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For the past year, the new CONTRA performance fishing line has been 

tested and proven across the country by top pros on the tournament trail. 

Consisting of a new formulation, CONTRA delivers reliable performance 

at a reasonable cost. Grab some, spool it up & see for yourself!
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W LWK�WKLV�EHLQJ�WKH�-XQH�-XO\�LVVXH��LW�RQO\�VHHPV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
WKH�IUHHGRPV�ZH�ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�RQ�,QGHSHQGHQFH�'D\��7KDQNV�WR�WKH�
1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�0RGHO�RI�:LOGOLIH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��ZH�$PHULFDQV�FDQ�
LQFOXGH�KXQWLQJ�DPRQJ�WKHP��$QG�ZKLOH�ZH�HQMR\�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�KXQW�

ZLWKLQ�UHJXODWLRQV�ZH�DV�KXQWHUV�KDYH�DJUHHG�WR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQVHUYH�JDPH�VSHFLHV��
LW�LV�D�IUHHGRP²OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHUV²XQGHU�DWWDFN�

7DNH��IRU�H[DPSOH��KXQWLQJ�EODFN�EHDUV�ZLWK�KRXQGV��$QWL�KXQWHUV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�
PDQDJHG�WR�JHW�WKH�PHWKRG�EDQQHG�LQ�PDQ\�VWDWHV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW¶V�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�
DQG�KLJKO\�HIIHFWLYH�ZD\�RI�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�VSHFLHV��,�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�WR�JR�D�KRXQG�
KXQW�ZLWK�7DEOH�0RXQWDLQ�2XW¿WWHUV�LQ�,GDKR�ODVW�-XQH��DQG�P\�VWRU\�RQ�WKH�DGYHQ�
WXUH�EHJLQV�RQ�SDJH�����,W�LV�D�VWRU\�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FRPSOHWH��KRZHYHU��ZLWKRXW�
SRLQWLQJ�RXW�WKH�PDQ\�ZD\V�WKDW�DQLPDO�ULJKWV�H[WUHPLVWV�JR�DIWHU�KRXQG�KXQWHUV��
%ULDQ�/\QQ��YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�IRU�WKH�6SRUWVPHQ¶V�
$OOLDQFH��GLVFXVVHG�WKHVH�DWWDFNV�ZLWK�PH�GXULQJ�WKH�KXQW��$QG�WKH\¶UH�MXVW�WKH�WLS�
RI�WKH�LFHEHUJ�

³7KH�SHRSOH�WU\LQJ�WR�HQG�KRXQG�KXQWLQJ�GRQ¶W�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�HQG�WKH�XVH�RI�KRXQGV�
IRU�EHDUV�RU�PRXQWDLQ�OLRQV��7KH\�ZDQW�WR�HQG�DOO�KXQWLQJ��3HULRG��)XOO�VWRS�´�VD\V�
/\QQ��³7KH�VDPH�ORJLF�WKH\¶UH�XVLQJ�WR�HQG�EHDU�RU�OLRQ�KXQWLQJ�ZLWK�KRXQGV�FDQ�EH�
DSSOLHG�WR�VTXLUUHO�DQG�UDEELW�KXQWLQJ�ZLWK�KRXQGV��DQG�HYHQ�XSODQG�ELUG�KXQWLQJ��
7KH\¶UH�RXW�WR�VWRS�KXQWLQJ�DQG�WKH\¶UH�GRLQJ�LW�SLHFHPHDO��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�KRXQGV�
DQG�RWKHU�DFWLYLWLHV�ZLWK�IHZHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV��VXFK�DV�WUDSSLQJ��:KHQ�WKH\�¿QLVK�ZLWK�
RQH�VSHFLHV�RU�PHWKRG�WKH\¶OO�FRPH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�ORJLFDO�RQH�LQ�\RXU�VWDWH�ZKLOH�DOVR�
JRLQJ�DIWHU�QHLJKERULQJ�VWDWHV�´

$V�KXQWHUV��ZH�QHHG�WR�VXSSRUW�RQH�DQRWKHU��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�KXQW�EHDUV�RU�UDEELWV�
ZLWK�KRXQGV��RU�SKHDVDQWV�ZLWK�VSDQLHOV��UHFRJQL]H�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�H[SHULHQFHG�
E\�WKRVH�ZKR�GR��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�D�KXQWLQJ�PHWKRG��OHDUQ�DERXW�LW�EHIRUH�
MXGJLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�HPSOR\�LW��,I�ZH�VWDQG�WRJHWKHU��ZH¶OO�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQMR\�RXU�
IUHHGRP�WR�KXQW��

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

Freedom to Hunt
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RESERVE SERIES OVER-AND-UNDERS

Consult and comply with any and all applicable  
federal, state, and local: laws, regulations, requirements,  

and/or restrictions, including but not limited to those regarding  
the purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm.  

Not all products are available in all  states and jurisdictions.

SCAN CODE FOR  
MORE INFO u



GET A STRINGER FULL
Find everything you need to know about 
VXPPHU�¿VKLQJ�DW�JDIPDJ�FRP��3XOO�
GRZQ�WKH�³)LVKLQJ´�PHQX��SLFN�\RXU�
WDUJHW�VSHFLHV�DQG�JHW�KRRNHG�

BETTER BAITCASTING
7KH�FXUVHG�EDFNODVK��:KR�KDVQ¶W�SLFNHG�
ORRSV�RXW�RI�D�EDLWFDVWHU��MXVW�ZKHQ�WKH�
ELWH�ZDV�RQ"�:DWFK�³+RZ�WR�3URSHUO\�
7XQH�D�%DLWFDVWHU´�WR�DYRLG�WKLV�PHVV�

CLEAR FOCUS
*HW�¿HOG�WHVWHG�DGYLFH�RQ�JODVV�IURP�
Craig Boddington in “Choosing the Right 
%LQRFXODU�IRU�+XQWLQJ�´�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�ORRN�
DW�ZKDW�WR�NHHS�\RXU�H\HV�RQ�

SHOT SHOW REPLAY
,I�\RX¶UH�FRQVLGHULQJ�D�QHZ�KXQWLQJ�
¿UHDUP�IRU�WKLV�IDOO��GLYH�EDFN�LQWR�RXU�
UHSRUWV�IURP�6+27�6KRZ�������ZKHUH�
ZH�GHWDLO�WKH�\HDU¶V�WRS�JXQV�

RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME
:LWK�RXU�%HVW�+XQW�	�)LVK�7LPHV�WRRO��
\RX�FDQ�SLQSRLQW�SHDN�DFWLYLW\�WLPHV�IRU�
DQ\�GDWH��LQ�DQ\�=,3�FRGH��)LQG�LW�XQGHU��
³/HDUQ´�RQ�RXU�KRPHSDJH�

MASTER THE MEAT
6XPPHU� PHDQV� FRRNLQJ� RXW� DQG� D�
FKDQFH�WR�VKRZ�RII�\RXU�JULOO�VNLOOV��)URP�
FUDZ¿VK�WR�YHQLVRQ��RXU�OLEUDU\�RI�UHFLSHV�
LV�VXUH�WR�SOHDVH�DQ\�EDFN\DUG�FURZG���

SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES

 (877) 416-2649 
.
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trending now at 
Game & Fish Online
get tips, see gear and celebrate the lifestyle at gafmag.com



WE LOSE, YOU LOSE
Join the Sportsmen’s Alliance to protect hunting from animal-rights activists.

With every anti-hunting law passed, wildlife management suffers and

\RX�ORVH�D�PHPRU\�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�

JOIN THE SPORTSMEN’S ALLIANCE

6325760(16$//,$1&(�25*�0(0%(56+,3�
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First 
Q), Full and Last Quarter (Last Q). Times listed represent 
the peak activity times for game and fish each day.

For your own 2023 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock, go to moontimes.com or send $11.95 each, 
plus $3.75 shipping/handling per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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LAST Q

LAST Q

MOON TIMES
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T here are two rules of thumb 
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�¿HOG�VKRRW-
LQJ�SRVLWLRQV��7KH�¿UVW�LV�WKDW�
the easier the position is to 

DVVXPH��WKH�OHVV�VWHDG\�LW�ZLOO�EH��7KH�
RWKHU�LV�WKDW�WKH�FORVHU�\RX�FDQ�JHW�\RXU�
ULÀH�WR�WKH�JURXQG��WKH�VWHDGLHU�\RX�ZLOO�
EH��&RPSHWHQFH�IURP�¿HOG�VKRRWLQJ�
SRVLWLRQV�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�¿QG�VXFFHVV�ZKLOH�
KXQWLQJ��EXW�FRPSHWHQFH�RQO\�FRPHV�
with practice. Here’s a crash course in 
WKH�IRXU�¿HOG�VKRRWLQJ�SRVLWLRQV�ZLWK�
VRPH�WLSV� WR�KHOS�\RX�DVVXPH�WKHP�
IDVWHU�DQG�VKRRW�EHWWHU�IURP�WKHP�

STANDING
7KH�VWDQGLQJ�RII�KDQG�SRVLWLRQ�LV�WKH�
IDVWHVW�WR�DVVXPH�DQG�WKH�OHDVW�VWHDG\��
EXW�VRPHWLPHV�LW¶V�UHTXLUHG�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�
VXUSULVHG�DQG�QHHG�WR�WDNH�D�IDVW�VKRW��
0RVW�WKLQN�WKDW�WR�DVVXPH�LW��\RX�MXVW�

VQDS�WKH�ULÀH�WR�\RXU�VKRXOGHU��,GHDOO\��
KRZHYHU��ZKHQ�\RX�EULQJ�WKDW�ULÀH�XS��
\RX�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�VRUW�RI�D�¿JKWLQJ�VWDQFH��
ZLWK� \RXU� VXSSRUW�VLGH� OHJ� VOLJKWO\�
IRUZDUG��<RX�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�VOLJKWO\�
FURXFKHG��ZLWK�\RXU�NQHHV�RYHU�\RXU�WRHV�
DQG�\RXU�VKRXOGHUV�RYHU�\RXU�NQHHV��7KLV�
SURYLGHV�D�JRRG��EDODQFHG�IRXQGDWLRQ�
DQG�KHOSV�\RX�FRQWURO�UHFRLO�

8VLQJ�VKRRWLQJ�VWLFNV�IURP�WKH�VWDQG-
ing position is similar, but for the best 
UHVXOWV��VTXDUH�XS�SHUSHQGLFXODU�WR�WKH�
ULÀH��ZLWK�\RXU�IHHW�VSUHDG�D�ELW�ZLGHU�
WKDQ�QRUPDO��<RX¶OO�XVH�\RXU�OHJV�DQG�
ERG\�WR�OLPLW�WKH�VLGH�WR�VLGH�PRYHPHQW�
RI�WKH�ULÀH��DQG�\RX¶OO�XVH�WKH�VWLFNV�WR�
FRQWURO�WKH�XS�DQG�GRZQ�

KNEELING
7KLV�SRVLWLRQ�LV�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�VWHDGLHU�
WKDQ� VWDQGLQJ�� ,W¶V� EHVW� XVHG� ZKHQ�

\RX�QHHG�WR�VKRRW�XQGHU�DQG�RU�RYHU�
LQWHUPHGLDWH�REVWUXFWLRQV��7R�DVVXPH�
WKH�SRVLWLRQ��WDNH�D�KDOI�VWHS�IRUZDUG�
ZLWK�\RXU�VXSSRUW�VLGH�OHJ�DQG�WKHQ�GURS�
WR�\RXU�VKRRWLQJ�VLGH�NQHH��5HVW�\RXU�
VXSSRUW�VLGH�HOERZ�RQ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�VLGH�
NQHH��DQG�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�VKRRWLQJ�VOLQJ��
XVH�LW�IRU�DGGHG�VWDELOLW\��,I�\RX�FDQ�
VLW�RQ�\RXU�KHHO��RU�EHWWHU�\HW��RQ�\RXU�
IROGHG�RYHU�IRRW��\RX¶OO�EH�HYHQ�VWHDGLHU��
5HPHPEHU��WKH�FORVHU�\RX�JHW�\RXU�ULÀH�
WR�WKH�JURXQG��WKH�VWHDGLHU�\RX�ZLOO�EH�

,I� \RX¶UH� XVLQJ� VWLFNV� RU� PD\EH�
VKRRWLQJ�RYHU�D�ORJ�RU�URFN��\RX�FDQ�
NQHHO� RQ� ERWK� NQHHV�� VSUHDG� DERXW�
VKRXOGHU�ZLGWK� DSDUW��+RZHYHU�� WKH�
UHYHUVH�NQHHOLQJ�SRVLWLRQ�LV�HYHQ�EHWWHU��
.QHHO�RQ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�VLGH�NQHH��DV�
RSSRVHG�WR�\RXU�VKRRWLQJ�VLGH�NQHH��DQG�
WKHQ�UHVW�\RXU�VKRRWLQJ�DUP�RU�HOERZ�RQ�
\RXU�VKRRWLQJ�VLGH�NQHH�

10   JUNE/JULY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

When shooting from prone with a  
bipod, it’s more stable to lie with your 

body in line with the rifle instead of 
at an angle, but sometimes you must 

adapt to the terrain while hunting.

SHOOTING

A
N
D

Practice assuming the four most 
common shooting positions 
so you can be comfortable using 
and adapting them in the field.
By Richard Mann



Revo RKT Reels

F I S H  T O  W I N

Built for speed, the newly redesigned 
Revo® Rocket features a 17% larger 
machined aluminum main gear to drive 
the rocket-fast 7.6:1 gear ratio, which 
OGCPU�OQTG�ECUVKPI�CPF�OQTG�ƂUJKPI�KP�
every moment on the water.

©2023 Pure Fishing, Inc.

FISH LIKE
THE BOAT’S
ON FIRE.
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SITTING
The seated position is useful for many 
hunting situations and is very steady. The 
simplest and fastest way I’ve found to 
get into it is to just step one foot across 
the other and then squat. You can extend 
your shooting hand to ease the impact 
with the ground while you’re holding 
\RXU�ULÀH�LQ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�KDQG��2QFH�
down, you have options. You can place 
\RXU�IHHW�ÀDW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�UHVW�\RXU�
elbows on your knees, or you can cross 
your legs, lean forward, and place your 
elbows on, or in front of, your knees 
and shins.
When shooting from sticks while 

seated, square up perpendicular to the 
ULÀH��VSUHDG�\RXU�OHJV�ZLGH��SODFH�WKH�
soles of your feet on the ground and 
your elbows just forward of your knees. 
Also, lean forward so that your head is in 
front of your pelvis. You can also place 
your support hand on the comb or toe 
of the buttstock, or use it to hold onto 
WKH�ULÀH�IRUH�HQG�RU�VKRRWLQJ�VWLFNV��,I�
you have a shooting sling, use it. It can 
make the sitting position rock steady.

PRONE
The prone position demonstrates the 
validity of both rules of thumb described 
earlier. Because it’s the most time con�
suming to assume and because it gets 
\RXU�ULÀH�WKH�FORVHVW�WR�WKH�JURXQG��LW¶V�WKH�
steadiest. However, because of interme�
diate obstructions, it’s not as applicable 
in as many hunting situations. The best 

way I’ve found to go prone is to just 
drop to both knees, lean forward, and 
catch yourself with your shooting hand 
ZKLOH�KROGLQJ�WKH�ULÀH�LQ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�
KDQG��2QFH�RQ�\RXU�WXPP\��VSUHDG�\RXU�
legs with your feet wider than shoulder 
width, then prop up your shoulders on 
your elbows. Without a bipod or rest, 
you’ll want your body positioned at about 
D�����WR����GHJUHH�DQJOH�WR�WKH�ULÀH�
If you’re using a bipod, deploy it 

before going prone—you can adjust it 
once you’re on the ground. If you have a 
bipod or a rest, place your support hand 
XQGHU�WKH�EXWWVWRFN�DQG�XVH�LW� WR�¿QH�
tune your hold. If I’m low enough for 

my support hand to touch the ground, 
,¶OO�RIWHQ�PDNH�D�¿VW�DQG�UHVW�WKH�WRH�
of the stock between my thumb and 
LQGH[�¿QJHU��$OWHUQDWLYHO\��,¶OO�JULS�WKH�
VWUDS�WLJKWO\�DQG�URWDWH�P\�¿VW�XQGHU�WKH�
EXWWVWRFN�WR�¿QH�WXQH�P\�KROG��:KHQ�
shooting with a bipod or other forward 
support, you want your body positioned 
LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�ULÀH¶V�EDUUHO��DV�RSSRVHG�
to at an angle, if the ground allows it.

ODDBALL POSITIONS
Sometimes, in the real world, these 
SRVLWLRQV�PXVW�EH�PRGL¿HG��,�RQFH�WRRN�
an Idaho black bear by shooting uphill 
at an extreme angle while lying on my 
back under a large log in a deadfall and 
UHVWLQJ�WKH�ULÀH�DFURVV�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�ORJ��
2Q�DQRWKHU�KXQW��,�KDG�WR�VKRRW�D�1HEUDVND�
whitetail buck that snuck up behind me 
RQ�P\�VKRRWLQJ�VLGH��,�VKRW�KLP�RII�KDQG�
EXW�ZLWK�WKH�ULÀH�IURP�P\�OHIW�DV�RSSRVHG�
to my right shoulder. And while hunting 
waterbuck along the Limpopo River in 
South Africa, I had to kneel and rest my 
ULÀH�DFURVV�P\�JXLGH¶V�VKRXOGHU�
You really cannot plan for the 

VRPHWLPHV�ZHLUG�SRVLWLRQV�\RX�PLJKW�
have to shoot from while hunting. 
The best preparation is to become as 
FRQ¿GHQW�DV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�FRPPRQ�¿HOG�
shooting positions so that you’ll feel 
comfortable modifying them in the heat 
of the moment. Also, sometimes mother 
nature provides us a shooting support 
steadier than any tripod. Just as you can 
learn to use the terrain to aid in your stalk, 
learn to use it to help you shoot, too. 
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For best results when shooting from the 
kneeling position without a rest, place your 

support arm directly under the rifle.

When shooting from the seated 
position, rest your elbows on or in 

front of your knees or shins, and 
use a sling for added stability.
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S XPPHU�LV�UROOLQJ�LQWR�WRZQ��
EULQJLQJ�KHDW�DQG�KXPLGLW\��
ZDWHU�VNLHUV�DQG�ZDNHERDUGHUV��
IDPLO\�URDG�WULSV�DQG�ZHHNHQGV�

DW�WKH�ODNH��7KH�ERRP�RU�EXVW�F\FOH�RI�
VSULQJ�¿VKLQJ�LV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�UHDUYLHZ�
PLUURU�DV�RXU�IDYRULWH�ODNHV��ULYHUV��DQG�
UHVHUYRLUV�VHWWOH�LQWR�D�PRQWKV�ORQJ�SH�
ULRG�RI�ZDUP�ZDWHU��DEXQGDQW�IRUDJH�
DQG�UHODWLYHO\�DFWLYH�¿VK��1R�PDWWHU�
ZKHUH�\RX�GHFLGH�WR�FDVW�D�OLQH��RU�ZKLFK�
¿QQHG�DGYHUVDU\�\RX�SODQ�WR�WDUJHW��WKLV�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VSHFLHV�VSHFL¿F�WLSV�ZLOO�
KHOS�\RX�PHHW�ZLWK�VXFFHVV�WKLV�VXPPHU�

FLOAT A FROG FOR BASS
9HU\�IHZ�PRPHQWV�LQ�¿VKLQJ�WRS�WKH�
WKULOO� RI� D� EDVV� VPDVKLQJ� D� VXUIDFH�
OXUH��,QGHHG��ZDWFKLQJ�D�IURJ�RU�RWKHU�
WRSZDWHU�EDLW�GXULQJ�WKH�UHWULHYH�ÀRRGV�
DQ�DQJOHU�ZLWK� WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�D�
MDUULQJ�KRRNVHW��:KLOH�PDQ\�DQJOHUV�
DVVRFLDWH�WRSZDWHU�OXUHV�ZLWK�ORZ�OLJKW�
FRQGLWLRQV�GXULQJ�VXPPHU¶V�KHDW��EDVV�
ZLOO�DWWDFN�VXUIDFH� OXUHV�HYHQ�XQGHU�
WKH�EULJKW�PLGGD\�VXQ��,I�\RX¶UH�QHZ�
WR�VXPPHU�WRSZDWHU�¿VKLQJ��VWDUW�\RXU�
MRXUQH\�ZLWK�D�IURJ�

+ROORZ�ERGLHG�IURJV�H[FHO�ZKHUH�
IHZ�RWKHU� OXUHV�GDUH� WR�VZLP��ULJKW�
LQ� WKH�PLGGOH�RI� WKH� WKLFNHVW�VXUIDFH�
YHJHWDWLRQ�� ZRRG� DQG� VORS�� :LWK�
H[FHSWLRQDO�ÀRWDWLRQ�DQG�JLDQW�GRXEOH�
KRRNV�WKDW�ULGH�DERYH�WKH�OXUH��KROORZ�
ERGLHG�IURJV�FDQ�H[WUDFW�EDVV�IURP�WKH�
KHDYLHVW�FRYHU��7KH�EHVW�IURJV�H[SHUWO\�
EDODQFH�VXI¿FLHQW�ZHLJKW�IRU�ORQJ�FDVWV�
ZLWK�RSWLPXP�EXR\DQF\�WR�ÀRDW�ZLWK�
D�OLIHOLNH�SUR¿OH�DW�UHVW��KHDG�KLJK�DQG�
WDLO�ORZ��MXVW�OLNH�D�OLYLQJ�IURJ�

/LYH7DUJHW�KROORZ�ERGLHG�EDLWV²
IURJV�� VXQILVK� DQG� HYHQ� PLFH²DUH�
H[FHSWLRQDO�WRSZDWHU�OXUHV�DQG�SURYHQ�
EDVV� FDWFKHUV�� )HDWXULQJ� ELRPLPHWLF�
FRORUV��SUR¿OHV�DQG�DSSHDUDQFH�GHWDLOV��
/LYH7DUJHW�IURJV�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�UHSOLFDV�RI�
WKHLU�OLYLQJ�FRXQWHUSDUWV��7KH\�FDVW�D�PLOH��
ÀRDW�SHUIHFWO\�DW�UHVW��DQG�DWWUDFW�D�EDVV¶V�
DWWHQWLRQ�ZKHQ�ZRUNHG�WKURXJK�FRYHU�

/LNH�ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�DQ\�RWKHU�WRSZDWHU�
OXUH��SDXVLQJ�D�PRPHQW�DIWHU�WKH�VWULNH²
VR�WKH�OLQH�FRPHV�WLJKW�DQG�WKH�EDVV�FDQ�
GLYH�DZD\�IURP�WKH�ERDW²ZLOO�KHOS�
PDNH�\RXU�KRRNVHWV�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH��
,I�\RX¶UH�VWLOO�PLVVLQJ�VWULNHV��JLYH�WKH�
UXEEHU�VNLUW�D� WULP��6RPHWLPHV�WKRVH�
ORQJ�VNLUWV�FDQ�JHW�ZHGJHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
KRRN�DQG�WKH�IURJ¶V�ERG\��LPSHGLQJ�D�
SRVLWLYH�KRRNVHW�
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A hollow-bodied frog is capable of drawing 
strikes from fish in the nastiest of cover  
when bass push deep into the slop.

FISHING

Adapting to the conditions
is the name of the game now.

By Dr. Jason A. Halfen



TROLL UP WALLEYES
)RU�GHFDGHV��VXPPHU�ZDOOH\H�¿VKLQJ�
ZDV�UHOHJDWHG�WR�WKH�XOWUD�¿QHVVH�UHDOP��
OLYH�EDLW²HVSHFLDOO\�ZLJJO\�OHHFKHV�DQG�
VXSSOH�QLJKWFUDZOHUV²¿VKHG�VORZ��RQ�
ORQJ�� OLPS� OHDGHUV��DGMDFHQW� WR�GHHS�
VWUXFWXUH�� ,Q� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� KRZHYHU��
VXPPHU�ZDOOH\H�¿VKLQJ�KDV�HQMR\HG�
VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�UHELUWK��DV�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
SRZHU�¿VKLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�KDYH�HQWHUHG�RXU�
FROOHFWLYH�ZDOOH\H�DQJOLQJ�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�

6SHHG�WUROOLQJ�ZLWK�FUDQNEDLWV�LV�DQ�
H[FHOOHQW�ZD\�WR�FRYHU�ZDWHU�DQG�FDSWXUH�
VXPPHU�ZDOOH\HV��$�UDSLGO\�PRYLQJ�
EDLW¿VK�SUR¿OH�OXUH�WKDW�GLVSHUVHV�ERWK�
ÀDVK�DQG�YLEUDWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZDWHU�
FROXPQ�DSSHDOV�GLUHFWO\�WR�ZDOOH\HV¶�
SUHGDWRU\�QDWXUH�DQG�LV�HIIHFWLYH�DFURVV�
WKH�UDQJH�RI�ZDWHUV�ZKHUH�WKH\�VZLP�

,Q�PDQ\�QDWXUDO�ODNHV�DQG�UHVHUYRLUV��
VXPPHU�ZDOOH\HV�VOLGH�LQWR�GHSWKV�RI����
WR����IHHW��ZKHUH�WKH\�VSHQG�PXFK�RI�
WKH�ZDUP�VHDVRQ�DV�ORQJ�DV�VRPH�VRUW�RI�
IRUDJH�UHPDLQV�DYDLODEOH��7KH\�FDQ�HDVLO\�
EH�UHDFKHG�E\�ORQJ�OLQLQJ�GHHS�GLYLQJ�
FUDQNEDLWV�XVLQJ�EUDLGHG�OLQHV��,Q�WKLV�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ��GHGLFDWHG�WUROOLQJ�WDFNOH²
��IRRW��PHGLXP�SRZHU��PRGHUDWH�DFWLRQ�
WUROOLQJ�URGV�� OLQH�FRXQWHU�UHHOV��DQG�
����WR����SRXQG�WHVW�EUDLGHG�OLQH²LV�D�
UHDO�DGYDQWDJH��7KH�EUDLG¶V�WKLQ�GLDPHWHU�
PLQLPL]HV�ZDWHU�UHVLVWDQFH�DQG�DOORZV�
OXUHV�WR�GLYH�GHHSHU�ZLWK�OHVV�OLQH�LQ�
WKH�ZDWHU�

/HW�VXI¿FLHQW�OLQH�RXW�WR�GHOLYHU�WKH�
OXUHV� LQWR� WKH� ZDOOH\H� VWULNH� ]RQH²
JHQHUDOO\�ZLWKLQ���WR���IHHW�RII�WKH�ERWWRP��
:KHQ�LQ�GRXEW��JHW�WKH�OXUH�GHHS�HQRXJK�
WR�GHÀHFW�RII�WKH�ERWWRP�RFFDVLRQDOO\��WKHQ�
UHHO�XS�D�IHZ�FUDQNV��1RZ��WKH�WUDS�LV�VHW�

6XPPHU�ZDOOH\H�WUROOLQJ�LV�D�JDPH�RI�
VSHHG��)LVK�ZLOO�RIWHQ�UHVSRQG�IDYRUDEO\�
WR�OXUHV�SXOOHG�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�����PSK�
DV�PHDVXUHG�E\�\RXU�*36�FKDUWSORWWHU��
$W�VSHHGV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH��LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
KDYH�ZHOO�WXQHG�FUDQNEDLWV��DV�D�OXUH�WKDW�
GRHV�QRW�UXQ�WUXH�ZLOO�LQYDULDEO\�VQDUO�
LWVHOI�DQG�IUHTXHQWO\�RWKHU�QHDUE\�OLQHV�
RU�OXUHV�LQ�WKH�WUROOLQJ�VSUHDG�

'R�\RXUVHOI�D�IDYRU�DQG�FKHFN�HDFK�
EDLW¶V�EHKDYLRU�ERDWVLGH�DW�RU�DERYH�\RXU�
WDUJHW�VSHHG��PDNLQJ�DQ\�QHFHVVDU\�DG�
MXVWPHQWV�RU�UHSODFHPHQWV�EHIRUH�HYHU�
VHQGLQJ�OXUHV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ZDOOH\H�]RQH��
$Q�DVVRUWPHQW�RI�5DSDOD�7DLO�'DQFHUV�DQG�
6FDWWHU�0LQQRZV��DV�ZHOO�DV�1RUWKODQG�
5XPEOH�6WLFNV�DQG�FODVVLF�$FPH�5HHI�
5XQQHUV��ZLOO�WUDQVIHU�VXPPHU�ZDOOH\HV�
IURP�WKH�GHSWKV�WR�\RXU�ODQGLQJ�QHW�
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BURN MUSKIE BUCKTAILS
Summer is the perfect time to churn the 
water with bucktails. Water temperatures 
are approaching their annual peaks, and 
muskies are on the chew, ready to chase 
down fast-moving presentations. Look 
no further than thick beds of cabbage 
and coontail to garner consistent sum-
mer musky action.

