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“ A HUGE RANGE
OF PRODUCTS
AT GREAT VALUE,
WITH NEXT DAY
DELIVERY THAT'S
9ND TO NONE.

...Plus the ‘NO QUIBBLE FREE RETURNS’
policy is also good to know - I'll be back!

Steven White , ,

Trustscore for IronmongeryDirect is 9.3 of 10,
based on over 2000 customer reviews.

- CALLTODAY FOR YOUR
FREE CATALOGUE

0808 168 28 28
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ello, and welcome to
the latest edition of

your favourite magazine.

In this issue we

continue where we left
off, with plenty of opportunities for

Assilver “nmg e education and entertainment within

the pages. From my side of the desk
it's all going nicely, and | hope that's
the case wherever you may find
yourself reading at the moment -
perhaps in a cosy workshop with a
hot drink and a tasty snack.

This month we'll be looking at
more techniques, some which are variations on the familiar, and others
— like Colin Simpson’s turned pewter-edge bowl — which will be new to
many a reader, me included! I'm hoping that, even if you might not
want to reproduce any of our innovative projects exactly as shown,
you'll be sufficiently inspired or intrigued by aspects of one or two of
them to have a go at something similar. A case in point could be the
hinges on Kerry Donovan's ash screen. Although your home may be
adequately provided with screens at the moment, you might care to
emulate the knuckle supports found on a period Pembroke table.

It's always busy here at The Woodworker, but what we can barely
keep up with at the moment is the volume of new kit and tools which
continue to appear on the market. With improvements in manufacturing
right across the board, there’s no shortage of good gear out there,
and we're doing all we can to put a modest sample under the
microscope for you each month. We hope this will help you in making
a choice next time a new catalogue comes through the door.

Keeping in touch
I've been making an Arts and Crafts front door in my workshop, in
between doing some basic carpentry jobs, and I'll be bringing you
details of the project in due course... that is, just as soon as |'ve hung
it! If you've made something recently of which you're rightly proud, I'd
love to see it. With today's technology you can easily email a photo
into the nerve centre here, so why not give it a go? My email address
is mark.cass@mytimemedia.com

It's great to get your input to the magazine,
whether it be praise, enquiry or complaint: it's /é

all good. And don't worry; I'll answer every

one, so please let me know what you think.
Happy woodworking, and go safely out there. /

If you can’t always find a copy of the Please reserve/deliver my copy of The Woodworker on a regular
. B basis, starting with issue
magazine, help is at hand! Complete

. L. Title First name
this form and hand it in at your local
Surname
store, and they'll ensure that a copy | ,ecs

of each issue is reserved for you.
Some stores may even be able to
arrange for it to be delivered to your | postcode
home. Just ask! Telephone number
Subject to availability

If you don’t want to miss an issue
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DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

Your No1 choice for Hand Tools, Power Tools & Machinery

TOOLS

D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1976. We
have earned a reputation with our customers as a trusted partner
with the personal touch, combined with expert advice from our
trained staff, great value and speedy nationwide delivery service —
PLUS delivery is FREE for most orders over £99.

LOW TRADE PRIGES!

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand,
power tools and machinery all at the keenest prices and from stock.

UNBEATABLE VALUE!

Visit our easy-to-use website to
see what we mean about range
and value. Browse and buy with
confidence 24hrs a day from the
biggest brands in the business, all
at prices you'll find hard to beat.

Why not subscribe to our
regular email to keep up
with our latest deals and
offers!

~

GET YOURS NOW!
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE OR '
\_TEL: 020 8892 3813

VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE
73-81 HEATH ROAD « TWICKENHAM » TW1 4AW
020 8892 3813 » SALES@DM-TOOLS.CO.UK
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The latest from the world of woodwork

On the desk

CORDLESS WONDER

Dremel has responded to specific consumer
demands for a cordless DIY tool that doesn't stall
easily, charges quickly and has a long run time.
The Dremel 8100 is able to reach into really tight
areas, and is perfect for making fast, precise cuts
and for controlled sanding with a high-quality finish
It has variable speed (5000 to 30,000rpm), and the
innovative EZ twist nose cap allows tool-free
accessory changes.
The removable 7.2V
1.3Ah Li-ion battery
pack guarantees fast
charging with a
one-hour charger. Most
importantly, the tool
has been engineered
to ensure no nuisance
tripping: it doesn't shut
down if you stall it.

A generous accessory kit makes the Dremel
8100 excellent value for money at £79.99. This
includes a detailer's grip attachment for optimal
control, 15 Dremel sanding, grinding, polishing,
cutting and drilling accessories and a soft carry
bag. The tool is available from DIY shops, and from
www.dremel-direct.com, www.tool-shop.co.uk and
www.amazon.co.uk

TORMEK GIVEAWAY

Tormek, the Swedish innovators of sharpening
systems, will be giving away a free EKA 200mm
chef's knife worth over £100 to anyone who
purchases a Tormek T-7 between March 1st and
April 30th 2013,

EKA knives are well known for their strength and
acute sharpness, with blades manufactured from
4 Sandvik 12C27

- stainless steel,
hardened to 57-59
HRC. The handles
are sculpted from
Scandinavian
masur birch for
comfort, elegance
and durability. The knife comes with a 10-year
warranty.

To claim a free knife, simply register your Tormek
T-7 purchase at www.tormek.com. Claims must be
received by Tormek no later than 20th May 20th 2013.

DIARY _4
MARCH

Axminster Skill Centre courses
18-19 Bowls and platters

18-19, 21-22 Beginners routing
25-26 Beginners woodturning
27-28 Natural-edge bowls

Check website for places available
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue,
Axminster EX13 5PH

0800 975 1905
www.axminsterskillcentre.co.uk

John Boddy's courses

21-22 Woodturning: Simon Whitehead
01423 322370 ext 257
www.john-boddys-fwts.co.uk

John Boddy’s demonstrations

9 Wood carving: Brian Chapman
23 Woodturning: Simon Whitehead
Details as above

Record Power Spring Show
11-12 D J Evans

Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AU
01284 754132

15-16 R S Paskin
Kidderminster DY11 7QP
01562 829722

16 Snainton Woodworking Supplies
Scarborough YO13 9BG
01723 859545

22-23 Norfolk Saw Services
Horsford NR10 3DH

Shropshire Association

of Woodturners

27 Martin Jobe

Bicton Village Hall, Bicton SY3 8EL
01743 240661

South East Woodworking &
Power Tool Show

8-9 Kent County Showground,
ME14 3JF

01474 536535
www.nelton.co.uk

Southern Fellowship of
Woodworkers

28 Fred Baier

Mytchett Centre, Frimley,
GU16 6AA

01491 875315

West Dean College courses
10-15 Windsor chair making
15-18 Gilding techniques
West Dean College, Chichester
PO18 0QZ

01243 811301
www.westdean.org.uk

ALL-ROUND CUTTER

DeWalt has just launched the successor to its
popular Alligator saw. The new model is available
with a range of five 295mm and five 430mm
blades, and cuts through hollow clay block,
aerated concrete, timber, boards and insulation
materials with ease.

The Alligator is the ideal solution for cutting
timber, with HSS rough and fine-cut blades
available. Often used during first-phase
construction, the Alligator easily cuts construction
timbers used for roofing joists and stud walls.
Where a neater finish is required, a fine-cut timber
blade can be used for flooring materials such as
OSB (criented strand board) and plywood.

A new and improved blade change feature
makes changing blades far easier and quicker.
Using an on-board hex key, users can simply and
quickly replace blades, reducing downtime
between applications and improving productivity
on site. Prices range around the £300 mark.

NEW FREE CATALOGUE

The new Spring/Summer edition of Britain's
favourite tools and machinery catalogue is out now,
and features over 7000 products. The 476-page
Machine Mart catalogue is the biggest yet and is
packed with thousands of great-value products.
Whether you work in the trade or just enjoy DIY,
there's something for everyone within its pages.
From garage equipment to woodworking,
generators to power tools, we
have everything you need to
get the job done, and with
over 530 price cuts and
new products, quality really
does cost you less at {
Machine Mart.

To order a free
catalogue you can call in
to any of their 62 superstores
nationwide, go online to www.machinemart.
co.uk or call 0844 880 1265.

MASTERS OF OUR TRADE

ORDER UP T0 7.30PM FOR
NEKT DAY DELIVERY

0808 168 28 28

24/7 ordering
6 IronmongeryDirect.com



A router for every
application. ;

Routers with high performance, " - '
flexibility and a comprehensive |
range of accessories for all 'I'

woodworking trades. P

Portable and ideal for
use in a router table with
built in Quick Raiser™

fine height adjuster.

Ideal for use by the tradesman
— in the workshop or on site.

— Compact and powerful:
suitable for light and medium
duty applications.

Light duty plunge router for
hobbhyist and light trade user.

( For your nearest stockist visit )
tre n [ 2013 CATALOGUE . .-
N NOW AVAILABLE . . - 2

Phone 01923 249911 for your NEW free 2013
Routing Catalogue and details of your nearest stockist.

o : :
\Webiyiww.trend-uk.com | email: enquiry @trendm.co.uk
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All products are designed to quality standards set by our German technicians.

1800 W Metal Cutting [ -,;;'f 10.8 V Lithium
Sliding Mitre Saw i Cordless Multimaxx
RT-XM 305U S e RT-MG 10.8Li

ART.-No: 43.007.90 ART.-No: 44.650.30

RT-CD 10.8Li
ART.-No: 45.131.85

to view the video
demo online now!

Mon - Thurs Friday
8.45am - 5.00pm 8.45am - 3.15pm

Tel: GB 0151 649 1506

- 1890 946 244

Scan this @R Code to download Scan this QR Code to buy these
the new 2013 catalogue tools from ' Machine Mart
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What’s new from

This month we're focusing on dust extractors and vacuums. For DWV902M M-CLASS DUST EXTRACTOR
ki ; ; .

anyone working with wood, a good QUst extraction system is MANUFACTURER: DeWalt
essential. Wood dust can cause serious damage to your health as

: ; ‘ D&M PRICE: £519
well as reducing the effectiveness of (or even damaging) your
machines and equipment. It is therefore essential to invest in a
good dust extraction machine or system for your workshop. At
D&M we stock a wide range of extractors and vacuums to suit all
needs and budgets. Check our website for the full range.

This new 2200W M-Class dust
extractor from DeWalt has an
innovative dual-filter cleaning system
which maintains performance during

AERO 35-21 INOX WET & DRY VACUUM tough construction applications and

keeps constant suction power even
MANUFACTURER: Nilfisk ALTO with the finest concrete and wood
D&M PRICE: £149.95 dust. Each filter is automatically
cleaned every 15 seconds, reducing
filter clogging and delivering constant
airflow. Its 35-litre tank can handle
both wet and dry materials and
has variable suction control that
allows for the reduction of
suction power if required. It
has a maximum airflow of
4080 litres/min, and is
compatible with
DeWalt AirLock
adaptors.

With the Nilfisk Aero range you get
high performance in a compact
package, with a huge working
capacity and low working
sound level. The complete
range is suitable for picking up
wet and dry debris around your
home, car or workshop.

The Aero 35-21 model is
equipped with a socket where
you can connect your power
tools and with an automatic
on/off feature so its operation is
controlled by switching the tool on and off.

The fleece filter bag system allows you to pick up
moist debris without ruining the filter bag. With a
35-litre container, a powerful 1300W motor and high

airflow, this Aero model will

N i I fiSk deal with any debris you
A LTO want to pick up.

Why Compromise

AERO 25-21 240V WET & DRY VACUUM AC400 WORKSHOP AIR CLEANER

MANUFACTURER: Nilfisk ALTO MANUFACTURER: Record Power
D&M PRICE: £129.95 D&M PRICE: £159.99

e

The best-selling Aero 25-21 model gives you a This compact air filter is ideal for small to medium-sized
high-performance 1400W motor with a 25-litre workshops, and offers features and performance not previously

A\ working capacity and low working sound level available at this price point. It has a two-stage filtration with

(67dBA). It is also equipped with a socket where pocket filters. It also features a choice of three speeds and timed
you can connect your power tools, and with switch-off so it can be left to run for

\\ automatic on/off it is ideal for use with a a set period, cleaning
variety of power tools. Its two big wheels the air after the

\ and two castors ensure P - workshop has been
stability and mobility. N I IfISk vacated. Best of all,

\

A LTO these features are
W Cimpraiilie all easily accessible
from the supplied
‘ I‘ ' 4 ' remote control.

RECORD
POWER

ESTABLISHED 1808

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND DEALS



PROJECT

Three panel screen

@
BY KERRY DONOVAN

Ash triptych

A friend of mine asked me to make him a three-panel
screen to separate his little corner office from the
rest of his living room. He’s a former upholsterer and
wanted to add the woven insert panels himself, so
my hands were somewhat tied design-wise...

<

ow can you improve on such a basic
H centuries-old design as a screen?

My client didn't want anything too
ornate; it needed to be sturdy and strong,
simple yet elegant. It took me a while to
figure out the best solution. The first
decision | made was to use white ash,
which is close-grained, smooth and a
beautiful material to work with.

The hinge challenge

Traditional screens use metal hinges —
simple butts, piano hinges or cranked butts
— to produce the concertina shape that
stabilises the screen when it's open. |
wanted to avoid any visible metal fixings,
and eventually came up with an extended
comb design with an edge groove and an
inlaid wooden fillet to hold hidden 6mm
diameter steel rods that would act as the
hinge pins, photo 1.

It took me a couple of aborted attempts,
but | eventually managed to get the
geometry of the hinges to work, photos 2
and 3. Now it was simply a matter of scaling
the hinge knuckles up to allow for the length
of the screen stiles.

Double trouble

Due to the thickness of the stiles (needed to
maintain the strength of each component),
each hinge would operate only through a
90° angle, so two hinges were needed for
each 180° opening. Two 180° openings

meant that four hinges were required, with
the knock-on result that the centre panel
needed to be handed to allow for reverse
operation. Fig 1 on page 15 shows the
layout and positioning of the hinges on the
stiles. The outer stiles were 50mm thick and
the inner ones 34mm.

Cutting hinge housings

From what I'd learnt when making the trial
hinge, | decided to cut the grooves for the
hinge pins before cutting the knuckles. It's
easier to do this when the stiles are still in
one piece.

Rather than routing the hinge grooves
with a 6mm router cutter and risking
causing tear-out, | turned to my table saw.
Although commercial regulations decree
that a table saw should be used purely for
sawing, I've found that it is possible to use it
to cut grooves and rebates in an entirely
safe manner.

Next, | carefully marked out the position
of the hinge knuckles and cut notches on
the waste side of the lines using my radial
arm saw, set to just less than the depth of
the hinge recess. With the metal rods acting
as spacers, | glued the fillets in place and
left them to dry overnight, photo 4.

The hinge jig

Looking to the future, | hope to make a
number of these screens, so | decided to
spend time making an accurate cutting jig
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PROJECT | 7hree panel screen
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The prototype working
hinge with my original
back-of-the-envelope
sketch

The hinge in action: each

hinge would operate
only through 90°

| cut the stile notches on my
radial arm saw, then glued in
the fillets

These components reveal how glued in wooden
fillets enclose the channel for the rods

Notches into the mdf jig
make it easy to line it up to
the hinge knuckles

The Woodworker April 2013

www.getwoodworking.com

bandsaw before starting routing

7

7

for the hinge recesses. | hand-cut a notch at
each end of the recess to help me line it up
with the hinge-knuckle lines that were
marked on each stile, photo 5.

Before resorting to the jig and router,
| removed the bulk of the waste on the
bandsaw, photo 6, and then moved on to
clean up the knuckles with the router and
my new jig.

The jig | made results in the internal
corners being rounded, photo 7. As a result
| was now faced with a decision. Do | round
over the external corners of the hinge
knuckles, or square off the internal ones?
| decided to square off the internal corners
with a Trend corner chisel, photo 8. Why?

It was a matter of aesthetics really. | felt that
square knuckles would look more uniform,
although on another day | might easily have
plumped for rounded ones. Either shape
would have operated equally well.

Placing the tenons

There are four rails in each panel, and | had
to position the tenons to ensure that they
were cut through the ‘meat’ of the stiles
rather than the recesses.

| marked the tenons on the centre panel
stiles first, ensuring that the handing was
correct, and then transposed the marked
lines onto the stiles of the other two panels.
| set the mortise depth to 20mm to avoid
cutting into the channel that I'd made for the
hinge rods.

| cut the 24 mortises using my mortiser
fitted with a 12mm chisel and auger,
photo 9, and cut the corresponding tenons
using my radial arm saw. There is no need
for haunches on the tenons as the stiles
extend downwards to form legs, and
upwards to form pillars that will host the
turned finials at the top.

When all the mortise joints had been cut,
photo 10, it was time to put the components
together and check out the full-sized screen
in a dry assembly, photo 11. | was quite
happy with the raw result, but there was still
a great deal of work to be done before the
finished screen could be sent to the client
for the upholstered panels to be inserted.

The end braces

As a result of viewing the dry assembly,

| decided that end braces would be
necessary. | ripped a pair of braces from
stock and cut a housing groove using the
table saw again. | then rounded over each
edge with a 2in bearing-guided router
cutter and sanded each brace to a finish.
Their finished profile is shown in photo 12.
After this, | cut them to length and glued
them to the outer stiles with a simple
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\ | decided to square the shoulders of all
The three hinge : the knuckles with a corner chisel
components are ]
now ready for their 4
final clean-up L
/
\W The two completed _-4: -/
w hinge mechanisms / /
and six stiles ' |

were now
ready / /
" ! _.-" /
& L

| cut the 24 mortises in the stiles /
with a 12mm chisel and auger

A dry assembly aided by several i The two braces for each end stile
cramps showed that everything fitted contained a wide housing groove

| turned one pair of finials at a time, some in cherry and some in oak

T o 203




PROJECT | 7hree panel screen

Each finial
terminated in a
spigot that would
fit into the top of
the stile

The foot blocks
were profiled on
the router first and
then hollowed out
to accept the stiles

Shallow curved features were added to the bottom rails for effect
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rubbing joint. They actually improved the
overall appearance of the finished screen
by adding an extra contour and bulk to the
edges of the frame.

Finishing off

| then glued and screwed pieces of simple
square-section moulding to the inside
edges of each frame to create a rebate for
the upholstery. This needed to be attached
securely because the upholsterer requested
something solid to work with when he was
tensioning the fabric.

My final woodworking job was to form the
finials and feet. | chose cherry, which is a
great material for turning and contrasts well
with the white of the ash. | also made up an
alternative asewt of finials in oak.

| turned one pair of finials at a time,
photo 13, and created an 8mm spigot on
each one, photo 14, to insert into a
corresponding hole drilled into the top of
the relevant stile.

The feet were prepared as moulded
blocks on the router table first, and were
then hollowed out on the pillar drill to accept
the ends of the stiles, photo 15. Note the
rounded shape of the cut-outs on two of the
feet; they'll accept the outer stiles with their
planted-on braces

Added details

At the last minute | decided to add a
decorative curved feature to the lower rails,
photo 16 (which shows the finished
screen). These are slightly thinner than the
stiles to recess them from the rest of the
panel frame and to produce shadow and
texture. | think that they add interest to the
finished screen. Making the pieces was
simplicity itself — just a case of preparing
the components, marking a gentle curve on
one of them using the bent steel rule
method, using this as a template for the
others and cutting them out.

Cleaning and finishing

| spent a few hours cleaning up the screen
surfaces before applying two coats of
varnish and two coats of wax polish,
rubbing down between coats with 240 grit
abrasive and steel wool respectively. Then
| entrusted all those hours of work to the
upholsterer and held my breath while
awaiting the finished result.

After the fabric panels had been added,
the final decision to be made was which set
of finials to use. The client looked at each
set and ultimately chose the oak ones, as
they seemed to set off the tapestry slightly
better. | was very happy with the final result
and, more importantly, the client was too.
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handmade box that will amaze all who know you

o:- efto s ool.co m%{%&%meu&p

Phone: 01409 281579 finefurnituremaker.com/summer-school.htm

HJ Pugh & Co

Auctioneers & Valuers

e sssisse® LEDBURY SALEROOMS, HEREFORDSHIRE
' e The auction sale of the private collection
of tools from the late Bill Berry Malvern,
the principal equipment of Berry & Co,
Bell hangers, Malvern and others.

WO0O0D WORKING MACHINERY, TOOLS AND IRONMONGREY
Wadkin circular saw, Sedgewick mill, Multico morticer, and planer,
band saws, Bench and pillar drills, Myford lathe, dust extractor, Cut off saws, sash cramps, G cramps, chisel, chain
hoist, gantry hoists, work benches, levels, squares, coach screws, bolts, nails, screws, paint, stains,
STEEL BELL WHEEL TABLE, FORMING RACK, TOOLS

OVER 1100 WOODEN MOULDING, REBATE, PLOUGH AND FILLISTER PLANES

Including Barnes of Worcester, Harrison, Owens, ~ RECORD, STANLEY, MATHESION AND OTHER PLANES AND
Constance, Mann & Son, Kirk and Asling, Routledge, ~ TOOLS, CHISELS, GOUGES, SCAPPERS, DRILLS, GUAGES, BOOKS,
Griffiths of Norwich, Parker of Tewkesbury, Varvill, Moss, ~ TOOL CATALOGUES, MAGAZINES - Vauxhall pickup R reg.
Moseley, Bewley, A Rippin, Greenslade, Barstow badger, ~ SEASONED SAWN TIMBER -
Eastwood of York and other hollows and rounds.  Oak, elm, ash, box, mahogany, beech, pine, etc

SATURDAY 6th APRIL 10 am

 litustrated catalogue online week of sale, live online bidding. Buyers premium 10% + vat. -

Newmarket House, Market Street, Ledbury HR8 2AQ « Tel: 01531 631122 - www.hjpugh.com
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Free Entry and Parking

TOP DEMONSTRATIONS INCLUDING: WOODTURNING, CARVING,
ROUTING, MARQUETRY, CHAIR MAKING, FURNITURE RESTORATION,
TOOL SHARPENING, STEAMING, PYROGRAPHY, TIMBER FRAMING, Burnisbing Cream
STICK MAKING AND CRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS %

first for finishes

Spirit Stain

Acrylic Lacquer

Used by woodturners of all abilities
Ceﬂulose. Xoieners throughout the UK and the world, the

End Seal Chestnut Products range of top quality

WOODWORKING MACHINERY, TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES, . finishes gives outstanding results
REPRESENTING MANY LEADING MANUFACTURERS LAY ST every time; whatever you are making

. and whatever your preferred finishing

THE BEST SELECTION OF TIMBER TO BE FOUND AT ANY SRR il System there is bound to be something

in our range to meet your needs.

