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•KANSAS WALLEYES

•MICHIGAN PHEASANTS

•ERIE TRIBS STEELHEAD

•LAKE GENEVA CRAPPIES

•SOUTH DAKOTA TURKEYS

REGION 
ROUNDUP

Sweetest
november
TIPS, TACTICS AND PROVEN 

HUNT SMALL WATER  
FOR PRESSURED  

MALLARDS

POUND THE PRAIRIE  

FOR SHARPIES  

AND CHICKENS

THE BEST RUT EVER

CHASE 
BACKWOODS 

BUCKS 
IN THE MARK  

TWAIN N.F.

TEMPT 

FALL BASS,  
WALLEYES 
AND PIKE WITH 

LIVE BAIT 

PULL IN 

DUCKS 
WITH A 
SIMPLE DIY 
JERK-CORD 

RIG

CELLULAR CAMS TO KEEP YOU IN THE ACTION, P. 76



NO ROADS.
 YOUR RULES.

There’s no obstacle too big 
with 65" Forward A-Arms 
and 30" XPS tires.

Learn more at Can-AmOff Road.com

© 2022 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affi  liates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed 

by BRP US Inc. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change specifi cations, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring obligation. 

CAN-AM OFF-ROAD VEHICLE: Some models depicted may include optional equipment. For side-by-side vehicles (SxS): Read the BRP side-by-side operator’s guide and 

watch the safety DVD before driving. Fasten lateral net and seat belt at all times. Operator must be at least 16 years old. Passenger must be at least 12 years old and able to 

hold handgrips and plant feet while seated against the backrest. SxSs are for off -road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator 

and passenger must wear a helmet, eye protection and other protective clothing. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. 

Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on diffi  cult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely.
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Spotting pronghorns in eastern 
:\RPLQJ�LVQ¶W�GLI¿FXOW��EXW�VWDONLQJ�
them is another story. 
By Drew Warden

GEAR

74  RANGE REPORT
The Leupold Freedom RDS is a 
GXUDEOH��DIIRUGDEOH�UHG�GRW�RSWLF�
By Adam Heggenstaller 

76  PRICE POINTS
These three cellular trail cameras 
will keep you updated on the rut.  
By Game & Fish Staff

78  ICONS
Federal’s No. 123 shotshell has been 
a staple for nearly 100 years.
By Adam Heggenstaller

IN EVERY ISSUE

04  EDITOR’S LETTER

08  MOON TIMES

80  RITES

DEPARTMENTS

10  SHOOTING
What’s your maximum effective 
range for deer season? Find out with 
WKLV�VLPSOH�¿HOG�SRVLWLRQ�GULOO����
By Richard Mann

18  DO-IT-YOURSELF
$�JRRG�¿UH�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�DQ\�RXWGRRU�
hunting camp. Follow these steps to 
build a worthy blaze.  
By Scott Linden

14  BOWHUNTING
(YHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�UXW��DOO�GD\�VLWV�DUH�
tough. Stay focused by having a plan 
WKDW�OHWV�\RX�WDNH�D�ZHOO�WLPHG�EUHDN���
By Tony Hansen

20  CONSERVATION
Ethics include setting honest personal 
limitations and then sticking to them 
ZKHQ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG���
By Andrew McKean



S
H

U
TT

ER
S

TO
C

K

PUBLISHER

Michael F. X. Cassidy

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 

Adam Heggenstaller 
Adam.Heggenstaller@outdoorsg.com

EDITOR 

John Taranto 
John.Taranto@outdoorsg.com

REGIONAL EDITORS 

Dr. Todd A. Kuhn
Chuck Smock 
Drew Warden

ONLINE CONTENT EDITOR 

Scott Bernarde 

ART DIRECTOR 

Brian Judge

ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR

Andrew Tuchscherer  

PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION MANAGER 

Melissa Williams 
Melissa.Williams@outdoorsg.com 

ADVERTISING

NATIONAL ENDEMIC AD SALES 
Jim McConville | (440) 791-7017 
James.McConville@outdoorsg.com

WESTERN REGION 
Hutch Looney 

Hutch@HLooney.com

MARINE/FISHING ADVERTISING  
Michael Cassidy | (407) 625-0992 

Michael.Cassidy@outdoorsg.com

MIDWESTERN REGION

Mark Thiffault | (720) 630-9863 
Mark.Thiffault@outdoorsg.com

NATIONAL AD SALES

ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 

DETROIT OFFICE

Kevin Donley | (248) 798-4458 
Kevin.Donley@outdoorsg.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

CHICAGO OFFICE  

Carl Benson | (312) 955-0496 
Carl.Benson@outdoorsg.com

DIRECT RESPONSE AD/ 

NON-ENDEMIC

Anthony Smyth | (914) 409-4202 
anthony@smythps.com

H
unting season had an early, and unlikely, start for me this year. Rather 
than shooting doves in September, I was chasing an invasive insect called 
WKH�VSRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀ\�LQ�$XJXVW��$�FKDUJH�RI�WDEOH�VDOW�¿UHG�IURP�DQ�DLU�
SRZHUHG�%XJ�$�6DOW�JXQ�LV�DQ�DGHTXDWH�ORDG��WKRXJK�WKH�HIIHFWLYH�UDQJH�

IRU�JXDUDQWHHG�RQH�VKRW�NLOOV�LV�QR�IDUWKHU�WKDQ���LQFKHV��6SRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀLHV�KDYH�
\HW�WR�DGDSW�WR�KXQWLQJ�SUHVVXUH�DQG�LW¶V�QRW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DSSURDFK�WKHP�WR�QHDUO\�
contact distance. I found, over weeks of trial and error, that it’s best to direct the 
VDOW�WR�WKH�LQVHFW¶V�VRIWHU�XQGHUERG\��6KRRWLQJ�LWV�PXOWL�FRORUHG�ZLQJV�PHUHO\�UHVXOWV�
in a wound. There is no daily or possession limit, which is a good thing because 
my family and I took hundreds of them.
.LGGLQJ�DVLGH��WKH�VSRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀ\�LV�QR�MRNH��7KH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�

UHSRUWV�WKDW�WKH�SHVW��QDWLYH�WR�&KLQD�DQG�¿UVW�UHSRUWHG�LQ�3HQQV\OYDQLD�LQ�������
could seriously impact the country’s grape, orchard and logging industries because it 
feeds on a wide range of fruit, ornamental and woody trees. Killing its egg masses, 
which look like small splotches of gray putty on tree trunks and other hard surfaces, 
is the most effective way to control the insect’s spread.

7KH�VSRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀ\�LV�MXVW�WKH�ODWHVW�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�WR�WKUHDWHQ�RXU�ZRRGV�DQG�
native wildlife. Thanks to the Wild Spotter program, a new initiative launched by 
:LOGOLIH�)RUHYHU�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Georgia, hunters and anglers can help stem the impact of invasives on our public 
lands. The public awareness and volunteer initiative aims to map and monitor the 
SUHVHQFH�RI�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�RQ�DOO�����QDWLRQDO�IRUHVWV�DQG�JUDVVODQGV�
Identifying and mapping infestations is critical for land managers to adopt strate�

gies for prevention, control and eradication. Wild Spotter (wildspotter.org) utilizes 
D�IUHH�PRELOH�PDSSLQJ�DSS�WKDW�SURYLGHV�WRROV�WR�KHOS�ORFDWH��TXDQWLI\��PDS�DQG�
report invasive infestations.

“This program has tremendous appeal and ability to engage citizen scientist 
volunteers, friends’ groups and the entire conservation community into taking ac�
WLRQ�DJDLQVW�$PHULFD¶V�JUHDWHVW�WKUHDW�WR�RXU�SXEOLF�ODQGV��LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�´�VDLG�
3DW�&RQ]HPLXV��SUHVLGHQW�DQG�&(2�RI�:LOGOLIH�)RUHYHU�

$V�KXQWHUV�DQG�DQJOHUV��ZH�VSHQG�PRUH�WLPH�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV�DQG�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�WKDQ�
PDQ\�RWKHU�JURXSV�RI�IRONV��:H�RIWHQ�FRPH�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK� LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV��
WKRXJK�ZH�PD\�QRW�HYHQ�NQRZ�LW��:LOG�6SRWWHU�FDQ�HTXLS�XV�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKHVH�
HQHPLHV�DQG�MRLQ�WKH�EDWWOH�DJDLQVW�WKHP��1RZ��LI�\RX¶OO�H[FXVH�PH��,�KDYH�VRPH�
egg masses to smash.

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

Hunting for  

Pests
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DQJOLQJ�VNLOOV�ZKHQ�LW¶V�WRR�FROG�WR�¿VK�
by watching all three seasons (more 
than 30 episodes) of “Beyond the Bait.”

HERE COME THE HOLIDAYS

Our annual Holiday Gift Guide launches 
Nov. 9 with cool ideas for the hunters 
and anglers on your shopping list. Find 
it under “Gear” on the homepage.
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outdoorsg.com

TELEVISION

outdoorchannel.com

thesportsmanchannel.com

worldfishingnetwork.com 

HUNTING

bowhunter.com

bowhuntingmag.com

gameandfishmag.com 

gundogmag.com 

northamericanwhitetail.com

petersenshunting.com 

wildfowlmag.com

FISHING
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floridasportsman.com 

flyfisherman.com 

gameandfishmag.com 

in-fisherman.com 

SHOOTING

firearmsnews.com

gunsandammo.com

handguns.com

rifleshootermag.com

shootingtimes.com
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trending now at 

Game & Fish Online
get tips, see gear and celebrate the lifestyle at gafmag.com

 REGIONAL RUT UPDATE From pre-rut to 
post-rut and all 
the excitement 
between, we’re 
covering the action 
this fall. Beginning 
Oct. 20, “Regional 
Rut Update” is an 
exclusive weekly 
report from the 
field with timely 
information on 
whitetail activity, 
big-buck kills 
and how to tag a 
trophy in the East, 
Midwest and South.
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MOON TIMES
Powered By

The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full and Last Quarter 
(Last Q). Times listed represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.

BEST 

DAYS

GOOD

DAYS

FAIR 

DAYS

For your own 2022 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock go to moontimes.com or send $9.95 each, plus $3.75 shipping/handling per 
order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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H
unters often obsess over min-
XWH�GHWDLOV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�ULÀHV�
and ammunition, but many 
seem to think their marksman-

ship is beyond reproach. It’s almost like 
they think because they’re a well-
equipped hunter, they can always hit 
whatever they want. The truth is, you 
FDQ�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�ULÀH��RSWLFDO�VLJKW�DQG�
ammunition ever made, but if you can’t 
place the bullet where you want it, you 
might as well be using a squirt gun. 
Don’t get me wrong, your gear matters. 
But to be an effective deer hunter, you 
gotta know how to use it.

Practice is the key to shooting success, 
and there are many ways to train—with 
and without ammunition. I think most 
ULÀH�KXQWHUV�RYHUORRN�KRZ�PXFK�GU\�
¿UH�WUDLQLQJ�FDQ�KHOS� WKHP�EHFRPH�D�
better shot. Then again, practice is one 
thing. Understanding your real-world 
capabilities is another. You must know 
your limitations so you don’t attempt 
shots you’ll likely miss, and so you 
can put yourself in situations to take 
the shots you can make.

That’s why I devised the Deer-Killing 
Drill. While you can certainly use it for 
practice, it’s intended for evaluation, not 

training. At its heart, the deer-killing 
drill is designed to help you discover 
your maximum practical effective range.

WHAT YOU NEED

To begin, you’ll need a 100-yard range, 
a shot timer and at least three rounds 
of ammunition for each position from 
which you want to shoot. You’ll also 
need the means to simulate the shooting
positions you expect to use when you’re 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�KXQWLQJ��7KLV�PLJKW�EH�MXVW�D�
ULÀH�VOLQJ��EXW�LW�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�VKRRWLQJ�
VWLFNV�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�UHSOLFDWH�¿ULQJ�
from a rest like out of a shoot house 
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THE DEER-KILLING

Know your effective limit from any shooting position 

with this simple evaluation drill.
Story and Photos by Richard Mann
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Available in 27 different calibers, including the 6.5 PRC & 300 PRC!

NEVER 

COMPROMISE AT ANY DISTANCE

4DOF® available on the Hornady®

Kestrel® 5700 Ballistics Weather Meter

When you set out to exceed the limits of what is expected of hunting 

ammunition, you don’t do it by guessing what should happen. You test, 

iÛ>�Õ>Ìi�>�`�Àiw��i�Õ�Ì���Þ�Õ�>ÀÀ�Ûi�>Ì���À�>`Þ®�*ÀiV�Ã�����Õ�ÌiÀ®

ammunition, loaded with our ballistically advanced ELD-X® bullet with 
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�}��iiÀi`�Ã«iV�w�V>��Þ�Ì��`i��ÛiÀ�match accuracy

and lethality at all practical ranges]���À�>`Þ®�*ÀiV�Ã�����Õ�ÌiÀ®

ammunition is the best ALL-RANGE hunting ammunition.



window or off a rock or tree limb. If 
you don’t want to walk downrange after 
each shot, a spotting scope is handy, too.
You’ll also need some Thompson 

Target True Blue targets. I helped 
Thompson Target design this several 
years ago. It’s very visible in all lighting 
conditions, and it’s excellent for zero-
LQJ�D�ULÀH�RU�WHVWLQJ�DPPXQLWLRQ��,W�KDV�
several other uses, but it’s ideal for this 
drill because of the different size circles 
on its center bull.

HOW IT WORKS

Hunters shoot from basically four posi-
tions: standing, kneeling, sitting or prone. 
Now, you might also shoot with a support 
such as a tree, a fence post or a bipod 
or shooting sticks. But unless you’re 
some sort of Zen yoga master, you’ll 
be in one of those four positions when 
you break the shot. Which position(s) 
do you shoot from for this drill? Any. 
Or a combination of the positions you 
expect to shoot from when hunting.

Start the drill with either both feet on 
the ground or with one knee down. Pick 
the start position that allows you to get 
into the shooting position you want to use 
the fastest. When the shot timer beeps, 
assume the shooting position of your 
choice—with or without support—just 
like you would while hunting.
2QFH�LQ�SRVLWLRQ��¿UH�RQH�VKRW�DQG�WKHQ�

return to the start position. Time stops 
ZKHQ�WKH�VKRW�LV�¿UHG��DQG�WKH�JRDO�LV�WR�
¿UH�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ���VHFRQGV��5HSHDW�WKLV�
two more times. You must use one target 
DQG�¿UH�WKUHH�VKRWV�IRU�HDFK�SRVLWLRQ�\RX�
want to evaluate. Write down the time 
for each shot then check your target(s).

HOW IT’S SCORED

7KH�WDUJHW�KDV�¿YH�FLUFOHV�UDGLDWLQJ�RXW�
from the center. There is a 1/2-inch circle,  
1-inch circle, 2-inch circle, 3-inch circle 
and 6-inch circle. They’re worth 5, 4, 
3, 2 and 1 point, respectively.

Total your points on each target, then 
divide the total by three. The result, 
or quotient, multiplied by 100 is your 
maximum practical deer-killing range for 
the position associated with that target. 
If you scored a 5, 4 and 1 on a target 
from the sitting position, the total would 
be 10; 10 divided by 3 is 3.33. Multiply 
that by 100 and your maximum practi-
cal deer-killing range from the sitting 
position would be 333 yards.

The timer is there to provide stress 
and replicate reality. Deer don’t stand 
around all day waiting on you to shoot 
them. Add the times together for all the 
shots at one target and subtract one point 
for every full second your total time was 
over 24 seconds. For example, if it took 
\RX������DQG����VHFRQGV�����VHFRQGV��WR�
¿UH�WKUHH�VKRWV�DW�RQH�WDUJHW��\RX�ZRXOG�
VXEWUDFW���SRLQWV�����PLQXV�����IURP�
your point total before dividing by three.

WHY IT WORKS

The concept here is threefold. First is 
the practical assumption that your shot 
precision will increase proportional to 
distance. In other words, if you can hit 
a 1-inch circle at 100 yards, you can 
hit a two-inch circle at 200 yards. This 
would also suggest you could hit a 6-inch 
circle at 600 yards.

+RZHYHU�� ZKLOH� EXOOHWV� PLJKW� À\�
like that, shooters don’t shoot like that. 
Testing has shown that with most of us—
because of shooting and aiming error—at 
distance, bullet dispersion increases at 
a rate closer to 2.2 times as opposed to 
2.0 times when the range is doubled. 
Therefore, a shot inside a 1-inch circle at 

100 yards would most probably translate 
to a shot inside a 2.2-inch circle at 200 
or roughly a 5-inch circle at 400 yards.

Second is the concept of reduced-
size targets to simulate distance. Many 
hunters don’t have frequent access to 
long-range facilities for practice. The 
military has been doing this for many 
years. If you only have a 100-yard range 
and want to simulate shooting at 200 
yards, just shoot at a smaller target. 

Finally, there is the stress induced by 
WLPH��,I�LW�WDNHV�\RX�PRUH�WKDQ���VHFRQGV�WR�
assume a position and make a good shot, 
you’re likely uncomfortable with that 
position. It means you need to practice.
What this exercise does not consider 

is trajectory. If you’re going to try to hit 
a target at 400 yards, you’ll have to make 
some sort of ballistic adjustment. This test 
assumes you know what that adjustment 
must be, and that you’ll make it correctly. 

The Deer-Killing Drill is not perfect 
(it doesn’t consider your ability to make 
wind calls at distance, either). But, if you 
only have a 100-yard range to work with 
and want to know your maximum practi-
cal effective range from a certain position, 
this drill is a good place to start. 
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Targets with five concentric 
circles, like the Thompson 

Target True Blue, are essen-
tial for the Deer-Killing Drill.
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f I were in charge, I’d have a 
fairly long list of things I’d 
like to see changed. At the very 
top of that list ... the month of 

1RYHPEHU��6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�PRQWK� LV�
far too short. The greatest of deer hunt-
ing months should last at least three 
times as long.

But, of course, I’m in charge of almost 
nothing, so we are left with but a few 
short weeks to take advantage of this 
deer hunting nirvana. Sadly, like just 
about every other bowhunter, I have 
to work for a living and, for me, that’s 
essentially a 9-to-5 gig plus as many 
VLGH�KXVWOHV�DV�,�FDQ�¿W�LQ�WR�FRYHU�WKH�
cost of college for two kids.

BUTT HURT

Vacation time is limited and weekends 
never last long enough. But that’s the time 
I have and that’s the time I put to use. 
To complicate things a bit, I am seldom 
content to simply hunt the bucks that 
hang around where I live. No, I want 
to pack as much into November as pos-
sible, so I’ll typically juggle time between 
several states.

My approach is simple: Spend as 
many hours in a productive hunting 
location as I can. All-day sits are hardly 
a new concept in the hunting world and 
there is no denying that bucks are roam-
ing during the midday hours when the 
rut is really rocking.

Staying on stand all day is also one 
of those things that sounds much easier 
to do than it really is. I get bored eas-
ily. Yes, even when hunting. November 
makes me antsy. I know my best option 
and opportunities come in November 
and I know the window of opportunity 
closes quickly.
When I’m not seeing deer, I see that op-

portunity slipping away. It makes it hard 
for me to stay put in a location. It makes 
me want to force the issue and bounce 
around. That almost always results in time 
lost and a less than effective outcome.

The rut isn’t about sustained periods 
of action. It’s often hours of inaction 
interrupted by moments of chaos. The 
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magic about November is that those 
moments can come literally at any time 
of the day. Being in the woods every 
minute of daylight maximizes my time 
and opportunity. But it is hard to do. So, 
I’ve adopted an “almost-all-day” mantra 
that keeps me in the woods while still 
maintaining a level of fun.

FIRST HALF

If feasible, I’ll be in my stand about 45 
minutes prior to legal shooting hours. 
Once settled in, I have a set “stop” time. 
That time can be extended, but it cannot 
be shortened. That’s the key to this whole 
thing. I cannot give myself the option of 
leaving because, if I’m not seeing deer, 

The best way to ground a great rut buck 
is by being in the woods. Boredom and 
impatience are hurdles to success.

Join SCI as we stand strong to protect your 

hunting freedom. Register today for the 

2023 Convention in Nashville!

No matter what game you hunt or where you 

pursue it, SCI protects the rights of hunters in North 

America and around the world. Whether your dream 

adventure is to hunt Midwest whitetails, go on an 

African safari or chase upland birds and waterfowl, 

the SCI Convention has it and so much more!

REGISTER TODAY AT
SAFARICLUB.ORG

F E B R U A R Y  2 2  –  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3

®



I will bail. Time and time again my lack 
of patience has cost me and by making 
a set timeline for the day, I can manage 
the hours more effectively.
I know from experience that once 

10 a.m. hits, the next few hours can be 
very slow indeed. That’s exactly why 
most hunters leave the woods by 11 
a.m. I set a hard deadline of 1:30 p.m. 
I can’t leave prior to that time. If I’m 
seeing deer activity or there is a reason 
for me to stay longer, I can extend the 
timeline, but never shorten it.

HALFTIME

When 1:30 hits, I bail and head for my 
vehicle. It’s time for a break and a reset. 
Just the quick change in venue is enough 
to get me focused again. If it’s cold, I 
warm up in the truck and dry gloves, 
socks, or whatever is needed on the 
dash vents. And, of course, I dive into 
whatever food I’ve brought along.

Make no mistake, I will bring food. 
In fact, I keep a well-stocked cooler in 
my truck throughout the month, so I’m 
always prepared. The goal here is a quick 
diversion to break up the monotony and 

Sitting in a stand all day can suck the joy out of the 
hunt. Well-planned breaks to refuel and reenergize  
are often needed to refocus on the task at hand.

Shotgun Sights

xssights.com | 888-744-4880 | tech@xssights.com  

Mossberg 500/590 & Plain Barrels

Remington 870 & Pedestals
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get myself looking forward to the rest 
of the day. I’ll be back in a tree no later 
than 3 p.m.

SECOND HALF

Oftentimes I’ll change locations for the 
second half of the day. Again, there is 
no time to waste. The places deer hang 
DURXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�GD\�
are usually the same ones they hit when 
moving from the spots they frequent in 
the evenings.

Changing locations offers a change 
of scenery that can rekindle enough 
excitement to stick it out for the long 
haul. (Admittedly, when it’s really slow 
I’ll sometimes hunt one stand until about 
10 a.m. then jump down and hustle to a 
second stand until 1:30 p.m.) The goal is  
to spend as much time in the November 
woods as possible. While there, I will 
stay focused and alert if I’m able to battle 
back boredom and know that I’m in the 
most productive areas I have to hunt.

This is accomplished by planning 
my days and spending my time in the 
woods wisely. Breaking the day up is 
enough to keep things fresh. 

After debuting the first and best muzzleloader on the market to use the Federal 

Premium® Firestick™, Traditions® has upgraded the NitroFire® with our VAPR™ 

TWIST BARREL TECHNOLOGY. With a 1:24" twist rate, this allows for a faster twist 

which helps to stabilize bullets, expands the range of bullet options that can be used, 

and increases accuracy. The NitroFire® is safer, easier, and now even more accurate. 

Pick up the most revolutionary muzzleloader on the market today.

