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NEWSSTAND — NEWS FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY

ARMED HAWAIIAN GITIZEN

SHOOTS AND KILLS MASS MURDERING NEIGHBOR

Discovery documentary series,
Fear Thy Neighbor, then hold on
to your seats because I'm about to tell

you the tale of the Keamo and Silva
family feud that will undoubtedly find
its way into a disturbingly memorable
episode in the near future.

Waianae, a small community located
on the west coast of the Hawaiian island
of Oahu, 1s a beautiful and popular
coastal destination mainly for locals,
but a place where tourists are advised to
stick to the resorts due to the potential
for a less-than-friendly atmosphere. This
disposition 1s not always reserved for visi-
tors, however, with all hell breaking loose
due to a bizarre family feud that culmi-
nated in the murder of three women, the
wounding of another man and woman,
and the near massacre of an entire family
on August 31st of this year. Had it not
been for a member of the victimized
family owning a gun and being prepared
to use 1t, this already tragic mass murder
would have been significantly worse by
unimaginable proportions.

42-year-old Rishard Kanaka
Keamo-Carnate, the man who put an

I f you're a fan of the Investigation
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end to the murder spree that Saturday
night, shot and killed 59-year-old neigh-
bor Hiram James Silva Sr. after the

two families clashed over a loud party
and speeding cars at the nonpermitted
commercial venue that Silva operated
next door. The details of Silva’s attack
on the family home, however, are hor-

By Darwin Nercesian

e
R
e

Shutterstock By Allen. G

the home. Having rammed several parked

cars into the house, Silva, armed with

a rifle and a pistol then shot and killed

three women in the carport and wounded

another man and a woman 1n the process.
“Then he got out and started shooting

holes in the barrels. He was going into

the house ... he was going to keep people

HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR A MEMBER OF THE
VICTIMIZED FAMILY OWNING A GUN AND BEING
PREPARED TO USE IT, THIS ALREADY TRAGIC

MASS MURDER WOULD HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY
WORSE BY UNIMAGINABLE PROPORTIONS.

rific in terms of what the mass murderer
actually had planned for the evening.
Silva attempted to drive a frontload-
er, similar to a bulldozer, carrying four
55-gallon fuel drums into the Keamo
home that night where 15-20 friends
and family were gathered. According
to Keamo-Carnate’s attorney, Michael
Green, the only thing that stopped
Silva from getting into the house with that
equipment was the eaves of the carport at

there and set the place on fire... The guy
went nuts. This isn’t one on one where
someone says ‘he shot first,” This guy was
bent on a massacre. .. The five people
[were] the tip of the iceberg. He was
going to set the place on fire,” according
to Green.

With family and friends taking
cover for their lives, Keamo-Carnate,
who lived at the residence, retrieved
his handgun and rushed back to the

[Cont. to page 102]
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G"” POLITIL'S By David Codrea | Political Field Editor

David Codrea is the winner of multiple journalist awards for investigating/defending the RKBA and a long-time gun owner rights
advocate who defiantly challenges the folly of citizen disarmament. In addition to being a regular featured contributor for Firearms
News, he blogs at “The War on Guns: Notes from the Resistance,” and posts onTwitter: @dcodrea and Facebook.

DONALD TRUMP AND REPUBLICANS

OWE GUN OWNERS, AND IT°S TIME TO COLLECT

Getting the Hearing
~assed,
Abolishing the 1989

Protection Act

Imported “Assault

Weapons” Ban, and
Rights In
Many Democrat States
Be a Great Start,
Bondi AG

Restoring 2A

Would
but Making
Would Not.

‘ ‘ rump promises to ‘rip up’
T ATF rules,” Gun Owners
of America announced in a
YouTube video released shortly after
the once and future president’s land-
slide electoral victory was confirmed.
“We're going to hold President Trump
to all his campaign promises.”
“Under a Trump Administration,
all of those Biden disasters get ripped
up and torn out my first week, but
maybe my first day in office,” the pres-

ident declared “Okay maybe my first.”

Expectations among gun owners
are understandably high. They need
to be tempered, though, because some
things Donald Trump can do, others
Constitutionally require an act of
Congress, and all could be subject to
legal challenges.

Starting At the Top
Within the purview of the Exec-
utive branch 1s the ultimate control

10 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025

of BATFE under a Department of
Justice reporting to the president.
Trump’s initial nominee for

attorney general, Rep. Matt Gaetz,
had demonstrated understanding and
leadership in opposing the Bureau’s
arbitrary and mutable approach to
rules and definitions, demanding
“ATF to cease taking any actions and
reconsider or rescind any secret
determinations which call into
question the legality of firearms
owned by millions of law-abiding
Americans.”

But Gaetz dropped out of consid-
eration after a concerted attack by
leftists and “moderate” Republicans
raising scandalous accusations that
had been dismissed by investigators,
and Trump didn’t miss a beat in
nominating Florida Attorney General
Pam Bondi to fill the slot.

“Pam will refocus the DOJ to its
intended purpose of fighting Crime,

-a & s
Shutterstock By Russ Vance

and Making America Safe Again,”
Trump declared. I have known Pam
for many years — She 1s smart and
tough, and 1s an AMERICA FIRST
Fighter, who will do a terrific job as
Attorney General!”

Fox News readers agreed, with
thousands of gushing comments of
approval, oblivious to her selection
being nothing less than an affront
to gun rights advocates. NRA had
called Bondi a “bully” in 2018 after
she demanded a federal court deny
anonymity to a 19-year-old woman
who had requested it in a challenge
to Florida’s new age restrictions on
gun purchases.

NRA went on to sue Bondi over
denial of rights for 18-20-year-olds,
but the 11th Circuit, contrary to the
Bruen standard of history, text, and
tradition at the time of ratification,
“decided that historical sources from
Reconstruction are more probative of
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GUN POLITICS

the Second Amendment’s scope than
those from the Founding.”

Additionally, Bondi enthusiastically
endorsed due process-denying “red
flag” laws and was a prominent voice
1n opposition to overturning Flor-
1da’s ban on open carry, a position
Senate President Ben Albritton and
Establishment Republicans share with
zealous Democrat gun prohibitionists.
Her office asked a judge to dismiss a
lawsuit challenging Florida’s “bump
stock™ ban as an unconstitutional
taking of property. And, per a deep
dive into the case by The Last Refuge,
she also “was part of that fraudu-
lent prosecution architecture” in the
George Zimmerman case. “In fact,
without her origination the state case
against [him] was non-existent.”

These actions all directly contradict
Donald Trump’s campaign prom-
1se that “Your Second Amendment
will always be safe with me as your
president when I'm back in the Oval
Office.” So, what made him make this
pick without even consulting “Gun
Owners for Trump,” the coalition of
gun rights leaders and organizations
who mobilized their followers to
support his campaign with the under-
standing that they’d have the pres-
ident’s ear on Second Amendment
policy decisions?

First, her positions weren't that
different from contradictory Trump’s
own statements and actions, from
“[T]ake the guns first, go through due
process second,” to endorsing raising
the minimum age to buy firearms to
21, to his own penchant for banning
rapid fire devices, and not just bump
stocks, but trigger cranks, binary
triggers, forced reset triggers and any
devices, considering his memorandum
instructing the Attorney General “to
dedicate all available resources to...
propose for notice and comment a
rule banning all devices that turn legal
weapons into machineguns.”

And per the Associated Press,
after the Parkland killings, “Trump
thanked Florida Gov. Rick Scott, a
close political ally who attended the

12 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025

ball, and told everyone he’s ‘doing

a great job.” Scott, in addition to
supporting red flag disarmament,
signed legislation to “raise the age

to purchase a firearm from 18 to 21,
require a three-day waiting period for
most gun purchases, and ban the sale
or possession of ‘bump stocks.”

redefinition of what 1t means to “be in
the business of.”

There’s something else Trump could
do quickly that would not require
Congressional approval. Back in
1989, George H.W. Bush (the “Read
my lips, no new gun laws” president
who quit the NRA over its then-

WHOEVER IS ULTIMATELY CONFIRMED—AND WE’LL SEE
IF GUN OWNERS PROTEST LOUDLY ENOUGH TO FORCE
A RECONSIDERATION ON BONDI, ALTHOUGH TRUMP IS
NOTHING IF NOT UNYIELDINGLY STUBBORN...

For Trump, 1t’s personal. Per ABC
News, Bondi has backed him on
election fraud claims, “railed against
criminal indictments against him,”
and has promised to prosecute “bad”
DOJ prosecutors and “implied action
could be taken against President Joe
Biden. It’s not a stretch, especially
with actions against him for his rhet-
oric during the January 6, 2021, Cap-
itol protest, to presume he prioritizes
that above campaign sloganeering he
used to bring cheering gun owners
to their feet. But it does not have to
be that way—he could have picked
an AG who backed him on all the
above but also did not carry Bondi’s
gun-grabber baggage.

Whoever is ultimately confirmed—
and we’ll see if gun owners protest
loudly enough to force a reconsider-
ation on Bondi, although Trump is
nothing if not unyieldingly stubborn—
perhaps with enough pressure ATF
could have their current efforts to ban
or redefine devices (braces, forced reset
triggers, unfinished gun parts, etc.)
curtailed by direction and with budget
mandates. We might also look for the
Trump administration to stop attacks
on gun dealers over minor paper-
work errors under “zero tolerance,”
to forbid lists identifying gun owners
in violation of the Firearms Owners
Protection Act proscription against
gun registries, and to reverse the Biden
administration’s attack on private gun
transfers through its disingenuous

Executive Vice President Wayne
LaPierre repeating Democrat Rep.
John Dingell’s “jackbooted thugs”
reference to ATF) imposed “a
permanent import ban on 43 types
of semiautomatic assault rifles,
including the Chinese-made AK47
and Israeli-made Uzi carbine,” per
The Washington Post. The excuse
given was they “were not being used
for sport as required by the Gun
Control Act of 1968.”

That would be “very easy” to over-
turn, Firearms News Editor-in Chief,
Vincent L. DeNiro, who has a nine-
page resume in the gun industry going
back to 1982, assesses. “President
Trump doesn’t even need Congress
to get rid of the unconstitutional
1989 “assault weapons™ import ban,
he just needs to order the BATFE to
declare all imported semi-auto rifles
as ‘sporting,” which is what these same
models are considered when domesti-
cally produced.” (True, “sporting use”
is a term originated in a 1938 German
gun control law, and “swords and
every terrible implement of the soldier
are the birthright of an American,”
but it will get the job done and we
know why we want them.)

DeNiro knows this very well as he
led the fight of a municipal “assault
weapons’ ban in 1989, which was the
first one defeated in the U.S. after the
Purdy mass shooting that sparked
Bush’s import ban. DeNiro’s efforts,
from January to March of that year,



WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

CLAIM YOUR BANISH 22K-V2

For a limited time, buy any qualfiying BANISH
suppressor, and receive a FREE BANISH 22K-V2
rimfire suppressor.

Offer valid on BANISH® silencers valued $842 and above. Buyer responsible for tax
stamp. Valid while supplies last or until 12.31.24 on new purchases only. Cannot be

combined with other offers. Must be age 21+ and a resident of a silencer-legal state.

Full disclaimer at silencercentral.com/bogo.

GET STARTED TODAY

Lal
866.691.4338

Huvy Uniineg

SILENCERCENTRAL.COM/BOGOD

SILENCER
CENTRAL

—
—
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made national news and stopped many
other proposed city and state “assault
weapons” bans from going further.
DeNiro continues, “If he [President
Trump] wants to go down in history

as a Second Amendment hero, he can
make this happen on day one.”

As for eliminating ATF altogether,
even though it was established by
the Treasury Department and not by
Congress, it is recognized under U.S.
Code and responding Congressional
objections and lawsuits by prohibi-
tionist groups and states, would drag
such an effort on for years. Besides,
without eliminating the edicts ATF
enforces first and just transferring its
functions to another agency like the
FBI, the problem of infringements
wouldn’t go away, they'd just be
assigned to different enforcers.

“At noon on Inauguration Day, we
will sack the anti-gun fanatic Steve
Dettelbach ... and replace him with an
ATF director who respects the sacred
rights to keep and bear arms,” Trump
has declared to enthusiastic gun owner
approval. How that’s even possible
remains unsaid. While some gun
owners are clamoring for the self-
nominated “AK Guy” and narrowly
defeated Congressional candidate
Brandon Herrera to be appointed, the
same question of how one can rule hell
without being a devil applies to him, or
to anyone else who takes the post and
enforces any infringement.

Trump can and will also appoint
heads of other agencies that discrim-
inate against citizens and the Second
Amendment, including the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs that has
sought to deny firearms to veterans
who had a fiduciary appointed to
them to manage their finances.

There Oughta Be a Law

Foremost in the minds of many gun
owners 1s a bill establishing national
concealed carry reciprocity, which
Trump promised he would sign.

“My administration will protect the
right of self-defense wherever it 1s
under siege,” Trump asserted. “I will
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sign concealed carry reciprocity —
your Second Amendment does not
end at the state line.”

The first question 1s “Which kind?”
Will it require states to honor the per-
mits of other states the way they do
drivers licenses, or will it establish per-
mitless carry, as introduced in a bill
by Rep. Thomas Massie, legislation
that recognizes rights don’t need any-
body’s permission. Already factions
are splitting between gun owners who
say the latter 1s a bridge too far so
it’s best to take things incrementally.
Realistically, either way would result
in lawsuits that would go on for years.

suppressors, as much as Democrats
try to swindle the Fudds into believing
they’re “pro-gun,” every sponsor of
Sen. Mike Crapo’s S. 401 “Hearing
Protection™ Act 1s a Republican.

And then there are still all those
unconstitutional state gun laws and
bans passed during Trumps’ first four
years with no fight from his Attorney
General William Barr last time. It’s
important to note that Barr supported
the Bush imported “assault weapons™
ban as well as proposed domestic
semiauto and “high capacity” mag-
azine bans while he was Bush’s AG.
Recall it was Trump who said, “States

GUN OWNERS’ BIGGEST HOPE LIES WITH THE FEDERAL
COURTS, AND WITH DONALD TRUMP’S PREROGATIVE TO
NOMINATE CANDIDATES WHO WILL UPHOLD THE SECOND
AMENDMENT IN THE SUPREME AND INFERIOR COURTS.

Those getting their hopes up are
also ignoring another reality that
could make either effort a moot point:
The margins of Republican victories
in both the House and the Senate
mean the anti-gunners would only
need a few crossover votes with GOP
“moderates” joining Democrats to
keep any gun bill from reaching the
president’s desk. Giffords-endorsed
Pennsylvania “Republican” Rep. Bri-
an Fitzpatrick and all the House and
Senate quislings who voted for Joe
Biden’s “Bipartisan Safer Communi-
ties Act” come to mind.

Due process-denying “red flag laws,’
unserialized 3D printed “ghost gun”
bans, restoration of rights (in spite
of GCA's provision to allow “prohib-
ited” persons to regain their rights,
Chuck Schumer added a longstanding
appropriations rider denying funds
to process firearms rights-restoration
forms), “gun-free” zones, the
Lautenberg Amendment, and more,
you name the infringement, and good
luck getting a majority to agree to roll
back anything and get 1t to Trump’s
desk. He can lead and he can cajole,
but he can’t force. As for deregulating

»

can do what they want [regarding
gun control ]” during the infamous
Feinstein bump stock ban meeting,
and there are no indications his AG
nominee Bondi will be anything but
Barr 2.0.

There 1s also the continual lawfare
that threatens to impose disarma-
ment from the bench. If the election
results don’t make those go away,
what chance do some of the more
grandiose plans, like elimination of
the Hughes Amendment banning post
1986 machineguns, overturning the
1968 Gun Control Act, or cleansing
the original sin, the 1934 National
Firearms Act? Or actually promoting
the core purpose behind the Constitu-
tional Militia?

Gun owners’ biggest hope lies with
the federal courts, and with Donald
Trump’s prerogative to nominate can-
didates who will uphold the Second
Amendment in the Supreme and infe-
rior courts. The problem that needs to
be overcome there is the Senate’s “ad-
vise and consent” power to confirm
nominees. “At issue,” Congressional
Research Service reports, “has been
whether, or to what extent, questions
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by committee members should seek
out a nominee’s personal views on
current legal or constitutional issues
or on past Supreme Court decisions
that have involved those issues.”

In other words, nominees can play
coy with how they really feel about
the Second Amendment, and if they
turn out to be a pig in a poke it may
not be clear until they rule on a case.
Trump needs to ensure serious vetting
takes place before offering up a name.
And he doesn’t need to do it alone.

A Government of the People

“Today we are also announcing the
launch of Gun Owners for Trump,
and this is to get out the vote,” the
Trump campaign announced in June.
Firearms News recalled a similar effort
launched in 2020 and noted that was
a reboot of sorts of 2016’s Second
Amendment Coalition, jointly chaired
by Donald Trump Jr. and then-NRA
ILA head Chris Cox along with 62
co-chairs. After the election, we never
heard from them again.

There 1s no reason why that should
be allowed by gun owners to happen
again. It’s crucial that those who
understand the issues have a say in
the administration’s handling of
Second Amendment-related issues
and have the president’s ear so his
decision making can be influenced
and informed by their experience and
knowledge, something he did not do
with his Bondi nomination.

But to that end, there are two things
the president could do that would
help: Disband the White House Office
of Gun Safety and replace it with
the Office of Second Amendment
Protection. If Biden could appoint
Kamala Harris to lend authority to
his venture, Trump could assign the
duties to Vice President JD Vance.

Gun rights leaders and legal schol-
ars could be identified and nomi-
nated to analyze and prioritize bills,
lawsuits, regulations, opportunities,
and threats, to advise on judicial and
other federal nominees, and to help
educate the public. The Office would
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provide a way for the public to express
their concerns and to offer ideas and
suggestions, meaning gun Owners
would have a conduit.

Putting Teeth in It

Back in 2001, John Ashcroft, Attor-
ney General under President George
W. Bush, stated his legal opinion that
“the text and the original intent of the
Second Amendment clearly protect
the right of individuals to keep and
bear firearms.”

Using that, this correspondent and
a handful of colleagues in California
reasoned that on many occasions
the U.S. Justice Department had
sent teams of lawyers to force states,
municipalities, agencies, and officials
to obey civil rights statutes, resulting 1n
laws being overturned and in legal
actions against individuals. To that
end, we created “A Petition for Enforce-
ment of the Second Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States”
asking AG Ashcroft to protect our
right to keep and bear arms just as the
government had done in the past when
other civil rights had been violated.

This was 1n the days before social
media and many gun owners were still
getting used to dial-up internet and
just discovering the power of access
to information, with only a fraction
of what we enjoy today. Despite that,
we managed to get our message out
and ended up sending over 40,000
signatures, hand gathered and mailed
into us, to Ashcroft who, predictably,
ignored us because he didn’t really
mean 1t and because he could,

Imagine now the Department
of Justice under an actual Second
Amendment advocate, and what 1t
could do fighting infringements and
prohibitionist lawfare waged by states
with unlimited tax war chests in
tandem with Astroturf prohibitionist
groups funded by antigun elites. Right
now, the costs to defend against these
mnumerable assaults on all levels
are borne by gun rights groups and
members of mostly modest means
who can only support a fraction of

what 1s needed. That equation could
be turned on its head.

There’s much Donald Trump won't
be able to do, but a lot that he can if
he means to keep his pledge to the
gun owners he could not have won
without. Rein in ATF, Mr. President.
Do what you can with your bully
pulpit to influence American citizens
and your unique power to influence
your party and the Congress. Make
informed judicial appointments.
Listen to gun rights leaders. And
task the Justice Department with the
Constitutional imperative to “secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity.”

All this is what the Bondi nomina-
tion would stop in its tracks. Rather
than ushering in a Renaissance of
Rights, Trump 1s imposing an AG
who not only has a history of enforc-
ing existing Intolerable Acts, but who
craves more. For apologists who ex-
cuse her by saying she was just doing
her job, what happened to the oath to
the Constitution coming first? Those
of us who wouldn’t do a job that
required us to deny rights to others
have no sympathy for the counter that
at least she’ll be better than Merrick
Garland, and no tolerance for the
idiot question “Would you rather have
Kamala Harris?”

We didn’t vote for “at least.” We
have a chance to make real strides,
and Trump is blowing it right out of
the starting gate. At this writing, and
hopefully that will change by the time
this piece hits the newsstands, the Na-
tional Association for Gun Rights has
issued a warning and Gun Owners
of America has released a statement
declaring “GOA 1s pressing for Sena-
tors to openly question Pam Bondi on
where she currently stands on the Sec-
ond Amendment.” It’s not unreason-
able to expect our gun rights leaders
to lead on this, to loudly condemn her
selection, and to urge their millions of
members to join them in vigorously
protesting this to both Trump and
their “A”-rated senators who will vote
on her confirmation. &l
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By Darwin Nercesian | News Field Editor

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun rights advocate and avid shooter of targets very far away. He is a frequent contributor, writing

about politics surrounding the Second Amendment and reviewing firearms and related products within the industry. You can follow
him on Instagram, X, and YouTube @DTOE_Official.

IS BRINGING PRINT BACK
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Firearms News’ Facebook

the Reason Why

the people, or at least they made an

effort to seem like they were. As a
kid growing up, the idea I could trust
someone on television to report what
was going on in the world around
me wasn’t a foreign concept. Before
this sounds like an introduction to
the next Ron Burgandy installment,
let me say that times have changed.
Journalism has become less about
delving deep into the dark corners
of society to shed light on truth, and
more about controlling the public
narrative. However, we’ve also seen a
big shift in how the news is delivered.
The rise of the internet has seen social
media evolve into a fundamental
part of our daily lives. When we want
more of a subject, we follow a page
or set an alert. Over the years, some
have traded in their monthly subscrip-
tions for more immediate satisfaction,
only to find 1t less satisfying. Social
media has created digital dependency
by tapping into a desire to consume
things instantly despite what we might
be force-fed.

While few recall the birth of social
media in 1997 with the Six Degrees
social network service website, and
subsequent platforms Friendster and
Myspace in 2002 and 2003, it was
arguably the launch of Facebook
in 2004 that saw the medium grow
into the giant it has become. Since
then, platforms such as YouTube, X

I remember when the press was for
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SOGIAL MEDIA GENSORSHIP

FIR

(formerly Twitter), and Instagram
have all contributed to the wealth of
physical therapists treating tech neck
as we stare into the information abyss
held right in the palm of our hand.
Aside from speed, however, what is
the driving force behind the constant
scrolling and swiping?

To answer this, we must first under-
stand the fall of traditional media.
According to Gallop polls, 72% of
Americans had a great deal or fair
amount of trust in the mainstream
media in 1976. That number steadi-
ly declined to 44% 1n 2004, with
Facebook waiting in the wings as an
alternative means of sharing the
news. By 2023, Americans’ trust in

Page Getting Deleted Is

the mainstream media had dropped
to an all-time low of 32%, a figure
propped up mostly by far-left
sycophants punch drunk on the
Kool-Aid while conservatives and
independents had long since seen the
writing on the wall.

Many turned to social media as
a source of news and information
thinking they had the freedom to
choose. This opened the door for
individuals and independent outlets
to share their trades, tutorials, and
perspectives with anyone who would
listen. Traditional print media, like
Firearms News, proceeded cautiously,
preserving the integrity and format
of 1ts content while using the internet
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and social media to engage with our
audience daily, staying connected
with real-time commentary not
previously possible.

Established in 1946 as Shotgun
News, Firearms News has been a
beacon of the Second Amendment
community for over three-quarters
of a century, continuing the tradition
by publishing twelve annual issues
supplemented by daily content on
FirearmsNews.com and across social
media. The publication’s distinct voice
and unwavering values, regarding
Second Amendment news, scholarly
historical firearms articles, and gun
reviews, cemented a foundation that
has earned the trust and support of
dedicated readers, a following that
has only grown in the digital era.

The Firearms News Facebook page,
launched in 2010, has become a top
outdoors and Second Amendment
news source, reaching almost 1 mil-
lion followers by 2024. This sounds
like content paradise, right? Shackles
and limitations be damned, we can
now communicate more freely than
ever... not so fast.

Whoever the villain and whatever
the mechanism used to control the
flow of information before social
media, they weren’t just going to pack
it up now that we had an alternative.
Those in control tend only to tight-
en their grip, even 1f it means losing
people’s trust, as witnessed with the
mainstream media. Just like the music
industry adapted to the digital age, so
would the once analog Gestapo find
a way to digitize its agenda. Over the
years, we have seen conservative and
pro-Second Amendment voices
silenced across social media, with plat-
forms removing content, suspending
users, shadow banning, and ultimately
deleting accounts altogether. For the
uninitiated, shadow banning involves
deliberate manipulation of algorithms
to make content undiscoverable on
a platform except by the person who
posted it.

When Elon Musk purchased
Twitter in 2022, his arrival preceded
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the release of what has become known
as the Twitter Files, a treasure trove of
documents demonstrating government
coercion of the platform to silence
news reports about the Hunter Biden
laptop, COVID-19 vaccine cautions,
and any commentary considered
contrary to the sanitized agenda.
Under Musk’s leadership, Twitter,
now rebranded as X, better resem-
bles the town square it was originally
promoted as.

Meanwhile, in the Metaverse, it’s
business as usual, with Facebook and
Instagram playing the role of digital
brown shirt, dialing up the algorithm
aggression late last year in concert with
Google-owned video giant, YouTube,
to target the firearms community
causing an enormous loss of engage-
ment. To put things into perspective, in
2023, Firearms News received over 456
million impressions on content posted
to Facebook. By September 2024,
engagement for the year had only
reached approximately 34 million
impressions, down almost 90%.
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After months of continued harass-
ment and false claims of community
standards violations, the Zuckerberg
cartel escalated attacks by unpublish-
ing the Firearms News Facebook page
entirely. Outdoor Sportsman Group,
the largest media company devoted to
America’s 80 million+ outdoor sports
enthusiasts, 1s the parent company of
Firearms News and other renowned
titles such as Guns & Ammo, Game &
Fish, Bowhunter, Rifle Shooter, and
television networks including Out-
door Channel, Sportsman Channel,
and World Fishing Network. The
company has spent millions of dollars
advertising with Facebook over the
years, however, it has not been afford-
ed the opportunity to resolve the
matter to any reasonable conclusion.
This begs the question as to whether
Facebook is a platform companies
should feel secure investing their mon-
ey and manpower in if it can be wiped
out instantaneously without discourse
or proper oversight.

With transparency in mind, let’s
look at community standards as they
pertain to firearms content on the
platform.

From Facebook:

« “Attempts to buy, sell, or trade,
firearms, firearm parts, am-
munition, explosives, or lethal
enhancements except when:

* posted by a Page, Group or
Instagram profile represent-
ing legitimate brick-and-
mortar entities, including
retail businesses, websites,
brands or government agen-
cies (e.g. police department,
fire department) or a private
individual sharing content
on behalf of legitimate
brick-and-mortar entities.