WOODWORKING SHOW IN BRITAIN! el LR R Ll See your local stockist for more information
- . . . - L ’ : I r:
Massive Sale and Special Show Prices on Timber, Machinery, Tools, Craft Accessories etc. Wood Wax 22 or for a catalogue/price list contact us ai
Sale in our Hobbies Centre plus demonstrations - Refreshment Marquee . PQ Box 536
« Craft Gallery « Easy Access « AA signposted Steel Wool Ipswich IP4 SWN
Info Sheet available from mid-March — or look on our Web-site at: . Tol: 01473 425878 Fax: 0800 066 4442
www.yandles.co.uk Polisbing Brusbes www.chestnutproducts.co.uk
Yandle & Sons Ltd, Hurst Works, Martock, Somerset TA12 6JU Shellac Sanding mailroom@chestnutproducts.co.uk
01935 822207 online-info@yandles.co.uk Sealer Stockist enquiries weicome

CREATIVE WELSH WOODTURNING LTD.
MASTE Turners Tool Box.Com
WOODTURNING — WOODWORKING — WOODCARVING
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Forstner Extension Bar - 8” (200mm) & 11” (280mm)

And the Colt MaxiCut Woodturning — Drilling / Boring Set

For more information on the New Pen Jaw Set & Our monthly Special Offers: DELIVERED WORLD WIDE
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Visit \\\\\\..lmmmlnullmx.um\ ' . . m‘“;’

Order online Open 24hrs — All at the click of a button and delivered straight to your door 4
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The Festool Domino 500 jointer is a superb tool
for saving time when cutting lots of joints

NN Side tables | PROJECT

BY PETER PARFITT

and variations

I've had a set of side tables on my to-do list for a long
time. With a free weekend available recently, | was at
last able to set about making them. | came up with

a simple design that involved using my trusty Festool

Domino jointer

n the old days I'd have used my these tables are all cut to their finished
mortiser and my radial arm saw to do lengths, instead of needing an extra
all the jointing. However, with four allowance for tenons.

tables to make, two of them with drawers,
| wouldn't have looked forward to the large Four tables, one design

number of joints required. My basic table design is very simple,

The DF500 jointer makes child's play of photo 2, and consists of four oak legs and
mortising, photo 1. It's used to cut a rails with a pair of dominos at each joint
mortise in both pieces of wood to be and a top made from oak-faced mdf,
joined. A floating tenon, called a domino, edged with solid oak lipping.
is then fitted into the slots to complete the Two of the tables have drawers made
joint. This means that the side rails on with domino joints rather than dovetails.
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PROJECT | Side tables

| used the same design for
all three tables, with subtle variations

I've made a simple outfeed table for my
bandsaw to support long workpieces

A home-made saw stop speeds up
repeat cutting on the table saw

| machined stock for all the dominoes
| needed using a 4mm roundover bit

After cutting a mitre on both ends
of each blank, | cut them in half

This simple jig uses 9mm and 42mm wide
spacers to set the jointer position

- Ty -
For extra strength | decided to use a pair of dominos for each joint

4

7

| put a long narrow drawer in one table and
a short wide one in another, using exactly
the same design and techniques. | made
the drawer sides and backs from softwood
and their bases from 4mm plywood. The
drawer runners are solid L-shaped sections
made by rebating some square oak.

Preparing the stock
| had a lot of oak odds and ends left from
other projects, and spent a morning creating
the stock for the four tables from these
leftovers. All the legs were cut to 30 x 30mm
section, and the rails and drawer fronts to
80 x 20mm section. | also needed some oak
lipping strips, which I'll describe in detall
when | explain how to make the tops.

| have a 20-year-old Elektra Beckum
bandsaw which is quite happy resawing
120mm thick oak. | used this to produce the
stock for the sides, which | then cleaned up
on my thicknesser. I've made a simple
outfeed table for the saw, photo 3, as it's
not safe to lean across the machine to
control or support long workpieces.

Cutting to size
| haven't provided a cutting list, as | suspect
everyone will want to build tables to their
own dimensions. As a guide my two tables
without drawers have a frame size of
400 x 280 x 480mm, and | made the tops
20mm bigger all round so they measure
440 x 320mm. The tables with drawers were
in one case slightly higher and in the other
slightly longer and wider,

| use a home-made saw stop, photo 4,
when cutting multiples of the same length
as it really does speed up a repetitive job
like this. After cutting all the legs and rails,
| marked the tops of the legs so | knew
which faces would be on the outside and
which would receive domino mortise slots.

Mitred dominoes
If the rails were being made in the traditional
way, the ends of the tenons would be mitred
so that opposing tenons in the same leg
would meet neatly. | wanted to create the
same effect with the dominos, and decided
to make some with one mitred end.

| prepared some oak to 21 x 8mm in
cross-section and then ran it past a 4mm
roundover bit in the router table, photo 5, to
create the correct profile. | then set my mitre
saw to 45°, with a saw stop set so | could
produce domino blanks 83mm long with
a mitre on each end. When | had enough,
| re-set the mitre saw back to 90° and cut all
the blanks in half, photo 6. This produced a
set of dominos 40mm long, each with a
mitre on one end.




A simple jig
As my design has no lower rails between
the legs, | decided to use two dominos for
each joint between the legs and their
adjacent rails, photo 7. | set up a simple
bench-top jig to do the repeated cuts, as |
was working on four tables, photo 8. The jig
is ‘handed’ and so the 9mm and 42mm
spacers you can see in the photo are used
on both sides of the centre stop to cut the
slots in opposite ends of a rail or adjacent
faces of a leg.

| wanted the face of the rails to be set in
by 3mm from the face of the legs, photo 9.
| therefore used a height setting of 10mm to
cut the mortise slots at the centre of the
20mm rails, and a setting of 13mm for the
corresponding cuts on the legs. The depth
of cut was set to 20mm for each slot as my
dominos were 40mm long. | used the
standard narrow width setting for all the
mortise slots.

| wanted the face of the rails to be
inset by 3mm from the leg faces

A hint of detail

A simple design like this can be given a bit
more interest by cutting a shallow chamfer
along part or all of the exposed edges (see
photo 9 again). | decided to do this along
the outer bottom edges of my rails to within
20mm of each end, using a bearing-guided
chamfer bit on the router table. The legs
were also chamfered from just under the
line of the rail to within 40mm of the bottom.

Designing for drawers

If you decide to fit a drawer, as I've done
with two of the tables, there are several
things to think about before assembly. The
most important is to remember not to cut
mortise slots in the inner faces of the legs
where the drawer will be fitted nor, of

course, in the ends of the rail that will
become the drawer front.

With my design the distance from the
inner edge of the side rails to the inner
edge of the adjacent leg is 7mm. Therefore
| made some drawer runners out of square-
section oak rebated on my table saw,
photo 10, to produce 7mm thick sides.
These could then be screwed and glued to
the bottom of the inner face of the side rails
between which the drawer will run. A small
cutout was required, photo 11, so that the
runners fitted through to the inner face of
the rear rail and up to where the rear of the
drawer front would be.

Adding a cross-brace

With no fixed rail between the legs at the
front of the drawer, | wanted to add a bit of
strength there so | added a 7mm thick
cross-brace between the front edges of the
drawer runners, photo 12. | knew that the
top, once fitted, would give some lateral
support, but the cross-brace would
provided added strength.

The brace was jointed using tiny 4mm
dominos. As the stock was only 7mm thick,
| had to use a spacer under the face of the
Domino jointer, photo 13, to get the centre
line of the cut in the right place. | used a
piece of 4mm thick Perspex, which allowed
me to see my marked centre line, and set
the height to 7.5mm. This put the centre of
the slot precisely at the 3.5mm mark in the
centre of brace.

Making the drawers

A small drawer in a side table is hardly
going to endure much abuse, so |
reckoned that domino joints would be
more than sufficient to keep the sides
together. | used a pair of 8mm dominos
between the drawer front and each of the
sides, and a pair of 6mm dominos on each
side at the back. The drawer bottom was
made of 4mm ply, which was glued in
place in a 6mm deep groove.

My drawer fronts, like the side rails, are
80mm high. | allowed a 6mm gap at the
top of the drawer sides to accommodate
the brackets that would be used later to
secure the top, photo 14. | also had to
allow for the 7mm deep runner supporting
the drawer. This meant that my drawer
sides were only 67mm high.

If you follow this design, you need to
remember the 6 and 7mm offsets when
marking up the domino joints between the
front and sides of the drawer. You also
need to ensure that the channel for the
plywood bottom is 7mm higher on the
inside of the drawer front.

www.getwoodworking.com

The drawer runners were made by cutting a
rebate in some square stock using my table saw

These were then glued and screwed to the
side rails. Note the end cut-out (see text)

| positioned a thin cross-brace between the
front edges of the drawer runners

| used a Perspex spacer to position the
mortise cuts on the cross-brace

P

Allow a gap at the top of the drawer
sides for fitting the top brackets

The Woodworker April 2013




PROJECT | side tables

This CMT reverse glue joint cutter is ideal
for machining the tabletop edges

The tabletop is passed over the cutter
with its veneered face down

...and then to rip off the moulded strips
one by one on the table saw

Trim the lipping carefully to size using a small block plane for the ends

7

7

Making the tabletops

I've been using veneered mdf for many
years as, with the right finish, it's both
durable and attractive. Cutting the tabletops
to size was quick and easy using my TS55
saw with its guide rail, photo 15. As |
mentioned earlier, | planned to lip the
boards in solid oak to hide the mdf core.

Many years ago | bought a CMT reverse
glue joint cutter, photo 16. This provides a
large surface for a glued solid wood lipping
strip, and is less expensive than buying a
pair of edge-banding cutters. | used to
profile the edges of the mdf tops and the
solid oak lipping.

The cutter is used in the router table and,
once set up, doesn't need to be adjusted
when switching between the mdf and the
lipping. It's best to make some practice
cuts on scrap wood to get the setting right,
as it will vary according to the thickness of
your mdf and the margin you want on the
lipping. It is best to have a margin (see
below), as cutting the lipping to match the
thickness of the mdf exactly leaves you no
room for error.

Using the cutter
With the cutter set up as shown, the
veneered surface of each tabletop is
passed across the router table facing down,
photo 17, while the corresponding good
side of the lipping faces up. This is another
key point to remember before every cut
made in the mdf; you have been warned!
For 19mm thick mdf | prefer 22mm thick
lipping. The simplest way to make the strips
is to start with a board 22mm thick and
about 100mm longer than the sum of one
long side and one short side of the tabletop.
| run both edges of the board past the
cutter, photo 18, and then take it to the
table saw to be cut off, photo 19, allowing
about 5mm of material beyond the edge to
be glued. The process is repeated until
enough lipping stock is generated.

Fitting the lipping
It's important to cut the glue joint only in the
end-grain edges of the top (usually the
short sides) to begin with, as these joints
will be made first. Once the lipping has
been trimmed for length, the long ‘with-
grain’ edges can be done

| allow about 2mm overall extra when
cutting the lipping before it's glued in place.
Mdf absorbs glue readily, and care is
needed to ensure that there are no gaps.
When cramping up, start in the middle and
work outwards to prevent hydraulic locking.
Clean off any excess glue carefully with a
damp sponge or cloth.




Trim the lipping to size using a small
block plane for the ends, photo 20, and
then use a flush cutter in the router table to
trim the edges, photo 21. | use a tall rear
fence on my router table, but it has to be
raised a little to allow for the thickness of the
initially oversized lipping. When everything
is glued and trimmed, sand the lipping
down to 240 grit.

Assembly time
My experience of gluing up domino-jointed
furniture is that it almost always closes up
square first time. | always apply glue to the
mortise slots rather than the dominos, but
either method works well. | used Bessey
ribbon clamps (see photo 12 again) when
making the tables without drawers and
Bessey K clamps, photo 22, for the others.

| clean off excess glue with a sponge
moistened in warm water to which a few
drops of washing-up liquid have been
added. This should ensure that there's no
local sealing of the wood surface which
would show up during finishing.

| sanded everything down to 240 grit and
then applied two coats of Osmo PolyX oil
(which | reviewed in the January 2013 issue
of The Woodworker). There's no need to
sand this down between coats but, if you
want an extra smooth finish, you can buff up
the first coat with a Scotch-Brite pad or with
400 grit paper.

Final details

| didn't want the drawers to fall open if the
tables were moved. | saw a demonstration
of some Elite knock-in magnetic catches
from Bunting Magnetics (see the panel,
below right, for details) at a recent
woodworking show, and decided to use
one on each of my drawers. | drilled a
10mm hole 10mm deep in the rear of the
drawer back and pushed the magnet in
place using a K clamp, photo 23. | then
inserted an ordinary 4mm woodscrew into
the inside face of the rear rail, photo 24, to
match the magnet position. When closed
the drawer is held gently in place.

To stop the drawers from being pulled
right out, | fixed a 7mm thick strip to the
underside of each one, photo 25. This
stops the drawer when it reaches the
cross-brace.

For the tables without drawers, | secured
the tops to their frames using a pair of
wooden battens, photo 26, screwed into
the sides and the top. For the ones with
drawers where space above the drawer was
limited, | used some small right-angled
metal brackets, screwed in place (see
photo 14 again).

Use a flush cutter in the router table for the
sides. Note the tall fence used for support

Glue and cramp a small magnetic catch
into a hole in the drawer back...

| attached a stop to the underside of each
drawer to prevent it from pulling out

The tables with under-drawer shelves needed
some elaborate cramping

Assemble the frame for each table and
secure it with plenty of cramps

...and drive a woodscrew into the inner face of
the rear rail to attract the magnet

On the tables without drawers, | attached
the tops using a pair of slim battens

FURTHER INFORMATION
B Bunting Magnetics

W 01442 875081

B www.magnetukonline.com
W CMT cutters

W 01202 611123

B www.cmttools.co.uk
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Awumn!y creates deep

square recesses
* Table size 150 x 340mm
+ Maximum chisel cap.76mm

CBM1B

CHISELS AVAILABLE FROM
£6.99 EX VAT £8.39 INC VAT

MODEL DEPTH EX. VAT INC. VAT
OF CUT

PRICE CUTS &
NEW PRODUCTS

PRICE CUTS! § was £263.98 mc.VAT
was £311.98 inc.VAT

alPkke BELT SANDER

. DUST EXTRACTOR/
l-lm CHIP COLLECTORS oM DY

I rRonony ¥ memzo ) METABO DUST cpe1000

AR gl 297
- - - EXTRACTOR gy - 358,
* Chuck guards ic £ 2% | BTN e nd | | - 50 litre tank capacity )

B=Bench mounted ) - * 183 m¥h flow rate
F=Floor standing - ﬁ = 1100W input
- wattage
\ £

motor ® 50mm _— OTHER MODELS - BS1
max cut thickness AVAILABLE £4 14 gmﬂ

* 400-1,700rpm variable * Powerful - MODEL WATT M/MIN EX VAT INC VAT
speed « Air-blower removes dust from cutting area 750w motor cl a.I By e — larke BS1 900w 380 £29.98 £35.98

HBOSCH

Power 1oals

* 56 litre bag capacity Bosch PBS7A 600w 250 £74.99 £89.99
MODEL  MOTOR 5;;5"0 EX VAT INC VAT » Flow rate of 850M3/h larke CBS2 1200w 480 £69.98 £83.98

CSS400B 85w 1450 £62.99 £75.59] | Rt FLﬂW E:E CALRUM G § CORDLESS akita 9911 650w _75-270 £92.99 £111.59

SST6V__120w_400-1700 _£84.99 £101.99 | Bome e St 112495 1ss a9 | DRILL/DRIVERS Taasier TURBO AIR
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Clarke 15./ARABLE R v COMPRESSORS
SPEED SCROLL SAW | R O B || - Superd range ideal

| WITH FLEXI ' Clarke sanpsaws £36:% , el L3

# DRIVE AND :44111. AT

BIG 2HP 7.8CFM

MODEL VOLTS BATTS EX VAT INC VAT
CD180 18v 1 £36.99 E44.39
CD240 24v 1 £46.99 £56.39

Bosch PSR18__ 18v 1 £68.99 £82.79

: - Clarke $PREADER
4 1600\'6 motor € » Parallel action arm design ; CLAMPS
315/30mm produces quick, accurate 7 « Dual action spreader or compression clamp by

blade / bore diameter cuts in wood and plastic i
* 90mm max cut depth at 90° « 50mm cutting depth = Flexible drive kit for - ; simple head reversal » Quick release trigger for

additional grinding, polishing & sanding fast adjustment
l'lﬂ‘lll! MITRE SAW
. STAND - CUTS1 (Tl B MITRE Saws

* Quality range,
ideal for cross, bevel

‘ & mitre cutting
L * 45° tilting blade

&table « Dust gy 10" SLIDING
extraction system . Im MITRE SAW

FROM ONLY|

25Hp 87

A iger8/60 25Hp 8.7
4% AMITECIS0 3Hp 14 150itr

£ £ » Suitable ft /
E— - 1 STAND AVAILABLE FROM ONLY
NG VAT makes of saw  * RAGE3 Or ast, accurate cross, £41.99 EX. VAT £50.39 INC.VAT

bevel & mitre cutting in
most hard & soft woods
= 1800w motor
* 6000rpm

* Inc. outriggers
& rollers

WOODWORKING * Stands come complete with bolt mountings
Clarke ™ \ices :

10" SLIDING MITRE
SAW ON BASE

= For easy, precise and
smooth cutting of wood

BLADE  MAXCUT EXVAT INC.VAT FROM ONLY

DIA. BORE DEPTH/CROSS

£4 6% FROM ONLY
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G i q % h | £16.99 £20.39 £27.99
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180/205/78 £24.99 £29.99 £54.99
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* A range of
compact, high

Steel
performance wet . WHETSTONE
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) CARVING cleaners for use
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wooden storage case .
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"
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Made In
Sheffield
England

| ATKINSON ||
|| " WALKER

Made in Sheffield saw blades
direct from the manufacturer
to fit any make of machine

{' Industrial and D.LY. quality

By TCT saw blades for cutting Rp Sy
.| wood, aluminium, plastic '
& metals ;

| @ Next day delivery on stock items
® Bespoke blades made to order
 Technical support comes as standard

B e

» Tel:0114 275 2121

email:sales@atkinson-walker-saws.co.uk
Web: www.atkinson-walker-saws.co.uk

Woodwork Course 2
(Wood and Things)

Woodwork Course 1
(Tools and Things)

This is a continuation of course 1
(tools and things) with the emphases
on timber, what are acceptable defects
in timber and what isn’t, how do you
write out a cutting list that means
something to your supplier, what to
look for when buying wood and what
to avoid.

You will ideally have done course 1
(tools and things) or have a good working
knowledge of how to use hand tools and
have used hand held power tools.

The projects for you to pick from will
be more complicated and will involve
the use of the more sophisticated hand
tools and hand held power tools and will
include using some of the static power
tools in the workshop. We will also be
looking at buying timber, making cutting
lists and drawing plans.

www.woodworkshop.co.uk

A self-interest woodwork course
where the aim is to give you the
confidence and the knowledge to
use basic hand tools and some of the
more common power tools.

You will be able to pick from a list of
projects before you arrive that | believe
you can complete in 5 days or less so
that you will go home with one of them
and you can proudly say “I made that”.

| cover the teaching of how to
handle tools by getting you started on
your project and, as you need to use a
new piece of equipment, | show you
how. This means that the instruction is
fresh in your mind and you do the task
there and then.

On all courses there will only be a
maximum of 4 at a time, this will mean
that | will be available when you
need help and advice.

Precision. Innovation. Simplicity.

<@g>

Hardened steel

drill guide allows
effortless, clean
drilling of pocket
holes

Simply clamp
the workpieces
together, place
the screw in the
hole, and drive

A strong joint
produced in

minutes - no
need for glue
and dowels!

Woodwork Course 3
(Things)

The advanced course is rather different
from the previous two.

To come on this course you will need
to have done both the other courses and
have used your skill at home on your
own projects and be ready to take on
something more difficult.

WoodRat Courses

This course will teach you all the
principles that you need to know!

Visit our website for more information &
updates on 2013 course information:
www.woodworkshop.co.uk

t: 01768 899895
e: enquiries@woodworkshop.co.uk
The Wood Workshop

7-8 Redhills Business Park, Penrith,
Cumbria CA110DT




Computer desk PROJECT

Accentuate the positive

Now she’s working from home, my daughter Christine
needed a simple desk. The cheapest suitable one we
could find cost about £600, so | rashly offered to make
her one for her birthday. But I’'m no cabinetmaker...

y original working plan had been
M reasonably unambitious. | showed

Christine a piece of oak-veneered
plywood which | said | could lip around the
edge to make a top. | would then attach the
legs using those angled metal corner pieces
found on Ikea and similar flat-pack tables.

She seemed quite happy with that. | then

realised that this was hardly likely to end up
as a treasured family heirloom, so | decided
to upgrade to using solid oak.

No hiding place

Thanks to The Woodworker and the vertical
panel saw that | described in my last article
for the magazine (June 2012, page 47), I've
successfully made a vegetable rack and a
box seat for the kitchen. In both cases | used
softwood, and it's amazing the flaws that a
little Polyfilla and Dulux’s finest can cover!

BY ROBERT COULDWELL

However, with solid oak there would be
no place to hide, and any mistakes would
be glaring. As this fact sunk in, | began to
have serious doubts about the wisdom of
my over-enthusiastic offer.

A eureka moment
The challenge was to create a professional-
looking result without the necessary skills or
machinery. The first problem would be
joining the boards for the desktop; | have
neither manual ‘shooting’ skills with a bench
plane, nor a planer/thicknesser to do it
mechanically. However, | do have a simple
router table, and it occurred to me that
rather than trying to hide the joins, | should
accentuate them.

| experimented by routing a rebate on the
edge of two scrap pieces of oak. | then
butt-jointed the boards to leave a channel

www.getwoodworking.com

where they met, and inserted a contrasting
strip of wood. A few minutes with an orbital
sander and a couple of coats of Danish oil
left it looking at least half-reasonable.
| trimmed up the result, photo 1, and

showed it to my daughter, unsure whether
she would like the stripey effect. She
actually thought it an improvement, so my
first problem was solved.

The drawer dilemma

| had drawn what | proposed on the back of
an envelope for madam’s approval, |
wanted a minimalist look, a sort of cross
between Shaker and Liberty. Unfortunately
she wanted drawers — originally on top, but
| persuaded her that to open a drawer there
you would invariably have to clear the desk
in front of it, so we agreed on three drawers
underneath the desktop instead.

The Woodworker April 2013




PROJECT Computer desk
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COMPUTER DESK CUTTING LIST

All dimensions are in millimetres
Part Qty
Top edge board

Top centre board

Top insert strip

Drawer box base (mdf)
Internal support (mdf)
Rear support (mdf)

Leg

Top rail

Bottom rail

Rear rail

Deep rear rail (optional)
Drawer false front
Drawer front / back
Drawer side

Drawer base (plywood)

WOOWRPEPNNPAEARPNE,BWON

L w T
1470 145 21
1470 195 21
1470 15 5}
1408 630 19

630 66 19
1408 85 ikl
705 44 241
680 95 21
680 S zal
1450 44 21
1408 195 21
468 95 21
455 66 15
600 66 15
580 448 5?

along with architraves, skirtings and
thresholds. | was therefore able to make
use of all the available 21mm thick board
sizes; 44, 95, 145 and 195mm wide,
photo 2. The contrasting strips — of ‘far-east
mahogany-style’ hardwood measuring
17 x 5mm - were also available locally.
Something | learned when laying an oak
floor was that timber has to acclimatise to its
new environment. | therefore carefully stacked
the boards with spacers on the workshop
floor and left them there for three weeks.

Making a start

| was using two 145mm and two 195mm
wide boards to create a depth of 680mm for
the top, so | carefully inspected the boards
to select their best top surfaces. | then cut
them slightly over length and routed the

rebate on both edges of two and one edge

| didn't want the drawers to show and
spoil the contemporary lines of the desk,
which was particularly ambitious as I'd
never made a drawer before. | therefore
took one out of an old Habitat trestle desk
and copied that.

Fortunately, before | had proceeded too
far it occurred to me that the fully built desk
would not go up the narrow stairs of her

e Womonr 1 205

little Victorian cottage, so another challenge
was added: the desk had to be a knock-
down assembly, which would of course
compromise its rigidity.

Raw materials

It so happens that our local timber
merchant sells American white oak in
various board sizes for house construction,

of the others. | planned to biscuit-joint the
boards together, so | next slotted the

Py
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| found a source of American white oak
in a range of standard finished widths

After glumg and cramping up the boards
| added the contrast strips

The drawer box consisted of a base,
two uprights and the oak top

| glued and screwed the bottom rails
to the legs as they'd be hidden

The back rail was just screwed in place,
to allow for dismantling later

Threaded inserts, nuts and bolts offered a neat
and unobtrusive knock-down solution

| used my vertical panel saw to cut
the assembled top panel square

| cut the notches in the leg frames
for the back rail using my router

The bolt passed into a hole bored in the mdf
bottom panel and into its nut

relevant edges of the boards.

| had no cramps big enough to hold the
desktop assembly, but Rutlands had an
offer of some 54in cramps at a bargain
price that week, so | took the plunge and
ordered half a dozen.

