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VOID-762 VOID-556 VOID-556K

THE CANIK VOID SUPPRESSOR SERIES , VOID-762, VOID-556 &
VOID-556K, DELIVERS CONFIGURABLE, HIGH-PERFORMANCE
SUPPRESSION WITHOUT THE PREMIUM PRICE TAG.

&
CANIK =

FIREARMS nCANIKY
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@anikusa @usacanik  @canikusa

CANIK.COM

POWERED BY OTTER CREEK LABS



H E R ITAG E Aimpoint® DUTY RDS® MR - The next evolution of the
red dot standard. Now with Multi-Reticle capabilities
for dynamic modern demands. Versatility without
M E ETS compromise in a field-proven platform trusted by
ADAPTABI LITY professionals worldwide.
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BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade Weaponry®

11.5 Inch Carbine

* M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected
- Chrome Lined - Mil-Spec F-Marked Forged Front Sight Base
BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

without Hanguards Starting at $560

Standard 16 Inch Mid-Length

with BCM MCMR-15 Free Float Rail Handguard
- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel « HPT/MP Inspected * Chrome Lined
- BCM MCMR Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

with BCM MCMR Rail Hanguards Starting at $725

MCMR-10

Free Float Handguard - FDE
M-LOK® Compatible Modular Rail
» Precision Machined 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy

BCM MCMR Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15 Inches . . Starting at $209
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KMR Alpha 15

QRF-7 Quad Rail

Free Float Handguard
« 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized
BCM QRF Handguards
In7,8,9,10, 12 Inches

! Rail Covers

w BCM

Standard 7 Inch 300 Blackout

with BCM KMR-A5 KeyMod™ Handguard
« T-Marked Flat Top Receiver « .300 Blackout Chamber
 1/7 Twist Continuous Taper Profile Barrel * Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined - 762/300BLK Flash Hider
BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

Chambered in .300 Blackout Starting at $770

Standard 14.5 Inch Mid-Length

with BCM RAIDER-M13 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver * USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel + HPT/MP Inspected * Chrome Lined
« BCM RAIDER Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

with BCM RAIDER Rail Hanguards Starting at $765

N — N — T — S — e — S —
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Starting at $209

PKMR and PMCR

Polymer Handguards
S [ — | —. - High strength polymer, simple "drop in" design
* Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible,

Free Float Handguard
KeyMod™ Compatible Mounting Slots
+6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM KMR Alpha Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15, 17 Inches . Starting at $209

RAIDER-13

Free Float Handguard
M-LOK® Compatible Mounting Slots
* 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM RAIDER Handguards
In 10 and 13 Inch Length. . . . Starting at $239

BRAVO

COMPANY USA

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY

" % " "W

. & " " ®
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« Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible

BCM Rail Covers . . . . 5 Packs starting at $10

KAG
Kinesthetic
Angled Grip

+ Available in Black or
Flat Dark Earth, in KeyMod,
M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM KAG Grips Starting at $19

in Carbine or Mid-Length
BCM Polymer Handguards . . . Starting at $21

Vertical
Grip
Mod 3

- Available in
Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod, M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM Vertical Grips Starting at $19

BRAVULOMPHNYUSH.COM

All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.

M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.

Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com




BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade Weaponry®

» Widebody SOPMOD
» With removeable

- Available in widebody | modular buttpad
SOPMOD model with more : StOCk

pronounced cheekweld | MOd 2 SOPMOD

« With storage :
Stock c:olmpartmgnt frx - Shown with optional

M d 1 accessible through BCM M3 Cheek Risers
o buttpad : - Patented internal latch system

SOPMOD - Widebody SOPMOD » With removeable modular buttpad

: : Muzzle Devices Loy
GI'IP < 5N For 5.56mm and 7.62/.30 Cal . Starting at $35 :

Mod 3 _
+ In Black and | : j | Compensator

Flat Dark Earth "
: ] od 2
« Hinged trap door

storage with gasket

: ' * Low-Viz
Starting at . . $20 | Y ' Compensator Pro

Mod 3
: 4
Grip .. - ao?zensator * Polymer Trainer ‘ S
‘ O
Mod 4 Regiment
* In Black and

Flat Dark Earth cbmpensator Blades | v

. j;il%);?rvgtrgssed Mod 7 Starting at . . . $45 - Auto Lock Folder
A2X

Tomahawks design
Starting at . . $20 .
& Extended A2 Hejoy
Flash Suppressor g
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QD Sling Mounts v &

For every applications Starting at $19

_. “ Tactical
* For Aimpoint and Trijicon optics S|lngs

In Multiple Heights ' .M MCMR KMSM Starting at $45

: > * KeyMod ™ compatible
- M-LOK®™ compatible
’ Q | \ .-.-...I‘:. | .:..'- | Vickers

QD . - * Frank
End Proctor

Plate

% Tactical
Optlc Riser

Lengths from 2 inch to 7 inch. Starting at $70 * Picatinny rail compatible

BRAVOE BRHVULOMPHNYUSH.COM

. NG
c 0 M l’AN Y lj:, A All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.

AN EMPLOYEE DWNED AMERICAN COMPANY  so— M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.
Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com
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DIY-SERIES ™ SIGHT PUSHER

INSTALL KIT FOR GLOCK®
BY XS SIGHTS!

Engineered for the DIYer that owns or maintains multiple Glock pistols,
the DIY-Series Inline Rear Sight pusher reduces installation force by up
to 50%. Users can easily complete a wide range of sight installs on all Glock slides
and install optic/suppressor height sights. The DIY-Series also allows sight installation or
windage adjustment on slides with an optic mounted on the pistol.

Available via XSSights.com for $109.99. (Other models available.) (XS Sights)

BULGARIAN AK-47 PARTS KITS
FROM CENTERFIRE SYSTEMS

Original Bulgarian AK-47 parts kits — q
available, and many part sets have

matching serial numbers! Configurations ﬁ
vary so visit CenterfireSystems.com

-q

b,_-_!"-ﬂ

/ / / ' / (Centerfire Systems)

YOU NEED A PINEAPPLE GRENADE (INERT)

IN YOUR OFFICE OR MANCAVE!
AND SARCO HAS THEM!

The ultimate paperweight! Inert cast iron body with inert U.S. Gl fuse lends authenticity to
this iconic staple of the American serviceman in the last century. Introduced in WWI, the
originally-designed grenade progressed through evolutions to serve in WWII, the Korea War,
and beyond to retirement during the Vietham War in 1969. A very deadly grenade due to

its girth and castellated body which reminded soldiers of a pineapple. No striker assembly.
(Some states may have restrictions on ownership of inert grenades. Check your local and
state laws before ordering.) Only $18.95 via Sarcolnc.com.

for more details.
Prices start at $549.99.

.Quu
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CANiK NOW DOES
SUPPRESSORS!

This CANiIK VOID-556K is a durable, 1.375x24 HUB-compatible 5.56
caliber suppressor engineered for shooters who demand rugged
construction, versatile mounting options, and tunable performance across
a wide range of rifle platforms. Built from heat-treated 17-4 stainless steel
and finished in high-temperature Cerakote, the VOID-556K is designed

to deliver dependable strength, durability, and long-term performance in
demanding shooting environments. The included 1/2x28 direct thread
adapter allows for fast, straightforward installation on common 5.56 caliber
hosts, while the included solid end cap and low back pressure end cap
give shooters the flexibility to configure the suppressor for their preferred
balance of sound suppression and reduced gas blowback. Whether you
are setting up for precision shooting, hard use, or a cleaner-running semi-
auto platform, the VOID-556K offers the adaptability to match your weapon
system. Available for $649.99 from Canik.com.

BRAVO COMPANY USA
AR-15 GRIP WITH STORAGE

High-quality grip from the experts at Bravo Company USA! The BCM Grip Mod 1 is just
what you need to upgrade your AR-style rifle. Each grip includes both an extended
modular insert to close the gap between the trigger guard and pistol grip, and a smooth
modular insert for use with some rifles with larger built in trigger guards. Best thing of all
s that it has a hinged trap door offering storage inside the grip with a water-resistant
rubber gasket. Made in the USA and is manufactured from high quality impact resistant
polymers. Available in black or flat dark earth. Only $25.95 and available via
BravoCompanyUSA.com

(CANIK)

(Bravo Company USA)

100 YEARS OF WINCHESTER [

GCARTRIDGE BOXES, 1856-1956
BY RAY T. GILES AND DANIEL L. SHUEY

The first and only definitive work on cartridge boxes, covering all the calibers
for which Winchester cataloged their rifles; from the Volcanic to the Model 88.
Thoroughly researched, this 312-page book contains over 1,400 full color
photographs as well as price and rarity guides in a high quality, hard-cover
book with dust jacket. You can even get a hand-signed copy!

$69.95 post-paid from RTGAmmo.com.

(RTG Ammo)

JUNE 2026 | FIREARMS NEWS 9



U.S. ACU Camo Magazine Pouch “? Bayonet
For Carrying 3 - 30rd. M16 Mags. with MBA1
— Scabbard
: WWW com fes
1 : ' - a M7 with honed
o ' B 6-3/4" blade &

bu{i: ooude
finkch MNew

W\ =l® Ph# 610.250.3960 8

M16

*FNJUNEpg 10of4 N

USGI 3 cell M16 pouches hold 3 30 rd. magazines Note: Prices Ma S Naw Barg-am Priced M9 Bayonet thhh Knife w/Scabbard
ade in the ACU hrm :.mﬂ.q' in Cordura Chw g Outstancing value & budget priced with /-3/4 inch long Honed _
ylon with MOLLE connection points. Used in Notice. check blade. Fits M16/M4 rifles and has a s-c.:bbard with sharpening lq \i
rood condition. Mlga:inn not included. Web Site for Current g - ‘-E N stone and wire cutting feature. Very sc d’:’& |
59 AR16: Pricing | el ol | B o« fighting or hunting. $49.95 #BAY
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AR15 /M4 Style Builder’s AR15 Optics Ready '* Q
Parts Set - Parts Set
. 5385. $325.
#AR'ISO fﬁﬂ!!‘

AR 15 Scope

oRung ———t |
_ 'i—.,r —

B O \y s gt
I — 1."' ¢ Norr

Barrel- 1in 9 Twist

AR15 Builder Parts Set with all parts except for the p - 55“’;"“ "”"b"‘* AR15 Parts Set that is ‘Optics Ready’ for adding your
L R &M S ludes a f e A - : -
poakian collapeibie Tatttock, Dutackalile’ ooy gf& dﬁ‘f‘ B acept Lowse flacaiver & Magarine. The 16Mch.
ittstock, except Lower Receiver agazine, e inc
L I o W Bl chrome lined barrel s ges ported and without front
2 ' u Si ower , out wi as iaer an ayone u
bayonet lug. Sold as dissassembled parts. The fmvﬁﬂ:kg B?attstuck is 4 position collapsible model. %he Uppgr
best & most cost effective way to own an AR15 !!! ;::;ﬁfs nSCPOﬁ? Receiver is a flat top (picatinny) aluminum fixture.

Barrel Blanks for AR Platforms

i

Prices May Change w/o Notice g “Carrier

;'I‘% .iDm mrd_
d Bolt adsembly == W/ Extension $65. #88205 y 5. "
e g e = D. 20" .224 Valkyrie contoured,SS, w ¢ SARIESY $79.95

ull & Semi Autos | S?S #AR264 h‘.‘nm S?S '3’193 ,}."'I:.f.‘ k1799 :‘Anqu BLACK de L::“."‘I;‘;ws .:hi-‘

S round

A. 12" OTD,S5,.350 Legend $49.50 #BB140 6.8/.224 |
- Complete | | 11.576.8mm1-7 SS w/ext.$65 #BB189 | Wl Magazine
5.56/.223 Bolt _ﬁ | ||C. 187, 6.5 Grendel,contour, fluted, $S New  ||199R4. ]iDrum

hq_,._]"r}'lrr

omplete $45. #AR062
Hpped. 233 #AROG]

A30 Bushmaster Soit Sarco Has Thousands of AR15 Parts in Stock. Please Visit Our Maglula 30 rd
Complete $50. FAR496 _ d Web Site. Stock Changes Frequently & So Too, the Great Deals! [ITi3e | ARTS ne
Stripped $35.¢AR497 : Loader for bench *
H&ﬁ g:;md' B mount. Makes
u ing i r
pNeWw -t "’ M ', 6 Tension Band \ ﬁ?ﬁg\ Srines
V'g: ndb;nhﬂad mnd ﬂS-mE di:d:fs
. s in i
.~y m Magazine flash hider for secur- on Web
'r c & In? "?}- gré‘ﬂadl‘i on . s;-‘g gs
: r 1
Stripped $35. #AR495 | Srvsey e (or 30 7. mags

Isroeh mulitery carrer shides Makes swappng

= onfo a belt and bolds one gy .
o™ iy | 30rd magazie Aabieln
Stripped $525.%#AR494 l s GREEN M16 Boot
Cumplete $40. #AR493 , PARSIO-GRN $6.

- $2.95 BLACK M16 Boot
| #AR165 SARSIS-BLK $6.

teel Dual M agazine Clip
Holder for AR15 Rifles

308 AR15 Bnlt

MlﬁlARw Gas Blocks
AR15/M16 Gas Block w/Rail fits 750
diameter barrels_New. $29.95 8ARS535
AR15/M16 Gas Block w/Rail fits .625

] rrel . ' =llg
diameter barrels_New 529 95 #AR534 t $1 ?Hﬂ- or 4 or more ot

AR10 Gas Block w/Rail $29.95 #ARS536 $11.45 ec. FAR203
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NEWSSTAND — NEWS FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY

DEPARTMENT OF WAR
MEMORANDUM

ON PRIVATE GUNS ON MILITARY
BASES A STEP IN RIGHT DIRECTION

Secretary of War, Pe
Signed an Order Which

Military Installations. However, There are

‘e Hegseth,
Will Allow

\

Military Personnel to Carry and Store Personal Firearms on

By David Codrea, Gun Politics Field Editor

‘ ‘ ecretary of War Pete

s Hegseth signed a memo-

randum directing military

installation commanders to allow War
Department personnel — namely,
uniformed service members — to
request to carry privately owned fire-
arms while in their nonofficial duty
capacity on DOW property within
the United States,” Pentagon News
announced April 2. ““The memo
I’'m signing today directs installation
commanders to allow requests for
personal protection — to carry a
privately owned firearm — with the
presumption that it 1s necessary for
personal protection,” he continued.”

“These warfighters — entrusted
with the safety of our nation — are no
less entitled to exercise their God-
given right to keep and bear arms
than any other American,” Hegseth
declared 1n a statement that cited “sev-
eral active-shooter incidents on U.S.
military installations in recent years,”
and noting the “Non-Official Personal
Protection Arming on Department of
War Property” is authorized by the
National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016.

There 1s a “presumption of approv-
al” on personal carry applications, the

14 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2026

announcement states, adding, “If a
request 1s for some reason denied, the
reason for that denial will be in writ-
ing and will explain — in detail — the
basis for that [decision].” One further
restriction for the Pentagon 1s that
“the memo stops short of allowing
personal-carry within the walls of the
building,” mandating “that the Pen-
tagon Force Protection Agency must
allow fair consideration for Pentagon
personnel to store a privately owned
firearm 1n a vehicle on the Pentagon
Reservation.™

State Bans Still in Place

While this is a welcome and much
needed announcement, and while
Hegseth’s acknowledgement that the
Second Amendment is a “God-given
right” is consistent with the clear intent
of the Framers of the Constitution, 1t
needs to be recognized for what it is—a
good first step but not the journey’s
end. For instance, making base carry
subject to permits and unconstitutional
gun bans imposed by the state the base
is located in automatically means in-
fringements will take legal precedence,
especially when considering that means
there will be no possession or storage
of personally owned AR-135s 1n over a

(Mason Lawrence/Shutterstock)

Restrictions.

dozen states, and no standard capacity
magazines, forced reset triggers, etc.

Also unknown, since Hegseth ac-
knowledges it 1s a right, what provi-
sions will be extended to contractors
and civilian employees? And 1n a
related concern, guns are still banned
from military cemeteries, meaning
visitors must travel unarmed to visit
departed loved ones. While this ban
1s codified in law and can’t be over-
turned by memorandum or order,
Hegseth and President Trump could
capitalize on the momentum of the
military base memorandum and
encourage Congress to correct this
affront to patriots who died fighting
for freedom.

Hegseth’s memorandum 1s long
overdue and appreciated. But it’s just
the first step.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple
journalist awards for investigating/de-
fending the RKBA and a long-time gun
owner rights advocate who defiantly chal-
lenges the folly of citizen disarmament.

In addition to being a regular featured
contributor for Firearms News, he blogs
at “The War on Guns: Notes from the
Resistance,” and posts onlwitter:

@dcodrea and Facebook. B3 > oo
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SUPREME GOURT “GONSERVATIVES”
THROW GUN OWNERS UNDER THE BUS, AGAIN

Perhaps, It's
Time to Reject
the Notion of
Faillure and
Embrace That
of GComplicity.

By Darwin Nercesian

he Supreme Court has
Tyet again scorned 1ts

obligation to the Second
Amendment and American
gun owners by refusing to hear
a challenge to Illinois’ ban on
carrying loaded concealed firearms
on public transit systems. The ban
was initially ruled unconstitutional
by an Illinois district court; how-
ever, that ruling was overturned by
a three-judge panel of the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals prior to
the petitioners” Writ of Certiorari to
SCOTUS last October.

On April 6, the Supreme Court
demonstrated once again that the
“landmark”™ Bruen decision isn’t
worth the paper it’s written on, and
neither are the paper tigers that Presi-
dent Trump appointed to the bench in
his previous administration. Decisions
like this come as no surprise from
left-wing puppets like Sonia Sotomay-
or, Elena Kagan, and Ketanji Brown
Jackson, and Chief Justice John
Roberts have long since tipped his hat
to the Democrat agenda, but what
happened to Trump’s “legacy-mak-
ing” Supreme Court appointees, Neil
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy
Coney Barrett? This 1sn’t the first time
they’ve been on the wrong side of the
issue, and I wrote about 1t almost a
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2 i o

year ago in my article, SCOTUS Fuils
Americans Again, Kicking Gun Rights
Further Down the Road.

Credit goes to Justices Clarence
Thomas and Samuel Alito for standing
against the Constitutional breach, but
it will take more than two to tango with
the remaining anti-gun activist Justices.

The case, Schoenthal v. Raoul,
was brought by four Illinois residents
who are also concealed carry permit
holders, making it clear that even
those vetted by the state are being
targeted. It’s important to note that
Americans who carry on a daily
basis can easily be denied their right
and their ability to defend against
violent criminals who do not heed
such bans by creating Constitutional
bottlenecks in areas frequented by
the public. Further, one could easily
argue that the ban unfairly prejudices
working-class citizens who are more
likely to brave mass transit systemes,
especially in liberal metropolitan
dumpsters like Chicago.

The Supreme Court, having all
but given its blessing for such a ban

(Photo by Darwin Nercesian)

in what 1s demonstrably and consis-
tently a criminally violent venue,

has also set a dangerous precedent,
not only leaving the restriction in
place but opening the floodgates

for comrade anti-American “states”
to follow suit. As 1t sits, this unconsti-
tutional provision means that Illinois
concealed permit holders will only

be permitted to carry unloaded guns
on public transportation, leaving
commuters at a severe disadvantage
to the criminal element, a move that
intentionally skips the back of the bus
and throws law-abiding Americans
directly under it.

Darwin Nercesian i1s a long-time gun
rights advocate and shooter of targets
far, far away. As a News Field Editor at
Firearms News, Darwin writes about
the Second Amendment, firearms, and
related gear. Follow him on Instagram, X,
and YouTube @DTOE_Official. B
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BIDEN... EXCUSE ME, | MEAN TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION COMING AFTER
PISTOL BRAGES... AGAIN

Meet the New
Boss, Same as
the Old, ar
Anti-Second
Amendment
Panderer and
Liar-In-Chief.

By Darwin Nercesian,
News Field Editor

olstering rather than reversing
the previous administration’s
mandates as promised, President
Trump’s record when it comes to the
Second Amendment will be worse than
that of Obama and Biden combined.
While that may sound like hyperbole,
keep in mind that the two aforemen-
tioned purveyors of fascism and the
destruction of American values at least
had the decency to tell us who they re-
ally were on the subject of gun rights,
while our sitting President lied to us,
securing our support and hijacking
our votes with zero intent on keeping
his word. If you're a Trump supporter,
don’t take this as an indictment of
your intelligence or decision-making
ability, because he got me, too.
Contrary to the backlash I am sure
to face for my loyalty to the Constitu-
tion over another dishonest politician,
my opinion on the matter has been
shaped over countless examples (over
60 articles at that link) of anti-Second
Amendment treachery on the part of
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the President and his “best people™
since he first took office in 2017. At
the tail end of 2024, I wrote Let's
Talk About Pam Bondi, detailing her
rise to fame as a red-flag sweetheart
and proponent of bump stock bans
during her tenure as Florida’s attor-
ney general (Trump also favored both
and banned bump stocks). Of course,
who could forget Trump nodding and
agreeing as Bondi rolled out her Gun
Violence Restraining Order agenda

in the Roosevelt Room back in 2018.
During that same year, Trump clashed
with pro-2A Republicans stating

that semi-auto “weapons”™ should be
regulated further and laughed in the
faces of conservatives when he stated,
“You're afraid of the NRA.” because

(Darwin Nercesian)

they hadn’t already raised the age to
purchase one to 21. Infringing on

one amendment wasn’t enough for
Trump that day, so he went after the
Fifth Amendment when he stated
that he likes, “taking the guns first.”
These and other statements were met
with smiles and hand wringing by
one of the most anti-2A politicians

in our lifetime, the late Democrat
Senator Diane Fiensteien, who was
seated next to Trump. This should
have told us everything we needed to
know when the President ultimately
appointed Bondi United States Attor-
ney General at the onset of his second
administration, a position from which
she was recently fired after only four-
teen months on the job.
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SPECIAL REPORT

Despite my schadenfreude upon
seeing Bondi ejected from the helm
of the Department of Justice (DOJ),
I'd be remiss not to point out that
the termination reportedly had to do
with her handling of the Epstein files.
Keep in mind that the disagreement
did not stem from any desire to re-
lease the files unredacted and in their
entirety, which would have been an
honest and transparent gesture
to Americans, but instead arose
from Bondi’s reluctance to prosecute
the President’s political enemaies.
Now that she is done fleecing
taxpayers of their hard-earned
money, Pam 1s headed to a cushy
private sector job, according to
Trump, where I'm sure she’ll continue
to fail upwards while being on the
wrong side of American liberty.

Prior to exiting, however, Bondi
left us with one last token of con-
tempt for the Second Amendment,
informing Americans that, despite
a federal court ruling vacating the
Biden-era pistol brace rule, the DOJ
and ATF will continue to enforce it at
their discretion. This is not in concert
with the President’s February 7, 2025,
Executive Order “Protecting Second
Amendment Rights,” in which he
demanded a full assessment and “plan
of action.”

(b) In developing such
proposed plan of action, the
Attorney General shall review,
at a minimum:

(1) All Presidential and
agencies’ actions from
January 2021 through
January 2025 that
purport to promote
safety but may have
impinged on the Sec-
ond Amendment rights
of law-abiding citizens;

(1) Rules promulgated by
the Department of
Justice, including by
the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms,
and Explosives, from
January 2021 through
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January 2025 pertain-
ing to firearms and/
or Federal firearms
licensees;

(111) Agencies’ plans,
orders, and actions
regarding the so-called
“enhanced regulatory
enforcement policy”
pertaining to firearms
and/or Federal fire-
arms licensees;

(iv) Reports and related
documents 1ssued by
the White House Office
of Gun Violence
Prevention;

(v) The positions taken
by the United States
in any and all ongoing
and potential litigation
that affects or could
affect the ability of
Americans to exercise
their Second Amend-
ment rights;

(vi) Agencies’ classifica-
tions of firearms and
ammunition; and

(vi1) The processing of
applications to make,
manufacture, transfer,
or export firearms.

This report was due 30 days after
the order was 1ssued, and its truan-
cy has extended to the present day,
more than a year later. Trump hasn’t
seemed to take issue with that.

