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on't believe a word | say! When it

comes to being asked for our

opinions, there can't be many of

us who come over all shy and

reticent. For the majority of
woodworkers, when presented with this
very invitation, you can almost hear the
mental rolling-up of sleeves as they
prepare a lengthy diatribe. And if it's on a
topic which they actually know something
about — instead of one on which only a
vague understanding exists — well, no
one’s getting away early today, that's all |
can say.

Patience counts

As the years have gone by, I've found | can
readily work up a healthy opinion on most
things, but those passing years have also
instructed me on the wisdom of waiting for
the right time, place and audience before
letting rip (sadly not everyone has learnt
this skill). Mind you, there are times when
one can take it for granted that things can,
and will, be said; I'm thinking of the
average workshop environment here.

Thin veneer of politeness

The other day | was making my customary
visit to the lads who share a large
workshop next door to my veneer supplier.
Whilst admiring much of what | saw (and
holding back a bit here and there), when it
came to what my good pal Tim was
making | found that my opinion had
preceded me and had left my lips before |
was almost aware of it.

Now let me just say this: the job (a
substantial bookcase faced in rosewood)
had been specifically commissioned, and
the client’s wishes were fairly precise. We
all know that a fair number of clients are

frequently out of touch with things like taste
and understanding, so | didn’t hold back
with my ‘useful’ comments on colours and
grain for interiors. All might still have been
well had not another furniture maker joined
in, and before we knew it Tim had left the
building.

Wrack and ruin

At first bemused, | was soon wracked with
guilt and apologised as soon as possible
for my harsh critique (although | still stand
by it!), immediately feeling better when it
became clear that it was the intervention of
the third party that had tipped the balance.
Tim and | have a long history of
‘commenting’ on each other’s work.

No easy answers

So what can be done for us opinionated
types? Instead of freely discoursing at all
times, | guess a modicum of restraint could
be shown, at least until we understand
each specific situation a little better and get
a feel for how receptive the subject may be
feeling today. If anything, it gives us a
chance to exercise and develop a new skill,
the skill of subtle criticism, or, as someone
with thoughts more malign might see it,
damning with faint praise.

At the end of the day though, it's only an
opinion. The most important thing is to
stick to one’s own beliefs, to please oneself
with one’s own work, and to keep the
customer satisfied! And if someone else
claims not to like it, well, that’s just their
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During that time we have earned a reputation with our customers Fnu M T“E B I G E Eslll B nn“ ns'
as a trusted partner. Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY H

enthusiast, our mission is a simple one - to supply top quality
tools at the best value for money, backed up by a service
you can trust.

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us _ =

in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand, @ DFEE"%LEL Emplré}
ower tools and woodoworking machinery all at the keenest prices. - RUALITRN
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despatch the day you order it. Our website shows up to date stock _ + KERCHER @ { = g)
Delivery to UK mainland addresses is free et
rates on our website for full details.

Panasonic |40

| .
OVER 10,000 LINES IN STOBH! | -—crco.misco© freud I
availablity, so you can order with confidence.
iy Loserine: SRR Lol
FREE DELIVERY PE| LSz LVIE EZZerer
for most orders over £99 and for orders i lRWlN T .
under £99 is only £5.95. See the carriage I“hu} = m Marples .
p N|If|sk
W [soasmer roou s Y VR o)
1HR DELIVERY WINDOW
We use DPD Predict for the majority of our deliveries (except heavy -

ESTABLI! SHE:: sos

or oversize items) so you will receive a 1 hour delivery window via
email or text meaning you don't need to wait in all day. Rsr SANKYO ‘ m m

HAND TOOLS

- SJOBERGS
SHOP ON-LINE 24HRSADAY ™" .
Visit our easy-to-use website to see what we mean about range STANLEY STARTRITE

and value. Browse and buy with confidence 24hrs a day from the vorldwide  Fodintelesconic work tools

biggest brands in the business, all | TENGIOOLS TORMEK] trend

at prices you'll find hard to beat. ek i ekl

77 = STABILA

LEY EL §

Here you will find all our latest
offers and deals.

Why not subscribe to our Vitrex¥ m err! Wls S .- HW

. . cheppach
regular emails to keep up with —

our latest deals and offers or join
SSYHORASANWE  THE UK's No.1 BRANDED HAND,
o= - telfnr 2 ;/ztliﬁl)epbyalty M POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT
- - ore details on our website: 11 :J
'% \,)/I\IWW.d;[11-tOO|S.C0.l|k t D&M J’- FJ — Togk
g SHOW -
VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE | KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE

020 8892 3813 » SALEsepn-oots.couk | 2~ 11th OCTOBER 2015

verItas' \iSE-GRIF

WooDSsS 1R




Eroom 020 8892 3813

(@\)2\ MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm
St (CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

2

’i%ﬁ’iﬁi{%eggm&; ‘.

oLS

CORDED. voﬂétsno :
CopccEssoR

ES'

W p\t,ﬂ\!liw'

GaRDENIG

‘OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US!

We are regularly receiving 5 star reviews on the independent
review site Trustpilot, as well as testimonials direct from our
customers, here are just a few:

10,008 ¢

“Amazingly quick, good value, text to the hour delivery time,
impressed - Great company, no nonsense, cheap prices, the best
delivery service | get alerted by text on the day of the hour of delivery, so
| don't have to wait around on site for it to turn up. So useful I will
definately be purchasing more from this shop.”

1.0.0.0.8 ¢

“Why didn't | find this shop years ago?!! - Excellent stock and
service - both in the shop and online. Damaged item replaced promptly
with no fuss - great. I'll certainly be going to them first in future.”

2.8, 8.8.8.9

“Excellent service - Great price, great tool, great service won't use
anyone else anymore contacted all the way though transaction right up
till delivery. Would highly recommend D&M tools.”

10,008 ¢

“One of the best I've used - If you need power or hand tools then
these are the guys to go to. In store they are a great help. The online
shop is top notch as well, if you are not sure about a product give them
a call, the staff are knowledgeable and helpful. Delivery is always
prompt. | use D&M Tools all the time for kit.”

1.2.8.8.8.¢

"Quality Product at a Fantastic Price - DM Tools had the quality
DeWalt tool | was after at the best price. The whole procedure from
searching their very user friendly web site, until the delivery by a
customer focussed courier was painless. | have to commend the staff at
DM Tools and would recommend them if you are after quality products
and good customer service at a wallet friendly price”

www.trustpilot.co.uk/review/www.dm-tools.co.uk

. @DM_Tools !} DandMTools Youl[Tf pmToolst
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NEW FROM TOOL: -

FROM 2D IMAGE |
TO 3D MODEL
IN MINUTES

e Works with Wood, ABS, Foam,
Modeling Wax, Styrenefoam,
Epoxy Tooling Board

e Easy to use software

e Ideal for the conmercial,
professional, enthusiast and
educational sectors.

COMMAND-AND-CARVE...

Call 01494 523991 sales@tooltec.co.uk
Fax 01494 524293 www.clickNcarve.co.uk
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In brief...

The latest from the world of woodwork N EWS

ON THE FENCE
[ronmongery Direct, the
UK’s largest online and mail
order supplier of
ironmongery products, has
introduced fence hardware
to its range for the first time
in preparation for the
summer months.

Thirty-five new fence
hardware products have
been added to the existing
range of over 14,000
products to cater for people
who are looking to prepare
their gardens for the warmer
months ahead.

The new products include
clips such as the Fence
Panel Clip, brackets such as
the Arris Rail Fence Bracket,
and accessories for fence
posts such as post spikes,

i Pressam anacemot

SPRING OFFERS

This spring BriMarc Tools & Machinery has come up with a host of
offers. All appear in one of three leaflets. The first is the Jet leaflet,
packed with offers on lathes, bandsaws, pillar drills and saw
benches. Savings of between £100 and £800 can be made, and two
of the lathes come with a free Evolution SK114 chuck.

The BriMarc Tools Spring leaflet focuses on good savings on
Tormek, Flexcut, Sjdbergs and Veritas products. The Arbortech
Contour Sander is also on offer at a special price with a free pack of
heavy-duty discs.

The third leaflet is dedicated to Proxxon tools and is aimed at
woodworkers, model makers and engineers. New products include
the 230/E Micro drill and the PM100 polishing machine which comes
with free felt cloth and microfibre polishing discs. To request a copy
of these leaflets, please call 0333 240 6967 or visit
www.brimarc.com.

WELL DRILLED

Irwin Tools has added long
and short bits to its current
Blue Groove 6X range.

Until now, Blue Groove 6X
bits, which are the world’s
fastest wood drilling bits,
were only available in the 6in
length. The company has
now added 4in and 16in
lengths. The 16in bit gives
extended reach and the 4in
bit is excellent for tight work
between joists. Unlike spade
bits that have spurs to scribe
holes when cutting, Blue
Groove 6X bits have a
tapered three-flute design
for faster chip ejection and
less binding.

Prices range from from
£7.69 to £57.17 depending
on the specification. We'll be
giving a selection of the bits
away in our next issue.
www.irwin.co.uk

GRAVEN IMAGES

The Proxxon GE20 is a small engraving

be milled is scaled down to a ratio of 2:1, 3:1,

pantograph, suitable for nameplates, jewellery
and other valuable objects. It can also be used
with self-made stencils or commercially made
templates such as plants, animals or
coats of arms.
A maximum of 14 characters can
be fastened in the guide bar or
template holder. Template
contours can then be
precisely followed by
using the ball-handled
guide marker.
During transfer, the lettering to

ORDER BY 8PM
GET IT NEXT DAY

UK’S BIGGEST RANGE IN STOCK!

4:1 or 5:1 by adjusting two screws. The
workpiece is aligned and fixed on the
movable guide block by means of
cramping jaws (not supplied) or a vice.
The engraver is supplied with two sets
of letters from A to Z, a hyphen, a
dash and a full stop — a total of 55
pieces. Three Allen keys, a hex
(ball-head) screwdriver and a
detailed instruction manual are
also included. The price is
£189.96.
www.brimarc.com.

extenders and post tops.
The company decided to
expand its range to cover
fence hardware after
conducting recent consumer
research which showed a
rise in customer demand for
these types of products.
www.ironmongerydirect.co.uk

IronmongeryDirect

MASTERS OF OUR TRADE

0808 168 28 28

IronmongeryDirect.com



Hammer

Perfect woodworking.
| |
Big on

Performance -
Easy on the Budget.

N 01908 635000

»_/ Call now for more information

HAMMER - A range of over 20 machines
for the keen and professional woodworker.

FELDER-GROUP UK

Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court
Crownhill, MK8 0JP MILTON KEYNES

www.ukhammer.co.uk

long-lasting precision
with ceramic guides

Ceramic guides guarantee excellent cutting results and
maximum blade stability with four guiding blocks positioned
directly on the saw blade. The flat surface ensures reduced
noise emissions and considerably less friction resistance.

Can be refrofitted to every Felder (FB 510, FB 610
and Hammer (N3800, N4400) bandsaw
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In brief...

CUTTING WINDOWS
Wealden Tools has launched
a set of router cutters to
assist in the production of
timber windows using a
router rather than a spindle
moulder. This unique set of
cutters is a relatively simple
system using the minimum
of machinery: a router, a saw
and only a few other tools.
The cutters will produce
outward-opening flush
windows. Similar tooling is
also available to construct
inward-opening windows in
the Continental style. Using
Wealden’s suggested timber
section sizes for the frame
and sash will ensure that the
cutters will produce the
correct mouldings and the

pdf calculator will work out a
detailed cutting list.

Wealden are keen to
stress that these tools are
intended for use only by
competent woodworkers
with a knowledge of window
manufacture.

A video showing the basic
making sequence can be
found on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5nhU5H3ngwU
www.wealdentool.com

TAKE A SEAT
Weird and Wonderful Wood is
returning to Haughley Park near
Stowmarket in Suffolk on May
16th and 17th. The now
legendary fair attracts over 8000
visitors from far and wide. There
are always new things to see,
and at this year’s event the site
will play host to a replica 46ft
Saxon ship, a shepherd’s hut, a
didgeridoo player from Bosnia
and a wood carver from Nigeria.

Demonstrations include
carving and sculpture, fine
furniture and musical instrument
making, displays by traditional
fletchers and bowyers, chain
saw carving, hurdle making,
woodturning, labyrinth making,
as well as traditional gypsy
caravan displays. There will be a
working mobile sawmill on site,
so if you want to bring your own
tree, it can be cut for you!

Weird and Wonderful Wood is

The latest from the world of woodwork N EWS

a unique event which is never
the same from year to year.
There are new experiences
every time, including many
spontaneous happenings from
street performers and acoustic
musicians, but one aspect that
never changes is the event’s
very special atmosphere that
sees people return year after
year as so many really enjoy it.

For opening times and tickets,
call 01359 240724 or visit
www.weirdandwonderfulwood.
co.uk

MOBILE EXTRACTORS
Dustcontrol UK has developed a
range of mobile dust extractors
—the DC 1800, the DC 2900, the
DC AirCube 500 and the DC
AirCube 2000. The DC 1800 and
the DC 2900 have been
designed to work with hand-held
power tools and small table
saws. Lightweight and portable,
they’re powerful enough for
source extraction and are also
potent and effective vacuum
cleaners, eliminating the need
for sweeping. The AirCube
models are used in conjunction
with on-tool extraction to prevent
dust migration.

All four products use HEPA
H13 filters, unlike most other
products, which only use M
class filters. The use of H13

filters guarantees that the
products remove 99.97% of all
particles greater than 0.3
micrometres from the air that
passes through; meaning air
exhausted from the products is
the cleanest it can be.
www.dustcontroluk.co.uk

DIARY
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Axminster Skill Centre courses
15 Sharpening with Tormek *

21 Intro to Leigh jigs *

28 Spindle moulding *

* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue, Axminster
EX13 5PH

0800 975 1905
www.axminsterskillcentre.co.uk

John Boddy’s courses

23-24 Woodcarving: Peter Berry
Buildings 2 & 3 Gatherley Road,
Brompton-on-Swale,

Richmond DSL10 7JH

01423 322370
www.johnboddytimber.co.uk

John Boddy’s demonstrations
25 Woodcarving: Peter Berry
Details as above

Record Power Shows

17-18 Toolite, Mitcheldean GL17 OSL
01594 544521

30-May 1 Westcountry Machinery 4
Wood, St Austell PL26 7SR

01726 828388
www.recordpower.co.uk

Robert Sorby demonstrations

2 Cambridge Woodturners
www.cambridge-woodturners.co.uk
10-11 Yandles, Martock (see below)
25-26 Turners Retreat

01302 744344

29 WL West, Petworth

01798 861611

West Dean College courses
19-23 Greenwood turning
19-23 Picture framing

26-29 Intro to woodcarving
West Dean College, Chichester,
West Sussex P018 0QZ

01243 811301
www.westdean.org.uk

Yandles Spring Show

10-11 Hurst Works, Martock TA12 6JU
01935 822207

www.yandles.co.uk

ORDER BY 8PM
GET IT NEXT DAY

UK’S BIGGEST RANGE IN STOCK!

IronmongeryDirect

MASTERS

0808 168 28 28

OF OUR TRADE

IronmongeryDirect.com




Paul Howard Woodturning

www.paulhowardwoodturner.co.uk

Tel 01621 815654 Mob 07966 188559

Fluting Jig

Routers from 42mm to 65mm
can be fitted as standard or
other tools with a parallel
collar from 65mm down can
be fitted with a simple ring
adaptor

£159.00 plus P &P
Index System

Index plate 60 48 36 14 hole
pattern spindle sizes to suit
most lathes. Unique position
clamping system.

£50.00 plus P& P

Sphere Jig
Standard Jig

£187.00 Plus P & P
(UK £15.00)

With Dual Round
Bed Bar Adaptor

£197.00 Plus P & P

Spheres up to 300mm Diameter
depending on capacity of lathe.

Suitable for flat bed and dual
round bed bar Lathes.

Riser Blocks for Lathes from
125mm to 250mm spindle height
included. Additional risers can be
fitted

Carbide Cutter for consistent
results.

Self centring with disc or centring
plate fitted

Unique Back Stop so that Sphere
sizes can be repeated

www.prindustrial.co.uk

Wood-Mizer

from forest to final form

Thomson Timber

Wood-Mizer Europe

FOR TIME. FOR PEOPLE

enrothes, Scotland

A

Produce your own timber
with a compact LT15
sawmill, and unleash
your creative potentiall

www.woodmizer.co.uk

AND [ X PRESENT

[OOLSHOW

www.toolshow2015.co.uk
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merican Express
Brighton, BN1 9BL

© FREE ENTRY ® FREE PARKING © FREE DEMOS @
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CAMVAC INDUSTRIAL EXTRACTORS & VAGUUMS

MANUFACTURER: Record Power
D&M GUIDE PRICE: See website

¢ CamVac

wemnrlsl Ve Clearers & Dust Extraiies

D&M Tools are now stocking the range of CamVac industrial
vacuum cleaners and dust extractors. In October 2014, CamVac
were acquired by Record Power and production moved from
Norfolk to Chesterfield. All current CamVac machines and
accessories will remain in production using exactly the same
tooling and manufacturing techniques that have historically made
them so successful. The only change to take place is the
introduction of Record Power’s famous industry-leading five-year
guarantee on all products manufactured from 22nd October 2014.
CamVac industrial extractors are suitable for a variety of
applications. In addition to the collection of wood waste, they can
tackle many other materials and have a diverse range of
applications in industrial settings. All the machines are available

with bespoke options, offering ultimate flexibility for each
customer’s needs, and are manufactured to order in the UK.
Search CamVac on our website for more details.

MAKITA BLUETOOTH RADIO

MANUFACTURER: Makita
D&M GUIDE PRICE: £149.95

Makita have introduced a Bluetooth model
to their popular range of site radios. Based
on the DMR103 model, the new DMR106 is
equipped with Bluetooth class 2 to connect
your mobile device wirelessly for playing
music with a range of up to 10m. A

USB port enables charging of your mobile
device, and an Aux-In jack allows you to
connect other external audio sources. The
large dual 89mm speakers provide
high-quality sound. The DMR106 is
compatible with all Makita Li-ion batteries
including G-batteries, as well as running off
the mains.

Bluetooth’

RECORD POWER WOODTURNING CHUCK PACKAGES

MANUFACTURER: Record Power
D&M GUIDE PRICE: SC3 £119.95, SC4 £149.95

The new SC3 and SC4 Professional geared scroll chucks from Record Power are direct
replacements for their previous G3 and Supernova2 models, with some notable
improvements. Integral to the performance of a chuck are its jaw slides. On both new
chucks these have been made noticeably larger than others on the market, increasing their
torque and load-bearing abilities.

The slides are made from high-tensile steel, impregnated with nickel-copper to ensure
superior strength and longevity. They are controlled using a precision-engineered geared
scroll which moves in the conventional screw direction — clockwise to close the jaws and
anti-clockwise to open them. The Super Geared True-Lock technology used to manufacture
the gears ensures excellent strength and unsurpassed surface and dimensional accuracy to
give smooth vibration-free operation.

The SC3 chuck is available in three of the most popular thread sizes: %in x 16tpi, 1in x
8tpi and M33 x 3.5. The SC4 Professional chuck is available as an insert version, with a full
range of inserts to fit, meaning it can be used on virtually any kind of lathe. See the website
for further details and options.

RECORD
POWER

ESTABLISHED 1508

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND DEALS




WOODWORK Eggbox bookcase

BY MARK CASS

Sl

Making a slot template the hard way...

2

...and here’s how | should have done it!

The sides were carefully profiled on the table
saw. I've raised the guard to reveal the cut
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Customers, eh? Well, | couldn’t do without them, but
it’s a shame I’ve not yet found a way to vet them more
thoroughly before work commences. This recent job
started out as a conventional pair of bookcases to

fit into alcoves at each side of a chimney breast,

but somehow quickly morphed into a set of
contemporary open shelving units

s is so often the way, budgetary
A considerations were fairly high on
the agenda with this project, and
choice of material went the mdf way,
conveniently determining the finished height
at the same time. Keen to avoid the classic
‘two sides and biscuited shelves’ style of
construction — never my favourite
—and aware that the sides
themselves would be visible in the
generous alcoves, | feared that the
finished units would resemble little more
than ex-commercial storage shelving.

