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I
was about halfway up the tree in my climber when I heard sticks breaking 
in the cedar thicket to my left. Light was a good 45 minutes away, so all 
I could do was pause my ascent and listen. A few more sharp cracks were 
IROORZHG�E\�D�VHULHV�RI�KROORZ�WKXPSV��,W�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RI�1RYHPEHU��

DQG�LW�VXUH�VRXQGHG�OLNH�D�EXFN�ZDV�FKDVLQJ�D�GRH�RYHU�WKHUH�LQ�WKRVH�FHGDUV�
7KH�QRLVH�FRQWLQXHG�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W�KDOI�KRXU�DV�,�¿QLVKHG�WKH�FOLPE��SXOOHG�P\�

ÀLQWORFN�LQWR�WKH�VWDQG�DQG�VHWWOHG�LQ��7KHQ�WKH�ZRRGV�ZHQW�TXLHW��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�
PRUH�FUDFNLQJ�RU�WKXPSLQJ�RU�UXVWOLQJ��$V�VRRQ�DV�OHJDO�VKRRWLQJ�WLPH�DUULYHG��,�
checked to be sure I could see the muzzleloader’s sights, primed its pan and blew 
a few short grunts from the tube hanging around my neck.

$OPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\�VWLFNV�VWDUWHG�EUHDNLQJ�LQ�WKH�WKLFNHW�DJDLQ��,W�ZDV�REYLRXV�
something was coming my way, and I had a pretty good idea what it was. Light 
\HOORZ�WLQHV�FRQ¿UPHG�P\�SUHGLFWLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�EXFN�HPHUJHG�IURP�WKH�FHGDUV����
yards away. The wide 8-pointer was on a stiff-legged march right to the tree in 
which I was perched.
,�GLGQ¶W�OLNH�WKH�VWUDLJKW�RQ��GRZQZDUG�DQJOH�IURP�WKH�VWDQG��VR�,�QHUYRXVO\�

ZDLWHG�IRU�WKH�EXFN�WR�WXUQ²D�PRYHPHQW�KH�GLGQ¶W�PDNH�XQWLO�KH�ZDV�PHUH�VWHSV�
IURP�P\�WUHH��1RZ�ZDONLQJ�GLUHFWO\�DZD\��WKH�EXFN�VWLOO�GLGQ¶W�SUHVHQW�D�VKRW�,�ZDV�
FRPIRUWDEOH�WDNLQJ�ZLWK�P\�ÀLQWORFN��,�ZDWFKHG�KLV�VDXQWHULQJ�JDLW�RYHU�WKH�WRS�RI�
WKH�JXQ¶V�VLJKWV��KRSLQJ�KH�ZRXOG�WXUQ�DQG�JLYH�PH�D�FKDQFH�

At about 35 yards he paused and shifted his body, almost like he was looking 
RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU�WR�PDNH�VXUH�KH�KDGQ¶W�PLVVHG�VRPHWKLQJ��,W�ZDV�HQRXJK�WR�RSHQ�
XS�D�JRRG�SDWK�WR�KLV�YLWDOV��7KH�URXQG�EDOO�HQWHUHG�QHDU�KLV�ODVW�ULE��SDVVHG�WKURXJK�
KLV�OXQJV�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�KLV�ORZHU�QHFN��:KHQ�,�UHFRYHUHG�KLP�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
D����\DUG�EORRG�WUDLO��,�VWLOO�FRXOGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�KRZ�TXLFNO\�WKH�EXFN�KDG�UHVSRQGHG�
to my grunts.

That’s the rut—or more precisely, the pre-rut. With bucks cruising and chasing and 
¿JKWLQJ�DQG�JUXQWLQJ��LW¶V�KDUG�WR�LPDJLQH�D�PRUH�H[FLWLQJ�WLPH�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV�
,I�\RX�SXW�ZKLWHWDLOV�DERYH�DOO�RWKHU�JDPH��1RYHPEHU�LV�\RXU�IDYRULWH�PRQWK�

RI�WKH�\HDU��$QG�DV�LV�WUXH�IRU�PRVW�JRRG�WLPHV��LW�GRHVQ¶W�ODVW��1RYHPEHU�LV�RYHU�
too soon. Tony Hansen laments this in his “Bowhunting” column on page 18 and 
RIIHUV�ZD\V�WR�VTXHH]H�HYHU\�SRVVLEOH�PLQXWH�RI�KXQWLQJ�WLPH�RXW�RI�WKLV�PRQWK��
1RYHPEHU�LV�IXQ�QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�DFWLRQ�FDQ�FRPH�TXLFN��EXW�DOVR�EHFDXVH�\RX�
can make that action happen. Calling and decoying are exciting tactics, and we’re 
IHDWXULQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�³&UDVK�&RXUVH´�YLGHRV�IURP�0DUN�.D\VHU�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH�WR�
JLYH�\RX�WLSV�RQ�KRZ�WR�EHVW�XVH�WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV��6HH�SDJH���IRU�D�45�FRGH�WKDW�
ZLOO�WDNH�\RX�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKHVH�YLGHRV�
(QMR\�1RYHPEHU�ZKLOH�LW¶V�KHUH��)LQG�ZD\V�WR�VWUHWFK�\RXU�KXQWLQJ�WLPH��HYHQ�

if it’s less than an hour. If you’re in the woods, you’re in the game.
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Serious waterfowlers choose Stoeger
When cold wind is pelting your face with sleet and icicles  
are forming on your blind, you need a rugged shotgun that 
functions reliably in extreme weather. Stoeger’s M3500 and 
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you want a gun that’s everything you are – tough, consistent 
and accurate. Ask your firearm dealer to show you a Stoeger 
M3500 or M3020 semiautomatic shotgun and experience 
the fit, balance and sturdy construction that make them the 
logical choice for waterfowlers.   StoegerIndustries.com
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CRASH THE RUT

November is prime time for deer hunters, 
and our “Crash Course” videos will help 
you rule the rut. Get quick lessons on call-
ing, decoys, stand placement and more. 
Scan the code at the right to start watching.
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GOES IN SMOOTH.

COMES OUT 

DEADLY.

FOUR 5-COUNT SPEED LOADERS PER PACKAGE.

50 CAL

290 gr. FTX®
Item No. 67713

800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

WHEN YOU HAVE ONE SHOT THIS MUZZLELOADER SEASON, MAKE IT COUNT!

A C C U R A T E.  D E A D L Y.  D E P E N D A B L E.® 

Fast and easy to load, the Bore Driver™ 

FTX® delivers the ultimate in muzzleloader 

performance. At the heart of the system is a 

polymer base that seals the bore to deliver 

maximum energy transfer and accuracy.

■ LOADS FAST AND EASY

■ EXTREME ACCURACY

■ TOUGH COPPER ALLOY JACKET

■ PATENTED FLEXTIP® BULLET 

WITH INTERLOCK® RING

■ PERFORMANCE-BOOSTING BASE
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full, and Last Quarter (Last Q). Times listed 
represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day.

Best Days Good Days Fair Days

For your own 2021 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock go to moontimes.com or send $9.95 each, plus $3.75 
shipping/handling per order, to: Moon Clock, P.O. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358.
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S
ome years ago I participated 
in a cull hunt for whitetail deer 
on a large property in Texas. 
The other hunters and I were 

VKRRWLQJ�5HPLQJWRQ�5����ULÀHV�FKDP-
bered in .308 Win., and we were pro-
vided with 168-grain Barnes VOR-TX 
ammunition. This was more than enough 
gun for 70- to 170-pound deer, but the 
¿UVW�GD\�RI�VKRRWLQJ�ZDV�GLVDVWURXV��
Most of the deer were hit well but ran 
100-plus yards into thick brush that was 
polluted with rattlesnakes.

One hunter suggested the Barnes bul-
lets were not expanding, but I knew that 
was not the case. Mono-metal bullets like 
those loaded in the VOR-TX ammo ex-
pand after passing though only a couple 
inches of ballistic gelatin. 

We needed to make a change, and 
fortunately one hunter had a case of 
168-grain Hornady Zombie Max ammo. 

The Z-Max bullets used in this load were 
a conventional cup-and-core design with 
a lead core and polymer tip. I suggested 
we make the switch, and when we did, 
we started dropping deer instantly. The 
ones that ran after the shot made it only 
15 to 30 yards. Both bullets killed deer, 
but the lead-core Z-Max bullets put them 
down faster.

The following year I was conducting 
bullet experiments at the Barnes facility 
DQG�UDQ�D�WHVW��9DULRXV�EXOOHWV�ZHUH�¿UHG�
into an 8-inch block of ballistic gelatin 
at a range of 100 yards, and the amount 
of energy deposited inside the block was 
calculated by measuring the bullet’s 
velocity as it exited the offside of the 
block. On average, mono-metal bullets 
like the Barnes TSX dumped about 50 
percent of their energy inside the gel 
block. Cup-and-core bullets dumped 70 
percent or more of their energy.

The mono-metal bullets had about the 
same recovered diameter as the lead-core 
bullets, but they did not shed any weight. 
They penetrated about 40 percent deeper 
than lead-core bullets. In contrast, the 
lead-core bullets lost about 30 percent 
to 50 percent of their weight and created 
more impressive wound cavities due 
to the material transfer. That’s why we 
were able to put deer down quicker on 
that cull hunt with the lead-core Zombie 
Max ammunition.

When you cull more than 100 deer 
in three days, and then back it up with 
empirical testing, you learn stuff. You 
can have either deep penetration or 
massive tissue damage, but not both. 
When deer hunters use high-velocity 
big-game cartridges with muzzle veloci-
ties below 3,000 fps—cartridges like 
the .243 Win. and .308 Win. or the 6.5 
Creedmoor and 7mm-08 Rem.—they are 
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SHOOTING

LOADED 
for DEER

Lead-core bullets 

remain the best choice  

for America’s most 

popular big game.

By Richard Mann



Now it’s up  
to you.

NormaShooting.com

Norma’s legendary reputation is the sum of more 

than 100 years of intentionality. Each cartridge is 

crafted from the best materials and held to the 

narrowest tolerances. Only the highest quality 

powder is used to ensure exact pressures, velocity, 

and accuracy. Whether hunting, competing, 

or defending your family, Norma bullets are 

meticulously designed and manufactured for 

specific needs and applications. 

Learn More
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woods ranges, InterLock bullets will 
retain 65 percent to 70 percent of their 
weight and dump 70 percent to 75 per-
FHQW�RI�WKHLU�HQHUJ\�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW���
inches of penetration, while pushing 
to about double that depth. 

REMINGTON CORE-LOKT

The Remington Core-Lokt has been a 
JR�WR�GHHU�EXOOHW�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��
It’s often called “the deadliest mushroom 
in the woods” for a reason. The bullet’s 
cup-and-core design has a soft lead core 
that expands wide, sheds material and 
transfers as much as 75 percent of its 
HQHUJ\�WKURXJK�RQO\���LQFKHV�RI�SHQ-
etration. There’s nothing new about the 
Core-Lokt and there doesn’t need to be. 
While it may not sound as sexy as some 
of the more modern loads, it’s been 
dropping deer for almost a century.   

better served with lead-core bullets that 
expand widely, dump lots of energy and 
create profound wound cavities through 
material transfer. Ammo manufacturers 
know this, too, and its why we now have 
an assortment of loads that have been 
ideally adapted for deer hunting.

Mono-metal or bonded bullets make 
sense for deer hunting if you’re using a 
cartridge that produces an extremely high 
velocity, like the .300 Win. Mag., or a 
small-caliber cartridge like the .223 Rem. 
High impact velocities necessitate bullets 
that hold together, and small-diameter, 
lightweight bullets need to retain their 
weight to facilitate necessary penetra-
tion. (Of course, another reason to use 
mono-metal bullets for deer is if you’re 
hunting in a state or area that mandates 
non-lead projectiles.) For most of the 
common deer-hunting cartridges, turn 
WR�WKH�GHHU�VSHFL¿F��FXS�DQG�FRUH�ORDGV�
for the best performance.

Here’s a look at four loads that have all 
been crafted to deliver in the deer woods. 
One is new, two have been with us for 
a few years, and another is likely older 
than you are. Regardless of their age, all 
these loads have one thing in common. 
They are designed to drop deer through 
the application of dynamic lead-core 
H[SDQVLRQ��ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�
amounts of intensive energy transfer.

NORMA WHITETAIL

Norma has a storied reputation when it 
comes to manufacturing precision am-
munition, and the company’s bonded 
Oryx bullet is a legendary worldwide 
big-game bullet. Now Norma offers 
D� OLQH�RI�DPPXQLWLRQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\� LQ-
tended for whitetail deer, and it utilizes 
a bullet of traditional construction with 
a lead core encased in a thin jacket. 
This allows the bullet to deliver maxi-
mum energy transfer. Inside 100 yards,  

expect about 16 inches of penetration 
and double-diameter expansion with 
around 60 percent weight retention. This 
is ideal terminal performance to put deer 
down and keep them there.

WINCHESTER DEER SEASON XP

The Deer Season XP line from Winchester 
delivers terminal performance very simi-
lar to that of the Norma Whitetail line. 
But Winchester gets that performance a 
bit differently. The Extreme Point bullet 
has a large polymer tip to help initiate 
dramatic expansion and improve down-
UDQJH�ÀLJKW�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��%HKLQG�WKDW�
tip is an alloyed lead core surrounded by 
a tapered jacket. These bullets deliver 
massive wound cavities, extreme energy 
dump and moderate penetration, which 
is just what deer hunters need.

HORNADY AMERICAN WHITETAIL

These deer-specific loads use the 
InterLock bullet that made Hornady fa-
mous. The InterLock has a one-piece lead 
core that’s locked into the tapered jacket 
via a raised, internal ring. Penetration is 
on the moderate side and wound cavities 
are large due to generous expansion. At 

Although these four loads are vastly different, 

the terminal performance their bullets deliver 

on deer is similar in that it’s primarily driven by 

high energy transfer. Loads that anchor deer 

quickly include, from top to bottom: Norma 

Whitetail, Winchester Deer Season XP, Hornady 

American Whitetail and Remington Core-Lokt.
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A
s the name suggests, straight-pull 

bolt-action rifles require only a lin-

ear, back-and-forth motion to cycle 

the bolt. A straight-pull bolt need not 

be rotated to move lugs in and out of recesses 

during cycling. Pulling the handle straight 

backward removes the bolt from battery, and 

pushing it directly forward achieves lockup.

While straight-pull rifles need just two bolt 

movements to cycle a round, traditional 

turn-bolt actions need four. (Lift the bolt 

handle to rotate the lugs out of lock-up, 

pull the bolt fully to the rear to eject the 

spent cartridge, push the bolt forward until 

it stops to chamber a fresh round, and then 

lower the bolt handle to engage the lugs and 

achieve lock-up.) This makes straight-pull 

rifles, such as the Savage Impulse, faster 

to cycle. Plus, all the movement stays on 

one plane parallel to the bore. 

Bearing Down
The key to the Impulse’s straight-pull action 

is Savage’s Hexlock bolt, which relies on 

six ball bearings encircling the bolt head, 

rather than square-shouldered lugs, for 

lockup. When the Impulse’s bolt handle is 

pushed fully forward and the bolt is closed, 

a plunger inside the bolt body forces the ball 

bearings outward. The bearings lock into a 

recess machined in the barrel extension.

When a round is fired and pressure against 

the bolt head increases, the bearings tighten 

to provide greater lockup strength for safety. 

Savage tested the Hexlock bolt with magnum 

and high-pressure cartridges, and it is capable 

of handling both. After the pressure subsides, 

pulling back on the bolt handle causes the 

interior plunger to recede and release the 

ball bearings from their recess, enabling the 

bolt to travel to the rear and eject the case.

Handling It
A series of cams inside the bolt body near the 

root of the bolt handle control the movement 

of the plunger. These cams are actuated by 

the back-and-forth movement of the handle, 

keeping all the motion needed to cycle the 

bolt in a straight line. The bolt handle does 

rotate, but its rotation is on a plane parallel to 

the receiver and the bore instead of roughly 

perpendicular to it, as with conventional turn-

bolt actions. The Impulse’s rotary bolt handle 

works with the cam system to provide a me-

chanical advantage during cycling.

Because of this rotation, the bolt handle 

can be placed in five different positions that 

change its angle relative to the shooter. The 

bolt handle can also be moved to the left side 

of the gun in about a minute with no special 

tools required. Although Savage currently 

offers Impulse rifles with the ejection port 

on the right side only, left-handed shooters 

nonetheless get a rifle that they can set up 

to cycle with their dominant hand, without 

having to reach over the stock.

Fitting Changes
Savage combines the straight-pull action 

with a composite stock featuring the AccuFit 

system, which permits shooters to change 

both length of pull and comb height to fit 

individual builds. This is important because 

a gun that fits is easier to cycle efficiently 

and with less effort, which also contributes 

to speed. Follow-up shots can save the day, 

and the Savage Impulse’s design makes those 

shots come quickly when they are needed. 

A D V E R T O R I A L

STRAIGHT SPEED
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f I believed in genies, I know 
what one of my three wishes 
would be. I’d wish that November 
was the month that lasted the span 

of six. I wouldn’t be too greedy. I’d 
want to keep April and May for turkeys, 
June, July and August for smallmouth 
¿VKLQJ��DQG�'HFHPEHU�IRU�KROLGD\V��
The rest, November.

7KHUH�LV��ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��QR�PRQWK�
¿QHU� WKDQ� WKDW�RQH�ZKHQ� LW�FRPHV� WR�
hunting whitetails. Sure, the end of the 
PRQWK�FDQ�JHW�D�ELW�VORZ�DQG�ERZKXQW-
ers have to work their way around some 
orange from time to time, but those are 
VPDOO�FRQFHVVLRQV�WR�PDNH�IRU�VXFK�D�
JUDQG�H[SHULHQFH�
I love hunting in November, but I 

KDWH�KRZ�IDVW�WKH�PRQWK�VHHPV�WR�À\�E\��
Take advantage of every single minute. 
But how? There’s work to do, tasks to 
FRPSOHWH��NLGV�WR�FDUH�IRU��IDPLO\�WR�DS-
SHDVH��/HW¶V�KDYH�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�
WLPH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG��PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��
time maximization.

HUNT EVERY MINUTE YOU CAN ...

)RU�PXFK�RI�GHHU�VHDVRQ��\RXU�HIIRUWV�
VKRXOG�EH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKRVH�PDJLFDO�KRXUV�
just after sunrise and just before sunset. 
'XULQJ�1RYHPEHU��KRZHYHU��ZKHQ�WKH�UXW�
KDQJV�WKLFN�LQ�WKH�DLU��PLGGD\�KXQWV�FDQ�
EH�KLJKO\�HIIHFWLYH��,�KDYH�NLOOHG�PDWXUH�
EXFNV�GXULQJ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�GD\�DQG�
KDYH�KDG�SOHQW\�RI�RWKHU�HQFRXQWHUV�WKDW�
GLGQ¶W�UHVXOW�LQ�D�¿OOHG�WDJ��

:KHQ�1RYHPEHU�¿QDOO\�DUULYHV��,¶OO�
be in the woods as many hours of day-
OLJKW�DV�,�FDQ��,W¶V�VLPSOH�PDWK��UHDOO\��
,I�\RX�W\SLFDOO\�KXQW�DERXW�WKUHH�KRXUV�
in the morning and another three in the 
HYHQLQJ��\RX¶YH�VWDFNHG�XS�VL[�KRXUV�RI�
hunting in a day. Now, if you’re able 
to say put and in the woods during the 
midday, you’ll easily add another four 
hours to the total. Your odds of tagging 
D�JRRG�EXFN�DUH�KLJKHU�ZKHQ�\RX�ORJ�
more hours in the areas they live. Even 
if the midday hours are less than ideal 
IRU�GHHU�DFWLYLW\��WKHUH�LV�VRPH�GXULQJ�
WKH�UXW��7KRVH�KRXUV�FRXQW�

7KLV�LV�D�WDFWLF�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�VHHPV�
WR�EH�PRUH�SURGXFWLYH�DV� WKH�PRQWK�
wanes. In my opinion, it’s a matter of 
doe availability. In early November, there 
are more does ready to breed than later 
in the month. There are still plenty of 
EXFNV�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH��EXW�IHZHU�GRHV�
IRU�WKHP�WR�SXUVXH��7KLV�FUHDWHV�FRPSHWL-
WLRQ��&RPSHWLWLRQ�FUHDWHV�PRUH�IUDQWLF�
DQG�IUHTXHQW�PRYHPHQW�E\�EXFNV��ZKLFK�
OHDGV�WR�PRUH�PLGGD\�FUXLVLQJ�WKDQ�DW�
any other time of the year.

... BUT DON’T MAKE IT A CHORE

,¶YH�MXVW�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�\RX�KXQW�DOO�
GD\�LQ�1RYHPEHU�DV�RIWHQ�DV�\RX�FDQ��
,W¶V�VRXQG�DGYLFH��EXW�LW¶V�DOVR�DGYLFH�,�
struggle to take.
If I’m not seeing deer on a semi-

regular basis, I’m going to get bored and 
,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�VWUXJJOH�WR�VWD\�LQ�SODFH��
7KXV�,¶YH�EHFRPH�D�PDVWHU�RI�WKH�³DOPRVW�
all-day” sit. It looks something like this.
I’ll be on stand, ready to go well 

before daylight. I’m hunting deer that 
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Here’s a plan for making the most of every day, hour and minute of November. 
By Tony Hansen
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With every anti-hunting law passed, wildlife management suffers and

\RX�ORVH�D�PHPRU\�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�

JOIN THE SPORTSMEN’S ALLIANCE

6325760(16$//,$1&(�25*�0(0%(56+,3�



C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 O

F 
M

O
S

S
Y

 O
A

K

are pretty wise to the ways of hunters. 
They tend to head toward bed early, 
even during the rut, and they’ll often 
wait until very late morning to start 
VQLI¿QJ�DURXQG��7KH\¶UH�XVHG�WR�KXQW-
ers leaving around 10 or 10:30. I think 
those deer feel more secure as the clock 
approaches 11:30, and that’s when they 
start cruising doe bedding areas. I want 
to be in the woods then so I typically 
stay until 12:30 or 1 o’clock.

Then, if action is slow and I’m start-
LQJ�WR�JHW�¿GJHW\��,�KRS�RXW�RI�P\�VWDQG�
and head for my truck. I like to eat and 
so I make my midday meal one I look 
forward to. It might be a favorite sub from 
a local shop I’ve stashed in the cooler, 
or maybe I’ll head to a drive-through if 
one is nearby.

As I eat, I’ll listen to a podcast or, if 
the cell signal is strong enough, stream 
a favorite hunting video from YouTube. 
The point is to take a short break, try 
to fully relax and enjoy the experience.
I’ll use the dashboard vent to dry 

gloves and socks, or throw on dry pairs. 
I’ll often swap out my sweatshirt for a 
new one, maybe even change jackets. 
The goal is to do what it takes to feel 
renewed, because fresh energy and a 
shot of anticipation of what the coming 
hours might bring is all I need to power 
through the rest of the day.

Typically, I’ll be back in the woods in 
60 to 90 minutes. I’m still hunting longer 
than in September or October, but I’m 
doing so in a manner that I enjoy. If you 
can pull off a true all-dayer, do it. If you 
can’t, do what it takes in order to spend 
as much time in the woods as possible.

PLAY THE SHORT GAME

If you live in an area that has adopted the 
annoyance of Daylight Savings Time you 
understand fully just how tough it can 
be to hunt after work once the clocks are 
rolled forward. Where it once was getting 
dark at 7:40, it’s now lights out at 6:30.

For me, that used to mean an end to 
after-work outings. Not so much any-
more. Now, if I can make it into a stand 
with more than, say, 30 minutes of legal 
shooting time left, I’m going. This is 
particularly true in November.

When the rut is on and bucks are mov-
LQJ��\RX�FDQ�¿OO�D�WDJ�LQ�WKH�EOLQN�RI�DQ�
eye. Take advantage of that. I have a 
couple of stands set for these super-short 
outings. My goal is to get from my place 

of work and into a treestand as quickly 
as I can. These stands are located where 
an easy entry is possible. They may not 
be the best locations on the property, but 
they’re in areas that allow me to get set 
up quickly and have a reasonable chance 
of scoring. For these setups, I like to 
have good to excellent visibility in at 
least three directions. This allows me to 
call to bucks that might be out of range. 
With so little time to hunt, I’m aggressive. 
I’ll call to bucks I see and often throw in  
blind calling as well.
It’s true you run the risk of bump-

ing deer when you have to arrive late. 
However, the odds of killing a buck are 
LQ¿QLWHO\�KLJKHU�ZKHQ�\RX�DFWXDOO\�KXQW�
than when you forfeit those last few min-
utes of daylight.

DON’T BE AFRAID TO MOVE

When you have limited time to spend 
on stand during the best month of the 
year, you can’t afford to waste a single 
minute in a setup that has minimal odds 
of producing a shot. I’m not in the woods 
to watch deer. I’m there to hunt them. 
When I see deer, particularly bucks that 
are clearly cruising for hot does, pass by 
out of range, I do not hesitate to climb 
down and move my stand location.
I’ve hung hundreds, maybe thousands,

of stands over the years. I can do it quickly 
and quietly, partly because I’m fussy 
about the stands and climbing sticks I 
use. I want quality pieces that hang eas-
ily, and I want them to be comfortable. 

I’ve owned untold numbers of cheap 
stands over the years. They were a pain 
to set up, a pain to haul around and not 
worth the savings. Today, I use only cast-
aluminum stands (think Novix, Lone 
Wolf, etc.) and sections of climhing 
sticks. With that combination, I can get 
up just about any tree in a hurry.

