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EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME
14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA 30536  

1-800-918-6881 
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1-800-777-7288
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At Satterwhite, it’s always been about family. 
Thousands of log homes built by ours to 
meet the wants and needs of families just 
like yours. With a promise to build each 
with the strength, comfort and security only 
nature can provide. So you can know and 
share a happy place whenever you gather 
with family and friends.

Customized for you since 1974.
To make sure that your home reflects your 
lifestyle, the first thing we do is listen to you.

Tell us what strikes your fancy. Show us 
pictures and notes. Our expert design team 
will put your heart’s desires on paper and 
fashion a plan to make them a solid-wood 
reality.

So, for lasting memories …it’s gotta’ be a 
Satterwhite.

Reliability tested by time.
We only use naturally cured logs at Satter-
white. This means excessive shrinking will 
not compromise your home, thus ensuring 
reliability. This material advantage is also 
backed by a guarantee of sound construction 
techniques, enduring design and simple 
attention to detail in every home we craft. It’s 
been that way since 1974.

From our Family to Yours...

B I R C H W O O D 
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  When disaster struck, plans to convert this Montana 

vacation retreat to a full-time residence were put 
on fast forward, but resulted in a stunning, modern 
interpretation of log home living.

54 A Brand New Start
When his parachute failed, Army Sgt. Hutcheson fell 
more than 70 feet, ending his military career. Now 

he’s fallen in love with his new home.

56 Living the Lake Life
  A couple trades an oversized city home for a rural 

log cottage along Wisconsin’s North Lake. 
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Northern White Cedar is at the heart of everything at Katahdin Cedar Log Homes. We know 
cedar: scientifically proven to have superior resistance to aging, insects, rot, cracking, shrinkage, 
heat and cold when compared to pine. We know where to find it in sustainable forests, how to use 
every bit of the tree and save the very finest for our beautiful log homes.  We make more cedar 
log homes than anyone in the US, and the most cedar fence anywhere. That makes Katahdin the 
largest primary processor of Northern White Cedar in the world.  So what does that mean to you?

Cedar for the price of pine.
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PROLUXE™

. 
Proven. Perfect.

perfectwoodstains.com

For a fl awless, signature look,

ask for SIKKENS® ProLuxe

Wood Finishes by name. Our

time-tested formulas amplify

the natural beauty of wood

with exceptional results.

It’s a difference you can see.

Demand the trusted original: 

Sikkens ProLuxe fi nishes. 

Cetol and Sikkens are registered trademarks of 

AkzoNobel. ProLuxe is a trademark of PPG 

Architectural Finishes, Inc. The PPG Logo is a 

registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc. 

© 2016 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

A product of PPG Architectural Coatings.







  

DONNA PEAK
Editor-in-Chief

A
nyone who’s ever had a pre-

teen has learned the art of 

compromise.

“Finish your homework 

early, and then you can have extra time to 

play your video game.” 

“Eat your vegetables today, and we’ll go 

out for pizza on Friday.” 

Though there’s a reward at the end, 

these seemingly painless requests are usually 

met with a whole lot of resistance, some-

times bordering on defiance, and more than 

a few choruses of, “That’s not fair, Mom.” 

But after a little give and take, reason even-

tually takes hold, and in the end, we each 

get what we want. 

It was in that vein that we sent frequent 

Log Home Living contributor (and mom of 

four) Stacy Durr Albert on assignment. Her 

mission? To find out how log home design-

ers help couples, friends and/or partners 

who can’t agree on a plan or have varying 

design priorities find that middle ground 

and draft a log home everyone will be happy 

with. It’s not as easy as it sounds, but it 

absolutely can be done, and the advice our 

experts shared is both reasonable and sound. 

(Turn to page 64 for “Perfect Harmony.”)

Compromise plays a key role even when 

both sides are on the same page. Just ask Jim 

and Stephanie Smith. They downsized from 

a 7,500-square-foot suburban Wisconsin 

residence to a cozy 2,500-square-foot log 

cabin along the shores of North Lake. 

Cutting their living space by two-thirds re-

quired supreme compromise and patience; 

but now that they have, they couldn’t be 

happier. (Plus, this place is one of the cutest 

Christmas cottages you’ll ever see – check 

it out on page 56.)

And in a stroke of fate this month, both 

our Log Home Journeyman, Sean Murphy, 

and our resident builder, Dan Mitchell, 

share tips on how small concessions in 

design, siting or materials can save buyers 

thousands. Don’t miss their sage advice on 

pages 24 and 26, respectively.

So in the spirit of the season, giving a 

little can mean getting a lot more than you 

expected. And in this case, it could mean 

you get the log home of your dreams. 

Wishing you a happy holiday!

Editor’s note

You Only 
Get What 
You Give

   LHL WEEKLY
Our free weekly newsletter 

points you to helpful planning, 

design and maintenance articles 

that will save you time and 

money. Plus, you’ll get first dibs 

on special deals from our 

partners. Subscribe now at

loghome.com/newsletters

TAKE IT WITH YOU
Find all of our digital editions at

loghome.com/digital

NOW ON THE iPHONE!

loghome.com

li
resources

CONNECT WITH US
Chat with our editors and share 

ideas, successes and photos with 

other log home enthusiasts. It’s 

the best place to get questions 

answered — and you might even 

see your story in the magazine!

loghome.com/
facebook

loghome.com/
twitter

loghome.com/
pinterest

loghome.com/
instagram

loghomeu.com
(an online community
for log home enthusiasts)

dpeak@aimmedia.com

A spectacular mountain vista is the 
gift that keeps on giving. See the 
home that graces these grounds. 28
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877-674-7986 | timberframe1.com |
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Favorite spaces i r rl

Snow Way
A blanket of white is the perfect canvas 

on which to paint a cozy log home picture.
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Favorite spaces

Decked Out for Winter 

(above): Nothing says out-

door enjoyment is reserved 

for the sweltering season! 

A warm woolen blanket, 

a comfy Adirondack chair  

and a cup of steaming hot

cocoa extend the fun even 

when temps are chilly.

All the Trimmings 

(left): This adorable log 

cottage is all aglow and 

ready for guests — espe-

cially the one who enters 

through the chimney 

instead of the front door. 

i r rl
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Tour 
this home 
on page
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Tour 
this home 
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A Warm Welcome: In the soft violet illumination of twilight falling on snow, this log home’s front porch radiates warmth.

Favorite spaces i r rl
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Silent Night: You can almost feel the stillness, can’t you? 

Freshly fallen snow and a Rocky Mountain backdrop com-

bine to create an air of peace and tranquility, making this 

log home scene the perfect seasonal postcard. 

R
IG

H
T
: J

K
 L

a
w

re
n

ce
 p

h
o

to
; 
L

E
F

T
: J

a
m

e
s 

R
a

y
 S

p
a

h
n

/L
o

g
 H

o
m

e
 O

u
tl

e
t 

p
h

o
to

Enjoy the
convenience,

cleanliness of 
INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home,
dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean
ash, only electricity needed.
120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American   
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world.
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551

www.incinolet.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS
2639 Andjon • Dallas, TX 75220

Why? So you can make your own grand entrance.

P.O. Box 450,  Hamilton, MT 59840
406/363-6353  Fax: 406/363-6373
www.specialtywoodworksco.com

Celebrating 30 Years of Quality Craftsmanship

We make
grand

entrances.

35
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Jim Barna Log & Timber Homes 

supplied the 6-by-12-inch 

square white pine logs to re-

create the iconic Hodgson Mill 

in Effingham, Illinois.

Branching out

S
troll through the aisles of nearly 

any grocery store and you’re 

bound to spy a sack of flour, a 

package of pasta or a box of cereal 

from Hodgson Mill. But it’s not only their 

wholesome approach to food that sets them 

apart — for more than 125 years, this family-

owned business has strived to produce the 

most authentic grain-based products possible, 

and now they have a charming log storefront 

to match their all-natural philosophy.

Set in Effingham, Illinois, roughly a half 

hour’s drive from the site of Abe Lincoln’s 

historic log cabin, “The Mill” strives to re-

create the original Hodgson Mill pictured on 

its products’ packaging, though this time in 

glorious white pine from Jim Barna Log & 

Timber Homes. 

This partnership came about in the most 

unexpected of places. “Bob Goldstein, the 

owner of Hodgson Mill, and I met each other 

in the back country of Colorado about 8 miles 

from the nearest road,” says Andrew Green, a 

builder/dealer for Jim Barna Log & Timber and 

the owner of Barna Log Homes of the Great 

Lakes Region. “For several years running, we’d 

bump into each other in the woods. During 

one of those encounters, we started talking, I 

gave him a business card and he contacted me. 

Bob was looking to replicate the original mill. 

Shortly thereafter, we started working on plans 

based on photos of that original building.”

The Mill is 4,500 square feet constructed 

of 6-by-12-inch squared logs with dovetailed 

corners. The exterior is roughly hand-hewn, 

with a smooth interior finish. A heavy-timber 

roof system mimics the bones of the original 

1800’s building. The upper level is convention-

ally framed and clad in hand-hewn log siding. 

A golden stain brings out the wood grain, and a 

bright cherry-red roof (the color of the original 

mill) caps it off. “We took the same approach 

to this commercial structure as we’d take with 

a private home owner; we looked at plans and 

photos, kicked around ideas and came up with 

a design,” says Andrew.

To create a cozy atmosphere for customers, 

a floor-to-ceiling fireplace anchors the cen-

 & v

The Goodness 
of Grain 
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ABOVE: One look at 

their logo and it’s clear 

that Andrew Green and 

his team did an out-

standing job capturing 

the essence and old-

fashioned charm of the 

original Hodgson Mill. 

Visit 
The Mill:
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

217-347-6455

hodgsonmill.com/

OurCommunity/

MillStore.aspx
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RIGHT: At The Mill, customers can 

not only purchase dry goods, they 

can take part in interactive cooking 

demonstrations.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE LOGS:  
Andrew Green, Barna Log Homes, Inc., Great Lakes Regional Headquarters

989-843-4936, barnagreatlakes.com

tral retail section, which also features 

an enormous wrap-around porch. Two 

wings flank the core and are used for 

cooking demonstrations and interactive 

classes. The lower-level walkout contains 

office space. 

One day, Bob plans to add a func-

tional waterwheel — the company’s 

signature emblem — to the structure. 

“As a customer, Bob is one of the best 

we’ve had,” says Andrew. “To sum it up, 

he let the professionals do what they do. 

He trusted us, as log home experts, to 

understand what would work and then 

use our skills to the best of our abilities. It 

made the project fun for everybody.”  

Ask about our

tropical plans

1.800.767.7674

www.cedarleader.com

THE LEADER IN CEDAR
Discover how patented 

interlocking engineered 

timber walls set the 

standard for beauty and 

performance.

• Beautiful Natural Inland            

    Western Red Cedar

• Kiln-Dried & Laminated

• In-House Custom Design

• Residential & Commercial

• Time & Labor Saving            

   System

• Energy Effi  cient

• Shipped Worldwide

Plan Book 

Available
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The Specs
Dimensions: 

34" x 51.3" x 7.2"  

Price: A 6.4 kWh unit is 

$3,000 (does not include 

solar panels)

Logistics: Requires an 

electrician to install

More: tesla.com/powerwall

Find Your Power
Tesla, the forward-thinking automobile company 

that pioneered the first commercially successful 

electric car, announces another first: a wall-mount-

ed, rechargeable lithium-ion battery with liquid 

thermal control at an affordable price, making it 

ideal for home use.

