A —

1 ' A -'....-, E
; L [ i 1 1 \ .I___ II 5 ‘. II Ly ._I
& i 1] 5 l ' ¥ N 1 '. o [
ol - ’ o AU e Iy
1 S 7 . | i . y
- L ’ i é L L . 3
i _J..a rd " £ L 4 s i it 1 i |-. I:'. .1.- b r
! - o " - ! | | o - _ I R A
E - . W v i [ , - 8 J 4 - _:_I T = i - — _— =% L. . 1 - e —
. - it ik F R e
’ P dle "j v 1 ¥ . - =
b 3 3 &
5 I / el .
' i n 4 8 . 4 i Rgac. . 3
o ] v | y r .
] - - il ' |.'|_'
| v s
L i -3

ERIES PRINGFIEIED AF
&P PISTOL

MORY STACK UP?
BY DAVID FORTIER

THE
PHEGIIHSOH

SOUTH AFRICA’S

B MUSINGS Nl g @ ). L s N %, NEOSTEAD
20M TH | TR s ik B e TWIN-TUBE

W CARRYING
CONGEALED

APPENDIX
S CARRY

PANISH HUBY
| ISTOLS

M NFA COLLECTIA | -
STEN SUBMACHINE GUN

B CODREA’S conn! I{
ATF AND DOJ coun
ABUSES WHILE BEING.g ™"
BIPOLAR ON GUNS ¥ v
W SPECIAL REPORT |
UNDERSTANDING THE ¥
BONDI'V. VANDERSTOK!

JB SPECIAL REPORT [ ==
D&M NG r_EgMPA .,
'HE FUTURE OF GLOBAL':
MlhilNlTlonmimUFA

THE KEENE

RIFLE

REMINGTON’S FIRST
BOLT-ACTION RIFLE!

BEHETTA’S
92XI SAO
TACGTIGAL
PISTOL




E
L
L <
NR
ET
P
—
- LLI
wnu

Bl B i s e B -y ...~I.~ = 5 .
. .“"_ LJ._” m..u.l.ﬂm .-..l...n\_v. IlJTi...nId_.I.lﬂ..nr - ..l.-Jl.-IM_l.I
ﬁn ;
Bty

¥
-
1

&

ot i "

] -

Lo

T

1
[

....ﬂ..._ oy

&

i, e P e
Saluiy

0
11
-
;
-
)
-
W
O
O
e

LLL L L L1

2
O
O
=
<
Y
=
Z
m
0
%
W
0
Z
L
-
"
_“
L
>

14
O
0
M
M
N
0)
0
©
©
0
-
-l
q
O




BANTAMWEIGHT
SIZE

HEAVYWEIGHT
PUNCH

The smallest in the battle-tested SAR9 family, the 21.7 oz Subcompact
features a 3.3" hammer-forged barrel. When paired with our 15-round
extended magazine, the Subcompact feels like a fullsize in a concealable
package. Optic-ready, it's easy to carry all-day, every day.

N
SARUSA.COM




e W BCM

- Widebody SOPMOD

« With removeable

. Available in widebody W\ s modular buttpad
SOPMOD model with more % Stock -

pronounced cheekweld MOd 2 SOPMOD

+ With storage / { — Sh ik astibnal
compartment ——— own with optiona

MOd 1 - —l accessible through stock ;iwa BCM M3 Cheek Risers

buttpad - Patented internal latch system

SOPMOD \ - Widebody SOPMOD Mod 3 s - With removeable modular buttpad

: | -y Muzzle Devices [y LowVizGIO
Grip g i G For 5.56mm and 7.62/.30 Cal . Starting at $35 W= == = "™ P
Mod 3 L S - y

* In Black and
Flat Dark Earth

* Hinged trap door
storage with gasket

Starting at . . $20

M  Compensator
Mod 2

oy

Ny
b ey
rl-,

COmpensator
Mod 3

Grip

Mod 4 iy -- - e Regiment

* In Black and Baes v ietes '

i Bt - {2 Compensator Blades o

- Available wi vl NS ; ol Starting at . . . - Auto Lock Folder
Jack Carr Crossed 5o G e | . Mod 7 &

Tomahawks design ~ EEEEE S s ¢ ADX
Starting at . . 520 SRS = )| Extended A2 ¢ eV =

- e Strategic Sl

* Polymer Trainer

Flash Suppressor

+

S

QD Sling Mounts

For every applications Starting at $19
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& | by e Tactical
» For Aimpoint and Trijicon optics | _ - 4 SIings

In Multiple Heights -
| MCMR

Starting at $45
- M-LOK® compatible '

- KeyMod ™ compatible

- Vickers
Tactical
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Proctor
Lengths from 2 inch to 7 inch. Starting at $70 - Picatinny rail compatible

BRAVOEE== BRAVOCOMPANYUSA.COM

LW o
(: (] NI |:AI\I‘{ ll ,&A All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY  n— AMEEOR s 6 tegisicated etk B RiagpliINdUsiics Gorp.

Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com




BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade Weaponry®

11.5 Inch Carbine

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
- USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected
- Chrome Lined - Mil-Spec F-Marked Forged Front Sight Base

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

*BCW
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Standard 7 Inch 300 Blackout

with BCM KMR-A5 KeyMod ™ Handguard

- T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + .300 Blackout Chamber
- 1/7 Twist Continuous Taper Profile Barrel « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined + 762/300BLK Flash Hider

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

without Hanguards

Standard 16 Inch Mid-Length

with BCM MCMR-15 Free Float Rail Handguard

- USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
* HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM MCMR Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receliver
« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel

with BCM MCMR Rail Hanguards

MCMR-10

Free Float Handguard - FDE
M-LOK® Compatible Modular Rail

* Precision Machined 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy

BCM MCMR Handguards

In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15 Inches . . Starting at $209
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KMR Alpha 15

Free Float Handguard
KeyMod™ Compatible Mounting Slots
* 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM KMR Alpha Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15, 17 Inches . Starting at $209

RAIDER-13

Free Float Handguard
M-LOK® Compatible Mounting Slots
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM RAIDER Handguards
In 10 and 13 Inch Length. . ..

BRAV(

COMPANY USA

Starting at $239

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY s —

Starting at $560

- USGI 1/7 Twist

Chambered in .300 Blackout

Starting at $770

Standard 14.5 Inch Mid- Length

with BCM RAIDER-M13 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver
* Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- BCM RAIDER Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

« USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
+ HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

Starting at $725

| ) b
i —

QRF-7 Quad Rail

Free Float Handguard
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM QRF Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 12 Inches
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Rall Covers

- Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
In KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible

BCM Rail Covers . . .. 5 Packs starting at $10

Vi KAG
Kinesthetic
Angled Grip

* Available in Black or

Flat Dark Earth, in KeyMod, .
M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM KAG Grips Starting at $19

with BCM RAIDER Rail Hanguards

Starting at $765

_F—-I_!—-I_I—J—l—-l_—-—i-r—-l-

PKMR and PMCR

Polymer Handguards
- High strength polymer, simple "drop Iin" design
- Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,

in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible,
in Carbine or Mid-Length

BCM Polymer Handguards . . . Starting at $21

k{,}[f

T

"

Vertical
Grip
Mod 3

- Available in
Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod, M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM Vertical Grips Starting at $19

BRAVUCOMPANYUSH.COM

All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.

M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.

Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com
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NEWSSTAND

News for the
Firearms Community

GUN POLITIGCS

e A Tale of Two Revolutions

e ATF and DOJ Continue
Abuses While Being

Bipolar on Guns
David Codrea

SPECIAL REPORT(S)

e Understanding The Bondi
v. VanDerStok Decision

e D&M Holding Company,
Part 1: The Future of Global

Ammunition Manufacturing
Darwin Nercesian

CARRYING CONGEALED
Appendix Carry

James Tarr, Field Editor

MUSINGS FROM THE
AMMO BUNKER

The .32 ACP Today
David M. Fortier, Executive Editor

NFA COLLECTING

The British Sten Gun
Will Dabbs, MD

THE WAR GUNS
Spanish Ruby Pistols

Paul Scarlata

V FOR VICTORY!

Smith & Wesson's Spec
Series V M&P Pistol

James Tarr, Field Editor

Cover photography by Andy Grossman

How Does This New 9x19mm PDW
from Sprlngﬂe\d Armory Stack Up”?

David M. Fortier, Executive Editor
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78 THE PREGURSOR: SOUTH

AFRICA’S NEOSTEAD
TWIN-TUBE SHOTGUN
Before the UTAS UTS-15,
Before the Kel-Tec KSG,
and Before the Smith &
Wesson M&P-12, There
Was the Neostead. Devel-
oped and Manufactured in
South Africa, This Twin-Tube
Pump-Action Shotgun Was
Way Ahead of Its time!

Pierangelo Tendas

86 THE REMINGTON KEENE

Remington’s First Bolt-
Action Rifle Was a Design

That Ran Out of Time!
Jeff John

94 BERETTA’S 92XI SAO

TACTICAL PISTOL
Single-Action for the Win!

Patrick Sweeney




YOU CAN TRIIST

Trust in Smith & Wesson’s Legacy - The M2.0® Pistol

Our commitment to excellence shines through our M&P® family of
polymer-frame pistols, renowned for their reliability and performance.
As the landscape continued to shift, we rose to the challenge,
developing cutting-edge polymer-frame, striker-fired pistols that have
become top sellers in the industry. Today, our M&P= M2.0® stands as
a testament to our dedication to constant improvement, addressing
critiques to deliver the best-in-class firearms.

= Scan for
B More Info

7
0

Smith&Wesson'

EMPOWERING AMERICANS

smith-wesson.com

22024 Smith & Wesson Inc. All Rights Reserved.



REVOLVER
SPEED LOADER

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER

.22 (aliber

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER ¢

HKS PROD UCTS, INC
7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

www.HKSspeedloaders.com
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LRANPA'S GUN PART)

U.S. SPRINGFIELD PARTS
KRAG
TRAPDOORTS
M1903 SPRINGFIELD RIVLE

MUSKETS &
OTHER EARLY PARTS

* ok ok ok ok ok ok

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS

MILITARY

LAW ENFORCEMENT
FIRE

EMERGENCY SERVICES

SECURITY

&
OTHER
HISTORICAL MILITARIA
COLLECTABLES

\

WWW.GRANPASGUNPARTS.COM

S&K SCOPE MOUNTS

MANUFACTURING
THE BEST SCOPE MOUNTS
FOR YOUR RIFLES

CARCANO

Will Fit Models
CARCANO 1891 CALVARY CARBINE
CARCANO 1891 T.S TROUPE SPECIAL

CARCANO 91/28 WITH ORIGINAL
SHORT SIGHT

WE TAKE ORDERS OVER
THE PHONE!

800-578-9862

ek

or visit us at:
http://www.buyscopemounts.com
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STACKING EM DEER AND SELLIN' EM CHEAP CENTERFIRESYSTEMS.COM

c E N TE R FI R E CALL US! 800-950-1231

SYSTEMS siceiesz M-F: 9AM-5PM SAT: 9AM-2PM

COLLECTIBLE HANDGUNS

ZASTAVA M83

.357 MAG REVOLVER

“MADE ENTIRELY OF STEEL"

»4” BARREL
»6 RD CAPACITY

» DOUBLE-ACTION
> VENTILATED RIB

STARTING AT...

CZECH CZ-50

.32 ACP PISTOL

“COLD WAR LEGACY”

% C&R ELIGIBLE
» 3.8” BARREL

»8 RD CAPACITY
» SEMI-FAUTO

STARTING AT.. 19999
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610.250.3960 Phones Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 5pm, Call for Showroom Hours In fO@SElI‘ coinc.com
U.S. WW2 M1A1 Bazooka -Replica y il

I US. M7 |

BM59 Unissued .308 ._ | B _ U.S.

Magazines in ‘Factory (Non-Flring) steel w/wood stock . Wz‘) —— __j_r l Eﬁggg Et BM4

agﬂiﬂiﬂﬁ??ﬁ; S Sdlcr:uble s ;r; ft?;fe;:stpf-:r your| g Q Ii_rl"ln}ﬁgs{]i gtl r-,;gpi:
- b % ' “ |8 cab.

sealed with foil enclosure., = o D‘ — :f5_~':,;__, $95. -

Rarely offered this way ! w/sling. New. | #BAY284 .li * New

3 mags for $150.
#BM59047-3Pack

AZ0O ocket Bag-
3 rockets. Available in Khaki ﬂD
and USMC WW2 'Frog’Camo. |
QD Bag $34.95#MISC983-Khaki |

[ 5
reenactln g. ﬁl“ '|j

|

|

'

|

Thompson Drums )
s - 5 T Camo Bag534.958MISCO83-CAMO | 349.95
i il L A . . tBAY354
s ¥ s i i aii ‘““T‘J 3 '- aw linert rockets sold separately) | i
-C';._J"' " e II.A.'L -_"‘.""_J_ i '
5 A = B - b
e 11l {8 S = AT AR QD . e LAlso the M1 1 Bazooka is so d ' M1 Grenade |
> gl | (Rl AT BT S parts set u to ailseLn ome EE’I %E net inert, steel. |
B a7l A gdm_ gis rec?. ut ot ca . Also w/original
,. .. /'; T i 4’ - b erlnﬁqn‘}(e? ] scan e used. 5 ave Etfs[ theGﬂF-t?U Elzlﬁs}gﬂ ";?2,;;“'

- — das=ol Sy M6A3 Bazooka Sl 3255, #MISC533 KIT ™ anufacture. Exc. #AMo26 1
Thompson 1928 50 rd. Drum $195. #TMP146 U === B2 4 |Rocket-replicain | ' $99.95 #BAY399 ~
Thompson 1928 100 rd. Drum $450. §TMP198 \pr= 4 | Wood.istest fins KIT - seg detalls on the Web Site PN —
AR15 .556mm Cnm Iete\.?ra'sl ght, lug E."r r}ngard ‘ el $39.95 #MISCA4 E == 'a:re

et R e P =T Ve s Bart ome o L 28
- #AR426 k:.- o e = ;D"“m,,ﬁ“sgon . » O $125. #BR9206
P s e e ?‘ |

M14E2 Rifle Stock
-

I‘l\

l|
St M31 U.5, Hlﬂe Grenade.
2| Inert full size , steel, as used on

M1 Garnd,M14,M16 Rifles. New
191 / Bayonet & Leather Scabbard, new with
Tharkings. $89.95 EBAY364 $53.95 #MISC875

ﬂpﬂﬂgﬂ;%

? Ir'i amous Pacific Axis Grenade

—'ﬁ.ﬁ\ -—T : R ' :
Finally In Stock !I! Newly Manufactured Beech Stocks . Carbine Gm"ﬂd& " |
Stripped Stock $165. #M14364 WW2 Model 38/44 Italian SMGs were converted in many ' —y
Also available as Stock with metal hardware | cases to the Model 38/49 series with improvements such e .
kit. See Web Site. 5340. #M14383 35 3 cross bolt safety. This is the Model 4 version and the 'ﬁ;w v

parts set comes with a cut receiver & cut barrel as required,
no mag, but with the rest of the internals , sights & stock.
# A great basis for a ‘build’ project, We have mags available

Steel |
and ~_ -
Brass
construction l.wtb

safety clip.
Full SIIE & Hefty ! S5 3

M1C Garand Flash
Hider: origi na
patternw 2d ewce

easily to the rifle. New rrm
$125. #GRD388

separately . $199.99 #B38020

koo gl Sarco has thousands of ms@ ”s‘aﬁzai’i"a}éﬁé’éél?f
aniifactarad withthe: . Beautiful new 16" blade wit w :
ity (R RgRr classic wartime guns & RASTERNC-Ei s i o T

E: new & embossed scabbard.

Parts set in 308, with all Ea ‘ T4

parts except mag.,barrel, L =
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SUPREME GCOURT AVOIDS NEW YORK

This Ensures
Gun Rights WIll

Continue to
Be Denied

By David Codrea,
Politics Field Editor

‘ ‘ he US Supreme Court

Trefused to question New

York’s 2022 gun restric-
tions, including the state’s limits
on concealed-carry licenses and
its ban on weapons in buses, parks
and crowded venues,” Bloomberg
News reports. “The justices without
comment turned away an appeal by
six New York residents who said the
restrictions infringe the Constitution’s
Second Amendment and fly in the
face of recent Supreme Court rulings
bolstering gun rights.”

They do, of course, obviously and
blatantly.

“The disputed law requires appli-
cants for concealed-carry licenses to
show they are of ‘good moral charac-
ter’ and aren’t a danger to themselves
or others,” the report adds. “Appli-
cants must provide character refer-
ences and a list of people who live in
the same home, undergo an in-person
interview and complete 18 hours of
in-person training.”

Just like the Founders intended
when they wrote “shall not be 1n-
fringed,” right? Just like the Supreme
Court intended 1n 1ts Bruen decision,
and 1ts “text, history, and tradition”
standard...?

That’s another thing. Any rational

reading would conclude SCOTUS
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meant consistent with the time the
Bill of Rights was ratified. Hoping to
legitimize subsequent discriminatory
restrictions, gun prohibitionists are
still arguing for 19th Century/Recon-
struction era infringements. So why
did the High Court reject the Petition
for the Writ of Certiorar1 in the
Antonyuk case?

It was an interlocutory appeal for a
preliminary ijunction, legal apol-
ogists tell us. Denial of cert doesn’t
rule on the merits, and there are other
cases 1n the works raising the same
issue. SCOTUS won’t look at a case
until there’s a final judgment and
conflicts between districts. That and
they’ll eventually get around to 1t. We
think. While the Bruen majority 1s still
there... There’s a reason the Constitu-
tion calls them “inferior Courts,” but
that’s stopping no one.

e s o ) - T i e
pr-. O g W ¥ T, "
~ i . E i §ih ‘a L "
e = o b
utl : Wi - i 1
'a_‘. L - +l.- '1_ i
i, Y E =g () B .
ot i, s, - a | - o A &
s, ! u =, o :
1.__‘__:. o " . x
e, L= 1 L
"~ - ¥
! e L3 .

(Shutterstock/Bob Korn)

In the meantime, because procedure
1s prioritized over justice, Americans
will continue to be at risk of having
their lives destroyed if they claim
rights we know they have, the justices
know they have, and significant-
ly, those trying to eviscerate them
know they have. It’s the same for gun
owners at risk for owning semiauto-
matic firearms and standard capacity
magazines banned by states. SCOTUS
keeps kicking that can down the road.

“A right delayed 1s a right denied,”
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote in
his “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”
“We must come to see with the distin-
guished jurist of yesterday that ‘justice
too long delayed is justice denied.””

Along with that, the violence mo-
nopolists are emboldened to impose
more restrictions, confident that they
won't be slapped down by the High

[Cont. to page 102 ]
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GUN POLITIGS By pavid Codrea | Political Field Editor

David Codrea is the winner of multiple journalist awards for investigating/defending the RKBA and a long-time gun owner rights
advocate who defiantly challenges the folly of citizen disarmament. In addition to being a reqular featured contributor for Firearms
News, he blogs at “The War on Guns: Notes from the Resistance,” and posts on Iwitter: @dcodrea and Facebook.

A TALE OF TWO REVOLUTIONS
A

s monarchs go, Louis X VI of
France wasn’t such a bad guy.
He was a devout Christian who
wanted to better his subjects’ lives by
abolishing torture and involuntary ser-
vitude, granting “liberty of conscience’
to Protestants, improving conditions
in prisons and hospitals, and arguing
against warrants that allowed for 1m-
prisonment without trial, among other
reforms. And as acts of overthrowing
naked tyranny go, the storming of the
Bastille 1s hardly the definitive blow
for liberty i1t’s been made out to be. At
the time 1t was overrun, 1t held “only
seven inmates who had been well kept,
including the “unusually disgusting”
Marquis de Sade, who, with a “make-
shift megaphone,” would shout lies

to passersby from his window that a
prisoner massacre was imminent.

These are but two historical clar-
ifications explained in Contrasting
Ideals and Ends in the American and
French Revolutions, a painstakingly
researched and comprehensive analysis
of 1deologies and personalities steering
events 1n both. It makes clear why one
gave birth to a national recognition
of individual rights such as the world
had never seen and the other quickly
devolved into totalitarian hell.

The book 1s one of many by prolific
author Miguel A. Faria, Jr., a retired
neurosurgeon and medical journal editor,
who as a boy escaped from Castro’s
Cuba with his father. Having lived under
the evils of communism, he has become a
fierce and knowledgeable advocate
for freedom. As one of the foremost
defenders of the Second Amendment
(“The Perversion of Science and Med-
icine: Public Health and Gun Control
Research,” and America, Guns, and
Freedom, are among his works, and he

9

23
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Contrasting Ideals and
Ends in the American and
French Revolutions

Miguel A, Faria, Jr.
B aeommes |
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Contrasting Ideals and Ends in the Amer-
ican and French Revolutions, by Miguel
A. Faria, Jr., a painstakingly researched
and comprehensive analysis of ideolo-
gies and personalities steering events in
both revolutions. (Cambridge Scholars)

devotes an entire chapter in this book
to “The “Troublesome’ Second Amend-
ment—The Right to Keep and Bear
Arms”), Faria’s testimony before Con-
gress on Centers for Disease Control bias
against guns was instrumental 1n per-
suading them to cut funding for anti-gun
advocacy masked as “research.”

In Contrasting Ideals, Faria not
only introduces us to key “players™
in both revolutions, like Maximil-
ien Robespierre and other Reign of
Terror figures like Jean-Paul Marat,
whose differences with “Founding
Fathers” like George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson could not have been
more pronounced. For rebellions that
seemingly had so much in common at
the outset, the goals of those driving
them were antithetical.

“The American revolutionaries
were nationalist patriots, who wanted

independence from Great Britain and
to create a new nation based on the
principles of classical liberalism and
Natural Rights theory,” a Cambridge
Scholars Publishing synopsis explains.
“Their goal was the attainment of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,
inherent in the God-given or
Nature-derived rights of free men.”

“The French revolutionists adopt-
ed the revolutionary slogan Liberté,
Egalité, Fraternité, but they did not
grasp the fact that the leveling of
society was incompatible with liberty,
the synopsis continues. “And regard-
ing fraternity, they did not mean the
brotherhood of all men because the
nobility and common citizens who did
not hold the purest aims of Jacobin
1deology were exterminated.”

The horrors of that extermination
campaign, with key figures ultimately
turning on each other (fearful of his
designs for them, Robespierre’s rivals
sent him to the guillotine first) are
recalled in detail, and one can’t
continue reading without seeing
parallels to modern times and to the
1deological heirs of collectivism, right
down to phenomena and tactics being
used by subversives today. Those
include power-hungry elites bent on
total control, widespread propaganda/
disinformation campaigns (now
known as “fake news”), provoked/
manipulated self-entitled mobs ready
to destroy without cause beyond
ignorant covetous fury, and no
shortage of useful 1diots swallowing
and spreading lies oblivious to the
historical reality that their turn would
come as soon as they’re no longer
deemed useful. Equal rights do not
mean equal outcomes, and fueling
expectations that they do has been a

e
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keystone strategy for Jacobins, then
Marxists, and now Democrats.

At 485 pages, including seven parts,
22 abundantly illustrated chapters (in-
cluding a section of color plates) with
an Epilogue, 11 supplemental appendi-
ces adding rich details and additional
considerations to the main narrative,
extensive notes, a selected bibliography
and an exhaustive index, this 1s not a

book most will breeze through quickly.
That said, once started, prepare to find
it hard to put down and expect to be
anxious to pick 1t back up again and
resume reading as soon as you can.

Then urge your friends to read it.
And contact your local library and
ask them to carry it.

For more, go to the Cambridge
Scholars website (cambridgescholars.

com) and enter the book’s title in

the search field. From there, you

can read an excerpt that includes

the Contents and goes well into
Chapter 2. Because that’s a UK site,
U.S. readers can avoid a credit card for-
eign currency conversion fee and order
a copy of Contrasting Ideals and Ends in
the American and French Revolutions by
entering the title at Amazon.com. EJ

ATF AND DOJ GONTINUE ABUSES

WHILE BEING BIPOLAR ON GUNS

What Good Is ‘See
Something/Say
Something’ If No
One Is Listening?

‘ ‘ ederal prosecutors now using

FATF’S lies and fake evidence

to harm former sailor’s legal
appeal,” Lee “The Gunwriter” Williams
documents for the Second Amendment
Foundation’s Investigative Journalism
Project. “It now appears that the only
way former American sailor, Patrick
‘Tate” Adamiak, may get out of his unde-
served 20-year prison sentence is through
a presidential pardon, because federal
prosecutors are now using the lies and
fake evidence created by the ATF to fight
an appeal filed by the 31-year-old former
Navy E-6, who had just been accepted by
Naval Special Warfare before his arrest.”

So much for “Thank you for your
service.” And “lies and fake
evidence”...? Over what?

“Because Adamiak’s possession of
an unregistered machinegun fell out-
side the scope of the Second Amend-
ment, the district court properly de-
nied his motion to dismiss,” Assistant
United States Attorney Jacqueline R.
Bechara claimed.
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“Adamiak had gun parts but not
any 1llegal firearms, and he certainly
had no machineguns,” Williams, citing
the appellant’s attorney, counters.

So why 1s the government saying that
he did? And what’s with the official
position of the Trump/Bondi Justice
Department, that arms suitable for
Militia use and uninfringed keeping and
bearing, are “outside the scope” of 2A?

To answer the first question, it’s be-
cause ATF’s informant lied, and because
ATF’s Firearms Enforcement Officer
“actually turned toys into firearms, legal
RPGs into destructive devices and 100%
legal semi-autos into machineguns,” by
“insert[ing] a real STEN action and a
real STEN barrel into Adamiak’s toy
STEN submachinegun ... [classified]
five of Adamiak’s ... legal semi-autos

.. as machineguns ... ruled that several
recetvers that had been cut in half were
actually machineguns [and] rebuilt ...
inert RPGs ... add[ing] parts from
ATF’s real RPGs until they would fire a
single subcaliber 7.62x39mm round.”

(BATFE
and
US DOJ)

If that sounds inventive, it really
wasn’t. It’s a time-tested (and filthy)
ATF practice to entrap, counting on
defendants not having the wherewith-
al to expose 1t and judges not having
the knowledge and/or the inclination
to know any better or to care.

Case in point from 2008, ATF tried to
entrap firearms designer Len Savage over
a part he submitted that would allow
for cheaper ammunition to be used. The
Firearms Technology Branch declared
1t a machinegun after adding “metal, a
length of chain, some duct tape and some
plastic wire ties for the agency to make
his gun part operate in that fashion.”

And Savage makes a compelling case
that this was retaliation for his expert
testimony 1n an earlier trial, when anoth-
er veteran’s loaned rifle malfunctioned
at a range, firing oft short bursts before
jamming. It didn’t matter that the rifle
in question had not been mtentionally
modified for select fire. It didn’t matter
that the government had repeatedly
failed to replicate automatic fire until




they replaced the ammunition with a
softer primer type. The manipulated jury
returned a “guilty” verdict.

To answer the second question, it’s
because the government 1s operating
based on limited knowledge, past practice,
ingrained biases, and from within a closed
echo chamber that insulates decision mak-
ers from outside nfluences. That’s why we
see current wild swings of the gun control
pendulum, with the administration pro-
posing good things, like investigating Cal-
ifornia pattern and practice mfringements,
accompanied m the same timeframe by
stupid, offensive, and outright tyrannical
crap like AUSA Bechara is pulling.

The people 1n charge seem to keep
being taken by surprise. Why? And
how do we change that?

“Pam Bondi and the others are
extremely busy with a lot of things,”
You Tube’s popular Four Boxes
Diner notes 1n its “Important: How
You Can Help Protect 2A!” video.
“But the reality 1s we 1n the Second
Amendment community are going to
have to work hard to bring things to
their attention. If you see anything
out there that seems inconsistent
with the right to keep and bear arms
... you observe it, you report it to
everyone in the Second Amendment
community. You let all the Second
Amendment groups know, you let the
YouTubers know, you let the Second
Amendment influencers know, you let
everyone know about this situation...”

“Senior officials at the Department
of Justice and 1in the White House can’t
track everything going on in America
right now,” the video continues. “We
in the Second Amendment community
need to help them do their jobs. We
need to pull this information together.
We need to identify problems for them,
recommend solutions, and then bring it
to the people that count.”

In other words, if you see some-
thing, say something. That’s great
advice and I agree completely. The
question that remains 1s “HOW do
we get 1t to ‘the people that count™?
Comprehensively and consistently?
How do we get the president’s ear?

Some of us have tried and our efforts
have proven as effective as screaming at
his passing limousine from the sidewalk
crowd. I'll cite my own experiences, and
while I don’t kid myself about being
an influencer of any importance, be-
tween the national gun magazines and
websites I have and continue to write
for, 1t ain’t nothin’. That’s why I was
disappointed during Trump’s first term,
when I lobbed the administration a
no-brainer softball, pointing out an eas-
ily correctable error on the White House
website, where 1t claimed, “The Second
Amendment gives citizens the right to
bear arms.” I wrote an article that got
national exposure. I created a petition
using the White House’s own petition
tool. Thousands of gun owners signed
it. And 1t was all over social media, with
@realDonald Trump copied on Twitter.

To no one’s surprise, it was never
acknowledged, and nothing ever was
done. (By comparison, I actually got a
good response when I contacted George
W. Bush’s administration and got them
to 1ssue a significant correction to a
Federal Register entry: “When the FAA
1ssued a final rule on human space
flight, 1t described one rule as consis-
tent with the Second Amendment of
the Constitution because, among other
things, the right to bear arms under the
Second Amendment 1s a collective right.
The FAA now withdraws that charac-
terization and amends its description.”)

Recently, I've reported on two com-
plaints made to the DOJ Civil Rights
Division, one about an Illinois Supreme
Court Judge with blatant financial and
political conflicts of interest who ruled
to uphold the state’s “assault weapons™
ban, and more recently, one asking
them to mvestigate civil rights violations
inherent in the state’s Firearms Owner
Identification card (FOID) requirement.
DOJ showed deliberate indifference to
the first complaint. The second 1s still
outstanding at this writing.

