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The BANISH 9 is a full-size 9mm
suppressor for handguns and pistol-
caliber carbines featuring titanium
and aluminum body construction, 14
baffles, up to 34dB noise reduction,
user serviceability, and BANISH’s
new Micro Booster. Multiple
mounting options available.
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COMPENSATED

COMPACT
15+1 Capacity
Mitride Barrel Shown
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COMPENSATED

FULL SIZE
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The Sandman X is the pinnacle of Dead Air’'s unwavering
commitment to performance and an evolution to the
venerable Sandman line. The Sandman X incorporates
ecades of research to give users the most pleasurable
shooting experience possible by optimizing sound,
balancing backpressure, and eliminating flash to increase
performance for semi-automatic and bolt action rifles alike.
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FULL AUTO FLASH SUPPRESSION COMPACT

andi-Racker,com

The E Z way to Rack your Pistols

/

Release

Now Only $29.99 each

with FREE SHIPPING!

* Chamber and Unchamber Rounds

* Clear Jams
» Lock Slide Dealer

* 2 Sizes fit 98% Inquires Welcome
* Aids in assembly

* Aids in disassembly (51 5) 480-4905

www.Handi-Racker.com
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Professional Grade

11.5 Inch Carbine

- USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
- HPT/MP Inspected
- Mil-Spec F-Marked Forged Front Sight Base

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver
- USGI 1/7 Twist - Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups
without Hanguards

Standard 16 Inch Mid-Length
with BCM MCMR-15 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI

« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups
with BCM MCMR Rail Hanguards

MCMR-10

Free Float Handguard - FDE
M-LOK® Compatible Modular Rail
* Precision Machined 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy

BCM MCMR Handguards

In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15 Inches . . Starting at $209
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KMR Alpha 15

Free Float Handguard
KeyMod™ Compatible Mounting Slots
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM KMR Alpha Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15, 17 Inches . Starting at $209
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RAIDER-13

Free Float Handguard
M-LOK® Compatible Mounting Slots
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM RAIDER Handguards
In 10 and 13 Inch Length. . ..

BRAV(

COMPANY USA

Starting at $239

* HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM MCMR Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

Weaponry®
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Standard 7 Inch 300 Blackout

with BCM KMR-A5 KeyMod™ Handguard

- T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + .300 Blackout Chamber
- 1/7 Twist Continuous Taper Profile Barrel « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined + 762/300BLK Flash Hider

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

Chambered in .300 Blackout Starting at $770

Starting at $560

Standard 14.5 Inch Mld-Length

with BCM RAIDER-M13 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
- USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM RAIDER Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots
BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

with BCM RAIDER Rail Hanguards

5.56 NATO Chamber

Starting at $725 Starting at $765
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QRF-7 Quad Rail

Free Float Handguard
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM QRF Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 12 Inches

Starting at $209
PKMR and PMCR

Polymer Handguards
- High strength polymer, simple "drop Iin" design
- Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,

in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible,
in Carbine or Mid-Length

BCM Polymer Handguards . . . Starting at $21
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Rail Covers

- Avalilable in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible

BCM Rail Covers . . .. 5 Packs starting at $10
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Vertical
Grip
Mod 3

* Available in
Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod, M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM Vertical Grips Starting at $19

KAG
Kinesthetic
Angled Grip

* Available in Black or

Flat Dark Earth, in KeyMod, X
M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Plcatmny

BCM KAG Grips Starting at $19
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M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.
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NEWSSTAND — NEWS FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY

NEW MEXIGO DEPLOYING
FOREIGN MERGENARIES

TO ENFORCE 2ND AMENDMENT INFRINGEMENTS

s This a Subtle “Red Dawn” Scenario Crafted by Leftists”?

By David Codrea,
Politics Field Editor
allow eligible

N B M B 1on-citizens

to serve in law enforcement,” Police 1
reports. “On April 7, Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham signed Senate Bill
364, which allows people with work
authorization from the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services to
serve as LEOs.”

Sponsors of the bill included
Democrats Sen. Cindy Nava and
House Speaker Javier Martinez, both
endorsed as Moms Demand Action
“Gun Sense Candidates,” and Dem-
ocrat senators Michael Padilla and
Joseph Cervantes. They were joined
by NRA-endorsed Republican Sen.
Craig Brandt.

Reasons given for needing the bill
were “fewer recruits entering the
profession and more officers retiring
or leaving for other opportunities.”
Stated another way, that could be
characterized as doing the enforcing
Americans won’t do.

“SB 364 opens the door for individ-
uals who might otherwise have never
considered a career 1n law enforce-
ment — people who are already
working, living and contributing to
our communities but were previously
excluded from this essential work,”
Nava practically gushed.

There are reasons for that, rea-
sons that we sadly no longer expect

passes law to

8 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2025

Democrats to care about, but that “law
and order” Republicans like Brandt
ought to prioritize. That’s because

“the supreme Law of the Land,” the
Constitution these politicians swore an
oath to support, also includes in Arti-
cle VI a requirement that “all executive
... Officers... of the several States,”
including police officers, to “be bound
by Oath or Affirmation, to support
this Constitution.”

How 1s that loyalty supposed to
work with foreign nationals holding
competing allegiances? Consider how
few citizen cops are publicly urging
their brother officers to honor their
oaths when 1t comes to refusing to
follow unlawful orders that infringe
on the Second Amendment. This new
bill will authorize their foreign supple-
ments/replacements to disarm Amer-
ican citizens on U.S. soil, and New

(Shutterstock/BahbahAconk)

Mexico under Democrat rule will give
them plenty of opportunities.

In response to a criminals being
violent, Democrat Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham imposed a temporary
“emergency order” that banned all cit-
izens from carrying firearms in public
places throughout Bernalillo County,
scaled back to Albuquerque parks
and playgrounds after lawsuits from
“gun rights groups.” While she said
she won’t renew it, it’s pretty clear
what she’d like to do if she thought
she could. Besides, there are other
ways the state infringes.

Per Giffords Law Center, New
Mexico imposes, among other edicts,
“universal background checks,” so-
called “extreme risk protection orders’
petitioned by the police to disarm peo-
ple who have been accused (but not
charged or convicted) of posing a risk

>
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NEWSSTAND

to the safety of themselves or others,
“a seven-calendar-day waiting period
for the sale or purchase of a fire-
arm,” a child access prevention/”safe
storage” law, and carry permits with a
prior restraint training requirement.
And as expected, the Democrat-
dominated legislature is trying for more.
They introduced several gun-related
bills 1n 2025 that didn’t make 1t to
the floor, but you can bet they’ll be
back in the next legislative session.
Among these were red flag law-related
gun seizure bill, tightening firearm
dealer regulations, and firearms and
ammunition bans, notably SB 279,
the oxymoronically named GOSAFE
Act, targeting “gas-operated semiau-
tomatic firearms and large-capacity
[holding over 10 rounds!] ammunition
feeding devices” described by NRA
as “a near all-encompassing ban on
commonly owned firearms.”

Considering the Democrat/
Republican split in the New Mexico
legislature (44D-26R 1n the House,
26D-16R 1n the Senate), things don’t
look hopeful for next year.

And, consistent with the sudden
political demand for issuing badges
and guns to non-citizens, in April,
Lujan Grisham deployed the National
Guard 1n response to another Albu-
querque crime “‘emergency.”

As with all things “progressive,”
giving foreign nationals police powers
1s nothing new. In 2023, Firearms
News reported on a Nevada bill to
authorize hiring green card holders
and Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) recipients, noting
Colorado, Vermont, West Virginia,
Louisiana, and Maine do not have
police citizenship requirements. And
per Police Magazine, “the Chicago
Police Department will allow any

immigrant with a work authorization
from U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services to become an officer.
This 1s also true for many local
agencies throughout the state of
Hawaii. The Cincinnati Police
Department requires only that officers
have a pending citizenship application
on file with the federal government.
Other agencies 1n the country require
potential recruits be legal permanent
residents or green-card holders.”

The thought of foreign nationals
abridging American’s rights evokes
nothing so much as the deployment
of Hessian mercenaries to fight
patriots in the War for Independence.
That these non-citizens will have
the power to enforce citizen
disarmament edicts makes fair the
question, “With police officers like
these, who needs blue helmeted
UN troops?” Kl

ATF SEEKS TO CRIMINALIZE

‘PINNED AND WELDED’ MUZZLE DEVIGES

Are We Honestly Dealing With Rogue Agents or a

Duplicitous Administration®

By Darwin Nercesian, News Field Editor

rights for as long as I have, chances

are you were thrilled to show
Kamala the door last November, but
your expectations for a pro-Second
Amendment Trump administration
were tempered at best, and increasing-
ly dismal the deeper you looked into
it. If that’s how you felt, I'd say you
have a realistic perspective. Believe
me, I wish I could survive on words
and promises, but years spent on this
earth have taught me that the most
reliable model for predicting future
behavior 1s past behavior. Another

If you’ve been keeping score on gun
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relevant life lesson 1s to avoid getting
sidetracked by distractions, positive
or negative, while maintaining focus
on the bigger picture. That’s why 1t
comes as no surprise that the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) i1s once again tar-
geting gun owners with 1ts “now 1t’s
legal, now i1t’s not” routine, an all too
familiar infringement dance for the
firearms community.

We’ve been through this together
with bump stocks, pistol braces, FRT
triggers, and countless others, but
1t’s once more 1nto the breach, dear

(Firearms News photo)

friends, once more, this time concern-
ing the long-since approved practice of
pining and welding a muzzle device to
a barrel to achieve a “permanent” legal
length of at least sixteen inches. (Muz-
zle devices used in pin-and-weld cus-
tom gunsmithing include flash hiders,
muzzle brakes, barrel extensions, fake
suppressors, etc.) Plans for this new
wave of attacks on our Constitution-
ally protected liberties were uncovered
recently due to a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request from the
Second Amendment advocacy group,
Gun Owners of America (GOA).
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What GOA has uncovered may
seem like yet another rogue agent
working against the promises of
United States Attorney General Pam
Bondi and her big, beautiful boss,
the President, but as a subordinate
who can easily be fired, something
the Trump administration is known
for being quite good at, can we really
call these actions rogue if the agent
still has a job? Ahhh, therein lies the
conflict. Suppose our anti-American,
anti-Constitution agent still wears an
ATF badge. In that case, this person
1s acting at the behest of superiors,
who start to seem either apathetic or
straight-up two-faced at some point.

Well, surprise, surprise, she does
continue to report for duty at the ATF,
and the treasonous little snake 1s no
stranger when 1t comes to attacking
gun rights or being a complete imbe-
cile. So, don’t bother getting up, and
please, give a not-so-warm welcome to
Eve E. Eisenbice, the subversive reptile
behind such hits as claiming a water
bottle could be considered a firearm,
classifying a cheek rest as a stock 1n
order to charge a gun owner under the
National Firearms Act of 1934 (NFA),
and testifying in court that possession
of pillows and potatoes can potentially
count as suppressors. I know my sar-
casm and abrasive disposition towards
these traitors might make you wonder
if I'm simply attributing ridiculous hy-
perbole to Eisenbice’s “career,” but I'm
not. She did those things, and really 1s
that stupid and dishonest.

So, how did her latest mastery of the
perfidious arts come about? Great ques-
tion! The ATF’s Firearms Technology
Industry Services Branch (FTISB) was
involved 1n a case concerning a Beretta
pistol imported by Amchar Wholesale.
The firearm 1n question used the stan-
dard blind pin method to pin and weld
the muzzle device to the barrel. This
involves installing the device, drilling a
small hole in it that penetrates slightly
into the barrel’s threads, inserting a
steel pin to prevent the device from
being unscrewed, and then welding over
the pin to secure it in place.
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What the ATF did 1n this case was
place the pistol in a bench vise, attach
a breaker bar, and apply an obscene
amount of torque. What this accom-
plishes causes permanent damage
that will require the firearm to be
rebarreled to function once again as it
was meant to. That 1s precisely what
the agency did. They broke the gun 1n
order to say that the muzzle device did
not meet the permanent requirement.

Unfortunately, this i1s the best and
safest method to permanently affix a
muzzle device, as welding its circum-
ference directly to the barrel can
damage the heat treatment, raising
safety concerns due to the likelthood
of a catastrophic failure. And let’s
be clear, any monkey with a breaker
bar can destroy a firearm the way the
ATF did. It’s simple physics. But the
fact remains that a pinned and welded
muzzle device cannot be removed
without modification or destruction
of the barrel’s integrity.

You may be reading this, wondering
if we haven’t yet found the right loop-
hole to avoid having a barrel slightly
shorter than sixteen inches not count as
a short-barreled rifle (SBR) under the
NFA, requiring an onerous paperwork
and approval process along with an
illegal tax stamp on a Constitutional
right to the tune of $200. The problem
1s that this pin-and-weld method 1sn’t a
loophole. It 1s a lawfully approved and
widely used practice, as confirmed by a
2006 letter from the ATF.

If the ATF continues to be allowed
to run roughshod over law-abiding
gun owners like they have ad nause-
am, the results could be quite terri-
fying. Legally compliant rifles could
become 1illegally possessed NFA items
overnight, a charge that carries a
hefty prison sentence. This 1s a horri-
fying manner of destroying the lives
of Americans and their families at the
treacherous impulse of dishonest gov-
ernment employees and agencies, and
it’s all happening under the noses of
senior officials like Pam Bondi, Dan-

iel P. Driscoll, acting director of the
ATF, and President Trump himself.

What’s worse 1s that the solution
1s so simple. It mvolves little more
than a flick of the pen and less than a
minute of conversation. What 1s that
solution? Fire this loser. And I mean
100% out on her ass. Do not pass go.
Do not collect $200. A fortuitous tax
stamp reference, perhaps? No benefits,
no pension, just a straight march to
the unemployment line and a good
riddance salute. So why the crickets
from our supposed Second Amend-
ment crusading leaders? That can only
be answered one way if they don’t
take swift action. They are complicit,
by order or by turning a blind eye.
It doesn’t matter which one, because
either scenario 1s a death knell for any
more fake talk from the administration
and the Department of Justice (DOJ).

My final thoughts on the subject
concern the fact that this conversation
should never have reached the ears of
any American. First of all, the Second
Amendment 1s neither long, convoluted,
nor complex. It requires no interpre-
tation from the literate. Second, for a
barrel to meet the arbitrary sixteen-inch
legal rifle length with a pinned and weld-
ed muzzle device, 1t typically needs to
be between 13.9 inches and 14.5 inches.
Is 2.1 inches or any such measurement
really what we're spending millions to
litigate and destroying lives over? The
NFA 1tself 1s a significant stain on the
integrity of the American government
and the oaths taken by politicians and
judges to preserve and defend the Con-
stitution. As long as 1t exists, alongside
all other gun laws on the books, includ-
ing the Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA)
and the Hughes Amendment in 1986,
these charlatans will continue to soil the
sacrifices of so many brave Americans
who paid the ultimate price for our
freedom and liberty.
Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun
rights advocate and shooter of targets
far, far away. As a News Field Editor
at Firearms News, Darwin writes about
the Second Amendment, firearms, and
related gear. Follow him on Instagram,

X, and YouTube @ DTOE_Official. 3
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GUN POLITIGS By pavid Codrea | Political Field Editor

David Codrea is the winner of multiple journalist awards for investigating/defending the RKBA and a long-time gun owner rights
advocate who defiantly challenges the folly of citizen disarmament. In addition to being a reqular featured contributor for Firearms
News, he blogs at “The War on Guns: Notes from the Resistance,” and posts on Iwitter: @dcodrea and Facebook.

SUPPRESSOR AND SHORT BARREL

FIREARM FIGHT

And Where Are
the Silencer and
Short-Barred Rifle
Regulations
Going”?

[ Author’s Note: This article is being writ-
ten as developments and new circumstances
unknown at this time are still unfolding. |

‘ ‘ enate Minority Leader
SChuck Schumer (D-N.Y.)
will fight to strike a
provision making gun silencers more
easily accessible from the GOP’s ‘big,
beautiful bill,” Axios 1s reporting.
He intends to stop the House’s provi-
sion to “remove... silencers from the
National Firearms Act, scrapping a
$200 customer and manufacturer tax
on firearm silencers and wiping out
federal registration requirements.”
Schumer i1s fraudulently arguing
that “removing silencers from the
National Firearm Act violates the
requirement that provisions in the bill
be budget related,” and if he succeeds,
that will sink it in the “Byrd bath,”

named for the late Democrat (and Ku
Klux Klan) leader Robert Byrd. To
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liven up the show he’s “rally[ing] gun
violence victims and gun advocacy
groups...to oppose the measure,”
meaning, unsurprisingly, it’s typical
gun-grabber sleight of mind designed
to overwhelm critical thinking and
appeal to emotion.

Of course, eliminating a tax is
budget related. So, unsurprisingly,
gun prohibitionists resort to doing
what they do best: Lie.

60 House Democrats, chafing
because they couldn’t stop it in
their chamber, have made the same
argument as Schumer 1n a letter to

(Shutterstock/Guy J. Sagi)

Mike Crapo, Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Finance, and Chuck
Grassley, Chairman of the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary. They
knew that wouldn’t work, but 1t’s a
media move, designed to fuel scare
tactic propaganda so that polls will
“prove” Americans agree with them.
The uninformed/ignorant ones who
can be spooked by serial deceptions
about “silencers” clearly do.

And the deceptions don’t stop
there. Sen. Elizabeth Warren was
wringing her hands on X.com, wailing
that removing silencers from the NFA
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GUN POLITICS

will “make 1t easier for ANYONE—
violent criminals included—to get
their hands on one of these dangerous
silencers,” despite the fact that they
would still be regulated by the Gun
Control Act of 1968 and nothing has
changed that would authorize pro-
hibited persons to obtain them and
commit more crimes.

“Mass murderers use silencers so
their targeted victims can’t hear the
gun shots, and they can kill more
people who don’t flee when the
shooting begins,” Sen. Chris Murphy
absurdly claimed 1n an orchestrated
presser flanked by Schumer, Gabby
Giffords” husband Sen. Mark Kelly,
and a gaggle of useful idiots from
Giffords, Brady, and Moms Demand
Action. “That’s why we MUST stop
the Republican effort to pad the
profits of the gun industry by ending
background checks on silencers.”

export of commercial suppressors
will have to be fixed separately. That
1s something we’ve actively worked on
for quite some time and hope to fix it
in the near future.”

“Law-abiding Americans should
have never been taxed for a safety
device that helps prevent irreversible
damage to one of their senses while
exercising their constitutional rights,”
Williams stressed. “It’s time to remove
suppressors from the yoke of the

punitive NFA tax scheme once and
for all!”

Forgetting Something?

All this emphasis on suppressors
and 1t’s fair to ask: What about
short-barreled firearms? Wasn’t it
supposed to be a package deal?

Of the majors, Gun Owners of
America (GunOwners.org) 1s loudly
pushing for inclusion of the “Stop

cover to try for as little as they can get
away with.

Does All This Seem Unnecessarily
Complicated to You?

“Why 1s this all being done via the
budget reconciliation process?” a gun
owner who knows perfectly well what
the words “shall not be infringed”
mean might ask. Hey, why would you
even need standalone bills to remove
silencers and short barrel firearms
from an NFA that wouldn’t even
exist if the Second Amendment were
observed by those who swear oaths to
support the Constitution?

We deal with where we are, and as
things stand, per the legislation track-
ing website Govtrack, the Hearing
Protection Act offered on its own only
has a “2%"” chance of being enacted,
and the SHORT Act ( “Stop Harass-
ing Owners of Rifles Today™) is given

“Law-abiding Americans should have never been taxed for a safety device
that helps prevent irreversible damage to one of their senses while
exercising their constitutional rights,” Willlams stressed.

Warren and Murphy offer but two
representative examples. Pick any
prominent Democrat in politics and
you could no doubt come up with
more hyperbole, more hysterics, and
more flat-out lies, or we could just
come to terms with a measured
statement grounded 1n reality.

“If suppressors are removed from
the NFA, existing records of
suppressors in the National Firearms
Registration and Transfer Record
(NFRTR) will be destroyed,” Knox
Williams, President & Executive
Director of the American Suppressor
Association told Firearms News 1n re-
sponse to a question about procedural
changes to be expected. “18 U.S.C. §
922(b)(3) specifies that you can’t sell
any firearms other that rifles and shot-
guns to consumers outside the state
in which they reside,” he replied to
another query, and when asked about
foreign trade added “I believe import/
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Harassing Owners of Rifles Today
(SHORT) Act, which would elimi-
nate the unconstitutional National
Firearms Act (NFA) tax and registry
requirements for short-barreled rifles
and shotguns,” in addition to the
suppressor change.

“In a post praising the suppressor
language, Gun Owners of America
called on 1ts supporters to ask the
Senate to deregulate these other
types of firearms as well,” MeatEater.
com notes 1n 1ts analysis. “The NRA
did not make a similar call in their
statement on the bill, which could be
due to the other point of conflict: it’s
unclear if the Senate will be allowed
to deregulate suppressors as part of
its reconciliation process.”

It could be, but that doesn’t mean
you don’t ask and make your expecta-
tions known to people who owe their
seats of power to mobilized members.
Otherwise, you're just giving them

a “0%"” prognosis. By including such
measures in the reconciliation bill,
which works on a straight majority
and can’t be filibustered, the hope 1s
Democrats will want spending they
can horse trade for badly enough to
concede on the gun measures (and
that gun owners will feel good enough
about what theyre getting to concede
on the crippling debt it will take to get
the bill agreed to by both parties).

Besides, what will Democrats really
be giving up?

Because suppressors are illegal in
states where they rule, including, per a
simple Google Al search, “California,
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Massachu-
setts, New York, New Jersey, Rhode
Island, [and] the District of Colum-
bia... While suppressors are legal to
own 1n Connecticut and Vermont,
they are prohibited for hunting pur-
poses 1n these states.” Nothing about
the budget bill will change that.
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GUN POLITICS

As for short-barreled firearms,
querying for which states they are
illegal in shows similar results, with
the Big Three, California, New York,
and Illino1s, topping the list, with
regulations so strict that “civihian™
ownership 1s effectively blocked.

A World of Difference

“Why are some foreign countries
less restrictive on suppressors and
short barrel firearms than many ‘blue
states’?” 1s a fair question to ask.
While ownership 1s not unregulated,
and mandatory prior restraints are
imposed, including licensing with
attendant approval requirements,
registration, and usage requirements
(e.g., for hunting), the fact 1s citizens
in several other nations are allowed
to own items denied to millions of
Americans in the land of the Second
Amendment.

“In many European countries,
silencers (also called suppressors
or sound moderators) are permitted
for hunting and sport shooting, and
are sometimes even considered a
standard accessory. However, the
specific regulations and ease of access
vary significantly between countries.
For example, in some countries like
Finland and Norway, silencers are
relatively easy to acquire for licensed
firearm owners, while 1n others, like
Italy, they are restricted to govern-
ment agencies,” Google’s Al overview
reports. Among the listed “countries
where silencers are generally
permitted for certain uses” are the
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Sweden,
and surprisingly, the UK, where
“Silencers are treated as controlled
components and require an entry
on the owner’s firearms license.”
Regarding the UK, known for its
extremely restricted gun ownership,
deer hunters are actually encouraged
by the government to hunt with
suppressors installed in order to
not disturb livestock on nearby
farms. Even before the Russian
invasion, licensed Ukrainian gun
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owners could (and still can) buy rifle
suppressors over the counter to
protect their hearing.

Just when you thought i1t was not
possible to make Chris Murphy and
Elizabeth Warren look even more
ridiculous, here comes Europe
deeming such devices beneficial
and therefore legal.

Similar to silencers, a search reveals
“Several countries allow civilian
ownership of short-barrel firearms,
though regulations vary significant-
ly...” One with regulations that puts
Democrat states to shame 1s Panama,
where Money Talks News reported
“Short-barreled rifles and shotguns
are legal.”

At this writing, what the Senate
will do with the “One Big
Beautiful Bill” 1s undecided. Serious
gun owner advocates are striving
to create enough pressure can on
Republicans to add short barrel
firearms into the mix with suppres-
sors. And Republicans are looking
to Parliamentarian of the Senate
Elizabeth MacDonough to make her
determination on if such measures

(Shutterstock/Guy J. Sagi)

will survive the “Byrd bath” or
become “Byrd droppings.”

If gun owners do end up with
any rollback on restrictions, never
discount the chronic persistence of
Democrats who lose legislatively
to then take a complaint to one of
their apparatchik district judges for
a nationwide injunction. That,
of course, would create a whole
new series of hurdles to clear
while delayed rights continue to

be denied.

EDITOR’S NOTE: At the time of
publishing, the Big Beautiful Bill went
through the Senate without the removal
of suppressors, short-barreled rifles,
short-barreled shotguns, and AOWs
from the unconstitutional National
Firearms Act of 1934. The $200 tax
was eliminated (machineguns and
destructive devices still require the

tax be paid), but excessive penalties
for victimless violations (from 10-30
years in prison) of the NFA are still

in effect. G
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SPECGIAL-
-REPORT

By Darwin Nercesian | News Field Editor

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun rights advocate and shooter of targets far, far away. As a News Field Editor at Firearms News,
Darwin writes about the Second Amendment, firearms, and related gear. Follow him on Instagram, X, and Youlube @DTOE_Official.

SGCOTUS FAILS
AMERICANS AGAIN,

KICKING GUN RIGHTS FURTHER DOWN THE HOAD

The U.S. Supreme Court Has Become an Anti-Second
Amendment Outlet for Toothless Opinions

onths have passed as gun
owners have waited with bated
breath for the United States
Supreme Court’s decision to either
grant or deny certiorari on a pair of
pivotal Second Amendment cases.
Unfortunately, after being relisted ad
nauseam, the Court’s leftist majority
has chosen not to hear arguments

in Snope v. Brown and Ocean State
Tactical v. Rhode Island, a decision that
will cost taxpayers unknown millions
in future litigation and put law-abiding
Americans in the crosshairs of tyran-
nical state governments operating far
outside Constitutional bounds.

