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MAKEOVER
HOW TO PAINT THE 

OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME

BUILD
TAKE A WEEKEND TO 
INSTALL A PERGOLA

GARDEN
CLEVER WAYS TO  

SAVE TIME & MONEY
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Most Trusted DIY Power Tool brand

Thank you New Zealand
for voting Bosch your Most Trusted Brand

Home – made by you.



Available Now

Optimal Guidance
Thread for an optional attachable 
anti-vibration handle.

www.bosch-pt.co.nz
www.facebook.com/BoschDIYANZ

NEW! Multi Tool Range 
with Starlock Technology

Starlock system
Conical shape of the tool holder, 
the accessory simply slides into  
the tool and will be held securely  
by two internal magnets.

Performance
Consistent high performance even  
under load with a 250 watt motor.

Variable speed control
For optimum versatility 
and control for any application.

AutoClic
Accessory change  
in just 3 seconds. PMF 250 CES

PMF 220 CE & PMF 350 CES 
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Decorate
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Get designer furniture on a DIY 
budget by using wallpaper

60 VINTAGE CHINA CABINET
Give a dated piece fresh appeal 
with new door knobs and paint
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eye-catching accessories 
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Install a roof over a deck for an 
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Remove rust and paint the  
doors for a DIY revamp
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degrees of heat from mild to very hot, 
they can be used in cuisines such  
as Italian, Thai, Eastern European, 
Indian, Mexican and Chinese. 

Grow them yourself so you have  
fresh chillies on tap or preserve them 
for later use. We show you how and 
share some fantastic recipes for using 
your homegrown produce, page 94.

Also in the garden this month, take 
our handy tips on saving money with 
savvy strategies, page 102, and learn 
about planting hellebores, page 108.

Enjoy the issue,

Maybe it is the end of winter 
and still chilly outside, but 
it’s also the ideal time to get 

outdoors and start preparing the 
backyard for the warmer weather.

So we’ve packed this issue with 
projects to help motivate you.

Find out how to install new gates, 
page 22, freshen up the exterior of 
your house with paint, page 40, build 

THIS 
ISSUE

THE HANDYMAN TEAM

EDITOR’S
LETTER

a roof over your deck, page 66, and 
refinish the pizza oven, page 82. 

Crafty approach
If you’re hunting for something 
interesting to do indoors, well out 
of the cold, blogger Melissa Darr 
explains how to give an old china 
cabinet a new look, page 60.

Basic home fittings such as a wall 
mirror and a pendant light can be 
brought right up to date with some 
simple techniques, page 62.

In the garden
Chillies are one of the most versatile 
additions to recipes, and with varying 

Goodbye Lee
This month, the team at 

Handyman Magazine says  

a fond but sad goodbye to our 

managing editor Lee Dashiell. 

After nine years with the 

magazine he’ll be missed, so join 

us in wishing him all the best.

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH
For an extremely portable solution 
to tiling projects around the home, 
the Ryobi R18TS-0 105mm Wet/Dry 
Tile Saw fits the bill perfectly.

This cordless and lightweight 
saw can be swapped from wet to dry 
mode at the flick of a switch. The 
large-capacity, gravity-feed water 
bottle means you aren’t tied down to 
a water supply. Ryobi 105mm Tile Saw, $179.

Use it to cut ceramic, granite, 
marble and masonry products as 
well as for grout removal.

A polished finish on the base and 
brackets provides corrosion and 
wear resistance for tool longevity.

As part of Ryobi’s ONE+ system of 
more than 40 tools, it will accept any 
Ryobi One+ 18V battery you 
may already own (ryobi.co.nz).
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GIVE DAD WHAT HE REALLY WANTS 
THIS FATHER’S DAY.

Ryobi ANZ

ONE BATTERY POWERS OVER 40 GIFTS.



Easy ceiling
makeover

www.handihome.com.au.

If your bathroom or kitchen ceiling has 

condensation mould or flaking plaster, here's the 

perfect solution.  Beautiful, white high gloss 

Panelscape PVC Ceiling Panels just slot together in a 

tight, flush, mould free, almost invisible join to 

make a continuous waterproof ceiling.