Coming together
Before cramping the boards, | taped scrap
strips to the outside edges to protect them.
| then laid the boards out on three cramps
on top of a plywood-topped pair of trestles,
and brushed PVA glue on the edges, the
biscuits and in the slots. | used the cramps
to pull the boards together and checked
with a straightedge that they were flush.

| then attempted to glue the contrasting
strips in their channels, only to find they
wouldn't fit. So | used a router cutter to

shave a little off each one until they did. The
final stage was to add more cramps from
above, photo 3, check that the boards were
level with the straightedge, and leave them
overnight to cure.

Once the glue was cured | used my vertical
panel saw to square up the ends of the top,
photo 4. This could have been done equally
well with a standard circular or plunge saw
on a rail or running against a straightedge.

Drawer decisions

| now had to construct the box into which
the drawers would slide. | had decided to
use mdf for the underside of the box and to
join it to the oak top using three pieces of
mdf, one at the back and two between the
drawers, leaving both the oak top and the
mdf bottom unattached at the ends.

www.getwoodworking.com

A biscuit jointer is easy to use when
joining flush boards or corners, but not so
when fixing an upright between two large
boards. Careful measurements are
essential, along with exact positioning of the
jointer to ensure that the slots on the top
and bottom of each upright fit those in the
top and bottom boards while keeping the
upright at 90°, photo 5. The uprights and
back were glued to the top but screwed
through the bottom and back, meaning |
could take it apart if | needed to.

The leg assemblies

As | had no standard square-section oak
available, | designed the desk to have slim
legs joined with a narrow bottom rail and a
wide top rail to which the drawer box would
be fitted. It was while making the leg frames

The Woodworker April 2013




PROJECT Computer desk

Assemble and cramp up the drawer boxes.
Note the rebates for the drawer base

| added this
wide rear rail
below the
drawer box for
extra rigidity

The drawers
have false
fronts which
project below
the boxes to
form drawer
pulls

Simple rebates in the drawer fronts
and backs accept the sides

that | wished I'd bought a Domino jointer
instead of a biscuit machine, as the
smallest biscuit is too long to join the 44mm
wide oak of the legs and rails. | used
biscuits to join the wide top rails and the
legs, but glued and screwed the narrow
bottom rails to the legs as the screws would
be hidden there, photo 6.

To stiffen the leg frames | installed a cross
rail which | fitted into notches in the rear
legs. | cut these with a small hand-held
router, photo 7, moved back and forth
between two strategically clamped pieces
of timber. The rail couldn’t be glued in
because of the need to dismantle the desk
to move it, so it was screwed to the leg
frames instead, photo 8.

Attaching the legs
Now came the most difficult challenge:
joining the legs to the drawer box without
using exposed screws. Instead | decided to
use threaded inserts and hexagon bolts,
photo 9. The oak desktop was wider than
the drawer box base, allowing the leg
frames to be slightly recessed. | inserted
biscuits on the top of the leg frames which
fitted into slots in the underside of the top.
There were also biscuits in the edge of the
drawer box corresponding with slots on the
inside of the wide upper leg frame rails.

| couldn't use any glue, so three threaded
inserts were put on the inside of the leg

e W 1 205

frame upper rails to correspond with holes
drilled in the edge and face of the drawer
box base. Nuts and bolts could then be
inserted through the edge of drawer box
base into the inserts and tightened up,
photo 10, giving a reasonably stiff joint that
could be easily dismantled. The desk was
beginning to take shape, photo 11.

More reinforcements

Unfortunately, as one who always tends to
over-engineer things, | felt that the nearly
finished desk was still slightly wobbly. |
therefore decided to strengthen it with a
195mm wide oak rear rail joined to the rear
legs, photo 12, with the threaded inserts and
hexagon headed bolts visible only to the rear.
This stiffened the assembly considerably.

Making the drawers
As | wanted the drawers to be invisible when
closed, | couldn't use handles or knobs so |
fitted deeper false fronts to fully formed drawer
boxes, creating finger pulls underneath.

| simply routed rebates on the front and
rear of the drawer boxes to accept the
sides, photo 13, and rebated all four
components to accept the plywood bottom
panel, photo 14. | would have preferred to
groove the sides for the plywood panels,
but the drawers were already quite shallow
and | didn't want to lose any more depth.

As the joins between the drawer fronts were

to be virtually invisible, it was essential that
all three false fronts were cut from the same
piece of oak and that the measurements were
perfect, allowing just 1mm gaps between
the drawers. To ensure that the fronts were
correctly fitted to the drawer boxes, | inserted
them and packed them out so their fronts
were protruding very slightly. | then used mitre
glue to fix the false fronts to them. The mitre
glue gives you a moment to adjust the fit
before it goes off. Once it had dried | drilled
and screwed back into the false front for a
permanent fix, photo 15.

Finishing touches

The desk was now complete except for a
finish. While | like using Danish and other
oils, | decided that as the desktop was likely
to get heavy wear and tear | would use a
matt varnish instead. | had successfully
used water-based Ronseal on oak-veneered
doors and an oak table | had previously
made, so | went with that.

Despite the instructions saying it should
be applied with a brush, | always use a mini
paint roller for the large areas and a brush
for the fiddly bits. This makes the
application very quick and gives an even
surface finish. | applied just a second coat;
any more tends to build too much of a
shine. This type of finish is very durable and
maintenance-free, unlike oils which need
sanding and refinishing from time to time.




Dual Mode Precision
Plunge Router

Designed by woodworkers for woodworkers, the MOF001
has won many prestigious awards around the globe since
its release.

Quiet, easy to control and simple to adjust, this compact
machine is ideal for those looking for a router equally suited
for hand-held and table-mounted use. The quick-fit pins
allow rapid fitment to the mounting plate, making it the
perfect companion for the Triton RTA300 router table.

Soft Start & Variable Speed  Single Wrench Bit Change
provide the perfect speed through the base is achieved
for all cutter types with the automatic spindle lock

Safety Switch Shutter 3-Stage Turret
locks closed in bit-change with direct reading scales for
mode to prevent power on precise pre-set cut depths

Push Button Micro Winder
switches from plunge to fixed enables continuous fine
base router with rack & pinion depth adjustment through

the full plunge range

The World’s
Best Router

Precision Power Tools

T

= s tritontools.com
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NTRYSH _ Country Clothing
IRES at its Best!

CountryShires takes pride in offering you quality clothing at very competitive | _
prices.
All the Clothing, Footwear and Accessories you need for any outdoors sports such as
Shooting, Stalking, Fishing and Walking. Seeland and Harkila produce an extensive range @&
of technical clothing and supplies for the enjoying the outdoors life. Alan Paine with its
quintessential English style tweeds provides a classic range of country clothing.

To compliment our existing range of outdoor clothing. We are pleased to
announce the introduction of two exciting new ranges of outdoor wear,
styled and designed by Baleno and by Percussion.

See us at Crufts 7th-10th March 2013!
7 Wavers Ground, West Oxfordshire Industrial Estate,
Carterton, Oxfordshire, 0X18 3Y)J
www.countryshires.com Call us free today! 0333 1212511
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A woodworkers’ ABC | WORKSHOP

BY ANDY STANDING

D is for...

The aim of this series is to provide you with snippets of
interesting and, | hope, useful information concerning
all aspects of woodworking. It will explain some of the
mysteries for those new to the craft, and will | hope
inspire and entertain everyone else

begin with each letter in turn generates some unusual entries. But it's an interesting

exercise in lateral thinking, because in a curious way one topic seems to lead on to
another, even if there's no obvious link between them as you first consider them. Here's
my latest batch; please read on, and see what useful nuggets you can pick up from my
trawl through subjects beginning with the letter D (and the odd E).

The idea of pottering through the alphabet and looking at woodworking topics that

DOVETAIL

The dovetail is perhaps the most iconic of

woodworking joints. It is, without doubt, the s oy
best method of joining two pieces of wood g OGS
together in their width and at right angles to -:"\“.-‘\'

each other. Not only is it an extremely S Th

efficient mechanical joint; it can also be
highly decorative. Like almost all joints it
can be cut by machine, and this will
produce a perfectly acceptable result.
However the best dovetails are always
hand-cut, and the quality of the joint is
seen as a measure of the maker's skill and
artistic flair. There are several variations of
dovetail joint to suit different applications.

YUY
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DOUBLE INSULATION

Most power tools now are ‘double-
insulated’. This means that the casing of
the tool is made from non-conductive
material such as plastic, to protect the
user from the risk electric shock. It also
means that they no longer need
earthing, so the tool can be

wired with two-core flex.

DANISH OIL

Wood finishing is the process of applying
a coating to your work to protect it from
damage and enhance its appearance.
There are many options, from French
polishing to spraying. However one of
the most popular and easiest to apply is
an oil finish. Qil finishes are wiped onto
the timber with a soft cloth and the finish
is built up in several coats. It is a fairly
durable and easily repairable finish.
Danish oil is produced by several

manufacturers to a variety of recipes. It is
based on tung oil but combined with driers
to shorten the time between coats, making
it a reasonably quick way to produce a
good finish.

DISC SANDER

A disc sander is a bench-mounted or
floor-standing machine that is primarily
used for smoothing and shaping curved
components. It would usually be fitted
with a relatively coarse grit for shaping
and a finer grit for smoothing. A work
table is fitted in front of the disc and this
has a mitre guide fitted, so it can also be
used for cleaning up end grain on
square-ended or angled components.
Disc sanders are often combined with
belt sanders.

DOWEL

A dowel is a cylindrical wooden peg
which can be used to make and reinforce
simple joints. In production-line furniture,
dowel joints are often used to replace
mortise-and-tenon joints as they are
cheaper, easier and quicker to make. The
joint is made as a simple butt joint; then
both components are drilled to accept
the dowels and the joint is glued and
assembled.

The concept is simple but demands
accuracy to align the joint correctly.
Dowelling jigs are the simplest solution
to this, as they can transfer the hole
positions from one component to the
other without any risk of misalignment.

DUST MASK

Another wise precaution to
observe when sanding is
to wear a dust mask. Even
the best dust extraction
can still release a little dust
into the atmosphere. There
are many types of dust mask, from
simple disposable paper ones to
powered respirator hoods.

e s 203




EPOXY RESIN
ADHESIVE

This is a two-part glue that sets by
chemical reaction. It's extremely strong
and waterproof, so is popular with boat
builders and the like. It sets rock hard, so
can be brittle. For general woodworking
it's not often used, apart from jobs such
as attaching metal fittings or decoration
to timber where a mechanical fixing is
inappropriate.

DUST EXTRACTORS

In the past woodworkers never seemed
to worry much about sawdust. It just had
to be swept up at the end of the day.
However, not only does it make a mess;
it's extremely bad for your health, as we
now know. Inhaling sawdust, particularly
from mdf or certain hardwoods, can do
you considerable long-term harm.

Every workshop should have some
form of dust extraction kit. For larger
workshops with several machines, a fully
ducted system can be installed with a
central extractor connected to each
machine via a blast gate. For the home
woodworker who, perhaps only uses only
hand-held power tools, a workshop
vacuum cleaner can be used, connected
directly to the power tool in use.

93/4"

= 14 5/16

18 3/8"

DRAWINGS

Before you start making something,
you need an accurate plan of exactly
what you are going to do. Sizes,
measurements, shapes and materials
all need to be decided before the first
cut is made. Drawings need not be
complicated. Indeed a plan and a few
measurements will often suffice for a
simple project. However, if you're
intending to make a complex piece of
furniture, you will need to produce

some sort of scale drawing to work from.
This may seem daunting to those, like
me, with limited artistic skills, but you
needn’t worry. These days it is easy to
design and draw furniture using your
computer and a CAD (computer-aided
design) drawing program. A particular
favourite of mine is Google SketchUp,
which is completely free and extremely
powerful. It's easy to learn and will do
everything that you could possibly need.

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker April 2013
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DOVETAIL JIG

Cutting the perfect dovetail by hand takes
skill and patience, and can also be very
time-consuming if you have a lot to cut.
Many makers opt to use routers and
dovetailing jigs which produce strong joints

quickly, but these can lack the decorative
qualities of the hand-cut version.
However, with the most sophisticated jigs
you can still make an attractive-looking
and mechanically perfect joint.

DEHUMIDIFIER

Wood is a hygroscopic material. This
means that it absorbs or releases
moisture in sympathy with its surrounding
atmosphere, and consequently swells or
shrinks accordingly. Dehumidifiers are
used in the wood seasoning process to
reduce the moisture content of the timber
to stabilise it and make it suitable for
indoor use. You can make a simple
conditioning cabinet for your timber to
keep it in perfect condition by stacking it
in a large box with a dehumidifier.
Alternatively it can be beneficial to keep a
dehumidifier running in your workshop to
reduce the ambient humidity.

END GRAIN

There aren’t many woodworking topics
beginning with the letter E, so I've taken
the liberty of dropping the big one in here
with the Ds.

End grain, as its name suggests, is the
grain that's exposed when a board is
cross-cut, severing the wood fibres. The
grain along the edge of a board is known
as long grain or side grain. End grain must
be treated with care because it can cause
problems. It's the part of the board that
loses moisture fastest, so is prone to spilits.
It is also highly absorbent, meaning that it
is difficult to make a strong end-grain to
end-grain joint as the glue is sucked into
the timber, so starving the joint. For the

same reason care must be taken when
applying wood stain to end grain, as it will
absorb more than the other timber faces,
S0 appearing much darker.

DENTS

It's incredibly annoying when you dent
your work, perhaps with a careless
hammer blow or by dropping something
onto the surface. Luckily there's an easy
solution that doesn't involve planing or
sanding the whole surface down. You
simply apply a few drops of water to the
dent and allow the wood to absorb it for
a while. You then press the tip of a hot
iron onto the area. It will heat up the
water, turning it to steam and swelling the
wood fibres, thereby removing the dent.
To protect the wood from scorching, it's
wise to place a damp cloth or a piece of
paper over the dent before applying the
iron. You may need to repeat the process
several times for severe dents.
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WOODWORKING IN ACTION
21st and 22nd September 2013

Cressing Temple Barns, near Braintree, Essex CM77 8PD

The European Woodworking Show is an amazing showcase
of craftsmen and women from around the world. Set in the
beautiful grounds of Cressing Temple Barns in Essex.

The European Woodworking Show, now in its fifth year, will have
over 100 exhibitors representing a diverse range of woodworking disciplines.
A demonstrator led show supported by quality tool makers.

Ticket Line - 01473 785946
email: enquiries@europeanwoodworkingshow.eu
www.europeanwoodworkingshow.eu

% DEEP IN WOOD §

SPECIALISTS IN ENGLISH TIMBER | e
™ ‘ A large selection of the following home

grown timber is available in Air or Kiln Dried
(Locally sourced from Oxfordshire and surrounding counties)

* Accacia * Sweet Chestnut » Ash * Walnut « Beech * Yew * Cedar of Lebanon
* Sycamore * Cherry * Lime « Maple « Plane/Lacewood « Oak (Brown & Burr as well)
Other timber can be sourced along with a small selection of imported tropical timber

’ r = A full machining service is available from log conversion to moulding
M - with kiln drying in between.
] i
' ‘E"' /

= Unique Online timber store, “the board you see is the board you get!!”

DEEP IN WOOD

. = Timber is available as boards or prepared to size.
DS AND INTO Tzf

OUT OF THE WO 'Now OPEN! = Green timber especially Oak and Ash available as well timber beams.
NEW SHOWROOM e amouroathis | Steam bending grade timber processed to your requirements.
A5E

« Deep in Wood is ple
launch of its new € — [

e extensive range of both Fome wywywy.deepinwood.co.uk  =:

: imbers.
grown and trapaa"al hardwood :::mi:g Great Park, Besselsleigh,
A Campr;hﬂnjfvzi?;:ﬁatz‘grn range Abingdon, Oxford OX13 5PZ
ice i ed u
sere I o equipment. Tel: 01865 390268 * Mob: 077650 64694
Opening Times of the new showroor are: Email: james@deepinwood.co.uk
4 o

} ill 4.00pm
Friday 10.00am ti :
and other viewings by appointmen t.
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Fine Workbenches & Vice Hardware

'LITTLE JOHN' is our new 5' workbench

Solid and robust in design. No more racking or wobbling!
- Traditional Joinery

- Splayed back legs

- Solid ash construction

- Two vices & bench dogs

ONLY £785

Find full details online at
www.rm-workbenches.co.uk
07920423123 | 01507 462572

Keep updated on our blog - www.TheEnglishWoodworker.com

viter.co.uk

TOOLSHOW

Sai 201h July & Sun 21st July 2013
at the AMEX Community Stadium

Last year's show saw over 2600 people attend what was the
biggest show ever staged in the area. This year the show over
doubles in size and features a GMC village (Guild of Master
Craftsmen) with all the latest puhiicotions and demonstrations.

Toolshow2013 will have improved food and drink offerings
wmumwmaﬂwmfwuummm-
a break whilst thumbing your favourite publication!

we have more than

doubled the space.

Again this year we will run the
pitch side demonstrations that
were so popular last year - details
will follow nearer the time.

v .1 . WLV \
for images and defails of the
2012 show.

We have many new exhibitors lined
up Including Leica and lasorliner levels
and mefers; Iriton, Kreg and benchdog
tools; The Mafell and Bosch stands
will increase capacify and will be one
of nearly 100 exhibitors on hand for
demons!mnons and advice.

ales@roviercutier.co.uk
ral- -/’/rn“\*ﬂog,drho@o

- £ 6

email: sa

ROUTER BITS DESIGNED & ENGINEERED FOR THE WOODWORKER
We are proud to be the UK and EU's only stockist of Whiteside Machine Company router bits
Whiteside have been manufacturing router bits for more than 30 years
We are committed to supplying quality tooling and efficient customer service
Stocks listed in our web-store are genuine & orders are dispatched from the UK
Inquiries, comments & suggestions are always very welcome
Please email: sales@routercutter.co.uk

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA

Voted no.1 router bit in both categories by
Fine Woodworking Magazine June 2007

in an 18 bit road-test evaluation.

Author's Choice - BEST OVERALL
Avuthor's Choice - BEST VALUE

10684
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BY ANDY KING

The spindle moulder

If a straw poll was taken to find out which machine puts
the fear of God into woodworkers, the chances are that
the spindle moulder would top the list. But it's a much
maligned and incredibly useful machine...

weren't trusted to use the machine for real

s an apprentice at college, | was

Ataughl how to set up and adjust all until our final year, and then only under strict
the workshop machinery found in one-to-one supervision.

smaller shops, such as the bandsaw, the

table saw, the mortiser and the planer Sensible safety

Safety is paramount on any machine, but
the spindle moulder commands that bit
more respect. Most woodworkers would
realise the dangers of coming into contact
machine; only our tutors or the workshop with a cutter, but on older machines many
technicians were allowed to do this. We accidents occurred after the machine had

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker April 2013

thicknesser. The spindle moulder was the
exception to the rule. We were all shown
how to swap knives and blocks, but we
were never allowed to work on a ‘live’
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There’s usually a hinged lid to allow access to
the spindle without removing the guards

n The Woodworker April 2013 www.getwoodworking.com

Some models have a set of rollers to give
a smoother run past the block

On wider work the side pressure guard
is used to cover the block aperture

been switched off. With no braking on the
motor, the cutters were all but invisible to a
careless user. A braked motor is an
essential part of any spindle moulder, and
should halt the cutter in less than ten
seconds no matter what size of block you
have fitted.

The importance of guarding

The spindle moulder is a very safe machine
for straight work once the guarding is set up
correctly. ‘Shaw” guards are used so that
pressure is applied downwards as well as
inwards and the work is held tight to the
fence and table; then all you need to do is
feed it through the block, photo 1. They
shroud the block area so any contact
should be minimised if you follow standard
procedures and use push sticks to make
the final part of the cut.

These guards are normally bolted to the
hood, often on a hinged plate to allow you
to gain access to the block as necessary,
photo 2, but without removing everything to
do so.

A variation on this is a set of rollers,
photo 3, looking like an in-line roller skate,




that makes the transfer of the work past the
cutter less restricted.

When machining wide, flat stock, only the
top guard is effective at applying pressure,
but the horizontal pressure guard still
provides a service to enclose the exposed
part of the block, photo 4.

Cutting curved work

The spindle moulder is a very adaptable
machine, and its ability to profile curved
work is an important part of its make-up.
For this, the ring fence plays its part,
photo 5, but this is an even more daunting
piece of kit than the standard set-up.

With the fence removed, you have to
present the work directly to the cutter and
that can create several additional dangers,
especially as far as kickback is concerned.
The ring fence acts as a guide for the
workpiece, allowing you to place it against
the fence at the side so the cutter block isn't
touching it and then to move it around to
bring it into the cutter, photo 6.

Fixing the template securely to the work is
vital. If you allow your work to be over-long,
which is good practice anyway, it can then
be a simple matter of driving a couple of
screws into the waste area, away from the
area being removed by the cutters.

Using a power feed

Fences are a safe enough option for
general spindle moulding with all the
guarding in place, but the use of a power
feed is a consideration that should be taken
very seriously.

A series of rubber wheels driven by an
independent motor feeds the stock past the
cutterblock, and can be orientated to put
pressure into the fence or down to the table,
depending on the cut, photo 7.

Using a power feed has two distinct
advantages. The first is increased safety, as
the risk of kickback or coming into contact
with the block area during machining is
removed. The second is the finish. Feeding
by hand may not give you the ultimate finish
that a smooth, consistent pass a power
feed offers.

Fence amendments

If | have one reservation about newer
spindle moulders, it's the use of aluminium
facings for fences. Older machines had
wooden facings, and these allowed false
fences to be fitted easily.

Tacking a sacrificial strip across the
fences to close in the aperture around the
block, photo 8, allows you to slide the
fences back in one go and break through

A ring fence is used for curved work
by running it against a template

The elliptical profile allows the work to be
introduced to the block slowly

A power feed is worth considering for maximum
safety and a premium finish

After tacking the false fence in place, the
machine fences are slid back as one

the strip, photo 9. This gives a zero-
clearance profile around the cutter for
maximum support, photo 10, with the
additional bonus of preventing work from
dragging back into the void that lies
between the block and the fence in normal
circumstances. With a metal fence you
should still be able to come up with some
sort of false fence set-up, but the original
design was far better in my opinion.

Sacrificial or false fences are an
integral part of spindle work

The result is a zero clearance fit to the block
for maximum support through the cut

The latest option is a set of sliding
fingers, photo 11, that slide from one fence
to the other to enclose the cutter and make
a continuous fence, in the same way as a
sacrificial false one does, photo 12.

The fence facings are usually
independent to each other so the stock is
still supported on the outfeed side, but they
can often be in slight twist to each other. A
tried and tested method for correcting this
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Some modern metal fences now have sliding
interlocking fingers to link the fences

Shimming the fences is common practice
on any spindle moulder

—

Current blocks have anti-kickback designs
as well as pin retention

is to shim the facings with pieces of paper
or thin card like to align the facings to each
other, photo 13.

Block design

Old-style cutterblocks were largely
responsible for the horrific injuries of spindle
moulder folklore. In its simplest form the

e s 203

They work in the same way, reducing the aperture
and giving continuous support to the worl

The block on the left has no anti-kickback knives,
S0 isn't suitable for manual feed work

Scoring or ‘nicker’ cutters give exceptionally
clean profiles on rebates

cutter knife was retained through a slot in
the spindle, not held in a separate block.
This was known as a ‘French head' and,
while quick and easy to set, it was the open
design that did the damage to anything that
got in the way.

Older blocks had the knives retained by
wedges forced against them with a bolt,

7

and while they worked well, any lack of
concentration in setting up could result in a
high-speed ejection of the knife and the risk
of serious injury to anyone nearby.

Various retention developments have
been made over the years, with serrated
locking grooves in the cutter and retention
wedge helping to eliminate cutter ejection
should it work loose, photo 14. Knives now
have to be retained by pins so that even if
they do work loose they can't be ejected,
photo 15.