The easy way out

Despite an awareness of the effort involved,
| plumped for a cross-halving joint design
which would simplify assembly and avoid
the need for a ton of extra cramps. It would
also provide an interesting side detail into
the bargain. Although this proved to be
hard work, I'd definitely do the same again,
as the finished results were in my opinion
very pleasing. Fig 1 overleaf shows the
proposed front and side elevations, and the
positions of the shelf centres.

Sawing marathon
After doing some careful calculations and
preparing a cutting list, it was time to rip
down a few full-size sheets of 18mm mdf
to give the four sides and two centre
components, plus all the shelves.
Whenever possible, | like to get all the
cutting out of the way in one go. This an
economical use of time and equipment,
and gets the dusty job done in one hit.

Time for a jig
As much of the work would be cutting slots
for the cross-halving joints, | set about
making a jig which would enable me to
reproduce an accurate slot with jigsaw and
router, photo 1. It wasn'’t until later that |
realised I'd not only missed the chance to
make a superior template, but had also
overlooked an easier way of making it.
Instead of struggling with painstaking
marking out, careful jigsawing and nailbiting
routing of the 18mm gap | needed, I'd have
been much better off just biscuit-jointing
three pieces of board together, with the
middle section 18mm wide — see 2. This is
a good example of how it really pays to stop
and think at every stage of a job, looking for
a better way of doing things.

Cutting back

Anyway, with the various jigs and cutting
aids prepared, | needed to shape the upper
profile of the bookcase sides, and here |
went for the easiest option. With the
required width set on the table saw, it was a
straightforward job to dimension the parts
concerned, and an earlier sample cut told
me how close | could come to the base
step-out as | neared the end of the line,
photo 3. This just left a small corner to cut
by hand, which was easily cleaned up with
router and template cutter, photo 4.

Shelf positions

With all the sides and centre components
prepared and checked for size — the sides
were left deeper to accommodate a 9mm
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WOODWORK Eggbox bookcase

Fig 1
J 855 —250—

355

355

220

1685

318 o440

378

365

755
385
All measurements in millimetres 305

EGGBOX BOOKCASE CUTTING LIST
All dimensions are in millimetres
Part Qty L w T
Sides 4 2440 305 18
Dividers 2 2440 296 18
Tops 2 855 250 18
Upper shelves 8 855 241 18
Lower shelves 4 855 296 18
Bases 2 855 305 18
Plinths 2 1500 50 18
Backs* 2 2404 837 9
NOTE that the quantities given are for two bookcases
* Measure back panels directly from assembled carcass

The corner cut-out was cleaned up with
the router and a template cutter

Accurate marking out for the shelf positions
was particularly essential here

All the slots on one of the sides were
rough-cut using a jigsaw. ..

rebate for the backs — there then followed a
period of intense concentration while the
shelf positions were measured and marked,
photo 5. Even with a drawing to work to,
I've found over the years that this simple
task is very easy to get wrong, and once the
cuts are made there’s no going back.

A cunning plan

My plan was to rough-cut the shelf slots for
the cross-halving joints on one of the sides,
photo 6, to clean them up with router,
template cutter and jig, photo 7, and then
to use this side component as a master for
marking out the rest of the job, photo 8.
This is pretty much what happened at first,
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They were then accurately machined
with my template and the router

{ b :
The cut-outs in the ends of the shelves
were marked out en masse

The completed first side was then used
as a master for all the other parts

All the sides and centre uprights were
at last fully prepared for assembly

As the carcass went together, | used a power
planer to level up the worst edges...

and quite straightforward (if tedious) it was
too. I did find however, that some accuracy
was being lost in the process, and | felt
happier in some respects to revert to the
original jig for the router work.

Square corners

After a mammoth session of marking,
cutting and routing, the sides and centres
were all nicely slotted, with just the corners
to square up. | used one of those neat
corner chisel cutters from Trend for the job,
photo 9, but it did occur to me that the slots
for the centre components could have been
left rounded as they wouldn’t show like
those on the sides. This would, however,

...and a small block plane to clean up
the protruding shelf ends

have necessitated a slightly longer slot, and
in my experience multiple dimensions lead
to problems; it's usually far easier to make
everything the same size.

Batch work slots

My batch work methods were given a good
run-out when it came to the shelves; there
were plenty of these, and with only two
variants, marking out and machining was
made much simpler than treating each one
individually would have been. The various
notches and slots were still treated with
care and accuracy, photo 10, as an early
trial had shown that the slot dimensions
were critical to achieve a good result;

Trend’s corner chisel cutter proved invaluable
for squaring up the round corners

A final check revealed that everything was in
order and assembly could get under way

The plinth strips are simply screwed into place
to the underside of the carcass

The back panel fits into the rebates in the sides
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WOODWORK Eggbox bookcase

ASSEMBLY LINE

| debated whether to fit the centres to the shelves first or the
shelves to the sides. In the end | went for the latter, but I'm still
not certain if this was the best technique or not..

During my dry-run assembly it soon became clear that this was
a ‘one-shot’ deal; things soon tightened up and | wasn't sure if
I'd be able to get everything apart again without damaging
something. After a bit of a struggle during which various mallets
were employed, the carcasses eventually came together, helped
out here and there by the extra pressure the odd sash cramp

could be trusted to supply.

With the sides and shelves accurately positioned, but the glue
not yet gone off, | dropped the centres in — again, with some gentle
persuasion. The job was now nearly complete, with just the top
and bottom shelves to follow.

These were easy to fit as they could be screwed into place,
neither being visible once the bookcases were standing in place.
After a visual inspection and a check on square, | sneaked one or
two brads from my nailgun into any joints that looked a bit vulnerable.

| decided to fit all the shelves to one
of the side panels first...

The next job was to remove the cramps and
carefully ease the divider into position

anything too loose would create gaps and
look sloppy, while too tight would make the
job almost impossible to assemble.

The final rebate

With all the pieces - except for the backs

— machined and ready, photo 11, it was
time to clear the decks and prepare for
gluing up. There was just one more step to
be carried out first — cutting a 9mm square
rebate on the rear edge of each side, ready
to take the recessed back panel. Then it
was time to lay everything out on the floor,
ready for assembly, photo 12.

Tough planing

The next day it was time to clean everything
up, and a spot of careful planing was called
for to ensure that all the edges finished
flush, and that the protruding shelf ends
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... and then to offer up and fit the other side to
them. The mallet came in very handy here

The top and bottom were then glued and
screwed into place to complete each carcass

were all uniform and tidy. Let's face it, mdf
seems to blunt tools in seconds, but the
bullet has to be bitten at times, so it was
just a case of getting through it and keeping
the sharpening stone close to hand. | did
use a power planer once or twice for the
worst bits, photo 13, but started to lose my
nerve as the tolerances got finer and the
chance of a slip came closer. | cleaned up
the shelf ends by hand, photo 14.

Plinths and backs
The bookcase plinths were to be little more
than set-back strips of 18mm thick mdf, and
screwing these into place was pretty much
the quickest and easiest task of the whole
job, photo 15.

The carcasses were then measured up
for their back panels, to confirm the
theoretical sizes on the cutting list. Note

| squared up the carcass, cramped it securely
and checked that it was all square

A few 18g brads fired from my nail gun
strengthened any vulnerable joints

that the panels fit within the rebates in the
two side panels, photo 16. These were then
cut out on the table saw.

This is one of those jobs that is made
much easier with a helping pair of hands -

8 x 4ft sheets of thin board have a tendency
to act awkwardly going through the saw.
However, if you're generally alone in the
workshop, then take the time to set up a
Workmate or similar to support the job as it
comes off the saw blade; you won't regret
it. | then bored holes in the backs to accept
screws, but left them off at this stage for
ease of painting later on site.

A fairly long slog through the sandpaper
grades finally brought this project to a
close. Then it was just a case of making a
quick phone call to arrange for collection.
This part of the job was an unexpected treat
—a customer with his own van!




ROUTING & WOBDRBWORKING
CATALOGUER2015

NOW
AVAILABLE

® Request a catalogue now:
ren www.trend-uk.com

enquiry@trendm.co.uk

YEARS 01923 249911



WOODWORKI Building a jetty

BY KEITH SMITH

ur jetty was quite a modest affair,
O photo 1, in keeping with the size of

the pond. Henry's plan was for
something a little grander, and one evening
he loaded us up in his Land Rover and took
us to see the reservoir in the middle of a field
on his farm. We’d never been there before,
and were surprised just how big and deep
it was, photo 2. However, he said it was
comparatively empty at the time as they'd
been pumping water out to irrigate the potato
crop, so this was my opportunity to build
him a jetty before it filled back up again.

The challenge ahead

The scale of the task was a bit daunting. We
reckoned that to create a flat deck from the
bank at the high-water mark would mean
building a deck about seven metres long,

PIET e

We have quite a large pond in our garden, and

a few years ago | made a small jetty so we could
watch the wildlife in the water. My neighbour had
often admired it, so it wasn’t a big surprise when
he asked me to make him one too

supported by a heavy oak frame about two
metres high up to deck level and with two
posts projecting above it. To make things
really difficult we had just two days to do the
job, and these ended up being the two
hottest days of the year!

Logistical problems
| looked at my wife, and could see from her
face that she thought this job was a non-
starter. There was nowhere flat to assemble
the deck or frame, moving materials out to
the site meant a mile drive across fields full
of potatoes, and with no shade whatsoever,
it would be unbearably hot work. However,
Henry was way ahead of us and had
obviously worked out the logistics.

He told us we could make the deck frame
in his barn and he would then carry it out to

%T i 2 .._.”

with a treated softwood deck resting on top of it
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Our own small jetty has an oak frame and joists below water level,

It came as
something of a
surprise to
discover the
sheer size of
our neighbour’s
‘pond’
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Having such a large flat work space in the barn was Despite the heat the bank was quite muddy, which made moving
areal blessing as we assembled the deck frame the heavy oak beams into position something of a challenge

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 n

L




WOODWORKI Building a jetty
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We eventually managed to manhandle the deck frame roughly into position
on its supports. .. and then headed home exhausted by our exertions

We started fixing the decking boards to the frame, but by lunchtime
we had to take a short siesta because of the intense heat!

the reservoir with his Matbro Telehandler.
This | had to see, so after providing him with
a shopping list for the materials we needed
we went back home and started to prepare
ourselves to spend for a couple of gruelling
days in the sun!

Making a start

When we arrived at his barn the next
morning, he had already been to the timber
merchant and there was a huge pile of
wood waiting for us.

The deck frame was to be made up from
225 x 50mm treated softwood, but he couldn’t
get any timber which was long enough to
stretch the length of the deck in one piece.
This meant we had to have a join in each joist,
which was far from ideal. We laid the wood
out so the joints were staggered, and then
lapped a 2.4m length of wood across each
one and bolted the sections together using
stainless steel coach bolts.

We then assembled the frame components
using 6.7 x 150mm hex-head timber screws,
which cost about £20 for 50 screws. | picked
this relatively long screw as a lot of the
fixings were going into endgrain and these
screws have a high pull-out resistance,
especially if they're driven in at a slight angle.

Braced for action

Constructing the frame was a relatively simple
job which was made even easier by having so
much space to work in. However, it was
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Getting the deck level and secure on its support frame using an
array of levers and blocks took us most of the second morning

8.

difficult to work out how to brace the frame
diagonally, and in the end | found that adding
a couple of extra boards between the noggins
was adequate, photo 3. Ultimately the
decking boards would stiffen the whole deck,
but | didn’'t want to add them at this stage
as the frame was already heavy enough.

Supporting cast

Our next job was to make the heavy oak
H-frame which would support the deck at the
wet end. This would be under water for most
of the year, with just a short period of partial
exposure during the summer, and | didn’t
think that any mechanical fixings would
survive for long due to the cycle of expansion
and contraction the oak was likely to
undergo. This meant cutting some enormous
mortises and tenons by hand, and it was late
afternoon by the time we had finished.

Heavy lifting

It wasn'’t practical to assemble the oak
frame in the workshop, so we loaded the
parts into the van and set off for the site. We
quickly found that the parts which had been
manageably heavy in the workshop became
much more of a problem to manhandle on
the rough and sloping ground, photo 4.

We finally got the frame assembled just
as the deck arrived. It was such an amazing
sight to see the deck being carried aloft by
the Telehandler, high above the trees, that |
forgot to take a photograph of it!

LS

A few hours later the job was finished, and it made a very impressive
addition to the surroundings. All we needed now was some rain...

It turned out to be really difficult to get the
deck into position and resting safely on the
oak frame. The reservoir’s sloping sides
meant Henry couldn’t get the Telehandler at
the right angle, and ultimately we ended up
having to manhandle the deck onto the
frame, photo 5. It wasn't level and it wasn't
straight, but at this point we’d had enough
and called it a day.

Shipshape at last
The next day we made an early start and,
armed with various levers and blocks,
managed to get the deck level and secure,
photo 6. We used old railway sleepers as
foundations which we pinned into the
ground with long steel spikes. We then fixed
the oak frame to the sleepers with threaded
stainless steel rod and bolts.

| had already cut the decking boards to
length in the ban, so we set about screwing
them to the frame, photo 7. However, the
searing heat got to us before we could
finish the job, and we had to go home for a
short siestal

We went back a couple of hours later and
finished the job, photo 8. Only then could
we appreciate the fabulous location in
which we’d been working. On the way back
we met the farmer’s teenage son coming
out to look at our handiwork. | said to him:
“Don’t be tempted to jump in off the end of
the jetty. The water’s too shallow.” My
warning fell on deaf ears!
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SPECIAL EBITION

Whatever your project there is a Scheppach plunge saw to meet your demands.

PL305 SET
PL305 Plunge Saw SET Inc

¢ PL305 basic plunge saw

e 2x 600mm guide tracks

* Accy Kit: Connector + 2
clamps.

¢ 4x multi-app sawblades

e FREE 115mm 20T TCT blade

PL45 Plunge Saw SET Inc

* PL45 basic plunge saw
e 2 x 700mm guide tracks
¢ Connector piece

* FREE 145mm Dia 48T TCT

1010
watt

PL55 Package 1 Inc

* PL55 basic plunge saw

¢ 1 x 1400mm guide track

* FREE 160mm Dia 48T TCT
sawblade

1200

watt PL55 Package 2 Inc

* PL55 basic plunge saw
¢ 2 x 1400mm guide tracks
* Accy kit: Connector + 2 x

PL75 Package 1 Inc

¢ PL75 basic plunge saw
e 1 x 1400mm guide track
1600 e FREE 210mm Dia 72T TCT
watt sawblade

PL75 Package 2 Inc

* PL75 basic plunge saw

e 2 x 1400mm guide tracks

¢ Pro accy kit: Connector +
2 x clamps & Guide fence

e FREE 210mm Dia 72T TCT

All quoted prices are NMA RRP - carriage paid - UK mainland only.
FREE accessory offers end 30th April 2015
ORDER ONLINE (state your preferred supplier) OR CALL 01484 400488

PL305 e PL45 e PL55 e PL75/Plunge Sal}v Series

oo o oo |
4 PANEL SIZING SAW

PL 305 SET

£1 40.83 EX VAT
£] 6900 INC VAT

PLUS FREE 20T TCT sawblade
List price £13.14 inc VAT

PL 45 SET

£157.50 exvar
£189.00 inc var

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade
List price £22.80 Inc VAT

PL 55 Package 1

£165.83 exvar
£199.00 inc var

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade
List price £34.20 Inc VAT

PL 55 Package 2

£220.00 exvar
£264.00 iNc var

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade
List price £34.20 Inc VAT

PL 75 basic saw

£232.50 exvar
£279.00 inc var

PL 75 Package 1

£282.50 exvar
£339.00 inc var

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade
List price £50.40 Inc VAT

PL 75 Package 2

£332.50 EX VAT
£399.00 e var

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade
List price £50.40 Inc VAT
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m LEG STANDS AVAILABLE
FOR CTS11 & CTS10D
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TABLE £27.59 INC VAT
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WOODWORK | vitred dovetail Joints

ANES\_  BY ANDY STANDING

dovetail. The mitred butt joint is a notoriously weak joint as it

relies on gluing endgrain to endgrain. Cutting dovetails inside
the mitre obviously gives the assembly considerably more strength.
However, this is a pretty time-consuming and difficult joint to make.
Unusually the pins are cut first and are used to mark the position of

This feature explains the joint’s other name: the secret mitred

1 Take a marking (or ideally a cutting) gauge
set to the thickness of the wood and mark a
shoulder line on the inside of both pieces

4 Now mark the inside face, running the gauge
stock against the end of the workpiece Use the
same gauge setting as in step 3

The invisible mitre

Dovetails are usually thought of as decorative joints, designed to be seen and
admired as an example of the craftsman’s art. The mitred dovetail rather
goes against this, as once completed the dovetails are invisible

2 Using a marking knife or scalpel and a mitre
or combination square, mark the mitres on both
sides of both pieces

5 The marked-out component should look
this, showing the mitre and the lap

the tails. After all your efforts all you end up with is what appears to
be a standard mitre joint.

Traditionally it would have been used by cabinet and box makers,
though today it is more likely to be replaced with a biscuit joint which
can be made in moments. Before you start, prepare your wood so
both pieces are the same width and thickness, and cut to length

3 Re-set the gauge to cut the lap. Mark it from
the outside face first; it should be around 4mm
wide, depending on the thickness of the wood

‘L
6 Carefully remove the square section of waste

wood to create the lap using a fine-toothed
tenon saw or a pullsaw

like
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7 Mark out the main elements of the joint.
Begin by gauging a line parallel to the edge from
the shoulder line up to the lap. This should not
be set in by more than about 6mm. Do this on
both components

10 Saw down the waste side of the lines with a
tenon or pullsaw. Angle it so that it cuts down to
the shoulder line while also cutting up to the lap

13 Use a chisel to pare away the inner edge of
the lap to match the cut mitre

16 Use the same technique as before to
remove the waste. Stand the board upright in
the vice and support the lap with scrap wood for
security. Cut the mitres and shape the lap

£

8 Mark and cut the pins first. Make a cardboard
template that can be stood in the rebate to mark
the slope of the joints — this is usually 1 in 8 for
hardwoods and 1 in 6 for softwoods

e % 5 ‘:-J""" ” ey B -
11 Pare out the waste with a chisel, working
from both the face and the end of the
workpiece. cut carefully within the lines

14 Stand the pinboard on the tailboard and
transfer the joint positions to the latter using a
knife or sharp pencil

17 Test the fit of the two completed
components before applying glue. Inevitably
adjustments will need to be made to ensure that
the joint is as tight as possible

9 It’'s worth marking the waste areas so you
know what to remove, in case you lose sight of
what you’re doing once you pick up your saw

12 Cut the mitre with care, guiding the saw
blade with the thumb of your free hand

{ i

15 Again mark out the waste areas. Chalk is
much easier to see than pencil on dark woods

18 Apply a little glue when you’re happy with
the fit. The two parts should slide together to
leave a perfectly fitting mitred corner joint.
Cramp it until the glue has set

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015




NO ONE EVER REGRETTED BUYING QUALITY

« manufactured in Italy to a build quality you would
expect from a genuine European manufacturer

« Italian motor 100% duty cycle

« German braking system

« solid cast wheels not spoked

« bonded rubber not stretch over

« easy blade change

« rack table tilt

SPECIFICATION

wheel diameter 450mm
cutting width 420mm
cutting height 280mm
motor power 1.5hp
dimension 810 x 660 x 1910

£1662 plus vat (total £1994 inclusive)

Unit 15 Pier Road Industrial Estate, Gillingham, Kent ME7 1RZ
TEL 01634 572625 www.acm-uk.com

hand tools and wood chnsels spemahst
-len |l Robert S¢ AN AMPIES
'r:..'-:'| Thomas Flinn - Titel

All th'ms in stock rcady for djs atcb

*unless marked otherwise all prices incl ste of VAT

saw horses

turning tools carving tools  chisels dnllmg measuring and marking

"‘m ' Order onlme today at

www.foolnutr.co.uk
or call to order on 01424 224269
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own here in the South of England,
D we tend to enjoy believing in

Northern stereotypes. As well as the
usual sort of silly stuff, truer tales of ongoing
industrial decline have reluctantly been
absorbed to the fullest depths of feeling.
Now I'm a big fan and supporter of UK
manufacturing, and | fully hope —and am
starting to believe it may just be possible —
that we can claw back most if not all of what
we've lost over the last few decades.

