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Thomas Cook
Editor

The same great content of Australia’s favourite hunting 
magazine rolls on with a fresh new look in Issue 78 to see 

Don Caswell receive the call up from a local farmer to despatch 

was. 

reloading and cover a range of products for the handloader. 
We also put our hands on a respectable pair of PUMA knives and 

Winchester prize pack – don’t miss out!



6   Australian Hunter

I met Dan through a mutual acquain

wheel drives, camping, outdoors and 

Dan asked if I could help him with build
ing his house and we started chatting 
about construction. After I grew to know 
him a bit more, I decided to take him hunt

had just gained access. 
The farmer had issues with deer, pigs and 

goats coming from the surrounding bush 

had wrecked fencing and were competing 
with the livestock for feed he had been 
putting out.

work and set up camp in one of the back 
paddocks. The wind was blowing an abso
lute freezing gale, but we still managed to 

sunrise. There was no rush as the camp was 

morning. The wind had died down and was 
at least consistent, which is rare.

Shooting light came and we started 
hunting, heading straight into the wind as 
we sidled around the rolling hills. Stopping 

deer.

and wallabies as the deer seem to use 
them as lookouts if danger is coming. The 

kangaroo population when we came across 
them. 

Ben Smith recounts how patience paid off as his 

Dan looks pleased with himself 
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of uncleared bushland. We sat behind a 
fallen log and used it for cover while we 
scanned the area.

I spotted two fallow deer feeding in the 

I needed the meat so moved into posi

fell the deer.
We butchered it out and carried it back 

to camp. It was a bit of a mission in these 

was low.

a few more fallow deer but wind either 
busted us or he couldn’t see them soon 

he have a weekend off from building his 

Setting up another rough camp, we 

headed out to check some trail cameras I 

the SD cards and batteries, we reviewed 
the photos back in camp and could see a 
few deer and pigs had been moving about, 
so the omens were good for this hunt. 

good numbers of fallow deer. 

The rough camp set-up saw Ben 
and Dan through the cold nights.

Ben’s 4WD on the farm tracks.

Skinning some 
rabbits by the 

One of the trail 
cameras that were 
checked.
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bush, which was a clearing with improved 
pasture.

was after the fallow deer rut but the bucks 

were still hanging around close to the 
does. 

We moved around the edge of the 
clearing to a 4WD track which contoured 

wind was in our favour and our movement 
became deliberate and slow.

This whole area just felt like perfect 

with improved pasture above and below 

the track when we heard the breaking of 
branches and sound of hooves running up 

the deer walked into a gap and gave us a 
chance. A few seconds later I noticed Dan 

three deer and one had antlers. I said to 
shoot the one with antlers.

echoed in the surrounding hills. It was that 
loud I couldn’t even hear a hit. I asked Dan: 

spot he could see it all unfold.

deer. The bullet had hit the boiler room 

Dan had the biggest smile on his face. 
I set him and the deer up and we had 
enough photos for future memories. We 
took all the salvageable meat we could 

For the rest of the weekend we ate 
fresh venison and hunted rabbits night .

Ben’s trail camera image of a young fallow buck.

A trail camera image of 
livestock in the snow.
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Camp Kitchen

V
for a memorable meal.

Ingredients

• ¾ red capsicum, chopped
• /8 teaspoon ground cloves
• ¾ teaspoon cardamom
• ¾ teaspoon cinnamon
• ½ teaspoon nutmeg

• ¾ teaspoon ground black pepper
• salt to taste

Method

then brown in olive oil in a large Dutch 
oven.

Remove browned shanks to a dish. Add 

Don Caswell

Moroccan-style tagine 
venison… yes shanks!

spices. Add pumpkin, apricots and prunes 
and stir well. 

Add the tomatoes and about half of the 
stock. 

Season to taste with more salt and pepper 
if desired.

Place lid on the pan and put into the 

now and then and add more stock if 

and cook for a further hour or two. You 
can add the chickpeas at this point.

minutes. Remove meat from the shank 
leg bones, discard bones. Stir meat into 

Serving
Serve with steamed rice or lemon zested 
couscous. Sprinkle with lots of fresh corian

.

Served with lemon 
zested couscous 



There is no need to eat beef at 

most rivers, lakes and billabongs, 

feed on the end of a line and baited hook 
in most streams and billabongs. In fact, a 

kit. But I am going off the track here. There 

to catch in pots containing suitable baits.
But, in the tropics we have both redclaw 

own freshwater prawn of the northern 
tropical rivers, creeks and billabongs. It is 

but also a favourite bait for barramundi. 

will brave crocodiles to lance it in the shal
lows at night armed with nothing but a 

and hunting trip north of Pormpuraaw on 
Cape York’s rugged west coast sometime 

a great rate of success. The traditional 

cherabin and asked if she could have some. 

dozen of the biggest and headed down to 

piece of red meat or lures.

Cherabin larvae develop into complete 
miniature copies of the parents. Recent 

and deposited into the estuarine environ

breed. 

nuts, fruits, algae, leaves and aquatic 
plants. Cheese and even pure velvet soap 

here’s Dick Eussen’s top tips!
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can be used as bait, as can animal food 

and eat a smaller one.
The normal method is to catch cherabin 

in pots designed for redclaw. Pot regula

designed to prevent freshwater turtles and 

A word of warning that most tropical 
rivers, creeks, swamps and billabongs 
have both fresh and saltwater crocodiles. 

cornered and provoked, but their saltwater 

all their lives. 

between high banks and water and be 

and hunting in swamps. Also, be aware that 

free themselves attracts both species of 
crocodile.

Apart from that little distraction, catch

to transport. Take a couple of pots, bait 

or billabong connected to a river or creek 

Top bush tucker

The folding Opera House pot is ideal for catching 
tasty freshwater crustaceans.

Both cherabin and redclaw can 
be caught in some streams.

not known to attack humans.

Tropical rivers are rich in bush 
tucker - and crocodiles.

Redclaw lobsters can be caught in the same pots using 
meaty bait. They are cooked in a similar way as cherabin.



 

freshwater streams.

cubes of red meat. The bait is inserted into 
a bag that sits inside the centre of the pot. 
Ensure that the bait bag is secured to the 
centre struts as cherabin are armed with 

cut it open and eat the bait without enter
ing the trap.

The pincers are razor sharp and akin to 

the bait. After a while the bag is useless. 

bird wire or shade cloth or use small cable 
ties to secure the bait to the trap frame. 

streams with used cable ties. Take them 
home. 

them in deep water along timbered or 
weed edges. When working from a bank I 
drop pots in both deep and shallow water, 

When caretaking on a northern Gulf 

ing cherabin in the river. The bait came 

but the cherabin loved it. I checked the 

enough for a couple of meals.
Deep pools produce the biggest cher

Cherabin are aggressive and will prevent 
others from entering a pot when one is 
trapped inside it, though again on some 

species in a trap. 

abin from a pot is to open it and tip the 

move at speed back into the water. Catch 

Top bush tucker

fried or barbecued. I have some favou
rite methods of cooking the freshwater 
prawn and the similar redclaw lobster. One 

go off the boil. Wait until the water comes 

Be wary of the 
pincers, they can 
slice to the bone.

Cherabin are common in 
the pristine freshwater 
streams of the tropics.

A bucket of cherabin, 
top bush tucker.



prawns after about two minutes depend

or ice water to prevent internal steaming, 

choice.

much a learning process to obtain the right 

or plate and salted with natural salt and 
pepper to taste. Splash an egg in a soup 
plate, scramble it, drag the prawn through 

When the butter is melted and hot, place 

method being to wait until the rice crumbs 
turn brown on one side. Turn and do the 
other side, remove and allow to drain on 

burn the panko.

along with onions, tomatoes, garlic, pepper 
and salt, wrapped in alfoil and cooked in 
hot ashes.

remove the gut tube and cut the bodies 

pepper and garlic to taste and cook in a 

Top bush tucker

butter. Add tomatoes, onions and capsi

into it.

it tropical cherabin or inland redclaw. The 
latter are prepared and cooked in a simi
lar manner as cherabin. It’s the best bush 
tucker ever. .

The combined effort of this group made for 
a bonzer catch of cherabin and redclaw.

Barbecued cherabin is delicious.
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L ike most hunters, I am on a 

minimal items. Australian Hunter 

accessories for hunters.
While I am ‘old school’ with a pref

erence for blued steel, timber and 

backpack. Living in the tropics also means 

leatherwork.
I moved on to neoprene slings and, 

leather, the problem of slippage still 
remained, albeit to a lesser degree. And, 
like leather slings, there were adjust
ing buckles that were inclined to click 
and clack against things and, in some 

have to eliminate all sources of such give

Blackfoot Designs’ Silent Sling seems to 

made from a single piece of strong, dark 

sling. A short length of rubberised grip
ping material is sewn onto the sling where 

ence while stalking game.
Another useful bit of kit is their Binocular 

swing that unrestrained binoculars develop 
when a hunter is moving about. A stretch 

level for use, but pulls them back against 
the chest when released.

When sitting in ambush for wild dogs, 

skin often proved to be irritating in the 
tropical heat. I have now adopted the 
Blackfoot Blaze Bush Hat with a matching 
light veil. 

The veil attaches via Velcro to the hat 
rim, hanging a couple of inches in front 

effective concealment. When not required 

Visit blackfoot.com.au for pricing and  .

  
KEEP IT SIMPLE
Don Caswell

PRODUCT REVIEW

This face veil, that hangs off the Bush Hat, is 
essential when hunting wary animals.

Blackfoot Silent Sling, on 
the right, compared to a 

neoprene version.

This simple 
design keeps 
your optics 
against your 
chest when not 
in use.



 



Mcamping. While we all spend 
a good part of our time in the bush, I know 
of few others who use a hammock as their 
preferred shelter for overnight or longer 
trips.

Some hunters sleep in a simple swag 
with a tarp, others use stretchers, tents or 

take pride in ‘roughing it’, just sleeping 

I am growing older and it was just never 
comfortable. 

After going through all sorts of sleeping 
arrangements out bush, I have settled on 

light tent in the back of the car for emer

That’s because the other hammock strap 

Jungle Zip XL. It is large enough to be com
fortable for taller people, has an integrated 

a convert. We take cues from each other 

camping gear, but sleeping in a hammock 

hood memories of back pain after a stint 
in grandmother’s hammock on the porch 

have done so a few times.
Hammocks have the big advantage 

 101 When it comes to sleeping 
in the bush, Jan Kaptein 

simple hammock the best



 

straps, two carabiners and a tarp with para
cord lines, elastic and a few pegs. All done 

tives. The hammock is marketed as suit
able for ‘the buggiest of jungles on the 

tropics, I am inclined to accept this bold 
claim. The hammock itself is a ‘gathered 

mosquito netting included. It measures 

fortable in it. 

ripstop. The integrated mosquito netting 

see through it, the term refers to the mesh 

and never had a single bite while in the 
hammock.

shaped and also has additional reinforced 

secure it in bad weather. I use snakeskins 

slide over the hammock to encapsulate 

and keep it clean.

to hammocking. 
Most have to do with the fact that 

Heavy-duty zippers 
on the integrated 
mosquito netting of 
the Hennessy Deep 
Jungle XL.

The Hennessy Deep 
Jungle XL is shaped 
asymmetrically.

