
 TRAILBLAZING 
PRODUCTS

GEAR SPECIAL 2023

 TO LEAD YOU DOWN THE
PATH TO SUCCESS!

+

GET IT DONE WITH THESE DUDS
BEST BETS FOR CUSTOMIZING YOUR RIG
PREPPING FOR PERFECT PROJECTILES

GO BIG...
OR GO HUNGRY



COMMAND THE QU I ET



L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  2 0 2 3  P H A S E 4

A T  MAT H EW S I N C . COM



BOWHUNTER 

Volume 52, Number 6 – June 2023

6

10

16

26

34

Editorial  By Curt Wells, Editor
Innovation has slowed down, but it will never stop.

Tried & True:
Dependable Budget Bows
By Brian K. Strickland, Equipment Editor
Embrace the lower price tag of these feature-rich bows.

Flagship  Rigs
By Brian K. Strickland, Equipment Editor
It’s hard to imagine bows getting better every year, 
but it happened again.

Better Arrows
& Broadheads
By Jace Bauserman
Without these quality arrow shafts and broadheads, 
your bow is worthless.

Conquer Their Blind Spot
By Brian K. Strickland, Equipment Editor
This crop of stands, saddles, and blinds will give you the 
advantage you need.

44 

52

60

64

74

80

Ready…Aim…Launch!
By Zach Bowhay
These precision bowsights and arrow rests will take your accuracy
to the next level.

Dress  Your  Best
By Brian K. Strickland, Equipment Editor
Hunting long and hard is easy when you’re wearing the latest
high-tech clothing.

Topnotch  Cameras  By Jace Bauserman
Trail cameras continue to improve — and 2023’s lineup is proof positive.

Best  In  Glass  By Zach Bowhay
Seeing game before they see you, and knowing how far away they are,
is critical.

What’s New
By Brian Fortenbaugh, Assistant Editor
Be sure to give these great new products a hard look!

Ask Bowhunter
By Joe Bell, Technical Editor
Learn the ins and outs of bowstrings and D-loops.

Special Section: 78

About The Cover
Photographer JOHN HAFNER captured this scenic shot of a Montana bowhunting couple crossing a 

trailhead bridge to set another deer stand.  The hunters are wearing  Browning Outdoor Clothing’s 
new soft shell Pahvant Pro Jacket and Pants, technical apparel built from highly wind- and water-
resistant polyester fleece with SILVADUR technology for odor control, and in their proprietary Ovix 
camo (available now). Both are running fully accessorized new Hoyt bows — a Carbon RX-7 and 
Eclipse — and thanks to their highly adaptable Kifaru packs, they’ll make easy work of hauling in 

another Elevate Stand Company Ultra Hang On with Ascend climbing sticks. 
PHOTO BY JOHN HAFNER



PAHVANT PRO JACKET

browning.com

→ in OVIX Concealment



      

PUBLISHER  Jeff Waring
EDITORIAL STAFF
EDITOR  Curt Wells 
ART DIRECTOR  Mark Olszewski 
ASSISTANT EDITOR  Brian Fortenbaugh
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT  Sally Burkey
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR  Jason Henning
SR. DIGITAL EDITOR  Drew Pellman
FIELD EDITORS
FOUNDER  M. R. James
CONSERVATION  Dr. Dave Samuel
TECHNICAL  Joe Bell
TRADITIONAL  Fred Eichler
EQUIPMENT  Brian K. Strickland
CONTRIBUTORS
Chuck Adams•Joe Blake•Chuck Denault• 
Danny Farris•Jeff Frey•Cameron R. Hanes• 
Donald M. Jones•Larry D. Jones•Judy Kovar• 
Lon Lauber•Pat Lefemine•Ron Niziolek• 
Frank Noska•Matt Palmquist•Tony J. Peterson• 
John Solomon•Dan Staton•Randy Ulmer• 
John “Lefty” Wilson•C.J. Winand

ADVERTISING SALES
ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER  Jeff Millar
(717) 695-8081;  jeff.millar@outdoorsg.com

PRODUCTION
MANAGER  Brittany Kennedy
(717) 695-8089; brittany.kennedy@outdoorsg.com

ENDEMIC AD SALES
VP, EndEmic SalES
Mike Savino  mike.savino@outdoorsg.com
national EndEmic SalES
Jim McConville (440) 791-7017
wEStErn rEgion
Hutch Looney  hutch@hlooney.com

NATIONAL AD SALES
account dirEctor – dEtroit officE
Kevin Donley (248) 798-4458
national account ExEcutiVE – chicago officE
Carl Benson (312) 955-0496
dirEct rESPonSE adVErtiSing/non-EndEmic
Anthony Smyth (914) 409-4202

SUBSCRIPTIONS INQUIRIES: Should you wish to change your address, 
order new subscriptions, or report a problem with your current subscription, 
you can do so by writing Bowhunter, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-
0539, or e-mail us at bowcustserv@cdsfulfillment.com, or call TOLL FREE 
(800) 829-2543. BE AWARE THAT BOWHUNTER ONLY ACCEPTS SUB-
SCRIPTION REQUESTS FROM AUTHORIZED AGENTS! WE MAY NOT HONOR 
REQUESTS FROM UNAUTHORIZED AGENTS, AND YOU THEREFORE MAY 
LOSE YOUR MONEY IF YOU BUY FROM AN UNAUTHORIZED AGENT.  If you 
are offered a subscription to Bowhunter, please call 1-800-829-2543 to 
determine if the agent is authorized. For more information on subscription 
scams, please visit www.ftc.gov.

Subscription rate for one year is $29.94 (U.S., APO, FPO, and U.S. posses-
sions). Canada add $13.00 (U.S. funds) per year, includes sales tax and 
GST. Foreign add $15.00 (U.S. funds) per year.

Occasionally, our subscriber list is made available to reputable firms of-
fering goods and services that we believe would be of interest to our 
readers. If you prefer to be excluded, please send your current address 
label and a note requesting to be excluded from these promotions to: 
Outdoor Sportsman Group® • 1040 6th Ave., 17th Floor, New York, NY 
10018 • Attn: Privacy Coordinator, or email your label information and 
note to privacycoordinator@outdoorsg.com.

FOR REPRINTS: For Reprints/Eprints or Licensing/Permissions, please 
contact: Wright’s Media — TOLL FREE (877) 652-5295.

CONTRIBUTIONS: Manuscripts, photographs and artwork must be sub-
mitted to the Editorial Office with a SASE. The Publisher assumes no 
responsibility for loss or damage to unsolicited material. Please send to: 
Bowhunter • 6385 Flank Drive, Suite 800 • Harrisburg, PA 17112-2784 • 
(717) 695-8085   Fax: (717) 545-2527

Bowhunter, (ISSN # 0273-7434) is published 8 times a year, including two 
double issues; February (Winter Special), April/May, June (Gear Special), July, 
August (Big Game Special), September, October, Nov/Dec (Whitetail Special), 
by OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN GROUP®, 1040 6th Ave., 17th Floor, New York, NY 
10018. Periodical postage paid at New York, NY and at additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address change (form 3579) to Bowhunter, P.O. Box 37539, 
Boone, IA 50037-0539. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 500 Rt. 46 
East, Clifton, NJ 07011. Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement No. 41405030.

®

An Outdoor Sportsman Group® Publication

PRINTED IN 
THE U.S.A.

    bowhunter’s   
  journey, from 
the beginning 
of the planning 
process through 
the execution of 
a plan to get within 
close proximity of a big 
game animal, is depen-
dent on the use of the 
best gear we can find. 
Using the right stuff 
paves the way to suc-
cess, no matter how 
you define it. And 
it also makes the 
journey more fun!





6      BOWHUNTER | JUNE/GEAR SPECIAL 2023

SPECIAL

BACK IN THE ‘80S AND ‘90S, INNOVA-
TION IN THE ARCHERY INDUSTRY WAS 
FRENETIC. TODAY, NOT SO MUCH.

Copyright 2023 by Outdoor Sportsman Group®

All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced without 
written permission. 

Bowhunter® is a registered trademark of Outdoor Sportsman Group® in 
the United States.

The Publisher and authors make no representations or warranties re-
garding the accuracy, completeness, and timeliness of the information 
contained in this publication. Any reliance or use of the information is 
solely at your own risk, and the authors and Publisher disclaim any and 
all liability relating thereto. Any prices given in this issue were suggested 
prices at the press time and are subject to change. 

Some advertisements in this magazine may concern products that are not 
legally for sale to California residents or residents in other jurisdictions.

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER,
PUBLISHING & BRANDED MEDIA  Mike Carney 

EVP, GROUP PUBLISHER & OPERATIONS  Derek Sevcik

VP, CONSUMER MARKETING  Peter Watt

VP, MANUFACTURING  Deb Daniels 

SENIOR DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION  Connie Mendoza

DIRECTOR, PUBLISHING TECHNOLOGY  Kyle Morgan

SENIOR CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Tim Neher

DIRECTOR, DIGITAL EDITOR  Darren Choate

MEDIA
outdoorsg.com

TELEVISION
outdoorchannel.com 
thesportsmanchannel.com 
worldfishingnetwork.com

HUNTING
bowhunter.com
bowhuntingmag.com
gundogmag.com
petersenshunting.com
northamericanwhitetail.com
wildfowlmag.com

FISHING
bassfan.com
floridasportsman.com
flyfisherman.com
gameandfishmag.com
in-fisherman.com

SHOOTING
gunsandammo.com
handguns.com
rifleshootermag.com
shootingtimes.com
firearmsnews.com

For questions regarding digital editions, please contact 
digitalsupport@outdoorsg.com

Cover Photo: JOHN HAFNER (johnhafnerphoto.com)

In those days, innovation in archery 
equipment was an avalanche triggered by 
the advent of the compound bow. New 
bowhunters were the benefactors of the 
advancements in bows, arrows, broad-
heads, and all gear, including treestands, 
which were nonexistent in the early days. 

We spent weeks building callouses on 
our shooting fingers while experimenting 
with various finger-tab materials to find 
the best release possible. Then, we started 
to hear about mechanical releases, but 
they were considered evil, and you were 
considered scum if you used one. 

Eventually, those of us who bowhunt-
ed in cold weather — wearing gloves with 
the fingers cut off, discovered we could 
get an excellent release while wearing 
warm gloves. Hmm…maybe a mechani-
cal release wasn’t so bad after all.

The rest is history, as we enjoyed the 
advent of faster cam designs, fiber-optic 
sight pins, parallel-limb bow technolo-
gy, always-straight carbon arrows, more 
lethal broadhead designs, and the list 
goes on and on. It was the golden age of 
innovation in bowhunting, with an an-
nual glut of new products to explore.

Now, after nearly every possible cam 
design has been tweaked and most ac-
cessories and gear have been engineered 
to the max, innovation has slowed dra-
matically, except for all things digital, of 
course. Noteworthy advancements are 
harder to come by, and these new tech-
nologies have made gear more expen-
sive. This combination has caused many 
consumers to hang on to their bows, 
accessories, and other gear for another 
year or two, rather than chase technol-
ogy — a common tact in the ‘90s.

