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HAMMER - A range of over 20 machines
for the keen and professional woodworker.

FELDER-GROUP UK

Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court k
Crownhill, MK8 0JP MILTON KEYNES
Tel. 01908 635 000 info@ukfelder.co.uk

www.ukhammer.co.uk [

K4 :
perform K3 winner comfort
Planer-thicknessers/PI.
aners/Thicknessers ]
Spindle Moulder
Sawl—;& 4.1 » A3 31 A3 41A i
pindle Moulder
Combination machines
= e MR
-
B3 perfc;rm fh
o B3 winner C3 31 perf
andsaw . I
Horizontal Mortiser Mobile D
obile Dust Extractor
‘E { ]
D3 )

S01

@ Request your free catalogue now!

S e

2016 =NEC

|

HAMMER,
Quality and
precision
from Austria



t's quite possible that a lot of woodworkers reading this will
have holidays on their mind. Whether you're on holiday now,
just returned or poised to depart, it's likely that the magic of
different surroundings, a change of scene and, most importantly,
a temporary break from the usual cares and responsibilities will
all have combined to somehow produce a change in both mind
and body. While it's entirely possible to go for a few years without
a proper holiday, the good it does a person far outweighs the
financial costs involved — something I'm only just learning now.

Once you've settled back in at home, it's time to start thinking
of things to make, but somehow it doesn't seem like a chore any
more. Most of us are in the fortunate position of having a home
of some kind to enhance and maintain and generally take care of,
and if you factor in another family member or two, well, then you
really can consider yourself lucky.

When it comes to working — and I'm talking about jobs round
the house here — it really makes a huge difference if you come at
things with a positive attitude. Let's face it, most of the so-called
work the average handy person/woodworker is called upon to do
is actually bordering on leisure pursuits with a touch of adventure
thrown in (I'm thinking anything up a ladder). And apart from the
physical workout inevitably involved (who needs the gym when
there's a roof rack of fencing to unload?), it's entirely acceptable,
nay, encouraged even, to browse kit catalogues and tool stores
before purchasing the latest cordless drill or power tool needed
to complete the task in hand.

As well as all the preliminaries, completing the job and
building the actual cupboard or fitting the new fire surround
is an achievement in itself and further evidence of the maker's
investment in the homestead, however humble it might be.

So, next time there's a necessary job to be done, or one that just
seems like a good thing to do, don't forget how fortunate you are
to be able to make things. We're very lucky people to be in this
position; in my opinion, the ultimate reward is to hear the proud
words ‘my dad made that.

A day in the sun - almost a holiday! M

You can contact Mark on mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

If you can't a|Ways find a copy of the Please reserve/deliver my copy of The Woodworker on a regular
. A basis, starting with issue
magazine, help is at hand! Complete
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this form and hand it in at your local
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HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SPECIALIST

l DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER

D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1978. Mnss I“E c “ 0 I cE
During that time we have earned a reputation with our customers

as a trusted partner. Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY FR“M T“E BIGE EST BRAN“S!
enthusiast, our mission is a simple one - to supply top quality

tools at the best value for money, backed up by a service
you can trust.

LOW TRADE PRICES!

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand,
power tools and woodworking machinery all at the keenest prices.
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despatc_h the day you order it. Qur websﬂe shows up to date stock  KARCHER . { Bay-
availability, so you can order with confidence. —

Laserliner’ feica

Seasysiems

FREE DELIVERY LYTE IRWIN
Delivery to UK mainland addresses is free q
for most orders over £99 and for orders o

Marples
under £99 is only £5.95. See the carriage ey

rates on our website for full details.

ot ONilfisk WM!EK LU
1HR DELIVERY WINDOW _ , —
We use DPD Predict for the majority of our deliveries (except heayy | Panasonic m Powerbor

. . . . . . - [DiAmEND PRODNET
or oversize items) so you will receive a 1 hour delivery window via

' i ' Fo - 'REVO Rs r
email or text meaning you don't need to wait in all day. REISSER B{uﬁugj_

HAND TOOLS

SHOP ON-LINE 2auRS ADRY | **9°® EEI] EQITIE)-owevccee

Visit our easy-to-use website to see what we mean about range SJOBERGS J-IL"’EIJ' "s STABILA STANLEY

. . L E V E L 5|
and value. Browse and buy with confidence 24hrs a day from the - VE
TBRMEK"
"ﬂIIanleScﬂﬂll:Wl‘lllllllllS sharponlng lﬂﬂﬂ\!“ﬂﬂ

biggest brands in the business, all at prices you'll find hard to beat. | ETAERTRITE
trend m VERItaS" \|SE-GRIP
join our D&M Loyalty

Vitrex® (g Mwera Wiss
Scheme and earn valuable |

loyalty points every time A A, Y 4 THE UK's No.1 BRANDED HAND,
you shop. A== it POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT

More details on our J-J— , ,..J TOOL
r

website: ; _ ~ 0
SHOW 1
MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY.... TOOLS
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VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE | KEMIPTON PARK RACECOURSE
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Here you will find all our latest offers and deals.

Why not subscribe to our regular
emails to keep up with our
latest deals and offers or
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OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US!

We are regularly receiving 5 star reviews on the independent
review site Trustpilot, as well as testimonials direct from our
customers, here are just a few:

28,088

"D&M tools are very well priced, turn up on time and have
superb telephone support just in case anything goes wrong. This
is a business | will use in the years to come. Thanks for a job well done.”

Yk kokok

"Quick Quality Quantity and Value - D&M offer a fast efficient service
which they couple with an excellent range of manufacturers tools which
are always available in the numbers you need at a competitive price.”

18,800 ¢

"Best customer service... Ever! - | believe the real test of a
companies customer service is when they have to deal with problems.
My delivery came quickly and well packaged. I had an issue with the
tool after about a month of use. The guys in the phone quickly arranged
for collection, repair of the tool and return with great communication
throughout. Very pleased with the way they resolved my issue.”

28 8.8.8. ¢

“Brilliant prices and brilliant service - | have now traded with
D&M Tools twice now and both times have received impeccable service
and also nothing is to much trouble for their staff to sort out.”

2. 8.8.8.8. ¢

“Excellent service makes a refreshing change - first time | have
used this company, was quite amazed by the quality and speed of service
and delivery, a fine example of what can be done with first class staff.”

Jkkokok

“Best place for tools online - |'ve bought a lot of gear from D&M
Tools over the last few years and they always provide a first class service,
plus they always seem to have everything | need at the time.”

www.trustpilot.co.uk/review/www.dm-tools.co.uk

@DM_Tools !} DandMTools YoullMT DMTools1




NEWS 7he latest from the world of woodwork
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Anyone who has just shelled out big money

on a woodworking machine of some kind is
generally not looking to spend anything more,

but sometimes you just have to. I'm not talking
about after-market add-ons, the fancy bits that
look more useful than they generally are, but
rather the essentials, such as blades and cutters.

I think that most of us have come to realise -
probably after a few years and one or two poor
decisions - that it rarely pays to scrimp on these
sorts of important items. Buying disposable
brushes for a cheap or messy job is one thing, but
when it comes to purchasing saw blades, say, that
really is a different kettle of fish.

Always buy quality

It's not until you've experienced both a poor quality
blade and a good one — preferably on the same
job — that you can really appreciate the difference.
It took me years to realise that spending a bit

more cash could improve my work and make it
a lot easier, too. A lot of decent kit can be bought

online these days and, while it's always best to see
the reality before you get your card out, the bigger

firms have a very real interest in maintaining their
reputation and will almost always make sure that
they supply the quality you're paying for.

Woodworking shows

There are a number of shows around the UK

at the moment (see our news pages), and more
to come, and if ever there was a place to get a
bargain on kit and tools, then a woodworking
show is it. I had my first introduction to the
inimitable Arbortech carving tool (a superb
roughing-out cutting disc that fits onto a
standard hand-held grinder) at a show and
there are always plenty of new products being
aired and demonstrated. Plus, given the market-
like feel of a show, there's always the chance of
a bit of successful haggling too! MC

CELEBRATION OF CRAFTSMANSHIP

& DESIGN 2016

Celebration of Craftsmanship & Design,

which this year takes place from 20-29 August
at Thirlestaine Long Gallery in Cheltenham,
brings together the work of around 70 of

the finest contemporary artisan furniture
makers, supported by selected work from other
disciplines, such as jewellery, art and ceramics,
for an unparalleled display of beautiful work.
Founded in Cheltenham in 1995, the exhibition
has been directed since 2009 by award-winning
furniture designer Jason Heap. His stewardship
has seen the exhibition evolve into a relaxed
and friendly event where visitors can while
away a few hours immersed in a wonderfully
reassuring display of talent, skill and
imagination.

UK’S BIGGEST RANGE 2=

‘l CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week
1

“What | love about this show is the passion and
diversity of its exhibitors and the work that they
produce,” says Jason. “Every exhibit has a story
behind it and within it is a part of the person that
has designed and made it. This is not work that
is churned out; it is considered and loved from
conception to delivery,” he finishes.

With over 300 exhibits spread through six
large neo-classical rooms of Thirlestaine House,
including the magnificent Long Gallery, there is
enough variety to suit all tastes, while the pop-up
Hardwood Café offers a welcome opportunity
to rest and contemplate. All of the work on
display is for sale and all of the craftsmen and
women are happy to discuss commissions.

In the main, these are all very small
workshops, often just a single craftsperson and
so the story of each piece, the inspiration and
the production of it, becomes part of its appeal.
These are not just lovely objects, they are
created with care and attention and in acquiring
them one also acquires a part of the maker that
has dreamed of it, agonised over its details,
searched for the perfect materials and finally,
lovingly nurtured its construction — see
www.celebrationofcraftsmanship.com.

B ONLINE Shop 24/7!

0808 168 28 28 W IronmongeryDirect.com
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1-5 Beginners’ woodturning
4-5 & 11-12 Beginners' routing *
8 Bandsaws

15 Sharpening with Tormek

17 Scrollsaws

18-19 Turned boxes (advanced)
* Course held in

Sittingbourne, Kent

Axminster Tools & Machinery
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue
Axminster, Devon EX13 5PH
Tel: 08009 751 905

Web: www.axminster.co.uk

1-5 Joints explained — making
atable

13-14 Antique furniture care
& repairs

17-19 Beautiful boxes —
learning to love laminating
20-21 Cabinetmaking
fundamentals

John Lloyd Fine Furniture
Bankside Farm, Ditchling
Common, Burgess Hill,

East Sussex RH15 0SJ

Tel: 01444 480 388

Web: www.
johnlloydfinefurniture.co.uk

6 Chair making — part llI

8-12 Cabinetmaking techniques
20-21 Basic jointing weekend
Chris Tribe

The Cornmill, Railway Road
llkley, West Yorkshire LS29 8HT
Tel: 01943 602 836

Web: www.christribe
furniturecourses.com

13 Steam-bending with

Charlie Whinney

Marc Fish, Robinson House
Studio, Robinson Road,
Newhaven, East Sussex BN9 9BL
Tel: 01273 513611

Web: www.marcfish.co.uk

7-13 Furniture restoration
summer school

15-19 Carpentry summer
school: make a table &
woodcarving summer school
The Goodlife Centre

122 Webber Street, London
SE1 0QL

Tel: 0207 760 7613

Web: www.thegoodlifecentre.
co.uk
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Furniture I\/Iaking Workshop

This course is for anyone who has an interest in
furniture design and making. No prior woodworking
experience is necessary as you’ll be guided step-
by-step through the different processes and
introduced to a wide range of hand tools, machine
tools and spray finishing techniques to make a
piece of furniture.

We only take ten people per course, so you’ll be

able to take full advantage of our excellent facilities.

SPECIAL OFFER

The Woodworker and Turner readers can receive a
15% discount on our Furniture Making Workshops
in 2016 and 2017. Call the short course team and
quote code reference ‘NTUwood16’.

October - 5 November 2016
Saturdays 10am - 4pm /

|

Five Weeks £480 |
= Ly V

Find out more

For more information about our courses visit:
www.ntu.ac.uk/productshortcourses

Any questions?

Email the Short Course Team:
creativeshortcourses@ntu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)115 848 2813

www.ntu.ac.uk/creativeshortcourses

NOTTINGHAM®
TRENT UNIVERSITY



Fangfest

A Celebration Of Traditional Crafts
Fangfoss, Nr York

3rd & 4th Sept 2016 9am to 4pm

The Rocking Horse Shop invites you to watch our
| experienced staff demonstrate Rocking Horse making.
Special offers on Plans, Timber & Accessories.

A Great Day Out For All The Family
FREE Entry & Parking

Come & Join In The Fun

Woodturning, Pole Lathe, Stained Glass,
Pottery Demonstrations, Classic Car Show,
Spinning & weaving, Crafts, Carving Tools,

Art Gallery, Archery, Traditional Fun Fair,

Basket Weaving, Flower Festival, Cream Teas,
Ice-cream, Live Music & much more!

f www.facebook.com/fangfest

CREATIVE WELSH WOODTURNING LTD.

Turners Tool Box.Com
WOODTURNING — WOODWORKING — WOODCARVING
TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

L.0oG ON ToO:

Pen Mandrel Support

" Woodturning Chucks including the:
,"‘ & Robert Sorby Patriot Woodturning Chuck

~ Axminster Evolution SK114 Woodturning Chuck
q l % All with additional accessories making your time at the

lather a more pleasurable experience

Bolt Action & Bullet Pen Kits
In a variety of different metal finish’s

N —_—ime——y Including the required sized
Colt MaxiCut® Forstner Bits: ] Drill bits & the bushing sets
Metric & Imperial Sizes - —

- — : 'f T "':,', - o '-.";/.
=

Extension Bars & “ :\? Colt HS8-M2 150mm Pen Drill Bits
- = Sizes from 7mm upwards DELIVERED WORLD WIDE

Morse Taper Adaptor

For more information Visit: www.turnerstoolbox.com
Order online Open 24hrs — All at the click of a button and delivered straight to your door interlink
Email: info@turnetstoolbox.com — Tel: 01873 831 589 — Mobile: 07931 405 131 express
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Adhectic Ltd

Tel: 01235 520 738

Web: www.adhectic.co.uk
(Abingdon)

A Harrison

Tel: 01536 725192

Web: www.aharrisonwoodturning.co.uk
(Northants)

Bennetts Timber

Tel: 01472 350 151

Web: www.bennettstimber.co.uk
(Lincolnshire)

Black Isle Woodturning

Tel: 07842 189 743

Web: www.blackislewoodturning.com
(Scotland)

Brodies Timber

Tel: 01350 727 723

Web: www.brodiestimber.co.uk
(Perthshire)

Brooks Brothers Timber

Tel: 01621 877 400

Web: www.brookstimber.co.uk
(Essex)

C&G Barrett Ltd, Cilfiegan Sawmill
Tel: 01291 672 805

Web: www.cilfiegansawmill.com
(Monmouthshire, South Wales)

D Emmerson Timber

Tel: 01507 524 728

Web: www.emmersontimber.co.uk
(Lincolnshire)

Earlswood Interiors

Tel: 01564 703 706

Web: www.earlswoodinteriors.co.uk
(Solihull)

English Woodlands Timber

Tel: 01730 816 941

Web: www.englishwoodlandstimber.co.uk
(West Sussex)

Exotic Hardwoods

Tel: 01732 355 626

Web: www.exotichardwoods.co.uk
(Kent)

EO Burton, Thorndon Sawmills
Tel: 01277 260 810

Web: www.eoburton.com
(Essex)

Eynsham Park Sawmill

Tel: 01993 881 391

Web: www.eynshamparksawmill.co.uk
(Oxfordshire)

ORDER BY 8PM
GET IT NEXT DAY!

] CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week

FH Ives

Tel: 01268 732 373
Web: www.fhives.com
(Essex)

Fulham Timber

Tel: 0208 685 5340

Web: www.fulhamtimber.co.uk
(London)

G&S Specialist Timber

Tel: 01768 891 445

Web: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
(Cumbria)

Good Timber

Tel: 01327 344 550

Web: www.goodtimber.com
(Northamptonshire)

Interesting Timbers

Tel: 01761 241 333

Web: www.interestingtimbers.co.uk
(Emborough)

ISCA Woodcrafts

Tel: 01633 810 148/07854 349 045
Web: www.iscawoodcrafts.co.uk
(Newport, South Wales)

John Davis Woodturning Centre

Tel: 01264 811 070

Web: www.johndaviswoodturning.com
(Hampshire)

Joyce Timber

Tel: 0208 883 1610

Web: www.joycetimber.co.uk
(London)

Lincolnshire Woodcraft

Tel: 01780 757 825

Web: www.lincolnshirewoodcraft.co.uk
(Stamford)

Nottage Timber

Tel: 01656 745 959

Web: www.nottagetimber.co.uk
(Bridgend, South Wales)

Ockenden Timber

Tel: 01588 620 884

Web: www.ockenden-timber.co.uk
(Powys)

Olivers Woodturning

Tel: 01622 370 280

Web: www.oliverswoodturning.co.uk
(Kent)

Oxford Wood Recycling
Tel: 01235 861 228
Web: www.owr.org.uk
(Oxfordshire)

o B ONLINE Shop 24/7!

, 0808 168 28 28 W IronmongeryDirect.com 8-

Stiles & Bates

Tel: 01304 366 360

Web: www.stilesandbates.co.uk
(Kent)

Scadding Timber

Tel: 071179 556 032

Web: www.scadding-son-Itd.co.uk
(Bristol)

St. Andrews Timber & Building Supplies
Tel: 01316 611 333

Web: www.standrewstimbersupplies.co.uk
(Scotland)

Surrey Timbers Ltd

Tel: 01483 457 826

Web: www.surreytimbers.co.uk
(Guildford)

Sykes Timber

Tel: 01827 718 951

Web: www.sykestimber.co.uk
(Warwickshire)

The Timber Mill

Tel: 07966 396 419

Web: www.thetimbermill.com
(Cornwall)

The Wood Recycling Store

Tel: 01273 570 500

Web: www.woodrecycling.org.uk
(East Sussex)

Thorogood Timber Ltd

Tel: 01206 233 100

Web: www.thorogood.co.uk
(Essex)

Timberman

Tel: 01267 232 621

Web: www.timberman.co.uk
(Carmarthenshire)

Waterloo Timber Ltd
Tel: 01200 423 263
Web: No website
(Lancs)

Wenban Smith

Tel: 01903 230 311

Web: www.wenbans.com
(Worthing)

W L West & Sons Ltd
Tel: 01798 861 611
Web: www.wlwest.co.uk
(Surrey)

Yandle & Sons Ltd

Tel: 01935 822 207
Web: www.yandles.co.uk
(Somerset)
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ADD A NEW DIMENSION
TO YOUR WORK WITH

@i, metal (i

ine Store
On"‘l'r{\jdayl Easy to use tools that do

padess 01T not require heat or power

of thig advert)

Ideal wherever wood and steel can combine to make stylish...
Furniture
Clocks
Signs
Frames & Decorative Panels
and so much more

Call today for our free Catalogue and if you quote the promo code "MTW16”
we will send you our new demo DVD free of charge

J & CR Wood Ltd, Dept MTW16, 66 Clough Road, HULL HUS 1SR
01482 345067 | info@jandcrwood.co.uk

www.metal-craft.co.uk

the WoodRat

is not just here for the
dovetailing

WoodRat’s Mortise Rail MR4 clocks in the length
and position of any number of mortises. Each pair
exactly placed on opposing stiles — simple, accurate
and very quick!

see it in action - www.woodrat.com

Protect and enhance the natural beauty
of wood with Treatex Hardwax Ol

Treatex Hardwax Oil
protects and enhances the
appearance of all types of
internal wood surfaces including
floors, stairs, doors, furniture and
worktops. Treatex Hardwax Oil is
manufactured on a base of natural
sustainable raw materials: jojoba
oil, linseed oil, sunflower oil,
beeswax, candelilla wax and

carnauba wax.

® Brings out the timber grain

® Adds warmth to wood

® Easy to apply

® Quick drying

® No sanding required between coats
® | ow odour

® Resistant to spills of water, wine,
beer, coffee, tea and fizzy drinks

® Withstands high temperatures
® \ery durable

® Easy to clean and maintain

® Spot repairable

® Safe for use on children’s toys




IN ASSOCIATION WITH

What's new from

‘THE' TOOL SPECIALISTS e WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK * 0208 892 3813

MAKITA TM3010CK 240V OR 110V TOOL-LESS 320W MULTI-TOOL WITH CASE

MANUFACTURER: Makita
D&M GUIDE PRICE: £99.95

The new TM3010C from Makita has been developed based on

model TM3000C and is equipped with the tool-less accessory

change system, a lever-style lock system which allows for quick

installation and replacement of accessories. Accessories can

be installed at 30° increments, across 360° using the popular

OIS interface. It also features an optional dust extraction

attachment (not included), soft start and constant speed control,

plus a variable-speed control dial. Comes complete with a m
} Vil dhd;

carry case, and is available in either 240V or 110V versions.

METABO KGT305M 240V 12" COMBINATION SAW

MANUFACTURER: Metabo
X)(L D&M GUIDE PRICE: £419.95
1YEARS

aTRANTY e The new Metabo KGT305M is a cross-cut and mitre saw with
' additional table circular saw function for straight cuts. It can quickly
changeover from cross-cut to table operation and is compact and
light-weight, ideal for mobile use, easily transported by means of
a saw head lock. The robust die-cast aluminium design means
it is suitable for the highest demands with fast and precise setting
of common angles using stop points. It features a laser for exact
display of the cutting line (mains powered, no batteries required),
plus a bright LED worklight. The table width extension is removable
to put long panels, slabs, etc. underneath and the high sliding rear
fence profiles for safe sawing.

The saw head can be inclined to the left, with additional angle
range for undercuts. All scales and operating elements are
visible from the working position and can be operated intuitively.
There is also easy saw blade change by means of a spindle lock:
no dismantling of the pendulum protective cover required.

HBS300 750W BANDSAW WITH STAND

MANUFACTURER: Scheppach
D&M GUIDE PRICE: £389.95

This new bandsaw from Scheppach combines reliable service
with A-1 performance in joinery shops, home workshops; cutting
plastic or wood; or anywhere the cutting of curves and compound
curves is required. It has a generous cutting capacity of 175mm
and allows sawing of large workpieces. The rigid steel stand
provides a comfortable working height. There is plenty of power
for all cutting operations and the large table top provides a flat
operating platform for accurate cutting. It has a solid rip fence
with eyeglass for precise cuts and a dust port for highly effective
dust extraction. Two speeds (720 and 360m/min) allow for the
cutting of various materials.

@

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE - WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK - FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND DEALS
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Wood, boring?
NEVER!

Robin Gates explores the many ways of boring holes in
timber and admits to a grudging admiration for woodworm

word to say about woodworm but |

can't help admiring the neatness of
their work. Several times down the years
| have moved some long-standing piece
of furniture and discovered its back panel
riddled with woodworm. The holes are
typically about 1.5mm diameter with
never a fibre out of place.

These are the flight holes of the adult
furniture beetle Anobium punctatum, its
maturing larvae having tunnelled silently
for years, feeding off wood's cellulose and
sapping its strength (photo 1). They seem
to have a particular taste for the animal
glues used in old plywood, slowly turning
rigid panels into floppy sandwiches of
dust-filled veneers.

When it comes to boring holes in timber
the mouth parts of the common furniture
beetle are the sharpest bit in the box.
Perhaps its secret lies in digesting the
material as it goes along — something
no man-made drill bit has yet achieved.

A hole of near woodworm quality can
be made with the humblest of boring tools —
the bradawl (photo 2). It's nothing more than
a narrow blade bevelled on both sides, and |
find it invaluable, both for locating the point
of a drill bit, preventing the bit from skating
damagingly across the surface, and for

I t feels like heresy to have a good

boring a hole large enough to get a small
screw started. A sharp push with the blade
perpendicular to the grain, then a twist, and
the job is done. The bradawl has saved many
a screw from being lost or driven crookedly.

Half turns
More versatile is the small yet
sophisticated auger gimlet, boring a
hole by half turns (photo 3). Whereas
the bradawl forces a gap in the fibres, the
gimlet proceeds by cutting and has a lead
screw pulling it into the timber. The flutes
of its twisted shaft direct shavings to the
surface, but with a deep hole it does help to
extract the tool occasionally and unclog it.

I have Lee Valley's seven-piece set
of 2-5mm diameter auger gimlets and
wouldn't be without them (photo 4). Boring
pilot and clearance holes for screws up to
10 gauge, not to mention holes for nails to
avoid splitting the wood (photo 5), these are
efficient tools to have on hand where even
a small hand drill would prove cumbersome.
Being of bent steel they are uncomfortable
to turn when the going gets tough but you
can slip a screwdriver through the handle
for extra leverage and save your fingers
some torture (photo 6).

The big brother of the little auger gimlet
is the Scotch screw auger, a seriously

Neat holes in plywood
made by the common
furniture beetle

labour-intensive tool once the stock-in-trade
of every carpenter, and used especially by
shipwrights and timber-framers for boring
holes for wooden ‘treenails’.

A while ago | made new handles for
some ‘eyed’ Scotch augers, which had
been the work tools of a Northumbrian
shipwright and had lain unused for
decades. | cut the handles from ash and
hazel, which had accompanied me home
from the woods as walking sticks. Handle
length is a matter of personal preference,
but since an auger is hand-powered and
the handle is a lever, the longer the handle
— within limits — the easier it is to turn.

Ambitious start
After cleaning the rust from the lead screws
and filing the cutting lips, | was ready for my
first project which was, in retrospect, a tad
ambitious for a newbie.

An ash log left over from making an
adze handle took my fancy as the stem
of a table lamp (photo 10), only requiring
a hole bored through the centre to
accommodate the cable. I'll have it done
in no time, | thought, boldly getting stuck
in with the biggest auger.