“There have been other solar collectors on the 

market, but the Tesla Powerwall is truly a game 

changer in terms of price point and efficiency,” 

says Rodney Robertson, president of International 



DECEMBER 2016   |  Log Home Living  |  19

91% 
of all new-

home design 
and purchase 
decisions are 

made by women
source: Design Basics
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Hope Floats On
This year marks the 15th anniversary of Jan’s House of Hope, a home constructed on a 

150-by-60-foot barge that was tugged along the eastern seaboard from Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, to Norfolk, Virginia. The 3,100-square-foot, fully landscaped, systems-built 

house was the brainchild of beloved housing-industry professional, Jerry Rouleau, to honor 

his wife Jan who passed from lung cancer in 1999 at the age of 50. Though it wasn’t built 

with logs, Log Home Living was honored to contribute to the project. With eight ports 

of call, Jan’s House attracted hundreds of thousands of visitors, raising both awareness 

and donations in excess of $15 million for cancer research. Jerry, himself, passed from his 

own battle with cancer in 2011, but his love and his legacy will not be forgotten. 

Jan’s House of Hope — a 3,100-square-foot home on a barge — 

raised $15 million for cancer research.
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ABOVE: Eighteen-year-old Jiggs 

is the next generation of artists 

in this talented family.

SHOWN HERE: From his Washington-

state shop, JDub’s Metalworks, Jerry 

Bement has developed a distinctive 

style that’s requested the world over.

ABOVE: Jerry is the creator of the 

original “30 Cowboys,” which can be 

customized to contain as many rough 

riders as you please.

Branching out r il
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ABOVE: An intricate steel-and-bronze fire 

screen Jerry wrought for the “House of Mouse.”

A Family Affair
Artistic prowess flows through metalworker 

Jerry Bement’s blood, but after 36 years 

of crafting his signature silhouettes, he’s 

ready to pass the blowtorch to his equally 

talented daughter. 
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W
hat do cowboys of the 

Wild West and impres-

sionist paintings in the 

French style have in 

common? If your answer is “not much,” then 

you don’t know Jerry Bement. A former far-

rier, this self-taught artist and metalworker 

is the great-nephew of renowned American 

artist Mary Cassatt, who collaborated with 

French impressionist Edgar Degas. Though 

Jerry’s medium is metal, not paint, the fam-

ily’s creative lineage is evident and continues 

on through his teenaged daughter, Jiggs. 

“Jiggs is an awesome artist and is mature 

beyond her years,” Jerry says with pride. “As 

I’m getting older and slowing down, she has 

started learning the business from top to bot-

tom. She does everything from taking orders 

to design work. She’s a pretty impressive 

18-year-old.” 

Jerry’s first foray into what became his 

life’s passion was a weathervane he crafted for 

a friend in 1980. “It was quite a bit easier to 

make that than it was to shoe a horse, even 

though the artwork was all hand drawn and 

cut,” he says. “There weren’t any CNC [com-

puterized cutting] machines that are widely 

available today. Now, we can scan an image 

and plasma-cut it, making our work faster, 

more affordable and more consistent.”

In the late ’80s, Jerry stopped “horsing 

around,” jumped into his artistic career and 

JDub’s Metalworks was born. He started by 

exhibiting at consumer shows, traveling to key 

markets in the West. His work was so popular, 

he routinely sold out of everything he brought.

In the mid-1990s, Jerry introduced cus-

tom-crafted architectural balcony panels to 

his collection, which were an immediate hit 

– especially in the log home market. He ex-

panded to fireplace screens, signs, doors and 

gates. Ranchers were particularly interested in 

the latter, commissioning him to craft grand 

entries to their property, and one of the most 

impressive greetings was to top the gateway 

with the “30 Cowboys.”
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Taken from an 1880’s image he’d seen, the 

“30 Cowboys” was Jerry’s first really long piece 

and became his signature. Though simple, it 

captured the spirit of the West and generated 

buzz from regional news to Esquire magazine. “I 

wish I knew why the Cowboys took off like they 

did so I could replicate their success, but they 

are everywhere now,” Jerry says with a laugh. 

“People will email me when they see them and 

have spotted them as far away as a bar in Dublin, 

Ireland. It’s pretty cool.”

Jerry sells standard pieces on his website 

and in his showroom but is happy to tweak 

any design to fit your needs. He also can create 

custom orders for that one-of-a-kind look. Steel 

silhouette balcony panels average about $90 per 

foot, plus shipping. Custom-order prices are 

based on the type and quantity of material, plus 

design time (about $75 per hour). From creat-

ing to cutting to coating a piece, 100 percent 

of the work is done in his Washington shop. 

 It’s fair to say that with Jiggs by his side, 

Jerry’s legacy, like that of his Great-Aunt Mary, 

will leave a lasting impression.  

Where to 
Find it 
Showroom: 107 E. 3rd St., 

Ellensburg, WA, 98926; 

800-622-9015

Online: jdubs.com; 

jdub@jdubs.com

JDub’s is also a regular at our 

Log & Timber Home Shows 

around the country. Check 

loghome.com/shows for dates 

and locations.

ABOVE: Jerry’s highly popular balcony 

panels are perfect log home complements. 

WWW.JOANWHITE.COM
facebook.com/JoanWhiteWoodPaintings

Oil Painting 
On Cherry Burl.

Now available 
in print & 
puzzles!

"Glory"



� Artist �

Pictures In Wood

Nicolet 

P.O. Box 163, Lakewood, WI 54138

715-276-6464
PUZZLES!

Great Holiday 
Gift Idea!

Print of Blood Moon 
Eclipse in Hand Made 

Natural Bark Edge 
Butternut Frame

TAKE IT 
WITH YOU

Find all of our digital editions at
loghome.com/digital

NOW ON THE iPHONE!



Find everything you need to build your 
dream wood home — all under one roof!

         See first-hand how various building systems are constructed. Bring your plans, idea books and dreams with you!

VisitLogHome.com/shows or call 
800-826-3893 for current locations, 
times & special offers.

twitter.com/LogTimberShow

facebook.com/TheLogandTimberHomeShow

Schedule subject to change without notice.  
Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information.

workshops.
Learn the ins and outs of creating 
a custom wood home by attend-
ing the dozens of workshops 
available each weekend at our 
shows. From financial planning to 
design concepts to building mate-
rials, experts will educate you on 
the entire process to better pre-
pare you for the journey ahead.

demonstrations.
If a picture is worth a thousand 
words, then a demonstration of 
how various custom wood homes 
come together must be invaluable. 
See veteran builders erect model 
timber frames and log corners 
to understand how different 
systems evolve into the dream 
homes you see in magazines.

research.
You have questions; we have 
answers. From available design 
options to finishing elements 
to building concepts, gather all 
the important information you 
need to make the best decisions 
for your dream home by ask-
ing the experts on hand at 
each booth.

connections.
Nowhere else will you have the 
opportunity to interact with 
multiple company representa-
tives in one setting. The people 
you meet will play a crucial 
role in what materials provider 
you choose and who you opt to 
work with, so start establishing 
those connections today. 

pr
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d 
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MARLBOROUGH, MA
Oct 28-30, 2016

ASHEVILLE, NC
Nov 4-6, 2016

ORLANDO, FL
Dec 9-10, 2016

NASHVILLE, TN
Jan 20-22, 2017

COLUMBUS, OH
Jan 27-29, 2017

KANSAS CITY, MO
Feb 10-12, 2017

SYRACUSE, NY
Feb 24-26, 2017

ATLANTA, GA
March 3-4, 2017

PITTSBURGH, PA
March 10-12, 2017

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
March 31-April 1, 2017

HARRISBURG, PA
April 28-30, 2017

LAKE GEORGE, NY
May 5-7, 2017
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From dream to reality: As the excava-

tor plunged into the earth, Sean and 

Amanda Murphy looked at each other 

and said, “We’re really doing this!” 

The Log Home Journey

M
y wife, Amanda, and I 

looked at each other as 

the excavator plunged 

into the ground, pulling 

the first massive shovel of dirt from the spot 

that would become the foundation of the rest 

of our lives — the log house we would turn 

into a home. “Wow, we are actually doing 

this,” was what both of our eyes conveyed 

with equal amounts excitement and trepida-

tion, uncertain about what the next several 

months would hold in store.

Looking at the construction project as a 

whole (the plans alone were 32 pages of eleva-

tions, engineering specs, foundation plans, log 

plans, roof designs, door and window schedules 

and electrical schematics, to name a few), it was 

hard to see the finish line. But like any journey, 

the best way to approach it is in stages. You 

don’t climb Everest in a day, as the saying goes, 

and like those climbers, we’d ascend through 

our log home journey in clear, manageable 

steps. For now, we needed to concentrate on 

log fabrication and prepping our foundation. 

Before we ever started digging the founda-

tion in October, log prep at Bitterroot Valley 

Log & Timber (BVLT) in Montana was nearly 

complete. From July through September, the 

guys at BVLT had received the majestic lodge-

pole pine from Canada, hand-hewn them to be 

free of bark and cambium and pre-assembled 

the key components at their log yard. This 

included the roof and porch trusses, purlins, 

porch posts, roof knee-braces and “canoed” 

logs that would wrap the structural steel beams 

and vertical posts. They kept Amanda and I  

by Sean Murphy

Over the next several months, 

join us as we continue to follow 

the Murphys, a young family who 

dreamed of owning a log home and 

are making that dream come true. 

Each issue we’ll check out their 

progress, learn from their missteps 

and cheer on their successes. In the 

end, we’ll see how they went from 

raw land to their own slice of log 

home paradise. So c’mon in and be 

Breaking New 
Ground
The Murphys prep their New Jersey site 

as the logs are fabricated a thousand miles 

away in Montana. 
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apprised of progress along the way, providing 

us with pictures throughout. 

Upon completion, the team at BVLT 

marked each log, disassembled it and wrapped 

the entire package to protect the wood during 

transit to our New Jersey site in two separate 

truckloads. Because the tractor trailers used for 

the cross-country trek were too long to make 

the swing into our property’s driveway, we ar-

ranged to unload the package at a local truck 

yard and transfer them onto smaller tractor 

trailers for the short final leg of their journey.  

While awaiting delivery of the log pack-

age, our general contractor and the excavating 

The Murphys’ log package is pre-assembled 

in BVLT’s log yard before shipping.

Sean’s Smart Tip
Depending on your terrain, 
be prepared to raise the 
foundation height if your 
excavator runs into heavy 
rock or shale at some point 
in the digging process. 
Sometimes, bringing your 
house up 12 to 18 inches can 
save you a lot of money in 
excavation costs (hydro-
hammers and rock removal 
can increase foundation 
prices dramatically). In our 
case, we raised the house 
about 18 inches, which 
helped us avoid unearthing 
the rock and had the added 
benefit of extending our 
views of our valley.

For more design tips that can 

save you money on construc-

tion, turn to page 26.

crew were hard at work on the foundation. 

Finding a talented, reputable company to lay 

the foundation was critical to our future suc-

cess, especially in a situation like this where a 

log framework has been pre-cut and prepared 

to detailed specifications on the other side of 

the country. Precision is essential, as there’s a 

small margin of error for onsite adjustments 

to accommodate deviations in “level” along 

the foundation. In a house with a sizeable 

footprint, even a small variance in slope can 

result in a significant difference in elevation 

from one side of the house to the other. 

We chose poured concrete for our foun-

dation, and when it was complete, was per-

fectly level from corner to corner — a span 

of more than 100 feet, reinforced with 

hundreds of feet of embedded rebar.  There 

was no doubt the house would be here for 

as many generations of Murphys as would 

have it! We were on solid ground.  

Check the February 2017 issue for our next 

installment, when the Murphys’ logs arrive 

and they start erecting the package at its final 

destination in New Jersey (with a little help 

from some friends from Montana)!

Finding a talented, reputable 

contractor to lay the foundation is 

essential to ensure the log package 

fits properly and is level.
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from the field by Dan Mitchell

W
hen taking on any log 

home construction proj-

ect, a builder has to make 

three basic assumptions: 

1 The customer owns property and knows 

exactly where the home will be placed on 

the site before the design is done. That’s key.