Pistol Brace History

The first pistol brace approved for
sale by the ATF came in 2012, when
the agency’s Firearms Technology
Branch (FTB) examined the device
and determined that it would not ren-
der a firearm subject to the National
Firearms Act of 1934 (NFA).

“Based on our evaluation, FTB
finds that the submitted forearm
brace, when attached to a firearm.,
does not convert that weapon to be
fired from the shoulder and would
not alter the classification of a pistol

or other firearm. While a firearm so
equipped would still be regulated by
the Gun Control Act, 18 U.S.C. §
921(a)(3), such a firearm would not be
subject to NFA controls.”

The old Potomic two-step was
still in play, however, as the Biden
administration, in 2021, decided
to criminalize millions overnight
with a new “rule” that effectively
banned pistol stabilizing braces.

This overreach turned all firearms
equipped with braces and barrels
shorter than sixteen inches into
short-barreled rifles (SBRs), requir-
ing participation in .gov’s illegal and
unconstitutional registry and scheme
to tax Americans out of their rights.
At the time, there were an estimated
40 million braces in circulation, all
of which had been legal for the better
part of a decade.

Prevailing lawsuits, including Gun
Owners of America (GOA) backed
Texas v. ATF, resulted in injunctions
blocking the ATF’s ability to enforce
the so-called rule, leading to a June
2024 ruling in Mock v. Bondi (former-
ly Mock v. Garland) that ultimately
vacated the infringement, stating the
ATF had violated the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA) by reclassifying
braced pistols as short-barreled rifles
without proper procedure.

Fast forward to March 2026, and the
Trump DOJ, under Pam Bondi, files a
response in Texas v. ATF, admitting in
full that the agency intends to continue
enforcing the rule’s principles under its
own regulatory authority, a move that
might result in ordinary citizens being
charged with contempt.

“Plaintiffs also make much of
the fact that defendants continue to
enforce the NFA’s and the GCA’s
regulation of short-barreled rifles
against some brace-equipped pis-
tols, even though the Rule has been
universally vacated. However, that
should come as no surprise, as that is
consistent with how defendants have
always explained how things work if a
court vacated the Rule or enjoined its
enforcement,” according to the DOJ.
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The fact that the ATF continues
to play gotcha games with the law
while misappropriating tax dollars
to create felons out of law-abiding
Americans rather than focusing its
efforts and funding on stopping real
crime doesn’t come as a surprise at
all. This 1s a criminal element,
backed by a larger criminal enterprise,

a lot of people out here, so here’s
another receipt.

“When we asked the ATF which
braced pistols they consider illegal,
they refused to answer. In fact, they
told one of our colleagues that they
will not 1ssue any written guidance
classifying braced firearms unless
it’s in a criminal case against a gun

defending the NFA on multiple fronts.
I wrote about this in my article, One
Big Beautiful Update, Part 1. Con-
tinued harassment regarding pistol
stabilizing brace-equipped firearms
seems par for the anti-gun course, but
aside from his disingenuous Executive
Order, were specific promises made?
You bet they were!

A politician telling bald-faced lies isn’t much to write home about,
especially when the falsehoods come on the campaign trail
while pandering for donations and votes.

the United States government.
What used to be a surprise was
their open flaunting of that fact,
but even that has become common-
place. This absolute corruption is
something I like to call “ruling by
“What are you going to do about
1t?” I've seen organizations subject
to RICO (Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations) indictments
convicted for less.

Keep 1n mind that the DOJ has
spent over a year doing mental
gymnastics and is now admitting
that it never intended to respect the
court’s ruling. Even worse, this was all
done on the taxpayer’s dime. Let that
sink 1n.

Void for Vagueness

The Constitution’s void for
vagueness doctrine, rooted in due
process, holds that a statute 1s invalid
if 1t 1s too vague for an average

owner. Think about what that means.
You could own a perfectly legal
pistol with a brace, have no idea it’s
been flagged by the ATF, and only
find out when you’re facing a felony
charge. That’s not how the rule of
law 1s supposed to work,” said Ben
Sanderson, GOA’s Deputy Director
of Federal Affairs.

[ can back this up, as I was not
able to obtain any additional
information from the ATF either
by phone or email. Clearly, the lack
of detail on what would constitute
a violation both offends the void
for vagueness doctrine and tips its
hat to the ATF’s intent, using the
DOJ’s power to selectively criminalize
law-abiding Americans when it
suits them.

Telling Lies
With respect to those receipts, here’s
a big one. President Trump ran a great

“The so-called pistol brace rule,
which orders law-abiding citizens to
register or surrender guns with certain
equipment. You know that. Many of

you are forced to do it... And now

Biden is trying to ban all private gun
transfers in the United States with
the stroke of a pen... Under a Trump
administration, all of those Biden
disasters get ripped up and torn out
my first week, but maybe my first day
in office, okay? Maybe my first,” said
Trump in a 2023 speech.

Ouch! He not only made numerous
promises to Americans regarding the
Second Amendment, but he also specif-
ically referenced the pistol brace rule,
going so far as to say he would tear it
up immediately upon moving back into
the White House. How then have we
arrived at the current impasse? Occam’s
Razor, which recommends that the sim-
plest problem-solving theory is usually
the best, would suggest that President

Perhaps it’s time we develop the understanding that our elected
officials need their feet held to the fire, and that reputations will be
tarnished in the same manner our hopes have been.

person to understand what conduct
is prohibited. This is intended to
ensure fair notice to citizens and to
prevent arbitrary enforcement by
police or prosecutors. While this

1s far from the ATF and DOJ’s

most egregious offense, I'm calling
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deal of his campaign on promises

to reverse and rectify the corruption
and policies of his predecessor. While
he has certainly taken diametrically
opposed stances on 1llegal immigra-
tion, tariffs, and foreign policy, his
Department of Justice 1s currently

Trump flat-out lied, which makes sense
when you look at the timing of his
promises. Trump used deception as
currency against unwitting Americans,
inspiring false hope among gun owners
who believed in the rhetoric, the execu-
tive distraction, and “fight, fight, fight!”
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Final Thoughts

A politician telling bald-faced
lies 1sn’'t much to write home about,
especially when the falsehoods come
on the campaign trail while pander-
ing for donations and votes. The fact
that it hardly fazes us these days is the
real concern. Blind loyalty to highly
flawed individuals has been a blight on
American politics for as far back as |
can remember, with the public treating
elections as if cheerleaders for a show-
down between rival gangs. Truthfully,
Republicans and Democrats are a lot
more harmful to our nation as a whole

than the Bloods and the Crips, but we
don’t need to play along. Perhaps it’s
time we develop the understanding that
our elected officials need their feet held
to the fire, and that reputations will

be tarnished in the same manner our
hopes have been.

This administration is President
Trump’s last stop, unless he has
something to say about it, but that
doesn’t mean we should stand down
and ignore the broken promises and
disingenuous allegiance to the Second
Amendment and the people who

sent him back to the Oval Office. It’s

time we let the President know 1n no
uncertain terms that his legacy will
suffer tenfold if he doesn’t correct
course, and that any endorsement he
may have for a successor will result
in nothing more than a campaign
dead-on-arrival.

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun
rights advocate and shooter of targets
far, far away. As a News Field Editor at
Firearms News, Darwin writes about
the Second Amendment, firearms, and
related gear. Follow him on Instagram, X,

and YouTube @DTOE_Official. &3

EDITOR’S NOTE: As this issue was going to press, the BATFE held a press conference regarding new regulations. Although these
appear to be favorable to gun owners who use pistol braces on the surface, these are not in many ways. Please check our website at
FirearmsNews.com for the article, ATF’s New Era of Reform... Repealing the Pistol Brace Rule and Why It Means Nothing.

DISMISSAL OF IMMIGRATION THREAT

WHAT THE GUN

PROHIBITIONISTS’ WANT

A Response to Cam
—dwards’ Article ‘Should

2A Groups Make Opposition
to Legal Immigration an
Issue”? A Response to

David Codrea’

By David Codrea, Politics Field Editor

‘ ‘ hould 2A Groups Make
Opposition to Legal

Immigration an Issue?”

Cam Edwards writes in Bearing Arms.

“A Response to David Codrea.”
“Codrea argues that immigration,
both legal and illegal, benefits
Democrats far more than Repub-
licans, and that ‘[a]dding such new
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citizens to the voting rolls will result
in supermajorities in state and federal
legislatures that will then be able to
pass all kinds of anti-gun edicts,”™
Edwards elaborates. “Codrea has
encouraged gun owners to ask 2A
groups “What are you going to do to
counter the existential threat both
legal and illegal immigration pose to

Immigration

(ProleR, Shutterstock)

the Second Amendment, and what
reforms will you expect politicians
you support to champion?’”

The curious thing 1s, Edwards
admits “I don’t disagree with Codrea’s
premise that more immigration will
lead to more Democrat voters, at
least in short term. That seems pretty
self-evident.”
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[t’s more than the short term as
all credible polls show two and three
generations later, naturalized minori-
ties still favor gun control laws by
landslide margins. Why it’s incumbent
on me to define how the gun groups
handle the 1ssue 1s left unexplained—
it seems having them acknowledge
that the “single 1ssue™ excuse they fall
back puts our rights at risk should be
sufficient. Once the issue 1s accepted
as a significant gun owner concern,
they can take measures and allocate
resources to mitigate those threats just
like they do with others.

“Do you want an outright end to
legal immigration?” Edwards then
asks. If I'd wanted that I'd have said
it. Since when have I ever been afraid
to speak my mind?

[ acknowledge in the articles that
kicked off an internet furor that “An
activist who got me started in NRA
activism 1n Los Angeles 1s an
African-born Italian. A frequent
contributor to The War on Guns
(WarOnGuns.com) is of Indian
heritage. A Cuban refugee/immigrant
1s a mentor whose important research
I rely on and whose writings I regular-

there’s gotta be more 1n it for us

than cheap labor. The government

1s tasked to protect life, liberty,
property, and yes, the American

way of life as understood by the
people who built the country, (NRA’s
Ohio gubernatorial endorsee Vivek
Ramaswamy saying “The idea of a
heritage American is about as loony
as anything the woke left has actually
put up,” notwithstanding). It needs
to establish better filters for who gets
let in and for what purposes, and for
who 1s eligible to be considered for
citizenship.

It’s more than the short term as all credible polls show two and three generations
later, naturalized minorities still favor gun control laws by landslide margins.

However, Edwards seems to think—
and evidently wants his readers to
believe —that the guy who spots the
problem and warns about it is also
the one responsible for solving it.

So, okay, I'll bite. I'll answer his
questions, even though no one trying
to take me to task on this issue

has done anything but ignore,
deflect, dismiss, and redirect on

MY questions.

“What reforms do you want
politicians (and Second Amendment
organizations) to champion?” he asks.

I want what you should want, Cam.
I want politicians to craft immigra-
tion laws that adhere to the principles
of the Preamble to the Constitution,
which essentially sets the framework
for laws that merit consent of the
governed. If they don’t serve to
“form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity,” they
have no legitimacy to be enacted. |
want Second Amendment organiza-
tions to make that expectation known
as part of the standard by which
they will either endorse and grade or
oppose a politician.
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ly publicize, and I publicly mourned
the untimely death of another
Cuban colleague and filmmaker
whose life’s work exposed the evils
of communism.”

So clearly, no. What I want to
outright end 1s 1llegal immigration.
Furthermore, if Edwards is going to
critique my articles, he needs to not
selectively ignore that which I've
already written, so it’s curious he
avolds acknowledging that I already
cited specific examples of problems
with “legal immigration, which
under current law encourages chain
migration, ‘birthright citizenship,” and
welfare benefits.”

What I want 1s for legal immigra-
tion to align itself with the goals of
the Preamble, and that means, among
other reforms, to end mass immigra-
tion and to develop more effective
ways to ensure those being admitted
are not hostile to/taking advantage of
the country they are being admitted
to visit, live, study, and/or work 1n.
Plus, don’t forget that where foreign
nationals from hostile and/or Third
World cultures are involved, there
1s no reliable way to vet their back-
grounds and their associations.

It should not be about “what our
country can do for them.” And

A Plan

So, I advocate limited admissions
of foreign nationals and further
limiting naturalization eligibility
to individuals who understand and
appreciate a government of checks
and balances, and a Bill of Rights
culture. Therefore, I would expect any
“gun rights group” representing my
interests to:

1. recognize the threat immi-
gration 1n its current form
poses to the Second Amend-
ment and establish an official
position,

2. educate 1ts members about it,

3. convey expectations to
politicians that, because this
impacts the recognized right
to keep and bear arms, 1ts
actions will have an impact
on their level of approval. It
does no good if a rep votes
the right way on guns but then
turns around and supports
culturally suicidal immigra-
tion policies that will ultimate-
ly ensure a politically unchal-
lengeable anti-gun majority.

Here’s a case in point: North

Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis has been
rated A+ by NRA. At the same time,
Tillis was pushing for “amnesty,”
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which not only directly undermined
every one of his “good” votes but
played right into the hands of the
gun-grabbing Democrats. Whatev-

er short-term gains his cheap labor
backers think this will gain them, it
will ultimately spell the death of the
Republican Party as a force to be con-
tended with. So, give such politicians
more realistic grades and explain why.
They’ll still be better than Democrat
“F’s,” and this will increase pressure
to do the right thing and/or help open
a door for primary challengers who
can do better on all counts, and it will
also make the grades more credible
than they are now.

with very little deviation from what
theyre already doing.

What Does Cam offer?

NRA and 2A groups shouldn’t get
involved, he says, because “they would
be working against the interest of
many of those individual members.”

[s the Second Amendment getting
gutted by an unchallengeable majority
not in their interests? So, do nothing?
While Democrats will bulldoze an
actual superhighway to citizenship a
priority as soon as feckless Republi-
cans blow their slim majorities...?

“Care to take my challenge?” I
asked him when I responded to his

Show your sources and method-
ologies for determining this WILL
NOT result 1in supermajorities 1n state
and federal legislatures that will then
be able to pass all kinds of anti-gun
edicts. Show how this WILL NOT re-
sult in nominations and confirmations
of judges to the Supreme and federal
courts who will uphold those edicts
and reverse gains made to date, and
don’t forget how legal and illegal for-
eign nationals directly affect elections
through their apportionment impact
on congressional seats and electoral
college votes. If you can’t disprove
any of this, explain why a politician’s
position on this 1ssue should not be

I’'ve just given you the blueprint to prove me wrong, Cam, in front of everybody
with an open mind. All you’ve got to do is refute my contentions with facts.

Loaded Question

I’'ve answered Cam’s questions
about immigration and gun group
expectations, but then he turns to
other areas, saying he doesn’'t “mean
for these to be gotcha questions,”
which are then precisely what he
asks. Essentially, since theyre also
overwhelmingly anti-gun, why am I
also not demanding they come out
against women and youth voting?

What a ridiculous question. Ev-
erything I’'ve advocated for i1s doable.
His query 1s not. Nowhere have I
advocated for damn-near impossible
Constitutional amendments like he
speculates. Still, the trap he thinks
he laid illustrates how precarious-
ly recognition of the right to keep
and bear arms is balanced with the
existing electorate. Putting millions
more on the “pathway to citizenship,”
which is the long-stated goal of the
Democrats, will irrevocably change
that balance. It’ll be “games over” for
peaceable political and legal resolu-
tion. Obey and submit to infringe-
ments or defy and resist.

I'm offering a legal and peaceable
way that Second Amendment groups
have the ability and resources to do
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article. “If you read the piece, you
know I said, ‘I don’t disagree with
Codrea’s premise that more immi-
gration will lead to more Democrat
voters,  he replied. “So no, I don’t
care to take the challenge. I agree
with the premise.”

Stop Dancing Around the Issue

[f he really agreed with me, he
would not have put so much energy
into shooting down gun group involve-
ment. [ answered your interrogation,
Cam, and you really ought to stop
deflecting. I'll repeat myself: I dare you
— without equivocation or redirecting,
to answer my challenge, because so far,
none of its critics will even try:

Audit all credible polls against
real world experience in places like
California and then produce credible
data—not opinion, not anecdotes,
not isolated examples, but something
that can be independently validat-
ed—demonstrating that “amnesty”
and a “pathway to citizenship” for
MILLIONS of foreign nationals in
this country illegally (and legally,
with CURRENT culturally suicidal
policies) WILL NOT overwhelmingly
favor Democrats and anti-gunners.

reflected in grades, endorsements, and
“pro-gun’” group messaging.

I’ve just given you the blueprint
to prove me wrong, Cam, in front of
everybody with an open mind. All
you’'ve got to do is refute my conten-
tions with facts. It’s not a question,
as your headline implies, of the gun
groups “making it an issue” — it IS an
1ssue and has been for decades, wheth-
er they want to admit it or just stick
their heads in the sand and let their de
facto spokespeople give them cover.

I extend that invitation to the leaders
of all the national gun groups, NRA,
SAF, GOA, FPC, NAGR, and others.
Take the challenge. Otherwise, you're
playing into the hands of the Dem-
ocrats, and worse, by avoiding and
ignoring this, you and they know it.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple
journalist awards for investigating/de-
fending the RKBA and a long-time gun
owner rights advocate who defiantly chal-
lenges the folly of citizen disarmament.

In addition to being a regular featured
contributor for Firearms News, he blogs
at “The War on Guns: Notes from the
Resistance,” and posts onlwitter:

@dcodrea and Facebook. &3
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CARRYING CONGCEALED

EDC

hat prompted the subject of
this column was somebody
on social media explaining—

or, rather, “explaining,” because their
reasoning was nonsensical gobbledy-
gook—why they carry with an empty
chamber, and it’s not the only thing
people do regarding EDC that i1s some
variation of dumb and/or dangerous.
So, I thought a column about what
NOT to do was necessary.

First off, empty chamber carry—the
ostensible reason people do this is be-
cause carrying with a loaded chamber
is “dangerous.” Presumably because
the gun can accidentally go off? First
off, a properly made firearm (and let’s
put aside any comments, serious or
humorous, about the SIG P320) will
not just “go off.” Safeties have to be

By James Tarr | Field Editor

EMPTY-CHAMBER CARRY IS
SUIGIDAL i

» The Israelis
practiced racking
a round into the
chamber as part
of their draw-
stroke only
because, back

in the day, the
thumb safety on
the Hi-Powers
they were carrying
was too small to
reliably hit under
stress. (Photo by
James Tarr)

have time to chamber a round? What
if the gun jams when youre working
the slide, because you’re panicked
and/or fighting with someone? I've
seen two videos of actual shootings
where the people who were carrying
with empty chambers ended up shot,
because they were behind the time
curve and/or they induced a malfunc-
tion while trying to chamber a round.
One of them, unfortunately, was the
good guy. If you are carrying with an
empty chamber, you are not bringing

meant carrying it cocked-and-locked
was a non-starter. It had nothing to
do with a cartridge inside the cham-

ber being “unsafe.” So, instead of
carrying with the hammer down on

a loaded round (probably because
there’s no “safe” way to drop the
hammer on a loaded round) they
carried with an empty chamber and
practiced racking the slide as part of
their draw, but that was then, this 1s
now. There 1s no good reason to carry
with an empty chamber. Stop it.

There is no good reason to carry with an empty chamber. Stop it!

disengaged, and the trigger has to be
pulled. In fact, for people who carry
like this, the irrational fear that the
gun “1s just going to go off ” 1s the real
true reason they don't carry with a
round in the chamber. They literally
are scared of carrying a loaded gun.
“I can rack the slide real quick when
I draw the pistol,” 1s the usual defense.
What if you're fighting with someone
or protecting your spouse/child with
your other arm? That happens quite
frequently. What if you simply don’t
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a loaded gun to a gunfight. If you're
not comfortable carrying a pistol with
a loaded chamber, carry something
different—Iike a revolver.

People point to the Israelis as emp-
ty chamber carriers, and that was true
back in the day. The only reason they
were doing it back in the 1950s-1980s
is because the only reliable semi-auto
9mms they could use were the single-
action-only Browning Hi Power, and
its thumb safety was too small to
reliably hit with your thumb, which

Related to this is people who carry
single-action-only (SAO) semi-autos
like the 1911 with the hammer down.
Simply because they think carrying
it with the hammer cocked 1s danger-
ous. It’s not. What’s dangerous—to
you and anyone else you intend to
protect—is carrying a pistol that you
can’t draw and fire one-handed quick-
ly and smoothly.

Yes, that external cocked hammer
looks dangerous, but it isn't—a 1911
has both a thumb safety and a grip
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CARRYING CONCEALED

» Whatever kind
of gun you carry,
you should be able
to draw and fire

it one-handed, as
your other hand
might be busy.
(Photo by

James Tarr)

Single-action-only semi-autos like the 1911 (left) and the Browning Hi-Power are
useless with their hammers down and should not be carried that way. Cocked
hammer scare you? Then carry something else. (Photo by James Tarr)

safety, and mechanically is safer from
accidental discharge than a Glock.
There are lots of SAOs or SAO-
capable designs on the market these
days (1911s, 2011s, Browning Hi-Power
Clones, CZ 75s, CZ P-09s, SIG P226s,
etc.) and if you're going to carry them,
carry them with the hammer cocked
and the thumb safety on. Learn to
disengage the thumb safety as part of
your draw. Gun comes up/safety goes
down. Gun goes down/safety goes up.
Same as with an AR-15.

Fear of that cocked hammer is the
real 1ssue, but proponents of ham-
mer-down carry sometimes deny/deflect
and say that deactivating that thumb
safety under stress isn’t realistic. And
thumb-cocking a hammer is? Please.

Not only can you sweep off a manual
safety with your thumb smoothly, auto-
matically, quickly, and one-handed, the
advantage of a SAO gun is they provide
the lightest, shortest, crispest trigger
pull of any pistol type out there. But
only if the hammer 1s cocked, otherwise
it’s just a really expensive paperweight.

The cocked hammer of the 1911 on the left might
look scary, but with the thumb safety and grip
safety it is actually mechanically safer to carry
than the Glock on the right. (Photo by James Tarr)
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There 1s no good reason to carry a
SAO automatic with the hammer down.
Stop it. This brings us to the final piece
of bad behavior, open carry. Before you
get your pitchforks and torches, hold
on—I'm more pro-Second Amendment
than you. All gun laws are infringe-
ments, and I should be able to walk
down to my local hardware store and
buy a belt-fed machinegun and 40mm
grenade launcher—and HE grenades—
without having to show ID or get
government approval, as the Founding
Fathers intended. If you can get the
financing from your local credit union,
[ fully support you buying that Bradley
Fighting Vehicle you always wanted
with the 25mm Bushmaster Chain Gun
and two deck-mounted M240Bs. You're
going to need a bigger garage, though.

['m not telling you to not open carry,
I'm telling you that you're probably
doing it in a way which increases the
danger to you, which is the exact
opposite of what you want. When |
was a cop, they taught us that every
radio call we went on was a “man with

» Open carry
means that gun
becomes a target
of bad guys with
ill intent, which is
why cops use
security holsters
like this Safari-
land. If you’re
carrying openly,
you should be
using a security
holster too.
(Photo courtesy
of Safariland)

a gun” call, because we were bringing
a gun. That visible gun on our hip
was a target of bad guys. That’s why
uniformed cops all keep their pistols
In security holsters, to prevent—or at
least slow down—criminals who try to
take their pistols and kill them with it.
The same 1s true of anyone carrying a
pistol openly. It makes you a target.
Concealed pistols can be 1in any type
of holster, because the only time people
should know you have it is when it’s
coming out 1n response to a threat.
However, pistols carried openly should
be in some sort of security holster, be-
cause the chances of a bad guy trying
to grab that gun are far higher than
zero. Private citizens openly carrying
unsecured firearms have been shot
when bad guys have taken those guns
away from them—so 1f you're going to
open carry, put the gun in a security
holster, and learn some firearm reten-
tion techniques. You owe it to yourself,
if not the rest of us. &3
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RELOAB’”G By Patrick Sweeney

9MM PRESSURE TESTING

A LLesson to Remember

kay, we all want the “best”
performance, right? But, what

1s best in life? (Cue Conan, no,
not the comedian.) Accuracy is easy.
Meeting the power threshold for com-
petition, easy. Getting the max out

of the 9mm with both, now that can
be tough, and which bullet you use to
accomplish that matters. Sometimes it
matters a lot.

