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R
ight about now is when many folks either reconsider or seriously commit 
to their New Year’s resolutions. I’m doing the latter. I promised my kids, 
DQG�P\VHOI��WKDW�,�ZRXOG�WDNH�WKHP�¿VKLQJ�PRUH�RIWHQ�LQ�������DQG�,�SODQ�
to follow through with it. 

6KRXOGQ¶W�EH�WKDW�GLI¿FXOW��ULJKW"�1R��LW�VKRXOG�QRW��EXW�,�VWLOO�H[SHFW�VRPH�FKDO-
lenges. These come in the form of age (two pre-teens who some days act like they’re 
going on 6 and other days like they’re about to turn 16); sports (practice and games 
make it necessary to schedule time on the water in advance, which takes away some 
of the fun that comes with a spontaneous afternoon trip to the river); technology 
(“Get off your tablets!”); friends (hanging out with them is cooler than spending 
time with Dad) and probably a dozen other things that life will throw in the way. 

%XW�WKHVH�DUH�PHUH�H[FXVHV�WR�OXPS�LQWR�WKH�VDPH�FDWHJRU\�DV�LW�EHLQJ�WRR�FROG��
WRR�KRW��WRR�HDUO\�RU�WRR�ODWH�WR�¿VK��7KH�UHDOLW\�LV��WRGD\¶V�ZRUOG�PRYHV�DW�D�IDVWHU�
pace than ever for both adults and children, and we have to make a conscious ef-
fort to slow down. That’s at the heart of my resolution: Show my kids how to slow 
GRZQ�WR�¿VK��DQG�KRZ�WR�¿VK�WR�VORZ�GRZQ²HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�IRU�MXVW�D�FRXSOH�KRXUV�
on a glorious Tuesday afternoon when there is no homework or band practice. 
,�RZH�WKH�FUHGLW�WR�P\�GDXJKWHU�IRU�PDNLQJ�PH�UHDOL]H�ZH�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�¿VK-

ing nearly enough. “Dad,” she asked late last year, “when am I going to get my 
RZQ�WDFNOH�ER[�DQG�ZKHQ�FDQ�,�XVH�LW"´�$IWHU�WKH�ZLQGIDOO�RI�D�ELUWKGD\�IROORZHG�
FORVHO\�E\�&KULVWPDV��VKH�QRZ�KDV�WKDW�WDFNOH�ER[�DQG�D�QHZ�URG�DQG�UHHO�WR�JR�
ZLWK�LW��6KH¶V�FOHDUO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK��DQG�MXGJLQJ�E\�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�VKH�
DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�PRGHVW�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�OXUHV�,�LQFOXGHG�LQ�KHU�WDFNOH�ER[��VKH¶V�UHDG\�
WR�PRYH�EH\RQG�WKH�EDLW�DQG�EREEHU�WHFKQLTXH�
If you’ve been in the same spot as me, I’d like to hear your thoughts on what 

baits and lures your children or grandchildren or neighbor kids had the most suc-
FHVV�XVLQJ��:KDW�GLG�WKH\�FDWFK��DQG�KRZ�GLG�\RX�KHOS�WKHP�JR�DERXW�LW"�:KDW�OXUH�
GLG�WKH\�WKLQN�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�IXQ�WR�¿VK"�/HW¶V�FRPSDUH�QRWHV��P\�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�
LV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�ULJKW�FROXPQ�RQ�WKLV�SDJH���0\�GDXJKWHU�KDV�D�WDFNOH�ER[�WKDW�
QHHGV�¿OOLQJ�EHIRUH�VSULQJ�

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

Time to Fish
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full and Last Quarter 
(Last Q). Times listed represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.
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For your own 2023 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock, go to moontimes.com or send $11.95 each, plus $3.75 shipping/handling 
per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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Whether you are looking for an Upland walk-up hunt, a European Pheasant Shoot,  
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Contact us today for more information.
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W
hen most hunters work with 
WKHLU�ULÀHV�LQ�WKH�RII�VHDVRQ��
they do so when the weath-
er is good, and by good, I 

mean warm. Even if they test loads 
when temperatures are more moderate, 
it’s very possible that when hunting 
season rolls around it might be much 
colder. I once deer hunted in Montana 
when it was 8 degrees below zero, and 
I’ve had a Saskatchewan deer hunt that 
was way colder than that! Most shoot-
ers have heard that when it’s cold, am-
munition performs differently. That’s 
true, but the big question is: Is the dif-
ference enough to matter?

There are two ways that the cold can 
alter the performance of your ammunition. 
7KH�¿UVW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�DLU�GHQVLW\��DQG�
the second has to do with the gunpow-
der. Cold temperatures are the problem 
with both, but the cold works to increase 
your bullet’s trajectory in two different 

ways. So, let’s start with cold air, then 
ZH¶OO�ORRN�DW�FROG�DPPXQLWLRQ��DQG�¿QDOO\�
we’ll combine the effects of both to see 
if it matters enough to make you miss.

COLD AIR

When the air is colder, it has more density. 
This greater density increases drag on 
your bullet. As an example, let’s look at 
Winchester’s 125-grain Copper Impact 
ORDG�IRU�WKH�����&UHHGPRRU��7KH�¿UVW�OLQH�
in Chart 1 details the trajectory for this 
load with a muzzle velocity of 2840 fps 
at 75 degrees. The second line shows the 
trajectory for this same load at 25 degrees. 
The third line in this chart shows the dif-
ference between these two trajectories. 
It’s clear that the colder air increases 

bullet trajectory. However, with a differ-
ence of only about 2.5 inches at 500 yards, 
it’s probably not enough to worry about 
if you’re shooting at a big-game animal. 
On smaller targets, this may matter more.

COLD POWDER

When it is cold, gunpowder becomes 
harder to ignite. This can cause reduced 
burning temperatures, which translates to 
reduced pressure. And, when the pressure 
LQVLGH�WKH�FKDPEHU�RI�\RXU�ULÀH�LV�UHGXFHG��
velocity is reduced as well. Unlike how 
we can predict how denser air will impact 
trajectory, it’s not as easy predicting how 
the cold will affect gunpowder. This is 
because some powders are more resistant 
to temperature variations than others. 

To see how drastic this tempera-
ture impact might be, I put a box of 
Winchester’s 125-grain Copper Impact 
load in the freezer for a week. I then 
tested some of that load that was at a 
temperature of 75 degrees alongside the 
ammo that came out of the freezer at 25 
degrees. The results are in Chart 2 and 
show the difference between the 2840 
fps velocity of 75-degree ammo and the 
2733 fps velocity of the colder ammo.
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Cold air is denser and increases 
bullet drag. Cold powder can reduce 
velocity. At less than 400 yards, 
though, these effects are minimal.

SHOOTING

CALCULATIONS

How much does 

temperature affect 

bullet trajectory in extreme 
cold-weather conditions?

By Richard Mann



The 50-degree difference in tempera-
ture caused this load to lose 107 fps. 
That’s on the extreme of what is com-
mon, and at 500 yards, the difference 
in trajectory could cause your bullet 
to miss the vital zone of a big-game 
animal. At closer distances, just as with 
air density, the difference is not enough 
to worry about. 

COLD COMBO

Now, if you’re hunting and your ammo 
is at 25 degrees, most likely the air tem-
perature will be around 25 degrees, too. 
This means, in the real world, you must 
consider both the colder air and the colder 
ammo. Chart 3 details how these two 
combined will affect trajectory. As you 
can see, when the cold air and cold ammo 
are considered together, you might miss 
the kill zone of a deer at 400 yards.

As problematic as this might seem 
DW�¿UVW��VRPH�DPPXQLWLRQ�LV�KDUGO\�DI-
fected at all by the cold. This is usually 
because it’s loaded with special powders. 
In addition to the Winchester load, I 
also tested a load from Hornady and 
another from Remington. The 50-degree 
colder Hornady load was only 7 fps 
slower than when it was at 75 degrees, 
and the Remington load was only 29 
fps slower. This is not enough velocity 
loss to matter even if you’re shooting 
at extreme distance.

All these loads were tested in a Nosler 
0RGHO����ULÀH��DQG�&KDUW���GHWDLOV�WKHLU�
performance. It’s worth noting that the 
Hornady and Winchester loads shot mea-
surably better groups when cold than 
when warm. Both also had less velocity 
variation when they were cold than when 
they were warm. The Remington load was 
slightly less precise but statistically within 
the margin of error regarding maximum 
velocity variation and precision on target.

DECIPHERING THE DATA

So, what can we learn from all this data? 
Well, it’s obvious that air and ammo tem-
peratures matter. But it’s also obvious that 
at sensible shooting distances—inside 400 
yards—and when using modern cartridges 
like the 6.5 Creedmoor, it won’t matter 
enough to make you miss a deer. 

The challenge comes when you start 
extending the distance beyond 400—and 
especially beyond 500—yards. At those 
distances, large temperature swings can 
easily cause a miss. You should also keep 

in mind that these variations go both 
ZD\V��,I�\RX�VLJKW�LQ�\RXU�ULÀH�ZKHQ�
it’s cold outside and then hunt when it’s 
a lot warmer, your bullet can hit high.
Misses due to temperature differ-

HQFHV�FDQ�DOVR�KDSSHQ�ZKHQ�¿ULQJ�DW�
smaller targets where minimal point of 
impact shifts are more detrimental. A 
temperature-caused shift of a few inches 
on a long-range shot at an animal with 
a smaller vital area like a coyote, for 
example, could be more consequential.

But, for most hunters in most situa-
tions, air and ammo temperatures aren’t 
too concerning. If you’re not sending 
bullets into the next ZIP code, worry more 
about keeping your feet, hands and body 
warm so you can hunt longer. A cold, 
miserable, shivering hunter will have 
far more impact on accuracy than will 
cold ammo and cold air. Warm hunters 
shoot better than cold ones. My advice 
is to buy warm boots, gloves and clothes 
for your extreme cold-weather hunts. 

CHART 1: AIR TEMPERATURE

TEMP/
VELOCITY

100 YARDS 200 YARDS 300 YARDS 400 YARDS 500 YARDS

75°/2840 fps 0 -3.54 -12.97 -29.31 -53.83

25°/2840 fps 0 -3.63 -13.35 -30.39 -56.25

DIFFERENCE 0.09 0.38 1.08 2.42

CHART 2: AMMO TEMPERATURE

TEMP/
VELOCITY

100 YARDS 200 YARDS 300 YARDS 400 YARDS 500 YARDS

75°/2840 fps 0 -3.54 -12.97 -29.31 -53.83

25°/2733 fps 0 -3.95 -14.29 -32.15 -58.97

DIFFERENCE 0.41 1.32 2.84 5.14

CHART 3: COLD AIR & COLD AMMO

TEMP/
VELOCITY

100 YARDS 200 YARDS 300 YARDS 400 YARDS 500 YARDS

75°/2840 fps 0 -3.54 -12.97 -29.31 -53.83

25°/2733 fps 0 -4.05 -14.72 -33.36 -61.65

DIFFERENCE 0.51 1.75 4.05 7.82

CHART 4: WARM & COLD AMMO,  
VELOCITY & PRECISION PERFORMANCE

LOAD VELOCITY
WARM/COLD (DIFF) (FPS)

MVD
WARM/COLD (FPS)

PRECISION
WARM/COLD (IN)

REMINGTON

129-GRAIN

CORE-LOKT TIPPED

2870/2841/(29) 36/46 1.26/1.33

HORNADY OUTFITTER

120-GRAIN CX
2860/2853/(7) 68/10 1.52/0.55

WINCHESTER 

DEER SEASON

125-GRAIN COPPER 

EXTREME POINT

2840/2733/(107) 81/16 0.83/0.52

Loads were tested with ammo temperatures of 75° and 25°. Column 1 (VELOCITY) shows the difference 
in muzzle velocity, column 2 (MVD) shows the difference in maximum velocity deviation, and column 3 
(PRECISION) shows the difference in precision on target. Reported velocities were established by firing 10 
shots over a chronograph, and the reported precision is the result of three, three-shot groups fired at 100 
yards from a sandbag rest.
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LYH�VRQDU²ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�DQ�
JOHUV�ZLWK�D�UHDO�WLPH�WRRO�WR�¿QG�
VWUXFWXUH��ORFDWH�¿VK��DQG�HYHQ�
PRQLWRU�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�DV�WKH\�

LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�OXUHV²LV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�DOWHU�
LQJ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�ERWK�UHFUHDWLRQDO�
DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�DQJOHUV�SUDFWLFH�WKHLU�
FUDIW��7KLV�WHFKQRORJLFDO�PDUYHO�FDQ�EH�
GLUHFWHG�EHQHDWK�WKH�ERDW��EURDGFDVW�LQ�
D�ZHGJH�LQ�DQ\�GLUHFWLRQ��DQG�HYHQ�GL�
UHFWHG�IRUZDUG�RI�WKH�ERDW¶V�SRVLWLRQ�WR�
PRQLWRU�D�UHWULHYHG�OXUH�DQG�DQ\�¿VK�
VZLPPLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLYH�VRQDU�EHDP¶V�SDWK�

/LYH�VRQDU�LPDJHV�IURP�DOO�WKUHH�PD�
MRU�PDULQH�HOHFWURQLFV�PDQXIDFWXUHUV²
+XPPLQELUG��*DUPLQ�DQG�/RZUDQFH²
UHYHDO�VWUXFWXUH��OXUH�PRWLRQ��DQG�¿VK�
EHKDYLRU� LQ� UHPDUNDEOH� GHWDLO��7KLV�

powerful tool allows anglers to readily 
GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�ZDOOH\HV�DQG�FUDS�
SLHV��RU�EDVV�DQG�EOXHJLOOV��DQG�LPSDUW�
VWULNH�WULJJHULQJ�OXUH�DFWLRQV�ZKHQ�D�
¿VK�LV�VSRWWHG�FKDVLQJ�D�EDLW�
:LWKRXW�D�GRXEW��DQJOHUV�HTXLSSHG�

ZLWK�OLYH�VRQDU�KDYH�WKH�WHFKQRORJLFDO�
XSSHU�KDQG��PDNLQJ�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKHP�
WR�FDWFK�PRUH�¿VK��LQ�D�PXFK�PRUH�WDU�
JHWHG�ZD\��WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH��%XW�LV�WKLV�
QHZ��PRGHUQ�DGYDQWDJH�LQ�RXU�DQJOLQJ�
WRROER[�WUXO\�D�ZLQ�ZLQ�SURSRVLWLRQ"

PRO SPIN

Professional angler Jeff “Gussy” 
*XVWDIVRQ��D�%DVVPDVWHU�(OLWH�6HULHV�
FKDPSLRQ�DQG�.HQRUD��2QWDULR�EDVHG�
VPDOOPRXWK�EDVV�ZKLVSHUHU��NQRZV�KRZ�

WR�OHYHUDJH�PRGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�SXW�
¿VK�LQ�WKH�ERDW�DQG�JOLWWHULQJ�WURSKLHV�
on his mantle.

%\�FRPELQLQJ�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�RI�DG�
YDQFHG�/DNH0DVWHU�GLJLWDO�FDUWRJUDSK\��
+XPPLQELUG�6LGH�,PDJLQJ��DQG�WKH�6SRW�
/RFN�IHDWXUH�RQ�KLV�0LQQ�.RWD�WUROOLQJ�
PRWRU��*XVWDIVRQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VDFN�XS�
ZLQQLQJ�EDJV�RI�EDVV�ERWK�QRUWK�DQG�
VRXWK�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ERUGHU��1RZ��
DIWHU�D�FRXSOH�RI�WRXUQDPHQW�VHDVRQV�
ZLWK�+XPPLQELUG¶V�0(*$�/LYH�DW�KLV�
disposal, Gustafson shares some of his 
WKRXJKWV�RQ�OLYH�VRQDU¶V� LPSDFWV�RQ�
VSRUW¿VKLQJ�

³,�¿VKHG�RQ�WKH�(OLWH�6HULHV�IRU�D�
FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�ZKHQ�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�
DQJOHUV�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�IRUZDUG�IDFLQJ�OLYH�

12   FEBRUARY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

Professional anglers like Jeff Gustafson 
are using live sonar technology to find and 
catch fish that previously went unmolested.

FISHING

Today’s sonar is changing 

the way we fish, but is 

it too helpful?

By Dr. Jason A. Halfen



sonar from Garmin,” says Gustafson. “At 
that point, I really didn’t know what I 
ZDV�PLVVLQJ��0\�¿UVW�H[SHULHQFH�¿VKLQJ�
ZLWK�WKLV�WHFKQRORJ\�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKH������
%DVVPDVWHU�&ODVVLF��ZKHQ�+XPPLQELUG�
PRXQWHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�0(*$�/LYH�
XQLWV�RQ�RXU�ERDWV�WR�XVH�GXULQJ�WKH�UHVW�
of the season.”

*XVWDIVRQ�FRQWLQXHV��³1RZ�WKDW�,¶YH�
VSHQW�H[WHQVLYH�WLPH�ZLWK�IRUZDUG�IDFLQJ�
VRQDU²GXULQJ�FRPSHWLWLRQV��ZKLOH�JXLG�
LQJ��RU�MXVW�¿VKLQJ�IRU�IXQ²,�ZRXOG�UDQN�
LW�DV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DGYDQFHPHQW�LQ�
¿VKLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�ZH¶YH�VHHQ��SHULRG��
,W¶V�VLPSO\�JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�\RX�FDWFK�D�
EXQFK�RI�H[WUD�¿VK�RXW�WKHUH�HYHU\�GD\��
0(*$�/LYH�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
SLHFH�RI�HTXLSPHQW�RQ�P\�ERDW�´

AIR IS THE FUTURE™

www.airforceairguns.com 

s e r i o u s  a i r g u n  h u n t i n g  s t a r t s  h e r e

Texan® s Preferred Big Bore Air Rifle

Texas, USA

Proudly made in

Texan® is America’s preferred big bore 
DLU�ULÁH��GHOLYHULQJ�RYHU�����IRRW�SRXQGV�
RI�HQHUJ\�LQ������FDOLEHU��

(YHU\� 7H[DQ®� DLU� ULÁH� IHDWXUHV� D� /RWKDU�
:DOWKHU�SUHFLVLRQ�EDUUHO�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�
XQLTXH� IHDWXUHV� WKDW� PDNH�$LU)RUFH� DLU�
ULÁHV� WKH�KXQWHU·V�SUHIHUUHG�DLUJXQ�DQG�
WKH� ZRUOG·V� PRVW� SRZHUIXO� SURGXFWLRQ�
DLU�ULÁHV�
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LIKE A VIDEO GAME

If you watch enough live tournament 
coverage on television or read enough 
post-event press releases, you will cer-
tainly hear touring pros describe—often 
in glowing terms—how forward-facing 
sonar has helped them to catch more and 
ELJJHU�¿VK��ZKLFK�XOWLPDWHO\�OHDGV�WR�
more wins and checks cashed. A skeptic 
might be inclined to dismiss some of 
that chatter as hyperbole, but that would 
be a mistake. Spend any time at all with 
live sonar on your boat, and you’ll soon 
¿QG�\RXUVHOI�WUDQV¿[HG�RQ�WKH�LPDJHU\��
the likes of which seemed unimaginable 
only a couple of years ago.
Pull up to a brush pile 50 feet off the 

bow and start counting individual sticks. 
Watch crappies swarm the brush in real 
time, swimming into it, out from it, and 
all around it as you tie up a jig.

&DVW�LQWR�WKH�VFKRRO�DQG�ZDWFK�¿VK�
react to the bait. Pull the jig away from a 
FRXSOH�RI�VPDOOHU�¿VK�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�LW�LQ�
plain view of a supersized slab. Watch 
him eat, set the hook, and chuckle as 
you reel him in. This happens every 
day, every hour, perhaps every minute 
when live, forward-facing sonar is part 
of your repertoire.

*XVWDIVRQ�VD\V��³2XWVLGH�RI�¿VK-
LQJ�H[WUHPHO\�VKDOORZ��ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�
probably use your eyes, forward-facing 
sonar is going to help you in virtually 
HYHU\�¿VKLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ��,�XVH�0(*$�
/LYH�QRW�RQO\�IRU�VHHLQJ�¿VK��EXW�,�DOVR�
shine it around constantly, using it to 
spot boulders that are likely places to 
pluck a smallmouth. If I see a boulder, 
I might just pitch a Ned rig over to 
it—and if there is a smallmouth on it, 
I’m probably going to catch it. It’s just 
that easy.”
Gustafson scans the bottom in real 

time, but he also uses his live, forward-
facing sonar for other applications.

“Obviously, live sonar works great 
for shining any kind of bottom structure 
WR�VHH�LI�LW¶V�KROGLQJ�¿VK²ZKHUH�WKH\�
are, how high off the bottom they’re 
holding, and how they are relating to the 
cover. As someone who really likes to 
¿VK�GHHS�RIIVKRUH��,�ORYH�OLYH�VRQDU�IRU�
vertical presentations—but even then, 
I’m constantly shining the sonar beam 
DURXQG�ORRNLQJ�IRU�¿VK�RU�FRYHU�WR�FDVW�
toward. Live sonar truly makes almost 
every other sonar method obsolete.”

TOO GOOD?

Technological advances are no stranger 
WR�WKH�VSRUW�RI�¿VKLQJ��:KHWKHU�LW¶V�D�
sonar tool like side imaging, a boat 
positioning feature such as GPS lock 
or a shallow-water anchor, or even a 
SRZHUIXOO\�VFHQWHG�DUWL¿FLDO�OXUH��DQJOHUV�
are eager to embrace virtually anything 
WKDW�SXWV�PRUH�¿VK�LQ�WKH�ERDW²DQG�OLYH�
VRQDU�LV�QR�H[FHSWLRQ�
With that being said, it is important 

to recognize the potential impacts that 
live, forward-facing sonar may have on 
VRPH�RI�\RXU�IDYRULWH�¿VKHULHV��:KLOH�
this all sounds great, there is a potential 
downside to live sonar.

“Live sonar has the potential to have 
D�QHJDWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�VRPH�¿VKHULHV�
because it simply makes it so easy to 
¿QG�DQG�FDWFK�¿VK�LQ�PDQ\�VLWXDWLRQV�´�
*XVWDIVRQ�VD\V��³)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�
VFKRROLQJ�¿VK�OLNH�FUDSSLHV�JHW�RXW�LQ�
main lake basins, those giant schools 

DUH�MXVW�VR�HDV\�WR�¿QG�DQG�WKHQ�IROORZ�
DURXQG��SLFNLQJ�RII�¿VK�YLUWXDOO\�DOO�
day long. And it’s not just crappies, but 
really anything like bass, walleyes and 
even muskies.”

Naturally, Gustafson is a conserva-
tionist, concerned about the health of 
¿VKHULHV��³:H�DOO�QHHG�WR�GR�RXU�SDUW�
WR�DYRLG�H[SORLWLQJ�WKH�¿VK�VR�PXFK�
that we’re hurting the populations,” he 
notes. “Be aware of how deep you are 
¿VKLQJ��NHHS�D�IHZ�WR�HDW��DQG�OHW�WKH�
rest go. Give the school you’re chasing 
D�EUHDN�DIWHU�DQ�KRXU�RU�WZR�DQG�JR�¿QG�
another school instead. Believe me, it 
won’t take too long.”
Rest assured, live sonar technology 

is here to stay. Anglers should embrace 
both the positive impact that it can have 
on their daily catch rate, and the resource 
stewardship role that all anglers must 
SOD\�WR�HQVXUH�VXVWDLQDEOH�¿VKHULHV�IRU�
the future. 
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Live sonar reveals bottom structure  
detail, whether fish are holding there  

and how they are relating to the structure.

Forward-facing sonar lets anglers  
find and follow large schools of fish in  

real time like these suspended crappies.



Actual size 
is 38.1 mm

Brilliant 

Uncirculated 

coin shown

Maybe you knew that the Morgan Silver Dollar is the most 
widely collected and traded Silver Dollar ever minted by the 
United States—in part because of its iconic design,  and in 
part because it was the hard currency found in the saddle-
bags of cowboys and ranchers, and of course outlaws. It 
was the coin that helped build the Old West. 

Morgan Silver Dollars—All-American Coins
It’s also popular because it’s a 90% Silver Dollar with an 
American design that was fi rst minted in 1878, from American 
silver that came from the Comstock Lode in Nevada. It was 
last minted in 1921 for circulation—which is why 2021 
marked the coin’s 100th anniversary.

It’s a Wonder Any Morgans Still Exist Today
Coin experts estimate that fewer than 15% of all the Morgan 
Silver Dollars ever minted still exist today. At one point, the 
Pittman Act authorized the melting of 259,121,554 Silver 
Dollars to send to Great Britain to help that country during 
World War I—nearly half of the entire mintage of Morgans 
up to that time!

A First Year Morgan Silver Dollar—Guaranteed!
You’re guaranteed to receive a fi rst-year Morgan Silver Dollar 
from 1878. The coins here come from a recently discovered 
hoard of around 500 1878 
Morgans, just now available to 
the public. Depending on what 
you want to spend, you have your 
choice of three quality grades—
Fine to Very Fine, About Uncircu-
lated and Brilliant Uncirculated 
(see coin condition grid to the 
right). But—immediately call the 
toll-free number below because 
these fi rst-year, 1878 Morgan 
Silver Dollars won’t last. 

1878 Morgan Silver Dollars
Fine-Very Fine   $79.95 +s/h

About Uncirculated $129 +s/h

Brilliant Uncirculated  $229 + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING: Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes 
(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

GovMint.com®�PZ�H�YL[HPS�KPZ[YPI\[VY�VM�JVPU�HUK�J\YYLUJ`�PZZ\LZ�HUK�PZ�UV[�H���SPH[LK�^P[O�[OL�<�:��NV]LYUTLU[��;OL�JVSSLJ[PISL�JVPU�THYRL[�PZ�\UYLN\SH[LK��OPNOS`�ZWLJ\SH[P]L�HUK�
PU]VS]LZ�YPZR��.V]4PU[�JVT�YLZLY]LZ�[OL�YPNO[�[V�KLJSPUL�[V�JVUZ\TTH[L�HU`�ZHSL��^P[OPU�P[Z�KPZJYL[PVU��PUJS\KPUN�K\L�[V�WYPJPUN�LYYVYZ��7YPJLZ��MHJ[Z��Ä�N\YLZ�HUK�WVW\SH[PVUZ�KLLTLK�
HJJ\YH[L�HZ�VM�[OL�KH[L�VM�W\ISPJH[PVU�I\[�TH`�JOHUNL�ZPNUPÄ�JHU[S`�V]LY�[PTL��(SS�W\YJOHZLZ�HYL�L_WYLZZS`�JVUKP[PVULK�\WVU�`V\Y�HJJLW[HUJL�VM�.V]4PU[�JVT»Z�;LYTZ�HUK�*VUKP[PVUZ�
�^^ �̂NV]TPU[�JVT�[LYTZ�JVUKP[PVUZ�VY�JHSS����������������"�[V�KLJSPUL��YL[\YU�`V\Y�W\YJOHZL�W\YZ\HU[�[V�.V]4PU[�JVT»Z�9L[\YU�7VSPJ �̀��������.V]4PU[�JVT��(SS�YPNO[Z�YLZLY]LK�

SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

Get an 1878, First-Year Morgan Silver Dollar!
Th e Silver Dollar that Helped Build the Old West!

GovMint.com • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. FMD154-01, Eagan, MN 55121

1-800-517-6468 Offer Code FMD154-01
Please mention this code when you call.

®

A+

First-Year 1878 

COIN CONDITIONS
Fine-Very Fine: Clear elements 
showing some to good detail, 
with moderate, even wear. Sold 
elsewhere for $134
About Uncirculated: Sharp 
elements and backgrounds with 
a trace of wear and some mint 
luster. Sold elsewhere for $176
Brilliant Uncirculated: Has 
never been circulated and still 
retains its original mint luster. 
Sold elsewhere for $323
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ver the years, I have chosen to 
ditch the truck and use my 
15-year-old mountain bike to 
increase my success and create 

a “backcountry camp” experience dur-
ing Western hunting seasons. Using a 
converted kid-carrying trailer as a gear 
and meat hauler, I start each morning 
from a well-stocked, comfortable camp 
far away from the dusty roar of hunters 
traveling from their vehicle-based camps 
before daylight.
My camp is about a 1 1/2-mile ride 

that includes an honest climb preceded 
by a cross-country stretch to a non-
descript shady spot in the lodgepole 
pines. It’s a two-track road where the 
grazing permittee comes through once 

D�ZHHN�WR�¿OO�VWRFN�WDQNV�IRU�KLV�FDWWOH�
and mend the electric fence protecting 
the main meadow complex. This camp 
in the lodgepole was chosen many years 
back due to a fallen tree that grew in a 
forked pattern leaving a perfect space 
to nestle in a large locking plastic tote. 

Covered with forest litter and logs, 
this weather- and rodent-proof cap-
sule remained hidden for a decade and 
provided a solid place to cache water 
and other supplies, such as canned 
goods, before the season. Fresh TP, 
stove fuel, rope and a quality camo tarp 
gave it a bug-out stash feel when sup-
plies remained there for long periods. 
The bike and trailer unloaded were my 
backcountry pickup truck. 

TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 

Motorized closures for roads are one tool 
used on public lands to protect wildlife 
and their habitat. In some cases, closures 
have been used to create a buffer between 
public and private lands to reduce crop 
damage and slow the retreat of game 
animals to the safety of private lands 
before opening day. Whether it’s a per-
manent or seasonal closure, the road 
remains open for administrative uses, 
EXW�LV�FORVHG�WR�JHQHUDO�PRWRUL]HG�WUDI¿F��
Many e-bikes are considered motorized 
and are currently not allowed in non-
motorized closure areas on U.S Forest 
Service lands. Although they might be 
allowed on some trail systems alongside 
pedal bikes, motorized ORVs and even 

16   FEBRUARY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

VEHICLES

Use the quads God gave you to expand your hunting range.
By Scott Turo



S
C

O
TT

 T
U

R
O

 

hikers, there is little room for debate 
about their use in non-motorized wildlife 
protection areas. 
Elk movements in relation to open 

roads show a buffer preference or all-out 
departure to adjacent private lands as 
KXQWHU�WUDI¿F�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�ODWH�VXPPHU��
Many private timberlands have gates and 
walk-in areas where pedal bikes might 
be allowed. Camping might be restricted 
in these areas, so know the rules. State 
wildlife managers have developed vari-
ous ways to manage hunters and wildlife 
through programs where open road use 
during the deer and/or elk seasons might 
be limited. Maps and signage designate 
those main roads that are open while 
many other interior roads are closed, 

creating larger non-motorized areas dur-
ing the high-pressure hunting seasons. 
I’ve always seen these various closures 
as an advantage given my hunting style, 
but understand some hunters don’t like 
gates and closures on perfectly good 
taxpayer-built roads.

BIKES

Any off-road bike will work. Older styles 
will have 26-inch wheels. I like the newer 
27 1/2- and 29-inch models because the 
larger wheels make rolling over uneven 
ground and obstacles easier. The older 
21-speed bikes with three chainring drive-
trains are a thing of the past. I upgraded to 
the newer drivetrains that use one ring at 
the pedals and up to 12 customizable gears 
on the rear wheel. This drops weight and 
LPSURYHV�HI¿FLHQF\�ZLWK�D�ZLGHU�UDQJH�
of gears operated on one shifter. Disc 
brakes are preferred over caliper styles 
when hauling heavy loads and trailers. 
Front shocks seem to be on most bikes 
these days. They’re not required, but they 
do offer a smoother ride. 

TRAILERS

For $25 at a yard sale, my wife purchased 
an old yellow and blue Schwinn kid 
trailer with a sling seating system that 
we used a few times. Removing the seats 
and securing a few boards with zip ties 
PDGH�D�VWXUG\�ÀRRU�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�D�VL]-
able plastic tote. The aluminum trailer 
frame extends above the tote like a roof 
rack, allowing oversized items to be 
secured with straps. Burley currently 
PDNHV�D�ÀDWEHG�PRGHO�
that should hold a tote 
MXVW�¿QH��6WD\�DZD\�
from the one-wheel 
trailers. As you stack 
gear higher on their 
limited beds, they tend 
to get tippy. 

The most important 
part of the trailer be-
sides the two wheels 
is the hitch. The one 
on my Schwinn uses 
a locking pin to se-
cure the trailer arm 
into a solid mount on 
the lower rear frame 
of the bike. A large 
spring built into the 
connection absorbs 
shock during travel. 

ACCESSORIES

Must-haves include a set of U-shaped, 
rubber-coated gun or bow mounts used 
on ATVs for your handlebars. Pack a 
socket wrench for the bolts, along with 
a general all-purpose tool/repair kit. You 
will appreciate a quality bike headlight 
for riding dirt roads in the dark. Using 
a headlamp in conjunction with a bike 
headlight lets you scan your surroundings 
without taking light off the trail. Self-
sealing bike tubes are essential. Carry one 
spare and a patch kit that gets replaced 
each season. Matched with a good pump, 
you will be well-prepared. Fill the trailer 
tire tubes with green Slime, a product that 
will instantly seal most punctures. Trust 
me on this one. It’s also worth having a 
trained bike technician tune the trailer 
ZKHHOV�DQG�¿[�DQ\�ORRVH�VSRNHV��<RXU�XVH�
will exceed any product-testing standards 
noted during development.
When I started bringing my son along 

to operate decoys and help call, the rigid 
WRWH�PDGH�SDFNLQJ�HI¿FLHQW��7ZR�WHQWV�
FRXOG�EH� ODLG�ÀDW�RQ� WKH�ERWWRP�DQG�
compressed almost paper-thin. Strapping 
sleeping bags, pads and chairs to the top 
left room for meals and gear inside. At 
camp, the tote is used as a table. Topped 
with camo plywood it’s a safe place to 
operate the stove and serve meals.
2Q�P\�VRQ¶V�¿UVW�ELNH�LQ�KXQW��ZH�

stopped to warm our hands and lis-
tened to the elk on the hillside above, 
not knowing he would call one of them 
in later that morning. That’s the kind of 
memory a bike rig can create.  
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A mountain bike and a bike trailer 
can help you hunt deeper into back-
country areas with road closures 
that prevent motorized vehicles.

The author customized a trailer designed to 
carry kids to make it easier to haul heavy 
loads into, and out of, his hunting areas.
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ou need not be a member of 
the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
)RXQGDWLRQ�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�LWV�
ZRUN��,I�\RX�KXQW��¿VK��VKRRW�

a gun or draw a bow, then you’ve al-
UHDG\�EHHQ�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKLV�JURXS�
that works with Congress, governors 
and state legislatures to protect and 
advance hunting, angling, recreational 
shooting and trapping.

The CSF is part of an ecosystem 
of groups that advocate on behalf of 
sportsmen and sportswomen. There’s 
the Sportsmen’s Alliance (SA), National 
5LÀH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��15$���6DIDUL�&OXE�
International (SCI), Boone and Crockett 
Club (B&C), Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership (TRCP) and 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA), 
to name a handful of the dozens. That’s 
not even mentioning the policy work 
that each “critter group” such as Ducks 
Unlimited (DU), the Rocky Mountain 

Elk Foundation (RMEF), Mule Deer 
Foundation (MDF) and National Wild 
Turkey Federation (NWTF) engages in.
Most of these groups work either 

together or separately, but compatibly 
to either advocate for or against legisla-
WLRQ�WKDW�LQÀXHQFHV�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�DFFHVV�
public land and water, or to engage in 
traditional outdoor activities, or to ensure 
that sportsmen’s investments in conser-
vation funding remain intact.

The Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation cuts through this wilder-
ness of acronyms by working with and 
supporting caucuses made up of elected 
RI¿FLDOV�ZKR�FROODERUDWH�WR�DGYDQFH�SUR�
sportsmen policies. It also advocates for 
moderate, sustainable policies that often 
are supported by both major political par-
ties. Examples include revising Sunday 
KXQWLQJ�EDQV��FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�
use of traditional lead-based ammunition 
on our public lands, and ensuring critical 

funding from the Pittman-Robertson 
excise tax that helps fund wildlife man-
agement across America continues.
If centrism sounds impossible in this 

hyper-partisan, bickering, contentious 
age of politics at both the national and 
state levels, then you’re nearly right. 
Members of some of these caucuses 
might disagree about social issues, 
RU�VTXDEEOH�RYHU�¿VFDO�SROLF\��RU�JHW�
downright nasty about limitations on 
gun rights, but they generally agree to 
work together on conservation issues.
,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��WKDW�UHÀHFWV�ERWK�WKH�

personality and the centrist orientation 
of the CSF’s leader, Jeff Crane, but also 
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�URDG��VROXWLRQV�¿QGLQJ�
pragmatism of his staff and the organiza-
tion’s mission.

“We’re not interested in picking 
sides,” Crane told me last year prior to 
the CSF’s annual banquet, well-attended 
by senators and representatives of both 
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CONSERVATION

By Andrew McKean

The Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation might be the nation’s most successful 

advocate for hunting, fishing and shooting sports you’ve never heard of.

Q U I E T L Y



parties. “We’re interested in getting the 
work of the American sportsman and 
-woman done, and unfortunately it often 
gets done on Capitol Hill and in state 
houses, places that hunters and anglers 
don’t regularly visit.”

&UDQH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�
non-elected voices in Washington, D.C., 
and is the longest-serving member of the 
Hunting and Shooting Sports Advisory 
Council, a group of conservation leaders 
appointed biannually by the secretaries 
of interior and agriculture. The group 
advises the agencies on issues related to 
ODQG��ZLOGOLIH�DQG�¿VKHULHV�PDQDJHPHQW�

GOOD POLITICS

With nearly 250 members of the 535 total 
U.S. representatives and senators, the 
bipartisan Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Caucus is the largest bipartisan caucus 
on the Hill. Members share a background 
and interest in outdoor recreation and 

conservation, but they’re united by an 
even stronger belief that hunters and 
anglers are a critical component of their 
constituency.
In short, it’s good politics to be sup-

portive of conservation. That you are 
a darling of politicians might not be 
immediately obvious to you, but here 
are some of the reasons.

• Hunters and anglers are the original con-
servationists. We tend to be politically 
conservative, but supportive of policies 
that are championed by progressives:
clean air and water, healthy habitats,
open spaces and recreation economies. 
Politically speaking, we’re centrists.

•Many Democrats are OK with guns
when they’re used for hunting and rec-
reational shooting, a fact that makes
hunters and recreational shooters key
swing votes for politicians with sizable 
blue-collar and rural voters.

•We’re engaged. Those groups you
belong to—those with all those ac-
ronyms—do a good job of informing
members about legislation that affects 
them, and they have mechanisms in
place for members to communicate
ZLWK�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDOV��,¶P�KDSS\�WR�
report that many of you do just that,
making you and the groups you belong 
to important factors in close votes.

•We are problem-solvers. Hunters and
anglers tend to be pragmatic, supporting 
solutions rather than political impasses 
WKDW�KDYH�GH¿QHG�JRYHUQPHQW�JULGORFN��
especially at the national level.

CONSERVATION BY CAUCUS 

Many of those qualities are found in 
members of CSF’s Sportsmen’s Caucus 
network, which extends to the state level. 
The CSF reports 30 governors in the 
Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus plus some 
2,000 state legislators from 49 states in 
the National Assembly of Sportsmen’s 
Caucuses. That’s a lot of caucusing, but 
these groups are a real mechanism to 
“facilitate the interaction and idea ex-
change among state caucus leaders and 
the outdoor community,” according to 
the CSF.

Caucuses serve as a conduit to pro-
PRWH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�EHQH¿W�KXQWLQJ��¿VK-
ing, trapping, shooting and outdoor  

recreation, but, just as critically, they 
work to kill bad legislation before it 
becomes law. That’s an important ef-
fort, says Crane, who points out that 
bad legislation often leads to messy, 
expensive battles in the courtroom.

“CSF is focused on working through 
the legislative process on policies that 
have yet to become law,” says Crane. 
“Whether it’s good or bad policy, CSF 
is at the forefront working with legisla-
tors to help them better understand how 
their decisions can impact our outdoor 
traditions.”

But the CSF isn’t in the business of 
actively recruiting grassroots members. 
It leaves that to the organizations that 
actively partner with the foundation. The 
CSF is also funded by individuals who 
donate handsomely in order to ensure 
that the CSF has the means to do its 
work at the state and national levels.

Because CSF personnel aren’t solicit-
ing you for memberships or badgering 
you to attend a fundraising banquet, 
their visibility remains below those 
of their peer groups. But that doesn’t 
mean they’re not active. You have only 
to look at their legislative successes 
�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�D�OLQN� WR�WKHLU�ZRUN�DW� 
congressionalsportsmen.org) in order to 
NQRZ�WKDW�&6)�LV�WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�
group you’ve never heard of. And they’re 
MXVW�¿QH�VWD\LQJ�EHORZ�WKH�UDGDU�DQG�
getting the important work of conserva-
tion done with quiet effectiveness. 

STAY 
INFORMED

CSF offers several ways 
to learn about issues 

affecting the outdoors.

The Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation provides multiple 
resources to keep you informed on 
CSF activities and help you stay on 
top of issues across the country, 
including a weekly newsletter called 
“The Sportsmen’s Voice” and an 
interactive service called “Tracking 
the Capitols.” Subscribe to each by 
visiting the CSF’s website, and check 
out CSF’s social media channels for 
real-time updates on key issues.
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Representatives from the CSF work 
with politicians at the national and 
state levels to further and protect 
the rights of outdoor enthusiasts.
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Feral hogs are gnarly beasts with  
tusks that they may use to defend  
themselves while escaping hunters.

Moments of

A hunt on the historic 

Cumberland Plateau 
strengthens family 

traditions and presses 

one man to face his 

deepest fears.

By Brian Reisinger



W
e were deep in rural Tennessee 
when the rain came. It was 
light and so quick that the 
sun was still out, and it 

danced in the sunlight as we drove. With 
the rain coming and going, it was easy 
to imagine we were traveling through 
different pockets of a land unique in 
their own secrets. That land was the 
historic Cumberland Plateau, and we 
had come to this high wooded country 
to hunt wild hogs.

“Almost there, buddy,” I said to my 
12-year-old nephew, Steven, riding shot-
JXQ�RQ�KLV�¿UVW�URDG�WULS�
I wondered as my pickup traced the 

curving back road through the rain—then 
sun, then rain again—what lessons this 
hunt would hold. Hunting aggressive 
game with a young sidekick in unfamiliar 
woods, I knew, was not for the careless 
or the faint of heart. Ensuring a safe 
and successful hunt would take all the 
discipline I could teach him. But little 
did I know that the lessons on this hunt 
in America’s original backwoods would 

come from him and would force me to 
confront fears I didn’t know I had. They 
were deep fears that I had buried and 
ZRXOG�RQO\�EH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�RQ�D�VSHFLDO�
hunt, in a special place. 

COMING OF AGE

As we ventured into the woods the next 
morning with our guide Roger Matheson 
and his hounds, we confronted a new re-
ality: hunting angry hogs on foot. Roger 
told us a stand would be no good during 
the heat, so we’d be on the ground, stalk-
ing animals sometimes known to charge 
hunters as soon as run from them. Unlike 
some TV hog hunts with night vision 
and semi-autos, my young nephew and I 
were doing it old school with bolt-action 
GHHU�ULÀHV�DQG�GD\WLPH�HIIRUW�

I had planned for our hunt outside 
Crossville, Tenn., to be more than the 
usual proving ground all hunts are. Steven 
had already shot several bucks during gun 
season—a rite of passage in our native 
Wisconsin—and was at that age when 
emboldened hunters develop good, or 
bad, habits. We were in the perfect place 
for an adventure 700 miles from home. 
The plateau, which spreads west from 
the Cumberland Mountains, had been 
home to Native Americans for centuries, 
according to state and local histories, and 
remained distant to most settlers until 
the 1770s. That’s when the frontiersman 
Daniel Boone birthed his legend, lead-
ing a wagon train over the mountains to 
fully open pre-Revolutionary America’s 
13 colonies to western lands.
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But now the stakes were higher than 

I had planned in this historic backwoods, 

and rising further still with each step… 
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The Cumberland Mountains 
of Tennessee are full of deep, 

wooded ravines where hogs thrive.



But now the stakes were higher than I 
had planned in this historic backwoods, 
and rising further still with each step 
over winding woodland trails, across 
creek beds and past plunging ravines. 
The intermittent rain from the day before 
continued as we walked, not falling anew 
but dripping through the heavy forest as 
yesterday’s water worked its way from 
treetops to dirt. These woods resembled 
the mixed forests of home but seemed 
wilder with taller trees and deeper ravines. 
We watched Roger’s redbone hounds run 
ahead in the sunlight slanting through the 
trees, their noses grounded in search of 
sign. Eventually, they disappeared.

Although we didn’t say it, Steven 
and I were both thinking of danger. It 
was bothering me more than it normally 
would as the day-old raindrops tapped 
the ground.
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The terrain of the Cumberland 
Plateau includes creeks and mixed 
forestland, offering hogs plenty of 
places to find food and water. 



Shortly before our trip, Steven had 
lost Buster, a blue heeler cattle dog he’d 
grown up with. Buster had a secret tumor 
so big it broke his back. While Steven 
saw memories of Buster on our journey, 
I found that the farther I got from civi-
lization’s distractions, the more I saw 
P\�GDG��¿JKWLQJ�D�EDG�FDVH�RI�&29,'�
in our backroom between hospital visits 
months earlier. He’d made it, but I’d felt 
strangely stretched ever since by a hectic 
day job, endless writing projects and 
worries over our family farm navigating 
tough times. As it would turn out, there 
were more tests to come.

INTO THE FRAY

We broke from the trees into an open 
¿HOG�DQG�KHDUG�WKH�VXGGHQ�JUXQW�RI�D�
ZLOG�KRJ��6WHYHQ�ORRNHG�DW�5RJHU��2QH�
bark from the hounds, then another, 
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If you’re anything like my dad, you give your family everything. 
Your name, your time, your values — the people in your 
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expect nothing in return. 
Th e point? You deserve to treat yourself once in a while. You 
do so much for the people you care about. Now it’s time to 

focus on you for just a few minutes. 
Th at’s where the Men’s Due Volta 
Watch comes in. Th is astonishing 
innovation provides a digital readout 

that’s powered by a precise 
quartz engine, combining 
both analog and digital 
timekeeping. 

Other hybrid watches can 
sell for thousands of 

dollars, but because 
we’ve built more 
than 1 million 
watches, we know 
how to create real 
value. Th at’s why 
we can off er this 
timepiece for 
just $59! If you’re 
not completely 
satisfi ed with this 
watch, return it 

for a full refund.

Act quickly! Th is 
one-of-a-kind watch 
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fastest sellers this year. Of 

our original run of 2,872, 
we only have 389 left for this 
ad! In the last couple of years 
there’s been a watch shortage, 
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If you’re the kind of man who gives 
everything and expects nothing in 
return, it’s time to treat yourself.
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and we followed the sounds across the 
clearing into the woods beyond. Through 
the trees to our right, we saw the dogs 
ÀDVK�EURZQ�UHG�WKHQ�D�URXJK�EODFN�FRORU�
plunging through the underbrush. Who 
was chasing whom was unclear.
:H�UHDGLHG�RXU�ULÀHV�DQG�VWURGH�WR�

ZDUG�WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�GRJV��,�NHSW�RQH�
eye on Steven and whispered tips to him 
about remaining ready—and safe. The 
hogs on the Cumberland Plateau often 
have Russian lineage, Roger had told 
us, though their forebears also include 
other varieties of pigs that went feral 
generations earlier. Mature boars and 
sows grow to more than 200 pounds. 
They’ll eat anything, including their 
own, and hunters and biologists agree 
that their rapid breeding means they 
endanger other game and local habitats.
I thought of what Roger had told us 

to do if a hog turned on us and there 
was no time for a shot. Sometimes the 
dogs would divert a charging hog. If one 
got past, he advised we step behind a 
WUHH��+RJV�KDYH�NHHQ�KHDULQJ�DQG�VPHOO��
but poor eyesight, so a hunter stepping 
behind a tree disappears from their view 
PRPHQWDULO\��,¶G�VKRW�GHHU��HON�DQG�EHDU�
with my .270, but it seemed a thin de�
fense now, easing through these wild 
woods with my young nephew.
Soon we saw them on the main trail, 

FOXVWHUHG�DWRS�D�KLOO��WZR�URXJK�EODFN�
hogs, wheeling and grunting at their cap�
WRUV��,�ORRNHG�DW�6WHYHQ��UHDG\�WR�OHW�KLP�
shoot, as my dad had done with both of us 
IRU�WZR�JHQHUDWLRQV��+H�VKRRN�KLV�KHDG�

“You shoot,” he said.
³<RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�VKRRW�¿UVW"´�,�

DVNHG�
“No.”
+H�VKRRN�KLV�KHDG�DJDLQ��DQG�,�VDZ�

in the honest emotion on his face that 
he meant it.

Turning, I sighted the hogs, uphill 
QHDUO\����\DUGV�DZD\��:H¶G�RIWHQ�WDNHQ�
deer at hundreds of yards, but part of 
me didn’t blame Steven. He was uneasy 
shooting uphill, and this was offhand with 
potentially hostile targets. Another part 
didn’t understand. We’d traveled all this 
way, and this could be his only chance.
I settled my crosshair on the muscular 

EODFN�EHDVW�RQ�WKH�OHIW��DQG�ZDLWHG�IRU�
Roger’s signal that the dogs were out of 
the way. He gave it and I shot, the clear 
FUDFN�RI�P\�ULÀH�VHDULQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�
forest as the hog dropped to the ground. 
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The hogs living on the Cumberland 
Plateau often exhibit the traits  
of their Russian ancestors.
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didn’t hesitate as he had a moment ear-
lier, but I watched him and remained 
ready. If he was going to shoot this hog, 
it would be fast.

The boar doubled back and ran our 
way, not a direct charge but a cut in 

The other hog bolted and we eyed its 
path as we approached mine, a Russian 
sow, mortally wounded behind the shoul-
GHUV��,�¿QLVKHG�LW��DQG�ZH�WXUQHG�WRZDUG�
the second, a mixed Russian boar tearing 
downhill through the woods. Steven 

After his nephew passed on the 
shot, the author downed the first 
hog of the trip at about 70 yards.

Go Far, Go Fast, Go Anywhere
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our direction, once then twice. Roger 
yelled for us to get out of the way. The 
¿UVW�WLPH�ZH�VFUDPEOHG�WR�RXU�ULJKW�LQ�
unison to grant the hog a wider berth. 
The second time I saw a tree just to my 
right and slipped behind its thick trunk.
I told myself, for a moment, that 

I could shoot more effectively from 
there if the hog charged. Then I thought 
of Steven, and it was behind that tree 
that I learned from him. Just as he had 
admitted he wasn’t ready to shoot, I 
sought honesty from myself. Was I 

hog huddled against the trees. Steven got 
GRZQ�RQ�RQH�NQHH��DQG�,�KHOG�P\�ULÀH�
ready as he raised his. He’d only have 
a moment, once the dogs were clear, 
to shoot before the hog might move 
DJDLQ²UXQQLQJ�RII�RU�¿QDOO\�FKDUJLQJ��
we didn’t know which. Roger yelled, 
and Steven shot. 
We got to the hog, down but still 

PRYLQJ��:KHQ�5RJHU�WROG�XV�WR�¿QLVK�
it with his knife, Steven asked me to do 
it. I patted his back and attended to the 
KRJ�RQ�WKH�IRUHVW�ÀRRU��

behind this tree because I was afraid? 
I looked out and saw Steven on the 
trail, and I knew the answer was yes. 
I stepped clear of the tree and strode 
toward him and Roger.
I wondered as I reached them what 

I’d have told my sister if the hog had 
charged in the instant I had spent be-
hind that tree. But there was no time to 
dwell on it. The hog plunged back into 
the woods, and we started after him. I 
touched Steven’s shoulder to let him 
know I was there, and then we saw the 
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The hills of Tennessee are rich in 
American frontier history, and it 
was not difficult for the author 
and his nephew to imagine they 
had taken a step back in time. 
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THE TRAIL AHEAD

Meadow Park Lake extended in a smooth 
plane of water in front of us before drop-
ping, slick and stark, off the dam. With 
our quarry down we were exploring 
WKH�&XPEHUODQG�3ODWHDX��¿VKLQJ�IURP�
a dock that may as well have been the 
end of the world.
It was natural to feel at the edge of our 

H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKLV�SODFH��7KH�¿UVW�VHWWOHUV�
of what became nearby Crossville had 
followed a woodland path known as 
the Walton Road, cut by Capt. William 

It was a perfect late 
autumn day in the 

northern Rockies. Not 
a cloud in the sky, and 
just enough cool in the 
air to stir up nostalgic 
memories of my trip 
into the backwoods. 
This year, though, 

was diff erent. I was going it solo. My two 
buddies, pleading work responsibilities, 
backed out at the last minute. So, armed 
with my trusty knife, I set out for adventure. 

Well, what I found was a whole lot of 
trouble. As in 8 feet and 800-pounds of 
trouble in the form of a grizzly bear. Seems 
this grumpy fella was out looking for some 
adventure too. Mr. Grizzly saw me, stood 
up to his entire 8 feet of ferocity and let out 
a roar that made my blood turn to ice and 
my hair stand up. Unsnapping my leather 
sheath, I felt for my hefty, trusty knife and 
felt emboldened. I then showed the massive 
grizzly over 6 inches of 420 surgical grade 
stainless steel, raised my hands and yelled, 
“Whoa bear! Whoa bear!” I must have made 
my point, as he turned tail and headed back 
into the woods. 

Our Grizzly Hunting Knife features stick-
tang construction, you can feel confi dent 
in the strength and durability of this knife. 
And the hand carved, natural bone handle 
ensures you won’t lose your grip even in 
the most dire of circumstances. I also made 

certain to give it a 
great price. After 
all, you should 
be able to get 
your point across 
without getting 
stuck with a high 
price.

But we don’t 
stop there. While 
supplies last, we’ll 
include a pair of $99 8x21 power compact 
binoculars FREE when you purchase the 
Grizzly Hunting Knife.

Act quickly. The Grizzly Hunting Knife has 
been such a hit that we’re having trouble 
keeping it in stock. Our first release of more 
than 1,200 SOLD OUT in TWO DAYS! 
Only 1,337 are available at this price, and 
half of them have already sold!

Knife Specifi cations:
•  Stick tang 420 surgical stainless steel

blade; 7 ¼" blade; 12" overall
• Hand carved natural brown an

yellow bone handle
• Brass hand guard, spacers and end cap
• FREE genuine tooled leather

sheath included (a $49 value!)

The Grizzly Hunting Knife
$249 $79* + S&P Save $170
California residents please call

1-800-333-2045 regarding Proposition 65 

regulations before purchasing this product.

* Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: GHK218-02  

Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, 

Dept. GHK218-02, Burnsville, MN 55337  www.stauer.com

Stauer® | A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
®

A 12-inch stainless steel knife for only $79

I ‘Bearly’ Made It Out Alive

What Stauer Clients Are Saying 
About Our Knives 

ÌÌÌÌÌ�
“The feel of this knife is unbelievable... this is an 
incredibly fine instrument.” — H., Arvada, CO 

$79

Stauer
®

Impossible Price

ONLY

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer 8x21 

Compact Binoculars
-a $99 value-

with your purchase of the 
Grizzly Hunting Knife

Join more than 322,000 
sharp people who collect 

stauer knives
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Walton. He’d come to Tennessee, ac-
cording to state and local histories, by 
way of the Cumberland Gap, through 
which Daniel Boone had blazed a trail. 
The land we traveled was perhaps not 
unlike the hunting grounds frontier 
families encountered as they searched 
for new territory in colonial America. 
In my head, I kept turning over our 

own journey in those storied woods, 
knowing there was a lesson deeper 
than disciplined hunting. Certainly 
we’d learned many times there is no 
triumph without trial. But this lesson 
was more subtle and powerful, and it 
settled over me by that dam at the end 
of the world. Steven had taught me 
the lesson of admitting vulnerability. 
As a child—one becoming a young 
man before my eyes—he had not yet 
learned all of the reasons adults hide 
their vulnerabilities. Without the honesty 
that follows facing your fears, Steven 
might have never mustered the courage 
to take on that second hog, and I might 
have never told myself to get out from 
behind that tree. 

The rain was intermittent again, 
the sun still shining from behind the 
clouds as it fell, and I thought of other 

vulnerabilities. I was burnt out. I was 
worried about losing the life I was 
building with my young wife. I was 
concerned I wouldn’t accomplish all I 
wanted to before we had kids, and that 
those thoughts would make me a bad 
father. And I realized, then, the impact 
of seeing my dad’s mortality during his 
&29,'�¿JKW��RI�FKHFNLQJ�KLV�EUHDWKLQJ�
at night, of rushing him to the hospital, 
of watching to make sure he didn’t fall 
as we tested his recovering lungs. The 
pandemic had bred fears for so many: 
isolation, loss, uncertainty, economic 
fallout. Mine was that I was running 
out of time.
:H�¿VKHG�DQG�WDONHG��DQG�WKH�UDLQ�

kissed the water and our skin, and we 
began to plan our journey home. My 
dad and sister had found Steven a new 
puppy he wanted to meet, and I had fears 
to face—some the kind a man can shed 
in the backwoods of the Cumberland 
Plateau, others the kind that take longer. 
As I looked up from the dock at the sun, 
I thought it might shine brighter soon 
enough, even if that strange Cumberland 
rain kept on falling. 

Without the honesty that follows 

facing your fears … I might have never told 

myself to get out from behind that tree.

28   FEBRUARY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

Twelve-year-old Steven remained calm in a 
quickly changing situation and downed this 
boar with a single shot from his deer rifle.
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Feral hogs deserve respect when 
encountered on their turf, and 
hunting them can teach lessons  
in discipline and courage.









Scan now or visit MyOutdoorTV.com to
START YOUR FREE TRIAL

No matter what motivates you, MyOutdoorTV has you covered with world-class hunting, fi shing 

and shooting content — every way you want it. The new MyOutdoorTV gives you more ways to 

watch: On Demand; Live Events including Major League Fishing; our Live Channels HuntStream 

and AnglerStream; and our innovative JustShot™ library, featuring fresh-from-the-fi eld content.



The

or those who think February 
is all about tying flies for 
May trout, or sharpening 
your knives and turkey call-

ing, there’s a wide variety of 
prime action—and thickness of 
Thinsulate—for just about every 
interest. This is prime predator 
season, with coyotes starting 
to roam widely. For ice anglers, 
there’s no shortage of destina-
tions filled with panfish, trout and 
predatory fish. In California’s San 
Joaquin and Sacramento river 
systems, double-digit hawgs will 
hit baits all month.

In case the wind chill sends 
you indoors, it’s also outdoor 
show season. The biggest of 
’em all is the Western Hunting 
and Conservation Expo, Feb. 2 
through 5 in Salt Lake City.

A sampling of the region’s best hunting and 

fishing opportunities this Month
By Andrew McKean
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APPLY FOR 

BIG-GAME TAGS
’Tis the season to apply for special 
hunting permits in most states. If you 
get this issue in late January, don’t 
dawdle—Wyoming’s non-resident 
elk application deadline is Jan. 
31. It’s Feb. 8 for Arizona elk and 
pronghorn; Feb. 9 for New Mexico 
black bear; Feb. 10 for Oregon spring 
bear; Feb. 15 for Idaho spring bear; 
Feb. 22 for Utah cougar and bear; 
Feb. 28 for Wyoming moose, sheep 
and mountain goat; and March 3 
for Utah bucks, bulls and once-in-
a-lifetime permits.

CANYON FERRY 

ICE ACTION
This big impoundment of the Missouri 
River roughly between Helena and 
Townsend, Mont., is the site of one 
of the most popular winter fisheries 
in Big Sky Country, and it’s hosting 
Ducks Unlimited’s annual ice-fishing 
tournament on Feb. 18. Jig for bur-
bot (ling) in deep water, work rocky 
drops for walleyes or try your luck just 
about everywhere for perch. A couple 
spots to focus on are The Silos on 
the western shore and Confederate 
Bay on the eastern shore. Check the 
shallow water near the river inlet for 
walleyes, though be aware that the ice 
conditions could be sketchier here.

COLORADO 

SNOW GEESE
The last best waterfowling of the 
season is on tap right now on both 
the Arkansas and North Platte rivers, 
where snow geese will stack up on 
grain fields. It’s a fickle abundance, 
though, so your best bet is to be in 
touch with an outfitter who special-
izes in this late conservation hunt. 
When you get the call that the birds 
are in, hustle to the rendezvous with 
cases of shells and empty coolers. 
There’s no limit on these birds, and no 
magazine-capacity restriction, either.

CALIFORNIA BASS
Take your pick between Berryessa 
and Clear lakes, both in northern 
California in a triangle formed by 
Sacramento, Santa Rosa and Ukiah. 
Fish are active in their pre-spawn 
feed, but water is clear, so finesse 
presentations are the rule. Double-
digit lunkers are not out of the ques-
tion, but you can catch numbers of 
3- to 6-pounders, and a 20-pound 
trophy is possible in either water. On 
Clear Lake, work the tule reeds or 
Shad Rocks with a Lucky Craft Pointer 
Minnow, spinnerbait or unweighted 
wacky worm. Barryessa, in Napa 
County, will produce largemouths, 
smallies and spotted bass. Paradise 
and Markley coves are the hot spots 
here for anglers dead-sticking ko-
kanee salmon and trout imitations.

IDAHO 

ICE-FISHING 
Northern Idaho’s Panhandle has a 
winter fishery for just about every 
interest and jig size. Perch-jerkers will 
find hot action on Fernan, Cocolalla, 
Twin, Gamblin and Avondale lakes. 
Kokanee salmon will be available for 
ice anglers in Spirit Lake; if the bite 
goes cold, move over to Mirror Lake. 
For those who want to tangle with a 
toothy predator, soak smelt for north-
ern pike in the Coeur d’Alene Chain of 
Lakes, the north end of Hayden Lake 
and both Benewah and Chatcolet 
lakes in Hayburn State Park. Even 
legendary Priest Lake might have 
some bays capped with fishable ice, 
in which case dropping big jigs for 
lakers is worth your while.

UTAH COYOTES
Shoot a ’yote, buy some ammo. Utah 
has one of the most established  
predator-control programs in the 
West, paying a bounty of $50 per 
coyote that hunters turn in at reim-
bursement centers. Officially called 
the “Mule Deer Protection Act,” the 
bounty aims to reduce predation in 
the state’s deer range. Hunters must 
record the GPS coordinates where 
they killed the coyote and then submit 
the ears and lower jaw to authori-
ties. Last year, the state paid some 
$250,000 for about 5,000 coyotes. 
Deer units with the highest coyote 
take: Fillmore B, with 8.7 percent 
(450 coyotes); Beaver, with 6.6 per-
cent (341); Oquirrh-Stansbury, with 
6.7 percent (349); and West Desert, 
Tintic, with 5.8 percent (299).
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I�\RX¶YH�EHHQ�À\�¿VKLQJ�IRU�D�
FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV��\RX¶YH�SUREDEO\�
OHDUQHG�D�IHZ�WULFNV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��
%XW�ZKDW�LI�D�OLWWOH�WZHDN��D�WLQ\�

DGMXVWPHQW��D�VLPSOH�FKDQJH�FRXOG�SXW�
RQH�PRUH�WURXW�LQ�WKH�QHW"�,�OHDUQHG�WKHVH�
OHVVRQV�WKH�KDUG�ZD\��RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�
RI�WULDO�DQG�HUURU��VR�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�

1

6XUH��ZH�FDQ�KLGH�EHKLQG�D�EXVK�RU�WUHH��
VWHDOWKLO\�VQDNLQJ�D�FDVW�WR�D�ZDU\�UDLQ�
ERZ�XQWLO�WKH�WURXW�PRYHV��%XW�LQVWHDG�
RI�IRUFLQJ�\RXUVHOI�WR�FDVW�DURXQG�VRPH�
WKLQJ��EUHDN�XS�\RXU�SUR¿OH�E\�KDQJLQJ�
LQ�WKH�VKDGH�RU�NQHHOLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�
WUHH��ERXOGHU�RU�VKUXE��

2

:H�DOO�NQRZ�ULYHU�WURXW�IDFH�XSVWUHDP��
LQWR�WKH�FXUUHQW��%XW�ZKDW�DERXW�ZKHQ�
³XSVWUHDP´�DQG�³FXUUHQW´�GLYHUJH��VD\��
LQ�D�EDFN�HGG\"�7DNH�D�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�
\RX�VHH�DQ�HGG\�DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�¿VK�
DUH�VXFNLQJ�XS�KDSOHVV�LQVHFWV�ULGLQJ�WKH�
VZLUOLQJ�FXUUHQW��HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW¶V�FRXQWHU�
WR�WKH�VWUHDP¶V�GRZQVWUHDP�FRXUVH��&DVW��
0HQG��6WULNH�

3

+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�LI�WKDW�JX\�GRZQ�
VWUHDP�LV�D�VXFFHVVIXO�DQJOHU"�,I� WKH�
NQHHV�RI�KLV�ZDGHUV�DUH�WKUHDGEDUH��KH¶V�
JHWWLQJ�FORVHU�WR�WURXW�DQG�HQVXULQJ�D

EHWWHU�GULIW�ZKHQ�KH�FDVWV��/RQJ�FDVWV�
HTXDO�LQDFFXUDF\�DQG�DUH�D�EUHHGLQJ�
JURXQG�IRU�GUDJ��,I�WKH�¿UVW����IHHW�RI�
\RXU�OLQH�VKRZ�PRUH�ZHDU�WKDQ�WKH�QH[W�
����\RX¶UH�SUREDEO\�FDWFKLQJ�PRUH�¿VK�
WKDQ�DQJOHUV�ZKR�WDNH�WRR�PXFK�SULGH�
LQ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�OD\�RXW�D�ORW�RI�OLQH�

4

$�EUHH]H�LV�ERWK�D�QHPHVLV�DQG�D�IULHQG��
,I�\RX¶UH�OLPLWHG�WR�D�UROO�FDVW�GXH�WR�
REVWUXFWLRQV�EHKLQG�\RX��KDYLQJ�WKH�ZLQG�
DW�\RXU�EDFN�FRXOG�KHOS��3D\�RXW�D�ORW�RI�
VODFN�OLQH��WKHQ��ZKHQ�\RX�³UROO�´�HQG�
\RXU�FDVW�KLJKHU�VR�WKH�EUHH]H�FDWFKHV�
PRUH�OLQH�DQG�\RXU�À\��+HOS�LW�DORQJ�
ZLWK�D�SXQFK�PHQG��OLIWLQJ�PRUH�OLQH�
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FIELD SKILLS

Successful fly-anglers take time 
to read new water and identify 
what items trout are feeding on 
before ever making a cast.

A dozen next-level tips to 

become a more 

efficient 

fly-angler
By Scott Linden
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off the water. For shorter casts, simply 
OLIW�\RXU�OLQH�RII�WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�OHW�LW�À\�
OLNH�D�ÀDJ��*HQWO\�GURS�LW�ZKHUH�¿VK�DUH�
KLGLQJ��QR�EDFNFDVW�UHTXLUHG�

5

7URXW�DUH�OLNH�PRVW�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDOV��GR-
LQJ�DV�OLWWOH�ZRUN�DV�SRVVLEOH�LQ�SXUVXLW�
of reward (in this case, a meal). Food 
XVXDOO\�ÀRDWV�WR�WURXW�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW��
%HLQJ�VPDUWHU� WKDQ�PRVW�SROLWLFLDQV��
WURXW�KDQJ� LQ�DGMDFHQW�� VORZHU�ÀRZ�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�³MRJJLQJ�LQ�SODFH´�GLUHFWO\�
GRZQVWUHDP�RI� WKH�JRRGLHV��&XUUHQW�
VHDPV�DQG�GURS�RIIV�DUH�SRSXODU�VWDJ-
LQJ�DUHDV��2WKHU��PRUH�VXEWOH�YHUVLRQV�
LQFOXGH�VXEPHUJHG�URFNV�DQG�ORJV�ZKHUH�

¿VK�FDQ�UHVW�LQ�WKH�VODFN�ZDWHU�EHKLQG�
WKHP��ORRNLQJ�XS�RU�VLGHZD\V�IRU�IRRG��
7KH�XSVWUHDP�VLGH�RI�URFNV�DQG�ORJV�
DOVR�KDYH�D�VPDOO�EXW�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDG-
GLQJ�RI�VRIW�ZDWHU��)ULFWLRQ�VORZV�ZDWHU�
DORQJ�VWUHDP�EDQNV��VR�PDNH�D�IHZ�
casts there, too. 

6

:KHQ�¿VKLQJ�QHZ�ZDWHU�� LQVWHDG�RI�
EOLWKHO\�VWUROOLQJ�IURP�WUXFN� WR�EDQN�
WR�ULIÀH�DQG�VHWWOLQJ�ZDLVW�GHHS�LQ�D�
¿VK\�ORRNLQJ�SRRO��SDXVH�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�
VXUURXQGLQJV��7DNH�D�PRPHQW�WR�ORRN�
DW�WKH�DYDLODEOH�FRYHU��/RRN�IRU�ULVHV��
Pick up a couple of rocks and look for 
nymphs. Plan your approach for maxi-
PXP�VWHDOWK��7KHQ�JR�¿VKLQJ�

7

1RW�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK"�&RQVLGHU�WKLV�ÀRZ�
FKDUW��VPDOOHU�OLJKWHU�ORQJHU�GHHSHU��,I�
\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�\RXU�FKRVHQ�À\�DQG�DUHQ¶W�
FDWFKLQJ�¿VK��XVH�D�VPDOOHU�VL]H�DQG�RU�
RSW�IRU�D�OLJKWHU�WLSSHW��6WLOO�VNXQNHG"�
([WHQG�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�\RXU�WLSSHW²LW¶OO�
EH�OHVV�³GUDJJ\�´�:KHQ�DOO�HOVH�IDLOV�RQ�
WRS��WLH�RQ�D�VXEVXUIDFH�À\��$GG�WLSSHW�RU�
ZHLJKW�DQG�VWDUW�ERXQFLQJ�WKH�ERWWRP��,I�
QRQH�RI�WKRVH�ZRUN��LW¶V�SUREDEO\�KDSS\�
hour somewhere.

8

,W�PD\�VHHP�FRXQWHULQWXLWLYH��EXW�VODFN�
OLQH�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�WLFNHW�WR�KRRNLQJ�¿QLFN\�
WURXW�VLQFH�LW�PLQLPL]HV�GUDJ�DQG�JLYHV�
\RX�PRUH�RI�D�GHDG�GULIW��2QH�ZD\�WR�
JHW�D�QLFH��QHDW�SXGGOH�RI�OHDGHU�LV�WR�
VLPSO\�PRYH�VR�\RX¶UH�PRUH�GLUHFWO\�
GRZQVWUHDP�RI�WKH�WURXW��&DVWLQJ�IURP�
that position, the current will help push 
WKH�À\�LQWR�WKH�OHDGHU��FUHDWLQJ�PRUH�
VODFN�LQVWHDG�RI�WDNLQJ�LW�RXW��

9

:KDW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�WKH�EDQN�LV�FRYHUHG�
ZLWK�À\�JUDEELQJ�REVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�ULVLQJ�
WURXW�DUH�WRR�IDU�IRU�D�UROO�FDVW"�7XUQ�VR�
you can make your false cast parallel to 
WKH�VWUHDP�EDQN��WKHQ�SLYRW�WR�WKH�¿VK�
as you launch your money cast. 

10

0DQ\�EHJLQQHUV�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�D�ZLPS\�
EDFNFDVW�E\�SXQFKLQJ�WKHLU�IRUZDUG�FDVW�
OLNH�LW�ZDV�WKHLU�OLWWOH�EURWKHU¶V�DUP��7KDW�
FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�³FUDFN´�DQG�ORVW�À\�EHKLQG��
RU�D�EXOO�LQ�D�FKLQD�VKRS�VSODVK�RI�À\�OLQH�
RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�LQ�IURQW��,QVWHDG��ZRUN�RQ�
HTXDO�HQHUJ\�DSSOLHG�WR�ERWK�WKH�EDFNFDVW�
DQG�IRUZDUG�FDVW�IRU�D�QLFH��VWUDLJKW�OLQH�
WKDW�ÀRDWV�JUDFHIXOO\�WR�WKH�ZDWHU�

11

7R�FDWFK�D�ULVLQJ�ULYHU�WURXW��\RX�KDYH�WR�
PDUN�LW�¿UVW��EXW�WKDW�FDQ�EH�KDUGHU�WKDQ�LW�
VRXQGV��:H�¿[DWH�RQ�WKH�ULVH�ULQJ��ZKLFK�
LV�GULIWLQJ�GRZQVWUHDP��$V�D�ELUG�KXQWHU��
,¶YH�OHDUQHG�WR�XVH�¿[HG�ODQGPDUNV�WR�
UHWULHYH�WKH�IHZ�ELUGV�,�DFWXDOO\�KLW��,W�
ZRUNV�RQ�WKH�VWUHDP��WRR��6HH�WKH�ULVH��
WKHQ�ORRN�WR�WKH�EDQN�IRU�D�UHFRJQL]DEOH�
IHDWXUH��0DNH�\RXU�QH[W�FDVW�EDVHG�RQ�D�
NQRZQ�ORFDWLRQ��QRW�D�ZLOG�JXHVV��.HHS�
in mind that many rises come at the end 
RI�D�ORQJ��EDFNZDUG�GULIW�E\�WKH�WURXW��VR�
cast a few feet upstream of your landmark.

12

,Q�VNLLQJ�DQG�PRXQWDLQ�ELNLQJ��\RX�ORRN�
ZKHUH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR��QRW�DW�ZKDW�\RX�
ZDQW�WR�DYRLG�FUDVKLQJ�LQWR��,Q�À\�DQJOLQJ��
IRFXV�RQ�ZKHUH�\RX�ZDQW�\RXU�À\�WR�JR��
'RQ¶W�OHW�VWUHDPVLGH�GLVWUDFWLRQV�WDNH�
your mind off your mission. You know 
ZKHUH�\RXU�FDVW�VKRXOG�JR��0DNH�LW�VR��
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If you think you’ve chosen the 
right pattern but aren’t getting 
strikes, switch to a smaller 
version of the same fly.



A
surprising number of the world’s 
problems can be solved with 
the right jig. No, it’s not a 
medical cure-all, and it won’t 

bring peace where there is strife, but if 
you’re trying to unlock the mysteries of 
February bass, the venerable jig is the 
key. You just have to pick the right one.
Depending on where you live in the 

West, your bass could be anywhere 

along their seasonal spectrum, from 
late winter (in the northern parts of the 
region) to post-spawn (farther south). 
With such a wide range of possibili-
ties, it helps to narrow things down by 
answering a simple question: What’s 
the water temperature on your favorite 
bass water? 

The warmer it is, the more likely 
\RX¶OO�¿QG�¿VK�VKDOORZ�DQG�DFWLYH��%XW�

whether the water temperature is in the 
40s or the 70s, a jig is very likely the best 
tool for the job—not just for numbers 
of bass, but also for lunkers.

COLD OPEN

Since February can run the gamut from 
winter to post-spawn—and we have to 
start somewhere—let’s begin with late 
winter and then cover warmer options. 
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Three techniques that put 

big fish in the boat … 

even when it’s cold.

By Ken Duke
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Many anglers tend to underestimate 
where the bass are in their annual cycle, 
especially at this time of year. Though 
LW�PLJKW�EH�FROG��DQG�WKH�¿VK�FDQ�VHHP�
lethargic, the power of the spawn and 
the annual mating urge is considerable 
and should never be ignored. Even in 
areas where the bass are two or even 
three months away from laying eggs, 
at least part of the bass population is 

DOUHDG\�EHLQJ�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�QHHG�
to spawn, by the moon phases, by the 
lengthening days and by whatever else 
WHOOV�D�¿VK�WKDW�LW¶V�WLPH�WR�SURFUHDWH�

That means that even though most 
RI�WKH�EDVV�DUH�GHHS��WKH\¶OO�W\SLFDOO\�
be in water quite near their eventual 
spawning grounds. Of course, “deep” is 
D�UHODWLYH�WHUP��DQG�ZKDW¶V�GHHS�LQ�RQH�
lake or reservoir might be considered 

shallow in another. On some waters, 15 
feet is deep; on others, it might be 50 
feet or more. Water clarity is another 
factor that impacts what is considered 
deep. Generally, the clearer the water, 
the deeper the bass will go in winter.

And when you know the bass are 
deep, a football jig with a soft-plastic 
chunk-style trailer is tough to beat. The 
football jig is a great design for crawling 
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Available in a variety of styles and colors,  
jigs offer a versatile way to target winter  

bass at all levels in the water column.
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through rocks and other cover, while 
the chunk trailer is subtle—just right 
for bass when their metabolisms are 
VORZ��$W�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU��LI�WKH�¿VK�DUH�
deep, you don’t want your bait to have a 
lot of action. That would be unnatural. 
Instead, you want to crawl and drag it 
around main-lake and secondary points 
near spawning grounds. Slower is usu-
ally better under these conditions. Bites 
can be subtle, and because the water 
LV�RIWHQ�FOHDU�DQG�WKH�¿VK�DUH�JHWWLQJ�D�
good look at the lure, try to “match the 
hatch” as best you can.
Your jig can emulate anything from 

D�FUDZ¿VK�WR�D�EDLW¿VK��GHSHQGLQJ�XSRQ�
the color you select and the retrieve you 
give it. Green pumpkin and other natural 
colors are usually best. Stay away from 
the gaudy stuff unless you know the area 
forage is garish. Retrieve your jig across 
long points, starting deep—where the 
point intersects a channel or drop—and 
gradually work your way shallower. 
When you get a bite, make note of the 
depth and stick with it. There’s likely 
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�¿VK�WKHUH�

There are plenty of great football jigs 
on the market. Berkley, Jewel, Missile, 
6WULNH�.LQJ�DQG�=�0DQ�DOO�PDNH�¿QH�
models. Choose your weights based on 
WKH�GHSWKV�\RX¶OO�EH�¿VKLQJ��XVXDOO\�
3/8 to 1 ounce), but err on the heavy 
side to ensure you maintain good bot-
tom contact.

COVERING WATER

For decades, many of us thought of jigs as 
slow-moving lures to be dragged across 
WKH�ERWWRP��HPXODWLQJ�D�FUDZ¿VK��:HOO��
that works, but jigs can do a lot more. 
Over the past 30 years or so, swimming 
a jig has become a thing as we realize the 
extraordinary versatility of what must be 
one of the oldest lure types ever devised.
You can swim any jig in your tackle 

box, but you’ll likely have more success 
if you use one that’s made for the job. A 
good swim jig is balanced so that it swims 
straight through the water; has a good 
weed guard to fend off snags; carries a 
quality hook—heavy gauge for heavy 
cover and lighter wire for open water; 
and has a good trailer keeper since the 
trailer must provide a lot of the action.
Swimming a jig has at least three 

JUHDW�EHQH¿WV��)LUVW�� LW�DOORZV�\RX�WR�
cover a lot of water relatively quickly 

THE RIGHT STUFF
Rod and reel choices for fishing with jigs

Every type of fishing is made easier and more productive with the right gear. And 
while the ideal jig gear can vary from waterbody to waterbody and cover type to 
cover type, some general parameters will help.
 A good swim-jig outfit will include a 7-foot to 7-foot-6-inch, medium-heavy-
action graphite casting rod with a fast tip; a smooth baitcasting reel with a gear 
ratio of 7:1 or faster; and either 30- to 65-pound braided line (in heavy vegetative 
cover) or 15- to 20-pound fluorocarbon line (for clear water or around wood or 
rock). Such a combo is capable of long casts and solid hooksets.

A similar combo is usually best for football jigs or swing-head jigs, but you 
should probably forget about the braided line; fluorocarbon is a better choice.

For flipping and pitching, beef up to a 7-foot-6-inch to 8-foot medium-heavy 
or heavy casting rod and a casting reel spooled with 20-pound fluorocarbon or, in 
heavy vegetation, 50- to 65-pound braid.
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Maximize your angling efficiency by using 
a rod, reel and line that are suited for the 
type of jig and technique you’re fishing.

Carry jigs in multiple colors, and try 
to “match the hatch” by selecting 
one that mimics the prey species 

bass are keying on in a given area.
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THE BEST FISHERMEN JUST FISH —

WITH THE PROVEN POWER OF ULTREX™

They don’t mess with their boat. They don’t waste 

time. And they end the day with no regrets. Because 

the best fishermen fish with Ultrex™, trusting its track 

record of legendary Minn Kota® toughness and the 

power of Spot-Lock®. It’s more time on the water. 

And more fish in the boat. 
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since it’s a cast-and-crank technique. 
Shaking the rod tip as you reel will add 
some action that often draws strikes, but 
that’s usually best in water temperatures 
of 60 degrees and warmer. 
Second, a swim jig can cover all levels 

of the water column—from inches below 
the surface to 20 or 30 feet down—
though it’s most effective in water less 
than 10 feet deep. Just adjust your jig 
weight and retrieve speed until you zero-
in on what the bass want at that time.

Finally, the swim jig can emulate 
virtually anything on a bass’ diet, from 
FUDZ¿VK�WR�VKDG�WR�EOXHJLOOV�WR�DQ\WKLQJ�
else that swims. All you must do is adjust 
the color and retrieve.
With the swim jig, your soft-plastic 

trailer is almost as important as the jig 
itself. And in February, when water tem-
peratures tend to be on the low side, 
you’ll generally need to opt for a trailer 
without a lot of action. Forget the craw-
style trailers with big appendages that 

ÀRS�DURXQG��,QVWHDG��WU\�D�SDGGOH�WDLO�
swimbait or chunk trailer that’s more 
subtle and in tune with the metabolism 
of the bass.
Davis Bait Company, Dirty Jigs and 

%HUNOH\�DOO�PDNH�¿QH�VZLP�MLJV��.HHS�
an arsenal of three or four colors (white, 
green pumpkin and black-and-blue, for 
instance) in sizes from 1/4 to 1/2 ounce 
to cover the bases.

GO IN AFTER ’EM

When your buddies are telling you that 
WKH�ELWH�LV�VORZ�DQG�DOO�WKH�¿VK�DUH�GHHS��
QRG�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�DQG�JHW�\RXU�ÀLSSLQJ�
and pitching gear ready. The conven-
tional “wisdom” they’re spreading is 
probably wrong.
Fact is, there are always some bass 

LQ�VKDOORZ�ZDWHU��,W¶V�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
EHDVW��$QG�LI�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�WKHP��WKH\¶UH�
usually ready to bite. The key to putting 
them in the boat is the proper presenta-
WLRQ��DQG�WKDW�XVXDOO\�PHDQV�ÀLSSLQJ�
and pitching.
)RU�WKLV�VW\OH�RI�¿VKLQJ�\RX�ZDQW²

\RX�JXHVVHG�LW²D�ÀLSSLQJ�MLJ��7KLV�XVX-
ally means a bait with an Arkie-style 
head and heavy-duty hook that will stand 
up to jackhammer hooksets with heavy 
lines and stiff rods.

Target heavy shallow cover (less 
than 10 feet deep) and put your jig and 
soft plastic chunk right in the heart of 
it. Don’t dilly-dally around the edges 
KRSLQJ�WR�GUDZ�¿VK�RXW��\RX¶UH�PRUH�
likely to spook a bass holding in the 
densest part of the cover than you are 
to accomplish anything else. Most of 
your strikes will come on the initial 
fall, but hop the jig a time or two be-
fore lifting it out and presenting it to 
the next target.

6WULNH�.LQJ��0HGORFN�DQG�%HUNOH\�
DUH�DOO�NQRZQ�IRU�WKHLU�H[FHOOHQW�ÀLS-
ping and pitching jigs. Models weighing 
between 3/8 and 1 ounce will tackle 
most any job. 

BERKLEY 
FLIPPING JIG
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HOW-TO

Rely on these tactics to 

increase encounters with 

big winter rainbows 

when stalking the 

river’s edge.

By Gary Lewis

TAKE IT To



W
inter weather can be a good 
thing. When it’s too cold for 
many anglers to bother slid-
ing their boats in the water, 

there’s more river for the rest of us.
This is when life is better walking the 

edge of a stream, reading the water for 
WKH�EHVW�OLHV�ZLWK�D�À\�RU�VSLQQLQJ�URG�
�RU�ERWK��LQ�KDQG��5LJ�D�FRXSOH�RI�URGV�LQ�
DGYDQFH�DQG�HPSOR\�WKHVH�WDFWLFV�IURP�
the bank of your favorite trout streams 
this February and March. 

MICRO JIGS

Consider the ultra-small, head-heavy, 
GHHS�UXQQLQJ�PLFUR�MLJ�IRU�SURELQJ�GHHS�
slots in fast-moving water. Tied to mimic 
WUDGLWLRQDO�WURXW�ÀLHV��D�QHZ�OLQH�RI�MLJV�
is meeting a need for anglers who are 
FRPIRUWDEOH�¿VKLQJ�D�GHHS�UXQQLQJ��À\�
VW\OH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�D�VSLQQLQJ�URG��
The ideal rod is about 7 feet long with 
��SRXQG�WHVW�PRQR¿ODPHQW�PDLQOLQH�RU�
D�FRPSDUDEOH�EUDLG��/RRN�IRU�ZDWHU�WKDW�
PRYHV�DW�ZDONLQJ�VSHHG�DQG�DYHUDJHV���
WR���IHHW�GHHS��7KH�MLJV�DUH�KHDY\��WLHG�
on No. 12 to 8 hooks with short tails, 
VKRUW�OHJV�DQG�FROODUV��&RORUV�DQG�SDW-
WHUQV�DUH�LQ¿QLWH��EXW�D�ZHOO�VWRFNHG�ER[�
KDV�VWDSOHV�OLNH�DQ�HJJ�VXFNLQJ�OHHFK��
orange head with black body, brown, 
ROLYH�EODFN��UXVW\�RUDQJH��FUDZ¿VK�LPL-
tation) and white.
:LQWHU�WURXW�DUH�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLVWLF��

but they have not forgotten how to eat 
FUDZGDGV�RU�VFXOSLQ��8VH�D�¿[HG�RU�VOLG-
LQJ�ÀRDW�DQG�PHQG�RU�RWKHUZLVH�VORZ�
GRZQ�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�VSHHG�RI�
the water sliding along the bottom. 
,I�PLFUR�MLJV�DUH�KDUG�WR�FRPH�E\��VWRS�

E\�D�À\�VKRS�DQG�ORRN�RYHU�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�
RI�7XQJVWHQ�%DODQFHG�/HHFKHV��VFXOSLQV�
and assorted Woolly Buggers. 
If the water is too fast to run a micro 

MLJ�FORVH�WR�WKH�ERWWRP��DGG�ZHLJKW�WR�
WKH�OLQH��6RPHWLPHV�RQH�VSOLW�VKRW�FDQ�
make all the difference between catching 
D�OLPLW�DQG�JRLQJ�KRPH�HPSW\�KDQGHG�

CRAWFISH PATTERNS

After a heavy rain, a tributary stream 
will blow out and trout might back 
down out of the dirty water. Down in 
the main river, holding off the creek 
LQÀRZ��WKH\�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VWDJH�DORQJ�
WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�PXGG\�FXUUHQW�DQG�SLFN�
off food that washes down. This is an 
H[FHOOHQW�WLPH�WR�SXW�D�FUDZ¿VK�SDWWHUQ�
to work. P
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Slowly stalking the bank of a river 
with spinning or fly gear is a good  

way for anglers to try different  
tactics during the winter months.



It’s harder than it looks to get a 
weighted crawdad imitation down on 
WKH�ERWWRP��$Q\�JRRG�À\�VKRS�LV�JRLQJ�WR�
RIIHU�DW�OHDVW�D�GR]HQ�FUDZ¿VK�SDWWHUQV��
EXW�WKH�WULFN�LV�JHWWLQJ�WKHP�GHHS��7LHG�
RQ�D�MLJ�KRRN�VR�WKH�SRLQW�ULGHV�XS��DQG�
ZLWK�WXQJVWHQ�³H\HV�´�D�FUDZ¿VK�SDWWHUQ�
FDQ�JR�GHHS�IDVW��
2QH� JRRG� RSWLRQ� LV� WKH�0DFN¶V�

Roadkill Craw from Rainy’s Flies. Cast 
XSVWUHDP��OHW�LW�VLQN��WKHQ�UHWULHYH�LW�LQ�
small increments through the boulders. 
7R�¿VK�LW�ULJKW��LW�PXVW�EXPS�WKH�ERWWRP�
DQG�PRYH�LQ�VPDOO�VSXUWV��:KHQ�LW�VQDJV��
\RX�NQRZ�\RX¶UH�¿VKLQJ�LW�FRUUHFWO\��

7KH�FRSSHU�VFDOH�DQG�EXUQW�RUDQJH�
0DFN¶V�6PLOH�%ODGH�)O\�LV�D�ZLQQHU�
ZKHQ�¿VKHG�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�ERXOGHUV��EXW�
it takes weight to drag the neutrally 
buoyant attractor down. 

$�GURS�VKRW�ULJ�ZRUNV�ZHOO�IRU�OLJKW�
ZHLJKW�FUDZ�SDWWHUQV��VHH�GLDJUDP�EHORZ���
'UHVV�LW�ZLWK�3UR�&XUH�FUDZ¿VK�VFHQW�IRU�
added attraction and let that crawdad hunt.
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The author banked this chunky winter 
rainbow with a fly rod, but using  
spinning gear with fly-fishing tech-
niques will also put fish in the net.

MACK’S 
ROADKILL  

CRAW

7 1/2' 
TAPERED 
2X LEADER

10" OF
6-LB. TEST

CRAWFISH 
PATTERN FLY

10" OF
4-LB. TEST

TIPPET 
RING

CASTING 
WEIGHT

DROP-SHOT CRAWDAD
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MINI SPINNER BAITS

At certain times of the year, a spinner 
is the best choice when searching for 
trout; a run-and-gun approach can pay 
off with more strikes. But on a slow-
moving river or when casting from the 
shoreline over deeper water, it makes 
sense to experiment with various depths 
DQG�UHWULHYH�UDWHV��&DVW��FRXQW�WR�¿YH�
and retrieve. On the next cast, count to 
10, and so on. Stand in one place and 
fan-cast the area using the countdown 
system. When a trout strikes, try to get 
the lure to that same depth again. 
One of my favorite trout lures over 

the last year has been a little bass-style 
spinner bait sized down for rainbows 
from Trout Wizard Lure Company, based 
in Bend, Ore. I found them on Instagram 
DQG�VWDUWHG�¿VKLQJ�WKHLU�OXUHV�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�
season last year, with good action from 
late February into early April.
For searching really big water, I like 

the small, stealthy Realis Spin from Duo 
International. It’s a wide-area search 
bait that casts a mile and is super-easy 
WR�¿VK�ZLWK�D�VLPSOH�UHWULHYH��,W�VLQNV�
fast and its tail blade makes it look like a 
IXULRXVO\�PRYLQJ�EDLW¿VK�IURP�WKH�EDFN��
while the body gives off an erratic side 
roll at the slightest slowdown.

PLASTIC WORMS AND MINNOWS

Plastic worms tend to produce as many 
¿VK�DV�QDWXUDO�EDLWV�QRZ��5LJ�XS�WR�GULIW�
the edge of a seam with just enough 
weight to tickle the tops of the rocks. 
Jeff Warner, founder of XFactor Tackle, 
relies on three main colors in cold winter 
ZDWHU²KRW�UHG��ÀXRUHVFHQW�SLQN�DQG�
natural worm. 

$GDSWHG�IURP�VWHHOKHDG�GULIW�¿VKLQJ��
the best rig starts with a 6-pound main 
line tied to a barrel swivel. A sliding 
sinker on the main line is a good way to 
get the bait down, but another option is 
to leave a tag on the main line knot and 
crimp on removable split shot. The leader 
should be 20 inches long and terminate 
at a No. 10 or 8 single egg hook. 
Warner’s go-to for brown trout on 

his home water is a 1/16-ounce jig head 
on a No. 4 hook and an XFactor Teaser 
PLQQRZ��+H�¿VKHV�ZLWKRXW�D�ÀRDW��

“In my experience, it is better to al-
low the bait to do its work as an injured 
EDLW¿VK�´�KH�VD\V��³,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�D�QDWXUDO�
drift, I want violent rips and jerks. It’s 
why I like the lightweight jig. I don’t 

need it to be down on the bottom. It lets 
the bait look more erratic than it does 
ZLWK�D�KHDY\�MLJ�KHDG�´
Warner’s favorite color on a bright, 

VXQQ\�GD\�LV�PRWRU�RLO�ZLWK�UHG�ÀDNH��
Warner recommends casting a plastic 
minnow in tailouts and along seams 
and ripping it back.

“I like to cast it upriver and then ‘work 
WKH�FORFN�¶�VR�WR�VSHDN�´�KH�VD\V��³(YHQ�
cast it straight downriver and twitch it. 
,I�,�GRQ¶W�FDWFK�D�¿VK�DIWHU�WKDW��WKHUH�
DLQ¶W�RQH�LQ�WKHUH�´

The bite can be hard to detect. Keep 
\RXU�LQGH[�¿QJHU�RQ�WKH�OLQH�WR�VWD\�LQ�
touch with the rocks; set the hook at the 
slightest tug that signals a grab. 

FLY-ROD BEADS

:LWK�ZKLWH¿VK�VSDZQLQJ�LQ�:HVWHUQ�ULY-
ers in February, we have a bait to match. 
7URXW�NH\LQJ�RQ�ZKLWH¿VK�VSDZQ�JHW�
used to gobbling the yellow eggs, and 
LW¶V�ZK\�VRPH�À\�DQJOHUV�KDYH�VXFFHVV�
RQ�\HOORZ�ZHW�ÀLHV�LQ�)HEUXDU\��6XPPHU�
steelhead might also be spawning in 
February, in which case the trout will be 
eating orange eggs. In any case, small 
beads and tiny yellow worms can turn 
a rainbow’s head this month. 
Go for a stealthy presentation in clear 

water with a bead about 2 inches above 
the hook. This can be accomplished 
several ways. One easy method is to 
attach a piece of clear mono to the leader 
with a nail knot 2 inches above the hook, 
where it acts as a stop. Set the indicator 
(a good one is the easy-to-cast plastic 
Thingamabobber), put split shot above 
the tippet knot (or swivel) and set the 
ÀRDW�DERXW�WKH�GHSWK�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��
When the trout bites the bead, the 

angler reacts with a short upward lift, 

which tends to pull the bead through 
and pin the hook in the outside corner 
RI�WKH�¿VK¶V�PRXWK��

SOFT-PLASTIC EGGS

A squishable, scented roe imitation 
tumbled along the gravel with a drift-
¿VKLQJ�ULJ�RU�D�ERWWRP�ZDONLQJ�GURS�
shot setup can turn a lot of heads. One 
RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�PRPHQWV�LQ�GULIW�¿VKLQJ�
is to watch a trout peel away from its 
holding lie, follow a soft orange egg 
downstream, then crush it. 

$�'DLLFKL�6DOPRQ�(JJ�%OHHGLQJ�%DLW�
hook in sizes 12 to 8 is a good choice for 
most trout water. Again, the soft egg is 
best positioned 2 inches above the hook, 
which can be accomplished by using a 
nail knot, a blood knot, a sequin or a 
similar bead stopper. 
One of the mistakes we make is using 

an indicator in shallow, clear water. If 
WKH�¿VK�DQG�WKH�ERWWRP�DUH�YLVLEOH��GLV-
pense with the indicator and just watch 
for the take. 

Another mistake is allowing the 
weight to control the movement of the 
egg. This is why a sliding sinker is some-
times the best choice. A drop-shot weight 
with a tag end of a surgeon’s knot used to 
VSOLFH�RQ�D�ELW�RI���SRXQG�ÀXRURFDUERQ�
is another option.   
,Q�)HEUXDU\�DQ�DQJOHU�FDQ�¿QG�FOHDU�

water before the snows start to melt 
and lift the rivers. This time of the 
year, you’re never up a creek without 
a paddle. It’s a time to walk the edge 
of the river with your favorite pair of 
polarized glasses and a couple of rods 
rigged to anticipate a trout’s appetite. 
Big rainbows are on the move this 
month, and they are hungry. You can 
bank on that. 
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This rainbow fell to a Mack’s 
Smile Blade Fly in crawfish colors 

fished along the river’s bottom.
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n corduroy country, with its endless 
ripple of ridges and coulees, the 
terrain calls the shots. Climb high, 
where you have plenty of visibil-

ity, and the wind can send your scent into 
the nose of an incoming coyote. If you 
stay low, where wind is more consistent, 
you lose the advantage of sight.

The best broken-country coyote hunt-
ers adjust to a mix of landscapes and 
HPSOR\�D�KDQGIXO�RI�VHWXSV�WR�VSHFL¿F�
terrain features and weather conditions. 
That versatility is key, because anywhere 
\RX�¿QG�FR\RWHV�LQ�WKH�:HVW²WKDW�LV�WR�
VD\��HYHU\ZKHUH²WKH\�WKULYH�LQ�VRPH�

variation of broken country, whether 
river breaks, timbered foothills, arid 
bench-and-canyon land or even farm 
country that’s broken up by fences and 
homesteads. If you have only one go-to 
set, then you’re going to miss out on a 
lot of callable coyotes this month.

Coyotes are particularly susceptible 
to calling in February, when juveniles 
are wandering in search of mates, adults 
are territorial in this breeding season 
and every coyote is especially vocal. 
This is the month to stack fur, and in 
broken terrain you’ll do it with a mix 
of hand and electronic calls and with 

D�ORQJ�UDQJH�ULÀH�DQG�D�FORVH�TXDUWHUV�
shotgun. Depending on the terrain, you 
might have to reach out for a distant 
shot or take an incoming coyote at 
turkey range.

Because every piece of ground is dif-
ferent, routinely successful coyote callers 
must rely on a wide variety of tactics 
DQG�DGMXVWPHQWV�WR�VSHFL¿F�FRQGLWLRQV��
Entire books have been written about 
variations on these themes, but we’re 
going to give you four sets that cover 
nearly every type of terrain, from the 
8WDK�VFDEODQGV�WR�WKH�ZKHDW�¿HOGV�RI�
eastern Montana.
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HOW-TO

Use terrain features and vegetation funnels to 

call coyotes right into your lap.

By Andrew McKean
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CLIMB HIGH AND GLASS

,Q�XQIDPLOLDU�FRXQWU\��WKLV�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�
EHVW�ZD\�WR�ERWK�OHDUQ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�
UHDG�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�RI�GLVWDQW�FR\RWHV��
/DVW�\HDU��,�HPSOR\HG�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�LQ�
WKH�EUHDNV�RI�:\RPLQJ¶V�3RZGHU�5LYHU��
KLNLQJ�RU�GULYLQJ�WR�WKH�WRSV�RI�ULGJHV�DQG�
SURPRQWRULHV��WKHQ�WXFNLQJ�LQWR�FRYHU�
DQG�VSHQGLQJ�WKH�QH[W�KRXU�SLFNLQJ�DSDUW�
WKH�ODQGVFDSH�ZLWK�P\�RSWLFV��
:KHQ�KXQWLQJ�QHZ�JURXQG��,�PLJKW�

PDNH�VRPH�ORZ�YROXPH�FDOOV�� MXVW�WR�
VWULNH�DQ�DQVZHU�IURP�DQ\�QHDUE\�FR\-
RWHV��EXW�WKLV�LV�PDLQO\�D�ZDWFK�DQG�
ZDLW�JDPH��GLVVHFWLQJ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�
ZLWK�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�SDWLHQFH��,I�,�VSRW�D�
FR\RWH�ZLWKLQ�HDUVKRW��,�NHHS�P\�RSWLFV�
RQ�LW²KHUH¶V�ZKHUH�D�WULSRG�PRXQWHG�
ELQRFXODU�SD\V�RII²DQG�EORZ�D�VHULHV�
RI�ORXG�KDLO�FDOOV��*HQHUDOO\��,¶OO�VHQG�D�
VKRUW�LQWHUURJDWLRQ�FDOO�WR�VHH�KRZ�WKH\�
UHDFW��,I�WKH\¶UH�WRR�IDU�DZD\�WR�KHDU��
RU�LI�WKH�ZLQG�VQDWFKHV�P\�VRXQG��WKHQ�
,¶OO�HLWKHU�JHW�FORVHU�RU�EORZ�D�KLJK�
SLWFKHG�FDOO�WKDW�SXQFKHV�WKURXJK�WKH�
ZLQG��1RUPDOO\��DQ�XQVXVSHFWLQJ�FR\RWH�

ZLOO�UDLVH�LWV�KHDG�DQG�UHVSRQG��7KDW¶V�D�
NLOODEOH�GRJ��,I�LW�WXFNV�LWV�WDLO�DQG�UXQV�
WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��WKH�RQO\�ZD\�\RX¶OO�NLOO�
LW�LV�E\�DPEXVK�
,�OLNH�WR�PRYH�LQ�IDVW�RQ�WKRVH�FXUL-

RXV�FR\RWHV��PDNLQJ�VXUH�WR�NHHS�P\�
SUR¿OH�RII�WKH�ULGJHOLQH�DQG�WKH�ZLQG�LQ�
P\�IDFH�RU�RQ�P\�FKHHN��,¶P�QR�SXULVW��
LI�,�FDQ�JHW�ZLWKLQ�ULÀH�UDQJH�WR�SLFN�RII�
DQ�REOLYLRXV�FR\RWH��,¶OO�WDNH�WKH�VKRW��
%XW�WKH�SLQQDFOH�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�PDNLQJ�
D�NLOO�VHW�DQG�FDOOLQJ�WKDW�FR\RWH�,�VDZ�
IURP�RQ�KLJK�ULJKW�LQWR�P\�ODS�

7KLQN�RI�WKLV�DSSURDFK�OLNH�D�EDVV�
DQJOHU�FDVWLQJ�WR�QHVWLQJ�EDVV��<RX�FDQ�
WKURZ�D�EXQFK�RI�GLIIHUHQW�FDOOV��RU�OXUHV��
DW�\RXU�TXDUU\�DQG�DGMXVW�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�
WKHLU�UHVSRQVH��5HJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��
,�JHQHUDOO\�VWDUW�ZLWK�D�SXS�ZKLQH�DQG�
\HOS��7KHVH�DUH�QRQ�DJJUHVVLYH�YRFDOL]D-
WLRQV�WKDW�QHLWKHU�DODUP�QRU�LQYLWH��7KH\�
VLPSO\�DOHUW��DQG�ZLOO�VHW�XS�D�FR\RWH�IRU�
WKH�QH[W�VHTXHQFH�
,I�D�FR\RWH�FRPHV��NHHS�XS�WKH�ZKLQ-

LQJ��,I�LW�OLIWV�LWV�KHDG�DQG�VWDQG�LWV�JURXQG��
WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�\RXU�JR�WR�SUH\�LQ�GLVWUHVV�
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Between breeding and feeding, coyotes 
are busy critters in late winter, often 
ranging far and wide in search  
of a mate, a meal or both.

When hunting new turf, get up high, tuck into 
any available cover and use your optics to 

pick apart the surroundings to spot coyotes.



call. For some of you, that’s a jackrabbit. 
For others, it’s a fawn or a magpie. If your 
appeal to their stomachs doesn’t work, 
go back to vocalizations—a challenge 
bark or an interrogation howl. After all, 
it’s February, and if you stroke the right 
sequence, you can have a bristled-up 
male come charging to your call.

TUCK INTO TIGHT COVER

This is the antithesis of the spot-and-call 
approach. It’s all call, and it’s a deadly 
tactic if you know the terrain. My buddy 
Cory Peterson lives by this, killing an 
average of two dozen coyotes every 
winter in the same Wyoming pasture, 
all inside 100 yards.

Peterson plans his sits on wind direc-
tion and barometric pressure. With a 
rising barometer and a wind in his face, 
he’ll tuck into the boughs of a low-slung 
juniper or cedar and watch his downwind 
VLGH��)RU�3HWHUVRQ��D�1HEUDVND�RXW¿WWHU��
this is strictly a distress play. He relies 
on an electronic caller to send a variety 
of fawn-in-distress calls.
It’s worth noting that Peterson mostly 

wields a shotgun with an extended full 
choke. He’s comfortable taking shots 
out to 75 yards, anchoring coyotes with 
No. 4 buckshot.

The location of the set is critical. 
Peterson sets up near game trails where 
he’s routinely seen coyote tracks, but 

’YOTE GEAR
Solid options to round out 

your coyote-hunting  
bag of tricks

OPTICS

Broken-country tactics put a 
premium on visibility. The best all-
around Western coyote optic I’ve 
experienced is Maven’s 12x50 

C.3 binocular ($500; mavenbuilt.
com). It has the magnification to 
pick coyotes out of 
distant terrain, 
and it easily 
mounts to 
a tripod, 
so your 

to call and to shoot.

CALL

The best open-country coyote 
call I’ve blown is Zepp’s simple 
Fox-Bobcat-Coyote Getter ($25; 
markzepp.com), a closed-reed, 
crazy-loud hand call that can mimic 
coyote vocalizations. It’s at its best, 
though, with low-volume squeaks 
and moans that define the most 
realistic prey-in-trouble sounds. It 
blows easily, even in sub-zero temps.

SHOOTING STICK

I’m a big believer in a simple, 
versatile shooting stick to minimize 
movement of your gun when a 
coyote is in the red zone. The easiest 
to deploy is Primos’ Gen3 Short 

Tripod ($139; primos.com), which 
adjusts from 18 to 38 inches—
perfect for a seated coyote caller.

SHOTGUN LOAD

My choice is Federal’s Vital-Shok 

buckshot in No. 4 ($19/box of 5; 
federalpremium.com). The copper-
plated pellets deliver consistent 
patterns and reach to 70 yards, 
depending on gauge and length.

A
N

D
R

EW
 M

C
K

EA
N

48   FEBRUARY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

The author likes to call coyotes in close,  
but he won’t hesitate to use call-and-stalk  
tactics to set up longer shots.
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Get your gun up on a knee or bipod 
even before you begin your calling 
sequence. When this approach works, 
things happen so fast that you won’t 
have time to get set up before coyotes 
are coming on a string, heads up and 
looking for any movement or glint of 
skin or gun.

RUN THE RIDGES

This is a tactic borrowed from my 
late-season turkey book. Find a long, 
timbered ridge that commands a ton 

where cows and deer also lay down sign. 
Coyotes are comfortable traveling well-
trod trails, and because Peterson knows 
they’ll come in on these established 
routes, he doesn’t have to guess about 
direction or distance.
He rarely gets a vocal response to 

his calls; instead, these coyotes come 
RQ�D�VWULQJ��JHQHUDOO\�UXQQLQJ�ÀDW�RXW�
on the trails and then trotting or even 
walking when they get inside 100 yards. 
This close engagement puts a premium 
RQ�FDPRXÀDJH�DQG�ODFN�RI�PRYHPHQW��

of lower country and simply walk the 
spine, calling into drainages on either 
side. Set up against a big tree trunk 
every 200 yards or so and keep your 
eyes peeled for silent coyotes sneaking 
into your location. That’s an important 
consideration, as only a quarter or so of 
February coyotes will respond to your 
calls. Especially in the middle of the day, 
plan to shoot coyotes that don’t make 
a peep as they investigate your calls.

The upside of this is that you can 
cover several square miles in a day, so 
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In February, many coyotes won’t vocally 
respond to a call but will instead approach 
silently, especially in the middle of the day.



you’re peeling coyotes out of the low 
country that would never hear your calls 
if you stayed only at the trailhead or 
head of the ridge.
It’s a tactic that depends a ton on 

wind direction. That makes it a good 
mid- to late-day option, when February 
winds are a little more directional than 
they are before noon. And it’s one that 
puts a premium on stealth. Stay close to 
cover to hide your form, keep your eyes 
peeled and do whatever it takes to see 
an incoming coyote before it sees you. 
In February, it’s also a good chance to 
snow-track coyotes, which will often 
move along the same ridgelines that 
you’re working.

CALL UPHILL

Lastly, use terrain features to call coyotes 
LQWR�WKH�FRQÀXHQFH�RI�D�ZHE�RI�GUDLQDJHV��
This is a very good approach as winter 
weather pushes wind currents downhill, 
and it’s the best way to cover many 
square miles of cover with a single set.
It’s also a very good ag-country 

approach, since many Western ter-
rains drain into irrigated bottomlands. 
Coyotes will feed at night on voles, 
mice and birds in the highly productive 
ERWWRPODQGV��WKHQ�¿OWHU�XS�GU\�GUDLQDJHV�
to bed down for the daytime. By setting 
up in the cover-rich ag area, you can 
appeal to coyotes’ daily routines and use 
a wide variety of prey-in-distress calls.
My favorite for this terrain is a fawn-

in-distress call. Fawns—whether white-
tails or mule deer—offer a huge caloric 

payout for a predator, and because these 
low-elevation areas are often full of 
foraging deer at night, it’s not a stretch 
for coyotes to assume that one of those 
alfalfa-gorging deer has run into a fence 
or gotten clipped by a car.

This is an approach that’s best ex-
ecuted with a partner. One of you can 
work the call and spot while the other 
sits upwind with a gun on a shooting 
stick, ready to swivel and squeeze off 
a shot when the coyote shows itself in 
the dense cover.

The biggest takeaway from this 
set, just like the others, is that hunters 
should keep a close eye on their down-
wind side. That’s almost always where 
coyotes will approach from, trying to 
get a whiff of their prey before they 
show themselves. 
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A dependable semi-automatic rifle and  
high-quality scope is a proven combo 

for longer shots on wary coyotes.

Hunt the bottoms of brush-choked can-
yons, where coyotes often use deer and 
cattle trails to make their daily rounds.
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inutes into my calling se-
quence, a blanket of fog 
drifted into the ravine below. 
My instincts told me to quit 

calling, but I didn’t.
I’d placed a FoxPro e-caller 50 yards 

in front of me on the edge of a clearcut, 
and nestled into a tangled root wad above 
it. The whole valley resonated with the 
deer distress sounds. It was perfect.

When the fog lifted, a set of cat 
tracks—tracks that weren’t there when 
I started calling—had emerged from the 
thick timber, continued up an old log-
ging road and stopped within 50 yards 
of my call. Then, the cat returned along 
the same path, back into the timber.
I called for another 45 minutes, us-

ing a mix of big-game, small-game and 
bird distress sounds, but the cat never 

returned. I tracked it for more than half 
D�PLOH��KRSLQJ�HLWKHU�WR�¿QG�LW�RU�UHDFK�
a place where I could call again, but 
the brush was so thick that I gave up.

THE APEX PREDATOR

Cougars are considered by many hunters 
to be the toughest of all predators to call 
in. Consider the cats’ solitary lifestyle, 
their expansive range and the dense 
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HOW-TO

With mountain lion numbers growing, 

now is prime time to hunt these stealthy predators.
By Scott Haugen



habitats in which they live, and it’s no 
wonder cougars are the apex predator.

At about 2 years of age, cougars be-
come sexually mature; however, they 
seldom breed until they are older and 
have established a home range. Toms live 
up to 12 years, females longer. Mating 
can occur any time of year, but most 
breeding takes place between October 
and May, with January and February 

being the peak. Therefore, these are the 
prime calling months.
Male cougars can range 100 miles or 

more—much farther than females—when 
establishing territories. Males will mate 
with multiple females, and toms play no 
role in rearing the young. Cougars can 
be very vocal during breeding time, with 
females making eerie, wailing and blood-
curdling screams. Cougars also hiss, 

growl, cry and chirp—sounds hunters 
can emulate in an effort to call in a cat.

CALLING ALL COUGARS

Twenty years ago, I talked to a man who 
called in seven cougars in six weeks. He 
and his hunting buddies, who each had 
tags, killed every one of them. His ap-
proach was simple. He’d pull his truck 
to an elevated landing at the end of a 
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 A cougar can roam a home range of 100 
square miles or more, making it one of the 

most challenging predators to lure to a call.
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logging road, set two giant speakers on 
the hood of his truck and play cougar 
mating sounds as loud as he could.
He considered the peak of the breed-

ing season to be January and February in 
the Cascades, and obviously knew what 
he was doing. He experienced success 
year after year.

The growing number of hunter-cougar 
encounters is rising throughout the West, 
along with cat populations. More than 80 
percent of cougars are taken by hunters 
who are targeting other animals, mainly 
coyotes and elk. With so many cougars, 
and so much public land to explore, 
\RX¶G�WKLQN�PRUH�KXQWHUV�ZRXOG�¿QG�
success calling them.
I’ve spoken with many hunters who 

have called in cougars and didn’t know 
it until they left the call site. Upon leav-
ing the area, they found where cats had 
moved in behind them, often lying down 
in the snow, trying to identify the prey 
or patiently waiting before moving in 
for the kill.
Many elk hunters are calling in cou-

gars with cow and calf sounds intended 
to bring in a rutting bull in September 
and October. Late summer and early 
fall are when many kittens are mature 
enough to learn how to take down big 
game, meaning many cats are actively 
on the hunt.
One hunter I spoke with, Josh 

Knoebel, successfully and intentionally 
called in two cougars in recent years. He 
killed them both and earned each one.

³7KH�¿UVW�FDWV�,�VWDUWHG�SLFNLQJ�XS�RQ�
trail camera were in August, at about 
1,000 feet of elevation in the Cascades,” 
Knoebel says. “I kept getting pictures of 
two cats, young females, through October, 
and once the pelts primed up, I started 
FDOOLQJ��,�¿JXUHG�LI�,�VDW�DQG�FDOOHG�HYHU\�
day for several weeks, I’d have a solid 
chance of getting a cat. I was prepared to 
call at least two hours each time, hoping 
to catch the cats as they moved through.”
On day three, Knoebel didn’t need 

to call the full two hours.
“I let the fawn distress calls run for 

an hour on my Johnny Stewart call,” 
KH�VD\V��³7KHQ�,�VZLWFKHG�WR�¿JKWLQJ�
mountain lion sounds. Fifteen minutes 
into that sound, I noticed a brown spot 
in the brush. It just appeared right in 
front of me—no movement, no sound, 
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When coming to a call, cougars 
often will bed down long enough to 
pinpoint the location of the distress 
sounds before sneaking in for the kill.

Cougars are fine-tuned predators, 
claiming an astounding number  
of big-game animals every year.
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nothing. I stared at the spot, trying to 
¿JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��DQG�WKDW¶V�ZKHQ�
,�VDZ�D�WDLO�WZLWFK�´
.QRHEHO¶V�KHDUW�UDFHG��EXW�KH�NHSW�

KLV�FRPSRVXUH��WDNLQJ�VWHDG\�DLP�DW�WKH�
FDW�WKDW�VWDUHG�KLP�LQ�WKH�IDFH����\DUGV�
DZD\��+H�GURSSHG�WKH�IHPDOH�OLRQ�ZLWK�
RQH�ZHOO�SODFHG�VKRW�

7KH�VHFRQG�FRXJDU�.QRHEHO�FDOOHG�
LQ�ZDV�DOVR�LQ�1RYHPEHU��WKLV�RQH�DW�
������IHHW�LQ�WKH�&DVFDGH�0RXQWDLQV�

³,�JRW�WLPH�RII�ZRUN��DV�ZH�KDG�D�IUHVK�
VQRZ�´�.QRHEHO�VD\V��³,Q�RQH�DUHD��,�FXW�
WKUHH�IUHVK�FDW�WUDFNV�DQG�,�IROORZHG�WKHP�
RYHU�RQH�DQG�D�KDOI�PLOHV��,�IRXQG�ZKHUH�
WKH\�EHGGHG�DQG�XULQDWHG��WKHQ�HQWHUHG�
D�FOHDULQJ�LQ�WKH�WLPEHU��7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�,�
VHW�XS�P\�)R[3UR�DQG�VWDUWHG�FDOOLQJ�´
.QRHEHO�XVHG�D� ORVW� IDZQ�VRXQG��

1LQHWHHQ�PLQXWHV�LQWR�WKH�VHTXHQFH��
DQ�RUDQJH�FRORUHG�FDW�FDPH�FKDUJLQJ�
RXW�RI�WKH�WLPEHU�

³2QFH�VKH�UHDFKHG�WKH�RSHQLQJ�DQG�
¿JXUHG�RXW�ZKHUH�WKH�VRXQG�ZDV�FRP�
LQJ�IURP��VKH�ZHQW�LQWR�VWHDOWK�PRGH�
DQG�VWDUWHG�VORZO\�VWDONLQJ�WKH�FDOO�´�
.QRHEHO�VD\V��³7KDW�ZDV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�
WKLQJ�WR�ZDWFK�´�

%HIRUH�WKH�FRXJDU�UHDFKHG�.QRHEHO¶V�
FDOO��KH�¿OOHG�KLV�WDJ�

KEEP AT IT

2I�DOO�WKH�FDW�KXQWHUV�,¶YH�WDONHG�ZLWK�
RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH\�DOO�DJUHHG�WKDW�GHGL�
FDWLQJ�D�PLQLPXP�RI�WZR�KRXUV�WR�HDFK�
FDOOLQJ�VHWXS�LV�D�PXVW��7KH\�DOVR�DJUHHG�
WKDW�WKH�ORXGHU�WKH�FDOOV�WKH�EHWWHU��DQG�
WKDW�FRQVLVWHQW�FDOOLQJ�ZLWK�QR�EUHDNV�
LV�LPSRUWDQW�

'HHU�IDZQ�DQG�DGXOW�GHHU�GLVWUHVV�
VRXQGV��IROORZHG�E\�FDOI�DQG�FRZ�HON�
VRXQGV��VHHP�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�SURGXF�
WLYH�IRU�KXQWHUV�WDUJHWLQJ�FRXJDUV��%LUG�
GLVWUHVV� DQG� YDULRXV� PRXQWDLQ� OLRQ� 

YRFDOL]DWLRQV�DOVR�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�QXPEHU�
RI�FDWV�HYHU\�\HDU�
0DQ\�KXQWHUV�DGYRFDWH�VHWWLQJ�XS�

RQ�D�IUHVK�NLOO�DQG�FDOOLQJ�DV�VRRQ�DV�
SRVVLEOH��EXW�WKRVH�DUHQ¶W�HDV\�WR�FRPH�
E\��2QH�KXQWHU�VHW�D�FR\RWH�GHFR\�RQ�D�
IUHVK�GHHU�NLOO�DQG�XVHG�FR\RWH�VRXQGV�
WR�EULQJ�LQ�D�FDW��ZKLFK�GHPROLVKHG�WKH�
GHFR\�VR�TXLFNO\�KH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�
ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��:KHQ�WKH�OLRQ�SDXVHG��
WKH�KXQWHU�¿OOHG�KLV�WDJ�
2I�WKH�PDQ\�KXQWHUV�ZKR�VKDUHG�VWR�

ULHV�ZLWK�PH��LW�WRRN�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�QHDUO\�
RQH�DQG�D�KDOI�KRXUV�IRU�D�FRXJDU�WR�FRPH�
LQWR�D�FDOO��$�KLJK�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�FDWV�FDPH�
LQ�VORZ�DQG�WLPLG��DSSHDULQJ�LQ�JKRVW�
OLNH�IDVKLRQ��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��KXQWHUV�
DGYRFDWH�WHGLRXVO\�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�FDOOLQJ�
DUHD�IRU�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�SULRU�WR�PDNLQJ�
DQ\�VRXQGV�VR�\RX�FDQ�UHFRJQL]H�ZKHQ�
VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�KDELWDW�ORRNV�GLIIHUHQW�

�³,�KRQHVWO\�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�ZKDW�VRXQG�
\RX�XVH�PDWWHUV�PXFK�´�VD\V�.QRHEHO��
³,W¶V�PRUH�DERXW�YROXPH�DQG�FRQVLVWHQF\�
DQG�EHLQJ�ZKHUH�D�FDW�FDQ�KHDU�\RX�´

SNOW TIME

6RPH�KXQWHUV�KDYH�KDG�JRRG�VXFFHVV�
WUDFNLQJ�FRXJDUV�LQ�VQRZ��WRR��7KH�EHVW�
UHVXOWV�FRPH�ZLWK�D�IUHVK�VQRZ�

³,I�\RX�ORRN�XS�LQWR�WKH�KLOOV�DQG�VHH�
WKDW�IUHVK�VQRZ�IHOO�LQ�WKH�QLJKW��FDOO�LQ�
VLFN�DQG�JHW�DIWHU�LW�´�VD\V�-XVWLQ�6PLWK��
³:KHQ�RQ�WKH�KXQW��FDWV�ZLOO�JR�DQ\ZKHUH��
EXW�EHWZHHQ�KXQWV�WKH\�RIWHQ�ZDON�SDWKV�
RI�OHDVW�UHVLVWDQFH�OLNH�ORJJLQJ�URDGV�DQG�
JDPH�WUDLOV��7KURZ�D�SDFN�RQ�\RXU�EDFN�
DQG�IROORZ�WKRVH�WUDFNV�DV�IDU�DV�\RX�
FDQ��DQG�\RX�PLJKW�MXVW�FDWFK�XS�WR�RQH�´
2I�WKH�KXQWHUV�,�VSRNH�ZLWK�DERXW�

WUDFNLQJ� FRXJDUV� LQ� WKH� VQRZ�� PRVW�
VKDUHG�WKH�REVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�SULRU�WR�NLOO�
LQJ�D�FDW��WKH\�VDZ�ZKHUH�LW�KDG�ODLQ�LQ�
WKH�VQRZ��RIWHQ�PXOWLSOH�WLPHV��:KHQ�
\RX�VWDUW�VHHLQJ�ZKHUH�D�FRXJDU�KDV�ODLQ�
GRZQ��VORZ�\RXU�SDFH�DQG�VWDUW�JODVVLQJ�
RU�EHJLQ�FDOOLQJ�

7KUHH�GD\V�SULRU� WR�ZULWLQJ� WKHVH�
ZRUGV��,�VDZ�WKH�ELJJHVW�FRXJDU�RI�P\�
OLIH��7KH�PDVVLYH�WRP�FURVVHG�D�ORJJLQJ�
URDG�ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH�VRRQ�DIWHU�,¶G�
¿QLVKHG�FDOOLQJ��,�WULHG�FDOOLQJ�DJDLQ��DQG�
UHWXUQHG�HDFK�RI�WKH�QH[W�WZR�PRUQLQJV�
EXW�KDG�QR�OXFN��,¶P�QRW�JLYLQJ�XS�
,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�FDOO�LQ�RU�WUDFN�GRZQ�D�

FRXJDU��VSHQG�VHULRXV�WLPH�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV�
DQG�GRQ¶W�WKURZ�LQ�WKH�WRZHO��6XFFHVV�
UHTXLUHV�PDQ\�WKLQJV�WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�
ZKHQ�SXUVXLQJ�WKHVH�DSH[�SUHGDWRUV��
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DESTINATIONS

As the season winds down, goose hunting heats up 

in northeastern Colorado.
By Mike Gnatkowski



T
he last two weeks of the dark-
goose season in northeast 
Colorado might be the best 
goose hunting of the year in 

the region. It’s the one time when you’re 
not going to get shafted by the weather 
when waterfowling. If it’s nasty, giant 
honkers that have endured a long, cold 
ZLQWHU�ZLOO�¿QDOO\�UHOHQW�DQG�VOLS�GRZQ�
from Montana and Wyoming to more 
FRPIRUWDEOH�FRQ¿QHV�ZKHUH�IRRG�VRXUF-
es aren’t covered in a foot of snow. If 
LW¶V�PLOG��VQRZ�JHHVH��VSHFNOHEHOOLHV�
DQG�FDFNOHUV��WKH�VPDOOHVW�VXEVSHFLHV�RI�
&DQDGD�JHHVH��ZLOO�EHJLQ�¿OWHULQJ�XS�
IURP�WKH�6DQ�/XLV�9DOOH\�DQG�SRLQWV�
IDUWKHU�VRXWK�WR�JHW�D�MXPS�RQ�WKH�VSULQJ�
migration. It’s one time when waterfowl-
HUV�DUH�KDSS\�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�NLQG�
of weather they get, which is rare. 

MIGRATION ROUTES

Colorado’s Front Range is famous for 
its goose hunting. The lee side of the 
mountains has just the right mix of im-
SRXQGPHQWV��SULYDWH�ODNHV�DQG�SRQGV��DJ-
riculture and a moderate climate to attract 
geese migrating south from Wyoming, 
Montana, Saskatchewan and the Arctic. 
A fair number of resident Canada geese 
¿QG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�HTXDOO\�LQYLWLQJ��
5HVHDUFKHUV�HVWLPDWH�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�SHDN�
RI�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ��XSZDUGV�RI���������
JHHVH�WDNH�XS�UHVLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�)URQW�
5DQJH��ZKHUH�WKH�JRRVH�SRSXODWLRQ�DW-
WUDFWV�D�ORW�RI�DWWHQWLRQ��7KHUH¶V�VWHHS�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�SULPH�KXQWLQJ�SURSHUW\�
OHDVHV�ZLWKLQ����PLOHV�RI�)RUW�&ROOLQV��
DQG�ODQGRZQHUV�JHW�WRS�GROODU�IRU�WKHP��
3XEOLF�KXQWLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�EDVL-
cally nonexistent. 

%\�FRQWUDVW�� MXVW�����PLOHV� WR� WKH�
QRUWKHDVW�D�WRWDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�
of geese exists. Like with the Front Range 
WUDQVLHQWV��WKH�JRRVH�SRSXODWLRQ�KHUH�KDV�
EHHQ�JURZLQJ�E\�OHDSV�DQG�ERXQGV��EXW�
they aren’t the same geese. Although there 
are giant Canadas in the mix that migrate 
through northeast Colorado, there’s also 
an abundance of cacklers, white-fronts 
�VSHFNOHEHOOLHV��DQG�VQRZ�JHHVH���

“There are a lot more white-fronts in 
northeast Colorado than there are on the 
Front Range,” says Jim Gammonley, 
ZLOGOLIH�VSHFLDOLVW�ZLWK�&RORUDGR�3DUNV�
DQG�:LOGOLIH��&3:���³:KLOH�LW¶V�UDUH�WR�
see a white-front on the Front Range, 
they’re commonly found in the north-
HDVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWH��,�KDYH�D�IHHOLQJ�
WKDW�WKRVH�ELUGV�DUH�VSLOOLQJ�RYHU�IURP�
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Hunters who pursue geese through the end 
of Colorado’s season can experience some 
of the best waterfowl hunting of the year.



M
IK

E 
G

N
AT

K
O

W
S

K
I 

(2
)

the population that migrates though 
Nebraska’s Rainwater Basin.” 

A major portion of the continent’s 
white-fronted goose population passes 
through the Rainwater Basin, which 
isn’t far from northeast Colorado as the 
JRRVH�ÀLHV��7KH�VSHFNV�DUH�KHDGHG�IRU�
7H[DV��.DQVDV��/RXLVLDQD�DQG�$UNDQVDV�
in the fall, and Saskatchewan, Alberta 
and Alaska in the spring. A succession of 
drought years in the Rainwater Basin has 
made it likely that more and more specks 
and snows have been sliding to the west. 

“More than likely, if you see a white-
fronted goose anywhere in western 
Nebraska or northeast Colorado in 
February it’s heading north,” says 
*DPPRQOH\��³7KHUH¶V�EHHQ�D�VKLIW� LQ�
the last couple of decades in where the 
white-fronts and snows are wintering, 
including the specks and snows coming 
through western Nebraska and northeast 
Colorado. I’m guessing the white-fronts 
are headed to southeast Colorado and 
John Martin Reservoir, the Panhandle of 
7H[DV��WKH�:LQFKHVWHU�/DNHV�UHJLRQ�QHDU�
:LFKLWD�)DOOV�DQG�WKH�LQWHULRU�RI�7H[DV��
6RPH�PD\�JR�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�0H[LFR�RU�
FRDVWDO�7H[DV��6QRZ�JHHVH�DUH�OLNHO\�
KHDGHG�WR�WKH�VDPH�DUHDV��ZLWK�WKH�H[-
FHSWLRQ�RI�LQWHULRU�7H[DV�´
Geese don’t just migrate north and 

south. Much of the movement, especially 
in northeast Colorado, is from east to 
ZHVW�DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��7KH�3ODWWH�5LYHU�LV�D�
PDMRU�WKRURXJKIDUH�IRU�JHHVH��7KH�6RXWK�
3ODWWH�PHDQGHUV�WKRXJK�0RUJDQ��/RJDQ�
and Sedgwick counties. Geese follow 
the river and roost on reservoirs like 
Jackson, Riverside and Empire, west of 
Fort Morgan; Prewitt and North Sterling 
reservoirs near Sterling; and Jumbo and 
Julesburg reservoirs in the very corner 
of northeast Colorado.

PUBLIC LAND

One of the biggest differences between 
Front Range goose hunting and hunt-
ing in the northeast part of the state is 
SXEOLF�KXQWLQJ�RSSRUWXQLW\��7KHUH�DUH�
VWDWH�ZLOGOLIH�DUHDV�DQG�&3:�:DON�,Q�
Areas that are managed for waterfowl 
hunting where you have a chance of 
shooting a few geese. 

7KH��������DFUH�7DPDUDFN�5DQFK�
6WDWH�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�RIIHUV�VRPH�SXEOLF�
hunting opportunities for geese along 
the South Branch of the Platte River, 25 
miles northeast of Sterling. Reservations 

LATE-SEASON GOOSE GEAR
Products to help you make it through closing day

BENELLI SUPER VINCI SHOTGUN

You won’t find a more reliable shogun than Benelli’s Super Vinci, capable of 
cycling rounds in even the most brutal conditions. Combining low recoil, thanks to 
Benelli’s patented In-Line Inertia Driven system, and fast shooting capabilities, this 
lightweight, balanced shotgun is a favorite among hard-core waterfowl hunters. The 
Super Vinci reliably shoots a wide range of shells including 3 1/2-inch magnum 
loads. It is available in your choice of three finishes—black synthetic, Gore Optifade 
Marsh and Realtree Max-5. ($1,399 to $1,499; benellifirearms.com)

FIOCCHI FLYWAY STEEL SHOTSHELLS 

End-of-season waterfowl have thick feathers and lots of 
fat, so you need ammo that packs a wallop. Enter Fiocchi 
Flyway Steel Shotshells. Fiocchi’s Flyway Steel combines 
treated steel shot, protective wads and high-performance 
powders. Fiocchi’s 12-gauge, 3-inch, 1 1/5-ounce load of 
No. 1 shot leaves the barrel at a blistering 1,550 fps and is ideal when targeting 
a hodgepodge of late-season geese, whether you’re gunning over decoys or pass-
shooting. ($20 to $28 per 25; fiocchiusa.com)

ALPS ZERO GRAVITY LAYOUT BLIND 

Even if you’ve done your homework, there are times when you have to wait 
’em out. You can do that in Alps Zero Gravity Layout Blind. Alps’ patented chair 
design, combined with a padded headrest, offers the most 
comfortable layout blind seat on the market. The zero-
gravity chair design keeps you off the ground while 
maintaining a low profile. The fabric body flares out 
on all sides to eliminate sharp corners for a more 
natural blend. The blind has a removable fabric 
outer shell. Stubble straps permit adding local 
vegetation so you can meld into any setting. 
($350 to $400; alpsoutdoorz.com)
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Hunters can take snow geese 
in Colorado from Halloween 

through late April.



are available. Any unassigned positions 
DUH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�D�¿UVW�FRPH��¿UVW�VHUYHG�
EDVLV��)RU�PRUH�GHWDLOV��FRQWDFW�WKH�&3:�
RI¿FH�LQ�%UXVK����������������FSZ�
VWDWH�FR�XV���

7KH� ������DFUH� 5HG� /LRQ� 6WDWH�
:LOGOLIH�$UHD�LQ�/RJDQ�&RXQW\�LV�DG�
MDFHQW�WR�-XPER�5HVHUYRLU��,W�IHDWXUHV�
PDUVK��ZHWODQGV�DQG�RSHQ�ZDWHU�WKDW�LV�
RSHQ�WR�SXEOLF�KXQWLQJ��7KH�DUHD�FDQ�EH�
SDUWLFXODUO\�JRRG�IRU�SDVV�VKRRWLQJ�ZKHQ�
JHHVH�IDQ�RXW�WR�WKH�VRXWK�DQG�UHWXUQ�
ZLWK�D�FURS�IXOO�RI�JUDLQ�ZKLOH�EXFNLQJ�
D�VWURQJ�KHDGZLQG��KHDGHG�IRU�-XPER�

5HVHUYRLU��%RXQGDULHV�IRU�SDVV�VKRRWLQJ�
GLIIHU�GXULQJ�WKH�GDUN�JRRVH�VHDVRQ�DQG�
WKH�VSHFLDO�ODWH�OLJKW�JRRVH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
VHDVRQ��+XQWHUV�VKRXOG�PDNH�QRWH�RI�
WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV��
,I�\RX�OLNH�WR�KXQW�JHHVH�RYHU�D�VSUHDG�

RI�GHFR\V��RSSRUWXQLWLHV�H[LVW�RQ�:DON�
,Q�$FFHVV�¿HOGV�WKDW�DUH�GHVLJQDWHG�IRU�
ZDWHUIRZO�KXQWLQJ��7\SLFDOO\��WKHVH�DUH�
LUULJDWHG�FRUQ¿HOGV��EXW�D�SURORQJHG�
GURXJKW�PLJKW�FKDQJH�WKDW�WKLV�\HDU��$W�
WKH�WLPH�RI�WKLV�ZULWLQJ��WKH�&3:�ZDV�
MXVW�¿QDOL]LQJ�:DON�,Q�VLJQXSV�IRU������
DQG�������

³,�DVVXPH�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�LQ��EXW�XQWLO�,�
JHW�D�VLJQHG�DJUHHPHQW��WKDW�LV�MXVW�VSHFX�
ODWLRQ�RQ�P\�SDUW�´�VD\V�(G�*RUPDQ�ZKR�
KHDGV�XS�WKH�&3:�:DON�,Q�3URJUDP��
³:KDW�ZH�ZRQ¶W�KDYH�LV�D�TXDQWLW\�RI�
QRQ�LUULJDWHG�FRUQ�VWXEEOH�¿HOGV�WR�KXQW�
WKLV�\HDU��/DVW�\HDU��ZH�KDG�RXU�FKRLFH�
RI�DV�PDQ\�QRQ�LUULJDWHG�FRUQ¿HOGV�DV�
ZH�ZDQWHG��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�6HGJZLFN�
&RXQW\��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��PRVW�RI�WKRVH�
GURXJKWHG�RXW�WKLV�\HDU��PHDQLQJ�WKH\�
HLWKHU�ZRQ¶W�EH�KDUYHVWHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
GLGQ¶W�JURZ��KDYH�QR�NHUQHOV�RQ�WKH�HDUV�
RU�WKH\�DUH�EHLQJ�FXW�IRU�VLODJH��GXH�WR�
WKH�VHYHUH�GURXJKW�ZH�DUH�LQ�´
:LWK�OHVV�FRUQ�IRU�IRRG��JHHVH�PLJKW�

EH�IRUFHG�WR�¿QG�ZKHDW�VWXEEOH�¿HOGV�RQ�
SULYDWH�ODQGV��,I�WKDW¶V�WKH�FDVH��D�SKRQH�
DSS�OLNH�RQ;�+XQW�ZLOO�FRPH�LQ�KDQG\�
IRU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�ODQGRZQHUV�WR�WU\�WR�JHW�
SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�KXQW��

%HFDXVH�:DON�,Q�SURSHUWLHV�DUH�IRRW�
WUDI¿F�RQO\��GHFR\�VSUHDGV�QHHG�WR�EH�
PRELOH��7KH�ORJLFDO�FKRLFH�LV�VLOKRXHWWHV�
RU�ZLQG�VRFNV��'LYH�%RPE�,QGXVWULHV�
RIIHUV�¿YH�GR]HQ�XOWUD�UHDOLVWLF�VLOKRX�
HWWHV�LQ�D�FXVWRP�EDJ�WKDW�¿WV�SHUIHFWO\�
LQ�D�MHW�VOHG��*HW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�EXGGLHV�
WR�HDFK�SXUFKDVH�D�EXQGOH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�
HDVLO\�SXW�RXW�D�VL]HDEOH��DWWHQWLRQ�JHWWLQJ�
VSUHDG��7KURZ�\RXU�OD\RXW�EOLQG�RQ�WRS�
DQG�\RXU�JXQ�RYHU�\RXU�VKRXOGHU�DQG�
\RX¶UH�LQ�EXVLQHVV��
:KDW�NLQG�RI�GHFR\V�\RX�FKRRVH�LV�D�

PDWWHU�RI�FRQMHFWXUH�VLQFH�\RX¶UH�OLNHO\�
WR�HQFRXQWHU�D�OLWWOH�RI�WKLV�RU�D�OLWWOH�RI�
WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�WKH�
VHDVRQ��FDFNOHUV��ZKLWH�IURQWV�DQG�VQRZ�
JHHVH�DUH�QRW�DERYH�FRPLQJOLQJ��$GG�D�
KDOI�GR]HQ�ÀLHUV�DQG�FKDQFHV�DUH�JRRG�
\RX¶OO�KDYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DW�D�YDULHW\�RI�
JHHVH�\RX�ZRQ¶W�¿QG�PDQ\�RWKHU�SODFHV�
WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU��

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Season dates and huntable areas for Colorado’s dark and light geese

2022–2023 REGS
SPECIES SEASON AREAS DAILY LIMIT

DARK GEESE 10/31/22 — 2/12/23
East of the Continental Divide, except in areas designated 
as part of special seasons. These include Northern Front 
Range, North Park, South Park and San Luis Valley.

5

LIGHT GEESE 10/31/22 — 2/12/23 Same as above 50

LIGHT GOOSE 
CONSERVATION

2/13/23 — 4/30/23 East of I-25 Unlimited
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To tempt the variety of geese you’ll 
encounter late in the season in north-
east Colorado, include multiple styles 

and species of decoys in your spreads.
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Take a jet boat or raft through West Virginia’s whitewater for 

rip-roaring smallmouth action.
By Larry Larsen



F
rom the launch ramp beneath 
Kanawha Falls, the scenery 
could not have been more 
spectacular. Guide Bobby 

Bower motored his jet boat past an old 
hydroelectric-power facility toward a 
series of several dozen mid-size water-
falls spanning the quarter-mile-wide 
Kanawha River. The bank-to-bank rock 
RXWFURSSLQJ�LV�D�QDWXUDO�EORFN� WR�¿VK�
PRYHPHQW�XSVWUHDP��VR�WKH�¿VK�FDQ�
pile up there at times, according to the 
West Virginia native.

“Cast to that foam line over there,” 
Bower suggested. I pitched my crawdad-
resembling Big O crankbait to the edge 
of the foam. The narrow foam ribbon 
GH¿QHG�DQ�HGG\�EHWZHHQ�WZR�EURDG�IDOOV��
The bait splashed down, and the current 
swept it toward our boat as I reeled it 
back, slowly but on a taut line. 

“A little farther back where the foam 
lies against the boulder there,” advised 
the guide.
I complied and had an immediate 

hookup. The 2-pound smallmouth 
headed skyward through the bubbles. 
I quickly landed and released it. My 
wife, Rosie, connected with a smallie 
a few minutes later as we worked the 
eddies below most of the lower falls. 
Bobby maneuvered his jet boat around 
the boulder-strewn area, putting us in 
prime positions to toss our baits to the 
HGJHV�RI�WKH�ÀRZ�EHQHDWK�WKH�WKXQGHU-
ing threads of the Kanawha. We caught 
several more bass, plus a small walleye, 
taking time out to photograph the mag-
QL¿FHQW�VFHQHU\�

The water above the falls is West 
Virginia’s famous New River. It takes on 
the name Kanawha just after the New’s 
FRQÀXHQFH�ZLWK� WKH�VPDOOHU�*DXOH\�
River near Hawks Nest State Park at 
Ansted and the Gauley Bridge. The 
park’s 270 acres encompass the Hawks 
Nest impoundment on the New River, 
operated by West Virginia’s Department 
of Natural Resources.

A low wing dam above Kanawha Falls 
and its rapids diverts some of the water 
through the power facility’s turbines on 
the north side of the river in the little 
town of Glen Ferris. Built in 1899, the 
plant on the shoulder of U.S. Route 60 
is still operational. From the falls, the 
.DQDZKD�5LYHU�ÀRZV�QRUWKZHVW�WKURXJK�
Charleston and into the Ohio River at 
Henderson.
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Huge chunks of rock in the New 
River divert current and form count-
less places for smallmouth bass to 

lie in wait for a meal—or a lure.



7KH�¿VKLQJ�DERYH�DQG�EHORZ�.DQDZKD�
)DOOV�FDQ�EH�DV�DPD]LQJ�DV�WKH�VFHQHU\��
7KH� VPDOOHU�ZDWHUIDOOV� VWUHWFK� IURP�
DERXW����WR�����IHHW�LQ�ZLGWK�DQG�IRUP�
D�VWDLUVWHS�DUUDQJHPHQW�RYHU�FUDJJ\�ERXO-
GHUV��0RVW�IDOOV�RIIHU�D�YHUWLFDO�GURS�RI�
��WR����IHHW��DQG�WKH�ULYHU¶V�WRWDO�GURS�
LV�DURXQG����IHHW�

%RZHU�KDV�EHHQ�JXLGLQJ�DQJOHUV�IURP�
ERWK�MHW�ERDWV�DQG�ZKLWHZDWHU�UDIWV�RQ�
WKH�1HZ�DQG�.DQDZKD�ULYHUV�IRU�PRUH�
WKDQ����\HDUV��+H�RSHQHG�1HZ�5LYHU�-HW�
%RDWV��QHZULYHUMHWERDWV�FRP��LQ������
DQG�3UR�5LYHU�2XW¿WWHUV��SUR¿VKZY�
FRP��LQ�������

³:H�PDLQO\�UXQ�D�MHW�ERDW�RQ�+DZNV�
1HVW�/DNH��WKH�1HZ�5LYHU�DUHD�DW�*DXOH\�
%ULGJH�� DQG� EHORZ�.DQDZKD� )DOOV�
DQG�RQ�GRZQVWUHDP�´�KH� H[SODLQHG��
³'RZQVWUHDP��WKH�.DQDZKD�VKRUHOLQH�
LV�PRUH�LQGXVWULDO�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO��7KHUH�
DUH�FDELQV��KRXVHV�DQG�IDUPLQJ�FRPPX-
QLWLHV��:H�DOVR�XWLOL]H�WKH�MHW�ERDWV�IRU�
VKRUWHU�HYHQLQJ�¿VKLQJ�WULSV��7KH�QLFH�
WKLQJ�DERXW�D�MHW�ERDW�LV�\RX�FDQ�JHW�RXW�
ZKHQ�WKH�ZHDWKHU�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�SHUIHFW�
SUHWW\�PXFK�DOO�\HDU�ORQJ�´�

NEW RECOGNITION   
Gorge section becomes 63rd national park.

West Virginia’s New River, previously 
designated as a national river, is now 
part of the New River Gorge National 
Park and Preserve. The designation was 
signed into law by President Trump in late 
2020 and includes nearly 73,000 acres. 
It is America’s newest national park.

For more than 10 million years, 
the tumbling whitewater cut its way 
through the sedimentary sandstone, 
forest seeps and rugged wetlands of 
the Appalachian Mountains, creating 
a spectacular canyon. The New River 
is one of the oldest rivers in North 
America. The Gorge portion within the 
National Park and Preserve includes 
more than 53 miles of fish-laden waters 
twisting and cascading between 500- to 
1,000-foot-high cliff walls. Along the rim 
are many open ledges, a range of foot 
trails and craggy outcroppings that offer 
sightseers, hikers, climbers, repellers 
and campers exciting views.

Below, among the rushing, boulder-
strewn rapids, are opportunities to catch 
smallmouth bass, rainbow trout and 

endemic walleyes. There are numerous 
federal, state and private access points 
to put in boats along the river. The park’s 
fishing and license regulations follow 
those of the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (wvdnr.gov).

Accommodations near the 
great fishing and other recreational 
opportunities in the New River Gorge 
National Park and Preserve can be 
found in Fayetteville, Beckley and Glade 
Springs. Fayetteville sits at the northern 
end of the park just 2 miles from the 
iconic New River Gorge Bridge. Nearby is 
the Canyon Rim Visitor Center and Bridge 
Overlook, and 20 minutes away is Hawks 
Nest State Park and New River Jet Boats.

Fayetteville is also within 5 
minutes of Adventures on the Gorge 
(adventuresonthegorge.com), an 
outdoor adventure resort. Adventures 
on the Gorge (AOTG) offers more than 
100 cabins with hotel-style amenities, 
a handful of bunkhouse cabins and 
several rustic cabins, in addition to tent 
“glamping,” RV campsites and vacation C
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Kanawha Falls, just below the 
confluence of the New and  
Gauley rivers, is spectacular for 
both its scenery and its fishing.

Adventures on the Gorge offers 
quaint cabins for resting up after  
a day spent on the New River.



%RZHU¶V�¿VKLQJ�ERDW�LV�DQ����IRRW�*��
SRZHUHG�E\�D����KRUVHSRZHU�MHW�GULYH��,W�
HDVLO\�JOLGHV�WKURXJK�VKDOORZ��PRGHUDWH�
UDSLGV�DQG�SURYLGHV�PRUH�FRPIRUW�IRU�
DQJOHUV�ZKR�DUH�XVHG�WR�¿VKLQJ�IURP�
W\SLFDO�EDVV�ERDWV���+H�DOVR�KDV�WZR�ODUJHU�
ERDWV�VSRUWLQJ�+DPLOWRQ�MHW�GULYHV�WKDW�DUH�
XVHG�IRU�IDPLO\�DQG�JURXS�WRXUV���:KHUH�
%RZHU�DQG�KLV�JXLGHV�¿VK�RQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�
GD\�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�ZDWHU�OHYHO��FODULW\�
DQG�ÀRZ�SDUDPHWHUV�HDUO\�HDFK�PRUQ�
LQJ��7KH\�FKHFN�ÀRZ�UHOHDVH�VFKHGXOHV�
DQG�ZDWHU�FRQGLWLRQV�RQOLQH�DW�WKH�8�6��
$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV�:KLWHZDWHU�
&RQGLWLRQV�+XQWLQJWRQ�'LVWULFW�

%RZHU¶V�FOLHQWV�RIWHQ�FDWFK�ELJ�QXP�
EHUV�RI�VPDOOPRXWKV�DQG�VRPH�VL]HDEOH�
RQHV�PHDVXULQJ����LQFKHV�ORQJ�DQG�ZHLJK�
LQJ���SRXQGV�RU�PRUH��+H�RQFH�IRXJKW�D�
���LQFK�VPDOOLH�RQ�KLV���ZHLJKW�À\�URG�
WKDW�SXW�RQ�D�VSHFWDFXODU�WDUSRQ�OLNH�DHULDO�
GLVSOD\�EHIRUH�JHWWLQJ�RII��%RZHU�QRWHG�
WKDW�¿VK�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�D�VWDWH�UHFRUG��
+H�KDV�VHHQ�ZDOOH\HV�XS�WR����LQFKHV�RQ�D�
UHJXODU�EDVLV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDUPHU�PRQWKV��
DQG�WKH�ODUJHVW�ZDOOH\H�SXOOHG�LQWR�KLV�
ERDW�LQ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU�PHDVXUHG����LQFKHV�

homes. The resort also has multiple dining 
options for all tastes. On many days, AOTG 
has around 800 “park and play” guests at 
its headquarters heading off to experience 
one of 50 different activities.

AOTG offers aerial, land and lake 
adventures, plus scenic outlook tours. 
Whitewater activities include rafting, 
fishing and kayaking. The largest outfitter 
in the Southeast, AOTG during the 
warm-weather season will generally 
take 40,000 people down the different 
sections of the New and Gauley rivers. 
Fortunately, the rivers are not crowded 
with anglers, and the rafters using the 
adrenaline whitewater routes through 
the big hydraulics seldom bother fish or 
those in pursuit of them.

Glade Springs Resort (gladesprings.
com) in the small town of Daniels is a 
nice alternative at the southern end of 
the park. It has 200 guest rooms and 
suites, plus stand-alone villas and lodges. 
The beautiful resort has several lakes, a 
golf course, myriad activities and deer 
running all around its 4,100 acres of 
hilly woodlands. The town of Beckley lies 
about 23 miles south of the bridge, and it 
has a variety of lodging.LA
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Sheer rock walls define the banks  
of the Kanawha River in some 
places, offering shady structure  
for fish to congregate around.

Some whitewater isn’t for fishing. Rafters  
tend to focus on the rougher sections,  
leaving the tamer water to anglers.
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ROWDY WATER

3UR�5LYHU�2XW¿WWHUV�RIWHQ�XVHV�LQÀDWDEOH�
���IRRW�¿VKLQJ�UDIWV�LQ�KHDY\�ZKLWHZDWHU�
VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�1HZ�5LYHU�EHWZHHQ�$SULO�
DQG�2FWREHU��7KH�JXLGHV�IUHTXHQW�WKH�
1HZ�IURP�6DQGVWRQH�)DOOV��MXVW�DERYH�
WKH�,QWHUVWDWH����EULGJH�DQG�6DQGVWRQH�
9LVLWRUV�&HQWHU��GRZQVWUHDP�WKURXJK�WKH�
1HZ�5LYHU�*RUJH��([WUHPHO\�URFN\�UDS-
LGV�DQG�IDVW�FXUUHQWV�DERXQG�WKURXJKRXW�
PXFK�RI�WKH�������IRRW�ZLGH�JRUJH��DQG�
WKH�ZLOG�ZDWHUV�WHHP�ZLWK�¿VK�

7KH�WKXQGHULQJ�URDU�IURP�&ODVV�,9�
DQG�9�UDSLGV�WKURXJK�WKH�FDQ\RQ�JHW�WKH�
DGUHQDOLQH�JRLQJ�DV�\RX�VFRSH�RXW�VPDOO�
SRFNHWV�RI�FDOPHU�ZDWHU�EHWZHHQ�ODUJH�
ERXOGHUV��7KH�JXLGH�DGHSWO\�FRQWUROV�\RXU�
ULGH�WKURXJK�ZKLWH�FDSSHG�ZDYHV��7KHVH�
ZDWHUV�DUH�IRU�VHULRXV�DQJOHUV�ZLWK�JRRG�
FDVWLQJ�VNLOOV��7KH�IXQ�VWDUWV�ZKHQ�\RX�
KRRN�D���SRXQG�VPDOOPRXWK�MXVW�EHIRUH�
HQWHULQJ�D�WXPEOLQJ�&ODVV�,9�UDSLG��<RX�
KHDYH�WKH�VPDOOLH�LQWR�WKH�ERDW��GURS�\RXU�
URG��VHFXUH�WKH�OLIHMDFNHW�DQG�KDQJ�RQ�

<RXU�JXLGH�VHDUFKHV�IRU� WKH�VDIHVW�
DSSURDFK�DQG�GRHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�FDQ�WR�
SRVLWLRQ�WKH�UDIW�IRU�WKH�GHVFHQW�DV�WKH�
UDSLGV�VHHPLQJO\�VXFN�\RXU�UDIW�WRZDUG�
WKH�KXJH�ZDYHV��7KH�UDIW�LV�WRVVHG�DERXW�
E\�WKH�FKRSS\�ZDYHV�DQG�K\GUDXOLFV��
ZKLFK�SURYLGH�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�D�PH-
FKDQLFDO�EXOO�ULGH�RQ�KLJK��7KH�IRUFH�
RI�WKH�ULYHU�WHVWV�\RXU�JULS�RQ�WKH�UDIW�
VWUDSV�DQG�VHDW�EUDFNHW��<RXU�DUP�DQG�
VKRXOGHU�PXVFOHV�ZLOO�JHW�D�VKRUW�ZRUN-
RXW��DQG�\RX�PD\�JHW�ZHW��)RUWXQDWHO\��
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Skilled guides direct inflatable rafts 
down the New, keeping anglers safe 

while putting them within casting 
distance of the best areas.

The New River isn’t all whitewater, 
and its numerous pools and eddies 
hold smallmouths that fight 
strongly in the current.



there are only a few drenching rapids 
RQ�WKH�1HZ�WKDW�D�JRRG�JXLGH�FDQ¶W�¿QG�
a way around.
Ideal lures for the rowdy conditions 

are those that are easy to accurately cast, 
VXFK�DV�VRIW�SODVWLF�ÀXNHV��JUXEV��WXEH�
jigs and swimbaits in light brown, tan 
or white hues. Road Runner 1/4- and 
3/8-ounce Salt Runners and Classic 
Runners with a willow blade and soft 
plastic tail are favorites of mine. They are 
easy to toss and control, as is a 1/4-ounce 
jig with a 4 1/2-inch Hyperlastic Dartspin 
from A Band of Anglers. Small-billed 
crankbaits such Cotton Cordell’s Big 
2�LQ�FUD\¿VK�RU�SHUFK�SDWWHUQ��DV�ZHOO�
as spinnerbaits, may also be effective.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
miners, lumberjacks, mountain men and 
moonshiners were scattered through-
out what is now called the New River 
Gorge National Park and Preserve. 
Steam-powered trains chugged along 
the waterways, and vehicles climbed 
switchbacks in and out of the canyons. 
Today, anglers, hikers, rock climbers and 
zipliners enjoy the New River Gorge, 
and armadas of whitewater rafters travel 
down the river’s tumultuous rapids.
0RVW�DQJOHUV�RQ�D�JXLGHG�¿VKLQJ�WULS�

down the New River Gorge will see and 
KHDU�ORWV�RI�ZKLWHZDWHU�UDIWHUV��2Q�P\�¿UVW�
trip 30 years ago through the beautiful 
gorge with pioneer raft operator and avid 

angler Dave Arnold, we had several dozen 
whitewater rafts paddle feverishly past us. 
I still caught 50 smallmouths that morning 
during an abbreviated trip. Fortunately, 
the noise from hundreds of whitewater 
HQWKXVLDVWV�GRHVQ¶W�VFDUH�WKH�¿VK�

6LQFH�WKHQ��,¶YH�¿VKHG�WKH�1HZ�5LYHU�
more than a dozen times, almost always 
catching 40 to 50 smallmouths. I have 
EHHQ�IRUWXQDWH�WR�¿VK�ZLWK�$UQROG�VHYHUDO�
times. He estimates that all the area’s 
¿VKLQJ�RXW¿WWHUV�FRPELQHG�FDWFK�DQG�
release around 30,000 smallmouth bass 
in a year in the Gorge. That’s based on 
a conservative average day of 20 to 30 
¿VK�SHU�SHUVRQ��)RUWXQDWHO\�� WKHUH�LV�
very little mortality.

PLAN B  
Don’t overlook the nearby 

Gauley River.

While the New River is fishable more 
days each year than the Gauley River, the 
latter can sometimes be a good backup 
plan. The Gauley is an option for those 
days when the flow rate of the New in the 
Gorge is too high or when the water is too 
discolored for optimal fishing.

Unlike the north-flowing New River, 
the Gauley’s smaller watershed drops 
out of Lake Summersville and flows from 
east to west. The lower Gauley section 
generally offers more fishable days per 
year than the upper. The river, which has 
a national recreation area designation, 
is one of the best whitewater fishing 
destinations in the country. It yields 
a variety of sportfish, including 
smallmouths to 7 pounds, walleyes to 
17 pounds and muskies to 40 inches. 
You can also catch rainbow, brown 
and golden trout up to a pound or two, 
according to Dave Arnold, co-founder of 
Adventures on the Gorge.

“You never know what will come out 
of the water,” he says. “Only 60 to 70 
percent of your catch will be smallmouth. 
The smallmouth action doesn’t heat up 
until water temperature is in the 50s. That 
normally occurs in June.”

The water levels and flow on the Gauley 
fluctuate greatly due to runoff and may 
limit access at times during the summer. 
The fierce river can be very dangerous 
at most high-water levels, and an 
experienced guide is highly recommended.

The Gauley can be divided into four 
sections. The first 10 miles is the isolated 
upper Gauley section where the coldest 
water comes out of the bottom of the 
Summersville Dam. It offers the greatest 
chance of catching trout and walleyes. It 
also has the most intense whitewater, up 
to Class V. At mile six, a major tributary, the 
Meadow River, brings in warmer water.

Section two encompasses the lower 
Gauley from Mason’s Branch down to 

Koontz’s Bend. This 7-mile section of river 
is the most easily fished, and smallmouths 
are the primary quarry. The third section 
from Koontz’s Bend 8 miles downstream 
to the town of Swiss has the second-most 
whitewater. This is the section where I 
caught my largest West Virginia walleye, a 
beautiful 10 1/2-pounder, on a crankbait. 
The final section in the lower Gauley is 
relatively flat to where it flows into the New 
River at the Gauley Bridge.
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Anglers will find a variety of gamefish 
species besides bass in the Gauley 
River, including muskies.
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$UQROG�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�UDIWLQJ�LQGXVWU\�
VLQFH�������ZKHQ�KH�WDXJKW�ZKLWHZDWHU�
ND\DNLQJ�WR�URRNLH�JXLGHV��+H�TXLFNO\�
PRYHG�WR�JXLGLQJ�ZKLWHZDWHU�H[SHGL-
WLRQV�DQG�VWDUWHG�KLV�VXFFHVVIXO�&ODVV�
9,�5LYHU�5XQQHUV�FRPSDQ\�LQ�������
7KLUW\�\HDUV�ODWHU��KH�MRLQHG�ZLWK�WKUHH�
RWKHU�1HZ�5LYHU�UDIWLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�WR�
IRUP�$GYHQWXUHV�RQ�WKH�*RUJH�UHVRUW�
:KLOH�WKH�EHVW�¿VKLQJ�RQ�WKH�1HZ�

5LYHU�WDNHV�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�0D\�DQG�
1RYHPEHU��LW� LV�SURGXFWLYH�IRU�VPDOO-
PRXWK�EDVV�WKURXJKRXW�PRVW�RI�WKH�\HDU��
7KH�1HZ�KDV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�¿VKDEOH�ZD-
WHU�OHYHOV�DQG�LW��DORQJ�ZLWK�WULEXWDU\�
*UHHQEULHU�5LYHU��SURGXFH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
ODUJHU�VPDOOPRXWKV�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��
7KH�1HZ�\LHOGV�TXLWH�D�IHZ�VPDOOLHV�
EHWZHHQ���DQG���SRXQGV��,¶YH�FDXJKW�
VHYHUDO�DURXQG���SRXQGV�DQG�GR]HQV�
IURP����WR����LQFKHV�LQ�OHQJWK��,�KDYH�
DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�WRXJK�GD\V��EXW�HYHQ�
ZKHQ�VWULNHV�KDYH�VORZHG��WKH�HYHU�
FKDQJLQJ��EHDXWLIXO�VFHQHU\�FDSWXUHV�
\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�

KNOWING THE NEW

7KH�1RUWK�)RUN�RI�WKH�1HZ�5LYHU�PHDQ-
GHUV�QRUWKZDUG�IURP�LWV�TXLHW�EHJLQQLQJV�
LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��JURZLQJ�LQ�YROXPH�
DQG�YHORFLW\� WR�EHFRPH�ZRUOG�FODVV�
ZKLWHZDWHU��7KH�6RXWK�)RUN�RI�WKH�1HZ�
5LYHU�VWUHWFKHV�IURP�LWV�KHDGZDWHUV�DW�D�
VSULQJ�QHDU�%ORZLQJ�5RFN��1�&���DQG�WKH�
(DVWHUQ�&RQWLQHQWDO�'LYLGH��,W�WKHQ�ÀRZV�
QRUWKZDUG�DORQJ�WKH�QRUWKZHVWHUQ�IDFH�
RI�WKH�%OXH�5LGJH�0RXQWDLQV�WKURXJK�
QRUWKZHVWHUQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�

7KH�6RXWK�)RUN�MRLQV�WKH�1RUWK�)RUN�
LQ�$VKH�&RXQW\��1�&���WR�IRUP�WKH�1HZ�
5LYHU��,W�FRQWLQXHV�UXQQLQJ�QRUWK�WKURXJK�
9LUJLQLD��LQWR�&OD\WRU�/DNH��D�K\GURHOHF-
WULF�SRZHU�UHVHUYRLU��DQG�LQWR�%OXHVWRQH�
/DNH�LQ�WKH�0RXQWDLQ�/DNHV�5HJLRQ�RI�
:HVW�9LUJLQLD�

³7KH�1HZ�LV�DQ�DUWL¿FLDOO\�FRQWUROOHG�
QDWXUDO�ULYHU�´�$UQROG�SRLQWHG�RXW��³7KH�
&OD\WRU�K\GURHOHFWULF�SODQW�SXWV�RXW�D�
SXOVH�ÀRZ��VR�ZKHQ�WKDW�ÀRZ�JHWV�WR�
%OXHVWRQH�/DNH��LW�UH�UHJXODWHV�WKH�ULYHU�
LQWR�D�PRUH�QDWXUDO�ÀRZ�´

7KH�1HZ�5LYHU�*RUJH�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�
DQG�3UHVHUYH� ODQG�VWDUWV� MXVW�GRZQ-
VWUHDP�IURP�%OXHVWRQH�'DP�DQG�DERYH�
LWV�FRQÀXHQFH�ZLWK� WKH�IUHH�ÀRZLQJ�
*UHHQEULHU�5LYHU��7KDW�JRUJH�FRUULGRU�
WZLVWV�WKURXJK�D�VHULHV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����
UDSLGV�WKDW�GURS�VRPH�����IHHW�RYHU����
PLOHV��,W�HYHQWXDOO\�ÀRZV�LQWR�+DZNV�

WEST VIRGINIA WALLEYE  
A unique strain is native to the New River.

In the early 2000s, the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR) discovered that the New River 
had a unique genetic strain of walleye, 
quite different than the walleye found 
in the Great Lakes and other common 
fisheries. The theory is that because the 
New River flows north, glaciers caused 
the walleyes in the New River to be 
isolated and develop different genetics.

West Virginia’s Division of Natural 
Resources began working with the 
Virginia DWR to develop a program 
to reintroduce the native strain of 
walleye back into the New River, 
according to Mark Scott, assistant 
chief of fish management. Since then, 
West Virginia has passed special 
regulations for areas that hold the 
native walleye to protect the females 
and build the population.

“There’s no real way to tell a New 
River walleye from any other walleye 
except by using genetics,” says Scott. 
“But we have found that their eggs are 
about twice as large as other walleye 
and the fry are very aggressive feeders. 

Anglers are catching some real trophy 
walleyes every year that are double 
digits in weight. The Kanawha River 
leads all waters with 53 percent of the 
trophy citations issued by us.”

The prime time to catch the largest 
walleyes is during the early spring 
when they run up the rivers to spawn. 
On the New River, they run upstream 
toward Sandstone Falls. West Virginia, 
however, has made the spawning 
area there “no harvest” or catch-and-
release for all walleyes to protect 
them when they are most vulnerable 
to angling, notes Scott.

“We have been stocking the native 
strain since the mid-2000s, primarily 
in rivers around the state,” he explains. 
“We’ve seen a lot of success with 
anglers now targeting walleye on 
many rivers in West Virginia, and we 
currently have a genetic project going 
on with West Virginia University to look 
at the walleye genetics in all waters 
statewide. That should tell us where 
our stocking programs have been 
most successful.”
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Biologists believe glaciers 
isolated walleyes in the New 

River, leading to the develop-
ment of a unique strain.



1HVW�/DNH��ZKLFK�LV� WKH�RI¿FLDO�HQG�
RI�WKH�SDUN�DQG�SUHVHUYH��7KH�PDMRU-
LW\�RI�1HZ�5LYHU�UDIWLQJ�DQG�¿VKLQJ�
WULSV�WDNH�SODFH�VWDUWLQJ�DERXW����PLOHV�
GRZQVWUHDP�IURP�WKH�WRZQ�RI�3ULQFH��
7KLV�PRVW�DFWLYH�VHFWLRQ�H[WHQGV�WR�WKH�
1HZ�5LYHU�*RUJH�%ULGJH��WKH�:HVWHUQ�

+HPLVSKHUH¶V�ORQJHVW�VLQJOH�DUFK�VWHHO�
VSDQ��DW�)D\HWWH�6WDWLRQ�

'XH�WR�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�DFFHVV�
SRLQWV�DORQJ�WKH�UXJJHG�JRUJH�WHUUDLQ��
WKHUH� DUH� DERXW����GLIIHUHQW�¿VKDEOH�
VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�1HZ�GRZQVWUHDP�IURP�
%OXHVWRQH�'DP��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��,¶YH�

¿VKHG�PRVW�VHFWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�/RZHU�
1HZ�5LYHU� IURP� &XQDUG� WR�)D\HWWH�
6WDWLRQ��7KDW�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�PRVW�DJJUHV-
VLYH�&ODVV�,9�DQG�9�ZKLWHZDWHU�H[LVWV��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$UQROG��

³7KLV�VHFWLRQ�LV�H[FLWLQJ��EXW�LW�VKRXOG�
EH�¿VKHG�RQO\�GXULQJ�ORZ�WR�PHGLXP�
ZDWHU�OHYHOV�´�KH�ZDUQHG��³2QO\�¿VK�LW�
ZLWK�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�JXLGH�RU�RQH�ZLWK�
ORWV�RI�¿VKLQJ�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�&ODVV�,9�DQG�
9�ZKLWHZDWHU��7KH�DQJOHU�DQG�UDIW�KDYH�
WR�EH�FRQVWDQWO\�SRVLWLRQHG�IRU�D�QHDU�
SHUIHFW�EDLW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DGMDFHQW�WKH�
URFNV�DQG�IDOOHQ�WUHHV�´
)URP�+DZNV�1HVW�/DNH��WKH�1HZ�ÀRZV�

��PLOHV�WKURXJK�³WKH�'ULHV´�DQG�RQ�WR�
WKH�FRQÀXHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�*DXOH\�5LYHU��
7KDW�DUHD�LV�¿VKDEOH�DQG�KDV�VRPH�JUHDW�
ZKLWHZDWHU�GXULQJ�KLJK�ZDWHU�OHYHOV��:LWK�
QHZ�DFFHVV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV��
LW�KDV�\HW�WR�EH�¿VKHG�PXFK��

%H�DVVXUHG�D�¿VKLQJ�WULS�RQ�WKH�1HZ�
DQG�.DQDZKD�ULYHUV�ZLOO�OLYH�XS�WR�:HVW�
9LUJLQLD¶V�³ZLOG�DQG�ZRQGHUIXO´�VORJDQ��
$IWHU�D�ÀRDW�WKURXJK�WKH�*RUJH��ZKLWH-
ZDWHU�VPDOOPRXWK�DQJOHUV�PD\�ZDQW�WR�
DGG�³ZHW´�WR�WKDW�GHVFULSWLRQ��WRR��

Two-pound smallmouth bass are 
common on the New, and the river 

gives up 5- to 7-pounders each year.

Boost Testosterone
Drive & Peak Performance

 These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product  is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. 
Not valid for online or mail-order purchases. 
Retailer: Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for 
the face value plus 8 (cents) handling provided 

not properly redeemed will be void and held. 
Reproduction by any party by any means is 

fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to 

EXPIRES 04/30/23     MANUFACTURERS COUPONEXPIRES 04/30/23     M

SAVE $3.00

$3 COUPON redeemable at all Drug, Grocery and Health Food stores Nationwide



A skeptic learns to appreciate the effectiveness of 

the .410-bore shotgun during a Minnesota turkey hunt.
By Joe Arterburn

T
he tom dropped as if poleaxed.

By the time I hustled to where he had 
fallen, he’d futilely beat outstretched wings 
a few times and a dark spot of blood had 

stained the side of his red, white and blue head lying 
ÀDW�RQ�WKH�VWXEEOH�VWUHZQ�JURXQG��7KH�ELUG�KDGQ¶W�
moved more than a foot from where he’d dropped.

&UDGOLQJ�WKH�EURNHQ�RSHQ�VLQJOH�VKRW�RYHU�P\�DUP��
,�XQFOHQFKHG�P\�OHIW�¿VW�DQG�SXOOHG�WKH�VKRWVKHOO�IURP�
ZKHUH�,¶G�VTXHH]HG�LW�EHWZHHQ�PLGGOH�¿QJHUV�DV�D�
handy backup round. I tossed the thin .410 shotshell 
WR�7RGG�*LIIRUG��

“Looks like I won’t need this,” I said.
7R�EH�KRQHVW��WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORW�PRUH�JRLQJ�RQ�DQG�

WKH�VFHQH�ZDVQ¶W�QHDUO\�WKDW�VHGDWH��7KHUH�KDG�EHHQ�
ZKRRSLQJ��\HOOLQJ��ODXJKLQJ��KXJJLQJ�DQG�KLJK�¿YLQJ��
Big smiles were hidden behind camo masks. We’d 
just scored a double about 17 minutes after shooting 
OLJKW�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�RI�RXU�0LQQHVRWD�KXQW�
It had started with a quiet walk in the dark to a 

ÀDW�WRSSHG�ULGJH�QHDU�+DVWLQJV��WKH�JURXQG�OLNH�DQ�
elevated island amid a sea of farmland. After walk�
LQJ�XS�WKH�WZR�WUDFN�OLQHG�ZLWK�WUHHV��ZH�EURNH�RXW�
RQWR�����DFUHV�RI�ÀDW��IDUPDEOH�ODQG��7KH�KLJKZD\�
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The author dropped this gobbler 
at 38 paces, a testament to the 

.410 shotgun with modern loads. 



a couple miles away was out of sight, 
out of mind and mostly quiet. Barely 
noticeable was the hum of occasional 
vehicles carrying early-morning drivers 
unaware of the drama playing out on the 
wooded ridge above them. We stood in 
darkness where the trail opened into the 
MLJVDZ�SX]]OH�VKDSHG�¿HOG�ULQJHG�E\�
Japanese elm, brush and grass.

“Let’s slip around the corner so we’re 
not silhouetted on the road,” whispered 
Gifford, long-time turkey hunter, pest-
control dude, crow and problem-bird 
eradicator (also known as Crowman) 
and all-purpose host/guide for Murray 
Road, the public relations agency for 
Savage Arms.
We tucked against some elms, quietly 

clearing places for our padded seats and 
ÀDWWHQLQJ�DQQR\LQJ�ELWV�RI�EUXVK�WR�RSHQ�
shooting lanes. I leaned against a tree. 
Jake Dahlke of Murray Road settled at my 
left shoulder on the same tree, a camera in 
hand. Megan Harten of Savage Arms was 
against a similar tree to our left; Gifford 
was somewhere behind us, rustling the 
carry bags off his Avian-X decoys. It 
was quiet, too quiet, as the saying goes.
We had been up here the night before 

as the sun went down. Gifford had tried 
an owl hoot with a cornstalk-choked 
call, producing what he later laugh-
ingly admitted was “a horrible attempt.” 
Neither the squawking hoot nor more 
realistic crow caws produced the gob-
bling response we strained to hear, so we 
tiptoed down the road in the dark, Gifford 
still convinced this was the spot for the 
next morning. He’d heard turkeys up 
here while scouting, and the landowner 
UHSRUWHG�VHHLQJ�¿YH�VWUXWWHUV�ZKHQ�KH�
ZRUNHG�WKLV�¿HOG�SULRU�WR�SODQWLQJ�

The sky was graying when we heard 
WKH�¿UVW�JREEOH�LQ�IURQW�RI�XV�IURP�DERXW�
the 1 o’clock position. Then there were 
gobbles behind us, and soon more came 
from the left. Gifford let out soft clucks; 
the birds in front must have roosted in the 
trees about a thousand yards across the 
¿HOG��:H�QHHGHG�WR�JLYH�WKHP�D�UHDVRQ�
WR�FURVV�WKH�¿HOG�WR�ZKHUH�WKH\�FRXOG�
see the hen and jake decoys set fairly 
close, about 20 yards in front of us, in 
deference to the .410 shotgun I carried.
More gobbling. Right, left and behind. 

Turkeys were on the move. I sat up, 
shifting my left knee up to support the 
shotgun. One, then two, then three heads 
appeared over the low, rounded ridge 

SUB-GAUGE TACTICS
Make a tom come searching.

Close counts when hunting turkeys with sub-gauge shotguns, especially a .410. 
Keep your decoys closer than you would if hunting with a 12-gauge. About 20 yards 
is a decent distance. Most .410 TSS loads are deadly to 40 yards; a 20-yard decoy 
setup gives you a cushion. 

TSS has been a game-changer, 30-year turkey hunter Todd Gifford says, but it’s 
still critical to understand the effective range of sub-gauge shotshells. “There’s a big 
difference [with TSS],” he notes, “but you want to keep the whole situation close.”

For Gifford, that starts with scouting. In Minnesota, he generally begins to focus 
his efforts in May. That may seem late, but he says that before hens are nesting, 
turkeys are unpredictable. Once most hens are on the nest, toms will be in strutting 
lanes, more visible and more predictable. Gifford scouts for an hour every morning, 
beginning maybe a half-hour after sunrise, then again for two hours in the evening. 
He keys more on strutting lanes than on putting birds to bed in a particular tree.

“You got to know where they are, where they’re going to be and some kind of 
timeline,” Gifford explains. “I’ll watch them heading toward roost and then we know, 
OK, they are going over in that woods. I rarely go messing with them, putting them 
to bed out here, because the woods are so small and spread out that we know 
they’re in there.” 

Roosting is more important in early season, Gifford says. “It’s less critical when 
we have them marked in strutting lanes,” he notes. “We just try to get close to those 
strutting lanes and kill a bird.”

During late season, toms are more likely to be running in bachelor packs. Most 
hens are on the nest and the toms, even jakes, begin to group together.

“After a week or two of searching for hens, and not finding any receptive ones, I 
think their testosterone goes down and they get in those groups,” Gifford says. 

Hunting them is a different game. Decoys can even ward them off.
During my May hunt with Gifford, he knew we were situated between two roosts. 

Once gobblers started sounding off, he used soft clucks, maybe six or eight times, 
just enough to attract attention.

“That’s late-season hunting,” he says. “You want them to come searching for you. 
You don’t want to keep calling and give yourself away.”

Let the decoys do their work, he stresses. Gifford believes a hen and jake decoy 
combination is more effective late in the season than gobbler decoys. He’s seen 
toms spot a gobbler decoy and act “almost like they saw a ghost.”

Whatever decoy setup you use, stay quiet. Give a tom a reason to come 
searching and get close.
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Even with TSS loads, patterning is 
critical to understanding a gun’s 

effective range for turkeys.
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across the recently planted, rain-pocked 
EHDQ�¿HOG��7KH�KHDGV�EREEHG�DV�WKH\�
walked, the boss gobbler sounding off 
EHKLQG�WZR�VDWHOOLWH�WRPV��7KH\�FOHDUHG�
the rise and seemed to spot the decoys at 
WKH�VDPH�WLPH��*LIIRUG�ZDV�VLOHQW��OHWWLQJ�
the laydown hen and quarter-strut jake 
GHFR\V�GR�WKHLU�WKLQJ��7KH\�ZHUH�FRPLQJ��
the two subordinate toms leading, or more 
DFFXUDWHO\��WKH�ERVV�WRP�KROGLQJ�EDFN�

7KURXJK�WKH�&ULPVRQ�7UDFH�5$'�
Max sight, I watched them step and bob 
WRZDUG�WKH�GHFR\V��7RR�FORVH�WRJHWKHU�
to risk a shot, they moved right to left, 
DQJOLQJ�WRZDUG�RXU�VHWXS�

³:KHQHYHU�\RX¶UH�UHDG\�´�'DKONH�
whispered as he watched through the 
FDPHUD��,�VORZO\�PRYHG�WKH�VLQJOH�VKRW�
up and over the dang brush that had 
VSUXQJ�EDFN�XS��,�KDGQ¶W�KHDUG�KHU��EXW�
Harten, aiming her 12-gauge Savage 
5HQHJDXJH��KDG�ZKLVSHUHG��³,¶P�UHDG\´�
DQG�ZDV�DQ[LRXVO\�DZDLWLQJ�P\�PRYH�

7KH�OHDG�WRP�PRYHG�DKHDG�D�FRXSOH�
steps, the red dot in my optic jumping with 
P\�KHDUWEHDW�DFURVV�WKH�EDVH�RI�KLV�QHFN��
,�¿UHG��WKH�ELUG�GURSSHG��+DUWHQ�¿UHG�WKHQ�
¿UHG�DJDLQ��DQG�*LIIRUG�ZKRRSHG��:H�DOO�
MXPSHG�XS�DQG�DOO�KHFN�EURNH�ORRVH��,W�
was a genuine whoop-and-holler session, 
not a rehearsed or second-take celebration 
DV�SRUWUD\HG�RQ�VRPH�RXWGRRU�VKRZV��$V�
we stumbled to our feet and tumbled out 
of the brush, the lone turkey survivor, the 
boss gobbler, skedaddled over the knob 
WRZDUG�WKH�IDU�WUHHV�

THE TUNGSTEN TOUCH

Like anyone who as a kid hunted and 
SOLQNHG�FDQV�ZLWK�D������ERUH�VKRWJXQ��
I was skeptical of what it could do on a 
IXOO�JURZQ�WRP�WXUNH\��%XW�WKHVH�ZHUH�
QRW�P\�JUDQGSD¶V������VKRWVKHOOV��7R�
EH�VSHFL¿F��WKH\�ZHUH�)LRFFKL�*ROGHQ�
7XUNH\�766����LQFKHUV�ZLWK�����1R����

pellets screaming out in a deadly swarm, 
each packing the denser-than-lead punch 
RI�WXQJVWHQ��7KDW¶V�����WLQ\�EXW�FRO-
lectively lethal missiles, each adding 
to the fatal terminal impact in a pattern 
that held together well out to at least 
���\DUGV��,¶P�VXUH�ORQJHU�NLOOV�KDYH�
been recorded, but after patterning we 
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The pellets Fiocchi packs in  
its Golden Turkey TSS loads  
have a density of 18 grams per  
cubic centimeter, about 56  
percent denser than lead.

Place decoys at about 20 yards when hunting 
with sub-gauge shotguns like the .410. A tom 

that hangs up 10 yards from the decoys should 
still be well within range of TSS loads. 



decided the 40-yard mark was pretty 
much our limit.
I stepped off the distance from the 

dead tom to where I’d been sitting: 38 
larger-than-normal steps, which for me 
translates to yards. Where popular lead-
based turkey shells are loaded with No. 
4, 5 or 6 shot, TSS shells can be packed 

it to retain more energy than lead down-
range, and being harder helps it maintain 
form and therefore a better pattern than 
lead. Put these advantages together, and 
the result is tighter patterns with more 
knockdown punch at longer ranges.

The hitch in TSS shotshells is cost. 
I found prices ranging from $8.60 to 
$11.50 per round. On the other hand, we 
put time, effort and other expense (I trav-
eled from Nebraska to Minnesota for this 
hunt) into turkey hunting, so why skimp 
when it comes to the all-important shot?

The TSS advantages really come to 
the fore in smaller gauges, the so-called 
sub-gauges, particularly .410, 28 and 
20, which are gaining more devotees. 
Now, if you’re shooting a 12-gauge out 
to 40 yards, most decent copper-plated 
lead loads or other variations of quality 
turkey loads should do. Still, though, 
���JDXJH�766�ORDGV�DGG�DOO�WKH�EHQH¿WV�
we just discussed. 

The antithesis of the sub-gauge move-
ment is the bigger-is-better school of 
thought. I’ve heard of hunters—includ-
ing “practitioners of the doubtful trade of 
gun writing,” to borrow a Jack O’Connor 
line—who pine for if not downright 
demand 12-gauge 3 1/2-inch shotshells. 
These same people say they want to be 
able to kill a bird out to 75 or 80 yards. 

with smaller (No. 7 1/2, 8 and 9) and 
more pellets. With the added density, 
smaller TSS pellets can carry the same 
deadly mail as larger lead shot.

TSS (which, if you haven’t heard by 
now, stands for Tungsten Super Shot) 
has the leg up on lead shot, especially 
at longer distances. Being denser allows 
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The Crimson Trace RAD reflex 
sight mounted to the author’s  

Savage 301 Turkey allowed him  
to aim with precision as the  
bird approached the decoys.

Megan Harten of Savage Arms 
took a bird with a 12-gauge  

Renegauge just seconds after  
the author killed his tom.
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That reminds me of another O’Connor 
line about sheep hunting, but I’ll substi-
tute “turkeys” where Jack used “rams.” 
Long shots at turkeys come either from 
hard luck or from not knowing how to 
hunt them.

LIGHTER GUNS, LIGHTER RECOIL

My .410 experience makes the bigger-
is-better side look silly, assuming we 
are good enough at turkey hunting to 
get turkeys into ranges of about half 
that unnecessarily distant and borderline 
unethical 75 to 80 yards. I used a Stevens 
301 Turkey shotgun with a simple break-
open action, 26-inch matte-black barrel, 
synthetic stock in Mossy Oak Obsession 
camo, recoil pad and extra-full choke 
tube. The unobtrusive Crimson Trace 
RAD (Rapid Aiming Dot) Max red-dot 
UHÀH[�VLJKW�PRXQWHG�WR�WKH�EDUUHO�DGGHG�
D�VLJQL¿FDQW�PHDVXUH�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH�DW�
trigger-squeezing time.

The 301 Turkey weighs a shade over 5 
pounds, or 2 to 3 pounds lighter than an 
unloaded 12-gauge semi-auto. It’s light 
HQRXJK�WR�KROG�RXW�ZLWK�D�FRXSOH�¿QJHUV�
and tote up and down hills without giving 
it much thought. Did I feel bad choos-
ing the 301 single-shot, leaving Harten 
with the heavier 12-gauge Renegauge? 
I got over it.
Harten said Savage is selling the heck 

out of sub-gauge shotguns, including 
.410s to turkey hunters.

GROUSE FOR TURKEYS
A trade that boosted Minnesota’s gobbler numbers

In the early days, the few turkeys found in southeastern Minnesota along the Iowa 
border were hunted and eaten by settlers, and otherwise eliminated by habitat 
loss. After that, wild birds didn’t exist in Minnesota for nearly a century before 
reintroduction began in the early 1970s. It started with 29 adult birds trapped in 
Missouri and released in Houston County. Minnesota traded 85 ruffed grouse for the 
Eastern turkeys. Previous releases of pen-raised turkeys failed, as did releases of 
Merriam’s turkeys, which are smaller than Eastern turkeys and considered less hardy.

The Eastern turkeys from the original and subsequent releases of more than 
5,000 birds—some through funding from the National Wild Turkey Federation—at 
about 280 locations over the next four decades proliferated, and in 1978 the first 
modern hunting season was held. These days, wild turkeys are found throughout 
the southeastern part of the state and range as far north as Brainerd and the 
Detroit lakes.
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Pockets of woodlands scattered among 
agricultural fields in southeastern Minnesota 
provided a proving ground for the .410-bore.



Dahlke said sub-gauges 
appeal to the minimalist 
trend, especially in younger 
generations that are “trying 
something out of the box, 
trying to do new things with 
turkey hunting.” Gifford 
VWUHVVHG�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKH�
.410’s low recoil, which 
FDQ�KHOS�HOLPLQDWH�ÀLQFKLQJ�
caused by the anticipation 
of getting shoulder-punched 
by heavy 12-gauge loads.
Gifford has hunted with 

friends toting TSS-loaded 
.410s for a couple years now 
and has not seen any birds 
shot with these guns and 
loads get away. The main 
consideration, he said, is to 
set decoys a bit closer and 
count on them, and your 
hunting skill, to bring birds 
into a comfortable range. 

7R�¿QG�WKDW�FRPIRUW�]RQH��SDWWHUQLQJ�LV�
the place to start. It will show the .410 
in turkey hunting is not a gimmick. 

“It’s also a good starter gun, without 
the kick,” she said. “It makes it easy to 
take your kid out and not be so scary for 

them. And it’s much easier on you, too, 
both to shoot and to carry if you’re on 
the move through the woods.”

Doubling on gobblers during the first  
morning of a hunt is a rare event, but the  
Savage 301 Turkey was up to the task.
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S
uppressors have rapidly grown 
in popularity over the last de-
cade for good reason. Although 
suppressors are still misunder-

stood in some circles—they don’t com-
SOHWHO\�³VLOHQFH´�D�¿UHDUP¶V�UHSRUW²
KXQWHUV�DUH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�
a device that reduces the harmful noise 
WKDW�HPDQDWHV�IURP�D�ULÀH�ZKHQ�LW¶V�¿UHG�

The Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration notes that noise of 140 
decibels is at the threshold of pain and 
can cause immediate, permanent dam-
age. (Normal conversation reaches a 
level of about 60 decibels for com-
SDULVRQ���7KH�QRLVH�PDGH�E\�¿ULQJ�D�
ULÀH�YDULHV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�IDFWRUV�VXFK�
as chambering and barrel length, but 
PRVW�FHQWHU¿UH�PRGHOV�FKDPEHUHG�IRU�
typical hunting cartridges like the .270 

Win., .308 Win. and .30-06 Sprg. exceed 
����GHFLEHOV��0DJQXP�ULÀHV�DUH�HYHQ�
louder, approaching 170 decibels.
Most suppressors reduce the noise 

RI�D�ULÀH�VKRW�WR�OHVV�WKDQ�����GHFLEHOV��
While on paper this doesn’t seem like 
much of a reduction, decibels are mea-
sured on a logarithmic scale. A small 
change in decibels makes a big differ-
ence in the amount of noise and potential 
hearing damage. 
Quality suppressors are precisely 

machined and assembled accessories, 
but they are quite simple in the way 
they work to reduce noise. Inside the 
VXSSUHVVRU�LV�D�VHULHV�RI�EDIÀHV�WKDW�
traps propellant gases and slows their 
exit from the muzzle. By delaying the 
expansion and expulsion of these gases, 
the resulting noise is reduced. In addition 
WR�PDNLQJ�D�ULÀH�TXLHWHU��VXSSUHVVRUV�DOVR�
reduce felt recoil by the same principle. 
Put less noise and less recoil together, 

DQG�D�ULÀH�EHFRPHV�PXFK�PRUH�
comfortable to shoot. Not surpris-
ingly, we shoot better when we’re 
not anticipating a blast of noise and 

recoil, and we’re able to recover 
for follow-up shots more quickly.
In addition, a suppressor allows hunt-

ers to stay more aware of the situation 

immediately following a shot. There 
is less noise covering the sound of the 
bullet impact, which can provide feed-
back regarding the location of a hit—or 
miss. And since a suppressor reduces 
the noise of a gunshot to a safe level, 
there is no need for hunters to impede 
their hearing by wearing ear plugs or 
PXIIV�ZKHQ�D¿HOG��
Suppressors are legal for hunting in 41 

states. (Check state and local regulations, 
as seasons when suppressors are permit-
WHG�YDU\���:LWK�DOO�WKH�EHQH¿WV�WKDW�FRPH�
with a suppressor, though, there are still 
two main hang-ups that cause hunters in 
suppressor-friendly states to give pause. 
First, suppressors are regulated by the 
1DWLRQDO�)LUHDUPV�$FW��1)$��RI�������
and purchasing one requires an approval 
process that includes a background check 
through the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (BATFE). The 
typical processing time for paper applica-
tions is eight to 10 months. Purchasing a 
suppressor also requires paying a $200 
tax. Hunters just don’t want to deal with 
the hassle, plunk down money for a sup-
pressor and the tax, and then wait for 
approval. The second downside is the 
length and weight a suppressor adds 
WR�D�ULÀH� C
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GEAR: FIELD TEST

Silencer Central  
Banish Backcountry

This compact suppressor is purpose-built for hunters.
By Adam Heggenstaller

Directly threading the Backcountry 
to a barrel saves the most weight, 
but a muzzle brake adapter  
is also available.



The new Banish Backcountry sup-
pressor from Silencer Central addresses 
the size issue. (More on how Silencer 
Central eases the application process 
ODWHU���7KH�QXPEHU�RI�EDIÀHV�LQVLGH�D�
suppressor correlates with how much 
QRLVH�LW�FDQ�UHGXFH��0RUH�EDIÀHV�WUDS�
gas longer, making the report quieter. 
%XW�PRUH�EDIÀHV�DOVR�DGG�ZHLJKW�DQG�
length because there needs to be adequate 
space between each one to allow the gas 
WR�H[SDQG��6LOHQFHU�&HQWUDO¶V�ÀDJVKLS�
Banish 30 is a .30-caliber suppressor 
ZLWK�HLJKW�EDIÀHV�WKDW�PHDVXUHV���LQFKHV�
long. It weighs 14 ounces. To reduce 
the size and arrive at the Backcountry, 
6LOHQFHU�&HQWUDO�FXW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�EDIÀHV�
to six, resulting in a suppressor that is a 
compact 5 1/2 inches long and weighs 
just 7.8 ounces. 

Notably, though, the Backcountry 
still manages to keep noise below the 
140-decibel threshold. For example, 
it reduces the report of a .308 Win. to 
135 decibels, a .300 Win. Mag. to 137 
decibels and a .300 RUM (the largest 
cartridge for which it is rated) to 138 
decibels.

The Backcountry is made of titanium, 
and while it is available with an optional 
muzzle brake attachment, weight savings 

are best realized by directly threading 
it to the barrel. Silencer Central offers 
it with a number of thread pitches, in-
cluding the 5/8x24 pitch common on 
����FDOLEHU�KXQWLQJ�ULÀHV�
I tested the Banish Backcountry on 

a recent trip to Kodiak Island, Alaska, 
where I spent a week hiking from the 

beach and into the surrounding hills 
for Sitka blacktails and caribou. The 
marches through the muskeg and 
alders and then up the steep slopes 
made me aware of every ounce I 
carried on the hunt. Yet at no time 

did I feel the Backcountry was a bur-
den, and it was directly responsible for 
my hunting partner and I being able to 
GRXEOH�RQ�FDULERX��0LNH¶V�ULÀH�ZDV�DOVR�
equipped with a Backcountry, and when 
KH�WRRN�WKH�¿UVW�VKRW��WKH�UHSRUW�ZDV�PLOG�
enough that even though I was kneel-
ing close beside him I didn’t lose the 
view through my scope for a moment. 
The caribou herd we had stalked didn’t 
move very far after his shot, seemingly 
confused about the direction of the sound, 
and soon a second one was lying dead.

The Backcountry Banish is a suppres-
sor optimized for hunters. Perhaps even 
better, Silencer Central’s stellar commit-
ment to guiding customers through the 

suppressor application process—much 
of it completed online through BATFE’s 
eForms system, which has the advan-
WDJH�RI�IDVWHU�DSSURYDO�WKDQ�SDSHU�¿O-
ing—makes it easy to handle. Now the 
question is, if you live in a state where 
you can hunt with a suppressor, why 
wouldn’t you own one? 
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BANISH 
BACKCOUNTRY

silencercentral.com

TYPE: direct-thread suppressor

CALIBER: .30 (up to .300 RUM)

SOUND REDUCTION: 30 decibels

MATERIAL: titanium

FINISH: Cerakote

LENGTH: 5.5” 

DIAMETER: 1.6”

WEIGHT: 7.8 oz.

MSRP: $1,099

SPECIFICATIONS

The Backcountry adds less than  
6 inches and 8 ounces to a rifle, 
making it almost unnoticeable  
until a shot is fired.

Combined with a Savage  
110 Ultralite, the Backcountry 
accounted for two blacktails  
and a caribou on Kodiak Island.
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KH�¿UVW�ULÀHVFRSHV�FHQWXULHV�DJR�
used crosshairs—literal hairs 
or strands of a spider web—
amid scallops of glass inside a 

tube. Over time those crosshairs, glass 
and housing tubes improved with knowl-
edge and technology. We now have 
FU\VWDO�FOHDU�ULÀHVFRSHV��DQG�RWKHU�RSWLFV��
ZLWK�JUHDW�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�FURVVKDLUV�
etched on the glass or imposed digitally 
with lines, images or information about 
WKH�FRQGLWLRQV��6RPH�ULÀHVFRSHV�JLYH�
you hold points for distance and wind, 
and sync with ballistics data on a phone 
to provide even more information.
Do you need all that to kill a deer in 

Alabama, or a mule deer in Colorado, or 

an illuminated reticle, even in daytime, 
LV�D�EHQH¿W��2SWLFV�FRPSDQLHV�WRXW�OLJKW�
transmission, clarity and other highlights. 
:KLOH�D�ORZ�SULFHG�ULÀHVFRSH�PLJKW�
be all you want or need while hunting 
open food plots in relatively bright light 
conditions, you get what you pay for. 
Putting that same scope to the test in 
dim light at 198 yards, or out West, or 
in the dark woods of Saskatchewan or 
Maine, may lead to disappointment.
In 2021 I hunted whitetails in 

Saskatchewan with Safari River 
2XW¿WWHUV��ZKLFK�KDV�WZR�FDPSV�DERXW�
three hours north of Saskatoon. Lance and 
Emily Robinson run an honest, top-notch 
camp with knowledgeable guides and 

a moose or elk or bison? Of course not. 
7KH�¿UVW�IHZ�GHHU�,�NLOOHG�PDQ\�\HDUV�
ago were with a Winchester Model 70 
in .243 Win. and a simple 3-9X scope. 
I still have both. You can get by with 
plain old crosshairs, practice, knowing 
your surroundings and trusting your gut. 
Hunters typically know almost im-

mediately whether a target is worthy 
of a shot. At close to moderate ranges, 
sometimes it happens quickly enough 
WKDW�\RX�WKURZ�XS�WKH�ULÀH��DGMXVW�DV�\RX�
put the crosshairs on a spot and shoot. 
Other times, though, you may need more 
in that sleek tube of aluminum and glass.

Crosshairs can become lost or hazy 
against the background or in low light;  
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GEAR: FIELD TEST

Trijicon

Loaded with practical features, this scope includes 

an illuminated reticle that doesn’t require batteries.
By Alan Clemons

The robust AccuPoint line includes 
numerous magnification ranges and 

reticle designs for 60 total variations.
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great setups. Hunting 
with Safari River involves day-long 
sits in brushed-up ground blinds in the 
woods. Bait is used, typically no more 
than 75 yards away. Hunters may have a 
longer shot but it’s doubtful, as the woods 
are thick. There is rarely any need for a 
ULÀHVFRSH�ZLWK�D�UHWLFOH�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�D�
Christmas tree. An illuminated reticle is 
another matter, though, because it makes 
a big difference during dawn, dusk and 
days with heavy cloud cover.

The Trijicon AccuPoint 4-16x50 mm 
scope atop my Strasser RS Solo Evolution 
was one of 11 options the company of-
fers in the 4-16X line. Trijicon has nine 
AccuPoint models, with more than 60 
options in all, from the 1-4x24 mm to the 
5-20x50 mm. I chose the standard du-
plex crosshair with green dot, which has 
thicker outer lines that get thinner in the 

center. Having hunted in Saskatchewan 
before, I knew that would be all I needed. 
I was happy to have the AccuPoint’s 
battery-free illumination—thanks to the 
ELW�RI�WULWLXP�DQG�WKH�¿EHU�RSWLF�WHFK-
nology, Trijicon’s hallmarks—along 
ZLWK�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�OHYHU��DQ�
easily focused eyepiece for 
UHWLFOH�GH¿QLWLRQ��DQG�DPSOH�
windage and elevation adjust-
ments with large knobs.

Trijicon is known for 
building rugged scopes uti-
lized by law enforcement 
and the military, and the 
AccuPoint suits this reputa-
tion. The scope is tested to ensure 

it’s waterproof and 
fogproof, will hold up to 
extremely cold (-20 degrees) and hot (140 
degrees) temperatures, and will retain 
zero under vibration and after a drop.
It was reassuring to not have to worry 

about batteries, as the AccuPoint’s illumi-
nation power source is the tritium. As the 
tritium breaks down it emits a weak beta 
particle, an electron, from its nucleus. It 
is energetic enough to emit a glow that 
LV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�¿EHU�RSWLF�
element to the crosshairs, post, point or 
dot in the scope. The AccuPoint allows 
you to increase or decrease the intensity 
of the illumination by rotating a cover 
that controls the amount of ambient light 
KLWWLQJ�WKH�¿EHU�RSWLF�HOHPHQW��7KLV�LV�
a helpful feature for both low-light and 
full-sun situations. The highest settings 
don’t bother your vision, and the soft 
glow isn’t visible from a distance.

Adjustments for windage and eleva-
tion have a broad range of 70 MOA. 
The parallax-adjustment knob is a great 
addition, too, allowing hunters to elimi-
nate any point-of-impact shifts due to 
this phenomenon. Again, no issue in 
the Saskatchewan woods but in open 
areas this is a bonus feature. With a 50 
mm objective lens, the scope permits 
plenty of light transmission through 
the multi-coated lenses. It offered crisp, 
clear views out to 500 yards, which was 
the farthest distance at which I could 
evaluate the image. In bright daylight 
conditions or cruddy weather, a sunshield 
DQG�ÀLS�XS�OHQV�FDSV�RIIHU�SURWHFWLRQ� 

from glare and moisture.

My regular deer hunting experiences 
involve targets usually within 150 yards, 
but I’m smart enough to prepare for shots 
longer than that. Thanks to the type of 
reticles, illumination and clarity offered 
by the Trijicon AccuPoint, hunters can be 
FRQ¿GHQW�DW�ORQJHU�UDQJHV��7KLV�VFRSH�LV�
not magic, though. We still have to learn, 
practice at the range and practice some 
more. It can pay off, because when that 
elk or mule deer is across a windswept 
ravine, or the whitetail of a lifetime steps 
RXW�LQ�D�FXW�EHDQ�¿HOG�DW�����\DUGV��LI�
you’re comfortable with your scope then 
you can make the shot. 

TRIJICON 
ACCUPOINT

trijicon.com

TYPE: variable-power riflescope

MAGNIFICATION: 4-16X (tested)

OBJECTIVE LENS: 50 mm

MAINTUBE: 30 mm

RETICLE: duplex with green 
illuminated center dot

ADJUSTMENT RANGE: 70 MOA 
in 1/4 MOA increments 

POWER SOURCE: tritium 
and fiber-optic element

FIELD OF VIEW @ 100 YDS:

7.1' to 28.5'

EYE RELIEF: 3.1" to 3.8"

OVERALL LENGTH: 14.4"

WEIGHT: 26.8 oz.

MSRP: $1,441

SPECIFICATIONS
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An extension on the scope’s 
magnification ring aids in  
quickly zooming up or down.
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ike every evening at the dinner 
table, Shane’s family was talk-
ing about the day. When there 
was a pause, Shane cleared his 

throat and recapped what had happened 
to him in school that afternoon. 

“When the new girl in my class found 
out that I am a hunter, she spoke out 
against me,” he related. “She said some 
pretty nasty things.”

“What do you mean she spoke out 
against you?” asked Shane’s mother.

“Mrs. Connolly encouraged her to 
speak out because it was civics class 
and our assignment was to argue for or 
against some political issue of the day,” 
Shane explained. “I argued for hunting, 
and then Meagan argued against it. That 
ZDV�¿QH��EXW�VKH�JRW�NLQG�RI�PHDQ�ZKHQ�
she pointed right at me and called me 
a murderer.”

“I think her mother is the one that 
drives that little car with all the weird 
bumper stickers on it,” said Shane’s 
mother. “I heard they moved in from 
Philadelphia or somewhere like that. So 
it doesn’t surprise me. But a murderer?”

“Yep. And a cowardly one at that.”
“First off,” interjected Shane’s father, 

³WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�PXUGHU�LV�ZKHQ�RQH�
human kills another human. So she’s 
just wrong. But what happened next?”

 “She went on and on about how we 
don’t have to eat meat to live and that 
hunting is barbaric, and I’m a cowardly 
murderer, and this and that and then 
she sat down. I think she was hoping 
for cheers, but none came. I think she 
thought most of the class would be on 
her side, but they’re not.”

“What did you do then?” asked 
Shane’s mother.

“Nothing,” said Shane. “Mrs. Connolly 
didn’t call on me again, and then class 
ended. But it wasn’t fair that I didn’t get 
to argue back, so I’m going to—”

“Do what?” Shane’s father cut him 
off. “Tell her off? It’ll do more harm 
than good.” 

“Well then, what should I do?” 
“Don’t do anything,” said his mother. 

“Who cares what she thinks?”

“I think you should give her a pie 
at lunch, but don’t tell her it’s a squir-
rel potpie until she takes a bite!” said 
Shane’s little sister, Lucy.
Shane laughed. “That sure would be 

a good one!”
“I think,” replied Shane’s father, as he 

laid down his fork and rubbed his hands 
together like he were plotting a scheme, 
“you should offer to take her hunting.”

“Yeah!” shrieked Lucy. Shane’s 
mother just chuckled.

“No way I’m taking anti-hunting 
Meagan hunting,” said Shane. “She’d 
probably slap me if I asked.”

“Trust me, son,” replied Shane’s fa-
ther. “Be nice, take the high road, and 
if she declines, she’ll have to live with 
the fact that she’s maybe not as open-
minded as she probably thinks she is.”

The next day Shane approached 
Meagan while she was at her locker.

“Meagan, I know you and I come 
from different places,” he offered tenta-
tively, “but I’d like to take you hunting 
sometime if you’d like to go.”
Meagan just froze. Then she looked 

at Shane over her huge glasses. That’s 
when Shane noticed she was kind of 
pretty. He’d never paid attention before. 

“Me, hunting?” Meagan uttered in 
disbelief. “No way! Besides, my mom 
would never let me go anyway.” 

“OK, no problem,” said Shane. “I 
just thought I’d ask. But just so you 
know, most times I don’t kill anything 
when I go hunting, but I love to see the 
beautiful woods and animals anyway.”

As he turned to leave, Meagan stopped 
him. “Hey,” she said, “I suppose I can’t 
really knock it till I’ve tried it. As long as 
you don’t make me shoot any defense-
less deer myself, I guess I could go.”

“What about your mom?” 
“Well, Mom always tells me how I 

don’t have to do what society expects me 
to do, so she’ll just have to get over it.”

“How about Friday afternoon, then?” 
asked Shane.

“Sounds good. What should I wear?”
“Something green or brown, just not 

white.”
“Why not white?” she asked. 
“Because the animals will see you 

and run away.”
“OK, white it is,” Meagan said, wink-

ing at Shane. “See you Friday!” 
“Oh boy,” mumbled Shane as he turned 

and walked down the hallway. “Father, 
what have you gotten me into?” 
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Class Act
There are better things to do than argue.

RITES

BY JEFF JOHNSTON



STOP INVASIVE SPECIES

1 2 3

Clean all plants, mud  

and debris from trucks,  

trailers, gear and pets.

Dry boots/waders  

and all equipment for  

at least 5 days.

Drain all water  

from boats and  

recreational vehicles.

Learn to identify invasive species in 

your area. Report findings to a local 

fish and wildlife agency!

www.cleandraindry.org

TM

www.wildlifeforever.orgwww.blm.gov

always remember to follow the 

Clean Drain Dry steps to prevent  

the spread of invasive species.



FOR EVERY HERO ON THE FRONT LINES,

THERE’S A TRUCKER IN THE BACKGROUND. 

Progressive Commercial off ers aff ordable insurance options 

to protect the heroes behind the scenes. Call your local agent 

or visit ProgressiveCommercial.com