Both weed varieties cast shade within 
the water column, reducing nearby water 
temperature and providing respite from 
the bright midday sun. Dense stands of 
cabbage and coontail provide ample 
FRYHU�IRU�EDLW¿VK�DQG�VPDOO�SDQ¿VK��
guaranteeing that resident muskies have 
an abundant food supply.

Contemporary bucktails fall into one of 
two broad categories: lures with a single 

spinner blade and those with tandem 
EODGHV��%RWK�VW\OHV�FDQ�EH�¿VKHG�VORZ�
or fast, but be prepared for the tandem-
blade spinners to pull back hard as you 
crank them in. Spinner blade size and 
shape will determine the retrieve speed 
at which the lure performs best, as well 
as the amount of thump and vibration the 
rotating blade creates as it spins along 
the lure’s axis. 
Long, slender willow-leaf blades 

function best at high speeds and displace 
the least amount of water, producing more 
ÀDVK�EXW�OHVV�WKXPS��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��
Colorado blades are typically associated 
with slightly slower presentations: crank 
these too fast, and the spinner may 
“blow-out,” no longer rotating smoothly 
around the lure’s wire backbone. Big 

Colorado blades move a lot of water 
as they spin and distribute the most 
vibration into the water column. The 
amount of thump from a spinner blade 
increases as its size increases, as does 
the effort needed on the retrieve.
Which bucktails should you choose? 

Frequently, sparse cover, shallow water 
and extreme retrieve speeds call for lures 
with willow-leaf blades. Dense cover, 
D�VORZHU�UHWULHYH�VSHHG�RU�¿VKLQJ�DIWHU�
dark calls for big Colorado single- or 
tandem-blade spinners. Keep your color 
selections simple: black tails with silver 
or gold blades are great for clear water. 
Brighter, more colorful combinations—
OLNH�\HOORZV��RUDQJHV�RU�ÀDVK\�P\ODU�
skirts—perform well in stained or turbid 
water during summer. 
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Monster muskies are prowling the thick cabbage 
and coontail now searching for easy meals. Big 

spinners, whether single or tandem, are the ticket 
for avid anglers on the hunt for these giants.
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T he federal Farm Bill, reautho-
UL]HG�E\�&RQJUHVV�HYHU\�¿YH�
years, is the most important 
piece of legislation that most of 

us ignore. That’s because the $1.4 trillion 
ELOO��ZKLFK�LQÀXHQFHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�
public-school lunches to disaster payments 
for drought-crippled corn farmers, is 
dense, complicated and so full of acro-
nyms that it’s hard to know whether you 
VKRXOG�VXSSRUW�$&(3��93$�+,3�RU�(4,3�

+DSSLO\��IRONV�IDU�PRUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�
the process and details are watching 
the development of the 2023 Farm Bill 
with an eye for what it can deliver to 
$PHULFD¶V�KXQWHUV��DQJOHUV�DQG�RXWGRRU�
recreationists. Folks like Jim Ingles, 
director of governmental affairs for 
3KHDVDQWV�)RUHYHU�

“Depending on what part of the country 
you live in, or whether you are a farmer or 
a hunter, you’re going to hear about, and be 
affected by, this legislation,” says Ingles, 

whose job is to ensure that conservation 
provisions of the sprawling legislation 
are preserved or even increased in order 
to affect things like clean water, healthy 
wildlife habitat and expanded access. 
Those conservation titles, which amount 
to just 7 percent of the federal funds dis-
tributed by the bill, include items such 
DV�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�5HVHUYH�3URJUDP�
�&53��WKDW�SD\V�IDUPHUV�WR�NHHS�PDUJLQDO�
cropland in bird-boosting cover and the 
FOXPVLO\�QDPHG�9ROXQWDU\�3XEOLF�$FFHVV�
DQG�+DELWDW�,QFHQWLYH�3URJUDP��93$�+,3��
that creates hunting access on farmlands.
The 2018 bill expires on Sept. 30, 

ZKLFK�PHDQV�&RQJUHVV�ZLOO�EH�SXVK-
ing to get the next Farm Bill completed 
and signed by Oct. 1. Ingles says that 
most sportsmen and -women can look 
beyond the biggest-ticket items that fund 
WKH�6XSSOHPHQWDO�1XWULWLRQ�$VVLVWDQFH�
3URJUDP��61$3��DQG�WKH�ELOOLRQV�RI�GRO-
lars in price supports and crop insurance.

³+DELWDW�DQG�DFFHVV��WKDW¶V�ZKDW�ZH�ERLO�
it down to,” he says. “There’s a lot at stake 
LQ�WKRVH�WZR�FDWHJRULHV��3URJUDPV�OLNH�
&53�DQG�(4,3�>(QYLURQPHQWDO�4XDOLW\�
,QFHQWLYH�3URJUDP@�DIIHFW�WHQV�RI�PLOOLRQV�
RI�DFUHV�RI�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�DFURVV�$PHULFD��
$QG�LI�ZH�GRQ¶W�JHW�93$�+,3�IXQGHG��
hunters could lose popular walk-in hunting 
programs across the country.”
The longest-running conservation 

SURJUDP�LQ�WKH�)DUP�%LOO�LV�&53��ZKLFK�
FRXOG�EH�FDOOHG�$PHULFD¶V�JUDVV�EDQN��
intended to keep soil from washing and 
EORZLQJ�DZD\��$OO�WKH�FRYHU�SODQWHG�LQ�
place of crops is a boon to ground-nesting 
birds, including waterfowl and upland 
VSHFLHV��DQG�VLQFH�&53�ZDV�DXWKRUL]HG�
in the 1985 Farm Bill, it’s also raised a 
lot of whitetails and non-game species. 
But we’re a long way below the high-
ZDWHU�PDUN�RI����PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�RI�&53�
FRQWUDFWHG�LQ�������DQ�HUD�GH¿QHG�E\�
low commodity prices. Grain prices are 
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The amount of funding for the Voluntary Public 
Access and Habitat Incentive Program, which 

many states use to support walk-in hunting 
areas on farms and other private lands, will be 

decided in passage of the 2023 Farm Bill. 

CONSERVATION

The next federal Farm Bill will 
establish the terms—and 
the scale—of conservation 
and sportsman access 
on America’s private land.
By Andrew McKean



currently spiking because of the war in 
Ukraine and global weather events, which 
PHDQV�LW�ZLOO�EH�D�¿JKW�WR�JHW�&53�DFUHV�
back to those historic highs.

³:H¶G�OLNH�WR�VHH�&53�UHVWRUHG�WR�KLJK�
OHYHOV��EXW�ZH�FDQ¶W�JR�WR�&RQJUHVV�ULJKW�
now and ask for 40 million acres,” says 
Ingles. “That would be expensive and a 
QRQ�VWDUWHU�LQ�D�&RQJUHVV�WKDW¶V�ORVLQJ�LWV�
appetite for big public expenditures. So 
we’re going to ask for as many acres as 
SRVVLEOH��EXW�ZLWK�PDQDJHPHQW�ÀH[LELOLW\�
that makes it appealing to landowners 
looking for alternatives to row crops that 
can make their operations more resilient 
during these wide swings in weather 
events that they’ve been experiencing. 
We think it makes sense to talk about 
&53�DV�ERWK�DQ�HFRORJLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�
safety net for producers.”

7KH�93$�+,3�ZDV�FUHDWHG� LQ� WKH�
2008 Farm Bill to provide grants to 
VWDWH�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�DJHQFLHV�WR�DOORZ�
SXEOLF�KXQWLQJ��¿VKLQJ�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�
related recreation on private land. Many 
administer the program as walk-in 
hunting initiatives, which have created 
millions of hunter days on hundreds of 
thousands of acres.

“If you hunt walk-in areas in your 
VWDWH��\RX�DUH�EHQH¿WWLQJ�IURP�93$�+,3�´�
Ingles says. “If funding goes away or 
gets reduced, it’s going to remove a lot 
of hunting access.”
The 2018 Farm Bill approved $50 mil-

lion in access grants to states and tribes, 
and this time around advocates are asking 
for $150 million to provide even more 
private-land access for hunters. Ingles 
QRWHV�WKDW�DFUHV�HQUROOHG�LQ�93$�+,3�
projects are good for landowners, who 
get an incentive payment for voluntarily 
allowing access and for improving wildlife 
habitat. It’s also good for recreationists, 
who can access high-quality habitat for 
QRW�RQO\�KXQWLQJ��EXW�DOVR�¿VKLQJ�DQG�
other outdoor activities like bird watching.

7KH�7KHRGRUH�5RRVHYHOW�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
3DUWQHUVKLS��ZKLFK�LV�OHDGLQJ�D�FRDOLWLRQ�
RI� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� JURXSV� RQ� D� XQL¿HG�
approach to Farm Bill priorities, notes that 
economic analysis of private-land access 
“shows a huge return on investment while 
expanding hunting opportunities.” That’s 
DQ�DSSHDOLQJ�SLWFK�WR�QRW�RQO\�&RQJUHVV��
but also landowners, rural communities, 
state agencies and even the sporting goods 
industry—all groups that have skin in 
this year’s Farm Bill game. 

.
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Black bears inhabit rough, rocky country 
in Idaho, and hounds are all too willing  

to meet the bruins on their own turf.

The first rule of 
hunting bears with hounds 
in southwestern Idaho is 
to keep up with the pack.
By Adam Heggenstaller
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W hen the mud-spattered Toyota 
stopped at the end of the 
gravel road, I slid out and 
strode to the edge of a clear-

ing that had most likely been a log land-
ing in the recent past. The ground dropped 
off quickly beyond the crushed stone 
and scattered bark fragments, and below 
me stretched a vast forest of pine tower-
ing above thick, green undergrowth. A 
soft wind swayed the branches of the 
trees at the edge of the landing, and I 
caught my breath when the breeze de-
livered the faint yet unmistakable sound 
my ears had been straining to hear. 

A bark, a bawl … somewhere down in 
there—way down in there—the hounds 
were still on the trail. 
I turned around to get the attention of 

the guys in the truck and, excited to hear 
proof that the race was on, pointed in the 
direction of the sound. It was a need-
less gesture. Casey Hileman, the owner 
of the hounds and a guide with Table 
0RXQWDLQ�2XW¿WWHUV��KDG�EHHQ�ZDWFKLQJ�
his pack’s progress on a Garmin GPS 
handheld unit since the dogs had picked 
up the bear’s scent more than an hour 
before. He knew exactly where each of 
his dogs were, if not where the bear was 
going to take them.

Good thing, too, because even though 
my friend Brian Lynn, vice president of 
the Sportsmen’s Alliance and an avid 
bear hunter, hopped from the truck and 
joined me to listen, neither of us caught 
the sounds of the hounds again. Brian 
just shrugged.

“And that’s why we have GPS,” he 
quipped. “Could you imagine trying to 
keep track of dogs out here without it?”
I couldn’t. In the 80 minutes or so that 

the hounds had been trailing the bear, 
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they’d covered more than 6 miles. The 
terrain was seemingly straight up and 
down in some spots, and innumerable 
snarls of deadfall and brush covered 
WKH�IRUHVW�ÀRRU��7KH�KRXQGV��KXQWHUV�
themselves in top form, were a lot better 

at traversing this country than us. They 
would give their all to their job—run 
the bear up a tree or hold it at bay on 
the ground—no matter how far they 
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�FKDVH�LW�¿UVW��%HLQJ�VRIWHU�
and slower of foot (I say that with no 

disrespect to my hunting partners) we 
had to resort to technology to stay in 
the race.
With each hound wearing a collar 

having a GPS receiver, we monitored 
the track of every dog in real time 
on the handheld. Having spent years 
training his dogs and hunting bears with 
them in the wilderness of southwestern 
Idaho, Hileman could study the icons 
on the handheld screen and visualize 
what was happening on the front lines 
based on the speeds and directions of 
the hounds transmitted to the screen. 
He knew when dogs were within sight 
of the bear, “looking at it,” and when 
dogs had lost the trail. After another 
20 minutes, it seemed as though this 
¿UVW�UDFH�RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ�ZDV�OHDQLQJ�
toward the latter.

“I don’t think they have it anymore,” 
Hileman said. “They’re spread out and 
heading in different directions. Let’s go 
see if we can pick them up. There’s a 
road that will get us pretty close.”
In the truck we made a winding de-

scent, took a turn and soon the handheld AD
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Table Mountain Outfitters 
guide Casey Hileman 

judges a bear treed by his 
hounds in a drainage.
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showed us we were within a couple 
hundred yards of the hounds, which 
were moving in our general direction. 
It looked like they were still seeking the 
scent of the bear, but Hileman knew it 
was over.

“Rooster! Rooster! Rooster!” he 
shouted out the window to one of the 
hounds. “Clancy, here! Here dogs, come 
on dogs!”
The pack heeded his call, though judg-

ing by the hounds’ expressions when 
they emerged from the timber, it was 
clear they didn’t want to call it quits. 
Hileman loaded each one into the large 
dog box spanning the bed of his truck, 
and we were off to try to strike another 
bear. In this rough and immense forest, 
treeing or baying one—let alone getting 
a shot—would be far from guaranteed. 

IN DEFENSE OF DOGS
Idaho is one of only a handful of states 
that permits hunting black bears in spring 
with hounds. The season, and dates dur-
ing the season when hound hunting is 
allowed, vary by unit. Generally speak-
ing, Idaho’s spring bear season opens in 

early April and ends in late June, with 
hounds permitted for most of that time 
in the majority of units.

Baiting is also permitted in most Idaho 
units during the spring. Table Mountain 
Outfitters (tablemountainoutfitters.
com) employs a combination of both 
techniques to put hunters onto bears.

“Bait sites really serve two purposes 
for us,” Scott Denny, who owns and op-
HUDWHV�7DEOH�0RXQWDLQ�2XW¿WWHUV��702��
with his wife, Angie, explained to me 
during my hunt with TMO last June. 
“We run bait sites to pattern bears for 
hunters who want to sit for them, and the 
sites that are being hit by bears give us 
a place to start the dogs. Normally we’ll 
run dogs in the morning and hunters will 
sit on bait in the evening.”

Both are effective methods of hunting 
bears and managing their populations 
in the expansive Idaho forestland where 
TMO operates its spring camp. With 
millions of steep acres covered in tim-
EHU��LW�ZRXOG�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�
locate bears—even with hounds—if 
there were nothing to encourage bears 
to establish a pattern.

Baiting and hound hunting, however, 
are criticized by those who do not un-
derstand the methods. Much of the mis-
guided negativity toward the techniques 
stems from anti-hunters looking to drive 
D�ZHGJH�EHWZHHQ�VSHFL¿F�JURXSV�RI�
sportsmen. Unfortunately, some hunters 
only help the antis’ cause by condemning 
methods of take that they subjectively 
view as unfair.

“Hunters are sometimes their own 
worst enemies,” noted Lynn as we 
discussed the criticism often directed 
at hound hunting and baiting for black 
bears. “The antis recognize this and 
are always quick to use it against us. 
When they can get hunters to disagree 
on something, it only gives them more 
UHDVRQ�WR�LQÀXHQFH�SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ�DQG�
seek a ban. Wayne Pacelle [former 
president and CEO of the Humane 
Society of the U.S.] said it point blank: 
‘We are going to use the ballot box 
and the democratic process to stop 
all hunting in the United States. We 
will take it species by species until all 
hunting is stopped in California. Then 
we will take it state by state.’”
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When hounds strike the scent of 
a bear, the entire forest knows 
it. Driving forest roads with dogs 
in the back of the truck is an 
efficient way to find bruins.





“These hit hunters, especially hounds-
men and bird dog hunters, really hard. 
7KH\�PDNH�LW�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�KXQWHUV�WR�
train and interact with working dogs 
in a constructive way.”

As I’d see in the coming days, hound 
hunters like Hileman and the Dennys 
have nothing but respect, admiration 

furtive in their tactics. For example, 
distorting animal-cruelty laws to apply 
to hound hunters, trainers and breeders 
is a current favorite strategy. 

“They disguise overly restrictive laws 
pertaining to breeding, kenneling, teth-
ering, selling and transferring dogs as 
‘animal-cruelty’ laws,” Lynn explained. 

As the head of communications and 
marketing efforts for the Sportsmen’s 
Alliance (sportsmensalliance.org), Lynn 
said that he is all too familiar with the 
tactics employed by extremists at the 
federal, state and agency levels to end 
hunting. In his home state of Washington, 
animal-rights activists banned bear 
hunting with bait and hounds by a ballot 
initiative in 1996. They did the same in 
Oregon two years before.

Anti-hunters also tried the ballot 
initiative approach to end hounds and 
bait in Idaho in 1996, Lynn pointed 
out. The Sportsmen’s Alliance was 
D�PDMRU�¿QDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWRU� LQ� WKH�
battle leading up to the vote, helped to 
educate Idaho citizens on the facts of 
bear hunting and provided fundraising 
consulting to garner the means needed 
to spread the truth among the public. 
Voters resoundingly rejected the 
measure, and bear hunting as Idahoans 
know it was preserved.

%XW�WKH�¿JKW�LVQ¶W�RYHU��QRWHG�/\QQ��
Hound hunting remains under attack in 
every state where it is legal, and anti-
hunters are becoming increasingly SC
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GPS tracking collars allow 
houndsmen to see the exact 
locations of their dogs  
during a race.



and downright love for their dogs. They 
pour years of effort into training and take 
great pride in the partnership that forms 
between hunter and hound. And along 
with that, I’d soon realize hunting with 
hounds is one of the most physically 

slipping in the mud of the trail made 
slick by a light rain.
We hadn’t hiked 10 minutes when the 

dogs’ long, deep bawls shifted to shorter, 
more excited chops. They were getting 
louder because they were no longer mov-
ing away from us. We were gaining on 
them. The hounds had stopped at a tree, 
and in that tree was a bear.
Moving down the hill, drawing closer 

to the ruckus, I was astounded by the 
size of the gigantic pine looming before 
me toward the bottom of the drainage. 
It made the hounds scrambling around 
its trunk look like brown and white ants. 
A couple smaller trees had fallen next 
to it, uprooted by wind, forming humps 
of tangled roots and branches. The dogs 
climbed all over the deadfalls, seeking 
to gain every inch that would put them 
closer to the bear.

“Good Clancy. Good dogs,” said 
Hileman with the sincerity of a parent 
looking over a straight-A report card. 
“Good dogs.”
The bear peered down from its perch 

30 feet above the hounds, unimpressed 
by their performance. Even as the dogs 

demanding and ethical ways to pursue 
black bears.

TREED IN NO TIME
After another couple turns on the gravel 
roads snaking their way through the 
pines, I was lost. Hileman, of course, 
knew exactly where he was going and 
pulled the pickup into a wide spot at the 
end of an old skid trail. He opened the 
dog box, and four hounds bounded out 
the door, quickly disappearing into the 
wet woods. Seconds later, they struck 
the scent of a bear, their bawls crashing 
like waves against the huge trees.

“Clancy’s got it,” said Hileman a 
couple minutes later. “He’s really going 
now. He might be looking at that bear.”
The guide started to head in the direc-

tion of his hounds, and I grabbed my 
ULÀH�DQG�IROORZHG��8QOLNH�WKH�PRUQLQJ¶V�
¿UVW�UDFH��WKLV�WLPH�WKH�KRXQGV¶�YRLFHV�
remained clear in my ears. The GPS 
showed they were less than 400 yards 
away, heading along the side of a hill 
and into a shallow drainage. I fought 
my way through briars and over rotting 
logs, trying to keep up with Hileman, 
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Fresh tracks in muddy gravel  
show that a bear is nearby. 
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clawed and jumped at the trunk and tried 
to climb it, the bear seemed smug in 
its knowledge that it was unreachable.

“That’s not the one we want,” said 
Hileman, looking up at a bear I judged 
to be about 100 pounds. “I had a feel-
ing it was a small bear since it treed so 
quick, but sometimes I’m surprised. 
This one’s got to grow up.”
It was an example of how hound hunt-

ing allows for selectivity in the taking 
of a bear. When a bear is treed, hunters 
typically have all the time they want 
to judge the animal for maturity, size, 
condition of its coat and color. It also 
ensures female bears with young are 
not taken, which is prohibited in Idaho. 
,I�D�VKRW�ZLOO�EH�¿UHG��LW�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�
deliberately, with plenty of time to use 
a solid rest, shoot from a stable posi-
tion and wait for the ideal angle that 
guarantees a quick, ethical kill.
Hileman gathered the hounds and put 

them on leads to walk them back to the 
truck. They weren’t going to leave the 
tree any other way, but for now, their 
hunt was over. Even though Clancy was 
young “and can go all day, and day after 
day,” Hileman didn’t want to overwork 

tiring dogs and hunters. The tiring part 
would come soon enough.
Hileman pulled the truck off the road 

and released the hounds. The race was 
on immediately, with the dogs’ voices 
quickly fading as they rushed downhill 
and over a low ridge. The area was cov-
ered in saplings, brush and other tangled 
vegetation that was over my head, but 
it didn’t slow the hounds one bit. They 
were off and running.

“We have a bait down there,” said 
Hileman. “The bear was probably on 
LW�ZKHQ�WKH�GRJV�¿UVW�VWUXFN��7KH\¶UH�
looking at him right now.”
The houndsman could sense the ex-

citement in his dogs, and pressed into 
the damp surface of the road was further 
proof that the trail was hot. Fresh bear 

him and the other hounds. They would 
get much-deserved rest during the af-
ternoon and night.

HONOR AMONG HOUNDS
It didn’t take long for the hounds to 
demonstrate their amazing noses the 
next morning. We were slowly driving 
down another gravel road, still sipping 
hot coffee left over from breakfast, 
when a chorus of bawls erupted from 
the boxes in the back of the truck. Their 
noses constantly working, Clancy and 
the gang had struck a bear from the 
road—not uncommon with good dogs. 
In fact, driving mountain roads with the 
air wafting through the dog box and 
across the hounds’ noses is a preferred 
way to cover ground without needlessly 

BEAR ESSENTIALS
Tough, lightweight gear is key for hound hunting.

Hunting bears with hounds often demands hiking over rough, nasty terrain, 
because that’s where the bruins like to live. Shots will typically be short, less than 
50 yards, and so this isn’t a hunt where a precision rifle with a heavy barrel and 
robust stock is needed. Accuracy, of course, is never a bad thing, and the Browning 

X-Bolt Speed Suppressor Ready ($1,429.99-$1,529.99; browning.com) provides 
it in a compact, lightweight package. 

The rifle’s fluted, sporter-contour, 20-inch barrel is threaded for a suppressor 
and comes with a muzzle brake. The composite stock keeps weight at less  
than 6 1/2 pounds and is available with Browning’s Ovix camo finish. The 
Smoked Bronze Cerakote on the external metal surfaces resists 
corrosion and scratches from brush and rocks. The rifle I used 
on my Idaho hunt was chambered in 6.8 Western,  
and the 175-grain Long Range Pro Hunter load 
cleanly took a bear with one round.

The scope, too, requires some thought when 

at close range, lower magnification is the ticket. Hunters need a bright scope with  
a reticle that stands out against black hide in shade and shadows. The Leupold 

VX-3HD 2.5-8x36 mm scope ($499.99; leupold.com) I mounted to the X-Bolt 
gave me a clear view of my target in the tree, and built on a 1-inch maintube, the 
optic was compact and balanced nicely with the rifle.

The scope’s Elite Optical System provides bright images in low light while 
reducing glare. The CDS dial gives hunters a quick way to adjust for longer shots 
if needed, such as while spot-and-stalk hunting. Above all, the VX-3HD is tough, 
which provides piece of mind should a hunter happen to fall while traversing tricky 
terrain (I know this from experience).
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tracks told us the animal had just been 
here, and judging by the size of them, 
it was a nice one.

After the initial fade when the dogs 
plunged down the hill, the volume of 
their bawls remained consistent. Rather 
than taking a course that continued to 
lead away from the bait site, the bear had 
turned and was running a line roughly 
parallel to the road, maybe half a mile 
from our location. This went on for per-
haps 20 minutes, and then the sound 
began to grow louder. The bear had made 
another turn and was heading toward us.