LEARN MORE ABOUT TRADITIONS® NITROFIRE® AT:

WWW.TRADITIONSFIREARMS.COM #FEELTHEDIFFERENCE

Gregg Ritz of 

Hunt Masters
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FDPS¿UH�EULJKWHQV�D�KXQWLQJ�
RU�¿VKLQJ�WULS�ZLWK�KHDW�DQG�
OLJKW�DQG�SURPRWHV�FDPDUDGH�
ULH�DPRQJ�DOO�ZKR�JDWKHU�LQ�

WKH�ZDUP�FLUFOH�RI�LWV� LQYLWLQJ�JORZ��
&RRNLQJ�RYHU�DQ�RSHQ�¿UH�LV�D�FHUHPR�
Q\�WKDW�LPSDUWV�D�OLWHUDO�WDVWH�RI�WKH�RXW�
GRRUV�� ,W¶V� DOVR� D�FRQQHFWLRQ� WR� RXU�
SULPRUGLDO�SDVW��SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�RSSRU�
WXQLW\�WR�VWDUH�LQWR�ÀLFNHULQJ�ÀDPHV�DQG�
ZRQGHU�ZKDW�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�GLG�EHIRUH�
WKH�LQYHQWLRQ�RI�PDWFKHV��OLJKWHUV�DQG�
RWKHU�PRGHUQ�FRQYHQLHQFHV�WKDW�WDNH�
PRVW�RI�WKH�URXJK�RXW�RI�URXJKLQJ�LW�

$ORQJ�ZLWK�W\LQJ�D�VTXDUH� QRW�DQG�
FKDQJLQJ�D�WUXFN�WLUH��EXLOGLQJ�D�¿UH�LV�
DQ�HVVHQWLDO�VNLOO��,Q�WKH�ROG�GD\V��LI�\RX�
FRXOGQ¶W�VWDUW�D�¿UH��\RX�ZHUH�D�FDYH�
EHDU¶V�QH[W�PHDO��1RZ��WKHUH¶V�QR�H[FXVH��
+HUH¶V�KRZ�WR�EXLOG�D�EOD]H�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\�

THE SCIENCE

+HDW��2[\JHQ��)XHO��7KH�SURSRUWLRQV�
DUH�FULWLFDO��7RR�PXFK�DLU�DQG�\RXU�¿UH�
ZDVWHV�IXHO��7RR� OLWWOH��DQG�\RXU�¿UH�
SHWHUV�RXW�LQ�D�SXII�RI�VPRNH��-D]]�JUHDW�
0LOHV�'DYLV�VDLG�LW¶V�WKH�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�QRWHV�WKDW�PDNHV�PXVLF�VR�FRRO��7KH�
VDPH�KROGV�WUXH�ZLWK�D�FDPS¿UH��%XLOG�
\RXU�SLOH�RI�VWLFNV�DUWIXOO\��VR�WKH�ÀDPHV�
KDYH�WKH�VSDFH�WR�EUHDWKH�

MATERIALS

7LQGHU�FDWFKHV�\RXU�¿UVW�ÀDPH��<RX�
FDQ�XVH�FUXPSOHG�SDSHU�IURP�KRPH��

EXW�D�UHDO�PDQ�OLYHV�RII�WKH�ODQG��*DWKHU�
WZLJV��JUDVVHV��ELUFK�EDUN��SLQH�QHHGOHV��
OHDYHV��,I�LW�FUDFNOHV��FUXQFKHV�RU�VQDSV�
ZKHQ�\RX�FUXVK�LW��LW¶V�WLQGHU��&ROOHFW�
WKUHH�WLPHV�DV�PXFK�DV�\RX�WKLQN�\RX¶OO�
QHHG��<RX�ZDQW�LW�WR�JR�whump�ZKHQ�
\RX�WRXFK�D�ÀDPH�WR�LW��%XW�GRQ¶W�GR�
WKDW�\HW��
.LQGOLQJ�FRQVLVWV�RI�VPDOO�SLHFHV�RI�

ZRRG��DERXW�WKH�GLDPHWHU�RI�D�SHQFLO��
(YHU� WULHG� OLJKWLQJ�D�SHQFLO�RQ�¿UH"�
7KDW¶V�ZK\�\RX�JDWKHUHG�VR�PXFK�WLQ�
GHU��6SOLQWHU� ODUJHU�NLQGOLQJ�LQWR�WKLQ�
SLHFHV��7KHLU�URXJK�HGJHV�FDWFK�ÀDPHV�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�VPRRWK��URXQGHG�WZLJV��7KUHH�
ELJ�EXQFKHV�DUH�D�JRRG�VWDUW�EHFDXVH�
NLQGOLQJ�KDV�D�ELJ�MRE��

7KDW�MRE�LV�PRWLYDWLQJ�KHIW\�SLHFHV�
RI�IXHO�ZRRG�WR�FUDFNOH�LQWR�ÀDPH��)XHO�
ZRRG�LV�ZULVW�WR�IRUHDUP�WKLFN�EUDQFKHV��
FKXQNV�RI�VSOLW�ORJ�DQG�VXFK��*HW�SOHQW\�
VR�PDUVKPDOORZV�GRQ¶W�ODQJXLVK�DW�WKH�
HQG�RI�VWLFNV��GURRSLQJ�OLNH�WKH�FRUQHUV�
RI�D�FKLOG¶V�IURZQ�

<RXU�EHVW�VRXUFH�IRU�DOO�\RXU�¿UH¶V�
LQJUHGLHQWV"�'HDG��GU\��GRZQHG�OHDYHV��
JUDVV��WZLJV��EUDQFKHV�DQG�VPDOO�ORJV��
6HOGRP�GR�\RX�QHHG�WR±RU�VKRXOG�\RX±
SXOO�RXW�\RXU�VKLQ\�QHZ�FKDLQVDZ��6DYH�
WKH�PDVVLYH�ORJV�IRU�WKDW�FDELQ�\RX¶OO�
EXLOG�VRPHGD\��7KH�FUDFN�RI�GDZQ�FRPHV�
HDUO\��DQG�VWD\LQJ�XS�ZLWK�WKH�RZOV�WR�
SRNH�DW�WKH�G\LQJ�HPEHUV�RI�D�ORJ�WKH�
VL]H�RI�D�UDLOURDG�WLH�ZLOO�NLERVK�SODQV�
WR�VHL]H�WKH�PRUQLQJ�ELWH��

³0LVH�HQ�SODFH´�LV�D�)UHQFK�FXOLQDU\�
WHUP�IRU�KDYLQJ�DOO�\RXU�LQJUHGLHQWV�
SUHSDUHG�DQG�VWDJHG�SULRU�WR�FRRNLQJ��
,W�DSSOLHV�WR�¿UH�EXLOGLQJ��WRR��6HW�XS�DOO�
\RXU�VWXII�LQ�QHDW��VHSDUDWH�SLOHV�ZLWKLQ�
HDV\�UHDFK��

ARCHITECTURE

/RFDWLRQ��ORFDWLRQ��ORFDWLRQ��7KH�WKHRU\�
ZRUNV�IRU�UHDO�HVWDWH�DQG�¿UHV��<RX�GRQ¶W�
ZDQW�WR�EXUQ�DQ\WKLQJ�EHVLGHV�WKH�WLQGHU��
NLQGOLQJ�DQG�WKH�IXHO�ZRRG�\RX�FROOHFWHG�
�DQG�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�KRW�GRJ���VR�XVH�RU�
EXLOG�D�¿UH�ULQJ�RU�FOHDU�WKH�JURXQG�WR�
EDUH�VRLO��2QH�RI�WKH�ZRUVW�SODFHV�WR�EXLOG�
D�¿UH�LV�XQGHU�D�WUHH²LW¶V�IXOO�RI�¿UH�
ZRRG��$�JRRG�VSRW�LV�DJDLQVW�D�ERXOGHU�
WKDW�KDV�D�VXUIDFH�WKDW�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�KHDW�

7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�EDVH�VWUXFWXUH�
IRU�\RXU�¿UH�LV�XS� WR�\RX��%XW�GRQ¶W�
ZRUU\�EHFDXVH�\RX¶OO�NHHS�RXW�RQH�ORQJ��
VWUDLJKW��VWRXW�VWLFN�WR�SRNH�ZLWK��VR�\RX�
FDQ�DOZD\V�UHPRGHO�ODWHU��$�WHHSHH�VWUXF�
WXUH�UHVHPEOHV�WKH�SURWHFWLYH�HQFORVXUH�
LW�ZDV�QDPHG�IRU��'LWWR�IRU�WKH�ORJ�FDELQ�
EDVH��,� OLNH�D�WZR�ZDOO�FDELQ��ZKLFK�
JLYHV�PH�UHDG\�DFFHVV�IRU�DGGLQJ�WLQGHU�
DQG�NLQGOLQJ�DQG�DOORZLQJ�LQ�SOHQW\�RI�
DLU��,W¶V�VWDEOH��WRR��VR�IXPEOH�¿QJHUHG�
NLQGOLQJ�UHORDGV�GRQ¶W�WRSSOH�LW�

:KHQ�0RWKHU�1DWXUH�UHDUV�KHU�XJO\�
KHDG��EXLOG�\RXU�¿UH�ULQJ�WDOOHU�RQ�WKH�
ZLQGZDUG�VLGH��XVLQJ�HDUWKHQ�FKLQNLQJ�
LQ�WKH�RSHQLQJV�EHWZHHQ�URFNV�LI�QHHG�
HG��,Q�UDLQ��DVN�IULHQGV�WR�OHDQ�RYHU�WKH��
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¿UH�LQ�WKH�PDNLQJ�RU�KROG�XS�D�VPDOO�
S��)DVKLRQ�D�³URRI´�RI�IXHO�ZRRG�WR�

VKHOWHU�\RXU�SLOHV�RI�WLQGHU�DQG�NLQGOLQJ��
,Q�VQRZ��FOHDU�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH��OD\�
D�WKLFN�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�URFNV�RU�ORJV��DQG�
EXLOG�\RXU�¿UH�RQ�WKDW��

)UDPH�XS�\RXU�¿UH�ZLWK�DQ�H[R�
VNHOHWRQ�RI�IXHO�ZRRG��7KH�VSDFH�
LQVLGH�LV�¿OOHG�ZLWK� WKDW�PDVVLYH�
ZDG� RI� WLQGHU��.LQGOLQJ� LV� ODLG�
DFURVV�WKH�WLQGHU��LGHDOO\�OHDQLQJ�
DJDLQVW�WKH�³ZDOOV´�DV�YHUWLFDOO\�DV�
SRVVLEOH�WR�FKDQQHO�ÀDPHV�XSZDUG�
WR�ELJJHU�IXHO��)LQLVK�E\�JHQWO\�
SODFLQJ�PRUH�IXHO�ZRRG�LQ�WKH�SDWK�
RI�WKH�NLQGOLQJ¶V�ÀDPHV��DQG�\RX¶UH�
UHDG\�WR�OLJKW�
0DQ\�¿UH�EXLOGLQJ�PLVWDNHV�UH�

VXOW�IURP�ZHW�RU�ZLPS\�PDWFKHV��
D�OLJKWHU�WKDW�ZRQ¶W�ZRUN�LQ�FROG�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�RU�D�JXVW�RI�ZLQG��
-XVW�UHPHPEHU��3RXULQJ�ZKLWH�JDV�
RQ�IXHO�ZRRG�LV�IURZQHG�XSRQ�E\�

PRVW�FDPS¿UH�SXULVWV��UHDO�VSRUWVPHQ�
UXE�WZR�VWLFNV�WRJHWK MXVW�NLGGLQJ����
6HULRXVO\��XVH�\RXU�¿UVW�PDWFK�WR�OLJKW�
D�VWRXW�FDQGOH��3OD\�LWV�ÀDPH�DORQJ�WKH�
XSZLQG�VLGH�RI�\RXU�WLQGHU��WKHQ�RIIHU�

D�FDUHVV�RI�EUHDWKV²VXVWDLQHG��JHQWOH�
SXIIV²WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�¿UH�WR�VSUHDG��
$V�ÀDPHV�ULVH��PDLQWDLQ�WKH�DLU�KHDW�IXHO�
HTXLOLEULXP�E\�RIIHULQJ�PRUH�NLQGOLQJ��
WKHQ�IXHO�ZRRG�RQO\�ZKHQ�\RXU�PDVWHU�

SLHFH�LV�FUDFNOLQJ�FKHHULO\��

PUT IT OUT

$�EHG�RI�JORZLQJ�HPEHUV�PHDQV�
LW¶V�DOO�RYHU�EXW�WKH�KRZOLQJ�DW�WKH�
PRRQ��ULJKW"�1RSH��$�UHVSRQVLEOH�
¿UH�EXLOGHU�LV�DOVR�D�¿UH�NLOOHU��'RQ¶W�
EH�WKDW�JX\�ZKR�VWXPEOHV�WR�WKH�
WHQW�ZKLOH� ORJV�VPROGHU��:DWHU�
GLUW�ZDWHU�LV� WKH�UHFLSH�IRU�SXW�
WLQJ�RXW�\RXU�FDPS¿UH��$V�6PRNH\�
%HDU�WDXJKW�XV��SRXU�ZDWHU�RQWR�WKH�
FRDOV��VWLU�ZLWK�D�VWLFN��WKHQ�FKHFN�
E\�WRXFKLQJ�\RXU�KDQG�WR�WKH�FROG��
ZHW�DVKHV��,I�\RX¶UH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�
GR�WKDW��\RXU�¿UH�PLJKW�FRPH�EDFN�
WR�OLIH�ZKLOH�\RX¶UH�GUHDPLQJ�RI�D�
ELJ�WURXW�RU�EXOO�HON�

TEEPEE CABIN TWO-WALL CABIN

*On qualifi ed models and installation. US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) eff ective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be relied upon as substitute for professional tax 
advice. Consult a tax professional with any questions. **At participating US dealers only. Loans provided by EnerBank USA, Member FDIC, (1245 Brickyard Rd., Suite 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, for a limited time. 
Repayment term is 144 months. 9.99% fi xed APR, eff ective as of March 2022. Minimum loan amounts apply. The fi rst monthly payment will be due 30 days after the loan closes. Payment shown for Classic Edge 360 Titanium HDX. 
***As of 8/22/22, compared to outdoor appliances with a maximum output greater than 300,000 Btu/hr.  ad7827

Apply for Financing Now at CentralBoiler.com > Explore > Financing/Incentives

This IS Energy Independence.

Outdoor Wood 
Furnace

on qualified models &

installation

Remote 
monitoring on 

your smartphone 
with industry-

exclusive
FireStar Controller

• Best effi  ciency, highest Btu rating - At 92% overall 

 effi  ciency (LHV), the Classic Edge 960 HDX provides

 the highest effi  ciency of EPA-certifi ed stick wood

 burning appliances and delivers the highest

 Btu rating of cord  wood appliances, with a 

 rating of 400,000 Btu/hr.***

• Easiest to operate - Industry-exclusive FireStar® 

 controller takes all the worry and guesswork out of 

 wood heating. Works with any heating system.

• Easiest to maintain - Full-access design and

 patented Easy View® Heat Exchanger with

 hinged door.

There is no better way to heat with wood.

Payments as low as**

$130/mo
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y late dad was a Western cow-
boy trapped in a Midwestern 
farmer’s body. He had worked 
RQ�D�FDWWOH�RXW¿W�RXW�RI�%HOOH�

Fourche, S.D., as a younger man, and he 
longed to leave the soybeans and feeder 
pigs of our little Missouri farm for the 
big sky and the open range.

:KHQ�,�PRYHG�WR�0RQWDQD��WKH�¿UVW�
thing we did together was hatch plans 
for him to come elk hunting. We hunted 
a few general seasons for public-land 
bulls before we reckoned cow tags had 
VKRUWHU�RGGV�RI�ERWK�GUDZLQJ�DQG�¿OO-
ing. He drew them, all right, but had 
WURXEOH�ZLWK�WKH�¿OOLQJ�SDUW��)LQDOO\��DV�
I noticed that mountains and even hills 
were getting steep for him, he drew a 
FRZ�WDJ�IRU�WKH�0LVVRXUL�%UHDNV�QHDU�
my eastern Montana home.
I knew the country, and, even better, 

,� QHZ�.HOO\�%XUNH��+H¶V�D�JRRG�IULHQG�
ZKR�UXQV�D�ELJ�JDPH�RXW¿W�RXW�RI�D�ZDOO�
WHQW�GHHS�LQ�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�JHQWOH�%UHDNV��
and Kelly told me that Dad and I could use 

KLV�FDPS�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��
It appealed to the Western romantic in my 
IDWKHU��DQG�ERRVWHG�P\�KRSHV�WKDW�¿QDOO\�
Dad would put his hands on a wild-West 
cow. Dad was shooting his .30/06, and 
told me that he was good to 300 yards. A 
FRXSOH�RI�UDQJH�VHVVLRQV�FRQ¿UPHG�DJH�
hadn’t dulled his shooting skills.
We were in elk nearly every day, but 

just couldn’t quite connect. Our last 
night at camp was crisp and clear, and 
in our cots, we were thrilled to hear bulls 
bugling in the little meadow below our 
tent. We got up early, and being careful 
not to clang coffee cups or spoons, we 
walked out from camp and posted up on 
the rimrocks above the meadow a good 
hour before legal light. As the sun rose, 
we made out a couple of raghorn bulls 
VQLI¿QJ�DURXQG�D�KHUG�RI�PD\EH����FRZV��
Problem was, they were all of 600 yards 
across the basin, but as the sun peeked 
over the ridge, they started drifting to-
ZDUG�XV��0\�UDQJH¿QGHU�FRQ¿UPHG������
then 400, then 350. Dad was steady on 

a leather glove laid over a rock, tight to 
the scope. A lone cow grazed our way, 
then hung up just below us.

“OK, Dad, there she is,” I rasped. 
³7KUHH�KXQGUHG�WZHQW\��%URDGVLGH�´
1RWKLQJ��1R�VK S�LQKDODWLRQ��ÀLQFK�RU�

shot. I glanced over at Dad, stoic behind 
his scope. The cow worked on a clump 
of tumble grass, then drifted away from 
us, back into the herd. The moment was 
JRQH��DORQJ�ZLWK�'DG¶V�¿QDO�FKDQFH�DW�
KLV�¿UVW�HON��+H�GLHG�WKH�QH[W�\HDU�

“Why didn’t you shoot?” I needed 
to know.

“I told you, my limit is 300 yards,” 
he said as we walked back to the tent. 
“That’s a bright line, not one that I can 
extend when it’s convenient.”

PERSONAL ETHICS

I’ve thought a lot about Dad’s line in 
the years since. Most of us hunters have 
those action thresholds—distances or 
VLWXDWLRQV�WKDW�ÀDVK�\HOORZ��%XW�IRU�PRVW�
of us, they’re advisory. If conditions are 
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Knowing the maximum range at which you 
can cleanly take an animal and abiding by it, 
whether on the first or last day of the season, 

is an exercise in wildlife stewardship.

CONSERVATION

PERSONAL CODE
We all have our own sense of what’s right and wrong in the field. 

But what about the gray areas?
By Andrew McKean



just right, or maybe the animal is big 
enough, I’ll extend my demonstrated 
SUR¿FLHQF\�ZLWK�P\�ERZ�EH\RQG�P\�
personal boundary of 40 yards just as I’ll 
UHDFK�EH\RQG�P\�FRPIRUW�]RQH�RI�����
\DUGV�ZLWK�P\�ULÀH��EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�P\�
JHDU�DQG�P\�VNLOOV�DUH�XS�WR�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

%XW�WKDW¶V�D�SUREOHP�
6KRRWLQJ�DW�DQLPDOV��HVSHFLDOO\�RQHV�

ZH¶YH�GUHDPHG�RI�KXQWLQJ�IRU�\HDUV�DQG�
VSHQW�RXU�OLIHWLPHV�UHYHULQJ�DQG�HYHQ�JOR-
ULI\LQJ��VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�D�FKDOOHQJH��:KHQ�
ZH�UHOHDVH�DQ�DUURZ�RU�D�EXOOHW��LW�VKRXOG�
EH�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�DEVROXWHO\�FHUWDLQ�ZH¶UH�
GHOLYHULQJ�D�TXLFN�DQG�KXPDQH�GHDWK�

(YHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�RXU�
SUR¿FLHQF\�DW�VKRRWLQJ�LQDQLPDWH�WDUJHWV�
ZHOO�EH\RQG�WKH�OLPLWV�ZH�VHW�IRU�KXQWLQJ��
ZH�FDQ¶W�FRQWURO�PDQ\�RI�WKH�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�
LQÀXHQFH�RXU�VKRWV�DW�WZLWFK\�DQLPDOV��
:KDW¶V�WKH�ZLQG�GRLQJ�DW�WKH�WDUJHW"�+RZ�
PXFK�GRHV�\RXU�SURMHFWLOH�GURS�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�
���\DUGV"�,V�WKHUH�DQRWKHU�DQLPDO�\RX�
GLGQ¶W�VHH�MXVW�EHKLQG�\RXU�WDUJHW"�$QG�
LQ�WKH�KDOI�VHFRQG�LW�WDNHV�\RXU�EXOOHW�WR�
UHDFK�LWV�WDUJHW��HYHQ�D�VKRUW�VWHS�FDQ�WXUQ�
\RXU�RQH�VKRW�NLOO�LQWR�D�JXW�VKRW�URGHR��

,Q�DUFKHU\��WKH�XQNQRZDEOH�YDULDEOHV�
RI�GURS�DQG�\DZ�FRPSRXQG�ZLWK�HYHU\�
\DUG�WKDW�\RXU�EURDGKHDG�ORVHV�OHWKDOLW\�
,¶YH�FRPH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�P\�IDWKHU¶V�

³EULJKW�OLQH´�ZDVQ¶W�QHJRWLDEOH��MXVW�DV�
,¶YH�FRPH�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�DOO�WKH�VK S�IRFXV�
PHPRULHV�RI�RXU�ODVW�KXQW�WRJHWKHU��0\�
GDG��DV�ZH�ZHUH�SDFNLQJ�XS�FDPS��WROG�
PH�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�WKDW¶V�VWD\HG�ZLWK�
PH��,�FDQ�DGPLW�QRZ�WKDW�,�VFROGHG�KLV�
GHFLVLRQ�QRW�WR�VKRRW��EXW�KH�ZDV�FDOPO\�
SKLORVRSKLFDO�DERXW�WKH�PDWWHU�

³<RX�DPEXVK�\RXU�HQHPLHV�´�KH�VDLG��
³7KDW�FRZ�KDG�QR�LGHD�ZH�ZHUH�WKHUH�RU�
WKDW�,�ZDV�KXQWLQJ�KHU��,�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�
WKDW�KXQWLQJ�ZDV�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�SUHGDWRU�DQG�SUH\�´
,¶YH�PXVHG�RQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�EHKLQG�

WKRVH�ZRUGV�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�VLQFH��$ORQJ�
WKH�ZD\��,¶YH�FRPH�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�KH�
KDG�QR�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�VKRRWLQJ�WKDW�HON��
EHFDXVH�ZH�ZHUHQ¶W�LQ�KHU�EXEEOH�RI�
DZDUHQHVV��$QG�,¶YH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKH�
LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�KLV�VWDWHPHQW�
If the highest form of hunting is to 

DFKLHYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�\RXU�SUH\��
WKHQ�\RX�DUH�GRRPHG�WR�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW��

2QFH�\RX�DOHUW�\RXU�SUH\�WKDW�LW¶V�EHLQJ�
SXUVXHG��HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�QH[W�LV�
LPSRVVLEO\�FRPSOLFDWHG��<RX�FDQ¶W�EH�VXUH�
RI�\RXU�VKRW��EHFDXVH�WKH�DQLPDO�LV�K\SHU�
DZDUH��<RX�FDQ¶W�HYHQ�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�WKH�
DQLPDO�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�LQ�\RXU�SUR¿FLHQF\�
HQYHORSH��EHFDXVH�LW¶V�GRLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�LW�
FDQ�WR�HYDGH�\RX��$QG�DOHUWLQJ�DQ�DQLPDO�
RI�\RXU�SUHVHQFH�DQG�S SRVH�XQUDYHOV�
DOO�WKH�VNLOOV�ZH¶YH�OHDUQHG�DV�KXQWHUV��
WR�EH�TXLHW��VFHQWOHVV�DQG�FDPRXÀDJHG�

%XW�OLIWLQJ�RXU�FORDN�RI�LQYLVLELOLW\�
ZDV�SUHFLVHO\�P\�GDG¶V�SRLQW��$�OLIH-
ORQJ�ZKLWHWDLO�KXQWHU�ZKR�ZKLIIHG�RQ�
FRXQWOHVV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DW�HON��KH�ZDV�
FXULRXVO\�FDOP�DERXW�WKH�RXWFRPH��,W�
ZDV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�KLP�WR�¿OO�KLV�WDJV�
WKDQ�LW�ZDV�WR�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�
RQH�VSHFLHV�WKDW�GH¿QHG�KXQWLQJ�IRU�KLP�

)RU�D�0LVVRXUL�IDUPHU�ZKR�QHYHU�
KHDUG�WKH�WHUP�³IDLU�FKDVH�´�P\�GDG�
ZDV�SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�SLQQDFOH�RI�KXQWLQJ��
+H�ZDV�JLYLQJ�KLV�SUH\�PRUH�FKDQFH�WR�
HVFDSH�WKDQ�KH�KDG�WR�NLOO�LW��,�UHDOL]H�
WKDW��LQ�KXQWLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�
PHDVXUHV�RI�VXFFHVV��,¶P�VWLOO�WU\LQJ�WR�
OLYH�XS�WR�P\�IDWKHU¶V�H[SHFWDWLRQV��

QUICK, QUIET, POWERFUL
New .25 Caliber Side Lever Action Air Rifle

DISCOVER A NEW ERA 

IN AIR POWERED HUNTING
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The Origin .25 is how to enter the PCP airgun world. It’s perfect for small game or target shooting 

out to 100 yards. An eight-round magazine and side lever charging system gives you the ability to 

make quick and smooth transitions to the next shot. 

