


®

GOES IN SMOOTH.

COMES OUT 

DEADLY.

FOUR 5-COUNT SPEED LOADERS PER PACKAGE.

50 CAL

290 gr. FTX®
Item No. 67713

800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

WHEN YOU HAVE ONE SHOT THIS MUZZLELOADER SEASON, MAKE IT COUNT!

A C C U R A T E.  D E A D L Y.  D E P E N D A B L E.® 

Fast and easy to load, the Bore Driver® 

FTX® delivers the ultimate in muzzleloader 

performance. At the heart of the system is a 

polymer base that seals the bore to deliver 

maximum energy transfer and accuracy.

■ LOADS FAST AND EASY

■ EXTREME ACCURACY

■ TOUGH COPPER ALLOY JACKET

■ PATENTED FLEXTIP® BULLET 

WITH INTERLOCK® RING

■ PERFORMANCE-BOOSTING BASE

■ MAXIMUM LETHALITY



TO
M

 M
A

R
TI

N
EA

U
/W

IL
D

FR
O

N
T 

IM
A

G
ES

 (
TO

P
);

 J
O

H
N

 P
EN

N
O

Y
ER

 (
B

O
TT

O
M

 L
EF

T)
; 

JE
FF

 K
N

A
P

P
 (

B
O

TT
O

M
 R

IG
H

T)

6054

48

Contents
Dec./Jan. 2023

FIELD SKILLS

40  STAY OUT LONGER
Tips for keeping warm during 
winter’s coldest days.
By Bruce Ingram

DESTINATIONS

64  BIG-WOODS BUCKS
Pound the ground in Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom, where 
unpressured deer grow old. 
By Al Raychard

38  AROUND THE EAST
Ring in the holidays with hares, 
quail, trout and more.
By Matt Crawford

HOW-TO

42  GROUSE AT THE BUZZER
:KHUH�DQG�KRZ�WR�¿QG�UXIIV�LQ 
the waning days of the season.
By Al Raychard

54  WINTER WHITETAILS
Still got a deer tag? Fill it by 
focusing on a whitetail’s favorite 
natural foods.
By Zack Vucurevich

48  GET A JUMP ON DUCKS
Rely on jump-shooting strategies 
for out-of-the-way duck waters.
By Scott Linden

60  OPEN-WATER OPPS
When targeting freshwater species 
before ice-up, focus your efforts on 
woody cover.
By Jeff Knapp

REGIONAL EDITOR: John Taranto, John.Taranto@OutdoorSG.com | COVER IMAGE: Matt Hansen Photography |  @GAMEANDFISHMAG |  FACEBOOK.COM/GAMEANDFISH

E
A

S
T

The Regional Outdoor Guide

GAME & FISH EAST (Volume 42, Issue 10; ISSN-2687-766X) is published monthly with bi-monthly issues in June/July and December/January by Outdoor Sportsman Group®, 1040 6th Ave., 17th Floor, New York, NY 10018. Periodicals 

postage paid at New York, NY, and additional mailing offices. Canadian Publications Mail Sales Agreement No. 41405030. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 500 Rt. 46 East, Clifton, NJ 07011. Yearly subscriptions: $29.94 

for one year ($42.94 Canadian; Foreign $44.94). POSTMASTER: Send address changes (form 3579) to GAME & FISH EAST, CDS, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539. Copyright© 2022 Outdoor Sportsman Group®.



M
A

R
K

 S
ID

EL
IN

G
ER

 (
TO

P
);

 R
IC

H
A

R
D

 M
A

N
N

 (
M

ID
D

LE
 L

EF
T)

; 
S

H
U

TT
ER

S
TO

C
K

 (
M

ID
D

LE
 R

IG
H

T)
; 

LA
R

R
Y

 L
A

R
S

EN
 (

B
O

TT
O

M
 L

EF
T)

; 
M

A
R

K
 W

EB
B

/M
U

R
R

AY
 R

O
A

D
 (

B
O

TT
O

M
 R

IG
H

T)

Contents

1810

68 74

26
FEATURES

26  SNOW DAYS
Stuttgart, Ark., may be best known 
for mallards in green timber, but a 
snow goose hunt proves the action 
isn’t over when duck season closes. 
By Alan Clemons 

68  MOUNTAIN MAJESTY
It’s never too early to start planning 
D�¿VKLQJ�WULS��DQG�WKH�WURXW�ULYHUV�LQ�
North Carolina’s Pisgah National 
Forest beckon. 
By Larry Larsen

GEAR

74  RANGE REPORT
Savage manages to shave weight 
from its Model 110 without 
VDFUL¿FLQJ�DFFXUDF\�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�
Ultralite version. 
By Adam Heggenstaller

78  BUYERS GUIDE
Stay on the hunt by staying warm. 
Here are seven items that will keep 
you in the woods when the 
temperature drops.
By Game & Fish Staff

IN EVERY ISSUE

04  EDITOR’S LETTER

08  MOON TIMES

80  RITES

DEPARTMENTS

10  SHOOTING
%HIRUH�EX\LQJ�D�ULÀHVFRSH��NHHS�
¿YH�RIWHQ�RYHUORRNHG��EXW�NH\��
features in mind. 
By Richard Mann

18  VEHICLES
In the market for a used boat? 
Heed this advice when considering 
choices to avoid a costly mistake. 
By Shane Beilue

14  BOWHUNTING
The truth about hunting whitetails 
during the late season involves 
more than locating food sources.  
By Tony Hansen 

22  CONSERVATION
Our primary source of wildlife 
conservation funding may not be 
as sacred as we think. 
By Andrew McKean

Dec./Jan. 2023





O
U

TD
O

O
R

 C
H

A
N

N
EL

PUBLISHER
Michael F. X. Cassidy

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 

Adam Heggenstaller 
Adam.Heggenstaller@outdoorsg.com

EDITOR 

John Taranto 
John.Taranto@outdoorsg.com

REGIONAL EDITORS 

Dr. Todd A. Kuhn
Chuck Smock 
Drew Warden

ONLINE CONTENT EDITOR 

Scott Bernarde 

ART DIRECTOR 

Brian Judge

ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR

Andrew Tuchscherer  

PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION MANAGER 

Melissa Williams 
Melissa.Williams@outdoorsg.com 

ADVERTISING

NATIONAL ENDEMIC AD SALES 
Jim McConville | (440) 791-7017 
James.McConville@outdoorsg.com

WESTERN REGION 
Hutch Looney 

Hutch@HLooney.com

MARINE/FISHING ADVERTISING  
Michael Cassidy | (407) 625-0992 

Michael.Cassidy@outdoorsg.com

MIDWESTERN REGION

Mark Thiffault | (720) 630-9863 
Mark.Thiffault@outdoorsg.com

NATIONAL AD SALES

ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 

DETROIT OFFICE

Kevin Donley | (248) 798-4458 
Kevin.Donley@outdoorsg.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
CHICAGO OFFICE  

Carl Benson | (312) 955-0496 
Carl.Benson@outdoorsg.com

DIRECT RESPONSE AD/ 
NON-ENDEMIC

Anthony Smyth | (914) 409-4202 
anthony@smythps.com

he holidays bring memorable meals with friends and family: perhaps an 
elk or deer roast, a few geese or pheasants, or a ham if you still haven’t 
¿OOHG�D�WDJ��%XW�FDQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�JDWKHULQJ�DURXQG�D�WDEOH�ZLWK�D�GHOL-
FLRXV�LJXDQD�RQ�WKH�VHUYLQJ�SODWH"�+RZ�DERXW�D�SLOH�RI�S\WKRQ"�%HIRUH�

\RX�GLVPLVV�WKLV�IDUH�DV�LQHGLEOH�DW�EHVW��FRQVLGHU�FXOLQDU\�DUWV�H[SORUHU�<LD�9DQJ�
9DQJ�LV�D�-DPHV�%HDUG�$ZDUG�QRPLQHH��PDVWHU�FKHI�DQG�KRVW�RI�2XWGRRU�&KDQQHO¶V�

QHZ�RULJLQDO�VHULHV�³)HUDO�´�+H¶V�DOVR�DQ�DYLG�DQJOHU��KXQWHU�DQG�WUDYHOHU��DQG�KLV�
WUDLQLQJ�DQG�SDVVLRQV�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�VHULHV�DV�KH�WDUJHWV�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�DQG�
WKHQ�SXWV�WKHP�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��(DFK����PLQXWH�HSLVRGH�IHDWXUHV�9DQJ�DUULYLQJ�LQ�D�
QHZ�ORFDWLRQ��LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQ�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�DQG�FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�D�SODQ�IRU�FDWFK-
LQJ�RU�EDJJLQJ�LW�DQG�WKHQ�FRRNLQJ�LW��/RFDO�H[SHUWV�VRPHWLPHV�JXLGH�KLP�RQ�KLV�
TXHVWV²DQG�KHOS�KLP�WKURXJK�VRPH�PLVWDNHV²DV�KH�VWULYHV�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�DPD]LQJ�
DQG�XQXVXDO�PHDO�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�HYHU\�HSLVRGH��7KH�PHQX�LQFOXGHV�LJXDQD��OLRQ¿VK��
%XUPHVH�S\WKRQ��FDUS�DQG��RI�FRXUVH��IHUDO�KRJV�

%RUQ�LQ�D�7KDL�UHIXJHH�FDPS��ZKHUH�KH�OLYHG�XQWLO�KLV�IDPLO\�UHVHWWOHG�LQ�FHQWUDO�
:LVFRQVLQ��9DQJ�VWDUWHG�KLV�FDUHHU�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�GLVKZDVKHU��+H�NQRZV�KLV�ZD\�
DURXQG�D�NLWFKHQ�DQG�D�UHVWDXUDQW��KDV�FRPSHWHG�RQ�³,URQ�&KHI´�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�QDPHG�
%HVW�&KHI�LQ�WKH�7ZLQ�&LWLHV��0LQQHDSROLV�6W��3DXO��PXOWLSOH�WLPHV��9DQJ¶V�JRDO�LV�
WR�FKDQJH�KRZ�SHRSOH�WKLQN�DERXW�IRRG�E\�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�LQÀXHQFHV�LQ�HDFK�ELWH��
,I�KH�FDQ�PDNH�S\WKRQ�SDODWDEOH��,¶G�VD\�KH¶V�ZHOO�RQ�KLV�ZD\�

³)HUDO´�ZLOO�DLU�RQ�2XWGRRU�&KDQQHO�RQ�0RQGD\�QLJKWV�GXULQJ�WKH�³7DVWH�RI�WKH�
:LOG´�SURJUDPPLQJ�EORFN�DW���S�P��(DVWHUQ�EHJLQQLQJ�1RY������,I�\RX�FDQ¶W�VHUYH�
XS�LJXDQD�IRU�\RXU�FURZG��DW�OHDVW�\RX�FDQ�JHW�VRPH�WLSV�RQ�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�GR�LW�

Adam Heggenstaller
Editorial Director

T
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EDITOR’S LETTER

Dinner Plans

Yia Vang is the host of  
Outdoor Channel’s “Feral.”



                 
GUNS BUILT FOR HARDCORE WATERFOWLING. 
Built for surmounting harsh, wet conditions, our 940 Pro shotguns feature corrosion- 

resistant internal parts, a self-draining stock with an adjustable length-of-pull, and  

a Cerakote® protective finish on both the receivers and chrome-lined barrels. With a   

gas system that can go up to 1500 rounds between cleanings, these shotguns will 

perform smoothly and reliably, season after season.  

Mossberg — Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more  
than a century.  

LEARN MORE AT 

MOSSBERG.COM 

STAND UP        
TO THE   

ELEMENTS.

MOSSBERG | 940® PRO WATERFOWL

©2022 O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc.

                                                                                                       SAFETY TIP 

Store firearms securely, inaccessible to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state, and local: laws,  
regulations, requirements, and/or restrictions, including but not limited to those 

regarding the purchase, ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm.



AWESOME ANTELOPE

Read how a hunter took a uniquely 
racked pronghorn “of 100 lifetimes” in 
“The Hunt for Chopper: A Crazy-Wide 
Trophy Pronghorn” by Josh Honeycutt.

BIG-BUCK ROLL CALL

We highlight huge whitetails bagged 
this season all over the country in our 
“Big Bucks” report (under the “Special 
Collections” menu on our homepage).

TREAT THE MEAT

7KH�VWHSV�WDNHQ�IURP�¿HOG�WR�SODWH�DUH�
critical for delicious venison. Start by 
studying “Best-Tasting Venison: Tips 
for Proper Handling, Storage and Prep.”

HARD-WATER HOW-TO

,W�ZRQ¶W�EH�ORQJ�WLOO�ZLQWHU¶V�¿VKLQJ�
frenzy arrives. Find tips, gear, destina-
tions and more to get prepared on our  
“Ice Fishing” pages.

SHOW TIME

:LWK�-DQXDU\�FRPHV�D�¿UVW�ORRN�DW�QHZ�
hunting gear unveiled at the ATA and 
SHOT shows. We’ll bring you coverage 
straight from manufacturers’ booths.

BASS CLASS

“Beyond the Bait,” our popular bass-
¿VKLQJ�YLGHR�VHULHV��KDV�JURZQ�WR����
episodes. Catch up on all of them now 
to up catch rates in the spring.
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For questions regarding digital editions, 
please contact digitalsupport@outdoorsg.com.

SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES: For address changes, 
subscriptions or questions, e-mail GNFcustserv@ 
cdsfulfillment.com, call (877) 416-2649 or write 
Game & Fish, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539. BE 

AWARE THAT GAME & FISH ONLY ACCEPTS SUBSCRIPTION 

REQUESTS FROM AUTHORIZED AGENTS!  WE MAY NOT 

HONOR REQUESTS FROM UNAUTHORIZED AGENTS, AND YOU 

THEREFORE MAY LOSE YOUR MONEY IF YOU BUY FROM AN 

UNAUTHORIZED AGENT. If you are offered a subscription 
to Game & Fish, please call (877) 416-2649 to determine 
if the agent is authorized. For more information on 
subscription scams, please visit www.ftc.gov.  

Occasionally, our subscriber list is made available to 
reputable firms offering goods and services that we 
believe would be of interest to our readers. If you prefer 
to be excluded, please send your current address 
label and a note requesting to be excluded from these 
promotions to: Outdoor Sportsman Group®, 1040 6th 
Ave., 17th Floor, New York, NY 10018, Attn: Privacy 
Coordinator, or email your label information and note 
to privacy@outdoorsg.com.

REPRINTS: Reprints/Eprints or Licensing/Permissions, 
contact Wright’s Media at (877) 652-5295. 
CONTRIBUTIONS: Contact Drew Warden at Drew.
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Publisher assumes no responsibility for loss or damage 
to unsolicited material.
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PRINTED IN THE U.S.A.

Copyright 2022 by Outdoor Sportsman Group®. All Rights 
Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced 
without written permission from the Publisher. 

GAME&FISH® is a registered trademark of Outdoor  
Sportsman Group® in the United States.

The Publisher and authors make no representations or 
warranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, and 
timeliness of the information contained in this publication. 
Any reliance or use of the information is solely at your 
own risk, and the authors and Publisher disclaim any and 
all liability relating thereto. Any prices given in this issue 
were suggested prices at the press time and are subject 
to change. Some advertisements in this magazine may 
concern products that are not legally for sale to California 
residents or residents in other jurisdictions. C
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MEDIA

outdoorsg.com

TELEVISION

outdoorchannel.com

thesportsmanchannel.com

worldfishingnetwork.com 

HUNTING

bowhunter.com

bowhuntingmag.com

gameandfishmag.com 

gundogmag.com 

northamericanwhitetail.com

petersenshunting.com 

wildfowlmag.com

FISHING

bassfan.com

floridasportsman.com 

flyfisherman.com 

gameandfishmag.com 

in-fisherman.com 

SHOOTING

firearmsnews.com

gunsandammo.com

handguns.com

rifleshootermag.com

shootingtimes.com
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trending now at 

Game & Fish Online
get tips, see gear and celebrate the lifestyle at gafmag.com



Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. In the state 
of CA, program provided through Boat Association Insurance Services, license #0H87086. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Customer satisfaction based on an independent study 
conducted by Alan Newman Research, 2020. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2022 GEICO 21_782312631

GEICO.COM  •  1-800-947-2886  •  LOCAL OFFICE

GREAT LOW RATES  |  MULTI-VEHICLE DISCOUNT  |  SPECIALIZED AGENTS



MOON TIMES
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full and Last Quarter 
(Last Q). Times listed represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.

BEST 
DAYS

GOOD
DAYS

FAIR 
DAYS

For your own 2022 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock (covers through January 2023) go to moontimes.com or send $9.95 each, 
plus $3.75 shipping/handling per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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AutomotiveTouchup.com

888-710-5192

Each order is individually mixed 

from the highest quality paints by 

our precision color match system. 

It exactly matches your factor y 

color from our library of more than 

300,000 OEM colors. Combine that 

accuracy with our industry leading 

primers and clear coat and you have 

the easiest to use, most professional 

looking touchup paint on the market.
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STOP INVASIVE SPECIES

1 2 3

Clean all plants, mud  

and debris from trucks,  

trailers, gear and pets.

Dry boots/waders  

and all equipment for  

at least 5 days.

Drain all water  

from boats and  

recreational vehicles.

Learn to identify invasive species in 

your area. Report findings to a local 

fish and wildlife agency!

www.cleandraindry.org

TM

www.wildlifeforever.orgwww.blm.gov

always remember to follow the 

Clean Drain Dry steps to prevent  

the spread of invasive species.



N
ot all that long ago, when a 
KXQWHU�ZDV�FRQVLGHULQJ�D�QHZ�
ULÀHVFRSH��PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�
the only real concern. However, 

WKH�ULÀHVFRSH�KDV�VLQFH�HYROYHG��,W¶V�QR�
ORQJHU�MXVW�D�PDJQLI\LQJ�WXEH�ZLWK�DQ�
³;´�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU��0RGHUQ�VFRSHV�DUH�
PDUYHORXV�RSWLFDO�VLJKWLQJ�GHYLFHV��1RZ�
WKLQJV�OLNH�REMHFWLYH�OHQV�GLDPHWHU��H[-
SRVHG�WDUJHW�WXUUHWV��FOLFN�DGMXVWPHQW�
YDOXH��]HUR�VWRSV�� LOOXPLQDWHG�UHWLFOHV�
DQG�WUDMHFWRU\��DQG�ZLQG�FRPSHQVDWLQJ�
UHWLFOHV�DUH�DOO�SRSXODU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�
ZKHQ�VHOHFWLQJ�D�ULÀHVFRSH��6RPH�PRG-
HUQ�RSWLRQV�HYHQ�KDYH�DQ�LQWHJUDWHG�
UDQJH¿QGHU�RU�DQ�LQWHUIDFH�ZLWK�D�VHSD-
UDWH�UDQJH¿QGHU��DQG�WKHQ�SURYLGH�\RX�
with a shooting solution.

All these things matter when choosing 
D�ULÀHVFRSH��+RZHYHU��LQ�WU\LQJ�WR�SLFN�
WKH�QHZHVW��EHVW��EULJKWHVW�DQG�VPDUWHVW�

VFRSH��VRPH�RWKHU�NH\�IHDWXUHV�RIWHQ�
JHW�RYHUORRNHG��%HORZ�DUH�¿YH�WKLQJV�
\RX�VKRXOG�QRW�LJQRUH�ZKHQ�HYDOXDWLQJ�
ULÀHVFRSHV��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�\RXU�ULÀH�DQG�
ZKDW�DQG�KRZ�\RX�KXQW��VRPH�FKDUDFWHU-
LVWLFV�PD\�EH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�
RWKHUV��-XVW�HQVXUH�\RX�GRQ¶W�GLVFRXQW�
DQ\�RI�WKHP�HQWLUHO\�

MOUNTING SPACE

,�EHOLHYH�WKLV� LV� WKH�PRVW�RYHUORRNHG�
ULÀHVFRSH�IHDWXUH��%\�PRXQWLQJ�VSDFH��
,�PHDQ�WKH�DYDLODEOH�VSDFH�RQ�D�VFRSH¶V�
WXEH�ZKHUH�ULQJV�FDQ�EH�SODFHG��,W¶V�WKH�
XQREVWUXFWHG�VSDFH�EHKLQG�DQG�LQ�IURQW�
RI�WKH�VDGGOH�DW�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH¶V�FHQWHU�
ZKHUH�WKH�DGMXVWPHQW�WXUUHWV�DUH�ORFDWHG��
7KLV�VSDFH�GHWHUPLQHV�KRZ�IDU�\RX�FDQ�
PRYH�WKH�VFRSH�LQ�WKH�ULQJV��LW¶V�KRZ�\RX�
DGMXVW�H\H�UHOLHI��DQG�H\H�UHOLHI�LV�D�NH\�
SDUW�RI�XVHU�LQWHUIDFH�ZLWK�ULÀHVFRSHV�

,�UHFHQWO\�WHVWHG�D�EXQFK�RI�QHZ�ULÀH-
VFRSHV��DQG�WKH�DYDLODEOH�PRXQWLQJ�VSDFH�
UDQJHG�IURP�DV�OLWWOH�DV���LQFKHV�WR�DV�
PXFK�DV�������LQFKHV��)RU�EROW�DFWLRQ�
ULÀHV�FKDPEHUHG�IRU�FDUWULGJHV�OLNH�WKH�
�����:LQFKHVWHU��\RX�QHHG�DW�OHDVW���
����LQFKHV�RI�PRXQWLQJ�VSDFH��DQG�IRU�
ORQJ�DFWLRQ�FDUWULGJHV�OLNH�WKH���������
\RX�QHHG�DERXW���LQFKHV��7KRVH�PHDVXUH-
PHQWV�DUH�MXVW�WR�PRXQW�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH��
WR� DGMXVW� IRU� H\H� UHOLHI�� \RX¶OO� QHHG�
PRUH�PRXQWLQJ�VSDFH��,I�\RXU�ULÀH�KDV�
D�UDLO�W\SH�VFRSH�EDVH��PRXQWLQJ�VSDFH�
LV�XVXDOO\�QRW�DQ�LVVXH��EXW�IRU�QRQ�UDLOHG�
ULÀHV��LW�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

OCULAR HOUSING SIZE

7KH�RFXODU�KRXVLQJ��RU�H\HSLHFH��LV�WKH�
UHDU�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH�WKDW�FRQWDLQV�
WKH�RFXODU�OHQV��,W¶V�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VFRSH�
you look through. Large ocular lenses are 
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SHOOTING

Several less obvious and often overlooked riflescope features can 

make a big difference in your hunting success.
By Richard Mann
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nice because, to some extent, they are 
like a big-screen television. However, 
ZLWK�EROW�DFWLRQ�ULÀHV��WKH�EROW�KDQGOH�
must clear the ocular housing when the 
EROW�LV�F\FOHG��DQG�ODUJHU�RFXODU�KRXVLQJV�
UHTXLUH�KLJKHU�ULQJV�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKLV��
+LJKHU�ULQJV�FDQ�PDNH�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�ORRN�
WKURXJK�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�
D�JRRG�FKHHN�ZHOG�RQ�WKH�VWRFN�

$W�RQO\������LQFKHV��/HXSROG¶V�9;�
�+'�ULÀHVFRSHV�KDYH�DERXW�WKH�VPDOO-
est ocular housings available. In com-
SDULVRQ��WKH�H\HSLHFH�GLDPHWHU�RI�PDQ\�
PRGHUQ�ULÀHVFRSHV�LV�DERXW�������LQFKHV��

%XW�H\HSLHFH�GLDPHWHU�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�
FRQFHUQ��0DQ\�ULÀHVFRSHV�KDYH�HYHQ�
ODUJHU�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�DGMXVWPHQW�ULQJV��
DQG�WKH�EROW�PXVW�FOHDU�WKDW�DV�ZHOO��6RPH��
ZLWK�D�UDLVHG�SRZHU�VHWWLQJ�EXPS�RU�LQGL-
FDWRU��FDQ�H[FHHG���LQFKHV��7KLV�PHDQV�WKH�
ULÀHVFRSH�PXVW�EH�PRXQWHG�HYHQ�KLJKHU�

The proper amount of eye relief is 
key when using a scope. The main 
tube must have enough mounting 
space to adjust accordingly.

Join SCI as we stand strong to protect your 

hunting freedom. Register today for the 

2023 Convention in Nashville!

No matter what game you hunt or where you 

pursue it, SCI protects the rights of hunters in North 

America and around the world. Whether your dream 

adventure is to hunt Midwest whitetails, go on an 

African safari or chase upland birds and waterfowl, 

the SCI Convention has it and so much more!

REGISTER TODAY AT
SAFARICLUB.ORG
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IRU�EROW�FOHDUDQFH��$OVR��PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�
throw levers are becoming very popular, 
and quite often they, too, interfere with 
bolt operation, especially when set at 
PD[LPXP�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�

RETICLE INSTRUCTIONS

$� ULÀHVFRSH� IHDWXUH� WKDW� KDV� UHDOO\�
evolved is the reticle. Many of today’s 
reticle styles offer additional aiming 
points to compensate for trajectory and 
wind. To use these reticles properly, you 
must know what the spaces between 
these aiming points subtend to. For 
MOA- or mil-based reticles, this will 
be in MOA or mil increments. For some 
ballistic-style reticles, these subtensions 
are proprietary to the reticle design.
0RVW�ULÀHVFRSH�PDQXIDFWXUHV�GH-

tail their reticles online, giving all the 
necessary information. But some, like 
Vortex and Meopta, provide detailed 
reticle instructions in the box with the 
ULÀHVFRSH��+RZHYHU��,¶YH�DOVR�VHHQ�ULÀH-
scopes where the reticle information 
PXVW�EH�FODVVL¿HG�EHFDXVH�\RX�VLPSO\�
FDQQRW�¿QG�WKH�GDWD�DQ\ZKHUH��,I�\RX�
must, you can work this out on a target 
with grids at 100 yards, but data from the 
manufacturer is most appreciated. Look 
for information on the reticle before you 
spend your money.