Out bush. You do not want to use a 
thinner tree than the left one.



hammock. When looking for suitable trees, 
avoid selecting the tallest trees in a stand, 
make sure there are no dead or broken 
branches overhead and keep in mind that 
the trees need to support the horizontal or 

So when in doubt, thicker trees and 

trees tilting towards the hammock. I will 
not go into too much detail, but the angle 

tight. But as a rough rule of thumb, aim for 

At this slant the sheer force will be 

In contrast, hang at 5 degrees and that will 

out with enough ground clearance. Using a 

is not stretched too tight or too slack. This 
line, which is attached to either end of the 
hammock, also doubles as a convenient 

light or other small utensils.

Tarps are a must-have to keep out rain and sun.

position to camp in wooded areas. When 

become creative and use alternate points 

the bull bars on the ute, but have on one 

hang a hammock, but a few stand out in 

1. Traditional suspension lines: These are 

tree bark. Paracord in a suitable diameter is 
a good choice. 

While this method is lightweight and 

the trees, which should be avoided. One 

webbing strap around the tree. This also 
ensures less slippage, so I would recom
mend its use. Having loops at either end 

2.

tion. Traditional straps have loops at either 

Hang your hammock at slightly less than 30 
degrees as it will always sag a little bit.

A carabiner attached 
to the suspension 

line hooks into the 
looped strap for easy 

hanging.

Hammocking 101



 

THERMAL

Hunt the night.

SCOPE

CLIP-ON

HANDHELD
New from Burris!
Bringing 50 years of experience to thermal, Burris now offers a Thermal 
Riflescope, Handheld and Clip-On. No matter your need, these feature 
packed thermal optics will let you take night hunting to the next level!

The Burris Thermal Series, includes a handheld device for identification 
and tracking, a clip-on attachment and a fully equipped riflescope, all 
manufactured to the highest standards.

Track them down at:
www.berettaaustralia.com.au/burris-thermal

Available from Burris Premium Dealers and all good outlets

www.berettaaustralia.com.au/dealers



end and are long enough to wrap around 

However, there is a much quicker and 
easier alternative. Instead of using lines, 

loops. This will be a lot quicker, both to set 

Do make sure to use proper carabiners, 

a dollar each. I use lightweight climbing 

even easier, there is the option of modi

instead of just having loops at either end, 

or all of the strap. This makes hanging a 

mock. You wrap the straps around the 

with the straps that just have loops at the 

tree undamaged, which is good.

3. Toggles. This is sort of a middle 
ground. The principle is simple. You pass a 
toggle on one end through a loop on the 

old greatcoat with loops and toggles. What 

people using them suggest using the loop 
where the hammock is gathered, attaching 
a toggle to the strap or suspension line that 
is fastened to the tree at either end. 

again need to be careful about the length 
of the suspension lines or straps once 

attach a toggle at either end of the ham
mock instead. 

webbing strap around the tree, after which 

The advantage of this method over the 

webbing strap for some paracord, so saving 

stand the sheer pressure. I suggest using a 

suspension lines discussed under option 

angle.

Hammocks can be hung over surfaces 
that would be unpleasant to camp on with 

puddles of water after a downpour. While 

Having it drag through the mud or risk

not ideal. This is where snakeskins come 

the tubes protecting the hammock itself 
from contact with mud or sharp objects, 

From inside the hammock, snakeskins can 
stay on the suspension lines.

Looped straps will 
save you a lot of 
time.

Hammocks are easy to hang 
with looped straps.

Hammocking 101



 



touching the ground.

them, just grab some waterproof fabric and 
sew two tubes just over half the length of 

open makes putting them on even easier. 

One aspect that is often overlooked is 

side the tropics or on summer nights, I rec
ommend using some form of insulation. 

For me, a combination of a silk liner with 
a light sleeping bag does the trick, but 

forms of insulation are ‘mats’ and ‘quilts’. 

one in the back of the car, just in case. Even 
on a tropical summer night, a stiff breeze 

sleeping bags inside the hammock instead. 

viding protection from the cold.
While all this covers the basics, there 

sells ‘AutoMagic Water Collectors’. These 
are nothing more than small funnels to 

allow standard bottles to be screwed in. As 

also use them to collect rainwater for some 
basic cooking when needed. Another item 

ridgeline to help keep some small items in 
order. 

chair. Once inside, a common mistake 

uncomfortable and unstable. You will not 

translate into the hammock swinging too 
much. 

hammock to prevent it from swinging in 

the hammock somewhat spread, making 

preferences. There is no ‘best’ or correct 

like using looped straps, not hanging the 

hammocks over each other like bunk beds. 
How she makes it into the top hammock, 

would never consider doing. 

under his hammock and limiting what he 

never a bad idea. 

ness of the available posts. 

able. For those who decide it works for 

.
The Hennessy Deep Jungle packed away.

Hammocking 101

Snakeskins.



 

Ocaused some damage and as 

a long weekend at the local vet. And I 

dogs looking for pigs. However, our chosen 

As usual we were in good spirits and 

four bailers. We had almost strolled into 

another postcode when the barking started 
further up the creek line.

ments we could tell the boar had attacked 
Ace, but we didn’t know much more. 

evade the barking dogs and charge. With 
its head down and at full pelt, it covered 
the short gap in a number of long, power
ful strides and was on me before I’d even 
shouldered the compact coach gun. 

lightning speed. The boar’s momentum 
ran it up the barrel and as the front sight 
disappeared into the side of its mouth an 

ful one on mine. I wasn’t sure if the violent 

jolt was the boar’s solid impact or the 
coach gun going off.

But of more concern was Ace’s condi
tion. The boar had bitten parts off Ace’s 
right foot and had a chomp on the rest.

little Pete, putting Ace well on the road to 

dog.

You reap what you sow

out again to do battle with the Top End’s 

tracking collar and as such the coveted 

Gary Hall gets more 
than he bargained for 
bailing boars 

Gary, Rocky and 
the boar after a 
triumphant outing.



Pioneer in the shade, the bailers went into 

of home ground advantage.

frame a short distance from the boar’s 

moving terrier in its face, a safe shot was 
impossible.

A split second after lowering the coach 

made a run for it. For a big fella he could 

some ground. After travelling further than 

its measure and its undivided attention.  

almost in stereo and the boar hit the deck 

gave them a drink at the creek line before 

.
Ace’s right foot is missing a 
couple of digits after being 
chomped by the wild boar.

Gary’s swollen right hand after 
dealing with the boar at close range.

Rocky looking pleased with 
himself after a successful hunt.

Hog wild!





Idiscipline but over time I bought 

tent and sleeping bag, plus a PUMA hunt
ing knife. 

Most of the kit lasted well. I still have 
the pack, with the tent and sleeping bag 

long after I bought the PUMA knife, it was 

nostalgia, perhaps it was just the right 

PUMA knives. 

knives manufactured in a number of 
countries. 

PUMA branded knives, or Classic knives 

are turned out under contract in Spain 

origin. 
So, what makes a German PUMA knife 

One is the tradition. PUMA has a long con

together and purchasing one is an invest
ment in an esteemed product. 

With that in mind, I decided to look 

regarded PUMA Jagdnicker nach Frevert, a 

translates to hunting knife, while 
Jagdnicker is a little more complicated. 

a Jadgnicker was driven under the vertebra 
so as to sever the nerves and kill the game 
animal. 

akin to a stabbing blade, but the design 
of the PUMA Jagdnicker nach Frevert is a 
more modern interpretation. Utilising a 

uted to Walter Frevert, hence the name 
Jagdnicker nach Frevert. 

belt pouch. Its traditional, angular design 

stag scales, while the nickel silver bol
sters, spacers and brass pins all add to the 
appeal.

though comfortable in the hand. The 

nism that has a raised release, rather than 

believe the format is to help closing the 

A pair of 
Mark van den Boogaart revisits a classic brand

Good-quality gear costs, but the price is well worth it. 



 

blade is 76mm long, 3mm thick with a 
slow taper that ends in a drop point. As 

Printed on the high gloss blade is a lot 
of information including name, model 
number, place and date of manufacture, 

folding knife with a classic hunting feel 
and appearance.

The second knife, the PUMA Jagdnicker 

knife. It is regarded as a true PUMA clas

Oberforstmeister Walter Frevert was, and 

On the one hand he was a man rec

to European hunting, and species man

member, accused of committing war 
crimes in Poland.

With that in mind, let’s have a look at 
the knife. At a total length of just more 

brings together stag antler scales, brass 

steel blade in a traditional hunting knife. 

skinning.

of the Jagdnicker blade provides a lot of 
detail including name, model number, 

on the reverse side of the blade there is a 
small punch mark, a visible outcome of the 
Rockwell testing. 

The Jagdnicker is supplied with a green, 
tanned leather belt sheath with two sepa
rate press clips, one attached to the belt 
loop that secures the end of the knife, the 
other at the front bolster.

In looking over the Jagdnicker, there is 

So, as I had purchased two hunting 

hunting. With a fallow deer hunt coming 

a number of fallow, which gave me 

designed to do, making short work of 
breaking down game for transportation 
and further processing back at camp. 

of the trip and continue to do so whenever 
I’m out hunting.

thing new to look at, the PUMA Jagdnicker 

more tangible link to hunting tradition. 

.

Both knifes performed as 
expected and made short 
work of breaking down the 
fallow deer for easy carrying 
back to camp. 

The leather work is 
just starting to show 
signs of use - which is 
exactly what you want 
from hunting knives. 



Since the loss of Holden, there’s 
been renewed market inter
est in Aussie owned, made and 
designed products. Even more, 

Crawford, was a professional truck driver 

wheel driver. So he’s seen his fair share 

in his sights, he set himself the task of 

bottle holders.
Most gas bottle holders on the market 

are no match for rough road conditions. 
Meanwhile, other restraints with their 

of gas bottle holders are built tough 
for local conditions out of 3mm thick 

folded and welded before being powder 

The gas bottle holders can be base or 

9kg variants. Understanding the market as 

he does, Jim has even developed a line of 

paddock or even a camp shower so much 
easier.

The securing strap has a thick rubber 
moulding and the latch is reversible to 

and for lefties. The latch is also lockable to 

looking for new properties. The Top End 
Campgear gas bottle mount came through 

the storage space in the camper.

Scott Heiman

Verdict:
RRP:
topendcampgear.com.au

PRODUCT REVIEW

tough gas bottle holders

It takes a user to design something 
this tough.

You are singing in 
the rain with Top End 

Campgear
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fle, elegant in design and robust. Expect nothing less than exceptional 

accuracy and the ultimate in reliability and performance. 

AccuracySwitch Barrel

Detachable
Magazine

Cold Hammer 
Forged Barrel

3 shots
100 Yards
Cal. .270 Win.
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.404 Jeffrey / .416 Rigby

The HEYM “Express” is the most well-designed and 
well-built  big-bore bolt action available today. HEYM 
goes to great  lengths to ensure 100% reliability. 

magazine boxes. Leaving no detail to 
chance, we  manufacture our own  
barrels and all small parts for our 

EXPRESS

SR21 Allround (Walnut)

Classic stock walnut grade 2, rubber butt pad, rosewood end 
on the forend, hand checkering. Fast 60° bolt lift with a very 

Pic. Artemis 
with upgrades

PH: (03) 56681940
E-mail: info@sportingguns.com.au
Web: www.hermannsguns.com.au
(All prices, images and information are subject to change without prior notice)

HEYM FOR OVER 150 YEARS
88B - Double rifle

dangerous game. There are more Professional Hunters carrying HEYM 

Medium Calibre: $2849
Magnum Calibre: $2999

Add a set of Rusan 
Pivot Mounts including 

MADE IN GERMANY

Calibres in stock:
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Ever since reading stories in hunt-
ing magazines as a teenager, I 
had eagerly anticipated the time 
when I would have the chance to 

hunt the Himalayan tahr. Some years ago, 
after seeing a wonderful 14"-plus mounted 
specimen taken by my good mate Warren 
McKay, I knew that the majestic bull tahr 

Tahrs are threatened in their home range 
in the Himalayas, so there are really only 
two other places in the world that they can 
be legally hunted - Texas and the South 
Island of New Zealand. 