Cutter variations

The inclusion of ‘nicker’ cutters on more
expensive blocks leaves a premium cut
where there is a quirk or rebate, eliminating

tearout where you need a crisp profile on
the finished work, photo 16.

Specialist shaper blocks are available in
all manner of profiles from sill blocks, scribe
and profile cutters, panel raisers, photo 17,
and beyond, allowing individual cutters to
be fitted and replaced as necessary,
photo 18. These are aimed squarely at
trade and professional level to minimise
down-time between swaps.

Blanking off

On the cutter safety front, the open areas of
blocks and blade-type slot cutters now have
to be chip-limited, either with a second set
of blank knives or with a reduced gullet on
a blade style. The idea is that should you
come into contact with a block or knife,
you'll still probably be injured... but the
offending body part should be deflected
away from the danger area by the limiters
rather than being dragged in and mangled.

Maximum versatility
Using just a single block, a massive number
of different profiles can be achieved with a




Specialist blocks are availabl o
operations such as panel raising... j ...and for profile-and-scribe work. They
all have replaceable cutters

selection of suitable knives. Simply raising
or lowering the block within the well can
expose differing profiles, as can backsetting
the fence, so you don't necessarily need a
big range of knives to do the basics; you
just need to be prepared to do a bit more
swapping around.

A further development on some models is
the tilting spindle, photo 19. On a simple
rebate block you now have a whole range
of bevel options, from big sill slopes down
to small bevel-edged beadings.

Older machines have the block held by a
large nut tightening directly onto the shaft,
but to make more of the machine a
countersunk tapped shaft (photo 20) allows g A .
suitable rebating blocks to be fitted for For additional versatility a tilting spindle offers A tapped spindle allows further diversity such as
tenon work if your machine meets the different profiles and variations tenon work with a suitable block
legislation requirements to do so.

A sliding carriage

Most of the mouldings we use run with the
grain, but a spindle moulder is also capable
of jointing work with tenons and scribing
joints. The tenon side of things will need a
spindle capable of taking a flush block to
allow the work to slide over the top, but
more importantly, a sliding carriage, photo
21. This makes the progression of the work
through the cut smooth and much safer
than relying on a home-made sled - or the
use of the mitre fence slot if the machine
has one.

Summing up

The spindle moulder is now a far safer
machine than it ever was, but it still
demands the utmost respect, so make sure
everything is tightened down, use common
sense and, if you don't have the luxury of a 4

power feed, remember that push sticks are / A

the most important accessory you have. Crossgrain work is easy to control if you have a sliding carriage




Unloved?
Unuseable?

RESTORE IT!

Stanley No.5 'before & after’ photo courtesy Peter Hemsley — The ToolPost

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel
Remove only the rust leaving sound metal unaffected.
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more
stunning ‘before & after’ examples on our website photo
galleries. Find local and international stockists on the
website.

Shield Technology Limited.

Unit 69, Grimsby Business Centre
King Edward Street,

Grimsby, DN31 3JH

Tel: +44 (0)1472 360699
Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685
Email: info@shieldtechnology.co.uk
www.shieldtechnology.co, uk

Distributor enquiries welcome

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY

Guarding Against Corrosion

A specialist event with a difference Mm inwood- St
Fw&mufma for wonder it will be a celebration ™} .37
woodwork and woodworkers.
Demnnstﬂtions wlll include carving and sculpture, fine furniture i
making, musical instrument making, displ aE by tmdmonal ﬂetdms -y
?ndhebowyers. chain saw carving, hurdle nt‘i tetand 4

athe turning, sign writing, labyrinth ma ute ma Do)
traditional gypsy caravan displays. There will be a working mobile ESET e
sawmill on site, so if you want to bring your own tree, it can beultforyoul
Workshops, for both adults and duldren are free and include activities such as
archery, willow weaving, spoon wittling, withy work, papermaking, gypsy flower
making, pole lathe turning, scrap wood, puppet making, jewellery making, den
building, and Monkey -do tree climbing.

. ah Afriendly, relaxed and extraordinary event with
somethn;g for all the family. Allow time to enjoy a

wealth of excellent locally sourced and produced

food and a drink from our licenced bar. {

Weird and Wonderful Wood is a unique and exciting event

= which is never the same from year to year. There are new
things happening and new experiences every time, including

many spontaneous happenings from street performers and

acoustic musicians alike. But one aspect never changes, the

event’s very special atmosphere that sees peopk

commg back yearafter year rt' X, T

Satnrdag
10.30 - 6.00pm

Sundag
10.30 - 5.00pm

Adults £6
Concessions £4

Children:
under 12's £3
under 3's free

Further details phone: Tarby Damrpm 01359 240724 or emaufwby@mbydamnn com

Henry Taylor Tools

Peacock Estate

Livesey Street

Sheffield $6 2BL

Tel: +44 (0)114 234 0282

Fax: +44 (0)114 285 2015

email: sales@henrytaylortools.co.uk
website:www.henrytaylortools.co.uk
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Makers of fine hand tools since 1834. Each
individual tool is hand forged and hand
finished by our Sheffield craftsman.
Choose from our vast selection of cranked
paring, incannel paring, incannel &
outcannel firmer gouges, registered
mortice, cranked bevel edge paring, long
thin paring, bevel edge socket, heavy
duty socket firmer, offset sockets, short
cranks and swan necks. They will perform
and serve you well for many years to
come. See our website for a list of stockists
or simply contact the office.




Rise-and-fall bench WORKSHOP

BY ALAN HOLTHAM

Emergency ward 10

My major workshop reorganisation continues apace,
and I've at last faced up to the realisation that it isn’t
the size of the workshop that matters; it’s optimising
the layout for the type of work you do

s a machine geek I've been steadily
Aaccumu!atlng a vast array of shop

equipment for years and then
shoehorning it into an ever-diminishing
space, often with little regard for its usability
or, more importantly, for its usefulness. The
result of this is a very well-equipped shop,
but with very little space in it to actually
make anything!

Making space

This was really brought home recently when
a large project necessitated working outside
in the cold and wet as there just wasn't

enough room in my warm and cosy
workshop. For a long time I've dreamed of
having a big space inside for a large
assembly table... and preferably one that's
variable in height as my ageing back
becomes more and more resistant to
endless bending.

With this in mind | decided to have a
ruthless review of my workshop contents
with the idea of making some serious work
space. First to go was the radial arm saw
and its bench, photo 1, which was taking
up a lot of room for the amount of use it got.
In fact it was used more as a stand for my




WORKSHOP Rise-and-fall bench

The bed’s height can be adjusted up to a
maximum of about 850mm: perfect!

| couldn’t envisage a future use for the tilt
mechanism, but left it in place anyway

| drilled holes round the frame to take the fixing screws for the benchtop

The spare bed came in handy as | cut the blockboard sheets to size on it!

s, .i s v y
One large pedal controls the rise and fall,
while the other locks the wheels

sliding compound mitre saw, which is far
more accurate anyway. The timber storage
underneath was another waste of space as
the offcuts were rarely used. I've now
resolved to deal with them as they occur,
and the few actually usable pieces are now
stored in a shed outside.

Stand and deliver
In place of the RAS, | bought a dedicated
stand for my SCMS with pull-out extensions
and stops, photo 2. This now easily copes
with long lengths and the extensions then
just slide out of the way when [I've finished
with them. It's also fully mobile so | can take
it outside to work if required.

Next | had a hard look at my panel saw,
photo 3. This again monopolised the centre
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of the workshop and in reality got little use.
The crosscut function of the sliding table
was now covered by the SCMS, and for
panel work and ripping | bought a plunge
saw and track which has proved to be
superb and so accurate. It makes much
more sense to me working on my own to
take the saw to the panel, rather than
struggling to lift it onto a sawbench.

With these two machines gone and a few
quid in my pocket, | now had the room to build
a decent-sized assembly bench: hooray!

Lateral thinking

| mentioned earlier that | wanted the bench
to be height-adjustable, so | spent some
time looking at ready-made options. A
motorcycle lift looked a good possibility...

until | found out that they were very
expensive and very heavy. What's more,
they rise and fall diagonally so they take up
a lot more space than you think

| pondered for a while about making the
rise-and-fall mechanism myself. Then a
chance visit to a friend in hospital provided
the ‘eureka’ moment when | saw his bed
being lowered during a treatment. Here was
the perfect solution: a piece of equipment
that was height-adjustable, tiltable and easily
movable thanks to four large lockable
rubber-wheeled castors. | was sure | could
adapt such a bed into the perfect bench. The
heavy-duty hydraulic mechanism would be
more than strong enough for what | needed,
but would cost a fortune if you had to buy
the components and fabricate it yourself.




The bed was a bit too long, so | shortened it
and added a new hardwood end piece

| cut away the bumper holders and flushed
them off with my angle grinder

The crosspieces needed packing up to
get them level with the outer frame

| applied glue to the crosspieces and droppect the assembled top into place

After positioning it, | drove fixing screws up into it through the outer frame

Finding a bed

In these situations eBay is usually your best
friend, and a quick search revealed a
number of ex-hospital beds for sale. Sadly
they were all quite expensive and were
located a long way away from me. However,
patience is a virtue and | eventually saw a
listing for two beds as a job lot located about
40 miles from my workshop. A quick skirmish
with the bidding saw me bag the pair for £72
—areal bargain! Admittedly they did have
to be collected, but they fitted easily on my
trailer and | soon had them back in my yard,
photo 4, ready for conversion.

Spoilt for choice
My first job was to put the two beds side
by side and choose the better one as the

foundation for my new bench. They were
actually both in pretty good condition, but
the tilt mechanism was a bit worn on one
of them so the decision was made for me.
The ends just lift out, leaving you a
good-sized platform with pedals at either
side operating the rise-and-fall
mechanism. The height range goes from
about 450 up to 850mm, so at the top of
the range it's a comfortable height for
working on small projects, photo 5.

| couldn't really see a use for the bed's
tilt mechanism, photo 6, but | left it in
place; you can actually tilt the platform
either way should you need to. More useful
perhaps is the pull-out extension at one
end, which although not over-strong is still
very serviceable.

Stripping the bed
After giving the bed a thorough wash in a
bacterial cleaning solution, it was time to
start work on what | expected to be a
relatively easy conversion. The mattress
support was riveted in place, but a few
minutes’ work with the drill soon had this
removed. Now you can see just how beefy
the whole mechanism is, with one large foot
pedal to control height and another for the
three-position wheel-locking mechanism,
photo 7. Depending how far you press the
pedal you can have all the castors free, lock
just two at one end, or lock all four.
Although I'd made plenty of space in the
workshop, the bed was still a bit too long to
be comfortable across the width of the
room, particularly with a bigger top fitted.

o s 2025 [N




WORKSHOP Rise-and-fall bench

| wanted to lip the top, so first | trimmed the blockboard edges flush

A quick pass with a radius bit in the router rounded over all the edges

The softwood lipping was pinned and glued on, and cramped at the corners

Cellulose sanding sealer and a coat of wax finished off my new bench nicely!

However, I'm a dab hand with a hacksaw
and soon had it reduced in length by about
450mm. | then plugged the ends of the
tubes and screwed on a new hardwood
crosspiece, photo 8.

A little more surgery

The corner bumpers seemed unnecessary
and their holders stuck up above the main
frame, so | cut them away and gave the
supports the angle grinder treatment to
flush them off, photo 9.

I now had a flat outer frame, but the
crosspieces needed packing up slightly to
get them level, photo 10. | fixed the packers
in place with self-tapping screws. | then
drilled some holes through the edge of the
frame and countersunk them from below to
ready to receive the fixing screws for the
new benchtop, photo 11.

Double lamination

The benchtop is made from two sheets of
18mm blockboard. | cut these to size using
the plunge saw, resting them on the spare
bed as a platform, photo 12; it looks as
though the system is going to work! | then
glued them together with PVA adhesive. For
large areas like this, | find that the best way
to get an even coverage of glue is to use a
decorator’s small paint roller to apply it.

BN v o 0

| then screwed the boards together from
what will be the underside using 32mm long
screws, working from the middle outwards.

The top goes on
| applied some more PVA glue to the
crosspieces of the frame and then dropped
the top in place, photo 13. After positioning
it as required, | drove screws up through the
holes in the metal frame from the underside
to fix it in place, photo 14.

| was slightly worried at this stage that the
frame had a very slight bow across the
width, but screwing the top on actually
pulled the frame up to the top rather than
the other way round, which is not what |
expected. Surprisingly it's now spot-on for
level across the width.

Finishing touches
You can leave it at that if you wish, but |
wanted to lip the benchtop for a neater
finish so | used my router with a bearing-
guided router bit and a straightedge to trim
the edges of both pieces of blockboard
flush, photo 15. This is the easiest way to
get a perfect 90° edge on large sheets such
as this.

| glued and pinned the softwood lipping
in place, and used sash cramps across the
corners to pull the mitres up tight, photo 16.

| then rounded over the lipping to remove
the sharp edges using a small radius bit in
the router, photo 17.

To finish the job | brushed on three coats
of cellulose sanding sealer. | deliberately
didn't flat down between coats; | wanted the
surface to have a slightly rough feel that
would prevent things from slipping around
on it. | then applied a coat of wax and
polished this off in the hope that any glue
spills wouldn't stick to the top, photo 18.
Wel'll see if this works!

Operation success

So there's the finished bench. It's early days
yet, but so far I've been very impressed with
it. It's strong, easy to move around, locks its
wheels instantly and can be used at waist
height for small-scale work, or dropped
right down to keep bigger projects at a
suitable working height. It's all just so easy
and user-friendly, and it cost me less than
£100 including the spare bed!

It's wonderful to have a big clear area to
work on, and my back is already feeling the
benefit. This conversion is no substitute for
a proper workbench for heavy chopping
and planing, but it's plenty strong enough
for power tool use and assembly work. It's
certainly one of the best things I've ever
done in the workshop.
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WORKSHOP Shop notes

very short holiday when a client
cancelled a job at the last minute. So
this year we were determined to seek a
better work/life balance and take more time
off. However, with only limited leisure
opportunities available at this time of year,
I've spent most of my time on the computer
catching up on all those little jobs that end
up taking ages to sort out.

I ast year we managed to get only a

Website update

Firstly I've reorganized our website. We set
this up back in November 2009, and we've
had quite a bit of work from it. However
we've never had time to keep it updated,
and unless a website changes I'm told that
search engines such as Google start to
ignore it. So we've kept the layout the same
but added more kitchens and furniture,
photo 1, and removed most of the joinery.
If you'd like to have a look, please go to
www.shropshire-woodsmiths.co.uk

Cutting back the joinery

There are quite a few reasons why we
decided to try to reduce the amount of
joinery we do. For start, it's hard to compete
on price with the big manufacturers. It's
heavy work at the best of times. It normally
means working outside at the mercy of the
weather, and Building Regulations are
getting so strict that it’s getting increasingly
difficult to make compliant timber windows
and doors. Part L of the Regulations, which
covers insulation, is due to change again
this year and will push everyone further
toward uPVC windows, which unlike wood
is about as far from being ecologically
sound as you can get! How times change...

Taking the tablets

Last month we bought an iPad, and it's
made internet browsing a lot easier as | can
sit in front of the fire and surf the web! This
has encouraged me to take a better look at
the magazine's website, and in particular to
investigate The Woodworker digital archive.
For subscribers, it has every copy of the
magazine printed since January 2007
available to view; that is bar one, as they've
missed the Autumn Special from 2008! This
makes it very easy to look through back
issues when seeking inspiration for a
project, and I've been re-reading quite a few
articles to get myself motivated into heading
for my cold workshop.

Looking after No 1
With little work on, we have quite a few
projects that we want to do for ourselves.
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BY KEITH SMITH

Shop
note

The one drawback with
being self-employed is that
you don’t like turning work
away in case it never
comes back. For the last
18 months we’ve been so
busy as a result that we've
been working seven days a
week. We decided that this
year would be different...

We need a new front door, a couple of chest
of drawers and a hall table, and that is just
the start of the list! | find it best to get my
ideas on paper with a pencil and to scribble
away until | have something that looks right
before turning to the computer to make
some accurate drawings.

Having done a lot of technical drawing at
school, | like TurboCAD for two-dimensional
drawings as the process is very much like
drawing with a pencil. I've been using it for
over ten years and I'm pretty good at 2D
drawings, but try as | might | haven't been
able to produce any good 3D drawings with
it. It's so full of features that the initial
learning curve far too steep without having
expensive training. However for 2D working
drawings it's excellent. TurboCAD Deluxe
costs £81.69 from Avanquest Software.

Cracking the nut
A couple of years ago | tried SketchUp,
which is a free (for the simplified version at
least) 3D drawing package from Google,
and | couldn’t get my head around how that
worked either. Now with a bit more time on
my hands I've had another go, and thanks
to a few helpful instructional videos on
YouTube I've now managed to create a
really good 3D drawing of the kitchen island
we made last month, photo 2.

| think the reason | had trouble with it is
that it works in a completely different way to
TurboCAD, or in fact any other CAD
package I've tried. It has few controls; most
of the drawing is done by pulling out or




pushing in squares and rectangles. This
may sound odd but it works incredibly well,
and is completely intuitive once you've
grasped the concept. Including watching
the videos it took me just a day to produce
a decent drawing of the island unit,

photo 3. It will also produce a realistic
photo image, but that will have to wait until
| have more time to do my homework.

A big advantage of using SketchUp is
that | can email the image file to a potential
customer and they can download the
program for free, which allows them to look
at the image in 3D on their own computer.

Moisture trouble

| got a call recently to investigate why a
door we made last year was sticking. The
door is particularly exposed and we ‘d
made it with plenty of space between each
vertical plank and around the door itself, so
we weren't too worried about it, thinking |
would just need to plane the door edges.
However, when we arrived we discovered
the door had literally blown itself apart.
Fortunately we were able to remove it and
take it back to the workshop for repair.

A complete re-build

The first thing | did was to check the
moisture content of the wood, and at
around 26 per cent it was way higher than
the 18 to 20 per cent I'd have expected. The
panels had expanded, bowing the door
(photo 4) and ultimately tearing the bottom
tenon apart, photo 5. There was nothing to
do but make a new door using as many of
the old pieces as possible.

This time we slimmed the existing panels,
added an extra one to give us more joints to
allow for movement, added a pair of braces,
photo 6, and reassembled the door leaving
around 2mm between each plank, photo 7.

Clear and present danger

Our customers had asked for a clear finish
on the door. We'd given it four coats of
exterior Danish oil, but this had obviously
allowed the oak to absorb a lot of moisture.
With hindsight we'd have probably been
better off using Sikkens Cetol. However, this
is now water-based, and even though we
thoroughly sanded the wood down, we
didn’t want to risk using it over the existing
Danish oil, so we chose instead to use
Osmo UV Protection Qil. Only time will tell if
this is enough to deal with the movement
caused by the very wet weather we've been
getting. Of course we could have a tropical
heat-wave this coming summer, causing the
boards to shrink excessively, but at least
then we could go away on holiday!

Shropshire-Woodsmiths

Our new website now features more
kitchens and very little joinery

...and this is the
SketchUp drawing

| made of the island
- minus the black
granite worktop

i

The planks had expanded across their
width and badly bowed the door

We removed the old mortises, made new rails
and added a pair of diagonal braces

We reassembled the door with plastic spacers
between the planks to allow for more movement

This is the kitchen island unit we made
just prior to last Christmas...

The expansion had completely torn the
tenon away from the bottom rail

We were asked recently to make a small
bookcase, but the wall against which it was to
stand was clearly damp. So we made it with very
loose panels in the back and a big overlap at the
rear of the top to keep the unit well away from
the wall and allow plenty of ventilation behind it.
The main photo opposite shows the final result
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Better bowls 1| TURNING

BY BOB CHAPMAN

10 steps to better bowls

Most turners make bowls, but they don’t all make them equally well. | often see
bowls which could have been improved with a little more thought, so I've drawn
up ten simple steps to help you get better results. Here are the first five...

and you may never commit the idea to
paper as long as you can see it clearly in
your mind's eye.

DESIGN YOUR BOWL

Parent to toddler with paintbrush and paper:
‘What are you painting?’

Toddler: ‘Don’t know. Haven't finished it yet!'

All too often, | suspect, turners mount a

piece of wood on the lathe and begin work
on it before they've really considered what
they actually want to make. Yes, they know
it's going to be a

Look and learn

An eye for good design has to be cultivated.
We’'re not born with one and it doesn't just
happen. Develop it by studying the work of
other turners, and look at examples made
of glass, pottery and even plastic.

bowl, but they
haven't thought
about the overall
shape they want,

Concentrate on the overall shape and try to
analyse why you like (or dislike) it. Look for
smooth, flowing curves, and keep an eye
open for bumps and hollows which interrupt

the style of the rim
or the foot, whether
it will be decorated
(photo 1) and so on.
Always design
your bowl before
you start making it.
There are lots of
variables involved,
and it's always a
good idea to have
thought about at
least some of them before you start work. A
few simple sketches might help, but they
aren't essential. Thinking about your design inexperienced turners that, since trees are
is the most important step in getting it right, round and bowls are round, a bowl is made

the flow and spoil the shape. Study the
proportions and decide whether they work
or not. Develop a critical eye and consider
how the shapes you see might have been
improved. Often the simplest of designs
work best, photo 2. All of this will lead you
towards better designs of your own. Fig 1
overleaf shows some typical bowl profiles;
shapes 1, 3, 5 and 8 work well, but the
others all suffer from a variety of flaws.

3 cHOOSE YOUR TIMBER

There's a widespread belief amongst

Crisp texturing can make a striking
decoration on the wall of a bowl
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Fig 1
1 3
4 6
/ B
7/ 9

Extremely simple bow! designs such as this can
be very effective

...but they all cracked with disastrous
consequences as they dried out

Peter Bishop cut a series of
chunky log slices to make

small bowls...

Grain
direction

f

Grain
direction

The grain direction can be clearly seen
running across this small ash bowl

Take care to avoid
any obvious cracks
when marking out a
bowl blank

7

7z

from a slice across the tree trunk (or branch).
Unfortunately this is not the case. When a
newly felled ‘wet’ timber log dries out, it
almost always cracks from the pith centre
outwards or from the outside in towards the
pith centre. This happens as the heartwood
and the sapwood lose moisture and shrink at
different rates. A slice across the log, and any
bowl made from it, will crack in the same way
and for the same reason.

In his article ‘Apples and pears' (The
Wooaworker, September 2012), Peter Bishop
described this problem in detail when he
attempted to make some small bowls from
log slices, photo 3. Despite his best efforts to
dry them slowly after turning them, he was
unable to prevent them from cracking
badly,as you can see in photo 4.

The right cut
Fig 2 illustrates how a bowl blank
should be taken from a log. The grain
should run across the bowl from
side to side, photo 5. This vastly
reduces the chance of cracking in
the finished bowl, but nothing will
eliminate the possibility entirely.
Never include the pith centre in a
bowl: it will encourage cracking. The
orientation of the bowl in relation to the
centre and the bark may determine the shape
of the rim, and in bowl blank A in fig 2, a
natural bark edge might be retained. Some
distortion of the bowl! will also occur as the
timber dries further but, assuming you start
with reasonably dry timber, this further
movement should be small.
| buy air-dried timber from a local sawmill
and keep it in the workshop to dry out for a
couple of months before cutting bowl blanks
from it. | try to avoid any obvious cracks when
cutting my circles, photo 6, and as a result
cracking of a finished piece is virtually
unheard of. Occasionally there is some
movement after turning, but it's usually so
slight as to be unnoticeable unless you are
really searching for it.

[E] MOUNT THE BLANK

You need to have some idea of how you're
going to proceed in order to create the bowl
you've designed. For the most part this
means figuring out the order in which you
will do things, and how you will hold the
workpiece while you do it. | always follow the
same procedure.

