcome innovations is multi-network connectivity, which enables a 
camera to operate on either AT&T’s or Verizon’s network (instead of one or the other) depending on 
which carrier’s signal is strongest where the cam is hung.

Two such cams that I’ve been running for the past year are the SpyPoint Flex and the Moultrie Edge, 
both of which are operated by excellent, intuitive, feature-rich phone apps. Each has a wide range of 
plan options, but both represent excellent value for the digital turkey scouter.

SPYPOINT FLEX

If there’s one knock on this camera, it’s that its 0.3-second trigger speed is too fast. Critters often trip the 
trigger before the whole of their body is within frame. You can accommodate for this by increasing the 
frequency at which the camera snaps photos, ensuring that a second shot is captured before the animal 
moves away, but that also means you’ll be swapping batteries more often than if you set the delay to, say, 
5 minutes. Otherwise, this is a very solid cellular camera, with a 100-foot flash and detection range, that 
produces high-quality 33 MP images and videos up to 1080p resolution. ($109.99; spypoint.com)

MOULTRIE EDGE

Moultrie has been in the cellular trail cam game for several years, and that experience has enabled them 
to learn a lot about their products’ capabilities and to better understand their customers’ desires. The 
Edge cam boasts built-in memory (no SD card required), an 80-foot detection range and a 0.85-second 
trigger speed, which results in more animals being centered in frame. Photos are 33 MP, like the Flex, but 
video resolution is just 720p. ($99.99; moultriefeeders.com) —John Taranto

MOULTRIE EDGE

SPYPOINT FLEX
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By the time opening day rolls 
around, you should have multiple 
toms located, and trail cameras  

will help you do just that.
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HOW-TO

Answers to 10 of the most common questions 
asked by newcomers to the sport

Story and Photos by Scott Haugen



L
ast spring, I mentored a vet-
eran waterfowl hunter in the 
turkey woods whose waterfowl 
wisdom is vast and surpasses 

P\�RZQ��,�¿JXUHG�WXUNH\�KXQWLQJ�ZRXOG�
be a cinch for him, but when he started 
DVNLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�KLV�¿UVW�WXUNH\�
hunt, they opened my eyes.

This is my 37th year of turkey hunt-
ing. I’ve delivered seminars around the 
country on turkey hunting the West, 
wrote a book on the subject and have 
called in countless toms over the de-
cades, both when hunting and photo-
graphing them. If you’re new to turkey 
hunting, these are my answers to the 10 
most frequently asked questions I hear 
from novice gobbler chasers.

1

WHAT SHOTGUN DO I NEED?

The most common questions I get are on 
shotguns and loads, usually in the form 
of, “Will the shotgun I have work?” My 
answer is always, “If you can shoot it ac-
FXUDWHO\�DQG�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH��LW¶OO�ZRUN�´

Turkey guns, chokes and loads have 
greatly advanced in recent years, but 
don’t feel that you have to spend a for-
tune to hunt turkeys. Two seasons ago 
,�EURNH�RXW�P\�YHU\�¿UVW�VKRWJXQ�IURP�
the 1970s, an old pump-action 20-gauge 
,�VKRW�P\�¿UVW�GXFNV�DQG�XSODQG�ELUGV�
with. I called a tom into 15 yards and 
killed the bird with it.

My father-in-law loved my story 
DQG�JDYH�PH�KLV�¿UVW�VKRWJXQ��RQH�KH�
bought for $37 in the early 1950s. It 

was a single-shot that was rusty and 
had a broken stock, but patterned well. 
I shot a nice tom at 12 yards with it. 
7KH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��,�¿OOHG�P\�ODVW�WDJ�
using a .410 that’d been in my family for 
generations. That shot came at 9 yards.

By using calls, a decoy and even a 
ground blind, you can get toms close 
enough to shoot with any shotgun. Make 
sure you pattern the gun and know your 
effective range before the hunt, though. 

A payload of No. 6 lead shot through 
D�PRGL¿HG�RU�IXOO�FKRNH�LV�JRRG��DV�\RX�
want a dense pattern for a turkey’s small 
head. I suggest trying both in your gun 
to see which offers the best pattern with 
the load you’ll be shooting. If you want 
to pull a tom in close for a shot, a full 
choke can throw a very tight pattern, 
and I’ve seen many people miss because 
RI�WKLV��VR�D�PRGL¿HG�FKRNH�FRXOG�EH�D�
better choice.

2

SHOULD I USE A DECOY?

'HFR\V�DUHQ¶W�QHFHVVDU\�WR�¿OO�D�WXUNH\�
tag, but they’re nice to have. A decoy 
captures the attention of approaching 
toms, taking their focus off you. Also, a 
GHFR\�FDQ�EH�SODFHG�DW�D�VSHFL¿F�GLVWDQFH�
so you know the exact range at which 
your shot will come.

A hen decoy is all you need. When 
bowhunting, I like placing a hen decoy 5 
yards from my blind. When hunting with 
a shotgun, 20 yards is good, but you can 
position it closer or farther depending 
on how your gun patterns.
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Turkey hunting can be difficult  
to master. Some knowledge can  
be learned from other hunters, but 
most is gained through experience.

Just about any shotgun will  
kill a turkey, as long as it pat-
terns well at the distances at 

which you intend to shoot.



3

DO I NEED A BLIND?

This question is usually answered with 
another question: “How long can you 
VLW�VWLOO"´�,I�KXQWLQJ�DQ�RSHQ�¿HOG�RU�
meadow, you might see a turkey 300 
yards away. Sometimes turkeys come 
sprinting to the call and decoy; other 
times it takes them hours to close within 
range. If you’re comfortable and can sit 
still, you won’t need a blind. But if you 
move around when your backside goes 
numb and birds approaching silently 
from a different direction spot you, the 
hunt is over.
If you can see a turkey, it can see you. 

Turkeys see in color and have vision 
comparable to an 8-power binocular. 
However, because their eyes are set 
wide on their head, they have poor depth 
perception. This explains why a turkey 
will sometimes walk right up to you as 
long as you’re sitting still, or will brush 
up against your pop-up blind. It also 
FRQ¿UPV�ZK\�WKH\�FDQ�EXVW�\RX�DW�����
\DUGV�LI�\RX�VR�PXFK�DV�OLIW�D�¿QJHU�

4

WHAT CLOTHES DO I NEED?

Because turkeys have acute vision, 
proper camo is important. So, too, 
is the comfort and functionality of 
your clothes. Last spring, my protégé 
and I hunted in river bottoms of the 

Coast Range and Cascade Mountains. 
Mosquitos were bad, and due to all the 
rain, the foliage was dense and lush 
green. He chose to get Sitka’s Equinox 
clothing, which is impregnated with 
Insect Shield. It blended in well and 
he didn’t get a bug bite.
He also chose rubber boots because 

morning dew made for wet walks. The 
boots he picked—LaCrosse’s AeroHead 
Sport—are lightweight and have good 
ankle support, ideal for hiking short 
distances. They’re also tough, and stood 
up to all the briers we pushed through.

Camo gloves and a facemask are 
a must. Some camo clothing, like the 
Equinox line, comes with a built-in face-
mask. Some hats have a built-in facemask, 
too. If you’re going to use a standalone 
facemask, be sure to take an extra, along 
with an extra pair of thin camo gloves.

5

SHOULD I HAVE A TURKEY VEST?

The more you turkey hunt, the more 
gear you’ll acquire. A turkey vest is 
nice because it allows you to organize 
all your gear and have it readily acces-
sible. Turkey vests have pouches for slate 
calls and strikers, box calls, diaphragm 
calls, extra shells, gloves, clippers and 
more. They also have a cushioned seat, 
which is invaluable.
However, a little pack is all you need 

to get started. Heck, even a jacket with 
a few large pockets works. One season, 
I was set on using only one type of call 
RQ�HDFK�KXQW��7KH�¿UVW�KXQW�,�WRRN�WZR�
diaphragm calls. The second hunt I took 
one box call. On hunt number three I 
KDG�D�VODWH�FDOO�ZLWK�WZR�VWULNHUV��,�¿OOHG�
tags on each hunt. The only extra gear 
I carried was a decoy and a cushion to 
sit on. Simple still works.

Most hunters start with a box call, 
which is easy to work and makes great 
hen sounds. Basic hen yelps bring in 
most toms killed by hunters, and these 
sounds are easy to learn to make.
Pack water and a snack, as a quick 

turkey hunt can often turn into a half-
GD\�D¿HOG�
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In tight cover, a shotgun with  
a modified choke will allow  

more room for error at short 
distances than a full choke. 

A ground blind is a good choice 
for turkey hunters who find  
it difficult to sit still for  
extended periods of time.
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WHEN SHOULD I START SCOUTING?

It’s never too early to scout. Many serious 
turkey hunters start scouting in January, 
ZKHQ�ELUGV�DUH�LQ�ELJ�ÀRFNV��:KHQ�FRQ-
ducting preseason scouting, look for large 
ÀRFNV�RI�KHQV�DQG�EDFKHORU�JURXSV�RI�
toms. The hens will eventually split, and 
toms often follow. It’s nothing for a hen 
to travel 15 miles from her wintering 
habitat to a nest site. Hens often nest in 
the same place every year.

Using trail cameras to scout for tur-
keys reveals the number of birds in an 
area and shows the progression of breed-
ing. As breeding peaks, more toms will 
usually arrive to an area. Good locations 
for hanging cameras include on game 
WUDLOV��RQ�WKH�HGJHV�RI�¿HOGV�DQG�SRLQWLQJ�
down fencelines.
If you’re looking to hunt on private 

land, seek permission early, not the day 
before the opener.

7

SHOULD I HUNT EARLY 

IN THE MORNING?

Early in the season, hunting can be good 
all day. Early mornings are usually best, 
but if hen densities are high, starting a 
hunt around 9 a.m. isn’t a bad idea be-
cause once hens head to their nests for 
the day, toms will cover more ground.

:KHQ�KHQV�WHQG�WKHLU�QHVWV�IXOO�WLPH��
about midseason, early-morning hunts 
are better. This is because toms are look-
ing for hens as soon as they leave the 
roost, and there are few real hens around 
to distract them.
Late in the season, afternoon and 

early-evening hunting (where legal) can 
be good as toms spread out to feed prior 
to heading to roost. Grass seeds become 
a primary food source.

8

SHOULD I WAIT FOR A 

SUNNY DAY TO HUNT?

6XQQ\�GD\V�JHW�WRPV�¿UHG�XS��EXW�LI�\RX�
wait for sunshine, you might never get 
into the woods. The turkey breeding 
season is based on photoperiodism, not 
sunshine and warmth. As daylight hours 
increase, the turkey rut progresses.
Later in the season, hot, sunny days 

can send toms to shade by midmorning, 
meaning you’ll want to hunt in the timber 
and amid cover.

9

WHAT IF IT’S WINDY, 

COLD OR RAINING?

One spring I hunted in a snowstorm 
at nearly 4,000 feet in temperatures in 
the teens. I called in a tom that came 
LQ�JREEOLQJ�DQG�¿OOHG�P\�WDJ��:KHQ�
conditions are cold and wet, head to 
protected areas like deep draws and the 
leeward sides of hills.

Turkeys are tough and can survive 
incredibly harsh conditions, but they’re 
smart. They head for protection, out 
of the elements, and that’s where you 
want to hunt.

10

WHAT IF I SPOOK A TOM?

If a tom busts you, wait two or three 
days before trying to hunt that bird again. 
Sometimes you can get on the bird the 
same day, but often it will only further 
educate it. Instead, back out and head to 
another location.
,I�HPEDUNLQJ�XSRQ�\RXU�¿UVW�WXUNH\�

season this spring, keep things simple. 
The more you hunt, the more turkey 
encounters you’ll have and the more 
\RX¶OO�OHDUQ�ZKDW�LW�WDNHV�WR�¿QG�VXFFHVV��
Above all, make it a point to have fun 
along the way. 
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A properly placed decoy gives an  
approaching tom something it expects 
to see, putting the bird at ease.



Turn Your Passion into Action

A minute of your time can ensure clean water,

abundant fisheries and the conservation of both.

Join us. Be heard.

Preserve what you love at  KeepAmericaFishing.org

The Voice of the American Angler
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I�\RX¶UH�OLNH�PH��\RX�SUREDEO\�
FDUU\�ZD\�PRUH�ÀLHV�LQ�\RXU�WURXW�
YHVW�WKDQ�\RX¶OO�HYHU�XVH�RQ�DQ\�
JLYHQ�WULS�WR�WKH�ULYHU��7UXWK�LV��

WKHUH�DUH�DERXW�D�GR]HQ�JR�WR�SDWWHUQV�
WKDW�,�HQG�XS�W\LQJ�RQ�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LVQ¶W�
DQ�DFWLYH�KDWFK�KDSSHQLQJ��:KHQ�\RX¶UH�
IRUFHG�WR�GRZQVL]H�\RX�À\�ER[�VHOHF�
WLRQ��OLNH�ZLWK�D�SDFN�LQ�WULS�RU�D�TXLFN�
HYHQLQJ�VHVVLRQ��DQG�VSDFH�LV�OLPLWHG��

WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�WULHG�DQG�WUXH�IDYRULWHV�
\RX�VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�ZLWKRXW��0DQ\�GRQ¶W�
LPLWDWH� DQ\WKLQJ� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� EXW�
VLPXODWH�D�YDULHW\�RI�LQVHFWV�DQG�RWKHU���
FUHDWXUHV�WURXW�HDW��0RVW�FDQ�EH�¿VKHG�
LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V��PDNLQJ�WKHP�ERWK�
SURGXFWLYH�DQG�YHUVDWLOH��6RPH�DUH�ID�
YRULWHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�HDV\�WR�WLH�ZLWK�
LQH[SHQVLYH�PDWHULDOV��DQG�WKH\�ÀDW�RXW�
FDWFK�WURXW�

WET FLIES

,W¶V�FRPPRQO\�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�DERXW����
SHUFHQW�RI�ZKDW�D�WURXW�HDWV�LV�WDNHQ�
XQGHU� WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��,W¶V�
ORJLFDO� WKHQ�WKDW�D�JRRG�SRUWLRQ�RI�
RXU�'HSHQGDEOH�'R]HQ�FRQVLVWV�RI�
ZHW�ÀLHV��Q\PSKV�DQG�VWUHDPHUV��<RX�
JHQHUDOO\�FDQ¶W�JR�ZURQJ�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�
À\�WKDW�VLQNV�RQ�WKH�HQG�RI�\RXU�WLSSHW��
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HOW-TO

The

These 12 flies are 

proven producers 
for a wide range of Western 

trout fishing scenarios.