Several of our mates had hunted tahrs 
in recent years with Dave Campbell from 
Outback Hunting New Zealand and had 
given him the two thumbs up. In NZ, 

tahrs, like deer, have continued to spread 
throughout the alps of the South Island 
and have been subject to Department of 
Conservation (DOC) controlled shooting 
programs. Dave spent many years hunting 
and shooting tahrs all over the South Island 
for the DOC, gaining invaluable experience 
and a deep understanding of tahrs’ behav-
iour and habits.  

It was a no-brainer that we would also 
use Dave as our guide to hunt these mon-
archs of the mountains. My nephew and 
hunting mate Frank and I subsequently 
booked with Dave for an early spring tahr 
hunt, where we were reasonably sure that 
the bulls would still be sporting their long 
winter pelage.

Dave had driven us to the foot of the range 
that we would be hunting and to save my 
ageing knees and four hard hours of back-
packing, we opted for a three-minute taxi 
ride into the hunting block in a Hughes 500 
chopper, which also enabled us to take a 
few more luxuries along to make the camp 
a bit more comfortable.

By early afternoon we had set up camp 
in a sheltered valley next to a cool, clear 
mountain stream (where we placed the 
beers to stay cold) and started glassing the 
open mountain tops for tahrs. It was a good 
sign when Dave spotted a group of nannies 
and kids feeding around a ridge top, high 
above camp and several pigs could also 
be heard squabbling a few hundred yards 
away in the scrub on a nearby crest.

Tahr 
thanks!

Size really does matter for Brad Allen in the 
lofty New Zealand alps

Frank with his 12½" bull tahr.
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By 3pm we were heading up the valley 
on a rough track through the tangle of 
scrub, en route to the open tops where 
the tahrs would come out to feed. I won 

I had hunted red deer in Brisbane Valley 
earlier in the year and thought I was rea-

amid the steep, slippery terrain. Frank on 
the other hand, who had been training for 
a marathon that he ran two weeks earlier, 
bounded up the mountain after Dave as if 

-
tains are steep.

An hour or so later, saw us at the lower 
elevations of the open landscape, where 
we sat and glassed likely areas all round. 

The Hughes 500 on the ‘helipad’ 
waiting to be loaded for the trip in.

Frank and Dave during the 24C 
‘heatwave’ conditions.
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The tahrs were just starting to move about 
and we spotted several young bulls feed-
ing, but we needed to gain more altitude 
to be in a better position to glass the sur-
rounding areas, so once again we started 
climbing slowly skywards.

Upon reaching the top of a narrow rocky 
ridge, still a long way from the peak, we 
again stopped to glass areas where the 
tahrs would most likely be feeding. But 
with no trophy bulls sighted, we continued 
the slog to the very top of the rim. At this 
point Dave started to locate some respect-
able bulls but they were all on the opposite 
mountain faces and too far away to con-
sider a stalk.  

Another hour or so along the rise saw us 
gain quite a bit more elevation, where we 

then headed a short distance down a spur 
that gave us clear vision of some prime 
tahr feeding areas. Over the next 45 min-
utes we spotted several groups of bulls. 
However the close ones were all too young 
and not trophy quality, being under the 12" 
benchmark.

As clouds blew in and blocked out the 
sun’s warmth and the breeze picked up, 
I was glad that I’d brought my Ridgeline 
hunting jacket with me as my sweat soaked 
hunting shirt turned icy on my back. 

As usual, it was Dave who located a mob 
of 12 tahrs feeding on one of the open 
faces below us, that we had traversed on 
our climb to the top. There were several 
bulls in the group that he estimated to be 
in excess of the magic 12". One in particular 

also still had a nice cape. The decision was 
made to go after him and we carefully 
made our way back to the top of the chine, 
at all times mindful of the breeze and the 
many sets of scanning tahr eyes. 

It was much easier going back down than 
the walk up and in short order Dave had 
us directly above the animals where we 
started our stalk down onto them. At this 

of Dave’s Tikka T3 .300 WSM. As the mob 
fed out of sight into a shallow gully and 
with the breeze in our favour, we seized the 
opportunity and quietly moved forward 
down the incline.

As the mob fed out of the gully into view, 
I chambered a round into the .300 WSM 

Tahr thanks!

Frank with his bull, where it came 
to rest on the mountain.

Dave doing what he does best, 

tahrs.

A mob of red deer 

at the top of the mountain.
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and acquired a steady rest against a handy 
rock. Dave scanned the throng with his 
Swarovskis, locating the big bull feeding 
behind a scrub bush only 115 yards away. 
“He’s the last one, wait until he moves 
out from behind the bush,” said Dave. As 
the bull walked a couple more steps, I 
was given the go-ahead. “Okay, now,” was 
Dave’s directive. With that, I put the cross-
hairs on the bull’s neck as he slowly moved 
forward and squeezed the 2lb trigger. 

The suppressor cut the recoil of the 
.300 WSM to .243 levels and the noise to 
that of a High Velocity .22LR, so the smack 
of the 165gr Hornady hitting the bull was 
almost as loud as the shot. My next view of 
the bull was his four hoofs in the air as he 
rolled into the gully.

At that point, my tired legs found new 
energy as we walked down to inspect the 
bull and Dave measured him at an even 
12 7/8", a highly respectable trophy. After 
the obligatory photo session, Dave caped 
the bull and as it was now 7.30pm but still 

daylight, it was time to head down off the 
mountain to camp.

By the time we arrived back at camp, the 
twilight had given way to the night and my 
energy reserves were spent. It had been a 
tiring but productive day. 

The next morning Frank slept as Dave 
and I sat in comfortable camp chairs solv-
ing the world’s problems. Glancing over my 
shoulder, Dave said: “There’s a pig - quick, 

meat.” I took the Tikka and with a handy 
rest on a tree, shot the pig as he slowly 
wandered up the ridge, 80 yards behind 
camp. Frank quickly woke up wondering 
what the hell was going on. I simply said: 
“Mate, you snooze, you lose.”

As the day began, Frank would be car-

bull. When we walked out of camp in the 
early afternoon amid the 24C ‘heatwave’, 
Dave was complaining and had stripped 
down to a singlet. If only we could hunt red 
deer in 24C temperatures during the rut in 

Queensland, I would be a happy man.
Wearing short pants and with a staff that 

I had cut to assist me with stability in the 
steep conditions, I found it much easier to 
traverse the slopes. Not having to carry the 

Taking the same track through the scrub 
to the heights as the day before, we topped 
out into the open terrain where we hoped 

In the same gully where I shot my bull 
the day before, was a mob of eight that 
contained three good bulls which Dave 
estimated to be over 12". We lay watching 
the mob from a ‘knife edge’ rocky outcrop 
until they all fed into the next gully. This 
was our opportunity and we quickly moved 
400 yards up the ridge, to where they had 
crossed over.

As Dave and Frank slowly eased over 
the top, they could clearly see the mob 
feeding, just over 200 yards away. Dave 

as the one on the far right, that was feed-
ing behind one of the few bushes on the 
hillside. 

Frank took his pack off and eased it 
forward as a rest, before loading the Tikka. 
From a stable prone position, Frank waited 
until the bull cleared the bush and stood 
side-on before squeezing off the shot. The 
bull was hit hard through the lungs as it ran 
30 short yards downhill, before going down 
for keeps.

It had been an exhausting, enjoyable 
and learning experience. “Character build-
ing,” as Dave would say in the steep South 
Island mountains. After a few beers that 
evening, plans were already being made for 
Frank and I to return next year and try for a 
chamois. .

Brad with his bull and the Tikka .300 WSM, with 

Brad with his respectable 12 7/8" bull tahr.

Tahr thanks!
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I am lucky to live in a game rich area 
with hunting opportunities right on 
my doorstep. I take advantage of that 
and, depending on the weather, I hunt 

multiple times in any week. 
It is convenient and easy being able to 

conduct quick half-hour hunts at dawn or 
dusk while having the rest of my day clear 
for other activities. Being in such constant 
and close contact with my hunting loca-
tions, it would be easy to slip into a sense 
of complacency as to the ever-present 
risks involved in my undertakings.

The most obvious risk, and one that I 
am well aware of, is snake bites. Our area 
has an abundance of snakes, both harm-
less and deadly, and I encounter them 

regularly. For years now, when out in the 
bush, I have worn knee-high, heavy-duty 
gaiters. I also carry a small emergency kit 
with a pressure bandage and a personal 
safety beacon. Most of the places I hunt 
offer no mobile phone coverage, so there is 
usually not a chance of calling the cavalry 
in the event of a mishap.

One week, in the space of two days, I 
was graphically reminded of some of the 
other risks that can arise, for any hunter. I 
had walked into a spot where I planned to 
try and call in the area’s pair of alpha wild 
dogs. There had been a series of attacks 
on calves on this and the neighbouring 
properties. The farmers, and myself, had 
sighted a pair of large wild dogs. I secreted 

myself in among a fallen tree, after check-
ing for snakes, spiders and scorpions, then 
began to call.

Almost immediately, a pair of wild dogs 
appeared and headed in my direction from 
a few hundred metres away. There was a 
red male dog and a smaller black bitch. I 
did not need to call again as they had read 
the bearing of my call perfectly. Slowly, 

and raised it to the shooting position on 
my Primos Trigger Stick. The dogs had not 
seen me and continued to close in. As has 
often happened, the female then slowed 
and held position about 200m away while 
the male jogged on straight towards me.

When he was within 100m and in an open 

Don Caswell is reminded of  the importance of caution, 
not complacency, when out hunting

A risky reality



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


38   Australian Hunter

patch of pasture I gave a little yelp. He 
stopped and lifted his head to investigate. 
My 100-grain Nosler Partition killed him 
instantly with a front-on chest shot.

The female bolted at speed for the 
heavy jungle a few hundred metres away. I 
gave a few calls, hoping to stop her before 
she moved too far away, to no avail. I 

enter cover. I prepared for a long shot and 
gave a strident howl. On the edge of the 
jungle, she slowed and stopped to look 
back. She was a fair way off but it was a 
dead calm early morning. I only ever take 
long shots at dogs with an adequate cali-
bre. I held about 300mm above her chest 
and squeezed off a shot. The bullet took 
a noticeable time to cover the distance. 
There was the smack of a solid hit as she 
took off into the jungle.

I set off, detouring past the male to con-

she had been when I shot her. I found a 
blood trail and made ready to go after her 

in the thick tropical jungle. I was a little 
apprehensive about that. I had not brought 
either my compass or GPS as I was not 
expecting to leave the pasture and this was 
the edge of an enormous swathe of rough 
country cloaked in the heaviest jungle. It 
would be easy to become lost. 

