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Thomas Cook
Editor

Ivarious species across the Wide Brown Land, Ben Smith 

Perry Magowan rides the roller-coaster that is the red deer 

gets a crack at a bothersome boar, Gary Hall has a big day out for 

to despatch feathered foes and Mick Chapman rounds up Arapawa 
rams in the New Zealand mountaintops for trophies with a twist. 

Do you see what I see? The animals you are hunting certainly 
don’t so we help keep you hidden in our extensive look at 

as a bowhunter, validate hunting quail in South Australia, run you 
through home taxidermy via a small game bird, present our case 
for upgrading your projectiles to get the absolute most from your 

deck out a deadly treadly for hunting.
You can be king of the campsite thanks to our stove and 

why we still love it as a go-to all-rounder, milestone Federal 
Ammunition, the handiest of accessories in the Spika Drover Bino 
Pack, the new and improved Quad Rest II from SmartRest, top-

Tenacious folding knife that gets a lot right and Jelinek Custom 
Blades, who passionately craft knives to behold.

In the Camp Kitchen we serve up succulent venison, quality 

say, our own Australian game cookbook, Field to Fork – Second 
Helpings, has landed a Best in the World gong – check it out!



Sometimes we come across issues 
in life that have a permanent 
effect on our lifestyle, although 
it may not be evident at the time. 

The year was 1980, when me and a mate 
were looking for an Outback property to 
shoot on, so nothing unusual about that. 

We pooled our resources and success 
came when I remembered that a friend of 
my father came from an Outback area. Did 
he still have any contacts there? The result 
was a couple of names associated with 
large estates.

Travelling to such places 40 years ago 
was not to be taken lightly. The hard-
topped roads disappeared just over the 
border and weather was a continual con-
sideration, as an inch of rain could stop you 
for literally weeks. We plotted and planned 
and eventually came up with an idea. 
Two vehicles with trailers, as we had to be 

Matthew Cameron reminisces about hunting 
‘the real Australia’ over two decades

Looking back
Firearms wise, there were several .22 

I had handloaded for. My mates had 
shotguns, the inevitable .22LR and if I 
remember correctly a .303 British. Another 
member borrowed a lever-action .243 
Winchester from within his family.

It was a long full day trip and dark when 
we drove into the station yard. Introducing 
myself to the owner, I mentioned my 
father’s mate who had given us his details 
and that we were just looking for a place 
to shoot. Quickly we were given instruc-
tions as to where we could set up camp. It 
was the beginning of a 20-year association. 
We had the distinct impression that he was 
glad to have someone to attack the feral 
animals, mainly pigs. At the time we were 

-
tion was in terms of numbers.

We awoke the next morning in a differ-
ent world. It was dry, dusty and basically 

pig tally was about half-a-dozen spread 
between the four of us. It was a large prop-
erty and the variation was immense. The 

lignum, hundreds of acres in area, so thick 
that only a match or a tank could pen-
etrate. There were enormous plains that 
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A harsh lesson for city drivers – it’s easy to become caught.

The .45-70 strikes again.



were inundated with thousands of kanga-
roos. Further out were sandhills while the 
sparse lignum contained untold hordes of 
rabbits. We ran out of .22LR ammunition 
long before the week was over. A short 
session with the spotlight showed up many 
foxes, so it was a shooter’s paradise. 

We explored every day and, on each 
occasion, we discovered something new. 
There were isolated dams scattered 
throughout the property, another haven for 
pigs in the late afternoon. We talked a lot on 
the trip home about what we were lucky to 

lead, depending on just where they were hit, 

We commenced a long love affair with the 
.270 Winchester cartridge, which was and 
still is a good pig round.

Subsequent trips increased the pig tally. 

eliminate at least 50 of them. Sitting on any 
one of the many isolated dams from late in 
the afternoon became a favourite pastime 
and continued until after dark.

Most nights were spent spotlighting 
along the station tracks, the man with 

something heavier on the back of the 
truck, usually a .243 Winchester or a .303-
25 for the foxes we came across. 

On one trip in the mid-1980s a mate took 
40 foxes in a week, spotlighting with his 
.303-25. Oddly enough over the 20 years we 
shot there, the number of pigs in the light 
at night was minimal while spotlighting. Off 
the dams it was another matter entirely, as 
in the hotter months they just had to have 
water and kept coming back.

When it was cool enough, we walked the 
swamps, both wet and dry, for pigs. Again, 
in the cooler months I became fascinated 

with shooting the untold numbers of rab-
bits at long range, initially with the .243 
Winchester which was quickly followed by 
a .22-250 Remington. There were so many 
targets it was necessary to limit your rate 

reasonable limits.

Associated with all of this was an increas-
ing amount of handloading to feed the 

game it was a continual learning curve that 
continues to the present day. The numbers 
of rabbits dropped dramatically, mainly due 
to a drought in the mid to late 1980s. The 
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The plains were immense, with the vehicle 

Vast lignum swamp.

ammo and long-range hunting, was very stable.



Looking back

pigs seemed to survive but we noticed that 
the layer of fat they normally carried around 
the rib area soon disappeared.

At about this time another mate and I 
decided it was time to introduce our sons 
to the real Australia. We left the city behind 
early and arrived at the station about mid-
afternoon, with the boys itching to shoot. 
We took them down to a patch of rabbits 
on the edge of the lignum. They bailed out 
pronto, two with self-loading .22s and the 
third with a pump-action shotgun. Within 
minutes all were calling for more ammuni-
tion. Us dads knew what it would be like 
before we arrived there. Oddly enough 
there were no pigs taken on that trip, but 
we did see a couple. Naturally, all the sons 
wanted to know when the next visit would 
be and my two hunt with me to this day.

The hunting on the property varied 
considerably. The day usually opened with 
a discussion over breakfast as to exactly 
where we would shoot in the cool of the 
morning. We would split into two groups, 

with each tackling a different swamp or 
patch of walkable lignum. It was unusual 
not to bag a few animals in each location.

The same followed after lunch in 
another area, as there were plenty to 
choose from. If the weather was warm 
enough, a decision to sit on a remote dam 
until after dark always produced more pigs. 
Because of the ranges involved, we tended 
to favour heavier calibres when dam sitting. 

Certainly the .270 Winchester cartridge 
was a personal preference coupled with a 

8   Australian Hunter8   Australian Hunter

130gr soft-point projectile. Another mate 
used his .303-25 with good effect under 
the same conditions, then much later a 

also productive. Over time many other 
suitable calibres were used.

For a bit of variety after leisurely dinner 
at night there was spotlighting for rab-
bits and foxes, plus the occasional pig. 
Oddly enough in the 20 years we shot the 
property almost invariably we despatched 
at least one feral cat per trip, even in this 
very remote area. It was noticeable that the 
canine teeth on all of these animals were 
longer than in the domestic cat. 

The testing of ammo went on.

Off the dry with a .270 Winchester 
and 130gr soft-point.

Reasonable tusks with the 
cartridge 6.5x55mm.
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self-loading Ruger 10/22 with a 10-shot 
magazine. We kept a loaded spare in 
someone’s shorts pocket. No matter how 
much .22LR ammunition accompanied us 
on the trip we still had to ration ourselves 
each night. 

Our most memorable treks in terms of 
numbers occurred after the property was 
unshootable for some eight months. An 
unusual amount of rain had isolated large 
portions of the station and many of the local 
access roads were also shut, as they were 

access again there were large areas which 
we could not penetrate except on foot. 

Shooting under such conditions 
required much wet walking in the low-
lying swamp areas. The reward was there 
were literally pigs everywhere and we 

It quickly became evident that this was 
no ordinary outing. In one swamp at the 

heads popped up. It was unbelievable.

Looking back

Although we were more or less gentle-
men shooters with a laidback attitude and 
limited in shooting area compared to what 
was normally available, we did despatch 
some 97 animals in a single week, without 
really trying.

Drought decimated the property over 
time and the rabbits were virtually wiped 
out with both the drought and the virus 
that was released by the government at 
the time. We actually reached the stage 

where the sighting of a single animal was 
commented on, in an area where in the 
past there were thousands. But the pigs 
were still there. 

trip and continued over the 20 years. We 
are indebted to the owner and his family 
who always made us welcome. The prop-
erty was sold in the year 2000 and we lost 
our shooting paradise, but the memories 
linger on.   .

The porkers love a green pick.

Is this thick enough? Almost impossible to hunt in.

An isolated dam - always worth sitting on at dusk 
and beyond in hot weather.
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Like most hunters, I am on a never-
ending quest to simplify and mini-
mise the gear I carry when stalking 
game. When Australian Hunter was 

given the opportunity to review the Spika 
Drover Bino Pack I had been looking into 
binoculars harnesses and packs, so the 
timing was perfect. 

It is good to have your binos close at hand 
and for a long time I relied just on the straps 
that came with them. The binos could not 
have been any closer at hand, but there 
were a few other less appealing aspects.

Dangling around my neck, they impeded 
my progress through the many barbed wire 
fences I have to negotiate on a hunt. When 
leaning forward to examine game tracks, or 
inspect a dead animal, they similarly were in 
the way. That was especially so when butch-
ering a deer. That mostly seemed to be in 
long grass and the binos had to be taken 
off and placed next to my pack as I worked 
on the animal. I have never left my binos 

thing to do, and I know hunters who have.
I have had many binoculars over the 

years and, invariably, whether cheap or 
premium, the protective eyepiece covers 

eventually break or just fall off. Also, such 
covers represent another action required 
before you can bring your binos into use. 
For simplicity, I have long adopted the 
habit of removing the eyepiece covers. This 
is a problem if it is raining, or you are hunt-
ing in dusty environments, so a large part 

A binocular pack solves these problems 
neatly and Spika have designed a version, 
the Drover Bino Pack, which does all that 

a chest harness that is easily adjusted to 
hold it snugly against the wearer’s chest. 
This harness is mounted via four snap-

remove. There is plenty of adjustment in 
the four straps, more than enough to cater 
for larger-bodied folks. 

Two short straps with smaller snap-
lock attachments hold the binoculars to 
the harness. These short straps are long 
enough to allow the binos to be brought 

up to the eye for viewing. If required, the 
binos can be freed of these two small 
buckles in a second.

The Drover Bino Pack also has small 
pouches on the front and rear on both 
sides. These are large enough to carry 
smaller essential items. For me, that 

front pouch. In the side pouches there 
is room for my Garmin mini-GPS (Global 
Positioning System), a PLB (Personal 
Locator Beacon) and my reading glasses. 
Really, you are limited only by your imagi-
nation in what small bits of kit you could 
carry here. What I particularly like is that 
the items I do carry in the Drover Bino Pack 
are those that are most of the time deep in 
various pockets of my clothing and awk-
ward to access in a hurry.

Of course, the main duty of the pack 
is to keep your binoculars securely pro-
tected but ready for instant use, and the 
Drover Bino Pack does that perfectly. A 

The Drover
Don Caswell holds it together with this handy Spika Bino Pack

The Spika Drover Bino Pack conveniently holds 
Don’s binoculars and other essentials.

Two short, detachable straps secure 
your binos to the main harness.
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Secure your gun
Secure your sport

ssaa.org.au

2022 Online brochure 
available now!

• A full list of state firearms registries

• Safe firearms storage

• Explanation of firearms categories

• A comprehensive catalogue of firearm 
safes available in Australia ranging from 
small to large for firearm owners, to 
extra-large for businesses, clubs and 

serious collectors

• Full contact details of safe distributors

ssaa.org.au/publications/secure-your-gun-secure-your-sport

The camo on my pack is Spika’s Biarri pattern and it also comes in 
Olive. The pack is robustly made with high-quality construction and 

the years it will develop that well-used look while remaining per-
fectly functional. The RRP of the Spika Drover Bino Pack is $129.95.

The Spika website states that the Drover Bino Pack is made 
from brushed tricot over a 1000 denier (D) nylon base. The clips 

treated for weather resistance. 
This bino pack from Spika is only one item from an extensive 

array of backpacks, daypacks and more in their Drover series. All 
are made to the same standards of quality using the best available 

Spika have a wide collection of other outdoor gear, gun safes 
and accessories. Their website spika.com.au is well worth brows-
ing. Spika gear is available from their online store and from a wide 
gamut of Aussie retail outlets.   .

quick access to the binoculars.



Trying to get two people to line their 
work/life schedules up is like trying 
to win Lotto sometimes, especially 
when both own businesses. 

This is what happens most times when 
I try to hunt with my mate Warrick. We 
grew up as teenagers together in Victoria, 
shooting at the local clay target club.

However, our planned visit to a property 
for some venison actually panned out. We 
decided to include two Ruger M77s - a .22 
WMR and. 17 HMR - for some small game 
hunting, should the deer action be slow.

We made the long journey to the prop-
erty knowing the forecast on this trip was 
to be -3°C with wind chill on top of that. 

Nearest and deerest
We arrived at our camp spot and greeted 

during the previous days and my chainsaw 
had decided not to work, even though it 
had been serviced the week before.

After an hour of pulling it apart and copi-
ous amounts of swearing, we concluded 

the start – we were not impressed.
Once the chainsaw was running, I went 

like a madman and didn’t stop until we had 
a pile of wood that would last at least a 
couple of nights. The wood was still damp, 
so Warrick showed me a trick with half a 
Coke can and some petrol.

He placed the can in the middle of the 

to the top. Next, we put all the wet timber 
over the top of the can, then carefully 
lit the petrol. It proceeded to burn like 
a candle as only so much oxygen could 

-

implementing this handy trick and I will be 
sure not to forget it. 

At early afternoon it was time to 
quickly check the zero on both the Ruger 

mounted torches for an evening mission. I 
quickly worked out my .22 WMR liked the 
Hornady 30gr V-Max ammo and the 45gr 
CCI hollow points.

sun was starting to get low in the sky. We 
grabbed our deer hunting gear and went 
for a walk. Working the fringe of the bush, 
it wasn’t long before I spotted a mob of 
fallow deer feeding in front of us. The hunt 
was on!

The wind was working from our left and 
the deer were feeding up into the wind. Our 
aim was to close the gap from plus 800m 
down to something under 300m and maxi-
mise the number of animals we could drop 
before they bolted out of sight.

There was 500m of cleared paddock 
to cross with some long grass patches. I 
made sure we used these patches to our 
advantage, keeping the one stand of trees 
in between us and where the fallow deer 
were heading towards.

Ben Smith and his mate maximise their frosty getaway to 
land a bounty of fresh venison 

The frosty grass as the sun rose.

12   Australian Hunter12   Australian Hunter



We made it undetected to our stand of 
trees. I ranged the clearing where the deer 
were to just over 200m. Our heart rates 
were up due to the intensity of the stalk 
and amount of ground we had to cover in 
such a short space of time.

On this hunt, Warrick had his Sauer 
in .243 Win and I had my .264 Win Mag. 
Gunsmith Allan Swan had recently 
rebarrelled my Winchester Model 70 that 
was a .300 Win Mag down to the .264 Win 
Mag and I was keen to see how it would 
perform in the semi-open country.

I put Warrick into position and backed 
him up. At his shot deer went everywhere. 
In the chaos I could only acquire one clear 
shot. We waited before heading over to 
see what was on the ground. 

After a short mission, we found two deer 
down. We couldn’t tell who shot which, 
but it was better than going home empty-
handed. We butchered the deer under 
headlamps and walked a few kilometres 
back to camp with smiles on our faces. It’s 
always good to have runs on the board on 

remaining days.
On the walk back, a not-so-smart hare 

stopped and propped in the middle of the 
track under Warrick’s headlamp. At 100m, 
I lined up my .264 Win Mag and after the 
noise and smoke cleared the hare had 
been despatched.

I shot a fox and eight rabbits while Warrick 
took a bag of rabbits, all within a few hun-
dred metres of camp. The grass had already 
started freezing and it wasn’t long before 
we retired to our swags for the night. 
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Ben’s Ruger .22 WMR took a rabbit late in the trip.

precisely to land fallow deer.
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Early to rise, we awoke to a frozen land-
scape. After a hot coffee we headed back 
down to a similar area where we had seen 
the deer the previous afternoon. I pur-
posely made sure we were walking slowly 
through the cold shadows and glassing up 
into the sunny country.

After about an hour’s slow stalking 
through the frosty grass, I spotted the 
legs of several deer as they stood under 
a low tree branch in the sun. I could tell 
they were nervous and knew something 
wasn’t right. Their body language looked 
like they were about to bolt at any instant.

Then for a split second I felt the light-
est breeze upon my neck. While looking 
through my binoculars, the fallow deer 
all tensed up and took off in the opposite 
direction. I knew which way they were 
headed and thought I may be able to 
intercept them by going up and around 
the nearest hill.

Over 30 minutes had elapsed as Warrick 
and I climbed for elevation. We arrived at 
the spot where I thought some of the deer 
might be hiding. It worked as I spotted a 
smaller mob getting ready to bed down 
in the morning sun and ward off any chills 
from the night.

the distance. It was just over 500m. Again, 
wanting to maximise our chances, we 
edged slowly downhill to a rocky outcrop 
which was 300m from the bedded deer.

This cold morning, Warrick had left 
his Sauer .243 Win in camp and brought 
along his Austrian Strasser in .270 Win. The 
Strasser was new to him and he was keen 
to ‘blood it’ on some deer.

We made a quick plan, realising there 
were more deer bedded under the trees 

to head to my left and attempt to intercept 
any deer that came past him at the sound 
of my shot. It was a small, open valley 
which was perfect for an ambush.

I could see a big-bodied fallow buck 
scraping away at the base of a large tree. 
My binoculars showed his antlers to be 
below par and non-typical. But he was in 
good condition and the best presented for 
a shot out of all the deer.

My berth on the rocky outcrop afforded 
me a good view of the deer plus any 
escape routes they may take at the sound 
of my shot. I rested the Winchester on my 

Zeiss scope to 12 power and took a breath. 
I closed my eyes for a second and when I 

opened them the cross-hairs were placed 
perfectly on the fallow buck’s heart/lung 
area. Squeezing the crisp trigger, I felt it 
break and the shot went off. The shot felt 
good and indeed it was. 

The buck lurched forwards and hit the 
ground, with minimal struggle he was 
down. At this point, deer were running 

spotted through my scope a younger doe 
staring at my downed fallow buck. Boom! 
Down she went.

Suddenly a small mob of eight fallow 
deer bolted up the track in the valley below 
me. They were no further than 80m away 
and I still had my scope wound up to 12x 

and turned the scope down to whatever 

Working the action one more time, 
the deer skidded to a halt, hearing the 
mechanical clank through the still morning 
air. This was the perfect opportunity for me 
and I picked a plump young fallow doe and 

The doe collapsed while the remain-
der of the mob all turned in the opposite 
direction and bolted down towards where 
Warrick had headed. Fingers crossed... 

Nearest and deerest

Warrick with one of his fallow does 
taken in the frosty conditions.

It’s a good feeling knowing your freezer 
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-
tiple shots from his Strasser at the deer. I 
hoped he had managed to take one, with 
all the commotion I just heard. I waited for 

and daypack to head down towards him.
I found my fallow doe lying in the frost 

covered grass below a stand of trees. 
At least with these temperatures there 
wasn’t too much of a worry about the 
meat going off.

I spotted Warrick 300m away dragging a 
large fallow doe downhill to a shady patch 
of grass. The morning sun was beginning 
to rise above the trees, but everything was 
still so cold from the night before.

Warrick had managed to shoot three 
fallow does. We well and truly had the 

rest of the morning. I made a quick phone 
call to the farmer and explained the situa-
tion, as we had left our buggy back in camp 
at his request due to how wet the pad-
docks were.

We walked all the way back to our camp 
and met the farmer, who was sat waiting 
on his quad bike with a big grin on his face. 
Grabbing the buggy keys, we went down 

been shot. 

mine were down in a big patch of deadfall 
timber, which made for an interesting time 
trying to gain access to the animals for 
butchering. We took all the prime cuts and 
by the time we arrived back at camp with 
all the meat, some given to the farmer, we 
were absolutely exhausted.

We had a quiet one that night and shot 
a few more rabbits near camp, packed 
up early in the morning and headed our 

free-range venison.   .

Nearest and deerest
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Warrick under the full moon with his Ruger M77.

Ben was pleased to be back 
out hunting with his mate 

for fallow deer.



 

The Australian Game Cookbook

Field to Fork  
Second Helpings

More awards
Named as one of the top two meat 
cookbooks in the 2022 Gourmand 
World Cookbook Awards and the 
winner of the 2021 Best Meat 
Cookbook – Australia award, Field to 
Fork – Second Helpings is the perfect 
addition to your cooking library.

Order at onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
$49.95 Includes Free Postage!

for  Field to Fork!

Roasted rabbit legs with 
bacon and almonds
Page 15

OVER 50 RECIPES
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During a lengthy drive home from 
a successful hunt, ample time 
gave rise to some thoughts on 
how to prepare and cook some 

freezer. It had been quite a bit of time 
since I was last able to hunt deer, due to 
COVID lockdowns and unseasonable wet 
weather. So, it is great to once again have a 
good quantity of venison cuts to cook and 
experiment with new ideas and break away 
from the other staple recipes to see what I 
come up with.

Enter the French connection where the 
sous vide (under vacuum) method of cook-
ing is one that I have built up some experi-
ence with in preparing beef and lamb. Now, 
with a good supply of venison, it’s time to 
put previous experiences to the test with 
game meat.

In a nutshell, sous vide cooking boils 
down to placing a cut of seasoned/mari-
nated meat into a plastic bag and removing 
all of the air from within. A tabletop food 
saver machine or cryovac chamber type 
device is the preferred routine for this job.

With the meat prepped and vacuum 
packed, it’s time for the actual process. 
There are many models of sous vide 
machines on the market, but they all work 
on the same principle in that the food is 
immersed in a strictly temperature-con-
trolled water bath for the required time. 

venison, I chose a section of backstrap. 
Other cuts would work well too, but thicker 
pieces require longer preparation times.