The first inch of boring was pleasantly
strenuous as, proceeding hand over hand,
| savoured the rhythmic crunching of the

A bradawl makes pilot holes for small screws

Vintage auger gimlets with comfortable
wooden handles

Lee Valley's seven-piece set of all-steel auger
gimlets
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WOODWORK wood boring - part 1

An auger gimlet guards against splitting near
ends and edges

Scotch screw augers re-handled and
ready for work

E =T R e 1

auger slicing through timber and lifting
its rumpled shavings to the surface.

But as the afternoon wore on, and |
wore out, | reflected on a passage in Walter
Rose’s classic narrative of village carpentry,
The Village Carpenter. When farm water
pumps were made using elm logs, and
long enough to stand in a well 20ft deep,
Walter's father's men Enoch and Johnnie
working with a colossal auger would take
a week to bore the hole through the centre
of the log. My hands raw, my shoulders
seized like rusted machinery; it felt like a
week had passed when the tip of the auger
burst through the end of my small ash log
although it was only tea time. Adding insult
to injury, whereas Enoch and Johnnie's
auger would emerge dead centre without
fail, mine had drifted half an inch.
Proficiency with the auger — as with all
hand tools — is not gained overnight. Not
for nothing did an old-time apprenticeship
last seven years!

My next project was more modest, using
the smallest auger to bore a piece of yew to
make a cord pull (photo 12). For this more
delicate job | could feel the lead screw
pulling the auger while | turned it. Applied
down force was entirely unproductive, only
serving to bow the auger’s skinny shank.

Hard work it undoubtedly is yet the auger
does have a place in the workshop. It can
bore a deep, large diameter hole, and its
creeping progress is a virtue since it would

n The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

A screwdriver through the handle boosts
leverage

Auger holes from 6-20mm

take a determined worker to bore too
deeply with this labour-intensive tool —
something all too easily done with

a squirt of revs from a power drill.

Continuous motion
The inventive step which turned an auger
into a brace was the cranked handle,
and how welcome that must have been,
bringing continuous forwards or backwards
motion to a process which formerly tied
the worker's arms in knots. The exact origin
of the brace seems unclear but it has been
around for at least 500 years (one was
found on the wreck of Henry VIil's
flagship Mary Rose) and shows no sign
of disappearing any time soon. It's such
a reliable tool.

My favourite is a 19th-century brass-
plated beech brace found in a junk shop
30 years ago. Cupping its smoothly turning
rosewood head in one hand while the other
sweeps in continuous circles, a sharp
centre bit slicing slowly into fragrant
timber, perhaps cherry smelling sweetly of
marzipan, is certainly a workshop delight.

Shaping a handle for the Scotch augers with
the spokeshave

ii i :
x Mo R

Boring the cable hole for a table lamp
by half turns




G-cramp set-up for getting a boot-hold on
the work

The brace and bit is also a child-friendly
tool. When my daughter Annie was in Year
9 at school she suffered a mishap with
a school pillar drill that sent a broken bit
flying scarily across the room, and it was
through using the old beech brace at home
she rebuilt her confidence (photo 14).
Looking for a reason to bore lots of
holes we settled on making a stand for
her collection of nail varnishes, at that
time lying jumbled in a basket. She spaced
the little bottles along a piece of elm, drew
around them and got on with the job of
boring 16 holes in three different sizes.
Even with freshly sharpened centre bits
it was hard going but also fun as we took
turns with the brace (photo 16).

Using the smallest Scotch auger to make a
cord pull in yew

Iron frame

Slightly less child-friendly on account of

a 40% weight increase for similar size is

the sturdy iron-framed Scotch brace, which

was developed for heavy work where the
- wooden-framed brace was prone to crack

The finished cord pull ... and the job is done (photo 17). | find the extra weight improves

stability when greater torque is required —

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016




WOODWORK wood boring - part 1

A Scotch iron brace with screwdriver bit gives
good leverage

with a screwdriver bit in the clip, for
example, driving or extracting a screw
at a steady pace.

Two further developments gave us the
brace, which remains so useful to this day.
First, the spring clip which accepted only
dedicated notched bits was replaced by
alligator jaws tightened by a threaded shell,
accepting bits of various types and sizes.
Second, a ratchet mechanism behind the
jaws enabled forward or backward motion by
short strokes without disengaging the bit from
the work, greatly easing use in tight corners.

With those two features ticked off the
to-invent list, surely the brace was a done
and dusted tool — but not so. While looking
up details of my Millers Falls No.422 (photo
18), a rugged no-frills brace from before
World War |, I learned the company offered
no less than 135 variants of this basic piece
of kit! And | thought the number of power
drivers on today's market was excessive!

While braces of different makes ring
the changes in aesthetic detail with wood or
plastic handles, chrome or nickel plate finish,
an important practical consideration is the
sweep — the diameter of circle described
by a swing of the handle. My old beech and
iron braces have a 200mm sweep while
the Millers Falls ratchet brace delivers more
torque with a 255mm sweep, but it's not
unusual to find old braces with a sweep
of just T50mm designed for use in confined
spaces, such as between floor joists, and up
to 355mm where extra power is desirable.
Braces are so easily found that for a repeat
operation such as countersinking it's
feasible to have one permanently loaded
with the appropriate bit.

Snails & shells

A poorly designed countersink bit flopping
about like a Wellington boot can ruin a
smartly drilled hole, but a snail pattern
countersink in a slow-turning brace yields

a crisp and circular result every time (photo
19). Its single cutting edge throws up a
froth of tissue-thin shavings. A fine hone or

n The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

Gear wheel and pawl of the Millers Falls
No.422 ratchet

small rat’s tail file is used to keep it sharp,
applied to the inside of the edge so as not
to reduce the bit's diameter (photo 20).

A particular joy of owning a brace is the
diversity of old bits waiting to be discovered,
some of which never made the transition
to power tools. The slender shell bit is one
example (photo 21), echoing the natural
form of the razor shell and like that elegant
mollusc boring holes rapidly and straight.

Although primitive in appearance its
simple design has advantages. Whereas
the screw and spurs of a more voracious
helical bit might burst through the base
of what is supposed to be a blind hole,
the less aggressive shell bit can be coaxed
to within a whisker of the intended depth.
Like a plug cutter, it generates heaps of
characteristic disc-shaped chips when
boring across the grain and something
like a rough dowel when used with the
grain (photo 22). It is the easiest of bits
to sharpen — by applying its bevel to an
oil stone, just like a gouge (photo 23).

That said, the epitome of the helical
bit must be the Jennings’ pattern which,
with spurs set back from the cutting lips
to circumscribe a neat entry and a lead
screw to pull it onward, cuts a hole of
textbook clarity (photo 24). | used a '/4in
Jennings auger bit to bore the woodworm-
inspired holes of a carved elm lamp shade,
which allowed light to spill in pools across
the wall (photo 25).

19-

Snail countersink bits give a crisp result

Honing the snail countersink'’s inside edge

Going sideways

When it seemed the bit couldn't develop
further forwards, it went sideways with

an auxiliary blade screwed on like a scythe
to a Roman chariot. “Be it known that |,
William A. Clark, of Bethany, in the county
of New Haven and State of Connecticut,
have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Expansive Bits.”

That's the opening sentence to US
Patent N0.20,192 for a ‘Method of seating
the movable cutter in expansive bits’
granted to William Clark in May 1858 — the
high-water mark of this tool's development.

The expansive bit with a movable cutter
had been known for years before Clark
made it his own, but his inventive step
was to seat the cutter with a sliding bevel
clamped by a screw-fastened bevel-edged
plate. In one stroke this both preserved the

~ ] 4 .'.‘.1"‘-'1'.-.—--
A set of shell bits and their characteristic
shavings




The shell bit takes a core sample from
end-grain

Sharpening a shell bit is rather like
sharpening a gouge

Jennings auger bit boring woodworm-
inspired holes in a lamp shade

20

The lamp shade spills pools of light

Boring into sycamore with a Clark’s
expansive bit

cutting edge, which had been routinely
dulled by other seating methods, and
eliminated the vibration, which had bugged
all earlier bits.

Since Clark’s patent expired his design
has been copied widely and can be traced

A Clark’s bit hoists a sail of sycamore

Cleaning the lead screw to maintain progress

to expansive bits manufactured today
for power drills. But what | like about the
original Clark bits is the sheer excellence
of their engineering which seems somehow
too fine for a tool that tears through timber
driven by brute force; it's like finding a
hammer head with micrometer adjustment.
Being of infinitely variable diameter the
expansive bit promises to do the work of a
range of bits in fixed sizes, but | find it cuts
a niche for itself as an extra tool rather than
a replacement because it isn't the easiest
bit to turn. Where it scores is when working
by eye. No measuring is required to set the

Candle stick made with a Clark’s
expansive bit

cutter to the radius of what you want to
accommodate — a tea light, for example,
in a candle stick (photo 29). Expansive bits
can also bore large diameters (photo 27).
In the 1890s there was a No.6 Clark’s bit
for holes up to 125mm. With that in your
brace you'd need biceps like Arnold
Schwarzenegger!

NEXT MONTH
In part 2, Robin Gates tries hand drills with

gearboxes, extols the virtues of a common-
or-garden Stanley and finds the perfect bit

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016




ARE PROUD TO INTRODUC
Short Courses Include OUR NEW 120 SERIES

French Polishing & Refinishing
Wood Machining

Daovetailing & Drawer Fitting ‘ﬂ\@ 'tU'mW\af Wy\myd bﬁfﬂl’\% %\a&'t@m 'tl\aft 'Flt'% into tl\@ %%L\\

Ly mem | BALANCE
Peter Sc’fmng“'f; :i% _ SYSTEMS
Furniture School * com INNOVATIONS
E

- v Veneering & Laminating
Woodworking & 5lFmte FEATURES r =
. = arpening .
Furniture Making ‘Wake a Box ¢ Totally concealed in sash : &
22 ‘Malke a Tahie' » Full sash travel (no need for stops) ‘ :@
Beginners Course » Innovative block and tackle system ! : L
» Easy to fit (only a screwdriver needed) 12 o

Greater thermo-dynamic properties |
Specific for each window ‘

* Pre-tensioned — no adjustment

» Carries sash weight up to 40 Kilos
* Smooth sash ride

+ Competitively priced

* Maintenance free

+ 10 year warranty

* No grease

Available from stock

Rick Howie
4 month student

Paul Smith
9 month student

Call us on 01684 591014

or find us online for information on all the courses

www, peterseftonfurnitureschool.com ’ n m

The Threshing Barn, Welland Road, Upton upon Severn, Worcestershire, WRE 058

Contact
Website: https://routercutter.co.uk
www.routercutter.co.uk e e
your anline mechanism for resourcing quality tooling QEEE'EQE!IEE.\E?' ROUTERCUTTER.CO.UK
‘ specializing in “industrial grade savvy’ L ‘South Peint / Old Brighton Road
- Lowfield Heath / Crawley
4 West Sussex | RH11 OPR / UK
Our onfine stocks are genuine i IN STOCK NOW:
and all goods are mailed The "ULTIMATE"”
from the UK. .
Whiteside hava Been PATTERN & Fl.l_.ISI'I TRIH BITS
manufacturing quality 2+2 Compression Technology

industrial grade router bits

for more than 30 years.

Proudly made in North Carolina USA.
Router bits designed & engineered
for the Woodworker.

Bearing guided for every workshop
UDPY112 Pattern Bit

UDFT9112 Flush Trim Bit
UDC9112 Combination Bit

by WHITESIDE
We now also stock
Southeast Tool Inc.
router bits and accessorles. ALSO NOW IN STOCK:

2 flute spiral bits with metric "D"

1/4" shank, 5mm cutting diameter

114" shank, 6mm cutting diameter

1/2" shank, 8mm culting diameter

1/2" shank, 10mm cutting diameter

1/2" shank, 12mm cutting diameter

Custom made in the USA by WHITESIDE
Special price on WHITESIDE RD5200A
1/2" shank, down cut spiral

D = 12mm; c/i = 50.8mm; o/a = 101.6mm
GBP 35.00 per piece

Tools from the smiley people.
Made in USA.

S.utheast

Teel

- WHITESIDE MACHINE COMPANY
Nominated in both categories by Fine Woodworking Magazine June 2007 - in an 18 bit road-test evaluation.
Author's Choice — BEST OVERALL | Author's Choice — BEST VALUE
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In brief...

The latest from the world of woodwork NEW'S

DOUBLE CELEBRATIONS

AT CHICHESTER COLLEGE

Chichester College are celebrating after
hearing that a lecturer and former student
have both been named in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours.

Christian Notley, furniture making lecturer
at the college, has been awarded an MBE
for his services to WorldSkills at Leipzig
2013 and Sao Paulo 2015.

A huge honour

Christian, who is also the UK WorldSkills
training manager for cabinetmaking and
has coached two British entrants — both
former Chichester College students —

to gold in successive competitions, said:
“It's a huge honour to be awarded an
MBE. | am passionate about the value

of vocational training and apprenticeships
as being equal to academic courses, so
it's great to have skills training recognised
in the honours list and hopefully this will help

others to realise its value as well. Itis
humbling to be recognised on this level

but I'm very much aware that it's something
I could not have done on my own.

The success we have had at WorldSkills
would not have been possible without the
support we have received from Chichester
College, especially the lecturers in the
furniture department who have covered
my lessons over the years to allow me
the time to commit to WorldSkills. | would
also like to thank my fellow WorldSkills
UK Experts, who have given me enormous
support and advice, especially during my
first cycle as an expert in Leipzig.”

Worthy recognition

Former student Edward ‘Woody' Harringman
has also been recognised, receiving the
British Empire Medal (BEM) after winning
the gold medal for cabinetmaking at last
year's WorldSkills competition in Sdo Paulo.
As well as working full-time for Halstock,

Edward also volunteers as a WorldSkills
UK Champion - visiting schools, speaking
at career events and supporting entrants in
skills competitions.

He added: “When | received my letter |
felt quite overwhelmed by what had been
offered to me and | feel very proud. This is
something that will be with me for the rest
of my life and my family felt the same when
| told them the news. | hope that this also
raises awareness of the WorldSkills
competition to younger people pursuing a
career in skills.”

A proud moment
The Queen’s Birthday Honours celebrate
the achievements of extraordinary people
across the UK. Chichester College Principal,
Shelagh Legrave OBE — who was herself
recognised in last year's list — said: “We are
extremely proud of both Christian and
Edward's achievements. They both richly
deserve this recognition, which follows
enormous success on the world stage.
Christian has transformed the furniture
making department here at Chichester
College, introducing courses for 16-18
year olds and teaching them skills that
would make them highly employable.

Chichester College has now represented
the UK at the last four WorldSkills
competitions, winning gold at the last
two with George Callow in 2013 and
Edward Harringman in 2015 — both trained
by Christian who volunteered to become
the UK training manager in 2011. Heis an
extremely worthy recipient of this honour,’
she finished.

Congratulations to both and to find out
more, see www.chichester.ac.uk.

WOODWORKING & WOODTURNING SHOW
Charnwood will be running their
woodworking and woodturning show on
Saturday 20 August at their premises in
Leicestershire. You can enjoy free entry, free
parking, a free barbecue as well as show
discounts on all Charnwood machinery,
woodturning blanks, Robert Sorby chisels
and Chestnut finishing products.

Les Thorne will be demonstrating
woodturning; Ryan Davenport will be turning
some pens; members of Coombe Abbey
Woodturners will be present as well as
tools and sharpening demonstrations from
Robert Sorby.

For more details and directions, see
www.charnwood.net.
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correct angle e Saves

FLOW BAG cost of new drills 352
MODEL MOTOR RATE  CAP. EXC.VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
CDE35B 750W 450 M3/h 56Lirs £129.98 ESKEY  \AC Kit includes:

CDE7B__750W_850 M3/h 114Ltrs £149.98 fayLK:/]

* Height adjustable stand with clamp e Rotary tool

V 2 xNi-Cd_£59.98 BIAEEY o 1m flexible drive * 40x accessories/consumables

V 2 x Li-lon £84.99 b1 K::]

ke PRICE CUT
4

£4 Q.99
CLEANERS o \, Stainless STAPLE/ 1855 . pun big 3 phase
« Compact, high g~ B “Steel NAIL GUNS ‘22.‘»‘% woodworking « Powerful, bench mounted
performance K FI ;\i:I/sT:SI:l; ;’éﬂ‘;‘:& machines : disc sander ¢ 900W 4
wet & dry 4

tough moul

vacuum cleaners ough moulded case

l- s STATIC PHASE

 No load
disc speed:

from 1 phase
supply

Einhell RT-PL82 850W 3mm £49.98 Exi:R:]
[B&D KW750K - GB 750W 2mm _ £57.99 ¥k

for use around the home, w & * Variable 1490rpm
workshop, garage etc. CONSN18LI - output power *305mm
MODEL  MOTOR CAPACITY EXC. INC. = to match HP Disc Dia.
of motor to (1 x 60 grit -
) CVAC20P _ 1250W ! 1 | be run sanding disc :
MODEL [T [CVAC20SS™ 1400W . ROTARY s =y ncluded)
M OTOR OF CUT CVAC255S™ 1400W X ! . ey PHASE e exiration
. CVAC30SSR™1400W g
larke CEP1 650W  2mm  £23.99 EwXNL) . STAPLES IN STOCK ‘iglollﬁliggcsx :

: ’ .79 3 1PH TO 400V 3PH :
QUALITY CAST # ; STAPLE/NAIL EXC. INC. | MODEL MAX.  FUSE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
IRON STOVES TYPE_ GAUGE VAT VAT MOTOR HP SHEET

HUGE CHOICE 2 ESNG1*  Flectric  22/18  £18.99 £22.79] [PC20  2HP 10Amps £209.00FZ3%:1) ﬁ -
OF SASH, ; i CCTag e Cordless pCa035HP20amps s2a0.00fray]  SANDERS o Al
SPRING, SCREW, ) 4.8vNi-MH 2218  £24.99 £29.99 HP__ 32Amps £209.00FRK1

Z : CON300
spg_s:ns%nn . ESNG2 _ Flectric  18/18 £39.98FZHA] CIRCULAR SAWS
s 18v Lithium-lon 18/18 _£99.983R X - FROM ONLY
. £ .99
1}%,'.’,.. and professional = MODEL SHEET SIZE MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CAPACITY BELT saws o Ideal - - & oL |C0S200 190X90mm  150W £13.99 R[NE)
SANDERS for bevel -7 CON300 230X115mm__330W__£32.99 XA
M:

> cutting ! akita 112X102mm  200W £54:99 £65.99
® WORKBENCH © Ideal for surface removal, | (0-45°) /% ; BO04555*

« Includes bench dogs and guide holes for [ s PORTABLE
variable work positioning 2 Heavy Duty Vices ABRASIVE SANDING " i - | " THICKNESSER
o Large storage draw e Sunken tool trough BELTS IN STOCK i n - ~

f

S
~
N
\

520x620x855mm |

cap. 125mmand g ]
e '

. , 250mm wide
Includes ‘ 3 =1  Planing depths [
laser guide & i : 1 adjustable

‘ _— from 0-2.5mm |

r . » = 1 © Powerful

EE%EO (';H A . MODEL  MOTOR MAX CUT

© LXWxH 1
- —

90/45
(mm) _EXC.VAT INC.VAT

AChrsTock £238i%% 1 1858 1200W  65/44 £34.99 BIACT]
] OV i ’ MODEL __ MOTOR M/MIN EXC.VAT INC.VAT X :
- 1) g Clarke BS1T 900W 380  £29.98 WEi] CON185*# 1600W  60/40 £54.99 £65.99
(.\-J : Clarke CBS2 1200W 480  £69.08 jgkiy | CCS2__ 1300W 60745 £50.98 FjK
’ - i Makita 9911 650W 75-270 £94.99FSNKKEN % was £68.39 inc.VAT

» OSCILLATING

] - ] CPT800
o VG BENCH S L 205, Harke r - Provides exceptigg%glllys gﬁivelpaER
SHELVING BENCHES  in minutes using only a o PLANERS & et L
— i THICKNESSERS ¥ edges & narrow inner curves
B BUY o Dust collection COBS1

port e Inc. 6

o |deal for
DIY & sanding sleeves

Hobby use .

» Dual purpose 7 330m tale

GHoIGE 0F 5 coLourRs WRll IRCIATUURINENINY " FROM ONLY height  16mm

D D D D B g‘nslg:r]g ol oscillating

RED, BLUE, BLACK, i y stroke

SILVER & GALVANISED b k.

(evenly (evenly ALSO STEEL MODEL PLANING MAX THICK. EXC. INC.

distributed) WM | eyrrawioe |MODEL  DIMS WIDTH _ CAPACITY VAT VAT
Strong 12 mm{ S A WxDxH(mm) EXC.VATING.VAT | PT600 6" 120mm_£169.98 E2{IEX:T]

fibreboard UNITS TR £35.98 CPT800 8" 120mm £199.98 F¥ECKI]
YOI T [350ka 900x400x1800 £49.08 eI CPT1000 WP 10" 120mm £269.98 Frakis




> 10" (254MM) SLIDING GRE_AT wa m, EB

> COMPOUND
MITRE SAW

* For fast, accurate
cross, bevel & mitre
cutting in most hard
& soft woods

CATALOGUE

* 1800W mator ; L w e — For hard-to-find, yer
T 4 a specialist items oV ”
depth of cut e Sl o - visit the

: { Ao
o | trw PRICECUTS & [ s
CcMSs10S2 section on NEW PRODUCTS %

i 22
n. B machinemart.co.uk

ITRE SAWS ¥ y
- zyora Glarke
v A MORTISING

o ™ . TC-SB200
Glarke —t rl

Top Quality Bandsaws - ideal

for professional workshop use.
MACHINE Strong steel body with solid cast
d;egcggggtril¥eccr:saslg: BENCH o’ | iron table featuring induction
; . 3 motors
» Table size 150 x || BANDSAWS §| ; » Table tilts 45° « Adjustable blade

340mm e Max. chisel

FROM ONLY guide e Supplied with stand, 4TPI
stroke 76mm 28, wood cutting blade, rip fence, mitre
* Robust cast iron base § | = 7 ) guide, mitre gauge and push stick
& column ensures 11925, — :

TC-SM 2534 G - stability & accuracy

. : « 95mm depth of cut || * Produce fast, |=1
Range of Mitre saws and blades in stock precise mitre & P
INC. longitudinal cuts ."P -
BORE (mm) DEPTH/CROSS VAT VAT — * Cuts in wood, : -
0 55/120mm  £56.99 REETKL) CHISELS " fast and accurate with a good solidf  plastic, etc. - 3 M%;’f;ﬂzn auick
¢ GUIDE

AVAILABLE FRom | BB eE vqlue for money.” THROAT
EPATRERE £143.98 1\ £8.39 INc var JEETTAUTECINCKIINY \oDEL  MOTOR  SIZE  EXC.VAT INC.VAT
N TC-SB200 180W 8"  £99.98 ERLL:!]
75/340mm £159.98 E5LLEL] MITRESAW STA’IWF“ CBS190 350W  7.5"  £114.99 BAkyA:)

95/130mm £199.98 ErXLET]

.
= % A
FRGEC Glarke = S TENSIONINGIL

DRILL PRESSES
9.

DETAIL ey £ ™ o Ran isi
d ge of precision

SANDERS siiﬂ/mﬁ]kgﬁgg;}n;):‘}, bench & floor presses for

© Inc. outriggers & rollers enthusiast, engineering &

industrial £538:2

o Perfect for smooth and fine finishing along FOLDING MITRE SAW applications LTLA
with hard to reach areas or curved 57“;#. ;’i‘ f;’g%’g A ’fg"%_m Srr
surfaces

)
et W& 5™ copis2e REMOVABLE
plI"IZE MULTI FUNCTION & - gench mourtes
TOOL WITH ACCESSORY KIT  F = Fioor standing
« Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, V= Variable speed ]
chiselling & much more ® 250W motor MOTOR (W) EXC.  INC. ’ MODEL THROAT DEP MAX CUT 90° MAX CUT 45°

|y

RELEASE
FENCE

DRIVE-BELT)

o~ o DUST TRAY FLEXIBLE
b LED
WORKLIGHT

P102B 350/5 £69.98 F:kK:\:8

D

DP152B 450/ X .08}

DP202B 450/16 £159.98 5 K] ROUTER
DP10B_ 370/ ! I -

CMFT250

DPSEB  350/5  £59.98 B4R’ CBS350 _ 340mm/14" 225mm 160mm
MODEL  WATTS EXC.VAT INC.VAT

* Variable speed i SPEEDS VAT VAT CBS300  305mm/12" 165mm 115mm
AT .
215 £44:3%

B0W__£24.99 BEL)

* Powerful
heavy duty
13" MINI machines

WOOD LATHE ; % CRT-1 ideal for

Router not  trade and
included = DIY use

FROM

£4 Bt ’ O « Converts o o
. your router i VP
“DIY #Professional CJS380 CWL325V into a stationary router ” - el 8:152 ,51’5‘;-‘5",':,5,5
MODEL POWER : DEPTH « Ideal for enthusiasts/ '* table » Suitable for most Sl worTH oveR £20
(RSN 2L | hobbyists with small workshops routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate) -
(MR « 325mm distance between centres o 200mm "
Clarke CJS380°  420W_55/6mm £12.9%3 1850 | max. turning capacity (dia) * 0.2HP motor Clarke 12
Clarke CON750#%  750W_80/10mm_£24.98 1K) v € DOVETAIL JiIG
Bosch PST700E* _ 500W _70/4mm £44.9LxR:L] » SCROLL SAWS * Simple, easy to set up & use for producing a

Einhell RT-JS 85€»750W 85/5mm £49.98841K:1] variety of joints e Cuts work pieces with a
FROM ONLY thickness of 8-32mm e Includes a 1/2" comb

BISCUIT JOINTER template guide

«11000rpm Operating Speed
© 860W Motor  14mm Cutting < - | | 6"drystone.

