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Little Cypress is a perfect starter home. 
Affordably priced, its open floor plan is a great 
layout for a ranch house or lake cabin. It fea-
tures a family room, dining area and kitchen 
that run the length of the home, providing an 
economical use of space. The two bedrooms 
share a full bath including double vanities. 
Front and rear covered porches add extra out-
door living space. Large windows across the 
front of the house offer wonderful views. 

Customizing to meet your needs.

If the Little Cypress doesn’t meet your needs, 
remember, we offer over 70 job-tested floor 
plans that can be customized to fit your 
lifestyle. Each is designed with simplified 
construction techniques for efficient use of 
materials. They range from 392 to 5,129 sq. ft. 
and can be easily modified by our full- time 
design staff. 

Satterwhite’s 43 years of custom log home 
construction experience is your assurance of 
unsurpassed quality in building and design.

Time tested reliability.

We only use naturally cured logs at Satterwhite. 
This means excessive shrinking will not compro-
mise your home, thus ensuring reliability. This 
material advantage is also backed by a guarantee 
of sound construction techniques, enduring de-
sign and simple attention to detail in every home 
we craft.  It’s been that way since 1974.

Starting at $56,047 for labor and material
L I T T L E  C Y P R E S S
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24 A Day in the Life at  
Lone Mountain Ranch
A pro photographer/avid adventurer heads to Big Sky 
Country to carve out her own piece of history at this 
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  A Connecticut couple shifts gears into a mid-life career 
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Northern White Cedar is at the heart of everything at Katahdin Cedar Log Homes. We know 
cedar: scientifically proven to have superior resistance to aging, insects, rot, cracking, shrinkage, 
heat and cold when compared to pine. We know where to find it in sustainable forests, how to use 
every bit of the tree and save the very finest for our beautiful log homes.  We make more cedar 
log homes than anyone in the US, and the most cedar fence anywhere. That makes Katahdin the 
largest primary processor of Northern White Cedar in the world.  So what does that mean to you?

Cedar for the price of pine.
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T
he word “cabin” conjures up 

a different image for every-

one. For many, it immediately 

brings to mind a tiny retreat 

nestled in a forest. For others, it’s a sizeable 

lodge perched high on the slopes of a ski resort 

or along the shores of a great lake.  

 Growing up, my family had “Camp 

Goldie,” a three-room riverside cottage 

just outside the tiny hamlet of Emlenton, 

Pennsylvania — a place I haven’t laid eyes 

on in nearly three decades but can picture 

vividly in my mind’s eye. It was our spot 

for large family reunions and spontaneous 

getaways with friends. We fished, hiked, told 

stories around the fire pit and encouraged 

my Uncle Bill to bang out tunes and church 

hymns on an upright piano that was painted 

bright hunter orange (seriously). A cabin is as 

much about the memories you make there 

as it is the structure itself. 

But in our world, say the word “cabin” 

and you immediately think of logs. Big or 

small, round or square — nothing can com-

pare to a log cabin, and this issue of Log 

Home Living definitely has a raging case 

of cabin fever. 

In our cover story, photographer and 

contributor Heidi Long lets us ride shotgun 

on her trip to Lone Mountain Ranch — a 

historic cabin compound in Montana’s Big 

Sky Country. From playing horseshoes to 

listening to Johnny Cash belt a soulful song 

from her cabin’s LP record player, she truly 

transports us back to simpler times.  

But that’s just the beginning. Not only 

are there two more privately owned (and 

very diverse) log cabins for you to tour, our 

story “Get the Perfect Getaway” (p. 62)

gives you sound tips for designing a cabin to 

suit your terrain, the number of occupants  

and the frequency and length of your stays. 

And last but certainly not least, I sat 

down with Drew and Jonathan Scott — the 

beloved Property Brothers — to get their 

take on tiny homes versus small cabins. 

The duo shares their views in their trade-

mark fun-loving style in “Small Talk with 

HGTV’s Property Brothers” (p. 18). 

 No matter what the cabin concept 

means to you, this issue has something for 

everyone. So sit back, relax and take it all 

in. You’re on cabin time. 

DONNA PEAK
Editor-in-Chief

Editor’s note

Cabin 
Power 

   LHL WEEKLY
Our free weekly newsletter 

points you to helpful planning, 

design and maintenance articles 

that will save you time and 

money. Plus, you’ll get first dibs 

on special deals from our 

partners. Subscribe now at

loghome.com/newsletters

TAKE IT WITH YOU
Find all of our digital editions at

loghome.com/digital

NOW ON THE iPHONE!

loghome.com

li
resources

CONNECT WITH US
Chat with our editors and share 

ideas, successes and photos with 

other log home enthusiasts. It’s 

the best place to get questions 

answered — and you might even 

see your story in the magazine!

loghome.com/
facebook

loghome.com/
twitter

loghome.com/
pinterest

loghome.com/
instagram

loghomeu.com
(an online community
for log home enthusiasts)

dpeak@aimmedia.com
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Favorite spaces r ir l c  & i c

Fire Away! 
Sometimes the best way to keep the home fires burning is to take them 

outside, and this gallery of outdoor fireside fun smolders with good looks. 
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Favorite spaces r ir l c  & i c

Timber King: The setting of this log-and-timber pavilion, complete with cozy wood-burning hearth, feels like a park. 
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Capture the

Real people. Real stories.

omentM Home of Gary & Robin, CA
Stained with Capture® Chestnut/Hazelnut

& Cascade® Clear Coat

Photo: ©2011 Brett Christenson/Photographer

Gary &�H�Ǿ��ѻɕ�Lɜ�ɑ�
The best years of my life have been with friends and family in the mountains of Southern 

California. A world away in just a couple hours. Leaving behind the hustle and bustle 

of the city, you’re among the trees, animals, blue sky, and fresh air. I got this love of the 

outdoors from my dad. He had an old cabin right by Lake Arrowhead on the edge of the 

National Forest.... 

(Their home shown above)

800-767-5656 • www.sashco.com

For the rest of Gary &�H�Ǿ��Ѽɕ�Lɜ�ɑ� 
Or to find a Dealer or get FREE samples

Scan here or go to http://bit.ly/capture-the-moment -VSSV^�:HZOJVPUJ�VU!

Your log home will be the backdrop for so many moments in the years to come, 

so choose a staining system that’s up to the task. Capture® log stain and Cascade®

clear coat combine unmatched durability and easy maintenance for years of 

memory-worthy beauty.

Will your log home look 
this great in 10 years?



  

Favorite spaces r ir l c  & i c

Get Grilled (above): 

Put your external blazes 

to work by incorporating 

an outdoor kitchen on 

a stone-paver patio. 

Multiple seating areas 

create a variety of al 

fresco dining options.

Open Fire (left): With 

both lake and mountain 

views, this fire pit is 

simply begging for 

marshmallow toasting 

and ghost stories around 

its warm embrace. L
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Branching out

If you’re a log home devotee, you love trees 

so much you’ve chosen to surround yourself 

with them. But if you think that the log home 

industry is depleting one of our nation’s great-

est natural treasures, think again. Log home 

manufacturers are committed to the health of 

our forests and contribute to their wellbeing in 

a variety of ways, such as planting seven sap-

lings for every mature tree they fell (like Pioneer 

Log Homes of British Columbia); harvesting 

standing-dead timbers (like Satterwhite Log 

Homes), which, if left in place, fuel forest fires; 

and even forming foundations to raise funds 

for conservation (like Jim Barna Log & Timber 

Homes). Other companies, such as Katahdin 

Cedar Log Homes, ensure they use every bit of 

each tree they harvest, turning leftover wood 

into fencing and scraps into mulch or biofuels. 

As impactful as the industry’s efforts are, 

it’s important for all of us to do our part, too. 

You can start by earmarking and protecting 

mature or endangered trees on your building 

site, planting new trees on your property and, 

on a more global scale, work with organizations 

like the Arbor Day Foundation to protect our 

national forests. For more information on how 

to do that, visit arborday.org/takeaction.  

v

W
ho among us doesn’t love trees? When 

J. Sterling Morton founded Arbor Day 

back in 1872, his idea was simple — set 

aside a special day for tree planting. 

This year, that date is April 28: National Arbor Day. 
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   ith Hochstetler you don’t 
have to choose between 
quality and price - 
you get both.

W

We’ve been in business since 1986, guided 

by a single commitment - to provide the 

finest quality log homes for a fair and 

honest price. We call it value, our custom-

ers call it more bang for their buck.

     

     Quality begins with the careful select-

ion of suitable trees and continues with 

the meticulous grading and drying process. 

Using our state-of-the-art Yates planer and 

SII dry kilns our craftsmen produce the 

highest quality timbers in the industry. 

It’s your assurance of precision-milled, 

strong, stable logs and the resultant piece 

of mind. 

     Although quality is most evident in the 

logs and timbers we select it is stressed in 

every aspect of our operation. For instance, 

we have experienced designers that will 

meet with you and transform your ideas 

into a well-planned, energy-efficient home. 

After all, it is your dream home so 

shouldn’t it reflect your lifestyle.

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd.

552 Hwy. 95

Loudonville, OH 44842

800.368.1015

Quality Processing

Quality Design
Quality Materials
     We offer an outstanding variety of  

log options in species, profiles and sizes. 

The #1 dense Douglas Fir timbers used 

in our post-and-beam loft and roof 

systems are standard. Our complete 

weather-tight packages include quality 

components from companies like 

Andersen and Therma-Tru. There’s no 

need to shop around when you can 

“one-stop” shop at Hochstetler. 

     For more information or to receive 

our portfolio of 45 floor plans for $10., 

along with a planning guide, please call 

or write us. Feel free to visit our website: 

www.hochstetlerloghomes.com or 

personally visit our two models and see 

the quality for yourself.
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Pick Your Lock
What’s the coolest new way to keep your log home secure? 

The Kwikset Kevo Lock. This Bluetooth-enabled deadbolt 

turns your smartphone into an electronic key, eliminating 

the need to fumble around for the metal variety. With the 

touch of a finger and your smartphone in your purse or 

pocket, you can lock or unlock the door. The app gives 

you the ability to provide special access for contractors 

or property managers or give an e-key to renters for a 

specified period of time. When that time expires, the 

e-key will no longer work. Plus, you can monitor when 

the door has been unlocked and by whom, which could be 

invaluable in the case of theft. 