W Hold the top of the bowil (the bit that

will be hollowed out) first while shaping

the underside.

W Hold the underside of the bowl while
hollowing out the top.




W Hold the top again while removing all
trace of the previous holding method on the
underside. Of course, the secret lies in how
to execute these three holds.

There are many ways of holding a bowl
blank on the lathe, and the chosen method
will depend on the individual turner, the
equipment he or she has available, and
what exactly the planned design calls for.
Let's have a look at the options.

Faceplates

A faceplate is a metal disc which will screw
onto the lathe spindle and which has
several holes for screwing it to the bowl
blank. So long as you use suitably sized
screws, a faceplate is a very secure
means of mounting a bowl blank,
and some turners make it

even more secure by !
drilling extra screw holes

in the faceplate.

Obviously the faceplate X
should be central on the LS
bowl blank, but as the centre
of the faceplate is a rather large
threaded hole, it is often
positioned by eye, with varying
degrees of success. If the faceplate is
not central, the blank will not turn true, and
the diameter will have to be reduced to
‘bring it back to round’.

Atrick | use to improve the positioning of
the faceplate is to stick two pieces of tape
across the faceplate so exactly half of each
screw hole is exposed, photo 7. The edges
of the tape cross in the centre of the
faceplate and help you to position it with
precision on the marked centre of the
blank, photo 8. The strips can be left in
place until they wear out.

The faceplate is always attached to the
face of the blank which will eventually be
hollowed out to make the bowl. In this way
all traces of the screw holes are removed
during that stage of the turning. Don't even
think about leaving screw holes in the
underside of your finished bowl, concealed
by stuck-on green felt!

Screw chucks

A screw chuck is a device for holding the
blank on a single screw. Photo 9 shows a
couple of small home-made screw chucks,
and a large one which was bought with the
chuck it's fitted in. Only the larger one is
used for holding something as large as a
bowl blank. Note that the screw has a lip
which is held behind the jaws, so it can’t
come out of the chuck once the jaws are
tightened onto it. The bowl blank has a
matching hole drilled in the middle, usually

I 4

Stick pieces of tape across the faceplate to
cover exactly half the screw holes

Screw chucks are easily made and are an
extremely versatile mounting

To make a paper-and-glue joint, sandwich a
piece of paper between the components

around 8mm in diameter and as deep as
necessary to accommodate the length of
the screw, photo 10. The screw shown
protrudes 20mm in front of the chuck jaws
and has been used to turn bowls up to
350mm in diameter.

The hole for the screw chuck is always
drilled in the face of the blank which will
eventually be hollowed out to make the
bowl. Don't drill it any deeper than
necessary, or it may start to dictate the
depth of your bowl because you have to
hollow at least as deep as the screw hole.

Make sure that the blank is screwed up

The edges of the tape cross in the centre of
the hole and make positioning easier

The screw should be just long enough
to hold the blank securely

After turning, the two components can be
separated and cleaned up

tight against the face of the jaws. This is
essential to stop it wobbling when the lathe
is turned on.

Other methods

There are several other methods you can
use to hold a bowl blank — pin chucks,
expanding jaws into a recess, paper and
glue joints (photos 11 and 12) and so on,
but for ease and security the methods
described above are hard to beat. Before
doing anything else, bring up the tailstock
centre and use it to mark the centre of the
blank permanently. Leave it there for
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After mounting the blank, use a bow! gouge
to shape its edge to a true circle

Start shaping the spigot by cutting into
the blank with a 3mm parting tool

Use the long point of a skew chisel to convert
the sides to a dovetail profile

You can leave the raised centre to form
a decorative feature later on

additional support if you're unsure about
the security of your chucking.

At this point in the process | usually turn
the edge of the blank, photo 13, converting
it to a true circle.

[} PREPARE TO REVERSE

Although the underside hasn't been done
yet, you must think ahead to how you will
hold the bowl while you're hollowing it out.
The two most common methods are to form
a dovetail-shaped spigot that can be
gripped by the chuck jaws in compression
mode, or to form a dovetail-shaped recess
into which the jaws of the chuck can be
expanded. Whichever you prefer, remember

T st e 203

If you prefer to form a recess, undercut
the sides to form an internal dovetail

- PhA et 3
Decide how big the foot should be and
cut in a little way at the mark

that the spigot or recess is not the foot of
the bowl, and that you will eventually have
to modify the recess or remove the spigot to
do a proper job.

Spigot preferred
| always form a spigot unless there is some
compelling reason why a recess should be
used... and there rarely is. In my opinion the
chuck'’s grip on a spigot is stronger than in
a recess, where pressure from the curved
outer edge of the jaws must hold the blank.
Over-expanding the jaws in a recess might
split the blank, especially as the bowl
becomes thinner during turning.

It is also difficult to get callipers to the
centre of a bowl if it's recess-mounted. This
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means that the thickness of wood over the
recess can't be measured, but it will always
be less than you can actually see. With a
spigot the thickness of the bowl bottom can
be measured from the front of the jaws, so
you always know where you stand.

The right size

The size of the spigot must, of course,
match the size of the chuck. Determine the
minimum diameter of the chuck jaws and
make a spigot with a diameter about
5-10mm bigger than this. This ensures that
the corners of the jaws will dig into the
spigot slightly, increasing the grip.

Begin by cutting into the blank with a
3mm (%in) parting tool to form a parallel-
sided spigot about 6mm deep, photo 14.
Remove the waste wood with a bowl gouge,
leaving the spigot standing proud. Then use
the long point of a skew chisel to shape the
sides of the spigot into a dovetail profile,
photo 15. Make sure that the surface at the
bottom of the dovetail is slightly concave so
that the outer edge of the jaws will seat
properly all around the spigot and prevent
any wobbling.

If you are using a recess for any reason,
undercut the sides to form an internal
dovetail, photo 16. The centre can be left
raised to form a decorative feature later on if
you wish, photo 17.

IEJ FIT A PROPER FOOT

This dovetail spigot is not the foot of the
bowl. The spigot must fit the chuck, while
the foot must fit the bowl. A foot with a
diameter about a third of the bowl diameter
usually looks about right from the design
point of view.

Decide on the size and cut in by about
4-5mm to mark out the foot, photo 18. If
you've decided to use a recess, cut in to the
same depth as your recess. You will then
have a reference from which to measure
wall thickness, and enough wood to shape
a proper foot.

Next month I'll move on to describing the
turning process proper, and show you five
more steps that will help you to get a better
bowl every time.

GETTING EXTRA HELP
Bob's double DVD entitled ‘Bowled Over’
expands and illustrates many of the
techniques explained here. It runs for 2

hours 40 minutes, and is available direct
from Bob at £19.99 plus £1.84 p&p

Visit www.bobchapman.co.uk for more
information and contact details.




Lathes

4
Chucks
4
TOOI S Patriot Chucks
$ SuperNova Chucks
Record G3 Chucks
Hardware Chuck accessories
4
: CUBIC BORON NITRIDE
Abrasives Grinding Wheels
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POIiShes g::if::: ::::::Mﬂ in size
Grinds on face and edge
No mess, long life
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Trend grinder £147.95

Respirators one %

Microcrystalline grinding
@ wheels also in stock

Wood
blanks
¢
Pyrography
machines

Hundreds of wood blanks
on display and priced

Shop is open
Tuesday to
Friday

9to 4
Saturdays
9to 12

We have manufactured fine pyrography tools for over 40 years. ‘
Outfits starting at £99.75 -

Order online www.peterchild.co.uk
or telephone 01787 237291

PETER CIHIILD

WOODTURNING SUPPLIES
The Old Hyde, Little Yeldham, Nr Halstead, Essex CO9 4QT
Tel 01787 237291 Fax 01787 238522 www.peterchild.co.uk

“~Yandles

TIMBER | TOOLS | MACHINERY | HOBBY | GIFTS

YANDLES
SPRING SHOW

Friday April 5th & Saturday April 6th 2013
10am - 5pm Friday and 10am - 4pm Saturday
Free Entry and Parking
TOP DEMONSTRATIONS INCLUDING: WOODTURNING, CARVING,
ROUTING, MARQUETRY, CHAIR MAKING, FURNITURE RESTORATION,
TOOL SHARPENING, STEAMING, PYROGRAPHY, TIMBER FRAMING,
STICK MAKING AND CRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS

WOODWORKING MACHINERY, TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES,

REPRESENTING MANY LEADING MANUFACTURERS

THE BEST SELECTION OF TIMBER TO BE FOUND AT ANY
WOODWORKING SHOW IN BRITAIN!

Massive Sale and Special Show Prices on Timber, Machinery, Tools, Craft Accessories etc.

Sale in our Hobbies Centre plus demonstrations « Refreshment Marquee
« Craft Gallery - Easy Access « AA signposted

Info Sheet available from mid-March — or fook on our Web-site at:
www.yandles.co.uk

Yandle & Sons Ltd, Hurst Works, Martock, Somerset TA12 6JU
01935 822207 online-info@yandles.co.uk

ADD A NEW DIMENSION
T0 YOUR WORK WITH

i, metal '"

Online Store

TOdaY‘ Easy to use tools that do

o %mm not require heat or power
of this

-Lx.

Ideal wherever wood and steel can combine to make stylish...

Furniture

Clocks

Signs

Frames & Decorative Panels
and so much more

Call today for our free Catalogue and if you quote the promo code “MGWW12"
we will send you our new demo DVD free of charge

J & CR Wood, Dept MGWW12, FREEPOST NEA15848, Hull HU5 1BR
01482 345067 | info@jandcrwood.co.uk

www.metal-craft.co.uk




TURNING Pewter-edge bowl

BY COLIN SIMPSON

A silver lining

There are times when turned wood needs something to
complement its looks. I've written before of colouring
and texturing my work. This month I'm going to show
you how | sometimes add pewter to enhance the

beauty of my chosen medium

diameter and 756mm thick for this project.

It's not quite a burr, but it does have
some attractive pippy figuring. | think darker
woods such as brown oak, walnut or jarrah
work best because they contrast well with
the pewter, although I've seen a stunning
rippled sycamore platter with a pewter rim.

I selected a piece of oak 170mm in

First shapings
Cut the blank to a rough circle, screw it to a
faceplate or screw chuck and mount it on
the lathe. Use a fingernail bowl gouge to
true up the edge, photo 1, and then use a
pull cut to first flatten and then start shaping
the bottom, photo 2.

| like to cut the chucking spigot as soon

Fig 1

2mm step

Parallel
outside rim

m The Woodworker April 2013 www.getwoodworking.com

Start the turning by truing up the edge of the
blank with a fingernail bowl gouge

Use a pull cut to flatten and then to
start shaping the bottom surface

With the handle held low, shear-cut the
surface to get a fine finish

Hollow out the bowl, starting in the middle
and working towards the rim




as possible; in this case it's a
dovetail spigot that | cut
with a skew, photo 3.
Then with the corner of
the skew, cut a small V
right in the centre of
the spigot, photo 4.
This pop mark will help
you to centre the piece
when it is reverse-chucked
later to finish the bottom.
Now shape the bottom of the bowl
using a combination of pull cuts and push
cuts, photo 5. When you are happy with the
outside shape — mine is a classic ogee or S
shape — shear-cut the surface using a smaller
fingernail gouge, photo 6. The surface
doesn't have to be perfect at this stage; final
finishing is done after the pewter is added.

Reverse procedure

Turn the bowl around and hollow out the
inside to the final shape, photo 7; again the
surface finish doesn't have to be perfect at
this stage. Cut a step on the inside rim
using a skew chisel or parting tool. Mine is
2mm wide and 2mm deep, photo 8. It's
important to make the outside rim square
and parallel to this step as the pewter will
locate over it - see fig 1 opposite. Measure
both the diameter of the bowl and the
diameter of the internal wall of the step,
photo 9. These need to be accurate.

Making the pewter mould

Next remove the chuck and bowl from the
lathe and mount a 200mm diameter piece
of 18mm thick mdf on a faceplate. True up
the face, then measure and mark the
perimeter of the bowl and the step onto the
face, photo 10. Add 2mm to the bowl's

diameter and subtract 2mm from the step’s
diameter, then draw two concentric circles
on the mdf at these marks. So, for example,
if your bowl is 165mm in diameter and the
diameter of the internal wall of the step is
155mm, your two parallel circles should be
167mm and 153mm in diameter

3 R T
Cut the dovetail chucking spigot next
using a skew chisel

Cut a small step on the inside of the rim
with the skew or parting tool

2 A ‘ B
Then use the corner of the skew to make
a small V that will act as a pop mark

Start to shape the outside of the bowl
with pull and push cuts

Transfer these measurements to 200mm
diameter blank of 18mm mdf

Measure the diameter of the bowl and
the inside of the step accurately




TURNING Pewter-edge bowl

N m a
Cut a parallel-sided groove 5mm deep
in the mdf with a parting tool

| prefer to use lead-free ingots if possible;
these were bought on eBay

| melt them in an old stainless steel teapot,
but you can use a lipped pan

Cut a groove 2mm deep with a parting tool
to match the depth of the step

Use the flat tip of an old screwdriver to
release the casting from the mould

Test its fit on the bowl; mine still had
a small gap around the inside

Then switch to a a round-nosed scraper
to blend in the curves underneath

pae -

After sanding the pewter to 1500 grit, apply
some burnishing cream

Reverse-chuck the piece onto a small
wooden dolly to clean up the foot...

respectively. It also means that the width of
your step is Smm.

Use a parting tool to cut a parallel-sided
groove about 5mm deep between these
two circles, photo 11. Clean up the groove
and remove all the dust from it. Take the
mdf and faceplate off the lathe and put it on
a flat, level surface.

Melting the pewter
Photo 12 shows some pewter ingots | bought
on eBay. These are lead-free, which | prefer.
You can, of course, buy old pewter ornaments,
tankards and the like and melt them down, but
I'm not sure of the lead content of these
and the fumes from molten lead aren't good
for you, so | tend to steer clear.

| melt the pewter on a camping-gas stove

e oo 05

in an old stainless steel teapot, photo 13. You
can use an old saucepan, but make sure you
use one that has a pouring lip. Pewter melts at
between 170° and 220°C depending on the
alloy composition, and it doesn't take long
to melt it on a gas stove. Don't forget to
wear an oven glove when you pick it up!

Once it's molten, pour it carefully into
your mdf mould, photo 14, and leave it to
cool. The pewter ring should remain in the
mould while it's being turned, but to be on
the safe side | apply a few drops of
superglue around the edge, photo 15,
before re-mounting it on the lathe.

Turning the pewter
Before you start this stage, clear all the
turning debris from the area. The swarf from

the pewter can be collected and re-used,
so it's a good idea not to mix it up with
wood shavings. Reduce the speed of the
lathe to 400-450rpm.

Use a %in spindle gouge to true up the
surface, photo 16; then mark the width of
the rim of the bowl in the centre of the
pewter ring. In the example above, this
was 5mm. Use a parting tool to cut a
groove 2mm deep - the depth of the step
in the bowl, photo 17. Try to cut this
accurately, but err on the side of the
groove being too narrow rather than too
wide. It's easier to adjust the width of the
bowl’s rim than it is to cut the pewter.
When the groove is complete, use the flat
tip of an old screwdriver to lever the ring
out, photo 18.
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When the pewter has melted, pour it carefully
into the groove in the mould

A little superglue ensures that the ring
stays put whilst it's being worked

Use a spindle gouge to flatten the surface of
the pewter, then mark the rim width on it

A little adjustment on the lathe was
required to ensure a perfect fit

...or add another smaller pewter ring around
the foot to complement the top one
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Now you can superglue the ring onto
the bowl, which is still on its chuck

The two rings balance the piece
and frame the wood to perfection

Fitting the ring

Remount the chuck and bowl on the lathe
and test-fit the pewter ring. Photo 19 shows
the ring fitting nicely over the diameter of
the bowl, but there is a gap between the
inside and the ring. | needed to reduce the
depth of the step by a fraction, photo 20, to
allow the ring to fit perfectly.

When you're happy with the fit, superglue
the ring in place. | prefer to do this off the
lathe, photo 21, but note I'm still keeping
the bowl in the chuck. Allow the glue to cure
and remount the piece on the lathe.

Use a %in spindle gouge to shape the
top of the pewter and blend it in with the
curve of the bowl, photo 22. Pewter
scrapes easily as well as cuts cleanly, and
in photo 23 you can see that I'm scraping

the underside of the ring to blend it in with
the outside curve of the bowl.

Sanding and sealing

Next sand the piece to a finish. | like to sand
the wood separately from the pewter
because there's a danger of contaminating
the wood with black pewter powder if you
don't. Sand the wood to 400 grit and the
pewter to 1500 grit - | use wet-and-dry
abrasive for this. Seal the wood with sanding
sealer and then carefully polish the pewter
ring with burnishing cream, photo 24.

Finishing touches

| reverse-chucked the piece onto a small
wooden dolly, using some soft cloth in
between to protect the polished wood,

Use the spindle gouge again to blend
the top of the pewter into the rim

photo 25. This shows the importance of
making the pop mark in the middle of the
spigot (see photo 4 again). Bring the
tailstock up so that the revolving centre
locates in the pop mark, and tighten the
tailstock barrel just enough to keep the bowl
up against the wooden dolly.

You can now clean up the foot of the bowl
using a small spindle gouge, and then sand
and polish it to match the rest of the bowl.

Just to do something different, | decided
that | would cast another pewter ring to fit
around the foot of the bowl, photo 26. |
used the same method as for the top ring,
and glued it in place before blending it into
the foot. | think the extra ring at the base
helps give balance to the whole piece and
frames the wood attractively, photo 27.

o morer 1 201




V) Tuition in Green
Dave Budd Handmade Tools wOOdLUO[' lng

| or 2 to | tuition and group courses in Spoon
making, Fanbirds, Kuksa, Shrink pots. Turning on
the pole lathe, both spindle and bowl turning.
Demonstrations and talks provided for
clubs, events and shows.

Hard-working knives and tools forged in the heart of
Devon. Everything from billhooks to bookbinding.

COURSES IN ANCIENT CRAFTS
Knife Making - Axe Making
Blacksmithing - Experimental Archaeology
Bowmaking - Knife/Tool Sharpening

Green
woodworking
tools for sale!

www.seanhellman.com
www.davebudd.com or seanhellman.blogspot.com
07764 742569 Tel: 07841 924428
email: info@seanhellman.com

Treatex®

Hardwax Oil Traditional

Protect and enhance the natural beauty of wood with Treatex® Hardwax Oil
Traditional. Manufactured on a base of natural sustainable raw materials including:
linseed oil, sunflower oil, jojoba oil, beeswax, carnauba wax and candelilla wax.
Suitable for all internal wood surfaces such as floors, doors, kitchen worktops and
children toys. Available in clear matt, satin, gloss and a range of natural colours.

v' Easy to apply, no sanding required between coats. | - T m
¥ Quick drying. Treatex® Ju =
v' Low odour. Hardwax Oil Traditional :f.;'ﬁ
o Very durable. Natural reatment for all internal joinery e
v Withstands high temperatures. @'tgﬂ s
v Resistant to water, coffee, wine etc. -
v' Safe for use on childrens toys.

v

Antibacterial, kills @9.99% of E.Coli and MRSA.
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THE MIGHTY OAK

| turned the first candlestick design — on the
right in the main picture — in oak. The timber
was salvaged from an old porch door and
was very well seasoned; indeed, it must
have been over 50 years old. It was very
satisfying to give the wood a new lease of
life; no one will be able to do that with the
plastic door that replaced it! You'll need a
blank 120mm in diameter and 65mm thick
for the base, and a second blank 120mm
long and 45mm square for the stem.

AT

BY IAN WILKIE

Setting up the blank

Mount the base blank on a screwchuck or
faceplate, photo 1. The photo shows my
Peter Child screwchuck. | started using this
chuck when | first took to woodturning 20
years ago, and it remains my favourite
chuck of all because it's simple, well made
and totally reliable.

Turn the blank to the round, face it off and
cut a recess to suit the chuck jaws you are
going to use in expansion mode. It's well
worth making a small template for each set
of jaws you have, with the correct recess
measurements written on it; this saves a lot
of time and ensures complete accuracy,

Candle

A candlestick is a classic turning project, and if you want a

matching pair you can practise your copy-turning skills as well. o~ \ |
Both these designs are intended to be stable, with little ' \ i
likelihood that they’ll be knocked over ‘ '

Oak and walnut candlesticks | TURNING

HOLDING CANDLES

| bought my candle cups from Stiles & Bates (01304 366360, www.stilesandbates.co.uk).
For my first design | chose a solid brass cup (ref BCC2, sold as a pair at £3.80). These
well-made cups are slightly tapered to the base, 20mm deep, and take a 22mm diameter
candle. It's worth paying the extra for solid brass, rather than buying the cheaper brassed
type at a third of the price.

For the second design | opted for a solid brass candle dish (ref BCD2, priced at £4.95).

This design also takes 22mm candles. The cup is 64mm in diameter with a 24mm parallel
stem, and is 40mm deep overall. This dished design is particularly well made and pleasing.
Both types have a small hole in the base so you can screw them to their candlesticks.

There's no reason why you shouldn't turn a candle cup in wood if the candlestick is to be
purely decorative. However, a good-quality brass fitting does look smart. It has the
advantage of catching any dripping wax and, should the candle burn right down, it will
prevent the candlestick itself from catching fire!

e wosmoreron 2 [




TURNING | 0ak and wainut candiesticks

replace the base and glue in the spigot

Turn the stem blank to a cylinder, add a spigot,

Turn the stem to shape. The tailstock
is providing additional support

m The Woodworker April 2013 www.getwoodworking.com

Mount the blank for the candlestick base on a
faceplate or, as shown here, a screwchuck

Face off the blank and drill a
12mm diameter hole to a
depth of 25mm

Sand the wood to a smooth
finish, working down through
the grits the time being

Bring up the tailstock to cramp the blank
to the base and leave it to set

Shape the base to the profile
shown in the drawing, using a
6mm bowl gouge

Leave the work mounted on
the chuck and set it aside for

L E l-_‘ . ~ Cg'\‘“ e
Cut a recess to suit your chuck jaws.
A dimensioned template is helpful

Make a template from the
drawing and use this to check
the profile

Clean out the Morse taper at
the headstock. | use an old
bottle brush for this

Make another template from the drawing
s0 you can check the stem profile

«»
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Use the second template to check the profile
of the stem section and sand it smooth

Apply your chosen finish
and attach the candle cup




photo 2. I'm using the Oneway chuck with
standard jaws, and the recess is 55mm in
diameter and 6mm deep.

Mount the chuck in the headstock and
expand its jaws into the recess before
facing it off. Then fit a drill chuck in the
tailstock, insert a 12mm twist drill and bore
a hole in the face of the blank to a depth of
25mm, photo 3.

Taking shape

Start to form the profile of the base as
shown in fig 1. Here I'm using a 6mm
Henry Taylor Superflute gouge in a Kelson
handle, photo 4.

It's a good idea to make a small template
from the drawing so you can check the
progress as you shape the gentle curve
and the fillet, photo 5. This is particularly
useful if you intend to make a matching pair
of candlesticks.

Sand the wood well, photo 6, taking time
to work down through the grits to produce
a fine finish. Abranet is a good abrasive to
use for this; see the panel (below right) for
more details.

Leave the work on the chuck, photo 7,
and put it aside for the time being.

The second phase

Clean out any debris from the Morse taper
on the headstock, photo 8, before fitting a
Steb centre. Although | have a dedicated
gadget for this job, | find a simple bottle
brush just as effective.

Mount the second blank that will form the
stem with a Steb centre in the headstock
and a revolving centre in the tailstock, and
turn it to produce a cylinder 40mm in
diameter. Turn a spigot 12mm in diameter
and 24mm long on the end to match the
hole you drilled earlier in the base. Put the
chuck back on the lathe and glue the
spigot into the hole in the base, photo 9.
Tighten up the tailstock to act as a cramp,
photo 10, and leave the glue to cure.