5 BENCH GRINDERS |

ICDP352F 550/16 £199. . =T  Stands come complete with bolt mountings
CDP350V_550/V X ) = BOSCH[ | ' and feet anchor holes
CDP502F 1100/ 12 . . ; - i i - P

FROM ONLY

£3 5%

£ .98 & holes for ) |~ CBGBW features
83t bench mounting . i 8" whetstone &

Depth e Inc. dustbag | « 50mm . = | # With sanding belt
and storage case | max cut thickness / - y==_ ? +was £67.19inc.VAT CBGGRP

* Air-blower removes | S F g " A L S VIODEL
~ dust from cutting area 1 - e = 5

M Table tilts 0-45°  CSS16V e MODEL ! CBG6RP

BEE L ; - CDTJ12 | W) __(mm) CBG6RZ

P|MODEL _ MOTOR _RPM VAT . CR1C* 1200 0-50  £39.98 WLVALY | [CBGERSC

£83.98 X ; Bosch 1400 0-55  £79.98 @LLELY | |CBGESB#

PRO 150mm _ £39.98
PRO  150mm _£49.98

CSS16V  120W 400-1700 £79.988Es:5K:1} i POF1400ACE CBGGRWC  HD
TH-SSA405E 1200W 400-1600 £79.988 LT A CR2 2100 0-60 _£109.98 BEIK:], |CBGBW (wet)t HD 150/200mm £49.98 £59.
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Woodcarving
Open Day

23rd & 24th September

with respected carvers Peter Berry

and Mike Painter.

Take your carving to the next level. Free
Benefit from discounted lime Elltl'v and
blanks, we have huge stocks to Free

choose from. .
- Parking

~ ga
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‘_ ’ TOOLS AND MACHINERY

www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

you can order online now
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WE ARE EASY TO FIND:
172 miles from the M6, J40.
Take the A66 towards Keswick,
turn left at first roundabout,
follow the Brown Signs to

The Alpaca Centre.
G&S SPECIALIST TIMBER
The Alpaca Centre, Snuff Mill Lane, Stainton, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 OES.
Tel: 01768 891445. Fax: 01768 891443. email: info@toolsandtimber.co.uk

Open 8am to 5pm daily.
10am to 5pm Saturday.
Closed Sunday.
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& Woodturner

BECOME PART OF THE
ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR

THEWOODWORKER MAGALZINE

Get access to exclusive
competitions and giveaways

Exclusive articles and advice from
professionals

Join our forum and make your views
count

Sign up to receive our monthly
newsletter

Subscribe and get additional
content including Online Archiv
dating back to 2007*

Register for free today and join our
friendly community!

*only available with digital or print + digital subscriptions

WWW.GETWOODWORKING.COM
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Mailbox WOODWORK

Please note that all
digital photos need to be
greater than 1MB in size

to guarantee sufficiently
good reproduction for
the printed page

In your own write...

Here are just some of the latest letters we've received since the last issue. Drop us a line on paper or via screen and keyboard to add your
voice to the woodworking crowd; you might be one of the lucky few who will manage to get their hands on a coveted Woodworker badge!

Woodworker

& Woodturner

SNAIL MAIL OR EMAIL?

You can write to us at The Woodworker, MyTimeMedia Ltd, Suite 25, Eden House, Enterprise Way,
Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF or send an email to mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

ONE BIG WOODWORKING FAMILY

Hi Mark,
While browsing in WHSmith the other day
| came across a copy of The Woodworker,
which triggered off some lovely memories
of my father. He was a fireman and often
made many useful things between shifts
at the fire station.

I grew up in a flat on the second floor of
a council housing estate in Liverpool. One
of the best things he made was this beautiful
fridge, which he built on the kitchen table
while my mother was at work and we were
at school. The fridge was featured in your
magazine at least 60 years ago and gave
details of where to buy all of the working
parts. I remember huge slabs of cork,
which were used for insulation.

The fridge came out very well, which was
amazing because my dad was completely
self-taught from your magazine and had

BANDSAW BLUES

Hi Mark,

| often have difficulty with my bandsaw
and am sure that the problem is me

rather than the saw. | have sawn a slice
off a piece of holly: the depth of the cut is
approximately 75mm. | used a 6mm blade
with 4tpi, my fence is set up square to the
blade and the blade is square to the table.
While sawing through the wood, the width
of cut started to increase so that the piece
of wood ended up substantially thicker

at one end than the other. Why does this
happen? The blade has given a rather rough
cut with a distinctive pattern. Why did the
blade give such a rough cut?

I do have a book on bandsaws but it offers
no suggestions as to what blade might be
good for different types of wood and different
thicknesses, and shows no photographs

Don't forget, we're always keen to see your photos, so please don't hesitate to send them in if you've snapped something of interest recently.
Email me at the usual address: mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

grown up in the docks and went to sea when

he was 12. We had the fridge for 15 years and

it never went wrong and we didn't even have
to change the light bulb!

I hope | haven't bored you or wasted your
time, but I would really like to know if you can
trace this article through your records and pu
a date on it for me.

Yours sincerely, Ruth Garnett

Hi Ruth,
Here's a scan of the article your father would

have read back in April 1952 — hope you enjoy

it! Thanks for writing in; it's the sort of thing

that underlines the whole Woodworker ethos:

we're just one big family joined by a love of
making things.
(To find out more about the fridge build,

see our archive feature on page 46). W
—

of example cuts, either. Are you able to help?
Many thanks,
Jason Townsend

Hi Jason,

Making a thicknessing cut on the bandsaw is
a lot harder than you would expect (as I'm sure
you've found out), and nine times out of 10 it's
the saw that's at fault. There are a few factors
to be considered, including size and power of
the machine (bigger is generally better in these
matters); blade tension (tighter is better than
looser); blade support bearings, etc,, but the
most important two are:

1. Quality and sharpness of the blade.

A good quality blade will always give better
results, especially if it's nice and sharp.

2. Set of the fence. We've run articles on
setting up a bandsaw a few times in recent
years, but the most important thing is the

GET IN TOUCH!
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Ruth’s daughter raiding the fridge
circa 1969

making of a test cut on the saw and observing
the natural drift’ of the cut. This is often only
a matter of a couple of degrees from true at
most, but if you set your fence to match it
exactly (i.e. slightly out of square from the
front edge of the table), then the next time
you use it the results should be a vast
improvement on what you've been
experiencing. | hope these basic tips will

be of help and we all wish you good luck
and safe woodworking.

Mark

ﬂ- }- T '—. ———

This photo highlights the trouble Jason has
been experiencing when bandsawing holly

Sl e oo




WOODWORK Riding stables

CUTTING LIST

6mm plywood

Front & back A & B: 140 x 300
Ends A & B: 150 x 196
Roof A & B: 165 x 300
Floor A & B: 150 x 300
Internal walls B: 82 x 146
Box sides B: 107 x 139
Box back B: 101 x 150
Box floor B: 139 x 196

3mm plywood
Beams A & B:

150 x 196

Note: remember to check all
measurements as you go along and

cut the pieces as each is required rather
than all in one go because there will
always be a little discrepancy; it is better
to cut slightly oversize and then sand to
achieve a good fit if there is any doubt

m The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

Horsing around

lan Wilkie makes these two charming stable blocks
using birch plywood, which would make ideal gifts
for grandchildren with a love of all things equestrian

MATERIALS REQUIRED

| have chosen to use birch plywood for
the stables; it is expensive but the project
has been designed to make good use

of each sheet and very little material is
wasted. Birch plywood is a pleasure to
cut and work with and produces a strong,
splinter-free building that is not too heavy
for a child to lift and move

4 sheets of 6mm-thick birch plywood:
300 x 600mm

1 sheet of 3mm-thick birch plywood:
300 x 600mm

6 lengths of hardwood: 12 x 6 x
600mm

Bamboo cocktail sticks

6 small hinges with pins or screws

6 small magnets (optional)

PVA adhesive & epoxy resin

Acrylic paints and varnish

Note that all measurements are in mm

he riding stables are designed to
I appeal to children in the 5-11 age

group; this project is not intended
for the under 3s. The horses shown in the
photos are on average 115mm high, and
125mm long from nose to tail; a standing
figure is T00mm tall and this is the scale
| have used. The stables comprise two
identically sized buildings, which can go
side by side or separately and enable two
children to play together. One block has
three stalls for the horses with opening
doors (Block A). The second block is a
tack room, which has a storage drawer
(Block B). The drawer is designed to
encourage children to put away all the
horses and their accessories, but it slides
out completely during play. Both blocks
have drop-in roofs to give access to
the interior. | have deliberately not made
the stables too high so that they can be
stored on a shelf or even under the bed.
Keep all the offcuts of ply to make extras
such as a horse trough, jumps and so on,
which will add considerably to the play
value. All the pieces shown in the project,
from the little handles on the stable doors
through to the roof panels, were cut out
using the scrollsaw. [l
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block B
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Fig.1 Stable drawing 1 Fig.2 Ends A&B Fig.3 Storage Block B & internal walls - Block A

It is well worth taking the
trouble to orbitally sand
both sides of a sheet of
ply before starting work;
this will allow you to
achieve a very fine finish

! - o e
. %
1 ///I"
‘ 4 Z

Measure the height and length of the horses you are going to use and
make any adjustments on the plan for the door heights and the width
of the stalls if necessary

Using the dimensions

on the drawings, draw out
the front, back and sides
for Block A & B on 6mm
plywood. Cut out the
pieces with straight edges
that make up the four
walls of Block A and the
four walls of Block B. Drill
a small hole at the corner
of each door and window,
insert the blade and cut to
each hole before stopping
and changing direction

so that the corners are
crisp. Keep the cut-out
door pieces because they
will be needed

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016

| use an Excalibur scrollsaw fitted with a No.7 Olson reverse-tooth
blade. The scrollsaw is mounted on a stand and | sit on a stool at

a comfortable height. | have a bright LED light which | can position
wherever | want it, and to me this is an essential piece of equipment




WOODWORK Riding stables

Cutting straight edges on the scrollsaw is not
difficult with practice. It may be necessary to
true up the edge with a plane or sanding disc
or a long Perma-Grit block is excellent. Tidy
up cut edges with fine abrasive, making sure
that all whiskers are removed

7

I have used a router to rebate the plywood
for jointing and this produces a strong
building; however, if you do not have a router
it is not a problem - just use butt joints.

Set a router in the overhead mode with a
6mm two-flute parallel cutter. Rout rebates
on the inside as follows: 6mm wide x 3mm
deep along the bottom of the backs and
fronts; 9mm wide x 3mm down the sides;
and 6mm wide x 3mm deep on the bottom
inside of the side panels. Note: | like to use
the router overhead so that | can see exactly
what | am doing. The guard has been
removed for clarity. The door cut-outs can
be routed with vertical grooves to represent
planks or they can be scribed after painting

p ;
7 4§

At this stage do a dry-run and clamp up the

8

Refer to the drawing and cut four side pieces

'—hh

Separate, clean up and sand well. Mask

pieces to make sure the parts go together
correctly and make any adjustments if
necessary. Note at this stage that there

is an overlap at the ends of the fronts and
backs; this is to allow enough thickness
for the beam panels

for the beams from the 3mm plywood sheet.
Stack them together and bind with tape. Glue
the pattern for the beams on the top of the
stack in the usual way and drill all the entry
holes before commencing to cut out

off the areas where the glue is going to be
applied and paint the outside side walls in
white; paint the beams black. When the paint
is dry, glue each beam panel to a wall; make
a stack of four and place a heavy weight on
top while the glue cures

Glue similar
stripwood
grooves to the
back wall of
Block A and line
them up to match
the front. This
photo shows

the rebates
described earlier

10

Cut six pieces of stripwood for Block A and glue them either side

of the stable doors on the inside so that they overlap to give a door
frame width of 6mm. Make the frames wide enough so that when
glued in position, a 6mm groove is formed between the doors to take
the dividing walls at a later stage. Leave the glue to cure with a heavy
weight on top to prevent the frames moving. | cleaned up and painted

several old Imperial weights acquired from junk shops over the years
and these come in very handy for lots of tasks!

Paint the back and fronts for both blocks masking off any area with
tape where a beam is going to be glued on
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This is my setup for very accurate fine-scale
drilling and comprises a Proxxon drill stand,
a compound table and a Proxxon drill

Work out which way you want the stable
doors to open so that they will not bang
together and after checking the correct
height with your horse, cut each door in half.
The hinges will have either pins or small
screws and you may well find that they are
too long, in which case the protruding ends
will need trimming and flattening on the
inside. A little epoxy resin will help to secure
them. Putting on the hinges is a challenging
stage and some patience will be needed! The
doors can be held shut with small magnets
drilled into the door frame and in the back
of each door. Add handles to the top doors

Cut a window frame with four panes for the front of Block B. For the barred windows in the
back wall of Block A, stack and tape up two layers of stripwood 9 x 9 x 750mm long and cut

to make the top and bottom frames. If you have also decided to put windows in the back wall
of Block B you will need more bars. Drill 3mm diameter holes along the strip to take five thin
dowels (cocktail sticks or skewers are ideal). Put glue on the ends of the dowel and assemble;
a little jig helps to hold the bars accurately while the glue cures. Trim off any excess dowel and
glue the window bars in position on the inside of the back wall. This could be done in one long
strip but it is a little trickier to keep everything in order!

Stack and tape three offcuts of 6mm plywood
and draw out a pair of shapes for the feeder
sides and mark the positions for 6 x 3mm
diameter holes. Drill first and then cut out.
Insert lengths of thin dowel to complete the
feeder and trim off the ends

prefer. Slide in the two internal walls between the stalls in Block A from below. The floors are
cut a little oversize because some adjustment is nearly always required with a plane or abrasive
until the base fits neatly into the rebates

The arched cut-out from the front of Block

B forms the front of the storage box and

is painted and scribed so that it resembles
double doors with two strong handles. Note
that the bottom of the door front is level with
the rest of the building and butts against the
floor as it slides in so it is 6mm deeper than
the rest of the box. Cut the sides and base,
then glue and cramp up and varnish to finish.
Two battens glued to the floor of Block B help
to guide the box smoothly into place
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WOODWORK Riding stables

Cut a length of stripwood to go along the inside back and front walls
to give the roof support. Plane the front edge of the back support
at a slight angle to match the side walls. Glue the strips 6mm down
from the top edge so that the surface is flush when the roof panel is
inserted. Cut out the two roof panels a little oversize and plane and
sand them until they sit neatly in the roof space. They can be painted,
textured, papered or scribed to represent tiles

o

Shape the clock tower from a solid block and cut the base at an angle
to sit on the front roof panel. Glue a suitable printed clock face to the
front and screw in position. | see it is nearly 3:10pm, which means it
is time to stop for a cup of tea!

The completed riding stables should look something like this

m The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com
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Woodland Ways 4

Specialist Minimum Ilmpact Forestry & Coppiced Crafts Est. 2001

The course is based at Woodland Ways yard in

beautiful SSSI woodland in Worcestershire.

F

You will be guided by David Llewellyn, a full time
woodsman who started his own business in 2001 making
traditional woodland crafts. He has since developed his
business to incorporate woodland management and forestry
and is well respected locally fulfilling contracts for The
wildlife Trust, Natural England, The Environment Agency
as well as many private customers.

The course is run at the pace of the individual with time taken

to ensure each person is at the right place at the same time,
Starting by selecting your timber you are taken through the
process of constructing your own gate hurdle, including cleaving
with wedges, cleaving with a froe and using a draw knife whilst
using the various jigs around the yard to work your wood.

A

K.

There is also the opportunity to split hazel and
weave a wattle panel as part of the group. It is
a two-day course starting at 9am and ending
around 5pm. Our vard is located in the grounds
of The Frank Chapman Centre and we can
recommend accommodation il it is required.

What's included in the price?
All tools and materials are included as well
as endless cups of tea and coffee

Please bring your own lunch. l/ "o

You will need outdoor
clothing & sturdy footwear.

Course Length: Two days
(%am - 5pm)
Price: £180.00 (includes VAT)

Course dates are flexible:

Please get in touch for the next available date,
call Sian or David on: 01299 400565
email: david@woodlandways.net

or see our webhsite:
www.woodlandways.net
Park End, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY 12 2TY

tllesandhamco uk
Sbillesandbates.co. ul‘

T




WOODWORK stiles and Bates _

Taking advantage of a warm spring day,
Andy King ventures over to Dover to
visit the premises of ‘the woodturning
people’ - long-established family
business Stiles and
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THE

WOODTURNING PEOPLE

he UK has long been described
I as a nation of shopkeepers, and

taking a drive in an unfamiliar
area it's often no surprise to see shops
of all kinds in all manner of places and
Stiles and Bates certainly fit that bill
welll Tucked away out in the sticks
of Dover, the Stiles and Bates shop is
based on a working agricultural farm.

Most farms normally sell things

associated with the produce they grow
or farm, but not here! In a range of
outbuildings there's a working sawmill
as well as a shop that offers anything and
everything you might need as a woodturner,
from lathes to tools and all the associated
peripherals, including a massive range of
timber blanks, Stiles and Bates stock it,
and up until recently there was also a
successful woodturning school run by
Dave Bates, but time constraints and the
continued success of the business has
meant this particular avenue has been
halted. So taking advantage of a lovely
spring day, | went along to find out the
background and story of the company.

From farming to woodturning

The farm was purchased in the 1930s

by the Stiles family and Dave became
involved some years later after he married
into the family. But of course farming and
woodturning aren’t normally associated
together, so | asked Dave about his
involvement and the stockpiles of timber
dotted all around, either as huge boles
awaiting milling, or planked up and in
stick under cover.

‘| started using a lathe when | was about
nine years old,” Dave told me, “it was always
there and turning was easy, as everything is
when you're a kid. No bowls because they
were laminated from hand planed blocks,
so it was just spindle work — handles,

a fishing rod butt to fit to a World War I
tank aerial, a rounders bat and suchlike.”

Dave continues to tell me that as
school-leaving age approached, his careers
master told him that he should find a job
writing for a living, but Dave wanted to learn
arboriculture: “There was no such work
locally so | started as a trainee on a local

plant nursery. | ended up self-employed at
19 with a plan to do landscape gardening
and bought a chainsaw as part of the kit.
With work slow, cutting chestnut coppice
for fencing or pulp was a means to some
income and | just fell in love with the job.”
Dave ended up concentrating on pulp and
timber felling and had a couple of fellers
working for him when his father-in-law
asked him if he'd like to take up farming.

Dave continues to tell me that:

“After giving up tree felling in 1979 to

join my wife's family farm, | first started
accumulating timber for my own use
during the early '80s. The so-called ‘Great
Storm of 1987’ gave me an opportunity
to add to this pile and although timber
prices were on the deck just like the trees,
| offered the pre-storm prices and for two
years the phone kept ringing.”’

Although by now Dave had a ridiculously
large pile of milled timber, when asked if
he planned on selling some, he replied: “No,
this is my wet-day and retirement stash.”

Sometime later, he began selling some
to recover his costs, being sure to leave
a prize squirrel pile for himself, and when
asked if he planned to open a shop, he
replied: “No, | just want to be the little guy
on the corner selling a few bits of wood
and yarning with woodturners and
woodworkers.”

But on seeing that there was an obvious
market for the timber stocks he now had,

Just one of the many stacks of logs dotted around the farm!
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Dave eventually opened a shop in one of the
family’s old farm buildings, which was back
in September 1996: “| was then asked about
the huge stocks of timber that was evident
around every corner — there was enough to
build a battleship, let alone sink it!”

Starting the business

“With a timber business that started as

a small diversification on the farm,” Dave
tells me, “we now have one larger than

the farm business, employing a mixture of
seven full-time workers including the family
partners, but there is a huge difference
between harvesting or salvaging timber

for the workshop and keeping a continuous
chain of supply in planks and blanks.’

Dave says that one thing remains the same,
however: “Exploring the grain or figure of
each plank as it is taken from the sawmill,
and no matter how many trees must have
been processed here by now, just when

we think we have any type of timber
sussed out, one comes in to undo all the
accumulated wisdom we think we have!”

Milling timber

I went on to ask Dave about how they

go about sourcing all the timber they mill,
to which Dave replied: “We try to buy our
round timber locally, mainly in our home
county of Kent but also from neighbouring
counties. We buy from managed estates,
farms, local tree surgeons and fellers and
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Within the outbuildings there’s a milling shop
to convert planks

sometimes from building developments.”
“Occasionally,” Dave continues, “we buy
planks and round timber in from Europe.”

So does that mean they use a piece of
equipment along the lines of a Wood-Mizer
to convert the stock to planks? Dave tells
me that initially, they started by hiring in
a Trekkasaw mobile sawmill, then found
a local company with a Forester Tom
Sawyer machine. “This machine is no
longer manufactured but we managed to
find the very one we used to hire; by this
time working in Scotland — and bought it,”
says Dave. “It allows us to mill anything we
need to any dimension to meet a customer
requirement, not just the normal standard
plank thicknesses and widths you find
stocked by many timber mills”

Dave's son, Pete, is the sawmiller and
learned to make the right cuts very quickly,
as Dave recalls: “Considering that one of
his first jobs aged five was painting the
ends of sticked timber with his older sister,
it is no surprise.”

Before joining the family business,

Pete worked for 10 years as a mechanical
engineer after serving an intense five-year
apprenticeship and his skills and need for
tidiness and order have been a boon to
the business.

| had a brief chat with Dave and Pete
about the timbers they mill themselves
and what is involved. They tell me that the
job of processing is little changed over the
years, and despite the obvious heavy lifting
machinery at their disposal, the job still
entails much physical work. “As well
as the sawmill, we currently use four
bandsaws for specific jobs, a radial arm
and planer/thicknesser, but the single
machine we rely upon most is our Manitou
telescopic forklift, which we bought new
in 1985 to move everything around easily
and efficiently, and it's still going strong.”

So what decisions are made when
it comes to buying a felled tree for
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Outside is the ‘Tom Sawyer’ logging saw that

is operated by Pete

conversion? Dave and Pete say that when
they are buying any trees they normally
stick with ones they know haven't been
abused so they can be pretty sure they
don't encounter any foreign objects.
“This means that if there's one that's been
growing in a garden it could quite easily
be full of nails or other bits of metal where
generations of families have hung washing
lines, built tree houses or other such things
that have become embedded,” they tell me.
If the saw hits one of these it can be
very expensive, not just from down time,
but also the damage it does to the tipped
bandsaw blades they use. That's not to say
they won't buy one-offs from a garden but
it has to be something special as well as
viable to transport to their premises: “If it's
local we will pick it up ourselves, but further
afield, the costs of hiring a suitable lorry
as well as loading it on, etc. affects our
decision. A lot of the time it just won't be
cost effective”

Home spalting

So with all the stock carried by Stiles and
Bates, is there a timber that is more popular
than others? Apparently not. Dave explains
that they stock most common native
hardwoods so they can cater for any
‘flavour of the month’ scenario, but they

do sell a lot of spalted timber, as the
woodturners “love it” And the best bit of
all? They spalt their own! Dave explains
that they set aside trunks in an area of

the yard that has plenty of shade and
remains humid and moist to encourage
the spalting process: “If we could find a
way of obtaining a reliable spalted timber
year after year, we could probably make a
living out of this alone but so much is down
to chance and weather”

So aside from being able to spalt, with
the ability to mill their own timber, does
this allow them to get the best from any
timber they source? Dave explains that they

Pete can be seen here planking up a trunk
of yew

generally cut through and through but
occasionally quarter saw, especially
if they can obtain plane or large oak.

But once cut, it obviously needs to
season sufficiently before it can be
sold for use in turning or furniture —
what's the deal in this area?

“When we can,” says Dave, “we prefer
to air dry over a few years but the pressure
of supply means we have to use a
dehumidifier kiln on some batches to speed
the job up. We aim to dry down to only 14%
moisture content given that most of our
timber is cut into woodturning blanks, and
discs in particular are less kind to turn at
the lower mc that furniture makers prefer”

Turning heaven

The mill is certainly well geared up for
machining any stock whether planked or
bought in — there are exotics available as

This beautiful piece of elm shows some of
the stunning timber available
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A separate outbuilding is used for the
seasoned planks for sale

well as the native hardwoods milled on
site, and any turning blanks, whether bowl|
or spindle, are all wax sealed on site to
keep them in premium condition prior to
use. And then there’s the shop itself; if
you love woodturning, you'll love it here!

The main shop has turning tools, kits,
accessories, chucks, lathes, abrasives and
finishes from all the major suppliers and
manufacturers, and look to the right and
you're in turning heaven!

A corridor the full length of the shop is
given over to blanks in all shapes and sizes
and species with two racks housing pen
blanks in exotic timbers and a huge range
of acrylics. If you are in the area and are
an avid woodturner, this is definitely a ‘one
stop shop'.

But of course, the location doesn't offer
much chance of passing trade, even though
there is a regular flow of visitors and Dave

While within the shop all sorts of square
blanks are available...

is quick to point this out: “It amazes us
how far people will travel to deal with us
but over the years, the biggest change has
undoubtedly been the use of computers,
both in the business, by customers through
our website, through social media and
wood-related forums, so we have to have
a good online presence to compete.” “Even
so," Dave says, “we still publish and send
out a yearly catalogue to our customer
database and 2016 saw us issue our 16th
annual catalogue.”

Although it is expensive to produce and
mail, and despite the trend among some
suppliers to go ‘paperless’ in this internet
age, they find this to be the most useful
way of informing customers as well as
gaining new customers.

From my own point of view, the Stiles
and Bates catalogue is markedly different to
others out there. It does, of course, have page

... and the occasional round one - not a
bad selection!

after page of product to salivate over, but

at the back are pages of ‘how to’ information
and instruction on turning techniques, all

of which makes it a valuable reference source
in its own right.