“Looks like the bear crossed back on 
its track,” explained Hileman, watching 
the dogs’ route on the handheld. “It’s 
coming this way. Be ready to shoot.”
Lynn and I walked the edge of the 

road, looking for an opening in the brush 
that would give us a better view down-
KLOO��7KH�EHVW�ZH�FRXOG�¿QG�ZHUH�VPDOO�
patches of vegetation about 75 yards 
away that were just a bit thinner than the 
surrounding growth. The dogs sounded 
like they were just out of sight, and as 
I scanned the brush on the slope below 
PH��,�FDXJKW�D�TXLFN�ÀDVK�RI�EODFN��,W�
was the bear, and it was gone just as 
quickly as it had appeared. Seconds later 
a couple glimpses of the hounds showed 
me they were right behind.
The race then took another turn, 

heading downhill and away from the 
road again. The bear had most likely 
either seen or smelled us and was put-
ting distance between itself and us once 
more. Judging by the sound of the dogs, 
the bear soon turned yet again, looping 
back toward the starting point of the 
race before making another change in 
direction that took it farther downhill. 
It ran another long, rough loop at that 
elevation before going straight downhill 
and leading the hounds almost out of 
hearing range.
It had been more than an hour since 

WKH�KRXQGV�KDG�¿UVW�VWUXFN�WKH�WUDLO��DQG�
Hileman decided to make a move. We 
jumped in the truck, watching the race 
on the handheld, and found a road that 
would take us downhill and put us closer 
to the action. After a couple mile drive, 
Hileman stopped and studied the GPS.

“We got a tree,” he reported. “Let’s 
see what we have.”

According to the handheld, it was 
only about 300 yards from the truck 
to the tree with the bear. That was a 

black, something of a rarity in an area 
known for its color-phase specimens. 

After a race that had spanned more 
than two hours and led the hounds over 
nearly 10 miles of rough terrain, my shot 
was almost anticlimactic but certainly 
welcomed. As the report echoed down 
the drainage and over the ridge, the dogs 
UXVKHG�LQ�WR�JHW�WKHLU�¿QDO�OLFNV�DW�WKH�
bear. They would leave their hard-earned 
prize only when we snapped leads to 
their collars and pulled them away from 
the jet-black carcass.
Tied to nearby trees as we skinned and 

quartered the bear, the dogs continued 
to bark, adding to the atmosphere of 
satisfaction with a job well done. It was 
almost like they were congratulating me 
for being able to keep up with them. 

straight-line measurement, however, 
and a ridge between us and the tree 
would triple that distance. The bottom 
portions of the ridge were covered in 
alders and briars, slowing our progress 
as we clawed our way to the top, over 
the spine and then down into a steep 
drainage where the bear had treed. The 
hounds’ choppy barks urged us on, and 
after a half-hour of sweaty struggle we 
arrived at a huge pine holding a black 
mass in its branches 60 feet from the 
ground.
The pine grew straight out of the 

drainage bottom. Climbing the slope on 
the far side of the tree put us about 30 
yards from the bear but less than 20 feet 
below it. We could clearly see this was 
a bear worthy of taking, and being all 
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Hounds and author alike 
celebrate the culmination 

of a two-hour race resulting 
in a 30-yard shot at a bear. 
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The

egardless of where you live in the East, 
you have good fishing close by this time 
of year. From the open waters of Lake 
Ontario to small, nameless 

ponds high in the mountains 
to the vast Atlantic Ocean, 
fishable water is closer 
than you might think. The 
start of summer is the 
best time to catch a wide 
array of species, too. Given 
how close you are to good 
fishing, the question that 
remains is this: Why 
aren’t you fishing 
right now? Here’s 
some motivation 
if you need it.

A sampling of the region’s best  
fishing opportunities this Summer

By Matt Crawford
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B eing unprepared will send you 
home faster than any other cir-
cumstance. The good news is 
being unprepared is complete-

ly avoidable. As a wildlife biologist and 
habitat consultant, I travel far and wide 
to help landowners transform their prop-
erties from a hunk of dirt into the wild-
life and hunting paradise of their dreams. 
Due to the nature of my work—

outdoors in the elements—I always 
carry a backpack to keep track of my 
gear. On any given summer day, whether 
completing habitat improvements on 
my family farm or working with clients 
around the country, the contents of my 
pack rarely change. To keep things brief 
here, I have omitted no-brainers like 
multi-tools, toilet paper, insect repellent, 
snacks and PPE such as chaps, a helmet 
and earplugs. 

I put together the following list to give 
you a template for a pack that’ll keep you 
safe, productive and, most importantly, 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�WR�PDNH�WKH�PRVW�RI�\RXU�
habitat improvement work this summer.

THE PACK
My daypacks are usually retired hiking 
packs, which range in size from 24 to 
30 liters and can accommodate a water 
bladder. While a 2-liter bladder is great, 
a 2 1/2- or 3-liter bladder is preferred. 
A waist strap is also a great feature—
HYHQ�EHWWHU�LI�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�RQH�ZLWK�
hip-pocket storage. I always choose a 
pack that is brightly colored (my current 
one is mustard yellow) so it’s easy to 
relocate if I ever take it off quickly. I 
recommend against using an old camo 
hunting pack unless you have no other 
RSWLRQ��$�UDLQÀ\�LV�QLFH�EXW�RSWLRQDO�

MAPPING SOFTWARE
As the list of mapping software and 
applications grows, pick one you under-
stand well and stick with it. I am partial 
to onX, as I have used this program for 
years. As long as you can mark way-
points, draw polygons, take notes (pic-
tures are excellent) and see topography 
lines, you will be able to stay organized 
with your habitat plans and progress. 
If you are more old-school and prefer 

to take notes on paper, I suggest getting 
a Rite in the Rain all-weather universal 
journal. I was introduced to these journals 
as an undergrad in the wildlife and 
¿VKHULHV�PDQDJHPHQW�SURJUDP�DW�:HVW�
Virginia University and have used them 
ever since. 
The paper can withstand steady rain 

and works with any pencil (the company 
also sells waterproof pens). While I’ve not 
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WULHG�XVLQJ�WKH�SDSHU�DV�D�¿UH�VWDUWHU��LWV�
wax content makes me believe it would 
serve well as a crumpled tinder bundle. 

FLAGGING RIBBON
Flagging ribbon is an indispensable 
visual marker for the land manager. 
:KLOH�,�WHQG�WR�KDQJ�PRVW�RI�P\�ÀDJ-
JLQJ�ULEERQ�GXULQJ�WKH�GRUPDQW�VHDVRQ��
I always keep a couple rolls of different 
colors in my pack throughout the year. 
The list of colors and color combina-

WLRQV�LV�HQGOHVV��VR�EH�VPDUW�ZLWK�\RXU�
choices and designations. I typically 
add a note (and photo) to my onX in-
dicating the color and what it means. 
)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�,�KDQJ�D�UHG�ULEERQ�RQ�
D�WUHH��LW�DOZD\V�PHDQV�WKH�WUHH�LV�WR�EH�
cut. A blue ribbon means “save this tree.” 
:KHQ�PDUNLQJ�DUHDV�IRU�IXWXUH�SURMHFWV��
VXFK�DV�D�EHGGLQJ�WKLFNHW�FXW��LQYDVLYH�
VSHFLHV�WUHDWPHQW�RU�FURS�WUHH�UHOHDVH��
walk the perimeter and add ribbon as 
\RX�VHH�¿W��2QFH�WKH�OHDYHV�DUH�GRZQ�
LQ�D�IHZ�PRQWKV��\RXU�³ÀDJV´�ZLOO�EH�
much more apparent. 

,�FDQQRW�HPSKDVL]H�WKLV�SRLQW�HQRXJK��
so I will say it one more time: Keep 
track of what you are marking on your 
mapping software! If you can stay or-
JDQL]HG��\RX�FDQ�PDUN�IRRG�SORWV��QHZ�
WUDLOV��IUHVK�VLJQ�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�ZDQW��
If you change your mind about the proj-
HFW��UHPRYH�WKH�ROG�ULEERQ��7KHUH�DUH�
few things worse than stumbling across 
DQ�DUHD�\RX�SUHYLRXVO\�ÀDJJHG�RQO\�WR�
realize you can’t remember what you 
were marking.

COLLAPSIBLE HANDSAW
Most of the forest stand improvement 
(FSI) projects I work on during the 
summer involve invasive species. 
Summer is a great time to focus on bush 
KRQH\VXFNOH��PXOWLÀRUD�URVH��EXFNWKRUQ�
DQG�DXWXPQ�ROLYH��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�VPDOO��
to moderate-sized shrubs and trees. A 
good-quality handsaw will quickly work 
WKURXJK�WKH�WUXQN��H[SRVLQJ�WKH�IUHVK�
stump for herbicide treatment. Make 
sure to apply your herbicide within half 
an hour of cutting; it won’t take if the 
plant is allowed too much time to heal. 
Use the saw to cut a ring around the 
trunk of larger trees to create a makeshift 
JLUGOH�� �$IWHU�\RX�ULQJ�WKH�WUHH��DSSO\�
the herbicide immediately to the entire 
wound. This will kill the tree and leave 
it standing.

HATCHET
The hatchet you choose doesn’t need to 
be anything fancy. Whatever you can 
¿QG�O\LQJ�DURXQG�WKH�EDUQ�VKRXOG�ZRUN��
WKRXJK�JLYHQ�WKH�RSWLRQ��,�SUHIHU�RQH�
with a bit of heft. I use an old hatchet my 
grandfather gifted the family before he 
passed away. It feels great to use a tool 
whose lacquer was worn thin through 
use on countless weekend projects. I use 
this tool for hack-and-squirt projects to 
kill (and leave standing) trees too big to 
cut down with the handsaw. 

SQUIRT BOTTLE 
AND NITRILE GLOVES
Any spray bottle designed for cleaning 
products will work for our intended 
purposes. I buy cheap bottles from the 
KDUGZDUH�VWRUH��H[SHFWLQJ�WR�UHSODFH�
them regularly. The herbicides and 
adjuvants added to the bottles will 
inevitably clog the spray nozzles and 
¿OWHUV��VR�GRQ¶W�H[SHFW�D�OHQJWK\�OLIHVSDQ�
for your bottle. If your backpack doesn’t 
KDYH�D�ZDWHU�ERWWOH�KROGHU��FRQVLGHU�
purchasing a pouch or other means 
to hold your herbicide bottle. (Back 
DW�KRPH��DOZD\V�VWRUH�\RXU�ERWWOHV�LQ�
a liquid-proof container—I use a 5- 
gallon bucket.)

Any time I am working with herbi-
FLGHV��,�ZHDU�QLWULOH�JORYHV��:KHWKHU�
measuring chemicals at the barn or us-
LQJ�WKH�VSUD\�ERWWOH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��WKH\�DUH�
always on my hands. I know it’s hot. I 

know your hands will prune from the 
sweat. But I also know that nitrile does a 
much better job than latex at protecting 
you from chemicals.

FIRST-AID KIT
6LQFH� ,�RIWHQ�ZRUN� DORQH��NHHSLQJ�D�
FDSDEOH�¿UVW�DLG�NLW�RQ�P\�SHUVRQ�FDQ�
be the difference between getting home 
safely and spending an uncomfortable 
night in the woods. Notice I said “capable” 
instead of “robust.” Items I deem essential 
include a basic wound-care kit (antibiotic 
RLQWPHQW��VHYHUDO�EDQGDJHV��VWHULOH�SDGV���
,PRGLXP��WDNH�DW�WKH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�DQ�XSVHW�
VWRPDFK���%HQDGU\O��DQJU\�KRUQHWV��EHHV��
SROOHQ��DQG�D�WRXUQLTXHW��IRU�DQ\�³RK��
s#!t!” scenarios). 

VERSATILE CONTENTS
The moral of the story here: Bring 
enough to be prepared to cover a couple 
of different activities. Whether it’s a 
scouting-and-marking project or you’re 
FXWWLQJ�DQG�WUHDWLQJ�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV��
be ready to make the most of your day. 

,Q�WKH�HYHQW�WKH�ZHDWKHU�VKLIWV��SXW�
down the herbicide and work on some 
KLQJH�FXWV��2U�ÀDJ�RII�WKH�SHULPHWHU�RI�
a future edge-feathering project (don’t 
forget to mark it on your map app!). 
6WD\�EXV\��,I�\RX�JHW�D�ERRERR��FOHDQ�
LW��SDWFK�LW�XS�DQG�PRYH�RQ��(YHU\�ELW�
of effort now gets you one step closer 
to punching a tag this fall. Have fun 
out there and be safe. 
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A collapsible handsaw is easy to pack and 
comes in handy for removing non-native 
vegetation and even felling small trees.
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T KH�¿UVW�EOXH¿VK�,�HYHU�FDXJKW�
ZDV�E\�PLVWDNH��DQG�LW�ZDV�RQH�
RI�EHVW�DQG�PRVW�IRUWXQDWH�DQ-
JOLQJ�PLVWDNHV�WR�HYHU�FRPH�

P\�ZD\��,�ZDV�VXUI�¿VKLQJ�D�IDYRULWH�
EHDFK�IRU�VWULSHG�EDVV�ZLWK�OLWWOH�OXFN��
7KH�WLGH�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�HEE�DQG�ZLWK�LW�
P\�KRSHV�RI�VXFFHVV��DQG�,�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW�FDOOLQJ�LW�D�GD\��

One more cast,�,�WKRXJKW�DV�,�ODXQFKHG�
WKH�.DVWPDVWHU��GURSSLQJ�LW� MXVW�RII�D�
VWULQJ�RI�H[SRVHG�OHGJHV��0\�KXQFK�
ZDV�WKDW�EDVV�PLJKW�KDYH�EDLW�FRUUDOOHG�

DJDLQVW� WKH� URFNV�� $V� ,� VWDUWHG� WKH�
UHWULHYH��,�IHOW�D�VROLG�WXJ�RQ�WKH�OLQH��
0\�¿UVW�WKRXJKW�ZDV�big striper!�EXW�
WKLV�¿VK�IRXJKW�ZLWK�PRUH�DQJHU�DQG�
DJJUHVVLRQ�WKDQ�D�EDVV��,W�DOVR�PDGH�
ORQJHU��IDVWHU�DQG�PRUH�WHQDFLRXV�UXQV��
:KHQ�LW�FOHDUHG�WKH�ZDWHU�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�
DFUREDWLF�OHDSV�WKDW�FRQWLQXHG�DOPRVW�WR�
WKH�EHDFK��VRPHWKLQJ�VWULSHUV�UDUHO\�VHHP�
WR�GR�RQFH�KRRNHG��,�NQHZ�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��

7KH�XQIRUWXQDWH�SDUW�RI�P\�EOXH¿VK�
LQLWLDWLRQ�LV�,�QHYHU�JRW�D�FKDQFH�WR�SXW�
P\�KDQGV�RQ�LW��-XVW�DV�WKH�EOXH�VHHPHG�

WR�JLYH�XS�WKH�JKRVW�DQG�,�VWDUWHG�WR�SXOO�
LW�DVKRUH��P\�PRQR¿ODPHQW�OHDGHU�OHW�JR��
$V�WKH�¿VK�VKLPPLHG�DQG�UROOHG�ZLWK�D�
VXGGHQ�ÀDVK�RI�WKH�WDLO��LW�GLVDSSHDUHG�
LQWR�WKH�VXUI��

6LQFH�WKDW�GD\�,�KDYH�WDUJHWHG�EOXH¿VK�
ZKHQHYHU�DQG�ZKHUHYHU�,�KHDU�WKURXJK�
WKH�JUDSHYLQH�WKH\�³DUH�LQ�´�,�VWLOO�HQMR\�
¿VKLQJ�IRU�VWULSHG�EDVV��EXW�,¶YH�JRQH�
QXWV�RYHU�EOXHV��,¶OO�HYHQ�VWLFN�P\�QHFN�
RXW�DQG�VD\��SRXQG�IRU�SRXQG��WKHUH¶V�
QRWKLQJ� TXLWH� OLNH� WKHP� WKDW� VZLPV�
LQVKRUH�ZDWHUV��
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HOW-TO

Bluefish tend to take a backseat 
to other near-shore species, but 
few offer such reliable, tenacious 
action during the summer months.
By Al Raychard
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TIMING THE RUNS
%OXH¿VK�DUH�PLJUDWRU\��7KH�WLPLQJ�LQ�
VSHFL¿F�DUHDV�DORQJ�WKH�(DVW�&RDVW�LV�
DOZD\V�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�ZDWHU�WHPSHUDWXUH�
DQG�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�EDLW¿VK��VR�LW�FDQ�
YDU\�IURP�\HDU�WR�\HDU�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�
ORFDO�FRQGLWLRQV��

%OXH¿VK�WUDYHO�QRUWK�LQ�VSULQJ�DQG�
HDUO\�VXPPHU�DV�LQVKRUH�ZDWHU�WHP-
SHUDWXUHV�ZDUP��WKH\�UHWUHDW�VRXWKZDUG�
LQ�WKH�IDOO�DV�WHPSHUDWXUHV�FRRO��7KH�
EHVW�DQJOLQJ�DFWLYLW\�JHQHUDOO\�RFFXUV�
ZKHQ�WKH�ZDWHU�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�DERYH�WKH�

���GHJUHH�PDUN��,Q�WKH�PLG�$WODQWLF�DQG�
ZDWHUV�RI�&KHVDSHDNH�%D\��WKLV�JHQHUDOO\�
PHDQV�ODWH�$SULO�RU�HDUO\�0D\�WKURXJK�
1RYHPEHU�DQG�HYHQ�LQWR�'HFHPEHU�VRPH�
\HDUV��7KH�FRDVWDO�ZDWHUV�RI�1HZ�-HUVH\��
1HZ�<RUN�DQG�1HZ�(QJODQG�VRXWK�RI�
&DSH�&RG�FDQ�VHH�WKHLU�¿UVW�UXQV�VRPH-
WLPH�LQ�0D\��ZLWK�JRRG�DQJOLQJ�SURVSHFWV�
WKURXJK�PXFK�RI�1RYHPEHU��(DVWZDUG��
DORQJ�WKH�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�DQG�0DLQH�

FRDVWV��EOXH¿VK�GRQ¶W�XVXDOO\�DUULYH�XQWLO�
VRPHWLPH�LQ�-XQH��ODWHU�LQ�VRPH�\HDUV��
DQG�DUH�KHDGHG�VRXWK�E\�PLG�6HSWHPEHU�

$JDLQ��WKH�WLPLQJ�YDULHV��DQG�DW�WLPHV�
ORFDWLQJ�¿VK�FDQ�EH�IUXVWUDWLQJ��(YHQ�
DORQJ�D�VWUHWFK�RI�EHDFK�RU�ZLWKLQ�D�
FHUWDLQ�ED\�RU�HVWXDU\��EOXH¿VK�PLJKW�
EH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�DUHD�EXW�QRW�
DQRWKHU��DQG�WKH\�FDQ�DSSHDU�DQG�GLVDS-
SHDU�TXLFNO\��VR�LW�SD\V�WR�EH�PRELOH��

INGREDIENTS:

•  4 bluefish fillets
•  Salt and pepper
•  Olive oil
•  1 tsp fresh lemon juice

•  1 tbsp chopped parsley, 
cilantro, mint, minced garlic, 
thyme, oregano, parsley or 
whatever herbs you prefer

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Preheat grill to high.
2. Season fillets with salt, pepper and a mixture of olive oil and herbs.
3. Add lemon juice to a plate for cooked fillets.
4. Brush grill with olive oil.
5. Place fillets skin-down on the grill and cover. Cook for 3 minutes. 
6.  Reduce heat to medium. Flip fillets onto the flesh side, cover and 

cook for 3 additional minutes per 1 inch of thickness. 
7.  To test for doneness, gently lift a fillet with a spatula or fork. 

If the flakes start to separate, the fillets are done. 
8.  Remove the fillets, keeping the skin side up, and place on dish 

with lemon juice to serve.

GRILLED BLUEFISH
A simple, tasty way to enjoy your catch

Despite their poor reputation as table fare, bluefish can be quite delicious if handled 
properly. Bluefish flesh is rather soft, and those over 10 pounds tend to be quite oily. 
In general, bluefish should be kept on ice when caught and prepared fresh; they do 
not freeze well. Bluefish can be cooked as fillets or on the bone, breaded and pan-
fried, grilled, baked or broiled. Here’s a grilling recipe that I really enjoy. 
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Although water temperature is important, 
EOXH¿VK�ZLOO�UDUHO\�EH�IRXQG�ZKHUH�WKHUH�
is nothing to eat. This makes the avail-
DELOLW\�RI�PHQKDGHQ��VLOYHUVLGHV�DQG�
RWKHU�EDLW¿VK�HTXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��LI�QRW�
PRUH�VR��$V�WKHVH�IRRGV�PRYH��VR�GR�WKH�
EOXHV��2QFH�EOXH¿VK�DUULYH��LW�GRHVQ¶W�
WDNH�ORQJ�IRU�ZRUG�WR�JHW�DURXQG��/LYLQJ�
PLOHV�IURP�WKH�FRDVW�DV�,�GR��,�PDGH�D�
SRLQW�ORQJ�DJR�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�QHWZRUN�RI�
FRQWDFWV²EDLW�DQG�WDFNOH�VKRSV��ORFDO�
¿VKHUPHQ�,¶YH�PHW�ZKR�OLYH�FORVHU�WR�
WKH�FRDVW��D�IHZ�ORFDO�JXLGHV²IRU�XS�
WR�GDWH�EOXH¿VK�DFWLYLW\��

ANY TIDE WILL DO 
(YHU\�LQVKRUH�DQJOHU�KDV�D�IDYRULWH�WLGH�
IRU�WKH�DUHDV�WKH\�¿VK²VRPH�SUHIHU�WKH�
KLJK�WLGH��VRPH�WKH�ORZ�DQG�VRPH�DQ\-
ZKHUH�LQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��7KH�SUHIHUHQFH�
RIWHQ�GHSHQGV�RQ�H[SHULHQFH��KRZ�DQG�
ZKHQ�EDLW¿VK�PRYH�ZLWKLQ�D�JLYHQ�DUHD�
DQG�RWKHU�FULWHULD��:LWK�EOXH¿VK�LW�PDNHV�
OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQFH��%OXH¿VK�FDQ�EH�FDXJKW�
DW�YDULRXV�WLGH�OHYHOV�ZLWK�HTXDO�VXFFHVV��
SURYLGHG�ZDWHU�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DUH�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�FRPIRUW�]RQH�DQG�IRRG�LV�DYDLODEOH��

$Q�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�DUHDV�WKDW�DUH�GLUWLHG�
E\�VLOW�RU�PXG��W\SLFDOO\�RQ�WKH�RXWÀRZ�
DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�DVWURQRPLFDO�KLJK�
WLGHV�RU�VHYHUH�SHULRGV�RI�UDLQ��$V�D�

UXOH��EOXH¿VK�DUH�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�IRXQG�
LQ�FOHDU�ZDWHU��SUHVXPDEO\�GXH�WR�WKH�
EHWWHU�YLVLELOLW\�DQG�EHFDXVH�PRVW�EDLW¿VK�
VSHFLHV�VK\�DZD\�IURP�DUHDV�ZKHUH�WKHLU�
YLVLELOLW\�LV�UHVWULFWHG�

TIME OF DAY AND WEATHER
%OXH¿VK�DUH�RSSRUWXQLVWLF�IHHGHUV�WKDW�
UDYDJH�VFKRROV�RI�EDLW�ZKHQHYHU�KXQJHU�
GLFWDWHV��7KLV�FDQ�KDSSHQ�DW�DQ\�WLPH�

RI�GD\��EXW�LW�SD\V�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�
EOXH¿VK�DUH�VHQVLWLYH�WR�EULJKW� OLJKW��
:KLOH� LW� LV�TXLWH�SRVVLEOH� WR�ZLWQHVV�
EOXH¿VK�EOLW]LQJ�WKH�VXUIDFH�ZKHQHYHU�
RSSRUWXQLW\�NQRFNV��HYHQ�XQGHU� WKH�
QRRQWLPH�VXQ��EOXH¿VK�JHQHUDOO\�KXQW�
LQ�GHHSHU��GDUNHU�ZDWHUV�XQGHU�FOHDU��
VXQ�¿OOHG�GD\V��*LYHQ�WKH�ULJKW�WLGHV��
MXVW�EHIRUH�GD\EUHDN�XQWLO�PLG�PRUQLQJ��
DQG�WKHQ�DJDLQ�IURP�ODWH�DIWHUQRRQ�WR�
DIWHU�GXVN��DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�SULPH�¿VKLQJ�
WLPHV��&ORXG\�GD\V�FDQ�DOVR�EH�HVSH-
FLDOO\�SURGXFWLYH��

7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�D�
FROG�IURQW�RU�D�GUDVWLF�FKDQJH�LQ�ZHDWKHU�
FRQGLWLRQV��8SWLFNV�DQG�GRZQWXUQV�LQ�
EDURPHWULF�SUHVVXUH�RIWHQ�SXW�EOXH¿VK�
RQ�WKH�IHHG��$W�QLJKWWLPH��VFKRROV�RI�
EDLW¿VK�DUH�TXLWH�DFWLYH�XQGHU�WKH�FRYHU�
RI�GDUNQHVV��HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�PRRQOLW�
VNLHV²D�IDFW�EOXH¿VK�DUH�DFXWHO\�DZDUH�
RI�DQG�H[SORLW��

LOCATING BLUES
2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�WDUJHW-
LQJ�EOXHV�LV�ORFDWLQJ�WKHP��6FKRROV�RI�
EOXH¿VK�DUH�SHUSHWXDOO\�RQ�WKH�PRYH��
7KH\�FDQ�DSSHDU�DW�D�PRPHQW¶V�QRWLFH�
DQG�GLVDSSHDU�MXVW�DV�TXLFNO\��)RU�WKDW�
reason, angling success, whether inshore 
RU�RIIVKRUH��GHSHQGV�RQ�EHLQJ�PRELOH��

2IIVKRUH�ERDWHUV� VKRXOG� ORRN� IRU�
DFWLYLW\�QHDU�URFN�SLOHV��UHHIV�DQG�RWKHU�
VWUXFWXUH��7KH�ULOHG��EUHDNLQJ�HGJHV�RI�
URFN\�LVODQGV�DUH�DOVR�SRWHQWLDO�KRWVSRWV��
$�UHOLDEOH�VLJQ�RI�EOXH¿VK�DFWLYLW\�LV�
JXOOV�FLUFOLQJ�RYHUKHDG�DQG�GLYLQJ�LQ�D�
IUHQ]\��,QVKRUH�KRW�VSRWV�VHHP�OLPLWOHVV� SH
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A typical surf-fishing rig includes 
a medium-power rod at least 8 
feet in length, 15- to 20-pound 

mono main line and a 50- to 
80-pound fluoro leader.
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THE BEST FISHERMEN JUST FISH —
WITH THE PROVEN POWER OF ULTREX™

They don’t mess with their boat. They don’t waste 
time. And they end the day with no regrets. Because 
the best fishermen fish with Ultrex™, trusting its track 
record of legendary Minn Kota® toughness and the 
power of Spot-Lock®. It’s more time on the water. 
And more fish in the boat. 
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but typically include large and small 
bays, estuaries, river mouths, along rock 
jetties, strong rips and channel ridges—
ZKHUHYHU�EOXH¿VK�FDQ�FRUUDO�PHQKDGHQ��
mackerel and other prey species. There 
are times when blues force bait right 
into the surf along the beaches within 
easy casting range. 