2 They know what they want within the 

design element, type of foundation (crawl 

space versus slab versus walkout) and type of 

finished elevations.

3 They have a predetermined budget before 

they start the design. Without knowing 

exactly what they can afford, no design is going 

to be effective against the cost. Often, it’s not 

the home’s “box” that drives up construction 

expenses, it’s what goes into it. 

From a builder’s point of view, we have to 

provide a sound, strong structure that incor-

porates efficiencies as they relate to mainte-

nance and energy consumption. But, if given 

the opportunity, there’s so much more we can 

do to save you money.

Save from the Ground Up
As builders, we can apply “value engineering” 

by starting with the property. We have to know 

exactly where the house is going to sit on the 

land and what type of foundation will be used 

in order to minimize the design’s financial im-

pact on construction. 

Sometimes moving the house’s planned 

location a mere 5 feet can save thousands of 

dollars, especially in rural areas. For instance, 

if a house is originally sited on a slope, moving 

it away from the slope could mean decreasing 

the height of the foundation, saving you money 

on materials. Or, if you encounter subsurface 

rock that would prohibit you from digging a 

basement, that, too, could impact your cost 

in the design. 

Once you’ve established your site condi-

tions, a builder is going to look at the design’s 

uniformity. Complexity is costly. Any time a 

builder is working with long, straight, linear 

lines within the foundation, he or she can save 

money. But that doesn’t mean your home’s 

design has to be dull. 

As an example, if you want to incorporate 

a bump-out for a bay window, it’s better to 

design the foundation as a straight wall and 

then cantilever the bowed space so it hovers 

above. Here’s why: To create a foundation that 

mirrors the outline of the design, you have 

the cost of excavation to add the additional 

square footage of the bump-out; you have the 

cost of the concrete slab for that additional 

square footage; and you have the cost of the 

extra blockwork or other foundation material, 

thereby significantly increasing the quantity 

of material and labor required just for that 

bump-out area. By contrast, if you cantilever 

a bay window, you’re talking about a floor joist 

or a floor truss that you’d need regardless of 

whether you bump the basement’s footprint 

out or not. This is just one small example of 

how you can create fairly sizeable cost savings, 

while adding usable square footage and volume 

in your design. 

Opt for Building Systems
Another tip: Incorporate as many building 

system components (floor trusses, roof trusses, 
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panelized interior wall assemblies) in the design 

as you can. Prefabricated components, such 

as these, take a fraction of the time to put 

into place than does site-built construction, 

generating significant savings on labor without 

sacrificing quality. Likewise, if your home has 

gables, design them to be built with 2-by-4s or 

panels covered with log siding, shingles or a 

contrasting material, rather than crafting the 

gables out of full logs. Again, this goes back 

to the complexity of the log package creating 

cost. A pre-fab gable will be less time consum-

ing for the builder to erect and won’t detract 

from the authenticity of your log home.

Keep it Simple
The level of detail a home has can require a 

great deal of a building crew’s time and exper-

tise and result in added site costs. Where we 

spend the most time and money on a home 

is on detailed trimwork and intricate roof 

systems. Offsets, like where the roof doesn’t 

come right down to the wall in a loft, require 

a builder to trim around them, and doing it 

right takes more time than you’d think.

One way to reduce complex trim is to stra-

tegically place doors within your home. Think 

about how you’re going to move around in 

the house efficiently, but eliminate multiple 

or unnecessary doors to reduce labor and 

materials costs. 

A perfect example is an enclosed water 

closet within a master bathroom. Keep the 

door to the toilet area for privacy, but instead 

of installing a door that leads into the bath, 

opt for a case opening so the main part of the 

bathroom is exposed to the bedroom. Pocket 

or barn doors also can save you money and 

free up usable square footage by eliminating 

the need for door-swing clearance. In new 

construction, a pre-assembled pocket door 

won’t cost your builder more time or labor to 

install than a standard swinging door.

Another money-saving tip: Design to 

whole numbers (6 feet, 8 feet, etc.) based 

on how lumber is sold, rather than feet and 

inches. For instance, if you’re planning a deck 

on the back of your home and you start talking 

in odd or fractional numbers, your builder 

will have to order longer lengths than needed 

(unnecessary materials cost) and then mea-

sure and cut each board (added labor cost). 

Multiply that by 80-plus boards and you’re 

talking quite a bit of expense you could eas-

ily avoid. 

Involve Your Builder 
in the Design
Many log home buyers believe that you need 

a final design before you approach a builder. 

Not true! When a builder reviews a set of plans 

to prepare a bid, he or she takes all of a home’s 

complexities into account. So why not ask your 

builder to review your plans along the way?

Designers can be wonderfully creative, 

coming up with unique and innovative floor 

plans that look great on paper or 3D-CAD; 

but in the field, they may be inefficient or 

impractical to build. By asking your builder 

to review your plans before you finalize them, 

he or she can suggest tweaks in the layout or 

material selections that could save you sig-

nificant amounts of cash. 

Cedar shakes are a prime example: Not 

only are cedar-shake shingles one of the more 

expensive products on the market, they also 

take special knowhow to install. So though 

you think you’re ready to absorb the higher 

price tag of the material itself, many buyers 

don’t factor in the skilled-labor upcharges 

that come with installing them, and that 

drives up construction costs. You have to ask 

yourself if the value of these design elements 

justifies the cost. If the answer is yes, go for it! 

If not, opting for a look-alike will cost less and 

speed up construction in the process. These 

are the kinds of recommendations your builder 

can make along the design path, if he or she 

is involved early.  

Dan Mitchell owns Eagle CDI in Tennessee 

and has built close to 100 log homes in his 30-

year career. He’s the Knoxville Home Builders 

Association 2015 Builder of the Year.
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A 12-foot-wide deck wraps around the 

entire house to allow the couple to take 

in the gorgeous 360-degree view (see 

page 36 for their spectacular vista). 

INSET: The round-on-round logs came 

from locally harvested fir and larch.

story by Brooke Fishel  |  photography by Heidi Long

When disaster struck, plans to convert 

this Montana vacation retreat to a full-

time residence were put on fast forward, 

but resulted in a stunning, modern 

interpretation of log home living.
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“We were living in Atlanta and got the 

call on New Year’s Eve of 2014 that a foot of 

water had been sitting in the home for almost 

two weeks,” explains Julie. Their unplanned 

trip to assess the damage confirmed it; plans 

to rework the vacation home’s layout to suit 

a full-time residence would now be a much 

bigger (and higher priority) project.

They contacted Les Bernabi of Ciao 

Interiors to help them with the remodel and 

extensive water damage. He would manage 

the renovation onsite while the Hansons were 

still living in Atlanta, visiting only periodi-

cally.

“The damage wasn’t as much to the logs 

but to the f loor, so we had to replace the 

entire flooring system,” says Les. “Both the 

hardwood and sub-floor were torn out, and 

a lot of the floor joists were either replaced or 

repaired to get the house to a point where the 

wood wasn’t rotted or mildewed.” 

Design-wise, the home retained its origi-

nal footprint with two bedrooms, a full bath, 

a great room, kitchen and laundry room on 

the main floor, and a master suite with a full 

bath and two walk-in closets on the second 

level.

W
hen Brian 

and Julie 

H a n s o n 

purchased 

their log home in Flathead 

Valley, Montana, they knew they 

eventually wanted to bring the 

1990s 2,400-square-foot home 

into the 21st century. However, 

their remodeling timeline was 

sped up when a burst pipe 

caused flooding that went un-

detected for more than 10 days.

The great room’s decor 

was directly inspired by 

the hues found in the 

river-rock clad fireplace. 



It took more than three weeks for Les Bernabi 

and his crew to properly attach the cabinets 

to the logs. To get it perfect, a combination of 

either coping into the logs or coping the cabinet 

end pieces to mirror the shape of the logs was 

required. Quartz counters with a waterfall edge 

complete the modern-rustic look. 
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The biggest change was to the kitchen, 

which needed to be gutted because the origi-

nal U-shaped design disrupted the flow when 

the couple hosted a crowd. An island with 

a sink was installed, which opened up the 

kitchen and let Julie be a part of the activi-

ties without having her back to guests. It also 

created more counter space along the wall, 

allowing her to do what she loves most – bake! 

“I fall in love with this kitchen every day. 

I wouldn’t change a thing,” she says.

Another kitchen must-have was the addi-

tion of taller cabinets to allow for the seven 

full sets of dinnerware the sociable couple uses 

to entertain friends and family throughout the 

year. The maple cabinets were stained with 

an almost-black, gunmetal hue that let the 

wood grain show through but added modern 

flair to the home. Quartz countertops and a 

stainless-steel hood complete the look.

Lighting on the main level was also a 

consideration, as the original fixtures didn’t 

provide sufficient illumination. The Hansons 

added a wire-lighting system to a stainless steel 

cable with pendants to keep from having to 

attach light fixtures to the logs. This gave the 

area a contemporary look and allowed them 

the f lexibility to add or move pendants to 

spotlight different areas as needed.

Although it was a rough start to their hap-

pily ever after, Julie was pleased with both the 

outcome and the process. “Even though we 

were far away, we never had to worry about 

a thing,” she said. “Les’s team did amazing 

work, and they did it to perfection.”  

A cable light system 

provides flexible  

illumination and a 

contemporary spin on 

a rustic log home. {
{



  

The gunmetal-toned cabinets 

extend along the case opening 

into the great room, connecting 

to a new wet bar that provides 

even more entertaining space. 
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LEFT: The ironwork in the head-

board and side tables of the 

bedroom, as well as the ash-

stained flooring, mirrors the 

colors chosen for the kitchen 

cabinets and fixtures on the 

main floor. 

BELOW LEFT: Simple 4 1/4-inch 

square white porcelain tiles 

with cobalt blue accents pro-

vide a crisp, timeless backdrop 

that lets the logs take center 

stage in the bath.

RIGHT: Now fully restored 

after the flood, the Hansons’ 

home glows atop its Flathead 

Valley perch. 

Square Footage: 2,400

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2 full

Restorer/Remodeler: Ciao Interiors
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A
s winter draws ever closer, 

you may think about settling 

indoors for the season. But as 

temperatures start to drop, 

the pleasure derived from an evening spent 

around an outdoor fire goes up — even for 

those in seasonally warmer climes. Truly, it 

fuels the soul, especially if you’ve gathered 

around the blaze with friends and family. 

However, not everyone has a dedicated 

firepit area (note to your DIY self: put that 

on your to-do list) that’s ready for cozy winter 

gatherings. That doesn’t mean you need to 

skip it altogether, but it does demand a bit 

more preparation to make sure you stay safe. 

Here are five tips for your best bonfire:

1
Know the law
No matter where your log home 

might be located, there will be rules 

and regulations about what you burn, how 

close the fire can be to your house and 

whether or not you need a permit. Be 

smart: Call the local fire department to 

get the information you need.

Bonfire Basics 
Outdoor fires are a great way to spend chilly winter evenings — 

but make sure you learn the basics before you burn.

by Elizabeth Millard
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2
Clear the spot
Safety should be foremost on your 

mind, so choose an area far enough 

from the house to ensure stray embers won’t 

be a concern, but close enough that you can 

easily run back in for beverages and s’mores 

ingredients when supplies run low. Opt for 

an open space without trees overhead or piles 

of dead, dry branches around. 

3
Dig a pit
You can build a fire on flat ground, 

but a pit will keep the fire more con-

tained and make it easier to extinguish. Dig 

at least 6 inches deep, and stack the removed 

dirt to one side (you can use it to smother 

the fire later). Ring the pit with medium-

sized rocks to keep the flames from spreading 

beyond the bonfire boundaries.

4
Construct a pyramid
For maximum ambiance and fuel 

efficiency, arrange wood and twigs 

upright and leaning against each other, like 

a pyramid or a tipi, with dry kindling un-

derneath, keeping it raised slightly off the 

ground to create space for air to circulate. 