All this does not mean our gear isn’t 
getting better. It is. It’s just that the incre-
ments of change are less significant to 

what we were accustomed. However, if 
you’re one who has managed to get by with 
your bow and other bowhunting compo-
nents for two or three years, you will find 
the 2023 bows to be faster, quieter, and 
more “dead-in-hand” than the bow you 
are shooting now. The sights are brighter, 
lighter, stronger, and more easily manipu-
lated. Arrow-rest designs create better ar-
row flight, and arrows are more consistent 
in spine and straightness. Broadheads 
are designed for better performance, and 
clothing continues to evolve, as does other 
gear like treestands, saddles, blinds, back-
packs, trail cameras, optics, and anything 
else you could possibly use. 

Now is the time take advantage of the 
high-quality products in the following 
pages. They are the best that have ever been 
available to bowhunters…until next year.

Or the year after.

A striking 38-year comparison: My 2023 Hoyt 
VTM and my 1985 Martin Cougar Magnum, 
complete with brass sight pins, homemade camo 
paint job, and some shooting advice on the riser.

I REMEMBER when the word “compound” first appeared in the 
outdoor lexicon. I was a gun hunter, but my curiosity was piqued, 
and I liked what I discovered. Like many others, I added the word 
“bow” to hunter — a wise, life-changing decision.

Editorial

INNOVATION HAS SLOWED, BUT…

AUTHOR’S PHOTO
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The first bow I ever purchased, well 
over two decades ago, dinged my wal-
let for $369. I’ll admit, I wanted to spend 
twice as much on the flagship bow that 
was hanging next to it behind the coun-
ter, but I couldn’t at the time. Looking 
back, that affordable bow did its share of 
damage to numerous P&Y critters and 
countless others for the next decade, and 
I bet it would be just as effective today. 

Point is, you don’t need a f lagship 
bow to find bowhunting success. Sure, 
they're extremely nice to shoot, and you 
can certainly notice some important dif-
ferences when compared to bows carry-
ing half the price tag. But like everything 
else, technologies that were the rage just 
a few years ago are now standard fea-
tures on many of today’s budget rigs. 

They are fast, relatively quiet, and very 
stable and forgiving. So, whether you’re 
new to archery and just want to dip your 
toe in the bowhunting water or want a 
solid performer that will last for many 
seasons, you'll find tons of options avail-
able that will certainly get the job done.

Adding to their Legend Series is 
the highly adjustable [1] Legend XR 
($459.99) from Bear Archery. With a 
generous draw-length range of 18"–31" 
and adjustable draw weights of 14 to 70 
lbs., the Legend XR will fit young and old 
bowhunters alike. This 32" bow is pow-
ered by Bear’s new DHC-XR hybrid cam 
to deliver arrow speeds of 320 fps, and 
with its 85% letoff and 6¼" brace height, 
it’s a pleasure to shoot. It’s also equipped 
with an offset string suppressor and 

Bear’s KILLERwave in-limb dampeners. 
The Legend XR is available in a Ready 
To Hunt package that includes a Trophy 
Ridge 4-pin sight, Whisker Biscuit V 
rest, 5-Spot quiver, stabilizer, peep sight, 
and D-loop for just $100 more. 

If you're looking to buy your first rig or 
just upgrade what you have while saving 
a few bucks, the Hoyt [2] Torrex ($799) 
is a solid option. The 30" Torrex hits a top 
speed of 327 fps and is powered by Hoyt’s 
Cam & ½ System that takes advantage 
of the best features of single and dual-
cam technology to deliver speed, power, 
and accuracy. It’s equipped with Hoyt’s 
proven TEC-LITE Riser with X-ACT 
Grip System, which ensures consistent 
hand placement. The Torrex has a 6" brace 
height with a draw length stretching from 

BY BRIAN K. STRICKLAND, Equipment Editor

DEPENDABLE BUDGET BOWS

TODAY’S BUDGET BOWS DELIVER MORE THAN JUST A LOWER PRICE.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEAR ARCHERY
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25.5" to 30". For those needing a little extra 
length, the XT model pulls out to 31" with 
a brace height an inch deeper. Both come 
in at just 4 lbs., have draw weights ranging 
from 30 to 70 lbs., and are equipped with 
custom strings.

Having a big brother named Mathews 
has its perks, and Mission Archery 
takes full advantage of that benefit with 
the [3] MXR ($549). The flagship in their 
lineup, the MXR borrows Mathews 
legendary Crosscentric Cam System to 
deliver a smooth draw cycle with a solid 
back wall. Its IBO rating is 324 fps, and 
with its torque-reducing grip and a brace 
height of 7", its speed is complemented 

by exceptional forgiveness and accuracy. 
The MXR is available in draw weights 
ranging from 40 to 70 lbs. and sports 
draw-length adjustments of 23.5" to 
29.5". This 30" bow comes in at just over 4 
lbs., with a letoff of 80%.

With their goal being to build the 
best possible compound bow at an entry 
level price, Quest offers the [4] Centec 
($579.99). With a 32" length and ar-
row speeds topping 325 fps, it offers far 
more than a welcomed price. It has the 
same smooth cam system (sans split 
string tracks) as many of parent com-
pany Prime’s bows do. The Centec also 
gets positive marks with its generous 

draw length that stretches from 25.5" to 
31" (half-inch increments). Plus, with its 
center-grip riser design, shooters can get 
on target quicker and stay there longer to 
ensure 10-ring performance.

The [5] Turmoil RZ ($699.99) from 
Obsession is the fastest in this column. 
Powered by their Hybrid RZ Cam, it 
launches arrows up to 350 fps while 
also providing modular draw-length 
adjustments ranging from 26.5" to 30". 
Anchoring its blazing speed is Obses-
sion’s split-limb design with all-new FX 
Limb Pockets and signature FX Riser 
for enhanced stability and accuracy. It 
has an axle-to-axle length of just over 

1

2

3

4



33", an overall weight of 3.8 lbs., and is 
available in a package with Trophy Tak-
er accessories.

The [6] Terrain ($699.99) from Elite 
Archery is one to be reckoned with. The 
muscle behind its 325-fps speed is its 
smooth-drawing hybrid cam system that 
features a rock-solid back wall. A rotating 
mod allows for 25.5" to 31" draw-length 
adjustments in half-inch increments. 
Tipping the scales at just under 4 lbs., the 
Terrain’s Riser Cage technology coupled 
with its slim Precision Grip enhances sta-
bility, balance, and vibration reduction. 
The Terrain’s 32.5" length and 7" brace 
height is the ideal setup for most shooters. 

Bowtech is always a crowd favorite, as 
is their popular [7] Carbon Zion ($799). 
At 3.3 lbs., it’s one of the lightest bows in 
their lineup. This bow is a snap to tune 
and delivers speeds reaching 335 fps. 
FlipDisc technology allows shooters to 
choose between Performance and Com-
fort settings to match their style of shoot-
ing — a feature also found on Bowtech’s 
top-line models. Adding to its overall 
performance is an improved torque-
eliminating grip, a forgiving brace height 
of 6.625", and a maneuverable 31" length. 
It offers a max draw weight of 50, 60, and 
70 lbs., and its 25.5"–30.5" draw length 
can be changed without a press.

Touted as the most technically ad-
vanced bow they have ever developed, 
Diamond Archery gives us the [8] De-
ploy SB ($849). Certainly at the top edge 
of the budget-bow category, the Deploy 
SB comes in at 3.2 lbs. and features an 
aerospace-inspired carbon riser that’s 
equipped with their synchronized Bina-
ry Cam system. Launching arrows up to 
330 fps, the rotating modules allow you 
to make draw-length adjustments from 
26"–30.5". It’s available as a standalone 
or equipped as a package with premium 
Octane accessories.

PSE knows a few things about bows, 
and the latest addition to their Core Se-

Tried and True

5

6

7

8
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ries is the [9] Brute ATK ($599–$699). 
With several generations of Brute bows 
behind it, the ATK is the flagship in the 
current series and the crown jewel in the 
long line of previous models. It comes in 
at 4.1 lbs., has a 32" length, and a brace 
height of nearly 7". And when it comes 
to speed, the 80% letoff AF binary cam 
system can spit arrows up to 329 fps. The 
icing on the cake is PSE’s Precision Buss 
Tuning System and over-molded grip, 
making it an excellent choice for any and 
all bowhunters. Other notables include 
the adjustable 23"–30.5" draw length 
and various peak draw weights. It can be 
purchased bow-only, or in two different 
accessorized packages.

The [10] MAXX 33 ($779) takes the 
top spot in Martin Archery’s budget-
friendly line. At 3.75 lbs., it sports the 
RRAD System, so shooters can easily 
distribute weight throughout the riser 
for enhanced balance. Simple to tune, 
the MAXX 33 sends arrows down-
range at roughly 333 fps. Rounding 
out the specs, the MAXX 33 has an ax-
le-to-axle length of 33.5", draw lengths 
of 24"–27" or 27"–30", and a letoff from 
65 to 85%.

The [11] APX ($699.99) from Xpedi-
tion Archery is 33" long and its brace 
height is 6.75". This aluminum-riser rig 
has a modular cam that enables you to 
adjust draw length from 26" to 30". With 

the additional limb stops and 75% letoff, 
it holds solid and is deadly quiet. 

Last but certainly not least is the [12] 
Cyclone ($689.99) from Darton Ar-
chery. It delivers speeds touching 335 
fps with length adjustments of 27"–30" 
(24"–28" on the SD model). It comes in at 
just 4 lbs., and with an adjustable draw 
stop on the perimeter of the cam stops, 
shooters can fine-tune their draw length 
and letoff, while the DualSync Cam’s sta-
bilization system eliminates cam lean. 
Other notables include a 7" brace height, 
compact 30" length, and draw weights 
of 40, 50, 60, and 70 lbs. The Cyclone is 
also offered in a Ready-To-Hunt model 
($949) with premium accessories. 

Tried and True
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THE LAUNCH OF THE LATEST BOWS IS AL-
WAYS A CROWD-PLEASER, SO HERE’S WHAT 
YOU CAN LOOK FORWARD TO THIS SEASON.

T
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[1] Phase4 ($1,299–$1,399) from Mathews, will certainly grab 
its share of the market this season. Built with their all-new Resis-
tance Phase Damping Technology coupled with the completely 
redesigned Bridge-Lock Stabilizers, vibration is drastically re-
duced at the source, resulting in a bow that is 13% quieter with 
37% less vibration. Available in both 29" and 33" axle-to-axle 
platforms, the Phase4 is powered by the ultra-smooth Cross-
centric Cam with SwitchWeight Technology that delivers zippy 
arrow speeds touching 340 and 336 fps with draw lengths from 
25.5"– 30" and 27"–31.5", respectively. Like previous Mathews’ 
bows, it incorporates their Bridge-Lock Technology, as well as 
an integrated dovetail rest mount and LowPro quiver system to 
ensure the best possible balance and accuracy.

p p g y
Hole Shot V2 string silencer that results in 31% less sound than 
their Ventum Pro. When coupled with Hoyt’s Inline Acces-
sory System, it offers a nearly 60% reduction in residual vi-
bration and is 11% quieter. Powered by Hoyt’s HBX Pro Cam 
System, the VTM 31 (342 fps) and VTM 34 (334 fps) feature an 
improved centershot and sight picture while also offering bet-
ter tune-ability thanks to a pair of modules that cover draws 
ranging from 25" to 31". Other notables include the riser’s 
Drop Cord Slot that’s specifically designed to run the cord of a 
cable-driven rest, as well as a host of integrated dampeners to 
include Hoyt’s tried-and-true Limb Shot, Stealth Shot string 
stop, and Shock Pod Technology.