BLUEFISH GEAR
%OXH¿VK�FDQ�EH�FDXJKW�E\�WUROOLQJ�OXUHV�
and on bait such as cut mackerel. When 
they’re chomping on or near the surface, 
VSLQQLQJ�RU�À\�¿VKLQJ�JHDU� LV�PRVW�
HQMR\DEOH��%OXH¿VK�WUDYHO�LQ�VFKRROV��
W\SLFDOO\�ZLWK�¿VK�RI�WKH�VDPH�JHQHUDO�
size. In the waters of Chesapeake Bay, 

��� WR���SRXQGHUV�DUH�FRPPRQ��ZLWK�
larger specimens exceeding 10 pounds 
possible in New England waters, though 
LW�LV�QHYHU�D�FHUWDLQW\�ZKDW�VL]H�EOXH¿VK�
will be encountered in a given spot. In 
general, it is better to go with at least 
PHGLXP�SRZHU�JHDU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�OLJKW�

3RSXODU�VSLQQLQJ�ULJV�LQFOXGH����DQG�
��IRRW�URGV��HYHQ�ORQJHU�ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�
the surf) with matching reels loaded 
ZLWK�����WR����SRXQG�WHVW�PRQR¿ODPHQW�
PDLQ� OLQH�DQG����� WR����SRXQG�WHVW�
ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDGHUV��(YHQ�WKHVH�KHDY\�
leaders should be checked occasionally 
for fraying. Connect the two pieces 
RI� OLQH� ZLWK� EODFN� RU� GDUN�FRORUHG�
snap swivels or a strong knot. When 
on the feed, blues will hit practically 
anything on or below the surface that 
they can see. The Cotton Cordell Pencil 
Popper, Talkin’ Popper by Tsunami, 
Gag’s Grabber Schoolie Popper, Acme’s 
Kastmaster, Luhr Jensen’s Krocodile 
Spoon or any of the diamond jigs are 
but a few good options.

)HZ� LQVKRUH� ¿VK� DUH� DV� H[FLWLQJ�
RQ� À\� JHDU�� 6PDOOHU� EOXHV� LQ� TXLHW�
estuaries and back bays can be handled 
RQ����DQG���ZHLJKW�URGV��EXW����DQG�
��ZHLJKW�URGV�DUH�EHWWHU�RQ�WKH�ÀDWV��
ULYHU�RXWÀRZV��ULSV��WKH�VXUI�DQG�RWKHU�
KHDY\�ZDWHU��2YHUORDGLQJ�À\�URGV�ZLWK�
VOLJKWO\�KHDYLHU�ÀRDWLQJ�RU�LQWHUPHGLDWH�
lines makes presenting large, heavy 
DQG�EXON\�ÀLHV�DQG�SRSSHUV�HDVLHU�DQG�
calls for fewer false casts, especially 
in windy conditions. Heavy leaders 
DQG� ÀXRURFDUERQ� WLSSHWV� VLPLODU� WR�
those used with spinning gear can be 
HPSOR\HG�ZKHQ�FDVWLQJ�ÀLHV��

:KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� À\� SDWWHUQV��
EOXH¿VK�DUH�QRW�IXVV\��/DUJH�&ORXVHUV�
and Deceivers dressed in white, green 
DQG�EOXH�ZLWK�VRPH�ÀDVK\�WLQVHO�DUH�
JRRG�FKRLFHV��6LQJOH�KRRN�SRSSHUV�
VXFK�DV� WKH�&%�,Q�6KRUH�3RSSHU����
and Bob’s Banger are productive on 
the surface. Practically any streamer or 
popper pattern remotely resembling or 
DFWLQJ�OLNH�D�SDQLFNHG�EDLW¿VK�ZLOO�RIWHQ�
get the job done, but it pays to check 
with tackle shops for local favorites. 
In most cases presentation and 

retrieving speed are more important 
WKDQ�ZKDW�\RX�WKURZ�DW�EOXH¿VK��5DWKHU�
than casting directly into a school of 
IHHGLQJ�¿VK��FDVW�LQ�IURQW�RI�LW�RU�WR�WKH�
VLGH��VWDUW�VWULSSLQJ�TXLFNO\�DQG�KROG�
on tight. 

BLUES BY YOU
Top bluefish spots in every Eastern coastal state

VIRGINIA: Chesapeake Beach; Tilghman Island area; Kent Island 
area; Point Lookout; Sandy Hook; Virginia Beach area, 
including back bays and inlets 

MARYLAND/DELAWARE: Ocean City beaches and inlets; 
Mallows Bay Park (Lower Potomac River); Cornfield 
Harbor area; Delaware Bay and islands, beaches, canals 
and creeks; Cape Henlopen Fishing Pier; Henlopen 
Point; Indian River Inlet; Broadkill Beach; Tower Beach

NEW JERSEY: Cape May beaches; Point Pleasant area; Sandy Hook Bay 
and beaches; Barnegat Lighthouse State Park jetty, beaches and bay; 
Island Beach State Park area; Ocean City piers and beaches; Corson’s 
Inlet State Park area

NEW YORK: Montauk Point area, including 
Shadmoor Beach; Turtle Cove and Lighthouse Point areas; 
Cold Spring Harbor; Little Neck Bay; Glen Head and other 
bays and beaches along the north shore of Long Island; 

Jamaica Bay; Great Bay and other bays and beaches 
along the south shore of Long Island

CONNECTICUT: Lower saltwater portion of Connecticut River from 
Baldwin Bridge downstream; South Cove Causeway area in Old 
Saybrook; DEP Marine Headquarters boardwalk south to mouth of 
Lieutenant River in Old Lyme; Poquonock Cove area of Bluff Point 
State Park; Fort Trumbull State Park; Sherwood Island State Park

RHODE ISLAND: East and West Passages of Narragansett Bay; 
outflows at Weekapaug; Quonnie area; Charlestown; Galilee Channel; 
Narrow River area

MASSACHUSETTS: Plum Island and Merrimack River 
mouth area; Salisbury Beach; Peggotty Beach; Revere 
Beach; Lynn Harbor; Saugus River mouth; Boston Harbor 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Isle of Shoals; mouth of Piscataquis River 
and Portsmouth Harbor; Great Bay and Little Bay 
areas; Hampton Harbor; Rye Harbor

MAINE: Mouth of Kennebec River including 
Popham Beach and Popham Beach State  
Park; Casco Bay area; mouth of Saco River  
and Saco Bay 
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A gar and crappie
suspended in a fallen tree.

MUST-WATCH DETAIL, NON-STOP ACTION

MEGA Live Imaging 
is an optional 
accessory compatible 
with all APEX™, 
SOLIX® and select 
HELIX® Series 
control models.

It’s showtime. New MEGA Live Imaging™ delivers the edge-to-edge 
clarity you need to see exactly what’s below the surface in real time, 
with no gaps in coverage and MEGA Imaging® detail across the 
entire view. Want to know if a certain area is worth fi shing? 
You can be absolutely certain with crystal-clear, live sonar returns 
of fi sh, structure and your lure, in Down, Forward or Landscape 
Mode. There’s no image like it. For real. Learn more at 
Humminbird.com/MEGALive.



A resounding “Yes!” was my 
answer when my college-
aged daughter asked if I’d 
WDNH�KHU�¿VKLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�

¿UVW� ZHHN� RI� VXPPHU� EUHDN�� 1RZ��
XQGHUVWDQG��VKH�PLJKW�¿VK�RQH�WLPH�SHU�
\HDU��7KHUHIRUH��,�QHHGHG�D�OXUH�WKDW�
ZRXOG�JLYH�KHU��DQG�PH��WKH�EHVW�FKDQFH�
RI�FDWFKLQJ�EDVV�ZLWK�WKH�VLPSOHVW�PHDQV�
SRVVLEOH�� 7KH� FOHDU� FKRLFH� ZDV� WKH�
FXULRXVO\�YHUVDWLOH���LQFK�VRIW�VWLFN�EDLW��
When Gary Yamamoto introduced the 

6HQNR�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�GHFDGHV�DJR��KH�
LQLWLDWHG�D�JHQUH�RI�VRIW�SODVWLFV�WKDW�KDV�
OLNHO\�EHFRPH�WKH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�EDVV�
FDWFKLQJ�ZRUP�RI�DOO�WLPH��7KH�VLPSOLFLW\�
RI�LWV�GHVLJQ��EDVHG�RQ�D�EDOOSRLQW�SHQ�RI�
DOO�WKLQJV��OHQGV�LWVHOI�WR�PXOWLSOH�ULJJLQJ�
PHWKRGV�WKDW�FDQ�SURGXFH�ELWHV�ZKHQ�
EDVV�VLPSO\�ZRQ¶W�HDW�RWKHU�OXUHV��7KH�
PHWKRG�WKDW�SURGXFHG�PXOWLSOH�VSRWWHG�
EDVV�IRU�P\�GDXJKWHU�DQG�PH�WKDW�GD\�
ZDV�WKH�ZHLJKWOHVV�ZDFN\�ULJ��RQH�RI�
three highly effective techniques with 
D�VRIW�VWLFN�ZRUP�
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HOW-TO

The Senko is one of 
the most versatile 
soft-plastic baits  

in any bass 
angler’s arsenal. 

Here’s how to adapt 
it for three common 

summertime patterns.
By Shane Beilue



WACKY RIG
How to Rig It
The wacky rig may be the most unortho-
dox means of rigging a plastic worm, 
yet it is amazingly effective and very 
simple to use. 
Rigging a Senko “wacky” style is 

simply a matter of sticking the point of 
D����¿QHVVH�KRRN�LQWR�WKH�PLG�VHFWLRQ�RI�
the soft plastic, allowing the midpoint of 
the worm to rest perpendicularly within 
the bend of the hook. As the rig falls 
slowly through the water column, the 
ends of the Senko will give a slight 
quiver as the midsection is pulled down 
by the weight of the hook, causing the 
worm to fall in a “U” shape.

7KRXJK�WKH�ZDFN\�ULJ�FDQ�EH�¿VKHG�
effectively with baitcasting gear, spin-
ning tackle is ideal for handling the light 
line necessary in clear water. A main 
line of 10- to 15-pound braid tied to a 
���WR����SRXQG�WHVW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDGHU��
has become standard for most spinning 
techniques. Braided line doesn’t twist, 
DQG�ÀXRURFDUERQ�LV�YLUWXDOO\�LQYLVLEOH�
underwater, making it a better leader 
PDWHULDO�WKDQ�PRQR¿ODPHQW��5RG�FKRLFHV�
vary by angler, though 7-foot medium-
action rods are well suited for casting 
the weightless worm and battling bass 
with lighter lines.

Why It Works
In truth, the wacky-rigged stick worm 
resembles nothing in nature, yet the 
odd-looking little rig is absolutely deadly 
for catching bass when other lures fail.
The success of the wacky rig is likely 

derived from its inconspicuous appear-
ance and minimal action, making it ideal 
in ultra-clear water, on days with heavy 
¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH�RU�RQ�GD\V�ZKHQ�EDVV�
are just uncooperative. Because the 
lure settles slowly, depths of 10 feet or 
less are optimal, though it is possible to 
¿VK�WKH�EDLW�GHHSHU�LQ�FDOP�FRQGLWLRQV��
Bites are typically very subtle, as bass 
simply inhale the falling worm, noted 
by either a slight “tick” as the worm 
settles or a spongy heaviness as you 
lift the rod tip.BR
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Though wacky- and Neko-rigged stick 
baits hardly resemble anything a 
bass normally eats, they often excel 
when other lures won’t get a sniff.

WACKY RIG
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When to Use It
Smallmouth, largemouth and spotted 
bass are all susceptible to the tantaliz-
ing fall of a wacky-rigged stick bait, 
particularly during the spawn or the 
days immediately thereafter, when bass 
refuse to chase fast-moving lures. With 
the bass spawn kicking off progressively 
later in the Northeastern states, June and 
early July are well within the window 
of time when a wacky-rigged soft stick 
bait will dominate.
Simply cast the wacky rig across 

VKDOORZ�VSDZQLQJ�ÀDWV�DQG�DOORZ�LW�WR�
fall next to shallow dock pilings, small 
stickups or near patches of shallow veg-
etation. Late spawners and post-spawn 
bass will hold next to shallow cover. On 
the memorable outing with my daugh-
ter, she caught multiple spotted bass by 
allowing the bait to settle along steep, 
rocky bluffs, as the post-spawn bass were 
hanging over shallow rocky outcroppings 
along the bluff walls.

NEKO RIG
How to Rig It
The Neko rig is an adaptation of the 
wacky rig that allows the worm to nose 
downward on the fall thanks to a small 
nail weight or screw-lock weight inserted 
into the head of the worm. The weight 
can be as small as 1/32 or 1/64 of an 
ounce; however, weights of 1/8 to 3/16 
ounce can be utilized effectively in 30 
feet of water or more. 

/LNH� WKH�ZDFN\� ULJ�� D����¿QHVVH�
hook is placed within the midsection 
of the worm; however, the hook point 
is rotated 90 degrees to lie in line with 
the worm rather than perpendicular to 
it, preventing line twist after repeated 
casts. This rigging alteration is aided 
with the addition of a small O-ring 
band around the midsection of the 
worm, which supports the hook and 
prevents the soft-plastic bait from tear-
ing. Rigging the hook with the point 
facing up toward the tail of the worm, 

opposite the weighted head, allows 
for more consistent hooksets and as-
sists with reducing snags around brush. 
$SSO\LQJ�¿UP�SUHVVXUH�WR�WKH�URG�WLS�
is all that’s required for hooking the 
bass, as the exposed point of the thin-
diameter hook quickly punches through 
the bass’ mouth. 
The Neko rig can be utilized with 

the same rod, reel and line setup as the 
wacky rig, though some anglers employ 
rods of 7 feet 3 inches to 7 feet 6 inches 
and medium-heavy actions for better 
hooksets in deeper water.

Why It Works
Like the wacky rig, it’s hard to under-
stand exactly what the Neko rig imitates 
in nature. However, the upright appear-
DQFH�RI�WKH�WKLQ�SUR¿OH�ZRUP�IDOOLQJ�
through the water is unique among 
other soft-plastic techniques. And when 
bass are reluctant to eat bulkier lure 
RIIHULQJV��WKH�WKLQQHU�SUR¿OH�³¿QHVVH´�

tactics often prove effective. As the 
bait is lifted, the hook being in the 
center of the worm imparts a subtle 
ÀH[�LQ�WKH�SODVWLF�ERG\��:KHQ�KRSSHG�
DORQJ�WKH�ERWWRP�QRVH�¿UVW��WKH�ZRUP�
appears alive.

When to Use It
The Neko rig can be used shallow or 
deep. The added weight in the nose 
makes it an especially good choice as 
D�¿QHVVH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�GHSWKV�RI����IHHW�
or greater, where the weightless wacky 
ULJ�EHFRPHV�LQHI¿FLHQW��0DQ\�RIIVKRUH�
anglers utilize a heavy Neko rig as a 
³FOHDQ�XS´�WHFKQLTXH�IROORZLQJ�D�URWD-
tion of fast-moving, bottom-bouncing 
lures. Reluctant bass will often inhale 
the straight-tail Neko rig when they re-
fuse crankbaits and heavy jigs. Because 
bass almost always eat the lure on the 
fall, a high lift of the rod tip will create 
more opportunity for the bass to catch 
the lure on the descent.
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NEKO RIG

Wacky-rigged stick baits perform well 
on spotted, largemouth and smallmouth 
bass alike, especially during or 
immediately following the spawn.



TEXAS RIG
How to Rig It
The Texas rig is one of the oldest and 
most reliable methods for catching bass. It 
excels in shallow or deep water, especially 
when bass are holding tight to cover. 
The Texas-rigged stick worm has 

a bullet-shaped lead or tungsten slip 

sinker threaded onto the line above 
the hook. With the weight free to move 
up and down the line, it will separate 
from the lighter soft plastic as it falls 
through the water column, creating an 
enticing darting action on the descent. 
The slip sinker can vary from lighter 
weights of 1/16 to 1/4 ounce in shallow 
water (10 feet or less), to weights of 3/8 
and even 1/2 ounce for greater depths or 
when wind dictates a heavier weight to 
maintain contact with the lure.
The soft-plastic worm needs to be 

matched appropriately to the size of the 

hook. A 5-inch worm is best paired with a 
3/0 offset hook. However, some soft stick 
worms, like the Senko, are also available 
in 6-inch and even monster 7-inch sizes, 
which require 4/0 to 6/0 hooks.

Because the Texas rig is typically 
¿VKHG�QHDU�RU�ZLWKLQ�FRYHU��ÀXRURFDUERQ�
in 14- to 20-pound test is needed to absorb 
the stronger hooksets, as well as pull 
stubborn bass out of cover. Baitcasting 
gear is preferable for handling the heavier 
line, with 7-foot to 7-foot 6-inch rods in 
medium-heavy actions ideal for driving 
home the larger hooks.

Why It Works
The success of any Texas-rigged soft 
plastic lies in the ability of the weedless 
design to extract bass from heavy cover, 
be it wood, rock or vegetation. Quite 
frankly, the movement of a Texas-
rigged stick bait in the water is not 
WKDW� LPSUHVVLYH��:LWK� QR� ÀXWWHULQJ�
appendages or curly tail, the only 
DFWLRQ�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�VRIW�ÀH[�RI�
the worm when hopped along bottom, 
yet the stick worm catches bass despite 
its simplistic shape. 
When matched with a 5/16- to 

3/8-ounce slip sinker, it shoots to the 
bottom very quickly, often causing bass 
to grab the passing lure out of instinct. 
Conversely, light 1/16 to 1/8-ounce 
sinkers cause the stick worm to descend 
RQ�D�VRIWHU�JOLGH��SHUIHFW�IRU�¿VKLQJ�
light cover or extremely shallow water. 

When to Use It
In early summer when many bass are 
still roaming the shallows, pitching a 
stick worm with a 1/4-ounce weight 
into shallow brush in 3 to 5 feet of 
water can be highly effective. As bass 
move progressively deeper with the 
advance of summer and warmer water 
temperatures, a Texas-rigged stick worm 
with a 3/8-ounce weight is perfect for 
dragging across offshore brush piles or 
dropping into holes of thick vegetation.

STICK TO IT
Regardless of rigging method, one can 
use the soft stick worm for catching 
bass every day of the year. With myriad 
designs, shapes and actions available 
IRU�¿VKLQJ�VRIW�SODVWLF�ZRUPV��WKH�VLP-
SOLVWLF�SUR¿OH�RI�DQ�LQN�SHQ�KDV�SURYHQ�
the most versatile and, quite often, the 
most effective of them all. 
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TEXAS RIG

An O-ring or collar placed at the  
midpoint of a stick worm enables 
quick rigging and prolongs  
the life of the bait.
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The glide jig is best known as a walleye 
lure, but its erratic action makes it  
A Multi-species marvel 
in summer.
By Jeff Knapp



T he two isolated humps rose to 
within 12 feet of the surface, 
a couple hard-bottomed struc-
tures associated with a much 

larger mid-lake complex of reefs. 
While performing a quick scan of the 

two humps with side-imaging sonar, I 
marked what I suspected was a loose 
school of walleyes sitting near the crest 
of the eastern hump. 

After dropping an icon to show the 
ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿VK��,�SRVLWLRQHG�WKH�ERDW�
within casting distance, roughly 50 feet 
DZD\��DQG�¿UHG�D�JOLGH�MLJ²LQ�WKLV�FDVH�
DQ�$FPH�+\SHU�5DWWOH²LQ�WKHLU�GLUHF-
tion. It took only a few seconds for the 
dense bait to rocket to the bottom. I then 
imparted two quick, robust snaps of the 
rod to shoot the lure off the bottom, al-
lowing it to sink back down on a slack 
line. As I attempted the next series of 
snaps, I encountered solid resistance. 
A nice walleye had pinned the lure to 
the bottom.

'XULQJ�WKH�QH[W����PLQXWHV��¿YH�PRUH�
ZDOOH\HV�VXFFXPEHG�WR�WKH�JOLGH�MLJ��
along with a chunky channel cat. By 
GD\¶V�HQG��JOLGH�MLJ�WDFWLFV�KDG�DFFRXQWHG�
IRU�VHYHUDO�PRUH�¶H\HV��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�
couple dozen white bass, smallmouth 
EDVV�DQG�DQ�DVVRUWPHQW�RI�SDQ¿VK�

GLIDE JIGS 101 
&DWHJRULFDOO\��JOLGH�MLJV�DUH�GHQVH��PLQ-
QRZ�VKDSHG�MLJV�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�5DSDOD�
-LJJLQJ�5DS�YHLQ��0RVW�KDYH�D�VLQJOH�
hook molded into the nose of the bait, 
as well as the tail, with a treble hook 
KDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�EHOO\��$�SODVWLF�¿Q�
PROGHG�LQWR�WKH�WDLO�JLYHV�WKH�OXUH�LWV�
gliding action. The line tie is located 
along the back of the lure where the 
GRUVDO�¿Q�ZRXOG�EH�
To the best of my knowledge, the 

HPHUJHQFH�RI�JOLGH�MLJV�EHJDQ�ZKHQ�DQ-
JOHUV�IURP�WKH�8SSHU�0LGZHVW¶V�³ZDOO-
eye belt” applied the Rapala Jigging 
5DS��DQ� LFH�¿VKLQJ�OXUH�� WR� WKH�RSHQ�
ZDWHU�� ,W�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG� WKDW�ZKHQ�
worked erratically along the bottom, 
WKH� OXUH�RIWHQWLPHV�SURYRNHG�VWULNHV�
IURP�ERWK�DFWLYH�DQG�LQDFWLYH�ZDOOH\HV��
7KLV�VXFFHVV�KDV�IXHOHG�WKH�GHYHORS-
ment of many such lures, such as the 
$FPH�+\SHU�5DWWOH��0RRQVKLQH�6KLYHU�
0LQQRZ��1RUWKODQG�3XSSHW�0LQQRZ�DQG�
Johnson Johnny Darter among others, 
ZLWK�QHZ�YHUVLRQV�FRQWLQXDOO\�WULFNOLQJ�
into the market. 
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Originally intended for vertical 
presentations, glide baits like the 
Rapala Jigging Rap are effective 
during horizontal retrieves, too.
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While the baits are similar, indi-
vidual models have different fall rates 
and gliding actions. Experimentation 
will determine which ones work best in 
your situation. When targeting walleyes 
and bass in summer, I prefer baits in the 
3/8- to nearly 1-ounce range. 

WORKING A GLIDE JIG
Bass hit a suspending jerkbait because 
LW�FRPELQHV�ÀDVK�DQG�PRYHPHQW�ZLWK�D�
vulnerability that is often irresistible. In 
a sense, a glide jig does the same thing 
but on or near bottom in depths ranging 
from the shallows out to 30-plus feet.  
Since a glide jig is relatively heavy 

and compact, it sinks rapidly. Therefore, 
\RX�FDQ�TXLFNO\�SXW�LW�LQ�IURQW�RI�¿VK�
\RX�VSRW�RQ�VRQDU��,W¶V�HI¿FLHQW��DV�¿VK�
HLWKHU�KLW�LW�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�FRXSOH�FDVWV�RU�

they ignore it; repeatedly working a 
OXUH�LQ�IURQW�RI�¿VK�LV�UDUHO\�SURGXFWLYH�
The essentials of working a glide jig 

include allowing it to fall on a slack line 
to the bottom, which doesn’t take long. 
Once there, engage the reel and take in 
the slack. Then, give the lure a sharp, 
upward snap that rockets it anywhere 
from a couple to several feet off bottom, 
depending on intensity and length of the 
snap. A quick sequence of two or three 
snaps will shoot it up even higher. The lure 
then falls on a slack line to the bottom.

As the jig sinks, it glides from side to 
side in an erratic manner. Suppress the 
urge to maintain a tight (or even semi-
tight line) during the drop. Veteran jig 
¿VKHUPDQ�PLJKW�¿QG�WKLV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GR��
but the slack line is necessary to allow 
the jig to glide. 

Different species seem to hit glide 
jigs in various ways. Walleyes com-
monly follow the lure to the bottom 
and pin it there. You likely won’t feel 
WKH�VWULNH��UDWKHU�WKH�¿VK�ZLOO�MXVW�³EH�
there” when you attempt your next snap 
(or series of snaps). 
Smallmouth and largemouth bass 

often hit the lure on the fall. As you work 
a glide bait, even on a slack line, you’ll 
develop a sense of timing as to when 
the lure crashes back on bottom. When 
something interrupts this cadence, it’s 
often because a bass has inhaled the lure.
White bass often hit the lure on the 

initial fall, especially when there’s an 
DFWLYH�VFKRRO�WHDULQJ�LQWR�EDLW¿VK��$JDLQ��
you notice the bite simply because the 
lure fails to hit bottom in the few seconds 
it normally does.
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WALLEYE TACTICS
What I’ve learned about the glide jig 
over the past few years comes from 
targeting walleyes. The key isn’t so much 
in how you work the bait, but where. 
This often relates to the habitat as well 
DV�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�¿VK�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�
WKH�ODNH�EHLQJ�¿VKHG�

7KH�JOLGH�MLJ�LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�D�¿VK-
erman-friendly bait to work; it can be 
physically taxing. For that reason, it’s 
wise to use them in high-percentage 
DUHDV��OLNH�ZKHUH�\RX¶YH�VSRWWHG�¿VK�
on sonar. (While I have no doubt for-
ward-facing sonar would increase the 
HI¿FLHQF\�RI�WDUJHWLQJ�¿VK��,�RQO\�XVH�
side, down and traditional 2D sonar.)
In water 15 feet or less, I lean toward 

side imaging set out to 70 to 80 feet. 
:DOOH\HV� URDPLQJ� ÀDWV� DQG� KXPSV�
will display on side scan, particularly  

TACKLE TALK
Choose the correct rod-reel-line combination for glide jigs.