Camp Kitchen

Venison with a French twist
Paul Barker gets experimental with his game meat and the result is simply delicious

Ingredients
• 

the number of folk dining
• Virgin olive oil spray
• Fresh ground black pepper
• Salt of your choice
• Garlic powder
• Thyme leaves, fresh or dried
• Vegetable oil (for cooking)

Method
The preparation for this dish is fairly simple 
and straightforward. First up, remove any 
of the silver tissue from the backstrap. This 
will prevent the meat from going banana 
shaped as it cooks.

Next, apply a light coating of the olive 
oil to all surfaces of the meat to help bind 
the dry ingredients, preventing them from 
dropping off.

For taste, smear the black pepper, salt, 
garlic powder and thyme leaves to all sur-
faces and gently rub them into the meat.

be wise to go easy on all but the salt when 
adding the spices.

Now it’s time to place the meat in a suit-
able bag for the type of vac machine you 
have and remove the air. It’s a good idea to 
allow the meat to come up to room tem-
perature before starting the cooking phase. 
This will also allow the seasoning a bit of 
time to work its magic.

When hunting venison for the table, it’s 
great to have a choice.

The simple ingredients required for this tasty dish.
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Setting the appropriate temperature and 
time duration to achieve the desired done-
ness is the key to a perfectly cooked piece 
of meat using the sous vide mode.

I looked to my previous results with beef 

was programmed to 58 degrees Centigrade 
and the timer set for 50 minutes. Once the 
desired temperature is reached, it is a simple 
matter of placing the bag into the water and 
activating the timer.

When the allotted time has elapsed, the 
bag is taken from the machine and the meat 
removed then allowed to rest for approxi-
mately 10 minutes. It’s a good practice to 
pat the meat dry with a paper towel prior to 
the last phase in the process - searing.

Sous vide meat, when removed from 
the bag, can look a little anaemic but don’t 
be put off by this as the searing stage will 
change that appearance to an appetising, 
almost charred, exterior.

While the venison is resting, it’s time to 
heat up a heavy cast iron or similar pan. The 
key here is to have the pan smoking hot 
before adding a small amount of vegetable 
oil. Canola oil is a good choice, as olive oil 

With the pan and oil smoking, add the 
venison and sear top, bottom and sides 
for about 30 seconds on each. The aim is 

about a millimetre or two thick to bring 
out the Maillard reaction, without further 
cooking the meat.

attempt with sous vide venison would be 
an under-statement. It came out perfectly. 
Beginner’s luck, maybe? The result was 

level of doneness was a tad on the rare side 
of medium rare. 

This all might read as a testimonial to 
the sous vide style of precision cooking, 
but it certainly opens up new possibilities 
for game meats. The great thing about this 
technique is it’s 100 per cent repeatable 
once you establish the temperature and 
time for your desired degree of doneness. 
It means no more guesswork and overdone 
or undercooked meat and with minimal 
hands-on attention.    .

Prime venison backstrap with a modest 
coating of the spice rub.

The seasoned backstrap vacuum sealed ready. 

Extremely hot rapid searing to create 
the Maillard reaction adds another layer 

– all trademarks of the sous vide style. 



In part 2 of 2, Wayne Kampe covers how 

Being a
bowhunter 
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Wayne has taken countless boars over the 
years with his trusty compound bow.
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Starting at the beginning is always 
good. Hopefully you will have read 
how to get started in issue 81 of 
Australian Hunter and have a bow, 

tight target groups, sharpened broadheads 

to think seriously about hunting.
But before putting on the backpack and 

gently walking off into the grass, let’s look 
at a few things. As always, a landowner’s 
permission to hunt is mandatory. Next, 
we can only hunt feral animals. Native 
animals and birds are taboo but deer, wild 
goats and pigs are fair game, as are buf-
faloes and bantengs.

A quick recap on hunting deer
There are currently no seasonal regula-
tions governing deer hunting in New 
South Wales. An R-licence applies if hunt-
ing public land, although a permit is not 
required on private property. In Victoria, 
a permit to hunt is required – with no 
closed season except for hog deer – while 
all hunting bows must have a 50lb draw 
weight. Queensland’s deer hunters require 
only a landowner’s permission. All bow-
hunting is banned in Tasmania. No matter 
your state or territory, if in doubt, check 

Prior to lining up the sights on a feral 
animal we need to be within our own 

comfortable bow range, the distance 
where an accurate shot can be taken with 
some certainty. For the experts among us 
it can be as far off as 50 or more metres. 
However, most bowhunters will be content 
with somewhere between 20m and 40m 

is that few animals willingly allow us to 
approach so closely, which is why learning 
how to narrow the gap is vital 

And it’s no good just talking about stalk-
ing as this is a serious business. We all 
understand that animals rely on all three 
senses to detect danger, so we walk as 
silently as possible into the breeze wear-
ing camo apparel but there’s another 

aspect maybe not all are aware of. Virtually 
every game animal has some degree of 
awareness of other creatures - plus birds 
– in their vicinity to assist in survival. If 
something nearby suddenly hops, trots or 
squawks - lots of the ferals sense danger.

Interestingly, the situational awareness 
varies greatly according to the species 
involved but deer are the absolute masters 
of this craft. A total lack of domestication 
makes them far more switched on than 
pigs and goats - which are generation-
ally removed farm animals turned feral 
– resulting in alertness levels being conse-
quently higher. This makes taking one with 

A stag will usually visit fallow 
scrapes around mid-morning.

A fallow deer pad - when new to an area, checking 
out the fences will soon reveal if deer are about.

Older rubbed trees - the stag has 
likely left this paddock. 
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Thinking laterally, if a bowhunter can bag 
a deer, other feral animals should come 
easier, so let’s take a closer look at the 
tactical side of deer stalking and transfer 
the tactics to other game animals along 
the way.

Animal traits
To successfully hunt with bow and arrow 
there must be good cover. How else might 
we move within arrow range of our quarry? 
However, with deer, it’s a fact that they 
prefer to be in areas of cover so it’s a win/
win all-round. 

Goats also like cover, but pigs can be dif-
ferent. Often right out in an open area at 

after sunrise, so if the wind’s good the canny 
hunter will be waiting with the bow ready.

After early morning feeding many ani-
mals will bed for a spell. Pigs can go very 
early, goats sometimes later after having a 

morning or a little earlier.
Surprisingly, deer often bed looking 

downwind and while it’s a bit disconcerting 
moving towards an animal that seems to 
be looking in your direction, the trick is to 
watch the head. Nodding a bit? Dozing off? 
The clue is to go in close by moving slowly 

and using cover and just wait (and then wait 
-

cult to successfully drive an arrow into the 
boiler room of a bedded animal. 

Finding game
When hunting deer in particular, one of 
the hardest aspects is actually under-
standing they are in a given area, espe-
cially if the block is new to the hunter. 
Goats are noisy, pigs can make an 
almighty mess of things but while deer 
are discreet, checking out a fence line 
will usually indicate their presence. Damp 
areas will reveal tracks, too. During the rut 
those rubbed trees, a red stag’s wallows 
and scrapes from feisty fallow bucks are 
promising signs as well.

Knowing where to look for game animals 
usually comes with acquired knowledge of 
the local terrain. Generally, deer in the hills 
prefer feeding in southern sides of gullies 
where herbage is sweetest, yet on cold 
winter mornings they will gravitate towards 
the sunny side of an area. That’s great as 
we hunters like the warmth too. Goats feed 
where it suits them, as do pigs, so it comes 
down to walk and stalk, plus staying alert.

In the timbered hills and valleys, bin-
oculars are vital to check out surroundings 

before moving forward. With deer, quite 
often one won’t be seen in entirety - maybe 

a bit of colour that was not there an instant 
previously. Further scrutiny is then vital.

Pigs and noisy goats are easy enough to 

deer are concerned, what you see is often 
not the whole picture, especially in heavy 
cover. A stag – except during the rut – 
might be by himself but mobs of hinds can 
spread over a fair area. It certainly pays to 
have the wind right and be thorough in 
working out where all animals are before 
committing to a stalk.

The height advantage
In hilly country, deer seldom look upwards 
unless a careless foot fall cracks a stick to 
alert them, so it pays to maintain height 
advantage according to wind direction. 

Being a bowhunter

Fresh red stag tracks at a wallow will 
have a hunter’s blood pumping.

A Brisbane Valley red stag taken with Wayne's 
compound bow. 
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Goats can be similarly hunted, too, and 
when either animals are discovered feed-
ing below, it’s time to slide down on the 
backside through the grass or behind 
whatever cover is there to move within 
accurate bow range.

At this stage it’s arguably more impor-
tant to see where the next footstep will 

-
ing the quarry. When close it’s also worth 
spending time carefully seeing which 
animals are lifting their heads and looking 
around for movement, then going forward 
only when all heads are down.

Note that if a slow movement is detected, 
so long as the breeze holds good and there’s 
no noise involved, the alerted animal might 
lose interest in a few minutes after just 

standing and watching, so long as the hunter 
can keep still. There are no guarantees.

Stealth mode has you close
Plan every stalk carefully. Crackly leaves 
and the like must be avoided, even if it 
means extensive detours. It’s a given that 
any other animals, including livestock, 
must also be avoided at all costs lest they 
move suddenly and ruin the stalk. Goats 
and pigs will bolt at seeing frightened roos 
or wallabies taking off but seldom go too 
far. On the other hand, alerted deer will 
simply run until they put a ridge behind 
them. Birds, particularly butcherbirds, will 
perch above a hunter in full camo gear 
and set up strident alarm calls with a ven-
geance. Patience is needed and the birds 

will eventually lose interest so long as the 
hunter again keeps quite still. 

Something I’ve learned over the years is 
to always have an arrow on the string when 
about to top a ridge or move out of a gully 
or creek bed to survey previously obscured 
terrain. Keeping the wind good and making 
every effort to ensure the approach is as 
smooth and as quiet as possible will often 
mean that game is suddenly within range 
and totally unaware of the hunter.

Hunting the rut
The rut is a prime time to hunt deer and if 
bushcraft has been worked on beforehand, 
it’s by no means impossible to take a stag. 
Learned tactics such as moving slowly 
without sound, wearing full camo (with 
face mask), both having been pre-washed 

assess a situation can all lead to an oppor-
tunity for a shot.

Admittedly, a stag holding hinds can be 
a tough stalking proposition but if he hears 

-
ally it’s over a doe – he’s odds-on to come 
for a quick look to see if he might pinch 
that doe while the stoush is on. Clashing 
cast antlers can do the trick to coax one in 
within arrow range but the hunter must be 
concealed well and an arrow pre-nocked 
as both reds and fallow can move aston-
ishingly quick during the rut. 

When a stag is roaring well a stalk 
approach can be successful if the hunter 
moves forward during each roar. Hinds 
cannot hear much over that ruckus so it’s 
possible to even move quite quickly if out 
of sight and the breeze is friendly. Sneaking 
past those hinds can then be an issue but 
stags will often move unexpectedly, espe-
cially when chasing a reluctant doe or an 
interloper. That’s when a chance can occur.

Being a bowhunter

bow and arrow when he was 15. 

Bows and boars are a great combination.
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Wait for the shot
When the stalk has been successful, don’t 
let elation push in the way of making a 
perfect killing shot. Do not make the mis-
take of trying an ‘iffy’ shot. That arrow must 
take out both lungs (and the heart as well if 
possible) so waiting for the right opportu-
nity, when the quarry is side-on or slightly 
quartering away, is vital. Goats and deer 
arrowed just behind the front leg, in the 
lower half of the body, are never going far.

Immense penetration damage and lac-
eration to the lungs or heart will see a rapid 
and ethical kill. It’s then best to wait a short 
while to allow the animal to expire in dig-
nity. By all means go to look for the arrow, 
or the start of the blood trail if necessary. 
But do so discreetly. Rushing forward might 

panicked last-gasp move into impenetra-
ble terrain or the neighbour’s land.

Pigs are somewhat different. They 
have lungs and heart located behind the 
front shoulder so the arrow needs to be 
equipped with a sharp broadhead and 
delivered side-on through the shoulder 
for best effect.

Arrows penetrating side-on are certain 
killers. Never chance things and attempt 
a front-on shot because breast bones can 

-
ting a tiny twig en route to the animal.

So those are some of the tactics involved 
in the making of a successful bowhunter. 
Like all hunting endeavours a bit of luck 
sure can carry the day but the better you 
become at stalking and assessing animal 
behaviour, the luckier you will become.   .

Being a bowhunter

Scott Kampe developed his 
bowhunting skills from a young age.

Now in its 6th edition, the Comprehensive 
Guide to Hunting and Shooting in Australia is a 
complete resource for anyone wanting to take 
up shooting as a hobby or sport.

Specific tips and advice for rifle shooting, 
shotgunning and handgunning.

We go through the 20 types of shooting 
disciplines within the SSAA in detail and outline 
how you can get involved. There is something 
for every shooter and taste.

Invaluable for anyone 
taking up shooting!

154 pages
$10.95

IS
SU

E SIX AVAILABLE AT

onlineshop.ssaa.or
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Federal Ammunition recently cel-
ebrated their centenary. The com-
pany was established in 1922 in 
Anoka, Minnesota. Since then, the 

group has grown and innovated to become 
one of the world’s largest manufacturers 
of sporting ammunition. Federal produces 

pistol ammunition. In Australia, Federal is 
distributed by Nioa, who provided a selec-
tion for testing.

-

offer a huge choice, over many calibres, 
for hunters and sport shooters. They have 
more than 70 calibres, varying from .17 
Hornet up to .500 Nitro Express, including 
a number of European calibres as well. 

Apart from their own projectiles, 
Federal offer premium projectiles for 
hunting and target shooting. Recognised 
brands include Barnes, Berger, 
Buckmaster, Hornady, Nosler, Sierra, 
Speer, Swift, Trophy and Woodleigh.

Over the years I have tried quite a few 
Federal factory ammunition options in a 
variety of calibres. In all those, invariably 
I was able to achieve MOA performance, 
or better. Currently, in my bolt-action 

dogs, I have settled on the Federal Fusion 
95-grain loading. The reason I chose the 
Fusion is that, apart from MOA accuracy, 
the chemical bonding of core to jacket 
assures the projectile has high weight 
retention and good penetration for any 
boar I might encounter while chasing dogs.

If I was solely chasing pests up to the size 
of wild dogs, I would unhesitatingly opt for 
the Federal 80-grain soft-point loading in 
.243 Win, which I found shoots sub-MOA 

point offering in .243 Win which would be 

MINI-REVIEW
Don Caswell

ideal for pigs, goats and deer. These stan-
dard factory soft-point loadings offer top-
notch accuracy and results at a modest 
price compared to the more expensive 
premium projectiles. The packets of these 
soft-point loadings handily show silhou-
ettes of the game they are suited for.

Another Federal loading that performed 
excellently for me is their American 
Eagle hollow-point in .308 Win and 6.5 
Creedmoor. Like I said, in my testing I 
have invariably been happy with the vari-
ous projectile types and calibres. Federal 
ammo can be found on the shelves of 
gunshops everywhere.   .

Landmark for Federal 
Ammunition

Don uses Federal Fusions 
in .243 Win for hunting 

wild dogs and boars.

American Eagle has proved to be a sub-MOA 
performer for Don in a variety of calibres.

These standard Federal soft-point loadings in .243 
Win shot well for Don. 
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Some say you can never have 
enough knives. I wholeheartedly 
agree, albeit with a little voice in 
the back of my head asking me 

when I expect to use them all. 
This rings particularly true for a number 

of the specialised meat processing and 
hunting knives I own and only take out on 
rare occasions. However, I carry folding 
knives almost everywhere I go, provided it 
is legal to do so. Among my favourite fold-
ers are Ruike knives, like the Ruike P108, 
reviewed in issue 76 of Australian Hunter. 
Many of my other knives are considerably 
more expensive and have fancier steels or 
names that are better known. 

Jan Kaptein can’t keep his hands off this folding knife from Spyderco 

These include my Spyderco knives. Even 
if you have never heard of the name itself, 
there is a good chance you will have seen 
one in your local shop. The way to identify 
Spyderco folders is the big thumb hole 
in the blade that is used to open them. 
Well, that or the eight-legged critter that 
appears on their products. To me it looks 
like a tick. 

While many of their models are made in 
the United States and priced accordingly, 
they have a few entry level models that are 
outsourced to China and use cheaper blade 
steels. One of these is the Tenacious. This 
is a medium-sized folder that to all intents 
and purposes looks much like its fancier 

brethren. If, like myself, you are willing to 
look past the ‘China’ that is engraved on 
one side of the blade, it is a knife that is 
certainly worth your consideration.

For more than 40 years, Spyderco has 
operated out of Golden, Colorado. The 
company was founded in 1976 and intro-

that time, they have focused on manufac-
turing innovative products. Their catalogue 
includes a wide array of knives, tools and 
accessories. Spyderco offers a limited life-
time warranty that ‘covers the owner of a 
genuine Spyderco product for the life of the 
product.’ While the life of a product is some-
what subjective, I have never had an issue 

The belt clip and round hole.



with any of my Spyderco knives and expect 
that you will not have any trouble having 
things sorted if your knife is defective.

The Spyderco Tenacious comes in a 
variety of styles. You can obtain the knife 
in different colours as well as plain, com-
pletely or partly serrated versions. My 
particular knife has a plain edge and black 
G10 handles. The model reference for the 
knife in this review is C122GP. I picked it 
up at a trade show a couple of years back 

on par with many of their American-made 

The biggest difference is the blade 
steel used. The Tenacious has a blade 
made of 8Cr13MoV steel. This is a lower 
end Chinese-made stainless steel, similar 
to Japanese AUS 8. It has a sheepsfoot 
(drop point) shape and measures 86mm 
by 32mm. Width across the spine is 3.1mm 

-
all length of the knife is 197mm when 
opened and 113mm closed. 

The blade is easy to open using its round 
hole and when open it is secured in place 
by a liner lock. There’s some jimping on 
the back of the blade and the belt clip can 
be used in four positions. The knife comes 
in at 117 grams, which is about average for 
this size. Everything is held together with 
Torx screws and it is not too complicated 
to disassemble the knife for cleaning or to 
change the handles. 

away as one of the budget products in 
the Spyderco line-up. Upon close inspec-
tion, you will notice a few things. First off, 
there’s the engraving. The blade steel is 
cheaper and the opposite side of the blade 
sports ‘China’. Besides that, the G10 scales 

on the handle do not quite align with the 
metal edge of the frame, but there are no 
sharp or uncomfortable edges. 

Out of the box, my knife was reasonably 
sharp, so I quickly touched it up on a stone. 
While 8Cr13MoV may not have the great-
est edge retention qualities, it is easy to 
sharpen, further facilitated by the fact that 
the Tenacious has a straight edge. There was 
no play in the blade, the liner lock does a 
great job at securing the blade and the belt 
clip came installed for right-handed use 
with the tip down. Just the way I like it as I 
am right-handed and carrying the knife tip-
down reduces the risk of injury.

place in my pack and pocket as often as 
it does. Somehow, the design stays out of 
your way and the knife just works. When 
out hunting, I mainly use it to skin animals 
and prepare meals. Due to the blade shape, 
I do not use it a great deal when processing 
meat as I prefer narrower and often slightly 
longer blades for that.

The straight grind makes the blade nice 
to slice and dice potatoes or peel an apple 
while the round thumb hole, which argu-
ably looks somewhat odd, works really 
well. I do have to admit that I mostly carry 
the Tenacious on single day or overnight 
trips. For longer trips or forays into more 

-
eral, or at least knives that use blade steels 
with better edge retention. 

Of course, you can easily touch up 
the Tenacious, but it is a pain when you 
are skinning a large animal to have to 
wipe down and sharpen your knife while 

I also employ the knife as an everyday 
carry (EDC). With the compact blade, the 
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Looking sharp. 
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Tenacious is legal in most countries and 
it is affordable enough to toss in your 
checked luggage without worrying about 
it disappearing. 

If you are not a leftie and don’t ever 
disassemble the Tenacious, there is a fairly 

-
ence between it and the more premium 
Spyderco knives (besides the steel used). 
However, if you are left-handed or dis-
assemble your knives, there are a few 
things that you will discover. If you like 
to carry your knife on a pocket clip with 
the tip down, you will fault the design of 
the Tenacious (and some other Spyderco 
knives for that matter). The clip attaches 

the liner to disengage the blade lock. There 
is enough room to unlock the blade, but 
repeated use may become uncomfortable.

Disassembly is revealing too. Machining 
on the frame and insides of the handle 
scales is mediocre at best, it does not seem 
like any effort has been made to hide this 
either. There are burrs, blemishes and 
uneven machining over most of the parts. 
The phosphor bronze washers are thin (two 
on either side). 

The studs that hold the frame together 
are of different kinds - some screws seem 
to have a dab of Loctite, others do not, and 
so forth. Is this a problem? Realistically, 
no. However, if you like well-made prod-
ucts with attention to detail like I do, it is 
a shame. That said, screw everything back 
together and things look just peachy again. 

Now where does all this leave us? As 
mentioned, I really do like my Spyderco 
Tenacious and use it a lot more than I had 
anticipated. Particularly on daytrips and for 
general camping or everyday carry, it is a 
compact knife that is easy to keep sharp. 

My personal niggles with the machining 
will go unnoticed as long as you do not 
disassemble the knife and have so far in 
no way impeded its use. The pocket clip 
being in the way of the liner lock for the 
lefties who like to carry their knife tip-
down is not likely to affect many hunters 
and as said, the lock can still be disen-
gaged. You just don’t have full access to 
it, so no drama. 