The sample I used here i1s my 9mm
bowling pin load. The Pin Shoot 9mm
power requirement is that the pin has
to leave the table. Otherwise, your
score will suffer. The toughest shot is
the top shelf, this 1s where you have
to punch the pin back off of the top
shelf and still clear the back edge of
the bottom shelf, that edge being two
feet behind the top shelf.

" . -
- L. X
a s

8
A
> 4

P
T R

o

-
i

My 1nitial load was a 147-grain
flat-nose at 925-950 fps. I could see
and hear the pins clanging off of
the back edge of the bottom shelf,

This is the array of pins at The Pin Shoot for the 9x12 event. Knock the white
pins off and leave the two-tone ones standing. They must leave the table, tipping
over isn’t good enough. (Patrick Sweeney)
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My old parts-built STI, now the 12-pin

gun for The Pin Shoot. (Patrick Sweeney)

like an errant place-kick for a field
goal boinging off of the upright. I
was testing various lead and coated
flat-nosed bullets, but while these were
working fine in the handguns, they
were really gunking up the SIG MPX.
I wanted to go plated or jacketed to
case the mess.

My luck was to find the Rocky
Mountain Reloading (RMR) jacket-
ed 147-grain flat-nose. RMR makes
them by the truckload, and they sell
them at a good price. I tested some,
they were plenty accurate, and so I
developed a load.

Okay, time out. This 1s my load. I
tested it in my guns, and i1t works, and
it i1s something I will load a ton of, but
you need to start below my loading
and work your way up and make sure
this works in your pistol. Once we see
the pressure listings, I would recom-
mend to only be using this in modern
pistols. Don’t use this load in your
great-uncles PO8 Luger brought back
from WWII.

The load, with the velocity from my
9x12 Event 9mm pistol, a custom-built
STI with a five-inch barrel: »



Desert Blade

A knife as unique and timeless as

the land that inspired it

It’s not every day you come across a blade
that feels as much like art as it does a tool. EXCLUSIVE
But uncovering pieces like this is exactly

what we set out to do. When we first saw F R E E
the intricate scrollwork etched into this steel, L

we knew we had found something special— il g

Binoculars
and we moved quickly to secure a limited $ 1
number for our collection. a*99 value
with your purchase
Each handle is a bold expression of of the Navajo Spirit

Southwestern-inspired design—layered Scroll Knife
with color, movement, and character. No
two are ever alike. Variations in tone and
texture ensure that every knife carries its
own personality, echoing the spirit of
handcrafted artistry rooted in the
American Southwest.

But we don’t stop there.
While supplies last, we'll include a pair of $99 Stauer

Pocket Binoculars and a genuine leather sheath FREE
with your purchase. Whether you’re out exploring the open

range or simply admiring the view, you'll be equipped for the ;

journey. Y

Whether you collect blades, appreciate distinctive design, or .

simply enjoy owning something no one else has—this knife /) -

delivers. It’s equally at home in the field or on display, a " *"' &V Knife

functional tool that doubles as a conversation piece. A Specifications
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the weight in | :_\:,;" 7 6" etched stainless
your hand. Examine the detail in the blade. Take in the one- & & steel blade * 11" overall

of-a-kind handle. If it doesn’t exceed expectations, return it
within 30 days for a full refund of the item price.

length ¢ Multi-colored
resin handle *« No two are
alike = Genuine leather
sheath included

Limited Reserves. Knives with this level of detail and
individuality can command hundreds—even more—when
crafted by specialty makers. But today, you can claim

ours for just $99.
2 : What customers

are saying about
Stauer knives...

Don’t miss your chance to own a blade that stands apart.

Call today before they’re gone.

Navajo Spirit Scroll Knife $209*
Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $200

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: NSK134-01

You must use the insider offer code & |[—
to get our special price. B8e

Rating of A+
14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. NSK134-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

“First off, the shipping was fast
and the quality is beyond what
[ paid for the knife. Overall I am

a satisfied customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

California residents, please call
1-800-333-2045 regarding Proposition 65
regulations before purchasing this product.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code
versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Stauer. ‘ AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY




RELOADING

Bullet Powder Primer Overall Crimp | Velocity

Charge (gr.) Length (in.) | (in.) (fps)

W-330 3.8 1.070 1.009

RMR 147 J-FN

THE PRESSURE-TESTING RESULTS OF THIS LOAD?

MAP (PSI) Extreme Spread SD Velocity

(PSI) (PSI) (fps)

34,280 /7,000 920

You'll notice that the pressure
barrel velocity differs from the
pistol velocity. This 1s simply the
real world, where every barrel you'd
ever test this load in would have its
own, unique, average velocity.
They’ll all cluster around the same

value, but they will differ. (This 1s
something I plan to demonstrate in
a later column.)

Great, but what does this mean for
anything not an RMR bullet? Glad
you asked. Next up, two bare lead
bullets and their pressures: ¥

Bullet Powder Primer

Charge (gr.)

Overall Crimp | Velocity
Length (in.) | (in.) (fps)

Oregon Trails 147 LFN | VV-330 3.8 | Fiocchi sp 1.075 371 982

MAP (PSI) Extreme Spread 18] Velocity
(PSI) (PSI) (fps)
6,100 1,846 982

Powder Overall Crimp | Velocity
Charge (gr.) Length (in.) | (in.) (fps)

VW-330 3.8 371 982

Extreme Spread SD Velocity
(PSI) (PSI) (fps)

4,400 1,316 982

36,470
Bullet ‘

Primer

Northeast 147 LFN
MAP (PSI)

38,570

I would have bet good money
that the lead bullets would have
posted lower pressures than the

jacketed one, but that was not the

case here. They are longer, with
boat-tails, and thus decrease the size
of the combustion chamber. That
Increases pressure.

“Big deal” you say? Well, the
Sporting Arms and Ammunition
Manufacturers’ Institute (SAAMI)
maximum average pressure (MAP)
for the 9mm 1s 35,000 PSI, so both
are into the +P territory. To be clear
on this load: don’t load these combos.
Which 1s not a problem. Northeast
cast bullets back in the 1980s, when
I was starting to gear up a .38 Super
for USPSA Open Division. I was
buying them 50,000 bullets at a
time (all my truck could handle, a
half-ton cargo load of lead) and I
still have a lifetime supply. As far
as I know the company left the
casting business sometime in the
1990s, so unless you are buying an
estate sale reloading stash, you’ll
never see these.

2

The bullets before loading, left to right: RMR,

Oregon Trails, Northeast, Hornady. Notice that the
RMR is shorter due to being a flat-base, not a boat-
tail. This matters a lot in the 9mm. (Patrick Sweeney)

The loaded rounds tested, left to right: RMR,
old-stock Oregon Trails, Northeast Bullets, Hornady
XTP. (Patrick Sweeney)

My SIG MPX runs just fine with coated bullets, even lead ones, but the
cleanup is murder. | wanted jacketed, so | tested some. (Patrick Sweeney)
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RELOADING

There are a lot of choices to be had for a pin gun,
including the middle one, a ported Springfield Armory DS,
for the Concealed Carry Main event. (Patrick Sweeney)

The Oregon Trail bullets I have date
back to when the company was actually
in Oregon. The successor company is
now in Montana, and I'll have to do
a side-by-side comparison in a future
column. Now let’s deliberately step
over the line, and before we continue,
let me be clear: I love Hornady

Powder
Charge (gr.)

Bullet

Hornady 147 XTP

Primer

boat-tail, adding length.
Jacketed means harder, at least
compared to the lead bullets (think
friction going down the barrel), and
the overall length is different because

it needs to be to feed in my pistol. The
Hornady specs in my five-inch-barreled
STI, and the pressure barrel: ¥

Overall

Crimp | Velocity
Length (in.) '

VV-330 3.8 | Fiocchi sp 1.050

THE PRESSURE-TESTING RESULTS OF THIS LOAD?

MAP (PSl)
(PSI)

42,430 5,900

Extreme Spread

SD Velocity
(PSI) (fps)

1,714 950

products, and this was a deliberate
choice to go in the wrong direction.
Don’t blame Hornady because I'm
demonstrating how not to do this.
The results I'm about to show you
are in no way their fault.

The XTP is a hollow point, so
that makes the bullet longer. It has a
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Yes, that’s right, simply changing
from the previous bullets to a
Hornady XTP of the same weight
zooms our pressure up out of the
+P range and into the lower reaches
of a proof load.

Can we mitigate this? Sure, you
can back off on the powder charge.

You change your seating stem
dimension and increase the overall

length, at least until you reach the

length Iimits of your chamber and
leade or reliable feeding. Or, you
could choose to not load the XTP
with this powder, as it 1s clear the
147-grain XTP and VV-330 are not a
happy marriage. Don’t blame either
Hornady or Vihtavouri, this load’s
pressure 1s not their fault.

What can we learn from this?
(The first of many to come, by the
way.) Simple: bullets are not all
bullets. Just because they have
the same weight doesn’t
mean they will have the
same velocity and pressure
when loaded. Now, if you
are well down into the safe
zone you can swap pretty much
to your heart’s content. I
have one load pressure-
tested (we’ll get there, don’t
worry) that 1s a soft-feeling
125-grain coated bullet
load that musters a paltry
16,000 PSI. I suspect that
swapping that one out for any
other 9mm 125-grain bullet 1s
not going to get you anywhere near
the 9mm MAP red line. However,
if you are trying to get maximum
performance out of a given bullet
weight or powder, then little things
can matter.

So, if you want a top-end load,
you have a good one: RMR, VV-330
and pay attention to overall length
and crimp. I'm loading up a couple
of gallons of this load, for use up at
The Pin Shoot. &3

Fiocchi:
FiocchiUSA.com

Hornady Manufacturing:
Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

RMR Bullets:
RMRBullets.com, (208) 816-3859

VihtaVuori Powders:

VihtaVuori.com
—
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’” ”"S"ED TU”ES By Patrick Sweeney | Suppressors

THE RUGER DEAD AIR
RXD 910Ti SUPPRESSOR

it Can Do What"?

Iwas in the Dead Air booth at the

SHOT Show, admiring the inven-

tory, when talk shifted to the new
collaboration with Ruger. Specifically,
the RXD 910T1. *“ Yeah, I just logged
one of those into the books before
flying out here. Titanium. A nice 9mm
suppressor, I'm looking forward to
testing it when I get home. And it also
handles 10mm as well. What?” Thus The RXD comes with
began the involved engineering and instructions and a wrench,

: ; : the wrench is needed to
manufacturing discussion of the new-  gisassemble it for cleaning or
est suppressor from Dead Air. Not changing rear caps. (Patrick Sweeney)
only 1s it a collaboration between Dead

Air and Ruger, but it is also a new

design. They didn’t just spruce up an The basis of the new RXD910T1 No, not the Gamesters of Triskelion,
existing one for this. And that means (and I've got to find a shorter name but the triple-spiral as seen in art,
we all get an even better suppressor. for it) is the Triskelion baffle system. heraldry and land art, from the

Neolithic through the hellenistic ages.

Dead Air uses additive manufactur-
ing to construct a triple spiral out of
Titanium that could not be machined
from bar stock, no matter how
creative the machinist might be. The
baffle (can we even call it a “stack™?)
design 1s optimized to reduce
back-pressure, and to aid n this Dead
Air also designed in recoil-reducing
ports on the front of the suppressor,
ports that bleed gas out of the central
axis of the titanium stack. So, better
gas flow, recoil reduction, and quiet
as all get-out. To aid in keeping it
lightweight, the outer tube 1s also
made out of titanium, with the front
cap made out of aluminum.

The Dead Air/Ruger RXD works like a
champ on the Ruger RXM-T pistol. As
well it should. (Patrick Sweeney)
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IN HUSHED TONES

drance to proper handling of either
pistol or carbine. The additive-
manufactured core means it can
handle a lot of calibers. Obviously,
9mm and 10mm, but also 5.7x28,
both .38 Special and .357 Magnum,
.300 Blackout, and .400 Legend,
which includes your 9mm pistol or
PCC, your 10mm pistol or PCC, and
your lever-action rifles in .38/.357

¥

The RXD as-sent came with a booster

With the front cap off you can see the as the rear cap, needed to cycle self-
front end of the Triskelion baffle loading pistols. You can easily change it  and .400 Legend, as well as your AR
construct. (Patrick Sweeney) to a direct-thread cap. (Patrick Sweeney) 1n .300 Blackout subsonic. That has

to be half of what’s in your gun safe.
Plus, a bunch of those are full-auto
rated. Of course, there are limits.
(There always are.) I talked to my
contacts, and apparently the only
barrel length restriction 1s with .400
Legend, and then it is sixteen inches
or longer. Works for me.

My first test was with the new
Ruger RXM-T, its new model variant
with an extended, threaded barrel.
Ruger has done this so you don’t have
to source some off-brand thread-

ed barrel in order to suppress your
° RXM. While I was at it, I also took
advantage of the new Magpul EHG

Left, the Ruger RXM and the booster needed to cycle. On the right, the Ruger LC RG? full-sized g_l‘lp, in FDE (ﬂat-da_lrk
Carbine in 10mm, and the direct-thread cap it needs. (Patrick Sweeney) earth). You realize, when you do this,

that you’ll need full-length maga-
zines, right? (I happened to be at the

On the rear, the RXD910Ti has a ounces, and under eight inches in gun club when a member showed up
HUB thread machined into the core, length, it is not going to be a hin- with his, and he had not thought of
and you can install one of the many
Dead Air mounting options. The
RXDI910T1 came with two; a PB501
Mojave booster assembly with a 2x28
threaded booster, and a HUB-thread
rear cap with a %16x24 muzzle thread
for use on a 10mm. If you didn’t want
to go up to the 10mm, and just stick
with 9mm on a PCC, then you could
simply add the PB139 Mojave fixed
barrel spacer for that.

While the RXD910T1 1s meant to
be a really good 9mm suppressor, the
bore 1s machined to clear a 10mm
bullet, so you can use it on a 10mm
pistol or PCC. At just over eleven

J‘

The RXM with the RXD mounted
cycled reliably with a wide variety
of 9mm loads. (Patrick Sweeney)
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IN HUSHED TONES

The front cap is built to knock down
muzzle flash, and the flutes are also
there for disassembly. (Patrick Sweeney)

that detail.) The booster provides the
oomph needed to cycle the RXM
even with the added (albeit not a
lot, as these things go) weight of

the RXD910Ti suppressor added to
the barrel. Function was, of course,
100% —and quiet. Then it was an
easy swap top change to 10mm. I
unscrewed the booster assembly and
installed the direct-thread cap and
then run the RXD onto a Ruger LC
10mm carbine. The carbine does
not need a booster, since the barrel
doesn’t move. So, there’s no need to

44 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2026

The Ruger LC Carbine in 10mm delivers a lot of power for a PCC, and the RXD
keeps it quite. Well, quiet with subsonics. Put a supersonic lightweight bullet

have the booster slapping back and
forth on its spring.

The LC carbine also functioned
100% (would you really expect
anything else from Ruger and Dead
Air?) and like the RXM, hit to the

sights. And quiet? The 9mm subsonics

were well down into the hearing-safe
zone, even out of the shorter barrel
of the RXM. The 10mm is a tougher
beast to quiet, as it runs at the same
pressures as the 9mm, but with as
much as twice the powder charge.
So, more gases to deal with. But even
then 1t was down into hearing-safe
as long as I used a subsonic load.
The real screamers add in the
supersonic shock wave, which no
SUppressor can manage.

As far as maintenance 1s concerned,

since the RXD910T1 1s meant for
use with handgun cartridges, it is

of course user-serviceable. To give

it a thorough cleaning after a range
day, Unscrew the front cap. Use the
provided wrenches to unscrew the
booster assembly. (The owner’s
manual gives a good run-down on
taking the assembly apart.) Unscrew
the cover tube from the core and

load in there and you’ll hear the snap. (Patrick Sweeney)

put all of them into your ultrasonic
cleaner with the appropriate solution.
You know the rest. £

RUGER DEAD AIR
RXD 910Ti SUPPRESSOR

OAL: 7.7 in.
Diameter: 1.51n.

Material: 6AL4V titanium
(booster 17-4PH
stainless steel)

Weight: 11.4 oz.
Finish: Black Cerakote
(FDE available)
Calibers 5.7x28,
Available: 9mm,
10mm,
.300 Blackout,
400 Legend
Full-Auto Yes, for 9mm,
Rated: 10mm, 5.7x28 &
.300 Blackout
Reduction: 37 dB
Mount System Direct thread, booster
Available: (H.U.B. compatible)
MSRP: $999
Contact: DeadAirSilencers.com,

(801) 857-4232
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&G4 sBR ENHANCED
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Experience an enhanced level of performance from your short-barreled rifle, when you feed 4 2
it what it likes. Hyperformance SBR Enhanced has been specifically engineered for barrels F !| O C C H
ranging between /7.5 to 11.5 inches, including arm-brace pistols. Each projectile is chosen to
maximize ballistic and terminal performance. Even the exclusive powders have been optimized

to deliver 100% burn, low muzzle flash and diminished reports. Three popular calibers and
four variations kick-off this new Hyperformance line of purpose-built asmmunition.

*Velocities are subject to change based upon barrel length. Refer to Flocchiusa for additional SBR velocity infarmation. F I Occ H I U SA- co M




T”E AGCESS"B YA”G’.E By Vincent David DeNiro

FALGO’S LEATHER
ROTO-SHOULDER HOLSTER

Great Quality and Comfort

for Everyday Carry!

in season most of the year, and

with long drives to get to and fro,
a shoulder holster is the best option
for my EDC. Although shoulder
holsters are not as popular as hip
holsters, almost everyone drives, and
when they do it’s in a seated position.
Having to pull your pistol from a
shoulder holster 1s much faster and
less impeded than drawing from a hip
holster especially when the seatbelt
1s fastened. My father, the editor-
in-chief of this magazine, agrees and
he used to carry a similar handgun
to mine, a Smith & Wesson 669, in a
nylon shoulder holster back in the
late 1980s.

In rural Ohio, where jackets are

a

e a

DeNiro has been carrying the Falco Roto-Shoulder Holster for two years and finds
it comfortable and durable. (Vincent L. DeNiro)
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[’ve now been carrying
my Smith & Wesson 6909
with the Leather Roto-
Shoulder Holster (model
D120), from Falco, most
days for two years. I'm a big fan
of Smith & Wesson, and although
the S&W series of double-single
handguns 1s now out of production,
they can still compete with the
more popular CCW handguns
made today and can be had at a
reasonable price despite the rise
of the collectability of these hand-
guns. I prefer the 6909 model, 1n
particular, because it’s both compact
and lightweight, compared to the
full-size models like 5906.

Falco’s Roto-Shoulder
Holster in brown
leather. (Falco)

The Leather Roto-Shoulder Holster
from Falco comes with many options
and 1s available for a plethora of
makes and models, so you can most
likely get one for whatever you carry.
Options include leather and stitching
color, letter and even image emboss-
ing, and of course more importantly,
accommodations for optics, raised
sights, extended magazines, and
allowing left-handed drawing.

The construction is quite good, with
all Falco holsters being handmade in
Slovakia, with this particular model
being made with Italian leather—what
feels like calfskin. The leather 1s tough
where it needs to be, in the holster and
magazine pouch, and supple where it
should be, on the webbing and harness-
ings. Falco’s website notes that your
holster may need “break in hiquid.”
Although I didn’t need any, I only
applied a standard leather conditioner
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¢ Shown with optional
BCM M3 Cheek Risers

2CM Stock Mod 3

Removable buttpad with diamond textured non-slip surface
Patented internal latch system, US Patent Number 9,109,855
Both horizontal and vertical web sling attachment points
Extremely small and lightweight, 6.4 ozs, with tool-less install
Double-walled H-Beam construction for extreme durability

Compatible with the versatile new BCM M3 Cheek Risers,
designed for use with taller optic systems

Two BCM M3 Cheek Riser heights available, approximately
.5 inch and .8 inch, with multiple mounting locations

BRHVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

BravoCompanyMFG.com e Hartland, Wl U.S.A.
Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626)

Pricing subject to change without notice. Please see website for current pricing.

Tech A

' SIGHTS.

PRECISION SHOOTING ACCESSORIES

RUGGED APERTURE SIGHTS

B

Mini-14 Sights

All steel construction

» Click adjustable windage & elevation
e Standard .062 Aperture

* Easy installation

1 0*[22 Sights

All metal construction

Spring detent adjustable windage & elevation
Standard .062 Aperture

Easy installation

Military style rear aperture & front post

8" longer sighting radius

SIGHTS AVAILABLE FOR

Ruger® 10/22 Rifles

Ruger® 10/22 Collector Series Rifles
Ruger® American Rimfire

Marlin® 60 & 795

Marlin® Rimfire Bolt Rifles

Rossi RS22

Remington® 597

Mossberg® 702

Savage® Mark

Keltec® SU16, SU22, PLR16 & PLR22
Ruger® Mini 14 and 30

CZ 452 & 455

AK47 and SKS

Slings and More

Family Owned & Operated since 2004

(843)332-8222 | www.Tech-SIGHTS.com

SUMMIT PRECISION
Ultralight

Carbon Fiber
Barrels X

-

-

Muitiple length options

15 colors of Carbon Fiber
416R Stainless Steel

Stainless or Matte Black finish
Threaded .500-28

www.summit-precision.com




THE ACCESSORY ANGLE

The magazine pouch can be removed from the shoulder
rig and has slots that allow it to be attached to a belt.

(Vincent L. DeNiro)

as I would to all my leather products.
The buttons on the holster and mag-
azine pouch however did need some
breaking in. My 6909 holds the stan-
dard 12-round magazine, which I leave
in the gun, but I opted for the larger
magazine pouch to hold the 15-round
magazine, which I would recommend,
as with the 15-round pouch it can also

& '

|

This holster has a rotary feature that allows the pistol to
rotate easily to a more horizontal position, which produces

a smooth draw. (Vincent L. DeNiro)

you feel like switching to an inside-the-
pants holster or traditional belt holster,
which I sometimes do depending on
weather and/or what I am wearing.

As far as drawing the handgun,
this holster has a rotary feature that
allows the pistol to rotate easily to a
more horizontal position (hence the
“Roto” name), which aids in smooth

steel or brass fasteners for the
holster and instead uses plastic

to fix the holster and magazine
pouch to the harness. While the
plastic feels high-quality and
matches the black leather, I would
much rather have stainless steel,
and the plastic fastenings which
were most likely a weight or

Overall, | really do like my Falco holster.
It’s held up as expected for something made of real leather.

hold the shorter 12-round magazine,
and only leaves you with an extra inch
or two at the top of the pouch. I load
two 17-round Mec-Gar (Mec-Gar.com)
magazines for the pouch. Mec-Gar
offers 17-round magazines for S&W
that are the same length as the S&W
15-round magazines and are made in
[taly. Both fit just fine in the pouch de-
signed for the 15-rounders, which gives
me a total of 46 rounds all in all in the
holster. Another nice feature 1s that the
magazine pouch can be easily detached
from the shoulder rig and has slots on
the back that allow you to attach it

on a belt. This gives you an option if
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removal. This feature is activated after
disconnecting a leather thumb break,
and the holster rotates via a bolt and
nut. Although it has worked well, the

one 1ssue 1s that as you remove the gun

over and over, the bolt becomes very
loose and must be retightened. You
actually want this bolt to be loose so
that the holster rotates freely, but then
you risk losing the bolt if 1t “walks”
out. Possibly, a solution would be to
apply Loctite to the bolt and unscrew
it until you get the desired level of
friction and then let 1t dry.

In spite of all the customization
options, Falco doesn’t offer stainless

cost-saving measure don’t match
with the expectation I'd have for

a product handmade in Slovakia
with Italian leather. Whatever the
increase in cost would be, it would
only be a drop in the bucket as the
holster already costs upwards of
$259 (plus options).

Overall, I really do like my Falco
holster. It’s held up as expected for
something made of real leather. I
really appreciate that their products
are still made in Europe and to a high
quality. It does look very sharp.