By Mike Gnatkowski
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6XEVXUIDFH�ÀLHV�DUH�WLHG�HLWKHU�ZLWK�QR�
ZHLJKW�DW�DOO��ZLWK�OHDG�ZLUH�ZUDSSHG�RQ�
WKH�KRRN�XQGHU�WKH�ERG\�RU�ZLWK�D�EHDG�
SRVLWLRQHG�DW�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�À\�WR�DOORZ�
LW�WR�VLQN�TXLFNO\��ZKLFK�LV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�
VZLIW�PRXQWDLQ�VWUHDPV�RU�ZKHQ�\RX�ZDQW�
WKH�À\�WR�JHW�GHHS�LQ�VWLOO�ZDWHUV��%HDGV�
FRPH�LQ�EUDVV��FRSSHU�DQG�WXQJVWHQ��DQG�D�
YDULHW\�RI�VL]HV��(YHQ�KHDYLHU�FRQH�KHDG�

YHUVLRQV�FDQ�EH�DGGHG�WR�VWUHDPHUV�
DQG�Q\PSKV�WR�GUHGJH�ERWWRP��7KH�
EHDGV�QRW�RQO\�DGG�ZHLJKW��EXW�DOVR�
ÀDVK�WKDW�JHWV�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�KXQJU\�
WURXW��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKHUH�DUH�DQRGL]HG�
EHDGV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRORUV��
8VLQJ�D�EHDG�RQ�D�FODVVLF�SDWWHUQ��OLNH�
D�*ROG�5LEEHG�+DUH¶V�(DU�RU�3ULQFH�
1\PSK��DGGV�D�ELW�RI�SL]D]]��

Pheasant Tail Nymph

$ERXW�WKH�RQO\�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKDW�FDQ�
EH�PDGH�WR� WKH�FODVVLF�3KHDVDQW�7DLO�
1\PSK��371��LV�WR�DGG�D�ÀDVKEDFN�DQG�
D�EHDGKHDG��7KH�UXVW�DQG�ROLYH�FRORUV�RI�
D�SKHDVDQW�IHDWKHU�JLYH�WKH�À\�D�QDWXUDO��
UHDOLVWLF�WRQH�WKDW�PDWFKHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�
DTXDWLF�LQVHFWV��7KH�371�GRHV�DQ�JRRG�
MRE�RI�LPLWDWLQJ�D�PD\À\�Q\PSK��EXW�
FDQ�VLPXODWH�D�YDULHW\�RI�EXJV�WURXW�HDW��
7KH�À\�LV�D�JUHDW�VHDUFKLQJ�SDWWHUQ�ZKHQ�
WKHUH¶V�QR�YLVLEOH�KDWFK�WR�PDWFK��

$GGLQJ�D�FRSSHU�ULEELQJ�WR� WKH�À\�
JLYHV�LW�D�ELW�RI�VXEWOH�ÀDVK��DGGV�GXUD�
ELOLW\�DQG�JLYHV�LW�D�VHJPHQWHG��EXJJ\�
ORRN��7KH�0\ODU�ÀDVKEDFN�VLPXODWHV�D�
ZLQJ�FDVH�RI�D�Q\PSK�DQG�WKH�DLU�EXEEOH�
WUDSSHG�DV�LW�HPHUJHV��7KH�À\�FDQ�EH�
¿VKHG�RQ�D�GHDG�GULIW�RU�ZLWK�VXEWOH�
WZLWFKHV�WKDW�LPLWDWH�DQ�HPHUJLQJ�RU�
HVFDSLQJ�Q\PSK��

7KH�PRVW�SRSXODU�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�VL]HV�
RI�WKH�371�DUH����DQG�����EXW�\RX¶G�EH�
ZLVH�WR�KDYH�SDWWHUQV�LQ�VL]HV����WKURXJK�
���LQ�EHDGHG�DQG�XQ�EHDGHG�YHUVLRQV��

Gold-Ribbed Hare’s Ear

7KH�*ROG�5LEEHG�+DUH¶V�(DU��*5+(��
KDV�D�EXJJ\�SUR¿OH�DQG�FRORUDWLRQ�WKDW�
GRHVQ¶W�LPLWDWH�DQ\WKLQJ�VSHFL¿F��EXW�WR�D�
WURXW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�JRRG�WR�HDW��
$�IDWWHU�SDWWHUQ�WKDQ�WKH�3KHDVDQW�7DLO��
WKH�*5+(�LV�WR�Q\PSK�DQJOHUV�ZKDW�WKH�
$GDPV�LV�WR�GU\�À\�DQJOHUV��
,Q�VPDOOHU�VL]HV��WKH�*5+(�VXJJHVWV�D�

PD\À\�Q\PSK��FDGGLV�SXSD�RU�IUHVKZDWHU�
VKULPS��/DUJHU�YHUVLRQV�LPLWDWH�VWRQHÀ\�
Q\PSKV�DQG�ODUJHU�FDGGLVÀLHV��%HFDXVH�
WKH�*5+(�GRHV�VXFK�D�JRRG�MRE�RI�LPLWDW�
LQJ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��LW¶V�D�JR�WR�
À\��7U\�WKH�*+5(�LQ�VL]HV����WR������

7KH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�FRORU�IRU�WKH�*+5(�
LV�WKH�VWDQGDUG�EURZQ�WDQ�FRORU�RI�WKH�
KDUH¶V�PDVN��EXW�ROLYH�RU�GDUNHU�WRQHV�
FDQ�EH�HIIHFWLYH��WRR��7KH�*5+(�FDQ�EH�
GHDG�GULIWHG�RU�¿VKHG�ZLWK�VPDOO�WZLWFKHV�
WR�LPLWDWH�PRUH�DFWLYH�LQVHFWV��
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Simplify the fly-selection process by 
reducing the number of patterns you 
carry and loading up on a versatile 
collection of bugs trout love.



Zebra Midge

Simple to tie, the body of the Zebra Midge is nothing more than tying thread ribbed 
ZLWK�¿QH�JROG�RU�VLOYHU�ZLUH�DQG�D�VPDOO�EHDG�KHDG��<RX�FDQ�VXEVWLWXWH�D�GDE�RI�
$QWURQ�\DUQ�RU�SHDFRFN�KHUO�IRU�WKH�EHDG�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�¿VK�LW�MXVW�XQGHU�WKH�VXUIDFH��

<RX�ZRXOGQ¶W�WKLQN�WURXW�ZRXOG�EH�WRR�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�D�PRUVHO�DV�VPDOO�DV�D�PLGJH�
ODUYDH�RU�SXSDH��%XW�FKLURQRPLGV�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�IRRG�VRXUFHV�LQ�VWLOO�
ZDWHUV�DQG�WKH\�FDQ�UHSUHVHQW����WR����SHUFHQW�RI�D�WURXW¶V�GLHW��*HQHUDOO\��WKH�ODUJ-
HVW�FKLURQRPLGV�HPHUJH�GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�ZLOO�GHFUHDVH�LQ�VL]H�WKURXJK�VXPPHU�
DQG�IDOO��5LJKW�DIWHU�LFH�RXW��PLGJHV�EHFRPH�DFWLYH�DQG�WURXW�JRUJH�RQ�WKH�QHZIRXQG�
VPRUJDVERUG�LQ�WKH�ODNH�VKDOORZV��

<RX¶OO�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�WKH�PLGJH�LQ�VL]HV����WR����LQ�P\ULDG�FRORUV�LQFOXGLQJ�EODFN��
ROLYH��UHG�DQG�HYHQ�EOXH��

Copper John

,QYHQWHG�E\�&RORUDGR�DQJOHU�-RKQ�%DUU�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�GHFDGHV�DJR��WKH�&RSSHU�-RKQ�
LV�DFWXDOO\�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKUHH�RWKHU�YHU\�SURGXFWLYH�ÀLHV��,W�KDV�WKH�JRRVH�ELRW�
WDLO�RI�WKH�3ULQFH�1\PSK��WKH�ZLUH�ERG\�RI�WKH�%UDVVLH�DQG�WKH�WKRUD[��ZLQJ�FDVLQJ�
DQG�KHDG�RI�WKH�)ODVKEDFN�3KHDVDQW�7DLO��7KH�&RSSHU�-RKQ�LV�DQRWKHU�RQH�RI�WKRVH�
ÀLHV�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�LPLWDWH�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��EXW�LPLWDWHV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��
7KH�EHDG�KHDG�DQG�ZLUH�ERG\�KHOS�LW�VLQN�TXLFNO\��VR�LW¶V�D�JR�WR�À\�ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�IDVW�
ZDWHU�RU�ZKHQ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�GUHGJH�WKH�GHSWKV��%\�VLPSO\�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�ZLUH�FRORU�\RX�
KDYH�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRORU�RSWLRQV��7KH�&RSSHU�-RKQ�LV�D�PXVW�KDYH�LQ�VL]HV����WR�����

Pat’s Rubber Legs

7KH�HDV\�WR�WLH�3DW¶V�5XEEHU�/HJV�LV�VLPLODU�WR�FODVVLF�SDWWHUQV�OLNH�WKH�%LWFK�&UHHN�
DQG�*LUGOH�%XJ��EXW�LV�WLHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�FRORUV�ZLWK�EODFN�EURZQ�DQG�RUDQJH�EODFN�EH-
LQJ�SURYHQ�IDYRULWHV��7KH�UXEEHU�OHJV�GR�D�JRRG�MRE�RI�VLPXODWLQJ�OHJV�DQG�DQWHQQDH�
RQ�VWRQHÀ\�Q\PSKV�LQ�VL]HV���DQG����3DW¶V�5XEEHU�/HJV�LV�VR�SURGXFWLYH�EHFDXVH�
LV�LW�LPLWDWHV�VWRQHÀ\�Q\PSKV�WKDW�DUH�VR�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�:HVWHUQ�ZDWHUV�DQG�LW�FDQ�EH�
¿VKHG�\HDU�URXQG��6WRQHÀ\�Q\PSKV�OLYH�IRU�WZR�RU�WKUHH�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�VWUHDP�EHIRUH�
WKH\�KDWFK��VR�WKH\¶UH�DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WKH�WURXW�DQG�WKH\¶UH�XVHG�WR�VHHLQJ�WKHP�

Prince Nymph

7KH�3ULQFH�1\PSK�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�WR�EURWKHUV�'RQ�DQG�'LFN�2OVRQ�RI�%HPLGML��
0LQQ���EXW�'RXJ�3ULQFH�RI�0RQWHUH\��&DOLIRUQLD��PDGH�WKH�À\�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�:HVW��
$ORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�371�DQG�*5+(��LW¶V�RQH�RI�WKH�PXVW�KDYH�Q\PSKV�WKDW�QR�:HVWHUQ�
À\�DQJOHU¶V�ER[�VKRXOG�EH�ZLWKRXW�
2QH�RI�WKH�DWWUDFWLYH�TXDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�3ULQFH�1\PSK�LV�WKH�SHDFRFN�KHUO�ERG\��

7KH�JUHHQ�EOXH�SXUSOH�KHUO�JLYHV�RII�DQ�LULGHVFHQW�VKLPPHU�WKDW�PDNHV�WKH�À\�ORRN�
DOLYH��7KH�JRRVH�ELRW�WDLO�DQG�ZLQJ�FDVLQJ�DGG�WR�LWV�DOOXUH��

'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H��ZHLJKW�DQG�KRZ�LW¶V�¿VKHG��WKH�3ULQFH�1\PSK�LV�PXFK�
PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�VLPXODWRU��LW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�EHDG�KHDG�WR�ZRUN�WKH�ERWWRP��FUDZOHG�
DORQJ�WKH�URFNV�WR�LPLWDWH�DQ�HPHUJLQJ�VWRQHÀ\�DQG�¿VKHG�DV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�GURSSHU�
SDWWHUQ��<RX¶OO�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�VRPH�LQ�VL]HV����WR����

Soft Hackle

7KH�FODVVLF�%UHDGFUXVW�LV�WKH�RULJLQDO�VRIW�KDFNOH�À\��DQG�VLPLODU�SDWWHUQV�KDYH�EHFRPH�
VWDSOHV�LQ�WKH�:HVW��6RIW�KDFNOHV�LPLWDWH�ERWK�D�FDVHG�DQG�D�IUHH�OLYLQJ�FDGGLVÀ\��

7KH�RULJLQDO�%UHDGFUXVW�UHTXLUHG�WKH�WHGLRXV�WDVN�RI�SUHSDULQJ�D�UHG�SKDVHG�JURXVH�
WDLO�IHDWKHU�TXLOO�IRU�WKH�ERG\��/DUYD�/DFH�DQG�VLPLODU�SURGXFWV�PDNH�D�JRRG�VXEVWLWXWH��
/DUYD�/DFH�SURGXFHV�D�EXJJ\��VHJPHQWHG�ERG\�DQG�LV�H[WUHPHO\�GXUDEOH��7KH�KDFNOH�
FDQ�EH�KHQ�KDFNOH�RU�VRIW��PRWWOHG�IHDWKHUV�IURP�D�JURXVH�RU�+XQJDULDQ�SDUWULGJH��

�7KH�VRIW�KDFNOH�XVHG�IRU�WKH�FROODU�XQGXODWHV�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�DQG�JLYHV�WKH�À\�D�OLIH-
OLNH�DSSHDUDQFH��,W�FDQ�EH�¿VKHG�RQ�D�GHDG�GULIW�RU�VWULSSHG�LQ�VKRUW�VSXUWV�WR�LPLWDWH�
DQ�HPHUJLQJ�FDGGLVÀ\��
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DRY FLIES

Many anglers prefer the simplicity 
RI�¿VKLQJ�GU\�ÀLHV�DQG�WKH�WKULOO�RI�
VHHLQJ�D�WURXW�ULVH�WR�WDNH�WKH�GHOL-
FDWH�RIIHULQJ��:KLOH�QRW�DV�SURGXF-
WLYH�DV�ZHW�ÀLHV�LQ�PDQ\�VLWXDWLRQV��
GU\�ÀLHV�DUH�IXQ�WR�¿VK�DQG�JLYH�WKH�
DQJOHU�WKH�DGGHG�FKDOOHQJH�RI�WU\-
ing to match the hatch when bugs 
are emerging from their nymphal 
stage or returning to lay eggs on 
the water’s surface.

Parachute Adams

6RPH�FRQVLGHU� WKH�$GDPV� WR� EH� WKH�
ZRUOG¶V�PRVW�UHFRJQL]DEOH�GU\�À\��DQG�
IRU�JRRG�UHDVRQ��,W�FDWFKHV�WURXW�HYHU\-
ZKHUH�LW¶V�XVHG��7KH�SDUDFKXWH�YHUVLRQ�LV�
the most popular in the West because of 
LWV�SUR¿OH�DQG�YLVLELOLW\�LQ�FKRSS\�ZDWHU��
7KH�PL[HG�EURZQ�JUL]]O\�WDLO�DQG�KDFNOH�
have a natural buggy look that imitates 
PD\ÀLHV�YHU\�ZHOO��EXW�LW¶V�DOVR�D�JUHDW�
searching pattern. You’ll want to have the 
$GDPV�LQ�VL]HV����WR�����,W¶V�WKDW�YHUVDWLOH�

Elk Hair Caddis

7KH�(ON�+DLU�&DGGLV�LV�HDV\�WR� WLH��XVHV�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�ÀDW�RXW�
FDWFKHV�¿VK��,Q�WKH�:HVW��LW¶V�D�SURYHQ�SDWWHUQ�EHFDXVH�LW�LPLWDWHV�WKH�FDGGLVÀLHV�
DQG�VWRQHÀLHV�WKDW�DUH�VR�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��:LWK�WKH�HON�KDLU�ZLQJ��WKH�À\�
ÀRDWV�OLNH�D�FRUN�DQG�VLPXODWHV�WKH�IROGHG�ZLQJ�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�FDGGLV�DQG�VWRQHÀ\��
,W�GRHV�D�JUHDW�MRE�RI�LPLWDWLQJ�WKHVH�ÀLHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�KDWFKLQJ��EXW�LW¶V�DOVR�D�
SURYHQ�SDWWHUQ�WR�WLH�RQ�ZKHQ�QRWKLQJ�LV�ZRUNLQJ�WKH�VXUIDFH��7KH�RULJLQDO�FDOOV�IRU�
D�SHDFRFN�KHUO�ERG\��EXW�UXVW��WDQ�RU�ROLYH�FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�WR�PDWFK�WKH�KDWFK��
<RX¶OO�ZDQW�WR�FDUU\�WKLV�SDWWHUQ�LQ�VL]HV����WR�����

Parachute Madam X

7KH�3DUDFKXWH�0DGDP�;�FDQ�ORRN�OLNH�D�FDGGLVÀ\��VWRQHÀ\�RU�JUDVVKRSSHU��7KH�
$QWURQ�\DUQ�SRVW�PDNHV�WKH�À\�KLJKO\�YLVLEOH��7KH�RULJLQDO�FDOOV�IRU�ZKLWH�UXEEHU�
OHJV��EXW�FRORUHG��VSHFNOHG�OHJV�PDNH�WKH�À\�HYHQ�PRUH�DSSHDOLQJ��6L]HV����WR����
LPLWDWH�FDGGLVÀLHV�ZKLOH�VL]HV���WR���ZRUN�DV�VWRQHÀLHV�DQG�KRSSHUV��

STREAMERS

6WUHDPHUV�FDQ�EH�¿VKHG�RQ�D�GHDG�
GULIW�WR�LPLWDWH�D�Q\PSK��VWULSSHG�LQ�
TXLFN�MHUNV�RU�VZXQJ�GRZQVWUHDP�
WR� LPLWDWH�D�ÀHHLQJ�PLQQRZ��RU�
FUDZOHG� WR� ORRN� OLNH�D� OHHFK�RU�
FUDZ¿VK��7KDW¶V�ZK\�WKH\�IRRO�VR�
many trout. 

Woolly Bugger

9HU\�HDV\�WR�WLH��D�:RROO\�%XJJHU�FDQ�EH�HQKDQFHG�ZLWK�VRPH�.U\VWDO�)ODVK�¿EHUV�LQ�
WKH�XQGXODWLQJ�PDUDERX�WDLO��D�FU\VWDO�FKHQLOOH�ERG\�DQG�RU�D�PDWFKLQJ�G\HG�JUL]]O\�
VDGGOH�IRU�WKH�SDOPHU�KDFNOH��7LH�WKH�ZHEE\�EDVH�RI�D�VDGGOH�KDFNOH�EHKLQG�WKH�KHDG�
WR�VLPXODWH�JLOOV��7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�FRORU�IRU�WKH�:RROO\�%XJJHU�LV�EODFN��3RSXODU�
VL]HV�DUH����WR�����EXW�ODUJHU�VL]H���DQG�VL]H���%XJJHUV�DUH�GHDGO\�RQ�WURSK\�WURXW�

Muddler Minnow

7KH�RULJLQDO�0XGGOHU�0LQQRZ�ZDV�FUHDWHG�E\�'DQ�*DSHQ�IURP�GHHU�KDLU��WXUNH\�WDLO�
DQG�VTXLUUHO�WDLO�WR�LPLWDWH�D�VFXOSLQ��$ERXW�WKH�RQO\�LPSURYHPHQWV�DUH�WR�DGG�VRPH�
PDUDERX�DQG�.U\VWDO�)ODVK�WR�WKH�ZLQJ��9HUVLRQV�WLHG�RQ�ORQJ�VKDQN�KRRNV�IURP�VL]H����
LPLWDWH�KRSSHUV�DQG�VWRQHÀLHV��VL]H���EHDG�KHDG�YHUVLRQV�WHPSW�ELJ�WURXW��5HJDUGOHVV�
RI�VL]H��WKH�0XGGOHU�0LQQRZ�GHVHUYHV�D�SODFH�LQ�\RXU�'HSHQGDEOH�'R]HQ��
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The free rig employs a heavy drop-shot  
weight and a lightweight soft plastic. The  
bait sinks at a tantalizingly slow rate  
behind the sinker, thereby attracting bass.