Use tinder, like dried grasses or wood shav-

ings to catch the initial spark and ignite the 

kindling quickly. 

5
Extinguish completely
When you’re done, spend extra ef-

fort putting it out properly. Start 

about a half hour before you plan to call it 

a night by letting the fire die down. Even 

if it looks like it’s out, smother the embers 

using the reserved dirt from digging the pit, 

pour ice water from a beverage cooler onto it. 

Add sand if you have any. The area should 

be cool — if not cold — to the touch before 

you leave.  

With these simple strategies that keep 

safety in mind, you can enjoy plenty of fire-

lit evenings during the long winter months, 

no matter where you live.  
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LEFT: Keep firepits far enough from your 

house so they don’t pose a threat, but 

close enough for convenience. A clear, 

open area will keep flying embers from 

igniting nearby foliage. 

BELOW, LEFT: For the best blaze, stack 

wood in a pyramid or tipi shape and 

provide space beneath the mound for 

air to circulate. 

A simple raised-

concrete structure 

can provide hours 

of enjoyment and 

family memories 

to cherish for a 

lifetime.



40  |  Log Home Living  |  DECEMBER 2016

ettin  t e ustic le

Fresh from the Farm (above)
A big table means plenty of room for family and friends. March 
Legend builds generous farm tables from kiln-dried wood 
treated with natural coatings. Choose from trestle, pendant or 
traditional style tables in a wide variety of colors or finishes. 
fableporchfurniture.com; 866-611-5224

Something to Tweet About (above)
A little birdy can hold your guests’ linen napkins for the 
holiday feast. P. Allen Smith’s petite iron napkin rings are 
sold in sets of four. Matching place card holders are also 
available to help you turn up the woodland charm. 
shop.pallensmith.com, 877-476-6313

Tray Chic
Stag heads with amber eyes flank this versatile cast aluminum tray. 
Use it on your dining table, by the sofa or near the front door. The 
24-inch-long receptacle can hold it all — from candles to books to keys. 
blackforestdecor.com, 800-605-0915
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Run with It (top right)
From her studio in New Hampshire, Kate Kilgus weaves 

cotton yarn into table runners to create the perfect back-
drop for an inviting spread. This cheery red plaid works 

for every fall and winter holiday. To see all of Kate’s run-
ners, towels and scarves, go to nutfieldweaver.com. 

Flame High (above)
Go for a softly lighted table with oak tree branch candle 

holders. Salvaged branches with beautifully textured bark are 
cut to various heights and drilled for standard tea lights. After 

your holiday dinner, arrange this set of five votives on your 
mantel for a woodsy touch. artisticbynature1.etsy.com 

From the Top Down 
Illuminate your holiday gathering 
with a bold chandelier. The rustic 
Montecito fixture from Steel Part-
ners is available in architectural 
bronze, black, mountain brown, 
old iron and rust finishes. Hand-
made by master craftsmen 
in Washington, the fixture 
measures 3 feet in diameter. 
steelpartnersinc.com, 
360-748-9406 
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REAL PEOPLE. REAL SOLUTIONS.

C
indy Konz and Jon Roroff ’s search 
for land along the Mississippi River in 
Dubuque, Iowa, was challenging. “There 

were new, gated properties overlooking the river that 
were opening up at the time, but they were cleared of all 
trees and were just not our style,” Cindy recalls. Luckily, 
they happened upon a site on which the current owners 
were also planning to build a log home, but had found 
another site they liked better. Cindy and Jon jumped on 
the 60-acre tract.

Why a log home: Cindy and Jon had dreamed of a log 

home for 20 years, but 
during the design process, 

they opted to go with a hybrid — 
a mix of log and other materials that would simplify their 
maintenance routine.

Most important features: The couple and their two 
middle-school-aged children wanted a casual home to 
fit their outdoorsy lifestyle. The land, which features a 
hobby farm, hiking trails, hunting space and two barns, 
overlooks the river, so the new home would need to cap-
ture the view.  

Refining 
Rustic 
on the 
River 
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The Lowdown 
The family worked with designer Alex 

Kuzmenko of PrecisionCraft Log and Timber 

Homes in Idaho to finalize plans that would 

take full advantage of the sloped site. A walk-

out lower level gives the family plenty of space 

and storage, while the main floor’s vaulted great 

room and screened-in porch take in the view. 

A dedicated, secure gun room is 

perfect for the family’s hunters. 

A full bar 

is open to 

the trophy 

room. 

Plenty of kitchen-

counter seating makes 

entertaining easy. 

The bunk room 

is perfect for 

hosting 

the kids’ 

friends. 

A fireplace keeps 

the screened-in 

porch cozy. 

Each of the upstairs 

bedrooms has an en-

suite bath. 

A large pantry/laundry room 

accommodates an active family of four. 

The foyer offers a grand 

first impression of the 

great room and view. 

A loft overlooks the great 

room below. 

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

LOFT

OPEN TO 
BELOW

ONLINE RESOURCE 
Browse floor plans of all shapes and sizes in our 

growing online collection. loghome.com/floorplans

The 

great room, 

den and master 

bedroom all 

open on to 

the patio.

Upper Level

Lower Level

Main Level
The Inside Scoop 
With a multilevel home like Cindy and Jon’s, 

using a mix of exterior materials and a varied 

roofline adds curb appeal and visual interest. 

PrecisionCraft’s design included log walls, log 

siding, stone accents and full round beams. If 

this look appeals to you, keep in mind:

Q  Where log walls work best. This home’s 

lower level is faced with stone, minimizing 

the logs’ susceptibility to water damage.

Q���Log siding is an option. Siding can be used 

both inside and outside to replicate the 

look of full log walls.

Q���How materials affect a home’s lines. 

Horizontal log walls can be nicely comple-

mented by the vertical lines of board-and-

batten siding.

Q���Logs are versatile. This home features log 

ceiling beams as well as log walls to pro-

vide an open floor plan with a rustic feel.

Square Footage: 5,300

Bedrooms: 4

Baths: 4 full, 1 half
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9995 Clay County Highway 
Moss, TN 38575 

800-231-3695 

info@honestabe.com 

�	�����


�

See this plan and many others at 

www.honestabe.com 
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����
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Second Floor

1-800-438-8274
stonemill.com • sales@stonemill.com

10024 Parkside Drive • Knoxville, TN 37922

Call or visit us online for more information:

WIND RIDGE II: 1,152 SQ. FT.

experts at StoneMill Log & Timber 
Homes have built a reputation on quality 
craft smanship. Homes designed for 
your lifestyle and built to endure for 
generations. Turn your ideas into reality. 
Call us; we’re ready to begin.

Experience the 

StoneMill 
Lifestyle
F

Second Floor First Floor
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Your Dream... Our Passion

LogHomeDesignCenter.com
for hundreds of additional plans

TimberhavenLogHomes.com

toll free: 855-306-5678

Andersen® - The most trusted name 
in windows and doors

Your Dream... Our Passion. It’s not 

just our tagline. It’s our foundation 

for how we do business. No matter 

where you are on your quest to 

make your dream log home a reality, 

Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes 

is here to assist you along the way.

Perfecting the design for your dream 

log home may not be an easy process, 

but we can help you understand 

each step of the process. We take 

great pride in our products and 

services and whole-heartedly enjoy 

providing you with the resources 

you need to make an informed 

decision — the decision that’s best 

for you and your family.

First FloorSecond Floor

Brookside I
Total Sq. Ft.: 1,782, 1 Bedroom, 1.5 Baths
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Second Floor

First Floor

Laurel Oaks
Total Sq. Ft.: 2,198, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
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Stoneridge
This 1 ½ story home features three bedrooms, 2 ½ 

baths and exposed timber frame rafters over the living 

and dining room.  The front of the home is accented 

with a large dormer and a gable porch, which provides 

a majestic entry.  The first floor master suite features 

a fireplace and large walk in closet. A screened porch 

with outdoor fireplace offers a cozy place to snuggle or 

entertain guests.

Second Floor

Appalachian Log Structures

P.O. Box 614 • Ripley WV 25271 

866-LOG-HOME • 304-372-6410  

fax: 304-372-3154 

e-mail: info@applog.com  

www.applog.com
First Floor

Bedrooms: 3

Baths: 2 1/2

Square Footage: 2,028

Package Price: Call for prices

The Orchard View blends the breath-taking beauty of the traditional 
log home with the efficient and practical features of today’s lifestyle. 
The open-concept great room with timbered cathedral ceiling and large 
stone fireplace; the master bedroom with double closets and master 
bath; and the centrally-located dining area - are designed for 
convenience and practicality. For more onformation or to order our 
Portfolio of floor plans and Planning Guide for $10, call 800-368-1015. 
HochstetlerLogHomes.com. 

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842 

Orchard View
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THE VAIL
This variation of a country 

ranch plan combines a 
wrap around porch on four 

sides with a large open 
kitchen, dining, and living 
area with an abundance 

of exposed beams 
throughout. It also offers a 
large master suite. Perfect 
as a mini mountain lodge 

or a seaside retreat.

ihc@ihoc.com
www.cedarleader.com

1.800.767.7674  360.668.8511

Bedrooms: 3
Main Floor: 1,607 sq. ft.
Porch: 1,343 sq. ft.

Bathrooms: 2 1/2
Upper Floor: 610 sq. ft.
Total: 2,217 sq. ft.
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Log Homes | Timber Frame | Cabins | Log & Rustic Style Furniture | FREE Seminars & Demonstrations 
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OLD WORLD CRAFTSMANSHIP, TIMELESS BEAUTY AND CLASSIC ELEGANCE
LET’S MAKE YOUR DREAM A REALITY.

John 3:16

Contact us at: (715) 561-5420
sestola@scandinavianlogandtimber.com • scandinavianlogandtimber.com

Interested in joining the Scandinavian log home family as an independent sales representative? Contact us today!
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A
ll U.S. Army Sgt. Matthew 

Hutcheson ever wanted was 

to provide a safe, permanent 

home for his family. For many 

years, Matthew and his wife, Leslie, had to 

worry about the rent or where they would 

have to uproot their family next, which put 

a strain on their health and happiness.

After serving our country for almost 13 

years, Matthew’s final injury occurred while he 

was participating in an airborne operation. At 

70 feet above ground, Hutcheson’s parachute 

lost its canopy, forcing him to hit the ground 

hard when he landed. He eventually was di-

agnosed with PTSD, TBI and a host of issues 

with his back. Hutcheson medically retired on 

September 5, 2007.

Thanks to national nonprofit Operation 

FINALLY HOME, along with builder Portico 

Properties, the Hutcheson family will never 

need to worry about rent or a disruptive move 

again. On January 29, 2016, they became the 

proud owners of a custom-built, mortgage-free 

home in Ball Ground, Georgia. 

“Our lives were forever changed that day,” 

Leslie explains. “There’s a sense of calmness 

over all of us, even the kids. Matthew’s anxiety 

level is so much lower because he has finally 

been able to provide a home for his family.” 

Since the stress of finding housing has been 

lifted off his shoulders, Matthew has been able 

to focus on one of his long-term goals: becom-

ing a nurse. He’s enrolled at Chattahoochee 

Technical College in Marietta, Georgia, and 

will start classes in January 2017. “It’s always 

been a dream of mine to go to college, and I 

feel like I’m finally ready to tackle this goal,” 

explains Matthew.

The Hutcheson family is also grateful for 

their new community, which has been a huge 

source of support. “We’ve known since the day 

we moved to Ball Ground that the people here 

were amazing, but this experience has brought 

out so much more,” Leslie says. “People are 

always offering help — whether it be around 

A Brand New Start
When his parachute failed, Army Sgt. Hutcheson fell more than 70 feet, 

ending his military career. Now he’s fallen in love with his new home.

LEFT: On Dedication Day, a 

community colorguard lines 

the driveway of Matthew 

Hutcheson’s new home. This is 

a day that Operation FINALLY 

HOME recipients never forget. 