Prime continues to be a fan favorite, and the company’s  

SPECIAL

21



BOWHUNTER.COM |  19

y , p y
System that features draw-length-specific modules to ensure 
solid performance with each drop of the string. I was able to 
spend some time with it at the ATA Show, and the bow proved 
to be smooth, stable, and quiet. With lengths of 32", 34", and 
36" that deliver arrow speeds touching 338, 340, and 330 fps, 
respectively, the REVEX had plenty of zip. To reduce torque 
while also enhancing accuracy, Prime incorporates its cam-
balancing technology to keep the strings and cables in line 
during the draw cycle. Additionally, Prime also teamed up 
with Hamskea to develop a limb-driven arrow rest that inte-
grates directly to the riser, as well as with TightSpot to develop 
a specialized bracket that ensures the quiver has a tight fit for 
exceptional balance.

e.
g p g p ce, the

flagship Execute has a new riser and parallel-limb design with 
wider Gordon limbs with efficient limb pockets for perfect 
riser-to-limb alignment. Plus, with the all-new Shock Man-
agement System, the Execute is Bear’s quietest hunting bow to 
date, and that was certainly something I noticed on the range. 
Other notables include an adjustable back wall for a custom-
ized feel, a riser-integrated slim grip or a new soft-touch grip, 
letoff ranging from 75% to 90%, and Align Lok Technology 
that helps to efficiently tune your sight’s 2nd and 3rd axis. The 
proven EKO cam system delivers speeds touching 340 fps, and 
the bow is available in axle-to-axle platforms of 30" and 32" 
that accommodate draw lengths from 26.5" to 30.5."

Touted as the most technologically engineered carbon bow 

43
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bow space with the [5] Carbon One ($1,799). Grabbing the at
tention of the ATA Show faithful, it stood out in the crowd, 
and after shooting it a few times myself, I quickly realized that 
the smooth-drawing Carbon One shoots as good as it looks. 
With an advanced carbon-riser design coupled with Bow-
tech’s easy tuning Deadlock Cam System and strategically po-
sitioned Orbit Dampeners, it delivers what Bowtech considers 
to be the most dead-in-the-hand carbon bow ever developed. 
Reaching IBO speeds of 335 fps, it has plenty of punch, and 
with other features like the torque-reducing Clutch Perfor-
mance Grip, Dual Lock Pockets, and Bowtech’s customizable 
FlipDisc system that lets shooters choose their draw cycle, the 
Carbon One is sure to raise some eyebrows this season. This 
bow also features a compact 30" length, an integrated mount-
ing system in the riser, and rotating modules that accommo-
date draw lengths of 25.5" to 30.5".

w
space is Elite Archery, and they hold nothing back with the
new [6] Era ($1,699). Specifically designed with Elite’s signa-
ture Dual-Cage Riser, it combines state-of-the-art manufac-
turing by adding rigidity and strength while incorporating 
the benefits of premium carbon to deliver a bow that weighs 
in at 3.95 lbs. Light in the hand and super smooth when 
pressed into service, the Era has an axle-to-axle length of 
31.25" and, with the all-new synchronized high-performance 
SP Cam System, it delivers arrow speeds of 336 fps. The cam 
also features the V2 Micro Mod Let-Off Adjustment, so 
shooters can infinitely fine-tune the holding weight while 
also providing precise quarter-inch draw adjustments from 
25.5" to 31". Offering speed, performance, and forgiveness, 
the Era has a 7¼" brace height coupled with wider limbs, 
the option of cable or limb stops to find your back wall, and 
S.E.T. (Simplified. Exact. Tuning.) technology.    
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Carbon Levitate, PSE adds another carbon gem to its lineup
with the [7] Mach 34 ($1,799). Although it’s a lightweight at 
just 3.65 lbs., it’s anything but a lightweight when it comes 
to innovation. Designed with PSE’s Dead Frequency Carbon 
Riser, noise and vibration isn’t an issue, and with the new Full 
Draw Stability System, it actively resists torque at full draw to 
ensure a solid platform and better overall accuracy. When it 
comes to fine-tuning, the Mach 34 is equipped with the all-
new EZ220 Snap Spacer System, which allows spacers to be 
easily removed or repositioned in precise .02" increments for 
quicker tuning and cam-lean adjustment. Additional high-
lights include PSE’s Limb Vise Pocket System to maintain 
perfect limb-to-riser alignment, and both a traditional rest 
mount and dovetail mount designed to accommodate the 
QAD Integrate or Hamskea Epsilon arrow rests. With IBO 
speed at 340 fps and an axle-to-axle length of 34", you can 

options (E2, S2 and EC) that deliver generous draw lengths
of 26.5" to 33".

Writing the next chapter for Xpedition Archery is their 
[8] Xlite ($1,949–$1,999) series. Available in 31" and 33" 
lengths, the Xlite is designed with a proprietary alloy Mag-
nite riser that is 33% lighter than 6061 aluminum, as well as 
stronger and stiffer to guarantee shooters will have the most 
stable platform possible with significantly less vibration. 
Both feature a longer riser design with shorter, more parallel 
limbs that result in enhanced long-range accuracy. With the 
all-new XB1 dual-cam system, arrow speeds top 336 and 338 
fps with draw lengths measuring 25.5" to 30.5" and 26" to 31", 
respectively.

Grabbing the f lagship position for Athens Archery 
this year is the new [9] Elevate ($1,199), and after pressing 
one into service at the 2023 ATA Show, I was impressed 
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with the feel it offered. For starters, its draw cycle 
was silky smooth with the RT-X cam system and Rev 2 
Module, and according to Athens, it’s one of the most 
stable, repeatable, and adjustable hunting bows they 
have ever developed. Not only does its updated cam 
system f lex its muscle with an IBO speed topping 345 
fps, but it also provides adjustable draw lengths of 24.5" 
to 30.5" (half-inch increments), as well as letoffs of 70% 
and 90%. Adding even more adjustment is their new 
TCS (Tunable Cable System) roller guard, which allows 
for lateral adjustment, and with its Limb-Lok pocket 
design, the Elevate’s 1" split limbs are locked in place 
to eliminate lateral movement. Rounding out this 32" 
gem is the new low-profile molded grip, Picatinny rail 
sight mount, integrated dovetail rest mount, and low-
profile X-Out limb dampeners that gobble up noise and 
vibration. 

The new [10] MTX 29 ($1,199) takes the top spot in 
the Martin Archery lineup and is loaded with features 
that have earned the Martin Technology Extreme (MTX) 
name. Designed with their new NTX Cam, it creates arrow 
speeds up to 347 fps. Martin’s weight-distribution system 
on the riser provides optimal balance and stability. Touted 
to deliver zero hand shock and cam lean, the MTX is as 
smooth to shoot as it is to tune and can be set with either 
dual limb stops or dual mod stops. Its 293⁄8" length makes it 
extremely maneuverable, and their patented Helix Groove 
Technology with new Long Draw or Short Draw rotating-
mod system accommodates draw lengths ranging from 25" 
to 30". Rounding out the MTX 29 is its removable molded 
grip for finding that perfect hold, their TriLock System 
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for added stability, and angled rear stabilizer mounts for 
tweaking balance. It’s available in draw weights from 45 to 
75 pounds and comes in 10 finish options. 

Flying below the radar but sure to be a hit with the 
Darton faithful is the new [11] Prelude E 32 ($1,149). De-
livering tack-driving accuracy in a 32" axle-to-axle pack-
age, it features screaming arrow speeds up to 347 fps, and 
although we all like speed, consistent performance is where 
the rubber meets the road when it’s time to punch the 
10-ring. The Prelude E 32 features an all-new riser design 
that’s constructed from a stiffer, high-grade, pre-stressed 
aluminum that minimizes riser flex for a more stable plat-
form, plus Darton’s exclusive Equalizer Cable System that 
achieves even pressure on both axles. It also features ad-
justable draw modules that offer length adjustments from 
25.5" to 31", and an adjustable roller guard for fine-tuning 
while also accepting QAD’s Integrated Rest.

Taking the top spot in the Obsession line this year is 
the [12] 31" Nitro Ghost ($987), and it is the only rig in 
this flagship lineup coming in under a grand. Featuring 
a beefier fully-bridged riser, the Nitro Ghost sports Ob-
session’s industry first two-track dual binary cam system 
with a rotating mod, and when pressed into service, it 
delivers an IBO speed reaching 353 fps. Like many bows 
trending with inline mounting capabilities, the Nitro 
Ghost has a Picatinny sight rail mount, as well as pre-
drilled holes for mounting Hamskea’s C.O.R. Mount Ris-
er Interface for their Epsilon rest. The smooth-drawing 
Nitro Ghost is available in an impressive assortment of 
colors and camo options and was a real pleasure to shoot 
at the ATA Show. 
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Either way, you’re 

about to make the 

right choice.

When bowhunters ask, what 

bow should I choose? Carbon 

or aluminum? Our answer 

is simple: it’s in your hands. 

Nothing will tell you more than 

shooting a Carbon RX-7 or VTM 

for yourself. Both flagship bows 

are smoother, quieter, and more 

dead in hand than any bows 

we’ve ever built. And there’s 

proof in that pudding. Either 

way, tags will be filled. Shoot 

both at your local Hoyt dealer 

and learn more at Hoyt.com.
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FIND THE PROPER PAIRING, PUNCH MORE LUNGS, 
AND PUT MORE MEAT ON THE TABLE IN 2023.
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Arrows
Carbon Express has crafted some stone-cold killers over 

the years. Dubbed the [1] Maxima Photon SD ($134.99/half-
dozen fletched) and available in spines of 300, 350, and 400, 
this arrow was created mainly to help boost consistency. How? 
Carbon Express engineers used a 30-ton weave of custom 
carbon, and testing by CX has shown they recover up to 25% 
faster out of the bow than other shafts. The .203" inner diam-
eter helps to eliminate wind-drag, enabling it to track directly 
behind broadheads upon impact. 

Easton’s Sonic 6.0 was a hit in 2022, and this year, Easton 
crafted the arrow in a [2] 6.0 Sonic Match Grade ($117.99/ half-
dozen) version. A fire-breather with a +/-.001" straightness rat-
ing, the Sonic 6.0 Match Grades go through an Acu-Carbon 
process, which ensures precise weight and spine consistency. 
As is typically the case, Easton gives bowhunters plenty of 
spine options, making it possible for most shooters to sling 
these great shafts that come helical-fletched from the factory.

Another from Easton is the [3] 5MM Legacy Fred Eichler 
Signature Arrow ($105.99/half-dozen). Recurve shooters will 
love the dark teakwood flare finish, not to mention its ability 
to cut the wind. It’s offered in spine sizes from 340 to 700, and 
the white crest and hand-fletched, 4" left-helical natural turkey 
feathers further add to its beauty.

A new winner from the minds at Gold Tip is the [4] Pierce 
LRT ($229.99/dozen). Built off the platform of the tried-and-
true Pierce, the LRT promises tighter tolerances and im-
proved components for remarkable downrange accuracy. As 
with all “skinny” arrows, wind drift is reduced, and the arrow 
can track friction-free behind a quality broadhead for more 
pass-throughs. The one-piece component system means easy 
installation and guaranteed straightness. The slick coating 
further enhances penetration, making arrow removal from 
stubborn foam targets easier. The Pierce LRT is available in 
multiple spine sizes and two fletching options. 