Does that mean you ought to forego the 
fancier offerings by Spyderco and just go 
with the Tenacious? If you intend to throw 
your knife in your checked luggage or only 
use it for relatively light chores, I do not 
really see a reason not to. 

If you, like myself, spend longer peri-
ods of time away from home or process 

knives are certainly worth consideration, 
if only for the better edge retention of 
the blade steels used. All up, I would not 
hesitate to recommend the Spyderco 
Tenacious, it’s a useful knife at an acces-
sible price, particularly when on sale. 

Visit spyderco.com or a local supplier like 
knifesupplies.com.au for Spyderco’s range 
of products, pricing and availability.   .

Dimensions closed/open: 
113mm/197mm
Type of blade steel: 8Cr13MoV
Hardness: 59 HRC
Style and grind: Plain edge, flat grind
Blade shape: Sheepsfoot (drop point)
Blade dimensions: 86mm x 32mm x 
3.1mm
Opening system: Thumb hole
Lock: Liner lock
Material handle: G10
Pocket clip: Yes, tip- up and down (left 
and right)
Weight: 117 grams
Price: Upwards of $90

It’s Tenacious

The Tenacious is easy to disassemble, but 
machining could be better.

The belt clip is in the way of the liner for 
left-handed carry (tip-down).



 

“Let us make it easy for you to get
the insurance cover you need.”

Megan Spiniello | General Manager SSAA Insurance Brokers

     Before you renew any of your insurance policies 
call us for an obligation FREE quote.

because we’re not only Professional Insurance Advisers but 
SSAA members as well.

 

 

     So before you renew any of your insurance policies talk 
to my team – We’ll make it easy for you with  
personalised service and we will invest lots of time and 

*   SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd  | | |

General
Insurance
Brokers

All General Insurances

Travel Trade BusinessProfessional

NSW / QLD / ACT

Call: 0455 777 685*
ali@ssaains.com.au

SA / WA / VIC / TAS & NT

Call: 0478 007 614*
nadia@ssaains.com.au

Meet Megan and the team
at SSAA Insurance Brokers.

A SSAA Member
Advantage



32   Australian Hunter32   Australian Hunter

This ram was taken because it had an 



The global pandemic threw travel 
plans out of the window for many 
hunters. But for me, out of the 
blue, my mate Scottie Dempster 

phoned. He had been in contact with an 

deer stags across the ditch in the Land of 
the Long White Cloud’s South Island. Was I 
interested? I quickly agreed to the venture.

We discussed the details, setting our 
plans for the middle of the roar. We had 
also been told that there were some good 
fallow in the area. Topping the whole deal 
off, if time permitted, we would hunt an 
Arapawa ram each.

The vagaries of international border 
restrictions meant that the trip was 
delayed. We eventually arrived in 
Queenstown with a day spare for sight-
seeing. Then we travelled to Glen Dene 
Hunting & Fishing. Glen Dene is positioned 
on approximately a 4km wide and 30km 
long land mass, separating Lake Hawea 
and Lake Wanaka. Roughly 1km depth of 
land is private land, with the rest public 
land. Providing a picturesque but rugged 
hunting area, it requires the landowners’ 
consent before accessing public land. 

Mick Chapman returns from The Land of the 
Long White Cloud with majestic trophies and 
everlasting friendships 

Our hosts at Glen Dene were Richard and 
Sarah Burdon, who made us feel welcome 
and appreciated. The head guide, an expat 
South African, Raynardt van der Merwe, 
was ably assisted by Will Pinckney, a young 
local extremely keen on hunting.

Though I love deer hunting, the real 
intrigue for me would be the chasing of 
a feral recognised worldwide as a game 
animal, the Arapawa ram. It is a breed of 
sheep thought to have been placed on the 
Arapawa Island 200 years ago as a food 
source for whalers. Derived from a strain 
of Merino sheep, it was probably bred in 
Australia. However, there have been sug-
gestions the species may have been intro-
duced from the Middle East.

Lighter and leaner than domestic sheep 
with longer legs, a shoulder height for a 
ram is about 780mm, with weight around 
60kg. With the classic Arapawa ram trophy 
supporting 1-1.5 horn curl, it is not unusual 
to see two full twists. It is an extremely 
active breed of sheep adapting to new 
mountainous surrounds exceptionally well.

Talking with friends who had hunted 
Arapawa rams, I was warned that they were 
tough. It is hard to imagine, as they look so 
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much like domestic sheep, but these little 
blighters have a tenacity that will abso-
lutely dumbfound many hunters. 

Scottie and I had soon each taken a 
quality red stag. But side hilling proved 

injured ankle. 
Scott was hunting fallow bucks with 

Raynardt while Will guided me for Arapawa 
rams. We had driven some 20km from our 
lodgings before turning off the main road, 
through locked gates to the boundary of 
the property near the mountain’s foothills.

As we arrived, rays of sunlight were 
dispersing the darkness. The cold climate 
ensured trees were basically nonexistent, 
so a mob of red deer which had a young 
stag in its midst was spotted. We stalked to 
some rocks then photographed what could 
be a future monarch. 

Without warning, an inconsequential 
zephyr tickled the naps of our necks, as the 

for a few minutes, we began glassing the 
mountains in front of us. In the early morn-
ing quiet the bleating of goats drifted 
down from the snowy tops. 

We had become extremely comfort-
able wallowing in the warming sun. After 
a quick reality check, we stood up and 
began retreating to our vehicle, disturb-
ing a mob of red deer that had also been 
savouring the comforting sun. Startled 
by our presence they quickly disappeared 
across the ridge line. 

We proceeded to an area Will had pre-
viously seen rams, but after glassing for 
some time there were none. Without warn-
ing the head of a ram, sunning himself, was 
seen, bedded slightly over the opposite 
ridge line. With no cover we bunkered 
down, playing the waiting game. Continuing 
to glass, we found sheep dotted over the 
hill in front of us.  

Time was our ally, with binoculars raised 
scanning for trophy quality animals but 
also admiring the spectacular views, look-
ing down to the turquoise blue lake. An 
hour had slipped by, as the sheep began 
to rise and feed. Our chosen ram, which 
was a dark brown mature animal with 

heavy horns, stood up. While lining him 
up, another previously unseen brown and 
white-faced ram appeared.

I asked Will his thoughts on the ram, 
now presenting a shot. We both came to 
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Rugged Arapawa rams
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interested in scoring, I made my decision. 
The white-faced ram would be the one. 
Obligingly, the ram accommodated me by 
standing broadside. Ranging the distance 
at 300m, I adjusted the scope for a point 
of impact.

With reticule resting on the point of the 
shoulder and gently squeezing my shot 
off, the ram jumped and disappeared from 
sight down the ridge line. Quickly gather-
ing our gear, we headed for where we last 
saw the ram. 

the ram, I began speculating he may have 
tumbled over the edge. Finally topping the 
last mound before the drop, we spotted 
the brown wool of my ram, less than half a 
metre from the precipice. 

After dragging him away it became obvi-
ous the ram was not young and sorely in 
need of a clipping. The years of roaming 
the mountains with an extremely heavy 
coat were now over. 

Eager to establish where my bullet hit, 
we were unable to uncover the entry hole 
due to the amount of wool. Once back at 
camp Will applied his knife skills removing 
the cape. With cape removed we could see 
my shot had been true, taking out a lung 
and a large chunk of heart. 

ram hunt, Scott walked into our lodg-

fallow buck. We were soon in the salt 
room looking at his glorious fallow. It was 
then I decided space could be made in 
my trophy room for another fallow. With 
some expert guidance, my fallow hunt 
also ended successfully.

A couple of days later Scott hunted 
for an Arapawa ram, searching high and 
low. My ankle was impairing my progress, 
so I sat on the side of the mountain and 
watched the hunters. The group disap-
peared then reappeared a half hour later. 
With camera in hand, I photographed the 

hunting party and beautiful lake below. 
Abruptly Will broke from the hunt-
ers, heading directly toward me. As he 
approached, he explained we were moving 
to a designated meeting point. While 
driving down the bush track, a good ram 
appeared. Unable to make radio contact, 
we waited until we had a visual contact 
with the hunters. 

We made fools of ourselves by hand-
signalling the ram’s presence, but they 
could see it. Our hunters’ return hand 
signals left us in no doubt they wanted 
us to move away. Driving to our rendez-
vous area we watched the hunt unfold. 
One well-placed shot by Scott anchored 
another trophy.

Our hunt had been successful and highly 
enjoyable. We came home having devel-
oped some new Kiwi friendships. There 
is no doubt, should the opportunity arise 
again, I will go back to The Land of the 
Long White Cloud.   .

Rugged Arapawa rams



Sometimes my projects take a while 
to see the light of day. This one 
had been in the back of my mind 
for about 30 years, so it was about 

time that I did something. Like all good 
projects, I did not rush into it but decided 
to start with a proof-of-concept. 

That meant spending a modest amount 
of money and time to test how well the 
vision met the basic goals. If that worked 
out, then I would spend more time and 
money on achieving the full project dream.

intention to spend more time hunting wild 

What has two legs, two arms, two eyes, two 
 does…

-
erties. The past decade I have been hunt-
ing the steep ridges and gullies of tropical 

either on foot or from an ATV. These vehi-
cles are great for moving about, looking 
for game. However, the noise of the motor 
alarms any wary game within a kilometre. 
I can see the electrically-powered ATVs 
gaining enormous popularity now the 
vehicle weight and price are reducing, 
along with lithium-ion technology devel-
opments (check out the Polaris Ranger EV 
review in issue 76).

For hunting in the West, what I wanted 
was a relatively low-priced, lightweight 
vehicle capable of travelling between 
one- and three-times walking speed. I also 
wanted an unhindered 360-degree view as 
I travelled silently along grazing property 
tracks, looking for undisturbed game and 
pests. One solution was the new e-bikes. 

These are robust mountain-style bicy-
cles with light but powerful lithium-ion 
batteries to provide mechanical assistance 
to the pedalling effort. The e-bikes enable 
much greater distances to be ridden 
compared to conventional bicycles, along 
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with easier travel uphill and through soft 
country. Given the price of e-bikes, and the 
need for two of them (for my wife as well), 
I was anxious not to hurry in and commit 
a substantial amount on what was an 
unproven idea.

A starting point was to go on Gumtree 
and source a reasonable second-hand 
mountain bike. That was accomplished in 
no time, and I soon had a gent’s mountain 
bike complete with the bonus of neces-
sary luggage rack and pannier carriers 
front and back. The bike was in good nick, 

with new tyres. 
The owner pointed out that the higher 

gears were a little worn from use. That did 
not worry me at all. I expected to spend 
most of my time in the lower gears anyway. 
The bike cost me $150, which I thought was 
a good price. In hindsight, I made one mis-
take and should have gone for a lady’s bike 
instead of a gent’s, for reasons that will 
soon become obvious.

I intended travelling light, much as I do 
when walking, so the challenge was how 
to accomplish that on a bicycle. First and 
foremost was working out how to carry my 

hunting backpack and that would not allow 

was not going to work. I would have to rig a 
scabbard to the rear wheel pannier frame. 
Additionally, the scabbard would need to 

its large Swarovski scope. My single-shot 

scope, has a much more compact shape. 
Ideally, a quick-detachable leather 

However, I was reluctant to spend a couple 
of hundred dollars on something that 
might not prove useful. I dug out some 
remnant pieces of plywood, rubber pad-
ding and paint and soon had a temporary 

It would have to be mounted in a near-

But, before doing that, I needed to consider 
two other bits of kit that also needed to be 
carried in that area. The next vital piece of 

gear was my Primos Trigger Stick shooting 
tripod. It would have to be set up in a way 
that allowed it to be slid out of its carrier 
for instant use. 

Additionally, I wanted to be able to use 
it off the bike as well, without removing it 
from its carrier. That required it to be in a 

near upright position as well. Before pro-

to consider my third essential item – my 

I wanted a padded box to transport the 

On ya bike!
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Using a few cable-ties, I temporarily 

PVC pipe that held the Primos Trigger Stick 
snuggly. It suddenly became apparent that 

vertically behind me would prevent me 
swinging my leg over the bicycle. In hind-
sight, I realised that a lady’s step-through 
frame would have been ideal for my pur-
pose. Anyway, that was a minor annoyance 
and not a showstopper. 

In my yard at home, the bike and its 
cargo seemed to function nicely, as I 
intended, albeit mounting and dismount-
ing the bike was a bit awkward. I had not 

was a bit wobbly, but I never fell off and 
soon it all came back to me. The seat was a 
lot harder than I remembered as a kid and 
pedalling about the yard used muscles that 
I had forgotten I owned. Over the space 
of a couple of weeks, I did more and more 
laps of the yard and soon I felt ready for 
putting the hunting bike to the test.

due to go camping and needed to replen-
ish our venison supply, so there was a 

golden opportunity. I bought a bike carrier 
from Repco and also an accessory plate 
from Main Roads to hang on that, given the 
bike rack would mask the vehicle number 
plate. Our campsite, an old favourite on 

ideal for biking. Plus, there were chital deer, 
a few feral pigs and occasional wild dogs. 
The owners were happy for us to camp 
close to the river and hunt some of their 
feral animals. We chucked the kayaks up 
on the roof rack as well. Between times 
we would indulge in some paddling on the 

The opening morning, we put the bikes 

leisurely ride along the farm track, keep-
ing an eye open for deer and any other 
game and checking the dust for fresh 
tracks. It was easy to peddle along at 
two to three times the speed of walking. 
We looked about as we rode, but also 
stopped every couple of hundred metres 
to glass the country around us. 

There were numerous close encounters 
with birds and game. I can only say that 
riding about on a mountain bike proved to 

be an outstanding success. The travelling 
was physically easy, and the only noise 
was the slight crunching sound made 
by the tyres on the dirt track. Best of all, 

undisturbed game.
However, a major problem arose in 

Queensland. In no time my supply of 
patches, and my patience, had been 
exhausted. I had expected and prepared 
for a few punctures, but nothing like the 
volume I encountered. On returning home, 
I investigated options for puncture-proof 
tyres. Solid rubber tyres can be had for 
bikes. However, my local bike shop rec-

between the tube and the tyre. The cost 
of that would be about $100 for the pair of 
wheels on a standard bike.

In the short time we were puncture-free, 
we proved the worth of bikes in quietly 
covering dirt tracks at a good speed and 
approaching game undetected. There are 
some more tests ahead, chasing wild dogs, 
but from what I have experienced, I am 

Time will tell, but a clear next step will 
be e-bikes, with suitably puncture-proofed 
tyres. Also, I will commission a couple of 

something to think about going forward.   .

On ya bike!
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Who does not love the smell of 
their hard-earned game meat 
cooking on a barbecue plate 

But the realities are that most likely 

we opt for the easy way out and cook a 
quick meal on a camp stove. There is also 
the factor that in many parts of Australia 

Visit a good camping store and you will 

the bill and the needs. Here is some handy 
advice what may suit your desires.

Arguably the most popular camping stove 
these days is the single-burner butane gas 
stove. They cost about $20 and last forever. 
They have a low, controlled heat output of 
7500 BTU/h, have Piezo ignition, are afford-

supplied but you can use the container box 
as one. However, make sure that it is far 
enough from the heat, or it may melt.

They were withdrawn from the market 
not that long ago after reports that they 
blew up under certain circumstances. And 
they did, as I have seen a mate’s stove do 
that but luckily the gas can was almost 
empty and it did little damage. 

It happened because my mate was using 

up under it and heating the whole stove 

Get your tasty game meat cooking in no time with these campsite 
stove and barbecue pointers from Dick Eussen
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-

faulty safety-release mechanism designed 
to eject the can when it overheats. Because 

-
heating can happen, especially when using 
an oversized pan or pot that directs the 
heat back down onto the canister.

After cooking, avoid any problems with it 
and wait for the stove to cool down before 
packing it away. Always remove the can-
ister during transport as there is a danger 
it may ignite due to static electricity and 
metal sparks.

been redesigned and made safer by extra 
heat protection of the canister and a rede-
signed safety device. I have a new one and 
an old model - it cooks faster. The trick 
behind these is to use pans that only cover 
the burning plate, which allows direct con-

play it safe.

Recently I purchased a twin-burner Dune 
4WD butane stove. It cost just under $100 
and saves carrying two single-burners. 
Butane gas canisters are cheap, with spe-

a canister will last two to three days when 
cooking for two people. That is good value.

The butane stove is an asset when on 
the road and you want to pull up and 
have a cuppa under a shady place. It only 
takes a few minutes to boil the billy, much 

have a choice of Gasmate, Campmaster, 
Furno, MSR, Dune, Spinifex and Oztrail 
butane stoves.

These stoves have a high heat output of 
25,000 BTU/h. The problem is having to 
carry a gas bottle in a place where it is 
safe. It needs to be secured or it may roll 
about and explode. It does happen at 
times. Gas is volatile and transporting it is 
not without danger.

petroleum gas (LPG), a combination of 
butane and propane. It’s a great fuel that 
is relatively cheap and is available at fuel 
stations, hardware, camping stores and gas 
depots, either as an exchangeable bottle 

for camping use. They have a lifespan of 

or exchange is given. If it’s out of date or is 
damaged, you must buy another one. 

Bottles are useful because from it you 
can run camp lights, or a portable three-
way fridge/freezer. A problem is that if 
you run out you need another bottle. The 
reason that two small bottles are better 
than one large one is because you will 
always have a spare.

The LPG gas stove is available in many 
models from one to four-burner types, 
including stainless steel construction. 
Two-burner stoves are the most popular. 
Connection to the bottle is by a length of 
hose. If you did not spend extra money 
on a stand, you will need a table to cook 
on. Cooking on the ground is a hassle. The 
two-burner stove has been around for a 
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long time and has seen little change. It’s 
contained in a handy metal or plastic case 
and when set up the lid acts as windshield. 
Modern LPG stoves have Piezo ignition.

the LPG stove is an amazing camp stove 
that cooks perfect meals the same as at 
home. Cost varies from $45 to $120 for 
basic models. Larger models cost more 
and are better suited for large camps. 
But for most camps that have up to four 
people the two-burner is enough. Some 
require a separate regulator, though 
most models have one built in. Coleman, 
Jackaroo, Companion and Zempire are 
popular with a selection of gas stoves, 

onto a gas bottle available.

value for money and robust construction 
are the framed one to four burner stands 
and so-called wok burners. All you need is 

regulator. I have a one and a three-burner 
unit that see much use when I am cooking 

Others
There is a good array of small personal 
canister camp stoves available from most 
makers with a choice of disposable canis-
ters and other fuel sources. Butane, pro-
pane, isobutane, a mixture of these fuels, 
when matched with a suitable stove, will 
cook a meal for one person at a time. Some 
models have a burner that connects to the 
canister with a hose, others screw or punch 
into the bottle. 

Liquid fuel stoves
I don’t hike and camp out in the bush these 
days, preferring the comforts of a well 
set-up camp instead. Somewhere among 
my no-longer-in-use gear is an aluminum 
Trangia camp stove, a lightweight simple 
liquid fuel stove and pan kit that cooks a 
great meat with a little practice. I used it a 
lot of decades ago when canoeing rivers 
and hiking into backcountry in search of 

All liquid stoves burn white gas, a pure 
form of petroleum, but they can also be 
operated with kerosene, diesel, unleaded 
petrol (ULP), methylated spirits and other 
petroleum liquids. This means you can 
obtain fuel anywhere for it. 

For cold conditions a canister stove 
may not operate, so you need a liquid fuel 
stove. Many hikers and campers prefer 
them to gas stoves and again there are 
some good models available. It includes 
large camp models and hiking models. 
They are simple in operation and provide 
good heat. 

Light it up
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These use just about anything that can be 
burned in them, whether timber twigs, alco-
hol or solid fuel tablets. They are great for 
hiking because you don’t have to carry fuel 
and just use what is available on the spot. 

But that may be a problem in snow 
country or when it is raining, and everything 
is damp. But this can be overcome by using 
solid fuel tablets, which are made from 

fuel source.
There are no moving parts in natural 

fuel stoves and while they don’t burn as 

hot as other prescribed stoves, they are 
well worth considering if you camp out 
while foot hunting. Because they have no 
inbuilt wind buffers, you need to cook in a 
protected place. Check out the SSAA Bush 
Kettle on the Online Shop at  if 
you need a quick cup of tea or coffee when 
on the road.

Barbecues
Barbecue and griddle plates are available as 
accessories for both butane and LPG stoves. 
Most are lightweight aluminum, which 
is a good heat conductor. Some say that 

aluminum causes health problems and has 
a taste. Others prefer iron plates. Unless you 
are cooking high acid food, like tomatoes, 
you will never tell the difference.

My wife presented me with a Weber 
Baby Q sometime back for my birthday. 
It is LPG operated and ideal for a camp 
kitchen. With it I can cook delicious meals, 

eggs, roast meats and cook anything I eat 
at home. It’s a marvellous barbecue/stove 
that makes camp life simple and is more 
versatile and quicker in use than a camp 
oven, apart from boiling.

While a little bulky, it packs away in a 
purpose bag and is quickly set up on a 
table or an accessory stand. When coupled 
to a butane burner stove, it is all I need to 
make life easy in the bush.

One thing to remember is don’t worry if 
you can’t cook - when you light a barbecue 

ever cook at home, are all experts and will 
take over the chef’s duties.   .

Light it up
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Well, it had been a reasonably 
good period, with plenty 
of tall green grass, but not 
a lot of water in dams or 

through gully systems. That being the case, 
I thought I would put my trail camera out 
on my favourite cattle dam to see if there 
were many deer about.

The property owner gave me permission 
to go on and put the camera on the remote 
dam in the back paddock and to take a 
meat animal if I wished. That would be a 
bonus for me. 

What a difference to the rough bound-
ary track in 12 months. In some places the 
wheel tracks were so deep from being 
washed out with rainwater that my car 
was bottoming out. In other spots I had to 
straddle the track just to get back to the 
further parts of the property.