YEAR OF TH E



A week in Kansas spent waiting for a mature whitetail provides 

lessons in observation and adjusting to buck patterns.
By Adam Heggenstaller
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A
freezer full of venison has al-
ways been a badge of honor 
among most deer hunters, and 
although lately there has been 

even more emphasis on hunting for meat, 
I still suspect every whitetail hunter at 
some point in life wants to kill a big 
buck. We may proclaim that we can’t 
HDW�DQWOHUV��EXW�RXU�GUHDPV�DUHQ¶W�¿OOHG�
with huge hindquarters. I don’t know 
any hunters who have ever regretted 
shooting a buck because it had too many 
points or its spread was too wide, tines 
too tall, rack too heavy. We’ll take as 
big a buck as we can get, and we either 
apply skill and effort in an attempt to 
¿QG�D�WURSK\�RU�KRSH�OXFN�SXWV�RQH�LQ�
our shooting lanes. Either way, if we’re 
honest, size matters. It may not be the 
focus of the hunt, but it matters.

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��ZKDW�GH¿QHV�D�ELJ�
buck? The answer varies among hunters, 
and the assessment can be relative. It can 
also change depending on experience 
level, prior success and location. I grew 
up in Pennsylvania, where during my 
¿UVW����\HDUV�DV�D�KXQWHU�,�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ\�
buck with 8 points and a spread as wide 
as its ears to be big. Just about every one 
of my friends did, too. It was a straight-
forward set of measurements, and bucks 
of that size were not common, at least 
not to us. Now that we’re older (much 
older, judging by the various shades of 
gray under our caps) and have taken a 
few deer in that class, we’ve gone on to 
complicate things by considering such 
details as tine length, antler mass and 
even estimated Boone & Crockett score.

$�����LQFK���SRLQW�VWLOO�JHWV�P\�DW-
WHQWLRQ��DQG�ODVW�IDOO�ZKLOH�RQH�IHG����
yards from the blind in which I sat, I had 
to convince myself that it didn’t qualify 
as big. I was no longer in Pennsylvania, 
where I almost surely would have al-
UHDG\�VKRXOGHUHG�P\�ULÀH��,Q�VRXWKZHVW�
Kansas, hunting an area that had pro-
GXFHG�EXFNV�DERYH�WKH�����LQFK�PDUN��
,�QHHGHG�WR�DGMXVW�P\�GH¿QLWLRQ��$QG�WR�
throw a twist into the situation, antler size 
wasn’t the factor that decided whether 
I should shoot.

MATURITY LEVEL

When I had pulled into the lodge at Ross 
7URSK\�2XW¿WWHUV�QHDU�%XFNOLQ�WKH�GD\�
before, another hunter was unloading 
a beautiful buck he had just taken that 
DIWHUQRRQ��:LWK����KLJK�WLQHV��ORQJ��WKLFN�S
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beams and a spread that looked better 
than 20 inches, the buck was a trophy by 
any standards in any state. The hunter, 
Austin, had been in the stand for only 
a short time when the buck appeared, 
and he didn’t hesitate.

“I knew he looked big,” Austin said, 
“and I thought he was old enough. But 
then after I shot, I started to second-
guess myself. I didn’t have much time 
to age him.”

Turned out Austin was right; the buck 
was old enough to meet the minimum 
DJH�UHTXLUHPHQW�VHW�E\�RXW¿WWHU�3HUU\�
Ross. Knowing that bucks can grow to 
gigantic proportions on the properties 
that he hunts, Ross wants to give them 
every chance to reach their full poten-
tial and pass on their genetics. To be a 
shooter, a buck must be at least 5 1/2 
years old.

“We want to kill mature deer,” Ross 
told me later at dinner. “Score doesn’t 
matter, as long as the buck is mature, but 
most old deer are going to be big deer.”
Ross cautioned me that it doesn’t 

always work the other way, though. 
He had seen 3 1/2- and 4 1/2-year-old 
bucks that scored in the 160s and higher. 
I would need to consider other factors 
when evaluating a buck, as rack size 
wasn’t a clear indicator of age. I wouldn’t 
be able to rely on body size, either, as 
¿HOGV�RI�FRUQ��PLOR��VR\EHDQV�DQG�RWKHU�
grains stretched to the horizon, providing 
the deer with plenty of food to bulk up. 
These Kansas whitetails would be larger 
in the body than what I was used to see-
ing in my home state, but Ross assured 

TIPPED, TESTED
Remington Core-Lokt Tipped makes an impact.

Hunting in Kansas gave me an 
opportunity to test Remington’s new 
Core-Lokt Tipped ammunition, and the 
bullet performed well on the range and 
in the field. Core-Lokt Tipped loads 
feature a new bullet that adds a green 
polymer tip to the conventional Core-
Lokt design. The traditional Core-Lokt 
is typically a pointed-soft-point bullet, 
and the polymer tip offers several 
advantages, particularly at longer 
ranges. For one, the Core-Lokt Tipped 
has a higher ballistic coefficient (BC) 
and experiences less drag as it travels 

downrange. This reduces bullet drop 
and wind drift. The 150-grain Core-Lokt 
Tipped bullet loaded in the .30-06 
rounds that I used in Kansas has a BC 
of .415, while the BC of a Core-Lokt 
pointed-soft-point of the same weight 
and caliber is .314. A polymer tip is 
also more consistent in shape than a 
lead tip, which aids in accuracy, and the 
tip helps initiate expansion as velocity 
slows at extended distances. The .30-
06 load I tested averaged sub-MOA 
groups at the range, and it took only 
one shot to drop a big Kansas buck.

Aging bucks while they slip through 
the tall grass of Kansas requires a 
trained eye and good glass.
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me there were telltale characteristics of 
an old buck’s body shape that would 
make him recognizable.

“A mature buck will almost look like 
KH�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�D�QHFN�´�VDLG�WKH�RXW¿W-
ter, who had been hunting the area for 
decades. “His chest is like a big wedge 
that runs to his head. He’ll have a blocky 
body and his legs will look short. When 
you see a mature buck, you’ll know it.”

The next morning as I watched the 
8-point through my binocular, I realized 
the buck didn’t have any of the features 
that Ross had described. There was clear 
separation between the deer’s chest and 
head, and though he didn’t look like a 
sleek youngster, he wasn’t stout, either. 
I aged him at 3 1/2 years old and sighed. 
Nice buck, but not a shooter here, and 
the call wasn’t tough to make with less 
than 100 yards separating me from the 
GHHU��,W�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�DV�
the week went on.

GLASSING GRASS

Mature bucks, even in Kansas farm 
country on private land where hunt-
ing pressure is light, don’t just wander 
around in broad daylight most of the year. 
Early-season muzzleloader and archery 
hunters can catch them on a bed-to-feed 
SDWWHUQ�DW�GXVN�RU�YLFH�YHUVD�DW�¿UVW�OLJKW��
but opportunities are often limited to 
a window as short as 30 minutes. The 
rut gets big bucks moving more during 
the day, but most of that activity is over 
E\�WKH�WLPH�WKH�UHJXODU�¿UHDUP�VHDVRQ�
kicks off.

The old bucks were holed up and re-
covering from breeding when I was there 
during the second week of December, 
but my guide, Robert, was optimistic. 
Winter was coming, and the deer needed 
to feed to replace weight lost while roam-
LQJ�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�GRHV�

“They’re lying low, but they have 
to eat,” he said. “This late in the year 
most of the crops are gone so the deer 
DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�OHIWRYHUV��7KH\¶OO�¿QG�
some food along the river, and it’s also 
a travel route they use to reach the areas 
where they’re feeding. That’s why we 
put our stands and blinds there.”
With food getting scarce and nothing 

growing to produce more of it, hunting 
near feeders or scattered bait was the 
strategy. But while the handout was 
undoubtedly attractive to the local white-
tails, it was far from irresistible to mature 

“In recent 
years, a group 
of international 
designers and 
artists has 
rediscovered the 
innate modernity of 
Italian blown glass, 
turning to Murano  
as inspiration…” 

New York Times, 
2020

Raffinato, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RFW199-01, Burnsville, MN 55337   
www.raffinatoitaly.com

FREE
Matching 
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Send Her Over The Rainbow

Now I know how that little farm girl 
from Kansas felt when she went 

over the rainbow and awoke in a land of 
spectacular color. Look what I found in 
the land of ahhs! 

Approaching Burano Island off of 
northern Venice was like being swept 
away in a dream. Known for its brightly-
painted fisherman houses that line the 
canals, I was greeted with every color 
of the rainbow. Inspiration struck. I 
wanted to capture this historical beauty 
in the centuries old art form of Murano.  
Still regarded as being the finest form 
craftsmanship in the world, Murano 
has evolved into modern day fashion 
statements. 

We’ve captured the vibrant colors of the 
iconic fisherman houses in the perfect 
hand-formed beads of The Rainbow 

Murano Necklace. I want to make it easy 
for you to send her over the rainbow. 
That’s why for a limited time you can 
treat her to the The Murano Rainbow 

Necklace for only $39. And, to help you 
double down on romance, I’ll throw in 
the matching bracelet absolutely FREE!  

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money 
back. Enjoy the Murano Rainbow 

Necklace for 30 days. If it doesn’t pass 
with flying colors, send it back for a full 
refund of the item price. You can even 
keep the bracelet for your trouble.

Limited Reserves. You could easily 
pay $300 or more for a Murano glass 
bead necklace, but at $39 PLUS 
a FREE bracelet, these authentic 
handcrafted pieces won’t last. For 
a remarkable deal, there’s no place  
like Raffinato.   

Jewelry Specifications:
• Made in Italy of genuine Murano 
• Necklace: 23"L; Bracelet: 7"L;

Lobster clasps

Murano Rainbow Necklace   
$39* + S&P
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* Special price only for customers using
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bucks. After sitting a full day and half 
of another within view of a feeder along 
the shallow river that ran through the 
area, I had seen only the 8-point and a 
second buck that didn’t meet the age 
standards either, along with several does.
It was time for a change in location, 

reasoned Robert, and I couldn’t disagree. 
The guide took me to a huge expanse of 
grassland between rolling hills and the 
river bottom, a much more open area 
that afforded views of nearly a mile in 
two directions. A couple hundred yards 
from the river—really more of a marshy 
slough—the ground rose slightly to form 
a low ridge, and near the top was thicket 
of wild plum 4 to 5 feet high. It was the 
perfect place to hide a pop-up blind. 
Robert helped me stake and tie it down 
to guard against the wind, and then he 
was off to do some more observation 
of his own. 

To my left and right I could glass for 
more than 1,000 yards, a wide corridor 
deer would cross when moving from 
the hills southeast of the blind to the 
river toward the northwest. Robert said JO
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mature bucks to hang out, and the waterway 
serves as a travel route to food sources.

STOCK MINNOWS 
TO FEED YOUR FISH

www.andersonminnows.com

Golden Shiners and 

Fatheads shipped 

overnight directly 

to you.

Contact us for 

Recommendations on 

Pond/Lake stocking

501-676-2716

800-206-4666
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STOP INVASIVE SPECIES

1 2 3

Clean all plants, mud  

and debris from trucks,  

trailers, gear and pets.

Dry boots/waders  

and all equipment for  

at least 5 days.

Drain all water  

from boats and  

recreational vehicles.

Learn to identify invasive species in 

your area. Report findings to a local 

fish and wildlife agency!

www.cleandraindry.org

TM

www.wildlifeforever.orgwww.blm.gov

always remember to follow the 

Clean Drain Dry steps to prevent  

the spread of invasive species.



most deer in the afternoon would come 
out of the hills, but he advised me to 
keep an eye on the river behind me as 
well. My head was on a swivel, but it 
wasn’t until the last hour of light when 
I spotted deer. 

$�IHZ�GRHV�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�HPHUJH�
from the hills some 500 yards distant. 
Soon another group appeared farther away 
and then a third group materialized from 
the tall grass closer to the blind. Although 
the land between the blind and hills looked 
ÀDW�IURP�D�GLVWDQFH��LW�ZDV�SRFNHG�ZLWK�
shallow depressions. Coupled with the 
grass, the terrain hid deer well. 
Later I saw two bucks in the grass 

below the hills. One, a narrow-necked 
8-point, clearly wasn’t mature. The other 
I could not be sure about, as I caught 
just a glimpse of him before he disap-
peared into a fold about 300 yards from 
the blind. I realized that I would have to 
be alert and focused, as I’d need every 
available second to scrutinize a buck in 
these conditions.

possible given the expanse of land I was 
trying to cover, or they had come out of 
the hills instead of the river.
I studied the largest buck carefully, 

but he was more than 500 yards away. 
Thick chest, yes, but thick enough? He 
was blockier than the other two bucks, 
but even with the aid of the 10X Leupold, 
,�ZDVQ¶W�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�FDOO��,W�
was a moot point anyway; the wind had 
picked up and I wasn’t going to shoot 
that far. I watched him and the other 
deer for about a half-hour before they 
all disappeared into a gap between two 
hills. A short time later, I saw another 
group of deer, including a buck, cross 
the grassland and enter the same gap.
When Robert picked me up around 

noon, I had a plan to run by him. I trust 
guides for their knowledge of game pat-
terns earned by constant scouting, but 
I couldn’t ignore what I had witnessed 
that morning.

“Let’s move the blind into the hills 
by that gap,” I suggested after giving 

THE RIGHT CALL

As I sat in the dark blind the next morn-
ing, now facing the river, I could hear 
deer moving around me. It was calm 
and clear, and their hooves made the 
occasional thud as they moved over the 
uneven ground. As it got light, indistinct 
shapes became a group of does feeding 
in my direction. They passed within 30 
yards of the blind and made their way 
into the hills undisturbed.

)RU�WKH�¿UVW�FRXSOH�KRXUV�,�VZHSW�
hundreds of yards of thicket bordering 
the river with my binocular, scanning 
for more deer in the trees and brush 
growing along the banks. Occasionally 
I’d train the glass on the hills, and the 
third or fourth time that I directed my 
attention to them I was surprised to see 
a line of a dozen deer along their edge. 
One buck, two bucks, three bucks—and 
a pretty good one at that—spurred me 
to rotate in the blind for a better view. 
Either they had crossed the grassland 
without me seeing them, certainly  
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The abundant grain crops 
of southwest Kansas 
provide cover and food 
for bucks recovering 
from the rut.
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Robert the report. “They might come 
out this afternoon the way they went in 
this morning. I can’t shoot to that spot 
from here in this wind.”
With fresh intel on deer movement 

and a forecast that called for even more 
wind in the afternoon, Robert agreed. But 
we wouldn’t move the blind; we’d keep 
it anchored in case the deer returned to 
their typical pattern and we’d set up a 
second one near the gap. It turned out 
to be quite a chore when we returned a 
FRXSOH�KRXUV�ODWHU��¿JKWLQJ�ZLQG�JXVWV�
that topped 20 mph. When Robert vol-
unteered to sit in the blind with me to 
hold it in place, I welcomed the help 
and the second set of eyes. We spotted 
a few distant does coming out of the 
hills that afternoon, but with the wind 
constantly whipping the blind and the 
deer seeming to hunker down out of the 
gusts, it was a disappointing sit. I hoped 
I hadn’t made the wrong call.

The gusts subsided overnight to a 
steady 10 mph and the temperature 

Deer move from distant hills to the river 
and back again, giving hunters a chance to 
intercept them in the open.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RCK���-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com
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I was on the gun and watching the 
big buck through the scope. His ant-
lers grew more massive the closer he 
came. The bucks were heading directly 
toward the blind but had gained speed 
LQ�WKHLU�ÀLJKW�

“They’re going to run right in front of 
us,” Robert hissed. “When they start to 
pass, I’ll try to stop them. Shoot when-
ever you have a good chance.”

The bucks were no more than 60 yards 
away when Robert gave them a quick 
“hey.” The older of the two paused for 
a couple seconds, and the crosshairs of 
my scope found his shoulder quickly. 
My bullet hit him solidly, and he dropped 
in the grass.

Neither of us could take our eyes from 
the mass of the buck’s rack. When I knelt 
beside him to raise his head for a better 
ORRN��P\�KDQGV�ZRXOGQ¶W�¿W�DURXQG�WKH�
antler bases. The mass continued along 
the main beam and up the tines, one 
of which, the right G2, was snapped a 
couple inches from the beam. He was an 
impressive, mature buck, the kind that I 
had traveled to Kansas to hunt. I didn’t 
know what the buck would score, and it 
didn’t matter. I only knew that he was 
big—and old—enough. 

got the deer moving, although none of 
the bucks were shooters. Robert and I 
were watching a 10-point emerge from 
the river with a doe. There was another 
deer behind them in the brush, Robert 
reported, but he couldn’t tell what it was.

“OK, get your gun,” he said a couple 
seconds later. “That’s a big old buck.”
,�SXW�WKH�ULÀH�RQ�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�VWLFNV�

and poked its muzzle out the blind win-
dow before returning to my bino. The 
deer were more than 600 yards away, 
and I wanted to get a good look at what 
my guide had declared to be a mature 
Kansas whitetail.

7KH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�VWRRG�RXW��HYHQ�DW�
that distance, was the buck’s mass. He 
looked twice as heavy as the 10-point.

“Look at those bases,” Robert said. 
³+H¶V� EXLOW� OLNH� D� EXOO��'H¿QLWHO\� D�
shooter.”

The doe started across the grassland, 
but the two bucks didn’t seem to want 
to leave the security of the river. They 
stalled a short distance from the brush, 
but as the screeching from the farm 
continued and the doe began to pick 
up the pace, the bucks broke into a trot.

“Get ready,” said Robert. “They’re 
coming.”

dropped, giving us hope the following 
morning that we’d see more deer. Robert 
and I bundled up and settled into the 
blind, and just as dawn was starting the 
break my guide had deer in his bino. It 
was a group of does, feeding a couple 
hundred yards from the blind, and a good 
start. With more light came more does, 
one and two at a time, and then a pair of 
young bucks. All were traveling from the 
river to the hills, but none of them entered 
the gap where we were positioned.
Everything but the wind died down 

DIWHU� WKH�¿UVW�KRXU�RI� OLJKW��DQG�RXU�
IDFHV�DQG�¿QJHUV�ZHUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�EH-
come numb from glassing into the stiff 
breeze. I remained hopeful, remember-
ing it was close to 9 o’clock when I had 
seen the deer near the gap the morning 
before. We had about an hour to go till 
that time when a horrendous screech-
ing noise pierced the wind, emanating 
from a farm on the other side of the 
river. It sounded like a belt on a piece 
of equipment was loose, and it started a 
near stampede of deer from the thicket 
along the riverbank.

Several groups of does and a few 
bucks headed for the hills to escape the 
racket. The noise was grating but it sure JO
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The author’s Kansas buck has 
antler mass that only comes 

with age. Outfitter Perry Ross 
estimated the buck to be at  

least 7 1/2 years old.
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Around 
The Midwest

N
ovember is the month in which we set aside a special 
day of giving thanks, and hunters sure have plenty to 
be thankful for right now. Firearms seasons are open for 
deer in most states, while turkey, upland bird, waterfowl, 

predator and small-game seasons are all overlapping, too. 
And the fishing isn’t half-bad either. While ice starts forming 
up north, open-water anglers to the south are busy filling 
freezers with crappie and walleye fillets. In short, appreciate 

all the incredible outdoor opportunities 
you have right now—winter will be 

here before you know it.

A sampling of 

the region’s best 

hunting and fishing 

opportunities 

this Month
By Brandon Butler
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EL DORADO 

WALLEYE
El Dorado Reservoir in Kansas is 
known for monster walleyes, and 
November is a prime time to hook 
into one as they feed aggressively 
ahead of winter. This centrally-located 
reservoir near Wichita is no secret to 
anglers, but with 8,000 surface acres 
there is ample water to explore. The 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
reports a density of 2.33 walleyes 
over 15 inches long per acre, with the 
largest recent fish surveyed weighing 
7.95 pounds. Hundreds of thousands 
of walleyes have been stocked in El 
Dorado in the past two years. Walleyes 
must be 21 inches to keep, and 
there’s a two-fish daily limit. 

SHOW-ME DEER
When your neighbors are Kansas, 
Iowa and Illinois, it’s easy to be 
overlooked by deer hunters, but 
make no mistake: Missouri is a top 
deer-hunting destination. It ranks 
seventh in Boone and Crockett en-
tries and is also a top-10 state in 
Pope and Young entries. The state 
has more than 1 million acres of 
public land available as Conservation 
Areas, and deer tags are sold over 
the counter. Giant bucks are killed 
here each year, many of them in the 
giant expanses of forest found in the 
Ozarks. For a rifle hunt in a wooded 
wilderness, explore the 40,000-plus-
acre Sunklands Conservation Area. 

MICHIGAN 

PHEASANTS 
It may not be the Dakotas, but don’t 
overlook the Wolverine State for 
wild pheasant hunting. Numerous 
state properties are managed for 
ringnecks, and the Hunter Access 
Program (HAP) opens private land to 
the public. To hunt HAP lands or any 
public land in the Lower Peninsula, 
a new $25 pheasant license is re-
quired for all pheasant hunters 18 
years of age and older. Michigan has 
three pheasant zones, but Zones 2 
and 3 (the Lower Peninsula) are the 
only ones open in November (Oct. 
20 to Nov. 14). 

LAKE GENEVA 

CRAPPIES 
Don’t let the mansions surrounding 
Wisconsin’s Lake Geneva fool you—
it’s definitely a fishing hot spot. The 
5,400-acre lake offers a mixed bag 
of fish, but quality crappies are highly 
sought after now, with slabs measur-
ing 14 inches or more showing up 
regularly. By November, crappies 
have moved back out of the shallows 
and are associating with brush and 
structure. Jigs tipped with minnows 
fished vertically produce. Look for 
crappies in 15 to 20 feet of water. 
There is no minimum length limit, 
and the daily bag limit is 25. 

OHIO STEELHEAD 
Action in Steelhead Alley, a 200-
mile stretch along Lake Erie from 
Sandusky, Ohio, to Buffalo, N.Y., 
kicks off in November, with anglers 
flocking to rivers and streams where 
the chrome rockets spawn. Cooler 
weather and rain trigger the fish’s 
return from Lake Erie. Ohio steel-
head average 25 inches and weigh 
approximately 5 to 6 pounds, but 
fish over 30 inches and 10 pounds 
are not uncommon. The Vermilion, 
Rocky, Chagrin and Grand rivers 
and Conneaut Creek are stocked 
with steelhead each year and are 
top destinations for catching these 
hard-fighting anadromous salmonids. 