The free rig is the hottest 

new way to catch 

pressured lunkers 

in clear water.

By Shane Beilue



W
hen veteran bass angler 
Courtney Copley relocated 
from the East Coast to 
Arizona, he tried bringing 

his familiar power tactics for bass with 
him. While there were occasional win-
dows of time in which the old standbys 
of bulky jigs and fast-moving spinner-
baits would work, the ultra-clear and 
heavily pressured waters around his home 
near Mesa, Ariz., required a change of 
tactics for consistent success. What would 
XOWLPDWHO\�EHQH¿W�&RSOH\¶V�QHHG�IRU�
FKDQJH�ZDV�EHLQJ�UH¿QHG�KDOIZD\�DURXQG�
the globe by Japanese anglers facing 
YHU\�VLPLODU�FRQGLWLRQV��LQWHQVH�¿VKLQJ�
pressure and extremely clear water.

One of those Japanese tactics that 
made its way to the U.S. market—and 
HYHQWXDOO\�LQWR�&RSOH\¶V�EDVV�ERDW²ZDV�
the free rig, which involves running the 
¿VKLQJ�OLQH�WKURXJK�D�KHDY\�F\OLQGHU�RU�
bell-shaped drop-shot sinker and tying a 
worm hook on the terminal end, similar 
to a Texas-rigged worm.

“The free rig is just a new and better 
way of the old tried-and-true Texas rig, 
but the line slides through the wire loop 
of a heavy drop-shot sinker much easier 
than a Texas-rigged slip sinker, giving 
the worm a unique action as it settles 
behind the heavy weight on slack line,” 
Copley says.

LIFT AND DROP

Copley, who is an avid tournament angler 
DQG�RZQHU�RI�/LDU¶V�.RUQHU�7DFNOH�LQ�
Mesa, attributes the success of the free 
rig to the sudden separation of the heavy 
1/2-ounce weight quickly plummeting to 
the lake bottom upon entering the water. 
Once the sinker is on bottom, the soft 
plastic settles behind in a near weight-
less and more natural descent, closely 
LPLWDWLQJ�D�VWUXJJOLQJ�RU�G\LQJ�EDLW¿VK�

Copley is quick to emphasize the 
“secret sauce” to consistent success with 
the free rig is to allow the weight to drop 
on mostly slack line so the sinker can 
separate properly and slide away from 
the soft plastic. As the free rig enters the 
water, Copley will lower his rod tip to 
impart the slack line approach, allowing 
the weight to descend vertically. Once 
on bottom, he maintains just enough 
slack in the line to allow the worm to 
suspend above the weight for a few 
seconds, then aggressively pops the rod 
tip to shoot the weight from the bottom B
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a couple of feet to start the soft descent 
of the worm all over. The rig is worked 
back to the boat with this aggressive 
lift-and-drop manner.

LET IT SLIDE

The free rig can be considered a blend 
RI�SRZHU�DQG�¿QHVVH�WDFWLFV��DV�LW�DO-
ORZV�DQ�DQJOHU�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�FRYHULQJ�
water quickly with the aggressive lift-
DQG�GURS�UHWULHYH��\HW�DOVR�IHDWXUHV�WKH�
subtle action from the soft plastic as it 
slowly settles toward bottom.

Copley provides the background for 
his adoption of the free rig.

“The reservoirs around Mesa are some 
of the most heavily pressured lakes in 
WKH�FRXQWU\�´�KH�VD\V��³,�KDG�UHDG�DQG�
heard about the success of the free rig 
from Japanese tournament pros compet-
LQJ�LQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�FLUFXLWV�LQ�WKH�8�6���
and realized that might solve some of 
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�,�ZDV�IDFLQJ�ORFDOO\�´�

Since the free rig is most often paired 
with small finesse soft plastics, it’s 
preferable for the bass to have a clear 
line of sight to find the bait from afar. 
Therefore, water clarity of at least 2 to 4 
feet is optimal. Though the free rig can 
excel along any bottom composition, 
the heavy sinker banging against a rock 
or gravel bottom is an added attractant 
for bass. Clear water and rock, of 
course, are hallmarks of many Western 
impoundments in the U.S., making the 
free rig a prime choice for finding bass 
in these types of waters.

To highlight just a few examples, 
northern New Mexico has Ute 

Reservoir and Conchas Lake, offering 
adequate water clarity most of the year, 
but also holding both smallmouth and 
largemouth bass. The free rig is custom-
made to pursue both species by 
hopping and dragging it along the many 
gravel bars and rocky outcroppings 
common to both impoundments.

Arizona reservoirs like Mead, 

Havasu and Powell, with their rocky 
bottoms with scattered brush or 
manmade brush piles, are prime spots 

for using the free rig.  The weedless 
method of rigging the soft plastic 
allows the free rig to come through any 
submerged brushy cover cleanly.

Farther west, Northern California 
offers many opportunities to work the 
free rig, with noted examples being 
Shasta and Oroville lakes, where 
the free rig can be an ideal choice 
for spring bass staging on gravel and 
rock points. Consider, too, that the free 
rig excels when hopped around boat 
docks, such as those found along the 
shorelines of Clear Lake.

LAKE 
POWELL

LAKE MEAD

LAKE HAVASU
UTE 

RESERVOIR

CONCHAS 
LAKE

SANTA FE•

PHOENIX•

ALBUQUERQUE•

• TUCSON
•SACRAMENTO

• SAN FRANCISCO

SANTA ROSA •

• REDDING
SHASTA LAKE

LAKE OROVILLE

CLEAR LAKE

CLEAR FAVORITES
Western lakes where the free rig excels
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The versatile free rig allows 
anglers to switch from tubes 
to flukes to crawfish imita-
tions quickly and easily.
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His hunch was correct.
“In the spring of the year when the 

bass are moving up shallow, it can be one 
of the deadliest tactics I’ve ever used,” 
he says. “It’s almost mind-blowing the 
VL]H�RI�¿VK�ZH¶YH�FDXJKW�WKH�SDVW�FRXSOH�
of springs with this rig.”

Copley details what’s become his 
bread-and-butter free-rig setup. 

“A 1/2-ounce cylinder drop-shot 
weight is ideal, but you need one with an 
enclosed loop for the line to run through 
cleanly,” he says. “If you’re using the 
type of weight that pinches the line with 
a wire clip, you can take a pair of pliers 
to open the clip so it doesn’t grab the 
ÀXRURFDUERQ��,I�WKH�ZHLJKW�FDQ¶W�VOLGH�
freely up and down the line, it won’t work.

 “I like 14-pound Sunline Shooter 
>OLQH@�EHFDXVH�LW¶V�D�OLWWOH�VWURQJHU�ÀXR-
URFDUERQ��.HHS�LQ�PLQG��ZH¶UH�¿VKLQJ�

this rig through submerged brush, trees 
and rocks, so I need the line to be light 
enough to not inhibit the action of the 
worm as it falls, but heavy enough to 
get the bass out of the cover.”

Copley prefers a 1/2-ounce Woo 
Tungsten drop-shot weight and a No. 2 
light-wire Gamakatsu EWG hook. The 
light-wire hook is key, as it allows the 
soft plastic to settle more slowly than a 
traditional heavy-gauge hook. For the 
VSHFL¿F�VRIW�SODVWLFV��&RSOH\�PL[HV�LW�XS��
ZLWK�ÀXNH�VW\OH�EDLWV�EHLQJ�D�FRQVLVWHQW�
FKRLFH�GXH�WR�WKHLU�VXEWOH�ÀXWWHULQJ�DFWLRQ�
on the fall. Another popular soft-plastic 
choice for Copley’s free rig is the Z-Man 
75'�&UDZ=��ZKLFK�LV�D�ÀRDWLQJ�VRIW�
SODVWLF�FUDZ¿VK�LPLWDWLRQ�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�
rises away from the lake bottom on slack 
line. He’s also found consistent success 
IRU�¿QLFN\�VSULQJ�EDVV�ZLWK�D�ÀRDWLQJ�

soft-plastic tube that works in a similar 
fashion to the TRD CrawZ.

SUBTLE BITES

Copley notes that the free rig can be 
effective any time of the year; how-
ever, he’s found great success in the 
spring on staging bass as they begin 
the migration to the shallows. Copley 
focuses on working the free rig around 
main-lake points in late winter and early 
pre-spawn months, then transitions to 
secondary points leading into spawning 
FRYHV�DV�WKH�¿VK�DSSURDFK�WKHLU�VSDZQLQJ�
destinations. Once the bass move onto 
WKH�VKDOORZ�ÀDWV�LPPHGLDWHO\�SULRU�WR�
the spawn, the Arizona pro continues to 
¿QG�VXFFHVV�ZLWK�WKH�IUHH�ULJ�E\�FDVWLQJ�
DQG�KRSSLQJ�LW�DFURVV�VKDOORZ�ÀDWV�ZLWK�
the same 1/2-ounce weight he uses in 
deeper water. The bite can be subtle.
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Though typically rigged with smaller  
baits, there’s nothing that says a free  
rig can’t be fished with a larger soft  
plastic like a long curly-tail worm.



“A lot of times you never even feel 
the bite–you just lift the rod tip slowly 
and it’s a mushy feeling, which means 
the bass has it,” he says. “If you feel no 
resistance, pop the rod tip to make the 
weight shoot off the bottom a couple 
of feet, and the worm will settle all 
over again.”

Ultra-clear water can pose chal-
lenges for bass anglers, as the bass have 
a heightened awareness of anything 
DUWL¿FLDO��+RZHYHU��&RSOH\�QRWHV�WKH�
free rig helps address this frustrating 
LVVXH�GXH�WR� WKH�VPDOO�SUR¿OH�RI� WKH�
soft plastic rigged on the small No. 2 
hook. On those days when the bass are 
VWLOO�UHOXFWDQW�WR�HDW��&RSOH\�LV�ZLOOLQJ�
to downsize his plastic and hook even 
more to get wary bass to commit to 
the lure.

“Once they bite the worm, they [hold 
on] since it feels like their natural for-
DJH�́ �&RSOH\�VD\V�

)LQDOO\��DQRWKHU�KLGGHQ�EHQH¿W�&RSOH\�
has discovered about the free rig ap-
proach is its ability to quickly convert 
WR�D�&DUROLQD�ULJ�

“I’ll slide the weight a couple of feet 
above the worm and secure it with up 
to three bobber stoppers between the 
weight and hook to hold the weight in 
place,” he says. “I don’t have to retie 
anything to quickly convert the rig to a 
&DUROLQD�ULJ��DQG�,�FDQ�HDVLO\�FKDQJH�WKH�
length of the leader by simply adjusting 
the bobber stoppers and weight.” 

&RSOH\� QRWHV� WKDW� WR� FRQYHUW� WKH�
&DUROLQD�ULJ�EDFN�WR�D�IUHH�ULJ��KH�VLPSO\�
slides the bobber stoppers back down 
the line near the eye of the hook. 

The success of the free rig in heavily 
pressured reservoirs is attributed to the 
unique action of the worm shooting off 
the bottom and settling back slowly.

“It’s a technique that gives the bass 
something they don’t see very often. 
They just don’t seem to get conditioned 
to the movement of the soft plastic 
shooting off the bottom and then slowly 
descending,” he says. “It has the look 
of an easy meal for the bass. We’ve 
consistently caught bass around other 
anglers that aren’t catching them, so 
that tells me there’s something special 
about the free rig.” 

Additionally, the free rig can be ad-
vantageous for better hook-ups, as the 
bass feel no resistance when picking 
up the lure as it suspends above the 
lake bottom. 
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Bass are naturally spooky in clear 
water. Combat this with a free rig 
tied with a small-profile soft plastic 
that looks more natural to bass.
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HOW-TO

What kokanee salmon lack in size, 
they make up for on the end of the 
line as well as on the dinner table.

 ON 
Landlocked sockeye salmon 
are excellent targets for ice-anglers 

looking for a tasty meal.

By Mike Gnatkowski
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RNDQHH�VDOPRQ�¿OO�D�QLFKH�LQ�
PDQ\� :HVWHUQ� UHVHUYRLUV��
:KLOH�UDLQERZ��EURZQ�DQG�FXW-
WKURDW�WURXW�RFFXS\�WKH�UHOD-

WLYHO\�VKDOORZ�ZDWHUV��DQG� ODNH�WURXW�
WDNH�XS�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�GHSWKV��NRNHV�
UHVLGH�LQ�EHWZHHQ��%HFDXVH�WKH�GLPLQX-
WLYH�VDOPRQ�IHHG�RQ�VXVSHQGHG�SRGV�RI�
]RRSODQNWRQ��WKH\�KDYH�QR�HIIHFW�RQ�D�
UHVHUYRLU¶V�EDLW¿VK�SRSXODWLRQ��,Q�IDFW��
NRNHV�RIWHQ�EHFRPH�EDLW¿VK�WKHPVHOYHV�
IRU�JDUJDQWXDQ�ODNH�WURXW�DQG�JLDQW�QRUWK-
HUQ�SLNH�WKDW�FDOO�WKH�UHVHUYRLUV�KRPH��

7KHVH�ODQGORFNHG�VRFNH\H�VDOPRQ�DUH�
SRSXODU�ZLWK�DQJOHUV��WRR��$OWKRXJK�WKH�
VDOPRQ�IHHG�RQ�WLQ\�RUJDQLVPV��WKH\�UHDG-
LO\�ELWH�OXUHV��.RNDQHH�VDOPRQ�DUH�FRP-
PRQ�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��2UHJRQ��&DOLIRUQLD��
8WDK��,GDKR��0RQWDQD��1HYDGD��&RORUDGR��
1HZ�0H[LFR�DQG�:\RPLQJ�

:KLOH�PDQ\�DQJOHUV�WDUJHW�NRNDQHHV�LQ�
RSHQ�ZDWHU��WKHUH¶V�D�VPDOOHU�FDGUH�ZKR�
¿VK�IRU�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�LFH��6FKRROV�RI�
ZLQWHU�NRNDQHHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�PDGH�XS�RI�
VLOYHU\��LPPDWXUH�¿VK�WKDW�VKDGRZ�SRGV�
RI�]RRSODQNWRQ��IHHGLQJ�DFWLYHO\�HYHQ�
LQ�WKH�GHDG�RI�ZLQWHU��7KH�VDOPRQ�DUH�
PRUH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�QRZ�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH�
DW�RWKHU�WLPHV�RI�WKH�\HDU��DQG�WKH�ÀHVK�
RI�WKH�VSXQN\�VDOPRQ�LV�EULJKW�RUDQJH�
DQG�GHOHFWDEOH�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�

FINDING FISH

:LQWHU�NRNDQHHV�ZLOO�RIWHQ�EH�FRQFHQ-
WUDWHG�LQ�VFKRROV����WR����IHHW�GRZQ�LQ�
ZDWHU�WKDW¶V�����WR�����IHHW�GHHS��,W¶V�
MXVW�D�PDWWHU�RI�VSRWWLQJ�VHYHUDO�OLQHV�
LQ�WKDW�SODQNWRQ�]RQH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�
EHVW�GHSWK��ZKLFK�YDULHV�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�
EHFDXVH�WKH�FXUUHQW�FDUULHV�WKH�SODQNWRQ��
2IWHQ��D�FORXG�RI�SODQNWRQ�ZLOO�EH�YLV-
LEOH�RQ�\RXU�JUDSK��7KH�NH\�LV�WR�¿QG�
WKH�ULJKW�SODQNWRQ� OHYHO�DQG�WKHQ�MXVW�
¿VK�DURXQG�LW�RU�DERYH�LW��(YHQWXDOO\��
WKH�NRNDQHHV�ZLOO�VKRZ�XS�

)LQGLQJ�VXVSHQGHG�VFKRROV�RI�NRNHV�
KDV�JRWWHQ�HDVLHU�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�DQG�LP-
SURYHG�VLGH�VFDQQLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\��OLNH�
*DUPLQ¶V�3DQRSWL[��/RZUDQFH¶V�&+,53�
DQG�+XPPLQELUG¶V�6LGH�,PDJLQJ��6LGH�
VFDQQLQJ�HOHFWURQLFV�PDNH�WKH� MRE�RI�
VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�VDOPRQ�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�
DQG�OHVV�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�
,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�OLNH�¿QGLQJ�FRQFHQWUD-

WLRQV�RI�NRNDQHHV�PLJKW�EH�KLW�RU�PLVV�
LQ�D�ODUJH�UHVHUYRLU��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�ZD\V�WR�
QDUURZ�\RXU�IRFXV��2QH�LV�WR�XVH�D�GHYLFH�
NQRZQ�DV�D�MLJJLQJ�PDFKLQH��7KH�MLJJLQJ�
PDFKLQH�XVHV�D����YROW�FDU�EDWWHU\�WKDW�

LV�DWWDFKHG�WR�D�ZLQGVKLHOG�ZLSHU�PRWRU�
DQG�D�ZLQGVKLHOG�ZLSHU�DUP��EXW�LQVWHDG�
RI�KDYLQJ�D�ZLSHU�EODGH��WKH�DUP�LV�¿W-
WHG�ZLWK�D�SLQFK�SDG�W\SH�GRZQULJJHU�
UHOHDVH��7KH�UHOHDVH�LV�XVHG�WR�DWWDFK�
DQG�KROG�D�VWULQJ�RI� ODUJH��UHÀHFWLYH�
VSLQQHU�EODGHV��7KH�VSLQQHU�EODGHV�DUH�
ORZHUHG�DQ\ZKHUH�IURP����WR����IHHW�
EHORZ�WKH�LFH�DQG�WKHQ�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�
UHOHDVH��2QFH�DFWLYDWHG��WKH�DUP�PRYHV�
XS�DQG�GRZQ�LQ�DQ�DUF�FDXVLQJ�WKH�VSLQ-
QHU�EODGHV�WR�ÀDVK�DQG�ÀXWWHU�DV�WKH\¶UH�

PDQLSXODWHG��7KH�DFWLRQ�VLPXODWHV�D�
IHHGLQJ�VFKRRO�RI�NRNDQHHV�DQG�GUDZV�
VDOPRQ�LQWR�WKH�DUHD��*DUJDQWXDQ�ODNH�
WURXW�WKDW�IHHG�RQ�WKH�VPDOO�VDOPRQ�DUH�
DOVR�DWWUDFWHG�WR�WKH�FRPPRWLRQ�

ON THE WATER

7KHUH�ZDV�D�KLQW�WKDW�VSULQJ�ZDV�DURXQG�
WKH�FRUQHU�DV�ZH�QHJRWLDWHG�WR�¿QG�D�
ZD\�RQWR�WKH�LFH��:KLOH�WKH�LFH�LQ�WKH�
PLGGOH�RI�WKH�ODNH�ZDV�VWLOO�PRUH�WKDQ�
D�IRRW�WKLFN��D�ZLGHQLQJ�JDS�DORQJ�WKH�
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Keeper kokanee salmon range in size  
from 1/2-pounders to 2-year-old fish  
that can weigh more than 2 pounds.
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shoreline where the ice was beginning 
to melt presented a challenge. 

After probing several access spots, 
ZH�¿QDOO\�IRXQG�RQH�WKDW�JXLGH�5REE\�
5LFKDUGVRQ� �IDFHERRN�FRP�UREE\� 
ULFKDUGVRQ������WKRXJKW�ZH�FRXOG�WUD-
YHUVH��/XFNLO\��LW�WXUQHG�RXW�VRPHRQH�
HOVH�KDG�OHIW�XV�D���E\����ERDUG�WR�VSDQ�
WKH�JDS��5REE\�ERXQFHG�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�
a few times and didn’t fall in. Sliding 
RXU�VOHGV�DFURVV�WKH�ERDUG�ZDV�HDV\��
*HWWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DFURVV�WKH�FUHYDVVH�
ZDV�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�SUHFDULRXV��
2QFH�RQ�WKH�LFH��ZH�VWUXFN�RXW�GRZQ�

the reservoir to the deeper part of the 
EDVLQ��5REE\�DQG�KLV� IULHQGV�6WHYH�
+DUULV�DQG�0LNH�:LOOLDPV�DUH�XVHG�WR�
UXQQLQJ�DQG�JXQQLQJ�ZKHQ�LFH�¿VKLQJ��
7KH\�KDG�QR�SUREOHP�SXOOLQJ�WKHLU�MHW�
sled behind and sitting on the open ice. 
I was interested in a little more comfort, 
VR�,�HOHFWHG�WR�GUDJ�P\�)UDELOO�7UHNNHU�
VKDQW\�¿OOHG�ZLWK�JHDU�� LQFOXGLQJ�D� 

0U��%XGG\�+HDWHU��%\�WKH�WLPH�,�JRW�RQ�
WKH�LFH��WKH�WKUHH�ZHUH�WLQ\�¿JXUHV�RQ�
WKH�KRUL]RQ��,�WKUHZ�P\�MDFNHW�RQ�WKH�
VKDQW\��XQ]LSSHG�P\�ELEV�DQG�WRRN�RII�
P\�FDS�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�PLOH�ORQJ�
KLNH��,W�ZDVQ¶W� ORQJ�EHIRUH� WKH� WKLQ��
FROG�PRXQWDLQ�DLU�FDXVHG�P\� OXQJV�
to scream. 
5REE\��6WHYH�DQG�,�VHW�XS�RQ�WKH�NR-

NDQHH�JURXQGV�ZKLOH�0LNH�KHDGHG�IRU�
VWUXFWXUH�KH�KRSHG�ZRXOG�KROG�D�JLDQW�
ODNH�WURXW��2QFH�KROHV�ZHUH�GULOOHG�DQG�
P\�VKDQW\�ZDV�VHW�XS��5REE\�WXUQHG�RQ�
WKH�MLJJLQJ�PDFKLQH��6RRQ��VFKRROV�RI�
NRNHV�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�ÀLWWLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�
of the cone of the LCG sonar. 
It wasn’t long before Steve connected 

DQG�5REE\�FDXJKW�D�SDLU�RI�VDOPRQ��7KH�
NRNDQHHV�ZHUH�IDW��VLOYHU\���\HDU�ROG�
¿VK�WKDW�QXGJHG���SRXQGV�DQG�VHHPHG�
WR�KDYH�DQ�DI¿QLW\�IRU�SLQN��

³$�SLQN�DQG�ZKLWH�����RXQFH�3.�
)OXWWHU�)LVK�LV�RQH�RI�P\�EHVW�EDLWV�IRU�

NRNDQHHV�´�5REE\�VDLG��1RUWKODQG¶V�
5DWWOLQJ�%XFN�6KRW� LV�DQRWKHU�H[FHS-
WLRQDO�VSRRQ�IRU�NRNHV��
5REE\�LFHG�D�FRXSOH�PRUH�NRNDQHHV�

LQ�VKRUW�RUGHU�RQ�WKH�)OXWWHU�)LVK��,�KDG�
D�FRXSOH�RI�KDOI�KHDUWHG�VWULNHV��EXW�KDG�
D�KDUG�WLPH�KRRNLQJ�XS��,�VZLWFKHG�WR�
RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�LFH�¿VKLQJ�VSRRQV²D�
KRW�SLQN�6ZHGLVK�3LPSOH²DQG�DGGHG�
D�FRXSOH�RI�ZD[�ZRUPV�WR�WKH�WUHEOH��
,� VDZ� D� VFKRRO� RI� ILVK� RQ� P\�

+XPPLQELUG�+HOL[���JUDSK�DQG�,�WDQ-
WDOL]LQJO\�GDQFHG�WKH�VSRRQ�DERYH�WKH�
PDUNV�ZKLOH�VORZO\�UDLVLQJ�LW��7KLV�WLPH�
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�GRXEW�DERXW�WKH�KLW��DQG�
VHFRQGV�ODWHU�P\�¿UVW�ZLQWHU�NRNH�ZDV�
ÀRSSLQJ�RQ�WKH�LFH��
0LNH�UHWXUQHG�IURP�KLV�IRUD\�IRU�ODNH�

WURXW�DQG�DQQRXQFHG�KH¶G�KDG�D�FRXSOH�
ELWHV�EXW�GLGQ¶W�KRRN�XS��+H�VHW�DERXW�
MLJJLQJ�D�UDLQERZ�WURXW�FRORUHG�WXEH�
MLJ�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�EDQDQD�D�VKRUW�GLVWDQFH�
IURP�XV��%LJ�OXUH��ELJ�¿VK��0LNH�KRSHG�
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the jigging machine and the kokanee 
activity might attract a big trout. 
Shortly after, I heard a commotion 

RXWVLGH�P\�VKDQW\�DQG�ÀLSSHG�LW�EDFN�WR�
see Robby and Steve standing over the 
hole where Mike’s rod was bent double. 
About the time he gained a little line, 
the giant trout would head for bottom 
again and he’d start all over. This went 
on for 15 to 20 minutes before he got 
the trout close to the hole. As it passed 
beneath the ice, there was some doubt 
ZKHWKHU�LW�ZRXOG�HYHQ�¿W�WKURXJK�WKH�
10-inch hole. 

After the leviathan dove for bottom a 
couple more times, Mike gingerly steered 
WKH�¿VK¶V�KHDG�LQWR�WKH�KROH��6WHYH�JRW�
his hand under the laker’s gill plate and 
pulled it through the hole. Mike cradled 
the giant while Robby took a quick mea-
surement. The goliath stretched over 
35 inches and weighed in excess of 30 
SRXQGV��0LNH�KHOG�WKH�¿VK¶V�KHDG�LQ�WKH�
hole until it showed signs of recovery 
and the giant tail slipped from his hand. 

GEAR UP

Tackle for kokanee salmon is similar to 
what you’d use for crappies or walleyes. 
0HGLXP�OLJKW�VSLQQLQJ�RXW¿WV�ZRUN�
well. Length depends on whether you’re 
¿VKLQJ�LQ�D�VKDQW\�RU�RQ�WKH�RSHQ�LFH��
The 24-inch models are perfect in a 
shelter; long, 36-inch sticks are more 
forgiving when making a sweeping hook 
set. Opt for 1000- or 2000-size reels. 
Micro-spinning reels and their smaller 
spools cause too much line twist. Load 
the reels with 4- to 6-pound-test mono-
¿ODPHQW�RU�ÀXRURFDUERQ��$GG�D�EDUUHO�
swivel and a short leader to prevent line 
twist. Between the blustery conditions 
usually encountered and the crystal-clear 
waters typical of Western reservoirs, 
braided lines don’t seem to work as well. 
.RNHV�DUH�VSLULWHG�¿JKWHUV��WZLVWLQJ�

and bulldogging right up to the point 
you pull them though the ice. If the 
battle isn’t reward enough, the meat 
will undoubtedly be a treat for your 
taste buds. 

GO FISH
A few places to try your luck 

for kokanees on ice

Friend Dave Bryant targets winter 
kokes on Dillon Reservoir in 
Colorado. Unlike the immature 
kokes that were our objective, 
Bryant keys in on mature salmon 
that are collecting off the Snake 
River inlet where it feeds the 
reservoir. The salmon spawn 
successfully in the river. The mature 
kokes are much different than the 
immature fish. The males have 
a pronounced kype and turn a 
brilliant red with an olive-colored 
head. The flesh is not as orange, but 
is still firm and edible. 
 Bryant says he slays the kokes 
before anyone usually realizes 
there’s fishable ice. Because of the 
elevation of Dillon Reservoir, Bryant 
says it’s a ritual to hit the ice around 
Thanksgiving. High-mountain lakes 
in other Western states provide 
similar opportunities. 
 Look for outstanding winter 
kokanee action in Idaho lakes 
like Dworshak, Hayden, Pend 

Oreille, Deadwood and Lucky 

Peak reservoirs. Utah offers plenty 
of opportunities for kokanees 
in Strawberry, Flaming Gorge, 

Causey, and Porcupine reservoirs 

and Moon Lake. Anglers in the 
Cowboy State will find exceptional 
winter koke fishing in Hattie, Rob 

Roy and Flaming Gorge reservoirs. 
 Another friend, Jim Wallack, 
chases winter kokes regularly near 
his home in Kalispell, Mont., usually 
after dark. He uses a light in the 
water to attract zooplankton, which 
in turn attracts the salmon. 
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A jigging machine uses a 12-volt car  
battery with a windshield wiper motor and 
arm to jig a string of large, reflective spinner 
blades that attract schools of kokanees.



S
C

O
TT

 L
IN

D
EN

 (
M

A
IN

);
 S

H
U

TT
ER

S
TO

C
K

 (
O

P
P

O
S

IT
E)

58   MARCH 2023    GAFMAG.COM

DESTINATIONS

Oregon’s Crooked River sees fewer anglers than the nearby 

Deschutes but is home to plenty of wild rainbow trout.
By Scott Linden



A
treasure chest of trout waters, 
2UHJRQ�ERDVWV�OHJHQGDU\�À\�
¿VKLQJ�VWUHDPV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�WKH�
OXVK��HPHUDOG�JUHHQ�5RJXH��WKH�

VSDUNOLQJ�0F.HQ]LH�DQG�WKH�P\VWHULRXV��
EDFN�RI�EH\RQG�2Z\KHH��7KH�URXJK�
DQG�WXPEOH�'HVFKXWHV�KDV�LWV�IDQV��WRR��
HVSHFLDOO\�DPRQJ�WKH�VWHHOKHDG�FURZG��
%XW�VHOGRP�GR�\RX�KHDU�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�
'HVFKXWHV¶�XJO\�FRXVLQ��WKH�&URRNHG�
5LYHU��,W¶V�P\�SHUVRQDO�IDYRULWH�RI�WKH�
%HDYHU�6WDWH¶V�WURXW�VWUHDPV��DQG�LW�VLWV�
DWRS�WKH�OLVW�LQ�SDUW�EHFDXVH�WKH�KRUGHV�
DUH�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\�SXW�RII�E\�LWV�RXWZDUG�
DSSHDUDQFH��7KH�&URRNHG�LV�D�WULEXWDU\�
RI�WKH�VWRULHG�'HVFKXWHV��VKDULQJ�LWV�YRO�
FDQLF�RULJLQV�DQG�VWDUN�GHVHUW�FRQWH[W��
ZLWK�VRPH�UXQV�WKURXJK�FDQ\RQ�FRXQWU\��

7KLV�SURWRW\SLFDO�GHVHUW�WURXW�VWUHDP�
RIIHUV�D�GLIIHUHQW�VHQVRU\�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�
PRVW�RI�XV��WDQJ�RI�MXQLSHU��WRZHULQJ�SRQ�
GHURVD�SLQHV��SDVWHO�ZKLII�RI�YROFDQLF�DVK�
DQG�ZHGGLQJ�FDNH�OD\HUV�RI�EDVDOW�ZDOOV��
,W�DOVR�KDV�RQH�RII�SXWWLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�
WKDW�NHHSV�DZD\�WKH�ZLPSV�DQG�GDEEOHUV��

7KH� &URRNHG�5LYHU¶V� ZDWHUVKHG�
LV� IXOO�RI�YROFDQLF�VLOW� WKDW¶V�VR�¿QH�
LW�QHYHU�VHWWOHV²HYHQ�ZLWK� WKH�KHOS�
RI�LWV�PDMRU�LPSRXQGPHQW��3ULQHYLOOH�
5HVHUYRLU��7KH�VWUHDP�WULFNOHV�IURP�WKH�
ERWWRP�RI�%RZPDQ�'DP�WKH�FRORU�RI�
D�FRIIHH�VKRS�ODWWH��7KDW�PXUN\�ZDWHU�
IHHGV�D�EXPSHU�FURS�RI�DOJDH�WKDW�YH[HV�
DQG�LQIXULDWHV�D�Q\PSKHU��¿UVW�WKLQN�
LQJ�KH¶V�JRW�D�KRRNXS�RQO\�WR�GLVFRYHU�
WKH�JUHHQ��VOLP\�VWXII� LV�DOO�RYHU�KLV�
ORYLQJO\�FUDIWHG�À\�

*HW�RYHU� LW�DQG�JR�¿VKLQJ�DQ\ZD\��
/LNH�\RXU�¿UVW�FDU��WKH�&URRNHG�LV�IDU�
IURP�SHUIHFW��EXW�ZLOO� LQVSLUH�VWRULHV�
\RX¶OO�UHODWH�WR�¿VKLQJ�IULHQGV�IRU�\HDUV��
$QG�VSULQJ�LV�D�IDQWDVWLF�WLPH�WR�SUREH�
LWV�ULIÀHV�DQG�SRROV�

THE FISH AND THE FISHING

7KH�WURXW�DUH�D�XQLTXH�VWUDLQ�RI�LQWHULRU�
&ROXPELD�%DVLQ�UHGEDQG�UDLQERZV�WKDW�
OHDS�OLNH�$ODVND�VDOPRQ�IUHVK�IURP�WKH�
VDOW��,I�D�¿VK�FOHDUV�WKH�ZDWHU�E\�LWV�RZQ�
ERG\�OHQJWK��LW¶V�ZRUWK�D�ORQJ�GULYH��,I�
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The Crooked River will give up 
trout to high-sticked nymphs 
during the middle of the day.

