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EDITOR’S VIEW

Dive In!

JANICE BREWSTER 
Editor

countrysbestcabins@aimmedia.com

S
ummer is in full swing as you read this, but I’m writing on Earth Day—

the perfect time to consider the incredible bounty of nature and our role 

in caring for our favorite planet.

When I head to our family cabin, I can’t wait to kayak on the lake, 

climb mountains, smell pine forests, see beautiful sunsets and, if my timing’s right, 

pick wild blueberries. If you’re lucky enough to live in a cabin year ‘round, I bet you still 

savor the nature that surrounds you daily.   

One way to tip your hat to Mother Nature is to choose to live smaller. For readers 

who plan to build a new cabin, this issue offers scads of resources; a special Cozy Cab-

ins section, photo tours of small homes, a design guide for uncovering hidden storage 

spots and our special insert on “green” living.

As current cabin owners know, living small doesn’t mean sacrifcing anything. In 

fact, you stand to gain from lower utility bills, less home maintenance, freedom from 

clutter and the knowledge that you’re doing your part for the health of the planet.

Back to blueberries: There’s just something that connects good food with cabin 

living. From campfres to picnics to feeding a crowd, we offer a few tips on memory-

making meals on page 6.

And now the really big news: Starting with our next issue, Country’s Best Cabins 

will sport a new look and a new name as we merge with Cabin Life, a magazine that’s 

covered the cabin lifestyle for 14 years. Look for the all new Cabin Living on newsstands 

August 25. From recreation to remodeling to recipes, you’ll fnd a deep pool of cabin 

content in this new magazine just waiting for you to dive in.

Cheers!   

C
a
ra

 H
u
m

m
e
l P

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
y



countrysbestcabins.com |  August 2015 |  Country’s Best Cabins  5

5720 Flatiron Parkway

Boulder, CO 80301

AN ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA PUBLICATION

EDITOR Janice Brewster

GROUP CREATIVE DIRECTOR

     Matthew Bates

SENIOR ART DIRECTOR Edie Mann

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR  Mark Sorenson

GROUP PRODUCTION DIRECTOR 

     Barbara Van Sickle

AD GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Gabriela Crespo

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION 

COORDINATOR  Caitlin O’Connor

SALES DIRECTOR  Rob Clutter

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER  Isabel Sateri

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

     Elaine Hope Nosaka

     Rich Wilkinson

CLASSIFIED AD SALES/ EVENT SALES

     Pam Stine

LOG & TIMBER HOME EVENT SALES

     Samantha Watters
DETROIT SALES MANAGER  

     Keith Cunningham

 DIRECTOR OF RETAIL SALES  Susan Rose
DIGITAL ADVERTISING OPERATIONS 

MANAGER  Ron Goldy

PUBLISHER  Peter H. Miller, Hon. AIA

SALES DIRECTOR, ONLINE   

Heather Glynn Gniazdowski
LEAD GENERATION MARKETING DIRECTOR  

     Amanda Phillips
MARKETING MANAGER  Eads Johnson

MARKETING AUTOMATION SPECIALIST  

     Kelly Florence
ONLINE PRODUCER  Josh Lewis
WEB EDITOR  Kristen Hopf
WEB DEVELOPER  Bay Tran

CHAIRMAN Efrem Zimbalist III
PRESIDENT & CEO Andrew W. Clurman
EXECUTIVE VP & CFO Brian Sellstrom
EXECUTIVE VP, OPERATIONS

     Patricia B. Fox
SENIOR VP DIGITAL & DATA 

     Jonathan Dorn
VP CONTROLLER  Joseph Cohen
VP RESEARCH  Kristy Kaus
VP IT   Nelson Saenz
VP FINANCE   Craig Rucker

          Country’s Best

877.536.1446

VIEW-FINDER CONTAINER

GUARANTEED 

.To never require costly corn-cob removal

.No lap marks or brush marks ever—

.low-pressure spray application to refusal

.Most complete exterior stain and fi nish 

.product in a single coat application

.Easiest product to apply

.ÐOne coat coverage

.ÐDetergent and water clean-up

.ÐSimple re-coat: no stripping required

.Controls rot and decay

.Toxic to termites and 

.powder post beetles

.Trans-oxide pigments for

.maximum UV control

.Exceptional water repellency

.Will NEVER crack or peel

.One coat coverage

.Covers without “lap”

.or “brush” marks

.Detergent and water clean up

Outlast® Q8 Log Oil

www.OutlastCTA.com
info@OutlastCTA.com

.Repels crawling and nesting insects

.Discourages carpenter bees and ants from drilling

.Reduces ladybug infestations

.All natural ingredients – 100% botanical

.Mixes easily with oil and water-based

.paints, stains and just plain water

.Exterior use only

.Doses up to 5-gallons of 

.paint/stain or plain water

.Protected by US Patents #7514102 and  #7858127

Outlast® NBS 30
Time-Release Additive

.Discourages carpenter bees and ants from drilling

.Protected by US Patents #7514102 and  #7858127

Green
Insect

Repellent

GUARANTEED

.To never require costly corn-cob removal

.No lap marks or brush marks ever—

.

.Most complete exterior stain and fi nish 

.

.Easiest product to apply

.

6 Colors

Great for

Decks!



6  Country’s Best Cabins |  August 2015 |  countrysbestcabins.com

CABIN LIFE

Time to Eat!
Ringing the dinner bell. 

G
ood times at the cabin often 

revolve around good eats. 

While some of your fami-

ly’s favorite memories may 

include epic food failures, as a cabin own-

er, you want to be able to feed friends and 

family terrifi c meals without too much 

fuss. It’s summertime: The eating should 

be easy.    

Campfi re Cooking

Summer weather, a beautiful setting and 

fewer dishes to wash: You can enjoy it 

all when cooking over a campfi re. From 

traditional favorites like s’mores and hot 

dogs to more adventurous eats, you can 

make it work outside given the right in-

gredients. 

Pick a cooking method. Roasting 

sticks, forks or skewers are the perfect 

tools for cooking some foods. Heavy-

duty aluminum foil can be used to create 

packets that seal in steam while cooking 

directly on the coals. Investing in a large 

cast-iron kettle will allow you to cook a 

variety of foods in an open fi re. If you’re 

really enamored with campfi re cooking, 

you can set up a rotisserie spit or tri-pod 

to hang a kettle over the fl ames. A grill or 

grate can be set over the fi re, as can a cast-

iron skillet.

Go out on a limb. A quick search on-

line will reveal plenty of campfi re recipes 

beyond boring burgers.  

Share the work. Set out the prepared 

ingredients and let guests create their own 

meals. This individualization works espe-

cially well with meals cooked in foil pack-

ets. Each person can modify the ingredi-

ents according to personal preference. 

Give your fi re time to settle down.

Hot coals and glowing embers are better 
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for cooking than blazing fames.

Use dry, seasoned hardwood if pos-

sible for a cooking fre.  

Keep it safe and legal. Before you light 

a fre, make sure you understand your lo-

cal regulations for campfres. You may 

need to acquire a permit for your fre. You 

must supervise children around camp-

fres. Do not throw anything non-com-

bustible into a fre. The Forest Service 

offers other safety tips for campfres (see 

box on page 11).   

Pack a Perfect Picnic

Eating outside at your cabin is fun, but 

for a change in scenery, plan a picnic that 

can take you farther afeld. Here are a few 

ideas for your next outing: 

Pick your destination. Where you go 

for your picnic can make a difference in 

your menu. If you have to hike into your 

picnic spot, you don’t want to lug a big 

cooler. But if you’ll drive to your favor-

ite picnic spot, you can bring a wider as-

sortment of food, beverages and serving 

pieces. 

What’s on the menu? A spur-of-the-

moment picnic where you brown bag a 

sandwich and a thermos of lemonade is 

fun and requires very little prep. If you 

have the time, you can make your meal a 

gourmet affair. Pick foods that travel well 

and can be served at room temperature 

or cooler.  

Add a basket. An old-fashioned pic-

nic basket adds a sweet touch. Some 

baskets have built-in trays or dividers to 

keep food from being smashed en route. 

A cooler or insulated pack or bag will 

keep foods chilled. Some coolers have 

wheels; perfect for picnic spots near 

paved walks.  

Pack it up. Along with your food, be 

sure to bring dishes, glasses, napkins and 

utensils for serving and eating. Don’t for-

get the corkscrew! A plastic bag will hold 

your trash for the trip home. For added 

comfort, throw in a picnic blanket or old 

sheet, bug spray and sunscreen.  

Make it fun. Leave the electronic gad-

gets at home and bring along some low-

tech fun: Playing cards, a Frisbee, candles 

if it’s an evening picnic and a camera to 

record your picnic memories. 

Feeding a Crowd

Your family may seem to multiply at meal 

time. Having guests at the cabin means 

preparing plenty of food. Make it easy to 

feed the masses by: 

Choosing foods that don’t have to be 

served piping hot or kept chilled. Dishes 

that can be set out and enjoyed at room 

temperature take a bit of pressure off the 

cook and allow people to dig in when 

they’re hungry. 

Estimating how much you’ll need 

by following tried-and-true guidelines. 

Look online or in a comprehensive cook-

book for estimates on appetizer counts, 

drinks and food servings per guest. 

Keeping it simple. Unless you truly love 

being in the kitchen, don’t choose elaborate 

dishes with complicated preparations. 

Saying “yes” when guests ask if they 

can bring something. If you have several 

families spending a longer period of time 

together, create a sign-up so everyone 

knows who is bringing what.

Asking about your guests’ prefer-

ences. It’s better to know ahead of time 

if you’re cooking for people with dietary 

limitations.  

Searching “cooking for a crowd” on 

the Internet to fnd recipes that serve 

large groups.  

Starting a fle. When the party or 

weekend is over, you will be tempted to 

just put your feet up, but take a moment 

to write down the number of guests you 

served and food and beverages con-

sumed. These notes will help you shop 

and prepare more effciently for the next 

party or weekend at the cabin. You can 

also add recipes for dishes that worked 

well to the fle.   
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ONLY YOU
The Forest Service and Smokey the Bear offer the 

following tips for building and putting out a campfi re:

Once you have a strong fi re going, add larger 

pieces of dry wood to keep it burning steadily.

Keep your fi re to a manageable size.

Make sure children and pets are supervised 

when near the fi re.

Never leave a campfi re unattended.

Use dry wood, not live trees or branches cut 

from live trees.

To extinguish a campfi re, allow the wood 

to burn completely to ash if possible.

Pour water on the fi re, drowning all embers, 

not just any that are red.

Pour water until any hissing sounds stop.

Stir the ashes and embers with a shovel.

Scrape sticks and logs to remove any embers.

Make sure all materials are wet and cold to the touch.

If you don’t have water, you can suffocate the fi re 

by adding loose dirt.
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pieces of dry wood to keep it burning steadily.
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Make sure children and pets are supervised 

when near the fi re.

Never leave a campfi re unattended.

Use dry wood, not live trees or branches cut 

from live trees.

To extinguish a campfi re, allow the wood 

to burn completely to ash if possible.

Pour water on the fi re, drowning all embers, 

not just any that are red.

Pour water until any hissing sounds stop.

Stir the ashes and embers with a shovel.

Scrape sticks and logs to remove any embers.

Make sure all materials are wet and cold to the touch.

If you don’t have water, you can suffocate the fi re 

by adding loose dirt.
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The Forest Service and Smokey the Bear offer the 

following tips for building and putting out a campfi re:

Once you have a strong fi re going, add larger 

pieces of dry wood to keep it burning steadily.

Keep your fi re to a manageable size.

Make sure children and pets are supervised 

when near the fi re.

Never leave a campfi re unattended.

Use dry wood, not live trees or branches cut 

from live trees.

To extinguish a campfi re, allow the wood 

to burn completely to ash if possible.

Pour water on the fi re, drowning all embers, 

not just any that are red.

Pour water until any hissing sounds stop.

Stir the ashes and embers with a shovel.

Scrape sticks and logs to remove any embers.

Make sure all materials are wet and cold to the touch.
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Manufacturers of custom designed

dmber frame and log

Forever homes since 1979.

www.honestabe.com  800-231-3695

Forever looks better from here...

Starting from Scratch

If you’re designing your own cabin, you 

can make it easier to entertain a crowd. 

Start by considering your kitchen: An 

open layout will encourage people to help 

in the kitchen. If space permits, you can 

create a second prep station in the kitch-

en. Consider a secondary refrigerator or 

freezer in a location where guests can eas-

ily help themselves to drinks and ice. 

Will you often serve meals outside? 

If possible, locate your outdoor eating 

area close to the kitchen. Consider where 

you can place a fi repit or grill. Is there 

space to create a full outdoor kitchen? 

Plan ahead for food storage. If your 

cabin is miles from the nearest grocery 

store, a large pantry will help you keep es-

sentials for feeding guests on hand. Will 

you need a spot to stow guests’ coolers, 

large serving pieces or oversized pots and 

pans that you don’t use every day?  

Designing your home with entertain-

ing in mind will make it that much easier 

to serve a crowd with ease.  CBC
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READER LOGBOOK

Searching for a Builder

Compliments for the well-done and 

comprehensive edition of the 2015 

Buyer’s Guide. However, since I live 

in upstate New York, I am somewhat 

puzzled as to why the builder/dealer 

by state directory does not list any 

builders/dealers in the state of New 

York. Is there a reason?

 Sharon Stempson

Via email

Thanks for your letter. We include 

listings of builder/dealers from companies 

that advertise in that particular issue.

New York-based builder/dealers listed 

in the buyer’s guide of our sister 

publication, Log Home Living, include 

the following:

Alta Log Homes (altaloghomes.com) 

Beaver Mountain Log & Cedar Homes 

(beavermtn.com) 

Cedar Knoll Log Homes 

(cedarknollloghomes.com)

Lok N Logs (loknlogs.com)

Allegiance Log Homes 

(northeasternlog.com)

Marshall Scott Contracting, Inc. 

(315-866-7518).

Best of luck in your search, and be 

sure to send us photos when your cabin 

is complete. 

CORRECTION

The log package for the home featured in Mountaintop Hideaway (page 30-39, 

Country’s Best Cabins, June 2015) was supplied by Log Homes of the Smokies. 

