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CARRY " ¢ DUTY TACTICAL

Tsas

PX-9 COMP SERIES

READY FOR DUTY, CARRY, AND COMPETITION

Meet the new PX-9 Comp Series. With match-grade barrels, compensator
ports, RMR-ready slides, and upgraded aluminum controls, these
striker-fired 9mm pistols deliver the speed, precision, and versatility
demanded by shooters who train, compete, and carry every day.

LEARN MORE AT
TISASUSA.COM SH3_
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News for the
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CARRYING CONGEALED
380 ACP Ammunition

James Tarr, Field Editor

MUSINGS FROM THE
AMMO BUNKER

Is Hornady's 6mm ARC

the Best of the Intermediate
Cartridges”?

David M. Fortier, Executive Editor

THROUGH THE

LOOKING GLASS

Hi-Lux Optic's PR5
5-25x56mm

David M. Fortier, Executive Editor

NFA COLLECTING
The American 180 Rimfire

Submachine Gun
Will Dabbs, MD

THE WAR GUNS
Le Fusil Automatique
Modele 1917

Paul Scarlata

BRUGGER &
THOMET'S SPC9
The Best of All World's in a

Pistol-Caliber Carbine
Patrick Sweeney
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MEANER BADGER

Pierangelo Tendas
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THE LEBMAN
WIHCHESTER

Cover photography by Andy Grossman

82 THE WALTHER MPL
A Great Submachine Gun

Few Have Experience With
Will Dabbs, MD

88 THE LEBMAN
WINCHESTER M1907
Recreating Homer Van

Meter's "Assault Rifle"
Will Dabbs, MD

96 FINLAND'S RK95 TP
ASSAULT RIFLE
The Post-War Rifle that
Defended Finland from

Russian Aggression!
David M. Fortier, Executive Editor
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Dead Air Silencers and Ruger Firearms are two of the most respected names in the shooting sports industry. These great
brands came together to create an entirely new and exciting product line: RXD Suppressors. Dead Air developed this line of
performance-driven suppressors and accessories to complement Ruger’s innovative firearms designs. RXD products are
not reskins - they represent a new standard for suppressor design, performance, and maintainability.
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This shipment of pistols has RECENTLY
arrived to the US, and we have dedicated lots of
time and resources to carefully inspect and
select the BEST pistols of the shipment for our
customers. Each firearm has been thoroughly
inspected for condition, function, and to ensure
all listed accessories were included.

SPECIFICATIONS

CALIBER / 9MM LUGER E
CAPACITY /15 ROUND

COUNTRY MFG / SPAIN

BARREL LENGTH / 4.3”

GOOD TO EXCELLENT
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andi-Racker,com

The E Z way to Rack your Pistols

\

Release

Now Only 29,99 each

e Chamber and Unchamber Rounds
* Clear Jams
* Lock Slide

* 2 Sizes fit 98% Inquires Welcome
* Aids In assembly

* Aids in disassembly (51 5) 480-4905

www.Handi-Racker.com

DELIA AR15
7 TAKEDOWN PINS ./

O MORE “BATTLE RATTLE”

Dealer

the AR-15 you have uses the standarﬂ 1
pins, then this set is a must need tﬂ

inherent movement with your rifle.

Regardless of caliber, the AR-15 pins
are standard which means these will fit
all the AR-15 platforms.
IMPROVED ACCURACY
- ENGINEERED TO PERFECTION
» LIGHT WEIGHT
EASY DROP-IN REPLACEMENT

 NO TOOLS BUT YOUR EMPTY
CASING TO USE AS A SCREWDRIVER

» 303 STAINLESS STEEL
* PERMANENT LONG-TERM FIX
» LIFETIME WARRANTY
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< Visit WWW.DELTA14CHASSIS.COM
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- Widebody SOPMQOD

« With removeable

- Available in widebody A\ N modular buttpad
SOPMOD model with more % Stock

pronounced cheekweld MOd 2 SOPMOD

* With storage . /

= - S « Shown with optional
| ] compartment —ety -
d 1 ——I accessible through St k "il ;‘-..ﬂ- BCM M3 Cheek Risers
Mo e oC

buttpad - Patented internal latch system

SOPMOD \ - Widebody SOPMOD Mod 3 gt - With removeable modular buttpad

Muzzle Devices i L e
For 5.56mm and 7.62/.30 Cal . Starting at $35 T a0 .. S

" ._"\,
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Grip
Mod 3

ol dlackdne s N B =l Compensator
Flat Dark Earth Sy Saly % . -

* Hinged trap door AT b T | .
storage with gasket Yol

Starting at . . $20
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Compensator
Mod 3
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~ gl o | s -
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* In Black and SLe s tes '
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-fvaiil%ble Véith ) Mod 7 Starting at . . . $45 - Auto Lock Folder
ack Carr Crosse

Tomahawks design
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QD Sling Mounts

For every applications Starting at $19 %%

o B | | by e Tactical
- For Aimpoint and Trijicon optics ’ AN : Slil‘lgs
In Multiple Heights Starting at $45
e MCMR A

_ - KeyMod ™ compatible
* M-LOK® compatible

- Vickers
Tactical

Proctor
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Lengths from 2 inch to 7 inch. Starting at $70 - Picatinny rail compatible

BRAVO EE== BRAVOCOMPANYUSA.COM

LW o
(: (] NI l’AI"’QI‘{ IISA All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY  n— ML SRS siegSItEC BaueEE e bE BagqpLAnHHsItes Sorp:

Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com




BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade

11.5 Inch Carbine

- USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
- HPT/MP Inspected
- Mil-Spec F-Marked Forged Front Sight Base

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver
- USGI 1/7 Twist - Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups
without Hanguards

Standard 16 Inch Mid-Length
with BCM MCMR-15 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI

« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups
with BCM MCMR Rail Hanguards

MCMR-10

Free Float Handguard - FDE
M-LOK® Compatible Modular Rail
* Precision Machined 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy

BCM MCMR Handguards

In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15 Inches . . Starting at $209
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KMR Alpha 15

Free Float Handguard
KeyMod™ Compatible Mounting Slots
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM KMR Alpha Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15, 17 Inches . Starting at $209
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RAIDER-13

Free Float Handguard
M-LOK® Compatible Mounting Slots
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM RAIDER Handguards
In 10 and 13 Inch Length. . ..

BRAV(

COMPANY USA

Starting at $239

* HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM MCMR Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

Weaponry®

a w BCM

Standard 7 Inch 300 Blackout

with BCM KMR-A5 KeyMod™ Handguard

- T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + .300 Blackout Chamber
- 1/7 Twist Continuous Taper Profile Barrel « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- Chrome Lined + 762/300BLK Flash Hider

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

Chambered in .300 Blackout Starting at $770

Starting at $560

Standard 14.5 Inch Mld-Length

with BCM RAIDER-M13 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver + USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
- USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM RAIDER Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots
BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

with BCM RAIDER Rail Hanguards

5.56 NATO Chamber

Starting at $725 Starting at $765
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QRF-7 Quad Rail

Free Float Handguard
- 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM QRF Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 12 Inches

Starting at $209
PKMR and PMCR

Polymer Handguards
- High strength polymer, simple "drop Iin" design
- Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,

in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible,
in Carbine or Mid-Length

BCM Polymer Handguards . . . Starting at $21
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Rail Covers

- Avalilable in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible

BCM Rail Covers . . .. 5 Packs starting at $10
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Vertical
Grip
Mod 3

* Available in
Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod, M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM Vertical Grips Starting at $19

KAG
Kinesthetic
Angled Grip

* Available in Black or

Flat Dark Earth, in KeyMod, X
M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Plcatmny

BCM KAG Grips Starting at $19

BRAHVUCOMPANYUSH.COM

All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.
M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.
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AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY 1 —
Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com
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GEDAR MILL'S 3-IN-1 HARD CASE
PISTOL CASE WITH TWO LOCKS

Cedar Mill Fine Firearms announces the ultimate solution for
handgun security and transport: the 3-in-1 Hard Case. This
robust, impact-resistant case features a customizable pick-and-
pluck foam interior to perfectly cradle your handguns. What sets
this system apart is the inclusion of two TSA-approved combi-
nation locks, making the kit immediately compliant for stress-
free air travel right out of the box. Its versatile design provides
a comprehensive security solution, offering formidable theft
protection in a vehicle and serving as a critical childproofing
measure for safe storage at home. For the responsible firearm
owner who demands reliability and peace of mind, this all-in-
one package delivers unmatched value and security.

MSRP is $59.95, on sale for $44.95.
Visit CedarMillFirearms.com for more info.

DELTA 14, ING.’s AR-15 TAKEDOWN PIN SET

These extremely high-quality AR-15 takedown pins are designed to remove all
movement from the mating of the upper and lower receiver in the AR platform. It
the AR-15 you have uses the standard takedown pins, then this set is a must need
to correct the inherent movement with your rifle. Regardless of caliber, the AR-15
pins are standard which means these will fit all the AR-15 platforms (will not work in
AR-10-type firearms).

Get yours for $79.99 via their website at Delta14Chassis.com.

MAGPUL'S 7.62 NAT0/.308 50-ROUND DRUM

FOR AR-10-TYPE FIREARMS

The Magpul PMAG D-50 is a rugged, lightweight, and reliable 50-round polymer drum
magazine designed for 7.62xb1 NATO/.308 Winchester ammunition for SR25/M110
pattern rifles. It's capable of using longer-than-SAAMI-spec match ammunition, up to
2.830" overall length, such as M118LR. Engineered to the same exacting standards as the
famous Magpul PMAG and PMAG D-60® drum magazines, the D-50 continues the PMAG
tradition of high-capacity performance and dependability. In addition, the D-50 brings GEN
M3 features, which means enhanced strength, durability, and reliability.

$154.95 MSRR Visit Magpul.com for more information.. B
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} % alignment and a rock-solid cheek
i weld even with large objective lens
| optics. Six height positions affer
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REDEFINED.
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NEWSSTAND — NEWS FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY STADIUM’S REPORTED

‘PROHIBITED ITEMS’ RULES

RAISE LEGAL QUESTIOI\IS

YSU, led by former Republican Congressman
nat effective self-
niversity stadium,
which is surrounded by a high-crime area. Even
off-duty police are barred from carrying guns!

Sill Johnsor
defense IS Not

egal

, Just affirmed t
N the L

By David Codrea, Gun Politics Field Editor

‘ ‘ ecurity beefed up at YSU

s stadium following shoot-

ing,” Youngstown News

reports. “A Cardinal Mooney [High
School] student was shot at YSU'’s
Stambaugh Stadium Saturday
evening,” an earlier story reported.

Cardinal Mooney posted an
information sheet on Facebook
detailing prohibited behaviors and
items. Among them are “Weapons of
any kind, including off-duty law
enforcement, weapons, pipes, knives
or chains.” And attendees who obey
the rules will go through metal detec-
tors to make sure. (When approached
with this information on 1ts Facebook
post, the Cardinal Mooney repre-
sentative replied they would seek
clarification from YSU. A review of
the Stambaugh Stadium “Football
Gameday” page does not include an
armed off-duty police ban in 1ts
“Prohibited Items” list.)

That the shot student was found on
a bench outside the stadium where
none of this would have made a dif-
ference, seems not to be a factor in the
reaction. Neither, evidently, 1s Ohio
law, at least as 1t applies to “off-duty
law enforcement.”

Per Ohio Attorney General Dave
Yost 1n an informational bulletin from

10 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

The Youngstown State University sports stadium

which has even banned off-duty police from car-
rying their firearms. (SNEHIT PHOTO/Sutterstock)

December, 2024, “Officers

may carry firearms in public
establishments. Under Ohio law, estab-
lishments serving the public may not
prohibit or restrict a law enforcement
officer, investigator or peace officer
who possesses valid 1dentification from
carrying his/her authorized weapon on
the premises. This holds true wheth-

er or not the officer 1s working or 1n
uniform. (Ohio Revised Code Section
2923.1214(A)).” (This also raises
questions on if this policy applies to
off-duty federal law enforcement offi-
cers who work out of local offices and
may have children in school they wish
to see play.)

NOTE: Open carry of firearms on
college campuses 1s legal in Ohio, as
demonstrated in the 2018 Firearms
News article “Kent State Open Carry
Walk Shows ‘Reasoned Discourse’
with Gun-Grabbers Impossible,” but
not 1n designated areas, buildings
and stadiums. And while some gun
owners may object to off-duty police
having an “Only Ones” objection—
so named after a DEA agent told a
classroom full of schoolchildren he
was “the only one 1n the room ..
qualified” to carry a Glock and then
promptly shot himself in the leg while
trying to holster 1t—the 1ssue here 1s

YSU officials do not have authority
to override state preemption on gun
laws and impose local prohibitions. It
should also be noted that under a law
signed by former Ohio Governor John
Kasich, it 1s legal for citizens to lock
their firearm 1n their vehicles while
parking within any state university or
state college parking areas.

One would think they’d understand
that. After all, YSU President Bill
Johnson 1s a former Republican
Congressman considered a “strong
ally of the National Rifle Association,”
who “often earned ‘A’ or ‘A+’ ratings
from the NRA Political Victory Fund
for his support of gun rights, including
an endorsement in his 2012 campaign.”

Firearms News attempted to contact
the State Attorney General’s Office,
the Mahoning County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the Youngstown Police De-
partment, and the Youngstown State
University Police for their comment
on whether the ban on armed off-duty
officers 1s legal and enforceable. The
Sheriff’s representative replied that
the question should be put to Univer-
sity Police. It appears that even the
highest law enforcement officer won’t
be defending his deputies’ right and/or

[ Cont. to page 16 ]
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HUN IN THE FAMILY

Classic grit meets modern firepower

in the Century Arms AK family lineup. The
BFT47, BFT556, VSKA, WASR-10, PSL-54,

AES-10B, and the legendary DRACO Series.
Steel, hardwood furniture, and iconic lines
make these rifles as striking as they are
reliable. Built for those who value heritage

and demand performance.

LENTURY
ARMS

Centuryarms.com
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Brand New Unissued Ammo

Cans- .30 cal., .50 cal., and ‘Fat -_, T
50 cal, steel cans with gﬁ:m CERYETeS R e
Smiall Can 30 onl type,

11.75x6 x7.5" $22. #AM237
‘FAT’ .50 cal. Can
12,5 x 7.25 x B.5" .‘pﬁl? #AM!&B

WINCHESTER 97

Prices may l:hange wathnut notice

R il o 6]0.30 3960 Phums Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am - Spm, (,uH }w Showroom Hours llltOEE'bJI‘LUllh wm |

(PShotgun Heat Shield
WW1 inspired Trench fightin heat _ _
both the £14& P17 bopone ' ’ G Adeisor it .5 M-1941 C
ththe P14 & P17 net. umes Swiss Model 18/46 ' .5.MQ1 Lined - A favorite from th 3 ap
A stremes ric it Bt b barvels 5;"“"?; i:klgglgub Civil Defense Helmet German M38 Paratroop l#%osrean arI:rE E%T:?d be worn under the embrgrdﬁm soft ””dt Wool, great for cold
with the grooves cut in place. . ew w/ orass DAdee o Ainer/chinstrap. wy' Helmet w/liner assy. M1 helmet on its own in 3 ways. Warm & Oy fef? | weather, Sizes M,
ociwariss | USSP cmoprn g lmadll  SSTRaEeT Ao S AT e )
$65. #HLM122 $54.95 #HLMO18 _ 7.3/4" $32, HAT24 Available in Khaki or '

Mew

50 Hilton St, Easton PA 18042

Luger Dress Up Kit - Sef of
Luger Hardshell Holster,
uger tool, and pair of

new checkered wood grips

558. Value for onf

$39.95 #LGR082

U.S.M7A3 Grenade (el
Launcher.....For the M1 Rifle. S
These were issued in1952 in an effort to pm-wde the

b
b

Very Limited. $74.95 RL024

troops with a launcher that would be compeatible with standard rifle
grenades and the new T34 busting Energa Rifle Grenade, Longer than
the M7 grenade launcher, machined with ribs with numbered increments
on the top, it is very difficult to find these on the market today. Theseare |«
brand new and fits easily onto the Garand in the same manner as the M/. 4 1

Olive Drab Green, Yourchoice. New ! 534,95 HATO06 #HAT28

- ‘FAST'Model Training Helmet w/
. Side Panels & Mounts- Thisisa
. non ballistic affordable version of
the U.S, Spec ops FAST helmet in a
\ Large Size. Comes with front
| rount and side rails, bungee, &
' removable side panels.

- §74.95 #HLMDEIE

Electronic Ear Muffs w/omni 7
directional microphaones, 0.20
sound activated compression, ¥
audio input jack and volurme e
adjustment. in Olive Drab S0
(ﬂreen Requires 2 AA batteries
(hot included. CE certified. L. 4
: 1'334 95 #EARS-01-0D

Multi Cam X
. l

Operators’

)

— e e 4
Ih_' e - 2 o
L |- | -

AR

% . et h-l-‘
"% | All parts except the receiver,
oiler capla Hm:ewerﬁ and barrel
a

- 7.62 Nato jfa-"
“~“are ava hle in the market. A

ﬂreat looking rifle with its wood handguard and stock.... loo
ner than tha G3! And 25 parts are interchangable with the G3

R e e ] P —

‘J " CETME C Rifle Parts Set,.308 cal. Boonie Hat w

/ 7
hort Vietng ﬁ' (%
J magazine, barrel, barrel pm.ﬂ: S o e U J

HK91 so parts are plentiful on the market. We normally carry new
.308 caliber barrels for the rrﬂa, currently out of stock, but more

Gaufls

fror
German Splinter T
WW2 Camo

sAdjustable and

short Vietnam Y
has velcro aread

| o WWE Grenade
auncher fort e M1Carbine. gfts Euc/
i

on top, back, & front.| anto t e muzzle and war 5 wn‘ smn
§ Sizes:Med. lg Xl, —— = UL5. rifle grenades of WW2, Koreaq,
2XL ST 9.95 HAT21~

. 515 #HAT25 Vietnam. New $89. 95 #GLIJ-IM
. = e -

. _ Sten Mk2 Barrel, 9mm New
Ry el mt ew ;re 74. 9’5 #STNO29
%n rrel, 9mm New
mr ;re L3 4STNIOS

a sm r
Sten Foregrip fnrt e? 34 #STN119
Sten 5 mg Ww2 st}rfeg mg,canvaﬂ 9 95 #SLNG1 D9

wivel. Original Gl part stored
for about 70 years. Screws into
the Sten trunion replacing the

standard collar and adds an
actual sling swivel. $19.95 #5TN120

Sten Extractor original exc. cond. $19.95 #5STN006

S!en Stripped Bolt orig.good cond. $65. #STN009

Canvas Sten Paratronper Ba lwe drab carne_i_the Sten
Mk2, Mk M 5 quns, mag gﬂina er. dl:?
Canvas Sten M ZIHE IEI' carried

ma azlne hak |c §r5tra ‘?34 95 #STN‘IZE

ten azine Lc?a $S
ten agam e, 20rd .goodcon 11 95 #STNOG?

e

: #FLAG 75
should be coming in by the time this ad hits . See our part#CET019. Ko, . .
CETME C Parts Set is In Stock $154.95 #CET016 P i pringfield 1903A3 Rifle
New 3x5 foot flag
STEN GUN ACCESSORIES celebrating the - nﬂ'ﬂggﬂ st gﬂgﬂgrgf ﬂﬁffe‘i" ﬁf""" kn
Stryker Brigade parts ave b en r aceda eiver

Commando Gri fGI' th %‘ re Iaces the stock for

pro fessi ?'na tione our
g nsmit ex er ence -:m t ou an

&1 Sprinafclds. Hocks are aigingl Clin
ore m et one while we E f
ecause they never stay in stock for long!

C&RElegible 51,495. # GUN941  FFL

I'Go An

Eeman Fl‘?tt:fm Ma
= Ke nicel
| vm}l?'lhagnd at 4-1/ ay, an! -
long. 5. #MISC785
- ﬁ ._
antic ue yrofile®

: = Br E'. rin
-_-,'- g HSS E_')"

hour .EISE W

alu,f”' e : .
Horn Drinkin E Cups.. Jfood safe, | ) Antique style wy
drink safe & each cup has ifs own working indicator
natural color p:xth'frx polished & |\ ¢ lamyard ring.
enyraved with Viking runes and w7 1-347 aimmeter &
parerns, Sizes vary Hltgihﬂu, bt i depth. 514.95
are in terms of 3+inches high, & Ly FCOMPASS-01 %
27 wide, Quite attractove and will g Throwing Spike |
make your drinks more fun when " Steel 8-1/4" lP
friends come over ! $29.95 #GFT61 “.. Fun to practice!,

VIKING CUP SFT | $9.95 sMIISC999

.p

#ﬁ 5fUCk1ng Smffers fql Chtlsmas Kit - Super compact and ideal u&\, | lv
fies E

el ",' §9.95 *KEY-03 | |

Duke Cannon_ | 51 '

"D-DAY Paratrﬂoper Signal f Soaps...5ee Web E—fﬁs& dﬁ AWk 9 Brand new and run ¥ Bolt Dis-
Cricket... Brass w/ steel fla w . site for these lask ... holds i W flawlessly, .45 Cal, | & o assembly
& embossed U.S. Helped G - working man a‘ﬁ:r‘l’m el B 50 Rd. Tool
find each other in the dark mui = i W"# N Bty T §195, #:TMP146  |A ‘must have’ tool for
communicate. $? 35 #MISC?&I fl' f::a]mmg 5. '?5" X Ed.'?S”s:m ' gfsﬂﬂRf-Drl!-}ﬁS working on the M-1

— 3 and lead free / . ETMPT .
Il , El U"?.:L IE':a!.ll'.'{:[Eﬁ stainless steel. 544,95 1GRD179
S ortions .
& NECKRING-A & | =h of the sale of §24,95
* A these spaps go | fFLASKO003
! b5 A -~.‘_-;‘-r*1 to Veteran FE—.
ere hrﬂ'ﬂ é“ Vh1 e charnties. 9mm
s DragonHeads 4#) & Viking Drinki :
s Sﬂlgl?'l Brass . ||" = Buffalo Horn w } ¢ | 2.5"Brl.
: =@ metal stand...w/ ’ 19
$29.95 iNMISC847 -g \ riveted ‘Thm’g. . oZ.
Handcrafted 3 Cup Set 0 Brass Compass =84 Emmssmlﬁﬁﬁﬁm -

ywhere’ Medical

for use when camping, back
packing, exploring, or for any
outside activity. erfect for
storing in the car or truck for emergencies too. Comes with essential life saving accessories . Will

help handle sprains, bone breaks, lacerations, burns and the fike. Bandages of several types and

a mmbat tourniquet are included as shown including survival tools and a resuscitation device are

also included. See all of the content items on our wet site description. Comes in a MOLLE bag measuring @
8"x 7"x 3.5 “> Colors - your choice of Olive Drab, Tan, Multi Cam, or International Orange. Sorry,
the black bags are sold out. Super Price beats the competition! $39. #MEDPACKO1

Thompson Drums M1 Garand

$285
#GUN915

‘Bond noughneck

| Packs Lite & Hits Hard

~ dnnking with
your usurpers!
Available in
[. t or Darlg
color. $29.95.%

N



ARC@ ICaun

mnuntlng to a saddle or
R:’ Iganﬁal;-,u'd!'m:nI|:Is
the Garand or
P h# 6 1 0.2 5 0.3 960 similar sized rifle.
Comes with 2
Trigger fastemng leather
Housing | stra 95 4
Assembly # RD 382

u GIButt- [ »
Plate Iin new N
el "
-

condition! #

Also available
/o soft lining

Price
notice .

M1 Garand Jeep Scabbard s
with Lining. Also excellent  ===2

(asused iInWW2) 8 0

w/bullet loops and velecro pad
that can be swa p-ed to, - &

elther

39,95
RD137

ices may chan

"y Brown 1907 Siin 11.95
' #SLNGO 25— ‘. ¥
Black 1207 Sling $11.95 | 3
e #SLHGHS-BEKs 5 4
wedish Cheekpad

10 rds. Camo I
$9.95 #CLN249

.-:-,.a '.e.'

— S

2 1907 U.S. Leather sling
*  with steel hardware.
iy T|li|e stnndqél.:l Ili?th?r :
" sling as used w
 the Garand rifle. 5?'.:;. i%‘
- Solid ﬁlin g for ,f
wra pmg around the arm to | &
achieve superior marksmanship.
Available in Brown or Black color. £

| l-"'"

3

side.Hol

e without
lease check our

Web 5ite for current prices.

strong brim,
Sizes Available:

U.S. size 7-1/2" Large{metric size 60)F
LLS. size 7-3/1" XL A metric size 62)

$24, #HATI1S

i

M1 Garand .30-06 Operating Rods

1 Garand Bolts

ng bolts in Stock.

