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SUPERIOR INNOVATION.

The CANIK PRIME RADIANE®, built on
the award-winning CANIK METE MCS
‘ PRIME platform by CANIK USA and
enhanced with premium RADIAN®
R A D | A N performance components.
I:’F{ | I\/] E - AD | AN NIGHT FISION® SIGHTS
BLACK

OPTIC READY

RADIAN®
RAMJET™ BARREL

' __RADIAN®
4 \ ALUMINUM BACKSTRAP
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SURPERIOR FIREARMS

acanikusa  @usacanik  @canikusa




H E R ITAG E Aimpoint® DUTY RDS® MR - The next evolution of the
red dot standard. Now with Multi-Reticle capabilities
for dynamic modern demands. Versatility without
M E ETS compromise in a field-proven platform trusted by
ADAPTABI Llw professionals worldwide.
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Aimpoint:

Performance from Trust’
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NEWSSTAND

News for the
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CARRYING CONCEALED

The '80s Rules for Carry —
How Have They Held Up?

James Tarr, Field Editor

MUSINGS FROM THE
AMMO BUNKER
ox3bmm TSWG: The Best of

the PDW Cartridges?
David M. Fortier, Executive Editor

RELOADING
Super-Softy 9mm Load:
Practice Cheap and With

Low Recoil
Patrick Sweeney

IN HUSHED TONES
Thunder Beast Arms Spiro:

Maxed-Out Techno Gear!
Patrick Sweeney

NFA COLLECTING
The M-11/9: America's Most

Versatile Submachine Gun
Will Dabbs, MD

THE WAR GUNS
The Model 1941 Johnson

Light Machine Gun
P.S.

An AR-15 for Lean Times
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AN AR-15-TYPE RIFLE
FOR LEAN TIMES!

SAITH & WESSIING

- 940-3
9MM

REVOLVER

%' THE RPK
%, AND RPK-74

WILSON
COMBAT'S
BULWARK
PISTDL

Cover photography by Sean Utley

SMITH & WESSON'S
940-3 9MM REVOLVER

Yes, a 9mm Revolver!
Patrick Sweeney

THE RPK (RUCHNOY
PULEMYOT KALASHNIKOVA)
AND RPK-74

AK-47-Based Light

Machine Guns

Leroy Thompson

WILSON GOMBAT'S
BULWARK PISTOL

A Collection of Firsts
James Tarr, Field Editor
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ONLY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST*

THE SPANISH STAR Z-70B 9MM PARABELLUM PARTS KIT IS NOW AVAILABLE, A GENUINE
MILITARY SURPLUS KIT IN IT'S ORIGINAL BOX! PAIR YOUR KIT WITH OUR ORIGINAL Z-70B SLINGS
AND YOUR CHOICE OF 20-ROUND OR 30-ROUND TO COMPLETE YOUR SETUP. FOR ALIMITED
TIME, EVERY PARTS KIT PURCHASE INCLUDES A LIMITED EDITION PATCH. DON'T MISS YOUR
CHANCE TO GRAB ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER KITS ON THE MARKET.

102 FIELDVIEW DR | VERSAILLES, KY 40383

LEARN MORE ABOUT STAR BONIFACIO AT CENTERFIRESYSTEMS.COM
®2026 CENTERFIRESYSTEMS, INC. | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



OPTICS COMPANY

A Difference So Clear, You Can See It

A full line optics company located in sunny Arizona. In business  jncludes shipping & handling

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON IJK OPTICS!

for over 35 years worldwide, over 25 years in the USA.

181 01 Y 4 D@ :N DR W Reqular Price $135.00 each

GET ONE FOR A DEAL OF ONLY $70.00

GET TWO FOR $120.00 COMPLETE
RD 432 1X30 WITH FOUR DIFFERENT CROSSHAIRS

RD 432 1x30 same great value as the standard red dot except that this one has a longer housing

as Is more massive. Features four (4) illuminated reticles allowing the user to choose the style they prefer at any time. The
brightness is adjusted by a knob on the top that allows you to adjust from intensity 1 to intensity 11 the brightest. Includes
your rings for easy mounting. Very good in the day light and can be used on all type of weapons.

o] 0l 34 1 28] 34 (@ VN A Reqular Price $102.00 each

GET ONE FOR A DEAL OF ONLY $50.00

TWO FOR ONLY $90.00
RD 40-333 1X22X33 SILVER ELECTRO DOT SIGHT

This sight is ideal for hunters and competitors requiring a rapid target acquisition
sight, without magnification. The target appears immediately in the large window. The electro dot sight features four (4)
lluminated reticles allowing the user to choose the style they prefer at any time. The brightness is adjusted by a knob on
the top that allows you to adjust from intensity 1 to intensity 3 the brightest. The electro dot sight is a compact 80mm wide
and features integral mounts. The window is 22mm x 33mm with a field of view t 100 m 15.8 This electro dot with all the
various adjustments, crosshair selections makes a great combination with your pistol, rifle, shotgun, or whatever else you
own. llluminates in either red or green. Black or Silver. Specify when ordering.

CONTACT STEVE AT | Orsend your order with check or money order to:

Phone: 602.690.6976 | Steve Kovary, i
email order to steve@ijksales.com | 22614 N 87th Ave SCAN ME

We accept most all credit cards. Peoria, Arizona 85383

LOOKING FOR DEALERS OR DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH & EAST COAST
You can view the complete line at: wwwi.ijksales.com

Follow us on Instagram! Follow us on Facebook!

e Shown with optional
BCM M3 Cheek Risers

3CM Stock Mod 3

Removable buttpad with diamond textured non-slip surface
Patented internal latch system, US Patent Number 9,109,855
Both horizontal and vertical web sling attachment points
Extremely small and lightweight, 6.4 ozs, with tool-less install
Double-walled H-Beam construction for extreme durability
Compatible with the versatile new BCM M3 Cheek Risers,
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BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade Weaponry®

Stobk
Mod 1
SOPMOD

}

- -
—

Grip
Mod 3

* In Black and
Flat Dark Earth

« Hinged trap door
storage with gasket

Starting at . . $20

Grip
Mod 4 =

* In Black and
Flat Dark Earth

» Available with

Jack Carr Crossed
Tomahawks design

Starting at . . $20

« For Aimpoint and Trijicon optics
In Multiple Heights

Optic Riser

Lengths from 2 inch to 7 inch. Starting at $70

BRAV(

COMPANY USA

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY s —

- Available in widebody

AR

Stock

SOPMOD model with more
pronounced cheekweld

» With storage
compartment
accessible through
buttpad

+ Widebody SOPMOD

Stock
Mod 3

Muzzle Devices
For 5.56mm and 7.62/.30 Cal . Starting at $35

B] Compensator
Mod 2

Compensator
Mod 3

Compensator
Mod 4

Flash Suppressor

QD Sling Mounts

For every applications Starting at $19

M LOK@’Mc?bFI‘ « KeyMod ™ compatible
« M- compatible

- Picatinny rail compatible
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w'grﬁ{; i
! o Ml ]

L}
0
]

Vi

.‘_-. . .4
M %
A -

w BCM

- Widebody SOPMOD

« With removeable
modular buttpad

Mod 2 SOPMOD

— . .
- Shown with optional

BCM M3 Cheek Risers
« Patented internal latch system
« With removeable modular buttpad
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B - Low-Viz G10
R Non-Metallic

* Polymer Trainer

Regiment ¢ I;T.;.;__; e S
Blades , _ DV

Starting at . . . $45 - Auto Lock Folder

- Haley R
Strategic P e Tl R

ey
E=r

R
WA
e

| Tactical
Slings

Starting at $45

* Vickers
Tactical

* Frank
Proctor

All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.
M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.

Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com




BRAVOCOMPHNYUSH.COM

Professional Grade Weaponry®

11.5 Inch Carbine

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
» Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected
 Mil-Spec F-Marked Forged Front Sight Base

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

« USGI 1/7 Twist
« Chrome Lined

without Hanguards

Standard 16 Inch Mid-Length

with BCM MCMR-15 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver - USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
« Mil-Spec 11595E Steel - HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined
- BCM MCMR Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

« USGI 1/7 Twist

with BCM MCMR Rail Hanguards

MCMR-10

Free Float Handguard - FDE
M-LOK® Compatible Modular Rail

* Precision Machined 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy

BCM MCMR Handguards

In7,8,9,10, 13, 15 Inches . . Starting at $209
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KMR Alpha 15

Free Float Handguard
KeyMod™ Compatible Mounting Slots
» 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM KMR Alpha Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 13, 15, 17 Inches . Starting at $209
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RAIDER-13

Free Float Handguard
M-LOK® Compatible Mounting Slots
* 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM RAIDER Handguards
In 10 and 13 Inch Length. . ..

BRAV() &

COMPANY USA

Starting at $239

a w BCM

Standard 7 Inch 300 Blackout

with BCM KMR-A5 KeyMod™ Handguard

- T-Marked Flat Top Receiver
- 1/7 Twist Continuous Taper Profile Barrel « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
« Chrome Lined + 762/300BLK Flash Hider

« .300 Blackout Chamber

BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups

Starting at $560

Starting at $725

.‘QQ“Q 23
£ m 5 &

| 8 .
-------tmuﬁhﬂ—

QRF-7 Quad Rail

Free Float Handguard
« 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy, Hard Coat Anodized

BCM QRF Handguards
In7,8,9, 10, 12 Inches
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Rail COvers

- Available in Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible

BCM Rail Covers . . .. 5 Packs starting at $10

KAG
Kinesthetic
Angled Grip

* Available in Black or

Flat Dark Earth, in KeyMod, |
M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Plcatmny

BCM KAG Grips Starting at $19

Chambered in .300 Blackout

Starting at $770

Standard 14.5 Inch Mid-Length

with BCM RAIDER-M13 Free Float Rail Handguard

- M4 Feed Ramp T-Marked Flat Top Receiver
« USGI 1/7 Twist « Mil-Spec 11595E Steel
- BCM RAIDER Rail Handguard with M-LOK® Compatible Slots
BCM Complete Upper Receiver Groups
with BCM RAIDER Rail Hanguards

- USGI 5.56 NATO Chamber
* HPT/MP Inspected « Chrome Lined

Starting at $765

_P—-i_!—-l_l—i-l——l--——l--——l-

PKMR and PMCR

Polymer Handguards
* High strength polymer, simple "drop in" design
- Avallable in Black or Flat Dark Earth,

in KeyMod or M-LOK® compatible,
in Carbine or Mid-Length

BCM Polymer Handguards . . . Starting at $21

|

"

1

Vertical
Grip
Mod 3

- Available In
Black or Flat Dark Earth,
in KeyMod, M-LOK® compatible or 1913 Picatinny

BCM Vertical Grips Starting at $19

BRAHVUCOMPANYUSH.COM

All pricing is subject to change without notice. Please see our website for current pricing.
M-LOK® is a registered trademark of Magpul Industries Corp.

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED AMERICAN COMPANY 1 —
Hartland, WI U.S.A./ Call Toll Free: 1-877-BRAVO CO (1-877-272-8626) / BravoCompanyMFG.com
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M-11/9 PISTOL AND SUBMACGHINE GUN
OPTIC MOUNTS FROM STOHMWEHKS'

Add an optic to your M-11/9 pistol or submachine gun—no gunsmithing
required! StormWerks designed this mount to have a rock-solid fit even when
firing full auto at 1,200 rpm! There is also a channel so that you can still use
the iron sights as well. The mount is anodized to Mil-A-86295, Type I, Class 1.
Only $74.50 from StormWerkz.com. (Be sure to see Dr. Dabbs' NFA
Collecting column on the M-11/9 SMG in this issue.)

NEW PRODUCTION
WWI TRENGH KNIFE!

YOU NEED ONE FOR YOUR KNIFE COLLECTION
(OR FOR THE APOCGALYPSE)!

High-quality reproduction of 1918 US WWI trench knife. It is 12 inches
long and complete with metal sheath and leather belt hanger. Everyone
needs one of these fighting knives. The real knuckle duster! Only $39.88
from HuntersLodge.com. Limited supply and check your local ordinances
before ordering.

SMITH & WESSON M&P 2.0 AND WALTHER PDP
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS FROM XS SIGHTS'
ADD FIVE MORE ROUNDS!

Upgrade your handgun’s performance with the XS +5 Magazine Extension!

These extensions are engineered 1o increase ammunition capacity while maintaining
factory-level reliability and function. Designed specifically for Walther PDP and
Smith & Wesson M&P 2.0 platforms, this extension delivers enhanced capacity for
duty, training, and defensive applications without the need for upgraded springs

or complicated installation.

Precision-machined from high-strength aluminum and finished in a black nitride coating,
the XS +5 extension is built for extreme durability, corrosion resistance, and long-term
performance in demanding environments. Its streamlined profile integrates seamlessly with
factory magazines, ensuring dependable feeding and a clean, professional appearance.
Made from aircraft aluminum and comes in a black nitride finish. Cost is $40 each from XSSights.com.

8 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026
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NEWSSTAND — NEWS FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY

ATF DIRECTOR CEKADA’S GONGERN

f Cekada Is as Pro-2A as He Says He
1S, Then He Needs to Focus on the
Intent of That Amendment for This Case.

By David Codrea, Politics Field Editor

‘ ‘ ATF Director Rob
Cekada recently
acknowledged
that the 20-year prison sentence
brought by charges his agency present-
ed to the U.S. Department of Justice
against Patrick Tate Adamiak was
far longer than anything he had ever
seen,” Lee “The Gun Writer” Williams
writes for the Second Amendment
Foundation’s “Investigative Journalism
Project. Williams has been a prolific
chronicler of the case, having filed over
40 stories to date on Adamiak’s ordeal,
one that began with a confidential
informant working with ATF to work
off charges of his own.

firearms under an expansive interpre-
tation of the statute.”

“Joe Biden’s ATF lied about what
their confidential informant had
purchased from Adamiak,” Williams
notes. “They lied again to obtain a
search warrant of Adamiak’s proper-
ty. They found nothing illegal while
executing their search warrant, so
they lied yet again about the legal
items they found in order to obtain
a conviction.”

That was the Biden administra-
tion. We are now well into the Trump
administration and until Cekada was
directly asked about the case prompt-
ing a for-the-record response, there’s

FOR ADAMIAK MISSES LARGER POINT

(BreizhAtao/Shutterstock)

“Cekada promised neither he nor the
ATF will be ‘offended by the outcome
of the courts,” because he wants to
make sure that Adamiak was “appropri-
ately sentenced’,” Williams recounted.

That’s mighty big of him. However,
Second Amendment advocates should
be offended by such a presumptuous
response.

The fact of the matter 1s, as
Williams documents, “Adamiak did
nothing wrong. He broke no laws or
ATF regulations.” And even if he

“Joe Biden’s ATF lied about what their confidential informant
had purchased from Adamiak,” Willlams notes.

“Adamiak 1s a former U.S. Navy
sallor who served honorably for over
a decade and had no prior criminal
history. He was sentenced to 20 years’
imprisonment for alleged violations of
the National Firearms Act based on
the possession of nonfunctional, cut-
up, destroyed relics,” NRA-ILA wrote
1n 1ts announcement that 1t was join-
ing SAF and others in an amicus brief
asking the Supreme Court to hear his
case. “The 1items had been rendered in-
operable or were incomplete parts that
could not fire, yet prosecutors treated
them as fully functional regulated

10 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026

been no movement on the part of the
administration to make good on the
Second Amendment promises that got
the president elected.

For his part, as he revealed 1n a
Cam & Company interview, Cekada
seemed to buy into the charges (“ATF
folks have told me they were not
properly demilled and ultimately very
casily were assembled to fall into what
the law would call a machinegun™)
and focused instead on the length of
Adamiak’s sentence, noting dangerous
criminals deliberately flouting the law
had recetved much lighter sentences.

had, an honest reading of the Second
Amendment with Founding intent
would show the only ones doing any-
thing wrong are government usurpers.
David Codrea is the winner of multiple
Journalist awards for investigating/de-
fending the RKBA and a long-time gun
owner rights advocate who defiantly chal-
lenges the folly of citizen disarmament.

In addition to being a regular featured
contributor for Firearms News, he blogs
at “The War on Guns: Notes from the
Resistance,” and posts onlwitter: @
dcodrea and Facebook. K

[ Cont. to page 12 ]



Now With AIMPOINT:
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. " SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM




NEWSSTAND [Cont. from page 10]

Will This Provide a

Template for DOJ
to Follow?

By David Codrea,
Politics Field Editor
Virginia prosecutors and

A sheriffs are publicly sig-

naling they do not plan to enforce or
prosecute certain violations under the
commonwealth’s new assault firearms
restrictions before the law takes effect
July 1,” the Center Square reports.
“The expanding list of statements
follows earlier opposition from several
commonwealth’s attorneys after Gov.
Abigail Spanberger signed Senate Bill
749 and House Bill 217 in May.”
That would be the new “law”
that, per the governor’s press re-
lease, “prohibit[s] the future sale of
assault firearms and the possession
of a magazine which has a capacity
of more than 15 rounds.” And while
“firearms bought or owned before
July 1, 2026 are supposedly “grand-
fathered,” there’s nothing that stops
any government that thinks 1t can get
away with this from coming back for
more. Noting that Spanberger added
the obligatory “I support the Second
Amendment BUT” into her an-
nouncement, expect that they will the
moment they think the time 1s right.
Tellingly, Spanberger signaled
she knew the bill wouldn’t pass legal
muster with her statement admission,
“While the General Assembly chose
not to adopt my amendment that
specifically carves out certain firearms
frequently used for hunting, I will
work with the patrons to clarify
this language.”

growing number of
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VIRGINIA PROSEGUTORS REFUSING
TO ENFORCGE “ASSAULT WEAPONS” BAN

“The governor’s acknowledgment
that the law covers common hunting
models will likely be cited in Second
Amendment challenges,” Constitution-
al law scholar Jonathan Turley writes.
“If the law 1s not amended, she could
prove the main witness against her own
signed legislation.” (That can be useful
as long as we don’t forget that the
Second Amendment i1sn’t about hunting
and relying on what’s “in common use”

has, can, and will be used to deny past,

(Ketanof/Shutterstock)

current, and future arms which are not
commercially popular.)

One of the early voices refusing
to enforce the ban (Virginia Citizens
Defense League has comprised a list
of 13 prosecutors to date) 1s Marine
veteran and commonwealth attorney
for Spotsylvania County Ryan Mehaf-
fey, who flat-out refused to enforce
the ban and sent a letter to the sheriff
declaring the ban is “unconstitutional
and cannot be lawfully enforced.”

Second Amendment activists, including members of the Virginia Citizens Defense
League, protest gun ban proposals back in 2020 in Richmond, Virginia.
(ButtermilkgiriVirginia/Shutterstock)
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That’s consistent with the 1803 case
of Marbury v. Madison, where Chief
Justice John Marshall declared “[a] Law
repugnant to the Constitution 1s void.”

The ban “is striking at the core
of the militia system that existed in
Virginia,” Mehaffey informed Fox
News, showing he 1s one of the few
public officials who “gets it,” or is at
least willing to publicly acknowledge
that reality. “Our founders were careful
to make sure when they drafted our
founding document, that the ultimate
right of the people was preserved to
defend themselves and to defend their
community. So, the linchpin of the
constitutional analysis 1s going to be
does this instrument have some reason-
able relationship to the preservation or
efficiency of a regulated militia.”

“Prosecutors in Virginia swear an
oath to the United States Constitution
— the supreme law of the land — and
also to the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia,” attorney and
Second Amendment commentator
Mark W. Smith writes, corroborating
Mehatftey’s right to refuse. “A statute
that violates either one 1s verboten,
and prosecutors may not enforce it.
Doing so would be in violation of the
oath every prosecutor takes.”

“Banning the purchase and transfer
of firearms necessarily implicates the

text of the Second Amendment,
because acquiring a gun 1s the pre-
requisite to keeping or bearing one,”
Smith elaborates. “Once the plain
text 1s implicated, the burden shifts —
entirely — to the government.”

“Virginia Criminal Code 1s also on
the side of the prosecutors,” Smith
adds. “Virginia’s statutes empow-
er criminal prosecutors with the
prosecutorial discretion to refuse to
commence or even walk away from a
criminal prosecution.”

Such discretion 1s something the
federal government could better
apply. Case 1n point: “Republicans in
Congress failed gun owners by failing
to fully repeal the NFA [National
Firearms Act] in the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill,” Gun Owners of America
notified followers on X.

“Don’t like bad gun laws? Tell
Congress!” Department of Justice Civil
Rights Division Assistant Attorney
General Harmeet Dhillon replied (sig-
nificantly, on her personal, rather than
official X account). In addition to being
reminiscent of Pontius Pilate washing
his hands to absolve himself of conse-
quential responsibility, that ignores the
reality that without an unchallengeable
political majority supporting the Sec-
ond Amendment, a right delayed will
forever be a right denied.

Add to that continue prosecu-
tions of gun owners to enforce clear
infringements on the Second Amend-
ment and 1t 1s way past time the “pro-
gun” DOJ started showing a lot more
“discretion,” and follow the lead of
principled prosecutors like Mehattey
by explaining why theyre refusing and
instructing enforcers to stand down.

Even 1f it gets Third World immi-
grant gun-grabbers, intent on turning
the Founder’s Republic into the hell-
holes they escaped from, mad at them:

“Virginia state Sen. Saddam Azlan
Salim (D) 1s telling prosecutors who
say they will not enforce his “assault
weapons’ ban to quit ‘tough guy
posturing.”

What he seems blissfully ignorant
of 1n his tyrannical threat is that
tough guys don’t posture.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple

Journalist awards for investigating/de-

fending the RKBA and a long-time gun
owner rights advocate who defiantly chal-
lenges the folly of citizen disarmament.

In addition to being a regular featured
contributor for Firearms News, he blogs
at “The War on Guns: Notes from the
Resistance,” and posts onlwitter: @

dcodrea and Facebook. EJ

HEARING SCHEDULED FOR MILITIA-BASED

CHALLENGE TO VA 'ASSAULT WEAPON’ BAN

More Complaints About the Law
Being Unconstitutional Are Piling Up

By David Codrea, Gun Politics Field Editor

hile four other challenges
to Virginia’s “assault
weapon’ and magazine

ban are on hold pending a decision

14 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026

by a three-judge panel on whether
they should be consolidated,
another complaint is still “sched-
uled to be argued on June 17th,

(zmotions/Shutterstock)

[ Cont. to page 90]
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CARRYING CONGEALED

hese four statements:
1. Don’t modify your carry
gun,
2. Don’t carry a gun with a
trigger pull under
four pounds,
3. Don’t carry handloaded
ammo for self-defense,
and
4. Carry any caliber you
want, as long as it starts
with a “4.”
were endlessly debated in gun mag-
azines, gun stores, and at shooting
ranges all through the 1980s and
for years 1f not decades after. Some
people considered them near-gospel
statements of fact, others were not
so convinced. Let’s look at them with
modern eyes. Please keep in mind that
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By James Tarr | Field Editor

I’'m not a lawyer and don’t play one
on TV, I'm just a former cop and have
a lot of practical experience 1n this
area, combined with common sense.

1. Don’t modify your carry gun. Back
in the eighties, factory guns weren’t
built to be altered by the consumer.
You could replace the grips, but even
something as simple as switching out
the sights was an ordeal. So, if you
carried a “customized” pistol, that was
(supposedly) a sign to an antagonistic
prosecutor (if you got into a shooting)
that you were someone who’d just
been 1tching to shoot someone. I didn’t
agree with that defensive mindset then,
and today...the world of firearms 1s
completely different.