For more information, call 888-586-1916 or go to loghomesofthesmokies.net. 

facebook.com/countrysbestcabins

pinterest.com/CBCmagazine

Download Country’s Best Cabins 
and enjoy it on your iPad, Kindle 
and Nook today! Annual 
subscriptions and individual 
issues available for purchase. 
loghomeliving.com/digital

cabin connections

FOREVER

SMARTER

FASTER

Complete Structural Insulated 
Panel (SIP) Systems for Log, 
Timber Frame & Conventional 
Construction

Contact us to learn more about 

ISIP® & INTEGROOVE®

TTongue & Groove Roof 
Systems

Higher Energy Efficiency 
= Savings

Lifetime Durability = 
Savings

Quickest Install = Lower 
Construction Costs

Call today for a free information 
packet and DVD, and a no cost 
estimate of your plans.

800.643.3786 
www.eaglepanelsystems.com
sales@eaglepanelsystems.com

1979-2014

35 Years



Capture the

Real people. Real stories.

omentM Home of Gary & Robin, CA
Stained with Capture® Chestnut/Hazelnut

& Cascade® Clear Coat

Photo: ©2011 Brett Christenson/Photographer

Gary & Robin‘s Story
The best years of my life have been with friends and family in the mountains of Southern 

California. A world away in just a couple hours. Leaving behind the hustle and bustle 

of the city, you’re among the trees, animals, blue sky, and fresh air. I got this love of the 

outdoors from my dad. He had an old cabin right by Lake Arrowhead on the edge of the 

National Forest.... 

(Their home shown above)

800-767-5656 • www.sashco.com

For the rest of Gary & Robin’s Story 
Or to find a Dealer or get FREE samples

Scan here or go to http://bit.ly/capture-the-moment Follow Sashcoinc on:

Your log home will be the backdrop for so many moments in the years to come, 

so choose a staining system that’s up to the task. Capture® log stain and Cascade®

clear coat combine unmatched durability and easy maintenance for years of 

memory-worthy beauty.

Will your log home look 
this great in 10 years?
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Decked Out
Keeping your deck looking as good as new. 

HOW TO

12  Country’s Best Cabins |  August 2015 |  countrysbestcabins.com
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O
utdoor living is almost syn-

onymous with cabin life. A 

deck (or two) makes a great 

spot to eat, entertain or just 

relax. Because it’s a horizontal surface, 

wood decking is subject to constant wear 

and tear from exposure to the elements, 

foot traffc and accumulating debris.  

Keeping your deck looking as good as 

possible for as long as possible requires 

some maintenance. 

The frst step to re-fnishing your deck 

is easy: Check the local weather forecast 

to fnd a stretch of clear, mild weather. 

Most products are best applied in tem-

peratures that are not too hot or cold, and 

not in direct sunlight. It’s ideal to have 

no rain for several days. “If rain can’t be 

avoided, be sure to protect the stain from 

direct rainfall for one to two days after the 

stain is applied to prevent it from being 

washed off the surface,” suggests Sashco, 

a building products supplier located in 

Colorado. 

Choosing a Product   

A variety of products are available for use 

on your deck: some are water (acrylic)-

based and others are oil-based. If your 

deck has been treated previously, it’s best 

to stick with a similar product when re-

treating, unless you plan to strip the wood 

completely. 

Fans of water/acrylic-based products 

appreciate the products’ ability to breathe 

and fex with wood’s movement. They 

also like the easy clean-up. Some people 

prefer the way oil-based treatments pen-

etrate the wood’s surface. Newer wood 

fnishes on the market combine the best 

of both water and oil-based formulas.  

You can also choose how opaque your 

wood fnish will be, depending on the 

look you prefer. In general, according to 

Cabot, a wood stain manufacturer, there 

is a range of options. A colorless weath-

er-protecting wood fnish will screen 

harmful UV rays, help your deck repel 

moisture and preserve the natural grain 

and beauty of the wood. Some products 

provide all those benefts and add a bit of 

color in the form of a wood stain. A semi-

transparent stain may resist fading a bit 

longer. Weathered wood decking may re-

quire a more full-bodied fnish to extend 

its useful life.  Explore your options in lo-

cal home improvement stores and online. 

If you have a log home, you may want to 

sample deck stains to ensure color com-

patibility with your cabin’s log walls. 

Start Clean

Before you can apply any stain or wood 

treatment, you should clean debris from 

the surface of the deck and between 

boards. You can use a broom or putty knife 

or pressure washer on a low setting. Unless 

you have rough, degraded wood planks or 

stained decking, you should not need to 

sand, strip or chemically clean the deck.  

Once you’ve prepped your deck, plan 

to start staining fairly soon. Raw wood 

can be damaged by UV rays in just a few 

weeks. A clean deck is key to your wood 

treatment product adhering well and 

Introducing
The Next Generation Of Exceptional Wood Protection! 

WOODguard
®

XL WOODguard
®

SWO

• New Preservative System with
 Two Synergistic Biocides
• Longer-Lasting for 3-5 Years of Protection
• Improved Vivid Colors for Cleaner,
 Brighter Finish

• Superior Penetrating, Water-Repellant
 Treatment
• Ideally Suited for Pressure-Treated Logs,
 Decks, Docks and Pilings
• Highlights Natural Grain of Wood



standing up to exposure.   

Use a sprayer, brush, roller or stain pad 

to stain one or two entire boards, Sashco 

says. Then back-brush the stain into the 

wood, giving the stain good penetration 

and an even appearance. Less is better than 

more: A too-heavy coating of stain can re-

sult in a sticky or spotty fnish. Applying 

two coats can help the stain last longer.  

Allow the wood treatment to dry be-

fore walking on the deck or replacing 

furniture. To help prolong the life of your 

stain, try to sweep dirt, pollen and leaves 

off your deck regularly, Sashco suggests. 

The company recommends sweeping light 

dustings of snow off the deck, or removing 

heavier snow with a plastic shovel.  

How Often? 

Your deck maintenance routine may vary 

depending on the type of wood treatment 

you use. Follow the instructions provided 

with the product, or visit the manufac-

turer’s web site for further information. 

Some companies recommend re-treating 

of decks every one to two years.  If you’re 

unsure if it’s time to re-stain your deck, 

Cabot suggests spraying a bit of water on 

the surface. If your stain repels the water, 

it’s still working. 

While you may not look forward to 

deck maintenance, remember the old say-

ing about an ounce of prevention: Stick-

ing to a regular schedule of treating your 

deck will keep it from degrading so much 

that it will require a major, time-consum-

ing refnishing job.   CBC

A GOOD START
A new deck can enjoy a long life if its builder follows good construction 

practices. If you plan to do the work yourself, make sure you understand 

your local building codes as they relate to decks and railings. Read and 

follow the instructions on deck hardware and fasteners. 

You want to ensure that water or soil doesn’t remain in contact 

with your deck’s structural posts and joists. Flashing and post caps can 

help create physical barriers that will prolong the life of wood—even 

pressure-treated lumber. 

Care should also be taken when installing the actual decking. 

Wood-care product manufacturer Perma-Chink Systems says their crew 

members sometimes see mistakes in the orientation of decking boards. 

“Wood most often warps in the direction of the growth rings,” accord-

ing to Perma-Chink. If those growth rings face down, the boards will 

“crown,” creating a high spot in the center of the board that tapers to 

lowered edges. This curve helps the board shed water. Attach the boards 

with growth rings up, and the boards may cup, leading to water pooling 

on the boards and contributing to failing wood treatments and decay.

If contractors will build your cabin’s deck, talk to them about what 

steps they will take to help the deck last longer.  

• 20 Years of Proven Performance
• Easy One-Coat Application
• Exceptional Water Repellency
• UV and Termite Protection

Photo courtesy of PapiLitaLand Vacation Rental.

WOODguard ® is a registered trademark of IBC Manufacturing Company.

BEE Gone® is a registered trademark of ISK Americas Incorporated.

Insecticide Concentrate for Control 
Against Carpenter Bees and other 
Wood-destroying Insects

BEE Gone
®

Nature’s
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HANDCRAFTER

Cast Off
Maine artisan transforms trash into treasure. 

Michelle Kinerson has 

discovered a unique 

and beautiful way 

to repurpose rope 

that once connected 

lobstermen’s buoys to 

traps on the bottom 

of the ocean foor. 

Customers from 

Germany to California 

and beyond have 

purchased her goods 

as fun and functional 

reminders of Maine.

WHY LOG HOME OUTLET?
Quality log homes at the lowest prices!

Dry logs, from standing dead timbers!

TPI grade stamped logs!

Log Home design & engineering available!

Machined & Handcrafted beams available from 

6" to 48" in diameters, & up to 42 ft. in length!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Yes, we ship everywhere!

Call, or visit us online for a free brochure!

(Swedish Cope Prices include saddle notched corners.)

DIAM. STANDARD CABIN

6" N/A $2.52 L.F.
7" $4.26 L.F. $3.68 L.F.
8" $5.31 L.F. $4.63 L.F.
9" $7.33 L.F. $6.29 L.F.
10" $8.97 L.F. $7.71 L.F.
12" $13.94 L.F. $11.14 L.F.
14" $16.54 L.F. $14.26 L.F.
16" N/A   $21.41 L.F.

(Swedish Cope half log siding available
for 40% less than above shown prices.)

Log Home Outlet Inc.
Phone: (208) 542-2772 

Fax: (208) 535-0343
sales@loghomeoutlet.com
www.loghomeoutlet.com
Prices & promotions subject to change without notice.

*Free shipping with minimum purchase.

(Accessories alone do not qualify for the free shipping promotion.)

Photo depicts a 10" cabin appearance kit.

“ACCESSORIES”
Milled log railing __________ $13/ lin. ft.
Hand peeled log railing ____ $16/ lin. ft.
Log stair sets ______________ From $1,275

1" X 6" T&G decking ______ $.58/ lin. ft.
2" X 6" T&G decking ______ $1.14/lin. ft.
Lumber Maker (log tool) ___ $103
Log Wizard (log tool) ______ $225
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W
hen she saw rope door mats 

for sale in a local gift shop, 

Maine resident and designer 

Michelle Kinerson thought, 

“I could make those.” 

With help from instructions she found 

online, Kinerson built a jig and wove her 

fi rst mats from used rope salvaged from a 

lobsterman friend. “But I put my own spin 

on them,” she says.  

Now Kinerson’s mats with her unique 

color combinations are sought after by 

people from all around the world. 

Re-use

Living in Cape Porpoise, Maine, Kinerson 

is familiar with local lobster fi shing and 

the lobstermen’s need for sturdy, depend-

able rope to haul their precious catch on 

board. “The fi shermen replace their rope 

about once a year,” she explains. “They ei-

ther throw it away or burn it.” Determined 

to give this rope a second life, Kinerson 

now works with the Maine Lobstermen’s 

Association, purchasing tons of retired 

rope all along the coast. She recently 

picked up 26,000 pounds of rope from just 

14 fi shermen. 

With plenty of raw materials and cus-

tomers clamoring to bring a little bit of 

Maine to their homes, Kinerson needed 

more time to weave the mats. As luck 

would have it, she was let go of her ad-

ministrative job. “It was a blessing in dis-

guise,” she says. Her mat and home décor 

business, Cape Porpoise Trading Co., now 

employs her and a few helpers year ‘round. 

The perks for Kinerson are being able 

to support her community, making a liv-

ing in her own backyard and savoring 

her unique coastal location. “I love where 

I live,” she says. “This is about a lifestyle 

for me. I get to work outside looking over 

a tidal creek.” When the weather is fair, 

Kinerson takes her boat out for a spin in 

the afternoons. 

Function and Form

Kinerson takes custom orders or uses her 

design sense to mix colors and patterns 

on her mats, which she offers in two sizes 

Enjoy the convenience,
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home, dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to
clean ash, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS • 2639 Andjon • Dallas, Texas 75220

Come be inspired at CustomWoodHomes.com

customWOOD HOME tours

R

TIMBERBLOCK
The revolutionary R-30 insulated log home

PRECISIONCRAFT
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through her online shop on Etsy. She has a 

rainbow of rope colors to choose from, be-

cause fshermen use a variety of colors to help 

them identify quickly the length of each rope. 

One lobsterman might use blue ropes for fsh-

ing at a 30-foot depth, while his orange ropes 

might be longer for deeper fshing. Each lob-

sterman decides what colors to use on his boat.

Maintaining the recycled-rope door mats 

is easy. A soiled mat can be turned over or 

hosed off if necessary. And although the used 

rope may not be strong enough to hold up to 

the rigors of fshing with heavy lobster traps in 

Maine’s rough waters, it will still last for years 

and years as a welcome mat. 

Kinerson has shipped orders across the 

country and around the world; often to peo-

ple who have visited her beloved state. “They 

like to have a piece of Maine as a reminder,” 

she says. Other customers appreciate that she’s 

re-using a material destined for the landfll. 

Kinerson delights in bringing a pop of color 

into daily life. “It turns something mundane 

into a piece of art,” she says. “It lights people 

up when they see it.”  CBC

• Log Cleaners 

• Wood Strippers 

• Sanding & Blasting  
Materials  

• Mildewcide 

• Insect Control Products  

• Preservatives 

• Log Repair/Wood Fillers 

• Caulk Guns & Equipment  

• Paint Brushes 

• Application Tools  

• Fasteners & Log Gasket 

• Exterior Stains  

• Caulking & Chinking 
Products  

• Interior Wood Finishes  

• Bar Top & Hobby  
Coatings

I Wood Care:  
7898 State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460 

1-800-721-7715 • info@iwoodc.com • www.iwoodc.com

• Call us for expert advice on products and 
applications 

• We ship product to your job site or you can pick up 
at our store

• Protect your investment with I-Wood-Care home care 
products

I-Wood-Care’s staff is ready to help you!

I Wood Care: 

We carry Sashco • Perma-Chink • Weatherseal • Sikkens • Q8 Log Oil • Lifetime • And More!

We Are the Largest Distributor  
of Professional Log Maintenance 

Products in the Northeast!
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capeporpoisetradingco.com 

207-216-3517

contact

LEFT: Kinerson’s durable mats attract all kinds of admirers. 

ABOVE: Having a variety of colored rope helps lobster 

fshermen keep track of the length of their lines. 