Price: $230

For more info: kwikset.com/kevo

Classic Read
Log Cabins Past & Present

By Tommi Jamison and Tina Skinner

Shelter is a necessity of life, and in their 
comprehensive book, authors Tommi 
Jamison (a former log home industry pro) 
and Tina Skinner take us on a picturesque 
journey of the myriad ways log homes have 
left their legacy on housing in the United 
States. From the earliest rudimentary 
settlers’ cabins to the gorgeous techno-
logically advanced log homes of today, 
each page showcases log home living in 
the traditional square-log-with-chinking 
style. You’re sure to find inspiration through 
the hundreds of glorious color photos and 
detailed, room-by-room descriptions that 
Tommi and Tina provide.

Available at amazon.com
Publisher: Schiffer Publishing, 2008
[$34.95 hardback, 160 pages]

Gone to the Dogs 
Research shows that people who love log homes also have a 

soft spot for our four-legged friends. April 30 is National Adopt 

a Shelter Pet day. Thousands of dogs and cats are just waiting 

for you share your log home with them. Visit your local shelter 

and adopt a fur-baby of your own. fo
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A
t the 2017 International 

Builders’ Show (IBS), I had 

a chance to sit down with 

two of HGTV’s most popu-

lar and trusted real estate/renovation pros, 

Jonathan and Drew Scott (aka, the Property 

Brothers), and I had one burning question on 

my mind: What do they think of the “tiny 

house” movement?

“Being human giants, almost every house 

feels tiny to us,” jokes Jonathan (he and his 

brother tower at 6'5"). “To see how tiny living 

feels, Drew and I filmed a digital piece called 

‘Tiny House Arrest’ where we spent 24 hours 

in a tiny house with my two dogs, and we 

learned it’s really not realistic. It’s a fun craze 

that’s a novelty right now, but tiny houses are 

illegal in most jurisdictions because they don’t 

meet the minimum code.”

“If there were more tiny houses that did 

meet code, especially with cities getting to be 

more and more expensive, that would be great,” 

adds Drew. “But there are smaller homes that 

are becoming more functional. For example, a 

space where you have living, kitchen and din-

ing all off one space, that makes sense — but 

it’s the lack of code compliance in tiny houses 

that bug me.”

However, the brothers point out that there 

are lessons to be learned from these bite-sized 

abodes. “Taking the positives from what you 

see in tiny homes, like multipurpose spaces and 

multifunctional furniture pieces — that’s the 

stuff I do like,” says Jonathan. 

“I’ve lived in condos that are less than 500 

square feet that have worked,” Drew admits, 

“but laying out the space to maximize its 

use is the key. We took a project that was a 

690-square-foot, poorly designed house and 

reconfigured it so that the rooms were flexible 

and it felt very spacious.” Drew’s advice: The 

smaller you go, the more important it is to work 

with a design professional to squeeze out every 

bit of functionality from your square footage. 

In one of the brothers’ spin-off series, 

Small Talk with HGTV’s 
Property Brothers

by Donna Peak
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That’s me and LHL’s 

National Accounts 

Manager Mari 

Campbell with Drew 

(left) and Jonathan 

Scott at IBS.  
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“Property Brothers: Home on the Ranch,” the 

duo took a 500-square-foot, rundown log cabin 

with choppy rooms and a poor floor plan and 

transformed it into a practical, even elegant, 

one-bedroom, one-bath home. “The project 

was for a ranch hand working the property, 

and now — 2 years later — all the ranch hands 

argue over who gets to stay in it, they all like it 

so much,” Drew says with a laugh. 

“That cabin had history, too,” interjects 

Jonathan. “It was built on indigenous lands but 

had fallen apart because it wasn’t being used or 

maintained. It was going to be destroyed, but 

some family friends purchased it from the First 

Nations folks and brought it to their property 

where it sat for about 30 more years. It was 

falling apart again, so this renovation was us 

rebuilding it yet again.” 

“We grew up on a ranch and were around 

log cabins all the time, so we have a great appre-

ciation and respect for this type of architecture. 

It was great to take that house, revitalize it and 

make it functional.” Drew adds. 

If there’s one piece of wisdom the Scott 

brothers would share it’s that small does not 

equal dull. “The thing I love about log homes 

is that you don’t have to eliminate all of the 

character, whether it’s in the structure itself or 

certain features, when you go small. It’s the 

way you utilize and combine the space with 

new design elements so the house is more func-

tional,” shares Drew. “Anyone who feels that 

a log cabin is ‘a place that’s great for a couple 

of days but I wouldn’t want to live in it’ hasn’t 

been in a log house that’s incorporated modern 

functionality. With smart design, a small log 

cabin can be a fantastic full-time home.”  

BALCONY PANELS BY

 J. DUB’S
www.jdubs.com  800-622-9015
See our testimonial page. Made in the U.S.A.

Leading the way with innovative products since 1980. 
Hundreds of images and thousands of happy customers.
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Sweat Equity
Sean and Amanda catch a glimpse of the finish 

line and decide it’s time to invest some of their 

own labor and talents to the construction of 

their New Jersey log home. 
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by Sean Murphy

LEFT: To stay in budget, Sean and Amanda 

tackled projects they could do themselves.

RIGHT: The 53-inch-tall antler chandelier is 

their home’s crown jewel.

I
t’s finally here. That light at the 

end of that proverbial tunnel that 

we thought might never come. It’s 

the light that signals the project is 

on the downslope, and we can start utter-

ing the words “we’re almost there.” While it 

always proves to be a bit farther away than 

it appears, that light on the horizon brings 

hope and comfort to weary travelers. Our 

journey has been no different.

As Amanda and I transition from the 

“starting” into the “finishing” stage, we took 

some time to take stock of where we are with 

our finances and began to make some of the 

tougher decisions between “must haves” and 

“we don’t really need that.”  It’s amazing how 

the financial well that seemed so deep at the 

beginning can begin to feel pretty shallow 

as you get closer to the end of the project. 

We decided that in order to keep some funds 

in reserves for the unforeseen, we’d roll up 

our sleeves and put in a little sweat equity 

of our own.

As the drywall install came to a finish and 

the electrician came back in to start hooking up 

lights and switches, we took on the painting. 

Why the painting?  Go get a quote for paint-

ing three floors of a 4,700-square-foot home. 

I totally respect (even more now) what painters 

do, but if you have the time and patience, it’s 

a nice opportunity to put some money back 

into your budget.

Before you take the plunge, however, make 

sure you are on the same page with your general 

contractor (G.C.) in regards to your schedule. 

While it helped that mine was the one who sug-

gested painting as a way to save money, Amanda 

and I understood that we were now cogs in the 

wheel, and we didn’t want to hold up progress. 

In a nutshell, make sure you actually have or 

can make the time for the task, or you risk 

becoming an impediment to your own project.

For Amanda and me, this meant spending 

every weekend for nearly three solid months at 

the house painting — with three kids in tow!  

The fun of actually being in the house and 

feeling the satisfaction of doing some work 

ourselves is what kept us going.  It made it feel 

more like it was “ours.”  We also had some fun 

with the kids, letting them do the priming in 

the less conspicuous areas, like their bedroom 

closets. We wanted to make sure they also felt 

like it was their home and get them excited 

about moving into their own rooms. The fam-

ily that paints together, stays together!  (Trust 

me, there’s a lot of truth to that statement.) 

Since we were working in concert with our 

G.C. who was also working on the install of 

the tongue-and-groove ceiling, we were able to 

take advantage of the ladders and scaffolding he 

had in place. That made reaching the 25-foot-

Join us as we continue to follow 

the Murphys, a young family who 

dreamed of owning a log home and 

are making that dream come true. 

Each issue we’ll check out their 

progress, learn from their missteps 

and cheer on their successes. In the 

end, we’ll see how they went from 

raw land to their own slice of log 

home paradise. See how far they’ve 

come at loghome.com/step-by-

step-murphys
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Sean’s Smart Tip
When selecting an antler 
chandelier, size matters. 
It’s nearly impossible to go 
too big, but if it’s too small 
you’ll definitely notice. 
The volume of open space 
inherent in most log home 
designs can swallow up 
fixtures that would appear 
massive in any typical set-
ting. We chose the larg-
est available version of 
the antler design that we 
liked, but I bet we could’ve 
easily gone larger and it 
would have looked just 
fine in the space.  Also, 
for a purist, nothing beats 
authenticity, but don’t 
scoff at going faux. Simu-
lated antler chandeliers 
are lighter, look great and 
cost a fraction of the real 
thing.

high areas in the foyer and great room much 

more manageable. The regularity of being on 

site also kept us both close to the pulse of the 

project and made on-the-spot decision making 

for other punch list items easier. 

As the painting came to a close, so did 

daylight savings time, so our electrician was 

busy wrapping up “core” lighting areas like the 

great room and kitchen. Again, taking advan-

tage of the scaffolding, they were able to make 

the connections for the crown jewel of our log 

home, a 53-inch-tall antler chandelier from 

CDN Antler Company. It was our reward for 

the long days, sore necks and aching shoulders 

from all that painting. The chandelier is truly 

a work of art that’s perfectly at home in its 

foyer perch, visible from the great room, en-

tryway and second-floor bridge. It’s large but 

appropriately sized for the scale of our home, 

and it’s the centerpiece Amanda and I always 

envisioned it would be. We couldn’t be happier. 

So perhaps, for us, that light … the one at 

the end of the tunnel we thought would never 

come … is, and always was, that magnificent 

antler chandelier. One flip of that switch and 

we’re reminded that the dream is real and the 

finish line is there. Perhaps it’s still a little dis-

tant, but it’s no mirage; and thanks to a little 

sweat equity, we’ll reach it soon enough.  

ONLINE  
RESOURCE 
For a fail-safe  

chandelier-sizing formula visit:  

loghome.com/antler-chandeliers
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by Dan Mitchell

H
ouses come in all shapes, 

sizes and styles. But the 

one thing every home has 

is common is its owner’s 

desire to feel safe and sound. The key to a 

secure home is to be sure you have a proper 

foundation. Here’s how.

First things first, identify your soils and 

your terrain. These factors will impact the 

type of foundation you need. There are many 

foundation options in the marketplace, from 

pour-in-place solid concrete to masonry con-

crete blocks to pre-cast concrete to insulating 

concrete forms (ICFs). Each are available in a 

variety of widths to support the lateral load of 

your home. Your builder should guide you as 

to what type is appropriate for your project. 