Simply glue the lightweight panels straight over 

your existing ceiling or timber frame.  Your 

Panelscape ceiling will always look new. No painting 

is ever required.   

Panelscape is available through hardware and 

plumbing outlets for about $24 per square metre in 

sizes 250mm wide x 1.8M and 2.4M in length x 

5mm thick.

For a free brochure and sample please phone 

(03) 9460 8000 or email info@handihome.com.au. 

SHandi HomeHandi Home

The
perfect 
solution
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LOWER THE 
COST OF LIVING

HANDY 
STUFF

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

Cut household expenses with these 
clever home and garden products

TRANSFORM wrinkling fruit 
into delicious jams with the help 
of a Tala Sugar and Jam Deluxe 
Thermometer, $32. It attaches 
easily to a pot using the spring clip 
on the back. giftdirectory.co.nz

AVOID buying bottled water and fill  
up at home with a Stefani Twin 
Undersink Water Filtration System, 
$129. The two-stage filtering 
process removes sediment, then 
taste and odours. stefani.com.au

SAVE excess fruit for snacks by 
drying it out in an Excalibur Food 
Dehydrator, $699. It has nine trays 
and an adjustable temperature 
control. Dry fish, meat and vegies 
as well. excaliburdehydrator.co.nz

TURN kitchen scraps into nutritious 
soil fertiliser using a 180L Tumbling 
Composter, $157. It’s designed for 
easy turning and lids at both ends 
take the hassle out of filling and 
emptying it. bunnings.co.nz     

PRESERVE seasonal produce from 
the garden with a Kilner Enamel 
Preserving Pan, $160. This 8L 
carbon steel pan is perfect for 
making chutneys, jams, jellies 
and stocks. millyskitchen.co.nz P
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* Chargers and batteries come with  
a 3 year replacement warranty.

CUT AND TRIM 

THIS SPRING!

FEATURING

2.7m lightweight  

extension pole

7 position pivoting head

4 position pivoting handle

CORDLESS  

POLE  PRUNER

Cuts branches and tree 

limbs up to 170mm wide. 

CORDLESS POLE 

HEDGE TRIMMER

Trims large hedges and 

bushes with 400mm 

cutting blade.



LEARN how to have happy bees in 
your backyard with The Bee Book 
($48, Penguin). It’s a detailed guide 
on their lives and how to create 
bee-friendly spaces, plus recipes  
and much more. penguin.co.nz

HAVE fresh eggs available every 
day by keeping hens in a Qiq Fix 
Pet Castle Chicken Coop, $340. 
It measures 2020 x 755 x 1030mm, 
is lockable and provides access to 
grass and a laying area. harco.co.nz   

POLLINATE fruit trees and create 
fresh honey with a Technosetbee 
Beehive Package 3, $253. Built 
using tough polypropylene, the kit 
includes two brood boxes, a vented 
floor and a hive cover. beequip.nz

GROW your own vegies with the 
Mr. Fothergill’s Organic Garden 
herb and vegetable seed range, 
$5 a pack. Each pack has enough 
for the whole season, saving you 
cash. mrfothergills.co.nz

HANDY STUFF
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HANDY STUFF

CROSS the water bill off the budget 
by hoarding rain in a Promax 
30,000L Water Tank, $4222. Made 
of food-grade polyethylene, it has 
a 20-year warranty and no side 
seams. promaxplastics.co.nz 

AUTOMATE devices such as heaters 
and lamps this winter with an HPM 
Seven-Day Plug-In Digital Timer, $29 
for two, plus slash energy bills. Fit two 
per powerpoint and program up to 
16 on/off switches a day. hpm.co.nz

KEEP tabs on your electricity usage 
with an Arlec Energy Cost Meter, 
about $27. It calculates the running 
cost of household appliances and 
displays voltage, current, power 
used and costs. arlec.com.au

CUT power bills with a Philips 42W 
Halogen EcoClassic Fancy Clear 
Light Bulb, about $6 for two. Using 
30% less energy than standard bulbs, 
it produces maximum brightness the 
instant it’s switched on. philips.co.nz

RAISE the temperature in your home 
without increasing the bills by using 
an Arlec 400W Eco Panel Heater, 
$78. This slim, wall-mounted 
warmer has a programmable 24/7 
timer and a tip-over safety switch.
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01-04758-001

©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. 
A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

Time of Freedom

Sculptural 
motorcycle 
announces 
each hour!