Your legacy for generations

1.800.962.4734

Jimbarnalog.com
Jimbarnatimberframe.com

i n n o v a t i v e DESIGNS

             ATTENTION to
      ever y  DETAIL

UNPARALLELED

                     craftmanship

Quality you can trust. Lasting beauty you will treasure.
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Keep, Cut or Plant? 
A guide to trees and your cabin.  

LANDSCAPES By Wyatt Myers
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W
hen you imagine the perfect 

site for your dream cabin, 

there are probably at least a 

few trees in your vision. Af-

ter all, there’s a reason many people 

choose a wooded lot for building their 

cabins, rather than a bare, tree-less site.

Visualizing your beautiful cabin 

nestled in among the trees is easy: Actu-

ally building on a tree-covered lot can be 

tricky. While trees are beautiful, they can 

also pose a number of challenges when it 

comes to actually building your home. 

Large root systems can present risks for 

driveways, foundations or septic systems. 

And the construction process can make 

some trees vulnerable and increase the 

risk of them falling in the years ahead.

For reasons of aesthetics and safety, 

give careful consideration to trees when 

planning to build your cabin. By making 

some important decisions upfront when 

it comes to which trees to keep, which 

trees to remove and which to plant, you 

can ensure that your cabin and trees can 

exist in perfect harmony for many years 

to come.

Surveying the Site

When you’re getting started on a new 

cabin, it’s easy to overlook the trees in 

favor of the home’s design. But Matthew 

Sullivan, a landscape architect with Sud-

bury Design Group in Massachusetts, 

says consideration of the trees should be-

gin very early in the process. “Doing an 

initial site analysis of the lot and trees is 

the most important aspect of executing 

a successful design,” he says. He suggests 

bringing a landscape architect to the site 

to examine the health and quality of the 

trees. The architect’s fndings may shape 

the overall decision on house siting and 

landscape design.  

If the lot is heavily wooded, for ex-

ample, it’s not as easy as simply clear-

ing a wide swath of land to make room 

for the cabin. “Trees in a forest setting 
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work together,” says Wesley Kocher, a 

certifed arborist and educational de-

velopment manager of the International 

Society of Arboriculture. “The trees are 

typically tall, slender and have no lower 

branches. So if you clear for a home site, 

you create a void in protection. It can 

make the trees on the perimeter of the 

clearing more likely to take damage or 

even fall on the house at some point in 

the future.”

If possible, Kocher says you can over-

come this concern by looking for a natu-

ral clearing on the land as a possible home 

site. Also, look for larger trees with lower 

branches. These have likely grown in 

more open conditions and should remain 

sturdy in the years ahead.

The roots are another key consider-

ation. “Trees aren’t like carrots,” Kocher 

says. “Their roots often extend well be-

yond the canopy of the trees.” So you’ll 

need to give trees a wide berth when it 

comes to building your home’s founda-

tion, driveway and septic system. Build-

ing too close to the tree poses the risk of 

future damage to some of your home’s 

essential components. And if you have to 

remove or excavate too much of the root 

system, it could greatly compromise the 

health of the tree, as well.

Construction Considerations

Fortunately, there are a number of ways 

that trees and your cabin can coexist. 

Proper planning upfront and taking ap-

propriate precautions before you build 

will protect trees you want to keep. The 

trees that remain on your site will not just 

look good; they will work hard, too. The 

U.S.  Forest Service estimates that prop-

erly placed trees can reduce a home’s need 

for heating and air-conditioning. The 

U.S. Department of Energy says that just 

three trees can save an average household 

between $100 and $250 in energy costs 

annually. 

Saving trees is worthwhile. “Prevent-

ing compaction on the root mass can be 

controlled by installing temporary fenc-

ing around the trees’ canopy line,” Sulli-

van notes. “It is very important to stay out 

of the critical root zone for the construc-

tion process. Also some trees can be put 

on a fertilization program if they are re-

quired to be stressed during the construc-

tion process.”

Kocher suggests talking with your 

contractors to make sure tree health is 

promoted as much as possible. Some of 

GET IN THE ZONE

With trees, what you can’t see is critical: Tree roots  

extend far beyond the diameter of the tree’s canopy. 

And while a tree’s trunk or branches can be subject to 

cuts or breakage during construction, the most serious 

injury to a tree is root damage, says the University of 

Minnesota’s Extension. In general, the Extension esti-

mates that the vast majority of a tree’s root system sits 

just one to three feet below the surface of the soil.

Keeping a treasured tree safe during construction 

requires you to identify the tree’s protected root zone 

(PRZ) on the ground around the tree. According to the 

UMN Extension, this circular zone typically extends from 

the tree’s trunk out to the tips of the leaves, or the tree’s 

dripline. Keep construction trucks out of the PRZ by 

cordoning it off with temporary fencing during the build-

ing process. Don’t park cars or pile heavy construction 

materials in this area beneath the tree’s branches, either. 

Excess weight in the PRZ can compact soil and impair the 

root’s ability to gather water and nutrients.  

If you want to be extra careful, the UMN Exten-

sion explains how to estimate a tree’s critical root 

radius, which is larger than the PRZ. First, measure the 

tree diameter in inches at a height of 4.5 feet up from 

the base, then multiply that number by 1 for a hardy 

younger tree and by 1.5 for an older, sensitive or less 

healthy tree. Express the result in feet. So, if a tree trunk 

measures 15 inches in diameter, its critical root radius 

would be 15 to 22.5 feet. Fencing off this area can help 

minimize damage to the root structure and keep the tree 

healthy and strong.
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the steps that help are simple, such as 

having a designated parking zone for 

construction vehicles that won’t harm 

the trees, or not depositing dug-up soil 

on top of a tree’s root system. When 

digging, it’s also important for contrac-

tors to stick to the original footprint of 

the foundation or driveway as closely as 

possible. Keeping tabs on excavation will 

minimize the impact on the surrounding 

tree root structures.

Obviously, you want to avoid damag-

ing trees you hope to keep. But if dam-

age does occur during the construction 

process, it’s probably best to take care of 

it immediately. “If a piece of equipment 

damages the roots extensively (bulldozer 

rash), the tree will probably die or get dis-

eased,” says John Ricketson, project man-

ager for Hearthstone in Macon, Georgia. 

It is much less expensive (and far less dan-

gerous to people and property) to remove 

a questionable tree before construction 

starts, Ricketson says.

Where to Plant New Trees

The decision to add new trees to your 

property will depend on your site and 

your own wants and needs. “The planting 

design is based off a client’s desires, as well 

as taking functional purposes into ac-

count,” Sullivan says. “Trees can be plant-

ed for shade as well as aesthetics around 

the foundation of a house or around the 

terrace or patio.”  

In general, however, two rules for 

planting trees are fairly consistent: It’s 

a good idea to plant deciduous trees on 

the exposed south and west faces of the 

home. “These offer shade in the warmer 

months of summer,” Kocher says. “Then, 

in the winter the leaves fall off and let the 

sun in for warmth.” Be sure you know 

how large the trees you’re planting tend 

to grow and allow for enough space be-

tween your cabin or outbuildings and 

the new tree. Cabins in areas prone to 

wildfre must take extra precaution when 

planting trees. 

Knowing the direction of prevailing 

winds on your property will guide you in 

planting a windbreak. Kocher says coni-

fer trees, which do not lose their leaves, 

can help protect your cabin from wind all 

year long.

The Arbor Day Foundation offers 

guidelines for choosing the right tree for 

your climate and the space available on 

your site. Go to arborday.org for more in-

formation.  CBC

TIMBER!

Can’t decide whether a tree should 

stay or go? The University of Min-

nesota Extension offers the following 

tips for choosing which trees to save 

during construction:

n Save the best and chip the rest. 

Use those wood chips to provide a 

blanket of protection over the root 

systems of trees that can be saved.

n Select tree species that ft the 

spatial constraints of the site, 

remembering that trees grow 

throughout their lives. Be sure to 

consider overhead powerlines.

n Young, small trees tend to survive 

disturbance better than old, large 

trees.

n Large trees almost never survive 

within 5 feet of a new building 

and should not be kept.

n Healthy young trees that fall in the 

construction zone may be saved 

by transplanting.

n Don’t put all your eggs in one 

basket! Save a mixture of tree  

species to safeguard your land-

scape against contagious diseases 

or insects.

n Improve tree survival by saving 

groups of trees rather than  

individuals.
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S
torage can be an issue in 

any home, but things get 

particularly tight in small 

cabins. Even if you’ve 

downsized your abode, odds are you have 

more space than you think. Much more. 

And you’ll be amazed at how much you 

can ft into those spaces. 

All you need is an eye for picking out 

the storage opportunities most home-

owners overlook.

Nooks and Crannies

Take your typical closet, for example. 

“If you hang a coat in a normal coat closet, 

usually there’s two or three feet at the bot-

tom that’s not used,” says Steve Kemp of 

the Atlanta architectural frm Kemp Hall 

Studio. Capture that space by installing a 

cabinet or shelving unit.

The space under staircases is another 

storage goldmine. Add cabinetry or shelv-

ing, or carve out space there for a walk-in 

closet, computer work station or a play 

space for the kids. 

Got a spacious hallway? Give that 

wasted circulation space more purpose. 

A little craft desk along one side of the 

hallway can serve as additional storage 

while making the area more functional, 

Kemp says.

Space behind the knee walls in rooms 

with sloped ceilings lends itself well to 

built-in closets or cabinetry. The upper 

area of the room can be transformed into 

a loft either for extra storage or as a kid’s 

room. You may not be able to stand up 

in it, but the kids are sure to love having 

their own small, adult-free space.

Kitchen Cubbies

In a small kitchen, you can ft shallow 

drawers into the toekicks beneath your 

lower cabinetry for storing fat items like 

placemats, tablecloths and linens. Cabi-

nets built into the base of an eat-at coun-

ter can stow away baking pans or dishes. 

Some cabinet companies even offer back-

Uncovering Overlooked Storage  
When dealing with small spaces, every inch counts.
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splashes with interior storage.

“One area to look at is above your 

stove where the hood typically goes,” says 

Jonas DiCaprio of Denver-based Design 

Platform. “If the hood is vented through 

a cabinet, have your cabinet supplier or 

fnish carpenter build in around that vent 

to get back some valuable space for spices, 

oils and other cooking essentials.”

Sometimes stock cabinets don’t ft 

perfectly in a kitchen space, leaving you 

with a space too small to accommodate 

a full cabinet. DiCaprio recommends 

installing a vertical pan rack or cutting 

board holder in that tall, narrow space. 

Banquettes are also a huge space-saver 

in a kitchen, whether they form a U-shape 

around a table or are just a bench on one 

side of the table. “They eliminate the need 

for additional circulation behind the seat-

ing and allow a table to nest into a tight 

corner of the kitchen,” DiCaprio says. Add 

a lift-up top on the banquette or drawers 

that come out from the front for extra 

storage under the seating. Use the same 

concept with window seats to nab addi-

tional storage space around the house.

“Bathrooms are always tough areas,” 

says Jeff Balmer of Lands End Develop-

ment, a custom home builder in Crosslake, 

Minnesota. Tough, but not impossible.

Capitalize on the space beneath a 

bench in or outside of the shower with a 

couple of deep drawers. A tub surround 

can offer similar storage opportunities 

beneath the bathtub. Likewise, drawers 

can be tucked into any steps leading up 

to the tub.

In a pinch, utilizing the space between 

the toilet tank and the foor or installing 

drawers in the toekick space underneath 

vanities and cabinets can provide some 

extra space.

Tucked Away

Balmer says he’ll occasionally see a ped-

estal sink with a small piece of furniture 

next to it for storage. But because bath-

rooms tend to measure in on the small 

side, it’s best to go easy on the furniture.

That’s likely why there’s such a strong 

preference for vanities built around the 

sink, even in powder rooms. They hold 

everything from toiletries to extra towels 

or toilet paper. “The older vanities tended 

to have a false panel at the top because of 

the plumbing behind it,” Balmer explains. 

“A lot of the newer ones will do a couple of 

small drawers or one big drawer with the 

back of the drawer cut out in a particular 

shape to adapt to the plumbing.”

Drawers have also found their way 

into kitchens. Especially in lower cabine-

try, as drawers eliminate the need to open 

cabinet doors, bend over and strain to see 

what’s tucked in back. They also save on 

space within the cabinet box, according 

to DiCaprio.

Another overlooked area is above the 

refrigerator. A cabinet extending from 

the top of the fridge to the ceiling is per-

fect for those infrequently used appli-

ances. Align the cabinet with the depth of 

the refrigerator as opposed to that of the 

other cabinets to eke out as many inches 

as possible.

If you have room for a pantry cabinet 

in your kitchen, consider stretching it to 

the ceiling for maximum storage. For a 

walk-in pantry, DiCaprio recommends 

carefully spacing your shelving vertically 

so as not to leave excess space between 

the top of the items you’re storing and the 

shelf above them. Also consider storing 

bulky items on the foor below the frst 

row of shelving.

Balmer suggests jogging the wall be-

hind a standard fridge to get the counter-

depth look without sacrifcing the ca-

pacity of a full-depth refrigerator. In the 

bathroom, the toilet can also be recessed 

into the wall to reclaim some space and 

align the depth of the toilet closer to that 

of the vanity. The same trick also works 

with the medicine cabinet.

Consider an over-the-toilet cabinet 

or open storage, like shelves and hanging 

baskets, for over the toilet. These storage 

units have a bit more depth than a medi-

cine cabinet and are great for tucking 

away towels or larger toiletries.

Clearing clutter helps, but there will 

always be items that need a place to be-

long. Most houses have pockets of space 

that often go unnoticed, Kemp says. “It 

ultimately comes down to looking at ev-

ery nook and cranny in your home and 

fguring out how you can use them.”  CBC

LEFT: Look for spaces, like this area below  

a set of stairs, to add extra storage in a 

small home. 

RIGHT: A built-in cubby turns a knee 

wall into a functional shelf for toys and 

books. Cupboards fll the space beneath 

the window seat. 



The house faces south for maximum sun. 

The homeowners chose Coventry Log 

Home’s Ascutney model and modifi ed it to 

add more windows, a shed dormer and a 

more open fl oor plan. The deep deck runs 

around three sides of the home. Out back, a 

pergola awaits a planned outdoor kitchen.
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in New England.
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T
his past winter gave the 

Northeast a real jolt with re-

cord snowfalls and frigid 

temperatures. But Kym 

Smith and Wayne Carpenter stayed com-

fortable in their log cabin all season burn-

ing just a cord of wood and using their ra-

diant foor heat.