Fishing glide jigs is a somewhat specialized tactic, and choosing the right rod, reel 
and line is important not just for properly working the lure, but also for sustained 
angler comfort.

A spinning rod in the 6 1/2- to 7-foot range with backbone, but also with some 
give in the tip section (i.e., a fast action rather than extra fast) is ideal. My personal 
choice is a St. Croix Avid Series Walleye rod that’s 6 feet 8 inches in length with 
medium power and a fast action. To this I match a 2000- to 2500-size, high-quality 
spinning reel. 

The tip section “give” is important for a couple reasons. First, when snapping 
the jig, it loads up to help propel the bait off bottom. Second, the somewhat softer 
action helps keep fish pinned.

Regarding line choice, both braid and nylon mono have their devotees. While I use 
braid in nearly all other spinning rod applications, I much prefer mono here, specifically 
Sufix Advance Monofilament in 10-pound test. 

It’s been my experience that in the warm 
water of summer, fish respond best to violently 
worked glide jigs. The stretchiness of mono, 
like the tip section of the rod, stores energy 
that helps propel the bait off bottom. It’s less 
fatiguing than attempting the same with braid. 
Mono also helps keep fish hooked. 

ST. CROIX AVID SERIES  
WALLEYE SPINNING ROD

SUFIX 
ADVANCE 
MONO
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A walleye will let you know if it’s 
interested in a glide bait quickly.  
If you don’t get a strike after a  
couple casts, it’s time to move on.



GRQ¶W�¿VK�WRR�FORVH�WR�WKH�FRYHU��*OLGH�
MLJV�DQG�ZRRG�GRQ¶W�JR�ZHOO�WRJHWKHU�

WHITE BASS AND PANFISH TACTICS
:KLWH�EDVV�DUH�D�JUHJDULRXV�VSHFLHV�DQG�
OLNH�WR�IHHG�LQ�SDFNV��RIWHQ�RQ�VXVSHQGHG�
EDLW¿VK��:KHQ�P\��'� VRQDU� VKRZV�
EDLW¿VK�EHLQJ�EURNHQ�XS�E\�SUHGDWRUV��
ZKLFK�RIWHQ�GLVSOD\V�OLNH�D�SDLQW�EDOO�
VSODWWHUHG�RQ�WKH�VFUHHQ��LW¶V�XVXDOO\�
ZKLWH�EDVV�DW�ZRUN��*OLGH�MLJV�GURSSHG�
GRZQ�WKURXJK�WKH�VFKRRO�ZLOO�QHDUO\�
DOZD\V�SURYRNH�D�VWULNH�IURP�WKHVH�¿VK��
:KHQ�\RX�KLW�WKLQJV�ULJKW��\RX�FDQ�FDWFK�
RQH�DIWHU�DQRWKHU²JUHDW�IXQ�ZKHQ�WKH�
ZKLWHV�DUH����WR����LQFKHV�ORQJ�

%OXHJLOOV��SXPSNLQVHHGV�DQG�FUDSSLHV�
DUH�ERQXV�¿VK�WKDW�FRPPRQO\�VKRZ�XS�RQ�
D�JOLGH�MLJ�ZKHQ�WDUJHWLQJ�RWKHU�VSHFLHV��
,W¶V�D�YHUVDWLOH�VXPPHUWLPH�EDLW��

¿VK��,�VODP�WKH�ERDW�LQWR�UHYHUVH�DQG�WRVV�
D�KHDY\�JOLGH�MLJ�EDFN�EHKLQG�WKH�ERDW��

BLACK BASS TACTICS
2Q�FOHDU�ZDWHU�ODNHV�DQG�UHVHUYRLUV��
ZKLFK�,�RIWHQ�¿VK�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�
SHULRG��LW¶V�FRPPRQ�WR�¿QG�ERWK�EODFN�
EDVV�DQG�ZDOOH\HV�RXW�RQ�GHHSHU�VWUXF�
WXUH��7KH�¿VK�GLVSOD\�VLPLODUO\�RQ�VRQDU��
VR�LW¶V�RIWHQ�KDUG�WR�NQRZ�ZKLFK�LV�WKHUH�
XQWLO�\RX�FDWFK�RQH�

�7KDW�VDLG��WKHUH¶V�RQH�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�
EODFN�EDVV�VSHFL¿F��/DUJHU�¿VK�KROGLQJ�
RII�GHHS�ZRRG��:KHQ�WDUJHWLQJ�GHHS�
ZRRG�FUDSSLHV²EUXVK�SLOHV�DQG�VXE�
PHUJHG�WUHHV�LQ����WR����IHHW�RI�ZDWHU²,�
RIWHQ�QRWLFH�ELJJHU�PDUNV����WR����IHHW�
RII�WKH�FRYHU��7KHVH�DUH�XVXDOO\�EDVV��DQG�
D�JOLGH�EDLW�GURSSHG�GRZQ�LQWR�WKHP�ZLOO�
RIWHQ�WULJJHU�RQH�RU�PRUH�¿VK�WR�ELWH��-XVW�

KLJK�IUHTXHQF\�XQLWV�OLNH�P\�*DUPLQ�
8OWUD� ZLWK� 8+'��*7� WUDQVGXFHU��
6RPHWLPHV�\RX¶OO�RQO\�VHH�WKH�VKDGRZV��

:KHQ�,�PDUN�¿VK��,¶OO�GURS�D�ZD\SRLQW�
RQ�WKH�VSRW��,�XVH�D�EOXH�SLQ��ZLWK�WKH�
LQWHQWLRQ�RI�FLUFOLQJ�EDFN�DURXQG��VSRW�
ORFNLQJ�WKH�ERDW��WKHQ�WDUJHWLQJ�WKRVH�
¿VK��6LQFH�LW¶V�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�NQRZ�KRZ�
ORQJ�¿VK�ZLOO�VWD\�LQ�DQ�DUHD��,�GRQ¶W�
ZDLW�ORQJ�WR�JOLGH�MLJ�WKHP�RQFH�,¶YH�
IRXQG�WKHP��'RQ¶W�FDPS�RXW�RQ�D�VSRW��
WKRXJK��,I�\RX�PDNH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�¿VK��
NHHS�DW�LW�XQWLO�WKH�DFWLRQ�GLHV��,I�WKH\�
GRQ¶W�ELWH��NHHS�ORRNLQJ�

,Q�GHHSHU�ZDWHU��URXJKO\����WR����IHHW���
GRZQ�LPDJLQJ�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�VRQDU�FRPH�
LQWR�SOD\��'HHS�KXPSV��SRLQWV�DQG�FUHHN�
FKDQQHO�OHGJHV�DUH�DOO�SODFHV�WR�VHDUFK��
,�RIWHQ�VFDQ�GHHSHU�VWUXFWXUHV�DW�DURXQG�
��PSK�ZLWK�P\�RXWERDUG��:KHQ�,�VSRW�
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I became a trout junky as a kid. As 
soon as spring arrived, time not 
spent in school or doing chores 
was usually spent dunking worms 

in several brooks within walking distance 
RI�KRPH��7KH�WURXW�¿VKLQJ�ZDV�JHQHU-
ally excellent until school got out in 
early June and for a few weeks after, 
but the action tapered off considerably 
during the summer break. I still caught 
¿VK��MXVW�QRW�DV�PDQ\�RU�DV�HDVLO\��
In the beginning I didn’t know 

anything about seasonal environmental 
changes or the role they play in trout 
survival. I was perhaps 13 years old 
when I started putting two-and-two 

together. It would be years before I fully 
understood how water temperature, 
dissolved oxygen levels and other 
factors dictate trout behavior and 
activity and where they go during the 
dog days of summer. 

BASIC NEEDS
While it’s true some trout species will 
tolerate warmer water temperatures than 
others, all trout prefer habitats where 
oxygen levels are consistently high, 
water temperatures are consistently 
cool or, better yet, where there is a 
happy combination of the two. In 
general, trout prefer water temperatures 

between 52 and 56 degrees. Along with 
that, the ability of water to carry and 
supply oxygen is dependent on water 
temperature. The warmer the water, the 
less oxygen it can supply. In late spring 
and summer, as water temperatures rise 
EH\RQG�WROHUDEOH�OLPLWV�DQG�VWUHDP�ÀRZV�
and oxygen levels drop, trout seek cooler 
living conditions. Trout become stressed 
as water temps approach 70 degrees. 
$YRLG�¿VKLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�ZDUP�DUHDV�

FISH FINDING
Where do trout go once things heat up? 
The locations and water depths they 
inhabit typically vary between high 
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HOW-TO

HEATWAVE

Just because temperatures are rising, that doesn’t mean trout have 
stopped eating. it means you need to adjust your approach and tactics.

By Al Raychard
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mountain streams and sections at lower 
elevations, even at different times of day 
or during certain weather conditions. But 
the need for suitable living conditions 
seldomly changes. 
The head and tail ends of the deepest 

pools are good places to start. This is 
especially true around visible boulders 
and submerged rock structure. Trout 
concentrate in these areas for protection 
DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH�URFNV�GHÀHFW�WKH�ÀRZ�DQG�
provide accommodating holding stations. 
Pocket water behind boulders, 

downed trees and other natural barriers 
LQ�UDSLGV�DQG�ULIÀHV�DUH�RWKHU�SRWHQWLDO�
hotspots. They are often deep, cool, 

VKDGHG��ZHOO�R[\JHQDWHG�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�
UHFLSLHQWV�RI�IRRG�ÀXVKHG�GRZQVWUHDP��
Don’t overlook deep cuts and channels 

along shaded and overhanging banks for 
the same reasons. This is also true of any 
visible vegetation along the banks or 
areas midstream where the bottom drops 
to deeper water. Through the process of 
photosynthesis, green grasses and other 
water plants produce needed oxygen 
during the daylight hours. Additionally, 
they often harbor various food sources 
while offering cover and protection. 
I like to concentrate on the mouths 

of smaller feeder streams and spring 
seepages. These are a source of cool, 

if not cold, oxygenated water and offer 
D�VXSSO\�RI�IRRG�DV�LW¶V�ÀXVKHG�GRZQ-
stream, making them magnets for trout. 
It pays to keep in mind during late 

spring and summer, when trout seek 
these cooler bastions, that low water 
levels tend to make trout rather skit-
WLVK��:KHWKHU�FDVWLQJ�ÀLHV��OXUHV�RU�EDLW��
“read” a stretch of water before div-
ing in. Polarized glasses will help cut 
through the glare and highlight those 
darker hotspots. 

Approach each with a thoughtful 
SODQ��NHHSLQJ�\RXU�KXPDQ�SUR¿OH�DQG�
shadows low or away from the target 
areas. On the approach, especially when 
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The deepest pools in a river will often 
concentrate trout during hot weather, 
especially areas with either visible or 

submerged rocks and boulders.
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wading, take care not to disturb the 
stream bed by dirtying the water with 
bottom debris. 

TIMING CAN BE KEY
There’s an old saying that goes, “anytime 
LV�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�WR�JR�¿VKLQJ�´�*HQHUDOO\��
I would agree, but certain times are 
better than others during the summer. 
Trout subsist on a variety of terrestrial 
and waterborne foods, but in waters 
ZLWK�ZLOG�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�¿VK�DQG�WKRVH�
VSHFL¿FDOO\�PDQDJHG�IRU�WURXW��DTXDWLF�
LQVHFWV�OLNH�PD\ÀLHV��FDGGLVÀLHV�DQG�

VWRQHÀLHV�DUH�DW�WRS�RI�WKH�PHQX��0RVW�RI�
these insects become active and emerge 
when water temperatures are roughly 
between 50 and 60 degrees. Various 
EDLW¿VK�DQG�ODQG�EDVHG�LQVHFWV�DUH�DOVR�
most active at that time. 

Coincidentally, or perhaps due to 
0RWKHU�1DWXUH¶V�JUDQG�SODQ��WURXW�JR�
heavy on the feed within the same 
temperature range, give or take a few 
degrees. When water temps get into the 
high 60s, insect and other forage activ�
ity, trout feeding activity and productive 
¿VKLQJ�JHQHUDOO\�WDSHU�RII��
In early spring, when water tempera�

tures are cold or cool, peak feeding oc�
curs during the latter hours of the day 
once waters have had a chance to warm. 
From June through July, however, water 
temperatures are generally best for peak 
feeding activity from early morning to 
PLG�PRUQLQJ�EHIRUH�ZDWHUV�ZDUP��DQG�
again from late afternoon to dusk as 
they cool.
This does not mean to suggest that 

trout can’t be caught at other times when 
water temperatures are cooler or warmer. 
They can and are. But during these hot 
GD\V��SODQQLQJ�¿VKLQJ�WULSV�GXULQJ�KRXUV�
of peak activity can be key to success. 

Additionally, trout can be highly ac�
tive in reduced light conditions such 
as overcast days or when it’s drizzling 

SUMMERTIME HAUNTS
Promising waters for warm-weather trout 

VIRGINIA: Shenandoah National Park trout streams such as 
the Rapidan, Rose and Hughes, to name but a few; Smith 
River Tailwater in Franklin and Henry Counties

WEST VIRGINIA: Williams River within Monongahela National Forest; 
Shavers Fork River starting at Spruce Knob; North Fork Cherry River

PENNSYLVANIA: Oil Creek within Oil Creek State Park; 
Cedar Run and Slate Run, both tributaries of Pine Creek 
near the town of the same name; Fishing Creek near 
Bloomsburg; Spring Creek near State College

NEW YORK: Neversink River below and above Neversink Reservoir; 
West Branch Ausable above Au Sable Forks; Schroon 
River below Starbuckville Dam near Lake George; 
Nine Mile Creek from Marcellus to Camillus 

MASSACHUSETTS: Deerfield River near Monroe; 
West Branch Westfield River near Westfield; 
Swift River below Quabbin Reservoir near 
Belchertown; Housatonic River near Lee

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Upper Connecticut 
River north of 
Pittsburg

MAINE: Androscoggin River 
from Gilead to Bethel; 
Kennebec River below 
Wyman Dam in Bingham
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When the summer sun is high and 
bright, trout can often be found 
lurking in shaded areas.

Cooler temps and consistently high oxygen 
levels are the hallmarks of promising 
stretches of water for summertime trout.
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RU�UDLQLQJ��HYHQ�GXULQJ�PLGGD\��:DWHU�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�UHPDLQ�UHODWLYHO\�FRRO�GXU�
LQJ�WKHVH�FRQGLWLRQV��RU�DW�OHDVW�FORVHU�
WR�RSWLPXP�WHPSHUDWXUHV��

SPIN, FLY AND BAIT
-XVW�DV� WKH\�DUH�DW�DQ\�WLPH�RI�\HDU��
WURXW�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WDNHUV�RI�D�YDULHW\�RI�
EDLWV��OXUHV�DQG�DUWL¿FLDO�ÀLHV�GXULQJ�WKH�
VXPPHU�PRQWKV��:KHUH�OHJDO��JDUGHQ�
ZRUPV�DQG�QLJKW�FUDZOHUV�DUH�DOZD\V�D�
JRRG�ZD\�WR�JR��,I�QHFHVVDU\��DWWDFK�D�
VSOLW�VKRW�WR�NHHS�WKH�EDLW�GRZQ�ZKHUH�WKH�
WURXW�DUH��$OORZ�LW�WR�GULIW�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW��
WKHQ�PRYH�WKH�URG�WLS�XS�DQG�GRZQ�RQ�
RFFDVLRQ�ZKHQ�UHWULHYLQJ�XSVWUHDP��7URXW�
DOVR�UHVSRQG�ZHOO�WR�JDUGHQ�EDLWV�ZKHQ�
WKH\¶UH�PDWHG�ZLWK�D�ÀDVK\�VLOYHU�VSLQQHU��

,Q�OLQH�VSLQQHUV²3DQWKHU�0DUWLQ��
0HSSV��%OXH�)R[��HWF�²LQ�YDULRXV�VL]HV�
DUH�JUHDW�� WRR��%ULJKW�FRORUV�DQG�JROG�
ZRUN�EHVW�RQ�RYHUFDVW�GD\V�DQG�LQ�FORXG\�
RU�VWDLQHG�ZDWHUV��PXWHG�FRORUV�DUH�EHVW�

LQ�FOHDU�ZDWHUV��6SLQQHUV�FDQ�EH�FDVW�XS�
RU�DFURVV�VWUHDP�RU�¿VKHG�GHHS�LQ�SRQGV��
9DU\�WKH�UHWULHYH�E\�VWRSSLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ�
RU�WZLWFKLQJ�WKH�URG�WLS�RQ�RFFDVLRQ��

7URXW�DUH�UHFHSWLYH�WR�D�ZLGH�DUUD\�
RI�DUWL¿FLDO�ÀLHV�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�LQVHFWV�
DW�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�RI�OLIH��VPDOO�EDLW¿VK��
FUXVWDFHDQV�DQG� ODQG�EDVHG� LQVHFWV��
$�NH\� WR�VXFFHVV� LV�NQRZLQJ�ZKLFK�
QDWXUDOV�DUH�DFWLYH�DQG�³PDWFKLQJ�WKH�
KDWFK�´�VR�WR�VSHDN��7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WKH�
HPHUJHQFH�DQG�DFWLYLW\�WLPHV�YDU\�IURP�
VWDWH�WR�VWDWH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��0D\ÀLHV��
FDGGLVÀLHV�DQG�WHUUHVWULDO� LQVHFWV�DUH�
DFWLYH�LQ�9LUJLQLD��:HVW�9LUJLQLD�DQG�
0DU\ODQG�PXFK�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH�
LQ�1HZ�(QJODQG��/RFDO�À\�DQG�WDFNOH�
VKRSV�FDQ�SURYLGH�KHOSIXO�DGYLFH�RQ�
KDWFKHV�DQG�LQVHFW�DFWLYLW\��
8QOHVV�WURXW�DUH�IHHGLQJ�RQ�VRPHWKLQJ�

VSHFLILF� RU� DUH� ZHOO�HGXFDWHG� GXH�
WR�¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH��RIIHULQJ�D�FORVH�
IDFVLPLOH� WR� WKH� DFWLYH� IRUDJH� ZLOO�
JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH��0RVW�À\�¿VKHUPDQ�
FDUU\� D� ODUJH� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� GU\�� ZHW�
DQG�Q\PSK�ÀLHV�LQ�YDULRXV�VL]H�DQG�
FRORU�FRPELQDWLRQV��0DQ\�DOVR�KDYH�D�
VHOHFWLRQ�RI�EDLW�LPLWDWLQJ�DQG�DWWUDFWRU�
W\SH�VWUHDPHUV��

:KHWKHU�XVLQJ�EDLW��OXUHV�RU�ÀLHV��¿VK�
LQJ�IRU�VXPPHU�WURXW�FDQ�EH�SURGXFWLYH��
:H�KDYH�WR�ORRN�IRU�WKHP�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�
SODFHV��EXW�LI�\RX�FRQVLGHU�ZKDW�WURXW�
UHTXLUH�WR�VXUYLYH�DW�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU��
FDWFKLQJ�WKHP�LVQ¶W�WKDW�GLI¿FXOW��
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Early and late in the day are usually 
the best times to catch trout in  

summer, though midday forays on  
overcast days can also be productive.

Aquatic insects like mayflies, 
caddisflies and stoneflies typically 

emerge when water temps are 
between 50 and 60 degrees.
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F lorida likes to bill itself as the 
“Fishing Capital of the World,” 
and with thousands of miles 
of coastline, gazillions of fresh-

water lakes and a wide diversity of spe-
cies, the Sunshine State seems on 
pretty solid footing with its claim. 
Taking a cue from Florida, we won-

dered what the Fishing Capital of the 
East might be. But we’re not going to 
hang it all on one state. Rather, we’ve 
GHFLGHG�WR�VSRWOLJKW�¿YH�RI�WKH�EHVW�¿VK-
ing towns in the region. 
To be on this list of piscatorial para-

dises, a location must have a wide range of 
species close by—something that appeals 
WR�ZRUP�GXQNHUV�DQG�À\�DQJOHUV�DOLNH��
It should be accessible to shore anglers, 
those with kayaks and canoes, as well as 
bass boats and larger craft. And it has to 
have a unique charm, offering something 
a little bit different than the average town. 

To make it a bit harder on us, we limited 
this list to just two purely coastal towns.

6R�KHUH¶V�RXU�XQVFLHQWL¿F�VSRWOLJKW�RQ�
¿YH�RI�WKH�EHVW�¿VKLQJ�WRZQV�LQ�WKH�(DVW��
And just because places like Lewiston, 
N.Y., Colebrook, N.H., or Boston didn’t 
make the cut, that doesn’t mean they 
should be overlooked. Quite the contrary. 
*R�¿VK�WKHP�DOO��&UHDWH�\RXU�RZQ�OLVW��
And please feel free to let us know what 
we’ve gotten right—or wrong.

CHATHAM, MA
Cape Cod just had to be on this list, and 
QR�WRZQ�EHWWHU�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�WKH�¿VKLQJ�
the Cape has to offer than Chatham.
Located at the elbow of the Cape, 

Chatham is uniquely situated near the 
LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QRUWK�ÀRZLQJ�*XOI�
6WUHDP�DQG�WKH�VRXWK�ÀRZLQJ�/DEUDGRU�
Stream that pumps the area full of nu-
trient-rich water and ideal habitat for 

D�ZKROH�VOHZ�RI�¿VK�VSHFLHV��$OO�WROG��
WKH�DUHD�RIIHUV�ZRUOG�FODVV�¿VKLQJ�IRU�
VWULSHUV��EOXH¿VK��WXQD��ÀRXQGHU��VHD�
bass and pollock.
What makes Chatham exceedingly 

¿VK\��EHVLGHV�LWV�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�DV�D�FRP-
PHUFLDO�¿VKLQJ�WRZQ��LV�D�KHDOWK\�PL[�RI�
charter boats and DIY options. You can 
show up to Chatham with nothing but a 
credit card and a bottle of sunscreen, or 
you can bring your own boat, a quiver full 
of rods and a live well full of bait. Either 
ZD\��\RX¶OO�EH�FDWFKLQJ�¿VK�LQ�QR�WLPH�

As summer arrives on the Cape, the 
VWULSHUV�VKRZ�XS�LQ�IRUFH��<RX¶OO�¿QG�
anglers on every public beach, tossing 
OLYH�EDLW��SOXJV�DQG�ÀLHV��7KH�0RQRPR\�
National Wildlife Refuge is one of the 
EHVW�¿VKLQJ�VSRWV�RQ�WKH�HQWLUH�&DSH��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�\RX�¿VK��/DWH�0D\�
to early July is prime time—it’s also the 
start of tourist season.
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Welcome to

There are plenty of places around 
the region where you can catch a fish, 
but these burgs take the experience 

to a whole other level.
By Matt Crawford

DESTINATIONS



The cherry on top of all of this is the 
GHFHQW�IUHVKZDWHU�¿VKLQJ�WKDW¶V�DOVR�
found nearby. The small ponds and lakes 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�&DSH�RIIHU�XS�JRRG�¿VK-
LQJ�IRU�SLFNHUHO�DQG�ODUJHPRXWK�EDVV�

PLATTSBURGH, NY
Thanks to its location on the northwest-
HUQ�HGJH�RI�/DNH�&KDPSODLQ��DQG�ORFDO�
WRXULVP�RI¿FLDOV�ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
YDOXH�RI�¿VKLQJ��3ODWWVEXUJK�KDV�EHFRPH�
a yearly stop for a slate of professional 
and amateur bass tournaments.

:LWK�DQ�59�SDUN�RQ�&KDPSODLQ¶V�
VKRUHV��D�QXPEHU�RI�KRWHOV�FORVH�WR�,����
DQG�PXOWLSOH�ODXQFKHV��3ODWWVEXUJK�RIIHUV�
VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ELJ�ODNH�
WKDW�SUR�EDVV�DQJOHUV�DGRUH�

“Everybody on the tour absolutely 
ORYHV�/DNH�&KDPSODLQ�´�VD\V�%DVVPDVWHU�
(OLWH�DQJOHU�%UDQGRQ�/HVWHU��³,�JHW�DVNHG�
D�ORW�ZKDW�P\�IDYRULWH�SODFH�WR�¿VK�LV�DQG�,�
always [used to] say the Tennessee River 

EHFDXVH�WKDW¶V�ZKHUH�,�JUHZ�XS�¿VKLQJ��
%XW�DIWHU�¿VKLQJ�RQ�/DNH�&KDPSODLQ��
it really has become my hands-down 
favorite place. There are not many places 
\RX�FDQ�JR�RXW�DQG�FDWFK����WR�����EDVV�
LQ�D�GD\�OLNH�\RX�FDQ�WKHUH�´

&KDPSODLQ�LV�IDU�IURP�MXVW�D�EDVV�
¿VKHU\��7KH�ELJ�ODNH�RIIHUV�D�GL]]\LQJ�
PL[�RI�ZDUPZDWHU�VSHFLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
SLNH��ZDOOH\HV��FDUS�DQG�ERZ¿Q��DQG�
coldwater species (like lake trout and 
ODQGORFNHG�$WODQWLF�VDOPRQ��WKDW�FDQ�EH�
FDXJKW�DOO����PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�

3ODWWVEXUJK��D�FROOHJH�WRZQ�ZLWK�SOHQW\�
RI�LQH[SHQVLYH�UHVWDXUDQWV��LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�
HDVWHUQ�HGJH�RI�WKH�$GLURQGDFN�3DUN�DQG�
less than an hour from spectacular trout 
¿VKLQJ�RQ�1HZ�<RUN¶V�$XVDEOH�5LYHU�WKDW�
ÀRZV�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�WRZQ�RI�/DNH�3ODFLG�

GREENVILLE, ME
Situated on the southern end of 
0RRVHKHDG�� 0DLQH¶V� ODUJHVW� ODNH��
Greenville is about a three-hour 
GULYH�QRUWK�RI�3RUWODQG��7KH�VPDOOHVW�
DQG� PRVW� UHPRWH� WRZQ� RQ� RXU� OLVW��
*UHHQYLOOH�GRHVQ¶W�RIIHU�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�
OLVW� RI� UHVWDXUDQWV�� EXW� ZLWK� VHYHUDO�
FDPSJURXQGV�LQ�WRZQ��LW�PDNHV�DQ�LGHDO�
SODFH�IRU�FDPSHUV��7KDW�VDLG��\RX�FDQ¶W�
JR�ZURQJ�UHQWLQJ�D�FDELQ�DW�:LOVRQV�RQ�
0RRVHKHDG�/DNH��,W¶V�SRVLWLRQHG�DW�WKH�
(DVW�2XWOHW�RI�WKH�.HQQHEHF��D�������
PLOH�VWUHWFK�RI�ULYHU�WKDW�FDQ�EH�ÀRDWHG�
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Home to both smallmouths and large-
mouths, among many other species, 

Lake Champlain is a favorite stop on 
the professional bass fishing tours.