For more information, please visit
FalcoHolsters.com. &3
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Suriv Ju;c.t o_u
Anything for Under $30

On any outdoor adventure, Mother Nature’s job is to present

you with challenges. Some days she’s more demanding than

Regularly priced at $99, take
advantage of this special
offer while supplies last!

others. And on those days, you'd better come prepared. The Stauer
Survival Box is a near-guarantee you’ll be up to the challenge.
The stainless steel multitool offers wire cutters, knife, bottle opener,
file, a set of screwdrivers, a pair of pliers and much more. The
powerful flashlight has three different settings, and the tactical loop
watch is a reliable, water-resistant timepiece that clips to your hip
and never leaves your side. All told, opening the Survival Box gives
you instant access to nine different tools for JUST $29.

Regularly sold for $99, we're offering this collection of survival
essentials to you for A FIFTH OF THE NORMAL PRICE! Why?

Because we've had an incredible year and we feel like giving back

to our valued customers. As this kit has proven to be one of our Praise for

all-time best sellers, we can only extend this offer while supplies Stauer's

last. Of our initial run of 1,737, more than half have already sold. Survival Box

Your move, Mother Nature. h Ak k

Survival Box Specifications: “[It] has

* Multitool: 3 %" x 1" folded everything!”

e Flashlight: 3 12" x 1", 260 lumens, takes AA batteries (not included), — Carol T.,
three LED light modes: strong, medium and caution flashing Anaheim, CA

e Watch: 2 34" x 1", battery type SR626SW (included)

Survival Box $99- $29* + S+P Save $70

*You must use Insider Offer Code: SVB338-02 to get this price.
California residents please call regarding Proposition 65 regulations before

Box includes flashlight,
watch and multitool with

purchasing this product. wire cutters, knife, bottle

1 800 333 2045 opener, file, screwdrivers,
= 2 = pliers and more!
Your Insider Offer Code: SVB338-02

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SVB338-02, Burnsville, MN 55337 www.stauer.com

Stauer ‘ AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY




T”E WAB GUNS By P.S. | Historic Military Arms

THE FINNISH LAHTI-SALORANTA

Photos by Mattias Holsti
(unless otherwise noted)

hen Finland gained its inde-
pendence in 1918, the army
and civil guard (Suojeluskun-

ta) were equipped with a wide variety
of Russian, German, Austrian,
French, and American machine guns.
The primary light machine guns were
the Danish Madsen, 700 of which
were purchased in the 1920s, and
German MGO08/15s, which were left
over from WWI.

Development of a new light
machine gun began in 1924 after
the Finnish Ministry of Defense
established the Light Machine Gun
Commuttee to select a new LMG (in
Finnish: Pikakivaai) for the Finn-
ish armed forces. They wanted one
similar in size and operation to the
Madsen LMGs already in service.

In 1926, the task was assigned to
Aimo Lahti and Arvo Saloranta who
completed work on what would be-
come the Pikakiviaai LS/26 (Lathi-
Saloranta Light Machine Gun Model
1926).! It was among Lahti’s first for-
ays into gun design, but wouldn’t be his

M/26 LIGHT MACGHINE GUN
THE “KOOTUT VIRHEET”

1944. Finnish soldiers during the Continuation War. The man on the right is firing
a M/26 light machine gun. (SA-Kuva. Finnish Army photo)

last. He would go on to be described as
the “John Browning of Finland.”

The Lathi’s design was a recoil oper-
ated, air cooled, selective-fire weapon
using a short-recoil operating system. It
was composed of finely machined parts
and fitted with a rifle style wooden
buttstock and pistol grip.

The L/S-26’s barrel assembly
includes a long, tubular barrel ex-
tension, which houses the bolt. The
barrel extension has a tilting locking
block that is connected on the receiver

Finnish soldiers
with a Madsen
LMG. (SA-Kuva.
"o Finnish Army
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photo)

guideway via a pivot arm. The locking
block will rise and fall according to
the barrel extension movement. The
barrel extension also includes an
accelerator lever that pushes the bolt
backwards as the locking piece dis-
engages from the bolt, which assured
reliability in Finland’s severe winter
weather. The accelerator used with
the LS/26 also appears on other Lahti
designed recoil operated small arms
including the L/35 pistol.

The gun has a cyclic rate of 450—
550 rpm depending on the ammuni-
tion used. The highest rates of fire
were usually obtained with captured
Soviet silver tipped “LPS” light ball,
which was the hottest service ammu-
nition available for this caliber.

It was equipped with a folding
bipod and a flash hider, which was
considered necessary as its relatively
short, heavyweight, fluted 19.7-inch
barrel produced excessive muzzle



OPTICS COMPANY

A Difference So Clear, You Can See It

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE!!

LSBT REGULAR PRICE $165.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL ONLY $75.00 EACH OR GET TWO
FOR $140.00 INCLUDES POSTAGE

RMR RED OR GREEN DOT FITS MOST
RMR PLATES ON PISTOLS

This cut out matches any rmr base on
your handgun. It has red or green dot
illumination. Specify color when ordering
3 MOA dot size.

A full line optics company located in sunny Arizona. In business
for over 35 years worldwide, over 25 years in the USA.

SUPER SPECIAL 2 REGULAR PRICE §166.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL ONLY $90.00 EACH OR TWO FOR
$160.00 INCLUDING RINGS

4-16X40 AOE ADJUSTABLE
OBJECTIVE ILLUMINATED 1 INCH
TUBE SIZE

Adjustable objective & illuminatad rifle
scope adjustable paral-
lax, Great for all uses,
especially great for low
light hunting as the view
area Is lit up and can be
adjusted for the bright-
ness required. Protective lenses for both ends of the scope coated lens.

Rd..Dup.ie: w/ IR | R11-ASled Dol w' R RT4-Bulel Dop w IR

Inciudes shipping & handiing
LIFETIME WARRANTY

SUPERSPECIAL 4 REGULAR PRICE $155.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL GET ONE
FOR $90.00 OR GET TWO FOR
$160.00 WITH RINGS

3-12X50 AO ADJUSTABLE OBJECTIVE 1
l'ﬂl:!I 'lllﬁlE SIZE — ]
Adjustable objective nifle scope adjustable / \
paraliax excellent for all uses protecive ( L
lenses for both ends of the scope coated X A= =4 7 | "-\\j/;"'
lens with rings. = =

R14-Bullet Droo | R4-Duplex

S IRSINIE REGULAR PRICE $144.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL GET ONE FOR S80.00 OR TWO
FOR $140.00 WITH RINGS
4-16X40 AO ADJUSTABLE OBJECTIVE 1 INCH TUBE

f

Adiustable ablecte rifle — "
/‘ *"\\h

soope achustable porallax

excelent for al uses protec- 1

tive lenses for both ends of [K - = ]
the scope coated lens AND \E
ALSO AT NIGHT. R14-Bullet Drop|

R SRt REGULAR PRICE $110.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL ONLY S60.00 EACH OR
GET TWO FOR $100.00
RD4-006 QUICK RELEASE

RED DOT Red color micro dot (
llumination extra battery HD
quick-release mount included
rugged design and durable piece
great for pistols and nfies alike

very small take up little space

and is very light not adding much weight to your pistol or rifle very good in the
daylight will not fade push button for on and off and also to make it brighter or
dimmer high see-through mount.

CONTACT STEVE AT
Call 602.690.6976 or
email order to steve@ijksales.com

We accept most all credit cards.

Follow us on Instagram!

— PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH CROSSHAIR YOU PREFER WITH ORDER —

DRSS h] REGULAR PRICE $105.00

SUPER SPECIAL DEAL GET ONE FOR $60.00 OR GET
TWO for $100.00
LS-L9-X-FLGT COMPACT
TACTICAL LED 500 LUMENS
FLASHLIGHT/GREEN LASER
COMBO

LS-L9-X-FLGT Compact -
tactical LED flashlight 500 lumens and green laser ==, =

combo low low prodile works great for any full size, = - =
compact and subcompact pistols excellent in the ~ xmomr— o

daylight comes with rechargeable system connects Eem—=cs——=—c = 8
with magnetically for easy usage no more batteries ESEe———=.. =

easy on/off switch ambidextrous on the side has

two separale screw placements to fil most all pistol sizes glove-friendly
smart sense momentary on/off switch comes in its own hard storage case
new sleek shorter design to fit shorter bamreled pistols.

Or send your order with check or money order to:
Steve Kovary,

8194 W. Deer Valley Rd.

Suite 106-347, Peoria, AZ 85382

Follow ux on Facebook!

LOOKING FOR DEALERS OR DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH & EAST COAST

You can view the complete line at www.ijksales.com




THE WAR GUNS
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A Finnish army training poster for the M/26. (Finnish Army photo)

flash. It was a selective-fire weapon
with a quick-change barrel that was
“supposed” to be switched after thirty
seconds of continuous firing. Note:
the bolt had to be removed before the
barrel could be changed and Army
regulations forbade disassembly

of the lower receiver for all except
trained armorers. A safety switch was
located 1n front of the trigger guard
with the selector switch in front of it
that had two settings: forward
for full-automatic and
rear for semiauto-
matic fire.

It was fed by a bottom mounted,
curved, twenty-round box magazine
and its non-reciprocating charging
handle, located on the top of the
receiver projected outward from the
right side. Ejection of spent cases was
through a port on the right side of
the receiver. To ensure
reliable feeding in

The M/26 was fired from an integral bipod and was fed from a detachable 20-round
magazine. Note the wooden stock and pistol grip. (Courtesy of Mattias Holsti)
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Finland’s arctic winters the magazine
had a very robust spring and required
a special tool to load it to capacity.

Sights are slightly offset to the left
because of the wide receiver. The rear
sight was mounted on the receiver cover
and consisted of a U-notch adjustable
by tangent from 300 to 1,500 meters
in 100-meter steps. The foresight was
mounted on a block attached to the
ventilated barrel shroud. Detachable
anti-aircraft sights were also developed.

The first prototypes were chambered
for the 7,92 x 57 cartridge. Trials in
late 1925 saw 1t beat out the Madsen,
Swiss Ferrer MG 25, Colt-made BAR
1918, English Vickers-Berthier, French
Hotchkiss, and I[talian Breda. It was
officially adopted on August 13, 1926,
as the “Pikakivairi m/26”, better
known as the Lahti-Saloranta 26 or
simply, the M/S-26.

Issue guns were chambered for
the Finnish service cartridge, the
Patruunaa Kal. 7,62mm, which used
a rimmed bottle necked case S3mm
long whose 148-grain FMJ Spitzer
bullet was propelled to 2,800 fps.> In
1941, the Patruunaa Kal. 7,62mm
D166 was adopted for machine guns.
It used a 200-grain 7,65mm (.311"),
boattail, Spitzer bullet moving at
2,600 fps and provided superior long-
range accuracy.

Production started in 1927 at the
Valtion kivaaritehdas (VKT), or State



JUST RELEASED!

Cache of 832 Last Year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollars

Still Pristine As The Day They Were Struck
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Last Year
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- = = Actual Size
38.1mm
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>, Sold Nationally for
o as much as $239

Pure Silver

No coin embodies the spirit of America
more than the Morgan Silver Dollar. From
the Comstock Lode discovery that provided
millions of ounces of silver to make them, to
outlaws robbing stage coaches in the Wild
West to pay for their bar tabs and brothel
visits, the hefty Morgan Silver Dollar holds a

special place in American history.

[t's no wonder collectors and history buffs
alike clamor to get their hands on them. That

221bs of corn meal

In 1921 This $1 Could Buy:

8

2.51bs of flour @ 81bs of pot roast

3 dozen eggs

A Miracle of Survival

Coin experts estimate that only 15%-20%

of Morgans are still surviving today due to
multiple mass-meltings over the years. The
Pittman Act of 1918 melted over 270,000,000
coins, that’s almost 50% of all coins produced
at the time. Untold quantities were melted in
the 1980s and 2000s when silver prices rose
up to $50 per ounce.

Sold Nationally for as much as $239

==

81bs of salted pork

is, if they can get their hands on them.

Prized Last-Year Coins

Collectors love “lasts” as no collection is complete without

the last coin struck. Last year coins are often hard to find and
always in demand. Little did master engraver George T.
Morgan know the legacy he was creating when he designed
what has become known as “The King of Silver Dollars” but it
came to an end 104 years ago with the last-year 1921 Morgan
Silver Dollar, the most beloved coin in American history.

Public Release - Only 832 Coins Available

Rarcoa®, America’s Oldest Coin Company, is announcing the
public release of 832 of the very last year 1921 Morgan Silver
Dollars, struck at the iconic Philadelphia Mint. Each coin
today comes in Brilliant Uncirculated condition, pristine as
the day they were struck!

Hold 104 Years of American History
Struck in 1921, each coin is one hundred and four years old.
Could Charles Lindbergh have carried your coin in his pocket
during his flight across the Atlantic? Or maybe your great-
grandfather carried it while storming the beaches of
Normandy during World War II before ending up in a small
coin shop in Tuscaloosa, Oklahoma. Each coin has its own

unique history and you can hold 104 years of American history

when you buy yours today!

This same 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar sells elsewhere for as
much as $239. But thanks to Rarcoa’s buying power and
numismatic expertise, you can own one for as little as
$89.95, in quantity while supplies last. That's a difference
of up to $149!

Because the precious metals market is always active and
dynamic, prices may adjust to reflect the latest market
opportunities.

BUY MORE AND SAVE!

1921 Morgan Silver Dollar Brilliant Uncirculated
1-4 $99.95 each

5-9 $94.95 each, save $5 each, save up to $45

10+ $89.95 each, save $10 each, save $100 or more.

FREE SHIPPING on 2 or More!

Call 1-833-205-1371

Offer Code LMDP254-3

Please mention this code when you call.

SCAN TO BUY ONLINE
rarcoa.com/1921-morgan

Limited time only. Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change.
Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. Due to the volatility in the precious metals market, prices are subject to change.
All comparison prices are accurate at the time of ad creation. © 2026 RARCOA DIRECT



THE WAR GUNS

The rear sight was adjustable from 200 to 1,500 meters. Note the extended cocking handle, ejection port and takedown

lever. (Courtesy of Mattias Holsti)

Rifle Factory, and lasted until 1942
with 4,700 guns being produced. The
only other user was China who placed
an order for 30,000 (some sources

say 40,000) M/26s chambered for
7,92X57mm Mauser in 1937, but only
1,200 of these weapons were delivered
before Japanese diplomatic pressure
caused production to cease.’

During the war, the M/26 gained
very poor reputation among Finnish
soldiers, who gave 1t the nickname
Kootut virheet “Assorted Mistakes.”
The main problem seems to have been
recoil spring package inside butt of the
weapon—disassembling of which had
been specifically forbidden for soldiers.
In theory, only specially trained ord-
nance personnel should have disassem-
bled this part and carefully cleaned
storage grease from there before the
machineguns were issued, but appar-
ently large number of M/26s were
1ssued to soldiers without removal of
grease from the recoil spring pack-
age. Besides the grease, the consensus
seems to be that the weapon’s tight
tolerances made it prone to jam.*

A report from an officer on the
Karelian front stated: “The gun often

o4 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2026

malfunctions and requires a specially
experienced soldier, which is often not
particularly easy to find among Field
Army. No more than 12-15 rounds
can be loaded into the magazine, if
one wishes 1t to work reliably. Due to
this magazine changes are frequent,
which in a combat situation can prove
fatal. Frequent magazine changes also
easily unnerve the shooter and reduce
accuracy of his fire. Using the gun’s
sights while wearing a gas mask 1s
practically impossible.™

On the other hand, proficient
gunners liked and took full advantage
of the exceptional accuracy of the
weapon and with proper maintenance
it turned out to be very reliable.

It served with Finnish forces during
the Winter War (1939-1940), the
Continuation War (1941-1944), and
the Lapland War (1944-1945) and
remained in service into the 1960s.° It
also saw limited use by Chinese troops
during the Second Sino-Japanese War
(1937-1945)."

Finnish troops often preferred the
Degtyarev DP-27/28 light machine
gun—thousands of which were
captured from the Soviets and used

< The barrel had a full-length,
ventilated jacket and the front
sight was offset to the left.
(Courtesy of Mattias Holsti)

» The curved, 20-round magazine’s
heavy spring made it difficult to load
to capacity. (Courtesy of Mattias Holsti)

against their former owners. All in
all, in the summer of 1944, only 3,400
M/26s were at the front, compared to
over 9,000 Degtyarevs. &l

1 While the L/S-26 was the brainchild of Aimo J. Lahti,
Saloranta helped Lahti with his government contract.

2 It was dimensionally and ballistically identical to the
Soviet 7.62mm patron obr. 1930D.

3 www.jaegerplatoon.net/LMG1.htm

4 Ibid.

5 Ibid.

6 https://smallarmsreview.com/the-lahti-saloranta-26-light-
machine-gun/

7T www.militaryfactory.com/smallarms/detail.php?
smallarms 1d=1229

8 Very few 75 rd. drum magazines were used usually for
anti-aircraft fire.

SPECIFICATIONS
LAHTI-SALORANTA M/26

Caliber: Patruunaa Kal.
7,62mm D166
Overall Length: 43.6 in.
Barrel Length: 19.7 in.

Weight: 20.5 Ibs. (unloaded)
Magazine: 20-rd. box & 75-rd.

drum magazine®

Sights: Front: Blade
Rear: V notch
adj. from 300 to
1,500 meters

ROF: 450 rpm
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DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE GI.II 308 1919 A4

: Semi Auroraice Belt Loaders
SEM| AUTO = Available at
Russian mainstay * US. Gl Parts S$395

of WWIl and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(2) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock [not shown)

» Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tn-Pod
e Metal links and manual included
* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

$4995.00

Flus shipping
CZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE  $2495.00 ' mopEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER
TOF‘S}T CUT‘ Cal.7. 52!34H * Brand new, complete, never demilled.

RECEIVER AS PER BATF
Belts included

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods avadable.

* |n wooden chest.

¢ Google for more info

e A few available.
| ‘

$2995.00

Plus shepping
BELT LOADERS M79 GRENADE LAUNCHER BARRELS
M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal) 3395.00 Stri ioped $1 ’500
| Complete $3,000 [
SGOﬁBﬂIF’EOI\LI !:ISTol e i W

* Hard case
* (2) 20rd magazine

STEEL REPLACEMEHT MAGAZINES
* Owners manual "
Complete kits with barrels $425.00

) SWD M-
¢ 60 rounders $99.00
. ¢ Over 18,000 sold-Supplies running low
¢ Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Samy auto
Factory Threaded barrel Guns available at $985.00

- $29.00 1+

M240B LMG SEMI AUTO

Built by a government contractor

$15,000.00 Ill( 99 LMG SEMIAUTO L D

pelts and cans
Lalﬁt‘_}-—-r f 6“‘ X J"“H

$5900.00

+ Shipped in hard case
with accessories

« Tri availabl .
fipods avasedle » Tripods and

scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

e Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections,
Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!
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ORN FROM A BUZZGUN!

MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S

By James Tarr Cover and lead photo by Andy Grossman

y wife has a rule, when trying a new food or dish;
always take two bites, because even if you don’t
think you have any expectations, you do, and
those expectations always cloud your perceptions. That
first bite may or may not be what you expected, but with
that second bite, you know what to expect, and can focus
on what it actually 1s. I was reminded of this good rule of
life when I got in the MAC IX to test, because I remember
when the guys at SDS Arms (parent company of Military
Armament Corporation) brought one of the first guns
into the U.S. and showed it to me. And... I simply wasn’t
interested. A PCC/PDW that was fed by MP5 magazines
but wasn’t an MP5? What'’s the point?

I was judging the gun on what I wanted, or expected,
rather than what 1t was. So, I took a second bite.

SDS Arms, with their Military Armament Corporation
division, recently started importing MP5-pattern guns
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(their MAC 5 series), and they are great, but the MAC IX 1s
something different. MP5-pattern guns and their roller de-
layed blowback operating system are iconic, and have very
soft recoil, but they are expensive and difficult to make, have
safeties you can't easily reach, aren’t great to mount optics
on, and the bolts don’t lock back on empty magazines.

The MAC IX, on the other hand, has very familiar and
ergonomic AR-pattern controls, it uses a straight blowback
operating system and machined (not stamped) receivers so
it 1s less expensive to manufacture (and thus priced lower),
has a full-length top rail for optics, and the MP5-pattern
magazines it uses are slightly modified so that this gun’s bolt
does lock back on empty magazines.

While they call 1t a PCC (pistol caliber carbine), MAC sells
the MAC IX as a pistol. This 9mm sports a 6.5-inch barrel
and overall, 1t 1s 14.75 inches long and 7.5 inches tall with
no magazine mserted. Empty, with no magazine inserted or



<4 The MAC IX is an interesting 9mm
pistol, derived from a Turkish SMG,
which combines MP5-pattern magazines
with AR-style controls. (Photo by James Tarr)

» The upper and lower receiver are
machined aluminum, and the MAC IX has
modern features including an M-LOK
compatible handguard and a bolt that
locks back on empty magazines.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

(Photo by James Tarr)

With the pistol you get every-
thing seen here (plus a hard
case), apart from the brace,
but that’s available separately.
(Photo by James Tarr)

sights attached, it is four pounds nine ounces. However, you
don’t get just the pistol when you buy the gun—you get front
and rear sights to attach to the rail, a tool to adjust the front
sight, a single-point sling, a cleaning kit, a flash hider, and
two 30-round magazines, all in a hard-sized case. MAC 1s
now also selling separately a brace specifically to work with
this pistol, and I secured a sample of that as well.

A brief detour about the magazine before we dive back
into the gun itself. If four decades ago, HK had bowed to
consumer pressure and offered a 9mm MPS5 whose bolt
locked back on empty magazines, half the police depart-
ments in the world would still be using them instead of ARs.
I'm not saying they should, just that they would. The MAC
[X works with standard MP5 magazines, which are every-
where, so you won’t need proprietary magazines for this new
gun, but those mags won’t lock the bolt back. The MAC IX
magazines have MP35 bodies, but there 1s a spring-loaded
angled steel tab that pops out the rear of the magazine which
pushes the bolt catch up and locks the bolt back. These mag-
azines will also work 1n standard MP5-pattern guns.

Now, forget the MPS5, because this pistol 1s closer in
design to the AR-180 than it 1s HK’s MP5. The upper and
lower receivers are thick machined aluminum. The lower
receiver 1s the serialized part, but because this gun 1s made

» The 6.5-inch barrel is threaded 1/2x28
and has the HK-style three lugs for mount-
ing a suppressor. Iron sights come as a
standard accessory. (Photo by James Tarr)

overseas, where they have to put the serial number every-
where, you'll spot it etched into the left side of the barrel
underneath the handguard. The two receivers are connect-
ed via AR-15-style push pins front and rear. The lower
receiver sports (mostly) AR-15-style controls, but there

is no buffer tube at the rear of the gun as all the moving
parts are contained inside the receiver.

This pistol 1s made by Akdas in Turkey. Akdas Defense
1s a large military arms contractor that makes everything
from hunting rifles to grenade launchers. While some of
their shotguns have made their way into America, they’ve
got a lot of other interesting guns that haven’t been seen
in America—yet. The MAC IX is the semi-auto pistol
version of their SA-9 submachine gun. They also have a
short-stroke piston version of this design in 5.56x45mm
called the SAM, and SDS/MAC is working to import
some semi-auto versions of those as well.

The 6.5-inch barrel 1s threaded 1/2x28mm, and a thread
protector comes standard. The barrel also sports three
HK-style lugs, which I've come to appreciate as a great way
to quickly attach/detach suppressors. I've got a SilencerCo
Omega 9K with a three-lug mount and put it on this gun
for some of my testing. MAC also supplies a birdcage-style
flash hider which screws onto the barrel if you so desire.

The barrel free floats inside a 4.6-inch aluminum
handguard. There is a MIL STD M1913 rail atop the
handguard, which also has M-LOK compatible accessory
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S MAC IX!