STAY READY

I used to have a ton of gear, and it was 
typically scattered around my house, 
RI¿FH�DQG�EDUQ��7KHQ�,�GHFLGHG�WR�UHEHO�
against the notion of excess and severely 
purged my bowhunting gear down to 
MXVW�ZKDW�¿WV� LQ�D�VLQJOH�SODVWLF� WRWH��
That tote is in my truck throughout 
the month of November along with 
my bow. No more searching around 
willy-nilly for a needed item. No more 
wasting time by driving home after 
work to grab gear.
I know exactly where everything is 

at all times. It takes me almost no time 
at all to grab the tote, throw on hunting 
clothes, pick up my bow and hit the 
woods. If I happen to get out of work 
a bit early, I’m ready to go because I 
have everything I need with me. The 
last thing I want to do is waste time. 
Planning ahead is nice, but when I get 
an unexpected opportunity to hunt in 
November, I want to take full advantage 
of it. By keeping everything I need to 
hunt in my truck, I’m able to minimize 
my time getting ready and maximize 
my time in the woods. 
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Cruising bucks appear suddenly 
when the rut is on, and even a 
short hunt during the last 30  
minutes of light can produce.
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ost hunters know how to re-
move choice cuts like the 
backstraps and tenderloins 
from deer. Fewer are as fa-

miliar with the legs, particularly the 
hindquarters. This is a shame, as the 
UHDU�OHJV�RIIHU�IDQWDVWLF�FXWV�¿W�IRU�YDU-
ious cooking styles. They’re also not as 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�EUHDN�GRZQ�DV�PDQ\�SHUFHLYH�

First, if possible, hang the deer at 
least a day or two in cool temperatures 
to allow rigor mortis to subside. Also 
consider dry-aging before butchering. 
Done correctly in safe temperatures (33 
to 40 degrees), it yields more tender and 
ÀDYRUIXO�PHDW�

When it’s time to start cutting, use an 
area that provides ample space for the 

hindquarter and your tools. Consider a 
curved, semi-stiff boning knife and a 
VWUDLJKW��PRUH�ÀH[LEOH�¿OOHW�NQLIH�IRU�
separating connective tissue and trim-
ming. You also want a large cutting 
board, gloves, paper towels, a meat-
storage container and plastic sheeting 
to cover the work surface and make 
cleanup easier.

There are two main ways to butcher 
a hindquarter: by removing the leg bone 
before separating the cuts or by taking 
individual cuts directly off the bone. 
Both are correct and often involve simply 
separating muscles along natural seams 
of connective tissue. I do better when 
UHPRYLQJ� WKH�ERQH�¿UVW��VR�,¶OO�IRFXV�
on that method.

SEAL THE DEAL

The most common vacuum-sealing device is the external 
vacuum sealer. Place the open end of a sealer bag into a tray, 
clamp the lid down and suck air out of the bag. The other option 
is a chamber vacuum sealer. The entire bag goes inside the 
machine, and the sealer removes all air within the chamber—
inside and outside the bag. 
 External vacuum sealers are inexpensive, and their design 
permits sealing larger cuts of meats. Chamber vacs excel 

marinating meats or for sous 
vide applications. They require 
more money upfront and are 
less portable.

With adjustable seal time and 
vacuum settings, and an integrated 
bag roll holder and cutter, the MEAT! 

Pro External Vacuum Sealer, left, 
($179.99; meatyourmaker.com) 
ups any hunter’s meat-preservation 
game. It’s also equipped with a 
removable drip tray for easy cleanup. 
For the hunter who freezes lots 
of meat or seals liquids often, there’s the MEAT! Chamber 

Vacuum Sealer, right ($799.99). This one also has adjustable 
seal time and vacuum settings, as well as a manual seal time 
mode. If you want professional-quality sealing, this is the ticket.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

HINDQUARTER 

HANDIWORK 
processing The rear legs of a deer may seem  

daunting, but these tips make prime cuts come easy.

By Drew Warden







IL
LU

S
TR

AT
IO

N
S

 B
Y

 P
ET

ER
 S

U
C

H
ES

K
I

THE PROCESS

Step 1

Remove any hair, dirt, blood-shot and 
excess fat on the skinned hindquarter. 
All can contaminate meat and negatively 
DIIHFW�ÀDYRU��5HPRYLQJ�IDW�DOVR�KHOSV�
reveal lines of connective tissue you’ll 
XVH�WR�VHSDUDWH�PXVFOH�JURXSV�

Step 2

Remove the shank by slicing along the 
sinew lines between it and the round. 
Do this on both sides of the hindquarter 
ZLWK�WKH�WLS�RI�D�ERQLQJ�NQLIH��&XW�WKH�
OLJDPHQW�RSSRVLWH�WKH�VKDQN��7KHQ�ZRUN�
WKH�NQLIH�WLS�JHQWO\�DURXQG�WKH�MRLQW�DW�WKH�
knee (not sawing at the bone) while using 
\RXU�RIIKDQG�WR�PRYH�DQG�DSSO\�SUHVVXUH�
WR�WKH�MRLQW��6ORZO\��\RX¶OO�VHSDUDWH�WKH�
shank from the round without needing 
a saw. If intended for grinding or stews, 
remove the shank meat from the bone. 

Step 3

6HW�WKH�URXQG�GRZQ�ZLWK�WKH�LQVLGH�IDFLQJ�
XS��7KH�IHPXU¶V�EDOO�VKRXOG�EH�YLVLEOH��
6WDUWLQJ�KHUH��PDNH�D�VWUDLJKW��VKDOORZ�
cut along the nearby seam down to the 

NQHHFDS��<RX�VKRXOG�IHHO�WKH�IHPXU�UXQ-
QLQJ�EHQHDWK�WKH�WLS�RI�\RXU�NQLIH��

Step 4

&XW�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�NQHHFDS�DQG�
SXOO�WKH�PHDW�EDFN�ZLWK�\RXU�IUHH�KDQG��
&RQWLQXH�FXWWLQJ�WR�H[SRVH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�
the femur. Work the blade tight around 
the bone’s contours, alternating cuts 
DORQJ�ERWK�VLGHV��.HHS� WKH�EODGH�ÀDW�
against the curve of the bone, and don’t 
cut into the meat below. While holding 
WKH�NQHHFDS�XS�ZLWK�\RXU�RIIKDQG��FXW�
below it and along the femur toward 
the ball until the entire bone is clear 
and comes free.

Step 5

3XOO�WKH�URXQG�DSDUW�ZLWK�\RXU�KDQGV��7KH�
still-connected individual cuts should lay 
ÀDW�RQ�WKH�FXWWLQJ�ERDUG�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX��
<RX¶OO�VHH�D�PDVV�RI�FRQQHFWLYH�WLVVXH�
ZLWK�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�WKLFN�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�
near the center of the round. Inside is 
a gland, which you should carefully 
remove by trimming the surrounding 
FRQQHFWLYH�WLVVXH��/HIW�LQ�SODFH��LW�FDQ�
taint the meat. 

Step 6

6HSDUDWH�WKH�FXWV�DORQJ�FRQQHFWLYH�WLVVXH�
OLQHV�ZLWK�\RXU�KDQGV�DQG�NQLIH�WLS��6HDPV�
are evident, so let nature be your guide. 
<RX�VKRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�WR�FXW�LQWR�PXVFOH��
7ULP�H[FHVV�IDW�DQG�VLQHZ��EXW�OHDYH�WKH�
VLOYHUVNLQ�WKDW�VXUURXQGV�PXVFOHV�WR�SUR-
tect meat during freezing. Leave cuts 
ODUJH�WR�DYRLG�H[SRVLQJ�PRUH�PHDW�WR�DLU�

F E M U R
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T O P  R O U N D

THE CUTS

/DUJHU�FXWV�LQFOXGH�WKH�WRS�DQG�ERWWRP�
URXQGV��H\H�RI�URXQG�DQG�VLUORLQ�WLS��<RX�
DOVR�KDYH�WKH�VLUORLQ�EXWW��UXPS���WUL�WLS�
and shank. All are great in their own ways.

Top and Bottom Rounds

Pulled from the deer’s hamstring area, 
WKHVH�FXWV�DUH�TXLWH�YHUVDWLOH��7KH\¶UH�
tender enough for cutting into steaks and 
hardy enough for making roasts or en-
during low-and-slow cooking methods, 
OLNH�VPRNLQJ�RU�EUDLVLQJ��&XEH�WKHP�LQWR�
NDEREV�RU�VOLFH�WKLQ�IRU�MHUN\�RU�VWLU�IU\��
2U�EXWWHUÀ\�DQG�SRXQG� WKHP�RXW�IRU�
FKLFNHQ�IULHG�VWHDN�RU�MDJHUVFKQLW]HO��

Eye of Round

&DOOHG� WKH�KLGGHQ� WHQGHUORLQ�EHFDXVH�
RI� LWV� DSSHDUDQFH�� PDQ\�FRRN� WKHP�
similarly. Pan-sear or grill whole, or 
DV�PHGDOOLRQV��,W¶V�DOVR�JRRG�DV�MHUN\�
RU�IDMLWD�PHDW��RU�LW�FDQ�EH�FXUHG�

Sirloin Tip

Also called the sirloin, football or 
NQXFNOH��WKH�VLUORLQ�WLS�LV�WRXJKHU�WKDQ�

the rounds but still makes great steaks, 
HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�\RXQJ�RU�DJHG�GHHU��,W¶V�
SHUIHFW�IRU�D�URDVW��2U�LW�FDQ�EH�VPRNHG��
EUDLVHG��JURXQG�XS�RU�WXUQHG�LQWR�MHUN\�

Tri-Tip

$�ZHOO�NQRZQ�EHHI�FXW��WKH�WUL�WLS�
is mostly overlooked on venison  
hindquarters because of its small 
size and how it blends in with 
WKH�VLUORLQ�WLS��,W¶V�JUHDW�IRU�ÀDVK�
searing. Like tenderloins, lean 
toward rare and medium rare. 

Sirloin Butt (Rump)

7KLV�FXW¶V�VL]H�GHSHQGV�RQ�KRZ�
well you removed the hindquar-
ter. It’s often small and used for 
SRW�URDVW��VWHZ�RU�JULQGLQJ�PHDW�

Shanks

6KDQNV�JHW�D�EDG�UDS��7KH\¶UH�WRXJK��
sinewy muscles that deer use often. 
&RRNHG�LPSURSHUO\��WKH\¶UH�DOPRVW�LQHG-
LEOH��&RRNHG�ULJKW²ORZ�DQG�VORZ�LQ�OLT-
XLG²WKH\¶UH�GHOLFLRXV��6KDQNV�DUH�SHUIHFW�
for osso bucco, braising on the bone or 

VLPPHULQJ�LQ�D�EURWK�WR�SURGXFH�VXFFXOHQW� 
stew meat. 
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HW¶V�FDOO�KLP�&OD\��+H�ZDV�D�
VHQLRU�FROOHDJXH�DQG�RQH�RI�P\�
PHQWRUV�LQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�KXQW-
HUV¶�REOLJDWLRQV�WR�ZLOGOLIH��+H�

FRXOG�KROG�D�URRP�LQ�UDSW�DWWHQWLRQ�DV�KH�
GLVFXVVHG�WKH�¿QHU�SRLQWV�RI�RXU�1RUWK�
$PHULFDQ�0RGHO�RI�:LOGOLIH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��
+H�FRXOG�ZD[�HORTXHQW�RYHU�D�FDPS¿UH�
DERXW�WKH�VSLULWXDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
KXPDQV�DQG�ZLOG�DQLPDOV�

+H�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�KXQWLQJ�
SDUWQHU��6R��ZKHQ�KH�WRRN�D�VQDS�VKRW�DW�D�
UXQQLQJ�PXOH�GHHU�EXFN��,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG��
%XW�WKHQ�ZKHQ�&OD\�UHIXVHG�WR�IROORZ�
XS�RQ�KLV�³PLVV´�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�KLW��,�ZDV�LUNHG�

³3UREDEO\�MXVW�D�ÀHVK�ZRXQG��LI�DQ\-
WKLQJ�´�KH�UDWLRQDOL]HG�
,�KDG�EHHQ�WDXJKW�WR�FRQ¿UP�HYHU\�VKRW�

DW�DQ�DQLPDO��HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW�DSSHDUHG�WR�

EH�D�FOHDQ�PLVV��7R�&OD\¶V�FRQVWHUQDWLRQ��
,�KLNHG�WKH�FRXSOH�KXQGUHG�\DUGV�WR�WKH�
VSRW�DQG�IRXQG�VKDUGV�RI�ERQH��D�VZDWFK�
RI�KDLU��DQG�HQRXJK�EORRG�DQG�PHDW�WR�
FRQ¿UP�ZKDW�,�KDG�VHHQ�LQ�P\�ELQRFXODU��
&OD\�KDG�KLW�WKH�EXFN��SUREDEO\�ORZ�LQ�
WKH�IURQW�VKRXOGHU��,�ZDONHG�EDFN�ZLWK�
WKH�QHZV�

³/HW¶V�NHHS�PRYLQJ��7KHUH¶V�PRUH�
ZKHUH�WKDW�RQH�FDPH�IURP�´�&OD\�VDLG��
³7KDW¶V�WKH�UHZDUG�RI�JRRG�PDQDJHPHQW�´

7KDW�LQFLGHQW�UHPDLQV�VR�FOHDU�EHFDXVH�
LW¶V�RQH�RI�WKH�VWDUNHVW�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�
GLVFRQQHFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DEVWUDFWLRQV�RI�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG�DSSOLFD-
WLRQ�RI�LW��:H�WDON�D�ORW�DERXW�³IDLU�FKDVH´�
DQG�³HWKLFDO�KDUYHVW�´�EXW�WKRVH�DUH�MXVW�
VTXLVK\�LGHDV�XQOHVV�WKH\¶UH�LPSOHPHQWHG�
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�

<RXU�VWDWH¶V�KXQWLQJ�UHJXODWLRQV�ZLOO�
OHW�\RX�NQRZ�LQ�H[KDXVWLYH�GHWDLO�ZKDW�
LV�LOOHJDO��7KH�XQZULWWHQ�UXOHV�WKDW�JXLGH�
LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�XV�VSRUWVPHQ�DQG�
�ZRPHQ�DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�H[WHQVLYH��%XW�
ZH�DOVR�PXVW�IROORZ�WKH�VLOHQW�FRPPDQG-
PHQWV�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�LV�WR�
NHHS�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�DQLPDOV�ZH�KXQW�DV�
D�WRS�SULRULW\��$QRWKHU�HTXDOO\�SRZHUIXO�
FRPPDQGPHQW��H[HUFLVH�UHVWUDLQW�

ETHICS IN PRACTICE

,¶OO�JLYH�\RX�D�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�
WKLV�SOD\V�RXW�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��2EYLRXVO\��
&OD\¶V�XQFRQFHUQ�IRU�LQMXULQJ�WKDW�GHHU�
LV�D�VWDUN�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�GR�
HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�RXU�DELOLW\�QRW�WR�LQÀLFW�
QHHGOHVV�SDLQ�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�RQ�ZLOGOLIH��
EXW�VRPHWLPHV�WKH�OLQHV�JRYHUQLQJ�RXU�
EHKDYLRU�JHW�IX]]\�

7DNH�SDUW\�KXQWLQJ��,Q�P\�KRPH�VWDWH�
RI�0RQWDQD��LW¶V�H[SUHVVO\�IRUELGGHQ�IRU�
RQH�KXQWHU�WR�¿OO�WKH�EDJ�OLPLW�IRU�DQ-
RWKHU��,�FDQQRW��IRU�LQVWDQFH��VKRRW�D�GRH�
ZKLWHWDLO�IRU�P\�GDXJKWHU��,I�VKH�KROGV�
WKH�WDJ��VKH�PXVW�EH�WKH�RQH�WR�¿OO�LW��7KDW�
UXOH�LV�DOVR�LQ�HIIHFW�IRU�ZDWHUIRZO��EXW�
WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�ELUGV�DOORZHG�E\�D�
JURXS¶V�VL]H�VRPHWLPHV�ZURQJO\�JRYHUQV�
VKRRWLQJ�LQVWHDG�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�OLPLWV��

&RQVLGHU�RXU�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�VHQVH�
RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZH�IHHO�ZKHQ�ZH�KXQW�
RU�¿VK�RQ�SXEOLF�JURXQG�DQG�ZDWHU��7KLV�
LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WLPHOHVV�WHQVLRQV�LQ�RXU�
VSRUWLQJ�WUDGLWLRQV��:H�ORYH�WKH�LGHD�RI�
PRUH�KXQWHUV�DQG�DQJOHUV�MRLQLQJ�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�RI�VSRUWVPHQ�DQG��ZRPHQ��
EXW�ZH�KDWH�WR�VHH�WKHP�LQ�RXU�SODFHV�
,¶P�DV�JXLOW\�RI�WKLV�DV�WKH�QH[W�JX\��

UDFLQJ�D�VWUDQJHU¶V�SLFNXS�WR�WKH�VLJQ�LQ�

26   NOVEMBER 2021    GAFMAG.COM

CONSERVATION

we must Apply standards of  

conduct when nobody is looking.
By Andrew McKean



ER[�VR�,�FDQ�KDYH�¿UVW�SLFN�RI�VSRWV��RU�
VHWWLQJ�XS�WRR�FORVHO\�WR�DQRWKHU�KXQWHU¶V�
EOLQG�DW�D�SXEOLF�ZDWHUIRZO�UHIXJH��7KRVH�
DUH�HLWKHU�VXEWOH�RU�VWDUN�YLRODWLRQV�RI�
RXU�XQZULWWHQ�UXOHV�RI�FRQGXFW�LQ�WKH�
¿HOG��EXW�WKH\�FDQ�DOVR�OHDG�WR�VDIHW\�RU�
UHVRXUFH�LPSOLFDWLRQV��+RZ�GRHV�VXFK�
EHKDYLRU�VTXDUH�ZLWK�RXU�SXEOLF�SUR-
QRXQFHPHQWV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�JDPH�VKDULQJ�
FRQVHUYDWLRQLVWV"

2WKHU�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�LQFOXGH�HUHF-
WLRQ�RI�WUHHVWDQGV�RU�EOLQGV�RQ�HLWKHU�
SXEOLF�RU�SULYDWH�SURSHUWLHV��,¶YH�KXQWHG�
WKH�IHQFHOLQHV�RI�SODFHV�ZKHUH�,�KDG�SHU-
PLVVLRQ�DQG�IRXQG�VWDQGV�SODFHG�MXVW�RQ�
WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�IHQFH��/HJDO"�<HV��
(WKLFDO"�0D\EH�QRW�

6RPH�RI�WKHVH�YLRODWLRQV�RI�FRGHV�RI�
FRQGXFW�DUH�LQWHQWLRQDO��2WKHUV�SURE-
DEO\�DUHQ¶W��WKRXJK�WKH\�FDQ�VHHP�OLNH�
LW�DW�WKH�WLPH��,¶YH�JRWWHQ�XS�XQQDWXUDOO\�
HDUO\�RQ�D�FROG��ZLQG\�PRUQLQJ��VORJJHG�
WKURXJK�LF\�ZDWHU�LQ�WKH�GDUN�WR�VHW�XS�
GHFR\V�LQ�D�SXEOLF�PDUVK��DQG�ZDLWHG�LQ�
HDJHU�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�IRU�OHJDO�OLJKW�RQO\�WR�
KDYH�WKH�¿UVW�ÀLJKWV�RI�ELUGV�ZRUNLQJ�
P\�VSUHDG�VFDWWHUHG�E\�³VORE´�KXQWHUV�
SDVV�VKRRWLQJ�IURP�WKH�SHULSKHUDO�GLNHV�

$UH�WKH\�UHDOO\�³VOREV´"�2U�DUH�WKH\�
KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�KXQWHUV�WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\��VDPH�DV�PH"�$V�ZLWK�WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKHVH�HWKLFDO�ODSVHV��LW¶V�VLWXDWLRQDO�

LISTEN TO YOUR INNER VOICE

,I�\RX�KXQW�RU�¿VK�ORQJ�HQRXJK��\RX�JHW�D�
VHQVH�IRU�OLPLWLQJ�\RXU�LPSDFW�RQ�D�JLYHQ�
UHVRXUFH��<RX�H[HUFLVH�UHVWUDLQW��<RX�GRQ¶W�
NHHS�DOO�WKH�ELJ�EOXHJLOOV��RU��\RX�OHW�WKDW�
EXFN�ZDON�LI�\RX�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�\RX�
ZRQ¶W�EH�DEOH�WR�JHW�DOO�RI�KLV�PHDW�RXW�RI�
WKH�EDFNFRXQWU\�ZLWKRXW�VSRLODJH�

$QG�\RX�FDOO�RXW�\RXU�EXGG\¶V�H[FHV-
VLYH�RU�XQVHHPO\�EHKDYLRU��7KLV�FDQ�
EH�DPRQJ�WKH�KDUGHVW�WKLQJV�WR�GR��DV�
,�ZDV�UHPLQGHG�LQ�D�KXQWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�
FODVV�,�WDXJKW�LQ�P\�KRPHWRZQ��,�KDG�
PHQWLRQHG�WR�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKH�
EUDYHVW�WKLQJV�D�EHJLQQLQJ�KXQWHU�FDQ�GR�
LV�WR�SRLQW�RXW�D�PHQWRU¶V�EDG�EHKDYLRU��
ZKHWKHU�LW¶V�GULYLQJ�RII�HVWDEOLVKHG�URDGV��
WUHVSDVVLQJ�RU�RYHU�VKRRWLQJ�D� OLPLW��
$IWHU�WKH�FODVV��DV�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�DUULYLQJ�
WR�SLFN�XS�WKHLU�NLGV��RQH�IDWKHU�DVNHG�
KLV�VRQ�ZKDW�KH�KDG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�GD\�

³,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�\RX�GR�D�ORW�RI�LOOHJDO�
VWXII��'DG�´�WKH�NLG�EOXUWHG�RXW��7KH�ID-
WKHU�ÀDVKHG�PH�D�GDUN�ORRN�DQG�KXUULHG�
KLV�NLG�LQWR�WKH�SLFNXS��EXW�,�KRSH�WKDW�
PRPHQW�PDGH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. WHK���-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• 5 ¼" 420HC stainless steel blade • Full-tang design with gut hook

• Pakkawood handle with brass pins • Bonus heavy duty nylon sheath

Stauer®

1-800-333-2045
 Your Insider Offer Code: WHK���-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed 

original Stauer.com price.

Our new Whitetail™ Hunting Knife will quickly become your
go-to blade for every expedition. The Whitetail™ is a premium 

fixed-blade hunting knife that’s perfect for skinning. With the 
Whitetail at hand, you’ll be ready for field dressing in only sec-
onds, and you’ll never need a separate gut hook tool ever again. 
The Whitetail™ boasts a mighty 420 high carbon, full tang stain-
less steel blade, meaning the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it 
runs the full length of the knife. According to Gear Patrol, a full 
tang blade is key, saying “A full tang lends structural strength to 
the knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one long steel beam 
versus two.”

The comfortable handle is made from pakkawood—moisture-
resistant and more durable than hardwood. If hunting is your life, 
then the Whitetail™ Knife was designed to make your life easier.  

With our limited edition Whitetail™ Hunting Knife you’re 
getting the best in 21st-century construction with a classic look 
inspired by legendary American pioneers. What you won’t get 
is the trumped up price tag. We know a thing or two about 
the hunt–– like how to seek out and capture an outstanding, 
collector’s-quality knife that won’t cut into your bank account.  

This knife can be yours to use out 
in the field or to display as the art 
piece it truly is. But don’t wait. A 
knife of this caliber typically cost 
hundreds. Priced at an amazing 
$49, we can’t guarantee this knife 
will stick around for long. So call 
today!

Your satisfaction is 100% 
guaranteed. Feel the knife in 
your hands, wear it on your
hip, inspect the craftsman-
ship. If you don’t feel like 
we cut you a fair deal, send 
it back within 30 days for a 
complete refund of the item 
price. But we believe that 
once you wrap your fingers 

around the Whitetail’s handle, you’ll be ready to 
carve your own niche into the wild frontier. 

The hunt for the perfect outdoorsman knife is over. 
There’s only one tool you need: the Whitetail™ Hunting 
Knife—now ONLY $49!

Field Dress For Success

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of 

Whitetail™ Hunting 
Knife

Rating of A+

Not shown 

actual size.

What customers are saying 
about Stauer knives...

ÌÌÌÌÌ
“Good value. Great looking. 

Sufficiently sharp. Overall 
an “A” purchase and 

I ordered three.”

— B. of Maryland

Whitetail™ Hunting Knife  $79*

Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P  Save $30

PLUS Free Stauer Compact Binoculars
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DR Power Equipment
A GENERAC POWER SYSTEMS COMPANY

World’s Most POWERFUL 
Leaf Vacuum!

Tow-Behind

•  Rated #1 in 
vacuum power

•  Huge capacity  
up to 321 gallons

•  Folds fl at for 
storage

EASY 
1-hand
dumping!

Walk-Behind

•  For landscaped or 
smaller properties

•  Easy on/off 8-bushel 
collector bag 

•  Self-propelled  
models 
available

DRleafvac.com 

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

• Mow fi eld grass up to 8' high

•  Cut brush up to 3" thick

•  Engines up to 22 HP

•  Decks up to 34" wide

•  Power 
steering 
available

DRfieldbrush.com

America’s Original 
Field & Brush Mower

Do it Right with DR®



GoDRpower.com
Request your FREE PRODUCT CATALOG 

Online or Toll-Free at 888-213-1812

World’s FASTEST 
Splitters!

•  Cycle times of just 3 seconds

• Proven rack & pinion technology

•  22 to 34-ton splitting force

•  Electric models available for 
splitting wood indoors or out

DRlogsplitter.com 

DRrototiller.com 

Faster, Easier, Food Plots
with the DR® Tow-Behind Tiller!