Op Rod Tip . '
also ;:1955‘:’:1' _BHCk in Stﬂfk' While WG:tmmﬂl'EHI ﬂl!'}"
RD211 175. #GRD052 always sell out quick

IIIIIIIIII =p

Bolt, stripped, 25A marked, VG

Bolt, stripped, Winchester
marked ,g00d.$100. #GRD232 ¥
Bolt, stripped,195A marked

eriodically we have collector 90od. $57. #GRD306

: Bolt, stripped, HRA marked
rade bolts. Check back often. VG, $92. $GRD120

urrently we have the follow- Bolt,complete, Winchester
Marked good. $200. #GRD121

$92. #GRD302

! -~ ' 4

Garand B

-,

M23A1 Smukef'.ilgnal
‘;;& Rifle Grenade. inert.
pew $34.95 #AM242

1M11A3 Rifle Grenade, inert
Made from original & new
arts. 534.95

#AM125

t
sem

95 #GHD1T9

B M7 Grenade Launcher for |
the M1 Garand. new. 569.95 sl =

s Tt o e weed B

W Launcherwith 113 Rifl Grenade$9995 480021

PS WWa2 style Garand Cheekpad

~ Tor use by snipers. Leather. new. Marked MRT
TAN leather $19.95 #GRD124-T
BLACK leather $19.95 #GRD124-B

For eriginal combo tools, bore & chamber brushes
cleaning rods, cases, oilers, sight covers, blank
adapters and hundreds of other Garand parts -

Please check the Web 5Site

Hi Hlse Leather
aran - ﬂtl
II'I'II Hl'

?‘
=
lp

he

Cheel-:pad ﬁ:lr use on

- pecially good
for high mount sCopes.
$24.95 #MISC862 P Color-Black

M1 Garand ....full sized

non-firing replica made of
metal & wood, is the best
replica on the market ! Has trigger
that pulls & clicks, charging handle

“i‘ ‘Q‘A

ea (rarand Ravonate
on the Web Site
-In Stock now-

I.‘-_-I:. .
"

""t" -

¥ that hmchnns & 7-3/4 |b. walght

“‘HE I

I Liaw

o

.

teplica M1 Garand Rifle $229 95 #REP08

% Prices May Change Without Notice
M ‘l G aran d P a rts GRDOBZ  CUP LAECR I, vmvr oo $2.00 GRDIO0 Gas Cylinder Lock (Used)
GRDO0B3  Clip Latch SPING...........ccoommensenmmisesivecn. T era—— $20.00 ‘
GRD330 Barrel G.L Orig WWII Dated, poor bore & some  MISC630 Conversion op rod tip’ (modifies 308 to .30-06)  GRD286 (Gage GI barrel ciameter-gas cylinder .5991,
oL TS —— RRABR RN TR il Tl e e B T A e e e P $75.00
GRD0OZ Barrel "Clunker Grade”............ccoournens $20.00 (GRD214 Danish contract Garand oller................. $3.70, GRDOI® HAamMmMET...........ccovomeiroorerreesenesssnsessens $24.95
GROOFT Bolt (Complat)  ..oiciscscsistassmasissessss $89.95 T e i $8.05 GRDOIS Hammer PML.......ccoooooresmsersmsenssssensansasens $2.00
2 T SRR AR $3.25 GRDO13 Hammer SPring............cocoevorrssscmmesse $2.00 |
GRDOZO  Bolt (Stripped USedd) . wussesissesssassenssesss .$69.95  GRDO77 Ejector SPrNg..........c.cccommmmmmmmssmmscsnsssssns $1.50 GRDO14 Hammer Spring PIunger...........coocvvieune. $9.00
GRDO78  Ejector W/ SPIING.........coerveeuessomsensssensens $4.95 GRDO4] Handguard Band Rear..............ccecrervenen. $5.00
GRD(BS Elevation Pinicn (Late Style)................. $24.95 GRDOJ9 Handguard Ferrule Front............o.co..... $8.95
Y Y {@(O) ]\ [@N@O]," BN o Elevating Pinion Assy, Meter ons GRDO32 Handguard, Rear walnut w/o metal, good
N —— o K T —— $25.00
Ph 610.250.3960 GRDO7S  Extractor-current production............ $15.95 GRD033 Handguard, Front walnut w/ metal, good
GRE310 Extractor Gl ..cucviimiisiiiiseissin BDE etk i $31.00
Lo Ej,'m RALDILN SN 51;:_‘::" GRDO79 Extractor Spring w/ Plunger................ $3.45 GRDO40 Handguard Spacer Front .................. $3.95
I L e 57000  GROOZ4 Funng Pin ofig G.L ...oovvvsvvrin $10.95 GRDOB9 Hooded Rear Sight Aperture National Match
Il GRD108 Bullet Gusde, illed. Nawr o 51'5 00 GRD186 Flash hider lock bracket G M2........... $25.00 TR ALY, VRIS RS S I PO O $45.00
e B il ' GRDI11  Flashider T-37 (Pronged)...........cocoovunes. $35.95 GRDOJ7 Lower Band.............coomemmmemmissessarns $15.00
GRDOGS  Bullet Guide, stamped, NeW............... $12.00  on) PAlOWEr Ao $25.00  GRDOIS LoWeEr BaNA PML.........oooressre $1.00
GRDOG  Butt SWAVL ......coococrvssssssssusssssssss e $8.00  GRR064 Follower ATM PN ...oocccoocovoee s $4.95  OIl002 Lubriplate pot, .1 3 Or ... $3.95
| GRD220 Buttplate Assy, brand new................... $28.95  GRDO6Y FAIOWER R8T cvvovvressosossenssssssscssces $24.95 CIN116 M10 deaningrod handle................... $7.45,
GRDO43  Buttplate Screw Bettam (Long)............... $2.95  GRDO6] Fllower ROA..........oooocoevvemrcerivcceennsn $12.00 et e Sy $20.00
Buttplate Screw Upper (Small)............... $2.00 GRDO6S Follower SHAE ..........vvovvssierses s $12.00 M84017 M84 Sriper Scope Cover, Orig............... $59.95
....................................... $14.95 GRDIO9 Front Sight .......cccoovrovrovrrmrrnerennen 912,00 OIL035  Otler, late plastic WWIL, new.................. $ 13,95
........................................... 34.00  GRDITO Front Sight SCIEW .......ccooovrvviesiorencrner, 91,28 OIL015  Ofler, brass &throngsﬂ exc
............................................. $24.50 CGRDIO1 Gas Cylinder Lock w/Hump.................. $26.00 FASIT Voo N AT NSO S0, TR -
34 Scope: Mount, & Block Set-See | OIl0T6  Oler, plastic & throng set, used, exc . GRD375 Stock Ferrule Assembly, New -
399, ¥ORD2ER, GRDOS2 Operating rod G.I $175.00 ORDOA7 Stock Ferrule Stripped. .o . $10.00
' GRDO63 Op rod cateh assy ..o $30.00  CRDO49  Stock Farrule SWIVEL....cvv v imenievn $6.00
GRDOBE Rear Sight APErtUIe....c..viuscsssuss sssssnss $10.00 CGRDOSO Stock Ferrule Swivel Screw
: - GRDO94 Rear Sight Assembly Late .., v 964,95 52,95
M1 Garand Canvas Gun Covers GRDOB4 Rear Sight Base... e 927,00 GRDO27 Stuck uU. S f G 1 Avara,ge Used Condmon No
WW2 style in Olive drab U.S. marked canvasin | GRDOB5 Rear Sight Base Namnal Mﬂtch I e e i minta $40.05
two varieties: Unlined & Lined. Complete with] i ittt biestes tentssesants besssns barsrs bbs $46.50 GRDO24 Stock U8, / Gl Select, Used Cond
| "‘":"”" strap. ":l"-' and :ﬁ:‘ ""'t‘"‘;? the GRDO93 Rear Sight Cover T T ——— $75.00
oranance corps aesigne am 10 De.
| i m':m 512.95 el o BRDOTT SO vy i nps s i isasan sk s s R tanss 17.50  GRD323 Trigger forging, ong G.I. new
sffecmonssndyiiiber i GRD112  Scope Mount MID......uummmississssens DARET i et s e ks s i $4.95
L e e e Y T S $6.00  GRDOO9 Trigger & Sear ASSEmbIY ........coooren $18.50
¥ | . #GRD347-T (TAN) 0 GRD114 Front & Rear Sight protective cover with muzzle  GRDO19 Trigder Guard Milled ....covinnnvinisnann, $25.00
1 #GRD347-G (OD | L WO AN TSI A o P S (SIS ) $6.00 GRDO20 Trgger Guard Stamped......couiisians $16.95
% | SINGO24 Sling Repro WW1 Leather, brass hook GRDO23 Trigger Housing Assembly
........................................................... $11.95 - PR AP S
» SING025 Sling Hepn:r WWII Leather, steel hook GRDO22 Trigger Housing Strpped.... e $40.00 s
gl $11.95  GRDI52 Tngger Housing, Win, Reparked Stripped
'Bayonet | GRD107 stac:ung L G a———— :a.on .......................................................... Call
.S, 10" Blade Bayonet| GRD108 Staclﬂng Swivel Screw, new., $2.95  GRDOOS Tn,gger P cnvona I m——— $2.00
e 5/ s s $11.98  GRDO92  Windage Knob early original
auring the Korean War. Comey}  GROO26 Garand stock for 308 NATO CAlQUD, BEW sseovsemimeenesssemsssssesmessssssnssstons $25.00
W Morked AFH Garand Bayonet | S g $49.95  GRDOP0 Windage Knob (Late Style) ... $14.00
L w/scabbard $89.95 #BAY211 GRDO4E Stock Ferrule, new GI [n the grease GRD212 G.1. winter trigger in orig, pkg
" Marked UFH Garand Bayonet w/ LR R N e SEIGEE N . ettt i ot et R £19.95
scabbard $89.95 #BAY210
@ = > -
g
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U.S. M18 |Just U.S. M2A1 U.S. M1A2 Grenade e
Smoke |[/" | Chemical Projector (Projector gnly) A%
¥ ,I Grenade |4 > Grenade Fits onto the grenade  F

Lugers are™" |

The LLS. version i , Inuncher and and lets
. : . in stock !

of the old | of the o2 Projector | __yie Gl fire 5 5 I Models 6/24 &
Certhan "5 mine. .Eim:::n iﬁ’:z:f T l*mm “"W&l:;) ! e i 1929. See Web
i s a il J -
foymeg oty Korean Wer | & Il Gt ce ~5 2 I site for details.
wsed from WVIA2 ' ji-_;:gf = |mg"': CS t”‘ ‘{ ﬂt f-’uwﬂppb (
thru Vietinm P = | _Eﬁm i-_E ; "" p* Lenton
d FH . h fade. enadaes 1ro e f- i e
Steel replica, i the rifle. A PR i
interd, full size riert. e &= | e,

, full size, $29.95 : | ¥ $55
$59.95 #AM25 ?35 #AM253 #AM256 __[ ﬁ: #AM241

Back in Stock in Limited Quanitities =

U.S.WW1 Browning m 7 E X l! VL
b Ay PALLSCHEUNS G

t!!ll:l-g with steel hard:

German WW2 Officer

T . v Schnellfeurer Wood
o o i o __$a4.95 #miscera__ |/ b Stock and Leather
corps. Steel blade of 250rd, 191974 Stecl ww2 Carry Harness. Allows
-5/8”in EN45 Steel. DesignedinWWa o fit | PARATROOPER the pistol to bein- | =
Has Lion Head leather onto the beft holding BOOT KNIFE serted with the 20

round magazine.

Gﬂﬂ- Mﬂd&’ 19, 1 P’Stﬂ’ Hlsturlca“y accuratel

g:ud bracket. Used on
estal Mounis. New.
49, #AJIIBZ New

wire wrapped grip.
A beautiful anﬂ

p = easy
to welld Sword ! Perfect parts set for building a Government Mode/ i!'?ﬂ |:I'-‘| fgl:lla!.‘ﬂlt gn Ca s $275. #MSR667B
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= Parts are new except for grips that may be take offs’ {5 & iy Thompson Sub Machine
U.S. 1907 M1 Garand Sling| from disassembled G pistols. This set comes with a Gzﬂé" lF 330 caflﬂcmm, & Gun ‘Kerr’

Leather w/ | new 7 rd. .45 cal. ma zi'ne and new Government canvas
eteel hard- | model slide with sights and 5" barrel. This is our most Ehamm e zling. new.

ware. $16.95 | popular 1911 ‘Builders Kit; because it is highly M1 Garand T37 Sniper Flash] (NS -4 3 Q7 i —
) #SLNGO25 g;q,r;amjtctﬁi in the pursuit of building your own Hider VY - v ' i Ml 3 #SINGO38 castie
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Back In Stock #GRD111
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Summer Combat Suit
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1911 7RD .45 MAGAZINE, US Gl
ORIGINAL 1911 MAGAZINES

Al Carbine
30rd.
Magazine {0

M1 Carbine

10 rd. magazine
brand neg:’

New 1 .
In very good condition released $12, . $19.95 Hﬂﬂﬂ -
il ) #CRBOOS |

from the military decades ago. We

. : purchased these long ago and lost T332 Macazine 0 Rhodesian
. 5 i 8rd in762x I = 2 2
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German WW?2 Fanrust ‘Gretchen’ 30 Meter

Anti Tink Launcher / Rocket
g

/ wmm”‘m
e moniker used by sappers in describing the
\ “ \ -‘J ability of this warhead to penetrate armor. Responsible for the

= - £ 130 destruction of thousands of tanks & armored vehicles in WWa.

Full Size & Made of Steel
Inart
New

‘Tank Terror’ was

#RL0OO2

WW2 M-1 Garand
Leather Scabbard
w/ Straps.
Rugged and

well made &
stitchad

“§F  Gorka Suits are contempaorary wear
5 for Russian Mf.'.‘tury & Police units as
well as ‘front line’units serving on the
Ukraine front. They come in versions,
maostly from #1 to #5 models, with
some specialized suits for spec.ops.

Multi Cam Gorka
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the WW2 U.5. Jeep Scabbard. Large
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and heft in ‘cleaving’ are hard to beat.

| blade of 11"in 3Cr13 Stainless
| Steel with finely honed edge

| and a sawback on the spineg
| it gives great standoff
' range, and yet ex-
| cellent kinetic

| force of its
i 1.5 Ib heft

Our Favorite hunting knife because Its size & i

At an overall length of 16.5"witha

‘
#g,- $39.95

#BAY390

P e

25 STILETTO
Straight out of the office of Pg.4
‘Dark Arts’, this V25 Stiletto
was borm out of the union of the
. famous Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting
Knife & the U.5. V42 Stiletto .
. Double edged blade in 440C
~ stegl . Adopted by at
 least one African Army, this
knife continues the legacy

8 born of WW2 operations.

_ [old for ity usel., Check youwy
localState laws on Sﬂlef‘:}ure I

New

_-'""""!-:_ Best

1 Price
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handleanda’
leather =7,
scabbard ,°2

45.

%
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Classic BOWIE KNIFE Blade el -4
w/ Leather Scabbard il ' o
Length i
\ Brass Cross § K @12"Long A
Guard and \BRARD .

Rose Wood

~! Grips Classice combat knife of the ‘
: SEEI'::Ell :’u - . f Marines in the Pacific, Korea *Blade 7" '
e L 35. \ and Vietnam. Steel 3Cr13 0 J
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e - . ‘.ﬂ\m{v ) COIn groove, new. $149.95 #SPF387 Luger 9mm Barrel i
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6 pockets for Srd. stripper dips. |new. 6 pocket. $6.95 ea., or 10-24 P h# 6 10.250.3960 G3 Rifle Barrel,.308, new $189. #G3108 | for your old barrel.
$6.95 ea., or 10 to 24 pcs at 55.95,| pes, at $5.95 ea. or 25+ at $4.95 ea. CETME C Barrel,.308 new $195, #CET019

$175. #LGR002
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) | w/ markings. Carbine,M14 C. M26 Lemon Grenade in steel. - Y
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7-5/8. Comes wit -Steel, " USGI nert
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e, oo 1% e #AM125 s 518.95 i
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. - Inert mlllI"I.qu.~-|||.r o
Original !f!! BELGIAN ‘CONGO’ - Flanfjl reﬂd 92 paf!’s pac U.S. 1917 Trench Knife M1 Carbine Flash Hlder Russian
AERICAN/TROPICAL BUSH HATS FalTsTae veith Teather | new. $34.95 #CRBO97 Ay *
G gl fﬂg?;ﬂ?jggg@ (Mpossible . r e .-=- scabbard. Blade @9” lung. _. ——— — ortar
well made with spiral embroidery SHFEJ' Savings! ﬂ' $54 95 #B AYQ[I'.' ' 37mm

and removabile chinstraps. A 5t4:.|p -
of Mercenaries durrng the Congo '
Rebellion. Only size 7-1/2" Large
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ui arts Set

Most economical builder arts set on the market, provides
rou with all parts to build up an AR15/M4, except the
ower receiver. Comes with 1 " barrel, telescopin hutt
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NEWSSTAND

[Cont. from page 10]

duty to carry firearms when they are

disarmed before entering the stadium.
The Deputy Press Secretary for AG

Yost sent a copy of the above-referenced

information bulletin with the comment

“Please see the attached document

from our office. It speaks for itself.”

When queried “if enforced will AG Yost

challenge 1t? And do you have a feel

for 1f this would also apply to off-duty

federal LE assigned to local offices who
may have family reasons to attend the
games?” he replied, “You would need
to contact the local law director, as they
would handle any potential legal action
in a local matter such as this.”

At this writing, there has been no
response to voicemail messages left
with the YSU Police Department and
the Youngstown Police Department.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple jour-
nalist awards for investigating/defending
the RKBA and a long-time gun owner rights
advocate who defiantly challenges the folly
of citizen disarmament. In addition to being
a regular featured contributor for Firearms
News, he blogs at “The War on Guns:

Notes from the Resistance,” and posts
on Iwitter: @dcodrea and Facebook. EJ

SUPPORT LI. COL. ROBERT K. BROWN

FOR THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

By Darwin Nercesian, News Field Editor

ow, more than ever, it 1s essen-
“ tial that Second Amendment

advocacy groups, which purport
to defend our freedom, be led by
individuals with a proven track record
of 1ntegrity, transparency, and a
commitment to American values. For
this reason, Firearms News Magazine
1s honored to support Lt. Col. Robert
K. Brown 1n his nomination to the
National Rifle Association (NRA)
Board of Directors. As a decorated
veteran and defender of the Second
Amendment, Lt. Col. Brown has ded-
icated a lifetime of service, sacrifice,
leadership, and unwavering support to
the Constitution of the United States
and Americans’ right to bear arms.

Lt. Col. Brown was first elected to
the NRA Board of Directors in 1983
and appointed to the Publications
Committee due to his experience as
founder and publisher of Soldier
of Fortune Magazine since 1975.
Throughout his 39 years on the
committee, Lt. Col. Brown uncovered
multiple instances of questionable
expenses related to NRA publications,
including First Freedom, bringing the
1ssues to the attention of Wayne
LaPierre and then-NRA Treasurer
Woody Phillips in the late 1990s.

“I have tried to resolve this problem
over several years and have got no
satisfaction. This 1s gross corruption
and incompetence. When our
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members find out, they will be
outraged,” Brown explained.

An Ammoland article published
this past July highlighted recently
leaked emails demonstrating Lt.

Col. Brown’s efforts to raise aware-
ness about the NRA’s spending and
governance issues from as early as
2011. Brown, not one to mince words,
explains that concerns over at least a
decade’s worth of expenditures went
largely 1ignored by NRA leadership.

“It’s a lot of pure, unadulterated
bullshit!... You totally refuse or fail,
either due to incompetence or sucking
up to Wayne and management... over
the last 10 years we have paid between
$5,000,000 and $10,000,000 to Ack Mac
for their providing about 10 to 15 pages
of editorial copy per 1ssue. You have
failed to address [the] main question I
have raised over the years which 1s “Why
are we paying so much for so little?””

That’s correct. Years before LaPierre
would expose the organization to the
scrutiny of its political enemies, Lt.
Col. Brown was sounding the alarm on
fiscal responsibility and accountability
to the NRA’s membership. In fact,
much of what was uncovered in New
York Attorney General Letitia James’
lawsuit matched 1ssues that Brown had
fought to resolve in the years prior.
Had someone been listening, 1t may
have saved the NRA countless millions
in legal fees, humiliation, and trial rev-

elations that LaPierre had misappro-
priated funds for lavish expenses like
private jets, yachts, and luxury travel.

With the NRA being but a shell of
its former glory, the time has come to
decide if we’re going to pivot or waste
every inch ever gained simply to throw
the baby out with the bathwater. An
organization can never succeed without
steadfast leadership, and Lt. Col. Brown
embodies the principles necessary
to help guide the NRA to a brighter
future, making him an outstanding can-
didate to support during this election
and a leader 1n the fight for the Second
Amendment that Americans deserve.

If you are an NRA voting member
in good standing, you may e-sign
the following petition to get Lt. Col.
Brown on the ballot. The deadline 1s
October 7th, 20235, so vote now, and
forward this to anyone else who may
be eligible. If you are unsure, verify

your membership or voting eligibility
by calling the NRA at 866-672-3000.

[UPDATE: Robert K. Brown is now one of
the 38 candidates of which 25 NRA Board of
Director members will be chosen in 2026.]

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun rights
advocate and shooter of targets far, far away.
As a News Field Editor at Firearms News,
Darwin writes about the Second Amendment,
firearms, and related gear. Follow him on Insta-

gram, X, and YouTube @DTOE_Official. E3



REIGN SUPREME

1/ SHOOT FURTHER. HITHARDER. CYCLE AVAILABLEIN
] FASTER. The AX800 Suprema is our most IESSIMRRE: FINISHES
advanced waterfowl| shotgun, engineered TN 7
for total control, comfort, and reliability ﬁﬂ
in the harshest conditions. Its B-LINK Pro i
i gas system cycles 36% faster and runs _ } o
Lo 46% cleaner for superior reliability ana * 2
JRiE | MOSSY OAK” MOSSY OAK”
| N less maintenance between hunts. A
The Steelium Pro barrels ensure
consistent, denser patterns while the MOSSYOAK®  REALTREE
ORIGINAL MAX-7°
| Kick-Off Pro stock cuts felt recoil by up SN WA
' to 70% for faster follow-up and all-day S———
\ comfort. Every feature is built to keep you OR CODE OR iIISIT
! focused on the hunt, from the blind to the AX800SUPREMA.COM
boat, no matter what the weather brings.
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CARRYING CONGEALED

380 AGP AMMUNITIO
P

eople were definitely carrying
.380 ACPs, but they were an oft-
1ignored subset of carry guns,
not given much respect...and then
Ruger introduced the LCP. In short
order, Ruger sold a million of these
guns, and the success of that pistol
actually caused a nationwide shortage
of .380 ammo. The sudden popularity
of .380 pistols (because not only did
Ruger keep selling them but other
manufacturers offered competing
designs) pushed ammo makers to de-
velop modern JHPs for that cartridge
which actually performed.

.380 ACPs have since been eclipsed
by micro compact 9mms like the SIG
P3635, but all those millions of .380s
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By James Tarr | Field Editor

.380 ACPs, like this S&W Bodyguard 2.0,
are still very popular as carry guns, and
you have a large choice of quality defen-
sive ammo to feed them. (James Tarr)

e

FIQOCCHI

are still out there and being carried, CDVEH_;;} |
and there are more choices than ever ~ “
when it comes to good defensive D b
ammo to feed them. Here’s just a )
small sample of products I recom-

mend, 1n no particular order:

Fiocchi’s new CovertX line of hand-
gun ammunition (FiocchiUSA.com) 1s
built for a specific purpose—proper

, -

BLACK HILLS
ANMMLUIMITION

Rewrboni Meaks Pocellorw=

380 AUTO
' 4C Gr Xireme Dalerse
. . _r...: Iap—

Just some of the great choices on the
market for defensive .380 ammo. From
top: Fiocchi 95-grain CovertX, Black
Hills 60-grain Xtreme Defense (now
Honey Badger), Hornady 90-grain Critical
Defense, Federal 99-grain Hydra-Shok
Deep, Federal 99-grain HST. (James Tarr)
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800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

ITEM NO. 050190

HIGH SPEED 3-IN-1
POWER CASE TRIMMER

The High Speed 3-in-1 Power Case Trimmer keeps
up with your need for speed! Trimming, chamfering,
and deburring 25 cases a minute, it’s built to handle
the rush without compromising precision.

e Trim, chamfer, and deburr
e Spins at 2000+ RPMs

e Adjustsin .001” increments
e 22 - 30 cal. compatible

e 1.450" to 3.5" trim lengths

Pictured: Large Capacity Cartridge Catcher (NO. 480038) and Quick
Detach Reloading Mounting Plate System (NO. 399697) sold separately.

"

SEE ALL OUR
RELOADING PRODUCTS CLICK-ADJUSTABLE MICROMETER FOR

hornady.com/reloading PRECISE AND CONSISTENT TRIMMING




CARRYING CONCEALED

Fiocchi’s hew CovertX line features

a .380 load that performs even out

of short barrels. Tarr fired this bullet
out of the 2.75-inch barrel of the S&W
Bodyguard 2.0 and it penetrated the
gel block 11.5 inche and showed this
perfect expansion. (James Tarr)

performance out of the shorter bar-
rels (producing slower velocities) usu-
ally seen in concealed carry handguns.
Fiocchi currently offers five different
loads 1n their CovertX line, including
a 95-grain .380 ACP at 1,015 fps.

The bullets in the CovertX line have
traditional construction—a copper
jacket over a lead core—but their
proprietary design i1s meant to ensure
expansion at lower velocities.

The copper jackets are skived a
short distance down the curve of the
bullet, and that’s where they’ll peel
apart/open upon impact. However,
inside the cavity you'll find that the
lead 1tself 1s serrated to more easily

A gel test of Fiocchi’s 95-grain .380 ACP CovertX. It penetrated the block ten
inches and expanded significantly. (James Tarr)

spread apart with the jacket, ensuring
expansion even at the slower velocities
you'll see out of CCW guns.

I did some gel block testing of the
Fiocchi load using the new S&W
Bodyguard 2.0, which in my opin-
ion 1s the best .380 on the market.

It sports a 2.75-1nch barrel, and out
of that barrel the 95-grain bullet in
Fiocchi’s CovertX load produced

a velocity of 8353 fps. The bullet
penetrated the Clear Ballistics block
11.5-1nches (which 1s pretty typical for
a .380) and provided beautiful, full,
textbook expansion. Weight retention
was 100%, and the bullet expanded
to an average diameter of 0.52 of an
inch. Recoil was very controllable.

Hornady Manufacturing

Hornady has two “Critical” lines,
Critical Duty and Critical Defense.
The Duty line 1s full power ammo
meant for full-size guns, and designed
to pass the tough FBI Ammunition
Testing Protocol. The Critical Defense
line, on the other hand, is loaded
a bit softer, and meant specifically
for smaller CCW guns. Hornady
offers a 90-grain .380 ACP Critical
Defense load, with an advertised
velocity of 1,000 fps, although 1t will
do significantly less than that out of
real-world short barrels. The hollow
point cavities in these FTX bullets
have Hornady’s rubber filling meant to
ensure expansion when fired through

v

.—"_"
r F a

A

| | | I - |
a4 5 6 7 8 9-1Q=44

Hornady gel tested their Critical Defense .380 in true FBIl-spec gel blocks. The bullet penetrated just over 10 inches and

showed textbook expansion. (Hornady)
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WHEN PHEGISI““

IS YOUR

Long Range Precision

Carbon Fiber Stock
Lightweight, Folding with
Adjustable Cheek Rest
/ i Titanium CRF (Controlled Round Feed) Action
%ﬁ? Rem 700 Footprint; Cerakoted Receiver & DLC
e Coated Bolt with Pinned 20 MOA Picatinney Rail

E;gger'll;elcljr !Jlamond R “\?’\ " Carbon Wrapped,
Se’cj gz:a/e:n 1rég-gze|:>s NN = 20" Cut Rifled Barrel
: ' e Chamberedin 6.5
- Creedmoor, 6.5 PRC, 7
: PRC, 7mm Backcountry
M5 DBM Bottom Metal or 300 PRC
and Flush Magazines
Integrated Carbon Fiber
Arca-Swiss Rail and
- Picatinny Forearm Rail
g..zl-';lnb?o?;s;all_levr\llgﬁht QD Swivel Stud Cups, Proper
Palm Swell, Thumb Shelf and
Trigger Finger Positioning Self-Timing 4-Port Muzzle
Brake for Maximum Recoil
Reduction
Suppressor Ready
with 5/8 x 24 thread

NEMO ARMS INTRODUCES THE

n E m :: Crafted for Confidence™

ARRnS
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= Guock 19, Grock 19, FIVE-SEVEN ARIS MiLrrary, AK47 MiLiTary
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RD TO *Buik PAckaGED
SR = ¢ SER99
9 19 9

FIND! «Factory GLOCK
#G19 #FN3866100030 #A16M

$ 99
: /I 22LR 12rD

*Fits ALL GLock 19
' *STAINLESS STEEL Bopy

Does Not Fit 19X #GLO1917B

P49
9mm I1SRD

*BLuep SteeL Boby
*Factory WALTHER

45acp 7rD

*BLue SteeL Bopy
*STEEL FLOORPLATE
*SteEL FOLLOWER
*G.l. Stampep Base

*OE MANUFACTURER Mape IN USA

‘26|, N ‘g% (M T3 | °29”
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A0yt PPK [BROWNING HIPOWER|ISEENNER A R-]15|ncrke 1x20 Micro |Ren/Green RerFLEX

PPES | o S EASY LOAD MAG| Rep Dot Opric|Sicar wrrn Mouwt

10/22° BX-25°
22LR 29RD

*StaINLESS FEep Lips
*ANTI-TiLT FOLLWER
*Factory RuGer®

45acp 7rp

*BLuep SteeL Bopy
*STEEL FLOORPLATE
& FoLLower
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*Factory CoLt
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9mm 15RD 223 30RD | P Moo a0
@ FlNGER REST BASE HIGH QUALITY *OpeN Case DEsIGN FOR ED UOT e Accessory RAILS

*Low PROFILE
*4 MIOA Dot

*2.375" LENGTH

*\WiNDAGE & $1 986

- . I = -
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CARRYING CONCEALED

Manufacturers use different methods to get their bullets to perform. Hornady
stuffs the cavity in their Critical Defense bullets with polymer to initiate expan-
sion. This is their 90-grain .380 bullet. (Hornady)

clothing. I've seen and done a number
of gel tests of this load over the years
and the bullets will do 850-900 fps
out of most carry guns, penetrate gel
blocks 10—12 inches, and expand fully,
while having minimal recoil.

Federal Ammunition

In .380 ACP, Federal Ammunition
has a number of excellent offer-
ings, and I'll cover three: a 90-grain
Hydra-Shok Low Recoil, a 99-grain
Hydra-Shok Deep, and a 99-grain
HST load. The Hydra-Shok was
their premium hollowpoint design,
introduced in the 1980s and since up-
dated. The low recoil load features a
90-grain bullet at an advertised 1,000
fps (so reduce that by 10-15% out of

the average carry gun) and might be a
good choice if you're recoil sensitive
or carrying a very tiny/light pistol.
The Hydra-Shok Deep variation 1s
loaded with a tougher bullet that
provides a little better penetration, in
this case a 99-grain bullet at an ad-
vertised 975 fps. The HST is Federal’s
most modern JHP design and is as
street-proven as any hollowpoint out
there, and generally offers massive ex-

pansion, usually close to 2X diameter.

The 99-grain .380 ACP HST has an
advertised velocity of 935 ips.

Black Hills Ammunition

Black Hills Ammunition’s 60-grain
Honey Badger load 1s something
completely different. I've mentioned
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Two premium defensive loads for the .380 ACP that are completely different. On
the left is Federal’s 99-grain Hydra-Shok Deep, heavy and built for penetration,
a traditional hollow point. On the right is Black Hills’ Honey Badger, a light fast
copper solid that doesn’t expand at all. (James Tarr)
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it before 1n these pages, as I'm a big
fan. This 1s a light-for-caliber solid
copper machined bullet loaded to an
advertised 1,150 fps out of a 3%-inch
test barrel, and even at that velocity 1t
has reduced recoil. This bullet 1s not
designed to expand—rather, it has
flutes machined into it that penetrate
clothing very well and then shove

the body’s water-heavy tissues aside
to create large temporary cavities. It
usually penetrates a foot or more.