I took note of the sun’s position before 

would guide me. Plus, the blood trail was 
copious. I expected the dog would have 
bled out in a few seconds and should not 
be too far into the undergrowth. After the 
shot at her companion, I reckoned her 
adrenalin was high and that had enabled 
the dash into cover.

The vegetation was of lawyer cane, wait-
a-while and heavily thorn-encrusted small 

the sun, seen dimly through the heavy 
leaf canopy above, was indicating a steady 
south-west direction. It was slow going, 

clawing vegetation and trying to keep track 

of where I was.
-

ing the thorny scrub I found the bitch dead. 
She had already begun to stiffen, having 
died within seconds of my shot. Distance 
wise, she had not gone too far and would 
have covered that much quicker than my 
slow going. I looked up. In the meantime, 
clouds had rolled in and I had lost sight 
of the sun. However, I thought I knew the 
direction needed to backtrack directly to 

should not take long at all, now I was freed 
from tracking the dog and only had to con-
tend with the undergrowth.

After half an hour, I was in even heavier 
jungle and much more rugged terrain than 
I had passed through earlier. There was no 
denying it, I was bushwhacked. A time-out 
was required to think carefully through 
my situation and the best response to it. 
In seeking to gain my way down to a steep 

combination of my foot slipping in leaf 
mulch and a tripping creeper sent me 

A risky reality
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crashing down. Luckily, the only thing 
broken was my Primos Trigger Stick, but I 
did add a few more abrasions and bruises 
to my growing collection.

I had a thermos cup that I had brought 
my coffee in with. In the trickle of water 

the cup then had a big drink. It had been 
a strenuous effort and stressful. I was 
a lather of sweat and needed to guard 
against dehydration and the confusion that 

that in my small daypack for later need. I 
sat and focused on my breathing and went 
through a mental relaxation routine. When 
I felt that I was calm, I took stock of what 
I had.

I had my emergency beacon which I 
reckoned I would activate by mid-after-
noon, if I was still lost at that stage. There 
was no signal on the phone, but that was 
expected. The phone did have a compass 
but, having previously found it to some-
times to be badly in error, I was not willing 
to use it. I did remember sending a satellite 

photo of this area to the farmer, showing 
him where I had only recently shot a big 
boar. I pulled that photo up and studied it. I 
realised my mental vision of the terrain was 
a bit out. Clearly, I had been tracking slowly 
away from the farm and deeper into the 
jungle. Distance wise, I would be no more 
than a couple of hundred metres from the 
farm boundary.

As if on cue, a feeble sunbeam lit on 
me. The clouds had cleared a little. It was 
now mid-morning and, allowing for that 
and direction of the sun at that time and 
season, I estimated I only needed to walk 

deliberately took my time, carefully placing 
every step. Straining an ankle or breaking 
a leg would be disastrous. I was never so 
pleased to see the open pastures that I had 
left a couple of hours earlier. I had ‘dodged 
a bullet’ on that one as they say.

Two days later, I was back on the horse, 
as it were, in pretty much the same loca-
tion. I had a multitude of scratches, leech 
bites and few good bruises as souvenirs 

from my previous trip. In addition, I carried 
a raft of strict admonishments from my 
wife and family about staying on the pas-
ture, no matter what, and being home by a 
set time.

It was a late afternoon and I was hoping 
to see, and shoot, a particularly large 
boar reported by the farmer at that time 
and location. I had only just sat down and 
become organised when I saw a good-
sized sow and two half-grown pigs, a few 
hundred metres away. I watched them for 
a while, taking photos and hoping they 
would be joined by the big boar.

With my allotted time frame starting to 
narrow, I decided to sneak closer for some 
better photos, then shoot whatever pigs 
were available and head home. It was an 
easy stalk into the wind to be within 100m. 

bolt half-open, taking photos. However, 
the sow was busy feeding and most of the 
time her head was obscured by grass and 
weeds. I wanted to grab a few photos of her 
with her head up.

A risky reality

Don tracked the bitch deep into the jungle and became lost.
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I was carrying a pig squealer which 
invariably gains the attention of feral pigs. 
I thought I would give that a toot and then 
manage plenty of photos while she looked 
about in response. I gave the squealer a 
toot and the sow launched instantly into 

angrily with all her hackles up. I dropped 
my expensive camera unceremoniously in 

the bolt home and aimed at the pig hur-
tling toward me. Click! In my haste, I had 
not chambered a round. Luckily, the sow 
stopped to huff and puff only 30m to 40m 
distant. I hurriedly chambered another 
round and shot her between the eyes.

In my entire hunting career, of more 
than 50 years, I have never been seriously 

When I lived in the Territory, I shot hun-
dreds of buffaloes, wild cattle and some 
big boars. A few times, some of the buf-
faloes and bulls looked like they might 
be considering a charge, but I was able to 

ballistically persuade them otherwise. 
If I had been photographing a scrub bull 

or a buffalo, I would have made sure my 

A risky reality

the camera. The takeaway lesson was that 
all wild animals are potentially dangerous 
to the hunter and it is wise to treat them all 
with respect and due caution. .

Some essential items 

compass, GPS, beacon, 

aid kit.

The male dog where he fell, with the wall of 
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RESPECT
HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local Sauer Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au
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Flexpro Bipod
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Garmin have long been a leading 
and trusted player in the GPS 
market, both for professional 
and recreational users. In late 

2020 Garmin released their next gen-
eration – the 700/750 series which gave 
the opportunity for Australian Hunter to 
review the Montana 700i GPS.

GPS technology has been readily avail-
able for more than 30 years. So now 
GPS location tracking is built into many 
everyday devices, like your smartphone, 
or camera (if you don’t simply use the 
camera in your phone). 

But anyway, in brief, GPS stands for 
Global Positioning System, which is a 
swarm of satellites in near-Earth orbit. 
These satellites, which are all synchro-
nised to a super-precise atomic clock, 
each broadcast a signal. Your GPS receiver 
picks up the available satellites that it can 
see and, once it locks on to three or more, 
it can use slight differences in the received 
time stamp to determine the distance to 
each visible broadcasting satellite. Then, 
by triangulation of that data, it works out, 
with great accuracy, just where it is on the 
planet.

Over the past decade 
or so, other nations have 
added their own GPS sat-
ellite swarms to the skies 
and the USA no longer 
has the monopoly. China, 
Russia and the European 
Union have installed their 
systems. Galileo is the 
name of the European 
GPS version. It went live in 
2016. The rapid determi-
nation of location dem-
onstrated by the Garmin 
Montana 700i is enabled 
by its ability to lock onto 
both the original US GPS satellites as well 
as the newer Galileo system.

There are many attractive new features 
adding to the appeal of the Montana 700i, 
in addition to its inherent strength and 
functionality. Garmin have made these 
units larger in moving from a 100mm to 
a 125mm screen, a policy I applaud. The 
dimensions of the 700i are 180mm long, 
90mm wide and 30mm deep. The aerial 
housing adds 23mm to what would have 

been a 157mm length in 
its absence. 

Similarly, the SOS 
button augments 5mm 
to what is otherwise 
an 85mm width. The 
unit weighs 410 grams, 

-
ness and is a solid bit 
of gear. It is encased in 
a rubberised skin and, 

will likely stay put on the 
dash of a vehicle and 
retain its position when 
placed on a rock or log in 

wilderness use and extreme conditions.
An outstanding selling point to me is 

the integration of an emergency beacon 
SOS alarm into the Montana 700i. Most 
outdoors folk see the value in emergency 
beacons but not many take the next step 
and acquire one. 

By incorporating the SOS function 
into the design, Garmin have ensured a 
greater adoption of this vital, life-saving 

Garmin guidance
with Montana 700i GPS
Don Caswell

PRODUCT REVIEW
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technology. As with all emergency bea-
cons, you need to activate the service and 
provide your personal details. The Garmin 
inReach subscription does that and, by 
accessing the Iridium satellite network 
(independent of the mobile phone net-
work), enables location sharing, two-way 
text messaging and weather monitoring, 
making the Montana 700i a powerful and 
comprehensive safety asset. 

The inReach payment plans are tailored 
to both recreational and professional 
users. Different contribution options are 
available and, one ideal option for rec-
reational users, is the ability to subscribe 
for a month at a time, as needed if you do 
not require an annual subscription. Search 
‘inReach’ at garmin.com for the full ser-
vice option details.

The 700i is a touchscreen GPS operated 
via a series of menu options. The system 
is intuitively easy and offers the ability to 
customise the icons shown to those most 
useful to your application. There are only 
two buttons - power and SOS. 

Interestingly, the touchscreen can 
be enabled for gloved use, something 

especially useful for anybody in cold 
environments. The unit is waterproof and 
ruggedised. The chargeable Li-ion battery 
locks securely into place, with a twist latch, 
on the rear side. A micro-SD card is located 
behind the battery.

plenty of power at the end of a long day in 
the bush. Topographical and street maps 
for Australia are pre-loaded. Birdseye 
satellite imagery can also be downloaded. 
Barometer and altimeter function is stan-
dard. The 700i is also compatible with the 
Garmin Explore and Connect apps. ANT+ 
incorporation allows the 700i to share 
information with other Garmin GPS units. 
The 700i locked onto satellites and located 
itself faster than any GPS I have previously 
used. It was so quick.

The Montana 700i has a high degree 
of interconnectivity with other electronic 
devices, like smartphones. There are a host 
of activities you can link to and display, 

geocaching.
Software and map updates can be 

accessed and downloaded as required. 

A weather-sealed micro-USB is also 
provided for charging and data transfer. 
Likewise, a sealed external Iridium and 
GNSS antenna port is available. The 700i 
is both Wi-Fi and Bluetooth enabled. The 

While the device is primarily designed 
for terrestrial use, boaties are not totally 

functions, like man overboard, are incor-
porated. The back side of the case has 
mounting points to allow the unit to be 
attached to an array of different vehicle 

safety lanyard.
A comprehensive, 34-page owner’s 

manual can be downloaded from Garmin’s 
user-friendly website.

The Garmin Montana series is readily 
available in Australia and can be found in 
major electronic retailers and gunshops. 
Retail pricing on the 700i appears to start 
at about $1000 and, as always, it pays to 
shop around. .
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It started over a beer. Looking across 
the crop, we spoke about hunting in  
Brisbane Valley. It seemed that we 
knew a few of the same people and 

places. 
A little later came an offer to visit the 

family property and after a few calls, a 
date was arranged. When I arrived at the 
estate, I made my introductions and had a 
good chat with the owner, a genuinely nice 
bloke. A little while later I jumped back in 
the truck and drove over to the block. 

walk, more habit than expectation. In doing 
so I began to build a mental picture of the 
near boundary as well as consider how I 
would approach it next time. 

Geographically, it was a small block, 
something that could be comfortably 
covered in a few hours. However, it was 

surrounded by much larger properties and 
with a promising mix of open paddock and 
rough, scrubby hill country I felt it held real 
promise.

More importantly it was close to home, 
in fact it was the closest hunting block I 
had ever lucked on to and I was the only 
one with access.

Returning two weeks later, the afternoon 
heat meant sticking to the shade, so taking 
it easy I headed towards the far boundary 
fence.

I then found myself at the base of a 
typical Brisbane Valley hill. Steep, heavily 
treed, littered with noisy foliage and rutted 
with a multitude of run-out drains that 
emptied in the creek near the fence. 