« Attempts to donate or gift
firearms, firearm parts, ammu-
nition, explosives, or lethal
enhancements except when
posted in the following contexts:

* Donating, trading in or buy-
ing back firearms and am-
munition by a Page, Group
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or Instagram profile repre-
senting legitimate brick-and-
mortar entities, including
retail businesses, websites,
brands or government agen-
cies, or a private individual
sharing content on behalf of
legitimate brick-and-mortar
entities.

* An auction or raffle of
firearms by legitimate
brick-and-mortar entities,
including retail businesses,
government-affiliated
organizations or non-profits,
or private individuals
affiliated with or sponsored
by legitimate brick-and-
mortar entities.

 Asks for firearms, firearm parts,
ammunition, explosives, or
lethal enhancements

« Sells, gifts, exchanges, trans-
fers, coordinates, promotes (by
which we mean speaks positive-
ly about, encourages the use of)
or provides access to 3D print-
ing or computer-aided manufac-
turing instructions for firearms
or firearms parts regardless of
context or poster.

» Attempts to buy, sell, or trade
machine gun conversion devices’

Firearms News does not deal in any
firearms or related equipment. As
a news organization, we sell sub-
scriptions and ad space. Not a single
condition listed has ever been violated
on our Facebook page.

What happens next would seem
bizarre if we didn’t understand the
true motivation behind Facebook’s
actions. The platform deploys a maze
of endless loops designed to avoid any
accountability. First, it unpublishes
your page and restricts accounts
belonging to admins. When one of
these admins contacts Facebook to
resolve the 1ssue, they are directed
to use functions of the platform that
their restricted account now prohib-
its them from using. Facebook then
suggests another admin take point,
knowing they have restricted all the

2
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admin accounts. When reminded,
Facebook says to create a new admin
account, then restricts that one. When
you point out you have never violated
any community standards, Facebook
employees tell you to go over them
once again. When you ask which stan-
dard you violated, they tell you they
can’t say. When you ask who can tell
you, they tell you they can’t give you
that information either. Sometimes
they blame 1t on faulty Al, seemingly
an admission of error on Facebook’s
part, but when you respond, “Great,
so we can fix 1t?” they tell you they
are unable to. And when you ask who
might be able to, they tell you they
can’t say. If you think that’s difficult
to read, I assure you it’s even more
difficult to write.

-— Rermowval
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America’s enduring connection
with firearms ownership is rooted in
our heritage. It 1s a relationship that
1s never going away. Firearms owners
are very much a self-policing com-
munity, with a tradition of educating
new shooters of any age on the fun-
damentals of safety and responsible

gun ownership. This is true for home
defense, everyday carry, hunting, com-
petition, or recreational shooting. The
internet has presented us with the op-
portunity to educate larger audiences.
Those who wish not to partake have
the right to seek content more suitable
to their interests, however, for those
wanting to travel down that road,
silencing the community’s most trust-
ed resources 1s morally irresponsible.
People don’t learn to communicate
about subjects they don’t understand
by being chastised for their pursuits.
Stifling the free exchange of ideas
puts us on a destructive path leading
to a cascade of failures. It does not es-
cape me that those failures may be the
desired effect, with the goal being a
larger power grab. If you think I need
to adjust my tin foil, allow me to test
your short-term memory by remind-
ing you again of a little incident called
COVID-19.

Social media deliberately alters our
perception of the world, exploiting
vulnerabilities in human psycholo-
gy to create addiction. Individually
curated echo chambers called “feeds”
are designed to seduce a false sense
that everyone agrees with you, placing
the user in a suggestive state where
they are easily manipulated into hours
of doomscrolling, creating billions in
advertising profit for tech giants. If
you are not paying for the product,
you are the product, and the gradual
imperceptible change in your behavior
1s what’s really for sale. Social media i1s
not a tool you use to connect, as tools
lie dormant until they are meant to be
used. Instead, it has its own goals as
we are bombarded with updates and
notifications designed to keep bring-
ing us back. Social media demands
every minute of our attention that it
can get, making us the tools for their
cash machine despite data that has
proven this addiction leads to mental
health issues such as feelings of loneli-
ness, anxiety, and depression.

As successful as surveillance cap-
italism has become, it is no surprise
this technology has been used to
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transform the information age into
the disinformation age, where the
truth 1s substituted for “your truth™
and “my truth.” Cathy O’Neil, author
of Weapons of Math Destruction,
states, “Algorithms are opinions
embedded in code.” They are not
objective, and just as they are used to
manipulate for profit, so are they used
to manipulate for control. People are
being fed alternate realities with only
the illusion of choice, dividing society
and creating an environment where
we can no longer hear each other.
With overwhelming control over hu-
man weakness, social media polarizes
communities, parading out the worst
in us and eroding societal fabric to the
point that democracy, just as informa-
tion, 1s for sale to the highest bidder.
While big tech would love to see the
death of traditional publishing, the
industry 1s experiencing a resurgence.
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According to recent surveys, books
and magazines are very much alive,
with 2021 launching 122 new print
magazines in the United States alone.
A revived interest in print has been
attributed to the analog preferences
of Gen Z readers, confirming our
data which indicates a strong increase
among men 18-35 years old. Another
factor is inevitable digital fatigue like-
ly accelerated by pandemic lockdowns
and 1solation. Advertisers take note
also, as recent studies show consum-
ers are far more likely to pay attention
to and trust in the content of a print
advertisement in contrast to online
ads which are more often ignored or
dismissed.

More importantly, print can’t be de-
leted. The only community standards
it 1s subject to are yours, the reader.
With limited space, print must be
discerning, with articles and reviews
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that can’t be edited, deleted, or buried
quickly in a barrage of hurried and
unqualified content. It 1s a memora-
ble dining experience compared to
the internet’s bargain buffet. Blogs,
online forums, and even social media
platforms come and go. Think I'm
wrong? I remember when there wasn't
an internet, and I'm not that old. I've
seen more come and go 1n this short
time than the few who have endured.
In the case of Firearms News, we've
been around since long before the
World Wide Web, and we’ll be around
when people say, ** Yeah, I've heard of
Facebook, did you have a profile back
in the day?”

UPDATE: Currently, our Facebook

page has been restored. However, it is
heavily restricted and shadowed. &)



ALL NEW SCSA PUMP ACTION RIFLE

iPA>,

SOuUTHERN CROSES SMALL ARME

LEGAL IN ALL 50 STATES

THE PERFECT OPTION FOR RESTRICTIVE STATES

NEW YORK CONNECTICUT NEW IERSEY
MASSACHUSETTS MARYLAND WASHINCTON
RHODE ISLAND DELAWARE ILLINOIS

MODEL SHOWN: CITTPN223GRY

FEATURES

. Ayailable in .223 Wylde (.223 REM & 5.56x45 Compatible)
*« COMING SOON IN .300 BLACKOUT
16.5" Stainless Steel Threaded Barrel - 1/2x28
x Straight Pull Bolt
Spring Assist Pump
Case Deflector
« Enhanced Straight Trigger
Enclosed Handguard with Full Length Picatinny Rail
« 8 M-Lok Slots
x Polymer 3 Piece Pump Grip

" AR15 Compatible Magazine Well
* AR15 Magazine Release
* A2 Style Pistol Grip

« TSP X Butt Stock
x QD Sling Swivel Sockets
* 1-10 RND Magpul Mag

L
l - | - * Folding Stock Adapter Available
* NEW Colors Available in Dark Gray, Black,

Burnt Bronze and FDE

MSRP $979

NEW FDE NEW BLACK NEW BURNT BRONZE
CITTPN223FDE  CITTPN223BLK CITTPN223BRZ

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: LECACYSPORTS COM
DESIGNED AND MADE IN AUSTRALIA CATALOG OUT NOW - REQUEST YOUR FHREE COPY TODAY: LB0O0S553 4229
n gy Spuartnnt] n Legacy Sportsliter national @ Legacy Sportslot




CARRYING CONGEALED

IN-HAND CARRY

By James Tarr | Field Editor

have previously written about “off-

body carry” in this column, dealing

with carrying a gun in backpacks
and bags and purses, but I've become
aware of a few recent products that
have made me want to address a sub-
set of off-body carry—I guess I'll call
it “in-hand carry.”

Occasionally, you’ll find backpacks
and purses swinging from your hand,
but mostly they are bigger bags and
will be slung across your body. How-
ever, there are a number of smaller
cases that aren’t meant to hang from
anywhere on your body but your
hand. I want to talk about them, as
well as a few dos and don’ts.

A bag/case in your hand means the
gun inside 1t will be quicker to access
than a gun 1n a backpack, but you will
likely want/need to set that case down
at some point. As I've said before,
treat that container holding the gun
like 1t’s full of cash. If you're going
to be setting it down, don’t ever walk
away from it.

That brings us to the nylon cases
Springfield Armory supplies with a
lot of their carry-sized pistols. These
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cases are zippered and just large
enough to hold the pistol and maybe
one spare magazine. They don’t look
like gun cases at all, and would be
a great, discreet way to carry your
pistol in one hand, especially the
smaller cases meant for the Hellcat.
They would be perfect—except that
the black cases are plastered with the
white crossed cannons Springfield
logo. Gun company logos and discreet
carry do not mix. Springfield, I'm
begging you—remove the logo, and
then a lot more people will actually
use these cases.

The 1dea for this column actual-
ly came when Crossbreed Holsters
(CrossbreedHolsters.com) sent me one
of their new Range Defender range
bags. This i1s a premium range bag that
1s shockingly nice and well made. It
1s constructed of ballistic polyester,
with a small Crossbreed logo on a
piece of leather stitched down in one
corner—but it’s black-on-black and
hard to see even if you're looking, so
it is discreet. And that’s part of why
I'm talking about this bag—it’s meant
as a small range bag/fancy pistol case,

The cases Springfield
Armory supplies with
some of its pistols would
be perfect for discreet,
in-hand carry...if it wasn’t
for the giant gun company
logo on the side.

Crossbreed Holsters’
Range Defender premium
range bag doesn’t look like
anything meant to hold a
gun, which is great if you
want to carry in plain sight.

For off-body carry, a bag/case in your
hand is faster than drawing from a
backpack, but there are a few things
you need to consider.

but it doesn’t look tactical at all—in
describing it to someone I called 1t “a
business casual range bag.” It looks
like a small briefcase, something big
enough to carry around a tablet. What
it doesn’t look like 1s something meant
to hold a gun. Which means its utility
extends beyond simple trips to and
from the range.

The bag i1s roughly twelve inches
long, ten inches tall, and four inches
wide, with dual leather-trimmed
handles at the top. It’s got a full-length
zipper so you can flip it open and lay
it flat 1f you want. Inside the Range
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CARRYING CONCEALED

Crossbreed’s Range Defender is a range bag packed with
premium features, from elastic loops for magazines to a
very plush removable center zippered pistol case.

Defender, you’ll find six elastic loops
for holding magazines inside the front.
The inside of the padded back is one
solid sheet of Velcro, for attaching

a holster 1n just about any position
angle you want—so it is designed for
discreet carry while out and about.
Crossbreed’s modular holsters have
Velcro hooks on the back of them, to
mount on the loop-covered panel of
the bag.

In the middle of the bag is a zippered
pouch with a plush velvet-like lining,
big enough for a full-size handgun
with an optic and extended magazine.
And that center premium plush pouch
is removable, if you want to carry it
separately or make room on the inside
of the case. There are also two other
large pouches/pockets inside the case,
plus one on the outside, so it 1s very
functional, but like I said—I think one
of the best things about this gun case
is that it doesn’t look like a gun case. If
you saw this sitting in front of someone
on a table at Starbucks, you wouldn’t
give it a second look. Personally, I think
they should also offer 1t in a non-black
color, perhaps gray or a medium brown
with darker brown leather accents. It
would look sharp and in no way would
look tactical. MSRP 1s $89.95, but
Crossbreed currently has it on sale.

Any bag/case that 1s the right size/
shape to carry in your hand will work,
but you need to protect the trigger of
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that pistol, so it can’t accidentally get
pushed. If there isn’t a dedicated hol-
ster for the gun inside the case, cover-
ing the trigger guard, make sure there
1s absolutely nothing in the chamber/
pocket with the pistol, as you don’t
want any keys/pens/whatever getting
wedged inside that trigger guard.

You should also check out the Mag-
netic Bag Company (MagneticBag
Company.com). This is one of those
products I stumbled across and use
regularly in my personal life. I saw ads
for this on Instagram, took a chance,
and have been very happy with the
Crossbody Bag, which I've been using
for at least six months now at the
gym, as my gym has a “no bags on
the floor” policy. I don’t use the sling

Tarr stumbled across the Crossbody
Bag from the Magnetic Bag Company,
and it is exactly what you think from the
name. He uses it at his gym, which has
a “no bags on the floor” policy. It’s just
big enough for a subcompact pistol.

The back wall of the Range Defender has a Velcro liner for
mounting holsters, if you so desire.

which gives it the crossbody name, |

just carry it in my hand.

It seems very well made, strong and
appropriately priced for what you
get—3$79.99, although it seems to be
permanently on sale for $10 off that.
They don’t market it toward the CCW
crowd, but it sure seems well made for
the job, and doesn’t look tactical or
like a bag which might contain a gun,
which is exactly the point. There are
two very strong magnets at the rear of
the bag, and I don’t think you could
fill it with enough weight to pull it off
something it’s attached to. It clanks
loudly into place if you even get it
near metal, and I stick 1t to whatever
machine I'm using at the gym.

The bag 1s available in black, green,
and pink. This bag is roughly rectan-
gular, and maybe smaller than you
might think, which means it is not
too big to just carry around if you so
desire. It has two zippered pockets,
one behind the other, as well as a
slim external pouch in front where I
stick my phone when I'm at the gym.
The internal dimensions of that back
pocket are 6.5 inches by 4.5 inches,
and a SIG P365 with an extended
[2-round magazine fits in there per-
fectly. A Glock 19 won't fit, it’s too
big. Nobody at the gym has given this
bag a second look, and 1t wouldn’t
attract any attention sitting on the
table at the coffee shop either. &£
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MUSINGS FBﬂM T”E AMM" B"”KEB By David M. Fortier | Executive Editor

Type

amount of shooters who are

interested in or simply love the old
Soviet 7.62x25mm “Tokarev” car-
tridge. I do not know if it’s due to 1ts
historical appeal, eye-catching bottle-
neck design or simply its high velocity,
but this 1930 vintage cartridge has a
cult following. I can sympathize with
them as I've been a fan of the Bolsh-
evik Bottleneck for almost 40 years
now. I find its developmental history
interesting, enjoy reloading it and love
shooting it.

The 7.62x25mm pegs the redline
when 1t comes to velocity, yet recoil
is fairly mild. Accuracy is typically
good and it’s a fun cartridge to shoot,
with a hearty boom and healthy
muzzle blast and noticeable flash in
low light. In years past, economical
surplus ball ammunition was widely
available at very inexpensive prices
to go with an array of economical
TT-33 “Tula Tokarev” pistols man-
ufactured by various countries. Cer-
tainly, cheap ammo and economical
pistols initially spurred its popularity.
Yet, while the days of $75 spam cans
have come to an end, shooters still
love this classic cartridge.

A distinctive looking bottle-necked
design, the 7.62x25mm cartridge has
an overall length of 1.386 inches and
a maximum case length of 0.984 of
an inch. Shoulder angle 1s 19 degrees,
neck diameter 1s 0.355 inch, and it has
a shoulder diameter of 0.373 inch.
Base diameter 1s 0.387 inch and 1t

I am constantly surprised by the
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BOLSHEVIK
BOTTLENECK

The 7.62x25mm Model 1930
2 “Tokarev” Cartridge Today!

The 7.62x25mm “Tokarev” cartridge has a culit
following due to its history and high velocity.

has the same rim diameter
as the 9mm Parabellum,
0.392 inch. Projectile
diameter is 0.309 inch. Parent case is
the 7.63x25mm Mauser and over the
years ammunition was loaded with
brass and steel cases as well as Berdan
and boxer primers. Military surplus
ammunition 1s typically corrosive, so
keep that in mind.

The 7.62x25mm cartridge was in-
tended to be a solution to an annoying
problem vexing Soviet small arms de-
signers in the mid-1920s. The issue they
faced was trying to design auto-loading
weapons around the standard issue
7.62x38mmR revolver cartridge.
Adopted with the M 1895 “gas seal”
Nagant revolver, this odd cartridge was
unsuitable for use in modern automatic
weapons, especially submachine guns,
although Soviet designers did try.

A simple solution to their dilemma
was found in the 7.63x25mm Mauser

cartridge chambered in Mauser’s
Construktion 96 “Broomhandle™
pistol. C.96 pistols had been fielded
by Imperial officers during the Great
War and used by both sides during
the Russian Civil War. In the post war
years, Mauser introduced the M 1921
variant of the C.96. This featured a
shorter 3.9-inch barrel, shorter grip,
and was mass produced from 1921 to
1930. It was sold in quantities to the
Bolshevik government and later to the
Red Army to such a large degree 1t be-
came widely associated with the Bol-
sheviks, and was thus nicknamed the
“Bolo.” Yet while various C.96 and
M 1921 pistols were in service, neither
they nor their 7.63mm cartridge were
actually standard issue.

So, on 31st July 1928, Nikolay Efi-

mov, head of the Second Directorate

The 7.62x25mm with its peers (L to R): Sectioned lead core 85-grain projectile,
Chinese copper washed steel case, 7.62x25mm, 7.63 Mauser SP, 9x19mm
Parabellum, .380/200 Revolver, 7.65mm Luger.
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER

of the Red Army headquarters,
declared the 7.63mm Mauser car-
tridge would be adopted as the new
Soviet standard for both pistols and
submachine guns. It would replace
the 7.62x38mmR cartridge of the

M 1895 Nagant revolver. The Soviets
would purchase both a license and
cartridge manufacturing equipment
from DWM of Germany. To better
fit their manufacturing needs, the
7.63mm Mauser cartridge was slightly
adjusted and adopted as the Model
1930 7.62mm pistol cartridge.

In its military loading, it typically
features a 0.309-inch 85-grain lead
cored projectile with a cupro-nickel
jacket. This was driven at approximate-
ly 1,375 fps from a TT-30’s 4.6-inch
barrel. The 7.62mm Samozaryadnyi
Pistolet Tokareva obraztsa 1930 goda
(7.62mm Tokarev self-loading pistol
model 1930), better known simply as
the TT or Tula Tokarev, was initially
adopted with the cartridge. Tokarev’s
design quickly received a number of
refinements to become the TT-33. The
cartridge would also be teamed with a
variety of submachine gun designs.

Velocity varied greatly over the
years with different factories/countries
loading to higher velocities, some
of them substantially higher. Veloc-
ity from a 4.6-inch TT-33 can range
from 1,350 to 1,500+ fps. For this
reason it 1s not recommended to
fire 7.62x25mm ammunition in
7.63mm Mauser pistols. During its
service life, the Soviets 1ssued a num-
ber of loads including ball, AP, Tracer
and Incendiary ammunition.

The 7.62x25mm went on to make
its biggest mark not as a handgun
cartridge but rather when fired from
a submachine gun. It saw wide-
spread use 1n a variety of models,
both during World War II and after.
This cartridge, and the PPSh-41
submachine gun in particular, played
a critical role in the defense of the
Soviet Union. Easy to control on
full automatic and effective at short
ranges, it provided an effective close-
range alternative to the 7.62x54mmR.
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A host of firearms were chambered for the 7.62x25m including submachine guns
and handguns like this Zastava M57.

In many instances, Axis units had Ron Williams. The M57 has a 4.6-inch
a hard time gaining fire superiority barrel, the SR-41 with a 10.6-inch
over Soviet troops lavishly equipped barrel, and the AR-15 is a bit odd
with drum fed submachine guns. In with a 15-inch barrel and permanent-
the years following World War 11, ly affixed muzzle device. Looking at
the 7.62x25mm saw widespread use the included chart, it 1s interesting to
around the globe. note that while there 1s a significant
To demonstrate typical performance  velocity increase moving from a 4.6- to
and accuracy, I hit the range with a 10.6-1nch barrel, very little 1s gained
Zastava M57 pistol, a SR-41 semi-auto  moving from 10.6 to 15 inches.
clone of the PPSh-41 submachine The 7.62x25mm is a fairly easy car-
gun, and a custom AR-15 built by tridge to handload, but the bottleneck

ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART 7.62X25MM

* 2
(gr) (fps) (in)
Zastava M57 Pistol
Fiocchi FMJ 85 1,474 27.4 45
PPU JHP 85 1,437 445 3.2
SR-41 Carbine
Flocchi FMJ 85 1,735 29.5 6.6
PPU JHP 85 1,693 342 6.0
O S 1 S A |
Fiocchi FMJ 85 1,737 290.3 3.2
PPU JHP 85 1,729 150 | 28

Velocity readings recorded with a Labradar Doppler Radar unit at the muzzle at an
ambient temperature of 7 degrees F at 1,030 feet above Sea Level. Accuracy is an
average of three 10-shot groups fired from a rest. M57 barrel length is 4.6 inches.
SR-41 barrel length is 10.6 inches. Ron Williams buiit AR-15 has a 15-inch barrel
with pinned and weided muzzie device.
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does add a bit of added work. Lee
has dies for $46.98. Starline brass has
Boxer primed brass cartridge cases
for $132 per 500. Standard small
pistol primers get the job done nicely.
Two readily available projectiles are
Hornady’s 0.309-inch 90-grain XTP

RETAINED VELOCITY & ENERGY

RED ARMY 86-GRAIN FMJ

\‘ ‘ _— -~
— -

JHP and Sierra’s 0.308-inch 85-grain
Sports Master SP. One thing to be
aware of, 1t 18 not unusual to find a
firearm in this caliber with a slightly
over-size bore. In such cases, readily
available 0.312-inch projectiles may be
a viable option.

Loading data for this
cartridge is readily available
and many common pistol
powders, such as Bullseye,
Blue Dot, AA#7 and #9
are suitable. Slow powders
such as N-110, H 110, and

The 7.62x25mm was widely used in sub-
machine guns, like the Soviet PPSh-41,
where it proved very effective.

the highest velocities. My favorite
load consists of a Starline case, Wolf
small pistol primer, 6.5 grains of
Power Pistol topped with an 86-grain
0.309-inch FMJ. A sedate load, 1t av-
erages 1,260 fps and accuracy is very
good. Wish to go faster? Hornady has
loading data to push their 90 grain
XTP to 1,500+ fps.

While not talked about often, 1t 1s
also possible to load heavy subsonic
ammunition for use in suppressed
rifles. The 7.62x25mm case with its
small capacity is ideal for this. Topped
with a 150-grain Spitzer and loaded
to subsonic velocities, the 7.62x25mm
is both quiet and fun. It is possible
to use common 5.45x39mm AR-15
magazines to feed heavy subsonic
7.62x25mm loads in an AR-15.

The 7.62x25mm is an interesting
cartridge, which has always been
hampered by a lack of modern ex-
panding bullets. Teamed with modern
100-grain expanding projectiles, such
as developed for the 30 Super Carry,
would probably take performance to
the next level. Respected for its ability
to bust soft body armor, this old clas-
sic will continue to have its followers

Winchester 296 will yield for years to come. B3

10 1,435 383

25 1,375 366

50 1 1262 303 LOADING DATA 7.62X25MM

el vl e I~ o

- R s Power Pistol 86-grain FMJ 6.5 _ 1,260

Accurate #7 86-grain FMJ 8.5 1,400

0 1,727 569 . !

= ! — — Blue Dot Hornady 90-grain XTP 7.0 1,368

= + 1'601 = Accurate #7 Hornady 90-grain XTP 85 | 1375

= 4 1'470 + P Accurate #9 Homady 90-grain XTP 89 1 1.300

= ! 1.365 = 2400 | Homady 90-grain XTP 10.0 _ 1,360

= 4 1'312 I e VIHT N-110 Homady 90-grain XTP 10.7 1,400
i e T e .. S Homady 90-grain XTP | 129 1,500

ngs a

degrees F at 1,030 feet above Sea Level. Reading
is for one individual round fired from each firearm

Loading data is for Starfine brass and Wolf Small Pistol primers. Velocity is
for a 4.6-inch barrel. Approach all loads with extreme caution and reduce

Mﬂsﬂﬁ. HIO%NWRE
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The Ruger American- Rifle Generation I is an update to the American-mace nifie that has been the benchmark for accuracy, durability,

and performance in bolt-action rifles for over & decade. Designed with customer feedback in mind, the Ruger American Rifle Generation |l
§ available in a variety of calibers and is sure to become the first choice for hunters and firearms enthusiasts.
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SPUHR’S RDF-20225K T-2
AND MAGNIFIER MOUNT

BEST OF THE BEST?

ed dot sights, like Aimpoint’s
n famous T-1 and T-2, are great

for a variety of tasks. They offer
a bright and easy to see aiming point
well-suited for rapid engagement of
targets in fast moving situations in a
variety of lighting conditions.
However, they come up short as the
distance to the target grows. Being
able to locate, identify and engage a
target s critical and sometimes this
requires more magnification than your
1x eyeball can provide. This is where a
low power variable optic (LPVO), like
a 1-6x24mm shines. Magnifiers were
developed to provide this capability to
red dot sights. Available 1n a variety
of powers running from 2x to 6x, they
provide useful magnification when
needed, but can be flipped out of the
way when 1x is sufficient.

While this “two optic” approach
has certain real advantages, it 1s not
without its drawbacks. Problems in-
clude the added weight, expense, and
complexity of needing two mounting
systems. One company which recently
wrestled with this problem is Spuhr
of Sweden. Known for both their
innovative designs and the very high

Spuhr’s RDF-20225K Aimpoint T-2 and 3x magnifier mount is an excellent design
being handsomely made, light and robust. (Photo by Ashley Jaderborg)

This leads us to the mount seen
here, Spuhr’s RDF-20225K. From
my understanding, the genesis of
this design was a recent European

The magnifier mount features a steel
spigot which inserts into the mount.
A cross-bolt button locks it into place
or unlocks it for quick removal.

FIT, FINISH AND BUILD QUALITY OF THE SPUHR RDF-20225K ARE EXCELLENT.

quality of their products, Spuhr is
well-respected among professionals.
Founded in 2007 by Hakan Spuhr,
the company specializes in the design,
development, and manufacture of
specialized mounting solutions for
special operations units.
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military request for a lightweight but
very robust mounting solution for
an Aimpoint T-2 and its magnifier.
Spuhr’s solution is both simple yet
innovative. The robust mount for the
red dot also serves as the base for the
quick detachable magnifier mount.