Despite being a small setup, the Stiles and
Bates business is on very solid foundations
and being able to offer a complete service
sets them apart from the standard stores
out there. And of course, the beautiful
location and surroundings are far better
than the faceless industrial estates of
many businesses nowadays, which is
an additional bonus in my book! [Tl

FURTHER INFORMATION

To browse their website and to check

out their impressive range of tools, timber
and turning supplies for yourself, see
www.stilesandbates.co.uk
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WOODWORK Technical curves

2

Approaching the end of the
build, it's time to make

a simple panelled door,

fit some shelves and tidy
things up a bit before
considering the final finish

a semi-finished state and, at the time of

writing this, it's still not entirely completed,
but is now just awaiting a paint job. As is the
nature of most domestic projects, a different
timescale is involved from that of a strictly
commercial enterprise; it's a slightly more
elastic one that can give a bit in response
to other more pressing family matters.

I n the last issue we left the wardrobe in
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One door opens...

Every wardrobe needs a door of some kind,
and a simple panelled version is often the
best to go for. Not only does it add something
in terms of visual interest, but it also offers

a degree of flexibility; in this case the chance
to fit a mirror into the central panel. This

is always a popular item in a teenager's
bedroom, and was an influencing factor

in the constructional method and material
finally chosen for the door.

I've found that, for smaller cupboard doors
and the like, jointing them with the Festool
Domino is entirely suitable and makes for
a door which is both serviceable and quick
to produce. For something like this wardrobe
door, though, a degree of strength was
required to house the mirror and support
its weight. In this situation, the only solution

The door elements can be clamped up to
give a guide to the finished appearance

is to employ traditional mortise & tenon
joints throughout.

Straight stock

One of the biggest challenges confronting
the maker of a door is preparing straight
stock for the stiles and rails, as anything

less than this will produce a twisted result.
While seasoned joiners may look on askance,
I've found that a perfectly good door can

be constructed from standard prepared
softwood straight from the rack. Not only

MPLE FITTED
WARDROBE: THE BASICS - PART 2

does this reduce the price and cut down

on machining time, but if you don't possess
a thicknesser anyway it means you can still
go ahead and make a proper door.

It helps if your local timber supplier is the
type which will allow you to carefully select
the boards you want; then it's simply a matter
of chugging through the stock until you find a
sufficient number of straight lengths to make
the parts you need. | always like to get a bit
more than | need so as to give myself a bit
of choice when setting out and selecting the
best pieces for the job in hand.

Spare the rod

It's always a good plan to draw up a
full-scale rod wherever possible, but
sometimes it can be good enough to lay
the component parts out to see how they




Careful marking out is essential; note clamp
to enhance accuracy

5 ) .
Trimming off the tenons and wedges the day
after the glue up

will look. On this door | clamped mine
together and stood the whole thing upright
to give myself a better chance of judging the
proportions (photo 1). Once you're happy,
the work can be marked out (photo 2). For
this you need little more than a sharp pencil,
a square, good light and a clamp or two.
Start by laying all the coarse cut
(i.e. overlength) parts out in a rough
approximation of the finished job, then
clearly mark all the face sides with left,
right, top, bottom, etc. so there is no doubt
about where each piece will go and which
way up it is. Any common component, or
pairs of things, should be marked up as
one to avoid transference errors. First up
are the stiles and the two of them should
be clamped together and the mortises
marked out across the edges. Once the
shoulders are marked for the tenons on all
of the rails, you're pretty much done on a
simple door like this, and actual tool work
can now start. Now is the time to run any
grooves, rebates or mouldings, and it's an
opportunity to get the router out or even
your moulding planes.

March of the machines

For smaller jobs it's often easier to chop
the mortises by hand with a purpose-made
mortise chisel, but if you've got a machine,
however humble, it can really speed things

Even a basic bench mortiser will make a
huge difference to making any kind of
mortise & tenon frame

up and make life easier (photo 3). As long
as you take the time to make sure the chisel
and auger are both sharp, and that the fence
is accurately set, then you should be fine.

As ever, | would always recommend cutting
a test joint; you really don't want to be
duplicating even a small error in set up.

The tenons are all of the through variety,
and | like to put a shoulder all round so you
don't have any gaps showing. The simple
panelled design of this door means that
everything is straightforward, with only the
top and bottom rails needing a haunch.
This helps strengthen a corner joint and is
about as traditional as you can get. As with
many woodworking jobs, there are many
ways to cut a tenon, but the most important
thing is to make sure you do it safely (see
‘safety first’ article on page 42). I like to cut
the face shoulders on my table saw (photo
4), but the rest (i.e. the cheek cuts) should
be done either by hand or on the bandsaw.

Clean up time

However the tenons are formed, they will
always need cleaning up with a sharp
shoulder plane of a suitable size. Fitting

each joint to a sliding fit is imperative, and
you really don't want them too snug or you
will be struggling when you come to glue

up. I've heard joiners advise to ‘leave room
for the glue, but the reality is — especially with

ot L"
With a custom steel Suva guard fitted, this

table saw procedure is as safe as | can make
it; note push-stick

A rail saw makes cutting off the stile horns a
tidy business

softwood - that the timber swells up from
the water in your PVA glue and makes things
considerably tighter than before. So, after
each joint has been fitted to your satisfaction,
take the time to put the whole thing together
in a dry assembly. This will enable you to see
if it will all go together square and free from
wind. It's also good to include the panels in
this dry run as you can often take things

for granted and assume that they will fit;

far better to find out now than later —

oh, and are they clearly marked up?

Be prepared - no, really!
Gluing up can often be a bit tense, so you
want to do everything you can to make things
as easy as possible for yourself. Here's your
checklist:
® Clamps (set to size if possible), plus scraps
for protective blocks
® Glue and brush
® Damp rags
® Rubber mallet or similar harm-free
persuader
® Aclear level surface on which to work
® Wedges for tenons
® No interruptions
If your joint work has been OK, everything
should be fine — just make sure to check for
square and wind again when it's all clamped
up, but before you've driven the wedges in
and walked away.

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016




WOODWORK Technical curves

Short cuts

Cleaning up a door is a nice job, especially

if it doesn't need too much work with the belt
sander. After this one was trimmed of its
horns and tenon ends (photo 5) ready to be
taken to site for hanging, it needed a rebate
forming for the mirror (photo 7). Again, old
hands at this game will no doubt disapprove,
but sometimes corners need to be cut and
the regulation stepped shoulder joints would
have complicated matters beyond the time
and budget available. With the aid of an
adjustable rebate cutter (photo 8), | was able
to make short work of creating the mirror
housing and, after it was fitted, the whole
thing would be covered with a thin panel

of ply and the evidence hidden.

The rebate for the mirror is formed using a
router fitted with a rebate cutter

8|

10

in any wardrobe
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Part of the floor to ceiling ‘shoe shelves’ - a popular feature

Although hanging a cupboard door is not
hugely different from hanging a regular door,
it can be a lot simpler, if only for its lighter
weight. The same setting out procedures
should be followed, except that the hinges

on furniture are always cut into the door edge
only, and then just planted onto the frame.

It's straightforward enough to offer up a loose
hinge to the frame to mark the position, and if
you can rest the bottom corner of the door on
a thin slip of something while you're fitting it,
then things should go nicely.

Then it's just a case of fitting a stop block
and a catch of some kind, and a handle or
knob. One careful finish of your choice later
and you (and hopefully some others) should
be standing back in admiration. Tl

” ,i! v

Cleaning up the carcass corners on site;
a scraper really is an invaluable tool

Detail of my very useful adjustable rebate
cutter from American company Viper

The (almost) finished job; it should almost disappear into the corner
when it's painted to match in
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YEARS

To celebrate their 60th anniversary, Felder are
running a fantastic competition in conjunction with
The Woodworker and Good Woodworking magazines
to find three of the best furniture makers across the
UK - there’s also some fantastic prizes up for grabs

Over the next six months, we will be running this The piece you enter can be any size, from a small
fantastic competition in conjunction with Felder bedside cabinet up to a large wardrobe - the
Group UK to discover who can make the best piece choice is yours! Simply decide on the piece

of furniture. The competition is open to anyone you'd like to make, document the process, then
over the age of 18 regardless of skill level. submit it by following the entry details overleaf.

There is a great range of prizes up for grabs,
divided into first, second and third places: = ' ———n

FIRST PRIZE
A3-26 WITH SILENT-POWER®

SPIRAL CUTTERBLOCK -
WORTH OVER £3,000

The prize for the overall winner
will be a Hammer A3-26 planer/
thicknesser fitted with Felder’s
Silent-Power® spiral cutterblock,
which combine to achieve
striking surface planing and
thicknessing results. The spiral
cutterblock reduces noise by
more than half and ensures
tear-free results while planing

- a great combination for

any workshop. This excellent
prize includes delivery and
commissioning and is worth
over £3,000
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SECOND PRIZE
FAT 300 AND FELDER

WORKTOP SURFACE
MULTIPLEX - WORTH
OVER £1,200

Second prize is the Fat 300
and Felder Worktop surface
Multiplex — a machinery
equipment vehicle that offers
storage assistance, stacking
cart or additional workspace.
The Felder level lifting table is
versatile and offers maximum
stability and simple mobility at
all times. With the solid frame
moving on robust wheels,

the easy-to-use foot pump
hydraulics and the extremely
durable working surface ensures
that stability, manoeuvrability
and a comfortable working
height are always guaranteed

Important information

@ Due to email server size limitations, please ensure to
send low resolution photos. For ease of judging, attach
all photos and text to one email rather than sending
multiple emails, which could potentially get lost

@ Please outline your name, address, age and the
piece of furniture you've entered at the start of the
email (preferably in the subject heading)

@ Please note that finalists must cover the costs

THIRD PRIZE

£100 TOOLING CREDIT

The third prize is £100 tooling
credit, which can be spent on
a wide range of tools and
equipment across the Felder
Group UK range

of transport to the judging ceremony as well as any
costs involved in transporting their piece of furniture
@ Entry is open to UK residents with a permanent
UK address

@ The closing date for entries is 17 February 2017.
Pieces will be judged on Friday 17 March 2017,

so please ensure you are free on that date in case
your entry is chosen as one of the final five

ENTRY DETAILS

To enter the competition, you must
email a selection of step-by-step and
process photos of your hand-made
piece of furniture, which documents

its build from start to finish (no more
than eight photos, please), along with

a short description of the piece and the
processes used to make it (no more
than 500 words, please).

Expert judges
Felder Group UK will
select five finalists
from all those who
enter, each of whom will
be invited to bring their piece
to the Milton Keynes showroom
to be judged by an expert
panel, consisting of master
craftsman and furniture maker,
Peter Sefton; award-winning
furniture and cabinetmaking expert,
John Lloyd; Felder Group UK director,
~ Matthew Applegarth; and Good
Woodworking editor, Tegan Foley

@ All entries should be emailed to tegan.foley@
mytimemedia.com and should be sent no later than 17
February 2017 — postal entries will not be accepted

@ Only one entry per person; multiple entries will be
discarded. Employees of MyTimeMedia Ltd and Felder
Group UK are not eligible to enter this competition

@ To view our competition terms and conditions in full,
please visit www.getwoodworking.com/competitions
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FELDER
60 years of Felder

It was 60 years ago that Johann Felder,
together with his wife Gertaud, founded
Felder as a company. Johann Felder junior
created and worked in his workshop, in
his parents’ home. In the same year, 1955,
they were already presenting the first Felder
woodworking machines at trade fairs all
across Austria.

Strong, down-to-earth and always
ahead of the times — with traditional values,
pioneering machine concepts and high
quality products — the machine engineering
company developed in the following years
from being a specialist for combination
machines only to a complete supplier of
professional woodworking machinery for
workshops, business and industry. With one
of the largest ranges in the industry, Felder

customers are now able to get everything
they need all in one place from one supplier.
60 years later, the Felder Group has
around 400 employees at the company’s
headquarters in Hall in Tirol and is classed
as one of the worldwide leading suppliers
of woodworking machines for hobby,
business and industry. There are more
than 200 sales centres in 72 countries
selling over 150 models from the Hammer,
Felder and Format-4 brands.
In 1997 Felder brought the new brand
— Hammer - to life and it soon asserted
itself with high quality yet affordable
woodworking machines proving highly
successful against cheap products from
the Far East. The success enabled further
expansion of production and assembly
in 1999. The new assembly hall
No.2 increased the capacity by 30%.
Format-4 was introduced in 20071
as the premium brand for the highest
requirements in business and industry
and completed the product range of the
Felder Group in the professional segment.

Workers at the Felder féctory back in 1955

In the years to follow, the product range
was expanded to include CNC processing
centres, edgebanders, beam saws and
heated veneer presses.

FURTHER INFORMATION

To find out more about Felder Group UK,
see details below

®Tel: 01908 635 000

® Web: www.felder-group.co.uk
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WOODWORK Woodworking safety

A guardless blade - a sight you really
don’t want to see

A dangerously modified machine: no guard
and the riving knife has also been removed

My standard setup, with guard and riving
knife in place; note pushstick nearby

m The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

SAFETY
FIRST

Considering the fact that safety should always be at the forefront
of every woodworker’s mind, the Editor discusses the issue
of unguarded machines and how to avoid dangerous practices

aspects of woodworking that will always

pose a risk to the woodworker, and with
sharp tools around it's likely that all of us
will have had a minor accident at some
time or another. While we can shrug off the
occasional cut or nick from a knife or chisel,
anything machine or power tool related is to
be avoided at all costs.

I t goes without saying that there are certain

Guards at the ready
Insurance companies charge the highest
premiums for all of those employed in the
woodworking industry; this is no surprise
when you consider the many different
ways you can hurt yourself on the wide
variety of machines in use. Having been
in the business myself for 30 years plus, the
stories one hears are unsettling at best, and
the two biggest culprits for accident are the
table saw and the spindle moulder. Now not
many of us have a spindle in our workshops
(let's face it, a router table will suffice for most
of our one-off pieces; a spindle is really for
the professionals), but a large number of
home and hobbyist woodworkers will have
a table saw of some kind in their workshop.

Although brimming with potential danger,
a table saw will remain harmless if used
sensibly. As long as it is treated with respect
and never used in a hurry, then accidents
can be avoided. The HSE requires that a
riving knife and guard are always fitted,
and rightly so. A riving knife will prevent
timber from pinching the blade and causing
a kick-back; guarding is primarily put in place
to shield the moving blade from accidental
contact with people and random objects.
An exposed and fast moving blade is a scary
thing, and it's perfectly right that it should be
shrouded in a robust cover.

As required by the HSE, when used

7

z

correctly for ripping and cross-cutting, the
guard should be in place at all times. Does
this guarantee safety, though? Unfortunately
not, as improper practice can easily result
in accident. A push-stick (or two if needs
be) is absolutely necessary to avoid getting
one's hands any closer than 300mm to
the blade. Guarded, then, is the safe way to
proceed, and for the majority of work it will
be fine. But what can you do when the cut
you need to make is obstructed by the guard
itself? For instance, on a deep cut which
requires two or more passes to get through?
While most guards are of the crown
variety, and are fixed onto the top of the
riving knife, a Suva guard is suspended from
a frame or arm bolted onto the side of
the saw, and performs the same function
as a crown guard, i.e. it covers the blade and
stops any person or thing from falling on it.
This can be raised to permit the sort of deep
cut where the blade comes through the top
of the workpiece, then lowered immediately
afterwards. A Suva guard can be fitted as
an upgrade, but sadly they don't come
cheap and so few people actually bother.

Tips for keeping safe in the workshop
When using a table saw, in common with
other dangerous practices, a bit of common
sense and an appreciation of the risks
involved will go a long way to keeping

you safe, but | would implore all my

fellow woodworkers to do the following:

1. For any work closer to the blade than
300mm, use a push-stick at all times,
and particularly when removing offcuts
from the rear of the table.

2. Consider investing in or making your
own Suva guard (I made mine from
sheet steel - see page 37).

3. Refrain from removing the crown guard
unless absolutely necessary, and replace
it immediately after the cut is finished.

4. Never rush on to the saw — take a minute
to set yourself up and mentally prepare.

5. Keep the saw table and its immediate
working environment clear of all
potential hazards.

| hope I've not alarmed too many
readers, but then a modicum of fear
is not such a bad thing when you step
from the relative safety of the bench
and cross the threshold into the cold
reality of the machine. [l
—-
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A Suva guard -
pricey but worth it
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WOODWORK Spice rack

his spice rack was designed to hold
I 16 jars on a kitchen worktop. It spins
on a ‘'Lazy Susan’ bearing, which you
can get for around £3.00 from Axminster
Tools & Machinery (www.axminster.co.uk).
The wood used is beech, mainly because
I had some, but any wood species would do.
Hardwood is preferable because it takes a
better finish, and is more able to withstand
the odd knock. You could match the wood
to that of the kitchen cupboards if the rack
is to stand on a worktop, or paint it.

Preparation
Prepare all material to size: | edge-jointed the
pieces for the two balconies (B) and the base
(A), because | didn't have any stock of the
required width. | used biscuits to strengthen
these joints. The easiest way to cut the two
octagonal balcony shapes (B) is to start by
cutting squares of 200mm, mark the centre
accurately and then mark the waste that will
be removed to make the octagons (taking
notice of the position of the biscuits if you,
like me, have jointed your pieces). | cut the
octagons on my Triton using the mitre fence
and set the rip fence so as to cut off the
correct amount. Marking the workpiece and
cutting to the line could as easily have done it.
Next, rout the rebates that will take the rails
around the edges of the balconies using a

n The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com
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Spice up your

kitchen!

Need a last-minute gift for the mother-in-law? It's
James Brolly to the rescue, with a simple spice rack

~

o~

Fig.1 Spice rack - any dimensions
not given are up to you, be creative!

rebate cutter and a router table. | made an
auxiliary fence from an MDF offcut to enclose
the cutter as far as possible to help accuracy,
and fitted a makeshift guard for safety.

Marking out & drilling

The circular base (A) needs to be larger than
the corner-to-corner measurement of the
lower balcony (B), so | settled on 220mm.
Mark it out, again being careful of the biscuit
positions if necessary, and drill a hole of
appropriate size at the centre mark. Screw
through the waste timber to attach the timber
to a sacrificial board; mine is an old piece of
kitchen worktop with a batten fixed to the
laminated side.

Because the centre piece will become
detached it must also be fixed to stop it
moving as the cut is completed. | did this
with double-sided tape on the underside
of what will be the base. Next, cut the circle;
| used the attachment supplied with my
router for this purpose.

Cutting the recess

To cut the recess for the Lazy Susan bearing,
first measure the bearing (I needed a 100 x
8mm recess). Mark the base, and cut it

out with the router fitted with a guidebush,
using a template cut from MDF.

The hole in the MDF for the template
should be the diameter of the opening in the
workpiece, plus the difference in diameters
between the cutter and the bush. Therefore,
if a recess of 100mm is needed, and a 12mm
cutter and a 16mm bush are to be used, the
hole in the template needs to be 104mm.

Why use a template for a one-off? | find
that this method is virtually foolproof, and
it is better to discard a piece of scrap MDF
and make a new template, than to ruin what
could be the last piece of suitable timber
available. With the recess cut, try the bearing
for size and remove the screws holding
what is now the waste. With the double-
sided tape holding the base in place, put
a roundover bit in the router and shape
the outer edge of the base.

Drill a 13mm hole through the base at
the edge of the recess so as to insert the
screws to hold the bearing at final assembly.

Making the centre column

Now make the centre column (D). Size your
workpiece to 58mm square and fit it on

the lathe, then mark out the length as shown
on the drawing. | started the shoulder cuts,
where it changes from square to round,

with a fine saw, because | don't have enough
confidence in my turning skills to start from
square with the skew at these points.

Once the corners were cut with the saw,

I had no problems rounding the appropriate
places using a spindle roughing gouge,
using a parting tool and callipers to get

the size right, and finished with a skew
chisel. Turn the knob at the top as part

of the same piece to give it strength.

The round sections, including the tenon
at the bottom, are 47mm diameter simply
because this is the size of the most suitable
drill bit | had to drill the holes in the balconies
to fit! Do a dry assembly of the parts.

Next, the sides of the balconies (C). Size
the stock to 60 x T0mm, then round over
the top edge on the router table and sand
it smooth. Carefully measure the balconies
where the rails will fit, before transferring the
measurements to the mitre saw and fitting
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Making the octagons is easy if you start with
a square piece and remove the corners

up a length stop. My rails were each 82.5mm
long. Make 16 glue blocks, each 40mm, to
add strength to the balcony sides.

Sanding & finishing

Sand all the parts down to 400 grit and apply
two coats of cellulose sanding sealer, rubbing
down between and after coats, then add a
coat of wax and buff to a soft sheen. This will
be easier than finishing when assembled but
take great care not to get finish where glue is
expected to stick later, because it will stop the
glue sticking.

Dry assembly

Dry-assemble a set of sides on one of the
balconies, make sure the fit is OK, then hold
them in place with a rubber band. Tape all the
sides together with masking tape, omitting
one joint, so that when the rubber band is
removed they can all be lifted off together
and laid on their backs in a row (photo 6).
Apply PVA glue to the mitres and to the
balcony’s rebates.

The rails can then be lifted back in
position and the last joint stuck with tape.
For extra pressure, | used a home-made
band clamp: simply a length of nylon band
of the type used to tie parcels, stapled to
two offcuts, with pressure applied by a small
clamp. The outer ends of the offcuts are
held apart with a piece of round scrap to
concentrate the pressure.

Fit the glue blocks, also with PVA,
squeezing them into position by hand,
then repeat for the other balcony.

When the glue has dried, it's back to
the router table to clean up and remove
the bottom corner. This can be done in one
operation with a bearing-guided roundover
bit. Sand down the area through the grades
and repair the finish where necessary.

Final assembly

Time for the final assembly. The centre
column (D) and lower balcony are first, with
PVA glue applied to the flat-bottomed hole
and the tenon of the column fitted in place
with a 40mm screw inserted from below

K =

Using a template makes it ea

Cutting out the circular base with a trammel
attachment for the router

sy to get the

recess just right to fit the Lazy Susan

I turned the column as one piece but it could
be done in sections if you prefer

Measure the spaces for the rails; don't rely
on maths or guesswork to get their sizes

As well as checking for square, make sure
the balconies line up at this point

Put the sides in place, then tape together so

that they can be lifted off as one

and tightened. No need for any clamps here. -
Next, the upper balcony with its 47mm

hole to fit over the round upper part of the

column and sit on the shoulder of the square

section, being glued in place.

Now the assembly must be clamped. | set
up a small table on my workbench, with the
now redundant recess template used to fit
over the upper balcony to spread the clamp
pressure (photo 7). Make sure all is square
and that both balconies line up before
tightening the clamps.

Fitting the bearing 8
To fit the bearing Lazy Susan bearing,
turn the workpiece upside-down and
carefully mark the positions of the screws
in the bottom of the lower balcony.

The centre is already marked, so use
a compass to mark a circle on which the
screws should be, then use the holes in

The first dry assembly, to check it
goes together before cutting the rails

remove them. Fix the bearing in the prepared
recess and set it on top of the inverted
balcony, bottom up. Then, working through
the bearing to mark the hole positions and the hole drilled earlier, fit the screws to hold
drill pilot holes. Drive the screws home, then it all together. Job done! [
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ARCHIVE Stay cool

How we

in the old

This article from The
Woodworker of April

1952 tackles the tricky
task of building your

own refrigerator — not
something we would likely
tackle today but certainly
a source of inspiration for
many a maker

Although it started its life as a craft
magazine primarily for hobbyists over 100
years ago, The Woodworker soon became
a useful — and at times vital — source of
technical information for everyone who
needed domestic fittings and furniture for
the home. With an ever growing population
and the sort of economic belt tightening
that inevitably accompanies times of
national difficulty, over the years our
magazine has helped huge numbers

of householders provide otherwise
unavailable items for their families.

Things are a lot easier in some respects
now, and it's unlikely that many of us would
undertake the construction of something
like a kitchen refrigerator out of choice. But
for many readers in the early 1950s, the
chances of acquiring such an item through
(what are now) normal channels were so
slim as to be almost nonexistent. The only
other option was to make your own.

The plans reproduced here are
straightforward enough and, to their credit,
treat the project like any other. Despite more
exposure to high-tech gizmos than our
predecessors, | think a lot of us would have
considerable reservations about taking on
this sort of job.

Sensible advice

As ever, the introduction to this article from
April 1952 sets the tone and puts forward
the sensible advice that the refrigeration
plant itself, plus hardware and fittings,

“ The Woodworker September 2016 [T (=140 TeTs (0761 1y e Nelolay]

FIG I. THE CABIMET, FINISHED IN WHITE ENAMEL

INCE cooling is done by the ' evaporator,” the latter
mnst come nside the refrigeration compartment.

= The plant should therefore be chtained as w Fig, 3,
with the condensing unit om top and the eveaporator
Lelow, the maunting board thus furming the rouf of the
refrigeration compartment.  In Fig. 8 the mounting
hoard (D] is shown in position, its Tebated edge resting
on the rails of the cabinet. :
Construction —As shown in Figs, 2 and 4, the
cabinet has a framed construction faced with plywooml
or hardboard. Details are given in Fig, 2, the top rail
juints being shown at A, the Jower 2 in. by 1 dn. crose.
Tails at O, and the others at B, All the framing menhers
areof 2im. by 2in, timber, extept those shown as Zin. by Fin,
The proportions shown are intended only as 3 general
guide, but minimum dimensions should be carefully

FIG. 1. FRAMEWORK
CONSTRUCTION
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are to be acquired first before actual
woodworking begins. This action must
have required a sizeable outlay of cash
back in the day, and would also have
needed a considerable amount of self-
confidence on the part of the maker, too.
And knowing that there was no room for
failure and that the whole family would
have been eagerly awaiting the advent
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observed unless the plant will altow further economy of
space.