I know some people carry FMJ
ammo 1n their carry guns, especial-
ly if that gun 1s something small or
inexpensive like a .380 ACP. Any gun
loaded with any ammo 1s better than
no gun at all, but unless you're so
poor you can’t afford food you should
pony up the $$ to buy a box of JHPs
for your carry gun.

Just about all centerfire handgun
ammunition 1s powerful enough to
send a fully jacketed bullet all the way
through a bad guy, even .380 ACP, but
if that pointed bullet is zipping all the
way through somebody without stop-
pmg, without hardly slowing down, it
1s transferring less energy, and that’s
not what you want—especially if you
missed a vital organ. In a defensive
shooting situation, whether you're
a private citizen or a cop, you're not
really shooting to kill, in fact you're
shooting to stop. The best way to get
this done fast 1s to hit them as hard
as possible so that the bad guy stops
doing bad things. That 1s the very
purpose of a hollow point bullet. You
owe 1t to yourself, and the people you
might be protecting, to load your gun
with the best ammo possible. E

Black Hills Ammunition:
Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150

Federal Ammunition:
FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100

Fiocchi USA:
FlocchiUSA.com, (417) 449-1042

Hornady Manufacturing:
Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER By pavid M. Fortier | Executive Editor

IS HORNADY’S 6MM ARG

THE BEST OF THE INTERMEDIATE CARTRIDGES?

A

ccording to statements from
Hornady a few years back, a
specialized entity within the
Department of Defense (“cough’ Delta
Force) requested a cartridge with cer-
tain capabilities. We can deduce these as
greater effective range and better exteri-
or and terminal ballistics with increased
penetration over the 5.56x45mm. Basi-
cally, 1t sounds like they were looking
for the benefits of the 7.62x51mm but
in a smaller and lighter package. The
result of this request led to Hornady
introducing the 6mm Advanced Rifle
Cartridge, or ARC.

Hornady’s 6mm ARC 1s based
off another very popular design, the
6.5mm Grendel. The 6.5mm Grendel
was developed for use in the AR-15
and makes sense as a parent cartridge.
However, the 6mm ARC 1s not simply
a necked down Grendel case with a
6mm bullet stuffed into it. The engi-
neers at Hornady examined the 6.5mm
Grendel cartridge case design, and
then made some changes to optimize
it for their specific application. So, it
does share the same 0.441-inch diame-
ter case-head with the 6.5mm Grendel,
.220 Russian and 7.62x39mm.

The shoulder though has been
moved back to facilitate loading very
long for caliber 6mm projectiles.
Shoulder angle 1s 30 degrees, case
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Hornady’s 6mm Advanced Rifle Cartridge is specifically designed to extend the
range and improve the performance of an AR-15 rifle. (David M. Fortier)

length 1s 1.49 inches and 1t has an over-
all cartridge length of 2.26 inches. Max
pressure 1s a mild 52,000 psi to ensure
a bmm ARC AR-15 has a long service
life. The 6mm ARC also shares the
thicker 0.059-inch rim of the 6.5mm
Grendel which 1s significantly more
robust than the 0.038-inch rim of the
5.56x45mm. This aids rehability. As
they have the same case-head diameter,
the 6mm ARC utilizes the same AR-15
bolt as the 6.5mm Grendel. These are
readily available and of known quality.
The 6mm ARC 1s designed around
modern 0.243-inch projectiles running
from about 80 to 108 grains. It was spe-
cifically designed to utilize very long for
caliber projectiles with very high Ballistic
Coefficients to enhance exterior ballistics
and maximize retained velocity and
energy on target. By using very efficient

A look at how

the 6mm ARC
compares to

other intermediate
cartridges L to

R: 5.45x39mm,
5.56x45mm, 6mm
ARC, 7.92x33mm
Kurz, 7.62x39mm,
300 AAC BLK and
6.5mm Grendel.
(David M. Fortier)

projectiles the 6mm ARC doesn’t need to
chase after muzzle velocity.

Let’s take a quick look at this. For
example, the Hornady 108-grain ELD-
Match bullet has a G1 BC of .536. This
1s higher than either a traditional .308-
inch 175-grain open-tip match (OTM)
bullet (G1 .496) or a .224-1nch 77-grain
OTM (G1 .372). It 1s very close to
Hornady’s .224-1nch §88-grain Extreme-
ly Low Drag (ELD) Match bullet, with
a G1 BC of .545 as loaded into the .224
Valkryie. The major advantages the
6mm ARC has over the .224 Valkyrie 1s
a larger diameter and noticeably heavier
payload delivered at a higher velocity.

Advertised velocity of the 6mm ARC
108-grain ELD Match load 1s 2,750 fps
from a 24-inch barrel, but in the real
world 1t will average about 2,660 ips
from a 20-inch barrel, 2,600 fps from
an 18-inch barrel, 2,530 fps cutting it
back to 16-1nches, and about 2,350 fps
from a short 12-inch tube. While at ini-
tial glance the 12-inch barrel’s velocity
looks rather ho-hum, exterior ballistics
are actually pretty good compared to
traditional mmtermediate cartridges like
the 7.62x39mm. The 6mm ARC 1s by
no means a magnum, but 1t 1s an effi-
cient cartridge for use in an AR-135.

How does it stack up compared to
a 5.56x45mm Mk 262 Mod 1 77-grain
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER
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expanded well
while reaching a
depth of approxi-
mately 17 inches
in the FBI sheet
metal barrier test.
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OTM? The 6mm ARC’s more effi-
cient projectiles, with their high BCs
provides superior exterior ballistics
with noticeably less wind drift, higher
retained velocity and greater retained
energy. So, the 6mm ARC outperforms
any magazine length 5.56x45mm
NATO load simply through a combi-
nation of sheer horsepower and more
efficient projectiles. As such, it will also
outperform the Russian 5.45x39mm
and Chinese 5.8x42mm.

What about compared to the .308
Winchester? As the 6mm ARC 1s a
dramatically smaller cartridge than
the .308 Winchester, at first glance
you wouldn’t think there would be
any comparison at all, and 1 some
respects (payload on target) there
1sn’t. However, in some areas the 6mm
ARC does dominate the .308 Win-
chester, or at least maintains parity.

As a cartridge 1s part of a weapons
complex, everything must be taken into
consideration. In this regard, the 6mm
ARC neatly fits into a weapon platform
that 1s dramatically smaller and lighter
than a traditional AR-10 platform, re-
quired by the .308 Winchester. So, the
weapon system 1s smaller and lighter,
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(Photo courtesy
of Hornady)

more maneuverable and less fatiguing
to carry. The ammunition 1s also dra-
matically lighter allowing more rounds
to be carried/transported compared
to a .308 Winchester platform. Recoil
impulse 1s also significantly less than
a .308 Winchester, allowing a rifleman
to easily spot his own shots, while also
decreasing his time between shots. All
of these points increase a soldier’s sur-
vivability on the modern battlefield.
Unfortunately, all 1s not roses
though. One drawback to using
the 6mm ARC 1n an AR-15 are the
internal dimensions of the STANAG
magazine well. This obviously dictates
the cartridge’s overall length, but 1n
practice 1t does much more than that.
As the width of the magazine well 1s
not optimum for the diameter of the
6mm ARC cartridge, rounds do not
stack perfectly. Due to this, they push
out against the walls of the maga-
zine more than desired. This leads to
drag. Plus, they also push out on the
feed lips, trying to spread them apart.
Due to the 6mm ARC’s case diameter
being substantially larger than the
5.56x45mm, 1t also limits how thick the
walls of the magazine can be. This in

<« A look at how
barrel length
affects velocity
of Hornady'’s
108-grain ELD
Match load

in 6mm ARC.
(Chart courtesy
of Hornady)

» One weakness
shared with the
6.5mm Grendel
is magazine
reliability due
to the internal
dimensions of
the STANAG
magazine well.
(David M.
Fortier)

106-grain TAP load

turn limits the type of materials which
can be utilized to construct magazines.
For commercial sales, the ability to fit
a 6mm ARC magazine into any existing
AR lower recetver 1s a selling point.
However, while 1t works, 1t’s a less than
1deal solution, especially for military use.
It should be noted the 6.5x38mm Grendel
and 6.8x43mm Rem SPC suffer from
similar 1ssues. The optimum solution 1s
to cast aside the standard 5.56x45mm
AR lower receiver and to design a
magazine well specifically for the 6mm
ARC cartridge. I even proposed this
1dea to Alexander Arms regarding their
6.5x38mm Grendel many years ago. This
1s exactly what LWRCI did about 13 years
ago with their SIX8 family of 6.8x43mm
Rem SPC weapons. It also appears to be
the solution Surefire and Magpul came up
with for Surefire’s 6mm ARC Intermedi-
ate Combat Assault Rifle (ICAR).
Overall, I like Hornady’s 6mm ARC
cartridge. I think 1t offers definite advan-
tages over traditional intermediate car-
tridges. In the hunting field it works well
and my friend Jack Oller, the Managing
Editor at our sister title Guns & Ammo,
has used 1t eftectively on 200+ pound
pigs and good-sized white-tail deer. A
definite downside to the 6mm ARC 1s
the current lack of economical training/
plinking ammunition. Hopefully this
changes in the future. While not perfect,
the 6mm ARC brings some interesting
things to the intermediate cartridge table,
making 1t a contender to consider. &l
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CANiK® TTI Combat *SMOKE®

Superiority gets a bold new finish with the CANiK® TTI Combat SMOKE—born from the elite partnership between CANiK®
and Taran Tactical Innovations. Designed by world champion Taran Butler, this pistol features a custom polymer frame,
ported and spiral-fluted PVD coated barrel, CANIK's first compensator, aggressive grip texture, aluminum flat faced trigger
with 90° degree break, premium TTI +3 base pad, adjustable sights, and a low-profile optic cut.

WEIGHT: 29.5 0z REAR SIGHT: Adjustable CARTRIDGE: 9mm Luger BARREL LENGTH: 4.6”
CAPACITY: 18+1 rounds MAGAZINE: {2) 18 Round Magazines and {1) + 3 Extension FRAME MATERIAL: Synthetic HEIGHT: 5.87"
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THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS By pavid M. Fortier | Executive Editor

HI-LUX OPTIG’S

PR 5-25X56IVMII

Whether for
Competition, Long
Range Shooting,
Western Hunting
or Plinking This
Impressive Scope
Delivers!

s someone who has profes-
sionally tested riflescopes for
almost 30 years now, I have to
say the improvement in recent years
of both their design and build quality
has been simply incredible. Over the
last two decades, partially due to the
Global War on Terror, riflescopes
have continually become more user
friendly and effective as a system
to put rounds on target. Daylight
illumination speeds making hits under
a variety of lighting conditions while
modern reticle designs aid shooters
in ranging and ballistic/lead com-
pensation. In conjunction with this,
magnification ranges have also been
pushed to the absolute limits of
current technology.

Lens coating technology, especial-
ly hydrophobic coatings, has been
improved and today fully multi-coated
lens are the norm. Lens quality, their
design, and the materials used in their
construction has also been improved.
Sealing, especially on variable power
scopes, 1s substantially better and in-
ternal mechanics have been refined and
become more robust. This increase 1n

A
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quality and performance is not limited
to the most expensive brands either.
Perhaps the best part of this increase in
technology is the trickledown effect for
the average shooter. Many reasonably
priced scopes today offer performance
and features not available on even the
most expensive scopes 25 years ago.

We are currently in what I consider the
Golden Age of riflescopes.

Hi-Lux Optics’ PRS 5-25x56mm FFP

is a very impressive flagship scope
packed with features and performance
for a reasonable price. (David Fortier)

An excellent example of this 1s
Hi-Lux Optics’ flagship scope, their
PR 5-25x56mm seen here. A thorough-
ly modern design, the PR5 showcases
not only Hi-Lux’s design and manufac-
turing prowess but also their under-
standing of what the modern precision
rifleman demands for features in a
riflescope. Riflemen today are incredibly
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The Hi-Lux Optics PRS5 is a large scope at 16 inches in length and a 40-ounce
weight, but it packs a lot of performance in its size. (David Fortier)
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Magnification runs from 5x up to 25x and a fast focus eye
piece is fitted, note the magnification throw lever is includ-
ed in the box. (David Fortier)

fussy when 1t comes to which model
they will fork out their hard earned cash
for. They will not even consider a scope
which lacks the reticle style or turret
design they desire. They simply click to
a different manufacturer’s website. The
PR 5 was designed to compete with the
big dogs to give today’s rifleman what
he wants 1n a precision riflescope.

To learn more about this model, I
contacted Hi-Lux Optics directly. The
company was founded by John Wu
and today his son Christopher 1s their
Marketing Director. Chris 1s an avid
outdoorsman and shooter who literal-
ly grew up in the optics and firearms
industries, and he filled me in on the
development and design: “7The PRS5
5-25x56mm has been a passion project
for my father and I at Hi-Lux since
day one. We set out to build the kind
of scope we'd want to use on our own
rifles — something that combines clar-
ity, rock-solid tracking, and durability,
all without compromise. We went
with an APQO objective using a three-
element design — a doublet paired
with an aspherical lens — to signifi-
cantly reduce chromatic aberration and
improve image resolution. The result
is a crisp, high-resolution sight picture
that makes spotting impacts, reading
mirage, and trace much easier, even in
harsh light or low-contrast conditions.

52 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

i

= |

e
—
Vi
r—
p——

)

l
\

i

The adjustment turrets are very large, feature a zero stop,

(David Fortier)

We also made it a point to bring the
parallax focus down to 10 yards. With
the growing popularity of air rifle and
NRL22-style competitions, we wanted
to allow the PRS scope to cater to their
needs and requirements as well. Me-
chanically, we've probably overbuilt this
scope. The main tube is CNC machined
from solid 7075-T6 bar stock — not
extruded — giving it excellent tensile
strength and fatigue resistance. That’s
not something you often see at this
price point. Internally, the turrets com-
ponents are stainless steel. The clicks
are super tactile and the elevation turret
also has a multi-turn zero stop.”

All this sounded great, so I was
interested to see how the big Hi-Lux
PR 5 would actually perform. To find
out, testing was conducted over a
period of months, and i1t was used
to engage targets out to 1,000 yards,
and for observing out to 1,500 yards.
Multiple shooters, including two PRS
competitors, used 1t in a wide variety
of lighting conditions and provided
feedback on its performance. I wanted
to provide as clear a picture as possi-
ble on 1ts capabilities.

Built on a 34mm one-piece tube
turned from 7075-T6 bar stock, the
PR35 features magnification running
from 5x up to 25x and 1t has a large
S6mm objective lens with ED glass.

and positive audible and tactile 0.1 MRAD adjustment
clicks. Internal elevation adjustment range is 32 mils.

The adjustment turrets are very large,
feature a zero stop, and positive audi-
ble and tactile 0.1 MRAD adjustment
clicks. Internal elevation adjustment
range 1s 32 mils. A parallax knob on
the left side of the mechanism block
allows adjustment from 10 yards to
infinity. Reticle illumination 1s con-
trolled by two buttons to the rear of
the parallax knob.

The TRACR reticle design 1s
delineated 1in mils. Located in the first
focal plane, this design sports a very
fine center dot and hold points for el-
evation and windage/lead. The 3 and
9 o’clock center stadia each feature 8
mils which are broken down with 0.2
mil marks for the inner 6 mils and 0.1
mil marks for the outer 2 mils. The
bottom portion of the reticle features
a windage tree with 20 muils for eleva-
tion holds. This section features dots
and + marks for windage holds. Dots
indicate 0.2 mils while the + marks
indicate full mils.

From a user’s standpoint, it’s big.
Measuring about 16 inches long
and weighing 1n at 40 ounces 1t’s no
lightweight. Size-wise it 1s similar to,
but five ounces lighter than my Vortex
6-36x56mm Razor HD Gen III, but
without the sticker price shock. It’s a
user friendly design with 1ts big turrets,
easy to read markings, and i1t zooms




THE CONFIDENCE OF THE RMR",
IN A SMALLER FOOTPRINT.

With the Trijicon RMR®cc, you get the legendary
durability, ruggedized electronics, and easily adjustable
windage and elevation of the proven Trijicon RMR®—
but in a thinner, lower-profile design that fits today’s
most popular concealed-carry pistols. So you can

carry with confidence.
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See the technology at Trijicon.com/RMRcc. Brilliant Aiming Solutions™
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A look at the TRACR reticle at 25x.
(Image courtesy Hi-Lux Optics)

smoothly. All in all, 1t looks, feels, and
functions like a flagship optic.

A .22 LR and a 5.56x45mm allowed
me to fire a large number of groups
economically while checking the
scope’s adjustments and tracking.
Zero 1ssues were encountered, the big
Hi-Lux Optics PR5 tracks properly.

I did quite a bit of shooting as the
sun set and the light faded away to
darkness. Here the PR5 impressed
me with its light transmission. I was
able to shoot some very good groups
at distance in low light by dialing the
magnification back.

Submerging the scope underwater
for one hour had no negative effect,
and the PRS5 shrugged off a steam
bath as well. A week spent in a freezer
posed no issue mechanically. During
the higher temps of summer, espe-
cially with a hot barrel, magnification
needs to be dialed back due to mirage.
This 1s to be expected.

Even cranked all the way up, the
image quality and resolution of the
PR35 1s very good. Everyone who
used 1t commented on how good the
image quality of the PR35 1s. Resolu-
tion 1s very good and thanks to the
ED glass the image 1s bright and
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TRACR reticle with the magnification reduced to 5x.
(Image courtesy Hi-Lux Optics)

color rendition 1s accurate. Plus, the
optical design 1s fairly forgiving to

eye placement.

Negatives? I found the
parallax knob to be rather
stiff and 1t took more effort
than I would prefer when
making fine adjustments.
Also, when looking into
piercing sunlight glare
(specular reflection) off the
large 56mm lens can be an
issue. However, the simple
fix for this 1s the sunshade
included in the box. Use it.

On the positive side, the
locking turrets are great,
easy to zero, and precise. The
illumination system works
well and 1s night vision com-
patible. I like the TRACR
reticle and found 1t fast and
easy to use. Optical perfor-
mance 18 very good, in a va-
riety of lighting conditions.
With an MSRP of $849,
it 1s economically priced
considering 1ts features and
performance, but not cheap.
If you are looking for a rifle-
scope 1n this magnification

range for use on a precision rifle then
the Hi-Lux Optics’ PRS 5-25x56mm

FFEP 1s one to consider. E1

SPECIFICATIONS

HI-LUX OPTICS’ PR5 5-25X56MM FFP SCOPE

Magnification
Range:

5-25X

Focal Plane:

First Focal Plane

Reticle: TRACR (MRAD)
“Diameter. 4
Overall Length: 16 in.
Weight: 40 oz.
Click Value: 0.1 MRAD
Adjustment o tion 32 MRAD
Range:
Zero Stop: Yes
lllumination: Yes, powered by CR2032 battery
Eye Relief: 3.5 in.
100':(2:’ dif 5x; 24 ft., 25x; 4.8 ft.
Included Sunshade, throw lever,
Accessories: flip-up covers
MSRP: $849
Contact: Hi-LuxOptics.com,

(888) 445-8912



A Swiss Watch Is a Tool.
Our Italian Watch Is
a Romance.

More Precise Than a $12, 000 Rolex'?

We’'ll Put Money On It

Wﬁ: will be happy to test our stunning Italian timepiece
against a $12,000 Rolex®. If theirs is more precise,

we will pay $12,000 to the first challenger who can prove

it! But our movement vibrates precisely at 32,768 times per
second, so we are quite confident. And with stunning Italian
craftsmanship our classic design is something to behold. Why
pay $12,000 when you can own our RossoBlu Classic Sports
Watch and still have enough left over for a spectacular week in
Florence, Venice, and Rome? Remember, Switzerland counts
the seconds, but Italy makes them unforgettable. The Italians
know life isn’t measured in overpriced status symbols—it’s
measured in moments: a glass of Chianti at sunset,

“Owning a watch of this quality at this price
makes me feel like I cracked a secret code.”
— Robert M., Bethesda, MD

a gondola ride with your love, or standing in awe

beneath Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel. And the Italian
genius in timekeeping goes back 600 years with the mind-

boggling invention of the astronomical clock in the 1360s.

Our RossoBlu timepiece delivers better precision, but with
the soul, color, and elegance only Italy provides. Its lines echo
the sculpted beauty of Italian sports cars, and it wraps your
wrist with the same passion that built Rome. Buy the watch,
take the trip, savor the food, the wine, the art, and the
romance. Ferraris, Maseratis, and Alfas may run fast, but our
Raftinato runs right on time.

Watch Specifications:

* Precision quartz movement, date, rotating bezel

* 40mm stainless-steel case back and bracelet.

e Water-resistant to 3 ATM. Fits wrists up to 8.5"

* Made in Italy

RossoBlu Classic Sport Watch
5499 $99* + S & P Save $400

*Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-888-444-5949

Your Insider Offer Code: RSW122-01

Raffinato by Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RSW122-01, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.raffinatoitaly.com
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THE AMERICAN 180®
RIMFIRE SUBMACHINE GUN

By Will Dabbs, MD

oo

@

Swarms of Angry Bees

ick Casull was born 1n 1931.
While names like Colt, Glock,
Luger, Ingram, and Browning
are burned into the lexicon, that of
Dick Casull remains a bit more ob-
scure. However, Casull was nonetheless
a gifted and influential designer.
Casull’s forte was big bore cartridge
development. He expanded the classic
45 Colt into the behemoth .454 Casull
and then crafted his own enormous
single-action revolver to fire 1t. He
also designed the first adorable little

Dick Casull helped develop the ador-
able little North American Arms mini
revolvers that seem so ubiquitous
today. (Will Dabbs)
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stainless steel mini-revolvers that even-
tually morphed into the tiny pistols
offered by North American Arms
today. Along the way, Dick Casull also
dabbled in some pretty exotic rimfire
long guns.

Source Material

Dick Casull designed the semi-
auto Casull 290 .22LR rifle in the early
1960’s. The gun fed from a 290-round
top-mounted drum magazine in the
manner of the Lewis machinegun.

The American 180 .22LR submachine gun
is one of the most unusual tactical weapons
ever created. (Will Dabbs)

BETAERRAALESBART AR ERRAE RN AnD P S T ]

However, these weapons were expensive
and a bit awkward at a time when con-
ventional semi-auto .22 rifles were both
ubiquitous and cheap. They only made
87 copies. Filipino dictator Ferdinand
Marcos bought one. Casull then crafted
an open-bolt, selective-fire version of
the gun that found some legs.

In 1972, the $200 transfer tax on
a transferable machinegun was the
modern-day equivalent of about

The Thompson influence is fairly obvious. The American 180 is quite compact

with the buttstock removed. (Will Dabbs)
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Be a Certified Gunsmith and Have Fun
== Making Money Working On Guns, =
Part Time, Full-Time or In Retlrement'

Study from home and become an AGI Certified Professional
Gunsmith for as little as $7 a day with this specialized video

P instruction available on DVD or through online streaming.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! BE IN CONTROL OF YOUR TIME AND INCOME!

You can open a small shop or even work from your house! Anyone
can learn this important and essential trade.

Through the American Gunsmithing Institute’s study-at-home Virtual Campus™
Master Gunsmiths teach you gunsmithing step-by-step using video instruction
with cutaway firearms to take you deep inside the guns. You will understand com-
plete Design, Function, and Repair for all pistols and revolvers, shotguns, centerfire
and rimfire rifles.
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e Comprehensive how to instruction on video e Support from Master Gunsmiths by AGT ;5.
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Early examples of the American 180
SMG were made by Voere in Austria.
(Will Dabbs)

$1,550. As a result, there was no
market for civilian automatic weapons.
However, the 1960°s seemed apoca-
lyptic. By the 1970, law enforcement
(LE) agencies were gearing up for

civil unrest and domestic terrorism.
The cop market for serious full-auto
weapons was subsequently doing fairly
well. Somebody somewhere thought

a drum-fed full auto .22 rifle might be
just the ticket for LE use.

Production Guns

Production was farmed out to Voere
in Austria. Imported machineguns
could not be sold to individuals, but
they were fair game for American LE
agencies. In 1972, the American Arms
Company headquartered in Utah
began production domestically and
christened this unconventional rimfire
machinegun the American 180. Their
marketing angle was novel.

These open-bolt guns were selective
fire via a simple crossbolt. The safety

was a separate rotating switch. They
fed from a steel 177-round pan mag-
azine that was driven by a removable,
spring-powered winder. The company
offered the 180 in .22LR as well as

a proprietary .22 Winchester Short
Magnum Rimfire cartridge. There
were supposedly not more than

a million rounds of .22 WSMR

ever produced.

While courting the military and
LE market, the company also
offered the guns in both twin and
quad mounts that would fire off of
a standard M2 tripod, which i1s just
crazy. The American 180 was also
one of the first handheld weapons
to be offered with a laser sight.

This bulky Laser Lok Helium-Neon
gas laser fit in lieu of the forearm

and would run for about two hours
on a battery. Curiously, the sight
could also been plugged into wall
power for protracted use 1n prisons.
The Utah Department of Corrections
bought several for use by their

prison guards.

Practicalities

One .22 LR round seems a bit
underwhelming, but 177 of them
delivered in a continuous burst 1s
something else entirely. The Ameri-
can 180’s utter lack of recoil allowed
exceptional accuracy. The company
advertised that a seasoned operator
could put 177 rounds through a three-
inch hole at 20 meters. Promotional

The top-mounted drum magazine is the
American 180’s most distinctive feature.
This original steel version packs 177
rounds of .22LR onboard. (Will Dabbs)

The controls are easily mastered, but the ergonomics are suboptimal.
The safety is located on the right side of the receiver. The nubbin
behind the safety is the crossbolt fire selector. (Will Dabbs)
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Google states that SD DCI stands for South Dakota
Department of Criminal Investigations. (Will Dabbs)



This Necklace is NOT for
Sale ... It’s yours for FREE*

No kidding. Only Stauer can give you
200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING.

‘_‘ 7 ou may think you understood the concept of “priceless” jewelry. For years,

“priceless” meant “astronomically expensive.” That is, until now ...

Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release

of our FREE* 200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace.
That's right, we said FREE ... as in “priceless.” No
charge.* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we’ll send
you this impressive helping of genuine amethyst
(independently appraised at $295) for FREE.
We cut the price 100%. You only pay $24.95, i
our regular charge for shipping and processing.

We'll even pay you back with a $30 P e
discount certificate — that’s our __ “ Vi
Better Than Free Shipping! \@:}g 3 .

A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso Amethyst Necklace is
a 200-carat symphony of smooth purple genuine gemstones.
Each gemstone’s shape and translucence ignites the
velvety, violet hues. The polished amethysts are
hand-strung on double-knotted jeweler’s
thread, and the stunning 18" necklace
(with 2" extender) secures with a gold-

finished lobster clasp.

Too good to pass up. Too good
to last long. Amethyst is one

200 carats of pure luxury
independently appraised at
$295' ... yours FREE!*

of the world’s most coveted
gemstones and our supply is
extremely limited. We can
only offer such an outrageous

' 6. 6. 6.6 ¢
“This necklace is
beautiful. | could not

believe my eyes ...
GREAT!"

— Bonnie from Longs, SC

deal for a short time every few
years. Over 30,000 thrilled

customers were lucky enough
to get this promotion last time.

We only have about 2,500 left

in stock. Act now!

Necklace Specifications:

e 200 ctw of genuine amethyst FREE AMETHYST NECKLACE

* Gold-finished spacers LIMITED TO JUST THE FIRST 2,500
* 18" + 2" length necklace RESPONDERS TO THIS AD!
Lusso Amethyst Necklace:

[ .usso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw) %** FREE* * This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL,

CO, OK, RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, VA, CA and ID. These state residents will be

charged one cent ($.01) + shipping & processing for the item. Void where
prohibited or restricted by law. Offer subject to state and local regulations.

1 8 0 0 3 3 3 2 04 5 Not valid with any other offers and only while supplies last. This offer is
] B - limited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers using

. ) the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 1 For more
YO ur I nsi d er Offe r CO d €. LA N 5 9 6-0 5 information concerning the appraisal, visit www.stauer.comlappraisedvalues.asp.