The waters of Chatham, Mass.,  
attract big numbers of stripers—
and striper fishermen—during  
the summer months.



RU�ZDGHG�DQG�LV�D�SUHPLHU�À\�¿VKLQJ�
spot for brook trout and landlocked 
Atlantic salmon.

$W��������DFUHV��0RRVHKHDG�LV�IDPRXV�
IRU�LWV�VDOPRQ�DQG�ODNH�WURXW�¿VKLQJ��ZLWK�
ERDW�UHQWDOV�DQG�FKDUWHU�¿VKLQJ�DYDLODEOH�
LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�IHHO�OLNH�KDXOLQJ�\RXU�RZQ�
ERDW�WR�WKH�IULQJHV�RI�WKH�1RUWK�:RRGV��
7KH�ELJ�ODNH�LV�IDU�IURP�WKH�RQO\�DWWUDF�
WLRQ�KHUH��+XQGUHGV�RI�VPDOO�VWUHDPV�LQ�
WKH�UHJLRQ�KDYH�KHDOWK\�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�
ZLOG�EURRNLHV��DQG�QHDUE\�,QGLDQ�/DNH�
KDV�ORWV�RI�IHLVW\�VPDOOPRXWKV�

WASHINGTON, D.C.
7KLV�PLJKW�FRPH�DV�D�ELW�RI�D�VXUSULVH�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV�OLVW��EXW�WKHUH¶V�D�ZKROH�
ORW�IRU�DQJOHUV�WR�OLNH�DERXW�WKH�¿VKLQJ�
LQ�DQG�DURXQG�RXU�QDWLRQ¶V�FDSLWDO��&KLHI�
DPRQJ�WKHP�LV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FDVXDOO\�
VWUROO�SDVW�KLVWRULF��LFRQLF�PRQXPHQWV�WR�
WKH�3RWRPDF�5LYHU��ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�FDWFK�
PRQVWHU�EOXH�FDW¿VK�DQG�VWULSHUV�

³,�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EOXH�FDWV��
DQG�,�FDPH�DFURVV�WKHVH�<RX7XEH�JX\V�
ZKR�ZHUH�FDWFKLQJ�ELJ��ELJ�EOXH�FDWV�
ULJKW�LQ�'�&��SURSHU�´�VD\V�-RH�&HUPHOH��
KRVW�RI�WKH�&XW�	�5HWLH�¿VKLQJ�SRGFDVW��
³,�PHDQ��WKH\�ZHUH�¿VKLQJ�WKH�UDLOLQJ�
EHKLQG�WKH�.HQQHG\�&HQWHU�DQG�WKLV�
LVODQG�ULJKW�QHDU�WKH�3HQWDJRQ�´

&HUPHOH�JDYH�LW�D�WU\��DQG�KH¶V�EHHQ�D�
ELJ�IDQ�RI�'�&��¿VKLQJ�HYHU�VLQFH��7KHUH�
LV�PRUH�WKDQ�EOXH�FDWV�LQ�WKH�3RWRPDF��
WRR��0XFK�PRUH�

³7KDW�ULYHU�JHWV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�UXQ�RI�
EUHHGLQJ�VWULSHUV�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�FDWFK�ULJKW�
LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�FLW\�´�&HUPHOH�VD\V��
³$QG�MXVW�VRXWK�RI�WKHUH��LQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�
FUHHN�DUPV�DQG�VHWEDFNV��LW¶V�JURXQG�
]HUR�IRU�QRUWKHUQ�VQDNHKHDG�¿VKLQJ�´

/LNH� PRVW� DWWUDFWLRQV� LQ� '�&���
WKHUH¶V�HDV\�SXEOLF�DFFHVV��)OHWFKHU¶V�
%RDWKRXVH�� ZKLFK� ERDVWV� ³WKH� EHVW�
VHOHFWLRQ�RI�VKDG�GDUWV�DQG�VSRRQV�LQ�
WKH�0LG�$WODQWLF�UHJLRQ�´�RIIHUV�ERDW�
UHQWDOV��,W¶V�D�JRRG�SODFH�IRU�ODXQFKLQJ�
RU�UHQWLQJ�D�FUDIW�

1RW�RQO\�FDQ�\RX�¿VK�ZLWKLQ�FLW\�OLPLWV��
EXW�RWKHU�IDEXORXV�¿VKLQJ�GHVWLQDWLRQV�
DUH�FORVH�E\��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
VSHFWDFXODU�VPDOOPRXWK�DQG�ZDOOH\H�
¿VKLQJ��+DUSHU¶V�)HUU\��:�9���LV�MXVW�DQ�
KRXU¶V�GULYH�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�FLW\�

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
3LFN�DQ\�GD\�RI�WKH�\HDU��DQG�FKDQFHV�DUH�
KLJK�WKDW�\RX¶OO�¿QG�JRRG�¿VKLQJ�QHDU�
9LUJLQLD�%HDFK��$QG�IURP�ODWH�VSULQJ�WR�
PLG�DXWXPQ��WKH�¿VKLQJ�KHUH�FDQ�EH�DV�
JRRG�DV�LW�JHWV�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�
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Stunning wild brook trout are plentiful 
in the East Outlet of the Kennebec River, 
which connects Moosehead Lake and 
Indian Pond in central Maine.



The main draw is the diversity of 
big-water species that can be accessed 
IURP�9LUJLQLD�%HDFK��LQFOXGLQJ�EOXH¿Q�
DQG�\HOORZ¿Q�WXQD��PDUOLQ��PDKL�PDKL��
wahoo, cobia and king mackerel. 
Feel like something less salty? The 

nearby James River, a tidal river, sup-
SRUWV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�ODUJHPRXWK�EDVV�¿VK-
ery that annually attracts a number of 
pro tournaments. The James is chock-full 
of prime ambush spots that largemouths 
prefer, like trees, stumps, lily pads, river 
grass, and docks. 

™

s e r i o u s  a i r g u n  h u n t i n g  s t a r t s  h e r e

Texan® s Preferred Big Bore Air Rifle
®

®



B y 3:30 a.m., Dad and I were 
where we wanted to be. It was 
Oct. 1, opening day of general 
ULÀH�VHDVRQ��,�KDG�EHHQ�VFRXWLQJ�

WKH�DUHD�VLQFH�HDUO\�$XJXVW�DQG�KDG�VHHQ�
VRPH�JRRG�EXFNV��:H�DVVXPHG�WKH�SODFH�
ZRXOG�EH�RYHUUXQ�ZLWK�KXQWHUV��EXW�ZH�
GLGQ¶W�VHH�D�VLQJOH�WUXFN�XQWLO����PLQXWHV�
EHIRUH�OHJDO�VKRRWLQJ�OLJKW��2YHU�WKH�QH[W�
IHZ�PLQXWHV��ZH�ZDWFKHG�PRUH�WUXFNV�
PDNLQJ�WKHLU�ZD\�GRZQ�YDULRXV�ORJJLQJ�
roads in Oregon’s Cascade Range.

'D\OLJKW�FDPH�DQG�WKH�VXQ�HYHQWXDOO\�
FUHVWHG�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�EHKLQG�XV��'DG�DQG�
,�KDG�\HW�WR�VHH�D�GHHU��EXW�ZH�GDUHG�QRW�
PRYH��7KH�ORJJHG�XQLW�ZH�JODVVHG�ZDV�WDOO�

ZLWK�ZHHGV��ZLOORZV�DQG�EULDUV��PDNLQJ�
LW�KDUG�WR�VHH�GHHU�XQOHVV�WKH\�PRYHG��
)LQDOO\��PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�KRXUV�LQWR�WKH�
PRUQLQJ��D�EXFN�PDWHULDOL]HG�IURP�WKH�
EURZQ�¿UHZHHG��7KHQ�DQRWKHU�«�DQG�
WKHQ�D�WKLUG��7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�VDPH�EXFNV�
,¶G�EHHQ�VHHLQJ�DOO�VXPPHU�ZKHQ�WKH\�
ZHUH�LQ�YHOYHW��$OO�WKH�VXGGHQ�WUDI¿F�LQ�
WKH�ZRRGV�KDG�SXW�WKHP�RQ�HGJH�

:H�DOUHDG\�KDG�WKH�ULÀH�VHW�XS�LQ�
WKH�VKRRWLQJ�VWLFNV��$W�����\DUGV��'DG�
PDGH�D��SHUIHFW�VKRW��,W�WRRN�XV�D�FRXSOH�
KRXUV�WR�JHW�WKH�EXFN�RXW��EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�KXUU\��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�EHORQJHG�WR�P\�
GDG��ZKR�ZDV�VRRQ�WR�WXUQ����\HDUV�ROG�
DQG�KDG�MXVW�WDNHQ�D�PDWXUH�&ROXPELD�

EODFNWDLO�GHHU��KLV�IDYRULWH�ELJ�JDPH�
DQLPDO�WR�KXQW�

'ULYLQJ�KRPH��ZH�VWRSSHG�DQG�WDONHG�
WR�D�IHOORZ�KXQWHU�SDUNHG�DORQJVLGH�D�
ORJJLQJ�URDG��³0DQ��VXUH�DUHQ¶W�WKH�GHHU�
WKHUH�XVHG�WR�EH�´�KH�PXWWHUHG��³,�KDYHQ¶W�
VHHQ�D�GHHU�DOO�GD\�´�:KHQ�,�DVNHG�LI�
KH¶G�EHHQ�VFRXWLQJ��KH�VDLG�KH�KDGQ¶W�
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�¿QG�WLPH�

,� VWDUW� VHULRXV�VFRXWLQJ� IRU�EXFNV�
DURXQG�WKH�)RXUWK�RI�-XO\��%\�WKLV�WLPH��
,�FDQ�WHOO�KRZ�ELJ�WKHLU�UDFNV�ZLOO�EH�DQG�
JHW�D�JRRG�VHQVH�RI�SRSXODWLRQV��2Q�P\�
¿UVW�GD\�RI�VFRXWLQJ�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�'DG�
VKRW�KLV�GHHU��,�VDZ����EXFNV��PRVWO\�
PDWXUH�RQHV��
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Bucks are most active in the open during 
the first few hours of morning and in the late 
afternoon, though they will often move to seek 

shade and change beds during midday.

No matter what season you 
plan to hunt, July and August are prime months for

finding big bucks and learning their habits.
Story and Photos by Scott Haugen



VISIBLE IN VELVET
Whether you hold an early-season archery 
WDJ�RU�\RX¶OO�EH�KXQWLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�ULÀH�
season later, now is the time to get out and 
scout. When bucks are in velvet, they’re 
visible. Bucks don’t want to damage their 
valued headgear, which is used not only 
as protection against predators, but also 
IRU�¿JKWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�EXFNV�GXULQJ�WKH�
rut and as a status symbol.
Velvet racks are engorged with blood, 

sensitive and easily damaged from May 
through mid-August. This is why bucks 
hang out in the open during the summer 
more than any other time of the year. I like 
JODVVLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�KRXUV�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��
when bucks are most active. I also look for 
velvet bucks in the late afternoon, as soon 
as draws and hillsides become shaded. 
It doesn’t take a big drop in temperature 
for bucks to start moving and feeding 
during the hot summer months.
Scouting during the hottest part of the 

day can also be productive, because as 
the sun hits a bedded buck, it will get up 
to re-bed in the shade. Bucks bedding 
in open habitat will often change beds 
multiple times a day, be they blacktails, 
whitetails or mule deer. To do so, they 
must move in broad daylight.

Once you’ve located a buck, study the 
land. It’s critical that you intimately know 
the land so when hunting season comes 
you can anticipate where a buck might 
be. The deer Dad took last season lived in 
big country, and I knew the only thing that 
would push that buck out was a cougar. 
There’d been an early archery season 
in the area, but it was nearly impossible 
habitat to bowhunt in the extremely dry 
conditions, so I ruled out hunting pressure 
as potentially moving that buck.
I quickly learned where Dad’s buck 

was bedding in the summer; that was 
easy because it was in the open. But I also 
knew that as soon as that buck—and the 
others with it—stripped their velvet, the 
bedding area would shift into a nearby 
VWDQG�RI�WKLFN�'RXJODV�¿UV��
In the last week of August, Dad’s buck 

stripped its velvet. I kept scouting, set 
trail cameras, and found that the buck 
had multiple trails connecting its bedding 
and feeding areas. On opening morning, 
Dad and I set up where multiple feeding 
trails converged and headed into the 
thick bedding area. The plan worked.
While hunting bears in early 

September in Idaho one year, I saw a 
giant whitetail that had just stripped its 

velvet. Every evening, four nights in a 
row, I saw that buck in the same spot. I 
drew a November deer tag for the unit 
DQG�KRSHG�WR�¿QG�WKH�EXFN�GXULQJ�WKH�
UXW��$IWHU�WKUHH�GD\V��,�¿QDOO\�IRXQG�LW��
The buck was giant, unmistakable. But 
at more than 800 yards away, I couldn’t 
get a shot. I tried getting closer but ran 
out of daylight. For two days I looked 
for the buck, with no luck, but I did 
shoot another dandy I’d also seen in late 
summer. Because I knew the area, and 
ZKHUH�WKRVH�EXFNV�OLYHG��,�¿OOHG�D�WDJ�
The next summer I scouted for the 

giant whitetail buck and found it in the 
same drainage. I drew the tag again, but 
I was too late. Someone killed it early 
LQ�WKH�ULÀH�VHDVRQ��7KH�EXFN�FDUULHG�
more than 180 inches of antler. However, 
that season I killed one of its offspring, 
another big buck, less than a mile from 
where the monarch had lived. 
Had it not been for summer sightings, 

I would have never gotten those two 
bucks. A great deal of learning takes 
place when scouting in the summer. 
The more you know the land, the 
better you’ll be able to predict where 
bucks will be, and most importantly, 
understand why.
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Finding bucks is only a starting 
point. Next, figure out what it is 

about the area that has attracted 
them and whether those features 

will be relevant in hunting season.



WHERE TO START
:KHQ�KXQWLQJ�QHZ�ODQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
WLPH��WU\�WR�VFRXW�LW�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU��ZKHQ�
EXFNV�DUH�PRVW�YLVLEOH��6R�PDQ\�WLPHV��
LQ�VR�PDQ\�VWDWHV��,�IRXQG�PRUH�EXFNV�LQ�
D�VLQJOH�GD\�RI�VXPPHU�VFRXWLQJ�WKDQ�,�
VDZ�GXULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�WLPH�,�KXQWHG�WKHP��
2Q�-XO\����RQH�VXPPHU��,�VDZ����EXFNV��
,�KXQWHG�WKDW�DUHD�IRU����GD\V�DQG�VDZ�
MXVW�RQH�OHJDO�EXFN� WKH�HQWLUH�VHDVRQ��
+XQWLQJ�SUHVVXUH�ZDV�ZKDW�,�EODPHG�IRU�
NHHSLQJ�EXFNV�LQ�GHHS�FRYHU��PRYLQJ�
RQO\�GXULQJ�GDUNQHVV��+DG�,�QRW�VHHQ�
WKHP�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU��,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�
WKRXJKW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�GHHU�ZLWKLQ�PLOHV��
DV�VLJQ�ZDV�VSDUVH�LQ�WKH�WKLFN�KDELWDW�

6XPPHU�VFRXWLQJ�UHYHDOV�KRZ�PDQ\�
EXFNV�DUH�LQ�DQ�DUHD�DQG�KRZ�ELJ�WKH\�
DUH��,W�SURYLGHV�D�FRQ¿GHQW�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�
FRPH�KXQWLQJ�VHDVRQ�

2QH�-XO\�,�ZDV�VFRXWLQJ�RXW�RI�VWDWH��
,�IRXQG�VRPH�QLFH�EXFNV��RQH�ZKRSSHU��
DQG�IHOW�FRQ¿GHQW�WKH\¶G�EH�WKHUH�FRPH�
WKH�6HSW����DUFKHU\�RSHQHU��,�ZHQW�EDFN�
LQWR�WKH�DUHD�WKUHH�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH�VHDVRQ�
DQG�VSHQW�KRXUV�SRULQJ�RYHU�WUDLO�FDPHUD�
IRRWDJH�DQG�VFRXWLQJ��7KH�WDUJHW�EXFN�,�
ZDV�KRSLQJ�IRU�VKRZHG�XS�QHDUO\�HYHU\�
GD\�RQ�RQH�FDPHUD�RU�DQRWKHU��7KHQ��WKH�
GD\�EHIRUH�WKH�VHDVRQ��WKH�EXFN�VWULSSHG�
LWV�YHOYHW��,�KXQWHG�IURP�D�JURXQG�EOLQG�
RQ�RSHQLQJ�PRUQLQJ��EXW�WKH�EXFN�IDLOHG�
WR�ZDON�WKH�WUDLO�LW�KDG�EHHQ�XVLQJ�HYHU\�
GD\�IRU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�ZHHNV�

)LJXULQJ�WKH�EXFN�ZRXOG�VRRQ�EH�
QRFWXUQDO��,�PDGH�D�EROG�PRYH�DQG�UH�
ORFDWHG�P\�SRS�XS�EOLQG�YHU\�QHDU�WR�
ZKHUH�,�WKRXJKW�WKH�EXFN¶V�FRUH�EHGGLQJ�
DUHD�ZDV��6XUH�HQRXJK��LQ�WKH�FORVLQJ�
PLQXWHV�RI�OHJDO�VKRRWLQJ�OLJKW��WKH�ELJ�
EXFN�FDPH�GRZQ�WKH�WUDLO�DQG�,�DUURZHG�
LW��+DG�,�VWD\HG�KXQWLQJ�ZKHUH�,�ZDV��LW�

ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GDUN�E\�WKH�WLPH�WKH�
EXFN�UHDFKHG�PH��/RFDWLQJ�WKH�EXFN�LQ�
VXPPHU�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�LQ�YHOYHW��DORQJ�
ZLWK�UHDGLQJ�VLJQ�GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�
KXQW�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KDELWDW�DQG�EXFN�
EHKDYLRU��KHOSHG�PH�¿OO�D�WDJ�

$QRWKHU�\HDU�,�KHOG�D�JHQHUDO�VHDVRQ�
DUFKHU\�WDJ�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD��7KH�
EXFN�D�EXGG\�DQG�,�FDXJKW�RQ�WUDLO�FDPHUD�
WUDYHOHG�YLUWXDOO\�WKH�VDPH�WUDLO�DW�WKH�
VDPH�WLPH�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�IRU�WKUHH�ZHHNV�
SULRU�WR�WKH�KXQW��%XW�RQ�WKH�$XJXVW�
PRUQLQJ�,�KXQWHG�IURP�D�JURXQG�EOLQG��
LW�GLGQ¶W�VKRZ�XS��%\����R¶FORFN�LW�ZDV�
PRUH�WKDQ�����GHJUHHV�RXWVLGH�WKH�EOLQG��

BROWNING, 
CAMERA, ACTION

Capture valuable video with the Dark Ops Pro DCL.
In some of my deer hunting areas I run more than two-dozen trail cameras year-
round. In distant places I’ll be hunting, I try to make a road trip, scout and set out 
trail cameras in early to mid-July. When I return for the hunt, I gather cameras and 
study footage on my laptop.

Eight months ago I started using Browning Dark Ops Pro DCL cameras 
($179.99; browningtrailcameras.com). I run all my cameras on video mode to get 
the full story. High Definition (1080p) video captures movements, behaviors and 
sounds that still images can’t. With the ability to increase the length of the video 
clips captured by the Dark Ops, these cameras have revealed a lot about deer—
and predators. Think a 10-second video shows a lot? Let it run for 2 minutes and 
learn exactly what deer are eating.

I’m impressed by the stunning HD clarity of the Pro DCL and the camera’s 
ability to capture discrete movements in the night. I love the strap system, tilt 
bracket and how easy it is to confirm the framing of shots. I’ve had multiple 
Browning trail cameras set out and have not had to change the batteries. They’ve 
been covered in snow, experienced weeks of torrential downpours and weathered 
many days of freezing temperatures. Through all this, the functionality of the 
cameras held up perfectly and the batteries kept working, capturing thousands of 
high-quality video clips.
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Glass shaded areas to find bucks 
during sunny days. Bucks not only 
prefer to bed in the shade, but 
also feed in these cooler areas 
first come late afternoon.

High Definition video captured by 
the Browning Dark Ops Pro DCL is 

a key component to the author’s 
summer scouting strategy.



THE GREATEST NORTH AMERICAN  
HUNTING CHALLENGE CELEBRATED  
IN AN EXCLUSIVE SET 
The North American Big Game “Super 29” is the ultimate 
quest for a big game hunter. Fewer than 300 hunters are 
known to have legally taken all 29 officially recognized 
species of big game animals native to North America — 
making this one of the rarest feats in hunting. 

To celebrate each of these magnificent big game trophies, 
American Mint has created a comprehensive 29-coin collection 
of 24k gold-layered coins. Available exclusively from American 
Mint, the coins in this limited-edition collection are in 
“Brilliant Uncirculated” condition and luxuriously layered 
in 24k gold with a full-color image of the featured animal.

$199
SPECIAL

5 EASY PAYMENTSOF $39.80

• “Brilliant Uncirculated”  
condition 

• Layered in 24k gold 

• 33 mm in diameter (1.3") 

• Specially designed with a full- 
color image of one of the North  
American Big Game “Super 29” 

• Strictly limited to only 9,999  
complete sets worldwide 

• Presented together for the  
first time as a set in a specially  
fitted wooden box 

• Available exclusively from  
American Mint 

common reverse

CALL NOW TO GET YOUR FREE GIFT! 
877-807-MINT (6468)
Or mail in your completed order form and payment or, go to americanmint.com/817A.03

Your Keycode:

817A.03

PLEASE REMIT PAYMENT IN ORDER FOR SHIPMENT TO BE PROCESSED

SIGNATURE REQUIRED ON ALL ORDERS�
M   M    Y    Y M   M    D    D    Y    Y 

Premium Wooden Collector’s 

Box is included for FREE!

FREE GIFT! 
WITH PHONE ORDERS ONLY

CALL NOW and receive a  
2"-long vial of gold flakes 

 absolutely FREE with  
your phone order. It is  

yours to keep with  
no obligation. 

Limit one per customer



I was soaked in sweat. The next day 
was supposed to be even hotter, so we 
moved the blind a couple hundred yards 
up the oak-studded hillside.
The move paid off; around 9 o’clock 

WKH�ELJ�EXFN�ZDONHG�E\��DQG�,�¿OOHG�P\�
tag. Our thinking was simple. Hotter 
days meant deer would be seeking cooler 
conditions, sooner. Here, where water 
was lacking, that meant heading to the 
crests of hills where they could bed in 
the shade and catch uplifting thermals 
to cool them.
If hunting migratory deer late in the 

season, summer scouting might not apply 
because the deer won’t be where you’ll 
be hunting. Unless you can break away 
to walk the land in the summer, you’ll be 
learning the land while simultaneously 
hunting. In this situation, try setting 
trail cameras and checking them in the 
middle of the day. Spend mornings and 
evenings hunting, and the middle of the 
day checking cameras and looking for 
sign. Never head back to camp for a nap 
when hunting unfamiliar land. There’s 
always something to be learned, and the 
best time to do this is in the middle of 
the day when deer are hunkered down.
I’ve had good success over the years 

scouting wintering grounds in the sum-
mer then returning to hunt in October 
and November. This is where summer 
scouting is all about learning what you 
can about the land, not necessarily look-
ing for deer. Look for old rubs that reveal 
buck movement in the area during the 

because it creates the best deer and elk 
habitat where I hunt, but learning new 
ODQG�DQG�¿QGLQJ�GHHU�DPLG�VXFK�FKDQJHV�
FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW�

A couple winters ago one of my hunt-
ing areas was obliterated by an ice storm. 
So many trees and big branches fell that it 
impeded deer travel routes. In fact, it shut 
down deer travel to the point they had to 
relocate to another drainage. Sometimes 
natural disasters like snow and ice storms, 
even high winds or tornados, can in-
ÀXHQFH�ZKHUH�GHHU�OLYH�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�

UXW��ZRUQ�WUDLOV�DQG�GRHV��,¶YH�¿OOHG�D�ORW�
of deer tags over the decades thanks to 
does I found while scouting in the sum-
mer. A lot of homebody does are visited 
by migratory bucks, so don’t overlook 
WKH�YDOXH�RI�¿QGLQJ�GRHV�

A CHANGING LAND
Scouting unfamiliar land helps you learn 
it, but sometimes you show up to hunt 
familiar places and are caught by surprise. 
Recently, I encountered a drastic change 
in vegetation due to extreme summer 
heat and drought. Rather than massive 
stands of blackberries thriving—the soft 
vines of which deer love feeding on in 
late summer and early fall—the ground 
was overrun with tall grass and noxious 
weeds. Though the new vegetation was 
good for bedding cover, it choked out the 
food. With so little food and no water 
in the small creek at the bottom of the 
draw, the deer left. Although I killed a 
buck that season, it was 3 miles from 
where I normally hunted.

Clear-cut logging has also surprised 
me more than once when I’ve rolled 
into familiar hunting grounds and found 
the stands of timber gone. A change in 
such landscapes not only forces deer to 
relocate bedding areas, but it can also 
impact where they feed, thus what trails 
they use to travel from the new bedding 
areas to feeding zones. It can take some 
time, even years, to learn where deer 
go during such a disruption. Mind you, 
it’s not a bad thing. I’m all for logging 

66   JUNE/JULY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

Velvet-racked bucks —whitetails, 
blacktails and mule deer alike —bed 
in the open to protect their headgear, 
making them more visible in summer.