The RDF-20225K mount features
an Aimpoint Micro pattern footprint.
So, any red dot with this mounting
configuration can be attached. The
base features three beefy Torx head
screws to attach it to a MIL STD
1913 rail. Thoughtfully the torque
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THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

You can flip the magnifier down, where it sits slightly to the left of the rifle’s

centerline. (Photo by Ashley Jaderborg)

specification is engraved on the
mount, 45 inch/pounds. The mount I
tested for this review features a 2.25
inch height but a 2.91-inch model is
also available. A rear sight 1s offered
separately, which attaches to the
mount providing a back-up iron sight.

e ¥

S R

equipped with excellent hardware.
The magnifier attaches very securely
with no slop. To attach the magnifier,
you push a cross-bolt located on the
left side of the mount through to the
right, exposing a red O-ring. Then
isert the spigot into the mount and

magnifier 1s fast and simple. If you do
not wish to remove it but want it out
of the way, you can also just rotate
the magnifier down. It then stores just
to the left of the centerline of the rifle,
rather than being flopped noticeably
off-center.

My thoughts? In use the Spuhr
works very well. Complete weight
with Aimpoint T-2 and 3x magnifier
is 17.2 ounces. The 2.25-inch height
facilitates a heads up position for
rapid engagement of targets, especially
while on your feet moving. This height
also works well with head mounted
night vision. Removing the magnifier
provides plenty of room to get behind
the red dot for passive shooting with
a PVS-14 or duals. Removing the
magnifier and stowing it in a pouch,
until needed, reduces weight from the
rifle, and thus shooter fatigue. The
way the magnifier stows to the left
of centerline 1s an advantage over
traditional magnifier mounts, except
Unity Tactical’s Flip-to-Center design.
The Spuhr design tucks the magnifier

MY THOUGHTS? IN USE THE SPUHR WORKS VERY WELL.

Fit, finish and build quality of the

Spuhr RDF-20225K are excellent.
It’s nicely designed, very robust and
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push until it clicks into place. Finally,
push the cross-bolt to the left, locking
the mount into place. Removing the

in so close to the centerline though, I
do not see the Unity design having a
noticeable advantage.

Cons? In my opinion, would be the
2.25-inch height 1s more fatiguing to
use prone than lower mounts. Plus,
['m curious if a very hard impact
could break the mount’s sidewall
retaining the magnifier spigot. Lastly
there 1s the price, and this 1s an
expensive combination. The RDF-
20225K T-2 and magnifier mount has
an MSRP of $410 while the A-0233
back-up iron sight is $70. The T-2
mount by itself is $218 and the match-
ing RDM-20225 30mm magnifier
yoke 1s $202. For more information
visit Spuhr’s exclusive US distributor
at MileHighShooting.com. &

If not needed the magnifier is easily
removed, not the robust mounting
spigot. (Photo by Ashley Jaderborg)
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During a four-hour firefight in
on
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Fallujah, Sergeant Todd Bowers’
ACOG® riflescope stopped a
sniper round and saved his life.
Bowers refused medical evac
and stayed in the fight.

Read his full story at
Trijicon.com/Community.




’” HUSHED TUNES By Patrick Sweeney | Suppressors

makers, I found that the rimfire

offerings were a larger part of pro-
duction. In the case of some compa-
nies, the majority of what they made
and sold. Why? Well, pretty simple,
really. Rimfire suppressors usually
cost less than other calibers, and you
get a lot more quiet for your bucks.

Case in point, the Banish 22. The
Banish 22 is a high-tech rimfire sup-
pressor, but one that sells for not a lot
of money. Made mostly of Titanium,
which makes it both light and strong,
the Banish 22 tips the scales at a
smidge over four ounces. Four ounces.
So, 1t weighs less than the three-
dollar cup (Size: small) of black coffee
at the local drowned-bean-store. It is
disassemblable, as 1t should be and has
to be, if it 1s going to be used on rimfire
firearms. That first. To disassemble,
grab the knurled lug on the back and,
hold the tube tightly, and unscrew the
rear cap. If it has been a while, and
you haven't cleaned it regularly, you
may have to carefully (and I do mean
carefully) place in a padded vise and
get both hands on the tube. Or
even use a plastic strap wrench

I n talking with a bunch of silencer

SILENGER GENTRALS

BANISH 2

It Will Get New Shooters Hooked!

the front cap. The three-lugged tool
nestles into the recess machined in the
front cap. You may have to exert some
force here as well, 1f 1t has gotten to
this point, so be careful. If you lose
the tool, the rear cap is also machined
to act as the wrench to remove the
front cap. Silencer Central thinks

of everything.

Silencer Central did their best to
make it easy for you. The baffles are
machined with a recess and lip. So they
nestle inside of each other. They also
fit snugly inside the tube. These steps
are done to keep the gases, as much as
possible, from getting between the baf-
fles and the interior tube wall. They are
serious enough about this that the rear
cap also nestles over the rear-most baf-
fle, so as to maintain that seal between
the gases and the tube wall. Nothing is
perfect, so you will get gas and powder
residue in-between anyway, which is
why you have to be just about as dili-
gent in cleaning the Banish 22 as you
are any other rimfire suppressor. It will
just be easier to exercise that diligence.
For cleaning, once you have the Banish

The Banish 22 is a
compact, lightweight, Titanium
silencer for use on rimfire firearms.

22 apart, drop the parts into your ultra-
sonic cleaner and let 1t run long enough
to loosen the gunk, then wipe the gunk
off. Reassemble and stash in the safe
until the next range session.

The baffles are also interesting in
their design and construction. The
baffles have indexing lines so you can
get them lined up when you reassemble
the stack. Each baffle has the entry
port machined with a notch at an
angle, to induce turbulence 1n the gas
flow, which knocks the noise down a
bit more than non-turbulence baffles
would. Do you have to line up the
index marks? Not really. The baffles
will fit together even un-indexed, and
while 1t might (and I say might) add
an extra decibel or two to your muzzle
blast, you won’t be able to hear the
difference. It will still be quiet.

All of the baffles, but one, are
identical. The one that differs 1s the

on the tube. (You should have
cleaned it before it got to this
point. ‘Nuff said.)

Now, you can let the
baffles slide out of the tube.
If you've really neglected
cleaning, then you’ll have to
use the included tool (that’s
the red-anodized aluminum
cylinder that came with the
Banish 22) and unscrew
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The rear cap is threaded
12-28 for installing on our
rimfire firearm, and it can
be used as the wrench to
remove the front cap.

The front cap, which you
might not ever have to
remove, is threaded and
machined for the removal
wrench.

This is where you grasp to
unscrew the rear cap. If you
have kept your Banish 22
reasonably clean, you can do
it with your bare hands. If not,
a padded vise and a plastic
strap wrench. Be careful.
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IN HUSHED TONES

—

The baffles are the same except for the
front-most one. That one nestles into
the front cap, to maintain the stack seal.

one that is the last one in the stack
(muzzle end) and it is there so 1t prop-
erly fits to the front cap and seals the
stack to the tube. So that one goes on
the top of the stack, all the others go
in any order you wish.

Now, the Banish 22 1s a rimfire
suppressor, but not just a rimfire sup-
pressor. It is rated for other cartridges
as well, within reason. How about the
.22 Hornet? OK, not a lot of Hornet
shooters these days (Even I don't have
one, imagine that), but were I doing
vermin control in farm country, I'd
be looking at a Hornet to use, and
the Banish 22 would be great there.
22HMR, .17 HMR, even the 5.8x28
are something the Banish 22 can han-
dle. And just when you were thinking
that Silencer Central had made the
Banish 22 cover as much as it possibly
could, I find out that the Banish 22
is full auto rated. Even I had to stop
and think about that. So, I can put my
5.8x28 conversion onto my select-fire
AR-15/M16 lower, and use the Banish
22?7 At the mere thought of that,
the ammo cans in my shop holding
5.8x28 ammo began shivering.

The mounting system is simple: direct
thread. I'm not sure anyone even makes
a QD setup for rimfire, and why would
they? So the rear cap is threaded '2-28,

The rear cap is machined to
maintain the baffle stack seal.
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Put the Banish 22 on a .22LR pistol,
and new shooters will be very happy.
Put a red-dot optic on there, and they

will entertain visions of James Bond exploits.

Here, you can see
the turbulence-
inducing notch
machined on

the entry port

of the baffle.

The disassembly tool is machined to
fit the front cap, and this lets you un-
screw the front cap.

the common .22LR muzzle thread. Be
aware, however, that this is also the
common thread pattern for .223/5.56
and 9mm as well. If you get careless, or
let your buddy assemble things at the
range, getting the Banish 22 on some-
thing chambered in those and touch-
ing off a round will instantly cause
heartache, and lead to a repair bill. Not
Silencer Central’s fault.

Quiet? The .22LR doesn’t make a lot
of noise even when left bare. Oh, 1t 1s
snappy enough to harm your hearing
if you shoot unprotected, but it doesn’t
have a whole lot of horsepower to that
snap—taming muzzle blast on a rimfire
1s pretty easy. Silencer Central makes it
even easier and fun. In testing, Silencer
Central put the Banish 22 on a .22LR
rifle, and got readings below 120 dB.

In case you need a reference point, I
have metered the bolt closing on an
empty chamber of an AR-15 at 125
dB. Silencer Central got readings of
just under 117 dB on the rifle, and from

a Ruger Mark IV, just under 118 dB.
The weight of the Banish 22 is so little
that you won’t notice a change in the
balance of whatever firearm you put 1t
on. Getting back to the beginning, the
cost of shooting has gone up, a lot, but
even as prices have gone up, the cost of
rimfire ammunition has stayed at the
bottom end of the rising prices. You
cannot shoot anything else for as little
as 1t costs to shoot .22LR. And the
recoil 1s minimal, always a good thing
for new shooters.

If you have someone who 1s inter-
ested in shooting, and wants to give
it a try, you start with rimfire. (Unless
you are obnoxious, and want to show
off, and then you deserve to have no
friends. I'm looking at you, the guy
who hands his new girlfriend a .44
Magnum. Don’t be that guy.) A rack
of steel plates at a safe distance, a .22
pistol, and a suppressor, and you will
have them hooked in short order. The
Hollywood-level suppressed sound will
be quieter than the bullet hitting the
steel plates. Once you hear them giggle,
you will know you’ve made a convert.

All this; the Titanium, the excellent
design, the precision manufacturing,
comes at a reasonable list price of
$549. The hardest part of the whole
deal will be the wait. While you wait,
stock up on .22LR, you're going to
need a lot of it. I3

SPECIFICATIONS BANISH 22

OAL: 5.375in.

Net Added
Length:
Diameter:
Material:
Weight:
Finish:

Calibers
Availabi 221 R & smaller

Full-Auto Rated:

Mount System
Available:

MSRP:
Contact:

5in.

1IN,

Titanium

4.1 0z
Cerakote

Yes

¥2-28 direct thread

$549

(888) 781-8778
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THE SPITFIRE SMG

By Will Dabbs, MD

The Accidental Submachine Gun

¥ f—

he era prior to 1968 represented
Tthe Wild West in the American

gun world. There weren’t a great
many rules, and those that were in effect
were not aggressively enforced. Amer-
icans could order firearms through the
mail, and the government sold surplus
M1 carbines and M 1911 pistols directly
to civilians at bargain basement prices.
GI-surplus military arms could be had
cash and carry at Sears.

One of the reasons that machine-
guns are so desirable today 1s simply
that they are forbidden fruit. When
Uncle Sam tells us we aren’t responsi-
ble enough to possess something, that
just ignites a fire in the typical Amer-
ican redneck. However, back in 1968
there was not the sort of artificial
desperation we see these days.

Machineguns have been aggressively
regulated since 1934, and President
Ronald Reagan signing the 1986

— .\ ey
-

‘ g ' N
- .

Firearms Owners Protection Act, with
its Hughes Amendment, put a stop to
machinegun manufacturing for civil-
1ans. The $200 transfer tax i1s a pain
today. It was all but insurmountable
back 1n 1968. As a result, there was a
market for something that looked a
bit Thompson-esque but was legal to
sell without that ghastly transfer tax.
Enter the semiauto open-bolt Spitfire.

Details

There were several variations on
this theme. They sold under the trade
names Commando, Apache, and Eagle
Carbine. However, it was the Spitfire
that was the most controversial.

The Spitfire was made in Phoenix,
Arizona, and looked a bit like a

L A IEIAIRIBRTAIRIEY T

¢

The Spitfire submachine gun was originally sold
as an open-bolt semiauto back in the 1960’s. It
was arguably the easiest gun to convert to full
auto ever marketed commercially.

Thompson SMG in dim light—Iike
very, very dim. Like the Thompson,
it was heavy, awkward, and huge.
However, once you turned the lights up
you realized that this was arguably the
ugliest firearm ever contrived by man.
I mean, this was the Danny DeVito of
guns. If Mick Jagger and Janet Reno
had a baby and that baby was mexpli-
cably a weapon, it would look like this.
Once seen, 1t i1s hard to unsee this thing.

The receiver 1s a large-bore steel tube,
and the bolt is a big honking chunk
of round steel stock. The fire control
assembly and foregrip are roughly-cast
aluminum. The buttstock is standard
Thompson kit. The gun feeds from
unmodified double-column, single-feed
M3 Grease Gun magazines.

There is no charging handle. To
charge the gun, you hook your finger

The Spitfire SMG is big, heavy, awkward, and ugly. These sundry negative attributes make it one of the
cheapest ways to get into the quirky world of transferable full auto weapons today.
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The Spitfire wanted so badly to be a Thompson, but it’s just
not. Aside from the chamberings and general layout of the
thing, the two guns have little to nothing in common. Although The fire control unit on the Spitfire is a rough aluminum cast-
Dabbs has the vertical grip mounted rather forward, typically, ing. This is the only piece of the gun that bears any markings.
these were bolted on toward the rear.

into a slot in the bolt and
tug until it 1s caught by the
sear. The safety doesn’t
work unless the bolt 1s
locked back. All that 1s
great, except for one fasci-
nating mechanical flaw.

The Spitfire’s Superpower

Back then, there were
lots of guns that were easy
to convert to full auto.
Open-bolt semiauto guns
of this era are what first
birthed the pseudo-fiction
that you could just “file
down the sear” to achieve
full auto fire. Believe it or
not, converting the Spitfire was even
easier than that.

To convert a standard, bought-
through-the-mail Spitfire semiauto
carbine to full auto, all one had to

“No kidding, it took me an hour to get the Spitfire reassembled after a basic field-stripping.” The
gun is held together with big Allen screws. It is clearly not meant to be maintained in the field.

do was pull the trigger while simul-
taneously pressing forward on the
safety. Once the trigger depressed the
sear, forward pressure on the safe-

ty pinched the sear in its retracted
position and allowed the bolt to cycle
automatically until the magazine was
empty or the pressure on the safety

The entrails of the Spitfire are ridicu-
lously simple. A very basic design flaw

The Spitfire bolt (bottom) is shown
alongside that of an M3 Grease Gun.
The concept is identical, and both
components are the same diameter.
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made the gun inadvertently selective
fire right from the factory. By trimming
back the tab on the right with a Dremel
(or whatever tool was poplar in the
1960s]), the gun was easily rendered
full auto-only.

The safety on the Spitfire is frankly
ridiculous. It only works when the bolt
is locked to the rear. In the original
semi-auto version, it would cause the
gun to shoot full auto if pressed for-
ward while firing.
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was released. Uncle Sam
was having none of that.
[EDITOR’S NOTE: This
also happened with the
Franchi LF-62 carbine in
the early 1960s; manipulat-
ing its safety also produced
full auto fire. The LF-62
was a semi-auto carbine
version of the LF-57 sub-
machine gun.]

In 1968, the Attorney
General declared that the

This was a series of short
bursts fired offhand at a
range of 12 meters. Despite
being uglier than an inconti-
nent monkey’s butt, the Spit-
fire actually shoots just fine.

semiauto open-bolt Spitfire was in-
deed a machinegun. Owners were giv-
en the option of either surrendering
them to the government or registering
the guns with the Treasury Depart-
ment. I couldn’t determine whether
this was tax-free or required the $200
transfer tax. Regardless, lots of Spit-
fire owners didn’t want the hassle of
NFA registration and just gave their
guns up. Once properly registered, it
was a simple thing to do a little minor
mechanical surgery on the entrails
and render the gun full auto only.
There are no markings whatsoever
on the receiver tube. The serial number
as well as the words, “Semiauto Car-
bine” are embossed into the aluminum
fire control group casting. The left-sided
magazine catch is easy enough to use.
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My gun has this rubber buffer in the
back that speeds up the cyclic rate. The
pressed steel piece on the right is the
original feed ramp. Many Spitfire own-
ers will replace this part with a more
robust machined steel component.

However, the safety is total cheese.
Comprised of a thin stamped bit of
steel similar to the upper handguard
release lever on an AK rifle, this com-
ponent seems terribly insubstantial.

Trigger Time

This particular example has been
completely reliable. The pistol grip 1s
too small and doesn’t fit the human
hand well. Like a Thompson, the
gun’s weird geometry puts the line of
recoil above the buttstock and creates
a wicked twisting moment that con-
tributes to unwanted muzzle climb 1n
the absence of solid technique.

The cyclic rate is spunkier than ex-
pected. The rate of fire for the Grease
Gun 1s a comatose 450 rpm, while
that of a 1928 Thompson is closer to
650 or 700. By contrast, the cyclic rate
of this Spitfire is more in the neigh-
borhood of 800 rpm. However, my
gun has a synthetic buffer behind the
bolt that might be speeding things up
a bit.

The ample mass and front-heavy
design make control manageable but
you have to pay attention. Thompsons
and Grease Guns are fairly forgiving.
The Spitfire, not so much.

Quirks and Eccentricities

Because the Spitfire is just so blasted
homely, it remains one of the cheap-
est transferable machineguns on the
market today. However, a cheap Rolls
Royce yet remains just stupid expen-
stve. | discovered a reference to a guy
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All transferable machineguns cost a holy fortune these days. However, the Spit-
fire is at the low end of the spectrum. It is, however, ridiculously huge and heavy.

who bought a semiauto example new
in the late 1960’s for $110. That would
be about $1,038 in today’s money.
Asking prices these days for the
transferable versions range up to about
$12,000 online. One example
sold at auction in December
of 2023 for a bit more than
$7k. Around $8,000 seems

line. Ungainly, awkward, and as ugly
as your grandfather in a prom dress,
the Spitfire yet remains a gateway
drug into the weird quirky world of
transferable machineguns. &

SPECIFICATIONS SPITFIRE SMG

about right on GunBroker S A

today. That’s crazy, but it’s Overall Length: 37 in.

not out of line for transfer- Barrel Length: 16.25 in.

able machineguns in this Weight (empty): 9.6 lbs.

artificially-inflated market. Action: Open-bolt, Blowback
There’s a fine line be- Full Auto Only

tween vintage open-bolt Magazine Capacity: 30 rounds

semiautos and real-deal Sights: Front/Fi

machineguns. The Spitfire Vol :::JCO-r oo i

just leapt right across that
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SABOT DESIGNS LLC
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S&K SCOPE MOUNTS
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Weatherby MK5

Give us a call at 800-578-9862
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All steel construction All metal construction
* Click adjustable windage & elevation Spring detent adjustable windage & elevation
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* Easy installation Easy installation
Military style rear aperture & front post
* 8" longer sighting radius
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Family Owned & Operated since 2004

(843)332-8222 | www.Tech-SIGHTS.com




T”E WAB GUNS By Paul Scarlata | Historic Military Arms

THE CZECH TEZKY KULOMET VZOR 53

he nation of Czechoslovakia was
founded in 1919 from regions of

the defunct Austro-Hungarian

empire. The former Austrian artillery
workshop at Brno, was located in
Bohemia. Renamed Zbrojovka Brno
(ZB), it began producing military
fircarms for both domestic use and
sale on the international market. The
fledgling Czechoslovak army was
equipped with a miscellany of small
arms of German, Austrian, Russian
and French origin.

The standard Czech medium
machine gun was the ex-Austrian
M. 07/12 Schwarzlose. An antiquated
water-cooled design that had been
modified to fire the 7,92mm naboj
vzor 23 (7.9mm Patron S) and
was reaching the end of its service life.
In the 1930s, two of ZB’s engineers,
Vaclav Holek and Miroslav Rol¢ik,
began working on a replacement using
the lessons of WWI and modern ma-
terials and manufacturing methods.

The resulting gun, the Tézky ku-
lomet vzor 53 (Heavy Machine Gun
Model 53), was a gas-operated, air-
cooled, belt-fed weapon that could be
mounted on a tripod for infantry use
in addition to being adaptable for use
in fortifications and armored vehicles.
It featured a quick-change, heavy,
finned barrel with a conical flash hider
made from alloy steel that allowed
five minutes of firing before it had to
be changed to prevent excessive wear.
It had two rates of fire, 500 and 800
rounds a minute, the latter intended
for anti-aircraft fire.

The gun used a long-stroke gas
piston located below the barrel with a

o2 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025

four-position gas regulator. The breech
block 1s raised to engage a locking
shoulder 1n the roof of the receiver.
The breech block is tipped by a cam-
shaped projection and cuts made on
the bolt carrier/gas piston extension.
The receiver, which houses the
barrel, gas drive and bolt group,
recoils within the outer housing of the

weapon, against its own return spring.
This spring 1s located above the
receiver, just behind the belt feed unit.
This buffered system is designed to
decrease the vibration and peak recoil
transferred to the mounting, partic-
ularly since the gun fires just before
the recoiling mass returns to battery,
which softened the recoil blow.

The weapon was cocked by pressing
down on a release lever, sliding the

-

The fledgling Czech
army’s medium machine
gun was the ex-Austrian
M.07/12 Schwarzlose.
(Rock Island Auction Co.)
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This vzor 53 was produced at ZB under
German control. Note the heavy, finned
barrel, dual spade grips, carrying
handle and high mounted sights.

(Rock Island Auction Co.)

entire trigger housing forward and
then pulling it back. The fire selector
was a pivoting lever on the left side
of the receiver which was put in the
up position for 500 rpm and down for
800 rpm.

The ZB53 used a non-disintegrating
steel belt which was fed from the right
side. The feed is of the single-stage,
push-through type. The biggest draw-
back was that the gun was, like many
other belt-fed systems, prone to jam-
ming in the field and was hampered by
a complex fire selection mechanism.

In 1935, the Czechoslovak army
bought five hundred ZB53 guns for
extended field trials, designating these
the Kulomet vzor 35 (Machine Gun
Model of 1935). After extensive use,
the Army requested a number of
improvements, and finally adopted it in
1937 as the Tézky kulomet vzor 37. In-
fantry machine guns were i1ssued with a
tripod while bunker machine guns with
heavier barrels were marked “O” in the
top of receiver while those intended for
armored vehicles were marked “UV.”

The ZB53 was 1ssued with sev-
eral different styles of tripods, all
were made to the same standards
as the weapon 1itself and, again like
the weapon, were rather complicat-

=-ﬁ'!i‘ ““‘I‘P'

Left side view of the improved

ZB53/MG37 shows the ventilated receiver housing
and selector lever. (Rock Island Auction Co.)
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The feed ramp was located on the right side of the receiver. Note the knurled
adjustment screw of the rear sight. (Rock Island Auction Co.)

A Czech army training poster.

sitting position or standing to provide
high-angle AA fire.

Financial restraints prevented the
Czechs from purchasing very many

ed, heavy and expensive to make,
although comfortable to use. The
tripods were adjustable for height, so
the gunner could adopt a prone or

A4
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A pre-WWII Czech soldier firing a vzor 37 machine gun.
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Nationalist Chinese soldiers with vzor 35s.

This left side view shows the German markings
“M.G. 37(t).” (Rock Island Auction Co.)

The German SS used large numbers of Maschinengewehre 37 (t).

The vzor 53’s
tripod was as
complicated and
heavy as the
gun itself.

guns, so the ZB53 was
widely exported. Pre-war
buyers of this weapon
included China, Iran, Ro-
mania, and Yugoslavia, as
well as other European and
South American countries.'
It is worthy of note that
about two thirds of the en-
tire production of the ZB53
was exported.

After Czechoslovakia
was “incorporated” into
Nazi Germany in 1938,
production continued at
ZB — renamed Waffenw-
erke Briinn — and the gun
was given the Fremden
Gerat designation Schweres
Maschinengewehre 37(t).
They also saw wide use by
Walffen SS units and were
also purchased by Germa-
ny’s “allies” Bulgaria and
Romania. In 1941, the Ger-
mans relocated production
from Waffenwerke Briinn

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

-

“ to a facility in the city
of Vsetin.?

The British Government
adopted a modified ZB53 in 1939 for
use in armored vehicles as the Gun,
Machine, 7.92 m/m, BESA, Mark I.
Being the Czechs designed the ZB353
around the 7,9mm rimless cartridge, the
British avoided having to redesign the
gun by producing their versions in the
same caliber (British designation:
Cartridge S.A. Ball 7.92 m/m Mark 1z).

The Mark II version, license
produced by BSA in Birmingham
as opposed to ZB’s Mk I, entered
service in June 1940. The design was
modified to be more rapidly and
economically produced and three sim-
plified models, the Mark II*, Mark
II1 and Mark III*, entered service
in August 1943. All those versions
had a selector to give a high rate of
fire (750-850 rounds per minute) for
close combat or focused targets or a
low rate of fire (450-550 rounds per
minute) for long-range combat or
area targets.

The largest WWII user of the vzor 35 was Germany’s ally
Romania.
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THE WAR GUNS

In 1939, the British army adopted the ZB53 as the
Gun, Machine, 7.92 m/m, BESA.

The Mark IIT and Mark IIT* ver- tured 59,322 guns during WWII. They

sions did away with the selector and remained in service well into the 1960s.

had simplified parts that were incom- Kulomet vzor 53 and BESA guns
patible with the Mark II. The BESA saw wide use before, during and after
had a fixed low rate of fire or 450-550  WWII. After WWII, production
rpm and a high rate of 760-850 rpm. resumed at ZB until the 1950s and

British guns were produced by Bir- they saw service in conflicts, large and
mingham Small Arms Limited (BSA) small, around the world.
and were given the designation BESA During this post-WWII period, they
Mark II, III, III*. Production com- were used by both British troops and
menced in 1939 and BSA manufac- Jewish freedom fighters during the

1947-1949 Palestine war; Korean War;
Second Arab Israeli War, Lebanese

1948. A Jewish fighter manning a vzor
Post WWII Czech troops with vzor 35. 53 during the Arab-Israeli war.

=

[ —

Nigerian Federal troops with vzor 53 machine guns captured from the Biafrans.

o8 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025

British soldiers training with
the BESA machine gun.

Civil War; Portuguese troops used them
during the National Liberation wars

in Mozambique and Angola; numbers
were used by the Vietcong and North
Vietnamese early in the Vietnam con-
flict; Cuban troops used them during
the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion; and they
saw use by Biafran forces in the Nigeri-
an civil war (1967-1970). &2

| https://modernfirearms.net/en/machineguns/czech-
republic-machineguns/zb-53-vz-37-eng/

2 https://www.militaryfactory.com/smallarms/detail.
php?smallarms_id=1058

TEZKY KULOMET VZOR 53

Caliber: 7,92mm néboj vzor 23
Overall Length: 435 in.
Barrel Length: 29 in.