Parking the car some 380m away from the 
dam, I set the camera up on the same grass 
tree I have been using for about a decade 

There are ups and downs for 
there’s no real guarantees with a red deer roar

The dam was almost dry, yet a few years 

The worst drought in Brisbane Valley’s his-
tory since records have been kept had just 
been broken. 

After talking to several property owners 
in Brisbane Valley about this, they all 
were saying the same thing. That they 
had never seen so many feral deer die in 
a drought like this one before. Hundreds 



 Australian Hunter   49 

of them did not survive. Others said that 
when they had checked any dam that still 
held some water, they often found several 
deer bogged in the dam edges alongside 
bogged cattle. All the owners could do was 
shoot them and drag their dead bodies out 
of the dams with a tractor or 4WD.

With the trail camera set up, I went for a 
short walk around the area to see if I could 

thing was seen.
Driving slowly back downhill on the 

rough boundary track, movement to the 
right caught my eye. What a surprise, as 
there were three deer. I had never seen 
deer in this particular spot. Three young red 
stags were moving through the lantana on 
the contour of the opposite gully side to 
me, some 275 yards away.

They all stopped to look at the car, 
standing side-on to me, strung out about 
20m apart between them. Without think-

top of a cattle fence post, I took a steady 
lean and found the stag with the largest 
set of antlers. I thought to myself, I can 
make this shot.

The 7mm-08 roared and the young stag 
bucked into the air and was swallowed up 
into the gully out of sight. So now I had 

my predicament and made myself a prom-
ise never to take a meat animal in such a 
bad spot ever again. 

After walking the 350 yards downhill and 

realised that I was not going to be able to 
carry all the meat I wanted back uphill. It 
was just too hot and humid and I am just 
too fat, too old and out of condition to 
handle such a hard job. So, I carried what I 
could. Recovering back at the car for some 
time, I packed up and slowly headed off 

proved a tasty bit of deer to nibble on.

back to the property to retrieve my trail 
camera. It was late April by then and the 
roar was just about done. Arriving early 
Monday morning up at the west branch of 
the Brisbane River, I was not able to see 
more than 50m distance in the thick fog. 
But I still heard two different stags roaring, 

days, so I would catch up with them later, I 
thought to myself. What a big mistake that 
turned out to be. The roar was done in that 
place, as it turned out. That afternoon con-

I drove up that bad track once more 
to retrieve my trail camera and to have 
an afternoon hunt at the back end of the 
property. The track seemed worse than the 

why when I reached the dam later. I was 
expecting the dam to be just a wallow hole 
for stags by now or even bone dry. To my 
surprise it had twice as much water in it than 

later that there had been two good storms 

track was in worse condition.
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After retrieving my trail camera off the 

55 photos on it. The signs I found told me 
that the roar was all over. The freshest rub 

could not smell fresh deer scent or even 
the smell of death. 

As there are other hunters that use this 
property as well, I did not see a deer of any 

sort. But more disturbingly than that I did 
not see a whiptail wallaby, grey kangaroo, 
cattle or any other animals.

Thinking to myself I should just pack up 
and go home, I unexpectedly met other 
hunters. They were two really great blokes 
who invited me to stay with them and share 
their camp overnight.

What a great night it turned out to be. 
We talked about everything and I enjoyed 

myself along with a really good feed. It 
made me feel a little sad though, as I have 
hunted on my own for so long now. I had 
forgotten what it was like to have company 
at night in camp to share experiences with. It 
was strange but pleasing at the same time. 
Thanks to both of you, Jimmy and Steve, for 

We went our separate ways the next 
morning for our respective hunts in hope of 
seeing something worthwhile to take home 
for the pot. However, we had all concluded 
that there was not much around in the way 
of deer for us to shoot.

I picked a spot and drove there, parked 
the car and walked a bush track looking 
into gully heads in the hope of seeing a 
deer. I did eventually spot a doe and her 
fawn. But alas, it was on the wrong side of 
the cattle fence for me. I returned to my 
camp, packed up my gear and headed off 
downstream towards Linville.

Stopping for a can of drink, I met an old 
school mate I had not seen in years. He 
has been a deer hunter for a long time. We 
reminisced about the days when deer were 
more bountiful and it was great to catch up, .

An indistinct endeavour
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A misting of rain droplets, or a haze 
-

ing opportunity by blurring your 
optics at the critical moment. An 

covers to the objective and eyepiece ends 

covers but eventually saw the necessity 

of a few weeks, I lost several hard-won 
openings on the wild dogs I was hunting. 

approached my position with the setting 
sun behind them.

that could have enabled a shot had the 
lens been clean. However, an accumulation 

had affected some hasty lens cleaning my 
moment was gone.

On a subsequent hunt at dawn, a misty 
drizzle had set in. I howled in a big wild 
dog to less than 100m and was already 

for what should have been an easy shot. 
However, the droplets had blurred my 
optics and I lost another chance.

I may be a slow learner, but I remem-
ber on packing up that morning I was 

when I returned home was to order some 

bought a variety of these for different 
scopes. These were all the moulded plastic 
variety and ranged from a cheap no-brand 
Chinese version to better quality recog-
nised brands.

It quickly became obvious that the cheap 
ones were a waste of money, and it was 
better to stick to the established options. 

 and 

back scope covers hit 
the mark

scope covers is that they just push on over 
the scope tube and slightly change the 

be an issue for those folks who want to 
maintain the visual appeal.

Another minor issue is that if the eye-
piece of the scope needs its focus adjusted, 

With a large focus adjustment, that can see 

position where it no longer functions cor-
rectly. Of course, the cover can be pulled 
off and realigned back onto the eyepiece, 
but than can be an awkward distraction if 
you are trying to put a shot away.

Luckily, for Leupold scope owners, 

back covers. This is Leupold’s Alumina 

implies, they are machined from aero-

model Leupold scopes.

being designed to screw into the threaded 
ends of the scope tube rather than push 

with triple O-rings that keep out water and 
dust, the functionality is excellent as well. 
Once positioned on the scope, the cover 
rotates independently of the scope, mean-
ing that it can be easily aligned to account 
for any focusing moves of the eyepiece. 

neodymium magnetic closures. These also 
mean that there is silent closure. Pressing 

like a conventional cover but can then be 
pushed right back against the scope tube, 

silent operation.

back scope covers, there was also a strong 
aesthetic attraction as well. I had just 

feeling that it was the ideal combination. 
Apart from being nicely balanced for hunt-
ing, I must say that I loved the lines of that 

On a wet morning, when game appears 
suddenly at close range, I can silently pop 
up the Leupold Alumina scope covers and 
be ready for an unhindered shot with clear 
optics. Leupold products are distributed 

through most gunshops. Retail pricing 
varies with the size of the matching scope, 
starting from about $140.   .



52   Australian Hunter

For those in the know, 0800 – ‘Oh 
eight hundred’ - is a 24-hour time 
call, meaning 8am, but it’s also the 
postcode for Darwin. 

To backtrack, I recently celebrated a 
birthday and my wife asked me what I’d like 
to do. “Just a family dinner,” I replied. “And 
a buff hunt with two close mates.”

The meal was great, which left me with 
two phone calls to make. Both my long-
time hunting mates, ‘Country’ and ‘Dodge’, 
took little persuasion. 

A buffalo hunt has been on my bucket 
list since I started hunting. Flicking through 
the pages of my grandad’s hunting maga-
zines as a teenager I almost didn’t believe 
such a game animal existed in Australia. 
But three decades later, you could say that 
maintaining interest in buff hunting even-
tually paid off, as here I was co-ordinating a 
buffalo hunt.

Dodge had previously taken a buffalo 
bull but was hoping for a larger animal 
and also wanted a scrub bull, whereas 
Country was keen on the prospect of just 
bagging a buffalo bull. 

Dodge is a hunting guide and as a result 
has a lot of contacts in the industry. When 
he recommended Alex from Big Country 
Safaris, Country and I had no hesitation. 

After a bumper wet season, following 
several years of drought, I was slightly con-
cerned about the timing of an early season 
hunt. Would the ground be dry enough? 
Would the vegetation be too high? Or would 
it be too hot? However, all fears proved 
largely unfounded – well, except for the 
heat. It was around 34 degrees during the 
day, dropping down to the low 20s over-
night. But the humidity was bearable.

For Ben Unten, 0800 means more than just a 24-hour time call 
For this trip we were all taking two of our 

plus a Remington pump in .308 for pigs. 
Dodge took his .375 Ruger plus his .416 
Rigby Hawkeye – shooting 400gr Hornady 

for any close pig work and I’d recently had 

However, I could only pick it up the day 
before departure so with about 40 minutes 
until dark I managed a quick 50m zero with 
some 180gr Remington Core-Lokts and 
had it printing around 70mm high at 100m. 

might be under-gunned with the .30-06s. 
However, with Dodge’s reassurance and 
with Country brilliantly sourcing enough 
Remington 220gr Core-Lokts for both 
of us, we completed all the necessary 

ammo and we were all set. In my view, I 
have always found Qantas to be the best 

check the conditions. 
We arrived in Darwin in the small hours 

and were picked up the next morning at, 
you guessed it, 0800 (8am). After a quick 
round of introductions, we loaded all our 
gear into Alex’s HiLux and began our six-
hour trip to the lodge and hunting grounds.

We were shown to our accommodation, 
where we unpacked and headed to the 

trophy bull
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range to check zero. Dodge and Country 
were spot-on at 80m. I settled behind my 
Tikka and squeezed the trigger. The round 
thudded into the backstop without even 

missed again. I closed into 25m and clipped 

out at 25m! I adjusted the scope back to 
centre of target, moved back to 80m and 

of buff’ was achieved and we were off in 
search of ‘em. Apparently, it was my turn 

quality of animal I was after. I replied that 

We piled into Alex’s 4WD Suzuki hunt-
ing vehicle. We saw a few buffaloes that 
afternoon. They looked almost surreal 
and very big to me, but apparently not 
trophy worthy. 

We were up early and after a hearty 
country breakfast we set off. I was riding 
up front with Dodge and Country was in the 
back. We stopped and glassed a handful of 
buffaloes and were given a crash-course 
in what to look for to separate bulls from 
cows, and how to assess trophy potential.

We also spotted a couple of scrub bulls. 
I found that despite the termite mounds, 
getting your ‘game eye’ in for buffaloes/

some other species I’d hunted, mostly due 
to their substantial size.

We did have some other factors in our 
favour, namely that as it was an early 
season hunt, so the game were less skit-
tish than they were likely to be later on. 
The downside was the heat and the height 
of some of the weeds and grasses – often 
over 180cm. 

As luck would have it, we came across a 
couple of feral pigs who were in the pro-
cess of making more feral pigs. Dodge shot 
and dropped the boar and the sow ran off. 
Once deemed safe, Country jumped down 
and ran a short distance into the bush and 
shot the sow. A quick modelling session 
followed, and we were on our way. 

We had been driving for about an hour 
when Dodge tapped on the roof to bring 
the vehicle to a stop. “A monster” was all 
I heard and Alex sounded like he agreed. 
We quietly alighted and I checked the 
wind, which was blowing across us. Alex 

we made our way towards the closer of two 
tiny stands of trees in a large clearing. 

Once we reached to within about 200m 
the fellas hung back, allowing Alex and 
I to stalk the last part on foot. We made 

made to take the shot. The animal was 
facing front-on at 140m. I steadied the 
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cross-hairs, squeezed the trigger and reg-
istered a solid hit. 

The animal soon rolled over. I could 
hardly believe it. We approached the 
downed bull from behind and found that it 
was stone-dead and never even twitched. 

As I did not have a reference point for 
the horns, I was admiring the bulk of the 
body, but Alex and Dodge could barely 

in and grabbed the tape measure. My buf-
falo ended up going 100.5" in the old scale 
(255cm). I was extremely pleased, but 
measurements aren’t my top priority when 
hunting. Dodge and I wanted meat for 
home, so we took backstraps and then we 
all helped with the head and cape. 

The next morning, we again spotted 

trophy potential about 950m away. We 
parked up and cut through the thicker 
stuff just off the edge of a large clearing 
and skirted a couple of smaller buffaloes 
to avoid spooking the ones we were after. 
There, Alex excitedly motioned to Country 

Country dropped to one knee and 
plugged the bull through the chest at 
a distance of 90m. The animal barely 
moved before rolling over, never to move 
again. There were hearty congratulations 
all round, with the bull going 91". More 

modelling, more meat taken, and Alex 
voiced his approval at the performance of 
the 220gr Core-Lokt ammo. 

ute. Although the ground was fairly level, 

aware of where you put your feet to avoid 
rolling an ankle in the ragged old wallows, 
which had been churned up by buffalo 
hooves in the wet season and then baked 
hard in the dry. 

to drop off packs while the boys started 
taking the head and cape. The second trek 
saw Alex and I share the cape by draping 
it across a branch and hoisting it over one 
shoulder each, while Country drew the 
short straw to muscle the horns back to 
the ute.

With everything packed away it came to 
Dodge’s turn. After spotting and passing 

a big, black scrub bull. Country held back 
as Dodge and Alex completed the stalk 
and I followed with the camera. We were 
in position; I had the camera rolling and 
Dodge pulled the trigger. I was immedi-
ately ‘thunder-clapped’ up the side of the 
head thanks to Dodge’s .375 with muzzle 

went down not long after. The sunlight 

highlighted a patch of orange hair on top of 
the bull, so we nicknamed him ‘Donald’. 

Driving home, Dodge spotted a bull 
across the river. We threw out the anchors 
and stalked in. Between us and the bull 

through wasn’t overly appealing as we 
were worried about going head over apex 
and getting our gear wet. 

Fortunately, we found a paperbark tree 
with an overhanging branch which allowed 
us to make it across safely. Dodge and Alex 
went ahead and I did my best to video the 
whole thing, but a breakdown in commu-
nication, which wasn’t helped by my new-
found deafness, meant that I couldn’t see 
the buffalo when Dodge took the shot. But 
I was told that he went straight down.

The bull later measured 92". We took 
photos, meat, horns and cape and were 
discussing how best to return across the 
river when Alex waltzed straight in carry-
ing the bull’s head across his shoulders. 
We managed to lug everything back across 
without any further incident. 

As we were driving home, Alex spotted a 
mob of pigs. We drove on a little way, and 
quietly got out. Country and I got into posi-

cleaned up three nice pigs out of the mob.
Later we were enjoying a cold drink on 

our last night and I took the opportunity 

Time for a trophy bull



as some others I’d been on, the challenges 

and ammunition, having to mask-up in air-

weather, the logistics involved in having 
meat and trophies processed and trans-
ported, manhandling trophies of this size 
and being attacked by every sticky, sharp, 
annoying burr on the planet.

We all agreed that it had been a fan-
tastic trip. The accommodation and food 
were great, the animals were abundant 
and our guide was a top bloke and very 
accommodating. 

We set off at, you guessed it, 0800 the 
next morning, for the six-hour haul back to 
Darwin. We said our goodbyes at the airport 
and made our way back to our respective 
corners of the country. I couldn’t have 
scripted a better way to realise my most 
long-awaited trophy. 

contact:
Alex Jagers - 0429 398 704
E: bigcountrysafaris@outlook.com
Website:    .

Time for a trophy bull
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Following my recent once-in-

Territory chasing bull buffaloes, 
my freezer was packed with 

mince. I love mince as it is just so versa-
tile. Buff mince is especially easy to work 
with as the taste could possibly best be 
described as slightly stronger beef.

However, after lightly frying some 
thinly-sliced, mature buffalo backstrap, 

excellent, without additional treatment it 
is tougher than a shearer’s handshake.

The key to this recipe is the horseradish 
cream and going big with your choice of 
condiments. Seriously BIG!

• 600g buffalo mince
• 1¾ cup breadcrumbs
• 2 eggs
• 2-3 onions - grated

Ben Unten has a simple recipe for buffalo meatballs that’ll knock your socks off
• 1¾ tablespoon barbecue sauce
• 1¾ tablespoon tomato sauce
• 1¾ tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
• 2-3 cloves garlic - grated
• 1 teaspoon pepper
• ¾ teaspoon salt
• 1¾ tablespoon horseradish
• ¾ cup of chopped parsley (or 1 table-

spoon parsley paste from the tube or 
dried parsley)

• Hot chilli paste - 1 teaspoon is mild, 1 
tablespoon is medium/hot, 2 table-
spoons will knock your socks off!

• 2 tablespoons of cooking oil (olive, 

chilli, mayonnaise, smokey barbecue, tomato 
chutney or top with caramelised onions.

• Put the mince in a large mixing bowl 
and combine with the breadcrumbs.

• Add all other ingredients and mix well. 
• Take a tablespoon of the mixture and 

roll it into a ball and put on an oiled 
baking tray.

• Continue until the mince is used up. 
Beware the expanding meatball - the 
longer you roll these little suckers 
the bigger they seem to become. Try 
to keep them uniform to ensure they 
cook evenly.

• Preheat a barbecue hotplate to a 
minimum 250 degrees Celsius. 

• Gently place the meatballs on the 
hotplate and close the lid.

• Cook for 4 minutes per side – turning 
once. Remove and serve with your 
choice of sauces.   .

Great balls of
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And the

have it
you might think as  covers the 
art of concealment

I have been obsessed with camo since I 
was a youngster. To the point that, for a 
high school art project I made a camo 
t-shirt. Initially I dyed the shirt brown 

using onion skins as a base colour. Then I 
tie-dyed it with a light khaki derived from 
green vegetables before I embossed the 
shirt with brown prints from a bracken fern.

The sense of accomplishment I had from 
making it myself, then busting bunnies 
while wearing it, gave me a real incentive to 
strive for more.

playing around with different camo pat-
terns and colours for hunting. While my old 
Army issued cams may work well during 
warfare, they don’t function as effectively 
as you would think for hunting.

know there’s a problem. Many times, I’ve 
been on Army patrols wearing Auscam   
trying to be a quiet as possible - only to 
have birds call out with their predator 
alarm. A few incidents like this and a curi-
ous mind starts wondering… 

I’m a scientist, so I know that birds are 
tetrachromats - they see four colours. 
These are ultraviolet (UV), blue, green and 
red. By contrast, humans are trichromats 
and can only see three colours: blue, green 
and red. Interestingly, humans see dif-
ferent wavelengths of blue, green and 
red than do our feathered friends. And 
the capacity to see UV is something that 
humans simply don’t have. 

eyes
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Agents throughout Australia 
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Ph: (07) 3820 2533  -   Email: info@earmold.com.au

True custom made shooters hearing          

               the sounds around you 
www.earmold.com.au

Knowing this, I started to speculate about 
what makes humans so obvious to birds. I 
considered whether it was the additives in 
my laundry detergent. Did the products that 
touted ‘whiter than white’ results have UV 
brighteners in their chemistry that the birds 
were responding to? It didn’t seem to be the 

Uniform (DPCU).
I would change laundry detergents 

numerous times, and wash in cold water, 
but it didn’t seem to make a blind bit of 
difference. The birds still sang out. So, if 
it wasn’t the detergent that was to blame 
with my DPCU, then maybe it was the 
chemicals in the dye or the fabric of my 
clothes that were making me obvious…

I clearly looked scary enough that they 
were happy to alert all their buddies and 
any other animal within earshot. Then again, 
perhaps the problem was more basic. After 
all, I’ve been 6ft 3" (190.5cm) since I was a 

teen and I’m a biped with two forward facing 

It was time to do some further research.

So, let’s look at the issue of ultraviolet. A 
2014 paper published in Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B recorded the results of a 
study conducted into 38 different mam-
mals; the purpose being to determine if 

The paper’s conclusions indicated that 
it’s not just birds that can see UV light. 
Indeed, most mammals can - including 
dogs, cats and deer. Unlike humans, these 
mammals have lenses that allow UV light 
to pass though. While they don’t have a 
specialised UV-sensitive photoreceptor 
cone in their retina, the other three kinds of 
colour receptors combine to make up for 

contemporary vision specialists. 

Interesting too are recent results from 
European studies in Sweden and Hungary 
that suggest dogs have an infrared sensor 
in the tip of their nose. These sensors 
enable them to detect minute changes in 
temperature, such as when other animals 
are nearby. So, it’s not only snakes, bats, 
frogs and blood-sucking insects that have 
infrared perception. Some mammals have 
this ability too. 

If our quarry can see UV (or near UV), 
and some also have an infrared sensory 
capability, what does this tell us about 
what we need to be wearing when we 
hunt? What we need for hunting and sun 
protection is loosely woven material 
that is thick and made from natural, not 

1. 
(or as close to it).

2. Camo with the same 
percentage of green in it that 
matches your environment.

3. Break up your outline, hide 
your shape/silhouette.

4. Limit plastics and vinyls 
to essentials – and then 
try to cover them up.

5. Use patterns with both 
vertical and horizontal 
lines to mimic nature.

6. Test your camo under a UV disco 
blue light; some colours will turn 
grey and some fabrics and dyes 
glow. Meanwhile some shades 
disappear altogether. This is how 
most animals we hunt see it.

7. Think macro. Micro patterns 
will be wasted on some game 
as they will blend together.

8. Contrasting colours.

9. Experiment for yourself.

10. Gucci cam is meant 
for the catwalk.
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synthetic, fabrics. Items made from vinyl, 
plastic or metal can alert animals because 

a blued gun barrel or a bow limb. It’s not 
the colour of the barrel/limb that alerts 
the game, but rather the geometric sym-
metry of its silhouette and the UV and IR 

dyed hemp and you start increasing your 
odds of a successful hunt.

And the eyes have it

When thinking about how to conceal our-
selves from game, it pays to consider what 
colours they can actually see. When we 
hunt animals like deer, many of us know to 
wear blaze orange to make ourselves obvi-
ous to other humans, while not alerting the 
game to our position.