“It’s been said that cabins can never get 

a good energy rating, but this home is one 

of the tightest buildings in the state of New 

Hampshire,” says Andy Kapchensky, own-

er of AK Construction in Lempster, New 

Hampshire, and the builder of the couple’s 

log cabin. The home was given a Five-Star 

Plus Energy Rating through the U.S. En-

vironmental Protection Agency’s Energy 

Star program.

Energy effciency wasn’t the only rea-

son Kym and Wayne couldn’t wait to move 

into their log home.

A New Lifestyle

Kym wanted more land to exercise her 

horses and had always wanted a log home. 

She and Wayne planned to purchase 

property where they would build a home 

and eventually retire. In 2011, the couple 

bought seven acres on a dead-end road 

with potential views of New Hampshire’s 

Sunapee ski area. They decided then and 

there to make the spot a full-time residence 

right away.

They had the land cleared and pur-

chased an Ascutney cabin model from 

Coventry Log Homes, a manufacturer 

based in Woodsville, New Hampshire. 

The couple worked with Coventry’s de-

sign staff to make a few modifcations to 

the stock plan: They added more windows, 

expanded the kitchen and opened up the 

foor plan. And since they would live there 

full time, Kym says, “We wanted it to be as 

ABOVE: Soaring ceilings and 

lots of windows bring in natural 

light. The living room’s dark teak 

hardwood foor makes a nice 

contrast with the lighter colored 

walls.

OPPOSITE: A stone hearth was 

on Kym Smith’s wish list for the 

cabin. It includes a customized 

wood box. The beam at a lower 

ceiling height helps defne the 

room and adds an architectural 

element that fts the geometric 

shapes of the room’s design.
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energy effcient as we could get it.”

According to Richard Titorenko, a 

salesperson for Coventry Log Homes, all 

the company’s materials are “eligible to be 

fve-star energy rated.” The logs are pre-

cut, lettered and numbered at the factory 

and then taken to the site to be stacked into 

exterior walls.

Kapchensky faced the house south 

for maximum sunlight and built it in six 

months. A deep open deck ringing the 

front and sides is perfect for entertain-

ing. “It’s a great area where we can have a 

few people over and not worry about the 

neighbors,” says Kym, a competitive barrel 

racer who keeps a horse and mini-donkey 

in a barn on the property. The couple loves 

to hike, snowshoe, cross-country ski and 

walk their dogs in the nearby woods.

Weather or Not

To get the energy effciency they were look-

ing for, Kapchensky made sure that areas 

where air can leak out or in—corners and 

between the logs—were sealed. “We did 

stick framing in the roof and we used a lot 

of spray foam in the corners, rafters and 

foor joists,” he says. The basement is built 

with reinforced ICF (insulated concrete 

forms)—basically 2 1/2-inch-thick styro-

foam panels flled with concrete. “Then 

there’s an ice and water shield on the out-

side as added protection from critters,” he 

explains. The basement, like the rest of the 

home, has radiant heat foors, which are 

fueled by propane.

According to the EPA, to achieve the 

highest energy rating, a new home has to 

have comprehensive air sealing, properly 
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Stone, wood, 

slate and granite 

add varied tex-

ture and color to 

the sleek kitchen. 

A tin backsplash 

refects light and 

makes the kitchen 

feel like a vintage 

work space.



32  Country’s Best Cabins |  August 2015 |  countrysbestcabins.com

The downstairs bath-

room features a vanity 

made from reclaimed log 

cabin wood and a round 

copper sink bowl.
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Log Home Manufacturer: Coventry Log Homes 
(800-308-7505; coventryloghomes.com) 

Builder: AK Construction (603-398-3908)

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,100

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHROOMS: 2

installed insulation, high-performance windows, a 

high-effciency heating and cooling system, com-

prehensive water management system, and energy-

effcient lighting and appliances. Kym and Wayne 

purchased Energy Star appliances, LED lighting 

and an air-exchange system. Because the house is so 

tight, the couple installed a heat recovery ventilator 

(HRV) in the basement to bring fresh air in from the 

outside.

A Home Energy Rating Score (HERS) showed all 

the extra steps taken in construction paid off. The 

HERS index is a number between 0 and 100 that 

represents a home’s energy use compared to homes 

of similar size and shape that were built to the mini-

mum energy code. For example, a home with an 

index of 80 means that it uses 80 percent of the en-

ergy consumed by a similar home built to minimum 

code.

After a home is built, a third-party rater col-

lects data from tests such as the blower door, which 

measures air infltration, to come up with a rating. 

Kym and Wayne’s cabin was rated by the local utility 

company. “It came in at 47 and got a fve-plus rating. 

We’re pretty proud of that,” Kapchensky says, add-

ing that because the score was so good “the people 

who did the test thought their machine was broken.” 

Not only will the couple save energy and see savings 

on their utility bills, but they also received rebates.   

Finishing Touches

For a home to be truly wonderful, it should be beau-

tiful as well as functional. Kym and Wayne chose a 

knotty cedar for the interior of the pine log house. 

It makes a great contrast with the kitchen’s blackish 

granite counters and grey slate tile as well as the teak 

hardwood foors used in the rest of the home. The 

ever-practical Kym says the teak foors “are really 

durable for the dogs’ claws and work well with the 

radiant heat, which can fuctuate with the tempera-

ture and humidity.”

The 24-by-32-foot home has two bedrooms: one 

up and one down. The master bedroom occupies 

the entire top foor and includes a walk-in closet and 

full bath. In the living room, Kym’s must-have was 

a stone chimney. The stone, purchased from a Ver-

mont quarry, is from an old Calvin Coolidge home 

site. Both the living room and master bedroom have 

exposed beams for a timber frame touch.

Now the horses, the dogs and their owners all 

have plenty of trails to roam as well as a cozy, warm 

home—or barn—to come home to. “It’s quiet and 

relaxing and the mountain views are phenomenal,” 

Kym says. What more could they ask for? 
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The steeply pitched roof’s 

overhang shades the front 

porch. A local artist carved a 

moose into the front door, 

which the couple purchased 

from Timber Valley Mill Works.
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to infi nity
Making memories in an Idaho cabin. 

story by TERESA WOLFF  photos by KARL NEUMANN

Set on the pristine Priest 

Lake in northern Idaho, 

this vacation cabin was 

designed to feel one with 

the sand and water. Nat-

ural materials ground the 

cabin with its natural set-

ting. Extra wide 18-inch 

concrete steps serve a 

dual purpose as access to 

the lake from the cabin 

and as extra seating 

space for outdoor living. 

Soaring eaves protect the 

upper balconies.
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I
f it takes a village to raise a child, 

it takes a community of artisans 

to build a truly special cabin. 

And such a community exists at 

and near Priest Lake. Living in relatively close 

proximity allows this talented group of archi-

tects, builders and craftspeople to form a co-

hesive team that can turn what might be a 

utilitarian cabin into something special.

Priest Lake, located in the northern Idaho 

panhandle just 80 miles north of Spokane, 

Washington, is often touted as one of the 

world’s premiere vacation destinations. For 

many years, Curt and Nancy brought their 

two sons to this high Alpine glacier lake for 

summer vacations, staying in one of the many 

available guest cabins. In 1990, they purchased 

a small non-winterized cabin at the end of a 

steep, single-lane road.

“The cabin worked well for us for summer 

vacations but was impractical for year-round 

visits. When our boys grew up and starting 

having children of their own, we decided it 

was time to fnd something that would suit 

our expanding family,” Curt says.

A Blank Slate

Since they loved their location so much, Curt 

and Nancy decided to tear down the old cabin 

and start over. They had previously worked 

with architect Jon Sayler when they were con-

sidering building a new residence in Spokane. 

They subsequently moved into a home he had 

designed and were very impressed with his 

work.  

“I have been designing homes for over 30 

years and, although I never originally intended 

for it to work out this way, almost 85 percent of 

my business is waterfront homes,” Sayler says. 

That percentage makes sense: Sayler’s area is 

replete with lakes and rivers.

For Curt and Nancy’s home, Sayler’s de-

ABOVE: Glue laminated timbers, 

commonly known as glulams, 

add architectural interest to the 

home’s overhang and are ideal 

for carrying the extra weight of 

heavy snow loads. 

OPPOSITE: Glass lines the front 

of the cabin that overlooks the 

lake. When guests enter from 

the driveway side of the home, 

they can see straight through 

the interior out to the lake. 
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sign team included Eric Owens and Matt 

Kerr, architects in his Sandpoint offce. Ow-

ens, the project manager for the home, played 

a pivotal role by translating the homeown-

ers’ must-haves into a tangible plan the other 

members could use as the blueprint.

They started the cabin design by taking 

into consideration the large amount of pre-

cipitation that falls at Priest Lake. In addition 

to having the reputation of being the rainiest 

place in Idaho, the area also has a yearly aver-

age of six to eight feet of snowfall. Although 

most architects might opt for a steeply 

pitched roof to speed the shedding of snow, 

Sayler has long thought that a gently sloping 

roof, similar to what is found in Swiss chalets, 

is actually preferable. “The idea is to prevent 

the snow from falling off and injuring people 

and damaging property. A fatter roof allows 

the snow to melt naturally,” he explains.

Owens took the low slope idea and de-

signed a tweaked rectangle shape to the roof 

that not only responds to the site, setbacks 

and natural contours, but also provided cover 

where needed: at the outdoor grilling area on 

the lake side and the parking area on the en-

try side.

A second consideration in the design 

was the location of the cabin at the end of a 

single-lane steep road, which made turning 

a standard-sized vehicle around very diff-

cult, if not impossible. To solve the problem, 

Owens created a lower-level shop where the 

family could store their kayaks, catamaran 

and other recreational items. The shop has 

a reinforced concrete roof that doubles as a 

three-car parking slab/carport and automo-

bile turnaround space.

ABOVE: Bleached walnut 

cabinets, custom-made by 

Mingo Mountain Wood-

working, are topped with 

granite. A cable light sys-

tem with LED fxtures high-

lights the kitchen island. 

Open space in the kitchen 

makes room for several 

cooks to work together.

OPPOSITE: A simple 

L-shaped leather couch 

and a set of gray uphol-

stered metal side chairs 

fulfll Nancy’s desire that all 

materials in the home be 

natural. Curt salvaged the 

front door from their old 

cabin and converted it into 

a coffee table. 



Interior designer 

Tammie Ladd 

selected matte-fi nish 

aluminum tiles for 

the kitchen back-

splash to comple-

ment the stainless 

steel vent and 

gas range. Nancy 

selected the cabinet 

hardware to keep 

the lines simple. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  

Stairs with cables in lieu of traditional balusters set the home’s contem-

porary tone.  n  Wood beams and ceilings add warmth and continue 

out to the timbered overhang seen through the windows.  n  The 

reinforced concrete slab roof over the lower-level shop space serves as 

a covered parking area outside the main entrance.  n  The master bath-

room is fnished with Jua Gray limestone tile. n  A rainfall showerhead 

elevates the luxury of the walk-in shower.  n  Architect Jon Sayler fn-

ished the exterior with wire-brushed, sanded and pre-sealed reclaimed 

fr by Montana Timber for a stylish look that’s low-maintenance. 



44  Country’s Best Cabins |  August 2015

View Points

“We loved the large sand-level deck on our 

original cabin,” Curt says, “but above all, 

the cabin had to have an indoor-outdoor 

feel and make the most of the views of the 

lake. After all, Priest Lake is the reason we 

are here.”

Because the unusual shape of the lot 

didn’t lend itself well to a traditional foor 

plan, the architects envisioned the home 

as a modifed rectangle, which allowed for 

the greatest vantage point to the southwest 

overlooking the lake.  

The resulting 2,800-square-foot cabin 

is arranged to accommodate all of the 

family’s wants. The home, which is ac-

cessed on the main level from the carport, 

includes three bedrooms and two baths. 

The master and one of the guest bedrooms 

each have a private balcony with a view of 

the lake. The lower level walks out to the 

lake and includes all of the public spaces: 

living room, dining area, kitchen and a 

family room that could double as a fourth 

bedroom, and a three-quarter bath. As an 

example of how every square inch of the 

cabin was put to a functional use, the area 

under the stairs with the lowest ceiling 

serves as a play nook for the children while 

the taller space was planned as a pantry.

Dream Team

Another critical member of the team was 

Sandau Builders, led by Mike Sandau, 

who lives on Priest Lake and is very fa-

miliar with the climate and challenges of 

building a lakefront home. Von Sandau 

and Dan Griesemer served as foremen for 

the project. Ernie Ahlers, John Haworth 

and Daniel Dixon all contributed to the 

project’s success.

Sandau Builders started construc-

tion in November and had to ensure all 

the materials would be delivered to this 

remote area over snow-packed roads in 

a timely manner.  “I was confdent Mike 

would be on site to supervise the project. 

He has such a good reputation for reliabil-

ity,” Curt adds.

Sandau credits the success of the proj-

ect to his team of craftsmen who have 



A color-infused concrete fi n-

ish accents the wall with the 

gas-burning fi replace in the 

master bedroom. The private 

balcony is outfi tted with 

metal railings. Screens for 

the patio doors retract when 

not in use to allow for unob-

structed views of the lake.



The gas fi replace, with its rustic-

yet-contemporary concrete hearth, 

is one focal point in the room—

the other is the water view just 

beyond the deck, which is

constructed of Ipe wood.
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Main Level

Architects: Jon Sayler and Eric Owens 
(208-265-9160; jonsayler.com)

Builder: Sandau Builders, Inc. (208-443-3324)

Interior Designer: Tammie Ladd Design, Inc. (509-230-7495)

Iron work: Mountain Metal Works (208-263-6031)

Masonry: Kingstone Masonry (509-336-4561; kingstonemasonry.com)

Exterior siding: Montana Timber Products 
(406-552-0462; montanatimberproducts.com)

Cabinets and woodworking: 
Mingo Mountain Woodworking, Inc. 
(509-389-4114; mingomountainwoodworking.com)

Drywall: Premier Drywall Inc. (208-610-1009)

Electrical Contractor: Action Electric (208-265-4789)

Plumbing: Bailey’s Plumbing (208-290-6869)

Light Fixtures: Hubbardton Forge (800-826-4766; hubbardtonforge.com)

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,800

BEDROOMS: 4

BATHROOMS: 3

worked together for many years and are 
dedicated to creating handcrafted homes. 
“We are a package deal so that the home-
owners don’t have to worry if I will be able 
to fi nd subs to complete the job to their 
specifi cations,” Sandau says.