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

•  TRIM fencelines & perimeters

•  MOW waist-high grass 
& weeds

•  5X the power of hand-
held trimmers

•  Self-propelled 
models 

•  Gas- or battery-
powered

DRtrimmer.com

Trim and Mow 
the EASY Way! 

Make Yard Cleanup EASY 
with a Chipper Shredder!

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

•  CHIP big branches 
up to 5" thick

•  SHRED lighter yard 
and garden waste

•  REDUCE it all to 
a fraction of its 
original volume

DRchipper.com

•  Tills twice as wide as most walk-behind tillers

•  Puts no strain on you because your 
towing vehicle does all the work

•  Tine depth adjusts easily and 
                precisely from your 
                  driver’s seat
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A whitetail hunter gets a rare chance at redemption

when an elusive trophy crosses his path in Oklahoma.

By Dr. Todd A. Kuhn
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T
he prairie grass bristled as an 
angry wind whistled through 
it. In the darkness I could 
barely make out the hill I was 

climbing. It wasn’t particularly steep, 
EXW�WKH�LF\�LQFOLQH�RIIHUHG�QR�¿UP�IRRW-
ing. At its peak, a ground blind was 
perched overlooking the ravine below, 
ratcheted with cables to ensure it re-
mained anchored in the gale-force winds.
,W� ZDV� P\� ¿UVW� PRUQLQJ� KXQW� LQ�

Oklahoma, and it was inhospitably cold 
and dreadfully nasty. A 100-year storm 
had transformed the landscape into a 
fragile crystal, enshrining it in ice. With 
D�ÀDVKOLJKW�FOHQFKHG� LQ�P\�WHHWK�DQG�
thickly gloved hands, I chipped away 
at the accumulation on the blind’s door 
with my pocketknife. Once it was freed, I 
VKXIÀHG�LQVLGH��OHDQLQJ�P\�PX]]OHORDGHU�
against the far wall.

Settling into my chair—with the wind 
howling through the blind’s seams—I 
¿UHG�XS�WKH�WLQ\�VSDFH�KHDWHU��,W�EXUSHG�WR�
life with a hiss, casting a muted crimson 

glow. These were some of the most mis-
erable conditions I had ever hunted in, 
yet sitting there I couldn’t help but feel a 
VHQVH�RI�H[FLWHPHQW��,¶G�¿QDOO\�PDGH�LW�WR�
Oklahoma, a deer mecca overshadowed 
E\�PRUH�SXEOLFL]HG�ZKLWHWDLO�YHQXHV�

After a lifetime spent bowhunting 
whitetails, I had yet to punch a tag 
ZLWK�D�ULÀH�RU�PX]]OHORDGHU��,�KRSHG�
to change that during this trip. Little 
did I know this would be the beginning 
of a protracted Okie adventure I won’t 
soon forget.

CAMP PROPER

My hunt took place at Rut-N-Strut Guide 
Service near Elk City in the far western 
portion of Beckham County. With a 
population of around 11,500, Elk City is 
a quiet, quaint kind of place, located on 
Interstate 40 just off historic U.S. Route 
66, about 110 miles west of Oklahoma 
City and 150 miles east of Amarillo.
,�ZDV�WKHUH�WR�PX]]OHORDGHU�KXQW�DW�

the end October. It just so happened to 

be when Oklahoma was pummeled by 
its worst ice storm in a century. The 
entire landscape was ensconced in ice, 
WKH�JURXQG�D�IUR]HQ��VOLFN�PHVV�

After a dicey drive from the airport 
to camp, I sat down to a steaming bowl 
of homemade vegetable soup and a gen-
erous slice of buttery cornbread. Todd 
5RJHUV�UXQV�WKH�RXW¿W��D�PDQ�RI�UHVHUYHG�
demeanor with little to say, unless of 
course it needs saying. His two boys, 
Caden and Cole, help out with the guiding 
chores. Both are well-worn-cowboy-boot 
kinds of kids, with a polite “yes, ma’am” 
and “no, sir” genuineness about them.

$V�,�¿QLVKHG�D�VHFRQG�ERZO�RI�VRXS��
Todd sat with me and scrolled through 
WUDLO�FDP�SLFWXUHV� OLNH� D�NLG� OHD¿QJ�
through his baseball card collection. 
On occasion he would stop to share his 
favorite animals with me, as well as a 
stat or two: “He’s a four-and-a-half, runs 
over on our 403 parcel. He’ll go 143 or 
4, maybe a couple better depending on 
that left G3.”
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Rutting behavior was at peak levels during the 
author’s November Oklahoma hunt, providing 
an endless stream of activity during his sits.



C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 O

F 
TO

D
D

 R
O

G
ER

S
 (

TO
P

);
 D

R
. 

TO
D

D
 A

. 
K

U
H

N
 (

B
O

TT
O

M
)

During our impromptu deer review, 
one buck caught my eye, a gnarly brute 
with 10 or so points, lengthy tines and 
WKLFN��WZR�¿VWHG�PDVV��,�KDOI�MRNLQJO\�
DVNHG�5RJHUV�LI�KH�FRXOG�SXW�PH�RQ�VRPH-
WKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW��+H�FKXFNOHG��VD\LQJ�WKDW�
buck was “The Ghost,” a deer they’d only 
FDSWXUHG�RQ�WUDLO�FDPHUDV�DW�QLJKW��5RJHUV�
added that no one had ever seen the buck 
during daylight hours in the six-plus years 
KH¶G�EHHQ�RQ�FDPHUD��:LWK�WKDW��,�JOLEO\�
DQQRXQFHG�,¶G�RI¿FLDOO\�VFUDWFKHG�KLP�
RII�P\�ELJ�EXFN�ZLVK�OLVW�

FOILED AT FIRST

0\�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�,�VDW�RYHUORRNLQJ�D�
GHHS�UDYLQH�ZLWK�D�IHHGLQJ�VWDWLRQ� LQ�
LWV�ERWWRP��'XULQJ�WKDW�LQLWLDO�VLW�,�VDZ�
10 rack bucks pass through, pausing to 
IHHG�WKHQ�PRYLQJ�DORQJ�WKHLU�ZD\��$OO�
were quality deer, mostly 8-points, one 
a young 10 with tremendous potential, 
DV�ZHOO�DV�D�IHZ�VFUXEE\��V�,�GLGQ¶W�
FRXQW� LQ�P\�UDFN�EXFN� WDOO\��)RXU�RI�
the 8s were shooters by almost anyone’s 
PHDVXUH��EXW�,�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZDLW�RXW�
D�VSHFLDO�GHHU��$IWHU�D�FRXSOH�PRUQLQJ�
DQG�HYHQLQJ�KXQWV��,¶G�VHHQ�PRUH�VKRRWHU�
bucks with antlers that would measure 
IURP�����WR�����LQFKHV�WKDQ�,¶G�HYHU�
HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�RQH�SODFH�

Rogers’ real estate is littered with 
IDQWDVWLF�GHHU��7KLV�FDQ�EH�FUHGLWHG�WR�
the trophy management program he 
HPSOR\V��+H�HQFRXUDJHV�KXQWHUV�WR�
VKRRW�RQO\�PDWXUH�GHHU��WKRVH�������
years or older, and it has obviously 
SDLG�RII�LQ�VSDGHV�

$IWHU�,�KDG�SDVVHG�XS�VHYHUDO�YHU\�
nice bucks on the previous days, 
Rogers put me in the “Ghillie Blind” 
WKH�ODVW�PRUQLQJ��7KH�*KLOOLH�ZDV�
KLV�³JR�WR�VSRW�´�D����IRRW�KLJK�
WRZHU�DSWO\�QDPHG�IRU�LWV�WDWWHUHG�FORWK�
concealment treatment, which melted 
LQWR�WKH�WDQJOHG�EDFNGURS��$QG��OXFN\�
IRU�PH��LW�KDGQ¶W�EHHQ�KXQWHG�DOO�VHDVRQ�

The big blind overlooked a “green” 
¿HOG��ZKLFK�KDGQ¶W�UHFHLYHG�D�VPLGJHRQ�
RI�UDLQ�VLQFH�LWV�VRZLQJ�LQ�$XJXVW��$V�WKH�
sun rose on the barren, brilliant red-dirt 
SDUFHO��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRZ�GHYRLG�RI�LFH��
,�WKRXJKW�WKHUH�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�QR�ZD\�
,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�D�GHHU�WKHUH��%XW��DV�
is the case with all great guides, they 
DOZD\V�NQRZ�EHWWHU�
,Q�DERXW�DQ�KRXU¶V�WLPH��GHHU�VHHPHG�WR�

EHJLQ�RR]LQJ�RXW�IURP�XQGHU�HYHU\�URFN�
DQG�PDWHULDOL]LQJ�IURP�HYHU\�VKDGRZ��,W�
ZDV�DV�LI�VRPHRQH�KDG�NLFNHG�DQ�DQWKLOO��
,�VDZ�VHYHUDO�JUHDW�EXFNV��EXW�RSWHG�WR�
RQFH�DJDLQ�KROG�RXW�

:LWK�DERXW�DQ�KRXU�
OHIW�LQ�WKH�KXQW��,�VDZ�ZKDW�DS-
peared to be a really great buck walking 
RQ�D�IDLQW�WZR�WUDFN�WUDLO�FXWWLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�¿HOG��$V�OXFN�ZRXOG�KDYH�LW��KH�ZDV�
ZDONLQJ�GLUHFWO\�WRZDUG�PH��,�JRW�KLP�
LQ�P\�ELQRFXODU��VL]LQJ�KLP�XS��7KH�
FORVHU�KH�JRW��WKH�EHWWHU�KH�ORRNHG��$W�
DURXQG�����\DUGV�,�GHFLGHG�KH�ZRXOG�
EH�P\�2NODKRPD�GHHU�

:LWK� WKH�EXFN�QRZ�DW����\DUGV��,�
slipped the gun barrel through the blind’s 
ragged cloth and tried cocking the ham-
PHU��EXW�LW�ZRXOGQ¶W�EXGJH��,W�ZDV�ELQG-
LQJ�RQ�VRPHWKLQJ��$SSDUHQWO\��ZKHQ�,�
PRXWQHG�WKH�VFRSH��,¶G�SRVLWLRQHG�LW�WRR�
IDU�EDFN��:KHQ�VLJKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�JXQ��,�
had turned the scope all the way up to 
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The author’s first trip to Oklahoma  
coincided with a hellacious ice storm  

that created inhospitable conditions in  
which to pursue The Ghost (above).
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Built in our American factories by American workers, every 10/22® rifle that comes off the line 

is a quality firearm. With millions sold over a span of more than half a century, the Ruger® 10/22®

has long been America’s favorite rimfire rifle. When it comes to choosing your 

next .22 rifle, don’t settle for an imitation, make it an original.

“The Crew”         10/22® Team, Newport, New Hampshire



its highest power. Now, with the scope 
VHW�RQ�WKH�ORZHVW�SRZHU��WKH�PDJQL¿FD-
tion indicator was blocking the hammer.

As I fumbled with the gun, frantically 
WU\LQJ�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�KDG�JRQH�VR�
terribly wrong, the big buck closed the 
gap to just 30 yards. Once I’d solved 
the binding issue, I dialed the scope to 
its highest power and cocked the gun. 
The deer now stood just 20 steps away.
I tried to get him in the scope but 

FRXOGQ¶W�EHFDXVH�WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�
too high. I knew if I dialed the scope 
back down, the hammer would not clear. 
I was left to watch the big deer walk into 
the woods at arm’s length.
I’d muffed the golden opportunity 

I’d patiently held out for, and it was no 
one’s fault but my own. Back at camp, 
I hesitantly told my story to a group of 
bewildered hunters who simply couldn’t 
believe my misfortune and, of course, 
stupidity. One last evening hunt came 
and went without fanfare, and I was 
done. No Oklahoma monster buck, just 
one more silly deer-hunting story about 
the big one that got away.

Todd Rogers (right), owner of Rut-N-Strut 
Guide Service, worked tirelessly to put the 

author on a mature Oklahoma buck.



DIFFICULT DECISION

Rarely are hunters offered a second 
chance. It’s one swing-and-a-miss and 
you’re out. The hunting gods hardly 
ever offer mulligans. In my decades 
of bowhunting, I can’t remember ever 
being granted a do-over.

Nevertheless, I booked a second hunt 
with Rogers, returning several weeks 
ODWHU�GXULQJ�WKH�ULÀH�VHDVRQ�IRU�DQRWKHU�

bench running its length and devoid of 
any appreciable vegetation or brush.

Soon, the rising sun silhouetted two 
exceptional 8-points looking into the 
brushy ravine below. The bucks were 
at my 12 o’clock, a short chip-shot out. 
After giving them a good once-over, I 
decided to pass, again, holding out for 
something a bit better. As I watched the 
wide, particularly tall-racked buck to the 
right waddle away, I couldn’t help but 
second-guess myself. Had I just made 
another big mistake?

Several hours had passed when a 
glint of movement across the ravine 
caught my eye. On the distant hillside 
some 300-plus yards away, I spotted a 
doe with purpose to her trot. She disap-
peared over the sharp ridge as quickly 
as she had appeared.
I propped up a bit taller in my chair, 

craning to see what was sure to be fol-
lowing her. Seconds later, two bucks 
popped out from the brush below and 
moved up the hillside, track-for-track 
with the doe that had been there mo-
ments before.

at-bat. This time the rut was roaring and 
the ice had retreated, turning the ground 
to a gelatinous, goopy mud—the kind 
that tugs at your boots and slathers your 
pant legs. No matter, I was back.

The third morning found me tucked 
into a box blind overlooking a great 
ravine that stretched a considerable 
distance to my left and right. Directly 
across the ravine was a gently sloping D
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Once the ice had melted, the resulting  
moisture turned the Sooner State’s  

fabled red dirt into a sticky, slick morass.

TRADITIONS® NITROFIRE® — the world’s first and best muzzleloader that uses the 

FEDERAL PREMIUM® FIRESTICK™ SYSTEM. Revolutionary begins with Traditions®.

Elite XT™ Trigger System

Learn more about Traditions® NitroFire® at:
WWW.TRADITIONSFIREARMS.COM/NITROFIRE
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The lead buck was nice, but the one 
in tow was incredible. He was a thickly 
muscled specimen, with antlers strewn 
in all directions. I quickly placed the 
ULÀH�RQ�WKH�ZLQGRZ�OHGJH�DQG�VHWWOHG�
WKH�UHWLFOH�RQ�KLP��,�ÀLSSHG�WKH�VDIHW\�
RII�DQG�UHDGLHG�IRU�WKH�VKRW�«�DQG�WKHQ�
D�KDUVK�GRVH�RI�UHDOLW\�ZDVKHG�RYHU�PH�

7KH�ZLQG�ZDV�EORZLQJ�D�VWHDG\����
PSK��ZLWK�IUHTXHQW�JXVWV�LQWR�WKH�KLJK�
��V��,W�ZDV�EORZLQJ�GLUHFWO\�IURP�P\�
OHIW�WR�ULJKW��ZKLSSLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�UDYLQH�
WKHQ�VZLUOLQJ�XS�WKH�KLOOVLGH��0\�PLQG�
UDFHG�WU\LQJ�WR�FDOFXODWH�D�ZLQGDJH�KROG�
LQ�WKLV�LQVXIIHUDEOH�VLWXDWLRQ��7KLV�ZDV�
E\�IDU�WKH�ELJJHVW�GHHU�,¶G�HYHU�VHHQ�RQ�
WKH�KRRI��DQG�,�ZDV�VWDULQJ�DW�D�VKRW�,�
GH¿QLWHO\�KDG�QR�EXVLQHVV�WDNLQJ�

As the buck came to a stop and 
VWRRG�EURDGVLGH��QRZ�DW�����\DUGV��,�
EHJUXGJLQJO\�SXW� WKH�VDIHW\�EDFN�RQ�
DQG�SXOOHG� WKH� ULÀH� LQWR� WKH�EOLQG��,W�
ZDV� WKH�KDUGHVW� WKLQJ�,¶YH�HYHU�KDG�
WR�GR�ZKLOH�KXQWLQJ��6HFRQGV� ODWHU��,�
ZDWFKHG�WKH�EXFN¶V�UXPS�IROORZ�WKDW�
DPD]LQJ�UDFN�RYHU�WKH�ULGJH�

2QFH�,¶G�TXLW�VKDNLQJ�XQFRQWUROODEO\��
I texted my buddy and told him what 
KDG� MXVW�KDSSHQHG��,¶G� MXVW�VHHQ�P\�
ELJJHVW�GHHU�HYHU�DQG�ZDV�IRUFHG�LQWR�
SDVVLQJ��,�ZDV�FRQ¿GHQW�,¶G�QHYHU�JHW�
another chance like the one I just had, 
EXW�,�ZDVQ¶W�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLQJLQJ�D�VKRW�
in such conditions.

USER ERROR … AGAIN?

For the next two hours I sat in the blind 
UHSOD\LQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��VHFRQG�JXHVVLQJ�
my decision not to shoot. Doubt had now 
FUHSW�LQWR�P\�PLQG��DQG�,�KDG�GHYROYHG�
LQWR�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�EDVNHW�FDVH��$IWHU�WKH�
HDUOLHU�PX]]OHORDGHU�PLVKDS��,�FRXOGQ¶W�
VWRPDFK�WKLV�OHYHO�RI�IDLOXUH�DJDLQ�

7KHQ�,�FDXJKW�VRPHWKLQJ�PRYLQJ�LQ�
P\�SHULSKHU\�WR�P\�OHIW��D�ORQJ�SRNH�
GRZQ�WKH�UDYLQH��,W�ZDV�WZR�EXFNV�DW�
ZKDW�,�JXHVVWLPDWHG�WR�EH�DW�OHDVW�����
yards away. I put my bino on them but 
FRXOGQ¶W�WHOO�ZKDW�ZDV�RQ�WKHLU�KHDGV�
IRU�FHUWDLQ�

/XFNLO\��WKH\�ZHUH�PDNLQJ�WKHLU�ZD\�
WRZDUG�PH�� WKLV� WLPH�DORQJ� WKH�ULGJH�
RQ�P\�VLGH�RI�WKH�UDYLQH��%RWK�EXFNV�
ZHUH�VOLSSLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�UDYLQH��
HDFK�WLPH�MXVW�D�ELW�FORVHU��$W�DERXW�����
\DUGV��,�UHFRJQL]HG�RQH�RI�WKH�UDFNV��,W�
was him, the same buck I had to pass up 
HDUOLHU��,�RSHQHG�WKH�IURQW�EOLQG�ZLQGRZ�
DQG�UHDGLHG�P\�ULÀH�

6HYHUDO�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�KH�KDG�ZDONHG�WR�
���\DUGV�DQG�ZDV�QRZ�DW�P\����R¶FORFN��
-XVW�DV�,�ZHQW�WR�VOLGH�WKH�ULÀH�WKURXJK�
WKH�ZLQGRZ��D�ZLQG�JXVW�EOHZ�LW�VKXW��
WKH�QRLVH�HFKRLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UDYLQH�
OLNH�D�FDU�GRRU�VODPPLQJ��7KH�EXFN¶V�
KHDG�VQDSSHG��DQG�KH� ORRNHG�ULJKW�DW�
PH��,�IUR]H��EXW�KH�WURWWHG�TXLFNO\�LQWR�
D�UDYLQH�¿QJHU�WR�P\�LPPHGLDWH�ULJKW��
GLVDSSHDULQJ�LQWR�WKH�WKLFNHW�
,�IHOW�VLFN�WR�P\�VWRPDFK��DQG�,�NQHZ�

I had just blown yet another chance at 

ZKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�P\�ELJJHVW�GHHU�
HYHU��,�¿[HG�P\�VWDUH�RQ�ZKHUH�KH�KDG�
GURSSHG� LQWR� WKH� UDYLQH��KRSLQJ� LI�,�
VWDUHG�KDUG�DQG�ORQJ�HQRXJK��KH�ZRXOG�
PDJLFDOO\�UHDSSHDU�

Lo and behold, he did just that.
$�PLQXWH�ODWHU�,�VDZ�WKH�WLSV�RI�KLV�

DQWOHUV�FRPLQJ�XS� WKH�VLGH�RI� WKH� UD�
YLQH��WKUHH�SDFHV�WR�WKH�HDVW�RI�ZKHUH�
KH¶G�YDQLVKHG��,�RSHQHG�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH�
EOLQG�ZLQGRZ�DQG�JRW�P\�JXQ�UHDG\��$V�
KH�WRSSHG�WKH�UDYLQH¶V�FUHVW��,�SXW�WKH�

FIOCCHI FORCE
A new high-performance rifle load saves the day.

Fiocchi may be best known for its shotshells and rimfire ammunition, but the 
company recently spent considerable time reengineering and reimagining every 
aspect of its centerfire rifle cartridge lineup. The Fiocchi team devoted millions 
of developmental dollars, as well as countless research hours, in labs and on 
the range, to perfecting its centerfire offerings. This effort has led to the new 
Hyperformance Hunting centerfire line.

Fiocchi’s R&D team forged advances in propellent formulations to offer 
increased performance across all centerfire cartridges in the line. Manufacturing 
processes were also perfected, specifically for Fiocchi’s new Polymer-Tipped 
Copper Solid bullets. These are CNC-machined with longitudinal skives, or cuts, 
to produce dramatic petaling upon impact. The skives offer repeatable expansion 
to predictably increase both the bullet’s frontal diameter and the diameter of the 
wound channels produced during penetration.

In Oklahoma I used the 130-grain 6.5 Creedmoor Hyperformance Hunting 
Polymer-Tipped Copper Solid load, which has an advertised muzzle velocity of 
2,815 fps. My first shot was poor at best, hitting the buck well off my intended 
point of impact. However, the bullet’s petaling action and subsequent controlled 
expansion produced a wound cavity that incapacitated the large-bodied deer, 
allowing me to place a follow-up shot.

I credit the design features of the Polymer-Tipped Copper Solid with grounding 
the buck. I am not sure this would have been the case with ammunition of lesser 
quality or performance.
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deer down, I texted Rogers and told 
KLP�,¶G�¿QDOO\�JRWWHQ�P\�EXFN��3HU�WKH�
FDPS�UXOH��,�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�EOLQG�XQWLO�
KH�DQG�KLV�VRQV�DUULYHG�

:KHQ�ZH�ZDONHG�XS� WR� WKH� GHHU��
5RJHUV�DQG�KLV�ER\V�HDFK�NLQG�RI�KDOI�
VKRRN� WKHLU�KHDGV��.QHHOLQJ�RYHU� WKH�
EXFN��5RJHUV�ORRNHG�XS�DW�PH�DQG�DVNHG�
LI�,�NQHZ�ZKLFK�GHHU�LW�ZDV��UHIHUULQJ�WR�
WKH�WUDLO�FDP�SKRWRV�KH�KDG�VKRZQ�PH��
:HOO�RI�FRXUVH�,�GLG��

³<HV��WKH�ELJJHVW�RQH�,¶YH�HYHU�VHHQ�´�
,�TXLSSHG��

³1RSH�´�VDLG�5RJHUV��JODQFLQJ�EDFN�
DW�WKH�EXFN��³,W¶V�KLP��,W¶V�7KH�*KRVW�´

6WDQGLQJ�RQ�D�ZLQGEORZQ��PXGG\�
KLOOVLGH�LQ�2NODKRPD��ZLWK�WKUHH�IHOORZ�
KXQWHUV�HPRWLRQDOO\�LQYHVWHG�LQ�WKLV�GHHU��
,�FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�EXW�IHHO�OXFN\��RU�EOHVVHG��
RU�PD\EH�D�OLWWOH�RI�ERWK��$�VHFRQG�FKDQFH�
DW�DQ\�EXFN�LV�UDUH�HQRXJK��OHW�DORQH�D�
EXFN�OLNH�7KH�*KRVW��

FURVVKDLU�RQ�KLP�DQG�SXOOHG�WKH�WULJ�
JHU��1RWKLQJ��,QVWLQFWLYHO\��,�VTXHH]HG�
ZLWK�DOO�P\�PLJKW��6WLOO�QRWKLQJ�EXW�
KRUULG�VLOHQFH�
,�F\FOHG�DQRWKHU�����&UHHGPRRU�FDU�

WULGJH�LQWR�WKH�FKDPEHU��LWV�SUHGHFHVVRU�
À\LQJ�RXW�DQG�ULFRFKHWLQJ�RII�WKH�¿EHU�
JODVV�EOLQG�ZDOO��7KH�FRPPRWLRQ�DJDLQ�
GUHZ�WKH�EXFN¶V�VWDUH�DQG�FRQFHUQ��$V�
KH�WXUQHG�WR�OHDYH��,�VHWWOHG�WKH�VFRSH�RQ�
KLP�DQG�QHUYRXVO\�\DQNHG�WKH�WULJJHU�
ZLWK�UHFNOHVV�DEDQGRQ��7KLV�WLPH�WKHUH�
ZDV�SOHQW\�RI�ERRP��EXW�LW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�
D�FOHDQ�ZKLII�
8QVFDWKHG�DQG�FRQIXVHG��WKH�EXFN�

WURWWHG�VHYHUDO�\DUGV�DQG�VWRSSHG��VWLOO�
ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�EOLQG��,�VHWWOHG�RQ�KLP�DJDLQ�
DQG�WULJJHUHG�DQRWKHU�VKRW��7KLV�WLPH�,�
KLW�KLP��WKRXJK�HYLGHQWO\�QRW�ZKHUH�,�
ZDV�DLPLQJ��7KH�LPSDFW�FUXPSOHG�KLP��
KH�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�GRZQ�EXW�QRW�GRQH��,�
NQHZ�,�KDG�EHWWHU�JLYH�LW�DQRWKHU�JR�

,� IUDQWLFDOO\�ZRUNHG� WKH�EROW��EXW�
WKH�JXQ�ZDV�QRZ�HPSW\��,¶G�EURXJKW�
RQO\�WKUHH�FDUWULGJHV�ZLWK�PH��,�VXUHO\�
ZRXOGQ¶W�QHHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH���VR�,�KDG�WR�
¿QG�WKH�¿UVW�URXQG�,¶G�HMHFWHG��,�VOLG�P\�
FKDLU�EDFN�DQG�VWDUWHG�GLJJLQJ�DURXQG�IRU�
LW��6RPHKRZ�,�IRXQG�LW�TXLFNO\��VKRYHG�
LW�LQWR�WKH�JXQ�DQG�FKDPEHUHG�LW��0\�
RQO\�VKRW�ZDV�DW�WKH�EXFN¶V�QHFN��7KH�
FURVVKDLU�ZDV�ERXQFLQJ�DURXQG�OLNH�,�ZDV�
WU\LQJ�WR�DLP�ZKLOH�RQ�D�GHDG�VSULQW��,�
JXOSHG�IRU�D�EUHDWK�WKHQ�WULHG�WR�H[KDOH��
EXW�LW�GLGQ¶W�KHOS��0\�PLQG�VDLG�WR�SXOO�
WKH�WULJJHU�VPRRWKO\��EXW�,�ZDV�D�PHVV��
0LUDFXORXVO\��P\�ODVW�EXOOHW�KLW�LWV�PDUN��
DQG�WKH�RUGHDO�ZDV�RYHU�
,�ÀRSSHG�EDFN� LQWR�P\�FKDLU�DQG�

FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�EXW�ZRQGHU�ZK\�WKH�¿UVW�
URXQG�GLGQ¶W�¿UH��$IWHU�VRPH�WKRXJKW��
WKH�EHVW�,�FRXOG�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�ZDV�,�
KDG�IDLOHG�WR�IXOO\�FORVH�WKH�EROW�ZKHQ�
,�FKDPEHUHG�WKDW�¿UVW�URXQG��:LWK�WKH�
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The author cashed in a lifetime’s worth  
of goodwill from the hunting gods in his  
pursuit of the buck known as The Ghost.