I don’t hold my experiences out as
unique. Every 2A writer, blogger, and
video influencer out there, at least the
ones who produce original reports and
1deas, can cite examples of their own.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The point of sharing personal reflec-
tions 1s to illustrate how trying to get the
attention needed to bring change 1s an
ineffective approach unless recognized
and organized. “Gun rights” groups

and 1nfluencers are all apprised of these
efforts, but invariably place their own
agendas and interests first, and the

ones with the loudest voices and most
connections are the ones that get on the
administration’s radar—meaning worthy
alternative priorities and approaches
never make 1t to the top of the pile.

So, what’s the solution?

Democrats know. It’s to organize.

A viable way to present a coordinated
front representing gun owner interests
and having the president’s ear 1s by the
White House replacing Joe Biden’s
Office of Gun Violence Prevention with
an Office for Second Amendment Pro-
tection. ATF’s newly appointed Chief
Counsel, Robert Leider, “a Scalia Law
professor & Second Amendment legal
expert” per Gun Owners of America,
would be the logical choice to act as
liaison for a group of select prominent
advocacy and legal influencers intro-
duced as “Gun Owners for Trump”
during the presidential campaign.

They should hold regular, publicly
accessible online meetings (save for
executive sessions where advisable),
serving as informed advisors on gun
1ssues, helping shape agenda priorities,
including ATF practices and rules
oversight, federal and state bill analyses,
legal strategies, responses, and action
items. They should establish a means
to report their efforts and progress to
us “ordinary” gun owners, providing a
conduit to communicate and make our
hopes, concerns, and objections known.
Leider, in turn, would act as the voice
of the administration, making sure the
right administration functionaries would
attend meetings, and reporting group
recommendations and concerns to Kash
Patel, Pam Bondi, and Donald Trump
so there would be no more surprises.

Such an office would be an invaluable
safeguard. It’s also the only organized,
consistent, and coordinated way to say
something when we see something. EJ
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SPECGIAL-
-REPORT

By Darwin Nercesian | News Field Editor

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun rights advocate and shooter of targets far, far away. As the News Field Editor at Firearms News,
Darwin writes about the Second Amendment, firearms, and related gear. Follow him on Instagram, X, and YouTube @D TOE_ Official

UNDERSTANDING THE

BONDI V. VANDERSTOK DEGISION

Breeding Bureaucratic Overreach and Confusion Over
the Second Amendment.

e all look at grey areas of the
law differently. For exam-
ple, some of us see them as

convenient, providing just enough
room to know where we can bend
without breaking, while others have
understandably lost faith in govern-
ment agencies and the judicial system,
preferring less grey area so that we are
always on sure footing when 1t comes
to legal challenges. I'm not here to crit-
icize either way of thinking, but I will
admit to being a member of the latter,
wanting to know precisely what the
law 1s, whether I agree with it or not,
and remain on the side that does not
threaten my family’s safety or freedom.
It does not escape me that I am clearly
speaking about the fear of my govern-
ment, a vessel for tyranny that sailed a
long time ago, a tragedy that, ironi-
cally, the Founding Fathers tried to
preempt with the Second Amendment.
The unfortunate reality 1s, however,
that those 1n government know the
Founder’s intent also and have been
hard at work for years attempting to
pervert and dismantle it to protect
their own interests through subjuga-
tion. Whether you're a gun owner or
work 1n the firearms industry, you
know the feeling of being hunted
day after day by this ominously dark
cloud constantly shifting the land-
scape 1n its favor to cast a shadow of
criminality upon Americans posing
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Darwin Nercesian also gives an analysis of who the Supreme Court Justices are
in relation to the Second Amendment. (Shutterstock/PT Hamilton)

no threat to anyone while exercising
their Constitutional rights through
law-abiding activities.

Well, the United States Supreme
Court just tipped 1ts hat to the tyran-
nical thunderstorm by broadening
that grey area and giving the ATF
even more discretion to play gotcha
games with the law against American
citizens. While this is a bad thing,

I'll also explain how we’ve come full
circle back to where we started. So,
what tangible difference did all of this
make 1n the end? Not a whole lot, 1s
the answer. But it did foster a more
unstable foundation for those who sell

and purchase parts kits, waste a ton of
taxpayer resources, and prove that the
majority of the United States Supreme
Court gives far more reverence to cor-
rupt infringements upon the Second
Amendment than they do to the plain
text and spirit of the Constitution.

Whose Case Is This?

While I don’t back down from hold-
ing feet to the fire with the Trump ad-
ministration, Pam Bondi, or anyone
regarding the Second Amendment, I
have to point out that the case, now
known as Bondi v. VanDerStok, 1s
a holdover matter from the Biden
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administration that was originally
Garland v. VanDerStok. It was entirely
litigated by that regime, with the
government losing in the district court
and the Sth Circuit Court of Appeals
before taking the case to the Supreme
Court. Only the ruling itself has been
1ssued during President Trump’s sec-
ond term with Pam Bondi1 at the helm
of the Department of Justice.

ity asserts that plaintiffs argued the
ATF’s frame or receiver rule, 27 CFR
§ 478.12, 1s inconsistent with the Gun
Control Act of 1968 (GCA), particu-
larly 18 U.S.C § 921(3):

“(3) The term “firearm” means (A)
any weapon (including a starter gun)
which will or 1s designed to or may
readily be converted to expel a pro-
jectile by the action of an explosive;

has to be one of the biggest chicken
turd rulings I've ever witnessed.
Here’s where things start to smell
pretty bad. The Supreme Court
majority will have you believe that
they were obligated to approach
and answer VanDerStok as a facial
challenge, whether or not the ATF
frame or receiver rule exceeded the
agency s regulatory authority granted

THIS IS WHERE THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP WILL TAKE RESPONSIBILITY AND DO THE
RIGHT THING, OR THEY WON’T. WE’RE WATCHING...

I don’t make this distinction to
absolve the current administration or
the DOJ of all responsibility, as they
are now 1nvolved whether they like it
or not. Between the recent hiring of
Robert Leider as ATF Chief Counsel
and Assistant Director, slamming
the brakes on acting U.S. Attorney
Michael Simpson’s argument against
silencers being protected by the
Second Amendment, the repurposing
of ATF personnel to aid the FBI at
the border, and reinstatement of the
Second Amendment rights resto-
ration provision for the first time since
1992, it may seem like we are headed
down a better path than the previous
four years, but time and substantive
change will be the judge of that. In
the meantime, Pam Bondi could step
into the fray, thank the Supreme
Court for 1ts opinion, then shut the
rule down anyway. It 1sn’t a codified
law, and doing so would send a clear
message to Americans about this ad-
ministration’s stance. This 1s where the
current leadership will take responsi-
bility and do the right thing, or they
won’t. We're watching. ..

What Is a Facial Challenge?

I cannot stress enough how import-
ant 1t 1s to understand what 1s meant
by the legal term “facial challenge.”
This 1s when a law 1s argued unconsti-
tutional on its face, inherently flawed,
and 1mvalid in any application. In
this case, the Supreme Court major-
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(B) the frame or receiver of any such
weapon; (C) any firearm muffler or
firearm silencer; or (D) any destructive
device. Such term does not include an
antique firearm.”

The majority opinion contends
that some kits are so close to being a
completed firearm or receiver that, in
those instances, the statute allows the
ATF to regulate them as such, accord-
ing to the Court’s opinion written by
Justice Gorsuch.

“(.a) Section 478.11’s provisions
addressing weapon parts kits are not
facially invalid under §921(a)(3)(A).
That subsection contains two require-
ments: a “weapon’” must be present,
and that weapon must be able to expel
a projectile by the action of an explo-
stve, designed to do so, or susceptible
of ready conversion to operate that
way. Some weapon parts kits meet
that description... While other kits
may be so incomplete or cumbersome
to assemble that they cannot fairly
be described as weapons capable of
ready conversion, the facial challenge
fails because kits like Polymer 80’s
clearly qualify.” Gorsuch writes.

But just as it seems, I have perhaps
provided vindication for the Court’s
decision. Think again, because this
was an irresponsible handling of the
1ssue, and hiding behind a very narrow
scope will not absolve the Justices of
their duty and responsibility to Ameri-
cans and the Constitution. They just
kicked that can down the road in what

by the GCA, placing a heavy burden

of proof upon plaintiffs to prove that
this law could never be Constitution-
ally applied to any set of facts.

In his dissent, Justice Samuel Alito
disagreed with the Court’s approach
as a facial challenge because the case
was 1nitiated to address an Admin-
istrative Procedures Act violation,
meaning that the ATF was changing
definitions within the law that the
agency did not have legislative permis-
sion to engage 1n. Justice Alito also
points out that the Court’s majority
was wrong 1n “Asserting that the
plaintifts conceded to having brought
a ‘facial’ challenge,” saying they “nev-
er conceded that point.”

“They did not address the 1ssue
at all in their briefs, and at no point
during the lengthy oral argument in
this case were they asked about that
question. Holding that they conceded
the point 1s unwarranted and extreme-
ly unfair,” wrote Justice Alito.

So, why would the majority choose
to 1ignore this fact and approach the
case as a facial challenge rather than
how 1t was presented?

Understanding the Justices...

We know that Justices Sotomayor,
Kagen, and Jackson are in the leftist
bag, and their decisions on any fire-
arms-related cases are predetermined,
however, 1t would take more than the
three blind mice to pull off this level of
judicial activism. Chief Justice Roberts
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has been seen as a “swing vote” on the
Supreme Court and, in my opinion,
1s more or less likely to side with
Democrats. He has drifted far from
anything I would consider conservative
and likely forgot most of what he ever
knew about the Constitution because
he seems to regard it as irrelevant.

As far as I'm concerned, Amy Co-
ney Barrett makes 1t five Democrats

further from the truth for all three,
who view judicial precedent much
more favorably than they do the plain
text of the Constitution, especially
when 1t comes to the Second Amend-
ment. This was evident during confir-
mation hearings and 1s readily visible
in the VanDerStok ruling, as reverence
1s 1ssued 1in abundance regarding the
GCA, without any hesitation as to

What 1s an “artifact-noun?” I'm
glad you asked. It 1s a linguistic
concept describing nouns that refer
to objects created by humans. The
Supreme Court’s majority argued
that the term, “weapon” 1s an artifact
noun, meaning that it can describe an
object even 1f 1t’s not yet fully finished
or assembled, in this case referring to
an incomplete frame or receiver.

UNFORTUNATELY, AS I'VE ALREADY POINTED OUT, ROBERTS AND BARRETT FEEL
COMPROMISED TO THE POINT | AM NOT SURE | EVEN CONSIDER THEM SWING VOTES.

on the bench as she has continually
sided with the Court’s liberals. She
voted against Trump’s petition to stay
sentencing in his New York kangaroo
court trial. She voted 1n favor of a
restraining order that would prevent
the President from pausing foreign
assistance due to USAID corruption,
which frees up $2 billion 1n taxpayer
funds to be distributed overseas as

if the money was burning a hole in
America’s imaginary surplus. She sid-
ed with the left on Rahimi, ignoring
due process and asserting that federal
law prohibiting subjects of domes-
tic violence restraining orders from
possessing firearms 1s constitutional,
even though these restraining orders
are often 1ssued in civil proceedings
as a tool for leverage in marriage dis-
solutions without any evidence, and
In some cases without any claims, of
actual violence. She voted with Dem-
ocrats against a voter ID initiative
requiring Arizona residents to show
proof of U.S. citizenship when voting.
These are just some examples leading
up to her decision on VanDerStok and
giving context to CNN’s sentiment
that she 1s “The last best hope for
Supreme Court liberals.”

Barrett, like Gorsuch and Kavana-
ugh, has claimed to be an “original-
1st,” believing the U.S. Constitution
should be interpreted based on the
meaning of the text at the time 1t was
adopted, however, this could not be
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whether the precedent 1tself 1s uncon-
stitutional. This should not come as a
surprise, however, as all three of these
self-proclaimed “originalists” have, at
one time or another, supported anti-
Second Amendment legislature like
the 1968 Gun Control Act, the Na-
tional Firearms Act of 1934 (NFA),
and the 1986 Hughes Amendment.
While Alito joined Justice Clarence
Thomas dissenting in the 7-2 minority
with a strong legal foundation, Thom-
as remains the only true originalist on
the Court, adhering to the spirit and
text of the Constitution as if i1t were
his sworn duty. There’s a reason for
that. It is not only his sworn duty, but
that of all the Justices. In his dissent,
Thomas argues that the majority in-
correctly interprets the GCA regarding
the terms “frame” and “receiver,”
pointing out that they do not encom-
pass unfinished frames, recetvers, or
parts kits. Justice Thomas also high-
lights the gross overreach of agency
authority, pointing out that Congress
could have authorized the ATF to
regulate any part of a firearm or any
object readily convertible into one, but
did not, thus limiting regulatory power
to the defined items in the GCA. Ad-
ditionally, Justice Thomas took 1ssue
with the Court effectively rewriting
statutory text, arguing against the ma-
jority’s substitution of novel linguistic
labels, such as “artifact-noun,” for
traditional statutory interpretation.

Why This Stinks...

With liberal activist Justices
Sotomayor, Kagen, and Jackson
being a moot point, we turn to the
so-called conservatives, Roberts,
Thomas, Alito, Gorsuch, Kavanaugh,
and Barrett. Alito has referred to
himself as a “practical originalist,”
while Thomas 1s more of an absolute
originalist. These two Justices have
held firm to the Court’s conservative
voice for some time. Unfortunately,
as I’ve already pointed out, Roberts
and Barrett feel compromised to the
point I am not sure I even consider
them swing votes. This leaves Gorsuch
and Kavanaugh who I once thought
of as conservatives and who have
both called themselves originalists,
but now feel more like swing votes.
This 1s especially true with the Second
Amendment where 1t seems they are
quick to kick that proverbial can I
talk about down the road before truly
disrupting the debate with a solidified
Constitutional foundation.

VanDerStok questioned the ATFE’s
lawmaking authority, making this
narrow approach inappropriate and
practically guaranteeing the agency
would prevail. To be clear, they took the
weasel’s way out, helping the majority
narrow the scope enough to hand the
ATF a victory that the district court and
the Sth Circuit Court of Appeals could
not find Constitutionally palatable.

I would argue that this choice 1s too
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deliberately off-track to not be purpose-
fully agenda-driven, especially 1n light of
lower court rulings, and lends reason to
keep a very watchful eye in the future on
anyone claiming to be an originalist or a
conservative for that matter.

How Else Did They Get It Wrong?

I’ll start by saying the Supreme
Court did not delineate where any
line might be drawn as to which
kits would fall under regulation,
which would not, or why. This leaves
discretion on the matter to the ATEF,
who are no strangers when 1t comes
to overreach violations of the APA.
Great call! Now, we’re left wonder-
ing what constitutes a violation and
on what agent’s whim one might be
levied, a purposeful indistinction
prohibited by the Constitution’s “void
for vagueness” doctrine rooted 1n due
process, which states that a law 1s 1n-
valid if 1t 1s not sufficiently clear. Laws
are typically found void for vagueness
if they do not specify what is required
or what conduct 1s punishable. Of
course, the ATF will argue that the
frame or receiver 1ssue 1s a “rule,” not
a law. But what 1s a rule punishable
by the full extent of the law, including
fines and imprisonment? You guessed
it. It’s a law. But 1s the ATF a legis-
lative body? No, 1t 1sn’t, but that’s
exactly what they are doing, and 1t 1s
exactly what the Supreme Court just
let them get away with while hiding
behind such a narrow scope.

What the Supreme Court did, in
effect, 1s unleash the ATF 1n the grey
area, where the agency can not be
trusted historically, and open up an-
other likely round of taxpayer-funded
lawsuits regarding the application of
the “rule.” This 1sn’t much different
from where we first started, with the
ATF having the ability to make up
laws as they go and then define what
they mean to suit every challenge.

Where Does This Leave Us?

The ruling tells us much more about
the Supreme Court than 1t does the
ATFE. The High Court’s ruling exposes

24 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2025

most of the Justices as smarmy legal
elites who are either too afraid or

too corrupt to uphold their duty to
Americans and the United States Con-
stitution. We now know that Roberts,
Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, and Barrett
favor precedents like the NFA and the
GCA over the document they swore
their oath to. It also seems that the
Justices are now handing interpreta-
tion of this matter over to the ATF less
than a year after the Supreme Court
overturned “Chevron deference,” a
40-year-old precedent requiring courts
to defer to federal agency interpre-
tations of ambiguous laws. Take this
legal contradiction combined with the
artificially narrow scope applied to
VanDerStok and, like an autostereo-
gram, the agenda appears.

Should we be surprised? Not really.
Gorsuch and Kavanaugh have previ-
ously indicated that they would sup-
port bans on machine guns, and both
have found allegiance behind judicial
over Constitutional precedent.

“In disapproving D.C.’s ban on
handguns, in approving a ban on
machine guns, and 1n approving
longstanding regulations such as con-
cealed-carry and felon-in-possession
laws, Heller established that the scope
of the Second Amendment right—
and thus the constitutionality of gun
bans and regulations—is determined
by reference to text, history, and tradi-
tion,” according to Justice Kavanaugh

So, Do We Have a Constitution
or Don’t We?

But Heller didn’t establish the scope.
The Second Amendment did, and it did
so with such simplicity and charac-
ter that any American who denies its
meaning or pretends the single sentence
requires any deeper interpretation
behind its plain text 1s either disingenu-
ous, obtuse or morally corrupt.

Anti-Second Amendment activists
will argue that the Constitution 1s a
living document, designed to be adapt-
able and evolve, allowing changes in
interpretation and application to meet
the needs of a changing society, even

without formal amendments. Be aware
of the wool pulled over your eyes, as
those who decide what way 1t must
adapt or evolve are typically the ones
in power, and they rarely make such
judgments based on what’s best for
you, but rather what’s best for them.

The Constitution, and especially
the Bill of Rights, 1s truly designed to
serve as the foundation for the free-
dom and liberty that America claims
to represent. In fact, the Bill of Rights
exists not necessarily to grant those
first ten Amendments, but to recog-
nize that they are inalienable or nat-
ural rights, fundamental entitlements
inherent to all individuals, the concept
of which stems from the belief that
people possess certain fundamental
liberties by virtue of being human,
not granted by the government. In-
alienable means they cannot be taken
away or surrendered, and are consid-
ered inherent to human existence.

How then could such a foundational
concept be fluid? Would you build any-
thing meant to last upon a foundation
so fragile as to flow like the tide?

If the Spirit Is Dead,
So Is the Letter...

One mustn’t ever discount the
spirit of the law in the manner that
we see being done today. Regulations,
restrictions, and bans, whether 1ssued
by local, state, or federal govern-
ments who pretend to find hidden and
misunderstood meaning in the Second
Amendment that only they have the
omniscience to interpret are nothing
more than perversions of that spirit.
We know through history that the Sec-
ond Amendment 1s not a hunting right
or one meant merely to guarantee home
or personal protection. It 1s an inalien-
able liberty recognized by the Founding
Fathers, designed to prevent a tyranni-
cal government from using a standing
army to oppress the people. As such,
would historical analysis suggest that
people be restricted to an overwhelming
disparity in arms compared to that of
sald standing army? But the Constitu-

tion 1s so 1776, right? K
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SPECGIAL-
-REPORT

By Darwin Nercesian | News Field Editor

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun rights advocate and shooter of targets far, far away. As the News Field Editor at Firearms News,
Darwin writes about the Second Amendment, firearms, and related gear. Follow him on Instagram, X, and YouTube @D TOE_ Official

Building Turnkey
Ammunition

and Component
Facllities at Home
and Abroad.

irearms have been used to defend
and preserve life and liberty since
the advent of the fire lance in
10th-century China during the Jin-Song
wars. They are used today for that very
same purpose in the hands of civilians
concerned for personal safety and put-
ting food on the table, law enforcement
officers keeping a watchful eye over
their communities, and soldiers detend-
ing the sovereignty of their homeland.
Arguably, the lifeblood of any firearm
1s ammunition, without which the most
venerable weapon 1s reduced to nothing
more than a medieval clubbing device.
Any imbalance between demand and
supply 1s cause for concern, from great
to grave, putting pressure on a relatively
niche industry where mistakes can lead
to fatal accidents. With 25 years as a
pioneer in the industry, Dan Powers
has founded D&M Holding Company
and assembled a team to address these
challenges and teach others how to be
successful in the ammunition trade.

To paint an honest picture of D&M,
1its CEO Dan Powers, and his talented
team who work around the clock to
build and support ammunition man-
ufacturing infrastructure around the
world, 1s to tell the story of a broad

F
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D&M HOLDING GOMPANY,

THE FUTURE OF GLOBAL
PRART 1 AiuNiTion MAKUFAGTURING

D@/I WHITE RIVER

Holding Company Inc.

ENERGETICS,LLC

————

The global leader in delivering complete solutions for ammunition,
primer, and propellant manufacturing facilitics.

Dan Powers and
James Jones

of D&M Holding
Company. (D&M)

range of skill, compassion, persever-
ance, and dedication, not just to the
craft, but to the clients who depend on
their expertise and professionalism.
From helping develop the domestic

.
v

commercial market to a special opera-
tions infiltration into a country in the
throes of war, this two-part series will
look at a company working tirelessly be-
hind the scenes to build state-of-the-art
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Dan Powers was

responsible for SIG SAUER’s

V-Crown projectile, as well as creating
the ammunition manufacturing plant.

ammunition plants while modernizing
safety and proficiency standards with
the goal of delivering a reliable supply
of high-end ammunition and related
components to support NATO allies
across the globe and American shoot-
ers right here at home.

Thank Goodness for Gun Shows!

The story begins with Dan, an
accountant at the time, attending a gun
show at the behest of a friend when
a vendor selling bags of ammunition
catches his attention. With interest
piqued, and as fate might have it,
this experience led to his founding of
Tampa-based Precision Ammunition in
1997, specializing in frangible copper
matrix ammunition with a primary
focus on the law enforcement market.
Starting out of his garage, like many
great American stories, Dan fostered
success 1n over a decade’s work, selling
the company 1n 2009 to then Swiss
Government-owned giant and defense
conglomerate, RUAG.

Dan stayed on as President and
CEO of RUAG USA, managing US
operations as well as traveling exten-
sively to RUAG-owned ammunition
plants across Europe to evaluate dated
systems, sharing an understanding
of quality control from a US market
perspective, and assisting to modernize
facilities and processes.

SIG SAUER

Having remained with RUAG for
almost five years, the next logical step
would see Dan continue traveling as
a freelance consultant, but this part
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of the worldwide adventure would

be short-lived. A conversation with
SIG SAUER CEO Ron Cohen would
bring Dan’s focus back to the US as
president of SIG’s new ammunition
manufacturing division, building and
developing those operations from the
ground up. In fact, 1t was Dan who
shared his patent with SIG on a round
that prioritizes weight retention, con-
trolled expansion, and energy transfer.
You know 1t today as V-Crown.

Knowing full well SIG SAUER
has its reputation to uphold, with an
understanding that the project had to
put out nothing less than a formidable
product in its debut for a company that
did not have the ammunition pedigree
of industry giants like Remington and
Winchester, Cohen instructed Dan to
miss manufacturing projections if nec-
essary to maintain the highest quality
standards, music to the ears of a mad
scientist bent on ballistic perfection.

“Quality is everything, especially
when you come out the first time with
it. You have one chance,” Dan said to
me 1n an interview.

Work began in Kentucky in 2014,
ultimately moving to Jacksonville, Ark-
ansas, in 2017. When humming began
on the production floor, SIG SAUER’s
ammunition operation started with just
five products, including V-Crown.

“Ron Cohen gave me a blank piece
of paper and allowed me free reign. My
team and I could decide how to be most

Manufacturing am-
munition cases from
brass cups. (D&M)

efficient in rolling out an entirely new
ammunition division from the ground
up, Which included everything from the
layout of the plant and types of equip-
ment to the manufacturing processes
and procedures. We learned to be nim-
ble and react quickly to ever-changing
market conditions, and this experience
was invaluable. The association with
SIG SAUER and positive media atten-
tion my work there brought has opened
a lot of doors for me,” says Powers.

After over two decades of innovation
and success in ammunition production,
Dan decided 1t was time to hang up his
spurs, buy a boat, and sail off into...
Wait, that’s not what happened.

The Birth of D&M

In 2018, D&M Holding Company,
Inc. was created with a business plan
to specialize in Greenfield Projects—
new ventures started from scratch and
built from the ground up. A pattern
emerges. Dan’s vision was to build
factories all over the world, with an
initial focus on international busi-
ness. Together with 20-year defense
industry executive James Jones,
D&M’s Co-Owner and Vice President
of Business Development, who has
worked 1n over 50 countries spending
most of his career representing US
defense and ammunition companies
in international contracts, a new ad-
venture was born over the ensuing two
and a half years of nonstop travel.
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Shaping ammunition cases. (D&M)

Team Philosophy

To fully understand D&M, how-
ever, 1s to understand Dan’s passion
for people and his appreciation of
their skills and dedication. Another
pattern emerges, demonstrating Dan’s
commitment from the ground up to
his team right here at home, the cli-
ents they nurture to success, and those
ultimately fighting for the freedom to
live their lives peacefully and without
oppression, a point that strikes an
undeniable chord that we will expand
upon 1n part two of this story.

“People make this business what it
is. My people make D&M what it is.
At the end of the day, it’s the people
behind me. It was the people behind me
at SIG. It was the people behind me at
RUAG. You know, they kind of let me
be who I was,” Dan says.

It 1s with that understanding that
Dan 1s fully aware of how paying that
forward to the team at D&M will allow
them to find joy, purpose, and success in

their work. Leslie Weber, Vice Presi-
dent of D&M, holds advanced degrees

Projectile manufacturing. (D&M)
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Annealing process. (D&M)

from the University of Washington and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(M.I.T.). She spent five years with Ray-
theon Missile Systems before joining
Alliant Techsystems Inc. (ATK) during
the transition of the Sporting Group
division into VISTA where she worked
for 11 years, starting as a manufacturing
engineer at the CCI primer production
facility and then as head of Federal’s
centerfire pistol ammunition plant.

“Dan has a knack for finding the di-
amonds in the industry and convincing
people to follow him, and we all do,”
says Weber.

BJ Rogers 1s a Co-Owner and Vice
President of Operations at D&M,
having spent 15 years 1n the industry,
first with Remington Ammunition as
a ballistics engineer before becoming
the company’s Centerfire Engineering
Manager, transitioning later to the
position of ammunition division Plant
Manager and Director of Operations
at SIG SAUER. BJ speaks to Dan’s
trust in his team and his commitment
to their abilities and contributions.

“He never asks us to bend
to what he wants, he just asks
us What we need to succeed,
gives it to us, and lets us be

creative,” says Rogers.
Chief Chemist, Don Pile,

joined D&M after 20 years
at Remington and another
five at SIG SAUER. Don is
one of the most recognized
names in primer chemistry
in the world and was one of
the key individuals involved
with the founding of White

River Energetics in 2021,
D&M'’s own primer manu-
facturing facility.

Vice President of Ener-
getics, Jason Lawhon, came
to D&M from St. Marks
Powder where he spent over
30 years in both engineering
and sales positions. Jason
1s the driving force behind
D&M’s push into the world
of propellant manufacturing.

Safety

However, what does success mean
for D&M, throwing the past out the
window and paving a newer, better
road to global ammunition produc-
tion? It means a lot, starting with the
safety of their team and those who will
ultimately take the reins at the prim-
er, powder, and ammunition plants
D&M builds. The primer business
being especially dangerous, D&M has
pioneered technology that removes
personnel from the equation during the
more hazardous aspects of the process.
Members of the team itially intro-
duce the elements in the room but are
not present during the reaction phase.
That 1s when all personnel are cleared
from the premises, with everything
handled remotely by pressing buttons
in another building.

“We started with a blank slate, which
is important. I call it a green field. We
sat down with the engineers and said,
we all know how it’s been done. Let’s
forget about that. How do we make it
safer for people in that environment?
So, for all the energetic labs, whether
it's T&R, lead styphnate, tetrazine, or
a mix, when those chemical reactions
are occurring, there’s nobody physically
in the room,” Dan explained to me.

While D&M supports continued ex-
pansion and upgrades for their custom-
ers, any and all updates that address
matters of safety are provided to every
client for free, no questions asked.

To put the risks into perspective, a
primer plant exploded two days be-
fore Christmas last year in the village
of Kavakli in the Karesi district of
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Completion of the ammunition manu-
facturing process includes automated
packaging. (D&M)

Balikesir province in northwest Tur-
key, killing eleven people and leveling
an entire factory, a tragedy that Dan
laments, wishing his team could have
been called in to prevent it.

“If they called us and asked us for
help, we'd get on a plane and go over
there. We don't have any secrets, you
know? This is like the airline industry. If
somebody has a problem, let’s all learn
from it. What do we need to add? How
do we prevent and just make it safer for
everybody? Because the last thing we
need is loss of life,” Dan said to me.

Quality Standards

Another factor that sets D&M
apart 1s a remarkably stringent
standard of quality and consistency,
one that Dan admits they are able
to achieve not just from skill and
experience but through a rigorous
testing regiment to which they expose
every machine D&M manufactures.
While most machine builders will run
off 50,000 or 100,000 rounds 1n the
testing phase, Dan 1s distinctly aware
that new designs are prone to missing
or overlooking things.

“What does it do when it hits 50
million or 100 million? That's where
we have experience. So, if it's a new
machine that we’ve designed, I run
millions of rounds before I release it to
the public... We want it to be right, so
we take the guesswork out of buying a
factory from us because all these ma-
chines will run out of the gate. They ve
all been proven. We run hundreds of
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The White River Energetics facility in Des Arc, Arkansas. (D&M)

thousands of rounds with the customer
in our own factory making good prod-
uct, and then we replicate that on-site
at their factory.”

Delivering on Time

Getting the job done doesn’t end
there, however, as Dan hates being
late, and doesn’t make any distinction
between delays being a fault of his
own, a pandemic, a war, or a sup-
plier. But what can you do? I'll tell
you what D&M did. While working
at RUAG and SIG, Dan developed
the knowledge and the know-how to
design and manufacture his own tool-

ing and machinery in order to avoid
supply chain 1ssues, a lesson that has
come 1n handy:.