It came as very pleasing news then to
learn that a small company in North
Yorkshire had recently started up and had
just gone into production with the first of a
range of high-end woodworking handsaws.
Accepting an invitation to come and see for
myself, | set off for Scarborough with my
notepad and camera and an appointment
with Skelton Saws.

Little acorns

All of the best companies have to start off
small, and so it is with Skelton; just the two
of them at present — Shane and his partner
Jacqueline, working out of a brick garage
adjoining their home near the coast. It
wasn't till | met them both, learnt the history
behind it all, saw the manufacturing centre
and, most importantly, witnessed two
people working in absolute harmony and
with a common desire (but that should
really be an uncommon desire, such was
the intensity of their belief in and their

& BY MARK CASS

You may have noticed a new advertisement in the commitment to what they were achieving) to
. . . succeed that | realised this was no pipe

magazine recentlys Oﬁerlng EngIISh saws made dream but rather the beginning of a new

in the Engllsh countryside. | was intrigued, brand that all of us woodworkers in the UK

. will be proud of one day.
and headed North to find out more
Long journey

Shane Skelton has probably the perfect
background for his particular calling; one
which has managed to combine problem
solving, engineering and woodwork in equal
measure. Factor in a number of enforced
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WOODWORK | skeiton Saws profile

The Indian rosewood stock for the handles Shane uses these jaws for metalworking

is all thicknessed by hand and a granite slab for final dressing
==

1

Compare the current model (below) with an earlier version featuring an olive ash handle

7

7

This earlier ‘also ran’ handle was
crafted in walnut, but rejected

career adjustments (otherwise known as
redundancies) to coarsen up his natural
Yorkshire grit, 100-mile round trips to the
only available employment, biking it to
various night schools, and it’s clear that his
drive to succeed is a very strong one.

However, it's not really success which
drives him. Like most inventors of his ilk,
it's the satisfaction of producing the actual
artefact or solving the problem that is the
most important thing. And if that happens to
be something adjudged by the market as
significant or important — as is the case in a
pending patent he has in the oil and gas
industry — then ‘success’ is generally found
not far behind.

Past and future
From blacksmith to gunsmith, via
aeronautical and more earth-based
engineering, Shane’s career has taken in
a large amount of making, repairing and
inventing. Having spent three years
restoring Georgian furniture at a large
antique firm 50 miles away during which he
repaired and remade all aspects of the pick
of their stock, Shane happened to read the
classic tool enthusiasts’ favourite book:
The Tool Chest of Benjamin Seaton, 1797.
This description of the most complete

and best preserved tool kit of Georgian
times (and it looked so good I've just
ordered my own copy) inspired him to have
a go at making his own saw, and to send off
for a diy saw kit from the United States.
Unsurprisingly disappointed with the quality
of the resultant product, he set about
designing his own, and doing all the
preparatory investigative work to create the
process that could achieve what he wanted
on a commercial scale.
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A business is born

An unassuming man with no airs and
graces, Shane looked back on his varied
career with a wry amusement, and played
down any suggestion that he’d done
anything different from anyone else. Clearly
gifted with a top-class analytical and
problem-solving mind — just the kind that
powered the Industrial Revolution and led to
the development of much of the world’s
technology today — and a pair of hands
which are comfortable with tools of any
kind, it was only a matter of time before
something like Skelton Saws came about.

Word out

The new saw has been on sale only since
last December, but it's not taken long for the
word to get round the woodworking world of
just how good a saw it is. Starting simply at
the nearby Harrogate show, Shane and
Jacqueline passed a sample saw around to
various exhibitors, and things have
progressed from there. In the week before
my visit, Skelton had shipped saws to North
America and New Zealand, and | suspect it
won't be long before they have tools on
every continent around the world.

We all know that marketing is a vital tool
in the workings of any business today, and
Shane probably couldn’t have found a
better person than Jacqueline to carry out
this non-stop and ongoing task if he'd tried.
The fact that she is also the mother of their
children and is possessed of a creative
energy to match his own makes for a

Skelton Saws profile WOODWORK
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The workshop functions with minimum
kit and maximum output

dynamic combination, and one which |
found positively heart-warming.

First saw

The current model — reviewed on page 81
—is a classic dovetail saw, loosely based on
a design by Kenyon Toolmakers from circa
1760, and features a heavy brass back as
you would expect, but attractively shaped at
both ends rather than just left plain. The
blade is hand-worked and cut from
best-quality Swedish 18 thou spring steel,

The classic fly press — a staple of engineering for years — sees a lot of manufacturing action

&
Hand tools of various types outnumber
the powered variety by miles

and, for me, looking at the difference
between the bought-in plate and the
finished saw blade was awe-inspiring.
With his engineering and gunsmithing
background, forming the blade and teeth is
straightforward enough for Shane, but it's
his recent experiences as head of R&D at
an energy oriented engineering firm that
must surely be thanked for the unparalled
accuracy of his saws. Having devised a
number of fiendishly clever and exquisitely
machined jigs (sorry no photos, people;
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WOODWORK | skeiton Saws profile

Shane has designed custom die-stamps
for the brass back and handle screw

k.

The back is shaped from solid brass strip, while
the blade screws are custom-made

Test cuts are made to ensure that the
kerf is both straight and narrow

The editor has a try-out, and was
presented with a sample saw to test
at home.

some things are best kept under wraps!)
the teeth are hand-cut with ease and a 100
per cent confidence in repeatable certainty.

Sourcing things

| asked Shane about the difficulty or
otherwise of sourcing or commissioning
parts and components for his business, and
he told me that it was no bother at all. With
all the paring down and rationalising of
recent years, a clearer picture for

ﬂ The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

..and a tool roII packed with a huge variety
of old and new carving gouges

engineering manufacture has appeared
before my Southern eyes, and it's great to
see that much good work is being done to
supply continuing advancement in all fields
of technology.

While it may be unlikely that our traditional
heavy industries will ever rise again, there is
still plenty of production capacity out there
and the more there is, the greater will be the
demand for additional and supporting
manufacture. It's thanks to small firms like

7

7

Skelton Saws that the UK'’s flame of
creativity stays lit and continues to burn
brighter with every passing year. | take my
hat off to all concerned.

Comfortable grip
Let’s get back to the saws themselves. The
handles are all individually sawn on the
bandsaw from plantation-grown sustainable
Sonokeling rosewood, and are shaped and
carved by hand using tools inherited from
his grandfather and skills he learned during
one of his periods of self-motivated study at
the hands of a retired traditional carver.
Shane reckons he filled a whole wheelie
bin with try-outs and practice pieces, and
experimented with a variety of hardwoods
before settling on the current species
(Dalbergia latifolia for all of you Latin fans).
The blade is secured into the handle with
custom-made brass screw assemblies, the
primary fixing featuring a die-stamped boss
medallion which bears the company motif
of a peacock with an acorn in its beak. The
peacock is symbolic and represented
immortality to the Ancient Greeks; Skelton
don't expect their saws will last forever, but
you never know...

Straight and narrow

Once made, each saw is tested for
straightness of cut — something | don’t
think many other manufacturers concern
themselves unduly with. As was explained
to me, if the teeth on one side of the blade
have a slightly fuller set or are in some way
‘longer’ than the others, they will do more
cutting and the resultant kerf will inevitably
start to lead in that direction. Shane says it
generally needs only a stroke or two on a
fine diamond stone to correct any

discrepancies, leaving the finished saw in
perfect condition to cut the finest dovetails
you ever thought possible.

Update

Since my trip up North it sounds as though
things are going very well. The next saw —
a carcass saw (simlar to the dovetail but
larger ) — is in production and the first ones
are being shipped this week. Lie-Nielsen,
US makers of high-end tools themselves,
have just started recommending Shane
Skelton as the ‘go-to guy’ for any saw
doctoring on their own range.

All'in all, one would have to say that
things bode well for the Skeltons, and | shall
enjoy reporting on new tool developments
as they inevitably occur. And as for me, I'm
off to try out the loan saw for myself (it's
currently in my ‘special tools’ drawer). Read
all about it on page 81.




Precisa 6.0/ 6.0 VR / 4.0 - Professional Precision Sawtenches

Designed in Germany - Manufactured in Germany - Proven in Germony

No other classic circular sawbench comes close when compared to the Scheppach Precisa 6.0. This ultimate circular sawbench boasts a massive
solid cast iron table: accuracy to within 1/10th mm: 110 mm depth of cut on solid timbers: up to 1100 mm cutting width and 1400 mm length of cutting
stroke with appropriate optional attachments. An adjustable 8-15 mm grooving cutterhead and pre-scaring with integral motor unit is also available
on request. Scheppach Precisa Series circular sawbenches are simply the best investment you can make in a classic circular sawbench if quality,
precision and performance are included in your priority list. Why would you even consider compromising?
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Precisa 6.0 x
PR TRIARR

c/w optional Sliding Table Caniage
& Table Width Extension
Professional Series

-. HllllHlH“l lll

Optional 8-15mm adjustable groaving
cutter, (PRO-DUC twin guand assa
required for grooving, Part no,
5460 1100},

2 separate hand wheels for
precise height & angle settings:

Micro fence setting scale to
within 1,/10th mm calibrations.

Opfional pra-sconing unit with
integral molor. Precisa 60 VR
miodel only, Cannot be retro-fitled.

Upgrade to shiding tatle
carmages with aficulated arm. Add

Precisc 4.0-P-2 Precisa 3.0-P-1 £295.00 if ardered with the machine.

Professional Series Workshop Series
Model Product Group Specification includes HP Depth of cut & Price Exc | Price Inc
Serles [ peai oot price) 240v / 415v Length of stroke VAT VAT
Plus Cariage | Plus Comage
Precisa 3.0 P-1 Workshop Ine STC + TWE +TLE  [see below for explanation) 357 NIA 20 mm x 1400 mm £1207.50 | £1449.00
Precisa 4.0 P-1 Professional Inc 1. 4m STC + TLE  [ditha) 35/62 87 mm x 800 mm £1775.00 | £2130.00
Precisa 4.0 P-2 Professicnial Ine 1.4 5TC + TWE + TLE [ditto) 3.5/52 &7 mm % 800 mm £1980.00 | £2374.00
Precisa 6.0 P-1 Professional Inc 2m STC + TLE [ditto) 40/85 110 mirn % 1400 mm £2414.67 | £2900.00
Precisa 4.0 P-2 Professional Inc 2m STC + TWE + TLE (ditta) 40 /65 110 mm x 1400 mm £2590.00 | £3108.00
Pracisa 6.0 VR P-1 Professional Ine: 2m STC + TWE + TLE + scrorer [ditto) an/6s 110 mim 2 1400 mm £2890.00 | £3448.00
+ HP scorer

STC = Siding Table Camage. TWE = Toble Width Extension. TLE = Table Length Extension.

Scheppach Precisa 3.0 i designed by scheppach in Germany but made i Ching where scheppach resdent engineers oversee manufactuing gquality control. Precisa 3.0 has thesame
warranty as Professional Serdes. Scheppach machines have been sold and serviced in the UK by NMA since 1972, Go 1o nmatool.couk and see whal users say aboul NMA unprecedented service, é’

NMA WWW.NMAtOOIS.CO.UK  Fhone: o148 400 488

Birds Royd Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire, HDé 1LQ Email: sales@nmau




The Woodworking

ADD A NEW DlMENSlON Institution is back and
TO YOUR WORK WITH

The brand new Trend Routing Technology

\r;stteul’ metol I 2015 Routing and Woodworking Catalogue
-gnﬁngsmfe : is NOW available!
Tadayl | Easy to use tools that do Trend’s Head of Marketing,
i not require heat or power Luke Hulley adds: "2075 Router Cutter Ranges,
is & very special year for . Power Tools & Tables,
Trend as we celebrate Routing Jigs and
our 60th year. I'm ~ Accessories,

always pleased fo PRy Saw

N - . hear how important oy i i . blades,
- i N the Trend catalogue S ' Trend
Lt /| is to our loyal ;! OB Snappy

Ideal wherever wood and steel can combine to make styhsh customers and ) g : i
this years will | System,

Furniture be extra special | . [ |  Sharpening

Clocks as we are & Clamping.
i launching :

Signs . some exciting

Frames & Decorative Panels new products”

and so much more To get your hands on the oy, Don’t have

Call today for our free Catalogue and if you quote the promo code "MTW15” brand new catalogue please oy Internet access?
we will send you our new demo DVD free of charge visit your local Trend Routing ¢ : Give Trend a call

i Center or download/request a oy on: 01923 249911
J & CR Wood Ltd, Dept MTW15, 66 Clough Road, HULL HUS 1SR copy online at; www.trend-uk.com to request your copy.
01482 345067 | info@jandcrwood.co.uk

- - e : ! e Luke Hulley, Head of Marketing, Trend Machinery &CuttiEg Tools Ltd.,
WWanEtal'craﬂnGO:UK Odhams Trading Estate, St Albans Road, Watford WD24 7TR

Tel: 01923 249911 « rax 01923 236879 * Email: hulleyl@trendm.co.uk
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25th & 26th July www. ’roolshow2015co.ul<
AMEFQICAN EXPRESS COMMUNITY STADIUM, BQ\GHTON

It’s Toolshow time again with the launch of

,._

Now in its 4th year, PR Industrial have again punnered with FFX for Toolshow2015. This ensures they
can satisfy the keenest available prices as well as rulsmg the profile of the event across the South East.

Having puﬂnered with FFX for the 2014 show PR Industrial were able to guarantee the lowest UK price

und subsequently pmduced record turnover. They expect fo further this success with the 2015 event.

See the b:ggesr brands, the b:ggesr deals alongside expert demonsfration’s and pifch side masrercfasses
The show dates are Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th July, ot The American Express Community Stadium Brighton BN1 9BL
Put a note in your diary and keep up fo date with www.toolshow2015.co.uk . f
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wWhynotitreatyoursetrora
rienawiththis speciatiofrer:

If you love hobbies then this is a great offer for you or someone you love.
Treat yourself to any of the titles below and choose another one absolutely free!*

Our ‘love’ series of craft specials are one-off magazines bringing you the best of
all your favourite crafts, featuring easy-to-make projects, tutorials and great
inspirational ideas. These essential guides take you through the basics to the

finished product, giving you advice and tips along the way from all the experts.

Don't forget you can download our free patterns too for our projects in all our love
series online today at www.myhobbystore.co.uk/templates

hagmaking‘% - tosew @

Or why not treat yourself to one of our historical or practical project titles?

U145 ({UVL]] SPECIAL ISSUE |

Muoun EﬁOAT s " I F§

Online: www.myhobbystore.co.uk/BOGOF15

By Phone: 0844 848 8822 (Phone lines open Mon-Fri 9am - 4.30pm) quoting BOGOF15
telling our customer services team which issues you would like.

*Cheapest issue free. Limited stock so don't miss out!




hamilton beverstock

CNC sharpening & metal cutting specialists ~

s G CIRES o SERVICING & ROUTER GUIMERS o POWER JiOOLS
s ABRASIVEST TUBNING TOOLS o PIIANER BIEADES

BAND SAW BLADES
Welded to any length

THE NEW MICROCLENE
MC280 & MC560

A UNIQUE DESIGN FOR AN ALL [N ONE

THE MC 280 & MC560
FILTERS 280 & 560 M/3 OF
AIR PER HOUR THERE
ARE 60 BRIGHT WHITE
LED'S TO
PROVIDE A NICE EVEN
LIGHTING SOURCE,
NO HEAT FROM THE
LIGHTS AND NO DANGER
OF DUST BURNING.
THE MC280 HAS ONE
MOTOR AND THE MC560
HAS TWIN MOTORS

IDEAL FOR
WOODWORK, TURNING, CARVING,
MARQUETRY, PYROGRAPHY &
SCROLL SAWING,

OR ANY WORK THAT NEEDS LIGHT
AND DUST REMOVAL

IDEAL FOR NAIL SALONS
THE BODY 15 MADE FROM STEEL THAT IS POWDER COATED
FOR A LONG LIFE
VERY EFFICIENT AIRFLOW WITH LITTLE NOISE.
ONLY 48 WATTS POWER WITH FILTER AND LIGHTS ON FOR THE MC230

AND % WATTS FOR THE

THE SIZE IS ONLY 73 X 48 X 20CM, WEIG 5 B.8KGS & 10KGS

A CARBON FILTER IS AVAILABLE FOR REMOVING FUMES ETC

MADE IN ENGLAND
ACROL UK LTD

With over 33 years experience in the saw.
industry, and as a supplierto:major machine:
manufacturers, we know, like thousands of
other satisfied customers, you'll be happy with
our high quality band saw blades for cutting
wood, metal, plastics, food...

... If you're a hobbyist or a professional,
call us today for a friendly service, free
advice and competitive prices.

Hamilton Beverstock Ltd.

(01633) 838900 - (01633) 873803
sales@hamiltonbeverstock.com

Founder Member of the Saw Doctor Assoclation

A NEW MICROCLENE
AIR FILTER FROM ACROL

Acrol UK have [aunched the new MCP filter for pyrograrhy
or any other task that might creafte fumes. smoke or dust.

It has more than double the power of the current very
popular MCP, with an increased airflow of over 250 cubic
metres per hour through a dual EU4 grade cartridge
dust filter. If that were not enough, air is then pushed
through a high grade carbon filter which removes all fumes.

SPECIFICATIONS
* Air flow through the filter 250 cubic metres per hour
* Dual filter in cartridge =« A white EU4 grade dust filter, down to
(.4 micron particle size. Together with high grade carbon filter for
removing fumes ete. » Size 26 x 20 x 16em, weight 5 kgs.

For more details call: (02392) 502 999 or visit the website:
www.acrolltd.co.uk
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BY ALAN HOLTHAM

uch a simple project could be
S modified for all sorts of other
applications, like storing recipe
cards in the kitchen, knitting patterns in the
, . living room or even abrasive paper in the

workshop. It's a good example of less being
more on the design front.

With my desk overflowing with excess but necessary

clutter, | reckoned the time had come to bring some The raw materials
. . | wanted something that would look a bit
order to the chaos. | decided to replace the tottering stylish, so | settled on using some second-

tower of wobbly stationery trays with a smart little hand Brazilian mahogany for the whole
. construction. In a former life this material
desk tidy that had some closely spaced shelves for had been a shelving unit in a local shop.

papers and a small drawer to hide away all the other ~ A!hough it was peppered with screw holes,
biscuit slots and bad scratches, it was ideal

odds and ends for a project like this that needed only

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015




WOODWORK I pesk tidy

Cut the thinner sections down
to size on the bandsaw

Use the thicknesser to plane both
sides of these thin sections

3

Cramp the widened sections together
and set them aside them to dry

Rip the widened boards down
to the required widths

Assemble the main carcass dry to test the
fit, and do any necessary trimming

relatively short lengths of thin stock.

Its existing thickness of about 25mm meant
that although | could resaw the very thin
material for the shelves, the thicker material for
the carcass would require some rather wasteful
planing down, but at least it was free!

Align the biscuit slots using the fence
on the jointer as a guide

Use the fence again to provide the correct
offset and keep the slots vertical

-A‘&%-‘: : s
The intermediate shelf is fitted in place
with two biscuits at each side

Cutting down

If you need to cut thicker material down into
thinner sections, the bandsaw is the ideal
tool, photo 1. Use a sharp blade and allow
it to cut at its own speed rather than forcing
it. With old and dry timber like this, there is

DESK TIDY CUTTING LIST

All dimensions are in millimetres
Part Qty
Top/base 2
Sides 2
Bottom shelf 1
Centre shelves 4
Back panel 1
Drawer front/back 2
Drawer sides 2
Drawer base 1

L w T
360 245 12
270 235 12
320 228 10
325 220 5
330 280 3
318 50 8
210 50 8
310 225 3

ﬂ The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

Cramp the two sides together side by side
and machine the first slot for the shelves

rarely any serious distortion during the
re-sawing process, and you should end up
with truly flat material.

It's just not safe to surface very thin
material such as this. Instead you'll have to
rely on the thicknesser to plane both sides,
but it will press flat anyway under the feed
rollers. Take only light cuts from each side,
and leave it a couple of millimetres over the
finished thickness at this stage, photo 2.