The refrigeration compartment 38 mather low in the
wabinet, owing to the size of the plant. It can cily be
tronght higher, therelore, by making the whole ca
tieller, but the width muost be increased in proportion
ensure stability, bearivg in mind that heavy refrigeration
phiant will be housed at the top,

Ventilation.—Ventilation louvers (see Figs, fand 70
avie an essentld feature in both side panels of the top
comjmrtment, since the plant generstes considerable
hesit, Fur the same reason, the back of this compartment
is left open.  The Jocse front pancl and top give access
to the plunt for adjustment,

Hardbosind coulld be used for the fixed outer pane
but quadrant mouldings should be pinned and gl
round the edges for a good finish. Any joints in th
panels will he improved By inserting a thin wood
hetween adjacent pancls, as in Fig. 6,

The fpose front pancl and top should be of § in, plv-
wood with rounded edges, a batten [ramework bei
serewed undérneath the top to position it. Note t
this framework is flush 4t the frong, so that the loose
fromt panel closes-against it when clipped home,

Lining the Insid When tho framework has been
asternbled, Une the inside of the refrigevation compart-
ment as in Fig. & }in. thick asbestos-cement shecting
with glazed finish could be used for this, or any simi
material which will give the refriperator & clean and

WOODWORKER

of cold drinks and improved catering
wouldn't have made the job any easier,
either. These days this sort of thing
would be looked upon as something
of a psychological pressure, and you
could probably get counselling for it.

Like most jobs, though, after the initial
shock of what you've signed up for has
subsided a little, taking a deep breath and
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DO GET IN TOUCH

If any other readers have memories and photos
of things they or their forebears made from The
Woodworker, please get in touch as we'd love to
see them. Just email me on the usual address:
mark.cass@mytimemedia.com and we'll get
them in the mag

FIG. 1. REFRICERATION
PLANT

mal fintsh.  The sheets are serewed to the
wond fillets being put in to hide the front
- Altetnatively, the fillets could be of &
rec plastie.  [1 the comipartment is of
artinns it may be necessary to have some
- perition whon the [ramework is glued up,
ove impossible to fit them afterwards
= of the compartment can he fitted with
mouldings,
ridd shell of tinned metal shoald be put in,
et method of fising is shawn m Fig, 5, with the fnsolatlon in position.  The insulation for the
it thrugli the sheels.  The projecting  bottom of the eompartment i kept in place by a sheet
ot 3 then covered with a rubber sleave  of hardboard scrowed beneath the lower rails,

@ shell support, Remember that the The Deor.—Here again, insulation i3 an imporrant

it hamgs down inside the compartaent,
wist therelore be positioned o x:ﬁmr it,
—For efficient  refrigeration the three
walls and bottom must be insulated to
nductiog ol beat from outside.  Variows
etfaly ave availeble, such as * Stilbat '
ab cork:

& section through the compartment walls

ON THROWGH
BOTTOM OF
ARTMENT

n avencial festars

Inaide walls are mads of
shastiig with ghized Mnish,

as dn
& bi-sidw i ming and
pamels e

FG. 5 DETAILE OF REFRIGERATION
COMPARTHEN

ashustos cammat

or ithir similar

wool er ethar  matarisl. Bolos are put thrasgh the walls t
ace ms shelf supports

7

factor. Fig. 7 shows alternative metheods of construction
at A awl B In both cases a substantinl wooden frame
howses the insulation, the outside being faced with
plywood, sav §in. thick, The inside facing is of the same
materinl as the eompartment lining,

As shown &t A and C, hattens ame osed for fixing the
plywood to the frame, and also provide a sound fixing
for the ' roller “-type handle wsuaily emploved for

FIG. i, GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF CABINET
L i faced with
 looie top and front pans| being Geted o tha
t to acoes

APRIL, 1952
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FIG. 7. REFRIGERATOR DOOR COMETRUCTION

Altarnative conatriction are shaws st A snd B.

louvers far the tap comparcment of

refrigerator doors. - Extra blocks may have to he usad to
provicds a fixing for the hinge scrow=. For the alterative
eonstroction shown in section at B, ardinary butt hinges
should be used. If design A is adepted, the main frame
oof the doar will fit inside the compariment asat £ A
slight clearance is thorefore essential, so that the cormer
of the door frame does not foul the cabinet.

CHIPS FROM THE CHISEL (Continued from p. 63)
we shall bo fulfilling a deep-seated need of our own
mature. The wooldworker who sets hlms=efl to become o
fine craftsman does more than acquire technical skill
He eariches and fulfils his whole heing and nequires
a new interest in fife which may lead him mto many
fascinating by-waws.  And what a relied it is amid the
preccoapations of theee worrving times £ have anything
o sanely and solidly based as weodwork too torn to.
1127

THE BEGINNER AT WOOD TURNING
{Conttmeed freer frage B9)

Plave the chizel at an angle on the worlks with culy the
bevel tonching it, not the actual edge, as at A, Fig, 2
{bwioasly nothing will happen.  The tool cannot cut.
Now gradizally tilt it over to the left until it is elear that
the edge is down on the wood and is sctually ontting,
¥ou can tell this by sliding the tool to the left when it
will remove a shaving if the edge is right down [(see 18],

Do not tilt it any more, Only & light skimming dut s
needed, the roughing having been done with the gouge,
In this way the bevel continnes to rub o the wood amd

APRIL, 1952

mre Biocks wre fixed imikde to provide & sound feundation for the hamdle and hinges in A-ir A,
hieh it aias ahown In wection at €. Tha bulk of the door (n €his caie Hts inet Construction of ventilation
the cabinet I shown at O, the leuvers being soted inte bactens eabines

de the i at E
Hoted Imto Batiens Baind the citer panats af the

A rubber gasker 15 run all round the inside lip of the
doar to scal the compartment caompletely, and in some
cases it may Le pecessary to employ & packing-picce. as
shown in dnset at B,

A painted finish is appropriate for this type of work;
and the cabinet would look most attractive in cream.

(128}

there is no tendéney to dig in. Two operations with the
chisel are given in Fige. 1 and 3

e of the chiefl reasons why the point catches is that,
in taking & heavy cut, the chisel i momentarily canght
in the wood and s drawn downwards so that the point
catches in.  Hemember then, sesp the bevel rubbing |
et with the middle of the cutting edge - use a wile
chiszel {esperially on large work), amd tzke only a
skimming cut. Above all, keep on practising. The chasel
is uzed for traversing right to lelt or vice verza, and the
ook shonlil be tarned over to suit the direction of the cut,

In a later article we hope to deal with further
operations iy

**Palnting for Amateurs, '’ by J. H, Owshey. — Although
Hie anthor s himsell an experimeed tradesman, and knows
all the soags and difficeltics, e has wotton Uhis book with
the beginner in mind. He deals with materials, preparation,
trosfi work, spraying, car painting, noatural wood fnishes,
decorative elfects, and laults apd their rectification.  The
bonk contains over T pages, and nclades 4 pages of photo-
graphie plates. We can recommend it to all those who wish
o know more about peinting their woodwork, Published at
25, i, met by W. & 0. Fovle, Lid., 116 Charing Cross Road,
Londen, W.C2

T2 WOODWORKER

Materials availability

When it comes to the technical aspects

of this project, it's mostly pretty simple:
jointed frames and legs to make up a
free-standing cabinet plus shelving and a
door. The challenging parts, | think, would

be the insulation — cork or slag wool — and
the inner compartment lining; at the time the
most suitable (and readily available) material

looking at the actual plans should soon
restore those positive feelings. It won't

be long until you realise that it's mostly
just basic stuff, but a fair bit of it and
arranged in a way you've not encountered
before. There will always be new skills to
master, and it's the cumulative effect of
these which can make all of us a better
woodworker.

appeared to be 6mm-thick asbestos-cement
sheeting with a glazed finish. | think the door
would have been tricky, too — again it
needed insulation plus a rubber-sealed
overhang and special hinges and handle.
Once finished, the whole job would need
painting in a hard-wearing enamel; ‘cream’
was recommended as the most suitable

colour. Happy days. Il Wé
WAL T e Kefelia@  The Woodworker September 2016




Create the extraordinary.

The machine for model
builders

Customised projects with the Desktop 3D System

| = ANISAL - CNC router - CNC plotter All you need

WOODWORKING SHOW & SALE - 3D printer - Vinyl cutter to CNC from
- Foam cutter £1000

Visit www.stoneycnc.co.uk and
watch the machine in action!

Distributed exclusively 7Y,
in the UK by STONEYCNC@®

Happy to help at all times: info@stoneycnc.co.uk
+44 (0) 1432 607 908 www.stoneycnc.co.uk

01935 822207 YANDLES.CO.UK

Woodturning Courses in Somerset

The Melvyn Firmager School of Woodturning

Would you like to turn as | do, using the same techniques and tools - conventional _ Melvyn Firmagerisan
and modern grinds of bevels? You will learn all that is appropriate ’”te’”at’oza”y f zngwned aiche
for the level of work you are involved with. There aren’t any secrets - | tell it all! tumer, teacher dng eI
he way | turn takes the strain and What's included in the price?
tension out of turning and makes it Use of all tools (which are
great fun and a truly therapeutic activity,  available for sale), materials,
& gives you the opportunity to become lunches and refreshments.
a most successful turner, all the way to Course Start Dates
professional standard if you wish to go Course dates are flexible;
that far. Or a happy rewarding recreation.  please get in touch for the next
There is a lot of information and advice available date.

in my email notes as it is my passion to help
you succeed. Take time to absorb. It is all for
you, to help you feel confident about the
course you may choose.

| offer courses at several levels to suit
the individual, running for 3 & 5 days
from Beginners & Beyond (including raw
beginners), to Natural Edge bowls, to
advanced hollow form work with my

Prices start at: (for 3 day course)
£330.00 (no VAT)

Accommodation, can be
provided in our adjacent B&B,
for full information, please go to:
www.nuttreefarm.com

Tool sharpening is an important
part of the course. With my

Ut sl i el . extensive knowledge and many For more deta_'ls:

' The Three: l?a.y courses give reasonable years of experience | have e: m@melvynfirmager.co.uk
time for the initial development and developed great awareness (and t: 08451668406
understanding of turning techniques. empathy) of how to teach this NutT

The Five Day courses are especially difficult vital area of turning. Fal':.:n ree
recorpmended as students usu:?llly ma}ke a | offer a unique after course Stougi'lton
considerable leap whatever their previous service by email and phone, if you [0
perceived ability or experience, or none.lcan | having any problems. Also Wedmore,
email you full information, telling a lot more there are course notes to remind Somerset
than can be said here about all of my courses. | ZelieifiyE i eIt el e BS28 4QP




ecently at work | was asked to give
Rthe staff rest room something of a
makeover as everything was looking
rather tired. With new sofas ordered, it was
suggested we needed new coffee tables
plus a display unit. | decided to make a
start with the tables — a nice change to
have a problem-free project, | thought. No
jigs, laminating or anything too complicated;
just straight cuts and traditional joinery.
To simplify the design, | based the sizes
roughly around a nest of tables at home.
After making a few sketches, | drew up
a cutting list before heading off to my local
timber supplier. A small project like this
enables you to take advantage of cheaper
‘short boards’, which are a fraction of the

cost of standard stock. These tend to

be boards between 2.4 and 3m in length.
I returned home with more than enough

oak to complete the project; it all came in
at under £100.

After sorting out the timber into suitable
piles for tops, legs and rails, | spent the first
morning preparing stock on the planer/
thicknesser. Don't forget to add face side
and edge marks as you work, checking
for square at the same time. It's a good
idea to write sizes of all components in
large print on a piece of MDF. Prop this
board up somewhere suitable in the
workshop so you can glance across
and read off the sizes you need to cut, no
matter which machine you're standing at.

joinery to make a fine set of oak tables

NESTING
INSTINCT

Dominic Collings employs
functional design and classic

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016 u

Building small pieces of furniture is an
economical way to use up those shorter
lengths of timber




WOODWORK nest of tables
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restricts the length of cut

Mortising magic

This project is all about batch cutting,
requiring 52 identical tenons and
corresponding mortises, so the first pieces
to be sawn were legs for the largest table.
It's much easier to cut a tenon tofit a
mortise than the other way around.

After cutting to length, | marked one leg
for its upper mortise. | adjusted the mortise
gauge pins against the chisel and checked
the setting with a rule. It makes sense to
label one leg as a pattern, so all machines
can be set from the same component.

As all mortises are located in the legs,
these were chopped first. With the mortiser
fence correctly positioned, | lowered the
chisel to line it up with one end of the
mortise. Next, | clamped an offcut to the
fence as a stop for the leg. This process
was repeated for the other end of the
mortise, so the leg could only move left
and right under the chisel.

This ensured all mortises would be
identical, without having to mark up all
the components. This procedure does
save time, but as mortises are not central
in the legs | had to set these stops four
times per table, which still takes a while.

Tenon tedium

With all the mortises cut for the top rails,

I’ machined the tenons next, using a simple
jig on the bandsaw. It's essential that the jig

“ The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

Cramping stops to each end of the mortiser fence restricts leg travel,

ensuring mortise lengths are consistent

5

o

As rails meet in the centre of the legs, ends of tenons are stepped to

enable them to fit over each other

Arrange boards for each top so that grain pattern is pleasing and growth rings alternate.
Glue and cramp together

is set up with the maximum precision
before starting, and be sure to check things
as you go along. Once set, the jig did not
need altering, so the 104 cuts for the tenon
shoulders were easy, though tedious.
Finally, as the tenons would meet in the
middle of the leg, it was necessary to step
the tenon ends. This grouped the four rails
together as a set, so before cutting | made
sure the best looking components were
left for the lower, more visible rails. Any
edge defects, such as small knots, were

destined for upper rails, which would be
hidden by the top.

Gluing the tops

With the frame of the largest table fitted
together, I began making the top. After
preparing the boards, | was left with a
reasonable grain pattern. There was a little
sapwood, but | didn't mind this at all — and
besides, if I'd cut away all the sapwood on
this locally-grown oak there would be little
left. One board was an unusual purple




colour, which I'd not seen before. At first
I thought it was just surface staining, but
on cutting into it | found the colour went
all the way through. It turned out not to be
a problem, though, as it was beyond the
length needed, so would not feature in the
finished top.

Glue the boards together with sash cramps,
alternately placing them above and below
if possible; this will reduce the risk of a top
bowing as the glue dries. Most people wipe
up squeezed-out glue instantly with a damp
cloth, though | find this tends to dilute and rub
the adhesive further into the grain. By leaving
excess glue until it just starts to solidify, you
can scrape it off with a craft knife blade, just
like peeling an apple. Once dry, | cleaned up the
joints with my new Veritas bevel-up smoother
- this was the first time I'd used this tool and
it's really nice...

Table runners
Next were the runners, which collect the two
smaller tables for storage and enable them
to slide. These were attached to an extra
lateral rail at the rear of the two larger tables
with dowels, held in place with recessed
screws at the front. After machining the
runners | bored a hole into the end of each
one, using a hand drill to match the dowel,
then a dowel marker was inserted. Holding
the runner in position, a sharp tap with a
hammer left a corresponding mark on the
rail; this locates the hole required on the rail.
Again, drill by hand with a depth stop on
the bit, so you don't go all the way through.

| taped the runners together as pairs and
shaped them on a disc sander to give them a

Runners are fitted to the rails with dowels. Front edges of support runners are tapered, sloping front. These guide the smaller tables
Drill the end and tap in a dowel marker to get  so that each table slides into place easily. into place when storing them underneath.
the correct position Shape on a disc sander

Dominos and buttons...

To attach the tops, I'd intended to simply
machine buttons from scrap stock. | did
this initially by first routing a rebate in a
length of oak, then drilling countersunk
holes before slicing it into individual buttons.
This procedure went without incident, but |
ran into problems when cutting the slots in
the rails. What did | say about this being a
trouble-free project?

On previous builds I've had no hesitation
in using my Festool Domino. In fact, on this
project the tool would have saved a lot of
time when cutting all the tenons, if it weren't
for one snag... Whenever | pick the thing up

+id ' | seem to make an error with it; either I cut
_ a slot too deeply or set the fence incorrectly,
1 0 o which has led me to lose confidence in it.
! . i IS _ | Then there's the guilt factor, where you feel
Buttons are made by first routing a rebate in a suitable length of timber. Holes are drilled before  the Domino is a little bit of a cheat’s tool!
cutting into blocks That said, it's too expensive a piece of kit to

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker September 2016 n
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WOODWORK nest of tables 7/

just sit in the drawer, so begrudgingly (or more likely its user) has a cursel!
I decided to use it to cut the button slots. For the other two tables | reverted back
With a 10mm bit installed and the fence to the mortiser, remembering to reset the
set to the correct height, | made some test depth stop to prevent me cutting all the
cuts in scrap MDF until | was happy with way through. This worked well to produce
the fit. Then it should have been a case of batch-cut buttons of a consistent size.
making my way around the top rails for a With the top rails dry-fitted to the legs
quick result. However, after cutting slots and top of the middle table, | slid the frame
all the way round, it wasn't until I'd got inside the largest table. Now | could mark
back to the start that | realised the fence the lower rails, so everything would line up
was slowly vibrating upwards. As a result, when the tables were stored, then it was
each individual slot had been cut at a slightly ~ back to the mortiser to cut slots for the
lower height, despite the fact the fence lower rails of the mid-sized table. | repeated
adjustment lever was fully tightened. this process for the smallest table, too.
Fortunately, this was only the case
. PR j on one table, so the remedy was to cut Tapering the legs
I used a Domino jointer to cut the slots in a custom button for each slot. This took The last machining task was to cut the taper
the rails, though discovered problems with a lot of time, precisely what the Domino on the legs. | carefully marked the sides that
fence movement is supposed to save. | think my machine would receive tapers and then made the cut

¥ b
N

Slots cut along the inside of the upper rails accept buttons for fixing Slots can be cut accurately with a mortiser or router, but make sure
the table tops you don't cut right through the rails

All lower rails should line up when the tables are stored togeter. Legs can be tapered on a table saw or bandsaw. Use a packer and
Dry-fit the frames and mark across with a square stop to get the angle correct

ﬂ The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com




on the table saw using the sliding table
and rip fence. A packer piece was required
to get the taper just right.

After tapering, | finished the legs with a
cabinet scraper on the surface to remove
any saw and planer marks. Each table was
assembled with PVA glue and sash cramps,
checking for square by measuring across
each diagonal.

With the excess glue removed, | knocked
off any sharp corners with a block plane,
then sanded everything to 320 grit. To finish
I used Rustins Danish oil instead of Osmo
Polyx oil, which | sometimes prefer. While
the Osmo is a great product, | often find
its sheen a little patchy. To remedy this
| usually apply a few final coats of wax,
although this can create problems if repairs

The completed set of nesting tables

are ever necessary. Danish oil gives a
good finish and is easy to repair — if
someone leaves a cup on a surface, so
creating a ring mark, a little sanding and a
quick application of oil is all that's necessary.
Despite the minor trauma with the slot
cutting, this was quite a relaxing and
enjoyable project. In hindsight, I'd alter
the buttons; | made them with only one
centre screw hole, which meant that when
tightening they tended to rotate and push
the table top out of line. Not a big deal, but
this made the project more of a fiddle than
it could have been. | later realised that had |
made the buttons longer, with two holes in a
line, this could have been avoided. Hindsight
is a beautiful thing, isn't it? [Tl

dworking.com

Once the tables are assembled and sanded,
you can apply a couple of coats of Danish

oil, wiping off the excess before it dries

The Woodworker September 2016 E




NEWS The latest from the world of woodwork

In brief...
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SUMMER WOODWORKING AT YANDLES
Yandles will be holding their biannual
woodworking show from 9-10 September at
their premises in Martock, Somerset. Be sure

to put the date in your diary so that you don't
miss out on one of the South West's most
exciting and oldest woodworking events.
Yandles pride themselves on hosting a show

that appeals to the professional turner, the
hobbyist and to those who wish to see what
beauty can be created out of wood by their
range of talented demonstrators, including
Mark Hancock, Jason Smith, Mary Ashton,
Les Thorne and Andy Rounthwaite to name
a few, and on the carving side you can expect
to see expert Zoe Gertner.

The event will also include a range of
masterclasses, giving visitors the chance
to sit in on demonstrations and talks from
some top manufacturers, including Record
Power, Charnwood and Triton.

You can enjoy free entry and parking,
as well as trade stands from around 50
manufacturers, including Record Power,
Chestnut Products and Robert Sorby, all
with show promotions and special offers.

Yandles' timber selection is immense
and they will also be offering discounts
over the two days.

And don't forget to visit the craft tent,
where taster sessions will be held in a
number of different crafts alongside
demonstrations ranging from paper
crafting to crochet. For full details,
see www.yandles.co.uk.

BENTLEY WOODFAIR 2016

This year sees the 21st anniversary show
of the fantastic Bentley Woodfair, and with
over 150 demonstrators and exhibitors, this
is an event not to be missed. There will be

a packed programme of have-a-go activities,
live demonstrations of woodworking skills,
craft displays, children’s activities, and
chainsaw sculpting, as well as a wide range
of trade stalls selling everything from tools
and equipment to bespoke furniture.

m The Woodworker September 2016 IR (=0eTeTs (0761 (3 s Nelolgy]

The woodland zone
offers the chance to
experience forestry in
action’ including timber
processing and horse
logging, while the main
arena will entertain with
falconry, an exciting
lumberjack display
team, didgeridoo
playing and much,
much more.

Visitors will be given
the opportunity to
have a go on the
exciting ‘Branching out
Adventures’ equipment
(additional fees apply),
which includes high ropes, zip wires, giant
swing and a climbing wall.

Taking place from 23-25 September,
Bentley Woodfair is a great day out for all the
family and perfect for those who love wood
and woodlands. Held in the beautiful Bentley
Estate, visitors to the Woodfair will enjoy
access to the Motor Museum, Wildfow!
Reserve and Miniature Railway as well as
all the fabulous Woodfair attractions. See
www.bentley.org.uk for further information.

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND
WOODWORKING FUN

After a successful two-day show last year,
the Stock Gaylard Oak Fair will be returning
from 27-28 August.

This wonderful show makes a superb
end of holidays day out for all the family.
The children are entertained throughout
the day with a variety of activities and
workshops, while adults of all ages can
enjoy the 200+ stalls and exhibitors showing
the depth of rural skills to be found locally.

You can expect to see ‘Avalon Axes’, who
will be letting children and adults have a go
at showcasing their axe throwing skills!
The Great Big Tree Climbing Company
will be offering tree climbing for kids and
adults, plus a zip wire for smaller visitors.

In the arenas this year will be the Heavy
Horse display team, Mere Down Falconry
and Adam's Axemen, who will all be putting
on fantastic displays and getting the crowds
involved. Plus, returning after taking a year
off is the team from Pratensis Countryside
Services, who will be demonstrating the
mowing of grass with a scythe, which
visitors can also try!

Advance tickets can be purchased with
10% discount; see www.stockgaylard.com.
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p nism. Tilting range with Impressive cutting
(7¢) recise single setting control. height of 205 mm.
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Quick-lock clamping system
for minimum down time when
changing bandsaw blade.

w J

Tempered top & bottom heavy
duty triple guides included.

VARIO

DRIVE

SAVE £50.00
NOW £449.00 icvar

Offer price excludes carriage - POA

BASA 3 | 12” BANDSAW

MORE TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION WITH THE NEW SCHEPPACH
BASA 3 BANDSAW THAN ANY OTHER IN ITS CLASS. SIMPLY “CHECK
THE SPEC” BELOW AND SEE HOW MUCH MORE YOU GET FOR YOUR
MONEY WHEN YOU CHOOSE THE NEW BASA 3. TRUST SCHEPPACH!
e Unique vario drive - adjustable cut speed 370-750 m/min
e Sturdy cast-iron table tiltable from -8° to +45°

e 3-roller precision guiding above and below the table

e Accepts blades 3 - 19 mm

e Quick-clamping lever for saw blade

e Maximum cutting height: 205 mm

e Throat 306 mm

e Precision rip fence with magnified scale.

e Precision cutting left and right of saw blade

e |eg stand, wheel kit and mitre guide included

NMA Unit 1, Brookfoot Business Park www.nmatools.co.uk
Brighouse, West Yorkshire Tel: (01484) 400 488

HDé6 2SD Email: sales@nmauk.com

AGENCIES LTD




Perkins ¢ Gibbs

Upholsterers

A weekend upholstery course
which is perfect for beginners

and competent cmﬁers

.t ]

-

Perkins and Gibbs Upholstery workshop is at
Earsham Park Farm, nr Bungay, Norfolk. We are
25 minutes from Norwich and set in a pretty
and rural location on a working farm on the
Suffolk Norfolk border.

During this weekend course we provide full
upholstery tuition teaching modern upholstery
techniques that can be transferred to further
craft project at home (such as headboards,
seats and footstools). We provide a healthy
homemade lunch and tea and coffee and cake
in the afternoon.

You will complete many different processes
including wood preparation followed by
wax on the legs of the footstool, webbing
the frame, hessian application, foam
placement and calico to create a very
professional finish, lastly you apply

your final fabric, trim and base cloth.

We teach the whole group (max of 6
persons) all at the same time so no-one
gets left behind. The course runs Saturday
and Sunday from 10am - 4pm approx.

01986 896655
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What's included in the price?

On this popular weekend course we provide the
frame and internal components of the footstool.
All you need to bring is your selected final fabric
and trim (although we do have some here at

the workshop should you need them).

We provide the tea coffee and biscuits and a
healthy homemade lunch!

Max of 6 per group.
At the end of the weekend you will take away
your own finished handmade
h-J footstool for your home.

Course Start Dates.
Course dates are
available on the
website.
Price: £230.00
3 (includes VAT)
" Upholstery &
¢« workshop

| —

Earsham Park Farm,
Old Railway Road,
Earsham, Bungay,
Suffolk NR35 2AQ

www.perkinsandgibbs.com

Professional Turner, Author & Instructor

Colin is a long standing and well respected tutor at West Dean
College in West Sussex, and is now giving woodturning tuition
in his well-equipped, fully insured workshop in North Devon.