WEIGHT

Because of long-range shooting’s popu-
ODULW\��ODUJH�DQG�KHDY\�ULÀHVFRSHV�DUH�
trendy right now. For that shooting dis-
FLSOLQH��ZHLJKW�LVQ¶W�FULWLFDO��+RZHYHU��
for hunters it can be. 

The new Zeiss LRP S5 3-18x50 is a 
VSHFWDFXODU�ORQJ�UDQJH�ULÀHVFRSH��EXW�
it weighs 2 pounds. Add it to Nosler’s 
H[FHOOHQW�0RGHO����ULÀH��DQG�\RX¶UH�QRZ�
carrying around 9 pounds. For those who 
hunt out of shoot houses, that’s not a big 
GHDO��,I�\RX¶UH�FOLPELQJ�PRXQWDLQV�RU�
walking prairies, it matters.

%\�FRPSDULVRQ��/HXSROG¶V�9;��+'�
������[���ULÀHVFRSH�ZHLJKV�OHVV�WKDQ�
D�SRXQG��$QG��ZLWK� LWV�&XVWRP�'LDO�
6\VWHP��&'6��WKDW�FDQ�EH�WXQHG�WR�\RXU�
ammunition, out to 400 yards or so, it’s 
just as effective as the larger and heavier 
Zeiss. The point is, don’t over-scope your 
ULÀH��D�KHDYLHU�ULÀHVFRSH�GRHVQ¶W�PDNH�
you shoot any better. Find the features 
you need for the hunting you like to do, 
DQG�GRQ¶W�RYHUORRN�ULÀHVFRSH�ZHLJKW�LQ�
the process.

PARALLAX

Parallax is a very important but often 
PLVXQGHUVWRRG�DVSHFW�RI�ULÀHVFRSHV��
You can check for excessive parallax 
E\�UHVWLQJ�\RXU�ULÀH��VR�LW�LV�IXOO\�VXS-
ported, and then looking through the 
ULÀHVFRSH�DQG�PRYLQJ�\RXU�KHDG�IURP�
VLGH�WR�VLGH��,I�WKH�UHWLFOH�PRYHV�LQ�UHOD-
tion to the target, parallax is present at 
that distance.

6RPH�ULÀHVFRSHV²HVSHFLDOO\�ORQJ�
UDQJH�ULÀHVFRSHV²KDYH�DGMXVWDEOH�SDU-
allax, and it’s a must for a big-game 
ULÀHVFRSH�LQWHQGHG�IRU�XVH�DW�H[WUHPH�
UDQJHV��5LÀHVFRSHV�ZLWKRXW�DQ�DGMXVW-
able parallax have their parallax set at a 
VSHFL¿F�UDQJH��,Q�PRVW�FDVHV�LW¶V�EHWZHHQ�
100 and 150 yards. This means that out 
to around 400 yards or so there won’t 
be enough parallax to drastically impact 
your shot on a big-game animal. 

3DUDOOD[�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�ULP¿UH�
ULÀHVFRSHV��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�VPDOO�JDPH�
KXQWLQJ��$�ULÀHVFRSH�ZLWK�WKH�SDUDOOD[�
set at 150 yards might show as much as 
1 1/2 inches of parallax at 50 yards. A 
shot that’s 1 1/2 inches off on a big-game 
DQLPDO�XVXDOO\�LVQ¶W�D�ELJ�GHDO��+RZHYHU��
if you’re trying to head-shoot a squirrel, 
your own head will need to be perfectly 
positioned along the center line of the 
ULÀHVFRSH�WR�HOLPLQDWH�WKH�SDUDOOD[�

7KXV��PRVW�ULP¿UH�VFRSHV�KDYH�WKH�
SDUDOOD[�VHW�DW����RU����\DUGV��+RZHYHU��
if that’s the case, you can expect exces-
sive parallax at 100 yards and beyond. 
$V�ZLWK�D�ORQJ�UDQJH�ELJ�JDPH�ULÀH��
D�ULÀHVFRSH�XVHG�RQ�D�ULP¿UH�ULÀH�IRU�
VPDOO�JDPH�KXQWLQJ�FDQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�
an adjustable objective. 
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It’s not just the size of the eyepiece that 
matters; magnification rings can also  

get in the way of proper bolt operation.

Adjustable parallax is handy in 
certain scenarios. If it’s fixed, 
ensure the setting is practical 

for your hunting conditions.



Conquest®�:��6MįIWGSTI
Highly intuitive reticles, the Ballistic Stop™, combined with the External

Locking Windage Turret and legendary ZEISS optics, delivers a superior

W]WXIQ�XLEX�IRWYVIW�ĮVWX�WLSX�EGGYVEG]�Ō�I\EGXP]�[LIVI�]SY�[ERX�MX�

Scan to learn more:

)\GITXMSREPP]�%GGYVEXI�
)\XVIQIP]�4VIGMWI�
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I
f you ask 10 top whitetail hunt-
ing experts for their advice on 
punching a late-season tag, you’ll 
invariably hear “hunt the food” 

from a majority of them. They will 
claim that applies to both getting that 
last doe for the freezer or grounding a 
trophy buck.

Admittedly, it sounds like solid coun-
sel and is often applicable to general, 
late-season hunt scenarios. However, it 
is very limited in real-world applicabil-
ity. In areas where most folks hunt—
places that have been overhunted—it 

doesn’t apply. It’s also limited advice 
that, at best, doesn’t tell the full tale. Or 
at worse, applies only in those special 
circumstances where you’re hunting an 
area that saw limited hunting pressure 
during deer season (especially during 
gun seasons) and has been managed 
so standing agricultural food sources 
are still in the food plot.
Or, you get incredibly lucky, and 

something occurred during the standard 
IDOO�KDUYHVW�VHDVRQ�WKDW�OHIW�WKRVH�¿HOGV�
unpicked. Let’s dive in and separate the 
“half-truths” from the realities.

REALITY 1: 

There are fewer bucks left to 

hunt in the late season.

I live and hunt in southern Michigan, 
which is the most heavily hunted area 
in one of the most heavily hunted states 
in the nation. We can argue later over 
whose state really has the most pres-
sured deer, but we can certainly agree 
that deer that have run the gauntlet of 
D����GD\�JHQHUDO�¿UHDUPV�VHDVRQ��LQ�
which about 500,000 hunters participate) 
followed immediately by another two 
weeks of “special” gun seasons puts a 

Most “experts” are willing to offer their advice 
on how to hunt late-season whitetails. Just be 

careful how much of it you take to heart.
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BOWHUNTING

It’s the late season and your days 

to tag a buck are dwindling. 
Rest assured, there’s hope.
By Tony Hansen



serious hammer to buck populations. 
In short, the odds of you seeing a buck, 
let alone a mature buck, are as slim as 
they have been all year. This is not an 
opinion. This is a fact.
Even in states where hunting pressure 

is more moderate and season timing 
is a bit more favorable to the survival 
of older bucks, this holds true. Late-
season hunters are dealing with fewer 
bucks than existed at any other time 
of the year.

HALF-TRUTH 1:

The “best food source” is 

your best bet for harvesting 

a late-season buck.

In general, I’ve found this to be an ac-
curate statement. The half-truth portion 
comes into play however when you apply 
the words “your best bet.” This is false.
Unless you have access to a property 

with those special food sources that 
have the potential of drawing in a high 
percentage of deer from the area, your 
best bet is not an excellent food source 
when you don’t have access to hunt that 
food source.

This comes into play often when 
hunting big timber areas. There often 
is not an obvious “go-to” food source 
in this situation, aside from the occa-
VLRQDO�DJ�¿HOG�WKDW�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�EH�
within your reach. Instead, many times 
you’re dealing with vast areas of cover 
that have a scattering of available food, 
and none of those food sources are 
concentrated in a manner that makes 
targeting them quite as simple as just 
setting up on the inside corner of a 
VR\EHDQ�¿HOG�
Greenbrier, remnant acorns, locust 

pods ... these are all prime late-season 
food sources that can draw deer in ar-
eas of heavy timber. They’re also food 
sources that are sporadic and require 
that deer develop a true browsing be-
havior rather than a bed-to-feed routine 
where they can gorge on waste grain in 
D�FURS�¿HOG�
Even here in southern Michigan 

where the landscape is classic Midwest 
IDUP�FRXQWU\�DQG�DJ�¿HOGV�DERXQG��WKHUH�
DUH�DEVROXWHO\�GH¿QHG�SRFNHWV�RI�IRRG�
sources that draw deer heavily but are  
simply inaccessible to me because I don’t 
have permission to hunt them. Thus, the 
statement that you simply need to “hunt 
the food” is a half-truth.



REALITY 2: 

Your real best bet at killing a 

late-season buck is the place 

where you can hunt one.

It’s no secret that I’ve spent the ma-
jority of my hunting career chasing 
whitetails on public land. It’s also no 
VHFUHW�WKDW��RYHU�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�\HDUV�RU�
so, the public-land hunting game has 
changed dramatically and not neces-
sarily for the better in terms of mature 
buck opportunities and the ability to 
hunt less-pressured deer.

Public lands are busier than ever. 
However, that activity drops like a stone 
once Thanksgiving hits (aside from states 
where gun seasons happen to take place 
in December). 

This is a real opportunity for tagging 
a late-season buck. I will never have 
access to as much private land as I have 
access to public land.
During the late season, we’re hunt-

ing a time of year when mature buck 
numbers are at their lowest. To hunt one, 
\RX�KDYH�WR�¿QG�RQH��7KH�PRUH�DFUHV�
available for the search, the greater the 
RGGV�RI�¿QGLQJ�RQH�

For me, trail cameras are far and away 
WKH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�DQG�HI¿FLHQW�PDQQHU�
of searching. Yes, I target those cameras 
on food sources but, again, I likely will 
not have access to a mega-plot that’s 
drawing every deer in the neighborhood. 
Instead, I’m seeking out areas of natural, 
preferred browse that I feel may have 
seen less hunting pressure throughout 
WKH�\HDU��7KH�PRUH�RI�WKHVH�DUHDV�,�¿QG��
the more cameras I can utilize, and the 
JUHDWHU�P\�RGGV�RI�¿QGLQJ�D�JRRG�EXFN�

HALF-TRUTH 2: 

Late-season hunts should be 

limited to evenings only.

This is another common topic when 
discussing late-season hunts. Again, it’s 
kind of true. If you’re targeting deer hit-
ting a primary food source, you should 
do everything you can to avoid disrupt-
ing those deer.

:KHQ�GHHU�DUH�ÀRRGLQJ�LQWR�D�FRUQ�
¿HOG�E\�WKH�GR]HQV�HYHU\�HYHQLQJ��LW¶V�
likely just a matter of time before a good 
buck joins the fray. However, most of us 
aren’t hunting in those types of situations. 
I’m certainly not and thus I will hunt 

late-season mornings. This is particularly 
true if I’ve found an area in heavy cover 
that’s well-away from any destination-
W\SH�IRRG�VRXUFH��OLNH�D�ELJ�DJ�¿HOG��
and contains browse-type food sources. 
In this situation, deer can’t load up on 
food in one small area. Rather, they must 
EURZVH�WR�¿OO�WKHLU�EHOOLHV�DQG�WKDW�PHDQV�
they have to cover some ground to do it.

A sunny, warm(ish) day is ideal for a 
morning hunt. And you’d be wise to stick 
it out until the sun is pretty high in the 
sky. I’ve seen the majority of my late-
season morning deer activity well after 
sunrise, typically around 9 or 10 a.m.
I believe deer are bedded during the 

last few hours of the night and wait for 
the sun to rise and warm things up a 
bit before they get up and begin a mid-
morning round of browsing. They’ll 
feed along ridges as they move toward 
south-facing hillsides to bed up for the 
rest of the day.

Be there when they move through, 
DQG�\RX�MXVW�PLJKW�¿QG�WKDW�ROG�DGDJH�
about hunting the “best” food source 
isn’t exactly wrong…but it’s not exactly 
true either. JO
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Public-land bucks have seen it all by season’s 
end. First you must find one, and then modify 

your approach to match late-season patterns.
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Turn Your Passion into Action

A minute of your time can ensure clean water,

abundant fisheries and the conservation of both.

Join us. Be heard.

Preserve what you love at  KeepAmericaFishing.org

The Voice of the American Angler



T
he COVID pandemic stressed 
the supply chain in almost ev-
ery industry, with the bass-boat 
market being no exception. 

Add to the fact that during the pan-
demic lockdown, demand for new and 
used boats soared from participants new 
to the sport, as well as existing anglers 
with added time on their hands wanting 
to upgrade their bass rigs. The lack of 
new boat inventory caused consumers 

WR�WU\�WR�¿OO�WKH�GHPDQG�IURP�WKH�XVHG�
boat market, driving up the prices for 
used boats as well.

Brian Hughes is a senior sales associate 
for Fun-N-Sun Boats, with two locations 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. The Hurst, 
Texas, location is the largest bass-boat 
dealership in the country for boats 20-
feet and longer, and is the largest Skeeter 
dealer in the U.S. He explains the current 
state of the bass boat market.

“We are starting to see some relief in 
new boat inventory becoming available 
again,” Hughes said in October. “About 
18 months ago every boat that came off 
the delivery truck was already pre-sold. 
Now when I get a delivery truck, two of 
those boats may be pre-sold and I can place 
WKH�RWKHU�WZR�RQ�WKH�VKRZURRP�ÀRRU�´
Hughes notes that prior to negotiat-

LQJ�D�¿QDO�SULFH�DQG�KDQGLQJ�RYHU�WKH�
check, a prospective buyer of a used 
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Buyers looking for a used boat can make several 
visual checks before seeking an inspection  
from a mechanic at a boat dealership.

VEHICLES

BUYING A

THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE MAKING A BIG PURCHASE
By Shane Beilue
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bass boat would be wise to make sure 
the investment is sound by having a list 
of pre-checks to inspect. Hughes has the 
following advice for prospective buyers 
of a used boat.

PROFESSIONAL CHECKUP

Hughes’ advice for inspecting a used boat 
begins with the following: “If you’re 
EX\LQJ�D�XVHG�ERDW�DQG�KDYH�LGHQWL¿HG�
a strong candidate for purchase, my best 

If you’re on the hunt for a knife 
that combines impeccable 

craftsmanship with a sense of 
wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade

is the trophy you’re looking for.

The blade is full tang, meaning 
it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip 
for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical 
steel, famed for its sharpness and 
its resistance to corrosion.

The handle is made from genuine 
natural bone, and features 

you to respect and connect with the natural world. 

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high 
price tag out in the marketplace. In fact, we found 
full tang, stainless steel blades with bone handles 
in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it around 
here. We have mastered the hunt for the best deal, 
and in turn pass the spoils on to our customers. 

But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, 
we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power compact 
binoculars and a genuine leather sheath FREE when 
you purchase the Huntsman Blade.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the 
knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the 
impeccable craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a 
complete refund of the item price. 

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last long. 
We have only 1120 Huntsman Blades for this ad 
only. Don’t let this beauty slip through your fingers. 
Call today!

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK865-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 

listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. Rating of A+

Bad to the Bone

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of 
Huntsman Blade

Huntsman Blade  $249*

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: HUK865-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.
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“The feel of this 
knife is unbelievable...

this is an incredibly 
fine instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 

bone handle —now ONLY $79!



advice is to take it to a nearby boat deal-
ership, pay them the required fee [likely 
$250 to $500] and have them check it 
out as if they’re trading for it. They can 
perform checks the average consumer 
cannot, such as opening the lower unit 
and checking cylinder compression in 
the engine.”

From the mechanic’s inspection, 
Hughes notes that the compression 
on all the engine cylinders should be 
within about 10 pounds of each other. 
“If you get too many variances, that’s 
an indicator that the entire power head 
may be ready to give way, which can 
cost as much as $16,000 on a 4-stroke 
Yamaha outboard,” he says.

Before seeking expert advice regard-
ing the internal condition of the outboard, 
Hughes says a prospective buyer can 
avoid costly repairs later by making some 
visual checks as he or she inspects the 
boat, beginning with the prop shaft.

“Just look straight down the shaft, give 
the prop a spin to see if you detect any 
wobble,” he says. “If it doesn’t wobble at 
all, you’re probably good. If you detect 
a little wobble, there’s a slight bend to 
the shaft. But here’s the thing, a small 
bend can often be more destructive to a 
ORZHU�XQLW�WKDQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EHQG�LQ�WKH�
shaft–those are easy to detect because 
it disrupts operation of the motor. The 
minor shaft bend may not be noticeable 
to the driver, but it’s causing stress to the 

lower unit gears and likely damaging the 
seals to the lower unit.”
Hughes notes that a new prop shaft 

runs about $1,500, and a new lower unit 
can run $3,500, so you could possibly 
be looking at a $5,000 repair with that 
slight wobble in the prop shaft.

LOOK FOR CRACKS

Further boat inspection should focus on 
WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿EHUJODVV��ORRNLQJ�
for cracks and gouges. 

³6XSHU¿FLDO�FUDFNV�DFWXDOO\�GRQ¶W�ZRU-
ry me all that much, depending upon the 
age of the boat,” Hughes says. “If you 
have cracks on a relatively new boat, then 
that’s a problem; but cracks on a 15-year-
old boat are probably not that big of a 
deal. It really depends upon where those 
cracks are located. If you see deep stress 
cracks around the transom, that’s worth 
exploring further. Stress cracks around 
the console on an older boat really aren’t 
going to hurt anything. If you see gouges 
LQ�WKH�JHO�FRDW�WKDW�UHYHDO�WKH�¿EHUJODVV�
mat, then that needs to be addressed as 
ZHOO��HLWKHU�WKH�VHOOHU�QHHGV�WR�¿[�LW�EHIRUH�
you buy, or you need to be prepared to 
¿[�LW�RQFH�\RX�WDNH�RZQHUVKLS�´
Hughes points out that there’s always 

going to be normal wear and tear on any 
used boat, but you really want to look for 
cracks and gouges that indicate abuse.

Transom damage was a common 
issue in the past when manufacturers 

XVHG�¿EHUJODVV�HQFDVHG�ZRRG��KRZHYHU��
today’s bass-boat transoms are composed 
of composites that are much stronger and 
not prone to water damage should the 
WUDQVRP�KDYH�D�FUDFN�LQ�WKH�¿EHUJODVV��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��VLJQL¿FDQW�FUDFNLQJ�DURXQG�
the transom could indicate abuse or sig-
QL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�PRWRU�

ACCESSORIES AND TRAILER

Hughes points out that accessory items 
like graphs, trolling motors, bilge pumps, 
etc. should be checked by simply turning 
them on to see if they power up.

“It really is buyer beware because if 
any of these items fail after purchase, 
there’s nothing you can do about it be-
cause it’s a used boat, and equipment 
eventually fails,” he says.

7KH�¿QDO�SRLQW�RI�HPSKDVLV� IURP�
Hughes is to thoroughly inspect the 
boat trailer.

“Check every connection point on 
a trailer, meaning you need to visually 
inspect each weld seam to make sure 
there’s no cracking,” he says. “Also look 
at the axles to ensure they aren’t twisted 
or bent. Check to see if the bearings have 
been greased–even hook the boat to your 
truck and pull the boat for a few hundred 
yards and listen for any grinding noise 
in the bearings. Also make sure to check 
that the trailer coupling and brakes are 
working properly, as these are critical 
safety items when towing a boat.” 
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All used boats, depending on age, will show signs 
of normal wear and tear. Signs that indicate 

potential abuse are cause for concern.





I
W¶V�EHHQ�FDOOHG�WKH�RQO\�WD[�ZH¶UH�
KDSS\�WR�SD\��WKH�H[FLVH�IHH�WKDW�
HDFK�RI�XV�VKHOOV�RXW�HYHU\�WLPH�
ZH�EX\�D�QHZ�JXQ�RU�WKH�DPPXQL-

tion to feed it. Because this federal tax—
LW�LV����SHUFHQW�RQ�PRVW�ORQJ�JXQV�DQG�
DOO�DPPXQLWLRQ�����SHUFHQW�RQ�SLVWROV�
DQG�UHYROYHUV²LVQ¶W�GLVSOD\HG�RQ�SULFH�
WDJV�RU�VDOHV�UHFHLSWV��LW¶V�HDV\�WR�RYHUORRN�

%XW�WKLV�UHYHQXH��ZKLFK�LV�FROOHFWHG�
E\� WKH�8�6��)LVK�	�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH�
DQG�WKHQ�UHGLVWULEXWHG�DQQXDOO\�WR�VWDWH�
¿VK�DQG�JDPH�DJHQFLHV�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�
HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�ZLOGOLIH�PDQDJHPHQW�
WR�KXQWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�PDWHULDOV�WR�ODQG�
DFTXLVLWLRQ��LV�WKH�HQJLQH�IRU�PRVW�RI�
RXU�ZLOGOLIH�VXFFHVVHV�LQ�$PHULFD��DQG�
can be credited for creating the shooting 
DQG�KXQWLQJ�FXOWXUH�WKDW�PRVW�UHDGHUV�RI�
WKLV�FROXPQ�EHORQJ�WR��7KLV�VHOI�WD[DWLRQ�
�LW�LQFOXGHV�DUFKHU\�SURGXFWV��KDV�FRO-
OHFWHG�DQG�WKHQ�UHLQYHVWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�

����ELOOLRQ�LQ�ZLOGOLIH�EHQH¿WV�VLQFH�WKH�
3LWWPDQ�5REHUWVRQ�:LOGOLIH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
$FW�ZDV�SDVVHG�E\�&RQJUHVV�LQ�������%\�
DQ\�PHDVXUH��LW¶V�EHHQ�ZLOGO\�VXFFHVVIXO�

%XW��DV�\RXU�JUDQGPRWKHU�PLJKW�VD\��
no good deed goes unpunished. The 
EHQH¿WV�RI�³3�5�´�DV�3LWWPDQ�5REHUWVRQ�
IXQGLQJ�LV�RIWHQ�FDOOHG��KDYH�EHHQ�GRZQ-
SOD\HG�ZKLOH�WKH�DOOHJHG�W\UDQQ\�RI�WKH�
WD[�KDV�EHHQ�DPSOL¿HG�

:HOFRPH�WR�WKH�FRQÀXHQFH�RI�JXQV�
DQG�SXEOLF�SROLF\�LQ�$PHULFD��D�SODFH�
WKDW¶V�HVSHFLDOO\�WKRUQ\�WKHVH�GD\V�DV�
JXQV�WDNH�RQ�DQ�RXWVL]HG�UROH�DV�DJHQWV�
RI�SRODUL]DWLRQ��-XVW�WKLV�SDVW�\HDU��3�5�
IXQGLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�³ZHDSRQL]HG´�ERWK�
E\�DQWL�JXQ�DFWLYLVWV�DQG�E\�ODZPDNHUV�
who suggest either redirecting the fund 
RU�PLQLQJ�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�RI�UHYHQXH�IRU�
ZLOGOLIH�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�$PHULFD�

7KH� UKHWRULFDO� UDLG�RQ� 3�5� IXQG-
LQJ�VWDUWHG��DV�VR�PDQ\�WUHQGV�GR�� LQ�

California. Hoping to tap a funding 
source to address the societal cost of 
JXQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�DOVR�WR�LPSRVH�DGGL-
WLRQDO�EXUGHQV�RQ�¿UHDUPV�EX\HUV��VWDWH�
legislators introduced a bill that would 
KLW�¿UHDUP�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�VDOHV�LQ�WKH�
*ROGHQ�6WDWH�ZLWK�DQ�H[WUD����SHUFHQW�
WR����SHUFHQW�WD[�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�3�5�WD[��
:KLOH�VFKRODUV�GHEDWHG�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�
PHULWV�RI� WKH�ELOO²ZKLFK�XOWLPDWHO\�
GLGQ¶W� JDLQ� OHJLVODWLYH� WUDFWLRQ²WKH�
8�6��&RQJUHVV�JRW� LQYROYHG��ÀRDWLQJ�
DQ�HTXDO�DQG�RSSRVLWH�ELOO�WKDW�ZRXOG�
UHSHDO�WKH�3�5�WD[�

<RX�PLJKW�KDYH�KHDUG�RI�WKLV�FRQJUHV-
VLRQDO�HIIRUW�WR�DEROLVK�3�5��RI¿FLDOO\�
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�)HGHUDO�$LG�LQ�:LOGOLIH�DQG�
6SRUW¿VK�5HVWRUDWLRQ�IXQG��,QWURGXFHG�ODVW�
-XQH�E\�*HRUJLD�FRQJUHVVPDQ�$QGUHZ�
&O\GH�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�FR�VSRQVRUHG�E\�
PRUH�WKDQ����+RXVH�5HSXEOLFDQV��WKH�
RETURN (it stands for Repealing Excise 
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CONSERVATION

The recent attempted assault 

on Pittman-Robertson funding 
should signal that we need to do 

a better job of explaining the 

benefits of the ‘gun tax.’