Forming the stem

Another template acts as a guide for the
shape of the stem, photo 11, and gives the
maximum and minimum diameters. Turn
the stem to shape, photo 12, and check
that the finished shape matches your
template, photo 13. As mentioned earlier,
this is important if you're planning to turn a
matching pair of candlesticks.

Sand the wood well and examine it
carefully to make sure there are no sanding
marks left on the surface; polish alone
won't remove them! Then apply the finish of
your choice and screw the brass cup in
place, photo 14.

Brass candle cup

300

Fig 1

200

400

220

120 spigot
x25 deep

All measurements in millimetres

115

FAVOURITE ABRASIVES

ABRANET abrasive mesh is made by Mirka of
Finland, and is coated in aluminium oxide.
The rear face is textured, and the grit size
is printed on the back (just as well, as all
the grits are the same colour!). The open
mesh design allows the wood dust to fall
through, minimising clogging.

Abranet is available in sheet and disc form.
| use the 125 x70mm sheets. These come in
various grit sizes from 80 to 600 and are sold
in packs of 10 of one size grit at £4.67 a
pack. | find this abrasive very effective,
long lasting and flexible. What’s more,
when it gets clogged it can be washed
under the tap to give it a new lease of life

WEBRAX, made by Hermes in Germany, is a
non-woven nylon mesh coated throughout
with aluminium oxide grit. It comes in sheets
measuring 229 x 152mm about 8mm thick,

/. getwoodworking.com

and can be cut to size as required. A mixed
pack of five sheets costs around £5.40.

The a e is colour-coded throughout
brown 80, green 100, black 110, maroon 120,
red 180, grey 800 and gold 1000 grit. The
colours make it easy to pick up the right
grade without hesitation. This material is very
flexible, can be washed and is extremely long
lasting. | also use white Webrax (which
has no grit) to finish my work, rather than
fine steel wool.

Both these products should be available
from your local specialist woodturning
supplier, but if you have difficulty finding
them or prefer to order by post, they can
be found at the following websites:

W www.axminster.co.uk
B www.stilesandbates.co.uk
W www.toolpost.co.uk

The Woodworker April 2013




TURNING | 0ak and wainut candiesticks

Brass candle cup
to fit into hole

Figl

1200

800

All measurements in millimetres

Recess to suit chuck jaws

Mount the blank using a dovetail recess
and turn it to the desired shape

Fit a drill chuck in the tailstock and bore a
24mm diameter hole 25mm deep

Apply two coats of friction
polish and finish the job with
carnauba wax

gloss shine

BN v o

Buff up the finish using a
polishing mop to create a high-

e

Sand the wood well, keeping the extractor
hose as close as possible to the work

Offer up the brass candle dish to test
its fit, and adjust if necessary

Screw the candle dish to the
top of the finished body and
insert a candle

THE CHUNKY WALNUT

This candlestick was turned from a
meaty block of walnut; the blank size
was 110mm long and 125mm diameter.
The shape was chosen to suit the brass
candle dish and to show off the wood to
its best advantage.

Follow the same procedure as
described for the oak candlestick and
expand the chuck jaws into a turned
recess. Then turn the blank to your
chosen shape, photo 1. Again | used the
Superflute in my Kelson handle to turn
the blank.

Sand the blank well, photo 2. | always
hold the end of the extractor hose close
to the abrasive to take as much of the
fine dust away as possible, and | always
wear a mask.

Finishing touches

Next, fit a drill chuck in the tailstock,
insert a 24mm saw-toothed Forstner bit
and drill a hole to a depth of 26mm,
photo 3. Try the brass fitting in the hole
to check the fit, photo 4, and make any
necessary adjustments.

Now you can apply the finish. | used
Record Power's Speed an Eez light
friction polish, and suddenly the walnut
came to life! After applying two coats, |
finished the job off with Liberon
carnauba wax and white Webrax, photo
5; see the panel on page 67 for more
details of this product. | then buffed up
the candlestick to give a high shine,
photo 6, and screwed the candle dish
into its prepared hole, photo 7.




MARK RABY LWOODFINISHING

For all your woodworking requirements

The customer
comes first and
that's why we
have so many
repeat clients!

+ Wood Finishing Products & Abrasives {7
«Turning tools - Pyrography machines
and materials - Lathes - New Jo Sonja
Paints & Products - Woodworking DVDS - Demonstrations
on Wood finishing and Pyrography - Customised gifts
from Key Rings, Dog Portraits, Pictures, Bowls, Vases and
again please contact us with your specialised requests.

For more details:

www.markrabywoodfinishing.vpweb.co.uk
Or call Mark on: 07704940 126

Now Open! BRODIES TIMBER
Brodies Timber is a small family run business, grown

on the site which was formerly the workshop of the
acclaimed furniture maker Jean Burhouse.

We are proud to be supplying products for all
woodworking needs, from wood turners to joiners,
DIY enthusiasts to model makers.

Open to public and trade
We stock a large selection of hardwoods, softwoods
and sheet materials including:

MDF & plywoods (Far Eastern ply, Malaysian ply, marine ply
and birch ply) and a large range of tools, hardware and wood
finishes. And if you are needing something cut or shaped, we

have a machine workshop to cater for your needs.

Opening Hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am - 5pm  Sat: 9am - 4pm

The Old Sawmill, inver, Dunkeld, Nr Perth, Perthshire,
Scotland PH8 0OJR.

Tel: 01350 727723 + E-mail: mail@brodiestimber.co.uk

Come and see Mark Raby

demonstrate in our store!
Friday 26th & Saturday 27th April

hamilton beverstock

CNC sharpening & metal cutting specialists

s G CIBRES o SERVICING s BOUITERCUIERS » POWER JiOOLS
s ABRBASIVESS TUBNINGHOOLS o PEANER BIEADES

BAND SAW BLADES

Welded to any length

With over 33 years experience in the saw
industry, and as a supplier to major. machine
manufacturers, we know, like thousands of
other satisfied customers, you'll be happy with
our high guality band saw blades for cutting
wood, metal, plastics, food...

... If you're:a hobbyist or a professional,
call us today for a friendly service, free
advice and competitive prices.

Hamilton Beverstock Ltd.

(01633) 838900 - (01633) 873803
sales@hamiltonbeverstock.com
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Founder Member of the Saw Doctor Association
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ON TEST | Charnwood bandsaw /i

This Charnwood bandsaw fits a familiar format for a model
targeted at the lower end of the market, with lots of user-
friendly attributes to make it easy to get to grips with, along
with some decent cutting capacities

v
GREAT BRimasy

Charnwood
W 730 bandsaw

This machine isn't at the very lowest end of the scale, but is aimed
towards light trade use. It's of a similar, if not identical, style to
several other machines out there, and is built to hit a price target as
much as to deliver a specific performance.

Ease of use, quick blade swapping and simple adjustments to
the guides are key factors that should be a consideration for anyone
looking to buy a bandsaw, and the Charnwood is pretty good here.

~ Guide features

psss== The guides are all roller-bearing style with side supports,
allowing them to sit tight to the blade and run freely as the

blade moves. The thrust bearings sit at 90° to these, so they can

rotate freely in contact with the blade, which is well supported under

cutting loads.

The top bearings are offset to their support pins. You alter their
position by loosening the small thumbscrews and rotating them
£489 until they fit snugly up to the blade. They can also be slid
backwards and forwards to achieve the best support
depending on blade width, ideally just shy of the tooth gullet.

Holding the bearing in position with small thumbscrews works
fine to begin with, but they can start to work loose once the saw is
working and you'll need strong fingers to get enough purchase on
them to keep them tight as they're so small. A nip-up with a set of
pliers is the answer.

Moving to the lower guides, you'll need a hex wrench for the
adjustments. It's reasonably easy, but it would be better to be able
to adjust the lower bearings with a tool-free set up.

Changing blades

Many saws now have fast tension levers, and the Charnwood is no
exception, so the blade swaps should be quick. You do have to take
the fence and running rail off first though, as the table split faces
forward. However, this is an advantage over tables with a side-
facing split, as you don’t need to twist the blade into the guides.

Changing speeds
There's the option to alter the blade speed from 370 to 800 metres
per minute, which allows you to cut plastics, alloys and soft metals

Initial blade tensioning is made with You have to remove the fence rail The guide post adjusts on a light
this top-mounted adjuster in order to change the blades rack-and-pinion assembly
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SPECIFICATION /

MOTOR 1100W

TABLE SIZE 550 x 400mm

J | TABLE TILT 0-45°

Softwood proved no problem forthe  Deep cutting oak was slower, and BLADE LENGTH 2560mm

saw, cutting quickly and cleanly there was some drifting in the cut BLADE WIDTHS 6 to 19mm

CUTTING SPEEDS 370 and 800m/min

as well as the usual hard and softwoods with an appropriate blade THROAT WIDTH 340mm

fitted. The slower speed is especially useful for cutting plastics, as MAX DEPTH OF CUT 230mm

the need for a finer blade can result in the friction melting the WEIGHT 92kg
material at a higher speed. ACCESSORIES Cabinet floorstand, rip and mitre fences, 12mm

Changing speeds is simple enough. A winding handle pulls a British-made blade

drive wheel in to slacken the belt; you then you move it to its second
position and re-tension it. Putting this to the test, it took about a _
minute or so to achieve. This is a feature you will probably use VERDICT /
regularly, as it's so quick and easy to do. The saw is rated for light trade use, but it’s more

suited to the keen amateur user.
Table and fences

Cast iron is pretty much standard across the board on bandsaws PROS M Good capacities

nowadays, and there's a double trunnion adjustment on the B Two speeds for versatility
Charnwood. This is a thick pressed-steel rack-and-pinion type, so

any bevel cuts are very easy to set up. A Bristol lever retains the CONS M Some lightweight construction
setting, while a plastic knob alters the angles. It works fine, but the B Guide thumbscrews can work loose
knob looks a little cheap and feels a bit flimsy — a familiar trait on

machines built to a budget. VALUE FOR MONEY Il lmn

A decent enough mitre fence is supplied with the saw. It isn't the PERFORMANCE EEEEEEE
usual cheap plastic offering found with many budget bandsaws,

though; this one is an alloy construction and fits the twin T-slots in FURTHER INFORMATION
the table pretty well. However, these slots are an obscure size, so W Charnwood
any after-market upgrade fences such as Kreg, Incra and the like W 01530 516926

won't fit. B www.charnwood.net

Using the saw

It's good to see how any bandsaw copes with deep ripping, as this
will put it under maximum load. Some 200mm thick oak seemed a
good test challenge. Taking the cut slowly the saw had the power to
cut it well, although there was some drifting.

The 5-skip tooth blade supplied for test purposes was a bit too
fine for deep ripping like this. A 3-skip version would be a better
choice in this instance; the fewer the teeth when ripping, the faster
the cut can be made, and as it clears the waste that bit quicker it
also helps minimise drifting. Similar rip-cutting on 150mm thick pine
was a breeze, and the cut was far quicker by comparison.

F

The wing nuts on the upper guides The lower guides require the use of The double trunion makes table tilts
are difficult to secure tightly a hex wrench to adjust them easy to fine-tune accurately
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ON TEST | Hitachi cordless cleaner

7z

Hitachi has launched this efficient little cleaner without batteries in a clever move to
keep the cost down. That’s fine if you already have other Hitachi cordless tools already

SPECIFICATION

BATTERY (BSL1830) 18V 3.0Ah Li-ion

\

- -

Hitachi R18DSL cordless
vacuum cleaner

It's often very useful to have a small

cordless vacuum cleaner, which saves

having to drag a full-size cleaner or

workshop extractor around to clean up after

a small job. The Hitachi R18DSL has the
added advantage of being able to
tackle both wet and dry spills, and
can be taken anywhere where there's
no power supply.

A very quick glance around the internet
at the competition reveals that most
competitors lack power, and their built-in
batteries take up to 16 hours to recharge.
The Hitachi BDSL1830 charger takes 45
minutes to recharge an 18V battery.

The cleaner tested

Dust collection is excellent, but don’t expect
anything approaching HEPA standards as
the removable filter unit isn’t designed for
that. The filter is easy to shake clean and
can be washed. Emptying dust from the
machine is simple too.

Liquid collection works surprisingly well,
and my test piece of wet carpet was left
damp with most of the water sucked into
the machine. You do need to remember that
it has a limited capacity and must be kept
upright until it's emptied.

Battery extra
The machine is marketed without a
battery, hence the reasonable price,
and it's obviously aimed at people
who already own cordless Hitachi
gear and a battery charger. It takes
the new slide-on standard 18V
batteries which come with all of the latest
cordless machines from Hitachi. With the
battery fitted it feels balanced in the hand
and is easy to operate.

RUN TIME ca 30mins
DRY CAPACITY 670ml
WET CAPACITY 150ml
VOLTAGE 18 volts
WEIGHT (with battery) 1.5kg

For small spillages or a quick clean-up,
this unit performs well and is easy to
empty and clean.

PROS M Wet and dry use
B Competitively priced
M Uses existing Hitachi batteries

CONS M Must be kept upright (wet use)
M The battery will cost you £50!

VALUE FOR MONEY |l il i m
PERFORMANCE s e e

FURTHER INFORMATION

W Hitachi UK
| 01908 660663
B www.hitachi-powertools.co.uk

T o 1 05

The R18DSL comes
with a crevice tool, a
brush adapter and a
squeegee

g

Dust collection is very efficient, and the machine
is light and easy to handle

Liquid spills can be tackled within the
150ml maximum capacity limit
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Bosch combi drill driverl ON TEST

N

There are many people who make a living doing small-scale jobs such as
fitting blinds, architectural ironmongery and the like, and a little drill like this
will tick all the boxes for them. It's a great all-rounder

Bosch GSB 10.8V-2-Li
combi drill driver

Just when you think you've seen all the
10.8V drill drivers on the market, up comes
Bosch with a new addition. So what's
different? In looks, very little: it has the
10mm single-sleeve spindle-lock chuck, the
two-speed gearbox and the small trigger-
operated LED light of previous models, but
this is the first one with the addition of a
hammer function.

The format of all of these drills is P~
limiting in the stamina stakes, but a)
that's the trade-off you have to
make for such a compact tool. Its
overall head length is just 187mm, so
it's ideal for working in tight spaces.

Collar functions

Bosch has taken a leaf out of

Makita's book for shifting between
drilling, driving and hammering modes,
and has included a simple but effective
dual collar system. The forward one offers
20 torque settings when you need

Performance matters

This diminutive little tool boasts 30Nm of
torque under its bonnet. That still doesn't
give it huge capacities in the drilling stakes,

SPECIFICATION

but it will manage 19mm in timber — handy
for fitting mortise locks on the odd
occasion, but better suited for smaller
drilling and driving tasks in general.

The hammer function hits 10mm diameter
as a maximum, well within the range of wall
plug sizes in general use, and it proved very
capable when | tried drilling a few 7mm
holes in standard concrete blocks,

However, as with many battery drills with
impact function, harder brick and stonework
will prove more demanding.

consistent screwdriving, while the collar just
behind swaps into the alternative modes
and overrides the toque setting so you have
maximum torque without having to alter the
torque collar itself. This option lets you drop
back into a preset driving position simply
and speedily. This is one of the best
features on any drill if you use the torque
function often.

If you want additional control, the
variable-speed trigger is very responsive;
you can trickle in screws very precisely.

The dual collar lets you shift between
torque and drill functions with ease

The batteries have overload protection
and slot into the handle

A squeeze of the trigger illuminates an indicator
showing the remaining battery power

Squeezing the
trigger also
operates the
very bright LED
worklight

-

BATTERY 10.8V 1.3Ah Li-ion
NO-LOAD SPEEDS 0-380 and 0-1300rpm
IMPACT RATE 0-19,500/min
MAX DRILLING CAPACITY

wood 19mm

steel 10mm

masonry 10mm
MAX SCREWDRIVING TORQUE

soft 13Nm

hard 30Nm
WEIGHT 1kg

ACCESSORIES Two batteries, charger

This is a brilliant tool that has raised the
bar once again with the introduction of
the hammer function.

PROS M Impressive hammer function
for such a small drill
W Double collar for torque/drill
functions

CONS B Low amp-hour batteries won't
last long under heavy load
conditions

VALUE FOR MONEY il il mn
PERFORMANCE I [ =)

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Bosch

W 0844 892 0115
W www.bosch.co.uk
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ON TEST | Makita multi-tools /

Multi-tools are extraordinarily useful tools, capable of plunge cutting, flush cutting, detail sanding, polishing and more.
Here’s a pair of very capable models from Makita. Take your pick: the corded TM3000C or the cordless BTM50

Makita BTM50 & TM3000 multi-tools

£349.95

(BTM50)

£256.95

(TM3000C)

| first discovered multi-tools some years ago. | was researching
detail sanders, and one was sent to me for review. | was initially
sceptical of both its capabilities and its usefulness. Surely this was a
model-maker's tool, not suitable for more major jobs. How wrong |
was! After using it for a while | was converted, and I've had one in
my toolkit ever since. Not only is it very useful; it's also very safe, as
it's impossible to cut yourself with it when using a toothed blade.
Because the oscillation angle is so small, if the blade touches you,
your skin simply moves with the blade. Consequently hospitals use
this type of tool for cutting through plaster casts, secure in the
knowledge that they can't cut the patient inside. Both machines come with a comprehensive range of accessories

The TM3000C’s dust extraction
adaptor fits neatly below the body

Makita multi-tools use a bolt and an
Allen key to secure the blades
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The variable speed settings make light work of cutting timber

Design features

These two tools are similar in appearance, with blue plastic bodies
and rubber inserts around the grip and on the front. A sliding
power switch is mounted on the top, and at the rear they both
have a variable-speed adjusting wheel.

The cordless BTMS50 is supplied with one 3Ah battery and a
charger that will recharge it in 22 minutes. There is a warning light
mounted beside the variable-speed control to alert you when the
battery is running low. It's also fitted with an LED worklight
mounted on the nose.

Changing blades

In common with most multi-tool manufacturers, Makita uses the
OIS (Oscillating Interface System) for mounting blades on both
these machines. This is a ring of 12 studs around the spindle
which locate into corresponding holes in the blade and stop it
from slipping. Blades can be fitted in increments of 30° around the
spindle. An adapter is also supplied so that non-OIS accessories
can be fitted too. Some manufacturers use quick-release blade
changing systems, but Makita use a bolt and an Allen key (stored
on the tool body) for the job.

The supplied accessories are particularly good. A selection of
blades for both wood and metal are included, along with a
sanding head, abrasives and a clever dust extraction adapter for
each machine.

Using the machines

Apart from the BTM50 being a little heavier, there is little to choose
between the performance of the two machines. Both are powerful
and robust. They are excellent detail sanders and their dust
extraction is faultless. The supplied blades are of high quality

and cut quickly and cleanly.

Summing up

It's difficult to find much to complain about here. Both these
machines are first-rate professional tools, as you would expect
from a company such as Makita. They are supplied in sturdy carry
cases with a comprehensive set of accessories. Be prepared to
shop around for the best price on-line

SPECIFICATION /

TM3000C BTM50
MOTOR/BATTERY 320W 18V 3.0Ah
OSCILLATION RATE 6000-20,000/min
OSCILLATION ANGLE +1.6°
WEIGHT 1.4kg 2.1kg

ACCESSORIES Storage case, dust extraction attachment,
selection of blades, sanding head and abrasives, adapter, charger
(BTM50 only)

These are both excellent professional-quality tools,
offering powerful performance

PROS M Solid and well-made
M Good performance
B Wide range of accessories

CONS M No quick-release blade change

VALUE FOR MONEY il N i m
PERFORMANCE EETERD T () [

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Makita

W 01908 211678

W www.makitauk.com

Multi-tools can
slice through
pipes and rods
like a knife
through butter

Sanding performance is excellent The BTM50 cordless model is fitted with A small battery level warning light is located
and dust extraction faultless a useful LED worklight in the nose next to the BTM50’s speed control
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ON TEST | 7viton wetstone grinder

After the troubles that beset Triton a couple of years back,
they are now back with some decent equipment and have
several product launches planned. One of the first off the
starting blocks is this wetstone grinder

First impressions on unpacking the machine
from its box were very favourable. The
finish on the orange livery is very slick,
with bright plating on the tool post
sockets, tool post and blade jig. But
the biggest surprise was the plain 4
cardboard box inside, printed with
the words ‘Diamond wheel’. Opening
it revealed a sandy coloured

stone of similar
composition to
most other
wetstones.

The real McCoy
Diamond stones are
usually a metal wheel
with a plated surface and
the diamonds bonded in. An
alternative is a CBN wheel
(cubic boron nitride — a
material almost as hard as diamond),
again bonded to a steel substrate. The
inclusion of a grading stone (to dress the
wheel ) in the box suggests that perhaps
this was a new type of a diamond wheel.
That particular side of the description needs clarification as to
exactly what the stone composition is. It would be pretty pointless
(as well as extremely costly) to impregnate a man-made composite
stone with diamonds. It's certainly as thirsty as other wet stones,
sucking up around a litre of water before it was ready to use.

Setting up

Assembly is minimal — a simple matter of putting the grinding wheel
on and sliding the water trough into place. The tool post has a
micro adjuster, held with knobs through each post socket. However,
with the threaded leg of the post held with one of these knobs, this
could well become deformed over time and make adjustments very
difficult as it would begin to bind on the threads. The Tormek post
has a flat portion ground on it to overcome this.

Triton TWSS10 wetstone grinder

Accessories supplied

The grinding jig for sharpening chisels and plane irons is of great
quality — certainly far better than that supplied with a Scheppach
grinder. It follows the original Tormek design, so the cramping
pressure is applied to the flat back of the tool being ground. On a
plane iron this is not a problem, but narrower bevel edged chisels
can have the pressure applied too much to one side and as a result
will be set up for an uneven grind.

Tormek have addressed this by altering the cramp pressure to the
opposite side of the tool, but you'll just have to check the pressure
here and tweak it as necessary. It's not a huge problem once you
get accustomed to using it.

“R

This plastic upstand serves as a
rudimentary water deflector

Grinding angles for different tools are
set with this nifty setting jig

Fine adjustment of the tool post position
is very easy to achieve
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Using the grinder

The tools are positioned on the stone using the supplied
magnetic gauge. There's an adjustable scale for angles, along
with a further gauge for setting to the leather wheel diameter or to
accommodate for wheel deterioration over time. It would have
been good to see a simple indicator on the machine casing to
check how much the stone is wearing, but it's easy enough to
measure the wheel occasionally.

To set things in motion you have to rotate a knob on the casing
that engages the drive spindle against the rubber-tyred drive
wheel. The advice is given to slacken this off after use to preserve
the shape of the drive wheel.

The relatively thin drive spindle is very smooth, so leaning a
little hard on a tool to grind it can slow and stall the wheel. Even
so, it does grind well at its own pace, but a heavily damaged tool
will take that bit longer to get into shape. A rougher or knurled
drive spindle would give a more controlled bite, as would a bigger
diameter drive spindle.

Water everywhere

Fitted to the body alongside the stone is a small plastic chute to
deflect the water back into the trough. It's a neat idea and works
reasonably well on narrower tools, but a wide plane iron overshoots
it and the water trickles over the casing. A higher and more
extended angle would help make it more successful, but it's a
useful addition nonetheless.

The extra-long jig rest on the tool post accommodates wide
blades very well, with no danger of the jig slipping off as you
progress, and the fit between jig and post is very snug. Most
importantly, the post is parallel to the wheel so it runs true across
the wheel as you move it.

Summing up

There seem to be more negatives than positives when you look at
the comments above, but in actual fact these are more niggles
than negatives and the majority could easily be rectified. In use
the Triton does a great job, and is very well made.

The main issues that need addressing are a beefing up of the
drive as well as some sort of confirmation of content on the stone
itself. But look past that and the grinder is certainly decent
enough in its own right to consider buying.

There's a full range of jigs for other tools and jigs available, so
it's a comprehensive kit. We'll be having a closer look at those in
a forthcoming issue.