Victory has made some fantastic arrows over the years, 
and they’ve always offered versions at various price points. The 
ICE NANO coating is a feature that needs to be noticed on 
the [5] VAP TKO ($174.99–$214.99/dozen). This technology 
makes for easy arrow removal from targets while also improv-
ing penetration. Engineered to reduce torsional deflection at 
launch, TKO’s stabilize fast and drive deep. The TKO Series 
comes in three models: the Elite/V1, Gamer/V3, and Sport/
V6. Victory also has crafted a new 50-grain outsert to up the 
F.O.C. of all these shafts.

When you think of G5, you think of broadheads — and jus-
tifiably so. Recently, this broadhead kingpin has also decided 
to craft a pair of arrows — the [6] Mark 203 and Mark 244 
($114.95–$94.95/half-dozen). While the numbers reflect each 
arrow’s diameter, G5’s goal was to create shafts that would 
work from east to west, and everywhere in between. Each ar-
row has three-layer carbon construction, and the outer layer 
is crafted from a 3K weave of carbon. The 203 features a ma-
chined-aluminum half-out insert paired with an aluminum 
sleeve for added protection, and the 244 has a machined-alu-
minum insert for easy installation.

A 100% carbon shaft, Black Eagle’s [7] X-Impact Fletched 
Arrows ($110.99–$118.99) are lightweight shafts that allow ar-
chers to add more weight up front to achieve exceptional ar-
row flight at all ranges and improved penetration. Black Eagle 
provides multiple spines to accommodate a wide range of 
draw weights, and the arrows come with orange Micro-Nocks, 
2" vanes, and black-anodized outserts.
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Broadheads

p
t he wa l l . For 2023, Rage took some
of its classics and fitted them with NC 
(No Collar) Technology, which means 
no clips or O-rings required to keep the 
blades secure in the ferrule until they are 
needed to expand into action. If I were 
to recommend one of the new NC heads, 
it probably would be the [8] NC Cut On 
Contact ($39.99/3-pack). This mechani-
cal sports a .039" tip followed by a pair 
of .035"-thick steel blades that combine 
to give you a 2" cut. It’s offered in 100 
grains. 

Accurate, rugged, and sharp out of the 
gate, Iron Will’s [9] Single Bevel Broad-
heads ($119.95/3-pack) help your arrows 
maintain rotational spin throughout im-
pact. Added bleeder blades create a rect-
angular cut, and rectangular wounds are 
hard to close, meaning animals hit prop-
erly will expire quicker.

New Archery Products [10] Ignite 
Series ($39.99/3-pack) has bowhunters 

around a one-piece titanium ferrule,
strength is boosted, and the cut-on-con-
tact point is exceptionally sharp. Avail-
able in two blade configurations (both 
with .031"-thick blades), these fixed 
heads should make a lot of bowhunters 
happy.

Swhacker took the popular features 
of their #202, added a few improve-
ments, and the [11] #282 Hank Parker 
Signature Series ($43.95/3-pack) was 
born. Blade-Lock Technology allows 
shooters to practice with the same heads 
they're going to use for hunting. When 
set in “practice mode,” blades will not 
deploy and become dull. Once the set-
screw is removed and the Hunt-Ready 
Plug is added, this 125-grain head opens 
to a whopping 2.25".

Matching the length of the QAD [12] 
Exodus ($40/3-pack) ferrule to a field-
point and extending the blades back 
over the ferrule, this tri-blade mechani-

Exodus promises a 1.25 cut. Available
grain options are 85, 100, and 125. 

A great 2-blade expandable that also 
allows users to practice with it is SEVR’s 
[13] Titanium 1.5 ($15.99/per head). 
A setscrew in the ferrule prevents the 
blades from opening during practice. 
When you’re ready to hunt, remove 
the screw and hit the woods. The non-
barbed blades are fully contained in the 
ferrule, lock open upon impact, and can 
pivot to keep things moving straight 
ahead. 

From REK comes a 4-blade fixed 
head dubbed the [14] FX-4 ($46.99/3-
pack). The hardened stainless-steel tip 
of this head leads the path for the 1.25" 
main blade and a .750" bleeder blade. 
The total cutting surface is 1.875", and 
the company bills the 100-grain head as 
being remarkably accurate.

A slim mechanical that looks like a 
pair of scissors held together at the tips 
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cause of the scissor-action blades, pro-
duces exit holes over 4". A beveled-blade 
design allows air to pass over one edge 
and under the other to create spin. It’s 
offered in 100 grains.

For 2023, Ramcat combined its Air-
foil technology with Firenock’s Aero 
Concentric Technology (F.A.C.T.) when 
making the Hemoshock and [16] Hemo-
shock DP ($44.99/3-pack). With a cut-
ting surface of 23⁄4", the most significant 
difference between the two is the DP was 
specifically designed to give increased 
penetration, regardless of draw weight 
or produced energy. 

It’s been a “hot minute” since Tro-
phy Taker added a new member to its 
legendary T-LOK family, but the [17] 
T-LOK Maverick ($44.99/3-pack) looks 
to be worth the wait. The Maverick is the 
original T-LOK on steroids — a fourth 
blade increases the overall cutting sur-
face to 13⁄16".
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Single-bevel broadheads have been 
a hit as of late, hence Slick Trick ’s [18] 
Torch ($49.99/3-pack). The Torch fea-
tures a double-faceted internal mecha-
nism that locks its rear-deploying blades, 
thus nixing the need for collars, bands, 
or O-rings. The ferrule is slim but dura-
ble, and its transition to the Silver Tip is 
streamlined. On impact, the blades cre-
ate a massive 2" hole. 

Wasp wanted to answer the call of the 
traditional crowd and those compound 
shooters obsessed with shooting a heavy 
arrow. And they did so with the [19] 
SharpShooter 200 ($59/3-pack). This 
200-grain, single-bevel broadhead was 
built to add weight to the front of your 
arrow, thus improving kinetic energy to 
maximize penetration on game.

Helix is creating waves with the 
fixed-blade crowd. The manufacturer’s 
2023 broadhead incarnation — the [20] 
FJ4 ($74.99/3-pack) — takes a standard 
single-bevel blade and adds a pair of 
smaller bleeders that insert directly into 
the ferrule. This addition gives the FJ4 an 

extra 15⁄16" in cutting diameter. It’s avail-
able in 100 and 175 grains.

Important Extras
Bohning’s [21] Frontier Jig ($75.77) 

allows you to fletch any diameter arrow 
or bolt, and versatility like this makes 
the jig a hot commodity amongst the 
DIY crowd. The jig is easy to assemble, 
and a little Acetone wipe-down is all 
that’s needed for a quick cleaning. The 
Frontier fletches 3-degree right helical, 
and Bohning offers a variety of other 
inserts. This portable/packable jig is the 
perfect size for the home bow shop, or 
for taking to camp.

Easy to use and capable of creating 
three (120 degrees) and four-f letched 
(75 and 105 degrees) shafts, is OMP’s 
[22] Phoenix ($111.19). This diecast/
machined-aluminum jig sports an over-
sized base plate with four rubber feet. The 
Phoenix allows for 5 degrees of offset ad-
justment — right or left in 1-degree incre-
ments — and four accessory cutouts keep 
both glue and fletchings close at hand. 
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BY BRIAN K. STRICKLAND, Equipment Editor
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HERE’S YOUR UPDATE ON THE LATEST 
TREESTANDS, SADDLES, AND BLINDS 
FOR THIS SEASON.

I
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Stands

p
down p p g,
comfortable pommel to lean against when it’s primetime and 
you want to minimize movement.

A new kid on the treestand block is Elevate Stand Compa-
ny, and their [2] Element Ultra ($419) is just one of the reasons 
why. At just over 6 lbs., it takes mobility to the next level, and 
when married to their Ascend Climbing Sticks ($299/3-pack) 
that weigh 1.75 lbs. each and secure to the stand for transport, 
the Element Ultra is the complete package for those planning 
deep strikes in out-of-the-way places. The stand has a 17" x 
23.75" platform and a 10" x 8" seat with leveling capabilities for 
those leaning trees.

XOP adds yet another gem to their lineup with the [3] Cold 
World ($449). Coming in at 7.5 lbs., it’s a hang-on for those look-

pp p pp p g
Another quality hang-on is the [4] M7 Microlite ($257) 

from Millennium Outdoors. At just 8.5 lbs., it’s an easy haul-
er with Millennium’s ComfortMax contoured sling seat. It has 
a 20.5" x 26" powder-coated platform, and with Millennium’s 
exclusive CamLock Receiver system, you can have multiple lo-
cations prepped for quiet, quick setups.

Recently acquired by FeraDyne Outdoors, Rhino and their 
simple yet comfortable [5] RTH-100 ($110) is a great hunt-
hard option that’s also affordable. With leveling capabilities to 
expand your tree options for hanging, it combines a mesh seat 
with a large 32" x 24" platform. And with a seat height of 21", it 
fits taller bowhunters like a glove. At just over 23 lbs., its dual-
strap system prevents it from shifting.
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with a pre-solvent treatment before powder-coating to protect 
it against the harshest elements. The patent-pending AIS Sys-
tem gives hunters the ability to easily change accessories. It 
comes with straps that are 15% longer than most stands. 

Taking their “Hunt From Above” motto to its core, Hawk 
designed their [7] Mega Combat Hang-On ($209). Featuring 
all-steel construction, it comes in at 17 lbs. and tops a solid 
24" x 30" platform with a comfortable 3"-thick foam seat that 
you can also level. The platform is welded at each contact 
point, while the Teflon washers with over-molded attach-
ment hooks add to its quietness. Tree Digger teeth eliminate 
shifting, while the powder-coated “mud” finish adds dura-
bility and concealment.

d
g g , dium,

or large for a little extra weight — it will perform as advertised. 
It carries a unique hard-coat finish for added concealment and 
traction, plus leveling capabilities on both the seat and plat-
form. The company’s lightweight Double Step Sticks ($109) are 
easily attached for packing in. 

Bringing the benefits of a lightweight hang-on in a ladder-
stand package, Novix offers the [9] Raider ($799). It weighs 
47 lbs., making it one of the lightest ladders I know of, and 
with the VersaLinks connection system on the ladder, there 
is no noisy metal-to-metal contact. Standing at 18', it’s taller 
than many in this category, and it sports a 30" x 24" platform, 
a sling-style seat, and a Frost Coat finish for concealment and 
texture when climbing. 
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Game , p p
with backrest and a 17" x 22" platform. It stands just over 17' 
and is constructed from solid steel to ensure it stands tall for 
many seasons.

Saddles
Although treestands are still the norm for most bowhunt-

ers, it’s easy to see the benefits that tree saddles bring to the 
table. As their popularity has increased, so have the innova-
tions, and the [12] Venatic ($299) from Trophyline is a shin-
ing example. Combining the quality and comfort that the 
OG of saddles has delivered for decades, the Venatic weighs 
20 oz. without the bridge/carabiner, and just 30 oz. when 
they are added. Minimized weight doesn’t mean minimized 

g

le
pp ver an

all-in-one system that many say is “tops” in the industry. The 
first things you’ll notice is the new yoke-suspension system for 
handling more weight, and the large, one-handed operational 
pockets on each side for hauling additional gear. This extra 
space allows users to ditch the pack, if desired. It also incorpo-
rates a new customizable expansion system that delivers over 
5" of adjustment to the sling, and with the Gen 2 UtiliBridge 
that expands Tethrd’s Comfort Channel System from 3 to 7 
points of adjustment, the LockDown brings a new level of cus-
tomizable comfort. 