Then identify the log style and weight load 

that will be sitting on that foundation. This will 

determine the size of the footers (in-ground 

supports beneath your foundation) you need, 

and impact the size and thickness of the foun-

dation’s walls.

Next, you install the subfloor, which is usu-

ally made of two layers of moisture-resistant ply-

wood. The subfloor sits atop of the foundation 

and then the logs sit on the subfloor, which is 

why laying a foundation with the proper width 

and strength to support both the subfloor and 

the log package is such an important starting 

point. Needless to say, the accuracy of the foun-

dation and its relationship to the log structure 

needs to be extremely accurate. 

For example you wouldn’t want your foun-

dation to be smaller than your log profile, even 

by a couple of inches. If there is a miscalculation 

and your foundation is too small, your subfloor 

may hang over the foundation wall. Then, when 

you stack the logs on top of the subfloor and the 

weight of the wood is being transferred directly 

through that subfloor, you’ll have an uneven 

proportion of the weight resting on an area 

that’s unsupported, which could lead to your 

logs shifting or, worse, your subfloor breaking. 

It’s ok to have a minimal (1/2 to 3/4 inch) 

overhang of your log profile, especially if you 

plan to encase your foundation in decorative 

stone which will come up beneath the overhang 

and provide additional support. (You need to 

have a layer of flashing between the stone and 

the log to provide a moisture barrier between 

the rock and the wood.) 

Just like you don’t want logs to hang over 

the foundation, you don’t want them to be re-

cessed from the edge of the foundation, either. 

A flat ledge of a few inches or more will allow 

rain and snow to collect and rest against the 

bottom course of your log wall. 

Now, if you are using round or D-shaped 

logs, depending on the profile depth you could 

allow a half-inch reveal on a D-shaped profile 

to a 1-1/2-inch reveal with a round log. In this 

case, it’s ok for that portion of the log wall to 

hang over the foundation because the flat cut 

on the base of the log will be what sits on top 

of the subfloor and bears the log load. 

Some manufacturers, depending on their 

fastening system, require that the subfloor be 

bolted into the foundation. This is a good idea, 

especially if you are in an area prone to extreme 

high winds or seismic activity. You want your 

foundation to be physically attached to the sub-

floor structure and, from there, attach the logs 

through the subfloor and into the foundation 

itself.  In addition, foundations typically employ 

the use of anchor bolts spaced according to the 

Laying the 
Groundwork 
for Success
Every strong and beautiful log home starts 

with a solid foundation.

22
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local code requirements. These anchor bolts 

hold down what’s known as the “green plate,” 

which allows the builder to make adjustments 

to ensure the foundation is level. 

In any home, it’s important to ensure that 

your foundation and subfloor are as level as 

possible, but in a log home, its absolutely es-

sential. If it’s not level, not only could it harm 

the long term structural integrity of your log 

walls, it could also cause the home to look like 

it’s leaning, due to the horizontal lines that are 

created by the logs themselves. And unlike a 

brick or sided home, there’s nowhere to for a 

builder to hide variations in level. 

Your builder or general contractor should 

be checking for level throughout the founda-

tion installation process, no matter what type 

of system you use. But in the case of a poured-

concrete or ICF foundation, your contractor 

should ensure that the forms are level before 

the concrete is actually poured into pace. It’s 

much easier to make adjustments to the form 

than to try to shim it once the concrete is cured. 

Keep in mind that getting a long span of 

material to be absolutely level is a challenging 

task. A variance of about a half inch from end 

to end is acceptable, but you don’t want to get 

more than 1 inch from one wall to another, as 

it will create problems when it comes time to 

trim out the inside or seeing that sloping line 

on the outside. A good builder will keep those 

variances within that half-inch range and then 

come back and re-level your subfloor with shims. 

It’s easier to make corrections at this point than 

after the logs have been stacked on top of it. 

With everything secure and level, then you can 

erect the log walls. 

So how do the logs, themselves, attach to 

the subfloor? There are several fastening meth-

ods and manufacturers available. Often, metal 

straps are used. These straps are poured into 

the foundation and then they reach up and 

wrap around your joist or your floor trusses. 

From there you bolt (e.g., a thru-bolt) and/or 

lag-in the truss members to the foundation. For 

instance, on your foundation wall, your green 

plate would be bolted down with anchor bolts, 

then the straps would come up and reach over 

the top to grab hold of the floor trusses. The 

floor truss is then anchored, and, from there, 

the logs stack on top of that and are bolted into 

the truss member — not the plywood — that’s 

secured to the foundation. Is it a little tougher 

to do that? Yes. Does it take some time to iden-

tify those key joinery points? Of course. But 

combined with the right size and type of foun-

dation and proper footers, these are the keys 

to constructing a solid, secure log home.  

Dan Mitchell owns Eagle CDI in Tennessee and 

has built close to 100 log homes in his 30-year 

career. He was the Knoxville Home Builders 

Association 2015 Builder of the Year.

custom
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A Day in the 
Life at Lone 
Mountain 

Ranch



  

A pro photographer/avid adventurer heads to Big Sky 

Country to carve out her own piece of history at this 

100-year-old log ranch-turned-resort.

story and photography by Heidi Long

Chipmunk and neighboring Porcupine sit at the 

edge of the woods along North Fork Creek

INSET: Guests can hone their skills at horseshoes, 

a game that requires very little technology but 

demands a steady hand and a bruise-able ego.
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TOP LEFT: New tile and lighting 

offset the original log walls of 

Porcupine cabin.

LEFT: Once an ice house, Porcupine 

is now warm and inviting. The 

rugged-looking furnishings are as 

comfortable as they are durable.

Nestled among the lodgepole 

pines, Porcupine cabin’s stacked 

log walls echo its surroundings. 

From the deck, guests can enjoy 

a little shaded privacy while 

listening to the creek.

“Chipmunk,” as my cabin is called, was 

one of the original structures built on this 

100-year-old ranch. I’m the first guest to stay 

in this cabin since its recent restoration, but as 

I settle in, I wonder how many others before 

me have fallen to sleep inside these chinked log 

walls, listening to the rushing creek outside. 

It all started in 1915 when Clarence 

Lytle homesteaded this property in Big Sky, 

Montana, as a working cattle and horse ranch. 

His brother and a friend built many of the 

original structures, corrals and fences. Twelve 

L
eaving the “no vehicles beyond this point” sign be-

hind, my friend and assistant, Tia, and I amble past 

a horse corral, across a meadow and over North Fork 

Creek to arrive at Lone Mountain Ranch — our des-

tination and my latest photographic assignment. Our log cabins 

are at the edge of the woods, wedged into a 90-degree bend in the 

creek and adjoined by a deck at the same angle. Lodgepole pines 

frame our views. The environment feels like a warm embrace. 
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BOTTOM RIGHT: Chipmunk, once 

the cook’s cabin, now serves up 

comfort and charm, combining old 

logs and new accents.

RIGHT: Inside Chipmunk cabin, a 

wood stove knocks off the evening 

chill, and the daybed looks out over 

the creek. 

years later, a paper mill tycoon from Chicago 

bought the place for $50 an acre and sank an 

additional $110,000 into improvements and 

new cabins. Native lodgepole harvested from 

the upper part of the property were wrapped in 

burlap, dragged down the mountain by teams 

of draft horses and then triple washed, notched 

and stacked on site. Each guest cabin featured 

linens that matched the wildflowers blossoming 

on their respective sod roofs. 

After operating as a guest and dude ranch 

from the late 1920s to the mid 40s, Lone 

Mountain Ranch experienced its next meta-

morphosis when Earl and Louise Risser, along 

with Henrietta Joyce, purchased the ranch to 

use as a boys’ camp, hoping to instill values 

in young men with the help of an enterprising 

minister. They offered horseback riding, swim-

ming, fishing, gold panning, target practice 

and backpacking trips to nearby Yellowstone 

Park. In other words, it was utopia for youth. 



However, the boys were a bit exuberant, which 

didn’t translate well for cabin maintenance. 

As a result, the Rissers reverted back to dude 

ranching and eventually looked to sell.

In the 1950s, a Minnesota man bought the 

ranch as a base for his logging operation, har-

vesting more of the coveted lodgepole pines and 

shipping them via railroad back to his home 

state. At this point, the log buildings embarked 

on yet another transformation, as two of the 

cabins, “B-K” and “Hilltop,” were converted to 

schoolhouses. More than 70 children attended 

classes while their families lived on and worked 

the property. 

In 1955 Lone Mountain Ranch expanded 

to 11,000 acres and again reverted to a work-

ing dude ranch, billed as “a vacation for all 

the family.” 

The ranch changed hands a few more times 

until the Schaap family from West Yellowstone 

bought it in 1977 for use as a cross-country ski 

and year-round resort. The Schaaps proved to 

be the property’s longest-running landlords, 

operating Lone Mountain Ranch for more than 

30 years until Makar Properties purchased it 

in 2013. 

With so much history etched into every 

log cabin, fence post and outbuilding, the 

new owner sought to preserve the ranch and 

“express the qualities of the region in every 

way.” He, along with his general manager, 

Paul Robertson, assembled a team of ranch 

staff, a local contractor and the interior de-

sign firm, River and Lime, to implement a 

three-phase plan of structural and aesthetic 

restoration. All in, the refurbishment would 

affect 24 cabins of various ages, sizes and floor 

plans, two rental log homes, the restaurant, 

saloon, outdoor gear shop, bar and the once 

converted log schoolhouse. “The undertaking 

emphasizes Makar Properties’ commitment 

to be a steward of this property and their 

desire to make it available to the public for 

perpetuity,” says Paul. 

With summer f ly-fishing trips on the 

world-renowned Madison and Gallatin Rivers, 

trail rides and rafting excursions, as well as 

sleigh rides, ice fishing and cross country ski-

ing, guests arrive to enjoy the same activities 

Tia relaxes at the bar where 

bartender Jesse serves up a smile, 

a toddy and a basket of addictive 

house-made potato chips.

LEFT: Follow the sign to 

the saloon, which is a short 

walk from the Ranch’s 

entry. Both guests and 

the general public are 

welcome.
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that drew travelers a century ago, only now 

they’re a bit more comfortable when doing so.