Turn Your Passion into Action

A minute of your time can ensure clean water,

abundant fisheries and the conservation of both.
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Preserve what you love at  KeepAmericaFishing.org

The Voice of the American Angler



Around 
The East

hile hunters and anglers around the 
region might mourn the passing of 
October, the severity of that woe is 
certainly offset by all the 

opportunities that abound in 
November—namely deer hunt-
ing, and, more specifically, 
the rut. Across the region, 
from the deep woods to 
the suburban crannies, big 
bucks come out to play. But 
there’s more than that, too. 
From ducks and geese to 
salmon and stripers, 
November func-
tions just fine as 
a follow-up act to 
October. Here’s a 
look at some of the 
highlights.

A sampling of the region’s best hunting 

and fishing opportunities this MOnth

By Matt Crawford
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MAINE MONARCHS
In the big north woods of Maine, 
deer hunting is far from easy, but the 
rewards can be monstrous during the 
rut. Every November, massive bucks 
are shot in the remote woods of 
Aroostook County, usually by hunt-
ers who track the big bucks in the 
snow that begins to fall there in late 
autumn. How big? Well, Maine likes 
to measure its bucks by the pound, 
and in Aroostook County, anything 
under 200 pounds is considered 
a little fella. Bucks as big as 300 
pounds are shot here during the 
rut—huge, thick-bodied studs that are 
wary and cagey. While trackers have 
the best success, still-hunting can 
also pay off. Look for the monarchs 
of Maine to come anywhere along 
the St. John and Allagash Rivers. 

FISH FOR 

THE TABLE
While most folks are out chasing 
deer or waterfowl this month, those 
who know about the bountiful striped 
bass in Maryland are taking full 
advantage of the last full month 
of striper fishing in Chesapeake 
Bay and the surrounding waters 
and tributaries. If you’re going to 
put fish in a chowder for a special 
Thanksgiving Day dish, consider fish-
ing the lower Potomac River channel 
edges. More specifically, any water 
from Piney Point to St. George Island 
all the way to Point Lookout is where 
keeper fish (longer than 19 inches) 
often show up this month.

LAKERS BY LAND
When the skies turn gloomy, the gray 
light shines bright on a small part of 
Lake Champlain that gives anglers 
a unique opportunity to catch lake 
trout from shore. Known locally as 
“the causeway,” there’s an old 4-mile-
long railroad bed running from 
Colchester to South Hero, Vt., that 
forms the outer ring of Malletts Bay. 
Each year, starting around Halloween 
and continuing into December, Lake 
Champlain’s lake trout come in close 
to the causeway, giving shore-bound 
anglers ample opportunity to catch 
them, some of which get as big as 
14 pounds. Fly anglers use stream-
ers, while conventional anglers do 
well with stickbaits and plastics that 
resemble smelt or alewives.  

KEYSTONE 

TURKEYS
Pennsylvania is a deer hunter’s 
paradise, but if you’re done chasing 
whitetails there, consider hunting fall 
turkeys. While the birds’ numbers are 
declining, Pennsylvania is still one of 
the best states to hunt wild turkeys 
this month. It should be an interest-
ing fall season in the Keystone State. 
Earlier this year, the Pennsylvania 
Board of Game Commissioners 
voted to eliminate the use of rifles 
for turkeys during the fall season in 
an effort to increase hen survival. 
According to the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission, survey data indicate 
only 14 percent of the state’s fall 
turkey hunters primarily use rifles, 
but they are responsible for a third 
of the fall turkey harvest. Fall turkey 
seasons vary by wildlife management 
unit, so pay close attention to where 
you’re hunting.

JERSEY RINGNECKS
Long ago, the gamebirds of New 
Jersey included grouse, pheasants, 
quail and woodcock. Today, save for 
woodcock on Cape May, much of 
the Garden State’s gamebirds are 
stocked. Pheasant stocking begins 
in November on wildlife manage-
ment areas throughout the state. Best 
bets include Flatbrook WMA in the 
northern region, Colliers Mills in the 
central region and Dix WMA in the 
southern region. Make sure to wear 
high-vis colors: It can be crowded 
on the days the birds are put out. 

BIG-WATER 

BLACK DUCKS
As Canada begins to freeze up, the 
last pushes of migratory birds wing 
their way over the region. Among 
those latecomers are black ducks. 
Notoriously wary of decoys, blacks are 
found in marshes on big freshwater 
lakes (Ontario, the Finger Lakes, Lake 
Champlain), coastal areas (Maine 
has good numbers) and the tidal 
areas of Chesapeake Bay, though 
about 30 percent of the Atlantic 
Flyway’s black ducks winter in New 
Jersey’s marshlands. You might have 
to open up a landing zone in water 
that has frozen the night before, but 
when the big black ducks with bright 
red legs are around, all the cold and 
suffering is worth it. 
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f you’re reading this, you are wit-
nessing the power of attraction, 
and the next few moments will 
determine whether you read this 

article in its entirety or move on to some-
thing else. The same concept applies to 

calling deer during the various phases 
of the rut. Even if you get a buck’s at-
tention with a call, a number of variables 
ultimately affect whether it brings him 
in for a closer look. While November 
can be an incredibly unpredictable month 

in the whitetail woods, the use of calls 
can be effective during the pre-, peak- 
and post-rut stages. But you need to 
understand what the deer are doing dur-
ing each of these phases and offer up 
the right auditory lure.
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FIELD SKILLS

Trailing grunts, which combine a 
dozen or so short grunts followed 

by one long grunt, are effective 
during the peak of the rut.

CALLING 
TACTICSRUT

The whitetail rut can often be a frantic free-for-all. 

However, with the right calling strategy, you can influence the 

proceedings and control your destiny … to a degree.

By Dustin Prievo
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PRE-RUT (Oct. 26 to Nov. 7)

Most deer have transitioned from their 
summer food source to their fall and 
winter food sources by now. Wooded 
areas that have good, healthy oak stands 
will become highly sought out by does 
and bucks alike. Knowing the locations 
of these areas can really help you home 
in on where to call, especially since does 
will often be on their feet in these areas.
Get your rattling antlers out because 

we are about to stir some things up. The 
bucks are now at an all-time high in tes-
WRVWHURQH�OHYHOV�DQG�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKDW�¿UVW�
doe in heat. Tensions are on the rise, and 
as daylight movement increases, bucks 
often move into territories where they 
really don’t belong. Get the biggest set 
of rattling antlers you have, smash them 
together every 30 minutes and be ready.
In areas with low deer densities or 

where there may not be many mature 
bucks, however, this may not be the 
best tactic. If this is the case where you 
hunt, keep things social through contact 
grunts and doe bleats. Continue to be 
mindful of wind direction and watch 
carefully—these bucks will work their 
way to your call from the downwind side. 

Adding a buck decoy and facing the 
head in the direction from which you 
expect a buck to approach can really 
help close the distance. Try to be as 
scent-free as possible, and if you plan 
to use a deer scent, I suggest using buck 
urine rather than estrous. The key to this 
phase is imitating a buck on the move, 
ZRUNLQJ�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�EUHHG��

PEAK RUT (Nov. 8 to Nov. 20)

It’s time to put the grunt tube to work. 
The does are in estrus and the bucks 
are begging them to stop and let them 
breed. My go-to sequence for the peak 
rut is a trailing grunt. I do 8 to 15 short 
grunts followed by a long grunt every 
15 to 20 minutes and remain vigilant. A 
buck passing by will often hear this and 
come in to try to get in on the action. 
Unlike in the other phases, I have found 
during the peak of the rut that bucks 
will come from all different directions 
regardless of the wind direction. They 
will often come into this grunting se-
quence almost immediately, rather than 
take a prolonged, cautious approach. 
Very seldom do I use a bleat call, but 

have found during this phase that a bleat 
is sometimes the tool that brings a buck 
in close. Occasionally I will use a bleat 
call in a soft manner, but mostly only if 
I see a buck that is hung up and won’t 
commit. The best luck I’ve had is with 
grunting. When that doesn’t work, wait 
20 minutes and grunt again.

Snort wheezes can be highly effective 
in this phase. Seldom have I called in 
a buck with a blind snort wheeze, but 
several times I’ve stopped bucks in their 
tracks. If you have a decoy, pairing it 
with the snort wheeze can be a deadly 
combo. A buck that hears the call will 
want to know what he’s getting himself 
into, so having something visual highly 
increases your odds of drawing him in, 
especially if he’s cruising or hung up 
outside of shooting range. 

POST-RUT (Nov. 21 to Dec. 12)

In areas where the deer herd is balanced, 
I’ll treat the post-rut like the pre-rut. The 
use of rattling antlers and soft grunts 
can really get a buck moving during 
this time. A few of my biggest and most 
mature bucks have been killed in late 
November and early December with 
calling. In 2017 I was able to lightly 
rattle in three separate bucks, which 
HQWLFHG�WZR�RI�WKHP�WR�¿JKW�XQGHU�P\�
stand. I eventually took the more mature 
of the two. 

Although this isn’t common and was 
a unique experience, it led me to believe 
that just because the peak of the rut is 
over, breeding is not. Some does have 
gone unbred, bucks still have high levels 
of testosterone and deer are still com-
municating often. 
In areas with lower deer densities or 

where the balance is heavily in favor of 
the does, I don’t do as much aggressive 
calling during this phase. Instead, I’ll 
opt for lighter contact grunts and bleats. 
Deer are still very vocal regardless of 
densities or sex ratios, but in areas where 
WKHUH�DUH�IHZHU�EXFNV��¿JKWLQJ�IRU�GRHV�
often isn’t necessary, so I tend to with-
hold the aggressive tactics.

The key to successful calling is to 
understand how and why deer communi-
cate, create curiosity during certain times, 
and stay vigilant. Keep your focus, spot 
them before they see you and be ready, 
because calling deer during the rut can 
be both exciting and rewarding for those 
who are patient and persistent. 
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Be mindful of wind direction when calling 
during the pre-rut, as bucks tend to circle 
downwind before approaching a call.

Rattling isn’t just a pre-rut tactic. 
It can be effective during the 
post-rut, too, especially in areas 
with a well-balanced herd.
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KRXJK�,�KDWH�WR�EH�RQH�ZKR�
wishes his life away, I must 
DGPLW�WR�D�VWURQJ�DQQXDO�DQ-
WLFLSDWLRQ�RI�ODWH�IDOO��ZKLFK�LV�

SULPH�WLPH�WR�FDWFK�WKH�ELJJHVW�EDVV�RI�
WKH�\HDU��%H�LW�ODNH��ULYHU�RU�UHVHUYRLU��
bass are now likely to be where they are 
JRLQJ�WR�EH�IRU�VRPH�WLPH��/RQJ�JRQH�
LV�WKH�VSULQJ�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�VSDZQLQJ�
DUHDV�DQG�VXPPHU�SDWWHUQV�WKDW�¿QG�¿VK�

in a wide variety of niches based on 
DYDLODEOH�FRYHU�DQG�IRRG��7KH�IDOO�WUDQ-
sition, which sees bass on the move from 
summer areas to zones that offer the 
food and stability to survive another 
ZLQWHU��KDV�DOVR�SDVVHG��6WUDWL¿HG�ODNHV�
and reservoirs have turned over; river 
ZDWHU�WHPSHUDWXUHV�KDYH�GURSSHG�LQWR�
WKH�VXE����GHJUHH�UDQJH�WKDW�IRUFHV�¿VK�
LQWR�GHHSHU��PLOG�FXUUHQW�SRROV�

With bass easier to locate, the ques-
tion now becomes “what is the best way
WR�FDWFK� WKHP"´�%DVHG�RQ�RYHU� WKUHH�
GHFDGHV�RI�SO\LQJ�VXFK�ZDWHUV�XQWLO�LFH�
FRYHU�IRUFHV�PH� WR�VWRS��,�VXJJHVW�D�
VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�HPSOR\V�ERWK�PHWDO�UHDFWLRQ�
EDLWV��LQFOXGLQJ�YLEUDWLQJ�EODGH�EDLWV�DQG�
ÀXWWHU�VSRRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�¿QHVVH�SODVWLFV��
PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�QRZ�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�
1HG�ULJ�RIIHULQJV�
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HOW-TO

FEED
ON THE 

As bass prepare for winter, their focus is on food. However, the preferred 

forage—and the best lures to imitate it—differs between lakes and rivers.

By Jeff Knapp



While each style of bait can excel 
in both scenarios, I lean more toward 
PHWDO�EDLWV�LQ�ODNHV�DQG�¿QHVVH�SODVWLFV�
LQ�ULYHUV��NHHSLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�RQ�GHFN�DV�
D�EDFNXS��+HUH¶V�KRZ�

LAKE BASS

)OXWWHU�VSRRQV�VXFK�DV�6WULNH�.LQJ¶V�
6H[\�6SRRQ�DQG�EODGH�EDLWV� OLNH� WKH�
FODVVLF�6LOYHU�%XGG\�ERWK�IDFWRU�KHDY-
LO\�LQ�WKH�ODWH�IDOO�ELWH�RQ�EDVV�ODNHV��
:KLOH�ERWK�DUH�PDGH�RI�PHWDO��WKDW¶V�
where much of the similarity ends re-
JDUGLQJ�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�¿VKHG�DQG�ZK\�
WKH\�LQVSLUH�VWULNHV��

Flutter Spoons:�7KHVH�OXUHV�DUH�JUHDW�
IRU�FRYHULQJ�ZDWHU�VLQFH� WKH\�FDQ�EH�
¿VKHG�IDVW��,Q�FOHDU�ZDWHU�HQYLURQPHQWV��
EDVV�FDQ�VHH�WKHP�IURP�D�JUHDW�GLVWDQFH��
ZKLFK�H[SDQGV�WKH�VWULNH�]RQH��7KHLU�WDQ-
WDOL]LQJ��ÀXWWHULQJ�ORRN�LQYRNHV�D�IHHGLQJ�
UHVSRQVH��%\�FRQWUDVW��EODGHV�IXUQLVK�D�
PRUH�SUHFLVH�LQ�WKHLU�IDFH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
WKDW�FDQ� WULJJHU�D�UHDFWLRQ�ELWH�IURP�

OHWKDUJLF��FROG�ZDWHU�EDVV��,¶YH� WDNHQ�
ERWK�ODUJHPRXWKV�DQG�VPDOOPRXWKV�RQ�
EODGHV�RQ�GD\V�ZKHQ�,¶YH�KDG�WR�PRWRU�
WKURXJK�DFUHV�RI�FULQNOH� LFH� WR�JHW� WR�
P\�VSRW�

:KHQ�¿VKLQJ�SRVW�WXUQRYHU� ODNHV��
,�RIWHQ�¿QG�EDVV�KROGLQJ�LQ�WKH�����WR�
���IRRW� UDQJH�� W\SLFDOO\�ZLWK�DFFHVV�
WR�GHHSHU�PDLQ�ODNH�EDVLQV��,I�WKHUH�LV�
shallow-water cover toward shore—
JUHHQ�ZHHGV�RU�OD\GRZQV²LW�XSV�WKH�
RGGV�WKDW�EDVV�ZLOO�EH�XVLQJ�WKH�DUHD��
%XW�SHUKDSV�WKH�ELJJHVW�IDFWRU�LV�EDLW¿VK��
%DLW¿VK�VXFK�DV�VKDG��VKLQHUV�DQG�VPHOW�
RIWHQ�PLJUDWH�WRZDUG�WKH�GHHSHU��ZDUPHU�
DUHDV�RI�D�ODNH�FRPH�IDOO��VHHLQJ�WKHLU�
SUHVHQFH�RQ�WKH�VRQDU�VFUHHQ�JUHDWO\�XSV�
WKH�RGGV�EDVV�ZLOO�EH�QHDUE\�
)RU�ZRUNLQJ�ÀXWWHU�VSRRQV��,�SUHIHU�

D�FDVWLQJ�URG�VXFK�DV�6W��&URL[¶V�$YLG�
;�LQ�WKH���IRRW�UDQJH��D�PHGLXP�SRZHU�
model with either a fast or extra-fast 
DFWLRQ��7KLV�LV�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�D�TXDOLW\�
EDLWFDVWLQJ�UHHO�ZLWK�D�IDVW�UHWULHYH�UD-
WLR��,�KLJKO\�UHFRPPHQG�ÀXRURFDUERQ�
OLQH�VXFK�DV�*DPPD�(GJH�ZKHQ�¿VKLQJ�
ÀXWWHU�VSRRQV��)OXRURFDUERQ�OLQH�WUDQV-
mits slackline strikes better than braid 
RU�Q\ORQ�PRQR¿ODPHQW²D�TXDOLW\�WKDW�
VKLQHV�FRQVLGHULQJ�KRZ�WKLV�OXUH�LV�¿VKHG�
8VLQJ�P\�WUROOLQJ�PRWRU�WR�FUHHS�DORQJ�

����WR����IRRW�GHHS�FRQWRXUV��,�PDNH�D�
ORQJ�FDVW�ZLWK�WKH�ÀXWWHU�VSRRQ��HLWKHU�RXW�
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�ERDW�RU�TXDUWHULQJ�WRZDUG�
VKRUH��7KH�VSRRQ�LV�DOORZHG�WR�IUHH�IDOO�
to the bottom on a slack line, which is 
ZKHQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�VWULNHV�RFFXU��$EVHQW�
a strike on the initial fall, the lure is then 
worked back to the boat with a series of 
DJJUHVVLYH�VZHHSV�WKDW�OLIW�WKH�OXUH�RII�
the bottom and then allow it to free fall 
EHIRUH�PRPHQWDULO\�NLVVLQJ�WKH�ERWWRP�
RQFH�PRUH��6RPH�¿VK�ZLOO�MXVW�³EH�WKHUH´�
DQG�SLQ�WKH�VSRRQ�WR�WKH�ERWWRP�

Blade Baits: When late-fall bass show 
QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�ÀXWWHU�VSRRQV��EODGHV�DUH�
P\�QH[W�FKRLFH��,�SUHIHU�D�VKRUWHU�VSLQ-
QLQJ�URG�OLNH�6W��&URL[¶V���IRRW���LQFK��

STRIKE KING 
SEXY SPOON

SILVER BUDDY BLADE BAIT
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Wading anglers will find hungry bass near 
banks, especially in rivers with high flows  
that push the fish toward the edges.
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A DIFFERENT LOOK
In praise of the versatile bucktail jig

It’s interesting that the bucktail jig is 
enjoying newfound popularity in bass 
fishing circles. For many of us, it never 
went out of style.
 Hair jigs—typically made of deer 
hair, but also rabbit and bear hair 
and synthetics—can be substituted for 
many of the presentations detailed 
above. Like finesse plastics, lightweight 
hair jigs of 3/16 or 1/8 ounce can 
be offered to river bass holding in 
mild current areas. Cast them to weed 

edges for lake-dwelling largemouth and 
smallmouth bass.
 When fishing deeper in a lake, move 
up to 3/8- or 1/2-ounce bucktail jigs 
in place of blade baits to show fish 
an alternate profile. Like plastics, they 
can be dragged or shaken along the 
bottom, or they can be snap-jigged more 
aggressively like a blade bait. 
 Whether fishing a lake or river in fall, 
I never go on the water without a hair jig 
rod on the deck of the boat.

medium-power, extra-fast-action Eyecon 
coupled with a 1000-size reel. This light-
ZHLJKW�RXW¿W�UHGXFHV�IDWLJXH��LW�FDQ�EH�
WLULQJ�SXPSLQJ�EODGH�EDLWV�DOO�GD\���7KH�
UHHO�LV�VSRROHG�ZLWK����SRXQG�6X¿[������D�
EUDLGHG�OLQH�WKDW�UHSHOV�ZDWHU²D�GHFLGHG�
SOXV�RQ�GD\V�WKDW�FDQ�GLS�EHORZ�IUHH]LQJ��
$�IRRW�ORQJ�����SRXQG�WHVW�ÀXRURFDUERQ�
OHDGHU�MRLQHG�ZLWK�D�VZLYHO�DQG�¿QLVKHG�
with a snap terminates things. Always 
XVH�D�VQDS��DV�EODGH�EDLWV�ZLOO�TXLFNO\�
wear through the leader material. 