Cruzr is another company making headway in this cat-
egory, and their [14] XC ($260) is just one reason why. As the 
flagship in their line, it has a stiffer design that seems to mold 
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leg straps and magnet system, the two panels stack together 
when hiking in but expand with a simple pull when it’s time to 
climb. Plus, with their contoured vertical support system and 
the ability to adjust the upper panel once settled in the tree, 
you might just find yourself falling asleep at the most inop-
portune times.

H2 Saddles adds some enhancements to the [16] 2.0 ($198) 
version with a great price point. Available in multiple colors, 
the 2.0 features larger linemen’s loops and reinforced bridge 
loops for added strength and stiffness. It’s equipped with both 
loose and tight Molle webbing along the top and bottom, plus 
additional gear loops below the seat that are perfectly posi-
tioned for accessing steps when ascending the tree. It comes 

a

Blinds

g

ze
($ ) g ws are
closed to stay concealed, the Breeze enhances it by pairing a 
gapped, umbrella-style roof with airflow vents on the bottom 
of each panel that allows air to funnel through the blind with 
ease while keeping you hidden. It also features 5 silent, mesh 
windows and has a 55" x 55" footprint that's 72" tall.

Taking the simple hub-style blind design to the next level, 
the [18] Rhino 180 ($212) from FeraDyne Outdoors features 
a 2-way mesh material on 2 sides that allows you to see com-
pletely through the blind while preventing game from seeing 
you inside. Enjoy the 270 degrees of adjustable silent-slide 
windows and Rhino’s oversized zipper-less door, which lets 
you quietly slip into the blind. It’s 75" from hub to hub on the 
inside, with a height of 66".
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If you would like to stand to shoot from inside a blind, 
then check out Browning’s [19] Envy ($399). With a center 
height of 82" and a width of 74", it’s a beast. It’s constructed 
from a durable 600D fabric with a blackout interior that 
incorporates stealth operation via their Silent-Trac win-
dow system and a QuickConnect door that uses magnets 
instead of noisy zippers. Other notables include 180-degree 
window openings and a pair of camera ports for filming 
your hunt.

Building upon the blind that started it all, Primos offers 
the [20] Double Bull Surroundview Double Wide ($499). 
With 300 degrees of one-way viewing, nothing will slip in 

without your noticing, and with the expansive and zipper-
less door, slipping in and out is also a breeze — even when 
carrying your gear. It provides users with 180-degree, full-
front silent windows and a built-in blackout curtain to elimi-
nate your silhouette.

When the temperatures dip and the snow f lies, the [21] 
Pro Series Thermal Blind ($499) from Ameristep is a great 
mobile option. A first of its kind in the soft-sided blind 
space, the Thermal is constructed from a stout quilted 
fabric on all sides that’s designed to keep the cold out and 
warmth in. At just 24 lbs., it’s fairly portable. There are 12 
large windows with a silent-slide window/mesh system and 
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a full-size door, so you can easily access the blind when 
wearing bulky clothing. The pentagon-shaped footprint 
provides additional f loor space for storing extra late-sea-
son gear.

For scent, thermal, noise, and wind control, it’s hard to beat 
the benefits of a quality hard-sided blind. Muddy’s [22] Bull 
Box Blind ($2,999) easily defeats the elements and more while 
offering 360 degrees of complete hunting performance. It has 
4-layer Therma-Tek panel walls, a carpeted wood floor, and a 
molded-plastic roof. The EZ window design allows for quiet 
one-hand operation, and with both vertical and horizontal 
windows, it’s built for both bowhunters and their gun-toting 

brethren. You can leave it on the ground or get vertical by add-
ing the 5' or 10' tower to the package.

Another hard-sided option is the [23] Game Changer 
Platinum 360 ($4,599) from Redneck Blinds. Built for the 
elements, as well as a crowd, it measures 6' x 8', so it can eas-
ily handle up to four people. And with the exterior walls built 
from durable fiberglass with a gel-coat finish, it definitely can 
withstand the elements. Tightly sealed for scent-containment, 
it also boasts acoustic foam along the walls and ceiling that 
is coupled with plush carpet over a dense foam underlay for 
noise reduction and warmth. Also, with windows galore that 
open silently, nothing will slip past unnoticed. 
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PINPOINT ACCURACY CAN 
BE ACHIEVED WITH QUALITY 
SIGHTS AND RESTS.

I
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many accessories seem to be headed in 
that direction, there are still plenty of 
great new sights and rests being made to 
fit just about any bow — and budget.  

Stay On Target
Black Gold has configured their [1] 

Pro Hunter HD ($340) to fit on Hoyt 
bows that feature their In-Line System, 
as well as other bows that have a Picatin-
ny sight mount. Available in 3 and 5-pin 
options with .019" Pro Pins and a 1.75" 
housing, the overall weight comes in at 

adapts pin brightness to the ambient 
conditions, and the Dial of Death with 
Dual Indicator lets you acquire the per-
fect aiming point with short and long-
range references. 

The [2] Trek Pro ($330) from CBE is a 
dovetail sight built on a carbon-fiber ex-
tension that has a ball detent that clicks 
into different positions. Available in 
three pin-configuration options, with ei-
ther .010" or .019" pins, each comes with 
engraved aluminum sight tapes. With 
micro-adjustable blade pins, adjustable 

1

n
p g , y check

out the [3] Canyon Pounder ($600–$620) 
from Option Archery. Available in two 
configurations, the CP3 features two 
fixed pins and one slider, and the CP5 has 
four fixed pins and one slider. When set 
to shoot fixed pins, it works like any stan-
dard fixed sight. When you want to dial 
yardage, you flip the fixed-pin portion 
out of the way to unveil the single hori-
zontal slider pin that stays centered in the 
housing, unlike previous Option sights. 
It’s offered in several mounting options to 
fit most bows.

4

3

2

1

5



If unique is your thing, look no fur-
ther than Dialed Archery and their [4] 
Arxos Sights ($500). The design allows ar-
chers to achieve greater distances before 
running into fletching-clearance issues. 
By angling the elevation rail, sight tapes 
are shorter and less travel is needed on the 
dial to adjust yardages. The bubble level is 
on top, which cleans up the sight picture 
and allows shooters to get more distance 
with multi-pin setups. Users can choose 
to have their tape on the outside-facing 
wheel or the inside, so it can be seen while 
at full draw. This sight can be purchased 
with a dovetail or rail mount, and all the 
important stuff is adjustable.

For the budget-conscious shooter, 
check out the Rocky Mountain [5] Ho-
rizon 5-Pin ($100). This simple sight has 
a 2.123" plastic sight housing and full-
capture .019" pins. The Horizon is ambi-
dextrous, and adjustments can be made 
without tools. Other features are laser-
etched windage/elevation marks and 2nd

and 3rd-axis adjustments. 
The [6] RL-4 ($75) by Redline is also 

a great, affordable choice for those want-
ing a quality sight. Weighing 6.2 oz., this 
is a very lightweight sight for a direct-
mount setup. Its four .019" pins have an 
enclosed fiber hub to keep fibers pro-
tected. The tool-less locking adjustment 

knob is a nice feature. Also included is a 
bubble level and a rheostat light. 

Cobra Archery’s [7] Radius 5-Pin 
($198) is one of the easiest rigs for sight-
ing-in. Super simple and minimal is the 
idea, and they nailed it. Once you sight-
in your 20-yard pin, you just slide the 
dial to automatically set the remaining 
pins. Made from 6061 T6 aluminum and 
with minimal moving parts, this sight 
will help you create a robust bow setup. 
The .019" pins are green and red and 
protected by a 2" housing. The Radius is 
capable of 2nd-axis adjustments and has 
manual macro adjustments and micro 
gang adjustments. 

6
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you’re short on time. Pin sizes are .010" 
and .019", and they are found within a 
1.625" housing that has a sight ring and 
integrated bubble level. 

Trophy Ridge released a new ver-
sion of their popular Digital React 
sights — the [9] Digital React One Pin 
w/Mathews Bridge-Lock ($400) This 
one functions just like last year’s model 
but fits Mathews bows that have the 
Bridge-Lock system. All you have to do 
is sight-in your 20-yard pin, power-up 
the sight, enter a verified bow speed, 

y [ ]
($320–$445), which is a standard Fast 
Eddie with a Pic-mount bar that attaches 
directly to the front of any bow wearing a 
Picatinny rail. This system reduces weight 
and helps keep your bow more balanced. 
It’s available in single-pin, double-pin, 
triple-stack, and 3, 5, or 7-pin housings, 
in your choice of .010" or .019", and micro-
adjustable 2nd and 3rd axis.

If a clean single-pin setup is what 
you're after, take a look at the [11] Aegis 
1 Light 19/5 Position ($180) by Apex 
Gear. This dovetail design has a multi-

g g g p urna-
ment and hunting sights is the [12] 
Landslyde Plus Carbon Pro Slider w/
Ranger Double Pin ($525) by Axcel . 
Built with the Axcel advanced carbon-
composite bar, all axis adjustments are 
true and made independently. Eight 
metal sight tapes with 16 scales are in-
cluded. The Rapid knob is perfect for 
precise/fast yardage tweaks, and the 
Dead Spot allows you to find your home 
mark easily when the time arises. An-
other great feature is two individually 
adjustable pointers for quick references 

9

11 12

10
8



in the field. You can choose between 
.010" and .019" fiber optics.

Missile Guides
The [13] Epsilon ($275) by Hamskea 

Archery is available in three models — 
standard bracket, Mathews-approved 
bracket, and C.O.R. bracket. Each rest 
can be configured as either cable or 
limb-driven and attached to either the 
top or bottom limb. New on the Epsi-
lon is micro-click elevation/windage 
adjustments at .003" per click. The con-
tainment bracket makes for easy loading 
and keeps your arrow secure, while the 
launcher further keeps your arrow in 
place. This rest also has torsion spring 
and launcher-angle adjustment, and at-
taches in-line behind the riser to help 
eliminate quiver interference. 

The limb-driven [14] Gen Integrate 
8X ($250) by Vapor Trail is made to 
fit integrate systems and is their most 
compact rest to date. Available in 14 
interchangeable colors, the full-capture 
cage w/side gate is easy to load, and ar-
rows won’t come out unless you want 
them out. The micro-adjustable wind-
age/elevation are done with a hex head, 
and there are no "clicks" to ensure that 
you can get the rest exactly where you 
want it, then use the lock screw to cinch 
it down. The free-floating launcher arm 
keeps arrows supported through 70% of 
the shot cycle. It can be activated by the 
top or bottom limb. 

If a fall-away isn’t your style, you 
might consider the [15] Whisker Biscuit 
V Max ($90) by Trophy Ridge. This full-
capture rest has a V-shaped design that 
centers arrows via two points of con-
tact, thus eliminating side-to-side arrow 
movement with consistent arrow trajec-
tory. Rubber arrow guides provide silent 
loading. When adjustments are needed, 
they are tool-less with laser-engraved 
reference marks.

13
14



fr
ularity q y
ing. QAD has worked closely with many 
top bow manufacturers to build a rest 
that uses the integrate system in place of 
standard attachments. This puts the rest 
more in line with the riser to keep it out 
of the way of quivers while also balanc-
ing your bow for improved accuracy. Its 
full-capture design keeps arrows up and 
in place for quiet drawing and shooting. 
Windage/elevation adjustments are done 
at .019" per click.