The MAC IX is a semi-auto pistol variant of the SA-9, a
submachine gun made by Akdas in Turkey. You’ll note many
of the controls are similar to an AR-15’s—that’s on purpose.
(Photo by James Tarr)

mounting slots on the sides and bottom. The handguard
is quite short, barely big enough for one hand, and a hand
stop at the front might be a good 1dea to keep your finger-
tips from straying in front of the muzzle. Although, that
won’t be an 1ssue 1f you mount a suppressor on the gun.
On that note—while it’s not out yet and by the time
you're reading this, SDS/MAC should have announced
their SD version of the MAC IX. This will be available
both as a separate handgun or an accessory kit, which
swaps out this handguard for a larger/longer one which will
accommodate suppressors with a diameter up to 1.9 inches.
Up top, between the handguard and the receiver, you've
got nearly a full foot of MIL STD M 1913 *Picatinny” rail
for mounting whatever optics you'd like. MAC supplies a set
of iron sights with the handgun. They have aluminum bodies
with protective wings and provide an AR-15-style sight pic-
ture. The front sight is a post that is easily click-adjustable
for elevation using a provided tool. The rear has two aper-
tures, small and large, that you can flip between. It 1s click
adjustable for windage using a knob. Installing them was a
bit more of an experience than I was expecting. First...it’s
kinda up to you which side you put facing which direction,

The AR-15-style charging handle has big wings. The latch
hooks into a steel insert in the receiver at the back of the
rail. The rear sight is click-adjustable for windage using that
knob. (Photo by James Tarr)
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While the magazine release is different, the rest of the
controls on the MAC IX are the same as on an AR-15.
(Photo by James Tarr)

as they are almost unidirectional. The way I've got mine set
up is the opposite of what MAC has in their owner’s manu-
al, but this way it provides the longest sight radius possible.

I mounted the front sight first. Trying to install it, I
found that the bottom of the front sight post was imping-
ing on the rail, and I had to elevate the front sight before I
could slide the front sight assembly on and install it. Then
when it came time to install the rear sight, I was hoping
to slide it on from the back...but the steel insert that the
charging handle latch locks into precludes that. So, I had
to remove the front sight and put the rear sight on from
the front, sliding it all the way back, and then reinstall the
front sight. You are not going to be popping your iron
sights on and off so this isn’t a big problem, it was just
more involved than I thought it was going to be.

[t appears the bottom of the front sight post, when ad-
justed down, nestles into one of the slots in the rail, so be
advised if you ever want to take your front sight assembly
off and it’s not moving, that’s probably because your front
sight post 1s down into that slot, locking it in place.

At the top rear of the upper receiver is a bilateral,
AR-style charging handle. It 1s similar in size, style, and
function to an AR charging handle, but isn’t the exact

The MAC IX uses an
AR-pattern grip and
selector, if you decide you
want to swap them out.

(Photo by James Tarr)




in front of the trigger guard is a pivoting polymer magazine
release that is probably best worked with the thumb of your
support hand as you strip out the old mag. You also get a
pushbutton mag release. (Photo by James Tarr)

same size, and standard AR pieces won’t work on this gun.
Length of pull of the handle is short, seeing as this gun is
built around the length of the 9mm cartridge.

If you want to disassemble the gun, pop out the rear
recetver pin, and the upper recetver will tilt up. You can
then pull on the charging handle, and the bolt assembly
will come out the rear. It has a recoil spring at the rear
around a stainless-steel rod, and there 1s a polymer buffer
at the rear of the spring/rod between it and the rear of the
receiver. The MAC IX has a fixed steel ejector mounted in
the left side of the upper receiver.

For reassembly, you’ll want to make sure the hammer i1s
cocked, and you’ll need to push in on the polymer buffer
at the back of the bolt assembly before you can swing the
upper receiver all the way down into place.

If you look at the lower receiver, inside and out, you'll
see a lot of resemblance to the AR-15 design. It uses a
standard AR-15 pistol grip and selector. The bolt catch is
styled/positioned like that of an AR, but not exactly. The
trigger group looks a lot like an AR trigger group, only
with a skinnier hammer.

I spoke to Jahred Gamez, the Digital Marketing Manag-
er for SDS Arms, and he told me that while the MAC IX’s
trigger group has the same geometry and sear engagement
as an AR-15, the hammer is sized a bit differently to work
with the bolt, and the trigger and hammer springs are
routed a little differently. Some aftermarket AR-15 triggers
will work with this gun, but there’s no guarantee. If you're
curious, in the owner’s manual they explain that 1t 1sn't
the hammer width but rather height that is the issue with
compatibility, and give you the maximum hammer dimen-
sions 1f you're wondering if your aftermarket piece will
work. They are working with some companies to develop
improved and or binary triggers for this gun.

Trigger pull spec for this gun, as listed in the owner’s
manual is between 5.5 and 12 pounds (25-55 Newtons
for those of you in countries which haven’t landed on the
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<4 The magazine is MP5-
pattern, but it adds a
spring-loaded tab, as seen
here, which activates the
bolt stop. Standard MP5
magazines work, they just
don’t lock the bolt back.
(Photo by James Tarr)

The steel tab on the follower is spring-loaded and slides in
and out. The polymer follower is an anti-tilt design.
(Photo by James Tarr)

The MAC IX disassembles like an AR-15. The bolt assem-
bly is all one piece, with the recoil spring and guide at the
rear. The charging handle has AR-15 style, but not quite the
same dimensions. (Photo by James Tarr)

moon). That’s a big range. Trigger pull on my sample was
not great. It was a single stage pull, a little gritty, with a
total weight of 6.5 pounds.

Jahred told me that a lot of guys in their office have per-
sonal MAC IXs, and some of them have swapped out the
pistol grips and selectors for various aftermarket options
(Magpul being a favorite). If this was my gun, I would do
the same, at least with the selector lever. The MAC IX has
a selector with bilateral polymer levers, and the one on the
right side pokes my trigger finger, and the movement of
my selector was a bit gritty. Your experience, as they say,
may differ. I'd grind 1t down or remove it or swap it out
with some model that 1s shorter and/or flatter. The pistol
grip on this gun 1s just fine, although I prefer models with
more meat under the web of the hand—the Magpul MOE
1s my current favorite, as 1t has everything I like including
an easily-accessed storage space. The bottom of the MAC
IX’s grip 1s held 1n place by two Phillips-head screws.
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S MAC IX!

¥ The MAC IX brace in the middle position.
This is likely too short unless you’re
running body armor. The brace hook

on the back is meant to cup your
forearm. (Photo by James Tarr)

A The MAC IX brace installed and fully collapsed.
It adds about four inches in length, but as the
weight is in the rear it doesn’t really affect
handling. (Photo by James Tarr)

4 Fully extended, the
MAC IX brace adds defi-
nite functionality to the
gun, and it is built tough,
but it’s not light.

(Photo by James Tarr)

quick-detach (QD) socket for a sling. If you
choose to mount a brace or stock on the receiv-
er, there are all sorts of options on the market.
Because there is no buffer tube, you can go
with a side-folding design if you want, and
my favorite side-folding brace 1s the FSA
from Strike Industries. And on that note...

Let’s talk magazines, and mag releases. As I mentioned,
the MAC IX can use any MP5-pattern magazines, they just

won't lock the bolt back. Personally, I only trust steel MP5 The MAC IX brace, available separately
magazines made in Germany or Turkey. The magazines from them for $184.93, 1s a three-position collapsible design
provided with this gun have steel MP5 bodies and there is a made of steel and aluminum. It mounts without tools to
little cutout at the top rear where the steel tab pops out and the rail in back, and when collapsed the steel arms fit into
works the bolt catch. Additional “Bolt Hold Open” maga- grooves 1n the sides of the upper receiver, leading me to be-
zines are available from them for $37.99 apiece, and they will  lieve it follows the pattern of the stock found on the Turkish-
work 1n your standard MP3s. The follower 1s a big piece of made SA-9 submachine guns. It provides an additional QD
machined polymer that is designed to be non-tilt—it has to sling swivel socket.

be for that tab to pop out when it needs to. When disassem- With the brace attached, fully collapsed the gun is

bling the magazine, the spring-loaded tab on the follower 18.8-inches long. With the brace fully extended it is

pushes against the inside of the magazine body, and you’ll 23.5-inches long. You also have a center position, but it

need a rod to push the follower out of the maga-
zine as it doesn’t drop out freely.

On the gun, you have a polymer magazine
release at the front of the trigger guard which
rotates forward. It can be worked from either side.
If your trigger finger is long/strong enough you
might be able to work it that way (mine isn’t), but
the easiest 1s probably just pushing it in with the
thumb of your support hand as you go to strip out
the magazine. Like an MP5 the MAC IX also has a
push-button magazine release on the right side of
the magazine well that will almost never get used.

At the rear of the receiver is a three-slot
MIL STD M1913 rail, and underneath it is a The MAC IX brace works well and is a good design. (Andy Grossman)
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The brace has a sling swivel socket in it. You’ll
also see another one at the rear of the receiver,
and the single-point sling MAC provides with
the pistol has a swivel stud which clicks right in
there. (Photo by James Tarr)

seems too short to be useful unless you're wearing a bunch of
body armor which provides standoft distance on your chest.
With the brace, the pistol, wearing sights and with an empty
magazine inserted, weighs six pounds and 11.8 ounces, as
that brace 1s no lightweight, which may or may not be what
you want—all that weight’s in the back, so it doesn’t feel like
it adds as much weight as it does, but that weight does help
reduce recoil a bit. However, if you want to stick the MAC
IX in a backpack as a last-ditch PDW, you might prefer
something like the Strike Industries side-folding FSA, which
is both shorter and significantly lighter.

As I write this, the federal government is once again
being capricious/bi-polar/schizophrenic/tyrannical (pick
as many adjectives as you like) in its views of pistol arm
braces. I don’t expect that will last long, but meanwhile the
$200 NFA tax stamps have gone away, so between that and
e-file it’s never been easier/quicker/cheaper to register your
pistol as an SBR, if you so choose. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Be
aware that the MAC IX can be carried in most states with
a CCW license or via Constitutional carry as it is a pistol.
Registering it as a short-barreled rifle will nullify the ability
to legally carry it concealed in many states.) The brace blade
at the rear 1s a curved piece meant to press up against your
forearm. It mounts on a one-inch diameter extension, which

takes Tailhook-style brace blades or stocks. SDS/MAC
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Tarr mounted an EOTech HWS to the MAC
IX and attached his Omega 9K for some of
the shooting, using the three-lug mount.
(Photo by James Tarr)

(Photo by Andy Grossman)

plans on offering a buttstock replacement endcap for people
who SBR their MAC IX.

When shouldering/improperly using the brace, the MAC
IX, the sights are just high enough off the rail to use, but
standard optics/mounts meant for flattop ARs work just
fine on this gun. I had an EOTech HWS on hand, and
since the brace already added so much weight/bulk I didn’t
think the EOTech a bad choice. I love the circle/dot reticle
inside the big window, the only downside to the EOTech
is and has always been battery life, but if you’re looking
to keep the gun as small/light as possible, something like
a Trijicon RMR or Aimpoint Acro in a flattop AR mount
would be a good optic choice.

Per the owner’s manual, the MAC IX is rated for +P
ammunition, but you’ll also find this note in there—"The
MAC IX 1s a semi-auto, civilian legal version of a military
issue firearm. It was designed to cycle with NATO spec
ball ammunition. Hollow point and other flat nose ball
ammo with large diameter cross sections on the face of the
projectile may not feed successfully or consistently in this
firearm.” And that was exactly what I discovered.

The gun ran all day, no problems whatsoever, with FMJ
ammunition. As for JHPs, the mouth of the chamber 1s
slightly beveled for feeding, but not enough for most JHPs.
I tried half a dozen different brands/types without success.
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MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION’S MAC IX!

< Hornady’s Critical Defense
was the only JHP that
reliably cycled through the
MAC IX. It was more than
accurate enough, printing
1.5-inch groups like this.
(Photo by James Tarr)

» The MAC IX has military
DNA, and while it ran
perfectly with FMJ ammo,
finding hollow points it
liked took some doing.
(Photo by James Tarr)

DEFENSE

MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION MAC IX PISTOL

Load Bullet | Velocity | ES | SD | Avg./ Best lack of compatibility with most JHPs
Weight (gr.) | (fps) Group (in.) was unexpected, however. I understand
Black Hills FMJ 115 1,241 | 35 | 19 20/12 this is derived from a mil-issue SMG,
Hornady Critical Defense FTX | 115 1203 | 25 | 14| 22/15 b“,;S“‘F It's the ?ISthCTt“"Y* even .
I c tst

Winchester 9mm NATO 124 1302 | 47 | 24| 30/15 A P

_ days, and the American consumer 18
Black Hills JHP+P 124 1,283 23 12 1.6./1.0 used to semi-autos which feed nearly
Hornady Subsonic XTP 147 966 34 14 1.8/ 1.8 everything_inc]uding JHPs. Youd Dnly
Fiocchi FMJ 158 871 20 | 9 1.3/0.9 need an additional thirty seconds, or

Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sand-
bag rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with a Garmin Xero C1 12

feet from the muzzle.

less, in the CNC machine which bevels
the chamber mouth, I'm just saying...
SDS’s Gamez told me their em-

Two people (including Jahred Gamez) recommended Hor-
nady Critical Defense to me before I had a chance to test
it, and I found 1t worked quite well. The tip of the Horna-
dy JHP (technically their FTX) bullet 1s narrow, and these
rounds have a shorter overall length, which the MAC IX
seemed to like. When 1t comes to ammo, 1t 1s as particular
a pistol I've tested in a long while.

The MAC IX is so short that several times I accidentally
hit the bolt release with my left palm while handling the
gun, although I never worried about getting my hand in
front of the muzzle. Recoil 1sn’t bad at all, as you might
expect, but I could tell the difference between ammo types,
and +P ammo had a bit more recoil and blast than, say,
the soft 158-grain FMJ from Fiocchi. It was fun to shoot,
popping steel and punching paper. Standing and shooting
offhand at ten yards it was easy to chew one ragged hole in
the target, and you barely have to slow down to do it.

Pistol calibers are inherently less accurate than rifle
calibers (the bullet shape is most of the reason why, they’re
just not shaped to slice through the air well) but with a
fixed 6.5-inch barrel and a red dot for aiming you’ll find
the MAC IX more accurate than a traditional handgun
even before you add a brace/stock.

I’m a huge fan of the MP5 design in spite of its negatives,
none of which can be found in the MAC IX. I don’t like the
selector on this gun, but that’s an easy fix. Plus, it 1s priced
hundreds of dollars less than MACs roller-lock MAC 5. The
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ployees like running their MAC IXs

in competition, and that sounds like a
lot of fun. With a thirty-round magazine, red dot, a white
light mounted on the handguard, and a brace or stock on
the back, the MAC IX wouldn’t just be fun to shoot but a

great home-defense gun even before you add a suppressor.
I think PCCs (or equivalent PDWs like this) are the best
choice for home defense for the average person. &3

MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION
MAC IX PISTOL

Caliber:
Weight:
Overall Length:

9mm

4 Ibs. 9 oz. (unloaded, no magazine)
14.75 In.

Receiver: 7075 aluminum
Barrel: 6.5 in., 42CrMo4 Chromium-molybdenum,
Melonited, HK-style 3-lug, threaded 1/2x28
Pistol Grip: MAC (AR compatible)
Handguard: Aluminum, M-LOK compatible
Trigger: Single-stage, 5.5-12 Ibs. (6.5-Ibs as tested)
Sights: Post front adjustable for elevation, Two
aperture rear, fully adjustable for windage
Accessories Two 30-round magazines, cleaning kit,

sling, hard case
MSRP: $797.00
Contact: SDSArms.com
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ATTORNEY AVAILABLE FOR TRUST OR ESTATE MATTERS.

100% of the Agreed Price Before You Ship Your Guns! You Will Never Have To Wait Until | Sell Your Guns in Order to Be
Paid!100% Risk, Worry & Hassle Free Transactions! Avoid the Uncertainty of Consignment or Brokering! Specializing in
Investment Grade Transferable Machineguns! Specialist in Law Enforcement Purchases and Cashless Trades!
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A" | Owning an L85 is a dream for the gun collector. c "(
" : However, Aly & Kaufman make that dream a e Y
) ?'.-" > ' "“ reality for a fraction of the price. (Will Dabbs) h‘y;r

S P R T YRR ST P
- . . & ey - ; - -
Y e Rad ¢ / . > ‘.,f e , »

ALY & KAUFMAN’S
UNOBTAINIUM

8
By Will Dabbs, MD

Building a British L85-Type Service Rifle at Home

he AKB-23 from Aly & Kaufman
Tis an inspired conversion kit that

transforms a Brownells BRN-180
upper recetver into a very close replica
of the 1980’s-vintage British L85 service
rifle from the SA80 (Small Arms for the
1980s) family of weapons. The engineer-
ing behind this unique firearm i1s truly
extraordinary, and the execution sublime.
If you can change the tire on a car, you
are lyrically overqualified to build this
rare gun up at home.

The Aly & Kaufman AKB-23 is a
remarkably well executed replica

of the elusive British L85 service rifle.
The gun runs as well as it looks.
(Will Dabbs)
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Here, we see the British L85 during a joint familiarization
exercise with Allied troops. (US Army photo)

The end result 1s just neat as can be. The unique lines
conjure up images of Tommies on patrol or the Troubles
in Northern Ireland. I write for gun magazines and live in
this space. It’s tough to impress me these days. I was legiti-
mately stoked about this project.

A | coveted one of
these exotic rifles
so badly simply
because they were
not available at any
price. (Will Dabbs)

< Martial arts great,
the late Michael
DePasquale Jr,
holding an original
L85 on the set of
The Cutoff (1997)
at Screen Gems
Studios. Firearms
News Editor-in-Chief
Vincent L. DeNiro
was the theatrical
armorer for this
movie. (Vincent L.
DeNiro collection)
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Unobtainium

Forbidden fruit. It’s a concept as old as the species. Per
the Genesis account, Adam and Eve could eat absolutely
anything they could find in the Garden of Eden with one
gleaming exception. They were specifically directed by God
Himself to leave the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil alone. Their being human, from that
point forward they naturally could think of little else. You
all know the story. Tradition holds that it was an apple,
but that is extra-canonical. It could just as well have been
a pomegranate, a mango, or a kumquat. The old serpent
worked his magic, and Eve took a bite. She then shared the
fruit with her husband, and everything went pretty much
off the rails from there. The next thing you know, folks are
ripping the tags off of mattresses and Hitler is invading
Russia. There’s just no putting that back in the box.

How 1s that germane to the storied firearms publication
you seem currently to be clutching, might you ask? Well,
ever since it debuted in 1985, I have coveted a British SA80
rifle in the worst way. However, none were available except
some post-sample full auto imports restricted to dealers
and government.

Firearms News Editor-in-Chief
Vincent L. DeNiro, who has spent over
four decades 1n the gun industry, has
seen a few over the years. He told me
that while attending the 1989 SHOT
Show, there were rumors of a semi-auto
L85 rifle becoming available—there
were also rumors of the George H.W.
Bush imported “assault weapons™ ban
during that show as well. Due to the
ban in 1989, which 1s still in effect, that
project ended. DeNiro later met one of

Firearms News Editor-in-Chief Vincent L. DeNiro with one of
the college professors at the Defence Academy of the United
Kingdom in Shrivenham, England in 2007. DeNiro is holding
an L86 Light Support Weapon. (Vincent L. DeNiro collection)
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The SA80 rifle series replaced the
L1A1 inch pattern FN FAL in British
military service. (Will Dabbs)

the people involved with the project at the 2001 Soldier of
Fortune Convention. This individual had one L85 sample
and one L86 sample, the latter being the LSW (light support
weapon) with longer barrel, bipod, and additional grip.

At that time, 25 years ago, DeNiro recalls that he wanted
around $20,000 per gun. As a theatrical armorer, DeNiro
would later provide an original L85 to the karate action
movie The Cutoff, which was filmed at Screen Gems Studios
in 1997. The gun was imported by CTS, Inc. back in the ear-
ly 1990s from a Section 5 arms company in England called
Arkley Arms. As the owner of CTS didn’t want the pinned
flash hider to be removed so that the L85 could be adapted
to blank fire, the gun was only going to fire a single blank
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Here we see the L98 Cadet rifle in action with a British Sea
Cadet. This version of the SA80 lacks an optical sight and
gas system making it a manually operated single-shot
weapon. (Public domain)
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in one scene. However, due to a change in the
shooting schedule, the L85 was never used. In
2007, while working for Beretta, DeNiro was
part of a team sent to demonstrate weapons
to British SAS and other military officials in
England. While there, he was given a
private tour of the Defence Academy
of the United Kingdom in Shrivenham
where he got to see many SA80 vari-
ants including the L86 and a compact
PDW-sized L85 designated as the

1.22 A2.

Despite some pervasive negative
press, that sexy-cool smoke pole
always seemed incongruously captivat-
ing. Now, thanks to the mad geniuses
at Aly & Kaufman, American gun
nerds serious about their craft can
bodge up a spot-on replica at home.
Doing that up right isn’t exactly
cheap, but the end result is certainly
worth the effort.

The L86 Light Support Weapon sports a bipod
and extended barrel and is used as a squad automatic
weapon in the same manner as the Combloc RPK. (British Ministry of Defence)

Origin Story

The SA80 weapons series had a
rocky start, to put it mildly. Develop-
ment of this radically-advanced bullpup combat weap-
on began in 1976. The intent was to create a compact,
lightweight 5.56mm service rifle to replace the L1A1. The
L1A1 was the British inch version of the FN FAL that
served with the British Army from 1954 into the 1990’s.
Production of the L85 kicked off in 1985 with the rifle first
seeing active service two years later. Those early guns were
veritably infested with problems.

Much like the M 16 that came before it, those early rifles
suffered some well-publicized teething troubles. Polymer
bits broke, and the pressed steel receivers were deemed
insufficiently substantial for hard combat use. Synthetic
furniture melted when exposed to insect repellant, and the

This PDW version of the L85 was on display at the Defence
Academy of the United Kingdom in Shrivenham, England in
2007. (Vincent L. DeNiro)
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The original Gl L85 used
essentially the same short- British Radway Green magazines were
stroke gas system as did the themselves a bit sketchy. They seem

Armalite AR-18. (Will Dabbs) somewhat flimsy in action. (Will Dabbs)

This American Marine is demonstrating the proper method
of charging the L85 during a joint firing exercise with the The curious tubular bayonet wraps around the flash
British MOD. (USMC photo) suppressor. (US military photo)

ferrous components rusted badly. All this eventually led to ~ STANAG 30-round magazines that fit the M16. The Brits

a massive rebuild program that began in the early 2000s. made their own aluminum versions at a place called Radway
With the British public clamoring for satisfaction, the Green that also suffered quite a few problems early on.

MOD (Ministry of Defence) farmed out the upgrades to Ejection was right side-only, and the gun was designed

the storied German Heckler and Koch company. That from the outset to accept a superb SUSAT sight that was

project led to the A2 and A3 upgrades. The SASOA3
remains in active service today.

The SA80 family of guns includes the standard
service rifle, the L86 long-barreled Light Support
Weapon (LSW), the stubby L22 carbine used for
aircrew and personal defense, and the L98 Cadet rifle
that 1s a straight-pull design— not semi-auto. The SA80
was the last weapon produced by the Royal Small Arms
Factory. This same facility began manufacturing
firearms in support of the British Empire in 1816.

Details

The basic design orbited around a stamped steel receiv-
er and a short-stroke gas piston-driven action aped off
of that of the ArmalLite AR-18. In fact, the prototypes
were manufactured mostly with AR-18 parts including

: Before Aly & Kaufman worked their magic, American gun nerds
the barreled-upper receiver. The gun fed from the same were simply not going to land an SA80. (Will Dabbs)
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<4 The beating heart of the AKB-23 is this
superb BRN-180 aluminum upper from
Brownells. (Will Dabbs)

O t=g=n

bayonet with a tubular handle that telescoped

around the muzzle.
The HK upgrade affected some 200,000 guns and
cost Her Majesty’s government 400 British pounds

apiece. The conversions included a redesiened
P i ; . & The Aly & Kaufman AKB-23 conversion kit is beautifully
cocking handle, bolt modifications, an overhauled executed and easy to assemble. (Will Dabbs)

extractor, and a newly-timed fire control system.

These renovated weapons were markedly more reliable

than the previous sort. Despite the standard rifle’s compact 30.9-inch overall
length, these guns included a relatively long 20.4-inch barrel.
Given that the effectiveness of the zippy little 5.56mm round

is a function of velocity that 1s itself dependent upon barrel
length, the SA80 remained markedly spunkier downrange
than a comparable American M4 with its 14.5-inch tube.
However, full-up with a SUSAT sight and loaded magazine,
the standard SA80 weighed a whopping 11 pounds.