2Q�EDVV�ODNHV�LQ�WKH�IDOO��,¶YH�IRXQG�WKH�

PRVW�HI¿FLHQW�ZD\�RI�SUHVHQWLQJ�D�EODGH�
EDLW�LV�WR�XVH�WKH�ERDW��7UROOLQJ�DORQJ�DW�
���PSK�PD\�VHHP�VORZ��EXW�WKH�EDLW�LV�
LQ�WKH�VWULNH�]RQH�WKH�HQWLUH�WLPH��:LWK�
D�KDOI�RXQFH�EODGH��WKH�OLQH�ZLOO�WUDLO�RXW�
EHKLQG�WKH�ERDW�DW�DURXQG�D����GHJUHH�
angle. Sharp, upward snaps of approxi-
PDWHO\���LQFKHV�FDXVH�WKH�EDLW�WR�MXPS�
XS�DQG�IRUZDUG�ZKLOH�YLEUDWLQJ��,W¶V�WKHQ�
DOORZHG�WR�IDOO�EDFN�RQ�D�VHPL�VODFN�OLQH��
Pause for a few seconds and repeat. Many 
VWULNHV�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�RQ�WKH�SDXVH��VRPH�RQ�
WKH�IDOO��2WKHU�WLPHV��\RX¶OO�KRRN�WKH�¿VK�

on your next upward snap. Occasionally 
GURS�WKH�URG�WLS�EDFN�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�OXUH�
LV�MXVW�RII�WKH�ERWWRP��

Back-Up Plan:�)LQHVVH�SODVWLFV� OLNH�
=�0DQ¶V�75'�7XEH]�DQG�7LFNOHU]�FDQ�
EH�¿VKHG�DORQJ� WKH�ERWWRP�XVLQJ� WKH�
VDPH�ERDW�FRQWURO� WDFWLFV�XVHG�ZLWK�
EODGHV��$QG� LI� WKHUH¶V�DQ\�UHPDLQLQJ�
VXEPHUJHQW�ZHHG�FRYHU��SODVWLFV�FDQ�EH�
ZRUNHG�DORQJ�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�HGJHV�
LQ�D�PDQQHU�ZH¶OO�ORRN�DW�FORVHO\�LQ�WKH�
next section.
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The best way to work a blade bait now is with a 
painfully slow trolling speed. As little as .2 mph 
will keep a 1/2-ounce bait in the strike zone.
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RIVER BASS 

5LYHUV��ZKLFK�E\�WKHLU�ÀRZLQJ�QDWXUH�
IDYRU�VPDOOPRXWK�EDVV��DUH�SULPH�ZDWHUV�
GXULQJ� ODWH� IDOO��2QH�FDQ�UHDVRQDEO\�
H[SHFW�WR�FDWFK�ULYHU�EDVV�XQWLO�ZDWHU�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�GLS�EHORZ����GHJUHHV��
DQG�FKDQFHV�DUH�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�ELJ�EDVV��
/DUJHU��GHHSHU�KROHV�ZLWK�OLJKW�FXUUHQW�
FDQ�JDWKHU�¿VK�LQ�KXJH�QXPEHUV��7KHVH�
DUH�VSRWV�ZKHUH�WKH�¿VK�ZLOO�VSHQG�WKH�
ZLQWHU�DQG�ZKHUH� WKH\¶OO�EH� WR�JUHHW�
\RX�LQ�0DUFK�

Finesse Plastics:�:KHUHDV�PHWDO�EDLWV�
¿JXUH�SURPLQHQWO\�RQ� ODNHV��,�UHDFK�
IRU�¿QHVVH�SODVWLFV�¿UVW�RQ�ULYHUV��HV-
SHFLDOO\� WXEHV��ZRUPV�DQG�JUXE� WDLOV��
7KHVH�DUH�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�OLJKW�OHDG�KHDG�
MLJV�IURP�����WR�����RXQFH�LQ�ZHLJKW��
,¶P�SDUWLFXODUO\�SDUWLDO�WR������RXQFH�
MLJV�ZLWK�D�PXVKURRP�RU�ZRUP�QRVH�
GHVLJQ�IDVKLRQHG�RQ�D�OLJKW�ZLUH�KRRN�

2Q�ULYHUV��P\�EDVLF�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WR�¿UVW�
WDUJHW�VKDOORZ�DUHDV��ZKLFK�JHQHUDOO\�DUH�
FORVHU�WR�WKH�EDQN��6KDOORZ�EDVV�WHQG�WR�
EH�ELWLQJ�EDVV��+LJKHU�ÀRZV�DOVR�SXVK�
EDVV�FORVHU�WR�WKH�EDQN��ZKLFK�IDYRUV�WKH�
DQJOHU�E\�QDUURZLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VHDUFK�
5LYHUV�DUH�VQDJJ\�SODFHV��KHDYLO\�VHD-

VRQHG�ZLWK�URFN�DQG�LPEHGGHG�ZRRG��$V�
VXFK��SUHVHQWLQJ�¿QHVVH�SODVWLFV�LV�PRUH�RI�
D�VKRUW�JDPH²QRW�RQH�IRU�¿ULQJ�OHQJWK\�
FDVWV��&DVWV�RI����WR����IHHW�ZKHUH�\RX�
FDQ�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�MLJ��VORZO\�
ZRUNLQJ�LW�DORQJ�WKH�ERWWRP��DUH�LQ�RUGHU��

$�PHGLXP�SRZHU��IDVW��RU�H[WUD�IDVW�
DFWLRQ�VSLQQLQJ�URG�LQ�WKH��������WR���IRRW�
OHQJWK�� OLNH�6W��&URL[¶V���IRRW���LQFK�
0RMR�%DVV��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�D������VL]H�
UHHO��LV�LGHDO�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�¿QHVVH�SODVWLFV�
OLNH�WKH�=�0DQ�75'�7XEH]�DQG�RULJLQDO�
75'�DQG�WKH�*DOLGDV�*UXE]��D���LQFK�
WZLVWHU�WDLO�JUXE���7KH�UHHO�LV�VSRROHG�
ZLWK����SRXQG�EUDLG�DQG�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�
D���IRRW�OHDGHU�RI����SRXQG�WHVW�ÀXR-
URFDUERQ�MRLQHG�ZLWK�DQ�$OEULJKW�.QRW��

7KH�EDVLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ²DQG�WKLV�JRHV�
IRU�ZRUNLQJ�DORQJ�ZHHG�HGJHV�RQ�ODNHV��
WRR²LV�WR�PDNH�D�PRGHUDWH�OHQJWK�FDVW�
WR�WKH�WDUJHWHG�DUHD��PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�WLJKW�
OLQH�DV�WKH�MLJ�IDOOV��,I�D�VWULNH�GRHVQ¶W�
RFFXU�GXULQJ�WKH�LQLWLDO�IDOO��EHJLQ�GUDJ-

JLQJ�KRSSLQJ�LW�DORQJ�ZLWK�VKRUW����WR�
��IRRW�SXOOV�IROORZHG�E\�SDXVHV��6RPH�
GD\V�EDVV�UHVSRQG�ZHOO�WR�VKDNLQJ�WKH�
MLJ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDXVH��DV�\RX¶G�GR�ZLWK�
D�VKDN\�KHDG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��([SHULPHQW��
7KH�VDPH�JRHV�ZLWK�EDLW�SUR¿OH�DQG�FRORU��
:KLOH�,¶P�SDUWLDO�WR�WKH�75'�7XEH]��,¶YH�
VHHQ�GD\V�ZKHQ�WKH�EDVV�UHVSRQG�EHWWHU�
WR�WKH�KDOI�D�6HQNR�ORRN�RI�WKH�75'�RU�D�
JUXE��&RORU�ZLVH��JUHHQ�SXPSNLQ�RU�ZD-
WHUPHORQ�VHHG�DUH�VHOGRP�SRRU�FKRLFHV��

Back-Up Plan:�%ODGH�EDLWV�DUH�DQ�LP-
SRUWDQW�EDFNXS�RQ�ULYHUV�ZKHQ�EDVV�DUH�
LQDFWLYH�DQG�KROGLQJ�LQ�GHHSHU�ZDWHU��
VXFK�DV����WR����IHHW�GHHS��,Q�WKLV�FDVH�
,¶OO�¿VK�EODGHV�YHUWLFDOO\��XQGHU�WKH�ERDW��
DV�LW�GULIWV�VORZO\�LQ�WKH�PLOG�FXUUHQW��
'XH� WR� LWV�VQDJJ\�QDWXUH� LW¶V� LPSRU-
WDQW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�JRRG�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�
EODGH��JLYLQJ�LW�VKRUW����LQFK�WR���IRRW�
XSZDUG�VWURNHV�WR�DFWLYDWH�WKH�OXUH��EXW�
NHHSLQJ�LW�RII�WKH�ERWWRP�D�IHZ�LQFKHV�
GXULQJ�WKH�SDXVH��.HHS�D�FORVH�H\H�RQ�
WKH�VRQDU�XQLW�WR�DGMXVW�OLQH�OHW�RXW�IRU�
ÀXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�GHSWK��

7KH�RQH�WZR�SXQFK�FRPELQLQJ�KHDY\�
PHWDO�DQG�¿QHVVH�SODVWLF�RSWLRQV� LV�D�
JUHDW�ZD\�RI�WDUJHWLQJ�IDOO�EDVV�ZKHQ�
WKH\�DUH�RQ�WKH�IHHG²DV�ZHOO�DV�QRW��

Z-MAN TRD TUBEZ
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Later in fall, river bass congregate in  
large, deep holes with light current  
where they will remain until spring.
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HOW-TO

Some of the best 

goose hunts of 

the year take place 

as the season nears 

the final innings. 

But scoring with 

birds that have 

been hunted hard 

since September 

means bringing 

your “A” game.

By Joseph Albanese
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T
he late season is a magical time, in which cold weather and northern 
winds send waves of Canada geese winging down toward us. If 
you’re out there on the right day, it can seem like there’s an endless 
stream of birds working their way south. 

But just because you can see them doesn’t mean you can get them to work. 
These geese have had several months of education by now, and they have 
become quite adept at identifying calls, circumventing decoy spreads and 
generally steering clear of loads of non-toxic shot. To get wary, late-season 
Canadas within shotgun range, you’ll need to change up your decoy strategy, 
adjust your calling and maybe even head to a new location. Use the following 
tips from seasoned pros to score now with tough, smart geese.  

He and the others he’s hunting with 
will call hard as a group until they can 
break down the geese and get them 
interested in their set up. 

Hudnall takes a different approach 
with resident geese, which can be pretty 
stale by this point in the season. Instead 
of a group chorus, just two hunters 
in his group will do any calling, and 
only when needed. Once the geese are 
headed their way, they stop calling. 
If the birds continue past them, they 
work as a team to get them turned back. 
7R�¿QLVK�WKHVH�ZDU\�ELUGV��RQH�FDOOHU�
moans and the other answers with a 
cluck. If the geese start to slide, they 
pick up the tempo and cadence to line 
them back up. 
The Final Word: Turn up the volume 
to attract migrators, but call sparingly 
when dealing with stale, late-season 
resident geese. 

CALLING TIPS

The Expert: Clay Hudnall, co-owner 
of Field Proven Calls
The Game Plan: Clay Hudnall lives in 
Louisville, Ky., but he’s hunted geese all 
over the U.S. No matter where you’re 
targeting honkers, he says, the key to suc-
cess in the late season is determining if the 
geese you’re encountering are residents 
RU�PLJUDWRUV��2QFH�\RX�¿JXUH�WKDW�RXW��
you can adjust your calling accordingly.

“Migrators are easy to pick out be-
cause we typically hear them before 
we see them,” says Hudnall. “They are 
known for making a lot of noise, so we 
give them a lot of noise.” 
It’s much harder to get migrators 

interested than residents, according 
to Hudnall, and you must work them 
all the way down to the water. If he 
HQFRXQWHUV�ELJ�� ORXG�ÀRFNV��KH� WXUQV�
up the volume to get their attention. 

DECOY STRATEGIES

The Expert: Mario Friendy, vice  
president of Final Approach
The Game Plan: Mario Friendy moved 
WR�WKH�3DFL¿F�&RDVW�ZKHQ�KH�KRSSHG�RQ�
board with Final Approach, but he cut 
KLV�WHHWK�FKDVLQJ�FRUQ¿HOG�KRQNHUV�LQ�
his native Pennsylvania.

He takes a dynamic approach to 
decoying geese, altering his spread 
several times throughout the season. 
Like a lot of waterfowlers, he looks to 
the birds to tell him how many decoys 
to deploy. He starts the season using a 
handful of blocks to mimic the family 
groups present, but really ramps it up 
ZKHQ�KH�VWDUWV�HQFRXQWHULQJ�ODUJH�ÀRFNV�
of migrating geese. At the very end 
of the season, he decreases his spread 
again to match the dwindling number 
of birds. He also keeps a keen eye on 
other hunters in his region and tries to 
give geese a different look than others 
are presenting.

³,I�ZH¶UH�UXQQLQJ�WUDI¿F��ZH�SXW�RXW�
a lot of decoys in order to get the atten-
WLRQ�RI�KLJK�À\LQJ�ÀRFNV�RI�PLJUDWRUV�´�
says Friendy. 

+H�¿OOV�WKH�¿HOG�ZLWK�DV�PDQ\�GHNHV�
WKDW�ZLOO�UHDVRQDEO\�¿W��EXW�KH�PDNHV�
sure to leave plenty of space for birds 
to land. He compares the strategy to 
eating out. 

“You don’t want to make it look like 
the restaurant is full, but you don’t want 
to make it look like the food is bad ei-
ther,” he says.

Friendy believes that geese get condi-
tioned when they see the same spreads 
repeatedly, so when dealing with late-
season resident geese, or migrators that 
have been around for a few weeks, he 
changes his spread dramatically.

“If the birds have been in the area for 
a while, it’s time to give them something 
new,” says Friendy. 
If local hunters have been putting 

RXW�¿YH�GR]HQ�IXOO�ERGLHV��KH�GRXEOHV�
or triples that. If you don’t have enough 
decoys to greatly outnumber the local 
competition, Friendy suggests drastically 
GRZQVL]LQJ�\RXU�VSUHDG�WR�VWDQG�RXW�E\�
using a mere 8 or 10 of your best decoys. 
The Final Word: When possible, present 
migrators with a huge spread to increase 
visibility. When not, at least give skittish, 
late-season geese something different to 
lure them in—even if that means using 
only a few decoys. 
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Tailor your calling strategy for late-season 
geese based on whether the birds are  
residents or migrators. Talk softly to the 
former and ramp it up for the latter.



OVER WATER

The Expert: Michael Bard, Banded 
pro-staffer
The Game Plan: Mike Bard, a pro-
staffer with Banded and owner/operator 
of The Game Hogg Hunt Club (game 
hogghuntclub.com) in central New York, 
is a master of decoying geese over water.

Bard loves to hunt the small farm 
ponds and backwaters of New York’s 
Finger Lakes region in the early sea-
son, but when those ice up he takes his 
game to big waters like Lake Ontario. 
The cold weather that causes the freeze 
often concentrates geese, so Bard puts 
out oversize spreads—as many as 200 
ÀRDWHUV�ZKHQ�KH�VHHV� ODUJH�ÀRFNV�RQ�

WKH�ZDWHU�RU�ELJ�ÀLJKWV�RI�ELUGV�SDVV-
ing through. 

One of his favorite tricks is adding 
motion to his spread with a jerk string. 

“If you watch geese on the water, 
you’ll see that they’re always moving,” 
he says.

Bard likes to rig a pair of goose butts, 
which are highly visible from great dis-
tances. Pulling on the cord works just 
OLNH�ÀDJJLQJ�GRHV�LQ�D�¿HOG�DQG�GUDZV�
geese from remarkable distances. Two 
are good, but more are better, so rig up 
as many as your party can handle.

Hunting geese over water is reward-
ing, but it offers some unique challenges. 
To hunt from a boat, it must be quite 

sizeable to transport a full rig of goose 
ÀRDWHUV��DQG�VXFK�D� ODUJH�YHVVHO�FDQ�
be tough to hide. So, Bard skips the 
boat. Instead, he sets up layout blinds 
along the shore whenever possible and 
partially submerges them to help them 
disappear, wearing waders to stay dry. To 
add further concealment, he surrounds 
the blinds with full-body dekes or sil-
houettes. If the shore isn’t hospitable to 
layout blinds, he’ll set up an A-frame in 
the water, screening it in with standing 
vegetation such as cattails.  
The Final Word: Head to the big water 
when the freeze hits and bring along as 
many decoys as you can and a couple 
of jerk cords. 

 The mighty Saint Lawrence River flows northeast 
from Lake Ontario to the North Atlantic via the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the world’s largest estuary. 
In addition to being a vital shipping route, the big 
river can provide excellent goose hunting when the 
backwaters freeze. 

Located along the northeast coast of 
Massachusetts, the Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge comprises more than 
4,700 acres of sandy beach, cranberry 
bog, maritime forest and freshwater 
marsh. Hunters can get in on late-season 
goose action in a unique coastal setting.

Hunters in Pennsylvania should 
consider a visit to the Middle 
Creek Wildlife Management Area. 
There, they can draw for one of 
the WMA’s excellent blinds or 
hunt in any area open to the 
public. Just be aware that there 
is a one-goose limit.

While best known as a venue for pro 
football, New Jersey’s Meadowlands 
also host good numbers of Canada 
geese right through the end of 
the season. Located just west of 
Manhattan, the Meadowlands consist 
of approximately 8,400 acres of salt 
marsh and adjacent lowlands located 
within view of the New York City skyline. 

Maryland’s Central Region public hunting 
lands, such as Old Bohemia WMA, feature 
pit blinds that give public hunters the 
hunt-club experience without the annual 
dues. These blinds require reservations, 
so plan ahead.

Delaware Bay isn’t held in the same 
esteem as Maryland’s Eastern Shore, 
but the goose hunting can be just as 
good. The coastal flats sandwiched 
between Delaware and New Jersey hold 
big numbers of Canada geese. You’ll 
need a seaworthy boat, but you can 
get into prime goose action without the 
Eastern Shore’s crowds.

GREAT LATE HOTSPOTS
A half-dozen of the region’s top late-season goose destinations
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ON THE COAST

The Expert: Lawrence Seaman III, 
WKLUG�JHQHUDWLRQ�FRPPHUFLDO�¿VKHUPDQ�
and waterfowl junky
The Game Plan:�³7KH�ELJJHVW�IDF-
WRU�LQ�VFRULQJ�ZLWK�FRDVWDO�JHHVH�LV�WKH�
ZHDWKHU�´�VD\V�/DZUHQFH�6HDPDQ��

+H�RXJKW�WR�NQRZ��+LV�MRE�DV�D�ED\-
PDQ�NHHSV�KLP�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�VHYHQ�GD\V�
a week, no matter what the calendar—or 
WKH�WKHUPRPHWHU²VD\V��)RUWXQDWHO\�IRU�
him, he can take a break from pulling 
FUDE�SRWV�RQ�/RQJ�,VODQG¶V�6RXWK�6KRUH�
DQG�FKDVH�JHHVH�ZKHQHYHU�WKH�ZHDWKHU�
WXUQV�QDXWLFDO��
,I�\RX��WRR��KDYH�WKH�OX[XU\�RI�SODQ-

QLQJ�\RXU�KXQWV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�PHWHR-
URORJLVW��6HDPDQ�VD\V�WKH�GD\V�IROORZLQJ�

D�KHDY\�VQRZIDOO�DUH�EHVW��:LWK�WKH�¿HOGV�
FRYHUHG� LQ�VQRZ��JHHVH�DUH�IRUFHG� WR�
IRUDJH�RXW�LQ�WKH�ED\��7KH�H[WUHPH�FROG�
WKDW�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHV�D�VQRZVWRUP�
ORFNV�XS�WKH�LQODQG�SRQGV��WRR��GULYLQJ�
ELUGV�RXW�WR�WKH�VDOW�

You can ditch the watch when target-
LQJ�FRDVWDO�JHHVH��DV�WKH�WLGH�KDV�PRUH�
RI�DQ�HIIHFW�RQ�PRYHPHQW� WKDQ� WLPH��
*HHVH� ORDI�RQ�VDQGEDUV�DQG�PXGÀDWV�
H[SRVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ORZ�ZDWHU�SHULRGV��
VR�\RX�FDQ�H[SHFW�WKHP�WR�VKRZ�XS�MXVW�
EHIRUH�WKH�WLGH�ERWWRPV�RXW��7KH�IRRG�
VRXUFHV�WKH\�ORRN�IRU�LQ�WKH�ED\��VXFK�DV�
VHHG�FODPV��SHULZLQNOHV�DQG�VXEPHUJHG�
DTXDWLF�YHJHWDWLRQ��DUH�DOVR�PRUH�UHDGLO\�
DYDLODEOH�DW�ORZ�WLGH��
,I� \RX� SODQ� RQ� GHFR\LQJ� JHHVH��

6HDPDQ�VD\V�WR�JHW�LQ�D�OLNHO\�SRVLWLRQ�
DERXW� WZR�KRXUV�EHIRUH� ORZ� WLGH�DQG�
VWD\�DOO� WKH�ZD\� WKURXJK� WKH�VZLQJ��
0RVW�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW�ZLOO�RFFXU�MXVW�
DV�WKH�ZDWHU�GLVDSSHDUV��EXW�\RX¶OO�ZDQW�
WR�EH� LQ�SODFH�DQG�VHW�XS�ZHOO�EHIRUH�
WKDW�KDSSHQV��

$V�IRU�GHFR\V��6HDPDQ�OLNHV�WR�VHW�
DQ\ZKHUH� IURP��� WR���GR]HQ�EORFNV��
:KHQHYHU�SRVVLEOH��KH� LQFRUSRUDWHV�
IXOO�ERG\�GHFR\V�LQ�KLV�VSUHDG��SODFLQJ�
WKHP�RQ�D�PXGÀDW�RU�DORQJ�WKH�VKRUH�RI�
D�VDOW�SRQG��2Q�GD\V�ZLWK�EDG�ZHDWKHU��
KH¶OO�SXW�RXW�D�ODUJHU�VSUHDG�WR�VLJQDO�
VDIHW\�WR�SDVVLQJ�ÀRFNV��
The Final Word:�:DLW�IRU�ZLFNHG�ZHDWK-
HU�DQG�D�GURSSLQJ�WLGH�WR�VFRUH�ELJ�ZLWK�
FRDVWDO�JHHVH��
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When the temperature plummets and ponds 
and smaller lakes freeze up, the nearest 
open big water will hold concentrations of 
birds for as long as the food holds out.

Look for coastal geese to occupy sandbars 
and mudflats during low tide. They’ll loaf 
and feed there until the water rises again.
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A
story about pheasant hunting 
in the Eastern U.S. actually 
EHJLQV�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW��
In the late 1800s, then ambas-

sador to China, Owen Denny, brought 
several Chinese ring-necked pheasants 
back to his Oregon home by boat. Why? 
He thought the birds were nice to look 
at and exceptionally good on the table. 
Those not eaten by the ambassador and 

his family were released in the Willamette 
Valley and along the Columbia River, 
ZKHUH�WKH\�ÀRXULVKHG��
In time, most of the northern half of 

the nation was home to good pheas-
ant populations, including much of the 
1RUWKHDVW��3HQQV\OYDQLD�VSRUWVPHQ�HQ-
joyed exceptional hunting during the 
1960s and ’70s, with annual harvests of 
D�PLOOLRQ�RU�PRUH�ELUGV��6DPH�ZLWK�1HZ�

<RUN��ZKHUH�WKH�¿UVW�SKHDVDQW�VHDVRQ�ZDV�
in 1908. Maryland supported a thriving 
pheasant population, as did other areas 
where existing or manufactured habitat 
and the birds’ needs meshed.

But times and landscapes changed. 
Gone were the old farms; the abandoned 
SDVWXUHV��WKH�VWUHWFKLQJ�¿HOGV�RI�KRUVH�
weeds, goldenrod and thigh-high grasses. 
Agriculture became clean, leaving little 
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HOW-TO

Roosters
The 

Next Door
While the heyday of pheasant hunting in the East is long behind us, 

there are still opportunities to bag a ringneck or two 

without having to road-trip it to the prairie states.

By M.D. Johnson



cover for ground-dwelling birds like 
pheasants. Then came housing develop-
ments and shopping malls. Squeezed 
onto smaller and smaller parcels, many 
of the eastern U.S.’s pheasant popula-
tions slipped into obscurity, and then, 
eventually, non-existence. 
Unfortunate? Yes, but it’s a tale with 

glimmers of hope. Many game agencies 
throughout the East are working with 

private landowners to recreate what was 
once prime pheasant habitat. These same 
agencies, too, are providing pheasant 
hunting opportunities through active and, 
in some cases expanding, put-and-take 
programs. Additionally, hunting pre-
serves throughout the region are turning 
back the proverbial hands of time and 
bringing uplanders opportunities to hunt 
this storied gamebird.

PHEASANTS 
STATE BY STATE

A rundown of ringneck 

seasons, limits and public-

hunting opportunities

PENNSYLVANIA: The Keystone 
State offers a special youth 
pheasant hunting opportunity this 
month (though the application 
deadline was in September), 
with a general statewide split 
season that began in October 
and runs in segments through 
the end of February. Either-sex 
harvest is allowed statewide, 
though no hunting is permitted 
within the state’s Wild Pheasant 
Recovery Zone. Zone boundaries 
and stocking information can be 
found at the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission’s web site (pgc.
pa.gov). A special pheasant permit 
is required in addition to a general 
hunting license.

NEW JERSEY: The Garden State 
releases both ringnecks (50,000 
on 20-plus WMAs, Fort Dix and 
the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area) and bobwhite 
quail (5,000 on a pair of WMAs) 
throughout the season, which 
runs on select days and segments 
from early November through mid-
February. A Pheasant and Quail 
Stamp ($40) is required on select 
areas, as well as the DWGNRA. Visit 
njfishandwildlife for more.

NEW YORK: As with much of the 
East, pheasant hunting in New York 
is but a shadow of what it once   
                             (continued on p. 58) 
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Although truly wild pheasants are nearly 
non-existant in the East, just about every 
state in the region releases some number 
of birds on public hunting areas each fall.
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EASTERN ROOSTERS AT A GLANCE

For the past 11 years, Pennsylvania’s 
Kurt Bond has served as the Mid-Atlantic 
regional representative for Pheasants 
Forever/Quail Forever. In that role, he 
provides support to some 25 volunteer 
chapters across the region, as well as 
assists private landowners with habitat 
programs and projects and works with 
the conservation organization’s Farm 
Bill Biologist Program. 

“There’s a lot going on,” he says, 
“and a lot still to be done.” 

Bond’s blunt when it comes to wild 
pheasants in the East. 

“Although it’s not necessarily a rosy 
picture, it’s the reality: Wild birds aren’t 
common in this region anymore,” he 
says. “In fact, Pennsylvania currently 
is the only state in my region with an 
LGHQWL¿DEOH�ZLOG�ELUG�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH\¶UH�
there in two or three small areas, and 
it’s not a huntable population, but I use 
this reality as a rallying cry for more 
[upland] habitat.”
Perhaps there’s not a lot of light at 

the end of the tunnel, but the situation 

is by no means an end-all to pheasant 
hunting, according to Bond. 

“Most state agencies in the region 
have some allocation of pen-raised 
birds going onto state game lands,” he 
says. “Pennsylvania is the most robust 
in terms of stocking programs, with 
175,000 to 225,000 birds being released 
annually. Those numbers do drop a bit as 
you go through New York, New Jersey 
and Connecticut, mostly due to fewer 
hunters and a lesser number of game-
land acres. But we’ve [recently] seen 
more license sales in this region, and 
hopefully that translates into more birds 
being released.” 

Another option Bond speaks highly 
of are the numerous hunting preserves 
scattered throughout the region. 

“There’s an enormous opportunity 
there,” he says of the preserve system. 
“One thing Covid demonstrated last 
year was that there is interest in these 
preserves. A lot of people use them for 
dog training, and many of the opera-
tions afford the opportunity to educate 
or recruit new hunters, mainly because 

(continued from p. 57)

was; however, there are pockets 
of wild birds to be found in a handful 
of western counties, and the state 
stocks more than 20,000 ringnecks 
on select WMAs each fall. A youth 
season is on the docket; general 
seasons start in mid-October and run 
through December 31, depending 
on the area. Information, including 
release sites, is at dec.ny.gov. 

MAINE: Upland hunting in the 
Pine Tree State may be focused on 
ruffed grouse and woodcock, but 
pheasant hunters aren’t left totally 
out of the picture. The state game 
agency stocks some 2,000 birds 
on roughly 20 sites across Maine, 
the pheasants provided by funds 
raised from the sale of requisite 
pheasant permits sold to sportsmen 
and -women who hunt in York 
and/or Cumberland counties. The 
season started in late September 
and continues through year’s end. 
Details are at maine.gov under 
“Pheasant Hunting.”