The Ripcord [18] Drive Cage ($170–
$190) is available in standard Drive 

e
ts

g
You might look at the CBE [19] Defy 

Micro ($170) if you're in need of a new 
rest. This cable-driven rest uses ball bear-
ings that are smooth and quiet. The Inter-
nal BounceBack Prevention System en-
sures arrow clearance and reduces noise/
vibration. The Gravity Lock System keeps 
your arrow fully contained throughout 
the draw cycle and only drops when the 
bow is fired. The Defy Micro is stream-
lined and has micro-windage/elevation 
adjustments and a cable clamp for easy 
installation. 
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Clothing

HOT OR COLD, HAVING THE RIGHT 
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.
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changing weather conditions, as well as various levels of ac-
tivity, it’s constructed from recycled PrimaLoft Evolve insu-
lation and a 20D ripstop nylon outer fabric with DWR finish 
for enhanced weather protection. PrimaLoft Evolve mimics 
the properties found in animal fur of different lengths, max-
imizing airflow when on the move and trapping heat when 
at rest.

With an ultra-quiet design and heat-retention attributes for 
mid to late-season hunts, the weather won’t be the reason you 
head in early with ASIO’s [7] Windproof Sherpa Lined Jacket 
($215) and Pants ($195). You’ll appreciate the company’s sig-
nature brushed-fleece outer shell that is bonded to a Sherpa 
fleece lining, not to mention the heavy DWR water-resistant 

E
a
treate g
f leece lining for added warmth. The Paradigm collection 
comes in Mossy Oak and Realtree camo patterns.

Stone Glacier adds a lightweight version to the mix with 
the [4] Cirque Lite Jacket ($239). Great for the early season or 
as a layering piece later in the year, it’s warm, breathable, and 
highly packable. It features a durable weather-resistant face 
fabric with a PrimaLoft Gold synthetic insulated core. The 
micro-grid fleece side panels have an odor-control finish that 
also purges sweat.

Designed with active breathability and warmth before the 
harsh late season sets in, the Code of Silence [5] Hoodie ($140) 
and Pants ($130) combo are made from a quiet, polyester/wool 
fleece-blended outer shell with a flatter fleece design that’s 

3
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Equipped with their unique Heat Boost Graphene lining, it 
absorbs your body heat and then releases it back to keep you 
warm — with much less bulk than you’d expect. It works over-
time by providing moisture-wicking/antimicrobial quali-
ties, and with its quiet, 4-way stretch shell and DWR finish, 
it defends against both wind and water. The Saskatoon Series 
is available in a [8] Pants, Jacket ($189 each), and Vest ($139) 
combination in their unique Disruption and Tarnen camo 
patterns. 

When Mother Nature barrels in, look to Nomad’s [9] Cot-
tonwood NTX Collection ($200 each). This three-layer system 
combines an ultra-quiet Sherpa fleece shell with a breathable, 
water/wind-resistant membrane that’s bonded to a fleece inte-

r
[ ] J ($ each)

could certainly double for early season deer hunts. Both in-
clude a hexagonal micro-fleece interior that’s bonded to a qui-
et polyester shell. Durable overlays are added to the back, el-
bows, forearms, and seat areas, while the hood offers multiple 
adjustments to help maintain visibility. A silver antimicrobial 
treatment helps prevent odor.

For the ladies, DSG Outerwear launches the new [11] Bre-
anna 2.0 Collection ($129 each). This midseason fleece pull-
over and bib combo features a quiet, water-resistant shell that’s 
bonded to a fleece interior. The pullover gives you a spacious 
kangaroo handwarming pocket with a hook-and-loop clo-
sure, while the bibs incorporate an adjustable snap inseam, a 
drop seat for when nature calls, and a large thigh pocket.

8
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once again delivers with the [13] Ursa MS ($300). Built for long
days and tough conditions, the new Ursa MS is designed with 
TecTuff PU-infused leather uppers with breathable SuperFab-
ric quarter panels and gussets that have proven time and again 
to be extremely abrasion-resistant and durable. Adding to this 
gem is their iconic Vibram MONT outsole for optimized trac-
tion, and the large Hexguard rubber rand has been cemented 
and double-stitched to guarantee many seasons of use.  

Another boot for difficult terrain is the [14] DOGMA GTX 
($499) from AKU. Handmade in Italy and tested in extreme 
conditions, the uppers are constructed from a Perwanger 3mm 
PU Tech leather and Ballistic fabric along the shaft. This combo 
provides resistance, protection, and comfort. It sports a Vibram 
sole for optimal grip and a GORE-TEX membrane for water-
proofing and breathability. They are anatomically fit for better 
stability and weight distribution across the sole.

Irish Setter unveils the [15] Elk Tracker XD ($249). With 
full-leather camo uppers and leather-cushioned gusset over-
lays and wraparound rubber rands, the Elk Tracker XD is 

g

who divide their time between lonely ridges and treestands,
Danner couples its Vibram SPE midsole and TERRA FORCE 
NEXT platform to give wearers superior comfort, arch sup-
port, and torsion control. The full-grain leather uppers are 
tough, while the breathable GORE-TEX liner does what we all 
know it will do in wet conditions. The Pronghorn is available 
with no insulation, or with 1,200-gram PrimaLoft insulation. 

Crispi is a favorite among many Western bowhunters, and 
their [17] Altitude GTX ($365) is just one of the many reasons 
why. At just 1.45 lbs. each, these lightweight wonders are great 
at absorbing impact and keeping you upright when carrying 
a meat-laden pack. They provide just enough flex up front as 
to not be too stiff — with more torsional stability toward the 
shank and heel — and when you add in the ultra-soft leather 
and synthetic uppers, a PU-coated leather rand, and 8" of solid 
ankle support plus much more, the Altitude GTX will endure 
whatever you need it to.

Built to take a bite and give you confidence, Rocky 
launches the [18] Lynx Snake ($255) this year. With 16" of 

12 13 14
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Up 40 ($425) from Mystery Ranch. Doubling as a low profile
daypack for your essentials and a meat-hauler when your hard 
work finally pays off, its unique frame includes a load sling that 
carries up to 80 lbs. Storage space is 2,440 cu. in. and weight is 
5.3 lbs. Other notables of this quality pack — available for both 
men and women — include top-load and side-zipper access, 
dual stretch-woven side pockets, compression straps, attach-
ment loops, and a removable/adjustable lid.

ALPS OutdoorZ never disappoints, and their [24] Elite 
3800 ($199.99, bag/$249.99, frame) is further testament. The 
frame is made from a thermoplastic-composite material that 
is lightweight and strong. Comfort comes courtesy of its con-
toured lumbar support, adjustable torso length, and load-lift-
ers with anti-sway waist straps. Use the frame as a standalone, 
or in combination with the 3800 bag (or the 1800/$149.99), so 
you can haul meat and gear together. Both bags feature a main 
compartment with five internal mesh organizers, an external 
top compartment, three exterior pockets w/buckle straps, and 
a drop-down bow/gun holder.

SPECIAL

P

it delivers phenomenal durability, traction, and support. An
air-mesh lining enhances breathability, while the neoprene of-
fers natural insulation qualities and couples with a stretch-fit 
topline binding to lock in the heat.

Another brand grabbing its share of the rubber-boot space 
is Dryshod, and their new [20] Evalusion ($189) is sure to grab 
more this season. This all-season boot features a dense 5mm 
insulated foam bootie, while the nano-scale hydrophobic 
coating repels mud and water. To minimize overheating, they 
also feature a four-way stretch air-mesh lining, and with the 
new aggressive Dureva outsole, they offer stable footing in all 
conditions. 

More than once I’ve been met with swollen creeks that my 
16" boots couldn’t handle, so having some hip waders in the 
truck has been handy. Frogg Togg’s [21] Cascade Elites ($149) 
have a thin rubber layer bonded on each side by a pair of nylon 
jersey layers for durability. Their 200-gram Thinsulate Insula-
tion takes the chill off when you have to take the plunge on the 
way to your deer stand.
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THE TRAIL-CAMERA WORLD HAS COME A LONG WAY.
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per-second live stream ability and .4-second trigger speed. The
Dual Blackout Infrared Flash is invisible to animals, and the 
internal lithium battery means months of operation without 
unnecessary trips to the woods for you. Other notables in-
clude a wide-angle lens and a design that’s virtually impervi-
ous to Mother Nature.

New this year from Tactacam is the [8] Reveal X-Pro 
($149.99), and cellular lovers will cheer this camera’s compact 
nature, antenna slot, and adjustable 80'-plus nighttime illumi-
nation. The X-Pro is capable of detecting critters out to 96', and 
the camera has been tested in every weather condition possible. 
False triggers are few and far between. Users should know the 
camera requires a Tactacam, SanDisk, or Lexar Class 10, U3 SD 
card in either 16 or 32 GB to ensure top-level performance. 

Reconyx’s [9] HyperFire 2 Cellular Covert IR ($599.99) 
will only help this brand grow. Reconyx took its HyperFire 2 
and gave it a 4G LTE boost. The camera provides one year or 

SPECIAL

easy to deploy and conceal. Add the ultra-sensitive .30-second
trigger, and you can bet the farm that more subjects than not 
will be centered in the frame. Forty infrared LEDs provide a 
100' flash range for even illumination. MaXimum Silence Im-
age capture means what you think it does — no noise — and 
setup is simple thanks to the 1.5" color screen. Coverage plans 
for both AT&T and Verizon are available.

Built on a minimalistic platform to make them easier to 
conceal in tight locations, Cuddeback’s [6] Tracks Cellular 
Camera ($149.99) is one to check out. Cuddeback has pro-
duced some winners over the years, and this instant-gratifier 
is another homerun. Dual-paddle antennas pull every ounce 
of service available, so those areas with limited service are less 
of a problem. Cuddeback’s Tracks uses an advanced IR-cut 
image sensor for exceptional image clarity and quality, and the 
D-cell batteries provide more extended life. 

Spartan, a cellular-camera kingpin, ups the game with its 

5 6 7
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remarkable. The 150 invisible-flash range sweetens the pot,
as does its 1080p Wide Screen or 3MP Standard Image Reso-
lution. A webbed strap is included for mounting it to trees 
and posts. 

Stealth Cam has been making trail cameras for over two 
decades, and during that tenure, the manufacturer has put out 
some fantastic units. For 2023, its new [10] Deceptor ($149.99) 
merges two networks — Verizon and AT&T — so you don’t 
have to match coverage to your phone’s digital plan. One cam-
era covers them both. Through Stealth Cam’s Command Pro 
App, users can adjust camera settings from their devices and 
request a real-time photo or video of a hunting area before en-
tering the area to check weather conditions and possible game 
presence. The Deceptor is branded with a trigger speed of .4 
seconds and has an illumination/detection range of 80'.  An-
other cellular from Stealth Cam is the Fusion X-Pro ($129.99). 
It monitors signal strength to locate the carrier putting out the 

ns-
mission to your mobile device.

Muddy has added trail cameras to its fine list of prod-
ucts. Dubbed the [11] Matrix Cellular Camera ($129.99), 
this dual-network scouter provides high-resolution 36MP 
imaging, 1080p full-HD video with audio, and an 80' de-
tection range. The Matrix is compatible with Stealth Cam’s 
Command Pro App, providing right-now access to cameras 
anywhere, anytime. 

Wildgame’s [12] Encounter XT ($119.99) comes fitted with 
pre-installed SIM cards for both AT&T and Verizon, and the 
camera can auto-detect the strongest signal offered in its loca-
tion. Compatible with Wildgame’s HuntSmart App, you can 
access your camera and adjust settings in the blink of an eye. 
The Encounter XT has a sub-.5-second trigger speed, can be 
mounted in multiple ways, and has photo-burst capabilities. 
Image resolution has numerous settings, and audio/video can 
be set for 720p HD.  
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them waterproof/fogproof. The included covers keep the lens-
es in good shape over the life of the optic. 