“We're not in the business of mass-
producing tools. That's not what we
want to do, but what we can do is de-
velop a tool very quickly within weeks,
turn it around, and make the spare
tooling until key suppliers can do it. We
can be the stopgap because how do you
sell a machine to somebody like Pal-
metto State Armory and say, ‘Hey, by
the way guys, here’s your tooling, but
you have to wait eight more months for
it.” That doesn’t work, you know, so we
had to be that stopgap,” Dan explains.

The explosive magazine at White River Energetics. (D&M)
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Primers, showing primer anvils, manufactured at

White River Energetics. (D&M)

Completed primers completed and ready for
packaging (D&M)

You read that correctly. When
Palmetto State Armory decided to
build what Dan notes 1s one of the top
four largest ammunition factories in
America right now, with room to grow,
they called in D&M to make i1t happen,
and building such a massive factory
during COVID-19 proved to be quite
the challenge. For the Palmetto State
Armory plant, Dan decided to ramp
up production of D&M’s tool room
in Arkansas, spending $8 million and
hiring 35 of the best tool makers who
now run that tool room seven days per
week. Yeah, I'd say it’s safe to say he
really does take i1ssue with anything
keeping D&M from delivering on time.

D&M specializes not only in ammu-
nition plant manufacturing from the
ground up without the help of outside
contractors but also 1n the trans-
mission of that knowledge to their
customers. They don’t just build a fac-
tory, the machines and software, the
tooling, the processes, and leave. They
are dedicated to seeing success come
from the result, and they stick around
to make sure that their clients are well-
trained and ready to run the facility
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safely and with confidence
that boosts efficiency and
speeds up ROL.

“We basically lived there
for three years. I mean, for
three years, every week, we
had people on the ground,”
Dan says, speaking about the
300,000-square-foot Palmet-
to State Armory facility.

Speaking of Palmetto
State Armory CEO Jamin
McCallum, Dan calls him a
visionary and says the com-
pany has a healthy project
schedule planned for years
to come.

Training and Support

take paychecks lightly, as
Dan tells me, D&M owes 1t
to their customers to make
them successful. When
commenting on how
impressive | found the company’s drive
to get clients to the finish line to ensure
their success, I learned yet another
lesson about D&M’s philosophy from
James Jones.

“There really is no end. It’s not
about reaching the finish line. Every
company that we've done something for
has future expansion plans. In Ukraine,
we’'re now on our third contract, and
at least two more that we know of are
coming, so you continue on a path with
somebody, continue to help them train,
continue to help them grow, and they
will grow. And helping our commercial
customers to be profitable, I think, is
important as well, and that’s one of
the things that Dan brings to the table
with all his years of experience running
ammunition factories. He can go into
a plant and tell them, ‘I think there are
some things you can do better, not just
in manufacturing, but in how you run
your factory,”” says Jones.

This led to an in-depth conversa-
tion detailing the support provided
after building and training, leading
me to understand that these phases
never end. D&M maintains over

The team at D&M doesn’t

four-million dollars in tooling, at

any given time, in case a client has

an 1ssue or tooling suppliers run into
a backlog, more evidence that the
company 1s not just in the business

of getting clients up and running,

but that they take pride in keeping
them up and running through all the
curveballs and “what 1f s.” They take
this responsibility seriously, providing
24/7 support worldwide. Always being
on call means that D&M 1s able to
remote 1n for the rare occurrence of

a software 1ssue, which only happens
when slight adjustments are needed
upon running a new product.

“We're happy to go there as well. If
it's a bigger issue and we’ve done every-
thing we can remotely, we’ll hop on a
plane and go help them,” Dan tells me.

It has never occurred to me that
the scope of what goes on behind the
scenes to keep the global ammunition
supply churning 1s truly this massive.

“It’s worth mentioning that we keep
a fleet of two planes, and we have three
pilots, two full-time pilots, who will get
us to any factory we need to get to,”
explains Jones.

Powder and Primer Guarantees?

But the rabbit hole goes deeper. How
deep? How about an ammunition plant
manufacturer who guarantees their cus-
tomers primer and powder supplies?

“I told my guys, I said look, we've got
to get primers, because how do you take
somebody’s money and build them a fac-
tory knowing they can’'t succeed? To me,
it’s unethical. I know people do it. They
don’t care. But I care. So, we built WRE,
White River Energetics... The primary
purpose isn't to compete with any of our
customers, but any factory we build, we’ll
guarantee they have primers, and they’ll
have them at a price where they can make
money. And if they happen to be building
a primer factory, then we’ll definitely be
the stopgap for them until their primer
factory is up,” Dan explained.

WRE not only serves as a stopgap
and a supplier to keep D&M custom-
ers stocked with primers, 1t provides
a unique opportunity for the space to
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White River Energetics primers
ready for customers. (D&M)

be used to train customers in primer
manufacturing and have them ready
to hit the ground running by the time
their facility 1s operational. Mean-
while, plans to expand WRE primer
production to 1.5 billion per year are
on track to meet the company’s goals,
with new primer facilities recently
built and running domestically for
Grind Hard Ammo and Palmetto
State Armory.

Dan also commented on the ability
to guarantee powder supplies, which
was supported initially through
decades of relationships within the
industry, but now 1t seems as if 1t 1s
becoming more of an 1ssue due to
increased demand. In response, D&M
has announced an expansion of the
White River Energetics facility to
include a new powder factory to help
clients keep up with production. Dan
notes that artillery needs are heavy at
the moment due to overseas conflicts,
which he plans to address with the new
facility, while also addressing the rifle
and pistol powders needed by D&M’s
other clients. He tells me that D&M
does not intend to be the sole source
for powder and primers for its custom-
ers but that they can be 1f necessary.

The Future

Dan and his team are full steam
ahead building and supporting turnkey
ammunition plants around the globe,
and I'm pretty sure that 1s the only
pace they know. D&M 1s now working
with a greater number of NATO allied
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countries, with the exception of play-

ers like France, Germany, and the UK,

for the time being, that have larger
existing defense industries.

In Alberta, Canada, plans
for four plants are under
way—a double-base powder
plant, single-base powder plant,
nitrocellulose plant, and primer
plant. D&M 1s also working

with potential clients in Western and
Eastern Europe, looking to modern-
1ze aging defense industries and older
Soviet-era factories that have nowhere
near today’s quality and safety stan-
dards due to available technology when
they were built. D&M sees no incentive
for governments to bring more efficien-
cy to the industry, offering themselves
up instead to take on that role.

To support overseas efforts, and due
to post-war logistics changing how
goods and personnel get into certain
parts of the world, D&M International
was born, operating as a hub and
European sales office out of Poland.

“We love what we do. I absolutely
love what I do... I had a vision when
I started this company. I was going to
have 20 employees. There are 250 peo-
ple. I mean, I was way off,” Dan shares
with me, also noting that the company
will be adding 100 more full-time
stafl with the expansion of the WRE
primer plant and addition of D&M’s
propellant manufacturing facilities.

T N
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Part 2: On the Map

D&M’s first Greenfield Project
came when the company won a
highly competitive contract with the
Ukrainian government to build a
multi-million-dollar ammunition pro-
duction plant after the country’s ex-
isting factory was lost in the original
2014 Russian mnvasion. In need of a
modern facility that 1s capable of pro-
ducing multiple NATO and Russian
calibers, those in charge of the project
believed that what D&M had to offer
would be Ukraine’s best solution. By
early 2022, D&M had delivered all the
equipment necessary and was in the
process of building and installation
when the U.S. State Department di-
rected them to evacuate Ukraine due
to imminent Russian invasion. “We
were on one of the last flights out of
Kyiv before Russia invaded on Febru-
ary 24, 2022, says Jones.

If you’ve followed this far, then you
know that Dan and his team at D&M
are not going to let a war stop them
from completing their mission. In fact,
they weren’t willing to entertain a delay,
as Ukraine needed them more than ever.

Coming in part two of this story 1s
a heroic tale of dedication against all
odds and the compassion for life that
drove D&M’s determination to get
the job done. For more information,
visit D&M Holding Company at
DMHolding.com. Kl

r

James Jonhes, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and Dan Powers. (D&M)
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CARRYING CONGEALED

By James Tarr | Field Editor

At a media event rolling out the Savage Stance XR, veteran trainer Chris Cerino demonstrated the proper way to draw and
reholster while carrying appendix. Note how far out he keeps his trigger finger.

ppendix carry is like dating
Aa stripper; 1t 1s arguably both

stupid and dangerous to your
reproductive organs, but there are
certain perks to the arrangement that
some guys just can’t pass up. Appen-
dix carry is now THE hot thing for a
number of reasons, and a few of those
are very good reasons. Still, I don’t
recommend 1t, just like I don’t recom-
mend dating a stripper, but if you're
going to do 1t there are certain things
you can do to make it less unsafe.
Prophylaxis, the doctors would call
1t—preventative care.

First, there are two reasons why

AIWB (Appendix Inside the Waist-
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band) is popular. The less important
reason 1s that i1t allows as fast a draw
as you can get from anywhere on your
body. However, that’s not what most
people care about. Most people who
conceal carry are interested in comfort
and convenience, and there i1s no better
way to conceal a medium-to-large
handgun at your belt line than through
appendix carry. You can conceal the
pistol usually with just a t-shirt, and
1t’s generally more comfortable than
having that pistol inside your belt on
your hip. I've never found a way to sit
comfortably while appendix carry-

ing, so I've only ever used appendix
carry while on my feet—usually while

APPENDIX CARRY

jogging. And then I deliberately only
carried a snubnose revolver. Which
leads me to number two.

Second: type of gun. Currently,
the most popular type of gun on
the market (striker-fired) 1s the most
problematic when it comes to rehol-
stering. Whether it’s a Glock, S&W
M&P, CZ P-10, FN 509, whatever,
the only external safety you’ll find on
most of these guns 1s the little lever
on the trigger to keep 1t from going
bang when you drop i1t. Which means
if something gets wedged 1nside the
trigger guard while you're putting it
back in the holster—bang. This 1s
especially concerning if you’re shoving
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CARRYING CONCEALED

Like with any inside-the-waistband
carry, you will need to buy both pants
and belt a little bigger than usual to
make room for the gun, especially if
you’re carrying a spare magazine.

1t down the front of your pants at the
time. The number of (truly acciden-
tal) discharges police departments
experience every year when officers
get a drawstring or thumb break or
something else wedged inside their
trigger guard as they’re putting their
guns away would astound you.
Considering what the muzzle of that
gun 1s pointing at when you're carrying
appendix, I recommend you go with
a different type of pistol for crotch
carry. Double-action (DA) revolvers
are good as are double-action-only
pistols (like the Ruger LCP), as well
as double-action/single-action autos
where the first trigger pull is that long/
heavy DA one. I also recommend
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pistols which have external manual
safeties, such as the 1911. A 1911 has
both a grip safety and manual thumb
safety, and both of them will be on
when you're holstering/holstered.

If there ever was a time to learn a
safe draw, 1t’s while carrying appendix.
Get a full grip on the gun before 1t ever
comes out of the holster, and make sure
your finger stays outside of the trigger
guard until your sights are coming onto
the target. And you need to practice
this—with an unloaded gun, of course.
The impulse 1s to try to go as fast as
possible, but if you simply go smooth-
ly, ellminating wasted motion, you’ll
find your draw will naturally speed
up, and there’s no hurry to reholster.
You shouldn’t be putting that drawn
gun away until there’s no more threat,
so when 1t’s time, look that gun into
the holster to make sure 1t has a clear
path—no wads of fabric, no draw-
strings, no belt tips, and no fingers.
Keep your index finger far and away
from the trigger guard so 1t doesn’t get
accidentally pushed toward the trigger
by your belt. I know a few people who
refuse to holster their appendix carry
gun when the holster 1s in their pants—
they pull the holster out, stick the gun
in 1t, then stick the whole rig back 1n
their pants. That 1s the best and safest
way to do it. Make sure you're using
a quality holster, which properly and
fully covers the trigger guard.

As for specific holster recommen-
dations, I don’t have one, and unless
you're very lucky you’ll have to try a
few before you find one that works for
you. As appendix
carry 1s the new
hotness, just about
every holster
maker 1s offering

Pretty much every
holster maker makes a
holster specifically for
appendix carry. Safariland

introduced their IncogX
last year, an AIWB holster
produced in a partnership
with Travis Haley, and it made
big news (Safariland.com). It is
polymer with a soft exterior layer.

e

Tarr thinks the main reason people love
appendix carry is there is no easier/
comfortable way to carry a big gun at
your waistband, and have it disappear
under just a simple shirt. Here Galco’s
Mike Barham demonstrates a full-size
Glock in their Paragon AIWB holster.

a dedicated AIWB rig, if not twelve.
Some of the holsters have a bump or a
stand-off at the bottom on the inboard
side, to help prevent the mouth of the
holster from digging into you as you

sit down. I think women have a far
easier time carrying appendix than men
do, as they keep all their reproductive
organs out of the way on the inside.

Most holsters require a good belt
for mounting, but not all. Some of the
holster makers offer optional maga-
zine pouches which mount to the side
of the holster 1n front, for easy access.
Between holster, gun, and spare
magazine, you can have a lot of things
stuffed down the front of your pants.
Even 1f it’s just a minimalist holster
and a subcompact pistol, you might
need to size up your pants and/or belt
to comfortably wear it.

Even if an errant bullet somehow
doesn’t hit any valuable real estate, 1
can’t think of any part of my body
(other than my eyes) I'd less like to
torch with powder burns. Guns are
inherently dangerous, as 1s carrying
them, but if you are careful, and
attentive both when drawing and
reholstering, you can maximize the
safety of appendix carry while reaping
the rewards. EJ
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER By pavid M. Fortier | Executive Editor

Dating from 1899, the .32

ACP is a classic “pocket x
pistol” cartridge, but is it
still viable today?

s There Still a Need for This small Auto-Loading Pistol
Cartridge Design From John Browning?

hen 1t comes to small easily
concealable “pocket pistols,”
the three most common
calibers 1n the days of old were .25
ACP, .32 ACP and .380 ACP. Of these
three, the .32 Automatic Colt Pistol
1s actually the oldest, dating back to
1899. The .25 ACP was introduced 1n
1905, and the .380 ACP introduced

a short time later in 1908. This trio
of cartridges was designed by John
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Moses Browning and they became not
only successful but hugely popular
around the world. A wide variety
of small auto-loading pistols were
chambered for them, and these were
used by armed citizens for personal
protection, by law enforcement, and
they even saw military use.

Today, the .380 ACP remains very
popular, while the .25 ACP seems to
have fallen by the wayside. What about

the oldest of the three, the .32 ACP?
While certainly not as popular as 1t
once was, the .32 ACP remains a viable
alternative to the .380 ACP 1n very small
pistols intended for personal protection.
The .32 ACP, also known as the
7.65mm Browning, was introduced
in 1899 by Fabrique Nationale. The
first pistol chambered for it was the
Browning designed M1900. The
cartridge 1tself 1s based on a small
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER

semi-rimmed straight-walled case.
Yes, 1t 1s a semi-rimmed and not a
rimless design which belies 1t dating
from the 19" Century. It was actual-
ly John Browning’s very first pistol
cartridge design. He would retain the
semi-rimmed case when designing the
.25 ACP, but dispensed with 1t on the
.380 ACP. The semi-rimmed design 1s
perhaps 1ts only real fault.

The small cartridge features a case
length of 0.680 inch while the rim
diameter 1s 0.358 inch and 1t features

A comparison of the .32 ACP
with some of its peers (L to
R): 7.62x25mm, .38 S&W
(.380 Revolver), 9x19mm
Parabellum, .32 ACP
60-grain Silvertip, .32 ACP
71-grain FMJ, and .25 ACP.

a base diameter of 0.337
inch. A small Boxer pistol
primer 1s used. Cartridge
overall length 1s 0.984 of an inch and
it 1s loaded with a 0.312-inch diameter
projectile. Standard bullet weight 1s
71 grains; however loads ranging in
weight from 55 to 75 grains are often
encountered. Typical performance
1s a 71-grain FMJ projectile at 900
fps, but keep in mind shorter barrels
may reduce this. At 900 fps a 71-grain
bullet generates 128 ft-1bs. of energy
at the muzzle.

Intended for use in simple blow-back
operated pistols, the .32 ACP cartridge

The vz. 61 Skorpion is a select-fire machine pistol chambered for 7.65mm
(.32 ACP) developed as an ultra-compact Personal Defense Weapon.
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went on to become extremely popu-
lar on both sides of the Atlantic. FN
produced a whopping 500,000 pistols
chambered for i1t between its introduc-
tion and 1909. In the United States,
Savage Arms, with their Model 1907,
was one of a number of companies
that produced popular handguns in
.32 ACP. In Europe, 1t was widely
adopted by both police and military
forces. The French Army issued over
a million 7.65mm Ruby type pistols to
front-line combat units during World
War 1. These saw heavy fighting in the
trenches and were often used during
nighttime raids.

In the years after World War I, small
.32 ACP pistols became very popular
for personal protection due to their
small size, light weight and abulity to
be easily concealed. In 1929, Walther
introduced their PP or Polizeipistole
(Police Pistol) for law enforcement use.
They followed this up in 1931 with
the smaller PPK or Polizeipistole
Kriminal, referring to the Kriminalamt
crime 1nvestigation office, for use by
detectives. During World War 11,
Germany 1ssued large numbers of
various 7.65mm pistols. In the post-
war years, 1t was a popular cartridge
with various European Law Enforce-
ment agencies until 1t was eventually
replaced with the 9mm Parabellum.

Perhaps one of the most interesting
firearms chambered for this cartridge
was the Samopal vzor 61 (submachine
gun model 1961) better known simply
as the “Skorpion.” The vz. 61 Skorpion
1s a select-fire, straight blow-back
operated machine pistol which fires
from the closed-bolt position. Its
small size and light weight, 10.6 inches
long with the stock folded and only
2.8 pounds, was achieved by using a
telescoping bolt and the low-powered
7.65mm cartridge. The Czechoslovakian
Ministry of Interior issued 7.65mm
service pistols 1n the 1950s and so
when they needed a compact PDW,
this caliber seemed logical.

In recent years, the .32 ACP
cartridge’s popularity has waned as
both 9mm Parabellum and .380 ACP
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The .32 ACP has less recoil than the .380 ACP and
typically holds one more round in the magazine

giving it an edge in capacity as well.

pistols have grown smaller and lighter.
The .380 ACP cartridge especially

has proven a serious challenge to the
.32 ACP. Even so, the .32 ACP has a
number of good features. It provides
superior reliability over any rimfire
cartridge for personal protection and
offers superior terminal performance
over the .22 LR, .22 Magnum, and .25
ACP fired from a handgun. Practical

accuracy 1s typically good
and recoil 1s less than a
.380 ACP. The 32 ACP also
typically provides a higher
magazine capacity over the
380 ACP.

A number of companies
still produce compact pocket
pistols chambered in .32
ACP including Beretta and
Keltec. A great example of
these 1s Beretta’s recently
introduced 30X Tomcat. A
more user-friendly updat-
ed version of their older

3032 Tomcat, the 30X features easy
to see sights, a threaded muzzle, 8+1
capacity and double-action design.
The 30X 1s a bit on the beefy side and
weighs 1n at 16.2 ounces. If you are
looking for something smaller and
lighter, Keltec’s P32 1s only 0.75 inch
wide and weighs just 6.9 ounces while
offering 7+1 capacity.

When it comes to ammunition
selection for personal protection, your
three main options are a traditional
Full Metal Jacket load, a modern
expanding Hollow Point or a non-
expanding load solid. Proper ammu-
nition selection 1s always critical when
it comes to handgun loads intended
for personal protection, and with the
.32 ACP 1t 1s even more important.

Why? The relatively low muzzle
velocity and light weight of the pro-

jectiles combine to reduce the depth

of penetration of expanding bullets.
Due to this, many if not most expand-
ing HPs 1n this caliber will fail to meet
the FBI’s minimum penetration depth
of 12 inches in calibrated 10% ord-
nance gelatin. Many modern 60-grain
designs will reliably expand between
40 and .50 caliber, but they may only
penetrate nine to 11 inches.
Traditional 71- to 73-grain FMJ
loads on the other hand will not
expand, but they will provide deep
penetration. These loads typically
penetrate to between 16 and 25 inches

of gel, retain all their weight, and
are capable of reaching the vital
organs of an attacker. Their down-

.32 AGP PERFORMANGE FROM BERETTA
30X TOMCAT “GET HOME BAG”

15 YARD ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART

Load Weight Velocity Group side is a smaller permanent wound
(ar.) (TPs) (in.) channel diameter compared to an
Hornady Al R R 60 823 2.3 expanding bullet
Winchester Silvertip JHP 60 900 2.5 One option 1s a load like Buffalo
Winchester FMJ 71 78/ 5 & Bore Ammunition’s 75-grain Hardcast
Norma EMU 7a QA% X tF lat1 Nose 1+P l?aq.t Th;sghla(,)sfan ?dver—
Sellier & Bellot FMJ 73 871 3.0 o8 thtlzzle YLIOBR) O b Trom 4
2.5 inch barrel and will penetrate deep
Groups are result of four five-shot groups fired from a rest at 15 yards. Barrel length

(20+ 1nches) while causing more tissue
damage than a FMJ load. Another
option 1s Underwood Ammo’s
55-grain Extreme Defender solid
monolithic with nose flutes. This 950
fps load will reduce recoil while still

IS 2.6 inches. Velocity readings measured using a LabRadar Doppler Chronograph at
/5 degrees F at 1,030 feet above Sea Level.

7.65MM VZ. 61 SKORPION

25 YARD ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART

Load Weight Velocity Group providing penetration within FBI
(gr.) (fps) (in.) guidelines and more tissue damage
Hornady XTP JHP 60 968 9.0 than a conventional JHP.
Winchester Silvertip JHP 60 1,036 25 While not as popular as it once was,
Federal Hydra-Shok JHP 65 960 3.0 SN 55 JUL-IF FEGDE KR SpLie: B
small ultra-compact pistols for con-
Winchester FMJ / 860 2.5 cealed carry and personal protection.

Groups are an average of four five-shot groups fired from a rest at 25 yards. Barrel
length is 4.6 inches. Velocity measured with a LabRadar Doppler Chronograph at the
muzzle at an ambient temperature of 60 degrees F at 1,030 feet above Sea Level.

It tends to be accurate and easy to
shoot, but keep in mind load selection
1s critical. B3
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Tripod

Featuring the Disc-Lok attachment system,
It accommodates a broad range of rifles,
optics, and accessories, catering specifically
to tactical and competition shooters
wielding high-energy precision rifles.

javelinbipod.com @spartanprecision



NFA GOLLECTING

By Will Dabbs, MD

THE BRITISH STEN GUN

America’s Adopted Recreational Machinegun

he British Sten gun was designed
from the outset to be simple to
produce 1n austere spaces. At a
time when the British were pressed on
all sides, Major Reginald V. Shepherd
and Harold J. Turpin contrived a
weapon that could be thrown togeth-
er 1n bicycle shops and automotive
garages by the millions. In so doing,
Shepherd and Turpin unintention-
ally created the ultimate American
recreational machinegun. It was the
Sten’s innate simplicity that made it so
amenable to civilian consumption on
this side of the pond.

The quirky world of American
machinegun collecting 1s unique on
Planet Earth. There are surprisingly
large numbers of folks who are into
it, but the astronomical sums involved
leave many potential enthusiasts on
the sidelines. All that arose due to two
unfortunate pieces of legislation.

The National Firearms Act of 1934
set out to tax private ownership of
machineguns out of existence. The
maptly-titled 1986 Firearms Owners’
Protection Act actually outlawed
production of automatic weapons for
sale to civilians. The cumulative result
was to cap the number of transferable
machineguns at around 180,000. Each
year, more young Americans come
of age and covet a stuttergun of their
own. With the pool of guns irrevo-
cably fixed, that causes prices to soar
astronomically. Residing
right in the middle

T
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The Sten gun helped save the UK from the Nazis during WWII.

of that sordid milieu 1s the humble
British Sten gun.

Origin Story

In the desperate months following
the evacuation at Dunkirk, England
bought all of the American Thompson

submachine guns that they could get.
However, the M1928A1 Thompson

cost $200 in 1939. That’s about $4,500
today. The Brits also had to run the
gauntlet of German U-boats to get
these guns to the war. Our allies
desperately needed something cheaper
they could build at home.

The Thompson was meticulously
machined out of big blocks of forged

The Sten gun was the very
image of simplicity. It was
designed for ease of use

and rapidity of manufacture.

steel. By contrast, the Sten was utili-
tarian 1n the extreme. The receiver was
little more than a length of mutffler
pipe. The bolt, trunnion, and barrel
took a little machine work, but most
everything else was formed from steel
pressings. When British industry finally
found 1ts stride, they could produce

Sten submachine guns for $11 apiece.
That’s about $130 today.

Details

The Sten went through seven
production versions along with
several experimental subtypes. The
Mk III, with its welded magazine
well, was the cheapest and most aus-

tere. It 1s arguably the rarest

variant in American civilian
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A Difference So Clear, You Can See It

A full line optics company located in sunny Arizona. In business
for aver 35 years worldwide, over 25 years in the USA.

incluaes shipping & hanaling
LIFETIME WARRANTY

EARLY SPRING SALE!

SRS ENRE REGULAR PRICE $205.00

TREASURY SPECIAL DEAL $130.00 OR GET TWO FOR
$220.00

COMBO GREEN LASER AND LIGHT GRIP

The [JK grip is available in black, heavy-duty design,
and comes with CR1£3 batteries. The gnp features a
240 lumens large light and a green laser that performs
excellently in daylight. Additionally, it has a low-power flashlight for nighttime *
use. The handle's trigger also activates the laser. This makes an excellent !
addition to your firearms at a complete cost of 5205 .00. Has four different
settings just the strong lite, just the laser, and just night light and laser, and strong light
with lasar whan squeezing the trigger.

SUPER SPECTAL 2

REGULAR PRICE $395.00

TREASURY INTRODUCTORY DEAL $225.00 EACH OR
GET TWI] FOR 5400.00 -
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ILLUMINATED SCOPE Scops with red light - -
- L (LS e R o = -

llumination option on this scope. Features 30mm
tube size with open turrents for P P

easy adjustment of your scope I T 2 T
and the side parallax adjustment /| 45 ¥, F |-"‘ TE )
s vary easy and you need not i_'_' i - = A |
reach across your scope, Can he \\ / i
manually side focused to 10 yards el e il
hefore qoing to infinity with easy bl Has et

re-set to zero turrents. Excellent in low light shooting larger turrents for turming and
adjusting of your scope alse has longer more comfortable eve relief, Excellent in low light
shooting. SPECIFY CROSSHAIR WHEN DRDERING.

g S SIS TR REGULAR PRICE $285.00

3-12x44 ELECTRONIC SIDE FOCUS ILLUMINATED
SCOPE SUPER SPECIAL PRICE $ 185.00 OR GET TWO

2003RA09000 3-12X44

ESF new double light option on ihis
scope you can illuminate in either red

or green colors 30mm tube size giving
you a great big picture in a relatively low
magnification great for close shot and at
the full 12 power iz enough for fairly long -
shats also, illuminated crosshair has open locking / \ / ‘ \
turrents, pull up to mave and push down to lock it

With easy re-set to zero turrents excellent in low light |—s— s
shooting larger turrents for tuming and adjusting of \
wour scope also has longer more comfortable eye relief \ / \ /
dlmest -6 inches and the site parallax adjustment is T ‘|7

very easy and you need not reach across your scope i Tree Reticle
can be manually side focused to 800 yards before

gaing to infinity new christmas tree reticle shown above the prism multi-coated glass gives you extreme
clarity and view. Can be mounted on higher calibers as well as they take the kick of higher calibers also
light at about 20 ounces. Specify crosshair of your choice.

Bitlled Hash Retcle

o189 S NG RV REGULAR PRICE $205.00

9x63 SHOTGUN SCOPE WITH RINGS AND SPECIAL
CROSSHAIR SUPER SPECIAL PRICE $100.00 OR GET

TWO FOR $180.00
2003R5001 9X63 SHOTGUN SCOPE

30mm tube size with super high rings included
great for hunters that enjoy using shotgun for
hunting with slugs and special ammunition
super glass etched shotgun reticle for your enjoyment large front end for
maximum light allowance, The 63mm front end lets in a lot of light for that
aarly morning or late afternoon shot. Enjoy.

CONTACT STEVE AT
Call 602.690.6976 or
email order to steve@ijksales.com

e accept most all credit caras.

Follow us on Instagram!

— PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH CROSSHAIR YOU PREFER WITH ORDER —

SMUREIOIEENIE] RFGULAR PRICE $525.00
SUPER SPECIAL TREASURY PRICE $350.00

20-60X85 SPOTTING SCOPE WITH

CARRYING CASE
20-60x35 angled eye piece ully
rubber coated spotting scope
waterproaf with super heawy
cuty tn-pod and aluminum
carning case for qreat storage
and protection fully mut coated
optics for excellent viewing and

clarity whether it is short distance FTEId Ang!e Sl
or long distance, Good from 10 Field of View @ offt

yards fo 1,000 + yards also you 1000 yards

can purchase a phone adapter Prism Type BAK-4

as shown on the spotting scope Close Focus(m) ©

for onby 25.00. And you can take Exit Pupil 4951 49
piciures and movies through your Eye Relief 21-18

phone, This will be the last epotiing scope you get as
it has lifetime warranty and If it braaks we replace it
for you, Enjo.

Or send your oraer with check or money order to;
Steve Kovary,

8194 W. Deer Valley Rd.

Suite 106-347, Peoria, AZ 85382

SCAN ME

Follow us on Facebook!

LOOKING FOR DEALERS OR DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH & EAST COAST

You can view the complete line at. www.Ijksales.com




NFA COLLECTING

The British
could buy

36 Sten guns
(bottom) for

the cost of a
single M1928A1
Thompson. And
they didn’t have
to sneak them
past German
U-boats in the
North Atlantic.

The sound-suppressed Sten Mk lI(S) was indeed a prescient design. It would be
decades before the rest of the world caught up.
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The magwell on the Sten Mk Il rotated
around to seal the ejection port.
Original wartime Stens had very

few markings.

The Mk V was the most refined member of the Sten family.
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hands, because of the way the receiver
is formed. Roughly half of the total
production run was the Mk II. The
Mk V was a similar gun that sport-
ed fenced sights along with wooden
furniture. The sound-suppressed Mk
I1I(S) and Mk VI versions were light-
years ahead of their time. All Stens
operated around a common chassis.