The Crooked River passes through craggy 
canyons in Smith Rock State Park on  

its way to the Deschutes River.



a 12-inch rainbow vaults 3 feet in the 
air, I’ll put up with water the color of 
chocolate milk. Cool, alkaline, insect-
rich water gets the credit for breeding 
WKHVH�¿UP��EULJKW��ZLOG�¿VK��,Q�D�JRRG�
year, there are thousands per mile; in a 
bad water year, it’ll still have more than 
most Western streams.

March and April are notable for blue-
winged olive hatches. The bugs dance 
DERYH�WKH�ULIÀHV�DQG�DUH�SLFNHG�RII�E\�
aggressive rainbows. If you’re in the 
ULJKW�ULIÀH�RU�WDLORXW�DW�PLGGD\��EH�UHDG\�
for nonstop action. 
Shirtsleeve days are ideal, and for 

anglers looking for respite from linger-
ing winter conditions, there is no better 
place to be. But like a smile from across 
the room at a school dance, the BWO 

hatch is ephemeral, so don’t hesitate. 
Fiddle too long with your phone as you 
try and snap a photo of a freshly caught 
¿VK��DQG�\RX�PLJKW�ORRN�XS�WR�¿QG�WKH�
bugs gone and the trout down deep. 

WHERE TO START

7KH�¿VKLHVW�DQG�PRVW�DFFHVVLEOH�VHF-
tion is the 6 miles downstream from the 
dam, where State Highway 27 parallels 
the river and parking and camping are 
abundant. From 50 to 100 feet wide, 
it’s not that hard to wade, aside from 
the slimy algae that coats every pebble 
and rock you’ll slip on. On the Crooked, 
every few yards there’s something worth 
poking with a cast: boulders with resting 
places downstream, rock piles with slots, 
ULIÀHV��WXE�VL]HG�SRROV��(YHQ�WKH�JUDVV\�

bankside water is sometimes home to 
WURXW��3UREH�WKH�VKDGHG�DUHDV�¿UVW��GHHSHU�
channels any time and oxygenated bub-
bly water every time. 

Occasionally, the Crooked can get 
crowded, especially in spring. Making 
lemonade from that lemon is one of my 
favorite strategies. Newbies not scared 
away by the water’s color or dicey wad-
ing will hit the obvious spots before 
heading for the nearest craft brewery. 
,¶OO�IROORZ�WKHP��GURSSLQJ�D�À\�LQWR�WKH�
hidey holes they stumbled past. 
Here’s where the opaque water is 

your friend, letting you sneak in close, 
cast from upstream, high-stick from a 
nearby bank. While crossing the stream, 
I’ll scatter casts to the four points of the 
FRPSDVV��FRQ¿GHQW�WKH�FORXG\�ZDWHU�ZLOO�

TRIP PLANNER
There’s plenty to see and do in central Oregon when you’re not on the river.

On the dry side of a wet state, a spring trip to the Crooked River is a no-brainer. It’s a stone’s throw east of the hub city of Bend, 
where, no matter what you like to do, it’s probably in season. Spring skiing, golf and mountain biking are all a big deal in central 
Oregon. There are 25 craft brewers, several distillers and even a few wineries. 

Re-stock your fly box at shops in Prineville, Redmond or Bend. Lodging of all types (plus riverside camping) is plentiful in 
spring. Oh, and if you just can’t resist, the Deschutes runs right through Bend.

• BEND

• REDMOND

PRINEVILLE •

PRINEVILLE 

RESERVOIR

CROOKED 

RIVER

DESCHUTES 
RIVER

OREGON 
BADLANDS 

WILDERNESS

20

20
97

97
26

26

97

126

370

380

27

27

380

126
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Historically, gold has proved to be a reliable hedge 
against infl ation and economic uncertainty. Plus, 
gold bars are a convenient and popular way to 
invest in gold. PAMP® gold bars are one of the most 
trusted gold investment products on the planet.

Who Is PAMP® Suisse?
In a nutshell, PAMP Suisse is the world’s leading 
independent Precious Metals refi ner. An acronym, 
“PAMP” stands for Produits Artistiques Métaux 
Précieux (“artistic precious metals products,” in 
French). The company is completely independent 
of any government, and provides more than half 
of all the gold bars under 50 grams sold around 
“the world. They are so well respected in the 
gold industry, they are assigned as an ‘Approved 
Good delivery Referee’ to determine the quality of 
products by the London Bullion Market Association. 
Located in the southern part of Switzerland in 
Castel San Pietro, the company was founded 
in 1977.

The Highest Quality Standards!
PAMP Suisse Minted Gold Bars are certifi ed, 
assayed, guaranteed, and struck in 999.9% pure 
gold! These gold bars feature an obverse design 
portraying Fortuna, the Roman Goddess of fortune and the 
personifi cation of luck in Roman religions. PAMP Suisse’s exclusive 
Veriscan® technology uses the metal’s microscopic topography, 
similar to a fi ngerprint, to identify any registered product, aiding 
in the detection of counterfeits. The tamper-evident assay card 
makes it easy to tell if the bar has been questionably handled, 
while guaranteeing the gold weight and purity.

Order Now for Doorstep Delivery!
Add gold to your portfolio. PAMP Suisse Minted Gold Bars are 
available here in a wide variety of sizes—from one gram to one 
ounce—at competitive prices. PLUS, you’ll receive FREE 
Shipping on your order over $149. Call right now to get 
your PAMP Suisse Minted Gold Bars shipped to your door! 

PAMP Suisse Minted Gold Bars
1 gm Gold Bar $96  $89  + s/h
2.5 gm Gold Bar $229  $199  + FREE SHIPPING
5 gm Gold Bar  $449  $369  + FREE SHIPPING
10 gm  Gold Bar  $735 $679  + FREE SHIPPING
1 oz  Gold Bar  $2,229  $1,979 + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING! Limited time only. Product total over $149 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.
Actual sizes are 11.5 x 19 to 24 x 41 mm

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi liated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and 
involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed 
accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions 
(www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2023 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

GovMint.com • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. PMP125-02, Eagan, MN 55121

®

A+

First Call, 

First Served!

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

1-800-973-9208 Offer Code PMP125-02
Please mention this code when you call.

Gold You Can Trust!

Accredited by the Swiss Federal 
Bureau, each Pamp Suisse Gold 
Bar is individually registered 
and sealed within protective 
CertiPAMP™ packaging with an 
integrated and offi cial Assay 
Certifi cate that guarantees fi ne 
precious metal content and weight, 
protected with a removable fi lm.

World’s Leading 
Precious Metals 

999.9% Pure 
Gold

Individually 
Serialized Security 

Pamp® Suisse 
Gold Bars from 
Switzerland 

High-Purity 
999.9% Pure 
Gold

Affordable 
Fractional 
Sizes 
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cover me. If you can cast across your 
chest or back-handed, work in a roll 
cast or pull off a steeple, you’ll multiply 
your chances exponentially.

One of the most fascinating aspects 
of the Crooked is the redband rainbow’s 
gregarious nature. Catch one in a pool 
and you might catch another. Most 
ZLOO�EH��� WR���� LQFKHV�RI�¿QQ\�IXU\��
but a well-sunk nymph in the right 
place might pound up a 20-incher–or 
D�PRXQWDLQ�ZKLWH¿VK��7KHUH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�
twice as many of them as trout, offering 
a microsecond of excitement on those 
slow days.

STRATEGIES

You parked, jointed your rod and found 
four other guys cheek-by-jowl in your 
spot. Bust out the wading staff and cross 
WKH�ULYHU��<RX¶OO�¿QG�YLUJLQ�WHUULWRU\��D�
QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�QR�WUDI¿F��7LH�RQ�
a couple nymphs with an indicator and 
high-stick all that untouched water. 
7KH�¿UVW� WLPH�,�GLG� WKDW��,� MXPSHG�D�
PHJD�FRYH\�RI�YDOOH\�TXDLO��7DON�DERXW�
a sign. Otters, coyotes and chukars 
have all shared the water with me on 
the far side.
Dig into your box for Beadhead 

Prince Nymphs with darkish bod-
ies and some sparkle—peacock herl, 

white wings, wire, tinsel. Check your 
À\�RIWHQ�IRU�ZHHGV�DQG�DOJDH��3UR�JXLGH�
Dave Hogan at Fin & Fire in Redmond 
likes a Duracell Nymph above a midge 
SXSD�GURSSHU��2WKHU�À\�FKRLFHV�LQFOXGH�

*ULI¿WK¶V�*QDW��WKH�=HEUD�0LGJH�DQG�
PLFUR�PD\À\�Q\PSKV��7LPH�LW�ULJKW�
and you might be blessed with a pale 
morning dun or caddis rise. Add weight 
if you’re not getting hit; the big trout are 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the mountain 
ZKLWH¿VK��UXEELQJ�EHOOLHV�RQ�WKH�JUDYHO��

Once you’ve exhausted one spot, get 
in the rig and head for the next turnout 
or campground and try again. Risk a 
swim and wade to the big boulders in 
the middle and lob a nymph behind 
them. Sometimes you want shade, so 
GULYH�XQWLO�\RX�¿QG�LW��2WKHU�WLPHV��\RX�
want the sun’s warmth to stir bugs and 
FROG�EORRGHG�WURXW��+LW�DOO� WKH�¿VK\�
spots, then try some of the long, glassy 
glides between them with a big black 
Woolly Bugger. 

:KHQ�,�VWDUWHG�¿VKLQJ�WKH�&URRNHG��
back when beer came from Milwaukee, 
P\�À\�RI�FKRLFH�ZDV�DQ�RUDQJH�VFXG��,W¶V�
now come back into favor. Chironomids 
and water boatmen are also on my short 
list. Back in the day, fellow anglers 
scoffed when you “settled” for a day on 
the Crooked. After all, the Deschutes 
LV�MXVW�GRZQ�WKH�URDG��7KHVH�GD\V��DV�
they’re jockeying for position at a 
crowded Deschutes boat ramp, they’d 
be wise to start planning a trip to the 
Crooked River instead. 
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The murky water of the Crooked 
River, caused by volcanic silt, is 
off-putting to some anglers but 

not the trout that live there.

You’ll drive past lots of fishable river 
miles to get to the Crooked River, but 
your efforts will often be rewarded.
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After age 40, it’s common 
knowledge that performance 
begins to decline in many 
men. However, a new, 
performance empowering 
pill is showing that any 
relatively healthy man can 
now enjoy long-lasting, and 
frequent intimacy – at any 
age.

This doctor-designed 
formula, created by leading 
anti-aging expert Dr. Al 
Sears, has already helped 
men overcome low and 
sinking libido -- and has 
recently undergone a 
potency-enhancing update – 
with remarkable new results.

When the first pill -- 
Primal Max Black -- was 
first released, it quickly 
became a top-selling 
men’s performance helper, 
promoting intimacy across 
America.

It worked by supporting 
healthy testosterone levels. 
However, Dr. Sears soon 
realized that this isn’t the 
only challenge men face with 
performance. That’s when he 
turned his attention to blood 
flow.

And this became Primal 
Max Red.

PROBLEM IS, 
RESULTS ARE MORE 
MECHANICAL THAN 

HORMONAL

Truth is, once blood flow 
slows down for men, no 
matter how exciting it is, it 
won’t be enough without the 
necessary amount…

So enjoying intimacy 
without healthy blood flow 
becomes difficult for most 
men.

Luckily, a Nobel prize-
winning scientist discovered 
the simple answer to help 
support performance 
strength and confidence -- by 
boosting vital blood flow -- 

and enhancing this essential 
performance function.

Using this landmark Nobel 
Prize as its basis, Primal Max 
Red enhanced healthy blood 
flow for untold millions of 
men around the world with 
the use of strong nitric oxide 
boosters. 

While Primal Max Black 
helped maintain optimal 
testosterone, Primal Max 
Red tackles a lesser-known 
challenge.

Director, Al Sears MD, 
who has authored over 
500 scientific papers and 
has appeared on more 
than 50 media outlets 
including ABC News, CNN, 
ESPN, Discovery, National 
Geographic, Lifetime, and 
many more say, “Less than 
optimal blood flow can be 
part of a huge problem that 
affects a lot of men.  And it 
needed to be addressed once 
and for all, so men would 
not dwell on it. Then, once 
we optimized it and had a 
great deal of success, we set 
out to see if we could do even 
better.”

The former formula had 
excellent results. However, 
new research showed that for 
even faster, anytime, anywhere 
results, increasing the dose of 
a key compound was needed.

So, one of the three nitric 
oxide boosters in the new 
Primal Max Red, L-Citrulline, 
was clinically boosted to 9000 
mg, and the results were 
astounding. Which is no 
surprise considering that 5000 
mg is considered a “normal 
amount” -- giving the new 
version nearly doubled the 
blood flow boosting power. 

Men who had previously 
been unsure about their power 
and stamina were overjoyed to 
be back to their old selves and 
to get and maintain a healthy 
bloodflow when they needed 

it.

BETTER BLOOD FLOW, 
STRONGER RESULTS
The best way to promote 

healthy blood flow 
throughout the body is with 
the use of Primal Max Red. 
By using it, when exciting 
signals leave the brain, blood 
flows much faster like it used 
to.

This critical action is how 
men across the country are 
enjoying full and satisfying 
performance at any age. 
No need to bother with 
testosterone-boosting shots, 
blue pills, or shady capsules 
that have no effect. 

Primal Max Red can 
effectively promote healthy 
blood flow that most men 
can use for maximum 
intimacy. This is leading to 
more greater capacity and 
satisfaction, coupled with 
long-lasting performance.

“There was a time when 
men had little control when 
it came to boosting their 
blood flow,” Dr. Sears said. 
“But science has come a long 
way in recent years. And 
now, with the creation of 
nitric oxide-boosting Primal 
Max Red, men can perform 

better than ever, and enjoy 
intimacy at any age.”

Now for men across 
America, it’s much easier 
to stay at their performance 
peak as they get older.

HOW TO GET PRIMAL 
MAX RED (AND FREE 
PRIMAL MAX BLACK):

To secure free bottles of 
Primal Max Black and get 
the hot, new Primal Max 
Red formula, buyers should 
contact the Sears Health 
Hotline at 1-800-379-0411 
TODAY. “It’s not available 
in retail stores yet,” says Dr. 
Sears. “The Hotline allows 
us to ship directly to the 
customer.” Dr. Sears feels so 
strongly about Primal Max, 
all orders are backed by a 
100% money-back guaran-
tee.  “Just send me back the 
bottle and any unused prod-
uct within 90 days from pur-
chase date, and I’ll send you 
all your money back.”

Call NOW at 1-800-379-
0411 to secure your supply 
of Primal Max Red and 
free bottles of Primal Max 
Black. Use Promo Code 
PMAXGF223 when you call. 
Lines are frequently busy, but 
all calls will be answered!

ADVERTISEMENT

New Libido-Powering Pill Helps Men 
Enjoy Long-Lasting Intimacy - At Any Age

A new discovery that increases nitric oxide availability was 

recently proven to boost blood flow 275% - resulting in 

improved performance.

Men across America are raving about a newly enhanced potency supplement that  
helps achieve healthy blood flow on demand



64   MARCH 2023    GAFMAG.COM

For the author, his wife and their two children, 
turkey hunting is a family affair. Their success 
during the spring may require extra effort, but 
sharing the work and rewards is the point. 