Although technically new in 2022, the Meopta [4] MeoPro 
HD Plus 10x42 ($750) is worth mentioning. Weighing 24.7 
oz., its magnesium body is protected by a layer of rubber. Us-
ing fluoride-optical elements, they have great clarity and high-
color fidelity. 

A top-end optic is the GPO [5] Passion HD 12.5x50 
($1,360). With a larger field of view than most 15X binos, this 
12.5X strikes a perfect balance whether handheld or on a tri-
pod. The magnesium micro-bridge body with aluminum eye-
cups make for a lightweight optic, and the GPO lens coatings 
provide a wonderfully crisp viewing experience. They're fully 
waterproof/fogproof.

If spotting scopes aren’t your thing, but you want a little 
more power, you should check out the Athlon Optics [6] Cro-
nus G2 HD 15x56 ($875). The extra-low dispersion UHD glass 
provides sharp edge-to-edge clarity, and the ESP (Enhanced 

1

Two Eyes
For almost any bowhunter, a quality pair of binos like the

Zeiss [1] SFL 8x40 ($1,800) fit the bill. They provide plenty 
of magnification, a nice field of view at 1,000 meters, and a 
close-focusing distance of 1.5 meters. They're ultra-light-
weight and compact, and they deliver a sharp glassing ex-
perience. The focus wheel is perfectly placed for ease of use, 
even while wearing gloves. The lens coating ensures good 
viewing in any weather. 

Available in 10x50 and 12x50 options, the [2] B.6 
($1,050–$1,100) by Maven delivers a top-end glassing ex-
perience at an affordable price. Fully multi-coated lenses 
with a 50mm objective provide a bright picture in all light 
conditions. A magnesium frame translates to a weight of 
just 30.7 oz.

For the budget-minded out there, check out the [3] Vantage 
10x50 ($199) by Hawke Optics. Made from a rubber-coated 
polycarbonate frame, these lightweights are very affordable. 
Lenses are coated, and the barrels are nitrogen-purged to keep 

2
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Spectral Prism) dielectric coating re-
flects 99% of the light through its prism 
assembly. It weighs 45 oz., which for a 
pair of 15’s is very manageable. With a 
field of view of 235' at 1,000 yards, you 
can cover plenty of territory while pick-
ing apart terrain. 

Tract Optics [7] Toric UHD 10x42 
HT Hunting Binoculars ($694) are made 
to flourish just about anywhere. Schott 
High Transmission glass and flat multi-
coating increase light transmission over a 
wider spectrum than most. The enhanced 
ocular design creates a wider field of view 
and long eye relief that minimizes black-
out when your eyes are perfectly aligned 
in the eyecups. It weighs 27 oz., which is 
perfect for the mountains. 

6
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Long Distance
Swarovski makes top-tier optics, and 

the [8] ATC and STC 17-40x56 Spotting 
Scopes ($2,721) are their newest offer-
ing. For those who want a high-quality 
spotter without all the weight (34.2 oz.), 
these scopes fit the bill. The ATC is an 
angled version, and the STC is for those 
who prefer a straight spotting scope. The 
focus wheel is placed on the body of the 
scope where your hand naturally rests. 
Although not a huge-powered scope, it’s 
a Swarovski… 

The Kowa [9] Prominar TSN 88 
Series 88MM Spotting Scope ($3,450) is 
pretty sweet — especially if money truly 
is no issue. The unique optical coat-
ings applied to both the lenses and the 
prism provide a very high level of light 
transmission and clarity to users. The 
fluorite-crystal objective lens provides a  
remarkable glassing experience. 

If you want to spot them way out, take 
a look through the Leupold [10] SX-5 
Santiam HD ($1,800). This 27-55x80mm 
zoom scope has the power you need to 

find animals far off or pick apart that clos-
er hillside, and the 80mm objective lens 
gathers precious light at the most crucial 
times of the day. It’s oversized eyepiece 
makes long glassing sessions more com-
fortable, and scratch/smudge-resistant 
coatings provide HD clarity. The durable 
housing’s protective armor is easy to grip, 
and it’s waterproof/fogproof. 

The [11] Diamondback HD 16- 
48x65mm ($500) from Vortex Optics is 
a great scope option in these trying times. 
With many features similar to its bigger 
brother — the Razor HD — most users 
will find this one a joy to use. A scratch-
resistant coating and armored body keeps 
this scope well protected. The focus wheel 
is placed on the body, and the power ad-
justments are placed on the eyepiece. 

Make It A Combo
The Bushnell [12] Fusion X 10x42 

Rangefinding Binocular ($700) is a do-it-
all setup sold at a great price. It’s capable 
of ranging reflective targets out to 1,760 
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USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 

using domestic and 

foreign parts.

COMMERCIAL XD-SERIES FIELD & BRUSH MOWERS
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yards. Made with a magnesium housing 
that's nitrogen-filled to keep them fog-
free, the lenses are fully multi-coated. 

Small But Accurate
Vortex has released several new 

rangefinders as of late, and the [15] Viper 
HD 3000 ($600) is a dandy. At only 4.2"x 
1.7" and 9.1 oz., it can be operated easily 
with one hand, and the 7x25mm view de-
livers an up-close look — even at distant 
targets. This model gives users the choice 
of straight-line or angle-compensated 
ranging, plus four target modes. 

The [16] Broadhead Laser Range-
finder ($300) by Bushnell was designed 
for bowhunters. With finite accuracy 
out to 150 yards, making a good shot is 
up to you. The reticle auto-adjusts for 
maximum visibility and contrast in 
varying conditions. ARC technology 
compensates for uphill/downhill shots. 
The multi-coated lenses give you bright 
images when you need clarity the most. 

The [17] XLR1600 ($250) by HALO 
is a quality product at a good price. The 

y
you accu ate s oot g d sta ces o s ots
at any angle. High-quality BK7 prisms 
provide a clear picture at dawn and dusk. 
Lenses are coated with the EXO Barrier, 
which repels water, fog, dust, and debris.

Leupold has long been a player in 
both the binocular and the rangefind-
ing game, and the new [13] BX-4 Range 
HD TBRW 10x42 ($1,600) combines 
the two technologies. With a maximum 
range on deer out to 1,100 yards, and a 
minimum of 12 yards, it’s sure to do all 
you need from ranging landmarks to 
knowing exactly how far to shoot when 
the chips are down. The reversible Power 
Button means it can be operated with 
either hand. These optics drastically re-
duce glare in harsh light while also pro-
viding great light transmission. 

Leica hit another home run with 
the [14] Geovid Pro 32 Rangefinding 
Binoculars ($2,900). Available in both 
8x32 and 10x32, Leica combines superb 
clarity with 2,500-yard ranging capa-
bilities. Weighing 30.7 oz., the Pros are 
very lightweight considering their dual-
purpose capabilities. This optic is perfect 
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• Treestands
• Saddles
• Blinds
• Cameras
• Apparel
• Decoys
• Game Calls
• Scent Control
• Scents & 

Lures
• Packs & Bags
• Knives & Saws
• Accessories

SUCCESS
WOODSIN 

THE

STARTS 
HERE

S I N C E 

1983

Huge selection and fast 
shipping for everything 
you need from hunt 
to harvest.

And naturally — 
everything else 
for the sport of 
archery.

(800) 829-7408

LANCASTERARCHERY.COM

LEADING THE WORLD IN 

3D AND TARGET ARCHERY



PRESENTED BY

hefty Saskatchewan boar. Tune in the week of June 26 as Danny, Editor Curt Wells, 
and Publisher Jeff Waring head north to hunt black bears with Kent and Lori Wolowski’s 
Rock Ridge Outfitting; rockridgeoutfitting.com; (306) 401-7500.

FAR NORTH BEARS


Premieres
TUESDAYS
7:30 PM ET
TUESDAY

11:30 PM ET
THURSDAY

11:30 AM ET
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6X optics coupled with a 1,600-yard 
ranging capability will please almost 
any hunter. Angle intelligence delivers 
an instantaneous angle-compensated 
range for taking shots on uneven ter-
rain. This model is accurate to +/-1 
yard, is water-resistant, and has a scan 
mode that locks in multiple targets at 
different yardages. 

Something Different 
If you're willing to try something 

outside the norm, then you’ ll likely 
be pleasantly surprised with the [18] 
ZU LU6 H DX Binoculars  ($9 0 0 –
$1, 2 0 0)  by  SIG .  Av a i l a ble  i n  fou r 
models, with the 10X having 30mm 

objective lenses and the 12, 16, and 
20X versions having 42mm objectives.  
With the flip of a switch, they transform 
from normal binos to a glassing experi-
ence with Optical Image stabilization. 
Translation: You can effectively glass 
for game without the aid of a tripod. 
The leg-up this one has over the original 
ZULU6 is the HDX-Glass, which offers 
superior light gathering, resolution, 
and definition. 

Covert Optics says the [19] Ther-
mX HS1 Handheld Scanner ($1,100) 

is like having a bloodhound in your 
pocket. For bowhunters at the end of 
a sparse blood trail, the heat-seeking 
optic provides a helping hand in game 
recovery.Featuring a four-color OLED 
display, the compact, 4.3 oz. HS1 stows 
easily in a pocket or pack. Be sure to 
check state regs before using this help-
ful tool.

19

18

ALL BOWHUNTING.

ALL THE TIME.

DOWNLOAD THE LATEST EPISODE TODAY AT:

BOWHUNTING.PODBEAN.COM

BOWSTRING MATERIALS, SERVING, AND ACCESSORIES 

Rely on

BCY

BCYINC.COM                                                    (860) 632-7115
MANUFACTURED 
I N  T H E  U S A
Some raw fibers are produced overseas

FOR WHAT YOU NEED

BCY HAS YOU COVERED



DRtrimmer.com

Discover the POWER 
and PRECISION of a 
DR® Trimmer Mower!

•  5X the power of a handheld trimmer

• TRIM precisely without arm fatigue

•  MOW where a bladed mower can’t

•  TOUGHEST trimmer cord available

DRrototiller.com

Great Gardens Start 
with DR® Rototillers!

FREE
SHIPPING GoDRpower.com

Do it Right with DR®

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

DRleafvac.com 

The LEADER in Leaf Vacs! Tow-Behind

•  #1 in vacuum 
power and capacity

•  NEW PRO MAX

model holds up 
to 450 gallons

•  All models newly 
redesigned with 
up to 20% more 
capacity

Walk-Behind

• NEW PILOT XT models 
fi ll paper leaf bags for 
curbside pickup

•  Collects & mulches up 
to 50 lbs of leaves

•  Includes onboard 
caddy for
extra

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 
foreign parts.