Modern pistols are designed to be
adaptable, upgradeable, personalized

e
THE ’80s RULES FOR CARRY—

Tarr’s carry gun

for most of the
nineties was this
Springfield Armory
1911. It broke two
of the “80s carry gun
rules”—it was highly
customized, and had
a trigger pull under
4 Ibs. (Photos by
Andy Grossman)

HOW HAVE THEY HELD UP?
T

by the consumer. The market has
demanded it, and manufacturers

have answered. Replacement parts

are everywhere, and 1t generally 1s
quick and easy to swap out sights,
grips, and springs. Replace standard
barrels with ported or extended
threaded models. The current hotness
1S chassis construction, where the
“frame” 1s 1n fact just a grip module,
and you can buy replacements from
the factory that are different sizes,
colors, textures, etc. People are also
attaching red dots and white lights to
carry guns, which 1s technically “mod-
ifying” that gun. As long as you’re not
slapping a Punisher skull on your gat
or etching “Kill ‘Em All” on the slide
(both of which could signal intent),

I don’t see a problem.
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CARRYING CONCEALED

A four-pound trigger pull in the ’80s was
deemed to be the minimum accept-
able for carry, but is the four-pound

pull on this Glock really safer than the
3Ya-pound pull of the 1911, when the
1911 has two mechanical safeties that
have to be disengaged before it can
fire? (Photo by James Tarr)

2. Don’t carry a gun with a trigger
pull under four pounds. There’s two
parts to this—first, back in the day,
factory trigger pulls sucked, and no fac-
tory gun had a pull under four pounds,
so 1f yours did, you'd had work done
to 1t and see #1 above. Second, a pull
under four pounds could, theoretically,
be argued to be a “hair trigger” by an
aggressive prosecutor, indicating either
lack of safety and/or aggressive intent.

Modern trigger pulls, across the
board, have gotten better—lighter,
smoother, shorter. Several of the
pistols I've reviewed 1n the past six
months have had, from the factory,
3.75-pound trigger pulls. They are not
inherently unsafe. If you haven’t mas-
tered “keep your finger off the trigger
until the sights are on the target,” it’s
you that’s unsafe.

The biggest proponent of the “four-
pound” rule for trigger pulls back in
the day rarely talked about mechanical
safety, his (nearly) sole concern was
how that light trigger would (again)
be viewed by a possibly antagonistic
prosecutor. My perspective has always
been this—I want the trigger pull on
my carry gun to be as short, light, and
crisp as possible, to improve my shoot-
ing and thus my chances of surviving
a violent encounter. If I survive, I'll
spend my day in court. And, at the end
of the day, what’s important is whether
or not the bullets you fired went where
you wanted them to. Heavy trigger
pulls impede this. Jeff Cooper him-
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self stated “three pounds, crisp, 1s the
word” when talking about the proper
trigger pull on a carried 1911 for some-
one who knows what theyre doing.

I will say that a 1911 has a thumb
and grip safety, both of which have
to be manually deactivated before the
gun will fire. Most modern striker-
fired pistols only have a safety lever
on the trigger, and if something gets
wedged into the trigger guard during
reholstering...well, in that case a
heavy trigger pull will be an addition-
al margin of safety. If you're carrying
appendix, with that muzzle wedged
into your junk drawer....

3. Don’t carry handloaded ammo
for self-defense. People thought
about doing this back in the eighties
because all factory ammo performed
so poorly. They were experimenting
with different bullets and velocities
to get better terminal performance.
That’s exactly how Cor-Bon Am-
munition got 1ts start. The people
who were against handloaded ammo
weren't concerned with 1ts terminal
performance, but rather how 1ts mere
presence in your carry gun would
(again—I know, right?) signal mur-
derous intent to a prosecutor. Luckily,
this 1s completely unnecessary today,
and that brings us to...

4. Carry any caliber you want, as
long as it starts with “4.” I call these

Back in the day, whether or not your
hollow point expanded was a defi-
nite “maybe”, so the rule was bigger
(at least a .4 of an inch) was always
better, and the 10mm was designed
to be the ultimate defensive cartridge.
(Photo by James Tarr)

People were wanting to handload carry
ammo in the ’80s simply because fac-
tory hollow points lacked performance.
That is no longer the case. (Photo by
James Tarr)

“The Caliber Wars,” and the debates
led to endless “9mm vs. .45 ACP,”
then “9mm vs. 40 S&W vs. .45 ACP”
articles in gun magazines, with the
occasional mention of the 10mm.
The truth was hollow point perfor-
mance in the eighties sucked, they
couldn’t be guaranteed to expand (or
9mms even penetrate cars), so the
answer was bigger heavier bullets.
The .45 ACP was a bit much for most
people...and so the .40 S&W became
the new hotness. It was a compromise
in every way, but it did what 1t was
supposed to do. However, because of
the 1986 Miami shootout, the FBI
developed their Ammunition Testing
Protocol, and things have never been
the same.

Ammo makers have improved their
design and manufacturing processes
so much they can program how much
JHPs will expand, and how deep
they’ll penetrate, out of various-
length barrels, through clothing,
auto glass or car doors, drywall, etc.
Performance 1sn’t just consistent, 1t’s
almost guaranteed. Real-world shoot-
ing results have shown that, today,
there 1s no statistical difference 1n
terminal performance between 9mm,
40 S&W, and 45 ACP, which 1s why
almost all law enforcement agencies
and private citizens have switched
to 9mm. You'll still likely need more
than one hit (because handguns still
suck at stopping people, at least com-
pared to shotguns or rifles, all they do
1s poke holes), but with a 9mm you’ve
got less recoil and more rounds in the
gun to get the job done. EJ
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER By pavid M. Fortier | Executive Editor

KAC’s 6x35mm PDW faded away into
the history books, but was its 6x35mm T

TSWG cartridge the best of the PDW v. Py
rounds? (Photo by David M. Fortier) A

6X35MM TSW

s the Best PDW Cartridge One You Never Heard of"?

hile there are a number to
choose from, which i1s the
best of the Personal Defense

Weapon (PDW) cartridges? Might it
be FNH’s 5.7x28mm introduced with
the P90? Or perhaps HK’s 4.6x30mm
developed for the MP7? Colt’s still-
born 5.56x30mm MARS? What
about the World War II-vintage .30
Carbine? While each of these has its
merits, I lean toward the little-known
6x35mm TSWG (Technical Support
Working Group) cartridge developed
by Knight’s Armament Company, or
KAC as they are commonly known.
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Why would I select an obscure
cartridge that failed to win a govern-
ment contract and faded into history?
To answer that question, let’s examine
this interesting 6mm and its intended
purpose. Like a number of imnova-
tive designs, the 6x35mm TSWG is
based on the .221 Remington Fireball
cartridge introduced 1in 1963. The
6x35mm TSWG 1s a compact rimless
bottleneck cartridge noticeably short-
er than a 5.56x45mm NATO round. It
features a case length of 35mm, and 1t
has a rim diameter of 0.378 inch and
a base diameter of 0.376 inch.

The Hornady factory ammunition
[ had the opportunity to test fire
featured a 0.243-inch diameter
65-grain hollow point bullet. This
had a cannelure for reliable opera-
tion in fully automatic weapons. The
projectile measured approximately
0.913 inch long and had a boat-tail
to enhance 1ts exterior ballistics. The
open-tip design was intended to
improve terminal performance.
Propellant consisted of a charge of
extruded smokeless powder. Beneath
this was a standard non-corrosive
boxer-type small rifle primer.
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER
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Knight’s 6x35mm TSWG with its peers: (L to R) 5.56x45mm, 5.45x39mm, 6x35 TSWG,
65-grain 6mm HP projectile, 5.7x28mm, and 9x19mm. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

This cartridge was optimized for
barrels measuring eight to 10 inches in
length. Fired from the 10-inch barrel
of KAC’s PDW, the 65-grain load
produced 2,425 fps and generated
approximately 831 ft-lbs. of energy.

It was also capable of penetrating

soft body armor at 300 meters. While
realistic PDW engagements are gener-
ally far closer, the cartridge delivered
energy comparable to a 62-grain M&3535
fired from a 10.3-inch Mk18. In prac-
tical terms, the 6x35mm TSWG put a
slightly larger and heavier projectile on
target at stmilar velocities.

It’s important to understand the
6x35mm TSWG was never intended
to replace general-purpose infantry
cartridges like the 5.56x45mm NATO,
5.45x39mm or 7.62x39mm. Instead, it
was designed as a better solution for
ultra-compact PDWs, bridging the
gap between conventional rifles and
pistol-caliber submachine guns. It 1s
its ability to bridge this gap which I
find very appealing.

The challenge facing designers
of the time was that existing PDW
options all involved compromise.
Traditional 9mm Parabellum sub-
machine guns were compact and
controllable, but struggled against
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modern body armor and offered
limited range. This shortcoming led to
the development of specialized PDW
cartridges like FN’s 5.7x28mm and
HK’s 4.6x30mm.
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Both were designed to defeat soft
body armor while maintaining a
lightweight, compact weapon system.
The FN P90 and HK MP7 attracted
considerable interest from military
and law enforcement organizations
around the world. However, both
relied on lightweight, small-diameter
projectiles traveling at high velocity.
While this provided armor penetra-
tion, questions persisted regarding
terminal performance.

At the opposite end of the spec-
trum sat the 5.56x45mm NATO. It
performed exceptionally well from
standard-length barrels, but short-
ening the platform to true PDW
dimensions increased blast, flash and
noise while reducing velocity. The
resulting weapons remained effective,
but they were operating outside the
conditions for which the cartridge had
been designed.

This left a gap 1n the market.
Military planners wanted a weapon
smaller than a conventional carbine
but more capable than a pistol-caliber

Despite its light 4.3-pound weight the author found KAC’s PDW pleasant to fire
and easy to control on semi and full-automatic. (Photo by Dillard “CJ” Johnson)
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MUSINGS FROM THE AMMO BUNKER

KAC’s 6x35mm TSWG cartridge was designed to perform well from eight and
10-inch barrels reducing muzzle flash, blast and noise compared to a short barrel

5.56x45mm. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

submachine gun. They wanted armor
penetration comparable to emerging
PDW systems along with improved

platforms. On paper, at least, it
appeared to offer the best attributes
of both worlds.

Florida I found their compact PDW
very easy to hit with on semi-automatic
and quite controllable on full automat-
ic. The KAC PDW handles well, and
with 1ts mild recoil impulse and good
trigger 1t 1s very easy to take rapid
aimed shots on semi-automatic.

The recoil impulse of the cartridge
combined with the characteristics
of the firearm also makes 1t very
controllable on full automatic. Even
while dumping entire magazines in
one long burst it was relatively simple
to keep rounds on target at practical
distances despite the weapon’s light
4.5-pound weight. Best of all, unlike
a M 16 shorty or AKS-74U, there was
no blinding muzzle flash, deafening
report or horrendous over pressure
wave. You pressed the trigger, the gun
rattled away and rounds impacted the
target. Stmple and effective.

At the time of 1ts introduction, the
6x35mm TSWG appeared to be a
logical solution to the PDW conun-
drum, especially when paired with
KAC’s ultra-compact 4.3-pound

Rather than shortening a conventional rifle cartridge, 1he

terminal performance and a
cartridge optimized specifically for
short barrels.

That 1s where the 6x35mm TSWG
becomes particularly interesting.
Rather than relying on extreme
velocity, Knight’'s Armament selected
a larger-diameter 65-grain projectile
capable of delivering greater mass
and frontal area on target. Rather
than shortening a conventional rifle
cartridge, they designed a new round
optimized from the outset for barrels
as short as eight inches.

In many respects, the 6x35mm
TSWG occupied the middle ground
between existing solutions. It prom-
1sed better terminal performance than
the 5.7x28mm and 4.6x30mm while
avoiding the excessive blast and flash
generated by ultra-short 5.56x45mm
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Unlike a 5.56x45mm MG855 ball
round, the 6x35mm TSWG does not
exhibit the substantial muzzle blast,
flash and sound signature associated
with short-barreled AR-15s. Because
the cartridge was designed around a
10-1nch barrel, propellant is largely
consumed before the bullet exits the
muzzle. The result 1s a comparatively
mild firing signature, even during fully
automatic fire, making it more pleas-
ant to shoot and reducing disruption
to nearby personnel.

My thoughts? I like the concept of
a modern Personal Defense Weapon
that’s accurate, easy to control on full
auto, has a relatively flat trajectory, and
a mild sound/flash signature. Knight’s
Armament Company’s 6x35mm TSWG
cartridge provides all this. During
testing at Knight’s facility in Titusville,

carbine. At first glance, the weapon
resembles a scaled-down AR-15 with
a side-folding stock. A closer look
reveals a noticeably smaller receiver
and magazine, resulting in a lighter,
handier package.

In many respects, the concept was
ahead of its time. Rather than forcing
a conventional rifle cartridge into an
extremely short barrel, KAC designed
a cartridge specifically optimized for
the role. The result was a compact
weapon with low flash, reduced blast
and respectable terminal perfor-
mance. It 1s perhaps best compared
to another interesting but ultimately

unsuccessful PDW cartridge, Colt’s
5.56x30mm MARS. I would love to

see the 6x35mm TSWG cartridge
make a come-back, but I do not see
that happening in the near future. K1
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BELOAD’”G By Patrick Sweeney

SUPER-SOFTY
9MM LOAD

Practice Cheap and With

L ow Recoll!

¢ all know that starting new
shooters with a .22LR 1s best
and proper, but sooner or

later you're going to have to promote
them to centerfire. Then what? How
about reloading for that? And specifi-
cally, the softest, easiest-to-control, and
lowest-cost reload you can generate?
That one is easy; I have just the ticket.
Well, in 9mm, anyway. And since it
seems we're now 1n a 9mm world, this
will work.

First, the bullet. I use a Blue Bullets
125-grain round nose (RN). However,
the load I developed will work with
just about any lead, coated or plated
125-grain RN. I just happened to
work this load up when I had a big
stash of Blue Bullets and wanted to
switch from cast bullets.

The primer choice doesn’t matter, they
all will work. As long as they are small
pistol and not magnums, and certainly
not rifle primers, you just use whatever
you could score at the best price. There
are times and loads when primers
matter, but this 1s not one of them.

For brass cases, again, whatever.
My home gun club has the range dirt
we stand on coated in 9mm brass.
The rules say to pick it up, but many
do not, so if you want free brass, 1t’s
there for the picking-up. Using mixed
brass instead of “all the same” does
bring a certain small loss of accura-
cy, but the amount matters only to
Bullseye shooters and USPSA Grand
Masters. For practice, or teaching new
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The 9mm super-
softy load delivers
excellent accuracy

both in a Springfield
Armory Garrison, and
a ferociously expen-
sive custom 1911.
(Patrick Sweeney)

shooters, the difference matters not
at all.

Lastly, powder. For this load 1
settled on Vihtavuor:i N330. It1s a
fast-to-medium burning rate powder,
it meters well, and the powder charge
1s small enough to make 1t economical
to use. Some pistols hate a combo of
very-fast powders and lead or coated
bullets. None, so far, have hated N330.
The weight of the powder charge? 3.6
grains. A pound of powder theoreti-
cally gets you 1,944 loaded rounds.

The overall length (OAL) 1s
essentially the same as that of many
115-, 124-, or 125-grain round-nosed
9mm factory loadings, which is 1.128
inches. I wasn’t trying to improve on
those, just duplicate them, or close-
enough, to make the loaded cartridge
work 1n any 9mm firearm I might use
it in. There 1s no absolute standard for
overall length for the 9mm, as long as
1t 1s not so long it binds 1n the maga-
zine, or wedges 1n the chamber leade.
The minor differences in OAL listed
below reflect more where the bullet
seating die contacts the bullet ogive
when seating it than anything else.

Okay, now the caveats and what to
be aware of. This load is super-soft
in recoil, because 1t 1s not trying to
break the sound barrier. Depending
on what firearm you use, it might only
be going 850 fps. Out of a Springfield
Armory Garrison 4.25-inch barrel, it
barely does that. Out of my super-
accurate test 1911, with 1ts 5.5-inch
barrel, 1t sometimes breaks 900 f{ps.
The pressure-test barrel was even
slower. The load has proven utterly
reliable in my hands, but I am an odd
case. Something about my grip makes
pistols that short stroke in other

There’s no rocket science here, the
idea was to duplicate the overall

length of a factory 125-grain round,
and that was all. (Patrick Sweeney)
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The charge of 3.6 grains of Vihtavouri
N330 works pretty much regardless of
what 125-grain 9mm bullet you use.
Here, a Blue Bullet loaded round flanks
a Blue Bullet, a Berry’s plated hollow
point, and a hard-cast 125-grain round
nose. (Patrick Sweeney)

shooters hands, still work for me. If
you find that in your hands this load
won't always cycle, no problem, up
the charge a bit. A tenth or two more
powder should do the trick. At 3.8
grains it will work for everyone, but
you will “only” get 1,842 rounds out
of a pound of powder.

Now, the matter of bullets again.
In previous columns I've shown that
swapping one brand or type of bullet
for another can make the chamber
pressure change enough to make the
resulting load exceed the pressure limits
for the 9mm Parabellum. (And it can
happen in other cartridges as well.) We
have little worry here, as the original
load; 125-grain RN Blue Bullets and
3.6 grains of VV-330, generated a min-
1scule 16,630 PSI. Let’s say switching
to a plated 125-grain bullet ups that by
10%. It might, it might not.) So, what
if 1t does? I did that with a batch of
Berry’s 124-plated hollow points. We're
still talking only 18,290 PSI. Plus, let’s
say your pistol won’t cycle at 3.6 grains,

SUPER-SOFTY 9MM LOAD

Even out of a carbine, the softy load is going to be too weak to knock bowling
pins down. (Patrick Sweeney)

and you have to up the powder charge,
adding another 10% to the pressure.
Quick math: that makes 1t 19,960 PSI.
We're still only just past the halfway
point of the allowable pressure for

the 9mm Parabellum. This load just
doesn’t care.

The benefits just keep adding-on.
With a miserly 3.6 grains of powders,
the muzzle blast is not going to be
ferocious. Hand a new shooter your
9mm loaded with your every-day car-
ry load, that being a hot or +P 9mm
load, and 1t will be a contest between
the muzzle blast or the recoil to see
which wins at dampening their enthu-
siasm. At that low chamber pressure,
resizing your brass will be less work
than with the hot load.

Now, this load won’t work for pistol
competition. None of the variations
tested made Minor for IDPA or
USPSA competition. These loads
are also way too weak to be suitable

All loads with 3.6 grains Vihtavouri N330, Winchester small pistol primers and

random range brass

Bullet Overall Velocity | Barrel Length Power
Length (in.) (fps) (in.) Factor

125 LRN 1.135 347 4,28 106

125 LRN 1. 185 3/8 5.5 110

125 Blue Bullet 1128 341 1S 105

125 Blue Bullet 1.128 383 8.5

125 Berry’s plated HP 15 893 4.35

125 Berry’s plated HP 1.1 902 6.5
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for bowling pins, even with a velocity
boost from a carbine barrel. They are
soft practice rounds only.

For the effort of making a “low-
performance” load you get an
inexpensive, easy-to-reload, low-
recoil and not unduly noisy loading
with which to teach a new shooter, or
to have fun during your own prac-
tice. Yes, practicing with something
equivalent to your every-day carry
load 1s a good thing, but you don’t
have to spend all of your range time
with 1t. Have some fun while you're at
it and stretch your budget. Speaking
of which, I just did a quick search, and
you can load 1,000 rounds of this, with
found brass, for something like $180.
That’s $100 per thousand rounds less
than factory brass-case 9mm. LK

PRESSURE BARREL RESULTS:
125-grain round nose Blue Bullet,

3.6 grains VV N330, Winchester
primer, 1.128" OAL.:

- 16,630 PS| Average Pressure

- 3,500 P3| extreme spread
- 831 fps
- 65 fps extreme spread
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE——
Berry’s Manufacturing, Inc.:
BerrysMfg.com, (800) 269-/7/373

The Blue Bullets: TheBlueBullets.com

Vihtavuori: Vihtavouri.com

Winchester: \Vinchester.com
|
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’” ””S”ED TO”ES By Patrick Sweeney | Suppressors

THUNDER BEAST ARMS

SPIR0

Maxed-Out Techno Gear!

Show to sit and talk with Zak

Smith, because I get to not only
learn about the latest from Thunder
Beast Arms, but I can talk techno
talk without having to slow down or
translate to standard English. Charts,
mathematics, dynamic gas flow, all at
a “normal” rate of discussion. (No
offense meant to the other suppressor
makers, but they rarely let the “bof-
fins” out of the factory for SHOT.)

So, 1t was with great glee we went
over the new Thunder Beast Spiro.
The plan was, when coming out with
a new and improved suppressor, to
make 1t more durable than an anvil,
reduce backpressure like nobody’s
business, and do it at an affordable
price and size. The end result? All 1
can say 18, “Got it in one, Mr. Garibal-
di.” [Warning: sci-fi series reference.]

I love each opportunity at the SHOT

You can see the additive-manufactur-
ing hallmarks on the entrance cone
of the blast baffle on the Spiro.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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Once finished, the Spiro is given a matte black CeraKote
finish, which if you use it hard will probably get burned off by

your second or third replacement barrel. (Patrick Sweeney)

The new Spiro 1s all that and more,
because there’s also one rated for the
6mm ARC. (I guess I'm going to have
to keep a rifle in that on hand, for fu-
ture testing.) The one sent 1s the 5.56
version, made to HUB mounting. You
can also have yours in direct-thread.

The Spiro 1s additive manufac-
tured out of Haynes 282, one of the
previously exotic alloys that only
mechanical engineers knew about,
but now all suppressor owners are
becoming familiar with. It 1s basically
nickel, with alloying components of
chromium, cobalt and molybdenum,
and traces of other exotics. It has, at
most, 1.5 percent Iron 1n 1t, so you
can’t call 1t steel, ferrous or anything
of the like. What Haynes 282 provides
1s off-the-chart stress resistance, strain
resistance and tensile strength. Just
what you want for a hard-use suppres-
sor. All this coated 1n black CeraKote
before 1t arrives 1in your hands.

The exit port is flanked by the low
back-pressure flow ports on the
perimeter. (Patrick Sweeney)

Thunder Beast Arms built it to
stand up to stress and hard use. The
other full-auto rated Thunder Beast
Arms suppressors are guaranteed to
10 cycles of the SOCOM/SURG test,
with barrel down to 10.5 inches. They
subjected R&D Spiro models, and
then the final production model, to
the full 20 SOCOM/SURG cycle test-
ing with an eight-inch barrel. That 1s,
eight magazines at a pre-determined
firing rate, then allowed to cool and
then repeated another 19 times. How
hard 1s this test? The M4/MK 18 being
used as a host has to be cleaned and
inspected after each cycle just to keep
functioning, and 1t 1s not uncommon
for the host carbine to require replace-
ment before the test 1s concluded.

Now, everyone 1s hot on low
backpressure, which 1s a good thing.
Thunder Beast, however (Zak being
the lead here) wasn’t satisfied with
a “shoot 1t and report on face-gas”
approach, so they developed a method
of measuring pressure and charting
it right at the case mouth, at a high
piezo cyclic rate, to see what was going
on. To quote a different sci-fi person;
“Fascinating.” And they used that to
tune the Spiro for lowest backpressure.

So, 1t was no great surprise when I
found the Spiro to be pleasant to shoot
in testing, and relatively soft on the
ears. The data shows 1t to be down be-
low the threshold of “hearing safe,” but
that 1s just a threshold. Me, I don’t do
a lot of suppressed shooting without



UPPER CLASS JUST GOT
LOWER PRICED

Finally, luxury built for value—

not for false status
Until Stauer came along, you needed an inheritance

to buy a timepiece with class and refinement.
Not any more. The Stauer Magnificat Il embodies
the impeccable quality and engineering once found
only in the watch collections of the idle rich.
Today, it can be on your wrist.

'The Magnificat II has the kind of thoughtful
design that harkens back to those rare, |
150-year-old moon phases that once could |
only be found under glass in a collector’s
trophy room.

Powered by 27 jewels, the Magnificat Il
is wound by the movement of your body:
An exhibition back reveals the genius of the
engineering and lets you witness the automa
rotor that enables you to wind the watch with
a simple flick of your wrist. ‘o

[t took three years of development and $26
million in advanced Swiss-built watch-making
machinery to create the Magnificat Il. When®
we took the watch to renowned watchmaker ==
and watch historian George Thomas, he =
disassembled it and studied the escapement,
balance wheel and the rotor. He remarked on
the detailed guilloche face, gilt winding crown,
and the crocodile-embossed leather band. He
was intrigued by the three interior dials for day,
date, and 24-hour moon phases. He estimated that
this fine timepiece would cost over $2,500. We all
smiled and told him that the Stauer price was less
than $100. A truly magnificent watch at a truly

magnificent price!

Try the Magnificat II for 30 days and if you are not The Stauer

receiving compliments, please return the watch for a Magnificat I is
full refund of the purchase price. The precision-built
powered by your

movement carries a 2 year warranty against defect. If
you trust your own good taste, the Magnificat 11 is built oW movement

for you.

Stauer Magnificat Il Timepiece $399"
Offer Code Price$99 + S&P SAVE $300!