*Pay only shipping e processing of $24.95. Special price only for customers using the offer code.
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<4 The American 180 is a crazy fun gun
to shoot. (Will Dabbs)

videos showed the gun chewing
through car doors and cinder blocks,
though that obviously presupposes a
pretty cooperative target.

A good many American 180’s did
make their way into LE armories,
and the Rhodesian SAS used a few.
That laser dot sweeping from the
wall of a prison was undoubtedly
motivational. In 1979, Rhodesian
SAS operators successfully engaged
FRELIMO terrorists at close range
with their 180’s during an operation in
Mozambique. Legendary actor Steve
McQueen owned a copy, and a similar
gun produced in Slovenia was titled
the MGV-176.

There was one documented case of
cops using the American 180 as 1n-
tended. In November of 1974, Officers
Mike Gilo and Gary Jones, of the Fort
Lauderdale Police Department, were
chasing a pair of violent criminals in
a Chevrolet Camaro. The passenger
produced a handgun and fired. Gilo
responded by unleashing a roughly
forty-round burst into the back window
of the suspects’ car while Jones engaged
with his 12-gauge shotgun loaded
with buckshot. The 12-bore failed to
connect, but the 180 found meat. The
passenger was fatally ventilated, while
the driver was apprehended later suffer-
ing from multiple .22-caliber gunshot
wounds. In the 1970’, apparently there
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Put down your pitchforks. This is one of the very few places on Planet Earth That lever on the winder motor controls a
where it is actually safe to shoot into the water. The backstop is a 65-foot, clutch that keeps things locked in place
tree-covered bluff. (Will Dabbs) until you are ready to shoot. (Will Dabbs)
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were not quite so many trial attorneys
as there are today.

Trigger Time

Shooting the American 180 1s an
experience unlike any other. There
1s literally no appreciable recoil. The
gun 1s reputed to cycle at around
1,200 rpm, though I'd put 1t faster
than that. The mechanism 1s simple,
but 1t gunks up quickly. The weapon
has to be cleaned frequently for
reliable operation.

On the subject of magazines,
loading those bad boys is the very
definition of tedium. Each round
has to be positioned individually. No
kidding, 1t takes me more than ten
minutes just get 177 rounds stacked
into the drum. You then engage the
removeable winder that powers the
action. A clutch lever will keep the
winder powered until the drum 1s in
place on the gun. Releasing the clutch
while the magazine is off of the weap-
on will spontaneously spit all of your
rounds out onto the floor. As me how
I know this.

Ruminations and Collecting

Production of full auto guns
ceased with the machinegun ban of
1986. Sem-auto versions followed,
but never really caught on. However,
Editor-in-Chief of Firearms News,
Vincent DeNiro sold them in his gun
store 1n the late 1980s.

Nowadays, E&L Manufacturing
(ELMfg.com) still offers parts and
magazines. Their magazines are
polymer and pack either 165, 200,
or 275 rounds onboard. They all use
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<4 The non-recip-
rocating charging
handle is located
on the left side of

the receiver.
(Will Dabbs)

» The American
180 is a curious
footnote in the
pantheon of 20th
century small
arms. (Will Dabbs)

the same winder mechanism. As the
drums protrude prominently above
the action, larger drums require
elevated sights for accurate oper-
ation. E&L offers threaded barrel
assemblies, and the American 180 i1s
adorable with a sound suppressor in-
stalled. However, the open bolt design
1s fairly ammo sensitive. Reliable op-
eration with subsonic ammo demands
an underpowered recoil spring.
According to MachinegunPrice
Guide.com, the American 180 was
averaging about $10,000 apiece back
in 2004. There were only about 10,000
copies produced in total, and relatively
few of those made 1t into the pool
of civilian transferable machineguns.
The novel nature of the design also
demands a premium. These same
guns will bring around $24,000 today.
Curiously, the gun we
reviewed for this project 1s
an Austrian-made trans-
ferable. Between 1968 and
1986, imported machine-

chineguns that originally went directly
to LE agencies without having been
dealer samples were now transferable to
individuals. Depending upon what you
read, this affected between 1,200 and
4,000 guns. This particular Austrian-
made American 180 apparently served
with an LE agency and subsequently
met the criteria for inclusion.

The American 180 1s great fun to
run, but a massive pain to service.

It 1s disheartening to spend half an
hour cleaning and loading a weapon
only to empty the magazine in four
seconds. However, those four sec-
onds are admittedly pretty freaking
awesome. If you're patient and like
loading magazines, the American 180
1s the rimfire MG you can use to write
your name in the backstop. Noting
else really even comes close.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

guns could be transferred
to licensed machinegun

dealers as sales samples.
These guns are called

AMERICAN 180 M-2
Caliber: .22 LR
Finish: Black Paint
Barrel Length: 1/7.51n.
Overall Length: 35.5 in.

“Pre-86 Dealer Samples.” Weight (Empty): 5.7 Ibs. (10 lbs. with a loaded
They can be freely trans- 177-round drum)
ferred between dealers but Operating
not to individuals. Dealer System: RE L
samples made after 1986 Selector: Semi-automatic, full-automatic
can also be transferred to :

Magazine
a licensed dealer, but only Capacity: 165,177,220, and 275
with a request letter from a Cyclic Rate: 1,200 rpm
LE . Yeah, it really i ’

agency. Yeah, it really 1S Sights: Fixed Blade Front,
pretty complicated. Adjustable Rear
In 2024, BATF decided
Value: $24,000

that pre-86 imported ma-
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1918. A group of French
soldiers. The Poilu in front
is holding a Fusil automa-
tique Modele 1917 while

his comrade is armed with

a Fusil Mitrailleur Modele
1915 CSRG, more commonly
known as the “Chauchat.”
(Paul Scarlata collection)

-
- "ol "}r
1

*:l_
"_I

¥ - o ‘ . s
) H T - ‘_‘ ¥ -'
O i

ot
» b gl
¥ "

-
B '

- ' I .'.L
™ L :’ -
i i 4P
i - s

4-;‘ 3

5
i

'

LE FUSIL . AUTOMATIQUE

MODELE 1917

The First Widely Issued Semi-Automatic Military Rifle!

rance shocked the military
authorities of the day when they
announced the general 1ssue of
the Fusil d’ Infanterie Mod¢le 1886,
the famous “Lebel” rifle, firing the
revolutionary, smokeless powder 8mm
Balle M cartridge.

Towards the end of the 19th century,
the French high command realized
that the Lebel had been rendered obso-
lete and embarked upon a secret, long
term plan to develop a semi-automatic
rifle, using a rimless cartridge.
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The Fusil Meunier A6 (a.k.a.
Fusil semiautomatique Mod¢le
1916), chambered for a rimless 7mm
cartridge, was tentatively adopted in
1910 1t proved incapable of standing
up to the rigors of combat. When

8mm Lebel” cartridge (L to R): 8mm
balle M, 8mm balle D and 8mm balle
N. Beginning with the 8mm balle D,
a groove around the inside edge of
the rim prevented bullet/primer con-
tact in the Lebel’s tubular magazine.
(Becky Scarlata photo)
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The Fusil automatique Modeéle
1917 was the first semiauto-

matic military rifle to be used
in large numbers. (Courtesy of
Rock Island Auction Co.)

and 1n 1917, the high com-
mand approved the 1ssue
of the Fusil Automatique

Mode¢le 1917.
The Modele 1917 was

a gas operated rifle cham-

bered for the 8mm balle D

cartridge. It was developed

by the design team of Mon-

Close up of the Modele 1917’°s receiver shows the
large bolt handle, full-length opening in the re-
ceiver, the bolt hold open catch, exposed operat-
ing rod and bulbous magazine housing. (Courtesy

of Rock Island Auction Co.)

sieurs Chauchat, Sutter,
and Ribeyrolles. The same
who were “responsible”
for the, Fusil Mitrailleur
Modele 1916 CSRG,

the “Chauchat.”

Modele 1917s utilized
the Lebel’s stock, sights,
fittings, barrel and the
bayonet of the Mod¢le
1916 Berthier.

A long, tubular upper re-

A rotating safety catch was located on the left
side of the receiver. (Courtesy of Rock Island
Auction Co.)

The Modele 1917’s bolit
had six interrupted
screw type locking lugs.
(Nathan Reynolds photo)

WWI erupted, most French soldiers
were still armed with the Lebel,
supplemented with some clip loading
Berthier carbines and rifles.

The Fusil semiautomatique Mode¢le
1915 CSRG rifle was provisionally

adopted, but proved to be a failure,
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ceiver housed the bolt and
had a slot for the bolt han-
dle to reciprocate in, which
would prove to be a major
design fault as 1t allowed
dirt and debris to enter the action of
the rifle. A threaded cap at the rear of
the receiver permitted removal of bolt
for cleaning and maintenance.

The upper receiver was welded to
a rectangular lower section, which
contained a simple trigger mechanism
with a single coil spring serving as
both the hammer and trigger springs.
Rotating a safety lever on the left side
of the receiver forward blocked the
hammer while a bolt hold open catch
was located on the right side. A gas
cylinder under the barrel contained
a gas piston and spring. The piston

was attached to a flat operating rod,

which was exposed on the right side

of the receiver and was connected to
the bolt handle.

Upon firing, as the bullet passed the
gas port near the front of the barrel,

a small amount of gas was bled off,
which pushed the piston/operating

rod unit rearward, compressing the
operating spring and pushing the bolt
to the rear. The two-part bolt head had
six, interrupted screw-style locking
lugs and a shaft at its rear with dual
cams, which was inserted into helical
channels 1n the bolt carrier. As the bolt
carrier moved rearward, these cams ro-
tated the bolt head, unlocking it from
mortises in the receiver, extracting and
ejecting the spent cartridge case.

The stamped steel magazine housing
contained a spring-loaded follower and
was hinged to the bottom of the receiv-
er and gave the rifle a distinctive “preg-
nant guppy’ silhouette. In operation,
the magazine housing was pulled down,
compressing the follower. A five-round
clip was inserted into the bottom of
the recetver and the magazine housing
closed, releasing the follower so 1t could
push rounds up so they could be picked
up by the forward moving bolt.

There was no automatic bolt hold
open device. So, after the last shot
was fired, 1t had to be retracted and
released each time a new clip was
inserted into the rifle. The bolt hold-
open catch on the right side of the re-
ceiver had to be manually pushed up
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The five-round clip used in the Modele 1917 (L) and
that used in the Modéle 1916 Berthier and semiau-
to Modele 1918 rifles. (Nathan Reynolds photo)

guard; Manufacture Nation-
al d’Armes de Chatellerault
(MAC) made the trigger
mechanism; Manufacture
Nationale d’Armes de
St-Etienne (MAS) was the
source of the bolt, bolt carri-
er, piston, gas cylinder, stock
and additional barrels; lastly,
a private company, Man-

ufacture d’Armes de Paris

(a subsidiary of Fabrique
Nationale) produced the bolt
handle, magazine housing
and follower assembly.

Except for a few hundred
rifles assembled at MAC, all

of the 85,333 Mode¢le 1917s

were assembled at MAS.
The French army realized

that with the pressures of

The Modéle 1917°’s magazine housing was
opened, a five-round clip inserted into the bottom
of the receiver and the housing closed. (Nathan

Reynolds photo)

to enter with a notch in the operating
rod holding the bolt back.

Production commenced in April,
1917 at a number of arsenals: Manufac-
ture Nationale d’Armes Tulle (MAT)

produced the recerver, barrel and trigger

the war, 1t would be 1mpos-
sible to reequip the whole
army with the Mode¢le 1917
and the plan was to 1ssue
sixteen rifles per company
to platoon leaders and
selected marksmen.

Field service showed the Modele
1917 still had 1ssues. Debris entering
the receiver caused continual func-
tioning problems. In addition, the
primers of the 8mm Balle D cartridge

frequently backed out jamming the
rotating bolt. The clip proved prone
to bending while the numerous small
parts of the bolt broke with alarming
regularity. Lastly, the violent oper-
ation of the gas system tended to
damage the stock and loosen metal
parts. The latter problem was solved,
to a degree, by the installation of

a gas regulating screw, but soldiers
often tended to overcompensate when
adjusting 1t resulting in insufficient
power to operate the rifle. A special
cartridge was developed — the 8mm
balle D (a m) (amorcage modifi¢

— modified primer), which had the
primer crimped 1n place.

The Mode¢le 1917’s length and
weight made 1t poorly suited to the
conditions of trench warfare. Trials
were conducted with Modele 1917s
having shorter barrels proved suc-
cessful and 1n 1918 the improved
Mousqueton (short rifle) automa-
tique Modc¢le 1918 was adopted. It
was almost ten inches shorter and
approximately a pound lighter and
featured sheet metal dust covers that
could be rotated over the bolt handle
slot, a catch that automatically held
the bolt open when the magazine was
empty, modified bolt, gas system was
strengthened, and it used the stronger
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1918. A group of French Poilus. The soldiers kneeling second and third from the right are armed with Fusils automatique
Modele 1917 with dust covers protecting the receivers. (Paul Scarlata collection)
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A cutaway view of the receiver and magazine of the Modéle 1917. (Paul Scarlata collection)

The Mousqueton automatique Modele 1918 was shorter than the Modeéle 1917, it featured a sheet metal dust cover that
could be rotated over the bolt slot, plunger type magazine catch and used the widely available Modéle 1916 Berthier clip.

(Courtesy Rock Island Auction Co.)

Modg¢le 1916 Berthier clip. Only 4,000
units had been produced by the time
Germany surrendered. During service
in North Africa during the Riffian
Wars (1921-1926), they reportedly
gave “...complete satisfaction.”

In the post-war period, most
Modele 1917s were modified with
a bolt hold open catch on the right
side of the receiver. In 1935, most of
the surviving Mode¢le 1917 and 1918s
were modified into straight pull rifles
by inserting a length of steel rod into
the gas vent and securing 1t 1n place
with the gas regulating screw.

o0 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

These Fusils Mode¢le
1917/35 et 1918/35, as did
many Modeles 1917 and
1918, had the throats of
their chambers relieved to
permit the use of the 8mm
balle N cartridge with 1ts
longer bullet. Rifles so mod-
ified had an “N” stamped
on the receiver and chamber
of the barrel. Some were
1ssued to French reservists,
but most apparently went to
native troops in Algeria and
Equatorial Africa.

Manufacturer’s markings shows this Modeéle
1917’s receiver was produced at Manufacture
Nationale d’Armes Tulle. (Nathan Reynolds photo)
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Vince’s Modéle 1917 was test fired
from a rest on my club’s 100-yard
range. (Becky Scarlata photo)

Loading was fairly easy but would have allowed dirt and

debris to enter the rifle’s receiver and magazine housing.

(Becky Scarlata photo)

Test Firing

My friend, Vince DiNardi, pro-
vided a Modge¢le 1917 to test fire that
was made by MAT in 1918. Vince has
fired 1t 1n semi-auto mode, but while
operation was reliable 1t was also very
violent. So, as to lessen the chances
of my damaging 1t during test firing,
he had reinserted the plug into the gas
vent so 1t functioned in straight pull
rifle mode. Vince sent me a supply
of French surplus 8mm balle N
ammunition dated 1948 in addition
to some of his handloads concocted
from currently manufactured 8mm
Lebel brass.

From 100 yards, I was able to
produce well centered groups 1n the
three- to four-inch range. Recoil was
fairly soft, bolt manipulation was
easy, 1t chambered rounds smoothly
and spent cases were ejected reliably.

While the Mode¢le 1917 must be
considered a crude, first effort, one

o2 FIREARMS NEWS | DECE
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A three-inch group fired from one hundred yards with the

Modele 1917. (Becky Scariata photo)

must take into consideration the
time of its development, the fact that
France was engaged it the bloodi-

est war 1n history and fighting for
her very survival. The pressures to
provide sufficient weaponry for its

SPECIFICATIONS

FUSIL AUTOMATIQUE MODELE
1917 RIFLE

Caliber: 8mm balle D (a m)
and 8mm balle N
Overall Length: 52.3 in.
Barrel Length: 31.51in.
Weight: 11.45 lbs.
Magazine: 5 rounds, clip loaded.
Sights: Front: block with
groove
Rear: square notch ad.
by ramp and leaf from
250 to 2,400 meters
Bayonet: 16 in. cruciform blade

armed forces were enormous, and the
fact that this rifle was developed at all
speaks volumes for the determination
of the French army and industry. Ce
n’est pas parfait, mais 1l a fait c’est

le travail. EI

SPECIFICATIONS

MOUSQUETON AUTOMATIQUE
MODELE 1918 RIFLE

Caliber: 8mm balle D (a m)
and 8mm balle N
Overall Length: 43.25 In.
Barrel Length: 22.8 in.
Weight: 10.5 lbs.
Magazine: 5 rounds, clip loaded.
Sights: Front: block with
groove
Rear: square notch
ad|. from 250 to
2,000 meters
Bayonet: 10 in. cruciform blade
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The Benelli M4 EXT is made in
Italy, in the plant in Urbino and is
imported and made to be 922(r)
compliant. (Andy Grossman)
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M4 The Best Got Better!

By Patrick Sweeney

hotguns, as weapons, have been with us pretty much
since the beginning of gunpowder. Opting for a
payload instead of a projectile makes sense when
the distances are close and the time for precision aiming
might not be available. Plus, for a long time, with a few
exceptions, the US military choice for shotguns meant a
pump shotgun. That changed back in the 1990s when the
request for a self-loading shotgun went out to those
interested in having Uncle Sam as a customer. The result
was the first Benelli shotgun that was gas-operated and
became the M1014.

For those of us interested in such a tool, there was one
problem: import regs. The importation of a self-loading
shotgun within the regulatory limits meant that the end
result was a five-shot magazine. Now, 1f my choice was
between a five-shot shotgun and a sharp stick, I'd gleefully
grab the scattergun, but this 1s America, we're supposed
to have choices. Most of Benelli M4 EXT is made in
Italy, in the plant in Urbino (been there, often enough to
have a favorite restaurant) and 1s imported. However, to
comply with US manufacturing regulations in regard to
President George H.W. Bush’s 1989 imported “assault
weapons’ ban, still in effect unfortunately, final assembly
with US-manufactured parts is done in order to be 922(r)
compliant. In a nutshell, this Benelli M4 can legally have
the extended magazine tube and collapsible stock.

Benelli has now done it. The new Benelli M4 EXT is a
seven-plus-one shotgun just like the M 1014, and the stock
even collapses and extends, as well. Let’s take a walk around
the new M4 (oops, M4 EXT) to see what we see, kick the
tires, slam the doors and take 1t for a test-drive, shall we?

Externally, all 1s as-expected. We have a barrel with
a front sight post to match the ghost ring rear on the
receiver. The barrel 1s cylindrical, that 1s, 1t 1s not ribbed.
Beneath the front sight housing 1s the magazine tube
band, where the magazine nut tightens down to hold the
assembly together. On an interesting note, the M4 EXT
comes equipped with internal choke tubes. These are on
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BENELLIPS M4 EXT SHOTGUN

the Benelli/Mobil pattern, so you will be able to find them
everywhere. Unlike the military M 1014, which has a fixed,
cylinder-bore choke, you can change yours to what you
want. I'm going to steal a line from Jim Tarr, and note that
the USMC (the first adopter of the M1014) did not spring
for screw-1n chokes, 1n part “because they knew marines
would lose them, break them, or make them pregnant” and
decided fixed was better. This one came with a modified
choke tube 1nstalled.

Once you wrestle the M4 EXT apart for cleaning (and
you are going to have to read the manual to do 1t), you’ll
see the A.R.G.O. system that drives things. This 1s a pair
of self-contained pistons attached to the barrel (not user-
serviceable) that are self-regulating and that self-adjust to

The barrel extension is part of the barrel, so
the aluminum receiver doesn’t have to

take the load of chamber pressure
when fired. (Patrick Sweeney)

&7
v/ NN

he widest variety of payloads. The barrel 1s chambered for
hree-inch shells, so you have the full gamut of 2-3/4- and
hree-inch shells to choose from, from light skeet loads to
three-inch goose loads suitable for finishing off crippled
B-17s coming back from Schweinfurt. If you are going to
use less-lethal and other loads, you’ll have to learn to get
good at hand-cycling the action. The A.R.G.O. system 1s
patented and does not require disassembly for cleaning.

The handguards are polymer and clamped in place
between the magazine tube assembly and the barrel gas
system housing. The gas system housing also has a sling
loop assembly 1n 1t, which can be reversed to let you

<4 The drilled and tapped
receiver means you

can install a mounting plate
like this one, and then

a red dot optic. Mesa
Tactical and Aimpoint for
the win. (Patrick Sweeney)

» The M4 EXT comes
built for screw-in choke
tubes. It comes with a
modified choke in place.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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The A.R.G.O. system,
with two pistons and is
self-regulating and cleaning,
shoots softly. (Patrick Sweeney)
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Out of the box the M4 EXT is sleek and
ready for action. (Patrick Sweeney)

install a sling on either the right or left side. Being
right-handed, I left it where 1t usefully was, even
though I don’t use slings on shotguns. More on that
in a bit and why. The handguards are slim, which

I like, but do not have any provision for a light system, The aluminum receiver has a generous ejection port,
which I find curious, but there are lots of ways to mount and Picatinny rails bolted on top. Behind 1t 1s a ghost ring
lights on shotguns, so not a problem. sight, and the sight 1s adjustable for windage and eleva-

tion. The adjustment screws have slots that fit the rim of a
shotshell, so you don’t have to have a screwdriver on hand
in order to make changes. The charging handle sticks out
of the bolt on the right side, and while it 1s not big, 1t 1s
big enough and you are unlikely to miss i1t. Directly below
the charging handle when the bolt 1s closed you’ll find the
large but flat bolt-closing button. When the bolt 1s locked
back you press that button to close the bolt.

The trigger housing has the rest of the controls. Obvi-
ously, there’s the trigger. Behind 1t, in the housing portion
behind the trigger, 1s the safety. Safety button out to the
right 1s safe, pressed to the left is fire. On the right side,

The M4 EXT is chambered for 2-3/4- and three-inch shells. Pve  21€ad of the trigger, 1s the cartridge drop lever. If you
never felt the need for three-inch shells. (Patrick Sweeney)

The sling swivel attachment on the barrel gas system loop. The Benelli M4 EXT comes with iron sights and a Picatinny
(Patrick Sweeney) rail for optics. (Andy Grossman)
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<« The front sight
is a blade with

a white dot in

it. It is mounted
on a very sturdy
housing.

(Patrick Sweeney)

» The rear ghost
ring sights are
made to be
adjusted using
the rim of a shot-
shell. No screw-
drivers needed.
(Patrick Sweeney)

The charging handle isn’t the biggest, but it is plenty big
enough. The bolt-close button below it is more than big
enough. (Patrick Sweeney)

want to lock the bolt back you have to press that little
lever back. Otherwise, yanking the charging handle back
just cycles the bolt back and forth, and it won’t lock open.
It’s all in the manual and some practice with the M4 EXT
unloaded will soon have you getting things right.

The stock 1s where things get really interesting. I have to
‘fess up, when I first pulled the M4 EXT out of the box,

The stock extends, and the button to unlock it is the squar-
ish one above and behind the pistol grip. (Patrick Sweeney)

08 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

The safety is a button behind the trigger, in the trigger
guard. Ahead of it, with the red dot, is the cartridge drop
lever. (Patrick Sweeney)

I took a look at the stock and thought “Well that’s ugly,

it probably feels as bad as it looks.” 1 was wrong. It feels
great. I have come to really dislike pistol-grip shotguns, but
the stock on the M4 EXT actually feels right. The adjust-
ments for me, anyway, are to full extension. For those with
shorter arms, or wearing body armor or heavy clothing,
then the multiple steps in-between full extension and fully
collapsed will be useful. The stock locks securely 1n each

The six-position stock, showing the notches for the other

five besides fully extended. (Patrick Sweeney)
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If you’re a 1911 fan looking for the ease and reliability
of a premier striker-fire pistol, look no further than the
new STK series. Available in full-size, mid-size and

> compact, you'll quickly realize that the STK is a lot

4 more than meets the eye.
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BENELLIPS M4 EXT SHOTGUN

setting, and the button on the side of the stock is your
control to unlock and slide in or out. The butt of the stock
has a rubber recoil pad.

Loading the M4 EXT 1s easy. Cycle the bolt to make
sure the hammer 1s cocked. Safety on. Shove shells into the
loading port, past the lifter, until they lock in the magazine
tube. There’s something about the geometry of the parts
there (or maybe I need to put a bunch more ammo through
the M4 EXT than I already have), but the rim will catch
at the magazine tube opening and you have to make sure
you shove 1t past. Just be brisk about it, and don’t baby
the effort. Once the tube 1s full, press the cartridge drop
lever back. A shell will pop out of the mag tube. Now work
the charging handle and you have a chambered round.
Shove another shell in to replace the fed one, and you're
fully-loaded and set to go. If you didn’t click the cartridge
drop lever, cycling the bolt won’t cause a shell to be fed
out of the magazine tube. That’s a difference from earlier
designs of competitors shotguns that you’ll have to learn.

The finishes of the previous versions have been black
anodized aluminum and phosphated steel. The M4 EXT
shipped here was done up in Desert Tan Cerakote. I yanked
the Picatinny rail off of it and installed a Mesa Tactical
base, then clamped an Aimpoint Acro on top. For a lot of

< The lifter on the M4
EXT is slotted, so you
can see if there’s a shell
waiting there or gain
access in a malfunction
(as if that would ever
happen with a Benelli).
(Patrick Sweeney)

» | use the sling swivel
as a hand stop for
recoil control and

consistent positioning.
(Patrick Sweeney)

competition, I still use beads. The ghost ring system is fast
and easy (I earned an “E” ticket at Gunsite a long time ago,
with ghost ring sights on a shotgun) but red-dots are the
modern, and the modern this time is better. Wicked fast
and accurate. Oh, and the sling swivel out front? I use such
extras as a hand stop to get my hand positioned the same
way every time, and to get more recoil control.

When 1t comes to performance, every shotgun 1s a law
unto itself, or so it seems. The modern wads we now get
have tightened up the patterns to a great deal, but you
still have to test. I was also fortunate to have on hand
a new chronograph, the Garmin Xero C1 Pro, which 1s
fully capable of chronographing shotgun payloads. My
previous radar one could not—skyscreens were a fraught
proposition, as the wads and other stuff would scrape
the skyscreens off of my sensors. Now I know how fast
the “bucket o’shot” I'm launching is going, and it can be
eye-opening. The Benelli M4 EXT i1s listed as weighing
eight pounds, and when you are hurling over an ounce of
lead at Mach 1.4, your shoulder tells you about 1t. I hap-
pened to have another shotgun along to test one day, and
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The M4 EXT is fast-cycling. One empty is barely clear, and the bolt is halfway closed on the next one. (Patrick Sweeney)

60 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025



_EST.1976

Starline’s new line of
high quality rifle brass
hits the mark, every
time, so you can too.
Superior quality brass
at the best possible
price — Starline’s rifle

brass is a Value that
Holds True.

PURCHASE FROM YOUR
FAVORITE RELOADING

SUPPLIER OR ORDER
FACTORY DIRECT.

100% AMERICAN &

MADE & OWNED STARLINEBRASS.COM | 1(800) 280-6660 na
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BENELLIPS M4 EXT SHOTGUN

Shotguns don’t usually show flash, but if you shoot enough,

you eventually get some. With the soft recoil of the M4 EXT,

a lot of shooting is no big deal. (Andy Grossman)

The Federal Flitecontrol wad often
produces patterns like this, or even
tighter. (Patrick Sweeney)

<4 One session
with slugs was
enough, and the
M4 EXT shoots
slugs well.
(Patrick Sweeney)

BENELLI M4 EXT SHOTGUN
CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

Ammunition

Sellier & Bellot 9P 00B 094 3
Hornady Critical Defense 9P 00B 1,487 4
-ederal Personal Defense | 9P 00B 1,199 4
-~ederal Premium 16P 1B .27 D
~ederal TruBall 10z slug | 1,25 N 5% i;:érds
Pattern results were to be averages of four shots at 10 yards

off a Champion shooting rest. Slug group five shots.
Velocities are averages of five shots measured on a Garmin

Xero chronograph.
...
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If you want a dense pattern with 00
buckshot, then Critical Defense is a
good starting point. (Patrick Sweeney)

For a more-open pattern for use on
bowling pins, | often opt for S&B,
old-school constructed buckshot shells.
(Patrick Sweeney)

the M4 EXT was decidedly softer in recoil than the other,
despite both being gas operated.

I also have to point out that while this 1s America, and
you have choices, one of those choices i1s not “all of 1t.”
You cannot both have wide-open “alley sweeper” patterns
and super-tight patterns of all the 00 buck pallets covered
by the palm of your hand. As Goethe once said, you must
choose. However, you can choose by selecting ammunition.