With the wind constantly switching 
direction I sat for a minute. Not long after, 
I heard the sound. Something moving, 
crashing, sometimes close, sometimes 
moving away. My resting point provided 

me with cover, but it also limited my view. 
My curiosity gained the better of me and I 
decided to investigate.

It happened fast; a boar appeared very 
-

put down and it was a lump of a pig, so my 
immediate thought was how was I going to 
haul it out?

I’ve never shot a tonner and without 
scales I can’t for sure say that I have. That 
aside, it is the biggest pig I’ve managed to 
drop and after seeking advice from two 
experienced studies on the subject they 
called it a tonner, so I’m happy to agree.

II. So close
A school holiday road trip cut into my time 
on the block during the roar and I didn’t 
get to put a boot on the ground until the 
end of April.

However, I was able to commit a full day 

Small block 
adventures
Mark van den Boogaart documents his pursuit 
for a Brisbane Valley stag

Where the block transitions from 
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to the visits. Leaving home one morning 
just after 4.30am I arrived at a property 
striped with bands of fog. My hope was the 
fog would hold the sounds of roaring stags. 
Of course, they weren’t. The prevailing wind 
dictated I move towards the east and soon 
after I spotted deer in the gloom. There 
was no shot in it but every chance I would 
bump another that I couldn’t see, so I went 
to ground and waited.

The fog eventually lifted and I was on 
the move again. Soon I saw more hinds in 
plain view. So why didn’t I take a shot? The 
reason was simple - the deer were, and 
would frustratingly continue to be, on the 
wrong side of the wire. Something I began 
to refer to as small block blues.

That afternoon I returned to the eastern 
boundary and found the deer still on the 
other side. This time I also spied a stag, 
which looked a double-three. The hinds 
were on the ground. However, the stag 

Top left: The cause of all the noise.

Right:  One strange-looking ‘deer’.
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roar, from way up high on an opposing hill. 
Deciding to join in, I gave a call. Responding 
with typical stag bravado, he closed on my 
position and started a prancing display.

By now I had named him Scrappy, and 
to be honest I really wasn’t interested in 
shooting him. However, I did want to bring 
the hinds closer and so continued the con-
versation. It had the opposite effect, with 
the hinds staying put, while Scrappy edged 
ever closer. With the light fading I took my 
chance and backed out, leaving Scrappy to 
his role of King of the Hill.

The day started badly and didn’t become 
much better. Deciding to hit the block early 
I arrived before dawn. The problem was 
the deer were waiting and as I swung into 
the front paddock, they bolted and disap-
peared into the pre-dawn light. 

There wasn’t much for it but to try to 

but I eventually thought better of the idea 
and turned east. Hitting the boundary line, 
I decided to head uphill towards the high 
boundary point. 

The area was dominated by a confus-
ing concentration of old and newly strung 
wire running along a water course. Over 

and subsequent fencing repairs had tried 

water. 

The outcome was that at times I didn’t 
really know where I was standing so I 
tended to approach and back out with 
some caution so as to avoid ending up on 
the wrong block.

Nearing the junction, I heard a series 
of shots. They were some distance away, 
but still I wasn’t expecting them, so I just 
went to ground behind a large tree. Soon I 
caught movement as a mob of reds came 
crashing down and leaping fences. Truth 

the red deer had passed through, a lone 
hind appeared.

Moving slowly, I wondered if it had been 
shot or just hurt in the pandemonium so I 

my way and as I followed the hind it stayed 
just off my block, though it was a close call.

After my early morning mistake and the 
boundary line stampede, the deer dried up 
and I didn’t set eyes on another for the rest 
of the day. 

Later on I headed towards a well-trav-
elled game trail. I really wanted to gauge 
an idea of animal movement and hoped 
a camera would provide me with some 
information.

IV. Back at it 
As the angle of the sun changed through 
the months of April, May and into June, 

rut, the shortening of the days, the drop in 

Small block adventures

An impressive stag 
rub spotted during the 
later stage of the roar.

The trail camera 
monitors the 

of a hind.
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UP TO 48 MONTHS WITH A 
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Small block adventures

morning temperature and the slow move-
ment of deer.

Experience told me mornings were my 
best chance, so I regularly arrived before 

fog could throw a spanner into the works. 
Catching a glimpse of shapes in the soupy 
mess, I would often stop and scan the sur-
rounds the best I could with my binoculars. 
I had no doubt there were deer, but the 
chance of bumping them in the fog meant 
the percentage play was to stay low and 
stay put.

One late autumn morning I waited for 
the fog to lift and in response to the pre-
vailing breeze headed east. It felt like that 
fence line was becoming an albatross 
around my neck. With the likely concentra-
tion of deer against the eastern boundary, 
my hunting was compressed from a small 
block to a tiny patch of grass and creek 
line. Combined with the wind I was nearly 
always behind the deer and looking into 
the sun. 

Even with the odds against me, time 
and again I found myself in a good shoot-
ing position and within range of deer. This 
morning was no different and from a great 
position of cover I watched a young stag 
emerge from the fog about 40m beyond 

the fence line.  
There were more deer in the fog and they 

appeared to be heading slowly towards the 
wire, so I moved back and opened up my 

didn’t cross and teasingly moved along the 

fence line for a couple of hundred metres 
before peeling away again.  

With that I decided to retrieve the trail 
camera and keep hunting. The day fol-
lowed like most others, a lot of time of 
foot, but little sign of deer.

A nocturnal stag in view of 
the trail camera.

crisp morning.
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Small block adventures

V. Success
It was the second week of winter. Arriving 
before dawn I had picked a clear, cold 
morning with the temperature hovering 

winter on the block and stepping out of the 
car the air was crisp and still. Even better, 
every so often the slightest push of air 
favoured a western approach.

As soon as I was able, I made my way 

the high ridge was a drop onto an open 
paddock of frosted grass. While in the 
bottom of the bowl, I sensed movement 
up ahead. 

It was deer, with a couple of hinds on 
the track that followed the ridge line. With 
little in the way of standing cover I went to 
ground in the grass. Up high and following 

stag.
I ranged him at 236m. With visible tops I 

searched through the binoculars for more 
detail and guessed he was either a clean 

onto the block, so taking my time I went 
prone and shouldered the Scout. The stag 
slowly contoured up and across the open 
face of the ridge. If he kept on his path, 
soon he would be directly in front of me.

For whatever reason he stopped, giving 

hinds bolted down, the stag stumbled 
across the track and fell into the long 
grass.

down and followed the track up, eventu-
ally reaching the point where I had seen the 
stag drop. 

I now stood high on the ridge, exposed 
to the western side of the block. Below me 
I saw lots of deer moving fast in response 

I wondered if my stag was among them, 
then looking down I saw him crumpled up 
on the reverse face of the ridge.

With that I checked my watch and 
realised it was only just past 7am. Taking 
that stag had somehow compressed three 
months of hunting into a little under 30 
minutes, and about two minutes behind 

season of my small block adventures, and 
opened the opportunity to begin, after a 
fallow deer hunt in New South Wales, a 
new campaign upon my return.

adventures’ at ssaa.org.au/ssaa-tv  .

SSAA TV
ssaa.org.au/ssaa-tv

From paddock to 
plate…
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Years ago, I stumbled across Cold 
Steel branded knives while I was 
in search of a more affordable 
alternative for a custom blade 

I was looking to replace. Though they are 
fairly widely available, I had not heard of 
the brand prior to that. 

In the end, I did not go with a Cold Steel 
knife to replace my custom knife, but I 
took home their medium-sized Finn Bear. 
These days, I use two Cold Steel models 
on a regular basis. The Finn Bear, the sub-
ject of this review, and a Master Hunter, 
which is a much larger knife. 

At some stage, I owned another one of 
their options, the SRK (Search and Rescue 
Knife), but it was stolen from my car. Of 
the three, the Finn Bear is the smallest 
and cheapest blade, but it is highly ver-

knife, which is surprisingly impressive 
given its price. It is marketed as a knife 
with a Finnish heritage, though the con-
nection is lost on me. 

Yes, with some imagination, the blade 
is shaped somewhat like a Finnish Puukko 
knife, but I own a few of those and in 

practice the resemblance is marginal. That 
said, I like the shape of the blade, which 
has a solid tip that invites you to test it by 
opening a tin or wedging a nail from your 
punctured tyre. The rounded belly of the 
blade lends itself for skinning too. Besides 
that it does what any medium-sized blade 
does, from slashing rope to cutting the 

Cold Steel is an American company that 
operates out of Texas. It was founded 
in 1980. Their broad array of products 
include anything from knives to bat-
tleaxes, swords, bladed tools, blowguns 
and training items. Production is listed 
as taking place ‘worldwide’. Cold Steel 
describes itself as a company that is ‘dedi-
cated to making the strongest, sharpest 
knives in the world’. 

Though they may not cater to all tastes, 
some of their marketing videos are quite 
amusing. These commercials are billed 
as ‘proof’ and involve various charac-
ters abusing their products to illustrate 
strength and edge retention. Whether 
on purpose or not, the absurd nature of 
some of the videos suggests that a fairly 

-
ucts are in the lower and medium price 
zones, which they are. That said, they also 
boast some premium products. From 
my experience with a limited number of 
their knives, they provide good value for 
money. 

The Finn Bear, which, as mentioned, 
I reckon has limited Finnish heritage 
beyond the shape of the blade, is a com-
pact knife to carry on hikes. The original 
version I received came in some sort of 
Cordura sheath, which I much prefer over 
the polymer sheath that arrived with the 
second one I purchased more recently. 

The Finn Bear weighs 79 grams and 
has a blade of cryo-quenched German 
(Krupp) 4116 stainless steel with a hard-
ness of 56-57 HRC. This type is a lower-
end high carbon martensitic stainless 
steel that is also used for many kitchen 
knives. The blade is 102mm long, 24mm 
wide and 2.5mm thick. It is hollow ground 
with a straight edge at 18 degrees. The 
handle is 114mm long and the overall 
length is 216mm. The handle is ribbed 

FINN and BEAR it
Jan Kaptein is impressed with this cut-priced knife from Cold Steel
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shaped. In practice, this means it is virtu-
ally squared off. The knife is not full tang 
but my guess is that the tang is moulded a 
fair way into the synthetic grip.

Is the Finn Bear the strongest, sharp-
est blade in the world? No, obviously not. 
However, it is surprisingly strong for a 
knife in this price bracket and keeps its 
edge. I have two of them, one that I keep 
in my toolbox and the other I use in the 

-
cant mistreatment. It was what I had at 
hand when I needed to work on gutters 
and down-pipes. Since then, I have used 
it for all kinds of chores I would normally 
never employ a knife for and it has stood 
the test of time.

Prior to that, it was a knife I used inter-
-

ing, I like it best for processing birds of 
all kinds. Without being able to point out 

perfectly for this, I realise that perhaps 
the reason is that there is nothing in the 
procedure it does not do. It is light enough 
to help when plucking, sharp enough to 

I cut through joints or small bones. 
Occasionally, I use the knife to skin 

deer. While a little narrow, skinning with 

belly of the blade. The knife stands up to 
a surprising amount of abuse and holds its 
bite, particularly considering the relatively 
soft steel.

So far, mine have not rusted, even 
when neglected for a while. That said, I do 
not leave blood on any metal surfaces. 
Around the camp the Finn Bear is easy for 
basic chores and due to the relatively thin 
blade it serves as a multi-purpose dinner 
knife. 

for safe usage. The edges of the blade 

you are so inclined. At times, I carry the 
Finn Bear as a back-up knife in my day-
pack, but always in the Cordura sheath 

because there is no clip on the back of the 
sheath.