You must use the offer code to get our special price.

1-800-333-2045 :pr==

EBE BUSINESS

e Luxurious gold-finished case with exposition back

Your Offer Code: MAG679-08 Rating of A+ * 27-jeweled automatic movement

14091 Southcross Drive W., e Croc-embossed band fits wrists 634"-814"
Stauer@) Ui e e Water-resistant to 3 ATM

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
T Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on S tauer. .. Aff() 7"6{ t/?t? EXfVéZOTdf?ZéZTy. ®

Stauer.com without your offer code.



IN HUSHED TONES

Usually, at this point in time of ejection, there’s a puff of gas around the ejection
port. Not with the Spiro there isn’t. (Patrick Sweeney)

hearing protection just because I put
thousands of rounds a year downrange
suppressed, and 1t adds up. If you were
going to use the Spiro for hunting (as
opposed to pest control, like a prairie
dog town) I'd say you’d be fine. I did
my long-term test of checking for zero-
shift and found none. I don’t expect to
ever see a shift, but it 1s something I've
done and will continue to do.

The Spiro 1s just under six inches
long and adds just over five inches to
your overall length. Therefore, putting
the Spiro on an SBR means you are
not longer than a standard carbine. If
you are running a real shortie, for ex-
ample a MK 18-length, you will be an
inch shorter than a standard carbine.

You're probably wondering what
the shortcomings are, because every-
thing has some. Well, I hate to tell
you they are few, and not much. For
barrel-length restrictions, you will find
no 35.7x28 or 4.6x30 barrel 1s too short.
If you are running a .223, 5.56 or a
5.45 Russian, then you can’t go shorter
than eight inches. (That’s too short for

my tastes, anyway, so no problem.) If
you plan on putting your Spiro on a
22 ARC, .224 Valkyrie or bmm ARC
(in the 6mm version) then 12.5 inches
1s your minimum. For those who just
have to test limits, putting the Spiro
on a .22-250, .22 Creedmoor, .243 Win
or bmm Creedmoor or 6GT means
nothing shorter than eighteen inches.
(Again, the bigger ones only with the
6mm Spiro)

In all of these, the Spiro 1s full-auto
rated with no firing rate limits. How-
ever, Thunder Beast Arms does sug-
gest that 1f you are going to run your
Spiro 1n hard-use conditions, then
you really should be using Loctite 272
both on the Spiro-to-HUB threads,
and the HUB-to-barrel threads. Of
course, use an alignment gauge before
heading off to heinously use your
Spiro. Thunder Beast makes
seriously proper gear, but
they cannot be responsible

by bone-headed behavior

There was no shift in point of impact,
this at 100 yards. Nor was there
expected to be a shift, but we’ve got
to check. (Patrick Sweeney)

Oh, and not only are there 5.56 and
6mm versions, but Thunder Beast
Arms plans to expand the Spiro line
to other calibers 1n due time, they
just can’t make everything all at once.
In case you were curious, the name
comes from Latin, “to breathe,” and
Thunder Beast Arms says the proper
pronunciation is “spear-o.”

However you pronounce 1t, for the list
price of $9935, for a hard-use suppres-
sor made out of exotic alloys that will
outlast not just your current AR-135,
but every barrel you'll ever install 1n it,
Thunder Beast Arms has a winner. Bl

THUNDER BEAST ARMS CORP.
for repairing damage created SPIRO 5.56 HUB SUPPRESSOR

or decisions.

OAL: 59in.
Net Added Length: 5.3 in. (direct thread)
Diameter: 1.8 1n.
Material: Haynes 282
Weight: 12.4 oz.
Finish: Black Cerakote

Calibers Available:

5.56, up to .22 Creedmoor

Full-Auto Rated: Yes

Two empties in the air, and still no gas in the face. Spiro for the score.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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dB Measurement: 138 dB
Mount System .
Available: HUB compatible
MSRP: $995
Contact: ThunderBeastArms.com,

(307) 543-7818
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BARRIER BLIND
PERFORMANCLE

BREAKING BARRIERS FOR 15 YEARS.

Designed to meet the needs of those who demand superior barrier

penetration. Critical Duty® is loaded with Hornady® FlexLock®
bullets that have delivered “barrier blind” performance since 2011.

TESTED AND
SELECTED
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Learn more at
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NFA COLLECTING

THE M-11/9: f

America’s Most Versatile

Submachine Gun

n the uniquely curious world of

I American transferabl
weapons, timing reall

thing. These guns were

e automatic

y 1S every-

first regulated

in 1934. Importing for civilian sales
was halted 1n 1968. New production
was outlawed for civilian consump-
tion on May 19, 1986. The 52 years
between the first regulation and the
last saw the manufacture of most of
the transferable weapons that remain
available to civilian shooters today.
Initial purchase price has absolutely
nothing to do with intrinsic worth.
When you land a collectible machine
gun you are buying the registration
paper as much as the physical weapon

With the exception of the .380
ACP-chambered M-11, original
Military Armament Corporation

(MAC) M-10 submachine

were typically fat and heavy
with the .45 ACP version being

the biggest. (Will Dabbs)
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By Will Dabbs, MD

» The SWD M-11/9 is the gateway drug
for many a burgeoning machine gun
enthusiast. The full auto M-11/9 is
crazy expensive, but most everything
else is worse. (Will Dabbs)

itself. An M3 Grease Gun that cost
Uncle Sam $18 back in 1944 will
set you back $35,000 today. That’s
because there are so few of them left.
It’s all just economics.

The “MAC” series of pistol-caliber  factory versions a bit of a challenge.

submachine guns will never be any- However, M-10s and M-11s were
body’s first choice for a general- in domestic mass production in the
purpose utility weapon. They are critical days before the 1986 machine
blocky, utilitarian, and ridiculously gun ban. They were therefore available

hyperactive. That makes control of the 1n quantity at a time when folks were
clamoring for machine guns and infla-
tion began to take the teeth out of the
unconstitutional transfer tax. For this
reason, MACs are the gateway drug
for neophyte machine gun owners just
dipping their toes into this rarefied
world even today.

Particulars

The original M-10 and M-11 SMGs
were produced from 1970 until 1975.
RPB Industries resurrected the guns
out of the ashes of the Military
Armament Corporation bankruptcy
soon thereafter. SWD Inc. picked up
where they left off in April of 1982.
SWD’s primary consumer product
was the subsequent M-11/9,

SWD offered the M-11/9 1n both
a semi-auto pistol form as well as a
registered selective-fire submachine
gun. When word got out that the
machine gun ban was coming, SWD
frantically registered as many machine
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SOUTHWEST IS ON THE |
BRINK OF EXTINCTION

enturies ago, Persians,

Tibetans and Mayans

considered turquoise a gemstone of ff‘-‘-‘__:i_ T 2
the heavens, believing the striking FEES \ TN %

blue stones were sacred pieces of sky. § b » N \
Today, the rarest and most valuable F&% Ay .
turquoise is found in the American
Southwest— but the future of the

blue beauty is unclear.

On a recent trip to Tucson, we
spoke with fourth generation
turquoise traders who explained that
less than five percent of turquoise
mined worldwide can be set into
jewelry and only about twenty mines
in the Southwest supply gem-quality
turquoise. Once a thriving industry,
many Southwest mines have run dry
and are now closed.

We found a limited supply of
turquoise from Arizona and
purchased it for our Sedona
Turquoise Collection. Inspired
by the work of those ancient
craftsmen and designed to showcase
the exceptional blue stone, each
stabilized vibrant cabochon features
a unique, one-of-a-kind matrix surrounded in Bali metalwork. You
could drop over $1,200 on a turquoise pendant, or you could secure
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26 carats of genuine Arizona turquoise for just $99.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you aren’t completely
happy with your purchase, send it back within 30 days for a

complete refund of the item price.

The supply of Arizona turquoise is limited, don’t miss your chance to
own the Southwest’s brilliant blue treasure. Call today!

Jewelry Specifications:
* Arizona turquoise Silver-finished settings

Sedona Turquoise Collection

A. Pendant (26 cts) 4269-* $99 +s&p Save $200

B. 18" Bali Naga woven sterling silver chain $149 +s&p

C. 1% Earrings (10 ctw) 45266* $99 +s&p Save $200
Complete Set** “747*  $249 +s&p Save $498

**Complete set includes pendant, chain and earrings.

Call now and mention the offer code to receive your collection.

1-800-333-2045  :EEp [

Offer Code SDT204-01 Rating of A+ to show
You must use the offer code to get our special price. luxurious

Necklace

*Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the
price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

St ® 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SDT204-01
Auer Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
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NFA COLLECTING

gun frames as they could before the
deadline. Swapping over semi-auto
frames to the full-auto sort involved,
among a few other things, welding
over a hole and some refinishing. If
you look closely, you can often see a
slight discoloration to the Parkerizing
where these holes were filled.

The M-11/9 SMG was intended to
rectify the shortcomings of the 9mm
M-10, specifically that it was too
heavy and ran too fast. The expensive
and rare Walther MPL magazines
used 1n the original 9mm M-10 were
also an 1ssue. The overall weight
was subsequently trimmed down
from 6.26 to 3.7 pounds. This was
done by taking the small and light-
weight .380-chambered M-11 SMG
design and extending the receiver
so 1t could handle the pressures and
length of a 9mm cartridge. While the
.380-chambered M-11 had a rate of
fire per minute (rpm) of around 1,500,
production M-11/9 SMGs still ran
at about 1,200 or so—no real change
from the 9mm M-10. A new magazine

<4 The SWD M-11/9

semi-auto pistol
(bottom) was more
popular than the
registered SMG by
at least an order of
magnitude.

(Will Dabbs)

If you look closely, you can see the scant discol-
oration just behind the selector on the left. This
means that this gun was most likely converted

from a semiauto pistol prior to the 1986 machine
gun ban. (Will Dabbs)
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A couple of pages from the 1988 Cobray, Inc. catalog featuring M-11/9 SMGs for

sale. (Vincent L. DeNiro collection)

<4 The SWD M-11/9 SMG
(or pistol) came with a
magazine loading tool, a
cleaning rod, a forward
hand strap, and a single
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Zytel magazine. (Will Dabbs)

A With the stock deployed,
the M-11/9 remains fairly
spindly. However, this stock

is nonetheless still better
than nothing. (Will Dabbs)
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NFA COLLECTING

bulkier than the steel originals and
not as long-lived. The double-stack,
single-feed design makes loading
more difficult than 1t really should be.
However, my gun has been thoroughly
reliable despite 1ts obvious age.
Shooting a factory M-11/9 1s not
fundamentally dissimilar to the same
chore with the older fat MACs. The
gun runs so fast that attention must
be paid lest it get away from you. Of
particular note 1s the disposition of
the support hand. Let that slide just
a wee bit forward and you might get
defingered for your trouble—one
reason that many MAC owners
discard the front strap and hanger as

It takes a bit of attention to keep the full-auto M-11/9 shooting straight. (Will Dabbs)

was designed and manufactured using eliminated so that the buttstock accidents did happen. A low cost and
Zytel, a type of polymer. portion could be folded downward “cool” accessory for all of the “MAC”
The stock was also redesigned without have to squeeze its rails. SMGs was the slotted barrel exten-

from the other two models as a loop sion, which would screw on just like

was added to prevent slippage on the Trigger Time a silencer. These make the gun much

shoulder as well as acting as a way The charging handle on the M-11/9  safer to shoot and will keep your

to pull the stock open quickly. This 1s much shorter and subsequently support hand from getting burned,

was done by eliminating a second set tougher to grasp than the previous unlike a suppressor.

of milled channels on the stock rails sort. A kind of spinning disk. The Running a MAC of any sort for

so that it could be deployed without spindly folding stock 1s better than the first time 1s invariably a rush. A

having to first push the stock-release nothing and slightly improved over 9mm RPB M 10 was one of my first

button. Another channel was also the original. A little spare tab makes two transferable machine guns back
it useful either fully or partially in 1987 before they got just stupid
deployed. The Zytel magazines are expensive. However, the stubby

A pair of the
Editor-in-Chief’s
M-11/9s. One has a
Cobray-branded,
slotted-barrel
extension and
Shockwave 50-round
steel magazine. The
other sports a
compact 12-round
At across-the-room distances, | landed  Zytel magazine, which is convenient when using the DeSantis M-11 leather shoulder
all twenty rounds from a single contin- holster from the early 1980s (long discontinued). Notice the grommet on the rear of
uous burst on the paper. (Will Dabbs) the receiver, which is used to snap onto this holster. (Vincent L. DeNiro)
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NFA COLLECTING

An interesting “MAC” series and
M-11/9 accessory for both the sub-
machine guns and pistols, during the
1980s, was this nylon drop-leg holster.
(Vincent L. DeNiro)

dimensions and agitated comport-
ment conspire to knock the sheen
off of that in fairly short order. Once
I could afford something slower, 1t
seemed the old MAC got left in the
gun box more often than not. The
flower of American gun-bodging
prowess got busy rectifying that.

Transformations

Due to the fact that tens of thou-
sands of M-11/9 SMGs and pistols
were produced, there were, and are,
tons of accessories for them from
dozens of companies. Amongst a
variety of companies offering
gimmicks and widgets all designed
to make mad MACs mellower, one
company rules them all. That 1s Lage
Manufacturing (MAX-11.com).

Lage 1s still thriving today. There have
been a variety of slow-fire conversions
over the decades, but Lage sets the
standard. Triggers, grips, buttstocks,
and buffers occupy their expansive
product catalog. Their real forte,
however, 1s drop-1n aftermarket uppers.

Lage uppers will transform the ba-
sic M-11/9 selective fire lower receiver
into some of the most fascinating
things. Most of their uppers are badly
backordered. The MAX-31 upper
(originally designed by Stoney Creek)
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)

The MAX-11 upper from Lage Manufac-

turing revolutionizes the performance
of the M-11/9 SMG. (Will Dabbs)

A Lage upper like this
one will reliably bring
out the best in a gun
like the M-11/9.

(Will Dabbs)

drops 1n place and accepts 71-round
Suomi drums and stick mags. The
MAX-31C 1s the same thing slightly
shorter. The Versa-11 has a mod-

ular magwell up front and can be
configured to accept Suomi drums,
Glock mags, Evo Scorpion boxes, and
others. The MAX-11/15 even adapts
the M-11/9 lower into a selective fire
5.56mm assault rifle.

The standard MAX-11 comes in
several different versions and has
undergone considerable mechanical
evolution over time. The K-model 1s
shorter and makes for a more com-
pact package. They all include rail
space for grips, optics, and accesso-
ries. The common theme 1s that these
uppers slow the rate of fire down to
around 650 rpm. In so doing, the
M-11/9 becomes a poor man’s Uzi.

.....
Vipee

Well, that’s not exactly true. Anyone
who can afford any transferable ma-
chine gun these days 1s legit well-off.
However, a Lage-equipped M-11/9
still comes 1n several grand less than a
comparable Uzi conversion.

I had access to a low-mileage trans-
ferable M-11/9, a Lage MAX-11 MK
2 drop-1n upper, and a handful of
Shockwave ZMAG aftermarket steel
magazines. These new-made boxes are
currently for sale at around $42 from
the company website.

The Lage upper offers plenty of
space to grip the gun and runs at an
1idyllic 670 rpm. Lage’s Variable Buffer
System lets you tweak that from 600
to 750 rpm. The left-sided charging
handle 1s easily accessed, and the
muzzle sports standard 1/2x28 threads
for a suppressor.
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IT’S ONE THING TO MAKE A PERFECT ROUND.
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ELITE SHOOTERS RELY ON BLACK HILLS FOR A REASON:
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A Lage uppers are self-contained
drop-in units. Just add a regis-
tered M-11/9 submachine gun
frame and go.(Morphy Auctions)

With a rigid stock, the MAX-11
Mk 2-equipped M-11/9 1s every bit
the gun an Uzi 1s. Accurate, control-
lable, reliable, and fun, this compact
beast holds its own with any com-
parable factory piece. Replace those
sketchy Zytel mags with the modern
steel Shockwave sort, and you have a
cutting edge CQB tool.

Prices
Prior to the 1986 ban, M-11/9
submachine guns were occasionally

offered on special to Class 3 dealers

for $165. That would be about

$530 today. After the ban, SWD
folded and morphed into a company
called Cobray (the name coined

by Mitch Werbell who was the
inventor of the M-10 and M-11
SMGS. The name comes from
combining the words cobra and
moray eel.) Cobray sold much of
the remaining inventory and prices
for a new M-11/9 SMG were as low
as $350 a year after the ban. Later,
another company called JLM were
selling them at $480 apiece—two or
more went for $460 each. Make that
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A The Lage MAX-31 adapts the
registered M-11/9 lower assembly
to run 71-round Suomi drum mags.
(Morphy Auctions)

_

» Lage aftermarket
parts make the humble
M-11/9 into something
altogether more
desirable, like an Uzi.
(Will Dabbs)

The M-11/9 1s an objectively ugly
firearm. However, 1t was available
in quantity in time to be generously
represented in the finite pool of trans-
ferable full autos. This, combined with
some extraordinarily well-engineered
aftermarket upgrades, make the
M-11/9 a great choice for both shoot-
ers and collectors today. EJ

half a dozen and the individual price
dropped to $440.

By 1998, new-in-box M-11/9s were
bringing $600. In 2002, that was
$2,000. By 2006, that same gun could
be had for $3,400. Nowadays, 1t takes
about $13,000 to get into the game
with a nice M-11/9.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS SWD M-11/9

Caliber: 9mm

Unlocked Blowback
11.75In. (stock collapsed), 20.9 in. (stock extended)

Action:

Overall Length:

Barrel Length: 5.751n.
Weight: 3.75 lbs.
Rate of Fire: 1,200 rpm
Feed System: 12- or 32-round Zytel magazine (other types available)
Sights: Fixed blade front, fixed peep rear

Current Market Price: $13,000+
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Né171 Schraven Circle * Fond du Lac, W1 54937 ¢ 920-922-1515 VC

DPM-28 LIGHT MACHINE GUI'I
SEMIAUTO

Russian mainstay

of WWIl and the

Cold War. In caliber
7.62%x54R. Comeas with
(2) 47rd drum
magazines and pistol grip stock (not shown).

54995.00

CZECH UK 59 LMG COMPLETE
PARTS KIT WITH
TORCH CUT

RECEIVER AS PER BATF
Belts included

i 3

Includes barrel. Scopes and tripods available.

$2495.00

Cal.7.62x54R
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BELT LOADERS

M249 223, 1919A4 308, M-60 (308), M2 (50 cal)

$395.00

308 1919 A4

Semi Auomatc Belt Loaders

Available at
« U.S. Gl Parts 5395
« Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod
* Metal links and manual included

* Ships in hard case

$4995.00

Plus shipping

MODEL 74 CHINESE FLAMETHROWER

* Brand new, complete, never demilled.
* |n wooden chest.
* (Google for more Info.

v A few available.

$2995.00

Plus shipping N

Exact copy of U.S.
1919M4 LMG
-_‘rt:&’[,'f_-'l"jx?.". I-:.;:-{p. (==

SCORPION PISTOL

CAL. 32 ACP {7.65mm)
*» Hard case

» (2) 20rd magazine
Owners manual

Complete kits with barrels $425.00

Extra 20rd mags
avallable for $30.00

Factory Threaded barrel Guns available at SGIS.HI“

M79 GRENADE LAUNGHER BARRELS
Stripped $1,500 .
Complete $3,000 [

M240B LMG ScMIAUTO

Built by a government contractor

» Shipped in hard case
with accessories
+ Tripods available

$15,000.00

STEEL REPLACEMENT MAGAZIHES
For the SWD M-11 GV SMG

* 50 rounders $99.00

* Ower 18,000 sold-Supplies running low

* Guaranteed for fit and function in the
SWD M-11 9mm SMG & Semi auto

529-00 Sl Rounders

Comes with
belts and cans

$5900.00

UK-59 LMG SEMI AUTO

Caliber 7.65 x 54R

* Tripods and
scopes available

WANT TO BUY!
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Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections,

s

Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!
FULL TIME CLASS I1ll DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975




THE WAR GUNS &y rs.

THE MODEL 1941 JOHNSON

LIGHT MACHINE GUN

elvin Maynard Johnson, Jr.
M (1909-1970) became fascinat-

ed with guns in his youth and
in his teens wrote a number of articles
on firearm design. He attended Har-
vard University, graduating with a law
degree 1n 1934. However, a legal career
held little attraction for him especially
after, as a lieutenant in the USMC
Reserve, he attended the Marine Corps
Weapons School in Quantico, Virginia.

In the post-WWI years, the US
Army began development a semi-
automatic rifle and 1n 1936 they
announced the adoption of John Ga-
rand’s U.S. Rifle, Caliber .30, M 1. As
with most new designs, 1t was plagued
with a series of teething problems the
most notable being the gas operating
system and poor accuracy.

Lt. Johnson was one of the USMC
observers assigned to Springfield
Armory during the latter stages of the
M1’s development, and was part of
the team assigned the task of eval-
uating the M1 for the Corps. After
testing the Garand, he reported that
1t possessed inherent design flaws and
could not be efficiently mass pro-
duced. Johnson decided that he could
design a weapon superior to the M1
—and set about doing so.

As was mentioned above, the gas
operating system of the early Garand
was plagued with problems. For this
reason, Johnson felt that a recoil
operated system would provide
several advantages:

1. Simpler construction with
fewer parts.

2. More reliable as operation
did not depend upon gas
pressure and fine tolerances.

3. Easier to clean and maintain.
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Two members of the Devil’s Brigade ex-
amining a Johnson M1941 light machine
gun. (Photo provided by James Walters)

In 1936, Johnson had a prototype
rifle tested by the USMC. The design
was based upon a tubular receiver
with an integral, perforated barrel
jacket that acted as a bearing sleeve
for the barrel, mounted the barrel
return spring in addition to serving
as a handguard. The bolt featured
a separate, rotating head with seven
lugs that locked into the rear of the
barrel extension. Cartridges were held
in a simple box magazine.

The recoil operation system was
much simpler than the Garand.

A Johnson M1941 Light Machine
Gun. Note the high front sight, short
wooden forearm and the safety/
selector lever. (Morphy Auctions)

the barrel and bolt recoiled, locked
together, traveling rearward whereupon
a lug on top of the bolt struck an an-
gled surface 1n the top of the recetver
which rotated the bolt, releasing it
from the barrel extension. A spring
then returned the barrel to the forward
position while the bolt continued to the
rear, extracting and ejecting the spent
cartridge case and cocking the ham-
mer. The recoil spring then drove the
bolt forward, where it picked up and
chambered the next round from the
magazine as it went into battery.

In 1937, Johnson arranged for
the Marlin Firearms Company to
produce a number of rifles and the
following year demonstrated these for
the U.S. Army. Tested alongside the
Garand the Johnson’s performance
was generally favorable although the
army felt that several improvements
were called for and Johnson began
work upon their suggestions.

One of the more vocal complaints
against the M1 was that 1ts clip load-
ed magazine did not allow a soldier
to recharge a partially empty weapon.
To overcome this objection, Johnson
replaced his rifle’s box
magazine with a
ten-round, rotary

- =
-

Upon firing, AL 2
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THE WAR GUNS

L

In this left-hand view of the M1941 Light Machine Gun, you see the curved, 20-round magazine, perforated barrel jacket,
wooden buttstock and rear sight folded down. (Morphy Auctions)

-y
1 T it 1
e S 3

= ety | r |
P L " i

- --:1__._-..:?'__:.1_;»—:-.-__%“*
e E T

Right hand view of the receiver shows the charger guides
on the magazine, and the safety lever. (Morphy Auctions)

magazine located below the receiver
and to insure feeding reliability, the
feed lips were part of the receiver, not
the magazine itself. It was loaded
through an opening on the right side
with five round chargers or loose
rounds and could be “topped off” at
any time without having to open the
rifle’s bolt. Johnson also redesigned
the bolt to use eight locking lugs and
included a latch that allowed the bar-
rel to be removed quickly.

In 1939, the improved rifle successful-
ly completed a 6,000-round endurance
test with only a few minor stoppages.
However, the Army concluded that “...
in spite of 1ts alleged mechanical and
manufacturing advantages, it did not
warrant further consideration as a
replacement for the M1 rifle.”

With Army rejection final, Johnson
hoped to interest the USMC 1n his
rifle. Due to its recurring problems, the
Marines had refused to adopt the M1
and were still using the M 1903 rifle. In
November 1940, a series of trials were
held where the M1, the Johnson and a
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prototype rifle from Winchester were
all evaluated. The Marines found none
of the rifles sufficiently superior and
rejected them all.