SODAK TURKEYS 
Turkeys don’t see much pressure from 
hunters in South Dakota during the 
fall season. In fact, fall turkey hunter 
numbers are declining across much 
of the country. But South Dakota is 
home to two sub-species of wild 
turkey—Easterns and Merriam’s—
making it an ideal state for adding a 
species to a slam. Fall turkey permit 
application deadlines were Sept. 
9, Sept. 26 and Oct. 12, but any 
licenses left after the third drawing 
will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The season opens 
Nov. 1 and runs through the end of 
January. The Black Hills offer vast 
expanses of public lands teeming 
with wild birds. 
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f you’ve hunted ducks for any 
VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH��\RX¶YH�
no doubt encountered this sce-
nario. You have set out 2- to 

��GR]HQ�PDOODUG�GHFR\V�RQ�D�SHUIHFW�
OLWWOH�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�SRWKROH��EXW�WKHUH¶V�
QRW�D�ZKLVSHU�RI�ZLQG��<RXU�VHWXS² 
DUGXRXVO\�VFRXWHG�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�FUDIW-
HG²XQIRUWXQDWHO\� ORRNV�H[DFWO\� OLNH�

ZKDW�LW� LV�����SODVWLF�GXFNV�VLWWLQJ�RQ�
WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�D�PLUURU��

7KH�TXLFNHVW�¿[�IRU�WKHVH�IUR]HQ�
LQ�WLPH�GHFR\�VSUHDGV�LV�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�
RI�D�MHUN�FRUG��ZKLFK�LV�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�
D�OHQJWK�RI�VWRXW�FRUG�DQFKRUHG�LQ�WKH�
VSUHDG�DQG�VWUHWFKLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�EOLQG��
ZLWK�D�IHZ�OLJKWZHLJKW�GHFR\V�DWWDFKHG�
WR�LW��:LWK�D�\DQN�RQ�WKH�FRUG��WKH�GHFR\V�

ERXQFH��FUHDWLQJ�ULSSOHV�DQG�ZDYHV�DQG�
WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�PRWLRQ�PDGH�
E\�OLYLQJ��EUHDWKLQJ�GXFNV��

&RPPHUFLDOO\�FUDIWHG�MHUN�FRUGV�DUH��
RI�FRXUVH��DYDLODEOH��%XW�LW¶V�DOVR�HDV\�
DQG�LQH[SHQVLYH�WR�FUHDWH�\RXU�RZQ²DQG�
TXLWH�VDWLVI\LQJ�ZKHQ�WKH�VWDUV�DOLJQ�DQG�
\RX�IRRO�ELUGV�ZLWK�\RXU�KDQGLZRUN��
+HUH¶V�WKH�',<�DSSURDFK�WR�JHW�LW�GRQH�

On calm days, floaters rarely pro-
duce enough motion. Place jerk-
cord decoys where they add the 
most movement to the spread.
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MAKE
YOUR  
OWN

Use a DIY jerk cord 
to add some action to 

stale decoy spreads. 

By M.D. Johnson
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MATERIALS LIST

• Old broom handle or 1-inch-by- 
1-inch pole of 2 to 6 feet (depend-
ing you your typical water depth).

• Circle-eye screw 
(1/4 inch by 3 inches)

• Small stainless carabiner clip  
(1 1/2 inches)

• Two large snap swivels

• 18 to 24 inches of 1/4-inch 
bungee or shock cord

• 100 feet of 550 paracord 
in brown, green or black

• Cordless drill with 1/8-inch bit

NOTE: The majority of my non-tidal waterfowling takes place on water less than 
24 inches deep, so my DIY cord handles are often 48 inches long. It’s simple, 
however, to adjust the length/height of the handle to your own hunting situations.

INSTRUCTIONS

1) Drill a 1/8-inch pilot hole in one end of the broom handle or pole and insert 
the circle-eye screw.

2) Using the improved clinch knot, attach one end of the bungee to the screw 
eye. Make a small loop in the opposite end of the bungee. A single overhand 
knot works well here. Attach the carabiner to the loop.

3) Again, using the improved clinch knot, tie one end of the paracord to the 
carabiner. At 16 inches and 20 inches from the carabiner, attach the large 
snap swivels to the paracord with simple loop-style ties (see illustration).

USING IT

Once on the water, I decide where to 
set my spread, then build it around the 
MHUN�FRUG��ZKLFK� LV�SRVLWLRQHG�¿UVW��,�
do make a point of placing my jerk 
cord decoys close enough to some of 
my anchored decoys so the jerk rig 
imparts motion via ripples and waves 
to as much of the spread as possible. 
Don’t worry about creating too much 
motion. As long as the motion is natural 
or realistic, it’s virtually impossible to 
have too much of it.

To begin, I push the broom handle 
or pole into the bottom with the screw 
eye as close to the surface as possible. 
If the water I’m hunting is shallower 
than my stake is long, I’ll angle the pole 
into the water.

Next, I clip the carabiner to the loop 
on the bungee, then clip an ultra-light-
weight water keel green-winged teal 
decoy to each of the large snap swivels. 
Finally, I pay out enough 550 paracord 
to comfortably reach the blind loca-
WLRQ��WRVV�RXW�P\�ÀRDWHUV�DQG�VHWWOH�LQ�
for the hunt.
When do I put the jerk cord into 

action? Occasionally, I’ll operate the 
rig randomly—that is, when I’m not 
actually working birds that I can see. 
Flying ducks can see the ripples a jerk 
rig generates at a great distance. It at-
tracts them much in the same way that 
waves made when a hunter’s mucking 
around in the spread do. More often, 
though, I’ll run the cord in conjunction 
with a call when a bird or birds are 
actively working the spread. However, 
I’m also very careful to conceal the 
movement I make when I’m operating 
the jerk cord.

ANCHOR OPTION

An alternative to the broom handle—
one that doesn’t limit the water depth 
hunted to the length of the handle—is to 
use a 1- or 1 1/2-pound folding grapnel 
anchor like you might use with a canoe 
or kayak. The step-by-step instructions 
remain otherwise the same. A short sec-
tion of bungee/shock cord is tied to the 
anchor, followed by the carabiner and 
550 cord to the blind. If you want to 
get fancy, a paracord winder ($3 to $5; 
paracordplanet.com), along with a small 
drawstring mesh bag, make quick work 
of deploying, retrieving and stowing 
the jerk rig. 

Attach the loop in the 

bungee to a carabiner.Tie 18 to 24 inches of 

bungee to the screw.

Tie loops to  

attach swivels 

and decoys.

Pull the cord randomly 

or as birds work.

Tie one end of  

the paracord to 

the carbiner.

Wind up  

excess cord.

MAKING MOVES
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HOW-TO

When hunting pressure 

mounts on big water, 

set up at small, 

out-of-the-way 

creeks and holes 

to tempt wary 

greenheads.
By Brian LovettMALLARDS
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A
utumn’s peak mallard migration 
might be one of the few natu-
ral events that prompts equal 
amounts of awe and despair. 

The awe component is obvious. Watching 
thousands of full-plumage greenheads 
circle in tornado fashion above a stub-
EOH�¿HOG�RU�OLIW�RII�HQ�PDVVH�IURP�D�UHI-
uge can take your breath away. However, 
despair creeps in when you realize you 
can’t always set a layout blind under 
that tornado or hunt anywhere near that 
duck-choked refuge. In fact, although 
ducks seem to be everywhere, hunting 
can be tough. 
Don’t let the big picture bum you out. 

Although migrating mallards concentrate 
in huge numbers at refuges, roosts and 
hot feeds, they also assemble in smaller 
ÀRFNV�DW�VPDOO��UHPRWH�ZDWHUV�WKDW�RIIHU�
food and security. Even better, those tiny 
honey holes can produce exceptional 
hunting if you approach them correctly. 

CREEKS AND STREAMS

Better known for producing wood ducks, 
small creeks, streams and rivers can 
offer surprisingly good mallard hunt-
ing. Mallards use moving water fre-
quently, especially if a creek or stream 
connects to a marsh or lake that receives 
substantial hunting pressure. Further, 
PDQ\�VWUHDPV�IHDWXUH�DFRUQ�ODGHQ�ÀDWV��
duckweed-choked backwaters and sub-
stantial overhead cover, making them 
LGHDO�ORD¿QJ�DQG�IHHGLQJ�VSRWV�IRU�ZDU\��
pressured ducks.

The toughest part of hunting moving 
water is deciding how to approach it. In 
some situations, jump-shooting might 

be the best option. In others, decoying 
birds works better. The choice depends 
on how mallards are using the area. 

For example, if ducks are packed 
tightly in narrow, winding stretches of 
river where decoy hunting might be 
impractical, it’s usually better to jump-
shoot them. But if ducks congregate or 
SDVV�RYHU� ODUJHU�ÀDWV�RU�EDFNZDWHUV��
decoy hunting can produce good results. 
Remember that jump-shooting a creek 
might provide one great day of action 
but blow ducks out of the area for a 
while, whereas decoy hunting might 
limit your impact somewhat and allow 
subsequent hunts.

Stealth is critical when jump-shooting. 
Streams with relatively hard, stable bot-
toms allow you to wade, reducing your 
SUR¿OH��2Q�GHHS�RU�PXFN�ODGHQ�FUHHNV��D�
small watercraft such as a skiff or canoe 

offers a silent approach. Either way, be 
as quiet as possible when approaching 
likely areas, using streamside cover and 
bends in the creek course to hide your 
movements until you’re almost within 
range of birds. Be ready to shoot the 
LQVWDQW�\RX�VHH�GXFNV��DV�WKH\�ZLOO�ÀXVK�
almost immediately. Further, ensure you 
quickly mark and retrieve downed ducks.
When decoy hunting, strive for a 

natural, low-impact approach. Set out 
a handful of decoys—eight to 12 is 
RIWHQ�VXI¿FLHQW²LQ�D�UHDOLVWLF�VSUHDG��
with a few ducks tucked near shore 
and some in the open for visibility. 
Find good concealment, too, because 
streams and creeks often produce close-
quarters action. Tuck into streamside 
brush, trees or cattails, keeping the 
sun at your back, and sit on a stool or 
PDUVK�VHDW� WR�HOLPLQDWH�\RXU�SUR¿OH��
6KRRW�GXFNV�DV�HI¿FLHQWO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��
then retrieve them and leave quickly to 
minimize your impact. Spooking fewer 
birds might result in good second or 
third hunts at that spot.

SMALL HARBORS AND MARSHES 

As mentioned, migrating mallards love 
ELJ�ZDWHU�IRU�URRVWLQJ�DQG�ORD¿QJ��7KH\�
can see potential danger for long dis-
tances, and hunters rarely bother them in 
such situations. When the wind blows, 
however, mallards and other ducks often 
abandon the crashing, rolling waves on
open water and tuck into leeward cover 
in or near small marshes, backwaters 
or harbors. Identifying those spots and 
taking advantage of ideal situations can 
produce great hunting.

 GAFMAG.COM   NOVEMBER 2022    39

Narrow streams may require 
jump-shooting tactics, but those 

with large flats or backwaters are 
perfect for decoying mallards.



Lots of windshield time and obser-
YDWLRQ�LV�QHHGHG�WR�¿QG�VXFK�ORFDWLRQV��
$IWHU�DOO��PDOODUGV�PLJKW�RQO\�XVH�RSHQ�
water at night for roosting or between 
IHHGLQJ�ÀLJKWV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ORDI�DW�PLGGD\��
,I�SRVVLEOH��JODVV�IURP�JRRG�YDQWDJH�
SRLQWV�WR�¿QG�JURXSV�RI�GXFNV�RQ�ELJ�
ZDWHU�RU�ZDWFK�IRU�ÀRFNV�À\LQJ�WR�DQG�
IURP�¿HOGV�RU�VPDOOHU�ZDWHUV�WR�IHHG�DW�
GDZQ�DQG�GXVN��7KHQ��QRWH�KRZ�ELUGV�
XVH�WKH�DUHD�GXULQJ�YDULRXV�FRQGLWLRQV�
DQG�SUHGLFW�KRZ�WKH\�PLJKW�UHDFW�ZKHQ�
WKH�ZLQGV�FKDQJH��7LPLQJ�LV�FULWLFDO��DV�
LW�ZRQ¶W�SD\�WR�KXQW�VPDOO�VSRWV�RII�ELJ�
ZDWHU�XQOHVV�FRQGLWLRQV�DUH�LGHDO��:LWKRXW�
WKH�ULJKW�ZLQG��ELUGV�FDQ�VLPSO\�ODQG�VK\�
RI�\RXU�GHFR\V�DQG�VZLP�RII��

6HYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR��,�QRWLFHG�D�JRRG�
VL]HG�JURXS�RI�PDOODUGV�FRQJUHJDWHG�
QHDU�D�VHFOXGHG�KDUERU�RQ�D�ODUJH�ODNH��
0RVW�GD\V��,�FRXOG�RQO\�ZDWFK�WKH�GXFNV��
DV�WKH\�ZHUH�WRR�IDU�IURP�VKRUH�WR�KXQW�
DQG�ZRXOG¶YH�VSRRNHG�DQG�OHIW�KDG�ZH�
WULHG�WR�VHW�XS�QHDU�WKHP�LQ�RSHQ�ZDWHU��
+RZHYHU��,�JXHVVHG�WKDW�WKH�ELUGV�ZRXOG�
OLNHO\�VHHN�VKHOWHU�LQ�WKH�KDUERU�RU�DORQJ�
WKH�VKRUHOLQH�ZKHQ�D�QRUWKHDVW�ZLQG�EOHZ��

:KHQ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�VHHPHG�ULJKW��,�
VHW�XS�DORQJ�WKH�VKRUHOLQH�QHDU�WKH�KDUERU�
DQG�ZDLWHG��6XUH�HQRXJK��DV�ZLQG�EHJDQ�
ZKLSSLQJ�WKH�ODNH�LQWR�D�IURWK��PDOODUGV�
SRXUHG�LQ�IURP�RSHQ�ZDWHU��$Q�KRXU�ODWHU��
I was on my way home, giddy at having 
H[SHULHQFHG�D�JUHDW�VKRUHOLQH�KXQW��6XFK�
VLWXDWLRQV�PLJKW�RQO\�PDQLIHVW�RQFH�SHU�
VHDVRQ��EXW�\RX�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�UHDG\�
ZKHQ�WKH\�GR�

SPRINGS AND ICE HOLES

In many areas of the Midwest, late-
VHDVRQ�GXFN�KXQWLQJ�PHDQV�LFH��0DQ\�
IRONV�DVVXPH�WKDW�D�GHHS�IUHH]H�IRUFHV�
GXFNV�VRXWK��DQG�WKH\¶UH� ODUJHO\�FRU-
UHFW��+RZHYHU��PDOODUGV�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�
heartiest fowl, and they often stay in 
1RUWKHUQ�FOLPHV�HYHQ�ZKHQ�LFH�DQG�VQRZ�
FRYHU�PXFK�RI�WKH� ODQGVFDSH��)ULJLG�
FRQGLWLRQV�W\SLFDOO\�FRQJUHJDWH�ELUGV�LQ�
WKH�ODVW�UHPDLQLQJ�DUHDV�RI�RSHQ�ZDWHU��
LQFOXGLQJ�VSULQJV�DQG�VSULQJ�IHG�FUHHNV��
:KHQ�\RX�¿QG�GXFNV�FUDPPHG�LQWR�
WKRVH�WLQ\�VSRWV��\RX�FDQ�UHDOO\�FDVK�LQ�
ZLWK�H[FHSWLRQDO�DFWLRQ��

$V�ZLWK�KXQWLQJ�FUHHNV��KRZ�\RX�
DSSURDFK�IUHH]H�XS�KXQWV�RQ�VWUHDPV�
DQG�VSULQJV�LV�FULWLFDO��$QG��OLNH�KXQWLQJ�
VPDOO�VSRWV�QHDU�ELJ�ZDWHU��WLPLQJ�FDQ�
EH�WULFN\��)LUVW��ORQJ�EHIRUH�IUHH]H�XS��
LGHQWLI\�DUHDV�WKDW�PLJKW�UHPDLQ�RSHQ�DQG�

GO-TO GEAR
Equipment to power your prime-time duck hunts on small water

You don’t often need a ton of gear to successfully hunt small pockets of water, 
especially if you’re jump-shooting birds in areas where decoy setups are impossible. 
However, here are a few items that can help on any November duck hunt. 

LACROSSE ALPHA AGILITY SELECT WADERS

One of the most comfortable waders I’ve tested in recent memory, LaCrosse’s Alpha 
Agility Select Waders ($590; lacrossefootwear.com) pair lightweight boots with 
a breathable, abrasion-resistant, 100-percent waterproof nylon upper. The boots 
feature 1,600 grams of Thinsulate Ultra Insulation, and the upper has a zip-out 
quilted liner that you can add or remove as weather dictates. A built-in waterproof 
pocket with electrostatic technology allows you to check and use your phone 
without taking it out of the sleeve. There’s also a model with a front zip ($690).

HEVI-SHOT HEVI-XII

By now, most hunters know the benefits of tungsten and other heavier-than-steel 
non-toxic loads. New HEVI-XII ($84/25-round box; hevishot.com) is one example, 
offering tungsten shot that’s almost 54 percent denser than steel for roughly 
double the downrange energy. By dropping down in shot size without losing any 
lethality, you get around 28 percent more pellets on target. I saw the power of 
HEVI-XII firsthand on hunts in Louisiana and Kansas, with several long shots 
dropping birds dead. 

TETRA HEARING ALPHASHIELD

I’ve used these for three seasons now, and they’ve become the first thing I pack 
in my blind bag before a hunt. The TETRA Hearing AlphaShield devices ($1,099; 
tetrahearing.com) isolate and enhance key waterfowl hunting sounds like 
mallard quacks, whistling wings overhead and calling. Meanwhile, they protect 
your hearing from gunshots by shutting down and instantly recovering after loud 
noises; more sustained sounds, like loud calling, are reduced to hearing-safe 
levels. Your hearing is important, and the AlphaShields offer protection without 
disrupting other key sounds.

ONX HUNT

The onX Hunt app ($30/year for Premium/one state; $100/year for Elite/50 states 
and Canada; onxmaps.com) is an incredibly powerful tool. It clearly depicts public- 
and private-land boundaries and includes ownership info for private parcels, which 
comes in handy when seeking hunting permission on out-of-the-way honey holes. 
With topographic and 3D maps, hundreds of custom map layers and the ability to 
save maps for offline use, there’s virtually no limit to the app’s functionality. You can 
also track your route and set waypoints, among many other features. —Drew Warden

LACROSSE ALPHA 
AGILITY SELECT 
WADERS

HEVI-SHOT 
HEVI-XII

ONX HUNT APP

TETRA HEARING 
ALPHASHIELD
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ZEISS Terra® Binoculars
ZEISS Terra® binoculars are robust, reliable, and easy to use. Their state-of-the-art and 

sleek design makes them not only light but comfortably compact. The highest optical 

precision and the hydrophobic multicoating guarantee brilliant images down to the very 
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and ready for any adventure. 

Scan to learn more:
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attract mallards when other waters have 
frozen. Ideal spots include swift streams 
and spring-fed creeks near or connected 
to traditional waterfowl haunts, such as 
lakes, marshes or ponds. 

Then, if possible, note how birds use 
these spots during freeze-up. I actually 
scout for such scenarios during winter, 
long after duck season has closed. When I 
VHH�D�ÀRFN�RI�PDOODUGV�VFRRS�LQWR�DQ�RSHQ�
stretch of river or pack into a spring at a 
local natural area, it suggests a potential 
freeze-up hot spot for the following year. 

To take full advantage of freeze-up 
situations, time hunts precisely. Don’t 
hunt a feeder creek if the main marsh or 
lake still has open water, as birds will 
spread out there. Conversely, don’t wait 
too long to spring the trap, as ducks will 
be most vulnerable immediately after 
relocating to remaining open water. 
Ideally, you want to hit them the day 

after most waters freeze, which forces 
mallards to relocate. I carefully watch 
the weather forecast for low tempera-
tures and wind conditions that will likely 
freeze most lakes and marshes. When I 
see lows dip to the mid-teens with calm 

winds, I prepare to hunt a feeder creek 
or spring hole the next morning. 

Choose your approach—decoys or 
jump-shooting—as you would for hunt-
ing a creek. If an area is large enough, go 
with decoys. In tight, twisting quarters, 
jump-shooting might work better. In 
either case, be ready to take full advan-
WDJH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��(YHQ�
freeze-up mallards won’t stick around 
long after being pressured.

SMALL SPREADS, BIG RESULTS

When big numbers of mallards hit your 
area this autumn, don’t be afraid to go 
small. Maybe you won’t land 100 green-
heads in your decoys, but, really, you 
don’t need that many. Maximize your 
opportunities on small-scale hot spots and 
you can pull plenty of ducks within range. 
I guarantee no one will care whether that 
IXOO�VWUDS�FDPH�IURP�D�����DFUH�FRUQ¿HOG�
or a tiny feeder creek. 

Dozens of decoys aren’t necessary to  
tempt mallards escaping hunting pressure 
or rough waves on big water. Set a natural 
spread and conceal yourself well. 
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6” ANACONDA®

8” ANACONDA®

8” Anaconda® 44 MAG (ANACONDA-SP8RTS)

6” Anaconda® 44 MAG (ANACONDA-SP6RTS)

The Anaconda has been fully re-designed to 

utilize an oversized Python action. Bulked-up 

with a solid stainless steel frame for strength 

and durability, this double-action revolver is 

worthy of its pedigree. Experience the Linear 

Leaf Spring Action for a non-stacking, smooth-

as-glass trigger pull. With recoil-absorbing 

Hogue® grips and adjustable, interchangeable 

sights, this 44 Magnum is cool and comfortable 

from the range to the woods.



F
RU�WKH�FROG�EORRGHG�FUHDWXUHV�
OLYLQJ�EHORZ�WKH�ZDWHU� OLQH��
quiet rules during the latter 
ZHHNV�RI�DXWXPQ��:LQWHU�LV�

DURXQG�WKH�FRUQHU�DQG�ODNHV�ZLOO�VRRQ�
GRQ�WKHLU�KDUG�KDWV��7KH�VDPH�¿VK�WKDW�
FUDVKHG�\RXU�FUDQNEDLWV�DOO� VXPPHU�
transition to a slower tempo as the world 
DURXQG�WKHP�VORZV�WR�D�FUDZO�RU�\LHOGV�
WR�GHFD\��0DQ\�DQJOHUV�ODPHQW�WKH�VHD-
VRQ¶V�HQG��7KH\�VWDUW�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKHLU�
VROHPQ�ULWXDOV�RI�ZLQWHUL]LQJ�ERDWV�DQG�
VWRULQJ�WDFNOH�

+RZHYHU��IRU�D�KDUG\�IHZ��WKH�JDPH�LV�
IDU�IURP�RYHU��7KHVH�DQJOHUV�EXQGOH�XS�
LQ�ODWH�VHDVRQ�OD\HUV�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�
whatever Mother Nature might throw 
DW�WKHP��7KH\�ZDQW� MXVW�D�IHZ�PRUH�
FKDQFHV�DW�D�¿QDO�ÀXUU\�RI�DFWLRQ�DQG�D�
OHJLWLPDWH�VKRW�DW�D�WURSK\�

)RU�PDQ\��WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU�PHDQV�D�
WLPH�WR�VLPSOLI\��VWUHDPOLQH�DQG²XOWL-
PDWHO\²GLS�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�EDLW�EXFNHW��
Indeed, this late-fall period is one of the 
¿QHVW�WLPHV�WR�UHLQWURGXFH�OLYH�EDLW�LQWR�
\RXU�DQJOLQJ�SOD\ERRN��

LATE-SEASON TRANSITION

Late fall is a time of clearing in our 
ODNHV�DQG�VWUHDPV��9HJHWDWLRQ�GLHV�DQG�
GHFD\V��ZDWHU�FODULW\�LV�DW�LWV�EHVW�DQG�
¿VK�FDQ�EH�DQ\ZKHUH�

6WHYH�(YHUHWWV��ZKR�JXLGHV�RQ�VRXWKHUQ�
:LVFRQVLQ�ZDWHUV�WKURXJK�KLV�)LQVHHNHUV�
*XLGH�6HUYLFH��¿QVHHNHUV�FRP��VD\V�¿VK�
DUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�VKDOORZ�RU�GHHS�DIWHU�
D�ODNH�WXUQV�RYHU�DQG�UH�R[\JHQDWHV��
+RZHYHU��KH�IRFXVHV�GHHS�LQ�IDOO��XVXDOO\�
on the deep edge of vegetation outside the 
GHFD\LQJ�ZHHGV��7KHUH�LV�OHVV�FRYHU�KHUH�
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HOW-TO

Go

When water temperatures 

tumble in late fall, 

swap artificials for 

live bait and prepare 

for some of the best 

action of the year. 