SPECIFICATION /

MOTOR 120W
WHEEL SIZE 250 x 50mm
WHEEL SPEED 125rpm
HONING WHEEL SIZE 225 x 30mm
WEIGHT 14kg

ACCESSORIES Support arm extension, angle guide, square-edge
jig, stone grader, honing compound

This is a well-made grinder to rival the Tormek brand,
but with a few niggles that could be easily rectified.

PROS M Great build quality
B Good performance in general

CONS W Can stall under heavy pressure
B Jig needs careful adjustment on narrow tools

VALUE FOR MONEY il I I m
PERFORMANCE N EE) =S |

FURTHER INFORMATION
M Triton
B www.tritontools.com

The leather wheel is dressed with
the supplied Autosol polishing paste

Work with the wheel turning away
from you to get a razor-sharp edge

You rotate this knob to engage the drive
spindle against the drive wheel

The grinder works really well on wider
blades such as plane irons

Take care not to over-tighten the jig on
narrower bevel-edged tools
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ON TEST | Senco nailer kit

7z

Nail guns offer the fastest way of making lots of repeat fixings. You can fire them from an electric or gas-powered
tool, or use a gun like this one, powered by a compressor which can also drive other air tools

...and I'll just hold that with a couple of brads.” So says New
Yankee Workshop host Norm Abrams on virtually every TV
show and every project he makes, and a workshop nailgun is
certainly very useful in that respect.

If all you want is a small gun capable of firing 18-gauge brads
for fixing mouldings or lightweight framing, then the nailer and
accompanying compressor in this kit will serve you well.

Well appointed

The compressor has a relatively small tank capacity (only 4.5 litres).
That means it has a low air delivery rate, so you'll find it unsuitable
for jobs such as paint spraying as it won't be able to keep up with
the air demand.

However, it scores highly in the controllability it offers, having two
dials — one indicating tank pressure and the other for regulating the
airflow to the tool itself. This means you can adjust the pressure to
suit the tool if you have other air tools that are suitable for low air
volume work. There are also safety cut-outs for the motor, as well as

Senco FinishPro 18MG nailer kit

a safety release valve for the tank.
There's a bit of routine maintenance

involved with any compressor, but as this is
an oil-free model it's just a matter of operating a
drain-off valve to let out any build-up of condensation,
plus cleaning the small air intake filter.

Using the compressor
Of course, a small tank means that the motor kicks in more
often. The tank works on a maximum pressure of 125psi, kicking in
once it drops below 90psi, so demanding work with long pins or
frequent operation will have it kicking in regularly. Although it's pretty
quiet, this could still get a bit grating as it takes almost a minute to
recharge each time.

One big plus is its portability. The tubular frame has a foam
rubber grip for comfort and the compressor weighs only 9kg, so in
the shop or out and about, it's easy to use as part of your day-to-
day set-up.

This small red lever is used to select
sequential or bump firing

A toggle clip on the nose is released
to free any jammed fixings

The small depth adjustment dial
can be a little stiff to operate
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The outlet air
pressure can be
set and adjusted
using this dial

Small but perfectly formed

The nailgun supplied is well matched to the compressor, and it
comes complete with a coiled hose, safety goggles, a selection of
brads and the hose connector for the gun, so it's ready to use
straight out of the box.

This miniscule gun will fire brads suitable for architrave work and
so forth. It weighs just over a kilogram, and will get into far tighter
spaces than electric or gas-powered nailers can manage, even with
the air hose connected.

You could easily put the compressor in a room and walk around
with the gun to do most things a gas or battery gun can, for far less
money, and without the additional costs of gas or the downtime of
battery recharges, so if you have a power supply for the compressor
you're away!

The only other thing to consider is the need to make a couple of
wraps of plumbers’ PTFE tape around the hose spigot before fitting
it to prevent it leaking ar.

Firing options

The gun has some excellent features. The usual depth-of-drive
setting of any gun is here; it's a simple plastic dial and a bit stiff to
operate. However, that downside is redressed with a ‘oump’ mode
trigger for fast firing, easily switched to sequential firing for more
accurate placement of the fixings. The small lever switch for
selecting this certainly screams ‘budget’ at you; it looks to be very
cheap, but it works.

The nose has a toggle clip to free any jammed pins, plus an
on-board rubber nose tip protector storage point. Lastly, there’s a
clever rotating air release vent at the rear of the gun to direct the
exhaust air away from you.

Summing up
A 110-brad capacity easy-load magazine complete with reload
indicator makes this a great starter kit for the workshop, or indeed,
a kit to complement the usual power tools of the tradesman.

The use of some low-cost plastic adjusters on the gun let the side
down a little, but they still work as they should. Treat them kindly,
and this kit will serve you well for a range of general lightweight
construction work.

SPECIFICATION /

FinishPro 18MG gun
MAX OPERATING PRESSURE

120psi (8.3bar)

NAIL TYPE AX 18g 1.4mm brads
NAIL LENGTH 15-50mm
MAGAZINE CAPACITY 110
WEIGHT 1.09kg
PC 1010 compressor

MOTOR 960W

MAX OPERATING PRESSURE
FREE AIR DELIVERY

125psi (8.6bar)
0.7cu ft/min @ 90 psi

RECEIVER CAPACITY 4.5 litres
DIMENSIONS 356 x 317 x 262mm
WEIGHT 9kg

At the price, this kit represents great value; the compressor
build is especially impressive.

PROS M Excellent small kit
B Lightweight and portable

CONS M Some cheap plastic parts on the gun

VALUE FOR MONEY [l il N I =
PERFORMANCE

FURTHER INFORMATION
M Poppers Senco

W 01925 445566

B wWww.poppers-senco.co.uk

Lightweight assembly
work such as making
this plywood frame is
an ideal application
for this gun

S

Fixings drop into this channel. An indicator
window shows when you're running low

This simple but clever collar rotates
to direct the exhaust air away

The air hose is attached using standard air hose
connectors
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ON TEST | Metabo cordless Jigsaw

Apart from being able to cut curved components and make plunge cuts, jigsaws are also
ideal for rough-cutting sawn boards into manageable sizes for further machining. With the
wide range of blades available, they can tackle metal and plastic too

7z

SPECIFICATION y/

Metabo STA 18 LTX Li-ion
cordless jigsaw

The STA 18 LTX is a solid machine with a
green plastic body and rubberised top
handle. It has a small variable-speed power
trigger with a lock-off button above it. On
the left-hand side is a standard four-position
orbital control, and there's a switch for the
dust blower on the right-hand side. The
baseplate is a heavy alloy design with a
removable plastic anti-scratch shoe. It can
be tilted for making bevel cuts and an Allen
key is supplied for this job.

A tool-less system is used for blade
changing. There's a large alloy lever that
folds out from the front of the tool, and the
blade then springs out of the holder. The
replacement is simply inserted and the lever
released to lock it in place

Battery performance

This tool is all about delivering power, and it
uses massive 4.0Ah batteries to do so.
These give excellent running time, and are
actually much lighter than they look. A fan-
cooled charger is supplied and this takes
about an hour to recharge a flat battery. The
batteries have LED charge indicators.

Using the saw

The first thing you notice about this machine
is how smooth and free-running the motor
is. Some power tools feel quite stiff, as
though they are permanently fighting their
electronic brakes. The Metabo is quite the
reverse, with a wonderful fluid feel.

A gentle squeeze on the trigger brings
the motor to life and the harder you
squeeze, the more power it releases. With
the orbital control on its maximum setting
the saw cuts at a ferocious speed — much
faster than my own cordless jigsaw can
manage. The LED worklight is bright, and
the dust blower keeps the cutting line well
clear. This is a beautifully controllable and
enormously powerful saw.

Summing up

This is an excellent tool and is hard to
criticise. Perhaps it could have provision for
dust extraction, but then, | suppose, you
should also have a cordless extractor.
However, overall this is certainly one of the
best cordless jigsaws | have used and |
would recommend it highly.

BATTERY 18v 4.0Ah Li-ion
NO-LOAD STROKE RATE 0-2700spm
MAX CUTTING DEPTH
wood 135mm
non-ferrous metal  35mm
steel 10mm
BLADE TILT + 45°
WEIGHT 2.8kg

ACCESSORIES Storage case, 2 batteries,
charger, blades

This is a high-quality machine delivering
powerful performance.

PROS M Fast cutting
M Simple blade change
M Bright LED worklight

CONS M No dust extraction

VALUE FOR MONEY il N
PERFORMANCE T [ I

FURTHER INFORMATION

W Metabo
W 02380 732000
B www.metabo.co.uk

BN reveore o0
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There are four pendulum action settings
available for fast cutting

The solid alloy baseplate features a
removable anti-scratch shoe

This large alloy lever releases the old
blade and secures the new one

The 4.0Ah battery has an integrated
LED charge level indicator




N

N

Despite the fact that we now have many machines at our disposal, there’s
still a place for hand planes in the woodworker's workshop. They all have a
part to play, even if they're as small as this one

Veritas miniature block plane ON TEST

Veritas miniature
low-angle block plane

This low-angle block plane is the latest in
the Veritas miniature plane range, and like
the others is manufactured in Canada. It
has an A2 steel blade with a stainless steel
Norris-style adjuster designed to set the
blade very accurately. It has a fixed mouth
2.5mm wide, machined sides and a ground
sole. It comes in its own fitted box.

Magic in miniature
Just like the other planes in this series,
great care has been taken to produce a
product with great accuracy and an
excellent finish. These planes are not
novelties or toys; they're fully functioning
working tools and are particularly suited to
modelmaking. .. or for use on any small
project where you don't have much room to
manoeuvre a standard plane.

Planing end grain can be difficult, and a
low-angle block plane is designed for this
task; the finish obtained across end grain

and along the grain
with this tool was excellent.

The adjuster can be set to remove the

very finest of shavings with the minimum of
effort. The blade is easily kept in tip-top
condition using a good, flat stone.

Summing up

A plane of this quality will last a lifetime.
Although it's expensive to buy initially, it will
prove to be a good purchase over time,
and the tool will always be a pleasure to
look at and to use.

SPECIFICATION /

' OVERALL SIZE 60 x 19mm
BLADE WIDTH 12.5mm
BED ANGLE 12°
BLADE BEVEL 25°
CUTTING ANGLE 37°
WEIGHT 48g

This little tool will always be a pleasure

The ground sole of the plane features
a fixed mouth 2.5mm wide

The finish created along and across
the grain couldn’t be finer

The plane is supplied in its own custom-fitted to use.
and lined leatherette storage box
PROS M Ready to use out of the box
M Superbly engineered
M Easy to adjust accurately

CONS M Relatively expensive

VALUE FOR MONEY [l il I mmm
PERFORMANCE 0 [ = = =

FURTHER INFORMATION

M BriMarc
W 03332 406967

W www.brimarc.com /

The blade can be adjusted to remove
the very thinnest of shavings

www.getwoodworking.com The Woodworker April 2013




ON TEST

Worx impact driver

7

7z

Worx is a brand that has put out some great tools recently, and with this
new impact driver it has the makings of a handy set of tools for use around

the home as well as in the workshop

SPECIFICATION y/

Worx has come up with an impact driver a
little different from the norm with its DDI3.1
model with its multi-function versatility. It's
a nifty little tool that has a two-speed
motor for drilling functions, a screwdriver
override and an impact function, all
operated by a top-mounted slider. In
conjunction with the driving
function there’s a 22-position
torque collar.

You may consider it limited
in drilling mode as it has a
standard Vain hex chuck with
pull-back collar to lock the bit,
s0 any drill bits you use need
to be hex-shanked.

Chuck and torque options
However, a handy 10mm keyless chuck is
also included, and with a suitable flat bit or
similar fitted, it's capable of drilling holes
in wood up to 20mm in diameter.

To utilise the higher diameter you need
to slip the slider into the lower gear to
increase the torque. Smaller drills can be

Worx DDI3.1 impact driver

used on the higher setting, but you'll need
to alter the speed if the drill struggles.

The drill worked well for making pilot and
clearance holes and the like, but the slider
proved a little sticky when selecting the
right-hand impact position.

Using the driver

At 100Nm, this driver isn't going to break
any records against others of its class, but
bear in mind that the orange casing
denotes it's a budget-priced tool (Worx
Green is their pro range). With the slot-in
chuck it's very easy to fit a pilot drill in that,
and then to swap it out for a suitable bit
and drive in a 100mm screw.

However, it wouldn't drive the same
screw directly with no pilot hole, and it
struggled with a 75mm one in identical
testing, so bigger screws will need pilot
holes. The easily swappable chuck works
well for this. But with these smaller tools
you have to consider whether to go up to
the next level if you are driving bigger
fixings regularly.

BATTERY 1.3Ah Li-ion
NO-LOAD SPEEDS 0-600 and 0-2200rpm
MAX DRILLING CAPACITY

wood 20mm

steel 8mm
IMPACT RATE 0-3000/min
MAX TORQUE

soft 15Nm

hard 100Nm
WEIGHT 1.2kg

This is a budget-priced impact driver that
will tackle modest jobs with ease.

PROS M 10mm keyless chuck option
B Two torque ranges for fine
control

CONS M No diagnostic charger
M Slow recharge rate

VALUE FOR MONEY il il
PERFORMANCE TS T [

FURTHER INFORMATION
W Worx

B www.worxtools.com
W Available from Argos & B&Q stores /

E The Woodworker April 2013 www.getwoodworking.com

The various tool functions are set
using this rotating top slider

The standard ¥%in hex chuck has a pull-back
collar to lock the bit ineplace

Up to 22 torque settings are available
with this clearly-marked front collar

The driver is very easy to control for
all sorts of routine assembly jobs




The Flexcut detail jack knife is designed
to be carried in the pocket and used to
carve or whittle wood. Its one of a
number of different wood-carving knives
in the Flexcut range

Flexcut detall
jack knife

.

The 35mm long blade has
a fine point intended for detailing work

The action of
closing the
blade puts the
user’s fingers
in danger

This carving knife has an unusually shaped
body that is claimed to be ergonomically
designed to minimise hand fatigue. The two
parts are made in smooth aerospace-grade
aluminium and are held together with three
countersunk brass rivets.

The knife reviewed here is the single blade
version; there are also jack knives with more
than one blade in the series. The very smooth
handle measures 110mm long and the blade is
35mm long. A hanging loop at the end to attach
a lanyard would have been a useful addition,
because this knife is expensive and it could
easily slip out of a pocket and be lost. The
blade folds out and locks securely in position.

Handle with care

This is a well-made and smartly finished
single-bladed knife which undoubtedly cuts
wood very efficiently. However, one is
immediately aware that the blade is razor
sharp. Great care needs to be taken when
handling the knife, as the handle is so
smooth that the fingers could easily slip
down on to the blade.

The real trouble comes when it's time to
rotate the blade back into the handle. To do
this you need to push over the spring steel
locking device and move the blade into the
body towards your finger. The operation is
very uncomfortable and unnerving, and the
chance of cutting a finger is very high.
Getting other people to try the operation
produced the same reaction. For this
reason alone we would not be happy
recommending this knife to anybody, and
therefore we decline to rate it.

FURTHER INFORMATION
M BriMarc

W 03332 406967
B www.brimarc.com

Veritas planing stop

ON TEST

Simple ideas are often the best, and any bench will benefit from a planing stop of
some description. This Veritas version is one of the neatest around

Veritas planing stop

You can support work on the bench while
you're planing it with a push-up end stop or
a batten temporarily tacked to the
benchtop. However, in the latter
circumstances it's all too easy to leave

a pin sticking up or to snap one off, and
that's the last thing you need when using
edge tools.

There’s a huge range of holding options
available, especially from Veritas, and their
continued utilisation of the 19mm (34in) dog
hole system is exploited further with this
nifty little stop.

Simple installation

A couple of 40mm long steel posts slide into
a T-track in the underside of the aluminium
rail, allowing the stop to be fitted in a pair of
dog holes up to 225mm apart. So no matter
where the holes are in your bench, it will fit

Position the
posts to suit
your dog holes
and push them
into place

so long as you have you have a pair of holes
up to this distance apart. Rubber O-rings
around the post tops provide enough
friction to hold the posts and prevent the
stop from sliding around in use.

Using the stop
The low-profile rail is only 5.5mm thick, so it's
ideal for holding thin laths as well as wider
boards for panels and other such work. It
will of course support thicker stock as well.
A pair of these stops set at right angles to
each other will prove handy to trap boards
where you want to work a diagonal, such as
when skew-planing for a cleaner cut.

The stop is especially handy for cleaning
up thin drawer components

SPECIFICATION

DIMENSIONS 248 x 32 x 5.5mm
MATERIALS Aluminium rail, steel posts
DOG HOLE DIAMETER 19mm

This clever bit of kit is the ideal solution
for planing thin or wide stock on the
workbench.

\

PROS M Superbly engineered
M Easy to adjust and fit

CONS M None: it works perfectly

VALUE FOR MONEY il i i I
PERFORMANCE [ [ ) [

FURTHER INFORMATION

M BriMarc
W 03332 406967
W www.brimarc.com
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WOOD SUPPLIES, CRAFT PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

John Boddy’s
Fine Wood & Tool Store Ltd Anm Cr‘ﬁ n ’ tg
Self Service Store
' : Heated Tools for Pyrography
in our Self Service Store The art or craft
March & April of decorating
O Self Service Store wood or leather
O Mail Order Service -«
0O Woodworking Courses with heated
woodturning, woodcarving, french polishing,
furniture restoration, chair caning, gilding, tOOlS
1 to 1 courses by arrangement
O Certified Timber
O Flooring Solid Hardwood & Engineered
O Solid Oak Door Kits
O Profiles/Architectural Mouldings
0 Oak Beams, Scantlings for ‘
Restoration Work q . —_—
O Easy access from ATM, |ct 48 ’ e r LI
Profiles, Mouldings & Timber for Barn l
Timber for Joinery Conversions

ZA‘ J—- e
; 1 “ w! 5
AN
i
_ Opening Times 4 ‘,f\‘

Mon chwgs 3;2 = g’g”; . ng}‘( Haofi{zi"a”s“w“ Antex Electronics Limited Tel: 01822 613728

. - : 2 Westbridge Industrial Estate  Fax: 01822 617598
Riverside Sawmills, Boroughbridge, N. Yorks, YOS51 9LJ. Tavistock Email: deborah@antexcraft.com

Tel: 01425 322370 Fax: 01423 323810 Devon PL19 8DE www.antexcraft.com

email: sales@john-boddys-fwts.co.uk web: www.john-boddys-fwis.co.uk

THE NEW MICROCLENE

MC280 & MC560
A UNIQUE DESIGN FOR AN ALL IN ONE

THE MC 280 & MC560
FILTERS 280 & 560 M/3 OF
AIR PER HOUR THERE
ARE 60 BRIGHT WHITE
LED'S TO
PROVIDE A NICE EVEN
LIGHTING SOURCE.
NO HEAT FROM THE
LIGHTS AND NO DANGER
OF DUST BURNING.

IDEAL FOR THE MC280 HAS ONE
WOODWORK, TURNING, CARVING, ~ MOTOR AND THE MC560
MARQUETRY, PYROGRAPHY & HAS TWIN MOTORS

SCROLL SAWING,
OR ANY WORK THAT NEEDS LIGHT M
AND DUST REMOVAL | ;
_—

IDEAL FOR NAIL SALONS

THE BODY IS MADE FROM STEEL THAT IS POWDER COATED
FOR A LONG LIFE

VERY EFFICIENT AIRFLOW WITH LITTLE NOISE.
ONLY 48 WATTS POWER WITH FILTER AND LIGHTS ON FOR THE MC280

vetailer, Overhead Router AND 96 WATTS FOR THE MC560
ints, enjoyable, timesaving THE SIZE IS ONLY 73 X 48 X 20CM, WEIGHT IS 8.8KGS & 10KGS

Tenoner, Mortiser, Fi
Batch Cutter of Fing

tool for all manner of tasks... all for the price of a A CARBON FILTER IS AVAILABLE FOR REMOVING FUMES ETC
serious router table. MADE IN ENGLAND
= i ACROL UK LTD
see it in action at www.woodrat.com WWW.ACROLLTD.CO.UK
0044 (0) 2392 502 999
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Allan Calder’s Ltd
Sandpaper Supplies

We are supplying top quality brands of
sanding abrasives for all types of
Wood Turners, Joiners & Cabinet Makers.

email: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01538 387738

Polyx O|I Rapld provudes a professional
finish in double quick time.

> Extremely quick drying.
> TWO coats in a day.

> Polyx Oil for wood, cork
and OSB floors.

> Highest coverage of any oil
on the market.

> Satin or matt finish.

osmof

Polyx®-0il__

Migh Sanig

The ariginal Mardwas-Ol
For w0 and cork Soars

+44 (0)1 296 481 220
WwWw.osmouk.com

Olive Wood Turning

UK Suppliers

of Olive Wood Blanks

for Turners & Woodworkers

At Olive Wood Turning my intention is to
supply part seasoned olive wood turning
blanks in useable sizes at reasonable
pnces We supply to both professional

SU

All blanks have been dressed and wax

sealed to help prevent splitting.

Multi buys are available on all products to

help reduce postage costs.

tcf)rou have a project but aren't sure if
ive is for you, call to chat it over, I'm not
a salesman, I'm a wood turner that

sells some nice wood.

Courier service to mainland UK,
Highlands & Islands, Northern

and Southern Ireland & Europe. 25

VEI' IUUS
If you have Internet please go to d .
www.olivewoodturning.co.uk S/2es -

If you have no Internet please phone or
write to the address below to receive a
product list and order form in the post.

JUST Ins
A’lln Dned
Wood

Olive Wood Turning is a subsidiary of Wood and Stuff Ltd,
38 Park View Road, Lytham St Annes, Lancashire FY8 4JE
Tel: 07714 204060 Email: james@olivewoodturning.co.uk 2

Wood and Stuff Ltd is registered at Company House, No.05345432 ‘

DAVID STANLEY AUCTIONS

61st INTERNATIONAL AUCTION on SATURDAY, MARCH 23rd 2013
1000 Lots of Quality Antiqgue Woodworking and Allied Trades Tools.
9.00 am at the Hermitage Leisure Centre, Whitwick, Leics LE67 SEU, England.

A
Ben® ~—

To include a further portion of the David R Russell Collection including the amazing

ISRAEL WHITE self regulating 3 arm
plough plane.

Also the Ist offering of the European
woodworking tool section of the world
renowned LUIGI NESSI collection from
Switzerland.

Rare USA STANLEY and NICHOLSON
planes. Tools by NORRIS, SPIERS,
MATHIESON, PRESTON,
HOLTZAPFFEL, RECORD etc.

Carving tools, braces, rules, levels, gauges,
bobs, trammels, miniatures, axes, adzes,
saws, kitchenalia, books etc.

In spite of this new digital age we are still
producing our great, full colour catalogues
which include estimated prices, condition
coding, postal bidding instructions &
prices realised list after the sale.

Still only £20 from David Stanley Auctions,
Osgathorpe, Leics. LE12 9SR England
Tel: 01530 222320 Fax: 01530 222523

E-mail tools@davidstanley.com quoting your
mailing address and credit card details.

1&

BID LIVE FROM YOUR OWN
COMPUTER AT HOME OR OFFICE

The entire catalogue available ON-LINE 3 weeks
prior with full absentee bidding instructions

Go to www.the-saleroom.com

for more information and to register. n
Successful bids using live bidding incur an

additional 3% charge.