BELOW: Sgt. Hutcheson 

bravely served in the U.S. 

Army for 13 years. 



  

Thanks to the generosity of donors around 

the country, the Hutcheson family finally 

has a safe, permanent home.

the house, with the kids or even just someone 

to talk to.”

Thanks to a partnership with JCPenney, 

a group of volunteers furnished the home the 

night before the dedication ceremony for the 

Hutcheson family. “The moment we walked 

into the house was a mix of every emotion you 

could think of,” recalls Matthew. “It was crazy 

to think that this was all ours and that these 

people did this for us.”

To the donors and partners of Operation 

FINALLY HOME, Matthew says, thank you. 

“To have people who will probably never know 

us donate their materials and time was a very 

humbling feeling. This was something we never 

in a million years would have expected to hap-

pen to us. Your donations don’t go unnoticed, 

and we are forever grateful to you.”  

THEY’VE DONE 
THEIR DUTY, NOW 
LET’S DO OURS.

This is the final installment of 

our “Hero House” series. We 

hope you’ve been inspired by the 

stories of courage and resilience 

these brave veterans have 

shared throughout the past year. 

It’s been our honor to tell them. 

Though the series is concluding, 

the initiative will not. Please help 

our nation’s wounded heroes by 

donating to Operation FINALLY 

HOME. Every cent goes directly 

to helping a veteran and his/her 

family get back on their feet with 

a mortgage-free house. From 

everyone at Log Home Living, 

thank you. 

OperationFINALLYHOME.
org/LogHome

Operation FINALLY HOME provides custom-built, 

mortgage-free homes to wounded, ill and injured 

veterans, the widows of the fallen and their families, 

creating a solid foundation for them to move forward 

in their lives. To accomplish this important mission, 

we need support from corporate sponsors, builders, 

developers, volunteers, communities and people like 

you who can make a donation to help the next veteran.

VISIT OPERATIONFINALLYHOME.ORG/LOGHOME

TO MAKE A DONATION TODAY

HONORING HEROES

WITH HOMES



Living the 
Lake Life

INSET: Colorful lights on the cauldron 

bring a smile of delight to all who stop 

by. (See the Smiths’ full nighttime holi-

day display on page 12.)
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A couple trades an oversized city 

home for a cozy log cottage along 

Wisconsin’s North Lake. 

One of Jim and Stephanie Smith’s 

biggest design challenges was 

figuring out how to incorporate 

everything they wanted into 

2,500 square feet. Not a single 

niche went unused. 

INSET: Because of code restric-

tions, even the overhangs had 

to be calculated into permissible 

square footage, necessitating 

fewer but bolder architectural 

details, including the eaved por-

tico for the entryway door.

story by Chris Wood  |  photography by Joseph Hilliard



58  |  Log Home Living  |  DECEMBER 2016

RIGHT AND INSET: The mantel above 

the gas-fueled fireplace and the window 

sills provide ample space for Stephanie 

to generate Christmas spirit with her 

extensive miniatures collection and  

holiday decor.

Although Stephanie says they only had to 

head back once, space in their 7,500-square-

foot home in Brookfield has always been 

equally compromised by Jim’s extensive col-

lection of 37 pinball machines and 18 upright 

arcade games. With their youngest son now 

off at college, the Smiths decided to move 

permanently to North Lake, demolish the 

cottage and fulfill a dream of owning a log 

cabin by the water. 

It’s a natural dream for the couple who 

met in 1977 when their families were vaca-

tioning on Green Lake and have been sweet-

hearts since their junior year in high school. 

“We’ve literally been on the lakes since child-

hood,” says Stephanie. “Since I was 4 years 

old, I’ve been coming up here. Jim’s family 

members were all builders on Green Lake. 

It’s our year-round lifestyle: We sail, we fish, 

we garden, we water-ski in the summer; snow 

ski and ice skate in the winter.” 

When Jim ran across a log home maga-

zine article several years ago, he read aloud 

to Stephanie about the guy who would come 

home to his log cabin and feel like he was 

on a North Woods vacation with the stress 

D
on’t tell Stephanie 

and Jim Smith 

about space. For 

18 years, they 

spent summers with their 

three sons on Wisconsin’s 

North Lake in their 1960s two- 

bedroom, one-bath cottage. 

They had one prime directive: 

Any fights and we drive home. 
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melting away. There was only one response: 

“I think the time is now,” Stephanie recalls. 

Built in 2010, the Smiths’ cabin features 

half-log walls with post corners over structural 

panels from Great Lakes Components. Gary 

Tenfel of Custom Craft Carpentry was the 

builder. 

One of the major challenges was incor-

porating as many design elements the Smiths 

could fit onto the 2,500-square-foot design, 

which in Waukesha County includes all at-

tached construction, like decks, garages and 

even overhangs. Such restrictions prevent-

ed the use of butt-and-pass corners on the 

50-foot-wide lot. 

“When we were done, there was not a 

single niche that wasn’t being used — they 

thought of everything,” says Gary, who used 

structural panels for the first time on this 

home and now considers himself a total con-

vert. “They had to make a lot of particular 

decisions on space, but from there, the con-

struction process was really smooth.”  

Credit the pre-planning to Stephanie, who 

drew upon her experience as a former real-estate 

agent and also as a miniatures enthusiast to 

construct a scale model of the cabin with a re-

movable roof and modular walls and furniture 

to help design the floor plan. Space conscious-

ness is evident in the bathrooms, where double 

sinks give way to a single pedestal basin. The 

kitchen boasts granite counters and stainless 

steel appliances, but is able to functionally 

blend into the great room by using a bar as 

a dining area, visually separating living areas 

without the bulk of walls or added construction 

expense. That and lots of windows, including 

four vintage portholes recovered off the coast 

of Key West, give the place an airy feeling. 

With the Smiths about to close the sale of 

their Brookfield city home, the only thing left 

is to figure out where to put Jim’s pinball and 

ABOVE: Even at one-third the 

size of their previous residence, 

the Smiths’ well-appointed cabin 

kitchen gives them plenty of 

space to prepare large holiday 

feasts when the kids and friends 

come to visit. 

OPPOSITE: Even though home’s 

design is flowing, with a clear line 

of sight from room to room, each 

zone is clearly defined with the 

creative use of posts, counters or 

bump-outs. Choosing one uniform 

flooring choice — tile — through-

out  the space ties the whole level 

together and makes it appear 

larger than it is.



62  |  Log Home Living  |  DECEMBER 2016

arcade machines, three of which have already 

been tabbed for the cabin’s loft. 

“We’re probably going to do a bigger ga-

rage in the back, portion it off to include 

conditioned space and put some of the games 

back there, but we’ll still be limited in our 

square footage,” says Stephanie, adding that 

space will be even more important when the 

Smith boys start coming back to the lake with 

their own families. “We figure the boys will 

never mind coming back for vacation if we 

live on the lake. If you’re familiar with lakeside 

living, you know there are always toys to store 

in the winter, but this cabin is proof that you 

can do it. It’s amazing because people think 

they can’t do a log home on a 50-foot lot. Well, 

guess what? You can do a nice log home on a 

50-foot lot.” And with the Smiths’ home as 

a shining example, you can do much more 

than “nice.”  

1

2
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1: Hickory furniture in each of 

the bedrooms give the Smiths’ 

house that authentic cabin 

vibe. All rooms come with a 

view of the North Lake.

2: Small spaces need not 

sacrifice on luxury. The 

Smiths’ master bathroom 

comes complete with an 

oversized steam shower 

with plenty of room for two.

3: Stephanie’s love of 

miniatures came in handy 

— it helped her design a 

mini-model of their home, 

complete with removable roof 

and modular walls, during the 

design and planning stage. 

4: The cozy lofted family room 

is poised to house at least a 

few of Jim’s 50-plus pinball 

machines and arcade games.

Square Footage: 2,500

Builder: Custom Craft Carpentry MAIN LEVEL
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Perfect 
Harmony

Bickering over differing design ideas? 

Conversation and compromise go a long way toward 

creating a log home floor plan you’ll both love.

story by Stacy Durr Albert
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Homes in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. 

“And, in a log home, every single wall and 

ceiling has to be talked about, so there is a 

great deal of thinking, discussion and com-

promise that needs to take place.” 

The good news is that with the right at-

titude and sufficient planning, you can in-

deed achieve floor plan harmony (no matter 

how different your tastes may be), creating 

a home that all parties will love. Here’s how 

to get started. 

Can’t We All Just Get Along?
Whether you’re building a house with your 

soul mate, a family member or a friend, dis-

agreements are bound to pop up; after all, no 

two people, nor their needs, are exactly alike. 

“Each person may love log homes, but for 

different reasons,” explains Karen Youngstrom 

of Yellowstone Log Homes in Rigby, Idaho. 

“One may view it as a perfect getaway for 

fishing and outdoor sports, while the other 

loves it for its coziness — a place to get all 

the family together.” 

Another issue that may fuel the fire is the 

dynamics of modern relationships. “Modern 

couples oftentimes lead very independent 

lives,” shares Allen Halcomb of MossCreek 

Designs. “Designing a house requires a higher 

level of agreement and interaction than may 

be the norm for them.” 

T
he idea that op-

posites attract 

may certainly 

ring true in the 

realm of relationships, but 

when it comes to home design, 

incompatibly could be a recipe 

for disaster. 
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Though there are occasions where type-

casts don’t ring true, there are gender 

threads that surface in home design, 

like men hankering for a man cave  or 

women craving control over the kitchen.

The Biggest Battles
So what design elements cause the lion’s share 

of squabbles? It varies by home owner, but the 

top contenders are the kitchen, great room 

and master bath. Often, couples place dif-

ferent levels of importance on these areas or 

have wide-ranging visions for their layout, 

personalization and ambiance. 

“The size of the house is one of the biggest 

areas of disagreement,” says Allen. “It usually 

tends to end up bigger than one partner would 

like. In addition, the outside look, amount of 

sunlight that comes into the house, volume of 

glass and how they should capture the view 

are talked about all the time.” 

In some cases, one party leans toward 

having a large amount of glass because they 

love the light and the outdoor views, while 

the other is resistant to the idea because he/

she is thinking about the cleaning this entails. 

“My advice would be to go for the win-

dow look you want and just hire cleaners as 

needed,” says Jay. “Achieving harmony and 

design satisfaction is worth those extra few 

hundred dollars occasionally.” 

He Said, She Said…
Let’s face it: Men and women often have very 

different ideas about what constitutes a dream 

home. While every case is unique, there are 

some common gender threads that surface 

with home design. A popular toy company’s 

study shed light on this recently: 

“Lego discovered that when boys built a 

Lego house, they played on the outside with 

Lego cars, trucks and people,” shares Allen. 

“When girls built a Lego house, they played 

on the inside, imagining relationships between 

the Lego people.” 

While this scenario may not fit every man 

or woman out there, it does offer insight into 

why some men and women have trouble agree-

ing on different aspects of their home’s design. 

“In some cases, women are inclined to-

ward a more refined and finished look and are 

more cognizant of things like rough surfaces 

causing later issues,” explains Allen. “They 

also may be better budget-trackers. On the 

other hand, men may be more drawn to a 

certain exterior look, materials, decks, stone, 

prominent fireplaces and big-view windows.” K
a
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Individual rooms and spatial relationships 

also seem to be more of a priority for one 

gender than another. “The kitchen is often a 

priority for women,” says Karen. “They usu-

ally want the kitchen combined with the living 

and dining areas because they envision their 

children and grandchildren coming over, and 

they don’t want to feel like they are miss-

ing out on the family being together. Men, 

however, are often the ones who want the big 

garage and a theater room.” 

While some men crave a designated “man 

cave” or similar space carved out for hobbies, 

others might be the resident chefs, and there-

fore want a bigger say in the kitchen space. 