My cabin, Chipmunk, was the original 

“cook’s cabin” with the icehouse as the adjoin-

ing cabin, now called Porcupine. A custom 

end table/disguised mini-frig serves as my per-

sonal icehouse today. The cabins offer rustic 

elegance with luxuriant bedding and linens, 

contemporary bathrooms and just the right 

amount of modern conveniences alongside the 

heritage logs. 

There’s only one way to get logs to look like 

this and that’s to let them sit there for nearly a 

century aging like fine Bordeaux. Just as each 

log is unique in its size, shape and character, 

each cabin differs in furnishings and decor 

style. Stone hearths provide warmth and fo-

cal design in some cabins while woodstoves 

accent others. The “Ouzel” cabin features a 

four-poster, bark-clad log bed and a reclaimed-

wood sliding barn door to the bathroom where 

there’s a claw-foot tub. A contemporary con-

crete sink contrasts the live-edge wood slab 

counter. These are the nuances of the renova-

tion: Preserving character while adding new 

charm. 

TOP LEFT: Perched above the creek 

behind it, Ouzel cabin offers spots to 

relax both inside and out

LEFT: The reclaimed wood barn-style 

door, stacked logs and “bark-on” four-

poster bed offset smooth white walls 

and crisp, clean sheets.

ABOVE: The contemporary concrete 

sink on a live-edge slab countertop 

complement the traditional claw foot 

tub in the bathroom of Ouzel cabin.

This ironclad wagon wheel promised a 

bumpy ride across the valley nearly a 

century ago.  
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It’s tough to leave the porch at Meadowlark 

cabin, but the river, trail and mountains call.  

The original Gatekeeper’s cabin, Meadowlark 

now keeps guests relaxed and happy.

“Meadowlark,” the original gatekeeper’s 

cabin, offers a glass-and-tile shower with a slate 

floor in the bathroom. Burlap-like curtains in 

the main room hang over the very logs that 

were wrapped in the material seven decades 

earlier. In the Bitterroot cabin, a white sheet-

rocked wall with built-in cabinets and shelv-

ing offsets the log walls and defines a sitting 

area. Antique and vintage curiosities vary in 

each cottage: a milking stool, throwing darts, 

native baskets, woolen rugs, wooden bowls. 

A nostalgic array of vintage records provides 

background music to the narrative of Lone 

Mountain Ranch. 

At full capacity, the facility accommodates 

100 horses, 80 guests, 70 employees and one 

requisite ranch dog. After a long day in the 

saddle, fly fishing or exploring Yellowstone 

Park, guests return to their cabins to find the 

porch lights on and their beds turned down. 

Chef Eric Gruber oversees the all-day process 

of smoking ribs, curing corned beef and bak-

ing fresh pies and breads. The savory aromas 

serve as a dinner bell, calling folks to the log 

LEFT: Log shelves, a glass and tile 

shower and white walls keep things 

bright inside the bath.  

ABOVE: One of the first structures built 

on the Ranch, Meadowlark’s logs are 

lodgepole pine harvested 100 years ago.
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restaurant and saloon where they must decide 

between dishes like Crispy Skin Local Montana 

Trout with Warm Heirloom Potato and Root 

Vegetable Salad or Slow Braised Bison Shortrib 

Bourguignon. A bison mount hangs over the 

massive stone hearth at one end of the dining 

room, where a live-edge wood slab table seats up 

to ten. Log trusses support the vaulted tongue-

and-groove ceiling. In the adjacent saloon, 

leather cushioned log post stools line up along 

the copper-topped bar. The stone fireplace, log 

beams and amiable bartender are a tip-of-the-

hat to tradition, while contemporary touches 

also are evident in the floor-to-ceiling glass 

gable end wall and high back leather bar chairs.

TOP: Meals are all-inclusive at the 

Ranch. Keep in mind you will need a 

week to properly sample the menu.

ABOVE: The saloon offers respite after 

a long day in the saddle or on the river.  

Jesse keeps guests watered and happy.



Each evening children are drawn to the 

central campfire like fireflies. They practice 

roping, roast marshmallows and assemble 

double-decker s’mores. A staff member is on 

hand to dispense the goods and watch for flying 

embers. The Outdoor Youth Adventures staff 

meets each morning to discuss how best to en-

gage and inspire each of their charges and alter 

the day’s activities accordingly. The approach 

is intentional; if the children are involved and 

having fun so, too, will the parents, whether 

they’re on separate or family outings. 

The logs used in these cabins stack up like 

pages in a history book, each with its own 

it on the phonograph while I take in my sur-

roundings. If there were a TV in the room, I 

would have no desire to watch it. I’ve spent 

the day touring historic cabins, listening to 

guests recount their adventures and watching 

staff take genuine pleasure in the joy of their 

guests. It’s the people who have made Lone 

Mountain Ranch the rare place that it is. Those 

who built and worked it over the years, those 

who continue to envision and sustain its future 

and those who return each year to enjoy it.  

Give me S’More: A 

happy camper samples 

her gooey concoction.

RIGHT: In a world 

of iTunes and 

Spotify, an old-

fashioned vinyl 

record player 

spinning Johnny 

Cash tunes 

really hits the 

spot! 
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ABOVE & BELOW: Besides cabins, Lone 

Mountain Ranch also offers two log homes 

for rent.  “Ridgetop” sits above the ranch 

overlooking the valley.
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I
f you love log homes, chances are 

you want to surround yourself with 

trees, both harvested and living. 

While it’s true that many tree spe-

cies will take time to grow before you can 

reap their benefits — for example, plant a 

black walnut tree now and you’ll get your 

first yield in about three decades — there 

are some varieties that will bring advantages 

by Elizabeth Millard
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within just a few years.

For log cabins and homes, the right tree 

choice can provide ample shade, protect the 

logs’ exterior finish from harsh sunlight and 

enhance energy performance on the inside. 

Coupled with improving air quality and cre-

ating a more attractive landscape, trees offer a 

long-term return on investment that’s tough 

to resist. Here are a few choices to consider:

1
Juniper
With a silvery-blue appearance and 

a dense, hedge-like structure, juni-

per makes a nice addition to any log cabin 

landscape throughout the northern hemi-

sphere. They are highly drought tolerant, so 

maintenance is minimal, but they vary in 

size and shape — from tall and columnar to 

low and spreading — so be sure you research 

the properties of the variety you’re selecting.

2
Eucalyptus
In warmer climates (zones 8 to 11), 

eucalyptus is a top choice because it 

can grow up to 6 feet per year and it smells 

amazing. Another bonus is that it tends to 

repel mosquitoes, so plant a couple outside 

a deck or patio area to keep the bugs at bay. 

Made in 
the Shade 
Strategically selected trees provide beauty 

and long-term protection for your log home. 

Use this hardiness zone map to 

identify the growing region that 

your home falls within. 

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Hawaii 10
11

12
11

13
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you’re feeling ambitious, you can also tap 

it and turn the sap into syrup. Maples are 

known for their dramatic color changes and 

gorgeous autumn foliage — just be prepared 

to rake and don’t plant them against prevail-

ing wind patterns or you’ll be cleaning out 

your gutters more frequently, too.

5
Weeping Willow
With its graceful profile and growth 

of up to 2 feet per year, this type 

of willow is a lovely addition to any yard 

in hardiness zones 6 to 8. Since it grows 

well in soggy soil, it’s a top choice for wetter 

areas where other trees wouldn’t thrive, like 

near marshes or ponds, for example. Just 

keep them away from your home’s plumb-

ing lines as the expansive root system seeks 

water aggressively.

To get the best shade protection, plant 

trees along the southernmost exposure of 

your property and about 20 to 40 feet from 

the house lest you put your foundation or 

utility lines at risk from root infiltration or 

subject your walls to potential insect infesta-

tion. Willows and poplars should be kept 

farther from your home than evergreens.

If you have buried gas or electric lines, 

call your local utility company before you dig 

so they can come out and mark those lines.

Planting even just a few trees can make 

a huge difference in your satisfaction with 

your home, and many log cabin owners tend 

to plant trees regularly — either annually 

or every few years — to compensate for the 

loss of older or dead trees. Plant now and it’s 

very likely that you’ll see the benefits quickly 

and for years, even decades, to come.  

3
Norway Spruce
One of the fastest-growing ever-

greens, this variety is very cold 

hardy, so it’s great all the way down to hardi-

ness zone 2. It has a classic Christmas tree 

appearance, especially as it gets taller. In 

fact, it can reach soaring heights of nearly 

200 feet. If you prefer a denser evergreen 

(maybe as a natural privacy fence), try the 

Colorado Blue Spruce.

4
Sugar Maple
Though most identified with the 

upper regions of North America, 

like New England, Wisconsin and, of 

course, Canada, if you live in hardiness 

zones 3 to 8, the fast-growing sugar maple 

offers all kinds of benefits for you. Not only 

will this variety give you ample shade, if 

1 2

4 5

3
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Pit for a King
The Emperor Wood-Burning Fire Pit features 
a wide bowl, steel banding, handcrafted rivets 
and a rustic finish. Each vessel is handcrafted 
in the U.S.A. from carbon steel to provide 
years of enjoyment. woodlanddirect.com, 
800-919-1904

More S’mores
Branch out at your next campfire with 
a Marshmallow Tree. The steel fork 
has a tapered handle made of stained 
rosewood and the tree-shape design 
allows the fork to hold 10 marshmallows 
at once. romeindustries.com

Grilling Green (left)
Ecoque Grills consume up to 75 percent less 
fuel than similar-sized grills and come in a range 
of sizes from small, portable varieties to large 
three-burner units. The 15-inch model can cook 
a meal for up to eight people using as few as 16 
charcoal briquettes. ecoque.com, 206-257-1128

et ire
As winter thaws away, turn down the 

thermostat and heat things up outside! 

From toasting marshmallows to grilling-

gone-green, these fantastic finds are sure 

to fuel your outdoor desires.



  

Safety First (right)
Pave the way for a fire pit on your lawn, dock 

or patio without worrying about damage. 
The powder-coated, iron frame of the Fire Pit 

Safety Base is designed to keep 16-by-16-inch 
pavers (not included) in place under a fire pit or 
stove. The collapsible frame is easy to use and 

transport. plowhearth.com, 800-494-7544

Designated Smoking Area (left)
Feed a family or a crowd with the Classic 16-inch smoker 
from Horizon Smokers. The offset firebox and large cooking 
chamber can be used on a low heat for slow smoking 
or higher temperatures for grilling. Fuel it with wood or 

On the Rise (below)
The “Elevations” tiered cooking system for Weber’s 
Spirit 300 Series and larger gas grills takes advantage 
of the vertical space inside the grill. A vegetable basket, 
expansion rack and multilevel skewer system allow you to 
grill and roast a wide variety of foods to perfection. 
store.weber.com, 800-446-1071
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REAL PEOPLE. REAL SOLUTIONS.