One to One
tuition
is normal, but |
can accommodate
up to three
students!

T I can teach complete beginners who want to try
=* | their hand at turning through to more experienced
FROFESSIDNAL.

el turners who want to develop their skills.

For more details please visit my web site, email, or telephone me.
Email; colin.devonwoodcrafts@yahoo.co.uk - Te: 01409 241386

www.devonwoodcrafts.co.uk
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Returning from a short break,
Colin Simpson takes inspiration
from our great galaxy to create
this eye-catching bowl with

a cosmic twist

his month I will turn a simple
I wide-rimmed bow! and show you

the process | use to colour it. | have
shown you the iridescent paints before
but | am using them slightly differently to
create this effect. | have called this piece
‘Nebula 8 because it is the eighth piece |
have made in this series of coloured work
and the colouring reminds me of a nebula.

Establishing shape

| am using sycamore for this project and
started with a 300 x 70mm deep bowl blank.
Sycamore is a light coloured, close-grained
timber that lends itself to this colouring
process. First, decide which face of the

Find the centre of the blank and screw a
faceplate to it

blank will
become the top
of your bowl, find the
centre and screw your faceplate to it (photo
1). Mount the piece on the lathe and flatten
the base with a fingernail-profile bowl gouge
using a pull cut (photo 2). Place the tool on
the toolrest on its side with the flute facing
the wood. The bottom wing does the work
— it's really a scrape. Start at the centre and
pull the tool towards you, moving it towards
the edge of the blank. Don't push hard into
the wood, but keep the pressure down on
the toolrest.

Measure and cut a spigot to fit your chuck
with a parting tool (photo 3), then shape the

g

Nebula bow/ TURNING

A real-life nebula, which was the
inspiration behind this piece

outside of the bowl using
the bowl gouge. This can be
done entirely with pull cuts, using the
bottom wing of the gouge to cut, or by push
cuts, or by a combination of both. The push
cut (photo 4) is a bevel supported cut and
so should give you a cleaner surface. With
the waste wood removed, cut the dovetail
on the spigot, using a skew chisel on its
side. It is also a good idea to cut a small
pop mark in the very centre of your spigot
as this will help centre the bowl later. Do this
with the corner of a skew chisel (photo 5).
Despite using a push cut to shape the
bowl, | did get some tear-out of the fibres
(photo 6). This can be cleaned up using a

Flatten the face of the blank with a pull cut

Use a parting tool to cut the chucking spigot
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TURNING ~ebula bow!
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Shape the outside of the bowl with the bowl gouge Dovetail the spigot and cut a pop mark in the very centre

Despite a careful cut, | still managed to get .. but a finishing cut... .. producing fine spiral shavings...

some tear-out...

finishing cut with the swept-back gouge. the top of the bowl using a pull cut and to lower the rim of the bow! (photo 14).

These cuts can either be bevel supported then start to hollow. Imagine the bowl blank Again, when you are happy with the shape

cuts or shear scrapes, like the cut shown in as a clock face. Position the handle away and finish from the tool, sand the bowl and

photo 7. Lower the handle until the cutting from you over the bed bars and use the tool rim down to 400 grit.

edge is about 45° to the surface of the on its side with the flute pointing towards 3

wood. To shear scrape, put the bevel onto o’clock. To help prevent the tool from skating ~ Colouring

the wood and then roll the tool gently until across the surface of the wood, place your | am going to use Jo Sonja iridescent paints

just the cutting edge is touching the wood. thumb on the tool over the toolrest and (photo 15). These paints show up far better

Take light, gentle cuts and aim to achieve apply pressure towards 5 o'’clock (photo 10). if they are painted onto a dark background.

very fine spiral shavings (photo 8) and Push the tool confidently into the wood I used Liberon ebony wood dye to darken

remember to keep the handle low so the until a little of the bevel is rubbing on the the rim and back of my bowl! (photo 16).

cutting edge stays at 45° to the wood. side wall of the hollow you are creating, then The next process is easier to do off the

The surface finish should be greatly rotate the flute up to about 2 o'clock and lathe. | use an old Lazy Susan and place the

improved (photo 9). It is worth practising start to swing the handle towards you bowl on this, so | can rotate the piece while

these finishing cuts as it will greatly reduce (photo 11). Continue to swing the handle colouring it. Use the iridescent paints very

the amount of sanding you will need to do. towards you at the same time as pushing sparingly. | squeezed out a pea-sized blob

When you are happy with the outside shape, the cutting edge down the side wall and of each colour into separate containers.

sand it down to 400 grit, but don't polish it at across the bottom of the bow! towards For this particular method, the paints

this stage. the centre. This action should be done need to be thinned down with water to the
at the same time as rotating the tool consistency of single cream. Use a small

Hollowing anti-clockwise until the flute is pointing to soft paintbrush to dab on a splodge (photo

Take the piece off the lathe, remove the about half past one (photo 12). Repeat this 17) and then blow through a drinking straw

faceplate and mount the bowl in your chuck cut going a little wider and a little deeper to move the splodge around (photo 18).

using the spigot you cut in step 3. Flatten each time (photo 13). The same cut is used If you have a compressor, then you could
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over the bed bars

.. cleans up the surface well Start the hollowing with the tool handle well Once the cut is started, roll the tool anti-

clockwise...

Use the same cut to shape the rim

These are the Jo Sonja iridescent paints | use
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TURNING ~ebula bow!

use your air gun to move the paint around,
which is a little easier, particularly if you

get short of breath. Continue to splodge

on random colours in a random manner
and move the paints around using your

air source (photo 19). If you do not like a
particular area, you can carefully wipe off
the colour with a paper towel and try again.
I think these pieces look better if you do not
cover up all the dark background, but you
can carry on until you are happy with the
effect. Photo 20 shows the bowl turned over
and the rim almost complete. Let the paint
dry and then return the bowl to the lathe for
finishing. I felt the rim was a little too wide,
so | reduced its size with the hollowing cuts
(photo 21), before power sanding the bowl
part (photo 22). | did not want to disturb
the paint finish by brushing on a finish so

I used Chestnut's acrylic gloss lacquer in

7z

an aerosol (photo 23). | sprayed on a couple
of coats, lightly rubbing back between coats
and then used burnishing cream (photo 24)
to perfect the surface.

Finally, reverse chuck the piece to remove
the chucking spigot. | use a mushroom-
shaped dolly held in my chuck with a piece
of thin leather sandwiched between this
and the inside of the bowl. The tailstock is
brought up to the pop mark in the centre of
the chucking spigot that was cut in step 5
to keep the piece pushed up against the
leather and dolly. This method of holding
the piece gives me access to the chucking
spigot and base (photo 25). Use a 1T0mm
spindle gouge to remove the spigot and
slightly dish or concave the base, leaving
just a small stub for the revolving centre.
This small stub needs to be removed off
the lathe with a sharp chisel. [

J6L 7 s

Ebonise the rim using Liberon ebony wood dye

19

20

Repeat this process, using all the colours in
a random pattern...

n The Woodworker September 2016 [T (=106 LT (0761 [y s Kelolay]

.. and do the same with the rim
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I used Chestnut gloss lacquer to finish the piece...

k- :

Reverse the bowl onto a mushroom-shaped
dolly and remove the chucking spigot

26

The completed bowl should

look something like this

.. and sand to a finish

www.getwoodworking.com
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8 Drawer Machinist Toolbox

Model No. AP1608W

e 2 Large and 6 medium drawers, of which 2 are supplied List Price £109.95

with dividers, all secured behind a lockable front panel.
A hinged top lid reveals a large storage area.

Green felt interior to help protect tools.

Pull knob easy slide drawers for quick and easy access.
Lockable lid features 3 catches that add extra

strength when toolbox is picked up by the handle.
Supplied with 2 keys per lock.

Dont forget to
check out our latest

Storage & Workstations
Promotion!
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The latest from the world of woodwork NEW'S

DEWALT LAUNCHES XR FLEXVOLT
Launching this month, the revolutionary
DeWalt XR FLEXVOLT is a convertible
18/54V battery: completely backwards
compatible with existing 18V DeWalt
products, yet with the option to amplify
its voltage to an unprecedented 54V to be

used on bigger construction power
tools. Traditionally, when compared
with corded power tools, even
the most efficient cordless
system provides a compromise
between increased portability
and reduced power, between
greater ease of use and
reduced runtime. DeWalt
has recognised the daily
frustrations these limitations
cause end-users, and
engineered the DeWalt XR
FLEXVOLT system to eliminate
any and all restrictions, to provide
a cordless system that offers zero
compromises.

accompany this innovation. The new range
is comprised of eight products: a 54V grinder,
54V SDS plus hammer, 54V circular saw,
54V alligator saw, 54V reciprocating saw,
54V plunge saw, 54V table saw and a 54V
216mm mitre saw. These are cordless,
heavy-duty construction power tools with all
the accuracy, capacity and power of corded.
To take the XR FLEXVOLT table saw as just
one example, this is a power tool capable

of cutting 50m of 19mm OSB from just

one charge of a single battery — yet portable
enough to be easily moved from room to
room, and without the need to search for

a power source.

The DeWalt XR FLEXVOLT range is the
next chapter in cordless technology. The
new range of tools are not just extremely
powerful, they will also provide in excess of
a full day’s runtime on single charge for most
users. The potential for this technology is
limitless, for each and every trade. To find
out more, see www.dewalt.co.uk/xrflexvolt.

A new chapter in cordless technology
The power of the FLEXVOLT battery opens
up new avenues in cordless, heavy-duty
construction power tools, and DeWalt

is delivering the new product range to

17TH ANNUAL FANGFEST

This year is the 17th annual Festival of
Practical Arts held in the village of Fangfoss,
which takes place from 3-4 September.
This delightful east Yorkshire village puts

on a fantastic show once a year. Jane

Cook from The Rocking Horse Shop, says:
“The whole aim of Fangfest is to promote
traditional crafts. It's amazing how many
local traditional craftspeople we have and it
is a real joy to see the makers demonstrating
their craft”

The Rocking Horse Shop opens its doors
and lets visitors see how rocking horses are
made, including carving, painting and making
tack. At Fangfoss Pottery you will be shown
how to make a teapot and you can even
have a go at making a pot yourself. There
will be traditional pole-lathe demonstrators,
woodturning, corn dolly making, basket
weaving, stained glass window making,
and much more. Over 20 local stall holders,
many of them demonstrating their individual
crafts, will take part in Fangfest in various
places around the village.

“We also incorporate a range of family
activities, including a vintage car rally,
flower festival, fairground rides, and you
can even have a go at clay archery. We have
something for every one, from the very
young to the very old," says Jane.

To find out more about this great weekend
of entertainment, see www.fangfest.org.uk.




Woodworker susscripTION ORDER FORM

DIRECT DEBIT SUBSCRIPTIONS (UK ONLY)
Yes, | would like to subscribe to The Woodworker

O Print + Digital: £47.00 annually
O Print Subscription: £39.00 annually

YOUR DETAILS MUST BE COMPLETED

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Originator’s reference 422562
Name of bank

{Sort code Account number }

Instructions to your bank or building society: Please pay MyTimeMedia Ltd. Direct Debits from the
account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.
| understand that this instruction may remain with MyTimeMedia Ltd and if so, details will be passed
electronically to my bank/building society.

{Reference Number (official use only) }

Please note that banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions from some
types of account.

CARD PAYMENTS & OVERSEAS )

Yes, | would like to subscribe to The Woodworker,
for 1 year (13 issues) with a one-off payment

UK ONLY:

[ print + Digital: £51.00
[ print: £43.00

UK ONLY:

I EU Print + Digital: £70.00
I Eu Print: £62.00

ROW:
[ Row Print + Digital: £70.00
[CIrow Print: £62.00

PAYMENT DETAILS
[JPostal Order/Cheque []Visa/MasterCard []Maestro
Please make cheques payable to MyTimeMedia Ltd and write code V949 on the back

Cardholder’s name.

Card no: (Maestro)
Valid from.....ccccoooooeoeerer Expiry date.......ccccoooeeeees Maestro issue no...................
SIGNATUTE. ... Date.....coooervirni

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 2nd September 2016. MyTimeMedia Ltd & The Woodworker may
contact you with information about our other products

and services. If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by MyTimeMedia Ltd & The Woodworker please tick
here: @ Email 1 Post d Phone. If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please
tick here: @ Post d Phone.
If you wish to be contacted by email by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please tick here: @ Email

POST THIS FORM TO: THE WOODWORKER SUBSCRIPTIONS,

MY TIME MEDIA LTD, 3 QUEENSBRIDGE, THE LAKES,
NORTHAMPTON, NN4 7BF

Please visit www.mytimemedia.co.uk/terms for full terms & conditions CODE V949

. & STILL THE BEST
{TSRTIT) THE ORIGINAL

Woodworker

e

HURRY

OFFER

CLOSES

2 SEPTEMBER

PRINT + DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

® Free Bosch 6-piece spade bit set*

® Great savings on the shop price

® 13 Issues delivered to your door

® Download each new issue to your device

® A 75% discount on your Digital subscription

® Access your subscription on multiple devices

® Access to the Online Archive dating back
to January 2007

PRINT SUBSCRIPTION

® Free Bosch 6-piece spade bit set*
® Great savings on the shop price

® 13 Issues delivered to your door

® Never miss an issue

SUBSCRIBE TODAY




Recelve a FREE

Bosch 6-Piece Spade Bit Set*
when you subscribe today

“A great addition
to your tool box!”

BOSCH CET PR | B

PNk F P " :
SelfCut 5pecd = - PTG O

Wi ge
Vg, getwoochn'..'or'kiru:J com

R Stables
The p-t_mdluming peoplj
Weisit Stiles and Bat :

i es
ed furnityra basics - part 2

BOSCH 6 Piece Spade Bit Set Self Cut:
Suitable for soft & hard wood, light building
materials & plasterboard. Drills three times as
fast as standard spade bits. Precision-ground
tip and cutting edges for accurate dimensional
stability when drilling. This set comes with a
tidy roll-up case..

Diameters:
W 14mm, 16mm, 18mm, 20mm, 22mm, 24mm

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 2nd September 2016.
*Gift for UK subscribers only, while stocks last. Please note that our customer service agents cannot confirm whether you will receive a gift at the point of ordering your subscription - gifts will be
issued on a first come, first served basis. The publisher will not supply an alternative gift in the event of our gift stock being exhausted.
**This digital discount is only available when you subscribe to the print + digital package. You can still get a great discount on the digital package, please visit the URL stated above for more
information. Please see www.mytimemedia.co.uk/terms for full terms & conditions

SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE CALL OUR ORDER LINE Quote ref: V949

¢ http://tww.secureorder.co.uk/ TWW/V949  (3)0344 243 9023

Lines open weekdays 8am — 8pm & Saturday 9:30am-3:30pm

Calls are charged at the same rate as standard UK landlines and are included as part of any inclusive or free
minutes allowance. There are no additional charges with this number. Overseas calls will cost more.



11AM - 4PM
SUNDAY 11™ SEPTEMBER 2016

A showcase of Sheffield’s finest tools.

Come and visit the Kelham Islond Museum which
shows how the steel industry shaped our city from
past to present. See how our history has enabled us
fo continue manufacturing high quality tools.

An opportunity to meet the manufacturers and see
their tools.

Tool event coincides with a heritage weekend
and free behind the scenes tours of the Hawley
Tool Collection (please visit www.simt.co.uk
and www.hawleytoolcollection.com for more
iNfo on Now O POOK).

Museum entry £6
(concession £5, £2 for the tool event only)

/m/(ff/ /(u/.y Turnun. Retreat

JHENECHWARLERS SREE ESTABLISHED 1776

JOSEPH M RPLES LTD. / /
Est, ' b 1840 cuf' LCI2

SHEFFIELD MADE % SHEFFIELD

ESTABLISHED (N8

E.T. ROBERTS L[.[]_ﬂ’] [‘(,

& LEE X ™ A ; FOOTPRINT

'}/—'1 ’&
"L'-_A_-'f))



N

In brief...

The latest from the world of woodwork NEW'S

AN EVOLUTION IN TURNING HANDLES
Axminster’s robust looking woodturning
handle is the latest addition to their
Evolution Series. With an overall length
of 440mm, the steel shaft has a comfortable
medium/hard foam covering. The steel
shaft adds mass, making the turning
process much smoother. The covering
is durable, comfortable and gives a
positive non-slip grip while you are turning.
The gripping end has a 12-13mm ER20
collet, which firmly slots onto a 12.7mm
diameter round bar. Although originally
intended for use with 12.7mm double-ended

turning gouges, you can of course grip
any turning tool whose bar diameter is
between 12mm and 13mm. ER20 collets
do not lock up like conventional collets;
they are interchangeable: if you need to grip
a different diameter bar, then you only need
purchase a suitable sized collet. The collet
nut has a fine thread, producing a secure

grip even when tightened by hand alone.
The handle comes with a C-spanner and
tommy bar to release the nut if required.
The handle is currently priced at £49.94

inc VAT, see www.axminster.co.uk.

FORGEFIX LAUNCHES POWER TOOL
ACCESSORIES RANGE

ForgeFix, one of the UK's leading suppliers
of fixings and fasteners, has enhanced its
product range to now include power tool
accessories.

The new range has been developed
drawing on ForgeFix's 30 years of industry
experience as well as specialist input from
a carefully assembled panel of trade
professionals, including joiners, plumbers
and general builders. Specific products

available as part of the new power tool
accessories range, which will be sold under
ForgeFix's ForgeMaster brand, include HSS,
SDS, masonry, flat wood and auger drill bits.
The range also includes TileMax and
MultiMax, two revolutionary bits widely
respected for their tile drilling performance
and versatility respectively.

ForgeFix is supporting the launch of its
new ForgeMaster power tool accessories
range with dedicated point of sale solutions
- to find out more, see www.forgefix.co.uk.

DRILLING PRECISION
These new high
capacity, precision
bench and floor
mounted Clarke drill
presses from Machine
Mart are specifically
designed for heavy-duty
engineering and
workshop use.

These models, such
as the CDP352F pictured,
feature a table that can be
tilted at an angle of +/- 45°
and swivelled a full 360°,
allowing the base to
be used as a work
support.

Other features for
this model include 16
different speed settings up
10 2,770rpm; 3-1T6mm chuck
capacity; 290mm diameter table
and 0-620mm chuck to table.

All models include a rack
and pinion table mechanism,
precision ground table, robust
cast-iron handle with extra large
comfort grips, MT2 taper and a
work light. Prices start from
£191.98; see www.
machinemart.
co.uk for more
details on this
new range.
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WOODWORK carved detailing

or those who don't know me, | rather
Fenjoy a spot of woodcarving. It's a

discipline in its own right, of course,
and apart from the different tools and
skills involved, its sculptural basis doesn't
necessarily fit with the aspirations of many
woodworkers looking to make functional
furniture. Besides, most of us have more
projects to get through than time will allow
and so taking a detour to learn how to carve
something as elaborate as, say, a swooping
eagle, just isn't worth contemplating.

Despite this, I'm still keen to incorporate

some of my humble carving abilities into
general woodwork; | reckon that with a
bit of practice and some experimentation,
carved details and touches can personalise
your pieces, allow you to try some new
techniques without stepping outside
functional woodwork, and, ultimately,

oi B =%

Make it
personal -

Bernard Greatrix shows that with a handful of tools and a
little imagination, woodcarving can enhance your projects

enhance your projects. From simply
initialling a piece to dressing the corner
posts of a table with some detailed

chip carving, there are lots of relatively
straightforward embellishments you can
try — none of which call for costly tools or
special skills.

The power of forethought

The thing to bear in mind is that you

need to think ahead. You might have just
finished a project and feel that a bit of extra
ornamentation wouldn't go amiss, but
generally any embellishments need to be
engineered into a design. It might sound
like stating the obvious, but there's no use
in thinking: “I'm going to pick up a gouge
and carve out a pattern.” Just like any other
woodwork, you have to have a plan — spare
wood perhaps needs to be built into a piece

70 The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

to allow for its later removal, for example.
If the design is formal then care needs to be
taken in laying out with drafting instruments.

A freehand design is just that, of course,
and will depend on your drawing skills, but
it'll help to print out the design and either
lightly fix it in place and cut away as
required, or transfer it to the timber with
carbon paper.

It's also important to make sure that any
design is within the scope of the gouges
you already have. If not, then investing in
specific tools for the job may be worthwhile.

Tools for the job

In these carvings I've just used hand tools;
machine tools are useful only where they
save time or provide accuracy, and the type
will be obvious when needed. Aside from
general woodwork tools, all you need are a



few gouges to suit the designs you have
in mind and a straight knife. Some odd bits
of steel could also come in handy - nails
to make punches and broken hacksaw
blades for a scraper, for example (photo 1).

Most of my gouges are from Henry
Taylor although | have others by Ashley
lles and Marples. Expect to pay in the
region of £10 to £20 per new gouge
depending on size and type. Chip knives
are slightly less pricey.

There are numerous suppliers, both
new and second-hand. Woodwork and
woodcarving exhibitions are an excellent
way of getting to view a range of suppliers
and their wares, as well as to discuss
aspects of the subject with like-minded
enthusiasts. I've bought a gouge for as
little as 20p from market stalls, usually
with damaged handles and covered in
rust, but capable of being refurbished.
Personally, | would shy away from the
cheap gouge sets that are available, as
in my experience, what you save in money
you pay back many times in frustration.

As for using abrasives, this will really
depend on the effect that's required.
For crisp edges to lettering, for example,
abrasives are out of the question. My
preference is generally always for a tooled
finish — I didn’t sand any of the carvings
you see over the following pages.

Sometimes it makes sense to make your
own tools to suit specific tasks. How much
effort you put into them is up to you; my
punches were made from ordinary nails
in about 10 minutes using a fine file, while
the small gouges and chip knives were
made from masonry nails and a machine
hacksaw blade, both of which are very hard
steels (see ‘hot tools’ sidebar on page 30).

Move the blade longitudinally up and down
an oil stone...

4

.. but rock the blade about its long axis to
hone the entire edge. Sharpening gouges can
be a little tricky, but it's important that your
tools are razor-sharp

Razor-sharp
As with bench chisels, the sharper your
carving tools are the more accurately and
cleanly they will cut. Of course, gouges
have curved blades and as such present
an extra layer of difficulty in sharpening.
If completely blunt, grinding is often done
at alow angle of, say, 15°, to enable the
blade to cut nearer the surface of the work.
One exception is the roughing gouge where
heavy mallet work is involved.

There are two traditional methods of
honing gouges: the first is to move the

1

ié

A few gouges and some homemade tools are all you need to get started

Wrap your fist around the blade with the side
of the thumb rubbing the work and the other
hand holding the handle

blade longitudinally up and down an il
stone (photo 2) in the same way as a
bench chisel (photo 3), but rock the blade
about its long axis to hone the entire edge
(photo 4). In doing this the edge follows a
figure-of-eight on the stone. I'm not keen on
this method as it is all too easy to curve the
honed surface lengthways, which makes
fine carving difficult; the second method is
to present the blade at right angles to the
length of the stone and rotate the blade
while travelling the length of the stone.

| find it's much easier to maintain a good
angle this way. You then hone the inside of
the gouge with suitably shaped stones. I've
left a small bevel on the inside, which apart
from increasing the cutting angle slightly,
does enable the gouge to be used upside
down without digging in. The final stage in
getting a sharp edge is to strop the blade
on a hard leather pad using a fine abrasive.

Which timber?
| decided to use sycamore as | had some
offcuts available; it carves well enough, but
does show up blunt tools horribly with white
smears and crumbling. Just about any
timber can be carved, but it's worth taking
note of a few generally accepted guidelines.
Coarse timbers such as oak and elm are
best used for large-scale carvings (oak being
the predominant timber used traditionally in
English churches). I have noticed that oak
does, on occasions, carry quite surprisingly
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WOODWORK carved detailing

6

Hold a carving knife in a fist with your index
finger providing the push

/

Whether to hold the tool at a low or high
angle depends on the cut being made

RELIEF CARVING

any kind of image or design that you fancy.

or No.9 are the most effective for this.

you have to best match the design.

The Woodworker September 2016 www.getwoodworking.com

fine detail when done by masters, so there's
no need to rule it out altogether; just beware
that its coarse grain means that there's a
tendency for fine detail to snap off. Lime
and boxwood are popular timbers for
carving as they both provide very fine detail,
though lime is easier to work and perfect for
sculptural work as it has straight, plain grain.
There are few better examples of these
timbers’ use than in the work of Grinling
Gibbons or Samuel Watson, and in modern
times Maureen Hockley and Peter Benson,
some of whose work can be seen at the
National Memorial Arboretum.

| suspect that heavily patterned timbers
such as zebrano are unlikely to be suitable
for the types of carving considered here but
they do find a place in turning and sculptural
work where the lines can enhance the
curves of the piece.

For what we're talking about here, of
course, you have to work with the project’s
intended timber. Again, this is where
planning ahead comes in, as you might
be able to swap the timber you intended
to use for something of similar appearance,
which is easier to carve. In any case, you
should definitely doodle on a scrap from
the project before making a decision.

Incised or relief carving is all about producing a raised motif by cutting away its background
(photo 8). This can be a regular pattern like the Celtic knot or the motto scroll that | tried, or

Firstly, | drew a sketch of the design, then removed the area that wasn't part of the image
down to the depth of the background (photo 9), which may be flat up to or sloping in from a
regular shape — rectangle, circular, etc. — on to the surface. High number gouges like No.8

| flattened the surface down with a shallow No.3 gouge, working back the design until it
appeared as a silhouette against the background. You can use whatever curvature gouges

Due to the small size of the sample and the limited number of gouges | had at my
disposal, cleaning up was difficult; | forgot to apply the ‘requirements rule’ (design for the
tools in hand). The carving knife came in handy for cleaning out corners and ‘picking’.