M
y boots weighed all of 94 
pounds apiece, caked in goo-
H\�FRUQ¿HOG�PXG��,�VWUXJJOHG�
WR�ZDYH�IRJJ\�EUHDWK�IURP�

WKH�EHDP�RI�P\�KHDGODPS�ZKLOH�SODFLQJ�
D�'DYH�6PLWK�MDNH�GHFR\�ZKHUH�,�KRSHG�
GUHDPV�ZRXOG�FRPH�WUXH��%HDWV�PRV-
TXLWRV��,�JXHVV��0\�WKHQ���\HDU�ROG�VRQ�
anxiously awaited in the blind about 20 
\DUGV�EDFN�DJDLQVW�WKH�WUHH�OLQH��7R�EH�
KRQHVW��,�UHDOO\�ZDVQ¶W�VXUH�ZKHUH�D�
JREEOHU�PLJKW�EH�URRVWHG��EXW�,�NQHZ�
WKH�ELUGV�ZHUHQ¶W�IDU�

7KH�REMHFWLYH"�7R�GHOLYHU�P\�ER\�KLV�
¿UVW�VXFFHVVIXO�KXQW�

As fate would have it, a throaty long-
beard broke the pre-sunrise darkness not 
����\DUGV�IURP�RXU�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�,�NQHZ�
ZH�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�JDPH��7KH�*RRG�/RUG�
EOHVVHG�XV�ZLWK�D�JXOOLEOH�RQH�WKDW�PRUQ-
LQJ��:H�ZDWFKHG�WKH�VN\�WXUQ�PXOWLSOH�
VKDGHV�RI�RUDQJH�EHKLQG�D�¿QH�JREEOHU�
PDUFKLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�¿HOG�ZLWK�IHHW�MXVW�
DV�PXGG\�DQG�KHDY\�DV�P\�RZQ��-XVW�
DV�WKH�DQJU\�WRP�ZDV�DERXW�WR�KDPPHU�
WKH�GHFR\��P\�VRQ�IROGHG�KLP�RYHU�OLNH�
D�����RII�VXLW��,�ZDV�HODWHG�WR�WHDUV�

7KH�IROORZLQJ�VSULQJ��KLV�\RXQJHU�
DQG�KLJKO\�FRPSHWLWLYH�VLVWHU�GHFLGHG�
VKH�ZDV�QRW�WR�EH�RXWGRQH��6KH�ZDQWHG�
WR�WU\�WXUNH\�KXQWLQJ��WRR��$IWHU�VRPH�
LPSUHVVLYH�EUDYHU\�DQG�D�ZLOOLQJ�WR�
OHDUQ�DWWLWXGH��VKH�PDVWHUHG�WKH����JDXJH�
TXLFNO\�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\��$�ZHHN�ODWHU��DW�
��\HDUV�ROG��VKH�GXPSHG�KHU�¿UVW�JRE-
EOHU�OHVV�WKDQ�D�PLOH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�FLW\�
OLPLWV��,W�ZDV�DQRWKHU�GUHDP�FRPH�WUXH�
IRU�WKLV�RQFH�\RXQJ�IDWKHU�

7R�GDWH��P\�NLGV�KDYH�NLOOHG����DQG����
ELUGV�UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KHLU�VXFFHVV�LV�D�UH-
VXOW�RI�HDUO\�WHPSHUHG�LQYROYHPHQW��PLOG�
expectations, lots of snacks, boot leather 
and countless tanks of gas searching for 
WKH�EHVW�VSRWV�DQG�DFTXLULQJ�SHUPLVVLRQ��
,W¶V�D�IDPLO\�DFWLYLW\�ZH�DOO�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
to each year, and the rewards include a 
OLIHWLPH�ZRUWK�RI�PHPRULHV�WKDW�KDYH�
FUHDWHG�XQEUHDNDEOH�ERQGV��

PAYING IT FOWARD

'XULQJ� WKH�VSULQJ�RI�P\� MXQLRU�\HDU�
LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��D�EXGG\�LQYLWHG�PH�WR�
JR�WXUNH\�KXQWLQJ�DQG�LW�FKDQJHG�P\�
OLIH��7KDW�YHU\�¿UVW�VLW� LQ� WKH� WXUNH\�
ZRRGV�LV�RQH�,¶OO�QHYHU�IRUJHW��7R�WKLV�
GD\²���\HDUV� ODWHU²LW�ZDV�RQH�RI�
WKH�¿QHVW�JREEOLQJ�PRUQLQJV�,¶YH�HYHU�
ZLWQHVVHG��+DG�,�EHHQ�HYHQ�VRPHZKDW�
H[SHULHQFHG��,�PD\�KDYH�NQRFNHG�GRZQ�
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If you’re not hunting gobblers with 

your kids—or any kids for that matter—

you’re missing one of the greatest 

joys the outdoors can offer.
Story and Photos by Thomas Allen



P\�¿UVW�JREEOHU��0\�QRYLFH�ZD\V��KRZ-
HYHU��EXPSHG�DQ�HDJHU�WRP�EDFN�LQWR�
WKH�ZRRGV�

$�FRXSOH�GD\V�ODWHU��WKDW�VDPH�EXGG\�
LQWHUUXSWHG�DQ�DIWHUQRRQ�KXQW�WR�KHOS�
SXW�PH�RQ�D�WULR�RI�ORQJEHDUGV�WKDW�ZHUH�
FKLOOLQJ�RXW�LQ�D�FUHHN�ERWWRP��:H�UHOR-
FDWHG��DQG�DIWHU�D�PRXWKIXO�RI�VHGXFWLYH�
FDOOV��,�PDQDJHG�WR� OXUH�RQH�RI�WKRVH�
ELUGV�WR����\DUGV�DQG�KDQGHG�RXW�P\�
¿UVW�GLUW�QDS��,�ZDV�KRRNHG��,I�QRW�IRU�
P\�IULHQG¶V�LQYLWDWLRQ��,¶G�OLNHO\�QRW�EH�
FREEOLQJ�WKHVH�ZRUGV�WRJHWKHU�WRGD\��

6LQFH�WKH�GD\�P\�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�ERUQ��
,�KRSHG�ZH�ZRXOG�HQMR\�WKH�RXWGRRUV�
WRJHWKHU��,�WKRXJKW�VSULQJ�WXUNH\�KXQW-
LQJ�ZRXOG�EH�D�SHUIHFW�ZD\�WR�LQWURGXFH�

WKHP�WR�KXQWLQJ�IRU�D�ORW�RI�UHDVRQV��EXW�
,�NHSW�D�UHDOLVWLF�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�
PD\�QRW�HQMR\�LW�OLNH�,�GR��,�DOVR�NQHZ�LW�
ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKHP�WR�H[SHULHQFH�D�
FHUWDLQ�OHYHO�RI�VXFFHVV�HDUO\�RQ�LI�WKH\�
ZHUH�WR�GHVLUH�FRQWLQXHG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��
<RXQJ�KXQWHUV�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZK\�WKH\�
SXW�LQ�DOO�WKH�ZRUN��$�ÀRSSLQJ�WXUNH\�
LV�WKH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKDW�SUHSDUDWLRQ�

<RX�QHHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�VDPH�DSSURDFK�
ZKHQ�JHWWLQJ�NLGV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WXUNH\�
KXQWLQJ��6HW�WKHP�XS�IRU�VXFFHVV��EXW�
WHPSHU�\RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
0\�JRDO�KHUH�LV�WR�VKDUH�WKH�VWHSV�P\�

IDPLO\�WRRN�WRJHWKHU�WR�KHOS�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
EHFRPH�OHWKDO�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�ZRRGV��,W¶V�
P\�ZLVK�WKDW�\RX��DV�D�IDWKHU��PRWKHU��

JUDQGSDUHQW�RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYH��JHW�WR�HQMR\�
WKH�¿UH�LQ�D�NLG¶V�H\HV�ZKHQ�KH�RU�VKH�
LV�VXFFHVVIXO��,W¶V�WUXO\�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�
H[SHULHQFHV�,¶YH�KDG�DV�D�IDWKHU�

)LUVW��D�ZRUG�DERXW�WHOOLQJ�WKH�WUXWK��
,¶YH�EHHQ�DURXQG�D�ORW�RI�SDUHQWV�WKDW�
XVH�WHQGHU�WHUPV�ZKHQ�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ�DERXW�VKRRWLQJ�D�GHHU�RU�WXUNH\��
7KDW¶V�D�PLVWDNH��6RFLHW\�LV�GRLQJ�D�
JUHDW�MRE�RI�KXPDQL]LQJ�DQLPDOV��ZKLFK�
LQ�WXUQ�HDVLO\�GHPRQL]HV�KXQWLQJ�DQG�
RXU�ZD\�RI�OLIH��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�DQ�
LPSDFW��LW�VWDUWV�ZLWK�KRQHVW\�LQ�\RXU�
RZQ�KRPH��<RX¶UH�NLOOLQJ�DQ�DQLPDO�IRU�
D�SULPDO�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�
FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI�KHDOWK\�RUJDQLF�PHDW��
%H�VWUDLJKW�DERXW�WKDW�
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Thorough scouting, a blind and a 
decoy all contributed to the author’s 
son, Tommy, taking his first gobbler 
when he was 6 years old. 



It’s easy to make this part fun. We take 
out a stack of paper targets with a turkey 
head printed on them and a box of clay 
targets. Be sure to have quality eye and 
ear protection for you and your young 
shooters. The bang is the most likely 
thing to create target panic, so tempering 
that with percussion-reducing earmuffs 
will make shooting more comfortable. 
Since my children were shooting 

20-gauge shotguns, I stocked up on 
OLJKW�����RXQFH�¿HOG�ORDGV�WKDW�SURGXFHG�
minimal kick. These rounds were not 
to be used for turkey hunting, but they 
allowed our kids to understand where to 
aim at a gobbler and to take a number of 
shots without banging up their shoulder. 
I staged the clays at turkey-head levels 
in brush and on branches to give them 
visual targets to work with. When it was 
time to hunt, I slid a turkey round into 
WKH�JXQ��'XULQJ�P\�NLGV¶�¿UVW�KXQWV�,�
didn’t tell them, and they never knew; 
when the gun went off at a turkey, they 
didn’t notice the extra kick.

In our house, we’ve made it crystal 
clear that the meat we eat daily was 
provided by a once-living-and-breathing 
animal. We found this an easy conver-
sation to have, plus we added personal 
responsibility to the discussion. Each 
deer or turkey that occupies a spot in 
our freezer is labeled with the hunter’s 
name, so our kids know who provided 
food for the family. When it’s theirs, 
they beam with pride every time. 

EMBRACE PRACTICE  

AND SCOUTING

This should go without saying, but prac-
tice as much as possible. The more time 
your kids spend around guns, safely 
and effectively shooting them, the more 
FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�UHVSHFW�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH²
and that will lead to success. If you go 
through all the work to locate and call 
in a turkey, the last thing you want to 
see happen is your new hunter miss or 
wound an animal because he or she was 
ill-prepared. That’s on you.

We continue our practice regimen 
annually, and now it’s no longer neces-
sary for me to “hide” turkey loads from 
my kids when we’re hunting. My fam-
ily relies on Boss Tom heavy tungsten 
loads from Boss Shotshells, which add 
knockdown power with robust patterns at 
extended ranges. With the advancement 
of these loads, smaller-gauge shotguns 
have become very effective for turkeys. 
I suggest considering a 28-gauge or 
even a .410-bore for your youth hunter.

Our kids began turkey hunting with 
a scope mounted on the shotgun. I also 
suggest getting a shooting support of 
some sort. Early on we used the Caldwell 
Deadshot FieldPod and more recently a 
Bog DeathGrip. Both devices make it 
easy to keep the gun in position while 
minimizing movement.
It’s important to devote time to scout-

ing so you can locate and pattern birds. 
Of course, take young hunters with you 
when it’s feasible. I glass strut zones and 
DJ�¿HOGV�DV�RIWHQ�DV�SRVVLEOH��HYHQ�EHIRUH�
my workday starts. A couple hours on 
the road in the morning offers a fantastic 
view of the sunrise, coffee in hand. I 
generally make a few runs per week at 
least a month in advance of the season.
,¶P�D�ELJ�SURSRQHQW�RI�TXDOLW\�JODVV²

you get what you pay for. If you intend 

 GAFMAG.COM   MARCH 2023    67

Sibling rivalry can sometimes be a good 
thing. The spring after her older brother 

tagged his first bird, 5-year-old Taylor 
proved she was up to the task, too.  

A big smile framed by a longbeard’s fan 
is one of the greatest sights a parent 
can behold in the turkey woods.



SET UP RIGHT

There is a standing—and quite silly—
debate among turkey hunters about the 
use of blinds. Many members of the old 
school dislike them and say the only 
way to shoot a turkey is while sitting 
with your back to a tree. I won’t get into 
the debate, but I’ve taught my kids to 
hunt both ways. For obvious reasons, 
we started out sitting in a blind with a 
small spread of decoys and still employ 
the tactic as often as a situation demands 
it. We have fun this way, plus it offers 
comfort for extended periods of time and 
blocks movement that young hunters 
may not be able to control.
We’ve also spent some time running 

and gunning, and both my kids have been 
successful this way. Your goal should be 
to teach them woodsmanship, and both 
methods can help instill that skill. One 
step at a time.
Set up a blind in a location where 

your scouting has revealed turkeys are 
frequenting. If possible, face the blind to 
the west in the mornings, as this position 

to scout often, a good binocular will pay 
off big-time by reducing eye fatigue 
and providing durability. I scout with 
the Leupold BX-5 Santiam HD 15x56, 
which provides a comfortable view at 
long distances. When in a hunting sce-
nario, I downsize to the Santiam 10x50. 
(I’ve been through a lot of unreliable 
binoculars over the years, but Leupold’s 
models have proven tough as nails.)

Most of our hunts take place in Upper 
Midwest ag country, which allows for 
long-distance scouting. But our family 
lived and hunted in Alabama for several 
years where that type of scouting wasn’t 
an option. Trail cameras are as valuable 
to turkey hunters as they are to deer hunt-
ers. Use what you believe in; there are 
several quality brands that offer standard 
digital and cellular cameras. I’ve had 
years of great experience with Moultrie, 
and most recently the new Moultrie Edge 
cellular series cameras are outstanding. 
The information garnered with trail cam-
eras is critical to timing and setting up a 
successful hunt for your kids.  

KID DO’S
Take these steps to  

maximize fun.

1. Pack snacks. Keeping young 
hunters engaged starts through 
their stomach. If they are hungry, 
they’ll get crabby and want to leave 
too soon. I know they’re not super 
healthy, but Pop-Tarts and Goldfish 
saved a lot of hunts for my family 
through the years.

2. Leave your expectations at 

the truck. When your youngster 
decides the hunt is over, call it. The 
best way to kill desire is to force 
him or her to stay out there after 
the mojo is gone.

3. Let the kids call. Hunters 
are better callers than the birds 
themselves; it won’t scare a turkey 
away if a call doesn’t sound perfect. 
When a kid makes a turkey gobble 
with a call in his or her hands, the 
puzzle pieces begin to fall into 
place. Let that happen.

4. Find easy-to-access locations. 
Young hunters are not hard-core yet 
and need the experience to be as 
easy as possible. This means you 
need to do your homework to set 
the stage for an encounter.

5. Watch the weather, and dress 

for success. You can’t really over-
prepare here; an extra hoodie 
or even a blanket will help keep 
children comfortable longer. I’ve 
taken a small propane heater 
when the cold was unavoidable. 
If the weather looks really bad, 
pick another day. 
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Finding areas that hold birds and are easy for 
kids to access is a key task. Locate gobblers by 
glassing then pattern them with game cameras.





will eliminate sun in eyes and scopes. 
I speak from experience on this mat-
ter—long story.
Decoys are a necessary tool, but 

\RX¶OO�¿QG�WKH\�ZRUN�GLIIHUHQWO\�IURP�
one property to the next and from state 
to state. During our time in Alabama, 
we experienced mostly negative re-
sults with aggressive jake postures. 
We adjusted accordingly, and success 
followed. In the Midwest, we’ve ex-
perienced great results with aggressive 
jakes and even full-strut dekes. Let the 
data you collect during your scouting 
missions help determine what kind of 
decoy to use. Don’t be afraid to ex-
periment if something isn’t working; 
changing your decoy setup might make 
all the difference.

The important part is placing the 
decoys at 20 to 25 yards. We like to 
bring gobblers close, but you want to 
maximize the killing potential of turkey 
loads while allowing for some margin 
of error. At 20 or 30 yards, the pattern 
will be wide enough to accommodate 
a nervous shooter but still plenty dense 
to ensure a kill.

KID DON’TS
Avoid these mistakes that ruin hunts.

1. Expect perfect results. I can 
assure you that the best-laid plans 
will fall apart. I know it sounds like a 
cliché, but make the hunt about your 
kid. If your scouting was effective, an 
encounter will eventually occur. 

2. Rely on digital babysitters. One of 
the big reasons we introduce children 
to hunting is so they experience 
nature—and reduce their screentime. I 
know it’s easy to just throw an iPad at 
them to make the hunt last. Trust me, 
kids will find other ways to entertain 
themselves, especially if they are 
learning to run a call or practicing their 
aim at a decoy. Bring a coloring book 
or something. And don’t get glued to 
your phone, either.

3. Overstay your welcome. If you know 
the hunt is likely over for the day, don’t 
try to extend it. Head home, take a nap 

and return for the next hunt when it 
makes sense.

4. Force a bad shot. It’s a far better 
scenario to let a bird walk off if the 
angle is tough, or if one is hung up 
out of range, than to tell your kid to 
take a questionable shot. A wounded 
bird that escapes will hurt much worse 
than one you just let go. Perfect shot 
opportunities may not be common, but 
bad shots are easily avoidable.