By Mike Pehanich
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and cleaner water, and he feels sunlight, 
changing water temperatures and other 
IDFWRUV�DIIHFW�WKHVH�¿VK�OHVV��PDNLQJ�LW�
a high-percentage spot. 
In general, locations that are deep and 

KDYH�D�KDUG�RU�URFN\�ERWWRP�DWWUDFW�D�
YDULHW\�RI�SUHGDWRUV��&RU\�6FKPLGW��ZKR�
JXLGHG�RQ�0LQQHVRWD¶V�IDEOHG�%UDLQHUG�
DUHD�ZDWHUV�EHIRUH�EHFRPLQJ�D�SRSXODU�
¿VKLQJ�MRXUQDOLVW��VXJJHVWV�VK S�GURS�
offs where the depth plummets from 10 
feet down to 30 or even 40 feet are often 
JRRG��7KHVH�VWHHS�VORSHV�UHJXODUO\�DW-

WUDFW�ZDOOH\HV�DQG�SLNH��DQG�KH�VD\V�WKDW�
RQFH�\RX�¿QG�¿VK�KHUH��\RX�ZDQW�WR�VLW�
RYHU�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHP²LI�SRVVLEOH²DQG�
ZRUN�WKHP�YHUWLFDOO\�

(YHUHWWV��OLNHZLVH��FRQVLVWHQWO\�ZRUNV�
GHHS�URFN�DQG�WUDQVLWLRQ�DUHDV�IRU�VPDOO-
mouths. However, his prime locations 
DUH�WKRVH�ZKHUH�WKH�ERWWRP�FRQWHQW�VKLIWV�
IURP�VDQG�WR�URFN��,Q�VRPH�V\VWHPV��KH�
FRPPRQO\�¿QGV�WKLV�LQ����IRRW�GHSWKV��
LQ�RWKHUV����WR����IHHW�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�
PDJLF�ZLQGRZ��6FKPLGW¶V�LGHDO�GHSWK�
range tends toward the deeper end of 

(YHUHWWV¶��ZLWK�KLV�EHVW�OXFN²IRU�ERWK�
smallmouths and largemouths—in 26 
to 30 feet of water. He adds that hard-
ERWWRP�DUHDV�DQG�SRLQWV�DQG�KXPSV�ULFK�
ZLWK� LQYHUWHEUDWHV�DQG�EDLW¿VK�\LHOG�
WKH�EHVW�UHVXOWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�VRPH�RI�WKH�
ELJJHVW�EDVV�RI�WKH�\HDU�

FORAGE FOCUS

1RUWKHUQ�SLNH�DQG�VPDOOPRXWK�EDVV�DUH�
(YHUHWWV¶�SULPDU\�WDUJHWV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�VHD-
VRQ��DQG�UHGWDLO�RU�EODFNWDLO�FKXEV�DUH�
KLV�JR�WR�EDLWV�ZKHQ�KH�FDQ�JHW�WKHP��
'XH�WR�WKHLU�OLPLWHG�DYDLODELOLW\��KRZ-
HYHU��KH�XVXDOO\�RSWV�IRU�VXFNHUV�LQ�WKH�
���WR���LQFK�UDQJH��(YHUHWWV�VD\V�ELJJHU�
VXFNHUV�FORVHU�WR�WKH���LQFK�PDUN�PD\�
\LHOG�D�ELJ�¿VK��EXW�WKDW�FRPHV�DW�WKH�
H[SHQVH�RI�PRUH�ELWHV�IURP�VPDOOHU�¿VK��
+H¶OO�DOVR�HPSOR\�JROGHQ�VKLQHUV�ZKHQ�
RWKHU�EDLWV�DUH�LQ�VKRUW�VXSSO\�

:KHQ�SRVVLEOH��6FKPLGW�SUHIHUV�³JR-
LQJ�ZLOG�´�+H�VXJJHVWV�ZLOG�FDXJKW�EDLW-
¿VK�DUH�����WLPHV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�EDLW�VKRS�
PLQQRZV�XQOHVV�\RX�JHW�EDLW�IURP�WKH�
VKRS�MXVW�DV�LW�DUULYHV��

³:LOG�EDLW�NQRZV�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�D�
SUHGDWRU�DSSURDFKHV�´�KH�VD\V��³7KH�WDLO�
NLFN�WKDW�PDNHV�D�OLYH�PLQQRZ�VR�JRRG�
VORZO\�IDGHV�DZD\�WKH�ORQJHU�WKRVH�¿VK�
EDQJ�DURXQG�LQ�EDLW�WDQNV��$�SUHGDWRU�
LV�ZLUHG�WR�DWWDFN�ZKHQ�LW�VHQVHV�WKDW�
IUDQWLF�GHVSHUDWLRQ��:LOG�EDLW�WKDW�\RX�
FDWFK�\RXUVHOI�LV�WKH�EHVW�´

6FKPLGW�SUHIHUV����WR���LQFK�UHGWDLO�
FKXEV�DQG�FUHHN�FKXEV��EXW�¿QGV�UHGWDLOV�
LQ�GZLQGOLQJ�VXSSO\�GXH�WR�VWUHDP�VLOW-
DWLRQ�DQG�RYHUKDUYHVW��$Q�RYHUORRNHG�
DQG� XQGHUYDOXHG� EDLW� LV� WKH� FHQWUDO�
VWRQHUROOHU��ZKLFK�KH�VD\V�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
EHVW�ELJ�¿VK�EDLWV�RXW�WKHUH��+H�DGGV�
WKDW�VRPH�DQJOHUV�PDNH�WKH�PLVWDNH�RI�
WRVVLQJ�WKHP�RXW�ZKHQ�WKH\�DFFLGHQWDOO\�
JHW�LQWR�WKH�EDLW�PL[�
,Q�VWDWHV�ZKHUH�LW¶V�SHUPLVVLEOH��XVLQJ�

JDPH�VSHFLHV�FRPPRQO\�RQ�WKH�SUHGDWRU�
PHQX�FDQ�DOVR�EH�UHZDUGLQJ��6FKPLGW�
VD\V�OLYH�EOXHJLOOV�DUH�H[FHSWLRQDO�EDLWV�
IRU�ELJ�EDVV��WRR��EHFDXVH�WKH\�NLFN�OLNH�
FUD]\�DQG�EDVV�JR�QXWV�RYHU�WKHLU�IUHQ-
zied action. He adds that this practice is 
EDQQHG�LQ�KLV�KRPH�VWDWH�RI�0LQQHVRWD��
VR�DQJOHUV�VKRXOG�FKHFN�WKHLU�RZQ�VWDWH¶V�
regulations, too.
Yellow perch are another great ex-

DPSOH�� UDQNLQJ�HTXDOO\�KLJK� DPRQJ�
6FKPLGW¶V�EDLW¿VK�SUHIHUHQFHV��+RZHYHU��
their usage comes with the same legal 
FDYHDW��+H�VD\V�SHUFK�DUH�WKH�VLQJOH�
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Targeting steep drop-offs with live bait 
lowered straight down from the boat can  

be a surefire recipe for hot walleye action. 
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most important forage for walleyes, and 
even pike and musky prefer perch over 
all else. When perch populations crash, 
so do those of the predators.
Like Schmidt, Everetts prefers us-

ing freshly-caught bait—especially wild 
SHUFK�QDEEHG�IURP�WKH�ZDWHUV�KH¶V�¿VKLQJ�

³:KHQ�\RX�FDQ�¿VK� WKHP� OHJDOO\��
SHUFK�ZLOO�RXW¿VK�VWRUH�ERXJKW�OLYH�EDLW�
substantially,” he says. “In fact, almost 
DQ\ERG\�VHULRXVO\�¿VKLQJ�>:LVFRQVLQ¶V@�
Geneva Lake in October or November 
for smallmouth is using perch. And they 
are catching pike, too.”

TACKLE TIPS

To make the most of autumn bite op-
portunities, arm yourself with tackle 
tailored to the task. You’ll want a com-
bination of rod, reel and line that offers 
D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�JLYH�DQG�IHHO�WR�DOORZ�¿VK�
WR�WDNH�EDLWV��EXW�HQRXJK�¿UPQHVV�WR�VHW�
hooks at depth. 

Rods

Everetts builds his rod/reel/line combina-
tions around long 7 1/2- to 8-foot rods 
ZLWK�¿UP�EXWW�VHFWLRQV�DQG�PRGHUDWH�
actions. (Schmidt favors a parabolic 8 
1/2-foot “steelhead” spinning rod.) A soft 

WLS�DOORZV�¿VK�WR�WDNH�WKH�EDLW�DJDLQVW�
minimal resistance and cushions against 
VWURQJ�UXQV�IURP�ELJ�¿VK��

“The last third of the rod is soft so I 
FDQ�UHHO�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�¿VK�EHIRUH�,�VHW�WKH�
hook,” Everetts says. “That’s crucial. I 
reel until I hear the drag click, then set 
the hook.”

Reels 

This time of year, Everetts uses both 
baitcast/trolling reels and spinning reels 
ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�OLYH�EDLW��2QH�NH\�IHDWXUH�
is a must, though.

³<RX�GH¿QLWHO\�ZDQW�D�FOLFNHU�V\VWHP�
when using live bait,” Everetts says. 
“I’m extremely picky about that. It helps 
eliminate the practice of loosening the 
drag for the bite and tightening it down 
again before you set the hook.”

Clicker trolling reels (size 20) with 
D�OLQH�FRXQWHU�DUH�KHOSIXO�ZKHQ�¿VK�JHW�
¿QLFN\�DQG�GHSWK�DQG�OLQH�OHQJWK�DUH�
critical. Everetts likes the Daiwa Lexa 
trolling reel for its small footprint and 
clicker. He also likes the Okuma Cold 
Water for its “soft clicker that’s ideal 
for live bait,” he says. He insists upon a 
“bait runner” click feature on his spin-
ning reels, too.

Lines and Leaders

(YHUHWWV�SUHIHUV�OLJKW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDG-
ers in front of braided line or a straight 
���SRXQG�PRQR¿ODPHQW�IRU�PRVW�RI�
his live-bait presentations. For pike, 
he likes 20-pound leaders; for small-
mouth bass, a 12-pound leader works. 
He keeps his leader choices on the high 
side, particularly when expecting a lake 
bottom sharp with zebra mussel shells. 
Schmidt takes a lighter approach, using 
���WR����SRXQG�PRQR¿ODPHQW�PDLQ�OLQH�
and a 6- to 8-pound mono leader.

RIGGING UP

Having multiple rigs on hand makes it 
easier to adapt to varying conditions. 
Each of the rigs listed below have a 
time and a place for their use in late fall.

Stealth Rig 

Simple rigs pair nicely with natural baits. 
Cory Schmidt’s “stealth” setup begins 
with a 2/0 or 1/0 Gamakatsu Octopus 
hook secured with a snell knot, which 
he says presents a bait more naturally. A 
compact green pumpkin tungsten bullet 
weight and bead precede a small black 
ball-bearing swivel attached to a 6- to 
��SRXQG�PRQR¿ODPHQW�OHDGHU�DQG�WKH�
hook. He keeps his leader short to main-
tain close contact with his bait. 

Quick Tip: Schmidt suggests hooking 
your bait through the mouth and out the 
nostril to keep it alive and active.

Split-Shot Rig

An even simpler form of the stealth rig is 
a leaderless rig that features a split shot 
1 to 3 feet above an octopus, Kahle or 
circle hook. Everetts uses a single weight 
when possible to reduce the risk of the 
rig hanging up in rocks. Like Schmidt, 
he favors octopus hooks from 1 to 2/0. 
He varies shot size according to the wind 
DQG�WKH�GHSWK�KH�LV�¿VKLQJ��+H�VD\V�\RX�
usually want to maintain bottom contact 
even when you are long-lining, so the 
weight adjustment is key. 

Quick Tip: Everetts says to position 
DQ�DGMXVWDEOH�WXEXODU�/LQG\�6QHOO�ÀRDW�
DERYH�WKH�KRRN�ZKHQ�¿VK�IDYRU�DQ�DERYH�
bottom presentation.

Float Rig

:KHQ�¿VK�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�KLJKHU�LQ�WKH�
water column, or bottom hazards favor 
DQ�RII�ERWWRP�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��ÀRDWV��DND�
“bobbers”) that can handle big baits assist 

Float rigs are good for fishing live baits in 
fall. Use a large float, like Thill’s Big Fish 

Slider, to support equally large baits.  A 4- 
to 6-inch sucker often works well for pike.

46   NOVEMBER 2022    GAFMAG.COM



                                                 

©2022 O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc.

A WINNER 
BY  

KNOCKOUT.

MOSSBERG | 450 BUSHMASTER

                                               
Straight-walled 450 Bushmaster cartridges deliver  
devastating knockdown power and open up  
whitetail hunting opportunities in 
an increasing number of locales.

                                                        SAFETY TIP 

Store firearms securely, inaccessible  
to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal,  
state, and local: laws, regulations, requirements, and/or  

restrictions, including but not limited to those regarding the  
purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm.



JUHDWO\�LQ�EDLW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��7DSHUHG�ÀRDWV�
offering little resistance provide a distinct 
advantage. Everetts prefers the Thill Big 
Fish Slider (4-, 5- and 6-inch sizes), a 
VOLS�ÀRDW�IURP�7KLOO¶V�*ROG�0HGDO�OLQH��
+H�UXQV�DQ�HJJ�VLQNHU�UDQJLQJ�IURP�����
WR�����RXQFH�EHQHDWK�KLV�ÀRDW�DQG�DKHDG�
RI�D����WR���IRRW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDGHU�WR�
keep his bait at the desired depth.

’Gill Rig

2Q�ZDWHUV�ZKHUH�¿VKLQJ�OLYH�EOXHJLOOV�LV�
OHJDO��6FKPLGW�KRRNV�RQH�WLQH�RI�D�VPDOO�
treble hook (No. 4 or No. 2) through the 
EOXHJLOO¶V�QRVH��+H�VD\V�LW¶V�EDVLFDOO\�
HPSOR\LQJ�WKH�TXLFN�VWULNH�FRQFHSW��
You set the hook just as you would if 
\RX�ZHUH�¿VKLQJ�D�MLJ�

FEED ’EM RIGHT

Late-season predators can be a picky 
ORW��:DOOH\HV��ODUJHPRXWKV��VPDOOPRXWKV�
DQG�HYHQ�QRUWKHUQ�SLNH�DQG�PXVNHOOXQJH�
FDQ�JHW�YHU\�¿QLFN\�DERXW�WKHLU�IRRG�DQG�
KRZ�LW¶V�SUHVHQWHG��+RZHYHU��LI�\RX�JLYH�
WKHP�D�SULPH�PHDO�RQ�D�ZHOO�FRQFHLYHG�
ULJ��\RX�MXVW�PLJKW�ERDW�D�SHUVRQDO�EHVW�
before ice-up. 
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Bass anglers should focus on points and 
humps that host invertebrates and baitfish 

now. While the ideal depth differs from lake to 
lake, 22 to 30 feet is a good place to start.

MILLENNIUMMARINE.COM

B100 BOAT SEATS
Waterfowl hunters looking for maximum 

comfort, durability, and concealment 

in their boat seats need look no further 

than the Millennium Marine B-100 Boat 

Seats.  Available in green, Mossy Oak®

Bottomland® and Mossy Oak® Shadow 

Grass®�+DELWDWö�FDPRXć� DJH��



Now Available in 28-gauge. Legendary in quality  

and performance, three generations of the Benelli  

Super Black Eagle have carved their name in history.  

This historic line continues to expand in 2022 with the  

addition of 14 new models of the SBE 3 in 28-gauge,  

20-gauge and 3" 12-gauge. See one today at your local 

dealer or visit BenelliUSA.com.

28-GAUGE
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HOW-TO

RULE   RUT

The rut period in the Midwest can be both maddening and full of potential.

Follow these tips to ensure you’re on 

the winning side of this boom-or-bust window.
By Scott Bestul



A
s I do on any November morn-
ing, I walked to my treestand 
full of hope and excitement. I 
had a Kansas archery tag in 

my pocket, access to a gorgeous farm 
and a weather forecast that called for 
cool temps and high pressure. “Today 
is the day,” was my mantra as I slipped 
through the pre-dawn toward a stand 
that I’d hung the day before.
I never saw a whitetail that morning. 

Actually, I take that back. I spotted the 
ears of what had to be the area’s smallest 
fawn bobbing through waist-high CRP 
as the tiny deer cut across the prairie. I 
suppose seeing part of a little deer is bet-
ter than a complete skunking, but when 
you’re hunting some of the Midwest’s 
best deer ground during the peak of 
whitetail rut, it’s a small victory indeed.

Sadly, this scene is far more common 
than outdoor TV, hunting videos and mag-
azine articles would have us believe. After 
all, isn’t November that magic month 
when monsters fall? Well of course it is, 
but for every whopper buck that hits the 
dirt, there are hundreds of hunter hours 
spent, and it’s completely common for 
reality to dash our expectations. 
Yes, it’s the breeding season, and 

yeah, giant bucks can make equally huge 
mistakes. However, deer are still deer. 
For every hunter who gets lucky, there 
are hundreds who are left scratching 
their heads, wondering what the heck is 
wrong with either the deer herd or their 
game plan. Well, assuming nothing’s 
wrong with the deer herd (there rarely 
is), here’s how to change your game plan 
and set up the best rut hunt of your life. 

PREP FOR THE GRIND

Most hunters picture the rut as a time of 
high whitetail activity and hot action, 
with bucks banging antlers, tearing up 
scrapes and dogging does. Those activi-
ties make our mental highlight reel, but 
we typically forget the long hours sepa-
rating that action. That’s no problem if 
you’re an eternal optimist, but many of 
us can grow discouraged and decrease 
our hunting effort. This obviously makes 
D�SRRU�UXW�KXQW�D�VHOI�IXO¿OOLQJ�SURSKHF\�

So, settle in for the long haul. Make a 
game plan based on solid scouting and the 
latest camera intel, and then utilize sound 
hunting tactics. If the woods explode 
around you one morning, fantastic. Just 
don’t expect—or need—that to happen 
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In his quest for does, a big buck is bound to 
make a mistake. Stay patient and persistent 

so you’ll be there when he does.
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to keep plugging away. All you need is 
one buck to make a mistake in a narrow 
window of time, and the only way to 
capitalize on that situation is to be out 
there every available minute. 

For example, during the Kansas hunt 
GHVFULEHG�DERYH��,�ZHQW�¿YH�FRQVHFX-
tive days without seeing a mature buck. 
This is big, wide-open country, and even 
when I’m not enjoying spitting-distance 
encounters with good deer, I’ll at least 
see one from afar. Not this hunt. 
However, I kept grinding it out, hav-

ing faith in my spots, and on the last 
morning of my trip, I hit the rattling 
antlers one last time. I still had the 
horns in my hands when I looked up to 
see a buck weaving through grass and 
brush toward me. The pretty 10-point 
stopped at 15 yards, then turned to 

quarter away just as I drew my bow. 
After a week of enduring a complete 
GUXEELQJ��,�DUURZHG�D�¿QH�EXFN�LQ�MXVW�D�
few minutes. Sometimes, that’s exactly 
how the rut goes.

CALL IT RIGHT

I’ve lost track of all the grunt tubes 
and can calls, as well as a killer set of 
rattling antlers, I’ve given to my dad 
over the years. And I’d bet a C-note he 
hasn’t used any of those tools in the last 
dozen seasons. Oh, they’re always in 
his pack—along with a list of excuses 
for why he’s reluctant to call to a buck. 
Sadly, my father has plenty of company, 
and doubly tragic is the fact that anyone 
who isn’t calling to deer at least some 
of the time is undoubtedly missing out 
on opportunities. 

Deer are social animals that frequently 
talk to each other, and they constantly 
listen for other deer talking to them. Sure, 
sometimes they’re not in the mood to 
socialize, and some of them are simply 
more timid or reluctant to respond. But 
just because all deer don’t run to calls or 
horns, it does not mean calling doesn’t 
work. It does, and the rut is one of the 
times it works the best. 

To up your calling percentage on 
bucks, focus mainly on deer you can 
see. This allows you to gauge not only 
whether the buck hears you (wind, 
crunching leaves and distance can all 
prevent a whitetail from hearing you), 
but also his reaction. A buck that’s been 
EHDWHQ�LQ�D�UHFHQW�¿JKW�PD\�WXFN�KLV�
tail and scamper, but if he bristles up 
or cocks his head to look at you, he’s 
probably coming. 

Also, try to call from setups where 
bucks can’t smell you. Unless you have a 
decoy out, the buck will invariably circle 
downwind to smell what he’s getting 
into. Look for a hard barrier (a fence or 
creek bank) that prevents a buck from 
circling downwind. Even a soft edge (a 
¿HOG�HGJH�RU�RSHQ�WLPEHU��WKDW�D�EXFN�
is reluctant to enter can work. In these 
cases, chances are he’ll cheat a bit and 
walk within range as he comes to the call. 

SCENT CHECK

The power of the whitetail nose is well 
documented, and that sniffer is not re-
served for smelling danger. It’s also a 
SRZHUIXO�WRRO�WKDW�EXFNV�XVH�WR�¿QG�GRHV��
as well as detect the presence of rivals in 
the neighborhood. Both those uses can 
be exploited to help arrange a meeting 
with a nice buck during the rut. 

One of my favorite uses of scent is at 
a mock scrape. I create these in areas that 
bucks have traditionally scraped in the 
past, show signs of current use and are 
close to a good stand or blind site. I also 
hang a camera nearby so I can monitor 
buck (and doe) activity at the scrape. 

Making a mock is super simple; just 
use a spade or rake to scratch out a 3-foot 
circle under a limb that hangs 5 to 6 feet 
above the ground. I add some commercial 
deer pee (or my own) to the dirt, then 
a buck lure to the overhanging branch. 
That’s it. I’ll often make a half-dozen 
mocks in a single day, then revisit every 
three or four days and check the cameras 
and sign to see which are being hit well. 
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When calling or rattling, focus on a 
buck you can see and look for his re-
action. If possible, set up where deer 

can’t easily circle downwind of you.



Years ago, my friend Sam Collora, 
owner of Mrs. Doe Pee’s buck lures, 
taught me the value of using drag rags 
during the rut. Sam ties one end of a 
rope to his ankle and a clean, odor-free 
rag to the other end of the rope. As he 
walks to his stand, he soaks the rag in 
doe urine, refreshing it periodically. 
When he arrives at his stand, he unties 
the rag from his boot and hangs it 3 to 
5 feet high on a bush or tree limb within 
bow range of his stand. As one of the 
country’s few hunters who’s tagged three 
bucks over 200 inches, Sam is someone 
whose advice is worth heeding. 

DOE PATROL

One of the most common mistakes hunt-
ers make in October and November is 
developing a severe case of tunnel vision. 
Usually, that means focusing entirely on 
bucks. We devote our attention to buck 
sightings, buck sign and trail cam pics 
of—all together now—bucks.
Unfortunately, outside of a narrow 

window in late October, when a buck 
is pretty faithful to running rub lines 
and checking scrapes in his core area, 
much of that focus can be misplaced. 
As the rut starts and builds, a buck’s 

SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�LV�¿QGLQJ�GRHV��6R��LI�
we dedicate most of our effort to buck 
stuff, we’ll be behind the proverbial 
8-ball as breeding begins. Keep track 
of where does eat, sleep and travel, and 
you’ll have all the buck action you can 
handle as breeding activity ramps up.
Luckily, monitoring does can be sim-

ple. If you’ve bowhunted in the weeks 
leading up to peak breeding, you likely 
know some of the most popular feeding 
areas for does. If not, get your camera 
on likely candidates such as food plots, 
IUHVKO\�KDUYHVWHG�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQ�¿HOGV�
and, of course, oak stands and clearcuts. 

Keep cams on scrapes (both mock 
and real), too, and pay attention to those 
getting hit by nannies. When does are 
tending scrapes (and, yes, I have plenty 
of pics of this happening), you should be 
KXQWLQJ�WKDW�DUHD��)LQDOO\��¿JXUH�RXW�GRH�
bedding areas as quickly as possible, as 
bucks will cruise these throughout the 
rut. If you’re not sure of these locations, 
hang cameras on trails leading to thick 
FRYHU�DQG�\RX�VKRXOG�¿JXUH�RXW�WKH�KRW�
bedrooms in a hurry. 
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Know where does feed and bed, and how they 
travel between these locations. If trail cameras 
show does actively tending a scrape, plan to 
hunt that area as soon as possible.

Look for scrapes and rubs along fun-
nels, or near beds or field edges. Add 

a mock scrape with scent in these 
areas for a potent combination.
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sight) rise exponentially. And once that 
happens, whitetails will either abandon 
those spots or quit visiting them during 
daylight. Obviously, I’m not saying to 
avoid these spots, just hunt them care-
fully and sporadically. 
However, funnels—natural free-

ways that bucks travel as they search 
for does—are not only high-odds stand 
sites, they can also be hunted with much 
greater frequency. Because whitetails 
cruise through funnels, the chances of 
them busting you plummet. Even better, 
funnels can produce through virtually 
any stage of the rut. 