The background can be left as a tooled finish or you could flatten it totally with a router

and/or glass paper. | preferred to ‘punch’it, simply leaving impact marks on the surface
of the timber using a filed nail

z

7

Getting started

There are no hard and fast rules about
holding gouges, though a firm, and yet
relaxed, grip is a good place to start. | find
that wrapping my fist around the blade
(photo 5) with the side of the thumb
rubbing the work and the other hand
holding the handle (pushing or tapping
with a mallet) works well for horizontal
carving; wrapping my fist around the blade
and the side of the hand rubbing is better
for vertical work. For delicate work, | reduce
the overall fist.

You should hold a carving knife in a fist
with your index finger providing the push
(photo 6). The thumb rubs the work and
provides a pivot point, setting the blade
angle to about 60°. Another method is
to use the index finger or thumb of the
other hand to push the blade. Whether
to hold the tool at a low or high angle
depends on the cut being made (photo 7).

Most of the examples of woodcarving
here are achievable for a novice, although
they all require care and practice. These
decorative processes are not meant to be
an exhaustive list, and this will certainly not
be a masterclass, but hopefully you'll get
some ideas for your own work.

Chip carving generally involves using knives
to cut patterns into the face or edge of timber
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My first chip carved attempts consisted of
multiples of small triangular incised pyramids




Chip carving
An art that varies from simple patterns
to the incredible images created by the
likes of Wayne Barton, chip carving
generally involves using knives to cut
patterns into the face or edge of timber
(photo 10). What you're doing essentially
is working in two planes: there's the wood's
surface and the point beneath the surface
where two cuts will intersect to create a
chip. It's not difficult to make the chips,
but this can be a tedious process and
requires careful and sometimes intensive
planning to get the pattern desired.
Despite having carried a pen knife since
childhood and spending many hours

whittling, I've never indulged in chip carving.

As it turns out, a pen knife is actually no
good anyway because the blade is too long
and has a tendency to collapse into the
handle. Chip carving knives are, you'd think,
the way to go, but as there are dozens of
different ones to choose from | was left
somewhat confused, and decided to make
two in order to experiment. My first chip
carved attempts consisted of multiples of
small triangular incised pyramids which,
while simple in their own right, can produce
fascinating patterns when grouped en

| used a pair of compasses to make this
six-pointed flower design

| formed the daisy simply by chopping
vertically around the centre of the flower
using a 10mm, No.7 gouge

masse (photo 11). Straight lines aren't
mandatory — we've probably all played with
a compass during school hours to make
circular divided patterns from a six-pointed
flower to almost stunning complexity
(photo 12). For the patterns shown, and
for all chip carving, you angle the tool at
roughly 60° to the surface (photo 13); the
first requirement is to try to maintain this
angle while cutting to the line, which isn't
easy, but improves with practice.

My conclusion at the end of these
samples was that | had bitten off a bit more
than I could chew by making the patterns
slightly too fine. Chip carving looks best
if it is done straight to the line in one shot.
| found a great deal of difficulty in this;
more effort was needed to control and
propel a knife through the wood when the
chip was larger, and if I'm honest, | had a
real concern that it would jump out and
slice my thumb; after all, as with most
tools, it's best to take care to keep body
parts behind the sharp pointy edges!

Initialling

The easiest way to initial your work is with

a set of alphabet punches available in many
outlets for between £5 and £10. The trouble

You need to angle the tool at roughly 60°
to the surface

The scroll is concave-ish like a violin scroll;
the latter would be convex

with these is that rather than cut the initials
into your work it's crushing the fibres, and
I think the results are pretty messy.

Letter carving potentially gives the
crispest lettering but in small scale can
easily look a bit odd, usually because serifs
are much too prominent and the scaling
is a bit off; any slight deviation in cutting
would be magnified in the eye of the
beholder as the overall proportions would
be disproportionately out. Larger letters look
much better, but then a big ‘BJG" on my work
(photo 14) would hardly amount to an
‘initial’, would it!

As mentioned earlier, the number of
gouges you possess will have a bearing
on how well you can cut the lines of your
drawing. | didn't get very far using a knife,
and will need a lot more practice before
getting very far with letters, | think.

Cutting & carving

I had to put more thought into these
examples than | did the others; it's a matter
of building them into your design. | tried
making chair back splats; if you're bold
enough, you could incorporate two similar
back-to-back curves into the apron rail of

a table or cornice. | started by cutting the

Letter carving can be done either freehand
using gouges or using a set of alphabet
punches

This bullrush pattern was produced using a
V-gouge, then using a 6mm, No.7 gouge to
over-cut the top of the lines
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WOODWORK carved detailing

splats to shape with a coping saw. | then
sketched an involute curve using gentler

curved gouges, then cut back from the line
almost to the neighbouring line. The more

gouges you have the better match you'll be
able to find for chopping around the curve.

| got best results when | cleaned up with
the shallowest gouge to enable a tooled

finish. The same curve could be treated in
a similar manner by carving both sides of

the line to create a shell; imagine a rope

curled into a spiral. The first example — the

scroll — is concave-ish like a violin scroll;
the latter would be convex (photo 15).
My alternative to the spiral was the
simple daisy flower. | formed the daisy
by chopping vertically around the centre
of the flower using a T0mm, No.7 gouge,

producing a circle of about 6mm diameter

are the ‘Greek’ patterns and the bulrushes
(photo 17). The idea for the latter was that
it would form a kind of signature, appearing
somewhere discreet on all of my pieces

of furniture; this was an idea | had after
visiting Robert Thompson (the Mouseman)
on the south edge of the North Yorkshire
Moors when on holiday many years ago.

I produced it with a V-gouge, cutting a few
gently curved lines and then using a 6mm,
No.7 gouge to over-cut the top of the lines,
thus creating the impression of bulrushes.
The depth of cut is a mere 0.5 to Tmm.
Free flowing gentle curves seemed to work
best here.

I think the Greek patterns are pretty neat
as you could adapt them to appear on all
of a piece’s top rails, say, or as a design
running down the legs of a piece. | made

(photo 16). | had to take care to ensure that ~ the simple rectangular spiral by first

the centre didn't pop out by following the

initial cut with a relieving cut. | rounded off

marking out a series of straight lines and
using a 10mm, No.7 gouge (photo 18).

the central mound and stabbed a few times ~ The designs look OK, | think, in both long

with a sharp pin to represent seeds.

Doodling
My other experiments, which are more
doodles than particular types of carving,

I made the simple rectangular spiral by first

marking out a series of straight lines and
using a 10mm, No.7 gouge

The sinusoidal patterns were a kind of
digression from the Greek patterns
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runs or in a tight rectangular pattern — the

latter possibly useful on a solid chair back.
The sinusoidal patterns were a kind

of digression from the Greek patterns

(photo 19). | followed the straight line with

I'm rather fond of medieval carving, which
inspired my efforts here

Fans such as this one often appeared on
Queen Anne furniture

7

z

a 12mm, No.8 gouge, chopping and
clearing opposite sides as | went to
produce a wavy line. It was a bit awkward
cleaning out the acute corners — at first |
used the carving knife, but then discovered
that if the angle of attack was correct, then
the gouge would clean the corners itself.

Panel work

| can't leave a carving subject without
mentioning the decoration of panels, be it
a flamboyant image of Bacchus carved on
an Austrian wine merchant’s door, the old
staid linen panels much loved in earlier
days, or the coat of arms decorating a
country house. Many of these make my
sample attempts look more like graffiti.
Of course, once you get onto panel work,
woodcarving starts to become very tricky,
but if you enjoy having a go at these little
details, you may want to push yourself
onto something more ambitious. [

HOT TOOLS

You can alter hard steel by annealing it =
heating until red hot then allowing the steel
to cool slowly; at this point the steel is soft
enough to file, drill or hammer into shape,

and can then be tempered to hold a sharp
edge. You do this by reheating gently at the
handle end and watching the colour changes
until a light straw tint is just near the cutting
edge, then quickly quenching again

SUPPLIERS
Woodcarving tools can be obtained from the
following:

B Axminster Tools & Machinery
Tel: 0800 371 822
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

M Henry Taylor Tools
Tel: 01142 340 282
Web: www.henrytaylortools.co.uk

M Ashley lles
Tel: 01790 763 372
Web: www.ashleyilestoolstore.co.uk

The following books on carving - all available
from www.amazon.co.uk — may provide
further inspiration:

W Complete Guide to Chip Carving by Wayne
Barton — ISBN: 978-1402741289

B Classic Fretwork Saw Patterns by Patrick

Spielman - ISBN: 978-0806982540

B [ ettercarving in Wood: A Practical Course

by Chris Pye — ISBN: 978-1861080431
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» Beginner Course in Fine Woodwork
» Part-time classes; both evening & daytime
« Various start dates between July
and November 2016
« One day short courses at intervals
throughout the year.

This is a friendly, relaxed workshop where total beginners
& those with experience can perfect the art of fine woodwork.

Johnis an outstanding teacher with over 30 years of experience
as a cabinet-maker, boat-builder, designer and bespoke joiner.

Our workshop is inside an historic mill in beautiful
: surroundings at Pleasley Vale,
Nottinghamshire.

John McMahon School of
Fine Woodwork Ltd.

For more information on
this course and others,

Flexidisc Sander/Grinder

The Flexidisc sander gives a superb finish on wood, metal, fibreglass,
car body filler and all hard materials.

Its fast rotation speed achieves sensational results in a fraction of the
time normally taken by conventional sanders.

This versatile tool also sharpens chisels, plane blades, lathe tools, axes and
garden toals without the rapid overheating of normal abrasive wheels.

This is the ideal tool to prepare your timber prior to varnishing with
Le Tonkinois varnish.

www.flexidiscsander.co.uk g
Tel: 01628 548840 : e

Le ‘Tan kfnais VafNiSh Le Tonkinois is a natural oil based yacht varnish.

Perfect for outdoor, indoor and marine use. With Le Tonkinois varnish the options really are endless.

Combining unrivalled protection on materials including cork flooring, stone, metal and wood and brilliant
permanent penetration, Le Tonkinois varnish leaves absolutely no brush marks and will
restore the natural beauty of timber whilst removing your brush marks.

Flexible enough to move with the timber and able to withstand abrasion and
impact, Le Tonkinois varnish is resistant to boiling water, UV, petrol, diesel

) and sea water, It won't crack, chip or peel off, making it perfect for
all outside purposes as well as indoor.

www.letonkinoisvarnish.co.uk
Tel: 01628 548840




NATURAL WOOD
FINISHES YOU
CAN RELY ON

01296 481220 | osmouk.com

Ms -

osmof

Decking-Oil

Protects and maintains all kinds
§ ' xterior soft- and hardwoods

S, micraparaus

Wiatter-regatent, dit-resistent

Do nat orack, faks, peal o biister

Blncide.free

Highest covarage

DECKING-OIL: H|ghest quahty colour and protec‘uon for vvood

v v v v v
MICROPOROUS | DURABLEl UV-FESISANTl 0I.-BASED| HIGH COVERAGE

Set courses, 1-1 tuition,
group bookings,
corporate events and
tuition for institutions
(Colleges, schools etc).

For over 20 years Greenwood
Days have been running
fantastic courses at their
centre set in 100 acres of
beautiful woodland in the
middle of The National Forest.
We offer a peaceful wood-
land setting, experienced
tutors (award winners), a hot |
homemade lunch and the e ,\J
time and space for beginners ¥
and experienced students to
learn a wide range of skills
and create your
own pieces to
proudly take

Dowelmax

Tables, chairs, stools, kitchens,
bedrooms, desks, bookcases,
sideboards, beds, benches, doors,
windows, steps, cabinets,

make them all and more with the
Dowelmax Doweling Jig

Dowelmax Doweling Jig -

No need for biscuit jointers, tenoners,
morticers, screws, loose tenons etc,
make joints faster, more
accurately and stronger with

Dowelmax

The ultimate doweling jig for woodworkers!
See us on Yuum and visit:
www.dowelmax.co.uk

for more info, video and ordering.

|3 Dowelmax E]
Tel: 01352 781168 or 07773 718758

@ Windsor Chair Making

@ Pole Lathe turning/
Stool making

@ Longbow making
@ Rustic Furniture
@ Basket Making

@ Scything
@ Spoon Carving
@ Willow Sculpture

@ Willow Plant Climbers
@ Sharpening Days

Greenwood Days « Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold, Leicestershire LE65 1RU
t: 01332 864529 or 07946 163860 + e: peter@greenwooddays.co.uk + www.greenwooddays.co.uk




Dartmoor Creative Woodturning

by Chris Foweraker

Learn to turn in the Dartmoor National Park
Courses with one-to-one tuition or two students by arrangement

Maximum Group size 4
with a minimum of 2 instructors

In 3 days you will learn all the skills
necessary to continue your journey
as a bowyer.

Our courses are fully catered. We
pride ourselves on the exceptional
quality of our catering.

All materials and equipment needed
to make your bow is included in the
price. Camping on site is free or you
may choose to stay in a local B&B.

chris.c. foweraker@gmail.com e Mob: 07816 623062
www.dartmoorcreativewoodturning.co.uk

are held in the beautiful Sussex countryside
not far from the historic city of Arundel

The site is in the beautiful South Downs National Park

We offer a range of Bow Making Courses

from our 3 Day Long Bow and Flat Bow

Course to one day Bhutanese style Bows.

Our bow maker will guide you through the rough shaping with an
axe; carving with drawknives, spokeshaves and planes; and finishing
with rasps and scrapers. Using hand tools familiar to our ancestors.
He will help you to recognise where to remove wood and advise on

how to handle any character in the wood.

The aim is that you will leave with a bow that is strung and shooting.
You will also learn to craft & fletch your own arrow and make your own bow string.

Course Start Dates
Course dates are flexible; please get in
touch for the next available date. ;

David and Wayne have been making bows
and arrows for the past 15 years and between
them have crafted hundreds of Bows using
traditional and more modern techniques to
create beautiful and effective bows.

Course Length: 3 days
Price: £265.00 (includes VAT)

Please call Wayne on 07771 540184 or see our website www.forestknights.co.uk



ON TEST wilwaukee 18V planer

Despite not being a looker, this 18V planer from
Milwaukee produces a superb finish at a good price

Milwaukee

M18 BP 18V planer

FROM
£214.80

=

While Milwaukee haven't opted for a ‘Fuel’, which is their
signature range of brushless motor cordless tools, this new
four-pole motored model puts Milwaukee back in the race for
the chippies’ hard-earned cash.

[t's no looker; quite an angular and rudimentary design, but
in truth there's very little you can introduce to a planer to enhance
its design or capabilities as its role is simple, but this one is
certainly effective.

The first thing that jumped out at me when | quickly scanned
it over before a closer look was the cutterblock. It follows a similar
design to the old square head blocks found on older, now illegal,
static jointer machines. It means that as the block rotates, as the
flats come around to the mouth aperture, it leaves a gap in excess
of 12mm. | could easily get my finger in there, which is why the
surfacer-type machines became illegal.

As the Milwaukee is hand-held, the planer should be controlled
with the hands above the danger area, so your digits should be
well away from peril. Any reservations | had were addressed by
the CE mark — it's fully compliant for use in the EU.

Dealing with shavings

What the square block design does give you is a machine that isn't
easily overwhelmed by shavings gathering around the block; these
are quickly moved up and away to the 40mm ejector port. There's
a built-in internal deflector that can be altered to fire shavings

to either side of the tool by using the front-mounted dial. There's

a dust bag supplied with the machine, which is always a useful
addition, and often an optional extra, especially when buying sans
battery, but during my tests | found that it does suffer similar
problems to some others: with new blades and working wider
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timber that gives big shavings,
the dust outlet is too narrow to
cope and quickly clogs.

Let the shavings eject to the
floor and the planer trots along
quite merrily so you need to
decide whether to keep an eye on
] the bag or get the brush out! The
ideal scenario is an extractor and
an adaptor is supplied to take a
standard hose. This is designed
~ with a lip to allow Milwaukee’s
own hose lock system to retain
- it, but it will work with a push fit
hose as well.

Thick aluminium beds

The planer takes standard
reversible carbide blades

that self-set with blades easily
swapped with the supplied

hex wrench. Depth adjustment
is altered with the front adjuster to a maximum of 2mm per pass,
indexing into 20 different positions for '/1th millimetre
adjustments, allowing finer fitting as needed.

Moving to the underside of the mortiser, the planer beds are
thick aluminium with excellent milled faces for accuracy with the
front shoe having a 'V’ groove, which allows you to quickly knock
corners off for basic chamfer work. The parking shoe is also
a neat addition, as you can easily lock it in if you don't need it.

The Milwaukee M18 BP 18V planer - a great body-only addition




90° position

The planer also comes with a good fence that tilts, which allows
more scope to replicate existing bevels and so forth. It works well
set at its 90° position as a support when running along an edge;
shooting in a door edge, for example, and with a marginal tilt will
run the closing angles off quickly and accurately. You need to
check it for 90° due to its pressed steel construction, which isn't
the most accurate, but is still incredibly useful.

It is of course designed for rebating work as well, sliding
across the sole to set the width. A maximum depth of 10.7mm
is achievable, which is a tad shy of what | would like if | was
looking to fit a door over a water bar or rebating a pair of doors
to fit a suitable rebated lock or latch, for example, but it does
prove useful in other areas up to its maximum capacity.

In summary

The planer works very well indeed under load; | cleaned up a
long piece of 50mm-thick maple and then took a few passes
on its flat, taking cuts of 2mm on the 50mm edge and knocking
back to around 0.7mm on the wider 75mm flat.

Both cuts overwhelmed the bag quickly but the planer itself
powered on regardless. Removing the bag to let the shavings eject
freely made for a glassy smooth finish and | was able to make passes
as quick as a mains one without detriment to finish or power.

All'in all, if you are on board with Milwaukee then it's a great
body-only addition, and if you are looking for a new complete kit
with batteries, it gets you into the rest of the Milwaukee range
including the completely compatible ‘Fuel’ range of tools. Definitely
worth a look. AK

SPECIFICATION /

BLOCK SPEED 14,000rpm
BLOCK WIDTH 82mm
MAX CUTTING DEPTH 2mm
MAX REBATE DEPTH 10.7mm

If you're looking for a planer that delivers a superb finish
and performs well under load, take a look at this new offering
from Milwaukee

PROS M Superb finish
W Powerful under load
M Dust bag and fence supplied as standard

CONS M Dust bag can clog quickly
B The square block is scary!

VALUE FOR MONEY NN NN NN =N
PERFORMANCE HE EN BN BN

FURTHER INFORMATION

W Milwaukee Tools
W www.milwaukeetool.eu

The supplied dust bag can fit to either side of
the planer

The block looks similar to many out there
angled work

The side from which the shavings eject is
controlled via this small dial

The fence is a great addition and can tilt for

The parking shoe on the planer can b Iocke
in flush if not required

The dust outlet is easily overwhelmed when
making wider cuts with the bag fitted

WA LT [ e Kefelia@  The Woodworker September 2016 u




ON TEST charmwood BS350 bandsaw

Designed for light use, this machine
nevertheless sports some good engineering

Charnwood BS350
Premium bandsaw

Falling into the price band that errs towards
affordability over robustness, Charnwood
has a range of three saws sharing identical
components and design to suit both budget
and capacity needs.

However, you still get a good
bandsaw for your money, and a good
blade. The one fitted on all three of
these is British made, and in my testing
of the biggest model it made short work of the
175mm-thick oak off which | easily sliced a few
3mme-thick veneers.

Aluminium features heavily in its build, from
the band wheels to the guide post and fence
assembly, which means it will be more suited
to a less demanding environment.

Double bearings

The main difference over any bandsaw I've
looked at over the years is the use of double
bearings for the side support. This now gives
four bearings on the upper guide, and it's
replicated below; this is a decent feature as

the lower guides are often more simplistic.

By doubling up the bearings the blade has
additional support on wider blades to minimise
any twist as you turn tighter corners as well

as better support on standard straight cutting.

Adjustments are a combination of small knobs
and hex key. | thought these to be a little on the
small side for a really good nip up to ensure the
settings remain constant, more so for older or
less strong fingers.

The guide post itself has a double-function
locking knob, the internal ring acting as the lock,
with the outer adjusting the height accordingly.
This works well, although the overall quality
of all the adjusters is where cost savings have
been made, plastic being used instead of nylon.

Blade tensioning is the now almost standard
tensioning wheel and tracking knob backed up
with a quick-release tensioning lever for fast blade
swaps. You have to remove the fence running rail
to remove the blade but the wingnut release below
it makes it a doddle to do so, so you can swap a
blade in a matter of a minute or so.

for blade support

A neat feature is the use of double bearings

)‘«
‘ /

is from one rip cut

A tensioning lever allows fast blade swaps

Tensioning can be assessed with the
indicator
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As an indication of the collection feature, this

This post allows the table to be set perfectly
square to the blade

You can check the setting through the
viewing window in the top door




A basic indicator needle shows the tension as a ballpark figure, SPECIFICATION

which can be read through a small window in the upper door so MAX CUTTING DEPTH 225mm
you don't need to open it to check the setting. THROAT WIDTH 340mm
A look inside the upper door reveals a spoked aluminium MOTOR 1,700W
wheel with a small spring and bracket to tension the blade; BLADES 6-25mm
certainly not as beefy as some, but about par for this price band. CUTTING SPEEDS 800 & 370mpm
Open the lower door and the lower wheel is linked to an external WEIGHT 75kg

knob that slackens the drive belt for a second speed option when

working in other materials. It also reveals a neat feature shared by -
all three saws: slots in the bottom of the saw allowing the dust to VERDICT

drop into a small drawer in the base. Ideal for light use, the BS350 has a wide range of features
The rear dust port has a cover cap to keep the dust within the that make it a great contender in a light trade environment

base so that it drops into the drawer if you don't use an extractor.

It does a decent job although there was a bit of dust on the floor. PROS M Twin roller bearings W Worklight
The final area to consider is the cast-iron work table. This is flat M Neat dust collector B Two speeds

and well finished with mitre slots for the supplied mitre fence,

which along with the sliding fence allows a variety of cuts to be CONS M Light build

easily made. | did a few quick tenons to check out both fence M Cheap plastic knobs

options and was pleased enough with the results although there is
some play in the mitre slot as the fence isn't of top-end standard, VALUE FOR MONEY Nl NN NN =N
but is sufficient for general use. The slots aren't standard, however, | PERFORMANCE HE NN BN En
so an aftermarket fence won't fit if you're looking to upgrade.

FURTHER INFORMATION

In summary B Charnwood
So although not the heaviest of builds out there, nonetheless m 01530 516 926

the Charnwood pulls its weight and comes up with decent
performance, but it needs to be looked after in the more robust
light trade environment for which it is badged as suitable. AK

B www.charnwood.net

Initial tensioning is achieved with the The height post is set with the double- The fence rail on the BS350 removes easily
top adjuster function knob for blade swapping

As you can see, the blade dealt with oak Using the basic mitre fence, it's very easy to Twin trunions support the table and allow
consistently and cleanly cut a tenon in a minute or so quick angle setting

WA ST e (h e Refelgy B The Woodworker September 2016 d




ON TEST iton 12V drill & driver

This handy drill and driver duo features a robust construction,
both are powerful in use, and the option of being able
to purchase an extra powerful battery is a real bonus

Triton 12V drill
& driver set

The cordless drill remains pretty much the most popular and
useful power tool in any woodworker's kit, and it's great that
there is so much choice out there in the market at the moment;
there really is something for everyone. While the bigger 18V kit
is the natural choice for general carpentry work and on-site jobs
of every kind, the smaller 10.8V varieties (see sidebar) are fast
increasing in popularity for the hobbyist or craft user.

Compact & accessible

As well as taking up less storage room in transit or on a shelf,
the diminutive cousins of the big boys are now approaching their
equal in terms of usefulness, and are actually superior in some
respects. They won't weigh your tool belt down so much if you're
up a ladder and, in general, prolonged usage will be much less
physically taxing.

This pair from established manufacturers Triton, originally best
known for their SuperJaws workbench holding system, brings the
versatility of the smaller compact kit at an accessible price. Fully
compatible with the other kit in the Triton 10.8V range, the two
1.5Ah batteries supplied will ensure uninterrupted usage on a job.

In a break from tradition (something that is frequently
associated with this forward-looking firm), Triton are also offering
an extra powerful battery as an after market add-on. This will fit all

of their 10.8V kit and provides a longer running time. This is a
3Ah battery and, as an additional reason for owning one, the flat
base of the battery ensures that any Triton tool it is fitted to will
now stand upright.

Following conventions
Most regular readers will be familiar with my oft-voiced desire

longer lasting 3Ah version... designed charger

The regular 1.5Ah battery alongside the ... both of which will fit into the intelligently- An LED worklight is sensibly and conveniently

placed on both tools

The impact driver has a sprung collar to Removing the chuck from the drill exposes a The drill has two speeds: ‘Hi’ and ‘Lo’
assist in bit changes 6mm hex bit holder beneath
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for standardisation in power tools and kit and, while | know it's
unlikely that manufacturers will be exchanging technical details
and going for complete compatibility any time soon, it's always
good to see certain conventions followed. One of these is the
placement and general operating methods of the switches and
triggers to be found on the average cordless drill. While nearly
every other drill on the market has a speed control with forward
position slow, backward position fast, the Triton has these
positions reversed. Not really a problem, but it takes some
getting used to, and seems like change just for the sake of it.

In use
What | found particularly interesting about the drill driver was
the fact that the three-jawed chuck can be removed entirely,
something | discovered accidentally as | was experimenting with
torque settings and jaw grip. By means of pulling the simple collar
forwards, the chuck can be popped off, revealing a standard 6mm
hex bit holder. This both opens up opportunities for quick change
working as well as reducing the working length of the tool from
230mm to 185mm.