It all comes down to rods and cones, 

creams! Photoreceptors within the eye 

have a high sensitivity to light and detect 
motion; and cones which have a low sensi-
tivity to light and are responsible for colour 
vision/perception.

Deer are crepuscular animals which are 
primarily active during twilight (ie, dusk and 
dawn). Rats, rabbits, pigs, cats, dogs and 
some farm animals are also more comfort-
able in low light. These kinds of animals 
all have more rods and less cones than 
we do. In fact, they have so few cones that 
they have dichromatic colour perception, 
meaning they can only discern two of the 
three primary colours. 

n.  the disguising 
of military vehicles, aircraft, ships, 

artillery, and installations by painting 
them or covering them to make them 
blend with their surroundings. b such 
a disguise. 2 the natural colouring of 

an animal which enables it to blend in 
with its surroundings. 3 a misleading 
or evasive precaution or expedient. 

v.t.r hide or disguise by means of 
disguise 

f.It. camuffare disguise, deceive]
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What animals like these lack in cones, 
they compensate for with more rods in order 
to see better in lowlight. The presence in 
their eyes of cones that are sensitive to two 
types of wavelengths within the blue and 
darker green frequencies leads us to believe 
that such animals have a certain capacity 
for colour perception. But they experience a 
type of red-green colour blindness termed 
deuteranopia and as such they may not ‘see’ 
colours as we do.

For example, studies of the anatomy of a 
deer’s eye indicate that light green, orange 
and red appear to them as shades of grey. 
So, wearing camo in the red-through-
brown-through-light-green continuum 
is essentially a waste of time, unless your 
clothing has clear lines of contrast to 
enhance different grey tones. If not, you 
need to focus on breaking up your outline 

remember, deer sense colours towards the 
violet end of the light spectrum. So, this 
means they can see middle green wave-
lengths through to short blue wavelengths 
and they also perceive UV light.

It’s important to understand what 
colours our quarry see. It’s also help-
ful to know ‘how’ they perceive colours. 
For example, a human eye can perceive 
contrasts between colours because of the 
inhibiting effects of stimulated receptors 
in the retina on their neighbouring nerve 

cells. By contrast, in a pig’s eye this inhibi-
tory effect is much weaker so that bound-
aries between light and dark areas blur into 
each other. 

The same phenomenon affects colour 
sensitivity. Where humans see sharp 
boundaries between two contrasting 

And the eyes have it

• As most washing powders have a UV brightener in them, you should 
never wash your hunting clothes in detergents that contain it.

• Always cold wash, not hot wash, your gear. Cold-water washing means 
your clothing is less likely to fade and ruin your cam. Hot water also 

sets-in blood stains and blood can be seen in the UV spectrum.
• 

• Wash and dry clothing inside-out so the colours don’t fade. By 
minimising the pattern’s contact with moving parts, you will 

prevent abrasion of the material and removal of the inks used.
• Air dry - don’t use the clothes dryer because added 

heat will breakdown scent killers and UV absorbers. If 
possible, don’t dry garments in direct sunlight.

• 
or booklets. Read them if you want to make the most out of your 

purchase and to ensure the longevity of your investment.
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• Hunting tips and advice
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into the other. This is what we call spectral 
vision. The result is that pigs tend to see 

colours if the hues are too closely related. 
-

ing borderline of two distinctive colours, 
the pig cannot perceive a difference. For 
example, the soft blurring and gradation of 
the colours in a rainbow makes it invisible 
for the pig’s vision. 

On the other hand, goats can perceive 
light in the blue/violet spectrum as well as 
the green to yellow/orange spectrum. Out 
of all the colours that goats can see, they 
are able to distinguish the colour orange 
best while they are the worst at distin-
guishing the colour blue. So tan, green and 
brown camo, matched to the local fauna, 
will work best when stalking goats in tem-
perate zones. Here, blaze orange sticks 
out like a sore thumb. By contrast, orange 
blends in well out West with the red sand 
and ochre bluffs.

While goats can’t see in the UV spec-
trum, they’re still able to see in the twilight 
better than humans, thanks to the design 
of their eye pupils. We have round pupils 
whereas the pupils in a goat’s eyes are 
horizontal and shaped like a rectangle. 
Much as our pupils dilate to allow more 
light in, the same applies to goats - but 
more effectively. 

Conversely, in the day, the pupils shrink, 
creating a slit, much like a polarising lens. 
This helps goats to avoid being blinded by 
the sun during the brightest part of the 
day. The takeaway message for this is that 
it’s best to hunt goats around mid-morn-
ing and mid-afternoon so they don’t have 
the visual advantage.

Humans and many other animals do not 
-

ness. Instead, our eyes move around, 
unconsciously, locating interesting parts 
of the scene and building up a mental, 
three-dimensional ‘map’ corresponding 
to the scene. 

This so-called saccade eye movement 

stimuli. In particular, by moving the eye so 
that small parts of a scene can be sensed 
with greater resolution, the brain calculates 

the distance to multiple objects. Combine 
our game’s acute peripheral vision and 

-
ments and I’m sure you’ll appreciate why 

between hunter and prey.

During the past couple of decades, there’s 
been a tremendous increase in the number 
and variety of camo patterns and materi-
als available to hunters. This has occurred 

about what game animals ‘actually’ see. 
So, is the camo we buy useful? After all, 

most camo is designed and advertised in 
glossy photos on how well it blends into the 
surrounds. But all this really tells us is that 

When we’re hunting, there’s no ques-
tion that scent and movement are far more 
determinative of success than the colour of 

or combination of clothing and equipment   
that has bold, contrasting colours (like tan 
vs. green hues) and breaks up your outline 
will help conceal your location.

However, paying heed to the other 

will never go astray. That is: ‘know your 
enemy’ and adapt your clothing and 
equipment to suit the season, weather 
and terrain. Importantly, acknowledge the 
differences between prey species and why 
things are seen.   .

And the eyes have it

• Goats have approximately one-third the visual acuity for distance 

degrees, with binocular vision of around 60 degrees.
• Rabbits’ eyes are placed high and to the sides of the skull, 

allowing them to see nearly 360 degrees, but they have 
a binocular overlap of only about 20 degrees.

• Pigs have a panoramic vision of 310 degrees and 
binocular vision of 35-50 degrees.

• 
degrees and a binocular vison of 40 degrees.

• 
binocular vision of around 65 degrees.

• 
but 140 degrees of that is binocular overlap.





64   Australian Hunter

After catching up with our close 
friends at the homestead for a 
brew and a good chat, Neil and I 
rolled the mighty Honda Pioneer 

700 off the trailer. We then conducted our 

aid/survival kit and bailing dogs. 
A short time later, I eased the side-by-

side to a stop as a perfect ‘meat eater’ buf-
falo moved cautiously in the light scrub to 
our left, contemplating its next move. That 
split second of hesitation gave Neil the 
chance to shoulder his hard hitting .300, 
take a sight picture through the scope and 
squeeze the trigger.

The thunderous sound of the .300 going 

cab was absolutely deafening. My ears were 
still ringing as we walked towards some of 
the ingredients for another one of my wife 
Gina’s famous slow-cooked curries. 

We removed its good-sized backstraps 
and whatever else we could force into the 

and makes everything look easy with his 
extremely sharp butchering knives.

As we navigated a tricky, dry, eroded 
creek crossing in the Honda, the revving 
engine spooked a powerfully built scrub 
bull from its cool, shady refuge. Even 
standing still, there’s something about 

that makes them look intimidating and 
when riled they can be a deadly force to be 
reckoned with. 

Luckily for the big guy, he was a lover 

large expanse of open ground towards a 
different postcode. Next item on the list 
was to head back to the main creek line 
and give the bailing dogs a bit of a run on a 
couple of pigs. 

The Honda did bump a small family 
of buffaloes from a patch of chest high, 

A beautiful buffalo, barking bailing dogs and a brute of a 
boar result in a great day for Gary Hall

Rocky and Gary. 

The bailing dogs in motion.
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dried perennial grass but with the icebox 
full we just took a few close-up pics of 
the extremely fortunate bovines and con-
tinued on.

months ago, but still held a few isolated, 
small pockets and as this was a scarce 
commodity, we decided we had little 
option but to go for a long, hot walk. Alas, 
the deep sand and blistering heat damp-
ened our enthusiasm and with pig sign hard 

However, just short of an hour later, the 
dogs picked it up a notch and all thoughts 
of a well-earned cold beer and a rissole 
and pickle sandwich back at the Honda 
faded. As the bailers went into hunt mode, 
we also lengthened our stride. At the same 
time the adrenalin rush kicked in and had 
my skinny 64-year-old legs pumping. 

The barking started in the tree line a 
short distance away, then all went quiet, 

again closer to us, then nothing. There was 
just a deathly silence. A few ‘on the run’ 
barks had us U-turning back towards the 
semi-dry creek line. 

A quick sprint down a well-used game 
trail saw me standing in the riverbed a short 

bailers were giving it an absolute mouthful. 
As usual, Rocky was leading the charge and 
had taken a front row seat a short distance 
from the boar’s impressive ivory. 

Although it was a fair lump of a boar, its 
biggest standout feature was the size of 
its tusks. Up relatively close, they looked 
huge and certainly worthy of respect, not 
that the canine cavalry was giving him 
any. A few paces back, a budding Steven 
Spielberg was recording the action as I 
moved in to take the shot. 

With the 40-year-old coach-gun snug 
against my shoulder I cocked the right-hand 
side hammer and waited for a safe shot. 
When that came, I squeezed the trigger. 
From this close the hard-hitting solid pro-
jectiles are devastating and take no prison-
ers. The impact dropped the dogs’ number 
one nemesis on the spot. The old coach-
gun has killed more pork than I can count.

After an inspection of the dogs, a drink 
break and a heap of pics, we started the 
long trek back to the Honda.   . Boom! The coach-gun explodes into action.

A cracker of a boar with a lethal set of tusks.
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It’s doubtful whether there’s a better 

the .308 Winchester. I used the .308 
almost exclusively on pigs in the 1980s, 

before moving on to the longer legged .270. 
Recently, my interest in the .308 has been 

and use relatively inexpensive 150-grain 
projectiles and easily take the largest boars.

David Duffy determines to look 
no further than the .308 for that 

In thick lignum at close range or at dif-

Federal and .358 Winchester might stop 
the larger ones faster on some occasions, 
but the .308 will be better at ensuring 
multiple shots off at running pigs or when 
trying to shoot several in a mob. The .308 
projectiles will also usually be consider-
ably cheaper.

The other cartridge I really like on pigs 
is the 6.8 SPC in a Spec II chamber. On 
the larger boars such as in Cape York or 
Arnhem Land, I load the 110-grain 6.8 TSXs, 
but the 150-grain Speers in the .308 are 
about a third of the price, and the brass is 
cheaper and more readily available. 

With the .308 there’s plenty of margin 
in that you don’t need to get maximum 
velocity and use premium projectiles. Old 
factory ADI loads I’ve had for 30 years 
clock about 2732fps in the 22" barrel and 

rest start running and by the time you are 
onto your third pig it could be some dis-
tance away in top gear. 

The .308 makes a great light mountain 

scope is about as light as I like to go with 
a .308 using full-power loads. The prob-

controlling the recoil so that I can shoot 

9 tilting-block single-shot in .308 with a 

A Haenel Jaeger 9 (top) weighs 2.72kg with 
scope and the Remington 700 3.27kg scoped 

- both in .308 with 22" barrels.

A 125gr Sierra Pro-Hunter, 150gr Speer Mag Tip, 165gr 
Woodleigh PPSN, 185gr Lapua Scenar and .308 Win.



 



68   Australian Hunter

an ultra-light 2.72kg inclusive of scope. 
Full power loads are a handful but with a 

A scoped weight of about 3.62kg is ideal 
for those not accustomed to the recoil of a 

for the hills or in bush can be had using the 
-

tile worked superbly on a red stag I shot 
through the shoulder in the hills when 
looking for pigs. 

On fallow deer, the 150-grain Spitzers 
work well. If using a .308 on sambar, load 
up 165-grain Woodleigh PPSNs. Although 
not as good at anchoring a sambar on an 
angle as a 225 or 250-grain Woodleigh out 
of a .338 RCM, because of the .308’s mod-
erate recoil, you can have a light and short 

when using 165-grain projectiles.
For deer in open country, a .308 150-

grain Spitzer projectile from a 22" barrel is 

holding high if you sight your .308 in to 2½" 
above point of aim at 90m. This gives a 
good short to medium range trajectory and 
covers the vast majority of shooting situ-
ations. A 3" high point of impact at 90m is 

better for longer shots up to 270m, but this 
may cause shooting over the top of smaller 
game in long grass at around 117m.

A light 3-9x36 scope such as the 
Swarovski is a good choice for a moun-

discontinued Kahles, is a good option due to 

to 2.3 power. I currently have a 3-10x42 

power slightly better for load testing.
The .308 is often compared to the .30-

06. When the .30-06 became popular after 
WWI with returning American servicemen, 
the round was loaded to around 2700fps 
using 150-grain projectiles and 2550fps 
with 180-grain projectiles. After WWII, the 
150-grain load was increased to about 
2825fps. By that time the .30-06 had 
gained its reputation as the best all-around 
hunting cartridge. These loads are easily 
attainable in a .308. With modern powders 
the .30-06 has gained more performance 
and has roughly a 150fps advantage over 
the .308. This makes the .30-06 a little 
better at reaching game further out. It was 
with the heavier bullet weights such as 180 
and 220-grains that the .30-06 gained a 

great reputation on large game such as elk, 
moose, brown and grizzly bears. 

But for those heavy loads for large game 

to weigh more to cope with the added 
recoil and does better with a 24" barrel to 
burn the large amounts of slow burning 
powder, such as AR2213SC. The .308 can 
be packaged in a lighter, short-action with 
shorter barrel using 125 to 165-grain bul-
lets and medium burning powders, such as 
AR2206H and AR2208, on game that aren’t 
too large. I see the .308 as having a differ-
ent application to the .30-06.

The other cartridge the .308 is often 
compared to is the 7-08. Generally, 140-
grain 7mm projectiles have a higher ballistic 

density than the .308 150-grain pills. A .308 
can push its 150-grain projectile at a similar 
muzzle velocity as the 140-grain 7-08 pro-
jectile using the same length barrel. 

Back to the .308

David likes the .308 (left) on 
pigs and at shorter range, and 
the .270 for longer shots. Both 
have similar recoil.

The Winchester Featherweight 
barrel (left) heats up quicker than 
the heavier Remington SPS barrel.

Testing light loads using 125gr 
Pro-Hunter and AR2206H.
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At close range, the .308 has the slight 
advantage due to bullet weight and cross-
sectional area. At longer ranges the 7-08 

with its higher BC 140-grain projectiles and 
penetration is marginally better.

difference between these two. Cartridges 
such as the 6.5 PRC, .270 Redding, .270 
Win, .284 and .280 Rem with a longer 
barrel are better choices than either the 
.308 or 7-08 with a 22" barrel for open 
country. This is because there is a strong 
likelihood that shots on deer-size animals 
will be approaching 270m or slightly more.

The 22" barrel on my Remington mea-
sures .66" at the muzzle after cutting 
it down from 24" and a 22" Winchester 
Featherweight barrel I have is only .56" at 
the muzzle, which is too light. It doesn’t 
take much for a .308 barrel to become hot, 
then accuracy goes out the window. 

With relatively inexpensive 150-grain 
projectiles and cases, long barrel life and 
inherent accuracy of the cartridge, the 
Remington with its thicker barrel is good 
for practice at the range. Match projectiles 

SSAA range should you wish to test your 
precision shooting skills.

For new shooters or those that have a 
problem with the recoil of normal .308 
loads, a good light load uses the 125-
grain Sierra Pro-Hunter with 38 grains 
of AR2206H for a velocity of 2350fps. 
Although designed as a varmint projec-
tile at high .308 velocities, when slowed 
down to around 2350fps the 125-grain 
Pro-Hunter projectiles perform well on 

medium game, provided shot placement 

and the distances aren’t too far. 
If you use normal 150-grain projectiles at 

a much lower velocity than what they are 
designed for, getting suitable expansion 
from them may be a problem. Using this 
really light load is an alternative to buying 
a .243 and then wanting a bit more knock-
down power once you get used to shooting 
it. For light loads such as those detailed, 
only use AR2206H powder as it has been 
thoroughly tested to be safe with loads as 
low as 60 per cent of the maximum ADI 
reloading manual values.

My accurate 150-grain load uses 
AR2206H in ADI cases at 2728fps out 

of a 22" barrel. This is a mild load in my 
Remington as it has a long throat, which 
gives lower velocities when using book 
loads than with a normal-length throat. 

Alternatively, the maximum book load 
of AR2208 gives only 2690fps and isn’t as 

Winchester cases hold slightly more 
powder if you want to squeeze more veloc-
ity out of a .308. There’s also a good variety 
of factory loaded ammunition readily avail-
able for those who don’t reload their .308s.

with a 22" barrel performs the roles of an 

.

Back to the .308

By shortening the legs on the 
magazine follower as shown 
on the right, the Remington 

rounds in the magazine.
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A SSAA National-led wildlife 
survey involving more than 
17,000 documented quail sight-
ings from across South Australia 

has effectively proven quail hunting poses 
no risk to the future of the species. The 
grassroots effort to prove widespread and 

the game bird has been monitored in this 
way since the 1980s - projected a quail 
population of between 6.2 and 17.7 mil-
lion birds. The study’s release prompted 
authorities to declare a quail hunting 

since 2019.
SSAA National Wildlife Programs Leader 

the endangered or pest narrative that typi-
cally attracts attention and funding, had 
left it virtually ignored for decades. “The SA 
Minister for Environment blamed lack of 

On the trail for quail 
data on quail populations for why he didn’t 
declare 2020-21 quail seasons and from 
here it became clear we’d need to produce 
this information if we were ever to have a 
quail season again,” Godson said.

“Within the hunting community there’s 
an appetite to collect data to show hunting 
is no risk to statewide stubble quail popu-
lations and that hunters can continue to 
sustainably harvest quail within a regulated 
environment. Any ban or closure of the reg-
ulated hunting season has the potential to 
drive the activity underground, where there 

Quail presence and abundance
Through a partnership between a federation 
of likeminded hunters and conservation-
ist groups known as the Conservation and 

and SSAA National, a network of volunteers 
was created to inform the study. Using 
two methods to count quail, the network 
was able to collect data on their numbers 
across a portion of SA’s 70 million hectares 
of available quail habitat. Surveys were 
conducted on 124 properties on the Eyre 
Peninsula, Mid North, Kangaroo Island, 
Yorke Peninsula, Murraylands, Coorong and 
Mallee with 16,024 birds counted in an area 
of 11,828 hectares, which included canola, 
lentil, barley, wheat and hay crops. Data 
was collected by farmers harvesting crops 

and on drive counts with walking observ-
ers and trained dogs during November and 
December 2021.

“During data collection and through 
ongoing conversations with landholders we 

counts and also include observations of 
habitat, movements and sightings of quail 
breeding,” Godson said, adding this type of 
data hadn’t been widely researched previ-
ously, whereas stubble quail diet had histor-
ically been covered extensively. “We know 
from quail diet research the birds mainly 
eat seeds and green leaf material that can 
include pasture plants and weeds,” he said. 

“Meanwhile, insect and larvae are more 
important for hatchlings and are more 
of a secondary source of food for adults. 
This type of information complements our 
data surveys to help us deduce quail move 
across the landscape to source food and 
a substantial population is living across 
South Australia’s 70 million hectares of 
potential habitat.”

Observations of the data indicate areas 
with more rainfall and in higher cropping 
production zones correlate with higher den-
sity quail populations. For example, Godson 
estimates about 600,000 quail to have been 
present across the Yorke Peninsula region 
on cropping land in densities ranging from 
0.03 to 3.33 birds per hectare, while obser-
vations in the Upper Murraylands region 

Rachael Oxborrow discusses a ground-breaking study 
that validates hunting the game bird in South Australia

The SSAA National-led survey 
has proven hunting poses no risk 
to the future of the species.

All smiles – SA offers 70M hectares 
of quail habitat, where only a small 
percentage is hunted.
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where the South Australian, Victorian and 
New South Wales borders meet showed 
lower population densities of around 0.02 
birds per hectare. To compare rainfall for 
these two regions there’s a mean annual 

370.2mm at Moonta. Crop estimates for 
the Upper Murraylands for 2021 were 0.8 
tonnes per hectare compared to 3.3 t/ha on 
Yorke Peninsula.

Population and hunting risk 
Godson said traditionally hunters preferred 
higher rainfall areas of the state for hunting 
as this often correlates with more chance 
of bird sightings and take. “With a historical 
average statewide harvest of 5091 indi-
vidual quail per year and an estimated 2087 
bagged from the Yorke Peninsula region 
alone, it’s clear quail hunting has an insig-

poses no risk to their existence,” he said. 
“Internationally accepted harvest rates sit 
at 10-20 per cent of a quail population and 
we come in at around 0.04 per cent. For the 
Yorke Peninsula region, the area traditionally 

most visited by quail hunters, data indicates 
a harvest rate of around 0.23 per cent.”

Hunting sustainably and research
Godson said the sheer level of volunteer 
involvement in this survey illustrated a 
community willing to protect quail popula-
tions while allowing for sustainable hunt-
ing seasons. He said the work across the 
surveyed areas of SA’s landscape showed 

-
sities. “For those who doubt the sustainabil-
ity of hunting, this is another example that 
Australia’s oldest land use is sustainable 
and through regulation and seasons there 
are opportunities to learn more about this 
species,” he said.

“The numbers speak for themselves. 
There are literally millions of stubble quail 
in farmers’ paddocks and those wanting to 
enjoy the hunt with family and friends to 
bring home a prized game meat for a unique 
meal can do so without having a negative 
impact on quail populations.”

