


EDITOR'S NOTE

Your home should be a

reflection of your personality, your tastes,
and your style. Unfortunately, many of the
houses we live in— with their similar styling
and off-the-shelf components — don't
necessarily live up to that seemingly simple
goal, They often reflect more about the
builder or the plans he used than they do

about the residents,

Thankfully, there are a whale lot of us out thers whoe
aren't contendt fo st it back and let somesne elses vidon
{or lack thereol ) define the places we live. On weekends and
evinings we arm ourselves with paint broshes, power wols,
fabric samples, and forthright determination and endeavor to
burri our houses into our hemee, We do i ourselves nol just
because it aaves us manoy, bail becauee i allows us to infuse
our owri ideas, styles, and personalities into the proces.

O covurse, a8 we embark on these DY adventures, most
of us can use a little help along the way. And that's exactly
what this magarine is here to offer, Whether you just need 2
hit of inspiration or you crave step-by-step nstruction, you'll
find every page filled with ideas that you can use and projects
that you can schieve.

S0 fire up that do-it-yoursell spizit and be confident that

regardless of how much tme, dill, or money you have, you
can make your home rellect who you ane.
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CLOSE TO HOME

If you want to make a bold style statement, the
“Avatar” palette provides the opportunity to do it

with a mix of funky, futuristic colors.

Tracking Color Trends

Paint can transform everything from photo frames to
entire rooms, but it won't do you any good if you can't
choose a color. If you get stuck at this step, you can turn
to a color trend forecast for inspiration. The Volce of Color
(VoiceofColor.com), a design system that provides online
color selection tools, and Pittsburgh Paints have come

up with four palettes to reflect the trends. For 2009 and
2010, the theme is Surreal/Real, and the palettes show the
contrast between down-to-earth and dreamy styles.

The "Wonderland"® palette is made up of
oft, romantic colors that make a rcom look
comfortable and elegant at the same time

6 OCTOBER 2009

This modern color palette, "Indie) actually las
traditional roots. The combination was inspired
by colors associated with agriculture and sarly

mdustry and js meant to invoke thoughts of fine

craftsmanship and simpler times




PROTECT YOUR HEALTH BY

Removing Radon

hame ol the dangeri in your hiome are invisible to the eve,
bt they can have serious consequences. Radon, a radioactive
Eas; b ong of those dangeri. If you haven't given mdon moch
thwght, cosmaicler thin 1ty the second leading cawse of hong
cancer after umrhh!:

Radon ix peleased into the sir when orsnism bresks down
in water, rock, or soil. It can come into buildings from the
snd] through cracks in the walls and Boormg and theough
BEps arvund sTVE pipes.

Radon intrusiin is mo small problem. Acconding o the
Emmronmental Protection Agency, nearly ooe in 15 homes
has a0 elevated radon level Fortonately, you Gn take action

First, youi |l need o puschase & radon testing kit brom
i hioimie cenler or an online retailer. |f the s=st shows an
elevaied bevel of radon, the Gret step ds to consult a raden
mitigation professional, Mitigation systems vary based on
your foundation and the matenial under your bouse.

Insralling a racdon mitigstion system 't cheap, but
it's & srnall price 1o pay for yoor health, You can find more
infarmiation about rsdon mitigation in your sate by viditing
EPA v T/ whereyoudive html

7,

I
=955y

I

|

Line farm of radon mitigatian involves intalling o vent pipe o
prill e harrmlud racdioaciive gas ot of your home,

Thrifty DIY: Rent Tools Online!

A

o T Buying a Home

i i ARSTRACT: A compilation of 3
haomigs owmnirihip Ristory,

CONTINGENCY: A condition, sach
i the sucpeysiul completion of 3
FateiTil LrviDeBC TRy, weliich mantt be
maed i the corviract 80 be Dinding

J { EARMEST MONEY: A deposit that
kr Lo e, 3 T potEntial buyer puts down upon
I " making an olfer cn a propery

TITLE: A legal dotument that proves
enversitrihio of a property,

CLOSE TO HOME






o wan et far an your DY to-dao ls

if youa dom’t measure pccurately — jost

ank AfyOThE whio ever citt a8 part thie

wrong size. Forfunately, no matter what
project you're working on, you' | And & measuring
tool that will go the diatance,

Folding woasd rule (a) have been aronnd for s
|-I'i|:F o bsist aaw abdll ansetud tombae Nlarny pﬁ':plr
choowr thesr handy 1ools because they e simple,
durable, and inevpenine

Tape mipasures like these (b)) o alio go-to
DY imizasuring tools ber many projects, and its
niet hard 1o eee whie They're compact and come
im mmany lengihu Generally, longer tape
measures have wider blades, so they
caty reach farther withowt collapsing
when you ixtend them. And even
basic models will automatically
metract thaie Blades of judi the
tomch of a button

1Y yoair mssiseriag nesds go
bryond the batic, though, you
can buy tape mrasre with extma
features. This meodel {c) not anly
sutomatically retrscts, bal also moto-
matically extends. That way, you'Tl
have a free hand 1o take messurements.

A tape mesmme with 3 bailt-in ber () is
anoither ol that allows you to maslticask. The
lnser '|'.|rm'|-_'|.1:s a ?ﬂ-[rr-ndlr'.nlar f..udr_ i oL (AR
mark a straight line 26 vou take yoir mesivment

Layers can algo come in handy if you need 1n
mieasure @ space that Ba'y easily sccessible. Soni
biger measuring tools (@] wee laser to targel a
location and then measore the distance. They 're
naol as accurate ib'tﬂp':"‘ measuees bul are conve.
nlent for tiking rough measurements

Althoogh the tools we've mentionaed so far will
b muitable for masy projedis, you May encomn e
8 project that requines you o cover o jround,
o Bess whon 520, o can gt & reel tape () that
will mezsmere op to 100 feel. U you can puschase &
measuring whesl (g that gety puibad dndund o
migase £ven Lirger arvai

When all of your messuring i done, you
vy st3l] need to comvery your messare-
mients i buy supplies or prepare project

componente & maverial eetimator (h)

will make thal step much sasier. Ll

it bo copvert moasurement unils and
datermine how much material pou’l!
need, B0 VOU WOR'T Wikt supplies

08 Comie up shodt. { Ser page 63 for
product resgurce, |

DiY GEAR 9



A FEW SIMPLE STEPS MAKE IT EASY TO

Revive a Rusty Shovel

Q_: I have an old shovel that'’s rusty
and has a beat-up wood handle. But
it's heavy-duty and well made, so

I hate to pitch it. Is there anything
Ican do to clean it up and make it
wseful again?

Mary Perkins
Albany, NY

A Agood-quality shovel can be

expensive these days. Replacing

one like you have could cost $50

or more. So yours is definitely well

worth saving,. In fact, there’s really

nothing wrong with your old shovel

other than the effects of neglect.
Thankfully, it’s easy to bring

an old rusty shovel or any similar

garden tool back into good working

condition so that it can provide
many more years of great service,

Start by scrubbing the entire
shovel with water to remove caked-
on dirt. Then let it dry.

Next, it’s time to get rid of the
rust. Use a wire brush or 60-grit
sandpaper to remove as much of'it
as you can. You don’t have to get
to gleaming metal, but remove as
much rust as possible. You'll find
this process to be much easier if you
clamp the shovel in a vise,

Now sharpen the shovel tip
using a file (Phota, right). This takes
a bit of work, but you'll be amazed
by how much better a shovel with a
sharp business end works,

With the blade clean and sharp,
use steel wool to rub oil into the

To sharpen a shovel, start by placing it in a vise. Then use a fine-tooth hle

to sharpen the edge. Hold the file with both hands, and swipe it downward

across the edge at the same angle as the existing bevel on the shovel blade,

It doesn't need to be razor sharp: just file until the blunt edge is gone.

steel. Any light household oil, such
as 3-In-One oil, works fine. Work
the oil in thoroughly, let it sit fora
while, and then wipe off any excess.

Now you can pay attention to
that handle. Start by sanding it with
medium-grit sandpaper (120- or
150-grit). Then wipe on a coat of
boiled linseed cil (available at the
hardware store). Apply several
coats, if necessary, until the handle
stops absorbing the oil. Then wipe
off any excess oil.

JJ What is the ideal height to cut grass? Shorter can “scalp” the lawn;

leaving it longer could cause the grass to lay over and look unsightly.

>
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ANSWERS

m‘:‘\
. d A screw-in
{f photocell allows any
' light fixture to automati-
| callyturn on at dusk and
off at dawn. It also alk
lows you to aim the
light detector
. toposition it
properly. j‘)‘

N
This photaocell \
turns on at dusk and

canbe programmedto |
l'h. turn off at dawn. Or use
the handy “random”
mode to vary the
light's shutoff  /
time. '

EASY
SECURITY
LIGHTING

PC T

Even the simplest
photocell like this
one can fitinto almost:
any light fixture. At less
than 510, it's an eco-
nomical way to
add lighting
control.

(Q: I'd like to add some security lighting
outside my home, but my current lights
aren't equipped for this. I'd hate to have
to replace all the fixtures. Do I have any
other options?
Jane Lonsdale
Duluth, MN

U PG RA D E S A : Outdoor lighting is one of the

best ways to beef up security, as well

as convenience, around your home.
Photocells that turn lights on at dusk
make it look like you're home, even if
you're not. Motion detectors turn lights
on automatically if any large object
moves through their detection area,

Adding these types of fixtures used
to be an expensive process because you
had to buy fixtures with the features
built in. These days, though, you'll find
a good selection of add-on photocells
and motion detectors as close as your
local home center.

Screw-in photocells, like those in
the Photos above, are simple to install.
Just unscrew the bulb and screw them
in. Many will work with incandescent
or compact fluorescent bulbs.

Screw-in motion detectors are
avajlable, too. They require wires from
the fixture to the sensor but are still
unobtrusive and easy to install.

True or False? Do-it-yourself carpet cleaners that you can rent will ruin your carpet.

12 OCTOBER 2009

False. rental carpet cleaners can be very effective. What causes problems is the
amount of soap that most of them recommend using. The cleaners don’t always have
enough power to suck up all the soap, which leaves a residue that attracts dirt. Cut the
soap quantity at least in half, and then clean away! '



WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

Engineered »s. Laminate Flooring

Engineered flooring and laminate flooring are both commonly used
these days as substitutes for solid-wood flooring. They look similar on the
surface but are quite different from one another and from solid wood.

Solid-wood flooring is, as the name implies, made up of planks that
are wood throughout. As wood floors have made a resurgence in recent
years, manufacturers have worked to develop realistic alternatives.
Laminate and engineered floors have been the result.

Laminate flooring consists of a man-made core covered by paper
imprinted with a photographic image of a wood plank. The photo
makes the floor look very realistic, and a finish layer on top protects the
image and makes the floor durable.

This construction gives laminate flooring a few highly desirable
attributes. First, laminate is far less expensive than real wood. Plus, it’s
available in styles that replicate the look of almost any wood, including
rare exotic species. And it’s very easy for a homeowner to install. On the
downside, laminate isn’t real wood, so it can’t be refinished. Once it's
worn, it has to be replaced.

Engineered flooring also starts with a man-made core, usually plywood.
But it's topped with a thin layer (about %4" thick) of real wood. It also
comes pre-finished, which means it’s ready to use as soon as it’s installed.

There are a couple advantages with engineered flooring. First, what
you see and feel is real wood. Second, the wood layer is thick enough
that it can be sanded and refinished at least once, maybe twice, before
having to be replaced. One disadvantage is that engineered flooring
costs more than laminate. Still, jt’s more economical than solid wood.

Wear LAMINATE FLOORING
Layer-.

Phote —

Image

Core™

Backer” .
On the surface, laminate flooring looks

like real wood. But underneath the
protective wear layer, it’s really just a
photo image of a wood plank that's
bonded to a core of man-made material.

ENGINEERED FLOORING
Factory-

Applied
Finish ~— — - = = -
/—- '.{ . e 4 _‘. Y Ty -

Solid”
Wood ]
bt

yd
Plywood

Core Engineered flooring has a top layer
made of solid wood that has been
bonded to a plywood core. This gives it
the look and feel of a solid-wood floor,
but at a lower cost,

HEAVY-DUTY
PICTURE HANGER

(Q: I have a very heavy (about 80 pound) framed print I'd like to hang. Of course, the place I
want it doesn’t align with a wall stud, so I can’t use a big nail. What are my options?

A The answer to your problem lies as close as your local home center or art store. Just pick
up a professional-quality heavy-duty picture hanger. You'll find models that are rated to hold

up to 100 pounds even when just driven into drywall.

To perform such amazing feats of strength (yes, this one is really supporting two
45-pound barbell plates without problem), the hangers are made from heavy-duty
metal, not cheap brass or lightweight materials. That prevents the hanger’s hook

from bending, which can happen with lightweight versions.

These hangers get mounted using multiple small nails — also made
of bigh-strength steel — to spread the load out over a larger area. That
prevents the pails from tearing through the drywall.

Paul Groves
Tulsa, OK
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| Cutting-Edge Home

Touch-sereen technology comes to home
heating and cooling with the Honeywell
Prestige HT, This high-definition, full-colos
programmable thermogat displays informa.
ton abont vour homes “tones” in an intaitiee
forrmiak. Your schedule and eomtort preferences
are programmed by the installer in o patented,
inferviesshased setop process. When used

a5 directed, Honoywell eetimates that home-
owners can cut anmal I':'.||-|'||_1 arcl .'|'u|[|||:_.;

cokts by anaverige of 3100 per pear.

FRICE S200-5700 installed aarias with home size)
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or B00<3128-5111
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Comfort Control

The modern level has changed very little since it was introduced in the 19205 —
] mow The Precision Bali Level from C.H. Hanson i 4 three-in-one toal
that features g 360-deégree, avistionatyle ball compads design. Its bold display
clearly shows iF 3 surface srea s bevel or plumdy Users can also see if surfaces are
lewel on both planes by laying the level on iis side and atilizing the coeshales o

the dispimy, Along with clesry prmted markings the crosshairs also allow the
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rItchy Trigger Finger?

Mo thee sama W40 (ormunla yoou ve ased for years comes in

non-derosod, erponomie can, WID-40 Trigger 'rag has a muolti
action neezle, 5o you can apply just the right smount, exactly
where you feed it The kepvy-duty spray irigger is leak-resistant
and has af "o pesition, so you wont ind an oilymess inoyeur
rinrage pobinet or koo hoa Plag, pnliks sereeale, yoo gt s
the can in your recycling binowhen its empry,

P PRICE: $12 120-02. Can)

LERRH monE WD 0 com
gd BES-324-T596

MICL Around 53 per irear foot
LENFS WAL FiberonDiecking oom
ar Bl0-571-8841

| -

FEEE 5330 lor fwe stoppeTs
LEAEA NOBEL | ey | by 2 ot
¥ B0 6 AT 18

TOOLS & PRODUCTS

TWISTED END TO DRIED-UP TUBES
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DO-IT-YOURSELF TIPS

CONQUER KITCHEN CLUTTER WITH

Pull-Out Baskets

Make an always-inconvenient lower kitcher e
easier to use with the addition of a set of these stylish
functional, and simple-to-build storage units.

"y
[aF}
o)
2

("

Most kitchens have “that one”

cabinet. You know the one I'm talking
about — the cabinet that’s so low to the
ground or so close to the corner that
you'd rather just leave it closed than
stoop down to look inside.

Luckily, Ryan Baller of Lincoln,
Nebraska, came up with a simple way to
make that cabinet a lot more functional.
All you have to do is remove the door
and then build this set of pull-out
storage units. The units extend out of the
cabinet for easier access (right), and you
can even remove the baskets themselves
and set them on the counter if desired.

Each unit consists of a plywood
frame that’s built to fit the width of the
cabinet and mounted to a pair of drawer
glides. The opening in the frame is sized
to fit a basket of your choice. (These
came from Target.) Then you can add a
wood handle to the front that’s stained
to match your cabinets’ finish.

Just measare your cabinet, and then
choose baskets that fill the space nicely.
For example, we used a tall basket on the
bottom with two shorter baskets on top.

0 a The sky’s the limit when it

comes to basket sizes and
styles for these pull-out
kitchen storage units. You
can choose baskets with a
clean, contemporary look or
maore traditional rope-twist
baskets. The opticns shown
at left are from Target and
Bed Bath & Beyond.

16 OCTOBER 2009

BESTTIP PRIZEWINNER!

For this issue’s award-winning tip, Ryan
Baller wins a Bostitch six-gallon air
compressor (Model #CAP2000P-0F)
volued at over 51800

SEND US YOUR TIPS
Mail:
Do-t-Yoursell Tips
2200 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, I
50312
: Email:
: DIV Tips@augusthomesom

RLLEGRIN



* Close Lids with Leverage.
Mike |srwn ol Wakes Forett, North Conofina
got tired of splatieving paint eveiywhers
while trying 10 Close paint an Boa with a
bt Thean Fae sedlfises thal an 180 WETB[
board would ecrl ot o sl He juil
[rettes firmily on e bossd with ong hand
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Super Seal.

Glad Pressn Seal plastic wrap s handgdy
nat anly n e Kitehen, bad s fos
hitrn® Impraverment. Charkes Pastial of
Brivigeviosy, Flinoly, lounn 1hal the woap
worked greal Tor ok g ol & Darhru
from dust and dabels while dolng &
bathroom remodel

Helpful Hoze.
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MULTI-PART DRYING RACK

Whean hi has & |01 ol praject parts Lo paesl o fimish, John
Brvwner of Phoenis, Arizona, relies on the rungs of has
partable \!uplq:ldr:r:. s Temporary drgindg rad ki, You can use

WHEELEARROW

Drink Holder

Want to add a comversation starter to your next aubdes
gathering? Arthur Lee of Santa Cruz, Califormia, roommends
ditching the standard cooler in faver of a more interesting
drink hodder — a steel wheslbarrow, Fill it with colorful beess
ot Savdas, dndd then sil back snd ket the good times moll

* =3 - .
- ol
||‘ 2 l.'-- | - 1:::
g -4,
e
T | FN, i
=4, Eeyl | Painted
] IRy o Project
iy Paity

dinee Ladider 1o Lafely wipport thoarted pieces. For longer
peres, just st up heed stepladden dide By ide 1o hobd [he
Dnatcly 83 Dby Ay,
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DO-IT-YOURSELF [P

GREATER

Grill
Table

1 v have n old gas :.';nll
wilh wood datd on ihe side,
tbume alabs might be looking
Hiemay by moww, o aboat 35
of msterialy, youi can cover the
sl sl s -.|||.'.!:'|r salution
frovn Bvan Bhiller of Lincola
veitwmilo Bipesia 11 ke
prpmeed worrs matered cevdis
beariti and mwreeterd shove
the &t '_;' tahed wlllh Cite

T T |.J Tl e |.J'..I.I
{reme 3 satr dsstane o the
polge ol the gl [ e hle even
terves 353 hoty ploe

‘q.—" '-.________h____-_.

SIMPLE MITERED MEASURING TIP

,m.'lu.' PP VORIt : L] .|i AT | N |"1h,"'|"l-'ll-' 15 Ml FEY V0 G 6N ADDUF DT eSS UfsTieEnE
;lr" -

= T o w2

froemn thed onditbe of & mutered or beweien cormer, Bug

Liory Moetn of lefiersonille, iniang disionessd
that i bacomies & bl ke il you align thal comer
with thie spige ol @ vl wurisce T sy spier Lo furkl
mEaiuhe from Ui 00 of thie weir Wertade o get 3

R S R T U E

3 WONDERFUL WALL REPAIRS

‘Wiorking with drpwall can be frutrating, bur these

resceny carme through with a few five-minute fisets # Mot sure how (o gat that josnt compobind off your
putty knite! Jodh Shirgy of York, Pennsybeania, shit

® Smuall nicks and scratches m drywall sometimes an ald coffes can dawn thee dlde and shides the knife

won T aslly arcept joint compound when you nesd to thraugh it 1o clean ol the compolind,

repaan e, Eyle Schuite of Knomlle, owa, “dmples”

these smpediecnons with the rounded end of a Sengwliiver
worewdmver handle Brst [Sustronon, nghdl, This makes :
an impression that readily accepts the commpound ",

® Drywall joinis can be tricey 1o gt flag, which is wiwy

Mike Schost of Ankerry, lowa chedks his work with the B indertation mah
edge of & credil card, i the cand rocka agsimi the wall T (O
miore sandeng is nesded fora flat jont

18 OCTOAER 20049



MAKE IT MY HOME

for
front ent?y e

Everyone wants their home to make a good first impression. putwhen homeowner
ponder how to smp wp etyie sroond the bowse, the fnont entry & ofen overdooted. That's @ shame, becare nothing beat
siylmh eniry area a Eiving pucsis and tamely members 2 warms welcome [t you e esdy (o @ your front eniry lrosn I.'Iurl.ng;
to beauniful, check ot these bodpat-irendly maleomern. We stared with an entry that looked pretty much like everyone else’s
{ “Hefore” Phata ] and dramancally ranstommed it n thoee diiferent ways. By choosng individual elements that stoped true in
wich deuign style, we schieved cobetrvr ook, As you pernsie thy nerr bw pages, think shout which svle would work best Lo
por own hivemie, Then mmplement your Bvonte updaies, referming 10 the Roswees o page 63 for specific baying informition
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MAKE IT MY HOME

fresh,

youthtul

cottage

Cottage style is to decorating
what mulligan stew is to
cooking: Anything goes.

TR

What could be better, in these tough economic
times, than a design style that actually embraces
cast-offs and flea market finds? Cottage style was
born in America’s summer cabins and cottages.
Rejected furnishings from a family’s “real home”
made their way to the cottage, and no one cared if
nothing matched or things looked a little shabby.

Nowadays, cottage style is sought-after thanks
to its appealing blend of light colors, casual
fabrics, and fun vintage accessories. It's perfect for
today’s informal lifestyles, and it can work in many
kinds of homes, not just cottages. Just remember
that any odd or imperfect item can enhance this
style, as long as it helps make the space charming,
comfortable, and truly individual.

awan

i

] “DRESS DOWN" THE DOOR 3] MAKE NIF ! 5] PAINT THE CO‘JCR""‘E
To give the standard entry Te create @ umique address Cottage style often has a light

doar a rustic bpard-and-batten plague with a iin l and l_. eezy feel, lik
look befitting a beach cottag we scuffed up purc] &l  atthe shore, so we ga
we attached some " x 19" house numbs concrete stoop two coats of

wood strips to a flat door with paper and mour

!
{

canstruction adhesive an imperfect, weatherad board.  sof

2] GO “OLD"'\J.?'ITH LLG‘*T[NG 4] ADD A VINTAGE MAILBOX 6] TACK ON & STIUTTER

These lakesha While there are plenty af This is a style that welcames
porch lights, mo reprod ailboxes on unexpected 1 , like an old
backer boards pain! the mas scided Lo visit hutter hung where shutters
had a local salvag re and pick wouldn't normally be. IT it's
1] 1 0 give gur recycled or reimagined, it can
cottag eniry authentcity, fitinto a cottage-style scheme
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MAKE IT MY HOME

Today’s traditional style
is classic without being
ostentatious.

If you think “traditional” means staid and
stuffy, you'll be glad to know that the new
traditional style [s understated, unfussy, and
functional. Like the updated entry shown here,
traditional style strives for a homey ambience
that can be adapted to many styles of houses,
from Colonials to Victorians to bungalows.
Wood is usually finished in warm shades,
and colors often come from the mid-range of
tones, although it’s fine to use dark and light
accent colors. Patterns are prominent, but in
an orderly and calming sort of way.

Today's traditional style has a casual sense
of balance, as seen in the two different-sized
planters framing the door. Traditional spaces
crave predictability, so you wouldn’t want to
mix in eclectic modern or antique accessories.

1] REPLACE THE DOOR Thi 3] NAIL ON NUMBERS Adcdi 5) STAIN THE CONCRETE
. four-inch-high pewter hou

2] REPLACE THE HANDLESET 4| SWITCH OUT THE MAILBOX 6] UFDATE THE PORCH LIGHTS
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MAKE IT MY HOME

CoOl,

clean

contemporary

Those who choose contemporary style
appreciate its clean, uncluttered vibe.

The underlying simplicity of contemporary design often plays out in monochromatic color schemes punched
up witha pop of color. That's why this front entry’s modern makeover features lots of stainless steel acces-
sories located on and around a bright orange door. Straight lines and dramatic geometric shapes are also
hallmarks of contemporary design, as exemplified with the updated porch lights, mailbox, and planters.

Contempory style is defined by texture, as well. Brushed metal, chrome, and glass are staple materials,
with natural accents like wood and stone worked in for textural interest and contrast. And while today's
contemporary style remains minimalist, it can offer the feel of a comfortable retreat. It’s equally appropriate
for urban lofts, suburban homes, or any space where subtle sophistication is the goal.

1[ FU";‘IP UP THE DOOR We brushed a bold hus
e entay door and installed a satn chrome
dleset. A knocker made with a real stone

a :i ds text

2] REPLACE THE PORCH LIGHTS Mounted on
both sides of the doer are alurninus
wall L m[ﬁ in a cylindrical shape that make an
unmistakably modem statement.

3] ATTACH NEW NUMBERS Stainlessstes], rmid
century modern house numbers now ¢
door, Industrial-strength, peel-and-st

ensures 'JL\ slay I]II

4] ADD POP WITH COOL FLANTERS Galvanized
iteel planters in an
the contemporary effect and make eye-catching

interasting shape beef up

els for low-maintenance yucca plants

5] SWAP "Hr “TALL.BClh l s eve-catching,

11§ stainless steel body will never rust

6] ADD SOMETHING UNDERFOOT
% -.|'] rovicl

glass and .'l.:- & good j
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FROM
WASHED
SR

Wow!

remventyour aundry room

The laundry room is one of those places where you have to spend a lot of time.
i = But chances are it’s not a place where you actually want to spend time. That was

E e e, certainly the case with this basement laundry room (Before Photo). It was clut-

i tered, dreary, and far from functional. Clothes hung from water pipes overhead to
dry, while others were draped on collapsible drying racks that gobbled up most of
the floor space. Other than a few ineffective shelves, the room offered little storage.
There wasn't even, a sink for rinsing and hand-washing clothes.

The room wasn’t very inviting, either. The block wall behind the washer and
dryer was shabby and peeling, with the wires and water pipes that feed the appli-
ances in plain sight. In other words, this laundry room wasn't that much different
than a lot of others — maybe even yours.

Take a look at the A fter Photo, though, and you can clearly see that even this
loser of a laundry room could be transformed into one that not only works a lot
better, but also looks great. That means you can transform yours, too.

To simplify this room reinvention, most of the components were pulled right
off the shelves of the local home center. That includes the shelving and cabinet
that add much-needed storage, as well as the countertop that we used to create
a sorting and folding area and the big utility sink that fits into the counter, To
provide space for air-drying clothes,
we scratch-built a pair of clever
wall-mounted drying racks (which
we'll show you how to build starting
on page 33).

Read on for a complete guide
to what we did to transform this
washed-up laundry room and to
learn how you can do the same.

LAUNDRY ROOM MAKEOVER 27



A NEW LOOK
FOR TIRED
OLD WALLS

Like a lot of unfinished basement walls, the wall behind the
washer and dryer in this laundry room left a lot to be desired.
For one, it was ugly. The concrete block wall had layers of
peeling paint. Plus, all the pipes and wires that ran to the
appliances were exposed. And, being a concrete block wall, it
always retained a cold, clammy feeling.

To remedy that, we finished out this wall. The HHustration
on page 29 shows how you can do the same to bring a much
more appealing look to any basement wall.

Prepare the Block — Before you tackle a basement wall
finishing project, first take care of any moisture issues that
might exist. Make sure that gutters outside are in good shape
and that the ground slopes away from the house, so water
can't find its way in.

Next, check the basement wall thoroughly and fill any
holes and gaps between the blocks with repair mortar. You
can buy it at any home center in the concrete-supply aisle.
It's a dry powder that gets mixed with water and then applied
with a small trowel. It sets up fast, so you can quickly get on
to the next step.

Even if your basement is free of leaks and moisture,
it’s a good idea to coat the block wall with waterproofing
paint before moving on. 1 used WaterTite-LX, a latex-based
product from Zinsser (se¢ page 63 ).

Add Furring Strips — With everything sealed up, you
can turn a bare basement wall into a finished interior wall.
That's done by attaching 2x2 studs known as furzing strips
to the wall. Space them 16" on center, just like conventional
wall studs. You can see them in the Hlustration on page 29.
You'll also need to “box in” the areas around the water supply
valves and drain for the washer to allow access.
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To keep the room warm, fill in between the furring strips
with rigid foam insulation. A few dabs of construction
adhesive will hold each piece in place.

Put On a Good Face — With that done, you can add the
finished wallboard. Instead of drywall, we chose beadboard
plywood. Tt comes in 4x8 sheets with the beadboard pattern
cut into it. That means once it’s in place, all it needs is a coat
of paint — no taping, mudding, or sanding like drywall. The
only challenge is cutting holes where needed for outlets and
other access areas. You'll need to do this before the bead-
board gets installed.

First, carefully measure and lay out each opening. Next,
drill holes at the corners, so you can slip in a jigsaw blade.
Then cut out the openings.

One side of this room js defined by the basement
stairway, which had been partially walled in and filled with a
couple of useless shelves that had become a catchall for junk,
We decided the best solution was to tear out the old wall
completely and frame jn a new one that reached all the way
to the floor. This process is really easier than it sounds. Just



Sright white beadboand turns what was

a wall of nCkety shalfvd into 8 clean
i B Wl b v miely ressiyledd
rooie. A pain of drying racks (e poge

AN make thin wall luncoanal s wall

Barsisheng an wugly block wall i arprivingty easy. Thin duds
callod furrireg st provicle the enrtwe snd besdboard
o B oY, Mierrs THhaet con® be Biciden, ke the dryer vent and

wiliher fuphly vEWEL [ e iy it walth & COAL of maird

nil 224 stucls (o @ top and bottom plate, stand the asembly in place,
und then fasten it. In a basement, yoo can vse masondy screws to attach
the hottom plate to the concrete Aooe. Nails will attach the top plate to
the joists overhead.

Thar done, we capped the wall studs with more beadboard 1o match
the other new wall and to provide 3 sturdy mounting place for the
dothes drying racks that will be added later. A door encloves the rest of
the area under the sfairs to furm this space into & convenient cloiet,

Afrer thar, we painted all the walls. White paint on the beadbaard
miakes the room bright. Bold teal on the other twio walls adds some styli
and a much-needed pop of coloe. See page 83 for paint colors

2ul farwrg wrips . )
e traming
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Aebling & eounmtmriop is o fantastic way to amp ups the
fanctian of a laundry room, [t provides armple space for
Foddling, mendding, snad many otfsr dhores. A cropein
utilizy sirk ek 3 ot of convenmmnoe, oo wiihout
ipsing the Aoor space of 3 freestanding madsl Wine
shehves fielp kesp the counter free of clatey




A WELL-
DESIGNED
WORK AREA

I ther calel Lemsmelry rosoem lyout, there wasn't o place: for folding
hothvi. Thae meant they all gol carred upstaie s fodded on
& tabde or bead. A long counteriop in the retmvenizd laondry
s b Lot B prowides plenty of space for folding and
emalies u st staging arcs for all kinds of laendry chores.

Tha top was eavy 1o imstall b just o post-foomed kitchen
counteriop picked op ot the home conter for less than 573,
Rathser than resting on lop of cabinets, il geis mouanted bo the
weall on hewvy-duty brackets | Musiradion)

That leaves the irea undernesath open. ﬁupﬂ!ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂnﬂt
wpace and provides § place o stash 4 rolling Londry-sortmg
bin. kt halds dothes withowt causing chetter.

The countertop b msde even mone aseful with the addition
o a drop-im etility sink. This one ke the big freetanding
wiiliry sbnks found n meny baosdry rooms, bat it's desigred to
i inko 3 countertop. We purchased the sink a5 3 ki, complet=
with the fsucet and plumbing parts, fior just $125 (s page 63).

Too install the sink, lay out its location on the coantertop.
Dorill bersless e the comer, and then con e opening with
= figsaw. i you're not experienced with plambing, yoo cn
call in a plumber 10 get everything hooked up. We lnpped
one end of the countertop with a large cabinet (actually 2

wiithin easy reach but out of sight. It's spaced sway from the
wall b rmake acress emier and to cleara plumbing pipe on
the wall [ Top View).

To add even more storage, mount a set of shelves above
the countertop. Ventilated wire shelves from the chowet aisle
work great here. They doo't collect the lind that inevitably
fibes aromened 3 Lavwudey room and lasds on every Bat sorface.

The shebves sre eawy 1o insfall. Just mount & hortrontal rail
o the wall, and then hang dheli ttandards fom it You'll find
the standards in 3 variety of lengtha. Shell brackets lock Inio
the itandsrds without toob “Then skp on the shebees, and
vou e set. [Fyou can't find shelves in the lengths you need,
yieus i ek thierm o length with 2 hacksaw pr bolt cuften.

ADD'WALL RACKS -

Soine of the big space-saten in the otgina Lisnkey romm
werr the racks vsed 1o sir-dry clothes. Though fanctional,
they were abways in the wax A pait of wall mousted diying
raciks allow ¢asy sir-drying without gobbling up foor space.
Turs o page 13 o st how exvy if i bo make one of thewr
racks yourself. And check ouf page X1 for more grest scos-
saries that will make sty laaadry room monr uselul

LALMDRY ROOM MAKEOVER n
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Lighting: Floaring:

Fluorescent fixtures are Carpet squares are comfort-
great for handling the main able underfoot, attractive,
lighting load in a laundry and easy to replace if an

room. A three-light pendant area ever gets stained or
above the washerand dryer,  damaged. Just pull up the
though, adds task lighting affected ones, and leave the
and a touch of style. rest in place.

Shelving:

White wire shelves above the countertop work great and look

good, to boot. Where there was no storage before, there’s now
lots of easily accessible space for all kinds of laundry supplies.

Baskets help keep things tidy.

STYLE WITH SUBSTANCE

Making this room functional was the primary goa) of this
redo. A laundry room is a work room, after all. Because this
room has built-in work space, though, it’s definitely going to
be a place where you’ll spend more time folding and ironing.  Rolling Cart:

That means it’s important that the room be comfortable and ~ This laundry cart is perfect for holding freshly folded items,

inviting. To that end, we accessorized it carefully. wet clothes on their way to the drying racks, or air-dried

clothes waiting to be fluffed. Designed for commercial usé, it
—Written by David Stone, illustrated by Erich Lage, project won't ever wear out in a home, and its industrial-chic styling
designed by James R. Downing . camplements the rolling laundry sorters, too.

Ironing Board Holder:

An inexpensive ironing board
holder keeps the board out
of the way and even stores
the iron and a can of spray
starch. It’s a handy, simple-
to-add addition to the room.

Laundry Sorter:

A rolling laundry sorting

bin provides an easy way

to ensure that laundry gets
properly sorted by load type,
The ane we chose is only 30"
tall, meaning it can easily slip
underneath a countertop.
Plus, this one even offers a
bit of style but still costs only
$40 (see page 63).
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FOLD-DOWN

Rack

Save money, save
energy, and save your
clothes by air-drying
them. This clever wall-
mounted drying rack
holds a lot of garments
and folds neatly away
when it's not in use,

Adr-idryimng i o gress way io make
pour dloihes last longes sl e
energy dollar go further, B
eliothed drying micks that ot on
the Hoor eal up (o5 of space, and
thay e notorisuily limsy,

This drying mck snlves both
af those problems. it mounts to
it wall anil can be folded flal
when not i use, When you need
it, thie rack offers close to 20 fest
of hanging space without taling
ap pry oo space. But perhaps
thie best part is that you can
make one yourself in a fust few
hoiies for less money than you'd
sl to huy one




e

. b "‘555#

Before you start building the rack, look
over the Hlustrations on page 35. They
show how simple this project really is.

The arms are made from 34"-thick
oak boards. Rails made from aluminum
tubing span between the arms at the
front and back to create a sturdy struc-
ture. Then plastic-coated clothesline
gets woven though the arms, pulled
tight, and tacked in place. Finally, the
whole assembly hangs on nylon straps
that just get screwed to the wall and to
the drying rack arms.

In use, the nylon straps hold the
drying rack horizontal, so garments
can hang freely from the lines. When
you want to stow the rack away, all you
have to do is pivot it up and hang it on
a couple of hooks that get mounted to
the wall.

= o T
[2] Clamp the clothesline to hold it taut,
and then secure it with a 14" staple.
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Start with the Arms — Now you
can start by cutting the arms to length,
and then using a jigsaw to shape the
rounded ends. Then lay out and drill #"
holes where shown for the clothesline
cord. Switch to a spade bit, and then
drill holes for the aluminum rails (see
Fig. 1). That done, you can sand the
sharp edges, and then coat the arms
with polyurethane finish.

Rails Come Next — Next, cut two
4-ft. long pieces of aluminum tubing.
You can do that easily with a hacksaw
or with a pipe cutter,

Now you can assemble the rack.
Start by flipping one arm end for end.
This positions the double holes used for
securing the clothesline at the front of
one arm and the back of the other. Slip
the arms onto the rails so the ends of the
tubes sit flush with the outside face of
each arm, and then pin the rails in place
by drilling holes and driving in screws.

‘With those assembled, it’s time to
add the clothesline. To do that, first
loosely weave the line through the
holes. Now, secure one end by driving
a staple into the inside face of one arm.
Next, pull the line taut one section ata
time. As you pull one section tight, use
a clamp to hold the line taut. When you

~ get to the end, pull the line back inside

the arm and staple it in place (Fig. 2).
Now you can add the nylon straps
that suspend the rack. You can purchase
this type of strap by the foot at a fabric

store or from the source on page 63.
Cut two pieces of strap to length, and
then lay out the holes where shown for
screws that will secure the straps to the
arms. Then make holes for the screws

[1] Stick the arms together using
double-faced tape, and then dill
all the holes. That way, the holes
will be aligned in both arms.

[3] Attach the straps to the arms using
scraws and finish washers.

by burning through the straps with the
tip of a soldering iron.

You'll also need to drill holes in
the lower edge of each arm. Then you
can install the straps (Fig. 3). You'll
want to drive in a small brad where the
strap wraps around the front edge of
each arm. This prevents the strap from
slipping off the front of the arm when
you raise or lower it.

Rack “Em Up — Finally, you can
install the rack. To do that, lay out its
position on the wall, and place screw-in
wall anchors in the wallboard. Then
drive in the lJower mounting screws.
Raise the rack, bring the strap ends
together at the upper mounting point,
and drive in those screws.

To complete the project, drive a
couple of hooks into the wall (again
using hollow wall anchors if necessary).
These hold the front rail when the rack
is folded against the wall.

—Written by David Stone, illustrated
by Erich Lage, project designed by James
R. Downing
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a#d’n-hg hlmdry is your least favorite chore, you're not alone. But new
_ 25 offer features that eliminate some of the things
it this tedious task. We'll show you some washers
the process faster, Hllll';lﬂd more efficient,




eople often include laundry among their most dreaded

household jobs, One of the reasans that it’s such an unpleasant task is that

laundry rooms are usually unattractive and dungeon-like, which you can hx

with ideas from our laundry room makeover on page 26. But your laundry

applhiances could also be doing much more to ease the chore of cleaning your

clothing. Lackily, washer and dryer manufacturers have added a number of

convenient features to address some ¢f the raost apnoying aspects of laundry

day. For example, large-capacity washers and dryers will reduce the number of

trips }'uu'l] make to and from the laundry area. Plus, some muodels ofler intermit

tent tumbling after the nermal cycle has ended, so you won't have to rush to get

clothes out of the drver before they

Features like these are available
in appliances that have sleek, stylish
appearances. The washers and dryers
also give you the peace of mind of
knowing that your appliances can help
you protect your clothing— and in
some cases, the environment. On the
next few pages, we'll show you some
washers and dryers that make doing
laundry a less distasteful task. For more
information about the models shown,
turn to page 63.

SOPHISTICATED STYLE. When it
comes to washers and dryers, it’s what’s
inside that counts. But it’s also bard to
ignore the updated lpok of the newest
laundry appliances. Their rounded
shapes, shiny finishes, and convenient
controls make them much more

wrin

le.

appealing. This is good news since it’s
becoming more common for laundry
rooms to be located closer to the main
living spaces in homes. When your
appliances are placed in a more visible
area, you'll want them to add to your
home’s style rather than detract from it.
Many washer and dryer models
offer beyond-basic color options, too.
The colors range from the vibrant
green of Electrolux’s front-load washer
and dryer (shown on page 39) to the
sophisticated champagne hue of the GE
Profile “colossal capacity” front-load
washer. Of course, you can still choose
white if you prefer a classic look.
CUSTOMIZABLE SETUP, You're
no longer limited to placing your
washer and dryer side by side. With

proper ventilation, many models can
be stacked to fit narrow spaces, You
can also get washers and dryers with
storage pedestals underneath. Some of
these pedestals, like the SmartDispense
pedestal available for the GE Profile
front-load washer, even have dispensers
inside that automatically release the
amount of detergent that’s appropriate
for your load.

If you want to take sleek, stylish
appliances a step further, consider
a washer and dryer that are fully
integrated into your laundry area. Asko
has created the UltraCare integrated
washer and dryer (shown opposite),
which blend seamlessly into the room
by fitting under counterteps or inside
closets. The appliances’ doors can

This GE Profile washer
and dryer pair offers
steam tzchnology for
axtra cleaning options,
Plus, you can purchase

matching pedestals.

The Samsung front-load
washer pictured here
can sanitize clothing,
and its matching dryer
automatically adjusts
the load's drying time.
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be covered with accessory panels in
stainless steel, white, or black to match
your decor. Customers may also use
their own custom panels to match their
cabinetry. And since the manufacturer
has set the appliances’ life expectancy
at 20 years, they probably won't wear
out before you're ready to remodel.

FRONT-LOADING FEATURE. A nice
appearance alone isn't enough to make
most people upgrade their washer
and dryer. But the convenient features
offered by these washers and dryers
merit a closer Jook.

The most noticeable difference
in today’s top-of-the-line washers is
that many of them are front-loading.
These front-loading washers use less
water because they don't have to fill
up completely like top-loading models
do. Their design also lets you fit more
clothes into the washer since they don’t
have the central agitator found in top-
loading models.

SIZED TO FIT. Washer and dryer
capacity has increased, as well. This will
save a lot of time, especially for families
that have to do a lot of laundry. Large-
capacity washing machines ofter more
than four cubic feet of space inside, and
some dryers have room for more than
seven cubic feet of laundry.

If you have a small space, though, a
large washer and dryer pair might not

be in the cards. You could, of course,
buy a compact washer and dryer.

But Fagor has created an appliance
that combines washing and drying in
one machine. The appliance has 16
programs and lets you choose to wash,
dry, or do both.

QUIETER CLEANING. Placing your
washer and dryer within your living
space used to bring concern about
noise and vibrations. Manufacturers
have addressed these concerns with
models that boast suspension systems,
which drastically reduce rattling. For
example, the Whirlpool Duet washer
shown above has a six-point suspension
system that cuts down on vibrations
during the spin cycle.

SMART SETTINGS. Many of us select
our laundry settings without really
thinking about which options will work
best for the load of laundry that we're
cleaning. Some washers and dryers
have sensors that will help determine
the best cycle settings, so you won't
have to. For example, the GE Profile
front-load washer shown on page 37
has a wash system that automatically
detects the size of your load and
adds the right amount of water. The
Whirlpool Duet dryer features a system
that monitors how fast your laundry
load is drying and automatically stops
the cycle when it’s done.



After the laundry is dry, you'l]
probably pull out at least a couple of
items that are wrinkled. If you can't get
to the dryer before your clothing cools,
you're stuck ironing set-in wrinkles.
You can buy some time by choosing a
dryer with a tumbling feature designed
to prevent wrinkles. Samsung’s super-
capacity steam dryer, for example,
tumbles your clothing without heat
after it’s dry to keep it wrinkle-free.

CLEAN WITH STEAM. You may
have noticed that many new washers
and dryers tout steam technology.
This feature is useful in a number of
ways. First, steam is great for wrinkle
reduction. The Maytag Performance
Series dryer in the Photo at left is just
one example of a dryer that can relax
wrinkles by using steam technology.

Laundry appliances with steam
technology also come in handy for
refreshing clean clothing that you
haven’t worn in a while. Some dryer
models have a “refresh” setting, so you
can take advantage of steam's ability to
reduce wrinkles and odors. That way,
you won't have to fully wash clothing
that doesn't need a regular wash cycle.

Steam also provides a way to
sanitize items that you want to get as
clean as possible. Towels, bedding, and
children’s clothing are great candidates
for the steam sanitizing cycle in a dryer.

If you live with someone who has
allergies, you know how important it is
to reduce allergens at all costs. Steam
cleaning can come to the rescue yet
again in this situation by removing
allergens from clothing. The LG
ultra-capacity steam washer even has
an “Allergiene” cycle, which gets rid of
allergens such as pet dander.

PROTECT YOURWALLET. Another
great feature of new washers and
dryers is that they have a smaller
impact on the environment, and that
means they’ll have a smaller impact on
your wallet in the long run, too. Most
feature-loaded washers conserve water,
and many washers and dryers even
exceed Energy Star requirements. The
Bosch Vision washer has an Active-
Water system, which according to the
manufacturer uses 70 percent less water
per load than the industry average.

A laundry room leak can become a
costly disaster, so it’s worth looking for
models with leak protection features.
In addition to its water-saving system,
the Bosch Vision washer has a sensor
that detects leaks, shuts off the water,
and pumps out any remaining water to :
prevent damage. Technology like this : 1l
might be enough to make laundry day a
little less stressful.

— Written by Alyssa McNab
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One Smokin
F o NOt— -
Turn a store-bought fire bowl into an attractive yard
feature that the whole family can enjoy. All it takes are

some paving stones from the home center and a
few hours of work.

T 1

—{ verybody enjoys the warmth and comfort of a natural
A_/wood fire. It's one of the main reasons that decorative fire
bowls have become such popular items at every store from The
Home Depot to Walmart. The bowls available today even come
with a screen on top that serves as a spark arrestor, which means
they're safe to use in most municipalities, (But be sure to check
your local codes.)

If you were to just set the fire bowl on a patch of grass,
though, you'd be missing a real opportunity to add style and
function to your yard. This project gives a decorative fire bowl
the prominence it deserves, And with the help of a shallow
recess that's surrounded by a square of tumbled concrete pavers,
it still blends naturally with the yard around it. These features
give the fire pit a feeling of permanence, making it a welcome

addition to your outdoor living space.

Making Your Own — The other nice thing about this fire
pit is that it doesn’t force you to commit to a time-consuming
project. In fact, you can build it in an afternoon and enjoy a
fire that evening. Plus, you can do it all for about $300 worth
of materials from the home center — the fire bowl itself; wall
blocks to create the wall around the pit; 13" square pavers; and
some gravel, sand, and decorative rocks to form the base. As far
as the work goes, you can realjstically complete this projectin a
few hours. We'll walk you through the construction process over
the next few pages, and then offer guidance on accessorizing and
personalizing the pit to make it an attractive part of your yard.
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To make the fire pit, you'll want to start
by arleciing & fre bowl, [ The one we
used is listed on puge 83, You can use
its diamizter o deferming the size of the
it bmedl and its siyle o determine -
th rype of blocks you'll exe. Or bowl
wan MU in ilameter, so we sorroundsd
il widh |V sguare povens to oeste a pi
with ain inner dismension of Y07 1 3197

Wi chose these povers because they
husd mnasitchongg tumbled concrete wall
blodis that we coold e to boild the
iminey walls of the g You Tl abso need
enough gravel 1o oreste 447 base Lipes
under the blodks and bow! { wr ased
aboart @ half-ton), a few bags of wnd to
leve] the blodks, and mm.drfnrnwr
stones | wWe whed gray slate |

The next consideration = the loca
thon of the pil. Fiest, check your local
codes to make sure you place i s safe
distance from any structeires. Then, call
the utility company and ask ther o

a2 OCTOBER 1009
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ok | SOCH
" 7" 1T

Lo L L]
% iy

mwir ke arvy wtiEry ke on the ares where

you e Aheinking aboul digging.

The fiew put needhs 1o e bevel, 50
e 1 ezl b0 Bodd a patch of yard that's
relatively Mal As pods cah e, Oars s

a slighe grade to &, bt i was sebile
enaigh that o pit sl booked good
Ly i Ohant & Dhig Im — Wk yous
srpplies on hand, pou can get o work
Step one 8 bo lay out the pavers w form
the suthine of the pid. Lse 3 fape messone

T ke gure they 're square from side to
side and positioned correctly in the yuind,
Ohice yau bave them where you want
thierm, mse @ Hat-bladed showel to seore
the putkine of the pit in the grass (R, 1]
The next step is 10 dig out the it bo
depeh that matches the combined thick
ness of your base, biocks, and panen
| Bstrarsion, abowr ). When you get oesr
the boftom, take some tirme 10 gt the
sariace kevel and the wehes stranghi

Create a Hawe £ \Wall

[ 1] Seore ihe Grass

[2] Compact the Nass

[ 3] The Sand Salution

[4] Build the Wall



Add Pavers & Stone

[5] Bash the Blocks
ril

[&] Backfll with Sail

i I
[ 7] Lock Down the Pavers

Pour in the Bass — With the sall
out, the gravel can go in. You'll nerd &
bt i foems i 4 b Ly, bt thsis Ehiach
bryer of gravel will enmure that the fire pit
itirys stable and drans moEiure by

To add the gravel. just dump it in and
rake it out. Get it a5 bevel an possible, and
Ueen s i hand Lampes 1o comvpadt i Bai
and wmooth {Fg 2L A you gl <lose To
iter depth of gravel you wang, use 3 tape
meaiare to check the depth and a long
lewel v check the ilarnes

Basild the Wall — The mest sbep i
al.l-.'lln-; thie wall Blocks, and this 5 whete
the i come in. By rakking ot 5 thin
layer of sand shswr Uhe Ku'n,l yOug Cami
ot thas the blocks wr il and bevel
with one another 2s you Ly them along
cach ade of the wall {Fyg &)

Wi wagsled the (o of the weall
Dlocks ro b receuied 1° belunad the
jurerTs on MO, B wr ked b VT B Pl
tom st Frst block before J..l'pm!: thigan
Abin, krep in mind vhet only the froni
(sies of these Bocks wifl be vuble after
s pull o0 Ui pivers. Thal means yoo
can wtart laping the blocks o tew nches
Erom each oorner and mwhp .n!h:lmm.g
hikscks ab the cormers b malke e all ia
pm-lrrrllp. We were aple o maks the wally
withot cutting & sngle block

As vou work your way around the

pit Laying blocks, check periodacally
fo b sure they e level [Fg 40 Yoy
can place & handful of sand undemeath
ihe blocks or tap the surface with &
el wasd o serap block toomake small
addjuarments s needed [ Fyg, 5, Once
il the Blocks are land, baclkhll bahind
and beide them with aodl [ Fig, 6,
Finish It Up — Wiih the blocks in
place, you're ready 1o sdd the pavers
io the top. I you fook the time o
pition drd level your base Liyer and
winll Blocks correctly, this part should
bee gaav. S0l we touk g lew minakes

Fire Pit Accessories

Ta tranfoem this ¥ Chairs and fables
fieepitintoagreat  * Cironella condles
gathering 1pot, ¥ Firg-trading foids

o e the ¥ Firgwood holder

T BCTEREONES: ¥ Telescoping forks

st 1ot just 3 { e bt dhags armd snazrshiosadlares)
hartful that we ¥ P irpns sendwich miskers
mecormmend- ¥ Fire extinguisher wecirly

{fow safetys k)

e drv-fit all the pavess first, Then, we
picked up the pavers one #t & time and
apphied a bead of landicape sdhesive
underneath each one to really solidify
thi conitriction af the pi [ Fyg 7

Mow all ks beft is spreading o Liyer
of decorative sronés {Fig, 8] and placing
the five bowd in the centor. Then you can
accesiorive anid s ylive your yard around
thie pit s desiresd to ruby make it 2 gress
pildoor gathering place

— Weittem by Watl Myess, iletraied I
bient Seont, progect decgroed by Jiooes 8
r_:'dlul.lliIH
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i vou've Qrosts wssity of pham wills: then
- \ P Se of e Dost wifh & rourd de

: = ) { s, We Tl ahay o Now I pient Crches
O RS 3 0L %5 00 £ CmPy and Rkl
-|,lI '-l'-:- -'_. Rl o et by i horreenith sokod,
" pltioen, and personty.



PAINT

Cametimes,
seeing spois i a

g thing — especially
when they're adding intenest
to & humdeom wall, Yoo can
make them big and bold o
srrall and subtle dependmg
on ke et you want fn
schoeve. Ciroudias deslgrn are
alio one of the few decor-
Tive pamt trestments thas
o | (e You B0 D0ver
the entire wall murface, o
ywou Can leave your base
calor albone znd complete
ctramatic scceni wall in jusd
a3 {ew hoors

The challenge of the
circle fechnigue is painting
Ireehand — youo can't jusi
mask off round shapes like
you can with straight Hnes,
Hut don't worry, we'll make
it eagy with clear ingtrue
tions and how-to photos fs
every step. The secret lies
i the Smplest of matertils:
string, a tack, and a pencil
With thas trio of toals, you
can draw perfect cirches the
sine of a Volkswagen or an
orange. And we || thow you
how to perfect the techamigue
by maltineg termplaies on cralft
paper before muoving oo o - 1 <
paintng your wall =T e 10
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[1]) Cranberry Whip

[3] Amber Wave

Tack-and-String Technique —
To get started making circles, you'll
just need to round up some brown
craft paper, string, a tack, a marker, and
scissors. Start by poking a tack through
a piece of brown craft paper, roughly in
the middle of the sheet. Flip the paper
over, so the sharp end of the tack is
sticking up. Now slip the end of a length
of string on the sharp end of the tack.
Use braided string — it won't unravel
when you poke the tack through it.

Then, think about how wide you
want your circle to be, and divide that
measurement in half. (If it’s been a
while since you took geometry, you're
determining the circle’s radins.) Tie the
opposite end of the string to a marker,
close to the point, so the length of string
equals your desired radius. In other
words, if you want your circle to be 12"
wide, the string should measure 6".

Next, hold onto the tack, so the
paper won't tear when you stretch
the string. Hold the marker with your
other hand, and rotate it around the
paper, drawing a circle. Practice a few
times until you get the hang of making
various-sized circles.

Planning Your Pattern—Now that
you've mastered drawing perfect circles,
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Soothing Earth Tones

[2] Shortgrass Prairie

[4] Caramelized Orange 250D-7

1600D-7
760D-5
2600-5

[1] When you're making circle
templates from craft paper, be sure
to keep the string taut and hold the

marker as straight as possible, so the circle
will be even. [2] Then carefully cut out the

circle. Make templates in several different sizes.

you can decide how you want to paint
them on your wall. The circles in our
featured pattern measure 7, 8", 16", 18",
23", and 28" in diameter. Feel free to
reproduce our pattern exactly, or modify
it to suit your own style and space. An
accent wall with circles will vary in
impact depending on the size of the
circles and the paint colors selected. Our
monochromatic scheme offers a subtle
effect, while bolder color choices could

appear contemporary and dramatic,
Take a look at the color samples shown
throughout these pages for ideas.

Once you've decided on colors and
a pattern, resist the temptation to start
merrily penciling circles on the wall.
Make some paper circles first, so you
can easily experiment with your design.
The few extra minutes this takes is well
worth all the erasing you'll probably save
yourself. Just use the tack-and-string

Warm and Modern

[ Thorny Branch ~ S-H-780
[2] Lemon Pepper  750D-6
[3] Pebble Stone 75004
[4] Licorice Stick ~ 5-G-170

[31 Paper templates will help you envision different
designs before you commit to marking on the wall,
[4] Use a sharp pencil instead of a marker to draw
circles on the wall, so you can cover the lines with
paint. Cut a small notch just above the pencil’s
point to hold the string when you tie it on.



method to draw all the sives of cincles
needed for your patiern (g 1), and
then cut them ol (Fg 21

Stick the circles to the wall with
iriaiiebing tape, ko it will be sasy o reds-
range them unti] you're satbsfied with
the overall design {Fg: 3] Aleo, tape 3
paint chip of the colos you're consid-
ering for each circle right on the paper
to help you imagine the fal reslt

When you have your design just
right, mark on the wall where the
circles are located and how large they
are before you taks the paper circles
down, To do this, just make o pencil
mark through the tack hole in the
center of the paper, and then make &
small mark on the paper circle’s outer
edge, as well, Now you can remerve it

Mest, place a tack with string on
it directly on the circle’s center marl,
pn.ﬂtlngl:u.rd enough to decure it to the
wall Stretch the string until it reaches
the outer mark, and tie on o pencil s
that its tip hits the mark exactly. Then

lightly draw a circle on the wall { Fig. 4).

Bepeat this process until you've drawn
all of the circles m your pattern,
Where two circlew overlap, don't
muark the section thal appear to hide
behind the top circle. When you're

Bold Kidi' Rsam Calon
1] Lirmeain G Gk T
[ Asorniz Tangenne -6 LI0D
[ Tutn Frum 5 O W0
W b T i

|8 Foam minl-rollen woilk perfecthy for filing in
the coniery of the cingles, Theyre ivailabie in e
pairit. Bisle a1 the home conter or any craft siore.
7 For overlapping cirches, paint the ciicle that i
“underneath” first, and alioew the palnt o dry befone

cutting in the circle “on top”

those nice mund chapes. W chose &
new paint product — Behr Premium
Plus Ultra — for this spplication. In
combinies primer and paing, i your
odds of getting away with one coat

improve substantially. Sample pain
jars might even contain enough for

somie of your colors. You'll also need &
1" tapered hrush to outline the circles
wivd a smiall Foam roller and pan to GBI

in the centere.

Start painting your design by
carelully outlining a cirele (Fg 4).

Then wwinch to the raller and Al in the
center while the outer wrip is still wet
{Fap. 6). Continee in this fashion until
you've completed all of the clrches in
yuur pastern | Fig. 7

Clrcle deiigrn can sppear 2 bubble
in & hathmom, lrvacite tedm colors kn
& lamily roem, Boating balloons in 2
child’s room, o any plice whene curves
might sdd some decorating spice

— Writen by Lowus Ritchhar dessge by
Kt Sobaslrr
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'PHOTO SHELF

OCTOBER 2009

hoto shelves — those long, narrow rails installed on the wall that framed
photos rest on — are appreciated for their flexibility and ease of use. Any time you want to
swap out photos of family members, special events, or vacations, it will only take a minute.
Our custom photo shelf is assembled from commen materials that you can buy at the home
center, so it's also economical. This makes it an attractive alternative to the wood photo
shelves you can purchase, which often start at $15 a foot. Buying several of those canbe a
pricey proposition, but our unique design will let you build all the photo shelves you need
without straining your budget.

This shelf also features an innovative design element that lets you easily attach each shelf
to the wall. And these shelves are a snap to put together, even if you're new to working with
wood. Assembly is simply a matter of cutting the materials to the desired length, drilling
mounting holes through the rail, attaching moldings, and mounting the shelf to the wall.
We'll also show you how to use a handy tool you might not be familiar with —a doweling
jig — that makes short work of drilling perfectly straight holes through the rail.
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Before you begin, you'll need to get
familiar with how a photo shelf is
constructed. The shelf’s main rail is
made from a 1" x 4" poplar board. A
piece of screen door molding acts as a
stop for the frames. Two pieces of cove
molding get mounted on the top and
bottom edges at the back to add interest
and weight to the shelf’s design. And
finally, half-round molding covers the
mounting screws on the front edge.
What You’ll Need — Check out
the list on page 49 to see what tools
and supplies you wi)l need. One tool
you might not have is a doweling jig to
drill perfectly straight mounting holes
through the center of the rail. There are
severa) varieties of doweling jigs, but for
this purpose, a basic $10 model works
just fine (see Resources on page 63 ).
Before you start building, you'll
want to determine where each shelf will
be attached to the wall. That way, you
can decide how many shelves you need

and in what lengths. While you're at it,
locate and mark the studs in the wall
where the shelves will go. You'll attach
the rails to the studs later.

Assembly Process — Now you can
cut the poplar rail and the moldings to
length. To clean up the edges, also rip
the rails to 3" wide, Then apply a bead
of wood glue to the back of the screen
door molding (Fig. 1), and attach it to
the rail with finish nails (Fig. 2).

Next, use wood glue and finish
nails to attach the top and bottom
cove moldings to the rail. Finally, sand
the assembled rail and the piece of
half-round molding smooth, prime and
paint both pieces, and allow the paint
to dry. We painted our shelves black,
but there are endless possibilities for
how you can finish yours (see Sidebar,
page S1).

Counterboring Tips — Before you
mount the rail, hold it against the wall
where you plan to mount it, and get it

[3] Wrap a piece of masking tape around the ¥ bit where jtextends from the jig o

ensure that the counterbares will be 14" deep, [4] Next, clamp the rall securely in

place
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and use the [ig to drill counterhores at each af the lacations yau marked

(1] Apply wood glue to the back
of the screen doar molding
{21 Then drive in a few finish

nails to hold it securely.

level. Then transfer stud locations (they
will be 16" apart) to the front edge of
the rail.

Now you are ready to use the
doweling jig to drill mounting holes in
the rail. This tool helps you drill deep
holes called counterbores, which will
allow the 3¥2" woodscrews to drive into
the studs to mount the shelves securely
to the wall (see Mlustrations, page S1).

On a work surface, slide the 34"
bit through the hole marked 34" in
the doweling jig. Measure 142" from
the bit’s tip, and then wrap tape
around the bit to establish the drilling
depth. (Fig. 3). Clamp the rail to a
work surface, so it won't move while
you're drilling. Then firmly hold the
jig against the bottom of the rail, and
drill a counterbore into the rail at
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Pl 1" lewel thee sheli 1% derp Shall
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Linish hdail
) . ii 3
i N W
Painted
@l a Yy
WOl ST
i just before the nail head is flush, so
you don't damage the moldings iinish.
Then wse & nall sel to recess the nails
im abl of the moldings, and Al the holes 5t
gxch ol the marked lbcations | f"l_g'. 41 with wood hilker When the hller is dry, ained
Switch to a 34" bit, and drill straight touch up the spoks with paing
through each ol the larger holes, this
vime gaing all the way through the — Wiitten by Lowise Rifchhart, il
cail [Fig. 51 It pot necessary to use frated by Erich Loge, project destgned by
the doeweling jig for these holes — just Kot Welsi
hold the drill as straight as possible.
Easy Mounting Trick — Mow you
can moant the rail to the wall st the
stud locations. “There's a simple way
to make sure it's level: Loosely attach Antigued
a screw in the center hole first, so the
shelf can still move slightly [ Thestradion,
abavef, Then get the shelf fevel, drive in
the screws on either side, and tighten FINISHING OPTIONS

the center screw,

To complete the photo shelf, amach
the half-rouwnd molding to the [ront
of the rail with finish nails (Fig. ). (If
you ever need to mave the shelf, nes
catefally pry off the molding and then
reattach it aber the shelf is installed
i its new location. ) Stog hammering

[heres oo right or wrong color fer
phote shebves — choose amy Bnich that
conmbiments the eoom they will ba
instalbed in. Try a beightly painted ahelf
n 3 chill's roeom; or apply bwo oats
of mahogany gel stain or a rich lbok
vy paint wiped with anticuing staln
provides a soff, warm Anash,
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|-!|% _ﬁﬂ hotos capture some of the most important

I moments in our lives, o it’s no surprise that many
people frame them to give as gifts or display in
their homes. The problem is that when you accumulate
photo frames over time, they usually don’t match one

- .

another — or your home's decor. After a few years, you could
have a pile of frames that look great individually but clash
when used in the same space.

Even if your mismatched frames make you cringe every
time you see them, you don't have to send them to the garage
sale pile or the garbage can. Instead, you can use a few simple
materials and tricks to make themn look like they wete always
supposed to be grouped together on your wall or table. You'll
be amazed by the difference that some paint, background
materials, mats, or strategic photo arrangements can make.

When you rejuvenate your photo frame displays, you
don't have to limit yourself to frames you already have. Thrift
stores, home store clearance sections, and flea markets offer
treasure troves of inexpensive frames. These castoffs can end
up as charming finishing touches in your home. Read on to
find out which of these ideas — or perhaps a combination of
them — will solve the problems specific to your frames.

Color Sense

One of the easiest ways to bring consistent style to your
frame grouping is to change the color of the frames. Painting
the frames is often the best option if the colors and materials
of your group of frames clash or if the frames’ colors don’t
work with your decor (Before Photo, above).

When you're painting frames that are made of difterent
materials, using spray paint is your best bet for getting a
consistent finish. You can get spray paint that will work on
just about any material from wood to metal. Plus, using spray
paint ensures that you'll be able to fully paint the details of
intricate frames, The number of coats you'll need will depend
on the color of the spray paint and the frame’s material and

These "before” and “after” photos show
the Impact that a little palnt can have on
ralsmatched photo frames. We started
with @ small group of frames that had
clashing finishes and styles. After a few
ccals of spray palnt, the frames are tied
together by a common color but
maintain their own unigue details,

original color. Remember that several light coats are always
better than one or two heavy coats.

The most popular color choices for grouped frames are
white and black, but your options are really only limited
by the number of paint colors you can find. You could also
choose to paint one or two frames in a coordinating color to
make them stand out from the rest. -

When you're picking paint, just be sure that the color
or colors you choose aren't so eye-catching that they take
attention away from the photos inside the frames. We chose
to stick with classic white paint for our frames because we
wanted to make sure the photos would be the main focus in
the display (After Photo, above).

Background Check
Changing the frames themselves isn't always the best
approach. Sometimes a collection of frames can work
together even if their colors and styles aren’t identical. In
these cases, you have a number of options for transforming
the way your photos are presented.

One option is to use fabric, art board, or scrapbook paper
as photo backgrounds to give the frames a unified look.
To make the backgrounds, simply trace around the frame’s
backer board on your paper or fabric, cut it to size, and then
secure your photo on top with adhesive.

MISMATCHED FRAMES 53



Patterned paper or fabric can really
make your photos stand out, but you'll
want to use a bit of caution when
choosing patterns. There's a fine line
between an interesting pattern that
highlights the photos and a distracting
pattern that overwhelms them. Select
patterns that have simple, subtle
designs and colors.

You can use the same background
pattern for all the frames or choose two
or three coordinating patterns. For the
backgrounds of the frames shown at
right, we chose double-sided scrap-
book paper that featured a different
pattern on each side. The patterns were
designed to work well together, so we
just had to decide which of the two
patterns to display in each frame.

You'll also want to make sure your
project materials are safe for photos.
Choose only acid-free papers and
adhesives for anything that will come in
contact with the photos.

Mat Finish

1f you prefer a classic and sophisticared
style, you could use photo mats as

the consistent element between the
frames. It’s a simple but effective way

You can give your framed photos a

quick, simple makegver by adding
scrapbook paper from a craft store.
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to make different types of frames look
like they belong together. Plus, adding
mats instantly rejuvenates the frames to
make them look like they're new.

The easiest way to use mats to unify
your mismatched frames is to choose
ones that are all the same color. White,
black, ivory, gray, and beige tones are
versatile color choices that will work
with just about any decor style. Or if
you'd prefer to use more colorful mats
instead, pick a tone that coordinates
with your room’s decor colors.

Even photo frames with very different
styles and colors can work together
when you add some coordinating mats.

When you're using mats that are
all the same color, you run the risk
of making the photo display look too
uniform and bland. Add some interest
by incorporating a variety of mat
configurations and sizes, For example,
if you have two photos that are the
same size, you could try one photo
in a large frame with a wide mat and
another photo jn a smaller frame with a
narrow mat. For the wall arrangement
shown at left, we mixed some double-
layer photo mats and even one withan
oval opening into the grouping.

If you're lucky enough to have
frames with standard dimensions, you
can purchase pre-cut mats at many
art and hobby stores. You may not be
able to find pre-cut mats in the sizes or
colors you're looking for, though. In
those cases, you'll need to have them
cut professionally at a frame shop or
learn to cut your own.

Art supply stores sell basic mat
cutters that you can use to get started.
Mat board is also available at art supply
stores or through online retailers. You




Evour photos can make the mismatched frames
look like a carefully planned gallery display.§§

can choose from just about every shade
imaginable, including some metallic
mat boards in gold and silver. Keep

in mind that many companies have

a minimum order rule for Internet
purchases, so you may want to explore
local options first if you're working
with a small group of frames.

Picture Switch
If your decor is eclectic, or if you
need a dramatic focal point in a room,
mismatched frames could actually work
to your advantage. To keep them from
looking disorganized, though, you need
to choose the photos you'll display in
them carefully. With the right subjects
and colors, your photos can make the
mismatched frames look like a carefully
planned gallery display.

The first strategy for using photos
to tie mismatched frames together is
grouping photos that have a common
theme, such as photos of children
or landscapes. This approach can be
used alone or combined with some of
the other frame-unifying ideas we've

presented. You'll notice that we chose
to use coordinating photos in the frame
display groupings shown here. By doing
s0, we were able to boost the other
coordinating features like mats and
paint to ensure that the mismatched
frames worked well together.

You could also group photos from
one special event, such as a wedding or
birthday. Mix photos that show details
of the event, like bouquets or candles,
with photos of larger subjects like
people or buildings.

Another way to coordinate your
frames is to choose photos that have
a similar treatment, such as black-
and-white photos or ones with a sepia
filter. Many computer photo-editing
programs will allow you to instantly
adjust your digital photos to black and
white or sepia. Some instant photo
printing kiosks in stores also offer you
the option of adding those popular
effects, so you won't have to edit the
photos in advance. If you have a bit
more experience with photo-editing
software, you can give your photos

subtle color washes to complement
colors in your decor.

The next strategy can have dramatic
results when it’s done well. Go through
your photos and identify some that
have the same dominant color. This
color should be one that’s also found
in the decor of the room where you'll
display the photo grouping. Then
arrange those photos together in
a group of frames. This might also
be a chance to practice your own
photography skills by capturing photos
specifically for this purpose.

The final option also requires a bit
of computer skill. Use photo-editing
software to crop a photo into sections,
and then print each section separately
for use in a different frame. This option
works best when used for a small
grouping of mismatched frames. The
result will be especially dramatic if you
select a high-impact photo, like the
beautiful nature scene shown below, to
tie the frames together.

— Written by Alyssa McNab

It's possible to create a striking wall display and maintain the unigue character of your mismatched frames, too. Choose a
phota that works well with your frames, crop it inte sections with photo-editing software, and then print the sections:
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Storage Wal

Mot homes have @ room that seems to callec
chutter fike 2 magnet. Toyl, games, books, aad
spores equipment sl Bnd thewr way to 6, snd then
gradually grow into snsightly dtacks.

The inexpensive shelving units thar sre
available at most home centers are & good stan
to corralling all that clotter, bot theres joit one
problem: You can suill see it all staring back at you
from those open shelver If your family happens
to ose the rebm fregoently, it can be 2n annoyance
and an eyesore.

The solistion, then, i3 to ke those hanotional
shelving units and enclose them, That way, you
etill get all the storage space without having 1o
look &t vour stufl

This storage wall project delivers on thai
promise in o big way Inside, it’s comprised of
twn large wire shelving onits joined by two more
shelves in the center io create 4 whopping 111
cubic feet of storage space. Dutside, simple MDF
top and side panels and acrylic-panel doors
eniclose the shelving and give the wall & dash of
style. With the right paint and fimish chaices, this
Lurge storage unil Blends nicely with the rest of the
room's furnishings

Wout wom | femed & project this big that s moach
easier to build. Since the shelving units come from
the homne center, all you have w do is pat them
togethee Thin you just e to oul & les MO
pieces for the fop panel, aslde paneli, inm, and doos
frame. Por a sleek, interesting look, the door panels
are made from large pieces of acrvlic. And a simpls
track system allovs the doors bo slide back and
forth it front of the ahelved.
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(v pires of %" poplar,

ke ki clips i
wcure pach sde
panel, gl e murs
1 secuee fhe dhalving
i e el BOTTOM TRACK
[wen pieces oF %" herdboard,
W 14157
Enclose the shelves

A you can see in the listration shove,
there really isn't mach tmlved in
asmembling the storage wall Once you
busild the shebres and pick 2 pood spot
{or them on the wall, e nest aep 810
add the bomom track assemibdy.

Gl on Track — The boatom track
I8 gl oof W™-thuikck banrdsoand strige
H has & wide bottom rail that resty om
the lieor snd peis beld in place by the
whiell logs, which slip throagh hobes
ifi thie rail. The rail provades o smocth
surface for the doors to roll on, even on
carprted or rough flowon. Threr nanm
sty it om the reil 1o foom toacks for
the doo W abde an

Thie stovsge weall bi oy [40°
wide — wider than 2 single shest of
hardboard — so you'll need to cut eight
strips to mahe wp the track asembly,
two exch fod the boflom raill and the
threet iracks. Using s circalar s paired
with i kong straightedge is 4 good
merthnd for cutting these hardboard
sirips 1o widhth, o you can recrust &
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friend to help you cut then on a2 bie
sam. When it comes 1hew Lo Crossoul
thee sivips o length, stageey the cots,
= the joints are offsel between the
botom rail and the track pieces. This
will prevent the doors fom catching in
the track

Ohnoe you have the: pieces cut, fifup
the fromt legs of the shelving uni, and
szt the two bottom il pieces in plece.
Then mark the locatioss of the legs
where they nest an the mil, and drill
holes as these locations. Later on, the
from legs will rest in these holes to hold
the door track astembly in phice.

Mow move the mil pieces back
into place under the front legs of the
shelving units, and glue the track pleces
to the rail pieves where shown in the
Sidr View, above right. Use spacers to
establish the locations of the tracks as
you glue them in place -ng. 1l

Ohce the glue dries, you may need
tix shimm the track assembly to get it level
i ot Boors are unaven, Dirive In the

CASE CONSTRUCTION

shirms from the back of the track, and
check your wioirk with a long level,

Top It OfF — With the track
conmiplets, yoo can get to work an the top
paned, which s made from %" medium.
density Aberboard (MDF]. The wp
panel is pretry long, so it's actually made
up of thres separate panels — a long ane
in thee maddadle, and & shorter one on each
end. Also, the panels protrude beyond
thie frosdit of the shelves That's becse
anather set of tracks pet attached o the
underside of theie panch to hold ta
tops of the doors

Here againy, & circular saw and
straightedge make quick work of
cutting these panels. Then you can
finish them by rolling on & couple coats
of palyurethane with a foam rofler

We connected the top panel 1o each
other and to the top of the shebving
witlts in o step with the uie of some
simple cleats and specers. The cleats,
which are made from serap MIDOE, rest
unider the uppermost wire shelves at
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thi joini between each pair of MDF
panele. And the spacers, which are
smade from two pieces of hardbosed
aracked face to face, rest disectly abowve
the cleats on the top side of the shelf
Py driving screws up through the cleats,
whrough the spacers; and into the MDF
panels sbove, you can vimultaneously
conpect the panels 1o the shelving uniis
and 1o one enother [ Fg 2},

There's sl one thing lefy o add
to 1his top panel, snd that's the wpper
door truck syster, To hold the doors
securely st the top, these sirips need o
bl thicker than the W' hardboard sirips
af the bottom, We made them from
popla, You'll need 1o make six strip
to coved tha entire span ol the shelving
inita, After sutting the steipd o sk,
ghue and clamp them in place on the
unilervica of the top panel {Fig. 3).

Send in the Sides — Since the side
pangls are each made from one piece
of MDF, they re even easier to add to
the sdsembly. Alter culting tham to siee
anel hnishing them, the pinéls are held
in place with conduit clips, which sre
wvailable in the electrical aiske of the
home center. Just slip the clips around
the outer legs of the shelving unity; and
ipace thern every |8 oran Then drill
pilot hales, snd connect the clips to the
ildde panels with screws {Fig 4),

While you're adding these clips, ith
i good ded bo sercure the back legs to
the wll with & few more clips to make
fure the unil can't Bep foreand. Here,
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you 1l want 1o wse wall anchors znd
Ionger screws. I there's a gap between
the dip ond the wall, yoo can add a
block of woeod 1o serve as - spaces
Trim It Out — The last parts to
aidl] eo this assembly are top and gide
trim strips that cover the top track and

5

the expoied edgei of the top and side
panels. We made these sinps lrom
leftover pieces of MDE. You'll need two
sirips o span the full length of the 1op
of the shelves. Just cut the strips 1o uze,
hinish them with palyocethane, and
then giue and nail them in place.
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Tha final touch to this storage wall iva
sel of (o lirge sliding doors, To amp
up the style, we made the front panel
on each door from acrylic, Glossy
white paint applied to the hack of each
pangl londs o unigue look

This paint alsn serves another
purpoig = it covers up the frame of
the door, which 6 made (rom MDF
rils andd stiles that are pocket-screwed
together. Two costers rest in notches o

3 Door Design Options

larmal Grnowed.
Mo datee b linl  Sepnrue
whrctoart B e e 0 L e
pored Wledkmy, e ey wotrs e board
it Yol kool e Posi e, ind
ary meper phaoe m vie then il 5 cam
Peiai i, Tt

the bortam of each door frame ta allow
them o slide casily in the door track
Make the Frames — Start by
making the door frames. Cul our rwo
vertical stiles and three horizontal mils
for gacl Then dry-sssemble each doos,
check for sguare, and join the mils o
thie sxiles with glue und pocket screws.
You'll need o add two small notches
tex thie bottom edge of each lower ril
b ccepr the casters. Lay out these
otches, and cut them with a jigeaw
Then attach the casters witl sorewse
Pt on the Panels — At o local
home center, we found acrylic sheets
it were 311, 1 8-t The door frames
ary alightly taller, but the couple inches
of exposed frame st the top will ger
covered up by the top trim amyway, That
meant we didin't even hove o cat these
scrylic shoets to make the front panels.
Mow you can get ready to paint the
pangls. Acrylic comed with a peel-off
facing on both sides bo protect it from
icratches. Peel the Bctng off the back
of gach sheet for now, but leave the
fromi Bscimy on to protect it from paing
over-spriy. Clean the exposei face with
window cleaner. Then pot cardboard or
paper down in the ares where pou plan
b paing, and sei the sheets face-down,
To get the beit resinlis when painting
wcrylic, oie spray paint thst s made
for painting plastic. [We wigd Krylon

Fugion in "Gloss White”") Also, to
prevent “finger [atigue,” it's worth your
while to pick up o spray can trigzer
handle, This stmple accessory mmaps
onto the top of 3 can of spray paint to
muake il more comiortahle to use.

Make multiple passes, and spray in
3 sweeping, sverlapping pattern as you
wiork your wiy across-each piece. Yoo
may need to apply several coate.

While you're at i, vou'll alse wank
to paink the feont and sldes of the door
framies, 4o they won't show through
the zervlic, Once the paist dries, you
can attach the acrvlic to the frames.
Lay the trames on a [at surface, whth
the painted side up, and apply a bead
of silicomne w the frame. Then position
the acrylic door panels on top of the
frarmes, and clamp them in place

The doors are complete, and now
yoru just have to put them in place in
the storage walls track systém. Lockily,
it's designed so you can simply lift the
doors up at an angle into the top track,
pivot them mwzrd. and drop them
down into the bomom track. Also, be
sure b position the two middle Jooss
int the back track, and the two outer
dinars in the ont track

— Writtert by Wyatl Myers, llwierated
bry Ml Scoit, project devigned by Miks
Denovan
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TRICK it out

A number of wire shelving accessories are
available in stoses or onfine that can add even
mare function to your storage wall (see the
Resources on page 63), Here are just a handful
of our favorites:

[1] Keyboard Tray — One possibility for
this sforage wall is to mount another shelf
in the center for a computer and turn the
wall into a hideaway office. This handy tray
can be mounted beneath the wire shelf to
tiold the computer's keyboard. It even has
a comfortable pad to rest your hands on
while you type.

[2] Garment Tube — I you leave the
center compartment open like we did,

it makes a great place to store coats,
jackets, and other seasonal clothing. This
garment tube is designed to mount to
the underside of 3 wire shelf to hold all
these clothes and more.

[3] Hanging Shoe Organizer — fAnother
option for that open center compartment

is to hang one of these shoe organizers.
This one, available at Lows's,
has bold, hright colors and

20 pockets for staring all your
favorite shoes, Of course, as you
can see at left, it can be used for
much more than shoe storage.

[4] Drawers —While these wire
shelves are handy, they're not
really well-suited to staring
smaller items that can slip
through the wires. That {ssue
can be resolved with pull-out
drawers. These are available in
a variety of sizes, and they slide
in and out of brackets that
mount easily to the underside
of the shelves.

[5] Baskets— Some other
easy add-nns are haskets and
document holders that clip to

the sides of the shelves, These can hold
boaoks, magazines, sports equipment, and
ather ltems that you want to be able to
access guickly.

(6] Dividers & Ledges —You could also
further compartmentalize these large
shelves by placing wire divider panals an
them. They're greatfor keeping hooks and
other tall items from tipping over. Or mount
ledges around the sides and hack of the
shelves to keep items from falling off.

[7] Shelf Liners — Plastic liners are
available in several colors to add style to
the shelves. Tha liners also make them
more functional by preventing ilems from
slipping throuah the wires,

STORAGE WALL
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1in Timepiece

This one-of-a-kind creation hearkens back to Victorian times when decorative ceiling treatments were
the rage. We found this 24" x 24" tin ceiling tile at a local salvage store, but authentic vintage tiles are
easy-to find online, as well. It only takes a few simple steps to transform a tile into a unique timepiece.
Just purchase clock hands in a size and style that look good on your tile and a quartz clock movement
with a high-torque motor, so it’s powerful enough to operate oversized hands (see page 63 for sources).
Then simply drill a hole in the center of the tile, and attach the movement and hands.



DIY Gear (Page 8)
Lufkles Feldlirg Wood Bule
Higme | "r-|"|f Al

availabile at The

Stealt=Line Stonle Laser Tape, HomieDep:
AC0-430-2376

1.c0m,
Prwerlock Tape Rules: 10 PowerWinder:
e gl Whe
BO0-262-2161

|, Starmey Tools cam,

J'-\ll]\:.l|.:|_:|_ Perwered] Tape Measure: Laser
Measuning Tape, BlackandDeck
B0,
Matarial Estimaton, Caloulated Incustries,
com, BO0-854-8075

LEom
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DIY Tips (Page 16)
Pull-Cut Baskets:

Liberty Eurapean Side-tMount 22

vallabile at The

Hame gt
Casunl Mome La
a1044

#1044539

e Pagpet | iorage Basket
390 Casusl Home Tuck-dway Hamper
|, Targeroom, 200-440-0680

Front Entry Facelifts (Page 19)
Cottage Classic:

ramic Planter 8281417, Lowescom

¢ Paint #676, Be rjamindoorecom

varized Wall Lantem

MRS

Partfolio Gutdoor

alte at Lo

Eillows fr Waatlel A

Traditional Craftsman:

t anid Pottery Barn

antarn, available at Menar

Waman Mort

%108, Dirs

Dirawer Slides

Mallboe #120-1935: F

Galvanized Steel Plantérs
155, PlamersElccon, 3

# Clay Paint 8103, BenjaminManre.com
L0000

Laundry Room Redo (Page 26)
Countentop parchased locally tmanufactumes
f TECIOTLars ATCHE

Real |__‘1“._}__,”.”c... 20" Heamey-Dut
Support Rrackets #4808
Countes Utility Sink with Faueet #1
Cabanet Base Unir @ 1 Sau 1|‘f\_ abinel Doo
Set #205238; Portiolio 3-Light Minl Pend

26 Hwith Litex Pendant Glass in Frost
6577 InterDesion laning Beard Holdsr
oreme Laundry

&, LOwes.com E‘: 15

5L26-&5,
iy Storage Wall (Page 56)

3567 Fza

¥ Agua

arit

Sorter #1158

£03T

Savarmah Carper Tiles
|

Flow Haven
speclsl mrder throuah L
BOM-445-6937 / Florcom, 860-28) sl
Front<loading La JI.'||.'||’_\J Cart #1007, o ng Unit #13306%; Res| Otz

LauneryCarts.us, 203-400-0039 x --:; Stee! Wire Shelf #4741, Lowes
BOT-445-6837

WES

| Orgarized 5-Tier Sieel

WaterTite-| X‘\/\(".Hii'f[‘lr(u.?ﬁr}:_'_l Paint, Zinsseroom,
B88-855-1774

Sngws White Palet #0C-66; beaside Resorr Paint
i#725, BerjaminhMoors.com, 300-344-0400

Shepherd 116" Bubber Fueed Casteravallable ar
[me Home Depot

Chrame Wire Keyboard Deawer fWR339042;
Single-Box Slides (palr} #WRATZCPS, Modula
Dividable Plastic Tote Boxes #WBT7 2036 anc
FWBFT 20408, Wire Urility Basket #WE184758;
Chrome 'Wire Document Holder #WB489070,
Globatinclustrial corn, BER-GTFR- 7759

Drying Rack (Page 33)

Lahlgh %" = 100" Plastic Clatheshine #o6442;
Stealworks Aluminum Tube {Round) 1" x &
#55973; 1"k 4 Red Clak Baard #
L ywes.corm, SU0-445-6837

" White Flat Nylorn Webbing, Strapworks.com,
S41-741-0653

Super Erecia Garment Hanger Tule and
Brackers #MET-ATAR1ENC, BrightShine.com
Chrome Wire Shalving Divider #51-A5018C;
18%(ong Shalf Ledae © 68" ok 85-ASLYEL,
48'-long Shelf Ledge » 6" high #51-ASL480C
Shelt Linees 18" deep x 48" wide (pack of tya)
#2PKTLA, Shelving.com. 800-637-9508

'arm Dryer 20-Pocket Shoe Organizer, available a2t Lowe's
BE-1879 3 =5

Clean Machines (Page 36)
Asko Integrated Washier :,.'--';,;n
$T703F), AskoliSa com, 200-8

(MG and
pplirnces.com, . . .

Vintage Tin Timepiece (Page 62)
Clock Movearnent #10114;
ch Hanels #65901,

High-Tarque Cuartz
syt N Balanced

Lcom, 8i

Samgung \
2041
o,

EWFST1948AW and Dryer

red), Sarmsung.com
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