Weight: 46 Ibs. (gun only)
Feed System: 225 rd. metaliic beit

Sights: Front: Tapered post
Rear: U notch adj.
from 200 to 2500 m

ROF: 500 & 800 mpm.

GUN, MACHINE, 7.92 M/M,
BESA, MARK I

Caliber: Cartridge S.A. Ball
7.92 m/m Mark 12

Overall Length: 43.5in.
Barrel Length: 29 in.
Weight: 47 Ibs.
Feed System: 225 rd. metalic belt
Sights: None
ROF: 450 & 850 rpm




Blades of a Feather

A 12-inch knife of distinction at ONLY $49!

q s one of the largest purveyors of collectible knives in the country,
you can trust Stauer to give you the best knife for your money.
Case in point: The Blades of a Feather Knife — a remarkable hunting

and adventure knife with an even more remarkable price.

This is the kind of knife people flock to. Stduet"
This stick tang knife boasts a stainless steel blade with a "mPOSSi'bIe Plh
scalloped edge thart gives it a distinct feathered appearance. ¥
This “feathered” edge is more than a striking aesthetic touch;

it enhances the knife’s performance by creating air pockets in
the spaces. These air pockets prevent shredding and allow for

a cleaner, smoother cut. Consider it your edge up.

Recalling the days of the great American frontier, this knife’s

artisan handle is crafted of natural bone, redwood and

brown Pakkawood. It’s a great addition to your collection, and will
prove a trusty companion for all your outdoor adventures from hunting
and fishing to camping and hiking. It also makes one heck of a letter
opener. Plus, by making the call today, you are guaranteed to receive
a genuine leather sheath in the deal.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your hands,
wear it on your hip, inspect the impeccable craftsmanship. If you
don't feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a
complete refund of the item price.

We invite you to join the hundreds of thousands of Stauer knife
collectors who appreciate a fine blade along with a fine deal. We assure

you, you ll be in good company. Don't let this beauty slip through your

fingers. Call today!

What Stauer Clients
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. Our Knives
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&q ” Call today and you’ll “This knife
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leather sheath! | " — J., La Crescent, MN
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“The feel of this knife
IS unbelievable... this

Knife Specifications:
e Stainless steel stick tang blade: 12" overall length

* Natural bone, redwood & brown Pakkawood handle | J IS an incredibly hn?
instrument.

Blades of a Feather Knife -$249- $49* + S&P Save $200 -l Aiids 0
California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding / ’ '
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

"Special price only for customers wsing the offer code | ]OIN THE OVER

1-800-333-2045 [y e

Your Insider Offer Code: BFK139-02

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. BFK139-02, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauer.com
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POF’s BASE rifle is meant to be an entry-level
AR with everything you need and nothing you
don’t, offering a number of upgrades.

(Andy Grossman)

P-15 BASE RIFLE

A Solid Foundation

By James Tarr

P

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

eople don’t understand just how much things have
changed 1n the firearms market in a relatively short
period of time. The “War on Terror” started in 2001,
which was not that long ago, but at the time there were truly
only a handful of AR-15 manufacturers. Colt was the big
name, and owned the military contracts and LE market,
but they weren’t putting out anything innovative, because
they didn’t have to. The other AR companies in existence at
the time, or that sprung up shortly afterward, had to make
a name for themselves making different or better products.
POF USA, started in 2002, is one of those companies.

Patriot Ordnance Factory, founded by Frank DeSomma,
manufactured its own unique design of gas-piston-operated
ARs, and it is the success of their gas piston guns which has
kept them a household name in the AR industry for over
twenty years. This article is about their new BASE rifle. It
isn’t their first direct gas impingement rifle, but the BASE
1s built to be a “price point” rifle, giving you everything you
need and nothing you don’t, at an affordable price, from a
well-known, established, proven manufacturer. And it fea-
tures a number of unique parts POF has designed/developed
over the years to enhance reliability and durability.

The most popular AR-15 variant in the U.S. currently
is a carbine version of the original 20-inch-barreled rifle
design—it usually has a collapsible stock and roughly
16-1nch barrel free-floating inside some type of aluminum
handguard, for a short, light, and handy rifle, and that’s
exactly what you get with the POF P-15 BASE.

The 16.5-inch barrel has a 5.56 x 45mm NATO chamber,
1s 4150 CrMoV steel with 5R rifling, has a 1:8" twist, mid-
length gas system, and a black nitride finish. It also has
POF’s E2 fluted chamber, which I'll get to later.

If you’re new to the AR market, let me dive into those
barrel details, as POF has made some smart decisions.
While the military currently uses a 1:7" twist, the 1:8 1s
thought to be the best all-around twist choice, allowing
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you to accurately shoot everything from the lightest to the
heaviest bullets. Originally, 16-inch barreled carbines used
the seven-inch carbine-length gas system developed for 10-
to 11.5-inch SBRs, but in the past decade or so we’ve seen
a move away from that toward the nine-inch mid-length
gas system. This slightly reduces the speed of the gas
working the action, giving you a softer recoil impulse, and
a slower bolt speed tends to increase bolt life.

The muzzle 1s threaded the standard '2"x 28, and tipped
with an A2 flash hider. The barrel has a medium-slender
profile, which helps to keep the weight down. Unloaded,
this rifle tips the scales at 6 Ibs., 2 0z, and with the stock
fully extended balances at the forward takedown pin. For a
rifle this length, 1t 1s very light, which I think is great—no
unnecessary weight.

Tucked under the handguard 1s a low-profile gas block with
a nitrided finish. The gas block is secured in place via two set
screws that are set into dimples machined into the barrel, then
aggressively staked so that they physically can’t back out. I've
seen staked gas block screws before, but I've never seen them
staked this aggressively, and I like it—there 1s zero chance
this gas block 1s going to migrate. This 1s also important—if
your AR is going to malfunction, chances are it will be due

POF’s BASE rifle is a
no-frills lightweight AR
with a 16.5-inch barrel
and an MFT stock on a
six-position extension.
It was light, handy, and
surprisingly accurate.
(Andy Grossman)

to a problem with the gas system, and chances are that’s due
to a problem with the gas block out of position. Running a
rifle with a gas block that absolutely physically can’t migrate
eliminates the potential for that problem.

The barrel free floats inside a 15-inch lightweight alu-
minum handguard. It has M-LOK accessory slots at 3, 6,
and 9 o’clock which allow you to quickly and easily mount
any accessories you desire—lights, foregrips, rail covers
for looks/traction/heat insulation, etc. There are dimples
machined into the handguard which add looks but also, a
tiny bit, improve the grippability of the handguard.

There is a continuous MIL STD 1913 *“Picatinny”
rail along the top of the handguard, as well as the up-
per receiver, so you have no shortage of space to mount
iron sights, optics, lasers, or anything else. Width of the
handguard is 1.6-inches, and it i1s two inches tall from
the bottom to the top of the rail. That puts this about on
average with the usual “narrow” AR handguards, which
feel great under your hand, but put your hand closer to the
gas block. After a fast magazine or two, you’ll start to feel

(Andy Grossman)

.

The handguard features M-LOK
accessory mounting slots, and
some dimpling for improved
looks and handling.

The gas block set screws were aggres-
sively staked, so you won’t have to
worry about that gas block migrating.
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the heat. Hand stops, foregrips, and rail covers all help to
protect your support hand or move it away from the heat
and add a touch of style and personalization to your rifle.

Personally, I don’t use vertical foregrips as such but rath-

er as hand stops, and a great tool to push/pull against a

barrier to stabilize the rifle while shooting, and reduce and/

or eliminate recoil, depending on how much weight you're

putting into the gun. As for rail covers, my current favorite

are the HTP (polymer) models from RailScales, which are
offered in several different colors and texture patterns.
The upper and lower receiver are billet forged alumi-
num, standard MilSpec design, with a black anodized
finish. They have all the expected features and controls—
single-sided selector, magazine release, forward assist, and
brass deflector. The bolt catch features an enlarged and
serrated lower section to make 1t a bit easier to lock the
bolt back. The charging handle is a standard GI design.
The magazine well is standard GI on the outside, but
on the interior has more of an aggressive bevel to ease
your reloads. The lower receiver also sports a standard GI
trigger guard and A2 pistol grip. Both of these are easy
to swap out if you prefer something different, and that’s

The rifle comes with Mission
First Tactical’s Minimalist
Stock as well as a 30-round
MFT polymer magazine.
(Andy Grossman)
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the great thing about the AR-15 design in general and
the BASE specifically—this is a great base rifle (hence the
name), and if and when you decide you want to change/
upgrade/add things, it’s generally quick and easy.

The AR-15 is like LEGOs for men—you can swap out
every part on the gun using simple hand tools, and when
accessorizing them you usually won’t need anything other
than a screwdriver or Allen wrench. Its modularity, ease
of personalization and upgrade, 1s one of the reasons it 1s
the most popular rifle in America over sixty years after its
introduction, and still the main battle rifle of our military.
The others are that it 1s light, handy, reliable, and has very
little recoil.

The POF USA logo is proudly machined into the left side
of the lower receiver, where you'll see that this rifle, like all of
POF’s products, was made in Arizona. I like the clean robust
logo as well as the pictograph markings for the selector.

A quick note about the controls—ambidextrous/bilat-
eral controls are popular with a certain crowd of people,
and you can find all sorts of “upgraded™ controls like
45- (instead of 90-) degree selectors
on the market. They can be useful, to
a certain degree, but I grew up with
standard Mil-Spec ARs and even
when I'm testing a gun with ambi
controls I never use them. You're not
missing anything by not having them
as a general rule. The only specific
upgrade I always recommend to GI-
style controls 1s an oversize charging
handle, but then again, I'm a picky,
snobby gunwriter with a competition
shooting background.

On the left side of the upper receiv-
er, you'll see a lowercase E surrounded
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Tarr liked the machined logo in the lower receiver. The E
logo in the upper receiver indicates the BASE features POF’s
E2 fluted chamber meant to aid ejection. (Andy Grossman)

in white, POF’s logo for their E2 (E-squared) chamber flut-
ing, which 1s really interesting. POF’s “E2 dual-extraction
technology™ 1s a fancy name for a fluted chamber. To aid
extraction, four small channels are cut into the chamber.
That allows a small amount of gas from the fired case to
come back against the neck, breaking any potential seal
against the chamber and pushing backward at the same
time. This drastically reduces the load on the extractor.

Fluted chambers are nothing new; anyone who has ever
examined a case fired out of an HK 91 or clone and seen
the black stripes down the side has seen the results of a
fluted chamber. However, fluted chambers in the AR world
are not common at all. Considering the 5.56 NATO 1s a
small, high-pressure cartridge, and inexpensive steel-cased
ammo which tends to stick in chambers is very popular,
fluting an AR chamber seems like a smart move, and a
nice extra in an inexpensive AR-15.

Gas-piston ARs were cool, new, and hot after POF en-
tered the market, then fell out of fashion, now are back in
fashion (HK’s 416, SIG’s MCX, etc.) simply because that
piston operation keeps gas out of the user’s face when run-
ning a suppressor, and most elite units these days are doing
everything with suppressed rifles. When i1t came to gas
piston ARs, POF was leading the way, and they learned a
few lessons, from which this rifle has benefitted.

POF’s patented roller cam pin is a nice upgrade to the
otherwise standard bolt carrier group.
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With a standard AR-15, the gas comes back into the
receiver and pushes against the carrier. With a piston gun,
it 1s the piston which moves the carrier, and that piston
action was found to be a little harder/more abrupt on the
action/bolt carrier, and caused the carrier to tilt down at
the rear. POF redesigned the carrier a bit to reduce tilt po-
tential, and also developed a new cam pin, which you’ll see
in the BASE. POF’s improved cam pin is an NP3 roller de-
sign which reduces friction and drag in the action—again,
a nice and unexpected upgrade on a “price-point” gun.

Behind the bolt carrier is a standard carbine buffer and
spring inside a six-position buffer tube that POF didn’t
source from a supplier but rather manufactured them-
selves, as they do almost all the parts on this gun. This
1s POF’s Anti-Tilt Buffer Tube which is extended a small
distance at the bottom front, inside the lower receiver. It is
designed to ensure that the bolt carrier 1s always supported
by the buffer tube even when the carrier is fully forward,
designed originally for their piston guns. It also features
three drain holes at the bottom rear.

Other than the improved roller cam pin the bolt carrier
group is built to meet Mil-Spec, with a nitride coating, and
you’'ll see the gas key is properly staked. Inside the lower
receiver 1s a Gl-style trigger group. POF says it is a Mil-
Spec trigger group, and I know what they mean, but that
description is not technically accurate—there is no Mil-
Spec for a semi-auto AR trigger group. All the military
trigger groups are select-fire. What they mean 1s this trigger
group follows the basic design, and provides the standard
single-stage trigger pull.

GlI-style trigger pulls are generally five to seven pounds,
with a long single-stage pull that you can only hope isn’t
gritty. They will lighten and smooth over time. Luckily,
commercial rifles like the POF are more accurate and
have better trigger pulls than the rifles being supplied to

POF’s buffer tube extends forward further than standard, so
the rear of the bolt carrier is cradled at all times. Note the
polymer screws in the lower receiver which can be utilized
to tension the lower and upper receivers.



The bolt catch has an enlarged lower section to more easily lock
the bolt back. Tarr likes the pictograph markings on the receiver.

our military. The trigger pull on the BASE was relatively
smooth, with a rolling break, total pull weight 6.0 Ibs,
although it felt lighter than that.

It wasn’t until I cracked open the gun that I saw the low-
er receiver was fitted with two Teflon screws which can be
adjusted to eliminate rattle between the upper and lower
receivers. Again, a nice extra that you don’t expect and
generally don’t see on inexpensive/base/entry level ARs.

The castle nut 1s properly staked. The stock supplied on
the rifle 1s Mission First Tactical’s (MFT) Battlelink Min-
imalist stock. When it was introduced, it was the lightest
AR stock on the market at under six ounces, although I'm
not sure it still holds that title. It features a rubber buttpad
and slots for a sling, and one QD socket tucked out of
sight on the underside. A lot of people like it because it
isn’t just light and feature-rich but quite strong for how

skeletonized it 1s.
L e =
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The BASE disassembles like
any other standard AR, the only
difference is the top of the

cam pin is round, not square.
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The POF BASE has standard forged upper and lower receivers,
with an anodized finish. It does not come with any sights.

To go along with the MFT stock, the rifle 1s supplied
with one 30-round MFT magazine. I have very minimal
experience with the MFT magazines, but this one worked
fine during testing. If youre going to buy extra magazines
(and you should, you can never have too many, why don’t
you have more AR magazines, don’t you love your mother?
Don’t you love freedom and America?) I recommend
Gl-contract aluminum magazines with Magpul followers,
or Magpul Gen M2 and M3 magazines. While those are all
very good, the Magpul Gen M3 magazines are now con-
sidered the standard for reliability, and if your gun doesn’t
work with one of them, the problem is your gun.

The BASE does not come with any iron sights or optic,
and I don’t feel a defensive rifle deserves the name unless
it has some sort of sighting system on it that will work
even if your batteries are dead, whether that’s backup iron
sights or an optic with something other than a dot reticle.
For all of my shooting but accuracy testing I topped the
BASE with an EOTECH EXPS3, and if this was my rifle,
I'd pair that with flip-up irons so that I had something to
aim with when (not if) my optic’s batteries died.

The above 1s one reason why I prefer Magpul pistol grips
to the provided A2 pistol grip on this rifle. In addition
to the annoying finger groove on the A2 grip, which fits
almost no one, the Magpul grip has an interior storage
area. I like to put spare batteries (inside a Ziploc, for water
resistance) inside the grip. If at some point you want to
swap out the pistol grip on your AR, all you'll need is an
Allen wrench (or a flathead screwdriver, depending on the
type of screw they used).

['ve got an acquaintance who thinks no rifle meant for
defensive/social use is complete until it wears a sling and
a white light. I don’t necessarily agree, but gratefully the
“slingers™ are incrementally more rational than the guys
who think everyone should be carrying a tourniquet and
screeching that “your car 1sn’t a holster,” usually while
appendix-carrying a loaded gun that is pointed at their
reproductive organs. But I digress.
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For engaging targets both near and far, Tarr topped the rifle with

If you do decide to mount a sling or light to the BASE
the problem 1sn’t a lack of choices, it honestly might be
that there are too many, especially if you’re new to AR
ownership. Look around, surf the retailers, maybe watch
a few videos, and talk to people (friends, gun store
employees, whatever) about types and brands they
recommend. It’s hard to go wrong no matter which sling
you choose. Simple two-point slings got us through World
War II. As for lights, Surefire and Streamlight are the
two biggest names, and ModLite 1s making a name for
themselves, but all of those are expensive purchases. If
you’re on a budget, buy a handheld flashlight with a
1-inch diameter body (Surefire G2 or similar), put it in
an inexpensive VTAC mount, and you're good to go,
out the door, for maybe $75.

When heading to the range I was expecting
no surprises, and that’s exactly what I got. It’s

the EOTech EXPS3-DCR, Danger Close Reticle. (Andy Grossman)

not 1985 anymore, when unless it was a Colt you weren’t
sure your AR was going to run reliably. These days, 1f an
AR 1sn’t 100% reliable, there’s something wrong with it. Or
you’re using garbage magazines. Here’s a tip—no ProMag
magazines, and no AR magazines that have bodies you
can see through unless they’re Lancer AWMSs or the new
Magpul T-Mag—and that’s just an assumption on the
Magpul, as they’re new and I haven’t actually been able to
test one yet.

The first opportunity I had to shoot this rifle was during
the photoshoot for the cover of this magazine. This 1s not
precision shooting—you strike a heroic pose, trying not
to look sad because they won't let you wear your favorite
Hawaiian shirt, suck in your gut, flex your biceps, and

PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY’S P-15 BASE RIFLE

Bullet Best / Avg

Group (in.)

Velocity
Weight (gr.) (fps) Sl RS

223 REMINGTON
American Eagle FMJ 55 2,806 | 30| 41| 1.01/1.46
Hornady V-Max 55 2,880 | 26 | 40| 1.23/1.58
Federal Fusion 62 2852 |20 |32 | 0.67/087
5.56 NATO
Winchester Valor M855 62 2848 | 26 | 42| 1.0871.31
Black Hills TMK 77 | 2745 | 15|27 | 0577074

Accuracy resulits are the averages of four five-shot groups at 100 yards

The best group out of the rifle was this 0.57" group
using Black Hills’ 77-grain TMK. The rifle was won-
derfully accurate with ammunition it liked.
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from a sandbag/rifle rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured
with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzie.




RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC.

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com
HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

'WANTED!

ALL TYPES OF QUALITY LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE!
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

ESTATE AND MACHINE GUN APPRAISALS!
BEFORE SELLING YOUR GUNS, PLEASE CALL ME TO MAKE SURE YOU ARE GETTING THE MOST FOR THEM!
CONSISTENTLY PROVIDING EXCELLENT AND DISCREET SERVICE
& FAIRLY PRICED HIGH QUALITY MACHINE GUNS SINCE 1985!
ATTORNEY AVAILABLE FOR TRUST OR ESTATE MATTERS.

100% of the Agreed Price Before You Ship Your Guns! You Will Never Have To Wait Until | Sell Your Guns in Order to Be
Paid!100% Risk, Worry & Hassle Free Transactions! Avoid the Uncertainty of Consignment or Brokering! Specializing in
Investment Grade Transferable Machineguns! Specialist in Law Enforcement Purchases and Cashless Trades!

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!




PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY’S P-15 BASE RIFLE

The POF BASE is lightweight at only six
pounds and two ounces. (Andy Grossman)

then mag-dump into a berm while the photographer (in
this case the ultra-talented Andy Grossman) runs the
camera and tries to capture flying brass and muzzle flash
and your manly, steely-eyed gaze. I immediately noticed
one thing, and Andy picked up on it too—the BASE had
amazingly consistent ejection. Every case heading out the
ejection port landed darn near in the same spot, at about
two o’clock of my position and five feet away. I could have
put down a bucket and caught all of the cases. Consistency
is good, it means every part in the rifle is doing the same
thing each time. It was also, I presume, a tribute to quality
ammo, which 1n this case was American Eagle 55-grain
FMJ, which gave its life so I could look cool killing dirt.

The rifle was very flat shooting, with very minimal re-
coil. Some of this is due to the mid-length gas system, but
it also shows that the BASE is a well-balanced product.
For the photo shoot and for fun later at the range, banging
steel and perforating silhouettes near and far, working on
my presentations, target transitions, and speed at “extend-
ed urban” distances, I topped the rifle with the EOTech
EXPS3-DCR reticle (EOTechInc.com). The DCR—
Danger Close Reticle—removes the bottom portion of the
circle in the circle/dot reticle and replaces it with a chev-
ron, which you use as your aiming point at seven yards and
in. I'm aware of the 1rony (or maybe a stronger word) of
topping a $999 rifle with a $789 optic

This rifle is set up for defensive/tactical purposes more
than anything else, and you’ll be hard pressed to find any
police department in the country that shoots their rifles out
past 50 yards during training, in part because it’s very hard
to justify defensive use beyond those distances. But that
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t practice at distance, at least just
to see how your rifle groups. And to understand your drop.
And improve your confidence—if you know you can hit
something 300 yards away, a 40-yard shot 1s a gimmee.
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With a 50-yard zero, depending
on your ammo choice, you'll be
within a couple inches of point
of aim/point of 1mpact out to 250
yards or so. Or, at least, you should
be. But until you shoot out that far
you don’t know for sure.

With a non-magnified red dot
and a good, supported position
and just an averagely-accurate AR
you can hammer silhouettes out to
and beyond 300 yards all day long,
but 1t’s much easier to see, and
thus do tighter groups, with some
magnification. So, I used a big
Leupold 3-18X scope when doing
all of my accuracy testing, and
when I stretched the BASE out to
200 yards. I tested the two most

accurate loads—Black Hills” 77-grain TMK and Federal’s
62-grain Fusion—at 200 yards. There was only a slight in-
crease in MOA at that distance and that was probably due
to the wind gusts I was having to deal with that day.

It’s a rare commercial AR that won’t do 1-2 MOA with
ammo it likes, and my sample BASE was significantly
more accurate than that with nearly half the loads I tested.
POF’s BASE model seems to be more than an entry-level
AR 1n every way but name. &l

PATRIOT ORDNANCE FACTORY’S P-15 BASE RIFLE
5.56 NATO

6 Ibs., 2 oz

33.0 in. (stock collapsed),
36.25 In. (stock extended)

Forged aluminum

Black anodized

16.5 in. CRMOV, 1/8 in., mid-length
gas system

Gas Block:

Low profile, staked

Mil-Spec, roller cam pin, nitride coated

Muzzle Device:

A2, threaded 1/2x28

MFT Minimalist Stock

Pistol Grip:

A2

Handguard:

15 in. M-LOK compatible

Charging Handle:

Gl

Single stage, 6.0 Ibs. (as tested)

None

Sights:

30-round MFT magazine

MSRP:

$999.00

(623) 561-9572, POF-USA.com




For the Man Who Gives
Everything and Expects Nothing

f youre anything like my dad, you give your family everything.
Your name, your time, your values — the people in your Sl-llli:'t"

life know they can depend on you for practically anything. In ""Ptai':}b[l.c Price
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exchange for imparting all of this energy and experience, you
expect nothing in return.

The point? You deserve to treat yourself once in a while.
You do so much for the people you care about. Now it’s
time to focus on you for just a few minutes. That's where
the Men’s Due Volta Watch comes in. This astonishing
innovation provides a digital readout that’s powered by
a precise quartz engine, combining both analog and

digital timekeeping.

Outhitted with a stopwatch, alarm, a.m./p.m.
settings, and day, date and month complications,
this timepiece stands out from the crowd. With

its large face and handsome, masculine design,

this watch is perfect for the back nine and the
happy hour afterwards. Water-resistant up to

3 ATM, this timepiece wont wimp out if

you have a run-in with a water hazard.

Other hybrid watches can sell for
thousands of dollars, but because we've
built more than 1 million watches, we
know how to create real value. That's why
we can offer this timepiece for just $59!
If you're not completely satisfied with this
watch, return it for a full refund.

Act quickly! This one-of-a-kind watch has
been one of our fastest sellers this year. Of
our original run of 2,872, we only have 389 left
for this ad! In the last couple of years there’s been

a watch shortage, but Stauer has got you covered. If
you're the kind of man who gives everything and expects
nothing in return, it’s time to treat yourself.

Watch Specifications:

e Complications: stopwatch, alarm, a.m./p.m. settings,
and day, date and month

* Precision movement chronograph

* Stainless steel caseback and crown

e Water-resistant to 3 ATM
Men’s Due Volta Watch %399- $59* + S&P Save $320

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

JOIN MORE THAN | MILLION smarT

1-800-333-2045 PEOPLE WHO OWN STAUER WATCHES

Your Insider Offer Code: DVW269-03

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. DVW269-03, Burnsville, MN 55337 www.stauer.com
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The SFx Rival-S is easy to
shoot, and soft in recoil.

THE CANIK

SFx RIVAL-S PISTO

Everything You Need!

By Patrick Sweeney
sually when you buy a new pistol, you get the pistol, an
u owner’s manual, a lock and the box it came in. Some-
times you get a spare magazine. Well, Canik goes more
than an extra mile, they go pretty much the whole road.

The test pistol here is the Canik SFx Rival-S, an all-steel
hi-cap 9mm pistol meant for, well, pretty much everything.
Canik has been tearing up the competition circuit of late,
in part because of the reasonable cost, the accuracy, the re-
liability and especially the very good trigger they all have.
Right out of the box, the various Canik models are ready
for use, a bonus not to be overlooked.

When you open the box with your new SFx Rival (I test-
ed the “S” which is the chromed steel version), you see the
pistol and extras in the insets of the foam interior. That’s
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just the first layer. You’ll see the pistol, an extra magazine,
two extra backstraps, an extra magazine funnel, and two
extra magazine baseplates. Oh, and the little clone Canik
that 1s in the case? That holds the tools and some extra
goodies to use in building your Canik. Why all the extras?
Because you want to make your Rival yours. So, you can
swap backstraps to fit it to your hand. You can swap maga-
zine well funnels to suit your needs, competition or every-
day carry. And you can swap magazine baseplates to match
the mag funnels. Small for the small funnel and EDC, large
for competition and the large competition funnel.

The foam 1s pre-cut for an extra magazine (of which Canik
has plenty on the web page) and for a red-dot optic mounted
on your Rival, but stick your fingers into the cutouts, and
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The top layer of the lockable case your SFx Rival-S comes The second layer of the case, loaded with more extras.
in. Lots of goodies there, and more underneath.

lift the top tray. Woah. The second tray holds a
holster, a magazine loading tool, cleaning tools,
and five of the seven different plates for adapting
a red-dot optic to your Rival. Oh, and a lock for
the trigger guard. An owner’s manual? That is
tucked into the slot in the cover over the top tray,
the one you lifted and set aside without looking,
being so eager to see the Rival-S. (At least, I
did.) Bonus: the owner’s manual 1s accompanied
by a set of cards telling you what size tools fit
which screws on the Rival, the tools you found
in the little Canik clone. Okay, there are lots of
goodies 1n the lockable hard-side luggage con-
tainer it comes in, but what 1s i1t?