5. Be negative. If the hunt goes 
wrong and your young hunter misses, 
or worse peppers the turkey and it 
escapes, do not get angry. It’s easy to 
be disappointed when things go wrong, 
but it takes maturity to redirect the 
inevitable gut ache by explaining the 
reality of the moment. It happens, but 
it offers a good lesson on why we must 
keep trying. 
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Continued practice builds familiarity and con-
fidence with a turkey gun. Optics often make it 
easier for kids —and adults—to direct patterns 
where they need to go for clean kills. 



Whether you are looking for an Upland walk-up hunt, a European Pheasant Shoot,  

0DOODUG��'RYH�RU�7XUNH\��*UH\VWRQH�&DVWOH�R㑅HUV�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�ZLQJVKRRWLQJ� 

and Sporting Clays combined with luxurious accommodations and gourmet meals. 

Contact us today for more information.

Texas Hospitality in an Extraordinary Setting

P.O. Box 158           Mingus, TX 76463           800.399.3006

www.greystonecastle.com     info@greystonecastle.com



MOMENT OF TRUTH

When a gobbler commits, make sure 
your young hunter is in position and 
IRFXVHG��UHO\LQJ�RQ�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�EXLOW�
during practice. It’s crucial that you 
hold it together and be the rock as the 
moment of truth arrives. Guide the 
\RXQJVWHU�TXLHWO\�DQG�FRQ¿GHQWO\�LQWR�
a slow and steady trigger pull when 
you’re sure the turkey is where it needs 
to be for a clean kill. When the gun goes 
off, prepare for a mixture of emotions, 
and don’t let your emotions overpower 
what the child is feeling. If it’s the 
NLG¶V�¿UVW�NLOO��WHDUV�RI�MR\�DUH�OLNHO\��
Cultivate that.
If the unfortunate occurs and the 

turkey runs off unscathed (expect it 
to happen at some point) don’t turn it 
negative. It is never the young hunter’s 
fault if the hunt falls apart. Congratulate 
or console, and be happy in both situa-
tions. It is supposed to be fun after all. 
,I�WKHUH�LV�D�ELUG�ÀRSSLQJ�LQ�WKH�GHFR\V��
let the celebration commence. 
Finally, preserve the memory. Save 

the fan, beard and spurs, take awesome 
SLFWXUHV�DQG�¿QG�D�SODFH�RQ�WKH�NLG¶V�
bedroom wall to remind him or her of the 
experience you shared together. When 
the time comes to prepare the meal your 
youngster has provided, highlight his or 
her contribution to the family’s health 
and wellness. A young hunter might 
love that part the most.

HUNTER EVOLUTION

I started with a brief story about my 
NLGV¶�¿UVW�WXUNH\V��DQG�WR�FORVH�,�ZDQW�
to illustrate their growing prowess. The 
spring season last year was one of my 
favorites. Like most adolescent boys, 
my 14-year-old son wanted some free-
dom and was insistent upon hunting by 
himself. After my wife and I talked it 
over, we decided to cut the cord and let 
him give it a try. He and I talked about 
where he wanted to hunt, his decoy 
setup, blind position and anticipations. 
He was in charge.

After I dropped him off, I stayed 
in the truck and scouted some other 
birds just in case we needed a Plan B. 
When my phone lit up with his incom-
ing call, only an hour after daylight, I 
NQHZ�ZH¶G�EH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�ÀRS�RYHU�
a piece of Casey’s breakfast pizza. He 
sat through sideways rain and cold wind 
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Taylor’s 12th turkey was the first she took 
while sitting outside a blind. As kids’ skills 
advance, encourage them to try new tactics.

Tommy, 14 years old last spring, hunted 
turkeys without his dad for the first time. 
Years of careful direction prepared him 
for a morning he won’t soon forget.



to lure three aggressive longbeards into 
easy 12-gauge range and then made a 
perfect shot. Oh yes, he’s graduated 
to a 12-gauge. 
0\�GDXJKWHU�NLOOHG�KHU�¿UVW�WXUNH\�

outside of a pop-up blind last spring. 
:H�IRXQG�D�ORQH�JREEOHU�LQ�D�KD\�¿HOG��
parked the truck and moved in. After 
a productive sneak that included some 
belly-crawling, we got into position 
and made a few calls. The longbeard 
showed up within minutes—just the 
way it’s supposed to happen. She made 
a perfect 25-yard shot. We also enjoyed 
some breakfast pizza while admiring 
her 12th turkey in the gorgeous and 
warming May morning sunlight. 
I’m beyond proud of my two turkey 

killers. Everything I’ve discussed above 
is based on how we made it work in 
our family. There may be unique sce-
narios in your youth-hunter dynamic 
that require a different perspective or 
DSSURDFK��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��WKRXJK��,�¿UPO\�
believe that the work you put in before 
the season will be the foundation on 
which success is enjoyed.

LIFESAVER ACCESSORIES
Two pieces of gear that make springs easier

I complicate our efforts some by
filming most of the hunts with my kids. 
We all enjoy reliving those moments in
the woods, but capturing them adds 
gear and weight. Several years ago, I 
bought a two-gun shooting cart from
Rugged Gear and converted it into a
turkey cart. It cradles the blind, two
chairs, camera and tripod, shotguns
and decoys—all on a platform that’s
easy to push along field edges, down
logging roads or across greenfields. 
It was an especially solid investment
when my kids were small and
incapable of carrying much of gear.

As we’ve started to hunt more 
without a blind, a low fold-up turkey
chair has been an awesome accessory
for my aging body. My back just can’t
take the hard ground coupled with a 
harder tree for very long. One of these

chairs adds hours of comfortable
sitting. It also encourages good 
shooting form without having to deal
with leg cramps of numb feet. We got
our chairs from Cabela’s, but there are
many good options on the market.

Boost Testosterone
Drive & Peak Performance

 These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product  is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. 
Not valid for online or mail-order purchases. 
Retailer: Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for
the face value plus 8 (cents) handling provided 

not properly redeemed will be void and held. 
Reproduction by any party by any means is 

fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to 

EXPIRES 05/31/23     MANUFACTURERS COUPONEXPIRES 05/31/23     M

SAVE $3.00

$3 COUPON redeemable at all Drug, Grocery and Health Food stores Nationwide

A blind, a couple chairs, two shotguns, a
bag of decoys, a camera with a tripod ... 
the author’s converted shooting cart hauls
it all when in pursuit of gobblers.



T
XUNH\�VKRWJXQV�FDQ�EH�DV�SXU�
SRVH�EXLOW�DQG�VSHFLDOL]HG�DV�
WKH�VFDWWHUJXQV�XVHG�IRU� WKH�
YDULRXV�FOD\�VKRRWLQJ�GLVFL�

SOLQHV��7KH�PDMRU�GLIIHUHQFH��EHVLGHV�
DSSHDUDQFH��LV�WKDW�VKRWJXQV�GHVLJQHG�
IRU�FOD\V�JDPHV�DUH�FDUHIXOO\�WDLORUHG�
WR�GHOLYHU�DQ�HYHQO\�VSUHDG�SDWWHUQ�RI�
VKRW�ZKHUH�WKH�VKRRWHU� ORRNV��ZKLOH�
WXUNH\�VKRWJXQV�VHQG�D�WLJKWO\�SDFNHG�
VZDUP�RI�SHOOHWV�ZKHUH�WKH�KXQWHU�DLPV��

7KDW¶V�D�ELJ�GLVWLQFWLRQ��DQG�LQ�SDUW�LW�
GURYH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�0RVVEHUJ¶V�
QHZ�����3UR�7XUNH\�
,W¶V�DOPRVW�FRXQWHULQWXLWLYH�WR�WKLQN�

RI�D�VFDWWHUJXQ�DV�D�SUHFLVLRQ�LQVWUX�
PHQW��\HW�SUHFLVLRQ�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�PRVW�
WXUNH\�KXQWHUV�GHVLUH��$�JREEOHU¶V�KHDG�
DQG�QHFN�FRPELQHG�DUH�URXJKO\�WKH�VL]H�
RI�D�GRYH��DQG�D�WXUNH\�JXQ�LV�FKDUJHG�
ZLWK�SXWWLQJ�DV�PDQ\�SHOOHWV�LQWR�WKDW�
]RQH�DV�SRVVLEOH��+LWWLQJ�DQ\�XSODQG�
ELUG�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�GR]HQ�SHOOHWV�LV�DOPRVW�
XQLPDJLQDEOH��EXW�IRU�WXUNH\V��KXQWHUV�
WKHVH�GD\V�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZHOO�RYHU�����
SHOOHWV�LQ�D����LQFK�FLUFOH�DW����\DUGV�
DQG�EH\RQG��7LJKW�FKRNH�WXEHV��VXSHU�

GHQVH�1R����DQG�1R����WXQJVWHQ�SHOOHWV�
DQG�RSWLPL]HG�ZDG�V\VWHPV�PDNH�LW�
KDSSHQ�ZLWK���LQFK����JDXJH�ORDGV�

7KH�WUDGHRII�LV�OHVV�URRP�IRU�HUURU�
ZKHQ�GHOLYHULQJ�WKH�SD\ORDG��,¶YH�VKRW�
VRPH�JXQ�FKRNH�ORDG�FRPELQDWLRQV�WKDW�
SXW�YLUWXDOO\�HYHU\�SHOOHW��VDYH�IRU�D�KDQG�
IXO�RI�ÀLHUV��LQWR�WKH�GLDPHWHU�RI�D�VRIWEDOO�
DW����\DUGV��7KDW¶V�QRW�PXFK�OHHZD\�
IRU�DLPLQJ�DW�D�WDUJHW�WKDW�KDUGO\�HYHU�
VWRSV�PRYLQJ��'RQ¶W�JHW�PH�ZURQJ��WKH�
SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�PRGHUQ�WXUNH\�JXQV�DQG�
ORDGV�LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�EHQH¿W��DV�ORQJ�DV�
\RX�SXW�WKH�SD\ORDG�LQWR�D�JREEOHU¶V�QHFN�
DQG�QRJJLQ��7KDW�UHTXLUHV�FDUHIXO�DLP�

(QWHU�RSWLFDO�VLJKWV��
6LQJOH�EHDGV�RQ�PRGHUQ�WXUNH\�JXQV�

DUH�UDUHU�WKDQ����SRXQG�JREEOHUV��7KHUH¶V�
D�JRRG�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV��$LPLQJ�DW�D�WXU�
NH\¶V�KHDG�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�EHDG�FDQ�EH�D�
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GEAR: RANGE REPORT

Mossberg

By Adam Heggenstaller

Gobbler hunters now have a shotgun optimized for optics.
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nightmare at any distance beyond 30 
\DUGV��$GMXVWDEOH�ULÀH�VW\OH�VLJKWV�ZLWK�
¿EHU�RSWLF�LQVHUWV�DUH�PXFK�EHWWHU��EXW�
HYHQ�WKH\�KDYH�WKHLU�GUDZEDFNV�ZKHQ�
VKRWV�VWUHWFK�SDVW����\DUGV��7KH\¶UH�ELJ��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�UHDU�FRPSRQHQWV�WKDW�IRUP�
WKH�QRWFK��DQG�WKH\�REVFXUH�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�
VPDOO�WDUJHW�WKDW�LV�D�JREEOHU¶V�SDWH��,W¶V�
GLI¿FXOW�WR�SUHFLVHO\�DLP�DW�VRPHWKLQJ�
you cannot see. 
1RQH�RI�WKHVH�SUREOHPV�H[LVW�ZLWK�RS�

WLFDO�VLJKWV��7KH\�SUHVHQW�D�WKLQ�FURVVKDLU�
RU�VPDOO�GRW�WKDW�DSSHDUV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�
SODQH�DV�WKH�WDUJHW��ZKLFK�PDNHV�DLP�
LQJ�HDVLHU��/RZ�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�VKRWJXQ�
VFRSHV�ZHUH�SRSXODU�IRU�D�VKRUW�WLPH��EXW�
ZKHQ�UHG�GRW�VLJKWV�ZLWK�XQOLPLWHG�H\H�
UHOLHI�FDPH�DORQJ��LW�ZDV�D�PDWFK�PDGH�LQ�
KHDYHQ��7KH�WUHQG�KDV�HYROYHG�WR�ZKHUH�
WLQ\�UHÀH[�VW\OH�UHG�GRW�RSWLFV�QRW�PXFK�

ODUJHU�WKDQ�D�KXQWHU¶V�WKXPE�KDYH�WDNHQ�
RYHU��DQG�WKH�0RVVEHUJ�����3UR�7XUNH\�
LV�GHVLJQHG�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKHP�

Rather than having a conventional 
GULOOHG�DQG�WDSSHG�UHFHLYHU��ZKLFK�UH�
quires attaching a base or rail and then 
PRXQWLQJ�WKH�RSWLF�RQWR�LW��WKH�����3UR�
7XUNH\¶V�UHFHLYHU�LV�PLOOHG�ZLWK�D�FXWRXW�
WKDW�GLUHFWO\�DFFHSWV�PLFUR�UHÀH[�VLJKWV�
ZLWK�WKH�6KLHOG�506F�IRRWSULQW��'RQ¶W�
OHW�WKDW�ODVW�SDUW�FRQIXVH�\RX��,W¶V�VLPSO\�
D�VHW�RI�VWDQGDUGV�WKDW�VSHFLI\�RYHUDOO�
OHQJWK�DQG�ZLGWK�RI�WKH�PRXQWLQJ�SRU�
WLRQ�RI�WKH�VLJKW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�KROHV�WKDW�DFFHSW�WKH�VFUHZV�XVHG�
WR�VHFXUH�WKH�VLJKW�WR�WKH�UHFHLYHU��7KH�
IRRWSULQW�LV�QDPHG�DIWHU�WKH�6KLHOG�UHÀH[�
VLJKW�WKDW�LQWURGXFHG�LW��PDLQO\�DV�D�ZD\�
WR�DWWDFK�WKH�PLQL�RSWLF�WR�VXEFRPSDFW�
KDQGJXQV���DQG�VLJKWV�ZLWK�WKH�IRRWSULQW�

DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP�%XVKQHOO��&ULPVRQ�
7UDFH��+RORVXQ��6,*�6DXHU�DQG�RWKHU�
PDQXIDFWXUHUV���

$WWDFKLQJ�WKH�RSWLF�GLUHFWO\�WR� WKH�
receiver eliminates the middleman com�
SRQHQW�RI�WKH�UDLO��7KLV�PDNHV�WKH�VLJKW�
VLW�ORZHU�RQ�WKH�JXQ��ZKLFK�SURPRWHV�
D�VROLG�FKHHN�ZHOG�RQ�WKH�VWRFN�ZKLOH�
ORRNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�RSWLF��$LPLQJ�D�
VKRWJXQ�LV�PXFK� OLNH�DLPLQJ�D�ULÀH��
PDLQWDLQLQJ�FRQVLVWHQW�FKHHN�WR�VWRFN�
FRQWDFW�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�JUHDWHU�SUHFLVLRQ��
DQG�RIWHQWLPHV�D�UHG�GRW�VLJKW�PRXQWHG�
WR�D�UDLO�VLWV�WRR�KLJK�IRU�WKH�VKRRWHU�WR�
DFKLHYH�D�JRRG�FKHHN�ZHOG�

7KH�ORZHU�PRXQWLQJ�V\VWHP�DOVR�SHU�
PLWV�XVH�RI�WKH�VKRWJXQ¶V�+L9L]�¿EHU�
RSWLF�IURQW�VLJKW�ZLWK�WKH�RSWLF�LQ�SODFH²D�
EDFNXS�SODQ�LI�D�EDWWHU\�ZHUH�WR�GLH�ZKLOH�
D�ELUG�LV�FRPLQJ�LQ�KRW��2I�FRXUVH��\RX¶OO�

MOSSBERG 

940 PRO 

TURKEY
mossberg.com

TYPE: semi-automatic shotgun

GAUGE: 12

CHAMBER: 3”

CAPACITY: 4+1 rounds

BARREL LENGTH: 18 1/2"

OVERALL LENGTH: 39 1/4"

WEIGHT: 7 1/4 lbs.

STOCK: composite; 
Mossy Oak Greenleaf

LENGTH OF PULL: adjustable, 
13"-14 1/4"

DROP AT HEEL: adjustable, 
2 5/8" factory setting

DROP AT COMB: adjustable, 
1 3/4" factory setting

SIGHTS: HiViz fiber-optic front; 
receiver cut for mounting optics 
with Shield RMSc footprint

CHOKE TUBE: extended, ported 
X-Factor XX-Full

MSRP: $1,189

SPECIFICATIONS
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The 940 Pro Turkey has enhancements
that Mossberg initially developed  
for competitive shooters, but it’s  
a gobbler-getter at heart.



want to check where the pattern impacts 
when aiming with the front sight before 
relying on it to save the day.