Tammie Ladd, an interior designer, 
worked with Nancy and the other team 
members to select the fi nishing touches. 
The goal was for the home to fl ow seam-
lessly with the lake. Ladd accomplished 
this fl owing feeling by selecting colors that 
harmonized with the natural beauty out-
side the windows. The infi nite view feel 
was achieved by taking a minimalistic ap-
proach to the interior such as in the railings 
and lighting. The home only has as much 

furniture as is required for utility and 
comfort because the real beauty is visible 
through the large expanses of windows.

One of the special aspects of the home 
is the programmable thermostat, which 
the owners can access remotely to adjust 
the heat from their home using their cell 
phones. The reason it is so special is that 
their mechanical engineer son was on the 
team at Honeywell that designed the unit. 
“Because he also is a designer, his input 
was invaluable in helping make this home 
unique,” Nancy says.

Carefree Days
Over the years, Priest Lake has been a spe-
cial place for Curt and Nancy and their 

family. “Almost immediately after we 
began the drive from Spoke to the lake, 
we would begin to relax,” Curt says. The 
couple would look forward to hiking, kay-
aking or sailing the family’s catamaran. 
“We would spend our days, not worrying 
about what needed to be accomplished, 
but rather what different species of wild-
life we might see,” he says.

    “This is where we have good memo-
ries of family and friends,” Nancy says. In 
the new cabin, they are looking forward 
to time spent with their children and 
grandchildren—moments that will last a 
lifetime. “This is truly our infi nity cabin,” 
Nancy says. 
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Rocky Mountain Log Homes photo

Whether you’re seeking 

more information about

 the process of building your 

dream home or looking for 

DIY tips & tricks, our collection 

of webinars and articles 

is a great place to start. 

Here is a sampling of the topics 

you can read up on:

. Choosing Logs (Profi les & Packages)

. Choosing Your Producer

. Energy Effi ciency for Today’s Log Home

. How Will Your Home Look and Live?

. Keep Your Eyes on the Prize

. Square Footage 101

. Staining Options for Your Log Home

. Your Log Home: Custom Design or Model Plan?

Or sit back, relax and watch a few 

videos and webinars:

. Kitchen Confidential: Expert Tips for Bringing

 Your Dream Kitchen to Life

. Design Your Perfect Log Home

. Log Home Living: Cost Effective Design

. Developing Your Dream Home Budget

. Start Planning Your Dream Home Today

Visit MyWoodHome.com/resources and start planning your dream home today! 
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F
or cabin owners, the natural beauty 

that surrounds their cherished homes is 

priceless. Nature does much more than 

provide a pretty backdrop; it provides healthy liv-

ing conditions, recreational opportunities, inspi-

ration and peace in the midst of busy lifestyles. 

What cabin owner wouldn’t want to help pro-

tect nature from harm? 

In this section, we offer pointers on choos-

ing green products as you’re building your cabin 

and saving water and energy while you live in it. 

Keep in mind that while these are smart deci-

sions that will save money and resources, and 

they are admirable actions, much of what makes 

a home earth-friendly is found in other factors: 

DESIGN: Is the cabin well-sited to take ad-

vantage of its property’s micro-climate? Can it 

be built without destroying the land’s inherent 

beauty?

SIZE: Is the cabin so large that some interior 

spaces are rarely if ever used? 

LIFESTYLE: Does the cabin encourage its own-

ers to enjoy the outdoors, step more lightly on 

the earth and appreciate non-material things?

Let your cabin’s hero journey begin! 

SPECIAL SECTION: GOING GREEN

going 
green
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Your cabin can be an eco-hero.
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SPECIAL SECTION: GOING GREEN

Bonus
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Start your eco-friendly cabin off 

on the right foot with reclaimed 

or sustainable fl ooring. These 

leather planks from Torlys bring 

rich texture to a room while 

making good use of a durable 

and beautiful recycled material. 



A 
lthough we often take it for grant-

ed, water is a resource we rely on 

in many aspects of our modern 

homes. Using this resource prudently can 

save you money and lighten your impact on 

the planet’s water supply.  

Water Use

According to the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s WaterSense program, the average 

American family of four uses 400 gallons of 

water per day. Most of that water is used in-

doors. Not surprisingly, the bathroom is the 

biggest water guzzler in most homes. Toilets 

alone can account for 27 percent of all water 

used in a home, the EPA reports. Following 

close behind are showers, clothes washers 

and other faucets.

For people who live in more remote set-

tings, just getting running water to their cab-

ins represents a challenge. Many cabin own-

ers have to drill a well for water. Before you 

purchase land for a new cabin, be sure you 

will be able to fulfll your needs for water on 

the site in some way. 

Whether you use municipal water or a 

well, conservation makes sense. Some con-

servation measures will also help you avoid 

runoff and protect the ecosystem of the lake, 

stream or pond that drew you to your cabin 

site originally.  

A green roof system, 

like this one from Liv-

ing Roofs Inc., uses 

low-growing plants 

to absorb water that 

would otherwise 

fow into storm sew-

ers. Green roofs also 

save energy by keep-

ing buildings cooler 

in the summer.  

How to save water in your cabin. 

Drop by Drop
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Slow the fl ow. Replace older shower-

heads with low-fl ow models that run at 

two gallons per minute or less. The EPA 

reports that making this change to just 

one showerhead can save a family 2,900 

gallons of water each year and lower util-

ity costs for water and the energy needed 

to heat that water.  Add aerators to other 

faucets in your home, too. 

Upgrade your commode. Newer 

models of toilets can use as little as 1.28 

gallons per fl ush, a huge improvement 

over the 6-gallon-per-fl ush models of 

years gone by.  

Turn off the tap. You’ve probably 

heard this tip before, but shutting off the 

water while brushing your teeth, shaving 

or cleaning up in the kitchen makes a dif-

ference. The average sink faucet delivers 

two gallons of water per minute. If it’s 

running, that’s money and resources that 

literally go down the drain.

Rethink the disposal. Composting 

food scraps adds nutrients to your garden 

and decreases the water used to run your 

garbage disposal.  

See the big pitcher. Storing drinking 

water in a pitcher in your refrigerator will 

keep you from running the water in the 

sink until it gets cold. A refrigerator that 

dispenses cold water will serve the same 

function.

Load them up. Only run your clothes 

washer and dishwasher when they are full. 

Use short cycles if possible, and choose 

high-effi ciency models when buying new 

or replacing your current appliances.  

Don’t rinse. Scraping dishes before 

putting them in the dishwasher will keep 

you from running water to rinse them. 

TOP LEFT: Rain barrels come 

in a variety of sizes and 

styles, but all serve the same 

purpose of harvesting rain-

water. This barrel, by Clean 

Air Gardening, features a 

spigot to make using the 

accumulated water easy. 

TOP RIGHT: New shower-

heads, like this model from 

Delta, feature water-saving 

low fl ow, while still providing 

adequate pressure. 

ABOVE: The NewGen septic 

scrubs wastewater with an 

innovative fi ltering system, 

allowing homeowners to re-

use the water for irrigation. 

The system requires no leach 

fi eld. 

5
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C
abins have come a long way from 

their pioneer roots. Even vacation 

cabins and seasonal cottages offer 

almost all the comforts of modern homes. 

The majority of those amenities require some 

source of power. If you’re building a new 

cabin from scratch, you can design it to be 

as energy-effi cient as possible. Already own 

an existing cabin? Read on for ways you can 

save energy, too. 

Know Your Sources

Your cabin’s location may affect what type of 

power sources you’ll use. If public electricity is 

too far from your building site, or too expen-

sive to bring to your site, you will have to weigh 

alternative options, like natural gas, propane 

or solar power. To help you decide, talk to oth-

er landowners in your area, your builder and 

your real estate agent if you have one. 

Your local climate may allow for your 

cabin to be powered by the sun, wind or water. 

You can calculate how much power your cabin 

will need and how much solar power you can 

realistically generate by using the tools on the 

site solar-facts.com. If you’re considering wind 

power or hydroelectric power, do your home-

work. The American Wind Energy Associa-

tion (awea.org) offers information on small 

residential wind turbine systems. An experi-

enced installer can estimate whether you can 

generate enough power on your site to run 

ABOVE: Make the heat 

from your wood- or gas-

fueled stove work harder. 

Heat automatically acti-

vates and powers the Eco-

fan from Plow & Hearth to 

circulate warm air.   

ABOVE, RIGHT: Hang-

ing clothes to dry is an 

age-old practice that is 

sparking renewed interest 

with people eager to save 

energy. The Breezecatcher 

provides yards of line 

space in a compact unit. 

Making your new cabin energy-effi cient.

Power Up

Bonus
Section
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RIGHT: Don’t let your comput-

ers or entertainment systems 

suck up energy while they’re 

not in use. The Smart Strip from 

BITS Ltd. automatically shuts down 

the fl ow of power when it senses 

an appliance is not in use. 



your home off-the-grid. 

Most properties don’t offer the nec-

essary resources to produce power us-

ing running water. But if you do have a 

stream on your site, it can be considered. 

According to Home Power (homepower.

com), it takes an optimal combination of 

vertical drop and constant water fl ow to 

produce reliable power in a micro-hydro-

electric system. 

Super Saving

No matter what source powers your cab-

in, there are many steps you can take to 

save energy whenever possible: 

■ Choose energy-effi cient light bulbs 

and use motion detectors on light 

switches to automatically turn off the 

lights in rooms you’re not using. 

■ Cut back on heating and air-condi-

tioning by using ceiling fans to push 

warm air down from ceilings in the 

winter and circulate cooling air in the 

summer. 

■ Install a programmable thermostat to 

make savings automatic. 

■ Run dryer loads back to back to take 

advantage of heat built up in the dryer. 

■ Re-consider your need for a second re-

frigerator in your garage or basement. 

■ Grill out instead of turning on your 

oven. 

■ Outfi t your fi replace with glass doors 

and close them when the fi re’s out to 

keep warm air from escaping out the 

chimney. 

■ Be sure drapes and furniture aren’t 

blocking your heating vents.

■ Specify high-performance windows, if 

possible, when building a new cabin to 

help reduce the need for heating and 

cooling. 

■ Ask your designer to help you uti-

lize passive solar energy to heat your 

home. 

■ Building a cabin with plenty of win-

dows to bring in natural light will cut 

down on your use of light fi xtures.

Watch Your Footprint

Cabins tend to be on the small side—a 

desirable characteristic from an energy-

effi ciency standpoint. Less square footage 

means smaller spaces to heat and cool, 

and fewer materials required to build it. 

You’ll save personal energy, too, by spend-

ing less time cleaning and maintaining a 

smaller home. 

As you plan a new cabin, talk to your 

designer about how to keep your home’s 

size in check. In the end, your wallet—

and the environment—will thank you.  

ABOVE: Solar ovens, like this tube-shaped 

model by GoSun, use the sun to cook and 

bake a wide variety of foods while using 

no electricity or fossil fuels.  

LEFT: Insulated shades help cut down util-

ity costs by restricting air passage from 

windows into the room. These blinds 

from EcoSmart Shades slide along vertical 

tracks set into the window frame. 

7
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Y 
ou’ll discover a sometimes confus-

ing range of “R’s” when planning 

a new green cabin: Reuse, recycle, 

reclaim, repurpose… As you seek to do the 

right thing for the planet, you want to un-

derstand just what you’re purchasing. Let’s 

take a look at your options: 

New Life 

Taking a product that has already served 

a function and giving it a new role in your 

home can be called reusing, reclaiming or re-

purposing. Examples might be installing vin-

tage marble countertops in your new kitchen 

or antique brick around your freplace. 

Cabin owners are often drawn to re-

claimed or salvaged wood. Wood that’s al-

ready sawn into lumber (like barnwood) 

can be used as fooring, siding or in cabinet 

construction. Larger timbers that are rescued 

from old buildings or bridges can be used as-

is for support posts and beams or cut into 

dimensional lumber that offers the patina of 

age and the unique grain of old-growth trees. 

Craftspeople who fashion cast-off items 

into functional pieces for the home are repur-

posing those items—making a light fxture 

from an old galvanized bucket, for example, 

or a coffee table from an industrial cart. 

By choosing to re-use or repurpose, you’re 

helping the environment. According to the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

ABOVE: Recycled steel shines 

in this vessel sink from Stone 

Forest. The base provides a 

pop of industrial chic style. 

ABOVE, RIGHT: Wine barrels 

that have reached the end 

of their vineyard lives can be 

repurposed. Viva Terra splits  

a barrel in two to make  

an outdoor table. 

RIGHT: Carpet tiles can be replaced if 

necessary so you don’t have to com-

pletely re-carpet a room. These tiles 

from Flor contain recycled content. 

FAR RIGHT: Barnwood can be painted 

or left to display its natural patina. 

Red barn siding from Appalachian 

Antique Hardwoods gives this  

home rustic charm.

Selecting green materials for your cabin.

Again & Again

Bonus
Section
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“salvaging building materials and reus-

ing them saves energy and reduces green-

house gas emissions by minimizing the 

need to extract and process raw materials 

and ship new material long distances.”

Trash to Treasure

A wide variety of building supplies are 

made with recycled materials. The EPA 

lists drywall, insulation, countertops, 

composite (or plastic) lumber, glass tiles 

and carpeting as a few categories of mate-

rials that are readily available.  

As you research options, you’ll see 

products described as containing post-

consumer waste or recycled content. The 

Recycled Products Cooperative (recycled-

products.org) says the term “recycled” 

refers to both pre- and post-consumer 

waste. Scrap materials that are the by-

product of a manufacturing process are 

called “pre-consumer material,” the co-

operative says. These byproducts can be 

used to create new items that have pre-

consumer material content. 

The term “post-consumer” refers to a 

product, like a cereal box, that has been 

purchased, used and returned to the sys-

tem. Newsprint or cardboard made from 

this type of material, for example, would 

have “post-consumer” content. 

To make your cabin more planet-

friendly, look for products like carpet 

made from recycled plastic soda bottles, 

countertops that sparkle with crushed 

recycled glass or insulation composed of 

paper fbers.  

By choosing products like these, 

you’re saving natural resources, taking 

advantage of the “embodied energy” al-

ready invested in the once-used materials 

and reducing the load on landflls. 

Where to Buy

Many materials with recycled content 

are available at lumberyards or home im-

provement stores. Online searches will 

help you locate specialized items. If you’re 

interested in re-using some items for your 

home, start by looking for a Habitat for 

Humanity ReStore in your area. Local 

stores are listed on the organization’s web 

site (habitat.org) and offer a range of do-

nated new and used cabinets, appliances, 

trimwork, hardware, plumbing fxtures, 

lighting and other building materials at 

reduced prices. On the internet, Planet 

ReUse (planetreuse.com) connects people 

with building materials to donate with 

others who are looking for those items. 

Salvage yards, antique shops and 

Craigslist (craigslist.com) are other good 

sources for homeowners willing to do a 

bit of digging to fnd just the right thing 

for their cabins. 

Eco-happiness

Still another option when outftting your 

cabin is to buy products made from re-

newable or sustainable resources. Com-

paring “green” products can be daunting. 

For instance, you might be asking, “Is it 

better to use more energy to ship renew-

able bamboo fooring from overseas for 

my home or choose wood fooring from a 

local source?” Again, the EPA offers fur-

ther insight.  “Reducing our environmen-

tal impact requires thinking and learning 

about not just how we use products, but 

where they came from and where they’re 

going.” The agency suggests you consider 

the amount of energy required to make 

and ship an item, the source of its raw ma-

terials and the effects of its manufacture 

on the environment. You might also con-

sider what happens to the product when 

it has to be replaced. Can the used item 

be recycled? 

If weighing all these options seems 

overwhelming, at least consider a prod-

uct’s expected lifespan. Selecting a mate-

rial that will last longer is a good step in a 

green direction. 

9

Bonus
Section
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AM CONSERVATION GROUP

888-866-1624; amconservationgroup.com

APPALACHIAN ANTIQUE HARDWOODS

877-817-7758; aahardwoods.com

BITS LIMITED

877-424-8758; bitsltd.com

BONDED LOGIC

480-812-9114; bondedlogic.com

BREEZECATCHER

866-715-9267; breezecatcher.com

CARLISLE WIDE PLANK FLOORS

855-557-0436; wideplankfl ooring.com

CLEAN AIR GARDENING

214-819-9500; cleanairgardening.com

DELTA

800-345-3358; deltafaucet.com

EARTHEASY

888-451-6752; eartheasy.com

ECOBATT

317-398-4434; ecobatt.us

ECOSMART SHADES

877-338-9392; ecosmartshades.com

ELMWOOD RECLAIMED TIMBER

�800-705-0705; 
elmwoodreclaimedtimber.com 

FLOR CARPET DESIGN SQUARES

866-952-4093; fl or.com

GLOBUS CORK

718-742-7264 ; corkfl oor.com

GREEN DEPOT

888-625-4189; greendepot.com

GREEN BUILDING SUPPLY

800-405-0222; greenbuildingsupply.com

GREENHOME

877-282-6400; greenhome.com

GOSUN

gosunstove.com

ICESTONE

718-624-4900; icestoneusa.com

INCINOLET

800-527-5551; incinolet.com

INSULSPAN

517-486-4844;  insulspan.com

LIVING ROOFS INC.

828-252-4449; livingroofsinc.com

MARMOLEUM

800-842-7839; forbo.com

NEWGEN SEPTIC

513-607-9639; 
greenforwardtechnologies.com

PAPER STONE

360-538-1480; paperstoneproducts.com

PLOW & HEARTH

800-494-7544; plowandhearth.com

PIONEER MILLWORKS

800-951-9663; pioneermillworks.com

SQUAK MOUNTAIN STONE

206-763-0905; squakmountainstone.com 

STONE FOREST

888-682 2987; stoneforest.com

SUPERIOR WALLS

800-452-9255; superiorwalls.com

TORLYS SMART FLOORS

torlys.com

TRESTLEWOOD

877-375-2779; trestlewood.com

VIVA TERRA

800.247.6799; vivaterra.com

resources

Bonus
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FURTHER 

READING

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

energy.gov

OIKOS

oikos.com

U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL

usgbc.org

WATERSENSE

epa.gov/watersense

PLOW & HEARTH

GREENHOME

ICE STONE



59Our graduates achieve their dreams!

� In-depth, half-day course taught by knowledge-
able log and timber construction experts

� The homebuilding process presented 
step-by-step: from design to move-in

� Jam-packed with insider tips that save 
you time and money

— Calculate your budget 

— Find the best contractor

— Discover ways to avoid 
common, costly mistakes

— Unearth the secrets to making 
energy-effi ciency pay off

� FREE Lifetime Alumni Pass 
to the Log & Timber Home Shows

Space is limited.

SIGN UP TODAY!

loghome.com/university
or call 800-782-1254

The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, 
which includes the Course Guide, a comprehensive 
textbook to guide you through the entire home-
building process; Annual Buyer’s Guide; continental 
breakfast or snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni Pass 
to the Log & Timber Home Shows.

Visit loghome.com/university for updates. 
Schedule subject to change without notice. 
Check website for most accurate and up-to-date information.

twitter.com/
LogTimberShow

facebook.com/
TheLogandTimberHomeShow

RAPID CITY, SD 
September 18 or 19

BIRMINGHAM, AL
September 26

DENVER, CO 
October 2 or 3 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT
October 10

CHANTILLY, VA
October 23 or 24

ASHEVILLE, NC
November 6 or 7

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA
November 13 or 14



workshops.
Learn the ins and outs of creating 

a custom wood home by attend-

ing the dozens of workshops 

available each weekend at our 

shows. From financial planning to 

design concepts to building mate-

rials, experts will educate you on 

the entire process to better pre-

pare you for the journey ahead.

demonstrations.
If a picture is worth a thousand 

words, then a demonstration of 

how various custom wood homes 

come together must be invalu-

able. See veteran builders erect 

model timber frames and log cor-

ners to understand how different 

systems evolve into the dream 

homes you see in magazines.

research.
You have questions; we have 

answers. From available design 

options to finishing elements to 

building concepts, gather all the 

important information you need 

to make the best decisions for 

your dream home by asking the 

experts on hand at each booth.

connections.
Nowhere else will you have the 

opportunity to interact with mul-

tiple company representatives in 

one setting. The people you meet 

will play a crucial role in what 

materials provider you choose 

and who you opt to work with, so 

start establishing those connec-

tions today. 

Visit www.LogHome.com/shows       
or call 800-826-3893 for current
locations, times & special offers.

Find everything you need to 
build your dream wood home 

— all under one roof!

Schedule subject to change without notice.  
Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information.

p
re

se
n

te
d
 b

y

twitter.com/
LogTimberShow

facebook.com/
TheLogandTimberHomeShow

RAPID CITY, SD 
September 18-19

BIRMINGHAM, AL
September 25-27

DENVER, CO 
October 2-4

SALT LAKE CITY, UT
October 9-11

CHANTILLY, VA
October 23-25

EDMONTON, CANADA
October 23-25

ASHEVILLE, NC
November 6-8

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA
November 13-15



Become a 
know-it-all!

                        Bring your plans, idea books and dreams with you!

N
a
th

a
n

 W
in

te
r 

p
h

o
to

s

Meet with the industry’s foremost log and timber home producers.

S
A
V
E 20%

 

on adm
ission w

hen you

purchase tickets in advance online

loghom
e.com

/show
s

See first-hand how various building systems are constructed.

Attend our Log & 
Timber University 
(held in conjuction 
with each show) 
for detailed, step-by-
step instructions on 
budgeting, planning 
and building your 
dream home. 

(Additional fees apply. Visit 
loghome.com/university 
for more information.)



living large
A portable cabin proves less can be more. 

story by STACY DURR ALBERT photos courtesy of WHEELHAUS
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T
here’s a lot of buzz these days 

about something called The 

Tiny House Movement, a 

back-to-basics concept that 

promotes simple living in super-small 

homes. The idea—fueled by dreams of f-

nancial freedom, a simpler lifestyle and the 

goal of leaving a lighter footprint on the 

planet—has even spawned a crop of new 

TV shows starring the minute dwellings.

While the premise behind the trend 

is simple, today’s tiny homes are any-

thing but. One example is the Caboose, 

a sophisticated modular cabin created by 

Wheelhaus, a company based in Wyo-

ming. Filled with high-end materials and 

custom woodwork, this “recreational park 

trailer” feels much more like a luxury 

house than a pre-fab rolling cabin that can 

be transported just about anywhere.

“It’s the BMW of the tiny house move-

ment,” says Wheelhaus owner Jamie 

Mackay. “Its architecture, full timber-

frame roof system and top-of-the-line fx-

tures and materials set it apart from other 

homes in this market.” 

Downsizing

While portable homes are often designed 

with mobility in mind, the Caboose cabin 

is intended to serve as a more permanent 

residence. Though its main area measures 

just 400 square feet, the luxury mobile 

cabin is making a mark as a full-time resi-

dence for many homeowners. 

“People are starting to realize they 

don’t need as much as they thought 

they needed to live,” Mackay explains. 

“People often have an albatross of things 

around their neck, and we are showing 

them how they can be liberated from the 

story of stuff. Think about everything in 

ABOVE: Reclaimed wood is  

used for the cabin’s door and 

window trim, introducing a note  

of nostalgia and sustainability. 

The large expanse of glass in 

the living room blurs the line 

between outdoors and in, mak-

ing the space feel much larger 

than it really is. 

OPPOSITE: One of this cabin’s 

defning features is its “big glass 

factor,” according to Wheelhaus 

owner, Jamie Mackay. The front 

of the cabin is almost entirely 

glass, which affords spectacular 

views of the Grand Tetons and 

Snake River. 



A complex roofine that enables a loft gives 

the Caboose cabin a look of architectural 

distinction. A standing seam metal roof adds 

additional fair; it has the potential to accom-

modate solar panels if the homeowners 

choose to take that path later on. The roof 

system is a full, structural timber-frame sys-

tem complete with wooden pegs.
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your closet that you haven’t worn in 12 

months—you really don’t need it all.” 

Those who purchase the Caboose 

range in age from young homeowners 

who are ecstatic to get out of renting, to 

Baby Boomers and millionaires who are 

eager to scale down, shed big mortgages 

and high-maintenance homes so that they 

have more time and money to spend trav-

eling or with family. 

“The recession really took a toll on peo-

ple, and it made them realize that they don’t 

need the extra cost or the burden of a huge 

home with a big lawn to mow,” Mackay 

says. “A lot of the spaces in today’s homes, 

such as dining rooms, are vacant, unneces-

sary rooms that cost money to heat.”

Thoughtful Design

When Mackay set out to create the foor 

plan for the Caboose, he spent time think-

ing about where people spend most of 

their time. “We all gravitate to the kitchen 

and living room, so these are the areas we 

focused on,” he says. 

The layout incorporates an open kitch-

en/living room area with vaulted ceiling, 

one bedroom, one bathroom, a private 

deck and a bonus 120-square-foot loft area 

that measures 5 feet high. The front of the 

model is almost entirely glass. “The cabin 

has a big glass factor,” Mackay says. “This 

helps bring the outside in, so the space 

doesn’t feel so confned.” 

The hallmark of the cabin’s design is its 

striking architecture. “It resembles an old 

railroad car, and its full timber-frame roof 

system enhances its architectural appeal,” 

Mackay explains. “It’s a true, structural 
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A scaled-down freplace is 

just one of the cabin’s many 

luxury features. Hardwood 

foors, stainless steel appli-

ances and top-of-the-line 

fnishes also contribute to  

the high-end favor. 

ABOVE: The 

cabin’s L-shaped 

kitchen boasts 

granite counter-

tops, stainless-

steel appliances 

and custom 

cabinetry. A two-

burner cooktop 

fts perfectly in 

the small space. 

“It’s important 

to carefully plan 

the space you 

have available,” 

Mackay advises.
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Travertine tile and a full-glass 

shower enclosure sound a note 

of sophistication in the bath-

room. The well-appointed room 

also features Kohler fi xtures 

and high-end hardware. 

SPACE 

MATTERS
While tiny cabins certainly score big 
in the cuteness factor, some come up 
short when it comes to storage. “It’s all 
about space management,” says Jamie 
Mackay of Wheelhaus. Here are a few 
of his tried-and-true tips to help you 
maximize your space:

Utilize crawl space. Consider high-
end rollers that roll out from under 
your house to store kayaks, fi shing 
gear, bikes and more. 

Make the most of the space you 
have. Opt for a two-burner range and 
a smaller fi replace instead of trying to 
shove too many oversized pieces into a 
tight space.

Bring the outside in. Go for a model 
with a lot of glass so that your space 
doesn’t feel so confi ned.

Minimize clutter. The whole point 
of the small house movement is to 
simplify. Learn to live with less.

Try before you buy. If possible, stay 
in a model or similar size home before 
you purchase to see if small-house 
living is really for you. 
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Great
RoomDeck

BedroomK
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n

Main Level

Manufacturer: Wheelhaus  
(307-733-7700; wheelhaus.com)

Rental: Fireside Resort  
(877-660-1177; fresidejacksonhole.com)

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 400

BEDROOMS: 1 (plus loft)

BATHROOMS: 1

roof system complete with wooden pegs, 

and the cabin has a standing seam metal 

roof that can accommodate solar.” 

Green, Not Lean

The potential for solar isn’t the only eco-

friendly aspect of the design. Reclaimed 

wood, SIPs, Energy Star appliances, and 

windows and doors with high R-values 

have all helped Wheelhaus meet LEED 

Gold Standards and achieve a Certifed 

Green designation. “We place a high 

value on building with sustainability,” he 

says. 

Luxury plays an equally important 

role in the Caboose. Granite counter-

tops, stainless-steel appliances, custom 

cabinetry, hardwood foors, Travertine 

tile, quartzite and a gas-burning freplace 

all sound a note of sophistication in the 

trailer home (which feels much more like 

a house than an RV). Outside, cedar sid-

ing, reclaimed wood and metal tiles with 

an aged patina impart a look of distinc-

tion. The cabin comes complete with all 

hardware, appliances and fnishes.