Our normal absentee bidding system will
still be available at no extra charge

Visit our web site at www.davidstanley.com

APRIL 2013

The Woodworker Classified 85



WOOD SUPPLIES, TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

House of Brass [| ™ Modeimaker's Yearbook £3.20

/3 /] !
CLASSIC TO CONTEMPORARY
- BRASS.CHROME-BLACK IRON-CHINA
) o = & \‘ A
} ¢ ) « REMOTE CONTROL
44 o A 4 = HELICOPTERS

« CREATIVE
ARTIC

j
“woodworking € (5 turning tools
Fine quality chisels, carving and
turning tools made in England
Frz22 cataloguz ayaildol2 Jelil s
100% satisfaction guarantee
www.ashleyilestoolstore.c

SHOWROOM: NOTTINGHAM NG1 3N Visit our website at www.hobby.uk.com
Tel: 0115 947 5430 (24 HRS) : e : :
Web: www.houseofbrass.co.uk 120 8761 4244 * 1
FREE CATALOGUE OR VIEW ONLINE

Available from WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct

I . [ S

HUUULIE GOURSES
For details of our one or two day sponsored
i) routing courses with full instruction on a wide
range of routing applications visit...

www.trend-uk.com/courses

Planed & Rough Sawn Hardwoods
Ash, Beech, Cherry, EIm, Maple
Oak, Walnut & Yew
Kiln Dried Hobby Packs
Classic Woodworking Tools

For details of our routing demonstrations
around the UK visit...

www.irend-uk.com/shows

Professional Wood Finishes

or call: 01 923 24991 1

email: enquiry@trendm.co.uk
AD/12/03

Buy Online or Call Us
Tel: 01535 637755 | www.britishhardwoods.co.uk

Gl © Hardwoods Temperate & Tropical t_;&
=l * Wood finishes F -
bl » Australian Burrs ﬁa
N * Exotic Timbers =]

(=]

* Woodturning Blanks 15 + Species availablzg =
* Woodworking Machinery -~
* Woodworking Tools

» Fencing, Gate & Decking Produh '

« Bespoke Garden Furniture O
RECORD POWER g |

W.L.West & Sons Ltd

Selham, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 OP)

o
0
(-]
@
o
~
(-]
o

Off A272 Midhurst

to Petworth road

opp The Halfway
Bridge Inn

Large varied stock of Hard Woods including Jelutong
For square edge, kiln dried lime
it e N
Just in... African Padauk
...only £60 cu.ft!!

www.surreytimbers.co.uk Sty
. / AL 07710 395 443 -r 01268 698391
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Woodworker

SHOP GUIDES

MAIL ORDER TOPQUALITY - LOW PRICES
NARROW BAND§AW M:‘ ?‘l:'l -y I.li'l‘,t .-:ELRAM\‘ ES
CKS32F Stanter Pack (4 Metres) £12.95
M inc. VAT and UK post. % metre each of gnits
MANUFACTURED TO 80, 120, 150, 180, 240 320, 400, 600
" r i *
i | | e
PR F o Plus lots of Bels, Discs, Stars, Low cost KK114
OR PRICE LIST We ulo stock WOODTURNERS SUPPLIES
TRU C UT Timber/Bow! Blanks/Tools/Waxes/Finishes
Spurside Saw Works, The Downs, (ilUW(1‘?":':;(‘:"]:‘?“.;."’(] ::.I:L:-\ ;\tlxl|lwie>
Ross-On-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7T. " P“ uj aé"‘ AL ol
www.trucutbandsaws.co.uk l’ fers Wooaturning Supplies
e 2 Kimberley Villas, Southmill Road,
Tel' 01 989 769371 BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS CM2 33DW
Fax: 01989 567360 Tel/Fax: 01279 633760

SCAWTON SAWMILL

+Kiln Dried Oak
*Delivered Nationwide
«All thicknesses 20mm-100mm
*Phone or Buy online
Compare our prices at:

www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk

01845 597733

DIAMOND SHARPENING & BARRIER CREAM

~otarkieSharp..

The Diamond Sharpening Specialists
with more than 30 years first hand experience!

New Sharpening Website!

@ More Information
e Easy Navigation
e Personal Advice
| X e Better Prices
| S R ¢ Special Deals
; AT ¢ ®Visitus at 40+
j\"\\ ; REL Shows! (see website)

Diamond Sharpening Perfection!
StarkieSharp + [0V = Money Wisely Invested!

racked Stained Hasl

Our amazing Beeswax Barrier Hand & Foot Cream
F works fast healing your cracked hands & feet. It
penetrates deeply moisturising your skin and is non greasy, It's also
water, chemical, oil, acid and dirt resistant so protects your hands
from getting stained & chapped. Perfect for woodworkers. Try some!

Order online & quote Code:SSTWWS at checkout to get a FREE 10z
BeeProtX® Beeswax Barrier Hand & Foot Cream worth £7.95 * with
any DMT® order over £24.94. Or Call Free 0800 0588 911 & ask for a
call back from Richard Starkie to help choose which DMT® s best for you.

Richard Starkie Associates, SSTWWS5, www.StarkieSharp.com
Timber Cottage, Wistow, Leicester, LE8 OQF Email:sales@starkies.coml

WOKINGHAM TOOL
COMPANY LTD

97-99 Wokingham Road
Reading, Berkshire RG6 1LH
Tel: 0118 966 1511

www.wokinghamtools.co.uk
H. P.W.CS. BS. A. D. MO.

o
" GEORGE HIGGINS

Ow) Lo
! G ORGE CaN O il

George Higgins Lid
83 - 85 Statlon Road
Sidcup, Kent, DA15 7DN
TEL: 0208 300 3161 FAX: 0208 302 7606
Open: Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm
Dpen: Saturday - 9.00am-3.00pm
PR wiacH) £ soscr (AN metavo

GEO SPENCE & SONS LTD D.B. KEIGHLEY
105 Wellington Road MACHINERY LTD

Leeds, Yorkshire Vickers Pleace, Stanningley,

LS12 1DX Leeds, LS28 6LZ

Tel: (0113) 279 0507 Tel: (0113) 257 4736

gaxr (0|1\n1 3) 21:61_3868(1)7 S0 Fax: (0113) 257 4293
pen: Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm X i .CO.

Saronam 1zom ey | | " as ek

Router cutters

Spindle tooling

Bandsaw, jigsaw &
circular sawblades

Online catalogue & ordering

www.wealdentool.com

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS
Musical Instrument Makers’ & Repairers’ Supplies
|- VOIEFTORE- TR

Company

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country.
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH29EZ
Tel: or37 221064  Fax: 01737 242748
www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk

CLOCKS

Chrislophcr Milner \\'()()d\\'orking Supplics

1,000+ product lines in stock
Clock & Accessories (Quartz & Mechanical),
Barometers, Thermometers, Cabinet Furniture,
Screws, Plans, Kits, Polishes, Adhesives,
Abrasives etc.

FREE catalogue available
(Dept WW), Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor,
Nr. Alfreton, Derbys DESS5 6FH
Tel/Fax: 01246 590062
miilnerwoodwork@aol.com

HERMLE / KIENINGER MECHANICAL
CLOCK WORKS.DELIVERED EX STOCK
Also available. = Dials « Quartz » Brassware
Martin H Dunn Ltd
The Clock Gallery Clarkes Road,
North Killingholme, North Lincolnshire DN40 3.J0)
www.martinhdunn.co.uk

FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE
Showroom Open Mon- Fri 10am - Spm. Sat 10am - 4pm
Tel: 01469 540901
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A SET OF CLASSICAL GUITAR PLAN!

MAY 2012

PROJECTS Mackintosh-style
dining chairs, Embroidery
stand, Games table restoration
FEATURES: Tuning a budget
bandsaw, Preparing your
stock, Portable power tools 6 -
multi-cutters, Shop notes
TURNING: EIm bowl with a
scorched rim, Double barley
twist candlestick, Tool handles
TESTS: Bosch cordless nailer,
Scheppach saw bench,
Quangsheng spokeshave,
Makita drill/driver kit, Bosch
multi-cutter, FAMAG lip-and-
spur drill bits. Japanese mitre
square, Trend router cutter
sets, Axminster drill guide,
Festool extractor

OCTOBER 2012
PROJECTS: Oak front door,
Child’s tricycle, Tenor ukulele 4,
Curved mantelshelf
FEATURES: Letter and numeral
templates, Cleaning up your
work, Making a bench hook
and shooting board, Shop notes
TURNING: Three easy-make
pincushions, Involuted turning
ON TEST: Lie-Nielsen shooting
board plane, Veritas chisels,
Hitachi cordless combo

kit, Radian router cutters,
Axminster flexible drive unit
handpieces, Liogier rasps and
rifflers, Makita workshop/site
radio, Wera screwdriver and
bit sets, Dremel cordless drill/
grinder, Lie-Nielsen tenon saw

nl

& oo ner

JUNE 2012

PROJECTS: Cherry dresser 1,
Jewellery chest, Pedestal side
tables, Guestroom towel rail
FEATURES: Marking and
setting out, Portable power
tools 7 - routers & router
fables, Using a vertical panel
saw, Shop notes

TURNING: Banksia nut projects,
Metalworking tools for turners,
Two-tier tripod spice rack

ON TEST: Trend combination
router base, Famag Forstner
bits, Dremel compact saw,
Makita cordless circular saw,
Trend goggles, Axminster table
saw, Einhell multi-tools, Trend
hex key set, Mafell circular
saw with guide rail

TIRLLY STILL THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

& Wock lrer

NOVEMBER 2012
PROJECTS: Curved-top
bookcases, Bentwood ash
footstool, Tenor ukulele 5, Oak
futon base, Adjustable-height
workbench

FEATURES: Shop machines

1: The table saw, Restoring a
bench plane, Shop notes
TURNING: Cedar wood moth-
proofing medallions, Long-hole
boring: making a base for a
table lamp

ON TEST. Veritas optical centre
punch, Bosch GSS orbital
sanders, Parkside vacuum
cleaner, Dremel 3000 mutti-
tool, Veritas sliding square,
Woodster Divar saw system,
Jet mini lathe

e W 05

{RTTIY STILL THE DRIGINAL AND THE BEST

SUMMER 2012
PROJECTS: Cherry dresser 2,
QOutdoor dining table, Glass-
fopped lounge table, Patio

side table

FEATURES: Preparing tools,
Tailor-made bench 1, Choosing
machinery, Shop notes
TURNING: Hollow cedar gourd,
Silvered candlesticks, How
spalted wood occurs

ON TEST: Makita router/
trimmer, Axminster pillar drill
table, DeWalt laser, Trend
depth gauge, Veritas palm
plane, Trend sharpening
stones, Axminster drum sander
kit, DeWalt camera, Robert
Sorby Micro modular tool
system, Axminster compressor

DECEMBER 2012
PROJECTS: Library bookcases,
Veneered hardwood box,
Tenor ukulele 6, Bird table,
Traditional table games
FEATURES: Workshop
machines 2: The planer
thicknesser, Shop notes
TURNING: Christmas tree
decorations, Square-edged
yew bowl

ON TEST: Einhell circular saw,
Japanese adjustable boring
bits, Makita cordless random
orbit sander, Axminster lathe,
GemRed digital callipers,
Gedore Magic shear cutting set
INDEX: Full contents listing

for the January to December
2012 issues

mmmmmmser

Wiodm'ke

& Wodiarner

JULY 2012

PROJECTS: Veneered DVD
cabinet 1, Tenor ukulele 1, Oak
blanket chest

FEATURES: Making mechanical
joints, Building a tailor-made
bench 2, Routing with
templates, Shop notes
TURNING: Techniques for
turning spalted wood, Three
ways fo shape small boxes

ON TEST: Festool circular saw,
Draper bandsaw, JCB plunge
router, Flexidisc sanding
system, Elmer’s glues, Makita
combination table/mitre saw,
Draper bench-top spindle
moulder, Veritas miniature
planes, Axminster double bevel
marking knife

E 51 |_ Y STILL THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST
G

JANUARY 2013
PROJECTS: Five-bar pedes-
frian gate, Small workbench,
Tambour-fronted chest of
drawers

FEATURES: A woodworker's
ABC 1: the letter A, Shop notes,
Workshop machines 3: Singles
or twins?

TURNING: A selection of bowls,
Combined clock and table
lamp, Hourglasses

ON TEST: Axminster Evolution
chuck, Einhell jigsaw, Osmo
wood fillers, Mafell circular
saw, Dremel Moto-Saw,

0smo PolyX-0il wood finih,
Hitachi cordless combi drill,
Veritas marking gauge, Einhell
workshop vacuum cleaner

BACK ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE FROM OUR CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPARTMENT
AT £3.60 PER ISSUE (£3.75 FROM OCTOBER 2011) PLUS POSTAGE AND PACKING

CALL 0844 848 8822 TO ORDER YOUR COPIES

Every month we aim to bring you the best projects, the widest range of tests and the most
useful techniques, building up into a complete library of essential woodworking knowledge.
If you've missed an issue, here’s your chance to find that vital tool test or project.

If an issue is sold out, we can send you a photocopy of any feature at a discount price.

AUGUST 2012

PROJECTS: Children's outdoor
climbing frame, Tenor ukulele
2, Open cherry bookcase, DVD
cabinet drawers

FEATURES: Making interlocking
joints, Using profile-scribing
and panel-moulding cutters,
Shop notes

TURNING: Desktop companion,
Cutting screw threads, Dows-
ing pendulum

ON TEST: Axminster Stayput
worklight, Mafell cross-
cutting system, Axcaliber mitre
trimmer, Festool Surfix oil
finish system, Makita cordless
biscuit jointer, Proxxon bench
drill, Axminster squirrel-tail
palm plane
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FEBRUARY 2013
PROJECTS: Burr oak
Davenport 1, Kitchen shelving
units, Gadget carry case
FEATURES: A woodworker's
ABC 2: the letter B, Shop
notes, Workshop machines 4:
The bandsaw
TURNING: Two-stage tall vase,
Toy cakes and tarts, Spinning
wheel bobbins
ON TEST: Einhell circular saw,
Axminster reversible air drill,
Tuff Saws Vari-tooth bandsaw
blades, Bosch site radio,
Hitachi bench planer, Metabo
TurboTec orbital sander,
Makita circular saw, Festool
cordless jigsaw, Jet workshop
extractor
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SEPTEMBER 2012
PROJECTS: Curvy ash reclining
chair, Interwoven room screen,
Tenor ukulele 3, Glass-topped
map table

FEATURES: Shaping your
work, Getting components

to fit together well, Making

a ledged-and-braced door,
Shop notes

TURNING: Writers' Circle
trophy, Multi-centred wall
plaque, Green bowl in
applewood

ON TEST: Makita cordless
jigsaw, Intelligent Workshop
and Qwas bench dogs, Osmo
oil finishes, Hammer planer
thicknesser, Numatic work-
shop vacuum cleaner

MARCH 2012

PROJECTS: Burr oak
Davenport 2: fitting out and
finishing, Simple step stool,
Inkle loom

FEATURES: A woodworker's
ABC 3: the letter C, Workshop
machines 5: The bench
mortiser, Adapting a drill press
table, Shop notes

TURNING: 16-part segmented
bowl, Sanding and finishing
work on the lathe, Wooden
flowers

ON TEST: Trend router table
insert, Festool router, Makita
biscuit jointer, Bosch table
saw, Metabo cordless sabre
saw, Marples marking tool set,
Pax tenon saw
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Our FREE classified advertisement service

FOR SALE

L AC

Send
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FREE

Dremel drill press; £20. DeWalt
DW753 150mm grinder/linisher
plus spare belts; £99. Buyer
collects.

01434 682419 (Northumberland)

Record Power lathe, model
Drillmaster DMC24, with Duplex
chuck system and 18 woodturning
chisels; £200.

01788 522276 (Warwickshire)

AEG Lurem Maxi 26 Plus
universal woodworker; £400. AEG
Camvac twin-motor drum-type dust
extractor; £150.

01273 304778 (East Sussex)

Quality veneers. Ash fiddleback,
3.8sq m; £30. Teak, 3.6sq m; £25.
Teak, 2.3sq m; £15. Prices allow for
a few minor edge defects on item 3,
and include postage.

01904 769154 (Yorkshire)

Myford ML8 lathe, 1hp single-
phase motor, 24in centres, wood
and bowl turning three-jaw chuck,
tower for holding cutters, on cabinet;
£240.

01395 443857 (East Devon)

Planer thicknesser, 10 x 6in
capacity, on wheeled base, as new;
£200. Router table, cast iron, sliding
carriage; £100.

01273 552843 (East Sussex)

Carpenter’s bench with

vice, 684 x 31 x 34in, heavy
construction, in excellent condition;
£100. Buyer collects. No time
wasters please!

01733 266860 (Cambridgeshire)

Record Power drill stand, model
DMS26, cast iron with 43mm collar,
fits most drills, used only once so
as new; £60.

01372 273268 (Surrey)

Record planer thicknesser,
model PT260, 10 x 6in cutting
capacity, in very good condition,

complete with RSDE1 dust extractor;

£275. Perform CCBB 170mm
bandsaw; £65. Rexon 13in floor-
standing drill press; £50.
01440 709022 (Suffolk)

Woodworker magazines, about
110 copies from 2001 to 2012;
offers. Buyer collects.

0121 554 0062 (Birmingham)

Oak spindles, 45 at 890 x 31 x
31mm, 7 ditto (slight seconds), 4
infill strips at 900 x 31 x 8mm; £95.
01702 466399 (Essex)

Kity combination machine, model
CK26, includes saw bench, 9 x

6in planer, spindle moulder and
mortiser, with sliding tables and
tooling; £500.

01444 450753 (West Sussex)

Living Woods magazine, nos
4-13; £10 plus postage. Registered
mortise chisels, 1%in and 1%%in,
very good condition: £15.

01268 777070 (Essex)

Hardwood offcuts, suitable

for craft workers, plus lots of
small tools including Record 3in
engineers’ vices.

020 8856 2456 (South London)

25 drop-leaf table leaves, 18th
century mahogany, measuring 42 x
20 x %in; £15 each, plus assorted
mahogany planks. Please call
evenings only.

01787 280472 (Suffolk)

Woodworker magazine, January
1968 to August 1981 and January
1993 to December 2012; £10. Buyer
collects.

01233 622653 (East Kent)

WANTED

Rabone 3it boxwood folding rule for
personal use in my workshop.
0208 958 8735 (Middlesex)

S piers / Norris planes wanted by
private collector; top prices paid for
quality tools.

01530 834581 (Leics)

Woodworking hand tools,
especially old wood and metal
planes, wanted by collector. Write
to Mr B Jackson, 10 Ayr Close,
Stamford PE9 2TS or call

01780 751768 (Lincs)

Woodworking tools: planes by
Norris, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston,
Slater etc, brass braces, interesting
rules and spirit levels; top prices
paid, auction prices beaten.
01647 432841 (Devon)

USE THIS FORM TO BOOK YOUR FREE AD

Please publish this advertisement in the next available edition of

* This space is available only to private individuals wishing to buy or sell

woodworking machinery and tools.

* The maximum value of any item for sale must not exceed £500. A small fee is
payable for items offered at over £500; please ring 01689 869852 for details.

¢ Each coupon is valid for one free insertion in the next available issue.

* The publisher accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in this section.

Name

Address

Postcode,

Signature

Daytime tel no.

Woodworker

MARKETPLACE

The Woodworker. | am a private advertiser and have no trade connections.

PLEASE TICK: FORSALE  wanTED U

My advertisement (max 20 words please) reads as follows:

Please write your advertisement in BELOCK CAPITALS and send it to: The Woodworker Marketplace, MyTimeMedia Ltd,
Hadlow House, 9 High Street, Green Street Green, Orpington, Kent BR6 6BG. You can also email your free ad to:
thewoodworker@mytimemedia.com Send/email a photograph of your item and we’ll include it with your ad for FREE
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ARCHIVE Storage

Wardrobes
down the years

What a difference a couple of decades can make...

One of the perks of this job — aside from
the chauffeured limos, the six-figure salary
and free cakes at the patisserie next door
— has to be the few snatched moments |
get to spend each month browsing in The
Woodworker archives. Over in the Long
Gallery, where the sun shines weakly
through aged dusty glass, | can stroll
between the quiet shelves and take my
pick from acres of printed pages past.

In every house or flat storage in general
— but specifically clothes storage — remains
a perennial problem, particularly in the
smaller dwelling. While our tastes may
change over the years, our industrialised
human needs remain broadly the same.
Hence a wardrobe (or a linen press) made
centuries ago is not overly dissimilar to its
modern counterpart today. .. notwithstanding
a sliding door or two. Today I've stumbled
across a couple of old Woodworker articles
on making a free-standing wardrobe, but

separated by only twenty years in time.

These two archive ‘robes are constructed
on broadly similar lines, with two hinged
doors, slab carcass construction, hanging
space on left, shelves on the right and so
on, but the differences - though subtle -
speak of a changing world either side of
the Second World War. Both wardrobes
feature doors made from veneered
man-made boards - laminated blockboard
is mentioned in both articles, although
chipboard makes an early appearance* in
1954 — but here things differ. The article
from the 1934 Woodworker, in a reflection
of a time when decoration was highly
prized (think Art Deco), recommends that
the doors be hand veneered to achieve the
desired appearance (“damp the selected
veneer before laying and place between
boards to flatten it").

One thing that did surprise me though
was the difference in jointing the sides to

the top and bottom. It's the later model
which features lap dovetails, and the earlier
one which applauds the use of housing
joints — not necessarily what one would
have expected, although the maker from
the ‘30s redeems himself by forming these
as dovetail housing joints, so we can't
really criticise too much there.

Roll on next month. I've booked my
ride...

v Z

*| shall be looking for the earliest possible
mention of this particular (or should that be
particulate?) material over the coming
months: Ed.

More from The Woodworker archive next month...
The Woodworker April 2013 www.getwoodworking.com




woodworks

Carving, Craft, Pyrography and Toy Making
all in one place
When it comes to Pyrography speak to the experts.
We probably have the largest selection of machines and tips in the UK.
In machines we carry the Razertip, single pen and double pen machines, the

Peter Child machine, the Fire Writer machine and the Pyromaster and with prices
from just £20.95.
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Not only do we carry the machines but also all the spares, Pens, Cords, Grips and Adapters.
If your machine is working fine but you need a new pen, we carry a range of adapter cords to
enable you to fit a new pen to it.
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As for tips, if you are a Bird Carver, a Fish Carver, a Gourd Artist, a General Carver or a
General Pyrographer, or maybe a Wood Turner looking to decorate a bowl, then we have the tips.
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A Family business, giving family service and famlly values

Order online at

www .woodworkscraftsupplies.co.uk

or phone on
01633 400847
Woodworks Craft Supplies, P.O.Box 102, Caldicot NP26 9AG



Introducing the Best Value
12" Bandsaw on the Market

The BS12 is built to offer exceptional performance whilst offering better features and performance
and value for money. Our brief was to create a than most of the competition and apply our 5 year
machine that could compete in the entry level market guarantee with absolute confidence.

The BSI12 a# a Glance...

le value for money, the BSI2 12 Bandsaw

fering unbeatabl
price bracket.

Jn addition 0 0,
boasis numerous features not ofte

BS12 - Other Bandsaws

2n seen on machines in this

28 i ] Reauiré II
Easy Access Handles Tool Requirec

e
3 s din
! A far less convenient solusion.
i be opened eas | far less conveniel
The doors can be opened easily Af

! Ly lople
withou? the need for 00ls.

' 1 N ides
ndard GUIde:
I:mlf -Adjust Guides Standara Guidc

d E

! L T
d A5 1A 7 g7 aP ')
A superiord 1, similar ¢

our ,!)J'.("hlh'h’il bandsaw range.

= Limited Access

/
ide less support and

fine.
ire tools to adjust.

U'JHPI oved y4£ C

I ¢ ook alld
Most bandsaws feature smaller

: ka
a0 Inhle ince 'fJ't"."c!S
faole Insery mark - enang
lable inserts, restricling access.

Gccess and adjusiment very easy.
4 sUnnIion
iy ~as yy Trunhic

ieel Rack Casi Alloy

.Sh‘"t"." Racr

Pinion Trunnion

)
8

z il

Includes leg stand,
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Prices valid until 30.04.2013. E&OE

Over 260 PY

RECORD POWER BN
100 -

ESTABLISHED 1909°

/,ﬂ ST

years

Experience « Knowledge

www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 561 520