The Mk V 1s the most refined of the
various marks. Curiously, the receivers
of the Mk II and the Mk V are not
interchangeable. The basic tube is the
same, but the relief cuts are made 1n
different places. The fire control unit on
the Mk V rests 1.3 inches farther for-
ward than that of the Mk II. All these
1ssues are surmountable, but it takes a
little engineering to do so. I found that
out myself when I built a Mk V out of
a virgin transferable Wilson Arms
Mk II tube.

The Sten gun hits way
above its weight, particularly

when compared to more expensive
weapons like the American Thompson
and the German MP40. It 1s crude
and ugly, but the comatose 550 rpm
rate of fire makes burst control easy.
That makes the Sten the perfect
civilian starter MG.

Modern Treatment

Transferable machineguns in America
come in two broad flavors. Most
transferable Stens were produced by
American gunsmiths prior to 1986
using demilled wartime parts kits and
seamless mufiler pipe. With more than
four million militarily superfluous
Sten guns floating around interna-
tional arms markets, demilled parts
kits have always been relatively cheap.
I bought several for $60 apiece some
fifteen or so years ago. The same
attributes that made the gun easy to
produce in wartime made it easy to
produce by gunsmith hobbyists on
this side of the pond. Prior to the
1986 ban, small American gun manu-
facturers registered Sten tubes by
the thousands.

The BATF insisted that a certain
amount of machine work be done
prior to the 1986 cutoff to allow these
tubes into the registry. You couldn’t

just serialize a piece of 1.5-inch

drawn-over-mandrel tubing and call 1t
good. Lots of 07/Class 2 shops made
these things. A partial list includes:
CATCO, DLO Mifg., Charles Erb,
FAKTS, Fleming Firearms, Interport,
John Stemple, Pearl Mfg., Quali-

fied Mfg., S&H Arms, Silver Bullet

(York), Specialty Weapons, Taylor
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WE BUILD

FOROUR WARRIORS. BLACK-HILLS COM

FLECHETTE
SHOTGUN AMMO

LONG RANGE - BORE SAFE - HIGH PERFORMANCE

DEFENDING YOUR LIFE?
WITH HARDENED FIN STABILIZED
- STEEL FLECHETTES

|

CHUNKS OF DEFORMED
BUFFERED LEAD BUCKSHOT?

PATENTED SABOTS - NEWMFG FLECHETTES
12GA234 WITH19ALECHETTES MV 1925 FPS
410GA 2172 WITH7 ALECHETTES MV 1750 FPS

SABOT DESIGNS LLC

541-770-6047 10AM-5PM PST
WWW.SABOTDESIGNS.COM

* Chamber and Unchamber Rounds
* Clear Jams

. Lock Slide Dealer
* 2 Sizes fit 98% Inquires Welcome
* Aids in assembly (515) 480 4905

d ﬁdﬂ Ra@k@ﬁ’ com
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NFA COLLECTING

The Mk Il Sten field stripped into
four components, making it
relatively easy to conceal.

Manufacturing, Wilson Arms, and
York Arms. Stens (as well as oth-
er models like the Sterling SMG),
when manufactured with tube steel
and parts kits, by US gun firms, are
known as “tube guns.”

There are those who might split
hairs over the quality of production,
but that really doesn’t much matter in
this case. The Sten was an intention-
ally forgiving design. If somebody did
a poor job assembling one of these
guns, it doesn’t take a great deal of
talent to strip the tube down and redo
it. So long as the slots are pretty close
and you have a magazine it likes, the
gun should run.

A smaller subset of the population
1s comprised of original WWII-vintage
guns most commonly brought home
by GIs serving overseas back when
that was legal, but only 1f there was no
magazine, or other major part which
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The Sten was the very image of simplicity. The
gun was designed from the outset to be easy to

manufacture in basic machine shops.
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Original factory Sten guns often have this hole drilled in the

receiver tube that can be used as a secondary safety when the

charging handle is pressed inward.

facilitated full-auto fire (like the bolt),
present with the gun. However, these
“bring backs” would have had to be
registered under the one-time amnesty
program in 1968. Original guns are
classified as C&R, short for curio and
relic. The BATF defines C&R guns as
original firearms over fifty years old. As
a result, each year a new crop of legacy
weapons 1s added to the C&R list. Such
a designation means that you can trans-
fer these weapons via a C&R FFL.
Every firearms enthusiast needs
a C&R FFL. They cost ten bucks a
year, and the application process 1s no
more onerous than that required to
buy a sound suppressor. You can then
have old C&R guns shipped straight
to your door. In the case of trans-
ferable machineguns, all of the NFA
(National Firearms Act) rules still
apply. However, if buying a gun from
an individual in another state, having

a C&R FFL means you avoid one of
the two stupid $200 transfer taxes.
Prior to the 1986 ban, a transferable
Sten cost about $150 in the mid 1980s.
That would be about $440 in today’s
money. According to Machinegun
PriceGuide.com, these guns were sell-
ing for around $3,000 in 2004. In the
first quarter of 2024, transferable Sten
“tube guns” were running between
$9,000 and $12,000. Original C&R
guns, which had to be imported before
the 1968 Gun Control Act, were closer
to $18.,000. All transferable machine-
guns are expensive, but the Sten 1s,
believe i1t or not, cheaper than most.
Another curious angle on the Sten
saga 18 the Stenling. Stenlings are
Sterling submachineguns built up on
transferable Sten tubes. As the overall
geometry 1s almost but not quite the
same, the BATF has blessed this enter-
prise so long as the receiver slots aren’t
molested. Building a Sterling out of a
Sten tube takes some serious talent. The
conversion involves a fair amount of sil-
ver soldering to affix the Sterling parts
to the host receiver. From the user’s
perspective, so long as the conversion 1s
done well and the appropriate crinkle
finish applied, Stenlings are essentially
indistinguishable from the originals.
Despite being crude, ugly, desperate,
and awkward, the Sten gun was none-
theless still an exceptionally cost-
effective close combat tool. The same
attributes that helped the Sten save
Great Britain during WWII make 1t a
desirable NFA mvestment today. Ed



THIS AD ONLY SHOWS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR VAST INVENTORY. FOR OUR ENTIRE LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT OUR ROYALTIGERIMPORTS.COM

FAX (321) 9589-0232
i f' Like us on Facebook: RoyalTigerimports

E] Check us out on YouTube: RT-Imports n I I

www.rovyaltigerimports.com

2635 Kirby Cir. NE « Palm Bay, FL 32905
Follow us on Instagram: royaltigerimports U

We are one of the largest firearms importers in the USA.

321) 212-7801

VARIOUS MAUSERS AVAILABLE:
-MALSER K.95 GEHMAN WWII,

K95 MAUSER CZECH 19456,

-GEWEHR 98 GERMAN WWI,

-GEW 38 & KAR 85 MAUSER GERMAN WWI,
-YUGD MALSER Md45, MZ4/47, M24,/52

Starting at $249-99

BRNO MODEL 2 AND MODEL 5
TRAINER HIFLES.r .22 I_I]NG HIFLES

M 95 STEYR MANNLICHER CARBINE
8X50

Starting at $ 1 99-99

ITALIAN 1870/87/15 VETTERLI RIFLE

= ...$199.99

S

YUGOSLAVIAN SKS MODEL M59/66
CAL. 7.62x39

Starting at $699-99
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ENF & POF G3 PARTS KITS
Starting at 5149.99

&l CZECHOSLOVAKIAN ZB3
Starting at $499.99

e
Assorted

Mamsdacturer M1 Carbine
Ammo

Starting at $0.41/rnd

Artillery Luger
Romanian  pistol Holster/
AK Bavonct Stock Rig

519.99 ~ §149.99
Beretta M1934 pistols
380 ACP
Starting at
$299.99

(Fl:rpnnlul tion)

VARIOUS ENFIELDS AVAILABLE:
- LEE METFORD, LEE ENFIELD,

= ENFIELD NO 4 MK1,
- ENFIELID) ND 5 MK1,

- ENFIELD NO 1 MK5, TRIALS RIFLES

#{— — o
Starting at $1 49.99

Enfield No 1 Mk 3 Cal. 303

W

Starting at $249.99

M.95 STEYR MANNLICHER RIFLE
8X50

F R -

Starting at $ 1 99-99

FUSIL GRAS MLE 1874 RIFLE

Starting at $ 1 99-99
FRENCH GRAS CAVALRY CARBINE

g

Starting at $ 1 99 -99

CHINESE SKS MODEL 56
CAL. 7 ﬁ2><39
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BREDA M30 PARITS
KITS

Starfing at $699.99

MG34 PARTS KITS
Starting at $1499,99

M1A1T Thompson .45 ACP

10.5” Barrel 599,99

P —— e

10.5" Barrel 5119.99

$19.95 $129.99

- Greek Smm Mauser
(7.92x57) 195gr FIMJ
Surplus Ammo

starting at 50,37 /round

FREE SHIPPING ON
945 ROUND BOX

1925A1 Thompson .45 ACP

VARIOUS CARCANOS AVAILABLE:
-1591 GAVALHY GARBINE 6.5X52,

-M3S CARCAND SHORT RIFLE 7.35X51,

-1591/338 CAVALRY CARBINE 7.35X51,
-1891/28 CARCANO CARBINE 6.5X32 FIRST MODEL T5,
-1591/238 CARCAND EAHB]HE 6.5XM52Z SECOND MODEL TS

- Startmg at $1 49 99

1891 CARCANO RIFLE, 6.5X 52

Starting at $1 99-99 '

1891 Carcano Carbine Caliber
6.5x52 Good to Very Good Condition

Starting at $239-99

1871/79 BEAUMONT RIFLE

starting at $299.99

ANNLICHER 1888/90 RIFLE, 8X50R
MANNLICHER 1888/95 RIFLE, 8X50R

S';a;-ting at $ 1 99-99

ORIGINAL CONDITION MAS 49/56
with new furnilure set Ad

F :.‘
= -

’-"

e 1 1
<M Starting at $649 99
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BREN MK1, 2 AND 3
PARIS KIS
Starting at $799.99

1 T i

M.95 Ammo Pouch
Set (Reproduction)

$49.99

& sezzle
Buy Now, Pay Later

FRENCH AA52 PARTS KITS
Starting at $699,99

15891 tmi Bayonet

Starting at $69.99
R e

VZ61 SKORPION 4.5" BARREL,
1/2+28 - 32 MP/7.65
$149.99

4 PAYMUNT | O% INTERES
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E L
helmets 25% 25%

549.99 TRAE ik

\K-47 30 Round
sSteel Magazine
$7.99

25%  20%

*please note that prices are shown for B and C grades. Prices are subject to cliange dei:endinuj on availability. Please call or mail us for details.
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THE WAR GUNS By paul scarlata | Historic Military Arms

SPANISH RUBY PISTOLS

Desperate Times
Call for Desperate
\Vieasures!

Photos by James Walters,
Paul Budde & Becky Scarlata

orld War 1 1s often referred to
as a “Handgun War” because
the typical infantry rifle was

11l suited to the unique conditions of
the conflict. In the close confines of
a trench, or when crawling through
barbed wire entanglements, a long,
bayoneted rifle was a hindrance and
troops soon realized that a pistol or re-
volver was a necessity. However, most
armies lacked sufficient handguns to
equip their rapidly expanding forces.
The situation in /"armée francaise
was especially desperate. France’s
standard 1ssue sidearm, the Revolver
d’Ordnance Mod¢éle 1892, could
not be produced in sufficient quan-
tities to meet demand. The French
ordered revolvers from a number
of Basque gun makers in Spain
who delivered copies of Smith & Wesson
and Colt revolvers chambered for the
standard 8mm Cartouche d’Ordnance
Mle. 1892 revolver cartridge, but high
levels of battlefield attrition meant
that more weapons were
needed—right now!

The standard French
handgun in 1914 was
the Revolver d’Ord-
nance Modéle 1892.

94 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2025

Poland, 1944. Members of the Polish Home Army during the Warsaw Uprising.
The fighter in the foreground is armed with a Ruby pistol.

The mountainous region around
the city of Eibar in northeastern
Spain had long been a center of fire-
arms production based upon cottage
type industries where a “company”
would subcontract out the production
of various components to small shops
who would deliver them to a central
location for fitting and assembly.

Due to Spain’s lax patent laws,
Eibar’s Basque gunmakers were
notorious for the manufacture of un-
licensed copies firearms. Shortly after
the introduction of the first successful
semiauto pistols, Basque gunmakers

92 Espagnol revolvers
were provided to the
French by a number of
Basque gunmakers. (Photo
courtesy of Jean Huon)

began production of simple, blow-
back-operated pistols chambered
for the 7,65mm Browning (.32 ACP)
cartridge that combined features of
EFN’s Modéle 1903 and Colt’s M 1903
designs, which the Basques simplified to
radically degree to reduce production
costs and time.

First of all, Basque pistols possessed
none of the fine lines and ergonomics
of the FN/Colt, and most display a

The Garate, Anitua y Cia’s rear sight was
basic in the extreme and non-adjustable.
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THE WAR GUNS
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grasping grooves at the rear of the
slide which could be cut quickly, and
cheaply, with a simple lathe. Because
of their place of origin, these hand-
guns became known generically as
B “Eibar” pistols.
B Anitua y Cia pistol One of the most prominent manufac-
we test fired for this : ; ;
article differed little  turers of Eibar pistols was a firm with
in genre, but the the typically unpronounceable Basque
quality of manufacture  ,,5c of Gabilondo y Urresti, which
appeared better than many L : : :
marketed their pistols in Latin America,
the Balkans, and in the Far East under
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Collector Tim
Hawkins’ Garate,

Lk kS

Ruby type pistols | have
examined. Note the large
lanyard ring.

Ruby pistols could be disassembled into five
basic components rather quickly. Note the rather
massive construction of the various parts.
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squared off silhouette with
steep grip to frame angle.
They replaced the Brown-
ing’s efficient, but difficult
to produce, thumb and grip
safeties with a simple lever
on the left side of the frame
which, when rotated up 45
degrees, blocked trigger
movement and did double
duty as a slide hold open
lever to help disassemble
the pistol.

Like the FN/Colt, the
Basque pistols had the
recoil spring located in
the frame under the barrel
where 1t was secured by a
guide rod, greatly simpli-
fying the machining of the
interior of the shide. Other
areas where they copied
Browning were a heel style
magazine release, ribs on
the barrel which mated
to grooves on the frame
to secure the two units
together and a shrouded,
internal hammer.

A distinctive feature on
some pistols are curved

1917. French soldiers of the
“Groupe de Bombardiers du
163° Régiment d’Infanterie”
on the Vosges front, all are
equipped with Ruby pistols.
And in one case, with a pair
of Ruby pistols. (Courtesy of
Jean Claude Fombaron)

the trademark name “Ruby.”

In 1915, Gabilondo oftered the
desperate French army the Ruby,
and quickly obtained a contract for
delivery of 10,000 pistols per month.
As the situation on the Western Front
worsened, the contract was changed
to 30,000 pistols per month, which
was upped a few months later
to 50,000.

While Gabilondo’s bank manager
must had been ecstatic, 1t quickly
dawned upon Senores Gabilondo
and Urresti that their small company
(they only had about ten employees
in 1914) could not possibly supply
such numbers by themselves and they
made agreements with a number of
other Eibar gunmakers each of whom
agreed to produce 5,000 pistols per
month for Gabilondo who would
oversee the process and be responsible
for assuring that standards of quality
control were enforced.

Pistols sold to the French had a
one- or two-letter mark in an oval on
the rear left of the frame which 1den-
tified the manufacturer, irrespective of
trademark name. They were stamped
with a star or pair of stars on the
bottom of the frame next to the mag-
azine well when they were formally
accepted for French service.

As the French—and later the
Italians, Serbians, Rumanians and
Greeks—clamored for Eibar pistols,
additional subcontractors were taken
onboard until, but 1918, there were
no fewer than thirty-seven compan-
1es were either providing pistols to
Gabilondo or selling them directly
to the Allied armies.!
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A French gunner poses with Fusils
Mitrailleur Modele 1915 CSRG (the much
hated “Chauchat”) and Ruby pistols.

1917. French trench raiders armed with Ruby

pistols and daggers.

A Czech anti-tank gun crew in the early 1930s.
The officer is holding a French supplied Ruby
pistol. (Courtesy of Solomon Adler)
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The circled “AK” on the rear of
the frame indicates this is an
Alkartasuma-made pistol.

As each company subcontracted out
the production of their own compo-
nents, the result were pistols whose
quality ranged from good to abysmal,
while interchangeability of parts was
a non-existent concept. Many minor
variants exist: e.g. shorter grips for
seven-round magazines; longer barrels
and slides; barrels that extend past the
slide; different shaped grip frames, etc.

In French service, the 7,65mm
Browning was known as the Cartouche
de 7,65 pour PA. and consisted of
a straight-walled, semi-
rimmed case 17mm long
whose 71-grain.

EMJ bullet was propelled
to 900 fps. While the
Americans and British

felt 1t was too weak to be a
serious military cartridge,
most European armies and
police forces felt it was

a perfectly adequate, close
range defensive cartridge.

As demand continued to
grow, the quality of some
pistols fell even further with
many being delivered with
poorly heat-treated parts
which led to high levels
of breakage—and thus
demand for more pistols.
Wait a minute, do you see a
pattern here?

While these were indeed
good times for the gun-
makers of Eibar, the poor
quality of many of the
French contract pistols
would stigmatize Spanish

Three variants of the T
“Ruby” pistol. The top A
pistol with the extended
barrel and the one below
it with the short grip
were made by Fabrica
de Armas Alkartasuna. The bottom
pistol is a wartime production by
Azanza y Arrizabalaga. (Courtesy
Rock Island Auction Co.)

handguns as cheap and unreliable for
decades to come.

Regardless of who made them,
in French service these pistols were
known as the 7,65mm Pistolet
Automatique Type Ruby, and were
1ssued by the tens of thousands to

officers and enlisted. By the time the
Great War ended, the French had

purchased 1n excess of 700,000 Eibar
pistols and they saw wide service on
all fronts.

In the post-war years, the French
continued to 1ssue the Ruby to their
army and police forces, in addition to
supplying pistols to their new “allies”
Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia
and Poland where they saw service
during the civil wars and border
clashes of the 1920s and ‘30s. During
the 1930s, the French army recondi-
tioned many Ruby pistols, riveting a
stud to the left side of the slide which
prevented the safety from acciden-
tally disengaging when the pistol was
thrust into a holster. After WWI,
Finland purchased 10,000 Ruby
pistols from France (7,65mm Pistooli
M19) which saw service during the
“Winter War” (1939-1940) against the
Soviet Union. It 1s estimated that in
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In the 1930s, most Ruby pistols still
in service with the French army had
a stud riveted on the slide to prevent
the safety from being pushed off
when the pistol was thrust into a
holster. (Courtesy lan McCollum of
ForgottenWeapons.com)

excess of one million Ruby/Eibar type
pistols were manufactured before the
general breakdown of industry during
the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939).

When World War II erupted, many
French reservists were still equipped
with Ruby pistols. After the Fall of
France, many of these surrendered
pistols were 1ssued German occu-
pation forces as the 7,65mm Pistole
624(f). Ruby pistols also saw wide
use with the army and police of the
collaborationist Vichy government—
and Free French military units and
resistance forces. Some even showed
up—on both sides—during the post-
war colonial conflicts in Indochina
and Algeria.

Fellow collector Tim
Hawkins kindly lent me
a Garate & Anitua y Cia
pistol to photograph. It was
fitted with a lanyard ring,
had large sights, and one of
the most horrible triggers
I've ever felt. It was sadly
lacking in the ergonomics
department, the steep grip
to frame angle made it
necessary to consciously lift

1944. Members of the
French resistance man
barricades during the
Paris Uprising. Several
of them are armed with
Ruby-type pistols.
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1939. Finnish officers during the Win-
ter War. The man on the left is wearing
a holstered Ruby pistol. (SA-KUVA)

the muzzle when aiming; the safety
lever was poorly positioned and diffi-
cult to manipulate; and the sharp lip
of the magazine base plate galled the
shooter’s hand.

Markings on the left side of the
slide included, “PISTOLA AUTO-
MATIC CALIBRE 7% surmounting
“GARATE ANITUA & Cia - EIBAR
(ESPANA).” At the left, rear of the
frame was the manufacturer’s code
“G.N.” 1n an oval while stars were
stamped on either side of the magazine
release proving this had indeed been 1s-
sued to the French army during WWI.

Considering the age and condition
of this Pistolet Basque, I decided to
err on the side of caution and did
not test fire 1t. After all, discretion 1s

1937. A Spanish Republican fighter
poses with his family. His daughter is
holding a Ruby-type pistol.

the better part of damaging someone
else’s pistol. Or myself! In conclusion,
I must admit that even though Ruby
pistols were quite possibly the most
widely used combat handguns of
World War I, I can find few redeem-
ing things to say about them. If I was
a mud splattered, Gauloises smoking
Poilu I would have gotten my hands
on a Mod¢le 1892 revolver even if 1
had to beg, borrow, buy, or steal one.

I would like thank the following
for providing materials and informa-
tion used to prepare this report: Tim
Hawkins, Jean Claude Fombaron,
Jean Claude Kempf, Thompson

Knox, Jean Huon, Eugene Medlin
and Ian McCollum. E3

1 A complete list of makers of the Ruby-type pistols can
be found at: https://www.gunboards.com/threads/
pistolet-automatique-de-7-millim%EF%BF%B
Dtre-65-genre-ruby.88044/?id=88044

SPECIFICATIONS
7,65MM PISTOLET

AUTOMATIQUE TYPE RUBY
(GARATE, ANITUA Y CIA)

Caliber: Cartouche de
7,65 pour PA.
Overall Length: 6 in.
Barrel Length: 3.1251In.
Weight 30 oz.
(Unloaded):
Magazine: 9 rounds
Sights: Front: Blade

Rear: V notch

Grips: Checkered wood
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1893 SPANISH MAUSER LONG RIFLES BRITISH NO1 MKIII SMLE 303 CAL RIFLE

Pretty good shape, might be missing small part or need TLC.
/mm the original “homet” only $225.00 for this legend. Original bayonet

* FFL or C&R required
Early example of one of the finest main battle weapons ever

as is packed in cosmoline $69.88. C&R or FFL req. "THE HORNET" , : , i . . :
put into service. In use with the Briish Empire for decades and still as good as it
1910 MEXICAN MAUSER RIFLES ever was. Very good, battle ready condition. Yours only $392.50. Hand select add
T e $20.00, Onginal dated sling $19.95.
M1943 SPANISH MAIN BATTLE RIFLES

fmm large nng 98 style action. Good overall shape, might be missing
part or bolt. as is $88.00. C&R or FFL req.

FFL or C&R W

Good condition. Only $243.00
W C A finely crafted Spanish 8mm short rifle following the
FFL or C&R required X —— | pattern of the onginal F:QB (zerman short rifle. The last nfle for spain to be
e T ) ZER made in the old ways. Although, giving way to a new era these hardy and accurate
it S e | ‘ =2 _— rifles did their job superbly. Manufactured from famously superior Spanish steel and
. T B r—— certainly able to take a lickin' and keep on a tickin'. Hand select add $20.00.

SWISS K31 BARREL RECEIVER/ACTION
Great condition, nice bores all function and go "click™. $109.88.

Many of these rifles have a pin preventing the bolt from closing, but
all have "DP" markings. No holes are dnilled in the receiver or barrel. some

appear to even have nice bores. Different mostly English mfg and early dates. Sold as Is.
A treasure trove for only $74.88. $20.00 hand select while supplies last.

ITALIAN ARTILLERY CARBINES WW2 RUSSIAN 91/30 RIFLES

C&R or FFL req.

Good to very good.
Only $378.88

FFL or
C&R required

FFL or C&R required

Flat shooting super accurate 6.5mm artillery carbine
with folding bayonet, manufactured with typical ltalian style
and finesse. Good bores and overall great condition. Only | Ole Zeke found a long forgotten warehouse in the Ukrainian countryside with these Russian rifles that

$223.00. Hand select add $20.00, leather sling $9.00, leath- | have not been refinished and likely untouched since WW2. Hand select add $20.00, sling and cleaning
er ammo pouch $15.00, leather bandolier/belt 28.00. rod add $31.00.

1888 GERMAN COMMISSION RIFLE . AHNTlﬂUE-b SPANISH “OVIEDO” SHORT RIFLE
MOKEN, may pe - — — _ —  —_—_—e—,e, e e—
. bolt 1s iIncluded.
Find beautiful ONLY $220.00. Add $20 for hand select

metal and bores
under a century

of grease. Yours & “OLE ZEKE'S TREASURES

only $109.00. g 4

d o i 95? +«+ CZ 52 SEMIAUTO ASSAULT RIFLES broken

lizeexzm  or missing stock and maybe missing part, but

will include some extras. $119.00.
+« SPANISH 1916 SHORT RIFLES 7x57 as is, off
the top $99.00. C&R or FFL required.
» SPANISH M43 RIFLES 8x57 as 1s, off the top
$99.00. C&R or FFL req.
+ SWEDISH LEATHER AMMO BELT/BANDO-
LIER can fit a variety of rifle, cartridge handy, styl-
ish piece $29.88.
« 1903 BRITISH .303 LEATHER AMMO BANDO-

and $12 for sling. FFL or C&R required

F-R7 SPANISH CARBINES

FFL or C&R required

308 call7 .62/51mm, nice bores, great shape. When that semi auto
wonder wand I1s Jammed, fouled and laying on the ground crying, this old soldier
1s flickin’ brass. $324.88, hand select add $20.00, sling $9.00.

INDIAN MILITARY KUKRI KNIVES

w/leather sheath. Very gn-::cl cnnd tl-:.m $41.00. OLD ZEHE LIER a lil wear an tear, but super cool 39.88.
_ il _ Jd Lo * LONG LEE RIFLES left over from Boer wars South
As Is, off the tc:p all dlfferent models $99.00. C&R or FFL req. Afrika. As 1s, missing parts, may be a fizer upper or paris gold
SMM ITALIAN GAHENDRA M AR—TINI mine- don't see em too often anymore. $108.88.
« JAP ARISIKA BBL REC . T-99, T-38, CARBINE AND RIFLE. 5

CARCANO CARBINES |BEAUTIFUL HANDSOME .o s gy sdar-lntoc o 1 e
Comorted o B oo e by o | Q0D STOCK SET + BRITISH MKIII .410 SHOTGUNS. May be missing part need a little
Volkssturm in the last days of WW2 as Cond. o | only 5135,0“- work. C&R or FFL required. $118.38. _ _
well as other militaries after the war | NEW. Original.  YOuUrS « SWEDISH 1896 & VZ24 STOCK SETS can fit 93 and 88 rifles too w/
$243.88. Hand select available. add | Supply imited. handguards, some hardware included, $47.88.
$20.00. Ammo pouch $10, sling $10. |GAHENDRA MARTINI RIFLE * HAND WOVEN EXTRA LARGE VAQUERO BLANKETS. Native
C&R or FFL required. BBL Action/Rec $48.88 hand spun and woven blankets, different colors $36.88.

orders. There is no min. order. All orders shipped as quickly as possible without delays. Retums require a Customer Service RA number prior to retum. Retum shipping at customer’s
expense. No shipping charges refunded; in-house credit only. All prices subject to change. 20% Restock/Handling on Returns. Inspection period 3 days.

Some pictures for P.O.BOX 203 « ETTIRIDGIE TN 38456-0203.

illustration only. Telephone # 931-766-0755 » e-mail: info{@hunterslodge.com = Check oul our website at www.hunterslodge.com

I Ordering Information: Please remit via check or money order. All firearms except those noted NO FFL REQL.- REQUIRE a signed in ink Dealer FFL. Please add sufficient shipping on all




How Does This New
Ox19mm PDW from
Springfield Armory
Stack Up?

By David M. Fortier, Executive Editor
Photography by Ashley Jaderborg

irearms News Editor-in-Chief Vincent DeNiro calls
them a “bag gun,” referring to a compact piece small
enough to be carried discreetly in a modest bag or pack
for personal protection. Often pistol caliber, “bag guns™ are
intended to provide “a bit more” than your normal concealed
handgun, which they complement. Their purpose? Specifically
they have a higher hit probability than a typical CCW pistol,
but without the length, bulk and weight of a rifle. DeNiro, a
former deputy sheriff, also likes the intimidation factor of a
submachine gun-looking firearm as well.

I typically refer to something along these lines as a per-
sonal defense weapon (PDW), but no matter what you call
it, they can be a valuable addition for personal protection.

One new offering along these lines 1s the Kuna from
Springfield Armory. This 1s a modern looking pistol
available 1n 9x19mm with a number of interesting features.
A compact piece with very well laid out controls, it 1s
designed to be easy to operate and user friendly. Unlike
the norm though, this design’s method of operation is not
straight blow-back. Rather 1t features a roller-delayed
system. A good looking piece that 1s sure to turn heads,

I was interested to examine 1t and see how 1t performed.

Let’s begin this review by taking a quick look at Spring-
field Armory’s partner manufacturing the Kuna for them,

62 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2025

-y

o w, _'._'.'\1 o -y T

LN
i a

‘T ER e

__________

LN R !

3 = T e
gy LT m N B
N i @

B B e b e

HS Produkt of Karlovac, Croatia. Neither Springfield
Armory nor HS Produkt 1s unfamiliar to me. I purchased
my first 7.62mm M1A rifle from Springfield Armory
many moons ago when I was 1n high school. Looking at
some old notes, I see that I reviewed my first HS Produkt
firearm, the HS2000 9mm pistol, back in May of 2000.
25 years ago the company was known as IM Metal, and
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(Lead and cover photo by Andy Grossman)

no one at the time suspected their polymer pistol would trial metal parts. The company designed and produced its first

become such a success. service pistol, the PHP, in 1991 amidst wartime conditions.
The Hrvatski Samokres 2000 (Croatian Pistol 2000) was The PHP, while a good design, had some disadvantages due

actually the third pistol IM Metal had designed and manu- to the conditions under which 1t was produced.

factured. The company was established 1n the town of Ozalj In 1993, IM Metal began development of a new model,

which 1s a short drive southwest of Croatia’s capital, Zagreb. the HS95. This pistol featured a 15-round magazine, new

It began as a privately owned company manufacturing indus-  safety, and new firing pin construction, among other
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THE KUNA

New from Springfield Armory
is the 9mm Kuna pistol, seen
here with its optional brace.