A 
gas-log 
fireplace 

adds 
rustic 

appeal.

C
hristian and Angela Goebel have 
plenty of experience with log 
homes: Christian has built 10 tiny 

cabins that serve as rentals in Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Valley. When it came time 
to add another cabin to their 7-acre Cast-
a-Way Cabins community, they decided 
that this time around, bigger would be a 
bit better.   

Why a log home: “There’s something 
about a rustic log cabin that’s very ap-
pealing,” Christian says. “It’s in keeping 
with the majestic Blue Ridge Mountains.” 
From their experience with people looking 
for a vacation getaway, the Goebels know 
that log homes are a perennial attraction 
in every season.

Most important features: The 
Goebels wanted this new cabin to be large 
enough to hold three bedrooms and two full 
baths, but still wanted to maintain a fairly 
small footprint. The living area had to offer 
enough space for a family to relax, as well 
as a fully equipped kitchen. “People have 
higher expectations,” Christian says, even 
when they are looking for a “rustic” vaca-
tion spot. While their other two-bedroom 
rentals have lofts that serve as seating areas 
with pull-out sofas, the Goebels wanted 
this cabin to have a third true bedroom 
suite upstairs. 

Main Level

Upper Level

The open great room 

creates a gathering 

spot for families.

The cabin’s kitchen is equipped with a 

dishwasher to make clean-up easy. 

Two bedrooms on the 

first floor are large 

enough for guests.

The deep porch has 

room for a hot tub.

The loft bedroom has 

its own full bath.

The loft 

looks out 

over the 

vaulted 

great room.

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

L
O

F
T

OPEN TO BELOW

LIVING
 AREA

DINING 
AREAKITCHEN

PORCH

Creating a Get-
away to Share 

Square Footage: 1,400

Bedrooms: 3  Baths: 2 full

by Janice Brewster
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The Inside Scoop 
If you plan to purchase a log package, it can be confus-

ing to directly compare what various log home compa-

nies offer. To help you navigate your options, Ronald 

provides these suggestions:

Q  Study the contents of the package/kit. “Ask for a 

materials list to see what is truly included,” Ronald 

says. For example, “roofing” may mean just structural 

roof members for some companies, others might 

include shingles and other finishing materials. 

Q���Bring in your builder. Ask your builder to review the 

materials list from a professional standpoint to let you 

know what you might have to purchase on your own.

Q���Evaluate the level of pre-cutting. Especially if you 

plan to build the home yourself, you might want a kit 

with pre-cut logs to reduce the amount of cutting you 

would need to do on site. 

The Lowdown 
The Goebels turned to their trusted partner, Conestoga Log Cabins 

& Homes in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, for help. (Conestoga supplied the 

packages for all of the other homes Christian has built.) They started 

with Conestoga’s Mountain Haven model and made a few adjustments. 

“This model provides two-story living within a reasonable budget,” says 

Ronald Myer of Conestoga. “The loft can be open or closed.”

Opposing 
windows 

encourage cross 
ventilation

ONLINE RESOURCE 
Browse floor plans of all shapes and 

sizes in our growing online collection. 

loghome.com/floorplans
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1-800-438-8274
stonemill.com • sales@stonemill.com

10024 Parkside Drive • Knoxville, TN 37922

experts at StoneMill Log & Timber 
Homes have built a reputation on quality 
craft smanship. Homes designed for 
your lifestyle and built to endure for 
generations. Turn your ideas into reality. 
Call us; we’re ready to begin.

StoneMill 
Lifestyle

Call or visit us online for more information:

F
First Floor

Second Floor

COTTONWOOD: 1,884 SQ. FT.

Main Floor

THE ROSE HILL: 2,530 SQ. FT.
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Timeless Beauty, Enduring Quality, 
and Year-Round Comfort…

The log home you want, whether it’s a statement of quality, 

for entertaining friends and family with style, for holidays, for 

quiet moments, or a cabin in the woods. A home shaped by 

your individual tastes, preferences, building site, and of course, 

your budget. Call us today and lets build a home together.

When deciding to build a log home, you are not just 

buying a home, you are buying a company and it’s 

ability to provide you with a quality home for you and 

your family, to consult with you through the building 

process, provide you with personal attention, and be 

there for you.

Put Ward’s Experience to Work for You
1-800-341-1566 or visit WWW.WARDCEDARLOGHOMES.COM
Ward Cedar Log Homes • P.O. Box 72 • Houlton, Maine 04730

Coopersburg
3 bedrooms | 2.5 bathrooms | 2,262 sq.ft.

East Grand
3 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms | 2,988 sq.ft.
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The Lakefront II
This is a great lake front home with a wall of windows 
and glass that will bring the outdoors into perfect view. 
A large great room with a timber frame cathedral ceiling 
is the focal point for those weekend gatherings. Three 
bedrooms provide plenty of space for friends and family 
to visit and enjoy the experience of log home living. The 
first floor master bedroom and bath make this a perfect 
floor plan for one story living with optional second floor 
bedrooms for children or guests. Surrounded by porches 
and decks this home is great for a family cabin to be 
enjoyed anywhere.

Bedrooms: 3
Baths: 2.5
Square Footage: 1,946
Package Price: Call for prices

Appalachian Log Structures
P.O. Box 614 • Ripley WV 25271  
866-LOG-HOME • 304-372-6410  
fax: 304-372-3154 
e-mail: info@applog.com  
www.applog.com

Second FloorFirst Floor

The Black Fork is the perfect answer for those wishing to build an affordable vacation 
home or downsize from their existing one. It features the inviting open-concept great 
room with timbered cathedral ceiling and fireplace; first-floor laundry and mud room; 
and spacious open loft. Plus, the covered front porch and extensive windows offer a 
great view inside or out! Visit this model open daily Monday through Saturday. For 
more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans and Planning Guide for $10, 
call 800-368-1015. HochstetlerLogHomes.com

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842 

Black Fork
1095 sq.ft.
1 BR/ 1 BA

DINING

10'1 x 14'4
GREAT ROOM

13'3 x 15'11

KITCHEN

9' x 14'9

BATH

BEDROOM #1

11'6 x 13' 2

PA
N

T
R

Y

CLO.

C
LO

.

24'

8
'

3
6

'

MUD 

ROOM

COV. PORCH

REF.

LOFT

13'2 x 15'11

OPEN TO 

BELOW

A
T
T
IC

A
T
T
IC
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The Smith Floor Plan 
See all our floor plans & get more info at  

www.honestabe.com 

Forever looks better from here…

1st Floor

800-231-3695 

2nd Floor

Timberhaven’s world renowned kiln-dried 
logs and timbers are engineered to perfection 
and manufactured to last a lifetime. 

YOUR DREAM . . . ENGINEERED FOR LIFE.

LogHomeDesignCenter.com for hundreds of floor plans

Aspen Hill I
Square Footage: 1,756
Bedrooms:  3    Baths:  2.5
Package Price: Call for pricing!

Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes, LLC.

1081 Salem Church Rd

Middleburg, PA

855-306-5678

TimberhavenLogHomes.com

Andersen® - Th e most trusted name 
in windows and doors
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3250 Highway 93 S., Kalispell MT 59901
Phone: 406-752-2992 • Fax: 406-257-7014
info@montanaloghomes.com • WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM

DELIVERING NATIONWIDE SINCE 1976

Total Area: 1,964 SQFT

Package Price: Call For Prices

MLH-024
Montana Log Homes specializes in handcrafting 

unique, quality, log homes, lodges, and commercial 

projects. Full-length, dead-standing, lodgepole 

pine or Englemann spruce is hand-peeled for 

that original log home look, and hand-tooled for 

precision joinery. Log sizes of 12 inches, 14 inches, 

and 16 inches are standard, with larger log sizes 

available on request. Your choice of Scandinavian 

full-scribe or chink style construction. Log package

quotes will include delivery and reassembly by 

our experienced crew. Contact us for a copy of 

our plan book, DVD or video or visit our website at 

WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM
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MAIN FLOOR



Find everything you need to build your 
dream wood home — all under one roof!

Meet with the industry’s foremost log and timber home producers. See first-hand how various building systems are constructed.

BECOME A KNOW-IT-ALL!
Attend our Log & Timber University for detailed, step-by-step instructions  

on budgeting, planning and building your dream home. 

The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, which includes the Course Guide, 
a comprehensive textbook to guide you through the entire homebuilding process; 
Annual Buyer’s Guide; continental breakfast or snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni 
Pass to the Log & Timber Home Shows.

Visit www.LogHome.com/shows or call 931-596-2992 
for current locations, times & special offers.

Schedules subject to change without notice. Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information.

loghome.com/university

ATLANTA, GA 

March 3 or 4

PITTSBURGH, PA 

March 10 or 11

GATLINBURG, TN 

March 24 or 25 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

March 31 or April 1

HARRISBURG, PA 

April 28 or 29

LAKE GEORGE, NY 

May 5 or 6

ATLANTA, GA 

March 3-4

PITTSBURGH, PA 

March 10-12

GATLINBURG, TN 

March 24-25

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

March 31-April 1

HARRISBURG, PA 

April 28-30

LAKE GEORGE, NY 

May 5-7



Born to be 
Wild

    

  

A Connecticut couple shifts gears into a mid-life 

career change, taking on log home ownership 

and property management in New Hampshire.

story by Chris Wood | photography by Roger Wade

Born to be 
Wild
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A lower-elevation perspective highlights Mark and Diane’s 

home’s distinctive tradesman-style prow, which is surrounded 

by deck space and offers incredible unobstructed, mountaintop 

views of the southern New Hampshire countryside. 

Never ones to sit idle, Diane still made the Nova 

Scotia run, while Mark attacked their other long-

term goal: researching suitable log home sites in New 

Hampshire to check out upon her return. One of the 

properties in Marlow had an existing foundation, 

but Diane told Mark to skip it. 