SSAA National began quail research 
in 2011, initially analysing head and wing 
samples sent in by hunters to inform the 
age and sex of harvested birds. This work 
was conducted over several years to provide 
insight into the structure of quail popula-
tions, breeding timing, preferred habitats 
and movements. The 2021 study has the 
potential to continue providing opportuni-
ties to map quail population changes over 
time while also supporting the case for an 
ongoing hunting season. Godson said this 
was a valuable research path for both the 
hunting community and wildlife managers 
across the country.   .

Quail is a prized game bird well 
worthy of the dinner plate.
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When I think back to memo-
rable camping trips, a wide 
variety of places, friends and 
events come to mind. Yet, 

there is one thing many of these outings 
have in common. They involved great food, 

These days, electric coolers, vacuum 
sealers and other innovations have made 
it easy to bring food for an entire week, but 
where is the fun in that? Growing up, the 
basic idea was to pack some emergency 

what better protein than game birds? What 
beats spending a few intense hours, with 
or without your dog, looking for something 
that is a challenge to shoot and makes for 
great eating? 

While there are a variety of birds that 
can be had, quail has always been one of 
my favourites. Not just because they are 
fun to hunt, but they are easy to clean 
and cook and taste wonderful. There are 
dozens of ways to prepare them and little 
that can go wrong. Sure, you can go to 
town and have a fancy de-boned quail 
dish with a tasty sauce and some poached 
eggs on the side. However, to me no quail 
tastes as good as one cooked over an 

The two main ways I learned to cook 

skillet. I will leave the ‘quail on a stick’ recipe 

involves a quail or two per person, skewered 
on a stick and if at all possible, with the legs 
and wings trussed or clipped so they do not 
burn. The focus here is on ‘camp quail’, the 
way I was taught to cook them.

Prior to preparing the actual recipe, 
there’s a trick that may come in handy 
when cleaning quail without using water. 
While the skin crisps up nicely and is deli-
cious, it is rather fragile. If you do not want 
feathers all over the place, there is an easy 
way to take the feathers off. Clip the wings 

Proceed to make a little tear on the chest 
and from there, you can basically ‘peel’ the 
skin off like a coat, removing all the feath-
ers in the process. 

I like to leave the head on and pull down 
on the skin, which can be removed after-
wards. While this is a great way to quickly 
and cleanly take the feathers off the bird if 
you plan to cook them following this recipe, 
don’t do this if you intend to roast them, as 
the skin is needed to keep moisture in.

What you will need is extremely basic. In 
terms of equipment grab a skillet, a lid or 

Camp Kitchen

Jan Kaptein shares his fondness 
for cooking tasty game birds in 
the great outdoors

Campfire quail

Getting ready to cook.

Cooking camp quail is easy.
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you drink in camp, a slosh of wine. For the 
seasoning, I like to use cloves of garlic and 
a pinch of salt. Depending on availability 
and your luck while out on the hunt, I would 
recommend two quails per person. 

Method
• Heat your skillet and put in a splash of 

oil once hot.
• When the oil is very hot, put in the 

quail and turn them a few times to 
sear all sides.

• With all birds nicely browned on all 
sides, add between 5-10mm of water.

• Add at least two or three unpeeled 
cloves of garlic, or more to taste.

• Optionally, you can add a slosh of 

• Put the lid on the skillet or cover with 
tin foil.

• Cook for about 15-20 minutes, turn-

sides are properly cooked.
• Remove the birds and reduce the 

cooking liquid.

If nearly all the water evaporates at any 
stage during the cooking, top it up. The 
steam helps evenly cook the birds and 
prevents them from drying out. If you have 
no way to cover the skillet while cooking, 
no worries. You will need some more water 
to compensate for the evaporation and it’s 
best to give the birds one more turn and 
cook them for about 25-30 minutes. 

Once the birds are cooked, you can put 
them in tin foil or keep them on the side. 
Now put the skillet back on high heat and 
reduce the cooking liquid to a few spoon-
fuls. Remove the cloves of garlic, which 
should be soft on the inside and can be 
squeezed from the skins. The remaining 
cooking liquid makes for a great sauce to 
go with the birds. In theory, you are now 
good to tuck in. Plate the birds and put the 
sauce on them. Serve with a few cloves of 
garlic for those who enjoy the ‘garlic paste’. 

butter to the reduced cooking liquid to 
make a beautiful sauce. After removing it, 
wipe the skillet down, add a bit of oil and 
re-heat. Return the birds, giving them a 
quick sear on either side to crisp them up. 
As before, plate them up with a few cloves 
of the cooked garlic, putting the sauce 
over them.

Variations to this recipe are endless. 
When not out camping, I often cook quail 
at home, using pretty much this exact 
method. In the comfort of a proper kitchen 
and running water, I pluck birds rather than 
pulling the skin off with the feathers and I 
have experimented with no end of season-
ings and ways to make more sophisticated 
sauces. One constant is that I always use 
the reduced cooking liquid as a base. 
Happy hunting and enjoy your quail.   .

Quail necks have a surprising 
amount of meat, so do not 
waste them.

Coming along nicely.



After reviewing SmartRest’s 
inaugural Quad Rest, I was so 
impressed that I purchased a unit 
and mounted it on my quad. So, 

it should come as no surprise that I was 
super-excited when I received the Quad 
Rest II for review. 

The versatility and inbuilt features make 
this an extremely successful way of secur-

or 4WD. The usual method of securing a 

via lockable, clamp-style ‘Vs’. They both 

involves either undoing front and rear 
straps or unlocking the clamps, which 
often requires both hands on each clamp. 

The big advantage with the Quad Rest 

when riding around, but the gas-assisted 
struts hold it extremely steady when 
standing and shooting. If you want to 

reason, you simply undo the front and rear 
straps so you’re not any worse off. 

Upgrades
The Quad Rest II comes with twin mount-
ing brackets suitable for a round or square 
bar from 16mm-46mm. The unit can be 

A locking plate replaces the previous 
rubber strap used to lock the unit in the 
‘down’ position. This is quicker and easier 
for both locking and lifting when shoot-
ing, and there is no loose rubber strap to 
keep track of. The double swivel allows far 

greater range of movement.
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The featured double swivel mount 
allows for a far greater range of up and 
down and side-to-side movement 

This even accommodates shooting 

This is far easier than you would imagine. 

left hand, but I found that shooting left-

held so steady in the rest. 
After a brief period of practice, I found I 

and shoot effectively. I also discovered that 
with the unit mounted on my quad bike, 
I could move off the bike, walk around to 

supported. This allowed for virtually 360 
degrees of shooting angle. 

Another upgrade is the gooseneck-type 
offset in the horizontal bar, which means 

-
ing when swinging through the various 
shooting positions. 

With safety precautions in place, I rode as 
fast as I dared around our property - much 
of it over reasonably rocky terrain. There 
is some movement of the cradle itself, 

remained securely held in position. 
The locking plate was stiff to use to 

begin with, but I’m sure that would ‘wear-
in’ over time. Once off the bike, it is far 
quicker to release, raise and shoot. I took 

every awkward shooting position I could 
think of and found that in addition to far 
greater range of movement, the swinging 
motion appeared to be a little smoother 
on the new model. In a nutshell, the Quad 
Rest II passed everything I threw at it. 

There’s little not to like about the Quad 
Rest II. It does take some practice and 
familiarisation to become comfortable 
with the sequence and technique to unlock 

shooting positions. 
It requires time initially to ensure that 

you have the mounting location correct. 

rest, I could then position the base so that 

front of the quad. Other than that, if you 
liked the Quad Rest I, then the Quad Rest II 
is simply more of a good thing. 

Purchase info
There are a huge array of accessories 
available for the Quad Rest II, including a 

tendency to tilt forward in the rest, as well 
as offset arms available to allow the use of 
large capacity magazines, plus many more. 

The Quad Rest II retails for $365 and 
is available through various stockists or 
Eagleye Hunting Gear via eagleyehg.com.
au    . New locking plate.

Unlocking the rest.

Left range of movement.

Additional elevation is possible.



challengechitalThe
A plan comes together as Brad Allen 
secures a desirable trophy and more

For many trophy deer hunters 
around Australia, the thought of 
taking representative heads from 
all of our deer species crosses the 

mind at some point in our hunting career. 
Red, fallow, hog, chital, rusa and sambar 

deer are dispersed all over our country 
and opportunities to hunt them are far 
greater now than ever. I had been hunting 
Queensland red deer for many years and 
taken several representative stags before 
the opportunity to hunt fallow deer even-
tuated and sometime after that, I took my 

My introduction to the Blond Bay Hog 

many years ago has presented me with two 
hog deer hunts in the Victorian Gippsland 
area, where I have taken two representative 
stags and a hind. Without the ballot, there 

is no way that I would have ever been in a 
position to hunt these beautiful little deer. 

When I headed down to Victoria for my 

deer hunters and was invited back to hunt 
the mighty sambar. A couple of trips later, I 
am still yet to locate and take a represen-
tative sambar stag. Technically, I have col-
lected a sambar stag, although it was only 
a spiker for meat. 

As a Queenslander, I haven’t had the 
chance or ability to again head south and 
hunt for that elusive sambar stag. But 
recently, I weighed up my opportunities 
while talking to my old hunting mate Keith, 
who suggested a trip north to the Charters 
Towers area for chital. With no real obstacles 
to consider, a hunt within my own state 
seemed a good option. Keith quickly put 
his many years of chital hunting contacts to 
good use and in no time his mate Greg and I 
were heading to the tropics for a week. 
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Glassing a mob of hinds and yearlings 
from the dry creek bed.

Brad Allen with a prime hind taken for meat.
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We met another Brad, our host and 
guide in Charters Towers, before the drive 
out to the property where several small 
bands of chital were observed as we 
cruised into the homestead of the large 
cattle property. It’s a common fact that 
chital congregate fairly close to areas of 

-

thinking is that the deer feel safer when 
nearer to the homesteads as predators are 
less likely to bother them there. 

After hunting red and fallow stags/bucks 
during their annual ruts, it was unusual and 
surprising to see chital stags in all stages 
of antler growth running in the same mob. 
From freshly shed, to just starting velvet 
growth, to full grown velvet heads almost 
ready to rub out and stags in hard antler, 
all at the same time. And what’s more, 
stags roaring throughout the year. As we 
headed out early the next morning, Greg 

any prospective stag. The country was dif-
ferent from anything any of us had ever 
hunted before, with low basalt ridges 

entire chital habitat, spring fed creeks and 

eucalypt forest intersected with shallow, 
dry creek beds.

The evening before, we had seen a large 

forest, out onto the property’s airstrip. In 
the morning, Brad parked the LandCruiser 
in a shallow dry creek bed and with the 
wind in our faces, we slowly headed along 
the depression, using the shallow sides as 
cover, to where our host knew the deer 
would be returning to bed.

Several groups of hinds, yearlings and 
fawns fed slowly back into the timber as 
we crept along. It was then that a bachelor 
group of young stags was spotted feed-
ing off to our right and as we glassed their 
trophy potential, another group of hinds 
and yearlings fed into view over the edge 
of the creek bank. We all froze for the next 
15 minutes as inquisitive eyes scanned for 

off towards their bedding areas. With the 
morning heating up and most of the deer 

now bedded, we decided to head back to 
the homestead for brunch.

Come 3pm, Brad checked the wind and 
we were off in the LandCruiser to the far 
side of a large island in the middle of two 
dry creek beds. As we parked the vehicle, 
we immediately heard a stag roaring on the 
far side of the island. With the light breeze 
in our faces, we quietly moved through the 
long grass, putting up several wallabies 
and a spikey that luckily all moved away.

After some careful stalking, the roar-

observed feeding through the open forest 
towards their night-time grazing paddocks. 
With nothing of any size among them, we 
continued on, dropping into another dry 
creek bed, and skirted around their posi-
tion. Groups of hinds and yearlings were 
scattered through the bush, feeding into 
the light breeze, when another stag roared 

Chital stags generate scrapes 
similar to fallow bucks.

Spring fed creeks create swampy 
conditions and well watered feeding areas.

While stocks last. Prices subject to change.

19 Babbage Road, Roseville Chase, NSW 2069  |  Phone 02 9882 2689  |  www.magnumsports.com.au

THIS MONTH’S SPECIALS

Burris Eliminator Laser Scopes
In stock now

New model just landed
Burris Eliminator V 5-20x50

$3145

Burris Eliminator IV 4-16x50
Just $2775

Burris Eliminator III 4-16x50
Just $2430

Zeiss V4 3-12x56
Illuminated Reticle 60

30mm Tube
Reduced from $1540 Just $1395

Vortex Venom 5-25x56 FFP
EBR7C Reticle in MRAD or MOA

Just $669 limited stock

Franchi Instinct Sporting 30“ 12G
Italian made, cased, 5 External Chokes

Colour Case Hardened Action
Just $1995

Steiner Predator LRF 10x42 Binos
Inbuilt Laser Rangefinder
Just $1995

Sauer 404 Sale
Sauer 404 Classic XT
Reduced from $6660

Available in 308, 30-06 and 7mm Rem Mag
 Just $3995

Ridgeline 4K Trail Cam
24 Mega Pixels and 4K video
2” Colour LCD Screen
8 month stand by time
Was $200, just $119 
while stocks last

Hornady Lock ‘N’ Load Auto Charge
Electronic Powder Dispenser/scale
Was $600, just $349  
while stocks last



no more than 400 yards ahead. The sun 
had dipped below the horizon and the light 

spied him, holding several hinds. 
Dipping back below the creek bank, we 

edged forward another 300 yards or so, 
where Brad and Greg moved into a posi-
tion for a shot. With barely enough light 
left, Greg lined up the stag with his Sako 
.270 and squeezed the trigger. The pleas-
ing ‘thump’ of a solid hit echoed back as 
the representative stag bit the dust. By the 
time congratulations were made, photos 
taken and the cape, backstraps and back 
legs removed, it was dark and we were all 
ready for a rest. 

were on a basalt wall overlooking an expan-
sive swampy plain. Pigs fed among the reeds 
and several mobs of deer were scattered 
about. From a distance of over 500 yards, we 
glassed one group of deer that contained 
several large hard antlered stags and two 
even larger ones in velvet. At this point, a 

from a fold in the plain. He was obviously 
the largest on view and had classic lyre-
shaped antlers. He had my attention! 

Brad and I moved out onto the plain, 
using the reeds of the swampy ground as 
cover. At 165 yards by my Leica Geovids, 
the mob continued to feed towards cover 
as I put my old Ruger .270 up onto the 
shooting sticks. The large mob of over 30 
deer fed and moved continually, blocking 
any potential shot, with hinds in front of 
the stag, and when there weren’t hinds, he 
was concealed by long swamp grass or the 
folds in the land. No clear shot presented 
and they all fed off to their bedding area.

trophy and suggested that we adjourn to 
the homestead and come back later that 
afternoon, as he would most likely feed 
back out onto the plain near where he had 
gone into the bedding area.

A weather change blew through early 
afternoon, putting the wind exactly in the 
right position for our proposed stalk. The 
pigs were out feeding as we crested the 

basalt wall and glassed towards the area 
where Brad suspected the stag and his 
harem would be. Several groups of deer 
entered the plain from the basalt ridge we 
had come in on, all moving into the breeze, 
towards where we reckoned our stag would 
be feeding. As the sun sunk below the 
horizon, the breeze grew in intensity, keep-
ing the deer feeding in sheltered pockets. 

With Brad’s expert knowledge of the 

that the mob would stay close to the pro-

out onto the swampy plain. We made sure 
there were no eyes on us as we made a 
beeline for a large rubber vine bush on the 
crest of a low rise, overlooking a protected 
pocket. Our luck was in, as we could see 
the mob feeding in the pocket no more 
than 80 yards away, and no sooner were 
we stationed behind the bush than my stag 
walked out onto the feeding area. 

Light was fading fast as I carefully set up 
the shooting sticks at the edge of the bush 
and moved the .270 into position, waiting 
for the stag to present a clear shot. With 
over 20 deer feeding in the small area, 
several hinds were standing in front of big 

into the clear, surveying his harem. With no 
time to waste, I held steady and squeezed 
off the shot. Deer scattered in all direc-
tions, but the monarch only took a couple 
of steps before going down for good. I was 

As our guide Brad said: “I love it when a 
plan comes together.”   .
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The chital challenge

Greg with his chital stag 
taken at last light.

Brad Allen with his lyre-shaped 
trophy chital stag.
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I instance, a Model 70 Winchester 
7mm-08 with gorgeous custom timber 
for red deer work. Then there is a Brno 

ZG47 .30-06 with a 65-year-old story to tell 
which I carry for water buffaloes. Another 
Brno ZKW 465 in .22 Hornet with set trig-
ger is for hares, goats and other pests. Also, 
a Beretta Silver Pigeon, which points like a 
dream on quail. These are tools. 

Damien Edwards speaks with a keen 
outdoorsman offering a personal touch 
to your revered hunting knife

They are made with steel and wood. 

a privilege to own and beautiful to hunt 
with. Something to cherish, care for and 
hand down to the next generation when 
my ‘custodianship’ ends. Memorable hunts, 
camp oven cooking, wet boots and cold 
coffee are memories associated with them. 

-

forests, deserts or swamps. It processes 
your harvest. It helps feed you. A knife, and 
a good one at that, deserves no less consid-

bespoke knives. As a long-time outdoors-
man himself, he has a unique appreciation 

good blade. But he doesn’t just stop there. 
His heirloom quality work is not only beau-
tiful, but functional quality which is built to 
last. And his eye for detail is evident in each 
piece he creates. Marty shares my passion 
for custom work. 

“As the maker, I encourage the end user 
to be a part of the design and creation of 
my custom knives,” he explains. “Steel 
selection, blade shape, handle mate-
rial choices and sheath options can all be 
customised to suit the individual and their 
preferred use. 

“I want the blades I make to be highly 
cherished by the people who own them. 
To be an item they use with pride and look 
after as a family heirloom.”

Marty’s cheerful disposition and easy-
going nature assist him greatly in building 
the special rapport with customers that 

-

towards. “When I’m asked to make a 
custom knife, I try to get to know what the 
end custodian is into. How they hunt, what 
they like about being out in nature, what 

well as the terrain and climate they mostly 
frequent, that way I can really match the 
blade to them and their conditions.”

What started Marty in his knifemak-
ing journey? Like most things, necessity 
was the mother of invention. Following a 
request from his son years ago to make 
him a knife, this artist realised a talent 
which had previously not been evident. 
This talent has now become a full-blown 
passion. It became immediately apparent 

production knifemaking simply can’t cut 
it in the individually tailored world of the 
custom creator. 

Marty Jelinek, custom bladesmith.

A 7" feather Damascus with 
fuller, Tasmanian blackwood 

and hand guard with brass 
spacer and pin, plus custom 

leather sheath.
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A well-made custom knife just works 

is due to ergonomics. How it feels in the 

your palm, grip texture of the material and 
your own manual dexterity. If you have 
size 12 feet, you don’t buy size 9 shoes. The 
second reason is steel and its composition. 

As regular readers will be aware from 
previous articles printed in Australian 
Hunter, I’ve spoken at length in regard to 
steel and its behaviours. Through employ-
ing steel which has the correct chemical 
composition for the task at hand, virtues 
such as edge retention and corrosion resis-
tance can be seen to increase. Different 
knives are designed with differing blade 

diverse tasks. 

knife for example, which needs good cor-
rosion resistance, a bendy blade and the 
ability to take an edge quickly, requires a 
completely different type of steel than, 
let’s say, a hatchet. Both are cutting and 
slicing tools, but their applications are 
vastly unalike. It is Marty’s inherent com-
prehension of steel which helps put his 
knives a cut above. 

He enjoys working with 10-series steels 

with 15N20, W2, 26C3, 80CrV2 and one of 
my personal favourites, 5160, a high carbon 
and chromium spring steel which offers 
not only an excellent level of ductility and 
toughness but also a great measure of 
resistance to fatigue.

The 5160 certainly lists highly on my own 
preferred steel for knife blades. Marty also 
indulges stainless steels too, in the form 
of Bohler N690, 12C17, 440C and 14C28N. 
Like all of us, Marty has his favourites and 
rates 1095 as one of his preferred steels to 
work with. 

“1095 mono steel is my preferred for 
hunting knives,” he tells me. “I just love the 
way it can be used in both Damascus and 

-
ing the blade’s edge with iron or stainless 

“It holds and retains an incredible edge, 

is cost effective.” 
He also enjoys the painstaking pleasure 

of crafting custom leather sheaths for his 
blades and he even built his own forge and 
hydraulic press.

In today’s world of plastic stocked hunt-

-
stands the ‘personal touch’ side of equip-
ment for the outdoorsman. Not everything 
today is made to be handed down. But 
something as personal as a highly revered 

-
tion, which have served their owner during 
memorable times with close family and 
friends, epic hunts in amazing locations, 

camp meals alike, well, that’s a hand-me-
down to be treasured. 

Naturally, contingent upon style, most 
knife and sheath combinations involve 
roughly 50 hours of work and attract an 
estimated two to three months lead time 
from order placement.

at marty.jelinek@yahoo.com.au or via his .

Mosaic explosion Damascus comprised of 
heritage wrought iron, brass liners with 

tone ebony. The sheath is made from both 
bovine and ostrich leather. 

A 4" deep belly drop point skinner in 
1095 with handle from mallee root burl 

with black micarta bolsters, carbon 

45-degree right-handed sheath.

A 4.5" trailing clip point with large dagger-style 
swedge boasts a nine-layer San Mai blade with 

1095 steel as the core, 15N20 pure nickel and 
1074 cladding with Damascus half hand guard 

featuring a copper spacer and inland rosewood 
handle, with a left-hand sheath.
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With pigs too plentiful on 
my hunting grounds, I had 
temporarily switched atten-
tion from wild dogs to feral 

porkers. The trail cameras were showing 
lots of daytime pig activity on a dead cow, 
so hunting buddy Pete and I decided to sit 
over the carcass late one afternoon. 