The Federal loads, with their Flitecontrol wad, deliv-
er tight patterns, but for some uses I opt for the S&B, a
traditional construction, because I want the spread. So, at
ten yards, I was getting four-inch patterns, ditto with the
Hornady Critical Defense load, and their wad. With the
Sellier & Bellot, I was getting eight to 10-inch patterns,
which 1s perfect for use on bowling pins. So, test, know,
and choose for your needs. I walked over to the rifle range
and set up a target at 50 yards to try the Federal TruBall,
and it shot well. Centered, a tad low, and about five inches
on average. I didn’t want to do more because shotgun slugs
from the bench are more than work, and I just wanted to
get an estimate. You will not be disappointed.

Now, on taking the M4 EXT apart for cleaning. First, 1t
won’t need much, since the bore 1s chrome-plated and the




e Shown with optional
BCM M3 Cheek Risers

SCM Stock Mod 3

Removable buttpad with diamond textured non-slip surface
Patented internal latch system, US Patent Number 9,109,855
Both horizontal and vertical web sling attachment points
Extremely small and lightweight, 6.4 ozs, with tool-less install
Double-walled H-Beam construction for extreme durability

Compatible with the versatile new BCM M3 Cheek Risers,
designed for use with taller optic systems

Two BCM M3 Cheek Riser heights available, approximately
.5 inch and .8 inch, with multiple mounting locations

RRAVOCOMPANYUSA.COM

ALL RIFLES -10% OFF MSRP THROUGH DECEMBER

SIG PES7 TYPE RIFLE

MSRP $6,995 A\
Scope mounts $750 |
The PES7 7.5 Swiss or 308 Win cal. Built on an original
all matching parts kit using US manufactured receiver & hammer
forged barrel. Comes with one 10rnd or 24rnd magazine with US
parts. 922r compliant.

STERLING SAR80 TYPE
RIFLE THE SAR80s

5.96 cal. Built on original parts kit using US manufactured receiver &
hammer forged barrel. Comes with one 30rnd mag. 922r compliant.

RECEIVER KITS AND BARRELS FOR THE FOLLOWING RIFLES:

Beretta AR70/90 rifles, receivers & barrels, Sterling SAR80
receivers & barrels, SIG PE57 7.5 barrels, Beretta AR70 receivers.
Coming soon AR70 Barrels and parts kits. ’

Please call or visit our website to place an
order. Visa, AMEX, MC, Discover

BravoCompanyMFG.com ¢ Hartland, WI U.S.A.
Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626)

Pricing subject to change without notice. Please see website for current pricing.

FLECHETTE
SHOTGUN AMMO

LONG RANGE - BORE SAFE - HIGH PERFORMANCE

DEFENDING YOUR LIFE?
WITH HARDENED FIN STABILIZED

STEEL FLECHETTES
i A

CHUNKS OF DEFORMED
BUFFERED LEAD BUCKSHOT?

PATENTED SABOTS - NEWMFG FLECHETTES
12GA234 WITH19ALECHETTES MV 1925 FPS
410GA212 WITH7 ALECHETTES MV 1750 FPS

SABOT DESIGNS LLC

541-770-6047 10AM-5PM PST
WWW.SABOTDESIGNS.COM

OPTICS COMPANY

A Difference So Clear, You Can See It

Afull line optics company located in sunny Arizona. In business  includes shipping & handling

for over 35 years worldwide, over 25 years in the USA. LIFETIME WARRANTY

SUPER SPECIAL 1 Regular Price $135.00 each

GET ONE FOR A DEAL OF ONLY $60.00
GET TWO FOR $100.00 COMPLETE

RD 432 1X30 WITH FOUR DIFFERENT CROSSHAIRS

RD 432 1x30 same great value as the standard red dot except that this
one has a longer housing as is more massive. Features four (4) illuminated
reticles allowing the user to choose the style they prefer at any time. The brightness is adjusted by a knob on the
top that allows you to adjust from intensity 1 to intensity 11 the brightest. Includes your rings for easy mounting.
Very good in the day light and can be used on all type of weapons.

REGULAR PRICE $199.00

SUPER SPECIAL TREASURY PRICE $100.00
EACH OR GET TWO FOR $180.00

2003R3006 3-9X50E ILLUMINATED RETICLE HUNTING SCOPE

Great for all uses, especially great for low light hunting as the reticle is lit up and can be adjusted
for the brightness required protective lenses for both ends of the scope coated lens these are
30mm diameter housing to give you great light pick up in all type of lighting. Includes 30mm
weaver rings for free. Excellent eye relief also.

CONTACT STEVE AT | Orsend your order with check or money order to:

Phone: 602.690.6976 | Steve Kovary,
SCAN ME email order to steve@ijksales.com | 8194 W. Deer Valley Rd.
We accept most all credit cards. | Suite 106-347, Peoria, AZ 85382

LOOKING FOR DEALERS OR DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH & EAST COAST

Follow us on Instagram! Follow us on Facebook!

You can view the complete line at: www.ijksales.com
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The M4 EXT is elaborate in disassembly. Pay attention, read the manual, and
even take notes if you have to. Once you know how, it is easy. (Patrick Sweeney)

A.R.G.O. system 1s self-cleaning. However, you will have
to do some. You will have to read the manual. You will
have to pay close attention to what comes off of where,
and at times, you will feel like you need three hands. At
one point, I was juggling four parts while compressing the
magazine tube spring, and thought I was going to actually
have to ask for help. So, you have been warned.

The Benelli M4 EXT 1s a home run. You get all the
details that the mil-spec model has, plus interchangeable
choke tubes and no D.I. screaming at you. El

SPECIFICATIONS BENELLI M4 EXT SHOTGUN

Type: Hammer-fired semi-automatic

Caliber: 12 Gauge, 2-3/4 In. & 3 In.
Capacity: /7+1 rounds
Barrel: 13.51n.
Overall Length: 40 in.
Weight: 7 lbs. 13 oz.

Finish: Anodized aluminum, polymer

Sights: Ghost ring, Picatinny rall

Trigger: 5 lbs. 9 oz.
MSRP: $2,599

Contact: BenelllUSA.com
...
Aimpoint: Aimpoint.com, (87 7) 246-7646
Federal Premium: FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100
Hornady Ammunition: Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220
Mesa Tactical: Mesatactical.com, (7 75) 333-9300

Sellier & Bellot Ammunition: SellierBellot.us
|
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hen your famous father

appoints you Caesar at age 7/,

you're stepping into some very
big sandals. But when that father is Emperor
Constantine the Great, those sandals can
be epic!

Constantius ll, became Caesar at 7, and

a Roman Emperor at age 20. Today, he

Is remembered for helping continue his
father’'s work of bringing Christianity to
the Roman Empire, as well as for his valiant
leadership in battle.

But for many collectors, his strongest
legacy Is having created one of the most
fascinating and unique bronze coinsin
the history of the Roman Empire: the
“Gladiator’s Paycheck”.

The Gladiators Paycheck

Roman bronze coins were the “silver

dollars” of their day. They were the coins
used for dally purchases, as well as for the
payment of wages. Elite Roman Gladiators—
paid to do battle before cheering crowds

iIn the Colosseum—often received their
monthly ‘paycheck’ in the form of Roman
bronze coins.

But this particular Roman bronze has a
gladiator pedigree like no other! Minted
between 348 to 361 AD, the Emperor’s
portrait appears on one side of this coin.
The other side depicts a literal clash of

the gladiators. One warrior raises his
spear menacingly at a second warrior on
horseback. Frozen in bronze for over 1,600
years, the drama of this moment can still
be felt when you hold the coin. Surrounding
this dramatic scene is a Latin inscription—
a phrase you would never expectin a
million years!

Happy Days are Here Again

The Latin inscription surrounding the
gladiators reads: “Happy Days are Here
Again” (Fel Temp Reparatio). You see, at

F]ﬁ, ROMAN GLADIATORS FROZEN IN TIME FOR OVER 1,600 YEARS

FOUND: 1,600-YEAR-OLD —
ROMAN GLADIATOR COINS 4SS

Hold the Glory of Rome
In the Palm of Your Hand

the time these coins were designed,
the Emperor had just won several
Important military battles against
the foes of Rome. At the same time,
Romans were preparing to celebrate
the 1100th anniversary of the founding
of Rome. That's why this joyful
Inscription was added - to mark these
momentous occasions.

A Miracle of Survival for 1,600
Years

For more than sixteen centuries,
these stunning coins have survived
the rise and fall of empires,
earthquakes, floods and two world
wars. The relatively few Roman
bronze coins that have survived
were often part of buried treasure
hoards, hidden away for centuries
until rediscovered.

These authentic Roman coins can be
found in major museums around the

world. But today, thanks to GovMint.

com, you can find them a little closer to
home: your home!

Approximately
17-20 mm
Reserve Your Coins Today!

These Roman Gladiator Bronze Coins are
not available in stores. Call now to reserve
yours. Orders will be accepted on a strict
first-call, first-served basis. Sold-out orders
will be promptly refunded. Act now!

Claim your very own genuine Roman
Gladiator Bronze Coin for less than $40
(plus s/h). Each coinis protected in a clear
acrylic holder for preservation and display.
A Certificate of Authenticity accompanies
your coin.

Roman Gladiator Bronze Coin

Regularly priced $49-95
Offer price $39.95

FREE SHIPPING over $99!

Limited time only. Product total over
$99 before taxes (if any). Standard
domestic shipping only. Not valid on
previous purchases.

SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

1-888-324-6498

Offer Code RGB251-04

Please mention this code when you call.

GOVIVINT

Unfortunately, quantities are extremely
limited. Less than /750 coins are currently
available. Demand is certain to be
overwhelming so call now for your best
chance at obtaining this authentic piece of
the Roman Empire.

Satisfaction Guaranteed

We invite you to examine your coin in your
home or office—with the confidence of our
30-day Satisfaction Guarantee.

GOVMINT - 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. RGB251-04 , Eagan, MN 55121

GOVMINT® isabrandof Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMSis aretail distributor of coinand currencyissues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coinmarketis
unregulated, highly speculative and involvesrisk. AMS MAKES NO WARRANTIES,REPRESENTATIONS, ORPROMISES AS TO ITSPRODUCTS EXCEPT THOSESET FORTHINITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS,
ANDNO IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS ARE MADE. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change significantly over
time. Allpurchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our Termsand Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to our 30 day Return
Policy, (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). © Allrights reserved.
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The hydraulic buffer makes recoil soft, and the muzzle stays l

down during recoil. The brass is vigorously ejected, but not
flung into the next zip code. (Patrick Sweeney)

BRUGGER &

THOMET’S spcg

The Best of All Worlds In a Pistol-Caliber Carbine

By Patrick Sweeney

f you want to have the most fun and shoot the fastest, based carbine because a lot of their officers were familiar
I short of splurging on something select-fire, the best with that platform—they also wanted MP5 controls. They
option 1s a pistol-caliber carbine (PCC). Let me tell you wanted 1t in 9mm because 1t was lower-cost training and

about Brigger & Thomet (B&T) a Swiss defense manufac- because some of the ranges they used were not rated for

turer that got started back in the old days—as in 1991. B&T  5.56 or .300 Blackout.

does things differently. They build what customers ask for. The designers at B&T sharpened their pencils and came

They will build it to the best quality standards, to the precise  up with the carbine I'll call the SPC9, but it really 1s at

dimensions, and to be as reliable and durable as possible. least thirty different carbines, the design i1s so adaptable.
So, enter the B&T SPC9. This looks, at first glance, The sub-model that was sent to me 1s known in the catalog

to be another AR-15-based 9mm carbine. Yes, and no. as the BT-500010. It 1s a carbine, with a sixteen-inch

It handles like an AR-15, and 1t shoots 9mm ammo, but threaded barrel, a telescoping AR-15 stock, and uses the

there’s more, a lot more, here. Why? Because a particular B&T-designed magazines. (But with a swap of the non-

law enforcement agency in Europe wanted an AR-15- serialized lower receiver, I could use Glock, SIG P320 or
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The B&T SPC9, in this version that | call “fifty-ten”
(due to its stock number), is a full-sized carbine,
but a lot handier than you’d think. (Patrick Sweeney)

Walther P99, or soon to be HK MP5 magazines). I opted
for B&T mags for several reasons, one of which was it was
readily available.

Let’s start with the upper, as an upper assembly. The
upper 1s aluminum and hard-coat anodized Type III.

As the firearm, the upper is the serialized part, and has the
serial number 1n at least two places. The flat-top upper has
a full-length rail on top, for mounting sights or optics.
Everything that fits on a rail of an AR-15 will fit on top
of an SPC9. The rest of the handguard has M-LOK slots
on 1t, so you have all kinds of choices. On the “fifty-ten,”
which 1s the term I coined for this variant based on its
stock number, the handguard goes out almost to the end
of the barrel, with clearance enough for a flash hider,
muzzle brake or suppressor.

Inside the upper 1s a hydraulic buffer-assisted blowback
action, which should come as no surprise as the 9mm has
proven amenable to a blowback design for more than a
century now. You'll note the lack of both a forward assist
(but the bolt has been serrated to manually close the bolt
with a thumb, if necessary) and a hinged dust cover over
the ejection port. The agency took a pass on those, since
they had not felt disadvantaged by the lack of them on

There is no dust cover door, no forward assist, but there are
ambidextrous controls for everything. (Patrick Sweeney)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

previous 9mm carbines and submachine guns. The hydrau-
lic buffer softens the impact as the system bottoms out at
the end of the recoil stroke.

The buffer tube 1s AR-15 compatible. Since this buffer
tube 1s mil-spec 1n diameter, the world 1s your oyster as far
as aftermarket stocks are concerned.

Now that were at the back end of the upper receiver, we
can talk about the two different charging handle systems.
“Say what?” You're thinking. Yes, there’s an AR charging
handle at the rear of the upper receiver, but there 1s also
a non-reciprocating HK/MP5/APC9 charging handle on
the left side of the handguard, out in front of the receiver.
The agency figured 1t would be easier to have carbines with
both, than to re-train MP3S officers to the AR-15 charging
handle location. There 1s one difference, and that is that
the SPC9 MP5-location charging handle does not have a
lock-open notch. However, since the bolt locks back on an
empty magazine, you don’t need one. Alas, on the SPC9
there’s no sexy “MP3J slap” to chamber a round, sometimes
style has to give way to substance.

Before we get to the interior of the lower, let’s talk mag-
azines, as in B&T magazines. The magazines are polymer
except for the spring. The tubes are translucent, and the

The handguard
on fifty-ten extends
almost out to the
muzzle, but there’s
still room for a brake,
suppressor, or flash hider.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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BRUGGER & THOMET’S SPC9

There’s also an MP5-like charging
handle, for those who learned on that
iconic submachine gun. Sweeney
chose the Aimpoint T-2 as his optic.
(Patrick Sweeney)

The upper is the firearm, the lower is just a
polymer shell that holds the magazines and
fire controls. Pick the magazine type you
want, and you’re set. (Patrick Sweeney)

p———

—

The SPC9, taken apart enough to do
all the cleaning you’ll need to do.
(Patrick Sweeney)

feed lips are the same material, thicker, but not metal rein-
forced. “Not needed” was the reply to my question of their
lack of metal reinforcement. Instead of a rolled lip at the
bottom that a baseplate slides over, B&T made the tubes
with a set of holes in the front and rear. The baseplate ex-
tends up into the magazine, and two arms on the baseplate
flex into the holes and hold the baseplate in place. I have
to tell you I was leery of this at first. I mean, really? First,
no metal reinforcements and now a spring-plate retention
design? But, I resisted my urge to wrap the baseplate in
place with strapping tape and duct tape, and used them
as-1s. They never failed.

The magazines fit into the lower as you’d expect and are
held 1in place with a magazine catch lever that is located

in the same place as an AR-15, but works as a lever not a
spring-loaded plunger. The lower has controls where you'd
expect (it does follow the pattern of the AR-15 after all)
so the bolt hold-open (also located on both sides) lets you
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The stock assembly and the buffer
assembly are a unit, and you won’t
need to take them apart but a few
times in your life. (Patrick Sweeney)

lock the bolt back without a magazine, and
the safety 1s ambidextrous (or as Jim Tarr likes
to hound us about 1t, bilaterally symmetric) and the trigger
and pistol grip are right where you expect as well. Since the
pistol grip 1s a separate part, you can readily swap that one
out for something else, which I would do were this blaster
staying here. But inside i1t has some real differences, and
great improvements, over the AR-15.

First of all, the trigger mechanism 1s the one-stage

design of your basic mil-spec AR trigger setup, but 1t feels

The hammer can be cocked with the safety on, which is an
interesting designh addition. (Patrick Sweeney)
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The bolt is a big piece of Swiss steel, and
the extractor looks stout enough to pull a
Buick. (Patrick Sweeney)

a whole lot better than a rack-grade M4 trigger, for sure.
The second one was a surprise to me, in part because I
customarily do my initial range trip and testing without
reading the owner’s manual. I loaded up, tested, did my
chrono and accuracy work, and handled 1t as if 1t were just
another AR-15 based PCC. Imagine my surprise when, on
reading the literature I encountered the fact that the safety
can be applied regardless of the hammer being cocked

or not. “Wait, what? You're kidding!” When I read that, I
had to stop reading, run down to the shop and check that
out for myself. Well, I'll be dog-gonned. You can not only
apply the safety regardless of the hammer being cocked or
forward, but you can also work the action and thus cock
the hammer with the safety applied. This allows loading

The magazines are polymer except
for the spring. Yes, no steel in the
feed lips. If Swiss engineers say it
isn’t needed, then it isn’t needed.
(Patrick Sweeney)

The baseplates are flush and fit into the
tubes by means of circular holes. A clever
system that is made tighter when loaded.
(Patrick Sweeney)

and unloading, chamber-checking, disassembly, all with-
out having to move the safety from the safe position.
Okay, this 1s the point where we have to go into the
disassembly, because there are a few things that are dif-
ferent. Unload and ease the bolt forward. Just as on an
AR-15, press the two captured pins out to the right, and
pull the trigger group down from the receiver. Oh, wait,
the stock assembly does not come with 1t? That’s right,
the trigger assembly 1s a polymer shell with the needed
parts installed 1n 1t. So, there you are, you have the trigger
assembly off, now what? Easy. Just pull the stock assembly
straight back out of the upper receiver. It should slide out
without any fuss or muss. Then you can pull the charging
handle and bolt out. The charging handle comes out as a

Add a suppressor to a PCC (like this Silent Legion 9mm) and you have a giggle-worthy combo. (Patrick Sweehney)
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BRUGGER & THOMET’S SPC9

standard AR-15 handle does because
unlike some companies, B&T doesn’t
hate you. The bolt 1s your basic big
piece of Swiss steel, machined with

a recessed breechface, and a husky
extractor. For ejection, there’s a slot in
the bolt for the fixed ejector to ride in,
and if you wonder where the ejector
1s, it’s the bolted-on plate on the left
side of the receiver, just ahead of the
B&T logo.

I tested the SPC9 1n the usual
way, spending fun times at the range
generating chrono and accuracy data,
and mowing down the club plate racks
with merry abandon, but I also hauled
The B&T SPC9 is a perfect tool to clean up at The Pin Shoot, in the PCC events. it up to The Pin Shoot, because there
Yes, now there are two of them. (Patrick Sweeney) 1s a very much fun event at the shoot
called, not surprisingly, the “PCC
Optional.” The layout is simple:
twelve bowling pins, on three shelves
of four, with a pair of penalty pins in
the middle of two of the three shelves.
i The process is simple: on the start
- buzzer, lift your PCC up off of the rail
E and shoot to knock the twelve pins in
~ front of you off the table as quickly
as possible. The fastest shooter in that
event, at the end of the week, gets to
be first to walk up to the prize table
for the PCC category and pick what
they want. You get to put as many
rounds 1n the magazine as you wish,
but if you need more than one or two
extra In a run, you won’t win.

Now, I already had a really tuned-
up PCC to compete with, but fun 1s
fun and not everyone has a PCC. So,
I took the SPC9 along to use as a
backup, and a loaner. I posted a time
with my main gun that got me on the
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This is the array you will face, at 25 _ _

feet, when you step to the line for the Fifty yards with a red-dot and this is prize table, and a few of my friends
PCC Optional at The Pin Shoot. what you can do with the B&T SPC9. thrashed the SPC9 heinously, sluicing
(Patrick Sweeney) (Patrick Sweeney)

B&T USA SPC9 SPORT CARBINE CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

Ammunition Bullet Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) ES SD Accuracy (Avg. & Best) (in.)
Fiocchi FMJ ) 15 1,289 38 a2 1857 1.2
Barnaul FMJ 1515 1,199 29 13.7 1L.9% 15
American Eagle Suppressor 124 1,029 11 D T
Hornady Subsonic XTP 147 1,057 27 9.9 Ta3f 1.

Accuracy results were to be averages of three, five-shot groups at 50 yards off a Champion shooting rest. Velocities are averages
of 10 shots measured on a Labradar chronograph set to read 15 feet from the muzzle.
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REGON ORDNANGE GOMPANY

N6171 Schraven Circle * Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC » 920-922-0737 FAX

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE Gun
SEMI AUTO oz

Russian mainstay

of WWII and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62x54R. Comes with
(2) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

Call us about California complient models of this gun,

54995.00

¥
¥
"._ -
- - -

CZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH
TORCH CUT

RECEIVER AS PER BATF

b‘L"
Belts included

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

= b Irn]

$1995.00

Cal.7.62x54R

.—A—I—

BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$395.00

308 1919 A4

Semi Auomaic Belt Loaders

Available at
« U.S. Gl Parts 3395
« Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
* Metal links and manual included

* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.
* (Google for more Info.

» A few available.

$2995.00

Exact copy of 1.8,
1919A4 L MG

_E

-Faranes ol T -

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP {7.65mm

» Hard case

* (2) 20rd magazine

e Owners manual

» Both plastic & wood grips

Complete kits with barrels $425.00
Semi-auto receivers $395,00

Factory Threaded barrel Guns available at $995.00

Extra 20rd mags
available for $30.00

Plus shipping

M79 GRENADE LAUNCHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500 Complete guns
Complete $3,000 57,300 [

M240B LMG ScMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories
+ Tripods available

$15,000.00

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZIHES
For the SWD M-11 Sl SMG

* §0 rounders $99.00
* Ower 18,000 sold-Supplies runhing low
* Guaranteed for fit and function in the

SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

$29.00 JU) Rounders

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG SEMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

« Tripods and
scopes available

WANT TO BUY!

ﬁ .DIICI'IEF:.

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections,
Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!

FULL TIME CLASS Illl DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975

e



BRUGGER & THOMET’S SPC9
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With a few runs, | was within a few tenths of my time with
my purpose-built PCC 9mm. (Maybe | should switch?)
(Patrick Sweeney)

a few gallons of ammo through 1t without a failure. The
Aimpoint T-2 was a big help here and was loved by all.
When they had a break, I took it to the line myself, and
within a few runs (you get to re-enter the Optionals as
much as you want) I was within a few tenths of a second
to my best time using my main gun. Hmmm... this will
require some re-thinking. One of the things that made the
SPC9 so wicked fast on the pins was the softer recoil the
hydraulic buffer provided.

Now, all this goodness and competitive advantage does
not come cheap. The lowest price I could find for the
model that 1s the fifty-ten was $2,600. However, this 1s not
out of line with top-notch AR-15-based PCCs, and I know
of a slew of models that can run as much as a grand more
than the price of the SPC9. Nothing 1n 1ts quality tier will
beat the price of the B&T SPC9, and anything that does
beat it in price 1s going to come with something as a hin-
drance. Simply put, if you are ready to pay for quality, you
will not find something in the PCC that delivers as much
as the SPC9 does without paying more. El
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SPECIFICATIONS
B&T USA SPC9 SPORT CARBINE

Type: Hammer-fired semi-automatic
Caliber: 9mm
Capacity: 195, 20, 25, 30+1
Barrel: 16in.
Overall Length: 34 in.
Weight: 6 lbs. 6 oz.
Finish: Blued steel, anodized aluminum, polymer
Sights: Aimpoint T-2 (as tested)
Trigger: 4 lbs. 8 oz.
MSRP: $2,600
Contact: BT-USA.com, (813) 653-1200

e
Aimpoint, Inc.
Aimpoint.com, (87 7) 246-7646

Hornady Ammunition
Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

Federal Ammunition
FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100

Fiocchi Ammunition
FiocchiUSA.com, (417) 725-4118
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FFL or C&R required

308 cal/ 7 62/51mm, nice bores, great shape. When that semi auto

wonder wand 1s jammed. fouled and ying on the ground crying, this old soldier is
flickin’ brass. $324 88, hand select add $20.00.

BRITISH MK 3 DRILL PURPOSE RIFLES
FFL or C&K required

Many of these rifles have a pin preventing the bolt from closing, but
all have "DP" markings. No holes are dnlled in the receiver or barrel. some

appear to even have nice bores. Different mostly English mfg and early dates. Sold as is.
A treasure trove for only $74.88. $20.00 hand select while supplies last.

1893 SPANISH MAUSER LONG RIFLES

Pretty good shape, might be missing small part or need TLC.
fmm the ariginal “homet” only $225.00 for this legend. Original bayonet

as Is packed in cosmoline $69.88. C&R or FFL req. "THE HORNET"

Flunters Lodge Corporation
I’I|$tomml vircarms and Accoutrements

NO CREDIT
CARDS-

CHECK
OR MONEY

ORDER ONLY

Put in storage immedi-

FFL or C&R req / ately after the war. A little

B rough around the edges but complete
and working none the less. Good cond. A true survivor for only $247.88. Hand

.| select add $25.00. Sling $14.50.

FFL or
C&R required

Good to very good.

Ole Zeke found a long forgotten
warehouse in the Ukrainian countryside with these Russian rifles that have not been

refinished and likely untouched since WW2. Hand select add $20.00, sling and clean-
ing rod included.

ITALIAN ARTILLERY CARBINES

FFL or C&R required

Flat shooting super accurate 6.5mm artillery carbine with folding bayonet & other
variants, manufactured with typical ltalian style and finesse. Good bores and overall

great condifion. Only $199.00. Hand select add $20.00, leather sling $9.00.
1910 MEXICAN MAUSER RIFLES

fmm large ring 98 style action. Good overall shape, might be missing
part or bolt. as is $88.00. C&R or FFL req.

6.5MM ITALIAN CARCANO CARBINES
As |s, off the top, all different models $99.00. C&R or FFL req.

INDIAN MILITARY KUKRI KNIVES
wfleather sheath. Very good condition $41.00.
1940°S U.S. MILITARY GAHENDRA MARTINI
AXE ,, BEAUTIFUL HANDSOME
$44.88 7 MEG WOOD STOCK SET
from | “ond. 00.
RAZOR | NEW. You
quality | Original. Supply limited.
Swedish steel. | GAHENDRA MARTINI RIFLE
Supply limited. | BBL Action/Rec $48.88

“OLE ZEKE’S” TREASURES

« CZ 52 SEMI AUTO ASSAULT RIFLES broken or missing stock and may-
be mussing part, but will include some extras. $119.00. FFL or C&R req.

« SPANISH 1916 SHORT RIFLES 7x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R
or FFL required.

« SPANISH M43 RIFLES 8x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R or FFL req.
« SWEDISH 1896 &8 VZ24 STOCK SETS can fit 93 and 98 rifles too w/
handguards, some hardware included, $47.88.

« HAND WOVEN EXTRA LARGE VAQUERO BLANKETS. Native hand
spun and woven blankets, different colors $36.88.

SWISS K31 BARREL RECEIVER/ACTION

Great condition, nice bores all function and go “click™. $109.88.

C&R or FFL req.

SPANISH “OVIEDO” SHORT RIFLE

ONLY $220.00. Add $20 for hand select
and $12 for sling. FFL or C&R required

1888 GERMAN COMMISSION RIFLE
NO FFL REQUIRED.

_g_—:f__‘%1

ANTIQUE Broken, may be missing parts, bolt is included. Find beautiful metal and
bores under a century of grease. Yours only $109.00.

“OLE ZEKE’'S” TREASURES

y py, (P JPEF » 891/30 MOSIN refinished, broken stock toe
it maybe missing small part.very nice Great deal!

$124.88. Hand select add $20.00. FFL or C&R

required.

* SWISS ALLOY CANTEEN, lined, can be used with

adult beverage $9.00.

« VZ24 BAYONET Nice! $28.00.

* BAYONET GRAB BAG, ¢ty 4 different, as is $38.88.