Glue up
Unfortunately, the original shelves were not
quite wide enough for my finished project,
so | had to glue up a wider piece. The most
effective method here is to glue it all up into
one big piece and then slice of the widths
required, rather than trying to make up each
piece individually.

When the timber is this thin, | don’t bother
with biscuits as any slight misalignment can
be corrected when the shelves are finally




Lock the two halves together with a wood
strip while making subsequent cuts

Round over the shelf edges using a tall
temporary sub-fence as a support

i, fa i (T

You could make a repeat jig, or just reset the
position of the cramp guide as required

Thickness the shelf material down so each one
is a smooth sliding fit in its grooves

The resulting fit in the routed grooves
was very neat and visually pleasing

Note that the rebates in the carcase
top and bottom are stopped

Round over the carcass edges on the router
table; make the end-grain cuts first

thicknessed. There is also then no danger
of cutting through a joint and exposing the
biscuits when making any of the later
shaping cuts.

Use the same procedure for the thicker
material for the carcass, cramping it all up
thoroughly and then leaving it to dry at least
overnight, photo 3.

Ripping away
The completed boards can then be
removed from the cramps and the worst of
the hardened glue squeeze-out removed
with a chisel to allow it to sit flat on the saw
table. Rip these down to the required
widths, leaving them a little oversize and
being careful to orientate the cuts so that
there will be no joints near the edge of a
piece, photo 4.

Although the widths are cut slightly
oversize to allow for planing, | cut the
lengths to the exact size so that any

Apply brushing lacquer to all the internal
surfaces before doing any assembly work

breakout on the crosscut is removed with
the subsequent thicknessing cuts. Once

again, only take light cuts until you reach
the required thickness.

Joining up

The main carcass is then biscuited
together — a relatively straightforward
procedure for the uprights, as the slots can
be aligned using the fence on the biscuit
jointer, photo 5. Things are little more
complicated for the horizontal members
as the uprights are set in slightly. However,
if you hold the work in the vice against a
piece of wide scrap material, you can still
use the fence to provide the correct
amount of offset and at the same time
keep the slots vertical, photo 6.

That's all there is to the main carcass. No
fancy joints are needed on this one, but you
do get a good-looking result with minimum
expertise, photo 7. The intermediate shelf

P . = L =

Assemble the main carcass and check that
everything is square as you tighten the cramps

also needs to be fitted in the same way,
using a couple of biscuits at each side,
photo 8.

Routing along

The next stage is a little trickier in that you
have to produce parallel and matched
slots in the two sides to take the thin
shelves. | have always found the only way
to get a perfect match in this situation is to
cramp the two sides together and machine
the slot in one go, using the router with a
6mm cutter and guiding the base against a
straightedge, photo 9. Remember that the
slot needs to be stopped at either end, as
the four shelves are set back slightly from
the front of the unit.

Once you have made the first slot,
machine a small strip of wood to be a tight
fit in it. This has the effect of locking the two
halves together while you make the
subsequent cuts, photo 10. If you have a

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 m




WOODWORK I pesk tidy

Then slide the four centre shelves into place
in their grooves from the back of the unit

Shape the radiused finger pull using a small
drum sander and assemble the drawer

lot of these evenly spaced slots to cut, it's
worth making up a repeat jig, but for just a
few like this, some careful measuring each
time you reset the cramp guide is a quicker
option, photo 11.

Rounding over

Now thickness down the shelf material until
it is a smooth sliding fit in the groove, photo
12. Resist the temptation to make it too
tight, or you'll have trouble assembling it all
later on and you'll end up damaging
something if you have to start hammering it
into place. Obviously the ends of the slots
are radiused, but the shelf edges are
square, so to make them a neat fit the shelf
edges have to be rounded over.

For this | used a horizontal router table
and a tall temporary sub-fence to provide
the necessary support, photo 13. You could
use a roundover cutter and make a pass
along either side of the shelf. | found a
beading cutter of the correct dimension that
allowed me to run it in a single pass. The
resulting fit was very neat and extremely
pleasing, photo 14. | must try this technique
again sometime, instead of fiddling about
cutting haunches so that the shelves
overlap the rounded housings!

Rebating in

The back edges of the carcass now need to
be rebated to take the back panel, which is
just a piece of 4mm mahogany-faced
plywood. The rebates are again cut on the

n The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

Glue the back panel into place in the
rebates. There’s no need to pin it

horizontal router table using a straight bit.
Don't forget that the top and bottom rebates
need to be stopped, or they will show in the
finished cabinet, photo 15.

Finally, the front edges of the carcass
need to be radiused like the shelves. This is
a simple job with a roundover cutter in the
router table. It's good practice to make the
end grain cuts first before you do the long
ones, to minimize any breakout on the
corners, photo 16.

Finishing off
Once the unit is assembled, it will be very
difficult to do any polishing work on the
shelves, so now is the time to finish those
areas that will become inaccessible after
assembly. | use brushing lacquer for
projects like this, photo 17, as it dries very
quickly and gives a lovely satin finish that
highlights the grain but is not too glossy.
This will also dry to a hard finish in an hour
so, even after several coats, so you can
quickly move on to the assembly of the
main carcass, gluing and cramping it firmly
and checking for square as you increase
the cramping pressure, photo 18.

| decided to assemble the basic carcass
first and then fit the shelves afterwards, photo
19, rather than trying to get it all together in
one go — a sure-fire recipe for disaster!

Boxing up
Prepare the material for the drawer from
some of the offcuts, machining in the

The corner joints are half laps, which
are easy to cut on the router table

Finish the lacquering, but leave the drawer
sides bare so they don’t bind in the cabinet

grooves to take the base, which is another
piece of mahogany-faced plywood, photo
20. The corner joints are half laps — another
simple job to cut on the router table, photo
21. The drawer front has a small radiused
cut-out to act as the finger pull. Shape this
to a perfect curve using a drum sander in
the drill press, photo 22, then cramp up the
drawer box and set it aside to dry.

The back panel just glues in place after
you have squared out the corners of the
stopped rebates in the horizontal members,
photo 23. There’s no need to pin it.

Once everything is assembled, you can
lightly sand the unfinished areas and then
brush on the lacquer as before. Leave the
outside of the drawer sides unfinished or
they will tend to bind when you close the
drawer, photo 24.

Checking out

This really was a simple little project to
make, with nothing difficult or challenging
in the making process and requiring just
some basic tools. Even working in quite a
leisurely way, it offered a very pleasant day
off from my normal paid jobs, and my
reward was a tidy desk at last. Now
where's that stapler?
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BRUSHLESS: GIVING YOU MORE

o LESS MAINTENANCE - MORE POWER & RUNTIME
e EXTENDED LIFE OF TOOLS & BATTERIES «
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www.routercutter.co.uk e

bsite: https://routercutter.co.uk

tercutter, co.uk

for Emé
( : ONLINE SALES OF QUALITY ROUTER BITS & ACCESSORIES Office

‘industrial grade savvy’

3ddress: ROUTERCUTTER.CO.LK
The Office Bullding, Gatwick Road, Crawley, RH10 9RZ
Our online stocks are genuine and all goods are mailed from the UK,

WHITESIDE MACHINE COMPANY remain our only supplier of router bits and accessories. Whiteside have been manufacturing guality
industrial grade router bits for more than 30 years. Proudly made in North Carolina USA. Router bits designed & engineered for the Woodworker.

COMING SOON TO OUR STORE:
1/4” SHANK / Smm (D) SPIRALS
1/4” SHANK [ 6mm (D) SPIRALS
1/2” SHANK / 8mm (D) SPIRALS
1/2" SHANK [ 10mm (D) SPIRALS
1/2" SHANK / 12mm (D) SPIRALS
Costom made in the USA by WHITESIDE
Limited Stocks Only
~-and a smashing SPECIAL PRICE on
WHITESIDE RD5200A Down Cut Spiral
1727 shank; D = 12mm; ¢/l = 50.8mm; ofs = 10L.6mm
THIS 1S A BARGAIN NEVER TO BE REPEATED

WHITESIDE MACHINE COMPANY

Nominated in both categories by Fine Woodworking Magazine June 2007 - in an 18 bit road-test evaluation
Author's Choice - BEST OVERALL / Author’s Choice — BEST VALUE

WOODWORKING
SHOW

WOODWORKING IN ACTION
12th and 13th September 2015
Cressing Temple Barns, near Braintree, Essex CM77 8PD

The European Woodworking Show is an amazing showcase
of craftsmen and women from around the world. Set in the
beautiful grounds of Cressing Temple Barns in Essex.

The European Woodworking Show, now in its sixth year, will have
over 100 exhibitors representing a diverse range of woodworking disciplines.
A demonstrator led show supported by quality tool makers.

el: 01473 785946
| email info@ews2015.com
www.ews2015.com




AXMINSTER TRADESMAN

KIT BAG @ 20 O

This month we have a fully-loaded Axminster Tradesman
kit bag worth a shade under £200 to give away. It's big
enough to take a power drill and its battery, together
with a selection of additional hand tools and
assorted hardware.

The bag is constructed around a rigid central
core, covered by a heavy-duty nylon outer with
a pair of zipped covers that give easy access
to the interior. It features a chrome-plated
steel carrying tote with a rubber grip and
has a thick rubber base to resist everyday
wear and tear.

The bag comes packed with over 100
accessories, including drills, bits, bit holders
and cutters from the Axcaliber, Fisch and
Axminster Trade Bitz ranges, all compatible
with all makes of power drill.

To win it, simply fill in the coupon below and send :
it to the address given. The first coupon drawn =%
from the postbag on closing day will win this AXMINSTER
superb gift. We’ll then arrange for Axminster -
to deliver it direct to you.

F’,‘.Lm LOGUE

YL

=8 a copy of the Axminster 2015 catalogue, please call 03332 406406

HOW TO ENTER

Fill in your personal details, then cut out the coupon NBMIE. ..
(or photocopy it) and send it to:

Axminster Kit Bag Draw 0515
The Woodworker

MyTImeMedia Lid
PO Box 269

Haslingden

Rossendale Postcode
Lancashire BB4 0DJ

The first entry drawn at random will receive the kit bag

Daytime telephOone........cccuviiiieiie e

The closing date for entries is 8th May 2015 (7[00 1= YR
Only one entry per person; multiple entries will be discarded.
Employees of MyTimeMedia Ltd and Axminster Tools & Machinery Ltd EMalil @ddresS.....uvveiiieeiiiiiieeiee et

are not eligible to enter this competition.

Please ensure your personal details are correct, as they will be used to contact you if you win.

By supplying your email/address/telephone number, you agree to receive communications

from MyTimeMedia Ltd and other carefully selected third parties.

If you do NOT wish to be contacted by The Woodworker and MyTimeMedia Ltd, please tick here: email 0 post [0 phone .
If you do NOT wish to be contacted by carefully selected third parties, please tick here: email 0 post 0 phone [J.

For our full Privacy Policy and Terms and Conditions, please go to www.getwoodworking.com



Protect and enhance the natural beauty Treatex Hardwax Oil

of wood with Treatex Hardwax Ol — protects and enhances the

. = sy . nnearance of all types of
internal wood surfaces including
floors, stairs, doors, furniture and
worktops. Treatex Hardwax Oil is
manufactured on a base of natural
sustainable raw materials: jojoba
oil, linseed oil, sunflower oil,
beeswax, candelilla wax and
carnauba wax.

® Brings out the timber grain

® Adds warmth to wood

® Easy to apply

® Quick drying

® No sanding required between coats
® | ow odour

@ Resistant to spills of water, wine,
beer, coffee, tea and fizzy drinks

® Withstands high temperatures
® \ery durable

® Easy to clean and maintain

® Spot repairable

@ Safe for use on children’s toys

tel: 01844 260416
www.treatex.co.uk

CREATIVE WELSH WOODTURNING LTD.

Turners Tool Box.Com
WOODTURNING — WOODWORKING — WOODCARVING
TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

LoG ONTO:

iy A

furnerstoolbox.com

[

WWW.

Pen Mandrel Support

Robert Sorby Patriot Woodturning Chuck

Axminster E i 114 Woodturning Chuck

All with additional accessories making your time at the
lather a more pleasurable experience

Bolt Action & Bullet Pen Kits
In a variety of different metal finish’s
—ee——y Including the required sized

Drill bits & the bushing sets

Esxtension Bars & _—_‘% Colt HS8-M2 150mm Pen Drill Bits
Morse Taper Adaptor = Sizes from 7mm upwards DELIEREDYIRERSWIDE

For more information Visit: www.turnerstoolbox.com
Order online Open 24hrs — All at the click of a button and delivered straight to your door
Email: info@turnerstoolbox.com — Tel: (1873 831 589 — Mobile: 07931 405 131

Colt MaxiCut® Forstner Bits:
Metric & Imperial Sizes




Folding picnic table WOODWORK

Tea for tw

This little folding picnic table has a variety of uses. ne of this table’s advantages is that
, . . it will fold down to a very compact
It’s suitable for the garden, the countryside or the size: another is that the choice of
beach, and would make a gOOd indoor play table wood for its construction is almost limitless.
. All the parts used in its construction have
for children too the same width and thickness; nothing very

wide is required so, like the table shown
here, it can probably be made from offcuts.
It's also a good introduction to the use of
rivets at the points where a pivoting action
is required. All the other parts are simply
screwed together.

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 m




WOODWORK Folding picnic table

Cut angled ends on the top bearers. The saw
guard has been removed here for clarity

Boring holes accurately in the slats on the
drill press was aided by a simple jig

N A

Bore a shallow hole for the washer at each
rivet position, then drill the rivet hole

| formed tiny chamfers on the edges and
ends of all the slats to avoid splinters

PICNIC TABLE CUTTING LIST

All dimensions are in millimetres

Part Qty L w T
Top bearer 2 550 40 12
Diagonal brace 1 570 40 12
Slat 11 550 40 12
Leg 4 670 40 12
Upper cross rail 1 480 40 12
Leg brace A 1 520 40 12
Leg brace B 1 560 40 12
Lower cross rail 2 510 40 12
Lengths include an allowance for final trimming.

You will also need about 150mm of 6mm diameter steel rod,

a supply of washers and two small barrel bolts.

Form the sloping notches on the bearers using
the bandsaw, and chisel out the waste

Screw the slats to the bearers. Note the spacer,
and the cramped batten to aid alignment

n The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

Preparing the parts

| started by preparing all the components to
the cross-sectional size required. | used
joinery-grade hardwood, but almost any
timber is suitable — even good-quality
redwood. Next, | cut the slats for the top to
length, along with the two bearers which
support them. The bearers had their ends
sawn at an angle, as can be seen in

photo 1. Note that I've removed the saw
guard here to show the cut, which would of
course normally be made with the guard in
position for safety.

A simple drilling jig

Each slat requires two screw holes, and to
drill them accurately | made the simplest of
jigs to secure to the table of my bench drill,
photo 2. This was no more then a couple of
scraps of wood pinned to a piece of mdf.
One of the pieces controls the distance of
the holes from the ends, while the other
ensures that they’re centred on the slats.
Jigs like this not only speed up a process;
they promote accuracy as well.

The bearers needed some further
preparation, requiring holes for the rivets at
one end and angled notches in which the
top rail on one set of legs would engage.
When rivets are used in wood, it's essential
that washers are introduced under the head
of the rivets. In addition, when the rivet is
intended to act as a pivot and allow
swivelling movement, then a washer must
also be positioned between the two
components being secured.

Using rivets

The rivets needed for this table are easy to
make from mild steel rod, available from
B&Q or Screwfix. Here rod with a diameter
of 6mm is required, along with a supply of
washers of the same size.

When preparing to fit the rivets, prepare
the shallow holes for the washers first,
preferably using a saw tooth bit, and then
bore the holes for the rivets, photo 3. These
holes need to provide the minimum of
clearance to allow for easy pivoting.

Mark the angled notches using a sliding
bevel and cut them on the bandsaw,
photo 4. When the waste has been
removed with a chisel, the notch should
provide a comfortable fit which is not too
tight for the cross rail. The latter does not
have corresponding notches on it.




Making up the top

Before any assembly takes place, | like to
form tiny chamfers to all the slat edges.
This is known as removing the arris, and
was done by running the edges over my
planer, while the ends were chamfered on
a disc sander, photo 5.

Now the slats can be added to the
bearers, photo 6, spaced out to give equal
gaps. It helps if the outer two are secured
first. Then a temporary batten can be
cramped to these slats which will ensure
that the ends of all the slats are aligned
with one another.

The diagonal brace to the underside of
the top needs to have its ends trimmed so
as to fit between the bearers, photo 7.
Note that one end is set in further from the
outer top slat than the other. This is to
allow for better access to the rivets at that
end when the leg frame is added later on.
This brace is screwed in place from the
underside of the top.

Making the leg frames

The leg frames are similar but not identical,
with their widths being important. Although
the sizes for these frames have been given
in the cutting list, they must be checked in
relation to the top. The positions of the
holes for the rivets must be carefully
marked, and as before, the shallow holes
for the washers made before the smaller
holes for the rivets are bored. Finally, the
top ends of all four legs are rounded over
— another job for the disc sander, with a
little hand sanding to follow, photo 8.

A riveting time

The steel rod needs to be cut into lengths,
allowing for the thickness of the washers
plus about 3mm for the doming over and a
little slack. One end of the rod must first be
domed over, and this is most conveniently
achieved using ball-pein hammer while it's
held in an engineer’s vice, photo 9.
Indeed, this is the prime purpose of the
ball part of the hammer, with the blows
aimed at the edges of the steel.

However, there are alternatives to the
above. If an engineer’s vice is not
available, then an alternative is to bore
6mm diameter holes in scrap wood around
25mm thick, and to use a Warrington
pattern hammer to deliver the blows at
ever-varying angles to the end of the steel.

Folding picnic table WOODWORK

Screw the diagonal brace to the underside of Round over the top ends of the legs on the
the top after drilling the clearance holes disc sander, and finish the job by hand

Hold each rivet in a metal vice and
dome the end with a ball-pein hammer

Drill holes for the fixing screws in the Assemble the pivot and dome the other end of
cross rail of the leg frame the rivet. Note the metal support underneath
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Check the fit of the upper cross rail
in the notches in the top bearer

Add the two small bolts to the top bearers

as shown to ensure the table is stable
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| gave the top surface of the table a final
smoothing with my belt sander

The table folds down to a very compact size,
ideal for transport and storage

The first leg

The leg frame which is riveted to the
bearers is assembled first, photos 10
and 11, followed by the riveting. As before
the already domed end of the steel must
be well supported by a piece of metal (a
small anvil or something similar) while the
second end of the two rivets are domed,
photo 12. The whole operation of forming
these rivets is easier than might seem, and
it's a useful skill to acquire.

The second leg

When assembling the second leg frame,
the width must be checked again to ensure
it provides the correct clearance with the
first frame; then this too is riveted in
position. The thickness of washers can
vary, so you might need to use two
washers as spacers in order to gain the
correct alignment.

The sloping notches in the bearers to the
top might need slight trimming in order to
gain easy assembly of the leg frame with
the top, photo 13. With assembly
complete, | gave a light smoothing to the
top using a belt sander, photo 14.

Weather protection

Even though this table is not intended to
remain out of doors, | decided that | would
give mine a couple of coats of preservative
as a precaution.

Now just one job remained — to add two
small bolts to the inside of the upper
bearers alongside the sloping notches so
they would engage with the upper cross
rail on the leg assembly, photo 15. These
are tucked away out of sight, and ensure
the table will not fold flat unexpectedly!
When it is folded up, however, it's very neat
and compact, photo 16.

And so my table was completed, and at
minimal cost. I'm happy to say it has been
put to a variety of uses, and has proved to
be a very worthwhile little project.




ma,e” ERIKA Push-Pull Cutting System

Mafell ERIKA has been a precision “Push-Pull” cutting phenomena for
thirty five years. Unigue German innovation. Absolute precision in both rip (Push)
and crosscut/mitre (Pull) saw cutting modes. Choose from a selection of table
extensions and attachments. Powerful Mafell CUprex® motor for consistent cutting
performance. “Foldaway” leg assembly for convenient manoeuvrability and
storage when required. In short there is nothing to compare with Mafell ERIKA. Fact!

ERIKA 85 Ec Basic saw with leg stand
folded for easy storage.