Only a week or so previously I had shot a 
smallish ginger boar there using the same 
approach. The trail cams were indicating 
that the sows had overcome their fright 
and resumed business as usual, with a new 
black-coloured boyfriend in tow. 

The plan was to wait until we had a 
swarm of pigs at the carcass and then open 

breeding sows as a priority, before turning 
our interest to any boar still in the vicinity. 
To put a dent in the burgeoning feral pig 
population we needed to take out the big 
breeding sows. Boars were a dime a dozen 
and quickly replaced, as recently seen. 
Even though good-sized boars rarely had 
decent hooks in this country.

We sat on the face of a steep spur over-
looking the site of the carrion that was 

and I set up my .257 Weatherby Magnum. 

some hasty shooting on the hogs, I could 
also keep my eye on a jungle clearing 
where sometimes wild dogs came out in 
the late afternoon. A wild dog would take 
priority over any pigs. It would be a long 
shot but something the .257 had proved 
itself capable of in previous hunts from this 
exact position.

The pasture was thick, so we had no prob-

light breeze in our faces and the sun sliding 
lower in the sky behind us, we had a prime 
spot to shoot from. Time drifted along and 
I was concentrating on the distant clear-
ing where I hoped to spot the wild dogs, 

us. A hushed “pig, to the left,” from Pete 
snapped my focus back to the front. A hefty 
ginger boar had poked up out of the creek 
and stood scenting the air carefully before 
moving on towards the carrion.

After years of spotting a hefty hog, Don Caswell
opportunity to bring his .257 Weatherby Magnum into play

The 'can opener' about to demonstrate 
why he was given the nickname.

Don was a happy man after 
downing the large ginger boar.

A ginger offspring caught on trail cam



 Australian Hunter   83 

“Well I never...” I whispered to Pete. 
“That’s the last pig I expected to see here 
this afternoon. It’s the can opener.” There 
was no hurry, we could sit and watch 
the hog for a while. I went on to explain 

amassed hundreds of trail cam photos 
and videos of this boar gnawing at carrion. 
In all that time the few daylight photos 

share his food and shooed away any pigs or 
dogs with the temerity to think they could 
have a snack while he was in residence on 

up a bloated carcass, invariably from the 
rear end. I had a host of gruesome images 
of him doing just that. I had nicknamed him 
the 'can opener' for such behaviour.

We had a brief discussion. The idea had 
been to wait for the sows to join the boar 
that we had been expecting and then start 
shooting. With this crusty old boy unlikely 
to welcome company for dinner, here was 
a golden opportunity to take out the alpha 
boar in the area. Many of the younger boars 
I had seen and shot were ginger as well 

and their patterns painted a remarkable 
resemblance to this veteran. I would take 
the shot and at any hint the boar was not 
anchored, Pete was ready to hit him again 
with the .308 Win.

The boar, with much testing of the wind, 
would walk a slow few metres and stand 
for a while. I whispered to Pete: “There’s a 
bit of weed between us. When he moves 
clear of that and stops, I’ll whack him.” It 
took a while but eventually the boar pot-
tered for a few steps and stopped oblig-
ingly. I squeezed off a 110-grain Nosler 
AccuBond at 3310fps muzzle velocity.

Even over the booming echo of the 
Magnum you could hear the solid smack 
of the impact, right behind the point of his 

and that was it. Pete maintained a sight on 
the boar just in case he leapt up, while he 
also checked around for any opportunities 

else appeared so we emptied the chambers 

Up close the boar was bulkier than he 
looked in photos, a hefty old-timer indeed. 

He had a big, long head and was greying 
around the muzzle and face. His hooks 
were worn right down and splintered. Both 
those aspects of his appearance seemed 
to indicate a good age on him. Having him 
show up in daylight had been a real bonus. 
It was time for a change of bloodlines in 
the local feral pig population.   .

Pete shows off the 
old ginger boar.
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Any hunter has his or her reason 
to chase their animal of choice 
in conditions that are often far 
from comfortable. For me, the 

main reason is to put meat on the table, 
followed by a strong urge to be out in the 
bush, close to nature. 

The fact that I shoot to feed myself 
and my family means little goes to waste. 

myself out and about shooting pests for 
farmers. This is something that was always 
‘part of the deal.’ In exchange for access to 
properties, I would control pig, dog, goat 
and other populations. 

Whether it is stricter gun laws, changing 
sentiment, lack of time, or something else, 
I do not know, but where a decade and 
longer ago, most property owners would 

an increasing number of properties I hunt 
on no longer actively control pests them-
selves. Instead, they rely on hunters to do 
so for them. 

Of course, you will not hear me complain 
that this provides opportunities to shoot, 
but it does make me feel a little ambiguous. 
Yes, the pests need to go and fortunately, 
many of the species I shoot make for good 
eating. However, there are a few species 
that I do not eat. In order to not let the 
despatched animals go to waste, I decided 
to see what use I could make of them. This 
led me to taxidermy. Not because I neces-
sarily want to mount entire animals, but to 

Jan Kaptein provides a comprehensive home D.I.Y 
guide to get you started

preserve useful parts of them or to mount 
them for educational purposes. 

While at it, you learn more about the 
anatomy of the animals you work with. 
For those interested in the basics, this 101 
will provide some insights. To start easy, 
I will focus on the skinning, cleaning and 
mounting of small birds. This requires little 
prior knowledge or experience. Chemicals 
used are also less toxic than those 
employed in most mammals and other 
animals with thicker and greasier skins. 

there are a few prerequisites that have to 
be met. In random order:
• Make sure that it is legal to obtain and 

own any animal you work on. Pest 
birds are generally not an issue, but 
many of our native species require 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

applies if you only intend to use the 
preserved animal or its parts for per-
sonal projects.

• Wear latex gloves when handling dead 
animals, just in case. If the animal 
you work on was not raised in a con-
trolled environment, freezing it prior 
to processing is a good idea as it will 
kill many of the bacteria, viruses and 
small insects it may carry.

• The bird you want to work on needs to 
be fresh. It is always best to work on a 
freshly killed animal or one that was 

frozen immediately after it died and 
thawed out right before you work on it. 
To check for freshness, gently rub the 
skin around the beak. If the top layer 
rubs off, leaving a shiny surface under-
neath, discard the animal. Alternatively, 
part the feathers on the belly and 
gently rub. Again, if the top layer of 
the skin easily comes off, exposing the 
shiny skin underneath, the bird is likely 

• Have a clean workplace with your tools 
and chemicals clearly marked and 
within reach. Also, make sure you have 
a container to dispose of any animal 
and chemical remains in a safe manner.

• When using chemicals for tanning 
and other purposes ALWAYS make 
sure to wear nitrile gloves and ensure 

of fresh air. Masks or respirators are 
not needed for the chemicals I turn to 
for small birds but use your common-
sense and remember that being safe is 
always better than being sorry.

101
Game bird
taxidermy

You can mount your duckling as you 

was not pinned while drying.
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For small birds, the materials required 
are fairly basic. In a nutshell, you need the 
following tools to skin the bird: scalpel, 
tweezers, needles, small pointy pair of scis-
sors, small brush, paper towels and latex or 
nitrile gloves. To gain an easier grip on slip-

starch or similar powder can help. I like to 
work on a tray because it keeps things tidy 
and together, but this is optional.

Other materials needed to stuff and 

foam for neck, glue gun, metal wire, wire-
cutters, pliers, suture needle and thread, 
pins and a mounting board or perch as well 
as a hairdryer and toothbrush. 

Chemicals used are limited but for a 
small bird, you will need tanning solution 

kitchen detergent.
Once you have all these sorted and you 

have defrosted the bird you intend to work 
on, you are good to go. To avoid becom-
ing lost in the details, I will stick to some 
main steps with pointers for each. Practice 
makes perfect, but if needed, information 
is available online to help you out. 

Once you start, it is important to pre-
vent the skin from drying out, so if you 
stop for more than a few minutes, you can 
always use a plant spray bottle to apply 
some moisture or wrap the skin in a wet 
towel. This will not damage your work and 
buys you time.

1. Starting off, gently pull the neck and 
legs of the bird to reduce stiffness of the 
animal. This will make it easier to work. 

this use a scalpel to cut through the skin, 
but no deeper. 

The incision will be roughly from the 

The cut is no exact science, but make sure 
not to cut too deep and to stop before the 
cloaca which you do not want to rupture. 

With the cut made, use the back of your 
scalpel or tweezers to ease the skin off the 
muscles. Bird skins are often frail, so do 
not pull hard or use the sharp edge of the 
scalpel as you risk damaging it. Once you 
have a start, it is often possible to use a 

Proceed with this until you reach the bases 
of the wings and legs. Use kitchen towels 
to remove liquids or blood as you go along.

The top of the leg musculature will be 
visible at this stage and you gently work 
around the bottom side to free the skin, 
which you can push back towards the knees. 
Once this is done, cut off the legs at the 
knee joint. This is an easy cut through the 

tail. You will encounter the cloaca, which you 
will need to cut. You can put a small plug 
of paper in it, so it does not leak when you 
sever it from the intestine. 

Once you reach the tail, skin around the 
rear end of the body and cut the small 
bones. I like to use a pair of scissors to pre-
vent the risk of damaging the skin. This is 
a tedious process as most birds also have 
two glands at the base of the tail. These 

avoid damaging them this is fairly easy, 

otherwise, you will need more time to 
remove the grease that is bound to spread. 

With this done, you can now skin up 
the back of the bird, right up to the wings. 
Once you reach them, gently free the skin 
around the shoulders and cut the joint. For 
many birds, you can now proceed to skin to 
the base of the neck, after which the skin 
is easily removed by gently pulling it over 

becomes stuck at any point use your nails 
or the back of a scalpel to help ease it off. 
However, some birds have a head that is 
much wider than the neck to put the skin 
over. This applies to ducklings, like the one 
in the images, as well as many parrots.

If you do not need the secondary cut, 
proceed to push the skin over the head 
using your nails or the back of your scal-
pel. Once you reach the ears, use a pair of 
tweezers to pull them out by holding the 
skin and gently pulling to free it. Continue 
skinning to the eyes. 

Here some caution is required as you do 
not want to damage them. If you gently 
pull, you ought to be able to cut under-
neath them through the transparent layer 

skin to the base of the beak. Once I reach 
this stage, I like to apply tanning liquid with 
a brush. This is done on the inside. Make 
sure to cover the entire skin.

2. This is an optional step and describes 
the neck cut. Cut on the top of the skull 
from between the eyes, down to the base 
of the skull at the back. Once done, sepa-
rate the skin, free the ears and eyelids as 
previously described and skin around the 
skull. Cut the neck close to the body. You 

Duckling with main body removed.

Glands near the tail, next to the thumb 
- carefully remove these.
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through the hole you made.

3. The head can be a bit tricky to clean, 

They easily come out without rupturing if 
you use a pair of tweezers that you wiggle 
underneath prior to popping them out. 

Next, remove the meat and tongue from 
the bottom of the beak and cut the neck 
close to the base of the skull. You will now 

the base of the neck to be able to remove 
the brain. Follow the bone at the back of the 
skull and cut around and pull the last neck 
bone free with whatever else comes out. 

Now remove the brain and as much meat 
as you can from the skull. In general, the 
cleaner the better. However, do leave the 
small tendons that join the top and bottom 
part of the beak intact, as this will make 
mounting much easier.

4. With the skull freed, apply some tan-
ning liquid with a brush and proceed to 
go over the skin to remove any remaining 
meat and grease. Also, remove the meat 
on the upper legs that you cut earlier. The 
cleaner they are, the better. Once you are 
happy that you have the skin and skull as 
clean as you can, it needs to be washed. 

This is done in lukewarm water with 
some common detergent. Put the skin in 
the water and gently move it around from 
time to time. In all, you will need to wash 

remove any blood or other stains that may 
remain on the feathers. Once you take the 
skin from the soapy water, rinse it under 

a gently running tap. Proceed to dry it 
between some kitchen towels and do not 
worry at how sad your bird now looks. 

When dry you can apply another coat 
of tanning liquid to the inside of the skin, 
skull and bones. This will prevent damage 
by insects and other problems. An alterna-
tive to this is to mix some tanning liquid in 
lukewarm water and put the skin in that for 
about 10 minutes after rinsing it. While it 

-
ning agents leave residues on the feathers 
that may impede their natural lustre. As a 

some borax salt on it and inside the skull.

5. You are now ready to either sow up the 
bird skin or mount it. Supposedly, you went 
through all this trouble because you would 
like to mount it. Modelling PU bodies, 
necks and other parts is beyond the scope 
of this article, so I will assume that pre-
made parts will be used. These are avail-
able for sale. 

and length of the neck and cut a piece of 
foam of the right diameter and length. This 
is threaded on a metal wire after which you 
double the end with a pair of pliers to make 
a small loop. If you made a secondary neck 
cut, the neck will not be inside out, so pass 
the foam neck through the neck skin prior 
to gluing it to the skull.  

Proceed to make sure the inside of the 

glue-gun, inserting the eyelet at the end of 
the wire as deeply into the skull as possible 

-
rect angle. Pass the other end of the neck 

wire through the PU body and cut it, leav-

foam to anchor it securely.

the skin back over the head and mark in 
the clay where the eyes should be located 

after which you pull the skin off again. 
Glass eyes come as two blobs of glass 

on either end of a metal wire, so cut either 
side, leaving about 5mm of wire and push 
them in. Now you can ease the skin back 
over the skull and make sure the eyes are 
correctly placed. If you need to move the 
skin about, be careful not to push or rub 
the feathers out. Gently ease the skin back 
further. If there is too much space at the 
back of the head, you can use some dry-

skin passed over this, you can model the 
head if required. Now pull the skin over the 

6. For small birds, I will assume that will 
mean a mount with closed wings, so no 
wires need to be passed through the wings. 
They are simply pinned into position once 
the bird is mounted and will stay in place 
once the skin dries. For the legs, pass wires 
from underneath the feet at the back. 

Game bird taxidermy 101

Carefully cut through the retina to fold back the 
skin, making sure not to damage the eyelids.

Washing and tanning the skin once all 
internals have been removed.

Skin ready for mounting next to PU 
body and foam neck.

Skin with foam neck attached to 
the skull and PU body inserted.
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The wire needs to run under the skin. It 
helps to cut a point so they are easier to 
pass along the joint, which can be tricky. 
Patience is your friend here, so wiggle 
gently and take your time. You do not want 
to puncture the skin. Once done, wrap the 

shape the upper legs. 
To prevent them drying out the skin too 

quickly, give the wool a quick brush with 
some tanning liquid. Pass the wires through 
the PU body and cut them on the opposite 
side, anchoring them by folding them back 
into the foam like you did with the neck. 

Model the skin over the body, neck and 

-
ning a narrow metal wire through it and 
into the PU body. 

7. Now you can stitch up the bird. Use a 
thread that is not too thin and ideally in an 
unobtrusive colour. I stitch from the inside 
of the skin to the inside on the opposite 
side, leaving about 5mm between stitches. 
Do so close to the edges but leaving 
enough skin so it will not tear. 

If you made a neck cut, start at the top 
of the head and stitch down to the base. 
For the body, start at the cloaca, stitching 
upwards. With the body halfway closed, use 

8. With the bird closed, you can use a 
hairdryer and toothbrush to dry the chest 
where you made the cut. Make sure to 
only blow and brush in the direction of the 
feathers and do not put the dryer too close 
as it will heat the bird up. Once done, move 
the bird into the desired position, marking 
the perch or mounting plate where the leg 
wires protrude. 

Drill the mount and pass the wires 
through, folding and anchoring them at the 

to your bird’s posture and pin the wings in 
place. Push the pins through small pieces 
of cardboard to evenly press them in place. 

For birds with webbed feet, you may 
want to pin the toes down as they other-
wise typically warp while drying. Arrange 
the feathers in their natural position, which 

remains is to remove the pins once your 
bird is fully dry. Do not just pull them out 
but twist them gently until they are loose 
and remove them.

This procedure will work on most 
small birds, but each species has its own 
anatomy and peculiarities. Personally, I 
often preserve skins and forego mounting 
entire specimens. If you do want to mount, 
make sure to keep the body and parts you 
remove for reference and size. 

It also helps to search the internet for 
images prior to starting the project. This 
will give you ideas about the desired way 
to mount as well as natural poses of the 
bird in question. All in all, taxidermy is an 
interesting hobby that allows us to know our 
animals better as well as preserving them 
for educational purposes. Whatever your 
objectives are, please make sure to comply 
with laws and regulations and ensure proper 
care and protection when working with dead 
animals and chemicals.   .

Game bird taxidermy 101

Wires inserted in the 
legs and attached to 

the PU body.

Mounted duckling with 
pins to ensure it dries in 
the desired posture.
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It would be nice if you could have a 
-

tion irrespective of the game involved. 
Unfortunately, there is the small 

However, I suggest that in the modern 
world under the right circumstances you 

of performance simply by upgrading to a 
different type of projectile.

Secondly, another situation has occurred 
with many calibres having heavier than 
normal projectiles progressively available 

a real problem in that most barrels from 

stabilise the new offerings. It’s not a new 
problem and it has existed for many years.

When I started reloading in 1982 it was to 
cater for pigs and mainly rabbits. The prop-
erty we had gained access to contained 
both in large numbers, with a morning on a 
hill crammed with rabbits requiring paced 
shots to prevent excessive barrel heating. 
In addition, we spotlighted most nights, 
mainly for rabbits and foxes.

Varmint calibres: .222 Remington, .22-
250 Remington, .220 Swift and .243 
Winchester
I started out using conventional projec-

from Sierra, Speer and Nosler, mainly 
soft-points and occasionally hollow-
points, seeking the best accuracy. In the 
mid-1990s a shooting mate introduced me 
to Gary Little in Brisbane. He produces pro-
jectiles in many calibres up to and including 
those in .510.

As a reloader I started experimenting 
with other projectiles early in the process. 

From a varminting point of view every bit 
helps and I was rapidly becoming inter-
ested in long-range action. The use of 

and their nose slightly better than normal 
soft-points. When it was possible to do so, 

and we still have some available. 
Once you go over about 300 yards/

begin to become effective both in terms of 
speed and retained energy. Once again you 
can improve the downrange performance 
just by selecting the projectile with a bal-
ance between velocity and accuracy, some-

applied to a .220 Swift my son owned, which 
was a solid long-range performer.

The other projectile, often overlooked, 
is the partition type. These are not a new 
idea, as RWS released the H-Mantel pro-
jectile in 1934 with a soft tip and a much 
harder base. The tip breaks up and the rear 
core penetrates. One US writer said that 
he had never recovered a rear core from a 
partition projectile, so you gain the best of 

both worlds. Thus, he is suggesting that a 
60gr Nosler Partition in .224 calibre is well 
on the way to compare with some .243 
calibre projectiles.   

calibre 58gr Hornady V-MAX at 3650fps 

is 257fps faster and the retained energy is 
96ft-lb higher. But while the Hornady has 
the mushrooming tip, it does not have the 
rear portion penetration. I would argue that 
under many circumstances the Partition 
may be a better projectile to use.

Often it takes considerable time and effort 
-

racy and velocity but in the long term for a 

going to limit your range. For the long-range 

Low Drag nose works. There was some 
chatter at one stage about the effective-
ness of the nose, but they expand okay in 
my opinion at all ranges.

Nosler AccuBonds 
will upgrade the 
performance of 

any cartridge.

The .243 case, (left), will not stabilise this 115gr 
Little custom protector point in a 1:10 barrel 
but is accurate in the .243 Ackley in a 1:7 barrel.

Ballistic Tips in a variety of 
calibres and weights.
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Hunting calibres: .243 Winchester, 6.5x55 
mm, .270 Winchester and .30-06
There were some others, but I experi-
mented with these various projectiles to 
improve the result. 

The other problem is the vast array of 
designs. It is impossible to use them all and 
you can only write about personal experi-
ences. While a good, accurate varmint 
round, I consider the .243 Winchester to 
be almost a minimum for pigs of all sizes. 
Some would disagree, but there are rea-
sons for the decision. Mainly where we shot 
pigs initially there was thick cover avail-
able and unless you anchored the animal 

another. However, this has changed over 
time with a new property to shoot on.

Hence the trend to turn to heavier calibres 
initially. We did use the cartridge a lot for 
dam shooting when we could rely on a care-
fully aimed shot over open country, mainly 
with 100gr Speer Spitzers. Usually these were 
propelled by a load of AR2209 at an average 
of 2890fps. Like the .270 Winchester, the 

New load development includes 100gr 
Little protector points and 55gr Nosler 
Ballistic Tips. I had not used the Gary Little 
design previously simply because I had large 
numbers of Speer projectiles available. 

The 6.5x55mm is a Tikka T3 and has only 
used Gary Little protector points in either 
140- or 160-grain weights. Both combina-
tions are effective.

Initially, I started out using the stan-
dard 130gr soft-point on pigs with a .270 

load became 54gr of AR2209 powder and 
130gr Gary Little protector points, which 
quickly evolved. We used this for many 
years and I would not even guess how 
many pigs this load has despatched. We did 
a lot of shooting over dams at night in the 
early days with a spotlight, with the .270 
effective on longer shots. We had similar 
results with 150gr Ballistic Tips.

Our records show that we loaded up the 

Winchester. While we soon had an accurate 
load, there is no evidence that we ever 

-
ably only deer under a spotlight, which was 
merely a meat gathering exercise. It took 
out a palm-sized hole in the animal’s neck. 

load, development is well underway again. 
Initially, it is interesting to note that it did 
not like the 54gr AR2209 Little 130gr soft-
point load at all. 