First, it 1s an all-steel full-sized Canik. That

The Rival-S and the magazines, mag funnels,

means it is on the heavy side, but that’s the way backstraps and magazines that come with it.
competition shooters have gone

of late. (Well, for a few years now, [N

really.) In the high-speed shooting . - S SN Pae g ]

that 1s IPSC/USDPSA, there are
three things that determine your
time. They are footwork, transi-
tions and recoil management. Foot-
work you have to handle yourself,

On the right side
you can see the ambi

with practice and actually being The Canik SFx Rival-S, slide stop, takedown

in shape. However, the transitions the chromed version, is pads, the straigljt trigger
all steel, all performance and the aggressive looks

(from target to target, and array and all a bargain. of the Rival-S.

to array) and recoil management
(shot-to-shot) can be done faster
with some weight to the pistol. It may seem counter-intuitive, unlocking weight, which softens felt recoil, plus you need

where you'd think, “A light gun gets me from one to the less powder. “Less powder?” you ask. Simple: a five-inch
other faster,” but there’s the matter of the microseconds of barrel gets you up to the threshold of Power Factor with
settling down to get an accurate shot. Weight helps, until less powder than a shorter one does. Your PF 1s measured
it doesn’t. Well, the 42 ounces empty weight of the Rival-S by the bullets velocity, but the felt recoil you experience is
dampens felt recoil. A lot. generated by the bullet weight and the powder weight as
Add to that, the five-inch barrel and it cuts down felt well. An example: a 147-grain FMJ (typical bullet weight
recoil even more. The longer slide and barrel add to the for the 9mm 1n competition) needs 3.4 grains of Titegroup
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4 The selection
of red-dot optics
adapter plates
that comes with
the Rival-S. If you
can’t mount your
dot with one of
these, maybe get
another dot.

» The controls
of the Rival-S,
with the flat trig-
ger, mag button,
ambi slide stop
levers and the
takedown tab.

The slide has plenty of cocking serrations, and the front
sight is held on in a dovetail on the top of the slide.

The owner’s manual is accompanied by cards describing how
to modify your Canik, and what tools you’ll need. (Included in
the little Canik clone.)

The rear sight is
in a removable
plate that comes
off when you want
to mount an optic.

The ejection port
is big, and the
extractor stout, so
empties will get
gone as expected.
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to make Minor with a cushion. A 124-grain bullet needs
4.0 grains. While your bullet scoots out the muzzle, the
powder jets like a rocket nozzle, at something on the order
of 5,000 fps. Both loads generate 130PF measured at the
chrono, but the 147-grain bullet generates a 147PF to your
hand, while the 124-grain bullet delivers a 150PF to your
hand. When stages are won or lost by a tenth of a second,
that extra 3PF per shot can add up. So, a five-inch barrel.

When 1t comes to cocking serrations, the idea is to have
grippy stuff that works in the place you will be most likely
to be grabbing. Well, the Rival-S tops all of the contenders,
with cocking serrations...everywhere. OK, almost every-
where, there aren’t any alongside the ejection port area of
the slide, but, front and back, both sides, and on top, that
pretty much covers all the available locations. Oh, and both
for making the bushingless slide the correct mass for cycling,
and to add in the non-slip grip ensemble, there are slots
milled through the slide to the barrel. There’s still room for a
dovetail front sight, and an adjustable rear sight set into the
removable plate for the red-dot optic. If you want to install
a dot, remove the two screws holding the rear sight assembly
onto the slide. Select the correct adapter plate from the five
in the box, and then get to work fitting and bolting on your
dot. The owner’s manual will tell you which plate goes with
which dot. If you happen to be a fan of a dot for which the
plate didn’t come in your box, then contact Canik and get
the plate, or change dots. Each plate has a threaded hole for
the included table prop. This is for “table starts” where you
don’t draw your firearm but pick 1t up off of the table.
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The back of the slide has a plate
holding the striker parts in, and
there’s a clearance hole for the striker
indicator. If you see 1t in the hole, the
striker 1s cocked.

On the steel frame there are plenty
of controls. First, there are ambidex-
trous slide stop levers, plus a dual-tab
takedown button. While we're here,
let’s go over that. If you've taken
apart pretty much any striker-fired
pistol, you know the drill. Unload, re-
move the magazine, and ease the slide
forward. Then pinch the slide back
enough to relieve tension of the recoil assembly and pull
down on the disassembly tabs on both sides. Ease the slide
forward, dry fire, and the slide comes off. Well, 1t comes off
not all straight forward. Move it forward a bit, then lift it
up off of the frame. To reassemble, press it down onto the
frame at that same point, then run the slide back. Once
you give it a few practice runs, you’ll get the knack for the
exact location this takes.

The recoil spring assembly comes out of the slide like any
other pistol, as does the barrel. The barrel has an integral
feed ramp, and it locks into the slide using the ejection port,
but it also has longitudinal slots milled on its exterior. These
slots decrease the surface area, cutting down on friction when
cycling, and also provide clearance for any gunk, grit, dirt or
debris that might have found its way into your Rival. Clever.

The trigger of the Rival has a central safety lever, so it
works to keep the trigger from moving unless i1t has been
depressed. This is standard in modern pistols, and means
you have to keep your finger out of the trigger guard un-
less you are shooting. To help there, the Rival has a pair of
checkered panels on the frame, above and forward of the
trigger guard, as a place to index your trigger finger. Oh,
and there’s an accessory rail forward of that. The straight
trigger has been designed so that it is at ninety degrees to
the bore when the striker is released. This means your trig-
ger finger 1s pressing straight back (unless you’ve gone and

ouh 2
7

The takedown tabs, one on each side, for disassembly.

One of the magazine well funnels, show-
ing its attachment screw at the rear.

The little clone Canik pistol
holds the tools you'll need, the
mag buttons, the table prop, and
screws for plates. How do they fit
all that into a littie plastic clone?

The slide does not have a bushing; the slide and barrel are
machined to lock up without one being needed.
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The SFx Rival-S once apart is easy to keep clean.
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The barrel has
flutes machined
on the exterior
to lower friction
and reduce the
possibility of
gunk getting in
the way.

Empties are tossed to the side, and they do not fail to be gone.

&, -
5'"5' iy JE

With consistent and excellent accuracy
from all loads tested, the SFx Rival-S is
a solid performer.

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA CANIK SFx RIVAL-S

If every day carry is your goal, then the
Rival-S is accurate with top-end defen-
sive ammunition as well.

built some weird trigger finger contortions into your press)
and this aids in a clean release.

The frame has been machined for a non-slip grip, and
the backstraps are textured to aid in that process. The
magazine release button offers the option of making it
better for your hand, with three different sizes of button
that can be installed. Add in the mag well funnels and the
magazine baseplates, and you could spend an entire winter
evening doing nothing but adjusting and fitting the Rival-S
to your hand. Oh, and the magazines? Eighteen rounds
each, unless you opt for a magazine extension of one kind
or another. With the spare that comes with 1t, you are
ready with a reload. If you use the SFx Rival-S as your
daily carry pistol, then you’re walking out the front door
with 37 rounds of 9mm on your person. If you feel the
need for more, Canik has extra magazines for a reasonable
price, or you can use magazine extensions.

I had a chance to handle the SFx Rival-S at the 2024
Outdoor Sportsman Group Roundtable, in Colorado,
where we were shooting on a rifle range. So, of course, we
entered into competitions to see how far out we could tag
the steel plates arrayed up the mountain. Out to 200 yards,
1t wasn'’t too difficult to stay on the plates, but once we got
to 300 and then 400 yards, calculating drop, and adjusting
for the wind got to be a lot of work,
but I managed to come close enough,
often enough, to the one-foot square
plates at 400 that anyone out there

would have had to move or get hit.

Back home I took the SFx Rival-S
to the gun club and absolutely ham-
mered the 100-yard gongs, to the
point where 1t simply got to be
boring, it was so easy. The top-notch
accuracy and the nice trigger made
the task simple, and the heft of the
Rival-S made recoil no big deal. Often
in accuracy testing, I see one really
small group from each load, one that
pulls the average down. With the
SFx Rival-S, they were all small and
consistently so.

So, what 1s the SFx Rival-S for,

Ammunition Bullet Velocity sD Accuracy (in.) then? Besides having fun? Well, the
Weight (gr.) | (fps) (Avg. & Best) clean and crisp trigger, and the superb

Black Hills Honey Badger 100 1,301 | 35 | 148 20/165 accuracy means it will be a superlative
Hornady Critical Duty 135 1065 | 20| 75 20/1.75 pistol for competition. Since it comes
CCl Gold Dot JHP 147 1004 | 25 | 115 21/18 with a.halsterand spate magpuific,
SIG Match Elite JHP 147 926 | 39 | 146| 19/17 T R ke

. 1s get a spare mag holder or two, and
MiChlgan Ammo FMJ 147 924 69 | 255 22/19 maybe a spare magazine, depending

Accuracy results were to be averages of three, five-shot groups at 25 yards off a
Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured on a Labradar

chronogﬁh set to read 15 feet from the muzzle.
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on what kind of stages your local gun
club sets up for matches. Come to
think of 1t, that 1s perhaps the only
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THE CANIK SFx RIVAL-S PISTOL

- The included holster is kydex, or
something like it, and it can be
adjusted up and down.

The array of extras from Taylor Freelance can
be overwhelming. Be sure to read the descrip-
tions closely, as changes in model features
can change which particular part you order.

f you still want more, you
can trick out your Rival-S
and magazines with TF extras.
Robin Taylor makes an almost

overwhelming array of mag
extensions, mag well funnels,
backstraps and more. You can
get bolt-on mag buttons big
enough to hit with a stick, and
all these and the slide back-
plates as well can be had in
various colors. Or brass. If you

Here's a magazine
want to improve performance, extension from Taylor
or just bling like crazy, TF is Freelance that adds

capacity to your
the place. & Snaias

Rival magazine.
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The simple belt
loops on the back
are all you need
to get started
carrying or com-
peting with your
SFx Rival-S.

trick Canik missed in packing the SFx Rival-S case full: no
spare mag carrier, but, they are not expensive, they are as
common as dirt, and we all have our own 1deas on what’s
best, right?

If you are looking at the SFx Rival-S (or one of the
other Rival models) as an every-day carry pistol, then the
weight might seem a bit much. However, as I've mentioned
many times before, a proper holster (and what is proper
depends on you and your body shape, so get busy testing)
makes carrying an otherwise “heavy” pistol not a big deal.

The kydex holster included in the case with the SFx
Rival-S has a basketweave pattern molded into it. It 1s
adjustable up and down, but not for cant. It is a friction-
retention design, and you can adjust that as well. It 1s
right-handed, so southpaws will have to seek a holster
elsewhere. (There’s only so much even Canik can do.) &3

CANIK SFx RIVAL-S PISTOL

Type: Striker-fired semi-automatic

Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 18+1

Barrel: 5in.

Overall Length: 8.1 in.
Weight: 43 oz.
Finish: Chromed steel
Grips: Synthetic
Sights: Fixed front & adjust. rear
Trigger: 3 lbs. 7 0z
MSRP: $3950
Contact: CanikUSA.com

Michigan Ammeo, MichiganAmmo.com, (313) 383-4430
Black Hills Ammunition, Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150
Hornady Ammunition, Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

SIG Sauer Elite Performance Ammunition,
SigSauer.com, (603) 610-3000

CCl Ammunition, CCl-Ammunition.com, (800) 948-1356




When Disaster Strikes,

Be Prepared:!

Don’t leave home without this survival kit!

When the going gets tough, you need to be ready. Power
0

utages, floods, ice storms, hurricanes and wildfires
have become the norm. You should always be prepared.
Our Desert Camo Emergency Survival Kit will help you
be up to the challenge. Having the right tool in the right
place could save your bacon! The powerful Overwatch
Tactical Flashlight is super bright for when the power goes
out. The stainless steel Heavy Duty Multi-Tool contains
a knife, can opener, pliers and screwdriver. The Survival
Multi-Function Card has an escape rope, wrench, serrated
edge saw and more. And when the heat goes out or the
car is stuck in a winter storm, the Endurance Emergency
Blanket will help keep you warm. For knowing the where
and when, there's the Pioneer Compass Chronograph
Watch, which features a compass, temperature display, 7
Strand 550 Paracord and flint in addition to keeping time.

“WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS, YOU CAN
SURVIVE MOST ANYTHING.

— STAUER PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER
MikEe BisceacrLia

This could be your lifesaver. Secured in a handy Desert
Camo Carrying Kit, these tools are essential for tackling
most any disaster.

With safety at the top of everyone’s wish list, this must-
have kit is one of the fastest selling items in our company’s
history with over 30,000 sold in the first 2 months. BACK
IN STOCK for the first time after overwhelming demand,
we have ONLY 733 KITS AVAILABLE for this ad and

half have already sold! We recommend buying three: one for
home, one for the office and one to keep in your car in case
trouble kicks up. If this kit doesn’t meet your expectations,

send it back for a full refund. Your move, Mother Nature.

Kit Specifications:

Overwatch Tactical Flashlight Survival

* Three light modes Multi- Funcrion Card

* 100 lumens * Rulers for measurement

* Can opener

Pioneer Compass Chrono * Bottle opener

* Compass, Flint, Wrench

T , * Serrated edge

* Temperature display

¢ 7 Strand 550 Paracord Heavy Duty Multi-Tool
* Small knife

e Pliers & Screwdriver

Desert Camo Emergency Survival Kit

$199- $39* + S&P Save $150
*You must use Insider Offer Code DCC155-01 to get this price.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: DCC155-01 e
Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. DCCI55-01, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauercom
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Stauer' | AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY"®




Springfield's Echelon was a surprise hit
last year. The full-size model has been

followed up by the Compact —small enocugh
to conceal, big enough to do some work.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY’S
EGHELON COMPACT

The New Hotness, Sized for Carry

By James Tarr

tions; most of these are just line extensions, variations course started the expansion of the Echelon line; first we

on a theme. But, I've found that, perhaps once a year, saw compensated (ported) versions of the original full-size
a pistol 1s introduced that is really something noteworthy, model, and now we have the Echelon Compact, which
whether it’s just an innovative improvement on an existing  shrinks the barrel from 4.5-inches down to 4.0, and tucks
design or something completely new—2023’s standout was  up the grip so that flush magazines now hold 15 instead of
the Springfield Armory Echelon. A completely unexpected  17. This model will likely be a much more popular choice

E very year, there are dozens of new pistol introduc- With such a success on their hands, Springfield has of

introduction, a totally brand-new full-size striker-fired for concealed carry. Let’s dive 1n.

pistol from Springfield that offered every modern feature First, the Echelon 1s a chassis gun, and this is smart. It
today’s consumers want, including some that are unique, means the trigger group is the serialized part, and you can
while being very shootable and good-looking. swap out the grip modules without having to buy a new
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The Echelon Compact is sized for
carry, and big enough to run like a
full-sized gun, with, perhaps most
importantly, a great trigger.

“gun.” Currently, replacement grip modules are $64.99 on
Springfield’s website—more on this in a bit.

The 4.0-inch barrel 1s hammer forged with a 1:10" twist.
Overall, this pistol is 7.25-inches long and 5.2-inches tall.

With an unloaded magazine in place, it weighs 24.0 ounces.

This pistol is only chambered 1in 9mm, and while some day
you may see an upsized version in .45 ACP, I doubt you’ll
ever see one in .40 S&W as there’s just no demand for new
40 pistols. One flush 15-round magazine is provided with
the pistol, as well as one extended 18-rounder. Neutered
10-round magazine versions are available if you live in one
of those places. Springfield is also offering versions with
extended threaded barrels and/or 3-dot tritium sights.
Aesthetically, I think this pistol looks great, but what’s
better is those looks have a function to them. The distinc-
tive slide texturing looks attractive, sure, but it’s perhaps
the most aggressive I've ever seen (even more so than the
Walther PDP), and no matter how slick your hands are you
won't lose control of the slide. There are wide, flat-bottomed
serrations front and back. The slide 1s narrowed forward of
the ejection port in what Springfield calls a “trench cut,” and
the rear scalloped edge just in front of the ejection port is

The COG, or Central Operating Group, contains the trigger
unit and is the serialized part. You can remove it without
tools, and Springfield does plan on selling replacement grip
modules if you want to personalize your gun.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

another grasping point. And you’ll find
a second one of those at the rear of the
shide, which flares out.

The barrel, slide, and stainless-steel
magazines all have a black Melonite
(nitride) coating. The barrel and slide
have a matte finish, whereas the maga-
zines have a glossier finish and are slick
to the touch. Like their XD/XDM and
Hellcat pistols and Hellion rifle, the
Echelon 1s made in Croatia for Spring-
field Armory by HS Produkt, which
is why you’ll see the serial number not
just on the fire control group but also
the slide and barrel.

Springfield’s Hellcat and the
Echelon have what I think are the
best sights on any factory gun on the market. The “basic”
sight set on the Echelon as seen here 1s less expensive than
the version with 3-dot tritium sights...and I feel this is the
superior sight setup. These are great day/night sights.

If you're new to this, let me explain—day/night sights
are ones which are useful and provide a good sight picture
whether it’s day or night. The front sight has a tritium
insert. Tritium is a radioactive element that glows bright
light green, usually for at least ten years. It is in a metal
cylinder inside the steel front sight. Around the tritium is
a ring of highlighter-yellow photoluminescent paint. The
ring 1s very visible in all lighting conditions, but if you take
it from a brightly-lit area to a dimly-lit area (or hit 1t with
a flashlight beam for a few seconds), that ring will glow for
a few minutes, increasing the visibility of your front sight.

The rear sight 1s steel. It has a U-shaped notch around
which there 1s a white semi-circle—nestle the circle of the
front sight in the U of the rear sight, and pull the trigger.
This 1s both quick and instinctive, exactly what you want in

The Echelon
Compact shortens
the barrel to four
inches, and the
grip so that flush
magazines now
hold 15 rounds of 9mm.

The Echelon
Compact retains the good
looks and aesthetics of the
full-size model. It is not a lot
smaller, but it is sized more
appropriate for carry.
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The Echelon Compact provides
everything shooters are looking for in a
modern duty/carry piece, including the
ability to direct mount optics, modular-
ity, and a good trigger pull.

The Echelon Compact on the left, compared to the full-size. It’s still not
a small gun, but it is definitely much easier to conceal, although you’ll

need a good holster, belt, and covering garment.

a combat-style sight—follow the bouncing ball of that front
sight. The front of the rear sight is flat, so you’ll be able to
rack 1t one-handed on a hard surface, if you’re not running
an optic. And on that note....

With the Echelon, Springfield Armory introduced their
Variable Interface System, which allows you to directly

While it may not be obvious, the
Echelon Compact ships with the
small-size grip module, which has
a slightly smaller circumference,
shortening the reach to the trigger.

mount to the slide nearly any optic on the market, and the
compact has the same VIS setup as the full-size Echelon.
Direct-mounting optics to the slide is generally thought to
be better than the alternatives as there are fewer parts and/or
less opportunity for flex/breakage. The VIS accomplishes this
via several screw patterns and the use of steel pins. When you
take off the protective steel slide cover, you'll see the slide is
cut for direct-threading of optics mounting screws, but you'll
also see other cutouts. Those are for indexing pins that either
lock into optic bodies, or allow the lugs in the
bottom of various optics to lock into the shide.
Using optics screws and the pin sets provided
by Springfield, the slide allows direct fitment of
the Triyicon RMR/SRO, Leupold DeltaPoint Pro,
Holosun 507C/508T/509T, Shield RMSc/SMSc,
EOTech EFLX, and the Swampfox Kraken.
Springfield also sells adapter plates for the
Aimpoint ACRO/Steiner MPS, and the Burris
Fastfire 4. Depending on your optic, you should
be able to see your sights through the window,
for that dead battery eventuality. My test gun was shipped
out with a Vortex Defender-ST mounted, but as that’s not
a package offered by the factory, I did all my accuracy
testing with the iron sights. That said, as an FYI, I could
see the top half of the iron sights through the window of
the Vortex.

The three main Echelon variants (from left to right)—the 4.5-inch full size, the ported Comp full-size, and the Compact. There
are other versions with extended threaded barrels and different colors.
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The magazine release 1s a steel oval button with tex-
turing identical to that found on the polymer grip. The
buttons on the left and right side are identical. When you
push the magazine release, inside you’ll see it pivots a steel
piece which locks into the front of the magazine. When 1
tested the full-size pistol the function of the magazine re-
lease wasn’t as clean as I would have liked (although I had
no problems), but the mag release on this pistol was crisp.

At the front of the pistol you’ll see a three-slot MIL STD
1913 “picatinny” rail for mounting weaponlights. Being able
to attach a white light to your pistol so it can serve double
duty as a home defense gun seems a great idea. A lot of
younger guys these days are mounting white lights on their
concealed carry guns, because tricked-out carry guns are
cool, and what red-blooded American gun-owning male
doesn’t want to look like they hang out with Delta Force?
However, if you're a private citizen with that light on your
concealed carry piece, the only way you can employ that
light without violating one of the four basic gun safety rules
(as well as a law or two, like brandishing or assault) 1s by
lighting up a threat—a threat you apparently already iden-
tified before the light came on...? I'm not saying don’t put
a light on your EDC, just figure out ahead of time how to
employ 1t without breaking the law or Jeff Cooper’s heart.

The grip texturing doesn’t look like much in photos, but
in use I found it to be moderately aggressive, not as rough as
stippling, but rough enough that my hand didn’t slip while
shooting. Springfield calls this their Adaptive Grip Texture.

I wish 1t was more aggressive, but bear in mind the

stippling and checkering on my carry guns chews up my
shirts, so I like 1t a bit rough. That said, this is a chassis gun,
and Springfield sells replacement grip modules for $64.99
that you can stipple yourself without worry of ruining your
entire gun 1f you screw up. Springfield also, at the last NRA
show, showed off large-grip modules for the full-size Echelon
and ones with a more aggressive texture (which I really like)
and told me they have plans for color options as well.

There is texturing on the front and underside of the
trigger guard, which is squared off with a bit of an outward
curve at the corner. If you look just above the front of
the trigger guard you’ll see there, on both sides, the polymer
sports an outward curve on which you can rest the thumb

The wings at the
rear of the slide
help with traction
when your fingers
are wet. Depend-
ing on what optic
you’re using, you
may be able to
see your sights
through the win-
dow when that
optic dies.
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The Echelon Compact ships with one
flush 15-round and one extended
18-round magazine, as seen here.

The day/night
front sight of

the Echelon has

a bright ring of
light green photo-
luminescent paint
around a tritium

insert.

The rear sight
has a white
outline around

a generous
U-notch. Tarr’s
only complaint
was the flat face
of the rear sight,
which sometimes
caught some
reflection. He
wished it was
serrated.

The Echelon has one of the most
(maybe the most) aggressively
textured slides on the market.
Note how the serrations go

over the top corners in
front and all the way
across the top

in back.
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As the Echelon is made in Europe, you’ll see the serial number
on the chassis, the slide, and the barrel.

You'll find texturing everywhere you want or need on the
Echelon’s grip module.

The Echelon Compact ships with a small grip module, and
a size medium backstrap installed. Small and large back-
straps are provided. They don’t change the reach to the
trigger, mostly they just change grip angle.

Magazines are
steel and
Melonited, with
numbered index
holes at the rear.

At the range Tarr
shot the Compact
(right) alongside
the full-size, to
see how much of
a difference there
was in recoil.
Short answer—
not much.
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of your support hand. In fact, the takedown lever 1s both
curved and textured to match the profile of the polymer and
give you more real estate for your support-hand thumb.

This pistol 1s supplied with three backstraps, with the
medium installed at the factory. None of the backstraps
alter the reach to the trigger, just the grip length front-
to-back and the grip angle. With the large backstrap
installed, the Echelon doesn’t quite have a Glock grip
angle, but 1t’s close.

Replacing the backstraps is pretty simple and doesn’t
require tools. They click into the back of the grip mod-
ule—with the slide locked back and the magazine out,
reach inside the magazine well with a fingertip and find
the square at the back of the well, about halfway up. Push
that in, toward the backstrap, and on the outside push/pull
down on the backstrap. It will slide right off.

The full-size Echelon shipped with a size medium grip
module, and I assumed the same would be true of this
Compact. Forgetting, of course, what happens when you
assume. But I loved the full-size Echelon so much I bought
it, so I had i1t on hand to compare the two and discovered
that this Compact shipped with a size small grip module in
place—and that’s the plan, which makes sense for a smaller
gun intended for concealed carry. Sometimes, I feel like
manufacturers hide Easter eggs in their new pistol intro-
ductions just to see if reviewers are paying attention.

If you're curious about the difference, it’s in the width of
the grip and the reach to the trigger. On the size medium
grip, from just under the trigger guard to the closest point
at the rear of the frame 1s 1.88", and on the compact’s
size small grip that is 1.76". On the size medium grip, the
grip at its widest is 2.19", and on the Small grip module it
1s 2.12" (all according to my calipers). Those differences
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Currently, you don’t have a lot of options in holsters for the
Echelon, especially for the Compact, but one new one is
this, Safariland’s Incog X AIWB holster, which can be bought
with this mag caddy.

aren’'t huge, but you can feel them in your hand. If you're
curious what you have, the grip module’s size is marked at
the bottom rear, underneath the backstrap. This pistol was
marked C 9/40 S.

The magazine well sports a moderate bevel. There are
relief cuts out the outside of the magazine well that mate
with angled textured spots on the sides of the magazine
base pads to allow you to more easily strip stuck maga-
zines from the gun. There 1s also texturing on the front and
sides of the magazine basepad, which 1s a nice extra detail
that shows some attention was paid to this pistol by people
who know a few things. The magazines have numbered
index holes in the rear. The extended 18-round magazine
has a grip extension, but you likely won’t need it—even if
you have huge hands, I can’t imagine
more than a sliver of your pinkie will
stick past the bottom of the frame.
Springfield ships a spare magazine
extension with the gun.

The Echelon has bilateral

The Echelon fieldstrips for cleaning
quick and easy. Taking out the trigger
group is a little more work, and you
don’t need to do that for cleaning.

Federal’s Syntech
ammunition is
known for being
inexpensive but
not especially
accurate. That
said, the best
group Tarr got out
of the Echelon
Compact was this
2.1" group with
Federal’s Syntech
Training Match.

FEDERAL D

controls—there 1s a slide release and Wolf Steel Case FMJ 11 1136 | 45 | 27 31/42
magazine release on both the left and Remington Range 124 1,079 | 30 | 22 29/36
right side of the pistol. The shde stop/  “grccra s e [ 124 1120 126 | 17 | 27729
release 1s a steel lever that is small + - ! 4 ! e

and juts out ninety degrees from the Hornadyy Critical Duty+P ! 135 ] 1,102 | 23 | 12 24/28
side of the gun. For as small as it is, Federal Syntech Training Match 147 960 | 30| 15 21/35

it seems to work very well as a shde
release, something you can’t say about
the Glock piece.