When it comes to driving screws, an impact driver will do a
much better job of it than a regular driver, and actually offers a
lot more control. It's particularly useful when removing stubborn
screws that have rusted into place. Although a larger driver will
make a quicker job of it, the Triton impact made short work of
powering 100mm screws into constructional 4x2s. Like the rest
of the Triton range, both drill and driver are solidly constructed,
and feature a moulded grip for extra comfort and control. Both
tools feel nice and solid in the hand, mostly because they both

Another advantage of buying the extra capacity battery -
increased stabhility

share steel gearings, which increases reliability and means that
the tool should last a lot longer.

In summary

This duo from Triton features a robust construction, are convenient
in use and the detachable chuck is a real boon. Both are powerful,
and also represent good value for money. MC

SPECIFICATION /

T12DD DRILL DRIVER

NO LOAD SPEED 0-300 (low)/1,200rpm (high)
CHUCK CAPACITY 10mm single sleeve keyless chuck
MAX TORQUE 22Nm
SPEEDS Two speed with variable and reverse
WEIGHT 1.18kg
T12ID IMPACT DRIVER

NO LOAD SPEED 0-2,000rpm
CHUCK CAPACITY 6mm Hex with quick-release
MAX TORQUE 80NmM
SPEEDS Single speed with variable and reverse
WEIGHT 1.12kg

A robust pair of convenient kit

PROS M Detachable chuck
M Bigger capacity battery available

CONS M Speed selector switch reversed

VALUE FOR MONEY NN NN NN =N
PERFORMANCE HN EN BN BN

FURTHER INFORMATION

M Triton Tools
B www.tritontools.com /

10.8V or 12V? 18V or 20V?
Cordless power tool ratings are generally based on the sum total
of the nominal voltage of the combined cell pack, e.g. 10.8V, 18V,
etc. and have done so for a number of years. Recently, in various
test labs, it's been noted that a surge or peak output from a
battery can be logged at a higher value than the nominal rating,
and this larger number is sometimes used by a manufacturer in
sales and marketing.

In an effort to avoid confusing any newcomers out there
into thinking that there are more voltage types available than
is actually the case, | shall continue to use the more commonly
used versions that most of us are familiar with. For the record,
each individual cell in a cell pack has a voltage rating of 3.6V,
which accounts for the cumulative totals seen in the common
battery types, e.g. 10.8V, 14.4V, 18V, etc. MC
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ON TEST veritas tapered plug cutters

Manufactured to high standards, these tapered snug plug cutters
from Veritas feature four cutting flutes, which helps to deliver a much
cleaner and smooth-sided plug — a must-have for any woodworker

Veritas tapered snug
plug cutters

When it comes to making a tidy fixing,
there's much to recommend the use

of a cross-grain plug to cover a screw

head. Fitting timber plugs was once the
carpenter’s standard method of completing
a door or window frame installation, but
lately I've noticed two things: one, many
carpenters either just leave the screw heads
showing (or fill the holes with two-part filler)
and two, quite a few timber and builders’
merchants have stopped selling the packs
of pre-cut timber plugs. This is very sad,
and I've even had “what are they?” when

I've requested some in recent months.

their own cross-grain plugs with quite

a wide variety of plug cutters available.
Having sampled a few of these over the
years — the cheaper ones are generally
inaccurately sized, and some are unable to
maintain a sharp cutting edge — I'm
pleased to say that these ones from
Canadian tool specialists Veritas, are,
without doubt, the best on sale today.

As well as producing a cleanly cut and
accurately sized plug, the four-pronged
cutters also achieve a tapered profile,
which ensures that the plug will be a nice
tight fit in the prepared screw hole. I've
found that they work best in a drill stand
or press, but you can manage without one
if you're on site and you don't have all your
machines to hand. Just make sure you
brace the drill against your body, take it
steady and you should be fine. Cutting and
fitting cross-grain plugs is a very satisfying
business, and if you select your matching
offcut with care and be sure to make a
good job of fitting each plug, you can
almost pull off an invisible fixing.

Clean & accurate
All'is not lost, though, as the keen
woodworker has always been able to make

SPECIFICATION y/

B These snug plug cutters cut a slightly
tapered plug

B Available in metric and imperial sizes

B Flares out at a 3° angle

W Four cutting flutes

Available sets

The plug cutters are available in metric

or imperial sets, but for me these two,

the T0mm and the '/2in, are the most useful
by far; the T0mm will fit a 4mm screw (or
No.8) perfectly, while the /2in will enable
you to use a bigger 5mm (or No.10) screw
for a more substantial fixing. All can be
sharpened with file and stone (instructions
included) and represent an excellent
investment for future work.

In summary

As with all Veritas kit, these cutters are
machined to exacting tolerances and

will maintain their accuracy for years. MC

M Also available in sets of three

Manufactured to high standards, these
tapered snug plug cutters feature four
cutting flutes, which helps to deliver a
much cleaner and smooth-sided plug.
As it says on the box: tapered plugs

fit perfectly every time — and they do!

PROS M A supremely useful tool, and
a must-have for any serious
woodworker

CONS M None that | can think of!

VALUE FOR MONEY NN NN NN NN mm
PERFORMANCE HE IN BN BN BN

FURTHER INFORMATION

B Axminster Tools & Machinery
W 0800 371 822
W www.axminster.co.uk

4

When removing waste, take care to ensure that
the grain doesn't break off below the surface

A drill stand makes cutting the plugs
an easy job

P
|

A tidy - and almost invisible - fixing

m The Woodworker September 2016 [T (=130 eTeTs (0761 () s Kelolay]
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Allan Calder’s Ltd
Sandpaper Supplies
| Unt 25, Ghuret ks, amesBinle Road Leek, Stafardshir ST13 K.

We are supplying top quality brands of
sanding abrasives for all types of
Wood Turners, Joiners & Cabinet Makers.

email: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01538 387738

Unloved?
Unuseable?

RESTORE IT!

Stanley No.5 ‘before & after’ photo courtesy Peter Hemsley — The TooclPost

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel
Remove only the rust leaving sound metal unaffected.
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more
stunning ‘before & after’ examples on our website photo
galleries. Find local and international stockists on the
website.

Shield Technology Limited. Tel; +44 (0)1472 360699
Unit 89, Grimsby Business Centre Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685
King Edward Street, Email: info@shieldtechnology.co.uk

Grimsby, DN31 3JH www.shialdtechnology.co.uk

Distributor enquiries welcome

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY

Guarding Against Corrosion

SEPTEMBER 2016
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Mike Watts| Woodworking Courses

Tailored courses - Eegmnersorewenencedwe!came_ =

jh Btfm&éuf Nohfft wam Max 2-3

students =
Why not Learn from a degree qualified we
teacher with more than 40 years'
experience whilst combining your
course with a break in our breathtaking
coastal area?

| We have comfortable

| self-catering accommodatio

on site with materials and

| Hardwood provided so that you can...
...take your completed project home mth you‘

,]31;! smm " info@mikewattswoodworking.co.uk

7 www.mikewattswoodworking.co.uk
| Basicl Woodworking  Furniture & Cabinetmaking  Picture Framing

Thirty years

teaching

furniture design,
making and restoration

OAK YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE
SYCAMORE & More!

www.surreytimbers.co.uk

The Woodworker Classified
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3=y R

N LN
The UK’s exclusive &
agent for Vicmarc machinery
e« Lathes
« Chucks
« Jaws

» Accessories
& Spares

* RP4000

Chuck
Spares
& Jaws

iyt =

Woodtu rnlng Su pplies, tools & tuition

Te: 07842 189 743
¥ einfo@blackislewoodturing.com W

www.blackislewoodturning.com

'FOR SALE

£200 the lot!

All in good working order!
® Air Compressor
¢ Planer Thicknesser

» Elektra Beckum Type SPA 1100
Single Bag Dust Extractor HDM 1000

» Wood Chisels set

These can be viewed at any time,
Buyer must collect and | am open to offers.

5)

M | 15
\ L) -

: Murtden, Surréi;
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MAIL ORDER TOP QUALITY~ LOW PRICES!
NARROW BANDSAW VSM VITEX ABRASIVES
KK532F Starter Pack (4 Metres) £14.00
M Ine.VAT & UK post. Y2 metre each of grit
MANUFACTURED TO 80, 120, 150, 180, 240, 320, 400 and 600.
ANY LENGTH *GRIP-A-DISC* Power Sanding System
TR 50mm Starter Kit - £32,00 Inc.VAT
PHONE NOW FOR QUOTATION & post. Contains 50 Discs and Holder.
OR PRICE LIST We also stock: Sorby Tools, Chestmut
T R U C U T Products, Pacer Super Glues & VSM beits.
Spurside Saw Works, The Downs, SAE for Catalogue
Ross-On-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 714 | | ill Piers Woodturning Supplies
www.trucutbandsaws.co.uk 2 Kimberley Villas, Southmill Road,
Tel: 01989 769371 BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS. CM2330W
Fax: 01989 567360 Tel/Fax: 01279 653760

TS111 Shopsmith

Table saw fence Incra

For Sale

In good condition & well maintained
Buyer MUST collect
Only £250 or any reasonable offer

Telephone: 01923 256 466 (Watford)

~otarkieSharp...

_ The D_iamond Sharpening Specialists
UlSksiier Prices
Clilore e
si/lisitduska

Much safer, smoother carving
with up to 44 Teeth cutting
fast at 10,000+ RPM.

‘% Chainsaw Discs
The Ultimate
Ssawpe a Power Carving
U;g:;;%% t Experience!

N Cut, Carve, Shape, Notch,
- Trench & Groove in Seconds!
= *Massively increases productivity!

worth £6.95

Shown Lancelot
& Squire in Tandem

Richard Starkie Associates, www.StarkieSharp.com

Timber Cottage, Wistow. Leicester, LE8 OQF Email:sales@starkies.com

SEPTEMBER 2016



P Thc originl milspir TOOLS WANTED
g & Eg for authentic colour in ) l ]
ﬂﬂ& L3 ﬁ H‘f‘ all your woodworking Top Prices Paid For Quality Hand Tools
Chemically safe Historic Peints sinee 1974 306 Festotation projects. carving tools, chisels, turning tools
Quate W WORKe or 10" norris planes (and similar), metal planes
_ green tools, any nice old hand tools...

:/.,-

y The = \
| Blueberry |
N C;f('r'r ___.f

email photos to: info@oldtools.co.uk
4B or bring tools to: Bexhill - 01424 217893

www.blueber 'store CO. uk

TREE
STATION

TEWKESBURY

Quality English Sawn Timber:
SAW COMPANY LTD

» Rough sawn or planed

» Wide variety of species and thicknesses Sp i nd le Mou Id e r

» Sustainably grown and kilned

Cutters & Limiters
Made to order!

e

I
2

* Quick turnaround -« Able to
supply to fit most types of blocks
e Many low priced standards

from stock
Tewkesbury Saw Co. Ltd.
Newton Trading Est. Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8)G
Please get in touch or visit our website Tel: 01684 293092  Fax: 01684 850628
www.treestation.co.uk - 0161 2313333 www.tewkesburysaw.co.uk

ANDREW CRAWFORD
BOX MAKING COURSES,

What an adventure!
Andrew is a tfrue master
of the craft, and expertly
shared and showed us
to reach new Ievels
of ecrattTsmant

SEPTEMBER 2016 The Woodworker Classified 87



SHOP GUIDES

TOP QUALITY- LOW PRICES!
VSM VITEX ABRASIVES
KK532F Starter Pack (4 Metres) £14.00
Inc. VAT & UK post. ¥2 metre each of grit
80, 120, 150, 180, 240, 320, 400 and 600.
*GRIP-A-DISC* Pawer Sanding System

50mm Starter Kit - £32.00 Inc.VAT
& post. Contains 50 Discs and Holder.

Annual 2016  No.46 * 320 Pages

NEW EASY CUTTERS & POWER TOOLS
MECHANICAL ALARM CLOCK KIT
NEW ICONIC TV/FILM KITS
HERITAGE STEAM ENGINE
MARQUETRY KITS WITH DVD
ONE THOUSAND
AND ONE NIGHTS

METAL EARTH
HANDSOME CAB
MATCHSTICK CLOCK

FREE PLAN COUPON
WORKING MATCHSTICK
ROCKING HORSE

Hobby’s (Dept WW)
Knight's Hill Square
London SE27 OHH
020 8761 4244
mail@hobby.uk.com
www.hobby.uk.com

We alse stock: Sorby Tools, Chestnut
Produets, Pacer Super Glues & VSM belts.

SAE for Catalogue

Jilt Piers Woodturning Suppties
2 Kimberley Villas, Southmill Road,
BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS. CM23 30W
TelfFax: 01279 653760

Woodworking courses

_in idyllic Herefordshire countryside...

r beginners and improvers:

# Personal tuition (max. 2 learners) from qualified teacher with
40 years’ furniture-making experience * Well-equipped heated workshop
« Superb setting, with spectacular views
» Luxury farmhouse accommodation with excellent food - see our

Tripadvisor 5% ratings! Or you can camp in the woods!!

om

The Wood Veneer Hub

www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk

We provide the highest quality:

Decorative, Exotic & Burr Veneers
Coloured & Smoked Veneers
Constructional Veneers
Peel & Stick Veneers
Tools & Accessories

Visit Us: Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 4FY

+44 (0) 1525 851166
sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk

88 The Woodworker Classified

BERKSHIRE

WOKINGHAM TOOL N?A%Hﬁ:si':("f%
COM PANY LTD Vickers Pleace, Stanningley,

Leeds, LS28 6LZ
Tel: (0113) 257 4736
Fax: (0113) 257 4293

www.dbkeighley.co.uk

P. A. CS. BC. MO.

TETSs

Router cutt V77
outer cutters ’.///;/

97-99 Wokingham Road
Reading, Berkshire RG6 1LH
Tel: 0118 966 1511
www.wokinghamtools.co.uk
H. P. W. GS. BS. A. D. MO.

Spindle tooling &
| Bandsaw, jigsaw & S
circular sawblades
Online catalogue & ordering

dentool.com

+.
‘,.v kina
CCLWoodworking -

Musical Instrument Makers’ & Repairers’ Supplies
| e e |

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country.
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH29FZ
Tel: 01737 221064 Fax: 01737 242748
www_touchstonetonewoods.co.uk

CLOCKS

Woodworking Materials
Layge selection off products!

v Clocks & Accessories (Quartz and
Mechanical) v Barometers v Thermometers
v Cabinet furniture v Screws v Plans v Kits

v Polishes v Adhesives v Abrasives etc.
For FREE catalogue please contact:

Chlirds Milncr Woodworking Supplies
(Dept.TW) Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor, Nr. Alfreton Derbyshire DES5 6FH
Tel/fax: (01246) 590 062
Email: milnerwoodwork@aol.com

SEPTEMBER 2016




MARKETPLACE

Our FREE classified advertisement service

FOR SALE

Hegner VB36 Master Bowl
Turner lathe with tailstock,
chucks and Robert Sorby tools;
£,4000. Also, DeWalt 62 circular
saw; DeWalt 625 router; DeWalt
radial arm saw; performance
surface planer; Scheppach
table saw and many more
items. Call to make offers
01792 426 822 (Swansea)

Felder combination machine
1.3m sliding table spindle
moulder with router attachments;
F34 power feeder and AF12 dust
extractor; £1,500

01435 872 222 (Heathfield)

Nu Tool woodturning lathe,
1,400mm long; 300 x 850mm
capacity; cast-iron; steel stand;
swivelling headstock; variable-
speed; 230V motor; toolrests;
centres; chucks; faceplates;
spanners; 10 HSS turning tools —
excellent condition; £295 ONO
01733 571 763 (Peterborough)

Wickes 1,200W router: cutter
capacity 40mm; £60. '/2in 12-piece
router bit set; £30. Buyer collects
01912 858 020 (Newcastle)

Stanley 06 plane; £45; Record
071 router plane; £30; Stanley
41/,in smoothing plane; £37.
Call for more details

0208 641 4238 (Surrey)

Record 405 Multiplane with

23 cutters; £50; Record 050
combination plane with 17
cutters; £20. All in original
boxes; buyer collects

01525 404 991 (Bedfordshire)

Bosch 900W circular saw
with variable depth of cut; £55
01435 872 222 (East Sussex)

Martin Godfrey’s famous
Woodrat WR5 plus handbook
and DeWalt router DW625EK;
£500. Call for details

01242 222 482 (Cheltenham)

SIP-01938 woodturning lathe

- cast iron; °/zhp motor; variable
10 speed easy change; digital
read out; swivel headstock; steel
stand, and other extras. 36 x 12in
capacity, excellent condition; £240
01206 511 071 (Colchester)

A complete range of
woodworking tools and equipment
used for violin, guitar and
cabinetmaking, all of which are

in excellent or like new condition
01672 520 020 (Marlborough)

Good Woodworking magazines,
issues 100-169 (Autumn 2000
to December 2005). Free to
anyone who can collect (Crieff,
Perthshire) or pay the necessary
shipping costs

01764 652 016 (Perthshire)

Coronet Major Universal
Woodworker, complete unit with
planer, saw, belt sander and lathe
complete with cabinet and tools,
etc. Buyer collects; offers over
£400, please

01623 411 407 (Mansfield)

Coronet 3 lathe with wooden
bench, collet chuck, Novatech
scroll chuck, 20 assorted chisels
(inc nine Ashley lles chisels),

bench grinder with Robert Sorby
grinding jig, woodturning books,
blanks and finishes; £500 ONO

02380 266 944 (Southampton)

Apollo wood lathe - Professional
model. Spindle — 2MT; tailstock -
2MT; swivel headstock; variable-
speed and reverse; 240 electrics;

8in swing over bed; 14in outboard;

42in between centres. With
four-prong drive, small faceplate,
toolrest, heavy-duty centre steady
and two chucks; £395 OVNO
07816 371 694
(Northumberland)

The Complete Guide to Joint-
Making by John Bullar; £10;
Routers & Router Tables by Fine
Woodworking; £10; Woodworking

with the Router by Bill Hylton; £20.

Unused, brand-new
01375 891 893 (Essex)

Shopsmith Mk5 lathe complete
with bandsaw, jointer, circular
saw with spare tipped blade,
moulder, sanding disc, extended
table, plus many extras. Call to
make an offer

01476 561 966 (Lincs)

Charnwood chuck to fit Nova
thread; £50; numerous turning
tools; £190; 56b 6in ceramic
tiles; £42; eight books; £5 each;
eight acrylic pen holders; £28;
chainsaw bib and brace, plus
helmet; £65 - buyer collects
01209 211 522 (Cornwall)

Jet JSSG-10 wet sharpener
with profile leather wheel
and cloth cover and a further

nine accessories; £210 ONO.
Axminster mortiser BM785
with metal stand and wheels,
174172 bits and sharpener set,
plus dovetail bit *s-'/5; £230
ONO. Buyer collects

01293 406 056 (West Sussex)

Elektra Beckum/Metabo planer/
thicknesser HC260, in mint
condition; £375; 10in Shipmate
radial arm saw; £150

01873 812 498 (Powys)

Workshop timber clearance.
Hardwoods and softwoods, plus
some boards; £100 for everything
01767 640 624 (Beds)

WANTED

Woodworker magazines.
Pre-1957 plus 1984-1986.
Grandfather collecting for
cabinetmaker grandson
01493 368 180 (Norfolk)

Spiers/Norris/Henley planes
wanted by private collector; any
quote beaten. Ring Ron Lowe on
01530 834 581 (Leics)

Woodworking hand tools,
especially old wood and metal
planes, wanted by collector.
Write to Mr B Jackson, 10 Ayr
Close, Stamford PE9 2TS or call
01780 751 768 (Lincs)

Woodworking tools: planes by
Norris, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston,
Slater, etc. brass braces, interesting
rules and spirit levels; top prices
paid, auction prices beaten

01647 432 841 (Devon)

USE THIS FORM TO BOOK YOUR FREE AD

B This space is available only to private individuals wishing to buy or sell

woodworking machinery and tools.

B The maximum value of any item for sale must not exceed £500. A small fee
is payable for items offered at over £500; please ring 01689 869 852 for details.
B Each coupon is valid for one free insertion in the next available issue.

M The publisher accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in this section.

Name

Address

Postcode

Signature

Daytime tel no.

Woodworke

MARKETPLACE &Woodturner

Please publish this advertisement in the next available edition of
The Woodworker. | am a private advertiser and have no trade connections.

PLEASE TICK: FOR SALE 1 wanTeD U

My advertisement (max 20 words please) reads as follows:

Please write your advertisement in BLOCK CAPITALS and send it to: The Woodworker Marketplace, MyTime Media Ltd,
Suite 25, Eden House, Enterprise Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF. You can also email your free ad to:
tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com Send/email a photograph of your item and we'll include it with your ad for FREE

%



WOODWORK Timeslip

The learning days

with him until this day

It all happened in November 1950, just after
my 21st birthday, when six trainees went to
Worship Street, the Company’s Showrooms
in the City of London, to commence six
weeks of concentrated training in our
chosen craft of cabinetmaker as required
to be able to work in the factory. We arrived
at 8am on a Monday morning. Our working
hours were 8am-6pm (with an hour for
lunch) and 5pm on Friday, a 44 hour week
being the norm then. Our instructors were
a couple of old, grizzled cabinetmakers to
us, who were all in our early 20s, but they
were extremely efficient in their teachings.
The first morning we were all provided with
a toolbox and a full complement of tools.
These we paid for by deduction from our
weekly earnings when we returned to the
factory after training.

The first day

That first day! | had been provided with

an oil stone that was, and still is (66 years
later), graded ‘fine’ — and it is still flat. Our
first task was to sharpen our tools. Most
people seem to believe that a woodworking
tool, chisel, plane, etc,, is ready for use as
purchased from a hardware shop, but this
isn't the case — they need sharpening.
Those two old makers taught us ‘how to do

m The Woodworker September 2016 [T (=130e LT (0761 [y s Kelolay]

o

Documenting his first day as a cabinetmaker, Peter Baker
discusses the intricacies of sharpening tools and how he
was taught to ‘do it properly’ — lessons that have stayed

it properly’. Painstakingly were we shown,
step by step. | have made a video of

all this, as well as sharpening saws

and the cabinet scraper — see www.
goldensalamander.co.uk/tools.

For instance, we were told to take the
plane out of the tool box (a ‘jack plane’)
and were shown how to take it apart and
reassemble it. Then disassemble again
while the finer points of sharpening were
demonstrated, then we had to flatten the
back of the plane iron (or blade or cutter)
on the oil stone. Until this was absolutely
flat we were not allowed to turn over and
work on the bevel. My plane iron had a little
hollow, part way in to the right-hand edge,
which had to be eliminated entirely. It was
not until about 5:30 that afternoon that the
hollow finally disappeared. | had broken
the monotony by sharpening a couple of
chisels during the day, then | was allowed
to turn the iron over and, first of all, remove
all grinding marks from the bevel.

NEXT MONTH

© Peter Baker 2016

Join us next issue for part 4, which sees Peter’s learning
expanding. And if any other readers have a story to tell, we'd
be glad to listen. Just write to mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

and we'll see how we get on

The value of preparation

This accomplished, we were informed that
this angle was 30° and that we must now
create another angle of 25°, which should
always be the cutting angle. To further
complicate matters we then discovered
that everyone creates a slightly different
angle across the tool. It is definitely not an
angle of 90°, which makes all tools unique
to their owner and this is why craftsmen
seldom ‘lend ‘ their tools to other people.
The value of all that preparation and boring
work is that, even now, 66 years on, my
tools are easy to ‘touch up’ and hold their
sharpness far longer than other people's
tools. | cursed those two old makers

then for being somewhat pedantic,

but I now praise them for the same
reason. Apart from being instructed in

the finer arts of tool sharpening, we also

had to learn the various techniques of
assembling furniture of differing sizes

as well as how to joint pieces of wood
together and how to join them; there is

a great difference. And for those interested,

I have also made a video showing how

to make basic joints in wood — see
www.goldensalamander.co.uk/
joints. T
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The Professional’s
Choice for Plunge
Sawblades

Premium quality plunge
sawblades with microgranular
Tungsten Carbide Tips for
long lasting performance in
timber and abrasive materials.

To find your nearest stockist
visit www.trend-uk.com or call
01923 249911.

AD/16/01

ftrend

www.trend-uk.com



Introducing the New Range of
Woodturning Chucks and Jaws

We are extremely proud to introduce the new range of Record Power woodturning chucks and jaws.

This exclusive range has been developed using Record Power’s extensive experience and knowledge of
woodturning in conjunction with a group of highly experienced professional and hobby woodturners to bring
you the ultimate in quality, versatility and value.

‘

Heavy Duty Jaw Slides Sealed Backing Plate with

The improved and enlarged jaw slides Full Indexing

give unsurpassed holding power and The SC4 features a strong backing
load bearing ability. They are made plate to protect the gear mechanism
from high tensile steel, reinforced with from dust and 72-point indexing
nickel and copper and heat-treated to around the full circumference.
ensure superior strength.

3

| Precision Engineered Gears

Y Super Geared True-Lock™ technology
ensures high levels of accuracy to
provide smooth and solid operation.

Jaw Fixing System
The SC3 and SC4 feature a jaw

fixing which will not only fit

the Record Power series of Jaws but
is also fully compatible with Nova and
Robert Sorby brand jaws.

:.'._'. 3 fl' Scrol '
& Ghuck Package
S
=,

'\ﬁk N LN
=7 N\ 3 L

Prices valid until 31.8.2016 See online for full details

RECORD POVWER gy %
ESTABLISHED 1909° g

\W/ Incorporating some of the most famous brands
7 N in woodworking, Record Power have been

manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over
ed VS 100 years. Built to last we provide support for
thousands of machines well over 50 years old,
which are still in daily use. Testimony to the

Experience * Knowledge

www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 571 020  “wee-iweis” iz