A wildfire can greatly impact deer 
movement for years after the event. In 
areas prone to them, tracking fires is an 
important part of summer scouting.
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unfold, take time to closely study the 
area to see what is attracting mature 
bucks. It’s likely a combination of prime 
feed, cover, multiple escape routes from 
bedding areas, multiple trails connecting 
bedding and feeding areas, and does.
If you kill a big buck you’ve never 

EHIRUH�VHHQ��¿JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�EURXJKW�LW�
there. It could be feed, cover, predators, 
hunting pressure, even a severe storm 
could have pushed it. At the very least, 
plan on hunting that same spot at the 
same time the next season, for if all 
factors remain constant, another big 
buck will be there. Maybe you’ll even 
¿QG�LW�ZKHQ�VFRXWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�
One July a buddy from Wyoming 

called, excited about a double-drop-tine 

in the same areas where I’d seen big bucks 
in the summer. I mostly hunt blacktails 
in thick cover, Western whitetails in big 
country and mule deer that move. Though 
,�PD\�QRW�¿QG�D�WDUJHW�EXFN�ZKHQ�,¶P�
KXQWLQJ��,¶P�FRQ¿GHQW�WKH�DUHDV�,�KDYH�
chosen to hunt hold big bucks. This is 
because I’m hunting where big bucks 
want to be, and summer scouting provides 
me with that critical information.
I’ve learned two key points over the 

years when targeting big bucks. One, a 
mature buck is never anywhere by mis-
take, except during the rut when some 
deer seem to lose all common sense. 
And two, when a big buck is taken out 
of an area, another mature buck will 
move in. When you see this scenario 

move. It’s no secret many old whitetail 
and blacktail bucks live in a very small 
area, and if that habitat is devastated by 
sudden environmental changes, the deer 
will move, sometimes miles.
Throughout the West where I do most 

RI�P\�GHHU�KXQWLQJ��ZLOG¿UHV�KDYH�JUHDW-
ly changed the face of the land in recent 
\HDUV��:H¶YH�QHYHU�GHDOW�ZLWK�ZLOG¿UHV�WR�
WKLV�GHJUHH��7RGD\��ODUJH�VFDOH�ZLOG¿UHV�
are commonplace, and I’m learning a lot 
about deer movement based on burns, 
the intensity of burns and where deer are 
moving in response to them. But most 
importantly, I’m understanding why 
deer are choosing to live where they 
do in their respective habitats, and it’s 
KHOSLQJ�PH�¿QG�PRUH�EXFNV�
In your summer scouting efforts, be 

VXUH�WR�WUDFN�ZLOG¿UHV�LI�ORRNLQJ�WR�KHDG�
RQ�D�KXQW�RXW�:HVW��%LJ�¿UHV�DUH�HDVLO\�
tracked online, as well as by making calls 
WR�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWU\�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�RI¿FHV��
If you’re planning on hunting an area 
WKDW¶V�QHDU�D�ZLOG¿UH��RU�LQ�D�UHJLRQ�ZKHUH�
ZLOG¿UHV�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�LQ�UHFHQW�SDVW��
be prepared with a backup plan. Every 
fall, areas are closed right before, and 
HYHQ�GXULQJ��D�KXQWLQJ�VHDVRQ�GXH�WR�¿UH��
Having another place to hunt is wise. 
With so much land shut down by 

ZLOG¿UHV��PRUH�KXQWHUV�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�
hunt in closer proximity to one another. 
+XQWLQJ�SUHVVXUH��EH�LW�IRUFHG�E\�¿UHV�RU�
not, is something that will impact buck 
movement. Most bucks will go noctur-
nal with the onset of human intrusion, 
often in a matter of hours, and killing 
such bucks becomes nearly impossible. 

ELEMENTS OF ATTRACTION
The number of bucks I’ve found during 
summer scouting and then killed is sur-
SULVLQJO\�ORZ��EXW�,¶YH�¿OOHG�D�ORW�RI�WDJV�
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mule deer that had just run in front of 
his truck in the middle of the night. I’d 
drawn a tag for the area and planned to 
hunt with him. He set out trail cameras 
and caught the buck many times, always 
at night. Then in September it disappeared 
for more than a month. We eventually 
found the buck and I shot it on opening 
day, less than a mile from where it hung 
out all summer. That buck liked the area, 
and we were hunting there because of the 
summer intel we had gathered.
Summer scouting takes effort and 

sweat, but if you want to elevate your 
deer hunting to the next level, this is the 
place to start. Big deer are smart, and 
they’re most visible in summer. Now is 
WKH�WLPH�WR�¿QG�WKHP��
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The author tagged two nice 
whitetails in consecutive years 
at the same spot due to spotting 
a giant buck in summer and 
focusing his efforts on the area.
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I was halfway through a slow, steady 
retrieve when my line suddenly 
pulled tight, a noticeable bend 
forming in my rod. Something in 

the shallow, clear waters surrounding 
the Sister Islands had inhaled my black 
marabou jig. I set the hook and felt a 
ZHLJKW\�¿VK�GDUW�RII�LQ�DQRWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ��
$�VKRUW�EXW�GRJJHG�¿JKW�ODWHU��,�KDG�D�
chunky smallmouth bass in hand—my 
¿UVW�RI�WKH�GD\��$IWHU�D�IHZ�TXLFN�SKRWRV��
,�VOLG�WKH�IHLVW\�¿VK�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�FRRO�
water, and my boatmates congratulated 
PH�RQ�P\�¿UVW�'RRU�&RXQW\�VPDOOPRXWK�
It was mid-June, and our group of 

anglers was on Lake Michigan’s Green 
Bay for two reasons: to catch lots of 
smallmouth bass and to test Humminbird’s 
new MEGA Live Imaging TargetLock 
V\VWHP�EHIRUH�LWV�RI¿FLDO�ODXQFK��7KH�
new accessory lets anglers lock their 
MEGA Live Imaging on structure while 
being free to use their trolling motor for 
navigation. We’d see it in action over two 
GD\V�RI�H[FHOOHQW�¿VKLQJ��
I spent most of the morning with fellow 

DQJOHUV�5\DQ�&KXFNHO�DQG�%U\DQ�%UDVKHU��
catching several nice smallmouths on 
swimbaits and hair jigs. After lunch, I 
KRSSHG�RQWR�&DSW��$GDP�5DVPXVVHQ¶V�
ERDW��$�'RRU�&RXQW\�FKDUWHU�FDSWDLQ�
for the past eight years and owner of 
Rasmussen Outdoors Guide Service and 
6DOPRQ�'HSRW�&KDUWHUV��WKH�JX\�KDV�WKH�
¿VKHU\�DURXQG�6LVWHU�%D\�GLDOHG�LQ��:H�
caught more bass around the islands be-
IRUH�¿VKLQJ�WKH�GRFNV�DORQJ�6LVWHU�%D\¶V�
shoreline. We eventually stumbled onto a 
big school of smallmouths, ranging from 
GLQNV�WR�GHFHQW�¿VK�DURXQG���SRXQGV��,�

don’t know how many we caught that 
afternoon, but the almost-every-cast ac-
WLRQ�ZDV�D�IXQ�ZD\�WR�FORVH�RXW�P\�¿UVW�
GD\�¿VKLQJ�RQ�*UHHQ�%D\�
Most serious bass anglers know of 

'RRU�&RXQW\��7KH�DUHD�KDV�UHFHLYHG�ORWV�
of attention for its abundant, spirited 
smallmouths, especially those exceeding 
6 pounds. In 2014, Bassmaster crowned 
'RRU�&RXQW\¶V�6WXUJHRQ�%D\�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�
EHVW�EDVV�¿VKLQJ�³ODNH�´�7KH�UDQNLQJ�ZDV�
MXVWL¿HG��)URP������WR�������ZLQQLQJ�
WRWDO�ZHLJKWV�IRU�WKH�WZR�GD\�����¿VK�
bag in the annual spring Sturgeon Bay 
Open Bass tournament were each more 
WKDQ����SRXQGV��7KH�DYHUDJH�SHU�¿VK�
weight for winning teams across those 
three years was nearly 6 1/2 pounds, and 
the largest smallmouth caught weighed 
8.45 pounds.

7KH�¿VKHU\�KDV�GHFOLQHG�D�ELW�IURP�
WKRVH�SHDN�OHYHOV��EXW�¿VKLQJ�UHPDLQV�
very good. A 50-plus-pound total bag 
still typically wins the pre-spawn tour-
naments in May. And behemoth bass, 
like the 8.78-pound monster caught in 
2018, still show up on occasion. This 
OHYHO�RI�¿VKLQJ�EHJV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:KDW�
LV�LW�DERXW�'RRU�&RXQW\�ZDWHUV�WKDW�PDNH�
them so good for smallmouths? 

³:H�MXVW�KDYH�DOO�WKH�SLHFHV�RI�WKH�
SX]]OH�KHUH��,�ZRXOG�VD\�´�QRWHV�6FRWW�
+DQVHQ��D�:LVFRQVLQ�'15�¿VKHULHV�
ELRORJLVW�LQ�'RRU�&RXQW\�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�
���\HDUV��³$OO�RI�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�IRU�
the different life-history stages. Good 
spawning habitat. Some protected areas 
where they’re allowed to spawn and 
where the young—the nursery areas, 
VR�WR�VSHDN²FDQ�RFFXU�´
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Green Bay’s forage base is also as-
tounding. Its fertile waters offer ample 
]RRSODQNWRQ� IRU� \RXQJ� ¿VK��$GXOWV��
PHDQZKLOH��JRUJH�WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�D�EXIIHW�
WKDW�+DQVHQ�VD\V�LQFOXGHV�FUD\¿VK��VPHOW��
SHUFK��PLQQRZV��LQYDVLYH�DOHZLYHV�DQG�
WKH�XELTXLWRXV²DQG�VLPLODUO\�LQYDVLYH²
URXQG�JRELHV��ZKLFK�VPDOOPRXWKV�ORYH��

6LQFH�JRELHV�ZHUH�¿UVW�GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�
WKH�*UHDW�/DNHV��'RRU�&RXQW\¶V�VPDOO-
PRXWK�EDVV�KDYH�JURZQ�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
ORQJHU�RQ�DYHUDJH��)LVK�WKDW�RQFH�WRRN�
VHYHQ�\HDUV�WR�UHDFK�WKH����LQFK�OHJDO�
size limit are now doing so in as little as 
¿YH�\HDUV��VRPHWLPHV�OHVV��:KLOH�+DQVHQ�
KHVLWDWHV�WR�FUHGLW�JRELHV�H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU�
WKLV�JURZWK��KH�VD\V�LW¶V�KDUG�WR�LJQRUH�
WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�LQÀXHQFH��:LWK�LWV�ELJ�
¿VK�DQG�VFHQLF�YLHZV��LW¶V�FOHDU�ZK\�
'RRU�&RXQW\�LV�D�EXFNHW�OLVW�VSRW�IRU�
many bass anglers.

THE BITE WINDOW
$OWKRXJK�6WXUJHRQ�%D\�JHWV�PXFK�RI�
WKH�SUHVV��LW�EDUHO\�VFUDWFKHV�WKH�VXUIDFH�
RI�ZKDW¶V�DYDLODEOH��'RRU�&RXQW\�ERDVWV�
����PLOHV�RI�VKRUHOLQH�DORQJ�WKH�'RRU�
3HQLQVXOD��3ULPH�¿VKLQJ�H[WHQGV�IURP�
/LWWOH�6WXUJHRQ�%D\�RQ�WKH�*UHHQ�%D\�
VLGH�QRUWK�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�,VODQG�DQG�WKHQ�
EDFN�VRXWK�DORQJ�WKH�/DNH�0LFKLJDQ�
VLGH�WR�URXJKO\�-DFNVRQSRUW��

'HVSLWH� LWV� QRUWKHUQ� ODWLWXGH�� WKH�
RSHQ�ZDWHU�VHDVRQ�LV�UHODWLYHO\�OHQJWK\��
:HDWKHU��QDWXUDOO\��LV�WKH�GHWHUPLQLQJ�
IDFWRU�HDUO\�DQG�ODWH�

³'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�\HDU��\RX�FDQ�VWDUW�
FDWFKLQJ�WKHP�PLGGOH�WR�HQG�RI�$SULO��EXW�
IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW��LW�VWDUWV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�0D\²OLNH�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�:LVFRQVLQ�
RSHQHU²DQG�WKHQ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�XQWLO� LW�
JHWV�WRR�FROG�WKDW�WKH\�TXLW�ELWLQJ��RU�LW�
IUHH]HV�´�5DVPXVVHQ�VD\V��³,¶YH�FDXJKW�
WKHP�DV�ODWH�DV�'HFHPEHU�´�

6SULQJ�DQG�IDOO�DUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�ELJ�¿VK�
WLPH�SHULRGV��ZLWK�5DVPXVVHQ�IDYRULQJ�
VSULQJ��+LV�ELJJHVW�HYHU�VPDOOPRXWK�
ZHLJKHG���SRXQGV�����RXQFHV�DQG�FDPH�LQ�
WKH�VHFRQG�ZHHN�RI�0D\��+H�DOVR�FDXJKW�D�
��SRXQG����RXQFH�JLDQW�RQH�IDOO��6XPPHU�
PRQWKV��PHDQZKLOH��RIIHU�QXPEHUV�DQG�
TXDOLW\��,�FDXJKW�P\�SHUVRQDO�EHVW�EURQ-
]HEDFN��D���SRXQG�����RXQFH�¿VK��LQ�WKH�
PLGGOH�RI�-XQH��5DVPXVVHQ�VD\V����WR�
������SRXQGHUV�DUH�FRPPRQ��DQG�WKHUH�
DUH�JRRG�QXPEHUV�RI����WR���SRXQG�EDVV�

³6L[HV�KDYH�MXVW� WXUQHG�LQWR�JRRG�
RQHV�´�KH�VD\V��³/LNH�\RX�GRQ¶W�JHW�WRR�
H[FLWHG�XQWLO�WKH\¶UH�LQ�WKDW�KLJK����RU�

��SRXQG�UDQJH��/HJLW���SRXQGHUV�«�,�
¿VK�KHUH����WR�����GD\V�D�\HDU��DQG�LI�
,�VHH�OLNH�WZR�RI�WKRVH�D�VHDVRQ��WKDW¶V�
SUREDEO\�DERXW�ULJKW�´

$FWLRQ�EHJLQV�LQ�HDUO\�0D\�RQ�VRXWKHUQ�
'RRU�&RXQW\¶V�*UHHQ�%D\�VLGH��ZKHUH�
ZDWHUV�ZDUP�VRRQHU��3UH�VSDZQ²DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�VSDZQLQJ²VPDOOPRXWKV�LQ-
YDGH�URFN\�DQG�VDQG\�VKRUHOLQHV�DQG�ÀDWV�
LQ�WKH�VKDOORZ�ED\V�OLQLQJ�WKH�SHQLQVXOD��

/LWWOH�6WXUJHRQ�%D\��5LOH\V�%D\�DQG�6DQG�
%D\�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�ZDUP��DV�DUH�
6WXUJHRQ�%D\�DQG�6DZ\HU�+DUERU��)URP�
WKH�PLGGOH�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�0D\��5DVPXVVHQ�
UHSRUWV��QRUWKHUQ�DUHDV�OLNH�)LVK�&UHHN��
(JJ�+DUERU��(SKUDLP�DQG�6LVWHU�%D\�KHDW�
XS��/DNH�0LFKLJDQ�ED\V��VXFK�DV�5RZOH\V��
1RUWK�DQG�0RRQOLJKW��W\SLFDOO\�KDYH�D�
ODWHU�VSDZQ�WKDQ�WKRVH�LQ�*UHHQ�%D\��
DV�GR�WKRVH�DURXQG�:DVKLQJWRQ�,VODQG��

DOOR COUNTY 
TRIP PLANNER

Multi-species fishing and more on the peninsula

Capt. Adam Rasmussen runs his charter business out of Sturgeon Bay. A testament 
to Door County’s multi-species diversity, Rasmussen offers smallmouth and 
walleye trips through his Rasmussen Outdoors Guide Service (rasmussenoutdoors.
com) and trout and salmon trips through his Salmon Depot Charter Fishing 
(salmondepot.com). Book him for a no-hassles adventure and to shorten your 
learning curve on the water. 

DIY anglers should visit Howie’s Tackle (howiestackle.com) for local info and to 
stock up on necessary supplies. There are ample boat ramps on both the Green 
Bay and Lake Michigan sides of the Door Peninsula, along with a few fishing 
piers and shore access points for shore-bound anglers. The Wisconsin DNR (dnr.
wisconsin.gov) has an interactive map showing launches, shore fishing access and 
more. Also, bone up on regulations, which can vary. 

If taking a break from fishing, there’s plenty in Door County to keep you busy. State 
parks offer hiking and biking trails, and there are several golf courses, with some 
offering incredible views. You’ll find kayak and paddleboard rentals for sightseeing, or 
there are museums and historical landmarks if that’s more your speed.

For fine dining, I heartily recommend Boathouse on the Bay, which offers excellent 
food and a killer view of scenic Sister Bay. Area supper clubs, a distinctly Wisconsin 
experience, are another option. Or consider taking in a traditional fish boil, a 
Scandinavian tradition that’s been part of Door County culture for decades. There 
are breweries and wineries to explore, and area lodging options are almost endless, 
ranging from quaint bed-and-breakfast accommodations to expansive resorts. Get 
information on all the above at Destination Door County (doorcounty.com).

72   JUNE/JULY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

Door County offers stunning views 
of its many lighthouses on Lake 

Michigan. Visitors can hike, bike or 
paddle to take in the sights.
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Rasmussen likes a 7-foot-3-inch me-
dium-light rod for hair jigs, swimbaits 
and Ned rigs, and a 7-foot medium-
action rod for tubes. He prefers the 13 
Fishing Aerios, but any 2000- or 3000-
size reel with a quality drag works. He 
VSRROV�XS�ZLWK���SRXQG�6X¿[�1DQR%UDLG�
RU����SRXQG�6X¿[�����EUDLG�ZLWK�D����WR�
���SRXQG�6X¿[�$GYDQFH�ÀXRURFDUERQ�
leader, depending on water clarity.

5HWULHYH� VZLPEDLWV� DQG� KDLU� MLJV�
slowly but steadily; Rasmussen says 
SURSHU�UHWULHYH�VSHHG�LV�KLJKO\�VSHFL¿F�
DQG�YDULHV�GDLO\��:KHQ�KH�JXLGHV��KH�
XVXDOO\�¿VKHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�FOLHQWV��LQ�SDUW�
so they can see how he’s reeling. He 
VD\V�¿VK�DUH�RIWHQ�WKDW�VSHFL¿F�LQ�WKHLU�
preferences. Meanwhile, work Ned rigs 
and tubes just off the bottom, occasion-
ally making contact.
These setups work in mid- to late 

summer, too. All that changes are the 
places smallmouths are found and the 
weight of the baits needed to reach them. 
([FOXGLQJ�D�VPDOO�ZLQGRZ�DIWHU�VSDZQ-
ing, where bass stick around the shal-
lows and can be caught on 1/2-ounce 
VSLQQHUEDLWV��5DVPXVVHQ�VD\V�PRVW�¿VK�
push out to structure in 12 to 25 feet of 
water. For these depths, he bumps up 
to 1/4-, 3/8- and 1/2-ounce jig heads 
on swimbaits.
In July, drop-shot rigs become key 

for Rasmussen as marabou jigs fade 
away. For plastics, he suggests 2- to 
��LQFK�ÀRDWLQJ�EDLWV�PLPLFNLQJ�JRELHV��
OLNH�%HUNOH\¶V�3RZHU%DLW�0D[6FHQW�)ODW�
:RUP�RU�=�0DQ¶V�7ULFN�6KRW=��+H�OLNHV�D�
VMC Redline Finesse Neko hook, which 
allows for nose-hooking or threading 
baits on the hook. On calm days, he rigs 
D�����RXQFH�GURS�VKRW�ZHLJKW��LQ�KHDY\�
wind, he prefers a 3/8-ounce weight. 
Rasmussen turns to a tempera-

WXUH�JDXJH��KLV�)LVK:HDWKHU�DSS�DQG�
/DNH0DVWHU�PDSV�WR�¿QG�WKH�ZDUPHVW�
water and highlight desired depths in the 
VSULQJ��%XW�KH�PRVWO\�XVHV�KLV�H\HV��DQG�
TXDOLW\�SRODUL]HG�VXQJODVVHV��WR�¿QG�¿VK�
and ideal habitat. In summer and fall, 
HOHFWURQLFV�SOD\�D�ODUJHU�UROH��:KHQ�¿VK�
PRYH�GHHSHU��KH�XVHV�6LGH�,PDJLQJ�WR�
¿QG�WKH�ELJ�ERXOGHUV�VPDOOPRXWKV�ORYH�
DQG�XWLOL]HV�0(*$�/LYH�,PDJLQJ�WR�VHH�
LI�¿VK�DUH�SUHVHQW��,I�QRW��KH�PRYHV�XQWLO�
KH�¿QGV�WKHP��:KHQ�KH�GRHV��KH�XVHV�
7DUJHW/RFN�WR�ZDWFK�¿VK�ZKLOH�XVLQJ�
6SRW�/RFN�WR�DQFKRU�LQ�SODFH�DQG�¿JKW�
the wind.

VSDZQ¶V�WLPLQJ�YDULHV�IURP�ED\�WR�ED\�
DORQJ�WKH�'RRU�3HQLQVXOD�DQG�HYHQ�IURP�
RQH�SDUW�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�ED\�WR�DQRWKHU��
,Q�IDFW��:LVFRQVLQ�'15�UHVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�
*UHHQ�%D\�VPDOOPRXWK�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�
isolated from one another and genetically 
different. Anglers can usually target pre-
VSDZQ�¿VK�VRPHZKHUH��HYHQ�LI�RWKHU�EDVV�
DUH�RQ�EHGV��0RVW�ED\V�KDYH�ERDW�UDPSV�
LQ�LQGLYLGXDO�WRZQVKLSV��VR�OHQJWK\�UXQV�
across open water to target pre-spawners 
are rarely required. Just hitch up your 
WUDLOHU�DQG�ODXQFK�ZKHUH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�¿VK��

A FINESSE GAME
,Q�*UHHQ�%D\�DQG�WKH�PDLQ�ODNH¶V�FOHDU�
ZDWHUV��VSLQQLQJ�URGV�DQG�¿QHVVH�WDF-
tics reign supreme. Light tackle, light 
line and long rods shine all season but 
especially early when long casts and 
low-impact presentations are required. 
Marabou jigs, Ned rigs and 2- to 3-inch 
WXEHV�DQG�VZLPEDLWV�ZHLJKLQJ�����������
RU������RXQFH�DUH�JRRG�VSULQJWLPH�EDLW�
options, as are jerkbaits. 

June is a big spawning month, but by 
PLG�-XO\��5DVPXVVHQ�VD\V�PRVW�¿VK�KHDG�
to summertime haunts in deeper water, 
where they look for structure—reefs, 
boulders, drop-offs and more. He says 
IDOO�EDVV�PRYH�GHHSHU�VWLOO��VFKRROLQJ�
near steep transitions. They’ll be on 20-, 
30- or 40-foot breaklines, sometimes 
HYHQ�GHHSHU�

:KLOH�PRVW�RI�'RRU�&RXQW\�LV�RSHQ�
to year-round catch-and-release small-
PRXWK�¿VKLQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�/DNH�0LFKLJDQ�
KDUYHVW�RSHQHU�LQ�HDUO\�0D\��:DVKLQJWRQ�
,VODQG�DQG�WKH�0LQN�5LYHU�DUH�QRW��7KH�
0LQN�5LYHU�LV�D�¿VK�UHIXJH�GRZQVWUHDP�
WR�WKH�PRXWK�LQ�5RZOH\V�%D\�IURP�WKH�
¿UVW�6XQGD\�LQ�0DUFK�XQWLO�-XQH�����
ZLWK�QR�¿VKLQJ�IRU�DQ\�VSHFLHV�DOORZHG��
0HDQZKLOH��DQJOLQJ�IRU�EDVV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�
is prohibited within a quarter mile of all 
LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�7RZQ�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ�,VODQG�
from early March to July 1.

:KDW¶V�QLFH�DERXW�WKH�'RRU�&RXQW\�
¿VKHU\��WKRXJK��LV�WKDW�WKH�DUHD¶V�VPDOO-
ies don’t all spawn simultaneously. The 
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Small swimbaits on light jigs and 
Ned rigs are good baits for small-

mouths in shallow bays. When fish 
move deeper, try drop-shotting.



According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, more than 54 million 

Americans are suffering from joint discomfort.

This epidemic rise in aching joints has led 
to a search for alternative treatments—as many 
sufferers want relief without the harmful side 
effects of conventional “solutions.”

Leading the way from nature’s pharmacy is 
the new “King of Oils” that pioneering Florida 
MD and anti-aging specialist Dr. Al Sears calls 
“the most significant breakthrough I’ve ever 
found for easing joint discomfort.”

Biblical scholars treasured this “holy oil.”  
Ancient healers valued it more than gold for its 
medicinal properties.  Marco Polo prized it as 
he blazed the Silk Road.  And Ayurvedic prac-
titioners, to this day, rely on it for healing and 
detoxification.

Yet what really caught Dr. Sears’ attention is 
how modern medical findings now prove this 
“King of Oils” can powerfully…

Deactivate 400 Agony-Causing Genes

If you want genuine, long-lasting relief for 
joint discomfort, you must address inflamma-
tion.  Too much inflammation will wreak havoc 
on joints, break down cartilage and cause un-
ending discomfort.  This is why so many natu-
ral joint relief solutions try to stop one of the 
main inflammatory genes called COX-2.

But the truth is, there are hundreds of agony-
causing genes like COX-2, 5-LOX, iNOS, TNK, 
Interleukin 1,6,8 and many more—and stopping 
just one of them won’t give you all the relief 
you need.

Doctors and scientists now confirm the “King 
of Oils”—Indian Frankincense—deactivates not 
one but 400 agony-causing genes.  It does so 
by shutting down the inflammation command 
center called Nuclear Factor Kappa Beta.

NK-Kappa B is like a switch that can turn 
400 inflammatory genes “on” or “off.”  A study 
in Journal of Food Lipids reports that Indian 
Frankincense powerfully deactivates NF-Kappa 
B.  This journal adds that Indian Frankincense 
is “so powerful it shuts down the pathway trig-
gering aching joints.”