Springfield Armory calls the trigger
group the COG—Central Operating
Group. It 1s the serialized part in the Echelon, and when
it’s in the gun you can see the serial number through a
narrow window at the top right side of the grip module,
forward of the slide stop. There is a matching cutout on
the left side of the grip, but there you’ll see SI (Springfield
Inc.) Geneseo, IL.

from the muzzie.
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Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag
rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet

The COG chassis 1s stainless steel, and it pulls out of the
grip module without tools. Once you remove the magazine
and take off the slide assembly (no trigger pull required),
you’ll need to remove the takedown lever. This involves
spinning it in various ways, as you’ll be working against
a spring-loaded lever. Once you've got that out, you can
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Sized to compete with the Glock 19, the Echelon Compact
can be concealed with the right choice of holster, belt, and
covering garment.

remove the COG by lifting on the shide stops, pulling the
COG forward, and working the trigger a bit so the safety
lever on 1t clears the grip module. Once you figure the
process out, it takes only a few seconds, but I recommend
finding and watching Springfield’s three-minute How-To
video on this, as the process is...quirky. The recoil spring
guide rod is polymer and full length. The recoil spring is
flat wire, and captured.

There’s no official trigger pull spec for the Echelon, but
my contact there has said to expect 4.5- to 5.0-pound pulls.
Every Echelon I've tested has been right in there, and this
one was no different—trigger pull on this sample measured
5.0 pounds, relatively crisp for a striker-fired gun, with a
short reset. Significantly better than a Glock factory trig-
ger, and in my opinion a bit better than the standard S&W
M&P trigger pull.

At the range, the Compact was completely reliable, and
the prominent sights and great trigger and relatively low
bore made it easy to shoot. I got the slide too hot to touch,
and still it ran along, unconcerned. I hammered pepper
poppers, ran plate racks, and using IDPA targets practiced
snap shots at ten yards, bringing the pistol up to eye level
and firing as soon as I found the front sight...and that’s
really easy when you have such a bold front sight. Just
follow the bouncing ball-—just like with a red dot, only
without having to worry about your battery dying, elec-
tronics breaking, screws snapping or coming loose.... And
that front sight never leaves the window, it stays in view
during the entire recoil cycle. But, iron sights are boring,
and red dots are cool and modern, and I'm old, so what do
I know?

I brought along my full-size Echelon, because I wanted
to compare the two. The Echelon Compact did have slight-
ly more recoil than the full-size gun, but it was surprisingly
minimal. There’s no more muzzle rise, it just comes back
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into your hand with just a bit more snap. If you're looking
for a carry gun this Compact is clearly a more sensible
choice than the full-size Echelon. It’s not a pocket gun, but
that means you can run it hard and fast and actually hit
what you’re aiming at. It is designed to compete directly
with the Glock 19 and other pistols that size. For decades,
the G19 was the carry gun against which all others were
judged, and the Echelon has objectively better features.

Because the Echelon 1s a newer pistol, 1t’s only real
handicap 1s a thin list of available holsters, but that keeps
growing. For the past four or five years, [’'ve been running
my carry gun in a Safariland 5198, which 1s an outside-
the-waistband belt holster, but they have yet to offer it for
the Echelon. However, Safariland 1s now offering their
very popular Incog X AIWB holster for the Echelon Com-
pact, and Springfield sent one of them along—check it out
in the photos. It 1s an adjustable Boltaron holster with a
gray suede-wrapped exterior, and comes with an optional
magazine caddy. I don’t carry appendix, and don’t recom-
mend it as you're pointing that pistol at irreplaceable real
estate, but crotch carry is currently hugely popular as there
1S no easler way to conceal carry a medium or large pistol
along your waistline.

The Echelon is still a new pistol, but as more and more
people get their hands on them I expect to see their popu-
larity continue to grow, as it 1s a solid design that delivers
reliability, modularity, and performance. &

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY’S ECHELON COMPACT PISTOL

Type: Striker-fired semi-auto

Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 15
4.0in. (4.7 in. threaded barrel available)
7.251n.
5.2 in. (with flush magazine inserted)
1.2in.
24.0 oz. (w/Unloaded Magazine)
Steel
Melonite

Polymer with 3 interchangeable back-
straps, stainless steel trigger module

Day/night front, white outline rear
(3-dot tritium available)

4.5-5.0 pounds (5.0 Ibs. as tested)
Trigger lever, striker drop safety
S679

15-round magazine, 18-round magazine,
mag loader 3 backstraps, optic adapters,
cable lock, soft case

Contact: (BOO! 680-6866, W-Aﬂnﬂcﬂm
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MIDWEST INDUSTRIES’
L GHTWEIGHT

Looking for a Sub-Six-Pound AR Carbine”?
This 16-inch Lightweight is One to Considet!

By David M. Fortier, Executive Editor Photography by Ashley Jaderborg

hile modern rifles have not changed a great deal in
Wthe last 30 years, the related accessories certain-

ly have. Today, we have all manner of optical
sights to choose from. There are low power variable optics
(LPVO:s), red dot sights, holographic sights, magnifiers,
and traditional higher magnification scopes. Plus, you will
probably want a modern LED white light. If you own
head mounted night vision, you might want an IR laser/
illuminator. Perhaps, you'd rather have a thermal sight. No
matter what you pick for accessories no rifle is complete
without a good sling.

The downside to modern accessories 1s simply the

weight. Adding a sling, 30-round magazine, white light,
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IR laser/illuminator, LPVO in a good mount, and a sound
suppressor can quickly turn a light and handy carbine into
something that feels like a one-ton truck axle. The simplest
solution is not to hang any unneeded items off your rifle.
Some items though, you may simply want or need. In this
case, the direction I tend to lean is to simply start with a
very light rifle as my base. For many situations, a light-
weight rifle 1s the way to go.

With this in mind, I took note of Midwest Industries’
16-inch Lightweight Rifle. This has an advertised weight of
five pounds 14 ounces with a 12.6-inch handguard and five
pounds 15.4 ounces as shown on these pages. A lightweight
rifle has a number of advantages for field use, and so I was
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If you are looking for a lightweight AR to carry
hiking or in the field this is one to consider.
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interested to see how this model from Midwest Industries
would perform. To find out more I decided to see for myself
and requested an example on loan for this review.

Initially examining Midwest Industries (MI) 16-inch
Lightweight revealed it to be a good looking piece. It 1s
very light, handy, and appears to be built with the needs
of the modern rifleman in mind. Starting at the muzzle, 1
noted it has 1/2x28 threads and a simple, but effective, A2
flash suppressor. To the rear of this 1s a low profile steel
gas block held in place by two set screws. It features the
popular mid-length gas system.

Surrounding the barrel 1s a Midwest
Industries MI-CMR 15 Combat series
handguard. This rifle model is available
with a 12.6-, 14-, or 15-inch handguard,
and my review rifle featured the longest
of the three. This 1s a lightweight yet
rugged rail system with M-LOK slots
for mounting accessories.

Developed by Magpul Industries,
the M-LOK system is actually an
evolution of their earlier MOE slot
system. Their MOE slot system, as its
name implies, was standard on their
MOE handguards. M-LOK refines
and improves this system. Magpul
describes it as a, “Modular locking
accessory mounting system that is a
direct attachment method for hard
mounting accessories to a negative

The model doesn’t have a lot of razzle-dazzle, but is
simply a nicely put together piece geared towards
the shooter looking to cut ounces.

space mounting point.” M-LOK is intended to be a stand-
alone replacement for the MIL-STD-1913 rail system.
Due to it being a slot, rather than a rail, M-LOK reduces
weight. The system is designed to allow accessories to be
mounted directly to the slots with no 1913 rail section re-
quired. However, as we live in an imperfect world, it is also
backwards compatible and rail sections can be mounted.
Midwest Industries selected a lightweight 16-inch barrel
for this model. It features a 0.625-inch “pencil barrel” style
profile with a .223 Wylde chamber and a one turn in eight
inches right hand rifling twist. The .223 Wylde chamber is

Thanks to its lightweight and balance, the Midwest Industries’ carbine is quick to
the shoulder and fast handling.
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MIDWEST INDUSTRIES’ LIGHTWEIGHT

A Midwest Industries utilizes the
popular Mid-Length gas system on
this model.

< Surrounding the barrel is a Midwest
Industries MI-CMR15 Combat
series handguard with M-LOK slots

intended to provide the best of both the military 5.56mm
NATO chamber and a commercial .223 Remington
chamber. Basically, you can use both .223 Remington and
5.56x45mm NATO pressure ammunition safely 1n 1t, but
it 1s intended to provide better accuracy than the military
chamber. The 1:8-inch barrel twist 1s very popular with
competition shooters and will stabilize all your typical
projectiles running from 55-grain up to, and including, 77
grains without issue. My NRA High Power match rifles
all had 1:8-inch twist barrels and this twist rate always
performed well for me. For protection from wear and
corrosion, the barrel features a Melonite finish.

for mounting accessories.

Midwest Industries builds their Lightweight model using
their MI forged upper receiver. This 1s machined from
7075-T6 forged aluminum which 1s hard coat anodized per
Mil-Spec/TDP (Technical Data Package) Mil-A-8625F,
Class 2, Type 3. It features M4 feed ramps and laser
T-Markings on the 1913 rail machined into the top of the
receiver. A forward assist, case deflector and ejection port
door are standard features.

Inside the upper receiver, you will find an MI M 16 bolt
carrier assembly. The bolt 1s machined from Mil-Spec
Carpenter 158 steel and Magnetic Particle Inspected (MPI)
and shot peened to catch any possible defects. It features

An Aimpoint T-2 red dot with its matching 3x magnifier was

mounted in a Spuhr RDF-20225K mount for testing.
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The Spuhr mount allows the magnifier to be easily rotated up for
use, or down when not required or it can be easily popped off.



The Aimpoint T-2 and 3x magnifier combination worked well
during testing.

a black Viton extractor insert with black rubber O-ring to
aid reliability. The bolt rides in a full-auto profile carrier
machined from 8620. A gas key machined from 4140 is
properly torqued and staked with Grade 8 fasteners as
per the TDP. The firing pin is machined from 17-4 H-900
stainless steel and the cam pin 1s machined from 4140. The
assembly features a Black Nitride finish. A standard GI
style charging handle 1s fitted.

The upper receiver pins onto a lower receiver forged from
7075-T6 aluminum and hard coat anodized per Mil-Spec/
TDP (Technical Data Package) Mil-A-8625F, Class 2, Type
3. The receiver rear takedown pin detent hole is threaded
for a 4-40 set screw. Controls are standard GI style, and a
Gl-style single-stage trigger 1s fitted, which has a pull of
about 5.5 pounds. A Mil Spec diameter M4 style receiver
extension (buffer tube) 1s standard. Inside the receiver
extension 1s a standard weight CAR buffer and action
spring. Midwest Industries uses a Mil-Spec castle nut and
their end plate features a QD sling socket. The castle nut
was properly staked per the TDP. The receiver also sports
an oversize Midwest Industries trigger guard for use with

-

A Magpul Industries collapsible CTR buttstock is fitted
along with a MOE pistol grip to add a bit of style.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Midwest Industries uses forged upper and lower receivers
machined from 7075-T6 aluminum and hard coat anodized
per Mil-Spec/TDP Mil-A-8625F, Class 2, Type 3.

gloves. A Magpul Industries collapsible CTR buttstock is
fitted along with a MOE pistol grip to add a bit of style.

Out of the box, the Midwest Industries 16-inch Light-
weight looked good, exhibited a nice finish and everything
operated smoothly. I took the bolt apart to verify the black
Viton extractor insert and black rubber O-ring were pres-
ent. They were. Then, I checked to verify the staking was
properly executed on the gas key and castle nut. Every-
thing looked good.

The Midwest Industries 16-inch Lightweight features
QD sling sockets at 3 and 9 o-clock positions at the rear of
the handguard, one on the end plate and at 3 and 9 o’clock
on the buttstock. So, adding a padded VTAC sling was
easy. Next, I added an Aimpoint T-2 red dot sight
and 3x magnifier. These were attached using a Spuhr
RDF-20225K mount. The Spuhr mount features a
2.25-inch height making i1t well-suited for firing passively
using head mounted night vision.

Midwest Industries chose to use a .223 Wylde chamber
which offers the best of both the 5.56x45mm NATO and
commercial .223 Remington chamber designs.
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MIDWEST INDUSTRIES’ LIGHTWEIGHT

Practical accuracy of the lightweight carbine proved very good when put to the test.

ACCURACY CHART
MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 16-INCH LIGHTWEIGHT AR-TYPE RIFLE

Bullet Muzzle
Weight (gr) | Velocity (fps)

Average
Group (in.)

o o i

182 [ 15

i e - :I
American Eagle M855 FMJ 62 2972 | 289 28
Black Hills OTM 77 2783 19.9 13

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups fired from a rest at

100 yards. Velocity figures are 10-shot averages recorded with a LabRadar Doppler

A look at a five-shot group fired at 100
yards using Black Hills Ammunition’s
77-grain OTM load.

Accuracy was checked firing from a rest using a rear
bag at 100 yards. Test ammunition consisted of Ameri-
can Eagle’s 5.56x45mm 62-grain M855 ball, Speer’s .223
Rem 75-grain Gold Dot and Black Hills Ammunition’s
5.56x45mm 77-grain OTM. Four five-shot groups were
fired with each load with velocity recorded using a
LabRadar Doppler chronograph.

Getting to work, I was pleased to note the rifle to be
accurate and running reliably. The action operated
smoothly, rounds feed easily and extracted and ejected
without 1ssue. The gun cycled without 1ssue with all the
different loads and was properly gassed. It 1s a pleasant
rifle to fire although the standard trigger could be
improved upon. Zero issues were encountered.

Accuracy was good for a rack grade 16-inch semi-
automatic carbine. Best accuracy was obtained using Black
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chronograph at the muzzle at an ambient temperature of 68 degrees F at 1,030 feet
above Sea Level.

Hills Ammunition’s 77-grain OTM load. This averaged a
respectable 1.3 inches. Muzzle velocity of this load averaged
2,783 fps. Not far behind though was Speer’s 75-grain Gold
Dot load. This was a bit slower averaging 2,573 fps as it’s a .223
Remington pressure load, but it shot well. The Gold Dot load
averaged 1.5 inches. Of course, I had to try some economical
62-grain M855 ball. This averaged 2.8 inches at 2,972 fps.
Running drills with the Aimpoint T-2 both with and
without the 3x magnifier showed the Midwest Industries
16-inch Lightweight to be a nimble and fast handling rifie.
It balances well, feels good in the hands and 1s quick to the
shoulder. Despite the light weight, 1t proved smooth shoot-
ing and capable of making rapid follow-up shots. The stock
allows you to attach a sling in multiple ways, 1s comfortable
and the rubber pad prevents the butt from sliding around.
Magazines ejected cleanly with the push of a button.



A The Midwest Industries 16-inch Lightweight
performed well during drills with magazines
ejecting cleanly with the push of a button.

’———
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I ran drills with the Midwest Industries 16-inch Light-
weight in daylight and at night. At night, I did a mix of
drills shooting passively through the T-2 with a head
mounted PVS-14 night vision monocular. The Spuhr
mount brings the T-2 up high enough so shooting passive-
ly 1s much easier and more natural.

Regarding practical accuracy, I found the Midwest
Industries Lightweight AR to perform very well. I engaged
steel targets during the day at 70, 100, and 280 yards.
Shooting at 280 yards felt very comfortable, I didn’t have
to fight the gun or struggle to make nice center hits. The
gun 1s easy to hit with at a distance and proved very
consistent with Black Hills’ 77-grain load.

Complaints? If I was going to grumble, I guess my
only complaint would be this model is fairly vanilla. The

oy
, -n‘r”hf )m
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¥ A look at the Midwest Industries 16-inch
Lightweight stripped for cleaning.

controls are all stock, including the
charging handle, and i1t wears an
A2 muzzle device. While this keeps
the price down it doesn’t allow the
Midwest Industries to jump out at you
from the rack. Many customers are not
going to consider things like gas key and
castle nut staking or the quality of the bolt car-
rier. They want eye candy. That said, this would be a
very easy rifle to customize to fit your individual needs.
Reliability throughout testing was flawless, with zero
issues encountered. Overall, the Midwest Industries
16-inch Lightweight performed well. If you are looking
for a high quality but lightweight AR-15 for hiking and
carrying over hill and dale this is one to consider. &3

MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 16-INCH LIGHTWEIGHT RIFLE

Action Type: Stoner DI with rotating bolt
Caliber: .223 Wylde
Feed: STANAG magazines
Bamrel: 16 in., Melonite, 1:8-inch twist
Overall Length: 37 in., 33 in. (collapsed)
Weight: 5 Ibs., 15.4 ounces
Finish: Anodized black
Trigger: Gl single-stage
Sights: None, MIL STD 1913 rall
Price: $1,385 MSRP

Contact: 5262) 896-6780, Midwestindustriesinc.com
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James Tarr likes to optimize firearms and his shooting experience for maximum

my “Miscellaneous Greatness™ series, where I talk up

some products I've been using that I really like. Some of
them were review products that came in and didn’t get sent
back, others were things I've stumbled across in my daily
life. In no particular order...

It’s been a while, so it’s time for another installment of

B Safariland Liberator Electronic Muffs

(Safariland.com)

As a general rule, I don’t like earmuffs and don’t use
them, because theyre either too hot, or squeeze my head,
or both. Electronic earmulffs are, as a rule, superior to
standard muffs in performance as they allow you to hear
and talk at a normal volume, but I've always been under-
whelmed with the sound quality of e-muffs. I have a bin
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performance, and that is what Miscellaneous Greatness is all about.

MISCGELLANEOUS

GREATNESS

A Look at Products from Aimpont,
Safariland, SilencerCo, and Streamlight.

— PART 7

Srownells, Meprolight,

By James Tarr

full of electronic muffs in my basement I never use, and
just hand out when I take other people to the range. How-
ever, I was at a Safariland event this past spring and given
a set of their Liberator
HP 2.0 electronic muffs,
and I have to say they
are the best electronic
muffs I've ever tried.

Safariland’s Liberator
electronic muffs are
expensive but have the
best sound quality and
most comfortable ear
cups of any muffs Tarr
has ever tried.




Tarr is a huge fan of the Safariland Liberator electronic
muffs as well as Brownells’ 733 C7 upper receiver assem-
bly, which he’s built into an SBR for the full Heat aesthetic.

First, the ear “gel cups™ are so soft that you barely feel
them, and whatever eye pro you're wearing, they’ll mold
around the temples for a good seal while not driving them
into your skull. The muffs are not comically large, or heavy.
But the best thing about these muffs is the sound system. The
audio 1s so good you’ll forget you're wearing muffs at all.

There 1s a slight background hiss (which you’ll soon tune
out), but beyond that the sound is so natural it doesn’t
sound like speakers feeding it into your ears, it sounds like
you’re not wearing muffs and you’re just hearing every-
thing with your unprotected ears. Between that and the
soft ear cups, several times during the two-day Safariland
event I forgot I was wearing them—and there is no better
praise I can give ear pro.

No, they are not cheap. The basic Liberator HP 2.0
setup, with an over-the-head strap and replace-
able batteries, runs $349. But these are
professional-grade electronic muffs like SF
and SWAT use, and expandable with
the purchase of PTT mics, helmet
attachments, and the like.

B Brownells’ Heat Upper

(Brownells.com)

Technically, this 1s the 733 C7
Upper Receiver Assembly from
Brownells but everyone most likely
knows it from the best gunfight to
ever appear in a movie, the bank rob-
bery scene from Heat (1995). In that
legendary scene both Chris Shiherlis
and Neil McCauley (Val Kilmer and
Robert De Niro) were running
11.5-inch Colt 733 C7 “Commando”
rifles, firing on full-auto and going
through mag after mag in downtown
Los Angeles as they attempted to
break contact with the LAPD.

Brownells’ 733 C7 Upper Receiver
Assembly is a faithful reproduction of
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the upper of those guns. As it has an 11.5-inch barrel, 1t’s
going to have to go on a pistol or a lower registered as an
SBR to stay legal under our current unconstitutional laws.
It has an A1 birdcage flash hider, narrow CAR hand-
guards, fixed front sight tower, and carry handle.

Brownells™ 11.5-inch barrel has a lightweight Al profile.
It has a 5.56 NATO chamber, a 1:7" twist, and a chrome-
lined bore and chamber. That 1:7 (one rifling turn in seven
inches) twist rate i1sn’t period accurate, as those original
guns likely had a 1:12 twist rate, but it will allow you to
shoot heavier bullets than Vietnam-era 55-grainers without
worrying about them keyholing.

The upper receiver of the 733 is interesting. This i1s/was a
transitional model, introduced after the Vietnam-era CARS
but before the M16A2 came out, and the receiver you see
here 1s the C7, originally produced by Colt Canada, and
later added to many US-made Colt carbines. The C7 has
the original carry handle and rear sight of the M16A1,
and the teardrop-shaped forward assist, but it also has the
“Burton bump” shell deflector found on all the M16A2
rifles. If you rewatch 1995’s Heat (and why wouldn’t you?),
you’ll see McCauley and Shiherlis are running this exact
top end on the streets of downtown Los Angeles.

What will shock you is just how light and handy it is,
something lost in most modern ARs. I bought this upper
with my own money, and while there are a few braces that
look similar to an original CAR stock, I decided to go
authentic. I SBR’d an old Rock River Arms lower receiver
assembly and put an authentic 1990s-era CAR stock on

Brownells’ 733 C7 upper receiver assembly is a faithful reproduction of the 11.5-inch
upper Colt was selling in a transitional period between the A1 and A2 models.

recoil for how light it is.
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Tarr has been feeling in a retro mood lately. On the left is an
HK SP5K that he SBR’d, tipped with a SilencerCo Omega 9K,
and on the right is the Brownells 11.5-inch 733 C7 upper with
a period-correct carry handle mount and Aimpoint optic.

it I found in my basement. The upper receiver assembly
weighs 3 Ibs. 8 0z. according to my digital scale. Total
unloaded weight of the gun as seen 1s just five pounds 6.7
ounces. The only thing on my gun not “retro” is the
Magpul grip and curved trigger guard, as I hate the feel
of the original A1/A2 grips, and the factory trigger guard
lets the frame dig into my knuckle.

Tarr has 520 rounds through the Brownells upper without a
single malfunction, using all Gil-type aluminum magazines,
including authentic pre-ban Colt 20-rounders.
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If you've never run an AR with a carrying handle, note that
there 1s a hole in the middle of the handle, and various types
of optic mounts attach to the carrying handle using that hole.
For accuracy testing, and to get a better 1dea of just what the
muzzle was doing under recoil, I mounted a red dot on the
733. In my basement, I had an ARMS carry-handle mount
with unusually-spaced slots—it 1s so old it pre-dates the
Picatinny rail (standardized in 1994). I bought a Vortex 30mm
Tactical low scope ring from Midway USA (825) and installed
my old Aimpoint CompC atop the gun.

Recoil on this gun was surprising low for how light and
handy 1t is, and while shooting I discovered it wasn’t my
imagination—under recoil the dot didn’t rise at all, it just
vibrated in place. The Aimpoint makes for a little faster
shooting at distance, and it provides huge 90s retro vibes,
but I think I'm just going to stick to the iron sights for this
gun. In part, because I know how to run iron sights fast at
CQB distances. This is a trick I learned from a friend who
was issued a Colt 635 (9mm SMG) when he worked for the
DEA. At CQB distances, instead of looking through the
rear sight, you look just over it. Use the wings protecting
the rear aperture as the notch of a rear sight and center the
entire front sight tower between them. You're basically us-
ing your entire front sight tower as your front sight. Doing
this you can shoot with both eyes open, and while it’s not
MOA precise, 1t allows you to shoot iron sights accurately
enough as fast as you can pull the trigger. However, this 1s
something you need to practice, as you’ll hit high. But with
iron sights there’s no faster technique inside 20-25 yards.

For testing I just didn’t feel using polymer Magpul PMags
would be appropriate, so for all of my shooting I used GI
contract aluminum magazines made by D&H, Brownells, and
Colt (although they all had Magpul followers). I even used a
few old 20-rounders (Colt and Adventure Line) with the orig-
inal metal non-tilt followers that were ahead of their time.

Currently, I have 520 rounds through the upper, without
cleaning, and only the lube that came on it from the facto-
ry. The only problem I had was the bolt not locking back
on one of my ancient 20-rounders, reliability has been
100%. On one range trip I got the gun so hot I couldn’t
touch the carry handle. The heat has discolored the end
of the barrel and the front sight post. But the upper just
keeps purring along. I love it. MSRP 1s $719.

B Streamlight Wedge XT (Streamlight.com)

I’'ve mentioned this light in my CCW column, but as
I truly carry it every day, and have for over a year, I feel
it deserves a mention here. If you are looking for a good
general-purpose EDC flashlight that can, in a pinch, serve
double duty as a tactical illuminator, the Streamlight
Wedge XT might be for you. It’s not perfect...but darn
does 1t seem to be close.

It’s got two illumination modes, 500 or 50 lumens,
and while 1t’s programmable I like that the high beam



< Tarr has been
daily carrying
the Streamlight
Wedge XT for
over a year now
and loves it for
its size and
performance.

» The Streamlight
Wedge XT on the
left next to an
original Wedge,
which is a bit long
and has weird
controls. The
Surefire Stiletto
on the right Tarr
likes, and it
maybe has better
controls, but Tarr
likes that the
Wedge XT is
noticeably smaller.

comes on first, and I've never seen a need to change that.
Click 1t twice if you want the low beam. It’s got a simple
rubberized push button switch on the end, and 1s plug-in
rechargeable via USB-C. I've been carrying this light for
well over a year and have only recharged it once. It throws
a wide beam, nearly ninety degrees, so it’s great for general
flashlight use or “tactical” use at indoor distances.

The best part of this light 1s you get all that performance
and features 1n a size and weight you’ll barely notice. It 1s
4.25-inches long, 1.1-inches wide, and 0.6-inches thick, not
including the pocket clip, and it weighs 2.62 ounces. It’s
short, flat, light, and bright, which 1s why it’s perfect for
EDC. You’ll forget you're carrying it. It’s available in black
or “coyote” and seems to be under $90 most places online.

B Meprolight M22 (Meprolight.com)

This optic might as well be a family member, because I
really like it...in spite of all its imperfections. It is con-
founding and irritating and yet I still have it on my dedi-
cated truck gun (a Daniel Defense Mk18 pistol) because
of what it 1s and what it can do.