By Andrew McKean
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Tax on Unalienable Rights Now) Our 
Constitutional Rights Act, HR 8167, 
would repeal the federal excise tax on 
¿UHDUPV��DPPXQLWLRQ�DQG�DUFKHU\�HTXLS-
PHQW�DQG�UHSODFH�WKH�GHGLFDWHG�3�5�IXQG-
LQJ�ZLWK�DQQXDO�DSSURSULDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�
8�6��7UHDVXU\�DQG�UHYHQXH�IURP�RIIVKRUH�
oil and gas leases. It would also reduce—
EXW�QRW�DEROLVK²D�VLPLODU�WD[�RQ�¿VKLQJ�
HTXLSPHQW�WKDW�VHUYHV�WKH�VDPH�SXUSRVH�
IRU�DTXDWLF�KDELWDW�DQG�¿VKHULHV�PDQDJH-
PHQW�WKDW�3�5�GRHV�IRU�WHUUHVWULDO�ZLOGOLIH�
1HDUO\�HYHU\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�JURXS�LQ�

$PHULFD�FDPH�RXW�LQ�VWURQJ�RSSRVLWLRQ�
WR�&O\GH¶V�ELOO��ZKLFK�PDQ\�LQWHUSUHWHG�
DV�YLUWXH�VLJQDOLQJ�

“It has zero chance of getting far down 
WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�SURFHVV��EXW�ZDV�D�ZD\�
to express opposition to the California 
ELOO�DQG�WR�IXUWKHU�PDNH�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�
WKLV�VDFUHG�FRZ�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�IXQGLQJ�
PLJKW�QRW�EH�DOO�WKDW�VDFUHG�´�VDLG�RQH�

Target shooters helped push 
Pittman-Robertson Act funding 
for wildlife and shooting projects 
to more than $1 billion in 2021.
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conservation leader who has been active 
in quashing the bill but didn’t want to 
be named out of concern that it might 
GLPLQLVK�KLV�LQÀXHQFH��³%XW�LW�VKRXOG�JHW�
our attention because it represents the 
¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�V\VWHP�RI�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�IXQGLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�DWWDFNHG�´
,W¶V�DOVR�D�VLJQ�WKDW�WKLV�ZRQN\�V\VWHP�

LV�SRRUO\�XQGHUVWRRG�E\�PRVW�JXQ�EX\-
HUV��ZKR�PLJKW�QRW�VHH�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�D�
fund that puts more deer in the woods 
DQG�PRUH�HON�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�

THE CHANGING NATURE 

OF GUN PURCHASES

:KHQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�$LG�LQ�:LOGOLIH�DQG�
6SRUW¿VK�5HVWRUDWLRQ�$FW�ZDV�SDVVHG��LQ�
WKH�GDUN�\HDUV�RI�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ��
¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�SRSXODWLRQV�ZHUH�SOXP-
PHWLQJ�DIWHU�\HDUV�RI�XQUHJXODWHG�KXQWLQJ�
DQG�KDELWDW�ORVV��7KH�IXQG�ZDV�LPDJLQHG�
DV�D�³XVHU�SD\V´�PRGHO�LQ�ZKLFK�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZRXOG�EHQH¿W�IURP�ZLOGOLIH�UHVWRUD-
WLRQ�ZRXOG�SD\�IRU�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�WR�EULQJ�
EDFN�GHHU��WXUNH\V��SURQJKRUQ�DQG�WURXW�
WR�$PHULFD¶V�ZRRGV��SUDLULH�DQG�ZDWHUV�
While the fund didn’t differentiate 

EHWZHHQ�¿UHDUPV�SXUFKDVHG�IRU�KXQWLQJ��

target shooting or personal defense, the 
YDVW�PDMRULW\�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�GHFDGHV�RI�3�5�
ZHUH�ERXJKW�E\�KXQWHUV�IRU�KXQWLQJ��7KH�
feedback loop worked even better than its 
FUHDWRUV�PLJKW�KDYH�LQWHQGHG��7KH�PRUH�
JXQV�$PHULFDQV�ERXJKW��WKH�PRUH�PRQH\�
was available for wildlife restoration, 
which created more hunting opportuni-
WLHV�DQG�PRUH�VDOHV�RI�JXQV�WR�KXQWHUV�

%XW�VWDUWLQJ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��ZLWK�
WKH�ULVH�RI�$5�SODWIRUP�ULÀHV�DQG�UHF-
reational shooting, the balance of guns 
sold to target shooters versus hunters has 
EHHQ�WLOWLQJ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8�6��)LVK�
& Wildlife Service, which administers 
WKH�3�5�DFFRXQW��EHWZHHQ�¿VFDO�\HDUV�
�����DQG�������WKH�IXQG�JHQHUDWHG������
PLOOLRQ�DQQXDOO\�RQ�DYHUDJH��%XW�WKH�
PL[�RI�¿UHDUPV�KDV�FKDQJHG�UHPDUN-
DEO\�VLQFH�������7KH�6HUYLFH�UHSRUWHG�
WKDW�DPPXQLWLRQ�VDOHV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����
SHUFHQW�RI�3�5�UHYHQXH�LQ�WKH�����������
time frame, while pistols and revolvers 
DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHUFHQW�RI�UHYHQXH��
)LUHDUPV��PHDQLQJ�ULÀHV��VKRWJXQV��DQG�
RWKHU�ORQJ�JXQV��PDGH�XS����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�
UHYHQXH�VWUHDP��ZKLOH�DUFKHU\�HTXLSPHQW�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�RQO\���SHUFHQW�RI�UHYHQXH�

,Q�WKH�WZR�\HDUV�VLQFH�WKDW�UHSRUW��3�5�
UHYHQXH�KDV�VSLNHG��/DVW�\HDU�DORQH��
these excise taxes generated more than 
��� ELOOLRQ� LQ� IXQGLQJ� WR� DVVLVW� VWDWH�
ZLOGOLIH�DJHQFLHV�LQ�IXO¿OOLQJ�WKHLU�PLV-
sions, according to the Congressional 
6SRUWVPHQ¶V�)RXQGDWLRQ�

P-R UPDATE

7KH�ULVH�LQ�UHFUHDWLRQDO�VKRRWLQJ�DFWLYL-
ties has left some target shooters and 
those who use guns for purposes other 
WKDQ�KXQWLQJ�IHHOLQJ�OLNH�WKH�3�5�PRG-
HO�FRXOG�XVH�DQ�XSGDWH��7KH\¶YH�PDGH�
some gains, the most recent of which 
LV�WKH������³0RGHUQL]LQJ�WKH�3LWWPDQ�
5REHUWVRQ�)XQG�IRU�7RPRUURZ¶V�1HHGV�
$FW�´�ZKLFK�DOORZV�IXQGV�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�
hunter and shooter recruitment efforts 
and to build shooting ranges across the 
FRXQWU\��7KH�LGHD�RI� WKDW�OHJLVODWLRQ��
ZKLFK�ZDV�VLJQHG�LQWR�ODZ�E\�3UHVLGHQW�
7UXPS��ZDV�WR�ERWK�H[SDQG�DQG�EURDGHQ�
the base of hunters and shooters, and to 
UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�
WR�3�5�E\�UHFUHDWLRQDO�VKRRWHUV�

³,I�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��WKH�XSGDWHV�WR�
3LWWPDQ�5REHUWVRQ�IXQGLQJ�HOLJLELOLW\�
DUH�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
����V�DQG�����V�´�VD\V�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
OHDGHU��³:H¶UH�VWLOO�IXQGLQJ�WKH�VHHGV�
DQG�URRWVWRFN�WKDW�JURZ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��
RQO\�QRZ�ZH�DUH�LQFOXGLQJ�QHZ�KXQWHUV�
DQG�VKRRWLQJ�UDQJHV�LQ�RXU�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�
URRWVWRFN��,I�ZH�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKRVH�HOH-
ments, then we’ll continue to grow our 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�KXQWHUV�DQG�VKRRWHUV�LQ�
$PHULFD��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�RULJLQDO�LGHD�RI�
WKH�3LWWPDQ�5REHUWVRQ�$FW�´

7KH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�OHDGHU�QRWHG�WKDW�
recreational shooters have a valid reason 
WR�H[SHFW�PRUH�3�5�IXQGV� WR�EH�XVHG�
IRU�QRQ�KXQWLQJ�UHODWHG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�

³7KHVH�DUH� WKH� IRONV�ZKR�SXVKHG�
WKH�DQQXDO�EDODQFH�DERYH����ELOOLRQ�´�
KH�VD\V��³$OO�WKRVH�$5V�DQG�SHUVRQDO�
defense shotguns and pistols, and all that 
DPPXQLWLRQ�WKDW�IRONV�ZHUH�EX\LQJ�GXU-
LQJ�WKH�>&29,'���@�SDQGHPLF�JHQHUDWHG�
UHFRUG�DPRXQWV�RI�H[FLVH�WD[��-XVW�DV�ZH�
built wetlands and deer habitat during 
WKH�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�3�5��ZH�QRZ�QHHG�WR�
EH�EXLOGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�VKRRWLQJ�UDQJHV�
and trap clubs and making sure that we’re 
JURZLQJ�RXU�UDQNV��,I�ZH�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�
to support more shooters and hunters, 
WKHQ�WKH\�FDQ�H[SHFW�WR�KDYH�SODFHV�DQG�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�SXUVXH�WKHLU�SDVVLRQV��
%HFDXVH�WKH\�SDLG�IRU�WKHP�´�
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Recreational skeet and trap shooters 
make significant contributions to the 

Pittman-Robertson Act, which also funds 
projects not directly tied to hunting.
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A semi-auto shotgun with an 
extended magazine is a popular 
choice during the Light Goose 
Conservation Order season. Regs 
do not limit magazine capacity. 

When duck season ends in Arkansas, hunters and guides

By Alan Clemons



U
ntil you’ve experienced it, noth-
ing can prepare you for the 
whirling, spinning, mind- 
blowing cacophony of hundreds 

or thousands of snow geese over your 
spread. It’s intense. You might get pooped 
RQ��<RX¶OO�JHW�DPSHG�ZKHQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDQG-
ful lights in the spread, but don’t shoot 
just yet. More are coming. Just hang on 
a little bit longer.

“Wait … wait … let ’em land … wait,” 
urged Keaton Kelso, hoarsely giving 
us instructions. He was quiet enough 
to not spook the geese on the ground 
but emphatic in expressing that trigger 
time was nigh. “They’re still coming.  
Wait … some more of them will come 
down and bring in the rest.”

Finally, thankfully, we and Keaton’s 
quivering Labrador retriever were given 
relief. At the command of “Take ’em!” 
we unloaded our guns. After hunting 
waterfowl for 40 years it’s crazy to think 
about an unplugged magazine that holds 
10 rounds. A couple of us emptied the 
guns, just because we could, to see what 
it was like. All of us hit geese, their 
white-and-black bodies shuddering at 
the impact of the 3- and 3 1/2-inch Kent 
steel ammo. They thudded to the warm 
soil, falling amid the socks and rags and 
KDUGVKHOO�GHFR\V��7KH�ÀRFN�WXUQHG�DQG�
lifted higher, their dissonance disap-
SHDULQJ�DV�ZH�ÀXQJ�D�ORQJ�VKRW�KHUH�DQG�
WKHUH��LGHQWL¿HG�VWUDJJOHUV�IRU�WKH�/DE�
WR�JR�DIWHU��DQG�OD\�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�LQ�DZH�

“Well, that was pretty freakin’ incred-
ible,” one of us said before we broke 
into “Did you see …” and “I thought 
that one was going to …” and other 
tales. The Lab continued to bring in 
JHHVH�DV�ZH�ZDWFKHG�WKH�PDVVLYH�ÀRFN�
VHSDUDWH�DQG�À\�KLWKHU�DQG�\RQ��6RPH�
ODQGHG�LQ�DQ�DGMDFHQW�¿HOG��WKH\�WR\HG�
with us a couple of times. Keaton and 
his brother, Kendall, assessed the decoy 
spread. Kendall went to make some ad-
justments on the edge where the snows 
had knocked things akimbo.
With snow geese, you shoot the snot 

out of ’em and then get ready for more, 
because you never know when the next 
group of 20 or 2,000 will decide to 
come in.

FROM DUCKS TO GEESE

Many places claim to be the capital 
RI�VRPHWKLQJ��6WXWWJDUW��$UN���D�WRZQ�
DERXW�DV�ELJ�DV�D�ÀRFN�RI�VQRZ�JHHVH��M
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claims to be the duck hunting capital of 
the world. It’s a boast made for almost 
100 years, thanks to several factors: 
rice, water and timber on the southern 
end of the Mississippi Flyway. By late 
DXWXPQ�ZKHQ�WKH�ULFH�¿HOGV�KDYH�EHHQ�
harvested, and the pin oaks and other 
mast trees are dropping acorns, and 
the ducks are arriving from their trek 
down from Canada’s lovely summer, 
hunters are eagerly and anxiously wait-
ing in Stuttgart like high water pushing 
against a dam. For many hard-core duck 
hunters, it’s a rite of passage to make 
a trip to hunt there, to visit Mack’s 
Prairie Wings and at least see Bayou 
Meto, and to drive around at sunset 
watching the skies.

The dam breaks in November each 
year. Stuttgart transforms from a small, 
quiet, unassuming Grand Prairie town 
to a nonstop grind of muddy, four-
wheel-drive pickups holding occupants 
with soaring expectations. Other small 
towns in Arkansas are the same way. 
Gas stations, cafes, outdoor retailers, 
big chain stores … all thrum with a 

as the Spring Light Goose Conservation 
Order, which provides hunters with the 
chance to use unplugged shotguns and 
electronic calls with no limits under 
generally relaxed regulations. The fed-
eral and state agencies won’t be so blunt 
about it, but they want hunters to kill 
as many snow geese as possible every 
year. The problem is, even with all those 
allowances, it doesn’t make a dent in 
the population.

Stuttgart, and the rest of the Arkansas 
prairie through which the snow geese 
migrate, valiantly attempts to do its part. 
But by the last Sunday in January, when 
duck season closes, the duck hunters 
pretty much are done. They’re either 
wiped out, tired, ready to end it, or they 
simply don’t care about snow geese. 
Duck hunters can boat into the timber 
and lean against a tree in waders, crouch 
when a gang of mallards is lighting, 
chuckle softly, kill them in a bag-of-
decoys spread, and then go home. It is 
QHLWKHU�HDV\�QRU�LQFUHGLEO\�GLI¿FXOW��WKH�
exhaustion comes from the elements and 
doing it for days on end.

camo-infused vibrancy. Everything is 
at full tilt. Hunters often arrive late on 
Thursday night, driving from nearby 
states after work to their leases, to hunt 
three mornings and then scamper home 
before doing it again four days later.

The afternoon I arrived in Stuttgart 
before our goose hunt, duck season was 
ending. One day remained, the last hur-
rah of the three-month camo beatdown. 
Two trucks in the hotel parking lot ex-
hibited giveaways: mud, decoys, a dog 
box in the back. But that was it. The 
hotel was quiet. Downtown was quiet. 
No lines at the gas stations or fast-food 
drive-through lanes. The Mexican res-
taurant had locals at the tables, but no 
one wore camo or boots or weary expres-
sions. Technically, one day remained 
in the season but Stuttgart already had 
reverted to its quiet, usual routine that 
would revolve around farming for the 
next nine months.
Goose hunters like Kendall and 

Keaton were the notable exception. They 
were in geeked-up scouting mode for the 
VQRZ�JRRVH�VHDVRQ��2I¿FLDOO\�LW¶V�NQRZQ�
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Large spreads of assorted decoys attract 
larger flocks of snow geese and help hide 
hunters in open fields where birds graze.
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With snow geese, though, you’re 
looking at hundreds of rags and socks 
DQG�VKHOOV�DQG�GHFR\V��D�À\LQJ�GHFR\�
contraption run by batteries, chairs to 
sit in, bags with ample ammo and gear, 
calling devices and more batteries, and all 
of that must be put out before sunrise in 
some arrangement you hope will attract 
the geese. Your truck has to be moved 
far enough away. Anyone hunting with 

you must be decked out in white. Dark 
blotches amid white decoys are a no-no. 
If the shells are on stakes, the stakes must 
be set correctly so the shells bob instead 
of lean over like a drunk fan after the 
big football game. Wind and weather 
can be friend or foe. If the geese don’t 
come, you might have to gather all of 
that stuff and move it to a new area, put 
it out again and hope for the best.

“It wears on you, for sure, after a few 
weeks,” Kendall said. He and Keaton 
have been chasing geese for about 40 
years starting as kids in Iowa. As owners 
RI�.	.�2XW¿WWHUV��GXFNDQGEXFN�FRP���
they have guided hunters for 25 years 
for snow geese in spring, and for deer in 
autumn and winter in southeast Missouri 
and western Kansas. When geese begin 
migrating from Louisiana in early spring, 

SAFE, SUCCESSFUL AND STRESS-FREE
Keep these things in mind for a great hunt.

Snow goose hunting is a lot of work, but when things work out right, the shooting is fast-paced and furious. Up your odds for 
having a banner day by bringing good gear and enlisting the help of an expert or two. Most importantly, put safety first when a 
flock descends.

SHOOT IN YOUR LANE: This should be a no-brainer, but it’s critical to remember and emphasize to your hunting party. You’re 
likely hunting from the ground or chairs. Everyone should know their shooting lane and stay in it. No swinging hard left or right, 
no crossovers to “help with the one getting away” or anything like that. Shoot in your lane and be safe.

RELIABLE GEAR: Snow goose hunting requires a lot of decoys, a shotgun that can hold up during prolonged fire and good 
clothing to keep you warm, dry and comfortable. Spring weather can be weird. Be prepared with proven and properly maintained 
gear, and have tools or replacements on hand. A good blind bag helps keep stuff organized.

STAY CONCEALED: White pants, coat and toque, or a white jumpsuit, and you’re good to go. Gloves might help but aren’t 
necessary. It’s not like the entire ground is white. Just blend in. Your boots, hands and face aren’t going to cause a problem 
unless you’re moving them around. Hunker in, chill out, watch the birds, and stay still until it’s time to shoot.

HUNT WITH GUIDES: I’d have to be really committed to hunting and chasing snow geese to buy everything needed to do it 
right. All that money can be used to go hunting with guides who already have almost everything you need. You show up with your 
clothes, gun, ammo and whatever else they recommend. They take care of the rest. For what you save by not buying gear you 
might be able to do two or three trips a season. Pay your guides, shake their hands, enjoy the trip and create some memories.
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There’s a lot going on when a flock of snows 
drops into the decoys. Each hunter must 
establish a safe shooting lane and stick to it.
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MUST-WATCH DETAIL, NON-STOP ACTION
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they load their trailer and trucks to chase 
them north through Arkansas, Missouri, 
Iowa, maybe Illinois or farther north. 
They put out 500 to 1,000 socks, full-
body decoys, shells, rags and mechanical 
À\LQJ�GHFR\V��RIWHQ�LQ�D�³GRJ�ERQH´�RU�
³IDW�;´�VKDSH��ZLWK�D�JORE�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
to obscure them and the hunters.

They’re obsessed, even if it wears 
them down physically.

³7KHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�OLNH�LW�´�.HQGDOO�
noted, after our monster volley proved 
to be the highlight of the day. Warm 
WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�¿FNOH�ELUGV²W\SLFDO�IRU�
VQRZ�JRRVH�KXQWLQJ²KDG�WKHP�VFDWWHUHG��

³-XVW�OLNH�\RX�VDZ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��ZH�
got these decoys set out last night hoping 
WKH�ELUGV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�WKDW�RWKHU�¿HOG��DQG�
whatever birds had been feeding here, 
ZRXOG�FRPH�LQ�´�KH�FRQWLQXHG��³6RPH�
GLG��DQG�WKHQ�¿QDOO\�WKDW�JLDQW�JURXS�GLG��
and it’s just mesmerizing. We’ve seen that 
kind of thing with two or three times as 
many birds swarming, landing, lifting 
and hopping over and over, and it’s just 
amazing. It got in our blood years ago 
DQG�ZH�ORYH�LW�´
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The Origin .25 is how to enter the PCP airgun world. It’s perfect for small game or target shooting 

out to 100 yards. An eight-round magazine and side lever charging system gives you the ability to 

make quick and smooth transitions to the next shot. 
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SNOW BIOLOGY 101

Snow geese breed and rear their young 
each summer from Russia across the 
Arctic to western Greenland, migrat-
ing in autumn through the four North 
$PHULFDQ�À\ZD\V��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�DUH�
lesser snow geese, weighing from 7 to 
10 pounds, while the greater snow geese 
are a bit bigger and are found primar-
ily in eastern Canada and parts of the 
QRUWKHDVWHUQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

+XQWHUV�ZLOO�¿QG�VQRZV�IURP� WKH�
&DUROLQDV�WR�&DOLIRUQLD��7KHLU�KDXQWV�DUH�
FKDQJLQJ��DQG�KDYH�FKDQJHG��7KLUW\�RU�
40 years ago it was cool to head to south 
7H[DV�WR�FKDVH�VQRZ�JHHVH�DURXQG�.DW\�
and all the open agricultural land around 
WKHUH�VRXWK�RI�+RXVWRQ��7KDW¶V�DOO�GHYHO-
RSHG�QRZ��7KH�JHHVH�KDYH�PRYHG�HDVW�
and west, to Louisiana and other parts 
RI�7H[DV�DQG�WKH�&HQWUDO�)O\ZD\��7KH�
ones now east move back up to Canada 
YLD�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�)O\ZD\��IROORZLQJ�
WKH�ULYHUV�DQG�WKH�À\ZD\¶V�DPSOH�¿HOGV�
of rice, beans and corn in Arkansas, 
0LVVRXUL��,OOLQRLV��ZHVWHUQ�.HQWXFN\��
,RZD�DQG�0LQQHVRWD�M
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QUALITY GAME GUNS

FEATURES:

—True-to-gauge steel receivers with Case 
Colored finish or Nickel-Engraved with
24k gold inlay detail. 

—Select Turkish Walnut Stocks-English
or Pistol Grip

—12, 16, 20, 28 & .410 Chrome-Lined 
Stainless Steel Barrels/ Chambers

—Choke Tubes Included (SK, IC, M, IM & F)

—5 Year Warranty

TRISTARARMS.COM1816 Linn Street, North Kansas City, MO  64116  •  816.421.1400

Dogs can really get a workout on 
good days during the Conservation 
Order season. It’s an opportunity 
for training, reinforcing good habits 
and enjoying a Lab’s efforts.



)HGHUDO�RI¿FLDOV�HVWLPDWH�D�SRSXODWLRQ�
RI�DERXW����PLOOLRQ�OLJKW�JHHVH��ZKLFK�
LQFOXGH�VQRZ�DQG�5RVV¶�JHHVH��ZLWK�D�
VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHU�RI�WKRVH�EHLQJ�MXYH-
QLOHV��$GXOWV�DUH�VPDUW��OHDUQLQJ�TXLFNO\�
DERXW�KXQWLQJ�VFHQDULRV�DQG�ZKHUH�WR�
JR�RU�DYRLG��-XYHQLOHV�VWD\�ZLWK� WKHLU�
SDUHQWV� WKH�¿UVW�\HDU��PLJUDWLQJ�DQG�
OHDUQLQJ��6QRZ�JHHVH�XVH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
DUHDV�HDFK�\HDU��LW�WDNHV�ORVV�RI�KDELWDW��
OLNH�LQ�VRXWKHDVW�7H[DV�� WR�SXVK� WKHP�
HOVHZKHUH��-XYHQLOHV�OHDUQ�WKHVH�PLJUD-
WLRQ�URXWHV��DQG�WKH�F\FOH�FRQWLQXHV�ZKHQ�
WKH\��DIWHU�D�\HDU��GLVSHUVH�WR�UHDU�EURRGV�
ZKLOH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�WHQG�WR�DQRWKHU�FOXWFK�
RI�WKUHH�WR�VHYHQ�HJJV�
,W¶V�D�WRXJK�VLWXDWLRQ��WKRXJK��+XQWHUV�

DUHQ¶W�NLOOLQJ�HQRXJK�MXYHQLOHV��RU�DGXOWV��
WR�UHGXFH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
HQRXJK��/RVV�RI�KDELWDW�RQ�EUHHGLQJ�
JURXQGV�HYHQWXDOO\�ZLOO�KLW�D�WLSSLQJ�
SRLQW��SXVKLQJ�ELUGV�WR�VHHN�QHZ�DUHDV��
$QG�GHVSLWH�WKH�ODFN�RI�UHJXODWLRQV²
VQRZ�JHHVH�HVVHQWLDOO\�DUH�IHUDO�KRJV�
ZLWK�ZLQJV²KXQWHUV�GRQ¶W�DQG�ZRQ¶W�
JR�RXW�WR�NLOO�KXQGUHGV�RI�ELUGV�HYHU\�
GD\��7KH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLOO�FUDVK�GXH�WR�
VRPHWKLQJ��SHUKDSV�DYLDQ�ÀX�RU�DQRWKHU�
GLVHDVH��RU�QDWXUDO�PRUWDOLW\�DQG�KDEL-
WDW�FKDQJHV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�NHHS� LW� LQ�
FKHFN��7KH�RWKHU�VFHQDULR�LV�VQRZ�JRRVH�
QXPEHUV�ZLOO�H[SDQG�WR�WKH�GHWULPHQW�
RI�KDELWDW�DQG�RWKHU�VSHFLHV��1RQH�RI�
WKHVH�DUH�SUHWW\�SLFWXUHV�

GREAT GOOSE GEAR
Grab these items when the snows start to fly.

1  ALPS OUTDOORZ SNOW GOOSE CHAIR

This comfortable chair ($249.99; alpsoutdoorz.com) features the same ergonomic 
seat as the ALPS Zero Gravity Layout Blind but without the blind panels. Elasticized 
lacing that ties the padded assembly to the frame minimizes torso and leg 
pressure. The headrest keeps the head ideally positioned. Adjustable backpack 
carry straps are integrated into the chair. Bonus: The chair makes it easy to take a 
mid-morning nap if the geese aren’t cooperating. 

2  STOEGER M3500 SNOW GOOSE SHOTGUN

Specifically designed for hunting snow geese, this version of the M3500 ($899; 
stoegerindustries.com) features an inertia-driven action, extended 10-round 
magazine tube, 28-inch barrel and 3 1/2-inch chamber. The stock and receiver 
are finished in Distressed White Cerakote. The gun handles and shoulders well, 
offers a fine sightline to the target and rips off 10 rounds with ease. A couple of 
us intentionally loaded 3 1/2-inch ammo to test recoil, which wasn’t any more 
recognizable than with 3-inch loads. While this shotgun is made for snow geese, it 
would be great for hunting coyotes or hogs, too. 

3  DRYSHOD NOSHO ULTRA HUNT BOOTS

If you’re a big ol’ boy, you appreciate sturdy boots with ample insulation and a wide, 
adjustable gusset in the back for your calves. DryShod had you in mind with its NoSho 
Ultra Hunt boots ($214.95; dryshodusa.com). They have seven layers to defeat the 
cold from the tough exterior and rugged, gripping sole to the soft internal lining that 
breathes but keeps your tootsies warm. In total there’s 11 mm of insulating layers; you 
might get by with a thin, wool running sock, like I did during our goose hunt. 