The AKB-23 chassis is a serialized firearm that must
transfer via an FFL. (Will Dabbs)

state-of-the-art for its era. More on that later. The -
weapon was selective fire and accepted a curious ’

The custom Aly & Kaufman extended flash suppressor
creates the perfect SA80 aesthetic with a Brownells
18.5-inch barrel. (Will Dabbs)

The AKB-23 incorporates a handful of standard M4 parts
and sports an exceptionally nice trigger. (Will Dabbs)

The AKB-23 furniture feels 3D printed. It took a wee bit of The charging handle from Aly & Kaufman mimics that of the
shaving with a Dremel tool to obtain a perfect fit. (Will Dabbs) Gl SA80 and is a drop-in fit. (Will Dabbs)
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How Do You Get One?

I have heard rumors for years of a handful of enigmatic
factory semi-auto SA80’s that actually made it into the
country prior to the sundry bans starting in 1989. My
editor saw one as mentioned earlier. Despite a lifetime of
searching, I have yet to actually encounter one in the wild.
I did once see a post-sample full auto SA80 that sold on
GunBroker for north of $20,000. One of the reasons I
have found the SA80 so tantalizing was that it just wasn’t
available. We corn-fed Americans don’t care much for
being told we can’t have stuff. Aly & Kaufman fixed all
of that.

The conversion kit orbits around a superb Brownells
BRN-180 upper. These drop-in upper receivers fit on any
standard AR-15 lower and incorporate a facsimile of the
AR-180 short-stroke piston-driven gas system and bolt.
They utilize a machined aluminum frame rather than the
pressed steel sort of the original ArmaLite and SA80
rifles. I picked one of these up right after they came out
several years ago, and have found 1t to be rugged, accurate,
and cool.

Brownells offers their BRN-180 uppers in 10-, 10.5-,
13.9-, 14.5-, 16-, and 18.5-inch versions. They can be had
in .223 Wylde, 7.62x39mm, 300 BLK, and 350 Legend
chamberings. As the original SA80 had that long 20-inch
barrel, everything except the 18.5-inch version looks a bit
off in the AKB-23 kit.

The Aly & Kaufman AKB-23 kit includes their custom
bullpup lower assembly along with appropriate furniture
and a unique charging handle that mimics the GI
original. The lower 1s a serialized firearm that has to
transfer through an FFL. The kit comes with an OD
green M 16A2 pistol grip. However, they offer an OD
version from Bravo Company that looks a bit better. If
you want a grip that is shaped more like one from the
SA80 series, then AR 180Parts.com has one for $40. Aly
& Kaufman also sells a replica SA80 flash suppressor
that makes the 18.5-inch barrel look spot-on as well as
the basic carrying handle sight system used on the Cadet
rifle. The company will also sell you an original SA80 sling
should you so desire.

When built using the 18.5-inch barreled upper, the
AKB-23 transfers like any other rifle. Shorter tubes run
afoul of overall length requirements. (Will Dabbs)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Legal Considerations

We tend to rightfully fixate on the barrel length restric-
tions when it comes to stubby guns. However, a standard
unregistered rifle has to be at least 26 inches in overall
length as well. If assembled with a 16-inch BRN-180
upper, the AKB-23 kit falls just a wee bit short. Aly &
Kaufman sell a custom butt pad with a little bulge at the
back that brings the overall length into compliance. Use an
18.5-inch barrel, and everything is fine as-is.

So long as the length 1ssues are taken into consideration,
the resulting gun transfers like any other uncontrolled rifle.
Amidst a veritable sea of inane firearms rules, that overall
length restriction is one of the dumbest. However, that’s
not changing, so we might as well just suck it up.

The Optic

Most folks will equip their faux SA80 with some
handy modern tactical glass. Later versions of the
British service rifle rocked a standard Picatinny rail and
something like an ACOG or ELCAN optic. However, 1
was going for a been-there, done-that 1980’s vibe. That
meant a genuine SUSAT.

‘4 e . ‘4.-’ il &

My SUSAT shipped from England with its original Styrofoam
box. (Will Dabbs)
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The single-point reticle on the SUSAT is unconventional but
effective. The sight accepts a tritium insert for low-light
operation. (Will Dabbs)

SUSAT stands for Sight Unit Small Arms, Trilux. The
SUSAT was a tritium-illuminated, 4X fixed-magnification
optical sight that really was lightyears ahead of its time
back in the mid-1980’s. Featuring a curious single-point,
obelisk-shaped aiming reticle and built-in tritium-powered
low-light illumination, the SUSAT represented a signifi-
cant improvement over the iron sights of the day. The
Brits used the SUSAT on their FN Minimi light machine-
guns as well. The Minimi was the precursor to our
5.56mm M249 SAW.

Good luck finding one of these bad boys on this side of
the pond. Lord knows I tried. You see them from time to
time available overseas on eBay, but that 1s still hit or miss
as well. Kono Arms outside of London hooked me up.

In addition to having an extraordinary collection of
eclectic gun parts and obscure optics, Kono Arms will
still ship to the states. Most such establishments will not
in light of the tariffs and general Trump-related acrimony.
The guy on the end of the Kono Arms email goes by

The AKB-23 trigger and fire controls are among the best |
have encountered on a bullpup rifle. (Will Dabbs)
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It takes an adaptor to mount the SUSAT to a standard Pic
rail. Aly & Kaufman can hook you up with a guy to make one
at reasonable cost. (Will Dabbs)

Neo, and he is the nicest, most helpful bloke you'd ever
want to meet.

These original optics are spendy. I have no idea how
Neo sources the things. However, it seems he can track
down most anything given a little time. Neo can score you
an original SA80 bayonet and vintage Radway Green
British magazines as well. (Be sure to follow all import
laws and regulations.)

The original SUSAT did not mount via a Pic rail. To
make 1t fit properly required a custom-made adaptor. The
good folks at Aly & Kaufman can point you in the right
direction to have one made. Mine set me back eighty bucks
shipped to my door.

It’s Alive!

Assembly 1s basically plug and play. You have to wrangle
a handful of Allen screws, but that’s no great chore. I also
had to shave just a bit back on the inside of the cheekpiece
with my Dremel tool for a perfect fit. If you don’t feel so
inclined, Aly & Kaufman will sell you a complete rifle.
However, they are a small shop. Expect a bit of a wait. My
conversion kit took maybe three months to arrive. They
build them in batches.

The safety 1s a pushbutton crossbolt located just behind
the trigger. Curiously, I think this is the nicest bullpup
trigger I have ever squeezed. There 1s no mush or flex that
so commonly manifests in bullpup triggers. I hadn’t seen
that coming.

The manual of arms 1s a bit more convoluted than the
same enterprise with your favorite tricked-out M4, but I ex-
pected that. Like all bullpup designs, the gun is exceptionally
compact. The gun charges on the right just like the originals.

Accuracy 1s exceptional for a rifle of this sort. So long
as I took my time and fired from a stable rest, I could keep
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The AKB-23 is an exceptionally accurate rifle thanks to its Brownells
BRN-180 basis. (Will Dabbs)

PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS A&K AKB-23 RIFLE

Load Velocity ES | SD Group Size
(fps) Avg. & Best (in.)
PMC 55-gr. FMJ 2,937 O J2r 7 2.3/1.8
Winchester 55-gr. FMJ 3,228 BF | 23.1 2001
Black Hills 77-gr. OTM 2,789 34 | 9.8 1.4/0.9
Federal 77-gr. OTM 2,607 o4 | 20.5 1.5/1.0

Group Size is the average of three five-shot groups fired off of a sandbag
rest at 100 yards. Velocity is the average of fifteen rounds measured by a
Garmin Xero C1 chronograph.
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This isn’t something you see every day. Aly & Kaufman now lets
enterprising American gun geeks add a spot-on SA80 replica to their
collections. (Will Dabbs)

my rounds in a juice can lid at a football field.
Muzzle velocities were considerably higher with
this rifle than might be the case with something
sporting a shorter tube.

The ergonomics are right hand-only. The
right-sided charging handle is less efficient than
that of an M4 or an AUG. The left-sided bolt
release runs like that of an M4. However, the
AKB-23 still moves quickly and hits hard. Rock-
ing a British SA80 will also reliably set you apart
at the local range.

Ruminations

You never get a second chance to make a first
impression. The SA80 had a rough start back in
the 1980’s. That taint has followed the gun to a
certain degree to this very day.

Though I have not myself had the opportu-
nity to wring out a GI version, those who have
tell me 1t 1s a mature and reliable weapon system
today. Most folks either love or hate a bullpup.
85% of the human population is right-handed
and will do just fine. Left-handed folks are just
screwed, but they should be used to that by now.

This AKB-23 from Aly & Kaufman was a bit
of a bucket list thing for me. I always figured I
would die of old age before I might ever land an
SA80 of my own. While not absolutely true to

JUNE 2026 | FIREARMS NEWS 71



MINING UNOBTAINIUM: ALY & KAUFMAN’S AKB-23

The AKB-23 is cool in a weird, difficult-to-describe way. Part
of that is simply because the gun is otherwise unobtainable.
(Will Dabbs)

the original, 1t will easily pass for the real steel in dim light.
Additionally, as 1t orbits around a superlative Brownells
BRN180 gas piston-driven upper, it is also a reliable
sporting carbine for defense, competition, or fun. Using

a British SA80 for home defense certainly wasn’t on my
dance ticket before Aly & Kaufman worked their magic,
yet here we are.

The AKB-23 is a great addition to any gun collection
especially if the collector collects Enfield rifles or any other
British arm. (Will Dabbs)
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The AKB-23 is a neat
addition to any well-seasoned
bullpup collection. (Will Dabbs)

All up 1f you want the gun to be historically correct, you
are looking at a pretty hefty chunk of change. The finished
rifle runs around $1,900, and the SUSAT is about half
that. However, the AKB-23 isn’t out of line compared to
other high-end black rifles. You just have to ask yourself
had bad that itch is. Nowadays, Aly & Kaufman can final-
ly help us scratch it. &

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

ALLY & KAUFMAN AKB-23

Type: Gas-operated Short Stroke
Piston-Driven

Caliber: .223 Wylde
Barrel: 18.5in.
Overall Length: 30.9 in
Weight (with optic): 9.4 Ibs.
Finish: Black Anodized
Sights: SUSAT
MSRP: $1,920 (rifle)/£850 (SUSAT sight)
Contact: AandK.llc

Black Hills Ammunition: Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150
Federal Premium: FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100
Kono Arms: KonoArms.com, +44 7774409147

PMC Ammunition: PMCAmMmmo.com, (281) 407-5655
Winchester Ammunition: Winchester.com, (800) 945-5237
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Minimal silhouette with a
plethora of firepower: The P365
X-Macro Comp. (Rikk Rambo)

THE SIG SAUER P365 X-MAGRO COMP

By Rikk Rambo

Magnum Wheel Guns, 10mms, and...
Wonder-Nines?

There’s a first time for everything, and if you are reading
this, you have a front row seat to my stab at subject matter
I’ve never been asked to tackle during my seven years as
Firearms News’ hunting field editor.

In this article, I will be testing and evaluating a compact
carry handgun: the SIG Sauer P365 X-Macro Comp. In the
spirit of transparency, there 1s something you should know
before getting started. During my nearly three-decade
long law enforcement career, my three years of service as
a patrol officer with Pittsburgh Police was the only period
in which my primary duty gun and backup weapon were
of calibers that didn’t start with a 4" (Pittsburgh PD gave
us only two duty weapon choice...the 9mm Glock 17 and
Glock 19).

What I'm trying to get at here is that I have a reputation
as a “heavy caliber man” to maintain, So, there may be a
FedEx package of Copper River sockeye in it for you if
you don’t drop a dime on me to any of my law enforce-
ment or 49th state brethren regarding my shooting, and
maybe sometimes carrying, (it’s SO hard to say) ... a 9mm!

A laska: The Land of Brown Bear, Black Bear,
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With Great Fashion Comes Great Responsibility...
and a Goodly Amount of Planning to Effectively
Carry a Concealable Handgun!

If you’ve ever lived in Alaska for an extended period of
time, you would already be savvy to our practical way of
life and the “Official Dress Code of the Last Frontier.” If
you haven’t spent a significant amount of time on “the last
frontier,” I'll boil it down for you:

* High School Graduation Ceremony: Jeans
and optional hoody or Carhartt shirt

* Church: Jeans and optional hoody or
Carhartt shirt

* Wedding: Jeans and optional hoody or
Carhartt shirt

* Funeral: New jeans and optional hoody or
Carhartt shirt.

You see, one of the spectacular things about Alaska, in
addition to its other-worldly scenery and wildlife, 1s how
every acceptable ensemble worn in our great state can
accommodate and conceal a handgun up to and including
a S&W X-Frame revolver. Unfortunately, my retirement
job requires me to travel to regions of the U.S. with more
genteel and froufrou fashion requirements from time to



Clothing-related concealability issues usually aren’t a
concern in the 49th whether your weapon of choice is
a large caliber handgun or a flamethrower! (Rikk Rambo)

time. While I will never order a coffee drink with a four-
part name that includes “soy,” “macchiato,” “chai,” or
“Hello Kitty,” in the end analysis, it is business etiquette
that dictates the garments I must wear.

My fashion/haute couture marching orders, when attending
meetings south of the Canadian border, were clear: business
casual. After a quick Google search to identify what GQ/
Men’s fashion magazine horrors were in my future, I realized
I was going to have to downsize from my FN-510 Tactical
10mm and my S&W Performance Center Model 629 .44 mag-
num...at least when on travel status down south.

After an intensive search, I found a compact but capable
“away-team” handgun for the lower "48 at my favorite little
local gun store. This weapon was the compact, ergonomic,
optic capable pistol with the magazine capacity of a full-
size duty gun: the P365 X-Macro Comp.

1 4 4

What Came First, the Pistol or the Magazine?
Anatomy of the P365 X-Macro Comp

There were five standout features of the P365 X-Macro
Comp that captured my attention: The minimalist but

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

extremely comfortable grip, cornucopia-
like 17 round factory magazines,
X-Ray3 Day/Night tritium sights,
M-1913 rail, and optic-ready upper.
While I was intrigued by the integral
compensator, I didn’t consider it a key
factor in my decision to purchase the
pistol...which was a mistake, but we’ll
discuss that later!

Our tour of the striker-fired P365
X-Macro Comp will begin at the grip
and move forward to the business end.
The first thing you will notice about
the weapon when you get it in your
mitts 1s that its grip 1s not commen-
surate with its generous magazine
capacity. On the day I purchased this iteration of the P365
from an iconic, old-time gun store in Anchorage, I became
embroiled in a lengthy dialogue regarding its magazine with
a sales associate friend. I'm not sure if what he related to
me 1s a myth, but if it is, 1t’s believable given the X-Macro’s
magazine design. He told me a reliable and credible source
informed him the X-Macro’s magazine was a true “what
came first” origin of causation paradox, similar to the
“chicken or the egg” or “A-10 Thunderbolt II or its 30mm
GAU-8 Avenger” conundrums.

His source alleged that just like the A-10 “Warthog,”
who’s airframe was designed around its massively destruc-
tive 30mm GAU-8 Avenger Gatling-style auto-cannon,
the P365 X-Macro Comp’s frame and grips were designed
around it’s diminutive, yet generous 17-round magazine.
While I wasn’t able to vet his source’s veracity, I decided
to buy this origin story hook, line and sinker, primarily
because 1t makes for a cooler backstory than the standard,
mind-numbingly boring “engineered to the strictest indus-
try standards utilizing both time-honored techniques and
computer aided design” boilerplate version.

Custom leather holster options for the X-Macro abounds...
including (L-R) the Falco IWB/A123, C603L, and C601LR
(FalcoHolster.com). (Rikk Rambo)

The X-Macro Comp doesn’t look compact from this angle!
(Rikk Rambo)
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One gander at the ammunition-count windows at the
rear of an X-Macro’s magazine will make you scratch your
head in wonderment at the metallurgy involved in fabri-
cating a spring strong enough to reliably feed 17 rounds of
9mm into its host. When fully loaded, the 17th round is so
close to the baseplate that it seems implausible that anything
larger than a paperclip turned sideways could fit into the
remaining space. The corresponding reduction in magazine
size translates into a slimmer and more concealable grip.

Before moving on to the trigger group, I do have one
final “attaboy” aimed at the X-Macro’s grips: Their
360-degree texturing. This texturing, while comfortable,
remains aggressive enough to maintain positive weapon
retention when the going gets wet.

The trigger group and slide were engineered to take a
beating. The Fire Control Unit (FCU) 1s manufactured
from S7 stainless steel and the slide from Nitron-coated
stainless steel. The P365’s trigger pull is standard fare for a
striker-fired pistol and registered an average four pounds,
11 ounces on my Wheeler trigger gauge.

On the subject of barrel and recoil spring lifespans, I'll
just say this: Don’t worry about it. Go sling lead with wild

The aggressive, but comfortable grip
texture and high-visibility Xray3 sights
are standouts. (Rikk Rambo)
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< A Lateral views
of the X-Macro’s
X-Ray3 tritium
sights, light-rail,

& optics-ready
upper. (Rikk Rambo)

» Something to
get stoked
about...the

X-Macro Comp’s
up-engineered
17-round
magazine.

(Rikk Rambo)

abandon. Springs and barrels have a way of letting you
know when it’s their time to dine 1n the halls of Valhalla,
and these are their indicators.
Symptoms of a failing spring:
« Failure of the slide to return to full battery
* Increased ease of manipulation when
actuating the shide
 Failure to eject spent casings reliably
+ Jarring slide strikes while cycling.
Likewise, a barrel will foreshadow its demise with the
following warning signs:
* Decreased accuracy
and In extreme
circumstances, bullets
that exhibit
“keyhole” patterns on
target
* Increased sound,
smoke patterns, or
barrel fouling
* Noticeable, visible
wear in the bore or at
the muzzle.
My experience with SIG Sauer
handguns never included any of the
above maladies. I carried their P220




» Alexa...please cancel that
pacemaker order! Courtesy of a
2.37-inch group of 147-grain Speer
Lawman goodness. (Rikk Rambo)

FIREABRMSNEWS.COM

< It’s not a smiley face, but Pll

take it! A 1.364-inch group by the

X-Macro’s pet load: The 124 Grain Q
Speer +P Gold Dot Personal

Protection cartridge. (Rikk Rambo)

SIG P365 X-MACRO COMP PISTOL ACCURACY CHART

Manufacturer Weight (grains) | Type | Velocity (fps) | Energy (ft. Ibs.) | Average / Best (in.)
20 YARDS - THREE FIVE-SHOT GROUPS

Speer Gold Dot Personal Protection +P | 124 | HP | 1200 | 410 | 218/13

Speer Lawman Training 147 TMJ 985 217 200/ 2.57

on my hip for the bulk of my 25-year DEA career and

it ate untold thousands of rounds of ammunition with

no appreciable barrel or spring wear symptoms. Out of

an abundance of caution, I did change my P220’s recoil
springs every three to four years and was never disappoint-
ed with the weapon’s performance.

The final attribute in the winning column for the P365
X-Macro 1s its integrated compensator that reduces felt re-
coil by approximately 12-19% (depending on ammunition
type). Oh, and don’t listen to any of those Karen-esque
influencers who poo-poo 1t. Compared to a Glock 43x, the
recoil of the X-Macro is significantly less sharp thanks to
this integral design bonus.

Downrange Performance

Range day was cold, bleak, and uneventful by Alaska stan-
dards, and the X-Macro performed flawlessly with two types
of ammunition: 147-grain Speer “Lawman” training and
124-grain +P Speer Gold Dot personal protection cartridges.
Group averages were compiled from three five-round groups
for each ammunition type and shot from the standing posi-

tion at 20 yards. When the X-Macro's slide locked back for

Ice-cold American excellence: A rugged Kydex OWB
holster and mag-carrier courtesy of Eclipse
Holsters (EclipseHolsters.com). (Rikk Rambo)

the final time, it was the +P 124 Grain Personal Protection
round that proved to be the pet-load of the day.

Making the Cut: My New “Away-Team” Concealed
Carry Pistol

With range testing complete, the P365 X-Macro Comp
easily carved out its niche as my “lower 48" carry pistol.
The “cons” identified during testing were of the “first
world” variety. Loading the X-Macro’s magazines, espe-
cially in freezing weather, may prove a digit-buster for
some users, but never fear, SIG includes a mag-loader 1n
the carrying case. Trigger creep was another minor dis-
traction but take this gripe with a grain of salt from a guy
who’s been enjoying a champagne diet on a beer income
with a finely tuned 1911 for the last few years.

In addition to the list of positives (17 round factory mag-
azines, X-Ray3 Day/Night tritium sights, and optic-ready

» The “Away-Team”
gat at a “No-Tell-Motel”
somewhere in Miami!
(Rikk Rambo)
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slide) mentioned earlier, honorable mention goes to the
X-Macro’s integral compensator. A few years ago, I pur-
chased a 9mm Glock 43X for my good ‘ol mom as a self-
defense weapon. While my mom 1s one tough bird, the sharp,

“ T F ” “jolt, not a shove” recoil of the little Glock was too much
IN ELLI IRE for her AARP-cligible wrists. I shot it, taking her age into
consideration, and realized it had a bit of a sting...especially

with +P ammunition. Conversely, the P365 X-Macro’s com-
pensator provided noticeable recoil reduction with standard
and +P loads.

So, there you have it. While the P365 X-Macro Comp has

AND WILSON GOMBAT,S been out since late 2022, it remains a strong contender if you
are on the prowl for a high-capacity concealed-carry pistol
wcp365 GHIP M“B“LE with trappings of a top-notch duty weapon. I'll always be
a large-caliber aficlonado, but when forced to dress like a
respectable business professional down yonder in the con-

tinental U.S., the versatile P365 X-Macro Comp is now my
partner in crime...just don’t tell my friends! &3

f you get the urge to make a great gun even better,

Tyrant CNC'’s P365 “Intellifire” trigger and Wilson
Combat's Grip Module are add-ons to be reckoned with.
The Tyrant “Intellifire” provides
30% less pre-travel, but it was
also the first aftermarket offering
to feature a trigger safety system.
lts MSRP is $94.95. from
TyrantCNC.com.

Wilson Combat has also
jumped into the X-Macro fray
with their WCP365 grip module.
This aftermarket polymer grip

The X-Macro Comp getting
fancy (and accurate) with the
SIG Sauer Romeo-X Compact
Red-Dot. (Rikk Rambo)

Tyrant CNC’s “Intellifire” trigger.
(Courtesy of Tyrant CNC)

SIG SAUER P365 X-MACRO COMP
SPECIFICATIONS

Wilson Combat’s X-Macro
frame. (Courtesy of
Wilson Combat)

-

e | &

Caliber: 9mm Luger
Trigger: Flat (Striker-Fired)
Barrel: 3.1 inches (78.74mm);

Carbon steel

Muzzle Device:

Integral compensator
(Est. 12-19% recoll reduction)

Grips:

Textured polymer

Weight:

22 ounces (with magazine)

Upper Receiver:

Nitron-coated stainless steel

Magazine: 17 Round Steel
(two included with weapon)
module’s ergonomics and shape are designed to Sights: Optic ready with XRAY3 Day/
improve weapon retention and supplement the Night Tritium iron sights
X-Macro's integral compensator by providing Sight Radius: 5.1 inches (130 mm)

additional recoil control. Visit WilsonCombat.com to
get one for 67 bucks. &l

Country of Manufacture: The GOOD ‘OL USA!
MSRP: $820 (Average US retail price)

Contact: SigSauer.com
—_—_—— = ——————x1
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RUBEN MENDIOLA

DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com,

HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3
Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens MKII, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed
Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK &
MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and
inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing
in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. Every item we offer
for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry
Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

A Dealer You Can Trust!

Please visit our website for the full
list of inventory specials.

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com
ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!
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The L1A1 is a man’s rifle, at almost
four feet long, and it thumps when

you call on it. (Patrick Sweeney) .