I wrote this fiber optic/tritium-powered reflex optic up
for the Firearms News website, and since I've done that,
I've gotten in the light module for it, which really makes a
difference. The Mepro M22 was designed to be an im-
provement over the earlier M21, smaller, lighter, and with
a brighter reticle. The M22 has windows in the sides, top,
and front of the polymer body through which you can see
the fiber optic collector rods coiled 1n a spiral. It comes
complete with a QD throw lever mount.

Fiber optic illumination means the reticle automatically
adjusts brightness according to ambient light, and there
are no batteries to fail. At night, the radioactive tritium
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faintly illuminates the reticle, and the tritium will usually
last for ten years or so.

Currently, there 1s just one model of M22, but you have
your choice of two illuminated red reticles, a 3.5 MOA/40
MOA circle/dot they call their bullseye reticle, or a triangle
that’s advertised as 10 MOA, but really, it’s 15 MOA tall.

I am a big fan of circle/dot reticles, but the version in the
M22 feels a bit cluttered to me. The walls of the 40 MOA
ID circle are 4.5 MOA thick. For comparison, the EOTech
HWS pairs a 1| MOA dot with a 68 MOA circle. I went
with the triangle.

Trijicon at least two decades ago perfected fiber
optic-powered reticles, and some of them are so bright
in direct sunlight users have had to put tape over the
collectors. The M22, on the other hand, has the opposite
problem, and I'm darned if I know why, considering fiber
optics aren’t exactly cutting-edge tech. The reticle is bright
enough outdoors, but just barely, and in other lighting

Meprolight's Mepro M22 is a
dual-illuminated fiber optic/tritium
reflex sight that can be had with a triangle or
circle/dot reticle. It’s seen here with an optional polarizer.
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Tarr has put the M22 on his dedicated truck gun, where the lack of

batteries and electronics make it more durable.

s ®3.5 MOA

T 9

N/

Reticle : Bullseye

Reticle color: Red

Dot Size: 3.5 MOA

External Circle: Mid dia 40 MOA
Line width 4.5 MOA

Tarr likes circle/dot reticles, but the dimensions of the
“bullseye” reticle for the M22 make it seem too cluttered to
him. For comparison, the ring of an EOTech is 68 MOA wide,
with a 1 MOA dot.

! @ 10 MOA

Reticle : Triangle 10 MOA

Reticle color; Red

conditions you might find yourself struggling
to spot 1it. Which makes no freaking sense.
‘Confounding’ I think is an accurate word.
But I like the triangle reticle, and I like that 1t
is always on, and truly EMP-proof.

I got a polarizer, which screws into the front
end. Once installed, 1t has a lens which you
can rotate that lowers or increases the amount
of tint, from just a tiny bit to darn near black-
ing out your view through the window. What
this tint does is make the reticle seem brighter
in comparison to the background, even at low-
er levels, which is a good thing. It adds barely
any length, and less than an ounce of weight.

Now available from Meprolight is the M22
Light Module, which replaces the side panels
of your optic, adds a bit of a sun shield over
the window, but—most importantly—adds
illumination for when you’re running your optic indoors
or 1n poor lighting conditions. Powered by one CR2032
battery it simply brightens your existing reticle. It has three
brightness settings, and you can adjust them manually or
set 1t on automatic, where i1t will adjust based on the am-
bient lighting around you. With it, you won’t need the po-
larizer. Per my contact at Meprolight (as this info isn’t on
their website but should be)—the light module has 10,000
hours of battery life (dependent upon use, of course), and
the light module has an auto-shutoff after 30 minutes.

Yes, I understand that battery-powered illumination isn’t
EMP-proof, but the optic still works without 1t, and you
won't need i1t outdoors, and I really like big triangle reticles
as they allow both precision and speed. The optic itself
1$ 9.2 ounces including the built-in QD mount, and with
both the polarizer and light module installed it was 10.57
ounces on my scale.

The M22 has an MSRP of $499.99, and the M22 Light
Module 1s $124.99. The polarizer doesn’t seem to be avail-
able yet, but figure it will be $50-$75.

Tarr is a fan of triangle reticles as they can be used both for
precision (the point) and at speed (the entire triangle). But
note that the “10 MOA triangle” is more like 15 MOA tall.
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The Light Module installed on the M22. It adds a bit of a
sunshade, and a battery illuminator that brightens the
reticle for use indoors or when running a white light.



M SilencerCo Omega 9K (SilencerCo.com)

The more time I spend around silencers/suppressors,
the more particular I get. Even if youre shooting sub-
sonic ammunition, the only way you can get your gun
Hollywood quiet 1s 1if your suppressor has a lot of vol-
ume, which adds size but also weight. So, if it’s not going
to be whisper quiet...I'm thinking it shouldn’t be big or
heavy, either. (Or expensive.) And this was on my mind as
I started looking around for a suppressor for the Heckler
& Koch SP5K I decided to SBR, to turn into a semi-auto
version of my favorite SMG, the MP5SK PDW.

I decided on the SilencerCo Omega 9K, as it seemed the
best balance of size, weight, performance, and price.

The 9K has tubeless construction, made with 17-4 stain-
less steel and Cobalt-6, which is a high strength steel alloy
high in cobalt. Baffles made of Cobalt-6 provide better re-
sistance to wear/erosion than those made of stainless steel
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Tarr wanted a short/light/tough suppressor for his HK MP5K
PDW build, and the SilencerCo Omega 9K is just that. Using
a 3-lug mount it adds only 3°%" to the overall length.
(Photos by Andy Grossman)

or even Inconel. The Omega 9K 1s suitable for either 9mm
or .300 AAC Blackout, super- or sub-sonic ammunition.
There 1s an expansion chamber just past your muzzle,
five baffles, and then a smaller expansion chamber between
the last baffle and the integral end cap. The suppressor
itself 1s just 4.54-inches long, and 1.48 inches in diameter.
For its size/volume, the noise reduction of the Omega
9K is excellent. SilencerCo states their muzzle average
dB for subsonic ammo 1s 135.8 for 9mm and 133.7 for
300 BLK. That is very competitive, especially when you
consider how short and light 1t 1s. As shipped the Omega
9K weighs just 7.3 ounces. It 1s compatible with Alpha
mounts and ships with a 5/8x34 adapter, piston spring, and
retainer cap, as well as a three-lug tool.
The muzzle of my HK SP5K PDW is threaded
1/2x28mm, and arguably direct-threaded suppressors
have some advantages over ones using QD mounts, but I
wanted to use the three-lug mount on the HK’s barrel for

SilencerCo’s Omega 9K comes with everything you see here—a 5/8x34
adapter, piston spring, and retainer cap, as well as a three-lug tool.

The 3-lug adapter shown removed from the
Omega 9K—and a little dirty after Tarr put several
hundred rounds through it.
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The HK MPSK PDW is Tarr’s favorite SMG, and with the addition of
the SilencerCo Omega 9K he has a great semi-auto version of it.

two reasons—first, it’s the traditional way of mounting a
can to an HK, and second, it allows the suppressor to sit
farther back, shortening the overall length when 1nstalled.
With the mount installed, the Omega 9K weighed 9.2
ounces, with the center of gravity toward the rear of the
suppressor. With it mounted, you really don’t even feel the
weight on a loaded gun. Best of all, that three-lug adapter
tucks the suppressor back onto the barrel, right up against
the front sight tower. Using the three-lug mount the
Omega 9K only adds 3%s-inch to the overall length of the
gun. That’s nearly nothing. It’s so short when installed that
I can fit the SP5SK, wearing the can (with the stock folded)
into the original case HK provides with the pistol.
The Omega 9K 1s $749, and SilencerCo’s 3-lug mount
1s $139, which 1s very competitive. It pretty much doesn’t
come off my MPSK PDW, as I am 110% happy with
the setup.

The C-2 is a version of Aimpoint’s ACRO specifi-
cally intended for use on carbines, and it comes
as a kit, complete with flip-up lens covers and
your choice of one of three mounts—this is a
Reptilia Corp. flattop mount.
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B Aimpoint ACRO C-2 (Aimpoint.us)

I believe the C-2 has been covered by other people
in this magazine, so I'll just give it a very brief shout-
out. The ACRO P-1 and P-2 were purpose-built
enclosed optics meant to mount on pistol slides, and
they’ve pretty much become the standard for durabil-
ity. But, from day one, people started mounting them
on long guns. If you do the math, the square-ish win-
dow of the ACRO is actually larger than the round
window of Aimpoint’s Micro.

The C-2 1s a version of the ACRO specifically
intended for use on long guns—that C stands for
Carbine, and its specs have been a bit tweaked.

But what’s great about the C-2 1s that it’s sold as

a package, with a high-end mount of your choice
and flip-up lens covers, for $50 less than just a bare
ACRO P-2 ($599 instead of $649).

The ACRO P-2 has a 3.5 MOA dot, is waterproof
to 35 meters, and has four night vision and six
daylight brightness settings. The C-2 has a 2.5 MOA dot,
1s waterproof to five meters, and has two night vision and
eight daylight brightness settings. Otherwise, the specs are
1dentical, this 1s an enclosed optic with a 7075 aluminum
housing and glass lenses. The C-2 can be had with your
choice of a Scalarworks, Reptilia Corp., or B&T flattop AR
mount. Just bought separately, those mounts run between
$85-$159, depending on the brand, and Aimpoint charges
$48 for the flip-up lens cover set if bought separately.

The optic is powered by a CR2032 battery advertised as
providing 50,000 hours of life and weighs just 2.1 ounces
(plus the mount). The ACRO has been tested to with-
stand 20,000 rounds of .40 S&W ammo when mounted
on a pistol slide, so sitting atop a low-recoiling AR will be
like taking a vacation. A small light optic like this seems
perfect for an AR pistol or SBR, and you can’t beat an
Aimpoint for quality or durability. &3

Aimpoint’s ACRO C-2, intended for carbines, seems perfect for SBRs
or AR pistols. It is small and light while still having more window area
than the Aimpoint Micro.
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[Cont. from page 8]

carport where he shot and killed
Silva, ending the deadly attack before
1t became a towering inferno.

Green says his client 1s a licensed
firearm owner, a claim that Honolulu
Police Chief Arthur Logan confirmed,
stating that the handgun used to kill Silva
was indeed registered. Keamo- Carnate is
licensed to own a pistol (Hawaii has a re-
strictive process in order to own firearms).

Although this is clearly a case of a
legally armed person stopping a mass
murder, Keamo-Carnate was arrested
on suspicion of second-degree murder
that Sunday just after midnight and
released pending further investigation
around 8 PM later that day.

Green says his client believes Silva
was trying to drive the front loader and
55-gallon drums of fuel into the house
in an attempt to hold the people inside
at gunpoint, and set the house on fire.

“This is not over. He can’t get into his
head what he just saw happen then he’s

locked. .. inacell... It's unbelievable.
They will run it down, interview witnesses,
but they would be crazy to charge him,”
Green said shortly after the shooting.
And he was correct. While prose-
cutors didn’t comment immediately
on charging decisions, they ultimately
chose not to move forward with any
legal action against Keamo-Carnate.
Keamo-Carnate lived in the home
at the time with his wife, children, and
mother-in-law. He is considering civil
action against Silva’s estate and other
potentially liable parties according
to Green, who also noted that Silva
had “threatened to shoot” the Keamo
family twice before in 2021 and 2022.
Even after the violence that evening,
Green warned that the threats were
ongoing, with a Silva family member
threatening to return to the scene after
Hiram James Silva Sr. had been killed.
Chief Logan of the Honolulu Police
urged calm and advised anyone with

evidence of plans for retaliation or
threats between the families to call
911 and report it immediately.

The Medical Examiner’s office
released the identities of Silva’s three
victims, all women between the ages
of 29 and 36. The two others shot, a
52-year-old woman and a 31-year-
old man, were critically wounded 1n
the rampage, both requiring surgery.
Representatives of the family say that
procedures in both cases were successful.

This situation highlights the dangers
of ongoing conflict between neighbors
where constant proximity and escalating
animosity blend into fatal disaster. It also
demonstrates how, faced with seemingly
insurmountable odds, an armed citizen
is never out of the fight. The tragedy of
this incident 1s inescapable; however, 1
do not wish to imagine the soul-crushing
results that may have been if not for the
actions of one man to protect his family,
and his right to do so. &)

LEFTIST GOVERNORS RETALIATE

AGAINST ELECTION RESULTS

BY THREATENING SECOND AMENDMENT
RIGHTS OF CITIZENS

he 2024 Presidential Election

saw a large shift across the coun-

try, with Donald Trump winning
all seven battlegrounds and receiving
more votes in Democrat-controlled
states than ever before, flipping many
counties red in traditionally blue
strongholds. While this can be
credited to the fact that President-
Elect Trump connects more
broadly with working-class citizens
than do the self-proclaimed “elitists”
on the left, much of the evolution is
in response to the failures of the
Democrats that have plagued
Americans, especially over the past
four years. From inflation, border
security, and migrant crime waves, to
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By Darwin Nercesian

the woke administrative state being
turned against political opponents
and the handling of overseas con-
flicts, many Americans have been left
hungry, exhausted, and desperate to
return to a more prosperous time.
Despite the prevailing climate, and
with a clear rejection of sanity and
reason, it has become increasingly
apparent that the extreme left in the
United States refuses to learn from
their lessons. While this can be served
up like low-hanging fruit to ridicule
and despise, it can be used more effi-
ciently and to benefit Americans as an
opportunity, one that we pray Donald
Trump’s second administration,
including conservatives across the
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country, will seize, particularly when
it comes to the Second Amendment.

New York

Gun control governors have already
begun throwing temper tantrums
in the wake of the election, retali-
ating against Americans by further
threatening their gun rights despite
the United States Supreme Court’s
bolstering of the Second Amendment,
for the most part, throughout the
Biden administration. One such ex-
ample 1s President-elect Trump receiv-
ing more votes in New York City than
any Republican in the past 40 years,



with an 11.5% swing in his favor and
all but a single county in New York
voting more Republican or remaining
the same relative to 2020.

Meanwhile, New York Governor
Kathy Hochul, who called trump
supporters “anti-American’ leading
up to the election, was utterly disin-
terested 1n the message sent by voters.

“If you're voting for these Repub-
licans in New York, you are voting
for someone who supports Donald
Trump and you're anti-women, you're
anti-abortion, and basically, you're
anti-American,” said Hochul on
MSNBC.

Choosing to target gun rights,
amongst other topics, Hochul an-
nounced in a press conference that she
had convened a team of “experts” in
the wake of the election to develop
strategies aimed at defying policy and
legislation from the incoming Trump
administration and the now Repub-
lican-controlled House and Senate.
Alongside Soros-funded Attorney
General Letitia James, the gover-
nor doubled down on leftist policy
displaying her insolence towards
not only voters but also the U.S.
Supreme Court. This should come
as no surprise, however, as she had
previously enacted new restrictive gun
control measures in response to the
High Court striking down New York’s
unconstitutional gun control laws 1n
their landmark 2022 Bruen decision.

California

On the opposite coast, Presi-
dent-Elect Trump received more votes
from Californians than in 2016 or
2020, with an 8.4% swing in his favor.
This has not stopped Governor Gavin
Newsom, however, from bragging
about being the top dog when it
comes to gun control, despite his state
leading the nation in active shooter
incidents 1n 2023. Californians have
suffered leftist policies to nightmarish
proportions, including the Los Ange-
les City Council infamously cutting
$150 million from the police budget,
forcing the LAPD to advise residents

to “cooperate and comply” while be-
ing robbed or attacked by criminals.
In San Francisco, crime was so
out of hand that residents showed
Soros-funded, soft-on-crime District
Attorney Chesa Boudin the door
much like Los Angeles voters recent-
ly rejected George Gascon'’s bid for
reelection. In addition, Californians
passed Ballot Proposition 36 with a
landslide 70% approval, reinstituting
tougher penalties on criminals.
Governor Newsom has responded to
constituents by stating he 1s “ready to
fight” the incoming Trump administra-
tion, calling a special legislative session
“to safeguard the state’s progressive
policies.” “The freedoms we hold dear
in California are under attack — and
we won't sit 1dle,” said Newsom.
Unshockingly disingenuous,
however, the California governor’s
record does not speak to him being a
defender of liberty at all, with recently
leaked sensitive data on thousands of
concealed carry license holders in the
state, the governor’s new 11% tax on
all irearms and ammunition, being
found 1n violation of the First Amend-
ment by the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, and attempting to eliminate
youth recreational shooting sports.
[t seems the only freedoms Gavin
Newsom cares to defend are those
of terminating life in the womb and
shielding criminals from consequences.

lllinois

In Illinois, where Trump closed the
gap with nearly 2.5 million votes com-
pared to Kamala Harris’ three million,
Governor Pritzker firmly secured his
own blinders, stepping up the rhetoric
with the message being, “If you come
for my people, you come through me.”
Seemingly clueless, or at least indiffer-
ent to the shifting landscape, Pritzker
1s a dyed-in-the-wool gun control
advocate who has been particularly
incensed since an Illinois state court
struck down HB 5471, one of his
signature gun control laws, earlier this
month. The “Protect Illinois Commu-
nities Act,” which he signed into law in
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January 2023, banned most semiauto-
matic firearms, and certain models of
semiautomatic handguns, including
standard capacity magazines.

Dishonorable Mentions

The list of degenerate governors
would not be complete without
Massachusetts’ Maura Healey and
New Jersey’s Phil Murphy continuing
to parade the anti-Second Amend-
ment agenda which must be deafening
as it echoes the empty caverns be-
tween their ears, at least to the extent
that they are unable to hear the winds
of change. Trump swung 8.7% favor
in Massachusetts while topping 10.1%
among New Jersey constituants.
Speaking of possible White House
Second Amendment policies, Mur-
phy vowed, “If it’s contrary to our
values, we will fight to the death,” an
ominous statement in contrast to then
President Trump telling protesters to
“march peacefully” in January 2021.

With voters sending a clear message
to state and federal lawmakers earlier
this month, 1t seems the left has not
received the memo, as these governors
and activist groups overflowing with
useful idiots continue to push the
same policies and rhetoric that got
them here in the first place.

While they reject the voices of
Americans as the progressive drum
beats on under the guise of defend-
ing freedom, someone may want to
advise this governor’s collective of
their abysmal record when it comes to
recognizing the inalienable and consti-
tutionally protected rights of their
constituents, particularly the Second
Amendment.

Taking Advantage

With the Republican Party in
control of the White House, House,
and Senate come January, one might
think that conservatives have 1t made 1n
the shade, but make no mistake, we’ve
been here before and 1t wasn’t quite
that way. In fact, President Trump was
not a staunch supporter of the Second
Amendment during his first
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administration as some might offer.
Keep in mind that I don’t think he 1s
against gun rights, but rather 1s not well-
versed in the gun debate and needs to
plant his feet more firmly on the 1ssue.

One such example was President
Trump’s directing the ATF to ban
bump stocks. Given that this debate
arose after the 2017 Las Vegas mass
shooting that left 58 people dead, emo-
tions were extremely high at the time
with Democrats desperate to stand
atop the bodies and pass any measure
they could push from their anti-Second
Amendment playbook. Trump, on the
other hand, seemingly seeing bump
stocks as a harmless compromise to
show he’s reasonable without giving up
too much, took the bait without under-
standing that there is no compromising
with these people and that they will
never stop until American gun rights
are a footnote in history.

On February 28, 2018, President
Trump once again did not grasp the im-
plications of his words in the aftermath
of the school shooting in Parkland,
Florida. When asked about due process
as 1t pertains to the gun rights of those
who may be suffering from mental
ilIness, Trump responded by saying,
“Take the firearms first and then go to
court,” a statement that will live in
infamy and one which he never official-
ly walked back. At the same time, he
also promised his administration would
“work on getting the age [of com-
mercial gun sales] up to 21 instead of
18.” Trump also suggested support for
expanding federal background check
laws, including universal background
checks, however, he later threatened to
veto two House bills on the matter if
they made 1t past the Senate.

This isn’t to say that the Second
Amendment did not see victories under
Trump, because it did. President Trump
repealed the Social Security Adminis-
tration Rule, an Obama-era measure
that would have allowed names of
beneficiaries with non-violent mental
health conditions to be submitted to
the FBI NICS database, unjustly target-
ing citizens without due process.
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The Trump administration also pro-
vided guidance on a case that allowed
a company to publish blueprints for
3D-printed guns online, supported
national reciprocity even though it did
not pass, and removed the United States
from the UN’s Arms Trade Treaty in
2019, protecting American gun rights
from international regulation.

Arguably, his biggest contribution
to the Second Amendment was the
appointment of over 200 conservative
federal judges, including Justices Neil
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy
Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court.
Their record has not been flawless,
however, especially in the case of
Amy Coney Barrett, who sided with
Democrats in United States v. Rahimi,
a case bringing into question whether
people under a domestic violence civil
restraining order have the right to
own a gun, and her recent break with
conservatives during the VanDerStok
hearing on homemade firearms in
early October. Otherwise, the appoint-
ment of these three justices has
benefited Second Amendment rights
in multiple cases, with the Bruen deci-
sion being a key Constitutional win.

When Trump took office in 2017,
assault weapons bans existed in Cali-
fornia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
York, and New Jersey. Only in the case
of New Jersey was the ban ruled uncon-
stitutional and overturned as of 2024,
with the state now restricting assault
weapons to those who acquire a permit.
President Trump, in his first administra-
tion, took the view that states can act
as they want, overlooking the fact that
this does not give them license to violate
the Constitutional rights of Americans.
As a result, blue states continued to
beef up gun control regulations leading
to seven additional states passing
assault weapons bans during the Biden
administration, Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, I[llinois, Minnesota, Virginia,
and Washington.

Then there was the attempt on
Donald Trump’s life while speaking at
a campaign rally in Pennsylvania on
July 13th, 2024. The shooter nearly

succeeded, hitting the now President-
Elect in the ear using an AR-15. Since
that day, Trump has spoken more
openly about the Second Amendment
and his firm support of American

gun rights. Perhaps having learned his
lessons from dealing with Democrats
in his first four years, and certainly
having learned some lessons from them
after leaving the Oval Office, his stance
appears to be more grounded on the
subject, and he has already re-acquired
his sights on national reciprocity.

“I will protect the right of self-
defense everywhere it 1s under siege...
And I will sign concealed carry
reciprocity. Your Second Amend-
ment does not end at the state line,”
according to the newly invigorated
President-Elect.

While national reciprocity would be
a huge win for American gun rights,
the first part of that statement rings
very loudly in my ears, as the Second
Amendment 1s not only “under siege”
in certain states, but also by the feder-
al government itself, with regulatory
agencies redefining and re-interpreting
their way into the homes of law-
abiding citizens. If a second adminis-
tration President Trump truly wishes
to restore and defend gun rights, now
1s his time to live up to the expecta-
tion, or let hollow words fall upon
deaf ears like any other politician.

Moreover, this great shift in the
country i1s an opportunity for conser-
vatives and libertarians everywhere
to respond to the voices of tired and
hungry citizens, to restore some level
of faith in those they elect to govern,
whether we are talking about gun
rights, rogue federal agencies, border
security, crime, foreign policy, taxes,
and the economy. While President
Trump will have one more crack at
it, conservatives as a whole have a
chance to show Americans that they
are listening, that they are interested
in the ideas of the very people who
put them 1n office, that they believe in
America’s Founding and 1deals, and
that they will once again hold those

values sacred. m [Cont. to page 106 ]
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Popular CoQ10 Pills Leave Millions Suffering

Could this newly-discovered brain fuel solve America’s worsening memory crisis?

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA — Millions
of Americans take the supplement
known as CoQ1l10. It’s the coenzyme
that supercharges the “energy factories”
in your cells known as mitochondria.
But there’s a serious flaw that’s leaving
millions unsatisfied.

As you age, your mitochondria break
down and fail to produce energy. In a
revealing study, a team of researchers
showed that 95 percent of the
mitochondria in a 90-year-old man were
damaged, compared to almost no damage
in the mitochondria of a 5-year-old.

Taking CoQ10 alone is not enough to
solve this problem. Because as powerful as
CoQ10 is, there’s one critical thing it fails
to do: it can’t create new mitochondria to
replace the ones you lost.

And that’s bad news for Americans
all over the country. The loss of cellular
energy is a problem for the memory
concerns people face as they get older.

“We had no way of replacing lost
mitochondria until a recent discovery
changed everything,” says Dr. Al Sears,
founder and medical director of the Sears
Institute for Anti-Aging Medicine in Palm
Beach, Florida. “Researchers discovered
the only nutrient known to modern
science that has the power to trigger the
growth of new mitochondria.”

Why Taking CoQ10 is Not Enough

Dr. Sears explains, “This new discovery
is so powerful, it can multiply your
mitochondria by 55 percent in just a few
weeks. That’s the equivalent of restoring
decades of lost brain power.”

This exciting nutrient — called PQQ
(pyrroloquinoline quinone) — is the
driving force behind a revolution in
aging. When paired with CoQ10, this
dynamic duo has the power to reverse the
age-related memory losses you may have
thought were beyond your control.

Dr. Sears pioneered a new formula —
called Ultra Accel Q — that combines
both CoQ10 and PQQ to support maximum
cellular energy and the normal growth of
new mitochondria. Ultra Accel Q is the
first of its kind to address both problems
and is already creating huge demand.

In fact, demand has been so
overwhelming that inventories repeatedly
sell out. But a closer look at Ultra Accel Q
reveals there are good reasons why sales
are booming.

THESE  STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE

Science Confirms the Many
Benefits of PQQ

The medical journal Biochemical
Pharmacology reports that PQQ is up to 5,000
times more efficient in sustaining energy
production than common antioxidants. With
the ability to keep every cell in your body
operating at full strength, Ultra Accel Q
delivers more than just added brain power
and a faster memory.

People feel more energetic, more alert, and
don’t need naps in the afternoon. The boost
in cellular energy generates more power to
your heart, lungs, muscles, and more.

“With the PQQ in Ultra Accel, I have
energy I never thought possible at my age,”
says Colleen R., one of Dr. Sears’s patients.
“I'm in my 70s but feel 40 again. I think
clearly, move with real energy and sleep like
a baby.”

The response has been overwhelmingly
positive, and Dr. Sears receives countless
emails from his patients and readers. “My
patients tell me they feel better than they
have in years. This is ideal for people who
are feeling old and run down, or for those
who feel more forgetful. It surprises many
that you can add healthy and productive
years to your life simply by taking Ultra
Accel Q every day.”

You may have seen Dr. Sears on television
or read one of his 12 best-selling books. Or
you may have seen him speak at the 2016
WPBF 25 Health and Wellness Festival in
South Florida, featuring Dr. Oz and special
guest Suzanne Somers. Thousands of people
attended Dr. Sears’s lecture on anti-aging
breakthroughs and waited in line for hours
during his book signing at the event.

Will Ultra Accel Q
Multiply Your Energy?

Ultra Accel Q is turning everything we
thought we knew about youthful energy on
its head. Especially for people over age 50.
In less than 30 seconds every morning, you
can harness the power of this breakthrough
discovery to restore peak energy and your
“spark for life.”