“I came up here, even though she didn’t want me 

to, and I couldn’t believe the view!” recalls Mark, 

who spent summers in the area with family since he 

was a boy. “Even with the old foundation, I didn’t 

want to look at anything else. It was remote and 

we had to put in all of our underground power and 

utilities and clear a driveway up to the site, but it 

was all worth it.”
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N
othing was going to stand in the way of Mark and Diane Luth 

and their dream log home. The couple met in 2006 and instant-

ly hit it off, sharing a bucket list that included a mountaintop 

cabin and a motorcycle run from Connecticut to Nova Scotia. 

Then, right in the middle of a simple training ride, a deer jumped in front 

of Mark’s bike. In the ensuing crash, he broke his collarbone and an ankle. 
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story continues on page 60

Prow windows provide a greenhouse effect that has the Luths’ 

abundant plants climbing to the ceiling. They copped the idea 

from a favorite restaurant. The couple maximized every inch — 

horizontal and vertical — of their 1,687-square-foot home. 

Originally, the Luths had planned to hold 

onto the property and defer building until 

retirement — Mark from his job as a diesel 

mechanic and Diane from a position selling 

construction vehicle telematics technology. 

While visiting a construction site together in 

2007, the couple was involved in yet another 

accident, with Diane breaking her neck and 

Mark nearly losing his leg. “That’s when we 

decided we weren’t waiting anymore,” Diane 

declares. “We were going to start building our 

dream right then and there.” 

Mark’s pension was enough to get started, 

and the couple selected the small “Swiftwater” 

plan from Coventry Log Homes to build at the 

base of the property while Diane continued 

to work remotely and save money for a larger 

log home on the mountain’s peak. Forced 

into early retirement due to his injuries, Mark 

began helping builder Craig Tombley on the 

cabin and quickly discovered an untapped 

talent for carpentry. 

“He had never touched a carpentry tool 

in his life, and now all of the sudden here 

he was saying, ‘Honey, keep ordering more 

tools,’” Diane says with a laugh.

By the time utilities had been run and the 

mountaintop site was ready, so was Mark. 

Craig and his son constructed the building 

envelope — the logs, windows and roof — 

and Mark was able to build the rest. “Even 

though we’re on top of a hill and exposed 

to a lot of wind, you don’t feel anything in 

this house. It is unbelievable how solid the 

log walls are,” Mark says of the final result, 

a slightly modified version of Coventry Log 

Homes’ “Aspen” model, a tradesmen-style log 

home featuring a distinctive prow-front and 

open-concept floor plan. 

“With Mark’s leg, we wanted to plan for 

the future and have at least one bathroom, 

one bedroom and a washer/dryer on the main 

floor,” Diane says. “We also wanted a plan that 

was roomy, but not so big that it felt empty 

with just the two of us. The way the layout is, 

it’s so efficient from a space standpoint and 

it didn’t cost as much to build.” 

Mark made some modifications to the 
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“It’s a big move, but it was 

a smart one for us. It was 

a move to a stress-less life,” 

shares Diane, referring to 

how life-altering circum-

stances urged the couple to 

build sooner than later. {

{

If a tree falls … The prominent cross beam is 

from a pine tree brought down on the property 

during Hurricane Sandy. It was peeled, 

dried and installed by owner Mark Luth and 

strengthens the opposing exterior wall.
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The high-end kitchen (without the high price tag) 

features granite countertops from Affordable Granite and 

Samsung and Electrolux stainless steel appliances. The 

range and oven are incorporated into an island, allowing 

the chef to entertain and be entertained while cooking. 



  

Aspen plan, including switching casement 

windows from the basement to the main floor 

to allow the room to open up to the deck; 

installation of radiant heat to the ground level 

and upstairs bathroom; the build-out of the 

kitchen, bathroom and loft spaces; and even 

the installation of a huge pine beam from a 

tree felled on the property by Hurricane Sandy 

during the home’s construction in 2012. 

“For the cabin itself, I pushed for the 

8-inch-round pine so the house would have 

more character,” Diane says. “On the ground 

floor we installed pre-finished hickory floor-

ing, which holds up well with four grandkids 

and two 130-pound malamutes.” On the pre-

existing foundation, Mark built a maple syrup 

sugaring shack, an adjoining greenhouse and 

main cabin. 

To help pay for construction, Mark and 

Diane began renting out the Swiftwater cabin, 

which they still do to this day. It has them 

seriously contemplating building again and 

getting into the log home resort business. 

“We’ve already decided on a name: 

Mountain Top Property Management,” says 

Diane. “The business up here is good, and 

I suppose that’s what’s going to become our 

retirement plan. We were fortunate that we 

were somewhat forced into it. A lot of people 

are afraid to make that move where it’s a half 

hour to get to a gas station and there’s no pizza 

delivery. It’s a big move, but it was a smart 

one for us. It was a move to a stress-less life.” 

And with that, Mark starts talking about 

the tools he’ll need for the next cabin’s con-

struction and Diane jumps into a story about 

the importance of staining your logs right 

away to prevent mold from taking hold on 

your raw timbers. For some reason you have 

the feeling that the third Luth log home isn’t 

far behind, and there’s probably going to be 

a new out-building for the motorcycles, too.  

A stress-less life indeed.  

Square Footage: 1,687

Bedrooms: 3 Bathrooms: 2 full

Log Provider: 
Coventry Log Homes

story continued from page 55
A relaxing loft serves dual purpose as an office 

where the Luths manage their cabin down the 

hill and work on design concepts for a possible 

third log home to build on the property. 

DINING 
ROOM

GREAT 
ROOM

KITCHEN

COVERED 
PORCH

DECK

BEDROOM

BEDROOM
BEDROOM

CLOSET

OPEN TO 
BELOW

LOFT

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

LEFT: It’s pine on full display with knotted 

tongue-and-groove lap walls and ceilings 

in the upstairs bedroom, which, without 

heat, can still become the warmest room 

in the house due to convection. 
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Free 
Information 

Guide
Visit LogHome.com/info for FREE information on log homes and products provided by the companies in bold below.

COMPANY PAGE COMPANY PAGE  COMPANY PAGE 

Advantage Trim & Lumber 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inside Back Cover 

Appalachian Log Strutcures . . . . . . . . . 48 

Country Home Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

Coventry Log Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . . .17, 40 

Eagle Panel Systems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66 

Golden Eagle Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Hochstetler Milling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 48

Honest Abe Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . 13, 49

J. Dub’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Katahdin Cedar Log Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Log Home Outlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

The Log & Timber Home Show. . . . . . . . . 51

The Log & Timber University . . . . . . . . . . 51

Lok-N-Logs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42

Montana Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

MossCreek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

MTN Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65

Old Kentucky Logs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

The Original Log Cabin Homes

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Back Cover

Perma-Chink Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

PrecisionCraft Log & Timber  . . . . . . 9, 44

Real Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 23, 65

Research Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Sashco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Satterwhite Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Schroeder Log Home Supply  . . . . . . . . 64

Sierra Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber 

Frame Shows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Southland Log Homes 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inside Front Cover

StoneMill Log & Timber Homes . . . . . . .45

Timberhaven Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

WB Fowler Industries Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Ward Cedar Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

Wisconsin Log Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47

Yellowstone Log Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES

NEW OLD HOUSE

EARLY HOMES

DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK

PERIOD HOMES

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM

CABIN LIVING 

LOG HOME LIVING

TIMBER HOME LIVING

DREAM HOME SHOWCASE

LOG & TIMBER HOME PLANNER

LOG & TIMBER HOME DESIGN GUIDE

LOGHOME.COM

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES

ADVERTISING SALES DIRECTOR
Heather Glynn Gniazdowski   

(703) 731-9659  
hgniazdowski@aimmedia.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS MANAGER
Mari Campbell   
(224) 432-5957   
mcampbell@aimmedia.com

THE LOG & TIMBER HOME SHOW  
EXHIBIT SALES
Eric Johnson   
(518) 618-1195   
ejohnson@loghomeshows.com

Samantha Watters   
(863) 801-3475   
swatters@aimmedia.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Chess Barbatelli 
(414) 881-5383 
cbarbatelli@aimmedia.com

Elaine Hope Nosaka 
(703) 447-9555   
enosaka@aimmedia.com

Pam Stine 
(540) 686-7015   
pstine@aimmedia.com

Rich Wilkinson   
(931) 607-4767   
rwilkinson@aimmedia.com



Get the 
Perfect 

Getaway!
These 3 key components will impact your design needs 

and put you on the road to a flawless log cabin retreat.

by Donna Peak
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ABOVE: Your cabin’s floor plan should reflect the frequency of your 

visits, length of stay and the number of people who will typically 

occupy it. With three bedrooms, an open-concept great room and 

laundry, this single-level getaway is perfect for a family of four to six 

who intend to enjoy the home for several weeks at a time.

LEFT: Your location and terrain should play a big role in your design. 

With a view like this, ample outdoor space is just as important as 

what’s inside. 
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F
or those who seek a heavenly log 

home-away-from-home, there are a 

few universal truths: A desire for a 

peaceful, natural setting; outside living areas 

that capture spectacular views; a floor plan that 

fosters time with family and friends; and (typi-

cally) a design that is the polar opposite of their 

primary residence.

Owning a second home may feel like a pipe 

dream, but there are many valid reasons to take 

the second-home ownership plunge. First, you’ll 

always have a vacation destination that’s per-

fectly suited to your needs, you won’t have to 

throw your money away on hotels and your pets 

are always welcome. Second, real estate is still a 

strong investment, and with land and housing 

prices back on the incline, there’s never been 

a better time to dive in. Third, depending on 

your plans to use the home, you can write off 

the mortgage interest on your taxes, just like 

your primary residence. And, with log cabins 

enjoying a hot rental market, your cabin may 

even be a source of secondary income. 

But with all of the above aside, most log 

cabin buyers say their main motivation is to 

have a place where life can slow down and they 

can make memories that will last a lifetime. 

To accomplish that, you need to start with 

a smart design that works. Here are three key 

considerations to get your plans in gear.

1
Consider your ideal site.
What do you want to wake up to every 

day? Is it a spectacular mountaintop 

vista? A sweeping view across a misty lake? The 

location you choose will impact your design. 

Learn how to get financing, claim your second home on your taxes,  
tips for renting and securing your cabin and more!