Ocean State Tactical v. Rhode Island
challenged whether a retrospective
and confiscatory ban on the posses-
sion of standard-capacity magazines
violates the Second Amendment and
whether dispossessing citizens of
their lawfully acquired property
without compensation violates the
Fifth Amendment. The case rode the
bench to the tune of fifteen relists
prior to being denied. Snope v. Brown
sought to address the Constitutional-
ity of Maryland’s ban on semiauto-
matic rifles, including America’s most
popular rifle, the AR-15. This case
was relisted eleven times before being
denied certiorari.
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Good News First: Thomas & Alito
Justice Thomas and Justice Alito
have been the Court’s only true conser-
vatives, and both would have granted
certiorar1 on these cases mentioned
above. While Justice Thomas 1s a solid
originalist, Justice Alito has described
himself as a “practical originalist,”
believing the Constitution has a fixed
meaning by which it would have been
understood at the time 1t was written,
emphasizing the importance of inter-
preting the Constitution rather than
distorting, adding to, or subtracting
from 1t. The distinction 1s certainly

more pronounced when comparing
these Justices to the fake conservatives,
such as Roberts, Barrett, and Gorsuch,
which explains why Justices Thomas
and Alito tend to be well aligned when
it comes to the Second Amendment.

“Best People” Fantasy

Earlier, I mentioned the Court’s
leftist majority, which may have had a
few people scratching their heads, so
let’s take a look at the scorecard for a
moment because I'm about to obliterate
the “best people” fantasy we've been
sold about a 63 conservative majority.
Jackson, Sotomayor, and Kagan are all
dyed-in-the-wool far-left activist judges.
Nothing new there. Roberts has long
been known as the Court’s swing vote,
which 1s a nice way of saying that his
principles are more compromised than
conservative. Barrett has increasingly ce-
mented herself as a staunch member of
the Court’s liberal wing, recently helping
to bring home Democrat wins against
homemade guns and siding with lifetime
firearm bans for those with misdemean-
or domestic violence convictions.

Gorsuch

Don’t let Gorsuch fool you either. I'll
confess to having high hopes, but there
1S zero 1ntegrity in his claim to be a
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Constitutional originalist, and he clear-
ly admitted to 1t during his confirmation
hearings. When asked about the Second
Amendment, and specifically the
National Firearms Act of 1934 (NFA),
he never once referenced the plain text
of the Constitution, instead leaning
only on precedent as 1f the flawed Heller
decision that did not frame the true
intent of the Second Amendment was
tattooed on his tongue. And don’t get
me started on the Bondi v. VanDerStok
massacre, where he not only contrib-
uted to a 7-2 liberal wing majority,

but proudly authored the opinion

that granted the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives
(ATF) open season on firearms parts
kits and homemade guns, a tradition
dating back to the Founding era. While
Gorsuch did vote to grant certiorari

in Snope and Ocean State, this man 1s
confused, at best, about who he 1s and
what he believes in, or he’s just putting
on a show for conservatives because he
knew the majority would deny hearing
the cases regardless.

Kavanaugh

Then there’s Kavanaugh, a feckless
coward who voted against granting
certiorar1 only to turn around and
1ssue a statement “respecting the denial
of certiorar1” that sounds more like a
spineless “apology letter,” cringeworthy
enough that I had to read 1t three times
just to believe i1t was real. “In short, un-
der this Court’s precedents, the Fourth
Circuit’s decision is questionable,”
Kavanaugh wrote 1n his statement.

The 4th Circuit’s decision wasn’t just
“questionable,” 1t stood 1n willful defi-
ance of the United States Constitution
and the natural rights of Americans,
but let’s say that 1t was “questionable.”
How then might one describe your
laissez-faire attitude towards such a
foundational 1ssue, arguably among
the core liberties you've sworn to pre-
serve and defend? I'd say that makes
your judgeship and indeed your seat
on the Supreme Court questionable.

“Although the Court today denies
certiorari, a denial of certiorari does
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not mean that the Court agrees with a
lower-court decision or that the 1ssue
1s not worthy of review,” Kavanaugh
continued. You know what, Brett?
That’s precisely what 1t means, you
duplicitous Democrat shill. You

have some nerve, condescending to
Americans with this morally inept
vomit and expecting us to lap 1t up
like lambs rushing to slaughter. He
wasn’t done yet, however, letting his
anti-Second Amendment flag soar as
he vowed to leave the future of AR-15
possession 1n the hands of states so
unscrupulous that they hardly resem-
ble American territories.

“The AR-15 1ssue was recently
decided by the First Circuit and 1s cur-
rently being considered by several other
Courts of Appeals. Opinions from oth-
er Courts of Appeals should assist this
Court’s ultimate decisionmaking on the
AR-15 1ssue,” said Kavanaugh. Anyone
want to guess where those “several
other Courts of Appeals” are located?
California, Connecticut, Illinois, and
New Jersey. He’s telling 1t to conser-
vatives in plain English. Those are the
opinions Kavanaugh 1s waiting for to
guide him 1n the future. Let that sink 1n.
And speaking of the future...

“Additional petitions for certio-
rar1 will likely be before this Court
shortly and, in my view, this Court
should and presumably will address
the AR—135 1ssue soon, in the next
Term or two,” Kavanaugh concluded.
This 1ssue has been at the forefront
of political debate for almost 40
years, but Kavanaugh seems eager to
allow rogue leftist states to subjugate
Americans with additional bad faith
legislation before he’ll consider hear-
ing arguments on core Constitutional
principles. Allow me to put this in
perspective. These cases can some-
times take years to progress through
the courts and reach the Supreme
Court. Those are years that Amer-
icans are unable to enjoy the rights
guaranteed to them by the Constitu-
tion, making any claim that ties free-
dom and liberty to the United States
tantamount to false advertising. Does

the government intend to compensate
citizens for those years they’ll never
get back? I won’t hold my breath.

“It shocks me how a President
who wants to deport illegal immiu-
grants or wants to cut wasteful and
fraudulent government spending can
get addressed by the Supreme Court
literally two days later, but this issue,
which has been kicking around now
the better part of two decades, yeah
the Supreme Court’s not quite ready
to get around to 1t” Washington Gun
Law president William Kirk recently
expressed on his YouTube channel.

What’s more disturbing 1s that the
Supreme Court’s denial of certiorari
on these cases now empowers leftist
“states” to pass and enforce bans, and
even confiscation 1in the meantime,
which will likely lead to standoffs, early
morning raids, and loss of life as some
Americans, undoubtebly, will not be so
willing to comply with tyrrany, and we
all know how quick to the trigger .gov
1s when 1t comes to gun owners. That
blood 1s on your hands, Brett, and the
rest of your anti-Second Amendment
cohorts. Perhaps that’s why you wear
those black robes, symbolizing the
mourning of our Constitution and the
Americans you threw to the wolves.

The proof 1s in the rotten pudding
on this one. The Supreme Court 1s
telling us, without any clarification
necessary, that the Second Amend-
ment 1s a second-class right that they
may get to 1n the future, once the
anti-Second Amendment lobby gives
them their marching orders, of course.
They are willing to allow the govern-
ment to spend countless millions of
your tax dollars to litigate your rights
away while Americans spend more of
their hard-earned money to fight back
against the criminals they are being
forced to fund. They are willing to
stage future violent confrontations and
place citizens in imminent danger from
rogue states and authorities being used
as Jjack-booted thugs to enforce their
subversion of the Constitution. We
were sold a lie, and now we suffer the
consequences of that deception. Kl
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CARRYING CONGEALED

GCARRY GUN

By James Tarr | Field Editor

Whether you practice a lot with your carry gun or haven’t
pulled the magazine out since before the last Presidential
election, if you carry it a lot, it requires some maintenance.
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MAINTENANGE

our carry gun is a piece of
Ylife—saving equipment, and 1t re-

quires some regular inspection
at a minimum 1f you carry regularly,
even 1f you rarely shoot 1t. And not
just your gun—also your magazines,
your carry ammo, and—if you’ve
decided to go that route—your optic.

First, 1f you don’t know what I'm

talking about, chances are you've never
really carried a gun for any length of
time. Even 1f youre open carrying as
a private citizen or a cop in uniform,
your gun will have a little dirt and
debris collect on 1t as 1t moves through
the world. But if you're carrying con-
cealed your pistol will become a lint
trap even 1f the holster covers 1t from
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the muzzle all the way up to the rear
sight. Lint, dust, grit, sweat, you name
1t—it all finds 1ts way onto and into
your piece as you live your life. Cracks
and corners are natural attractors
to lint, and any lube on your pistol
anywhere close to the surface will draw
gunk like a magnet draws metal filings.
Some covering garments are worse
than others. In the summer, when I'm
wearing a Hawanan shirt over it, 1t
takes a few days before a noticeable
amount of lint collects in the ejection
port of my gun. But in the winter,
if I'm wearing a thick soft cotton
sweatshirt or plaid flannel? Dust-
bunnies can collect in a day and turn
parts of my gun gray.

At first, the lint just sticks to your
sights and the exterior of your gun,
but eventually 1t works 1ts way 1nside.

Carry guns get dusty and linty—this is
just a couple days under a thin Hawai-
ian shirt. That dust/lint gets inside your
gun, and you will need to clean it out.



RITY TO THE

| - " .-|
T— . ] T M e ‘s
c R IR . ] CimE r o T T o [
Hornody v - SR IR a M T S
EESUmITY j o o, i : w Vel £ 4 hige 0 . |
T J e F A ] v B
" . . i Tralti, B ]

- ' e . o : 11 - 4% N [ I'-’ el 1 d

M I''l’'s 1 1 §® ® E n A T = 4 T el R

v y di A S
E?En!g-'fﬁ'

SRR T B Fo®OE

o | 1K

e h nE P N i = = T . ‘-- :
_ o e SE, B
| s 3 B R ' i : I & ® = B8N ' - :
r s e -
I a0 ll“_-L > 1
s » ¢ ® 0 :“'%!a'.,j.}h". h \ Ay
y 1 m ® e } 3 :
2 . “ I
- i I _._I "I
a2 8 v 2 B | | . |
g r I E | . .. | h:
g s ¢t 0 1t .- ; _tﬂ
;ﬂfﬁhf . N 70
ITl o B 1 AP ' :
By ¢ B E I‘
g #» ¢ 8 ]
-, Ry s a |
. B g0t ]
| "L g K
i
. LN g B
LY

Or anywhere you want with

e Modular design can be transported piece by piece and assembled in any
room you choose

e Personalize the interior with the flexible Square-Lok" organization system
e One-hour 2300°F FireShield protection with heat-activated door seals

e Three different sizes to fit your security needs

INNOVATIVE

e ot MODULAR DESIGN X

hornadysecurity.com/mobilis

FEATURING
SOUARE-LOK

15 [oremed Ky

SECURITY. 1-800-338-3220 | hornadysecurity.com




CARRYING CONCEALED

Index marks on your optic’s screws are
a great way to make sure they haven’t
loosened. LTT used blue Loctite to
secure the screws on this custom Glock
43X, and then used the Loctite to make
hashmarks—two birds, one stone.

Blow and wipe your carry gun clean
every day (especially your sights/optic,
[ hate when there’s lint hanging on my
front sight) and once every week or
two fieldstrip 1t, wipe down the inside,
and reapply whatever lube 1s necessary.
Dirty guns, and lubed guns, collect
more schmutz than clean dry guns,
but while some designs seem to work
just as well dry, you should keep your
pistol lightly lubed. Just be aware that
lube loves lint. Or vice versa.

If you’ve made the decision to
mount an optic on your carry gun,
that 1s an additional piece of gear
you need to regularly inspect and
maintain—more often and more
rigorously than your gun, 1n fact, as
1t 1s a comparatively delicate battery-
powered piece of electronics. Make
sure it is still working, the dot not just
on but the controls functioning as
designed. Make sure the mount to the
slide 1s still rock solid, and that what-
eVer SCrews you've got in your setup
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Tarr carried

this 1911 and
practiced with it
every day for a
decade, and his
hand wore the
bluing down to
bare metal. Mod-
ern pistols have
better finishes,
but you still need
to check for wear
and rust.

are still tight. I recommend witness
marks on your screws using a paint
pen so you can visually confirm these
haven’t backed out. That optic 1s like
a car tire—Iit requires certain condi-
tions for 1t to perform properly, and
just when you stop paying attention to
it 1s the time when you get a flat.

If you don’t regularly shoot/practice
with your carry gun, first, shame on
you. You are such a disappointment
to your mother and I. However, for
those of you who do, you understand
that magazines wear and, occasionally,
break, especially if you’re practicing
magazine changes and dropping them
on the floor. Even if youre not doing
that, you should be inspecting your
mags to make sure the feed lips haven’t
been bent, or that the basepad 1sn’t
cracked. If that magazine has been 1n
your lint-collecting carry gun, that lint
will have worked 1ts way down mside
the mag as well. Unload it from time
to time, check the spring tension, and
wipe down the cartridges. Disassem-
bling your magazines isn’t a bad idea
either. Put a rag or cloth on the end
of a cleaning rod and push it through
the magazine body, and use that rag to
wipe down the spring. But DO NOT
LUBE the mnsides of your magazines.

Back 1n the day when I first started
carrying a gun, mine all had blued
finishes, which means i1t didn’t take
long at all for that bluing to wear and
my sweat to start to rust the steel.

With modern guns, that really 1sn’t

an 1ssue. You've got all of these great
metal coatings like nitriding, PVD,
DLC, etc., plus most of the frames on
modern CCW guns are polymer, but

you should still take your gun out every
once 1n a while, and look 1t over, just 1n
case. Polymer holsters wear off finishes
faster than leather, sometimes down to
bare metal, and quite often your sights
will not have the same coatings as your
slide and you could find a spot of rust
there especially 1f you live in hot humid
environs. Surface rust doesn’t affect
function, but who wants a rusty gun?
Finally, ammo. You should have your
carry gun stuffed with the finest hollow-
points you can afford. That ammo ain’t
cheap, but the good news 1s that, left
alone, 1t will still work years and even
decades later provided you don’t bake
it In an oven or soak 1t underwater.
However, 1f you cycle those cartridges
in and out of your magazine, you might
see wear. And 1if you're cycling rounds
in and out of your chamber (taking
out your pricey JHPs to practice with
bulk FMJ at the range, then reloading
your carry gun when you're done) you
could experience bullet setback. When
chambering cartridges, the bullet nose
hits the feed ramp on the way in, and 1f
you do this enough times to the same
cartridge you could push the bullet
more deeply into the case. This can
not just affect feeding reliability but
cause a spike in pressure. When you
unload your magazine for inspection/
maintenance, line your carry ammo up
in a row and check to see if any of the
cartridges are significantly shorter than
the others, or if any cases are dented,
etc. Set those aside and replace them
with fresh ones.

Cycling your carry ammo in and out of
your chamber will, eventually, cause
bullet setback (center). Inspect your
ammo, and your magazines, for wear,
not just your gun.
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER By pavid M. Fortier | Executive Editor

THE .50 PEACEKEEPER

| ooking Back at How J.D. Jones Packed 80% of the
00 BMG’s Performance Into a 13-Pound Ritle!

nti-materiel rifles chambered
Afor the .50 Browning Machine

Gun (12.7x99mm NATO)
cartridge have long been of interest to
both shooters and collectors. While
many shooters love the brute power
and performance of this big cartridge,
it does come at a price. The down-
side to .50 BMG rifles, like Barrett’s
MS&2, besides their recoil and blast, 1s
simply their size and weight. They are
physically large and very heavy which
makes them less mobile. One person
who took note of this over 20 years
ago was J.D. Jones of SSK Industries.
He responded by developing the little
known .50 Peacekeeper cartridge.
This was designed to provide 80% of
the power of a .50 Browning Machine
Gun cartridge while fitting into a con-
ventional size and weight rifle. How
about a 650-grain bullet launched at
2,400 fps from a 13-pound rifle?

For this column, I decided to roll
back the pages of time and re-exam-
ine this interesting design capable of
firing heavy armor piercing, armor-
piercing incendiary and armor-piercing
incendiary tracer projectiles. J.D. based
his .50 Peacekeeper cartridge on Roy
Weatherby’s impressive .460 Weatherby
Magnum. Introduced in 1938, Roy’s
460 was designed for one purpose, to
take over the title of the World’s most
powerful commercial cartridge. He
accomplished this by necking his .378
Weatherby case up to .4358. Factory
ammunition was advertised at pushing
a 500-grain bullet at a bone crushing
2,700 fps generating §,095 ft-1bs. of
muzzle energy. More than enough
power to knock the British .600 Nitro
Express (which churns up a mere 7,600
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Two .50 Peacekeeper cartridges dwarf the .45-70 Government on the left and the
5.56x45mm NATO on the right.

ft-1bs.) from its throne. With a pull of
the trigger, Roy’s .460 WM handed
out judgment on big game animals
in a manner not seen outside of Old
Testament fire and brimstone.

Of course, 1t wasn’t long after the
460 WM’s introduction before people
began trying to “improve” it or utilize
it for purposes other than smiting el-
ephants. Fred Wells is the first person
known to have necked the .460 Weath-
erby Magnum up to .50 caliber. His
wildcat cartridge became known as
the .510 Wells and 1t caught the atten-
tion of J.D. Jones of SSK Industries.
J.D. 1s of course well-known for his
handgun hunting exploits, his line of
proprietary Whisper cartridges, and
his blunt no nonsense writing.

J.D. began experimenting with the
510 Wells with a military application
in mind. However, as he worked with
it he decided 1t wasn’t quite what he
was looking for. So, he set out to
change the dimensions to better suite
his needs and performance goals.
The first thing he did was open up
the throat of the reamer to enable it
to handle .50 BMG projectiles. This
would allow both .50-caliber hunting
bullets and projectiles intended for
use in the .50 BMG to be utilized.
Next, he tightened the dimensions to
improve case life.

The result of his handiwork will
drive a 650-grain .50 BMG projec-
tile at 2,400 fps from a short 23-inch
barrel. Not only that but 1t will do
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER

it from a conventional 13-pound

bolt action rifle. The cartridge 1s
capable of using everything from the
750-grain A-MAX down to surplus
630-grain .50 BMG ball projectiles,
and even lighter hunting bullets. Pow-
er wise 1t’s similar to the old .5 Vickers
(12.7x81mm) round. This obsolete
English HMG round fired a 578-grain
bullet at approximately 2,624 fps.

When comparing the .50 Peacekeeper
to the .50 BMG, barrel length needs to
be kept in mind. While a .50 BMG M33
ball round may average 2,950 fps out of
a Browning M2’s long 45-inch barrel,
results are less from shorter tubes.

For mstance, from a Barrett M82A1’s
29-1nch barrel M 33 ball velocity 1s a
noticeably slower 2,735 fps. That 1s
only about 335 fps faster than the .50
Peacekeeper when 1t’s fired from an
even shorter 23-inch barrel. So, the .50
Peacekeeper 1s not too far behind the
shorter barrel .50 BMG rifies.

So, Jjust what was this round origi-
nally intended for? It was designed to
facilitate a smaller and lighter
anti-materiel rifle capable of putting
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<4 Downsides to
.50 BMG sniper
systems include
their sheer size
and weight, this
Barrett is seen
in Iraq with
Sergeant Dustin
Chisholm in July
2007. (Photo by
David Fortier)

» A look at the
size of the .50
Peacekeeper,

L to R: 5.56x45mm
NATO, .45-70
Government, .50
Peacekeeper APIT,
APIl, .50 BMG AP
and 12.7x108mm
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the full range of .50 BMG projectiles
on target. Things like helicopters,
lightly armored vehicles, unarmored
vehicles or other hard targets a .50
BMG rifle might be utilized for. For
some situations, J.D. felt that a con-
ventional size and weight rifle would
offer advantages over a much larger,
heavier, and less mobile .50 BMG
unit. Think about 1t, 80% of the
power of a .50 BMG 1n a lightweight
and easily portable rifle that to the
casual observer outwardly resembles
a conventional 7.62x51mm/.300 Win
Mag Tactical rifle. Now, throw 1n the
fact that the ammunition 1s smaller
and lighter, yet the projectile 1s the
same. It can fire ball, AP, API, APIT
or other types of loads. Kind of
interesting, eh?

I had a chance to handle and test
fire one of J.D.’s shop mules built
on a Ruger M77 action in August
2002, and one built by Ed Brown in
October 2002. Both were single-shots.
The Ed Brown mounted a K&P Match
barrel with cut rifling. Twist was one
turn in 13 inches and the tapered
barrel sported a simple, yet effective,
3.25-inch-long muzzle brake. This had
four baffles to reduce recoil down to
sane levels. The barreled action was
bedded with Marine-Tex into a rugged
McMillian A2 synthetic stock.

I tested the rifle off the bench and
shot 1t ofthand, kneeling, and prone. 1
utilized three handloads J.D. provid-
ed. These were topped with 650-grain
API (Armor Piercing Incendiary) and
APIT (Armor Piercing Incendiary
Tracer) projectiles. Ed Brown provided
a 700-grain AP (Armor Piercing)
load. With an overall length of 45.6
inches and a weight of 13.5 pounds
(with optics and bipod) the .50 Peace-
keeper rifle sitmply felt like a normal
heavy barrel tactical rifle. Balance was
just in front of the receiver and the
rifle felt good 1n the hands.
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The .50 Peacekeeper can fire the exact
same projectiles as the .50 BMG, just
at a lower velocity.
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER

Loading the .50 Peacekeeper is not
hard and both military surplus as well
as modern commercial match bullets,
like these 750-grain Hornady A-MAXs
can be used.

Recoll off the bench, especially with
the 700-grain AP load, was attention
getting. The Peacekeeper was phys-
ically moving me backwards some
three inches with each pull of the
trigger. This 1s NOT a rifle you want
to creep the stock on. It’s certainly not
for everyone. However, 1t didn’t have
that quick painful flinch inducing jab
of a lightweight magnum. Instead
recoll was more like a hard shove that
moves, but doesn’t actually hurt you.

Accuracy with the military surplus
projectiles was good, but I knew they
were the limiting factor. Groups fired
at 100 yards ranged from .75 to 1.5
inches depending on the load. Velocity
averages ran from a low of 2,208 ips
with the 700-grain AP load to a high of
2,402 fps with a 650-grain APIT. The
700-grain AP load averaged three inches
for four three-shot groups fired prone

ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART .50 PEAGEKEEPER

Load Bullet Velocity | 100 yards | 400 yards
Weight (gr.) (fps) (in.) (in.)
Handload with IMR4895, APIT 650 2P0 L5 N/A
Handload with H380, APIT 650 2 iy |25 N/A
Handload with H335, APIT 650 2,330 "o N/A
Handload with AA2520, AP /700 2 208 1 3

Groups are an average of four three-shot groups. Velocity readings taken 12 feet from

the muzzle at an ambient temperature of 60 degrees F with an Oehler 35F.

at 400 yards. I fired one five-shot group
at this distance and 1t measured 3.25
inches with four rounds in 1.5 inches.
The power 1s indeed impressive. As
an example, I pounded a round at a
steel plate 75 yards distant. The scope
blurred, a ball of fire exploded on the
1/2-inch thick steel plate, and the APIT
round pounded through it and a 5/8-
inch thick steel plate behind it. While
this wasn’t hardened armor plate, 1t was
still impressive. Firing API and APIT
loads onto steel targets proved great
fun with visually impressive impacts.
Crunching some numbers, with
Speer’s 647-grain FMJ-BT with a G1
BC of .701 and a muzzle velocity of
2,400 fps, a .50 Peacekeeper’s perfor-
mance was about 300 yards behind
the same bullet fired from a 29-inch
barreled .50 BMG at 2,750 fps. So,
the .50 BMG had similar velocity
and energy at 300 yards as the .50
Peacekeeper had at the muzzle. At 900
yards, the .50 BMG load had similar
retained velocity, energy and exterior

.50 PEACEKEEPER WITH 23-INCH BARREL EXTERIOR BALLISTICS

ballistics to the .50 Peacekeeper at 600
yards and so forth.

While the US military was im-
pressed by the .50 Peacekeeper, they
had a request. They wanted a detach-
able box magazine. Unfortunately, this
was not possible using an existing off
the shelf commercial action as it re-
quired too much metal being removed.
Plus, the military had no intentions of
paying for the R&D work to develop
a new action. So, J.D. offered the .50
Peacekeeper to long range shooters
and collectors. It didn’t catch on and
today few have heard of this interest-
ing .50-caliber cartridge.

Some will argue drones have reduced
or eliminated the need for
anti-materiel rifles, and perhaps they
are correct. I found the .50 Peacekeeper
very interesting when I had a chance
to test 1t some 23 years ago. While it
offered respectable performance, it
never caught on commercially. Even so,
it remains a fascinating cartridge from
a very 1nteresting man, J.D. Jones. El

Muzzle | 100yd. | 300yd. | 600yd. | 800yd. | 1,000yd. | 1,200yd. | 1,500 yd.
Velocity (fps) [P0 2,285 2,065 1,760 1,576 1,410 1,266 1,105
Energy (ft-Ibs.) ICAL 7,501 6,126 4,448 3,566 2,855 2,304 1,753
0 5.6 0 115 20.9 32 44.9 68.6
Drift MOA 0

Velocity (fps) 0,388 2,054 1,848 1,656 1,482 1,260

Energy (ft-lbs.) RIoRLY! 9,905 8,191 6,061 4,905 3,940 3,155 2,081

0 i 0 8.6 15.5 23.6 33 50.3
Drift MOA 0 0.5 1.4 2.9 4.1 5.3 6.8 9.2

This chart is based on a Speer 64 7-grain FMJ-

a Full Value 10 mph wind. Calculated using Hornady’s Ballistic Calculator.

BT witha G1 BC of ./701 and a 300 yard zero at 1,030 feet above Sea Level. Dirift is for
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PRO-E
Precision starts with a crisp break




BELOAD’”G By Patrick Sweeney
o

You Have to
Start Someplace!

hen I started on this journey
of shooting and loading, it
was a .38 Special and .45

ACP world. Bullseye, IPSC, bowling
pins, PPC, name 1t and you could do
it all with just those two. A decade
later, 1t was a .38 Super and .40 S&W
world, at least in IPSC. Now, the
world 1s 9mm all the time, everywhere
you go. So, if you are going to get
into reloading, 9mm is likely to be the
one you will start with. What do you
need to know? Not the regular book
knowledge, but the inside scoop, the
stuff that books don’t usually tell you,
and old hands have often forgotten.
Simple: brass, brass prep, primers,
sizing, crimp, bulk and mspection.
Brass, getting 1t? I love the folks at

You will not find it at all difficult to
amass a large volume of 9mm brass.
It is everywhere. You just have to sort
and clean it.
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Starline, but I cannot comprehend
anyone buying 9mm brass. Any time

I need more 9mm brass, I just arrive

a bit early for a range day at the club
and pick 1t up. Someone on one of the
ranges will have practiced with factory
9mm and just left the brass behind.

I get to pick up once-fired brass.
Sometimes, they will have raked 1t to
the side, which makes 1t even easier
for me. So, arrive early, or stay late,
and scour your gun club range floors
to pick up brass. If your club doesn’t
allow 1t, maybe you need another club.