« Vietnam era unissued leather .38 SNUB NOSE

HOLSTER for belt or boot $14.50.

« WW2 US GI HELMETS, no liner $20.00.
OLD ZEHE « BRITISH NO4 MKI1 RIFLES as is $88.00.
C&R required. Hand select add $20.00.

* SPANISH M43 RIFLES 8x57 as is, off the top $99.00. C&R or FFL req.

* SWEDISH LEATHER AMMO BELT/BANDOLIER can {it a vari-

ety of rifle, cartridge handy, stylish piece $29.88.

« 1903 BRITISH .303 LEATHER AMMO BANDOLIER super cool

39.88.

« GERMAN MFG AK 47 BAYONET, beautiful, supply limited.

Only $39.88.

+ JAP ARISIKA BBL REC . T-99, T-38, CARBINE AND RITFLE. New
lot with more parts, bolts, etc. C&R or FFL required. $43.00.

L
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FFL or

Ordering Information: Please remit via check or money order. All firearms except those noted NO FFL REQL.- REQUIRE a signed in ink Dealer FFL. Please add sufficient shipping on all

orders. There is no min. order. All orders shipped as qui

ickly as possible without delays. Retums require a Customer Service RA number prior to retum. Retum shipping at customer’s

expense. No shipping charges refunded; in-house credit only. All prices subject to change. 20% Restock/Handling on Returns. Inspection period 3 days.

some pictures for
lustration only.

P.O.BOX 203 « TTITRIDGI TN 38456-0203.
Telephone # 931-766-0755 » e-mal: info{@hunterslodge.com = Check outl our websile al www. hunterslodge.com
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GCHIAPPA FIREARMS’ BIG BADGER RIFLE:

The Big Badger from Chiappa Firearms, available in
.30-30 Winchester, 350 Legend, and .410, is a single-shot

foraging and outdoors rifle in the tradition of survival

rifles of the mid-20th Century. (Pierangelo Tendas)

\

THE BIGGER, MEANER BADGER

Chiappa Firearms upscales the popular Little Badger single-

shot rifle into a bigger platform: the Big Badger is available
N .30-30 Winchester, .350 Legend and .410, a perfect

cost-effective tool for foraging or survivall

stablished 1n 1938, Chiappa Firearms has long been
known as one of Italy’s foremost manufacturers
of blank and signal guns, rimfire and small-caliber
sporting firearms, and most importantly, historic replicas:
the passion that the founder Ezechiele “Oscar” Chiappa
harbored for the epics of the Old West led him to start the
manufacture of a long, well-appreciated line of single-
action revolvers, lever-action rifles, break-barrel and
lever-action shotguns, and muzzleloading rifles, all replicas
of the guns that wrote history in the American West.

As time went by and new generations of the Chiappa
family succeeded him 1n the control of the family business,

74 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

By Pierangelo Tendas

the Chiappa Firearms product line saw a steep moderniza-
tion as focus shifted towards meeting the needs and tastes
of modern-day hunters and sport shooters: the early 2000s
saw the launch of a whole slew of .22 rimfire training
carbines and pistols patterned after modern designs such
as the M1911-A1 and M9 pistols, and the AR-135 rifle.

In 2010, Chiappa Firearms launched the Rhino line of
revolvers—quite possibly the design that can be single-
handedly credited as projecting revolvers in the world of
21st Century-viable defensive firearms. These would be
followed shortly by a long list of centerfire defensive
pistols and semi-automatic PDWs such as the RAK-9 and
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A The Big Badger is a larger-size version of the
popular Little Badger rimfire carbine, conceived
as an entry-level or backup hunting rifle, as a
survival rifle, or a training rifle for the younger
generations of outdoorsmen. (Pierangelo Tendas)

> All Big Badgers sold on the US market are
manufactured in Chiappa USA’s plant in Dayton,
Ohio. To this date, the only Big Badger variant,
not entirely made in the U.S,, is the .410 variant,
being temporarily manufactured in Chiappa
Firearms’ Turkish subsidiary while manufacturing
is set up stateside. (Pierangelo Tendas)

the CBR-9 “Black Rhino” dedicated to home
and property defense and to private security.

The most popular new entry in the “new wave” of A single shot rifle chambered 1n .22 Long Rifle, the mini-
Chiappa Firearms’ 21st Century products, however, was malist Little Badger would later evolve 1in a whole family
and still definitely 1s the “Little Badger” single shot rimfire  of rifles with the addition of .22 Winchester Magnum
carbine. This unassuming design was first launched at the Rimfire, .17 Hornady Magnum Rimfire, .17 Winchester
2013 SHOT Show and was inspired by the vintage M6 Short Magnum, and 9mm Flobert.

Aircrew Survival Weapon issued to USAF nuclear bomber Featuring a simple wire stock, a polymer quad-rail hand-
pilots who, 1n the early years of the Cold War, could be guard, and a set of M1 carbine-style polymer sights, the

tasked to hit targets in the USSR by flying the Arctic route.  Little Badger conquered the hearts and minds of shooters

The Chiappa Firearms Big Badger single-shot rifle, seen from
the right side: the 350 Legend and .30-30 Winchester variants are
essentially identical in all but caliber. (Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

The right side of Chiappa’s .410 Big Badger, which is identical to all
other variants, except for the caliber and a fixed red fiber
optic front sight. (Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)
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CHIAPPA FIREARMS’ BIG BADGER RIFLE

worldwide as the perfect modern garden gun, 1deal for
backyard plinking, small-game hunting, and outdoors.

A key feature of the Little Badger it retained all through
its 1iterations, including the “Deluxe” wooden furniture
versions and the limited editions with OD green furniture,
1s 1ts folding design. This handy 31-inch carbine can be
folded exactly in half, making it extremely packable for

All receivers of the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger series are
manufactured in stainless steel, finished in black. They’re
sturdy enough to withstand long-term use of .30-30, 350
Legend, or .410 shotshell while keeping overall weight just
over five pounds in all variants. (Pierangelo Tendas)

» ;""

The Chiappa Firearms Big Badger, in all its variants, fea-
tures an external hammer that must be manually cocked
before firing; the hammer can also be manually set to a
half-cock position to dub as a safety, but all versions also
come with a crossbolt manual safety for good measure.
(Pierangelo Tendas)
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The overall length of the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger
is cut exactly in half when folded, making it easier to transport
or store anywhere. (Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

easy effortless transportation and
reducing its bulk for safe storage.

Halfway through the 2010s, Chiap-
pa had already brought the concept
of break-open survival guns one step
further with their M6 line. In 2024,
the Italian company decided to up
their game by developing a scaled-up
version of the Little Badger itself that
would be much better suited to small-
and medium-game hunting, foraging,
and outdoor survival, owing to a
higher stopping power.

The Same Badger... Only Bigger

While Chiappa’s M6 combination rifles were based on
a completely different design; internal hammer, double
trigger, lever-actuated break action, the new Big Badger 1s
straight-out a scaled-up Little Badger in centerfire rifle or
shotgun configuration.

Three calibers are available so far: .30-30 Winchester
and .350 Legend for the rifled bore variants and .410 for
the smoothbore version. While the .410 and .30-30 Win-
chester are more or less universally available variants and
sold wherever Chiappa distributes its products, the .350
Legend 1s a distinctly American import given the higher
popularity of the straight-wall cartridges in the U.S. due to
state restrictions on hunting deer with bottle-necked car-
tridges. This restriction 1s foreign to the European, South
American, or Australian markets.

The Chiappa Big Badger 1s manufactured entirely out of
steel, with a full matte black finish. Given the higher power
of the calibers it’s chambered to, compared to the Little
Badger, Chiappa went for heavier-gauge steel and provid-
ed all variants with a remarkably sturdy locking lug that
engages a metal bar within the receiver.

Chiappa Firearms operates one of the largest sets of
multi-axis CNC machines of the Val Trompia known as
Italy’s “Gun Valley” within 1ts headquarters in the town of
Azzano Mella. This allows the company to manufacture
the receivers and most other metal components for the

The trigger guard of the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger is
squared and tight in front of it is the break-open lever,
easily activated by the shooter’s index finger.

(Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)



The position of all controls is such that the Big Badger is
readily ambidextrous; a horizontal extension can be placed
on the hammer crest for manual cocking when using a mag-
nified scope. (Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

The wire metal stock of the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger
features a rubberized recoil pad and a black polymer riser,
adjustable on three different positions for a proper and com-
fortable cheek weld. (Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

Big Badger in high numbers and at a low cost, without
allowing quality to slip and retaining the highest level of
consistency and tight specifications.

A curved lever, located in front of the trigger guard, can
be depressed just like a trigger to free the locking lug and
allow the barrel to pivot open for loading. A spring-loaded
automatic extractor engages the case at the rim (or extractor
groove, for the 350 Legend) and forcefully extracts it for
manual removal when the barrel tilts open.

—

The 350 Legend and .30-30 Winchester versions of the
Chiappa Firearms Big Badger feature a 12x28" thread at the
muzzle, covered by a black steel screw-on thread protec-
tor, to allow the use of sound suppressors or other muzzle
devices. (Pierangelo Tendas)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

As all Big Badger models are built around the same receiv-
er, all feature a notch cut just in front of the hammer: it is
meant to dub as a rear sight for the .410-caliber shotgun
version, which comes from factory with a fiber optic front
sight, but serves no practical purpose on the other variants.
(Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

The black polymer handguard of the Chiappa Firearms Big
Badger is clamped by four screws, two at the front and two
at the back. It comes with full-length top and bottom
Picatinny rails and two sets of M-LOK slots on the sides.
(Photo provided by Chiappa Firearms)

Unlike classic Boxlock designs, and much like the
Little Badger and most single-shot break-open rifles and
shotguns out there, Chiappa’s Big Badger rifle does not
cock automatically, either or open or close. The external
hammer must be cocked manually to fire each shot. A
“T”-shaped extension can be installed on the hammer to
make it easier to cock when the rifle 1s used with a scope.

The single-action trigger breaks at two to 3.5 pounds. It
1s not, as one may expect, as crisp and fluid as a well-tuned

The .410 Big Badger comes with a Mobilchoke MC1 modified
choke and a fixed red fiber optic front sight. (Pierangelo Tendas)
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CHIAPPA FIREARMS’ BIG BADGER RIFLE
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The .30-30 and 350 Legend versions of the Big Badger
feature absolutely no sighting arrangement from factory; the
use of an add-on optical sight is a necessity more than an
accessory. (Pierangelo Tendas)

bolt-action rifle, but 1t 1s nonetheless impressive for a break-
open single shot rifle, or shotgun, that was designed from
the ground up to be simple and budget-priced.

Like with the Little Badger, shooters can manually posi-
tion the hammer of the Big Badger rifles and shotguns to
half-cock, which will dub as a safety. For additional peace
of mind, the Big Badger also comes with a separate manu-
al safety in form of a conspicuous crossbolt button located
right smack 1n the middle of the receiver, which completely
blocks the trigger and 1s easily accessible by the shooter’s
thumb and index to engage and disengage.

The handguard of the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger i1s a
separate component, manufactured out of black polymer
and clamped to the barrel by two sets of screws, front and
rear. Unlike the stubby quad-rail handguard of the Little
Badger, this one provides a full-length MIL-STD 1913
Picatinny rail at both 12 o’clock and six o’clock positions,
offering plenty of room for optics and other accessories.

Keeping it simple, the Big Badger handguard does with-
out the side rails, opting to replace them with two sets of six
M-LOK slots. Whether or not the user needs side-mounted
accessories on a small break-barrel survival rifle, 1t will be
his or her responsibility to attach the required rail segments.

Made in America for America
The original Chiappa Firearms Little Badger comes with
a straight two-strut wire metal stock, featuring a horizontal

78 FIREARMS NEWS | DECEMBER 2025

The Chiappa Firearms Big Badger must be loaded and
unloaded manually after each shot; the chamber is fluted
to prevent cases to stick to the walls in case of pressure
spikes. (Pierangelo Tendas)

A large extractor extends automatically when the barrel
breaks open, speeding up the process of manually removing
spent cases for reloading. (Pierangelo Tendas)

stubby Picatinny rail segment just behind the trigger guard,
just 1n case the user wanted to add a vertical grip. A poly-
mer buttpad that also doubles as a shell holder.

The stock of the new Big Badger represents a different
take on the same concept. The metal wire 1s sturdier and
heavier in gauge, meant to withstand the heavier recoil of
.30-30, .410 and 350 Legend (compared to .22, that 1s), and
for the same reason it features a steep drop at comb (once
again, for what 1t 1s) and a curve that dubs as a pistol grip.

The buttstock 1s manufactured out of black polymer
and features a black rubber pad to, once again, assist in
recoil control. The shape of the Big Badger stock will
remind the oldest among us of the odd “Bronco” skeleton
gun distributed by Firearms International and manufac-
tured starting circa 1967; the mindset behind 1t, after all,
is basically the same: doing its job in a simple and
effective way.

A touch of sophistication—one that a shooter wouldn’t
expect to find in such a simple rifle—is provided by the
adjustable cheek riser, manufactured out of black poly-
mer; screwed on to the buttplate to the rear and clamped
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When the Big Badger is closed, the barrel assembly and
receiver are held together by a single, massive locking lug
manufactured out of steel. It’s sturdy enough to withstand
even the highest levels of pressure that .30-30 Winchester,
350 Legend or .410 can develop. (Pierangelo Tendas)

On the 350 Legend and .30-30 Winchester versions of the
Chiappa Firearms Big Badger, the rear portion of the top Pi-
catinny rail extends all the way back to the top of the cham-
ber to accommodate any sort of optical sights. The same
can’t be said for the .410 variant, so that the rear portion of
the handguard does not get in the way of the rear sighting
notch cut on top of the receiver and the red fiber optic front
sight. (Pierangelo Tendas)

to the top stock strut, it can be adjusted to three different
positions via two knurled plastic knobs.

Now, we talked about the Big Badger manufacture
in Italy, which 1s true for the European and otherwise
international market. American readers will however be
happy to know that the samples sold in the US are entirely
manufactured in the United States. More specifically, the
.30-30 and 350 caliber Big Badger rifles sold in the US are
already entirely manufactured by Chiappa Firearms’ north
American subsidiary, Chiappa Firearms USA Ltd.

On the other hand, the .410 Big Badger shotguns dis-
tributed 1n the United States are currently manufactured
by a Chiappa Firearms factory in Turkey as a stop-gap
measure for the time i1t will take for the production to be
fully transferred to the Dayton, Ohio plant. The demand
for the Big Badger 1s high enough for Chiappa Firearms to
run manufacturing of the Big Badger in no less than three
separate plants at the same time; moving manufacturing
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> In all available
calibers, the
Chiappa Firearms
Big Badger is
pleasant to shoot
and on the higher
end of accuracy
levels in terms of
what one could
reasonably expect
from a gun built
to be this simple
(Pierangelo
Tendas)

to the U.S. will also allow Chiappa Firearms to dodge any
tariff-related complication.

All three variants of the Chiappa Big Badger feature
the same type of barrel: 20-inch, button-rifled in house by
Chiappa out of stainless steel and finished in matte black.
The .410 barrel 1s smoothbore, while the .30-30 and 350
Legend barrels feature six right-handed grooves with a
1:12-and 1:16-inch twist rate respectively.

The .30-30 Winchester and 350 Legend come with a
'5x28 thread at the muzzle, protected by a screw-on cap,
allowing the use of muzzle brakes, flash hiders, compen-
sators, or above all, sound suppressors. The .410 barrels
come instead with a fixed red fiber optic front sight, mak-
ing 1t the only Big Badger version to come from factory
with any sort of 1ron sight.

The .410 version 1s also internally threaded to accom-
modate Beretta’s Mobilchoke system chokes. A modified
MC-3 choke 1s 1ssued with each .410 Big Badger shotgun,
fully certified for use with steel shot.

All versions of the Big Badger are built around the exact
same receiver, which 1s why all versions feature a notch cut
on top of it, between the rear end of the top Picatinny rail
and the hammer; such notch serves a function only 1n the
410 version, dubbing as a rear sight.

Like the Little Badger, all variants of the Chiappa
Firearms Big Badger can be folded completely, reducing
their overall size from 35 inch to approximately half that
(19% inches). And like the Little Badger, the purpose here
1s to make the gun extremely packable and unobtrusive,
ready to effortlessly carry anywhere. The diminutive pack-
age of a fully folded Chiappa Firearms Big Badger will
not take too much room 1n a gun safe, even a particularly
crowded one; 1t will fit nice and snugly 1n your favorite
camping backpack, or in the hard bag of a motorbike
or ATV; and will make for a very inconspicuous truck
gun. Weighing 1n at 5.3 to 5.5 pounds depending from the
variant (and that’s unloaded and without accessories), the
Chiappa Firearms Big Badger 1s as lightweight as 1t can
get without becoming too unpleasant to shoot.
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On a hot Italian summer day, at a 50 meters distance (approx-
imately 54 yards), using Federal’s Power Shok 150-grain Jack-
eted Soft Point ammunition, the .30-30 Winchester Big Badger
returned a group of approximately 1.5 inches: that amounts to
approximately 2.7 MOA, a decent level of accuracy for a rifle
built to be minimalist and to hunt mid-to-large size prey at
relatively short distances. (Pierangelo Tendas)

Made for the Field.

Let’s be crystal clear here: shooting a gun like the
Chiappa Firearms Big Badger will never be as comfortable
as shooting a semi-automatic or bolt-action rifle cham-
bered in the same calibers. The .410 shooting experience
1s definitely the softest of the three, but the shooter will
definitely feel the generous recoil of .30-30 and .350.

This said, felt recoil and muzzle climb with the Big
Badger are tamer than one would expect from such a
roughly simple and down-to-earth gun at a glance. Itis a
rough, “sincere” kind of feeling—a less “domesticated”
experience, 1f you will, compared to what you’ll get with
your favorite lever-action, bolt-action, or self-loader, but it
will be definitely manageable.

It’s not a coincidence if Chiappa Firearms choose to
chamber the Big Badger in two calibers known for their
mild-to-moderate recoil (350 Legend, with its nine to 11 ft/
Ibs., and .30-30 Winchester, with its stouter but still tame
12 to 14 ft/lbs.). Other calibers used to hunt deer-sized or
slightly smaller-sized game (think wild boar) in brushy
areas at short to mid-range, such as .308 Winchester or
.30-06 Springfield, would definitely be too snappy to
comfortably bear in such a minimalist rifle.

Accuracy 1s on par with what you’d expect—that 1s,
if you realize that the Chiappa Firearms Big Badger 1s
particularly well built for being what it 1s, and thus far
from the lackluster levels of better-known budget-priced
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break-action rifles of the past. It’'s a 2.5 to 3 MOA rifle,
which one must admit, 1t’s not too shabby for what it 1s:
an emergency survival, foraging, and hunting training rifle
meant to be used on short to mid ranges.

In the context of modern, mass-produced, general-
purpose single-shot break-action rifles, discounting the
high-budget, niche Kipplaufs or the creations of the likes
of Merkel or Fanzoj, one could definitely argue which one
1s the best overall, whether it’s the Bergara BA13, Ruger
No.l, Henry Single Shot, or the Thompson/Center
Encore; but there 1s little doubt that the new Big Badger
rifles fit snugly 1n the top five.

Sure thing, it’s not meant to be your main hunting gun,
but 1t can be a perfect first hunting gun. If you're introduc-
ing the younger generations of your family to the basics
of safe firearms handling and marksmanship, and taking
them out to their first hunting trip, the Big Badger 1s an
excellent choice.

Experienced hunters may also want to remember how
lightweight and easy 1t 1s to just stick 1n a backpack: if
your main hunting rifle has any issue on the field, packing
this inconspicuous little thing may make the difference
between a hunting trip saved and a wasted day. Think of 1t
as a spare tire: 1t may take some room in the boot of your
car, but not having one 1s just a silly risk to take. And for
a manufacturer’s suggested retail price ranging between a
minimum of $225 and a maximum of $362 depending on
the variant, not wanting one is just as silly. G

CHIAPPA FIREARMS BIG BADGER RIFLE

Type: Single-shot rifle, single-shot shotgun
Caliber: .30-30 Winchester, 350 Legend, .410
Capacity: One
Operation: Break-barrel, automatic extractor
Weight: 5.3 Ibs. (.410), 5.50 lbs. (.30-30, .350)
Finish: Matte black
Stock: Steel rod with adjustable comb
Sights: None from factory; MIL-STD 1913 Picatinny

rall for optics or back-up iron sights

(.30-30, .350),

MIL-STD 1913 Picatinny rall for optics or
back-up iron sights, fixed fiber optic front
post, rear sight notch cut onto receiver (.410)

Barrel Length: 20 in., 6 grooves, RH -1 turnin 12 in.

(.30-30); 1 turnin 16 in. (350 Legend)

Overall 35 in. (unfolded);
Length: 19.25 in. (folded)
Trigger: Single-action, hammer-fired
MSRP: $225.19 (Big Badger .410),
$362.96 (Big Badger .30-30 Winchester,
Big Badger 350 Legend)
Contact: ChiappaUSA.com
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The Walther MPL is a
controllable and efficient
close combat tool.
Employed by West
German police agencies,
America’s fledgling Delta
Force, and sundry inter-
national military and Law
Enforcement users, the
MPL never got the credit
it deserved. (Will Dabbs)

THE WALITHER

A Great Submachine Gun
Few Have experience With

By Will Dabbs, MD

n September 5, 1972, eight members of the Palestin-
1an terrorist group Black September slipped into the
Olympic Village in Munich, West Germany. They
were dressed 1n tracksuits and carried bulky duffle bags
containing AKM rifles, Tokarev pistols, and Combloc
hand grenades. German Neo-Nazis provided their
logistical support.

In their initial assault, the Black September terrorists killed
Israeli athletes Yossef Romano and Moshe Weinberg before
seizing another nine of their countrymen. In exchange for the
safe return of these captured Israelis, the terrorists demanded
the release of several hundred incarcerated terrorists as well
as safe passage out of Germany. Faced with the prospect of
a political disaster of Biblical proportions, West German
police staged an immediate armed rescue.

The post-war German constitution prevented the use of
the West German armed forces within the confines of the
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country during peacetime so responsibility for the rescue
mission fell to the police. At 4:30 in the afternoon, a group
of 38 German police officers carrying distinctive Walther
MP submachine guns moved into position. Unbeknownst
to them their approach was captured by the news media
and broadcast to the world as well as the terrorists inside
the compound. Their cover blown, the German police
officers retreated without firing a shot.

After protracted negotiations the terrorists moved by
helicopter to a nearby NATO base to board a waiting Boe-
ing 727. Five German police sharpshooters were stationed
around the area armed with standard-i1ssue G3 service rifles
that lacked sound suppressors or optical sights. Sixteen
German police officers dressed as flight crew aboard the 727
precipitously decided to abandon their mission without con-
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sulting their superiors. This left five German snipers armed
with infantry rifles to confront eight heavily armed terrorists
holding nine hostages. The result was a bloodbath.

All nine Israeli hostages died in the exchange along with
Anton Fliegerbauer, a German police officer positioned 1n
the control tower. German police killed five of the terrorists.
On October 29, 1972, Palestinian terrorists seized Lufthansa
Flight 615 and threatened to blow 1t up unless the remaining
Black September operatives were released. The German gov-
ernment complied. Two of these three men were subsequently
eliminated during a wide-ranging Israeli Mossad operation
titled, appropriately enough, Operation Wrath of God.

The list of regrettable failures that folded into the Munich
Olympic Massacre 1s long. With the notable exception of
Israel, nobody really maintained dedicated counter-
terrorist units back then. The Munich operation was there-
fore a come-as-you-are affair. Within two months the West
German government had organized GSG9, the superlative
West German police counter-terrorist unit then commanded
by Ulrich Wegener.

The Free World responded quickly to this new challenge,
and the influence can be felt all the way up to the present
day. Nowadays even small American police departments
typically maintain some sort of tactical capability. Despite
the many failures manifest during those fateful days in
1972, one piece of critical gear used on that operation has
long been under-appreciated. That 1s the superb Walther
MP submachine gun.

An Unappreciated Jewel

Manufactured by Carl Walther from 1963 until 1985, the
MP submachine gun represents the pinnacle of open-bolt
submachine gun design. Feeding from a superb double-
column 32-round box magazine, this weapon comes in two
variants. The MPL (Maschinenpistole Lang) 1s the longer
version sporting a 10.2-inch barrel and weighing 6.6 pounds.
The stubbier MPK (Maschinenpistole Kurz) features a
chopped 6.8-1nch tube and weighs some seven ounces less.
Stemming from more than half a century of martial
evolution, the MPL 1s a superb piece of kit.

The Walther MPL submachine gun. (Will Dabbs)
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Economically
produced of pressed steel
with a minimum number
of machined parts, the
Walther MPL represented
the apogee of open
bolt submachine
gun design. Itis a
compact SMG with
stock folded. (Will Dabbs)

The balance and ergonomics of the gun eclipse anything
manufactured during World War I1. The center of grav-
ity rides where 1t should, and the weapon is finished 1n a
robust dull Parkerizing. The overall chassis strikes a nice
balance between modest weight, compact dimensions,
and controllability.
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The Walther MPL is formed from sheet steel pressings
folded and welded into shape. This allows the gun to be
produced quickly and economically. The receiver also sports
the famous Walther logo. (Will Dabbs)
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THE WALTHER MPL

The US M3A1 Grease Gun pioneered the technique of craft-
ing guns out of folded steel components welded together.
The Walther MPL perfected the concept. (Will Dabbs)
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The steel forearm is liberally imbued
with cooling slots. (Will Dabbs)

Morphology

The gun 1s manufactured from steel pressings welded
together in much the same manner as the M3 Grease Gun.
The upper receiver 1s a single flat folded around trunnions
and welded at the bottom. The lower receiver is formed
from two clamshells welded along the length of the seam.
The upper and lower are secured via a spring-retained push-

The Walther MPL's safety selector has three positions.
Pointing backwards is safe, downward is full auto, and
pointing forward is semi-auto. Also note the plastic grip and
sling swivel. (Will Dabbs)

pin. The grips are formed from unremarkable black plastic.
The steel forearm 1s liberally perforated with cooling slots.
The WWIlI-era MP44 assault rifle clearly influenced the
gun’s manufacture.

The selector switch 1s in

The MPL’s selector is ambidextrous and the takedown pin is
of the same type as the MP5 SMG. The hinge of the folding
stock is adequate. (Will Dabbs)
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the same spot as that of an
M4 and is replicated on both
sides of the gun. However,
two of 1ts three positions
are reversed from the Colt
standard. Straight back 1s
safe, the first 90-degree notch
1s full auto, and the reversed
180-degree position 1s semi-
auto. The gun’s sedate rate
of fire helps reduce profligate
ammunition expenditure, so
this 1s appropriate for a
pistol-caliber submachine gun.
The magazine well 1s

located just ahead of the




The heavy wire stock folds to the right

when not in use. Strangely, the stock strut runs
across the bottom portion of the ejection port and
can adversely affect reliability. (Will Dabbs)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

trigger guard and 1s flared for
fast magazine changes. The
gun’s pressed steel box maga-
zine enjoys a trapezoidal cross
section as well as a stiffening
rib down 1ts back spine. These
two features help maintain ori-
entation in the dark. This same
magazine, slightly modified,
feeds the American M-10 9mm
submachine gun manufactured
by Military Armament Corpo-
ration, RPB, and others.

The stock 1s formed from
heavy wire with a plastic coat-

The bolt for the Walther MPL is fairly small,
but it is welded to a large cylindrical
counter-mass that keeps the
gun’s rate of fire sedate

and manageable.
(Will Dabbs)
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ing. This device 1s common to
both the MPK and MPL and folds to the right when not
in use. Oddly, the stock partially occludes the ejection port
when closed and adversely affects reliability as a result.
The bolt design 1s quite clever in that the modest bit that
manages the rounds 1s quite small. However, this piece 1s
welded to a much larger component that reciprocates with-
in the upper tubular portion of the upper receiver. This
substantial mass 1s what keeps the rate of fire slow and
contributes to the gun’s remarkable controllability.

Pertinent Particulars

The non-reciprocating charging handle is spring-loaded
and located at the left front akin to that of the HK MPS3,
the MPL’s primary competition. This makes it imminently
accessible by the weak hand when firing right-handed. As
near as I can tell, left-handed people seem not to have been
invented until the mid 19807s...