Johnson set up the firm of Johnson
Automatics Manufacturing Company
in Cranston, Rhode Island and set
about attempting to interest foreign
governments 1n his Johnson Semi-
Automatic Rifle Model of 1941.

With the entry of the U.S. into
WWII, the American government
encouraged Johnson to seek foreign
orders. While the Netherlands had been
occupied by German forces in 1940,

Visible here are the magazine well and the fire selector
switch. (Morphy Auctions)

the Koninkljjk Nederlands-Indische
Leger (Royal Dutch East Indies Army
or KNIL) needed weapons to resist the
expected Japanese attack.

The Dutch placed an order for
60,000 rifles known as the Johnson
Zelf Lading Geweer M.1941. Less than
half of the order had been delivered
before the East Indies fell in 1942.!

At this time the USMC agreed to
adopt the M1 but the Corps’ decision
to create airborne units gave the John-
son rifle a second lease on life.

It was decided to equip the Marine 1st
Parachute Battalion (the Paramarines)

Markings on the M1941 Light

on the rear sight. (Morphy Auctions)

_ UIGHT-MACIUAE GUNE-— . 4
) O R S Dbl el et (e e e

SR s

S arbn e e P ) e
— L T iIat ol s o
U= TEAR PROVIDENCE, AL U

, |!| l:‘;.:_?,\.'l';ﬁlsl_‘_"t-ﬁuil T v

] - g
[ 1 ";I
L | 1 et
2 )

. A0
= o A I-’I-::. :
&, AT PENU T RE
i BENLISE"

L o
Fohs _—

Machine Gun. Note the dual apertures




What Stauei’ ﬁlmnts Are

1'*r

Saying About Our Kmv’e% *’#
6. 0 & & ¢ o

“Outstanding knife of hlgh quallty @ ’*% __
and a great price. | now have a .
number of your great cutlery in
my growing collection!”

— Robert F., Richardson, TX

e know you. Youre not interested in everyday, run-of-the-

mill, common cutlery. You want something with a story, a
unique feature that you can brag about. We've got just the thing for
you. Our Mighty Conifer Knife is a unique tool with a Damascus
steel blade and a handle crafted from an enhanced and stabilized
natural pinecone. While our competitors are charging hundreds
for similar knives, were offering the Mighty Conifer for JUST
$99! Thats what we call our Stauer Impossible Price.

JOIN MORE THAN 389,000 SHARP

PEOPLE WHO COLLECT STAUER KNIVES

Each pinecone — and therefore, each knife — has its own unique
characteristics. And the back of the handle features hand tooling, a

further demonstration of each piece’s individual nature.

The blade is nothing to scoft at either. Constructed of Damascus
steel, a modern reworking of the legendary steel forged by ancient
swordsmiths, this nearly 5-inch blade features 256 layers of steel
that have been folded on top of each other to increase its durability.
Our competitors are charging hundreds for boring, run-of-the-

mill knives with no features worth bragging about. We're asking
JUST $99 for a knife unlike any you've seen before!

With its full-tang construction and high-quality genuine leather

See the Forest
Through the Trees

+»Mighty Conifer Knife at an Impossible Price!

EXCLUSIVE

FREE

Stauer Pocket
Binoculars

a $99 value

with your purchase of the

Mighty Conifer Knife

sheath, the Mighty Conifer Knife

is the perfect blade for the person
who wants to stand out. CALL
NOW! If you're one of the first 766
587 callers for this ad, we'll throw in
a pair of Stauer Pocket Binoculars
—a $99 value — ABSOLUTELY
FREE! Satisfaction guaranteed or
your money back!

Knife Specifications: P )
e 9 15" overall length. Full-tang b /
construction "
e Damascus steel blade and i 3
natural pinecone handle N
* Genuine leather sheath s

Mighty Conifer Knife
-$5299- $99* + S&P Save $200

*You must use Insider Offer Code: MCK263-03 to get this price.

California residents please call regarding Proposition 65 regulations
before purchasing this product.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: MCK263-03

Stauer, 14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. MCK263-03, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauer.com

Stauero | AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY
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with the Johnson primarily because it
was felt that the detachable barrel would

provide a more compact weapon for
the Marine to carry with him during
the jump. The Paramarines received
their M1941s in time to use them in the
Solomon Islands campaign. Additional
numbers of Model 1941s were 1ssued to
the famed Raider Battalion.
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Reports from the field were less
than enthusiastic and numerous com-
plaints were voiced about the diffi-
culty of reloading the magazine with
chargers and how easily the exposed
barrel was damaged. According to
R.G. Rosenquist, curator of the U.S.
Marine Raider Museum, “I know of
no combat Marine that developed any

USMC Paramarines armed with M1941
Johnson LMGs. (Photos provided by
James Walters)
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great love for...the Johnson.”

That same year, the Johnson Light
Machine Gun Model of 1941 was
introduced. It was based upon the
same tubular receiver with removable
barrel as the rifle and featured an
oddly shaped, straight-line stock to
tame recoil and muzzle flip which ne-
cessitated raised sights. The front blade
was mounted on a curved bracket near
the muzzle while the rear sight was a
finely adjustable, fold-down unit with
dual apertures. A folding bipod was
attached to the perforated barrel jacket
in front of an abbreviated handguard.

It was fed from a 20 -round, single
column, box magazine that was fitted
into the left side of the weapon and
utilized the rotary magazine. Addition-
al rounds could be inserted into the
feeding gate on the right-hand side of
the magazine housing, increasing total
capacity to 25 rounds. With an unload-
ed weight of only 12.25 pounds, the
Model 1941 Light Machine Gun was
almost eight pounds lighter than the
M1918A2 Browning Automatic Rifle.

The Model 1941 Light Machine
Gun was a selective-fire weapon which
fired semi-auto from a closed bolt;
to improve cooling, it fired full-auto
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Melvin Johnson demonstrating his M1941 light machine
gun. (Photo provided by James Walters)

from an open bolt. In addition, the
rate of full-auto fire could be adjusted
from 300 to 900 rounds per minute.

The Dutch contract included a
number of light machine guns, and
they were also tested by the Army and
USMUC, the latter purchasing some of
them for the Paramarines and Raider
units. The Army obtained a quantity of
Model 1941 LMGs for the joint U.S./
Canadian First Special Service Force,
and these were used in combat 1n Italy.”

Bruce Canfield states that the
Marines’ opinion of Johnson’s Light
machine gun, affectionately known
as the “Johnny Gun,” differed greatly
from that of his rifle. A USMC report
on weapons used in the fighting on
New Georgia states that “...men now
armed with them wouldn’t trade them
for any other.”

Production of both Johnson rifles
and LMGs ceased 1n 1944 after ap-
proximately 70,000 had been manu-
factured. The Dutch order accounted

for the majority of these while the
U.S. government ended up buying rel-
atively few. Reportedly, late in WWII,
some rifles and LMGs were supplied
to the Free French colonial units and
Nationalist Chinese forces.*

After production of both the Mod-
el 1941 weapons ceased, Johnson con-
tinued to refine his light machine gun
and in 1943 an improved version was
tested at Aberdeen Proving Ground.
The following year the company
unveiled the Johnson Light Machine
Gun Model of 1944 which included
a number of modifications including
a gas-boosted hybrid recoil operating
system, an improved feed mechanism
and barrel latch, a folding monopod,
tubular, plastic buttstock and had
a higher rate of fire.”> After trials at

Like the Johnson rifle the LMG’s magazine could be loaded
with five round chargers. (Photo provided by James Walters)

Quantico, 1t was recommended that
the USMC adopt it to replace the
BAR, but this decision was overruled
as 1t was impractical during war time.®
With the post-war world market
awash 1n cheap surplus arms and no
U.S. or foreign government orders
forthcoming, Johnson Automatics
closed 1n 1950.

The new state of Israel expressed
interest in a light machine gun based
upon the Johnson Light Machine
Gun Model of 1944. Designed with
the input of Carl Ekdahl, a former
Johnson employee, 1t was known

as the “Dror” and approximately
4,000 guns, 1n both .303 British and

7,92x57, were built between 1951 and
1952 and saw use in the early Arab-
Israeli conflicts.’

Members of the Devils Brigade in Italy armed with M1941 Johnson light machine guns. (Photo provided by James Walters)
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Eisenhower

Actual sizes: 38.1-40.6 mm Dates will vary

THE SILVER DOLLARS THAT BUILT A NATION

Celebrate American’s 250th Anniversary with the 1776 United States Silver Dollar Collection

For 250 years, the United States has been defined by courage,
iInnovation, and an enduring belief in freedom. Now, you can
celebrate that extraordinary legacy with the 1776 United States
Silver Dollar Collection—featuring five iconic silver dollars that
span more than 150 years of American history. Together they
trace America's journey from frontier era to the modern age.

The Silver Dollars That Tell America’s Story

Morgan Silver Dollar (1878-1921): Struck in 90%
silver and 10% copper, the Morgan Dollar emerged
in the age of steam and steel, symbolizing a young  §
nation's westward drive and unbreakable optimism. [{&
Each circulated through a rapidly changing America, &
carrying the spirnt of progress in every strike.
(Extremely Fine condition)

Peace Silver Dollar (1922-1935): Composed of
Q0% silver and 10% copper, the Peace Dollar was
created to commemorate the end of World War |

and the dawn of a hopeful new era. Its high-relief
design radiates strength and calm—one of the
most admired works of U.S. coin artistry. (Extremely
Fine condition)

Eisenhower Silver Dollar (1971-1976): Struck in
4% silver, the BEisenhower Dollar honored both
a wartime hero and humanity's first steps on the
moon. It stands as the last large-size U.S. dollar,
bridging the nation’s heritage of leadership and
exploration. (Brilliant Uncirculated condition)

Silver Eagle Type | (1986-2021): Composed of
99.9% pure silver, the Type | Silver Eagle marked
a new chapter in modern coinage. Authorized e
by the Liberty Coin Act of 1985, it pairs Adolph [T
A.Weinman’'s timeless Walking Liberty design
with John Mercanti's heraldic eagle—a bold
expression of freedom for a new era. (Brilllant
Uncirculated condition)

GOVMINT - 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. YSL223-09, Eagan, MN 55121

Silver Eagle Type Il (2021-2026): Struck in 99.9%
pure silver, the Type |l Silver Eagle continues the
legacy with Emily Damstra's dynamic Eagle Landing
reverse. Modern in detail yet classic in spirt, it
embodies the enduring ideals of liberty and
renewal that define America’s 250-year story.

(Brillant Uncirculated condition)

This special call-in offer celebrates America’s 250th
Anniversary with five of her greatest silver dollars.

You'll save both time and money on this
150 Year U.S. Silver Dollar Set, with Free
Shipping and a bonus presentation

case, plus anew and informative 150 Years
U.S. Silver Dollars booklet. Call right now to

get yours before they re gone!

Call to Secure Your Set
1776 United States Silver Dollar Collection

Regular Price $529 - $509
Save $20.00 + FREE SHIPPING

Important Reminder: Due to volatile precious metal markets,
offer prices shown are subject to change.

250th Anniversary Collection
Bonus Pack — A $50 Value!

With your order you'll receive a bonus pack
celebrating the nation’s history:

» Declaration of Independence Print

« 1934 $100,000 Gold Certificate Reproduction

« 1957 $1 Silver Certificate Note
« Morgan Silver Dollar booklet

150 ‘|'I|:.|3I-F|5 F
:.-‘Fi"'E o STATEE :
SIVER DOWLLARS S

T ._;t
SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

1-800-517-6468

Offer Code YSL223-09

Please mention this code when you call.

GOVMINT

GOVMINT® is a brand of Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMS is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible
coin marketis unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change significantly
over time, All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our Terms and Conditions (www.amsil-corp.com) terms-conditions); Lo decline, return your purchase
pursuant to our 30 day Return Policy {www.amsi-corp.com/preduct-return-policy). ©@202646 Asset Marketing Services, LLC.
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The Johnson M1944 Light Machine gun fea-
tured an improved feed mechanism and barrel
latch in addition to a folding monopod and a
tubular, plastic buttstock. Note the spare
barrels. (Rock Island Auction Co.)

/)
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The Dutch
navy and KNIL
continued to use
Johnson rifles

The M1944°’s monopod folded to the rear forming a
forward pistol grip. (Rock Island Auction Co.)

and LMGs 1n the
post war years,
primarily during fighting against forces during the Korean conflict. the old N.I.H. (Not Invented Here)
Indonesian nationalist guerillas in the  Likewise, the ever rifle hungry gov- syndrome. 1
Dutch East Indies. After Indonesia ernments and anti-government forces —
gained 1ts independence 1n 1949, they  of Latin America purchased Johnson e S T C S
made use of the limited number of rifles and LMGs on the post-war were sent to Australia to equip KNIL units that
Johnson rifle and LMGs they had surplus market. Numbers of Johnson e ST e Brigade.”
captured from the KNIL or which rifles and LM Gs were smuggled into 3 ‘i‘;z‘f’_-ﬁif;i{ll?gfiffl;:;{l‘i‘i‘g’ﬁﬁ“”"he'm“dﬂ‘“f'
had been turned over by departing Cuba for use by the revolutionary 4 According to Bruce Canfield some of the LMGs
Dutch forces. forces of Fidel Castro. Some were 5 ﬂr?:,d;nifl;:: iﬁfiﬁfﬂfﬁ@m
Numbers of Johnson light machine  also used by anti-Castro forces during 6$ﬂ.i‘zjgséttenweapﬂns.c0 ol ots.
guns were used by the Philippine Con- the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in johnson-light-machine-gun/
stabulary during the fighting against the 1960s. This would appear to be 7E‘E?fmgmtenweapm&mﬂight_m&cmﬂ&gunﬂf
the Communist led Hukbalahap Re-  the final combat use of these interest- 5 E;‘E;Zfﬂjgﬁﬁ;‘fmﬂg““S’m1941‘j°h“5°“‘
bellion (1945-1954). Some were also ing, but ill-timed, weapons.
fielded by the Philippine Expedition- Johnson’s rifle and LMG were
ary Force in Korea (1950-1955).8 fascinating military weapons. I think SPECIFICATIONS
Reportedly, a small number of the two major hurdles they never JOHNSON LIGHT MACHINE GUN
Johnson rifles and LMGs turned up managed to overcome were their MODEL OF 1941
in the hands of Chinese communist rather “modernistic” appearance and _
Caliber: .30 M2
Overall .
Length: AU
Barrel |
Length: o i

Weight: 12.25 Ibs.

Magazine: 20-round single-column
box magazine

Sights: Front: Blade
Rear: Aperture adj. from
100 to 1,000 meters
and for windage

: ROF: Adjustable from 300 to
i) 600 rpm

The Israeli-made Dror light machine gun was based
upon the M1944 Johnson. (Morphy Auctions)
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Great performance from Ruger as expected.
(Cover and lead photos by Sean Utley)

R-135s have become much harder to sell. That
statement would have sounded ridiculous just a
few years ago. During the pandemic, civil unrest,
political uncertainty, and recurring gun-control scares
drove unprecedented demand for modern sporting rifles.
Manufacturers couldn’t build them fast enough. Dealers
struggled to keep inventory on shelves. Consumers who
had never owned a firearm before were suddenly buying
rifles, magazines, and ammunition by the case.

Today, the market looks very different. The panic buying
has largely subsided. Most enthusiasts who wanted an AR-15
already own one, and many own several. At the same time,
Americans are facing economic pressures that simply didn’t
exist a decade ago. Food costs have climbed dramatically.
Housing prices and rent continue to strain household bud-
gets. Vehicle prices remain stubbornly high. Insurance costs
have increased. Even a simple trip to the gas station reminds
consumers that disposable income 1s not what it once was.

o4 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026

All of this matters because firearms compete for the
same dollars required to pay mortgages, buy groceries,
and keep vehicles on the road. That reality has created
a difficult environment for manufacturers. Shooters still
want quality rifles, but many are looking much harder at
value. Features are important, but so 1s affordability. Fancy
marketing language matters less when buyers are carefully
considering every purchase.

It 1s into this environment that Ruger has introduced
the Harrier. At first glance, the Harrier might appear to
be just another AR-15 entering an already crowded
market. Look closer, though, and 1t becomes apparent
Ruger 1s attempting something very specific. Rather than
building another premium-priced rifle loaded with niche
features, the company appears focused on providing a
practical modern sporting rifle at a price point many
shooters can realistically afford. The question 1s whether
they succeeded.
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- AN AR-15 FOR LEAN TIMES

¢ As Prices Rise and Firearm Sales Slow, Ruger’s
2 ‘ Budget-Minded Harrier Asks an Important Question:

- F f . &" - e

.

B Kentucky Heritage

The Harrier 1s produced in Hebron, Kentucky and is the
first all-knew firearm Ruger has produced at this facili-
ty since acquiring 1it—its machines and workforce from
Anderson manufacturing in 2025. According to Ruger
President and CEO Todd Seyfert, “This move reinforces
Ruger’s position as a leader in the industry, and reiterates
my focus on continued growth, even as others scale back.”

It should be noted the Harrier series replaces Ruger’s
AR-556, which displaced their older piston-driven SR-556.
Following in the footsteps of the AR-556, the Harrier is a
straight-forward traditional direct-impingement design.

While Ruger is launching their new Harrier series with two
models, they plan to expand the line as they go forward. Their
initial models are both chambered for 5.6x45mm NATO and
quite stmilar. The model I am reviewing here is the Harrier
Model 28600 which features a mid-length gas system, a
full-length free-floating M-LOK rail, and 1s equipped with

“-. What Does the Average Shooter Actually Need?
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a Magpul pistol grip and buttstock. MRSP on this model 1s
$749. The stmilar Model 28601 features a carbine-length gas
system, an A2 grip, M4-style adjustable stock, and a shorter

M-LOK rail. It has an MSRP of $699. I would expect the
actual street price to be less for both models.

B First Impressions

The Harrier follows the familiar AR-15 formula, but it
immediately feels like a rifle designed around practical use
rather than marketing trends. There are no gimmicks here.
Instead, Ruger has concentrated on features modern shooters
actually want while avoiding unnecessary gizmos. The rifle
arrives configured in a manner most enthusiasts would likely
choose 1f assembling a carbine themselves.

Its appearance 1s clean and contemporary without
being flashy. Controls are familiar and intuitive. The rifle
balances well in the hands and presents itself well rather
than as a simple range toy. While countless AR-pattern
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Ruger’s new Harrier rifle comes at a time when more
Americans are facing economic pressure, and so is priced
accordingly. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

rifles exist today, one of the challenges facing manufac-
turers 1s finding a meaningful way to distinguish their
product from the competition. The Harrier attempts

to do so through a combination of modern features,
practical configuration and pricing.

B Features and Construction

The Harrier 1s built around a 16.1-inch Govern-
ment profile, six-groove, button-rifled barrel with a one
turn 1n eight-inches right-hand twist and a nitride finish.
I like this, and while people may argue 14.5 VS 16 inches
when 1t comes to barrel lengths, 16 inches remains my
favorite and I know I am not alone here. I also prefer
1:8-inch rifling twist barrels, due to their ability to shoot
well with a wide range of projectiles. I used this twist with
excellent success competing in NRA High Power, and like
it. The barrel profile selection provides a balance of weight,
durability and fast handling in a manner appropriate for a
general-purpose carbine.

The muzzle features standard 2x28 threads and comes
with a traditional A2 compensating flash hider installed.
The A2 flash suppressor has two great attributes, it’s very
economical and 1t works fairly well. That said 1t 1s also
very easy to replace if you prefer something else.

Ruger chose to use the popular mid-length gas system,
which I also prefer over a traditional carbine length. Proper
gas system tuning 1s one of the most important yet often
overlooked elements of AR-15 design. Reliability, recoil im-
pulse, component wear, and suppressor compatibility are all

ob FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026

The Harrier is being launched with two basic models,
which are both built at Ruger’s recently
acquired Hebron, Kentucky facility.
(Photo by David M. Fortier)

affected by how aggressively a rifle 1s gassed. While

many manufacturers simply ensure a rifle functions
under the widest possible range of conditions by

over-gassing the system, doing so can create unneces-

sary recoil and accelerate wear. Ruger’s approach appears
focused on maintaining reliable operation without making
the rifle unpleasant to shoot. A low-profile gas block 1s
installed using two set screws.

Surrounding the barrel 1s a slim 15-inch free-floating
handguard with a MIL-STD M1913 rail at 12 o’clock and
M-LOK slots at the 3, 6 and 9 o’clock positions. There are
additional slots around the circumference at the front of
the handguard for additional flexibility when mounting
accessories. Quick-detach (QD) sling sockets are provided
at the rear of the rail at 3 and 9 o’clock.

The Harrier utilizes a free-floating M-LOK handguard
which eliminates contact between the barrel and hand-
guard. Thus, the accuracy potential 1s improved while
simultaneously providing a lightweight and versatile
mounting platform for accessories. The handguard ofters
ample space for mounting white lights, lasers, bipods,
slings, and other accessories.

Upper and lower receivers are forged from 7075 aluminum
alloy and feature a Type III hard coat finish for durability

and corrosion resistance. These two pieces are traditional

The Harrier Model 28600 features a
mid-length gas system, a 15-inch
free-floating M-LOK rail, and a 16.1-inch
barrel. (Photo by David M. Fortier)



The Harrier’s appearance is clean and
contemporary without
being flashy.
(Photo by
David M.
Fortier)

looking in appearance but if you look inside you will notice
a tension screw in the lower receiver which can be adjusted
to eliminate play between the receivers. The upper receiver
features a forward assist, dust cover and brass deflector.

Inside the upper recerver rides a bolt carrier group with
a nitride finish. Ruger markets 1t as having a staked gas key
and my example was properly staked. During my exam-
ination, I noted the Harrier’s castle nut 1s also properly
staked. In my opinion, every AR-15 should have a proper-
ly staked gas key and castle nut. Beyond this, Ruger 1s
pretty mum on their bolt carrier’s specifications. A
standard GI-style charging handle 1s fitted.

The controls are familiar and straightforward. Shooters
transitioning from other AR-pattern rifles will immediately
feel at home. This 1s important because one of the AR-157s

greatest strengths has always been its standardized manual
of arms. The safety selector has a familiar 90-degree rota-
tion. The trigger 1s a single-stage design Ruger refers to as
“Mil Spec” and 1t featured a pull weight of approximate-
ly six pounds. The trigger pull 1s nothing to write home
about, but 1t 1s serviceable enough. Inside the receiver
extension 1s a carbine weight buffer.

<4 The lower receiver is
fitted with a Magpul MOE-K2 pistol
grip. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

Upper and lower receivers are forged from 7075 aluminum
alloy and feature a Type lll hard coat finish for durability and
corrosion resistance. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

The lower recetver 1s fitted with a Magpul MOE-K2 pis-
tol grip. This has a 17-degree grip angle which is a bit more
vertical than a traditional A2 grip. Ruger fits this model of
the Harrier with a Magpul Dual Tensioning (DT) Carbine
Stock. This 1s adjustable, and wobble is eliminated by the
auto-engaging friction lock providing tension on the buffer
tube. It 1s fitted with a non-slip butt pad, rotation-limiting
quick-detach (QD) swivel mount and a 1.25-inch sling loop.

The stock and grip configuration provide a comfort-
able interface between shooter and rifle. While personal
preferences vary widely, the factory setup should satisfy
the majority of users while remaining easily replaceable for
those who prefer alternative options. Overall, the Harrier
gives the impression of a rifle built by people who under-
stand what blue collar consumers actually use rather than
what looks impressive on Instagram.

B Designed for the Real World

One 1ssue with many modern AR reviews 1s that they focus
almost entirely on specifications while 1gnoring actual use.
Most rifles spend their lives performing fairly ordinary tasks.
They ride 1n pickup trucks. They accompany hunters into the

V¥V The Harrier’s bolt carrier group has a nitride
finish and a properly staked gas key.
(Photo by David M. Fortier)

:_"I ‘.‘:l.__"r' Y

AUGUST 2026 | FIREARMS NEWS 57



RUGER’S NEW HARRIER: AN AR-15 FOR LEAN TIMES

Ruger fits this model of the Harrier
with a Magpul Dual Tensioning (DT)
Carbine Stock. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

The compact Strikon VMP is a prismatic rifle scope with
magnification running from 1x to 4x. It features a second
focal plane reticle illuminated by a fiber-wire battery
powered system. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

T
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While the Ruger Harrier does not come with sights, the MIL STD 1913 rail on its receiver makes mounting optics easy.