Brass Prep

Your free brass will be dirty. Ignore
the advice of supposed experts who will
tell you that your miracle carbide die
will simply scrape the grit off. It won’t. I
give my brass a quick hot water rinse to
remove sand and stuff, dry 1t, and then
use a vibratory cleaner to make it shiny.
(Which one? We'll cover all the options
in another column, later.) Then I sort
it. Not by headstamp (No-one has that
much time on their hands) but to get
the non-9mm stuff out. I shoot at a club
that 1s a competition and defensive-carry
club, and I find a variety lying there:
9mm, .38 Super, .38 SuperComp, .40SW,

even a smattering of .380 now and then.
Toss the non-9mm stuff or save it and
trade back to whoever shot it.

Another headache you’ll run into
1s primers. Both getting them out and
putting them in. Some of the 9mm
you'll be picking up will have crimped
primers. This 1s a ring or stabs of
brass rudely shoved over the edge of
the primer, to keep 1t from falling out
when abused. The crimp can make
ejecting the spent primer a bit uncer-
tain. I’'ve had primer pins bend when
hitting heavily crimped primers. Others
impale the primer, and once it has been
punched out 1t the pin pulls it back into
the primer pocket. So, invest in a supply
of spare decapping pins, because you
will bend or break them and need to

9mm brass used to be so variable it
was junk. Not the case today, everyone
makes really good brass.



"I never expected it to be
so beautiful that it takes
your breath away.”

— Kaya C., on Stauer Opals

n a quaint village, nestled between rolling hills,

lived a young woman with a deep appreciation
for gemstones. Her grandmother gifted her a
delicate cross pendant adorned with opals. The 0 '7‘
opals shimmered with a mesmerizing play of
colors, reflecting hues of blues, greens, and fiery
oranges. Her grandmother shared the legend of the
opals, believed to bring hope, purity, and luck to those

who wore them.

Using this story as inspiration, Stauer brings you the
Opal Spirit Cross Pendant. With over 2 total carats
of Kyocera lab-created opals set in .925 sterling silver
encased in yellow gold, this pendant is a radiant
celebration of beauty and craftsmanship. Each opal
captivates with a kaleidoscopic dance of fiery oranges
blending into oceanic blues, streaked with flashes

of vibrant green that seem to come alive with every
movement. The shimmering opals are skillfully arranged
to create an enchanting, otherworldly glow, embodying
the spirit of hope and harmony.

This breathtaking combination of color and
craftsmanship is available as a limited availability of only

930 pieces, making it a rare and treasured addition
to your jewelry collection. Plus, when you order
today, you'll receive the gold-finished sterling

i silver chain—a $69 value—absolutely free!

Don’t miss your chance to own this exclusive tribute
to timeless elegance and meaningful symbolism.

Necklace Specifications:

e 2 15 ctw. Kyocera lab opals and DiamondAura® accents
* Yellow gold-finished .925 sterling silver setting

e 18" gold-clad .925 sterling silver chain

Opal Spirit Cross Pendant plus FREE Chain
5499~ $59* + S & P Save $440

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: OCR183-01

14091 Southcross Drive W.

St ®  Dept. OCR183-01, Burnsville, MN 55337
&uer www.stauer.com



RELOADING

Why do you clean brass? Because down
in this once-muddy empty are three
particles of cleaning media glued to the
interior. (A deliberately-poorly cleaned
9mm brass to demonstrate the problem.)

replace the busted one in the sizing die.
Berdan-primed surplus military ammo
1s even worse. Avoid 1t like the plague.
The crimp also makes i1t impossi-
ble to insert the next primer. In all,
crimped brass is a real headache, and
you might want to take a moment
when you first start picking up that
free brass. Is the brass crimped? You
might want to pass on salvaging that
free brass, because the headaches of
the crimp are many. I know high-
volume reloaders who have a special
setup to size and deprime their 9mm
brass only and also swage the crimp
out of the way. When you are shoot-
ing 500-1,000 rounds a week, that’s
the kind of pre-loading prep that
saves a whole lot of time and effort.
When I handle brass to get it from
the storage bin to the loading press,
[ jiggle each handful and listen. You
can hear when there’s a cracked case
in the handful, and you don’t want to
load those.

On the left is a cracked case (Yes, a
.38 Special, | couldn’t find any cracked
9mms) and on the right is a case that
wasn’t belled enough. A crushed 9mm
means all is lost: case, primer, bullet
and powder charge.

Loaded rounds have to have the
case mouth crimped in order to feed
properly. To cleanly seat the bullet
you need to flare the case mouth, or
else suffer crushed cases at the rate
of 1-2 per 100 rounds loaded. Lead,
coated and plated bullets need a bit
more flare than jacketed, but if you
don’t flare at all, you’ll crush rounds.
Flare only as much as you need to
in order to cleanly and easily seat
bullets. Then the flare has to be 1roned
down, hence the crimp. I only ever
use a taper crimp. On everything.
Okay, a quick description of crimp.
Hold your hands up in front of you,
fingers pointed up and palms facing
each other. Curl your fingers until
they point toward each other. That’s a
roll crimp. Straighten them out. Now,
tip the fingertips towards each other,
while keeping your fingers straight.
That’s a taper crimp.

Jacketed bullets shrug off a too-tight
crimp, but coated and plated ones do
not. The rule here is “as much as you
need, and no more.”

Roll crimps provide a firmer crimp
and keep heavy bullets in place during
heavy recoil, but a roll crimp 1s a lot
more sensitive to case length. If the
cases vary 1n length, the roll will vary,
and vary a lot. A taper crimp 1s a
lot less sensitive to case length, and
really doesn’t care if the cases vary by
a few thousandths. On 9mm ammo,
the taper crimp should be done just
enough, mine bring the case mouth
diameter down to 0.374".

Oh, and the crimp doesn’t hold
the bullet in place. It 1s there simply
to 1ron out the flare you put in. Too
much crimp and you’ll score the
bullet, which harms accuracy. (Espe-
cially with plated bullets.) Too little
crimp and 1t increases drag during
chambering and can lead to malfunc-
tions. Bullets are held in place by the
tension created by the diameter of the
neck expander/powder drop tube. If
you lack bullet tension, you'll need a
smaller-diameter tube, and you can

The correct 9mm crimp diameter, or at least what has

worked for me for decades: 0.374".
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Gauge your ammo. A malfunction in practice can be good

practice for clearing malfunctions, but not in a competition.

Get a gauge, use it, and don’t get lazy.



RCR” TORTURE TEST:
SLIDING 40 YARDS
ON A TEXAS HIGHWAY.

On a hot Texas night, Jesus Cobos and his
Kawasaki Ninja hit a small patch of gravel
going 55 mph and slid down the asphalt road.
Jesus received severe road rash on the left
side of his body. His right side was protected
by his Trijicon RCR®, which not only received
the brunt of the road rash, but still held zero.

on

See Jesus’ story at Trijicon.com/RCRRoadRash. Sriliant Aiming Solutions™




RELOADING

Buy in bulk. Eight
pounds of powder,
and primers by the

5,000 in a sleeve.

Any less and
Hazmat fees will
Kill your wallet.

get that by carefully polishing down
the one that is too large. Or buying a
smaller-diameter one.

As far as sizing 1s concerned, I
have one word: carbide (carbide
dies eliminate the step of lubricating
cases). Okay, two words, adding TiN.
Do not entertain the idea of saving
money by buying a sizing die that
1sn’t either a carbide die, or one with
a TiN (titanium nitride) coating.
Lubing handgun cases for resizing 1s
a waste of time I will not entertain.
At least not those I plan on loading
in volume. I'll lube and resize the 100
8mm Nambu cartridges a year I load
up, but only because I've never found
a carbide or TiN sizing die for it. I'm
not going to lube the 20,000+ 9mms
I load up each year. Even if someone
gives you a must-lube sizing die for
free, buy a carbide or TiN coated one
to use. Trust me on this.

Nothing made by the hand of man
1s perfect. Your ammo 1s no differ-
ent. You need to inspect it. Serious
competitors will drop each round into
a case-checker. If 1t doesn’t fall flush

of 1ts own weight, 1t becomes practice
ammo. It has to then fall out when

the gauge 1s inverted. Failure to do so;
ditto, 1t becomes practice ammo. Once
you get good at loading, and your skills
sharpen, you might skip inspection for
practice ammo. After all, who cares 1f
1t causes a slight stoppage in practice?
However, for match use, you need to
inspect every single one of them.

The last part you have to grasp 1s
one from business class: the econ-
omies of scale. Resign yourself to
buying in bulk. Do not ever consider
buying primers in amounts less than
a thousand. Five thousand i1s better,
more 1s even better. Why? A quick
search turns up small pistol primers
for sale. The thousand-primer boxes
are priced at $55 to $65 per thou-
sand, the 5,000-primer carton is $60
per thousand, but then there is the
Hazmat fee. $20 per shipment, regard-
less. So, you get dinged for $20 on
1,000, or for 5,000. Even 10,000. With
10K of primers on hand, you can now
relax and keep a regular scan out for
sales and prices drops. When the price
drops, buy more. Brass you
can get for free. Primers

you cannotft.

The same goes for
powder. Once you find a
powder that works for you,
buy 1t 1n eight-pound kegs.
You might buy one or two

You have many options when it comes to bullets.
Cast lead (even swaged, but the 9mm is not a fan)

coated, plated and jacketed.
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(or three) powders in one-
pound bottles to experi-
ment and see if your 9mm

Coated bullets let you color-code your
loads, to keep the match ones separate
from the practice ones for example.

likes 1t. But once you find what works,
buy a bunch.

And bullets? More of the same.
When I was a serious competitor, I
would meet my bullet supplier at one
or another match and pick up my
order and drive i1t home. It saved ship-
ping costs, and when you are buying
50,000 bullets at a time, that matters.
(I was driving a Ford Ranger; he was
driving a Ford F450 dually. My truck
suffered, I'm not sure his noticed.) As
a brief aside, I'm really liking the new
coated bullets to be had. One detail
that 1s great 1s that you can color-code
your loads by use or power level.

What do you get for all this? Are
you saving any money? A quick check
of ammo available turns up 9mm
blasting ammo at $230 per thousand
rounds. Steel-cased, and thus unre-
loadable, 1s only $200/K. Let‘s total
up the free-brass ammo. Primers,
$65/K. Powder $38.70/1b, call it $22/K
rounds. Bullets range from $88/K to
$126/K. So, your reloaded ammo runs
from $145 to $184 per thousand. So,
why reload? The 9mm 1s the worst
cartridge from the point of view of
savings. Every other one you might
take up to reload will offer much
greater savings per shot than the 9mm
offers. That’s the economies of scale
of the manufacturers at work.

Yes, you are saving a bit of money
loading your own 9mm, but better
yet, you are making the ammunition
exactly what you want 1t to be. Let’s
take two extremes: Steel Challenge
and bowling pins. For steel you only
need to ring the plate. So, a 115-grain



Grab Your Piece of
America’s Silver Legacy

Actual sizeis
30.6 x50.4 mm

FILL YOUR VAULT WITH
BUFFALO SILVER BARS!

Not only are these hefty bars one full troy
ounce of pure, 99.9% precious silver, they're
also beautiful, featuring crisp images taken
from one of the most iconic American
coins ever struck by the U.S. Mint—the
Buffalo Nickel—with designs that evoke

the strength of the American Spirit and the
Wild Frontier. Minted here in the U.S.A. from
shimmering American silver by the Highland
Mint, one of America’s most respected
private bullion manufacturers, these one
ounce 99.9% fine silver bars are a great
alternative to other bullion options. They're
U.S.A.-made, they're pure silver and they're
gorgeous!

Buffalo Nickels, Among the

Most Iconic Coins in History

These spectacular Silver Bars feature the
same designs created by famous sculptor
James Earle Fraser found on the Buffalo
Nickel, minted from 1913 until 1938. The
front displays a composite portrait of three
Native American Chiefs, while the back
displays a buffalo modeled after “Black
Diamond”, a buffalo born in New York’s
Central Park Zoo of stock donated by
Barnum and Balley.

An Exceptional Way to Stock

Up on Precious Silver
Americans have a long tradition of buying
silver coins and bars, putting them away for
themselves, and their loved ones. The fact s,
you'll enjoy owning these Silver Bars. They're
tangible. They feel good in your hand. And
they make appreciated,unforgettable gifts
to mark birthdays,graduations, or any special
occasion.

Buy Now and SAVE!

You can save $7.00 off our regular price when
you buy now. There is a limit of 25 Bars per

customer, which means with this special offer,

you can save up to $175. Orders over $299
will also receive a FREE American History
Buffalo Bonus Pack that includes a Buffalo
Nickel dated between 1913-1938, two Buffalo
Tenth-oz silver rounds, a 1934 $100,000 Gold
Certificate Commemorative Print, a One-oz.
Indian Head Copper Bar, a genuine Stone
Arrowhead, and a storycard (a $60 value).

Hurry! Get Your Silver Bars

Call right now to secure your 99.9% fine silver
American Buffalo Design One Ounce Silver
Bars. You'll be glad you did.

GOVMINIT -1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. BSB163-03, Eagan, MN 55121

One-Ounce Silver Buffalo Bar
Regular Price $46-95-ea. +s/h

Special Offer $39.95 ea. +s/h

SAVE $7 to $175
Limit 25 Bars per person

FREE American
History Buffalo

Pack
A $60 Value!

FREE SHIPPING over $99!

Limited time only. Product total over $99 before
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only.
Not valid on previous purchases.

SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

1-888-201-7144

Offer Code BSB163-03

Please mention this code when you call.

GOVMINT

GOVMINT®is a brand of Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMS is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible
coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change significantly
over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your purchase

pursuant to our 30 day Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). © 2025 Allrights reserved.



RELOADING

bullet doing a miserly 1,000 fps (even
900 fps) 1s enough. Good luck finding
that factory load. For bowling pins,
you need a 147-grain bullet going 950
fps. The only way you will get that 1s
in a defensive JHP, perhaps even a +P
load, and that will be far too expen-
sive to practice with, but you can
craft either one (or even both, in turn)
without changing your ammo costs
much, if at all. And on a progressive
press you can set up different tool-
heads for each and make life easier
when 1t comes time to switch.

It’s the tuning, not the savings, that
matter when loading the 9mm. But
other cartridges do offer significant
savings. More about those 1n future
columns,

Suggested Loads and Extra Info
Despite coming late (only 1n the
mid-1990s) to the 9mm reloading par-
ty, I have a bunch of loads I've tried.
They fall into two camps: just barely
making Minor, for USPSA compe-

<4 One advantage of a
progressive press is that
you can set up different
toolheads for different
bullet styles.

tition, and top end loads
for shooting bowling pins.
Right now, 1s a good place
to mention one of the va-
garies of loading the 9mm.
That 1s; not all bullets of a
given weight are the same.

You're thinking, “One-hundred
and fifteen grains, they’re all alike,
who cares?” Actually, your pistol just
might. This will take a bit of mental
3D modeling. Think of a bullet as a
balloon. Let’s start with a pointy 115
grain round-nose, all lead. With the
tip at the maxmimum overall length
(OAL), the base sits at a certain point
in the case. This defines the com-
bustion chamber volume. Now, let’s
give that bullet a jacket. The copper,
a metal that 1s less dense than lead,
takes up extra space. It can’t go for-
ward, so the extra bullet volume goes
to the back, and takes up some of the
combustion chamber volume. Less
volume, but the same powder charge
means a higher pressure and more
velocity. Let’s make 1t worse. Now we
make our bullet a jacketed-hollow
point (JHP). That hollow point lead
and copper has to go someplace. You
guessed 1t, to the back.

So, an all-lead bullet and a JHP of
the same weight can have different

Bullet Powder & Weight (gr.) | Velocity (fps) | Power factor
115 gr Sierra JRN AA#2 / 4.8 1,100 126
115 gr Sierra WW-231/4.9 1l 24 129
115 gr Sierra JHP Titegroup / 4.6 1,110 128
125 LRN Bullseye / 3.8 1,011 126
147 Berrys RN VV-320/ 3.8 974 143
147 Berrys RN Action Pistol / 5.2 1,00 ] 148
147 Hornady XTRP VV-340/ 4.0 1 0il 2 149
Blue Bullets RN VV-330/ 3.9 974 143

*All the loads listed happened to have been chronographed using Winchester primers.
DS
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velocities and pressures. Now let’s take
that jacketed-round nose (JRN) and
make 1t a jacketed flat point (JFP).
The flat-point lead and copper has to
come from someplace, and 1t comes
out of the back end. So, the flat point
will have less pressure and velocity.

This 1s a problem at the extremes. If
you have developed your just-barely-
Minor load with a JHP, and then load
lead bullets or flat-points for the match,
you’ll lose velocity, and you may not
make Minor. Your match score will
be zero. If you have loaded up your
to-the-max load for bowling pins with a
flat-point, and then load JRNs because
it 1s “what you have” you may find the
pressure to be too much.

In the middle, getting or losing 50
fps by changing bullets doesn’t matter,
but at the extremes, it can matter a
lot. In the loads below, losing 50 fps
with any of the Minor loads will drop
you below the minimum, and you
zero out the match. Adding 50 fps to
the pin loads could be harsh on your
pistol. Oh, and changing primers is
less of a variable than bullet designs.
Don’t worry about brands, and don’t
bother using Magnum primers, the
9mm doesn’t need them.

So, when you start out, load up 10
test loads, chrono them, write 1t all
down and keep good records before
you start cranking out in volume. EJ

Berry’s Manufacturing, Inc.,
BerrysMfg.com, (800) 269-7/373

The Blue Bullets,
TheBlueBullets.com

Dillon Precision,
DillonPrecision.com, (800) 223-4570

Hodgdon Powder Company,
Hodgdonpowderco.com

Hornady Ammunition,
Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

Sierra Bullets,
SierraBullets.com, (888) 223-3006

VihtaVuori Powders,
VihtaVuori.com

Winchester Ammunition,

Winchester.com
I
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’” ””S”ED TO”ES By Patrick Sweeney | Suppressors

The Lunar 9 and
the CZ P-09 C ran
together without
any problems.

-

L

GEMTECGH’S LUNAR 9

You Want It All”? Consider It Done.

hat do you want out of a pistol
suppressor? Light weight?
Modularity? Adaptable to

many calibers? Easily mounted on
various hosts? Quiet? Not expensive?
With the Gemtech Lunar 9 the answers
are; Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes and yes.

The Lunar 9 1s a pistol suppressor
meant, obviously, for use with 9mm
firearms. To makes 1t lightweight,
Gemtech makes almost all of 1t out of
aluminum. The first baffle, the blast
baffle, 1s 17-4 stainless, but the rest of
the baffles are aluminum. (The Lunar
9 1s a departure from the Gemtech
G-Core monocore design.) The baffles
also have a notched entry port, there
to induce turbulence and decrease
sound. The two external tubes are
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The Gemtech
Lunar 9 fully
assembled is ten
ounces. Any lighter
and you wouldn’t
need the booster.

aluminum, as are the front cap and
most of the rear cap assembly. All
this aluminum is Type III hardcoat
anodized, so 1t 1s tough. To make the
Lunar 9 durable, the threads are an
insert 1n the rear cap and the threaded
portion 1s made of stainless steel. So,

full-up the Lunar 9 1s about ten ounces.

Full up? Yes, because the Lunar 9

1s made as two assemblies. The two
halves can be unscrewed and the front
cap swapped from the front section
and re-installed on the rear section.

Oh, notice the shape of the front cap
clearance hole? Yes, that 1s a square
3/8" hole, the same size as your
ratchet wrench. If you don’t clean
your Lunar 9 often enough, and thus
carbon-weld the cap on, you can use
a ratchet wrench to remove 1t. (Tsk,
tsk.) With the front cap installed
on the rear section, you now have a
compact 9mm suppressor that tips the
scales at about seven ounces.

Why? Because the Lunar 9 can be
used on more than just pistols. With a
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www.summit-precision.com
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e Multiple length options

e 15 colors of Carbon Fiber

e 416R Stainless Steel

e Stainless or Matte Black finish
e Threaded .500-28

A Difference So Clear, You Can See It

A full line optics company located in sunny Arizona. In business  ncludes shipping & handling
LIFETIME WARRANTY

IJ OPTICS COMPANY

for over 30 years worldwide, over 20 years in the USA.

SUPER SPECIAL 1 Regular price Is $90.00fncludfng shipping

DUAL PLATE CARRIER FRONT/BACK TACTICAL VEST
GET ONE FOR $45.00 AND TWO FOR $85.00

GCAMO A PLATE carrier front and back tactical vest with
numerous pouches and holders. Adjustable for different sizes.
Tactical vest with pouches, 1000d polyester with pu coating. ¥
Heavy duty exceptional value. Available in the following colors Y
please specify when ordering. = o E
Black — Green — Tan — Camo. A — Camo B Plates are not included -

SUPER SPECIAL 2 Regular Price $290.00 each mcludmg shipping o

6-24x44ESF ILLUMINATED RETIGLE SNIPER TN TS
SGOPE WITH RINGS SUPER SPECIAL = T
GET ONE FOR $150.00 OR TWO FOR $275.00 |... == . .:l7

6-24XA44E-SF |[luminated reticle on this scope 30mm tube size with open turrents for easy
adjustment of your scope has open locking turrents for fast and easy adjustments and the side
parallax adjustment is very easy and you need not reach across your scope can be manually side
focused to 1000 yards before going to infinity, with easy re-set to zero turrents excellent in low
light shooting larger turrents for turning and adjusting of your scope also has longer more
comfortable eye relief. Excellent in low light shooting. Specify crosshair when ordering.

Available in: R11 Milled Dot Reticle and R14 Military Milled Dot Reticle.

CONTACT STEVE AT Or send your order with check or money order to:
Phone: 602.690.6976 | Steve Kovary,
email order to steve@ijksales.com | 8194 W. Deer Valley Rd.
Follow us on Instagram! We accept most all credit cards. Suite 1 05'347, Peoria, AZ 85382 Follow us on Facebook!

LOOKING FOR DEALERS OR DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH & EAST COAST
You can view the complete line at: www.ijksales.com

Tech
' SIGHTS.

PRECISION SHOOTING ACCESSORIES

RUGGED APERTURE SIGHTS

Mini-14 Sights 1 0[22 Slghts

All steel construction All metal construction
* Click adjustable windage & elevation e Spring detent adjustable windage & elevation

e Standard .062 Aperture

 Easy installation

 Military style rear aperture & front post
8" longer sighting radius

e Standard .062 Aperture
 Easy installation

SIGHTS AVAILABLE FOR

Ruger® 10/22 Rifles Mossberg® 702

Ruger® 10/22 Collector Series Rifles Savage® Mark |l

Ruger® American Rimfire Keltec® SU16, SU22, PLR16 & PLR22
Marlin® 60 & 795 Ruger® Mini 14 and 30

Marlin® Rimfire Bolt Rifles CZ 452 & 455

Rossi RS22 AK47 and SKS

Remington® 597 Slings and More

Family Owned & Operated since 2004

(843)332-8222 /| www.Tech-SIGHTS.com




IN HUSHED TONES

The booster is
threaded %2-28, so it
will screw onto pistol
barrels designed to
accept a suppressor,
like this CZ P0-09 C.

The booster rear cap
assembly with its body,
piston, spring and
mount cap.

The front cap can be installed on
either of the tubes as the front cap,
so you can have the Lunar 9 as a
short or long suppressor.

PCC and its longer barrel, you don’t
need the fully assembled Lunar 9 to
be quiet, so the rear half makes your
PCC very quiet and doesn’t add a lot
of length or weight. You can even put
the Lunar 9 on a rimfire. Granted,
the axial clearance in the bore of the
Lunar 9, made for a 9mm bullet, will
be greater than on a rimfire suppres-
sor. That means that theoretically 1t
won’t be as quiet. But you're getting
most of the rimfire suppressor quiet-
ness without the cost and paperwork
of an extra suppressor.

To that end, and to accommodate
the various calibers and mounting
systems, the Lunar 9 can be had with
a veritable basket of rear caps. On
hand, I have the standard booster cap,
for use on pistols. This L.I.D. keeps
the extra weight of the Lunar 9 from
“stalling” the cycle of your pistol. By
storing some of the energy and then
feeding it back into the system, it
boosts the slide to function. I've men-
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tioned this before but the effect 1s to
make 1t feel as i1f the pistol 1s recoiling
harder than without the suppressor.
It 1s a small thing and you’ll soon not
notice 1f.

For the firearms that don’t need a
booster, Gemtech also offers direct-
thread rear caps in all the various sizes:
15-28, 2-32 and 2-36. You’'ll need the
“28” for your rimfire firearms. (Just
don’t use it to mount the Lunar 9 on
a 5.56, that would be bad) On a .300
Blackout with subsonic ammunition
only, you'll need a >%-24 direct-thread
cap. Yes, .300 Blackout subsonic, as
long as the barrel 1s eight inches or
longer. The “32” and the “36” are for
9mm pistol-caliber carbines with those
thread pitches. The '2-28 1s a lot more
common now, but back 1n the old days
there were a lot of PCCs made with the
32 or 36 thread pitch (I'm looking at
you, Colt.)

The Lunar 9
disassembled.
The baffle that
looks different is
the blast baffle,
and it is made of
17-4 stainless.
So is the piston.
Everything else
is anodized
aluminum.

I 1 -

For those who have an

HK, or something, made to use
the mount, Gemtech even makes a
rear cap that fits the Lunar 9 onto
an HK three-lug mount. If you don’t
have an HK, but want to three-lug
it 1n style, Gemtech even offers an
adapter to convert your threaded
muzzle to HK three-lug so you can
then use the three-lug rear cap for a
QD mount setup.

Back to the modularity for a mo-
ment. The front cap of the Lunar 9
fits onto the front of the front section
and also the front of the rear section.
The threads of the two sections are
proportioned such that if you happen
to install the baffle stack incorrectly,
the front cap won’t tighten down flush
with the tube. That’s your clue that
you somehow did something wrong.
Gemtech has gone to a lot of trouble
to make it as easy as possible, and as
easily-cleaned as possible.

The baffles are stepped so they snap
together. They are also notched and
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Starline’s new line of
high quality rifle brass
hits the mark, every
time, so you can too,
Superior quality brass
at the best paossible
price — 5tarline’s rifle

brass is a Value that
Holds True.

PURCHASE FROM YOUR
FAVORITE RELOADING
SUPPLIER OR ORDER
FACTORY DIRECT.

100% AMERICAN &,
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If you’re a 1911 fan looking for the ease and reliability
of a premier striker-fire pistol, look no further than the
new STK series. Available in full-size, mid-size and
compact, you'll quickly realize that the STK is a lot
more than meets the eye.
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IN HUSHED TONES

Each baffle is lugged and notched so
you can only fit them together properly,
and still screw on the front cap.

Each baffle is also notched on the entry
port, to induce turbulence and thus
make it quieter.

The setscrew you see is the index for
the piston notches so you can shift POI
if you need to.

lugged so they will only assemble in
the proper orientation. If you don’t
get the notch and lugs lined up, the
stack will not let you screw the cap
on. The stepped bafiles also provide
more of a seal to the tube than reg-
ular “K” baffles do, so it 1s easier to
disassemble and clean.

The booster assembly also has an
interesting detail. Instead of adding
more complex machining to lock the
aluminum body to the steel threads
and piston lugs, Gemtech simply
installed a stainless steel setscrew. The
purpose of the lugs on the piston are
to let you shift the point of impact if
you need to. If you find the POI 1s off
of your sights, simply grab the Lunar
9 body and pull it forward on the
barrel. Give 1t a slight rotation and
ease 1t back. You are now locked into
a different slot of the lugged piston.
Try again. One of the lugs will get
you dead-on, or close enough. Fair
warning: that setting 1s just for that
pistol. Swap the Lunar 9 to another
pistol and 1t might require a different
setting. That’s how they all work,
nothing personal about the Lunar 9 in
that regard.

How quiet 1s 1t? The measured
reports indicate that a subsonic 9mm
load with the full length of the Lunar
9 puts it in the low 120s, decibel-wise.
That 1s low enough that even I, Mr.

OAL:

Always-Hearing-Protected feel com-
fortable shooting without muffs or
plugs. The full length on a PCC car-
bine is giggle-worthy. Assembled short
the Lunar 9 makes everything subson-
ic quiet enough that you can shrug off
periods of shooting. The supersonic
loads all will have the “crack™ with
them, and 1f you are shooting steel
the impact on steel will be perceived
as a lot louder and sharper than the
muzzle report. The short answer: the
Lunar 9 1s amazingly quiet.

I tested 1t on a CZ P-09 C, and the
pair never failed to perform. It also
hit to the sights without having to
adjust the piston-lug location, so I got
lucky there. Which seems to happen
often with modern suppressors.

Oh, and 1s 1t full-auto rated? Yes,
kinda. If you limit yourself to bursts
of four to eight rounds, at four- to
eight-second intervals, your Lunar
9 will be just fine with that. That’s
in 9mm, of course. I suspect that if
you are using it on a rimfire there’s
no limit. And if you are using a .300
Blackout subsonic, you’d be best off
staying more 1n the four-round-burst
schedule than the eight-round one.

You get all this goodness for a list
price that 1s mid-six hundreds. Actual
over-the-counter price will be less,

of course. A one-word summary:
“Murica!” Ed

GEMTECH LUNAR 9 SUPPRESSOR

7/ in. (4.7 In. in short mode)

Net Added Length:

©6.51n. (4.1 In. In short mode)

Diameter:

1.41n.

Material:

Aluminum, 1/7-4 stainless steel

Weight:

10 oz. (fully assembled, 7 oz. In
short mode)

Finish:

Type lll hardcoat anodized aluminum

Calibers Available:

9mm (300 Blackout & rimfires can be used)

Full-Auto Rated:

Yes, In bursts

Mount System

The Lunar 9 can be had with many different rear caps (or
even all of them) to let you mount it on almost anything.
The row of direct-thread caps covers a lot of bases, and the
booster and the HK three-lug add in a bunch more.
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Available: EVeYiing
MSRP: $649
Contact: (833) 350-9517, Gemtech.com
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ADRENALINERESEARCHLABS.COM
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THE M2 CARBINE

Uncle Sam’s DIY Machinegun

he M1 Carbine was the
most-produced American small
arm of World War II. Ten
primary manufacturers churned out
some 6,121,309 copies. At the apogee
of production, we were making
65,000 carbines every 24 hours. That
first prototype carbine was developed
in a mere thirteen days.

The original specifications for the
M1 Carbine stipulated that it be

T

Grunts in the suck will go to remarkable lengths to secure any perceived advantage.
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By Will Dabbs, MD
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The M2 Carbine was the selective fire version of the
M1 carbine that American forces used to win WW2.

"

selective fire. However, this feature
was dropped at some point during
development. By 1944, The Army was
ready to revisit that 1dea.

Skinning the Cat

Those old guys are almost all gone
now. However, I once met a WWII vet
who claimed to have converted his M 1

Carbine to full auto using a boot lace.
The details are hardly classified. He

.

would tie the lace around the charging
handle, snake it back through the oiler
slot 1n the stock, and then affix the far
end around the trigger. To hear him
tell 1t, 1f the cord was properly adjust-
ed, you could fire the rifle from the
hip by squeezing the cord against the
stock and 1t would cycle automatically.
That seems an insane thing to do to
your rifle in combat, but this guy had
the cred to support it. I don’t know.
I wasn’t there. However, when the
Army decided they needed full auto
carbines, they followed a philosophi-
cally similar path by converting exist-
ing semiauto guns. The selective fire
version of the rifle became the M2.
The first 500 factory-converted rifles
were designated the T4. These guns
worked fine, but the heavier 30-round

The M2 Carbine incorporated a
redesigned rotating safety as well as
a beefier magazine catch.




RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com,

HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MAGHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3
Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed
Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGSs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK &
MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and
inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing
in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. Every item we offer
for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry
Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

A Dealer You Can Trust!

Please visit our website for the full
list of inventory specials.
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WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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This is what it
takes to convert
a Gl M1 Carbine
into the selective
fire M2 sort.

magazines tended to overstress the
magazine catches. This resulted in a
redesign along with the addition of

an adjustable rear sight and a bayonet
lug. These guns also used a beefier
buttstock and a round bolt rather than
the previous flat sort. These round
bolts were actually adopted simply
because they were easier to make,
though the extra mass did slow down
the cyclic rate a bit. These last features
were eventually incorporated into

all M1 Carbines during the arsenal
rebuild process. By the time US forces
were fully engaged in Korea, the M2
was commonplace.

Conversion Details

For years, the M1 Carbine was the
only semiautomatic rifle commonly
available on the American civilian
market that could be converted to
selective fire sitmply by swapping out
parts. Other weapons like the AR-135,
Mini-14, Uz, and AUG required at
least a little machine work. By con-
trast, converting a semiauto M1 to a
selective fire M2 only requires the ad-
dition of nine specific parts. The Army
packaged these parts up as the T17
and T18 conversion kits and pushed
them down to unit armorers so they
could convert these rifles in the field.

The BATFE considers six of these
parts to be critical to the conversion.
Accumulating all six parts, even 1n the
absence of a host rifle, 1s considered
constructive possession of a machine-
gun. They are the M2 1) hammer, 2)
sear, 3) disconnector, 4) disconnector
lever, 5) selector, and 6) slide. The M1
and M2 slides differ in a cut on the
side to engage the disconnector lever.
The M2 trigger housing, M2 stock,
round bolt, and associated springs are
also required for the conversion, but
they are not included in the BATF's
restricted list.

The disconnector, disconnector le-
ver, and selector are unique to the M2
and serve no purpose in the semiauto
rifle. The M2 hammer will function
in an M1, but it requires a shim. It’s
not unusual to find M1 Carbines,
even those sold by the government
through the Civilian Marksmanship
Program, that contain M2 slides,
sears, or trigger housings. Absent the
disconnector, disconnector lever, and

The assembled M2 Carbine action is shown here above the standard semiauto M1 sort.
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The M2 mechanism,
particularly as regards

»;

that weird “9” spring, rightfully Iooks a bit
flimsy. However, it typically runs just fine.
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The long disconnector lever is the registered
component on this M2 Carbine.
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selector, an M1 Carbine 1s still safe
in the eyes of the BATE. All of these
parts sell freely online, just not from
the same place.

M2 Quirks

As a result of this unique mechani-
cal milieu, there were several different
ways to register an M2 Carbine back
before the 1986 ban. The most obvi-
ous was the registered receiver. Uncle
Sam produced full-auto carbines with
M2-marked receivers. Some of these
were marked M2 from the factory,
while others were over-stamped
during rebuild to reflect the same
thing. In keeping with BATF’s “once
a machinegun, always a machinegun”
edict, any M2-marked receiver 1s con-
sidered a machinegun even if 1t lacks
any of the magic parts. This can be an
1ssue for civilian owners. M2-marked
receivers turn up innocently on the
market from time to time. If you find
yourself 1n possession of such an
unregistered gun, there 1s no legal way
to fix that.

While a registered receiver conver-
sion 1s fairly traditional, transferable
M2 Carbines can also be converted
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by means of either a registered trigger
housing or a registered disconnec-
tor lever. Both of these parts can be
moved from gun to gun as needed.
That way, you could theoretically
suffer catastrophic wear to one host
rifle and then move the registered
conversion part to a fresh host. So
long as you don’t store the gun at the
bottom of the ocean, the trigger
housing and disconnector lever
should last indefinitely.

The M2 Carbine Market
According to MachinegunPrice-

Guide.com, original vet-bring back

Curio and Relic M2 Carbines were

From top to bottom, we have a vintage M1A1 Paratrooper
Carbine, the standard M1, and the selective fire M2. The
details are important to ensure that the gun remains legal.

selling for around $5,000 back in
2004. By the end of 2024, that price
had climbed to around $17,500.
Semi-auto M1 Carbines, manufac-
tured by Iver Johnson, Universal, and
others, converted to select-fire ran
from $4,000 to about $16,000 during
the same 20-year timeframe.

The M2 Carbine remains a solid
investment 1n the “Class 3” market.
The guns are fun to shoot. Those that
are converted using a disconnector or
trigger housing should be immortal.
Considering every transferable ma-
chinegun in America 1s at least 40 years
old nowadays, not having to fret about
barrel wear or receiver cracks is a plus.

Externally, this sliding lever is really the only thing that differentiates the selective fire
M2 carbine from the semiauto M1. However, that’s an awfully expensive little button.
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FFL or C&R required

308 cal/ 7 62/51mm, nice bores, great shape. When that semi auto

wonder wand 1s jammed. fouled and ying on the ground crying, this old soldier is
flickin’ brass. $324 88, hand select add $20.00.

BRITISH MK 3 DRILL PURPOSE RIFLES
FFL or C&K required

Many of these rifles have a pin preventing the bolt from closing, but
all have "DP" markings. No holes are dnlled in the receiver or barrel. some

appear to even have nice bores. Different mostly English mfg and early dates. Sold as is.
A treasure trove for only $74.88. $20.00 hand select while supplies last.

1893 SPANISH MAUSER LONG RIFLES

Pretty good shape, might be missing small part or need TLC.
fmm the ariginal “homet” only $225.00 for this legend. Original bayonet

as Is packed in cosmoline $69.88. C&R or FFL req. "THE HORNET"

Flunters Lodge Corporation
I’I|$tomml vircarms and Accoutrements

NO CREDIT
CARDS-

CHECK
OR MONEY

ORDER ONLY

Put in storage immedi-

FFL or C&R req / ately after the war. A little

B rough around the edges but complete
and working none the less. Good cond. A true survivor for only $247.88. Hand

.| select add $25.00. Sling $14.50.

FFL or
C&R required

Good to very good.

Ole Zeke found a long forgotten
warehouse in the Ukrainian countryside with these Russian rifles that have not been

refinished and likely untouched since WW2. Hand select add $20.00, sling and clean-
ing rod included.

ITALIAN ARTILLERY CARBINES

FFL or C&R required

Flat shooting super accurate 6.5mm artillery carbine with folding bayonet & other
variants, manufactured with typical ltalian style and finesse. Good bores and overall

great condifion. Only $199.00. Hand select add $20.00, leather sling $9.00.
1910 MEXICAN MAUSER RIFLES

fmm large ring 98 style action. Good overall shape, might be missing
part or bolt. as is $88.00. C&R or FFL req.

6.5MM ITALIAN CARCANO CARBINES
As |s, off the top, all different models $99.00. C&R or FFL req.

INDIAN MILITARY KUKRI KNIVES
wfleather sheath. Very good condition $41.00.
1940°S U.S. MILITARY GAHENDRA MARTINI
AXE ,, BEAUTIFUL HANDSOME
$44.88 7 MEG WOOD STOCK SET
from | “ond. 00.
RAZOR | NEW. You
quality | Original. Supply limited.
Swedish steel. | GAHENDRA MARTINI RIFLE
Supply limited. | BBL Action/Rec $48.88

“OLE ZEKE’S” TREASURES

« CZ 52 SEMI AUTO ASSAULT RIFLES broken or missing stock and may-
be mussing part, but will include some extras. $119.00. FFL or C&R req.

« SPANISH 1916 SHORT RIFLES 7x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R
or FFL required.

« SPANISH M43 RIFLES 8x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R or FFL req.
« SWEDISH 1896 &8 VZ24 STOCK SETS can fit 93 and 98 rifles too w/
handguards, some hardware included, $47.88.

« HAND WOVEN EXTRA LARGE VAQUERO BLANKETS. Native hand
spun and woven blankets, different colors $36.88.

SWISS K31 BARREL RECEIVER/ACTION

Great condition, nice bores all function and go “click™. $109.88.

C&R or FFL req.

SPANISH “OVIEDO” SHORT RIFLE

ONLY $220.00. Add $20 for hand select
and $12 for sling. FFL or C&R required

1888 GERMAN COMMISSION RIFLE
NO FFL REQUIRED.

_g_—:f__‘%1

ANTIQUE Broken, may be missing parts, bolt is included. Find beautiful metal and
bores under a century of grease. Yours only $109.00.

“OLE ZEKE’'S” TREASURES

y py, (P JPEF » 891/30 MOSIN refinished, broken stock toe
it maybe missing small part.very nice Great deal!

$124.88. Hand select add $20.00. FFL or C&R

required.

* SWISS ALLOY CANTEEN, lined, can be used with

adult beverage $9.00.

« VZ24 BAYONET Nice! $28.00.

* BAYONET GRAB BAG, ¢ty 4 different, as is $38.88.

« Vietnam era unissued leather .38 SNUB NOSE

HOLSTER for belt or boot $14.50.

« WW2 US GI HELMETS, no liner $20.00.
OLD ZEHE « BRITISH NO4 MKI1 RIFLES as is $88.00.
C&R required. Hand select add $20.00.

* SPANISH M43 RIFLES 8x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R or FFL req.

* SWEDISH LEATHER AMMO BELT/BANDOLIER can {it a vari-

ety of rifle, cartridge handy, stylish piece $29.88.

« 1903 BRITISH .303 LEATHER AMMO BANDOLIER super cool

39.88.

« GERMAN MFG AK 47 BAYONET, beautiful, supply limited.

Only $39.88.

+ JAP ARISIKA BBL REC . T-99, T-38, CARBINE AND RITFLE. New
lot with more parts, bolts, etc. C&R or FFL required. $43.00.

L
------
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FFL or

Ordering Information: Please remit via check or money order. All firearms except those noted NO FFL REQL.- REQUIRE a signed in ink Dealer FFL. Please add sufficient shipping on all

orders. There is no min. order. All orders shipped as qui

ickly as possible without delays. Retums require a Customer Service RA number prior to retum. Retum shipping at customer’s

expense. No shipping charges refunded; in-house credit only. All prices subject to change. 20% Restock/Handling on Returns. Inspection period 3 days.

some pictures for
lustration only.

P.O.BOX 203 « TTITRIDGI TN 38456-0203.
Telephone # 931-766-0755 » e-mal: info{@hunterslodge.com = Check outl our websile al www. hunterslodge.com
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12" Bullscyc Target
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With proper technique and at reason-
able ranges, the M2 carbine remains
quite controllable on full auto.

The M2 carbine is a fun machinegun to shoot. Recoil
is mild, and the rate of fire isn’t unduly profligate.

the tolerances in the trigger housing.
Regardless, 1t behooves us to be really
careful when testing any self-assembled
firearm. It sure would have sucked to
have loaded that Bad Boy up indoors.
The M2 Carbine had some func-
tioning problems in the frozen wastes
of Korea, but lots of military equip-
ment struggled 1n that forsaken place.
Regardless, if properly maintained,

2 x~_¢& (it N . S : ) ' .. the M2 Carbine is an excellent range
P S LSt A . RIS o~ toy today. All transferable machine-
The M2 Carbine really came into its own during the Korean War. Lightweight, maneu- guns arf? just Stupld CXPCNSIVE, but
verable, and offering ample close-range firepower, the M2 saw extensive service. the M2 1s not as bad as some. It yet

remains a uniquely capable private
machinegun. EJ

Ruminations behaved the same—firing full auto
This M2 began life as a registered until the magazine was empty without
disconnector lever. However, I had trigger manipulation and with the
some excitement when I took the safety engaged. That was a new one TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
newly-assembled gun out to the range  for me.
for test firing. With the safety on Over the course of maybe a year, Caliber: .30 Carbine
and three rounds in the magazine, 1 and a lot of conversation with folks Length: 35.6in.
jacked the bolt and the rifle lfaunched way smart‘er than am I, I eventual- Barellength: 127500
all three rounds on full auto into the ly shaved just a hair off of the sear _
stratosphere without my touching the  and fixed the problem. Now 1t works VEIGT - se.
trigger. Thank the Good Lord the gun  great in all modes of fire. I tried two Action: ~ Gas-operated,
was pointed downrange. I tried the different sears and got the same result, SHEIL SlER

piston-driven
selective fire

Rate of Fire: /750 rpm

Feed: 15- and 30-round
box magazines

rifle several more times, and 1t always  so I suspect the problem resides in

Sights: Rear adjustable
aperture, front
protected post

This transferable Saginaw M2 Carbine is available from Rubin Mendiola/ Value: $17.000+
Dealer NFA, Inc. (DealerNFA.com) and features a muzzie brake. Price is $17,905. o
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JUST RELEASED!

Cache of 832 Last Year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollars
Still Pristine As The Day They Were Struck
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90%
Pure Silver

No coin embodies the spirit of America
more than the Morgan Silver Dollar.

From the Comstock Lode discovery that
provided millions of ounces of silver to
make them, to outlaws robbing stagecoach-
es in the Wild West to pay for their bar tabs
and brothel visits, the hefty Morgan Silver
Dollar holds a special place in American
history.

It's no wonder collectors and history buffs
alike clamor to get their hands on them.

That is, if they can get their hands on them.

221bs of corm meal
Prized Last-Year Coins

A Miracle of Survival

Coln experts estimate that only 15%-20%
of Morgans are still surviving today due
to multiple mass-meltings over the years.
The Pittman Act of 1918 melted over
270,000,000 coins, that's almost 50% of
all coins produced at the time. Untold
quantities were melted in the 1980s and
2000s when silver prices rose up to $50
per ounce.

Sold Nationally for as much as $141

This same 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar sells
elsewhere for as much as $141. But thanks
to Rarcoa’s buying power and numismatic

salted pork

Collectors love “lasts” as no collection is complete without the last
coin struck. Last year coins are often hard to find and always in
demand. Little did master engraver George T. Morgan know the
legacy he was creating when he designed what has become known
as “The King of Silver Dollars” but it came to an end 104 vears ago
with the last-year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar, the most beloved coin
in American history.

Public Release - Only 832 Coins Available

Rarcoa®, America's Oldest Coin Company, is announcing the
public release of 832 of the very last year 1921 Morgan Silver
Dollars, struck at the iconic Philadelphia Mint. Each coin today
comes in Brilliant Uncirculated condition, pristine as the day they
were struck!

Hold 104 Years of American History

Struck in 1921, each coin is one hundred and four years old. Could
Charles Lindbergh carried vour coin in his pocket during his flight
across the Atlantic? Or maybe your great-grandfather carried it
while storming the beaches of Normandy during World War 11
before ending up in a small coin shop in Tuscaloosa, Oklahoma.

Each coin has its own unique history and you can hold 104 years of
American history when vou buy vours today!

expertise, you can own one for as little as $49, in quantity while
supplies last. That's a difference of up to $91!

BUY MORE AND SAVE!
Act now and you can SAVE BIG when you buy more! But don't wait,
our inventory won't last long.

1921 Morgan Silver Dollar Brilliant Uncirculated

1-4 coins - $69 each

5-9 coins - 359 each, Save up to 390 + FREE SHIPPING

10+ coins - 34% each, Save $200 or more + FREE SHIPPING

Call 1-833-304-6533

Offer Code LMDP111-1

I'lease mention this code when you call.

SCAN TO BUY ONLINE
rarcoa.com/1921-morgan

RARCOA DIRECT

FREL SHIPPING on 2 or More! Limited time only. Product total over $149 belore taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Nou valid on previous purchases, All
information is correcr as of the dare of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. P'rices are subject to

chanpe. @ 2025 RARCOA DIRECT



THE WAR GUNS By paul scarlata | Historic Military Arms

MADSEN

/47 RIFLE

The Madsen Let Militaer Gevaer m/47 was the last bolt
action rifle purposely designed for military sales. It has a

high stock comb, deep pistol grip, and short throw so as to
make it more suitable for small statured soldiers of Third
World armies. This is a Columbian Fusil Marina Modelo 58.

The Last Bolt-Action for Military-Wide Distribution

Photos by Paul Budde &
Becky Leavitt (unless
otherwise indicated)

mong students of small arms,
1t 1s generally agreed that the
bolt action rifle’s reign as

the predominant military long arm
ended circa 1945. While the smokeless
powder, bolt action repeating rifle had
reigned supreme on the world’s
battlefields since the 1890s, by the end
of World War II the writing was on
the wall—the semi-auto battle rifle
was the shape of things to come.

A

The M/47 featured a Mannlicher-like
split bridge receiver. Note the half-
length bolt guide rib and the notches
in the receiver for charger (stripper
clip) loading.
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Visible here are the M/47’s beech stock
with recoil bolt, generous grasping grooves
on the forearm and thick rubber recoil pad.

While Germany, Russia, and France
had used Iimited numbers of semi-auto
rifles during WWI, most were notable
for their inability to stand up to the
rigors of combat. And while a number
of nations had experimented with
them during the inter-war years, most
attempts to perfect them foundered.

After WWII, every army that could
afford to begin reequipping their
forces with semiauto rifles, although,
in fact, 1t would be at least one and
a half decades before some accom-
plished complete rearmament. In the
case of the armies of smaller (poorer)
nations, the bolt action rifle would

<4 The one-piece bolt looks similar to that of the Italian Mo.
1891 Carcano but has rear locking lugs similar to those
of the French MAS Mie. 1936.

The bolt turned down in front of the split bridge
receiver to provide additional locking.



REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle * Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC » 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE Gun
SEMI AUTO oz

Russian mainstay

of WWII and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(2) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

Call us about California complient models of this gun,

54995.00

¥
¥
"._ -
- - -

CZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH
TORCH CUT

RECEIVER AS PER BATF

b‘L"
Belts included

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

= b Irn]

$1995.00

Cal.7.62x54R

.—A—I—

BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$395.00

308 1919 A4

Semi Auomaic Belt Loaders

Available at
« U.S. Gl Parts 3395
« Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
* Metal links and manual included

* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.
* (Google for more Info.

» A few available.

$2995.00

Exact copy of 1.8,
1919A4 L MG

_E

-Faranes ol T -

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP {7.65mm

» Hard case

* (2) 20rd magazine

e Owners manual

» Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00
Semi-auto receivers $395,00

Factory Threaded barrel Guns available at $995.00

Extra 20rd mags
available for $30.00

Plus shipping

M79 GRENADE LAUNCHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500 Complete guns
Complete $3,000 57,300 [

M240B LMG ScMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories
+ Tripods available

$15,000.00

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZIHES
For the SWD M-11 Sl SMG

* §0 rounders $99.00
* Ower 18,000 sold-Supplies runhing low
* Guaranteed for fit and function in the

SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

$29.00 JU) Rounders

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG SEMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

« Tripods and
scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

ﬁ .DIICI'IEF:.

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections,
Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!

FULL TIME CLASS Illl DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975

e



THE WAR GUNS

The M/47’°s safety
is applied by
pushing in on

the thumb piece
catch and rotat-
ing the safety up
90 degrees where
it prevents the
cocking piece
from moving
forward and
obscures the rear
sight giving an
indication of the
rifle’s condition.

The aperture rear sight is adjustable from 100
to 900 meters by means of a tangent. Note the
large, knurled windage adjustment knob.

The front sight is a hooded post. Note
the 36 ports in the muzzle that vent
powder gases upwards to ameliorate
muzzle flip and the effects of recoil.

continue 1n service, in some cases, well
into the 1980s.

So, there still existed a market for
bolt action military rifles, and arms
makers such as Fabrique Nationale
(FN) in Belgium, Cesk4 Zbrojovka
(CZ) 1n Czechoslovakia, and Kraguje-
vac 1n Yugoslavia, continued to produce
98-type Mausers to meet this demand.

In addition, vast numbers of rifles
left over from the war were peddled
on the world arms market, or distrib-
uted as military aid to various allies,
friends, client nations and “national
liberation groups.” Only one estab-
lished company developed a new bolt
action rifle in an attempt to garner a
share of this market.

60 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2025

<4 A Receiver markings.

Denmark was 1n fact the first
nation to adopt a semiautomatic
rifle for military service. In 1883, a
Danish artillery officer, Kaptajn
Vilhelm Herman Olaf Madsen, and
Rustmester Rasmussen, a weapons
technician of the Kebenhavns
geverfabrik in Copenhagen, began
working on a recoil-operated seli-
loading rifle. In 1896, they were granted
a patent for an automatic weapon.

Leaving government employ, Ras-
mussen and Madsen organized the
Dansk Rekylriffel Syndikat A.S. to
manufacture what i1s considered the
world’s first successful light machine
gun—the Let Maskingever Madsen
(Madsen Light Machine Rifle), which
was eventually used by the armies of
more than thirty-two nations. Pro-
duction continued during both World
Wars and did not end until the 1960s.

In the post-WWII years, the com-
pany, renamed the Dansk Industri
Syndikat A.S., (let’s just use their
generic name—Madsen) began to
cast about for a new product in an
attempt to expand their share of a
shrinking market.

Realizing that many customers
could not afford the new breed of
semi-auto rifles, they developed a bolt
action rifle that was inexpensive to

produce, simple to main-
tain, and with ergonomics
specifically intended for
soldiers of small stature.
The Let Militeer Gevaer
M/47 (Light Military Rifle
Model 47), succeeded 1n all
these areas.
The M/47 displayed features copied
from a number of other rifles in-
cluding the French Fusil MAS Mle.
36, Mauser Karabiner 98k, various
Mannlichers, No. 5 Lee-Enfield
“Jungle Carbine,” and the Swedish
AG42 Ljungman.

The thing you notice first about the
M/47 is its split bridge receiver and
the forward mounted bolt handle,
common to early Mannlicher turn
bolt designs. The bolt handle turns
down 1n front of the receiver bridge
while a half-length bolt rib prevents
bolt wobble and binding.

The M/47’s one-piece bolt had dual
locking lugs are located on the rear

The thick rubber recoil pad made the
M/47 a much more user-friendly weapon
than most of its contemporaries.



RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC.

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com
HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

IWANTED!

ALL TYPES OF QUALITY LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!
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**WE PAY UP FRONT**

# ACCREDITED
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NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE!
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

ESTATE AND MACHINE GUN APPRAISALS!
BEFORE SELLING YOUR GUNS, PLEASE CALL ME TO MAKE SURE YOU ARE GETTING THE MOST FOR THEM!
CONSISTENTLY PROVIDING EXCELLENT AND DISCREET SERVICE
& FAIRLY PRICED HIGH QUALITY MACHINE GUNS SINCE 1985!
ATTORNEY AVAILABLE FOR TRUST OR ESTATE MATTERS.

100% of the Agreed Price Before You Ship Your Guns! You Will Never Have To Wait Until | Sell Your Guns in Order to Be
Paid!100% Risk, Worry & Hassle Free Transactions! Avoid the Uncertainty of Consignment or Brokering! Specializing in
Investment Grade Transferable Machineguns! Specialist in Law Enforcement Purchases and Cashless Trades!

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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The M/47 was
issued with knife-
style bayonet
with an 8.3-inch
double-edged
blade. (Dennis
Ottobre photo)
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A post WWII Danish soldier armed with an M1 Garand rifle.

part of the bolt body, a system very
similar to that of the Fusil MAS Mle.
36. The rear-locking bolt permitted
the use of a simple tubular receiver

and barrel without the machining that

1s necessary when using a bolt with
frontal locking lugs.

62 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2025

The bolt consisted of only seven
pieces: bolt body, firing pin, spring,
extractor, cocking piece, safety lever,
and end cap, and can be disassembled
easily for cleaning or repairs. The
safety 1s applied by pushing in on the
thumb piece catch and rotating the

safety up 90 degrees where 1t pre-
vents the cocking piece from moving
forward and obscures the rear sight
giving an indication of the rifle’s
condition. The ejector 1s fitted into
the lower, rear of the bolt runway
alongside the bolt stop. Both are
pulled down when the trigger 1s pulled
—which 1s also the means of remov-
ing the bolt from the receiver.

A thumb clearance cut in the left
side of the receiver makes 1t easy to
strip rounds down into the magazine,
which is little more than a Mauser-
style, five-round, charger-loaded box.
The magazine can be removed easily
for cleaning. After the last round was
fired, the magazine follower moved up
to block bolt movement.

Stocks and hand guards were made
from stained beech and there was a
single spring retained barrel band and
muzzle/bayonet band.

The M/47’s aperture rear sight was
mounted on a tangent ramp adjust-
able from 100 to 900 meters while
windage adjustments can be made by
means of a knob on the right side of
the sight base (a feature similar to the
Swedish AG42 Ljungman). The front
sight 1s a simple hooded post while
the muzzle end of the barrel 1s ported
with 36 small holes (again similar to
the AG42) which vent powder gases
upwards to hold down muzzle flip.

This feature, combined with the
rifle’s short stock, high comb, deep
pistol grip and thick rubber recoil
pad, was intended to make the M/47
more suitable for use by the small
stature soldiers common to many
Third World armies. Madsen releas-
ed their rifle on the international
market in 1948 and announced that
it could be supplied 1n 6,5x53, 7x57,
7,65x53, .30-06, 7,9x57 and, later,
7.62mm NATO.

Initial interest in the M/47 was
disappointing—and things didn’t
improve much over the next few years.
The post-WWII Danish army was be-
ing rearmed with (free!) U.S. M 1917
and M1 rifles and saw no reason to
purchase the M/47.
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The best 100-yard target fired with the
Modelo 58 had five rounds in exactly
three inches.

While the M/47 was tested by sever-
al armies, the only significant sale was
5,000 rifles ordered by the government
of Columbia in the mid-1950s. Cham-
bered 1n .30-06, they were reportedly
1ssued to the Columbian Navy as the
Fusil Marina Modelo 58. According

to reports it appears that a total of
6,000 M/47 rifles were produced.!

Test Firing the Madsen M/47
My friend Tim Hawkins was kind

enough to supply me with a Colum-

bian Modelo 58 rifle to photograph

and test fire for this article. Tim’s
rifle was 1n excellent condition with
unmarred wood, a pristine bore and
all metal parts, with the exception of
the bolt, are finished with a baked on
black enamel paint. “Madsen MG/
A....2137-58....Cal. 30" 1s marked on
the left receiver wall while the cham-
ber area bore the legend “FUERZAS
ARMADAS DE COLUMBIA”
(translated as “Columbian Navy™).
Most of the Modelo 38 rifles I have
examined over the years have been

in very nice condition leading me to
believe that they were never 1ssued or
only used for ceremonial purposes.

I fired a series of five shot groups
from a Caldwell Lead Sled shooting
rest on my club’s 100-yard range using
1970s vintage Greek-made .30 M2
Ball and produced a series of groups
ranging from three to a tad over four
inches in size, printing dead on to
point of aim. Thanks to its ported
barrel and thick recoil pad, the Mod-
elo 58 was one of the softer shooting
bolt action military rifles I had fired
in some time. I found the Madsen
M/47 58 an interesting design. It was
apparently very well made (for an
“economy’ rifle?), sturdy, was suitably
accurate and very easy to shoot.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The Model 47 had the bad luck to
be introduced as the day of the bolt
action was waning quickly and, with
the competition from the millions of
inexpensive war surplus rifles flooding
the market, the Madsen’s failure was
almost a foregone conclusion! El

1 http://world.guns.ru/rifle/repeating-rifle/dk/madsen-
m1947-e.html

SPECIFICATIONS

MADSEN LET MILITAR
GEVAER M/47 RIFLE
Caliber: 7,62mm
Skarppatron M/48
Overall Length: 43.3 In.
Barrel Length: 23.4 in.
Weight: 8.5 Ibs.
Magazine: 5 or 10 rd. charger
oaded box
Sights: Front: hooded post
Rear: aperture adj.
by tangent from
100 to 900 meters
& for windage
Stock: Beech
Bayonet: Knife style with
3.3-In. blade
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THE HP-15

RIFLE AND PISTOL

B James Tarr

1-Point Firearms are known for distinctively styled,
inexpensively priced handguns and pistol-caliber
carbines. They are often considered entry-level or
“price point” guns, and their customers tend to be those
people who are looking for the absolutely least expensive
option on the market. Hi-Point has been very successful in
their niche, and they’ve been relatively conservative in their
product offerings, mostly just expanding their existing lines
with caliber variants and accessory upgrades. Until now.

Announced just a couple of months ago as I write this,

Hi-Point 1s jumping into a much bigger pool—they’re entering
the AR-15 market. Currently, you have three choices of HP-
15—a 16-1nch 5.56x45mm NATO rifle, or a 10.5-inch pistol,
chambered 1n either 5.56 NATO or 300 AAC Blackout. ~
My immediate reaction was that Hi-Point seems more than
a little late to the AR-15 game, but then I realized two things:

1. Sales of all sorts of firearms are down across the
board, due to decades of panic buying flooding the
market, and currently nobody 1s worried about any-
thing getting banned (at least on a national level)
until the next Presidential election. A “price-point™ “
AR might be the only thing that gets some people &
to part with their money. The HP-15 rifle has an
MSRP of just $499.99, the pistols are $539.99.

2. Hi-Point has hundreds of thousands, maybe millions,
of existing customers. People who own Hi-Points,
who are familiar with the brand/name...but who
likely don’t own AR-15s. A Hi-Point AR-15 might be
enough to convince them to buy their first AR.

AUGUST 2025 | FIREARMS NEWS B3



*

Hi-Point has seriously stepped outside
their box by introducing a line of AR-15s.
Like all Hi-Point products, they are made in America.

The Hi-Point
HP-15 pistols
are offered

in 5.56 NATO
(as seen here)
or 300 Black-
out. They are
identical but
for caliber,
with 10.5"
barrels and
adjustable
arm braces.

For testing, Hi-Point sent me a sample of their rifle
as well as a sample of their 5.56 pistol. Let’s start with
the rifle first.

HP-15 Rifle

The HP-15 has a 16-inch barrel and a six-position
collapsible stock. With the stock fully extended, it 1s
35%-1nches long, and with the stock collapsed it 1s
32-inches long. Empty, it 1s light and handy, and tipped
my scale at 6 Ibs. 3 oz. I got in one of the earliest
production models, serial #107.

You'll see Hi-Point’s stylized H logo laser-etched on
the magazine well—in white on the right side, and more
subdued on the left. You’ll also see another name etched
on the lower receiver— “STRASSELL’S MACHINE, INC,
MANSFIELD OH.” Strassell’s Machine, Inc., 1s the man-

ufacturing company. Hi-Point 1s ssmply one of their brands.

The 16-inch barrel 1s 4150 chrome-moly vanadium
steel and has a 5.56 NATO chamber. It has an M4-
profile, including the M203 cutout under the handguard,
which helps keep the weight down. The barrel has a
carbine-length gas system and a 1:8 twist. The chamber-
ing and twist are laser-etched at the top of the barrel just
behind the muzzle device. At the muzzle, you'll see the rifle
1s tipped with an A2 birdcage flash hider, and under that
the barrel 1s threaded the standard 1/2x28.

66 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2025
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The gas block 1s a low-profile model tucked under the
handguard. It 1s secured in place with two set screws. The
barrel free floats inside a relatively lightweight 15-inch
aluminum handguard. It has a continuous MIL STD
M1913 “picatinny” top rail, and M-LOK accessory
attachment slots at 3, 6, and 9 o’clock. There are QD sling
sockets on either side of the handguard at the rear, but the
barrel nut extends to just beneath them, blocking them and
rendering them non-functional.

One thing many consumers simply aren’t aware of 1s that
many AR-15 “manufacturers” don’t manufacture some
crucial components of their ARs. There aren’t a lot of
forges in the country, and a handful of them are responsi-
ble for 80-90% of the receivers on the market. The same
1s true when 1t comes to bolt carrier groups. And most
AR-15s have many of their parts made by vendors to the
company's specs. Hi-Point is no different.

If you peer at the right side of the upper and lower
receivers, you'll see the raised keyhole markings (above the
forward assist, and behind the trigger) which indicate the
receivers were forged by Cerro Forge and then machined
to Hi-Point’s specs. Cerro Forge has supplied receivers to

AR
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The Hi-Point HP-15 rifle has a 16-inch
barrel and standard features and
controls, but Hi-Point pricing—

the MSRP is just $499.

The HP-15 pistol
is short and
light—empty with
no optic, it’s just
5 Ibs. 3 oz. Tarr
really liked the
handguard cho-
sen for it, which
differs in a few
ways from the
rifle handguard.
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If you spy the raised keyhole marks on the upper and lower
receivers that’s a sign that they are a product of Cerro Forge,
which makes receivers for many big-name AR-15 manufacturers.

\

many of the big-name AR-15 makers in the market
over the years. The upper and lower receiver are
7075 T6 aluminum and hard coat anodized.
The upper and lower receiver sport standard MilSpec
features and controls—brass deflector, forward assist,
aluminum ejection port cover, traditional magazine release
and bolt catch. The upper receiver 1s the standard flattop
design. The selector 1s a single-sided lever with a 90-degree
throw. It was a bit stiff to work, with very positive detents.
You get your standard straight aluminum trigger guard
with the notoriously sharp corners, and an A2 pistol grip.
The charging handle 1s basic GI.

As an aside, I don’t have a problem with any of the
“basic” Gl-style controls and features on an entry-level
AR-135. They have proven themselves, and the people
buying a Hi-Point AR either aren’t looking for fancy
upgrades or aren’t even aware they exist.

The bolt carrier group is built to MilSpec, although you
will see some flats machined into the side of the carrier,
visible through the ejection port, to give it a little style. The
carrier 18 8620 steel. The bolt 1s 9310 steel, and the BCG
has a nitride coating. The gas key i1s staked, and the gas
rings fit properly. The rifle uses a standard carbine buffer
and spring.
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Caliber and twist rate are marked on
the barrels for clarity. The barrels are
made for Hi-Point from an established
vendor, and provided average accu-
racy, which means most people will
struggle to shoot up to their potential.

The trigger itself has a flat face and
1s a hair wider than a standard GI
trigger. It provided a typical Gl-style
trigger pull—single stage, with a bit
of a long break but smooth. Total
pull weight was 6.75-pounds.

At the rear of the receiveris a

Hi-Point HP-15s are a budget-priced AR-15 that will likely appeal to current

Hi-Point owners who are looking for something different.

Here’s a quick way to check if your AR bolt’s gas rings
are worn and need to be replaced—remove your BCG
from your gun, extend the bolt from the carrier, and gently
set the bolt face down on a hard surface. If your gas rings
are still good, that carrier will not drop. If the carrier
drops down on the bolt, 1t’s time for a new set of rings.

The trigger group inside the lower receiver 1s interesting.
You can see the silver color of the trigger from the outside,
and when you crack the receivers and peer 1nside, you'll see
both the hammer and trigger are silver. I was wondering if
they were nickel boron or hard chrome coated, but 1n fact
they’re MIMed (metal injection molded) stainless steel.
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You’ll see “STRASSEL’S MACHINE INC. MANSFIELD, OH” on
the lower receiver. That is the manufacturer, and Hi-Point is
(and always has been) one of their companies.
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standard buffer tube with six detents

for the collapsible stock. The stock

1s an M4-style polymer design with
the addition of an alumimum QD sling swivel socket at the
front. There’s a small “Made 1n U.S.A.” on the right side
of the stock. The castle nut holding the buffer tube to the
receiver was nicely tightened, but not staked, and that’s the
only thing I saw, examining the rifle, that I think could be
improved. Staking castle nuts 1s a thing because of their
tendency to loosen under recoil.

Provided with each HP-15 is a single polymer magazine
of a type/brand I have not seen before. It has finger grooves
in front, a non-tilt white follower, and no markings other
than “Made in the U.S.A.” on the side. I was told by my
contact at Hi-Point they are made by Pyramid Polymer, an
OEM manufacturer. The takedown button on the magazine
baseplate 1s a white triangle (pyramid) which I suppose
should have been a clue.

HP-15 Pistol

The 5.56 pistol has a 10.5-inch barrel with a 5.56 NATO
chamber and a 1:7 twist. It uses a carbine-length gas
system and the standard light-medium “government”-style
barrel profile, which helps keep the gun light. Empty, the

Tarr really liked the handguard on the pistol. It’s light,
doesn’t have any sharp corners, and looks very good.



The Shockwave brace on the back is adjustable for length,
but very minimalist. To mount a single-point sling to the
pistol Tarr wrapped 550 cord around the buffer tube.

pistol weighed just 5 Ibs. 3 oz. The barrel has an A2 bird-
cage flash hider and a phosphate finish. The gas block 1s
secured 1n place via two set screws.

At the rear of the receiver, instead of a stock on the
six-position buffer tube, you get a Shockwave Blade Pistol
Stabilizer, a minimalist pistol arm brace. It 1s polymer,
with a pivoting steel latch which allows you to adjust 1t
forward and back. Pull the steel tab backward and the
latch pivots down so you can adjust the brace. Interesting-
ly, the forward-most latch point puts the front of the
brace about half an inch from the castle nut, but for
transport/storage you can collapse the brace all the way
forward until 1t hits the castle nut, it just doesn’t engage
the latch there.

Since I'm talking about the brace, time to point out the

one 1nitial negative I experienced—when I pulled the pistol

out of the box, the brace slid off the
gun and dropped to the floor of my
gun store. Turns out the brace had
been slid over the bufter tube, but
somebody forgot to actually slide it
down far enough to actually engage
the detents in the buffer tube, or thought they did but

didn’t. You need to pull the steel latch down with your fin-

gers enough to clear the back of the channel on the buffer
tube to remove/install the brace.

With the brace fully forward (at the castle nut), the pistol
1s 26 a-inches long, and with 1t fully extended the
pistol 1s 29.5-inches long. The pistol 1s both short
and light, and balances over the front third of the
magazine well.

You get a different handguard with the pistol.
The barrel free floats inside an aluminum hand-
guard that 1s 9.5-inches long. It does not have

The HP-15s
break down for
cleaning just like
every other AR-15. The bolt
carrier group is made of MilSpec
steel, with a staked gas key.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The rifle has an M4-style stock with a QD socket, and an A2
pistol grip. Both worked fine and are the smart choice for an
entry-level AR.

All the controls and internals on the HP-15 are what you
might expect, except for the trigger group. The trigger and
hammer are MIM-ed stainless steel.
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Tarr’s first range trip was to an indoor range, testing for re-
liability. You can see from the handguards he got the HP-15s
both hot and dirty, but they kept running.

a continuous top rail, but rather just a 2.5-inch section of
MIL STD M1913 “Pic” rail at the front for mounting a
front sight 1f you so desire. There are M-LOK accessory

slots at 3, 6, and 9 o’clock down the length of the hand-
guard. The corners on the handguard are rounded off,
with small regular rounded relief cuts that add a bit of
texture for gripping in addition to some style.

I noticed that the lower receiver of the pistol had
suffered the same “damage” mark on the magazine well
as the rifle...and then realized that the mark on the lower
right corner of the white Hi-Point “H” 1s actually a tiny
trademark (™) symbol.

When it comes to the receivers, upper and lower, mside
and out, the pistol has the exact same parts and configura-
tion as the rifle. Including the stainless-steel trigger/ham-
mer, which provided a 7.0-1b trigger pull.

The Burndown

Unfortunately, most people who buy a gun for “self-
defense” either only shoot it once after they buy it, or never
shoot it at all. Hi-Point customers are probably more likely
to put fewer rounds through their pistols than the average
consumer, simply because so many of them are buying the
least expensive gun they can find...and ammo costs money.

That said, a properly constructed AR-15 should last
thousands of rounds before seeing any breakage or serious
wear, and if not, there’s a problem. Prior to bringing the
guns to market, Hi-Point did a “burndown” of their guns.
They took ten rifles and ten 5.56 pistols to the range and
put 300 rounds through each of them as fast as they could,
using the provided polymer magazines. Ammo was a mix
from Federal, Barnaul, Remington, and Aguila. They
noticed at the range the guns were a bit dry, so they lubed
them heavily before shooting, but that was 1t. And had
zero problems. Some of the shooting was suppressed.

I realized that 300 rounds through
a gun 1s by no means an exhaustive

torture test, but 6,000 rounds spread
evenly among 20 guns, without a
single problem, seems to indicate
Hi-Point got 1t right. I didn’t have the
time or the ammo to do a 6,000-round
burndown with my test guns, but I did
what I could in the limited time I had.
I mounted a Trijicon Credo 1-10X
scope atop the rifle for all my testing—
and yes, I'm not blind to the 1irony of
mounting a $2,200 scope (plus the cost
of the Trijicon mount) atop a $499 ri-
fle. I think it’s hilarious. For the pistol,
for everything but accuracy testing,
I chose the new Meprolight MCO,
which seems a perfect choice for an
AR this size. The MCO (Meprolight

Hi-Point is best known for unique designs like this .380 ACP YC (Yeet Cannon).

The AR-15 is actually a step into the new for them.
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Carbine Optic) 1s small and light with
a big window, and you can choose a
dot, a circle, or a circle/dot reticle.
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Taking a cue from Hi-Point 1tself, I made sure to heavily
lube the guns before heading to the range the first time.
The rifle was appropriately lubed from the factory, but
the pistol was a little dry, so it needed lube anyway. The
AR-15 1s not one of those designs which runs as well dry
as when lubed—with an AR, when in doubt, add more
lube to the bolt/carrier. In this case, I just used the lube I
happen to have 1n the kitchen—and yes, when you live with
a gunwriter, there’s gun lube 1n the kitchen (among other
gun stuff), please don’t get my wife started. In this case,
1it’s a small squirt bottle of Gibbs Brand Lubricant I got
years ago with a test gun (and apparently stole), marked
“COMPLIMENTS OF NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM.”
Sorry Nighthawk.

I brought the provided polymer magazines to the range,
as well as aluminum GI mags with Magpul followers, and
Magpul Gen M2 and M3 PMags. Shooting the rifle was
unremarkable, which 1s exactly what you want when doing
endurance and accuracy testing. It was relatively soft in
recoll, especially with the Trijicon scope atop it. That
scope, along with the mount, adds over a pound and a half
to the gun, helping to tame the already tame recoil of the
5.56 round. Ejection was strong and consistent at roughly
3 o’clock for both guns.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Andy Grossman

For no apparent reason, the rifle didn’t like one of
my aluminum magazines that’s never before given me
a problem, but that’s a magazine issue, not a gun issue.

It ran flawlessly with every other magazine, and every
type of ammunition. In fact, I was pretty impressed
with the provided polymer magazines, they seem well
designed. If they’re available for sale online, I couldn’t
find them.

With the pistol, I didn’t have a single problem. Shooting
it side by side with the rifle, however, the pistol’s recoil was
noticeably heavier. It appears Hi-Point has erred on the
side of caution and given the pistol a generous gas port
to ensure reliability. As I said to editor Dave Fortier, “I'm
guessing they overgassed the pistol deliberately, and I think
that's smart for a 10.5-inch gun that, knowing Hi-Point
customers, is likely to be fed the cheapest, dirtiest, weakest
ammo on the market.” As a result, you get a good amount
of recoil. It’s still only a 5.56, but it’s a hard-recoiling
5.56 1n part because even with the optic mounted the gun
barely weighs five and a half pounds. The carbine-length
gas system put the gas block right under my support hand
on the pistol while shooting, and I had a nice black carbon
tattoo at the end of every range session—<clear sign of a
time well-spent.
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<« This 1.39-inch group with American
Eagle 62-grain FMJ was the best

the rifle did. With most ammo it
would do 1.5-2.0 MOA.

» This two-incher is the worst group
the pistol did with Hornady’s American
Gunner 55-grain HP load. Tarr thinks
this load doesn’t get the attention it

1 | A R W deserves—it expands as explosively as
pﬁj'.mu_ ) ‘ ‘ [ a V-Max while being quite affordable,
i - B

. _ which makes it great for varminters
20 AMBICANENGE | B2 | @ or self-defense situations where

ST Ll T | ar—

you’re worried about penetration.

Indoors, even with my ears plugged and muffed, the pis- The rifle was softer shooting, but I had a lot more fun
tol was loud. Outside, 1t wasn’t bad at all. The more I shot  shooting the pistol. It’s short, it’s light, 1t barks, i1t has
the pistol the more I liked the handguard. It looks great, bite. Chihuahuas and dachshunds are some of the most

and feels just as good under the hand. Even better, the pis-  aggressive dog breeds out there—I'm not saying, I'm just
tol ran like a champ. I only put about 300 rounds through saying. The pistol was great fun to use while practicing my

each gun in the short time I had to test them (including a shooting on the move.

few rounds shot by other people during the photoshoot I didn’t notice the slightly heavier than average

for this article), but I had zero problems other than my trigger pulls of the guns while shooting, except when doing
aluminum mag binding and not feeding rounds upward for  accuracy testing. This 1s a testament to the shootability

no apparent reason. Which still bothers me. of crisp single stage triggers. AR-13s with GI-style trigger

pulls are shootable not because they
have light pulls (they don’t), but

HI-POINT HP-15 RIFLE because they are usually crisp. At the

Load Bullet Velocity | ES | SD | Best Group / bench, the increased weight of the
Weight (gr.) (fps) Avg. Group (in.)  rifle, plus the scope, made 1t a little

293 REM easier to shoot groups.
Wolf Gold FMJ 55 2858 | 50 | 23 1.84/2.63 Hi-Point isn't making their own

barrels, they are sourcing them from

Hornady Am. Gunner HP 55 2,870 44 | 30 S A , ;
a commercial manufacturer, so it
Fiocchi Range Dynamics FMJ 62 2,(66 42 | 24 ekl 203 should be a surprise that they are as
5.56 NATO accurate as many other ARs. With
Winchester 3-Gun FMJ 55 2,906 | 48 | 20 1.48/1.95 ammunition they liked, they would
American Eagle FMJ 62 2888 |57 34| 1.39/1.85 do 1.5-2.0-MOA, which 1s more

Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 100 yards from a than acceptable.

sandbag rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with an Oehler Model

35P 12 feet from the muzzle. The Verdict

HI-POINT HP-15 PISTOL Hi-Point 1s offering inexpensive,
. “price point” AR-15s that seem to

Load Bullet Velocity | ES | SD | Best Group /

be built as well if not better than the

WEI0E geall &Pl AR Sl hd other inexpensively-priced ARs on the
= market. If Hi-Point ARs aren’t the
Wolf Gold FMJ 55 2,583 o5 | 24 1.80/ 2.55 cheapest on the market, they’re darn
Hornady Am. Gunner HP 55 2,498 | 43 | 32 1.87 /1,73 close, which 1s impressive considering
Fiocchi Range Dynamics FMJ 62 2,421 | 40 | 29 | 1.55/2.21 they use solid commercial barrels and
5 56 NATO bolt ca}'rier groutps made the rig]rlit
Winchester 3-Gun FMJ 55 0622 |50 |26 | 1797295 W Itsabuyers market, and things
likely won’t be this inexpensive for a
American Eagle FMJ 62 2,608 o0 | 86 1.33/1.68 long time.
Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 100 yards from a I'd recommend a staked castle nut

sandbag rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with an Oehler Model

% QD socket 1n the rifle’s handguard

and figuring out how to make that
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functional, but those are my only real complaints about
Hi-Point’s first entry into the AR market. I would recom-
mend to Hi-Point that they heavily lube their guns before
shipping them out to distributors and gun stores, as the
average Hi-Point consumer 1s not going to have kitchen
gun lube readily available like yours truly.

I’'m aware: 300 rounds through an AR 1is not a torture
test—it’s barely a break-in period. If you put enough
rounds through any brand AR eventually it will fail, the
only question 1s when, and how.

Do I think the HP-135s are just as good as my favorite
$2,200 AR? Of course not. But see, here’s the thing—
Hi-Point customers are never going to spend $2,000 for
an AR. Heck, theyre probably never going to spend
$700 for an AR. If there was a $200 AR on the market,
they’d buy that. What Hi-Point has done 1s offer their
customers an affordable AR that runs, at a price they can
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afford and/or are willing to spend. They’re not the only
company doing this, but I'm glad to see there’s one more
on the market

AR-135s are the most popular rifle in America for a lot
of very good reasons, and I want everyone to own one.
Hi-Point 1s now doing their part to make that possible. Kl

HI-POINT HP-15 RIFLE
Caliber: 5.56mm NATO
Weight: 6 pounds, 3 ounces

Overall Length: 35.25 inches (stock extended)

32.0 inches (stock collapsed)

Upper: Forged 7075 T6 aluminum
Lower: Forged 7075 T6 aluminum
Barrel: 16.0 in., 1:8 Twist, carbine-length

gas system

Muzzle Device: AZ flash hider
Sights: None
Trigger: Polished stainless steel MIM, 6.75 lbs.
(as tested)
Stock: M4-style
Pistol Grip: AZ2
Handguard: 15.0 in. aluminum, free-floating
Includes: One 30-round magazine, cable lock
MSRP: $499
Contact: Hi-PointFirearms.com, distributed through
MKS Supply (MKSSupply.com)
HI-POINT HP-15 PISTOL
Caliber: 5.56mm NATO
(300 Blackout also available)
Weight: 5 pounds, 3 ounces

Overall Length:

29.5 inches (brace extended)
26.25 Inches (brace collapsed)

Upper: Forged 7075 T6 aluminum
Lower: Forged 7075 T6 aluminum
Barrel: 10.51in., 1:7 Twist, carbine-length

gas system

Muzzle Device: AZ flash hider
Sights: None
Trigger: Polished stainless steel MIM, 7.0 lbs.
(as tested)
Brace: Shockwave Blade Pistol Stabilizer
Pistol Grip: AZ2
Handguard: 9.5 in. aluminum, free-floating
Includes: One 30-round magazine, cable lock
MSRP: $539
Contact: Hi-Pointkirearms.com, distributed through

MKS Supply (MKSSupply.com)
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DAN WESSON’S

For mowing down poppers and plates, the DWX
will serve you well with any load tested so far.

By Patrick Sweeney

DWX PISTOL

he late Jeff Cooper didn’t have much use for the 9mm
cartridge. Not even 1n subguns. He did, however,
appreciate good engineering and proper ergonomics,
and he really liked the grip contour of the CZ-75. So
much so that he approved of 1t being borrowed for the
Bren Ten concept. However, the CZ-75 trigger wasn’t so
good a thing back in the 1970s and 1980s. That-era design
1s a combination traditional double action paired with a
cocked-and-locked single action thumb safety. You could

The DWX comes in a zippered range bag along with
an extra magazine and the usual other extras.
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Two Great lastes!




The DWX is the combination
of the CZ-75 and a 1911.

carry 1t hammer down as a double-

action (DA) pistol, or hammer cocked

with the safety on, like the 1911. But the extra parts made
the trigger pull not as good as the 1911, which was then
(and now) the benchmark of good triggers.

Pistolsmiths and competitors improved on the CZ-75
trigger, and it 1s now one of, if not the winningest pistol in
IPSC competition, but you have to learn the DA trigger
dance to use it. Well, that has changed.

The DWX can be described as the love child of the
1911 and the CZ-75. A better description would be “all
the good stuff from each, and none of the lesser stuff
from either.” The frame 1s steel, shaped very much like the
CZX-75.I've got a 75 on hand, so I compared the feel of
the original with the new DWX. Similar? More like twins,
with subtle differences that I ascribe in large part to the
aggressively-checkered bright-red anodized aluminum
grips on the DWX, plus a few sculpting touches to im-
prove the already good ergos of the 75. The grip of the
DWX 1s every bit as sexy as the original. So, 1f you were
worried about that, don’t.

The steel frame has the marked inset at the backstrap
where the web of your hand can really nestle in and lock
up to the tang. The bottom of the backstrap curves away
from the inset at the right point and correct angle to make
1t comfortable in your hand and to index properly. The
frontstrap is both lifted at the top, to get your hand high
on the frame, and bumped out at the bottom to lock your
hand 1n place. Plus, 1t adds to the mag well opening funnel
to speed up reloads. The front and back are checkered, this
added to the checkering of the aluminum grips means the
DWX sticks to your hand when you grip it. If you find that
the checkered aluminum grips are just too aggressive, or the
color is too gaudy, then you’ll be pleased to know that the
DWX uses the same grips as the CZ-75, and you can swap
out the aluminum for something else whenever you like.

The frame has an ambidextrous thumb safety, the 1911
part of the assemblage, and it sits right where 1t needs to
be, given the shape of the tang and the upper backstrap.

I had no problems riding the safety when firing, which 1s

» The trigger is anodized bright red, like
the grips, and the frontstrap is lifted.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

On the right side you
can see the ambi safety and
the full-length accessory rail.

The DWX grip shape is the same as the classic and much-
desired CZ-75.

The bright part (just reflection from the lighting) is the
trigger parts module, and it is the serial-numbered part, and
thus the firearm. All else are only parts.
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DAN WESSON’S DWX PISTOL

the accepted 1911 practice. Ahead of the thumb
safety, on the left side, 1s the slide stop lever.
Again, something that 1s perfectly 1911 normal.
Below 1t the trigger 1s flat, with the top and
bottom ends angled to encourage your trigger
finger to find the center. The trigger 1s alumi-
num, anodized the same bright red the grips are.
Out 1n front of the squared trigger guard (the

A The accessory
rail is full length,
and it is steel
like the rest of
the frame. This
adds weight,
which make the
9mm recoil just
about nothing.

<4 The front sight
is a fiber optic
blade, and it
glows in the
sunlight. Like a
nuclear furnace.
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A The controls
are very 1911,
and the rear sight
is on the optics
cover plate.

4 The frontstrap
is checkered for a
non-slip grip, and
the frame has the
CZ-75 shape.

aluminum, bright

» The grips
are anodized

red. However, if
you want some-
thing else, the
classic CZ-75
grips will fit.

originals had a loop, almost circular) is a full-
length accessory rail. The rail 1s not just a place
to park a light or laser, it also adds weight to the
DWX, 1n the location that 1s most useful: in front of your
hand and below the bore axis.

The slide of the DWX is proportioned like that of the
1911, and not that of the CZ-75. The 75 had a narrower
slide than that of the DWX, and the front of it had a step
in 1t, much like that of the Hi Power, that brought i1t down
below the width of the rest of the slide. Not here, not on
the DWX. The DWX slide 1s full 1911 profile, and added
to that 1t 1s full profile all the way out to the end. This
again adds weight, and 1t adds 1t to the unlocking portion
of the cycling mass, which helps control recoil by keeping
slide velocity down.

The slide has cocking serrations front and rear, and
while they are not deep or particularly sharp-edged, 1
found them fully up to the task of getting the shde retracted
to function. The extractor 1s not 1911, it 1s external, on the
right side, 1t 1s a lengthy hunk of steel, and 1t has plenty of
leverage to require compliance with the directive empties
have to leave the vicinity. The ejection port 1s generous.
The top of the shide 1s flattened, and grooved the length of
it to provide a non-glare sighting track, should you opt to
stick with the 1ron sights. If you do
not want to stick with the iron sights
(which are a fiber optic front and an
adjustable rear with a serrated steel
face) then you can take advantage of

The mag well is generous and beveled,
but the tapered top of the CZ magazine
is what makes reloads fast.




The DWX
comes with a pair of
nineteen-shot magazines.

the optics mounting plate. Select which optic you are going
to use from the Dan Wesson website and get it ordered,
and then use 1t to mount a red-dot. The DWX rear sight

1s mounted on the filler plate, so when you install an optic
you lose the 1rons, but that’s the way things are some times.

The DWX barrel does not use a bushing, 1t locks di-
rectly to the slide at the muzzle, and the muzzle is deeply
crowned. The barrel locks up 1n the ejection port, and
uses the same one-piece lower lug design as many modern
pistols to lock and unlock. The barrel 1s numbered to the
frame. Contrasting with the bright-red grips, the slide and
frame of the DWX are given a black DLC finish.

The big deal about the DWX is not just that it is a melding
of the 75 and the 1911, but how they did 1t. First, the
CZ-75 has a “shide inside” arrangement. That 1s, the frame
rails are exterior to the slide rails. The slide rides inside of
the frame. This makes the slide lighter than on a 1911, and
thus more-suited to the 9mm cartridge. It does mean that
there 1s less slide to grip when working the slide. Also, when
we all adopted the .40 S&W for competition back in 1990
(almost overnight) the slide velocity was ferocious. Those
using a 75-derived pistol (there were many copies) in .40
soon learned they could not get an adjustable rear sight to
survive for very long.

On the DWX, the slide rails are exterior to the
frame, as on the 1911. This gives it a bit more
mass, to soften recoil, and it provides all of the
gripping surface you'd ever need. Also, the firing

The barrel on the DWX is numbered to the frame.

The DWX comes
apart easily, and
cleans up just
as easily.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The CZ-75 on the left has its slide rails inside the
frame while the DWX has them outside the frame.

You can see that
the original CZ-75
magazines are
too short to fit
into the DWX, the
baseplate hits
before it can lock
in place.

The easiest way to disassemble the DWX is by using the
Vulcan-like Glock grip on it.

ﬁ
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DAN WESSON’S DWX PISTOL
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their own weight when instructed to. The DWX
uses the same CZ (and other brand) magazines
that also fit the CZ P-10 and CZ P-9. But any
magazine that 1s shorter will not work. The
tube 1s the same shape, but the baseplate on the
shorter magazines hits the frame before you
can get the magazine in high enough to lock

in place.

In testing, the DW X was soft 1n recoil, very
soft. You'd expect that, with the frame a husky
hand-filling size (but not too large to grip com-
fortably) and there’s also the weight. The Dan
Wesson specs list the DWX at 45 ounces, and
a quick check with the scale showed that to be

In this world of ultra-light handguns, this might seem a bit
heavy. With the right holster, you have easy carry and the
weight means recoil is a non-issue.

parts, while you start out disassembling 1t much like a 1911,
ends with the last part, the sear and disconnector, coming
out 1n a single assembly with the hammer already removed.
So, those small and easily dropped parts don’t have a
chance to get dropped and skitter under the workbench.

One detail on disassembly to know ahead of time: the
bottom edge of the slide 1s beveled to remove a sharp edge.
This makes the disassembly notch a bit difficult to find. I
found that gripping the DW X much like that of a Glock
helped me get the notch lined up just right to then press it
out of the frame.

The DWX magazines hold nineteen rounds, and both
lock the DWX open after the last shot, and drop free of

Soft recoil and snappy cycling. The DWX is already closed and sights
back on target, while the empty is six inches above the pistol.
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spot-on. A 45 ounce 9mm pistol 1s just not going
to recoil all that much. The trigger was clean
and crisp, and fell with monotonous regularity
at four pounds, eight ounces. Somebody out there is going
to object, “Two-plus grand, and the trigger isn't a hair trig-
ger?” In my mitial dry-fire testing, the DWX demonstrated
the same effect of a clean trigger feeling lighter than it
actually 1s. I've been doing this for decades, and it still
works the same: a clean trigger that feels a pound or more
less than i1t actually takes to drop the hammer. If you don’t
put a trigger weight scale to your DWX, you are unlikely
to feel 1t take as much as four pounds to drop the hammer.
Yes, it 1s that good.

As far as accuracy 1s concerned, this 1s another “not
worry’ subject. In testing, I found that only occasionally
did a bullet stray off of the two-inch aiming pasters I use.
Commonly, five rounds would fit onto the paster without
even touching the edges.
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For daily carry, C&G
makes excellent kydex
and other holsters that
readily fit the DWX.



<4 OK, Honey
Badger don’t care
fits right in here.
This is getting
close to bullseye-
level accuracy, in
a defensive load.

» Accuracy? The
DWX has got
accuracy. Tight
clusters at twenty-
five yards were
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For practice, and to use in competition, the Federal Syntech would be
an excellent choice.

DAN WESSON DWX PISTOL

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

As expected, the Hornady Critical Duty was easy to At o Bullet Acciirie

. . . y
control in the DWX and delivered excellent groups. Weight Velocity ES | SD | (Avg. & Best)
(fps) ;
(gr.) (in.)

. , Black Hills Honey Badger 100 1,321 2" 1556 1.8/71.6
So, a really nice trigger, great accuracy, a lot of =Ty e TR eV TICE,

capacity, and optics-ready. What then 1s the DWX el — ’ ' ' '
for? Given the weight, my first suggestion would Hornady Critical Duty 3O 068 | 16 | 656 6/1.4
be as a competition pistol. A lot of competitors -ederal Syntech et 1,088 [12d | 1.2 | 1./
run pistols that weigh even more than this, for the Accuracy results were to be averages of four, five-shot groups at 25 yards

recoil reduction, the steadiness 1n aim, and to re-
duce wear and tear of tens of thousands of rounds
a year for years at a time. As a carry gun, the
DWX and the two magazines that come with 1t will
gobble up almost an entire box of ammo. A C&G
kydex holster would be comfortable for daily carry, fast on the
draw, and secure enough to keep the DWX in place during
strenuous physical efforts. Add in a pair of mag holders and
you can be walking out the door with 39 rounds of 9mm

on your person. Yes, 45 ounces 1s a bit to pack, but with the
correct holster 1t can be very comforting. E

Black Hills Ammunition, Black-Hills.com, (605)348-5150
C&G Holsters, CandGHolsters.com, (724) 858-2856
Hornady Ammunition, Hornady.com, (800) 3338-3220
Federal Ammunition, FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100
Fiocchi Ammunition, FiocchiUSA.com, (417) 725-4118

off a Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured
on a Labradar chronograph set to read 15 feet from the muzzle.

SPECIFICATIONS DAN WESSON DWX PISTOL

Type: Hammer-fired semi-automatic
Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 19+1 rounds
Barrel: 4.95 in.
Overall Length: 8.5 1n.
Height: 5.85in
Weight: 45 oz.
Finish: DLC
Grips: Anodized aluminum
Sights: Fiber optic front & adjustable rear
Trigger: 4 lps. 2 oz.
MSRP: $2,159
Contact: Dan\WessonFirearms.com

AUGUST 2025 | FIREARMS NEWS 78



The MAC 2 Tactical Marine
shotgun ate everything, worked
with everything, and shot
everything right to the sights.

Fast, Slick, Impervious
to the Elements!

By Patrick Sweeney

thumping at relatively close ranges, I favor a shotgun.

The latest big bore to pass through Gun Abuse Central
1s the MAC 2 Tactical Marine. Oh my! A lot of the atten-
tion paid to shotguns of late 1s because of box magazines,
or AR-15-type layouts and handling. Call me old school
(actually, some days I think I am the definition of old
school), but I find the handling of a classically propor-
tioned shotgun to be just right, and wicked fast. The MAC
2 Tactical Marine fits that bill and adds in a bunch of new
that adds to the package.

Okay, first, the MAC 2 and how 1t works. The MAC 2
1s a licensed-from-Benelli, made-in-Turkey shotgun. The

I t 1s no great secret that when it comes time to deal a real
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S

TAGTICAL
MARINE

HOTGUN

internals are a design that has been around for more than

a couple of decades, and yet 1s still not fully grasped by a
lot of shooters. A summary of the Benelli recoil system

1s simple: you take a thumping. When you discharge a
firearm, you eject the payload of bullet (or 1n this case,
slug, shot and wad, whatever) towards the targets. Sir Isaac
Newton takes over, and your shoulder has to receive the
same momentum in counterforce. The timing of that 1s
what matters. “Gas guns shoot softer.” You’'ll hear 1t all the
time, and yes, and no, 1t 1s and 1sn’t true. The total recoil of
all of the various designs remains the same, regardless of
how they operate. What matters 1s the timing. The gas gun
disconnects, if we can use that term, the cycling mass from




One of the advantages of the traditional layout is the slick package it
presents. Nothing here to get hung up on clothing, gear or objects.

the felt recoil for a short time, and then once i1t bottoms out
at the back end, delivers 1t again. So, you experience the
recoil over a longer span of time. That gives the impression
of being softer, but 1t 1sn’t, it helps to think of it as a time-
plan for your recoil payment, without interest. (Shooters of
the old Browning Auto-5 knew about this for sure.)

Okay, the Benell1 system, which 1s what the MAC 2
uses? First, the parts involved. The bolt i1s the part that has
the extractor and locking lugs. The bolt body 1s what the
bolt rides 1n. The link connects the bolt body to the recoil
spring assembly. When the MAC 2 jolts back in recoil,
the whole shotgun drives back at you. However, the bolt
body 1s connected to the bolt head by means of an inertia
spring. The inertia of the bolt body keeps it motionless
1in space as the inertia spring 1s compressed. (The rest of
the shotgun parts assembly moves back, but the bolt body
does not. Within the frame of reference of the receiver the
bolt body is seen to be driving forward. Physics can be a
bit confusing.)

The “forward” movement of the bolt body rotates the
bolt by means of the camming surfaces inside of the bolt
body. The bolt unlocks, and the residual chamber pressure
helps extract the hull, also while compressing the action
spring. The hull blows out of the chamber, guided by the
extractor, and driven by the earned inertia of the com-
pressed inertia spring, the bolt, etc. (Again, physics can be
complicated.) The action spring compresses, ticks the shell
stop, bringing a new shell onto the lifter, and then drives
forward, chambering and closing.

Got 1t? Alright, now for the MAC 2 Tactical Marine
itself. Tactical? Marine? The Marine part 1s easy: MAC
takes the receiver, barrel, magazine tube and treats them to
an electroless nickel finish. Electroless nickel is just what 1t
says: 1t 1s not an electrical deposition, or electrical plating
method. The Nickel, with Teflon microbeads in the mix,
precipitates onto the surface (this requires various complex
chemical operations and 1s not a DIY process) in a smooth
even layer, without the buildup on edges the electroplating

FIREARMSNEWS.COM
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The MAC 2 Tactical Marine, with its traditional layout, is a design that |
and a lot of other shotgun shooters still find comfortable and handy.

The ghost ring rear has white dots for that three-dot aiming
that some favor. Me, | never notice them.
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The over-sized charging handle, to make manipulation easier.
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The small tab that allows you to lock the bolt back.
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S MAC 2 TACTICAL MARINE SHOTGUN

N
[

The handguard is polymer, checkered and shaped to provide a nhon-

slip grip.

The sling loop is part of the magazine tube.

There is a magazine tube clamp, to
support the tube during recoil.

The MAC 2 Tactical Marine
comes with three choke
tubes, one already installed.

<4 The front sight
has its own
white dot and

is protected by
side wings.

can create. The result 1s a matte, soft and slick to the touch
surface that wears well. If the surface of the electroless
nickel layer 1s scuffed, there are still Teflon microbeads
below the surface, and they still work to provide lubricity.
The recerver gets a ghost right rear sight, with the front
and rear presenting a three-dot sighting system and the

front blade 1s protected by side wings. This i1s a very fast
system that provides the accuracy you need to deliver slugs
right where needed, and yet you can still track clay birds
with birdshot. Or buckshot on falling plates or poppers.
When I went to Gunsite to shoot 1in a shotgun class
[mumble, mumble], years ago, I used a ghost ring sighting
arrangement to earn an E ticket. Wicked fast, plenty accu-
rate, and did I mention that I set the class record for speed
on the Dozier Drill? If you are one to use a red-dot optic
on a shotgun, which 1s becoming popular for good reasons
then MAC has you covered there as well. The MAC 2 has
a section of Picatinny rail on the top of the receiver, a
convenient place to clamp on a red-dot sight. The receiver

The receiver has a section of
Picatinny rail bolted on top, to
mount a red-dot or other optics.

You can see here that the magazine tube is
hollow and does not extend capacity. For that,
you’ll need to order up the plus-four tube from
" Military Armament.
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1s drilled and tapped for that pic rail, so if you favor some
other mounting solution then you can simply remove it
and get to work 1nstalling your own setup. It had better be
a really good setup, to go to the trouble, because the pic
rail 1s plenty convenient.

The barrel, eighteen and a half inches long, 1s smooth-
bore, but 1s threaded for the Benelli/Mobil choke system,
so you can put in choke tubes of whatever diameter works
best for your application.

The Tactical part seems obvious: the extended magazine
tube. Alas, the tube may be extended, but its capacity 1sn’t.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM
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i P oo % How fast does a Benelli action cycle?
"#x*2# The empty is inches away, and the

bolt is already halfway closed.

It 1s a five shot tube that makes 1t a five-plus-one shotgun.
But MAC does offer a plus-four extended tube you can
add to your Tactical Marine. It, also alas, 1s not electroless
nickeled. MAC adds a clamp and sling slot to make the
Tactical as convenient as possible. The clamp supports
the mag tube, which flexes during recoil, and the sling slot
means you can add a sling if you feel the need. Me, I'm
not too hot on slings on shotguns, but I can see the utility.
Also, part of the Marine, the handguard, 1s polymer as

1s the stock, and the stock has a rubber recoil pad on it,
which you will come to appreciate. MAC also adds an

4 The MAC 2
Tactical Marine
has screw-in
chokes, in the
readily available
Benelli/Mobil
pattern.

» The wrist of the
stock is molded
with a non-slip
texture that

works very well.
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S MAC 2 TACTICAL MARINE SHOTGUN

(T N A 0. S TS - ‘

Federal no-lead buckshot (for indoor practice and indoor simu-
lators) patterns at 10 yards as you expect buckshot to pattern.

over-sized charging handle to the MAC 2, so you will find
1t easy to manipulate. Which 1s the next step.

The manual of arms with the Benelli system requires
knowing a few details. To load, push the safety to the right.
It 1s behind the trigger, on the trigger guard. On the right
side of the trigger guard, ahead of the trigger 1s a small tab.
Slide your finger back from the muzzle along the edge of
the receiver and engage that tab, so 1t clicks back. This lets
you lock the bolt back. If you do not do this, the bolt will
not lock open when you cycle the charging handle. Lock
the bolt back. Drop a round into the loading/ejection port,
and then press the small button on the right side. This will
close the bolt, chambering a round. Now, load the magazine

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA
MAGC 2 TACTICAL MARINE SHOTGUN

BUCKSHOT (10 YARDS)
Ammunition Velocity Pattern
(fps) (in.)
Hornady Critical Defense 00 Buck 1,549 &9
Federal Force X2 00 Buck 1,20 4.6
Sellier & Bellot 00 Buck 1,217 6.5
Winchester Super X 00 Buck 1,308 2.5

SLUGS (50 YARDS)
Ammunition Velocity Group
(fps) (in.)
~ederal Truball (1 0z) 1,289 3
~iocchi Aero Low Recoll (1 0z) 1,199 3

Pattern results were to be averages of four shots at 10 yards off
a Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages of five shots
measured on a Labradar chronograph set to read 15 feet from
the muzzle. Slug groups 50 yards, from a rest.
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Hornady Black 00 buckshot patterns at 10 yards like it
hates the cardboard. That big hole you see is the wad.

by shoving shells into the mag tube, pressing the lifter out
of the way with each one. That’s the straightforward way.
There are other ways but read the manual and learn them. It
would take the rest of the space I have to detail everything.
One of the advantages of the Benelli system 1s the speed
of cycling. I have photos (a lot of them, actually) of the
bolt closing, shoving the next shell ahead of 1t halfway into
the chamber, with the just-fired empty not even inches away
from the receiver. You are not going to out-run a Benell1. If
it doesn’t go bang, the odds are (the very high odds, I have
to add) are that you short-stroked the trigger. There’s just no
beating the system. The downside 1s the recoil. In order for
the Benell1 system to work, you have to be a rigid recoil plat-
form. That means you take the hit, and at just under seven
pounds the MAC 2 Tactical Marine is going to come back
with some enthusiasm. That’s life. It 1sn’t any worse than
what a pump shotgun will deliver, but there 1t 1s, you can’t es-
cape. I found this out when the Benelli system was new, and
adding weight to tame recoil made it non-functional. There’s

The ghost ring rear is adjustable for windage and elevation.
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The MAC 2 Tactical Marine
disassembled.

only a small amount of porting you can do before the sys-
tem starts to stall on you. And why doesn’t the disconnected
bolt soften recoil, as i1t does on a gas gun? Mass. The Benelli
bolt doesn’t have much, but your typical gas gun has a lot,
relatively speaking.

In testing, I found the MAC 2 Tactical Marine was
responsive 1n handling, and it fit me quite well. The recoil
pad made shooting less onerous, if not exactly fun (but
then, this 1s a 12 gauge after all, there’s going to be some
work 1mvolved) and there were no malfunctions. You’ll
notice I used reduced-recoil shells in testing. I'm not sure
there 1s something I dislike enough to subject my shoulder
to the recoil of a one-ounce slug at 1,600 ps.

So, why this shotgun? Why not something 12-gauge else?
As long as you can take the hit (and I'd suggest asking
around at the gun club to see about trying someone’s Benelli-
system shotgun, to see) the MAC 2 Tactical Marine is noth-
ing but pluses. It 1s light, so it won’t be a burden to carry.
The electroless nickel finish shrugs off corrosion and makes
1t easy to clean. The polymer handguard and stock are also
tough, and you won’t shed a tear if 1t, or they get scratched in
use, unlike a nicely-figured set of wood. Plus, if the nickel 1s
too flashy, you can always apply a rattle-can camo paint job.
Oh, the paint won’t stay under hard use, electroless nickel
sheds paint, too, but for your time in the woods hunting, or
wherever, the paint will stay on well-enough.

I objected to the recoil back in the day, but I'm getting
more used to it, and the MAC 2 Tactical Marine 1s one
reason why. Thumping costs, but the MAC 2 Tactical
Marine does it 1n style.

Federal Ammunition, FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100
Hornady Ammunition, Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220
Sellier & Bellot, SellierBellot.us

Winchester Ammunition, \Winchester.com

Fiocchi Ammunition, Fiocchiusa.com, (417) 725-4118
...
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The two-lugged bolt that locks the
shell in the chamber on each shot.

But the best part 1s this: the price. With a list price right
in the middle between four and five Benjamins, and we
all know that over the counter at your local gun shop 1t 1s
going to be less, you can hardly do this well with any-
thing else. Birdshot, buckshot, slugs, the MAC 2 Tactical
Marine eats 1t all, keeps on working, and won’t burn a hole
through your wallet. That’s a tough combo to beat. El

SPECIFICATIONS

MAC 2 TACTICAL MARINE SHOTGUN

Type: Hammer-fired recoll-operated semi-automatic
Caliber: 12 Gauge, 2-3/4 in. & 3 In.
Capacity: 5+1 rounds
Barrel: 18.5in.
Overall Length: 34.5in.
Weight: 8 lbs., 12 oz.
Finish: Electroless nickel
Furniture: Polymer, with recoll pad
Sights: Ghost ring rear, post front, top Picatinny rail
Trigger: 5 lbs., 1 oz.
MSRP: $450
Contact: MilArmamentCorp.com, (865) 604-6894
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The Taipan X is a modern sporting rifle
you can own most anyplace in America.
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he Taipan X from Southern Cross Small Arms 1s a

radical departure from your typical modern sporting

rifle. A pump-action, spring-assisted design chambered
in 5.56x45mm, the Taipan X 1s roughly the same size and
weight as a typical AR-15 rifle. However, the gun 1s indeed
manually operated. As a result, it 1s legal in all fiftty American
states, even the ones with ridiculously draconian gun laws.

For my put-upon brethren who, for whatever reason, live

in such freedom-averse locales, that’s legitimately great. The
Taipan X 1s accurate, reliable, and fun. However, the gun
has appeal in the free spaces as well. Offering sort of an
arithmetic mean between a rapid-firing semiauto AR and a
traditional pump-action hunting rifle, the Taipan X discour-
ages profligate ammunition expenditure while still offering
all the firepower you might reasonably desire. Running the
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gun on the range 1s a fresh, new experience. Curiously, the
Taipan X 1s made by our friends in Australia.

Origin Story

I actually spent some time in Australia back in the 1990’s
on Uncle Sam’s nickel. I got tagged to deploy to a place
called Rockhampton on the northeast coast of Queensland
as part of Operation Tandem Thrust. Our objective was to
conduct joint operations with our Down Under counter-
parts to vanquish evil or some such. While there, I met some
fascinating folks and saw some amazing things.

Everything in Australia wants to kill you. It’s just not
like the rest of the world. Australia seems not yet quite
domesticated. From the dinner plate-sized spiders to the
meanest, nastiest, most venomous snakes on Planet Earth,




you're seldom more than one step away from something
that wants to eat you for dinner. Australia plays home to
crocodiles that could pass for dinosaurs and the scariest
sharks. Amidst all of that rugged manliness, Australians
have curiously castrated themselves as regards gun laws.

It began as 1t always does. In 1996, a perennial loser
whose name doesn’t deserve to be spoken opened fire on
tourists at an historic site at Port Arthur, Tasmania, with
an AR-15and an L1A1 FAL. When the smoke cleared,

35 innocent people were dead and a further 23 injured. Of
course, all of that could have been avoided by a single good
guy with a gun. However, this horrific event understandably
left a deep scar on the Australian national consciousness.

Prior to that time, the Australian gun culture was not
fundamentally dissimilar from our own. Semiauto sporting

Pump-Action AR-15
Thunder from Down Under

By Will Dabbs, MD

weapons were freely available, and Australians living in the
great expanses of wilderness that make up their sprawling
nation were fairly well-armed. Then they passed the Nation-
al Firearms Agreement (NFA), and everything changed.

After the passage of the Australian NFA, semiautomatic
rifles and shotguns, as well as all fully automatic weap-
ons, were banned with few exceptions. All firearms were
licensed. Anyone applying for a firearms license had to
complete firearms safety training courses. Applicants had
to demonstrate a legitimate reason for possessing a fire-
arm, such as club membership or hunting. There was also
a 28-day waiting period built into all gun purchases along
with fairly strict secure storage requirements.

Prior to this time, gun ownership in Australia was quite
widespread. Most of the Australian Army officers with
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THE SCSA TAIPAN X RIFLE

The Taipan X from Southern Cross Small
Arms is a reliably different pump-action .223
modern sporting rifle imported from Australia.

whom I served had owned firearms. Following the imple- removed some 650,000 firearms from the civilian popula-
mentation of the NFA, Australia carried out a massive tion. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Australia destroyed many
mandatory buyback program wherein the government of the firearms with a program whereby an enclosed
confiscated banned weapons from their owners in trailer, pulled by car or truck, would show up in Australian
exchange for a stipend. The Australian government neighborhoods on a given day. Inside the truck were metal

o
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The Taipan X is an effective weapon for recreation,
hunting, and home defense. It is also legal in all fifty
American states. The rifle occupies about the same space
as a comparable AR15. However, the pump-action design
circumvents a lot of regional gun control laws.
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> | spent a little time down
under back in 1997 courtesy
the US government. | arrived
right after the dust settied
on the new Australian gun
confiscation scheme.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

MADE IN AUSTRALIA

S5.96XxX45
223 REM

1:8 TWIST

The .223 Wylde chambering lets you
shoot .223 and 5.56x45mm ammuni-
tion interchangeably.

politicians make restrictive new rules,
and gun manufacturers design prod-
ucts that remain m compliance. In
Australia, the end result was the Tai-

The Taipan X makes use of the latest manufacturing techniques.

cutting disc tools which a government worker would use to
cut the banned firearms in half. Residents would line up on
the street to have their firearms destroyed.]

I was 1n Australia in 1997. I recall driving by several
recently-closed gun shops. This legislative initiative toppled
the sitting Australian government, but the damage was
done. The guns were gone. Some three decades later, the
Australian state of Victoria just recently passed legislation
outlawing machetes. It really never stops.

The success of this disarmament movement has been
widely touted by American gun control advocates as a
template for use on our side of the pond. However, there
1s a minor 1ssue of scale. There are currently 26.6 million
people living in Australia. There are 340 million Ameri-
cans. We own more than 400 million guns. We buy 1.4 mil-
lion new weapons per month on a slow year. Red-blooded
Americans purchase more guns in two weeks than were
confiscated in the entirety of Australia.

As a result of the Australian NFA, the market adapted
as 1t always does. Like some bizarre game of whack-a-mole,

pan X. This radically unconventional
repeating rifle will find a welcome
home 1n places like California, Illinois,
and New Jersey that eschew personal freedom in our own
great country. It remains sitmply great fun in the free states
as well.

The controls on the Taipan X are intuitive.
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THE SCSA TAIPAN X RIFLE
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The Taipan X will
accept any standard

Details

The Taipan X 1s built around an an-
odized aluminum frame. The stainless
steel barrel 1s chambered 1n .223 Wylde
and rifled 1-1n-8 twist rate to stabilize
most any bullet weight. The bolt and
bolt carrier assembly are also environ-
mentally-resistant stainless. There 1s
a full-length Picatinny rail up top for
optics and plenty of M-LOK space for
accessories. The Taipan X features a
familiar M4-style rotating safety lever
and feeds from standard M4 magazines.
The gun comes with an adjustable
cheek riser. In general layout, the rifle
feels quite a lot like an AR.

M4 magazine.

The buttstock on the Taipan X is fixed, but it has an
adjustable cheek riser.
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It takes about 30 seconds to master the pump action on the Taipan X.

The pump action includes a gener-
ous spring-assist feature. That means
you can manually cycle the action open, and the return
spring will close 1t automatically. This makes the gun light-
ning fast in action. No kidding, it’s not semiauto AR fast,
but you can see 1t from here.

In addition to the manual polymer pump forearm, there
1s also an optional charging handle that can be installed
on the left side of the rifle. Thusly configured, the gun be-
comes a straight-pull manual action. That 1s handy when
running the gun off of a bipod for precision work.

There 1s a nifty crossbolt built into the back of the re-
cerver that locks the action open for servicing. The manual
claims that disassembly for cleaning is neither necessary
nor recommended. The Taipan X comes with a ten-round
Magpul M4 magazine that secures the bolt to the rear on
the last shot fired. The bolt then flies forward of its own
accord once the mag 1s removed. Any standard M4 feeding
device to include 100-round Beta mags will run just fine.




Accessorizing

The Taipan X accepts the same sorts of cool-guy stuft
any AR might. I mounted up a top-end Trijicon MRO
(Miniaturized Rifle Optic) along with a corresponding 3X
pivoting magnifier. The MRO 1s available in a wide variety
of finishes and configurations.

There are certainly cheaper options. However, what you
get with the MRO 1s some preternaturally perfect glass
along with that legendary military-grade Trijicon tough-
ness. The MRO will run for more than two years on a
standard CR2032 button cell. It is also made in America
and has a Bible verse on the side. If that doesn’t resonate
with you, then you might want to hand over your man
card for a while.

The tactical light comes from Streamlight. The Protac
rail-mount HP-X Pro long gun light comes with a remote
pressure switch as well as a their unique Jack-Cap tail
switch with TEN-TAP programming. The Protac can be
readily configured in three different operating programs
and reliably controlled even in hard dark. The thing runs
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Nothing about the Taipan is intended to be
disassembled at the user level. However, once
you get into the gun’s entrails it is indeed a
cool, fascinating space.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

<4 Mounting up
this handy knuried
knob turns the
Taipan X into

a manually
operated straight-
pull repeater.

O SCSA' TAIPAN

0] TX01208U Ya

MADE IN AUSTRALIA, MPORTED BY LEGACY SPORTS, RENO.NV
» This crossbolt

locks the
action open
for inspection.

off of a rechargeable lithium 10n battery pack or a pair of
CR123A disposable batteries. It will all but burn your face
off it 1s so bright.

SilencerCo quiets everything down. The Velos LBP
(Low Back Pressure) can 1s 3D-printed out of Inconel and
unkillable. This advanced design helps minimize gas blow-
back and 1s widely customizable. SilencerCo offers mounts
and endcaps to suit both your mission and your mood.
The Velos LBP 1s sealed and welded for legit hard use. In
a crowded field of rifle-rated sound suppressors, this 1s as
good as it gets.

Trigger Time

Running the Taipan X 1s a fascinating experience.

All tricked out the gun is portly, so recoil 1s a non-event.
Follow up shots are quick and intuitive. The spring-
assisted action keeps things spunky. It’s a manually operat-
ed firearm, so it was naturally reliable with everything we
shoved through it.

Accuracy 1s comparable to any high-end AR. Do your
part, and this gun shoots plenty straight. The trigger 1s
exceptionally crisp and diaphanous. I would put it in the
same league with a high-end aftermarket AR trigger.
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THE SCSA TAIPAN X RIFLE

The Trijicon MRO with its associated pivoting magnifier
represents the top of the heap in rugged military-grade red
dot sights.
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The Streamlight Protac HP-X Pro is tough, lightweight, and
blindingly bright.

Magazine changes are similar to those of your favorite
M4, except that you drive the action manually. The Velos
LBP sound suppressor excises the muzzle chaos, while the
Trijicon MRO drops your rounds right where you want
them from across-the-room distances out to the limits of the
cartridge. The Streamlight Protac keeps your prickly at 0200
when you hear glass breaking downstairs unexpectedly.

Ruminations

When I was in Austraha, I was walking through a mili-
tary motor pool and encountered a small mnocuous-
looking snake. My Digger buddy suggested we give the
little guy a wide berth. He said that, in addition to packing
a most deadly neurotoxin, this little reptile had an excep-
tionally aggressive and unpleasant disposition. Australia 1s
full to bursting with malevolent creatures of that sort. One
of the nastiest 1s the Taipan.

The Taipan snake grows to a whopping nine and a half
feet and features a neurotoxic venom that clots your blood
and disables your nervous system. The taipan 1s considered
one of the deadliest snakes in the world. It seems a proper
name for a sleek black pump-action repeating rifle that you
can legally own most anyplace.

California has some of the most restrictive gun laws 1n
the country. However, Californians still buy a bit north
of a million guns a year. Roughly 14% of the population
1s armed. Anyplace traditional semiauto AR rifles are
banned, the Taipan X offers nearly the same performance
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The SilencerCo Velos LBP offers superior suppression while
minimizing gas blowback into the rifle.

The Taipan X moves just as fast and shoots just as straight
as a high-end AR-15.

without all of the Imperial entanglements, to paraphrase
Star Wars.

Even 1f you live in one of the blessedly free states, the
Taipan X remains a splendid sporting rifle. For hunting,
target shooting, or recreation, a pump-action, magazine-
fed, functionally-recoilless varmint gun has a natural
niche. There 1s also a need for this type of rifle for those
who live 1n free states. If you live 1n a free state and like to
travel by car or RV, having a Taipan rifle 1s a great way to
take along a defensive rifle you can go anywhere with —
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| shot these 35-meter groups to get-acquainted groups off Take your time at 100 yards, and the Taipan X will group
of a simple rest. beautifully.
PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
TAIPAN X PUMP-ACTION RIFLE SOUTHERN CROSS SMALL ARMS TAIPAN X RIFLE
Load Group Velocity | SD Type: Manual Pump Action
Size (in., | (fps) Caliber: .223 Wyld
Best/Avg.) Cotici LI e
| Barrel: 16.5in.
Winchester 55-gr. FMJ 2.0 L7788 3,084 | 27.1 G T
Hornady 62-gr. FMJ 12/16 | 2,766 | 305 - _V::ae e;‘g g B ot
el un/Gun .
Black Hills 77-gr. OTM 1.9/24 2,680 | 10.9 gwit(h Mount): 7.5 Ibs. (rifle only) / 10.6 lbs. as tested
~ederal Gold Medal 77-gr. OTM | 2.1/ 3.2 2894 e i e
Group Size is taken from three ﬁvg—ghot groups fired Qﬁ of a Sights: Trijicon MRO
sandbag rest at 100 yards. Velocity is the average of fifteen .
rounds measured by a Garmin Xero C1 chronograph. MSRP: $1,299 (rifle only)

Contact: LegacySports.com, (800) 5-LEGACY

even ban states (but first check with transportation laws
in those liberal states). Even for a guy with a calloused Trijicon, Trijicon.com, (800) 338-0563

trigger finger like mine, the Taipan X 1s a fun new shooting Streamlight, Streamlight.com, (800) 523-7488
experience. It’s the thunder from down under. B3 ’ ' ’
b SilencerCo, SilencerCo.com, (801) 41/7-5384
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The Taipan X is a refreshingly different sporting rifle.
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This is my buddy Sario Caravalho back when
he was a Special Forces Lieutenant in Vietham.
Sario and his Montagnards captured what were
likely some of the first AK rifles encountered in
theater. (Sario Caravalho photo)

i
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND’S
FIRST CAPTURED KALASHNIKOV

AND THE STORY OF

GREEN BERET SARIO CARAVALHO

WHO CAPTURED IT

By Will Dabbs, MD

he year was 1965, and the war in Vietnam was just
getting properly energized. American Special Forces
A-Teams deployed to remote regions of South Vietnam
to organize indigenous forces into functioning military units.
In short order, these dedicated local militias were conducting
vigorous combat patrols alongside their special forces (SF)
advisors throughout their designated areas of operations.

My buddy, Major Sario Caravalho, was one of the first
Green Berets 1n country. In fact, Sario was actually one of
the earliest Special Forces operators in the Army. He enlisted
1in 1955 and assessed into SF directly out of Basic Training.

Back then, there was no formalized SF Qualification
course. Early SF training was conducted by experienced
senior NCOs who had learned their trade in both World
War II and Korea. These pioneering special operators
then perfected their craft once they got downrange. Sario
deployed to Vietnam directly from Fort Bragg as a Second
Lieutenant with the 5th Special Forces Group.

Sario and I first met when I happened to take a seat
next to him at a local veteran’s breakfast at Harmon’s

T

The Chicom Type 56 AK-47 was a
revolutionary combat tool when it

was first encountered in Vietnam
in the mid-1960’s.

Restaurant in Paris, Mississippl. The owner of Harmon'’s,
Mack Thweatt, along with his buddy, former Infantry First
Sergeant Justin Hill, host the get-together the first
Saturday of every month
just because they are such
great Americans. That first
conversation blossomed
into an enduring friendship.

» Sario Caravalho was one
of the Army’s first Green
Berets. He ultimately did

three combat tours in Viet-

nam. (Sario Caravalho photo)
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND’S FIRST CAPTURED KALASHNIKOV

This is a picture of Sario and his team on a clandestine
mission into Iran in 1962. Sario is third from the left in the
back row. CPT Larry Thorne, formerly of the Waffen SS, is
top right. (Sario Caravalho photo)

Foundations

In 1962, Sario took part in a covert special forces
mission into Iran to retrieve the bodies of an American
aircrew lost when their spy plane crashed at 14,500 feet in
the Zagros Mountains. This operation was led by a pair
of SF officers, one of whom was Larry Thorne—a Green
Beret legend. CPT Thorne was a Finn who earned the Iron
Cross fighting the Soviets for the Germans during WWIL.
After the war, Thorne smuggled himself into the US,
joined the American Army, and assessed into Special Forc-
es. He was later killed in action in Vietnam. Thorne 1s the
only member of the Waffen SS to be buried at Arlington.
He penned Sario’s letter of recommendation to Officer
Candidate School.

Sario ultimately did three combat tours in Vietnam.
His service in that terribly-conflicted space spanned the
spectrum from the opening salvoes to turning out the
lights. The first time he met an AK rifle was a significant
emotional event.

The Mission

Sario’s first deployment to Vietnam saw him assigned to
one of nine A-Teams deployed as the advance contingent for
the 5Sth SF Group. They operated out of the austere Special
Forces camp at An Khe. These guys hit the ground running.

This particular patrol consisted of a pair of SF opera-
tors and some fifty indigenous Montagnards. Allied forces
were equipped with WWII-surplus weapons at this early
stage 1n the fight. That typically meant M1 Garands, M2
Carbines, Thompsons, Grease Guns, and BARs. Sario told
me they had M1919A4 and A6 Brownings as well, but that
they had not yet been 1ssued M16s or M60s.
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Sario deployed to Vietnham before the M16 and M60 saw any
significant action. They used WWII-vintage small arms like
these until the “Big Army” caught up with state-of-the-art gear.

The operation was a search and destroy mission staged
into a valley between An Khe and Pleiku. The route of
march had the patrol following the track of a narrow
paved road which connected Pleiku in the west with An

NVA troops were fierce fighters. (Public domain)



Sario and his guys were eventually issued M16 rifles like this
602 model he is holding. However, at the time of his first
engagement, they were still using WWil-vintage ordnance.

Khe 1n the east. All went well until they encountered a
well-worn trail moving perpendicularly across the little
motorway. It was here that the NVA (North Vietnamese
Army) troops staged their ambush.

The incoming enemy fire was initially suffocating. How-
ever, these Montagnards and their two Green Beret advi-
sors were hard, battle-tested men who retained cohesion

A Sario’s troops captured
a handful of SKS (top) and AK-47 rifles
during this particular combat patrol.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

and control despite the chaos. They ultimately returned an
adequate volume of fire to break the back of the ambush
and assaulted through their attackers.

The NVA soldiers who survived melted back into the

jungle, taking many of their dead and wounded with them.

As the Montagnard troops swept the abandoned enemy
positions, they found discarded equipment and abandoned
weapons along with several NVA bodies. Among this
detritus of war were some unique new rifles.

Sario’s guys returned to An Khe with three SKS car-
bines and a pair of Kalashnikov assault rifles. He said that
all five of the guns looked to be brand spanking new. The
heat and humidity of the Vietnamese jungle were hard
on firecarms. Weapons did not appear new for long. These
were indeed quite freshly 1ssued. Now hold that thought...

The Guns

The convoluted tale of the Kalashnikov rifle 1s founda-
tional dogma for gun nerds like us. In the three quarters of
a century since 1ts inception, the story has taken on a life
of 1ts own. Some of what resulted 1s no doubt embellished
to feed an 1nsatiable Cold War propaganda machine. How-
ever, there 1s yet still embedded deep within an undeniable
kernel of truth.

Mikhail Timofeyevich Kalashnikov first drew breath 1n
1919 1n the Russian village of Kurya in present-day Altai
Krai. He was the 17th of 19 children born to Russian
peasant parents Aleksandra Frolovna and Timofey Alek-
sandrovich Kalashnikov. Young Mikhail left school after
Seventh Grade to work as a tractor mechanic. In 1938 at
the age of eighteen, he was drafted into the Red Army.
Based upon his experience maintaining diesel tractors, the
young soldier was assigned to the 24th Tank Regiment of
the 108th Tank Division crewing T-34 tanks.

Kalashnikov supposedly developed
the 1dea for his extraordinary assault
rifle while recovering from wounds
incurred fighting the Germans during

<4 The milled receiver Type 3 AK-47
was the most commonly encountered
Kalashnikov rifle in Vietham. Most
examples were originally produced

in either Russia or China.

the Battle of Bryansk in October of
1941. While his first effort to craft
a new pistol-caliber submachine
gun was rejected, that basic design
eventually evolved into the most-pro-
duced firearm 1n human history. The
Avtomat Kalashnikova Model 1947
was standardized for 1ssue in 1949,
That first AK was actually built
around a stamped steel receiver that
was deemed insufficiently robust for
general military use. The subsequent
milled receiver version, what we call
a Type 3 AK-47 on this side of the
pond, saw widespread service around

the globe. This was the primary version
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Mikhail Kalashnikov’s eponymous rifle What most in the popular media call an AK-47 (top) is actually an AKM (bottom).
went on to become the most-produced The differences between the two receivers are obvious at a glance once you

firearm in history. (Mil.ru photo) know what to look for.

encountered in Vietnam. That rifle evolved into the AKM That AKM eventually begat the AK-74 family of weap-
or Avtomat Kalashnikova modernizirovanny in 1959 with ons chambered for 5.45x39mm. Variations on that theme
1ts now-perfected pressed steel recerver. All of these weapons  still serve widely on both sides in the ongoing kinetic ac-
fired the same revolutionary M43 7.62x39mm cartridge. tion in Ukraine. Mikhail Kalashnikov died in 2013 at age

94 as a Lieutenant General in the Russian Army. Curious-
ly, he also made time to pen half a dozen books of poetry.
Kalashnikov’s eponymous rifle went on to become one of
humanity’s most influential inventions.

Once it became common knowledge that Sario and his guys
had bagged a couple of these mysterious new communist
The AK-47 eventually became ubiquitous across Vietham. How- rifles, the supreme commander, General William Westmore-
ever, in early 1965, they were still both mysterious and rare. land (left), choppered in to take a look. (U.S. Navy photo)
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The CIA first got wind of the AK-47 1n 1953. They stole
their first copy a year later. The spooks landed a folding
stock version in 1961. However, little of that filtered down
to the earth pigs of the US Army who were actually going
to face the things in combat.

Background

Vietnam has a long history of both colonialism and
isurrection. Back then, the place was veritably awash 1n
guns. However, like the Allied troops they faced, most of
the weapons carried by NVA and VC (Viet Cong) troops
at this point were fairly antiquated. Much of this ordnance
was captured from the French after they beat their hasty
retreat or consisted of WWII-surplus equipment supplied
by the Russians and Chinese. A surprisingly large number
of WWIlI-vintage German weapons made their way into
this soggy Southeast Asian war zone as well.

Vietnam always was a proxy fight between the forces of
freedom and those of communism. The Americans sent

An AK-47-type rifle, shown here alongside semi-
auto versions of the M16A1 and XM177E2 carbine.
The AK is an iconic part of the war in Vietham.

Westmoreland’s aide claimed they just wanted to
borrow the captured AKs so they could tear them
down and learn their secrets. Naturally, Sario and
his buddies never saw the guns again.

massive volumes of weapons, gear, and infrastructure sup-
port along with tens of thousands of combat troops. The
Russians and Chinese mostly just sent guns—Iots and lots
of guns. These SKS and AK rifles were fresh, unexpected
additions to the evolving battlefield.

Unwanted Adult Supervision

Sari0’s men duly catalogued the gear they had captured
and reported 1t up the chain of command. Most fascinat-
ing were the radically-advanced communist infantry rifles
that fired the weird, cut-down 7.62x39mm intermediate
cartridge. Once word got out that American troops had
actually gotten their hands on a few copies of these revolu-
tionary weapons, everyone took an interest.

In short order, a modest contingent of helicopters arrived
carrying none other than General William Westmoreland
along with his entourage. Westmoreland was the Supreme
Commander of allied forces in Vietnam from 1964 through
1968. He had heard rumors about these strange new rifles
and wanted to see them up close for himself.

Westmoreland and his stafi pawed over the
weapons and then headed back to their waiting
helicopters. One of the General’s aides gathered up
the five rifles and made for the 1dling aircraft. When
Sari0’s team leader protested, the officer assured
him they would make a detailed technical
assessment of the guns and then send
them back. Of course, Sario and his fellow
Green Berets never saw them again.

Denouement

These two rifles were purportedly some
of the very first of their type brought
into South Vietnam by the North Viet-
namese. In the Spring and
Summer of 1965, Sario and
his teams captured more of
these distinctive weapons,
demonstrating the ever-
increasing levels of NVA
activity 1n the South as well

4
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The Type 56 AK-47 was the best rifle in the world when it
was introduced. Compact, maneuverable, and inimitably re-

liable, the AK was arguably the perfect insurgency weapon.

as growing support by outside actors. By war’s end, AKs would be pretty cherry. Were it properly documented,

were ubiquitous. registered during the brief 30-day amnesty in 1968, and
It was a big deal to capture the first AK rifles encoun- then sold at auction, one of those AKs would make a
tered 1n combat 1n Vietnam. As souvenirs go, that one pretty decent retirement nest egg today.

'.‘-.

Today, Sario is still fit and hard even at 87. It is a privilege to call him a friend.
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AK and SKS rifles were both introduced 1n
Soviet service around the same time 1n the late
1940’s. The first inkling we had in the West of
the new Kalashnikov rifle was a hand-drawn
rendition by a CIA operative of a “mysterious
submachinegun” carried by a Soviet soldier
outside Leningrad in April of 1953. Those
two examples my buddy Sario and his fellow
Green Berets captured back in 1965 were
obviously the first of many more to come.

Today, Sario 1s 87 years old, fit, and
healthy. He can even still hear, something that
1s fairly rare among those of us of a certain
age who once wore the uniform. Listening to
him relate first-person stories such as these 1s
like touching history. We do indeed stand on
the shoulders of giants, my friends.

There are an estimated 100 million
Kalashnikov rifles in service with sundry
armies, warlords, terrorists, criminals, and
militarized children around the globe. Nowa-
days, these things are absolutely everywhere.

However, my buddy Sario was there for some
of the first. HEI
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The ThinLine cycles briskly. The empty is barely away
and the ThinLine is already closed and back on target.

Inin Is Always In, Especially PISTOL
With Carry Pistols! sy patrick sweeney

I t 1s amazing what the marketplace can accomplish. If them. From the Micro Compact they grafted on the slim

you had told us, even just a few years ago, that it would  profile, the one-inch-thick grip and slide combo. Then

be possible to have a compact double-stack 9mm pistol ~ they complimented it with the extended grip of the
that held an abundance of 9mm rounds and that the whole = Compact, to give you more ammo. And while they were
package would be one-inch thick, we’d have scoffed. Only at 1t, they added 1n even more, plus the expected great
single-stack pistols could be that thin, but here we are. The  features of the Stoeger line as well as the amazing cost
Stoeger ThinLine 1s just that. they’ve always delivered.

The big deal with the ThinLine is that Stoeger took the Okay, up top. There 1s a squared steel slide, with cocking
best features of two of their popular pistols and combined  serrations fore and aft. They don’t skimp on making the
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The Stoeger ThinlLine in its case with all the extras.

serrations work for you, they are wide, edgy and many. The
sights are a solid ramped rear and a blade front, both 1n
transverse dovetails. So, if you find that for you the
ThinLine 1s just a bit off left or right, you can readily move
one or both to get your hits on-center or replace them if
you simply must have something else. Most of you won't,
as the three-dot night sights are large enough, clear enough
and suited to the task. These sights glow 1n the dark, so
you’d have to work hard to upgrade from the ones they

FIREARMSNEWS.COM
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From the side you wouldn’t be able to
tell just how thin the ThinlLine is.

The sparse controls tell you
right away that the ThinlLine
is a striker-fired pistol.

install. The top of the slide also has an optics cover plate.
The machined recess 1s cut to the pattern for an RMSc

red dot, and you can install one of those directly with no
need for an adapter plate. If you want to mount a red dot,
you simply unbolt the plate and do the usual assembly

and locking down DIY pistolsmithing. Another bonus:

the plate 1s forward of the rear sight, so you don’t have to
choose between 1rons or a dot. While youre there, you may
notice the loaded chamber indicator. This 1s a notch in the

The front of the slide shows all the
extras: the night sights, the aggressive
serrations, the ports for the comp.

On the rear of the slide, the cover plate
keeps the striker parts in place. The
night sights, three-dot, are clearly visible.

The dustcover has a rail for acces-
sories, and it is also where the serial
number plate is.
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STOEGER'’S THINLINE PISTOL

The ThinLine does not have
a replaceable backstrap, but
most of us don’t need one.

The very slim grip has three
different patterns of textur-
ing on it.

rear center of the barrel hood, and you can see if there’s a
chambered round in there by peering down into the notch.
The next big deal with the ThinLine is the barrel. Well,
the barrel and comp/port. The barrel stops short of the
front end of the slide. The slide has transverse slots ma-
chined through it on the upper half, forward of the muzzle.
When the bullet exits the muzzle, it passes through the for-
ward part of the slide and out the clearance hole machined
for the barrel. The ports divert some of the gases up, to
dampen muzzle rise. Some gases also impact the inside
faces of the slots, and thus dampen recoil that would
otherwise be directly back. When the slide cycles, 1t passes
over the crown of the barrel, and once fully rearward the
muzzle protrudes from the slide by a small amount. There
are a number of ways to divert muzzle gases to dampen
felt recoil and this one that the engineers at Stoeger have
chosen 1s compact and effective.

The barrel locks up 1n the ejection port opening and
on the right side behind the ejection port 1s the extractor.
All the normal and effective engineering we have come to
expect from Stoeger.

The optics plate is forward of the
rear sight, so you don’t lose the
rear sight when you go dot.
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The trigger guard and frontstrap ride up to the magazine
release to give you a higher grip.

The frame 1s a polymer construction and with the frame
Stoeger has chosen to not include a replaceable backstrap.
While this means those shooters who simply must have the
option are prevented from doing so, 1t does mean less cost.
No need for the extra molds to create the other sizes, nor
the extra space on the frame needed to provide a secure
mounting method for replaceable backstraps. We all got
along for over a century without replaceable backstraps,
and the vast majority of us still can.

There 1s, of course, an accessory rail, because 1t 1s now
as essential as sights are. At a recent competition, I noticed
that half the pistols used, all daily carry 9mms, had lights
mounted on them. The ThinLine does not let you down in
this regard. The dust cover 1s also where you’ll find one of
the many serial numbers on the ThinLine. Frame, barrel

> Inside the slide,
the barrel ends
about where the
front sight is.

The slots are

the comp.

V¥ When the
ThinLine cycles,
the barrel passes
out of the slide.




The ThinLine comes apart exactly like a Glock does, so if
you know that, you know the ThinLine.

and slide are numbered. Plus, there are 2D codes on slide
and barrel. (And I thought 7 labeled everything.) Behind
the dustcover, Stoeger has created a textured oval as an
indexing point for your trigger finger when it 1s out of the
trigger guard. Kudos, Stoeger. The trigger guard curves up
to meet the lifted frontstrap, so your hand can get higher

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

» Not only does
the ThinlLine
have serial
numbers on
major parts,
there is a

2D code on
the barrel

and slide. This
is serious
production
tracking.
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on the frame. The frame 1s extensively textured to provide
a non-slip grip, with three different patterns of texture: one
on the frontstrap, one on the backstrap and a third on the
sides of the frame.

The straight trigger has a safety blade in the middle of
it, because this 1s a striker-fired pistol with internal safeties
as well. One nice extra 1s the magazine release, which 1s
reversible. So left-handed shooters can swap the button if
they wish. The grip has a swell, or rib, or blade, streaking
back from the magazine release, which does two things.
One, it gives your hand an index on the frame, and it also

The ThinLine comp works to dampen felt recoil, and for such a compact and lightweight gun, it helps a lot.
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STOEGER'’S THINLINE PISTOL

<4 The ThinLine

% b is easy to shoot,
» ot and the accuracy
| —— testing demon-
pdeni, i . * strated that.

» The ThinLine
really liked the
Honey Badger
load, and if this
was your choice
for daily carry
you’d be

doing good.

M ™ ‘:,_ 5. » The last shot

S L .. o F I for this group was

FEDERAL =) | & Nl the one upper

o " e e, left. Of course. If
g Sy

I’d stopped at four
it would be a real

e R T
bragging group.

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA
'STOEGER THINLINE PISTOL

Ammunition - Bullet Velocity ES| SD - Accuracy

‘Weight ) | (fps) | | (Avg. & Best) (in)
Black Hills Honey Badger 100 1,197 | 24 | 9.9 922
Hornady FTX 115 1118 | 20| 75 2/00 9mm ammuni.tion On your person in
Siocchi FVIJ 115 1,169 | 71 | 33.8 22/25 aeind ToageeTER.
SS— : T R = | ga TYLT In handling and disassembly, the

eiame Syiec ' | ' ThinLine produced no surprises. Well,

Accuracy results were to be averages of four, five-shot groups at 25 yards off a other than complete reliability and

Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured on a Labradar excellent accuracy, that is. Disassem-
chronograph set to read 15 feet from the muzzle.

a Glock apart, you know how to take
a ThinLine apart. Which 1s to say, the

acts to protect the magazine release from inadvertent majority of striker-fired pistols all come apart the same
activation. The ThinLine 1s so slim that 1t almost gives way, no need to repeat it.
the impression of being a single-stack pistol. The rib In testing, I was expecting the ThinLine to be a bit more

behind the magazine release reduces the chance that those  vigorous in recoil than 1t ended up being. At 22 ounces it 1s
of you with big hands will inadvertently press 1t and drop pretty light, but the grip offers a lot of recoil control, and

the magazine. the comped barrel/slide combo did its job. The tang comes
The frame length 1s another big deal as it means anyone  over the web of your hand to a point where 1t begins to
with a hand larger than medium can still get four fingers lose leverage and can’t really jump around on you much.
on the frame. The three (yes, three!) magazines that come The short slide cycles briskly and comes right back onto
with the ThinLine are stoutly built. The basic magazine the target. Part of the brisk cycle and not-oppressive recoil
holds fourteen rounds. You get one of those with a flush has to be due to the recoil spring. This 1s a captured
basepad. You also get another fourteen-round magazine assembly, and 1t 1s strong. You might be surprised by how
with a fingertab base plate on 1t. So, you can carry the much effort 1t takes to work the slide to load it. That’s a
flush one for deep concealment, and use the fingertab small downside. On the upside, it means that for its com-
as your reload. But wait, there’s more. There 1s also a pact size and light weigh the ThinLine 1s well-behaved and
sixteen-round magazine in the box (along with a thus easy to shoot. Accuracy was quite good as well. For
magazine loading tool, which you’ll need) that uses the being such a compact and lightweight pistol, the ThinLine
basic magazine tube but with an extended baseplate. behaves more like a bigger and heavier competition pistol.
Your loadout options now just got more interesting. No, 1t would not be my first choice in a match, but the best
Carry the flush pad and two reloads? Or start with the match pistol often ends up being large and heavy enough
“big stick” sixteen-round magazine? However, you do it, to preclude the match pistol being a serious choice for
you can leave the house each morning with 43 rounds of daily carry.
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For daily carry options, I contacted the 1791 Gun-
leather company. For those who prefer the IWB choice,
the Smooth Concealment holster, size 4 would be just the
ticket. The steel clip would make 1t an easy on-off holster.
If a clip-on 1sn’t your style, then the BH2.1 belt holster will
serve you well. And for your spare magazine (should you
choose to carry just one), 1791 sent along their Snagmag.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

As compact as the
ThinLine is, it would
make a great daily-carry

pistol. For that you need

a compact holster, like

these from 1791 Gun-
leather. In the middie
of the two holsters is
the Snagmag spare
magazine carrier.

It clips inside your

pocket and looks

like just another

pocketknife.

The Stoeger ThinLine has a list price of $529, so you
can likely expect to see it in the counter of your local gun
shop for under five hundred, maybe even four-fifty.

The ThinLine with all of its features, hard case, three
double-stack magazines and magazine loader and lock,
for under five bills? Again, had you said only a few years
ago that was what you could get, we’'d have laughed.

In this world of compact every-day 9mm pistols, it can be hard to stand out.

This 1s a magazine carrier that clips inside of your trouser
pocket. There 1s a clip on it, so 1t rides just like the folding
knife that 1s no-doubt already in one of your pockets. The
Snagmag rides low enough that it 1s just another thing
clipped 1n your pocket, and in a lot of situations would
pass un-noticed. They make them for right and left-handed
shooters, so be sure to order the correct one.

SPECIFICATIONS STOEGER THINLINE 9MM

Type: Striker-fired semi-automatic
Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 14+1 rounds
Barrel: 3.3 in.
Overall Length: 6.8 in.
Height: 4.8 in.
Weight: 22.4 oz.
Finish: Nitrided black steel
Grips: n/a
Sights: Notch and post iron sights,
optics-cut slide
Trigger: 5 lbs., 2 oz.
MSRP: $529
Contact: Stoegerindustries.com

In this world of compact every-day 9mm pistols, 1t can
be hard to stand out. Conversely, 1t can also be hard to
stay hidden. The Stoeger ThinLine manages to do both,
and at a very attractive price as well. Considering the
bonuses it brings to the table, Stoeger should be a name
you ask about when next you visit your local gun shop.

Oh, and I have a small confession to make. When the
folks of Stoeger first showed me the ThinLine at the SHOT
Show, I mis-heard 1t. Hey, the show 1s a noisy place, and
as good as my hearing is, I've still fired something on the
order of a million and a half rounds. So, I had to make
double-sure every time I went to save this review that I did a
search for the misnaming I had originally given 1it, and cor-
rect 1t to ThinLine. (You don’t need to know what I heard,

just that once 1t was locked 1n, 1t was hard to dislodge.)

Just so don’t you do the same: ThinLine. ThinLine.
THINLINE. You want to make sure you have the correct
name when you go to buy one. K3

Black Hills Ammunition, Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150
Hornady Ammunition, Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220
Federal Ammunition, FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100
Fiocchi Ammunition, FiocchiUSA.com, (417) 725-4118
1791 Holsters, 1/91gunleather.com, (800) 407-1 /791
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HOW TO BECOME A leleman.

Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman - skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 vyards, the "Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile”. Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred’s Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddles most shooters. Please note shipping Is prepaid
on everything to the lower 48, and that our minimum order is $75.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman" — with targets! ... e, $42
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Sets w/ Guid@.......cccoovveeeieiieiiiiinnn..... 833, 2/$55
The 100-yard AQT Target, use at 25 meters, 100 yards, 200 yards... ......bundle of 100 $21
How far off are you effective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (1 OD targets) sqpEE ..$19
The "Quick 'n Dirty" (QD) AQT (equals 50 AQTS!) ....ooeoeiieieeeeee e Qty Df 5D $20 5f$82
M14 Repack Kits (bandoleers/cardboards, stripper clips, mag fillers}...................................Lot of 10 $105
M14 Rifle: Preventive Maintenance. Vietnam issue! .. : USROS UPRRRUPRRORPRTRR. . o |
M14 Operator/Org Maintenance/Repair Parts & Speclal TDO|5 Manual T —. |
Match Condition Procedures — Rifle, M14$5
Original US Gl WWII Web Slings! VG - EXCellent.......cccooeiiviieiieieiiciiiiciiisiereerenens e iernennennnn 540, 3 for $100!
Patriots, or how to survive the coming collapse, by Rawles (autographed!) .......c.cocveiveeeiieiinrinrenrennnnn, $22
Boston's Gun Bible — Which is the best battle rifle? Find the answer!! 500 + pages!.............. ...$25
Frod's SGN Calumng — Fropm Back in the ©ld GevSk . omsammssssmsmmssssssmprsms sy ..515
US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 ..., $3 50, 1OD!$125
\ US GI mint issued M1 Garand 8rd clips, Quantity of 10$5D Limited Quantity!
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards.........oevocveeeeveveevererennnnn...$18.50, 10/$135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, Cards......cccccvevvveeerieernvrnrennnn.. $21.50, 10/$145
M16 10-rd Stripper Clips, US GI, UNISSUE.........uvicieciiiiiriiriesieeevisiiasinrrisiessessesseseansasesesnneesnnenns 100 fOr $10!
AK/SKS Stripper Clips, Incredibly US Gl made! .............cocieiecieiieiiiree . 96, Qty of Ten! $35
M1 Garand Op Rod Spring... — RPN & |5 | § | < |
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips wfattached mag ﬁller e eeeenranieesnrieeeenranensennanneeeennneeees10/89, 100/$85
"Battlin the UN", Fred's favorite Story$5

Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsm14stocks.com
Ask about our US Gl M14E2 stocks with all the US Gl metal!

fredsm1idstocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.org



AD RACK / CLASSIFIEDS

Airguns For Sale S3000

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin
and Sheridan warranty service. We also

repair Daisy, Beeman and many other
makes of pellet and bb guns.
No firearms.
Most repairs $80-8120 plus shipping.
We buy used airguns and parts.

In business since 2005.
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC
Ph: 360-656-5123
Email: airguns@comcast.net
Website: accurateairguns.com

S3241

B Miscellaneous Wanted

WANTED: BEAR TRAPS
Paying Cash
Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658
Email: bfair8899@gmail.com

Luger Handguns For Sale $4080

LUGERS- HUNDREDS

IN STOCK!
SIMPSON LTD IS THE
LARGEST LUGER DEALER
Find holsters, stocks, tools,
magazines, books, manuals,
appraisals, and more at

WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM

SW76

Watch our Speaking Luger series on
YouTube!

Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE
& LUGER PISTOLS
Parts, Accessories, Presentation
Display-Cases etc.
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com
Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

Military Arms For Sale S4200

www.StormWerkz.com
Small Arms Upgrades
Made in USA

BLUEPRINTS
American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
Czech25, 383, FN-FAL,
Hotchkiss, Kommando,
Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-A1, M1A1, M3Al,
M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,
MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,
PPSH-41, PPS-43, Reising, Sola, Star,
Sten II & V, Sterling,

Suomi, Swedish K, UD-42, Vickers,
Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56. $15 each
or 2/$25, Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are
$25 each. Make payment to:

Most Parts will fit the
original S&W 76 !!

STARTING @ $9400.00

FULLY TRANSFERABLE. ONLY A FEW
LEFT TO SELL. SEND FOR THE INFO CD.

www.jmbdistribution.com
Best way to contact,
Email: jimburgess@jmbdistribution.com

AMG INTERNATIONAL ARMORY
(All Military Gunsmithing)

S

Former NATO Defense Contractor

Military
Gunsmith
35 yrs. Experience

KIT BUILDING / REBUILD
REPAIR / REFINISH

FN-FAL e British Enfields
FN-49 M-1A

M-1 AR-15

Garand 8’s

M-1 Carbine O3’s

All U.S. and Foreign Rifles & Pistols
Repaired and much more!

Full Mil-Spec Finishes Including:
Parkerizing, Manganese Phosphate,
Polymer, Teflon, Porcelainized Enamel
and Bluing.

Premium AK Builds and Other
Custom Builds Available!

GUY SNELEN - email: guyamg@centurytel.net
Phone: 417.754.1097 « MI-F 9AM-4PM CST

BRI A PR B —m
- L

e Shown with optional
BCM M3 Cheek Risers

BCM Stock Mod 3

Removable buttpad with diamond textured non-slip surface
Patented internal latch system, US Patent Number 9,109,855

Both horizontal and vertical web sling attachment points

Extremely small and lightweight, 6.4 ozs, with tool-less install
Double-walled H-Beam construction for extreme durability

Compatible with the versatile new BCM M3 Cheek Risers,
designed for use with taller optic systems

Two BCM M3 Cheek Riser heights available, approximately
.5 inch and .8 inch, with multiple mounting locations

BRAVOCOMPRNYUSH.COM

BravoCompanyMFG.com e Hartland, WI U.S.A.
Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626)

Pricing subject to change without notice. Please see website for current pricing.
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Military Arms For Sale S4200

C. Shillig
PO Box 25932,
Colo. Springs, CO 80936
wmemlal@gmail.com

S4220

Military/Automatic Arms

For Sale

WW2 BAR Saw Cut Receiver
Shipping $100.00 $4500.00 Parts
Complete Set. Call 208-509-1431.

Email for Photo: JohnKooken@gmail.com

S4901

T Miscellaneous Wanted

WANTED: BEAR TRAPS
Paying Cash
Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658
Email: bfair8899@gmail.com

Winchester Rifles For Sale S5080

Model 1873, Kings Gate
modification, octagonal barrel,
caliber 38-40.

All original, great condition,
Master Gun Builder inspected.
Serious inquiries only.
Call Bill 931-304-0096.

U.S. SPRINGFIELD PARTS
KRAG
TRAPDOORS
M1903 SPRINGFIELD RIVLE

MUSKETS &
OTHER EARLY PARTS

* X Xk Xk ok ok Kk

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
MILITARY
LAW ENFORCEMENT
FIRE
EMERGENCY SERVICE!
SECURITY
&
OTHER
HISTORICAL MILITARIA
COLLECTABLES

\

WWW.GRANPASGUNPARTS.COM
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S5200

Accessories For Sale

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, in original
boxes. Most American sporting calibers
including obsolete rimfires. NO lists,
reloads, military/foreign. Ray Giles,
RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

S5270

Antiques

WANTED: BEAR TRAPS
Paying Cash
Bill Fair - Phone: 660-888-6658
Email: bfair8899@gmail.com

S5380

Clips & Magazines

For Sale

VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES
U.S. Made.

Also, AK floor plates.
See us at: CSSPECS .COM

S5500

Gun Parts For Sale

KJ GUN PARTS
VINTAGE RIFLE AND
SHOTGUN PARTS

PARTS - STOCKS - BARREL RELINING -

BLUEING
CALL OR EMAIL WITH YOUR NEED
OVER 10,000 PARTS AVAILABLE

FLECHETTE
SHOTGUN AMMO

LONG RANGE - BORE SAFE - HIGH PERFORMANCE

DEFENDING YOUR HOME?
WITH HARDENED FIN STABILIZED

STEEL FLECHETTES
A A

i | M 1

CHUNKS OF DEFORMED
BUFFERED LEAD BUCKSHOT?

PATENTED SABOTS - NEWMFG FLECHETTES

12GA 234 WITH 19 FLECHETTES MV 1925FPS
410GA 212 WITH7 FLECHETTES MV 1750 FPS

SABOT DESIGNS LLC

941-770-6047 10AM-5PM PST
WWW.SABOTDESIGNS.COM

KURT ALLEN 309-371-5269
JOHN TUCKER 309-297-0020
KJGUNPARTS@GMAIL.COM

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE
FOR S&W REVOLVERS
J FRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. @ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM

GUN PARTS: You name it.
Professional service.
General Parts List, $5.
Traders Den,

1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723.
Mail order or by appointment only.
218-666-5083.

Gun Parts Wanted S5501

COMPLETE BOLT FOR 1869/71
SWISS VETTERLI RIFLE.
CALL 719-580-0738

Gunsmith & Dealer

Services

HOT BLUING 26 Years Experience.
Matte Finish $115, High Gloss $130
Plus Return Shipping.

No Side-by-Sides or Over/Unders.
Send To:

Wolfe’s Custom Rifles,

525 Brown Road,
Myerstown PA 17067,
717-933-5690

GUN BLUING
and RESTORATION
Firearm Finishing Inc.

509-869-0908

PMD Gunsmithing
Specializing in Firearm
Restoration
Rebluing, Stock Refinishing, and Repair.
Better than New!
www.pmdgunsmithing.com
Call 330-240-5960 to receive FREE

SHIPPING both ways with your
restoration project.

RICK’S PLACE
Master Gunsmith
Full Line Gunsmith Shop
Repairs & Restorations
Protessionally Trained
45 Years Experience
New OEM Remington Parts
Located in Lonoke AR
Customers across the USA



501-658-7347
www.ricksplace.biz

Gunsmith & Dealer

Supplies

Ultrasonic Cleaners
36” Long for long guns.
Slightly used, like new.
Have several other sizes.

One Year Warranty.

Alexy Ultrasonics
845-482-3000

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine
(hydraulically operated), tooling & training.
This equipment is for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size. Not cheap

but a rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach 11,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40.
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!
Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial

stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,

S&K SCOPE
MOUNTS

Mosin Nagant M91/30 &
M91/59 and more!

We take orders over the phone!
Give us a call at:
800-578-9862

or email us at:

comments@scopemounts.com
nicole_skscopemounts@yahoo.com

www.buyscopemounts.com

Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.
(STK363). Sell 3 pcs and your out of 1t!
Rest 1s profit. Multiple lots get better price!
Great for gun show and store sales.
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960 or visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Militaria For Sale

Indian Relics - B.C.
$2.00 for a Large Color Catalog.
Indian, P.O. Box 246
Independence, KY 41051

Militaria Wanted

Wanted: Cannons & Artillery.
All Types & Periods. Accessories & Parts.
Zanzibar22(@windstream.net
859-983-3911.

S5720

Miscellaneous For Sale

CCKW GMC 2 1/2 ton 6x6 Cargo
Truck. Looks and runs great.
Brand new canvas and tires.

Ready for parade. $15K.
Call Bob 1-603-679-1320.

GORDON'S GALLERY OF GUNS
=B  Honesty is Policy

FIREARMS
AMMUNITION

ACCESSORIES
SPECIAL ORDERS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE :
https://gordonsgalleryofguns.com

SEND US AN EMAIL:
gordonsgungallery@gmail.com

QUESTIONS? GIVE US A CALL!

14(614) 596-6328

REVOLVER
SPEED LOADER

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER

.22 (aliber

MAGAZINE _
SPEED LOADER

HKS PROD LTS, INC
7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

www.HKSspeedloaders.com
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Reloading Components S5800

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING
9mm at $5.00 per 100

40 S&W at $5.00 per 100

38 Special $10.00 per 100
45 ACP $12.00 per 100

223/556 at $12.00 per 100

308 $25.00 per 100

Need a Specific Caliber

Call Chuck 623-341-9122

RELOADERS
All Pistol & Rifle Calibers,
Inspected & Polished.
817-834-5716
thbrassman@aol.com

POWDER, BRASS-BULLETS:
Powder: WC844 (223) Virgin surplus 159.00,
4+156.99, WC860- 69.00, 4+64.00, SALE
WC872-WC867 48.00 Surplus, Unfired
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99,
1000-149.99; 223 LC military 60m, 45 Auto,
Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired
Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00;

See web for other Military-Commercial
Brass: New and Fired
BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr. FMJ-
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match
500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99,
Hornady 224 55gr. PSP-FMJ 94.99m,
Federal 223 55 FMJ m193 - 94.99m;

223 M&55 62 FMJ -124.99; 223-M856
tracer, Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API
Silver Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady
Commercial Bullets:
see web for current Prices:

Brian McDonald
74880 Johnson Run Rd.
Kimbolton, OH 43749
9AM-5PM,

330-833-4360
Fax No. 740-492-0063
Web: PatsReloading.com

SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS:
1 inch long military flechettes in stock.
Sold in 2 oz. (#MISC288) and
1 Ib. (#MISC307) packs.
Original USGI. Sarco Inc.,
610.250.3960.

Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

S5821

Reloading Equipment

Wanted

RELOADING EQUIPMENT & Gun related
stuff WANTED! Attention Estates, Gun
Shops, Collectors! Sell me your no longer

used reloading equipment, casting,
gunsmithing equipment & tools. Presses,
dies, molds, Stocks, grips and Misc. parts too.
I buy the items left over after others buy the
guns. Gladly travel for large collections.
Call Rick (330)806-4169 or email
ricketts711(@sbcglobal.net
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Surplus Gear For Sale S5880

SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE
RADIO SETS: SCR528 (#RAD04), SCR506
(#RADO02), & SCR508 (#R ADO03) radio sets
with mounting bases. Perfect for completing
your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling.
Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960
or
visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
(INERT) (#RL005): Original Vietnam
era rockets with the warhead removed and
replacement inert head installed.
Great for completing your RPG launchers!
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com
for a vast wealth of goodies !!

Firearms News
delivers more
advertising 1o its
audience than any
other shooting-
oriented brand.

FIREARMS NEWS

CLASSIFIED
AD POSTING

SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM
BAZOOKA: LRAC-50 bazooka as used by
the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.
Never on the market before. Comes with
shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.
Very limited!

Sarco Inc., 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

Gun Shows S6150

RALEIGH, NC - Aug. 24-25,
91st Old North State Antique Gun & Military
Antiques Show. Raleigh, NC at the
North Carolina State Fairgrounds,

4285 Trinity Road, off [-40,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.
Arms & Memorabilia of the Civil War, Indian
Wars, WWI, WWII, etc. Exhibited,
bought, sold & traded.

Admission $8.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00.
Info: Carolina Trader Promotions,
704-254-6181
www.TheCarolinaTrader.com
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Contact us to place
your ad today!

For Questions:
Call 309-679-5064 or
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