A The Kuna features
a roller-delayed
blowback operating
system and a
six-inch barrel.

changes allowed by the continued development of im-
proved production technology. Designed by a team of
engineers led by Marko Vukovié, the HS95 evolved into
the HS2000. This new service pistol was developed specif-
ically for military use and i1t was subsequently adopted by
the Croatian Armed Forces as well as their police.
Introduced 1n 1999, the HS2000 became a commercial
success and was imported into the US. In 2001 IM Metal
changed its name to HS Produkt. It wasn’t long before the
design was noticed by Springfield Armory. Recognizing the
pistol’s potential, Springfield Armory worked with HS Pro-

:O:;:ig‘;:s”mw dukt, gave it a facelift and introduced it to American shooters
i popularityg as the XD or eXtreme Duty in 2002. Since its introduction
and the Kuna is into the US, the XD has proven very popular and been hugely

compact enough successful for both HS Produkt and Springfield Armory.

to carry discreetl ; ; , . ;
for pegonm y Springfield Armory’s new Kuna 1s another interesting prod-

protection. uct from HS Produkt. Available as a select-fire submachine
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The Kuna can be carried in a bag, but the 30-round mag is a
bit long, a 15 or 20-rounder would be a better option for an
initial magazine.

gun for military and LE use and as a semi-automatic pistol
for armed citizens, I will focus on the semi-automatic version
now available in the US. Kuna 1s “Marten” in Croatian,
referring to the small European Pine Marten, a carnivorous
animal, which happens to be one of the national symbols

of Croatia. The pine marten also appeared on the currency
of Croatia, also known as the kuna, from 1994 until it was
replaced by the Euro 1n 2023.

To examine the various features on the new Kuna, and
try it on the range, I requested a sample on short-term
loan from Springfield Armory. This was then returned
to Springfield Armory after testing. I was mterested to

The Kuna is available both with a Strike
Industries FSA folding arm stabilizing brace and without.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

A look at the Kuna’s bolt (shown upside down here) and its
top-mounted roller-delayed locking system.

see how user-friendly the new design 1s, how the controls
are placed, and what the recoil impulse 1s like. I was also
interested to see how i1t compares to legacy designs. The
most obvious design to compare 1t to 1s the HK MP5 and
1ts various modern semi-automatic clones such as Century
Arms’ MKE manufactured APS, or the MAC 5 from SDS
Arms. How does the Kuna stack up to the competition?

[ was also interested to see how Springficld Armory’s new
Kuna would perform as a PDW carried discreetly off body
in something like a messenger bag. Back in 2017, I wrote
about PDWs and my thoughts on what would be desirable
for the armed citizen. In that article, I published a list of
10 desirable features for a “bag gun™ to have. I was looking

- A .
# FREE WNTRy
- g EE

# :
| 74
11. b I - 4 1 1

The arm brace seems fairly robust and
locks solidly into place.
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THE KUNA

The six-inch barrel is fitted with a multi-port muzzle brake A The Kuna fea-

to reduce felt recoil. Note the M-Lok slots. tures two sets of
folding sights for
use when firing

_ _ it as a traditional
for a complement, not a replacement, for my daily carried pistol and as seen

concealed carry pistol. Here are my thoughts from 2017: here, for when

1. Very compact- This was the most important part, using & brace.
it needed to be small enough to
easily carry stored inside a small
bag. Desired length was less than
15 inches.

2. Reliable-The design needed to be
well proven, robust and reliable.

3. Chambered for a common and
etfective cartridge-
It needed to be chambered for a
cartridge which was economical

> A look at the
open “U” notch
rear sight.

to buy and practice with yet
terminally effective.

4. High hit probability- It needed to have a higher
hit probability than a handgun, which dictated
the need for a shoulder stock or a brace.

S. Capable of mounting modern accessories-

A red dot sight, white light, sound suppressor
and other modern accessories are required as
they can increase survivability.

6. Adequate reach- A minimum effective range
of 100 yards was needed.

7. Well-supported- I wanted spare parts and
aftermarket support readily available.

8. Light weight- A maximum unloaded weight
of 4.5 pounds was desired.

9. Blue collar price- The price needed to be
within reach of a blue-collar worker.

10. High capacity magazines- It needed to have
magazines with a capacity of 20+ rounds
readily available at an economical price.

Basically, I was looking for a very compact firearm I
could carry discreetly in a small bag, in addition to the
pistol on my hip. Over the years, I have tried a number
of different designs as possible solutions. These include
Kel-Tec’s SUB-2000 in 9x19mm, Century Arms imported
MKE manufactured 9mm APS5-P MP5K clone, a Glock 35

The Kuna features
a monolithic

= Bk ‘! aluminum upper (9mm, .357 SIG and .40 S&W) 1n a Flux Defense chassis,
ne— . receiver which SIG Sauer 300 AAC BLK Rattler with 5.5 inch barrel, and

houses the roller- ; ; : : ;
The non-reciprocating charging handle is delayed operating a Glock 19 (9mm) in a Micro Roni chassis. Each has its

comfortable to operate and easy to reach. system. strengths and weaknesses. If size and weight 1s of

A 2 N
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Controls are ambidextrous and mirrored on each side.

paramount importance, the Glock 1n a
Flux chassis gets the nod. If size and weight
are less important, SIG’s Rattler provides
300 BLK performance. For an all-around solution,
Century Arms’ AP5-P (MP5K clone), with B&T
collapsible stock, is hard to beat.

What about Springfield Armory’s Kuna? At first glance,
1t 1s a more modern design compared to the Cold War era
MP5 series. When HKSs roller-lock system was developed,
everyone was right-handed, bolts didn’t need to lock-open
on the last round, and stamped sheet metal welded togeth-
er was considered high tech. Times change. The Kuna is
constructed using modern manufacturing techniques and
features ambidextrous controls.

The Kuna 1s being launched in 9mm but I suspect other
calibers will soon follow. Operation 1s not by the typical
blowback system, but rather the Kuna utilizes a roller-
delayed operating system. Utilizing a roller-delayed system
reduces the reciprocating mass and felt recoil. The reduc-
tion in weight also contributes to the Kuna’s handling.
Initially, two basic models will be offered, one with a Strike
Industries FSA folding arm stabilizing brace as seen here,
and one without a brace but with a MIL STD 1913 rail at
the back of the receiver.

Ambidextrous controls make operating the Kuna fast and
easy. Note the bolt locks back on an empty magazine.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM
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Barrel length 1s a short, but not too short at six inches.
The barrel 1s cold radial hammer forged, Melonite coated
for corrosion resistance, features a one turn in ten inches
rifling twist and 1/2x28 threads at the muzzle. The Kuna
comes fitted with a multi-port muzzle brake. So, the end-
user has the option to use the factory muzzle brake or
swap to a different muzzle device or a sound suppressor
using the 1/2x28 muzzle threads.

The barrel mounts to a monolithic aluminum upper
receiver which 1s Type 111 hardcoat anodized. This features
an itegral full-length MIL STD 1913 rail at 12 o’clock
and M-LOK slots at 3, 6 and 9 o’clock. This facilitates easy
mounting of optics and accessories. The ejection port 1s
located on the right side of the blocky upper receiver while
the fixed ejector is bolted to the left side. Two slots run down
the left and right side of the upper receiver for the non-
reciprocating low-profile folding charging handle. This 1s
nicely contoured, spring-loaded, and folds neatly out of the
way when released. It can be mounted onto either the left or
right side of the receiver depending on the desires of the user.

The polymer lower receiver attaches to the upper receiver
by two cross-pins, similar to an AR-15. The controls consist
of a bolt catch/release, magazine release and safety lever
which are mirrored on the left and right side for ambidex-
trous use. The safety 1s placed similar to an AR-15 and i1s
very easy to manipulate from safe to fire and back again
without having to change your grip. The magazine release 1s
a push button and placed similar to an AR-15 so 1t 1s easy
to operate with your trigger finger. The bolt catch/release
sits above the magazine release and can be used to lock the
bolt to the rear or to release 1t. It 1s easily manipulated with
your trigger finger or the thumb of your non-dominant
hand as you change magazines. The pistol grip 1s textured
for a secure hold and can be replaced 1f you so desire with
an AR-15 pistol grip.

JUNE 2025 | FIREARMS NEWS 67



THE KUNA

The Kuna strips easily for
cleaning with no tools required.

The Kuna 1s very easy to take down, and I did 1t easily
without instructions. After removing the magazine and
verifying the pistol 1s empty with no round 1n the chamber,
you simply push the two captured take-down pins out,
remove the lower receiver, and slide the back plate of the
recerver down until it can be easily removed. This allows
the captured recoil spring assembly with its guide rod and
buffer to be removed. Then the bolt can be withdrawn.

With the bolt in hand, if you look at the top of the bolt
assembly above and forward of the breech face you’ll see a

i

A look inside the
Kuna’s lower
receiver and at
the magazine’s
steel feed lips.
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simple spring-loaded stainless steel roller. This drops into a
recess 1n the top of the barrel above the chamber. The roll-
er delays the bolt opening hence the term “roller delayed”
blowback. Keeping the bolt closed longer 1s also a plus 1f
you are shooting suppressed, as there 1s less chance for gas
to escape out the ejection port. The overall design appears
simple, robust and easy to maintain.

The sample I received on loan for review 1s chambered 1n
9x19mm Parabellum. I prefer the 9x19mm cartridge over
other common service pistol handgun cartridges for a few
basic reasons. Chief among these are availability and cost
of ammunition. Both economical training ammunition
and modern expanding personal protection loads are wide-
ly available. 9mm FMJ ammunition is less expensive than
other calibers, facilitating economical practice. In my opin-
1on, this 1s extremely important. More range times leads to
greater proficiency. The 9mm cartridge has mild recoil, 1s
easy to suppress, has both subsonic and supersonic loads
readily available, and 1s capable of excellent accuracy with
high-quality ammunition. With modern defensive ammu-
nition, 1t can be effectively employed at 50+ yards.

Springfield Armory’s Kuna feeds from detachable poly-
mer magazines with a capacity of 30 rounds. The design
1s double-column with dual-feed, so they are easy to load
cartridges into by hand. The design appears robust and
features stainless steel feed lips. The magazines are trans-
lucent and feature round count numbers on both sides.
The follower activates a bolt hold-open on the last round.
Magazines insert and lock into place with a ssmple upward
push into the magazine well and drop free with the push
of a button. The Kuna ships with two 30-round magazines.

To check the Kuna’s performance, I collected four different
9mm loads. These consisted of Black Hills Ammunition’s
115-grain TAC-XP +P, SIG Sauer’s 124-grain V-Crown JHP,
and Federal’s 150-grain Syntech subsonic. To these three
modern loads, I added Wolf Performance Ammunition’s steel
case 115-grain FMJ. These four loads were intended to both
check the Kuna’s accuracy and reliability.




SPRINGFIELD ARMORY KUNA —

50-YARD ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART

Load Bullet | Velocity | SD | Group
Weight (fps) (in.)
(gr.)
?fgk(xll;lilfpﬁxmmunition e 1,299 o1 35
Wolf FMJ 115 129 31 2
SIG Sauer V-Crown JHP 124 1,288 i 3.9
Federal’s Syntech 150 947 21 3.2

Groups are an average of four 5-shot groups fired from a rest
at 50 yards. Velocity readings recorded using a LabRadar
Doppler chronograph at an ambient temperature of

/7 degrees F at 1,030 feet above Sea Level.

Accuracy testing was conducted from off a bag on my
bench. I would expect most who buy a Kuna will outfit 1t with
some type of red dot sight, so I mounted an Aimpoint H-1
in a LaRue Tactical mount. A quick zero on a steel silhouette
and I got to work. Accuracy testing was then conducted at
50 yards with four five-shot groups fired with each load and
velocity measured using a LabRadar Doppler chronograph.

As I began testing, I noted rounds load easily into the
magazine until the last two rounds, which require a bit more
force. Magazines lock securely into place with a firm upward
push. The ambidextrous controls make operating the Kuna
simple and straight-forward. The bolt retracts easily and the
charging handle 1s nicely contoured, comfortable in the hand,
and automatically folds out of the way when released. The
bolt catch/release, mag release, and safety are all well-placed
and easy to reach from a firing grip. Handling-wise, the Kuna
feels good with an overall length of just 16.5 inches with the
brace folded, and 24.25 inches with 1t extended and a weight
of just five pounds five ounces.

Rounds load smoothly into the chamber, and I found
the pistol grip comfortable in the hand. The Aimpoint H-1
provides a nice clean dot for aiming. Getting to work, I not-
ed the trigger 1s straight with a nearly flat face. The trigger
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Best accuracy was achieved using
Federal’s 150-grain Syntech load.

A The single-stage
trigger is a bit
“mushy” on its
initial take-up, but
it has a nice reset.

» Practical
accuracy of the
Kuna is very
good as this five-
shot group, fired
offhand, at 25
yards shows.

pull 1s slightly long and what James Tarr best described as
“mushy,” but not gritty or heavy. The reset 1s short though
and total pull weight i1s 5.5 pounds on my sample. The
operating cycle of the Kuna 1s smooth and it 1s a very
comfortable and fun pistol to fire.

Accuracy from the bench was quite good at 50 yards.
Federal’s 150-grain Syntech subsonic load provided the
best accuracy averaging 3.2 inches at 947 fps. Black Hills
Ammunition’s 115-grain TAC-XP +P averaged 3.5 inches
at 1,299 tps, while SIG Sauer’s 124-grain V-Crown JHP
averaged 3.9 inches at 1,288 fps. Wolf’s 115-grain steel case
FMJ load averaged 4.8 inches at 1,291 fps. Following my
50-yard groups on paper, I next engaged steel silhouettes
from the bench at 80 and 100 yards. The Kuna/Ampoint
combination proved capable of making consistent hits on
a sitlhouette at 100 yards without issue.

Moving from the bench, I ran the Kuna through a
variety of drills shooting from seven to 100 yards offhand,
kneeling, rice paddy prone (squatting), and prone off the
magazine. It was during these drills that the Kuna really
showed the thought that went into the design. I noticed
it 1s a very smooth shooting piece compared to a typical
blowback 9mm PCC. It’s easy to make rapid multiple hits
with due to how easy 1t 1s to control.
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THE KUNA

The bolt locks back on the last
shot and the magazine drops
free with the push of a button.

Operating the Kuna is faster and easier than an MP5
due to the modern well-placed controls; the bolt hold-open
and the bolt release levers, magazines also drop free with
the push of a button rather than needing to be tugged free.
The mag well design facilitates faster magazine insertions
compared to a MP5. I also find the safety 1s easier to reach
and manipulate compared to an MP53.

Once it 1s unlimbered and in the game, the Kuna provides
a definite advantage over a typical carry pistol such as a
Glock 19. How? The Kuna 1s easier to make rapid hits with,

especially as the distance to the target increases. Hitting a Caliber:

Thanks to its short length and relatively
light weight, the Kuna is easy to carry
and fast to get into action.

While not inexpensive, the Kuna 1s an option to consider to
complement your CCW when a full-size rifle 1s simply too
much. Plus, from a recreational standpoint, my time on the
range with i1t proved very relaxing and enjoyable. Shooting

doesn’t always have to be serious, 1t can be fun too. When it
comes to fun, the Kuna proved to be a real winner. EJ

SPECIFICATIONS
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY KUNA

9mm

man-sized silhouette at 25, 50, 75, and 100 yards with the
Kuna 1s substantially faster and easier than with many hand-

Operation:

Roller-delayed Blowback,
Semi-Automatic

guns. Basically, it provides a higher hit probability. Making Barrel Length:

6 In. w/Melonite finish

precise hits at distance, such as head shots, 1s also easier.

1-10, RH twist

Single-Stage, 5.5 lbs.

Detachable 30-round box magazine

16.5 In. collapsed, 24.25 in. ext.

S lBs . 507,

Open and aperture flip sights

Barrel Twist:
My experience with Springfield Armory’s new Kuna was Trigger-
positive. It proved soft shooting, easy to operate, accurate
and reliable. No 1ssues were encountered during testing. The oler
one negative to the Kuna 1s the need for a proprietary maga- Overall Length:
zine. If you are heavily invested in MP3, Glock, Colt-pattern, Weight:
or other magazines, well, here 1s another to add to your pile. Sights:
The Kuna appears well-made, but only time will tell how Finich:

Hard Coat Anodized

it holds up to long term use. Yes, it 1s only a 9mm and lacks

; o ; . Accessories Included:
the exterior ballistics, penetration, and terminal perfor-

Two 30-round magazines,
cable lock, manual

mance of a rifle. However, 1t 1s substantially less expensive

to shoot and train with than a 5.7x28mm, 5.56x45mm, SRR

$1,149 ($999 without brace)

300 AAC BLK, or 7.62x39mm. The MSRP of the Kuna Contact:

without the brace 1s $999 and with the brace 1s $1,149.
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REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle * Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC » 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MAGHINE GUI‘I
SEMI AUTO

Russian mainstay
of WWIl and the
Cold War, In caliber

7.62x54R. Comes with 54995 00

13} 47rd drum Cleaning kit and sling included
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shawn).

Call us about California complient models of this gun.

GZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH

$1995.00

TORCH CUT Cal.7.62x54R a I
RECEIVER AS PER BATF -
i F——-
Belts included I ' ‘ "l
> X

Includles barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

308 1919 A4

Semi Auomarc

Belt Loaders
Available at

* US. Gl Parts $369

* Comes with Anti-Alrcraft Tri-Pod
* Metal links and manual included
* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

Exact copy of U.S.
121944 LMG

-FeQiNas only

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.

* (3o004qle for more info.
o A few available.

$2995.00

M24Q9 293 X Plus shipping | —
BELT LOADERS $369.00
1919A4 Israeli 308 links — 1wioass08 - $369.00 79 GRENADE LAUNCHER BARRELS
1,000- round box $125.00 M-60 (308 .
Also available: 2.000-round eos) $369.00 Stripped $1,500 ]
and 3,000-round boxes. w2 soca)  $369.00 Complete $2,500

40mm
SCORPION PISTOL

oy cen Bve: g ,' avallatle for $30.00
CAL. 32 ACP {7.65mm)

¢ Hard case

* (2) 20rd magazine

* Owners manual

* Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00

Semi-auto receivers $395.00

$895.00

Plus shipping

Threaded barrel Guns

Available at $995.00

‘Complete guns $7,000

CZ 26 PARTS KITS
Cal. 7.62X25

* As new guns, before being demilled
as per BATF

« All kits come with (5) magazines,
a mag pouch, a cleaning rod and a shing {no barrel)

$159.00

Plus shipping

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZINES
For the SWD M-11 SMNM MG

¢ 60 rounders $99.00
e Over 18,000 sold-Supplies running low

* Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

$29 -00 3t Raunders

VZ61 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RECEIVER

with S5/A selecter lever

$395.00

STG-44 BARRELS, $300. STG-44 OP RODS, $500. WEBSITE: WWW.RECONORD.COM

ﬁ Dl IOtk

WANT TO BUY

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections, Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!
FULL TIME CLASS Ill DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975
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Smith & Wesson’s Spec Series V is a full-
size, optics-ready, all steel, compensated
9mm fed by 23-round magazines.

-

V FOR VICTORY!

Smith & Wesson'’s Spec Series V M&P Pistol

By James Tarr

mith & Wesson’s Spec Series has been various fancy
s iterations of the M&P, and the latest, the Spec Series V
(as in Roman numeral 5) 1s the biggest, the heaviest, and
the most likely to grab your attention.

Both the 3™ (2022) and 4™ (2023) generation Spec Series
guns are still available, but with the V, S&W really decided
to step 1t up a notch. All the Spec Series guns are produced
by Smith & Wesson’s Performance Center, offer looks and
features just not available 1n other models, and are sold as
packages with lots of extras nicely fitting into foam cutouts
in locking hard cases. The 3™ gen Spec Series was built on
a compact M&P with a polymer frame, extended threaded
barrel, and offered in a Bull Shark Gray Cerakote. The 4®
gen Spec Series was the first to feature S&W’s new metal
(aluminum)-framed M&P on a full-size model. It had an

72 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2025

OD Green Cerakote finish and a small compensator. For
the 5™ gen S&W went even bigger and bolder.

The Spec Series V 1s a full-size M&P C.O.R.E. (optics
ready) chambered in 9mm, with a steel frame, with an extend-
ed threaded 47/s-inch barrel mounting a big compensator,
and a removable steel magwell. It comes with three 23-round
magazines, four backstraps, a nice liner-lock folding knife,
and a challenge coin, all in a tough hard case. The frame and
slide are dark gray Armornite (S&W’s version of nitride), and
certain controls and parts are multi-hued blue, the color the
result of a PVD finish. The combination is perhaps even more
impressive and striking in person than it is in photos.

Let’s start with the base gun and work up from there.
S&W introduced their first-generation M&P 1n 2006. It
was an American-made polymer-framed striker-fired gun




— T \

e s oy 1-._".. i
T SRR e
RS

I.-I'-..
'jl;,_‘..“
AR
?‘ %
-y
ol
:I;-*-:
- RN

P Lt

You get everything you see here with the Spec Series V,
including seven adapter plates for mounting just about
every red dot on the market.

and has been a huge hit for them. It has been offered 1n
380 ACP, 9mm, .40 S&W, .45 ACP, and now 10mm, 1n
everything from sub-compact pistols to full-size models. In
9mm, standard capacity in the full-size pistol is 17.

After a decade or so, S&W introduced the second-
generation M&P, the M&P M2.0. These pistols featured
a reduced beavertail, improved grip texturing and slide
serrations, a longer steel chassis inside the frame, and
improved trigger pull.

Polymer 1s light, inexpensive to manufacture, resistant
to chemicals and immune to rust. And yet...metal-framed
pistols seem to be making at least a small comeback. There
1s renewed 1nterest in the Beretta 92. Browning Hi-Pow-
er clones are all the rage, as are CZ 75s. Not quite four
years ago SIG introduced an aluminum-framed version of
their P320. And just over two years ago, Smith & Wesson

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The fifth in S&W’s Spec Series, the Vis
the first with a steel frame. It’s made
in S&W’s new Maryville, TN facility.

The Spec Series V has a
dark gray slide and frame
with blue PVD accents and S&W’s

Performance Center upgrades.

You’ll get some
very stylish ser-
rations with the
V, as well as slide
cutouts on the
sides and top.

The aluminum compensator is made by Strike Industries,
and user-removable. The barrel is fluted, and threaded,

but not ported.

debuted metal-framed models of their M&P, first alumi-
num...and now steel. Metal frames are stiffer and slightly
change the recoil impulse, and also add some weight.

I will say that the aluminum frame doesn’t add as much
welght over polymer as you might think, just one-plus
ounces depending on the size of the gun, but steel adds that
much or more again, and then once you add the mag well
and the compensator and the loaded extended magazine
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V FOR VICTORY

The tall suppressor-height sights have
tritium inserts around which you’ll see
white rings. If you are running an optic
the three white dots might be a

The steel slide cover plate sports the
Spec Series logo, stars and stripes on a
shield. You’ll see something similar on

the side of the barrel’s chamber. bit distracting.

and, perhaps, an optic, this is a big, heavy pistol. Far too
big and heavy for carry, but for competition, or home
defense, or just having fun and showing off at the range
(and the blue does really stand out), it works. Overall, it

1s 8.75-inches long, 5.8-inches tall, 1.7-inches wide (at the
mag well) and weighs 41.9 ounces with an empty maga-
zine 1n place. This 1s far from light, but if you look at the
weights of some Government-model 1911s with frame rails,
they’re roughly equivalent. FYI: the barrel, slide, and frame
are all machined from stainless steel before being given

The blue PVD coating has various hues,
adding depth, and the interior of the
magazine well is a nice golden color.
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The steel frame sports some digital-ish
texturing/design between the replace-
able backstrap, and the polymer front
strap insert, both of which are
aggressively textured.

If you don’t like
the mag well it
comes off, and a
separate take-
down/backstrap
retention tool

is provided.

their coatings, so this pistol 1s about as
corrosion-resistant as pistols get.

The barrel 1s 4.875-inches long,
threaded 1/2x28, and spiral fluted. It
also sports a blue PVD coating, as does the mag well, the
slide plate cover, the slide stop, takedown lever, and magazine
release. Mounted on the barrel, from the factory, 1s a sizable
aluminum compensator made by Strike Industries with a
single port at the top. S&W provides instructions on how to
remove the comp from the barrel if you so desire, and the
tools to do it, and supplies a thread protector. There 1s more
of a gap between the comp and slide than I find aesthetical-
ly pleasing, but then again, some people may hate the blue
accents—I really like them. There’s no accounting for taste.

There are decorative cuts 1n the sides and top of the slide
to show off the blue fluted barrel, but the barrel 1tself 1s
not ported. The slide has very aggressive texturing forward
and rear, and 1n fact at the rear of the slide the sides are
cut in deeply and there 1s a wide lip at the back. S&W
equips their easy-to-rack EZ .380 models with the same

Lebat 1@%%

I-I i

) =

Tarr had an opportunity
to mount the new Banish

9K suppressor on the Spec V
while at Gunsite recently. The
can doesn’t have a booster but is
supposed to be so light it doesn’t
need it, however recoil on the gun was so
light Tarr experienced some cycling issues.



ledge at the back of the slide to make it easier to grab/cycle,
and 1t’s a neat feature on this slide you might miss unless
youre running your fingers along it.

There are no markings at all on the right side of the slide.
On the left, you’ll see the M&P logo, the S&W Performance
Center logo, and the markings indicating this pistol was
made in S&W’s new Maryville, Tennessee, headquarters
facility. I've been given a tour of S&W'’s original historic
facility in Massachusetts, and enjoyed the experience, but
it always bothered me that under onerous unconstitutional
state laws, the employees weren’t allowed to own half of the
guns they were making. They don’t have that problem 1n
Tennessee. Bad laws have driven a lot of firearms manufac-
turers out of hostile northeastern states. And citizens.

The sights on this model are tall “suppressor-height” night
sights made by TruGlo, tritium inserts which glow green
inside white circles for the traditional 3-dot sight picture.
Forward of the rear sight is the steel slide cover plate
engraved with S&W’s Spec Series logo, which sports a design
similar to what it etched into the side of the barrel’s chamber.

This pistol offers S&W’s Competition Optic Ready
Equipment (C.O.R.E.) feature which give you the option
of mounting a mini-red dot to the rear of the slide. As it
comes from the factory there 1s a steel plate on the shde
covering the mounting area. S&W provides seven different
adapter plates which allow you to mount any optic you
desire atop the slide, as they accommodate pretty much
every footprint on the market—Trijicon RMR/SRO,
Docter/VortexVenom/Burris FastFire, C-More STS, etc.

The magazine release 1s reversible, and the slide stop
1s bilateral. This slide stop 1s wider than on the standard
M&P, although you might not notice unless you compared
the two pistols side by side. As for lefties attempting to
release the slide using the right-side lever, you're going to
be disappointed. The leverage needed 1s so great you’'ll
need two thumbs to drop the slide even on a loaded mag
using the right-side lever...which is maybe why S&W calls
1t an ambi slide stop, not an ambi slide release.

With the standard M&P, the curved trigger itself 1s the
pivoting safety lever, hinged in the middle. The metal-framed
M&Ps sport flat-faced triggers with safety levers in the
middle. The trigger bow itself 1s nearly straight, with a gently
rounded face, and on this model 1s aluminum. The safety
lever 1s wider than you see with a lot of striker-fired guns,
and 1t helps give the trigger a flat feel. Behind the trigger on
the frame 1s a polymer overtravel stop. This trigger breaks at
a ninety-degree angle which, combined with the flat, straight
profile, helps to keep the muzzle from wiggling as much
during the trigger break. Trigger weight on my sample was at
4.75 pounds, a little lighter and crisper than a standard M&P.

The three 23-round magazines are steel with full-length
bodies, with oversize sleeve-like base pads to prevent
over 1nsertion. The magazine well i1s easily removable if
you so desire, you just have to remove the takedown tool
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Tarr first went hands-on this gun while filming at Gunsite in
Arizona. Whether equipped with a comp or a suppressor it
was a lot of fun to shoot.
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You can see how much the slide stop protrudes, further
than with a standard M&P. This angle also provides a great
view of all the cuts that have been done to the slide, giving
it serious chartacter.

In addition to the fabulous blue highlights with the Spec V
you get a semi-straight Performance Center trigger with a
lighter, crisper break. Note the overtravel stop on the frame.

Above the backstrap you’ll see a polymer insert in the frame
to go easier on your hand under recoil. Note the Spec
Series logo etched on the side of the barrel too.
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or forgiving as the polymer frame of the original M&P, so
they added this polymer insert. It looks good, and I don’t
notice 1t’s there while shooting, which 1s what you want.

The metal-framed guns also have a polymer 1nsert at the
front of the frame. It has the same aggressive texturing as the
backstrap but 1s not meant to be user-removable. You'll also
spot some minimal digital texturing on the frame in-between
the backstrap and the front-strap msert. I don’t know that
you’ll ever feel 1t while shooting, but: 1. Texturing on the
frame 1s always better than smooth metal if you’re actually
going to, you know, shoot the gun, and 2. It looks cool.