(Photo by David M. Fortier)

field. They serve as home-defense carbines. They are used 1n
training classes and informal range sessions. Some see com-
petition use, but the vast majority does not spend their lives
chasing tenths of a second on a timer. Shocking I know.

For those applications, reliability and handling often
matter more than ultimate precision. A rifle capable of
producing tiny groups from a bench is impressive. A rifle
capable of producing practical hits quickly under field
conditions 1s useful. The two are not always the same.

The Harrier appears designed with practical utility in
mind. Rather than emphasizing a single role, it seeks to pro-
vide versatility. That 1s a characteristic I generally appreciate.
[ agree with Heinlein’s quote, “Specialization 1s for insects.”

B Why This Rifle Matters

The Harrier enters a market fundamentally different from
the one that existed even five years ago. For much of the
AR-15’s modern history, manufacturers competed by adding
features. Longer lists of specifications became selling points.
Ambidextrous controls, exotic coatings, new calibers, pro-
prietary components, and increasingly specialized configura-
tions became common. Every year seemed to bring another
rifle advertised as “more tactical” than the one before it.

Many of these features offer legitimate benefits. Oth-
ers exist primarily because manufacturers need a way to
distinguish products that are otherwise very similar. The
problem i1s that every added feature increases cost.

Today’s firearms market 1s no longer being driven by
panic buying or unprecedented demand. The extraordi-
nary sales surge that accompanied political uncertainty,
civil unres,t and the pandemic years has largely passed.
Most enthusiasts who wanted an AR-15 already own one.
Many own several. The challenge facing manufacturers
today 1s convincing consumers that they need another rifle.
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At the same time, economic realities are impossible to
ignore. Food prices remain elevated. Housing costs and
rents continue to strain household budgets. Vehicle prices,
insurance rates and utility bills have all cimbed. Ammu-
nition 1s significantly more expensive than it was a decade
ago, and even accessories, optics and magazines represent
a greater investment than they once did.

For many shooters, discretionary income 1s simply not
what it used to be. That changes buying habits. Consumers
who may have once stretched their budget for a premium
rifle loaded with every conceivable feature are increasing-
ly asking a different question: What do I actually need?
Rather than chasing specifications on a sales sheet, many
buyers are looking for practical performance, reliability,
and value. They want a rifle that works, a rifle they can
trust, and a rifle that leaves enough money 1n the budget
for ammunition, optics and training.

That 1s where the Harrier becomes particularly inter-
esting. Rather than attempting to compete in the crowded
premium-rifle market, Ruger appears to have recognized
that many shooters are looking for something more prac-
tical. Instead of offering a rifle loaded with features, the
company has focused on providing what most shooters
actually want while keeping the overall package affordable.

There 1s a certain honesty to that approach. The Harrier
1s not marketed as a precision rifle, a competition rifle or
a special operations clone. It 1s sitmply a modern sporting
rifle intended to perform a wide variety of tasks well. In
many respects, that mirrors the original appeal of the
AR-15 platform itself. The AR became America’s most
popular rifle not because 1t excelled at one specific role, but
because 1t was adaptable enough to perform many differ-
ent roles competently.

For first-time buyers, that matters. A dependable rifle
at a realistic price point 1s often far more attractive than a
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Three .223 Rem loads ranging in weight from 55 to 77 grains
were utilized during testing. (Photo by David M. Fortier)

premium rifle costing hundreds or even thousands more.
For experienced shooters, 1t matters as well. Not every rifle
purchase needs to be a flagship model. Sometimes the goal
1s stmply acquiring a reliable, well-equipped carbine that can
serve as a training rifle, truck gun, ranch rifle or general-
purpose firearm without straining the household budget.

There 1s also another factor worth considering. In a
mature market, value often becomes more important than
innovation. The AR-135 platform 1s no longer new. Most
meaningful improvements have already been made. The
question today is less about reinventing the rifle and more
about refining it while maintaining affordability.

Viewed through that lens, the Harrier may actually be
arriving at the right time. It reflects an understanding
that many consumers are prioritizing practical value over
marketing hype. In an industry that often focuses on the
newest and most expensive products, there remains a large
audience for a rifle that ssmply delivers solid performance
at a price the ordinary shooter can justify.

That audience may ultimately determine whether the
Harrier succeeds, but Ruger appears to understand some-
thing important: in today’s market, affordability 1s not a
compromise. For many consumers, 1t 1s a feature.

B Handling Characteristics

One of the Harrier’s strongest attributes 1s 1ts overall
handling. Weighing in at just 6.8 pounds, and measuring just
32.5 inches with the stock collapsed, makes the Harrier quite
convenient. The rifle feels lively without becoming excessive-
ly light. It balances well and transitions naturally between
targets. This 1s something difficult to quantify on paper.
Weight specifications tell only part of the story. How a rifle
carries, points and balances often matters more than a simple
number listed in a catalog. Of course, adding accessories and
an optic will increase weight and can change how the basic
rifle feels, but Ruger provides a good starting point.

The Harrier’s dimensions make it suitable for a wide
variety of applications including recreational shooting,
training, competition, home defense and general-purpose
use. Shooters familiar with AR-platform rifles will imme-
diately appreciate its straightforward nature. Nothing feels
unusual or experimental. Everything simply works.

B Range Performance
To see how Ruger’s new Harrier performs, I mounted
a Sightmark Strikon VMP 1-4x scope, gathered some
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The Harrier makes for a good general purpose rifle.
(Photo by Rachel Fortier)

ammunition and hit the range. The compact Strikon VMP
1s a prismatic rifle scope with magnification running from
1x to 4x. It features a second focal plane reticle illuminated
by a fiber-wire battery powered system. It was my first time
using the Strikon VMP and price wise 1t 1s a good match to
the Harrier as it has an MSRP of $449.97.

Test ammunition consisted of three .223 Remington
pressure loads running in weight from 55 to 77 grains from
Black Hills Ammunition, Federal and Norma. I started
off with a quick function check and zeroing, then fired
a bit offhand and kneeling to get a feel for the Harrier. I
experienced no issues, so began accuracy testing from the
bench. Getting to work I fired four five-shot groups from a
rest at 100 yards with each load.

While the trigger 1s a bit gritty, 1t 1s consistent and man-
ageable. Once I got used to it, I had no problems with it, and
the reset 1s precise. Time spent on the bench with the Harrier
revealed nothing extraordinary. It fed, fired, extracted, and
ejected reliably. Accuracy was good, consistent, and about

The Ruger’s 16.1-inch barrel is a good length for general
use providing both good velocity and quick handling.
(Photo by Rachel Fortier)
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The Harrier is easy to shoot and
operate from either shoulder.
(Photo by Rachel Fortier)

This five-shot This five-shot

100-yard group
measures 1.3 inches
and was fired using
Black Hills 55-grain
TSX load. (Photo by
David M. Fortier)

100-yard groups
measures 1.3 inches
and was fired using
Federal’s Fusion
62-grain load. (Photo
by David M. Fortier)

what I expected. The Harrier gave a solid performance across
the board at 100 yards and you will find the results in the
accompanying accuracy chart. Magazines inserted easily, the
bolt cycled smoothly and rounds chambered with no 1ssues.
Empty magazines dropped free with the push of a button.
Recoil was mild and 1t proved to be a pleasant rifle to shoot.
I noted during testing that ejection was directly to 3 o’clock
with all three loads, and the pattern was very consistent.
Moving from the bench, I ran the Harrier through some
drills firing offhand and kneeling on paper and steel plates.

RUGER HARRIER RIFLE
ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART

Velocity | Standard | Average

Deviation (in.)

Black Hills Ammunition
ob-grain TSX Ll o [
-usion 62-grain MSR 2,84 28.4 =
Norma 7 /-grain
HPBT Match eaee || 188 1.5
Groups are an average of four 5-shot groups fired from a rest

at 100 yards. Velocity measured with a LabRadar Doppler
radar chronograph at an ambient temperature of /5 degrees F

at 1,030 feet above Sea Level.
e
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Here is a nice 100-
yard group with one
flier bringing it out to
1.4 inches. (Photo by
David M. Fortier)

A The Sightmark Strikon VMP 1-4x scope performed
well with its daylight bright illuminated reticle and
1-4x magnification. (Photo by Rachel Fortier)

The Harrier did everything I asked of it. During
this portion of testing, I went back and forth
running the Sightmark optic on 1x and 4x. I
found the pistol grip and stock comfortable; I
like the non-slip rubber buttpad to keep the butt
where I put it rather than sliding around.

Going prone, I had no difficulty making 30 hits
in a row on a full-sized steel silhouette at 280 yards.
Did the Ruger Harrier do anything extraordinary
during testing? Nope. But it went bang every time
I pulled the trigger, and 1t shot well. What more do
you want from an economical 16-inch AR-15? If 1
were to change 1t in some manner I would upgrade the trigger,
but that’s 1t. You could try an HI buffer in 1t for fun, but the
gas system seems very well-balanced with the .223 Rem loads
I tried. I guess one thing I did notice 1s just how much fun a
plain old 16-inch AR-15 like this can be on the range. The
Harrier may be boring compared to some fancy boutique
ARs, but boring is often seriously underrated.

B The Bigger Picture

One of the most interesting aspects of the Harrier has
little to do with the rifle itself. Instead, 1t reflects where the
firearms market currently stands. The era of panic buying
appears largely behind us. Manufacturers can no longer rely
on fear-driven sales. Consumers are becoming more selec-
tive. They are asking harder questions about value, practi-
cality and long-term usefulness. The result 1s a much more
competitive marketplace than existed just a few years ago.

For much of the past decade, companies could success-
fully market rifles based on novelty, premium features or
perceived exclusivity. Today, many buyers are less inter-
ested 1n owning the latest thing and more interested in
obtaining the most value for their money. That shift has
forced manufacturers to adapt.

Viewed through that lens, the Harrier begins to make a
great deal of sense. Ruger has built much of its reputation
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The Harrier fed, fired, extracted, and ejected reliably. Accuracy was good,
consistent and about what Fortier expected. (Photo by Sean Utley)
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on understanding that most shooters are
practical people. They want dependable
firearms that perform their intended role
without unnecessary complication or expense.

The company has repeatedly found success by identifying
products that offer solid value rather than chasing every
trend that sweeps through the industry.

At the same time, the Ruger Harrier needs to prove
durable, reliable and trouble-free over the long haul. The
quality control needs to be consistent, day in and day out.
The build quality must be good and the materials used
must prove durable. Basically, Ruger’s Harrier needs to
earn a reputation for being an economical, but dependable,
rifle over the long haul. One rifle in the hands of one writer
cannot test that, 1t 1s something which will be learned 1n
the months ahead as shooters spend time with the Harrier
and share their thoughts. With that said, I enjoyed my time
with the Ruger Harrier, once again 1t proved that a simple
16-1nch 5.56x45mm AR-135 can provide a lot of enjoyment
on the range. HEJ

62 FIREARMS NEWS | AUGUST 2026

4
L -
--O

Here are five rounds fired offhand at
a rapid pace at 30 yards. (Photo by

David M. Fortier)

A look at the Harrier
stripped for cleaning.
(Photo by David

M. Fortier)

Type: Direct impingement, gas operated,
semi-automatic
Cartridge: 5.56x45mm NATO
Capacity: 30+1 (any AR-15-type magazine)
Barrel: 16.1 in., button rifled, 1:8-In. twist
Length: 35.37 In.
Weight: 06 lbs., 12 oz. (tested)
Finish: Nitride (steel), hardcoat anodized (aluminum)
Stock: Magpul DT Carbine
Grip: Magpul MOE-K?2
Trigger: 6 lbs. (tested)
Sights: None
Safety: Selector lever, two-position
MSRP: $749
Contact: (336-) 949-5200, Ruger.com
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Yes, a compact handgun will have some recoil. As
the writer Heinlein once remarked, “There ain’t
no such thing as a free lunch.” (Patrick Sweeney)

SMITH & WESSON’S

940-3 9MM REVOLVER

Yes, a 9mMm ReVoIVer! . s

ers have to adapt. In the case of the Smith & Wesson

J-frame, that isn’t a big deal, they’ve done it before. This
time around S&W has taken advantage of the knowledge
of previous 9mm revolvers they have made and produced
a winner. (Not that the earlier ones were losers, but they
came out when the world had not changed over to 9mm,
and that didn’t help.)

The J-frame i1s the five-shot epitome of the “snubbie” or
snub-nosed revolver. You can’t make a usable revolver that
1s smaller, even 1f you cut down on the rounds 1t held. Plus,
1if you made the cylinder large enough to hold six rounds,
the entire package becomes enough larger that you lose the
elegance and compactness of the J-frame. So, five it 1s.

I t 1s a 9mm Parabellum world. That means even revolv-
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The S&W 940-3 is the best of both the
snubbie world and the 9mm world.
(Patrick Sweeney)



anp LUGER

Made out of stainless steel, the 940-3
is about as maintenance-free as a
firearm can be. (Patrick Sweeney)

The 940-3 1s made as a double-action-only revolver. There
1s no exposed hammer. That means there’s no way to thumb-
cock 1t, and no point in machining a single-action notch in
the internal hammer, so S&W doesn’t. You will have to learn
double-action shooting in order to use the 940-3, but that 1s
not the burden some seem to think it 1s. The big advantage

Five rounds in the cylinder, because having fewer doesn’t
make it any smaller, and making it six shots makes it too
big. (Patrick Sweeney)

W

The 940-3 lacks the external “safety” lock, and in order
to use it with 9mm ammo you’ll need to use the included
moonclips. (Patrick Sweeney)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

of the sealed frame 1s twofold: 1t means lint and gunk have
less opportunity to enter the action. Also, there’s no hammer
to get caught on clothing on the draw. There’s a third, not as
well-known or taken advantage of aspect as well. That one 1s
the larger rise to the backstrap lets those of us who choke up
on a wheelgun grip like there’s no tomorrow have even more
real estate to claim. Getting my hand up high on a regular
revolver usually means I have to stop when the hammer
starts hitting the web of my hand. On this one, that’s not
going to be a problem.

S&W has also updated the 940-3 by leaving off the
external lock. No more 1s there an opening on the side for
lint entry, and no concern over a malfunctioning “safety
device” that might be a hindrance to use in an emergency.
Kudos, S&W.

One detail of a revolver chambered in 9mm Parabellum
that you and the manufacturer have to deal with 1s the
rim, or lack of one. The extractor star of a revolver lifts
the cases out of the chambers by pressing on the rim, a
rim that protrudes past the diameter of the case head.

Pockets aren’t holsters, get a holster to put the 940-3 into
inside the pocket. (Patrick Sweeney)
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The 9mm rim 1s flush with the case head. No rim, no rim
press, no extraction. This requires a “moon clip” and 1n
the instance here, it 1s a “full moon clip.” The stamped-
steel moon clip allows each round to snap into the clip by
means of the extractor groove of the 9mm case, and each
of the five rounds clip into the stamped spring steel moon
clip in turn. Then the entire package, clip and all, goes
into the cylinder. When you press on the ejector rod, the
extractor star lifts the package by pressing on the moon
clip, not the (here, non-existent) case rim, lifting all five out
at the same time.

Now, you can use the 940-3 without the moon clips. Just
as you can with a properly-made revolver chambered 1n
some other pistol cartridge, like the .45ACP or 10mm, but
they won’t be lifted by the extractor star, and you’ll likely
have to use a stick or ballpoint pen to press them out. So,
use the moon clips.

As an aside, when I got the assignment, and requested
one of the 940-3s from my contact at S&W, I suggested
that they send me more than just the three moon clips that
come 1n the box with the 940-3. I was going to have to do
my chrono and accuracy work and try and have some fun
testing the 940-3. Doing that with just three moon clips
was going to be....less fun. I don’t know what happened
in-between my request and the arrival of the 940-3.

<4 Extra moon clips for
the 940-3 come in
packages of five and

cost $22. (Smith &
Wesson photo)

The rear sight is a carbon steel
wedge, Novak-style, and a vast
improvement over the original,
groove-in-the-frame rear
sight. (Patrick Sweeney)

J

-
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» The serial
number is on
the bottom of

the frame.
(Patrick Sweeney)

The barrel on the 940-3 is a smidge longer than other J frames
and has a slightly larger underlug. (Patrick Sweeney)

Extra moon clips for the 940-3 come 1n packages of five,
and right after the arrival of the box holding the 940-3,
another box dropped on my doorstep, a box that held ten
packages of five moon clips each. Yes, fifty moon clips.
Okay, that’s a bit much even by gun writer standards.

The original J frame was the Chiefs Special, making its
debut at the IACP (International Chiefs of Police) conven-
tion 1n 1950, 1n blue steel. The stainless version came along
in 1963, still with an external hammer. The internal hammer
version, the Centennial, debuted 1n 1952, blued steel, and it
wasn’t until 1990 that the hammerless version came made 1n
stainless steel. In much of that time, the biggest caliber the

The front sight is a night sight from
XS Sights and has a bright ring

to make it even larger in the
daytime. (Patrick Sweehney)




<4 The Hogue
Overmolded

grip is soft
enough to work
and shaped to be
comfortable and
easy to shoot.
(Patrick Sweeney)

» The grips

are shaped to
clear the moon-
clips on loading
or unloading and
note that there is
no external lock.
(Patrick Sweeney)

J-frame was made 1in was .38 Special (we’ll overlook the .357
Magnum version in deference to keeping our wrists and
elbows from rightfully complaining), but there were 9mm
variants along the way.

The 940-3 barrel 1s a bit longer than the usual S&W
snubbie, making my digital calipers work out to 2.18 inch-
es. This 1s a solid barrel, not a two-piece one, as some mod-
els of the S&W line now have. Also, the shroud enclosing
the ejector rod 1s longer and wider going forward than
on other J-frames. If you are looking at a holster that is a
closely molded shell, you’ll want to make sure the holster
maker knows 1t will fit a 940-3 and 1ts underlug.

The sights on the original Chiefs Special were a plain
blade and a notch in the rear of the frame. S&W jumped
fully into the 21st century with the 940-3, where the
front sight 1s a white-bordered night sight with a tritium
cell from XS Sights (XSSights.com). The rear sight is a
modified Novak-shaped pyramid with a u-shaped notch, a
much better system for a rear sight than a notch machined
into the frame 1tself. If you had to you could adjust the
windage on the 940-3 by pushing the rear sight to one side
or the other.

The grip are Hogue OverMolded boot grips of synthetic
material, and soft enough to dampen recoil without being
so soft and “grabby” that they would cause problems
carrying concealed. The grip shape 1s round-butt, because,
well, that’s the best shape both for concealment and for
shooting. Some might favor the square-butt grip shape for
shooting, but I've generally found the round ones better.
The 940-3 1s crafted out of stainless steel and
given a brushed finish before leaving the factory.

As much as I am a revolver purist, and not
entirely a 9mm convert, I have to acknowledge
that the J frame 1s probably better suited to the
9mm than it 1s to the .38 Special. I know, heresy,

Disassembly is easy. Unscrew the one screw on the right
side, below the frame opening. Then you can pull the
cylinder and crane forward off of the frame. (Patrick Sweeney)
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» The grip does not cover
the backstrap. Doing that
would make the 940-3
larger, and you don’t buy a
J frame to make it larger.
(Patrick Sweeney)

but stick with me. The J
frame 1 .38 Special has two
details that hobble perfor-
mance. One 1s the chamber
pressure, and the other 1s
the starting point of the bul-
let itself. The 9mm runs (in
standard pressure loadings)
with a maximum of 35,000
PSI (pounds per square
inch). The 9mm+P maxes
out at 38,500. .38 Special has a max of 17,000 PSI, and the
.38 Special+P 1s only 20,000 PSI. Higher pressure, yes, does
mean more recoil, but it also means higher muzzle velocity.
The second one 1s subtler but still matters. The shorter 9mm
cartridge means the bullet has, 1n effect, a longer barrel than
the .38 Special. From the initial combustion to muzzle exit,
the expanding gases have more time to transfer their energy
to the bullet. Combine those and you get useful velocities
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Casually standing with hands in pockets, it is easy to have a
handgun handy if it is a 940-3. (Patrick Sweeney)

out of a J frame 1n 9mm, more so than what a .38 Special
would deliver, and 1if you really feel the need for more, then
the 940-3 1s rated for +P ammunition.

In testing, the 940-3 confirmed my belief that the
J-frame 1s the firearms package that delivers the most bang
for the smallest cargo load. That 1s, you can’t get a higher
ratio of performance than the J-frame, and the 9mm

The Black Point kydex holster for
belt wear is slick, comfortable
and easy to keep concealed.
(Patrick Sweeney)
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The Crossbreed
pocket holster is a
simple (but effective)
leather holster with a clever
adhesive-and-Velcro attachment
system. (Patrick Sweeney)

» The holster
sticks to the
Velcro, and the
Velcro has an
adhesive back
that sticks to

the inside of

a pocket.

(Patrick Sweeney)

chambering just makes the ratio even better. The beauty
of a double-action revolver 1s that trigger practice 1s cheap,
as 1n 1t costs you nothing but time and effort. Unloaded
(double-check to be sure) dry-fire practice in the basement
or wherever 1s time well-spent. Load up dummy rounds
with no primers 1n them, and practice speedy reloads.

Disassembly 1s a snap. The one screw that 1s directly
below the cylinder on the left side? Yes, that one. That’s the
disassembly screw. Remove it and you can slide the crane
and cylinder off of the frame. That’s 1t. You really don’t
need to do more, unless you really feel the need to delve
into the anatomy of a double-action-only (DAO) revolver.
So, scrub off the powder residues, reassemble and tighten
that screw back 1n place and you're done.

For daily carry, the 940-3 is the epitome of the “pock-
et gun”. Except, even pockets need holsters. Crossbreed
Holsters (CrossbreedHolsters.com) makes an interesting
holster for the 940-3 that goes into your pocket. It has a
Velcro slab that itself has an adhesive backer. Stuff the
940-3 1nto the holster and pocket it. Once you figure out

just where 1n that pocket you want it to be, pull the holster

and 940-3 out. Peel off the paper and then carefully adhere
the holster to the inside of the pocket.

Carrying a snubbie in a pocket without a holster 1s ask-
ing for trouble. In the wintertime, a 940-3 in a Crossbreed
holster 1n the pocket of your winter coat can be quite com-
forting. If you are going belt carry, then BlackPoint makes
a kydex and leather holster that snugs the 940-3 right up to
your side and keeps 1t secure.

Accuracy-wise, the more time you have spent on
dry-firing, the better your groups will be. Also, snubbies
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Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3
Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens MKIIl, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380.

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60EG. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCRO60 Belt Fed
Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.
HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGSs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK &
MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and
inspected. My staff and | welcome prospective clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing
in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. Every item we offer
for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry
Dyer for inspection and upgrade.

A Dealer You Can Trust!

Please visit our website for the full
list of inventory specials.

q\r |-|I '_l L
——

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET.

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!




SMITH & WESSON'’S 940-3 9MM REVOLVER

This particular 940-3 really likes the Black Hills Honey
Badger, but all firearms have preferences, so test yours
with a variety to find what it likes. (Patrick Sweeney)

SMITH & WESSON M940-3 9MM REVOLVER
CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY DATA

- 3§ L]
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by - Pro chronograph.

Double action shooting takes some practice and paying
attention, but once you learn it, it can be quite accurate.
As demonstrated here with the 940-3. (Patrick Sweeney)

seem to be a bit more particular about what they “like”
and “dislike” than other firearms. It 1s worth your time to
try various loads to see if there’s something yours favors.
In this particular instance, the 940-3 sent to me was very
favorable towards Black Hills Honey Badger. And while

it 1sn’t possible to do a real head-to-head velocity test, .38
Special to 9mm, I found that the 9mm loadings with com-
parable bullet weights were 100 fps or more faster than the
.38s have been 1n tests in the past. 100 fps 1s not nothing,
and 1f you can get 1t, you should.