“The bottom line is that you need to figure 

out what’s the most important thing to you,” 

suggests Jay. “Whoever will use a particular 

room the most should be in charge of the 

design decisions for that room.”

First Steps
Once you decide to build your dream home, 

priority-one is to find a professional who will 

steer you in the right direction. Whether you 

are working with an architect, a log home staff 

designer or a company sales rep, you need to 

ensure he or she is a person who will be alert 

to your needs, present various options and 

offer recommendations. 

“You need to find someone who will re-

ally listen to you,” advises Jay. “It’s important 

that he or she addresses your concerns and 

guides you. This person will serve as a referee 

at times, hearing both sides and pointing out 

the pros and cons, leading you toward a com-

promise that works for both of you.” 

Before floor plans are drawn, you should 

have a number of constructive conversations 

with your chosen professional, working 

through what you want to achieve, how much 

you want to spend, what you are and aren’t 

willing to give up and why certain features 

matter to you. Don’t be afraid to meet as often 

as you need to finalize the design.

“Designing is as much about eliminating 

options as it is about generating new ideas,” 

O
nce upon a time, homes 

were designed with the 

most technologically ad-

vanced equipment avail-

able: a pencil … with an eraser. Thirty 

years ago, the architectural field was 

revolutionized with computer-aided 

design (AutoCAD) software, making for 

faster designs and easier corrections. 

But the design world was still flat. 

“It’s difficult for a lot people to re-

ally visualize what the home will look 

like and how it will flow from a from a 

two-dimensional set of blue prints,” 

says Rodney Robertson, president of 

International Homes of Cedar based 

in Woodinville, Washington.

Then about 15 years ago, the 

home-design process was turned 

on its ear with the adoption of two 

revolutionary concepts: 3D computer-

aided design and something called 

“building information modeling” or 

BIM. Now, instead of drawing lines, 

designers work with objects. Rodney 

explains how it works:

“For us, being a timber-wall 

company, we can pre-define all the 

parameters for our systems, create 

timber-wall “objects” and the com-

ponents, like roofs and such, that 

encompass the home. Then we can 

arrange and rearrange those objects, 

rather than draw, erase and redraw,” 

he says. “From a design perspective it 

saves a lot of time and is much more 

accurate. It also allows us to show 

customers what the home will look 

like conceptually. 

“We can even determine some 

things we couldn’t with 2D design, 

like whether a door’s swing will clear 

a beam or we need to raise the roof,” 

Rodney continues. “In the past it 

could take a designer an hour or more 

to figure that out. With the 3D pro-

gram we can answer those kinds of 

questions in seconds.” 

The design complexity of log and 

timber homes makes avoiding these 

kinds of mistakes even more crucial. It 

also helps buyers think through their 

choices, like the location of the stairs, 

the placement of closets or the size of 

a pantry. 

“Another benefit of the 3D mod-

eling is that the program allows us 

to create fly-through videos of the 

house — even ones that are self-guid-

ed — in an easy, cost-effective way,” 

Rodney says.

Finally, and perhaps one of the 

greatest boons on the BIM side, is the 

ability to transfer all the cutting infor-

mation to the mill for precision fabri-

cation. Changes made to the design 

are automatically transferred as well, 

drastically reducing the margin for er-

ror. And, of course, the programs cre-

ate construction docs for permitting 

and for the builder, so everyone is on 

the same, albeit digital, page.

3D CAD — Not Your 
Father’s Blue Prints

42

See this 
home’s plans 

on page
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shares Allen. “Before we start drawing, we 

have a lot of conversations with our clients. 

We joke that we start from a 40,000-square-

foot view of the project and then continue to 

drill down to smaller and smaller components. 

A conversation at the project site also helps 

us all understand the limits of the footprint 

of the house, the orientation of the views and 

driveway, the style of surrounding homes and 

the topography of the land. With these in 

mind, couples often start dreaming much 

more in unison.”

Learn to Compromise
It may not always be easy, but compromise is 

a key ingredient to creating harmony in your 

home, and understanding the reasoning behind 

your significant other’s priorities is crucial. 

“Instead of automatically saying ‘no way’ 

to your partner’s idea, ask why that particular 

thing is important,” recommends Karen. “Be 

willing to hear him or her out and compromise 

on items that you may not feel strongly about. 

Think about the things that matter most to 

you, and remember that this is a dream that 

both of you are bringing to life.”  

Listing priorities out ahead of time may 

help, perhaps even dividing the list between 

must-haves and wishes. “One house sim-

ply can’t contain every dream you’ve ever 

had,” explains Allen. “A house is undoubt-

edly a series of compromises of style, size 

and budget.”

Sometimes budget can promote com-

promise, since it may dictate which items 

on your wish list are feasible and which are 

not. “Usually budget drives size, giving us 

boundaries to work within,” says Allen. “It 

also helps to put everything on the table in 

the way of features, and their associated costs. 

This encourages ‘value judgments’ as to just 

how important a certain feature is.” 

Once people see their ideas drawn on pa-

per, they sometimes decide they really don’t 

need certain features anymore, and many 

disagreements tend to work themselves out. 

Practice Patience
It may be a bit cliché, but the old saying that 

“Rome wasn’t built in a day” is a good adage 

to keep in mind when designing your dream 

home. Don’t rush important decisions; take 

the time to have multiple meetings and really 

think it through. Listen to the advice of the 

professionals, and don’t be afraid to speak 

up and make revisions. If you find yourself 

at an impasse, take time off and come back 

to it later with a clear head.

“If you and your partner disagree on major 

features such as budget, size or style of the 

home, all we can do is suggest that you put a 

pause on the project for a little while and come 

back when you have worked it out between 

yourselves,” says Allen. “Trying to force agree-

ment can cause a larger disagreement and bad 

feelings later on in the project.” 

tours

TIMBERBLOCK

TIMBERBLOCK
The revolutionary R-30 insulated log home

Plan your cabin by viewing digital models 

from top custom wood home manufactur-

ers — without ever leaving the comfort of 

your home. Customwoodhomes.com 

is a new online tool that lets you learn 

about and plan your dream home by 

providing virtual tours. We’ve partnered 

with leading manufacturers to show-

case custom log and timber homes on a 

dynamic, interactive virtual design site.

A new concept  
in home planning
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A Happy Ending
In the end, taking the time to work out a 

plan that everyone agrees on will make all 

the difference. “Make sure that you are both 

getting something that makes you happy every 

day you wake up there,” advises Karen. “The 

process can test your patience, but you won’t 

remember that process to be quite as hard 

when you enter that door for the first time 

and walk into the dream that you can now 

call home.”  

Second 

Chance 

Do Overs
Worried about making design 

decisions you’ll regret? 

According to the experts we 

interviewed, here are the 

biggest changes that log 

home owners would make if 

they had the chance to do it 

all over again:

1. Add more storage — 

especially closets.

2. Create a bigger great 

room.

3. Plan more open space for 

families to gather together.

4. Bring nature inside more: 

Capture views and expand 

outdoor living.
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800-729-1320

info@mtndesign.com

www.mtndesign.com

TM

MTN Design

Your vision comes to life when you work one-on-one with our award-
winning designers to draw a signature home. We will contemplate all 
aspects of your project, from energy-efficiency, to the view from your 
master suite. This includes drawing a home that specifically fits with your 
overall budget goals.

Because we specialize in authentic log and timber frame homes, produced 
by our sister company PrecisionCraft, we deliver more than a great design; 
we provide our clients with a truly customized homebuilding experience.

315-476-8371 
info@hkkarchitects.com 
hkkarchitects.com

Holmes � King 
� Kallquist 
& Associates, 
Architects 
LLP

Whether it’s a country 
estate, or a lakeside 
cottage, we provide 
innovative design 
and quality detailing 
combined with a 
unique synthesis of 
our clients’ needs, their 
site and our knowledge 
of current design 
and construction. 
We recognize that 
quality projects cannot 
occur without quality 
clients and welcome 
a high level of client 
participation.



90% of the people who take this course would recommend it to others.

Space is limited.
SIGN UP TODAY!

loghome.com/university
or call 800-826-3893

Ready for a graduate’s degree 
in building your dream home?
If you’re serious about building a log, timber frame, 
hybrid or custom wood home, the Log and Timber 
University is a must for you. This course provides 
detailed, step-by-step instructions to save thousands, 
avoid pitfalls and correctly budget, plan and build 
your dream wood home.

Our University professor will provide unbiased 
guidance to help you build your dream home. In addition, 
the course draws upon more than 50 years of knowledge 
contained in the pages of Log Home Living, Cabin Living 
and Timber Home Living magazines.

Topics include but are not limited to:
Q� Defi ning a log and timber-frame home
Q� Developing and communicating a budget
Q� Site considerations
Q� Deciding on a lender, supplier and builder
Q� Design decisions

Q� Manufacturing, delivery and installation
Q� Finishing your home

The presentation also includes a question and 
answer session with our professor and numerous 
images from the pages of our magazines to inspire 
your own design. 

The Log and Timber University is the hands-down 
choice when you’re ready for a graduate’s degree in 
building your dream home. Attend The Log and Timber 
University and graduate with the knowledge that you 
need to confi dently build your own custom wood home!

The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, which includes the 
Course Guide, a comprehensive textbook to guide you through the entire 
homebuilding process; Annual Buyer’s Guide; continental breakfast or 
snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni Pass to the Log & Timber Home Shows.

Visit loghome.com/university for updates. 
Schedule subject to change without notice. 
Check website for most accurate and up-to-date information.

twitter.com/
LogTimberShow

facebook.com/
TheLogandTimberHomeShow

MARLBOROUGH, MA
Oct 28 or 29, 2016

ASHEVILLE, NC
Nov 4 or 5, 2016

ORLANDO, FL
Dec 9 or 10, 2016

NASHVILLE, TN
Jan 20 or 21, 2017

COLUMBUS, OH
Jan 27 or 28, 2017

KANSAS CITY, MO
Feb 10 or 11, 2017

SYRACUSE, NY
Feb 24 or 25, 2017

ATLANTA, GA
March 3 or 4, 2017

PITTSBURGH, PA
March 10 or 11, 2017

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
March 31 or April 1, 2017

HARRISBURG, PA
April 28 or 29, 2017

LAKE GEORGE, NY
May 5 or 6, 2017



Why Buy From 
A Log and Timber Homes 
Council Member?
By Devin Perry

Remote settings are beautiful, 

but can present some obstacles 

to the construction process. Log 

and Timber Homes Council mem-

bers are adept at working with 

even the most challenging sites.

ADVERTORIAL
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E
very industry has brands that 

are universally known for qual-

ity and integrity. Some brands 

reverberate so powerfully that 

they become ingrained in our speech. If 

you have shopped for appliances and 

heard the salesman say, the Cadillac of 

washing machines, than you are famil-

iar with this phenomenon. Putting the 

cheesy line aside, wouldn’t it be wonder-

ful if a similar “Cadillac standard” existed 

for log and timber frame homes? It does; 

it’s called The National Association of 

Home Builders’ (NAHB) Log and Timber 

Homes Council (LTHC). 

Founded in 1977 to resolve technical 

and code-compliance issues that were 

impacting the industry, members of the 

Log and Timber Homes Council have 

worked tirelessly for almost 40 years to 

protect America’s archetypal home style. 

Representing more than 30 of the 

top manufacturers in North America, 

home buyers would do well to work with 

companies that are part of NAHB’s Log 

and Timber Homes Council, as they hold 

themselves to a higher standard of busi-

ness and construction practices. Log and 

Timber Homes Council members must:

Q Abide by a strict code of ethics.

Q Grade their logs and timbers by third 

party agencies to ensure structural 

integrity.

Q Provide detailed construction manuals 

to ensure correct construction tech-

niques.

Q Sponsor scientific studies that ad-

vance log building technologies.

Q Provide free information to help con-

sumers make smart choices.