Up to 85mm depth 3 models available Multi-purpose guide Easy fold away leg Precise and
of cut. with a range of fence, 2 mitre cuts stand with self Splinter Free cuts
accessories without changing levelling foot

N MA Only available through Mafell Partners. On site demos available. NMATOOLS.CO.UK
reencies o CALL 01484 400488 FOR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS e




Flexidisc Sander/Grinder

“The Flexidisc sander g_'iies a superb finish on wood, metal, fibreglass,
car body filler and all hard materials.

Its fast rot'at_'_ion speed achieves sensational results in a fraction of the
time normally taken by conventional sanders.

This versatile tool also sharpens chisels, plane blades, lathe tools, axes and
garden tools without the rapid overheating of normal abrasive wheels.

This is the ideal tool to prepare your timber prior to varnishing with
Le Tonkinois varnish.

www.flexidiscsander.co.uk
Tel: 01628 548840

L e Ton ki n Oi S Va r n i Sh Le Tonkinois is a natural oil based yacht varnish.

Perfect for outdoor, indoor and marine use. With Le Tonkinois varnish the options really are endless.

Combining unrivalled protection on materials including cork flooring, stone, metal and wood and brilliant
permanent penetration, Le Tonkinois varnish leaves absolutely no brush marks and will

restore the natural beauty of timber whilst removing your brush marks.
Flexible enough to move with the timber and able to withstand abrasion and
impact, Le Tonkinois varnish is resistant to boiling water, UV, petrol, diesel
= and sea water. It won't crack, chip or peel off, making it perfect for
all outside purposes as well as indoor.

www.letonkinoisvarnish.co.uk
Tel: 01628 548840

The Rocking Horse Shop
Make a Unique Traditional Rockin

F ff Y
i

Horse, 17 Superb Designs

Plans, books, DVD’s,

timber packs, accessories & fittings.

Carving Courses

or have never carved before, you will
benefit enormously from one of our
courses.

Www.rocnghorse.co.uk Tel: 0800 7315
Fangfoss, YORK YO41 5JH
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Discover your past and
important moments in history
with our one-off editions.

This special 70th anniversary
collector’s edition not only
celebrates victory in Europe
day and the end of the war,
but also the lives affected
during the conflict and the
returning soldiers.

Packed with personal
accounts of front line soldiers
and their families who waited
for them to come home.
Those who faced the Nazis
and went on to celebrate
Victory in Europe.

With emotive accounts
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Bandsaw set-up

This new series will take an in-depth look at setting up and fine-tuning
a range of standard woodworking machines and larger power tools. We’ll
start with one of the most useful machines you can buy: the bandsaw.
Next month we’ll take on the table saw

T oday, with the advent of good-quality
reasonably-priced machines, there’s
absolutely no reason why the home
woodworker shouldn’t enjoy a little powered
help. Choosing which machine to buy is
another question. The first ‘upgrade’ from the
handsaw is usually the circular saw or jig
saw. Moving on, the debate gets a little more
serious: table saw or bandsaw? This first
choice is usually one of requirement. More
often than not, however, the space problem
will dictate. A table saw needs more space
than a bandsaw. Once you own a bandsaw
you'll wonder how you ever got on without it.
Its one big advantage, short of applying the
blade tension, is that it's always ready to use.
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Little or large?
Bandsaws come in a range of sizes, from
the small bench-top models to the monster
‘band-resaws’ found at timber merchants.
There’s bound to be a bandsaw to meet
your needs. The small bench-top models
may look like toys, but it's surprising how
useful they can be. The small bandsaw
shown opposite is great for small-scale
work such as making templates and jigs.
If you have the room, a 300 or 350mm
machine will open up the possibilities
enormously. They are versatile and easily
maintained, and what's more they won't break
the bank. The larger machine featured on
the right cost less than £600.

Bandsaw basics
[t's important to use dust extraction on a
bandsaw. Apart from the health and safety
issues, the gradual build-up of dust will get
transferred to the tyres on the wheels and will
cause the blade to slip or, worse, to derail.
The bandsaw’s table must be kept clean
and smooth. This is particularly important
when using a machine fitted with a cast-iron
table. A regular application of a paste wax
will keep it smooth and protect it from the
ravages of rust. After cutting green timber on
a cast-iron table, ensure that you clean it
immediately. The moisture in the wood can
cause the table to oxidise and show rust
marks very quickly.




Make a point of keeping the table clear of
stuff. The flat surface of a floor-standing
bandsaw is perfectly positioned to put things
down on; resist the temptation. Strangely, the
worst thing to put on a cast-iron table is a hot
drink; the resultant ring will be there for good.

Initial set-up

There are many schools of thought as to how
to set up a bandsaw. The method shown here
is the result of many years of trial and error in
the workshop. The bandsaw needs to be in
good condition, the top and bottom wheels in
line, and the tyres in good condition. The
blade should run centrally on the tyres.

Keep up the tension
On most bandsaws, using the maker’s
recommended settings will result in the
blade being incorrectly tensioned. In light
work this will cause many problems. Try to
re-saw with an under-tensioned blade and
you'll be in all sorts of trouble. The under-
tensioned blade will cause the cut to be
cupped; it will wander, and may even burn
the face due to the increased friction.
There are blade tensioning gauges
available, but these are a bit of a luxury for
the occasional home use. This method of

BANDSAW
SAFETY

The bandsaw is an innocent-looking
machine with the potential to cause a lot
of damage very quickly. It's not as noisy
as some machines, and this can
provoke a false sense of security.

As long as the blade is running,
concentrate on it 100 per cent: nothing
else matters! Make sure you use a push
stick to feed stock past the blade, and
always wear eye protection. Always turn
the saw off as soon as you have
finished cutting; never walk away from a
bandsaw and leave it running. That
unattended blade will slice through
anything that touches it!

A

Keep the table clean, and protect it from rust
by maintaining it regularly

A 14-inch floor standing bandsaw like this won’t break the bank,
and will do a good job if you have the space for it

v ————— e g

Small bench-top bandsaws may look like toys but they can be
very productive if workshop space is limited
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WOODWORK Setting up a bandsaw

With the machine turned off and the blade guard
up, the blade tension can be assessed

Follow a line marked parallel to the edge
freehand to determine the amount of drift

checking the tension may sound a bit
slap-dash, but it works.

Lift the blade guard. With the machine
turned off, deflect the blade with a moderate
push of the forefinger. The blade should not
deflect more than 7 or 8mm. This should be
just right for general work. For deeper
cutting, use more tension by tightening so
the blade will deflect by only 5 or 6rmm.
Remember to slacken the blade off after
use. Most saws have a lever to apply and
release the tension.

It has to be square

Next, set the table square to the blade. To
do this, raise the blade guard and stand a
try square on the bed of the table. Slide the

m The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

Good dust extraction used regularly will keep the machine free from dust build-up

Check that the table is square to the blade using
a try square set just clear of the blade

Cramp the test piece in place on the table
and align the fence with its edge

square up to the blade so it's almost touching
it. There should be an even gap, from top to
bottom, between the blade and the square.

Adjust the table as necessary. Now set the fence

square to the table, again using the try square.

Dealing with drift

Drift is a problem that's caused by the way
the blade is made, not by the machine.
You'll need to make an allowance for drift
every time you fit a new blade.

Ninety-nine out of 100 bandsaw blades
will have a tendency to drift in one direction
or the other. You need to set the fence to
account for this each time you change the
blade. This is one of the misunderstood
areas of bandsaw set-up. Some say it can

The tensioning guide is at best only a rough
guide and should be ignored!

A blade with large teeth is ideal for cutting
deep material as it can clear the waste easily

If it’s properly set up, the saw will now cut
perfectly true and straight

be adjusted by running the blade on one
edge of the tyres or the other, effectively
twisting the blade as it's presented to the
wood. This may correct the drift, but it will
put untold pressure on the blade and will
also damage the tyres before long.

To set the fence to account for the drift of a
particular blade, take some wood about 25mm
thick and scribe a line along its length and
parallel to one good edge. Move the fence back
out of the way and make the cut, following the
line, skewing the wood by hand as necessary
to keep the cut on track. When you reach the
half -way point, stop the saw and cramp the
piece of wood in that position. Adjust the fence
so that it aligns with the edge of the wood.
The fence is now set to the drift of the blade.




A woodworker's hest friend

FEATHER-LOC

¢ Protects hands & helps prevent
kickback, binding & bent blades

e Features integral fittings for T-slots
o Mitre slot adaptor for tables & fen

with standard 3/8" x 3/4" slofs
o Built-in set-up feather provide

easy tension setting

New
Enghsh
Workshop

Short Courses

for 2015

in a variety of locations that give
you the opportunity to work with:

Chris Schwarz David Barron
Jeff Miller Tom Fidgen
Find your nearest stockist Peter Follansbee Roy Underhill

</ henchdog.eu

1-1/2" materials-—

* Optimised forlarger, :
outdoor projects o

)| Shelf Pin Jig

KMA3200

* Hardened steel
o drill guides ——._

* Removable,
dual-position fence ' -+
« Standard 32mm o=
hole spacing ?

For enquiries & more information
please call: 07588 774999

Find your nearest stockist info@newenglishworkshop.co.uk
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How fast can you scribe?

The Trend Scribemaster Pro skirting board

scribing jig for use with a router is now available
and is packed with features and benefits:

= Pre-assembled, ready to go  Quick & easy fo set up
and use * Up to x10 faster than manual scribes
» Precise cuts every time » Cuts any skirting or
dado profile = Scribes profiles into kitchen plinth
» Cuts left & right hand scribes = Even scribes
warped boards accurately = Quick
mounts onto mitre saw bench*

Trend’s Head of Marketing,
37 Luke Hulley adds:

“The Trend Scribemaster Pro
is a fantastic piece of kit and
the feedback from demonstrating
this at recent shows has been very

positive. People have been blown
away on how quick and simple it is. Time
is mopey and with The Trend Scribemaster
Pro you can save time on scribing without
compromising on the quality of your cuts”,
To find out more about the Trend Scribemaster Pro please visit Trend's

website: www.trend-uk.com or Trends YouTube channel and Facebook
group for videos of the Trend Scribemaster Pro in action.

RRP £299.00 PRODUCT CODE SM/PRO

TEH

Luke Hulley, Head of Marketing, Trend Machinery & Cutting Tools Lid.,

Odhams Trading Estate, St Albans Road, Watford WD24 7TR
Tel: 01923 249911 = Fax: 01923 236879 » Email: hulleyl@trendm.co.uk

the WoodRat

is not just here for the
dovetailing

WoodRat’s Mortise Rail MR4 clocks in the length
and position of any number of mortises. Each pair
exactly placed on opposing stiles — simple, accurate
and very quick!

see it in action - www.woodrat.com

Celebrating 25 years in business

SHEFFIELD
TIMBER COMPANY

Offering all types of hardwood
Home grown specialists

Call us on 0114 283 1099
Or email us sheffieldtimber@aol.com




BY IAN WILKIE

Cleari

Spring cleaning, reviewing,
sorting out, downsizing,
call it what you will. Most
of us need to take stock
from time to time of the
tools and equipment in
our workshops. I’ve just
tackled mine...

A small Jet bench-top bandsaw saves
a good deal of floor space

y workshop was becoming very

congested | kept knocking into

things, and there never seemed
to be enough room to manoeuvre. It was
time to harden my heart and ask myself a
few basic questions. For instance, did |
really need all this stuff?

My working area is about the size of an
average garage. It's an extension to the
house, which makes it very pleasant to work
in, but | do have to avoid tramping sawdust
through neighbouring rooms. Two large
double-glazed windows give lots of natural
light, with views down the garden.

Thinking ahead

The next question | asked myself was what
sort of work | intended doing in the future.
This is really what it's all about. I've never

g the clutter

made big, heavy pieces of furniture,
preferring to tackle smaller projects which
| write up for the magazine. However, |

do have some standard woodworking
machines which take up a lot of room and
are difficult to move. It’s ridiculous to be
sentimental about a machine which has
given good service, but it happens!

Goodbye Kity

My first decision was to change my
bandsaw. Originally | had a Kity 613 in the
workshop, always ready for use, but | was
persuaded to move it into the garage and
that immediately gave me more floor space.
| recently replaced the Kity with a Jet
JWBS-9 bench bandsaw, photo 1. | may
not be able to cut thick planks any more,
but then | don’t need to!

Proxxon’s compact
planer can tackle boards
up to 80mm wide...

...and is
perfectly
complemented
by the same
firm’s
thicknesser
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WOODWORK A workshop makeover

My Myford Mystro short-bed lathe had given
me many years of faithful service...

B

Its place was taken by a Jet JML1014,
a quiet and compact ¥2hp model

When | analysed what I'd been cutting
over the last five years, | realised that | rarely
cut wood thicker than 80mm. What's more,
lifting heavy timber onto the bandsaw table
was undesirable. With the Jet | can cut
wood up to 80mm thick and 230mm wide,
and that’s quite adequate for my needs. I've
positioned it on a light DIY stand, and can
lift it off easily if necessary. The fence isn't
marvellous, but I'm going to look at
Axminster's modification which should be
an improvement; otherwise I'm very pleased
with its performance.

Thick or thin?
The next machine | looked at was my
DeWalt thicknesser. This has proved to be a
useful and efficient machine, but again was
no longer being fully utilized. It's described
as portable, but it's very heavy and moving
it out of its parking space to use it was
getting more difficult. My son was quite
happy to find room for it in his workshop, so
that disappeared quite quickly... but | know
where to find it if the need arises!

In its place | now have a separate planer
(photo 2) and thicknesser (photo 3) from
Proxxon. These small (and truly portable)
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...but its three-phase motor required
a converter and special wiring

The indexing wasn't calibrated. One solution
was to fit a Sorby indexing plate

Another possibility was to use the CSC500K
chuck from Axminster

This chuck is very well suited to this
size of lathe as it is so compact

little machines plane and thickness 80mm
wide boards, so they match up well with the
capacity of the Jet bandsaw.

Having a turn-out

My wife then drew my attention to my
woodturning lathe, pointing out that if we ever
moved from our present house it would be a

7

7

problem to dismantle and too heavy for us to
lit. Over the years I've had various lathes in the
workshop. Back in 1999 | bought this Myford
Mystro short-bed lathe, photo 4, and have
used this for most of my turning work ever
since. It's been very reliable and a pleasure
to use. However, after due consideration |
came to the rather reluctant decision that
this lathe was unnecessarily large and
powerful for the work | was now doing.

A quick sale
The Mystro’s three-phase motor required a
converter and special wiring, photo 5. | very
rarely swung the head round to use the
bowl turning attachment for large bowls and
platters. I'd also purchased a compound
slide and tool-post accessory so that |
could undertake small metal-turning tasks
on it. When | bought a Warco mini metal
turning lathe at a later date, | no longer had
a need for this expensive accessory. Within
the week | had sold the Mystro, and away it
went in manageable pieces to its new home
with a delighted new owner.

If you're looking to sell a machine, or
indeed to buy a second-hand one, | suggest

you have a look at www.lathes.co.uk where
for £37 you can give a full description of your
equipment for sale and upload up to six
photographs. Another possibility is to
forward full details and a photograph to the
secretary of a local woodturning club, to be
circulated among the members.

In with the new
My new lathe is the Jet JML1014, photo 6,
bought from Axminster for £299. I've tested
this 2hp model before and found it very
robust and quiet. The maximum of 250mm
over the bed and 350mm between centres
gives plenty of scope. This is not an electronic
variable speed model, but I've never had any
objection to changing speeds manually.

The Jet has a 1in x 8tpi threaded spindle
— a different size to the Myford — but | was
able to convert my chucks with adapters so
this wasn't a problem. It's a heavy machine
at 30kg, but my wife is quite used to helping
me lift woodworking machinery! Fortunately
I'd kept the stand from a previous Jet lathe;
it turns out that Axminster no longer stock
this stand, which is a pity because it was
designed for this particular lathe. Four bolts
hold the lathe securely, and the result is a
neat unit with good access underneath
when it comes to cleaning up shavings.

Essential indexing

The only thing that disappointed me on the
Jet was the indexing. This proved not to be
calibrated and was therefore very difficult to
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My Sorby sharpening
system stands on a slim
pedestal, ready for
immediate use

use. | regularly make use of
indexing in my work, so | needed
areliable system.

One solution was to use the
Sorby indexing plate, photo 7,
which fortunately | already had.
| also have an Axminster collet
chuck and | was able to index
this myself with 12 positions,
which gave me another option.

Another possibility would be
the CSC500K chuck from
Axminster which | recently
tested; this chuck has clear
calibrated positions marked
on the back, photo 8. The
chuck is very well suited to this size of lathe
as it's so neat. It's necessary to have some
form of locking device for the indexing, and
this | made myself, photo 9.

Staying sharp

I quickly became a convert of the Sorby
sharpening system when it was first
introduced, so out went my bench grinder
and its jigs. Until recently | also still had a
Tormek wet grinder and a number of jigs. It
became obvious that | didn't really need two
systems, and although the Tormek is very
good and you get a fine finish on the tool,
it's heavy and a bit messy to use so we
parted company. The Sorby machine now
stands on a slim pedestal, photo 10, ready
for immediate use.

Next, | removed the wooden cupboards
full of turning tools from the wall and
thinned out the contents. | now tend to use
Sorby'’s interchangeable blades for most of
my turning, and this is a more compact
system, photo 11. A few of the bigger tools
are still kept in a cupboard, but many others
had become superfluous and | gave them
to a local turning club.

T

It's easy to replace the hardboard surface to my
main work area when it becomes damaged

LR

| now use the Sorby interchangeable
blade system for most of my turning

These drawers are all clearly labelled,
and are fitted out as required

Warm and tidy

The workshop is heated with an oil-filled
radiator, photo 12, which is thermostatically
controlled and operates on a time switch.
This type of heater is ideal: it is inexpensive
to buy, costs no more to run than any other
system and wood dust is not a problem.
The room is always pleasantly warm to work
in, and this factor becomes more important
as you grow older!

Metal filing cabinets with shallow drawers
store much of my smaller equipment, and
stack on top of one another to save space.
From time to time I try to thin the contents
out. I've standardised on Forstner bit and
twist drill sizes so | don't have to keep those
| have no use for.

The drawers are all clearly labelled,
photo 13, and where appropriate are fitted
out for things like collets. | can quickly find
what | am looking for, and it's easy to spot

A compact oil-filled radiator heats the shop,
while filing drawers store small items

|
A |
Small machines and larger pieces of equipment
are stored on shelves in steel cabinets

when something is missing. On the whole |
avoid buying sets of things, however nice
they look, because you end up paying for
items that you're never going to use.

Machinery store

My small machines and larger pieces of
equipment are stored in two double steel
cabinets, photo 14. The Proxxon machines
which are used the most, such as the
bench drill, bench sander and table saw,
are on the shelves at waist height. The
bench drill, for example, can be lifted out
with the minimum effort and transferred
onto the bench.

A bench facelift

Next, | treated the work area along one wall
and under the window to a new hardboard
surface and several coats of matt varnish,
photo 15. As you can see, it looks very smart

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 m




WOODWORK A workshop makeover

Once a year | sand down the top of my
free-standing bench and re-varnish it

| then made a simple plywood cover for it
to help keep the sawdust off

My Warco mini metal-working lathe was
transferred to a Wolfcraft folding bench

The Hegner fretsaw sits on its triangular
stand next to the Warco lathe

A folding stool with a back is useful when working for long periods at this machine
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7

7

at the moment but | know it won’t remain
like that! However, it's easy to replace the
hardboard when it becomes damaged. The
engineering vice is always in use.

| also have a small free-standing bench,
photo 16, and once a year | sand down the top
and re-varnish it. This bench is small enough
to move around the shop as necessary.

Small machines

My Warco variable speed mini metal-
working lathe was transferred to a Wolfcraft
folding bench which is strong and stable,
photo 17. Although it's compact and small,
this is a heavy machine. | used to have it on
the Jet lathe stand, but | had to sacrifice
that for the new woodworking lathe. | then
made a simple plywood cover for it to keep
any sawdust off, photo 18.

The Hegner fretsaw sits on its triangular
stand next to the Warco lathe, always ready
for use, photo 19. It's quite easy to move
away from the wall for cleaning up. | find
that a folding stool with a back is very useful
when working for concentrated periods at
this machine, photo 20.