Black Hills Ammunition: Black-Hills.com, (605) 348-5150
BlackPoint Tactical: BlackPointTactical.com

Crossbreed Holsters: CrossbreedHolsters.com, (888) 732-5011
Federal: FederalPremium.com, (800) 831-8100

Fiocchi USA: FiocchiUSA.com, (417) 725-4118

Hornady Manufacturing: Hornady.com, (800) 338-3220

XS Sights: XSSights.com, (888) 7/44-4880
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B Ammunition Bullet Weight | Velocity | ES | SD | Accuracy (in.)
gy - (gr.) & Type (fps) Avg. & Best
; [ | j;-aT Black Hills Honey Badger 100 Copper 1,226 | 47.2 [F16:8 200 2.1
_ :' Filocchi CovertX 124 JHP Tt R Bl S 2Rl 2a
._ ,u 1-_'_ Hornady Ciritical Duty 135 Flex 922 2141 9.5 200272
l;fg ~ederal Personal Defense | 147 Hydra-Shok 306 26.50 | 9.1 26/( 2.0
'L._"' Accuracy results the average of four, five-shot groups at 15 yards off a Champion

TR S shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured on a Garmin Xero C

As a main gun for daily carry, or a backup for those who
like to walk out of the house with two or more firearms on
their person, the S&W 940-3 should be on the top of your
list to handle and test the next time you go visit your local
gun shop. EJ

SPECIFICATIONS
SMITH & WESSON M940-3 9MM REVOLVER

Type: Hammer-fired double-action only revolver
Caliber: 9mm Parabellum
Capacity: 5
Barrel: 2.18in.
Overall Length: 6.63 in.
Height: 4.38 in.
Width 1.31 in.
Weight: 23 oz.
Finish: Matte stainless
Grips: Synthetic boot grip
Sights: Night sight front, notch rear
Trigger: 8 lbs., 7 oz.
MSRP: $899
Contact: Smith-Wesson.com, (800) 331-0852
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HOW TO BECOME A Rifleman:

Everything you need to start on your journey to becoming a rifleman - skilled in the use of a rifle. Tradi-
tionally, a rifleman has the skill to nail a target out to 500 yaras, the “Rifleman’s Quarter-Mile”. Learn to fire
an accurate shot at 25 meters (82 feet) and save all the walking, then add your knowledge of the Rifleman’s
Trajectory to be able to fire that shot and hit the target at 200, 300, 400, and 500 yards. Fred’s Simplified
Wind Rule will help you handle what otherwise befuddles most shooters.

Fred's "Guide to Becoming a Rifleman” — with targets! .......occvvviviiiiiiiieiieievini i teeeies s s s s D42
25M Army Qualification Test (AQT) Targets, Ten Sets w/ Guide.........ccoeeeviieeeviecccieeieeenenn.... 333, 2/$55
The 100-yard AQT Target, use at 25 meters, 100 yards, 200 yards... ......bundle of 100 $21
How far off are you eftective with your rifle? Redcoat Target Set (1 GU targets} L
The "Quick 'n Dirty" (QD) AQT (equals 50 AQTS!) ......cccoociieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e, Cltyr Df 50 $20 5f$82
M14 Repack Kits (bandoleers/cardboards, stripper clips, mag fillers}...................................Lot of 10 $105
M14 Rifle: Preventive Maintenance. Vietnam issue! .. e A S T e S G S s it T
M14 Operator/Org Maintenance/Repair Parts & Speclal Tools Manual... S . |
Match Condition Procedures — Rifle, M14$5
Original US Gl WWII Web Slings! VG - EXCellent......ccoceievieeieiieieiiieeiet et e en s 940, 3 fOr $100!
Patriots, or how to survive the coming collapse, by Rawles (autographed!)........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, $22
Boston's Gun Bible — Which is the best battle rifle? Find the answer!! 500 + pages!.............. ..$525
Fred's SGN Columns — From back in the old days!.........ciiiiiiicicc e ..915
US Gl Bandoleer, M60 Machinegun, holds 100 rds .308 $3 50 1OD!$125
| US-Gtmintissued-Mt-GarandBrd-clips; Quartity of t—=. ..o ... $50 SOLD OUT!
M1 Carbine Repack, Late-Style Strippers + Mag Filler, Cards...........ccoecvvveeveccvineeene......$18.50, 10/$135
M1 Carbine Repack, Early-Style Strippers +w/Mag Fillers, Cards..........cccceveeeeeeeenee...... $21.50, 10/$145
M16 10-rd Stripper Clips, US Gl, UNISSUEC........ciieieeeeee e eeeeeeieieiieseerimeeresesn s nenesesnnnenenene e 100 fOr $14!
AK/SKS Stripper Clips, Incredibly US Gl made! ...........oocoieiiiieeiiicieieeeeeeieiee e 96, Qty of Ten! $35
MY GArai] OB FROE] BT s s it ik o i oo 3 for $15!
M1 Carbine Stripper Clips w/attached mag filler......oco e eee e 10799, 100/$85
O T I P P o NI AN st oo oo S AT $5

FREE SHIPPING TO | Most of the above are unissued/mint. Shop more at fredsm14stocks.com | MINIMUM
THE LOWER 48 Ask about our US Gl M14E2 stocks with all the US Gl metal! |ORDER $75

fredsm1id4stocks.com — 336.465.8178

Project Appleseed — you need to sign up!! Complete schedule for your state at rwva.org



THE RPK e
AND RPK-74

AK-47-BaSGd nght MaChlne GlUﬂS By Leroy Thompson

o some extent, the RPK could equate to the United a replacement for the belt-fed RPD machine gun. Anyone
TStates’ BAR, in that it 1s an overgrown rifle that func-  familiar with the AK-47 can pick up an RPK and immedi-

tions as a light machine gun. Mikhail Kalashnikov ately know how to operate it, as the selector lever, cocking
developed the RPK i1n the early 1960s as a companion handle, and other features remain the same. Speaking of
light machine gun for his AK-47 rifle. It was intended as “picking up,” the RPK 1is also lighter and handier than the
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RPD, which it replaced. And, as its manual of arms is the
same as that of an AK-47, 1t 1s more “soldier proof” for
the typical infantryman.

However, there are differences that make the RPK more
effective in the support role. To make the RPK sturdier, 1ts
recerver 1S of 1.5mm sheet steel, while the PKM'’s receiver
1s of Imm stamped steel. It has a barrel that 1s longer (23.2
inches versus 16.3 inches) and thicker than that of the AK-
477. This allows for more sustained fire, though the barrel
will still overheat more quickly than with most GPMGs. A
reinforced barrel trunnion also helps combat overheating.
Unlike the AK-47, the RPK does not have a bayonet lug.
A bipod 1s mounted near the muzzle, which 1s threaded to
take various devices. Though not obvious at first glance,
the RPK has a slightly longer receiver, which was designed
to lower cyclic rate. The rear sight is adjustable for eleva-
tion and graduated for 100 to 1,000 meters. Its recoil spring
assembly 1s a modified from the AKM variant. Readily
noticeable 1s the butt stock, which 1s similar to that of the
RPD and allows comfortable use when firing prone. Some
parts are interchangeable with the AKM, but many are not.

The 7.62x39-chambered RPK will take standard AK-47
magazines, but to allow it to function in the LMG role,
either a 40-round box magazine or a 75-round drum mag-
azine 1s normally used. Unless the RPK 1s emplaced with
the bipod raised, however, it is hard to fire the RPK prone
with the 40-round magazine. As good as belt-fed machine
guns are for more sustained fire, they also overheat faster,
require time to thread a new belt, and require some effort
to pick up and move to a new firing position. Actually,
the need to change magazine or drum more often allows
for some cooling of the RPK. Based on the highly reliable
AK-47, the RPK keeps laying down fire and 1s light
enough that the gunner can pick 1t up and quickly carry
it to a new firing position, possibly even engaging with 1t
from the shoulder while on the move. Or, 1f there’s time
for movement, the RPK may be slung over the shoulder.
For use by airborne troops or Spetsnaz, the RPKS with a
folding stock was developed.

The RPK-74 was introduced as 1ts designation suggests
in 1974 along with the AK-74 rifle-both are in 5.45x39mm
caliber. Although the RPK-74 will take standard AK-74
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THE RPK (RUCHNOY PULEMYOT KALASHNIKOVA) AND RPK-74

magazines, 1t 1s most often used with a 45-round box mag-
azine. The RPKS-74 1s the folding stock version. Updates
to the RPK-74 include the RPK-74M, which uses synthetic
stock, hand guard, gas tube cover, and pistol grip. This
version has a stock that 1s shaped similarly to the RPK-

74, but 1s side folding
like the RPKS-74. The
RPK-74M also has the

<4 The RPK has a reinforced
barrel trunnion to handle the
longer bursts likely to be fired
from it. (Leroy Thompson)

The RPK is, in
simple terms,

an oversized
AK-47. (IWM)

<4 A Ukrainian
soldier firing an
RPK; Ukrainian
forces are still
equipped with a
large number of
Soviet weapons.

(U.S. Army)

side, mounting rail for optics. There are various
designations for these models fitted with night
vision scopes (all having an “N” designation),
including: RPKN, RPKSN, RPK-74N, and
RPKS-74N. Among the scopes fitted are the
1PNS5I and 1PN3S.

Issuance of the RPK in the Soviet Army was
normally one to each eight-man infantry/motorized infantry
section. As stated in U.S. FM100-2-3 from 1991, 1ssuance of
machineguns in a Soviet Motorized Rifle Regiment of 2,523
troops was 102 RPK-74 LMGs and 27 PKM GPMGs.

Issue of the RPK-74 was broken down with 81 to the three
Motorized Rifle Battalions, 18 to the Howitzer Battalion,
and 3 to the Reconnaissance Company. (See attached for
full Table of Organization and Equipment/TO&E.)

As with other Soviet era weapons, the RPK was
1issued widely among Warsaw Pact and client states
armies. Among the more than 50 users of the RPK
and RPK-74 Bulgarnia, Iraq, North Korea, Romania,

A longer barrel on the RPK improves ballistics of the 7.62x39mm
cartridge; the folding bipod gives more stability when firing prone.
(Leroy Thompson)
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The RPD’s stock is well designed for placement
of the support hand when firing from the prone
position. (Leroy Thompson)



Thompson firing an RPK-74 from the kneeling position using
a rise to allow use of the 45-round magazine without it
dragging. (Leroy Thompson)
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The 75-drum, here in use with the RPK used for testing in
this article, allows the gunner to get low when firing prone.
(Leroy Thompson)

Serbia/Yugoslavia, and East Germany manufactured their
own versions. Some of these copies of the RPK have some
slight differences. The Serbian Zastava M 72, for example,
uses a standard AK type butt stock and has cooling fins
on a portion of the barrel, the Chinese version does also.
Finland developed the Valmet M78 version of the RPK.
In recent times, U.S. troops became familiar with the RPK
in Afghanistan and Iragq.

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The RPK or, in this case, the RPK-74 is light enough to
be quickly picked up and allows the gunner to advance
at the same speed as infantry armed with AK-74 rifles.
(Leroy Thompson)

Close-up of the RPK’s
forearm and 75-round drum.
(Leroy Thompson)

In looking at a list of users of the RPK, it 1s interesting
to note that various small countries with small armies and
limited budgets have chosen the RPK/RPK-74 as a cost-
effective squad automatic weapon. Of course, these are
normally countries that have used the AK-47/74 as their
standard rifle. For example, the island nation Republic of
Cape Verde off the west coast of Africa, which has 1,200
personnel 1n 1ts Coast Guard and National Guard and a
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< A Russian training poster for the
RPK-74M. (Leroy Thompson collection)
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A 1PN58 Night Vision Optic
sometimes used on the RPK.

military budget of $11.2 million, 1ssues the RPK. Among
smaller countries that use a version of the RPK, Fiji 1s
interesting. Though Fij1 has traditionally had close ties
with the UK and the USA and uses the M4 as its standard
1ssue infantry weapon, it has still purchased AK-101 and
RPK-201 weapons, which 1s based upon the AK-101 rifle.
Wherever the AK-47 has been 1ssued, especially in Africa,
the RPK also has normally been employed. Once again,
ammunition compatibility, and a high degree of “soldier
proofing” through only using one basic weapon system
have made the RPK a sound choice. Cost has often been
minimal as well, as the AK-47 and RPK have often been
acquired as surplus or aid from former ComBloc countries.
China’s Type 74 LMG, intended to replace the Type 56
(RPD), on first look resembles the RPK, but has many
unique design features. In any case, the design was not
widely 1ssued 1n the PLA, reportedly due to inaccuracy. As
a companion to the Type 81 assault rifle, which resembled
the AKM, the PLA also adopted the Type 81 LMG, which
resembles the RPK. Both weapons differed internally from
the Russian weapons. The PLA currently uses the QJS-161
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(Leroy Thompson collection)

An RPK mounting the 1P29 optic. (Royal Armouries)

LMG, which weighs only 11 pounds. However, China has
produced the Type 81 LMG for export. The Chinese Type
WQ 112 also appears to owe a debt to the RPK. Both the
Type 81 and the WQ 112 incorporate carrying handles,
which make them even more portable for advancing with
infantry troops. The WQ 112 appears designed for export
sales along with the Chinese WQ 313 and WQ 314A
assault rifles.

[’'ve done a reasonable amount to shooting with the
RPK and the RPK-74. I guess I'd call it a “good news/bad
news LMG. The good news 1s 1t’s handy and easy to move
and quickly emplace. It’s light enough that short bursts
can be fired offhand at ranges to 50 to 100 yards relatively
accurately, yet 1t 1s heavy enough to dampen recoil and
muzzle rise. Actually, since the RPK/RPK-74 may be fired
on semi-auto and has relatively good sights, if firing at
only one or two exposed enemy at longer ranges, single
well-placed shots may be more effective.

[’'m sure there are more experienced users of the RPK
than I who can fire 1t even more accurately offhand. The
bad news is that it will overheat quickly and cannot be




MOTORIZED RIFLE
REGIMENT (BTR)., MRD

/
S5/ -=°' MH&@'M@VW&FI&

mwmﬂmmmmwmwwmﬂ-
PERSONNEL 1,575 (50 | 2¢ | a0 | 65 | 3¢ Jase3 |
TANKS L ETETL

------— .
jz2m fowiver 0-50 _ f  F f Ffs] & [ [ ¢ 1 [ 1 | | m

120-mm Morlar, M1943/M-120 -
of §Z2-mm Aulomatic Mortar. 269 |
s | L LT

SA-13/GOPHER TELAR **
- I EEEEEN

SPAR ﬁun, I5u-23-4 ﬂ-r 256

SAM, SA-T/GRAIL o
SA-L4/GREMLIN or SA-15

ATGM Launcher Vehicle (BROM-2), _. -.-
AT-31/5
ATGM Manpack Console, AT-1/4 12 —-m
ATGM Manpack Launcher. AT-7 —--—_-
e 1t & & 1 & 1 1 1 7 s}
-mm-lnn—-l-m
LN
Launcher, AGS-17
5.45.mm LMG, RPK-P4 .E 'z F F 4 F B F 2ol
7.62-mm GPMG, PN I A T D

ACVIAICYAPG/ASC
ALY, BMP/ERDM/BIR

@ NEN QS N NS o S S R S W S N -
ACY. BRM-1*

I 1
- .
APC, RTR-6D/7D/30 --- -“

APC. BTR-6OPA (FAC) | .-
MRP. PRP-3 (BMP N1975)*** ]
ASC, BRDM.-2

Y -- I N T
Soviet Motorized Rifle Regiment TO&E showing issuance of 102 RPK74s.
(Leroy Thompson collection)

MOTORIZED

__RIFLE PLATOON

1 (3 * BTR) 28

PLATION MOTORIZED ||

i (1 <8R} o

Paioon Leader - -« - Y '

Assistart Patoon (508 S

| seder AH7L
PRINCIPAL ITEMS QF EQUIPMENT

Equipment Total Equipmeant Total
B-mm Pistal, PM -« v eicniiicainiiitrnncsinancans, i0 AFC, BTR-GO0/TOMD ccorreirinnrsasnsrasasnsisnnnnas 3
5.45-mm Assaull Rifle, AK-7& .cocvviiiiiiunainna, 16 Radios:
65.45-mm Light Machine Gun, RPK-74 «---vertt. - 3 VHF, Portable. Low-Power, R-148 ... ..cecvainne 1
7.62-mm Sniper Rille SVD ...... s trsaararsannaran 1 VH=, Vehicle Mcunt, Medium-Power, R-123 ... 3
Antitank Grenada Launcher, RPGE-7V  ivvvivns cer 3

TO&E for a Soviet Motorized Rifle Platoon showing issuance of three RPK-74s.
(Leroy Thompson collection)

|
P — —_— —
| .} = ([~ .
T — | "
|

Finnish M78 version of the RPK.
(Courtesy of Rock Island Auction Service)
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used effectively for continuous fire.

Its closed bolt design means that the
cooling bonus of the open bolt design
1s lost. However, continuous fire 1s not
the RPK/RPK-74’s mission. It is a
Light Machine Gun (LMG) that can
still cover AK47/AK-74 armed squad
mates as they advance, then be picked
up to advance with them.

In his excellent book 7esting the
War Weapons: Rifles and Light
mMachine Guns from Around the
World, my friend and author Tim
Mullin points out that as the RPK
does fire from a closed bolt, there may
be a chance, even if slight, of a cook-
off after sustained firing. Therefore,
in a lull after continuous firing, he
recommends removing the magazine
or drum, or at least dropping it slight-
ly, then clearing the round from the
chamber. The magazine or drum may
then be pushed back into place to
ready the weapon for engagement.

The best feed-device for the RPK or
RPK-74 1s the drum magazine, which
allows the RPK gunner to fire from the
prone position more comfortably. If us-
ing the extended box magazine, I found
it best to assume a cover position that
places the shooter behind a rise so
that the magazine does not touch the
ground. Another option would be to
deploy the RPK/RPK-74’s bipod by
placing it on a ledge or windowsill to
accomplish the same dynamic. While
prone, changing the 40- or 45-round
magazine will entail canting the MG
sideways to remove or insert the mag-
azine. Not only does the RPK drum
allow the gunner to take a lower prone
position, but, as 1t does not use linked
cartridges, it doesn’t rattle as much
as the RPD. Of course, the extra 35
rounds of 7.62x39 are a big plus.

.....
......
LA
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Thompson firing a burst from the RPK offhand; note that be-
cause the selector switch was jarring from full to semi-auto
mode, he has his trigger finger on the selector and is using
his middle finger on the trigger. (Leroy Thompson)

Kyiv, Ukraine, Feb. 27, 2022. A Ukrainian fighter in the
Territorial Defense Battalion with his RPK-74.
(Drop of Light/Shutterstock)

Close-up of the RPK-74’s barrel and bipod. (Leroy Thompson)

Another advantage of the RPK/RPK-74 1s that troops
trained on the AK74/AK-74 will already be familiar with
the controls of the MG and can take over if the RPK

gunner goes down.
As I mentioned earlier, I have fired both the RPK and

RPK-74 quite a bit in the past. For this article, though, I did 30-round AK-74 and 45-round RPK-74 magazines.
(Leroy Thompson)

Close-up of an RPK-74
magazine, selector, and rear
sight. (Leroy Thompson)

The RPK/RPK-74’s butt stock is well designed for firing
prone from the bipod. (Leroy Thompson)
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<4 Thompson
firing the RPK
offhand; note
that because

the selector was e
loose, he is using ifgjg ne
his trigger finger o T

s

on the selector

in the full auto
position and his
middle finger on
the trigger.
(Leroy Thompson)

<4 Thompson
firing the RPK
prone with

the 75-round
drum magazine.
(Leroy Thompson)

» Two bursts
offhand with the
RPK at 100 yards.
(Leroy Thompson)

RPK we used. The selector switch was worn enough that

when I would place 1t on “full auto” (in the middle position)
all of my shooting with a 7.62x39mm RPK. As I have found  vibration when firing would cause 1t to jump to the single-
previously, the RPK’s stock 1s well-designed for shooting shot (bottom) position. A fix was easy, however; I found that
prone, allowing the support hand to be used to pull it against I could place my trigger finger on the selector switch to hold
the shoulder. I only encountered one problem with firing the 1t in position and operate the trigger with my middle finger.

Close-up of the RPK-74’s rear sight.
(Leroy Thompson)

» Thompson firing the RPK-74
offhand. (Leroy Thompson)

AUGUST 2026 | FIREARMS NEWS 78



THE RPK (RUCHNOY PULEMYOT KALASHNIKOVA) AND RPK-74

<4 A Russian

RPK manual.
(Leroy Thompson
collection)

» The RPK-74’s
selector and
mag release.

(Leroy Thompson)

Century Arms (CenturyArms.com) manufactures its version
of the RPK in the form of the Romanian-based AES 10B2
rifle. Look for a review of this firearm by Editor-in-Chief
Vincent DeNiro later this year. (Century Arms photo)

Other than that glitch, the RPK we were shooting was reli- RPK SPECIFICATIONS

able and allowed accurate bursts at 100 and 200 yards. Action: Closed-rotating bolt, gas-operated
[ fired both 40-round box and 75-round drum Caliber! 7 B2 0mm

magazines prone at 100 and 200 yards at various targets

including hanging plates and paper silhouettes and had

good accuracy. I also fired offthand at 100 yards at a

Overall Length: 40.9 in.
Barrel Length: 23.2 in.

silhouette target. Firing three to five-round bursts I Weight: 10.6 lbs.
put enough hits on “him” that he would have been /ors Feed Device: 30- or 40-round curved box magazine,
de combat. 75-round drum
The question that has arisen in my mind every time Sights: Rear: Sliding tangent with notch,
I’ve fired a version of the RPK is: how effective is it, Front: Shrouded post
really? It’s just an overgrown AK-47 or AK-74. Its longer Cyclic Rate: 600 RPM

barrel and, better stock for firing prone, and bipod do RPK-74 SPECIFICATIONS

allow better accuracy, and, 1ts 75-round drum does allow . .

: . Action: Closed-rotating bolt, gas-operated
more sustained fire than the assault rifle. The longer _
barrel may gain it 100200 meters more in effective range. Caliber; 5.45x39mm

I guess I would conclude that lacking a PKM or other Overall Length: 41./5n.
GPMGQG, it gives the infantry section/squad a little more Barrel Length: 24.52 in.
fire support, especially if the gunner advances with the Weight: 10.2 Ibs.

attacking troops.
From the standpoint of shooting the RPK/RPK-74, 1

will state that I would choose to hump and shoot the RPK
any day over the G3 rifle fired on full auto—any day, any

Feed Device: 30- or 45-round curved box magazine

Sights: Rear: Sliding tangent with notch,
Front: Shrouded post

Cyclic Rate: 650 RPM

Week, any month!!! EJ I ————
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Limited Release!
Cache of 212 Complete Four Coin Sets of

The Last Ike Silver Dollars

I Like Ike! In 1971, with one Ike Dollar you could buy: Special Release - Only 212
No coin brings back nostalgic 2 sodas for 10 cents (5 cents each) Complete Sets Available
memories like the Eisenhower 2 ice cream cones for 10 cents (5 cents each) Rarcoa®, America’s Oldest Coin
Dollar. Thes? hefty dol{ar sbring ) candy bars for 20 cents (10 cents each) Company, is announcing the public
back memories of walking to the ¢ packs of baseball cards for 60 cents (10 cents each release of 212 Complete four coin

sets of the iconic Eisenhower Silver
Dollar. Using our deep connections

drug store with your Grandpa Joe,

hearing them jingle around in his three packs each for you and Grandpa Joe)

pocket, before he took one out to buy you a soda, candy, and a in the coin market, we've painstakingly assembled all four coins
few packs of baseball cards. for you for only $120.25.

Last Large-Sized Dollars Silver Dollars For Less Than $31!

Struck from 1971-1978 to honor President Dwight D. The silver market is going CRAZY with silver at $70/0z as we
Eisenhower, the “Ike” was the last large-sized circulating write this. Don’t wait to secure your 1971-1974 Blue Ike Silver
dollar struck by the US Mint. But from 1971-1974, the US Dollar Set for only $120.25 per set. But more and SAVE up to
Mint released a special 40% Silver version struck in a $5 per set when you buy five or more sets.

Brilliant Uncirculated finish.

That's right, you can get four SILVER DOLLARS for less than
thirty one bucks each!

Because the precious metals market is always active and dynamic,
prices may adjust to reflect the latest market opportunities.