To sum up, I really like the Finn Bear. It is 
not a fancy knife and it is certainly not the 
strongest and sharpest instrument in the 
world. However, it is surprisingly strong for 
an item in this price range and stays sharp 
with some regular care and attention. 

Neither of the two knives I own has ever 
shown signs of oxidation and the rela-
tively soft steel used for the blade means 
it will not chip easily either. The original 
Cordura sheath may look a bit cheap, but 
has served me for years. The only thing to 
note is it has a belt loop instead of a clip. 
Though clips are convenient, I would pick 
the old sheath over the polypropylene 
sheath that came with my second knife 
any time. 

There is nothing wrong with the new 
sheath and it does come with a belt clip, 
but it makes too much noise when stalk-

The one aspect I do not care much 
about is the handle. It is on the small-
ish side which means it will probably not 

design choice to make it almost ribbed in 
order for it to have more grip was a bad 
idea for a hunting knife. Yes, it provides 
plenty of grip, even when wet, but it also 
makes the knife much harder to clean. 

be scarce. Blood, grease and other con-
taminants are prone to stick between the 

they dry up. If you even see them on the 
black grip in the black grooves to start 
with. 

That said, the Finn Bear, despite a few 
minor niggles, is a knife I repurchased 

So yes, I recommend it as an affordable 
multi-purpose hunting blade. It is becom-

Australia due to is low price point. At 
the time of writing, it was available from 
Queensland’s  for 
$22.99. .

Style Fixed blade
Overall length 216mm
Blade dimensions  102mm(l) x 24mm(w) x 2.5mm(thick)
Blade shape Straight, marketed as Finnish Puukko
Type of blade steel German (Krupp) 4116 Stainless
Hardness 56-57 HRC
Edge Straight
Material handle Polypropylene
Weight 79 grams
Right or left-handed Ambidextrous

 

Finn Bear knives 
contained in new (top) 
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Handloading your own ammuni-
tion is a great way to expand 
your shooting experiences and 
it can even save you money in 

the process. But one of the downsides of 
reloading your own cartridges is that it can 
be a time-consuming hobby.

The good news is that manufacturers of 
reloading equipment are always coming 
up with innovative devices, tools and sup-
plies that make things easier, quicker and 

even more fun. The following are a few 
examples of those products which I found 
particularly useful.

Redding handloading dies
For many decades Redding has been a 
supplier of handloading products. In my 
opinion Redding makes the best reload-
ing dies on the market. The dies are avail-
able in basic standard model versions with 
a choice of either full-length resizing or 

Get a load  
out of this
North American correspondent Thomas 
Tabor looks at some must-have products

The .22 Nosler has become 

Redding offers reloading dies in 
several different choices for that 
cartridge.

and chamfering the inside of 
brass necks is the Redding 
Model 15P Precision Neck 
Chamfering Tool.

Smith 8-Station 
Turret Press 
is capable of 
holding up to eight 
reloading dies. 

For the

Handloader
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neck sizing dies as well as competition and 
match grade sets.

Redding also has a vast array of wildcat 
choices. There is growing interest in the .22 
Nosler and Redding offers a complete line 
of dies in that calibre as well as the many 
other cartridges like the .33 Nosler, 6mm 
Creedmoor, .300 Norma Magnum, 6.5 
Grendel and others.

Sometimes a company introduces a 
product that leaves you wondering why 

15P Precision Neck Chamfering Tool. This 
simple little tool addresses a problem 
commonly associated with deburring and 
chamfering. A properly produced chamfer 
reduces the force needed to correctly seat 
the bullet, allows the bullet to align better 
with the case and reduces the possibility 
of damage occurring to the jacket of the 
bullet.

On occasions, hand-chamfering tools 
have a tendency to rock or wobble back 
and forth as the user rolls it between 

a chamfer that is often inconsistent and 
uneven. But by virtue of the unique design 
of the Redding Model 15P Precision Neck 
Chamfering Tool, that worry is eliminated.

That is accomplished by a built-in pilot 

hole of the resized/deprimed case. Each 
Redding Model 15P Precision Chamfering 
Tool comes with the cutting head Allen 
wrench for pilot shaft depth adjustment 
and a plastic handle. The 15P is a universal 
tool that can be used for both small or 

-
bres from .22 up to .475.
redding-reloading.com

Occasionally good things come about by 
chance and that is what happened in the 
development of Lyman’s Bleacher Blocks. 

a new handloading cartridge block, which 
handloaders use to securely hold their car-
tridges in an upright position, a mistake in 
the programming occurred.

When the image of the block appeared 
on the computer screen, it was in a stair-
step manner rather than the anticipated 

Lyman talking and soon the Bleacher Block 
came into being. Just as a stadium bleacher 
is stair-stepped so people have better 
access to the action, the Bleacher Block is 
stair-stepped to provide easier entry to the 

cartridge cases.
This design is so much better than the 

wonder why it took a mistake to discover 
it. Made of tough moulded polymer, the 
Bleacher Blocks come in three sizes to 
accommodate virtually every cartridge. 

Sometimes handloaders need a quick 
weight assessment of a powder charge or 

That is where Lyman’s Pocket Touch 1500 
Digital Scale Set is a great tool. This com-
pact unit, measuring only 2½" x 4½" x ¼" 
(57mm x 108mm x 19mm), has a weighing 
capacity of 1500-grains and comes with 
touch screen controls. Included is a univer-
sal funnel pan, a built-in hinged dust cover, 
a 100-gram calibration weight and it is 
capable of displaying the weights in either 
grains or grams. 

Lyman has made single stage reloading 
-

lic cartridge reloading press was one that 
I received as a hand-me-down from my 
brother back in the 1960s. Today there is the 
Lyman Brass Smith 8-Station Turret Press. 
This features a frame and turret made of 
heavy duty cast iron and a unique ability to 
hold up to eight reloading dies (either two 
complete 4-die or four 2-die sets).

that allows easier access to the cartridges being 

Pocket Touch 1500 

the perfect choice. 
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It has a straight-line primer feed with 
tubes sized for either large or small prim-
ers and for added safety those primer 
feeds have been encased with a heavy 
steel shield. The Brass Smith is available 
either as a stand-alone product or can be 
purchased as a kit.

MEC
MEC entered the world of metallic 
handloading in a big way with the MEC 
Marksman press. This is a single stage press 
made from ductile cast iron to ensure a 
high level of strength and durability.

The Marksman uses the company’s 
patent-pending shell holders which self-
centres each cartridge through the stages 
of the loading processes. The Marksman 
accepts all standard 7/8-14 thread dies and 

from .22 Hornet up to and including the big 
.416 Rigby.
mecoutdoors.com

RCBS

process of cleaning cartridge cases and 

even gun parts with the Ultrasonic Case 
Cleaner-2. This cleaner has a large capacity 
of 6.3 quarts (5.96 litres) which is 100 per 
cent larger than RCBS’s previous model. It 
comes with a stainless steel parts basket 
and a smaller stainless steel parts tub. The 
LED display is easily programmable with 
a timer being set for up to 30 minutes of 
continuous cleaning and for ease of drain-
ing the unit a drain hose is included. The 
RCBS Ultrasonic Case Cleaner-2 is available 
in either a 120 VAC or a 240 VAC EU/UK/
AUS compliant model. 
rcbs.com

Hornady’s Vibratory Trickler can take 
powder measuring to a new level. This unit 
is powered by two AAA batteries, with vari-
able settings to accommodate all kinds of 
powers. It features a LED light-up screen, a 
no-slip base and is weighted for stability. 

The Hornady Neck Turn Tool allows the 
use of a drill to make neck turning faster 
and easier while providing a high degree of 

-
ment knob enables the user to choose 
detents for .0005" (0.0127mm) adjustment 

adjustment. Mandrels for four popular 
calibres (.22, 6mm, 6.5mm and .30) are 
included with the tool, but far more cali-
bres are available for purchase separately. 

Many handloaders have moved away 
from the more traditional abrasive polish-
ing methods for their cartridge cases in lieu 
of using one of the new electronic case 
cleaners. The electronic methods come 
with the advantage of not only polishing 
the outside of the cases but also the inside 
and even the primer pockets of the brass. 
Nevertheless, there is one problem - the 
cases come out wet and must be thor-
oughly dried before they can be reloaded.

That is where Hornady’s Lock-n-Load 
Case and Parts Dryer becomes a valu-
able tool. Appearing similar to some food 
hydrators, this dryer can speed up the 
drying process substantially over having to 
lay out the brass to air dry. The unit comes 
with three drying trays for a total drying 
capacity of 375 .223 Remington cases (125 
cases/tray) or up to 240 .308 Winchester 
cases (80 cases/tray). Drying time in either 
case is about two to two-and-a-half hours.

MEC entered the metallic cartridge reloading 
world with its Marksman single stage press.

When precision is needed, 

is a great asset to the 
reloading bench.

RCBS’s Ultrasonic Case 
Cleaner-2 is much larger 

previous model.

precise metering out 

provides a real service.

Get a load out of this
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Nosler
Nosler sells premium unprepped brass in 
bulk form, including the .22 Hornet, .204 
Ruger, .223 Remington, .222 Remington 
Magnum, .22 Nosler and .300 AAC 
Blackout. Nosler also has some choices in 
the Custom Brass line, like the .22 Nosler.

The Nosler Ballistic Tip bullets have a 
good reputation when it comes to shooting 
accuracy and are intended for use on thin-
skinned game such as deer. 

Within that line there’s a 220-grain 
.30-calibre bullet. And the company has a 
variety in the Nosler AccuBond Long Range 
bullet line. This particular bullet is a high-
performance boat-tail design available in 
a diverse selection, including a 168-grain 
.30-calibre and a 265-grain .338-calibre 
bullet.
nosler.com

Alliant powder
Whether you are handloading for shot-

several powders available from Alliant to 
perfectly match those shooting needs. 

.270 Winchester, but it is also a great 
choice for 6.5mm target loads and tactical 
applications.

Fluctuations in ambient temperature 
can frequently have a negative effect 
on shooting performance. Reloder 16 
addresses that issue by providing a high 
degree of stability needed when facing 
temperature variations or extremes. 
Reloder 16 utilises TZ technology which 
manipulates the response of the propel-
lant and resists the natural tendency to 
generate more pressure at higher tem-
peratures and less pressure at lower 
temperatures. This powder has excellent 
lot-to-lot consistency and contains a pro-
prietary de-coppering additive without any 
DNT or DBP.  
alliantpowder.com .

n-Load Case and Parts 

.223 cartridge cases 
or 80 .308 Winchester 
cases.

Nosler’s AccuBond Long Range line includes a 168-grain 
.30-calibre and a 265-grain .338-calibre bullet. 

The Nosler Ballistic Tips have a good reputation for 

Alliant’s Reloder 16 powder is ideal 

.270 Winchester ammo, but it can 
also be a great choice for 6.5mm 
target loads. 

Get a load out of this

While stocks last. Prices subject to change.

19 Babbage Road, Roseville Chase, NSW 2069  |  Phone 02 9882 2689  |  www.magnumsports.com.au

THIS MONTH’S SPECIALS

Tikka T3x Deals

Tikka T3x Lite Green Was $1400 
Available in: .243, .30-06, and  $1195
300 win mag only at this price.  
 