“Members of the Log and Timber 

Homes Council share the same passion 

for living in log and timber frame homes 

as their customers do,” says Council 

Chairman Doug Parsons of Appalachian 

Log Structures in Ripley, West Virginia. 

“Each company invests in the Council to 

develop and improve construction prac-

tices and policies that will extend and 

protect the log home living lifestyle well 

into the future.”

Members of the Log and Timber 

Homes Council also abide by the free-

enterprise system, where companies 

compete on a level playing field for their 

clients’ business. Members agree that 

they will not attempt to injure, with mali-

cious intent, either directly or indirectly, 

the professional reputation of other 

members, nor to indiscriminately criticize 

another member’s work in public or take 

unfair advantage over fellow members. 

Each member agrees to conduct his or 

her business in a manner that avoids con-

troversy, but if disagreements do arise, to 

resolve disputes through non-litigation 

mechanisms wherever possible.

Speaking of which, what happens if 

there is a dispute involving a company 

that belongs to the Log and Timber 

Homes Council? After hearing all sides 

of an issue, the Log and Timber Homes 

Council Ethics Committee will suggest 

ways to resolve the issue and to prevent 

future conflicts. A company in question 

may also receive a warning with spe-

cific recommendations to bring its ac-

tions in line with accepted practices. If 

an agreement cannot be reached, the 

Ethics Committee will advise all parties 

to pursue legal solutions. If, however, a 

member of the Council fails to live up to 

its expectations, the Ethics Committee 

has the right to revoke or suspend Council 

membership.

RIGHT: Every type of 

buildable wood species 

and timber profile are  

represented in the LTHC.
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To find a log or timber 

home producer in the 

Council, you’ve got two 

great online resources 

at your disposal: nahb.

org and loghomes.org. 

For additional 

information, contact 

the LTHC at 800-

368-5242 ext. 8576.

ADVERTORIAL



Although the Log and Timber Homes 

Council has no way of mediating disputes 

with non-members, the Council maintains 

a file on all non-member complaints it 

receives. This helps the Council to pro-

tect the entire industry — whether they’re 

members or not. The Ethics Committee 

also reviews this file when considering 

a log or timber home manufacturer for 

membership, to ensure the Council seal 

always denotes a quality log or timber 

home provider.

To ensure the best experience pos-

sible for your log home plans, look for 

the NAHB Log and Timber Homes Council 

logo before you design or build your 

dream log home. To learn more about 

the Council and its members, visit the 

official consumer website loghomes.org 

or, call the Log and Timber Home Council 

at 800-368-5242, ext. 8576.

DID YOU KNOW that log and timber homes are 

considered systems-built structures? This classification 

comes from the systematic approach to building the 

homes, as well as the controlled environments in 

which they are crafted. Other building system methods 

include modular, panelized and concrete construction, 

and often these systems combine to make for a truly 

unique and high-performance house. The National 

Association of Home Builders’ Building Systems Councils 

(BSC) represents all of these types of housing and the 

highly skilled men and women who build them. For more 

information, contact the BSC at 800-368-5242, ext. 8576 

or visit nahb.org.

Log and Timber Homes Council members will 

tailor your home’s design to meet all your 

aesthetic and structural needs. So whether 

you want a traditional squared, log-on-

log look (right), a cozy cabin with rounded 

logs (bottom right) or a mountain-modern 

masterpiece (below), look to the members of 

the LTHC to design and manufacture the home 

of your dreams. You can find a member at 

loghomes.org or nahb.org.
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Presented by these members of the Log and Timber Homes Council.
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APPALACHIAN LOG STRUCTURES
Appalachian Log Structures offers the latest technology 
available to custom design, precut and pressure treat log 
home building material packages. Over 65 standard floor 
plans are available. Cabins, log siding, log railing, and main-
tenance products are also available. ALSI offers several log 
profiles and corner styles. Visit us at www.applog.com or call 
(866) 564-4663 for more information.

866-564-4663 

applog.com 

GASTINEAU LOG HOMES
Since the pioneer days, people have preferred the qualities of 
oak. Imagine the feelings of safety and security while being 
surrounded by this notorious wood. Wrap yourself in the 
strength, durability and beauty of an oak log home. The oak 
logs, beams, trim, stairs and railings all complete the picture…
choose a Gastineau Log Home.

800-654-9253 

sales@oakloghome.com

oakloghome.com

COVENTRY LOG HOMES, INC.
Coventry Log Homes is factory direct. Our complete pack-
age contains: pine or cedar pre-cut, kiln-dried, certified 
and graded logs, lettered and numbered for easy assem-
bly; sub-floor; Andersen windows; Therma-Tru doors; loft 
system; roof system; interior framing with T&G pine to 
finish; solid wood interior doors; locksets and much more. 
Timber Frame Homes available. 

800-308-7505

info@coventryloghomes.com

coventryloghomes.com

877-536-1446

info@OutlastCTA.com

OutlastCTA.com

CTA PRODUCTS GROUP
CTA Products Group manufactures products for the specific 
and unique requirements of the Log Home industry. Outlast 
Interior Finishes; Outlast Q8 Log Oil Exterior Stain/Wood 
Preservative; Outlast NBS 30 “GREEN” insect repellent, Mold 
Buster Additive and Outlast KleenStart.

ASSOCIA
TE M

EMBER
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HOCHSTETLER MILLING, LTD.
Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. has been in business since 1986. Our 
mill-direct operation enables us to produce the finest quality 
log homes for a reasonable price. We offer over 40 standard 
plans or can custom design your home. Visit our models and 
experience the log home lifestyle yourself.

800-368-1015

HochstetlerLogHomes.com

800-845-4533

info@katahdincedarloghomes.com

katahdincedarloghomes.com

KATHADIN CEDAR LOG HOMES
Since its founding in 1973, Katahdin Cedar Log Homes has 
defined itself by the quality and precision of the cedar log 
homes it produces, as well as the leadership role it has taken 
in ‘green’ manufacturing and construction.

GOLDEN EAGLE LOG HOMES
• Full Log
• Half & Quarter Log
• Concrete Log & other maintenance free options
• Timber Frame, Hybrid Timber
• Custom Designs
• Nationwide Builder Service

“Relax we thought of everything and it’s included”

1-800-270-5025

info@GoldenEagleLogHomes.com

GoldenEagleLogHomes.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOMES
In a world where anything can be reproduced, we celebrate 
the one material that has passed the test of time. Still, noth-
ing matches wood in versatility or beauty. The color tones, 
textures, flexibility and even sound integrity has inspired 
artisans for thousands of years. We carry on a time-honored 
tradition, simply put—We Love Wood! We offer installation 

406-363-5680

sales@rmlh.com

rockymountainloghomes.com
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UTAH • T E XA S • G EORG IA

800-777-7288

info@satterwhite.com

satterwhite.com

SATTERWHITE LOG HOMES
Satterwhite is an American family business with a reputation 
built on the stability of logs harvested from dead standing 
timber. We offer 45 standard floor plans and a design staff 
able to customize or create your vision of your own. Materials 
and design are all a part of the guarantee of sound construc-
tion techniques and attention to detail that have gone into 
every Satterwhite log home built beginning in 1974. Visit our 
3 locations in Texas, Utah and Georgia.

SASHCO
At Sashco, we’re driven by a passion to make products that 
work right. That s why we make only high-performance log 
home products designed to keep your dream home in beau-
tiful, weatherproof condition. You avoid needless frustration 
and enjoy your home more. We like to call it “delighting the 
customer with a better way.” Since 1936.

LogsAintWood.com

ASSOCIA
TE M

EMBER

TAMARACK GROVE ENGINEERING, PLLC
We specialize in Log and Timberframe structural engineering, 
permitting and construction documents. With over 20 years 
of experience, we bring our knowledge, availability, licensure 
and E&O insurances on every project.  We are licensed in 
all fifty states and five Canadian Provinces. Let us help you 
streamline your projects nationwide.

208-345-8941

brian.sielaff @tamarackgrove.com

tamarackgrove.com

800-641-4754

contact@southlandloghomes.com

SouthlandLogHomes.com

SOUTHLAND LOG HOMES
Southland Log Homes brings your log home dreams to life. 
More Americans select Southland Log Homes than any other 
log home company in America. Our award winning design 
and architectural teams work closely with you to customize 
your dream, your way. Satisfying customers with the highest 
quality log homes has been a Southland tradition since we 
started in 1978.



  

WHISPER CREEK
From the attractive rustic accents to the steeply pitched 
roofs, our homes speak of quality and distinction. Our panel-
ized building system incorporates construction techniques 
that use advanced technology and a controlled work envi-
ronment to build energy-efficient, engineered homes in 
much less time than conventional building.  Homeowners 
can design custom homes or choose from our models with 
hundreds of floor plans and option combinations to match 
every lifestyle and location. 

877-289-9254

mochs@rmlh.com

855-306-5678

TimberHavenLogHomes.com

LogHomeDesignCenter.com

TIMBERHAVEN LOG & TIMBER HOMES
Your Dream... Our Passion. It’s not just our tagline. It’s our 
foundation for how we do business.
 • Kiln-Dried Engineered and Traditional Solid Logs 
 • Now offering Custom Timber Frame Homes
 • Graded and Certified Logs / Lifetime Warranty
 • Free custom-design services 
 • Dozens of Log Profile & Corner Assembly Combinations

We are ready when you are.
Let’s get started!
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Rocky Mountain Log Homes photo

Looking for information on how to build your dream home? 

Want DIY maintenance tips? Need hiring guidance?  

THE FREE RESOURCE PAGE
is the perfect place to fi nd the content you’re looking for.

Visit loghome.com/resources and start planning your dream home now! 

There are tons of topics for you to explore! Check out a few listed below:

ARTICLES:
Q Finance Your Dream

Q Guide to Building your Log Home

Q Staining Options for Your Log Home

Q Universal Design

VIDEOS:
Q Energy Effi ciency 101

WEBINARS:
Q Beautiful Baths: Designing for 
 Form, Function and Forever

Q Finding the Log Company 
 that’s Right For You
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Log & Modular, looks like a

log home inside and out.

Requires the least
maintenance of ANY log home!
• Tighter, better insulated, no shrinkage, no leakage
• Shorter construction time
• Built indoor away from weather
• Easier financing, easier appraisals
• We build CUSTOM, lower cost per square foot

Note: Pine or drywall ceilings available

3 Bd Rms, 2 Baths, WIC, Utility Rm

First Floor
Second Floor
TOTAL

1,632 sq ft
384 sq ft

2,016 sq ft New Hampshire

Mass.

Rhode Island
Conn.

Delaware

New Jersey

Maryland

Vermont

Service 
Area

877-341-6736
www.aplusmodularloghomes.com
email: george@aplusmodularloghomes.com

DEALERS WANTED!
Most complete log home package available✔WEBSITE ✔WEBSITE

OPEN TO
BELOW

LOFT

DINING
ROOM

KITCHEN

GREAT
ROOM

UTIL
BEDROOM

BEDROOM

B
A

T
H

MASTER
BEDROOM

WIC

M
 B

A
T

H

Ask for George Orren

A PLUS MODULAR LOG HOMES, LLC

WB FOWLER INDUSTRIES INC

Call today!  1-800-290-8510      •     www.wbfowler.com

also the

HandyWaiter®

lifts wine, food 
and groceries 

up to four floors.

Simple
installation

Rugged
construction

Built-in 
safety controls

We are WB Fowler,
America’s Leading Innovator, developing

Through-Floor Vertical Lift Solutions.

HandyWaiters ®

~ 30 Years in the Business ~
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Boone Custom Forest Products
Proudly Serving America for 30 years

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(828) 264-6680

467 Roby Greene Rd.  •  Boone, NC 28607

www.BooneCustomForestProducts.com

BUY DIRECT FROM THE MILL

We can provide all of your log home and timber frame home materials.