The magnifying lamp you can see cramped
to the edge of the work area next to the
lathe has a long arm, and can be positioned
over either of the machines as required.

My Henry vacuum cleaner sits neatly under
the Wolfcraft bench, and the hose is long
enough to connect to any small machines
that have a dust extraction point. It would be
neater if the take-off on the scrollsaw was on
the right rather than the left, but that’s life!

Last thoughts

I'll close with a couple of labour-saving tips.

My latest modest purchase is a broom and a
dustpan on a long handle, which saves me

stooping down to brush up the shavings.

Do you find you sometimes drop a screw
or washer on the floor? | have the answer; a
small magnet stuck on the end of a broom
handle will soon find the missing object!

The system wins

In my younger days | had shadow boards
with tools hanging in their designated
places on the workshop wall, and open
shelves dotted around with stacks of boxes
of screws, jars, cans and the like. However,

| learnt that metal tools soon went rusty and
everything became covered with dust.
Worse still, | could never readily find what |
wanted anyway. Now | believe in system. |
know that some visitors to my workshop
think it's too neat and wonder if | ever make
anything, but | also know that others go
back home and, at the very least, have a bit
of a tidy-up themselves.
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The Diamond Cross Sharpening range is now available
from Trend and is packed with features & benefits:
= Use to sharpen chisels & plane irons = Specially designed for router

cutter sharpening e Ideal for shaped router Elmer’s Glue-All is the perfect choice for all kinds of
. \ cutters, chisels and woodturning = Ideal repairs. Versatile, easy to clean up and non-toxic,
\ for sharpening larger bladed Glue-All delivers a solid bond every time.
gardening tools
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Credit Card

Stone, Router

Gutter Stone,

5 inch File, Twin
Handle File, 8 Inch
Workshop Stone and
bench holder.

Trend’s Head of Marketing,
Luke Hulley adds: “The Trend
Diamond cross range is a fantastic
piece of kit. It was great fiming to launch this product as we celebrate
our 60th Anniversary at Trend. What makes this range so exciting fs that
the Diamond Cross Technology provides the perfect balance between
diamond and recess, maximizing abrasion rates and clearance of debris”
To find out more about the Trend Diamond Cross range please visit
Trend’s website: www.trend-uk.com or Trends YouTube channel and
Facebook group for videos of the Diamond Cross range in action.
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The Wood Veneer Hub

After three decades of being at the forefront of supplying the automotive,
,;," aviation, marine and design industries, Freed Veneers has introduced The Wood
7? Veneer Hub, an exciting online one stop shop bringing a wonderful selection of
high quality natural, coloured, smoked and constructional veneers as well as
all the tools and accessories a woodworker would need along the way...

.with this includes the exciti ing and innovative Peel The Wood Veneer Hub assures that no job is to big or small whether
and Stick range. j you need one sheet or a thousand. With our factory in Valencia,

= Spain there is no service that cannot be provided whether it be a
Avallable in a varlety panel you need produced or an image etched into a veneer sheet.
of different species, J

all pre-sanded, these \
fully flexible sheets
offer an easy solution %

»

Visitors are always welcome to the fully stocked warehouse in Leighton
Buzzard, Bedfordshire where you will receive the warmest of welcomes
as well as the chance to view the Iarge variety of different species.

to the application of
wood veneer for

any given job. ‘

So whether you are an antigue
restorer, furniture maker, boat
builder or anyone else

after high quality
veneers then please
do not hesitate ta y

Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way,
o, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LUT 4FY
’""“’”F'"l-"""*""‘ Tel: +44 (0)1525 851166

Coloured S
Veneer Range!

E-mail: sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk

www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk
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Kitchen utensils 1 TU RN'NG

Stirring it up

TURNING FOR THE KITCHEN
Rolling pin

Egg timer

Spatula

Coffee mug tree
Kitchen roll holder
Pestle and mortar
Trivet

Bread board

Cheese board

Herb chopping board and mezzaluna
Bread bin

Bottle opener

Bottle stopper

Door and drawer pulls
Toast rack

Spice rack

Egg holder

Scoops

Salt and pepper pots
Salt pig

7 BY COLIN SIMPSON

from your other half!

t's surprising how many items you can turn for use in the kitchen; the panel on the

left lists a small selection. In this article I'm going to show you how to turn a

couple of the simplest, aimed at the novice turner. Over the next few issues I'll
tackle some more kitchen items, which will gradually get harder to make, and explain
the different turning techniques involved.
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TU RN'NG Kitchen utensils 1

TURNING A SPURTLE

A spurtle is a traditional Scottish stick
used to stir porridge. More importantly
though for novice turners, it's a great way
to practise with the skew chisel. You'll
need a close-grained timber — beech is
ideal, and is the traditional choice for
culinary items. Maple and sycamore are
also good choices, as are the fruit woods.
However, if you're using trimmings from
your own fruit trees, don't turn anything

from the whole branch because you'll have
the pith running through the work. Instead,
cut a square blank to the
side of the pith, photo 1.

You don't need to
apply a finish to these
pieces, but if you do, it
needs to be food safe,
such as Chestnut's Food Safe Finish,
mineral oil or liquid paraffin.

1 Mark out your blank to avoid including
the pith in the centre of the log

3 For the last 50m, change direction so you
always start with the tool on the wood

2 Use the spindle roughing gouge to
turn the square blank to a cylinder

4 Mark out the various handle dimensions
with the lathe running

5 Use a parting tool to cut grooves
to the left of the first two lines

6 Start the planing cut with the bevel
of the skew resting on the wood

7 Roll the tool clockwise until the
cutting edge just starts to bite

&8 This is what can happen if you roll it
too far. Avoid at all costs!

Blankety blank

My spurtle was made from a blank 32mm
square and 300mm long. Find the centre of
each end and mount it between a four-
prong drive in the headstock and a
revolving centre in the tailstock. I'm going to
turn this at around 2000rpm but, depending
on your level of experience, you may wish to
turn it more slowly.

Using a spindle roughing gouge, convert
the square to a cylinder. Start cutting about
50mm from the end of the wood. Keep the
handle well down and place the tool on the
toolrest before starting the cut. Feed the
bevel gently into the wood and slowly raise
the handle until the cutting edge engages.
The more you raise the handle now, the
heavier the cut will be. Once the tool starts
cutting, slide it along the toolrest from left to
right, going off the wood at the tailstock
end, photo 2.

Continue with this cut, working towards
the headstock about 25mm at a time until
you're about 50mm from the headstock end
of the blank. Now do the same cut but in
the opposite direction, photo 3, going off
the wood at the headstock end.

When you've converted the blank to a
cylinder, keep the lathe running and draw
pencil lines to mark out the extent of the
handle. Draw one line about 12mm from
the headstock end, a second line 50mm
from the first, and a third line 32mm from
the second, photo 4.

The first shaping cuts

Use a parting tool to cut grooves to the left
of the first two lines, photo 5. Now do a
planing cut with the skew chisel to form a
taper between these two grooves. A planing
cut is performed slightly above the centre of
the wood. To achieve this, raise the toolrest
slightly. For this cut | use the short point of
the skew down. Lay the tool on the toolrest
and then allow the bevel to caress the wood
very lightly, photo 6. You should not be
getting a cut at this stage.

Next, rotate the tool clockwise until the
cutting edge just starts to cut, photo 7.
Rotating more will give you a deeper cut,
but if you rotate too far you will come off the
bevel and the tool will dig in, creating an
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ugly spiral along your work, photo 8.

When the tool begins to cut, start to slide
it to the right along the toolrest, photo 9. Try
to keep the shaving coming off the bottom
half of the cutting edge, but not right down
at the corner. Repeat this cut until you have
a gradual taper between the two grooves.

Cutting a vee

Now make a V-shaped cut on the third
pencil line. Hold the tool vertically on the
toolrest with the long point of the skew
pointing down. Keep the handle low. Gently
raise the handle until the long point of the
tool enters the wood. It's important to use
only the tip of the tool, so don't be greedy
with this cut; just take a little shaving off at a
time. Photo 10 shows me cutting the
left-hand side of the V and photo 11 shows
the right-hand side. Alternate these cuts,
going a little deeper and wider each time.

Forming a bead

With the V cut giving a little clearance, start
to roll the bead with the skew, photo 12.
Start as for the planing cut but then
continue to roll the tool clockwise at the
same time as moving it along the toolrest.
Unlike the planing cut, this cut should be
made right at the tip of the tool. You must
also start to swing the handle - in this case
from left to right again at the same time as
moving it along the toolrest and rolling it.

If you don’t want to cut a bead with the
skew, you can use a spindle gouge, but the
action is very similar. Start with the bevel
rubbing, raise the handle to find a cut — at
the tip of the tool — and then slide the tool
along the toolrest at the same time as
swinging the handle, photos 13 and 14.

Creating the taper
With the handle complete, the rest of the
spurtle can be turned. You could use the
spindle roughing gouge, but stick with the
skew for the sake of practising your planing
cuts. Start near the tailstock end, traversing
the toolrest from left to right, and start each
successive cut a little further to the left,
working towards the handle, photos 15 and
16. Then sand the piece if necessary,
finishing with 240-grit abrasive paper
Finally, reduce the diameter at both ends
to just a small stub, either with a parting tool
or the skew, photo 17. Stop the lathe and
use a saw to cut through the stubs. Clean
up the ends with abrasive paper and your
spurtle is ready for its first stir, photo 18.

9 Slide the tool along the toolrest to
complete the planing cut

11 ...and then reverse the tool and your
stance to cut the right-hand side

10 Use just the long point of the skew
to cut the left-hand side...

12 With the V cut giving some clearance,
start to roll the bead with the skew

14 .. .but you still need to swing the
handle as the tool cuts the bead

15 Start the taper near the tailstock end,
traversing the toolrest from left to right

- e R

17 Use a skew or a parting tool to reduce the
diameter at each end to a small stub

——y :
16 Start each successive cut a little further
to the left, working towards the handle

18 Clean up the ends with abrasive paper
and your spurtle is ready to use
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TU RN'NG Kitchen utensils 1

Many of the techniques used to make the
honey dipper are the same as the spuirtle,
so | won't go into such detail. My honey
dipper is 180mm long and 19mm in
diameter. Mount a suitable piece of wood
between centres and convert it to a
cylinder with a spindle roughing gouge.
Mark pencil lines round the circumference
about 5mm in from both ends. This waste
wood will be damaged by the four-prong

drive and the revolving centre, and will be
removed when the turning is finished.

Shaping the egg

At the tailstock end, measure and mark a
line about 30mm to the left of your waste
line. Use a parting tool to remove the waste,
turning the right-hand end of the wood
down to a stub. Leave enough wood for the
revolving centre to do its work.

Next, cut another groove with the parting
tool just to the left of your 30mm line. Your
workpiece should now look like photo 1.
Turn an egg shape at the tailstock end,
either with a skew or spindle gouge,
photo 2, using the same method as for
turning the bead on the spurtle. Then cut a

series of parallel closely-spaced grooves
in the egg shape using a narrow parting
tool, photo 3.

Forming the handle
The dipper’s handle can be any shape
you want, but mine is a gradual taper; the
thistle shape that | cut on the spurtle is
cut in the same way. The only difference
is that the honey dipper’s handle is much
smaller in diameter. You may experience
some vibration as the wood flexes away
from the cutting tool. If this happens you
can support the wood with your fingers of
your other hand, as shown in photo 4.
Sand and part off, again as you did with
the spurtle, and use abrasive paper by
hand to clean up both ends, photo 5.
Now you have your first two kitchen
utensils. Next month I'll tackle another
two slightly more difficult projects and
extend your turning skills a little more.

3 Then cut a series of parallel grooves in the egg shape
using a narrow parting tool

2 Turn an egg shape at the tailstock end, either with a skew or a
spindle gouge, in the same way as turning the spurtle bead

4 Damp down any vibration caused as the wood flexes away
from the tool by supporting it with your fingers

5 Part off the dipper and use abrasive paper to sand both ends smooth
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New premier tool joins the team

The extra-small cordless drill. Available in C-shape or T-shape.
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You’'ll never work alone.
SNAT N, DNV

Light, amazingly strong and now available in the classic T-shape, these Tools forthe toughest demands

aSlEi Ir:I\)CYUISCi:VE impressive cordless drills offer exceptional high-power torque, even in hard-
to-reach spaces. The compact construction and even weight distribution make

""' ’ ’ them ideal for working overhead. Complete with lithium-ion battery packs,

L=l ' / CENTROTEC quick-change system and SERVICE all-inclusive, both C-shape

and T-shape cordless drills are perfect for the professional user.

For more information visit your local Festool dealer or www.festool.co.uk/xs
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TURNING | cheeseboard & knife

BY CHRIS CHILD

Cracking cheese!

A lot of cheeses start life in the round,
so a round cheeseboard seemed a
perfectly natural choice for this project.
All | needed to find was a suitable
circular tile to drop into the centre of
the board, and a tanged cheese knife
blade to fit the matching turned handle

making it an ideal starter wood for beginners to the craft of

woodturning. | made this cheese board from a disc
measuring 270mm diameter and 25mm thick, hollowed out in the
centre to take a 150mm diameter decorative ceramic tile. The
handles for the platter and the cheese knife are made from pieces
of sycamore 140mm long and 30mm square. Dimensions of the
finished pieces are given in fig 1 on page 73.

T he even textured grain of sycamore cuts very sweetly,

Preparing the disc
Screw a faceplate to the back of the disc and mount it on the lathe,
photo 1. Don'’t forget to wear your face shield when working with a
large-diameter project like this, as shavings can come off the rim at
alarmingly high speeds.

Screw a faceplate securely to the back of the disc Flatten off the face with a round-nosed scraper

The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com




Test the flatness of the disc with a straightedge Cut a recess in the disc centre for your expanding chuck
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TURNING

Cheeseboard & knife

Use an angled scraper to form the dovetail in the recess

Set the speed of the lathe to about 600rpm
and flatten off the face with a round-nosed
scraper, photo 2. Hold the tool flat on the
toolrest and take light cuts, sliding the
knuckle of your forefinger against the
toolrest to regulate the depth of cut. Test the
bottom of the platter with a straightedge to
make sure it’s flat, photo 3.

Cutting the chuck recess
Measure the distance across the jaws of
your expansion chuck and cut a recess in
the centre of the disc with a small square
scraper, photo 4. | have a special scraper

which I've ground to the same angle as the
jaws of my chuck to form the dovetail for the
recess, photo 5.

Test your chuck in the recess to make
sure that it fits into the dovetail correctly,
photo 6, and that it runs true.

Forming the tile recess

With the disc held securely on the chuck,
flatten off the front using the same
technique as before, cut out the 150mm
diameter recess for the tile, photo 7, and
test its fit. It should sink into the recess,
leaving the top surface slightly proud so

Test the fit of the expanding chuck in the recess

that it forms a cushioned edge with the
wooden platter, photo 8. Then cut the
recess a millimetre wider all round to allow
for the wooden disc to shrink.

To take the eye away from the inevitable
narrow gap around the perimeter of the tile,
form a rounded decorative bead all round
the edge of the recess using a small skew
chisel, photo 9. Position the toolrest as
close to the work as it will go and hold the
chisel flat like a scraper, but at a slight
cutting angle. Take tiny cuts, first with the
point and then with the blade, gently
nibbling out the required shape.

Flatten the front and form a shallow recess for the tile

The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com

Check that the tile fits in the recess and sits slightly proud of the disc




Trimming the rim

True up the rim of the platter with a bow!
gouge. To avoid breaking the corners of the
disc, slice in from the rear first, photo 10,
then work in the opposite direction from the
front, photo 11.

Use the same gouge to form the shallow
hollow in the face of the platter. As before,
work the tool first in one direction, photo
12, and then in the other, photo 13.

Bore the 8mm diameter hole for the
dowel joint of the platter handle with a bit
held in an electric drill, photo 14. The hole
needs to be drilled at right angles to the
platter's face, at a downward angle of about
20°, so you may need to ask someone to
guide you while you do this. Alternatively,
clamp a sliding bevel set to the 20° angle to
the edge of the disc to act as a guide.

Sanding and sealing
Sand the work all over, starting with 80 grit
aluminum oxide abrasive, followed by 150,

then 240, and finishing off with 400 grit.

To seal the wood, you could use Food
Safe Finish from Chestnut Products. This is
a colourless oil which dries to a soft satin
finish. It is waterproof and quite durable,
and is ideal for salad bowls as well. Apply it
with a brush or cloth and rub lightly down
when dry. After polishing and removing the
board from the chuck, use a spot or two of
silicone sealant to hold the tile in place.

Drilling the knife handle
Measure the diameter of the cheese knife
tang with a pair of callipers and drill a
slightly undersized hole in the end of the
handle blank before you start doing any
turning, photo 15. By drilling first, you
ensure that the hole runs through the
central axis of the handle.

Use the lathe as a drill press by securing
a twist drill into the headstock. With the
workpiece braced against the tailstock
centre, feed your workpiece into the drill by

winding in the tailstock wheel. Switch off the
lathe before withdrawing the work from the
drill. Remount the handle on the lathe using
the pronged centre in the headstock, and fit
a revolving tail centre in the hole to support
the other end of the work.

Turning the knife handle

Cut the square section down to a cylinder
with a roughing-down gouge and then slice
the end surface around the hole clean using
the point of a skew chisel, photo 16. Slice a

Fig 1

[T—
25

140 ‘

Form a rounded bead at the edge of the recess

Use the same gouge to form a shallow hollow
across the front of the moulding

Complete the hollow by working from

the opposite direction

Drill an 8mm diameter hole in the edge of the
platter to take the handle dowel
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TURNING | cheeseboard & knife

V-cut a little way in from the end of the
handle using the same tool. Use the corner
of a parting tool to round off the shoulder of
the V cut, photo 17. Then, with a pointed
spindle gouge, form the small pear shape
at the neck of the handle, photo 18. Slice in

Drill the hole for the knife blade tang on the lathe before starting turning

at the other end of the cylinder to form the
butt of the handle, photo 19.

All that remains is to form the taper of the
handle with the roughing-down gouge to
complete the handle shape, photo 20. After
sanding and polishing it, slice off the

7

z

finished handle using the skew chisel,
photo 21. Glue the tang of the knife blade
into the hole with epoxy resin adhesive.

The cheeseboard handle
Place the block that will form the handle of
the cheeseboard between centres and turn
it down to a cylinder. Then create an 8mm
diameter dowel at one end using the parting
tool, photo 22, and shape the rest of the
handle using a small bowl gouge, photo 23.
Sand and polish the handle as before,
then part it off carefully with the point of the
skew chisel, photo 24. Glue it into the hole
in the rim of the platter, and you're done!

FURTHER INFORMATION
Chestnut Food Safe Finish

M Chestnut products
W 01473 425878
B www.chestnutproducts.co.uk

Slice the top end of the handle clean
with a skew chisel

Turn the butt end of the handle to a
cone shape using a skew chisel

Use a parting tool to form the dowel on
one end of the cheeseboard handle

The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com
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Shape the convex half of the handle’s
decorative neck first

Fok Lo
Form the gradual handle taper with a
roughing-down gouge

Shape the cheeseboard handle using a
small bowl gouge

Then form the small pear shape
at the neck of the handle

After sanding and poilishing the handle,
slice it with a skew chisel

e A .
“E
£ ‘

Part off the handle carefully with the point
of the skew chisel and sand it smooth




NEW
HANDS ON
SHARPENING

A range of double-sided stones for trade professionals, utilising
Diamond Cross Technology, providing the perfect balance between
diamond & recess, maximising abrasion rates & clearance of debris.
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5” file with handle 8” bench stone for Specialist stone Credit card stone with 4” double handled
for sharpening sharpening chisels designed for router handle for chisels & files for larger bladed
sawblade teeth. and plane irons. cutter sharpening. woodturning tools. garden tools.

Available at Trend Routing Centres, visit www.trend-uk.com
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ON TEST Axminster bandsaw

z

Bandsaws are popular and useful workshop
machines, and even the smallest models
can be surprisingly effective. This modest
Axminster machine from their Hobby range
is ideal for the home workshop

Axminster
BS250N
obby Series
pandsaw

Smaller bandsaws can often be rather a disappointment, with flimsy
accessories and poor fittings. These combine to make them
inefficient and unrewarding to use. This Axminster model happily
doesn’t suffer from these problems. It's a sturdy machine with a
solid work table and proper blade guides. It's supplied with a pair
of fences and a useful base storage cabinet.