4  ALPS OUTDOORZ PIT BLIND BAG

Finding a good, durable blind bag for your gear is a must if you’re a waterfowl 
hunter. The ALPS Pit Blind Bag ($89.99; alpsoutdoorz.com) fills that need. It 
has a wide-mouth pop-open compartment with a removable divider so you can 
separate ammo from gear, for example. Multiple pockets hold everything from 
licenses and phone to tools for repairs. The deep, large interior features a pocket 
to hold a thermal beverage container or other gear. (Choose the beverage.) The 
handles and zipper will withstand rugged use, and a waterproof, molded bottom 
keeps your stuff dry. 
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IT ALL DEPENDS …

7KH�.HOVR�EURWKHUV�ZRUN�OLNH�D�ZHOO�RLOHG�
PDFKLQH��VHWWLQJ�XS�GHFR\V�DQG�SORWWLQJ�
VWUDWHJ\�ZLWK�KDUGO\�D�EOLQN�RI�DQ�H\H��
+DV� WKH�ZLQG�VKLIWHG�RU�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
HOVH�PDNLQJ�WKH�JHHVH�DFW�ZHLUG�RYHU�WKH�
VSUHDG"�7KH�WZR�JXLGHV�LGHQWLI\�LW�DQG�
DGMXVW�DFFRUGLQJO\��+DV�LW�EHHQ�KRXUV�
ZLWKRXW�D�VLJKWLQJ"�7LPH�WR�SDFN�XS�DQG�
PRYH��RU�OHDYH�WKLQJV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�GD\�LI�
WKH\�KDYH�D�JRRG�IHHOLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VSRW�

'ULYLQJ�WKH�URDGV�DURXQG�6WXWWJDUW��
\RX¶OO�VHH�VQRZ�JHHVH�LQ�¿HOGV��,W�PD\�
EH�D�VPDOO�RU� ODUJH�JURXS��7KH�ELUGV�
PD\�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�DQ\�UK\PH�RU�
UHDVRQ�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�PRYH�DORQJ�LQ�WKH�
¿HOG��6HHLQJ�RWKHUV�FRPH�LQ��ODQGLQJ�
LQ�FHUWDLQ�DUHDV��GRHVQ¶W�DOZD\V�RIIHU�
FOXHV�DERXW�ZK\�WKH\�SLFNHG�WKDW�VSRW��
,Q�¿HOGV�ZLWK�ODUJHU�JURXSV��\RX¶OO�VHH�
D�KRSVFRWFK�JDPH�EUHDN�RXW�����WR����
JHHVH�VXGGHQO\�OLIW��À\�DKHDG�DQG�ODQG��
0RPHQWV�ODWHU��DQRWKHU�GRHV�WKH�VDPH�

³7KH\¶UH�IHHGLQJ�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�
DKHDG�RI�WKH�RWKHU�ELUGV�WR�WKH�EHVW�IRRG�´�
.HQGDOO�VD\V�DERXW�WKH�KRSSLQJ�PDQHXYHU��
³7KH\¶UH�DOZD\V�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�DV�PXFK�DV�
WKH\�FDQ��7KH\¶UH�YRUDFLRXV��<RX¶OO�VHH�
D�¿HOG�RQH�GD\��DQG�FRPH�EDFN�D�GD\�RU�
WZR�ODWHU�DQG�LW¶V�EHHQ�JUD]HG�WR�WKH�GLUW�´

:H�EHJLQ�WDNLQJ�XS�RXU�JHDU�DQG�DOO�
WKH�GHFR\V��2XU�FUHZ�LV�VFUDPEOLQJ�WR�
EHDW�D�SRWHQWLDO�LFH�VWRUP�EHDULQJ�GRZQ�
RQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V��7KH�

Flocks can hold thousands of 
snow geese and strip a field of 
green forage in a couple days.



spread begins to disappear, piled into 
QHDW�VWDFNV�WR�EH�ORDGHG�D�VSHFL¿F�ZD\�
into the enclosed trailer. Kendall and 
.HDWRQ� DUH�KHDGLQJ�QRUWK�� OLNHO\� WR�
0LVVRXUL�IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V�� LI�QRW�PRUH��
,�DVN�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH\¶YH�OHDUQHG�RYHU�
WKH�\HDUV�ZLWK�WKH�GHFR\V�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�
the birds.

³)XOO�ERG\�GHFR\V�DUH�WLPH�FRQVXP-
LQJ��DQG�LW�DGGV�D�ORW�PRUH�ZRUN�WR�LW�´�
.HQGDOO�DGPLWV��³%XW�WKH�UHDOLVP�WR�LW�«�
WKRVH�ELJ�GHFR\V�WKDW�DUH�¿QJHUHG�RXW�RQ�
WKH�HQGV��\RX�FDQ¶W�EHDW�WKDW��7KH\�MXVW�

ORRN�VR�JRRG��,I�\RX�VHH�ELJ�ÀRFNV�LQ�
¿HOGV��WKH\¶OO�RIWHQ�KDYH�D�ORQJ�WULFNOH�WDLO�
ZKHUH�WKH�ELUGV�DUH�ODQGLQJ�DQG�ZDONLQJ�
XS�WR�WKH�ÀRFN��7KRVH�IXOO�ERG\�GHFR\V�
KHOS�ZLWK�WKDW�

³:H�SUREDEO\�UDQ������� WR�������
GHFR\V�EDFN�LQ�RXU�\RXQJHU�GD\V�´�KH�
UHPHPEHUV��³,W�GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�VHHP� WR�
FKDQJH�WKH�JDPH��WKRXJK��,¶P�VXUH�LQ�
VRPH�VLWXDWLRQV�LW�PLJKW�KDYH�KHOSHG�WR�
KDYH�PRUH��EXW�RYHUDOO��ZH�GLGQ¶W�VHH�LW��
3UREDEO\�����WR�����LV�WKH�PLQLPXP��<RX�
FDQ¶W�PDVV�HQRXJK�RI�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�

WR�DGHTXDWHO\�KLGH�\RX�LQ�WKH�FKDLUV��,�
WKLQN��XQOHVV�\RX�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�WKDW�PDQ\�
LI�QRW�PRUH��1RZ��LI�\RX�XVH�D�SLW�DQG�
DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�JURXQG�OHYHO�DQG�KLGGHQ��
\RX�PLJKW�EH�¿QH�ZLWK�WKDW�RU�PD\EH�
HYHQ�IHZHU��%OHQGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ÀRFN�>RI�
GHFR\V@�LV�VR�FULWLFDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��,I�\RX�
GR�LW�ULJKW��E\�WKH�WLPH�\RX¶UH�O\LQJ�WKHUH�
LQ�\RXU�ZKLWH�FRDW�RU�MXPSVXLW��\RX¶UH�
DOO�EORFNHG�LQ��%XW�LW�DOO�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�
ELUGV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR�´

$V�DOZD\V�ZLWK�ZDWHUIRZO�KXQWLQJ��
it all depends on the birds. 
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With dozens and sometimes 
hundreds of birds within range, 

bagging doubles and even triples 
is not uncommon during the 

spring snow goose season.





The

o question, the weather outside can be 
frightful at this time of year throughout 
the Northeast. We pretty much get it 
all: Arctic blasts, snow, ice, 

sleet and rain. Sometimes it all 
comes in one day. Hard-core 
hunters and anglers look-
ing to get outside, however, 
have plenty of delightful 
opportunities to continue 
their favorite pursuits when 
the weather allows. While 
deer hunting soldiers 
on for most of the 
Northeast states, 
there are several 
other options to 
consider as well. 

A sampling of the region’s best hunting 

and fishing opportunities right now

By Matt Crawford
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KEYSTONE ELK
We tend to think of elk mostly as 
denizens of the Rocky Mountains, 
but Pennsylvania is home to the 
largest wild elk herd in the north-
eastern United States. Each year, 
the Keystone State holds a special, 
permit-only, late-season elk hunt in 
late December and early January in 
the north-central part of the state. 
While it might not have the most elk 
in the nation, Pennsylvania has some 
of the biggest bulls in the U.S., with 
monsters routinely qualifying for the 
Boone and Crockett record book.  
While it’s too late to take part in this 
year’s hunt, put this on your 2023 
calendar: Pennsylvania’s application 
period for the elk hunt opens each 
year in mid-June and closes July 31.

VIRGINIA QUAIL
Like elk, there aren’t a lot of bob-
white quail left in the Northeast. 
In fact, there aren’t a whole lot of 
quail left across their historic range, 
mostly because of a decades-long 
transformation of land usage that 
has severely reduced the amount of 
suitable habitat. A huntable popula-
tion of bobwhites remains in Virginia, 
though, and thousands of hunters get 
after them this time every year. Quail 
hunting is closed on all public lands 
west of the Blue Ridge Mountains, but 
there are decent numbers of birds in 
the state’s wildlife management areas 
in rural portions east of Interstate 95 
where pine forests and agricultural 
crops grow on a large scale.

LOWER NIAGARA 

HEATS UP
More than 700,000 gallons of water 
flow over Niagara Falls every second, 
which is both hard to comprehend 
and a 100-percent guarantee that no 
matter how colds it get, the Niagara 
River below the falls is never going 
to ice up. That means the uber-pro-
ductive water is a good bet for fishing 
even at this time of year. The hamlet 
of Lewiston, N.Y., is angler-friendly 
and there are several public boat 
launches within a few minutes of 
downtown. Expect to catch just about 
anything from steelhead to lakers to 
walleyes to smallmouth bass. There 
are lots of charter captains on this 
section of river who can put you on 
the species you’re most interested in 
(check niagaracharter.com). 

SNOWSHOES FOR 

SNOWSHOES
The massive Northern Forest stretch-
es across Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and New York. One of the 
most prevalent critters of the forest is 
the snowshoe (or varying) hare, which 
just happens to be in-season across 
all four states. Hotspots include pub-
lic lands around Jackman, Maine; 
Pittsburgh, N.H.; Island Pond, Vt., and 
the Tug Hill Region near Watertown, 
N.Y. Anywhere in those areas where 
active forest management of softwood 
stands takes place should hold bun-
nies. If you want a guided hunt with 
trained beagles, your best bets are 
found in Maine and Vermont, but 
don’t overlook the national wildlife 
refuges (Umbagog on the Maine-New 
Hampshire border and Silvio O. Conte 
in Vermont) for a DIY experience.

NEW ENGLAND 

FISHING EXPO
If you’re stuck at home in these cold 
months remembering all the big fish 
that got away last year, there’s a way 
to scratch your winter fishing itch. The 
New England Fishing Expo (nefishing 
expo.com) will be held Jan. 27 to 29 
at the Boxboro Regency Hotel and 
Conference Center just a few miles 
northwest of Boston. One of the larg-
est fishing expos in New England, 
there’ll be plenty of new equipment 
to purchase, brand new boats to 
fawn over and an impressive list of 
speakers and seminars. 

NORTHERN TROUT
If you want to head far north in 
search of ice-fishing adventure, 
consider trekking to the extreme 
northern tip of New Hampshire and 
the region where the headwaters of 
the Connecticut River rise. A few of 
the notable waterbodies here include 
Big Diamond Pond in Coos County; 
Lake Francis, which holds browns 
and rainbows; and First Connecticut 
Lake, where big lakers are known to 
prowl. Live smelt are often the choice 
in New Hampshire’s northern lakes, 
but many of the region’s best anglers 
will use big suckers to entice the 
biggest lake trout in the Northeast 
to come up through the ice.

1

2
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3 5
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T
he mid-October guided trip for 
turkeys in West Virginia’s 
Cranberry Wilderness had be-
gun with temperatures in the 

mid-60s, light winds and blue skies. My 
lightweight camo became wet with per-
spiration from trekking up and down the 
mountains in the warm weather, and by 
the time I returned to camp near dark, 
the temperature had dropped into the 30s 
and the wind had begun blowing from 
the northeast. Then things got worse. 

7KH�FDPS�FRRN�DFFLGHQWDOO\�VHW�¿UH�
to the tent, causing a gaping hole in 

the top. Soon afterwards, snow began 
falling through that chasm, the wind 
began howling at over 35 mph, the 
temperature plunged into the low 20s 
and I spent truly the coldest night of 
my life. The next morning, I awoke to 
snow covering my lightweight sleeping 
bag. Shivering uncontrollably, I told my 
guide that I was leaving and started the 
3-mile snowy slog back to my vehicle. 
I recall keeping the car’s heater on high 
most of the way home.
We can’t plan on certain things hap-

pening—such as a camp cook starting a 

JUHDVH�¿UH�WKHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�H[WLQJXLVK�WKH�
ÀDPHV�E\�SRXULQJ�ZDWHU�RQ�WKHP²EXW�
we can strive to wear the right kind of 
FORWKLQJ�WR�NHHS�XV�D¿HOG�IURP�GDZQ�
to dark during frigid conditions. Often, 
that requires more innovative thinking 
than just dressing in layers and keeping 
an eye on the forecast.

IDENTIFY YOUR COLD SPOTS

Dave Larsen, CEO of hunting apparel 
manufacturer Gamehide, believes that 
KXQWHUV�VKRXOG�¿UVW�FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�LQGL-
vidual metabolism and cold spots.
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FIELD SKILLS

How to stay in the woods longer—and remain effective— 

during the coldest days of the season
By Bruce Ingram
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“For example,” he says, “we have 
one staff person whose metabolism runs 
hot all the time, and he always dresses 
light in even the coldest weather. For 
me—and this has changed as I’ve got-
ten older—my feet are my cold spots. 
I’ve got to make sure they stay warm or 
my whole body will grow cold. Another 
challenge is to choose clothing that will 
stop the wind without impacting air 
ÀRZ�XQGHUQHDWK��DQG�ZLOO�DGG�ZDUPWK�
but not bulk.”

SETTLE IN FOR THE LONG HAUL

What we do after we reach our stand 
site also plays a major role in how well 
we stay warm during frigid conditions.

“Many hunters, myself included, will 
wear a light shirt and pants for the walk 
to their treestand,” Larsen says. “But 
some hunters often make one of two 
mistakes after they get there: They either 
immediately put on their heavy cloth-
ing or wait until they get cold to do so.

³:KDW�,�UHFRPPHQG�LV�ZKHQ�\RX�¿UVW�
arrive, wipe away the excess moisture 
that has accumulated on the way in,” 
Larsen continues. “Then, after you are 
as dry as you can be, immediately put 
on your warmest clothing, again mak-
ing sure that you pay attention to your 
LQGLYLGXDO�FROG�VSRWV��<RX�GH¿QLWHO\�
don’t want to wait until you’ve gotten 
cold to put on extra clothes because by 
then you’ve lost the warmth you built 
up on the way to your stand.”

Larsen says another advantage of this 
routine is being able to settle into your 
stand for the duration without squirm-
ing about and risking being spotted by 
game. Plus, you’ll be able to concentrate 
more on the hunt than on how cold you 
are becoming.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS

Virginia offers a two-week January tur-
key season, and with a tag to punch, I 
went hunting on a day when the wind-
chill factor hovered in the mid-teens, 
snow already blanketed the ground, 
ÀXUULHV�RFFXUUHG�SHULRGLFDOO\��DQG�WKH�
wind pummeled me constantly. My cold 
spot is my chest and stomach area, so I 
donned two layers of wool underwear, 
D�ÀHHFH�TXDUWHU�]LS�WRS�DQG�P\�ZDUPHVW�
camo jacket. For my head and face, I 
pulled on a 100 percent wool balaclava.

My legs rarely become cold, so I 
made do with a single layer of wool 
underwear and the jacket’s matching 
pants. Wool socks were coupled with 
a pair of boots with 1,200 grams of 
Thinsulate, and I slipped on a pair of 
insulated gloves. 
,W�WRRN�PH�XQWLO�������D�P��WR�¿QG�DQG�

VFDWWHU�D�ÀRFN��DQG�D�IXOO�WZR�KRXUV�ZHQW�
by before birds began to periodically 
answer my calls. I can’t say that I was 
toasty warm as the hours went by, but 
the wait was tolerable. The 10.8-pound 
jenny I killed at 5:15 p.m. gave me my 
biggest hunting thrill of the season. 

HEAT BOOSTERS
Four key items to consider for ice-cold hunts

Gamehide’s Dave Larsen recommends hunters add these four things to their cold-
weather wardrobe if they don’t use them already.

•  HAND MUFF: Larsen says that many wintertime hunters try to keep their hands 
warm by wearing heavy-duty gloves, but don’t like the bulk when it comes time to 
pull a trigger or release an arrow. The solution, he says, is to wear light gloves and 
keep your hands inside a muff, attached around your waist, until it’s time to shoot.

•  NECK GAITER: Larsen believes one of the areas that hunters often neglect to 
protect is their necks. A warm, soft gaiter does a great job of keeping the wind off 
the neck and face while helping to keep heat from escaping through the collars of 
upper-body layers.

•  FACE MASK: Even a lightweight mask will serve as some protection from the wind 
and cold; a heavy-duty one will help even more. Or try a wool balaclava.

•  BIB OVERALLS: Larsen says his company’s Pant/Bib garment adds an extra layer 
of warmth over the kidney area like a full bib does, but without as much bulk.MULTI-USE 

WARMERS
An environment-friendly, 
air-activated heat pouch

If you’ve made a concerted effort 
to cut down on single-use products 
and are always trying to think of 
ways to repurpose things rather 
than send them to the landfill, 
there’s a new air-activated warmer 
option that’s right up your alley. 
Ignik is the name and reducing 
waste is the company’s game. 

All of Ignik’s warmers, which 
include hand warmers, toe warmers 
and full-foot warmers, come 
in resealable (and recyclable) 
packaging that allow the warmers 
to be used for up to 72 hours after 
the initial opening. On top of that, 
the company claims the warmers 
are 98-percent biodegradable and 
that the all-natural contents of the 
pouches can be added to compost 
once they’re done producing heat. 

The Week-Long Warm Pack 
($29.99; ignik.com) includes 
two pairs of foot warmers 
(which produce 
8 hours of heat), 
six pairs of toe 
warmers (6 
to 8 hours of 
heat) and 12 
pairs of hand 
warmers (10 
hours of heat). 
—John Taranto
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T
hroughout the Northeast region, 
October is the traditional hot 
time to hunt ruffed grouse, but 
it’s hardly the only time. For 

die-hard grouse hunters, it isn’t even the 
best time. In most states from Virginia 
to Maine, bird seasons stretch well into 
December, January or February. While 

weather conditions are not always ideal, 
and hunters might have to pick their days, 
the late-season grouse woods see fewer 
hunters, which offers the opportunity to 
have large parcels of grouse territory all 
to oneself. There is also less foliage, and 
snow is a good possibility, so it’s easier 
to spot and get a bead on birds. 

FOOD AND SHELTER

As with other wild creatures, a grouse’s 
movements are dictated by seasonal 
changes in weather patterns, food avail-
ability and the need for shelter from preda-
tors and deteriorating weather conditions.
Wild berries and other fruits and 

various nuts, buds and seeds are primary 

42   DECEMBER/JANUARY 2023    GAFMAG.COM

HOW-TO

Bag a limit of late-season grouse by focusing on preferred winter habitat.

By Al Raychard
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food sources early in the fall. Once these 
are no longer available, grouse seek out 
rose hips, raisin viburnum, dogwood 
berries, wild apples and other remain-
ing fruit sources. Later, when we get 
into the colder months and these foods 
are gone, grouse concentrate on buds 
of aspen (especially second-growth 

aspen), alder, birch, willow, mountain 
ash and hazelnut.

But it takes more than food to attract 
and hold late-season grouse. They also 
QHHG�FRYHU��6WDQGV�RI�SLQH��VSUXFH��¿U�
and even stands of oak trees holding onto 
their foliage provide thermal cover from 
cold temperatures. Just as important, they 

DOVR�SURYLGH�FRYHU�IURP�À\LQJ�SUHGD-
tors. From a grouse’s perspective, the 
ideal late-fall and early-winter habitat 
features reliable food sources near cover. 
This includes dense timber bordering an 
area that has been cut in recent years, 
as well as dense cover bordering bogs 
and swamps. 
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The best spots to search for grouse in 
winter are areas that provide desirable 
food sources near dense cover.



HIT THE SNOOZE BUTTON

Early-season grouse hunters prefer to get 
up with the sun and hit the woodlands 
early. This is not necessary in the late 
season. Sleep in, get some rest. Ruffed 
grouse carry little fat and need to conserve 
what little they have to get them through 
the winter. Once the cold season arrives, 
grouse move very little; when they do, 
it’s not until daytime temperatures have 
warmed up a bit. When morning tem-
peratures warm quickly above the freez-
ing mark, birds will typically be active 
and feeding after 10 o’clock or 10:30. If 
nighttime temperatures fell well below 
freezing and are slow to rise the next 
morning, noontime to just before sunset 
can be productive, as birds will be out 
feeding before settling in for the night. 

WIND, SUN AND SHADOWS

Grouse don’t like strong or gusty winds, 
especially in cold temperatures. During 
such periods, they generally hold tight 
LQ�GHQVH�SLQHV��¿UV�RU�RWKHU�WKLFN�FRYHU��
often near sheltered lowland pockets 
bordering swamps and bogs or near 
the bases of ridges. They venture out 
only when it’s necessary to feed. Some 
productive gunning is certainly possible 
on windy days, but look for areas with 
food offerings nearby that are protected 
from the wind—where it blows through 
the high treetops, not at ground level.

This is a time to hunt slowly, concen-
WUDWLQJ�RQ�GHQVH�FRYHU�VXFK�DV�SLQHV��¿UV�
and other evergreens with dense limbs 
low to the ground. Those dark, shadowed 
areas allow grouse to blend in with their 
surroundings, hidden from the prying eyes 
of predators and hunters alike.

As temperatures get colder, the sun 
plays an increasing role in both when 
and where grouse will be out and about. 
If wind directions and intensity are co-
operative, open, south-facing ridges and 
VXQ�¿OOHG�RSHQLQJV�DQG�JODGHV�ZKHUH�
birds can take advantage of warming 
temperatures can be hotspots. The same 
LV� WUXH�RI�VXQ�¿OOHG�ZRRGODQG�URDGV�
and trails that course through habitat 
where protective cover and food is 
close at hand. 

DON’T FORGET TO LOOK UP

Keep in mind that grouse, like turkeys, 
roost in trees at night. Since birds usually 
sit tight until the sun has had a chance to 
work its magic, it pays to look up during 

WHERE TO GO
Top public grouse spots across the region

MAINE 

The Bud Leavitt Wildlife Management 

Area covers 6,385 acres of secondary 
upland forests and scattered forested 
wetlands in the towns of Diver-Foxcroft, 
Atkinson, Garland and Charleston, 25 
miles northwest of Bangor. Primary 
access is from Route 15. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Nash Stream Forest offers nearly 
40,000 acres of mixed habitat in 
the towns of Stark, Stratford and 
Columbia. Road access is available, 
but plan to do some walking.

VERMONT 

The Bill Sladyk WMA covers 9,040 
acres of mixed habitat north of 
Island Ponds on Route 114. The Ben 
Cole Clearing Areas are specifically 
managed for ruffed grouse. 

NEW YORK 

Tug Hill WMA covers 5,100 acres of 
hardwood uplands, hardwood-spruce-
fir woodlands and some wet lowlands 
in the town of Montague in Lewis 
County. Expect lots of snow during the 
late grouse season.

PENNSYLVANIA 

Tioga County is home to some 26,599 
acres of state game lands, including 
SGL 37 near Tioga, SGL 208, SGL 

268 and SGL 335. Most are covered 
in hardwood forest, and ruffed grouse 
habitat improvements have been 
conducted on several.     

VIRGINIA

The Little North Mountain WMA 
covers approximately 17,000 acres 
of hilly—and in places quite rugged—
upland hardwoods in Augusta and 
Rockbridge counties. The area offers 
several recent ruffed grouse habitat 
improvement areas.   
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morning forays. This is especially true 
when the temperatures are hovering 
around the freezing mark.

The question here becomes: Should 
we kill roosting birds? Personally, I’ve 
rarely had to make such a decision. No 
matter how carefully I hunt, it seems 
roosting birds inevitably see me before 
,�VHH�WKHP��7KH\�WDNH�ÀLJKW�PRVW�RIWHQ�
because I fail to look up at the right time 
and place, or because I am concentrating 
on lower levels. 

Regardless of personal philosophy, 
scanning the trees from time to time 
is a good way to determine whether 
you are hunting in good grouse terri-
tory. It’s also a potentially good way to 
ÀXVK�ELUGV��2QFH�WKH\�WDNH�ZLQJ��IROORZ�
WKHLU�ÀLJKW�E\�VLJKW�RU�VRXQG��FRQGXFW�
a follow-up stalk and hopefully you’ll 
get a second opportunity.

BUDDY SYSTEM

Regardless of the part of the season, 
hunting with a partner is both more en-
joyable and more advantageous. After 
all, four eyes are better than two and two 
shotguns are better than one when hunt-
ing grouse. Spread out while working 
an area to increase shot opportunities. 
,I�RQH�KXQWHU�ÀXVKHV�D�ELUG�EXW�IDLOV�WR�
get a shot (or misses), his partner could 
very well get a follow-up opportunity. 
A grouse roosted in a tree has an un-
canny habit of putting the tree between 
itself and the approaching hunter when 

LW�ÀXVKHV��$�SDUWQHU�SRVLWLRQHG�DQG�UHDG\�
at a different angle, or standing back in 
a strategic location, might get the shot 
that’s needed.

GROUSE AND SNOW

Snow can be a curse and a blessing dur-
ing the late grouse season depending on 
how much covers the ground. A dusting 
to 5 or 6 inches of powder highlights 
the birds’ brown plumage, making it 

easier to see them on the ground or in 
SLQHV�DQG�¿UV�ZKHQ�VQRZ�EODQNHWV�WKH�
limbs. Be sure to check at the bases of 
food trees, under low-lying branches 
where the snow has yet to accumulate 
and areas where the snow has melted or 
has blown away, exposing the ground. 
Grouse will often seek out these places 
in their search for seeds and other food. 
I generally stay out of the grouse 

woods when snow is crust-covered, 
simply because of the noise created by 
walking. Birds are generally well gone 
before you get anywhere near them. 
Deeper snow depths, anything over 10 
or 12 inches, can make navigating dense 
cover a pain, and hidden obstacles are 
easy to trip over. I’ve spooked birds on 
the ground with these snow depths, but 
WKH�GHHSHU�WKH�VQRZ�WKH�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�
it is for birds to get around, so I give a 
lot of attention to the trees.

CHANGE CHOKES AND LOADS

Late-season grouse woods are typically 
PRUH�RSHQ�WKDQ�LQ�2FWREHU��ZKHQ�����WR�
15-yard shots might have been typical 
in dense foliage. During the late season, 
20-yard and longer shots are quite pos-
sible due to the open landscape. Hunting 
with an improved cylinder will help bag 
grouse at greater distances. If you use 
No. 8 shot early in the season, consider 
switching to No. 7 or 7 1/2 shot now. 

If possible, time a hunt after a fresh 
snowfall. Soft powder makes for  

quieter walking than old, crusty snow.
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Favorite duck hole frozen over? 

Head to moving water for some jump-shooting fun.
By Scott Linden

One nice thing about jump-shooting 
is that you don’t have to be on the 

scene at 0-dark-thirty. In fact, a 
mid-morning start is typically best.
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I
n a rare case of the stars perfect-
ly aligning, we’d limited on ruffed 
grouse. After the shock wore off, 
we got a look at the clock and 

debated the propriety of an early happy 
hour. Then my partner remembered the 
small creek nestled deep in one of the 
draws we’d pushed. Unlike every near-
by pond languishing under a layer of 
ice, the creek’s sparkling, emerald pools 
UHÀHFWHG�WKH�ZHDN�ZLQWHU�VXQ��7KH�RQO\�
open water for miles, they’d harbored 
ducks earlier in the day until our dogs 
bumped them out as they crashed through 
the brush in search of a drink.
We put the dogs up, swapped ammo 

and went into sneaky mode, ghost-
ing through the timber, choosing our 
steps like whitetail hunters. When we 
emerged, the local mallard population 
was short a couple drakes. Our breath 
clouding in the chilly air, we broke 
out the libation and thanked the ducks, 

Mother Nature and my buddy’s one 
good idea of the trip.
We were a little wiser, we got more 

mileage from a hunting day, we brought 
home more meat for the tribe and a stel-
lar day became epic. Who doesn’t need 
more of those? Whether as an adjunct 
to an upland hunt or when still water is 
locked in ice, jump shooting waterfowl 
LV�D�ZD\�WR�¿W�DQRWKHU�GD\�RU�WKUHH�LQWR�
hunting season.

DON’T JUST SIT THERE

As a committed upland hunter (some 
say I should be committed), sitting in a 
blind staring at the sky is not my idea of 
a good time, even when it’s not cold and 
wet. I’d rather go to the hunt than wait 
for the hunt to (maybe) come to me, so 
jump-shooting is my go-to strategy if I 
want to put ducks in the Dutch oven or 
take smoked goose breast to the next 
holiday party.

Jump-shooting is a catch-all term for 
freelance waterfowl hunting tactics that 
don’t involve shivering in a blind, doing 
much calling or even using decoys. The 
roles are largely reversed. Hunters are 
moving, sometimes a lot. The ducks and 
geese are holed up in a piece of open 
water until we get there and “jump” them.

As temperatures drop, jump shooters 
have a decided advantage over blind-
bound hunters. We can seek out moving 
water that freezes later or less frequently 
than ponds and lakes. We can move with 
ease, discovering the open eddies, pools 
and edges often found even on frozen-
over rivers. Jump shooting is Zen-like, 
our minds completely occupied by the 
mantra of intelligence gathering, recon-
naissance, strategy and tactics. 

Ready to try it? Here are 12 tips to 
help you get moving after ducks and 
geese while our brethren’s teeth are chat-
tering as they’re hunkered in a blind.
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A dog isn’t required for a lot jump-shooting 
scenarios, but can come in handy when the 
water is deep or fast-moving. It should be  
well behaved or kept on a lead until needed.
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1
Plan Ahead: Research where creeks 
and rivers are open to hunting and are 
possibly the only open water in a world 
of icy ponds. Consult maps, do some 
scouting and spend some time on your 
mobile mapping app. 

2
Formulate a Strategy: String together 
a few likely spots, so if one doesn’t 
pan out, another might—without a long 
drive in between. Plot your approach 
for maximum concealment and stealth. 
6WDUW�E\�¿QGLQJ�VWUHDPV�QHDU�NQRZQ�
waterfowl hangouts that freeze late in 
the season. Don’t overlook your favorite 
smallmouth stream.

3
Have Another Cup of Coffee: We 
ambush waterfowl after they’ve fed 
in the morning and have found a safe 
place to rest for the day. Mid-morning 
is a good starting time. Likewise, your 
best hunting might be when ducks leave 
those spots and head for their evening 
IHHG��,I�\RX¶UH�WKHUH�ZKHQ�WKH\�À\��DOO�
the better.

4
Go Full Ninja: Move with maximum 
stealth. Use every tree trunk, bush and 
hummock to conceal your movement. 
Taking a dog? Silence his collar tags 
and keep him on a lead.

5
Be Like Patton: The war hero was a 
legendary tactician. Earn your general’s 
stars by assessing the situation before 
you (quietly) shut the truck door. Glass 
WKH�DUHD�WR�¿QG�GXFNV�RU�JHHVH�DQG�SODQ�
the smartest approach. Use low spots, 
dikes, terraces, natural sounds and veg-
etation to cover your stalk. If there’s 
another truck parked in “your” spot, head 
up- or downstream and set up to pass-
shoot the birds that other guy spooks.

6
Stop, Look, Listen: As you get close, 
you may hear ducks gabbling or splashing 
and geese honking. Alter your sneak as 
necessary. Look through cover for pieces 
of birds and glints of water. Watch your 
step. The last thing you need is a plunge 
into a beaver hole when it’s go-time.

THE ESSENTIALS
Traveling light is one of the joys of jump-shooting, but  

there are a few items you’ll want to be sure to have along.

•  YOUR FAVORITE DOUBLE GUN: A 
third shot is exceedingly rare when 
jump-shooting. A modified choke 
covers most pass-shooting duties and 
close-in jump shots. Number 2 steel 
is a good load for ducks; opt for BBs 
for geese.

•  SHOTGUN SLING: Helps to keep your 
hands free for busting brush, handling 
a dog lead and maybe even carrying 
a few decoys.

•  CAMO: It might get you a couple 
steps closer to the riverbank before 
you’re busted, which can be the 
difference between a hit and a whiff.

•  MULTIPLE LAYERS: You may want to 
peel one off after a long sneak or add 
one if the weather turns.

•  HIP BOOTS: Just in case, but 
definitely if you don’t have a dog.

•  MAP OR APP: Often, the most direct 
route to a waterfowl loafing areas is 
hardly the easiest one.

•  BINOCULAR: Keep an eye on birds 
throughout your approach to sense 
for any wariness.

•  DOG LEAD: While Rover will serve his 
purpose after you drop birds in the 
drink, he needs to be in control up 
until then.

•  A CALL OR TWO: Leave the lanyard at 
the truck and put your favorite call in 
your pocket just in case you need to 
chat up the birds.

•  FIRE STARTERS: Carry a couple in 
case you take an inadvertent dip and 
need to warm up pronto.

•  DUCK STRAP OR BACKPACK: You 
know, in case you actually shoot 
something.

Finally, do everyone a favor—including search-and-rescue volunteers—and be self-
contained and safe. Bring survival and first-aid equipment, hunt with a buddy and 
tell someone reliable where you’re going and when you’ll be back. Tell them how 
long they should wait before calling the sheriff. Give them a map with your spots 
circled. Before you load your shotgun, mark your parking place on your GPS or 
phone. Be aware of property lines, leave gates the way you found them and give 
livestock a wide berth—unless you’re helping with an impromptu round-up.
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Always carry multiple fire-starting 
devices in the event you take an 

unexpected swim in the icy water.
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7
Find Calm Water: Waterfowl don’t 
want to battle current when they’re 
settled for the day, so they’ll seek the 
quieter inside and outside edges of a 
creek’s twists and turns. Look for ox-
bows and back eddies, too.

8
Pair Up and Spread Out: Work out a 
few basic hand signals with your partner 
and split up as you approach a likely 
spot. Ducks move. Water does too. Your 
quarry may not be where you burst out 
of cover for the shot. If your buddy is 
up or downstream, he might get a shot, 
or vice-versa. 

9
Work the Wind: Skittish waterfowl 
will seek quieter pockets in cattails, or 
hang behind a log jam that breaks the 
wind. Once pushed into the air, they’ll 
most often turn into the wind. Be there.

10
Be Patient:�(YHU\�ÀRFN�W\SLFDOO\�KDV�D�
slow learner. Reload once you’ve cursed 
WKH�EXON�RI�WKH�EXQFK�DV�WKH\�ÀHZ�DZD\�
unscathed, and remember that ducks 
and geese choose their resting spots for 
a reason. They may come back. If you 
brought decoys, deploy them and sit 
tight. Consider tootling a come-back call.

11
Anticipate Obstruction: Someday 
I’ll re-invent skeet shooting by planting 
D�EXQFK�RI�WHOHSKRQH�SROHV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��
For grouse hunters and jump-shooters, 
it’ll be quite natural to shoot through 
and around those ersatz “trees” without 
a second thought. If your best shot is 
swinging through a streamside alder, do 
it. A pro guide once called it “shooting 
at the ghost” of a bird.

12
Be Good: We once had to push an es-
caped herd of cattle off the road to get 
to our spot. Then we found the nearest 
house and reported what we’d done. Our 
good deed resulted in an invitation to hunt 
the owner’s secret spot on the far side 
of his pasture. We employed tips 2, 4, 6, 
7 and 8, and brought a couple redheads 
to Thanksgiving dinner that night. 
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Mallards and Canada geese are 
among the most hardy waterfowl. 
As long as there’s open water and 
available food, they’ll stick around.

Just as ducks prefer to land into the wind, they 
also like to take off into it. Keep this in mind 

when planning your route to their holding area.
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HOW-TO

At the end of the season, whitetails are focused on 

recovering from the rut and preparing for winter. 

These are the foods they seek out 
to accomplish both.

By Zack Vucurevich



W
inter in the Northeast can be 
brutal for a deer herd. Fresh 
off the heels of the rut, most 
bucks have lost 20 to 25 

percent of their body weight and are left 
to replenish their fat reserves during the 
greatest nutritional bottleneck of the 
calendar year. 

Couple their dietary needs with the 
weather conditions they are facing—bit-
terly cold temperatures, howling winds 
and heavy snowfalls—and it’s a wonder 
that deer don’t succumb to winter kill 
more often. But how can we, as hunt-
HUV��XVH�WKLV�WR�RXU�DGYDQWDJH�WR�¿OO�RXU�
late-season tags?

As a wildlife biologist and habitat 
consultant, my primary concern when-
ever I am working on a property in the 
Northeast is late-season habitat. Not 
only are deer here desperate for quality 
food resources to make up for what they 
lost during the rut, but their metabolism 
is the most important mechanism they 
have for generating internal heat to stay 
warm. For this reason, your late-season 
hunting strategy is simple: It’s time to 
hunt the kitchen. 

RED OAKS

While acorns are low in protein, they 
are extremely high in carbohydrates 
and fats—42 percent and 52 percent, 
respectively. These carbs and fats are 
what help replenish a deer’s fat reserves 
and keep it warm throughout the winter. 
Because of their nutritional content, a 
productive oak grove is tough to beat for 
late-season hunting success. With that 
in mind, it is important to understand 
that not all acorns are created equal.
Whitetails can and will eat all acorns, 

though certain varieties are preferred 
over others. Factors such as availability 
DQG�WLPH�RI�\HDU�ZLOO�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�GHHU¶V�
decision to visit one oak species over 
another. Survey your hunting buddies on 
what acorn is most preferred by deer, and 
the answer will be a unanimous “white 
oak.” While this is true, it is important 
to understand why. 

Although every acorn contains tan-
nic acid, the concentration of tannins 
is what determines the palatability of a 
particular acorn type. Because of their 
low tannin levels, white oak acorns are 
the most desired by whitetail. 

So if white oak acorns are more at-
tractive to deer, why do we focus on JO
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Deer consume browse not just to fill 
their stomachs, but also to stay warm. 
Digesting foods with high lignin con-
tent helps stoke their metabolism.
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red oaks during the late season? It’s all 
about timing. Because white oaks drop 
their crop from late August through early 
September, deer key in on that desirable 
food source during that period and will 
generally ignore the red oak acorns. White 
oaks will also germinate shortly after 
hitting the ground, making them less at-
tractive to deer once they do. Due to their 
higher tannin content, red oaks acorns 
“preserve” better through the winter since 
they germinate the following spring.

How to Hunt: Being able to identify 
D�UHG�RDN� LV� WKH�¿UVW�VWHS� WR�VXFFHVV-
fully hunting over one. Luckily, the 
bark of species in the red oak family 
is conspicuous and easy to identify. It 
is fairly smooth (compared to its white 
oak counterparts), dark brown or gray in 
color and has thin, shiny veins running 
down the trunk that are typically of a 
reddish color. I often think these veins 
look like interwoven ski slopes running 
down the length of the trunk.  
If you aren’t aware of where the red 

oak groves are growing in the area you 
hunt, let the deer tell you. Because of 
their tolerance for dry soils, red oaks 
can typically be found on ridge tops 
and south-facing hillsides. A productive 
grove of red oaks can be an absolute 
dynamite hang-and-hunt scenario during 
the late season. Grab your tree saddle or 
climbing stand and follow the tracks and 
WUDLOV�XQWLO�\RX�¿QG�IUHVK�VLJQ�XQGHU�RQH�
RU�D�FOXVWHU�RI�UHG�RDN�WUHHV��,I�\RX�¿QG�
a good stand of trees but don’t see any 
fresh sign, move on to the next one. If 
you observe evidence of deer pawing at 
the ground in search of acorns and fresh 
scat, pick a tree to climb and hang tight.

YOUNG FOREST HABITAT

Woody browse—plant material high 
in lignin content, such as twigs, buds 
and stems—can constitute up to 80 
percent of a deer’s diet during the win-
ter months.

Being ruminants, deer have a multi-
chambered stomach like cows, sheep 
and goats. This means they can process 
tough-to-digest plant materials through 

a microbial fermentation process in the 
front chamber of their stomach before 
digestion. Why is this important? As 
stated earlier, a deer’s metabolism is 
what generates heat and keeps them 
warm through the harsh winter months.

7KH�SODFH�WR�¿QG�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRQ-
centration of woody browse will be 
young forest habitat. In the Northeast, 
look for aspen or poplar cuts, clear cuts 
or any other intense timber harvest or 
thinning. In this region, a young for-
est will be productive for deer from 
the time of harvest up through 7 to 10 
years post-harvest, depending on the 
site. North- and east-facing slopes will 
mature at a slower rate than south- and 
west-facing slopes. Species composition 
will also dictate how long these young 
forests are a productive food source 
for deer. For example, an aspen cut 
will regenerate at a faster rate than a 
hardwood cut. 

As the seedlings and stump sprouts 
turn to saplings and eventually to young 
trees, they begin to shade each other out 
and grow out of the reach of the deer. 
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…and the resulting young forest habitat 
deer like for its woody browse. Find areas 
that were cut within the past 7 to 10 years.

If you hunt public land late in the season, 
Google Earth’s timelapse feature is a handy 
tool for identifying recent timber cuts…

BEFORE AFTER

Red oak acorns are higher in tannins than 
their white oak cousins. As such, deer usu-

ally don’t target them until the white oak 
crop is exhausted later in the season.
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Without standing on its hind legs, a deer 
can only reach limbs that are 4 to 5 feet 
above the ground, so it is important to 
take advantage of these food sources 
while they are available. 

How to Hunt: My favorite tool for 
scouting for young forest habitat is the 
timelapse feature on Google Earth, espe-
cially when hunting public land. Search 
for your hunting area (WMA, national 
forest, etc.) in the app and look for re-
cent timber harvests by scanning for 
large chunks of missing canopy. Once 
\RX�¿QG�D�SRVVLEOH�KDUYHVW�DUHD��VOLGH�
the time bar at the top of the screen to 
look back on aerial images of the same 
piece of ground from years past. If the 
most recent images are from 2020, but 
you slide back to, say, 2015, and the 
canopy is contiguous, you know the 
harvest has occurred sometime in the 

last 7 years. This feature can save you 
countless hours and miles of hiking 
only to discover the harvest is mature 
beyond the point of being a productive 
hunting location.

Another resource I readily utilize 
is a simple phone call to the wildlife 
manager of the WMA or the district 
ranger for the national forest I want to 
hunt. It might take a little effort, but with 
a good attitude and some old-fashioned 
GHWHFWLYH�ZRUN��\RX�FDQ�TXLFNO\�¿JXUH�
out where the most recent timber harvest 
has occurred. I like to utilize the log-
ging roads and landing strips from the 
timber harvest both for access and for 
choosing a hunting location. Consider 
using some of the debris left behind to 
construct a brush blind, as you will be 
limited to hunting the outskirts of the 
young forest due to limited visibility. 

OLD FIELD HABITAT

Much like young forest habitats, old 
¿HOGV� DWWUDFW� GHHU� IRU� WKHLU� ZRRG\�
browse, albeit in a different form. Old 
¿HOGV� WHQG�WR�KDYH�KHDY\�VKUXE�DQG�
bramble components. American plum, 
sumac, elderberry, dogwood and black-
berry are some of my favorite species to 
HQFRXQWHU�ZKHQ�VFRXWLQJ�DQ�ROG�¿HOG��
2OG�¿HOGV�DOVR�KDYH�WKH�DGGHG�EHQH¿W�RI�
possessing perennial forbs. Even though 
these forbs go dormant during the winter 
months, many of them will still be green 

WHAT ABOUT FOOD PLOTS?
Planted plots can attract deer in winter but are hardly a slam dunk.

As a habitat consultant and biologist, I love food plots and incorporate them as part 
of nearly every management plan I write, but they are not a cure-all, especially in 
the Northeast. Due to the terrain and short growing season, many food plotters are 
limited to what they can reasonably plant for their deer. Often we are restricted to 
small-acreage plots, leading to over-grazing and failed plantings. Unless you plant 
standing corn or sorghum, there is a good likelihood that whatever you planted will 
be under feet of snow in December and January. It is for these reasons that I prefer 
to focus my late-season efforts on natural food sources during this time.
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Deer gravitate to old fields in  
winter for easy pickings on shrubs, 
brambles and perennial forbs.



and nutritious at the base, where deer 
will paw down through the snow to 
reach the lush food source when there’s 
no other greenery to eat. 

How to Hunt: Much like looking for 
young forest habitats, I do most of my 
VFRXWLQJ�IRU�ROG�¿HOG�ORFDWLRQV�GLJLWDOO\��
Using your favorite mapping software, 
look for areas that look “messy” from 
the aerial images. Most often found 
on neglected pasture lands and around 
ÀRRG�SODLQV��ROG�¿HOG�KDELWDWV�FDQ�EH�
easily distinguished from the surround-
ing woodlands and agriculture. If you 
DUH�KXQWLQJ�DURXQG�D�ÀRRG�FRQWURO�ODNH��
look for areas where the creeks dump 
LQWR�WKH�¿QJHUV�RI�WKH�PDLQ�ODNH��7KHVH�
DUHDV�ÀRRG�HYHU\�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV��DQG�WKH�
standing water will help “drown” many 
of the tree species and promote moisture-
loving shrubs such as buttonbush. These 
spots offer great opportunities to hunt 
areas that other hunters don’t have the 
means or determination to access. 

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Fern Patches: These are especially 
important for those who hunt the big 
woods. While deer typically won’t feed 
on the leaves of ferns during the grow-
ing season, the bulbs of the plants can 
become a highly desirable food source 
for deer making a living in the deep 
timber. Deer will dig them out of the 
ground through the snow. 

Locust Bean Pods: If you know of an 
area full of locust trees, don’t overlook 
their bean pods as a late-season food 
source. I’ve witnessed deer in West 
Virginia bed down and wait for the 
wind to blow these large pods off the 
tree. When pods hit the ground, the deer 
will stand up, walk over and consume 
them, then go back to where they were 
bedded and wait for the next wind gust 
to knock more of them down. 

Persimmons: The great thing about 
a mature persimmon tree is it can hold 
its fruit all the way through January. 
If you live in an area blessed with per-
simmon groves, do not think of these 
trees as simply a “candy crop” only 
available during early fall. Keep tabs 
on the persimmons in your area, and 
see if any of them are holding fruit late 
into the winter. W
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Locust bean pods are a somewhat 
overlooked late-season food option, 

but can be a deer magnet when 
acorns and browse are limited.
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Sid Brown and I were hovering over a 
crib that had been hot my last time out. 
7KH�VRQDU�XQLW�VKRZHG�SOHQW\�RI�¿VK�
life in and around the wooden structure. 
During the next few hours, from this 

spot and similar ones, we plucked crap-
pies up to 15 inches, yellow perch, a 
walleye and a couple big channel cats. 
We also boated a nice musky that was 
likely making good use of the varied 
fodder found there. It was a nice way 
to close out the open-water season. The 
lake iced over the next day.

FISH MAGNETS

Deep submerged wood becomes a mag-
QHW�IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�JDPH¿VK�DQG�SDQ¿VK�
species during the late fall. Cover that 
ZDV�GHYRLG�RI�¿VK�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VXP-
mer months suddenly becomes alive 
DIWHU�IDOO�WXUQRYHU�DQG�¿VK�KDYH�DFFHVV�
to the entire water column. In addition 
to the species mentioned at the outset, I 
also consistently catch both largemouth 
and smallmouth bass from these areas.

Primarily, I’m talking about sub-
merged cover located offshore. While 

T
KH�GULYH�WR�WKH�ODNH�ZDV�¿OOHG�
with both anticipation and ap-
prehension. A series of sub-
merged cribs in 25 to 28 feet 

of water had been quite productive dur-
ing recent trips, accounting for the for-
mer. As for the latter, it was mid-De-
cember, and I knew open-water action 
would soon come to a halt.

Thankfully, the lake’s surface had only 
D�WKLQ�OD\HU�RI�VNLP�LFH²QRWKLQJ�P\�
deep vee would have a problem busting 
through. Within a few minutes, my friend 
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HOW-TO

KNOCK ON

Change your luck before ice-up by 

targeting your favorite 

freshwater species 

around submerged 

woody cover.

By Jeff Knapp
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VKRUHOLQH�OD\GRZQV�ZLOO�KROG�¿VK²
particularly ones along creek channel 
VZLQJV�WKDW�IDOO�LQWR�GHHSHU�ZDWHU²WKH\�
DOVR�WHQG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH�
due to the fact that they’re visible. I 
PXFK�SUHIHU�WR�¿QG�FRYHU�ZHOO�GHWDFKHG�
from shore that sees much less attention. 
In general, submerged wood comes 

in the form of brush piles, tree limbs 
and cribs. This cover can make its way 
into a lake or reservoir naturally, or it 
can be placed there by man. Along steep 
shorelines trees can topple into the water. 
When you see a splintered tree truck along 

the bank, it’s worth investigating (with 
sonar) the nearby lake bottom for the tree 
that once stood there. Wood can also be 
washed into reservoirs during high-water 
events, where it becomes waterlogged and 
eventually embeds in the lake bottom.

Brushpiles and cribs are commonly 
introduced for the sole purpose of attract-
LQJ�¿VK��HLWKHU�E\�DQJOHUV�RU�E\�UHVRXUFH�
agencies responsible for managing the 
waterway. In some states it’s illegal for 
individuals to take it upon themselves to 
place cover in a public lake or reservoir. 

Regarding depth, submerged wood 
in 15- to 30-foot depths has been the 
most productive in my experience, espe-
cially 20 to 25 feet. Cover shallower that 
that doesn’t seem to have the stability 
WR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�KROG�¿VK��,�UDUHO\�¿VK�
deeper than 30 feet due to concerns of 
barotrauma should I prefer to release 
¿VK��ZKLFK�,�W\SLFDOO\�GR��&UDSSLHV�GRQ¶W�
fare well when taken from depths greater 
than 25 feet. 

LOCATING GOOD WOOD

$V�ZLWK�DQ\�¿VKLQJ�VFHQDULR��\RX¶YH�JRW�
WR�¿QG�WKHP�EHIRUH�\RX�FDQ�FDWFK�WKHP��
,Q�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LV�ORFDWLQJ�
and evaluating deep wood cover.  Once 
that’s accomplished, you can determine 
LWV�¿VK�DWWUDFWLQJ�SRWHQWLDO�

6RPH�VWDWH�¿VKHULHV�PDQDJHPHQW�
agencies offer habitat improvement 
maps that show the general location of 
items such as cribs. It’s worth an online 
search to see if this is the case in your 
state, as it can greatly hasten things.
Whether it’s sunken treetops, brush-

piles or cribs, bigger is generally better. 
More is better, too, as is taller. A single, 
branchless tree limb lying tight to the 
ERWWRP�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�PXFK�¿VK�DWWUDFWLQJ�
power. But a treetop that’s loaded with 
branches and lying at a 45-degree angle 
that puts the uppermost cover 10 feet 
off the bottom, does. 

The same goes for cribs. Short struc-
tures that rise a couple of feet might hold 

Offshore wood cover sees less fishing 
pressure—and typically holds more 

fish—than laydowns along the shore.
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A wide range of species, including 
bass, panfish and catfish, gravitate 
to submerged cribs, brush piles and 
tree limbs after the fall turnover.
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¿VK��%XW�RQHV�GRXEOH�WKDW�KHLJKW�DUH�PXFK�
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR��%UXVK�FULEV�WKDW�FRPELQH�
D�FULE�ZLWK�ODVKHG�EUXVK�H[WHQGLQJ�YHUWL-
FDOO\�RIWHQ�TXDOLI\�DV�D�¿VK�7DM�0DKDO��

$Q�DUUD\�RI����FULEV�ZLOO�PRVW�OLNHO\�
KROG�PRUH�¿VK��DQG�PRUH�FRQVLVWHQWO\��
WKDQ�D�TXDUWHU�DV�PDQ\��,I�EUXVK�SLOHV�DUH�
QHDUE\��VR�PXFK�WKH�EHWWHU��$QG�MXVW�OLNH�
ZHHG�RU�URFN�FRYHU��VXEPHUJHG�ZRRG�
ORFDWHG�RQ�VWUXFWXUH�VXFK�DV�D�SRLQW�RU�
FKDQQHO�OHGJH�WHQGV�WR�EH�PRUH�SURGXF-
WLYH�WKDQ�WKDW�IRXQG�RQ�DQ�RWKHUZLVH�
IHDWXUHOHVV�ÀDW��

SONAR FOR THE WIN

(OHFWURQLFV�SOD\�D�KXJH�UROH�LQ�ORFDWLQJ�
VXEPHUJHG�ZRRG�DQG�GHWHUPLQLQJ�LI�¿VK�
DUH�SUHVHQW��7UDGLWLRQDO��'�VRQDU�ZLOO�
ORFDWH�ZRRG��EXW�LW¶V�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�
VLQFH�WKH�ERDW�PXVW�SDVV�GLUHFWO\�RYHU�RI�
LW��%HLQJ�DEOH�WR�VFDQ�WR�WKH�VLGH��*DUPLQ�
6LGH9��� /RZUDQFH� 6WUXFWXUH6FDQ��
+XPPLQELUG�6LGH�,PDJLQJ��YDVWO\�LQ-
FUHDVHV�HI¿FLHQF\�LQ�ORFDWLQJ�VXEPHUJHG�
ZRRG�FRYHU��$Q\WLPH�,�VHH�SRWHQWLDO�ZRRG�
RQ�P\�*DUPLQ�(FKRPDS�8OWUD��,�PDUN�
WKH�ORFDWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�LFRQ�DQG�H[DPLQH�
LW�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�DQJOHV�WR�JHW�WKH�EHVW�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW¶V�SUHVHQW�

6LGH�VFDQQLQJ�VRQDU�FDQ�DOVR�VKRZ�
¿VK²HVSHFLDOO\�RQHV�VXVSHQGLQJ� LQ�

EUDQFKHV²EXW� WKLV� LV� ZKHUH� GRZQ�
VFDQQLQJ��*DUPLQ�&OHDU9���/RZUDQFH�
'RZQVFDQ��+XPPLQELUG�'RZQ�,PDJLQJ��
UHDOO\�FRPHV�LQWR�SOD\��7KH�WDUJHW�VHSDUD-
WLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKLV��'�OLNH�YLHZ�SDLQWV�
D�JUHDW�SLFWXUH�RI�ZKDW��RU�ZKDW¶V�QRW��
SUHVHQW��,Q�P\�RSLQLRQ��VFDQQLQJ�FRYHU�
DW���WR���PSK�ZKLOH�FRPSDULQJ�DOO�WKUHH�
VRQDU�YLHZV²�'��VLGH�LPDJH�DQG�GRZQ�
LPDJH²LV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�
¿VK�DUH�KROGLQJ�RQ�ZRRG�FRYHU��

FEATURE PRESENTATION

+DYLQJ�ORFDWHG�GHHS�ZRRG�FRYHU�DQG�
YHUL¿HG�WKDW�¿VK�DUH�KROGLQJ�RQ�LW��LW¶V�
QRZ�WLPH� WR� WDUJHW� WKHP��*LYHQ� WKH�
UHODWLYH�GHSWK�DW�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�KROG-
LQJ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VSHFLHV��D�YHUWLFDO�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\��(YHQ�WKRXJK�
D�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�JDPH¿VK�DQG�SDQ¿VK�FDQ�
EH�WDNHQ�IURP�VXFK�FRYHU��,¶YH�IRXQG�
WKH�OXUHV�QHHGHG�DUH�TXLWH�VLPSOH��7KHVH�
LQFOXGH�EODGH�EDLWV��EXFNWDLO� MLJV�DQG�
MLJJLQJ�VSRRQV��$OO�WKUHH�FDQ�EH�ZRUNHG�
DURXQG�FRYHU�DQG�KDYH�TXDOLWLHV� WKDW�
WULJJHU�ELWHV�LQ�FROG�ZDWHU��$�JRRG�OXUH�
UHWULHYHU�LV�DOVR�KDQG\�WR�KDYH�DORQJ��

$W�D�WLPH�RI�\HDU�WKDW�EULQJV�FROG��ZLQG�
DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�FKDOOHQJLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��
ERDW�FRQWURO�LV�SDUDPRXQW��,�DOZD\V�¿VK�
LQWR�WKH�ZLQG��KRYHULQJ�RYHU�FRYHU�DV�,�
¿VK�LW�E\�XVLQJ�WKH�VSRW�ORFN�IHDWXUH�RQ�WKH�
ERZ�WUROOLQJ�PRWRU�WR�KROG�PH�LQ�SODFH��
/DFNLQJ�VSRW�ORFN��PDUN�D�VSRW�ZLWK�D�
PDUNHU�EXR\�DV�D�SRLQW�RI�UHIHUHQFH�DQG�
PHWKRGLFDOO\�ZRUN�WKH�ZDWHU�DURXQG�LW�
,�SUHIHU�����RXQFH�EODGH�EDLWV�DQG�

MLJJLQJ�VSRRQV��DQG�����RXQFH�EXFN-
WDLOV��$OO�DUH�¿VKHG�RQ�D�UHODWLYHO\�VKRUW�
VSLQQLQJ�URG��VXFK�DV�6W��&URL[¶V���IRRW�
��LQFK�(\HFRQ��PHGLXP�SRZHU��H[WUD�
IDVW�DFWLRQ���$������VL]H�VSLQQLQJ�UHHO�
LV�VSRROHG�ZLWK�DQ�XOWUD�WKLQ�EUDLG�OLNH�
���WR����SRXQG�WHVW�6X¿[�1DQREUDLG��7KH�
WKLQ�OLQH�DOORZV�WKH�OXUH�WR�VLQN�UDSLGO\�
DQG�WUDQVPLWV�VWULNHV�ZHOO��$�VKRUW�OHDGHU�
RI����SRXQG�WHVW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�LV�MRLQHG�
ZLWK�D�EDUUHO�VZLYHO�DQG�WHUPLQDWHG�ZLWK�
D�90&�FUDQNEDLW�VQDS��7KH�VQDS�PDNHV�
FKDQJLQJ�OXUHV�HDV\�DQG�SUHYHQWV�NQRW�
IDLOXUH�DW�WKH�OXUH�IURP�WKH�MLJJLQJ�PRWLRQ�

A crappie will often strike a lure 
from below. Feel for slack in the 
line as the fish pushes the lure up-
ward, and prepare to set the hook.

Utilize 2D, side- and 
down-image views 

simultaneously 
when scanning 

woody cover.
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%DVLFDOO\��,�¿VK�DOO�WKUHH�OXUHV�ZLWK�
D�VKRUW�EXW�VKDUS�XSZDUG�VQDS�RI�D�IHZ�
LQFKHV��WKHQ�IROORZ�WKH�OXUH�EDFN�RQ�D�
VHPL�WLJKW�OLQH��3DXVH�WKH�OXUH�IRU�D�IHZ�
VHFRQGV�EHIRUH�UHSHDWLQJ��6RPH�KLWV�
RFFXU�RQ�WKH�IDOO��RWKHUV�RQ�WKH�SDXVH��
:LWK�FUDSSLHV��LW¶V�QRW�XQXVXDO�IRU�WKH�
KLW�WR�FRPH�IURP�EHORZ��LQ�ZKLFK�FDVH�

BUNDLE UP
Stay on the water longer by dressing for the weather.

Wintertime open-water fishing is only fun if you can stay comfortable. Keeping your 
core warm is relatively easy. Starting out with a base layer of merino wool or synthetic 
underwear, adding an air-trapping insulating layer and capping things off with a wind 
barrier like your standard raingear should suffice. The walk from the parking lot to 
the boat isn’t the same as hiking to a deer stand, so overheating or even perspiring 
shouldn’t be an issue. The extremities—head, hands and feet—are the issue. Having 
fished in cold weather for three and a half decades, I offer these solutions.

HAT: A wool beanie with a brim, such as Carhartt’s Knit Visor Hat, keeps your head 
and ears warm and the sun (on the days it decides to show itself) out of your eyes. 

FEET: Neoprene boots 14 to 16 inches tall and at least one size bigger than 
normal allow ample air circulation. A heavy pair of merino wool socks will likely 
provide the needed warmth; add a pair of wool ankle socks for thickness if 
needed. The boots will also aid at the landing, as docks are typically pulled now.

HANDS: I use fingerless wool gloves combined with chemical hand warmers. Wool 
is a hook magnet, but nothing else keeps my hands as warm when wet—and they 
will get wet. Take along as many pairs as you think you need, and then one more. 
When your hands start to protest, take a break and sink them into pockets that are 
toasty warm from the hand warmers. 

A wool cap and wool gloves  
are essential parts of the  
author’s wintertime fishing outfit.

WKH�OLQH�JRHV�VODFN�DV�WKH\�SXVK�WKH�OXUH�
XSZDUG��%DVV�GR�WKLV��WRR��DW�WLPHV��

7KHUH¶V�DQ�DUW�WR�ZRUNLQJ�OXUHV�DURXQG�
VQDJJ\�FRYHU��3DUW�RI� LW�FRPHV�IURP�
ZRUNLQJ�ERWK�RYHU�DQG�QHDU�WKH�FRYHU��
:KHQ�\RX¶UH�RYHU�LW��YHUL¿HG�E\�WKH�
VRQDU�UHWXUQ��¿VK�WKH�XSSHU�UHDFKHV�RI�
WKH�FRYHU��:KHQ�\RX¶UH�QH[W�WR�LW��\RX�

FDQ�GURS�ULJKW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ERWWRP��,I�
\RX�IHHO�WKH�OXUH�KDQJLQJ�XS�LQ�WKH�ZRRG��
UHVLVW�WKH�LPSXOVH�WR�\DQN�LW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�
OLNHO\�HQVXUH�D�VQDJ��2IWHQWLPHV��\RX�
FDQ�ZRUN� WKH�OXUH�IUHH�LI�\RX�VLPSO\�
VKDNH�\RXU�URG�WLS��

%DVV�VHHP� WR� OLNH� WR�PLOO� DURXQG�
FRYHU��VXFK�DV�D�FOXVWHU�RI�FULEV��)RU�
WKDW�UHDVRQ��LW�RIWHQ�SD\V�WR�FDPS�RXW�
EHWZHHQ�FULEV��PDNLQJ�FRQWDFW�DV�¿VK�
PRYH�WKURXJK��&UDSSLHV�VXVSHQG�KLJKHU�
LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�FROXPQ��VR�EH�VXUH�WR�¿VK�
DUHDV�RII�ERWWRP�E\�FUDQNLQJ�XS�D�WXUQ�
RU�WZR��PDNLQJ�D�IHZ�MLJV��WKHQ�FUDQNLQJ�
XS�D�FRXSOH�PRUH�WXUQV��

Vertical presentations work best when fishing 
submerged wood. Blade baits, jigging spoons 
and bucktail jigs are top lure choices.

The sweet spot for cold-weather bass and 
other species is between 20 and 25 feet down.

W

W
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DESTINATIONS

Given the amount of land and 
lack of hunting pressure at West 
Mountain WMA, whitetails have 
the potential to grow old and big.

Head deep into the 

big woods of Vermont’s 

Northeast Kingdom 
for a shot at a mature, 

late-season buck.

By Al Raychard
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E
very whitetail hunter has his or 
KHU�IDYRULWH�WHFKQLTXH�IRU�¿OO-
ing tags, and if you’re like most 
modern deer hunters, you prob-

ably spend the majority of your time in 
a treestand or ground blind. You attempt 
to lure deer to your stand with any num-
ber of calls, decoys and scents, and you 
use soaps, detergents, shampoos and 
activated carbon clothing that promise 
to help you hunt “scent-free.” To be 
honest, it is amazing to me the amount 
of hard-earned cash we spend to achieve 
success in the deer woods. 

There was a time, however, when 
hunting deer was simpler—though not 

necessarily easier. A time when it was 
more of a test between human woods-
manship and animal instinct, when 
patience, endurance, stamina and de-
termination were key factors governing 
the true meaning of the hunt. While the 
deer hunting world seems to have gone 
bonkers over gadgetry, there are still 
those who prefer the contest between 
hunter and hunted on a more one-on-one 
level, where the hunter enters the woods 
prepared mentally and physically, cuts 
a track that gets the adrenalin pumping 
and goes wherever it takes for as long 
as it takes. Tracking deer once snow 
KLWV�WKH�JURXQG��RU�KRR¿QJ�LQWR�UHPRWH�

areas and waiting patiently, isn’t easy 
or for the faint of heart. But for some 
it is the only way to hunt. 

ROOM TO ROAM

It takes big territory to hunt this way, 
and while the hunting woods seem to 
get smaller with each passing season, 
there are still places where it can be 
done. Some of the larger public reserve 
lands in Maine and state game lands 
in Pennsylvania; the Adirondack and 
Catskill regions of New York; and the 
national forests in Virginia and West 
Virginia are good examples. Another 
is the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont, 
home to the West Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area. 

Covering 22,971 acres in the towns of 
Maidstone, Ferdinand and Brunswick, it 
is the largest wildlife area in Vermont. 
The state also holds access easements on 
an additional 86,000 acres of private land 
abutting the state-owned wildlife area. 
Singularly or combined, the properties 
offer plenty of room to still-hunt—or 
hunt any way the heart desires—without 
seeing another human soul.

Regardless of your chosen hunting 
PRGH��LW�DOO�VWDUWV�ZLWK�¿QGLQJ�IUHVK�VLJQ�
or determining where deer are concen-
trating. Miles of dirt roads, including 
the South American Road off Route 
105 and the Maidstone Lake and Paul 
Stream roads accessed off Route 102, 
circumvent the property. Lesser main-
tained roads travel into some interior 
areas, and any gates are typically open 
during hunting season. Even with these 
access options, West Mountain WMA 
is, by and large, a vast, roadless area 
EHVW�KXQWHG�RQ�IRRW��)RUWXQDWHO\��¿QG-
ing fresh sign and starting points, and 
tracking or deciding where to trek in 
and set up, are made easier once snow 
hits the ground. This can happen as 
early as November during the regu-
lar deer season and most certainly by 
December during the late archery or 
muzzleloader seasons. Lacking snow, 
extensive timber harvesting and wildlife 
habitat improvements in recent years 
provide good places to start.  

LAY OF THE LAND

Because West Mountain covers such 
a vast area and is so heavily forested, 
deer are less likely to use any one trail 
or system of trails, as is often the case in 
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Vermont’s muzzleloader season runs 
from Dec. 3 to 11 this year. Assuming 

there’s snow on the ground, it’s a 
great time to track a buck.



southern locations. Instead, their move-
ments are dictated by weather patterns, 
snow depth and food availability. Early 
in the hunting season, the biggest bucks 
are generally found along the higher 
VSUXFH��DQG�¿U�FRYHUHG�ULGJHV�RU�LQ�UH-
mote, mid-level hardwood locations, 
but during the rut, fresh sign is apt to 
be found anywhere. 
During the post-rut, and especially 

once the snow deepens, deer seek shelter 
from the elements in protected pockets 
and lowland bogs at lower elevations. 
The terrain within the wildlife area 

reaches an elevation of over 2,700 feet 
on the top of West Mountain. From there, 
a continuous series of ridges descend 
to about 1,100 feet along Paul Stream. 
In between, deer have lots of options. 

In the lower reaches, nine major ponds 
and more than 75 miles of streams, as well 
as extensive bog and swamp areas, offer 
dense thickets that provide deer protec-
tion from the elements during periods of 
harsh weather. The best sources of hard 
mast are typically found on the ridges. 

Tracking deer when conditions al-
ORZ��RU�KRR¿QJ�LQWR�D�UHPRWH�ORFDWLRQ�

and setting up for a day-long vigil, 
can be physically demanding at any 
elevation. Hunters should be prepared 
for a workout and carry lots of water, 
IRRG��D�¿UVW�DLG�NLW��D�FRPSDVV�RU�*36��
a radio or cell phone (reception might 
be limited), as well as other essentials 
for the duration. Due to the area’s re-
moteness and potential for mishaps, 
it is also a good idea to let someone 
know where you’re headed and when 
you expect to return. Keep an eye on 
the weather, too; it changes quickly 
and sometimes severely.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Keep these things in mind as you plan a West Mountain adventure.

Vermont’s firearm deer season closes Nov. 27, but 
archery season remains open until Dec. 15, and there’s 
a muzzleloader season from Dec. 3 to 11. Hunters may 
take four deer, but only one may be a buck and one antler 
must be 3 inches or longer. Check the Vermont Hunting 
Regulations Summary (vtfishandwildlife.com) for license and 
permit requirements and other rules and regulations. 

Lodging and services in the immediate vicinity of West 

Mountain WMA are extremely limited, so hunters should go 
well-prepared. Camping on the wildlife area is allowed during 
hunting season for three consecutive nights. Campsites must 
be at least 200 feet from any waterbody or road. A general 
store and café offering basic supplies and fuel is available on 
Route 105 in Bloomfield. Groceries, restaurants, fuel and other 
full-service amenities are available in Colebrook, N.H., 
40 minutes to the north and east.

• BRIGHTON

BLOOMFIELD •

BRUNSWICK •

 • STRATFORD

MAIDSTONE •

• COLUMBIA

 • COLEBROOK

114

114

114

111

105

105

105

102

102

110

26

3

3
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BOOTS ON THE GROUND

Tracking deer is a time-honored hunting 
tactic in northern Vermont. Snow is a 
must, but once you strike fresh tracks, 

the game plan is to move slow enough 
to stay on the trail but fast enough to 
see a deer and get a shot before the deer 
sees you. It is a painstakingly tedious,  

sometimes frustrating way to hunt for an 
animal that is instinctively paranoid and 
blessed with keen senses. On top of that, 
we are hunting on their turf and are at a 
disadvantage from the start. It may not 
be for everyone, but for those who take 
up the challenge, tracking is the most 
rewarding and gratifying method for 
hunting northern, big-woods whitetails. 

There are, of course, alternative meth-
ods. Some prefer to study topographical 
maps or utilize one of the hunting apps to 
identify the best locations, then hike in 
and make a day of it. Treestands are also 
used, especially in areas where timber has 
been cut and new browse is available, as 
well as near bogs and other low-elevation 
areas where visibility from the ground 
PLJKW�EH�GLI¿FXOW��3RUWDEOH�RU�WHPSRUDU\�
VWDQGV�DUH�DOORZHG��3UH�VHDVRQ�VFRXWLQJ�
trips are advised for identifying multiple 
potential hunting locations to allow for 
changes in weather and access conditions. 

Make no mistake, West Mountain 
WMA can be a challenging place to 
hunt deer. But for those looking for big 
woods and little competition, it doesn’t 
get much better. 
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The best way to find deer at West Mountain 
WMA is to cut a fresh track and patiently 

follow it until you catch up with the animal.

When there’s little snow on the 
ground, hunt spots that have 

recently been logged and other 
habitat improvement areas.
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The 

OF The

North Carolina’s 

High Country offers anglers 

premier trout fishing 

and eight months of ideal water 

conditions in beautiful surroundings.

Story and Photos by Larry Larsen



M
y wife, Rosie, made a dozen 
or so casts to a rock-strewn 
run before hooking up with 
a stout 15-inch rainbow. Her 

¿VK�VKRW�XSVWUHDP�WKURXJK�WKH�SRRO�WR-
ZDUG�D�FRXSOH�RI�ODUJH�ERXOGHUV�DV�JXLGH�
'HEELH�*LOOHVSLH�ORRNHG�RQ�DQG�UHDGLHG�
KHU�QHW��6HFRQGV� ODWHU�DQRWKHU� ¶ERZ�
sucked in my nymph as the current swept 
LW�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDLVW�GHHS�ULIÀH�E\�D�ODUJH�
rock. It, too, took off upstream, heading 
WRZDUG�WKH�ZRPHQ�XQWLO�,�VQXEEHG�LW��
7KH�WURXW�OHDSHG�VN\ZDUG��,�WXUQHG�WKH�
¿VK� DQG� FRQWLQXHG� WKH� EDWWOH� LQ� WKH�
VPDOOHU�SRRO�FORVHU�WR�P\�SRVLWLRQ�ZKLOH�
ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�DERYH�
PH��*LOOHVSLH�WKHQ�KHDGHG�GRZQVWUHDP�
WR�SXW�D�QHW�XQGHU�P\�¿VK��D�EHDXWLIXO�
twin of the rainbow Rosie had just caught.
5RVLH�DQG�,�ZHUH�GU\�GURSSHU�¿VKLQJ�

ZLWK���IRRW����ZHLJKW�À\�URGV�PRVW�RI�WKH�
PRUQLQJ��:H�XVHG�D�WHUUHVWULDO�DV�RXU�GU\�
À\�DQG�¿VKHG�D�VLQJOH�Q\PSK�RU�VTXLUP\�
worm underneath it. According to our 
JXLGH��LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�WKHUH�DUH�ORWV�RI�ODUYD�
WKDW�IDOO�LQWR�1RUWK�&DUROLQD¶V�'DYLGVRQ�
5LYHU��VXFK�DV�LQFKZRUPV��FDWHUSLOODUV�DQG�
JUXEV��:H�DGGHG�WKH�WLQLHVW�RI�VSLOW�VKRW�
in fast-current areas to keep the offering 
GHHSHU�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�FROXPQ�

7KH�DFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�
VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�'DYLGVRQ�FRQWLQXHG�RYHU�
the next 3 1/2 hours, and we ended the 
PRUQLQJ�KDYLQJ�FDXJKW�DQG�UHOHDVHG����
ELJ�WURXW��DOO�UDLQERZV��7KH\�DYHUDJHG�
DERXW����LQFKHV��DQG�¿YH�ZHUH�EHWZHHQ�
���DQG����LQFKHV�LQ�OHQJWK��,�FDXJKW�P\�
ODVW�¿VK��D�IDW����LQFK�UDLQERZ��IURP�
WKH�VKDOORZ�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�ÀRZ�EHORZ�
D�VKRUW�ZHLU��7KH�ORZ�ZDWHU�GDP�RQFH�
SURYLGHG�DQ�LQWDNH�IRU�D�SDSHU�PLOO�WKDW�
went defunct during the 1960s. The wa-
WHUV�ZHUH�VKDOORZ�WKHUH�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�
SRROV�RQ�HDFK�VLGH�RI�WKH�ULYHU��7KH���
����SRXQGHU�ZDV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�¿QDOH�
to a great day on the water!

7KH�'DYLGVRQ�LV�RQH�RI�PDQ\�ULYHUV�
LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�$SSDODFKLDQ�0RXQWDLQV�
WKDW�SURYLGH�DQJOHUV�ZLWK�JUHDW�WURXW�
DFWLRQ�DQG�ORWV�RI�IRQG�PHPRULHV��7KH�
%OXH�5LGJH�3DUNZD\�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK�
1RUWK�&DUROLQD�LV�WKH�EDFNERQH�RI�WKH�
highest portion of the scenic range that 
H[WHQGV�WR�WKH�*UHDW�6PRN\�0RXQWDLQV�
1DWLRQDO�3DUN��,Q�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�WKH�
SDUNZD\�UXQV�IURP�$OOHJKDQ\�&RXQW\�
DW�WKH�9LUJLQLD�OLQH�VRXWKZHVW�WR�6ZDLQ�
&RXQW\�ERUGHULQJ�7HQQHVVHH��)ORZV�
IURP�WKH�+LJK�&RXQWU\�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�
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A 60-foot-tall waterfall on Looking 
Glass Creek north of Brevard, N.C., 
is just one example of the spec-
tacular scenery awaiting anglers 
in the Pisgah National Forest.



23 counties of the state are impressive, 
and the legendary Davidson River in 
Transylvania County is one of the best.

The Davidson River is a freestone 
waterway with wild rainbow and brown 
trout, and an occasional native brook 
trout that washes down from a cooler 
feeder stream. From the Blue Ridge 
3DUNZD\�� WKH�KHDGZDWHUV�ÀRZ�VRXWK�
from underground springs through the 
Pisgah National Forest toward Brevard, 
N.C. The smaller tributaries include 
Looking Glass Creek, Avery Creek, 
Cove Creek and Daniels Ridge Creek. 
$�FRXSOH�RI�WKH�¿VKDEOH�IRUNV�DYHUDJH�
15 to 20 feet in width.

The main Davidson River is public wa-
ter that runs 13 miles through the Pisgah 
National Forest. All but 1 1/2 miles of 
that stretch are under catch-and-release 
regulations. The waters vary from shallow 
to 6 feet in depth. They are fairly rocky 
with large boulders, which makes wading 
D�OLWWOH�GLI¿FXOW��7KH�DYHUDJH�¿VK�DUH����

to 14 inches in length, and a trophy is 
anything over 20 inches. The Davidson 
near Bobby N. Setzer State Fish Hatchery 
down to the mouth of Looking Glass 
Creek can be particularly productive.