The sling swivels are located on the left side as
they should be. Unlike the MP35, the barrels are eas-
1ly exchanged via a knurled muzzle nut retained by a
spring-loaded catch. Swapping out barrels or adding a
sound suppressor 1s easily managed at the user level.
The sights on the MPL are quite curious. Both front and
rear are heavily fenced against rough handling. There is an
open groove both front and rear for rapid

engagements. After a little practice, they
are easily acquired. However, there 1s

The pressed steel
Walther MPL strips
easily via a single
pushpin. (Will Dabbs)
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The charging handle on the Walther MPL rides at the
left front of the gun for easy access. This appendage is

spring-loaded and does not reciprocate with the bolt when
firing. (Will Dabbs)

a second sighting system built underneath the first. This rig
consists of a simple front post combined with a rear peep.
For precise semi-auto work in the days before widespread
optical sights this would have been fairly revolutionary.

Practical Tactical

While the shorter MPK i1s purportedly a bit of a handful,
the longer, front-heavy MPL 1s a serene and comfortable
gun to run. With a cyclic rate of around 550 rounds per
minute, the MPL 1s imminently controllable and fun on the
range. Doubles are fairly easy for an experienced trigger
finger, and three- to four-round bursts flow forth natural-
ly. Out to fifty meters, or more, such bursts will typically
disperse to about the area of a standard tactical target.

Magazine changes are fast if perhaps a bit more cum-
bersome than those of your favorite M4. Once the gun
runs dry the bolt remains forward. Lock the bolt to the
rear manually and release the charging handle to shide
forward of its own accord. Drop the empty magazine and
insert a fresh one, point the gun, and squeeze. The maga-
zine release 1s located behind the magazine for easy access
with either thumb. The ample mag well just ahead of the
trigger guard 1s easy to find, even in the dark.

If the MPL has a dark side 1t 1s 1ts perforated forearm.
After two magazines burned rapidly the forearm gets un-
comfortably hot. The solution is sitmply to move the sup-

The steel sling
swivels are
mounted on
the left aspect
of the weapon.
(Will Dabbs)

port hand back to the magazine well, but the gun would
benefit from a polymer handguard of some sort.

The MPL 1s not terribly concealable, but concealability
1s not 1ts mission. This gun 1s intended to fulfill the role of
the wartime MP40, and 1t remains a superb general-
purpose submachine gun. Rugged, accurate, and versatile,
the MPL 1s what all open-bolt subguns aspire to be.

Regarding rate of fire, the MPL runs much more slowly
than many competing designs. The gun’s 550 round per
minute rate puts it into the same family as the Sten, MP40,
and American M3 Grease Gun. By contrast, a modern M4
or MP5 typically cycles at around 750-850 rounds per min-
ute. For a general purpose subgun to be used in protracted
combat, such as that experienced in Europe during World
War II, the MPL 1s a superb tool. For the counter-terror
mission in the hands of well-trained operators, a faster-
firing weapon might be preferable.

Denouement
The Portuguese used the Walther MPL through their sun-
dry colonmial wars as well as during the Carnation Revolution

The dual-function sights on the
Walther MPL include an open

groove on top for fast
engagements as well as

. ~a more precise peep down
" lower for meticulous
work. (Will Dabbs)

Swapping the barrel out on the Walther MPL is a simple
chore that requires no tools. (Will Dabbs)
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The Walther MPL is a sedate and controllable close combat
tool. In experienced hands, the gun shoots straight and
tight. (Will Dabbs)

in April of 1974, the largest peacetul civilian evacuation in
human history. This gun saw service in the Congo as well as
during the Lebanese Civil War and the various brushfire con-
flicts in Colombia. The West German police obviously used
the gun extensively as well. The most famous users of the
Walther MP, however, were also some of the most secretive.

The U.S. Army’s Special Forces Operational Detachment-
Delta was the brainchild of a Special Forces Colonel named
Charlie Beckwith in the late 1970’s. After training with the
British SAS, Beckwith returned to America convinced of
the need to establish a dedicated counter-terrorist capabil-
ity within the United States Army. Early Delta operators
used American M3 Grease Guns before transitioning to the
Walther MP.

Delta used these weapons during the ill-fated attempt-
ed rescue of American hostages in Iran. However, soon
thereafter HK MP35’s and stubby rifle-caliber assault rifles
like the CAR-15 filled this role. Ultimately, the HK 416

undertook this mission.

< Firing on semi-
auto at fifteen
meters produced
these tidy little
groups using the
peep sight from
a simple rest.
(Will Dabbs)

» When firing off-
hand on full auto
at fifteen meters,
it was an easy
chore to keep all
of our rounds on

a standard silhou-
ette. (Will Dabbs)

You do something long enough and eventually something

cool happens. This shot caught the streak of the bullet
leaving the barrel. (Will Dabbs)

The world’s counter-terrorist units began shifting toward
rifle-caliber weapons in the 1980’s. Meanwhile, the HK
MP5 was selling as fast as Oberndorf could produce them.
As a result, the Walther MP submachine guns died a
natural death. However, the argument can be made that
the Walther MPL was actually the most effective
general-purpose submachine gun ever produced. Gl

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

WALTHER MPL SUBMACHINE GUN

Caliber: 9mm Parabellum
Action: Blowback open bolt
Weight: 6.6 lbs.
Length: 29.4 in. stock open, 18.2 in. closed
Barrel Length: 10.2 in.
Rate of Fire: 550 rpm

Feed System: 32-round box magazine
...
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'5 Recreating Homer Van
Meter’s “Assault Rifle”

"' By Will Dabbs, MD
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t would be possible to feel sorry for Homer Van Meter

were he not such an utter psychopath. Born in 19035 1n

Fort Wayne, Indiana, young Homer was the son of an
alcoholic train conductor. He ran away from home in the
Sixth Grade, eventually landing 1n Chicago. Van Meter
kept himself fed early on working as a waiter and bellhop.

With the crystalline clarity of hindsight, Van Meter likely

suffered from antisocial personality disorder. In the vulgar
tongue, this simply means that he was born without an
operational conscience. Those so afflicted invariably end
up 1n prison. In Van Meter’s case, his first arrest came as a
teenager for being drunk and disorderly. His first of several
jail sentences came at age eighteen for larceny. In 1924, Van
Meter was remanded to the Southern Illinois Penitentiary
for automobile theft. When first incarcerated it was found

that he had the word, “HOPE"” tattooed across his forearm.

Van Meter was paroled a year later. Three months after
that, he and his cellmate robbed a passenger train in Crown
Pomt, Indiana. That earned him a lengthy sentence at the
Indiana Reformatory. That’s where he met John Dillinger.
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The Hyman Lebman-converted Winchester M1907
was radically advanced for its day. It was arguably
an early assault rifle analog. (Will Dabbs)
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Homer Van Meter had a pretty terrible life. However, not every-
body with a terrible life ends up a cold-blooded murderer. (FBI)
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These were some of the more common gangster weapons used by the motorized bandits of the 1930’s. From top to bottom
we have the Browning Automatic Rifle, the Lebman mini machinegun, the customized Winchester M1907, and the M1921

Colt Thompson. (Will Dabbs)

Prison 1s like grad school for the career criminal. It 1s a
place to learn new skills and network with your peers. In
Van Meter’s case, he escaped a couple of times, beating a
guard unconscious in one case. Once caught, he spent two
months in solitary confinement and was beaten severely him-
self. After claiming to be a reformed man, Van Meter was
released 1 1933, one week after his buddy Dillinger got out
of the joint. Alongside Dillinger, Baby
Face Nelson, and a few other career
reprobates, Van Meter then hit the big
time. He began knocking over banks.

One bank yielded $30,000, which
1s about $725,000 in today’s money,
another brought in $32K. In March
of 1934, Van Meter and company
netted $52.000 from a bank in Mason
City, Iowa. That one score would be
$1.2 million 1n today’s money. These
guys were rolling on cash.

Professional, well-funded motor-
1zed bandits 1n the 1930’s sought out
professional-grade firepower. In April
of 1934, less than a month after the
big bank heist in Iowa, Dillinger and
Van Meter knocked over a police sta-
tion in Warsaw, Indiana, making off
with guns and body armor. However,
sourcing the truly good stuff required
a road trip down to Texas.

John Dillinger was the apex predator
among 1930’s-era gangsters. (Everett
Collection/Shutterstock)

Gunsmith to the Stars

Hyman Lebman ran a gun shop and saddlery shop in
San Antonio, Texas. Prior to the National Firearms Act
of 1934, firearms of any sort were cash and carry in the
United States. If you had the money, you could walk out
of your local hardware store with a full-auto Thompson
submachine gun or Browning Automatic Rifle without so

Lester Gillis, aka Baby Face Nelson, was
an inveterate Kkiller but a devoted hus-
band. (Everett Collection/Shutterstock)
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The modified Winchester M1907 rifle and the mini machinegun made from a Colt
M1911 in .38 Super were Hyman Lebman’s two most distinctive creations. (Will Dabbs)

much as flashing a driver’s license. Part of this was because
not a whole lot of people had driver’s licenses. Even fewer
had money. Amidst this curious milieu, Hyman Lebman
sold customized social guns to all comers.

Dillinger, Van Meter, and Baby Face Nelson all frequented
his establishment. Van Meter and Nelson actually once took
Thanksgiving dinner with the Lebman family. They went back
home with Tommy guns, customized full-auto M1911 machine
pistols, and what was arguably the world’s first assault rifle.
This highly-modified Winchester M 1907 autoloader oftered
rifle-caliber firepower 1n a compact controllable package.

Source Material
The M 1907 was patented by Thomas Crossley Johnson
in 1901 while in the employ of Winchester. Firing the

The Winchester M1907 rifle was

a prescient design. However,
it lacks much of a cult following
today. Used examples in decent
shape are available online at fairly
reasonable prices. (Will Dabbs)

straight-walled .351 Winchester Self-Loading (WSL) car-
tridge, the M 1907 was a semiautomatic blowback-operated
rifle that originally pushed a 180-grain bullet to around
1,850 fps. Most modern loads are produced by boutique

From left to

right we have

the .45ACP, the
-351WSL, and the
.30 carbine. The
straight-walled
.351WSL was a
powerful round
for its day.

(Will Dabbs)

The M1907 Winchester exhibits superlative Old-World workmanship. (Will Dabbs)
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Recreating a Lebman M1907 isn’t terribly challenging. The compensator has to
be crafted from scratch, but everything else is both plug-and-play and available online. (Will Dabbs)

The distinctive compensator was turned out of a piece of
steel bar stock. (Will Dabbs)

manufacturers and are somewhat underpowered compared
to the originals. The gun offered comparable ballistics

to the .357 Magnum or .35 Remington rounds. For folks
like Homer Van Meter, that meant excellent performance
against body armor and car door panels.

The M 1907 fed from a five-, 10-, or 15-round single-
stack box magazine and charged via a plunger located at
the front of the forearm. The gun featured a semi-pistol
grip stock and sold for $28 apiece when first introduced.
That would be about $2,100 today.

The M 1907 saw action with Pershing’s forces fighting
Pancho Villa in Mexico. The French bought 2,200 copies
that were supposedly capable of full auto fire that saw
action during WWI. The British and the Russians bought
several hundred of the weapons for use during the First
World War as well. However, it was Hyman Lebman who
really put the M 1907 on the map.

The Lebman M1907

Lebman’s conversion of the M 1907 involved shortening
the barrel slightly and adding a custom slotted compen-
sator to help control muzzle rise. The original wooden
forearm of the M 1907 was a notorious failure point, so
Lebman replaced his with a machined aluminum version
configured to accept the foregrip from an M1921 Thomp-
son submachine gun. He also supposedly converted his
guns to fully automatic.

Lebman supplied the Dillinger gang with at least three
of these customized Winchesters. Two were seized by law
enforcement 1n a raid 1n Tucson, Arizona. However, 1n June
of 1934, Homer Van Meter was packing a Lebman M 1907
while serving as lookout outside the Merchants National
Bank on Michigan Street in South Bend, Indiana.

The Hit

It was a hot sunny Saturday morning in South Bend
when Dillinger and an unidentified accomplice pushed

The distinctive modified forearm is a rugged polymer piece
| found on GunBroker. The aftermarket Thompson foregrip
was unfinished and cheap. (Will Dabbs)

their way into the crowded bank. They carried Thompson
submachine guns wrapped in pillow cases they intended to
use to pack out their cash. Van Meter posted outside with
his modified M 1907. Baby Face Nelson stood alongside
with a Thompson.

One of the two 1nside men loosed a burst from his
Tommy gun into the ceiling just to get everybody’s atten-
tion. At first, bystanders thought this was fireworks in
anticipation of the upcoming Fourth of July celebration.
However, a local patrolman named Howard Wagner was
directing traffic nearby and went to investigate. As Wagner
approached the bank, Van Meter riddled him with bullets.
The policeman bled out in short order.

There, followed a full-bore gunfight on the streets of
South Bend. A local jeweler named Harry Berg center-
punched Nelson with a revolver round that was stopped by
his armored vest. An insanely-brave 16-year-old passerby
named Joseph Pawlowski leapt onto Nelson’s back and
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began beating him with his fists. Nelson threw the young
man through a glass window and gave him a squirt from his
Thompson for good measure. Miraculously, the boy was hit
only once 1n the hand. Pawlowski ultimately recovered and
went on to a successful career as a concert violinist.

Van Meter caught a round to the head and was put out
of the fight. Dillinger pulled him into their nearby 1dling
Hudson and successfully made his getaway. Van Meter
recovered in time. The final take was one dead cop, four
injured civilians, and $29,890 in cash.

Building the Lebman Gun

I have coveted one of these Lebman conversions for years.

I landed a decent M 1907 Winchester on GunBroker for

not a lot of money. There’s a gent on GunBroker who sells
polymer renditions of the Lebman forearm. These are also
not terribly expensive and seem fairly robust. Mine dropped
in place without fitting and came 1n a nice brown color that
matches the buttstock. Aftermarket Thompson foregrips
are available from a variety of sources for around $25. The
forearm comes with the mounting base for the foregrip.
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PUBLIC ENEMIES

The adventures of John Dillinger and Homer Van Meter

were immortalized on the big screen in the superlative

Michael Mann gangster epic Public Enemies. The 30-round
magazine in Johnny Depp’s Thompson was obviously a
mistake on the theatrical armorer’s and/or director’s part.
(MovieStillsDB.com)

[ really didn’t want to go to the trouble of shortening
and threading the barrel. As the original tube was 20
inches, there weren’t any NFA barrel length considerations,
but all that machine work would have been a hassle. As
a result, I had a machinist friend make me a faux slip-on
compensator that telescoped around the original front
sight. He tapered the interior to match the host barrel
and cut the outside dimensions to approximate those of
the original. We cut the slots with a cutoff wheel, and I
finished the part with cold blue. We secured the compensa-
tor in place with a set screw. The end result looks right and
didn’t cost me a fortune.

The custom M1907 compensator began life as a piece of cylin-
drical steel scrap bored out and turned to shape. (Will Dabbs)
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We used an end mill to cut the slot to accommodate the
existing front sight. (Will Dabbs)

The tough piece is actually the extended magazine.
Those things cost $300 or so online when they can be
found. In my case, a great buddy just gave me one that he
no longer needed. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Triple-K offers a
reproduction 10-round magazine for $56 via their website:
TripleK.com.]

Trigger Time

The M 1907 Winchester has been rightfully compared
to the M1 carbine. However, the M 1907 fires a mark-
edly heavier bullet. Additionally, the M1907’s unlocked
blowback action produces a sharper, more vigorous recoil
impulse than does that of the G.I. weapon.

The Lebman conversion 1s at least as accurate as I am with
iron sights these days. The foregrip does enhance control, and
the compensator would help keep the muzzle down in rapid
fire. I haven’t fired this rifle a great deal—.351WSL ammo 1s
both rare and expensive—but it has been reliable during our
range time together. At a time when the alternative was an
ungainly Thompson or an obese BAR, the Lebman M1907

A thin cutoff wheel was adequate to form the slots. (Will Dabbs)

would have offered hard-hitting accurate firepower 1n a
handy portable package.

The Rest of the Story

Howard Wagner was the last of thirteen lawmen mur-
dered by members of the Dillinger gang. Three weeks after
Homer Van Meter killed Howard Wagner in South Bend,
John Dillinger fell in a hail of G-man bullets outside the
Biograph Theater in Chicago. Less than a month later, Van
Meter was shot to pieces in a Saint Paul alleyway by local
police. He was 28 years old. Dillinger was 31.

History has sanitized a great deal of the darkness from
the stories of these Depression-era gangsters. Reality, as

The end result is a slip fit. We used a setscrew to keep
everything snug after tapping it into place. (Will Dabbs)
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This is an extended
10-round magazine

The end result is indeed maneuverable and hard-hitting. (Will Dabbs)
shown alongside
the original stock
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS

LEBMAN M1907 WINCHESTER

EBIVIA 90 CHEST R 351 WSL Type: Unlocked Blowback
Load Velocity | Group Size Caliber: .351 Winchester Self-Loading
(fps) (in.) Barrel: 20 in.

Handloaded 180 gr.

Overall Length: 43 In.
Plated Round Nose 1,745 15 9

Weight: 9 lbs.
Group Size Is the average of three five-shot groups fired off of ——
a sandbag rest at 25 yards. Velocity is the average of fifteen Finish: Bluea
rounds measured by a Garmin Xero C1 chronograph. Sights: Rear Sliding Notch/Front Post
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DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436
TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066,
CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com,

HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

100s OF MAGHINE GUNS ON SALE!!

Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns.
HK Registered Machine Guns Sears.

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3
Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed
Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGSs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK &
MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and
inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing
in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. Every item we offer
for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry
Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

A Dealer You Can Trust!

Please visit our website for the full
list of inventory specials.
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WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!




The Finnish 7.62x39mm RK 95 TP rifle, seen here
during a training exercise, was an improvement over
the older RK 62. (Courtesy Finnish Defense Forces)
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FINLAND’S RK 95 TP

ASSAULT RIFLE

The Post-War Rifle that Defended Finland

from Russian Aggression!

ringing the rifle up, I triggered off a short burst.
The sights danced as the rifle snorted and 123-grain
FMIJ-BTs impacted the target. I sent another burst
down-range and the rifle flung steel case empties in a high
arc. The cyclic rate was a textbook 650 rpm and with
proper technique good work could be done at reasonable
distances. While Kalashnikov based, the assault rifle in
question 1s not very well-known 1n the US. Designated the
Rynnakkokivaar 95 taittopera (Assault Rifle 95 Folding
Stock) or simply RK 95 TP, it’s the rifle protecting Finland
from 1ts historically violent Eastern neighbor. Both this
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By David M. Fortier, Executive Editor

rifle and the country it defends have an interesting history,
so let’s dive right in,

For the last few years, threats, intimidation, and ag-
gression by Russia towards 1ts European neighbors has
continually grown 1n intensity as it wages a war of attrition
against Ukraine. While this may puzzle some Americans
unfamiliar with Russia’s long, dark history of menacing,
invading, and subjugating its small independent neighbors,
it’s no surprise to anyone familiar with Russia’s blood-
stained history. One people very familiar with 1t are the
Finns. Geographically caught between Russia and the




The author had a chance to handle and fire an RK 95 TP
while on assignment in Finland in 2005. He found it much to
his liking. (David M. Fortier collection)

West, Finland finally grew alarmed enough to forsake its
long-held neutrality and joined NATO on April 4th, 2023.

Finnish troops have traditionally been armed with
service rifles chambered for Russian military calibers, first
7.62x54mmR, and then 7.62x39mm. This 1s currently
changing with the adoption of the Sako M23 family of
assault and battle rifles chambered for NATO’s 5.56x45mm
and 7.62x51mm. These will be replacing Finland’s robust
7.62mm RK 95 TP assault rifle I'll be covering here.

Before we dive into the 7.62x39mm RK 95 TP though,
let’s take a quick look at events which influenced Finland’s
thoughts regarding the need for a rugged and effective com-
bat rifle. From the collapse of the Russian Empire in 1917 to
the end of World War 11, Finland was repeatedly confronted
by Bolshevikinspired political agitation, armed incursions,
and covert operations. Finland’s borders were drawn in the
aftermath of World War I, when the newly independent
Finnish Republic (declared December 6, 1917) found itself
adjacent to a revolutionary Soviet state determined to export
communism. Over the next three decades, the Soviet Union
employed a mixture of direct military force, covert espionage,
and political agitation to advance these goals.

On January 27, 1918, a “Red Guard” unit organized,
armed, and financed by a Soviet government in Petrograd

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Armed with a M1891 rifle and a M1895 revolver, a Finnish
“White Guard” and a Gew 1898 armed German soldier in
Helsinki during the Finnish Civil War, April 19th, 1918.
(Public domain)

Two fighters of the Bolshevik “Red Guards.” The one on the
right armed with a 7.62x54mmR M1895 Winchester, photo-

graphed in Atelier Nyblin in Helsinki during the Finnish Civil
War, April 8th, 1918. (Public domain)
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WHO AIDS?

A British cartoon published in Punch magazine Feb 21st, 1940,
showing a lone Finnish soldier standing against a colossal
Soviet soldier with the caption, “Who aids?” (Public domain)

(Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies)
crossed the Karelian frontier with a convoy of 3,000 rifles,
500 mules of ammunition, and several hundred Bolshevik
volunteers. Their stated aim was “to liberate the Finnish
working class,” but the reality was a violent seizure of
power that plunged Finland into a civil war.

The Red forces, bolstered by Soviet artillery and a
handful of Bolshevik officers, captured both Helsinki and
Tampere along with several industrial towns. Their brutality
1s documented in the Finnish police reports of April 1918,
which record summary executions of 1,200 alleged “class
enemies’ and the burning of civilian homes in the Kare-
lian Isthmus. The anti-communist “White” troops of the
Senate of Finland launched a counteroffensive, led by the
legendary Finnish General Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim,
and eventually defeated the Reds. However, the episode left
a deep scar: a foreignbacked communist mnsurgency had
almost toppled the newborn Finnish Republic.

Even after the 1918 defeat, the Soviet Union refused
to abandon 1ts Finnish agenda. The Communist
International (Comintern) established the Finnish
Communist Party (SKP) as a legal front in 1919, funnel-
ing monthly cash transfers of 5,000 rubles and broadcast
clandestine radio messages into Finland. Soviet intelli-
gence (the GRU) cultivated a network of Finnish agents
(students, raillway workers, and journalists) who regularly
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Armed with a captured Soviet PPSh-41 submachine gun, a
Finnish soldier defends his position in Vuosalmi, Karelian
Isthmus against the Soviet invaders during the Continuation
War, July 1944. (Courtesy of SA-Kuva)

reported on Finnish defense plans and attempted sabotage
of critical infrastructure.

A concrete example of the Red insurgency was exposed
during the Mantsild Rebellion of February 1932. Although
the uprising was led by the rightwing Lapua Movement,
the Soviet press seized the crisis to portray the Finnish
government as a “bourgeois dictatorship” vulnerable to
popular revolt. In response, Finnish authorities arrested
120 suspected communist collaborators, confiscated 440
pounds of explosives hidden 1in Helsinki warehouses, and

AK-47 armed Finnish soldiers on maneuvers in the 1960s,
note the early slab-side magazines. (Courtesy of the Finish
Defense Forces)
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Located in Joensuu, Finland, this is a monument to fallen The RK 62, seen here, was adopted to replace the obsolete
Finnish soldiers who fought the Soviet Union during the bolt-action 7.62x53mmR m/39 rifle. It proved tough and
Winter War and World War Il. (Liesker/Shutterstock) reliable. (Courtesy of the Finnish Defense Forces)

exposed a KGBstyle cell that had been preparing a second “Winter War.” The Soviet justification for the war, “to

isurrection in the summer of 1933. protect Leningrad,” masked a clear intention to subjugate
The Soviet Union also pressed territorial claims. In Finland and install a proMoscow puppet regime.

1932, 1t demanded the return of the Petsamo region (a This conflict was short but brutal. Fought in temperatures

strategically vital Arctic port) citing the 1920 Treaty of as low as -45 degrees F, Finnish troops initially not only re-

Tartu as “void” because the Finnish government had pelled Soviet attacks but inflicted enormous casualties on the

“betrayed the working class.” Finnish diplomatic cables to  1nvaders. Due to the Great Terror of the 1930s, during which
London and Paris repeatedly warned that Soviet intimida-  Joseph Stalin had many of his best and brightest Red Army

tion was a genuine threat to their national sovereignty. officers executed (these included three of five marshals, 220
The most blatant manifestation of Soviet hostility of 1ts 264 division or higher-level commanders and 36,761
arrived on November 30, 1939. Two months after invading  officers of all ranks), the Soviet troops were nitially poorly
and annexing part of Poland, the Red Army launched a led. Despite the Soviets fielding overwhelming numbers of
massive artillery barrage on the Mannerheim Line and tanks, armored vehicles, and aircraft, they suffered approx-

poured 350,000 troops into Finnish territory starting the imately 381,000 casualties compared to the Finns 70,000.
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The M-62S was the semi-auto version of the RK 62 v I
and was manufactured by Valmet. These rifles were " A
exported to the U.S. from the late 1960s through
the 1980s. (Leroy Thompson)
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FINLAND’S RK 95 TP ASSAULT RIFLE

Hooded post front sights adjustable for windage; tangent peep rear
adjustable for elevation. Finnish semi-automatic version of the AK-47.
Basic Kalashnikov design (gas piston operating a rotating bolt assembly)
imported by Interarms. Price: Metal Stock $329 Wood Stock $338

S M om———— Lo VALMET M-62S
Gallber 7 62x39mm 15 and 30-shot detachable box
magazines. Barrel: 16%"'. Weight: 83% Ibs. Wood or metal stock.

VALMET M-725

Same as M-62 except .223 caliber. Price: ABS Stock $349 Wood Stock $358 J]

This listing for the Valmet M-62S appeared in the Guns &
Ammo 1976 Annual magazine. Today, these rifles sell for
over $8,000. (Guns & Ammo)

Eventually, the Soviets reorganized, adopted better tactics
and simply overwhelmed the Finnish defenders.

The Winter War ended on March 12, 1940, with the
Treaty of Moscow, which forced Finland to cede 11% of
its territory, including the vital city of Viipuri, to the Soviet
Union. The Soviet Union achieved 1ts territorial aims, but
failed to install a compliant government; Finland remained
an independent, albeit weakened, state. Others were not as
lucky, as the Soviets next turned their attention to the small
independent Baltic States. On June 15, 1940, the Soviets
invaded and annexed Lithuania and the following day
invaded and annexed Latvia and Estonia. The Presidents
of Estonia and Latvia both died as prisoners in Siberia.
However, the Red Army wasn’t done yet. On July 28, 1940,
they began seizing and annexing Bessarabia and Northern
Bukovina in Romania.
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The 5.56x45mm Israeli Galil, seen here, was developed
from the Finnish RK 62. (David M. Fortier collection)
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Finland’s alignment with Germany 1n 1941 was motivat-
ed by the Soviet threat and a desire to reclaim their lands
seized by the Soviets. Three days after Germany launched
Operation Barbarossa and invaded the Soviet Union,
Finland declared war on the Soviet Union, beginning what
1s now known as the Continuation War. The Finns 1nitially
succeeded in driving the Soviets from the territories stolen
during the Winter War. However, they again faced simply
overwhelming numbers. While they inflicted some 944,000
casualties on the Soviets while sustaining some 225,000
casualties, they were eventually simply over-powered and
signed an armistice in September 1944,

Even after the 1944 armistice, the Soviets retained a
military base at the Porkkala peninsula in the Gulf of Fin-
land, a clear reminder that any deviation from Moscow’s
wishes could be punished with renewed occupation. The
Sovietbacked Finnish Communist Party received steady
financial subsidies, estimated at some two-million rubles
per year, to keep a loyalist bloc in the Finnish parliament.

S ,' ! = e naadmags

’x.i.t{i‘: : ‘& b m*ﬂ

= - ’i ™ '4

31

'H.‘. a v t .
Jh.-L- "

T

_ b _ S




FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Adopted in 1995, the 7.62x39mm RK 95 TP rifle has proven
to be a reliable combat rifle, but it’s showing its age today.
(David M. Fortier)

This financial dependence ensured that the SKP could
block any legislation perceived as hostile to Soviet inter-
ests, effectively subverting Finnish democratic autonomy.
From the Red Guard’s invasion in 1918 to the occu-
pation of Porkkala in 1944, the Soviet Union pursued a
consistent policy of aggression, subversion, and territo-
rial coercion against Finland. The Bolsheviks supplied
weapons, money, and agitators to foment revolution; the
Soviet state repeatedly threatened Finnish sovereignty with
outright military force; and the Communist party they
nurtured inside Finland acted as a political Trojan horse,
ready to undermine any independent decisionmaking.
These facts demonstrate the Bolshevik and Communist
threat was not a peripheral annoyance but a systematic,
statedirected campaign that sought to destabilize, domi-
nate, and ultimately control the Finnish nation. Finland’s
survival through the turbulent first half of the twentieth
century required a vigilant defense not only of 1its borders,

Although the Finn’s tested a thumb operated selector, in the
end, they stuck with the standard Remington/Kalashnikov
selector lever design. (David M. Fortier)

The RK 95 TP is chambered for the 7.62x39mm cartridge seen
here with its peers L to R: 7.92x33mm Kurz, 5.56x45mm,
5.45x39mm, 7.62x39mm, 300 AAC BLK, 6.5mm Grendel.
(David M. Fortier)

but also of 1ts political institutions against a relentless
Soviet onslaught.