Tikka T3x Supervarmint Was $2340
Adjustable cheek piece, picatinny rail included
Available in:
.308 win 20" TB  $1795
.300 win mag 1/10 23.7"  $1795
338 win mag 23.7"  $1749
.300WSM 23.7"  $1695

Tikka T3x Laminate Stainless  Was $1895
.25-06 $1395

Sako A7 Deal

Sako A7 Synthetic .30-06 Was $1710
 $1195

Sako TRG 22 Stealth 308 26"  $7395
Sako TRG 22 Stealth 6.5cm $7740
with picatinny rail 
 
Sako TRG 42 Black 338 Lap $7740
with muzzle brake  
Sako TRG 42 Green 338 Lap $8995
with muzzle brake  
Sako TRG 42 Stealth 338 Lap $8995
with muzzle brake

Sako TRG
In stock now and reduced to clear

Sako TRG 22 308 26" $7395
Desert Tan
Sako TRG 22 308 26" $9475 
Desert Tan Floding (N/A in NSW) 
Sako TRG 22 308 26" $7855
Green with brake and picatinny rail
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When my dad Jim called to 
discuss his upcoming 70th 
birthday, it was no surprise 
when he told me he didn’t 

want a party. Instead, his wish was to have 
the whole family together at one loca-
tion for a spot of hunting. While his needs 
would be easy for most of us to satisfy due 
to living in South-East Queensland, I’ve 
put down roots at the bottom end of the 
country.

Anyway, I’d expected that dad’s pre-
ferred hunting location would be near 

the family has regularly hunted over the 
years; busting bunnies, targeting foxes 
before lambing and chasing goats up the 
hills. The location is also in NSW, so it 

alleviates some of the tyranny of distance 
for me. I was surprised when dad told me 
he wanted to meet up at Surat. 

“Where the hell is that dad? And why?” 
was my immediate reaction. His response 
was that the property is where my nephew, 
sister and her husband work. Besides, he 
obviously thought there was game to be 
found. “The owner’s having problems with 
pigs and wild dogs, so I thought we’d give 
him a hand.” 

no surprise to me. Our family’s hunting 
experiences over the years have usually 
involved helping out property owners. For 
example, I remember (back in the 1980s) 
that my school holidays were full of hunt-
ing expeditions to Inverell. We would 

where the goats were, bow-hunting what 
we needed (trophy, meat), before head-

freezer and then spending time mustering 
or boundary riding on the property’s dirt 
bikes.

During these outings, our family devel-
oped a hunting practice that we continue 

predator dam. This involves dragging the 
carcass from each hunt behind a ute to a 
central location, which generates multiple 
scent trails all leading to one place. Cats, 
foxes, dogs and pigs simply follow the trail 
and become an easy target for spotlight-
ing. This is a particularly useful way to con-
centrate game on bigger properties in arid 

The family 
that hunts together
For Scott Heiman and co, it’s the simple 
pleasures that bring the most joy
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areas. Back then, I looked at these efforts 
as our family’s way of simply assisting a 
farmer. These days, I’m an Environmental 
Scientist and know that activities like this 
can make a valuable contribution to land 
managers’ vertebrate pest management 
strategies.

Getting on with it
So, back to dad’s birthday plans. My wife 
Kath wouldn’t be able to make the shindig 
on account of work commitments. Which 
meant that our 10-year-old daughter 
Scout and I would be taking a three-day 
road trip to cover the 1000km that stood 
between us and his birthday cake. To make 

days’ hunting at Surat before driving all 

the way home again. And to kill a few birds 
with one stone, our trip would involve two 
nights among Moree’s artesian hot pools 
where we’d catch up with my mum, and a 
layover with army mates at Orange. So, that 
was the itinerary sorted. What about a gift?

This was a good question. After a few 
phone calls it sounded like dad had 
planted some seeds of his own. As an 
avid reloader, he’d been talking to my 
sister about needing brass for his .243. He 
had also mentioned to my brother that 
he needed wads for his 12-gauge. So, we 
agreed that I would make up a group gift 
of the things dad wanted and they could 

excuse to stop at nearly every gunshop 
between the ACT and Queensland, picking 

up brass and wads for the calibres dad had 
spoken about, as well as in .22 Hornet for 

also slipped in a few bags of .22-250 brass, 
my favourite calibre. With a few extra bags 
of brass in hand, I knew dad would return 
the favour by reloading the casings and 
giving them back to me at Christmas.

Paddock bashing
We arrived at the property’s gate on a 
searing 43-degree day. Little did we know 
that the temperature gauge would soar 
above 40 degrees every day for the fol-
lowing week. Regardless, after pleasantries 
with the family and receiving the good oil 
from the property owner, it was time to 

The targets are in the air for father and son.

Bags of potential for 
hunting trips to come.
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think about hunting. We had come too far 
to fold under the sun’s relentless rays.

Despite our resolve, we knew from the 
outset that we’d be up against the odds. 
It doesn’t matter what kind of animal you 
are, with heat like we were facing, it was 
obvious our quarry would be hunkered 
down in the middle of the day with minimal 

while we were eager to hunt, we weren’t 
in the business of futile efforts that would 
achieve nothing except placing our own 
bodies under unnecessary stress.

Instead, we took a quick dip in a nearby 
creek and checked for sign on the banks. 
Then, by mid-afternoon we were kitted 
out and ready to go while camp followers 
prepared to stay at the homestead and 
cook up a storm with a Brisbane Valley red 
deer they had brought with them. Once 
the hunters were split into two groups with 

allocated, and timings agreed, off we went.
Dad and I set out to check several dams 

while the other group made a beeline for 
the river at the far western boundary. To be 
honest, this is my favourite part of hunt-
ing. Because I don’t see dad and the crew 
often, it was nice to sit in the ute and chat 
as we made our way between waterholes. 
Sure, we were both scanning for movement 
and looking for sign, but we were also 
catching up on the year that’s been while 
snacking on dad’s home-made venison 
jerky. And this kind of family time beats a 
phone call any day of the week.

While the chatter continued as we drove 
along the property’s back tracks, it was 
a sure bet that it would stop once we’d 

distance between us and a dam on foot. 
As the engine stopped, so did all noise. 

We’ve been doing this long enough that 
it happens by instinct. There’s no need for 
‘shhhh’ or risk that doors will be slammed. 
As decades of hunting and military service 
take over, communication resorts to head 
nods, hand signals and eye gestures.  

Despite our efforts, we found no game that 
day. In fact, we found little sign of anything 
except cattle and roos. Returning to camp, 
it was the same story for the other hunting 
group. Indeed, it continued this way for the 
next couple of days. It was clear that the 
heat had made everything go to ground. 
But we were still having fun. Between 
morning and afternoon hunts, we were 
swimming and skeet shooting in the heat 
of the day.

There’s a real joy to be had in going 
back to basics with a family group like this. 

The family that hunts together
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Remote from our home bases, and without 
the distractions of work or mobile recep-
tion, life takes on a level of simplicity that’s 

Out on the hunt our patience paid divi-
dends. On the fourth day of our visit, a pig 

quickly expanding projectile. With this, my 
brother-in-law Roy baited a bunch of pig 
traps along the creek line and multiplied 
our chances for further success. 

Meanwhile, dad and I found a small mob 
of goats. In this case, the farmer had asked 
us to leave the goats alone. So, as we 
eyed off the main billy, with a set of horns 
that would have looked nice as a shoul-
der mount, we agreed he was one of the 
luckiest animals on Earth that day. With our 

cartridges in the magazine, all we could do 
was to note down the mob’s location so 
we could inform the property owner later 
that day.

Then, just a few hours later, we had pigs 
in our sights. Returning to the ute after 
circling one of the dams on foot, we walked 
on to a mob of four wild pigs. Now, you’d 
expect that with a couple of experienced 
hunters involved, something would have 

Before going on a hunt, I like to research 
the area I’m visiting. This includes collect-
ing satellite imagery of the property and 

away in my pocket to help navigate the 
ground when I’m hunting, as well as to 
deal with possible unwelcome scenarios if 
someone becomes separated or lost. 

For the trip to Surat, I discovered that in 
April 1846 explorer Major Thomas Mitchell 
camped on the river that forms the hunt-
ing property’s western boundary. The same 
property also served as a changing station 
for Cobb & Co coaches. 

Meanwhile, on August 14, 1924, the very 
last coach trip for Cobb & Co travelled 
between Yuleba and Surat, a town just 
north of the property. These facts alone 

during our family get-together.

come of this, right? The trouble was that, 

in my line of aim was an unescapable 
obstacle. Namely, my HiLux. The Mexican 
stand-off between two humans and a little 
mob of pigs lasted a while, but eventu-
ally they spooked and ran into the thicket. 
Thwarted again…

The endgame
But all was not lost. While the feral animals 
were in no hurry to be close to us, we con-
tinued to forge ties among one another. 
For one, I enjoyed the opportunity to play 
‘old bull’ to my teenage nephew Tyler. 
While he’d check out the creek line with a 
bow, I backed him up with a .22-250. After 
all, no-one should hunt alone. Agreeing 

The family that hunts together

the Cobb & Co museum.
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second-chance shots, we worked our way 
quietly along the water’s edge.  

After a week on the property, it was time 
to start packing away. But not before our 
hunting party had one more success. In 
this case, it was a feral dog taken by Tyler’s 
brother Casey. While we’d had a frustrating 
time at the dams, Casey’s luck had been 
better. With a dirt bike to take him around, 
he’d moved up close to the dam dad and 
I had been scoping days earlier and des-
patched a feral dog.

And that’s hunting… sometimes you 
can do everything right and still come 
home with nothing. Indeed, there are sta-
tistics from the Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife which show that, 
regardless of whether you prefer to hunt 

only one person among you and your 10 
mates is likely to be having any luck.

In all, our hunting party left Surat with 
little to show in the ice-box but plenty 

pigs, three goats and two dogs we encoun-
tered were the backdrop against which a 
family reconnected. The food was great, 

The family that hunts together

dad smiled – a lot – and my young daugh-
ter was spoilt rotten.

Sure, we would have been even happier 
with a camera full of ‘look at me’ shots 
and freezer full of wild harvest, but our 
minor achievements on the hunting front 
simply generates an incentive to get back 

together again and do better next time.
Besides, after we left the property the 

rains broke. And apparently Roy’s baited 
pig traps worked a treat. While we weren’t 
there to see the results ourselves, we know 
we were directly responsible for some 
timely vertebrate pest management and a 
dose of farmer’s gratitude. 

With the return of the pigs, so too it was 
with the dogs. Which gives us even more 
reasons to go back. .
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This recipe will turn a rack of pork 
ribs into a meal to be savoured 

curry.
Myanmar (Burma) is bordered by 

Bangladesh and India to its north-
west, China to the north-east, Laos and 
Thailand to its east and south-east and 
the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal 
to the south and south-west. Burmese 
cuisine encompasses diverse regional 
culinary traditions developed through 
longstanding agricultural practices, cen-
turies of socio-political and economic 
change, plus cross-cultural contact and 
trade with neighbouring countries.

This Burmese curry will add a touch 
of class to a rack of pork ribs. The 

generous quantities of garlic and ginger. 
These spices are used by Burmese to 
preserve their meat. Vinegar is also 

has been replaced by dry white wine to 
tenderise the pork while also acting as a 
preservative.