A D.S. ARMS-BUILT
L1A1 RIFLE B8

By Patrick Sweeney

he British had a problem. They had invested a great In the mid-1980s, the L1A1 was on the way out. The
Tdeal of work in medium-bore bullpup rifle designs British were finally going to get their bullpup, and they
post-war, and then we Americans just yanked the rug  got it all right; the execrable L85 in 5.56x45, the Enfield.
out from under them. Gone was the idea of their EM-2 It was a rifle so bad that decades later the Ministry of
.280 caliber bullpup with medium power, and now they Detense (MOD) had to buy HK and then hand the rifles
had to ditch that, still retire all the SMLESs, and then buy over to them to be de-bugged. At some point, a bunch
or build something in this new 7.62NATO cartridge. of L1A1ls were surplussed to the US. Well, surplussed as
The Belgians weren’t much-better off. The new rifle parts kits and not rifles, because despite what you might
Dieudonné Saive had designed, one capable of being built  have read, the L1AI 1s a select-fire rifle. Don’t believe me?
in a host of medium-bore cartridges, was too small. He I asked one of the staft at the UK National Museums
had to beef it up, thus creating the FAL. about this, and his answer was, “ Yes. Install the right parts,
Churchill got an agreement, (or so he thought) that if and it rips right along.” That 1s why my parts kit came

Britain adopted the 7.62 cartridge, the U.S.
would adopt the FAL alongside Britain.
They did, we didn’t. However, Britain,
being Britain, was not going to make their
own FALs in that stupid European metric
system. The blueprints were converted to
Imperial, and thus the L1A1, one of the

“Inch”™ pattern FALSs, came about. That
was 1954.

An EM-2 rifle on display at the Defence
Academy of the United Kingdom in Shrivenham,
England in 2007. (Photo by Vincent L. DeNiro)

80 FIREARMS NEWS | JUNE 2026



The L1A1 is a piston-driven rifle chambered in 7.62 NATO and

meant to own the battiefields of the 1950s and beyond.
(Patrick Sweeney)

with the receiver lopped into pieces. I was happy, I could
finally build an FAL. Well, I could have, except for one
thing: Inch pattern. In the 1980s, the only receivers to be
had were coming out of Brazil, via Imbel, and they were
all metric. Inch mags don’t fit metric receivers, and metric
mags sometimes (but not always) worked kinda-sorta in
inch receivers. Sigh. Even if I sourced metric mags (cheap
at the time), every single part that fit to the Imbel receiver

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The L1A1 carry handle folds down, not that many ever
carried one like luggage. (Patrick Sweeney)

would have to be hand-fitted and dimensionally adjusted.
Nope. It got worse. The FAL charging handle is non-
reciprocating on the left side of the receiver. The L1A1
rifles have a folding latch, the metrics have a non-folding
one. The L1A1 receivers have to have the front end of the
slot machined away to clear the folding handle. Again,
sigh. So, the box goes on a shelf in the shop, to be
forgotten about for a long time.

DSA made the inch-pattern receiver on which to build my
parts kit. (Patrick Sweeney)

The stock also holds the recoil spring, in a long tube, and on
the L1A1 made out of a tough plastic. (Patrick Sweeney)

The L1A1 uses a folding charging handle, and so the end of
the receiver slot has to be machined to accommodate that.
(Patrick Sweeney)

The gas regulator, set
here at 4, which is
what it should cycle
reliably at—it does.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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The carrier has “sand cuts” the angled grooves you see.
They are there to scrape crud out when the L1A1 cycles.
(Patrick Sweeney)

Three moves and a few decades later I was talking to
Marc Christensen of DS Arms at the SHOT show about
that parts kit, and he said they were planning on making
another short run of Inch-pattern L1A1 receivers. “Anoth-
er? You made some?” = Yes, but they are all gone now.” Sigh.
So, it was wait again, which took longer than expected, but
they finally did make another batch. I sent the parts kit in,
and 1n the fullness of time, it returned. Cool.

The L1A1 1s an Imperial-dimensioned FAL, and so a lot
of the parts will interchange with metric rifles, some with
more work than others to make them fit. Some have to be
slightly altered if you are going to make an inch-pattern
parts set fit a metric receiver, but this one is all-Inch. The
FAL/LIAI 1s a piston-driven tilting bolt rifle chambered
in 7.62 NATO, and it was the issued rifle from 1954 in
Britain until the mid-1980s. The L1A1 rifle 1s composed
of two assemblies, the upper and lower receivers. Unlike
the AR-15, the L1A1 (and FAL) upper receiver 1s the
serial-numbered part of t/he rifle. The lower simply holds
the firing mechanism, pistol grip and stock assembly. The
stock also contains the recoil spring, inside of a long tube
extending down into the stock. Oh, and as-was de rigueur
in the 1950s, there’s a carry handle on the upper.

The piston that drives the rifle comes with an adjustable
gas system. When you fire a round, the gas bleeds out of
the bore through the gas port to the piston, but excess gas
is also bled out of the gas block via a vent. As part of the
front sight assembly, the gas adjustment involves a rotating
sleeve with an angled edge. As you rotate the sleeve you

The bolt hold-open is in there, but the magazine won’t work
it. You have to do it by hand. (Patrick Sweeney)

AN B s RSEETS

The sand cuts on the bolt carrier, to scrub gunk and crud
out of the action rails. (Patrick Sweeney)

» The metric mag
(left) has a simple
punched tab as a
locking ledge. The
L1A1 (right) has

a robust brazed-
on steel shelf,
suitable for use in
a BREN gun.
(Patrick Sweeney)

open or close the vent port, changing how much gas you
bleed out of the system. This was to allow the rifle to be
adjusted to work with any power level more-or-less-
NATO-spec ammo it was being fed. (Personally, I find the
attitude incredibly pessimistic.)

The adjustment process is simple for metric FALs, but
unlike them the L1A1 has no bolt hold open. Yes, that’s
right, the British felt that a bolt that locked open allowed

In order to keep it as original as possible, the internals
were swapped for US-made parts, keeping the handguards.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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One of the L1A1 things that are not interchangeable with the
metric FAL is the pistol grip and its parts. (Patrick Sweeney)
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The latch on the L1A1 for opening

the action is vertical and is
meant to be not quite flush to
the edge of the receiver.
(Patrick Sweeney)

» One of the
US-made parts
that count to
922(r) compliance
is the magazine
baseplate.
(Patrick Sweeney)

too much crud to get in, and so the L1A1 won’t lock open
when empty. The parts are there, you can manually lock the
bolt back, but not by firing the last round, and the British
did this while incorporating “sand cuts™ in the carrier. (The
Germans did the same thing with the G3, but they left

» The rear sight

the parts out entirely. Again, such pessimism.) These are s s el
angled slots cut into the sides of the carrier, to scrape out aperture, and the
gunk and to give the gunk someplace to be, while being out range adjust-

G ments are notch-
of the way. So, to set the gas regulator, dial it to the lowest o on AN angied
number. (Fully-blocked venting.) Insert a loaded magazine base. Not at all

target-suitable.
(Patrick Sweeney)

and chamber a round. Fire a round. Did it chamber the
next round? Cool. Adjust the regulator by two numbers
and try again. Repeat until it doesn’t chamber a

round. Back up one click. The UK L1A1 armor-
ers manual standard 1s that it
must cycle on the “4” setting.

The L1A1 (and all FALS)
comes apart for cleaning
mostly without the use
of any tools. Well, you
need a screwdriver.
(Patrick Sweeney)

» One of the
un-ergonomic
aspects of the

FAL/L1A1 are the
controls. That tab
right behind the
magazine? The
boit hold-open.
The ridged one

is the magazine
release. A crowd-
ed place, and not
all of them finger
identifiable.
(Patrick Sweeney)

| s SRy
IR0

MICHARD BURTON - ROGER
RICHARD HARRIS - MARD'Y
-

As seen in the movie The Wild Geese, the L1A1 was all over
Africa, since so many locales had been British colonies. The flash hider, which does kill flash, makes the L1A1 really
(MovieStillsDB.com) long. (Patrick Sweeney)
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4 Not bad for Radway Green ball
ammo rapidly approaching
retirement age. Patrick Sweeney

» Match ammo is good, but this
Black Hills is wasted on this
L1A1. Feed it anything and it
shoots 2 MOA. Patrick Sweeney

DSA L1A1 RIFLE CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

Radway Green 69 147 FMJ 2,599 AT 20.9 2512725
Winchester 308 147 FMJ KT 32.7 13.2 2252
Federal XM80CL 149 FMJ 2,663 19.1 8.1 225/18
Speer Gold Dot 150 SP 2,636 24.2 9.1 20018
Black Hills 1688 BIHP 2,549 21.1 9.3 2.8
Federal Gold Medal 168 BTHP 2,436 741 28.1 21/ 1.8

Accuracy results were to be averages of four, five-shot groups at 100 yards off a Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages

of 10 shots measured on a Garmin Xero chronograph.

TARGET &
FRACTYC

-

The boring regularity of the “average” accuracy is some-
thing to value, not overlook. (Patrick Sweeney)

You can use an adjustment wrench from Sarco for this, if
your regulator 1s too stiff to be moved by hand.

The magazines? Twenty rounds each, steel, and tough
enough to be used as impromptu impact weapons, but
again, metric and Inch differ. The metric mags have a
punched-out tab on the front. The Inch mags do not have
a punched tab. They have a brazed-on steel lug. This is
much sturdier than the tab. But why? Simple: the British
were not going to give up their BREN machine guns; they
were simply going to rebuild them as 7.62 NATO LMGs.
I suspect that a single afternoon of testing the metric
mags in prototype 7.62 BRENs showed that those mags
wouldn’t hold up. There was no point in two different
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magazines, so they made them all BREN-worthy. To load
an FAL/LIAI, you rock and lock the mag just like an AK,
MI1A/M14, and so many others.

Now for the gory details of Federal law. The relevant
section 1s 18 U.S.C. 922(r), and the simple summary 1s
that they list twenty parts, and only ten of them can be of
imported origin in your U.S.-assembled or imported rifie.
If your rifle doesn’t contain all twenty, then the US-
required count goes down. The FAL? It has seventeen of
the listed parts, which means you have to replace seven of
them with U.S.-made parts to be kosher. (The new receiver
1s one of them, so you need to replace six others.) DSA has
purchased the surplus inventory of more than one military
organization, so they have all the parts they need to use as
patterns when making U.S. replacements. If you are build-
ing your own, the easy ones to source are the piston, flash
hider/muzzle brake, and magazine floorplate. (On all of
your magazines, by the way.) Then 1t 1s whatever combo of
trigger/hammer/sear or the furniture parts you want/need
to bring the extras count up to six. As part of the authen-
tic exterior, DSA kept the impossible long flash hider on
the barrel, one of those “What was FN thinking?” details.

The L1A1 that returned retained the original furniture,
since 1t was a complete and authentic L1A1 parts kit,
something that was apparently a bit rare in the US FAL
world. A lot of the parts kits that arrived in the early
21st century were salvaged/assemblages of parts, and not
entirely all one model, or metric. Since this one could be, it
was left to be as complete as 922(r) allowed, externally.

Before going to the range, I dug into the ammo bunker
and came up with ammunition that was entirely appro-



Rain or shine, snow or heat, day or night, the L1A1 was
designed to work. (Patrick Sweeney)

priate for my L1A1. Loaded in the Radway Green arsenal
in 1969, it 1s real-deal military surplus from Britain that

I had acquired back in my big-bore days, gotten for a
pittance. (Even by the standards of the 1980s.) I haven't
shot it since then because my M1A didn’t like it. It was

a bit under-powered by my M1A’s tastes. So, the L1A1
adjustable gas system to the rescue. I added in some M80
Ball, because that’s what the L1A1 and other 7.62NATO
rifles were designed to use. You have to be careful with .308
ammunition these days, as a lot of it is loaded with pow-
ders that are not entirely appropriate to the gas systems of
surplus rifles. Yes, the L1A1 gas regulator can account for
some of that, but not all of the pressure differences.

Reliability? Really, you need to ask? The FAL and the
L1A1 were manufactured by the millions for export (by
Fabrique Nationale) and made in-country (the various
Commonwealth countries) for use by the armies of same.
FALs and L1A1s were all over Africa, for example, except
where the colonies had been founded by non-British explor-
ers. They stayed 1n use 1n a lot of locales long after the rest of
the world moved on to 5.56, simply because they were built
to last, and changing rifles cost money. If you want parts as
spares (the FAL/L1AT1 is so robust springs are about all you’ll
need) you can contact many places, but Sarco has a slew of
them. Just be aware, as I'll have to be, and make sure you get
L1A1 parts, or metric parts that will work on an L1AI.

As for accuracy? Well, the 1950s militaries were not inter-
ested 1n super-accurate Battle Rifles. Accuracy was for sniper
rifles. But the L1A1 was entirely up to the task of delivering
minute-of-commie accuracy, which is what it was designed
for. Regular, consistent, utterly average accuracy. But in
7.62 and with iron sights, a “mere” 2 MOA rifle is not to be
disdained. Someone 18 going to look at the trigger pull weight
and complain. Hey, in the 1950s that was normal. And it also
was not a hindrance. I too was surprised by the measure-
ment, because I had pegged 1t at more than a pound lighter,
based on dry-firing. So much for a “calibrated” trigger finger.

If you want to get into L1A1 gear, again, Sarco. They
have stripper clip guides, and magazine pouches for your
L1A1, including Rhodesian chest rigs. For a few years in
the early part of the 21st century there were scads of FAL/
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If you want to get into the spirit, Sarco can sell you a
Rhodesian chest rig to use with your L1A1. (Sarco)

L1AT1 parts kits brought in, but those have pretty much
been built-up now. There are still some to be had. I found
some, and they were all metric as far as I could tell. So, an
L1A1 for you might not be in the cards, but if you do find a
parts kit, (running from $900 to $1,100 or so) that are all or
mostly complete, you can contact DSA to see about having
it built up by the pros. Or build it yourself, but fair warning:
it isn’t nearly as easy as assembling an AR-15. You’'ll need
some specialized tools, and some details are not obvious.
You should contact them to see 1f your parts kit 1s going
to work, but I can tell you right now do not bother if it
is an Indian parts kit. DSA did one of those for me some
years ago, and the horror story was epic. Maybe someday I
can recount it for you. &3

SPECIFICATIONS D.S. ARMS L1A1 RIFLE

Type: Hammer-fired semi-automatic
Caliber: 7.62 NATO
Capacity: 20+1 rounds
Barrel: 21.8in.
Overall Length: 45 in.
Weight: 9 Ibs. 9 oz.
Finish: Matte black over phosphated steel
Sights: Aperture and post
Trigger: 6 Ibs. 10 oz.
MSRP: $1,700
(new duplicate or $1,250 on your parts kit)
Manufacturer DSArms.com, (847) 277-7258

Black Hills Ammunition: Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150
Federal Ammunition: FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100

Sarco, Inc.: Sarcolnc.com
Speer: Speer.com, (877) 426-7849

Winchester Ammunition: Winchester.com
e ——— e — 77
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Cover Me,
I’'m Going In!

By Patrick Sweeney

ordeal. With something like fifteen miles of aisles,

trying to walk 1t all 1s a serious trek, but your earnest
reporters here at Firearms News gave it a try once again
and here’s the result.

FIREARMS AND GEAR

I'm breaking the SHOT Show report into two sections
for a simple reason: everyone makes a suppressor now, so
I'm putting them all into their own section because other-
wise I couldn’t keep track. First up, the firearms and gear.

Thc annual SHOT Show 1s an event, a party, and an
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SHOT SHOW
2026

Beretta A300 Ultima Patrol 20 Gauge (Beretta.com)

Beretta has been in business for 500 years, and to
recognize that they had a slew of updated and improved
firearms. However, the fun one for me wasn’t a 9mm. (Not
that 9s aren’t fun, mind you.)

For those of you who favor the smoothbores but find the
12 gauge to be a bit spicy in recoil, Beretta now offers the
excellent A300 1n 20 gauge. The Ultima Patrol 20 1s short,
light, handy, and serious. With a nineteen-inch barrel and
thirty-eight inches overall, 1t weighs a slight six pounds.
We spent an inordinate amount of time on the line with it,
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Yes, a yellow hull coming out of a serious shotgun. That’s the
Beretta A300 Ultima Patrol in 20 gauge. Buckets of shells
fired, many giggles created, a review coming in the future.

sluicing buckets of 20 gauge ammo downrange, without a
failure. This 1s a must-have.

Mimic Arms Speed 9 (MimicFirearms.com)

How does a 60-round magazine of 9mm for your PCC
sound? Good, right? What if it was the same size and shape
as an AR-15 magazine? How’d they do that? Back-to-back
magazines. As clever as that is, I was impressed by the
engineering they put into the AR platform. Things like a
steel insert that held the feed ramp, and the bolt hold-open
so those impacts aren’t borne by aluminum. This is a new
company, so it might take a bit of time to lay hands on one
for testing, but when I do I plan to run it like I stole it.
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The Beretta lineup now includes a 20 gauge version of the A300. Good news for
those who favor 20 instead of 12 gauge, and in a cool camo pattern. (Patrick Sweeney)

Shadow Systems AXIO (ShadowSystemsCorp.com)
The striker-fired pistol has evolved and grown up.
Shadow Systems offers their AXIO pistol and what they’ve
done has solved the usual problems of the striker system.
Mainly, the “meh” trigger. The first reaction I heard to the
AXIO was, “Oh, they put it in a steel frame.” Well, yes, but
that’s not all. Shadow Systems went back to square one and
looked at ergonomics, cyclic dynamics, and trigger system
geometry. They also re-engineered the slide-frame-barrel
geometry to increase slide travel and dwell time. (Oh, I was
geeking out during the discussion.) Optics ready, of course.

LI
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Polymer is okay, but for a lot of
applications metal is better. So,
Shadow Systems did that with their
new AXIO pistol. (Patrick Sweeney)

TANDEMKROSS Manticore X Stock
(Tandemkross.com)

As if the Ruger 10/22 hadn’t been modified enough,
TANDEMKROSS comes along and upsets the applecart.
The Manticore X isn’t just a folding stock for your 10/22,
it replaces the trigger housing as an anchor for the stock.
Instead of the combo of barreled receiver, trigger housing,
and stock, you have just the two assemblies. The rear of it

The Mimic Arms Speed9 magazine holding 60 rounds in two
30-round back-to-back sections. (Patrick Sweeney)

TANDEMKROSS improves on the usual “change the stock of
a 10/22” with the new Manticore X. (Patrick Sweeney)
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The Manticore X stock replaces the trigger housing, and
that makes it stronger and more rigid. (Patrick Sweeney)

is a section of Picatinny rail, so you can clamp on any kind
of arm brace, stock, whatever you want. (Local laws and all
that approving, of course.) It has gotten to the point that you
could assemble a “10/22” without any single part of it having
seen the inside of a Ruger facility. America the beautiful!

Zenith Firearms ZF-10 (ZenithFirearms.com)

The 10mm is hot, and Zenith is gearing up to make a
roller-locked 10mm pistol-caliber carbine (PCC). With a
barrel made out of cold hammer-forged 4150 CMYV that’s
just under nine inches long, and tipping the scales at four
and a half pounds, were going to have fun. The lower will
be ambidextrous, and it will take a 30-round magazine.
My only complaint is that the magazine will be a Glock
mag, but I think they’ve had enough time to prove them-
selves reliable, if ugly.

The 10mm is hot (in performance and sales) and Zenith is
going to be offering a 10mm PCC. Get yours while the get-
ting is good. (Patrick Sweeney)

EMF Python (EMF-Company.com)

EMF i1s planning on importing a Pietta-made early-
model Python. Years in the making, it will be as close a
copy of the originals as can be made. This means that
spare parts for Pythons not currently working could be
available. I handled the sample, and the trigger pull and
cylinder carry-up and timing were correct for a Python.
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You needn’t sell off one of the kids just to
afford a Python, because EMF is going to be
bringing in exact copies at EMF prices. Just
take my money, now! (Patrick Sweeney)

Woo-hoo! The sample was with a six-inch barrel and
blued, no word on four-inchers or nickel. Planned to be
available in 2026, and for a lot less than the original early
ones, this 1s something to be looking for.

Canik Prime Radian (Canik.com)

Starting with the METE MC9 Prime, this excellent
EDC pistol gets the addition of Radian barrel and comp,
backstrap and magwell, to improve shootability and
comfort. This collaboration combines the existing Canik
non-slip grip, flat trigger and optics-ready slide, and adds
in the Radian
parts as well as
Night Fusion
tritium sights.
A complete
package ready
for EDC.

Canik teams up with Radian to offer an
even-better Canik pistol. Compact, comped
and ready for optics, with a great trigger, all
for your EDC needs. (Patrick Sweeney)

Hi-Lux Thermals (Hi-LuxOptics.com)

Offering three different thermal sights, with a hand-held
monocular and two rifle-mount optics, Hi-Lux is known for
durability along with value-for-money optical aiming choices.

The Hi-Lux Bellator, a thermal optic with all the options in
color presentation and reticle choices. (Patrick Sweeney)



Magne-Tech Scope Mounts (Magne-Tech.com)

Yes, magnets to hold on your scope. I too was really leery
of this at first, but every time I thought of a problem, I
could see there was a built-in solution to 1t. Strong magnets,
with return-to-zero indexing, a secondary latch just in case,
and recoil lugs built into the mounts to take the brunt of
recoil forces. It 1s a few seconds to swap from an LPVO to
a high-magnification target scope and back again, and not
lose zero either way. You bet I plan on heinously abusing a
setup to see if I can make 1t fail. My suspicion is that I can’t.

Magne-Tech magnetic scope mounts solve a problem we
didn’t know we had, and do it elegantly. (Patrick Sweeney)

Century Arms APS5 (CenturyArms.com)

If you are a die-hard Die Hard fan, then the only proper
color for an MP3, clone, copy or faithful reproduction
1s black. If you are living 1n the 21st century, that 1sn’t
the only option. Well, it was for roller-locked until now.
Century Arms is offering their AP5 variants in FDE, and
the magazines that come with them, as well. No longer
are you stuck with basic black, as if you are buying a Ford
automobile before the Great Depression.

John McClane, meet the
21st century. Now you
can have your APS in
FDE, like the rest of us
in the year 2026.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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SUPPRESSORS

Hang on to your hats, because everyone is now, or soon
will be, making suppressors.

Banish (BanishSuppressors.com)

Banish never disappoints. First, they offered their new
5.56 suppressor, the 5.56 is built for hard use. The Inco-
nel core and stainless blast chamber means you probably
can't afford enough ammo to make 1t call quits. HUB rear
threads, of course, so you can attach it pretty much any
way you wish. On the shotgun front, they added the Banish
20 and Banish 410 to the Banish 12 model. I know what
you're thinking, “20 gauge?” *“.410?” If the task 1s vermin
control and staying un-noticed, then a .410 with a Banish
410 1s about as quiet as it gets, and still eliminates vermin.

So you want to suppress your shotgun, but it isn’t a 12
gauge? No problem. Banish now makes suppressors for
20 gauge and 410. Quiet fun abounds, and vermin beware.
(Patrick Sweeney)

Ambient Arms (AmbientArms.com)

For over a century, the basic design of a suppressor has
been a tube with openings at each end. Ambient Arms
decided there was a need for more. So, the Ambient Arms
Exo came to being. The idea is simple: using intake ports
at locations that draw in outside air, they can keep a sup-
pressor cooler, longer. They claim 75% decrease in temps,
and still deliver 35 dB in quiet. (This we’re going to have

Ambient Arms has found a way to make
suppressors run cooler, and we get to
gain that benefit. The new Exo runs
cooler and is still quiet.

(Patrick Sweeney)
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to test, for sure.) Plus, the 5.56 can be had 1n a hard-use
Inconel mini, or a larger one in titanium for lighter weight.

Gemtech 5.7 Nebula (Gemtech.com)

The 5.7x28 cartridge has a lot going for it. One thing it
also brings 1s that 1t 1s a lot harder on suppressors than the
.22LR 1s, and you need a suppressor rated for the task if
you want to use it with 5.7 ammo. Gemtech took that up as
a challenge and combined the materials needed to finish the
job. The Nebula has a stainless steel blast baffle, a 3D-printed
titanium core, and a tube made out of 17-4PH stainless.