Following their defeat at the hands of the Red Army
during the Continuation War, Finland had to pay heavy
war reparations and their military was limited. When the
Finnish Defense Forces (FDF) were able to begin re-equip-
ping, one badly needed item was a replacement for their
obsolete 7.62x53mmR Jalkavakikivaari m/39 (Infantry
Rifle M 1939). This Mosin Nagant-based bolt-action rifle
was badly outclassed by the AK-47s facing them from
across the Soviet border.

While the West focused on fielding battle rifles cham-
bered for their new 7.62x51mm cartridge, the East chose
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The RK 95 TP’s magazine release is extended on the right-

side allowing manipulation by the rifleman’s trigger finger.

(David M. Fortier)
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FINLAND’S RK 95 TP ASSAULT RIFLE

The RK 95 TP features a combination muzzle brake/flash
suppressor, which doubles as a spigot grenade launcher.
(David M. Fortier)

7.62x39mm M43 chambered assault rifles. After care-
fully considering both concepts, the FDF selected the
7.62x39mm round. In 1956 and 1957, quantities of AK-47
rifles were purchased from Poland for testing. Although
the Finns liked the AK-47’s general layout and robust
nature, 1t was not completely suitable for their needs. A
domestic model was needed, so both Sako and Valmet
(formerly VKT) were solicited by the FDF to develop a
suitable combat rifle.

A Valmet engineer, named Lauri Oksanen, was largely
responsible for developing an improved rifle based on the
Soviet operating system. It needed to be both easier to
manufacture and less expensive while being suitable for the
specific needs of Finnish troops and their terrain. Oksanen’s
first model, the m/58, was accepted for testing by the FDF.
This was followed by the RK 60 which was utilized for field
trials. Testing and feedback led to the RK 60 evolving into

what can best be described as the classic Finnish assault
rifle, the RK 62. Officially adopted 1n 1962, this model 1s re-

liable and very rugged with practical improvements over the
Soviet design. It featured improved sights, a simple stock,
synthetic furniture and a flash suppressor.

Sako and Valmet both received contracts and produc-
tion of this model began in 1963-64. Valmet’s production
run began with serial number 100,001 while Sako’s pro-
duction run began with serial number 200,001. Delivery
of the RK 62 to the FDF began in 1965 and 1t remained
in production until 1988. Although small improvements
were made throughout production (grip, handguard, and
magazine to name a few), the nomenclature remained
unchanged. This model provided excellent service through
the Cold War and performed so well Yisrael Galili and
Yakov Lior used 1t as the foundation for their Galil rifle.

While the RK 62 was a solid performing rifle, by the
1980s the FDF was interested in further improving it.

In 1986 and 1987, testing was conducted, and the infor-
mation gathered was used by the FDF 1n 1988 to layout
requirements for a new assault rifle. The firms of Valmet
and Sako had been merged in 1987, with Valmet eventually
disappearing so work on the new rifle was performed by
Sako. In August of 1989, Sako submitted three different
prototypes for evaluation.

Following field tests, two models were selected for
trials. The Army then ordered 10 rifles, of which five had
conventional RK 62 type fire control selectors and five had
a thumb operated selector mounted on the left side of the
weapon’s recetver. These were known as 7.62 RK 90 proto
I and proto II. Over the next couple of years, further test-
ing refined and evolved the design, and 1n some cases, back
towards the original RK 62. Two prototypes designated
RK 92 were produced for testing and delivered to the FDF
in the spring of 1993. Eventually, the design was finalized
and adopted as the RK 95 TP in 1995. Production of the
new rifle began in the summer of 1995 with the first rifle
bearing serial number 960,001. The manufacturing of this
model was completed in 1997.

Regarding RK 95 manufacturing, it
should be noted that there were reports
around 20 years ago of thousands of
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Norinco AKM-type rifles purchased
by the Finnish government for their
reserves. One would wonder why. Fire-
arms News Editor-in-Chief Vincent L.
DeNiro may have the answer. DeNiro
worked for Beretta USA from 2006 to
2014 serving at different times as the
marketing manager for pistols, tactical

A semi-auto variant of the RK 95, the
M92S, was made in limited quantities
and is seen here with a suppressor
mounted directly to the muzzie device.
(David M. Fortier)
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The RK 95 TP’s gas block features a two-position valve
allowing the gas flow to be shut off. (David M. Fortier)

product manager for government sales,
and founded and ran the international
sales division. Beretta Holdings owns
Sako, and DeNiro told me this story:
“I was in my office in 2007, and
Franco Beretta came in asking me about
the commercial AK market. He had seen
reports that semi-auto AK rifles were
selling quite well and wanted to know
my thoughts about producing an AK in
the states. I was working on the Beretta
Rx4 rifle project at the time, which
ended up becoming the Benelli MRI, in
part because of me as I really wanted us
to make a semi-auto ARX-160, which
was still in validation stages with the
Italian army at the time. Anyway, 1
perked up and said, * You have the best
AK in the world!” Franco listened as 1
enthusiastically raved about the Valmet M-628§ as the Sako
RK 95 rifle. He then asked me to call Sako and to look into
it. I called Raimo Karjalainen, CEO of Sako, and told him
about a possible project to produce a US-made semi-auto RK
95. I also detailed what 922 (v ) was, which is President George
H.W. Bush's 1989 assault weapon import ban, and if there was
any way we could borrow or get duplicate tooling for certain
components. He said that he would get back to me. A couple
of weeks later, the answer was that Sako could not locate the
tooling. I pushed a little more, even speaking to Beretta Italy
to see if they had the tooling in storage, but it was not found.
Around that time, I remember a defense publication report
which stated that Finland had purchased an initial order of 200
Norinco AKSs for their reserves. Possibly, this was why as Sako
could not produce any more RK 95 rifles due to the lack of
tooling. I have also read reports that the Finnish reserves have
tens of thousands of the Chinese-made AKs.” Interesting.
Like the earlier RK 62, the RK 95 TP utilizes a long-
stroke gas system and carrier controlled rotating bolt.

A simple yet comfortable synthetic handguard is fitted.
(David M. Fortier)
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A rail allows day/night optics to be easily mounted. Also
note the top cover retainer. (David M. Fortier)

Caliber remains the 7.62x39mm, which provides good
penetration of intermediate barriers and terminal perfor-
mance at typical infantry engagement distances. The rifle
1s built on a heavy machined steel receiver. This 1s profiled
to provide additional support to the magazine compared
to the RK 62. To make charging the weapon with the left
hand easier, the bolt handle 1s angled up at approximate-
ly 45 degrees. The magazine release 1s an AK-style lever
extended on the right side. The extension allows a rifleman
to depress it using his trigger finger, speeding reloads. Feed
1s from polymer 30-round magazines.

Although the Finns evaluated thumb-operated selector
levers, they eventually returned to the traditional AK design
Kalashnikov stolen from the Remington Model & rifle. The
top position 1s safe, the center position 1s full-auto, and the
bottom position 1s semi-auto. This design can be manipulat-
ed with heavy gloves or mittens in extreme cold.
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FINLAND’S RK 95 TP ASSAULT RIFLE

One drawback to mounting optics onto the RK 95 TP is that
they tend to sit fairly high. (David M. Fortier)

Fitted to the front of the receiver 1s a 16.5-inch hammer-
forged barrel with four groove rifling and a 1:9.4-inch twist
rate. The FDF wanted the ability to easily launch rifle
grenades, so Sako developed a new muzzle brake for the
RK 95 TP. Designed to reduce both muzzle rise and flash;
it also acts as a spigot launcher for rifle grenades. Plus, it
accepts a sound suppressor and a blank firing device.

To facilitate launching rifle grenades a two-position (on/
off) valve was added to the gas system. This 1s actuated
by a cut-off lever mounted onto the right side of the gas
block. Rotating this perpendicular with the barrel shuts the
flow of gas off to the operating system allowing grenades
to be launched using special blank cartridges.

A protected front sight 1s located on the gas block. This
1s adjustable for both windage and elevation when zeroing.
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The RK 95 TP is fitted with a robust side-folding stock.
(David M. Fortier)
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The rear sight 1s located on the rear of
the top cover and has dual 150m and
300m apertures. Sight radius 1s 18.3
inches long. To ensure there 1s no loss
of zero, an additional rotating lever
has been added secure the top cover
to the receiver. To facilitate fighting
in low-light, Tritium night sights are
standard. The front night sight 1s
housed at the rear of the front sight
block and must be flipped up for use.
Flipping the rear sight to a middle
position allows the rear night sight to
be viewed. Attached to the left side
of the receiver 1s an optics rail for
mounting day/night optics.

In place of the RK 62’s odd tubular
stock 1s one that 1s contoured so 1t
resembles a Galil’s stock. While 1t
folds to the right for storage like a Galil, the locking mech-
anism 1s different. The upper tube of the stock features
a storage compartment for cleaning gear. With the stock
folded, the rifle measures only 26.5 inches long. With the
stock unfolded, the RK 95 TP measures just 36.6 inches. A
synthetic pistol grip and handguards are fitted. Weight 1s
8.3 pounds without a magazine.

The RK 95 TP feels good in the hands, and 1t handles
and balances well. However, the stock 1s a bit long with
body armor. The sights are simple, robust and well-suited
for use on a combat rifle. The rifle is easy to operate and
has a cyclic rate of fire of 650 rounds per minute. Muzzle
velocity of the standard S309 ball round 1s 2,345 tps. Also
1ssued 1s a VJ313 tracer load, color coded with a white
bullet tip, AP479 armor piercing load, color coded with a
blue tip, blank, 1dentified by a blue colored wooden bullet,
and a dummy identified by nickel plating and longitudinal
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While the stock looks similar to the one used on the Galil,
the hinge mechanism is different. (David M. Fortier)
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Organizing System

SnapSafe® Premium Vault Doors

« Thick 12-gauge construction and nine 1" live locking bolts
- Digital lock with EMP proof mechanical key backup
« Fire Shield ceramic blanket is rated to 2300°F for one hour

»In-swing door and steel trim for new builds or
existing construction

- Black chrome keypad and 5-spoke handle
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Lapua S309 Ball
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A five-shot 100-meter group fired from
a rest using Lapua 123-grain $S309
ball. (David M. Fortier)

ACCURACY CHARTRK 95 TP

Weight Velocity 100 meters
(ar.) (fps) (in.)
123 2,341 15

Average of four five-shot groups fired from the bench using the

iIssue iron sights at 100 meters. Velocity readings recorded at

The author successfully engages a pop-up target at 450
meters with an RK 95 TP rifle. (David M. Fortier)

grooves. Standard packing 1s a 30-round cardboard box.
Effective range 1s listed as 300 meters. Reliability, as to be
expected, 1s excellent.

The accuracy of this model 1s quite good. During a
trip to Finland, I had the chance to test fire an RK 95 TP
from a benchrest on Lapua’s 600-meter outdoor range.

I averaged 1.5 inch five-shot groups at 100 meters using
123-grain Lapua ball ammunition and the iron sights.
Firing from a sitting position at 300 meters I was able to

the muzzle using Lapua’s chronograph.

Today, the RK 95 TP has grown a bit long in the tooth.
While still an effective design, its 7.62x39mm chambering is
not compatible with Finland’s new NATO membership. Due
to this it 1s being replaced in Finnish service by a new family
of rifles from Sako, the M23 series. I suspect 1t will soldier
on with reserve forces for some time before fading away. El

Acknowledgments: Much thanks to Janne Pohjoispaa and
Lapua for making this article possible.

keep all my shots well inside a silhouette target. During
my range time, I noticed this design 1s not violently over-
gassed like most Kalashnikovs, which reduces recoil and

RK 95 TP SPECIFICATIONS

_ , S _ Action: Kalashnikov long stroke gas with
aids recoil. On fully automatic, 1t’s noticeably smoother rotating bolt
than your _typical 7.62x39mm AK-47, but stay on the trig- Calbor 7 6ox39mm
ger and 1t jumps about.
Barrel: 16.5in. long cold hammer forged
Rifling: Four groove rifling with a 1:9.4-inch twist
Overall Length: 26.5 in. stock folded, 36.8 in. ext.
Trigger: Single-Stage
Feed: 30-round detachable box magazines
Sights: Front protected post, dual aperture rear
Night Sights: Yes, Tritium
Stock: Side-folding
Weight: 8.8 Ibs. w/out mag
Cyclic Rate: 650 rpm
Finish: Phosphate
Manufacturer: Sako Oy
Janne Pohjoispaa, one of the designers of the 6.5mm Status: Out of production and being replaced from

Grendel cartridge, is seen firing his very rare Sako M92S
semi-auto variant. (David M. Fortier)
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Airguns For Sale S3000

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin and
Sheridan warranty service. We also repair
Daisy, Beeman and many other makes
of pellet and bb guns.

No firearms.

Most repairs $80-$120 plus shipping.
We buy used airguns and parts.

In business since 2005.
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC
Ph: 360-656-5123
Email: airguns@comcast.net
Website: accurateairguns.com

Luger Handguns For Sale $4080

LUGERS- HUNDREDS

IN STOCK!
SIMPSON LTD IS THE
LARGEST LUGER DEALER

Find holsters, stocks, tools,
magazines, books, manuals,

appraisals, and more at
WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM

Watch our Speaking Luger series
on YouTube!

AMG INTERNATIONAL ARMORY
(All Military Gunsmithing)

S

Former NATO Defense Contractor

Military
Gunsmith
35 yrs. Experience

KIT BUILDING / REBUILD
REPAIR / REFINISH

FN-FAL
FN-49 M-1A
M-1 AR-15
Garand 8’s
M-1 Carbine O3’s

British Enfields

All U.S. and Foreign Rifles & Pistols
Repaired and much more!

Full Mil-Spec Finishes Including:
Parkerizing, Manganese Phosphate,
Polymer, Teflon, Porcelainized Enamel
and Bluing.

Premium AK Builds and Other
Custom Builds Available!

GUY SNELEN « email: guyamg@centurytel.net
Phone: 417.754.1097 « MI-F 9AM-4PM CST

Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE
& LUGER PISTOLS
Parts, Accessories,
Presentation Display-Cases etc.
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com
Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

Military Arms For Sale S4200

www.StormWerkz.com
Small Arms Upgrades
Made in USA

BLUEPRINTS
American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
Czech?25, 383, FN-FAL,
Hotchkiss, Kommando,
Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-A1, M1A1, M3Al,
M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,
MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

PPSH-41, PPS-43, Reising, Sola, Star,
Sten II & V, Sterling,
Suomi, Swedish K, UD-42, Vickers,
Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56.
$15 each or 2/$25,
Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are
$25 each. Make payment to:

C. Shillig
PO Box 25932,

Colo. Springs, CO 80936
wmemlal(@gmail.com

Accessories For Sale S5200

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, 1n original
boxes. Most American sporting calibers
including obsolete rimfires. NO lists,
reloads, military/foreign. Ray Giles,
RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

S5380

Clips & Magazines

For Sale

VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES U.S. Made.
Also, AK floor plates.

See us at: CSSPECS .COM

Tech -

A
" SIGHTS.

PRECISION SHOOTING ACCESSORIES

Mini-14 Sight

All steel construction

e Click adjustable windage & elevation
e Standard .062 Aperture

e Easy installation

Ruger® 10/22 Rifles

Ruger® 10/22 Collector Series Rifles
Ruger® American Rimfire

Marlin® 60 & 795

Marlin® Rimfire Bolt Rifles

Rossi RS22

Remington® 597

RUGGED APERTURE SIGHTS

¥ Y 17
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, W
Ly !
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10/22 Sights

All metal construction
e Spring detent adjustable windage & elevation

Standard .062 Aperture
Easy installation

o Military style rear aperture & front post

8" longer sighting radius

SIGHTS AVAILABLE FOR

Mossberg® 702

Savage® Mark |l

Keltec® SU16, SU22, PLR16 & PLR22
Ruger® Mini 14 and 30

CZ 452 & 455

AK47 and SKS

Slings and More

Family Owned & Operated since 2004

(843)332-8222 /| www.Tech-SIGHTS.com
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GORDON'S GALLERY OF GUNS
=BV Honesty is Policy

FIREARMS
AMMUNITION

ACCESSORIES
SPECIAL ORDERS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE :
https://gordonsgalleryofguns.com

SEND US AN EMAIL:
gordonsgungallery@gmail.com

QUESTIONS? GIVE US A CALL!

1+(614) 596-6328

“That the people have a night to keep and
bear arms;...." Virginmia's request for a Ball
of Rights, 1788.

Gun Parts For Sale S5500

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE
FOR S&W REVOLVERS
JFRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. @ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM

GUN PARTS: You name 1t.
Professional service.
General Parts List, $5. Traders Den,
1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723.
Mail order or by appointment only.
218-666-5083.

Gun Parts Wanted S5501

Complete Magazine WIN. 95 30-40 Cal.
Phone 319-750-4482, Leave Message.

Gunsmith & Dealer

Services

HOT BLUING 26 Years Experience.
Matte Finish $115, High Gloss $130
Plus Return Shipping.

No Side-by-Sides or Over/Unders.
Send To:

Wolfe’s Custom Rifles,

SW76

Most Parts will fit the original S&W 76 !!

L e e

STARTING @

$9400.00

FULLY TRANSFERABLE. ONLY A FEW LEFT TO SELL.
SEND FOR THE INFO CD.

www.jmbdistribution.com
Best way to contact,
Email: jimburgess@jmbdistribution.com
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525 Brown Road,
Myerstown PA 17067,
717-933-5690

PMD Gunsmithing
Specializing in
Firearm Restoration
Rebluing, Stock Refinishing, and Repair.
Better than New!
www.pmdgunsmithing.com
Call 330-240-5960 to receive FREE

SHIPPING both ways with your
restoration project.

Gunsmith & Dealer S5560

Supplies

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine
(hydraulically operated), tooling & training.
This equipment is for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size.

Not cheap but a rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach II,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40.
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!
Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial
stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,
Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.
(STK363). Sell 3 pcs and your out of it! Rest
is profit. Multiple lots get better price! Great
for gun show and store sales. Sarco Inc.
610.250.3960 or visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Militaria For Sale

Indian Relics - B.C.
$2.00 for a Large Color Catalog.
Indian, P.O. Box 246
Independence, KY 41051

S5720

Miscellaneous For Sale

CCKW GMC 2 1/2 ton 6x6 Cargo
Truck. Looks and runs great.

Brand new canvas and tires.
Ready for parade. $15K.
Call Bob 1-603-679-1320.

S5800

Reloading Components

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING
9mm at $5.00 per 100
40 S&W at $5.00 per 100
38 Special $10.00 per 100



45 ACP $12.00 per 100
223/556 at $12.00 per 100
308 $25.00 per 100
Need a Specific Caliber
Call Chuck 623-341-9122

POWDER, BRASS-BULLETS:
Powder: WC844 (223) Virgin surplus 159.00,
4+156.99, WC860- 69.00, 4+64.00, SALE
WC872-WC867 48.00 Surplus, Unfired
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99,
1000-149.99; 223 LC military 60m,45 Auto,
Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired
Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00; See web for
other Military-Commercial Brass:

New and Fired
BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr. FM-
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match
500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99,
Hornady 224 55gr. PSP-FMJ 94.99m,
Federal 223 55 FMJ m193 - 94.99m; 223
M55 62 FMJ -124.99; 223-M856 tracer,
Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API Silver
Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady
Commercial Bullets:
see web for current Prices:

Brian McDonald
74880 Johnson Run Rd.
Kimbolton, OH 43749
9AM-5PM,

330-833-4360
Fax No. 740-492-0063
Web: PatsReloading.com

SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS:
1 inch long military flechettes in stock.
Sold in 2 0z. (#MISC288) and
1 Ib. #MISC307) packs.
Original USGI. Sarco Inc.,
610.250.3960. Visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

S5801

Reloading Components

Wanted

RELOADING EQUIPMENT & Gun related
stuff WANTED! Attention Estates, Gun
Shops, Collectors! Sell me your no longer

used reloading equipment, casting,
gunsmithing equipment & tools. Presses,
dies, molds, Stocks, grips and Misc. parts too.
I buy the items left over after others buy the
guns. Gladly travel for large collections.
Call Rick (330)806-4169 or email
ricketts711@sbcglobal.net

Surplus Gear For Sale S5880

SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE RADIO
SETS: SCR528 (#RAD04), SCR506
(#RADO02), & SCR508 (#RADO03) radio sets
with mounting bases. Perfect for completing
your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling.
Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960
or
visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
(INERT) (#RL005): Original Vietnam
era rockets with the warhead removed and
replacement inert head installed. Great for
completing your RPG launchers!
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM
BAZOOKA: LRAC-50 bazooka as used by
the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.
Never on the market before. Comes with
shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.
Very limited!

Sarco Inc., 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

Gun Shows S6150

RALEIGH, NC - Jan. 3-4,
94th Old North State Antique Gun & Military
Antiques Show. Raleigh, NC at the
North Carolina State Fairgrounds,

4285 Trinity Road, off 1-40,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.
Arms & Memorabilia of the Civil War, Indian
Wars, WWI, WWII, etc. Exhibited, bought,

U.S. SPRINGFIELD PARTS
KRAG
TRAPDOORRS
M1903 SPRINGFIELD RIFLE

MUSKETS &
OTHER EARLY PARTS

* ok ok ok ok ok ok

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
MILITARY
LAW ENFORCEMENT
FIRE
EMERGENCY SERVICES
SECURITY
&
OTHER
HISTORICAL MILITARIA
COLLECTABLES

\/

WWW.GRANPASGUNPARTS.COM

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

sold & traded.
Admission $10.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00.
Info: Carolina Trader Promotions,
704-254-6181
www.TheCarolinaTrader.com

“(Tie whole history of mankind proves
that so [ar [rom parting with the powers ac-
tually delegated to it, government is con-
stantly encroaching on the small pittance
ol righls reserved by the people o them-
selves and gradually wresting them out of
their hands unl it cither terminates in their
slavery or torces them to arms, and brings
aboul a4 revolution.” Luther Martin, dele-
aate to the Philadelphia Convention, March
2R, 1788,

“What, sir, is the use of a
militia? It is to prevent the
establishment of a stamding
army, the bane of liberty.”
Rep. Elbridge Gerry, debct-
ing the Second Amend-
ment, 1789.

“(T)o preserve hiberty. it is essential that the
whole body ol the people always possess
arms. and be taught alike. cspecially when
voung, how o use them....” Richard Henry
[.ee, 78S,

S&K SCOPE
MOUNTS

Mosin Nagant M91/30 &
M91/59 and more!

We take orders over the phone!
Giveusacallat:
800-578-9862  {¥ch

or email us at:
comments@scopemounts.com
nicole_skscopemounts@yahoo.com

i "
i 3

www.bhuyscopemounts.com
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IN TODAY'S FIREARMS INDUSTRY

@BERETTA

BERETTA
AXBO0 Suprema

The AXBOC Suprema reigns supreme with 36% faster cycling,

46% cleaner naeration, and 0% recoil reduction. Built for
scrious unrers, it delivers unmatehed performance inany
blind. boat or weathe:.
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Model 1854/ Shield X

The Smirth & Wesson Mode! 1854/Shield X combines 2
MEW Brgonomic desion with agoressive slide serrafions
for canfidanr handling. Datics-ready with anintegrared
rall end flar-face tiogar, it delivers precision, consistency,
and adaptability.

FOR IN-DEPTH PRODUCT REVIEWS,
PURCHASING INFORMATION,
AND MUCH MORE, VISIT

GUNSANDAMMO.COM/HPS

W’ ‘

DEAD AIR

C &nres

OEAD AIR
Oead Air Nomad Ti XC

The Nomad Ti XC, built from ichnweight grade 5 titanium,

delivers exfreme durahility at only 9 7 ounces with ¥eno
adapter— perfoct for shooters who know ounces 2l
the oarrel Jecoma pounds in the fizld

HSM Ammo #
Trophy Gald / Bear Load \_.,

Barger YLD Huning Bullels are enginzered [or exi-eme
aceLUracy and featura a hioh ballistic coefficient for
superior long-range parformance.

1 A TN

BH[]WNIHG FIREARMS
Browning X - Balt 2 Speed SPA

The new X-Bolr¢ 5oeed SPR s built for rhe on-rhe-move hunrer
with a no-holds 2amed design that is equally capable chasing
Nebrasla whitctails as itis eli in Colorado. It refains fegtures
like a fluted sparter contour barrel that keeps the riflz light,
maneuveratle and easy 1o carry.

CZ2P-00-F /G2 P-08-C

[he P-09 Noctumeisn't built to fifin;ir's bu'lt to stand apart,
Madern, adaprable, and uncompromising, it delivers the
conficence you carry long afrer the ranga is nuiet
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HOW TO BECOME A Rifleman:

Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman — skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 yaras, the “Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile”. Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred’s Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddles most shooters.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman" — with targets! .......occvieiiiiiiiieiiviciinieciesrersisc s s ss s D42
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Sets w/ Guide.........cooevevieirerievciciecieeenenn.... 333, 2/$55
The 100-yard AQT Target, use at 25 meters, 100 yards, 200 yards........c...ccccccvuuennn........bundle of 100 $21
How far off are you effective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (100 targets)........ccccoecvvieriniivieneennen... $19
The "Quick 'n Dirty" (QD) AQT (equals 50 AQTS!) .....ccccecvieiiiniecier i ccesrennes . Qty O 50 $20, 5/$82
M14 Repack Kits (bandoleers/cardboards, stripper clips, mag fillers).........c..cccceeeeeeeneeeeee....Lot of 10 $105
M14 Rifle: Preventive Maintenance. Vietnam issue! .. e s e e S R e Bk SRR o e e o o a5 SRR
M14 Operator/Org Maintenance/Repair Parts & Speclal Tools Manual... ST |
Match Condition Procedures — Rifle, M14$5
Original US GI WWII Web Slings! VG - EXCellent......ccoceievieiieiiiieieieeiet et nnn s 940, 3 fOr $100!
Patriots, or how to survive the coming collapse, by Rawles (autographed!) ........ccvivvieiiciiciiciecreenene.. $22
Boston's Gun Bible — Which is the best battle rifle? Find the answer!! 500 + pages!.............. ..$525
Fred's SGN Columns — From back in the old days!.........ccc i e : .. 3515
US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 ..o, $3 50 1OD!$125
| US GI mint issued M1 Garand 8rd clips, Quantity of 10$50 Limited Quantity!
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards...........cccce e $18.50, 10/$135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, Cards...........ccccveeeeeeeneene...... $21.50, 10/$145
M16 10-rd Stripper Clips, US Gl, UNISSUEC........ciieieeeeiieiieieereieiiesesriieresenn s neneeesnnnnneneennnns 100 fOr $14!
AK/SKS Stripper Clips, Incredibly US Gl made! ..........ccocooeiiiieeiiiiiciicr e e 96, Qty of Ten! $35
M1 Garand Op Rod Spring... s 0 b s i b e e o et i A LR [ A
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips wfattached mag flller et eerraeenrrras e reresieeserennenneneenenns10/99, 100/$85
"Battlin the UN", Fred's favorite Story$5

FREE SHIPPING TO | Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsmi4stocks.com | MINIMUM
THE LOWER 48 Ask about our US Gl M14E2 stocks with all the US Gl metal! |ORDER $75

fredsm1id4stocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.org
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ANeEW CHAPTER IN CUNCEALED CARRY

CDSO

THE EMBUOOIMENT UOF MACHINED PRECISION

CARRY

COVERT DOUBLE STACK Sum (OR] KIMBERAMERICA.COM




SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

MIL-SPEC

FORbED IS

E E Inspired by the original G.1. 1911 which has served for more than a century with members of the U.S. military,
E -

M the Springfield Armory® Mil-Spec gives you a modern take on a true classic. From its spur hammer to its

best of the old and the new.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM




