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Award-winning furniture designer-maker,
Fernanda Nunez, is guest judge for 2024

Bench made by
Alan Peters OBE

The time has come once again to sing the praises of
furniture school graduates as well as marvelling at

the fantastic pieces they've produced. Gracing our front
cover this month is the work of 25 Professional Course
graduates from the prestigious Chippendale International
School of Furniture in East Lothian, Scotland, who, after
nine months, have created some truly exceptional work.

A creative destination
Reading each student’s story, you soon realise that many
have come from unlikely backgrounds, such as banking
and IT, for example. Those bitten by the furniture making
bug have bravely walked away from long-term careers,
choosing to listen to their inner woodworker as furniture
making becomes the creative destination. Looking at
these accomplished pieces, one can't help but be filled
with hope for the craft’s future, and shining a light on
this work is pivotal to ensuring such a future exists at all.
Regardless of age, nationality or background, all share
a common goal as they collectively embark on a wonderful
journey and seek to pursue individual business ventures.
A notable mention goes to 2023 Student of the Year,
Nicholas Davis, whose ‘Occasional Seating’ perfectly
encapsulates the multi-functional usage concept and looks
fantastic in American white ash. Many congratulations to
Nicholas, and indeed all 25 Chippendale School graduates.

The Alan Peters Online Furniture Award 2024

On a similar vein of unearthing future talent, we have some
exciting announcements to make regarding the next Alan
Peters Furniture Award, which is now open for entries.
After much deliberation, as well as
now shifting to a bi-annual format,
we can confirm that the 2024
Award will in fact be an online

only event — similar to 2021 —
which will feature an online
prize-giving ceremony followed

by a virtual exhibition. A certificate
will be issued to the three winners
along with the two runners-up.

The Alan Peters

Furniture Award
2022

FIRST PRIZE

This is to certity that Jeff Maker has been
wwarded First Prize for his Luna Chair

Alan Peters' maker's stamp,
shown on the underside
of a turned and adzed bowl
in Devon walnut, circa 1975

Stave assembly for Andrew Lapthorn's
winning ‘Remnant’ table (2021 Award)

We're honoured to be able to continue championing British
furniture design and making talent while flying the flag for
Alan Peters OBE, whose work and ethos are still incredibly
~. relevant to this day. Organiser
Jeremy Broun will head up the
~ judging panel along with furniture
. designer-maker, Andrew Lawton.
We've also been able to secure
. our 2024 guest judge, and are
M\ thrilled to welcome the incredibly
talented Fernanda Nunez -
nerself an award-winning
furniture designer-maker —
who comments that: “It's a
real honour to be invited as guest judge for the prestigious
Alan Peters Furniture Award, which celebrates the legacy of
one of the most prominent furniture designer-makers of all
time. It's our duty to encourage talent within the craft while
celebrating creativity, and ensuring standards are kept high.’

We're also pleased to confirm that Workshop Heaven —
renowned supplier of the finest
woodworking tools — are first prize
sponsor of the 2024 Award, and will
present the deserving winner with
a £1,000 voucher to spend in-store. =
A big thank you to Matthew Platt
and the team for their great support.

Thirdly and finally, 2024 Award entry deadline will be the
end of July 2024 — exact date to follow in the next issue —
so now'’s the time to start thinking about your winning
piece(s) and putting those creative wheels in motion!

For anyone needing inspiration, take a look at Jeremy
Broun's website — www.jeremybroun.co.uk — where
you can find videos showing the 2022 winners and their
pieces; delve into the Award's history; learn more about
Alan Peters himself, and familiarise yourself with the entry
guidelines. Be sure to stay tuned for further exciting news!

Aer

Fernanda Nunez

Email tegan.foley@dhpub.co.uk

WELCOME

Alan Peters and Andrew Lawton, pictured
back in 2005, working on Alan’s last piece
of furniture

2022 Award winners

Tegan Foley

Group Editor

Rhona Bolger

Group Advertising Manager

Phil Davy |

Technical & Consultant Editor

We endeavour to ensure all technigues shown in this issue are safe, but take no responsibility for readers’actions.
Take care when woodworking and always use guards, goggles, masks, hold-down devices and ear protection, and above all, plenty of common sense. Do remember to enjoy yourself, though
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SEND IN YOUR TOP
WORKSHOP HINT/TIP/POINTER
OR PIECE OF ADVICE & YOU
COULD BE INWITH A CHANCE
OF WINNING A
VERITAS APRON PLANE
— see page 55
for details

L& HAMMER A2-26:
‘SMALL IS THE NEW BIG

Designed to provide quality and precision

in more compact workshops, this new ‘small’
planer/thicknesser from Felder Group’s
Hammer range boasts user-friendly operation
and impresses with solid cast-iron planer tables
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1 2 MPOWER SBS
Triple Diamond Stone

Cnl-‘illrslﬁlé\\\\\ Sharpening Stations

PROJECT DIFFICULTY 1-5 £195.95

Good luck®
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PRO]ECTS & TURNING

38 An instrument of charm
from the Renaissance
Shaun Newman takes a break from the usual guitar
builds and turns his attention to making a Gothic
harp. Featuring just four joints — three mortise &
tenons and one ‘butt’ join between the soundbox
halves — all of which are well within the capabilities
of someone with relatively little woodworking
experience

48 A touch of turned magic
Using pieces of Leylandii branchwood, Andrew Hall
creates various garden ornaments that are very
much the stuff of fairytales, and provide perfect
inspiration for story-telling

56 A home for turned treasures
Using a little-known technique called ‘flocking;,
Colin Simpson sets about turning a charming three-
tiered trinket box

61 All-wood wonder — part 1
In part 1 of this two-part article, which was
adapted from an original PowerPoint presentation
given to Kent Woodworkers Group, we take
a closer look at the infamous all-wood clock
made and designed by Jim Stickings FIOC

77 Fireside companion
Phil Davy's clever storage device for camping
cooking essentials is built with simple lap joints.
It's easy to make with a router or sliding mitre saw,
then pinned and glued together

86 Child's play
Based on a classic Victorian design,
Les Thorne turns a traditional children’s toy
from a lovely piece of oak

oodworker

AUGUST 2023
TECHNICAL

/2 Let's talk table saws
As John Bullar shows, a good table saw is
a great help to the busy furniture maker and
safe when used correctly. Here he looks
at the types available and basic layouts

80 How to sharpen tools
on a Tormek — part 2
For those woodturners and carvers who've not
vet discovered Tormek, there's a high probability
you'll be surprised how big a difference a really
well sharpened edge can make to the final result
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14 Shenton Woodcraft Repeat-Edge
Sharpening System

18 Microjig Grr-ripper 2Go™
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FEATURES

26 Rebating around the bend
Long delayed for want of a special tool, Robin
Gates finds a workaround in The Woodworker
of November 1944

28 Chippendale School
2023 Graduate Showcase
Featuring a multitude of international talent,
join us as we celebrate the exquisite work of
Chippendale International School of Furniture’s
2023 Professional Course graduates

36 If you go down to the woods
today... you may well spot one of
these 15 wilderness creatures
Perfect for beginners new to this relaxing and
rewarding hobby, Peter Benson's fantastic step-
by-step guide features 15 characterful woodland
animal designs, which he shows how to make
from start to finish as well as offering useful tips
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68 The mherlted toolbox
Mark Griffiths contemplates his tool collection,
which is divided into three categories: new tools
Invested in; those gifted by family and friends;
and those inherited from other makers. In this
article, we learn about particular tools that fall
into the latter camp, which hold a special
significance for him

98 Take 5

Showcasing fantastic pieces from both
woodworking students and internationally
recognised makers, this month's selection serves
as both a source of inspiration and wonder
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Paper supplied from wood grown in

forests managed in a sustainable way.
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SBACK FOR 2023: THE NORTH OF
ENGLAND WOODWORKING & POWER
TOOL SHOW: 10-12 NOVEMBER

HFESSION

The ‘Harrogate’ show is a great day out for all

Following the success of the 28th show, which returned to the Great
Yorkshire Showground last year following a two-year hiatus, we're pleased
to announce that the UK's most extensive woodworking event is back for
2023, and due to place from 10—-12 November.

Last year, the show attracted around 8,500 visitors over three days, all
of whom were looking forward to getting back out there and attending the
country’s longest established, highest attended retail woodworking event.

Top demonstrators

As with the usual show format, visitors can expect to see a wide range of
demonstrations from some of the industry’s leading names, across various
woodworking disciplines. These will take place at various points over the
show's duration in one of five dedicated ‘'mini’ theatres. We're pleased to
confirm that the following demonstrators will be in attendance:

= AWGB (Association of Woodturners of Great Britain)
« Andrew Hall — Woodturning

« Bob Neill — Pyrography

« Emma Cook (AKA Tiny Turner) -
« Jorvik Woodturning Group

» Leeds Marquetry Group

« Les Thorne — Woodturning

« Peter Sefton — Wood Workers Workshop

« Peter Tree — Chairmaking

« Philip Greenwood - Woodturning

« Margaret Garrard — Piercing & texturing

« Mike Tupper — International Boat Building Training College (IBTC)
« Nic Westermann — Sharpening

« North Yorkshire Woodworkers Club

« Shane Skelton - Hand saws

« Simon Hope — Woodturning

« Steve Langton — Tom Thackray Windsor Chairs

« Woodcarvers UK

» West Riding Woodcarvers’ Association

» West Riding Woodturners’ Group

Woodcarving & woodturning

Last year's event attracted around 8,500 visitors over the three days

Exhibitors

In addition to the host of
demonstrations on offer, there'll
also be in excess of 80 exhibitors
In attendance, giving you the
chance to try before you buy,
see the latest woodworking kit,
tools and timber, and go home
with a show offer or two. We're
pleased to welcome lots of new
names this year and several
returning companies, as well as
the usual favourites and industry
leaders. The full demonstrator
and exhibitor list is available to
view via the website, so ensure
to keep checking as it's updated.

Emma Cook — The Tiny Turner — will
be demonstrating at this year's event

New for 2023
« (Charnwood Machinery Ltd

« Kinsley Timber

=« Klingspor Abrasives Ltd
« Wood-Mizer

« TOMACO

« \Woodshop Direct

Returning for 2023
« Trend
» \Wood Workers Workshop

Advance tickets

Don't forget to purchase your advance tickets for the 2023 event, which
will be available to buy from 31 August. Be sure to set yourself a reminder
of when these go on sale and visit the show website for further details:
www.harrogatewoodworkingshow.co.uk.

The 'Harrogate’ show — as it's affectionately known — offers a great
day out for all. We look forward to welcoming you back to Hall 1 of the
Great Yorkshire Showground from 10-12 November. In the meantime,
If you have any questions, please email exhibitions@dhpub.co.uk.

Request your

New Catalogue
Out Now!

FREE

copy online




Timber Suppliers Directory — August 2023

Adhectic Ltd (Berkshire)
Tel: 012355
Web: www.adhectic.co.uk

A Harrison (Northants)
Tel: 01536 725 192
Web: www.aharrisonwoodturning.co.uk

Bennetts Timber (Lincolnshire)
Tel: 01472 350 151
Web: www.bennettstimber.co.uk

Black Isle Woodturning (Scotland)
Tel: 07842 189 743 |
Web: www.blackislewoodturning.com

Brodies Timber (Perthshire)
Tel: 01350 727 723
Web: www.brodiestimber.co.uk

Brooks Brothers Timber (Essex)
Tel: 01621 877 400
\Web: www.brookstimber.co.uk

C&G Barrett Ltd, Cilfiegan Sawmill
(South Wales)

Tel: 01291 672 805

Web: www.cilfiegansawmill.com

Clive Walker Timber Ltd (West Yorkshire)
Tel: 01132 704 928
Web: www.clivewalkertimber.co.uk

D Emmerson Timber (Lincolnshire)
Tel: 01507 524 728
Web: www.emmersontimber.co.uk

Earlswood Interiors (\West Midlands)
Tel: 01564 703 706
Web: www.earlswoodinteriors.co.uk

English Woodlands Timber (\West Sussex)
Tel: 01730 816 941
Web: www.englishwoodlandstimber.co.uk

Exotic Hardwoods (Kent)
Tel: 01732 355626
Web: www.exotichardwoods.co.uk

EO Burton, Thorndon Sawmills (Essex)
Tel: 01277 260810
Web: www.eoburton.com

Eynsham Park Sawmill (Oxfordshire)
Tel: 01993 881 391
Web: www.eynshamparksawmill.co.uk

FH lves (Essex)
Tel: 01268 732 373
Web: www.fhives.com

Fulham Timber (London)
Tel: 0208 685 5340
Web: www.fulhamtimber.co.uk

G&S Specialist Timber (Cumbria)
Tel: 01768 891 445

Web: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

Over 18,000 quality products
IN STOCK for next day delivery.

or call 0300 303 88 21

Request your FREE catalogue online

Direct.co.uk

Good Timber (Northamptonshire)
Tel: 01327 344 550
Web: www.goodtimber.com

The Hardwood off cut shop (Essex)
The Wood Yard, Canterbury Tye Farm,
Doddinghurst road, Brentwood, Essex,
CM15 OSD

Tel: 01277 205990

Web: www.hardwoodoffcuts.co.uk
sales@hardwoodoffcuts.co.uk

Horndon Timber Products

Unit 8-9 Orsett Industrial Park
Stanford Road, Orsett, Grays
Essex. RM16 3BX

Tel: 01375 679 999

Web: sales(@horndontimber.co.uk

Interesting Timbers (Somerset)
Tel: 01761 241 333

Web: www.interestingtimbers.co.uk

ISCA Woodcrafts (South Wales)
Tel: 01633 810 148/07854 349 045
Web: www.iscawoodcrafts.co.uk

Joyce Timber (London)
Tel: 0208 883 1610
Web: www.joycetimber.co.uk

Lincolnshire Woodcraft (Lincolnshire)
Tel: 01780 757 825
Web: www.lincolnshirewoodcraft.co.uk

Nottage Timber (South Wales)
Tel: 01656 745 959
Web: www.nottagetimber.co.uk

Ockenden Timber (Powys)
Tel: 01588 620 884

Web: www.ockenden-timber.co.uk

Olivers Woodturning (Kent)
Tel: 01622 370 280
Web: www.oliverswoodturning.co.uk

Oxford Wood Recycling (Oxfordshire)
Tel: 01235 861 228
Web: www.owr.org.uk

Stiles & Bates (Kent)
Tel: 01304 366 360
Web: www.stilesandbates.co.uk

Scadding Timber (Avon)
Tel: 01179 556 032

Web: www.scadding-son-ltd.co.uk

Scawton Sawmill (North Yorkshire)
Tel: 01845 597 733
Web: www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk

TIMBER DIRECTORY

S.L. Hardwoods (Croydon)
Tel: 020 3051 4794
Web: www.slhardwoods.co.uk

St. Andrews Timber (Scotland)

Tel: 01316 611 333

Web: www.standrewstimbersupplies.
co.uk

Surrey Timbers Ltd (Guildford)
Tel: 01483 457 826
Web: www.surreytimbers.co.uk

Sykes Timber (Warwickshire)
Tel: 01827 718 951
Web: www.sykestimber.co.uk

The Timber Mill (Cornwall)
Tel: 07966 396 419
Web: www.thetimbermill.com

The Wood Recycling Store (East Sussex)
Tel: 01273 570 500
Web: www.woodrecycling.org.uk

Thorogood Timber Ltd (Essex)
Tel: 01206 233 100
Web: www.thorogood.co.uk

Timberman (Carmarthenshire)
Tel: 01267 232 621
Web: www.timberman.co.uk

Tree Station (Lancashire)
Tel: 01612 313 333
Web: www.treestation.co.uk

UK Timber Ltd (Northamptonshire)
Tel: 01536 267 107
Web: www.uk-timber.co.uk

Waterloo Timber Ltd (Lancashire)
Tel: 01200 423 263
Web: No website

Wenban Smith (\West Sussex)
Tel: 01903 230311
Web: www.wenbans.com

Wentwood Timber Centre (South Wales)
Tel: 01633 400 720

Web: www.wentwoodtimbercentre.co.uk

W L West & Sons Ltd (Surrey)
Tel: 01798 861611
Web: www.wlwest.co.uk

Yandle & Sons Ltd (Somerset)
Tel: 01935822 207
Web: www.yandles.co.uk

lronmongery

Direct

Trusted to deliver




SHAPER TRACE —
The easlest vector conversion
tool for hand sketches

Shaper is focused on making precision cutting easy and accessible
to craftspeople everywhere. The company’s latest product — Trace -
provides a simple method of turning a hand-drawn sketch into vector
graphics, which are native to digital fabrication and digital design tools.
Trace is the easiest vector conversion tool for hand sketches on the
market, which essentially turns any smartphone into a high-quality
vector scanner. A single sketch can transform into a multitude of different
outputs in terms of size, material or fabrication technique. It can be used
in the workshop, and there’s no need to return to your desk.
The end result? A vector file (SVG) that can be used on virtually any
fabrication machine, and no more getting stuck in the creative process
with difficult-to-use software.

How it works

« Draw on any surface within the frame size and place the frame over it;

« (Capture and convert the drawing to scaled, flattened vectors in the
Trace App;

« Cut with Origin or other digital fabrication tools.

MAKITA launches powerful
new cordless circu ar saw

Makita recently launched the HS012G
40VMax XGT Brushless 165mm
circular saw, which further bolsters ’___‘
its XGT range of cordless offerings.
This lightweight yet powerful tool
delivers the performance and
run-times demanded by
woodworking professionals.
The HS012G circular saw
adds a new, compact option to SN
kL=
Makita's existing range of saws and is
the first 165mm model within the XGT
range. The combination of 40VMax XGT power and energy efficient
brushless motor means it can achieve a maximum output of 1,300W
— nearly twice that of the equivalent 18V saw — coupled with a no-load
speed of 5,200rpm. To maintain consistent blade speed under load,
it also features constant speed control, which allows for improved
cutting performance.

The HS012G has a bevel range of up to 50°, with positive stops at 22.5°

and 45°, making it easy to select these commonly used bevel angles.

lt achieves a maximum cutting depth of 57mm at 0° and 41Tmm at 45°.
To ensure user safety, the HS012G features an electric brake, which

quickly slows the blade along with an anti-restart function to prevent

accidental start up. It also includes Makita's Auto-start Wireless System

(AWS), meaning the HS012G can be wirelessly connected to a compatible

dust extractor via Bluetooth; this allows the dust extractor to automatically

run when the tool's activated, thus simplifying dust management.

The HS012G features twin LED job lights with pre-glow and afterglow ol Ih
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What's in the box?

« Frame — 338 x 248mm;

« Technical drawing pen;

+ Free and unlimited access to Trace App.

Features SHAPER

« Centreline/outline trace — choose either option for automatic and
accurate conversion of hand-drawn lines into a single vector path
— no complicated steps or adjustments required;

« Built-in post-processing tools — select individual vector paths
from a drawing, smooth your drawing and more;

« Preserves drawing scale and accuracy — hold your phone at any
angle and the Trace App automatically corrects for distortion;

« Works with any modern web browser — quickly and easily access the
tool from your smartphone or tablet. g s -

Technical specs

« SVG file format;

« Compatible with any modern browser;
« No subscription required.

\Visit www.shapertools.com for further
iInformation on this new product.

functions for better workpiece illumination; an integrated tool hanger
and a removable parallel guide ensures accurate, straight line cutting.

The circular saw can be used with Makita guide rails, making it ideal
for any jobs that require greater precision. Using a guide rail eliminates
the accidental inaccuracies associated with freehand cuts that employ
a pre-marked line, especially on larger pieces of material where parallel
guides can't be used.

The HS012G is available as a body only option (HS012GZ), body
only in a Makpac case (HS012GZ01) or as a kit with two 2.5Ah batteries
and XGT battery charger, supplied in a Makpac case (HS012GD201).

Marketing Manager at Makita UK, Kevin Brannigan, says: “165mm
circular saws have always been a popular part of our cordless range.
The H5012G provides professionals with a
versatile, compact and lightweight 165mm
saw, but with the performance customers
expect from Makita's brushless 40V Max

S O . XGT machines!

For more information on Makita's product
range, visit www.makitauk.com.
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Introducing MATERIALS
& FINISHES SHOW -
formerly W Exhibition —
from 19-22 May 2024
at NEC, Birmingham

materials
& finishes

\[55"

19 - 22 May | NEC Birmingham

The UK's flagship trade show for the
furniture manufacturing and joinery
iIndustries — formerly W Exhibition
— has relaunched as Materials &
Finishes Show and is now aimed at

manufacturers, processors and installers of wood & associated materials.

In its new format, the event will run from 19-22 May 2024 at the NEC,
Birmingham, and is the reimagined concept developed by Montgomery
Group. The show will continue to provide a platform for manufacturers,
processors and installers of timber, components and supporting services,
alongside complementary materials, such as stone.

Event Director, David Todd, comments: “It gives me great pleasure to
announce the launch of Materials & Finishes Show, which aims to build
on the W Exhibition’s success. Since the show's inception in 1974, it's
passed from being a woodworking machinery exhibition to covering
the full range of technology and materials for industrial woodworking.
We aim to take this further by providing a more valuable, time and
resource effective solution for both our exhibitors and visitors from a
more diverse community. Wood and stone are two of the most widely
used natural materials in construction and design, often used together
in various ways. While wood and timber will remain a core focus, it was
a natural progression for us to incorporate stone and broaden the
delivery for our community.”

All areas of the material journey — from initial stages of raw processing
through to finishing and component supply for completed products -
will be represented. Visitors will have the opportunity to see machinery
In action together with components, materials, technology and services
for the manufacturing and processing phases of materials, alongside
the latest products and developments for finishes.

Materials & Finishes Show will bring together some of the world'’s
leading suppliers of woodworking and stone machinery, materials and
tooling. Formerly W Exhibition, the event has over 50 years of heritage
and will return to the NEC in its new format from 19-22 May 2024.

For further information, see www.materialsandfinishesshow.com.

CLARKE CBG6SC Bench Grinder
with sanding belt & lamp (250W)

Sharp cutting tools are vitally important in any workshop, require less user effort
and often make for a much safer experience. That's why bench grinders are often crucial

pieces of kit, and essential additions to many workshops.

Newly introduced to Machine Mart's extensive range, the Clarke CBG6SC is a useful
bench grinder designed to help keep drills, chisels, shears, etc. in top condition as well

as being generally useful for metal shaping, smoothing and polishing.

The CBG6SC also includes a 50mm sanding belt, which is suitable for wood, metal
and plastic, a wheel dressing tool, plus a flexible worklight to ensure maximum precision

and visibility during use.

Other useful features include combined eye shield/spark arrestors for safe usage and a
base-mounted on/off switch. There's also adjustable toolrests and a coolant tray. Currently

priced at £118.79, visit www.machinemart.co.uk for more information.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
Grinding wheel: 36 grit

Sanding belt: 80 grit

www.thewoodworkermag.com

Wheel dimensions: @150 x 20mm
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LIBERON launches new
range of decking stains

When it comes to caring for exterior decking, Liberon’s decking oil is one
of the woodcare expert's flagship products. The company has recently
launched a new range of decking stains, which makes the selection of
Liberon decking woodcare options comprehensive. Liberon’s new
Superior Decking Stain affords users several benefits.

Sunnier, longer days mean that now is the ideal time to undertake
decking maintenance to make sure it's not only looking its best, but
is well protected from the elements. A high-quality decking stain can
not only help to transform the appearance of decking, but also boost
Its longevity. Liberon Superior Decking Stain is water-repellent, protects
against damage from sunlight, looks great and has a ‘biosourced’
formula. This formula, based on vegetable oils and modified bio-based
resins, reduces environmental impact while still maintaining superior
product performance.

Liberon Superior Decking Stain’s protection against moisture and
sunlight is long-lasting; the stain's water-based formulation includes
anti-slip properties; is easy to apply thanks partly to an excellent
spreading rate compared to other available options; is quick-drying;
and produces a natural, semi-transparent finish once dry. The new
decking stain is offered in Light Silver, Gunmetal, Light Oak, Teak, Black
and Clear colour options. Available in 2.51 tins, two coats is sufficient to
cover 15m?, or a 5l option, two coats of which is sufficient to cover 30m’.

The new product not only marks a turning point in Liberon’s decking
woodcare offering, but ushers in a whole new livery of packaging,
including a revamped logo. The impactful new look is the result of
brand investment to modernise and help move the market forward.
This investment will see other products in the range follow suit. For
further information, see www.liberon.co.uk.

Belt dimensions: 50 x 686mm
Bore: 12.7mm (4in)

Max wheel speed: 2,850rpm
Max belt speed: 15.6m/sec
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In brief...

Edward Johnson's

SCHOOL
OF CRAFT

Having run a successful bespoke furniture
making business since 2009, award-winning
designer-maker, Edward Johnson, has now

Edward JoHhson
in the work&hop.
This furniturg

designer-maker |
describes his

work as “being

led by a core
desire to challenge
and innovate”

expanded the business and set up his own
craft school in a bid to share valuable skills
and knowledge. Edward is passionate about
keeping traditional cabinetmaking skills alive,
which was the main driving force behind him
establishing the School of Craft.

The School offers a new range of in-house
courses — suitable for hobbyists and budding
professionals alike — including ones that
focus on tool sharpening, spokeshaving and
steam-bending, and the list of those available
s due to expand soon.

e S 9 e e

Sussex Mirror by Edward Johnson
— available to make on the
dedicated five-day course

A focus on steam-bending

Most of the short courses currently run at the School are strongly
focused on steam-bending — a traditional and beguiling technique that's
been used for years and was once widely employed in the production of
weapons, tools and vessels. It's still used today in the manufacture of
furniture, crafting of musical instruments, in addition to boatbuilding,
and offers a very effective method of shaping timber to add beautiful
twists, bends and turns to a wide range of designs and projects.

Those familiar with Edward’s pieces will know that curves are a
major feature. This is often the starting point of many conversations
surrounding his furniture, and in fact, the designer-maker is frequently
asked as to whether he uses steam-bending techniques. The answer
to this question is yes — in some cases at least — although Edward is
also a master of laminating and hand-shaping to produce the organic
curves regularly exhibited in his work.

't can be magical to observe the process of steam-bending where
timber is manipulated into various curved forms, as Edward describes:
“It's great fun seeing a solid 50mm piece of oak bend round a former
with ease and no matter how often | witness it, I'm still amazed.”

Hone & learn new skills
Working alongside Edward and his team of highly skilled cabinetmakers
provides an opportunity to be taught by professionals who're active in the
Industry and working in a commercial furniture studio. The workshop is
well equipped with everything you'd expect, from hand tools to high-end
machinery, but more than that, any potential students are sure to receive
a very warm welcome from the team. It's a place where you can come
and chat about tools, machines and timber with like-minded others,
while honing and learning new skills, all

in a friendly, professional environment.

Edward Johnson's rural studio,
workshop and School of Craft is located
just outside the village of Bosham near Chichester,

West Sussex. One past student provided the following
feedback: “Not only was the course informative, but well
planned with everything covered from wood choice and
preparation prior to introducing steam-bending, which is
a real art. Ed has a great team working with him and they
really were a joy to be around. We were also shown how
to correctly sharpen tools, which was an added bonus.’

If you're interested in finding out more about Edward
Johnson's School of Craft and the courses on offer, email
courses(@steambending.co.uk or visit the website for
more information: www.steambending.co.uk.

Hairpin coat hook by Edward Johnson - available
to make on the dedicated three-day course

\

A student works on steam-bending a hairpin
coat hook while on the three-day course

Steam-bending in progress on the five-day
‘Make your own Sussex Mirror’ course

A student chisels a steam-bent mirror during
the five-day steam-bending course
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Kent homeowner saves ,
money on kitchen renovation Quahty Tools to

by painting cupboards with match our Service
V33 SPECIALIST PAINT

A Kent homeowner i L_L P T b
wishing to revamp ' }'.‘ g
her kitchen was l_'u._'l l ..F- Y

recently able to save
money by painting
the cupboards as
opposed to ripping | “ {
them out and buying

new ones. Emma

The Ultimate
Woodturning Lathe

hapfo

Germany

G o T

» Top quality
Hand Certified

Lie-Nielsen '
TOOLWORKS

from Sittingbourne f N Hardwoods
commented that | Toishi-Ohishi
she’'s over the moon Japanese

with her new-look kitchen, which was brought up-to-date using \/33's Waterstones

Renovation Cupboard & Worktop paint.
Emma continues: “My kitchen is 20-years-old and was looking tired
and a bit old-fashioned. /33's Renovation paint was really easy to apply.
. iy e Drilling Tools made to the
| chose the white shade, and it's given the room a great new look, and hikihout atericind

so much cheaper than having to buy a whole new kitchen. | simply COLT G &s
T4

purchased new door handles for the cupboards, which completes the

ook. I'd definitely recommend others try this themselves. The paint / f sPeci al i st

nas been on for months now and still looks as good as new.’ Q,/“’ i m | er )
\/33's Renovation paints for cupboards and worktops is now available - T b | E

in a wider range of colours and has been reformulated using Teflon™ P TOOLS AND MACHINERY

technology. The new paint range prevents culinary and domestic staining, www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

and allows regular and easy cleaning without altering the paint’s colour you can order online now
and finish. This is what makes it suitable for use not only on cupboards i —
but also worktops, where its complex combination of exclusive polymers © oy

also means it's highly resistant to heat, scratches, knocks, water and ‘ésmlmfss B“T"_E smpp

changes in humidity.
With testers available, you can choose from neutral tones or, to

Bottle Stoppers made

from food safe

stamp your individual style on a kitchen, there's also blue, green and

black options. A total of eight on-trend shades provides the opportunity stainless steel, FREE
to renovate your kitchen without having to go to the expense of ripping A Sl
out cupboards and worktops. What's more, /33 Renovation Cupboard &
Worktop paint’s high level of adhesion means it can be applied direct to
surfaces without having to use an undercoat.

The paint is easy to apply using a roller for main areas and a round-
edged brush for angles and corners. This renovation task is easy enough
for even novice DIYers to take on, but nevertheless, the paint's superior
quality ensures a professional-looking result. Offered in both 0.75I and
2| pack options, the former is available from B&Q, priced at £27, and
provides 10m* of coverage.

Also included in the V33 Renovation range are paints for wall tiles, floor
tiles, radiators and appliances, such as refrigerators and dishwashers,
giving the option to
refresh all of your
kitchen without
having to go to the
expense of buying
replacement items.
The V33 Renovation

range for B&Q is
. . WE ARE EASY TO FIND:
also available via the 11/2 miles from the M6, J40.

i
o

3 ¥
2 5

¥4 Flexcut

d CARFING TOOLS

- P fe Take the A66 towards Keswick, :

L tu lef t first roundabout,  oolrophoty ki

www.diy.com. follow the Brown Signs to Closed Sunday;

For more The Alpaca Centre. '

“ G&S SPECIALIST TIMBER
...and ufl:er, using \/33's Renovation range of information on V33, The Alpaca Centre, Snuff Mill Lane, Stainton, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 OES.
. vk ; _ Tel: 01768 891445. Fax: 01768 891443. email: info@toolsandtimber.co.uk
specialist paints visit www.v33.co.uk.
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Shenton Woodcraft Repeat-Edge Sharpening System

f there's one thing
Jonathan Salisbury
doesn't like about
woodturning, it's
sharpening gouges.
Perhaps the Shenton
Repeat-Edge Sharpening
System could turn out
to be just what he's
looking for?

've undertaken safety training for the

bench grinder, but that didn't help me

to get better at using it. The edges on my

bowl gouges have never been anything
to boast about, and | just don't seem to have
enough time to practise. Perhaps | ought to
getajig...

One of my previous employers had a
‘proper’ grinding wheel — the one that begins
with a T — with a whole range of jigs, including
one for gouges. My machine has a large geared-
down waterstone set at 90° with one faster-
spinning aluminium oxide wheel and no jigs, but
it's got me through so far; most of my sharpening
tasks involve chisels and plane irons on flat stones
and diamond plates, so when | do have to sharpen
the gouges, | make do and put up with the result.
But edges don't last.

However, Nigel Shenton may have come to my
rescue with the Repeat-Edge Sharpening System.
Having become frustrated with the performance
of existing jigs, he developed his own — patent
pending — version. I'd been assured that it was
simple to use, but | opened the box knowing that
it required some assembling, that the grinder
needed raising, and both it and the baseplates
had to be mounted on a board. | began to follow
the instructions provided.

IMPORTANI NOTE ’

Instructions are detailed

Setting up

| already had a board a little bigger than the
stated size, and | decided not to cut it further:
this meant that | had to adjust some of the
dimensions set out in the diagrams. The
instructions are detailed, although after the
first read, | wasn't always sure that | understood
what | was supposed to do. Taking it in stages
was a good idea, beginning with cutting a block
to raise the grinder up off the surface. | used a
piece of 50mm-thick worktop instead of the
suggested two pieces of 18 or 25mm plywood.
| set this back from the edge the same distance
as it would've been had | used the correct sized
board, and used screws to fix it in place. The
baseplate — | could only fit one — was placed
so that the top of the support at the back of
the adjusting arm lined up centrally with the
grinding wheel and the front of the plate was
30mm from the board's front. It was then

fixed down using M10 coach bolts. | rechecked
centrality with a gouge, adjusted it, then made
sure that everything was tight. All good and
ready to test, | think.

=,
~7

Problems
Most of my turning tools have been
acquired second-hand and their previous
owners seem to have been, at best, as bad
at sharpening as me, but | decided to keep
the same angles anyway — and start with
one of my least-precious spindle roughing
gouges, just in case. With the grinder switched
off, the sequence begins by placing a gouge
In the support and moving the adjustable
arm until the bevel aligns with the stone;
the arm’s tightened up, the chisel lifted from
the stone’s surface, and the grinder switched
on. Once up to speed, the chisel is brought
very lightly into contact with the stone and
rotated in order to produce a new edge.
Before coming across the Shenton jig,
'd been used to a slightly uneven freehand
grind that somewhat matched the original
profile — if | was lucky. But the finish from
the Shenton jig is something else, with my
first attempt at regrinding an immediate
success. Almost perfectly aligned grinding
marks, smoothly flowing from centre to

Skew attachment — but the wrong screw

14 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking August 2023

Fixing holes — 10mm for bolts; countersunk
for screws

www.thewoodworkermag.com



Cutting the raise block

tip and a thin, sharp edge. Easy to use?
It was amazing...

Better results
With my new-found confidence, | moved
onto a new spindle gouge. No problems
there. Then a bowl gouge with what | knew
to be a decent profile. Adjusting the support
to match this new victim | switched on, rotated
a couple of times and ... once again, an almost
perfectly symmetrical grind in less than one
minute. This is too good to be true, | thought,
but | was able to true up an old woodcarving
gouge in less than a minute as well. How
about a skew chisel, then?

The jig comes with a separate attachment

Initial alignment check

T T

Better still with a new one

www.thewoodworkermag.com

Just right!

for holding skew chisels, which sits on the
adjusting arm and is tightened with a screw.
Setting up was similar to the gouges, except
that the handle is placed offcentre to ensure
the correct angle at the tip. It was almost as
easy to move the skew chisel side-to-side,
but | found that the bevel wasn't always easy
to keep flat due to the tool's swing. At this
point, | decided to dress the grinding wheel;
after a couple more passes it was better — but
not as satisfying a result as with the gouges.

A little off the sides?

The final grind is the so-called ‘fingernalil,
where the gouge needs to lose a little metal
from the sides to provide a more tapered shape.

So too with a bowl gouge

¥

The base bolted in position

This looked like the grind on one of my spindle
gouges, so | gave it a go. It was while trying to
tighten the screw that | realised I'd inadvertently
used the side-grind screw to attach the skew
rest. They have the same size thread, you see.
Even with the correct screw, this is more
difficult to set up than a plain grind; although
It did what it was supposed to, | couldn’t quite
get the profile | was looking for. | tried a number
of combinations of positions and started to get
a more refined shape, but it still didn't come
out quite like the original grind. It was certainly
very sharp, though. There's a lot of advice online
about suitable grinding angles for a variety of
different tools and | think | might just need to
keep experimenting and practising.

Impressive results with an old gouge, even if the
angle is unusual

The jig also works with smaller gouges

August 2023 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking 15



0/\[I5500 Shenton Woodcraft Repeat-Edge Sharpening System

v - g -.-
. ’ ' — -
- . -~ .

el ™
Much better than freehand

Repeatability

Once a satisfactory angle and sharp edge
has been achieved, you really want to be able
to repeat it. My biggest problem has always

been that when I've wanted to just restore the

edge on a gouge, |'ve generally ended up with

an inadvertent and complete change of profile.

Practice makes perfect here — as | may have
said before.

However, the Shenton jig does provide
a solution. Before moving the support arm,
a piece of wood is cut to fit the gap between
the support and base. Labelled to match
the chisel and stored for the next time you
grind, you just place the wood back into the
channel to help set the distance last used.
Beginning where you left off, without having
to remember any measurements, in the right
place and at the right angle, makes the job
much faster. And since you then only remove
a tiny amount of metal, less heat is generated
as a result, which means that it's less likely
to draw the temper.

J

il

Scrap wood can be used to reset the position for
your next grind

#

Skew chisel set up — power off, correct screw!

Conclusion
This jig would be a real boost for everyone
who'd like to spend more time turning with
super-sharp tools and less time practising
how to grind the right angles; that said, it
isn't a panacea and there will be edges that
are difficult to replicate. A straightforward
bowl or spindle roughing gouge bevel is so
simple to be child’s play — not recommended
— but the technigues required to match skew
chisel or spindle gouge profiles take longer
to develop. It's also very easy to over-rotate
on spindle roughing gouges and round off
the corners. Newly created profiles can of
course be easily replicated and, in the end,
a slightly different shape isn't going to
make as much difference as a blunt edge.
The cost of this system is one that |
might describe as a ‘modest investment;, but
it's markedly less than that of a grindstone
system with gouge jig, and even less if you
already have a standard grinding wheel.
In my opinion, it's definitely an investment

The side grind attachment in use

Getting ready to go

| need more practice!

worth making if you're more adept at using
gouges than regrinding them. That's me —
and you too, if you've ever put off a bit of
turning because your gouges were blunt. %W

SPECIFICATION

Included are the following:

» Two baseplates for mounting
under each grinding wheel

« Four locking levers

« One adjusting arm

= One skew attachment

» One side-grind attachment

Typical price: £115 (plus delivery)
Web: www.shentonwoodcraft.co.uk

THE VERDICT
PROS

® Easy to use, even for beginners; speeds
up gouge and skew chisel sharpening;
less heat generated, preventing tool
damage and grinding wheel wear; can
be set up to repeat angles accurately;
doesn't obstruct the grinding wheels,
allowing them to be used as normal

CONS

® Skew chisels are more difficult to grind

evenly; the side-grind attachment can
be tricky to set up for a precise copy of
an existing grind pattern

RATING — PERFORMANCE: 4.5 OUT OF 5
RATING - /ALUE: 4.5 OUT OF 5

The resulting grind on a spindle gouge looks good A little more off the sides?
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The Finest hand tools for
your finest woodwork

Visit our website at www.classichandtools.com

Worldwide Shipping Free UK Delivery Over £90

(//({JJ f.(;" Hand TOOlS Search our site... C:'\

Hand Tools Shop by Brand Shop by Craft Sharpening Hardware Books & DVDs

MORTISE & TENON

nmgﬂ:r'm*

from £25.00

What's New?

New in from Lie-Nielsen, Veritas, Auriou, Flexcut, and more... _Jﬁ-

CHECK OUT OUR NEW PRODUCTS

Lie-Miplsen Carcass Saw with Cher

£210.00
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MICROJIG

Offset handles provide comfort

icrojig has been producing a
variety of jigs and guides for

a number of years, creating
iInnovative solutions that improve
on traditional methods and solve problems that
still exist. The Grr-ripper2 Go™ — aka GR2G

— has been specifically designed for use on a
circular saw and, as well as protecting hands,
aims to improve quality by controlling the wood
throughout the entire cut without removing it
from the surface. The GR2G can be used one
handed to keep the wood against the fence and
push it into the blade — something that can't be
done with a push-stick alone. Soft ‘rubber’ strips
— a Grr-rips — dovetailed to the bottom of each
of the three staggered legs hold the pieces to

be cut in the same relative position after they've
been separated. By stopping them from coming
into contact with the back edge of the blade,
there’s less likelihood of kickback occurring.

The GR2G works by placing it on top of the
wood and up to the fence, switching on the saw,
and pushing the wood right through, from in front
of the blade to behind it, without removing the
block at any time. To ensure the gap is correctly
positioned, a supplied colour-coded index sticker

GRR-RIPPER 2GO™

Using circular saws safely is

a priority for all woodworkers,
but push-sticks aren’t always
the best solution. Jonathan
Salisbury finds out whether
the Microjig Grr-ripper 2Go™
offers a suitable alternative

O HESSEE Microjig Grr-ripper2 Go™ push block with kickback prevention

Gaps to clear the saw blade

Is added to the saw table's gauge. This indicates
which way round the GR2G needs to be used

to ensure the blade passes between the legs.

| was a little hesitant to rely on this, but it does
work. The minimum width that can be cut is either
51mm — with the green/yellow end towards you
— or 63mm — with the blue/orange — as all three
of the GR2G's legs need to be in contact with

the wood to ensure stability during the cut.

Crown guard dilemma

It sounds great, but there is a catch. In order

to work, the GR2G has to remain in the same
position on the wood from the time you press
the go switch until you remove the two pieces
from behind the blade. The GR2G's legs bridge
the blade and riving knife — so it can't be used
In this way if the crown guard is in place. Using
circular saws with the blade fully exposed, though
still with a riving knife, is pretty much the norm
in the USA, where the GR2G was designed; in
the UK, however, the guard is retained, either
by choice or because it's required*. The main
function of the Grr-ripper2 Go™ is therefore
based on an American need for improved
safety during certain operations.

Soft grip surfaces

In my photos showing the GR2G in use,

you may have already noticed the lack of

a crown guard. For the purpose of this test,

| used it American-style, but was very careful
when doing so. Yes, it worked very effectively

— exactly as it's supposed to, in fact — but

the safety features provided by the GR2G,
particularly keeping my hand away from the
blade, only became necessary due to the

crown guard's absence. I'll never be convinced
that kickback prevention is a good enough reason
to remove a guard, even if the GR2G does makes
it 'safe’ to do so. It can, of course, be used as a
push block when the crown guard is in place,

but then the gaps are unnecessary as it's not
straddling the blade, and you still need a push-
stick to complete the cut and clear the wood
from behind it.

Other user benefits

Of course, the GR2G's benefits aren't only
restricted to the circular saw: used flat and on
their sides for cutting on bandsaws; for moving
pieces around on a router table; for pushing
timber over a set of planer blades; keeping offcuts
in place on a mitre saw; or holding wood in a jig
when drilling. The GR2G's body has four dovetalil
slots for attaching further guides — either from
the Microjig range or homemade — and the gap

Color Coded Index

"0 Index for 90° cuts wﬁh QEM blades only

N (T

Ol §

-

P :

Colour-coded index

Check which way round it needs to be placed

Testing the gap
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Completed cut Excellent for machine planing...
provided by using it from the blue/orange end
s especially useful when routing edges with a
cutter that extends beyond the top of the wood.

it from working in other circumstances.
These benefits, however, do come at a price.
In its homeland, the GR2G will cost you $29.99,

whilst in the UK it's £55. Excellent as it is, this is...

Conclusion

Whether using it to press down or sideways,
against a fence or forwards into a blade, the
Grr-ripper 2Go™ will help you feed wood more
smoothly and hold it more securely. Although
destined for use in countries where it's still
common to run machines with completely
exposed cutters and blades, it's still easy to

use around guards, and superior to many of the
push blocks included with machines. The handles
are large and comfortable to hold, even though
they're not cushioned; the replaceable soft grip-
strips provide secure contact at all times without
needing to press hard; and the grip’s reduced
surface area, where the gaps between the three
legs bridge the circular saw blade, doesn't stop

disappointingly high.
But can you put a price on safety and
convenience? I'll leave that for you to decide! 3

e ———

... and table routing

* There are a variety of regulations and codes
of practice for the guarding of machinery, which
differ from country to country. What's required
by law is particularly relevant to those using
machines for work, but best practice is also
recommended for home users. In the UK,

the HSE website — www.hse.gov.uk — is a

very good source of helpful information

SPECIFICATION

Minimum cutting width: 8mm

Colour-coded index for Grr-ripper positioning
Reversible for any cut

Typical price: £55.19
Web: www.microjig.com/products/grr-ripper2-go;
www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

THE VERDICT
PROS

® Easy and comfortable to use; protects your
hands and fingers from cuts and injuries;
virtually eliminates kickback on circular
saws; can be used for guiding workpieces
on other machines; no assembly required

CONS

® |ntended function isn't possible when
the crown guard is fitted; expensive

RATING — PERFORMANCE: 5 OUT OF 5
RATING - /ALUE: 2 OUT OF 5

~rotect and ennance the natural beauty
of wood with Treatex Hardwax Ol

-

J ;--,'!-‘_-;"

www.thewoodworkermag.com

Treatex Hardwax Oil
protects and enhances the
appearance of all types of
internal wood surfaces including
floors, stairs, doors, furniture and
worktops. Treatex Hardwax Oll is
manufactured on a base of natural

sustainable raw materials: jojoba
oil, linseed oil, sunflower oll,
beeswax, candelilla wax and

carnauba wax.

® Brings out the timber grain

® Adds warmth to wood

» Easy to apply

® Quick drying

» No sanding required between coats

 Low odour

® Resistant to spills of water, wine,
beer, coffee, tea and fizzy drinks

® Withstands high temperatures
® \ery durable

® Easy to clean and maintain

® Spot repairable

e Safe for use on children’s toys
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MPOWER SBS Triple Diamond Stone Sharpening Station

of 2 SBS Triple
Diamond Stone
Sharpening
Stations — worth
each

Offering a complete
sharpening solution

IN one convenient
platform that can be
easlily stowed away
when not in use,

IN conjunction with
MPOWER Tools, we
have two to give away

Make your workshop the home of the sharpest
tools on the block. Create the perfect edge on
the most comprehensive freehand diamond
sharpening station ever created.

A six-stage sharpening journey across three

grades of super durable monocrystalline diamond,

finished on three real leather strops with three
grades of polishing wax — all backed up by a
10-year guarantee.

A lifetime of sharpening
MPOWER's revolutionary Side By Side (SBS)
sharpening station means this diamond stone
really will last forever, rather than having to
throw away an expensive tool due to a small
part of it being worn.

Owing to the unique manufacturing process

The sharpening station features three grades
of super durable monocrystalline diamond

GUARANTEE

used, a damaged diamond surface can
be inexpensively and easily replaced.

Complete sharpening package

The Side by Side (SBS) has been in development
for over four years and is the most complete
sharpening package available. The process of
correctly sharpening a tool, be it a 6mm bevel-
edge chisel or plane iron, involves a number of
essential elements, all of which are cunningly
stored in the SBS canvas carry/storage case.

Easier to use — plain & simple
Compared to using a traditional double-sided
8in diamond stone, where you set up to use one
side/grade, mount it in the stone holder, use it,
clean it off, reset it to the other grade, place it
back into the stone holder and start again, the
SBS is on your bench ready to go, instantly
offering three grades of diamond to sharpen on.
The SBS is also the first diamond stone
that's fitted with three leather-topped magnetic
protective covers with two different grades of
leather: firm and soft. Three grade sharpening
is followed by three strop finishing, all without
moving from the job.

Manufacturing process
MPOWER has developed a unique process
In manufacturing diamond stones. Six years
ago, they pioneered the use of high tolerance
aluminium extruded cores with 3M adhesive
bonded electro plating diamond plates as the
surface, resulting in the flattest diamond stones
available with a tolerance of +/- 0.00175in.
Each Side by Side is made in MPOWER's
factory in Salisbury, Wiltshire, UK.

During manufacture every stone undergoes
11 different QA tests to ensure that each one
meets the very highest standards possible.

Contents
A high tolerance machined single platform
mounted with three grades of diamond stone:

300, 600 and 1,200 grit; three ‘on board’ click-on,

20 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking August 2023

click-off, magnetic leather strop covers in two
different leathers — firm and soft; three uniquely
formulated grades of polishing wax — 1,800,
2,500 and 5,000; 30ml fully synthetic diamond
lapping fluid and diamond stone cleaning block, all
supplied in a bespoke tough canvas storage case.

Dimensions
Overall size: 8 x 12in
Diamond surface: 3 x 8 x 2.75in
Total diamond surface: 66sq.in
Weight not including ancillaries: 1.8kg
Gross weight: 2.5kg
10-year bench stone guarantee — MPOWER's
new SBS Bench Stone Plates are so tough
they're covered by a 'no quibble” 10-year
guarantee — double the industry standard. Even
If the damage is down to years and years of
regular sharpening, MPOWER will supply free
replacement diamond plates and free shipping

For more information on MPOWER Tools,
visit www.mpower-tools.co.uk.

To be in with a chance of winning 1 of 2 SBS
Triple Diamond Stone Sharpening Stations,
Visit |

and answer the multiple
choice question below:

How many leather strops
does the SBS Triple Diamond Stone
Sharpening Station contain?

Five
Three
Four

The winners will be randomly drawn from all
correct entries. The closing date for the competition
Is 15 September 2023. Only one entry per person;
multiple entries will be discarded. Employees of
David Hall Publishing Ltd and MPOWER Tools

are not eligible to enter this competition

www.thewoodworkermag.com



More than ear protection.

Your daily companion.

Warranty all-inclusive

The GHS 25 | hearing protection from Festool turn the volume level down to

a healthy degree whilst on site. You are therefore protected from noise when
working and can simultaneously make phone calls via Bluetooth® 5.2 with true
wireless technology or enjoy your favourite music. And the best part, you don't
have to remove the devices to speak to a colleague!

Discover our new products:
www.festool.co.uk/products/new-products

SCAN ME

Discover our
new products

f © (0




THE SUPERSTORE

HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SPECIALIST

TOOLS J DM-TOOLS.CO.UK
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D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1978. During that
time we have earned a reputation with our customers as a trusted partner.
| Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY enthusiast, our mission is a
~ simple one - to supply top quality tools at the best value for money,
backed up by a service you can trust.

LOW TRADE PRIGES!

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us in-store, D&M provides
you with the widest range of quality hand, power tools and woodworking machinery all at
the keenest prices.

OVER 10,000 LINES IN STOCK!

We hold massive stocks, meaning that most items are available for despatch the day you
order it. Our website shows up to date stock availability, so you can order with confidence.

BROWSE OUR WEBSITE!

Visit our updated website - New responsive design - but familiar layout.
NEW Kit Builder, NEW Multi-Buy features, NEW Buy at the Same Time
options, plus NEW features to manage your account, and many more.

" Subscribe to our regular emails to keep up with our latest
% deals and offers or join our D&M Loyalty Scheme and earn
valuable loyalty points every time you shop on-line.

~—— DM-TOOLS.CO.UK
| Scan this QR code
to subscribe

73-81 HEATH ROAD  TWICKENHAM « TW1 4AW
020 8892 3813 ¢ SALES@DM-TOOLS.CO.UK




FREE DELIVERY

Delivery to UK mainland addresses
is FREE for most orders

over £99, and for orders
under £99 is only £5.95. 48

See the carriage rates A

on our website for full details.
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THE UK's No.1 BRANDED HAND,
POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT

- Put the date in your diary NOW!

Visit THETOOLSHOW.COM for more details

>HOW

THETOOLSHOW.COM

KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE
6th-8th OCTOBER 2023

e

o . ’

020 8892 3313 | D&IVI

MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm
" (CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

SOME OF OUR
LEADING
lovE lls' BRANDS
W lar . 5 |
e dre regu al y TECEIVlng star reviews on BAHco

the independent review site Trustpilot, as
well as testimonials direct from our
customers, here are just a few:

% % % Xk

“You can choose to buy products
anywhere. What you can’t buy is service.
On the odd occasion tools fail. D&M Tools Staff
have a great knowledge of the products they sell.
offer unbiased advice and above all else
exemplary service, especially when there is an
issue. A well run business which will keep me
coming back for all my tool needs.”

1 8.0 8 .8 ¢

“Super helpful team, phoned in late in the
afternoon and said he'd get my order dispatched
the same afternoon and like a flash my product
turned up super fast! Will be using again very

BESSEY

DEWALT

FEIN

FES TUUL

IRWIN.
direg

“Brilliant service friendly staff lots of
knowledge of the tool trade. Like the loyalty
points. My number 1 tool supplier.”

1 8 0. 8.8
"D&M tools have gone the extra mile
with there outstanding support, Nothing is to M’G"

small for there team, sorted out my order, Really
'II! l’ J! ! !'l

quick, will happily buy more gear from them.”

1 8. 0.8 8 ¢

“Service support was excellent with a
prompt and helpful response to my query. ltem

was as described and keenly priced.” melg_b_o

PROFESSIONAL POWER TOOL SOLUTIONS

% %k kK

“Quality products, great price and quick
delivery well done again.”

RECORD
POWER

ESTABLISHED 1909°

JInickerr

1 8. 0. 8.8

"Excellent deal best price around.
Dispatch and delivery quicker than expected and
exactly as promised. Will absolutely use again.”

*Trustpilot

El @

@DM_Tools pandMTools dm tools DMTools1 dm_tools

WORKWEAR

STANLEY.




IN ASSOCIATION WITH

What's new from

‘THE' TOOL SPECIALISTS @ WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK ® 0208 892 3813

DEWALT NEW SOFT STORAGE RANGE

MANUFACTURER: DeWalt

D&M GUIDE PRICE: £TBC Each soft storage product benefits from a unique, powerful, high

visual signature design with yellow welded waterproof tarpaulin

DeWalt has launched a new range of soft storage products, pocket and zipper. The inners also have a high visibility yellow lining,
which are made using high quality durable fabrics. These are which makes locating tools an easy task.

all 1680D and dirt repellant, with reinforced stitches and details The range comprises a Pro Backpack on wheels; 11in Electrician
that feature unique IP54 water-resistant welded compartments Tote; 18in Rolling Tool Bag; 20in Pro Tool Tote; plus 16in and 20in
and innovative designed zipper protection. Pro Open Mouth Tool Bags.
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MAKITA DAS180Z 18V LXT BRUSHLESS DUST BLOWER — BODY ONLY

MANUFACTURER: Makita
D&M GUIDE PRICE: £137.95 (inc VAT)

Makita has added a handheld blower to its expanding m
LXT cordless collection. The versatile 18V DAS180 LXT 'II ¥ &
Brushless Blower is the latest product from the leading

power tool manufacturer, which is also capable of inflating T e
and deflating, simply by changing the nozzle tip.

The new 18V DAS180 LXT Blower — powered by a
brushless motor with variable speed control - is suitable for
a wide range of applications from cleaning off workbenches,
machinery, cleaning out blocked filters, through to inflating
inner tubes and play pools. Simply put, this handy tool makes \
a useful companion to any kit bag.

The body, which weighs just 1.7kg, is designed with an
ergonomic rubberised grip, making the tool easy to operate
one-handed. Despite its compact size, the unit is extremely
powerful and offers a maximum sealed suction of 10.3kPa.
lts four-stage air volume settings deliver a blowing force of
up to 2.8N with maximum 200m/second air velocity and
air volume of 1.1m*/min.

Other features include a one-touch, tool-less nozzle
attachment, so the blower can be quickly adjusted for each
application. The variable speed trigger comfortably controls
the blowing force and can be locked in the ‘on’ position for

extended use. Lastly, a tether feature offers a safe hanging
point for securing the tool in overhead applications.
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PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE — WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK = FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND DEALS



THE UK's PREMIER BRANDED HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT
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FREE ENTRY ¢ FREE PARKING ¢ FREE PRIZE DRAW « HANDS-ON DEMOS

L ” THETOOLSHOW.COM
LATEST PRODUCTS ¢ EXCLUSIVE SHOW OFFERS * DEMONSTRATIONS ¢ BIG SAVINGS
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*Brands may be subject to change

6th-8th OCTOBER 2023

FRI-SAT 10am - 5pm ¢ SUN 10am - 4pm

KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE » SUNBURY-ON-THAMES  TW16 5AQ
D&M TOOLS, TWICKENHAM ¢« 020 8892 3813 * DM-TOOLS.CO.UK
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Long delayed for want of a special tool, Robin Gates finds
a workaround in The Woodworker of November 1944

utting a curved rebate by contemporary  the noisiest intruders. Bucolic it is but also

methods would seem to require an
electric router or spindle moulder,
which poses something of a problem
iIn my hand-powered shed where the tools

rather unproductive, and on hot summer
days especially the shed is less a place for

working wood than for sitting and thinking
about the very topic.

arrayed in wonky racks around the walls would

be more familiar to the pre-industrial village
carpenter as opposed to one favouring 21st
century methods. Planers and table saws may
screech from faraway workshops but on a typical
August day in my shed, a bumble bee banging

its head against the window, or a wood pigeon
making a heavy landing on the roof, are likely

rebate which has to
m“ﬁl:r::k:d around a curve.

ebate is that in the top rail of the

firescreen shown in Fig. L. It
might r also in a door having a
curved rail or any other similar {frame-
work. In the days when hand work was
still done the cabinet maker had a
compass rebate plane, which was like a
normal rebate plane except that the sole

a TYPICAL example of a curved

refore to
nowadays, and we have the
adopt a?raa.ther different method.

_—#‘—"r——

e ——

saw the rail
the waste

plane,

o The < ’ imi low cut
tﬂ&ﬂ“ﬁfﬁﬂ'ﬁer curve is best left until you make a preliminary shal

ing is completed. It leaves ‘
ﬂ:gn:ﬂ]:{::lnfu grip in ic viee and avoids chisel, and

weakening it.

kin 7 . a
Tﬂﬁh:::thﬂgﬂﬂtiﬂﬂ gauge must be used, ;54 cut in horizontally along the gauge

but it is necessary to use a fence with @ |inhe (see Fig. 7). If youusea wide chisel
curved surface which will bed into the ! h Hog 2
A simple plan is 10 plane the _omaining waste in the corner e
underside of the gauge fence and P1_1_3a away. Test to see that the re

; ing it on the stem (see IiE. : ces
t];%l%;:&;siﬁ can be marked with the  the pouge and chisel. Finish off by

ordinary gauge.

curve.

a series of cuts across the grain down with this.

New front gate

One project |'ve been thinking about for
an embarrassingly long time is making

a new front gate. Our present gate — a
veteran of 20 winters that grows weaker
by the day — has become a conspicuous
blot on my reputation as a woodworker.

HOW TO WORK A

pormally required for rebating. Obviously neither the rehntn_nur thu
ﬁﬂhﬁrphmmmimbh,mdthphughhﬂnnﬂr?nkmmum
ahmhuwtheiubmbedmwithmtﬂ:emoflpeculmh

i trifle short of the gauge lines as in
Cutting the shape.—You can either to a - o et '» 1
- 5; EI'];”?.71:.‘t':;‘r }t:};luza:im::fl: Egﬁit a spht aﬁzm developing. With
. th mv{;i 3. The saw cuts a wide chisel held at an angle ease awa&r
chﬂ.ﬂ e Dﬁ from %jguglnping since it the waste so that a chamfer 151 furm;aﬁ
Preweutt f-'usxllp lpast the next saw cut. the width of which is slightly less t
canno
Follow “"th EWﬁgsh;:;i 311;& “:@Eﬁii Fig. 5. Take the chisel in from each en]:i
m;ﬁ:tgtlf;t in such cases as the so that the grain does not prove awk-

it 1 : an advantage to ward. ‘ '
F,:?.,:in;;: ;::-_lgc ;ﬂi}:ﬁ: tenons first, but Now, using a quick gouge, remove the

the gauge lines. This again is shown 1n

the shoulders till after- inner part of the rebate as in Fig. 6. If

+ of the gauge line, follow with the
oo iy %ﬁeg, repeat the process,
you can gradually make the rebate

down
deeper and deeper. When nearly
—To mark the depth of the 4, e finished depth take a flat gouge

vertically along the edge gauge line the

square and trim where necessary with

i a a rubber to fit the
making a glassp I}ean

' | any inequalities
__With a dovetail saw make curve, and rub do y ineq (350)

SAW CUTS S\

SED.
STAGES IN THE PROCESS AND TOOLS U

Fig. 2. Small compass rebate plane used for planing
curved rebates.

Fig. 3. How shape can be worked.

Fig. 4. Gauge with curved face to f:ll'll:l.

Fig. 5. Working preliminary cham ;n; 3

Fig. 6. Cuts made with gouge and s

Fig. 7. Finishing off the rebate.
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By rights it should've been pensioned off to
peacefully rot in some shady corner of the garden,
there to provide sanctuary and sustenance for
the invertebrate world that keeps our vital carbon
cycle turning. Hanging by little more than fungal
threads, and on its last legs of lignification, this
gate has served its time and earned its rest

and should be spared the swings and slams of
outrageous postmen. Truth be told, the wood

to make a new gate has been standing in the
shed since before the pandemic, but the problem
holding me back until now has been that every
time | feel ready to begin, | find myself stymied
for want of the special tool required to cut a

curved rebate.

The design | sketched on the back of an
envelope a year or two — or three — ago has a
curved top rail rebated to accommodate ship-lap
boards, and thus far I'd failed to find whatever
special hand tool was required to cut it. My usual
rebating woodies weren't suitable, being far too
flat in their soles, nor my old Record plough plane
for the same reason. | did toy with improvising
a curved guide for the vintage Stanley 71 router
but that Heath Robinson arrangement collapsed
like a house of cards, besides which my only cutter
s too small. Would an over-sized scratchstock
work? Even if it did, how long would scratching
out a 30in rebate take, 1in wide and %in deep.
Mulling over such impractical possibilities
invariably returns my front gate to the back

burner and | proceed to other things, like boiling
the kettle for a cup of tea — electric kettle, mind
you — and browsing old copies of The Woodworker...

‘How to work a curved rebate’

.. which is exactly how | stumbled upon this
article, entitled 'How to work a curved rebate,
and published in the November 1944 issue of
this very journal, soon realising that, all along,
I've not so much lacked the tools but rather the
techniques. The example project is the making
of a fire screen rather than a garden gate, and
in 1944, our problem-solving author was
explaining how to overcome the absence of a
rare coach maker’s compass rebate plane rather
than a powered router, but the core problem

of rebating a curved top rail is essentially the
same in both cases. It's simply done with tenon
saw, chisel, gauge, gouge and glasspaper.

The problem, then, is solved! So much for

the theory. Now it appears | have no excuse
not to start making that new garden gate,

except that | can’t seem to find the envelope
containing my sketched out design... W

www.thewoodworkermag.com
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ﬂ w MOTOR

WOODWORKING
18V LXT KIT

| - )
o
e U™ s MAKPAK :
= TYPE 4
' ROUTER
TRIMMER
w— DRT50

CHARGER
DC18RC

2X 18V 5.0AH  DLANER < 17
BATTERIES S

18V LXT WOODWORKING TRIPLE KIT: DLX3116TJ

1x DHP485 18V Combi Drill, 1x Belt Clip, 1x Double-Ended Drill Bit. 1x DKP180 18V 82mm Planer, 82mm Planing Blades, Fence Guide,
Changing Wrench, Blade Adjustment Tool 1x DRT50 18V Router Trimmer, 1x Laminate Trimmer Base, 1x Straight Guide, 1x 10mm Template
Guide Bush, 1x 6.35mm Collet Cone (1/4”), 1x 8mm Collet Cone, 1x Dust Nozzle for Trimmer Base, 2x Hex Wrenches.

2x BL1850B 18V 5.0Ah Li-lon Batteries, 1x DC18RC Fast Charger. 1x Makpac Type 4 Carry Case with Inlay

MAKITAUK.COM/LXT




CHIPPENDALE INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL OF FURNITURE

2107 GRADURATE
SHOWCASE

Featuring a multitude
of international talent,
join us as we celebrate
the exquisite work

of the Chippendale
School of Furniture's
2023 Professional
Course graduates

he Chippendale International School

of Furniture recently celebrated its

38th Graduate Exhibition and Fine

Furniture Sale. The four-day event, held
between 14-17 June at the School's East Lothian
premises, near Edinburgh, saw an impressive
display of talent, skill and craftsmanship from
the School’s 25 Professional Course graduates.

Travelling from across the globe to attend
the nine-month furniture making course, this
year's graduating students have crafted some
truly exquisite pieces, which made for an
exceptional graduate show.

In addition to teaching students key
woodworking skills and techniques, the
Professional Course also places a focus on
marketing and business development to ensure
that graduates can go on to successfully establish
and run their own furniture making businesses.

School Principal, Tom Fraser, described the
annual event as a “celebration of woodworking
and a momentous occasion for graduates as
they begin the next chapter of their furniture
making careers.’

The students’ fine furniture designs were
available to view both at the School itself, online
via the virtual show, and through the School's
social media channels.

FURTHER INFORMATION

To find out more about the Chippendale School’s

intensive 30-week Professional Course, see
www.chippendaleschool.com/cabinet-
making-courses/professional-course

28 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking August 2023

Nicholas Davis

Nicholas Davis Studio - UK

DJAVVS
2023
‘STUDENT OF

Nicholas studied at the Glasgow School

of Art before moving to London to work in
art direction and graphic design, followed

by Manchester. The next step, however, led
him towards a more connected and practical
career, that involved working

with wood.

Nicholas now aims to - .
combine his love of making with design e
experience, in a bid to create careful and
timeless pieces of furniture.

Student of the Year

Nicholas was also recognised as 2023

'Student of the Year’; he was incredibly pleased — and justifiably
so — to be awarded this prestigious accolade. Congratulations
from everyone at The Woodworker!

‘Occasional Seating’ -
American white ash -

a modular, multi-functional
family of low surfaces.
Together it can be used

as a coffee table, with the
option of pulling your nearest

component a bit closer to

reach a cup, for example.
Individual components can be
used as seating or side tables

L T
|
- |

\ uJ
The central element serves
as a coffee table

Individual components
can be used as seating
or side tables

The piece is
comprised of
three seating
components
and a central
round table

* |

tY I
ik

Instagram: @nicholasdavisstudio

Email: nicholasjuliandavis@gmail.com
Web: www.nicholasdavisstudio.com

www.thewoodworkermag.com



David Hood
Fiddle & Switch - USA.

David learnt various construction
skills from a young age, which were
passed on to him by his father — a
construction company owner — who built

large commercial projects all over Southern California. R
Learning how to successfully swing a hammer was one ‘Gameday Cabinet’ — American black walnut,

of many skills required to construct a building, but David walnut and bird's eye maple veneer
Fmail: dhoodO17 @gma.ﬂ com

never possessed the necessary woodworking knowledge
to make him a proficient fine furniture maker

Having spent over 30 years as a collegiate football coach
mentoring and developing young sporting professionals, David
found this left little time for creative woodworking. Over the

others, as well as making a few pieces of furniture. Undertaking

the Chippendale School's Professional Course has helped him T

to hone a wide range of associated skills, which he'll continue |
to develop with the launch of Fiddle & Switch.

past eight years, he's remodelled kitchens and bathrooms for

Samuel Pekarsky
Samuel Pekarsky Woodworks — Canada

Samuel has been disassembling and rebuiling things,
only to put them back together again, from the age of 10.
He was in high school when the pandemic hit and suddenly
found himself spending a lot of time in the garage-cum-
workshop. With not much else to do, Samuel quickly
found himself falling in love with woodworking.

Once Samuel had graduated from high school, rather
than going to college, he soon realised that taking an
alternative path was the right choice, and one which
led him to the Chippendale School. According to Samuel,
he knew it'd be the perfect fit from the very beginning.

Samuel’s furniture is modern yet functional and,
most importantly, well built. He prides himself on
being a perfectionist and strives to implement this

quality into his work. A proud Canadian, Samuel looks 4 Instagram: @samuel_pekarsky_woodworks
forward to returning home, where he'll ply his craft & o Fmail: s a.muelpeka.rskf@ gmaﬂ COIM.
and put the many learnings into practice. - Web: www.samuelpekarskywoodworks.com

‘Slatted Sideboard'

— European oak and
pebble Forbo — featuring
soft-close full extension
under-mounted drawer
runners and magnetic
door latches

Robert Edwards ‘Mismatched

Scotland pair of
Bedside

Having worked in the offshore Cabinets’

oil industry for the past 35 . — Scottish

years, Rob recently took the plunge and decrclecl olive ash

the time was right for a change in direction, and carcasses

owing to a long-time love of carpentry, he began with brass

to look into the availability of woodworking courses. door pulls

Rob discovered the Chippendale School online, and
thinking “that looks interesting,’ he proceeded to set
the wheels in motion.

Wanting to find out what he was letting himself in
for, Rob attended the one-week course as something
of a recce, and due to the immense enjoyment he felt,
quickly signed up for one of the last remaining places on
the School’s Professional Course. Rob'’s love of Arts and
Crafts and mid-century furniture has a huge influence
on his furniture designs, while ensuring that any wood
wastage is kept to an absolute minimum.

Email: robert@finnery.co.uk )

www.thewoodworkermag.com August 2023 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking 29
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Kelsey Hershey

Cowgirl Carpentry - USA

Kelsey's story begins with the tale of an
Old Fart and a passion. Her grandfather
— Bruce Hershey — was always building, N
fixing, and — unbeknownst to Kelsey — inspiring others.
Recalling a childhood filled with “helping” Bruce fix

things, she was always there sitting in the backseat of ol’
red, learning everything she could. Inspired by the man who
nelped shape her, Kelsey started Old Fart Creations in 2015,
<nowing that woodworking was something she too was
Dassionate about.

Once Kelsey had learnt all she could from the Old Fart,
she discovered Chippendale. This experience was Kelsey and
her grandfather’s last big hurrah, and Bruce subsequently

passed away in February 2022. She's proud to have been

‘Bar...James Bar’

a part of her grandfather’s story, and their shared passion — African sapele,
for woodworking will continue to live on through Kelsey's maple, sapele and Instagram: @cowgirlcarpentry
new venture — Cowgirl Carpentry. sycamore veneer

Email: cowgirlcarpentrywoodworks@gmail.com

Dina Quaas

Nettle & Bone - Germany

Leaving her German home back in
2010 to begin an IT career in Ireland,

‘Misaki Bench' — an end-of-bed/occasional

Dina worked as a Professional Service o seat — made from Scottish Sycamore, ¥
and Customer Success Consultant. Here, she learnt a great deal ’ African sapele and birch plywood,
about customer relationships, project management and really enjoyed finished with Osmo Oil The angled split top guarantees

being able to network with many wonderful people across the globe.
Having worked 50 hour weeks for over a decade, Dina decided to take
a step back and rediscover herself. Naturally, this was a scary proposition
as it meant leaving behind an established career in order to find something
more fulfilling, which would in fact turn out to be one of her most fruitful
moves. Doing so allowed Dina to step outside her comfort zone, try new
things, put an advocacy for lifelong learning into action, and eventually fall
In love with something that'd change her entire career and life trajectories
for the better — woodworking.
Dina has since launched Nettle & Bone Furniture, located in East Lothian, UK, which

Is founded on the pillars of sustainability, material quality, placing customer needs first, Instagram: @nettle_and_bone_furniture
along with a passion for cultivating timeless pieces that others can genuinely be proud Email: dina@nettleandbonefurniture.co.uk
to call their own. Web: www.nettleandbonefurniture.co.uk

a comfortable sitting experience

Harris Le Derf

namara-Scotland

Pursuing a passion for music,

Harris began his career as an
accomplished drummer, but with
the pandemic affecting the industry,
he decided to change direction and instead pursue

a lifelong passion for woodworking.

Inspired by modernist architecture and mid-century
design, Harris enjoys exploring the relationship between
geometric shapes and natural forms. He champions the
use of locally sourced materials and has an appreciation for - -
the hand-crafted elements found in Arts and Crafts furniture. ‘The Gloaming Record Cabinet’ — featuring a drawer

Looking forward, Harris plans to set up his own fine furniture handle that's concealed and textured in the same
business specialising in both fitted and free-standing pieces way as the drawer bottom, so you only
for recording studios, with an emphasis on the character experience this texture when interacting with Insta,gpam; @studio namara
of wild Scottish wood, although he also plans to take the piece — Scottish wych elm and American BiaaNIEERaR (012 nblehle)ar-Ras - - MeloMbL .«

commissions for bespoke work. 2L TWeh: www.studionamara.co.uk

- - 5
i —— e
e e e
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Daphne Kipreos

- Chile

Having worked as a
teacher in her home
country of Chile for the past
seven years, Daphne found herself

beginning to feel that something was missing.

As such, she made the decision to quit her job and in
doing so, finally discovered her true passion — woodworking.

From a young age, Daphne could always be found making
things, which allowed her to combine a love of art with design
and manufacture. When something piques her interest, she'll
do anything possible to learn more about it, which is why
Daphne ended up in a workshop in Scotland, far away from
the Chippendale School classroom.

Extremely motivated and determined, she always strives to find
new things to learn, and considers herself detail oriented — maybe
even a perfectionist. Daphne loves working as part of a team, which
allows her to push the boundaries and excel in a professional capacity.

‘Greco Bench' — African sapele
and brass

Christophe Blunt

by.christophe - UK

After more than 30 years
working in the financial
services sector in both
Edinburgh and London, Christophe
wanted to take a more creative turn and develop
his inner amateur woodworker that lay beneath.
Christophe joined the Chippendale School's
Professional Course, combining a love of making
wooden items with his undergraduate experience as an
engineer. With a focus on free-standing and sustainable
pieces of furniture, Christophe enjoys the subtle details
in his designs, marrying contemporary components
with classical styles. In every case, he strives to make
fine furniture that celebrates the use of simple lines
while maximising the chosen raw materials’ potential.
Based near Kelso in the Scottish Borders, Christophe
loves the abundance and availability of locally sourced
timbers, which he utilises when making his pieces.

Anya Popattanachai

Mudii Works — Thailand

Prior to attending the Professional
Course, Anya pursued a degree in
International Relations and History.
Having felt that creativity was missing from

her current field and career trajectory, choosing to enrol on
the course offered a way for Anva to start creating again.

On completion of the course, Anya wishes to build her
portfolio and continue to find a way to create objects that're
both functional and beautiful in everyday life. Importantly,
this will be achieved by incorporating various mediums
— particularly painting and drawing — into future pieces.

The business name — '"Mudii’ — stems from the Sanskrit
word ‘Mudita, meaning to find joy in the happiness of others.
Anya hopes that the future will be reflective of the joy she'll
also find, seeing other people’s appreciation of her pieces
of fine furniture.

www.thewoodworkermag.com

demi-lune tables —featuring
book-matched table tops —
mirrored grain from one table
to the other — designed to

be used individually, as a pair,

Instagram: @daphnekipreos
Email: daphnekipreos@gmail.com

Matching pair of walnut

or as a complete oval.

A tribute to Christophe’s
93 year old father-in-law,
Jim, who cut down

the walnut tree in the
1970s and has been
lovingly storing it ever
since — made using
English walnut, American
black walnut, Scottish
beech and brass

Instagram: @by.christophe
Email: madebychristophe@gmail.com

‘Cubic Stools'
— Scottish
olive ash,
American
white ash
and steel
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A NVISSN Furniture making talent of the future

Christopher Alley

Chris was born and raised
in Alaska where he worked
as a commercial fisherman b
for 15 years. When not out to sea, Chris
would tinker in his workshop, making
various items of furniture for the home.
Deciding he wanted to learn more
and intrigued by the idea of doing so in
Scotland in addition to the broad skillset
taught at the Chippendale School of ‘The Peeled Walnut' — American black walnut,
Furniture, Chris duly enrolled on the American white maple and bird's eye
nine-month Professional Course. Since maple veneer
the very beginning, Chris comments
on how he's enjoyed every day in the
workshop and looks forward to setting
up his fine furniture making business

following graduation. Email: chriswa@live.com

" CHRIS ™
ALLEY %
‘STUDENT'S :
CHOICE®

Ivan Barretto

Slice of Ivan — India.

Before joining the Professional
Course, Ilvan spent 10 years
working as an accountant, but the T
COVID-19 pandemic made him increasingly
mindful of the value of time and how preciously
scarce it is. Having always enjoyed working with
his hands, Ivan decided to start afresh and learn
now to make fine furniture at the Chippendale
nternational School.

Having loved his time studying in Scotland,
lvan's furniture captures the emotions felt and
experienced during the course’s duration and
aims to pique those same emotions in others.
The more time he spends in the workshop, the
more lvan falls in love with the craft. His journey
s just beginning, however, and he hopes to

walk this path for a very long time to come. Instagram: @sliceofivan

Eivind Smedal
- Norway

Coming from a varied
career background and
having worked as both a
healthcare worker and furniture
making apprentice, Eivind realised he wanted to expand his current skillset within the traditional
craft that led him to the Chippendale School.

Drawing ideas and inspirations from age-old craft, Scandinavian design and materials
experimentation, Eivind plans to make pieces of furniture that could not only be housed in private
homes, but also placed in a public space
for a broad range of people to enjoy, either
as functional furniture or art installations.

On completion of the Professional Course,
Eivind plans to return to a studio situated
on the West coast of Norway where he’'ll
work alongside another designer-maker.
Here, the pair will aim to strike a balance
between functional art and fine furniture.

‘Coorie’ — American red cherry, African
idigbo, African utile, European oak and brass

‘The Sastrugi Bench’
— Scottish ash

Instagram: @eivind.i.tre

Email: Eivind.smedal@outlook.com
Web: www.eivindsmedal.com
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Fahad Aljurbua

- Saudi Arabia

A passionate and emerging
furniture designer from
Saudi Arabia, Fahad has a e
bachelor's degree in design and is well trained

in this area, although lacking the craftsmanship
aspect of fine furniture making, which led him to
the Chippendale School.

The Professional Course proved instrumental in honing
Fahad's skills, and ultimately enabling him to construct
high quality pieces of
fine furniture. Looking
forward, Fahad plans
to return to his home
in Riyadh — Saudi
Arabia’s capital —
where he'll launch
his own furniture
making business.
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Scottish oak, brass,
oak veneer and birch plywood

Douglas Wilkie
Lytham Studio - Scotland

Having worked and studied as a civil
engineer for the past 10 years, Douglas
felt it was time for a career change.
Engineering provided an opportunity to
make the most of his practical skills, but he found himself
yearning for a more creative outlet.

When designing furniture, Douglas prefers to focus on
the shapes and lines that complement the particular piece
of wood he's working with as opposed to limiting himself
to a specific era or style. Doing so allows him the freedom
to mix traditional and contemporary elements. As an
engineer, Douglas likes to concentrate on structural integrity and function to create pieces that blend
practicality with design. /

Following graduation, Douglas plans to start his own business — Lytham Studio — at the Chippendale
School’s Myreside Studios, where he'll design and produce furniture of the highest quality for a number Instagram: @lythamstudio

of different clients. Email: LythamStudio@gmail.com

‘Arch Desk \ i
- 100cm long x 50cm  ©

wide x 100cm high;
desk surface 75cm
high — built in locally
sourced olive ash

AN\

Matthew Armstrong
MBAO Studios - UK/Kenya

Matthew's passion for woodworking
began in Kenya while helping his father in
the workshop. A love of nature and craft led

him to study Product Design at Edinburgh Napier — l ‘Elm River’ — Wych elm, - The piece

Jniversity, and during his time on the course, Matthew created work  Scottish olive ash, brass ~ features

for the Scottish Design Exchange — a social enterprise that supports and elm veneer o mirrored /
ocal creative talent in Scotland’s capital. | © live-edge elm

Matthew's design aesthetic is hugely influenced by a childhood
spent in Kenya and travels around Africa, culminating in the creation
of modern, rustic furniture with a particular focus on timber’s natural
grain. During his travels, Matthew loves to pick up new woodworking
techniques from local craftspeople, which helps to develop and hone
his skillset.

Upon graduation, Matthew plans to continue developing his skills
at Myreside Studios, creating fine furniture that brings nature indoors
as well as outdoor pieces, with an aim of helping people spend more
time in nature.

front, brass rod
connectors for the
cupboard doors,
with two soft-close
drawers and a
frame in dovetailed
Scottish olive ash

Instagram: @mba.o_studios
Web: www.mbaostudios.com )
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SIANNISN Furniture making talent of the future

Colin Mackie E | |\% % :(I}IE
Eskwood Furniture - Scotland ‘THOMAS
j CHIPPENDALE

After 21 years working as a civil engineer AWARD FOR

and environmental consultant, Colin decided
the time was right to make a major career
change. The answer to this epiphany came
in the form of fine furniture making, which -
Colin realised would provide a great opportunity
for him to put his design and problem-solving
skills to good use, albeit in @ more practical and
creative way.

Upon graduation, Colin intends to design and
make hand-crafted bespoke pieces of furniture
on a commission basis, under the business name
‘Eskwood Furniture, based at the School's Myreside

Studios. Colin finds inspiration in many places, ‘The Chord Bench & Stool’
including music, instruments, ancient woodland, — designed and made for guitar players — bench:
folklore, history, space and time, and he's never American white maple, American black walnut and Instagra,m: @eskwood furniture
happier than when a great idea drops out of a Danish woven cord; stool: American white oak Email: colin@eskwood.com
good pun! and LOTSA Wwioues cors Web: www.eskwood.com

Helene Sundt
Sundt Studios — Norway

Helene studied archaeology at
Newcastle University before working
on archaeological digs and seasonal S ‘Scandinavian
outdoor jobs. After some time, she began | Ash Bench &
to miss her design and technology school Rustic Elm Bench’
days, and made the decision to pursue a — Scottish olive
career in woodworking. ash and Scottish
Helene is inspired by rustic Scandinavian Wych elm
furniture, that features much traditional
joinery and is reminiscent of her fine
furniture designs. After graduation,
she plans to start a small bespoke
woodworking business — Sundt
Studios - at Chippendale’s Myreside

Studios, where all progress will be a B e | Instagram: @sundt_studios
documented via Helene's instagram . 4R | Email: hegsun@gn_laﬂ_com
page: @sundt_studios. _ Web: www.sundtstudios.co.uk

Mark Hoskyns-Abrahall

Stenton Studios - UK

From studying Civil Engineering at
Edinburgh University to 32 years working
as a Chartered Accountant, the saying “you
can't teach an old dog new tricks” seems apt when it comes
to describing Mark’s journey. Over the past nine months, Mark
has relished exploring his creativity, through developing design
ideas in addition to woodworking skills.

Mark loves working with characterful wood, which is
evidenced by the timber choice found in his main projects this year.
He lives in the beautiful village of Stenton, which is handily located
close to the Chippendale School, and will continue to develop his
practice next year at Myreside Studios. Here, Mark plans to work on
one-off pieces and commissions, practising traditional techniques
and spending his time learning more “new tricks.” The ultimate aim,

however, is to set up a home workshop, where Mark can further Instagra.m- @stentonstudios
hone and broaden his furniture making repertoire. '

‘Hall Table’ — Scottish Wych elm,
Scottish oak and brass

Email: mark.hoskyhall@me.com
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Harry Shonk

Harry’s Studio - UK

Harry's passion for
woodworking began during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and was

‘The Dovetail Cabinet’' — a combination

discovered as a result of tinkering in - of Scottish spalted and rippled sycamore

the garage with his brother. Having previously along with American black walnut, ~——
worked for local government, Harry decided to brought together by precise and

take the plunge and enrol on the Chippendale eye-catching dovetails

School’s nine-month Professional Course.
According to Harry, it's all about letting the
wood do the talking, and his designs celebrate

the contrast between light and dark, with The cabinet

stunning rippled sycamore against burr walnut. features \
After graduating, Harry plans to continue ' push-to-open -
developing his skills as a furniture designer- - drawers with
maker, with a particular focus on wood's contrasting
naturallcolour and the concept of bringing mit.re Instagram: @harrys.woodwork.studio
nature indoors. splines

Web: www.harrysstudio.co.uk

Tony Matthew

Singapore/India

A banker turned
woodworker, having spent
more than 15 years in the
banking industry, the transition

from this to working with wood may sound

a tad daunting, not to mention challenging;
however, for Tony, it has in fact proved to be

the most rewarding and fulfilling experience.

In his book The Soul a Tree, George Nakashima
puts forward the notion of furniture being the
second life of a tree. Tony is inspired by the idea
of transforming wood into beautiful, meaningful,
functional pieces of furniture and giving the raw
material a new purpose and. His hope is that the

piece will occupy a space and in turn, tell a story. ‘Mikhael Cabinet’ -
Wishing to make curvy organic furniture, Tony's aim African sapele and bird's
Is that each piece will add its own sense of fluidity and eye maple veneer

movement to a space, thus creating flow and energy.

John Floyd

- Scotland

With 38 years’

experience in - ‘The Dovetail
professional construction civil engineering Desk’ — Scottish
and the surveying industry, John decided sycamore and
to turn it all on its head and learn how to birch plywood

design and create fine furniture.

Inspired by both traditional and modern
styles, John strives to enhance the
inherent beauty of local materials in each
and every one of his furniture designs.

Looking forward, John will continue to create
pieces of fine furniture at the Chippendale
School's Myreside Studios, with an overall aim of
further developing his craft and continuing a
passion for the use of locally grown timber
design solutions.

Email: floydiemail@yahoo.com )
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S R0 S Book review

IF YOU GO DOWN TO
THE WOODS TODAY...

.. YOU MAY WELL SPOT ONE OF THESE
15 WILDERNESS CREATURES

Peter Scaife looks at this small but
genuinely impressive step-by-step

guide to whittling, by master carver
Peter Benson. Featuring 15 characterful
designs, it's perfect for those beginners
new to this relaxing and rewarding hobby

small but genuinely impressive book, this should tell you
all you need to know from the hand and, more importantly,
eyes of a master carver.

Peter Benson is chairman of the British Woodcarvers'
Association (BWA), runs courses in this country, and gives talks in the
USA. And here you'll get the benefit of his extensive knowledge, experience
and wisdom. For instance, I'd never have thought that such work could be
done with half-a-dozen tools that together will fit into one spectacle case.
Or that most of the work can be completed with timber measuring no more
than 38mm square. And there’s also advice on which timbers to choose
and those to avoid.

Ample guidelines

15 woodland creatures are included, from snake and mouse to bear and
hawk, all with ample guidelines to ensure you get off to a good start and,

if learning as you go, a good finish. In the section dedicated to sharpening,
the author provides two tips that I'd never heard before, and if you're really
looking to learn this skill, these alone are worth the price of the book.

One further point that's not covered but which | think might be useful is
that working on this small scale could be employed elsewhere. For example,
iIn making furniture, knobs and handles are often an afterthought. Similarly,

FURTHER INFORMATION SHAPAE £ ERIvs
shapes could be

carved to enhance
Typical price: £14.99 (136 pages) a piece’s appearance.
ISBN-13: 9781784946586 All'in all, highly

Web: www.gmcbooks.com recommended. W

Whittling Woodland Animals, by Peter Benson

Hedgehog
IN MY YOUTH, YOU COULDN'T DRIVE ALONG ANY TE}EII.BIJI
58 = © O AR An 70 s PODTR, Al A 1
A lovely carved hedgehog in basswood is one of the 15 designs featured, all Each project is tackled in a step-by-step manner — such as the squirrel carving
of which are well introduced along with explanations of tools and techniques shown here — along with clear photos throughout
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Robotic Sanding by

Mirka
Mirka® AIROS.

Mirka® AIROS is the first smart electric sander for
industrial robots. Designed by dedicated surface
finishing professionals, this automated industrial
random orbital sander is easy to integrate and suits
the requirements of different manufacturing
industries.

For further information or to arrange a consultation,
please contact Customer Services on
01908 866100.

= See it in action at www.mirka.co.uk

EXPERT M480 SANDING NETS

For Random Orbital Sanders

Up to 4x better dust reduction than
Bosch C470 Sandpaper
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H2{0JIAMEN Gothic harp
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Shaun Newman takes
a break from the usual

guitar builds and turns his

attention to making a Gothic harp.
Featuring just four joints — three mortise
& tenons and one ‘butt’ join between the
soundbox halves — all of which are well
within the capabilities of someone with
relatively little woodworking experience

he first time | saw a Gothic harp,
at an early music exhibition, | was
immediately taken with its elegance
and charm. The sound was haunting
and the shape stayed with me for many years.
At the time — nearly 50 years ago now — I'd not
vet begun to make musical instruments. In fact,
| came to the craft some 15 years later, after a
bone crushing accident that forced me to give
up my sporting interests and instead pursue
a new passion.
The impetus to embark on making a Gothic

' .I'?
1 A renaissance angel with harp

OF CHARM FROM
THE RENAISSANCE

.

harp came from my daughter, who, in her
own words, liked the harps “the angels play,’
(photo 1). At that time she had no idea how to
play one herself, but being a pretty competent
flautist, | felt it'd not be long before she'd be
able to. So, how could | resist the challenge?

Simple, practical & elegant

Before opening my toolbox, | started by

carrying out some research, and what a

rewarding exercise that turned out to be.

| discovered that these instruments originally

had a soundbox hollowed out from the trunk

of a small tree with the supporting pillar and

pin block made from solid wood. The joints

were almost certainly simple mortise &

tenons and the strings would've been

made from gut. The design was very simple,

very practical, but above all, very elegant.
Further research revealed that the Gothic

harp was played throughout Europe from

as early as the 12th century and survived

as a popular instrument for several hundred

years. Certainly no pictured group of angels

in Renaissance times would've been complete

38 The Woodworker & Good Woodworking August 2023
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without at least one lute, one psaltery and

a Gothic harp. There's a clear image of one
such harp in Hieronymus Bosch's triptych “The
Garden of Earthly Delights, which was painted
between 1503 and 1504. A little more delving
led me to discover that, in fact, the harp's
origins are much earlier than the 12th century.
In both Mesopotamia and Egypt, instruments
recognisable as harps can be seen on stone
relief sculptures, wall paintings and papyrus
fragments from as long ago as 2,500BC.
What a legacy!

The ancient harp of Queen Shub-Ad
Indeed one outstanding example of an
extremely ancient harp has become known

as that of Queen Shub-Ad. Discovered within
the Royal Cemetery in the Sumerian city of Ur,
it had a rectangular soundbox, which would've
been made of wood decorated with gold and
inlaid with a mosaic of red stone, white shell
and lapis lazuli. The wooden parts had rotted
away but the whole instrument was so perfectly
impressed into the surrounding earth, with
the gold and inlays held in what would've

www.thewoodworkermag.com



SUPPLIERS

The Early Music Shop - for strings,
tuning wrenches, wrest pins and cases
www.earlymusicshop.com

David Dyke Luthiers Supplies — for
well-seasoned, high quality timber, bridge
pins, purflings and finishing materials
www.luthierssupplies.co.uk

Exotic Hardwoods — for less common timbers
www.exotichardwoodsukltd.com

been their original position, that a restoration What's clear from archive writings, paintings first method, the string passes through
was possible. Photo 2 below shows the and sculptures is that the increasing complexity an eyelet in the soundboard and is tied to
reconstruction; this reveals that the component of music as it was played over time accounted a small dowel, which holds it in place from
parts are very similar to any instrument of the for the many changes in the structures of Inside the instrument’s body. Doing so
harp family with a clearly defined neck — also harps, though the basics remained. A principal requires holes to be cut into the instrument'’s
known as the pillar — and soundbox. It's only modern change to the harp has been the addition ~ back, which are large enough to allow access
the scale and number of strings that can of tuning or semitone levers. An original Gothic for tying the string ends. The second method
differ, as well as the overall shape, of course. version would be tuned to a single key, but IS to pass a knotted string through the

today, semitone levers allow the string length soundboard, then secure it using a tapered

to be altered, which in turn, gives the instrument bridge pin, exactly as used in acoustic and

a wide range of flexibility. Interestingly, some Irish ~ some classical and flamenco guitars. | chose

harps were fitted with ‘brays’ — small wooden to go with the latter method for this project. }

pins fitted to the soundboard at an angle — that

cause the strings to make a highly distinctive

buzzing sound. Some brays were simply made

from hawthorns, which reminds me of the way

In which the low string action on a flamenco

guitar allows for characteristic buzzes.

Two methods of attaching
the strings to the soundboard
At some point during the harp’s evolution, a
| _ & TV means had to be found of attaching the strings B
e e e Y to the soundboard. Two solutions were developed S S
2 The reconstructed Queen Shub-Ad harp and remain in use up to the present day. In the 3 Outline plans for Gothic harp
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H{0JIAMEN Gothic harp

4 Pin block template

Four joints & 19 strings
But now to work! The first task was to locate
a suitable drawing, which | could then use to
make up a set of templates. | managed to
buy an outline plan from Luthiers’ Supplies in
Horsham, though it's now out of print (photo 3).
| later discovered that a detailed plan isn't really
necessary as once the instrument’s overall size
has been decided upon, and provided that the
shortest string is around 14cm long, and the
longest 76cm, it's easy to make up your own
design. There are only four joints in the whole
instrument — three mortise & tenons and one
‘butt’ join between the soundbox halves — all of
which are well within the capability of someone
with relatively little woodworking experience.
Before going any further with my description
of the build stages, however, | should point
out that the harp pictured here has 26 strings,
but I'd recommend that 19 are sufficient. Firstly,
this is because 26 strings put a considerable
amount of tension into the frame, and they're
very close together once fitted, thus making
the instrument a little more difficult to play.
Secondly, 19 strings makes the whole build

7 The mediaeval ‘weeping heart’ soundhole

5 Soundbox halves

and tuning process much easier.

The soundbox is taken from a billet
of sycamore measuring 71cm x 12cm x
46mm, and the pillar requires one that's
78cm x 10cm x 33mm, which is 33mm
square at its narrowest point. The pin block
calls for a very hard timber and is cut from
a billet of rock maple with the following
dimensions: 37cm x 19cm x 33mm (photo 4).

The soundbox

The soundbox was made first and this
entailed cutting the sycamore board along
its length to produce two halves, each around
22mm thick — 2mm is permitted to allow for
sawblade thickness (photo 5). Next, the two
halves were hollowed out so that the sides
were just 7mm thick and the base and top
5mm each. Sufficient material must be left
at either end of the soundbox to allow for
the pillar and pin block to be housed -
around 65mm at the tail end and 45mm

at the head. Once hollowed, the two halves
should fit together like two halves of a pea
pod, and as they came from the same piece

-3 )

w K. .
.

8 Cutting the string bar finial

9 Bridge pins with a 3° reamer
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6 Hollowing the soundbox with a router

of timber, the grain pattern matched nicely.

| used a router with a flat-bottomed rebate
cutter for this task and to keep it steady and
minimise any rocking from side to side, fitted
a transparent base; this meant | could see
clearly what was going on (photo 6). Before
attaching the two halves to one another, the
sound holes had to be cut into the front. These
can just be simple circles with a 13mm radius,
but | felt it'd be more in keeping to use the
‘weeping heart’ shape, which can be seen on

a number of mediaeval instruments (photo 7).
However, a further task was required before
the soundbox could be constructed. To help
strengthen the top of the box against the
considerable tension created, a string bar

was required. This is made from hard maple

— 15mm wide x 5mm thick — with an overall
length of 60cm. | chose to make the ends of
the string bar attractive by cutting a simple

two dimensional finial with a fret saw (photo 8).
Along the centreline, the bridge pin positions
should be marked with equal spacings and
once the bar is attached along the centre of

the soundbox’s top, holes for the pins need

to be carefully drilled. Each hole should start

at 4mm, then finished with a 3° reamer

to a depth that allows the pin to fit snugly

10 Black tulipwood insert between the two
soundbox halves
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11 1911 gentleman'’s treadle lathe

(photo 9). It's advisable to fit a brass staple
just behind each hole, over which the string
will pass, rather like a guitar fret. This will

help to produce a clearer note, though original
Gothic harps would almost certainly not have
had these.

Bridge pins
For a little more decoration, | added a line
of black tulipwood veneer between the two
halves (photo 10), which shows up clearly
against the pale sycamore. At this point, as
mentioned earlier, I'd advise the use of standard
acoustic guitar bridge pins to hold the strings
in place, but it's also possible to turn your own.
For me, this was one of the most fascinating,
vet challenging parts of the build.

One of my friends has a ‘gentleman’s treadle

G g e

14 Stop just short of the tenon’s length

12 The lathe’s cast-iron flywheel

lathe, which he’s restored. Builtin 1911

by the Francis Engineering Company in

Bristol (photo 11), it runs on leg power,

or as my friend John Willman used to say:

“It runs on porridge oats!” | decided to give

It a2 go and proceeded to make all 26 pins

from boxwood. | had no idea what lay ahead...
However fascinating the lathe may be,

It's fiendishly difficult to use. While exerting

all of your body weight against the treadle

in order to spin the cast-iron flywheel (photo

12), you're homing in on a piece of boxwood

no more than 8mm thick, and just 30mm

long! Most frustrating was the moment

where | thought I'd very nearly completed

a pin only for it to spin out of the machine

and end up in the shavings, never to be

seen again! This happened with monotonous

regularity, but the whole exercise was very

rewarding nonetheless.

Bandsaw-cut pillar

The pillar came next, which I cut out with

the bandsaw, from a billet of sycamore
measuring 81.5cm x 45mm deep x 33mm
wide. The flutes along the pillar's edges aren't
strictly necessary but do add a certain charm.
| was keen not to allow the router to wander
while cutting the flutes, so using double-sided
adhesive tape, | anchored the offcuts from
either side of the pillar onto a board. | left

15 Decoration on the harp's reverse

www.thewoodworkermag.com
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13 Side supports in place, which help
with cutting accurate flutes in the pillar

enough space between the pieces to

avoid the router cutter from fouling and
was able to slide the tool along the top
surface with considerable ease (photo 13).
For this, | used a self-guiding cove bit with
a 5mm edge. To avoid ugly gaps appearing
In the woodwork, it was important to stop
routing at the junction between the pillar
and would-be soundbox (photo 14). To
obtain a smooth line, it's possible to join
the headstock to the pillar before cutting
the flutes. Provided that care is taken earlier
In the process, however, this isn't essential.

Kite motifs

Before putting the whole instrument
together, | felt there was still a little room
for some tasteful decoration. As such, |
decided to add the kite motifs to either

end of the back with a strip of black/white/
black guitar purfling inlaid along the centre.
The kites are made from ebony and the
purfling is tulipwood (photo 15). The motifs
weren't only decorative as they also hid the
hardwood dowels, which | inserted into the
end of the pin block and pillar respectively.
These dowels were added to provide extra
strength to the joints and tapped in with a
little epoxy resin. Further stability was also
offered to the pillar's tail end by attaching a
small ebony block and epoxy resin (photo 16).

Pin block

& strings

By now the harp
components
were nearing
completion —
just the pin
block remained.
This was cut
from a billet

16 An ebony block keeps the of rock maple

lower mortise & tenon joint fixed and flutes
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17 Wrest pins and 1:40 taper reamer

routed in the same way as for the pillar.
Once the tuning pin holes were drilled,
they too could be reamed to ensure the
pins sat firmly in place — | used a violin
reamer with 1:40 taper (photo 17). Once
fitted, the tuning pins should protrude from
the string end by a good 18mm (photo 18).

Once assembled, it was time to consider
the finish. | felt it'd be in keeping to use a
natural oil and chose Liberon finishing oil.
This product is very easy to use and produces
fantastic results. A total of four coats were
applied and using ‘0000’ grade steel wool,
| rubbed down the surface between each
one. The final coat was applied with 2,500
grit wet and dry paper and once buffed, a
soft sheen was achieved.

The moment of truth lay ahead, and | had
to — pardon the pun — pluck up the courage

to put the strings on, bring them up to tension...

then pluck them! As | brought the strings
up to pitch — alife shortening moment -
the pillar began to bend marginally and the
soundbox arched. | became quite worried
and before proceeding to full pitch, rang a

friend who happens to be a competent harpist.

He laughed and told me that this was quite
normal, and besides, all harps sound at their

very best a few moments before they explode...

At this point, it should be noted that it's
customary to fit a red string for each 'C’ note

21 The tuning wrench sits neatly at the case’s end

22 ... and here showing the entire decoration

18 Wrest pin ends protruding from pin block

and a blue string for each ‘F. This helps
enormously in letting the player know
where they are among the many strings.

Bespoke case & tuning wrench

Having completed the instrument, | had

to consider a case for it and looked at a
number of suppliers both in the UK and
abroad. There are many harp cases available
— mostly made from nylon and some with

a polystyrene interior — but | couldn’t spot
one that was of just the right dimensions,
and custom-made cases are naturally very
expensive. As such, | decided to make my
own, which would allow me to guarantee
that it'd be a close fit. The task is to make

a simple box into which the instrument will
fit snugly (photo 20), and | began by building
the sides from pine boards, with the top and

23 Detail of one stencilled corner...

24 The completed Gothic harp
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19 A slight curve occurs as the strings are
brought to tension

20 The harp in its home-made case

bottom from 3mm ply. In time honoured
fashion, | cut the top off about one third

of the way down, which ensures an exact
match of top to bottom, then set about
lining the whole structure, using 13mm
sheet foam rubber covered in polyester
crushed velvet. The padding is held in place
in the lower part of the case with heavy-duty
carpet fitter's tape and in the top with a scotia
bead. A tuning lever is always needed and
conveniently stored at one end of the case
with two spring steel clips, which prevent

it from moving around (photo 21).

The case exterior is hand-painted with
extra hard oil-based eggshell cupboard paint
and decorated using home-made stencils,
which are cut with a scalpel from acetate
sheet (photos 22 & 23). The clasps are those
seen on suitcases and the handle from nice,
old-fashioned looking leather. In taking this
approach, | felt | was in some sense doing
justice to the harp and giving a nod to the early
makers. | wonder whether they'd have smiled
at this work as | do when thinking of theirs...? %"

25 Standing next to the harp helps to provide
a sense of scale
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TECHNICAL Hammer A2-26 planer/thicknesser

Hammer:¥2s

Designed to provide quality and precision in more compact workshops, this
new ‘small’ planer/thicknesser from Felder Group’s Hammer range boasts
user-friendly operation and impresses with solid cast-iron planer tables

x|

Affordable functionality & reliability

With the Hammer brand for do-it-yourselfers it also meets Hammer planer standards

and small business owners, the Felder Group that've been tried and tested for decades.

has been producing high quality yet affordable The solid cast-iron planer tables, user-friendly

woodworking machines since 1997. Robust, operation, quick and easy changeover from

durable, space-saving and precise in their planing to thicknessing and, above all, the

operation, these quality products are simply reliable Hammer self-setting cutterblock,

designed to make woodworking fun. ensure perfectly finished wood surfaces -
Not only does the new A2-26 impress with just some of the remarkable details that

compact dimensions for smaller workshops, shouldn't be missed in any workshop.

3
The most important highlights at a glance "
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