With the .30-06 I have tested numbers 
of different projectiles over time. Early in 
1997 we tried Nosler 220gr Partitions on 
pigs but found them overly hard. Whereas 
165gr soft-points were more effective. It 

with. Hornady 165gr GMX provided good 
accuracy when the load developed but we 
have yet to use them on pigs. 

The other projectile developed in .257, 
.270, 7mm and .308 but not personally 
used to date on any live game is the Nosler 
AccuBond, released in the USA in 2003. 

Initially used on pigs by another in our 
group in a .308 Winchester cartridge, it was 
obviously achieving good results from per-
sonal observation. However, the drought 
interrupted our normal shooting regime.

It might be suggested by some that 
when you are attempting to compare the 
ballistics effectiveness of one projectile 
against another, you are merely playing 
with the numbers. Oddly enough, I would 
agree simply because we are not looking at 
just how different projectile types perform 
depending on design. Based on experience 
of shooting pigs over nearly 40 years we 
have formed a reasonable summation.

If we use the basic soft-point as a base 
round, I would rate the Little protector 
point and/or the Remington Cor-Lokt 
design on par with any of the plastic-tipped 
unbonded projectiles and suggest that 
both are worth at least another half a cali-
bre in value. 

Further, the Nosler AccuBond is worth 
perhaps ¼ of a calibre valued at least a full 

of the calibre concerned.
The other unspoken issue is one of sight-

ing. A set shot as such with a solid rest is 
totally different to attempting a long shot 
and using a tree trunk for some support. The 
set shot coupled with a good projectile may 
be entirely adequate, while using the tree 
trunk might need a cartridge with a bit more 
clout to allow for sighting errors.   

Sometime soon we will obtain Nosler 
Partitions in .224 and 6mm calibres, hope-
fully in 60gr and 95gr weights respec-
tively and load development in .22-250 
Remington and .243 Ackley cases ready 
for when the pigs return. We will be quite 
happy to use either over baits or perhaps 
with electronic calls. With the accuracy of 
either, the pigs will not like it at all.   .

Proof of the pudding – the cartridge is 9.3x62.A happy trio of hunters.







With the wide distribution of 
both game and pest spe-
cies across Australia, we 
as hunters are often spoilt 

for choice. Many opt to seek the pigs and 
goats of the red dirt plains and Pilliga Scrub 
or the big sambar deer of those rugged 
mountains high. Even more love hunt-
ing bunnies via every method. A mostly 
untapped resource by the majority of the 
hunting minded would have to be starlings 
and Indian mynas. 

Both starlings and Indian mynas are 
far from stupid or easy to hunt. Their 
extremely keen eyesight and gregarious 
nature makes sneaking up on them to 
within airgun range a challenge to say the 
least. Fortunately, they love to frequent 
farmhouse yards, taking advantage of left-
over chook feed and pet food then resting 
in the surrounding trees. 

Although these areas provide food and 
shelter for the birds, they also deliver great 
cover for the airgun hunter to knock them 
off their perch.

I recently made arrangements with a local 
farmer for an afternoon of airgun hunting. 
This gave me the farmyard to myself, allow-
ing for safe shooting and less disturbance 
to the birds. I stepped out of my vehicle as 

my Air Arms S410 with air from the dive 
bottle to the required pressure. 

Flying farmyard
ferals

Adrian Kenney enjoys his conservation work slugging 
starlings and Indian mynas

When you consider the vast habitat in 
which they live and the amount of food 
resources they consume, it is rather con-
fronting to imagine the number of native 
birds they have wiped from our landscape. 
They would be native birds that previ-
ously landed in those trees and fed on that 
ground but now, their calls are silenced and 
we have another sound - of starlings and 
Indian mynas.

While other game and pest species may 
take priority as they provide food or fur, 
it’s often a pleasant change of pace to 

different conservation work, that also 
happens to be satisfying. 
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Loaded with shooting sticks, pellet 

shed and out of the sunlight. The shed 
offered the perfect shooting spot as it was 
centrally located and had openings facing 
in the two main directions of likely bird 
activity. Best of all, it had a clear shooting 
lane to the roof of the chook pen and fruit 
tree behind. 

I was in the middle of setting up my seat 
and shooting sticks when the chatter of 
Indian mynas in the tree outside captured 
my attention. Clearly it was siesta time as 
the colourful birds sat preening them-
selves peacefully in a tree only 20 yards 
away. Easing in behind the walnut stock 
of the Air Arms, the fattest most frontal 

quartering its brown chest feathers. There 
was a ‘twang’ then a ‘thwack’ with a puff 
of feathers followed by a burst of wings 
and alarm calls as his companions pulled 
stumps on siesta time. 

About 70 yards out in the paddock 
stood a large gum tree in which they sat 
with heads tilting amid questioning looks 
as to what had happened. Convinced of 
an emphatic kill, I stayed in the shed and 
settled into my shooting position with 
sticks facing the chook pen roof. They 
would be back. 

There was nothing in the branches over 
the shipping container to my right, just the 
lazy sound of hens ambling around the 
farmyard garden. Then, with a burst of calls 
and wing beats the mynas were back, this 
time landing among the branches of the 
fruit tree which meant I struggled to distin-
guish their subtle movements. 

Then, one chose to be accommodat-
ing and landed out on the fringe of the 
tree where its body was visible to me. Not 

shot, I took careful aim and put pressure 
on the trigger. A limp feathered form duly 
dropped through the branches as the other 
mynas exited with apparent eagerness.

That’s number two I thought to myself 
as I worked the bolt, pushing a third pellet 

fore-end back into the shooting sticks. 
Periodically I’d sneak out to the open front 
of the shed and pop my head out to check 

Indian mynas are intelligent wary birds with 
keen eyesight, ensuring challenging but 

satisfying hunting for the airgunner.

Thanks to the local farmer, Adrian was able to utilise 
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for starlings that frequented the trees 
around the cattle yards. Often, they were 

sat chirping in the afternoon sun as I snuck 
over with my gun. Every time I tried to 
approach by sneaking hunched over, they 

So, I began just ambling out of the shed 
slowly with head down as if not even aware 
of their presence or interested in it. On 
reaching the gate post I’d simply lift the 

raise my head until those mongrel star-
lings came into scope vision. Several times 
I made that same amble out with tension 
and hope in my mind that when I got there 

and most times they were. Lesson learned.
On the other hand, the Indian mynas 

were wising up fast and made frustratingly 

few visits. Back in the shed, I noticed an 
Indian myna land high in a tree at the end 
of the house. I inched over towards the 

airgun’s pellet impacted with an extra thud 
this time as the projectile punched through 
the myna’s back. He dropped like a feath-

branch as he fell as if caught in nature’s 
pinball machine.

The chatter of Indian mynas could be 
heard on several occasions throughout 
the afternoon from the front of the house. 
Each time I headed down to try for a shot 
they would see me before I would see 
them and all I would get was an alarm call 

Later in the day as the afternoon shad-
ows lengthened and the orange tinge of 
a setting sun settled upon the farm sheds 

surrounding me, things were quietening 
down and I tried a few longer shots out into 
the gum tree in the paddock. 

For some reason the Indian mynas had 
reached the conclusion it was a preferential 
perch and indeed it was for both my shots 
missed and landed harmlessly in the pad-
dock. With that I packed up my gear and 
went for a stroll around to see what birds I 

the long grass and debris around the base 
of trees and sheds I only found seven of 
the 11 I had shot.

Amazed and a bit disappointed that I 

lifeless stones, I packed up and headed off. 
But I will be back, because slugging star-
lings and Indian mynas off their high rests is 
too much fun not to.   .

Starlings and Indian mynas may not offer a food 
source for the hunter, but their numbers need 

reducing for our native species, and airgun hunting 
is a satisfying way to do it.    

Flying farmyard ferals



This latest accolade for the Field 
to Fork franchise was announced 
at the 27th Gourmand World 
Cookbook Awards in Umea, 

It marks the third time a Field to Fork 
publication has been recognised on the 
international stage. Field to Fork – Second 
Helpings was named Australia’s Best Meat 
Cookbook in the 2021 Gourmand World 

in the series, Field to Fork – The Australian 
Game Cookbook, was named as Best First 
Cookbook – Australia in 2012.

Best in the World title for
Field to Fork – Second Helpings

The Field to Fork cooking movement 

and fauna and the important connection 
people feel to their food and its origins. It 
has featured a wide range of game meats 
including camel, snapper, crocodile and 
venison to illustrate a grassroots approach 
to sustainably sourcing and cooking food.

SSAA National is proud to have created 
a cookbook that is celebrated on an inter-
national scale and highlighting Australia’s 

for their ethical harvesting of clean, green 
and delicious food.

SSAA National’s latest cookbook has received one of the 
highest honours in food culture by being named in the top two 
meat cookbooks in the world

The Gourmand World Cookbook Awards 
was founded by Edouard Cointreau in 1995. 
The annual awards are the world’s larg-
est international competition in the food 
sector. Entries from 227 countries were 
received for this year’s awards in one of 

nominees in the history of the initiative.
To secure your copy of the two-time 

award-winning Field to Fork – Second 
Helpings hardback cookbook for $49.95 
delivered, visit our Online Shop at ssaa.org.
au   .
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Featuring 54 mouth-watering 
game meat recipes!

Goat shanks with celery, chickpeas 
and cumin is a crowd favourite.
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Competitions close November 30, 2022. Check out ssaa.org.au/win for competition winners.

Simply write your full name, address and 
contact number on a piece of paper and place 
it inside an envelope and send to:
 

Australian Hunter 82
PO Box 2520, Unley, SA 5061 

Competitions

Enter and win
...or enter online at

ssaa.org.au/win

RRP $234.85
Kindly donated by Winchester Australia
winchesteraustralia.com.au

Hunter Winchester 
Prize Pack
Winchester Black Ammo Box 
Winchester Shooting Target Reset 6MM 22LR 
Warthog V-Sharp Extreme Edge Black with Carry Case
Winchester Red Cap

1 of 5 SSAA Pop Up 
Camping Lanterns 

RRP $24.95 each
Kindly donated by SSAA
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au

Epic Shot X Class 3-9x40mm 

RRP $89.95
Kindly donated by Xhunter Australia
xhunter.com.au
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SSAA NT Conservation  
& Pest Management

SSAA NT Conservation & Pest Management 
operates in the north of NT as part of 
the SSAA Conservation and Wildlife 
Management group, providing a free com-
munity service to government, pastoral 
properties and traditional landowners to 
assist with eradication of feral pest animals.

Membership is open to NT residents who 
successfully complete a theory and practi-

with NT Parks guidelines for the destruction 
of pest animals, the Model Code of Practice 
for the Welfare of Animals and the Model 
Code of Practice for the Destruction of 
Feral Animals.

Each year there are six to nine one-week 
-

erties and National Parks, involving four to 

Meetings to plan and coordinate activi-
ties are held as required at the SSAA Darwin 
Branch Range at Micket Creek Shooting 
Complex in Berrimah. Further details, 
including membership forms, can be 
located within the Darwin Branch club-
house or through the contacts below. 

PO Box 90, Karama, NT 0813, email pduff@
iinet.net.au or cscousins64@gmail.com

SSAA Qld Conservation  
& Wildlife Management

THE SSAA QLD Conservation & Wildlife
Management Branch aims to assist in the
protection and restoration of Australian
biotic communities by developing feral
animal control programs in conjunction 
with landholders, government depart-
ments and community-based groups.

Accreditation is open to SSAA members.
Members must pass a written test and a 

activities. We conduct quarterly training 
and information weekends, covering a wide 
range of topics for members and prospec-
tive members. Among other things, train-
ing weekends cover conservation, hunter 
ethics, teamwork, bushcraft, navigation, 

techniques.
Durations range from one day or night to 

10 days and usually involve camping on a 
property. Activities include hunting, shoot-

pigs, foxes, wild dogs, feral cattle, deer and 

by data collection and radio tracking.
For further information, email cwm@

ssaaqld.org.au or visit cwm.ssaaqld.org.au

SSAA Victoria Conservation
& Pest Management

The SSAA Victoria Conservation & Pest 
Management program is an initiative 
started in conjunction with Parks Victoria 
operating under a Memorandum of 
Understanding. Accredited SSAA members 
volunteer to control pest species and prob-
lem species in national parks, state forests 
and on private holdings. The CPM provides 
accredited members the opportunity to 
participate in conservation, whereby effec-
tive methods are adopted to achieve real 
and positive conservation outcomes. To 
participate, you must be a member of the 
SSAA, then participate in an accreditation 
course with a written test and practical 
shoot.

For further information, write to SSAA Vic 
CPM at Unit 2, 26 Ellingworth Pde, Box Hill, 
Vic 3128, phone 03 8892 2777, email cpm@
ssaavic.com.au or visit ssaavic.com.au

SSAA WA Conservation  
& Wildlife Management

SSAA WA has six individual branches 
that undertake Conservation & Wildlife 
Management activities throughout the 
state.

All participants must be full members of 
SSAA WA. Prior to taking part in sanctioned 

accuracy and safety tests, as well as a 
written assessment covering navigation, 
bushcraft and hunting ethics. In addition to 
formal programs, the branches conduct a 
range of social and training activities.

Our branches are involved in a variety of 
conservation-based activities in coopera-
tion with private property managers, local 
municipalities and state government agen-
cies. We work closely with other conserva-
tion organisations. Projects cover a wide 
range of feral and pest species, as well as 
agricultural protection.

For further information or membership 
inquiries, phone the State Coordinator on 
0429 847 590 or email conservation@
ssaawa.org.au

• Supporting conservation activities

• Supporting research activities

• Supporting sustainability and wise use

Help us understand and manage our 
wildlife and natural environments

Donate now

cwrt.org.au

SSAA SA Conservation  
& Wildlife Management 

SSAA SA Conservation & Wildlife 
Management contributes to the preserva-
tion of South Australia’s natural heritage 
through the humane removal of pest ani-
mals that impact and threaten the survival 

undertaken in conjunction with govern-
ment departments, non-government 
organisations, private landholders and 
universities.

Membership is open to SSAA members. 

successfully complete our accreditation 

Activities are run throughout the year, 
ranging in duration from one to eight days 
and often involve camping out. As well as 
undertaking pest animal control activities, 
members are involved in wildlife monitor-
ing, undertake working-bees at key sites 
and can attend regular range days through-
out the year.

For further information or to attend a 
quarterly meeting or range day, please 
visit cwmsa.com.au, contact us via email 
on secretary@cwmsa.com.au or via post to 

Inc., C/0 Secretary, P.O. Box 188, Kent Town, 
SA 5071



onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA 
products, including clothing, camping, 
accessories, knives, books and more.

SHOP NOW 
IT’S EASY! 

$39.95

SSAA Sports Umbrella

The automatic opening SSAA Sports Umbrella has 
eight strong 190T showerproof polyester panels and 
eight windproof 76cm ribs. It has a fibreglass shaft 
with a soft EVA hand grip. 

See the complete range of products in our Online Shop

$53.95

SSAA Hoodie

You can never have enough hoodies! Why not add our 
SSAA Navy Hoodie to your collection? With the traditional 
‘kangaroo pouch’ and hood, it is sure to keep you warm as 
you show off the cool SSAA logo.

The SSAA Navy Hoodie is a Gildan heavy blend top made 
from 50% cotton and 50% polyester preshrunk yarn. 

Available in sizes S to 5XL. 

Please visit our website for 
measurements for correct sizing

The SSAA Renegade Jacket is made from wind and water-resistant 
breathable material and lined with cosy microfleece to keep you warm.
The clamshell jacket comes with a structured hood to keep the rain off 
and has a multitude of zippered pockets to keep your belongings secure 
in the field, on the range, while hiking, hunting or just out and about.

SSAA Renegade Jacket

$94.95

$189.95

SSAA Range Mat and Rifle Carry Case

The SSAA Range Mat and Rifle Carry Case offers two 
fantastic products in the one item. It is a safe and 
protective way to transport your firearms and then, 
once you have reached your destination, you can 
use it as a comfortable shooting mat. Simply unzip, 
unfold and focus on your target.  Please visit our website for more details.

$49.95

Welcome to our latest showcase of Australia’s 
diverse, sustainable and environmentally friendly 
offerings in Field to Fork – Second Helpings. 

Field to Fork - 
Second Helpings

Keep your head and ears warm with SSAA Beanies!

$16.95

SSAA beanies

Pink
Navy 

 Black

onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900 for phone orders

$64.95

SSAA Kershaw Shuffle Folder

The SSAA Kershaw Shuffle Folder is compact, 
versatile, and tough. It has a 8Cr14MoV steel blade 
that holds an edge, resharpens easily and boasts 
a bead-blasted finish that provides an attractive, 
matte-look finish.

$59.95

SSAA Schrade Multi Tool Silver

This handy tool can be stowed safely in its sturdy, 
fold flap pouch and securely closed with a tough 
Velcro patch. The belt/loop system helps you keep 
track of your multi tool so you can cut, file, pry and 
pinch your way through any job. 
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As I write this, the rain is coming 
down in sheets. Rivers are rising 
all along the east coast, and a 
few further inland streams have 

it’s no fun to be out camping in the bush 
and being rained on, but it happens. That 
we have no control over the weather goes 
without saying, so we learn to live with it. 
It’s times like this that you are grateful for 
prior preparation. When you wisely decided 
not to camp in your swag, but took the time 
to put up a tent, or at least a good tarp.

Like most of those who choose to enjoy a 
recreation involving the outdoors, weather 
is a constant factor. For hunters, droughts 
are not much good as the game often 

food and water. The ground is parched and 
cracked, while walking over dead leaves 

becomes softer, making your footfall qui-
eter, and feed is more abundant. Game 
requires three basics in life - water, food and 
shelter. If any of those elements are missing 
life turns harder for both the hunted and the 
hunter. In regard to the previous mention of 
swags, I still like to camp in one, but prefer 
to hedge my bets by putting up a tarp. I 
now rise off the ground by using a fold-
ing stretcher. This way I can lie snug in that 
swag and listen to some rain on the tarp and 
sleep well, knowing that the ground will be 
soft in the morning.

Of course, there’s always the chance that 
the rain may not stop. Hunting in the rain is 
something I’d rather avoid. If it pours while 
I’m out away from camp then I’ll cop it. If 

this is why a lot of people have gravitated 
to stainless steel metal and poly stocks. I 
must admit to having been tempted, but 
still stubbornly stay with blued steel and 

If they become wet, I dry them and then 
apply some oil. There’s a product that 
everyone should have, called Renaissance 
Wax. It comes in a white can with a screw-
top lid and is used in all sorts of places, 
including the British Museum. It seeps 
into the pores of metal and wood and 
minimises deterioration from moisture 

surfaces you want to protect, then rub it off 
with a soft cloth. 

Life would be a lot easier all-round if we 
could accurately predict the weather. Many 
years ago, I asked a meteorologist why 
the weather reports were so often wrong. 
He replied that it’s an inexact science. I 
thought to myself that science is supposed 
to be about precise things but didn’t men-
tion my view to the met man.

Having said that, weather prediction 
really is on the improve. It simply seems a 
lot of humans have convinced themselves 
that the forecasting people are still toss-
ing darts at the map, when the reality is a 
lot different. Often hunters will go forth 
steadfast in their own infallible ability to 
handle anything that arises, up to and 

including weather predictions, because the 
weather people “always get it wrong.” Not 
so, I’m afraid. These days weather fore-
casting is far more accurate than it used 
to be, but that’s not to say there’s not the 
occasional unexpected wrinkle.

A mate and I were camped out on 

some time back and we’d seen a black 
and threatening cloud mass approach-
ing from the west. In fact, it was rapidly 
looming so time was of the essence. I 
immediately began kindling up a good 

going to need some warmth after this 
event passes. Anyway, it struck us hard 
and the tent ripped to shreds. Phil, who is 
not a big bloke, was hanging on the tarp. 
Considering Phil’s size, and the way the 
tarp was going, I had visions of my mate 

So I grabbed the tarp as well and we hung 
on until the storm passed.

still going so we stood around it, steam-
ing gently. We rearranged the tent and 
bailed it out, had a couple of rums and 
crawled into the wreckage. What else 
would you do? At least the ground was 
soft the next morning.   .



What does the SSAA do 
for the environment?

• a KOALA habitat in Queensland

• the reintroduction of the WESTERN QUOLL, 
the protection of the YELLOW-FOOTED  
ROCK-WALLABY and undertaking STUBBLE 
QUAIL population surveys in South Australia 

• assisting with a TASMANIAN DEVIL  
breeding program in New South Wales

• DEER research in multiple states

• raising community awareness about  
PEST ANIMALS in Western Australia

• ongoing removal of CAMELS 
and WILD PIGS in the NT  

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (SSAA), 

along with its states and members, has introduced many 

beneficial and long-lasting conservation and wildlife projects 

in Australia, including:

We have worked alone and in collaboration with government 
and environmental organisations for decades - all in the name of 

conserving Australia’s rich and varied wildlife.

ssaa.org.au



‘WORTH THE
  SMALL COST’

 

HERE’S WHAT SSAA MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION COVERS:

Firearms &  
Accessories.

to the member and 

Coverage.

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Not Covered.Claims 
Settled  
Promptly

MEMBERS FIREARMS PROTECTION

www.ssaib.com.au

For only $35 get $25,000 worth of  
SSAA Members Firearms Protection.

Are you covered?Take up this 
offer with your 
next renewal  

or new 
membership.

Call (02) 8805 3900
Email: megan@ssaains.com.au 

Any commentary provided in the advertisement is general advice which does not take into account your individual situation and you should consider SSAA Mutual’s Financial Services Guide and Statement of  
Protection (www.ssaaib.com.au) before deciding to become a member and to purchase and hold discretionary protection issued by SSAA Mutual Limited. S
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Brett, Ambarvale.