The big advantage offered by the 940 
Pro Turkey is the ability to pair it with 
D�ORZ�SUR¿OH�UHG�GRW�DQG�]HUR�D�SDWWHUQ�
IRU�FRQ¿GHQW�VKRWV�DW�ORQJHU�UDQJHV��EXW�
that’s far from the only feature gobbler 
KXQWHUV�ZLOO�¿QG�DSSHDOLQJ��7KH�JXQ�
has the same semi-automatic operating 

system Mossberg introduced in the 940 
-0�3UR�FRPSHWLWLRQ�VKRWJXQ��GHYHORSHG�
to run longer between cleanings than the 
company’s previous semi-autos. The 
key component is a gold-colored spacer 
that reduces the movement required 
of the gas piston to initiate the action 
cycle. Thanks to its ribbed and ventilated 
GHVLJQ��WKH�VSDFHU�PRGHUDWHV�IULFWLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�PDJD]LQH�WXEH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�

JDV�SLVWRQ��PDJD]LQH�WXEH��KDPPHU�DQG�
sear are nickel-boron-coated and the 
UHWXUQ�VSULQJ�SOXQJHU�LV�KDUG�DQRGL]HG�
aluminum to promote smooth operation. 
Mossberg reports that the system oper-
DWHV�UHOLDEO\�ZLWK�XS�WR�������URXQGV�
between cleanings.

Other upgrades the company has car-
ried over from the competition gun should 
prove to be welcome features in the turkey 
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A plate covers the small 
cutout in the receiver that 
accepts a red-dot sight for 
hunters who do not wish  
to use an optic.

Removing the cover reveals 
the mounting holes that 
are compatible with mini 
reflex sights having the 
Shield RMSc footprint.

The 940 Pro Turkey comes with 
an extended, ported X-Factor 

XX-Ful choke tube.

An oversized bolt handle and bolt-release  
button are competition-gun upgrades that 
benefit turkey hunters wearing gloves.

A beveled loading port and redesigned  
shell catch make it easier to fill and  
empty the four-round magazine tube. 

The gold-colored spacer minimizes gas-piston 
movement and friction with the magazine tube. 



woods. The oversized and beveled load-
ing port has a redesigned elevator and 
shell catch. These improvements were 
designed to allow competitive shooters 
racing against the clock to quickly stuff 
rounds into the magazine tube, but they 
also make it easier for turkey hunters to 
load up by feel before dawn. Similarly, 
the oversized charging handle and bolt-
release button are a cinch to operate 
when wearing gloves, and easing the bolt  
forward by riding the charging handle  
allows a hunter to chamber a round quietly 
without alerting the roost.

7KH�VOLP�SUR¿OH�IRUH�HQG�FUDGOHV�QLFH-
ly in the hand, and its checkering ensures 
it won’t slip against a glove. While the 
ROG�VFKRRO�0RVV\�2DN�*UHHQOHDI�¿QLVK�LV�
just for the turkey woods, the adjustable 
stock is another nod toward competitive 
VKRRWHUV�WKDW�KXQWHUV�ZLOO�¿QG�EHQH¿FLDO��
Spacers permit adjustment of drop, cast 
and length of pull from 13 to 14 1/4 
inches. The trigger, too, is worthy of a 
gun developed for competition. In the 
940 Pro Turkey I tested, it broke at a pull 
weight of about 4 pounds after a bit of 
take-up. Mossberg clearly understands 

the importance of a good trigger in a 
shotgun meant to deliver precise patterns. 

The 940 Pro Turkey is available with 
two barrel lengths: 18 1/2 and 24 inches. 
Both come with Mossberg’s X-Factor 
XX-Full ported choke tube, which has 
a constriction of 0.670 inches. I much 
prefer a short barrel on a turkey gun 
because there is less chance of it hang-
ing up in the undergrowth when I have 
to make a late adjustment to my posi-
tion, so I opted to test the 18 1/2-inch 
version. I mounted a Holosun HS407K 
UHÀH[�VLJKW�WR�WKH�UHFHLYHU�

At the range, patterns with 2-ounce 
1R����$SH[�7XUNH\�7XQJVWHQ�6XSHU�6KRW�
and 1 3/4-ounce No. 7 Federal Premium 
Heavyweight TSS loads were impres-
sive. With each load there were more 
than 100 pellet holes in a 10-inch circle 
at 50 yards, and the patterns were even 
with no gaps that would leave a gobbler 
unscathed. Recoil from the 7 1/4-pound 
gun was stout but not punishing, the 940 
Pro Turkey’s gas system and cushiony 
recoil pad helping to reduce some of the 
kick. There were no failures to feed or 
¿UH��DQG�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�ORDG�DQG�XQORDG�

the gun smoothly. The redesigned shell 
catch, in particular, was much improved 
over other Mossberg shotguns I’ve 
tested, and removing rounds from the 
magazine tube was no longer a source 
of frustration.
I carried the 940 Pro Turkey for almost 

a month during seasons in Pennsylvania 
and North Carolina. A few of those hunts 
began before daybreak and stretched 
into the mid-afternoon, my mapping 
app showing that I hiked more than 6 
miles on several occasions while try-
ing to get away from other hunters on 
public land. There was no time during 
any of those hunts where I felt like the 
gun was weighing me down. It carried 
nicely on my shoulder, freeing up my 
hands to run calls and pick morels when 
the birds weren’t talking.
I didn’t kill a bird with the gun, but 

I had several close calls and passed on 
a shot at an estimated 60 yards. Having 
a gun with the capability to reach out 
is reassuring, but I didn’t see the point 
in stretching it. The Mossberg 940 Pro 
Turkey will force you to make those 
kinds of decisions. 

WHERE TO GO

(731) 253-2007
REELFOOT LAKE TOURISM COUNCIL

1605 State Route 21 E, Tiptonville, TN 38079-3025
www.reelfoottourism.com   email: visit@reelfoottourism.com

FYlmj]�k�_j]Yl]kl�_a^l�lg�gml\ggj�]fl`mkaYklk&
J]]d^ggl�DYc]�ak�dg[Yl]\�af�Fgjl`o]kl�L]ff]kk]]�af�l`]�Eakkakkahha�

>dqoYq�Zjaf_af_�l`gmkYf\k�g^�oYl]j^god�^gj�`mflaf_&�9�^Yngjal]�dYc]�
^gj�Úk`af_�dYj_]�hghmdYlagfk�g^�;jYhha]$�:dm]_add$�:Ykk�Yf\�;YlÚk`&
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Liquid is shown to work faster than pills or lube.
However some men prefer PRO+PLUS  XTREME 
pills or lube as an excellent alternative.

POWER SEX-ESS AUDIO CD  ATTRACT WOMEN
Programs your mind to make you more confi dent. 
Hidden subliminal messages sends commands into 
your subconscious mind.

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER
Can Help Raise Testosterone Levels. Increase Drive, 
Libido, Performance, Energy Stamina And Strength. 

Reduce recovery time between intervals. Can 
increase performance in 3 to 4 days.

Dr. Bross All Natural Herbal Liquid
Can Work Faster Than The Blue Pill

Greater Stamina & Longer Lasting Performance

PRO+PLUS XTREME
Can Work In 30 Minutes Effective Up To 12 Hours.
Take with or without your favorite beverage.

Pro+Plus Xtreme is a professional strength 
liquid formula that digests quickly for immediate 
erections, increased blood fl ow and can help 
you maintain a fi rm erection. 

SEXCITER LIQUID 
Excites women better 
than Spanish fl y. A 
couple of drops 
mixed with or without 
her favorite beverage 
can increase libido.
ATTRACT-A-MATE 
Human pheromone 
spray can make 
women desire you.

Super Formulas See FREE Special Offer Online

I’m Sheri, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Xtreme while listening to the 
Ever-Last Subliminal Audio CD and he 
satisfi es me every time.

  EVERLAST AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  POWER SEX_ESS AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women $25.00 $
  ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromone to Attract Women $25.00 $

Name (Print. I am over 18 and agree to the terms of ProPlusMed.com)

Address / City / State / Zip

�  Check  �  Money Order  �  Cash

Total From Other Side $
Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $   14.95

Total Enclosed $
© 2020 Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.  This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. V211

www.ProPlusMed.com    

Pro+Plus XTREME Lube or Pills or Liquid

Pills �Lube � Liquid �

Money Back Guarantee

%ASY�4O�5SE�s�1UICK�!BSORPTION�s�&AST�!CTING�s�"E�2EADY�!NYTIME

1 Jar �  $50 1 Bottle �  $60 1 Bottle �  $75 $
2 Jars �  $85 2 Bottles �  $100 2 Bottles �  $125 $
3 Jars � $100 3 Bottles �  $120 3 Bottles �  $150 $

Results in
30 Minutes to 1 Hour.

Results in 
1-2 Hours.

Results in 
2-3 Hours.

1 Jar 
60 Applications

1 Bottle
60 Capsules

1 Bottle
60 Servings

Can increase sex drive and performance
Testosterone BoosterMYTMAX 30 Days + 30 Days FREE �  $45    $

120 Days + 120 Days FREE �  $110  $
One Year Supply �  $150  $

EVER-LAST AUDIO CD
Control Premature Ejaculation Programs your 
mind to help blood fl ow and help give you more 
control, fi rmer erections and performance.

Mail Payment to: Avid Pro Medical Dept. 33GEA
22287 Mulholland Hwy Box #416, Calabasas, CA 91302

CREDIT CARD ORDERS OR CHECK BY PHONE

FOR THE FASTEST WAY TO RECEIVE YOUR ORDER: Order Online: WWW.ProPlusMed.com

Customer service inquiries 1-747-230-5000   Se Habla Español
PAYPAL us at our email: DELUXE69@EARTHLINK.NET

Call our personalized service representatives: 
Eve 707-931-1001 or Mari 707-684-1468

Call us about our products. We’ll give you important information you can trust.
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GEAR: PRICE POINTS



BROWNING 

KANAWHA
MSRP: $99.99, jacket; $99.99, pant 

browning.com

If you’re looking to get into quality rain 
gear for less than $200, the Kanawha 
jacket and pant are top choices. The two-
layer polyester fabric is coated for water 
resistance and bonded to a waterproof, 
breathable membrane with a moisture 
vapor transmission rate that Browning 
says is on par with performance-leading 
garments. While I had no way of testing 
WKLV�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\��,�FKDVHG�EHDUV�ZLWK�
hounds around the mountains of Idaho 
last spring while wearing the Kanawha 
set and had no issues with rain or sweat. 
)XOO\�WDSHG�VHDPV�NHSW�ZDWHU�IURP�¿QG-
ing its way inside, and the outer fabric 
stood up to crawling through the brush. 
The jacket has a three-piece, fully adjust-
able hood, while the pant has two-point 
articulation in the knee area and features 
side leg zippers that run from the ankle 
to the waist. Both pieces stuff into a 
pocket for packing.

KUIU KUTANA 

STORM SHELL
MSRP: $359, jacket; $299, pant 

kuiu.com

Kuiu is known for high-tech fabrics, 
and the Kutana Storm Shell jacket and 
pant are loaded with them. The new 
Toray Entrant microporous hydrophobic 
membrane maintains breathability when 
activity level is low, keeping moisture 
from building up inside the garments 
when you stop to glass or wait out an 
animal. Stunner Stretch exterior fabric 
is lightweight—the jacket weighs 18.3 
ounces and the pant 15.5 ounces—but 
durable and has a K-DWR treatment. 
The seams are fully sealed with a new 
tape developed to last longer. The jacket 
contains four pockets and pit zippers, and 
the pant has two zippered cargo pockets 
and a built-in belt. I pretty much lived 
in the Kutana pieces for a week while 
hunting in Alaska last fall, and they were 
both comfortable and tough enough to 
ward off alders, devil’s club and abrasion 
from rocks while making stalks.

PNUMA 3L 

ELEMENT PROOF
MSRP: $260, jacket; $240, pant 

pnumaoutdoors.com

The three-layer construction of the 
Element Proof gear combines a quiet 
outer shell with a windproof mid-layer 
and a semi-stretch inner liner for more 
breathability. A high-performance mem-
brane and a 3M C4 DWR coating result 
in excellent waterproof and moisture 
vapor transmission ratings. The outer 
shell offers four-way stretch for ease 
of movement, and honeycomb-shaped 
Pnumaguard overlays on the shoul-
ders, elbows and knees protect these 
areas from abrasion. The pant has full 
Aquaguard leg zippers and two zippered 
slash pockets, while the jacket features 
a three-piece hood with a built-in visor 
to keep rain and sun out of your eyes.
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hane had practiced his calling, 
scouted thoroughly and knew 
he was ready to hunt turkeys 
on his own. After a couple more 

weeks of hunting together, his father 
agreed. The next Saturday morning he 
and his father drove to the woods well 
before dawn. When they heard two birds 
gobbling, Shane’s father started after 
one bird while Shane headed toward 
the other. 
He hadn’t fully set up before he heard 

WKH�ELUG�GRXEOH�JREEOH�WKHQ�À\�GRZQ��
Shane yelped lightly. Moments later he 
saw the top of the tom’s white head bob-
bing through the oak forest, 75 yards out, 
as the turkey made its way toward him. 
At 60 yards the bird unleashed a thunder-
ous gobble that stunned the young man.
Shane began to shake. His breathing 

turned heavy. He dropped his box call, 
and it hit the leaves with a squawk. But 
the noise only seemed to entice the big 
gobbler, strutting and now in range.
Shane fought his faculties to even 

raise his gun. He tried in vain to quietly 
VOLGH�LWV�VDIHW\�WR�¿UH��:KHQ�LW�FOLFNHG��
the gobbler with ship rope for a beard 
perked up, fully extending its head as it 
H\HEDOOHG�KLP��7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�6KDQH�¿UHG�

Through the chaos of recoil he heard 
a whooshing sound and glimpsed the 
JREEOHU�WKURXJK�WKH�WUHHV�DV�LW�ÀHZ�RII��
6KDQH�KDG�MXVW�PLVVHG�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�
turkey he’d ever shot at. Yet he couldn’t 
believe what he’d just seen, so he walked 
WR�ZKHUH�WKH�ELUG�ZDV�ZKHQ�KH�¿UHG��
Finding no sign of a hit, the defeated 
hunter shook his head and sulked back 
to the truck. 

Along the way his mind raced with 
thoughts. Most of them had to do with 
what he would tell his father, who no 
doubt had heard the shot.

I think my sights are off, he practiced. 
But he quickly realized that was no good, 
because the shotgun only had a brass 
EHDG�DQG�LW�ORRNHG�¿QH�
Next, he tried to talk himself into a 

scenario where the gobbler bobbed its 

head right as he pulled the trigger. But 
that reeked of an excuse, and he knew 
where his father stood on excuses.

As Shane exited the woods, he saw his 
father sitting on the tailgate of the truck 
with a huge smile on his face. It quickly 
melted into a look of concern when he 
noticed Shane wasn’t carrying a bird.

“Well, where is he?”
³+H�ÀHZ�RII��'DG�´
³'LG�\RX�KLW�KLP�DW�DOO"�+H¶V�SUREDEO\�

dead somewhere,” said Shane’s father. 
“Let’s go get him.”

“No,” said Shane before his father 
could move. “I think I hit a branch, 
EHFDXVH�,�GLGQ¶W�¿QG�DQ\�IHDWKHUV�RU�
anything.” Now Shane was holding back 
tears, and that embarrassed him as much 
as missing the turkey.
Shane’s father cocked his head. “Was 

it a tree or a branch, son?”
“A branch.”
“What range?”
“Probably 30 yards,” said Shane.
“A small branch is no match for a pat-

tern of 3-inch No. 6s at that range. Are 
you sure you didn’t just miss? You know, 

sometimes it happens, especially when 
people get excited. Were you excited?”
Shane shook his head yes.
³'DG�´�VDLG�6KDQH�ZKLOH�WDNLQJ�D�

deep breath, “after thinking about it, I 
think I just missed.”

6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�UXIÀHG�KLV�VRQ¶V�KDLU��
“Truth be known, I missed a bird once, 
when I was even older than you are. I 
got so revved up that I just pulled the 
WULJJHU��'RQ¶W�WKLQN�,�HYHQ�DLPHG��%LJJHVW�
bird I’d ever seen, too.”

“You never told me that story be-
fore,” said Shane.

“Yeah, and there’s a reason for it, son. 
A man can cry at times and even complain 
about his company on rare occasion. But 
he should never, ever, admit when he 
misses a turkey with a shotgun.”

“So why are you telling me now?” 
asked Shane, wearing a hint of a smile.

“I’m trying to make you feel a little 
better today, because starting tomor-
row, I’m going to poke fun of you. It’s 
turkey hunting, not life and death, son. 
Sometimes we all need to be reminded 
of that.” 
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Excuses, Excuses
Admitting to a miss is worse than the miss itself.
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