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Like many places 
across the country, New Hampshire 
has a long history involving the 
ring-necked pheasant, with initial 
stockings dating back more than 
a century. Today, hunters enjoy the 
opportunity courtesy of the Fish 
and Game Department’s stocking 
efforts. For 2021, some 11,000 
birds will be released at 64 sites 
near 44 different municipalities. 
The season runs October 1 through 
December 31, with various closures 
for stocking. More can be found at 
wildlife.state.nh.us.
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A dog can help locate birds in heavy 
cover, but dogless hunters should 
work backward, from the heaviest 
cover to less dense sections.



it’s such a controlled and understandable 
environment.”

At the end of the day, though, it boils 
down to one word: habitat. 

“If everyone did a little bit,” Bond 
says, “and added a piece to the puzzle, 
ZH�ZRXOG�VHH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
all upland bird populations, especially 
those that have been on a downward 
trajectory for the last 20 to 30 years.” 

Stocked pheasants, he admits, are 
never going to create a wild bird popula-
tion. And because those wild birds are 
JRQH�� LW¶V�JRLQJ� WR�EH�GLI¿FXOW� WR�JHW�
them back. 

“But there are so many other species 
WKDW�FDQ�EHQH¿W�´�KH�VD\V��³,W¶V�LPSRU-
tant to all upland wildlife to have more 
upland habitat on the ground.” 

Hunting pheasants in the East comes 

down to perspective, and Bond chooses 
to look at the glass half-full.

“I hunt with my dog and my 5-year-
old daughter,” he says. “Neither of them 
knows the difference between a wild 
pheasant and a stocked bird. But at the 
end of the day, it’s all about the experi-
ence and the opportunity. The smile on 
her face. The energy in the dog’s step. 
Those opportunities are out there. You 
just need to go look for them.”

SOLO TACTICS

Basically, there are two types of pheasant 
hunting: With a dog and without. Many, 
myself included, prefer the former for 
perhaps obvious reasons. However, the 
lone hunter isn’t at (much of) a disad-
vantage if he or she remembers three 
keys to dog-less pheasant hunting.

PAY TO PLAY
Top private pheasant hunts across the region

Pheasant preserves often get a bad 
rap as being unrealistic, but that’s 
often an unfair representation. Many 
operations feature a variety of natural 
habitats, along with top-notch hunting 
scenarios. Here are a few that offer 
hunters a memorable day afield. 

MARTZ’S GAP VIEW HUNTING PRESERVE

Dalmatia, PA

Offering ringnecks, Hungarian partridge 
and chukars, Martz’s Gap View has 
been supplying hunting experiences to 
the public since the late 1950s on its 
now over 1,300 well-managed acres. 
(martzs.com)

EASTERN VIEW OUTFITTERS

Plattsburgh, NY

As real as it gets, thanks to well-
flighted birds and thousands of 
privately-managed acres of mixed 
habitat. Of note, only non-toxic 
shotshells are permitted on this facility. 
(easternviewoutfitters.com)

ORAPAX HUNTING PRESERVE

Goochland, VA

Conveniently located just 30 minutes 
from Richmond and 45 minutes 
from Charlottesville, Orapax Hunting 
Preserve encompasses over 700 acres 

of picturesque Virginia landscape. 
Ringnecks, bobwhites and chukar are 
available. (orapax.com)

BENT CREEK PRESERVE

Allentown, NJ

Now in its 20th season, Bent Creek 
provides 500 acres of upland 
opportunity, with a variety of hunt 
packages on the menu. The season 
here is long, lasting from September 
15 through the end of March. 
(bentcreekpreserve.net)

PEACEABLE HILL FARM

Shoreham, VT

Whether training a new pup 
or mentoring a young hunter, 
Peaceable Hill Farm offers a relaxing 
natural setting surrounded by the 
splendor that is western Vermont. 
(peaceablehill.com)

MARKOVER HUNTING PRESERVE

Danielson, CT

The kind folks at Markover Hunting 
Preserve near Danielson have been 
serving the sporting public for over 
50 years and know how to do it right. 
Traditional field hunting, as well as 
challenging tower shoots, can be 
enjoyed. (markover.com)

VERMONT: Here again, bird hunters 
focus their efforts on ruffs and 
timberdoodles, and with apparent 
good reason. The Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department characterizes 
the wild ring-neck as being 
“practically non-existent.” Remnants 
may be found in the Champlain 
Valley, but any birds found are 
likely the result of private stockings. 
There is a season, though, which 
opened in late September and 
runs to December 31, with a two-
bird daily bag limit. Details are at 
vtfishandwildlife.com.

MASSACHUSETTS: Hunters may 
apply to the Department of Fish 
and Game for a free one-day 
permit that allows the private 
purchase, release and hunting 
of ringnecks and bobwhite quail 
on selected WMAs from January 
1 to March 31. This is first-come, 
first-served with no restrictions on 
stocking numbers or bag limits. 
The 2021 general season runs 
October 17 to November 27, with 
a daily bag of two (either-sex on all 
WMAs). Plans for ’21 stocking are 
roughly 40,000 birds statewide. Go 
to mass.gov for details.

CONNECTICUT: The Nutmeg State 
is in the same pheasant boat as 
the rest of the Northeast. Birds were 
introduced in the early 20th century, 
but urbanization and habitat loss 
have contributed to the virtual 
demise of a wild population. Today, 
the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, with the 
support of many entities, releases 
some 20,000 birds and offers 
multiple opportunities, including a 
Junior Pheasant Hunter Training Day. 
Details are at portal.ct.gov.
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RHODE ISLAND: Block Island, a 
109-square-mile isle off Rhode 
Island’s southern coast, supports 
a tiny population of wild ringnecks, 
and allows a few days (five this 
season) of hunting with landowner 
permission. “There are no predators 
on the island, which helps greatly,” 
says Jennifer Kilburn, state upland 
bird biologist, “It’s a cocks-only 
season and a small, limited 
population [of birds].” Elsewhere, it’s 
a state-stocked put-and-take deal, 
with more information at dem.ri.gov.

DELAWARE/MARYLAND: Currently, 
Delaware (dnrec.alpha.delaware.
gov/fish-wildlife) offers a cocks-
only season, with a two-bird daily 
bag, beginning in late November 
and continuing through early 
February. Maryland sports a similar 
season structure, but runs through 
the end of February with a two-bird, 
either-sex daily bag. Information 
about upland bird hunting in 
Maryland can be found at dnr.
maryland.gov.

VIRGINIA/WEST VIRGINIA: For 
many an upland bird hunter, 
coastal Virginia (dwr.virginia.gov) 
means rails with a side of snipe 
for good measure. Travel west just 
a bit, and there are bobwhites 
to be had. Further into the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and north to 
neighboring West Virginia, and the 
game changes to ruffed grouse. 
Pheasants are decidedly fewer and 
farther between, though both states 
have a season. Virginia’s runs 
from early November to Jan. 31, 
with no daily bag or season limit—
presumably due to the state’s lack 
of wild birds. West Virginia’s (wvdnr.
gov) runs the months of November 
and December, with a two-bird, 
cocks-only daily bag. 

1. HUNT SMALL:�*LYHQ�D����DFUH�¿HOG��
WKH�VROR�KXQWHU�PXVW�FXW�LW�GRZQ�WR�D�
PDQDJHDEOH�VL]H��RWKHUZLVH��ELUGV�ZLOO�
¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�HVFDSH��W\SLFDOO\�E\�UXQ-
QLQJ��3KHDVDQWV�SUHIHU� WR�PDNH� WKHLU�
HVFDSH�IURP� OLJKWHU�FRYHU� WR�KHDYLHU�
FRYHU��7KHUHIRUH��KXQWHUV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�
LQ�UHYHUVH��ZKHQ�SRVVLEOH��PRYLQJ�IURP�
KHDY\�FRYHU�WR�WKLQQHU��OHVV�GHQVH�VHF-
WLRQV��DQG��HYHQWXDOO\�� WR�QR�FRYHU� LQ�
WKH�IRUP�RI�D�SORZHG�¿HOG��VKRUW�JUDVV�
SDVWXUH��ZDWHUZD\�RU�VRPH�RWKHU�W\SH�
RI�QRQ�KXPDQ�EORFNHU��

³5XQ�¶HP�RXW�RI�FRYHU�´�P\�IDWKHU�
DOZD\V� WROG�PH��³DQG� WKRVH�URRVWHUV�
ZRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�ÀXVK�´

2. GO SLOW:�0DQ\�SKHDVDQW�KXQW-
HUV�DUH�QRWRULRXVO\� LQ�D�KXUU\� WR�JHW�
WR� WKH�QH[W�¿HOG�� WKH�QH[W�IHQFH� OLQH�
RU� WKH�QH[W�VWULS�RI�FRUQ��%\�PRYLQJ�
VORZO\�DQG�VWRSSLQJ�RIWHQ��LW¶V�SRVVLEOH�
WR�PDNH�WKDW�DOUHDG\�KLJK�VWUXQJ�URRVWHU�
HYHQ�PRUH�QHUYRXV�E\� WKLQNLQJ�KH¶V�
EHHQ�GLVFRYHUHG�DQG�FDQ¶W�UXQ��KLV�RQO\� 
DOWHUQDWLYH�EHLQJ�ÀLJKW��7DNH�\RXU�WLPH��

=LJ]DJ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�DFURVV�\RXU�FKRVHQ�
GRZQVL]HG�SLHFH�RI�FRYHU�DV�\RX�ZRUN�
WR�WKDW�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�QDWXUDO�EORFNHU��
6WRS�RIWHQ�DQG�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKDW�QRLV\�
FODWWHU�RI�ZLQJV�

3. SHOOT WELL:�$�WUDLQHG�GRJ�FDQ�
EH�D�WUHPHQGRXV�KHOS�D¿HOG��QRW�RQO\�
LQ�ORFDWLQJ�OLYH�ELUGV��EXW�¿QGLQJ�WKHP�
DIWHU�WKH�VKRW��$�ZRXQGHG�SKHDVDQW�FDQ�
EH�QLJK�RQ�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�¿QG�ZLWKRXW�D�
GRJ��PDNLQJ�LW�H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
XVH�WKH�SURSHU�DPPXQLWLRQ��VHH�VLGHEDU��
DERYH��DQG�QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�IROORZ�XS�WKH�
¿UVW�VKRW�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�VKRXOG�WKH�KLW�EH�
TXHVWLRQDEOH��0DUN�GRZQHG�ELUGV�ZHOO�
DQG�JHW�WR�WKHP�TXLFNO\��%HVW�FDVH��WKDW�
URRVWHU¶V�O\LQJ�ULJKW�ZKHUH�KH�VKRXOG�EH��
,I�QRW��VWDQG�IDVW�DQG�OLVWHQ��,I�KH¶V�UXQ-
QLQJ��WKH�VRXQG�RI�GU\�OHDYHV�UXVWOLQJ�PD\�
EHWUD\�KLV�HVFDSH��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�KHDU�KLP��
KDQJ�\RXU�EOD]H�RUDQJH�KDW�ZKHUH�\RX�
WKLQN�KH�IHOO�DQG�PDNH�HYHU�H[SDQGLQJ�
FLUFOHV�DV�\RX�ORRN�IRU�IHDWKHUV�RU�RWKHU�
VLJQ��'RQ¶W�JLYH�XS��+H¶V�ZRUWK�LW�DQG�
GHVHUYHV�DQ�DOO�RXW�HIIRUW��

GUNS AND LOADS
What you’ll need to bring down a rooster

My favorite pheasant shotguns are characterized as fast-swinging, easy-to-carry 
pieces. My 20-gauge Browning Citori Lightning Feather O/U tips the scales shy of  
6 pounds and points like an extension of my arm. An admitted fan of the 16 
gauge, my 1952 Winchester Model 24 side-by-side weighs about a half-pound 
more than the Citori yet is nonetheless a joy to carry. At the upper end, my 
Mossberg Silver Reserve in 12 gauge weighs 7 1/2 pounds. All perform equally 
well afield if the man behind the stock does his job right. The truth is, any shotgun 
a hunter shoots well can be used for pheasants. 

As for shotshells, a 2 3/4-inch hull is plenty, especially when stoked with a 1 1/4- 
to 1 1/2-ounce charge of No. 5 or No. 6 lead. However, many WMAs and preserves 
require hunters to use non-toxic shotshells, making Hevi-Shot’s Hevi-Bismuth or Hevi-
Shot Duck in No. 6, or Kent’s Upland Bismuth in No. 5 or No. 6, an excellent choice.
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FUEL YOUR PASSION AT

Fiocchi’s Hyperformance ammo combines the latest 

in material and component technology to deliver 

cartridge performance seasoned hunters across 

the globe depend on. Fiocchi’s new polymer-tipped 

copper solid bullets ensure long-range accuracy and

reliable terminal performance with every shot.







I
t is hope that drives the deer hunt-
er, and that hope is never higher 
than it is as the rut begins to kick 
into overdrive. This is the time 

deer are on the move the most, and even 
trophy bucks, in their drive to breed, get 
a little dumb and are apt to make mistakes. 

Every season, Instagram and Facebook 
feeds are loaded with nice bucks taken 
during the rut, but we all know that many 
more hunters come up empty-handed. 
Don’t be one of those hunters. Go into the 
rut with a game plan for success. Know 
how you are going to put yourself in a 
position to take the trophy you dream 
about. The key to making such a game 
plan is knowing where to hang your stand 
or set up your ground blind and being 
there when opportunity comes walking 
by. Here are four spots to target this fall 
as the rut heats up. 

1. FOCUS ON FUNNELS 

If I were to choose a single terrain fea-
ture for an all-day sit as rut activity be-
gins to peak, it would be in a funnel. A  

funnel is any piece of terrain that narrows 
or forces deer movement into a tight, 
predictable location or corridor, and 
the best ones allow a hunter to hang a 
stand that offers a relatively close shot 
at a buck on the move. 

Examples of common funnels are 
necks or slivers of woods and cover 
that connect two larger stands of trees; 
hillsides that run tight together to form 
a narrow passage or bottom; and water-
ways such as a deep stream or river that 
SLQFKHV�XS�QHDU�D�¿HOG�DQG�OHDYHV�MXVW�D�
small strip of trees and cover for deer to 
pass without stepping into the open. Keep 
in mind that not all funnels are natural. 
Converging fences, low wires or even 
gaps in fences that allow deer to pass 
through more easily, as well as wooded 
lots or greenways between houses in 
suburban areas, all serve to funnel deer 
WUDI¿F�LQWR�D�IDLUO\�SUHGLFWDEOH�SDWWHUQ��

Why are these features so good? Even 
as bucks chase or seek out does, they’ll 
still try to avoid open areas, particularly 
during midday when they know they are 
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HOW-TO

When it comes to the best terrain feature for 
a rut stand, it’s hard to beat a funnel. Narrow 
strips of woods connecting two larger stands 
of timber are highways for cruising bucks.

STAND  
DELIVER

Success during the rut is often about being in

the right place at the right time. Here’s how to

hunt the stands that will put you 

in a position to score.
By Doug Howlett
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more visible. They will use these corridors 
as they cruise, and the narrower the fun-
nel, the better it will be to force the deer 
to walk closer to a good stand location. 

One of my all-time favorite funnels 
is a fence with low or missing wires. 
Deer are a lot like people in that they 
will choose the easiest route to travel 
as long as they aren’t spooked, so an 
area along a fence where they can pass 
through rather than jump over becomes 
D�KLJK�WUDI¿F�ORFDWLRQ��

2. FIND OAK FLATS

While bucks will be more focused on 
breeding that eating right now, does 
are still more interested in food as they 
get bred and become pregnant. Acorns, 
particularly those from white oaks, are 
a preferred, high-protein food of white-
tails. Find an oak dropping acorns along 
the spine of a big-woods ridgetop or on 
a raised piece of dry ground surrounded 
by swamp or thicker cover, and you may 
have just found a buck magnet. 

As they search for does, bucks will 
cruise the edges of these open dining 
areas daily. Early and late in the rut, 
they may even stop to browse a little 
themselves. Hang your stand where 
prevailing winds will cast your scent 
away from the acorn-littered ground 
and be there well before sunup. These 
spots are ideal for early-morning sets 
into the late morning, but as the rut hits 
its peak, don’t overlook them for all-day 
sits, as well, particularly if a nasty cold 
front that brings rain or snow is in the 
forecast. Does will feed like crazy on 
the front edge of these disturbances, and 
the bucks will be right there with them. 

3. KEY ON REMOTE OPENINGS

In the afternoon, many hunters gravitate 
to open-area stands—be they on recently 
KDUYHVWHG�FURS�¿HOGV��IRRG�SORWV�RU�HYHQ�
RYHUJURZQ��JUDVV\�¿HOGV²WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�
seeing more deer and possibly making 
longer shots. As the rut action heats up, 
don’t dismiss these traditional afternoon 
hotspots in the morning or midday, either. 
Conventional wisdom says, “woods in the 
morning, openings in the afternoon,” but 
bucks will cruise these areas throughout 
the day to scent-check for estrous does, 
and they’ll be apt to pop into the open 
at any time during the day. 

RISE AND SHINE
Two great stands for the run-and-gun hunter

During the rut, having the ability to change stand sites from one day to the next, 
or even during a single day, can be the difference between being in the game and 
merely being a spectator to the action. These two stands enable mobility and 
adaptability to whatever the rut throws at you.

COMPLETE HANG-ON

With the Lone Wolf Assault Hunt Ready System, every piece 
necessary to create the ultimate rut stand setup is included. 
The system features Lone Wolf’s Assault II compact treestand, 
a four-pack of Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks and the convenient 
Alphatech Stick Quiver, which snaps onto the stand and holds 
the sticks so they can all be carried with the optional padded 
backpack straps. The combined weight of all components is just 
20 pounds. ($469.99; lonewolfhuntingproducts.com)

ADVANCED CLIMBER

When it comes to climbing stands, Summit’s Viper has been 
the standard for years. Now Summit offers the Viper Pro 

SD, an improved version over past models. It features the 
company’s new QuickDraw Pro cable system that allows for 
even faster, easier and quieter attachment to a tree. Also 
included is Summit’s FasTrack system that enables the easy 
addition of hooks, a phone holder and/or a rifle holder to 
the frame, keeping gear readily accessible while on stand. 
The Viper Pro SD weighs just 22 pounds but can support a 
big ol’ country boy up to 300 pounds. It’ll climb trees from 
8 to 20 inches in diameter. ($479.99; summitstands.com)
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While bucks aren’t focused on feeding  
during the rut, does certainly are. Find  
an oak flat littered with acorns and wait  
for hungry does to bring the bucks to you.
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However, don’t waste time on road-
VLGH�¿HOGV�ZKHUH�HYHU\�SDVVHUE\�ZLOO�
VORZ�RU�VWRS�DW�WKH�VLJKW�RI�GHHU��:KLOH�
FRPLQJ�GDUNQHVV�ZLOO�JLYH�GHHU�WKH�FRQ-
¿GHQFH�WR�EURZVH�LQ�VXFK�VSRWV�ODWH�LQ�
WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��H[WHQGHG�OLJKW�DQG�KX-
PDQ� LQWHUDFWLRQ�FRPELQH� WR�PDNH�DQ�
RSHQ�DUHD�QHDU�D�¿HOG�D�SRWHQWLDO�ZDVWH�
RI�WLPH��)LQG�D�¿HOG�RU�SORW�VHW�EDFN�LQ�
WKH�ZRRGV��WKRXJK��SDUWLFXODUO\�D�ORQJ��
QDUURZ�RQH�ZKHUH�GHHU�ZLOO�FXW�DFURVV�
GXULQJ�D�GD\¶V�QRUPDO�WUDYHO��DQG�\RX�
DUH�RQ�WR�VRPHWKLQJ��,I�VLWWLQJ�ULJKW�RQ�
WKH�¿HOG�HGJH��PDNH�VXUH�WR�VWD\�DOHUW��
8QOHVV�D�GRH�ORFNV�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�
ZLWK�D�EXFN�VWDQGLQJ�QHDU�KHU��WKH�DFWLRQ�
\RX¶UH�OLNHO\�WR�VHH�LV�EXFNV�FKDVLQJ�RU�
FUXLVLQJ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKH\¶OO�FURVV�WKH�
RSHQLQJ�UDWKHU�TXLFNO\�
)RU�D�PRUH�OLNHO\�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�VHWXS�

RII�DQ�RSHQLQJ��SRVLWLRQ�\RXUVHOI����WR�
���\DUGV�LQVLGH�WKH�HGJH��DV�EXFNV�DUH�
PRUH�DSW� WR�FUXLVH� WKH� LQVLGH� OLQH�RI�
ZRRGV� ORRNLQJ�IRU�¿HOG�IHHGLQJ�GRHV�
WKDQ�VWUROO�ULJKW�LQWR�WKH�RSHQ��7KDW�VDLG��
LI�KXQWLQJ�LQVLGH�WKH�OLQH�RI�ZRRGV��PDNH�
VXUH�\RX�KDYH�D�VKRRWLQJ�ODQH�RU�WZR�
FOHDU�WR�WKH�RSHQLQJ�

4. WORK THE WATER

:KHQ�KXQWHUV�VWDUW�¿OLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRRGV�
HQ�PDVVH�DQG�JXQV�EHJLQ�JRLQJ�RII��HYHQ�
UXWWLQJ�GHHU�ZLOO�PRYH�WR�ZKHUH�WKH\�IHHO�
VDIH�DQG�UHPRYHG�IURP�KXPDQ�LQWUXVLRQ��
)HZ�DUHDV�RIIHU�WKHP�WKH�VHFXULW\�WKDW�D�
VZDPS�RU�D�ERJJ\�DUHD�VXFK�DV�D�UHFHQWO\�

ÀRRGHG�ULYHU�ERWWRP�GRHV��7KH�KDUGHU�LW�
LV�IRU�D�SHUVRQ�WR�JHW�EDFN�LQ�WKHUH��WKH�
PRUH�OLNHO\�LW�LV�WR�KDUERU�D�EUXLVHU��2Q�
P\�9LUJLQLD�SURSHUW\��QHDUO\�D�WKLUG�RI�LW�
OLHV�LQ�VZDPS��'XULQJ�WKH�UXW��GHHU�FDQ�
EH�VSRWWHG�ZRUNLQJ�WKH�ZLQGLQJ�FUHHNV�
RU�SDGGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�VKDOORZ�ZDWHUV�
DV�WKH\�UXQ�DQG�FKDVH��)LQG�D�FUHHN�WKDW�
UXQV�DORQJVLGH�D�KLJK�SLHFH�RI�JURXQG�
ZLWK�RDNV�GURSSLQJ�DFRUQV�VHYHUDO�KXQ-
GUHG�\DUGV�GHHS�LQ�D�VZDPS�DQG�\RX¶YH�
IRXQG�D�WULIHFWD�RI�WHUUDLQ�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�
SURYLGH�IRRG��VHFXULW\�DQG�VHFOXVLRQ��
0DNH�VXUH�\RX�DUH�WKHUH�DOO�GD\�DV�WKH�
UXW�EHJLQV�WR�SHDN��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�D�JUHDW�
VSRW�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�UXW��WRR��ZKHQ�DFRUQV�
¿UVW�EHJLQ�WR�GURS�

1R�VZDPSV�ZKHUH�\RX�KXQW"�/RRN�
IRU�EUXVK�FKRNHG�FUHHN�ERWWRPV�DQG�
WUHH�OLQHG�VWUHDPVLGH�PDQDJHPHQW�]RQHV�
�W\SLFDOO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�60=V��OLQLQJ�
WKURXJK�UHFHQWO\�WLPEHUHG�WHUUDLQ��7KHVH�
ODQG�IHDWXUHV�SURYLGH�QDWXUDO�ZKLWH-
WDLO�KLJKZD\V�ZKHUH�GRHV�DQG�WUDLOLQJ�
EXFNV�FUXLVH�XQGHU�FRYHU�DQG�ZLOO�GR�
VR�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\�DW�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�
WKH�UXW��7DOO�WUHHV�IHG�E\�WKH�VWDQGLQJ�
ZDWHU�DUH�LGHDO�SHUFKHV�IRU�D�TXLFN�VHWXS�
ZLWK�D�FOLPELQJ�VWDQG�RU�D�PRUH�SHU-
PDQHQW�VHWXS�ZLWK�D�KDQJ�RQ�RU�ODGGHU�
VWDQG��/RRN�IRU�FUHHN�FURVVLQJV�ZKHUH�
KRRYHV�KDYH�UXWWHG�DQG�FOHDYHG�DZD\�
WKH�VRLO�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�FUHHN��DV�
ZHOO�DV�ZRUQ��PXGG\�WUDLOV�SDUDOOHOLQJ�
WKH�EDQNV�� WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�H[DFWO\� WR�
KDQJ�\RXU�VWDQG��
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Overgrown fields tucked back in the woods  
are good places to set an ambush any time  
of day during the rut. Bucks and does alike  

will be on the move, though, so stay alert.
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VKRRWLQJ�KRXUV�VWDUWHG��ZH�SXOOHG�RXW�
LQWR�&KHVDSHDNH�%D\��NLFNLQJ�XS�ÀRFNV�
RI�GXFNV��:H�DQFKRUHG� LQ�RSHQ�ZD-
WHU�PRUH� WKDQ�D�PLOH� IURP�VKRUH�DQG�
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RI�GXFN�KXQWLQJ�LQVWLQFW��1RUPDOO\�,�VLW�

LQ�D�SLW�EXULHG�QH[W�WR�DQ�LQXQGDWHG�¿HOG��
VWDQG�LQ�IUHH]LQJ�ÀRRGHG�WLPEHU��FURXFK�
LQ�PDUVK�JUDVV�RU�ZDWFK�IRU�PDOODUGV�
WR�VHWWOH�LQWR�D�SRWKROH�IURP�D�FDPRX-
ÀDJHG�ERDW��VR�,�IHOW�VWUDQJH�FURXFKLQJ�
EHKLQG�UHHG�PDWWLQJ�OLQLQJ�WKH�JXQZDOHV�
RI�%RXUQH¶V����IRRW�ERDW�WKDW�DQ\�ELUG�
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DESTINATIONS

Big, hardy surf scoters are a 
popular target of sea duck 

hunters on Chesapeake Bay.