:H�ZHUH�¿VKLQJ�D�FRXSOH�RI�DUHDV�LQ�
the last 3 miles of the Davidson River 
EHIRUH�LWV�FRQÀXHQFH�ZLWK� WKH�)UHQFK�
Broad River. These are private-access 
ZDWHUV�RIIHULQJ�ULIÀHV��VPDOO�UXQV�DQG�
deeper pools with some spots as wide 
as 40 feet. They are leased by Davidson 
5LYHU�2XW¿WWHUV��'52���WKH�SUHPLHU�
À\�¿VKLQJ�VKRS�DQG�JXLGH�VHUYLFH�LQ�
the region. The DRO section of river 
LV�À\�¿VKLQJ�RQO\��DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
rods per day is limited. It offers anglers 
a slightly larger average size of trout 
than does the public water.
In the DRO stretch, small rocks along 

most of the bottom are scattered over 
gravel making for easy wading. A sig-
QL¿FDQW�ÀRRG�LQ�$XJXVW������PDGH�WKH�
entire river shallower and left more sand 

and sediment. The Davidson still stays 
fairly clear most of the year; even after 
a big rainstorm, the river clears in half 
a day, according to Gillespie. She has 
guided anglers nine years on waters all 
over the Blue Ridge area and has been 
named “Blue Ridge Outdoors Guide 
of the Year.”

RIVER FEATURES

There are several great trout waters in 
western North Carolina, notes Kevin 
Howell, owner of DRO. Howell, who 
was born in Brevard, began guiding for 
DRO when it opened in 1993 and became 
manager in 1996. In 1998 he became 
RZQHU��+H�KDV�¿VKHG�DOO�KLV�OLIH�LQ�PRVW�
of the trout waters in western North 
Carolina and can boast of an 11-pound 
brown trout from the Davidson.

“The Davidson, North Toe and South 
Toe rivers, and Cane Creek are very typi-
cally classic mountain trout waters,” he 
explains. “They are 40 to 50 feet wide 

Guide Debbie Gillespie readies the 
author’s 5 1/2-pound rainbow for 

release back into the Davidson River.
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DQG�KDYH����WR�����FXELF�IHHW�RI�ÀRZ�
per second. They have sections of catch 
and release and wild trout, and other 
sections that are hatchery supported. 
The waters within the Pisgah Forest are 
JHQHUDOO\�SXEOLF�¿VKLQJ�

“Most of the wading in all these waters 
is mid-thigh depth,” Howell continues. 
“The geology of the region’s waters is 
similar. Draw a 2 1/2-hour radius around 
$VKHYLOOH��DQG�\RX¶OO�¿QG�PRVW�VWUHDPV�
have a series of small granite rock bot-
WRPV��ULIÀH�VKRDOV�DQG�SRROV��ZLWK�PD\EH�
some sandstone and limestone rocks.”

The regulations on the waters in 
western North Carolina vary greatly 
from stream to stream and even from 
one section of a river or creek to another. 
Water designations include Hatchery 
Supported, Delayed Harvest, Wild 
Trout, Wild Trout Natural Bait, and 
&DWFK�DQG�5HOHDVH�$UWL¿FLDO�)OLHV�DQG�
Lures Only. Some of these streams are 
OLPLWHG�WR�XQVFHQWHG��VLQJOH�KRRN�ÀLHV�
and lures. In some hatchery-supported 
areas, you can use plugs and spinners 
with treble hooks.

Fly anglers do well with dry-
dropper rigs on the Davidson 

during the spring and summer.



What are ideal characteristics of a 
great trout stream? Hatches on most 
North Carolina waters are similar across 
the regions and are relatively weak, 
Howell notes. They seldom generate big 
numbers of catches. Hatches are strong 
HQRXJK��WKRXJK��WR�PRWLYDWH�WKH�¿VK�WR�
feed on top and keep them looking at 
the surface. Timing of each hatch may 
vary by only a week or two from one 
end of the region to the other.

“Weather can have an impact on de-
termining the best waters,” the DRO 
chief points out. “In general, the cooler, 
WKH�EHWWHU�WKH�¿VKLQJ��DQG�WKH�PRUH�UDLQ��
WKH�EHWWHU�WKH�¿VKLQJ�\HDU�URXQG��7KH�
ideal water conditions are a rising water 
level from a rain shower. A tea-stained 
water color where I can stand in waist-
deep water and see the toes on my boots 
is perfect.”

The temperatures of the trout rivers 
in western North Carolina typically 
vary from 35 to 72 degrees F. August 
is typically the warmest time of the 
year but during the week that Rosie 
DQG�,�¿VKHG��WKH�'DYLGVRQ�5LYHU�ZDV�
64 degrees, about 8 degrees cooler than 
normal. The ideal water temperature 
for catching trout is usually 45 to 55 
degrees, and that occurs from mid-
October to Christmas and then again 
from mid-February to mid-June, ac-
cording to Howell. Most of the springs 
at the headwaters of the creeks in the 
mountains emit 55-degree water all 
year long.

“What I look for in any stream is 
strong current coming into a deeper pool,” 
+RZHOO�VD\V��³,Q�VXFK�D�ORFDWLRQ��WKH�¿VK�
can easily transition from feeding near 
the back of the pool to moving right up 
to the head of the pool where the current 
supplies the oxygen they need.”

The best public waters to catch rain-
bow trout currently in North Carolina’s 
Blue Ridge Mountains are the Watauga 
and Davidson rivers, according to the 
���\HDU�ROG�RXW¿WWHU��%RWK�UHFHLYH�KHDY\�
¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH��DQG�ODUJHU�¿VK�PD\�EH�
very spooky. Thus, he suggests a guide 
on those waters can increase success. The 
DRO owner believes the best rivers to 
catch a big brown trout are the Davidson 
and the cold-water South Toe River. He 
also suggests the best water to catch 
brookies is the Tuckasegee River due to 
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission’s heavy stockings.

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS 
TRIP PLANNER

See waterfalls and white squirrels in western North Carolina.

Davidson River Outfitters (DRO), located in North Carolina’s Pisgah National Forest, 
carries a full line of gear, apparel, tackle and fly-tying materials (davidsonflyfishing.
com). More than a dozen experienced guides fish a variety of surrounding waters 
within two hours of the DRO headquarters, and they can be booked for half, full or 
multiple days of wade- or float-fishing trips.

The best trout fishing generally occurs from October through Christmas and then 
again from mid-February through June, according to DRO owner Kevin Howell. The 
most successful fly casters use dry flies in the spring and dry-dropper setups in the 
summer. They fish streamers and nymphs the rest of the year. January and February 
are usually the slowest trout-catching months due to the cold weather. August is also 
normally slow because water temperatures are too warm and water levels fluctuate.

Howell’s guides have put clients on rainbow trout up to 30 inches and weighing 
around 10 pounds, brown trout up to 11 pounds, stocked brook trout to 24 inches 
and wild brook trout to about 10 inches. Advice on catching trout in area waters is 
always free from Howell and the DRO staff.

The regulations and lure restrictions on North Carolina trout waters vary widely. 
Anglers must pay attention to where they are fishing on each river and stream. 
For a full list of mountain trout fishing regulations, visit the North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission at ncwildlife.org.

The Blue Ridge Mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway, as well as the Great Smoky 
Mountains, offer anglers and their families an abundance of outdoor activities and 
sightseeing opportunities when not chasing trout. There are myriad pursuits such 
as hiking, mountain biking, camping, photography, whitewater rafting, kayaking, 
canoeing and paddleboarding, plus unique natural sights such as waterfalls. In 
Transylvania County alone, there are 250 waterfalls to visit.

I saw for the first time a white squirrel in Brevard and soon learned this color 
variant is not uncommon in this river town. Brevard even has a white squirrel festival. 
Check out explorebrevard.com.

Other attractions from Asheville west include the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Chimney Rock State Park, Great Smoky Mountains Railroad, Oconaluftee Indian 
Village and Fontana Lake. Northeast of Asheville near Boone are Linville Caverns, 
Linville Falls, Grandfather Mountain and Blowing Rock.
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At 2,280 feet of elevation, Chimney 
Rock offers 75-mile views of the  

surrounding Blue Ridge Mountains. 



and brookies. The Mills River and Cane 
Creek are also productive tributaries.

The South and North forks of the 
Mills River are scenic public waters in 
the Pisgah National Forest southwest of 
Asheville. The South Fork is a wild trout, 
FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�¿VKHU\�\LHOGLQJ�UDLQ-
bows of 8 to 11 inches and an occasional 
18-incher. The waters are a little wider 
than the Davidson in some spots and have 
PRUH�YROXPH��3UHIHUUHG�E\����\HDU�ROG�
DRO guide Zach Hart, the South Mills 
winds through a wilderness area and is 
SULPDULO\�DFFHVVLEOH�RQO\�E\�KLNLQJ�DORQJ�
a rough trail through the forest.

“Because it takes more effort to walk 
LQ��WKH�UHPRWH�6RXWK�)RUN�LV�P\�IDYRULWH�´�
+DUW�VD\V��³,W�GRHVQ¶W�JHW�KDPPHUHG�OLNH�
a lot of rivers. South Mills is also cool 
EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQ�UHDOO\�JHW�DZD\�IURP�
folks in there and catch some large trout 
IURP�GHHSHU�SRROV��:H¶YH�KDG�JUHDW�GD\V�
DQG�UHDOO\�EDG�GD\V��2Q�RQH�GD\��\RX�
PD\�QRW�VHH�D�¿VK��7KH�QH[W�GD\�\RX�
PD\�FDWFK�����,W¶V�DOO�DERXW�WKH�ZHDWKHU�
DQG�ZKDW�WKH�EXJV�DUH�GRLQJ�´

(LJKW\�PLOHV�ORQJ��WKH�:DWDXJD�5LYHU�LV�
D�KDWFKHU\�VXSSRUWHG�ZDWHUZD\�WKDW�UXQV�
WKURXJK�$YHU\�&RXQW\�DQG�LQWR�7HQQHVVHH��
,Q�WKH�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�VHFWLRQ��WKH�ÀRZ�LV�
���IHHW�ZLGH�ZLWK�PRGHUDWH�FXUUHQW�DFURVV�
UXQV�DQG�VKDOORZ�VKRDOV�ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�
¿VK�LQ�WKH�SRROV��7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�SXEOLF�
access points, such as the Valle Crucis 
&RPPXQLW\�3DUN��ORFDWHG�EHKLQG�WKH�
KLVWRULF�0DVW�*HQHUDO�6WRUH��'52�RQO\�
guides with rafts or drift boats on the 
Watauga section in Tennessee, which 

BEYOND THE DAVIDSON

The Tuckasegee River running through 
the towns of Tuckasegee and Dillsboro in 
-DFNVRQ�&RXQW\�LV�D�QRUWKZHVW�ÀRZLQJ�
tailwater stream below a couple of lakes. 
Fishable tributaries include Greens, 
Savannah, Panthertown, Tanasee, Scott 
and Cullowhee Creeks. The Tuckasegee 
LV�DERXW����IHHW�ZLGH�DQG�VKDOORZHU�
WKDQ�WKH�'DYLGVRQ��)ORDW�¿VKLQJ�LW�VXF-
FHVVIXOO\�GHSHQGV�RQ�IDYRUDEOH�SRZHU�
generation water releases. The schedules 
DUH�SRVWHG�RQOLQH�E\�'XNH�(QHUJ\�

7KH�³7XFN´�LV�KDWFKHU\�VXSSRUWHG�ZLWK�
EURZQV������WR����LQFK�EURRNLHV�DQG�UDLQ-
ERZV�WKDW�PD\�JURZ�WR����SOXV�LQFKHV��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+RZHOO��'52�ÀRDW�¿VKHV�
the river in the Nantahala National Forest 
IURP�PLG�2FWREHU�WKURXJK�0D\��,W�KDV�
VHYHUDO�DFFHVV�DUHDV�RYHU����PLOHV�DQG�
UHFHLYHV�IDLUO\�KHDY\�¿VKLQJ�SUHVVXUH�ZLWK�
D�PL[�RI�GULIW�ERDWV�DQG�ZDGH�DQJOHUV��7KH�
ZDWHUV�DUH�VWRFNHG�ZLWK��������KDWFKHU\�
¿VK�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�HDFK�\HDU��ZKLFK�KHOSV�
NHHSV�¿VKLQJ�SURGXFWLYH�
5XQQLQJ�DERXW����PLOHV��WKH�)UHQFK�

Broad River begins south of Brevard 
and continues through Asheville to the 
7HQQHVVHH�ERUGHU��'52�¿VKHV�WKH�UHPRWH�
and rugged North and West forks, which 
KDYH�SUHGRPLQDWHO\�ZLOG�EURZQ�DQG�
UDLQERZ�WURXW��7KH\�DOVR�KDYH�SOHQW\�RI�
ZLOG�ZDWHUV��&ODVV�,,,�UDSLGV�DQG�PLQL-
mal access points. The East Fork of the 
French Broad runs along the road, offers 
HDV\�DFFHVV�DQG�LV�RQH�RI�*LOOHVSLH¶V�ID-
YRULWH�ÀRZV��,W�LV�D�'HOD\HG�+DUYHVW�DUHD�
ZLWK�����WR����LQFK�UDLQERZV��EURZQV�

LV����PLQXWHV�IURP�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�
Pisgah Forest. There, the river is a tailrace 
ZDWHU�WKDW�LV�����IHHW�ZLGH�DQG�YHU\�GHHS�

The Oconaluftee River in the Great 
6PRN\�0RXQWDLQV�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�LQ�6ZDLQ�
&RXQW\�LV�DERXW����IHHW�ZLGH�DQG�KDV�D�
high gradient with lots of rapids, a few 
SRROV�DQG�ZLOG�¿VK��'52�JXLGHV�DQJOHUV�
inside the park. The river outside the park 
LV�SULYDWH�ZDWHU�LQ�WKH�4XDOOD�%RXQGDU\��
ZKLFK�UHTXLUHV�D�¿VKLQJ�SHUPLW�IURP�WKH�
(DVWHUQ�%DQG�RI�WKH�&KHURNHH�,QGLDQV�

Popular for whitewater rafting, the 
Nantahala River is located southwest of 
%U\VRQ�&LW\��)LVKLQJ�RQ�WKH�VFHQLF�ULYHU�LV�
FRQWUROOHG��DQG�RQO\�D�FRXSOH�RI�JXLGLQJ�
RSHUDWLRQV�DUH�SHUPLWWHG�WR�¿VK�LW��'52�
does not guide on the river). The narrow, 
KLJK�JUDGLHQW�1DQWDKDOD�KDV�D�GHOD\HG�
KDUYHVW�VHFWLRQ�WKDW�\LHOGV�UDLQERZV�RI�
���WR����LQFKHV�XS�WR����LQFK�WURSKLHV��
,W�DOVR�KDV�KDWFKHU\�VXSSRUWHG�XSSHU�DQG�
lower sections. Below Nantahala Dam, 
K\GURSRZHU�GLVFKDUJH�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�WKH�
ZDWHU�OHYHO���IHHW�RU�VR�DOO�DW�RQFH��ZKLFK�
FDQ�PDNH�¿VKLQJ��DQG�ZDGLQJ��GLI¿FXOW��
Nantahala anglers often deal with arma-
GDV�RI�ZKLWHZDWHU�UDIWHUV�DQG�ND\DNHUV�
Other rainbow trout waters favored 

E\�'52�JXLGHV�DUH�WKH�:HVW�)RUN�RI�WKH�
3LJHRQ�5LYHU�QHDU�:D\QHVYLOOH��7DQDVHH�
Creek, which is also good for brown 
WURXW��WKH�&KDWWRRJD�5LYHU��PRVWO\�LQ�
6RXWK�&DUROLQD��DQG�/RRNLQJ�*ODVV�&UHHN�
above the Davidson. The rule of thumb is 
the more remote the water, the better the 
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�DQJOLQJ�PHPRULHV�
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

The Davidson offers wild rainbows and browns, 
and much of the river north of Brevard is 
under catch-and-release regulations.
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GEAR: RANGE REPORT

Savage   
A company known for accuracy  
CUTS NEARLY 1 1⁄2 POUNDS  
from its venerable bolt gun.

By Adam Heggenstaller

T
he Savage Model 110 bolt-
DFWLRQ�ULÀH�KDV�EHHQ�VHUYLQJ�
KXQWHUV�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��
,W¶V�JRQH�WKURXJK�QXPHURXV�

FKDQJHV�GXULQJ� WKDW� WLPH�� LQFOXGLQJ�
FKDQJHV�LQ�LWV�PDQXIDFWXUHU¶V�RZQHUVKLS��
DQG�KDV�EHHQ�RIIHUHG�LQ�KXQGUHGV�RI�

YDULDWLRQV�DQG�FKDPEHULQJV��7KH����¶V�
RULJLQDO�UHSXWDWLRQ�ZDV�RQH�RI�DIIRUG-
DELOLW\��UHWDLOLQJ�IRU����SHUFHQW�WR����
SHUFHQW�OHVV�WKDQ�FRPSHWLQJ�EROW�DFWLRQ�
ULÀHV�LQ�LWV�HDUO\�\HDUV��,W�TXLFNO\�JDLQHG�
HVWHHP�IRU�DFFXUDF\�DV�ZHOO��DQG�WKHVH�
WZR�TXDOLWLHV�FRPELQHG�HDUQHG�WKH�����
KLJK�PDUNV�IRU�YDOXH�

'XULQJ�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��6DYDJH�
KDV�DGYDQFHG�WKH�����E\�LQFOXGLQJ�VPDUW��

QHZ�GHVLJQ�IHDWXUHV�ZKLOH�FRQWLQXLQJ�
WR�RIIHU�LWV�ÀDJVKLS�ULÀH�DW�UHDVRQDEOH�
SULFHV��2QH�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�YDULDWLRQV��WKH�
8OWUDOLWH��LV�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�FRP-
SDQ\¶V�SHQFKDQW�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�KXQWHUV�
ZLWK�ULÀHV�KDYLQJ�PRGHUQ�XSJUDGHV�WKDW�
UHPDLQ�ZLWKLQ�PRVW�EXGJHWV�

$V�LWV�QDPH�VXJJHVWV��WKH�8OWUDOLWH�LV�
D�OLJKWZHLJKW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�����PDGH�
IRU�EDFNFRXQWU\�SXUVXLWV�RU�DQ\�KXQW�



SAVAGE 
MODEL 110 
ULTRALITE
savagearms.com

TYPE: bolt-action centerfire rifle

CALIBER: .308 Win. (tested)

BARREL: 22"; Proof Research 
carbon-fiber-wrapped stainless 
steel; 1:10" twist rate

TRIGGER: AccuTrigger; adjustable 
for 1 1/2- to 4-lb. pull weight

SAFETY: three-position tang

MAGAZINE: detachable box; 
4-round capacity

SIGHTS: none; receiver drilled 
and tapped for bases

FINISH: matte black Melonite

STOCK: synthetic AccuFit; 
adjustable for length of pull 
and comb height

OVERALL LENGTH: 42 1/2"

WEIGHT: 5.8 lbs.

MSRP: $1,649

SPECIFICATIONS
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Ultralite

ZKHUH�D�GD\�ZLOO�DGG�PLOHV� WR�\RXU�
ERRWV��2I�FRXUVH��\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�KLNH�
RYHU�KDOI�D�GR]HQ�ULGJHV�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�
KRZ�HDV\�LW�LV�WR�FDUU\�WKH�8OWUDOLWH��$�
VWLOO�KXQW��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�WKH�EHVW�
SODFH�IRU�\RXU�ULÀH�LV�LQ�\RXU�KDQGV�DW�
DOO�WLPHV�DQG�QRW�RYHU�\RXU�VKRXOGHU��
is another situation where the Ultralite 
VKLQHV��<RX�PD\�RQO\�FRYHU�����\DUGV�
LQ� WKUHH�KRXUV��EXW�NHHSLQJ�D�KHDY\�

ULÀH�DW� WKH�UHDG\�FDQ�OHDG�WR� IDWLJXH�
RYHU�WLPH��,�GRXEW�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�DQ�LVVXH�
ZLWK�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�

:HLJKLQJ� MXVW�����SRXQGV� LQ� �����
:LQ���WKH�����8OWUDOLWH�LV�DOPRVW�������
SRXQGV� OLJKWHU�WKDQ�WKH�VWDQGDUG�����
+XQWHU��0RVW�RI� WKH�ZHLJKW�VDYLQJV�
FRPHV�IURP�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�KDYLQJ�D�3URRI�
5HVHDUFK�FDUERQ�¿EHU�ZUDSSHG�EDUUHO�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�W\SLFDO�VWHHO�EDUUHO��7KH�
3URRI�5HVHDUFK�EDUUHO�VWDUWV�DV�D����5�
VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�EODQN��ZKLFK�LV�WKLQQHG�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKDPEHU�DQG�WKH�PX]]OH��
UHGXFLQJ�ERWK�ZHLJKW�DQG�SUR¿OH��3URRI�
5HVHDUFK�WKHQ�UHEXLOGV�WKH�EDUUHO�FRQ-
WRXU�E\�ZUDSSLQJ�WKH�WKLQQHG�DUHD�RI�
WKH�EODQN�ZLWK�KLJK�VWUHQJWK�FDUERQ�
¿EHU�ERXQG�ZLWK�D�SURSULHWDU\�UHVLQ��
7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�EDUUHO�LV�ERWK�VWURQJHU�DQG�
XS�WR����SHUFHQW�OLJKWHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�
FDUERQ�¿EHU�LPSURYHV�KHDW�GLVVLSDWLRQ�
DQG�UHGXFHV�KDUPRQLF�YLEUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
OHVVHQV�VKLIWV� LQ�SRLQW�RI�LPSDFW��7KH�
EDUUHO�RQ�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�KDV�¿YH�JURRYH��
VLQJOH�SRLQW�FXW�ULÀLQJ��DQG�WKH�PX]]OH�
KDV����[���WKUHDGLQJ�WR�DFFHSW�D�VXS-
SUHVVRU��,W�FRPHV�ZLWK�D�ÀXVK�¿WWLQJ�FDS�

$QRWKHU�SODFH�ZKHUH�6DYDJH�UHGXFHV�
ZHLJKW�LV�LQ�WKH�UHFHLYHU��,QVWHDG�RI�WKH�
URXQG�FRQWRXU�RI�PRVW�����UHFHLYHUV��
WKH�8OWUDOLWH¶V�VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�UHFHLYHU�
LV�PLOOHG�ZLWK�ÀDW�VLGHV�KDYLQJ�UHFW-
DQJXODU�UHFHVVHV�ZKHUH�PDWHULDO�KDV�
EHHQ�UHPRYHG��$�GXUDEOH��FRUURVLRQ�
UHVLVWDQW�0HORQLWH�¿QLVK�FRYHUV�WKH�UH-

FHLYHU��6SLUDO�ÀXWLQJ�RQ�WKH�EROW�IXUWKHU�
UHGXFHV�ZHLJKW��DOWKRXJK�WR�D�VPDOOHU�
GHJUHH�WKDQ�WKH�UHFHLYHU�FXWV�DQG�WKH�
FDUERQ�¿EHU�ZUDSSHG�EDUUHO�

6DYDJH�EOXHSULQWV�WKH�UHFHLYHU�WR�HQ-
sure that critical surfaces are square to 
WKH�UHFHLYHU¶V�FHQWHU�OLQH��7KH�EDUUHO�LV�
VHFXUHG�WR� WKH�UHFHLYHU�ZLWK�6DYDJH¶V�
KDOOPDUN�EDUUHO�QXW��ZKLFK�DOORZV�IRU�
SUHFLVH�KHDGVSDFLQJ��ZLWK�WKH�UHFRLO�OXJ�
VDQGZLFKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��$V�ZLWK�
DOO�0RGHO�����ULÀHV��WKH�8OWUDOLWH�KDV�D�
WZR�OXJ�EROW�ZLWK�D�ÀRDWLQJ�KHDG�WKDW�
SHUPLWV� WKH�OXJV� WR�VHOI�FHQWHU�LQ�WKH�
EDUUHO�UHFHVVHV�WR�DFKLHYH�LGHDO�ORFNXS��
$OO�WKHVH�GHVLJQ�IHDWXUHV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
H[FHOOHQW�DFFXUDF\�

7KH�6DYDJH�$FFX7ULJJHU�KHOSV�KXQWHUV�
UHDOL]H�WKDW�DFFXUDF\��,W¶V�XVHU�DGMXVWDEOH�
ZLWK�D�VPDOO�WRRO��NHHS�LW�VRPHZKHUH�VDIH��
IRU�D�SXOO�ZHLJKW�RI�������WR���SRXQGV��7KH�
ULÀH�,�WHVWHG�FDPH�IURP�WKH�IDFWRU\�ZLWK�
WKH�SXOO�ZHLJKW�VHW�DW�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ���
����SRXQGV�DV�PHDVXUHG�ZLWK�P\�GLJLWDO�
WULJJHU�SXOO�VFDOH��,�GHWHFWHG�QR�FUHHS�LQ�
WKH�WULJJHU�SXOO��7KH�$FFX7ULJJHU�LV�RQH�
RI�WKRVH�VHHPLQJO\�VPDOO�XSJUDGHV�WKDW�
PDNH�D�ELJ�GLIIHUHQFH�ZKHQ�VKRRWLQJ�DW�
JDPH�IURP�¿HOG�SRVLWLRQV��,W¶V�D�ZKROH�ORW�
HDVLHU�WR�KLW�ZKHUH�\RX¶UH�DLPLQJ�ZKHQ�
\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�D�VWLII�RU�
VSRQJ\�WULJJHU�ZKLOH�WU\LQJ�WR�KROG�VWHDG\�

Another feature of the Ultralite 
WKDW�KHOSV�KXQWHUV�VKRRW�WKH�ULÀH�WR�LWV� 
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LOAD .................Hornady Precision Hunter ELD-X
BULLET WEIGHT .................................178 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY ..........................2,558 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................... 0.87”

LOAD ...................... Remington Core-Lokt Tipped
BULLET WEIGHT ................................ 150 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY ..........................2,761 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................... 1.03”

LOAD ..............Federal Premium Terminal Ascent 
BULLET WEIGHT ................................ 175 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY ..........................2,573 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................... 0.76”

Muzzle velocity is the average of 10 consecutive 
shots fired through a Caldwell G2 chronograph  
at 10 feet. Accuracy is the result of five consecu-
tive, three-shot groups fired from a sandbag rest 
at 100 yards.

greatest potential is the AccuFit stock. 
The composite stock comes with spac-
ers and inserts that permit adjustments 
to length of pull and comb height. The 
polymer spacers nestle between the 
end of the buttstock and the recoil pad, 
and two screws secure them in place. 
Length of pull is adjustable from 12 
3/4 to 13 3/4 inches in 1/4-inch in-
crements by selecting one of the four 
spacers provided with the stock. Five 
comb inserts are also included. One 
follows the lines of the buttstock, and 
the other four increase in height in 
1/8-inch increments. Find the one that 
allows you to acheive a solid cheekweld 
ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�IXOO�¿HOG�RI�YLHZ�
WKURXJK�WKH�ULÀHVFRSH��<RX¶OO�VKRRW�WKH�

Ultralite better, and more comfortably, 
ZKHQ�LW�¿WV�\RX�DQG�\RXU�QDWXUDO�SRLQW�
of aim. Switching spacers and comb 
inserts does not require any special 
tools, and tailoring the Ultralite to your 
body should take less than 15 minutes. 
,W¶V�WLPH�ZHOO�VSHQW�

The fore-end of the stock is slim and, 
FRXSOHG�ZLWK� WKH�ULÀH¶V� OLJKW�ZHLJKW��
PDNHV�IRU�D�JXQ�WKDW¶V�HDV\�WR�KDQGOH�
and point quickly. Overmolded panels 
RQ�WKH�VWRFN¶V�IRUH�HQG�DQG�JULS�LPSURYH�
purchase in dry, dusty conditions as 
ZHOO�DV�UDLQ�DQG�VQRZ��7KH�8OWUDOLWH¶V�
IRXU�URXQG�PDJD]LQH�¿WV�ÀXVK�ZLWK�WKH�

Holding four rounds, the 
center-feed magazine sits 
flush with the bottom of 
the stock when latched 
in place.