Traditional Burmese pork ribs
Alison Purdon and Peter d’Plesse combine to add a 
touch of class to a rack of ribs

Method
Place the following ingredients in a bowl 
and blend:
• 1 red chilli, deseeded
• 1 tbsp garlic paste
• 2 tbsp ginger paste 
• ¾-1 onion, depending on size

Once blended, stir in:
• 1 tsp turmeric powder
• ½-¾  tsp chilli powder
• 1 tbsp white vinegar

Use the curry mixture to marinate 1-1¾kg 
pork rack cut into 4 rib pieces.

Refrigerate for a minimum of 1 hour or 
overnight.

Place the marinated ribs into a slow 
cooker with: 
• 1 tbsp peanut oil
• 200ml of water

Cook on low for 5 hours or until tender.
Take out the ribs and refrigerate. Put 

the liquid into a bowl and place in a 
refrigerator or freezer and allow to set. 

Remove excess fat and reheat the liquid.

Add:
• 1 tbsp of ginger paste
• 2 tsp low salt chicken stock
• 1 tsp lemon juice
• 2 tsp brown sugar, or more
• Add pepper and salt
• Add some diced spring onion.

until smooth. Add gradually to the sauce 
over heat until the desired consistency is 
achieved. 

Barbecue the pork rack pieces or fry 
in a griddle pan to caramelise for some 
extra crunch.

Serve with rice or potato mash with a 
topping of the sauce.

green chilli if desired. .

Camp Kitchen
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Norma is a Swedish company 
that has been manufacturing 
ammunition for 120 years. 
Its original customer base 

has expanded from the Scandinavian 
countries to include greater Europe 
and eventually a global market. Norma 
ammunition is imported and distributed in 
Australia by Winchester Australia. Norma 
soft-point ammunition is available for 
a great array of calibres, covering small 
game to dangerous big game, from the 
.222 Rem through to the .505 Gibbs 
Magnum.

I sourced a packet of 100-grain 
Norma .243 Winchester soft-points and 
conducted range testing with my Sauer XT 
101. I did a series of 3-shot groups and was 
pleased to discover a consistent sub-MOA 
accuracy. My chronograph, positioned 

4m from the bench, returned an average 
measured velocity of 2783fps within a 
variation of 10fps.

varying from the 58-grain V-MAX through 
to the 100-grain soft-point. One issue 
to be aware of is that in Europe, only 
Scotland permits using the .243 Win on 
game larger than roe deer. 

Comments have been made that some 
European factory loadings of soft-point 
.243 Win tend to be a bit soft, being 
designed for use on small game. I have 
not heard of Norma being referred to in 

completely happy with the .243 Win 100-
grain Norma soft-point on pigs.

MINI-REVIEW
Don Caswell

Norma ammunition

Norma .243 Win 100-grain soft-point ammunition 

Secure your gun
Secure your sport

ssaa.org.au

2021 Online brochure 
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• Safe firearms storage
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available in Australia ranging from small to 
large for firearm owners, to extra-large for 
businesses, clubs and serious collectors

• Full contact details of safe distributors

ssaa.org.au/publications/secure-your-gun-secure-your-sport
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The Ceska zbrojovka (CZ) 557 

-

-

-

-

The barrel

-

The receiver and bolt

Pr
Jan Kaptein

The CZ Predator makes for 
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-

The trigger and safety

The overall 
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Above and left: The trail camera reveals wild dogs 

Opposite: The loading ramp at a set of derelict 
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Opposite: In open country, with no natural rests, shooting 

Opposite inset: A happy-looking wild dog trots past the 
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A lightweight 3-9 on 

even from a tree-
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The 3-9 on this Anschutz 
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-

-
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-

from a rest and in poor light but not so 
good offhand at running game
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Dakota using the bipod from 
the seated position David 
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Weighing gunpowder out 
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Chris Redlich 

Early mornings and late 
afternoons before and after work 
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position beside the 
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Pig and wild dog prints 
found in abundance, 
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The boar where it fell in 

A close-up of the old 
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Mick’s two grandsons graduated to using a 
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Mick’s good friend James 
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Taxidermy and woodwork

John Kiely

Reedy dams are a great 



 

-

Duck opening

A beautiful black duck taken with 
the Beretta Silver Pigeon kept for 
mounting on a homemade pedestal 

made from Huon pine, redgum, silky 

A wood duck mount 
on a pedestal made 
from Oregon and 

A teal mount 
on a pedestal 
made from 
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Photography

The next dam

mountain duck 
mount by Samantha 
Cervinski, of Animal Art 
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The shortest duck season ever
-

-
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-

A pedestal made from 
redgum root with a 

carved base, destined 
to be the base for a 
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Crispy sticky magpie goose
Chris Wardrop conjures up a meal that will rarely see any leftovers!

Ingredients

• 

• 

Sauce
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

 

Slurry to thicken sauce

Camp Kitchen



 

Method

-

-

-

Magpie goose breasts are usually dark red and have a 
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  both sides of your Australian Concession Card.

$105 $135                   Includes $35 insurance premium for SSAA Member Firearms  

                    Insurance for 12 months, or until next membership renewal.

$465  5-year Adult Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$1860  Member for Life Contact SSAA for firearms insurance information.

$175 $236 Overseas Available to members living overseas.

$27 $57 Junior (under 18 years)                                                     .................................................................

     
Supporting 

Adult member No.

SIGN UP  
ONLINE 

ssaa.org.au

Complete this section ONLY 
if you wish to use your 
membership of the SSAA to 
support your Genuine Reason 
for having a firearms licence.
Register your SSAA activities by 
marking one or more of the 
following boxes:

TARGET SHOOTING 
(longarms only)

HUNTING 
(club membership)  

COLLECTING

HUNTING OTHER
(R licence, property  
owner/permission)

ATTENTION 
NSW & ACT 
MEMBERS

Just 
$30  

per year!

Member referral number if applicable

I also wish to donate the following 

amount to the SSAA  $...................

TICK IF TAKING OUT SSAA MEMBER FIREARMS INSURANCE.  I understand that the Policy Wording, Financial Services Guide, the 
Lloyd’s Complaint Policy and SSAAIB FAQs regarding SSAA Firearms Insurance are on www.ssaaib.com.au for my reference.



 

SSAA NT Conservation  
& Pest Management

-

-

-

-

-

SSAA Qld Conservation  
& Wildlife Management

-
-

-

SSAA Victoria Conservation
& Pest Management

-

-

SSAA WA Conservation  
& Wildlife Management

S

-

-
-

• Supporting conservation activities

• Supporting research activities

• Supporting sustainability and wise use

Help us understand and manage our 
wildlife and natural environments

Donate now

SSAA SA Conservation and
Wildlife Management 

-

-

-

-

-



onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
Shop now for exclusive SSAA products, including clothing,  
camping, accessories, knives, books and more.

Hot new items!

See the complete range of SSAA 
publications in our Online Shop

Glow-in-the-dark Fishing Knives

When you are on the water instead of in the bush, you can’t go 
wrong with the new SSAA SICUT Fishing Knife Pack, with glow in the 
dark knife handles!
The SICUT Fishing Knife Pack is designed in Australia for use in our harsh 
conditions. The SICUT Fishing Knife Pack comes with a heavy-duty, four-
pocket canvas wrap and contains:
• Pull sharpener, which is ergonomically designed to keep your knives sharp
• 6” curved boning knife, with glow-in-the-dark handle
• 8” semi flex curved fillet knife, with glow-in-the-dark handle
• 12” slicing knife, with glow-in-the-dark handle

See full details online
$124.95

SHOP NOW
  it's easy!  
onlineshop.ssaa.org.au
or call 02 8805 3900 for phone orders

$39.95

SSAA Sports Umbrella

The automatic opening SSAA Sports 
Umbrella has eight strong 190T 
showerproof polyester panels and eight 
windproof 76cm ribs. It has a fiberglass 
shaft with a soft EVA hand grip. 

$54.95

SSAA Ka-Bar Warthog Folder

The reinforced tip of the tanto blade is extremely strong, mak-
ing this knife not only an excellent everyday carry option but 
also a great tactical tool for puncturing tough objects. It fea-
tures a non-reversible tip-down pocket clip and gunmetal grey 
stainless-steel bolsters. For more information, see the website. 

$53.95

SSAA Hoodie

You can never have enough hoodies! Why 
not add our SSAA Navy Hoodie to your 
collection? With the traditional ‘kangaroo 
pouch’ and hood, it is sure to keep you warm 
as you show off the cool SSAA logo.

The SSAA Navy Hoodie is a Gildan heavy 
blend top made from 50% cotton and 50% 
polyester preshrunk yarn. 

Available in sizes S to 3XL. 

$32.95

OUTBACK SURVIVAL 
by Bob Cooper

Outback Survival covers what you need to do, and how, 
to survive in the great Australian outdoors. The 230-pages 
take you through every aspect of a survival situation 
from bush tucker and bushcraft to off-road driving and 
survival kits. Based on Bob’s tried and tested Big 5 survival 
techniques, supported by diagrams and photos.

SSAA Outdoors Bag

$74

*  Material made from waterproof 430gs, Ripstop 
Polyester canvas
*  Hard base sewn between bottom layers of canvas
*  50mm adjustable shoulder strap
*  Front, rear and side pockets for essential items
*  High visibility reflective strip on front flap
*  Side footwear storage pocket

 



Competitions close November 30, 2021. Check out ssaa.org.au/win for competition winners.

 

 

Enter and win

Original Wooshka 
with Heavy Duty 
Carry Bag

Odin Turbo Torch

Winchester Prize Pack



H -

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

 



What does the SSAA do 
for the environment?

• a KOALA habitat in Queensland

• the reintroduction of the WESTERN QUOLL 
and the protection of the YELLOW-FOOTED 
ROCK-WALLABY in South Australia 

• assisting with a TASMANIAN DEVIL  
breeding program in New South Wales

• DEER research in multiple states

• raising community awareness about  
PEST ANIMALS in Western Australia

• ongoing removal of CAMELS, DONKEYS  
and WILD PIGS in the NT  

The Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia (SSAA), 
along with its states and members, has introduced many 

beneficial and long-lasting conservation and wildlife projects 
in Australia, including:

We have worked alone and in collaboration with government 
and environmental organisations for decades - all in the name of 

conserving Australia’s rich and varied wildlife.

ssaa.org.au



HERE’S WHAT SSAA MEMBERS FIREARMS INSURANCE COVERS:
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Email - megan@ssaains.com.au    |    www.ssaaib.com.au Are you covered?

Firearms &  
Accessories.

All privately owned 

Coverage.
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

•  Flood

Not Covered.

SSAA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd  |  CAR 315403  |  ABN 86 077 822 970 is a Corporate Authorised Representative of PSC Connect Pty Ltd  |  ABN 23 141 574 914 / AFSL 344648 This information is general advice 

Claims 
Settled  
Promptly

For only $35  
get $25,000 

worth of SSAA 
Members 
Firearms 

Insurance.

Ben says
his claim 
was paid
quickly.

Today more than 75,000 SSAA members have their  
 

theft and damage. They are covered at home, at the  
range, while hunting and overseas for up to 28 days
(within the policy terms and conditions). Claims are 

settled for replacement value (up to 5 years), assessed 

Compare it to your Home and Contents Policy, which
 
 

year without cover - Trust SSAA to safeguard 

Ben, Adelaide

 
 