“We’re building a very high-end 

home,” Mackay says. “We want to do the 

best we can with the space we have, so 

we’re always evolving—for example, we 

made the ceiling heights higher and the 

hallway wider so that it doesn’t feel so 

tiny.” 

One Size Fits All

Those who buy the Caboose (which mea-

sures just 10.5 feet by 38 feet)are drawn 

to its distinctive roofine and contempo-

rary lines, as well as the extra space that 

the loft provides. Some owners opt to use 

the loft as their main sleeping area, con-

verting the downstairs bedroom into an 

offce area instead. Others use the loft as 

sleeping quarters for grandkids.

Another bonus feature of the Caboose 

is its spacious outdoor deck, which ex-

pands the living space of the small cabin 

and affords spectacular views of the sur-

rounding landscape. The model shown 

on these pages is set on the grounds of 

the Fireside Resort in Jackson Hole, Wyo-

ming, which offers breathtaking vistas of 

the Teton Range, picturesque woodland 

and the Snake River. 

“When visitors enter, they are stunned 

by how spacious the cabin feels,” Mackay 

says. “They all say it feels bigger than it 

really is, and that the photos don’t do it 

justice.” 

If you’d like to fnd out just how big 

a tiny cabin can feel, try it out for your-

self—for your next vacation, you can 

rent this cabin or another Wheelhaus 

cabin on the grounds of Fireside Resort. 

But be warned—if you fall in love with 

one of the cabins, you just might fnd 

yourself rolling home a keepsake that 

costs a bit more than a typical souvenir 

shotglass. 

Upper Level

Loft
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small
homes

11 plans to inspire your dreams. 

BIG IDEAS

L
onging for a getaway from their home in the busy 

Washington, D.C. area, Saul and Sue scoured avail-

able properties within a few hours’ drive. With 

persistence and a bit of luck, they found a spot in Virginia 

and planned to build a small getaway. 

One thing was clear: The cabin had to be low- 

maintenance. “I didn’t want to be a slave to it,” Sue says.  

They found a 1,100-square-foot cabin plan online cre-

ated by R.C.M. Cad Design Drafting in British Columbia, then 

took the plan to a local log home builder, Dogwood Moun-

tain Log Homes, for help in creating a contemporary cabin in 

logs. (See the fnished home and its plan on page 75.)

Although Sue and Saul are thrilled with how the fnished 

home looks, most importantly, it has given them a place to 

create precious memories with friends, their grown children 

and teenage daughter. “We love this cabin,” Sue says. “It’s 

such a part of our lives.” 

SIZING IT UP

How large is your dream cabin? Like Sue and Saul, are you 

looking for a place to reconnect with family without commit-

ting to overwhelming housework? Do you need a bit more 

space to live in your cabin full time, but want to stick within 

a tight budget? Are you contemplating shrinking your living 

space down to truly tiny? 

You might have quick and easy responses to these ques-

tions, or it might be something you’re still considering. Who 

will use the cabin and how frequently will affect the size you 

need. Your lifestyle, family size, plans to entertain…even the 

climate where you plan to build will all play a part in deter-

mining your ideal square footage.  

THE DRAWING BOARD

Seeing how designers and other homeowners have success-

fully fulflled their dreams in compact plans can be inspir-

ing. The following pages highlight cabin plans in a range of 

confgurations and sizes (but all under 2,000 square feet). 

As you look through the plans, consider your needs for 

bedroom and bathroom count and the characteristics of 

your property. 

Budget often dictates design decisions. If you are ap-

proaching your project with a cost-per-square-foot number 

in mind, remember that building small can actually raise that 

cost. A smaller kitchen, for example, still needs big-ticket 

items like appliances, countertops, cabinetry and fooring. If 

you choose high-end fnishes, your small kitchen will carry a 

higher price regardless of its size. 

The type of construction you choose will also affect your 

cabin’s cost, no matter if its big or small. Conventional con-

struction with readily available materials will cost less than a 

cabin built with handcrafted, upgraded materials like massive 

logs and reclaimed wood timbers.

Fortunately, there’s a style and size of cabin that’s just 

right for everyone and every budget. 
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BROOKSIDE
This simple cabin floor plan stands out with 
contemporary style. A front porch welcomes 
friends and family. Inside, the post-and-beam 
frame gives an organic feel that’s right at 
home on any wooded or lakeside property. All 
the comforts of home are found in this small 
package: an open floor plan, vaulted great 
room with plenty of windows, two sleeping 
areas with closets and two full bathrooms. 

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 844

BEDROOMS: 1, plus loft

BATHS: 2

WOODHOUSE 
800-227-4311
timberframe1.com

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

OPEN TO BELOW

GREAT ROOM
KITCHEN

DECK

BEDROOM

BEDROOM
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This one-bedroom retreat loaded with charm features an open living and 
kitchen space. The dining nook, with windows all around, is perfect for 
capturing a view. The small home works hard with a mudroom and 
laundry center that offers a compact home office. Head upstairs to  
a master suite with delightful details like a window seat and roof deck. 

THE BUNGALOW 
COMPANY 
888-945-9206
thebungalowcompany.com

THE 
SEA 
GRASS SQUARE FOOTAGE: 859 

BEDROOMS: 1

BATHS: 1.5

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

GREAT 
ROOM

KITCHEN

PORCH

PORCH

WIC

BALCONY

MASTER
BEDROOM

DINING
NOOK

OFFICE/
DEN

MUDROOM
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Three bedrooms and an open loft make this storybook-
style cabin just right for accommodating family and 
friends. The kitchen fl ows right into the great room, 
which offers a cozy fi replace. The upstairs bedroom 
features an en-suite bath and could be used as a private 
master. A front porch provides a charming welcome. 

THE 
12 
POINT
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SQUARE FOOTAGE: 956 

BEDROOMS: 3

BATHS: 2

LOG HOMES 
OF THE SMOKIES 
888.586.1916
loghomesofthesmokies.net

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

PORCH

OPEN
TO BELOW

KITCHEN

GREAT 
ROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

LOFT
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Years ago, mills were used to grind apples in the first step 
of making cider from bountiful harvests. This cabin model 
by MossCreek draws its life from the land as well. A nar-
row footprint makes it fit almost any site. The home fea-
tures MossCreek’s signature mix of natural materials like 
wood, stone and glass to create a distinctive rustic home. 

THE 
CIDER 
MILL

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,112

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHS: 2

MOSSCREEK 
800-737-2166
mosscreek.net 

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

DECK

GREAT 
ROOM

KITCHEN

PORCH

OPEN
TO BELOW

STORAGE

WIC

DECK

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL
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THE SPRING
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,150 

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHS: 2

R.C.M. 
CAD DESIGN 

604-288-7663
rcmcaddesign.com

DOGWOOD 
MOUNTAIN 
LOG HOMES/
APPALACHIAN 
LOG STRUCTURES 

540-433-1873
applog.com/sales/dogwood

Turning a square-shaped home on its point creates long 

diagonal sight lines from the front door to the great room. 

The great room’s prow shape, vaulted ceilings and wide 

windows make the compact room feel spacious. A lower 

level can be added with access under the existing stairs to 

the loft. Designed by R.C. M. Cad Design Drafting, this home 

was adapted for log construction by Dogwood Mountain 

Log Homes and Appalachian Log Structures.  

OPEN
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This house truly stands above the rest: Designed to recall all the fun 

of a childhood tree house, the home still provides plenty of living 

space, with four bedrooms and an open living space with a view.  

JEREMIAH JOHNSON 
LOG HOMES 

877-567-2202
liveinlog.com

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,200 

BEDROOMS: 4

BATHS: 2

THE 
TREE 
HOUSE

LDRY

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

KITCHEN

DECK

BEDROOM

DINING
ROOM

LIVING 
ROOM

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL
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SOUTHLAND 
LOG HOMES 
800-641-4754
southlandloghomes.com

For buyers who prefer a one-level home, the Bungalow features 
all the amenities on a single floor. An open floor plan in the front 
of the home is followed by three bedrooms that open onto the 
main hall. Two of the bedrooms feature en-suite baths, adding to 
the plan’s versatility. A laundry and pantry space could be custom-
ized to serve as a mudroom or connection to an attached garage.  

BUNGALOW

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,400

BEDROOMS: 3

BATHS: 3

LIVING 
ROOM

WIC

KITCHEN

DINING
ROOM

DECK

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

LDRY
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PATIO

A luxury take on a single-level home, this model mixes large, handcrafted logs, 
stone and vertical siding. Post-and-beam construction provides the grand feeling of 

full round logs without overpowering the compact design. An open patio and covered porch 
provide outdoor living space in this home, estimated at a $300-per-square-foot cost to build. 

TRUCKEE

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,565

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHS: 2

PRECISIONCRAFT LOG & TIMBER HOMES 
800-729-1320

precisioncraft.com

KITCHEN

DINING 
ROOM

GREAT 
ROOM

MASTER 
BEDROOM

OFFICE/
DEN

BEDROOM

WIC LDRY
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Setting the stairs off to one side gives this home a 

unique layout that’s perfect for a lot with a view.  

Windows allow for views from the kitchen working 

area, dining space and living room area. Sliding glass 

doors open onto a pergola. The exterior of this custom 

home features a hybrid mix of building materials.  

WISCONSIN 
LOG HOMES

800-678-9107
wisconsinloghomes.com

CRESCENT 
FALLS

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,739

BEDROOMS: 3

BATHS: 2

MAIN LEVEL

PATIO

GREAT ROOM

OPEN TO BELOW

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

LOFT

BEDROOM

K
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C
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UPPER LEVEL

LDRY
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Choose an Eastern white pine or Douglas timber frame for this cottage plan that features 

an open layout and special touches like a curved kitchen peninsula and window seat. Up-

stairs are two bedroom suites set at unique angles to make room for a cozy home offce.  

THE 
COTTAGE II

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,872

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHS: 2.5

TIMBERPEG 

800.636.2424
timberpeg.com

MAIN LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

LIVING ROOM

DINING
 AREA

DECK
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Wraparound porches and a private balcony off 
the master suite make this cabin perfect for 
people who love the outdoors. A wide-open floor 
plan combines the living and dining spaces to-
gether with the kitchen. For added convenience, 
the plan offers a first-floor laundry room and an 
attached oversized garage. The cabin provides the 
versatility of a full bath on each floor. 

CUSTOM 
SEARS

SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,880

BEDROOMS: 2

BATHS: 2

HONEST ABE 
LOG HOMES 
800-231-3695
honestabe.com

KITCHEN

GARAGE

MASTER 
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DECK

LOFT

OPEN 
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ROOM
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DEN

DECK

DECK
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CONCRETE 
LOG SIDINGS!

REALLY!

NO MAINTENANCE!
• Easy Installation

• Internally Reinforced

• Fire Resistant

• Water Resistant

• No Insects

• No Rodents

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

TM

BETTER
       THAN

Better Than Logs Inc  •  Drummond, MT  •  406-288-3146

info@betterthanlogs.com  •  www.betterthanlogs.com

Board and Batten

Half-Round 12"

H
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d
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w
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 1

2
"
 s
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n
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e
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w

Shiplap in 12" and 8" widths

Concrete log siding performs better than real wood logs.

Like us on Facebook!

O�� K������� L��� concrete log 
siding is a patented system that reproduces to the 
most minute detail the look and feel of antique 
hand hewed logs with dovetailed corners and 
accessories with the strength and durability of long 
lasting concrete.
 Now a home can be built having the beauty and 
charm of an antique log home while eliminating the 
time and expense required to maintain real wood 
logs or wood log siding.
 Old Kentucky Logs may be used on new frame 
construction or can be applied to existing structures 
of any size built with wood, wooden logs, brick, 
concrete, and concrete block.

OKL are made of concrete which has no impact on our natural resources. Choose your building materials wisely.

In most cases the timeless beauty of the old 
handcrafted and hand hewed log homes built by our 
ancestors are only preserved in photos such as this.

Patented and manufactured by

606-526-0646
13475 Cumberland Gap Pkwy, Corbin, KY 40701

www.oldkentuckylogs.com 
bobbi@oldkentuckylogs.com

Patented and manufactured by

606-526-0646
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floor plans

The Patak is a traditional chalet style where a prowl roof is nicely punctuated by a dressed up front shed 

dormer. Outside, a porch extends along the front of the home and is joined to the deck on the side. Perfect 

for a lot with a view, the soaring cathedral ceiling is banked with windows bringing Mother Nature in.

PATAK
2,075 square feet  |  3 bedrooms  |  2 ½ baths

877-944-LOGS (5647)   web LogHomeOutfitters.com   email Sales@LogHomeOutfitters.com

Log Home Outfitters primarily focuses on the log and timber frame lifestyle. We 

offer solid and log-sided homes as well as timber frames at a reasonable price. 

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BATH

DINING

ROOM

GREAT ROOM

PORCH

DECK

FOYER
KITCHEN

OPEN TO

BELOW
MASTER

BEDROOM
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WIC

MASTER

BATH

LOFT

BALCONYMain Level Upper Level
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floor plans

BEDROOM

BATH

BATH

DINING

ROOM

GREAT ROOM

MUD

ROOM

PORCH

DECK

PORCH

KITCHEN

OPEN TO

BELOW

BEDROOM

FAMILY ROOM/

STUDY

BEDROOM

BATH

The Lake House is designed to make a breathtaking view available from almost every space in the house. This model 

features an expansive great room, mud room/front entry, three bedrooms, two full and one half bathrooms all efficiently 

designed into 2,096 square feet. Two covered porches and an open deck make outdoor entertaining a breeze. The original 

Lake House was built on Lake George in New York State and easily conveys the Adirondack style of the region.

THE LAKE HOUSE
2,096 square feet  |  3 bedrooms  |  2 ½ baths

Main Level

Upper Level

7898 State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460

800-343-8928   web LoknLogs.com   email lnlinfo@loknlogs.com

Lok-N-Logs log homes feature borate treatment, kiln drying and a lifetime warranty against decay and wood digesting  

insects. Fully precut, rustic or shaped log homes offered in complete and weathertite packages. Call for free estimates.
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floor plans

877-275-9090 

www.hiawatha.com

Designing Dreams One Home At A Time...