Big
ACTION
Water, Big
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for various types of waterfowling and 
¿VKLQJ��³:LWK�SXGGOH�GXFNV��ZH�JR�LQWR�
WKH�PDUVK�RU�ÀRRGHG�WLPEHU�LQ�WKH�GDUN�
WR�VHW�XS�DW�D�SUHYLRXVO\�VFRXWHG�ORFDWLRQ��
)RU�VHD�GXFNV��,�YHU\�UDUHO\�KXQW�ZLWKRXW�
¿UVW�VHHLQJ�ELUGV�WKDW�GD\��6FRWHUV�GLYH�
IRU�FODPV��R\VWHUV�DQG�PXVVHOV��7KH\�VLW�
RYHU�WKHLU�IRRG�VRXUFHV�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\��
VR�ZH�VHW�XS�ZKHUH�WKH\¶UH�IHHGLQJ�´�

7KDW�VWUDQJH�IHHOLQJ�TXLFNO\�YDQLVKHG�
DV�D�VLQJOH�ODUJH��GDUN�ELUG�URFNHWHG�ORZ�
RYHU�D�VPDOO�FOXVWHU�RI�EODFN�GHFR\V�

EREELQJ�LQ�WKH�ZDYHV����\DUGV�DZD\��
$V�LW�DSSURDFKHG�P\�HQG�RI�WKH�ERDW��
,�KDG�WKH�KRQRU�RI�WDNLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VKRW�
RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ��:LWK�RQH�EODVW�RI�1R��
��+HYL�6KRW��,�EDJJHG�RXU�¿UVW�ELUG�RI�
WKH�GD\��D�GUDNH�VXUI�VFRWHU��DQG�P\�
¿UVW�VHD�GXFN�

:LWK� WKH� ZLQG� DQG�ED\� FXUUHQWV��
&KHVDSHDNH�KXQWHUV�PXVW�UHWULHYH�WKHLU�
NLOOV�TXLFNO\�RU�ULVN�ORVLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKH�
VHD��:KHQ�KXQWLQJ��%RXUQH�DWWDFKHV�
KLV�DQFKRU�OLQH�WR�D�EXR\��DQG�ZKHQ�KH�

GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�D�UHWULHYHU�DORQJ��KH�VLPSO\�
XQKRRNV�WKH�OLQH�IURP�WKH�EXR\�DQG�PR-
WRUV�RYHU�WR�SLFN�XS�WKH�ELUG��7KHQ��KH�
UHWXUQV�WR�WKH�EXR\�DQG�UHVXPHV�KXQWLQJ�
LQ�WKH�VDPH�VSRW�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�

³:H¶UH�VLWWLQJ�LQ�DERXW����IHHW�RI�ZDWHU��
EXW�VRPHWLPHV�,¶OO�KXQW�LQ�ZDWHU�RXW�WR�
���RU����IHHW�GHHS�´�%RXUQH�VDLG�DIWHU�
FROOHFWLQJ�P\�IXWXUH�ZDOO�SUL]H��³6FRWHUV�
SUHIHU�VKDOORZHU�ZDWHU��7KH\�DOVR�OLNH�WR�
IHHG�ZKHUH�R\VWHUPHQ�RU�FODPPHUV�DUH�
ZRUNLQJ��:KHQ�WKH�ZDWHUPHQ�ZRUN�WKH�
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For an entirely different brand of waterfowling, 

head out to sea.
By John N. Felsher
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bottom, they expose food for the ducks. 
The birds absolutely see the boats, but 
that means food to them, so they are 
not shy about landing near boats in 
open water.”

TIPS AND TACTICS

When setting up, we followed the old 
maxim of “coming at them out of the 
sun.” Flying toward the rising sun, birds 
couldn’t see us in the silhouetted boat.

“Currents affect the boat,” Bourne 
said. “Probably 99 percent of the time, 
the boat will be parallel to the decoys 
with the wind coming from one side 
or the other. In this part of Chesapeake 
Bay, currents run north and south, and 
the predominant winds are always north 
or south and a little eastern.”

On previous open-water hunts, I’ve 
always put out massive decoy spreads. 
Bourne doesn’t do that for sea ducks. 

He usually uses two-dozen decoys that 
match the species common to the area. 
We set out all surf scoter decoys attached 
to a decoy net for quick deployment. He 
used mostly drakes but sprinkled in a 
few hens for realism.

“When I learned to hunt as a boy 
from my father, we used milk jugs or 
crab buoys that we painted black,” 
Bourne recalled. “Now, we use realistic 
decoys attached to a decoy net. With it, 
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Joshua Bourne’s 23-foot-long boat may look 
conspicuous in the middle of Chesapeake Bay, 
but scoters love to feed where oyster and clam 
boats work and aren’t deterred by his craft.

FROM BAY TO PLATE
Sea ducks can make for a surprisingly delicious meal.

Sea ducks don’t enjoy a favorable reputation as table fare, but the birds are quite tasty if prepared correctly. Some describe the 
mild, flavorful meat as tasting like venison tenderloin, and the birds can be prepared in many ways. You could breast them out 
and fry the boneless chunks, or wrap the breasts in bacon and grill them. Add a little barbecue sauce and season to taste. Others 
put the breasts or quarters in stews and gumbos. Or you can slow-cook them with assorted vegetables, mushrooms and other 
ingredients of choice.

I cooked ours by first seasoning the skinned duck breasts with Cajun seasoning, garlic powder, onion powder and a hint of 
ginger. Next, I heated a cast iron skillet to a low to medium-low heat and melted bacon grease in the skillet. Once the grease was 
melted, I added the seasoned duck breasts and slowly sautéed the meat and seasonings in the skillet, flipping the meat every 
five minutes. After four flips, the breasts were ready to eat. The meat was served over rice with gravy and some bread on the side 
to soak up the gravy. —Daniel J. Felsher
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Bourne quipped. “They can take a lot 
of punishment. 

Surf scoters and black, or common, 
scoters are the predominant sea duck 
species in Chesapeake Bay. A white-wing 
scoter is a trophy here. White-wings 
DUH�ODUJHU�ZLWK�D�YHU\�VLJQL¿FDQW�ZKLWH�
patch on the wing. Bourne also shoots 
long-tailed ducks, though they typically 
prefer deeper water than scoters.

Both Virginia and Maryland set dif-
ferent seasons for sea ducks and other 
waterfowl and designate special sea duck 
hunting zones, so be sure to check the 
regulations before hunting. 

came into our decoys in singles, pairs and 
VPDOO�ÀRFNV�DOO�PRUQLQJ�XQWLO�ZH�EDJJHG�
our limit of drakes. It’s hard to judge 
distances in open, featureless water, so 
it’s crucial to place the decoys within 
shooting range of the boat. Magnum 
No. 2 or BB loads with tight chokes are 
necessary to down these tough birds. 
Sometimes, we easily dropped a duck 
RQ� WKH�¿UVW�VKRW��RQO\� WR�KDYH� LW�GLYH�
and resurface at extreme range. Some 
swimming cripples required multiple 
shots to kill them.

“Surf scoters are a little bigger than 
mallards, but 5,000 times tougher,” 

we can put out a cluster of decoys in 
a tight area. The birds naturally swim 
into the current, so I clip a long line to 
the back of the net. That allows decoys 
on that line to look like they’re in a 
perfect line to approach the other birds 
in the cluster.”

Sometimes, sea duck hunters wave 
EODFN�ÀDJV�DW�ELUGV�À\LQJ�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH��
Similar to the concept of mechanical 
spinning-wing decoys, birds see the 
ÀDVK�IURP�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV��7KDW�EODFN�
ÀDVK�UHSOLFDWHV� WKH�ZLQJV�RI�VFRWHUV�
preparing to land. 
During our hunt, surf scoters steadily 

AREA ATTRACTIONS
Explore the storied national and hunting history of Chesapeake Bay

Perhaps no other waterbody more richly connects with both the history of the United 
States and waterfowl hunting than Chesapeake Bay. Europeans first visited the area in 
the early 16th century, but Native Americans hunted here for millennia before that. 
 Just up the James River from Newport News, Va., visitors can explore a replica 

of the Jamestown settlement established in 1607 or visit the colonial capital of 
historic Williamsburg (visitwilliamsburg.com). A short drive from either, history buffs 
can tour the Yorktown battlefield (nps.gov/york) where George Washington defeated 
the British Army in the last major battle of the Revolutionary War.
 On the Maryland side, waterfowlers might visit the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum (cbmm.org) in St. Michaels. The museum highlights the history, environment 
and culture of the Chesapeake Bay region and includes a section on the history of 
waterfowling in the area. If visiting the weekend of Nov. 12, check out the 50th annual 
Waterfowl Festival (waterfowlfestival.org) in Easton.
 Local communities provide accommodations and facilities on both sides of the 
bay. Sample the famed Chesapeake Bay crab cakes and other seafood at many 
waterfront restaurants.
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A ship passes by on the horizon as  
dawn breaks on Chesapeake Bay. In the  
foreground, drake surf scoter decoys await  
the next incoming flight of sea ducks.

Historic  
Jamestown



W
hen our buyer received the call, he nearly fell 
out of his chair. In his 19 years in the coin 
business, he had never seen a hoard like this. 

20,000 coins—all 1943 Lincoln Steel Cents!

He quickly secured as many as he could, and now you 
can secure full rolls of this historic World War II-era coin 
at an incredible price.

What is a Steel Cent?
When the United States entered World War II, copper 
quickly became a coveted material. Required for our 
communications as well as munitions, every major 
supply of copper needed to be turned over to the war 
effort. That included the large supply of copper used by 
the U.S. Mint to strike Lincoln Cents!

The Lincoln Cent is the U.S. Mint’s longest-running 
series, sitting in the pockets and piggy banks of 
Americans for more than 100 years. But for one year 
only—1943—the Lincoln Cent was struck in steel-coated 
zinc instead of copper. This unique, historic mintage is 
now one of the most coveted in U.S. history!

Authentic Pieces of WWII History
Each 1943 U.S. Steel Cent is an authentic piece of World 
War II History—an example of America’s dedication to 
aiding the Allies and winning the war.

Buy a Full Roll and SAVE!
Look elsewhere for these coveted World War II Steel 
Cents in this same condition, and you could wind up 
paying as much as $1.80 per coin, or a total of $90 for a 
full 50-coin roll’s worth! But while our supplies last, you 
can secure a roll of authentic World War II 1943 Steel 
Cents for just $29.95 — a savings of over $60! 

In addition, you’ll also receive 
a BONUS Replica WWII 
newspaper, reprinting front-
page news from 1943!

There’s no telling when or if 
another hoard of these historic 
WWII coins will be found. 
Don’t wait — secure your very 
own piece of the Allied victory now!

1943 U.S. Steel Cent 50-Coin Roll - $29.95 + s/h

FREE SHIPPING on 5 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes (if any). 

Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

C all today toll-free for fastest service

1-800-329-0225
Offer Code RLC363-01

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi  liated with the U.S. government. Th e collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. 
GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of 
publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-condi-
tions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175
Dept. RLC363-01 • Burnsville, MN 55337

AUTHENTIC 

WWII STEEL 

BONUS
REPLICA WWII 
NEWSPAPER
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V� 6WHYH� -RQHV¶� ����� 'RGJH�
3RZHU�5DP�EHJDQ�WR�EDFNVOLGH�
GRZQ�D�FDWWOH�WUDLO�IDLQWO\�HWFKHG�
LQWR�WKH�VLGH�RI�D�VWHHS�EOXII��,�

LPPHGLDWHO\� VWDUWHG� WKLQNLQJ� DERXW�
ZKLFK�ZD\�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EDLO��,�ZDV�
VLWWLQJ�DWRS�DQ�HOHYDWHG�EHQFK� LQ� WKH�
EHG�RI�WKH�WUXFN��IDU�EHWWHU�RII�WKDQ�P\�
FRKRUWV� WUDSSHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�FDE��ZKR�
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�IXPEOH�ZLWK����\HDU�ROG�
GRRU�KDQGOHV�DQG�FODPEHU�RYHU�RQH�

DQRWKHU� WR�DYRLG�SOXPPHWLQJ� WR� WKHLU�
GHDWKV��)RUWXQDWHO\��RXU�VNLG�HQGHG�D�
IHZ�IHHW�VKRUW�RI�WKH�VZLWFKEDFN��DQG�
6WHYH�JXQQHG�WKH�HQJLQH�WR�GHOLYHU�XV�
IURP�QHDU�FHUWDLQ�SHULO��+H�ZRXOG�ODWHU�
WHOO�PH� LW�ZDV�D�³FRQWUROOHG�VOLGH´� WR�
EHWWHU�SRVLWLRQ�WKH�WUXFN�IRU�WKH�UXQ�XS�
WKH�LQFOLQH��:KDWHYHU�LW�ZDV��,�ZDV�QRZ�
IXOO\�DZDNH��$V�ZH�FRQWLQXHG�XS� WKH�
EOXII�DQG�P\�ZKLWH�NQXFNOHG�JULS�RQ�
WKH�UDLO�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH�ORRVHQHG��,�ORRNHG�

RXW�RYHU�WKH�YDOOH\�EHORZ�DQG�UHPHP�
EHUHG�KRZ�JUDWHIXO�,�ZDV�WR�EH�LQ�WKLV�
SODFH�DJDLQ�
,W¶V�GLI¿FXOW� WR�RYHUVHOO� WKH�UXJJHG�

EHDXW\�RI�)DU�:HVW�7H[DV��3HDNV�DQG�
EOXIIV�ULVH�GUDPDWLFDOO\�IURP�DQ�HQGOHVV�
VHD�RI�PHVTXLWH��FHGDU�DQG�ORZ�VOXQJ�
EXVKHV�WKDW�FDQ�FDXVH�SXQFWXUH�ZRXQGV�
ZLWKRXW�PXFK�HIIRUW��7RUWXRXV�FDQ\RQV�
JRXJH�WKH�ODQGVFDSH��5HG�DQG�\HOORZ�
FOLIIV�SRS�DJDLQVW�DQ� LPSRVVLEO\�EOXH�
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sky. Everywhere you look feels like the 
set of an old western movie.

7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�YLVLWHG�WKLV�PDJLFDO�
FRUQHU�RI�WKH�/RQH�6WDU�6WDWH��LQ�������
ZDV�IRU�D�SURQJKRUQ�KXQW��0\�VHFRQG�
SLOJULPDJH��D�KDOI�GR]HQ�\HDUV�DJR��ZDV�
D�KXQW�IRU�IUHH�UDQJH�DRXGDG�WKDW�OLYH�
LQ�WKH�FUDJJ\�PRXQWDLQV�RI�WKLV�SLFWXU�
HVTXH�ODQG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKRVH�VSHFLHV��
WKH�UHJLRQ�LV�KRPH�WR�HON��EODFN�EHDUV��
PRXQWDLQ�OLRQV��IHUDO�KRJV��PXOH�GHHU�

DQG�ZKLWHWDLOV��)HZ�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�/RZHU�
���FDQ�ULYDO�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�DEXQGDQFH�RI�
ELJ�JDPH�DQG�VWDJJHULQJ�EHDXW\�

6R��ZKHQ�,�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�KXQW�ZKLWH�
WDLOV�RQ�WKH�.RNHUQRW�2��UDQFK��DQ�H[�
SDQVH�RI�ODQG�WRWDOLQJ�QHDUO\���������
DFUHV�EHWZHHQ�)RUW�'DYLV�DQG�$OSLQH��
,�HDJHUO\�DFFHSWHG� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�VFHQH�RI�WZR�RI�P\�PRVW�
PHPRUDEOH�KXQWV�DQG�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
WKDW�FRQWLQXHV� WR�FDSWLYDWH�PH��:KDW�

further piqued my interest was this 
ZDV�EHLQJ�ELOOHG�DV�D�VSRW�DQG�VWDON�
DIIDLU�WKDW�ZRXOG��LGHDOO\��DOORZ�XV�WR�
SXW�0RVVEHUJ¶V�QHZ�3DWULRW�/5�+XQWHU�
ULÀH��FKDPEHUHG�LQ�����&UHHGPRRU��WR�
WKH�ORQJ�UDQJH�WHVW��(VVHQWLDOO\��LW�ZDV�
WR�EH�WKH�DQWLWKHVLV�RI�WKH�W\SLFDO�7H[DV�
ZKLWHWDLO�KXQW��PRVW�RIWHQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
E\�LQWHUPLQDEOH�VLWV�LQ�D�VWXII\�ER[�EOLQG�
SRVLWLRQHG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����\DUGV�
from a feeder.
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Whitetails move furtively through the vast 
ranchland surrounding Mitre Peak and  
the mountains near Fort Davis, Texas.



GLASSING GAME

Dawn of opening day of deer season 
found me bouncing around a section of 
the O6 known as the King Pasture with 
Mike Holm of Federal Ammunition and 
Shane Zimmerman. A guide with Jones’ 
Backcountry Hunts (backcountryhunts.
com), Zimmerman is a real-estate agent 
by trade, but he spends the fall months 
guiding with Steve in their home state of 
New Mexico and on several ranches in 
:HVW�7H[DV��7KH�SODQ�WKDW�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�
of the hunt was to pick our way around 
the pasture, in the shadow of 6,000-foot 
Mitre Peak, in hopes of intercepting a 
buck that had yet to bed down for the day.

As we rolled along, we cut multiple 
tracks but spotted no bucks, so we de-
cided to park the truck and climb a knob 
to do some glassing. Already, I was 
bolstered by the active pursuit of our 
quarry. I’m OK with sitting in a treestand 
LQ�DQ�2KLR�ZRRGORW�RU�RQ�D�¿HOG�HGJH�
in Iowa, but country like this demands 
to be explored. Picking bedded deer 
out of the scrubland below us proved 
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AT HOME ON THE RANGE
An affordable rifle built for wide-open spaces

Since its introduction in 2015, Mossberg’s Patriot line of bolt-
action rifles has grown to include predator, youth and tactical 
models. For 2021, the company introduced a long-range 
hunting iteration called, fittingly, the LR Hunter. The Mossberg 

Patriot LR Hunter carries forth several standard features found 
on the original Patriot—a polymer drop-box magazine, a spiral-
fluted bolt, an oversized bolt handle, a user-adjustable (2 to 7 
pounds) Lightning Bolt Action trigger—and it also has a number 
of attributes that tailor it to long-range shooting and hunting.

Perhaps most noticeable is the polymer-coated Monte Carlo 
stock with its raised comb and flat-bottom, benchrest-style 
fore-end. These design characteristics are meant to maximize 
comfort and stability when bearing down on a distant target. 

The fore-end, too, has dual swivel studs for a sling and a bipod. 
Lest you think this is an overtly heavy rifle meant for stationary 
shooting, the un-scoped weight is a mere 6 1/2 pounds.

The free-floating, fluted, 22-inch barrel is threaded for a 
muzzle brake or suppressor. A one-piece, 6-inch Picatinny rail 
offers ample mounting space for optics. The push-feed action 
features dual locking lugs, a sliding-plate extractor and a 
plunger-type ejector. A two-stage, rocker-style safety is easily 
manipulated aft of the bolt handle. Aluminum bedding pillars 
lend rigidity to the barreled action’s interface with the stock.

You might expect such a nicely appointed long-range rifle to 
retail well north of $1,000, but the MSRP is a very palatable 
$766. You’ll find it for less at many dealers (mossberg.com).
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The author (left) and guide Shane 
Zimmerman glass for whitetails 

from the elevated bench in  
the bed of a ranch truck.



A one-on-one encounter with the regal woodland king known as the American 
Whitetail is an experience that avid sportsmen never forget. Now, you can wrap 
yourself in that wilderness adventure wherever you go with our “10-Point 
Buck” Men’s Camo Hoodie, featuring the work of acclaimed wildlife artist 
Al Agnew. Crafted in a black cotton-blend knit, our hoodie features a custom 
camo-print created from the work of Al Agnew on both the sleeves and the 
hood lining. A dramatic close-up portrait of a 10-point buck with the same 
camouflage artwork is captured on the back in appliqué, and the front of the 
hoodie showcases an embroidered 10-point buck. This versatile hoodie has two 

front pockets, rib knit cuffs and hem, and metal toggles on the cords... perfect 
for year-round comfort.  Imported.  

an exceptional value... satisfaction guaranteed

This jacket is a superb value at $99.95*, payable in 3 convenient installments of 
$33.32 each, and backed by our 30-day guarantee. Size XXL, add $10. To reserve 
yours, send no money now; just return the Priority Reservation. You won’t find 
this custom design in stores. So don’t miss out—order yours today! 

©Agnew 2021. Al Agnew® is a registered trademark of The Al Agnew collection Trust. 

©2021 The Bradford Exchange  01-20391-001-BIRR4

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/camodeer

*Plus a total of $13.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks  

after initial payment for shipment. All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

T M (38-40) 01-20391-011    T�XL (46-48) 01-20391-013

T L  (42-44) 01-20391-012    T XXL (50-52) 01-20391-014

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                                          State            Zip             

Email

(�����

YES. Please reserve the “10-Point Buck” Men’s Camo 

Hoodie for me in the size indicated below.

A Custom Apparel Design 
from The Bradford Exchange

Get Ready for Your Next Wilderness Adventure

10-point buck 

emblazoned on back 

features Al Agnew’s 

art in a custom 

camouflage design  

PRIORITY RESERVATION

SEND NO MONEY NOW

Where Passion Becomes Art

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Ave, Niles, IL 60714-1393

Connect with us!



JO
H

N
 T

A
R

A
N

TO
 (

4)

To my LR Hunter I mounted the new 6-18x50 mm Bushnell 

Banner 2 riflescope. The entire Banner 2 line offers a ton of 
value, with most models retailing for around $100. The glass is 
above average for the price and the second-focal-plane BDC 
reticle is clean and easy to use. Best of all, it pairs with the 
free Bushnell Ballistic app, which provides yardages for each of 
the hashmarks on the vertical axis once you enter your scope 
configuration and load data (bushnell.com).

I fed my rifle Federal Premium ammunition loaded with 
130-grain Swift Scirocco II bullets. The Scirocco II is a bonded 
bullet featuring a pure-copper jacket and lead core. Its distinct 
black polymer tip aids in expansion at both far and close range, 
but it really shines at longer distances thanks to a sleek design 
that leads to a high ballistic coefficient of .571. The Federal 
Premium round produces a reported muzzle velocity of 2,800 
fps, and the bullet retains 2,054 fps at 500 yards. It dumps 
2,012 foot-pounds of energy at 100 yards and 1,218 at 500. A 
box of 20 costs about $66 (federalpremium.com).

THE GLASS AND THE BRASS
A look at the scope and ammo used on the hunt
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The Glass Mountains provided a beautiful 
backdrop to the view from the rickety blind 

from which the author shot his buck.



to be a challenge, but the glint off an 
antler would occasionally betray a mule 
deer buck here and there; unfortunately, 
muleys were not on the menu for this 
hunt. We spotted herds of aoudad and a 
couple cow elk, too, but no whitetails.

After returning to Shane’s truck, we 
spent the rest of the morning driving the 
serpentine roads of the pasture, glassing 
feeders and water tanks from afar. These 
checkpoints produced only does, javeli-
nas and a group of hogs that disappeared 
at full speed into a creek bottom before 
Mike or I could put one in our crosshairs.

For the afternoon hunt, we crossed 
Highway 118 to the east side of the ranch, 
opposite the King Pasture, where the vast 
majority of the O6 lies. Somehow, this 
part of the ranch is even more breathtaking 
than the west side, and we spent the last 
few hours of daylight alternately shaking 
our heads at the incredible landscapes 
and the fact that the only deer we could 
VHHP�WR�¿QG�ZHUH�RI�WKH�PXOH�SHUVXDVLRQ�
Drive. Stop. Glass. Drive. Park. Hike. 

Glass. Hike. Drive. It’s not a terrible 
way to spend an afternoon in Far West 

Texas, but the only critter we found 
willing to cooperate was a too-trusting 
coyote that stood broadside 109 yards 
from Shane’s truck for too long. The 
passenger-side rearview mirror proved 
WR�EH�WKH�SHUIHFW�ULÀH�UHVW��DQG�,�GURSSHG�
the ’yote where it stood. 

HOLED UP

Two other hunters in camp fared better 
than me on Day 1, both taking good 
bucks with single shots 
from their Patriots, and 
they decided to join us for 
Day 2. I was glad to have 
the extra sets of eyes along 
as we explored another 
part of the eastern side of 
the ranch, though my part-
ners were probably wish-
ing they’d slept in during 
Steve’s “controlled slide.” 
Having escaped that epi-
sode unscathed, we spent 
most of the morning glass-
LQJ�FDQ\RQV�DQG�ÀDWV�IURP�
high vantage points.

At one stop, Steve produced an odd-
looking whistle from his coat pocket and 
proceeded to blow an ear-splitting series 
of high-pitched notes that reverberated 
off the canyon walls. Upon closer in-
spection, the “whistle” was in fact two 
.30-30 casings with primers removed, 
welded together at the bases, and with a 
reed stuck in one end. Steve told me his 
homemade predator call often prompt-
ed bedded deer to stand up and reveal  

Steve Jones often uses 
a homemade predator 

call to locate deer.

*
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themselves in the thick cover at the bot-
toms of canyons, but none responded to 
the call that day. Nonetheless, it was an 
exhilarating morning of spotting game 
and seeing parts of the ranch that Steve 
himself had previously never explored. 
One such spot, a pond at the top of a 

butte that was loaded with ducks, had 
countless deer hoofprints in the mud 
surrounding it, but nary a live whitetail 
to be found.