DR® Leaf & Lawn Vacuums

•  

•  

•  



THE REST OF THE BEST GEAR

BOWHUNTER |

Wildlife Research Center® Active-Branch™

Easton® BowTruk™

Lumenok® Red Crossbow Nock

TruFire® Edge FT™
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YETI® LoadOut® GoBox 
60 Gear Case

Ozonics® HR500™

Montana Decoy® Muley Buck™

Flambeau® Formula™ Bow Case

WWW.LANCASTERARCHERY.COM

PRESENTED BY
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Wicked Ridge® Blackhawk XT™
• Easy to handle length/weight
• Fully integrated cocking device
• Ultra-crisp, safe trigger system 
The Blackhawk XT ($449.99–$549.99) offers premium cocking de-

vices at low prices — and is made in America. This narrow (15" wide), 175-lb. crossbow is 
effortless for hunters of any age to load/unload and carry in the field. It delivers speeds up 
to 380 fps. Safety is at the forefront of this model, with too many safety features to mention. 
Pre-sighted for 20 yards, the Blackhawk XT has a black stock and PEAK™ camo limbs. It 
includes a 4x32 scope, 3 Alpha-Nock™ carbon bolts, cocking device, and a quiver. Contact: 
Wicked Ridge, wickedridgecrossbows.com.

TenPoint® Viper 430™

MonsterBuck® Clover Mix™

The Provider® Seasonings 

Havalon® REDI™





KENTUCKY TENNESSEE
HUNT REALLY BIG BUCKS ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER

BROCHURE CALL OR TEXT

270-348-4281

Alberta Spring Bear Hunting 
Two Bear Area

Fall Moose Hunting
 Great with add on Elk or Whitetail 

(license extra)

1-800-899-5064 or 
hunting@telusplanet.net

3x FASTER

EASY
· View

· Save

· Delete

60%
LARGER

Over

LEARN MORE/GET ONE:
LOWDOWNVIEWER.COM

SCORPION

VENOM

SCORPION

VENOM
TM

Venomize Your Bow

PO Box 931 Deer Park, NY 11729
www.scorpionvenom-archery.com

JEFF MILLAR A AT 717-695-8081; E-MAIL: JEFF.MILLAR@OUTDOORSG.COM

CHECK US OUT AT 

www.bowhunter.com
FOR GREAT HUNTING HOW-TO AND GEAR ADVICE

WWW.BOWHUNTER.COM
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According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, more than 54 million 

Americans are suffering from joint discomfort.

This epidemic rise in aching joints has led to a 
search for alternative treatments—as many suffer-
ers want relief without the harmful side effects of 
conventional “solutions.”

Leading the way from nature’s pharmacy is the 
new “King of Oils” that pioneering Florida MD 
and anti-aging specialist Dr. Al Sears calls “the 
most significant breakthrough I’ve ever found for 
easing joint discomfort.”

Biblical scholars treasured this “holy oil.”  
Ancient healers valued it more than gold for its 
medicinal properties.  Marco Polo prized it as he 
blazed the Silk Road.  And Ayurvedic practitio-
ners, to this day, rely on it for healing and de-
toxification.

Yet what really caught Dr. Sears’ attention is 
how modern medical findings now prove this 
“King of Oils” can powerfully…

Deactivate 400 Agony-Causing Genes

If you want genuine, long-lasting relief for joint 
discomfort, you must address inflammation.  Too 
much inflammation will wreak havoc on joints, 
break down cartilage and cause unending discom-
fort.  This is why so many natural joint relief so-
lutions try to stop one of the main inflammatory 
genes called COX-2.

But the truth is, there are hundreds of agony-
causing genes like COX-2, 5-LOX, iNOS, TNK, 
Interleukin 1,6,8 and many more—and stopping 
just one of them won’t give you all the relief you 
need.

Doctors and scientists now confirm the “King 
of Oils”—Indian Frankincense—deactivates not 
one but 400 agony-causing genes.  It does so by 
shutting down the inflammation command center 
called Nuclear Factor Kappa Beta.

NK-Kappa B is like a switch that can turn 400 
inflammatory genes “on” or “off.”  A study in 
Journal of Food Lipids reports that Indian Frank-
incense powerfully deactivates NF-Kappa B.  This 
journal adds that Indian Frankincense is “so pow-
erful it shuts down the pathway triggering aching 
joints.”

Relief That’s 10 Times Faster… 
 and in Just 5 Days

Many joint sufferers prefer natural solutions 
but say they work too slowly.  Take the best-seller 
glucosamine.  Good as it is, the National Institutes 

of Health reports that glucosamine takes as long 
as eight weeks to work.

Yet in a study published in the International 
Journal of Medical Sciences, 60 patients with stiff 
knees took 100 mg of Indian Frankincense or a 
placebo daily for 30 days.  Remarkably, Indian 
Frankincense “significantly improved joint func-
tion and relieved discomfort in as early as five 
days.”  That’s relief that is 10 times faster than 
glucosamine.

78% Better Relief Than 
the Most Popular Joint Solution

In another study, people suffering from discom-
fort took a formula containing Indian Frankin-
cense and another natural substance or a popular 
man-made joint solution every day for 12 weeks.

The results?  Stunning!  At the end of the study, 
64% of those taking the Indian Frankincense for-
mula saw their joint discomfort go from moderate 
or severe to mild or no discomfort.  Only 28% 
of those taking the placebo got the relief they 
wanted.  So Indian Frankincense delivered relief 
at a 78% better clip than the popular man-made 
formula.

In addition, in a randomized, double blind, 
placebo controlled study, patients suffering from 
knee discomfort took Indian Frankincense or a 
placebo daily for eight weeks.  Then the groups 
switched and got the opposite intervention.  Every 
one of the patients taking Indian Frankincense got 
relief.  That’s a 100% success rate—numbers un-
seen by typical solutions.

In addition, BMJ (formerly the British Medical 
Journal) reports that Indian Frankincense is safe 
for joint relief — so safe and natural you can take 
it every day.

Because of clinically proven results like this, 
Dr. Sears has made Indian Frankincense the 
centerpiece of a new natural joint relief formula 
called Mobilify.

Great Results for Knees, Hips, 

Shoulders and Joints

Joni D. says, “Mobilify really helps with sore-
ness, stiffness and mild temporary pain.  The day 
after taking it, I was completely back to normal—
so fast.”  Shirley M. adds, “Two weeks after taking 
Mobilify, I had no knee discomfort and could go 
up and down the staircase.” Larry M. says, “After 
a week and a half of taking Mobilify, the discom-
fort, stiffness and minor aches went away… it’s 
almost like being reborn.” And avid golfer Dennis 
H. says, “I can attest to Mobilify easing discom-
fort to enable me to pursue my golfing days. Defi-
nitely one pill that works for me out of the many 
I have tried.”

How to Get Mobilify

To secure the hot, new Mobilify formula, buy-
ers should contact the Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-463-0613 TODAY. “It’s not available in 
retail stores yet,” says Dr. Sears. “The Hotline al-
lows us to ship directly to the customer.” Dr. Sears 
feels so strongly about Mobilify, all orders are 
backed by a 100% money-back guarantee.  “Just 
send me back the bottle and any unused product 
within 90 days from purchase date, and I’ll send 
you all your money back.”

Use Promo Code MBBH0523 when you call 
to secure your supply of Mobilify. Lines are fre-
quently busy and due to heightened demand, sup-
plies are limited. To secure your suppy today, call 
1-800-463-0613.

ADVERTISEMENT

Biblical Bush Relieves Joint  
Discomfort in as Little as 5 Days

Legendary “special herb” gives new life to old joints without 
clobbering you. So safe you can take it every day without worry.

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.  RESULTS MAY VARY FROM PERSON TO PERSON. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULT SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL.  9 

Scientific Discovery Stuns Doctors

The active ingredient in Mobilify soothes aching joints in as little as 5 days



AThese are great questions. As you 
know, the bowstring’s D-loop 
and center serving receive more 

wear than any other part of the bow. For 
this reason, both are prone to failure. 
To prevent fiber slippage and tuning 
problems, the center serving should be 
applied with very firm tension, eliminat-
ing the chance for serving gaps. BCY has 
been our go-to source for do-it-yourself 
bowstring materials and accessories, be-
cause they offer the most comprehensive 
selection on the market. 

For center servings, BCY’s 62XS is 
hard to beat. It’s made from a special 
blend of Spectra or Dyneema (both are 
considered high-modulus polyethylene 
material) with outstanding strength, du-
rability, and low-creep properties. Addi-
tionally, the material grips the bowstring 
extremely well, which prevents the fibers 
from slipping, deforming, and altering 
your nock’s position. 

Most custom bowstring manufac-
turers use 62XS as their center serving 
of choice. Powergrip and Halo are two 
other options to consider. Powergrip is 
made from Spectra and nylon yarn. This 
blend produces relentless grip, but it’s 

not quite as strong or durable as 62XS. 
Halo, on the other hand, is BCY’s stron-
gest center-serving material. It is a favor-
ite among fingers shooters, since it pro-
vides a super-slick surface when served 
tightly; however, in my opinion it doesn’t 
grip the bowstring fibers quite as well as 
62XS or Powergrip. Overall, 62XS is my 
favorite due to its unbeatable versatility. 

I suggest using either .021" or .025" 
center-serving diameter, depending on 
the bowstring thickness and the arrow’s 
nock-throat size. You should purchase 
both sizes to see what fits best. Use a 
serving tool to temporarily lay down 2" 
of serving material, then clip the arrow 
nock over the material to assess its fit. 
The nock should snap on with a distinc-
tive “clip,” but it shouldn’t be so tight that 
it can’t slide up and down the serving 
with a little bit of pressure. The diameter 
of the serving should also fill the nock’s 
throat, preventing any side-to-side wob-
ble. Such features will ensure a smooth, 
consistent arrow take-off on each shot 
— increasing accuracy. Rarely have I 
used .018"-size serving to accommodate 
smaller arrow nocks, because .021" or 
.025" usually does the trick.  

For making D-loops, BCY’s 23 and 
24 braided-polyester loop rope are ideal. 
The 23 material is smaller in diameter 
(.062") and more flexible. It is preferable 
when shooting a T-handle thumb or 
hinge-style release, since it minimizes 
torque caused from twisting the release 
handle slightly to achieve a positive an-
chor. This material produces a smooth, 
forgiving shot. The downside is that it 
doesn’t hold its shape quite as well as 
thicker loop material, and its small di-
ameter tends to wear a bit faster. 

The 24 rope, on the other hand, is 
larger diameter (.079"), making it ideal 
for archers preferring a semi-firm, easy-
to-engage loop when using a standard, 
wrist-strap-style release that causes little 
to no torque at full draw. This material is 
also easy to work with since it produces 
oversize “balls” when burning the ends. I 
would encourage you to experiment with 
both materials, depending on your shoot-
ing preferences. I’ve found the 24 braided-
loop rope to be flexible enough, regard-
less of my release choice. However, when 
using a T-handle release, I’ll increase the 
length of the loop to 5⁄8" wide — some-
times longer. I hope this helps. 

BY JOE BELL, Technical Editor

Q I just learned how to apply a center serving to a bowstring. However, I have questions 
about the serving material and diameter. What type/size are best for 3-D and hunting? 
I also plan to replace my D-loop, as it’s pretty worn. I noticed there are various types 

of loop material available as well. What are your preferences, and why?    – John L., via e-mail
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BCY’s 62XS center-
serving material is ex-
tremely strong, durable, 
and versatile. It serves 
across bowstring fibers 
smoothly, with positive 
gripping qualities to 
prevent the fibers from 
slipping and deforming 
— common problems 
that lead to tuning and 
accuracy issues.



Protection during work and play
Get coverage that goes beyond your homeowners’ policy with comprehensive ATV insurance to 

protect your off-road vehicle, belongings, accessories and more – no matter where you ride.

1 - 8 0 0 - P R O G R E S S I V E  /  P R O G R E S S I V E . C O M

Quote ATV 
insurance in 

as little as
3 minutes
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