At Hiawatha Log Homes, we think home is a gathering space for 

family and friends, a place to put your feet up, your sanctuary. 

Our mission is to custom design the home of your dreams with 

one on one service and quality craftsmanship.

The Patterson

Main Floor:  1 Bedroom 1 1/2 Baths

Lower Level:  3 Bedrooms  1 Bath

First Floor

877-275-9090 

www.hiawatha.com

At Hiawatha Log Homes, we think home is a gathering space for 

family and friends, a place to put your feet up, your sanctuary. 

Our mission is to custom design the home of your dreams with 

one on one service and quality craftsmanship.

The Patterson
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floor plans
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floor plans
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floor plans

Castlerock

Great Room

1st Floor

2nd Floor

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1 1/2
Square Footage: 1,456
Package Price: Call for Pricing

See this plan and many others
on our web site at:
www.honestabe.comwww.honestabe.com

Honest Abe Log Homes
9995 Clay County Highway
Moss  TN  38575
800-231-3695
931-258-3648
e-mail: info@honestabe.com

Master
Bed / Bath

Kitchen /
Dining

Loft

Open to BelowPorch Porch

Porch

WIC

Up

View our  oor plan collection

online by scanning this QR Code

with your smartphone:

www.honestabe.com

Castlerock

Great Room

1st Floor

2nd Floor

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1 1/2
Square Footage: 1,456
Package Price: Call for Pricing

See this plan and many others
on our web site at:
www.honestabe.comwww.honestabe.com

Honest Abe Log Homes
9995 Clay County Highway
Moss  TN  38575
800-231-3695
931-258-3648
e-mail: info@honestabe.com

Master
Bed / Bath

Kitchen /
Dining

Loft

Open to BelowPorch Porch

Porch

WIC

Up

View our  oor plan collection

online by scanning this QR Code

with your smartphone:

www.honestabe.com

Castlerock

Great Room

1st Floor

2nd Floor

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1 1/2
Square Footage: 1,456
Package Price: Call for Pricing

See this plan and many others
on our web site at:
www.honestabe.comwww.honestabe.com

Honest Abe Log Homes
9995 Clay County Highway
Moss  TN  38575
800-231-3695
931-258-3648
e-mail: info@honestabe.com

Master
Bed / Bath

Kitchen /
Dining

Loft

Open to BelowPorch Porch

Porch

WIC

Up

View our  oor plan collection

online by scanning this QR Code

with your smartphone:

www.honestabe.com

Castlerock

Great Room

1st Floor

2nd Floor

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1 1/2
Square Footage: 1,456
Package Price: Call for Pricing

See this plan and many others
on our web site at:
www.honestabe.comwww.honestabe.com

Honest Abe Log Homes
9995 Clay County Highway
Moss  TN  38575
800-231-3695
931-258-3648
e-mail: info@honestabe.com

Master
Bed / Bath

Kitchen /
Dining

Loft

Open to BelowPorch Porch

Porch

WIC

Up

View our  oor plan collection

online by scanning this QR Code

with your smartphone:

www.honestabe.com

Gibson
Bedrooms: 2
Baths: 2
Square Footage: 1,590
Package Price: Call for Pricing

See this plan and many others
on our web site at:
www.honestabe.comwww.honestabe.com

Honest Abe Log Homes
9995 Clay County Highway
Moss  TN  38575
800-231-3695
931-258-3648
e-mail: info@honestabe.com

Living Room Dining Room

Master
Bedroom Kitchen

Open to
Below

Bedroom

Loft

Storage

Porch

Bath

Bath

1st Floor

Deck

2nd Floor

View our  oor plan collection

online by scanning this QR Code

with your smartphone:

www.honestabe.com
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floor plans

The Hudson is the more affordable, downsized answer for those that like our 
McKay model. It features the same floor plan and features including the spacious, 
open-concept great room with timbered cathedral ceiling and large fireplace; kitchen 
with convenient access to the laundry/bath; master bedroom with adjoining walk-in 
closet and master bath. For more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans 
and Planning Guide for $10, call 800-368-1015. HochstetlerLogHomes.com.

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842

Hudson 1663 sq.ft.
3 BR/ 2 1/2 BA
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LOFT
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CLO. CLO.

STORAGE STORAGE

Chestnut Mountain
1,717 Sq Ft.  •  2 Bed  •  2.5 Bath1,717 Sq Ft.  •  2 Bed  •  2.5 Bath

First Floor

Second Floor

With a spacious, open fl oor plan, this house beckons you 
to bring the outside in with decks and porches wrapping 

around at almost every point. It won't matter if  you're 
entertaining or spending quiet time alone communing 

with nature, this home will be your peaceful haven from the 
hectic rush of  the rest of  the world.

1.800.962.4734
Jimbarnalog.com

Jimbarnatimberframe.com
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floor plans

Total Living Area ...................................................................................1,600 sq ft
Total Covered Porch ............................................................................. 1,076 sq ft

G E O R G I A
EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME

14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA 30536  

1-800-918-6881 

T E X A S
HEADQUARTERS • SALES • MANUFACTURING • MODEL HOME

8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605  

1-800-777-7288

U T A H
WESTERN SALES OFFICE • MANUFACTURING • DISPLAY OFFICE 

911 E. Hwy 89 N, Gunnison, UT 84634  

1-888-882-4645

satterwhiteloghomes.com

The Birchwood
1,600 square feet of living area 

3 bedrooms/2 baths 
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 www.Loghomeshows.com  866.607.4108

Log Homes | Timber Frame | Cabins | Log & Rustic Style Furniture | FREE Seminars & Demonstrations 

YOUR DREAM HOME STARTS HERE!

visit one of our shows and find the companies and products that will make up your new home

 Columbus, OH / January 29-31  

 Seven Springs, PA / November 13-15 
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BUILDER/DEALER BY STATE

CALIFORNIA

Authorized Sales 
Representative

EastErn siErra Log HomEs

Bill and Loretta Kirkpatrick

Kennedy Meadows, CA

760-375-2923

info@easternsierraloghomes.com

www.timberhavenloghomes.com

COLORADO

FLORIDA

www.wardcedarloghomes.com

Zephyrhills, FL 33539

(813) 783-5058

B��� H������
Authorized Representat ve of Ward Cedar Log Homes

GEORGIA

Authorized Sales 
Representative

InnovatIve Log Homes
Integrity - Quality - Value -
Service - Innovation

Toll Free: 888-896-LOGS

Ofc: 770-735-1894  Fax: 770-735-2069
mikemagill@innovativeloghomes.com
www.innovativeloghomes.com

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540

(706) 273-7140

www.ModernRusticHomes.com

BUILD

NEW YORK

Authorized Sales 
Representative

Log Chips, LLC
Fred & Deborah Krol
Lower Hudson Valley, Delaware, Ulster, 
Sullivan, Orange & Northern New Jersey

845-988-9622 (Warwick)
845-657-6851 (Shokan)
logliving@logchips.com • www.logchips.com

NORTH CAROLINA

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 • Chapel Hill, NC

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

OHIO

OREGON

TENNESSEE

LOG HOMES OF THE

SMOKIES
National Headquarters

6860 East Lamar Alexander Pkwy. 

Townsend, TN 37882

Toll Free: (888) 586-1916

www.LogHomesoftheSmokies.netwww.LogHomesoftheSmokies.net

1.800.962.4734
JimBarnaTimberframe.com

JimBarnaLog.com

World Headquarters

IDAHO

INDIANA

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
317-660-6369 • Noblesville, IN

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

MICHIGAN

LOG HOME

OUTFITTERS
National Sales Offi ce

Toll Free:
(877) 944-LOGS (5647)

sales@loghomeoutfi tters.com

Visit our website: WWW.LOGHOMEOUTFITTERS.COM

Dealers in U.S.A., Canada & Dominican Republic

Timber Frames - Log Homes - Restoration - Consulting

Chris Doyle • 517-404-5685
MasterBuildersSupply@gmail.com
MasterBuilders-inc.com

MISSOURI

Liberty Log Cabins
pre-cut cedar logs – custom designs

24 years experience nationwide

www.logs.net • 417-531-5729

www.wardrep.com/wardcedarloghomes

Hawk Point, MO 63349

(636) 597-3516

lfdonnaf@centurytel.net
Model Home

L���� � D���� F����
Authorized Representat ve of Ward Cedar Log Homes

NEW HAMPSHIRE

www.wardloghome.com

New London, NH 03257

(603) 526-2229

sonnylog@aol.com
Model Home

S�������� “S����” B�����
Authorized Representat ve of Ward Cedar Log Homes
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products & services

Go Green and 
Save Green 

from the Original  
Wholesale Supplier 
to the Log Home 

Industry!

(423) 920-8271 

P O Box 652, Niota, TN 37826

www.tennesseeheritageloghomes.com

VERMONT

www.wardrep.com/paulbakerconstruct on

Roxbury, VT 05669

(802) 485-6177

cedarhms4u@aol.com
Model Home

P��� B����
Authorized Representat ve of Ward Cedar Log Homes

VIRGINIA

WYOMING

Centennial Builders, llC.
Model Home in Centennial, WY 

(303) 435-0076 - centennialbuilders@msn.com 
www.cbl-realloghomes.com

WISCONSIN

Karen & Gary Tenfel

262-534-6280
cccloghomes.com

Designing and 
building exceptional

log homes since 1985.

CANADA

ONTARIO

www. woodlandcreekfurniture .com

Stimulating &

      Stylish
18,000 Unique Items

                 to satisfy     your senses.

More than

Hand-Carved 
Doors Crafted 
by Nationally 
Acclaimed 
Wisconsin 
Carvers!

View our full line 
of Interior and 
Exterior Doors on 
our website.

www.timbervalleymillwork.com

Big Rock Lanterns carries one of the largest, 
most distinctive collections of “Vintage Style”  
oil and electric lanterns and lamps anywhere!

770-866-5857

www.BigRockLanterns.com

Enjoy the Warmth of
“Vintage Style” Lighting 

With or Without Oil — 
Inside or Out!

www.woodworkersshoppe.comwww.woodworkersshoppe.com

Comins, Michigan  800-818-9971
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Customized Railings 
& Accessories

678.725.4446 cell
lawrence@theirontwig.com

800.474.8124 toll free
706.652.2264 office

The Iron Twig
Lawrence Smith

www.theirontwig.com

OFOFOFOF

Joe Pine Builders Inc
Restorat on Specialists

540-895-5585
Serving all your restorat on 
needs in VA WV NC MD & PA

www.joepinebuilders.com
Call or visit our website today!

DESIGN YOUR DREAM

From floor plans and 

financial tools to free 

design guides, the all-new 

MYWOODHOME 
will help your cabin 

or custom wood home 

come true.
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Visit LogHome.com/cbcinfo or scan the QR code with your smartphone to get FREE information on 

products and services (provided by the companies in BOLD below) that will help you build your perfect cabin.

COMPANY PAGE

Better Than Logs .............................................................. 82

Coventry Log Homes Inc. ...............................................86-87

CTA Products ..................................................................... 5

Eagle Panel Systems......................................................... 10

Hiawatha Log Homes......................................................... 85

Hochstetler Milling Ltd. ..................................................... 90

Honest Abe Log Homes Inc..............................................9, 88

I-Wood-Care .................................................................... 18

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber Frame Shows ....................91

The Log & Timber University ............................................59

The Log & Timber Home Show....................................60-61

Log Home Outfitters........................................................... 83

Log Home Outlet Inc.......................................................... 16

Log Investors Inc. ........................................................19, 90

Lok-N-Logs ...................................................................... 84

Midwest Wholesale Log Supply........................................... 13

Mike Windhom’s Old Wood ........................... Inside Back Cover

MossCreek ...................................................................... 89

Old Kentucky Logs ............................................................ 82

The Original Log Cabin Homes .................................Back Cover

Perma-Chink Systems.......................................................... 7

Research Products............................................................ 17

Sascho............................................................................ 11

Satterwhite Log Homes...................................................1, 91

Schroeder Log Home Supply Inc. .......................................... 5

Woodguard ..................................................................14-15

The Woodworkers Shoppe............................. Inside Front Cover

Yellowstone Log Homes ..................................................... 13

sales director

Rob Clutter
(931) 235-4706

rclutter@aimmedia.com

associate publisher

Isabel Sateri
(202) 468-3676

isateri@aimmedia.com

sales director, online

Heather Glynn Gniazdowski
(703) 731-9659

hgniazdowski@aimmedia.com

advertising account executives

Elaine Hope Nosaka
(703) 447-9555

enosaka@aimmedia.com

Rich Wilkinson
(931) 607-4767

rwilkinson@aimmedia.com 

classified ad sales/

events sales

Pam Stine
(540) 686-7015

pstine@aimmedia.com

log & timber home show

event sales

Samantha Watters
(863) 801-3475

swatters@aimmedia.com

advertising inquiries

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES

NEW OLD HOUSE

EARLY HOMES

DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK

PERIOD HOMES

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM

LOG HOME LIVING

TIMBER HOME LIVING

COUNTRY’S BEST CABINS

DREAM HOME SHOWCASE

CUSTOM WOOD HOME PLANNER

CUSTOM WOOD HOME STYLE GUIDE

MYWOODHOME.COM

FREE INFORMATION

ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA



SIT BACK 
ICONIC CHAIR IS THE BEST SEAT OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE. 

First patented as the “Westport Chair” by a New York manufacturer in 1905,  

this favorite all-American summertime perch is now known as the Adirondack chair.  

Variations abound, but most echo the original model’s reclining seat and wide arm rests,  

perfect for holding a cool drink and favorite beach book. If you travel to Canada,  

you’ll hear this cottage icon referred to as a Muskoka chair. E
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Mike Windhom’s
OLD WOOD

Dedicated to the preservation of our nation’s old growth forests.  Building since 1976 and 
providing reclaimed lumber beginning with tobacco wood since 1991. We’re one of the oldest 

providers of reclaimed � ooring, log cabins, hand-hewn beams and lumber in the business.

Experience matters and every customer gets my personal attention and the bene� t of that    
experience to ensure your complete satisfaction. Any amount – from one board to a truck 
load – we guarantee every board. Visit our web page, email or call for more information.

www.mikewindhomsoldwood.com 276.744.2505 oldwood@mikewindhom.com

facebook.com/mikewindhomsoldwood




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