Durable? You bet, and you can use it with lesser cartridge
like the .17THMR, .22WMR and of course, .22LR.

Easy to clean, easy to use, easy on the wallet, the nebula is
rated for 5.7x28, and anything less. (Patrick Sweeney)

Thunderbeast Arms (ThunderbeastArms.com)

I made my annual stop at Thunderbeast to talk with
Zak Smith and bathe in discussions of statistics, calculus,
pressure curves and materials science, as well as to learn
about their 5.56 SPIRO suppressor. They engineered a low
back-pressure suppressor that still keeps the dBs down
below 140. They also did the pressure testing graphing to
demonstrate 1t and tested for cyclic rate. So, a hard-use
5.56 suppressor, made out of Haynes 282 (as prone to
cracking as an auditor’s heart) that stands up to heat like
nobody’s business. A cyclic rate increase in a MK 18 of
only 5% over bare, and still just under 135 dB, and ready
to go onto a 10.5-inch barrel, no problem.

=77 8

Thunderbeast never fails to deliver the best to be had, and
have all the tech info to go with it. Here, the SPIRO on the
end of an SBR, showing its compact size. (Patrick Sweeney)
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Dead Air Nomad Ti OTB (DeadAirSilencers.com)

The OTB of the name means over-the-barrel, asin a
reflex suppressor. The idea is simple, but not easy to pull
off: you make the suppressor tube go back over the barrel,
make i1t hollow, and increase the volume of the blast cham-
ber. Made out of titanium, the Nomad Ti OTB only adds
4.6 inches of length to your barrel, and only 10.5 ounces
of weight. 3D printed, the Nomad Ti OTB is meant to be
a lightweight and handy hunting suppressor, not one you
would spend the day doing mag-dumps and such, which
should be obvious since it 1s a .30 suppressor rated up to
300 RUM and 7mm Backcountry.

The Dead Air Nomad Ti OTB. Here you can see how much of
it fits over the barrel, decreasing OAL once mounted, and
still delivering quiet. (Patrick Sweeney)

EchoCore (EchocoreSuppressors.com)

EchoCore 1s a new company, but it 1s run by someone
who has been in the suppressor business, Chris Mudgett.
Its line starts at .22 LR (the Topo 22) and goes up to .36
caliber, the Radius 36, can handle everything from .22LR,
to 9mm, to centerfire rifles up to .35 caliber. EchoCore’s
proprietary cross-chamber regulation promotes flow-
through while staying quiet. In fact, its 3D printed Inconel
(no welds) 5.56 suppressors placed 1st and 2nd at the
2025 Silencer Summit. Winning on quiet, for a new com-
pany, that’s impressive. Oh, and the exterior? A topo map
adapted to a tube, not flat.

Echocore offers a full lineup of suppressors, to cover your
every need and want. (Patrick Sweeney)



Canik Suppressors (Canik.com)

Canik has a line of three suppressors, the Void-7.62,
Void-556, and Void-556K. They are all stainless steel
with continuous-welded baffle stacks and they are all
HUB-threaded rear. So, you can mount them with a
direct-thread cap or adapt any QD system you might have
to the Void of your choice. Then, Canik adds value. The
front caps can be unscrewed, and you can change to either
a low back-pressure cap, or a solid cap designed for max-
imum dB reduction. Why? Well, if you are putting your
Void onto a bolt-action rifle, the idea of back pressure is a
non-starter. So, go for max dB reduction.

Canik is offering a line of suppressors. Three are shown here
with the top one mounted on an AR-15. (Patrick Sweeney)

Rugged Suppressors (RuggedSuppressors.com)

The Rugged Suppressors’ SUB 9 1s designed for subguns
and PCCs. With the idea in mind of delivering the quietest
9mm suppressor, combined with low back pressure, Rug-
ged has also made the SUB 9 as compact as possible. Just
under seven inches long, it 1s machined to the standard
HUB thread rear, so you have all the choices for mounting.
If you want the best in quick-detach, the Rugged 3-lug
mount is compatible with all the HK Spec 3-lug adapters.
As an added bonus, they engrave the serial number on the
thickest part of the SUB 9. If yours is damaged, 1t 1s easier
to repair, and no need to change serial numbers.

The Rugged Suppressors SUB9 is meant to tame the muzzle
blast of your PCC or 9mm SBR. Direct-thread of HK 3-lug
mount, whatever, Rugged has you covered. (Patrick Sweeney)
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FN (FNAmerica.com)
New this year, FN is offering 7.62 and 5.56 suppressors
that tick all the boxes. 3D printed from Inconel, with a
stainless steel blast baffle and done up in hi-temp Cera-
kote. You have your choice of the FN QD mount or direct
thread, and the front cap 1s designed for flow-through and
to vent the gases out the front and not back towards you.
FN being FN, they ran the prototypes through the US-
SOCOM SURG test, but did 1t with a ten-inch barrel. All
this durability means it 1s a bit on the heavy side, but the
listed 20.9 ounces (5.56) means 1t 1s only a few more than
like-performing suppressors. If even that. All thoroughly
tested on the new and improved SCAR.

Of course FN makes suppressors, and now we can get them,
either 5.56 or 7.62. (Patrick Sweeney)

Lyman Sonicore (LymanProducts.com)

Lyman? Yes, Lyman has partnered with a European
suppressor manufacturer to use their design but made here
in the USA. Lyman is looking to offer value-for-money
suppressors. The designs are not space-age, but these work.
The method of construction consists of threaded baffles,
which means these are user-serviceable suppressors—easy
to clean! Eleven models across four platforms, for rim-
fire, pistol, hunting, and ARs—all listed at under $300
each. Made of aluminum and stainless steel, they are not
full-auto rated. The older baffle design might mean you
can’t scavenge those last few dBs off of the muzzle blast,

but for less than $300, does two or three dBs really matter?
Well, I hope to see all of you at SHOT Show 2027! EJ

Simple baffle design and construction yes, but that keeps
cost and weight down, and still provides a durable
suppressor that’s easy to clean. (Patrick Sweeney)

JUNE 2026 | FIREARMS NEWS 31



HOW TO BECOME A leleman'

Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman - skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 yards, the “Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile”. Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred's Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddles most shooters.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman® — with targets!..........cccccieiimiimienienieiinisniisississisissesscesssssssses e $42
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Sets W/ GUIHE ......covviiiiieiiiici i $33, 2/855
The 100-yard AQT Target, use at 25 meters, 100 yards, 200 yards.........c.ccceerevvenen........UNdI Of 100 $21
How far off are you effective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (100 targets)........ccceeevivicciimncieninnieenns $19
THE "G ™D DRTY™ 1G5 AGET: (OIS T ALIIBT) «ovisiisisssimmmaimvsissaionsanmsaiossssssbines Qty of 50 $20, 5/582
M14 Repack Kits (bandoleers/cardboards, stripper clips, mag fillers).......cccccveevvviernnnnn.. ......LOt Of 10 $105
M14 Rifle: Preventive Maintenance. Vietnam iSSUB! ... i eeieeeeeeae s ar e eraaeeasaesnnas $5
M14 Operator/Org Maintenance/Repair Parts & Special Tools Manual...............coviiiiiiiieniicieninnnnn. $4
ARED OO PO = T I e e $5
CHNERNAI LIS OF WL WO SENEIL VEA = XM . oo csisi sonsinunossnisassmmasasmmsmssiossbonisimmsssedosiis $40, 3 for $100!
Patriots, or how to survive the coming collapse, by Rawles (autographed!).........cocceiviinicciinncennreneenans $22
Boston's Gun Bible — Which is the best battle rifle? Find the answer!! 500 + pages!.......ccccccceeeeevvenne. $25
Fred's SGN Columns — From back in the old days!.......... i crenresressasaeans ..915
US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 ... $3 50 100/81 25
US GI mint issued M1 Garand 8rd clips, Quantity of 10........................ AT $50 Limited Quantity!
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards.........coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $18.50, 10/$135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, Cards........cccoooieeeriveieeecianeenn. $21.50, 10/8145
MIE 1010 SO SR LIS GRl, SIS oo o s G e r s s S R 100 for $14!
AK/SKS Stripper Clips, INCredibly US GI MAOIBYL ... ....ccocioossisissesssssssassassssesssnsasssssss ssnssss $6, Qty of Ten! $35
MY CEPBRE DE B0 B o ocotin i miiiaimds i s i e B sy dsr o 3 for $15!
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips W/attached mMag filler......coccocvveiierimrieierieereneansesessssssssssssssnssssassens 10/89, 100/$85
"Bt 1ha UUN". Yo s TRVOTINE BEOIY o e aiiinikosii i i i A i s $5

FREE SHIPPING TO | Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsmi4stocks.com | MINIMUM
THE LOWER 48 i ! ORDER $75

fredsm1i4stocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.oryg
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Airguns For Sale S3000

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin and
Sheridan warranty service. We also repair
Daisy, Beeman and many other makes
of pellet and bb guns.

No firearms.

Most repairs $80-$120 plus shipping.
We buy used airguns and parts.

[n business since 2005.
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC
Ph: 360-656-5123
Email: airguns(@comcast.net
Website: accurateairguns.com

Luger Handguns For Sale S4080

LUGERS- HUNDREDS

IN STOCK!
SIMPSON LTD IS THE
LARGEST LUGER DEALER
Find holsters, stocks, tools,
magazines, books, manuals,

appraisals, and more at
WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM

Watch our Speaking Luger series
on YouTube!

Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE
& LUGER PISTOLS
Parts, Accessories, Presentation
Display-Cases etc.
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com
Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

S4200

Military Arms For Sale

www.StormWerkz.com

Small Arms Upgrades
Made in USA

BLUEPRINTS
American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
Czech25, 383, FN-FAL,
Hotchkiss, Kommando,
Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-Al, M1A1, M3Al,
M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,
MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,
PPSH-41, PPS-43, Reising, Sola, Star,
Sten II & V, Sterling,
Suomi, Swedish K, UD-42, Vickers,
Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56. $15 each
or 2/$25, Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are
$25 each. Make payment to:

C. Shillig
PO Box 25932,

Colo. Springs, CO 80936
wmemlal@gmail.com

Accessories For Sale S5200

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, in original
boxes. Most American sporting calibers
including obsolete rimfires. NO lists,
reloads, military/foreign.

Ray Giles,

RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

Clips & Magazines S5380

For Sale
VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES U.S. Made.

Also, AK floor plates.
See us at: CSSPECS .COM

S5500

Gun Parts For Sale

KJ GUN PARTS
VINTAGE RIFLE AND
SHOTGUN PARTS
PARTS - STOCKS - BARREL RELINING -
BLUEING
CALL OR EMAIL WITH
YOUR NEEDS
OVER 10,000 PARTS AVAILABLE
KURT ALLEN 309-371-5269
STEVE PEARSON 309-337-6780
KJGUNPARTS@GMAIL.COM

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE

AMG INTERNATIONAL ARMORY
(All Military Gunsmithing)

TN

Former NATO Defense Contractor

Military
Gunsmith
35 yrs. Experience

KIT BUILDING / REBUILD
REPAIR / REFINISH

FN-FAL British Enfields
FN-49 M-1A

M-1 AR-15

Garand 8’s

M-1 Carbine 03's

All U.S. and Foreign Rifles & Pistols
Repaired and much more!

Full Mil-Spec Finishes Including:
Parkerizing, Manganese Phosphate,
Polymer, Teflon, Porcelainized Enamel
and Bluing.

Premium AK Builds and Other
Custom Builds Available!

GUY SNELEN - email: guyamg@centurytel.net
Phone: 417.754.1097 « M-F 9AM-4PM CST

7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

www.HKSspeedloaders.com
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Gun Parts For Sale S5500

FOR S&W REVOLVERS
J FRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. (@ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM

GUN PARTS: You name it.
Professional service.
General Parts List, $5.
Traders Den,

1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723.
Mail order or by appointment only.

218-666-5083.

S5540

Gunsmith & Dealer

Services

PMD Gunsmithing
Specializing in Firearm
Restoration
Rebluing, Stock Refinishing, and Repair.
Better than New!
www.pmdgunsmithing.com

FLECHETTE

SHOTGUN AMMO

LONG RANGE - BORE SAFE - HIGH PERFORMANCE

DEFENDING YOUR LIFE?
WITH HARDENED FIN STABILIZED
STEEL FLECHETTES

CHUNKS OF DEFORMED
BUFFERED LEAD BUCKSHOT?

PATENTED SABOTS - NEWMFG FLECHETTES
12GA 234 WITH 19 ALECHETTES MV 1925 FPS
410GA212 WITH7 ALECHETTES MV 1750 FPS

SABOT DESIGNS LLC

941-770-6047 10AM-5PM PST
WWW.SABOTDESIGNS.COM
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Call 330-240-5960 to receive FREE
SHIPPING both ways with your
restoration project.

S5560

Gunsmith & Dealer

Supplies

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine
(hydraulically operated), tooling & training.
This equipment 1s for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size. Not cheap
but a rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach II,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40.
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!
Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial
stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,
Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.
(STK363). Sell 3 pcs and your out of 1t!
Rest is profit. Multiple lots get better price!
Great for gun show and store sales.
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960 or visit

4
LRANPA'S GON PARTS
#_'—E
U.S. SPRINGFIELD PARTS
KRAG
TRAPDOORS
MI1903 SPRINGFIELD RIFLE

MUSKETS &
OTHER EARLY PARTS

% %k ok ok ok ok Xk

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS

MILITARY

LAW ENFORCEMENT
FIRE

EMERGENCY SERVICES

SECURITY

&
OTHER
HISTORICAL MILITARIA
COLLECTABLES

v

WWW.GRANPASGUNPARTS.COM

www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Reloading Components S5800

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING
9mm at $3.00 per 100
40 S&W at $3.00 per 100
38 Special $8.00 per 100
45 ACP $9.00 per 100
223/556 at $8.00 per 100
308 $20.00 per 100
Need a Specific Caliber
Call Chuck 623-341-9122
BremersBrass.net

POWDER, BRASS-BULLETS:
Powder: WC844 (223) Virgin surplus 159.00,
4+156.99, WC860- 69.00, 4+64.00, SALE
WC872-WC867 48.00 Surplus, Unfired
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99,
1000-149.99; 223 LC military 60m, 45 Auto,
Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired
Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00; See web for
other Military-Commercial Brass:

New and Fired
BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr, FM]J-
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match
500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99,
Hornady 224 55gr. PSP-FMJ 94.99m,
Federal 223 55 FMJ m193 - 94.99m;
223 M855 62 FMJ -124.99; 223-MR856
tracer, Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API
Silver Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady
Commercial Bullets:
see web for current Prices:

Brian McDonald
74880 Johnson Run Rd.
Kimbolton, OH 43749
OAM-5PM,

330-833-4360
Fax No. 740-492-0063
Web: PatsReloading.com

SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS:
1 inch long military flechettes in stock.
Sold in 2 oz. (#MISC288) and
1 Ib. (#MISC307) packs.
Original USGI. Sarco Inc.,
610.250.3960. Visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Surplus Gear For Sale S5880

SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM
BAZOOKA: LRAC-50 bazooka as used by
the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.

Never on the market before. Comes with
shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.
Very limited!

Sarco Inc.. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!




SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
(INERT) (#RL005): Original Vietnam
era rockets with the warhead removed and
replacement inert head installed. Great for
completing your RPG launchers!
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com
for a vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE RADIO
SETS: SCR528 (#RADO04), SCR506
(#RADO02), & SCR508 (#RADO03) radio sets
with mounting bases. Perfect for completing
your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling.
Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960
or
visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

Gun Shows S6150

RALEIGH, NC - Jun. 6-7,
95th Old North State Antique Gun & Military
Antiques Show. Raleigh, NC at the
North Carolina State Fairgrounds,

4285 Trinity Road, off 1-40,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.
Arms & Memorabilia of the Civil War,

Indian Wars, WWI, WWII, etc. Exhibited,
bought, sold & traded.
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Admission $10.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00.
Info: Carolina Trader Promotions,
704-254-6181
www.TheCarolinaTrader.com

ATLANTA, GA - Jul. 17-18,
Atlanta Antique Gun & International Military
Show, IAMAW Local 709 Union Hall,
1032 S. Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA.
Friday 12-5pm, Saturday 9am-4pm.
Antique Guns, Arms & Memorabilia of the
Civil War, Indian Wars, WWI, WWII, etc.
Exhibited, bought, sold & traded. Admission
$7.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00.

Info: Carolina Trader Promotions,
704-254-6181
www. TheCarolinaTrader.com
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CORPORATION'S

S&K SCOPE MOUNTS

MANUFACTURING
THE BEST SCOPE MOUNTS
FOR YOUR RIFLES

CARCANO

Will Fit Models
CARCANO 1891 CALVARY CARBINE
CARCANO 1891 T.S TROUPE SPECIAL

CARCANO 91/28 WITH ORIGINAL
SHORT SIGHT

WE TAKE ORDERS OVER
THE PHONE!

800-578-9862
—
sk

or visit us at:
http://www.buyscopemounts.com
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FIREARMS NEWS is available on updated
iIPad/iPhone, most Android devices, and the
Microsoft Store for Windows.
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For More Information Visit

FIREARMSNEWS.COM




INDEX CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED CATEGORIES

FIREARMS NEWS offers classified ads in more
than 440 categories, from airguns to Winchesters.
Both For Sale and Wanted categories are available,

Please call (309) 678-3064, for a complete list of
categories if you don't see your class listed here.
FIREARMS NEWS is published by

Outdoor Sportsman Group™.

Some of the common classifications are:

Colt M1911 Semiauto Variants For Sale....$3300
Fabrique Nationale (FN) For Sale..............83620
Heckler & Koch (H&K) For Sale................ 53780
Military Arms For Sale............cccommusrunsrnn.. 94200
Military Arms Wanted.......ccoooconrrncrnen. S4201

Military/Automatic Arms For Sale............. 34220
Military/Automatic Arms Wanted............... 54221
Remington Rifles For Sale............cco.ccorr.... 34440
SIG Handguns For Sale..........ccnnenieninnnn. 54640
Taurus Handguns For Sale...........cn. 94840
Winchester Rifles For Sale............ccorerrenrn 33080

Accessories, Knives, &
Gunsmithing Services

AICHENY FOF SO10 i sssussiimmmismisnssinsisamessis
Archery Wanted...........cooeeecevmrunerensccsinnn
Aviation For Sale..........uumumeeumessessscsee

e - -
Barrels For Sale....
Barrels Wanted....

Binoculars & Sputtlng Snupes Fﬂr Sale
Binoculars & Spotting Scopes Wanted ...
Books & Magazines For Sa!e.,.....................
Books & Magazines Wanted...................

—

Cartridge Collections For Sale...............
Cartridge Collections Wanted.................
Clips & Magazines For Sale................
Clips & Magazines Wanted.................
Cowboy Action Accessories For Sale.........
Cowboy Action Accessories Wanted....
Clubs & Drganizations .........ssssesne:

P
Education & Home Study
ENgravers....o.umm
i
Gun Cleaning Supplies ....
Lists, Consignments & Collections

|,

FIREARMS NEWS

For Questions: Please Call 1-309-679-5064

55240 Gun Shows .... DRRSMRT .| | | —5S-—

55241 Gunsmith & Dealer Serwces e 00040 S2les & Auctions...., im0 1200
99250  Gunsmith & Dealer Supplies......................05360  Scopes, Rings & Bases For Sale.............S5840
e 90270 —H - Scopes, Rings & Bases Wanted.................55841

Holsters For Sale ... 09380 - Scopes, Laser Sights For Sale........uu.....39850
09280 Holsters Wanted .............eovcrcessnnnnnennnnn. 09981 Scopes, Laser Sights Wanted .....................55851
nbel]  HUBTDG BNNES o immrsimmiiminr OBODE. SEIVILES i DB

55300 Hunting SUPPHES .........coeemeeemssmmsensnenseneennene. 33620 Shooting EuentsS[iH[l

.09301 e Stocks & Grips For Sale ... 09860

55320 Knives & Bayonets For Sale ...................59640 Stocks & Grips Wanted..........ccnniersinnenr. 89861
..09321 Knives & Bayonets Wanted.......................09641  Surplus Gear For Sale........cccorvcrveririrnnn. 39880

—L— Surplus Gear Wanted...............cccconcceern.... 05881

...00340 Lost & Stolen.... ——- M | TR - |

e 99341 _M— SWOrds Wanted .........ccemmmmmemsmmssssssserns 99921
00380 Metallic Sights For Sale...........ccrccevccrsrr.... 05680 —T-—

09381 Metallic Sights Wanted SEEB1 Taxidermy SBrviCeS.......mmmmmssmesesresseesens 39940

85390 Militaria For Sale.........coeenmmmmmmnssersenseee 39700 TaXidermy Supplies...........eeeeccnsessesmessenr: 39960
09391 Militaria Wanted........ooummmmrmssemsersssssmerneee 90701 TAGELS FOF SAIE...ovvvcssrrrmrisssesrmssesssssessenrss 09980
00420 Miscellaneous For Sale.......meenienenn 99720 Triggers For S8 ......rmermenssessiassienen 99990

Miscellaneous Wanted...............ccounernnnre. 99721 Triggers Wanted........oocvcsrrncensiesssnnn 99991

e 09840 Muzzleloader Accessories For Sale........... S5730 —-V-
..........SﬁdEl] Muzzleloader Accessories Wanted............ 89731 Videos For Sale.......ummmmmmmsmmmmmmmsmennes. 96000
—P- LTV 1) ——— ||

e 99475 POR, Firearms & Miscellaneous................. 35750
Print, Stamps & Collectibles For Sale........ $5760
...00480 Print, Stamps & Collectibles Wanted........ S5761 There are more than 400 other

- A - Lists, Ennsignmenté & —R- . :
Accessories For Sale.........mmmmmmmnn. 99200 Collections Wanted............uesuumrener. 99481 Real Estate ... e 9770 L
Accessories Wanted..............cceeecrmmnene. 39201 Gun Parts For Sale.........oveenrncerceriesnnnn. 99900 Reloading Gumpunems Fur SaIE e 30800 (308) 679-5064
Ammunition For Sale......coneeerresrccn. 99220 Gun Parts Wanted...........cccooccvrvreenne... 99801 Reloading Components Wanted.................85801 for a complete lisi.
Ammunition Wanted...........ccinnnn. 99221 Gun Safes For Sale........ciiieinnn.. 99920 Reloading Equipment For Sale ...................3532[!
ApPraisal SEIVICES.....cmmmmmmmmsssesssssesseeneene 39260 GUN SAfES WANTRD o.vvesosrevecessrenressenennnnns 99921 Reloading Equipment Wanted ......occivr... $5821
& T - 7
CATEGORY: PRINT ONE WORD PER SPACE - TWO WORDS FREE
1 2 3 4 5 6
74 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 FREE FREE
Please use additional sheet of paper for larger ads.
MAIL completed form to: Firearms News, Dept. CL, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614
L or EMAIL ad and all information below to: FirearmsNews@outdoorsg.com E
PLEASE INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER FOR OUR RECORDS START DATE:
NAME
X 8pt plain @ 40¢ =
ADDRESS
X 8pt bold @ 80¢ =
L Sl Ak X 10pt bold @ $1.00 =
DAYTIME PHONE X 10pt bold caps @ $1.60 =
METHOD OF PAYMENT (payment due with ad placement) _ Xipthod @$180 =
(1 Check/Money Order Enclosed [IMASTERCARD [IVISA CIDISCOVER [ AMEX _ X12ptbold caps @220 =
X # of issue(s)
CARD # Exp. Date
MINIMUM: $4.00 $ Total
SIGNATURE _
Charge will appear as “Bowhunter Magazine” (] Continue running until notified & charge credit card monthly
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OPENMHE DOOR O

PREMIUM
PROTECTION

FEATURING

SOUARE-LOK

Organizing System

SnapSafe® Premium Vault Doors

« Thick 12-gauge construction and nine 1" live locking bolts
« Digital lock with EMP proof mechanical key backup
«Fire Shield ceramic blanket is rated to 2300°F for one hour

«In-swing door and steel trim for new builds or
existing construction

_ 1 -Black chrome keypad and 5-spoke handle
Matte finish in dark gray or off-white «Square-Lok™ organizing system on interior panel

SECURITY everywhere you want it. 877-214-4470
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