Watch “Building Your Second Home: Are You Ready?” at loghome.com/second-home-webinar

LIVING 
ROOM

WIC

KITCHEN

DINING
ROOM

DECK

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

LDRY
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If a mountain respite is for you, chances are 

your property will have a significant slope. Take 

full advantage of it by incorporating a walk-out 

basement. This feature will increase your usable 

square footage dramatically without adding a 

great deal of cost. Building in the mountains 

often also means dealing with snow, so be sure 

to protect your log cabin by designing steeply 

pitched roofs to shed the white stuff and deep 

overhangs/covered porches to keep it from ac-

cumulating against your log walls. 

Is waterfront property in your future? 

Then take into account what type of water it 

is. Oceanfront log homes aren’t common, but 

they do exist. If you’re planning to build on the 

beach, your builder will know what hurricane-

proofing measures you’ll need to comply with 

code and make your home strong. Also factor 

in the effects of salt from sea spray. Salt is cor-

rosive, and even if your house isn’t right on the 

water’s edge, it could impact things like metal 

roofing and fasteners, as well as degrade your 

logs’ sealant faster than in other geographic 

areas. If you are building along a lake or river, 

make sure your home is set back far enough to 

prevent flooding. The county building depart-

ment should have records for the highest water 

level your area has reached. Remember that 

some lakes, like the Great Lakes, can be tidal 

and have waves and storm surges. 

For those who crave the wide-open expanse 

of a prairie, choose a design that’s in harmony 

with its terrain. A house should complement 

the land, not impose itself on it, so a single-level 

ranch is right at home here. Plus, since high 

winds can be a factor in the flatlands, a long, 

low home is more aerodynamic and efficient. 

Even land that feels totally flat usually isn’t. 

Work with your builder to identify the spot 

on your property that will allow for the best 

drainage for septic systems and water runoff. 

This may require building your home site up 

to ensure the proper grade. You want to make 

sure water isn’t channeling back toward your 

cabin — especially in the case of a vacation 

home, when you’re not there 100 percent of 

the time to monitor things.

2
Decide on your typical 
length of stay.
The span and frequency of your vis-

its could impact your needs and your cabin’s 

design. 

For example, when trips to your getaway 

cabin are limited to weekend visits, the last 

thing you want to do is spend all your time 

maintaining it. Every house requires upkeep, 

but to hold it to a minimum, small and simple 

is the way to go. 

A lot of people make the mistake of think-

ing that they need all the same amenities in their 

cabin that they require in their full-time home 

when, in fact, they don’t. Keep your space com-

pact but maximize what you have. Combine 

living and dining rooms into one open area; do 

away with hallways to make good use of every 

888-213-0962
BurnCage.com

TOLL-FREE

with the 

BurnCage™

PERFECT FOR:
• Sensitive fi nancial documents 

•  All burnable household waste*

• Old leaves and branches

No more UNSAFE and UNSIGHTLY rusty barrel!

9
4
7
5
1
X

 ©
 2

0
1
7

*  Always check local 
ordinances before burning.

STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION
is lightweight, durable, and portable 
(it folds for easy storage).

PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize 
airfl ow and trap embers.

1600° TEMPERATURES
mean more thorough 
burning with less ash.

Call for FREE Information Kit
and Factory Direct Coupon!

NOW  IN 3 SIZES!

NEW 
BurnCage™

MAX
2X 

THE VOLUME 

OF THE 

ORIGINAL

BURN SAFELY

Enjoy the
convenience,

cleanliness of 
INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home,
dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean
ash, only electricity needed.
120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American   
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world.
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551

www.incinolet.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS
2639 Andjon • Dallas, TX 75220



inch; incorporate more storage than you think 

you’ll need (vacation cabins often come with a 

lot of recreational gear); design fewer but larger 

bedrooms that can accommodate bunks and 

pullouts to sleep a crowd; and forego closets 

for dressers or even suitcase stands. And don’t 

waste time with a laundry room. If you’re only 

here for 48 to 72 hours at a clip, are you really 

going to wash clothes?

If you’re planning longer excursions, your 

needs shift slightly. You’ll likely want a little 

more defined space and privacy, if you intend 

to use the cabin for a week or two per visit. 

Keep the living/dining/kitchen area open, but 

separate it from the sleeping quarters with a 

hallway. More than one full bathroom also may 

be necessary. Since you’ll be bringing more of 

your wardrobe with you, closets are a good 

idea, but make them small. Like the weekend 

retreat, keep the overall design simple for low 

maintenance. You’re here to have fun, not to 

tackle an endless list of chores. 

Some lucky folks will use their cabin as 

a part-time home, enjoying it for months at 

a time. If this is the lifestyle for you, it essen-

tially means you are going to maintain two 

households. The upshot is you won’t need to 

pack – you’ll likely have everything you need 

ready and waiting for you at each residence. To 

do this successfully requires planning, though, 

and that starts with your home’s design.

For starters, you may want a little extra 

square footage, a dedicated dining room and 

a true master bedroom with a private en suite. 

A half-bath near the main living area will be 

needed for dinner guests and short-term visitors, 

while a guest bedroom will need a full bath to 

accommodate overnight company. You’ll defi-

nitely want a laundry room in this scenario, as 

well as any amenities you require in your main 

home, since, after all, this will be your primary 

residence for extended periods. 

3
Determine the regular 
number of occupants.
Whether your cabin is going to be a 

forever home for you and your spouse or party 

central for extended family and friends will 

certainly influence your floor plan. Sure, there 

800-729-1320

info@mtndesign.com

www.mtndesign.com

MARCH 2017   |  Log Home Living  |  DESIGNER GALLERY 65

MTN Design

Your vision comes to life when 
you work one-on-one with our 
award-winning designers to 
draw a signature home. We will 
contemplate all aspects of your 
project, from energy-efficiency, 
to the view from your master 
suite. This includes drawing a 
home that specifically fits with 
your overall budget goals.

Because we specialize in authentic log and tim-
ber frame homes, produced by our sister company 
PrecisionCraft, we deliver more than a great design; 
we provide our clients with a truly customized home-
building experience.

TM
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will be exceptions when your home-for-two will 

burst at the seams with visitors or when your 

six-bedroom log lodge is devoid of guests and is 

eerily quiet. But to ensure the house is right-sized 

most of the time, objectively evaluate how many 

people will frequently roam within its walls.

If it’s a couple’s retreat, keep it compact. 

Two people don’t need an excessive amount of 

room. But by the same token, don’t sacrifice 

basic amenities, like ample windows, porches 

and even recreational space, no matter how 

small your home’s footprint is. 

Also, provide space in the design for when 

you do have family or friends over, including 

a first floor bedroom. In most multi-story 

houses — even in vacation homes — buyers, 

themselves, want a bedroom and bath on the 

first level to ensure they can continue to enjoy 

it as they grow older and stairs become more 

challenging. In other cases, they like to keep 

their guests confined to the main floor of the 

home and make other areas, like the second 

level, their private retreat within the retreat. 

Even in a second home, a traditionally 

sized family (meaning two parents and two 

to four kids) has special requirements. A few 

of the main requests are to provide direct lines 

of sight from the kitchen to a family room, 

play space and yard. Create bedroom separa-

tion (i.e., kids’ rooms on one side/level of the 

house and a parents’ sanctuary on the other) 

and build in some dedicated kid-friendly zones. 

Basements and lofts are perfect spots for those. 

Extra insulation and sound-proofing measures 

within interior walls and between floors will 

help quiet things down. 

If a multi-generational/multi-family cabin 

is calling you home, you have a whole different 

set of design factors to consider. 

There are a few scenarios at play here: You 

could simply have a very large immediate family. 

If that’s the case, chances are there’s a wide age 

range between your kids. To keep the peace 

(and your sanity), carving out sufficient pri-

vate space is key — not just with bedrooms, 

but also with play or hangout areas. Ensure 

that there’s a communal area large enough for 

you all to be together when you want, but also 

plan enough separate spaces for different age 

or interest groups to hang out. Perhaps a play 

room where small kids can spread out their 

toys; a teen hangout space with video games, air 

hockey tables and a movie screen; and, maybe 

most importantly, a dedicated hobby room or 

outdoor balcony off the master bedroom for 

you to escape it all. 

If you’ll have more than two generations 

under the same roof, having both communal 

and private space is still important; but here 

you want to make sure aging family members 

can get around the house easily. A first-level 

master is essential. Even if everyone is highly 

mobile now, chances are there will come a day 

when that won’t be the case. You may consider 

an elevator — or at least design a shaft in your 

home that could house an elevator one day — 

to allow access to every part of the home. (You 

can use the shafts as closets or storage areas 

until you need to convert them.) Widening the 

halls and doorways will greatly improve mobil-

ity should anyone need a wheelchair, and they 

make a house feel more spacious and grand, 

even if its footprint is small. 

And then we have multiple, non-related 

owners. It’s not uncommon for a group of 

friends to pull their resources to buy a second 

home. It can be highly rewarding and a lot of 

fun, but you do have to consider everyone’s 

needs and desires. In this case, some of the most 

successful houses have multiple kitchens and 

living spaces, with one large communal great 

room and dining area so you can all hang out 

together when you wish. 

A really smart idea in this multi-family 

scenario is to create several exterior entries. In 

other words, every family gets its own “front 

door” that leads to private space, like a sitting 

room off of a bedroom. This way you can come 

and go as you please without disturbing anyone 

else. Separate wings around a central, common 

core may be something to consider. 

Despite all the factors that have to be 

weighed, building your dream vacation cabin 

can be one of the most fun and rewarding ex-

periences of your life. Done thoughtfully, it’s 

not only something you can fully enjoy now, 

but you can leave your legacy for generations 

to come.  
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Rocky Mountain Log Homes photo

Looking for information on how to build your dream home? 

Want DIY maintenance tips? Need hiring guidance?  

THE FREE RESOURCE PAGE
is the perfect place to fi nd the content you’re looking for.

Visit loghome.com/resources and start planning your dream home now! 

There are tons of topics for you to explore! Check out a few listed below:

ARTICLES:
Q Finance Your Dream

Q Guide to Building your Log Home

Q Staining Options for Your Log Home

Q Universal Design

VIDEOS:
Q Energy Effi ciency 101

WEBINARS:
Q Beautiful Baths: Designing for 
 Form, Function and Forever

Q Finding the Log Company 
 that’s Right For You
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An Hour Away, 
a World Apart

Outside, this home is the 

picture of mountain cabin 

charm, with its steeply 

pitched roofline, square 

dovetailed logs, cedar-shake 

accents and deep porte 

cochere. But inside it’s 

the epitome of modern 

rustic elegance. 