Design features

This is a conventional machine with few surprises. It has a solid
steel frame with steel doors. The base cabinet is also steel and has
adjustable feet. It needs a screwdriver or a coin to open the door,
which seems like a good security feature. The upper and lower
doors open independently and both are fitted with safety micro-
switches, so the machine will run only if the doors are both shut.
There is a standard NVR switch on the spine.

The bandwheels are cast alloy with rubber tyres to support the
blade. On top of the machine is the blade tensioning knob, and the
blade tracking control is mounted on the rear of the top casing. The
lower wheel is belt-driven by the induction motor, and there is a
choice of two speeds. A dust extraction port is also fitted.

Good guides

Accurate cutting depends on having good guides. The bandsaw
blade is a flimsy, flexible thing that will twist and move without
proper guides and support. The HBS250N is fitted with three roller
bearing guides above and below the table. These are solidly
mounted and easy to adjust with a hex key. They give good support
and are a great improvement on the plain guides often found on
cheaper machines.

The strong, balanced alloy blade wheels Upper and lower ball-bearing blade guides The guides are solidly mounted and
help to reduce vibration in use give excellent blade control are easy to adjust with a hex key
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The saw happily
ripped its way
through a plank of
thick hardwood

Table and fences

The work table is cast iron with a good smooth surface. Alloy rails
are fitted to both the front and rear edges, and these are used to
support the rip fence and hold it parallel to the blade. The table can
be tilted to 45° for bevel cutting.

Both rip and mitre fences are supplied. The rip fence has a
magnifying lens over the marked scale, making it easy to set. It
clamps in position securely and is well supported at both ends. The
mitre fence runs in a groove on the right-hand side of the blade. It's
a bit on the small side, but does provide some useful guidance.

Using the saw

Initially I had a problem with this saw as it seemed to be completely
powerless, stalling whenever a workpiece was presented to the
blade. It turned out that the drive belt was a little loose, and this was
causing the difficulty. Once tightened, the saw performed as you
would expect.

It's a smooth-running machine and cuts well. The rip fence locks
securely in place and is easy to adjust. It copes equally well with
softwoods, hardwoods and manufactured boards. It cuts at a fairly
leisurely pace, and at times feels a little underpowered. However,
overall it's a competent machine which is ideal for the home
workshop. It's particularly easy to set up and needs little adjustment
to keep it accurate. It performs well and also has the benefit of a
large base storage cabinet, ideal for spare blades, jigs and all
manner of other workshop paraphernalia. AS

SPECIFICATION /

POWER 370W
TABLE SIZE 340 x 340mm
TABLE TILT -5° 10 45°
BLADE LENGTH 1790mm
BLADE WIDTHS 6 to 13mm
CUTTING SPEEDS 660 or 960m/min
MAX WIDTH OF CUT 245mm
MAX DEPTH OF CUT 120mm
EXTRACT OUTLET 63mm
WEIGHT 43.5kg

ACCESSORIES mitre fence, storage cabinet stand, blade

This is a competent machine that’s easy to set up and use.

PROS B Well made
B Good blade guides
B Useful storage cabinet

CONS M Small mitre fence
M A little underpowered

VALUE FOR MONEY il il il mm
PERFORMANCE I N . .

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Axminster

W 03332 406406
W www.axminster.co.uk

The blade happily
manoeuvred its way
along some relatively
tight curves

The rip fence is
easy to set and has
a magnifying lens
over the scale

The mitre fence is rather small but
provides some useful support

The solid cast iron work table can
be tilted from -5° up to 45°
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ON TEST | viafell orbital sander

7

z

Many people tend to think that power sanders are intended just for smoothing wood, but with a suitable grade
of abrasive fitted, a range of different metals, plastics and painted surfaces can be tackled too

Mafell have recently introduced two
versions of a new sander to their range, the
EVA 150/3 and the EVA 150/5. Both have
the same 350W power rating. The EVA
150/5 has an orbit of 5mm and is ideal for
general sanding, while the EVA 150/3 has
an orbit of 3mm and is intended for extra
fine finishing. It was the former which has
recently been on my test bench. It
embraces a number of unusual features,
and has very low vibration; its makers
claim a vibration level half that of
most other sanders on the market,
making it much more pleasant to
use without fatigue. This low
vibration level is achieved even
though the sander runs 20 per cent
faster than other models.

Unusual abrasive

Instead of the usual abrasive disc, this
sander employs an abrasive mesh called
Abranet. Not only does this last much
longer than the more traditional grit type;
the weave of the mesh allows the dust

SPECIFICATION y/

350W
PAD DIAMETER 150mm

POWER

Mafell EVA 150k orbital sander

generated during use to pass through it for
collection in the dust bag. The coarser grits
do have perforations as well, because they
produce a lot of dust and the perforations
allow easy and efficient removal of this. If
preferred, a dust collection vacuum hose
can be fitted as a alternative to using the
small dust bag provided.

Standard features

The abrasive discs are held to the pad by
the Velcro hook-and-loop system. Whatever
abrasive disc is fitted, the speed can be
readily governed by the control button fitted
on the top of the body, marked from 1 to 6.
The on/off switch is under the main handle,
and there is provision for setting this to
continuous running.

A second handle at the front provides for
adequate control of the sander. The sander
works best when gentle pressure is applied
while keeping it constantly on the move.
Heat-sensitive materials should be sanded
at fairly low speeds, to prevent overheating
and possible clogging of the disc.

NO-LOAD SPEEDS  9000-20,000/min
12,000-24,000/min

SANDING STROKE 3 or 5mm
EXTRACTION OUTLET 25mm
WEIGHT 2.15kg

ACCESSORIES kit box, Allen key,
interface pad

Mafell are renowned for their
development and innovation, and it's

difficult to find fault with this product. The sander can be used with a dust bag
or a vacuum extraction hose

PROS B Good two-handled grip

B Easy-fit abrasive mesh dishes
B Generous 4m flex

CONS M Quite expensive

VALUE FOR MONEY il il il mn
PERFORMANCE I N N . .

FURTHER INFORMATION
B NMA Agencies

The speed control button is well placed
on the top of the main handle

W 01484 400488

e aeylk The Abranet abrasive discs are attached to

the pad using the hook-and-loop system

4

Fine abrasives are best used for final
sanding of existing finishes
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Bosch glue gun ON TEST

This little glue gun has a strong plastic body with a metal nozzle. The wire safety
stand has two positions and clicks back against the body when it’s not required

Extra support

This sander shouldn’t be used on edges.
These don'’t support the sander, and this
leads to a rounding of the surface. For
curved surfaces, both convex and concave,
a soft interface pad with hook-and-loop
fastening is available.

A protective buffer is fitted just above the
pad, so that when working close to a
vertical surface, unintentional contact and
therefore possible abrading of this surface
can be avoided.

Using the sander

This machine certainly impressed me. The
mesh discs do have a longer life than the
grit type, and dust removal was good. And
the discs can be changed in the blink of an
eye. It makes my two older disc sanders
seem just that: old and outdated.

It's not the cheapest sander on the
market, but quality and efficiency always
cost more than run-of-the-mill products
which might look superficially similar, but
lack refinements and quality of build.

The sander is supplied in a heavy-duty kit
box strong enough to support a tank, and
another bonus is the generous length of the
mains lead at almost 4m. GW

The coarser grades are ideal for
heavier-duty sanding jobs

Bosch PKP18E glue gun

The power rating of this glue gun is 200W
when first switched on and this reduces to
16W to maintain the temperature of the
glue. The heated glue is very hot when it
leaves the nozzle but it cools off rapidly and
cures quickly. The molten glue will burn if it
comes into contact with the skin and the
nozzle remains hot for some time after
being switch off, so take care.

The main criticism levelled at
glue guns is that they tend to
drip glue and are therefore
quite messy. However, the PKP18E
seems to have overcome this problem.

Design features

The gun is ergonomically designed with a
large trigger; it is well balanced and
comfortable to use; the long nozzle enables
the glue to be positioned in tight corners.
The mains cord is reasonably flexible and
when the glue gun is standing on the bench
with the stand extended it is quite stable.

Glue sticks

There are glue sticks for almost any task,
and the ‘open time’ differs from 20 to 60
seconds. Sticks can be purchased in bulk
which works out much cheaper, and they
have a very long shelf life. For example, 1kg
of 300mm 60-second glue sticks costs just
£10.96 from Axminster. The glue is virtually
odourless which makes it pleasant to use.

Using the gun

Hot-melt-glue is not a suitable adhesive for
gluing up furniture joints because it's quite
thick, difficult to spread and dries too fast.

However, it's useful for temporarily holding
wood, making jigs and general repair work.

The sander is packed in a sturdy kit box
with its various accessories

Glue sticks come in a range of types and sizes;
always buy them in bulk to save money!

It's particularly useful aid to the woodturner
when it comes to glue chucking. A few
small blobs will hold the blank securely on
the chuck, and because it is dries so fast
you can get straight on with the turning.

If there’s any fault with this tool, it's the
absence of a built-in LED light to show that
the gun is still plugged in... but it's a small
criticism. IW

SPECIFICATION y/

POWER 200W
OPERATING TEMPERATURE  200°C
HEAT-UP TIME up to 7 minutes
STICK SIZE 11 x 45-200mm
GLUING CAPACITY 20g/min
WEIGHT 350g
ACCESSORIES glue stick, long nozzle,

manual

This is an excellent litrtle glue gun, sold
at a very reasonable price; it's highly
recommended.

PROS M Anti-drip nozzle
M Wire safety stand
B Viewing window

CONS M No on/off indicator light

VALUE FOR MONEY il il BN I mn
PERFORMANCE 1] |

FURTHER INFORMATION
H Bosch

H 01895 838743

B www.boschpowertools.co.uk
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dJohn Davis Woodturning Centre

... a working woodturning centre run by Woodturners for Woodturners not just a shop
* Order on-line via the website, by phone or email *
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Stockist of:

OLANET/ R
By e Woodworking Machinery & Accessaries
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T
P n 0 0 U €T s LR 1S
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Open: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 2pm
The Old Stables, Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6BU

email: admin@johndaviswoodturning.com Tel: 01264 811070

SKELTON SAWS

AN ENGLISH SAW MADE
IN THE ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE

PRECISION + CRAFTSMANSHIP + DESIGN

. a
UNIQUE + DETAIL + DEDICATION + BESPOKE + TRADITION
SUPERIOR HANDMADE SAWS OF PRECISION

THAT HAVE BEEN CRAFTED BY SHANE SKELTON
IN THE OLD TRADITION

TELEPHONE NUMBER: O1723 448202 EMAIL: SKELTONSAWS@GMAIL.COM

WEBSITE: WWW.SKELTONSAWS.CO.UK [B] THE SAW MAKER’S WIFE @SKELTON SAWS
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Skelton Saws is a small company that’s just started making saws
by hand in Yorkshire. Here’s a look at one of its first products

Skelton dovetall saw

There’s something about using top-class kit
for the first time; you can actually feel
yourself mentally preparing to do justice to
your new acquisition. Despite being only a
temporary custodian of this new dovetail
saw, | felt strangely apprehensive... partly
because | had such a fine tool in my
possession and wanted to do it justice, but
mostly because I'd challenged myself to
make some test dovetails with it!

Perfect balance

The saw clearly looks the part, but it's only
when you hold it in your hand that you know
it really is a top-quality item. Nothing feels
wrong, from the handle itself, through to the
overall balance of the saw and onto the
smooth metals of the blade. Some might
bridle at the sharp corners of the Indian
rosewood grip or the (unlikely) risk of
breakage across the short grain there, but |
guess there'll always be someone looking
to find fault. The handle is available in
medium and large sizes; others are
available to order.

Quality metal
The blade is made from the highest quality
Swedish spring steel hardened to 50-52 RC
(Rockwell hardness), and tapers slightly
from heel to toe. With a thickness of 18
thousandths of an inch and a set of just 2
thou, the resulting kerf is very fine indeed.

Such a thin blade — though steely strong
—needs a solid back, and the hand-worked
brass bar holds it perfectly straight. It also
adds just the right amount of weight to the
saw, enabling the user to concentrate more
on steering and less on power.

Although most dovetail saws are
traditionally set on a rip cut, you can have the

aud Y
5

The saw comes with a blade guard, and is well
wrapped and protected on delivery

===y — " i
The saw is perfectly balanced and
appears to cut without any effort

The handle is very comfortable to grip;
custom-made sizes are also available

Its narow kerf makes light work of
cutting precision dovetails

Skelton dovetail saw | \WOODWORK

saw set with a cross cut if you prefer. The
blade has 15 teeth per inch (16ppi) and,
while some other saws offer more tpi, | can’t
see that they would have much advantage
over such a precision tool as this one.

First test

The ease with which the blade entered my
test piece of hardwood took me somewhat
by surprise, and I'd made the first cut
almost before I'd realised it. So it was with
the rest of the dovetails, a few strokes and |
was there. The correct rip saw set for this
job makes a huge difference.

Fortunately things turned out fine, but the
real star of this job was the saw. My big fear
now is that the rest of my kit is going to
have to work twice as hard to maintain this
new standard of workmanship! MC

SPECIFICATION /

BLADE LENGTH 10in
BLADE TAPER 1"4ein (heel) to
174ein (toe)

15 (16ppi)

8° rake angle
12° rake angle,
15° fleam
HANDLE open pistol-grip rosewood

This is a terrific saw! Start saving now...

TEETH PER INCH
RIP CUT SET
CROSS-CUT SET

PROS M Precision engineering
H Perfect balance
B Very narrow kerf

CONS M Quite expensive!

VALUE FOR MONEY Iilillinmmn
PERFORMANCE I N . .

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Skelton saws

W 01723 448202

W www.skeltonsaws.co.uk

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 n




ON TEST | 7hree Woltcraft cramps

Cramps come in a huge variety of shapes and sizes nowadays, and every
woodworker has his or her favourites. These three cramps from Wolfcraft
will facilitate a wide range of different workshop tasks

The green handle is static and the
black lever is used to move the head

SPECIFICATION y/

MAX LENGTH CAPACITY 700mm
EXPANSION CAPACITY 210 to 960mm
THROAT 100mm
CRAMPING PRESSURE  up to 120kg

This is a truly one-handed cramp that’s
easy to handle and set up.

PROS W Coated steel bar
B Tough plastic components
B Removable soft grooved pads

CONS M Pads can stain oak

VALUE FOR MONEY il il il I i
PERFORMANCE 1] | |

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Wolfcraft

W 0121 705 7987

B www.wolfcraft.com

4
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Wolfcraft EHZ PRO
one-hand cramp

These one-handed cramps from Wolfcraft
come in a variety of lengths from 150 to
915mm. The version on test has a length
capacity of 700mm with a 100mm throat.
The bar is made from steel with a rust-
resistant coating, and the other parts are
made from tough, durable plastic with
internal metal locking mechanisms.

Easy action
The head has a soft-grip green handle, a
black lever and a yellow trigger. The green
handle is static and the black lever is used
to move the whole head towards the tail until
it locks on to the material to be held.

When the yellow trigger is squeezed back
towards the handle, the head is released
and can be moved along the bar.

Pad problems
The jaws have soft pads measuring 90 x
40mm and are V-grooved to hold round
stock. They can be removed for cleaning,
and it's worth doing this regularly to remove
any build-up of adhesive.

| noted that the pads left a slight brown
stain on the surface of English oak; this may
be a chemical reaction between the tannin
in the oak and the material from which the
pads are made. | discussed this with a
cabinetmaker who uses oak regularly, and
he confirmed that he had experienced the
same problem. I've drawn therefore brought
it to the attention of Wolfcraft, who may be
unaware of the reaction. Until it's rectified, |
would recommend using card or thin scrap
wood between the pads and the oak as a
precaution.

Useful variations
Pressing the yellow button on the side of
the tail allows it to be removed, reversed
and placed at the other end of the bar so
the cramp can work in an expansion mode.

Each bar has two yellow blocks which
can be moved along the bar to act as feet,
which is a useful facility to aid setting up the
cramping action. They can be slid out of the
way when not required and sit snugly under
the pads. The item to be cramped sits on
the top of the yellow blocks and by
squeezing the black handle the head will be
moved in 10mm stages until contact is
made with the item to be cramped.

Lastly, one bar can cross over another
— for example, when cramping up an edging
strip on a carcass.

Summing up

This is one of a useful range of one-handed
cramps. | was surprised that the pads
stained the oak and have removed half a
mark; otherwise they’re a very good buy. IW

The jaws are fitted with soft
pads that are grooved to hold
round stock

and reversed

Pressing the yellow button
allows the tail to be removed

Each bar has two blocks that
can be used as feet when
cramping boxes




Wolfcraft ES 22mm
corner cramp

£6.5

for 2

These small spring-activated corner
cramps are designed to hold material
between 10 and 22mm thick, and are sold
in packs of two. | would recommend buying
two packs to give greater versatility as they
aren’t expensive.

There is an invitation on the pack to test
this product before purchasing, which is a
novel approach. You open the cramp by
squeezing the spring to open the jaws and
releasing it when they’re in place, so you need
considerable hand strength. The suggestion
that you have a go first before buying and
opening up the package is a good one...
but not an option when buying on-line!

Using the cramps

These cramps are ideally suited for making
up and holding shelf units, picture frames and
box or drawer carcasses while the glue cures.

These are simple, well-designed
corner cramps.

PROS W One-handed operation
B No keys or spanners required
W Good grip on thicker
workpieces

CONS M Needs strong hands

VALUE FOR MONEY il il Il I
PERFORMANCE I I . -

FURTHER INFORMATION

M See panel opposite

They are constructed from hard, tough and
well-finished plastic. The outer black jaws
have a rubberised sleeve to protect the wood
and reduce slipping. The inner blue triangular
jaw has a dovetail slide on the back which
enables it to adjust to the thickness of the
wood being held; the thicker the
wood, the firmer the hold.

A better grip

To grip wood under 10mm thick, |
made soft spacers and inserted
them between the black jaw and
the blue triangle. The spacers
were cut from an old mouse mat and held
in place with double-sided tape.

The jaws are designed to rest horizontally
on the bench so if you wish to glue up a
picture frame, for example, the task is made
easier. These are simple, well thought out and
designed corner clamps which don’t need
any keys or spanners and will be a useful
addition to most woodworkers tool kit. IW

The cramps are ideal for use in pairs (or fours)
when making right-angled joints

You can grip materials less than 10mm thick b
y adding soft spacers to the jaws

Wolfcraft
ratchet
cramp

To disengage the jaws from the work,
simply depress the yellow lever

These unusual ratchet clamps are 285mm
long. They open to 70mm at the nose and
have a 95mm deep throat. They're made in
strong GRP-reinforced plastic with a metal
ratchet system; the ends of the jaws are
covered with small soft pads.

To operate the cramp you squeeze the
soft-grip handles until the jaws lock on to
the work. This is an easy and comfortable
action to execute. Pressing the yellow lever
disengages the jaws; however, the sudden
release of the ratchet mechanism can be
slightly unnerving at first.

It's well worth having two of these
cramps. They're most useful when
accessing small areas — for example when
gluing inserts into a box. There are plenty of
other uses where access for ordinary
cramps is confined. IW

This is an unusual ratchet cramp with a
wide range of potential uses.

PROS B Jaw capacity 0-70mm
B Non-slip handles give secure grip
B Long nose allows access in
confined spaces

CONS M Sudden ratchet release

VALUE FOR MONEY IEEEENEEE
PERFORMANCE

FURTHER INFORMATION
M See panel opposite
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Classifieds

TIMBER SUPPLIES & SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT

SUSSEX OAK
& RESTORATION
MATERIALS

OAK, YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE,
SYCAMORE & More!

www.surreytimbers.co.uk

84 The Woodworker Classified

Allan Calder’s Ltd
Sandpaper Supplies

We are supplying top quality brands of
sanding abrasives for all types of
Wood Turners, Joiners & Cabinet Makers.

email: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01538 387738

Unloved?
Unuseable?

RESTORE IT!

Stanley No.5 ‘before & after’ photo courtesy Peter Hemsley — The ToolPost

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel
Remove only the rust leaving sound metal unaffected.
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more
stunning ‘before & after’ examples on our website photo
galleries. Find local and international stockists on the
website.