As I said, the Spec Series guns have always been sold as
packages. In addition to the three magazines and the four
backstraps, you get a knife. It’s an assisted flipper with a
spring-loaded modified reverse tanto blade and a liner lock,
with aggressively textured G10 grips. The pocket clip 1s

positioned for tip-down carry. If you know anything about
With traditional disassembly you won’t be able to get knives you know the S&W knives have always looked cool

the barrel out of the slide. You’ll have to remove the : 5 3 g
comp from the barrel for that, but that won’t be but have been entry-level on quality and below Civivis-brand

necessary for regular cleaning. knives in fit and finish, but as an added extra when buying
a gun, 1t’s nice. The gray challenge coin has a picture of the
gun on one side and the Spec Series logo on the other.

inside the backstrap of the gun and the mag well slides The Pelican-type case in which everything comes 1s very
off forward, and then you can swap out the backstrap if nice. Hard plastic with two latches and a pressure purge
you so desire. The pistol ships from the factory with the valve. There are metal-reinforced holes on either side for
medium backstrap installed. If you run the gun without padlocks—and a quick public service announcement about
the magazine well, you'll need to use the included alternate  the TSA and flying with guns. Within the last few years,
takedown tool to keep your backstrap in place. they’'ve unilaterally decided that however many spots your
First-generation M&Ps came with three backstraps, gun case has for padlocks, it needs to be equipped with that
small, medium, and light. M2.0 M&Ps added one more many padlocks. And I don’t recommend using TSA-approved
size, the medium-large, which added some material under locks, as that means they can open your locks/case when
the web of the hand but had the same size palm swell as you're not there, and you’ll never know. If I wanted strang-
the medium. With the metal-framed M&Ps you get the ers to be able to open my gun case when I wasn’t there, I
same four polymer backstraps, but a glance at the frame wouldn’t put locks on i1t, and I don’t trust the average TSA
might make you a bit confused. At the top rear of the agent to get my order right at Starbucks. Anyway....
frame there 1s a polymer 1nsert. This 1s not part of the Inside the case there are two layers of foam with cutouts
backstrap and stays in place when swapping out back- for the various items. On the top level 1s the pistol, the knife,
straps. It presses against the web of your hand, and I'm and the challenge coin. On the lower level is everything else.
guessing that volunteers during the design and testing pro- The first opportunity I had to shoot this model 1t wasn’t
cess complained the metal frame wasn’t as soft or warm actually the sample sent to me for testing. I was at the

< L SMITH & WESSON’S SPEC SERIES V M&P PISTOL
A _ | |
woign: | Veoety | g5 | gp | Aceurcy ()
(gr.)

SIG Elite FMJ 113 il 165 40 ol 2.801 3.6
Hornady Critical Defense il 1,139 29 18 57725
Black Hills JHP+P 124 1,169 30 il 22129
Winchester JHP = 963 34 20 2.0 3.1
Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sand-

.‘:.35"-;?1::T:u?;oll:llz,ka:l::t:?;?:é:,::i:Il;is bag rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12

H-ornady Critical Defense 115-grain FTX. feetfr(:)mtl’mnuzzle.—
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legendary Gunsite in Arizona, filming for Guns & Ammo TV.
Doing full mag dumps for the high-speed (1.e. slow motion)
cameras so they could catch brass in the air was fun, and
really showed off how little recoil there was with this pistol.

Then, we removed the compensator and threaded on the
new Banish 9K suppressor from Silencer Central. This 1s
a fascinating little 9mm suppressor—4.1 inches long, and
just 2.7 ounces as 1t’s 3D-printed from titanium. It directly
threads onto 1/2x28 barrels and 1s so light 1t doesn’t feel
real. It 1s so narrow that the suppressor-height sights on the
M&P are unnecessary, but as small and light as 1t 1s, 1t has
eight baffles. It 1s so light that it 1s advertised as not needing
a booster/Nielsen device. Let me explain. With semi-auto
pistols, under recoil, the barrel moves backward as well. Not
a lot, but 1t does move. If you add a bunch of weight to that
barrel (suppressor) it stops 1t from moving and chokes the
gun. A piston/Nielsen device adds a spring and allows the
barrel to move backward, briefly independent of the weight
of the suppressor. I found, surprisingly, that the weight of the
9K was enough to prevent the Spec V from cycling properly
no matter what ammo we used, and I think 1t’s because that
gun has so little recoil to begin with that adding just that
little amount of weight was enough to induce a malfunction.

I had fun punching paper at Gunsite, seeing just how
fast I could run the gun with the comp—the answer was
(unsurprisingly) pretty darn fast, as there was very little
muzzle rise. Of all the tweaks that have been done to the
M&P since the first-generation guns, none of them have
been to improve rehiability, as Smith & Wesson seems
to have nailed that out of the gate. Even with the comp
mounted on the barrel, the gun ate everything I fed it,
from subs to supersonics. The magazine well has a big
mouth, and 1f you're one of those people who “looks™
your reload into your gun, you'll appreciate the fact that
the inside of the magazine well has a nice golden hue.

Back at home, I took out my sample and did the requisite
accuracy testing, which 1sn’t nearly as fun as shooting fast,
but 1t’s a lot better than washing dishes in a seafood restau-
rant for $3.35/hr., which was my first job, so I should keep
my whiny spoiled mouth shut. The Spec V wasn’t really
any more mechanically accurate than the other M&Ps I've
tested over the years, but between the improved trigger and
the reduced recoil due to the weight/compensator you should
be able to shoot 1t faster and more accurately—mechanical
accuracy (what the gun can do locked 1n a vise), and what
I’ll call practical accuracy (how well you can shoot 1t) are
not the same thing. It was great fun hammering down steel
basically as fast as I could pull the trigger.

If you've got an open-mouth holster built for a full-size
M&P with tall sights, 1t will work with the Spec V, but a lot
of those are meant for carry, and this i1sn’t a carry gun. If
you re the kind of person who wants to run 1t in competition,
you’ll be going to one of the dedicated competition holster
makers for something specifically made for this model.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

As I've written, this pistol 1s fun to shoot and has an
interesting collection of features that make 1t suitable for
competition or for home defense, if you want a handgun
for that role. At the front of the frame, you’'ll see a three-
slot MIL STD M 1913 “picatinny” rail, and that 1s perfect
for mounting a flashlight if you wanted to use the Spec V
as a staged home defense weapon. With a flashlight, the
night sights, and a 23-round magazine, whether or not you
mounted a red dot atop the slide, the Spec V would serve
you well.

The Spec V 1s the most expensive of the Spec series, but
it’s also the biggest and provides the most accessories, so
youre getting what you paid for. 1

Tarr thinks with a white light like this Surefire X300 Turbo
the 23+1 Spec Series V would also serve well as a home-
defense handgun.

SMITH & WESSON SPEC SERIES V M&P PISTOL

Type: Striker-fired semi-auto
Caliber: 9mm Luger
Capacity: 23+1

Barrel Length:

4.8/75 In. (not including compensator)

Overall Length:

LD, I,

Height: 5.8 in.
Width: 1.7 in.
Weight: 41.9 oz. (with empty magazine)
Slide Material: Stainless steel with dark gray Armornite

Frame Material:

Stainless steel with dark gray Armornite

Safeties: Sear block drop safety, trigger safety lever
Sights: 3-dot tritium night sights C.O.R.E. optics ready
Trigger: 4./5 Ibs. (as tested)

Accessories:

Three 23-round magazines, 4 backstraps,
optics plates, folding knife, challenge coin,
thread protector, lockable case

MSRP:

$1,699

Contact:

smith-Wesson.com, (800) 331-0852
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THE PREGURSOR
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SOUTH AFRIGA’S NEOSTEAD TWIN-TUBE SHOTGUN

Before the UTAS UTS-15, Before the Kel-Tec KSG, and

Before the Smith & Wesson M&P-12, There Was the Neostead.
Developed and Manufactured in South Africa, This Twin-Tule
Pump-Action Shotgun Was Way Ahead of Its time!

By Pierangelo Tendas Photos by Roberto Allara (unless otherwise noted)

Smith & Wesson M&P-12, and the massive Standard
Manufacturing DP-12, or Turkish creations such as
he UTAS UTS-15 and the Hunt Group MH-12, are all
he rage today. That’s undeniable. Just as undeniable are
heir common roots in the abortive NS-2000 “Neostead”
hotgun from South Africa.
1980s and 1990s South Africa, at the pinnacle of their
fight with an internal insurgency and under UN arms em-
bargo, was the focal point for a vibrant season of firearms
development meant to make the country as self-sufficient
as possible. Security forces needed firearms to quell civil
disturbances and armed movements tied with the insur-
gency, and the civilian population, particularly the white
civilian population, needed guns to protect themselves and
their properties from guerrilla attacks.
In 1990, a trio of local designers, engineer Tony Neophy-
tou, CAD engineer Willie Pelser, and designer and producer

Twin-tube shotguns such as the Kel-Tec KSG, the

The futuristic look and appeal of the Neostead would make
it the unofficial star of many movies, TV series, videogames,
and animated shows in the years following its launch; Heyns
Stead and Tony Neophytou, the designers of the Neostead
shotgun, could of course not have foreseen that.

Heyns Stead, started to work on a radically new pump-action
shotgun design, which would have to offer maneuverability
in confined space, high capacity, and ammunition flexibility
for all civilian defense and military or law enforcement needs.

TEPTTTrrrrrrrrrreee

The cover of the original flyer for the Neostead shotgun
back from when it was still a pre-production prototype: the
Neostead Corporation of Tony Neophytou and Heyns Stead
would try and find interested buyers in the United States
and Europe for more than a decade, before settling with
Truvelo Armoury of South Africa.
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The left side of the Neostead shotgun; despite the short
overall length, it sports a 22.5-inch barrel, which provides a
good level of accuracy at longer range.

The process they started would drag itself on for over a
decade, and its results would be underwhelming when 1t came
to market success but would definitely leave a mark in the
global comings and goings of the firearm industry.

A Long Struggle

Starting from a wooden mock-up presented by Tony
Neophytou to Heyns Stead in March 1990, the newly
formed “Neostead Corporation” began the construction of

five prototypes from July 1990 to July 1994. From the bulky,
futuristic Neostead 2000 (or NS 2000 for short, from the

names of Neophytou and Stead) to the XDM, EDM, ADM
and ODM, the design conceptualized and solidified the two
main features that would become the staple of the design: a
set of twin top-mounted, flip-up opening magazine tubes;
and a forward-moving barrel, which implied a bottom ejec-
tion pattern, making the gun fully ambidextrous, and a re-
verse pump-action operation for chambering a fresh round,
more akin to the opening of an M-203 or other under barrel
grenade launchers than to a classic pump-action shotgun.
To be fair, neither of the two technical solutions were
unique or completely new in concept, but they were
indeed very rare and most unusual. Before the Neostead
shotgun would come to market in 1ts final form, another
shotgun based on a reverse pump-action system would
be launched, this being the RMb-93 manufactured by the

rear sight.
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<4 The raised carrying
handle of the Neo-
stead shotgun hosts
the fixed front sight;
a somewhat crude
metal blade and the
adjustable ghost ring

» Sling loops were
installed on both
sides of the stock;
the prominent metal
blade located in front
of the receiver, at
the magazine pivot,
is actually an ambi-
dextrous front sling
attachment point.

The Neostead shotgun, seen from the right side: standing at
approximately 27 inches of overall length, it was indeed a
very compact firearm.

KBP Instrument Design Bureau of Tula (Russia), once
again met by a less than stellar market reception.

Between 1993 and 19935, the ADM and ODM prototypes
of the Neostead were demonstrated in the US at the ADPA
Small Arms Convention, at the Trexpo East Show, and of
course at SHOT Show, not mentioning separate demon-
strations to members of the US Marine Corps and of the
FBI Hostage Rescue Team 1 August 1994, Nevertheless, in
19935, the partnership with Tony Neophytou came to an end
leaving Heyns Stead and Willie Pelser alone in their effort to
finalize the design and bring i1t to production. Between De-
cember 1993 and late 1998, Heyns Stead and the Neostead
Corporation were approached by, or otherwise entered
talks with, companies such as Beretta, Colt, CZ Strakonice
(now known as Luvo Prague), Ithaca Gun Company, Ramo
Defense Systems, Sigarms, and Smith & Wesson.

As all attempts to license the Neostead design for man-
ufacture i the US or in Europe fell through, Willie Pelser
supervised the work of third-party suppliers to manufacture
the parts necessary to the Neostead Corporation to assem-
ble twenty PPM (Pre-Production Manufacturing) samples;
essentially identical to what would be the final production
model, all twenty PPM samples would be completed between
March and June of the year 2000 and publicly demon-
strated in South Africa in the same month. Following said
demonstration, Heyns Stead finally reached an agreement




FIREARMSNEWS.COM

A close-up of the buttplate. The straight-line stock of the
Neostead was manufactured out of injection-molded
polymer and constituted a separate sub-assembly.

with Joe Gebert—founder and, back in the day, CEO of
Truvelo Manufacturers (Pty.) Ltd. of Midrand, Gauteng,
known commercially as Truvelo Armoury—to manufac-
ture and distribute what was ultimately dubbed simply the
Neostead Shotgun. Around this time, the Jane'’s Defense
Infantry Weapons Associate Editor, Charles “Charlie” Q.
Cutshaw, contacted his friend and current Firearms News
Editor-in-Chief, Vincent DeNiro, regarding the Neostead
shotgun. Cutshaw was a friend of the Neostead owners and
DeNiro was the president of CTS, Inc. at the time, a large
Title IT importer and well-known NFA manufacturer and
distributor. DeNiro spoke to the owner of Neostead and was
interested in a manufacturing partnership for the USA, but
he said that the ownership of CTS decided to pass since the
company was very busy with defense projects with Singapore
Technologies at the time.

Most Unusual

According to Heyns, Stead’s own write-up about the
Neostead shotgun published in 2017 in the book “Firearms
developed and manufactured in Southern Africa—1949-2000,”

The manual safety of the Neostead
shotgun is located within the trigger
guard; the Neostead also offers several
automatic safety features against
slam-fire, out-of-battery ignition, and
accidental discharges.

Opening the latch located right behind
the charging handle will pivot the dual
magazine tube assembly open, under
the energy of a flat spring.

An external
selector allows
the shooter to
decide whether
he/she wants the
Neostead to feed
from just one of
the two tubes or
from both, alter-
nating between
the left and the
right until both
are depleted.

edited by Chas Lotter for the Pretoria Arms and Ammu-
nition Association, the Neostead shotgun is “constructed
using glass-filled polymer injection moldings, machined
components, machined metal castings and pressed metal
components.” Most of that technology was already available
to Truvelo Armoury, although some parts had to be out-
sourced; this may be the reason why, according to the same
publication, the Neostead was manufactured 1n limited runs
of one hundred samples at the time, equivalent to each lot of
barrels, breechblocks, and receivers, while lots of small parts
amounted to 1,000 pieces each.

The bull-pup, boltless design of the Neostead made it in-
deed the all-rounder Neophytou and Stead had in mind when
they designed 1t: from urban operations to room sweeping

The reverse pump-action was the signature feature of the
Neostead shotgun.

The action of the Neostead was notoriously particularly stiff
to operate.
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A pump lock latch had to be depressed to
allow the pump to slide to chamber the
first shot; for the following shots, recoil
energy would unlock it automatically.

A takedown pin located in the grip
allows the polymer stock assembly
to be removed; that’s basically all
it takes to strip the Neostead for
maintenance and cleaning.

and from crowd control to intense firefights in the jungle, the

22 .5-1nch fully-ambidextrous configuration, downwards ejec-

tion through a slot located behind the grip and underneath
the stock assembly, and double six-shells magazine tube
with manual selection capability would get all bases covered.
“Wait, did you say boltless?” Yes, let me explain.

Normally, in a pump-action shotgun, when you operate
the handguard, you send the breech bolt back and forth;
this also extracts the spent case from the chamber and
ejects 1t (1f there 1s one) and leaves room for the elevator
to bring a round up to be chambered once the breech bolt
goes forward. That’s not what happens in the Neostead.

In the Neostead, when you push the handguard forward,
you're basically moving the entire barrel assembly forward
with it. So, pushing the handguard forward moves the barrel
away from the breech, allowing a shell to be chambered and

The Neostead shotgun ejects from the bottom, empty shells
falling down through a slot in the stock; this, and the loca-
tion of all other controls, make the Neostead an inherently
ambidextrous design.
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the empty case (if there 1s one in the chamber) to be dropped
out. A bushing on the front of the receiver, and two machined
lugs at the rear end of the barrel, guide its travel when the
shotgun 1s chambered. The barrel reciprocates inside the
receiver tube while the breechblock 1s fixed 1n place to the
rear of the receiver and doesn’t move: the cartridge 1s brought
back to it. When the trigger 1s pulled, it actuates a pressed
metal sear link to release the sear, causing the shotgun to fire.

So, while the Neostead does have a breechblock, it lacks
the sliding bolt assembly typical of standard pump-action
shotguns—a technical solution called a “boltless design”
by the engineers. Such action 1s reportedly very stiff and
requires a high amount of force for cycling; the Neostead
isn’'t a “ladies’ gun” by all means.

At the front end of the handguard, just behind the hand
stop, 1s a pump lock lever that must be pushed in to unlock

When the pump handle of the Neostead is pushed forward,
the dispensing unit releases a single cartridge, which in
turn activates a tripper on the feed unit to release the actu-
ating arm; this component, in turn, pushes down a paddie
that feeds the cartridge to the sliding gate. Once the pump
handle is pulled rearwards, the barrel slides over the car-
tridge, chambering it against the breechblock.
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The dual magazine tube system was at the time a patented
Neostead feature and was something that the successors
of the design quickly changed into a fixed set of twin tubes,
located either above or under the barrel. While a top break
set of magazines may be more convenient to reload, fixed
tubes allow the use of a standard pump action mechanism;
plus, any additional moving part is an additional component
susceptible to breakages...

the action and chamber the first round; 1t will automati-
cally self-engage again once the action 1s closed, to prevent
accidental opening. The pump lock release 1s recoil-operat-
ed, meaning that recoil energy will unlock i1t automatically
after a round 1s fired.

The twin tube assembly, located over the barrel, 1s un-
locked by a flat lever located just behind the carry handle;
when such latch 1s pushed forward, the twin tube assembly
flips up under the pressure of a leaf spring. At the end of the
magazine dispensing unit (the “mouth” of the twin tubes) is
a lever-controlled gate that needs to be pushed aside before
each tube 1s loaded independently, and then brought back

U.S. Patent Nar. 29, 1094 Sheet 1 of 8 5.367,810 U.S. Patent Nov. 29, 1994 Sheet 2 of § 5,367,810
<4 A drawing
from the original sy
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» A patent draw-
ing demonstrating
how the magazine

assembly pivots
open for loading;
USPTO lists the
patent as having
been reassigned
from Heyns Stead
to UTAS of Turkey
in February 2010,
and now being
permanently
expired.
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to central position before the twin tube assembly 1s closed.
After which, 1t can be pushed to any position: if the lever 1s
kept to the center, the Neostead will feed alternatively from
both magazines until both are depleted; if set to the left or
the right, the shotgun will feed solely from the selected tube.
This feature prevents double feeding and allows the Neo-
stead to be loaded with different types of ammunition—eg.
less-than-lethal in one tube, lethal in the other—for addi-
tional operational flexibility. This feature 1s now familiar to
many shooters, who have grown to question 1ts real utility
in the face of possible confusion in the heat of the moment,
but back 1n the early 2000s it was absolutely novel.

The carry handle integrates an adjustable ghost ring rear
and fixed leaf front sight. The Truvelo Neostead shotgun
comes with a manual safety located within the trigger
guard; a trigger and pump lock, a trigger disconnector
operated by the pump handle and a firing pin retractor
to prevent slamfire act as additional safety measures. The
Neostead also features an anti-rotation hammer design
and a sear link block to prevent out-of-battery discharges
or accidental discharges in case the gun 1s dropped.

Not Meant To Be?

The inherently ambidextrous design, bottom ejection and
straight-line stock would have normally made the Neostead
a no-brainer for anybody looking for a high capacity, tactical
combat or defensive shotgun. It was short (27 inches-long
overall), lightweight (just 8.6 pounds when empty), and each
tube held up to six 12-gauge, three-inch shotshells. A short
Picatinny rail interface could even be attached on top of the
recerver to 1nstall accessories such as tactical gun lights.
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THE PRECURSOR: SOUTH AFRICA'S NEOSTEAD TWIN-TUBE SHOTGUN

U.S. Patent

Naov, 20, 1994

Sheet 4 of B 3,367,810

Unfortunately, the unusual design and the stiff reverse
pump-action operation turned out to be deal breakers for
many potential military and law enforcement customers;
and the tightening of gun laws in the Republic of South
Africa after the end of the long insurgency phase greatly
reduced potential local sales. What was left to the Neostead
were exports; the biggest single buyer was a distributor in
Italy, which imported a grand total of fifty-two samples. The
pictures illustrating this article were taken in Italy and date
back to 2003, when that lot was imported and before the
shotguns were sold, at a retail price which then amounted to
€1,560.00 — just over US$1,500 adjusted for inflation.

The fifty-two Neostead shotguns today survive in private
collections 1n Italy, as well as in the stocks of movie armor-
ers 1in the country. While the vast majority of movie gun
buffs regard the British sci-fi horror blockbuster Dooms-
day to have been the first to feature the Neostead, back in

George Kellgren’s Kel-Tec KSG, albeit somehow controversial among shooters and
gun enthusiasts, was originally meant to improve on the Neostead design, and is
now the best known and most popular among the many shotguns that owe their exis-
tence to the brainchild of Tony Neophytou. (Photo by Kel-Tec CNC Industries, Inc.)
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The patent draw-
ing demonstrating
how a spent case
is extracted and
ejected...

.and a fresh one
chambered.

L1.S. Patent 5,367,810

Sheet 5 af B

Naoy, 20, 1004

FIG 7

2008, 1n reality the honor goes to the (somewhat lackluster)
Italian movie Milano-Palermo, il ritorno, directed 1in 2007
by exploitation meister Claudio Fragasso, featured the
Neostead mn the hands of a Mafia hitman during a fierce
firefight scene at the Montecatini thermal hot springs.

Other “significant” buyers included Angola (50 samples)
and Germany (21 samples), while ten samples were export-
ed to Japan, of all places, and smaller numbers to other
countries in Europe and the Middle East.

Five Neostead shotguns were shipped to the United
States, where they were tested in February 2002 and passed
the US DOD MIL-STD-810F environmental tests; all
samples were subsequently seized for forfeiture by the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(BATFE) which ruled the Neostead to be a “destructive
device” as per the provisions of the 1934 NFA and 1968
GCA. It also violated the 1989 imported assault weapons
ban ordered by President George
H.W. Bush, as well as the domestic as-
sault weapons ban of 1994 within the
infamous Brady Bill (expired in 2004).
As a result of the potentially most
lucrative market being shut down,
and local and international sales
failing to take over, Heyns Stead and
Truvelo sadly had to take the decision
to shut down the manufacturing lines.
The Neostead shotgun went out of
production in December 2010 with
the relevant patents expiring around
the same time.

T



Not the End

As we previ-
ously mentioned,
the Neostead design left a deep mark
in the way pump-action shotguns are
conceilved, and manufactured, in the
modern world; particularly those aimed
towards the military, law enforcement,
and otherwise “tactical” markets.

In 2011, a little less than one year
after the Neostead was pulled from
production at Truvelo Armoury and
1ts patents expired, Kel-Tec intro-
duced the KSG pump-action bull-pup
shotgun, featuring George Kellgren’s take on the selectable
twin-tube system, this time located underneath the barrel
and actuated by a standard, not reversed, pump action.

Declaredly, the KSG had been developed with the goal to
“improve” over the Neostead design. Truth be told, in the
1970s, George Kellgren had worked on several prototype
pistols, sub-machine guns, and assault rifles at the NIDR,
the National Institute of Defense Research of the Council
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) of the Repub-
lic of South Africa; and later, while owning and operating
Grendel, Inc. in Florida, he had toyed with the 1dea of a
bull-pup pump-action .410-gauge shotgun in the form of
the GSG-41, which never materialized despite being sched-
uled for a tentative market release of Summer 1993.

The author was unable to find any conclusive evidence
as of whether or not George Kellgren had had the chance
to interact with Tony Neophytou and become aware of his
twin magazine tube concept. What 1s known, as admitted
by Heyns Stead himself in the book Firearms Developed
and Manufactured in Southern Africa—I949-2000, 1s that 1n
February 2009, before the exclusive patents expired, Truvelo
Armoury licensed the twin tube design to UTAS Defense of
Antalya, Turkey, which would have 1t slightly tinkered with
by American engineer Ted Hatfield resulting in the launch
of what 1s currently known as the UTS-135 shotgun.

[t 1s interesting to note that, in 2006, Ted Hatfield
himself had been contracted Smith & Wesson to develop
what was to be the “ultimate police shotgun™ and report-
edly, his concept was very similar to the Neostead and to
what we know today as its developments. Smith & Wesson
had interacted twice with Heyns Stead twice about the
Neostead. In 1995, Stead tried unsuccessfully to interest
Smith & Wesson in purchasing a license to manufacture
the shotgun in the United States; then again in 2002, Smith
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The UTAS company of Turkey was
actually licensed by Heyns Stead to
use the dual-magazine system before
the original patent expired; the sys-
tem was tweaked with by American
designer Ted Hatfield, leading to the
creation of the UTS-15, launched in
2012. (Photo by UTA$ Savunma Sanayi
ve Ticaret, A.S$,)

The M&P-12 is manufactured by Smith & Wesson — a company that was interest-
ed in the production or distribution of the Neostead twice, in 1995 and in 2002,
and that employed Ted Hatfield in 2006 to designh what should have been the
“ultimate” police shotgun. (Photo by Collectors Firearms)

& Wesson attempted to have 1t manufactured in South
Africa under the Smith & Wesson brand for international
exports. This failed because the Neostead Corporation and
Truvelo didn’t have the necessary manufacturing capabili-
ties to produce the Neostead shotgun to the scale Smith &
Wesson requested. In 2021, Smith & Wesson entered the
fray with their own take on the design: the M&P-12.

A star by i1ts own merit, despite being gone for good for
over a decade now, the Neostead 1s by no means dead: its
drawbacks fixed, the brainchild of Tony Neophytou lives
on, and despite what some think of it, it’s destined to stay
with us for a long time. EJ

This article is dedicated to the memory of Roberto Allara. Roberto was an
influential gun writer in Italy ever since the 1980s and was a great support
in the first years of my career as a gun writer over 20 years ago. He is also
the one who did the photography for this article. — Pierangelo Tendas

TRUVELO ARMOURY NEOSTEAD SHOTGUN

Type: Pump-action shotgun
Caliber: 12-gauge
Capacity: 12 rounds in twin magazine tubes
Barrel: 22.5in.
Overall Length: 27 in.

Weight: 8.6 Ibs.

Finish: Matte black
Grips: \Vertical, integral to the injection molded

stock assembly
Sights: Fixed front, adjustable Ghost Ring rear
Barrel Length: 6.14 in.
Trigger: Approx. 5 lbs.
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THE REMINGTON...
Remington’s First Bolt-Action
Rifle Was a Design That
Ran Out of Time!

History The Fair must have been a truly magical event with the
New Jersey inventor John W. Keene began developing many pavilions covering more than 938,008 square feet
his bolt-action repeating rifle in 1870 acquiring numerous over 21.4 acres. Thirty-seven countries displayed their
patents by the dawn of the 1876 Centennial Exhibition. The nation’s wealth, resources and manufacturing prowess and
Keene was a sturdy, well balanced, smooth, reliable, and was visited by nine to ten million people before closing on
accurate rifle capable of handling most military cartridges November 10, 1876. Considering the 1870 census showed
then in use. Worldwide, few countries fielded repeaters, but just a little more than 38,500,000 people living in the United
most were awakening to the need. States, the number of attendees 1s impressive.
The International Exhibition of Arts, Manufactures, and Displays included cutting edge small arms. Benjamin B.
Products of the Soil and Mine, generally referred to today Hotchkiss displayed a turn-bolt repeating rifle capable of
as the 1876 Centennial Exhibition, opened May 10, 1876 handling the current centerfire military cartridges and the
at Fairmount Park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. rights to make 1t were corralled by Winchester. Civil War
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A A cattleman or a trader plying the U.S.-Mexican
border would be well served by the big-bore
nine-shot Remington Keene in .43 Spanish.

The sturdy 1875 Remington revolver would be

a good choice for a sidearm.

photographer, turned arms designer, Andrew Bur-
gess displayed his new magazine firearms just a few
booths away from Eli Whitney. The Whitney-
Burgess Model 1878 became the first lever action
repeater capable of handling our .45-70-405 Gov't.

John W. Keene didn’t display at the Fair, but
I suspect he may have walked his patent draw-
ings or even a model of his new bolt-action rifle
around. Even with continuing worldwide success
of the Rolling Block single-shot rifle, Reming-
ton was “keenly” aware they lacked a repeater,
and rival Winchester had not only corralled the
Hotchkiss but was showcasing their new big-
bore Model 1876 Centennial lever-action rifle
in the new, powerful, bottleneck .45-75-350 that
offered ballistics similar to the other military
cartridges then in use worldwide.

Attendees from the U.S. Army quickly realized
how obsolete our Trapdoor rifle had become 1n
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The 1876 Centennial Exhibition opened May 10, 1876, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania with the many pavilions covering more than 938,008
square feet over 21.4 acres. Thirty-seven countries participated and
the event was visited by some nine to ten million people before closing
on November 10. (Picture courtesy the Library of Congress)

John W. Keene’s bolt-action was capable of handling the day’s powerful
military cartridges such as the .45-70 and .43 Spanish. Along the
Mexican border, arms in .43 Spanish were popular since the
cartridge was available on both sides.

Smooth and fast in operation, the Keene was designed from the get go
with military contracts in mind, since so many countries fielded their
Rolling Block. Note the military style rear sight and magazine cutoff
just behind the receiver ring.

JUNE 2025 | FIREARMS NEWS 87



THE REMINGTON KEENE

the face of all these new, faster-loading
single shot and repeating rifles. An
Ordnance Board was convened to
explore modernization of the U.S.
infantry rifle beginning in April 1878. Remington completed
a prototype of the Keene, and on July 9, 1878, and John
W. Keene personally presented the new .45-70 rifle to the
board on behalf of E. Remington & Sons. Twenty-seven
other magazine arms were submitted by 19 manufacturers.
The Report to Congress thoroughly tested all the entries.
Some of the Keene’s deficiencies were fixed on the spot by
Keene, but others required work at the factory. When the
dust settled, the Keene lost to the five-shot Hotchkiss, but
the 9-shot Keene performed well enough that the United
States Interior Department purchased some 600 in .45-70

<4 The U.S. Army convened an Ordnance Board in April 1878
to review 27 new repeating rifles from 19 makers to replace
the obsolete Springfield Trapdoor. In this very rare report, the
Winchester Hotchkiss won and was recommended for fur-
ther development, while the Remington Keene showed well
enough that 600 would be purchased for the Indian Police.