  

BELOW: The Holroyds splurged on many custom-crafted fixtures (like the lighting) for their 

home, but they kept the kitchen budget in check by using high-quality prefab cabinetry. The 

wide distance from the island to the sink is what designer Michael Grant calls “a two-butt 

kitchen.” With a span of 5 feet between them, there’s room for several cooks to maneuver.

Nearly every weekend, this family of young 

professionals leaves city life behind and heads 

for their log cabin in the Georgia mountains. 

story by Donna Peak  |  photography by Tom Harper

S
cott and Regan Holroyd lead hectic lives. 

As vice presidents of their respective com-

panies (him in commercial construction; 

her in human resources), and the com-

mute from their primary home in Marietta, Georgia, 

to their offices in Atlanta, the work week can really 

wear them down.  They wanted a place so they could 

unplug and unwind. And they got just that in their 

rustic-yet-modern log cabin retreat, located in the 

Blue Ridge mountains just 52 miles from their home. 

“It’s only an hour from driveway to drive-

way,” says Regan. “If we were going to make 

the investment, we wanted a place that we 

could get to quickly so we would use it often.”

 And they do. The couple, along with their 

11-year-old daughter Jordan and a bevy of family 

and friends, make the short trek to the mountains 

three weekends out of four.

When they’re there, it feels like they are a world 

away. A far cry from their typical suburban spec 

home in Marietta, this cabin exudes cottage charm 

outside and sleek modern flair inside.  “We wanted it 

to feel completely opposite from our weekday home,” 

shares Scott, “and it absolutely does.”
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From this bird’s-eye view you can take in the entire main living area, 

as well as the couple’s favorite “room” — the porch and outdoor 

fireplace — at once.  The loft serves as a craft room for the 

kids, and the kitchen/dining combo makes good use of the 

small space. Five species of wood, including hemlock  

and white pine, were used, as were custom-blend-

ed stains. “Every species takes stain different-

ly, so we’d test each color on every type 

of wood before we decided on it,” says 

Regan. Designer Cynthia Fisher 

was instrumental in choosing 

everything from materials 

to furnishings. 
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The home’s modern influences are most evident in the living room. The stain’s 

gray undertones complement the stonework and are a stark contrast to the 

more common honey-toned choice. A floating staircase was one of Regan’s 

“must-haves,” and the treads pull in the deep chocolate brown of the hard-

wood floor. In the center of it all is a hemlock post, which was one of Scott’s 

requirements. “Michael Grant and the Modern Rustic Homes team did a great 

job of listening to what we wanted and guiding us through the process,” 

Regan says. “They made our dream come true.”
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Square Footage: 
1,395 (main level); 707 (second level); 

668 (porches)

Bedrooms: 4 Baths: 4

Designer/Log Provider: 
Modern Rustic Homes

Builder: Joe Dixon

Interior Designer: Cynthia Fisher

SLEEPING 
AREA

OPEN TO 
BELOW

OPEN TO 
BELOW

OPEN TO 
BELOW

LOFT

DN

MAIN LEVEL (Lower level not shown)

DINING 
ROOM

GREAT 
ROOM

KITCHEN

DECK

PORCH

MASTER
BEDROOM

BEDROOM

DN UP

ABOVE: To maximize their gathering 

space while staying within their small 

footprint, Regan and Scott shaved 

square footage off of the bedrooms, 

including the master. “All we do is 

sleep there, anyway,” explains Regan. 

RIGHT: With its clawfoot tub and 

crystal chandelier, the master bath 

is distinctly feminine. The flooring is 

porcelain tile that mimics slate but is 

much more durable and nearly main-

tenance free. 
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i Concrete log siding performs better than real wood logs.

Like us on Facebook!

�đĉ� �ĊēęĚĈĐĞ� �ĔČĘ concrete log 
siding is a patented system that reproduces to the 
most minute detail the look and feel of antique 
hand hewed logs with dovetailed corners and 
accessories with the strength and durability of long 
lasting concrete.
 Now a home can be built having the beauty and 
charm of an antique log home while eliminating the 
time and expense required to maintain real wood 
logs or wood log siding.
 Old Kentucky Logs may be used on new frame 
construction or can be applied to existing structures 
of any size built with wood, wooden logs, brick, 
concrete, and concrete block.

OKL are made of concrete which has no impact on our natural resources. Choose your building materials wisely.

In most cases the timeless beauty of the old 
handcrafted and hand hewed log homes built by our 
ancestors are only preserved in photos such as this.

13475 Cumberland Gap Pkwy, Corbin, KY 40701

www.oldkentuckylogs.com 
bobbi@oldkentuckylogs.com

WB FOWLER INDUSTRIES INC

Call today!  1-800-290-8510      •     www.wbfowler.com

also the

HandyWaiter®

lifts wine, food 
and groceries 

up to four floors.

Simple
installation

Rugged
construction

Built-in 
safety controls

We are WB Fowler,
America’s Leading Innovator, developing

Through-Floor Vertical Lift Solutions.

HandyWaiters ®

~ 30 Years in the Business ~
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FLOOR PLAN

e-BOOK

promo code 01992
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California

MEEKER BUILDERS, INC.
Chris Schultz - Exeter, CA

(559) 594-9573 - chris@meekerlogs.com
www.loghomesbymeeker.com

Colorado

ABOVE TREELINE CONSTRUCTION
“One Stop Shopping”

• Design

• Log

• Excavation

• SIPS Panels

• Commercial

• Engineering

• Timber Frame

• Road • Stucco

• Modular Log Siding

719-687-0680 • advloghomes@aol.com
www.AboveTreelineConstruction.com
1760 E. Hwy 24, Woodland Park, CO 80863

We Build Everything

Experience with 
15 Manufacturers

33 years in business

y
n  1

25 Years Ex &
Over 500 Custom Ho sss

ModernLogHomes.com

303/278-7825

A Colorado Company 
Since 1984

Over 700 Custom Homes 

Built in Colorado

Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, Texas, Arizona

North American Office
design - kits - build

970-255-8116

www.extloghomes.com

Georgia

New York

Authorized Sales 
Representative logliving@logchips.com • www.logchips.com

North Carolina

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Authorized Sales 
Representative

Todd Fisher
Red Lion, PA

717-244-7048 (Offi  ce)
717-676-7881 (Cell)
tfcloghomes@comcast.net
www.toddfi sherconstruction.com

South Carolina

Since 1966

Craftworks Log Homes
Joe Rodriguez

Westminster, SC 29693
Phone: 770-641-8736

craftworksloghomes@gmail.com
www.CraftworksLogHomes.com   

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540

(706) 273-7140 ~ www.ModernRusticHomes.com

BUILD

Idaho

Kentucky

Dallas Powers, Sales Representative 
270-316-6048         dallas@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

Kentucky

Massachuse�s

C.M. ALLAIRE & SONS, INC.
 Model Home in Mendon, MA 

Log Home Builder throughout New England
(800) 634-4838 - info@cmallaire.com 

www.cmallaire.com

Michigan

Barna Great Lakes
Andrew & Gina Green • Sales and Contracting

877-BILD-LOG • 989-529-0125
barnagreatlakes@hotmail.com
www.barnagreatlakes.com

Authorized Independent Distributor

Minnesota

New Hampshire
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Virginia

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

David Everitt, Dealer Manager 
434-589-7951  david@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Karen & Gary Tenfel

262-534-6280
cccloghomes.com

Designing and 
building exceptional

log homes since 1985.

Tennessee

Greg Watson              Melissa Watson 

800-280-3651    Cookeville@honestabe.com 

www.honestabe.com

Sales Model – Cookeville, Tenn.

Sharron Bilbrey        Wayne Brady 
                sharron@honestabe.com                  wayne@honestabe.com

800-886-4864    www.honestabe.com

Sales Model – Crossville, Tenn

Inez Price               Ethan Birdwell 
inez@honestabe.com             ethan@honestabe.com 

   800-231-3695 

www.honestabe.com

National Headquarters, Moss, Tenn.

Sales Model and Manufacturing Plant

Dan Smith               David Mathis 

dan@honestabe.com         davidm@honestabe.com

800-467-5647 

www.honestabe.com 

Sales Model – Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Ontario

. 7. 1loghomeshows.com

 T ... 

Pittsburgh, PA 
March 10-12

Lake George, NY
 May 5-7

produced by:
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                 connecting dream home buyers... 

             with dream home builders
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Log Home Furniture

Stimulating &

      Lɜ���ɕ�
                 to satisfy     your senses.

More than

Log Home Maintenance

Log Home Manufacturers

Restoration

Flooring

Several styles: Old World • Rustic • Wire Brushed • 

Tavern • Basic Wide plank

Ainsworth Zeagler • 912-682-0002

info@zeaglerfhf.com • www.zeaglerfhf.com

Prefi nished wide plank fl ooring at 

amazing prices. Boards up to 16” 

wide. No middlemen, from hand-

picked log to prefi nished product.

Lighting

Decor Accessories

Doors & Cabinets

Sales, Design & Carving

(877) 825-4955
www.greatriverdoor.cominfo@greatriverdoor.com

Great
Doors

Hand-Carved 
Doors Crafted 
by Nationally 
Acclaimed 
Wisconsin 
Carvers!

View our full line 
of Interior and 
Exterior Doors on 
our website.

www.timbervalleymillwork.com
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Stairways & Railings

UÊ+Õ>��ÌÞÊ*�ÃÌÊ
>«Ã
UÊ���Ê-�âiÃÊ�Ê�>`iÊÌ�ÊwÊÌ
UÊ�>	ÞÊ-ÌÞ�iÃ

Much More at:
www.nortekcopperworks.com

Phone: 715-324-5748

Real Estate

Sealing MaterialsPreservatives

Outlast®

Q8
• Controls rot and decay

•  Toxic to termites and powder 
 post beetles

•  Trans-oxide pigments for 
 maximum UV control

•  Will NEVER crack or peel

•  One coat coverage

•  Warranty required End-Cut 
 Treatment for Pressure Treated 

 Wood

662-536-1446
www.OutlastCTA.com
info@OutlastCTA.com

6 Colors
Great for

Decks!

follow us on

loghome.com/pinterest



showus@loghomeliving.com 

Tag your photos with
#loghomeliving

Join the community at
loghomeu.com

Log Home 
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