Over lunch, we met up with Dave 
Callaway, another of Steve’s guides, who 
had seen a couple good whitetails earlier 
in the morning. One of his hunters shot 
RQH�RI�WKHP��DQG�'DYH�ZDV�FRQ¿GHQW�KH�
had the other, a solid 5-by-5, pegged, 
but he felt the best way to kill him was 
to sit in a box blind approximately 100 
yards from a feeder—the very scenario 
I had hoped to avoid. However, a day 
and a half of driving, hiking and glassing 
had produced few whitetail sightings, 
so I agreed to hole up in the blind that 
evening and see what transpired.

Later, as we prepared to leave camp 
for the afternoon hunt, I noticed Dave 
loading an extension ladder into the 
bed of his truck.

“What’s that for?” I asked as I set 
P\�ULÀH�DQG�SDFN�LQ�WKH�FDE�

“This is how you’re going to get into 
the blind,” he replied matter-of-factly.

Turns out, this box blind was some-
thing of a relic. Once I’d ascended the 
ladder, I found it to be well ventilated, 
with several large holes in the walls 
DQG�ÀRRU��$�VWXII\�ER[�EOLQG�LW�ZDV�QRW��
I managed to position my seat so that I 
FRXOG�SURSHUO\�VKRXOGHU�WKH�ULÀH�LI�QHHG�
be, and settled in for my sit.

The feeder, complete with bales of 
alfalfa, was to the south of me, and that’s 
the direction from which a strong, steady 
wind blew for most of the afternoon. On 
one hand, there was no chance of my 
scent wafting into the cover from which 
the buck was supposed to arrive. On the 
other, a few of the gusts had me won-
dering if this decrepit structure would 
topple over with me inside. 

While the author’s hunt didn’t play 
out the way he envisioned it, he had 

no complaints with its outcome or 
the time spent in Steve Jones’ camp.
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HYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀHV�DUH�VWHHSHG�
in tradition and soaked with 
nostalgia, but that doesn’t mean 
a lever gun isn’t just as useful 

now as it was at the turn of the 19th 
century. Henry Repeating Arms is one 
manufacturer that recognizes there is a 
lot of life left in lever guns. They are 
by far the company’s primary focus, 
and with manufacturing facilities in Rice 
Lake, Wis., and Bayonne, N.J., Henry 
LV�DPRQJ�WKH�WRS�¿YH�ORQJ�JXQ�PDNHUV�
in the U.S.

Although part of the company’s mis-
sion is to embody the history and heritage 
of lever guns—it takes its name from 
Benjamin Tyler Henry, the inventor 
RI�WKH�¿UVW�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�UHSHDWLQJ�ULÀH� 

patented in 1860—it also strives to up-
GDWH�LWV�¿UHDUPV¶�IHDWXUHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
current needs of hunters and shooters. 
The Lever Action X Model line is one 
example of how Henry marries classic 
form with modern function. I tested the 
sleek-black Model H009X .30-30 Win. 
version and, while I’ve long been a fan 
of traditionally styled lever guns, I can 
appreciate several contemporary char-
acteristics of the X Model that give it 
some advantages over its predecessors.

Let’s start with the stock. Rather than 
hardwood, which the company uses on 
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI� LWV� OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀHV��
the X Model sports a polymer buttstock 
DQG�IRUH�HQG��$�EHQH¿W�RI�SRO\PHU�LV�
that it permits desired features to be 

molded into the stock, such as integral 
sling-attachment points. There are no 
screw-in studs to come loose, rust or 
squeak. Angled relief cuts at the attach-
ment points provide clearance for sling 
hardware. In addition, panels of stippling 
are molded into the sides of the fore-end 
and the buttstock wrist to improve grip.
Unique to the X Model, the fore-end is 

RQH�RI�WKH�ULÀH¶V�GH¿QLQJ�IHDWXUHV��0ROGHG�
into its bottom in front of the sling-attach-
ment point is a four-slot Picatinny rail, 
and two Magpul M-Lok slots are located 
at the 3 o’clock and 9 o’clock positions. 
These provide options for attaching ac-
cessories, such as lights and lasers.

Some traditionalists may question the 
practicality of this update, but keep in 
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GEAR: RANGE REPORT

The Henry X Model is a lever-action rifle built for today’s hunters.
By Adam Heggenstaller



mind that hog and predator hunting is 
often done at night, when a light or laser 
on the gun can be the difference between 
hitting a target and simply making noise. 
A lever-action .30-30 Win. is about per-
fect for hogs in many situations, and it 
will certainly work on coyotes while 
serving as a multi-purpose truck gun.
In addition, the bottom rail provides a 

convenient way to attach a bipod. Many 
shooting rests are not ideal for lever-
DFWLRQ�ULÀHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�DOORZ�
the action to be fully cycled without 
raising or tilting the gun. A bipod on 
the fore-end, combined with a sandbag 
of adequate height under the buttstock, 
solves this problem by allowing room for 
the lever to move during cycling while 
WKH�ULÀH�UHPDLQV�LQ�D�FRQVLVWHQW�SRVLWLRQ�

$OVR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀHV�
have a history of being used for home 
defense and personal protection. Henry 
optimizes the X Model for these tasks 

with a means to mount two types of 
accessories that can provide huge ad-
vantages in low-light situations.
Perhaps the best characteristics of the 

rail and slots are what they do not add to 
WKH�ULÀH��7KH\�DUH�QRW�EXON\�RU�REWUXVLYH��
and they do not interfere with handling. 
Most of the fore-end has traditional lines 
that give it a familiar feel. 

Along with the fore-end and butt-
stock features, the X Model’s threaded 
PX]]OH�VHWV�LW�DSDUW�DV�D�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀH�
built for today’s hunters and shooters. 
Suppressors have become more popular 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�RQ�WKH�UDQJH��DQG�WKH�
muzzle’s 5/8x24 thread pattern permits 
easy attachment of many models. Adding 
D�PX]]OH�EUDNH�LV�DQRWKHU�RSWLRQ��7KH�;�
Model comes with a checkered cap that 
protects the threads when a suppressor 
or brake is not in use. 

A tubular magazine with a brass liner 
and a loading port beneath the barrel is a 

KDOOPDUN�RI�+HQU\�ULÀHV��/RDGLQJ�UHTXLUHV�
twisting the checkered-steel liner cap 
to unlock the liner from the magazine’s 
exterior tube and then sliding the liner 
forward to open the port. Insert cartridges 
through the port, push the liner—which 
includes a follower and spring—back into 
the tube, and turn the cap to lock the liner 
in place. Cartridges in the magazine do 
not have to be cycled through the action 
WR�XQORDG�WKH�ULÀH��5HPRYH�WKH�OLQHU�DQG�
dump out the rounds either through the 
SRUW�RU�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�WXEH��7KH�;�0RGHO�
keeps this design, although the liner can-
not be removed with a suppressor in place. 
Current .30-caliber cans have diameters 
that are too great to permit clearance.
,Q������+HQU\� LQWURGXFHG� LWV�¿UVW�

ULÀHV�ZLWK�D� ORDGLQJ�JDWH� LQ� WKH�VLGH�
of the receiver, and the X Model also 
LQFOXGHV�WKLV�IHDWXUH��7KH�PDJD]LQH�FDQ�
be loaded through the gate with a sup-
pressor in place. Moreover, whether the 

HENRY  

X MODEL
henryusa.com

TYPE: lever-action centerfire rifle

CALIBER: .30-30 Win.

BARREL: 21.38”; blued steel; 
5/8x24 threaded muzzle 
with cap; 1:12” twist rate

TRIGGER PULL WEIGHT: 4.38 lbs.

SAFETY: transfer bar

MAGAZINE: tubular; 
5-round capacity

STOCK: black synthetic; 
solid-rubber recoil pad; 
Picatinny rail and Magpul 
M-Lok slots on fore-end

SIGHTS: fully adjustable 
fiber-optic rear, fiber-optic front; 
receiver drilled and tapped 
for scope bases

OVERALL LENGTH: 40.38”

WEIGHT: 8.07 lbs.

MSRP: $1,019

SPECIFICATIONS

The Henry X Model in .30-30 Win. is equipped 
to fill the roles of deer rifle, truck gun  
and camp-defense firearm. 
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ULÀH�LV�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�D�FDQ�RU�QRW��WKLV�
ORDGLQJ�PHWKRG�LV�IDVWHU�WKDQ�UHPRYLQJ�
WKH�PDJD]LQH¶V�EUDVV�OLQHU�DQG�ORDGLQJ�
WKURXJK�WKH�SRUW�LQ�WKH�WXEH��

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�RWKHU�DUHDV�RI�WKH�;�
0RGHO�ZKHUH�+HQU\�HQKDQFHV�WKH�IXQF-
WLRQDOLW\�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�
ULÀH��)LUVW��WKH�OHYHU�ORRS�LV�ZLGHQHG�DQG�
H[WHQGHG�WR�PDWFK�WKH�FXUYH�RI�WKH�EXWW-
VWRFN¶V�JULS�SHUIHFWO\��,W¶V�QRW�DQ�RYHUO\�
KXJH�VKDSH��ZKLFK�FDQ�OHDG�WR�H[FHVVLYH�
KDQG�PRYHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ORRS��EXW�LW¶V�
ODUJH�HQRXJK�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�QHDUO\�DQ\�
VL]H�RI�JORYHG�KDQG��

6LJKWV�KDYH�GLVDSSHDUHG�RQ�PDQ\�KXQW-
LQJ�ULÀHV��EXW�+HQU\�JLYHV�WKHP�HPSKDVLV�
RQ�WKH�;�0RGHO��7KH�IURQW�DQG�UHDU�VLJKW�
ERWK�FRQWDLQ�¿EHU�RSWLF�LQVHUWV�IRU�EHWWHU�
YLVLELOLW\��7KH�UHDU�VLJKW�LV�DGMXVWDEOH�IRU�
ZLQGDJH�DQG�HOHYDWLRQ��7KH�UHFHLYHU�RI�
WKH�;�0RGHO�LV�DOVR�GULOOHG�DQG�WDSSHG�
IRU�PRXQWLQJ�DQ�RSWLF��+HQU\�RIIHUV�ORZ�
DQG�PHGLXP��RQH�SLHFH�7DOOH\�PRXQWV�
DQG�DQ�(YROXWLRQ�*XQ�:RUNV�3LFDWLQQ\�
UDLO�IRU� WKH�+���;�PRGHO�YLD� LWV�GL-
UHFW�WR�FRQVXPHU�+HQU\�3ULGH�ZHEVLWH�
�KHQU\SULGH�FRP���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�KROH�
SDWWHUQ�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�D�:HDYHU���%�
RQH�SLHFH�7RS�0RXQW�EDVH�
,�ZHQW�ZLWK� WKH� ODWWHU�RSWLRQ�ZKHQ�

VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�ULÀH�IRU�WHVWLQJ��WRSSLQJ�
WKH�:HDYHU�EDVH�ZLWK�D�/HXSROG�9;�
�+'������[���PP�VFRSH�LQ�TXLFN�GHWDFK�
ULQJV��,�IRXQG�WKDW�LI�,�UHPRYHG�WKH�VFRSH��
,�FRXOG�ORRN�WKURXJK�WKH�WURXJK�WKDW�UXQV�
WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�EDVH�DQG�XVH�WKH�LURQ�
VLJKWV��,W¶V�DOZD\V�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�KDYH�D�
EDFNXS�SODQ��DQG�LQ�UHDOO\�WKLFN�EUXVK��
LURQ�VLJKWV�PLJKW�EH�WKH�EHWWHU�RSWLRQ���

'XULQJ�WHVWLQJ�,�SXW�PRUH�WKDQ�����
URXQGV� WKURXJK� WKH�ULÀH��DQG� LW�IXQF-
WLRQHG�ZLWKRXW�IDLO��(YHU\�FDUWULGJH�IHG�
VPRRWKO\�IURP�WKH�PDJD]LQH��DQG�WKH�
ULÀH�WKUHZ�HPSW\�FDVHV�FOHDU�RI�WKH�DF-
WLRQ�ZLWK�QR�KDQJ�XSV��,�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�
HDV\�ORDGLQJ�RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�VLGH�JDWH��DQG�
WKH�WUDQVIHU�EDU�VDIHW\�SURYLGHG�SHDFH�
RI�PLQG�ZKHQ�ORZHULQJ�WKH�KDPPHU�

7KH�WUDQVIHU�EDU�PHFKDQLVP�SUHYHQWV�
WKH�JXQ�IURP�¿ULQJ�XQOHVV�WKH�KDPPHU�
LV�IXOO\�FRFNHG�DQG�WKH�WULJJHU�LV�SXOOHG��
5HPRYLQJ�SUHVVXUH�IURP� WKH� WULJJHU�
ZKLOH�ORZHULQJ�WKH�KDPPHU�NHHSV�WKH�
WUDQVIHU�EDU��ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ�D�VORW�FXW�LQWR�
WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�KDPPHU��IURP�FRQWDFWLQJ�
WKH�UHFHLYHU�PRXQWHG�¿ULQJ�SLQ��,I�WKH�
KDPPHU�DFFLGHQWDOO\�IDOOV�ZKLOH�LW�LV�EH-
LQJ�ORZHUHG�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�SUHVVXUH�RQ�

WKH�WULJJHU��WKH�ULÀH�ZLOO�QRW�¿UH��7KHUH�
LV�QR�KDOI�FRFN�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�WKH�ULÀH�
FDQ�EH�VDIHO\�FDUULHG�ZLWK�WKH�KDPPHU�
GRZQ�ZKLOH�D�FDUWULGJH�LV�LQ�WKH�FKDPEHU�

7KH�;�0RGHO�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�
DFFXUDWH��������OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀHV�,¶YH�
HYHU�VKRW��7KH�DYHUDJH�RI�����WKUHH�VKRW�
JURXSV�ZLWK�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�ORDGV�¿UHG�
IURP�����\DUGV�ZDV������LQFKHV��7KH�
+RUQDG\�0RQR)OH[� DQG�:LQFKHVWHU�
3RZHU�3RLQW�ORDGV�ERWK�SURGXFHG�D�FRXSOH�
VXE�02$�JURXSV�
,Q�WHUPV�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�DSSHDU-

DQFH��WKH�;�0RGHO� �������PRUH�WKDQ�
PHHWV�PRGHUQ�H[SHFWDWLRQV��$W�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH��WKRXJK��WKH�ULÀH�UHWDLQV�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
IHDWXUHV�KXQWHUV�ORYH�DERXW�OHYHU�JXQV��
7KH�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ULÀH�LV�DOLYH�DQG�ZHOO��
DQG�+HQU\�SURYHV�LW�ZLWK�WKH�;�0RGHO��

SHOOTING RESULTS

LOAD .... Hornady LeverEvolution MonoFlex
BULLET WEIGHT ..............................140 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY  ....................... 2,336 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................ 1.24"

LOAD ........... Hornady Custom InterLock FP
BULLET WEIGHT ..............................170 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY  ..................... 2,128 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................ 1.47"

LOAD ....... Winchester Super-X Power-Point
BULLET WEIGHT ..............................170 grs.
MUZZLE VELOCITY  ....................... 2,143 fps
AVERAGE GROUP ................................ 1.07"

Muzzle velocity is the average of 10 consecutive 
shots fired through an RCBS AmmoMaster 
chronograph at 10 feet. Accuracy is the result of 
five consecutive, three-shot groups fired from a 
sandbag rest at 100 yards.

Two orange rods  
border the notch of  
the fully adjustable,  
semi-buckhorn rear  

sight, while the ramped 
front sight consists  

of a green rod within  
a metal housing.

A 2-inch length of Picatinny rail molded into the 
fore-end allows easy attachment of accessories 
to cover a variety of situations.
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T
here are two main things hunt-
ers pay for when they buy a 
pack: capacity and technology. 
&DSDFLW\¶V�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�SULFH�

is pretty straightforward; the larger the 
pack, the more material required to make 
it and therefore the higher the price. 
Technology is a more complicated sub-
ject and covers pack features from the 
design of the frame to the materials used 
in construction and the type of water-
SURR¿QJ�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�IDEULF�

To get the best pack for your needs 
without overpaying, analyze how you’re 
JRLQJ�WR�XVH�LW��)RU�H[DPSOH��LW�PDNHV�
no sense to pay for a lightweight pack 
that can hold a few days’ worth of gear 
if most of your hunts are three-hour sits 
that require a 15-minute walk to the 
stand. In that case, the number of pockets 
and their arrangement may be the most 
important features to consider. On the 
other hand, don’t sell yourself short on 
capacity. Make sure a pack will hold all 

the gear you’re planning to take into the 
woods without being so jammed you 
have to yank on the zippers to close it. 
And remember, as the season progresses 
and temperatures drop, you’ll need more 
space for hauling heavier clothing.

Here are four packs at four price 
points with features that cover the gamut 
of big-game hunting. Finding the right 
pack has never been easier, as options 
OLNH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PHHW�VSHFL¿F�VHWV�RI�
hunter needs perfectly. 
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GEAR: PRICE POINTS

Pick a

Pack
Whether it’s an all-day vigil in a treestand or an 8-mile hike in the backcountry, 

these packs will keep your gear organized during the hunt.

By Game & Fish Staff



ALPS OUTDOORZ IMPULSE

CAPACITY: 1,850 cubic inches
TOP FEATURE: Quiet access
MSRP: $150
alpsoutdoorz.com

CAPACITY: 1,600 cubic inches
TOP FEATURE: Tons of pockets
MSRP: $220
tenzingoutdoors.com

Some do-it-all daypacks are too big. 
Some are too small. But the ALPS 
OutdoorZ Impulse is just right. The 
wide, fold-down top secures in place 
via silent magnets and offers unhindered 
access to the main compartment. The 
pack features a square base so it sits 
upright, or it can be hung from a tree 
YLD�WKH�FDUU\�KDQGOH��,WV�ÀHHFH�H[WHULRU�
is quiet and backed by a soft fabric that 
also minimizes noise when contents are 
moved around as you dig for that last 
Snickers bar.

No matter if you’re heading to the tree-
stand or the ground blind, this pack will 
carry all the essentials for a successful 
day in the woods. The Hangtime Day 
Pack was designed with the archery 
hunter in mind. Easily strap your bow to 
WKH�EDFN�RQ�WKH�DPELGH[WURXV�ERZ�FDUULHU�
while all your other gear remains at hand 
in the pack’s 15 pockets. The Hangtime’s 
rigid EVA-molded shell holds its shape 
for hassle-free accessibility to all your 
gear. If you’re hunting on the ground, 
attach your quiver to the side of the pack 

STONE GLACIER EVO 6900

CAPACITY: 6,900 cubic inches
TOP FEATURE:  Lightweight 

storage space
MSRP: $684
stoneglacier.com

Born out of necessity for backcoun-
WU\�H[FXUVLRQV��WKLV�SDFN�KDV�D������� 
cubic-inch main bag and an additional 
����FXELF�LQFK�KRRG��:LWK�WKDW�DPRXQW�
of space, you shouldn’t have any issues 
loading all your gear for a multi-day 
KXQW��,Q�FDVH�\RX�QHHG�H[WUD�URRP�IRU�
cold-weather clothing or other bulky 
items, you can put more stuff on the 
������FXELF�LQFK�ORDG�VKHOI��ZKLFK�GRX-
bles as a meat hauler for the pack out. 
This pack weighs just a little more than 
5 pounds empty when attached to Stone 
Glacier’s Medium Evo Frame, and it 
FDQ�FDUU\�����SOXV�SRXQGV�FRPIRUWDEO\�

KUIU PRO 2300 KIT

TENZING HANGTIME

CAPACITY: 2,300 cubic inches
TOP FEATURE:  Interchangeable 

bag sizes
MSRP: $489
kuiu.com

The Pro pack kit includes a bag made 
IURP�����GHQLHU�&RUGXUD�5LSVWRS�PDWH-
ULDO�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�.�':5�IRU�ZDWHU�UH-
VLVWDQFH��FDUERQ�¿EHU�IUDPH�ZLWK�6SUHDG�
Tow technology for increased rigidity 
and strength, padded suspension with 
��LQFKHV�RI�WRUVR�DGMXVWPHQW��DQG�WZR�
hip belt pouches. Four other Pro bags 
FRPH� LQ�FDSDFLWLHV�RI������� WR�������
cubic inches, and all are interchange-
able with the Pro frame and suspension. 
(DFK�EDJ�LQFOXGHV�D�������FXELF�LQFK�
load sling that enables carrying meat or 
additional gear outside the pack. The 
3UR������SDFN�VHWXS�ZHLJKV�OHVV�WKDQ�
������SRXQGV�
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hen Shane was 
younger, the 
boy’s father 
hunted ducks 

with a fellow named 
Robert. Bob, as Shane’s 
father called him, was in 
his early 30s, ambitious and 
outspoken. Many consid-
ered him an up-and-comer 
at the company where 
Shane’s father worked.

Robert was always out-
¿WWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODWHVW�JHDU��
and it didn’t take long for 
Shane to recognize that the 
former high-school quar-
terback star was a darn 
good shot. Robert shot 
DW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ÀHZ�RU�
paddled by, and he was sel-
dom short on shells. He 
was quick to call out his tri-
umphs and even quicker to 
tease anyone who missed a 
duck, young Shane includ-
ed. Despite all this, Robert 
was a decent enough guy 
and so he was often invited when Shane 
DQG�KLV�IDWKHU�YHQWXUHG�D¿HOG�

One overcast morning the three were 
hunkered in a blind on Charlie’s Pond. 
They were bagging a few birds, but the 
ÀLJKWV�RI�GXFNV�ZHUHQ¶W�H[DFWO\�FRPLQJ�
fast. A duck or two would pass cloud-
high every 20 minutes or so, and it was 
just enough to keep them in the blind.

Since Shane’s father was the most 
H[SHULHQFHG�GXFN�KXQWHU�LQ�WKH�JURXS��
he was also the shot caller. It was back 
LQ�WKH�GD\V�RI�WKH�����SRLQW�PD[LPXP�
bag-limit system, where each species 
and gender of duck was assigned a 
conservation value by the game depart-
ment based on the population’s overall 
health. The shot caller’s job was not 
only to tell the rest of the crew when 
to start shooting, but also to identify 
ducks on the wing and call them out to 

minimize the risk of any hunter breach-
ing his daily point allotment. 

Robert had shot at the majority of 
the ducks that morning as usual, and as 
usual he had claimed them as fast as they 
fell. Everyone in the blind realized who 
was killing the most ducks, but as even 
young Shane knew, sometimes when 
companions shot at the same bird at the 
same time, it didn’t matter whose pellet 
administered the fatal blow.

A courteous duck hunter would sim-
ply declare, “We got ’em!” or “Good 
shooting!” and go on. Yet Robert seemed 
to shoot by the mantra of “If it falls, 
it’s mine!” Shane could tell his father 
was growing increasingly annoyed at 
this behavior.

Around 9 o’clock Shane heard the tell-
tale whistle of wingbeats overhead and 
glanced up to see a familiar silhouette. 

He was surprised when his 
father yelled, “Take it!”

A volley of shots plant-
ed the bird on the far bank 
with a spectacular thud.

³,�QDLOHG�LW�´�H[FODLPHG�
Robert with glee.

“You did, did you?” 
asked Shane’s father.

“Yes sir!” replied the 
brash Robert.

“Dang it, Bob,” in-
terjected Shane’s father, 
clearly irritated. “How do 
you know you killed that 
bird when all three of us 
were shooting at it?”

“Because when I pulled 
the trigger I saw him fall 
right away,” said Robert 
matter-of-factly.

Shane’s father looked at 
WKH�\RXQJ�H[HFXWLYH�DQG�
nodded his head as he un-
tied the boat’s anchor line. 
The hunters paddled to the 
opposite side of the pond 
where the duck fell. Before 

reaching the dead duck, Shane’s father 
turned to Robert.

“And you’re sure you got it?” he 
asked again.

“No doubt about it,” Robert said, 
smiling at his success.

“OK, Bob,” said Shane’s father as he 
pulled the mottled brown body of the 
mallard hen from the reeds. It was the 
crown jewel of ducks, worth 100 points 
by itself. Every duck hunter knew you 
could only shoot one mallard hen per day. 
That’s why most hunters avoided shoot-
ing them, and it was a big reason why 
mallards were making such a comeback.

“Congratulations, laddie! You’re done 
for the day,” said Shane’s father.

Robert’s smile vanished as he ac-
cepted his mallard hen. He kept his 
muzzle, and his mouth, quiet for the 
rest of the morning. 
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Bragging Rights
Some guys don’t know how to share success.

RITES

BY JEFF JOHNSTON



#85141

930 Pro-Series
Waterfowl

12GA, 5-Shot

Fiber Optic Sight

©2020 O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc.

TAKE THEM DOWN. CARRY THEM OUT.
Pro-Series autoloaders were built for serious hardcore waterfowling — with

internal parts, finishes and coatings that perform smoothly and reliably under the

muddiest, muckiest, and wettest conditions.  Allowing you to protect your decoys,

and take home fresh carryout — hunt-after-hunt and season-after-season.

Available in 930® (3" chamber) & 935 Magnum™ (3.5" chamber).

Mossberg — Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more 

than a century.

LEARN MORE AT

MOSSBERG.COM

BUILT FOR 
THOSE WHO

PREFER 
CARRYOUT.

MOSSBERG | PRO-SERIES WATERFOWL



www.wildlife.com

THE GOLD STANDARD®
100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEED!

FIRE UP YOUR HUNT™
* The color gold for a cap is a registered trademark of Wildlife Research Center, inc. 

* The color gold for a bottle is a registered trademark of Wildlife Research Center, inc.

• Originally only available to industry insiders, now  

available to you!

• It’s the smell your trophy buck has been waiting for!

• Dated for use during this year’s hunting season

• Limited Quantities

www.wildlife.com