If that won't make “You Like Ike”, we don't know what will!
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FEL o ey e 1971-1974 Blue Ike Four Piece Silver Dollar Set
\EAOOIIACCF t’r’ _f!{?';’('f#’/;?fgff | 1-4 sets - $120.25 each
& 75 (FaE - 5+ sets - $115.25 each, Save $5 or more + FREE SHIPPING

L)
{ .3 y p- .rI ‘ "-‘
o Sl ‘ 1*‘ - : T :,."_ . J : ; Pl
i!'?’:.'-.r';'ﬁ.-' f ."‘..b'-":" :t-':-i s fls LT -'.f"‘\ :-f Fe '-._.
-#_.,_-r' -F i A ¥ r A N | g A -

= - -
I

- - - - “You Like Me”
Still In Original Packaging - The Blue Ike Call 1-833-204-4562 |
Only minted at the San Francisco Mint, known as the “Granite Offer Code SKSP118-1

Lady’, the Silver Ike was only available if you ordered one from
the Mint. Each Brilliant Uncirculated silver dollar was delivered

in a special packaging in a blue envelope, earning the nickname

of “Blue Ikes”. You'll get all four coins delivered in their original
blue envelope packaging, a miracle considering it’s been 55

years since the first Ike Silver Dollar was struck.

Please mention this code when you call.

RARCOA DIRECT

Scan to buy online. rarcoa.com/4-pc-ike-silver-dollar-set

All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. Due to the volatility
in the precious metals market, prices are subject to change. All comparison prices are accurate at the time of ad creation© 2026 RARCOA DIRECT



WILSON COMBAT’S
BULWARK PISTOL

The Bulwark is the first production—rather
than custom/hand-built—handgun to come out
of Wilson Combat. And it’s full of surprises.
(Photo by Andy Grossman)

A Collection of FIrsts -, umes

ilson Combat just introduced the Bulwark, and
Wit’s getting a lot of attention. This 1s a brand-new
pistol meant for CCW and duty use, and some-
thing completely different for Wilson—it’s a modular gun
built around a chassis, with all the modern features you
want and/or need, and priced significantly lower than you
might expect for something with “WILSON COMBAT”™
etched on the side of the slide, because 1t 1s a high-end
production gun, rather than a hand-built custom piece.
Wilson Combat has plans to offer different sizes and
models of the Bulwark, including a 3.6-inch version.
However, 1nitially, they started with the size they felt would
be most popular, much like they did the EDC X9, Wilson’s
previous original pistol design.
The Bulwark 1s a 9mm with a 4.0-inch barrel and a 15+1
capacity. In silhouette, it 1s roughly reminiscent of a Glock
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17/19, but this 1s not another Glock clone, i1t’s not a striker-
fired pistol at all. The Bulwark uses a single-action-only
operating system with an internal hammer—so you actually
get a quality trigger pull—and you won’t find any polymer
on this gun; the grip module 1s machined aluminum.

Overall, this pistol 1s 7.5 inches long, 5.6 inches tall
with a magazine 1n place, and 1.39 inches thick at the grip
panels. With an empty magazine in place, 1t weighed 33.2
ounces according to my scale. In length/height, that puts 1t
between the G17 and G19, while being heavier.

One huge advantage of striker-fired pistols that people
don’t talk about, or don’t understand, 1s the design allows
for a very low bore. That low bore equates to less muzzle
rise while shooting. An internal hammer allows the same
thing and bore height off the hand with the Bulwark 1s the
same as a Glock 17/19 or, 1n fact, a tiny hair less. Between



The Bulwark is an aluminum-framed
9mm meant to give shooters that
which they’ve been begging for
decades, “a Glock 19 with a 1911
trigger.” Sort of. (Photo by James Tarr)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The Bulwark is arguably closer in size
to a Glock 17 than a Glock 19, although
it will fit into most holsters meant for
the G19. (Photo by James Tarr)

The Bulwark isn’t a striker-fired pistol, but rather a semi-auto-only, with an internal
hammer. The hammer, red, can be seen cocked and then released. (Photo by James Tarr)

that and 1ts all-metal, heavier weight than a polymer-framed
gun, I expected 1t to be very controllable.

[ want to repeat; this 1s not a striker-fired gun. For de-
cades people have been wanting a gun company to produce
“a Glock 19 with a 1911 trigger,” and the Bulwark 1s the
closest thing I've yet seen. To do that, Wilson Combat went
with an internal hammer-fired design, as you simply can’t
get a 1911-quality trigger pull with a striker-fired gun. “It’s
Just an enclosed-hammer 1911 as far as the trigger mecha-
nism is concerned,” as Bill Wilson explained. The Bulwark’s
trigger doesn’t pivot, it slides back, ike a 1911, and the
biggest difference you’ll see is the red safety lever on the
trigger. Both the lever and the trigger are aluminum.

The specs call for a 3.75- to 4.25-pound trigger pull. Trig-
ger pull on my sample was 3.75 pounds, and crisp. After a
very short take up, there was a crisp break, and no overtravel
that I could discern. It 1s a high quality 1911-type trigger
pull not just in form but in function. However, with a 1911
you've got manual safeties that help guard against accidental
and negligent discharges with that short/light trigger pull.

The Bulwark wasn’t just designed for concealed carry
but, as Bill Wilson says, “a hard-use service pistol.” To that
end, it has four safety systems: 1. The grip safety blocks
the sear when not depressed. 2. The grip safety blocks the
back of the trigger bow when not depressed. 3. There 1s
a firing pin block (which 1s moved up and out of the way

» When the hammer is
cocked, you can see it
through the slot at the rear
of the gun. It is visible in
most lighting conditions.
(Photo by James Tarr)

when you depress the grip safety) 4. The safety lever on the
trigger, which locks into the frame when not depressed.

The slide, barrel, and chassis are all stainless steel. The
slide and chassis have been given a nitride finish. Interest-
ingly, the breech block 1s a separate piece from the shide,
hardened for extended durability.

The flat-topped slide has been serrated, and what you see
here are the standard Wilson Combat Battlesights—a steel
front, with a fiber optic insert, and a plain black rear with
a U-shaped notch. Tritium night sights will be an available
option. Forward of the rear sight 1s a steel cover plate.

The rear of the shide is widened slightly to support
the integral optics base. The top of the slide 1s basically
the same width as a Trijicon RMR. Remove the cover
plate which holds the rear sight, and you’ll see the slide
1s machined to accept Wilson’s Combat Pin system. This
uses various small stainless-steel pin sets which, when
inserted, allow you to direct-mount various optics to the
slide. Three pin sets are provided with the pistol, and in
color coded bags—red for optics using the Trijicon RMR
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WILSON COMBAT’S BULWARK PISTOL

The Bulwark has the low bore of a striker-fired pistol, but
with an aluminum frame it weighs more, so it was very
controllable. (Photo by Andy Grossman)

footprint, blue for those using the Leupold DeltaPoint Pro,
and green for those using the RMSc footprint. The pistol
ships with the wrenches and tools you’ll need to take off
the cover plate and install optics.

The slide sports very aggressive serrations front and
back. The serrations are flat-bottomed and angled, and the
serrated areas are wider than the rest of the slide.

The rear of the slide 1s rounded, and horizontally ser-
rated. There 1s a rectangular gap between the slide and the
top of the grip module, just above the modest beavertail,
and through it you can see when the hammer 1s cocked.
The hammer is colored, and if you can see red right there
you know the hammer is cocked. Just to reiterate, just like
a 1911, this 1s a single-action-only operating system, with
no restrike or decock capability. The Bulwark uses an ex-
ternal, spring-tensioned extractor. There 1s a cutout in the
barrel hood which serves as a loaded chamber indicator.

Slide-to-barrel-to frame fit was good, as good or better
than you’d find with most striker-fired guns. The Bulwark
1sn’t as tight as a traditional Wilson Combat 1911, but
then it’s not priced like one either. The Bulwark 1s Wilson
Combat’s first try at a “production” handgun using preci-
sion manufacturing and high-quality production. They are
not assembled and hand-fit one at a time (like their 1911s
and EDC X9s) by gunsmiths, they are relying on their
machine shops to produce near-perfect parts that are then
assembled. Parts are interchangeable between Bulwarks
as they are not polished and filed to fit. Bill Wilson said
the Bulwark 1s, “Not as accurate as an X9, but more than
accurate enough for a service pistol.”

The stainless-steel slide rides on a stainless-steel fire con-
trol unit that includes the trigger assembly and the frame
rails. Both slide and the fire-control unit/FCU have a black
nitride coating. In the Bulwark there are no castings, no
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» Tarr doesn’t
like the looks of
the grip safety,
but didn’t notice
it while shooting,
and it works. It
engages safeties
that allow for a
shorter, lighter,
and crisper trigger
pull than you’d
otherwise get.
(Photo by

James Tarr)

The top of the slide is flattened and serrated. The serrated
sections on the side of the slide are wider as well.
(Photo by James Tarr)

¥ A

Three pin sets for direct mounting of optics are provided
with the pistol, and in color coded bags—red for optics using
the Trijicon RMR footprint, blue for the Leupold DeltaPoint
Pro, and green for the RMSc footprint. (Photo by James Tarr)

MIM, every single steel component of the gun 1s machined
from solid bar stock. The nitrided stainless steel chassis
inside the grip module is held in place by the slide stop and
a pin at the rear of the grip. There’s no need to pull it out
for standard cleaning/fieldstripping.

The grip module 1s anodized aluminum with G10 grip
panels. The grip angle 1s closer to that of a 1911 than a
Glock. I found 1t to be quite chunky in the hand, noticeably
girthier than a Glock 17/19. The Bulwark has a short trigger,
so trigger reach won’t be much of an 1ssue unless you have
very small hands, but still, I hope that at some point Wilson
Combat offers flat G10 grip panels for this gun to slim the
grip down. It 1s, as my sons would say, a chonky boy. Thin




<4 The Bulwark
magazine (right)
uses the same

body and follower
as Wilson’s EDC X9
magazine (left),

but it has a different
magazine release
notch. (Photo by
James Tarr)

grips, maybe different color options. Thin black ones with a
gold WC medallion would probably be a hit...

At the front of the grip module, you’ll find a two-slot
MIL STD M1913 “Picatinny” rail for mounting a light.
At the bottom of the grip module is a somewhat sizeable
integral magazine well. It’s not any wider than the grips—
all that volume 1s internal.

Both the grip module and the grip panels sport Wilson’s
“brick” pattern for texturing. This 1s horizontally oriented
rectangles with aggressive edges that grab your hand and
fingers very well. They're all over the front strap and back
of the grip module. Above the grip panels, on either side,
you’ll find sections of very minor texturing that work more
for decoration than they do traction. Above that, you'll
see cutouts in the aluminum grip module just below the
slide—on the right side, the serial number 1s visible on the
fire control unit. On the left, “BERRYVILLE, AR, USA.”

The trigger guard is square, and at the rear 1t 1s under-
cut. The steel magazine release 1s a teardrop-shaped button
with fine checkering. It is reversible, for left-handers. The
slide release has a small but very effective shelf. At the rear
of the grip module is the grip safety which, when fully
depressed, does not sit flush with the frame.

You’ll have no problems gripping the slide with all of the
raised and textured areas. (Photo by Andy Grossman)

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

The grip module and panels sport Wilson’s “brick” texturing,
which is raised rectangular sections that provide a lot of
traction but also increase the girth. (Photo by James Tarr)

The Bulwark uses an external spring-powered extractor.
The Bulwark logo is on the slide just forward of the ejection
port. (Photo by James Tarr)

I don’t like the look of the grip safety at all, and didn’t
like the way 1t felt against my palm when I was handling
the gun, but when I was shooting, I didn’t notice it, and
that’s really the only important thing. Well, one of two
important things—the second being is that I never had a
problem disengaging the grip safety while shooting.

Depending on the size/shape of your hand, a not-so-
small number of people (myself included) often have
problems fully depressing the grip safety on a 1911 when
running 1t with the proper thumb-high hold. That doesn’t
seem like 1t will be an 1ssue with the Bulwark.

The Bulwark uses the same magazine body/follower as
the EDC X9 (which 1s a version of the Walther PPQ/PDP
magazine) but with a different mag catch cutout, so the two
aren’t interchangeable. Two 15-round magazines are supplied
with the pistol, and 10-rounders are available 1f you live in a
“commie state,” as Bill Wilson describes them.

Inside the slide, things are different, and unexpected.
There 1s a locking block on the underside of the barrel that
interfaces with a cam underneath 1t, that 1s part of the recoil
spring assembly. I've seen vaguely similar concepts, but
nothing exactly like this. For disassembly, after ensuring it 1s
unloaded, back the slide up so that the disassembly notch in
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Tarr burned 100 rounds or so doing speed drills at five
yards, getting a feel for the gun. He pulled a few high and
low, getting used to the bounce, but you’ll notice there were
none pulled to either side. That’s because of the short and
crisp trigger pull. (Photo by James Tarr)

During his first trip to the range Tarr put eight different
kKinds of ammunition through the gun (more than you see
here), six of them JHPs, to test reliability. It ran them all
flawlessly. (Photo by James Tarr)

the slide, which i1s small and hard to see, 1s at the slide stop.
Push the slide stop out. Then you can pull the slide assembly
oif the front of the gun, but I would recommend wrapping
your hand around the underside of the slide as i1t comes off,
so you don’t have parts dropping out on you—the recoil
spring assembly, spring plug, etc. You don’t need any tools
to take the Bulwark apart, although when the pistol 1s new
you might want a punch to get the slide release started.

For reassembly, 1t’s best 1f you put the slide together
upside-down, so all the parts stay in place, and slide the
frame/grip on it that way. This will definitely seem familiar
to old-school 1911 owners. The Bulwark uses a flat-wire
recoil spring, and a full-length steel guide rod.

Wilson was smart, the Bulwark is designed to fit into many
Glock 19-pattern holsters. I tried 1t in a few I had on hand,
and they fit with either a tiny bit of wiggle or none at all.

The Bulwark was designed for durability, safety, and

The best group was this, using Hornady’s American Gun-
ner 115-grain JHP load. Mostly the pistol averaged two- to
three-inch groups. (Photo by James Tarr)

simplicity. Bill Wilson said 1t’s the better choice for carry
in a dusty environment than a 1911, because i1t’s more en-
closed. This pistol was in development for a long time, and

Wilson Combat tested guns to 25,000 rounds with no
issues, and Bill Wilson expects they should last to 100,000
rounds. They actually tested them with no lube as well,

5,000 rounds no lube, no problem—but there’s no reason
for you to do that. Properly lubricate your pistols, they’ll
run better and last longer.

On my 1nitial trip to the range, I put
about eight different types of ammo

the original idea 1nvolved a polymer frame. The aluminum
frame provided them more options.

WILSON COMBAT BULWARK PISTOL

Bullet locity | ES Best Group / through the pistol, six of them hollow
| Weight (gr.) | (fps) Avg. Group (in.) | points, just to check reliability. While
_ehigh Defense XD 90 1,320 (&5 |11 24/30 running speed drills on a target five
Hornady Am. Gunner XTP 115 1112 | 30| 9 1.6/2.6 yards away, to check controllability.
ehigh Defense Low Recoi 115 1088 |33 10| 25/29 The Bulwark didn't have a single prob-
Slack Hills FMJ 115 1109 | 42 | 17 28/36 TR IR SRS U SRS T S
carry gun, a longslide lightly-custom-

Wilson Combat HBFN Reman 135 943 50 | 21 L B T ized Glock 34. The Bulwark had slight-
Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sand-

ly less muzzle rise than the G34, which
makes sense—it has the same bore
height over hand, and weighs more.

bag rest. Velocities are averages of ten shots measured with a Garmin Xero C1 12

feet from the muzzle.
g e |
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The trigger on the Bulwark made it easy to hit what
I was aiming at and allowed for very quick follow-up
shots; faster than with my competition/carry Glock—even
though the weight of the pulls was similar, the trigger pull
on the Bulwark i1s much shorter, with a shorter reset. The
Bulwark had a sharper recoil impulse than the Glock, but
I attribute that to the metal frame. Polymer frames flex
under recoil, absorbing a little bit of energy. The Bulwark
provided a sharper recoil, but it felt shorter, and quicker.

I will say that the very front of the slide stop probably
should be radiused. While it 1s curved, there 1s an actual
corner there, and that sharp corner was biting into the
back of my support thumb with every shot when 1t was
pressed against the frame. This won’t happen to everyone,
but I won’t be the only person it happens to. The bottom

I""'l'

The serial number can be seen on the nitrided stainless

steel chassis inside the aluminum grip module. The tex-

turing on the grip module above the panel looks nice but
doesn’t really provide any grip. (Photo by James Tarr)
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<4 The Bulwark was a lot of fun to
shoot. Here it is in full recoil. It had
slightly less muzzle rise than Tarr’s
tricked out competition longslide G34.
(Photo by Andy Grossman)

of the slide 1s radiused for exactly this
reason, so 1t doesn’t slice up the web
of your hand.

Overall, I think this 1s a solid design,
that provided perfect performance. I
do think the grip needs to be thinner—
either with flat grip panels, or a grip
module reduced in circumference, or
both. That “brick” texturing works but
adds thickness all around. Most people
won’t have trouble reaching the trigger,
but, still, the rounder a grip, the less
naturally i1t points. Designers need to
find the ergonomic sweet spot between
uncomfortably flat and so round with your eyes closed you
can’t tell which direction the muzzle 1s pointed. I think the
Bulwark could do with some more flatness, but your experi-
ence, as they say, may vary.

The grip safety (or some sort of manual safety) 1s pretty
much a necessity, if you're going to be equipping a pistol
with a trigger pull this short/light/crisp. Heavier/longer
trigger pulls themselves are an insurance policy against
negligent discharges, at the cost of shootability. The Bul-
wark’s grip safety acts like that insurance policy without
affecting the trigger pull and should be welcomed by
anyone planning to carry this gun stuffed down the front

‘,il‘l}ll“““l‘il g - .I .I .1 _I . .I - "

The Bulwark uses a unique
lockup designed specifically for
it. Note the scallop cuts on the
frame rails, meant to collect dirt
so the slide can run dirty longer.
(Photo by James Tarr)
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WILSON COMBAT’S BULWARK PISTOL

WILSON COMBAT BULWARK PISTOL

Single action semi-auto

Caliber: 9mm
At $1,899 the Bulwark isn’t inexpensive...but it is compared Capacity: 15+1
to the other hand-built pistols Wilson offers. _ :
(Photo by Andy Grossman) Barrel Length: 4.0 in.
Overall Length: 7.5 1n.
Height: 5.6 in. (with provided magazine)
Width: 1.39 In.
Weight: 33.2 oz. (unloaded, with magazine)
Slide Material: Stainless steel
Finish: Black nitride
Grip Module: Aluminum
Finish: Anodized
Grips: G10
Safeties: Grip safety which blocks the trigger and
The Bulwark is built to fit into most holsters for the Glock the sear, trigger lever safety, firing pin block
19. Tarr tried it in a few, and found there was a tiny bit of Sights: Wilson Combat Battlesight, fiber optic
wiggle in some of the polymer ones (Safariland IncogX on the :
left, Gravity in the center), but none at all in leather holsters LR Lo e S e 2
(that’s a Galco Avenger on the right). (Photo by James Tarr) Trigger: 3./5-4.25 Ibs. (3.75 lbs. as tested)
Accessories: [wo 15-round magazines, pin set for
optics, extra fiber optic rod, cable lock,
£ thes _ don’ b b _ ’ " soft case
0 tﬂ e1r pa_nts—Just. on_t push on that grlp salely when MSRP: $1.899.00
you're seating the pistol in your appendix holster.
Contact: (800) 955-4856, WilsonCombat.com

As a general rule, I don’t talk about the appearance of
guns I review. There are photos—you can look at them
and decide whether you like the looks of a gun, or not,
but I feel I should address 1t with the Bulwark, as a lot of
people are responding negatively to 1ts appearance. So let
me just say this, about that—when 1t was introduced, the
Glock was maligned for 1ts ugly appearance. It 1s still ugly.
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However, 1t has endured because of how 1t shoots. So, the
real beauty of the Bulwark is not in its looks, but rather its
performance. Whether you love the looks of the Bulwark
or hate 1t, this 1s a gun that shoots beautifully. E3
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NEWSSTAND [ Cont. from page 14]
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A couple attends a Second Amendment rally in Wytheville, VA on January 19th,

2020. (LisaCarter/Shutterstock)

an exclusive AmmolLand report
documents.

The complaint, Curtis v. Katz, filed
in the Circuit Court of the County
of Spotsylvania, asks for declaratory
judgment and injunctive relief against
SB 749 / HB 217 because the “ban
provisions of the Act violate the
militia clause of Article I, Section 13
of the Constitution of Virginia.” As
noted in the Statement of Facts, “The
weapons banned by the act are the
arms of the citizen militia.”

Named defendants are Superinten-
dent of the Virginia State Police, Col.
Jetirey S. Katz; Spotsylvania County
Commonwealths Attorney G. Ryan
Mehaffey; and Spotsylvania County
Sheriif Roger L. Harris.

The Counsel of Record for the
complaint 1s Kenneth T. Cuccinelli,
who, per a biography posted by The
Federalist Society “has been a trial
and appellate litigator, including
constitutional law, for over 25 years.
Additionally, Mr. Cuccinelli served
in state government 1n the Virginia
State Senate from 2002-2010, and
as Virginia’s Attorney General from
2010-2014... Mr. Cuccinelli also
served 1n the federal government,
first as the Acting Director of United
States Citizenship & Immigration
Services, and then as the Acting
Deputy Secretary for the Department
of Homeland Security.”
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Plaintiffs in the case are“Dustin
R. Curtis, individually and in his
capacity as a member of the Virginia
Unorganized Militia; W. Michael
Wood, individually and in his capacity
as a member of the Virginia
Unorganized Militia; Blaustein &
Reich, Inc, d/b/a Bob’s Gun Shop
a Virginia stock company and
licensed firearms dealer; and
Daniel Hinkson, individually and
as sole owner of Be Ready
Enterprises, LLC.”

“Plaintiffs challenge these
prohibitions solely under the militia
clause of Article I, Section 13 of the
Constitution of Virginia. They do
not rest their case on the Second
Amendment to the United States
Constitution, nor on the individual
right to keep and bear arms also
embodied in Article I, Section 13,
the complaint declares. “Their
argument 1s simpler and more
fundamental: the militia clause
guarantees the existence of a ‘well
regulated militia, composed of the
body of the people, trained to arms.™

“The General Assembly cannot,
consistent with that guarantee,
prohibit the body of the people from
acquiring the very weapons with which
they must be prepared to serve as that
militia,” the complaint contends.

While Mehatfey was named in
the complaint because he 1s the

Commonwealth’s Attorney of
Spotsylvania County, as Firearms
News has reported, he 1s one of the
Virginia prosecutors who has declared
that he will not enforce the ban.
And as such, Mehatfiey has, per
Cuccinelll, “filed a blockbuster brief
in our case arguing that WE should
get our preliminary injunction. It’s

a good piece of work and a very
pleasant surprise.”

It 1s a good piece of work, although
his contention that a sawed off
shotgun 1s not protected because 1t
does not have some reasonable
relationship to the preservation or
efficiency of a well regulated militia™
1s historically arguable and as has
been argued 1n previous Firearms
News articles, limiting small arms to
those that “are lawfully in common
use today” leaves the door open to
uphold current bans on arms not
In common use and on new arms
developments reserved for the
standing army.

As things stand, the hearing will
either take place on June 17, or 1t
will be called off like the other
complaints. This column will follow
up as appropriate.

David Codrea is the winner of multiple

Journalist awards for investigating/de-

fending the RKBA and a long-time gun
owner rights advocate who defiantly chal-
lenges the folly of citizen disarmament.

In addition to being a regular featured
contributor for Firearms News, he blogs
at “The War on Guns: Notes from the
Resistance,” and posts onlwitter: @
dcodrea and Facebook.

EDITOR’S NOTE: As this issue was
going to press, on June 25th, a prelim-
inary injunction was issued barring the
July, 1st ban from going into effect.
This court action can be extended until
sometime in December. Firearms News
will be following this issue closely so be
sure to check our website at Firearms
News.com, or our Facebook page,
regularly for updates. K1



ATF DIRECTOR ROBERT CEKADA

GETS SOFTBALL TREATMENT
ON PISTOL BRAGES FROM

Beware of the
Self-Serving, for
They Come In
Sheep’s Clothing.

By Darwin Nercesian,
News Field Editor

he newly crowned director of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms, and Explosives
(ATF) recently sat down with Colion
Noir for a YouTube interview entitled
“The ATF Director Just Said What
Gun Owners Have Been Waiting To
Hear.” Aside from being the gen-

tlest of softball interviews, the video
raises questions, including whether it
really was what we’ve been waiting to
hear, and 1f so, how have gun owners
allowed themselves to be bramwashed
into thinking that such a compromised
approach to the Second Amendment
1s something to celebrate?