Four buttstock spacers allow length-of-pull 
adjustments from 12 3/4 to 13 3/4 inches. 
Five comb inserts increase in height in 1/8-
inch increments.

The stainless steel receiver 
is finished in Melonite.

The Ultralite’s carbon-fiber-wrapped 
stainless steel barrel is threaded  
for a suppressor and comes with  
a protective cap.
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EHOO\�RI�WKH�VWRFN�DQG�FRPSOHPHQWV�WKH�
ULÀH¶V�VWUHDPOLQHG�IRUP��7KH�PDJD]LQH�
UHTXLUHV�VRPH�IRUFH�WR�VHDW�LW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
ZHOO��EXW�LW� ODWFKHV� WLJKWO\�DQG�IHHGV�
FDUWULGJHV�VPRRWKO\�

7KH�WKUHH�SRVLWLRQ�VDIHW\�LV�ORFDWHG�
RQ�WKH�WDQJ�ZKHUH�LW¶V�HDV\�WR�DFFHVV�
ZLWKRXW�DOWHULQJ�\RXU�JULS�RQ�WKH�ULÀH��
7KH�PLGGOH�SRVLWLRQ�XQORFNV�WKH�EROW�
IRU�F\FOLQJ�D�URXQG�IURP�WKH�FKDPEHU�
EXW�GRHV�QRW�SHUPLW�WKH�ULÀH�WR�¿UH��,Q�
IURQW�RI�WKH�WULJJHU�JXDUG�LV�D�F\OLQGULFDO�
EXWWRQ�WKDW�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�EROW�UHOHDVH�

6RPH�OLJKWZHLJKW�ULÀHV�KDYH�D�UHSX�
WDWLRQ�IRU�EHLQJ�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VKRRW�ZHOO��
)URP�ZKDW�,¶YH�VHHQ�GXULQJ�WHVWLQJ�RQ�
WKH�UDQJH�DQG�ZKLOH�KXQWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
8OWUDOLWH��DFFXUDF\�LV�DV�QRWDEOH�DV�WKH�
ULÀH¶V�ZHLJKW��,�¿UHG�D�KDOI�02$�JURXS�
DW�����\DUGV�ZLWK�P\�WHVW�VDPSOH²RQH�
RI�WKH�EHVW�JURXSV�,¶YH�PDQDJHG�WR�JHW�
IURP�D�KXQWLQJ�ULÀH�LQ�TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH��
$W�����\DUGV�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
VXE�02$�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZLWK�DOO�WKUHH�
KXQWLQJ�ORDGV�,�WHVWHG��(YHQ�EHWWHU��RQ�D�
UHFHQW�WULS�WR�$ODVND¶V�.RGLDN�,VODQG��,�
XVHG�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�WR�WDNH�WZR�EODFNWDLO�
EXFNV�DQG�D�FDULERX�ZLWK�WKUHH�VKRWV�DW�
UDQJHV�RI�����WR�����\DUGV��7KDW¶V�WKH�
NLQG�RI�DFFXUDF\�6DYDJH�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�
DQG�KXQWHUV�ZLOO�DSSUHFLDWH²HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�LQ�D�ULÀH�WKDW�ZHLJKV�OHVV�
WKDQ���SRXQGV�

7KH�8OWUDOLWH�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�D�OHIWKDQG�
YHUVLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�D�.8,8�9HUGH�
����¿QLVK�RQ�WKH�VWRFN��:LWK�DQ�0653�
RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������IRU�WKH�EDVH�YHU�
VLRQ��WKH�8OWUDOLWH�LV�DW�WKH�XSSHU�HQG�
RI�WKH�6DYDJH�SULFH�UDQJH��%XW�UHDOL]H�
WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�ULÀHV�WKDW�ZHLJK�DERXW�
WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH�8OWUDOLWH�DQG�UHWDLO�IRU�
PRUH�WKDQ���������:KHQ�\RX�FRQVLGHU�
LWV�IHDWXUHV�DQG�ZHLJKW��DQG�FRPSDUH�
WKHP� WR�RWKHU�VXE���SRXQG�ULÀHV�RQ�
WKH�PDUNHW��\RX¶OO�UHDOL]H�WKDW�6DYDJH�
LV�VWLOO�FRPPLWWHG�WR�SURYLGLQJ�KXQWHUV�
ZLWK�YDOXH��

Liquid is shown to work faster than pills or lube.
However some men prefer PRO+PLUS  XTREME 
pills or lube as an excellent alternative.

Call us about our products. We’ll give you important information you can trust.
Be careful of discounters and imitators that sell the same type of products on Amazon, Ebay and Google.
Our products are not authorized to be sold through these companies. Don’t buy from sellers who don’t 
disclose where their products are made, use inferior blends and cannot call them. 

POWER SEX-ESS AUDIO CD ATTRACT WOMEN
Programs your mind to make you irresistible. Hidden 
subliminal messages sends commands into your 
subconscious mind to achieve confi dence and sex appeal.

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER
Can Help Raise Testosterone Levels. Increase Drive, 
Libido, Performance, Energy Stamina And Strength. 

Reduce recovery time between intervals. Can increase 
performance in 3 to 4 days.

Dr. Bross All Natural Herbal Liquid
Can Work Faster Than The Blue Pill

Greater Stamina & Longer Lasting Performance

PRO+PLUS XTREME
Can Work In 30 Minutes Effective Up To 12 Hours.
Take with or without your favorite beverage.

Pro+Plus Xtreme is a professional strength 
liquid formula that digests quickly for immediate 
erections, increased blood fl ow and can help 
you maintain a fi rm erection. 

SEXCITER LIQUID 
Excites women better 
than Spanish fl y. A 
couple of drops 
mixed with or without 
her favorite beverage 
can increase libido.
ATTRACT-A-MATE 
Human pheromone 
spray can make 
women desire you.

Super Formulas See FREE Special Offer Online

I’m Sheri, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Xtreme while listening to the 
Ever-Last Subliminal Audio CD and he 
satisfi es me every time.

  EVERLAST AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  POWER SEX_ESS AUDIO CD $29.95 $
  SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women $25.00 $
  ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromone to Attract Women $25.00 $

Name (Print. I am over 18 and agree to the terms of ProPlusMed.com)

Address / City / State / Zip

�  Check  �  Money Order  �  Cash

Total From Other Side $
Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $   14.95

Total Enclosed $
© 2020 Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.  This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. V196

www.ProPlusMed.com    

Pro+Plus XTREME Lube or Pills or Liquid

Pills �Lube � Liquid �

Money Back Guarantee

%ASY�4O�5SE�s�1UICK�!BSORPTION�s�&AST�!CTING�s�"E�2EADY�!NYTIME

1 Jar �  $50 1 Bottle �  $60 1 Bottle �  $75 $
2 Jars �  $85 2 Bottles �  $100 2 Bottles �  $125 $
3 Jars � $100 3 Bottles �  $120 3 Bottles �  $150 $

Results in
30 Minutes to 1 Hour.

Results in 
1-2 Hours.

Results in 
2-3 Hours.

1 Jar 
60 Applications

1 Bottle
60 Capsules

1 Bottle
60 Servings

Can increase sex drive and performance
Testosterone BoosterMYTMAX 30 Days + 30 Days FREE �  $45    $

120 Days + 120 Days FREE �  $110  $
One Year Supply �  $150  $

EVER-LAST AUDIO CD
Control Premature Ejaculation Programs your 
mind to help blood fl ow and help give you more 
control, fi rmer erections and performance.

Mail Payment to: Avid Pro Medical Dept. 31GEA
22287 Mulholland Hwy Box #416, Calabasas, CA 91302

FOR THE FASTEST WAY TO RECEIVE YOUR ORDER: 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS OR CHECK BY PHONE: call 1-707-931-1001
Order Online: WWW.ProPlusMed.com

Customer Service 1-747-230-5000   Se Habla Español
PAYPAL us at our email: DELUXE69@EARTHLINK.NET
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art of the challenge of hunting 
during the late season is simply 
showing up. Burnout may start 
to set in �,¶YH�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�¿OO�

WKLV�WDJ�IRU�ZHHNV�VR�ZK\�ZRXOG�WRGD\�
EH�DQ\�GLIIHUHQW"� and the weather doesn’t 
help. The weather, however, is often the 
key to success, as game must move to 
feed when conditions turn nasty. Be out 
there to take advantage of cold fronts 
and pending storms, and remain focused 
WR�WKH�¿QDO�GD\��E\�GUHVVLQJ�LQ�FORWKLQJ�
that helps you handle the elements. 

1 BORN PRIMITIVE TUNDRA JACKET

A good puffy jacket keeps you so warm 
that wearing it is like wrapping your 
upper body in a tailored sleeping bag. 
The Tundra, from veteran-owned and 
-operated Born Primitive, has 200-gram 
synthetic insulation that makes it feel 
downright luxurious during cold days 
in the mountains. A drawback to most 
SXI¿HV� LV� WKHLU�ODFN�RI�GXUDELOLW\��EXW�
Born Primitive addresses this in the 
Tundra with a slick nylon shell that re-
sists snagging and reinforced elbows. 
$�¿WWHG�KRRG�NHHSV�ERG\�KHDW�LQ��ZKLOH�
zippered armpits let it out when you start 
to get too toasty. Front pockets have a 
soft, fuzzy lining, and two interior mesh 
pockets provide a place to stash snacks 
so they don’t freeze solid. MSRP: $229; 
bornprimitive.com

2 KUIU PROXIMITY INSULATED PANT

No one wants to sit for hours in freezing 
temperatures only to spook a buck the 
moment a noisy outer layer drags across 
the rail of the treestand. That’s just torture, 
and the Proximity line from KUIU is de-
signed to prevent it. The pant’s 160-gram 
polyester knit exterior has a brushed face 
to keep it quiet. A bonded SynthaCell 
open-cell foam membrane resists wind 
and is quieter than liners with the same 
purpose. Water resistance is afforded by 
a DWR coating. Body-mapped Toray 
3DeFX+ synthetic insulation in 60- and 
90-gram weights provides warmth with-
RXW�EXON��DQG�LWV�VLOLFRQL]HG�¿EHUV�IXUWKHU�
resist water. A raised back seals in heat, 
and full-length side zippers make the pant 
easy to put on and take off while offer-
ing ventilation. MSRP: $259; kuiu.com

3 PARAMOUNT OUTDOORS 

EHG ELITE THERMOWOOL 

JACKET AND PANT

Old-school wool gets a boost from syn-
thetic insulation in this EHG Elite jacket 
and pant. Wool has a degree of natural 
water resistance thanks to its lanolin 
content and retains its insulative qualities 
when wet, but the addition of polyester 
adds warmth without weighing as much 
as its counterpart. A silver-ion treatment 
helps control bacteria that causes odor. 
The jacket has zippered handwarmer 
pockets and an inner chest pocket, while 
the pant has six, including two cargo 
pockets. A three-panel hood offers ad-
ditional protection from the elements, 
while reinforced knees increase durabil-
ity. MSRP: $159.99, jacket; $119.99, 
pant; paramountoutdoors.com
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GEAR: BUYER’S GUIDE

Great 
When It’s

Stay comfy to the

season’s bitter end 
with gear that 

tames the cold.

By Game & Fish Staff



4 DANNER VITAL BOOT

The problem with some heavily insulated 
boots is they make you feel like you’re 
wearing clown shoes, which certainly 
doesn’t promote stealthy or agile move-
ment in the woods. You need not be 
concerned with clumsy clomping in the 
Vital, as Danner builds the 8-inch boot 
on a streamlined, athletic-style last and 
pairs it with 1,200-gram Thinsulate Ultra 
insulation. A waterproof Danner Dry 
barrier keeps moisture out but allows 
it to escape from inside the boot. Other 
comfort features include an open-cell 
polyurethane footbed and Plyolite mid-
sole to absorb shock, multi-density foam 
in the upper to eliminate pinch points and 
a mesh-lined tongue to promote moisture 
management. MSRP: $230; danner.com

5 FIELDSHEER PREMIUM 2.0 

MERINO HEATED SOCKS

These aren’t the electric socks with bulky 
batteries and heavy wires your father 
used to wear. Each sock is powered by a 
3.7-volt lithium-ion rechargeable battery 
that’s not much larger than a lighter, and 
the heating elements in the toe area are 
slim enough that the sock’s cushioning 
keeps you from feeling them. You’ll cer-
tainly feel the heat, though, as these socks 
have Bluetooth-enabled Mobile Warming 
technology that allows you to choose 
among four levels of output via the MW 
Connect app. Battery life on the low heat 
setting is 10 hours. The calf-height socks 
are made from a Merino wool blend with 
arch support and reinforced toe and heel 
DUHDV��0653�����������¿HOGVKHHU�FRP

6 KUIU NORTHSTAR GLOMITT

Part glove, part mitten, glomitt is a goofy 
QDPH�IRU�D�GHVLJQ�WKDW�NHHSV�¿QJHUV�WR-
gether for more warmth but also facilitates 
GH[WHULW\�E\�LVRODWLQJ�WKH�LQGH[�¿QJHU�DQG�
the thumb. The Northstar is packed with 
340- and 170-gram Primaloft Gold insula-
tion on the back and palm, respectively. 
The HDry membrane keeps moisture 
out, and the gauntlet-style cuff prevents 
snow, rain and wind from leaking into 
the jacket sleeve opening. Covered in 
Pittards OilTac leather, the palm offers 
a secure grip whether wet or dry. MSRP: 
$139; kuiu.com 

7 ALPS OUTDOORZ HAND WARMER

6WXII�\RXU�KDQGV�LQWR�WKLV�ÀHHFH�OLQHG�
tube with a couple heat packs and laugh 
at the icy wind. The neoprene exterior 
resists water and wind, and cuffs help 
retain heat. A waist belt is built into the 
back, and swivel clips permit waterfowl-
ers to attach the hand warmer to waders. 
A hand warmer allows you to get away 
with thin gloves—or maybe none, which 
LV�D�ELJ�DGYDQWDJH�ZKHQ�¿QH�PRWRU�VNLOOV�
are needed to slip off a safety and press a 
trigger. MSRP: $39.99; alpsoutdoorz.com

WHERE TO GO
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(731) 253-2007
REELFOOT LAKE TOURISM COUNCIL

1605 State Route 21 E, Tiptonville, TN 38079-3025
www.reelfoottourism.com   email: visit@reelfoottourism.com

FYlmj]�k�_j]Yl]kl�_a^l�lg�gml\ggj�]fl`mkaYklk&
J]]d^ggl�DYc]�ak�dg[Yl]\�af�Fgjl`o]kl�L]ff]kk]]�af�l`]�Eakkakkahha�

>dqoYq�Zjaf_af_�l`gmkYf\k�g^�oYl]j^god�^gj�`mflaf_&�9�^Yngjal]�dYc]�
^gj�Úk`af_�dYj_]�hghmdYlagfk�g^�;jYhha]$�:dm]_add$�:Ykk�Yf\�;YlÚk`&

;ge]�Lg�J]]d^ggl�DYc]�lg�@mfl�Yf\�>ak`�Yf\�KlYq�Yl�Yfq 
g^�l`]�?j]Yl�J]kgjlk�gf�:]Ymla^md�J]]d^ggl�DYc]�L]ff]kk]]&

Assemble Products From Home
Free Information Available

Call 860-357-1599

WORK FROM HOME
$500 WEEKLY
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KDQH¶V� ¿UVW� GHHU� ULÀH� ZDV� D�
5HPLQJWRQ�0RGHO�����LQ������
WKDW�KLV�IDWKHU�SDVVHG�GRZQ�WR�
KLP�� ,W� ZDVQ¶W� SDUWLFXODUO\�

SUHWW\�ZLWK�LWV�SODLQ�VWRFN�DQG�EOXHG�VWHHO�
WKDW�QRZ�VKRQH�VLOYHU��%XW�PDQ��LW�ZDV�D�
WDFN�GULYHU��6KDQH�KDG�WDNHQ�VHYHUDO�GHHU�
DQG�FR\RWHV�ZLWK�LW��DQG�LW�KDG�QHYHU�
IDLOHG�KLP�

2QH�QLJKW�LQ�HDUO\�'HFHPEHU��ZLWK�WKH�
XSFRPLQJ�KROLGD\�RQ�KLV�PLQG��6KDQH�
IRXQG�KLV�IDWKHU�ZDWFKLQJ�D�IRRWEDOO�JDPH��
³,�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�IRU�&KULVWPDV�´�KH�
SURQRXQFHG��

³2QH�PLQXWH��EXG��6WHHOHUV�KDYH�WKH�
EDOO�ZLWK�WKUHH�VHFRQGV�OHIW�´�KLV�IDWKHU�
VDLG��OHDQLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�79��6KDQH�ORRNHG�
MXVW�LQ�WLPH�WR�VHH�D�NLFN�«�DQG�D�IRRWEDOO�
VDLOLQJ�ZLGH�ULJKW��7KH�NLFNHU�IHOO�WR�KLV�
NQHHV�LQ�DJRQ\�ZKLOH�WKH�%LOOV�SOD\HUV�
UDQ�ZLOGO\�DFURVV�WKH�¿HOG�FHOHEUDWLQJ�

³'DQJ�LW�DOO�´�EDUNHG�6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�
LQ�GLVJXVW��³:K\�SXW�D�URRNLH�NLFNHU�LQ�
LI�KH¶V�XQSURYHQ�XQGHU�SUHVVXUH"�:KDW¶V�
D�ELJ�OHJ�LI�\RX�FDQ¶W�VHQG�LW�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�XSULJKWV"´�KH�PXPEOHG�

%HIRUH�KLV�IDWKHU�FRXOG�WXUQ�RXW�WKH�
OLJKWV�DQG�KHDG�WR�EHG��6KDQH�VSRNH�XS�
DJDLQ��³,�ZDQW�D�:LQFKHVWHU�0RGHO����
&ODVVLF�LQ������:60�´�

³7KUHH�KXQGUHG�6KRUW�0DJ��HK"´�KLV�
IDWKHU�VDLG��³3HUIHFW�IRU�HON��,�UHDG��%XW�
GRQ¶W�\RX�WKLQN�LW¶V�DQ�DZIXO�ORW�RI�JXQ�
IRU�RXU�ZKLWHWDLOV"´

³1R�´�VDLG�6KDQH��³,WV�HQHUJ\�DW�����
\DUGV�LV�WUHPHQGRXV�´

³:KHQ¶V�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�\RX�KDG�D�����
\DUG�VKRW�DW�D�GHHU"�,Q����\HDUV�P\�
IDUWKHVW�LV�����RU�VR�´�

³:HOO�,¶P�SODQQLQ¶�WR�KXQW�WKH�SRZ�
HUOLQH�QH[W�\HDU��DQG�LW¶V�SRVVLEOH�IRU�D�
UHDOO\�ORQJ�VKRW�WKHUH�´

6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�UXEEHG�KLV�FKLQ��DV�
LI�KH�ZDV�VRPHZKDW�EX\LQJ�WKDW�ORJLF��
EDOOLVWLFDOO\�DW�OHDVW��(FRQRPLFDOO\�KH�
KDG�D�GLIIHUHQW�QRWLRQ�

:KHQ�&KULVWPDV�FDPH�DURXQG��WKRXJK��
D�ORQJ��QDUURZ�ER[�DSSHDUHG�XQGHU�WKH�
WUHH��,W�ZDV�D�0RGHO����LQ������:60��

6LWWLQJ�QHDU�LW�ZHUH�WZR�ER[HV�RI�DPPR��
³'DG�´�6KDQH�\HOOHG��³$UH�\RX�NLGGLQJ�

PH"��<RX�VDLG�\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�VZLQJ�LW�´�
+H�RSHQHG�RQH�RI�WKH�ER[HV�RI�DPPR�WR�
FKHFN�RXW�WKH�VKRUW��IDW�ERGLHG�FDUWULGJHV�
DQG�QRWLFHG�D�IHZ�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ�

³<RX�JRW�UHDOO\�OXFN\��VRQ��/DVW�ZHHN�
%RE�DW�WKH�SDZQVKRS�FDOOHG�DQG�VDLG�
VRPHRQH�KDG�EURXJKW�LQ�WKLV�ULÀH��6DLG�
WKH�JX\�ZDQWHG�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��,W¶V�RQO\�
EHHQ�VKRW�WKUHH�WLPHV��EXW�LW¶V�FRQVLGHUHG�
XVHG�VR�ZH�JRW�D�JUHDW�SULFH�RQ�LW�´

$IWHU�OXQFK�ZDV�GHYRXUHG��WKH�WZR�
GURYH�WR�WKH�UDQJH�DQG�VWDSOHG�D�WDUJHW�
DW����\DUGV�WR�FKHFN�WKH�VFRSH¶V�]HUR��
6KDQH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�RQ�D�VPRRWK�WULJJHU�
VTXHH]H�DV�KH�DLPHG��
BOOM!�7KH�PDJQXP�HUXSWHG��ÀH[LQJ�

WKH�WLQ�URRI�RI�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�VKHG��:KHQ�
WKH�FRQFXVVLRQ�VXEVLGHG��IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ�
FRXOG�FOHDUO\�VHH�D�����FDOLEHU�KROH�LQ�
WKH�EXOOVH\H�

³<RX�QDLOHG�LW�´�VDLG�6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�
DV�KH�WXUQHG�WRZDUG�KLV�VRQ�LQ�MXELOD�
WLRQ��6KDQH¶V�KDW�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�FURRNHG��
DQG�EORRG�VWUHDPHG�DURXQG�WKH�FRUQHU�
RI�KLV�ULJKW�H\H�DQG�GRZQ�KLV�FKHHN��

³$QG�LW�QDLOHG�\RX��$UH�\RX�2."´�
6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�XQIROGHG�KLV�KDQGNHUFKLHI��

� ³,W�KXUWV�VRPHWKLQJ�¿HUFH�´�VDLG�
6KDQH��D�ELW�ZRR]\��+H�KHOG�WKH�FORWK�
WLJKW�WR�KLV�H\H��$IWHU�D�FRXSOH�PLQXWHV��
6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�UHPRYHG�WKH�PDNHVKLIW�
EDQGDJH�DQG�WRRN�DQRWKHU�ORRN�

³%OHHGLQJ¶V�VWRSSHG�´�KH�VDLG��³'RHVQ¶W�
ORRN�WRR�EDG��WKRXJK�\RXU�PRWKHU�ZLOO�
GLVDJUHH��<RX�ZDQQD�¿UH�D�FRXSOH�PRUH�
DW�����VLQFH�ZH¶UH�KHUH"�-XVW�GRQ¶W�FKHDW�
XS�RQ�WKDW�VFRSH�VR�PXFK�´

³,�JXHVV�´�VDLG�6KDQH��+H�NQHZ�KH�KDG�
WR�VKRRW�LW�DJDLQ�QRZ��+H�KXUULHGO\�WRRN�
DLP�DW�D�VWHHO�WDUJHW�DQG�SXOOHG�WKH�WULJJHU�
BOOM!�1R�SLQJLQJ�VRXQG�RI�VWHHO�

IROORZHG�WKH�UHSRUW�
³<RX�ÀLQFKHG�ELJ� WLPH�´�VDLG�KLV�

IDWKHU��³0LVVHG�LW�E\�DERXW�WKUHH�IHHW�´
³7KLV�WKLQJ�UHDOO\�NLFNV��'DG�´
³,�NQRZ��,�FDQ�WHOO��:DQW�WR�WU\�DJDLQ"´
³1RW�ULJKW�QRZ��(YHU\WKLQJ¶V�VWLOO�

NLQGD�EOXUU\�´
³2.��VRQ��JRRG�LGHD�´�7KHQ�XQGHU�KLV�

EUHDWK�6KDQH¶V�IDWKHU�PXPEOHG��³:KDW¶V�
D�ELJ�OHJ�LI�\RX�FDQ¶W�VHQG�LW�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�XSULJKWV"´�
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The Big Boomer
more power doesn’t make a better rifle.

RITES

BY JEFF JOHNSTON





NOW WITH FLITECONTROL FLEX
The skies are ready to open. Federal Premium® Prairie Storm® uses the updated 

FLITECONTROL FLEX® wad and a mixed payload of standard and FLITESTOPPER® pellets 

to produce an inescapable torrent of shot through both ported and standard upland 

chokes. Now available in the complete line of 12-, 16-, 20- and 28-gauge loads, 

THERE’S NO SHELTER.

BUY NOW AT FEDERALPREMIUM.COM