Relief That’s 10 Times Faster… 
 and in Just 5 Days

Many joint sufferers prefer natural solutions 
but say they work too slowly.  Take the best-
seller glucosamine.  Good as it is, the National 
Institutes of Health reports that glucosamine 

takes as long as eight weeks to work.
Yet in a study published in the International 

Journal of Medical Sciences, 60 patients with 
stiff knees took 100 mg of Indian Frankincense 
or a placebo daily for 30 days.  Remarkably, In-
dian Frankincense “significantly improved joint 
function and relieved discomfort in as early as 
five days.”  That’s relief that is 10 times faster 
than glucosamine.

78% Better Relief Than 
the Most Popular Joint Solution

In another study, people suffering from 
discomfort took a formula containing Indian 
Frankincense and another natural substance or 
a popular man-made joint solution every day 
for 12 weeks.

The results?  Stunning!  At the end of the 
study, 64% of those taking the Indian Frank-
incense formula saw their joint discomfort go 
from moderate or severe to mild or no discom-
fort.  Only 28% of those taking the placebo got 
the relief they wanted.  So Indian Frankincense 
delivered relief at a 78% better clip than the 
popular man-made formula.

In addition, in a randomized, double blind, 
placebo controlled study, patients suffering 
from knee discomfort took Indian Frankincense 
or a placebo daily for eight weeks.  Then the 
groups switched and got the opposite interven-
tion.  Every one of the patients taking Indian 
Frankincense got relief.  That’s a 100% success 
rate—numbers unseen by typical solutions.

In addition, BMJ (formerly the British Medi-
cal Journal) reports that Indian Frankincense is 
safe for joint relief — so safe and natural you 
can take it every day.

Because of clinically proven results like this, 
Dr. Sears has made Indian Frankincense the 
centerpiece of a new natural joint relief formula 
called Mobilify.

Great Results for Knees, Hips, 
Shoulders and Joints

Joni D. says, “Mobilify really helps with 
soreness, stiffness and mild temporary pain.  
The day after taking it, I was completely back to 
normal—so fast.”  Shirley M. adds, “Two weeks 
after taking Mobilify, I had no knee discomfort 
and could go up and down the staircase.” Larry 
M. says, “After a week and a half of taking Mo-
bilify, the discomfort, stiffness and minor aches 
went away… it’s almost like being reborn.” And 
avid golfer Dennis H. says, “I can attest to Mo-
bilify easing discomfort to enable me to pursue 
my golfing days. Definitely one pill that works 
for me out of the many I have tried.”

How to Get Mobilify

To secure the hot, new Mobilify formula, 
buyers should contact the Sears Health Hotline 
at 1-800-333-6172 TODAY. “It’s not available 
in retail stores yet,” says Dr. Sears. “The Hot-
line allows us to ship directly to the customer.” 
Dr. Sears feels so strongly about Mobilify, all 
orders are backed by a 100% money-back guar-
antee.  “Just send me back the bottle and any 
unused product within 90 days from purchase 
date, and I’ll send you all your money back.”

Use Promo Code MBGF523 when you call to 
secure your supply of Mobilify. Lines are fre-
quently busy and due to heightened demand, 
supplies are limited. To secure your suppy to-
day, call 1-800-333-6172.

ADVERTISEMENT

Biblical Bush Relieves Joint  
Discomfort in as Little as 5 Days

Legendary “special herb” gives new life to old joints without 
clobbering you. So safe you can take it every day without worry.

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.  RESULTS MAY VARY FROM PERSON TO PERSON. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULT SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL.  9 

Scientific Discovery Stuns Doctors

The active ingredient in Mobilify soothes aching joints in as little as 5 days
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In fall, larger 4-inch swimbaits 
and Alabama rigs shine. For A-rigs, 
Rasmussen relies on a 13 Fishing 
Envy 7-foot-11-inch crankbait rod 
DQG�D����SRXQG�ÀXRURFDUERQ�OHDGHU��
Smallmouths are typically even deeper, 
so he’ll drive around in 30 to 40 feet of 
water with 2D sonar or Side Imaging 
XQWLO�KH�¿QGV�WKHP��+H�DGYLVHV�DQJOHUV�
doing similarly not to place deep-caught 
IDOO�¿VK�LQ�OLYHZHOOV�RU�NHHS�WKHP�RXW�
of the water too long, though, as it can 
kill them.
During the spawn, Rasmussen avoids 

targeting smallmouths on beds. First, he 
doesn’t wish to hinder their reproductive 
success. Second, it’s still possible— and 
often more productive—to catch pre-
spawn bass in June.

1HVW�¿VKLQJ�LV�D�FRPSOH[��FRQWURYHUVLDO�
topic. Most studies suggest that pulling a 
male smallmouth off a nest he’s guarding 
reduces the probability of that individual 
nest’s success. Brood predators, like other 
VXQ¿VK�RU�JRELHV��FRQVXPH�VRPH�RU�DOO�
the eggs or larvae, with more typically 
consumed the longer the bass is off the 
bed. If all eggs or larvae are eaten, that 
nest fails, and if enough are lost in the 
male’s absence, he may abandon the nest. 

6WLOO��UHVHDUFK�RIIHUV�FRQÀLFWLQJ�RSLQ-
ions on population-level effects of nest 
¿VKLQJ��DQG�QR�UHJXODWLRQV��\HW��SURKLELW�
it. If you decide to target smallmouths 
on beds, minimize potential negative im-
SDFWV��8VH�DUWL¿FLDO�LQVWHDG�RI�OLYH�EDLWV�WR�
DYRLG�GHHSO\�KRRNLQJ�¿VK��,PPHGLDWHO\�
release bass where caught. Move to a new 

of it, and bass approaching 8 pounds 
are still occasionally caught in spring 
tournaments. If anglers keep practicing 
HWKLFDO�FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�¿VKLQJ��DQG�
key habitat is maintained, the possibil-
ity is there. Until then, anglers can wear 
themselves out on quality bass with a 
chance at a true giant, all in a setting that 
offers picture-perfect views. 

area after catching a couple; that leaves 
at least some nearby nests undisturbed.
Many anglers still feel that Wisconsin’s 

current 9-pound, 1-ounce smallmouth re-
cord, taken from Oneida County’s Indian 
Lake in 1950, could fall in Door County 
waters. Green Bay certainly has the for-
age base to support such growth. Five 
\HDUV�DJR��RQH�¿VK�FDPH�ZLWKLQ�RXQFHV�

SMALLMOUTH 
SECRET WEAPONS
Gear to make bronzeback fishing more productive

Quality spinning rods, reels, lines and finesse baits are a good place to start for a Door 
County smallmouth adventure. But a few key items can make your trip even better.

HUMMINBIRD MEGA LIVE IMAGING TARGETLOCK

New MEGA Live Imaging TargetLock ($1,500 for adapter 
kit/$3,000 with transducer; humminbird.johnsonoutdoors.

com) lets you lock live-imaging sonar on a particular structure in 
the water. You can freely drift or use your trolling motor to move or 

anchor in place via Spot-Lock, and TargetLock automatically 
keeps your transducer pointed at the target. On windy days 
while targeting offshore boulders, Capt. Adam Rasmussen 

uses this feature so he can focus on smallmouth fishing 
without worrying about boat control or manually adjusting 

Live Imaging. We also used it in shallower water in June to 
stay on a school of fish hanging near a dock wall in Sister Bay. 
Additionally, TargetLock’s MEGA Live Sweep function provides 

a constantly updating 120-degree view ahead of you, while 
MinnKota Steer lets you control trolling motor and MEGA Live Imaging direction 
simultaneously. It’s a potent tool on Green Bay or anywhere you choose to fish.

FIN-NOR CLEAT SUNGLASSES

Polarized sunglasses are essential tools for Door County smallmouths. I wish I’d had 
Fin-Nor’s new Cleat sunglasses ($189; fin-nor.com) last year. They’ve become my go-to 
due to their exceptional comfort and ability to help me see into the water. The Cleat 
glasses have an innovative venting system, an adjustable nose pad and integrated 
spring hinges for a snug fit on different face shapes 
and sizes. I love the built-in peripheral shields, which 
block extra light from the sides, making the view 
beneath the surface even clearer. They’re available in 
several frame and lens colors.

BERKLEY POWERBAIT MAXSCENT

Berkley states that its MaxScent products catch 45 percent more fish than its 
original PowerBait. It’s especially effective on finicky fish and when using finesse 
presentations, like a drop-shot or Ned rig. MaxScent features a unique water-
absorbent PVC construction that releases a super-charged scent field in the water to 
convert bass looks into bites. And, unlike other scent products, it doesn’t dry out. The 
PowerBait MaxScent Flat Worm ($9/10-pack; berkley-fishing.com) is a great drop-
shot plastic, while the MaxScent Lil’ General ($9/8-pack) is perfect for Ned rigs. The 

MaxScent Tube ($9/8-pack) is another 
good option for Door County smallies.
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More than 16 million Amer-
icans suffer from age-asso-

ciated cognitive impairment, and 
according to nationwide research, 
these numbers are only rising.

Thankfully, anti-aging specialist 
and best-selling author Dr. Al Sears 
says there’s an easy way to banish 
senior moments and brain fog for 
good.

It’s a safe, natural compound 
called DHA – one of the building 
blocks of your brain. It helps chil-
dren grow their brains significantly 
bigger during development. And in 
adults, it protects brain cells from 
dying as they get older.

For years, most people thought 
fish oil was the best available source 
of DHA…

But industrial fish farming prac-
tices have depleted the nutritional 
content of nearly every fish oil you 
can buy.

Today, roughly 20 million Ameri-
cans are wasting their money on fish 
oils that hardly do anything at all.

And since they think they are 
addressing the problem, fish oil’s 
failure has led to America’s memory 
crisis continuing to grow practically 
unchecked.

Fortunately, Dr. Sears says, 
“there’s still hope for seniors. Getting 
more DHA can make a life-changing 
difference for your mental clarity, fo-
cus, and memory.”

Dr. Sears, a highly-acclaimed, 
board-certified doctor— who has 
published more than 500 studies 
and written four bestselling books 
— says we should be able to get 
enough DHA in our diets… but we 
don’t anymore.

“For thousands of years, fish were 
a great natural source of DHA. But 
due to industrial fish farming prac-
tices, the fish we eat and the fish oils 
you see at the store are no longer as 
nutrient-dense as they once were,” 
he explains. 

DHA is backed by hundreds of 
studies for supporting razor-sharp 
focus, extraordinary mental clarity, 
and a lightning quick memory… es-
pecially in seniors.

So, if you’re struggling with fo-
cus, mental clarity, or memory as 
you get older…

 Dr. Sears recommends a different 
approach.

THE SECRET TO A  
LASTING MEMORY

Research has shown our paleo 
ancestors were able to grow bigger 
and smarter brains by eating foods 
rich in one ingredient — DHA. 

“Our hippocampus thrives off 
DHA, and grows because of it,” 
explains Dr. Sears. “Without DHA, 
our brains would shrink, and our 
memories would quickly fade.”

A groundbreaking study from 
the University of Alberta confirmed 
this. Animals given a diet rich in 
DHA saw a 29% boost in their hip-
pocampus — the part of the brain 
responsible for learning and mem-
ory. As a result, these animals be-
came smarter.

Another study on more than 
1,500 seniors found that those 
whose brains were deficient in DHA 
had significantly smaller brains — 
a characteristic of accelerated aging 
and a weakened memory.

PEOPLE’S BRAINS ARE  
SHRINKING AND THEY  
DON’T EVEN KNOW IT

Dr. Sears uncovered that some-
time during the 1990s, fish farm-
ers stopped giving their animals a 
natural, DHA-rich diet and began 
feeding them a diet that was 70% 
vegetarian. 

“It became expensive for farmers 
to feed fish what they’d eat in the 
wild,” explains Dr. Sears. “But in 
order to produce DHA, fish need to 
eat a natural, marine diet, like the 
one they’d eat in the wild.”

“Since fish farmers are depriving 
these animals of their natural diet, 
DHA is almost nonexistent in the 
oils they produce.” 

 “And since more than 80% of 
fish oil comes from farms, it’s no 
wonder the country is experienc-
ing a memory crisis. Most people’s 
brains are shrinking and they don’t 
even know it.”

So, what can people do to im-
prove their memory and brain func-
tion most effectively.

Dr. Sears says, “Find a quali-
ty DHA supplement that doesn’t 

come from a farmed source. That 
will protect your brain cells and the 
functions they serve well into old 
age.”

Dr. Sears and his team worked 
tirelessly for over two years devel-
oping a unique brain-boosting for-
mula called Omega Rejuvenol. 

It’s made from the most powerful 
source of DHA in the ocean, squid 
and krill — two species that cannot 
be farmed.

According to Dr. Sears, these are 
the purest and most potent sourc-
es of DHA in the world, because 
they haven’t been tampered with. 
“Omega Rejuvenol is sourced from 
the most sustainable fishery in Ant-
arctica. You won’t find this oil in 
any stores.”

MORE IMPRESSIVE RESULTS

Already, the formula has sold 
more than 850,000 bottles. And for 
a good reason, too. Satisfied cus-
tomers can’t stop raving about the 
memory-boosting benefits of quali-
ty-sourced DHA oil.

“The first time I took it, I was 
amazed. The brain fog I struggled 
with for years was gone within 24 
hours. The next day, I woke up with 
the energy and mental clarity of a 
new man,” says Owen R.

“I remember what it was like be-
fore I started taking Omega Reju-
venol… the lack of focus… the dull 
moods… the slippery memory… 
but now my mind is as clear as it’s 
ever been,” says Estelle H.

“My mood and focus are at an 
all-time high. I’ve always had trou-

ble concentrating, and now I think 
I know why,” raves Bernice J. “The 
difference that Omega Rejuvenol 
makes couldn’t be more notice-
able.”

And 70-year-old Mark K. says, 
“My focus and memory are back to 
age-30 levels.”

These are just a handful of the 
thousands of reviews Dr. Sears re-
ceives regularly thanks to his break-
through memory formula, Omega 
Rejuvenol.

WHERE TO FIND  
OMEGA REJUVENOL

To secure bottles of this 
brain-booster, buyers should con-
tact the Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-966-5680. “It takes time to 
manufacture these bottles,” says 
Dr. Sears. “The Hotline allows us to 
ship the product directly to custom-
ers who need it most.” 

Dr. Sears feels so strongly about 
this product he is offering a 100% 
money-back guarantee on every or-
der. “Send back any used or unused 
bottles within 90 days and I’ll rush 
you a refund,” says Dr. Sears.

The Hotline is taking orders for 
the next 48 hours. After that, the 
phone number may be shut down 
to allow for inventory restocking. 

Call 1-800-966-5680 to secure 
your limited supply of Omega 
Rejuvenol. Readers of this 
publication immediately qualify 
for a steep discount, but supplies 
are limited. To take advantage of 
this great offer use Promo Code 
OMGF523 when you call.

ADVERTISEMENT

Fish Oil Failure Shines Grim Light 
on America’s Memory Crisis

America’s Top Memory M.D. Reveals Why Fish Oil Doesn’t Protect You 
from Senior Moments – and the #1 Alternative

Why the ‘brain fuel’ ingredient in fish oil is slowly drying up.
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I W�KDG�WDNHQ�XV�DOO�GD\�WR�¿QG�WKH�
blacktail buck bedded on the 
side of a hill rising from Alaska’s 
Kodiak Island. I was lying prone 

on an adjacent hill, a light wind quarter-
ing from right to left. The range was 
����\DUGV��DQG�P\�ULÀH�ZDV�VWHDG\�ZKHQ�
I squeezed off the shot. The buck took 
one bound from its bed and rolled down 
the hill until it stopped on the edge of 
an alder patch. It never moved again. 
Thus was my introduction to Remington’s 
Premier Long Range load, a performance 
that didn’t really surprise me given the 
top-end components the company has 
put in its new line of big-game ammo.

Bullets built for long-range hunting 
have to possess three primary features. 
First, of course, they must be accurate. 
Second, they should have a high ballistic 
FRHI¿FLHQW�WR�PLQLPL]H�EXOOHW�GURS�DQG�
wind drift. Third, they have to expand 
at the lower impact velocities that come 
with long shots.
The latter two requirements work 

against one another. Heavy-for-caliber 

bullets typically have better ballistic 
FRHI¿FLHQWV�WKDQ�WKHLU�OLJKWHU�FRXQWHU-
parts, contributing to a longer, more 
streamlined form. However, heavier 
bullets have lower muzzle velocities 
and therefore lower impact velocities at 
long ranges. Remington balances these 
two factors by loading the Speer Impact 
bullet in the Premier Long Range line.
The Speer Impact bullet has a pat-

ented, polymer Slipstream Tip, designed 
by engineers at sister company Federal, 
that helps initiate expansion at lower 
velocities. The tip is hollow yet has a 
solid meplat, or front end. While the 
solid meplat improves aerodynamics and 
GHFUHDVHV�GUDJ�GXULQJ�ÀLJKW��LW�EUHDNV�RII�
at impact to expose the hollow channel 
in the tip. This allows media to enter 
the tip, initiating expansion. Federal 
says the tip design extends the range 
at which the bullet reliably expands by 
a few hundred yards.
The Slipstream Tip also increases 

EDOOLVWLF� FRHI¿FLHQW�� DQG� LW� LV�PDGH�
of a material that resists the high 

temperatures that act on a bullet due to 
GUDJ�ZKLOH�LQ�ÀLJKW��7KHVH�WHPSHUDWXUHV�
can cause some polymer tips to deform 
LQ�ÀLJKW��GHFUHDVLQJ�EDOOLVWLF�FRHI¿FLHQW�
DQG�OHDGLQJ�WR�HUUDWLF�EXOOHW�ÀLJKW��7KH�
Slipstream material doesn’t start to 
soften until it reaches a temperature 
of 434 degrees Fahrenheit, ensuring 
consistent performance downrange. 
Other features that improve 
aerodynamics include a boat-tail base 
and rear-adjusted center of gravity that 
DVVLVWV�LQ�EXOOHW�ÀLJKW�
While the Speer Impact bullets 

Remington loads in Premier Long 
Range are heavy for caliber—175 
grains in the 7 mm Rem. Mag., 172 
grains in the .308 Win. and 190 grains 
in the .300 Win. Mag., for example—
the Slipstream Tip promotes expansion 
at the lower velocities that come with 
such heavyweights. In fact, Remington 
engineers have tested the loads to 1,000 
yards and recorded reliable expansion.

Another noteworthy feature of the 
Speer Impact bullet is its bonded core. 

The Speer Impact bullet is 
designed for reliable expansion 
at extended ranges. These 
upsets were recovered from gel 
shot at, from left to right, 300, 
500, 744 and 1,000 yards.
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GEAR: FIELD TEST

LONG RANGE

Designed for extended shots on game,  
this load performs across all distances.

By Adam Heggenstaller



The bullet’s jacket is chemically fused 
to the lead core to prevent separation on 
impact and ensure high retained weight. 
This allows engineers to “program” the 
bullet to expand at low impact veloci-
ties but not break apart at high ones. 
It’s another balancing act that makes 
Premier Long Range an excellent big-
game load at all ranges. For example, 
should a hunter stalk to within 75 yards 
of a buck, he can rest assured the Speer 
Impact bullet will retain enough weight 
to ensure adequate penetration even on 
quartering shots at hard angles. If he 
must take a shot at an extended range, 
VD\�����\DUGV��KH�FDQ�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�
the Slipstream Tip in the bullet will 
cause adequate expansion to create a 
devastating wound channel. 
I used the Remington Premier 

Long Range .308 Win. load to take 
two blacktail bucks and a caribou on 
Kodiak Island. None required more 
than one shot, and none went more 
than 100 yards from the spot of impact. 
While the farthest shot was the one on 
the bedded buck I described earlier, I 

would not hesitate to use this load at 
my maximum effective range. In the 
6DYDJH�����8OWUDOLWH�ULÀH�,�WRRN�RQ�WKH�
hunt, the Premier Long Range ammo 
was a solid sub-MOA performer out 
to 300 yards, the farthest distance at 
which I tested the load.
Remington offers Premier Long 

Range in 10 loads, from 140-grain 
6.5 Creedmoor (MSRP: $70.99 for 20 
rounds) to 215-grain .300 PRC (MSRP: 
$82.99). While “long range” is in its 
name, Remington Premier Long Range 
works at all ranges. It’s a versatile load 
that will serve deer hunters in the East 
just as well as elk hunters in the West. 

The Speer Impact’s jacket is chemically fused to 
the lead core to prevent separation on impact, 
while the Slipstream tip promotes expansion.

 These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product  is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.$3 COUPON redeemable at all Drug, Grocery and Health Food stores Nationwide
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W hen school let out for summer, 
Shane’s cousin Kurt invited 
him to his family’s dairy farm 
in New York, with the 

SURPLVH�RI�ORWV�RI�JRRG�¿VKLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�
daily chores were done. Shane quickly 
talked his parents into letting him go, 
and a couple weeks later he was in Kurt’s 
room, organizing his gear in preparation 
for an afternoon on the water. 

“I brought Rat-L-Traps, buzzbaits, 
deep-diving cranks and a whole slew 
of plastic worms,” said Shane.

“I’d probably leave the buzzbaits and 
those anaconda-sized worms at home,” 
Kurt suggested, chuckling a little as he 
looked over Shane’s tackle. “Do you 
have any eighth-ounce white jigs or 
Rooster Tails?”

“I don’t have anything that small,” 
said Shane. “I just can’t imagine a bass—
even a Northern bass—not devouring 
a 10-inch purple PowerWorm when I 
stitch it across his noggin.”

“You might be watching too many 
)ORULGD�¿VKLQJ�VKRZV��FX]�´�MRNHG�.XUW��
“Up here the water is colder, the bass are 
PRUH�¿QLFN\��DQG�ZH�FDWFK�WKHP�XVLQJ�
¿QHVVH��%XW�GRQ¶W�ZRUU\��,�KDYH�SOHQW\�
of jigs for you.”

“Doubt I’ll need ’em,” uttered Shane, 
“but thanks for offering.” 

About that time Kurt noticed the rest 
of Shane’s gear propped in the corner. 

“Those look like reels you’d use for 
sharks off the coast of New Jersey,” said 
Kurt. “What’s that, thirty-pound test?”

³7ZHQW\�¿YH�´�UHSOLHG�6KDQH�
“You’re going to have a hard time 

just throwing a Rooster Tail,” said Kurt. 
“Did you bring any spinning gear or just 
those baitcasters?”

³%DLWFDVWHUV�´�DQVZHUHG�6KDQH��³,�
thought you said we would mainly be 
¿VKLQJ�IRU�ODUJHPRXWKV�´

“Yeah, I did,” said Kurt, “but I don’t 
think it’s that much fun to just ski a bass in 
ZLWKRXW�D�¿JKW��<RX�6RXWKHUQ�ER\V�GRQ¶W�
give ’em much of a chance, do you?”

“Whatever,” said Shane, laughing. 

³,¶OO�¿VK�P\�ZD\��\RX�¿VK�\RXUV��DQG�
we’ll see who catches more tomorrow.”

After the next morning’s farm chores 
IROORZHG�E\�DQ�DIWHUQRRQ�RI�¿VKLQJ��WKH�
boys were exhausted. They had boated 10 
¿VK��.XUW�FDXJKW�VHYHQ��6KDQH�WKUHH��.XUW�
also caught the biggest, a 3-pounder, but 
Shane had one on that almost certainly 
ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�¿VK�RI�WKH�GD\�KDG�
he landed it. Mainly, the boys had a blast 
¿VKLQJ�WRJHWKHU��DQG�WKHLU�LQIRUPDO�FRQWHVW�
continued for another week.
When Shane got back home after his 

WULS��KLV�IDWKHU�DVNHG�KLP�KRZ�WKH�¿VKLQJ�
had been at Kurt’s. So Shane told him 
the full story.

“Sure, Kurt had more bites—and I’ll 
HYHQ�DGPLW�KH�FDXJKW�PRUH�¿VK�´�VDLG�
6KDQH��³%XW�KRQHVWO\��'DG��,�XVH�ELJ�
WDFNOH�EHFDXVH�,�OLNH�WR�FDWFK�ELJ�¿VK��
I don’t really care about catching lots 
of little dinks.”
Shane’s father laughed. “Seems the 

acorns didn’t fall too far from the trees, 
son. About 20 years ago I invited Kurt’s 
IDWKHU��\RXU�XQFOH�*DU\��KHUH�WR�¿VK��DQG�

we went ’round and ’round about tackle 
and techniques. I told him he needed 
big baits and heavy line, but he stuck 
to his ultralight stuff, saying it served 
KLP�¿QH�XS�WKHUH�MXVW�DV�LW�ZRXOG�GRZQ�
KHUH��,�RXW�¿VKHG�KLP�WZR�WR�RQH�ZKLOH�
he was here.”

“So who’s right, Dad?”
“Simple, son. You’re both wrong. The 

ZRUOG¶V�EHVW�¿VKHUPHQ�DUH�SUR¿FLHQW�ZLWK�
DOO�WRROV�WKDW�FDWFK�¿VK�ZKHUH�WKH�¿VK live. 
To be close-minded about a technique 
just because it’s not what you’re used 
to at home is, well, foolish.”

“So do you have a spinning reel?” 
“I sure do. Uncle Gary gave me one 

when he left.” 
“I’ve never seen it,” said Shane.
“It’s in the rafters above the garage, 

because I never use it.”
“Why not?”
³%HFDXVH�,¶P�D�IRRO�IRU�SLWFKLQJ�D�

1-ounce jig ’n’ pig into heavy cover and 
ripping a bucketmouth clear out of the 
water, stump and all,” said Shane’s father. 
³1RZ�WKDW¶V�ZKDW�,�FDOO�EDVV�¿VKLQJ�´�
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Fool’s Tools
Nothing catches the most fish everywhere all the time.

RITES
BY JEFF JOHNSTON





T H E  N E W  F 1 5 0  &  F 2 0 0

PERFECT

JUST GOT
PERFECTED.

N O W  W I T H

I N T E G R A T E D  S T E E R I N G

Just when you thought two of the most  

reliable outboards of all time couldn’t get  

any better. They did. The new I-4 F150 and  

F200 are now available with features and 

options you’d only expect from larger 

outboards—like Integrated Steering,  

TotalTilt® and Helm Master® EX  

compatibility. The Yamaha I-4 F150 and  

F200—sheer perfection at every turn.

Learn more at

YamahaOutboards.com/InLineFour