» This Keene passed
cursory inspection upon
purchase, but the first shot
fired showed the chamber
badly eroded along with first
four inches of an otherwise
pristine barrel that a full res-
toration was the only answer.
In for a penny, in for a pound!

The “hammer” (cocking lever) drops to half cock and locks
the bolt closed. Lowering the lever to rest or fully cocking it
releases to bolt to be cycled.
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to arm the U.S. Indian Police along with a quantity of
Remington’s 1875 revolvers in .45 Colt. Both are rare
collectibles today.

The order for 600 rifles was a good start for Remington.
The Keene was soon offered 1n an Army and Navy version
and a carbine in .45-70-405 or .43 Spanish. Civilian rifles
also came chambered 1n .40-60-260 Marlin and they were
offered 1n the Carbine, Sporting or Frontier models. Deluxe
models were offered with fancy wood and engraving.

The .43 Spanish was quite popular along the U.S. side
of the Southern Border. Remington sold quite a few

The magazine cutoff is shown in the “repeater” position.
Pushing it forward turns the rifle into a single shot holding
the magazine in reserve.
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The Keene (top) lost out to the Winchester Hotchkiss (bottom)
during the 1878 trials. The Hotchkiss proved problematic during
troop trials and the Army stayed with the sturdy Trapdoor.
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civilian Rolling Blocks in .43 since the ammo was readily
available on both sides, and the Keene upped the ante as a
nine-shot repeater.

B The Cartridge

The .43 Spanish cartridge 1s a simplified version of U.S.
General and Civil War hero Hiram Berdan’s revolutionary
and sophisticated .42 Berdan cartridge. In the late 1860s,
Berdan’s cartridge offered eye-popping technology little
appreciated today. Many countries fielded a bolt action
using some form of paper cartridge, but the Berdan metallic
cartridge electrified warfare. Berdan—whose invention was
eschewed by the U.S. Army—barnstormed Europe with it
and his Colt-Berdan bolt-action rifle.

Only Russia bought rifles and ammunition from Berdan,
but militaries adopted his drawn-brass, rimmed bottleneck
cartridge, paper jacketed lead bullet ignited by his Berdan
primer worldwide. Roughly 15 countries adopted the basic
design in 41-, 42-, .43-, .44- or .45-inch bullets—some
with a plain lead bullet like the .43 Spanish, but most
using a paper patched one weighing about 370 grains over
some 77 grains of powder plus-or-minus with velocities in
the 1,450-fps range. Winchester’s 1876 rifle, in .45-75-350,
duplicated this in a repeater, and such military-grade power
was likely why Canada’s North-West Mounted Police
adopted it.

B “This Is My Rifle...”

Our example in the very rare .43 Spanish at first
appeared to be a plain $25 Sporting Rifle with the 24'2-inch
barrel, the only clue separating it from a $22 24-inch Frontier
Rifle. It also sports the sling swivels standard on the Frontier
Rifle, but a $2 extra for a Sporting Rifle, along with straight-
grain wood and only that and 1/2-inch in barrel length
separating the two models.

Frankly, I believe it was ordered as a Frontier Rifle and
the use of the 24'2-inch Sporting barrel was an expedient
to fill the order quickly. The barrel, fore-end cap, tapered
r1b between the barrel and mag tube all come together
without play and are locked in place by the front barrel
band. They are a set fitted together during construction
and aren’t interchangeable between models. That tapered
r1b follows the contour of the barrel and 1s a marvel of

i —

In the late 1860s, U.S. Gener-
al Hiram Berdan barnstormed
the world with his Colt Ber-
dan bolt-action rifle featuring
his revolutionary .42 Berdan
cartridge with its bottle-
necked, centerfire-primed
brass case and paper jacket-
ed bullet (left). Many nations
fielded a bolt action using
some form of paper cartridge,
and the metallic cartridge
was such a quantum leap
forward in ammunition that
it electrified the world’s mili-
taries with about 15 coun-
tries quickly adopting some
version of Berdan’s round
using either a paper patched
or plain lead bullet like the
.43 Spanish (right).

Worked briskly, the carrier rises and is held upright by a
latch. Pushing the bolt forward feeds the cartridge
smoothly and trips the carrier to fall forward. Note the
large gas escape port atop the receiver.

Folded, the Keene rear sight is graduated from 100 to 300
yards, and sliding the elevator forward raises elevation.
With the ladder raised, the scale ranges from 400 to an
optimistic 1,000 yards.
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THE REMINGTON KEENE

The front sight sits in the barrel/magazine band. Note the
barrel band is split and acts as a pressure spring to keep
the front sight in place.

A The fore-end
band is held in
place by the rib
between the bar-
rel and magazine
tube with all
locked in place
by a single screw
through the front
barrel band. This
complicated
dance required
skilled craftsmen!

<« The Frontier
rifle buttplate is
similar to those
used on the
military Rolling
Block rifles.
Deluxe models
often have a trap
for a segmented
cleaning rod.

machining skill! There 1s no play between all these parts
even some 140 years later. Such tight interplay shows one
aspect of the construction sophistication that required
dedicating solid craftsmen to the Keene’s production.

This rifle has been completely redone. John King came
out of retirement to help, with finish work done by your
humble correspondent. The gun passed my 1nitial inspection
and looked to have a pristine bore, but the chamber was
so badly rotted 1t was irreparable, and the only option was
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The Keene loads smoothly and easily through the
carrier/loading gate on the bottom. Remington says it can be
loaded from the top as well, but the author found it difficult.

replacement by turning down a .43 Spanish Remington
Rolling Block barrel. It’s such a rare gun that returning it
from doorstop to eye-popping Range Queen was worth-
while. Back to the Keene.

Keene’s rifle was a turnbolt design using the bolt root
as the sole locking point. The bolt handle 1s on a slight
upward angle and the short throw easily pops it open.
Upon cycling, the cocking lever (which looks like a ham-
mer) falls to half cock and locks the bolt closed. Officers
and sergeants liked that the Keene was obviously on half
cock at a glance, and the men were long used to cocking a
hammer. To open the bolt, the striker must be fully cocked
or lowered to rest. This feature was activated by a fly under
the striker. Removing this fly leaves the striker at full cock.

The magazine was a tube under the barrel holding from
six (carbine) to nine cartridges (military and civilian rifles).
A switch on the left side of the receiver turned the Keene
from repeater to single shot. The magazine was advertised
as loading from the top or bottom, but I found trying to
load from the top very difficult since you must reach deeply
into the action.

B Range Time

In running the gun, the action must be worked briskly.
The carrier 1s held upright by a spring catch on the right
side, and the ejector activated when it hits the back of the
carrier to eject spent cases about a foot or so away. Run
weakly, the spent round will fall back into the action, and
the carrier won’t be trapped upright. The ejector proved to
be an “Achilles” heel” when 1t broke halfway through the
test. John King acquired an ejector from a Keene collec-
tor. While mine had been hardened to brittleness, the one
pulled from the other bolt proved butter soft. Which of
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The action must be worked briskly to lock
the carrier in the upright position and eject
a spent shell. The British P1853 Enfield one-
hand adjustable sling would be easy for any
saddler to make, and many Enfields served
with Texas infantry during the Civil War.
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The Achilles’
heel of this
Keene proved

to be a brittle
ejector, and
gunsmith John
King was able
to borrow one
from a collector
to replicate. Sur-
prisingly, it was
butter soft, but
his reproduction
is made of good,
modern steel.

these i1s the “norm™ is only a guess, but 1t 1s a complicated
part to reproduce, and the gun won’t work without 1t! The
new one 1s far better than either original.

One other oddity 1s the rear sling swivel wouldn’t pass
a standard Trapdoor sling. The rear swivel loop 1s tighter
than those on U.S. arms and must be the same as those
used on the Rolling Blocks for export to Spain and Mexico.
The sling present is the Enfield P1853 lace on sling by
Dells Leather. Enfields were used by the Confederates in
the Civil War, and one would be easy to replicate by any
saddler, since i1t uses no metal. It is one-hand adjustable,
quiet and sure In use.

The rear sight is optimistically graduated to 1,000 yards.
The front and rear sights are the period-popular “V”
shaped rear notch with corresponding inverted “V” front
scaled very small. Practical range 1s 100 or maybe 300 The fine sights might be good enough for a 20-year-old,
yards even for young eyes. The elevation adjustable rear is ~ but not for aging eyes. Wiping the barrel between shots,

: : : concentrating on sight picture, and counting the best five of
attached with two flat-head screws. Wlndage 1S corrected six gave a decent three-inch 100-yard group albeit a full 10

by drifting the front. The front sight 1s fitted to the front inches over point of aim!
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THE REMINGTON KEENE

The Keene fieldstrips easily by removing the big screw in the side. It
has lefthand threads and unscrews the opposite way. Separating the
bolt halves is rarely necessary.

The bolt lock and spring resides in a tunnel in the bolt handle. It only goes
in one way and has a slot to aid alignment. The bolt is shown disassem-
bled almost completely. Even five days in Kroil wouldn’t unfreeze the pin
holding the firing pin spring, but finally loosened the bolt’s screws, so

the striker/firing pin was submersed in an ultrasonic cleaner. Note the fly
at the bottom of the striker. This lowers the striker to its safety position
upon closing the bolt. If removed, the striker will stay cocked.

The complexity of the gun is evident out of the wood. The carrier doubles
as lifter, bolt stop and ejector trip. Note the complex shapes and cuts for
the cutoff mechanism and the trigger.
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band and has an unusual feature. The band i1s
split in the center of the dovetail and acts as a
spring to keep the front sight tightly in place.

The sights are fine enough that 1t took all my
concentration to keep the small front blade even
with the top of the rear’s “V” shooting at 100
yards. With two eight-inch Shoot-N-C targets
on the paper, aiming at the lower bull put the
shots into the top target. To ensure accuracy, I
cleaned between rounds, and the first three shots
were a mere 1'/s-inch apart. With such a difficult
sight picture, I took friend John Taffin’s advice
for old eyes: Shoot six and count the best five.
Doing so gave me a three-inch, 100-yard group.
Another six delivered five into a 3'%-inch
100-yard group.

To test 1t as a repeater, I fired four rounds
without wiping. The first shot from a clean
barrel hit where I expected, but the next three
were progressively wild. That wasn’t completely
unexpected, since the air in northern Nevada 1s
so dry, but disappointing, nonetheless. I hoped
I might get two or three shots close together
before the accuracy fell off.

B Keeping It Fed/Making Ammunition

Handloading held a few surprises. There were
only two makers of brass: Butfalo Arms (BA)
redrawn from Starline .50-110 and Bertram.

I snagged 40 pieces of BA brass. Acquiring
Bertram lead me on a merry chase ending at
Northern Shooter’s Supply in Australia. Even
with international shipping the price was rea-
sonable, and soon I had 60 pieces of properly
head stamped brass.

Buffalo Arms offered SPG-lubed bullets cast
1:20 tin to lead alloy. Graf & Sons had black
powder and Lee dies, and I almost had all the
pieces. The first hitch was the Lee dies are a
2-die set for use with jacketed bullets. I needed
an expander die for cast bullets. Fortunately,
Buifalo Arms had one. Second hitch was the
Lee shell holder worked with the Buffalo Arms
brass but not the Bertram. Bertram Brass needed
an RCBS No. 22. Last hitch was finding the
Buiffalo Arms brass was too thick in the neck
to properly release the bullets in my chamber
and needed reaming, but the Bertram brass
fit perfectly.

Sources say the old balloon-head cases held
77 grains of black powder. Both new cases held
only 67 grains under the 370-grain lead bullet.
Because this is a repeater, cartridge overall
length 1s crucial on the maximum end. The




original style round nose bullet from
BA cast in Lyman mold 439186 has

a crimp groove 1n the perfect spot.
The loads in Bertram brass delivered
an average of 1,320 fps, but the same
load 1n Starline brass was surprisingly
slower at 1,266 ips.

B Disassembly

The Keene fieldstrips easily. First,
ensure the chamber and magazine
are unloaded. If the carrier is in the
feed position, push the bolt over it to
press 1t down. Leave the bolt upright.
Remove the one big screw on the
right side. This screw has left-hand
threads and turns out in the opposite
direction of all the others. Remove the
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A Deluxe half-magazine Sporting Keene rifle appears in the 1950 version of
King Solomon’s Mines in the hands of actor Richard Carison (on the right).
(InternetMovieDB.com)

screw and the carrier drops free. The
cartridge carrier triples as lifter, bolt
stop and ejector activator. Withdraw
the bolt from the receiver. To take
the bolt apart (although rarely necessary), pull back the
cocking lever and rotate the bolt head to the right until the
part separates from the body. Reassemble in reverse order.
The bolt lock 1s under the big screw 1n the center of the
bolt handle. You may have to remove it 1f the striker won’t
go past it. It has twin flanges that engage matching cuts in
the bolt and a screw slot to orient it properly. The bolt lock
1s very soft steel. Do not use force!

More tips: Complete disassembly needs specialty thin
blade screwdrivers (Brownells has them), but 1s rarely
necessary. A few tips: Removal of the front band allows
removal of the tapered rib and fore-end band. Doing so
first releases pressure on the small screw through the stock
in front of the receiver easing its removal. The magazine
tube cap 1s braised in place and the tube 1s threaded into
the receiver. The mag tube must be unscrewed from the
receiver before the stock can be removed. After removing
the triggerguard, lift the barreled action straight up. Do not
rock the receiver out of the stock! You will crack the stock.
If very tight, a non-marring punch will help gently tap it
free from underneath. The carrier latch stud 1s only held
in place by the stock. Don’t lose 1t! Do not try and remove
the barrel without the proper fixtures to keep the receiver
from twisting.

B Final Thoughts

The tube magazine and single lug bolt of the Remington
Keene and many others were dead ends 1n firearm technol-
ogy, and quickly obsoleted as militaries worldwide adopted
smallbore smokeless powder rifles and cartridges. Never
achieving worldwide military sales or public acceptance,
only 5,000 Keenes of all models were made. It was discon-

tinued after E. Remington & Sons went into receivership
in 1888.

Yet, for a rifle made in such few numbers, the Remington
Keene bolt action continues to stir emotions 1n aficitonados
of the Old West fueled by movie propmasters. A telescopic-
sighted Keene shows up between James Gregory’s hands in
the Sons of Katie Elder. One of the finks 1n Joe Kidd uses a
scope-sighted Keene with a late-model Weaver shoehorned
on, and a Deluxe half-magazine Sporting Keene appears
in the 1950 version of King Solomon’s Mines between the
hands of two different actors. The Remington Keene lives
on as a beautiful, functional arm born in the earliest days
of modern rifles! EJ

KEENE FRONTIER RIFLE

Manufacturer: E. Remington & Sons, llion, New York
Action: Bolt action repeater
Caliber: 43 Spanish, (.45-70 and .40-60 Marlin)
Capacity: 8+1
Barrel Length: 247 in.
Overall Length: 437 in.

Weight: 3 lbs., 11 oz. (unloaded);
9 lbs., 9 oz. (loaded)
Finish: Blue and case-hardening
Sights: V-notch Ladder rear; inverted V front
Stock: Walnut, oll finished
Value: $2,500 to $5,000 for basic models, more

for Indian Police issue, substantially more
for highly finished models.
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Single-Action for the Win!

nce a year, the earth completes a circuit of the sun.
Once a century or so, the US Army selects a new
sidearm. Back 1n the 1980s, the sidearm selected was

the Beretta Model 92, to be known after as the M9. It was
the very model of a modern major transition. From single-
action to double-action, from seven rounds to fifteen,

and from .45 to 9mm. Ever since then, Beretta has been

upgrading, improving and adapting the 92, until we arrive
here today with the 92XI SAO Tactical.
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i By Patrick Sweeney

In addition to serving as the M9 for our military, the
Beretta 92 was widely adopted by law enforcement across
the country. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, 1t was a
good time to upgrade from a six-shot revolver to a
sixteen-shot 9mm pistol. Crime was at an all-time high,
and everyone wanted to be better-armed. The Beretta did
that for LE. On duty or on a SWAT team, the 92 was often
the tool of choice. The 92XI SAO Tactical improves on
that history.




Okay, the basics: the 92XI SAO Tactical (and I'm just
going to call it XI, to save my fingers and my keyboard) uses
much of the old 92, but also has the improvements since
then. And the big thing 1s a leap to the past: single action.

What Beretta kept was the open-topped slide, which makes
the designation “ejection port” a complete non-entity. The
whole forward half of the slide top 1s the ejection port. The
barrel 1s the same, with a tilting block locking system that
was derived from the Walther P38, but improved, repeat-
edly. The frame 1s much the same, but there are tweaks and
improvements there as well. The back strap on the 92, and
the M9, was slightly arched. Later Beretta models changed

The Beretta 92Xl SAO Tactical is a
pleasure to shoot and very accurate.

that to a straight back strap, for better indexing and recoil
control. This was part of the Beretta Vertec model line.
Another upgrade 1s the accessory rail, another Vertec
change, one that was also part of the military M9A1
change as well. With the rail, and the multiple cross slots,
you can now mount a light, laser, combo or whatever on
the frame of your XI. (And other Berettas as well, they
have not been asleep at the switch on this subject.)
What hasn’t changed 1s the slide stop and disassembly
lever locations and designs, or the magazine release. The
slide stop 1s just on the left side of the frame, no ambis
here, and the disassembly lever 1s the same as i1t has been
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On the left side, the 92XI SAO looks
mostly like a regular 92. There’s that
thumb safety, however...

on the many, many Beretta 92/M9 pistols since that day 1n
America 1in 1986. (Actually, the lever was there even before
then, as the 92 entered production in 1976.)

From that solid lineage, that stable base, Beretta has
now crafted the 92XI SAO Tactical. Let’s go over what
all that means. First of all, and the one that gets the most
attention, is the single action trigger mechanism. Unlike
the traditional double action (aka: TDA) the single action
only (SAO) works like, well, let’s not beat around the bush,
a 1911. In a TDA pistol, you use the trigger to cock and
then drop the hammer to fire. After that, the slide cycling
cocks the hammer for subsequent shots. On the Beretta,
and other TDA pistols, engaging the safety safely drops
the hammer, without firing the pistol. This lets you start
over again and carry the pistol with the hammer down.
With so many shooters familiar only with striker-fired
pistols these days, this background info 1s important.
On the SAO (Beretta makes, and has made, more than
one SAO-built pistol, one was the 96 Combat, so the
XI 1s not unique 1n this), the double action portion of
the mechanism 1s not present. Not just that those parts
are left out, but that different parts are used 1n the
assembly. The Beretta Xtreme-S single action only
mechanism 1s designed with a much shorter
reset in single action than that of the TDA
design. So, you do not, and cannot,
trigger-cock the hammer. There 1s no

“DA” 1n the “S” of the “SAQ.”

The accessory rail has three cross
slots, so you can fit most anything
there is needed.
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" t ...0N the right side you can see that the
\;_-"';f 92Xl does not have an ambidextrous slide
; f_’ stop, nor an ambi magazine release.

ik B

This means the safety function and design has to change.
The safety 1s moved from the slide (on the 92/M9) to the
frame. It locks the slide closed when the safety 1s applied,
and 1t does not decock the hammer. It works (again, we
can’t avoid the comparison) like the 1911. Beretta makes
it as an ambidextrous lever, with paddles on both sides of
the frame. Regardless of right or left-handed shooting, you
have the safety lever there. Since the trigger mechanism
1s single action, the curved DA trigger of the 92 just 1sn’t
needed. Beretta replaced it with a straighter trigger, and its
length makes for some interesting changes. (More on that
in the testing part.)

The frame 1s the straight back strap of the Beretta
Vertec version of the 92, and there 1s checkering on the
front strap and back strap. The tang 1s the same as 1t
1s on the 92, which does not need changing, so Beretta

. : ————n
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Disassembly of the 92Xl is the same as
it is for every 92 made since 1986.



One of the nice details about the 92Xl SAO Tactical is that
you do not have to remove the thread protector to disas-
semble the pistol, but it is on there, only finger-tight, so
check now and then to make sure it is still tight.

didn’t change 1t. The front outside face of the trigger
guard (which 1s capacious and provides plenty of room
for gloved fingers) 1s straight and smooth. Back in the
1980s, we practical shooters were still testing the 1dea of
getting a support index finger up on the trigger guard, to
provide leverage to combat recoil. The first video record-
ings showed us that we could not keep a finger 1n place,
nor 1t didn’t help 1n recoil, so we gave up on the 1dea. The
magazine opening 1s also beveled to a useful degree, 1t
1sn’t a competition-sized opening, but it does help without
adding bulk as a competition funnel might do.

On top, Beretta gives the XI 1n the tactical version, all the
bells and whistles. First, the barrel 1s extended and thread-
ed. For the American market, the barrel 1s threaded 1/2x28,
the common-over-here thread pitch for suppressor mount-
ing. None of this euro-metric-lefthanded threads headache.
To make aiming easier, they also installed taller 1ron sights,
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The back strap is the Vertec
shape, and it too is check-
ered for a non-slip grip.

The front strap is checkered
for a non-slip grip.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The 92XI SAO Tactical might be a bit bulky, but you get lots
of capacity for that, and great accuracy along with the really

good trigger.

so you can see the sights over the suppressor barrel dia-
meter. They also act to help you co-witness if you should
install a red-dot optic. The slide has been machined for an
optics mount, and there 1s an adapter plate you can get,
that fits the Triyjicon footprint. Then the XI gets a Cerakote
finish, 1n silver on the frame, to provide an interesting and
eye-catching two-tone contrast. But wait, there’s more.

The regular 92/M9 magazines hold fifteen rounds. There
has been a bazillion of them made, and since the M9 was
GI 1ssue, they needed lots and lots of magazines. However,
fifteen rounds 1s passé these days, so Beretta made a few

The extended,
threaded barrel
comes with a
threads protector
screwed in place,
as well as tall
sights to see over
the suppressor.

The rear sight
is tall enough to
match the front,

and together
they provide
co-withessing
with optics.

The adapter plate
accepts a Trijicon
footprint optic,
and bolts onto
the slide once
you remove the
cover plates.
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SBERETTA'S 92X1 SAO TACTICAL PISTOL

The 92Xl SAO Tactical comes
with 18-round magazines, with
witness holes on the spine

to check load capacity.

tweaks on the magazine for the XI Tactical. You can buy
the XI with ten-round magazines for those of you who live
behind enemy lines, or fifteen if that’s the limit where you
live, like Colorado, but the top sku XI comes with eigh-
teen-round magazines, two of them. The ten and fifteen
round magazines still work, as do all the other legacy
magazines that have been made since 1986, but now you
can have more. What they did was remove the crimp 1n
the tube at the bottom, and the sidewalls are now straight
down. This also means you can expand capacity with a
magazine extension, like the ones made by Springer Preci-
sion (SpringerPrecision.com) or Taylor Freelance (Taylor
FreeLanceStore.com), which can increase the magazine ca-
pacity to 22 rounds. Well, not with all Beretta magazines,
but certainly with the new XI magazine and those made by
Mec-Gar (as explained on the Taylor Freelance web page,
which 1s a big source of much capacity-increasing options.)
The 30-round 90-series Beretta magazine, which was de-
veloped for the Mx4 submachine gun (SMG version of the
Cx4 carbine) contract for India, will also work.

In testing, the Beretta 92XI SAO Tactical worked as
you’'d expect: flawlessly. Accuracy is top-notch, and the
trigger 1s nicely tuned to have a clean and crisp release

o e s I-‘I' e

A bragging group, the Beretta 92Xl and Hornady Critical
Duty. OK, the new carry ammo here.
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The eighteen-round magazines do not
have the dimples, or creases, at the
bottom that preclude capacity increases.
The new ones can be bumped up, a lot.

Add weight or add capacity, you can upgrade your Beretta
92Xl with new basepads.

as well as a shorter-than-TDA reset. The trigger itself 1s
grooved, so you won'’t be sliding around on the trigger face
as you press back, which you’ll have to do as it has an ap-
preciable amount of take-up, even though 1t doesn’t have a
lot of over-travel. Now, my grip 1s not normal. As regular
readers know, I grip a pistol high and hard. So high that
my trigger finger does not come to the trigger horizontally.
I am reaching down to the trigger. On the XI, what this

The 92Xl really likes SIG V-Crown bullets.
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Two empties in the air, and the 92XI SAO Tactical is back on target. The weight of the Beretta helps tame recoil. Not that
9mm has much, but every bit helps. A wide frame and a bit of weight means the felt recoil is soft in your hands, and getting
the sights back on target is not a problem.
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The ambidextrous thumb safety does not drop the hammer,
and it does lock the slide closed. '

means 1s that the pad of my trigger finger 1sn’t pressing on
the center of the trigger face but down near the tip. I get
much better leverage on the XI trigger, which makes the
trigger pull feel lighter to me than the scale would indicate.
If you don’t grip a pistol this way then the trigger To say the 92XI SAO Tactical is accurate is to state the obvious.
length doesn’t help you, sorry about that.

As a counter to the high grip, I find I am
jammed up against the frame at the tang. Unlike

other “hi-cap™ pistol designs, the Beretta maga- Ammunition Bullet | Velocity | Es | sD | Accuracy
zine has a hard angle from the tube to the feed Weight | (fps) (Avg. & Best)
lips. This means the frame is full width much (gr) {n)
higher than it 1s on some other designs. As I try Black Hills Honey Badger | 100 1,191 [ 43 | 17.1 1.9/1.7
to wrangle higher on the XI, the frame doesn’t Fiocchi EMJ e 1,080 |83]345 n1/18
narrow, and I find the thumb §afety th.en 1s a tad SIG \V-Crown 104 1158 | 52 [ 233 e
awkward. Clearly, Beretta dem:gned ‘Fhls for the s o7 1180 | 5 | 18 N
rest of you, and not for me. It 1s a minor problem

for me and one I noticed only when I was looking ~_Hornady Critical Duty 135 910 & do ] 1.6/ 0
for it. Hammering the falling plate rack was fun, Accuracy results were to be averages of three, five-shot groups at 25

yards off a Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots

put the Silencer Central Banish 9K on it measured on a Labradar chronograph set to read 15 feet from the muzzle.
. =

and the XI Tactical worked like a champ when 1
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SBERETTAS 92X1 SAO TACTICAL PISTOL

So where does this put the Beretta 92XI SAO Tactical?
Well, for capacity 1t 1s right up there with any competitor.
It matches the Glocks, the various 2011 versions and any-
body else for holding lots of 9mm ammo. As far as weight
1s concerned, the 34 ounces of the XI makes 1t heavier
than a G17 or a lightweight commander, but the trigger on
the XI 1s far superior to that of the G17, and the LWC 1s

Duty, SWAT, home defense or carry, the Beretta 92Xl SAO Tacti-
cal covers all the bases. Add a few extra tools and you are set.

SOURCES
Back Hills Ammunition, Black-hills.com, (605) 348-5150

The 92XI SAO Tactical is set up for a suppressor,
and when being tested with Silencer Central’s
Banish 9K, neither gave any problems.

not only $200 more, but only holds 9+1 rounds of 9mm.
In size, the XI 1s more in line with a government model,
where the steel frame brings that one up to 38—-39 ounces,
and yet you still have only 9+1 rounds of ammo. With the
XI on your belt, and the spare magazine that came with it
on the other side, you walk out the door with 37 rounds of
9mm emergency-solving ammunition on your person. For
daily carry, something like a Falco pancake holster would
easily serve your needs. Comfortable, stylish and secure,
the bulk of the XI SAO Tactical will be a lot easier to
carry, hide and be comfortable with.

As home-defense tool, the capacity of the XI Tactical,
plus the ability to mount a light or laser, makes it a smash-
ing choice. For range sessions, putting a suppressor on 1t
will make it a lot easier for everyone involved to have fun.
And through all of this, there 1s a seemingly endless supply
of legacy magazines you can call on, if fifteen rounds per
mag is sufficient for your needs. Kl

SPECIFICATIONS

BERETTA 92XI SAOQ TACTICAL PISTOL

Falco Holsters, Falcoholsters.com, (800) 490-7147

Federal Ammunition, FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100

Fiocchi USA, FiocchiUSA.com, (417) 725-4118

Hornady Ammunition, Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

SIG Sauer, SIGSAUER.com, (603) 610-3000

Silencer Central, SilencerCentral.com, (888) /81-8//8
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Type: Hammer-fired semi-automatic
Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 18+1 rounds
Barrel: 5.1 1In.
Overall Length: 8.7 In.
Height: 5.41in.
Weight: 32 oz.
Finish: Black and silver Cerakote
Grips: Polymer
Sights: Fixed front & rear, 3 dot
Trigger: 4 lbs. 7 oz.
MSRP: $1,069
Contact: BerettaUSA.com
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[ Cont. from page 10]
Court. Any legal pushback will be
tied up 1n the lower courts leaving
infringements in place for years,
with Democrats hoping it will be
long enough to change the political
balance of power and appoint judges
who agree.

A predictable example 1s what'’s
going on in New York right now, with
Gov. Kathy Hochul signing three bills

to outlaw “pistol converters,” coerce
gun stores 1nto putting up signs
warning of the “dangers” of their
products, and imposing merchant
codes on (legal) gun purchases. And
more disarmament bills are coming.
There will never be enough.

Punting cases by prioritizing
procedure over its Constitutional
obligation to “secure the Blessings of

Liberty to ourselves and our Poster-
1ty” once more demonstrates that all
the Supreme Court must do to allow
blatant infringements of our funda-
mental rights to persist and prevail
1s... nothing.

And 1t reaffirms an observable truism
that people in power don’t give it up
unless there’s a credible “or else™
behind demands to stop oppressing. EJ

WHO’S REALLY IN CHARGE AT THE D0J?

Will Trump Fire Rogue U.S.
Attorneys, or Is This What He

=xpects of Them Regarding
the 2nd Amendment?

By Darwin Nercesian, News Field Editor

here 1s an open revolt currently
Ttaking place at the Department

of Justice (DOJ), as Biden-era
deep state holdovers are ramping
up their insubordination campaign
against Attorney General Pam Bondi
and President Trump. This rebellion
follows a growing pattern within the
DOJ. Just last month, acting U.S.
Attorney Michael Simpson argued
in United States v. George Peterson
that the Second Amendment did not
protect suppressors, only to be sent
back with his tail between his legs to
request a 30-day delay 1n the court’s
ruling so the government may
“further consider 1ts position.”

Now, 1t seems another acting U.S.
Attorney, Matthew Podolsky, 1s con-
tinuing the subversive charge, aided
by the United States Supreme Court’s
irresponsible handling of Bondi v.
VanDerStok. 1 broke that decision
down 1n a recent article, Understand-
ing The Bondiv. VanDerStok Decision,
where I point out that the Supreme
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Court’s proclivity to kick the Second
Amendment can down the road
would ultimately lead to a continuing
onslaught of taxpayer-funded litiga-
tion and abuse of regulatory author-
ity by rogue elements in the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) and the DOJ.

It didn’t take long to prove the
assertion. Podolsky has teamed up
with New York Attorney General
Letitia James, who has been referred
for federal criminal prosecution con-
nected to mortgage fraud allegations
in Virginia and New York. This insur-
gency 1nvolves the retroactive appli-
cation of VanDerStok being used to
persecute firearms dealers Brownells,
Primary Arms, 80% Arms, Rainier
Arms, and the Glockstore for selling
80% build kits back in 2016, despite
ATF approval of the kits at that time.

As if on cue, online rumor mills have
begun circulating stories about inter-

(Shutterstock/Heidi Besen)

nal DOJ discussions prohibiting U.S.
Attorneys from participating in these
types of actions. Is there some truth

to this? It’s possible, but President
Trump’s ability to fire insubordinate
underlings at the drop of a hat 1s well
established, and last time I checked,

Michael Simpson still has his job.
It’s important to note that the DOJ

just dropped a federal National Firearms

Act (NFA) charge in the controversial
United States v. Taylor Taranto case,

in which the defendant was accused of
possessing an unregistered Short Bar-
reled Rifle (SBR) after being found with
a CZ Scorpion pistol equipped with a
stabilizing brace. The reversal, however,
only came after immense pressure from
the Second Amendment community and
pro-gun advocates.

While 1t’s easy to call out pro-
Second Amendment actions and
initiatives currently underway, 1t can
be more difficult to 1dentify whether
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were recelving just enough crumbs to
remain hopefully satiated or feasting
on an appetizer while the steak 1s
seared to perfection. Could the ATF
and DOJ announce that they are
vacating the frame or receiver rule?
They absolutely could, and given
the negative criticism following the
VanDerStok ruling, one might ques-
tion why 1it’s taking so long. Let’s be
honest for the sake of transparency.
The DOJ 1s well aware of legislative
and regulatory violations of the
Second Amendment on both the
federal and state levels, causing me
to question why such public outcry 1s
necessary before they take action to
reverse even themselves.

Take the 1989 assault weap-
on importation ban, for example.
The Bush administration used this
provision to ban the importation of
numerous semiautomatic rifles based
on “military-style features.” The
abject absurdity of the ban makes
itself clear 1n the fact that these same
rifles with the exact same features
become perfectly legal (on a federal
level) when manufactured within the
United States, shuttering competi-
tion and, consequently, innovation

in the market. The ban, however, 1s
an administrative action taken by the
executive branch directing ATF to de-
clare these firearms as “non-sporting”
per the 1968 GCA, not a law enacted
by Congress. So, why has the Trump
administration not ordered the DOJ
to reverse this policy? If the goal truly
exists to restore the Second Amend-
ment, why not start with that which
you directly preside over?

Along these lines, why not a thor-
ough house cleaning to rid the Justice
Department of holdover vermin
pushing their own agendas in open
defiance of what the DOJ and the
current administration claim 1s an
effort to restore and defend the Second
Amendment? And what 1s empowering
these supposedly rogue U.S. Attorneys
to act out against alleged instructions
coming from the Oval Office and the
office of the Attorney General?

While these questions remain difficult
to answer with any verifiable certainty,
they raise concerns about whether the
administration 1s providing conser-
vative gun owners with the mimimum
necessary to retain their support.
Midterms may seem a ways off, but
they’re always around the corner.

Unless meaningful legislation 1s on
the agenda between now and then, we
risk having the scraps we’ve been given
taken by the flick of a pen with a future
administration and DOJ officials. In the
meantime, clamping down on person-
nel and sending rogue elements to the
unemployment line would bolster the
mission that the Trump administration
and Pam Bondi claim commitment to.
Don’t take my tone as a lack of
appreciation for what has been done.
Instead, understand that 1t comes in
response to a steadfast personal obliga-
tion to defend the Constitutional right
of all Americans to bear arms. As |
approach half a century on God’s green
earth, I’ve been privy to my fair share
of gamesmanship and the ugly side of
what 1s most often a disingenuous pow-
er grab or political maneuvering versus
an authentic reverence for the Founding
values and principles of our nation.
Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun
rights advocate and shooter of targets
far, far away. As a News Field Editor
at Firearms News, Darwin writes about
the Second Amendment, firearms, and

related gear. Follow him on Instagram,
X, and YouTube @DTOE_Official. EJ

BIDEN’S SECRET ‘PILLARS’ SOUGHT TO SMEAR 2ND

AMENDMENT SIIPPOHTERS AS DOMESTIG TEHHOHISTS

Tulsi Gabbard Keeps ~[SEE

Promise 1o Dec\assn‘y

Documents
By David Codrea,

Politics Field Editor
s promised, I have declassi-
fied the Biden Administra-

A tion’s Strategic Implemen-

tation Plan for Countering Domestic
Terrorism,” Tulst Gabbard, Donald o | . el )
Trump’s newly appomted Director of £ T’ : BN A ) AN R

~ (Shutterstock/Dmitri T) |
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HOW TO BECOME A Rifleman:

Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman — skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 yards, the "Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile”. Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred’s Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddles most shooters. Please note shipping Is prepaid
on everything to the lower 48, and that our minimum order is $75.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman" — withtargets! ... .. D42
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Sets w/ Guid@........ccooeveercieiieiiiiiieenn...... $33, 2/$55
The 100-yard AQT Target, use at 25 meters, 100 yards, 200 yards... ......bundle of 100 $21
How far off are you effective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (‘IDD targets) S ...$19
The "Quick 'n Dirty" (QD) AQT (equals 50 AQTS!) ....ooooeiieiieeeeeeeeee e Qty Df 5D $20 5/$82
M14 Repack Kits (bandoleers/cardboards, stripper clips, mag fillers}...................................Lnt of 10 $105
M14 Rifle: Preventive Maintenance. Vietnam issue! .. ; USRS ORTRRPRRRUPRRRRPRRRR. . o |
M14 Operator/Org Maintenance/Repair Parts & Speclal TDO|5 Manual PP TIRTI |
Match Condition Procedures — Rifle, M14$5
Original US GI WWII Web Slings! VG - EXCellent........ccooviiviieiiiieiccieiiciicsiere e ee s 540, 3 for $100!
Patriots, or how to survive the coming collapse, by Rawles (autographed!) .........coveivereiieiinrierenrennnnn. $22
Boston's Gun Bible — Which is the best battle rifle? Find the answer!! 500 + pages!.............. ..$25
Frod's SGN Columng — From Back N the @l GayS .. s smssmsssss s rssemonsmsmsssssss s i 315
US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 ..., $3 50, 1OD!$125
\ US Gl mint issued M1 Garand 8rd clips, Quantity of 10$5D Limited Quantity!
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards.........ooocveeeevereever e, $18.50, 10/$135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, CardsS........ccccevveeeerevernvinrnnnnn.. $21.50, 10/$145
M16 10-rd Stripper Clips, US GI, UNISSUE.........uiiieeiiiiirieriesieeevisiianisirisiesssssessesessseesseanneesnnnns 100 fOr $10!
AK/SKS Stripper Clips, Incredibly US Gl made! ...........ccociiieeieiieiiereeeieeevrii . 96, Qty of Ten! $35
M1 Garand Op Rod Spring.... N PSRRI & (o) .. 3 L1/
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips wfattached mag ﬁller e eeeenraniensnreeeenranensennaneeeennnneeees10/89, 100/$85
"Battlin the UN", Fred's favorite Stc}ry$5

Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsmi4stocks.com
Ask about our US Gl M14E2 stocks with all the US Gl metal!

fredsm1idstocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.org



NEWSSTAND

National Intelligence, announced on
X.com. “Read 1t here,” she wrote,
adding a link to the document.

The entire document gives interest-
ing 1nsights into ways the government
ensures the order of things remains
favorable to the ruling regime. As
such, areas of vigilance are divided
into four “pillars™:

Pillar One: Understand and
Share Domestic Terrorism-
Related Information

Pillar Two: Prevent Domestic
Terrorism Recruitment and
Mobilization to Violence
Pillar Three: Disrupt and
Deter Domestic Terrorism
Activity

Pillar Four: Confront
Long-Term Contributors to
Domestic Terrorism

All “pillars” merit analysis and
scrutiny, especially noting how they
have been approached in the past.

tectors who saved the day, only to find
they were acting as embedded agents
provocateur, talking low-hanging fruit,
without the skills, resources, or intel-
ligence to pull off a domestic terror
plot, into doing something stupid they
could bust them for. But of special
interest to gun owners 1s a revealing
section under Pillar Four, which, seeks
to “increase|e] faith in democracy and
government” by imposing infringe-
ments on the Second Amendment.
“Rein 1n the proliferation of “ghost
guns,” the Strategic Implementation
Plan’s Action 4.1.1.a. recommends.
“[En]courage state adoption of ex-
treme risk protection orders; and drive
other executive and legislative action,
including banning assault weapons
and high-capacity magazines.
“Launch a national public education
campaign to improve lethal means
safety by expanding access to and
use of safe storage of firearms and

posted on X.com. “Who would that
have impacted more? My friends and
I (and millions of other people) or a
Domestic Terrorist? Would that
domestic terrorist have cared?”

“They CLASSIFIED (not the
action 1itself which was FOUO [For
Official Use Only] and already overt,
but the overall classification of the
document and action 4.1.1a’s associ-
ation with the plan) an intent to take
firearms away from people,” he
elaborated. “Not specifically from
domestic terrorists and in certain
circumstances, but as ‘long-term con-
tributors to domestic terrorism.””

“That means across the board
because (according to this document),
it’s considered a contributor to do-
mestic terrorism to own those things.
Deeper than the action itself, 1t was
basically considered an underlying
predictor for domestic terror; owning
any of those things,” he concluded.

THEY DIDN’T WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT OWNING GUNS AND ADVOCATING FOR THE
SECOND AMENDMENT OFFICIALLY MADE YOU A TERROR SUSPECT...

First and foremost 1s settling on
who domestic terrorists actually are
and being mindful of Southern Pover-
ty Law Center and Democrat propa-
ganda 1n defining groups of citizens
they oppose as haters, insurrectionists,
and worse. We've seen otherwise in-
nocuous activities, such as growing or
shaving a beard, and in one case—I'm
not making this up—bringing a giant
inflatable pink pig to rallies to protest
tax-and-spend politicians, treated as
terrorism indicators by local/state fed-
eral law enforcement “fusion centers.”
For the last several years, the FBI and
DOJ have resurrected an old tactic
by using the term “greatest threat”
to conflate armed white, conservative
freedom advocates with violent racists.

As for recruiting, disrupting, and
deterring domestic terrorists, what'’s
needed 1s an investigation to determine
how often plots are exposed to great
media fanfare, praising the heroic pro-
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determine reimbursement opportuni-
ties to incentivize use of lethal means
counseling in clinical settings,” Action
4.1.1.e. continues, calling for imple-
mentation of mental health “informa-
tion sharing to identify individuals at
risk 1 order to target interventions.”
Basically, their intent was to “take the
guns first, due process later,” ban arms
suttable for militia service, mandate
“lock up your safety” edicts, implement
a propaganda campaign, and establish
what sounds like dystopian science
fiction’s “Department of Precrime.”
“So, effectively, the by-definition
Secret Government plan to ‘Combat
Domestic Terrorism’ included Gun
Control over the long term which
would have removed the rights of
millions and millions of Americans in
pursuit of a fallacy,” Ronnie Adkins,
“US Army Veteran and IC Contractor,
host of the Funker530 Podcast, host of
History Channel’s Military Mysteries”

They didn’t want you to know
that owning guns and advocating for
the Second Amendment officially
made you a terror suspect while they
conducted a propaganda campaign to
convince low-information voters that’s
exactly what you are. The intent here 1s
to impose citizen disarmament edicts
on the entire Republic similar to what
we find in Democrat states that have
given up on the Second Amendment,
and as we see 1n those states, what
they’'ve enacted 1s never enough.

Contrary to what the violence monop-
olists and their media cheerleaders would
have us believe, they really do want to
take our guns—all of them. And if that
means painting you and me as domestic
terrorists who need to be treated as such,
so be 1t. Spook the herd and they’ll bleat
in approval when you parade some wolf
skins in front of them.

Not that “legacy media” will tell any
of this to 1ts viewers and readers... El




LOCK AND LOAD YOUR PORTFOLIO WITHA ULLETPRUUF IN\IESTMENT
THE 2025 $25 GOLD FAGLE IN ‘FLAWLESS MS70

e
~

PROTEGT YOUR WEALTH WITH A
PRECIOUS METALS IRA

You can easily roll over funds from your
current IRA - tax deferred and without penalty.

B 2025 Eag< G525 1
B Farly Releases
B M5 70 _ |
, (} 2137809-000
LR R WL 4
| |
! |

TANGIBLE ASSET

Precious metals are a tangible
asset with a value that has no
counter-party or credit risk.

OUTPERFORM U.S. INDICES

Precious metals repeatedly
outperform the NASDAQ,
S&P 500 and the DOW - the

three major U.S. Indices.

SAFE HAVEN

Historically, physical precious
metals have been a great
hedge against inflation and are
a proven safe haven from
economic uncertainty.

LOWER PORTFOLIO RISK

assets away from paper.

No Credit Card Fees!

CALL TODAY! (855) 344-2646
Promo Code: FANO0625

oveans  liscounted shipping to first 100 callers!
+ Order online at www.TexasBullion.com.
=22 Special discounts on orders over $10,000!

HHHHH ESS

TEXAS
BULLION :
EXCHANGE

The Lone Star State’s
Most Trusted Dealer!®

Having physical ownership of
precious metals lowers overall
portfolio risk by diversifying

Ask us how to get the
Silver Dollar 3-coin set for

only $99!

Protect your
wealth for
generations to
come.

Request your FREE B ™
TBE Wealth
Protection Guide!

Offer valid through 06/30/2025. Prices and availability subject to change due to market consideration. Limit (3) of
each item listed at promo price. Some coins enlarged to show detail. Condition/years of Silver Dollar 3-coin Set will
vary. Texas Bullion Exchange, Inc. has a 10-15 day shipping policy. There is a 5-day inspection period upon arrival.

Any returns after the 5-day period will be subject to a 20% restocking fee.



AD RACK / CLASSIFIEDS

_ Email: airguns(@comcast.net Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
Airguns For Sale S3000 Website: accurateairguns.com WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE B Miscellaneous Wanted S$3241 Military Arms For Sale S4200
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin and
Sheridan warranty service. We also repair WANTED: BEAR TRAPS www.StormWerkz.com
Daisy, Beeman and many other makes of Paying Cash
pellet and bb guns. Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658 Small Arms Upgrades
No firearms. Email: bfair8899@gmail.com Made in USA

Most repairs $80-$120 plus shipping.

We buy used airguns and parts. :
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Ph: 360-656-5123 Dirty Harry Pistol, Auto Mag, Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
44 Caliber with Case, Extras, $4,000. Czech25, 383, FN-FAL,
Call 650-921-0155 Leave Message. Hotchkiss, Kommando,

Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-A1, M1A1, M3Al,
For Sale M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,
MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,

AMG INTERNATIONAL ARMORY
(All Military Gunsmithing)

Kimber of America

9mm SS Gold Match Custom shop built by - SR - ,
Mil itary Dennis Madonya circa 2005. Short trigger, iR 418’551)8112’\};{08122%;1801&’ Al
magwell all hand fitted & polished parts, st e T v e e

one of a kind race gun. $2500.00

406-765-1096 Scott. Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56. $15 each

or 2/$25, Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are

-4 Gunsmith
/’ﬁ\t 35 yrs. Experience

Former NATO Defense Contractor 1911 DS Polymer 45 circa 1999, holster $25 each. Make payment to:
2 mags 1 of them hi-cap top end in C. Shillig
KIT BUILDING / REBUILD cerakote FDE $950.00 406-765-1096 Scott. PO Box 25932,

Colo. Springs, CO 80936
wmemlal@gmail.com

REPAIR / REFINISH

Luger Handguns For Sale $4080

Military/Automatic Arms  $4220

FN-FAL British Enfields

FN-49 M-1A LUGERS' HUNDREDS For Sale
M-1 AR-15 IN STOCK!
Garand 8’s SIMPSON LTD IS THE W\«;z BAR$Saw Cut Receiver
M-1 Carbine O3’s Shipping $100.00 $4500.00 Parts Complete
LA,RGEST LUGER DEALER Set. Call 208-509-1431. Email for Photo:
Find holsters, stocks, tools, JohnKooken@gmail.com
All U.S. and Foreign Rifles & Pistols magazines, books, manuals,

Repaired and much more! appraisals, and more at T Miscellaneous Wanted  S4901
. . . WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM
Full Mil-Spec Finishes Including: Watch our Speaking Luger series WANTED: BEAR TRAPS
Parkerizing, Manganese Phosphate, on YouTube! Paying Cash

Polymer, Teflon, Porcelainized Enamel
and Bluing.

Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658

Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160 Email: bfair8899@gmail.com

Premium AK Builds and Other
Custom Builds Available!

Winchester Rifles For Sale S5080

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE

& LUGER PISTOLS
GUY SNELEN - email: guyamg@centurytel.net Parts, Accessories, Presentation Mod 88 308 lever action metal very good
Phone: 417.754.1097 « M-F 9AM-4PM CST Display-Cases etc. wood fair, great shooter mounts & rings no
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com scope $1200.00 406-765-1096 Scott.

Accessories For Sale S5200

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, in original boxes.
Most American sporting calibers including
obsolete rimfires. NO lists, reloads,
military/foreign. Ray Giles,

RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

o0

L’ Gru-Bee Wolf Pup

%" tube 4X-24 scope, base & rings
Exact replacement for the “Baby Redfield”

Ammunition For Sale S5220

LAKE CITY MATCH
In Original Boxes. Cases Only.
30-06 400 Rounds $625, 7.62 460

Rounds $675. Call or Text
www.grubee.net Michael Angelo 860-881-6354.
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Antiques S5270

WANTED: BEAR TRAPS
Paying Cash
Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658
Email: bfair8899@gmail.com

Barrels Wanted S5281

WANTED

MARLIN
#120 Shotgun Barrels
Need Deer Barrels or
Plain Barrels 12 Gage
No Vent Rib Barrels
Ask for John at 631-399-4529

Clips & Magazines S5380

For Sale

VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES U.S. Made.
Also, AK floor plates.

See us at: CSSPECS .COM

Gun Parts For Sale S5500

Retired gunsmith with 40 years worth of
gun parts inventory. Over 100 models.

Selling as 1 lot. Send email to
bobfried72@gmail.com for list.

KJ GUN PARTS
VINTAGE RIFLE AND
SHOTGUN PARTS
PARTS - STOCKS -
BARREL RELINING - BLUEING
CALL OR EMAIL WITH YOUR NEED
OVER 10,000 PARTS AVAILABLE
KURT ALLEN 309-371-5269
JOHN TUCKER 309-297-0020
KJGUNPARTS@GMAIL.COM

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE
FOR S&W REVOLVERS
J FRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. @ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

General Parts List, $5.
Traders Den,
1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723.
Mail order or by appointment only.
218-666-5083.

Gun Parts Wanted

COMPLETE BOLT FOR 1869/71
SWISS VETTERLI RIFLE.
CALL 719-580-0738

Gunsmith & Dealer

Services

HOT BLUING 26 Years Experience.
Matte Finish $115, High Gloss $130
Plus Return Shipping.

No Side-by-Sides or Over/Unders.
Send To:

Wolfe’s Custom Rifles,

525 Brown Road,
Myerstown PA 17067,
717-933-5690

GUN PARTS: You name tit.

Professional service.

GUN BLUING
and RESTORATION

Firearm Finishing Inc.
509-869-0908

L O T m,m

1
[
A g
'-.J: E ! |
'} M L & -

SW76

Most Parts will fit the
original S&W 76 !!

e Shown with optional
BCM M3 Cheek Risers

BCM Stock Mod 3

Removable buttpad with diamond textured non-slip surface
Patented internal latch system, US Patent Number 9,109,855
Both horizontal and vertical web sling attachment points
Extremely small and lightweight, 6.4 ozs, with tool-less install
Double-walled H-Beam construction for extreme durability

Compatible with the versatile new BCM M3 Cheek Risers,
designed for use with taller optic systems

Two BCM M3 Cheek Riser heights available, approximately
.5 inch and .8 inch, with multiple mounting locations

BRAVOCOMPANYUSA.COM

BravoCompanyMFG.com ¢ Hartland, Wl U.S.A.
Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626)

Pricing subject to change without notice. Please see website for current pricing.

STARTING @ $9400.00

FULLY TRANSFERABLE. ONLY A FEW
LEFT TO SELL. SEND FOR THE INFO CD.

www.jmbdistribution.com
Best way to contact,

Email: jimburgess@jmbdistribution.com
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Gunsmith & Dealer S5540

Services

M1 CARBINE, M1 GARAND
Inspection, Repair, Refinish.
email: jtstawinsky@aol.com

407-973-1212.

PMD Gunsmithing

Specializing in Firearm
Restoration

Rebluing, Stock Refinishing, and Repair.

Better than New!
www.pmdgunsmithing.com
Call 330-240-5960 to receive FREE
SHIPPING both ways with your
restoration project.

RICK’S PLACE

Master Gunsmith
Full Line Gunsmith Shop
Repairs & Restorations
Professionally Trained
45 Years Experience
New OEM Remington Parts
Located in Lonoke AR
Customers across the USA

501-658-7347
www.ricksplace.biz

THE 2025
FIREARMS NEWS

TREASURY

PACKED with some
of the most popular
stories of the year!

Gunsmith & Dealer

Supplies

Ultrasonic Cleaners
36” Long for long guns.
Slightly used, like new. Have several
other sizes. One Year Warranty.

Alexy Ultrasonics
845-482-3000

Retired gunsmith with 40 years worth of
gun parts inventory. Over 100 models.
Selling as 1 lot. Send email to

bobfried72@gmail.com for list.

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine
(hydraulically operated), tooling & training.
This equipment 1s for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size.

Not cheap but a rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach 11,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40.
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!
Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial
stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,
Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.

(STK363). Sell 3 pcs and your out of it! Rest
is profit. Multiple lots get better price! Great
for gun show and store sales. Sarco Inc.
610.250.3960 or visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Militaria For Sale

Indian Relics - B.C.
$2.00 for a Large Color Catalog.
Indian, P.O. Box 246
Independence, KY 41051

Militaria Wanted

Wanted: Cannons & Artillery.
All Types & Periods. Accessories & Parts.
Zanzibar22(@windstream.net

859-983-3911.
S5800

Reloading Components

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING

9mm at $5.00 per 100

40 S&W at $5.00 per 100

38 Special $10.00 per 100
45 ACP $12.00 per 100

223/556 at $12.00 per 100

308 $25.00 per 100
Need a Specific Caliber
Call Chuck 623-341-9122

RELOADERS
All Pistol & Rifle Calibers,

—— TWENTY-FIFTHL AMNNUAL ——

on

Don’t Wait —
They'll Go Fast!

On sale at fine retailers like
Barnes & Noble and Wal-Mart.
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Inspected & Polished. SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS: SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
817-834-5716 | inch long military flechettes in stock. (INERT) (#RLO00S5): Original Vietnam
thbrassman(@aol.com Sold in 2 oz. (#*MISC288) and era rockets with the warhead removed and
1 Ib. #MISC307) packs. replacement inert head installed. Great for
POWDER. BRASS-BULLETS: Original USGI. Sarco Inc., completing your RPG launchers!
WC872-’WC867 48 00 S,urpluc; Ullfircd wealth of goodies !! for a vast wealth of goodies !!
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99, . .

1000-149.99: 223 LC military 60m, 45 Auto, ‘F’lvealﬁgcgng Equipment S5821

Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired | SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM

Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00; See web for RELOADING EQUIPMENT & Gun CTRAC. "

Mil; : related stuff WANTED! Attention Estates BAZOOK.A2 LRACsS0 bazoeiarasisel. oy
other Military-Commercial Brass: =uagLomieliir it st — the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.
e NCW.?‘“@ Fired . {ossin u‘;e% ;'eloadino ) .ui — yc;;tin Never on the market before. Comes with

BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr. FMJ- SCT USC S1hg cquipment, Casting, shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match ~gunsmithing equipment & tools. Presses, Very lifmited!

500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99, | dies, molds, Stocks, grips and Misc. parts too. Sarco Inc.. 610.250.3960
Hornady 774 55gr_ PSP-FMJ 94.99m, [ buy the items left over after others b'uy the N T S S Y.
Federal 223 55 FMJ m193 - 94.99m: guns. Gladly travel for large collections. o .

| ; : : vast wealth of goodies !!
223 M855 62 FMJ -124.99; 223-M856 Call Rick (330)306-4169 or email
tracer, Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API ricketts711@sbcglobal.net

Silver Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady

ATLANTA, GA - July 18-19,
Surplus Gear For Sale S5880 Atlanta Antique Gun & International Military
Show, IAMAW Local 709 Union Hall, 1032 S.

Commercial Bullets: SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE RADIO Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA.
see web for current Prices: SETS: SCR528 (#RADO04), SCR506 Friday 12-5pm, Saturday 9am-4pm.
Brian McDonald (#RADO02), & SCR508 (#RADO3) radio sets Antique Guns, Arms & Memorabilia of the
74880 Johnson Run Rd. with mounting bases. Perfect for completing Civil War, Indian Wars, WWI, WWII, etc.
Kimbolton, OH 43749 your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling. Exhibited, bought, sold & traded.
9AM-5PM, Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960 Admission $7.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00.
330-833-4360 or Info: Carolina Trader Promotions,
Fax No. 740-492-0063 visit www.sarcoinc.com for a 704-254-6181
Web: PatsReloading.com vast wealth of goodies !! www.TheCarolinaTrader.com

Tech
ECC

N
- SIGHTS.

PRECISION SHOOTING ACCESSORIES
GORDON'S GALLERY OF GUNS

=B  Honesty is Policy

RUGGED APERTURE SIGHTS

FIREARMS
AMMUNITION

ACCESSORIES

| f .
N | R ¢

SPECIAL ORDERS Mini-14 Sights 1 Sights
All steel construction All metal construction
 Click adjustable windage & elevation e Spring detent adjustable windage & elevation
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE : e Standard .062 Aperture e Standard .062 Aperture
e Easy installation e Easy installation
https://gordonsgalleryofguns.com » Military style rear aperture & front post
8" |onger sighting radius

SIGHTS AVAILABLE FOR

SEND US AN EMAIL:

Ruger® 10/22 Rifles Mossberg® 702
gardonsgu ngallery@gmail.com Ruger® 10/22 Collector Series Rifles Savage® Mark |l
Ruger® American Rimfire Keltec® SU16, SU22, PLR16 & PLR22
Marlin® 60 & 795 Ruger® Mini 14 and 30
QUESTIONS? GIVE US A CALL! Marlin® Rimfire Bolt Rifles CZ 452 & 455
Rossi RS22 AK47 and SKS
1"‘(614) 596-6328 Remington® 597 Slings and More

Family Owned & Operated since 2004

(843)332-8222 /| www.Tech-SIGHTS.com
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— A — Lists, Consignments & —R - - .
Accessories For Sale.........covmnrnerenn.. 99200 Collections Wanted...........cccovvveee.e.... 55481 Real Estate.................... e 90770 e TR R T
Accessories Wanted.........vvnvcnennnnn. 99201 Gun Parts For Sale......evvevceversieenenn.. 99900 Reloading Cumpuneﬂts Fur Sale ...09800 (309) 675-5064
Ammunition For Sale......cnnrcrvennnnnn 99220 Gun Parts Wanted.......ccovvecrvemneeerneennn 99901 - Reloading Components Wanted..... ..SEBI]I for a complete list.
Ammunition Wanted.......oovmmrrrerensnnnn 99221 - Gun Safes For Sale....ovevec . 89520 - Reloading Equipment For Sale ...................85820
Appraisal SErVIiCeS........ommeermmmmerernnnnnn 99260 GUN Safes Wanted ... 99921 - Reloading Equipment Wanted.....................S5821
r /]
‘ CATEGORY: PRINT ONE WORD PER SPACE - TWO WORDS FREE ‘
‘ 1 2 3 4 5 & ‘
‘ 7 8 9 10 11 12 ‘
‘ 13 14 15 16 17 18 ‘
19 20 21 22 FREE FREE
‘ Please use additional sheet of paper for larger ads. ‘
MAIL completed form to: Firearms News, Dept. CL, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614
B or EMAIL ad and all information below to: FirearmsNews@outdoorsg.com N
PLEASE INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER FOR OUR RECORDS START DATE:
NAME
X 8pt plain @ 40¢ =
ADDRESS a
X 8pt bold @ 80¢ =
CITY STATE LIP X 100t bold @ $1.00 _
DAYTIME PHONE X 10pt bold caps @ $1.60 =
METHOD OF PAYMENT (payment due with ad placement) X12pthold @ $180 =
Check/Money Order Enclosed [IMASTERCARD [JIVISA [LIDISCOVER [ AMEX X12pt bold caps @ §2.20 =
X # of issue(s)
CARD # Exp. Date
MINIMUM: $4.00 $ Total
SIGNATURE
Charge will appear as “Bowhunter Magazine” Continue running until notified & charge credit card monthly
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GRADVEMIRIGUER

Height: 5.74"
Weight: 40.90z | 9mm & 40.10z | 45ACP (Empty Magazine)

Length: 8.56"
Recoil spring: 10lbs | 9mm & 16lbs | 45ACP

DESIGNED TO COMPETE
ENGINEERED TO WIN!

KIMBERAMERICA.COM




ROLLER DELAYED BLOWBACK PISTOL IN SMM.
BASED ON ORIGINAL HK® SPECS .

DEAD RINGERS FOR THE ORIGINALS ,‘
PRICE POINT ANY SHOOTER CAN AFFORD.
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