Shield Technology Limited. Tel: +44 (01472 360698
Unit 62, Grimsby Business Centre Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685
King Edward Street, Email: info@shieldtechnology.co.uk
Grimsby, DN31 3JH www.shieldtechnalogy.co.uk

Distributor enquiries welcome

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY

Guarding Against Corrosion

MAY 2015
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JOB VACANCY, COURSES, WOOD FINISHES & SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT

city college | brighton and hove

SESSIONAL LECTURER IN CARPENTRY JOB REF: SL177

£13.90 - £21.00 per hour (for all teaching hours the rate is paid at
1.5 times this rate to allow for preparation, marking and training fime).

This role requires o high level of professional knawledge, exparience ond understonding of the subject
aren, along with o relevant degree or professional qualification. Condidates must have relevont
teaching experience, along with o teaching quolification or a willingness to obtain one, and effective
communication skills, both written ond verbal, A commitment to equolity of opportunity is essential,

All new lecturing stoff must possess GCSE Maths and English (minimum Grade C) or the equivalent,
or show willingness to gain such grodes, ond it is desiroble that condidates possess assessor or

Scawton Sawmill Ltd

Hardwoods Supplier

Soft Close Drawer Runners - Concealed - Easy Fit - Quick Release - Full Extension verifier owords or other appropriote sp.a(]ulisf trgining qugliﬁ(mmﬂg.
Lengths from 300mm to 500mm available— From £13.00 a Pair inc. Free Fast Delivery To apply please visit our website:

www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk - 01845 597733 - info@scawtonsawmill.co.uk hﬁp:/,/www.hrighIunnndho\reiuhs.cum/inhs/bbi-ﬂﬁ]ﬁﬁ/fixed-!erm-sessiunul-
carpentry-lecturer-in-brighton/

a-L- The original milk paint. TO o LS WA NTE D

i for authentic colour in

i«l i ;rﬂﬁf" all your woodworking Top Prices Paid For Quality Hand Tools
Chemically safe Histori Paints since 1974 - 4nd restotation projects, carving tools, chisels, turning tools

Qe WO e 10% norris planes (and similar), metal planes

_green tools, any nice old hand tools...

/ The
| Blueberry |
N Store

email photos to: info@oldtools.co.uk
_or bring tools to: Bexhill - 01424 217893

an
o A
—
4 .
] £ = i

Dowelmax

The ultimate doweling jig
for furniture makers

Brings production technology to the small shop

The Wood Veneer Hub “Fast, accurate and a joy to use, a superb tool”

www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk

visi: WWW.dowelmax.co.uk
or telephone: 01352781168 - 07773718758

Dowelmax Classic Metric and Junior Metric in stock

We provide the highest quality:

Decorative, Exotic & Burr Veneers
Coloured & Smoked Veneers
Constructional Veneers
Peel & Stick Veneers
Tools & Accessories

Thirty years

teaching

furniture design,
making and restoration

Visit Us: Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 4FY

+44 (0) 1525 851166
sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk
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013531i1eds

£3.25

FREE P&P

The Modelmakers Yearbook 320 PAGES
ANNUAL 2015 « ISSUE N0.45 » www.hobby.uk.com

NEW RC

House o Brass

CLASSIC TO CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURAL FITTINGS SPECIALISTS

EVELL o
MDDEL KITS

MATCHITECTURE S
BUILDINGS

RANGE OF TOOLS #%
CONSTRUCTO
GALLEONS

NEW ARTICLES

NEW FRETWORK [l
MARQUETRY KITS

— FR o
womnsm““ X
SHOWROOM: NOTTINGHAM NG1 3NA ndfather G102

Tel: 0115 947 5430 (24 HRS) Hohhys(DeplWM Knight's Hill Square, London SE27 OHH
Web: www.houseofbrass.co.uk 020 8761 4244 mail@hobby.uk.com www.hobby.uk.com

FREE CATALOGUE OR VIEW ONLINE Available at WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct

Scawton Sawmill Ltd

Hardwoods Supplier

Kiln Dried Oak - Air Dried Oak - Green Oak - Cherry
Nationwide Delivery - 20mm to 100mm - Oak Boards, Oak Beams, Oak Sleepers

www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk - 01845 597733 - info@scawtonsawmill.co.uk

TEWKESBURY
SAW COMPANY LTD

Spindle Moulder

Cutters & Limiters
Made to Order!

 Quick turnaround - Able to
supply to fit most types of blocks
» Many low priced standards
from stock
Tewkesbury Saw Co. Ltd.

Newton Trading Est. Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8JG
Tel: 01684 293092 rax: 01684 850628

www.tewkesburysaw.co.uk

Visit our successful website for constantly changing tools for sale

www.toolbazaar.co.uk

Sole Propriator: Mr Andrew Stephens

BRAND NEW WEBSITE NOW LAUNCHED

THE MILL ROOM,
RAIT ANTIQUE CENTRE,
RAIT, PERTHSHIRE PH2 7RT

Tel: 01821 670770.
Mobile: 07734 345652
E-mail: toolbazaar@googlemail.com

The ultimate protection
for your wooden worktop

> Resistant to common stains:
wine; beer; dnnks and fruit juice

> Will not crack. peel or blister
> Highest coverage of any oil

on the market OSmOf

> Water repellent and dirt resistant T“DD}I"'-w:a
MWM

'*m..-wh‘:‘

+44 (0)1296 481 220
Www.osmouk.com
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SHOP GUIDES

MAIL ORDER TOPQUALITY - LOW PRICES
NARROW BAND§ AW h:{:,[:is‘ VITEX ABRASIVES
CKS32F Starter Pack (4 Metres)  £12.45
m inc. VAT and UK post. ¥ metre cach of grits
MANUFACTURED TO 80, 120, 150, 180, 240 320, 400, 600
AlS j * M - *
awviene | | o
PHONE NOW FOR QUOTATION Plus Iots of Belts, Discs, Stars, Low t':Jb[ KKI114
OR PRIGE LIST We ko stock WOODTURNERS SUPPLIES
TRU CUT Timber/Bowl BlanksToolsWaxeyFinishes
Spurside Saw Works, The Downs, (1luw(ILu};1:,;((:LaRa::\:fri’(lL(J;I:L'\;Sundn £s
Ross-0n-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7TJ iy BAVERN G S
www.trucutbandsaws.co.uk g’g,p'f\r: wﬁ‘"’g“"{ﬂ Sﬁﬂffﬁs
# < Bamper L‘!’ s, Southm (RHTI
Tel: 01989 769371 BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS CM2 33DW
Fax: 01989 567360 Tel/Fax: 01279 653760

4 -_aadworkmg [ &5 tummg taalf

Fme quallty chisels, carvmg and
turning tools made in England

Frez caialoguz aydildolzapfigas
100% satisfaction guarz

www.ashleyilestools

~otarkieSharp...

The Diamond Sharpening Specialists

e Befte Fﬁj@gs !
’_*Mﬂ@tr@ InfOrmat

with up to 44 Teeth cutting
fast at 10,000+ RPM.

'\ Chainsaw Discs

The Ultimate

SSTVMBa Power Carvn?g
! ;f;‘,";;%‘g‘w Experience!

' Cut, Carve, Shape, Notch,
\- Trench & Groove in Seconds!

1La e *Massively increases productivity!
& Squire in Tandem

Richard Starkie Associates, www. StarkieSharp.com
Timber Cottage. Wistow, Leicester, LES 0QF Email sales@starkies.com

worth £6.95

Shown Lancelot

WOKINGHAM TOOL D.B. KEIGHLEY

COMPANY LTD

97-99 Wokingham Road
Reading, Berkshire RG6 1LH
Tel: 0118 966 1511
www.wokinghamtools.co.uk
H. P. W. CS. BS. A. D. MO.

MACHINERY LTD
Vickers Pleace, Stanningley,
Leeds, LS28 6LZ
Tel: (0113) 257 4736
Fax: (0113) 257 4293
www.dbkeighley.co.uk
P. A. CS. BC. MO.

Bandsaw, jigsaw &
circular sawblades

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS

Musical Instrument Makers’ & Repairers’ Supplies

| s e |

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country.
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH2oFZ
Tel: o737 221064  Fax: 01737 242748
www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk

CLOCKS

Woodworking Materials
Layge selection of products!

v Clocks & Accessories (Quartz and

Mechanical) v Barometers v Thermometers

v Cabinet furniture v Screws v Plans v Kits
v Polishes v Adhesives v Abrasives etc.

For FREE catalogue please contact:

Chiyds Milner Woodworking Supplies
(Dept.TW) Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor, Nr. Alfreton Derbyshire DESS 6FH

Tel/fax: (01246) 590 062
Email: milnerwoodwork@aol.com

HERMLE / KIENINGER MECHANICAL
CLOCK WORKS. DELIVERED EX STOCK

Retirement Sale  All prices reduced

Martin H Dunn Ltd
The Clock Gallery Clarkes Read,
Morth Killingholme, North Lincolnshire DNAD 340
www.martinhdunn.co.uk
FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE
Showroom Open Mon- Fri 10am - Spm. Sat 10am - d4pm)
Tel: 01469 540901

MAY 2015
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Our FREE classified advertisement service

FOR SALE

°LAC

Administer dovetail/hoxcombing
jig plus three cutters, little used,
new price £120, will sell for £45.
Buyer collects.

01536 722721
(Northamptonshire)

Stanley ratchet brace, 8in

swing two-jaw model in excellent
condition, with selection of auger
and flat bits; £35.

01189 712472 (West Berkshire)

Stanley Bailey No 4 smoothing
plane in excellent condition; £20.
01189 712472 (West Berkshire)

Black & Decker sander, 1/3-sheet
orbital finishing model, 135W, in
good boxed condition with dust
extraction kit; £10.

01189 712472 (West Berkshire)

Maklla table saw model MLT100,
1500W motor, with folding floor
stand, used only once so in
excellent condition; £199. Buyer
collects.

01455 843668 (Leicestershire)

Proxxon angle grinder, LHW long-
neck model with case, used once so
as new; £80 plus £5 p&p.
07775 510724 (Essex)

Milescraft router 3D pantograph,
new, boxed and unused; £50 plus
£7 p&p.

07775 510724 (Essex)

Walnut boards, air-dried, seven
straight-edged pieces measuring
approx 2100 x 380 x 32mm; £75
each or £450 the lot.

07771 663964 (Warwickshire)

Shopsmith Mark V plus bandsaw
and planer, little used so in very
good condition, can be dismantled
for transport; £750.

01536 771455 (Leics/Northants)

Health forces sale of woodworking
items including hand tools,
machines and wood at flyaway
prices; if you want something, | may
have it. Please contact Alan on
01772 612903 (Lancashire)

Arundel K450 lathe, four speeds
36in between centres, steel twin

bar bed, all mounted on substantial
purpose-built steel bench; £325 ono.
01582 881310 (Herts/Beds)

Shopsmith Mark V plus bandsaw
and planer, little used so in very
good condition, can be dismantled
for transport; £750.

01536 771455 (Leics/Northants)

Stanley Bridges 1960s XK/

SA 300W sander, 97 x 218mm
baseplate, hardly used, some marks
but in full working order; £20.
07881 914323 (Hampshire)

DeWalt 678 planer, 832mm cutter,
25mm rebate, with spare blades,
little used so as-new condition; £60.
Buyer collects.

01294 673236 (Ayrshire)

Bosch table saw, 240V model
GTS10; £320.
020 8248 0335 (West London)

Hollow mortiser chisels, set of 8,
10 and 12mm sizes with %zin shanks,
boxed and as new; £18. Hollow
mortise chisel sharpener set (Multico
No 1/539), in good condition; £18.
Each price includes p&p.

0161 220 8511 (Manchester)

WANTED

Manual/instruction booklet,

original or photocopy, wanted for
Kity 413 bandsaw. Please email

knowlesam123@outlook.com or
phone

01 61 220 8511 (Manchester)

Woodworker magazines, pre-
1951 plus 1984-1986. Grandfather
collecting for grandson.

01493 368180 (Norfolk)

Spiers / Norris / Henley planes
wanted by private collector; any
quote beaten. Ring Ron Lowe on
01530 834581 (Leics)

Woodworking hand tools,
especially old wood and metal
planes, wanted by collector. Write
to Mr B Jackson, 10 Ayr Close,
Stamford PE9 2TS or call

01780 751768 (Lincs)

Woodworking tools: planes by
Norris, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston,
Slater etc, brass braces, interesting
rules and spirit levels; top prices
paid, auction prices beaten.
01647 432841 (Devon)

=

Woodworker

MARKETPLACE

USE THIS FORM TO BOOK YOUR FREE AD

Please publish this advertisement in the next available edition of
The Woodworker. | am a private advertiser and have no trade connections.

e This space is available only to private individuals wishing to buy or sell
woodworking machinery and tools.

® The maximum value of any item for sale must not exceed £500. A small fee is
payable for items offered at over £500; please ring 01689 869852 for details.

e Fach coupon is valid for one free insertion in the next available issue.

® The publisher accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in this section.

PLEASE TICK: FOR SALE I waNTED

My advertisement (max 20 words please) reads as follows:

Name

Address

Postcode Daytime tel no.

Signature

Please write your advertisement in BELOCK CAPITALS and send it to: The Woodworker Marketplace, MyTime Media Ltd,
Enterprise House, Enterprise Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF. You can also email your free ad to:
thewoodworker@mytimemedia.com Send/email a photograph of your item and we’ll include it with your ad for FREE
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In your own write...

Here are just a few of the latest letters we’ve received since the last issue. Drop us a line on paper or via screen and keyboard to add your
voice to the woodworking crowd; you might be one of the lucky few who will manage to get their hands on a coveted Woodworker badge!

Mailbox | \WOODWORK

SNAIL MAIL OR EMAIL?

You can write to us at The Woodworker, MyTime Media Ltd, Enterprise House, Enterprise Way,
Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 6HF or send an email to mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

e ——————

worke
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TEA ROOM CHAIR

Hi Mark
After being inspired by Douglas Brewer’s
project in the July 2014 issue of The
Woodworker, | looked for other variations of
the classic Glasgow tea room high-backed
chair. Unlike Douglas, | haven't kept to the
original design for this chair, as | wanted a
more modern look to fit with our furnishings.
So | combined the features | liked from all the
designs of this style of chair that | could find.

| used white oak for the chair and brown
oak for the decoration. | decided to emboss
the decoration on the back of the chair, rather
than having it pierced, as | felt this gave a
more up-to-date look. Special thanks goes to
Peter at Peterborough Upholstery for the seat.
I am now thinking of building a carver version.
Kindest regards
Rob Winter

Well Rob, | have to say that you've done a fine
job. It's a really impressive piece of furniture,
and unmistakably inspired by that great
Scottish designer Mackintosh. | think all
woodworkers should make at least one chair in
their careers; it's a real test of skill, patience
and planning. Thanks for sharing it with us.

A GOOD BENCH

Dear Mark

I've been been carving for a few months now, and am currently working on a
bowl with a fruit and leaf design. It's good for getting your skills up, and involves
a fair amount of what my teacher calls production carving — very good discipline!

I've been hunting around for a proper bench, but most of what's on the market
is too low for carving (and much too big). | reckon I'll have to get acquainted with
the mortise-and-tenon joint and make my own. I've been looking for designs on
the internet, but have found only one or two. Do you know of anything that could
be useful? It doesn’t have to look beautiful, but just be functional.

It seems that most carvers end up making their own benches, as it’s the only
way you can get exactly what you want. One of my friends from class has quite a
good one that she inherited from her father, who made it for his own carving.
They were a fishing family, so she has it ballasted with lead weights from an old
boat. It's been going strong for about 40 years, so | might try to copy it, but she
just has a vice on top whereas | also favour dog holes and a bit more scope for a
holdfast or two.

Judith Nicholson St Ives

Glad to hear of your carving progress, Judith. | agree that a good bench is hard to
find. Keep your eye out for large architectural frames in junkyards that could be
adapted, or maybe convert a solid old table. If you do make your own, use the
stoutest timbers you can get your hands on. Cross-brace it with a diagonal or two
before bolting it to a wall or weighting it down with sandbags or some other
ballast. Good luck, and please let me know how you get on!

Mark

HOME-MADE GLUE POT

Hi Mark

I've just come across a photocopy of an article about making a pearl glue
warmer, but it's not complete. It seems like a gadget that | would be able to use if
| could get all the details. Someone has written the word ‘Woodworker' on it, and
the date on the page says April 2001 page 73. | am wondering if you still have
this copy in your archive, and whether it would be possible to let me have a copy
of the full article.

Colin Stiller

Hi Colin
Thanks for your enquiry, and I'm sure you'’ll be pleased to see that I've found a
digital version of the article concerned.

It looks like an interesting job to be sure, but I'm afraid to admit that | would be
onto eBay myself to find one of the old cast-iron types. | have a couple of pots
myself (one big, one small), and really enjoy the days when | have one on and it's
simmering away and disconcerting any visitors. | also like the useful speed of
Scotch glue, not to mention the veneering side of things. Good luck with it
whichever route you take, and happy woodworking!

Mark
www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker May 2015 m




ARCHIVE | aminations

| found myself drawn to this

I've always liked the thought of people
having a handicrafts teacher. | would
imagine they're few and far between these
days, but many of us woodworkers will no
doubt have met one or two over the years.

It's always an interesting business
reading old copies of our favourite
magazine, and this issue of The
Woodworker from January 1967 proved to
be no exception. Along with a good
selection of articles (including one by the
peerless Charles Hayward), there were
some interesting projects and show reports.
It gradually became clear that, like the world
of the late 1960s and society in general, the
times — and also the designs - they were a’
changing.

Current aesthetic

| think that this egg holder set presents a
very good example of a change in thinking
and an effort being made to present an idea
or a sensibility as a physical form, a tangible
expression of the current aesthetic. The
1960s merged effortlessly with the
succeeding decade, and the prevailing
designs improved as they became more
confident in their own being.

Former function

If I had any spare time on my hands | would
definitely have a go at this one, and I'd
advise anyone who has yet to experience
the joys of lamination to make themselves a
simple former and to give it a go.

It's not too tricky to make your own
veneers if you have a sharp blade on your
bandsaw and are careful using it. Otherwise
there’s always readily available aero ply
(1.5mm birch) or even actual wood veneer
itself (generally 0.7mm thick). It's a fun
activity and you're only really limited by the
ingenuity of your forming jigs and blocks.

Design on the
breakfast table

article as it features a spot of curved laminating
work, my very task on the day in question

z

7

Laminated egg
holder and stand

Handicraft teachors' page

particular archive

Fig. I. A pleasant modern design.

Turning too

What really sells this job to me though, is the
way it brings turning into the mix. Not only is
there a useful and decorative stand to make,
but each holder can have the egg hole
turned into it by utilising a custom block on
which to mount it. It's a pretty classy project
all round, and a far cry from the egg cup |
turned in my own school woodwork class
(although I did get lucky there and managed
to make one which somehow gripped the
egg so that it wouldn't fall out even when
inverted). Happy days!

Shan®
g

BASE LINE OF HOLDER

More from The Woodworker archive next month...
m The Woodworker May 2015 www.getwoodworking.com




Woodworking at Heart

since 1935 YT rryy
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To find your nearest stockist visit

www.trend-uk.com
or call 01923 249911




The PT260 Planer Thicknesser.
Same Great Machine, New Lower Price.

The PT260 needs little introduction, having found its way into countless
workshops over the past decade. Its capacities, build quality and
reliability make it the obvious choice for the discerning woodworker.

What They Say... PESEE

\ Value= f‘?’ff RECOMMENDED
Good Woodworkmg w

The Woodworker

“| fed some 180 mm wide pine
through the thicknesser at a 2 mm
depth of cut, getting excellent
results without straining the
motor...it's useful to know the
Record will cope. For it's price the
Record is excellent value.”

Good Woodworking

“At an overall length of one metre
the tables are ideal and they are
remarkably accurate as well.

My straight edge showed no

significant discrepancy over the
whole length - something other
major manufacturers should learn
from... a very capable machine.”
Practical Woodworking

PT260-PK/A PT260 & CX2000
Package Deal

Price valid until 28.02.2015. E&OE.

RECORD POWER

ESTABLISHED 18089°

RECORD POWER

)/5 a 7'5
Experience « Knowledge

www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 571 020 S v