Many “conservatives” revere any
Trump administration policy as if
Moses himself had carried it down
from Mount Sinai. My perspective
1s that of a Constitutional Construc-
tionist, meaning I advocate limiting
government power to the literal,
expressed, and narrow definitions of
the text, exactly as 1t 1s written. Any
doctrine subject to broad interpreta-
tion and whimsical fantasy is destined
to be abused by those in power. The
Second Amendment is a perfect
example of such abuse and a tyran-
nical government’s strategy to rule by
means of “What are you going to do
about 1t?”

T

A highly contentious topic of
concern among gun owners 1s the
ATF’s flip-flopping position on pistol
stabilizing braces, which the agency’s
Firearms Technology Branch (FTB)
interpreted in 2012 as compliant and
not subject to the National Firearms
Act (NFA).

“Based on our evaluation, FTB
finds that the submitted forearm
brace, when attached to a firearm,
does not convert that weapon to be
fired from the shoulder and would
not alter the classification of a pistol
or other firearm. While a firearm so
equipped would still be regulated by
the Gun Control Act, 18 U.S.C. §
921(a)(3), such a firearm would not be
subject to NFA controls.”

Under the Biden administration’s
efforts to pervert the meaning of
anything to support its agenda, that
position took a dramatic U-turn,
turning pistol brace-equipped guns
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into NFA-regulated firearms and
law-abiding Americans into criminals
overnight. This ebb has not flowed
with the Trump administration, even
though the President promised he
would tear up the Biden-era Pistol
Brace Rule in his first week, or first
day in office.

“The so-called pistol brace rule,
which orders law-abiding citizens to
register or surrender guns with certain
equipment. You know that. Many
of you are forced to do it... Under a
Trump administration, all of those
Biden disasters get ripped up and torn
out my first week, but maybe my first
day 1n office, okay? Maybe my first,”
said Trump 1n a 2023 speech.

I wrote about this in my recent
article, Biden... Excuse Me, I Mean
Trump Administration Coming After
Pistol Braces... Again, warning the
community that even though the Rule
had been vacated by U.S. District
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NEWSSTAND

Judge Reed O’Connor and heavily
reinforced by the Eighth Circuit
Court of Appeals, stating the ATF
had violated the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA) by reclassify-
ing braced pistols as short-barreled
rifles (SBRs), the agency intended to
enforce 1ts content regardless of any
legal outcome.

“Plaintiffs also make much of
the fact that defendants continue
to enforce the NFA's and the GCA’s
regulation of short-barreled rifles
against some brace-equipped
pistols, even though the Rule has
been universally vacated. However,
that should come as no surprise, as
that is consistent with how defendants
have always explained how things
work 1f a court vacated the Rule or

enjoined 1ts enforcement,” according
to the DOJ.

added charge when someone falls
under the radar of law enforcement
for other circumstances, promising
that the agency would not take part
in hunting down gun owners simply
for using braces. If you believe that, I
have some oceanfront Ohio real estate
available at a smoking deal!

“If you have a rifle, and your rifle
has an overall length that’s under
26 inches and under... for example,
15.9 inches... and it’s designed to be
shouldered, you're technically having
a short-barreled rifle... ATF is not
pursuing America’s gun owners who
are attaching a stabilizing brace and
shouldering a rifle that may or may
not be a short-barreled rifle... if you
run afoul with local law enforcement
or federal agents, for example, you
bring yourself on the radar for
something else and they end up

not pursue 1t nor tell you whether it 1s
or 1s not until you’ve been entrapped.
What about finding yourself “on

the radar” of local and federal law
enforcement? How often are those
circumstances brought about by
accident or false pretense, and how
might this apply to constructive
intent, in which regulatory bodies
have historically argued that
possession of spare parts that could
be assembled into a short-barreled
firearm or silencer implied an intent
to build one, even 1f the parts were
not actively assembled. This 1s a
concerning proposition considering
many gun owners maintain an
exhaustive spare parts inventory
built over years of shooting and
collecting. Americans could easily be
subject to charges for possession of
an unregistered SBR even if they do

Let’s evaluate the ATF Director’s integrity by looking at his comments
regarding a federal firearms registry, which is both unconstitutional
and prohibited by federal law.

This stance, however, did not stop
firearms advocacy groups from
sharing the stage with Cekada and
their applause at a late April press
conference, where 34 new Rules were
cleverly framed as an effort to ease
burdens on firearms dealers and
restore the agency’s commitment to
the Second Amendment. But the
ruse was not that clever, as I began
pointing out 1ts duplicity 1n my
articles, ATF’s New Era of Reform...
Repealing the Pistol Brace Rule and
Why It Means Nothing and ATF’s
New Era of Reform... Easing the NFA
Transport Burden.

In his interview with Noir, Cekada
made 1t clear that firearms equipped
with pistol stabilizing braces measur-
ing under 26 inches in overall length
or with barrels less than 16 inches in
length would be considered SBRs on
a case-by-case basis. He explained,
however, that enforcement of such
matters would be carried out as an
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executing a search warrant at your
house, it 1s possible that your firearm
1s sent to ATF for classification and
they would review each firearm,
case-by-case basis, and say 1t 1s or it
1sn’t based on what the law defines,
and you could be in a position that a
U.S. Attorney’s office will say, ‘Hey,
we want to charge this person.” Now
I think that every U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice, just like ATFE, we have a capacity
on how many cases we could bring
on, hence why we don’t have our
agents working on that, right? We're
working on people that are actually
using firearms to commit violent
crimes, not America’s gun owners
that are enjoying shooting a firearm
equipped with a brace that i1s con-
sidered, technically, a short-barreled
rifle,” Cekada said.

Read that quote as many times as
you must to understand that Cekada

1s saying your braced firearm may or
may not be an SBR, but the ATF will

not effectively have one and are not a
violent felon.

Cekada also states that the
driving force behind the ATF
looking the other way 1s the agency’s
“capacity” to bring charges, rather
than an official position, a circum-
stance that can change without any
requirement to inform the public, at
the whim of a motivated agent, or in
the event the agency decides to act
punitively in a particular case. Yes,
that happens. Let it sink 1n and ask
yourself how comfortable this makes
you feel.

Consider programs like the
NRA-endorsed 1997 Project Exile,
where the state of Virginia mandated
that firearms found 1n any state or
local crime must be submitted with
the police report to the ATF to verity
if federal violations had taken place.
Shifting prosecution of these cases
to the federal government opened
the doors to mandatory minimum



sentences, denial of bail, and incar-
ceration in federal prisons far from
local communities. In addition, many
local cases are dismissed before seeing
the inside of a courtroom, but what
happens with those ATF submissions?
If you think they will consequently be
thrown out, I refer you to that ocean-
front property. How are we feeling
about rolling the legal dice now on

Cekada’s word?

American gun owners, with 94%
already 1n digital format. This 1s

gun owner registration, pure and
simple. It’s a violation of federal law,”
said Pratt.

That’s not where the registry game
of lar, lhar ends, unfortunately. How
can a gun owner be charged with
possession of an unregistered
short-barreled firearm, silencer,
or even machine gun if there i1s no

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

pret the Second Amendment
as meaning ordinary citizens should
not be allowed to own firearms at
all, epitomizing the nonsense that
can be applied when nuancing clearly
written text, and I'm not playing
that game.

Speaking of text, I did not
hear either Director Cekada or
Colion Noir discuss the 1ssue of
Constitutionality, even though

The ATF admitted to amassing nearly one billion records of American gun
owners, with 94% already in digital format. This is gun owner registration,
pure and simple. It’s a violation of federal law,” said Pratt.

Let’s evaluate the ATF Director’s
integrity by looking at his comments
regarding a federal firearms registry,
which 1s both unconstitutional and
prohibited by federal law.

“There’s a lot of misnomers out
there about a registry. There i1s no
registry. I know that there’s stories
about that every day, and people want
to get everyone upset about that, and
that’s, 1t’s just not true,” Cekada says.

registry to register them to? Say that
five times fast. The NFA 1tself 1s an
admitted firearm registry, and so 1s a
searchable electronic records data-
base of 4473 forms— 1t’s very easy to
determine which 4473s were used to
purchase semi-auto AR pistols or any
other semi-auto handgun that would
be a contender for a pistol brace. The
mere fact that Cekada would be so
brazenly dishonest while Noir simply

Cekada’s position requires him
to pledge an oath to support and
defend the Constitution. That
omission alone makes everyone
here suspect. Cekada had no
problem, however, pointing out
that he 1s ssmply following orders
from Congress. First of all, he 1s
not. The ATF has an established
and sordid history of legislating
from a regulatory position,

What remains is to decide where you really stand. Do you support the
Constitution as it is written, or do you support something else?

I wrote about a recent Senate
Homeland Security Committee
hearing in my article, Massie Puts
on Second Amendment Clinic During
Homeland Security Hearing, in which
Eric Pratt, senior vice president of
Gun Owners of America (GOA),
testified and brought receipts which
prove Cekada has his proverbial pants
on fire.

“In 2021, GOA exposed that the
Biden administration had accumu-
lated 54-million-gun owner records
in a single year. Now, Representative
Michael Cloud and 51 colleagues
demanded answers from the ATE,
and what they received was shocking.
The ATF admitted to amassing
nearly one billion records of

nods away without objection offends
the Second Amendment, the
Constitution, and the intelligence

of the American public. How are

we feeling about Cekada’s trustwor-
thiness now? Are you willing to bet
your life or freedom on 1t? And

['m not even going to get into

how you can be charged with an
unregistered SBR under “constructive
possession”— that 1s a legal 1ssue
for another article.

What remains 1s to decide where
you really stand. Do you support
the Constitution as 1t 1s written, or
do you support something else? If
it seems like I am making 1t a
black-and-white 1ssue, it’s because I
am. ['ve seen those on the left inter-

incidentally, another violation of
our Constitution. Second, history 1s
rife with bad actors and delinquents
who were “just following orders” to
the detriment of the people. Beware
of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves. — Matthew 7:135.

Darwin Nercesian is a long-time gun
rights advocate and shooter of targets
far, far away. As a News Field Editor at
Firearms News, Darwin writes about
the Second Amendment, firearms, and
related gear. Follow him on Instagram,

X, and YouTube @ DTOE_Official. 3
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AD RACK / CLASSIFIEDS

Airguns For Sale S3000

AIRGUN REPAIR & SERVICE
Factory authorized Crosman, Benjamin and
Sheridan warranty service. We also repair
Daisy, Beeman and many other makes
of pellet and bb guns.

No firearms.

Most repairs $80-$120 plus shipping.
We buy used airguns and parts.

In business since 2005.
ACCURATE AIRGUNS LLC
Ph: 360-656-5123
Email: airguns@comcast.net
Website: accurateairguns.com

Luger Handguns For Sale $4080

LUGERS- HUNDREDS

IN STOCK!
SIMPSON LTD IS THE
LARGEST LUGER DEALER

Find holsters, stocks, tools,
magazines, books, manuals,

appraisals, and more at
WWW.SIMPSONLTD.COM

Watch our Speaking Luger series on
YouTube!

S&K SCOPE
MOUNTS

Mosin Nagant M91/30 &
M91/59 and more!

We take orders over the phone!
Give us a call at:
800-578-9862

or email us at:
comments@scopemounts.com
nicole_skscopemounts@yahoo.com

=

www.buyscopemounts.com
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Mauser Handguns For Sale S4160

MAUSER C96 BROOMHANDLE
& LUGER PISTOLS
Parts, Accessories, Presentation
Display-Cases etc.
Website: www.cmrfirearms.com
Email: info@cmrfirearms.com
WhatsApp Ph: 011 44 7773 885556

S4200

Military Arms For Sale

FOR SALE: M1908 M1913 Warner
Swasey Sniper Scope Mounting Rail for
1903 Springfield, Exact Reproduction,
$225; Warner Swasey Exact Reproduction
Rubber Eye Cup $85; Set of 3 Screws for W5
Mounting Rail $30; Postage $13.60.
Hayes Otoupalik,

PO Box 8423, Missoula, MT 59807.

406-549-4817 or hayesotoupalik@aol.com.

Checks, M.O. or CC accepted.

www.StormWerkz.com
Small Arms Upgrades
Made in USA

BLUEPRINTS
American 180, AN-M2, Austen,
Berretta, Bar, BMG 30, 50,
Czech25, 383, FN-FAL,

AMG INTERNATIONAL ARMORY
(All Military Gunsmithing)

S

Former NATO Defense Contractor

Military
Gunsmith
35 yrs. Experience

KIT BUILDING / REBUILD
REPAIR / REFINISH

FN-FAL
FN-49 M-1A
M-1 AR-15
Garand 8’s
M-1 Carbine O3’s

British Enfields

All U.S. and Foreign Rifles & Pistols
Repaired and much more!

Full Mil-Spec Finishes Including:
Parkerizing, Manganese Phosphate,
Polymer, Teflon, Porcelainized Enamel
and Bluing.

Premium AK Builds and Other
Custom Builds Available!

GUY SNELEN - email: guyamg@centurytel.net
Phone: 417.754.1097 « M-F 9AM-4PM CST

Hotchkiss, Kommando,
Lanchester, Mac-10, Madsen,
Mat-49 28-Al, M1A1, M3Al,
M-16, M-37, M-203, MG-34,

MP- 34, 38, 40, 41, Owen, PAF,
PPSH-41, PPS-43, Reising, Sola,
Star, Sten 11 & V, Sterling,
Suomi, Swedish K, UD-42, Vickers,
Vigneron, Yugo 49, 56. $15 each
or 2/$25, Complete package $125.
SIG-57, MG-42 and M-14 are
$25 each. Make payment to:

C. Shillig
PO Box 25932,

Colo. Springs, CO 80936

wmemlal(@gmail.com

S5200

Accessories For Sale

AMMO, Antique/Obsolete, 1n original boxes.
Most American sporting calibers including
obsolete rimfires. NO lists, reloads,
military/foreign. Ray Giles,

RTG Sporting Collectibles LLC,
214-361-6577 www.rtgammo.com

S5320

Books & Magazines

For Sale

RDGunBooks.com

Randy Duckett
1000s of Gun, Knife & Sword Books

49Duckett@gmail.com

719-310-8919
Use Discount Coupon FN2026

S5380

Clips & Magazines

For Sale

VEPR & SAIGA
METAL MAGAZINES U.S. Made.
Also, AK floor plates.

See us at: CSSPECS .COM

S5500

Gun Parts For Sale

KJ GUN PARTS
VINTAGE RIFLE AND
SHOTGUN PARTS
PARTS - STOCKS -
BARREL RELINING - BLUEING
CALL OR EMAIL WITH
YOUR NEEDS
OVER 10,000 PARTS AVAILABLE
KURT ALLEN 309-371-5269
STEVE PEARSON 309-337-6780
KJGUNPARTS@GMAIL.COM

ORIGINAL PRECISION

MANUFACTURER OF
LOCK DELETE
FOR S&W REVOLVERS
J FRAME CCW HD
MOONCLIPS

HEAT TREATED .025
STAINLESS & CNC
CCW HD CYLINDER
CONVERSION MACHINING

J.D. @ 480-305-3236
ORIGINALPRECISION.COM



GUN PARTS: You name it.
Professional service.
General Parts List, $5. Traders Den,
1655 Olson Dr., Cook, MN 55723.

Mail order or by appointment only.
218-666-5083.

Gun Parts Wanted

NEED PARTS FOR
BRITISH NO. 4 MARK 1.
Spurr2004@hotmail.com or

+1 (719) 580-0738.

Gunsmith & Dealer S5560

Supplies

Retired Gunsmith
with a large amount of gun parts, tools and
shop manuals. Send email to:
Futurel0144(@gmail.com for pictures.

Gun Barrel Reboring Machine
(hydraulically operated), tooling & training.
This equipment is for reboring an existing
barrel up to a bigger size.

Not cheap but a rare opportunity.
509-429-6856.

BARREL LINERS: 17 Mach 11,
22RF, 25-20, 32-20, 38-40, 44-40.
Satsifaction Guaranteed.
Prices & info on website at
www.redmansrifling.com

SARCO, INC.- COMMERCIAL GUN
STOCK LOTS FOR SHOW SALES!
Fabulous opportunity to buy new commercial
stocks & forends for brand names like
Mossberg, S&W, Ithaca, Marlin, H&R,
Winchester, Savage, etc. One lot of 15 Stocks
& forends with no duplicates for $150.+Sh.
(STK363). Sell 3 pcs and your out of it! Rest
1s profit. Multiple lots get better price! Great
for gun show and store sales. Sarco Inc.
610.250.3960 or visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Militaria For Sale

9 Page List of Military Items. $1.00 U.S.,
Foreign Mostly 1900- Vietnam Insignia,

Gear, Uniforms, Bargain Books. Mickey
Harris, 2100 C St., Lincoln, NE 68502.

Miscellaneous For Sale S5720

GUN SHOP For Sale
In Business 64 Years. Complete Machinery
Gun Parts Old & New. Will Assist in Moving,
Setup, Training as Required. Make an
Enjoyable Living.

CALL BUDDY 229-322-8939

Reloading Components S5800

For Sale

BRASS FOR RELOADING
9mm at $3.00 per 100

40 S&W at $3.00 per 100
38 Special $8.00 per 100
45 ACP $9.00 per 100
223/556 at $8.00 per 100
308 $20.00 per 100
Need a Specific Caliber
Call Chuck 623-341-9122
BremersBrass.net

POWDER, BRASS-BULLETS:
Powder: WC844 (223) Virgin surplus 159.00,
4+156.99, WC860- 69.00, 4+64.00, SALE
WC872-WC867 48.00 Surplus, Unfired
Primed LC 223 from ammo 500-79.99,
1000-149.99; 223 LC military 60m, 45 Auto,
Tumbled 1000-89.99, 308 LC Primed Unfired
Brass, from ammo, 500-140.00;

See web for other Military-Commercial
Brass: New and Fired
BULLETS: 308 IMI M-80 147gr. FMJ-
500-89.00, Sierra 224-77gr. Special match
500-118.00, WOLF 224 55 FMJ 1000-79.99,
Hornady 224 55gr. PSP-FMJ 94.99m,
Federal 223 55 FMJ m193 - 94.99m;
223 M855 62 FMJ -124.99; 223-M856
tracer, Military Surplus-99.00m; 50 API
Silver Unsized 289m, Sized 339m, 50 Tracer
279.00, sized 329.00 See web for complete 50
Bullet List, plus WW-Remington-Hornady
Commercial Bullets:
see web for current Prices:

Brian McDonald
74880 Johnson Run Rd.
Kimbolton, OH 43749
9AM-5PM,

330-833-4360
Fax No. 740-492-0063
Web: PatsReloading.com

SARCO, INC. - FLECHETTE DARTS:
1 inch long military flechettes in stock.
Sold in 2 oz. (#MISC288) and
1 Ib. #MISC307) packs.
Original USGI. Sarco Inc.,
610.250.3960. Visit
www.sarcoinc.com for a vast
wealth of goodies !!

Surplus Gear For Sale S5880

SARCO, INC.- FRENCH 73MM
BAZOOKA: LRAC-50 bazooka as used by
the post war French in Vietnam & Algeria.
Never on the market before. Comes with
shield and optics, deactivated to ATF specs.
Very limited!

Sarco Inc., 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com for a
vast wealth of goodies !!

SARCO, INC. - RPG-2 ROCKETS
(INERT) (#RL005): Original Vietnam
era rockets with the warhead removed and
replacement inert head installed. Great for
completing your RPG launchers!
Sarco Inc. 610.250.3960
Visit www.sarcoinc.com
for a vast wealth of goodies !!

REVOLVER

.22 Caliber

MAGAZINE
SPEED LOADER ¢

HKS PRODUCTS, INC
7841 FOUNDATION DR. FLORENCE, KY 41042

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

www.HKSspeedloaders.com
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mreemae-alll GLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SARCO, INC. - WW2 VEHICLE RADIO
SETS: SCR528 (#RAD04), SCR506
#RADO02), & SCR508 (#RADO3) radio sets

with mounting bases. Perfect for completing For Questions: Please Call 309-679-5064
your military vehicle. Supplies are dwindling.

Sarco Inc., Call Dave or Mark: 610.250.3960
or ‘ CAT EG ORy __ ‘
visit www.sarcoinc.com for a ‘ (For a list of available categories - Please Call 309-679-5064) ‘
VESH iRl o, ORMIEH.L PRINT ONE WORD PER SPACE - TWO WORDS FREE

Sales & Auctions S6120 ‘ ‘

Israeli Heavy Barreled FAL DSA
Steel Receiver. ‘
Call 208-509-1432. $70 Shipping.

‘ 4 5 ; ‘

RALEIGH, NC - Aug. 29-30, ‘ ‘
96th Old North State Antique Gun & Military 7 8 0

Antiques Show. Raleigh, NC at the North

Carolina State Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity | |

Road, off I-40, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday

0am-4pm. Arms & Memorabilia of the ‘ 10 FREE FREE ‘
Civil War, Indian Wars, WWI, WWII, etc.

Exhibited, bought, sold & traded. ﬁo Please use additional sheet of paper for larger ads.

Admission $10.00, Ages 7-12 $1.00. SR e Ee o o [AJ)

Info: Carolina Trader Promotions, _ :
704-254-6181 Firearms News, Dept. CL, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor Peoria, IL 61614

www. TheCarolinaTrader.com ‘ OR EMAIL AD AND ALL INFORMATION BELOW TO:
FirearmsNews@outdoorsg.com

ey k. i | CLASSIFIED AD RATES |

21228 Yankee Lane

Chillicothe IL 61523 | . . |
September 19-20, 8:30 to 3pm X 8pt plain @ 40¢ =
Donation $5 ‘ X 8pt bold @ 80¢ - ‘
Tables $10

X 10pt bold @ $1.00
X 10pt bold caps @ $1.60
X 12pt bold @ $1.80
X 12pt bold caps @ $2.20

For info call Pamm 779-239-9665

“A strong body makes the mind strong. As ‘

(o the species ol exercises, I advise the gun.,

While this gives moderate exercise to the X # of Issue(s)

body, it zives boldness, enterprise and in- ‘ START DATE: $ Total Due ‘
dependence 1o the mind., Games plaved

with the hall, and others of that nature, are Continue running until notified

toa violent for the body and stamp no char- ‘ & charge credit card monthly. MINIMUM: $4.00 ‘

acter on the mind. Let your gun, therefore,
be the constant compamon of your walks.”

Thomas Jefferson to Peter Carr, 1785, The W PLEASE INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER FOR OUR RECORDS

Papers of Thomas Jfefferson B: 407 (Julian

P Bowd. ed., 1950). ‘ NAME ‘
ADDRESS

The ﬁuppc'»sfd qumigd& of a good man al- ‘ CITY STATE 71p ‘

lures the ruflian: while on the other hand,

arms like laws discourage and keep the in- ‘ DAYTIME PHONE ‘

vader and the plunderer i awe. and pre-
serve order m the world as well as property.

The same balance would be preserved were ‘ METHOD OF PAYMENT (payment due with ad placement) ‘
all the world destitute of arms for all would . .

b e arm. s rsins will] e Check/Money Order Enclosed MasterCard VISA Discover American Express
dare not lay them aside... Homd mischiel ‘

would cnsue were one halt the world de- CARD # Exp. Date

prived of the use of them... (T}he weak will ‘ ‘
become a prev lo lhe strone.” Thomas SIGNATURE
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The Ruger Harrier Ritle Is a completely re-engineered line of modern sporting rifles (MSRS), built in America and backed
by Ruger's legacy of rugged, reliable firearms. These rifles represent the latest evolution in AR-pattern design. Harrier rifles
are designed to deliver superior fit, function and aftermarket compatibility at an exceptional value.

i @ The acquisition, ownership, possession and use of firearms are heavily regulated. "
Yiii Some models may not be legally available in your state or locale. Whatever your purpose R R

for lawfully acquiring a firearm - know the law, get trained and shoot safely.




SIS VICTOR
NEW MODELS

—

Versatile and adaptable, with 16 wvariations, each SAINT
Victor configuration delivers premium shootability at a great
value. Available in 5.56, 7.62, and 9mm, there is a SAINT
Victor configuration perfectly suited for your application.

SPRINGFIELD
ARMORYEES