Bucks use them as they make rounds 
LQ�WKHLU�FRUH�DUHD�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
hot doe. They also use them when they 
PDNH�\HW�DQRWKHU�ORRS�WR�¿QG�WKHLU�QH[W�
girlfriend. Heck, funnels are even awe-
some when hunting pressure builds and 
bucks are seeking sanctuary. 

Funnels are relatively easy to iden-
tify. Just hop on your favorite mapping 
software or app to study terrain and 
vegetation types. Then answer the fol-
lowing question: When a buck moves 
from one cover type (or food source 
or bedding area), what is the easiest 
SDWK�IRU�KLP�WR�JHW�WKHUH�HI¿FLHQWO\�DQG�
quickly? If you can answer that, then 
you’re on the way to becoming a great 
funnel hunter.
I like benches on hillsides, a hogs-

back on a ridge, a brushy fenceline 
connecting two blocks of timber and 
creek and river bottoms to name just a 
IHZ��2QFH�,¶YH�LGHQWL¿HG�VRPH�SRWHQWLDO�
funnels, I slip in midday and check for 
trails, rubs and scrapes. I don’t expect 
WR�¿QG�WKH�VDPH�DPRXQW�RI�VSRRU�WKDW�
I would on a food source edge or bed-
ding spot, but that’s OK. If there’s a 
rub or scrape or trail (a junction of two 
or more is fantastic), I know I’ve got 
a killer stand setup. 

FUNNEL FANATIC

If I had to choose one stand site to hunt 
the entire rut, I’d pick one overlook-
ing a terrain funnel. Feeding areas are 
great, and bedrooms can be amazing, 
but making repeat trips to these sensi-
tive spots can quickly burn them out. 
Think about it: Bedding areas and food 
sources are places where whitetails lin-
ger, typically for long periods. So, if 
you’re there with them, the odds of them 
nailing you (through scent, sound or 

Funnels—fencelines, river bottoms, 
hillside benches and more—dictate 
deer movement and make excellent 
stand sites during all rut phases.
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HOW-TO

GROUSE
ON THE PRAIRIE

Overlooked by many hunters, sharp-tailed 

grouse and greater prairie chickens 

can be incredibly fun and
rewarding to hunt—if you know 

where they hang out and 

how to pursue them.

By Matt Breuer



W
hen most hear the word 
“grouse,” they envision the 
ruffed grouse, which many 
consider the king of game 

birds. I won’t disagree, but I likewise 
won’t count out prairie grouse as formi-
dable contenders for this same title. 

Today, Midwest prairie grouse mainly 
consist of sharp-tailed grouse and greater 
prairie chickens. Historically, lesser prai-
rie chickens, heath hens and hybrids were 
also huntable. But with the loss of the 
heath hen enitrely and only a non-hunt-
able population of lesser prairie chickens 
left, we’ll focus on sharptails and greater 
chickens (and their hybrids). Similar in 
size and appearance, both are worthy 
game birds and fun to hunt. They also put 
on exceptional courtship displays. Let’s 
examine both species and discuss how 
to bag more prairie grouse this season. 

SPECIAL SHARPIES

Named after its two long tailfeathers 
that rise above the rest of the plumage 
and create a sharp point, the sharp-tailed 
grouse is mostly white on the chest, but 
with patterned dark diamonds throughout. 
These features make them easy to identify 
LQ�ÀLJKW��7KH�ELUG�KDV�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�ÀXVK��
in which its white, tan and gray colors all 
ÀLFNHU��EXW�WKH�ZKLWH�GRPLQDWHV�PRVW�RI�
all. Long bouts of sailing often follow the 
LQLWLDO�WDNHRII��DQG�WKLV�ELUG�FDQ�À\�DQG�
soar for miles. Once the most abundant 
game bird in much of the Midwest, the 
sharptail’s population and range have 

taken big hits. But, they are still found in 
huntable numbers in several Midwestern 
states, including the Dakotas and portions 
of Nebraska, Minnesota and Michigan. 

Often referred to as the “in-between 
ELUG´�GXH�WR�LWV�DI¿QLW\�IRU�KDELWDW�HGJHV��
the sharptail likes to be where agricul-
ture meets CRP (Conservation Reserve 
Program) land, or where open grass-
lands meet a fresh timber cutting. In the 
fall, sharp-tailed grouse hang in coveys 
and hold well in cover for hunters with 
or without dogs. That said, a good bird 
GRJ�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�EHQH¿FLDO��DV�\RX�PLJKW�
walk several miles on open landscapes 
EHIRUH�¿QGLQJ�ZKHUH�ELUGV�ZDQW�WR�EH��
CRP near small-grain ag and low- to 
medium-height grasslands are optimal. 
Sharp-tailed grouse will tolerate some 
willow or aspen, but an overly brushy 
area won’t hold birds, and they almost 
never hang anywhere near conifers. 

Sharptails are very wary, so one bird 
in the covey will always be on sentry. 
This can make sneaking up on them dif-
¿FXOW��$�VHQWU\�ELUG�RIWHQ�ORRNV�RXW�IURP�
a small rise or mound while its covey 
mates are feeding. Hunters must make 
their approach accordingly.

8SRQ�ÀXVKLQJ��VK SWDLOV�PDNH�D�YHU\�
distinct “chuckling” noise, as if they are 
laughing. Try not to take offense when 
you hear it after a bad miss. 
Less crucial to hunters, but worth not-

ing, is the sharp-tailed grouse’s stunning 
mating ritual. In the spring, birds gather on 
dancing grounds—known as “leks”—and 
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Sharptails prefer habitat edges, such 
as where open grassland or agricul-
tural fields meet CRP land.

The greater prairie chicken’s spring mating 
ritual is a sight to behold, as male birds in-

flate their air sacs, raise their “ear” feathers, 
stomp their feet and spar with other males.
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point their sharp tails high in the air while 
stretching their wings and looking down 
DW�WKH�JURXQG��7KHQ�WKH\�¿OO�WKH�EULJKW�
purple air sacs on their necks, stomp 
their feet and coo and click while trying 
WR�DWWUDFW�D�PDWH��,W¶V�D�VLJKW�WR�EHKROG�

$V�WDEOH�IDUH��WKH�VK SLH�RIWHQ�JHWV�D�
EDG�UDS��,W�KDV�GDUN��¿UP�PHDW��DQG�VRPH�
XQMXVWO\�UHIHU�WR�LW�DV�WKH�³À\LQJ�OLYHU�´�
+RZHYHU��VHDUHG�RU�JULOOHG�SURSHUO\��
the sharptail is excellent. It’s certainly 
D�ZRUWK\�SXUVXLW�ERWK�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�
RQ�WKH�WDEOH�

CAPTIVATING CHICKENS

Greater prairie chickens aren’t all that 
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�VK S�WDLOHG�JURXVH��:LWK�
VLPLODU�ÀLJKW�SDWWHUQV��DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�D�
VSULQJ�ULWXDO�ULYDOLQJ�WKDW�RI�WKH�VK SLH��
WKH�SUDLULH�FKLFNHQ�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�EH�
mistaken for a sharptail. Named for its 
\HOORZ��FKLFNHQ�OLNH�OHJV�DQG�IHHW��WKH�
greater prairie chicken also has a mostly 
ZKLWH�FKHVW��EXW�ZLWK�GLVWLQFW�GDUN�EDUV�
that stretch horizontally across the white 
EDFNJURXQG�DQG�UXQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUH�
ELUG��2YHUDOO��WKRXJK��WKLV�ELUG�LV�PXFK�

GDUNHU�WKDQ�WKH�VK SWDLO��,Q�ÀLJKW��WKH�
SUDLULH�FKLFNHQ¶V�ÀDW��VTXDUHG�RII�WDLO�
helps distinguish it from a sharpie, too. 

The prairie chicken’s range didn’t al�
ways stretch into the Midwest’s northern 
UHDFKHV��EXW�DV�VHWWOHUV�PRYHG�QRUWK�DQG�
DJULFXOWXUH�GHYHORSHG��WKH�ELUGV�IROORZHG��
It now extends from North Dakota and 
0LQQHVRWD�GRZQ�WR�.DQVDV��+RZHYHU��OLNH�
the sharpie, the greater prairie chicken’s 
population is much smaller than other 
XSODQG�JDPH�ELUGV��DQG�LWV�RZQ�KLVWRULF�
SRSXODWLRQ���ZKLFK�PDNHV�¿QGLQJ�RQH�D�
WUHDW��0XFK�OHVV�WROHUDEOH�RI�WLPEHU��WKH�
SUDLULH�FKLFNHQ�WKULYHV�LQ�RSHQ�HQYLURQV��
3XUH�SUDLULH��RDN�VDYDQQDKV�RU�JODFLDO�
ULGJHV�DUH�LGHDO�IRU�WKLV�XSODQG�ELUG��

The greater prairie chicken’s spring 
mating ritual is just as spectacular as 
WKH�VK SWDLO¶V��2Q�VR�FDOOHG�³ERRPLQJ�
JURXQGV�´�PDOHV�VXUURXQG�D�IHPDOH�DQG�
LQÀDWH�WKHLU�\HOORZ�DLU�VDFV�DQG�UDLVH�WKHLU�
HORQJDWHG�³HDU´�IHDWKHUV��ZKLFK�ORRN�OLNH�
horns. They coo and moan, stomping 
WKHLU�IHHW�DQG�WDNLQJ�ÀLJKW�WR�DWWDFN�RWKHU�
PDOHV�LQ�D�¿JKW�IRU�ORYH�

'XULQJ�WKH�IDOO��WKRXJK��WKHVH�ELUGV�FDQ�
EH�IRXQG�DV�VLQJOHV��SDLUV�RU�FRYH\V��7KH\�
generally like taller grass than sharpies, 
so they’ll hold much tighter for a dog 
or someone kicking them up with their 
IHHW��:LWK�OLJKWHU�PHDW�WKDQ�WKH�VK SWDLO��
EXW�VWLOO�GDUNHU�WKDQ�PRVW�JDPH�ELUGV��WKH�
JUHDWHU�SUDLULH�FKLFNHQ�LV�D�YHUVDWLOH�RSWLRQ�
for the meat eaters out there. 

PROBLEMATIC PAIRINGS

+\EULGL]DWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�JUHDWHU�SUDLULH�
chickens and lesser prairie chickens 
ZDV�QRW�FRPPRQ�ZKHQ�ERWK�KDG�VWDEOH�
SRSXODWLRQV��EXW�WRGD\�WKDW¶V�UDUH��$IWHU�
ORVLQJ�VR�PXFK�KDELWDW�LQ�WKH�SDVW�FHQWXU\��
many greater prairie chicken and sharptail 
SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�RYHUODS��7KLV��
LQ�WXUQ��VRPHWLPHV�FDXVHV�K\EULGL]DWLRQ�WR�
RFFXU��3LFWXUH�D�VK S�WDLOHG�JURXVH�ZLWK�
VRPH�EDUULQJ�RQ�LWV�ERG\�DQG�\HOORZ�OHJV�
DQG�IHHW��7KHVH�ELUGV�DUH�D�QHDW�FUHDWLRQ�
ERUQ�RI�XQIRUWXQDWH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��

HUNTING TACTICS

$V�ZLWK�DQ\�SXUVXLW��FKHFN�DOO�DSSOLFDEOH�
regulations for the state you’re hunting in 
EHIRUH�FKDVLQJ�SUDLULH�JURXVH��:LWK�ELUGV�
WKDW�DUH�KHDYLO\�SURWHFWHG��ODZV�FDQ�YDU\�
IURP�VWDWH�WR�VWDWH��DQG�HYHQ�FRXQW\�WR�
FRXQW\��2QFH�\RX� QRZ�ZKHUH�\RX¶OO�KXQW��
¿QG�DUHDV�ZLWK�DPSOH�QDWLYH�JUDVVODQGV�
IRU�HLWKHU�VSHFLHV��/DUJH��YDVW�H[SDQVHV�

PRAIRIE PARADISE
In pursuit of prairie grouse bliss? 

Look no further than these choice destinations.

MINNESOTA 

Minnesota’s sharp-tailed grouse season 
opens in conjunction with the ruffed 
grouse season and boasts a three-bird 
limit. Look to northwest Minnesota for 
all your prairie grouse needs. The state’s 
prairie chicken season is just over a 
week in length and requires a permit 
acquired through a lottery open only to 
residents. The limit is two birds, either 
sex, for the entire season.

SOUTH DAKOTA

The Mount Rushmore State has both 
sharpies and chickens. The daily limit 
is three birds (of any combination), 
and the possession limit is 15 birds, 
which may not be possessed until after 
the fifth day of hunting. With plenty of 
access and a lot of ground to work with, 
South Dakota doesn’t disappoint when 
it comes to upland game.

NORTH DAKOTA

North Dakota is probably the most 
popular place to chase early-season 
sharptails. With a daily limit of three 
birds and a possession limit of 12, and 
the season opening relatively early in 
September, the Roughrider State could 
be the premier spot for sharpies in the 
entire country.

NEBRASKA

The Cornhusker State offers the prairie 
grouse hunter ample options, with 
prairie chickens and sharptails on 
the menu. Limits vary depending on 
the zone you’re hunting. In the West 
Zone, the daily limit is three and the 
possession limit is 12. East of Highway 
81, in the East Zone, a free special 
grouse permit (limited to 400; first 
come, first served) is required. The daily 
limit is three, as is the possession limit.
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of mid- to tall-height grass that seem 
daunting to walk are likely where you 
want to be. Wear good boots and pack 
enough water for yourself and your dogs. 

Although hunting prairie grouse with-
out a dog is feasible, it’s not ideal. Birds 
often tuck into areas in the middle of 
nowhere, and without a dog, they can be 
QHDUO\�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�¿QG��3RLQWLQJ�DQG�
ÀXVKLQJ�GRJV�ZRUN��EXW�SRLQWHUV�DOORZ�
hunters to cover more area. And, even 
if the dog points a covey a half-mile off, 
birds often hold until you can get there.

Shots range from right at your feet on 
tight holds to 60 yards away on wary, early 
ÀXVKLQJ�ELUGV��$����������RU����JDXJH�
VKRWJXQ�ZRUNV�¿QH��ZLWK�KHDY\�EUDVV�1R��
�����DQG�������VKRW�UHLJQLQJ�VXSUHPH��,Q�

P\�H[SHULHQFH��)HGHUDO�3UHPLXP¶V�3UDLULH�
Storm loads, made for upland hunting, 
have worked great for prairie grouse. 
,I�\RX¶UH�VKRRWLQJ�RXW�RI�RQH�EDUUHO��

D�PRGL¿HG�FKRNH�ZRUNV�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ��
For double guns, use an improved choke 
LQ�RQH�DQG�PRGL¿HG�LQ�WKH�RWKHU��'XULQJ�
WKH�¿UVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��1R����
����VKRW�RXW�RI�DQ�LPSURYHG�F\OLQGHU�FDQ�
work, as birds are often uneducated and 
many in the coveys will be young. Later 
LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ��XVH�PRGL¿HG�FKRNHV�ZLWK�
1R����VKRW��$V�ZLWK�DQ\�XSODQG�DGYHQWXUH��
bring various chokes and shot sizes. 

GIVE IT A GO

Sharp-tailed grouse and greater prairie 
chickens are incredible birds to hunt. 

They’re witty, resource-
ful, graceful, exciting 
DQG�GHOLFLRXV��,I�\RX¶YH�
never tried hunting them, 
,�KLJKO\�VXJJHVW�LW��,I�\RX�
GRQ¶W�¿QG�VXFFHVV�ULJKW�
away, at least you’ll have 
had some great exercise, 
enjoying the last rem-
nants of the beautiful 
prairie that once covered 
so much of this country. 
3OXV��\RX�KDYHQ¶W�UHDOO\�
felt true disappointment 
in upland hunting until 
you’ve been laughed at 
by a sharp-tailed grouse 
DV�LW�ÀLHV�DZD\��
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RECLAIMING THE PRAIRIE
After significant habitat loss and population declines, several 

groups are working to restore prairie grouse to their former glory.

Throughout the 1800s, sharp-tailed grouse and greater prairie chickens thrived. With 
anecdotal reports of flushes “blocking out the sun” in states like Minnesota, the 
sharp-tailed grouse was the king of the Midwest. Even in the 1940s, sharptails were 
still very abundant; in Minnesota alone, the state harvest topped 150,000 birds.

Prairie chickens were once similarly abundant throughout much of the United 
States but are now limited to just a few states. As more modern agricultural 
practices—like tilling right up to the roads and removing key wind breaks and 
fencerows—spread across most of the country, chicken habitat disappeared. Today, 
most birds are confined to areas that were left alone or to homesteads and lands 
that were abandoned and became overgrown.

Now, conservation groups like the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, The 
North American Grouse Partnership, The Nature Conservancy and even Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever strive to reclaim areas into native prairie, helping restore 
prairie grouse populations. Many states now enjoy stable populations, which is a 
huge success after the declines in the early to mid-1900s.
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Dogs are almost essential 
for prairie grouse hunting 

due to the amount of ground 
you must cover to find birds.
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1½ Feet

High!

Shown smaller than actual 
size of about 16¾" H x 7¼" W.

Requires 1 “AA” battery  
(not included).
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Make the limited-edition Lakeside Memories 

Wall Clock yours in three installments of $33.33, 
totaling $99.99*, backed by our unconditional, 
365-day satisfaction guarantee. Send no money 
now. Return the Reservation Application today! 

Lakeside  
      Memories  
      Wall Clock

Hand-crafted clock shaped like a 

fishing boat features James Meger 

imagery on the clock face

• 

Hand-painted sculptural fishing rods, 

lures and bobbers plus two fish on 

the end of the lines

• 

Precision timepiece with accurate 

quartz movement

Three-

dimensional 

clock is sure to 

be a standout 

wherever you 

display it.

*Plus a total of $15.99 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com. Limited-edition presentation  

restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, IL  60714-1393

Where Passion Becomes Art

ORDER TODAY AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/LAKESIDE

©James Meger    © 2021 BGE  01-29896-001-BIS

YES.  Please reserve the Lakeside Memories Wall Clock  

for me as described in this announcement.  
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DESTINATIONS

Bucks are on the prowl in Mark 
Twain National Forest this month. 
Look for them cruising funnels  
and near doe bedding areas.

HARDWOODS 

Southern 

Missouri’s 

Mark Twain 

National Forest 
is the perfect locale 

for a rugged DIY 

whitetail hunt, with 

realistic opportunities 

to take a trophy buck.

By Brandon Butler
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M
ark Twain once said, “Buy 
land, they’re not making any 
more of it.” Deer hunters 
understand this reality all too 

well. While many whitetail hunters 
dream of owning land, most of us don’t 
own the ground we hunt. As develop-
ment turns old hunting grounds into 
subdivisions and more property is leased 
each year, public land becomes even 
more valuable to hunters in the Midwest. 
One such special destination is Mark 
Twain National Forest in central and 
southern Missouri.
With its abundance of deer and over-

the-counter licenses, the Show-Me State 
has plenty to offer, both in terms of deer 
numbers and big-buck potential. For in-
stance, the Missouri Monarch, the largest 
non-typical ever recorded, was found 
dead in St. Louis County. Meanwhile, the 
Gibson Buck, the fourth-largest typical 
on record, came from Randolph County. 
Missouri also ranks in the top 10 states 
for entries in both Boone and Crockett 
and Pope and Young. 

Many tend to associate northern 
Missouri with large deer, but the lion’s 
share of the state’s abundant public 
lands are in the southern half of the 
state. While numerous conservation ar-
eas lie in northern Missouri, these areas 
don’t compare to the 1.5 million-acre 
expanse of the Mark Twain National 
Forest scattered across the southern 
reaches of the state. 

Northern Missouri conservation ar-
eas are rarely crowded, but you’ll still 
likely see other hunters. Conversely, 
some of Mark Twain is so remote that 
deer rarely encounter humans. The 
vastness of the forest allows hunters 
to spread out and bucks to grow large. 
And the notion that the Ozarks hold no 
ELJ�GHHU�LV�ÀDW�RXW�IDOVH��
In short, the Mark Twain National 

Forest offers loads of room to roam and 
plenty of overlooked opportunity for 
quality deer hunting. Dedicated hunters 

following a sound strategy will have 
good odds of dragging a nice whitetail 
out from the hardwoods.

MILES OF OPPORTUNITY

Far from contiguous, nine separate 
blocks of Mark Twain National Forest 
stretch through 29 counties, with most 
of the forest found in the south-central 
and southeastern portions of the state. 
Only the Cedar Creek section is located 
north of the Missouri River. Rolla, Salem 
and Poplar Bluff are the larger cities near 

PLANNING POINTS
Things to keep in mind when plotting out your 

adventure in Mark Twain National Forest

Missouri’s 2022 regular firearms season 
runs Nov. 12 to 22. While Missouri is 
a two-buck state, only one buck may 
be taken during the firearms portion. 
Non-resident firearms any-deer permits 
cost $265. However, once you purchase 
this license, you can add as many non-
resident firearms antlerless permits as 
allowed per county ($25 each). 

Tech-savvy deer hunters should 
download the MO Hunting App. With this 
free, user-friendly application, you can 
purchase your license and telecheck 
your harvest from your phone. It also 
includes important information like 

season dates, limits and sunrise and 
sunset times. 

The Mark Twain National Forest 
encompasses 1.5 million acres spread 
across much of southern Missouri. 
Whether you use traditional paper maps 
or a digital mapping app like onX (left), 
be sure to put time into finding likely 
areas based on topography before you 
hit the ground. 

The forest’s main office is in Rolla, 
with satellite offices in numerous smaller 
towns. For a complete list of offices 
where maps are available, or to buy 
maps online, visit fs.usda.gov/mtnf. 
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Hard mast can be a key food source in 
big-woods country, and Mark Twain is no 

exception. If you find an area with acorns, 
as well as rubs and scrapes, hunt it.
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Mark Twain National Forest, but numer-
ous other small towns like Ava, Bunker, 
Doniphan, Van Buren and Winona are 
scattered throughout, too. 

Mark Twain has more than 750 miles 
of trails, including those designated for 
hiking, biking, horseback riding and 
limited motorized use. All motorized 
vehicles and mountain bikes require 
a permit. 

Additionally, more than 350 miles 
RI�ÀRDWDEOH�ZDWHU�FRXUVH�WKURXJK�0DUN�
Twain, making this hunting destination 
ZHOO�VXLWHG�IRU�D�OLWWOH�¿VKLQJ��DV�ZHOO�

There are more than 63,000 acres of 
dedicated wilderness within the Mark 
Twain National Forest. Included in this 
is the Irish Wilderness, the state’s larg-
est wilderness area and one of the most 
special public lands in Missouri. It en-
compasses 16,277 acres along the wild-
and-scenic-designated Eleven Point River. 

No motorized vehicles are allowed in 
the wilderness areas, so you can enjoy 
the land in peace and quiet. Designated 
wilderness areas also remain completely 
undeveloped, and all of them are excel-
lent for deer hunting and offer a special 
sense of privacy. 

DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH

The Ozarks are rugged, and in Missouri, 
this ruggedness generally increases as 
you head south toward the Arkansas 
border. Different sections of Mark Twain 
offer varied topographies. In the northern 
reaches of the national forest, you’ll 
¿QG�UROOLQJ�KLOOV�DQG�PRUH�RSHQ�DUHDV��
Cedar thickets among grass lands hide 
lots of deer. Farther south, most of the 
forest is dense hardwoods.
Hunting these thick forests is a sub-

stantial change of pace compared to 
the Midwest’s many agricultural areas. 
This is big-woods territory, with serious 
elevation changes present. You must un-
derstand how deer relate to topographical 
features and use that to your advantage. 
Here, you’re not sitting in a box blind 

RYHUORRNLQJ�D�SLFNHG�EHDQ�¿HOG��<RX¶UH�
hunting ridges, saddles, funnels, hollows, 
river banks and more. You need to be 
where the deer travel. Some say the hunt-
ing is harder, and it is in certain ways, 
but success is still common. Ripley, 
Reynolds, Texas and Wayne counties 
are perennial top deer-producing coun-
ties, and all are home to the Mark Twain 
National Forest. 

'XH�WR�LWV�VKHHU�VL]H��WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�WR�D�
successful hunt in Mark Twain National 
Forest is choosing the area you want to 
hunt. You can’t think of this as a com-
plete 1.5 million acres. You must select 
a reasonably sized area and learn it. If 
you study a few thousand acres, you 
should be able to identify multiple good 
hunting locations. That way, if something 
happens and one location isn’t panning 
out, you can move relatively quickly 
and easily to another. 

Study areas of the forest you’re plan-
ning to hunt with maps or aerial pho-
tography to save time and gas money. 
If possible, though, put boots on the 
ground before hunting season to better 
understand what you’re up against. Some 
spots have steep topography, so it pays 
to be in pretty good shape. Doing this 
work of narrowing down productive 
areas ahead of time, however, will pay 
major dividends during your hunt.

ACCESS ADVICE

Maps also help you locate access points 
for the forest. If you want to avoid the 
likelihood of dealing with other hunt-
ers, move far from the road. Generally 
speaking, most public hunters won’t 
walk more than 200 yards from their 
vehicle to their stand or blind. If you 
want to regularly encounter mature bucks 
on public property, put some distance 
between you and the crowds.

To avoid spooking wise, old bucks, 
you’ll also need a good entry strategy. 
One way to slip into hard-to-access 
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Not all of Mark Twain’s trails permit 
ATVs, but those that do facilitate 
the hauling of gear. All motorized 
vehicles must be registered.

Bagging a nice Ozarks buck is 
possible if a hunter is willing to 
invest time and effort. 
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areas within the Mark Twain National 
Forest is by water. Not many hunters ac-
cess large chunks of the forest by river, 
and because some of these acres are a 
considerable distance from the nearest 
URDG��\RX�FDQ�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�DORQH�IRU�
miles. A canoe or jet boat can help you 
reach these spots. And with camping 
allowed in the forest, you can even 
make an adventure of hunting your 
way downstream over multiple days.
If you don’t have a boat, you can 

also load a backpack with everything 
you need for a spike camp and spend a 
few days in a wilderness area. So many 
Midwestern hunters say they someday 
hope to go out West on a backpack-
style hunt in places like Colorado or 
Wyoming. Well, that opportunity exists 
right here in the Midwest on National 
Forest land. Hiking in a few miles to 
hunt may not be feasible for a morning, 
EXW�LW�ZRUNV�MXVW�¿QH�IRU�D�ZHHNHQG��<RX�
can simply make multiple trips to get 
your gear in and out. 

Mature bucks are wary animals, es-
pecially on public land. They’ve lived 
to maturity by making good decisions, 
and some of these decisions might  

SULVH�\RX��%LJ�EXFNV�¿QG�SODFHV�WR�
hide where hunters don’t look; it’s your 
job to uncover these spots if you’re going 
to tag a trophy in Mark Twain. 

A GOOD GAME PLAN

There are many factors to successfully 
hunting the rut in big, forested country. 
One of the most important is also quite 
simple: Stay in the woods for as long as 
possible. This time of year, bucks are 
running from dawn to dusk. There really 
isn’t a prime time to be hunting. If you 
can stay in the woods, do it. 
Pick a ridge and work your way along 

it. Stop in saddles, which are low areas 
along a ridge. Still-hunting works well 
here. Pack a lunch, take your time and 
wait it out. 

:KLOH�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�D�EXFN�DQ\ZKHUH�
this time of year, two areas to key on are 
doe bedding areas and funnels. Bucks 
are looking for does, so chances are 
they’re going to be cruising to and from 
as many bedding areas as possible. 
Power lines offer some of the only 
open, grassy areas in the forest, and 
GRHV�ÀRFN�WR�WKHVH�FXWV��7KH\�FDQ�RIWHQ�
be spotted milling about and grazing. 

Bucks can similarly be caught crossing 
these open areas. 

Funnels are top-producing spots in the 
2]DUNV��,I�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�D�QDUURZ�VWULS�
of timber connecting two much larger 
wooded tracts, it’s likely a buck will 
cruise through there at some point. An 
RSHQ�¿HOG�ZLWK�D�EDQG�RI�WLPEHU�DORQJ�
a river is a prime example. Bucks reli-
ably move along these riverbank timber 
VWULSV��:KHQ�,�GR�¿QG�WKH�ULJKW�IXQQHO��
I like to hang two stands, with one on 
each side. This way, no matter what the 
wind direction is, I can hunt the area. 

PUBLIC POSSIBILITIES

Too often, serious deer hunters over-
look the Midwest’s public land. Many 
believe this type of hunting is only 
reserved for those lacking private prop-
erty to hunt. This line of thinking is a 
mistake. The truth is that millions of 
acres of public lands across the Midwest 
produce trophy-class whitetail bucks 
each fall. And the ground constituting 
Missouri’s Mark Twain National Forest 
represents one of the best public-land 
opportunities to wrap a tag on a true 
wilderness giant. 
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A number of rivers and creeks 
flow through the forest. These are 
useful for hunter access and they 
serve as funnels for deer, too.



Ecoin. One solitary piece of American 
history we receive as a gift, or find 

among our pocket change as a child. For 
many of us, that coin was one of America’s 
many vintage coins—retired designs that 
somehow stayed in circulation long 
enough to find their way into our hands.

Finding one of these vintage U.S. coins is 
an incredible feeling. Now imagine a bag 
containing 100 of them!

“Banker’s Bags”
We understand the joy of taking a bag of 
coins, dumping them out on the table, 
gathering the kids and grandkids and set-
ting to work sorting through all the dates, 
designs, mint marks and more. That’s why 
we’ve compiled these 100-coin “Banker’s 
Bags” of vintage U.S. coins. 

Every coin in these bags has a story to tell, 
from the Steel Cents struck in 1943 so the 
U.S. Mint could donate its copper to our 
troops during World War II, to the 
“Mercury” dime nicknamed for Liberty’s 
resemblance to the Roman god of finance. 
These bags give you 100 stories to explore 
for hours of family entertainment.

Secure Coins Dating As
Far Back as the 1800s

Every bag is guaranteed to include at least 
one coin that dates back to the 1800s. 
That’s more than 120 years old!

Every Bag

at least one of each of the 
following (dates vary):

3

3

3 Steel Lincoln Cent (1943)

3 Liberty Head Nickel (1883–1912)

3 Buff alo Nickel (1913–1938)

3 Jeff erson “War” Nickel (1942–1945)

3 Barber Dime (1892–1916) 90% Silver!

3Mercury Dime (1916–1945) 90% Silver!

Get More For Less
Other companies are selling 60-coin bank-
er’s bags of vintage coins at prices ranging 
from $53.99 to $81.94. That’s up to $1.37 
per coin! But with this special offer you’ll 
receive not 60, but 100 vintage U.S. coins 
for as low as 65 cents per coin. It’s just 
one more reason that GovMint.com is the 
best source for coins worldwide®. 

Secure Your Bankers Bag Now!
This offer will only last as long as our 
supply of these 100-coin bags of vintage 
U.S. coins. Don’t miss this fantastic 
opportunity to explore American history 

as only coins can tell. Call 1-888-870-7349 
and use the special offer code below to 
secure your Banker’s Bags now!

Bag of Vintage U.S. Coins
1 Bag (100 coins)  $69.95 ea. + s/h

2 Bags (200 coins) $67.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING

3 Bags (300 coins)  $64.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 2 or More Bags!
SPECIAL LIMITED-TIME. Free shipping with 

2 bags instead of the usual 3. Standard domestic 
shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-888-870-7349
Offer Code BVC169-02

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi  liated with the U.S. government. Th e collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Gov-
Mint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publica-
tion but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions 
or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2022 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

GovMint.com • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. BVC169-02, Eagan, MN 55121
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n my binocular I watched the 
tan-and-white speck loitering at 
the base of hill transform into a 
mature pronghorn buck. He stood 

perfectly broadside among a herd of 15 
to 20 antelope some distance from the 
rise where my guide, Brian Schiermiester, 
and I were crouched. We’d glassed the 

herd from another ridge about an hour 
earlier and had just put a stalk on them, 
army-crawling the last 100 feet.

“How far is he?” I asked Brian, who 
KDG�VZDSSHG�KLV�ELQR�IRU�D�UDQJH¿QGHU�

“About 450 yards,” he whispered back.
My heart thumped. Ahead of this hunt 

in the vast, open country of east-central 

Wyoming, I’d worried I might have to 
take a shot beyond my comfort level to 
succeed. Now it was happening.
While a reasonable shot for some hunt-

ers—and manageable with the Nosler 
0RGHO����ULÀH�DQG�)HGHUDO�3UHPLXP�
Terminal Ascent 6.5 Creedmoor load I 
was using—it still felt like a poke. As 
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Pronghorns abound on the rolling prairie of eastern Wyoming, 

but stalking close enough for a shot proves to be anything but easy.

By Drew Warden

Challenge



W
IN

D
IG

O
 I

M
A

G
ES

a Missouri guy who spends more time 
hunting ducks than big game, most of 
my shots at whitetails have been in-
side 200 yards. In fact, the last time I’d 
shot at a deer beyond that, in western 
Nebraska, I watched my bullet kick up 
a cloud of dust and an excellent buck 
speed away forever.

Sitting below us behind the cover of 
the hill were our other hunting com-
panions, Sam Forbes, from Petersen’s 
Hunting, and a cameraman who was 
¿OPLQJ�ERWK�RI�RXU�KXQWV��/LNH�PH��
Sam is not a Western guy, hailing from 
9LUJLQLD��,W�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�HLWKHU�RI�
us had hunted pronghorns. Minutes 

earlier, when Brian asked which of us 
ZDV�XS�¿UVW��ZH¶G�SOD\HG�DQ�LPSURPSWX�
round of rock-paper-scissors to see 
who’d get the initial crack at a buck. 
I had come away victorious and was 
now up to bat.

Missing here would be embarrass-
ing enough, I thought, as I surveyed 

Between a pronghorn’s acute eyesight 
and blazing fast speed, often the only way 
a hunter can get close to one is through 
careful navigation of the varying terrain.
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the buck in the distance. But missing 
with an audience, with video evidence 
to boot … that would be grounds for 
serious teasing back at camp.

Then there was the even worse pos-
sibility of a poor hit. Before this trip, 
I’d read many pronghorn stories to un-
derstand what to expect. While most 
were tales of triumph, some felt more 
like horror stories, detailing misplaced 
hits, hours of tracking and follow-up 
shots. I did not want a similar outcome.

“I don’t feel comfortable taking this 
VKRW�´�,�¿QDOO\�FRQFHGHG�WR�%ULDQ�
I asked if we could try for a closer 

opportunity, and he began surveying the 
terrain like a chess master examining the 
board and deliberating his next move. 
His face hinted that our options weren’t 
ideal, but he eventually suggested we 
back down the hill and move down a 
draw to try gaining ground without 
spooking the herd.
Unfortunately, this didn’t pan out. 

Nor did other stalks we attempted that 
morning. The pronghorns, with their 
exceptional vision, would catch us, or 
they’d move steadily enough across 
the plains that we couldn’t intercept 
them. Around midday, we returned to 
camp to see how others had fared and 
to fuel up for our next attempt. We were 

HOME ON THE PLAINS

Few places are as stunning in their 
sparseness as the rolling plains north 
of Kaycee, Wyo., where the 22,000-
acre Schiermiester family cattle ranch 
lies. High ridges offer sweeping vistas 
of the abundant hills and the extensive 
VDJHEUXVK�ÀDWV�WKDW�H[WHQG�IRU�PLOHV��7R�
the distant west, the Bighorn Mountains 
rise gradually. It’s an area that hints at a 
ZRUOG�EHIRUH�KXPDQ�LQÀXHQFH�
3RVLWLRQHG�RQ�D�ÀDW�VWUHWFK�QHDU�D�GHHS�

draw and bordered by rolling hills, our 
living accommodations for three days 
of hunting were equally impressive. 
Our camp included a large wall tent for 
meals and relaxation, four smaller tents 
for sleeping and a makeshift latrine. 
Inside half of the bigger tent, a wood-

grills and ovens that Trevor Clements, 
the company’s vice president of opera-
tions—and our personal chef for this 
hunt—used to create delicious meals.

A hearty lunch was just what we 
wanted as we rolled back into camp. 
Two pronghorn bucks already hung on 
tripod hoists, and hunters were busy pro-
cessing them. As our successful compan-
ions detailed their kills, I was shocked 
E\�KRZ�HDVLO\�RXU�JURXS�ZDV�¿QGLQJ�
antelope. We saw them everywhere on 
the Schiermiester Ranch, whether we 
were walking to the main tent in the 
morning or bouncing along a cattle road 
in Brian’s truck.

After the hunt, the affable guide would 
estimate his family’s ranch held 1,000 
or so pronghorns at any given time. This 
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A pronghorn hunter is only as good 
as his glass. Optics are relied on 
heavily for sizing up animals and 
anticipating their travel routes.

Where pronghorns are numerous, as they are on 
the plains of eastern Wyoming, the challenge 
lies not in locating animals, but in avoiding  
being spotted by the dozens of sets of eyeballs.

70   NOVEMBER 2022    GAFMAG.COM



with some studies suggesting the state 
holds roughly half of the world’s total 
pronghorn population.
We were clearly in a target-rich envi-

ronment, but as Brian would say, seeing 
antelope is rarely the issue. Finding your 
target buck and getting a shot opportunity 
in open terrain without getting caught by 
any of the herd’s many eyes is the chal-
lenge. Soon we began game-planning our 
next spot-and-stalk session, and Brian 
had another area he wanted to glass. We 
didn’t wait long before piling back into 
his truck for round two.

HURRY UP AND WAIT

Brian’s intuition paid off, as we quickly 
eyed another decent buck at our guide’s 
glassing spot. The pronghorn was moving 
right to left with a herd across a wide plain 
on the opposite side of a steep draw. We 
immediately made a move, walking along 
the draw’s edge, intending to push ahead 
of the herd while staying out of sight.
In the process, we experienced two 

unfortunate realities of pronghorn na-
ture: their tendency to wander and their 
speed. We reached the spot where Brian 
wanted to set up, but the target buck was 

well ahead of where we had believed he 
would be and offered no shot. The ante-
lope were continuously moving forward, 
and while their gait appeared unhurried, 
their pace remained brisk. We’d need to 
walk faster to overtake them.
,� JDWKHUHG� P\� ULÀH� DQG� VKRRWLQJ�

sticks, and we made a beeline down 
a hill, continuing to press forward. At 
the bottom, we caught a glimpse of the 
buck, but he was skylined atop another 
hill. With no backstop and no knowledge 
of what was beyond the buck, it was an 
unsafe shot. Another bad break.

After a day of hard hunting,  
nothing is more welcoming  
than the warm glow of a canvas 
wall tent and a hot meal.

Boost Testosterone
Drive & Peak Performance

 These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product  is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

      MANUFACTURERS COUPONEXPIRES 01/31/23    

SAVE $3.00

$3 COUPON redeemable at all Drug, Grocery and Health Food stores Nationwide
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We hoofed it again, moving beyond 
the draw into a series of more rolling 
hills. This time, we stopped at the base 
of a small rise adjacent to a larger hill. 
Brian whispered that the herd should soon 
appear from behind that larger hill and I 
might get a shot at the buck from atop the 
rise. Brian advised Sam and the camera 
guy to stay put, and he and I repeated 
the morning’s drill of crawling on hands 
and knees toward the rise’s apex.

“Go ahead and set up,” Brian said 
when we could peer over the top.
I quickly arranged my shooting sticks 

DQG�SODFHG�WKH�ULÀH¶V�IRUH�HQG�¿UPO\�
in the yoke. Then I waited, wondering 
if this might be the stalk where things 
would go as planned.

FLEETING CHANCE

,W�GLGQ¶W�WDNH�ORQJ�WR�¿QG�RXW��6HHPLQJO\�
seconds after I had set up, the herd started 
clearing the larger hill and emerging 
in the open prairie to the left of it. The 
antelope were much closer than I’d 
expected—less than 100 yards—and 
suddenly they all began to run. Whether 
they saw Brian and me lurking atop the 
rise or began running for another reason, 
I couldn’t say. I felt certain, though, that 
I was watching yet another chance at a 
pronghorn literally pass me by.

%ULDQ�LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�EXFN�ZH¶G�EHHQ�
following near the back of the pack. 
While the herd slowed its pace to a gal�
ORS��,� WUDFNHG�WKH�EXFN�ZLWK�P\�ULÀH��
shifting uncomfortably on my knees 
and pivoting the barrel to the left in the 
shooting sticks. The pronghorn was still 
traveling too fast to shoot, and I had little 
faith I’d get a chance if he kept mov�
ing. More critically, because of where 
Sam and our camera guy were set up, 
I couldn’t swing much farther without 
putting them in an unsafe position.
Inexplicably, the buck slowed, separat�

LQJ�IURP�WKH�KHUG�DQG�¿QDOO\�VWRSSLQJ�DW�
DERXW�����\DUGV��,�ÀLFNHG�RII�WKH�VDIHW\�
and lined up the crosshairs. My heart was 
pounding, my awkwardly positioned legs 
were strained in discomfort and my brain 
began the process of pulling the trigger.
Just as I was about to shoot, and in 

one of those instances where time seems 
to slow, I saw the buck lurch forward 
slightly as if to start moving again. In this 
KLJK�VWUHVV�VLWXDWLRQ��UXVKLQJ�WR�¿QDOO\�
get a shot off at a buck, I committed 
D�FDUGLQDO�VLQ�RI�ULÀH�VKRRWLQJ��,�IHOO�

PRONGHORN PICKS
Gear that got the job done in Wyoming

A lightweight, flat-shooting rifle is the ticket for spot-and-stalk hunting on the 
prairie. The new Nosler Model 21 ($2,795; nosler.com) I carried weighs less 
than 7 pounds in 6.5 Creedmoor and comes packed with features. Designed in 
collaboration with South Dakota’s Mack Brothers, the action is blueprinted from 
birth on advanced wire EDM equipment. The one-piece bolt is spiral-fluted and can 
be taken down without tools, while the Trigger Tech Field trigger is user-adjustable. 
A threaded muzzle is standard on the Shilen match-grade barrel. The 100-percent 
carbon-fiber McMillan Hunters Edge Sporter stock further reduces weight. 

Federal’s Terminal Ascent ($70.99 per 20 rounds of 6.5 Creedmoor; 
federalpremium.com) combines features of a match-style projectile with those 
of a quality hunting bullet, such as a bonded lead core and a long, solid copper 
rear shank. A secant ogive, small meplat and AccuChannel grooves on the shank 
enhance long-range ballistics. The SlipStream polymer tip resists heat deformation 
during flight and initiates expansion. 

With its 6:1 zoom ratio, the Leupold VX6-HD 3-18x44 mm riflescope 
($1,799.99; leupold.com) offers long-range capabilities while providing low 
magnification for close shots. It comes with the CDS-ZL2 elevation dial, which 
has a zero-lock function and can be laser-marked to match the user’s load and 
conditions. The company’s BX-4 Pro Guide HD 10x42 mm binocular ($599.99) 
rode comfortably all day in the Pro Guide binocular harness ($99.99), and 
its open-bridge design made for comfortable glassing. It did great in the harsh 
daylight of the open plains, with no glare issues.

Camp Chef’s Trevor Clements whipped up some of the best meals I’ve ever 
had using various Camp Chef products, including the Pro 14 portable stove 

($319.99; campchef.com). Camp-worthy features include two 30,000 BTU 
burners, matchless ignition and a three-sided windscreen. It accepts a ton of 
accessories, such as a griddle and a pizza oven. 

My Danner Recurve boots ($240; danner.com) handled every sort of terrain 
encountered. Taking inspiration from some of Danner’s best hiking boots, the 
Recurve features a Vibram SPE midsole and a TPU heel clip to ensure comfort on 
long stalks for pronghorns. 

Nosler’s Model 21 is both lightweight and 
rugged, making it a great choice on hunts that 

require lots of hiking through broken terrain.

DANNER 
RECURVE

CAMP CHEF
PRO 14
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back on my wing-shooting instincts and 
ungracefully mashed the trigger instead 
RI�FRPSOHWLQJ�D�FDUHIXO�SUHVV��0\�ULÀH�
¿UHG�ULJKW�DV�WKH�EXFN�VXUJHG�IRUZDUG�

The pronghorn dropped out of my 
view through the scope, and I heard Brian 
and Sam cheer. The buck was down.
However, the result of the animal 

lurching forward and my poor trigger 
control quickly became clear. I had hit 
the buck far back. In a combination of 
fortune and misfortune, my bullet had at 
least rendered him immobile, allowing 
PH�WR�JHW�LQ�D�EHWWHU�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�¿UH�D�
second, killing shot.
It wasn’t the outcome I had envi-

sioned, and I was upset I hadn’t given 
the buck a cleaner death. I also real-
ized things could’ve gone far worse, 
and I was relieved I could end his life 
quickly. We walked up to the buck, and 
Sam and Brian congratulated me on 
P\�¿UVW�SURQJKRUQ��:KLOH�LW�ZDVQ¶W�D�
complete triumph, I was grateful for the 
opportunity to hunt this animal in such 
an incredible place, where both success 
and failure happen in the wide open. 

For as much patience that is required  
when pronghorn hunting, things can  
happen quickly at the moment of truth,  
as the author discovered in Wyoming.

(731) 253-2007
REELFOOT LAKE TOURISM COUNCIL

1605 State Route 21 E, Tiptonville, TN 38079-3025
www.reelfoottourism.com   email: visit@reelfoottourism.com
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Liquid is shown to work faster than pills or lube.
However some men prefer PRO+PLUS  XTREME 

Call us about our products. We’ll give you important information you can trust.
Be careful of discounters and imitators that sell the same type of products on Amazon, Ebay and Google.
Our products are not authorized to be sold through these companies. Don’t buy from sellers who don’t 
disclose where their products are made, use inferior blends and cannot call them. 
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subconscious mind to achieve confi dence and sex appeal.

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER
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SEXCITER LIQUID 
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couple of drops 
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ATTRACT-A-MATE 
Human pheromone 
spray can make 
women desire you.

Super Formulas See FREE Special Offer Online

I’m Sheri, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Xtreme while listening to the 
Ever-Last Subliminal Audio CD and he 
satisfi es me every time.

  EVERLAST AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  POWER SEX_ESS AUDIO CD $29.95 $
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T
he last I saw of the bear, it was 
heading right to my friend, who 
was posted at the edge of the 
clearcut. A group of us were 

SXVKLQJ��RU�GULYLQJ��WKH�VDSOLQJV�DQG�
WKLFN�YHJHWDWLRQ��KRSLQJ�WR�PRYH�D�EHDU�
to the rest of our gang positioned in 
more open woods. A few seconds later, 
a shot rang out in front of me. Then 
another, and another. The bear had passed 
by my friend, all right.

:KHQ�,�UHDFKHG�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GULYH��
popping out of the thick stuff 20 yards 
from the shooter, I couldn’t wait to get 
WKH�VWRU\��,�¿JXUHG�IRU�VXUH�KH�KDG�NLOOHG�
the bear, but the worried expression 
RQ�KLV�IDFH�JDYH�PH�UHDVRQ�WR�WKLQN�
otherwise.

“It was so close,” he said. “Too close. 
I couldn’t get it in my scope.”

Bear tracks coming down the muddy 
EDQN�DQG�WKH�VFXIIHG�VSRW�LQ�WKH�OHDYHV�

where my friend had been standing con-
¿UPHG�KLV�UHSRUW��/HVV�WKDQ���\DUGV�
VHSDUDWHG�WKH�WZR��(YHQ�GLDOHG�GRZQ�
WR��;��P\�IULHQG¶V�VFRSH�KDG�WRR�PXFK�
PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�WR�DOORZ�KLP�WR�WUDFN�WKH�
bounding bear and make the shot. We 
still tease him about it, but the incident 
continues to haunt him.
0\�IULHQG�LVQ¶W�DORQH�LQ�KLV�GLVFRY-

ery that there are times when a magni-
¿HG�RSWLF�LV�PRUH�RI�D�KLQGUDQFH�WKDQ�D�
KHOS��:KHQ�JDPH�LV�FORVH�DQG�PRYLQJ��
particularly in thick brush, a scope can 
PDNH�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DLP��,URQ�VLJKWV�DUH�
DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH��EXW�WKH\�UHTXLUH�DOLJQLQJ�
three objects (rear notch or aperture, 
IURQW�SRVW�DQG�WDUJHW��WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH��
In situations such as this, a red-dot op-
WLF�ZLWK�QR�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�VKLQHV��DQG�
WKH�/HXSROG�)UHHGRP�5'6�LV�EXLOW�IRU�
URXJK�HQYLURQPHQWV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�RIWHQ�
encountered in thick woods.

7KH�)UHHGRP�5'6�KDV�D����PP�PDLQ-
tube machined of aluminum. It, and the 
electronics it houses, are torture-tested 
RQ�D�UHFRLO�VLPXODWLRQ�PDFKLQH�/HXSROG�
engineers affectionately refer to as the 
Punisher. The optic is guaranteed to be 

SURRI�DQG�IRJSURRI��DQG�/HXSROG�
WHVWV�LW�WR�D�VXEPHUJHG�GHSWK�RI����IHHW��
Rest assured that hunting all day in the 
rain won’t be an issue with the RDS.
Quality glass lenses are part of 

/HXSROG¶V�3URIHVVLRQDO�*UDGH�5HG�'RW�
Optical System, and the company treats 
them with coatings to maximize light 
transmission while reducing glare. The 
illuminated 1-MOA red-dot reticle is 
SRZHUHG�E\�RQH�&5�����EDWWHU\��ZKLFK�
LV�KRXVHG�EHQHDWK�D�FRYHU�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�
the push-button illumination control.

7KHUH�DUH�HLJKW�LOOXPLQDWLRQ�OHYHOV��
When the dot reaches the highest inten-
VLW\��LW�ÀDVKHV�¿YH�WLPHV��6XEVHTXHQW�
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Leupold  
Freedom RDS

This red-dot sight is ideal  

for making fast shots count.

By Adam Heggenstaller



pushes will decrease the brightness of 
WKH�GRW��6LPLODUO\��WKH�GRW�ÀDVKHV�¿YH�
times when the dot reaches the lowest 
intensity, and then each press of the but-
ton increases the brightness. Holding the 
button down for two seconds changes 
the direction of intensity adjustment. For 
H[DPSOH��LI�\RX¶YH�PRYHG�IURP�OHYHO���
WR�OHYHO���DQG�ZDQW�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�OHYHO����
hold the button down for two seconds 
and intensity will decrease with each 
subsequent press.

The Freedom RDS has Motion Sensor 
7HFKQRORJ\�WR�KHOS�SUHVHUYH�EDWWHU\�OLIH��
,I�WKH�VLJKW�UHPDLQV�PRWLRQOHVV�IRU�¿YH�
minutes while the illumination is on, it 
will power down. When the sight detects 
PRWLRQ��LW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�UHDFWLYDWHV�WKH�
illumination. Battery life is up to 1,600 
hours when the dot is set to low intensity.

:LQGDJH�DQG�HOHYDWLRQ�GLDOV�RIIHU����
MOA of adjustment in 1/4 MOA clicks. 

Turrets on the standard Freedom RDS 
DUH�FDSSHG��EXW�D�PRGHO� LV�DYDLODEOH�
ZLWK�DQ�H[SRVHG�HOHYDWLRQ�GLDO�WKDW�LV�
FDOLEUDWHG�IRU������5HP�����JUDLQ�ORDGV��
owing to the popularity of red-dot optics 
RQ�$5�VW\OH�ULÀHV�

7KH�)UHHGRP�5'6�LV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�
ZLWK�D�PRXQW�GHVLJQHG�WR�¿W�D�3LFDWLQQ\�
UDLOHG�$5�UHFHLYHU��+XQWHUV�ZKR�ZDQW�
WR�XVH�WKH�RSWLF�RQ�D�EROW�DFWLRQ�ULÀH��
D�OHYHU�JXQ�RU�D�VKRWJXQ�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�
SXUFKDVH�VHSDUDWH����PP�ULQJV�
1R�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�DQ�LOOXPLQDWHG�

dot reticle make the Freedom RDS ideal 
for shooting with both eyes open. The 
WHFKQLTXH�LQFUHDVHV�SHULSKHUDO�YLVLRQ�
DQG�PDNHV� LW�HDVLHU� WR� WUDFN�D�PRY-
ing target. In addition, the optic has 
unlimited eye relief, which increases 
target-acquisition speed by maintaining 
D�IXOO�¿HOG�RI�YLHZ�UHJDUGOHVV�RI� WKH�
distance between the shooter’s eye and 
the optic. The Freedom RDS is tailored 
for hunting situations where shots come 
suddenly and at close range, such as 
when still-hunting or participating in 
D�GULYHQ�KXQW�

For testing I mounted the Freedom 
5'6�RQ�D�+HQU\�%LJ�%R\�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�
ULÀH�LQ�����5HP��0DJ��7KLV�LV�D�ULÀH�
that I carry when shots on whitetails 
FRPH�DW�UDQJHV�RI����\DUGV�RU�OHVV��DQG�
WKH�FRPSDFW�)UHHGRP�5'6�¿W�WKH�IDVW�
handling characteristics of the gun. On 
the range the optic answered adjustments 
precisely, which I appreciated when run-
QLQJ�ORDGV�ZLWK�YDVWO\�GLIIHUHQW�EXOOHW�
ZHLJKWV�DQG�YHORFLWLHV�WKURXJK�WKH�ULÀH��
Some loads had more than a foot of dif-
ference between their points of impact, 
but steadily clicking the adjustment dials 
of the Freedom RDS made zeroing each 
one quick and easy.

5HG�GRW�RSWLFV�FHUWDLQO\�KDYH�WKHLU�
place in the woods, especially when 
shots are at short range and come at short 
notice. The Leupold Freedom RDS is 
built to handle these types of situations, 
whether the game is bucks, bears or 
ERDUV��,�KDYH�QR�TXDOPV�DERXW�OHDYLQJ�
P\�ULÀHV�ZLWK�PDJQL¿HG�RSWLFV�DW�KRPH�
when the day’s hunt is better suited for 
a sight like the Freedom RDS.

LEUPOLD FREEDOM RDS

leupold.com

Type: red-dot optic

Magnification: none

Objective Lens: 34 mm

Maintube: 34 mm

Reticle: illuminated 1 MOA  

 red dot, 8 brightness levels

Adjustment Range: 80 MOA  

 in 1/4 MOA increments

Power Source: CR2032  

   battery; up to 1,600 hours

Eye Relief: unlimited

Overall Length: 5.43”

Weight: 6.9 oz.

MSRP: $279.99

SPECIFICATIONS
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A push-button switch con-
trols illumination (above), 

and reticle adjustments 
are in 1/4 MOA clicks.

The Freedom RDS is built  
on a 34 mm maintube and  
is guaranteed by Leupold  
to be waterproof, fog-proof 
and shock-proof.



A
s the rut approaches and gets 
cranking, buck patterns can go 
out the window. Bucks on the 
search for does behave like 

they’re traveling at random, making it 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�SUHGLFW�ZKHUH�WKH\¶OO�EH�DW�
any given time. Trail cameras that mon-
itor buck—and doe—movement can 
help you make sense of what seems like 
chaos. Cellular models that transmit 
images remotely eliminate the need for 
you to spend time driving and hiking to 
your camera sets when you could be 
hunting. And these days, the amount of 
gas you’ll save in not having to drive 
to a property for card checks could pay 
for the cost of a cell cam well before 
season’s end. Here are three models at 
different price levels to keep you up to 
date on the rut this fall. 

MOULTRIE MOBILE 
DELTA BASE
moultriefeeders.com

RESOLUTION: 24 MP 
images, 1080p videos

TRIGGER SPEED: .75 sec.

DETECTION RANGE: 80'

FLASH: IR

FLASH RANGE: 80'

POWER SOURCE: 12 AA 
batteries, 12v external 
input

SUPPORTED NETWORKS: AT&T, 
Verizon (separate cameras)

MSRP: $99.99

PLAN RATES: $4.99/mo. for 100 
images to $34.99/mo. for four 
cameras and unlimited images

FAVORITE FEATURE: The convenient 
Moultrie Mobile app offers 
subject recognition (buck, doe, 
turkey, person, vehicle) with 
SmartTags for image filtering and 
custom alerts.

SPYPOINT FLEX
spypoint.com

RESOLUTION: 33 MP images, 1080p videos

TRIGGER SPEED: .3 sec.

DETECTION RANGE: 100'

FLASH: IR

FLASH RANGE: 100'

POWER SOURCE: 8 AA batteries, 
12v external input

SUPPORTED NETWORKS: Multi-carrier LTE 
(one camera)

MSRP: $169.99

PLAN RATES: Free for 100 images/mo. to 
$15/mo. for unlimited photos; $5/50 
high-res photos or 20 full-HD videos

FAVORITE FEATURE: Two preactivated and 
installed SIM cards in each cam enable 
the Flex to automatically connect to the 
network with the strongest and most 
reliable signal. If the signal changes, 
the Flex will switch networks to maintain 
the best transmission.

COVERT CODE BLACK SELECT
feradyne.com

RESOLUTION: 30 MP images, 
4K videos

TRIGGER SPEED: .2 sec.

DETECTION RANGE: 80'

FLASH: IR

FLASH RANGE: 100'

POWER SOURCE: 12 AA 
batteries

SUPPORTED NETWORKS: AT&T, 
Verizon (one camera)

MSRP: $269.99

PLAN RATES: $4.99/mo. for 
100 images to $19.99/mo. 
for 20,000 images

FAVORITE FEATURE: Covert 
charges for high-res 
images and 5-sec. videos 
on a per-use basis so you 
only pay for the uploads 
you want.
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Keeping tabs on roaming whitetails 

may be more affordable than you think.
By Game & Fish Staff



Your love will forever remain close to your daughter’s heart when she wears this unique locket designed to remind her that she’s beautiful inside and 
out! Our exclusive “Reflection of You” Mirror Locket is richly plated in 18K rose gold and sterling silver and accented with over 3 dozen crystals. On the 
front, the word “Love” is engraved with an additional crystal accenting the ‘O’ for the perfect touch of sparkle. The locket slides open to reveal a small 
mirror nestled inside that is engraved with the encouraging message, “You are Beautiful,” and the reverse side of the pendant is engraved with the sweet 
sentiment, “My Darling Daughter, I Love You!”. The heart-shaped locket suspends from an 18" sterling silver plated chain and comes in a velvet jewelry 
pouch, along with an inspirational poem card and Certificate of Authenticity. 

An Outstanding Value Backed by Our Satisfaction Guarantee

Original design and hand-crafted quality make this beautiful heart-shaped locket an incredible value at just $99.99 And, to make it more convenient, you 
can pay for your pendant in three monthly installments of just $33.33 each. To reserve the “Reflection of You” Mirror Locket in your name, send no money 
now; just sign and mail in your Preferred Client Priority Reservation.

Over 3 dozen crystals

18K rose gold and  

sterling silver plating

Heartwarming  

poem card included
MIRROR LOCKET

FOR YOUR PERFECT GIFT!

Gift…

SLIDES OPEN TO REVEAL A  

MIRROR AND MESSAGE

A Gift of Love & Inspration for your Daughter

Order online at bradfordexchange.com/31611
©2021 The Bradford Exchange                 01-31611-001-BI Connect with Us!

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

Address

Email

PRIORITY RESERVATION                             SEND NO MONEY NOW Uniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours.

*Plus a total of $10.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment of 

your jewelry. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

The Bradford Exchange
9333 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, Illinois 60714-1393

Finely engraved  
on the back

YES.  Please reserve the “Reflection of 

You” Mirror Locket, as described in this 

announcement, in the quantity indicated.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER    

Qty____

�������������(�����
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I
n 1926 Ford Motor Co. an-
nounced a 40-hour week for 
its factory workers and the 
College Board administered 

WKH�¿UVW�6$7�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�DQG�FROOHJH�
DGPLVVLRQ�� 7KDW� VDPH� \HDU� )HGHUDO�
Cartridge Corp. listed 12-gauge shotshell 
load No. 123, more commonly known 
at the time as the Federal Hi-Power 
)DYRULWH��RQ�LWV�SULFH�VKHHW�LQ�YDULRXV�
shot sizes for $35.78 per 1,000 rounds. 
7KH�FRPSDQ\��WKHQ�LQ�LWV�IRXUWK�\HDU�RI�
business, recommended it for game from 
VTXLUUHOV�DQG�TXDLO�WR�WXUNH\V�DQG�ZROYHV��
+XQWHUV�KDYH�XVHG�ORDG�1R������LQ�WKHLU�
escape from the grinds of work and 
VFKRRO�HYHU�VLQFH�

7KH�+L�3RZHU�)DYRULWH�ZDV�D�������
inch, high-brass, paper-hull shell with  
������RXQFHV�RI�VKRW�ORDGHG�WR�D�PHGLXP�
YHORFLW\�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKDW�SURGXFHG�E\�
������GUDPV�RI�EODFNSRZGHU��7KH�GUDP�
system was far from esoteric in those 
days, blackpowder still being used in 
some factory-produced hunting loads. 
(Federal’s 1926 price sheet shows four.)

7RGD\��)HGHUDO�FDOOV�3URGXFW�1R��
+����WKH�*DPH�/RDG�8SODQG�+HDY\�

)LHOG��IRUJRLQJ�WKH�VXSHUODWLYH�IRU�D�PRUH�
practical description and using a plastic 
hull and wad in the shell’s assembly. 
Nonetheless, the round offers the same 
FKDUJH�RI�OHDG�VKRW�DW�D�PRGHUDWH�YHORFLW\�
RI�������ISV��D�SRWHQW�ORDG�IRU�D�YDULHW\�
RI�VPDOO�JDPH�DQG�ELUGV²LI�QRW�ZROYHV�
In its early years, the load became 

popular among sportsmen in part because 
of company president Charles Horn’s 
PDUNHWLQJ�VDYY\��:KHQ�+RUQ�IRXQG�
LW�GLI¿FXOW� WR�REWDLQ�GLVSOD\�VSDFH�RQ�
WUDGLWLRQDO�DPPR�GHDOHUV¶�VKHOYHV��KH�
distributed his shells through other busi-
nesses such as barber shops, pool halls 
DQG�HYHQ�GHQWLVW�RI¿FHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
company history, patients would come 
LQ�WR�KDYH�D�WRRWK�¿OOHG�DQG�OHDYH�ZLWK�
an armful of ammunition.

Federal kept the ballistics of its stan-
dard No. 123 the same throughout the 
decades, although the company made 
periodic changes to the street name of 
the shell. In 1963 it was called Monark, 
“the choice of champions,” according 
to a Federal ad from the period. It be-
came the Field Load in 1973 and, more 
GHVFULSWLYHO\�LQ�������WKH�&ODVVLF�/HDG�

Field Load. Perhaps wanting to under-
score the shotshell’s potency on game, 
in 2006 Federal referred to it as Game-
6KRN�+HDY\�)LHOG��)RU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��
Federal has sold the load in boxes that 
DUH�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�EOXH��7KH�FRORU�DOVR�
appeared on Monark packaging with 
a mallard on the front, lead shot being 
legal for waterfowl in the 1960s.

)HGHUDO�PDUNV�LWV����WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
this year, a milestone that the company 
PD\�QRW�KDYH�REWDLQHG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�FRQ-
WLQXHG�VXFFHVV�RI�LWV�VKRWVKHOOV��6WHHO�
loads at more than 1,600 fps and turkey 
ORDGV�RI�766�JHW�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�WRGD\��EXW�
while most hunters don’t refer to it as 
No. 123, Federal’s standard 12-gauge 
game load has been there all along. 
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FEDERAL  
Game Load No. 123

Hunters have relied on this 

shotshell for nearly a century.

By Adam Heggenstaller
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Q�WKH�¿UVW�6DWXUGD\�RI�1RYHPEHU�
6KDQH�DQG�KLV�IDWKHU�GURYH�WR�
WKH�ZRRGV�WRJHWKHU�EXW�VSOLW�XS�
WR�KXQW�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�VWDQGV��

/LNH�DOZD\V�ZKHQ�WKH\�PHW�EDFN�DW�WKH�
WUXFN��KLV�IDWKHU�DVNHG�6KDQH�ZKDW�KH�
KDG�VHHQ�

³$���SRLQW�DQG�D�QLFH���SRLQW��,W�ZDV�
DZHVRPH�´�VDLG�6KDQH��³7KH\�ZDONHG�
ULJKW�XQGHU�PH�´

³,�GRQ¶W�VHH�DQ\�EORRG�RQ�\RXU�DU-
URZV�´�UHSOLHG�KLV�IDWKHU��³<RX�PLVV"´

³1DK��,�GLGQ¶W�VKRRW�´
³<RX�GLGQ¶W�VKRRW"´�DVNHG�KLV�IDWKHU�

LQFUHGXORXVO\��³:K\�QRW"´
³:HOO��RQ�79�WKH�RWKHU�GD\��,�KHDUG�

D�FRXSOH�RI�WKH�SURV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�
ZH�VKRXOGQ¶W�VKRRW�VPDOO�EXFNV�EHFDXVH�
LI�ZH�GR��WKH\¶OO�QHYHU�JHW�ELJ��$QG�,�
ZDQW�WR�NLOO�D�PRQVWHU�OLNH�WKRVH�JX\V�´

6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�FRFNHG�KLV�KHDG�IRU�
D�IHZ�VHFRQGV�ZKLOH�KH�JDWKHUHG�KLV�
WKRXJKWV�

³:KDWHYHU�\RX�ZDQW�
WR� GR�� VRQ�� LW¶V� \RXU�
KXQW�´� KH� VDLG�� ³%XW�
\RX�VKRXOG�UHDOL]H�WKDW�
D� ORW�RI� WKRVH�JX\V�RQ�
79�DUHQ¶W�KXQWLQJ� MXVW�
DQ\ZKHUH��0DQ\�RI�WKHP�
KXQW�RQ�H[FOXVLYH�IDUPV�
DQG�UDQFKHV��DQG� WKH\�
SD\�D�JUHDW�GHDO�IRU�WKH�
FKDQFH�WR�NLOO�ELJ�DQL-
PDOV��,�WKLQN�\RX¶UH�FUD]\ 
WR�SDVV� XS� DQ� ��SRLQW�
ZLWK�\RXU�ERZ��<RX¶YH�
RQO\�NLOOHG�D�IHZ�GHHU�LQ�
\RXU�OLIH��DQG�WUXVW�PH��
\RX¶OO�QHHG�WKH�H[SHUL-
HQFH�IRU�ZKHQ�D�PRQVWHU�
GRHV�VKRZ�XS�´

³:HOO��LI�,�NLOO�D�VPDOO�
RQH��,�NQRZ�IRU�D�IDFW�
WKDW�EXFN�ZRQ¶W�EH�JHW-
WLQJ�DQ\�ELJJHU�´

³7KDW¶V�WUXH��VRQ��%XW�
LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�VKRRW�KLP��
RXU�IUHH]HU�ZRQ¶W�EH�JHW-
WLQJ�DQ\�IXOOHU�´

³6R�\RX�WKLQN�,�VKRXOG�VKRRW�VPDOO�
EXFNV��'DG"�7KDW�JRHV�DJDLQVW�TXDO-
LW\�GHHU�PDQDJHPHQW��,�VDZ�D�VKRZ�
DERXW�LW�´

6KDQH¶V�GDG�FKXFNOHG��
³.LQGD�WRXJK� WR�PDQDJH����DFUHV�

WKDW�DUHQ¶W�HYHQ�RXUV�´�KH�VDLG��³%XW�
ORRN��EXGG\��\RX�VKRXOG�VKRRW�ZKDWHYHU�
\RX�ZDQW��DV�ORQJ�DV�LW¶V�OHJDO��7UXWK�LV��
ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�HQRXJK�IRRG�HYHQ�LI�ZH�
GRQ¶W�NLOO�D�GHHU��:H¶UH�KHUH�PDLQO\�
IRU�IXQ²$PHULFD�KDV�JLYHQ�XV� WKDW�
OX[XU\²VR�LW¶V�\RXU�FKRLFH�´

6KDQH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW�D�ORW�GXULQJ�
WKH�GULYH�KRPH��7KH�IROORZLQJ�6DWXUGD\��
WKH�SDLU�ZHQW�RXW�DJDLQ��DQG�E\�OXQFK�
6KDQH�ZDV�ZDLWLQJ�DW�WKH�WUXFN��$OWKRXJK�
KH�WULHG�KLV�KDUGHVW��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�KLGLQJ�
KLV�%	&�VL]HG�VPLOH��QRU�WKH�DUURZ�WKDW�
ZDV�PLVVLQJ�IURP�KLV�TXLYHU�

³:HOO�� :KDW¶G� \RX� JHW"´� DVNHG�
6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�

³,�JRW�WKDW���SRLQWHU��'DG�´�FURZHG�
6KDQH��³+H�FDPH�LQ�RQ�WKH�VDPH�WUDLO��
DQG�,�PDGH�D�VZHHW�VKRW��,�VDZ�KLP�JR�
GRZQ�QRW����\DUGV�IURP�ZKHUH�,�KLW�KLP�´

³2K�ZRZ��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV��VRQ�´�
VDLG�KLV�IDWKHU�EHIRUH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�6KDQH�
WHOO�WKH�HQWLUH�VWRU\�IURP�VWDUW�WR�¿QLVK��
)RUW\�¿YH�PLQXWHV�ODWHU��ZKLOH�WKH�KXQW-
HUV�DGPLUHG�WKH�GHHU�WRJHWKHU��6KDQH¶V�
IDWKHU�SXOOHG�D�FDPHUD�IURP�KLV�SDFN�

³1RZ�OHW¶V�JHW�D�SLFWXUH�RI�\RXU�ELJ-
JHVW�EXFN�´�KH�VDLG�

6KDQH�UHDGLO\�JRW�EHKLQG�WKH�GHHU�DQG�
KHOG�WKH���SRLQWHU¶V�KHDG�XS��%XW�VXGGHQO\�
KH�WRRN�RQ�D�VRPEHU�WRQH��DOPRVW�D�IURZQ��
+LV�GDG�ORRNHG�XS�IURP�WKH�FDPHUD�

³:KDW¶V�ZURQJ"´
³:HOO��RQH�JX\�RQ�79�VDLG�KXQWHUV�

VKRXOGQ¶W�ORRN�DOO�JLGG\�ZKHQ�ZH�WDNH�
SLFWXUHV��+H�VDLG�LW�PDNHV�KXQWHUV�ORRN�
OLNH�EORRGWKLUVW\�KLOOELOOLHV�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�
GRQ¶W�KXQW²OLNH�ZH�MXVW�HQMR\�NLOOLQJ��

6R�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�ORRN�
WRR�KDSS\��EHFDXVH�SDUW�
RI�PH�LV�VDG�IRU�NLOOLQJ�
WKLV�JX\�´

³6RQ�´�VDLG�KLV�IDWKHU��
³\RX�ZDWFK�WRR�PXFK�79��
<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�KRRW�
DQG�KROOHU�OLNH�D�OXQDWLF�LI�
\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR��EXW�\RX�
DOVR�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�DFW�VDG��
<RX�DUH�D�SURXG�KXQWHU�
ZKR�MXVW�PDGH�D�IDQWDVWLF�
VKRW�DQG�WRRN�RQH�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG¶V�ZDULHVW�FULWWHUV��
<RX�DUH�KDSS\��,�NQRZ�
LW��6R�MXVW�EH�QDWXUDO��%H�
WUXH�WR�WKH�DQLPDO�DQG�WR�
\RXUVHOI��DQG�WKH�SLFWXUH�
ZLOO�FRPH�RXW�SHUIHFW�´

6KDQH� ORRNHG�DW� WKH�
GHHU�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�FDPHUD��
+LV�KXJH�VPLOH�UHWXUQHG�
DV�KH�KHOG�KLV�EXFN�RXW�
IRU�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�WR�
VHH²HYHQ�LI� LQ�UHDOLW\�
LW�ZRXOG�RQO\�EH�D�IHZ�
RI�KLV�EXGGLHV�DW�VFKRRO�
RQ�0RQGD\��
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How to Hold Your Mouth
The wrong pose can ruin a photo, along with the moment.

RITES

BY JEFF JOHNSTON
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