NATIONWIDE SHIPPING

• Extensive selection of Log Profi les, 
 Log Sidings, and Corners. Variety of 
 Interior T&G Patterns.

• Post & Beams, Heavy Timber Accents.

• E. White Pine, W. Red Cedar, 

 Douglas Fir, Cypress.

• Rough Sawn, Smooth, Hand Hewn 
 and Draw-Knifed Surfaces Available.

• Custom Millwork.

BETTER THAN LOGS CONCRETE SIDING

TM

BETTER

       THAN
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* Great for both Remodels and New Construction! 
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www.ClearCreekSiding.com

Concrete Siding 
/ŶƐƵůĂƚĞĚ��ŽƌĞ�

ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ĂŶ��

�ŶĞƌŐǇ��ĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ�Z
ဒ�

/ŶƐƵůĂƚŝŽŶ�sĂůƵĞ�

Grunberg Home

The Grunberg Home, 32-by-44-feet with 
18-to-24-inch diameter logs, has a great room 
with an attached dining room, a spacious 
kitchen, two bedrooms and a bath on the 
main level. Other features include a loft 
master bedroom and bath and beautiful log 
staircases inside and out. An information and 
planning packet containing this and other 
models is available for $5.

Koski Log Homes
35993 U.S. Highway 45
Ontonagon MI 49953
906-884-4937
e-mail: jerrykoski@charter.net
www.koskiloghomes.com

LOG
K KOS I

MEHO S
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Built in Colorado
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Arkansas

OZARK MOUNTAIN & LAKE LOG HOMES
Karen Kinsel - Eureka Springs, AR 
(479) 253-0002 - kinselk@aol.com 

www.OzarkRealLogHomes.biz

California

MEEKER BUILDERS, INC.
Chris Schultz - Exeter, CA

(559) 594-9573 - chris@meekerlogs.com
www.loghomesbymeeker.com

Colorado

877-567-2202

JEREMIAH JOHNSON

www.LiveinLog.com

HANDCRAFTED

LOG HOMES

y
nce 1984

25 Years Ex &
Over 500 m Hom sss

ModernLogHomes.com

303/278-7825

A Colorado Company 
Since 1984

Over 700 Custom Homes 

Built in Colorado

Georgia

Paul & Ellen Price

517-812-4928

Dealer/Builder with over 

20 years experience! 

pricepointe@gmail.com 

IMPERIAL LOG HOME BUILDERS, LLC

Model Home Shown by Appointment

www.michiganlogandtimberhomes.com

Missouri

Great Plains
Log Homes

Great Plains Log Homes 

David L & Paula Arn  

greatplainsloghomes.com 

816-668-5740

Builder Dealer Appalachian Log Structures

Nebraska

New Hampshire

New York

Authorized Sales 
Representative logliving@logchips.com • www.logchips.com

North Carolina

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540

(706) 273-7140 ~ www.ModernRusticHomes.com

BUILD

Idaho

Kentucky

Dallas Powers, Sales Representative 
270-316-6048         dallas@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

Kentucky

Maine

Massachusetts

C.M. ALLAIRE & SONS, INC.
 Model Home in Mendon, MA 

Log Home Builder throughout New England
(800) 634-4838 - info@cmallaire.com 

www.cmallaire.com

Michigan

Barna Great Lakes
Andrew & Gina Green • Sales and Contracting

877-BILD-LOG • 989-529-0125
barnagreatlakes@hotmail.com
www.barnagreatlakes.com

Authorized Independent Distributor
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Sharron Bilbrey        Wayne Brady 
                sharron@honestabe.com                  wayne@honestabe.com

800-886-4864    www.honestabe.com

Sales Model – Crossville, Tenn

Inez Price               Ethan Birdwell 
inez@honestabe.com             ethan@honestabe.com 

   800-231-3695 

www.honestabe.com

National Headquarters, Moss, Tenn.

Sales Model and Manufacturing Plant

Dan Smith               David Mathis 

dan@honestabe.com         davidm@honestabe.com

800-467-5647 

www.honestabe.com 

Sales Model – Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Virginia

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

David Everitt, Dealer Manager 
434-589-7951  david@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

West Virginia

Wisconsin

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

Ohio

Oklahoma

JOHN HARPER, REGIONAL MANAGER
Serving Oklahoma

(479) 243-3275 - jharper@realloghomes.com

www.RealLogHomes.com

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Authorized Sales 
Representative

Todd Fisher
Red Lion, PA

717-244-7048 (Offi  ce)
717-676-7881 (Cell)
tfcloghomes@comcast.net
www.toddfi sherconstruction.com

Tennessee

Greg Watson              Melissa Watson 

800-280-3651    Cookeville@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

Sales Model – Cookeville, Tenn.

Karen & Gary Tenfel

262-534-6280
cccloghomes.com

Designing and 
building exceptional

log homes since 1985.

Canada

Ontario

www.truenorthloghomes.com
1-800-661-1628

follow us on

loghome.com/pinterest
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Log Home Maintenance

Restoration

OF

Joe Pine Builders Inc
ZĞƐƚŽƌĂƟ�ŽŶ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ

540-895-5585
^ĞƌǀŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟ�ŽŶ�
needs in VA WV NC MD & PA

www.joepinebuilders.com
�Ăůů�Žƌ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƚŽĚĂǇ�

Lighting

Big Rock Lanterns carries one of the largest, 
most distinctive collections of “Vintage Style”  
oil and electric lanterns and lamps anywhere!

Call Us: 770-866-5857 
Toll-Free US & Canada: 800-405-5190

www.BigRockLanterns.com

Enjoy the Warmth of 
“Vintage Style” Lighting 

With or Without Oil — 
Inside or Out!

Decor Accessories

Doors & Cabinets

Flooring

Several styles: Old World • Rustic • Wire Brushed • 

Tavern • Basic Wide plank

Ainsworth Zeagler • 912-682-0002

info@zeaglerfhf.com • www.zeaglerfhf.com

Prefi nished wide plank fl ooring at 

amazing prices. Boards up to 16” 

wide. No middlemen, from hand-

picked log to prefi nished product.

Log Home Furniture

Stimulating &

      Lɜ���ɕ�
                 to satisfy     your senses.

More than
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Sealing Materials

;OL�5L_[�.LULYH[PVU
6M�,_JLW[PVUHS
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5H[\YL»Z
™

0UZLJ[PJPKL�*VUJLU[YH[L�MVY�*VU[YVS�
(NHPUZ[�*HYWLU[LY�)LLZ�HUK�V[OLY�
>VVK�KLZ[YV`PUN�0UZLJ[Z

�

��:\WLYPVY�7LUL[YH[PUN�
� >H[LY�9LWLSSHU[�;YLH[TLU[
��0KLHSS`�:\P[LK�MVY�7YLZZ\YL�
� ;YLH[LK�3VNZ��+LJRZ��+VJRZ
� HUK�7PSPUNZ

�����@LHYZ�VM�7YV]LU�7LYMVYTHUJL
��<=�HUK�;LYTP[L�7YV[LJ[PVU

��5L �̂�3VUNLY�3HZ[PUN�7YLZLY]H[P]L
� ^P[O�;̂ V�:`ULYNPZ[PJ�)PVJPKLZ
��0TWYV]LK�=P]PK�*VSVYZ

>66+N\HYK��PZ�H�YLNPZ[LYLK�[YHKLTHYR�VM�0)*�4HU\MHJ[\YPUN�*VTWHU �̀
),,�.VUL��PZ�H�YLNPZ[LYLK�[YHKLTHYR�VM�0:2�(TLYPJHZ�0UJVYWVYH[LK�

����������������^^ �̂PZRIPVJPKLZ�JVT

Stairways & Railings

UÊ+Õ>��ÌÞÊ*�ÃÌÊ
>«Ã
UÊ���Ê-�âiÃÊ�Ê�>`iÊÌ�ÊwÊÌ
UÊ�>	ÞÊ-ÌÞ�iÃ

Much More at:
www.nortekcopperworks.com

Phone: 715-324-5748

Log Home Manufacturers

Windows

•  Since 1998

• Raises & Lowers

•  Motorized or Manual

•  (303) 536-5767 ₔ CBLBlinds.com

blindcorners&curves Inc.

Fully 

Operable 

Blinds for

Arched
& 

Angled
Windows.
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Free 
Information 

Guide
Visit LogHome.com/info for FREE information on log homes and products provided by the companies in bold below.

COMPANY PAGE COMPANY PAGE  COMPANY PAGE 

A+ Modular Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  79

Appalachian Log Structures . . . . . . . . .  51, 74

Arborwall Solid Cedar Homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inside Back Cover

Better Than Logs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Boone Custom Forest Products. . . . . . . . . 80

ClearCreek Siding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

Coventry Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44, 74

CTA Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74

Eagle Panel Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

Gastineau Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74

Golden Eagle Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7, 75

Hochstetler Milling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51, 75

Holmes King Kallquist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Honest Abe Log Homes Inc. . . . . . . . . . 11, 45

International Homes of Cedar, Inc. . . . .17, 52

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber Frame Shows 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52

Katahdin Cedar Log Homes. . . . . . . . . . . 3, 75

Koski Log Homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

Log Home Outlet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

The Log & Timber Home Show . . . . . . . . . . . .23

The Log & Timber University. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70

MossCreek. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

MTN Design. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Nicolet Studio & Gallery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

The Original Log Cabin Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Back Cover

PrecisionCraft Log & Timber . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

Real American Dream Homes. . . . . . . . . . . .18

Research Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Rocky Mountain Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . .75

Sashco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Satterwhite Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1, 76

Scandinavian Log & Timber Works . . . . . . .53

Schroeder Log Home Supply. . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Sierra Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Sikkens ProLuxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Southland Log Homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76, Inside Front Cover

Specialty Woodworks Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

StoneMill Log Homes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Tamarack Grove Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Timber Block. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes. . . 50, 77

Tulikivi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Vintage Doors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

WB Fowler Industries Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79

Whisper Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Wisconsin Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Woodhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Yellowstone Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES

NEW OLD HOUSE

EARLY HOMES

DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK

PERIOD HOMES

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM

CABIN LIVING

LOG HOME LIVING

TIMBER HOME LIVING

DREAM HOME SHOWCASE

LOG & TIMBER HOME PLANNER

CUSTOM WOOD HOME STYLE GUIDE

LOGHOME.COM

ADVERTISING 
INQUIRIES

ADVERTISING SALES DIRECTOR 
Heather Glynn Gniazdowski 

(703) 731-9659 
hgniazdowski@aimmedia.com

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 

Elaine Hope Nosaka 
(703) 447-9555 

enosaka@aimmedia.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS MANAGER 
Mari Campbell 
(224) 432-5957 

mcampbell@aimmedia.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

Chess Barbatelli
414-881-5383 

cbarbatelli@aimmedia.com

Pam Stine 
(540) 686-7015 

pstine@aimmedia.com

Rich Wilkinson
(931) 607-4767 

rwilkinson@aimmedia.com

HOME SHOW EXHIBIT SALES 

Eric Johnson 
(518) 618-1195 

ejohnson@aimmedia.com

Samantha Watters 
(863) 801-3475 

swatters@aimmedia.com
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Ken Tenedini via email

 

  

showus@loghomeliving.com 

Tag your photos with
#loghomeliving

Join the community at
loghomeu.com

Log Home 
Neighborhood

r c
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SHOW US YOUR

Sandra Melcher via Log Home Neighborhood

Bill & Donna Sites via Log Home Neighborhood
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Alvin via email



A surprising look that fits into virtually any neighborhood. 

And the unmatched strength of traditional log homes with  

the superior energy efficiency of cedar.  Arborwall  homes  

are sustainable, solid and can be designed to suit the way  

you want to live. This is log home living for a new generation.

contact us, let’s start building.

800.261.7254  |  ARBORWALL.COM  |  OAKFIELD, MAINE

LOG HOMES:  NOW AVAILABLE 

FOR THE SUBURBS