So, if you’ve noticed less energy as you’ve
gotten older, and you want an easy way
to reclaim your youthful edge, this new
opportunity will feel like blessed relief.

The secret is the “energy multiplying”
molecule that activates a dormant gene in
your body that declines with age, which
then instructs your cells to pump out fresh
energy from the inside-out. This growth of

FOOD  AND DRUG  ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO  DIAGNOSE,
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MEMORY-BUILDING SENSATION: Top doc-
tors are now recommending new Ultra Accel
Q because it restores decades of lost brain
power without a doctor’s visit.

new “energy factories” in your cells is called
mitochondrial biogenesis.

Instead of falling victim to that afternoon
slump, you enjoy sharp-as-a-tack focus,
memory, and concentration from sunup to
sundown. And you get more done in a day
than most do in a week. Regardless of how
exhausting the world is now.

Dr. Sears reports, “The most rewarding
aspect of practicing medicine is watching
my patients get the joy back in their lives.
Ultra Accel Q sends a wake-up call to every
cell in their bodies... And they actually feel
young again.”

And his patients agree. “I noticed a
difference within a few days,” says Jerry
from Ft. Pierce, Florida. “My endurance has
almost doubled, and I feel it mentally, too.
There’s a clarity and sense of well-being in
my life that I've never experienced before.”

How To Get Ultra Accel Q

This is the official nationwide release of
Ultra Accel Q in the United States. And so,
the company is offering a special discount
supply to anyone who calls during the
official launch.

An Order Hotline has been set up for local
readers to call. This gives everyone an equal
chance to try Ultra Accel Q. And your order
is backed up by a no-hassle, 90-day money
back guarantee. No questions asked.

Starting at 7:00 AM today, the discount
offer will be available for a limited time only.
All you have to do is call TOLL FREE 1-800-
997-5135 right now and use promo code
UAQFIRE125 to secure your own supply.

Important: Due to Ultra Accel Q recent
media exposure, phone lines are often busy:.
If you call and do not immediately get
through, please be patient and call back.

TREAT, CURE OR FPREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY, 15
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ATF PROSEGUTES SHERIFF

OVER USING DEPARTMENT GUNS AT PUBLIC MACHINE GUN SHOOT

By David Codrea

and private firearms rights defend-

ers “filed an amicus brief with the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth
Circuit opposing the ATF’s unlawful
attempt to expand the scope of the
1986 machine gun ban (also known
as the Hughes Amendment) through
its prosecution of former Iowa Police
Chief Bradley Wendt,” a Palmetto
State Armory video announces.

“Amici curiae [friends of the court]
consist of firearms associations,
States, and two companies that de-
sign, produce, and sell firearms,” the
brief declares, identifying them as the
“Firearms Regulatory Accountability
Coalition, Gun Owners of America,
Gun Owners Foundation, Palmetto
State Armory, B&T USA, and the
states of West Virginia, Missouri,
Arkansas, Kansas, Montana, New
Hampshire, South Carolina, and
Utah 1n support of defendant
appellant” Wendt.

I n October, a coalition of public

the jury instructions an additional
requirement that taking the machine
gun to the range be part of his
‘official duties’—something not found
in the law.”

To hear the Department of Justice
tell 1t, they had Chief Wendt dead to
rights after he was sentenced to “60
months in federal prison for con-
spiring to make false statements to
the ATF, making false statements to
the ATF, and illegal possession of a
machine gun.” Their recounting of
the charges sounds damning: “Wendt
used his position as Chief of Police to
obtain machine guns for his own per-
sonal use and profit, including to buy
machine guns for his own store (BW
Outfitters, a federal firearms licensee
in Denison, Iowa).”

“Generally, machine guns made
after May 1986 are illegal to transfer
and possess. But law enforcement
agencies can buy machine guns,” DOJ
explains. Wendt wrote law letters to

THEIR RECOUNTING OF THE CHARGES SOUNDS
DAMNING: “WENDT USED HIS POSITION AS CHIEF OF
POLICE TO OBTAIN MACHINE GUNS FOR HIS OWN
PERSONAL USE AND PROFIT, INCLUDING TO BUY
MACHINE GUNS FOR HIS OWN STORE (BW OUTFITTERS,
A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEE IN DENISON, IOWA).”

“In July, Chief Wendt was sen-
tenced to federal prison for taking his
police department machine gun to a
public range day event,” the Palmetto
State Armory video elaborates.
“Knowing that a jury could easily
find this conduct lawful, ATF realized
they needed something beyond the
law passed by Congress to obtain a
conviction—namely, jJamming into
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ATF “requesting the purchase or
demonstration of 90 machine guns for
... his two-man department [and] said
he was buying the machine guns for
the official use...”

“Evidence at trial showed that
Wendt purchased machine guns for
the Adair Police Department, but
later resold those machine guns at a
personal profit of nearly $80,000,”

Shutterstock By Mirza Kadic

DOJ states. “Wendt was also
convicted of one count of illegal
possession of a machine gun, based
on his personal possession of a
belt-fed, M60 machine gun registered
to the Adair Police Department.
Wendt, along with his gun store BW
Outfitters, hosted a machine gun
shoot in April 2022, where he charged
the public to shoot machine guns,
including several registered to the
Adair Police Department.”

Police designating themselves the
“Only Ones” to be trusted with arms
and claiming exemptions to infringe-
ments the people are subjected to
invites corruption, and seeing officials
“hoist with their own petard™ hardly
invites sympathy. Organized law
enforcement is the de facto standing
army feared by the Framers as control
freak politicians declare even semi-
automatics to be “weapons of war”
to be denied to the masses, while the
whole point of the Second Amend-
ment 1s to have a populace armed
and trained for “the security of a free
State™ and for defense of themselves.



So, 1it’s not unfair to wonder what’s
in 1t for gun owners to come to
Wendt’s defense?

First, anything that helps establish
the utter illegitimacy of the govern-
ment involving itself in imposing and
enforcing infringements works in gun
owners’ interests. As 1s stopping ATF
from enforcing even more unenacted
edicts by “unilaterally expanding
its regulatory authority with crim-
inal consequences—this time by

ted to an agency that lacked the
discretion to consider them is an
issue of law which never should have
reached the jury.”

“Wendt was in lawful posses-
sion of the machinegun,” the brief
documents. “The district court’s jury
mstruction contravened the law™
it shows.

“[IInstead of requiring that Wendt
prove he possessed the machinegun
under the authority the City of Adair

“BY ITS OWN TERMS, SECTION 925(A)(1) REMOVES
FIREARMS ACQUIRED BY POLICE OFFICERS FROM
THE GCA—RENDERING WENDT’S PROSECUTION
UNLAWFUL. THE LAW EMPOWERS ATF TO REGULATE
THE TRANSFER AND POSSESSION OF MACHINE GUNS
BUT IS SILENT AS TO THEIR USE.”

incorporating guidance documents
and regulatory provisions into jury
instructions.”

“The jury found Wendt was not
acting within the scope of his official
duties when he possessed the M60
machine gun.” DOJ crows.

Police Department—which he did—
the court demanded that he prove
he used the firearm in the course of
his official duties,” the brief exposes.
“The instruction injected a use-
dependent inquiry found nowhere in
the text.”
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of a pin to gun owners who know, as
Continental Congress Delegate Tench
Coxe observed back in 1788,
“Congress have no power to

disarm the militia. Their swords,

and every other terrible implement
of the soldier, are the birthright of
an American.... [TThe unlimited
power of the sword 1s not in the
hands of either the federal or state
governments, but, where I trust in
God 1t will ever remain, in the hands
of the people.”

We have the right to own, buy, and
sell arms, and any suggestion to the
contrary at the time of the Constitu-
tion’s ratification would have resulted
in 1t being rejected. Not only do DOJ
and ATF have no legitimate authority
to impose infringements, but
Congress also has no enumerated
authority to delegate them.

Unfortunately, much like Napoleon
placing the crown on his own head,
that authority has been usurped and
established, and the federal Leviathan
has amassed the occupying troops
to impose its will. At least, for now,
we still have the courts, as imperfect

“ATF’S TACTIC IS CLEAR,” THE PALMETTO STATE ARMORY VIDEO CONCLUDES. “PURSUE
THROUGH PROSECUTION WHAT IT CAN’T ACHIEVE BY REGULATION—MUCH LESS LEGISLA-
TION—IN THE HOPE IT CAN CREATE CASE LAW FAVORABLE TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.”

Not so fast, the brief responded.

“First, as the Chief of Police,
Wendt was entirely exempt from
the firearms prohibitions at issue
here,” 1t argues. “By its own terms,
section 925(a)(1) removes firearms
acquired by police officers from the
GCA-—rendering Wendt’s prosecution
unlawful. The law empowers ATF to
regulate the transfer and possession
of machine guns but is silent as to
their use.”

“Wendt was charged with
submitting false statements which
the ATF—under the terms of 1ts
own regulations—could not consider,”
the brief continues. “False or not,
the materiality of statements submit-

“Wendt’s false statement
convictions are equally defective,”
the brief contends. “As a matter of
law, Wendt’s statements in the Law
Letters were incapable of influencing
ATF because they fell outside the
scope of what the agency could
properly consider.”

“ATF’s tactic is clear,” the
Palmetto State Armory video
concludes. “Pursue through
prosecution what it can’t achieve by
regulation—much less legislation—
in the hope it can create case law
favorable to the federal government.”

All the legal technicalities being
raised may seem like arguing how
many angels can dance on the head

and often wrong a recourse as they
provide. As such, the coalition
supporting Chief Wendt 1s doing what
it can with the options it has, and thus
1s working not just on his behalf, but
on all of ours.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple
Journalist awards for investigating/
defending the RKBA and a long-time
gun owner rights advocate who defiantly
challenges the folly of citizen disarma-
ment. In addition to being a reqular
featured contributor for Firearms

News, he blogs at “The War on Guns:
Notes from the Resistance,” and posts
onlwitter: @dcodrea and Facebook. &
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Airguns For Sale S3000

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin and
Sheridan warranty service. We also repair
Daisy, Beeman and many other makes of
pellet and bb guns.

No firearms.

Most repairs $80-$120 plus shipping.
We buy used airguns and parts.

In business since 2005.
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC
Ph: 360-656-5123
Email: airguns@comcast.net
Website: accurateairguns.com

B Miscellaneous For Sale S$3240

Browning 1919 FN-38
S/Ns 325 & 326 semiauto from Kkits.
Includes original parts and extras
except right side plates. Like New.

$15,000. riclayton10@gmail.com

Luger Handguns For Sale S$S4080

LUGERS- HUNDREDS

IN STOCK!
SIMPSON LTD IS THE
LARGEST LUGER DEALER
Find holsters, stocks, tools,
magazines, books, manuals,
appraisals, and more at

WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM

Watch our Speaking Luger series
on YouTube!

Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE
& LUGER PISTOLS
Parts, Accessories, Presentation
Display-Cases etc.
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com
Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

Military Arms For Sale S4200

www.StormWerkz.com
Small Arms Upgrades
Made in USA

BLUEPRINTS
American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
Czech25, 383, FN-FAL,
Hotchkiss, Kommando,
Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-Al, M1A1, M3Al,
M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,
MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,
PPSH-41, PPS-43, Reising, Sola, Star,
Sten II & V, Sterling,
Suomi, Swedish K., UD-42, Vickers,

108 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025

Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56. $15 each
or 2/$25, Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are
$25 each. Make payment to:
C. Shillig
PO Box 25932,

Colo. Springs, CO 80936
wmemlal@gmail.com

S4220

Military/Automatic Arms

For Sale

CLASS II FULL AUTO DRILLING
FIXTURES For MAK-90/AK-47
(w/pins & bushing)--$48.50 shipped or
AR-15/M-16, M-11/9 & HK--$33.50 shipped.
All NFA Rules Apply. Order online at
www.ftfindustries.com or mail to:

FTF Industries, Box 68, Hildebran,

NC 28637 (cert. funds, M/C or Visa).

Accessories For Sale S5200

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, in original
boxes. Most American sporting calibers
including obsolete rimfires. NO lists,
reloads, military/foreign. Ray Giles,
RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

S5380

Clips & Magazines

For Sale

VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES U.S. Made.
Also, AK floor plates.

See us at: CSSPECS.COM

$5500

Gun Parts For Sale

Retired gunsmith with 40 years worth of
gun parts inventory. Over 100 models.
Selling as 1 lot. Send email to
bobfried72@gmail.com for list.

Thread protector, blued steel, sharp diamond
knurl. AR size $4, and others.
www.muzzlecouplings.com

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE
FOR S&W REVOLVERS
J FRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. @ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM

GUN PARTS: You name it.
Professional service.
General Parts List, $5. Traders Den,
1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723,
Mail order or by appointment only.
218-666-5083.

Gun Parts Wanted S5501

SWISS Vetterli 1878 Rifle Bolt Assembly.
Call 719-580-0738 or
Email spurr2004@hotmail.com

COMPLETE BOLT FOR 1869/71
SWISS VETTERLI RIFLE.
CALL 719-580-0738

Breech Bolt for Marlin Safety .22 Rifle
or Parts Gun. Stock for Stevens Model 5100
12GA DB Old Style.
319-470-8889.

Gunsmith & Dealer S5540

Services

HOT BLUING 26 Years Experience.
Matte Finish $115, High Gloss $130
Plus Return Shipping.

No Side-by-Sides or Over/Unders.
Send To:

Wolfe’s Custom Rifles,

525 Brown Road.,
Myerstown PA 17067,
717-933-5690

GUN BLUING
and RESTORATION

Firearm Finishing Inc.
509-869-0908

M1 CARBINE, M1 GARAND
Inspection, Repair, Refinish.
email: jtstawinsky(@aol.com

407-973-1212.

PMD Gunsmithing
Specializing in
Firearm Restoration
Rebluing, Stock Refinishing, and Repair.
Better than New!
www.pmdgunsmithing.com
Call 330-240-5960 to receive FREE

SHIPPING both ways with your
restoration project.

RICK’S PLACE

Master Gunsmith
Full Line Gunsmith Shop
Repairs & Restorations
Professionally Trained
45 Years Experience
New OEM Remington Parts
Located in Lonoke AR
Customers across the USA

501-658-7347
www.ricksplace.biz

Gunsmith & Dealer S5560

Supplies

Ultrasonic Cleaners
36" Long for long guns.
Slightly used, like new. Have several other
sizes. One Year Warranty.

Alexy Ultrasonics
845-482-3000



Retired gunsmith with 40 years worth of

gun parts inventory. Over 100 models.
Selling as 1 lot. Send email to
bobfried72(@gmail.com for list.

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine

(hydraulically operated), tooling & training,

This equipment is for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size. Not cheap but a
rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach 11,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40,
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!

Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial

stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,

Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.

(STK363). Sell 3 pes and your out of it! Rest
is profit. Multiple lots get better price! Great
for gun show and store sales. Sarco Inc.
610.250.3960 or visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Indian Relics - B.C.
$2.00 for a Large Color Catalog.
Indian, P.O. Box 246
Independence, KY 41051

Reloading Components

S5800

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING
9mm at $5.00 per 100
40 S&W at $5.00 per 100
38 Special $10.00 per 100
45 ACP $12.00 per 100
223/556 at $12.00 per 100
308 $25.00 per 100
Need a Specific Caliber
Call Chuck 623-341-9122

RELOADERS
All Pistol & Rifle Calibers,
Inspected & Polished.
817-834-5716
thbrassman(@aol.com

POWDER, BRASS-BULLETS:
Powder: WC844 (223) Virgin surplus 159.00,
44+156.99, WCB60- 69.00, 4+64.00,
SALE WC872-WC867 48.00 Surplus, Unfired
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99,
1000-149.99; 223 LC military 60m , 45 Auto,
Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired
Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00; See web for
other Military-Commercial Brass:

New and Fired
BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr. FM-
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match
500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99,
Hornady 224 55gr. PSP-FMJ 94.99m,

Federal 223 55 FMJI m193 - 94 .99m;

Militaria For Sale S5700

Surplus Gear For Sale S5880

223 M855 62 FM -124.99; 223-M856
tracer, Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API
Silver Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady
Commercial Bullets:
see web for current Prices:

Brian McDonald
74880 Johnson Run Rd.
Kimbolton, OH 43749
OAM-5PM,

330-833-4360
Fax No. 740-492-0063
Web: PatsReloading.com

SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS:
| inch long military flechettes in stock.
Sold in 2 oz. (#MISC288) and
I 1b. (#MISC307) packs.
Original USGI. Sarco Inc.,
610.250.3960. Visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Reloading Equipment

S5821

Wanted

RELOADING EQUIPMENT & Gun related
stuff WANTED! Attention Estates, Gun
Shops, Collectors! Sell me your no longer

used reloading equipment, casting,
gunsmithing equipment & tools. Presses,
dies, molds, Stocks, grips and Misc. parts too.

[ buy the items left over after others buy the
guns. Gladly travel for large collections.

Call Rick (330)806-4169 or email
ricketts711(@sbcglobal.net

SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE RADIO

SETS: SCR528 (#RAD04), SCR506

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

(#RADO02), & SCRS508 (#RADO03) radio sets
with mounting bases. Perfect for completing
your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling.
Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960
or
visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
(INERT) (#RL005): Original Vietnam
era rockets with the warhead removed and
replacement inert head installed. Great for
completing your RPG launchers!
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM
BAZOOKA: LRAC-50 bazooka as used by
the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.

Never on the market before. Comes with

shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.

Very limited!
Sarco Inc.., 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

CENTRAL WISCONSIN
GUN SHOW
Friday & Saturday,

February 21st & 22nd, 2025,
Oak Avenue Community Center,
201 S. Oak Ave., Marshfield, W1
B2 Shooters, Open to the public
Fri. 3-8 p.m., Sat 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,

Exhibitor tables 8" - $20.00.

Admission $5.00, children 12 and under free

with an adult.
Info. Bruce 715-687-4741.

SW76

Most Parts will fit the original S&W 76 !!

FULLY TRANSFERABLE. ONLY A FEW LEFT TO SELL.
SEND FOR THE INFO CD.

STARTING @
$9400.00

www.jmbdistribution.com

Best way to contact,
Email: jimburgess@jmbdistribution.com

JANUARY 2025 | FIREARMS NEWS 109



INDEX CLASSIFIEDS

FIREARMS NEWS

For Questions: Please Call 1-309-679-5064

Archery For Sale........ccummmmmnn. 99240 Gun Shows ..., wessessesssenssssssnss 90 150 -
CLASSIFIED CATEGORIES Archery Wanted........oreemmsmmmeesmnns 99241 Gunsmith & Dealer Services e DD A0  SAIES & AUCHONS......oooosssecmnrrssenssmsmssesersescess 90120
7 - Aviation FOr Sale.........mmreeemnne 99200 Gunsmith & Dealer Supplies..........cv..... 99960  Scopes, Rings & Bases Fur Sale.................SEBd[l
EEET:T idEw_S fofers E:?Ssmeg iﬂf 'E STME ot | —H— Scopes, Rings & Bases Wanted..................59841
L3 LR ITER, SN 00 Wl PR AT & —B— Holsters For Sale.........cummmmmmmmmmn.09980  Scopes, Laser Sights For Sale.........u....09850
Both For Sale and Wanted categories are available.  garrels For Sale.... renrern 99280 Holters Wanted........cmsreommmssennnnnn 93981 ScOpES, Laser Slghts Wanted........c..coner.. $5851
Please call (303) 673-0064, for a complete list of  Barrels Wanted.... e Sa281  Hurtinn GINDES icciracispimimnsnDIBI. SOIVILES iviiiamiimsiimssmmiimeis o DO
categories if you don't see your class listed here.  Binoculars & Sputtlng Scupes Fur Sale 85300  Hunting SUpplies .........cocmmumesmmereererseenene 03620 Shooting Events ereeenens 90 140
FIREARMS NEWS is published by Binoculars & Spotting Scopes Wanted .....85301 — K- Stocks & Grips For Sale............memmmrnn 99860
Outdoor Sportsman Group®. Books & Magazines For SaEe.".................... 35320 Knives & Bayonets For Sale ....................85640 Stocks & Grips Wanted...........c.ccnicnsinnen.. 99861
s fih T— ~ Books & Magazines Wanted...................... 85321  Knives & Bayonets Wanted.........................35641  Surplus Gear For Sale........cccccercerirrirrnn. 39880
ki i e U —C— —L-— Surplus Gear Wanted.........c....ccervcccern.... 95881
Colt M1911 Semiauto Variants For Sale...S$3300 Cartridge Collections For Sale.................. 55340 Lost & Stolen..... im0 000 SWOrdS FOr Sale ... v 3920
Fabrique Nationale (FN) For Sale .............53620 Cartridge Collections Wanted............c...... 85341 M Swords Wanted .........emmmmmmrmmessmsmersn 9992 1

Heckler & Koch (H&K) For Sale................53780  Clips & Magazines For Sale.....................09380  Metallic Sights For Sale............ccccouuesie01000,, 03680 —T-—
Military Arms For Sale...........cocornrrunnnn. 94200 Clips & Magazines Wanted..............c...... 99381  Metallic Sights Wanted............cocecee.... 89681 Taxidermy Services.........msmssiserseennn 93940
Military Arms Wanted.........c.cooccomsmnrrnnenn. 94201 Cowboy Action Accessories For Sale........S5390  Militaria For Sale...........oerreeerscsccsinnns 99700 Taxidermy Supplies........vmssmessenn 00960
Military/Automatic Arms For Sale............. 54220 Cowboy Action Accessories Wanted.........85391  Militaria Wanted............euvmmmmsmssserninnss 93701 TArgets For Sale.......cmervmmsmmsissrsssssrrse 03980
Military/Automatic Arms Wanted.............. 54221  Clubs & Organizations ... 99420 Miscellaneous For Sale. ... 93720 TrQQErS FOr SAE ....ccocerrensesmssssrmsssssessn 99390
Remington Rifles For Sale............cco.ccorr.... 34440 —E— Miscellaneous Wanted..............ccooernneree. 99721 Triggers Wanted........ooocevcormreneeeriessinsenn 99991

SIG Handguns For Sale.............ccoscnnn.... 94640 Education & Home Study e 00040 Muzzleloader Accessories For Sale............ S5730 —V-

Taurus Handguns For Sale..........ccccrreer... 34840 Engravers...........en. ...................SﬁdEI] Muzzleloader Accessories Wanted............ 85731 Videos For Sale.........mmmmrmsrrisieneen, 96000
Winchester Rifles For Sale ... 03080 T —P- Videos Wanted.........cummmsemmesmmsssmsssennss 96001
Gun Cleaning Supplies..... e 99475 POR, Firearms & Miscellaneous............... 55750

Accessories, Knives, & Lists, Consignments & Collections Print, Stamps & Collectibles For Sale.......S5760
Gunsmithing Services FOr Sl oo serssensssssessnsnnnn 93480 Print, Stamps & Collectibles Wanted......... S5761 There are more than 400 other
—A-— Lists, Consignments & —R - . .
Accessories For Sale........mmmn. 99200 Collections Wanted.............eumm. 99481  Real Estate.... r— L 4 (| CATSyarias aviians, ke DAl
Accessories Wanted.............reeeemmenennne 39201 Gun Parts For Sale......o.vveveererecereersesrnnn. 99900 Reloading Eﬂmpﬂnents Fur Sale e 39800 (308) £79-5064
Ammunition For Sale ..., 99220 Gun Parts Wanted............cccoocvvennnn.... 99801 - Reloading Components Wanted.................85801 for a complete lisi.
Ammunition Wanted..........ccceccsnicrie... 93221 Gun Safes For Sale..........ccocccvvcvsrninnnnn. 99920 Reloading Equipment For Sale............ ......853211
Appraisal SErvices........ummnnen 99260 GUN Safes Wanted ... 89921 Reloading Equipment Wanted ... 89821
b o - 7
CATEGORY: PRINT ONE WORD PER SPACE - TWO WORDS FREE
1 2 3 4 5 6
T 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 FREE FREE
Please use additional sheet of paper for larger ads.
MAIL completed form to: Firearms News, Dept. CL, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614
L or EMAIL ad and all information below to: FirearmsNews@outdoorsg.com )
PLEASE INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER FOR OUR RECORDS START DATE;
NAME
X 8pt plain @ 40¢ =
ADDRESS
X 8pt bold @ 80¢ =
CITY STATE ZIP
X 10pt bold @ $1.00 =
DAYTIME PHONE X 10pt bold caps @ $1.60 =
METHOD OF PAYMENT (payment due with ad placement) —Kipthod@$180 =
1 Check/Maney Order Enclosed CIMASTERCARD [IVISA [CIDISCOVER I AMEX — Niptdegmoell %
X # of issue(s)
CARD # Exp. Date
MINIMUM: $4.00 $ Total
SIGNATURE
Charge will appear as “Bowhunter Magazine” [ Continue running until notified & charge credit card monthly

110 FIREARMS NEWS | JANUARY 2025



Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman — skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 yards, the "Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile". Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred's Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddlies most shooters. Please note shipping is prepaid
on everything to the lower 48, and that our minimum order is $75.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman®™ — with 1argeis! ........ccoeiieiiiiiiiiricisries s iaeeaseees s s sesn s s aes 542
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Seis w/ Guide $33, 2/875
The 100-yard AQT Target

How far off are you effective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (100 targets)

The "Quick 'n Dlrty“ (QD) AQT... e . dnsisseninsnakaty OF 50 520, S/02

Lot of 10 $105

M14 Operator/Org Maintenancefnepair Parts & Special Tools Manual

(G| Reprint) Match Condition Procedures — Rifle, M14

Original US GI WWII Web Slings! VG or better! .. RSP TR LA PRI AT AL 0 ...525, 5 for $100!
Patnots or how to survive the cornlng collapse, by Rawles (autographad') .......................................... 522

US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 $3.50, 100/8125
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards $18.50, 10/9135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, Cards........cccccceeevinieeinrennnee..... 92 1.50, 10/8145
100 for $10!
$6, Qty of Ten! $35
M1 Garand Op Rod Spnng : R T Rl T SO
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips w/attached mag flller 10/$9, 100/$120
"Battlin the UN", Fred's favorite Story
Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsm14stocks.com
Ask about our US Gl M14E2 stocks with all the US Gl metal!

fredsm14stocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.org




RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com,

HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3
Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens MKII, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed
Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK &
MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and
inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing
in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. Every item we offer
for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry
Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

A Dealer You Can Trust!

Please visit our website for the full
list of inventory specials.

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!



A NEW CHAPTER IN CONCEALED CARRY

LDSO

THE EMBODIMENT OF MACHINED PRECISION

COVERT CARRY

COVERT DOUBLE STACK 9um [OR] (TFS] KIMBERAMERICA.COM




sas
WE DIDN‘T CREATE A

- EASY LOADING...
- FEELS AND LODKS LIKE A PX-3...
- WITH A MATCHING TRIGGER...

TiIsas

TISASUSA.COM
TISASUSA.COM | SPRs
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