For quickest delivery, order online:
www.bradford.net.nz
Quoting promotion code: 27569

Montage art revs up this hand-crafted 
biker-styled Cuckoo Clock

•
Features chrome-finish pendulum and 

chains with hanging “pipes”
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01-04758-001

©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.
A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

Sculptural 
motorcycle 
announces 
each hour!

For quic
ww
Quot

Montage art
biker-

Features ch
chains

Roaring down an open road on thundering steel, wind in 
your face, free as a powerful eagle in flight, time flies by for 
a biker, swept up in the pulse-pounding thrill of the ride. 

Bold style revs up 
every hour of the day 

Celebrate the pursuit of freedom and the love of the open 
road with Time of Freedom, a market-first motorcycle-
inspired cuckoo clock. The dramatic black-hued case is 

customised with chrome-finished accents, and 
topped with a sculpted artist’s resin eagle. Vivid 

montage art recalls a classic American chopper 
and symbols of freedom.  A precise quartz 

movement powers the speedo meter-
style clock face, while decorative 

hanging chains with “pipes” and a 
gleaming pendulum with the motto 

“Ride Hard, Live Free” add to the thrill. And, each 
hour, the door opens … as a sculptural motor-cycle revs 
up to mark the time!  

Strictly Limited… 
reserve Yours Now!

Strong demand is expected and reservations will be limited 
to ONE ONLY, so act now to acquire the Time of Freedom 
Cuckoo Clock at its $299.95 issue price, payable in five 
instalments of $59.99 each, plus $19.99 postage and 
handling, backed by our 365-day guarantee. Send no 
money now. Just mail the coupon or go online today at 
www.bradford.net.nz and search for ‘Time of Freedom’.

Clock case shown much 
smaller than actual size 

of appr. 36cm tall x 
8cm deep; 71cm tall 
with pendulum and 
“pipes”. Requires 2 
“D” and one “AA” 

battery, not included.

 THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
Please Respond Promptly

YES! Please reserve the “Time of Freedom Cuckoo Clock” for me as 
described in this advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.

PAY NOTHING NOW

Please allow up to 15 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria 
may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.net.nz. From time to time, we may allow carefully screened 
companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. ❑

✂

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms _________  First Name: ______________________________________

Surname: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ Postcode: ______________

Phone:  _______________________________________________________________

Email:  ________________________________________________________________

Reserve yours today.  3 easy options:

1. MAIL  no stamp required, to:

The Bradford Exchange, Freepost No.98331, 
PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142

or 2. PHONE: Toll-Free 09 829 0475
10am-7pm E.S.T Mon – Fri

or 3. ONLINE at www.bradford.net.nz  

                                                   quoting promotion code: 27569

✉

�

�



What’s new
Available at Bunnings

With winter finally at an end, now’s a great time to organise your home and head outdoors  
for spring cleaning – we’ve got a great range to help you get it done.

Simple way to  
enhance your home
Roman Blind Matchstick 
Mahogany, made by Smart Home 
Products, are a quick and easy 
solution for shading sun drenched 
rooms – perfect for interior areas 
to compliment modern decor. This 
Roman style blind is simple to 
install and has a matching 12cm 
valance that neatly covers the head 
rail and other components.  
From $33.79

paint with light
Change the mood and ambience of your home with the flick of a switch 
and create light schedules to influence mood, behaviour and routine. 
Sync the Philips Hue 10W A60 LED Bulbs with music and movies for 
extra effect with the use of third party apps. Also compatible with Apple 
HomeKit technology. $318

loadS of Space for laundry
Elite’s Grey Laundry Centre (1120x560mm) offers the widest possible 
bench space to work with while still featuring a full size laundry tub. It has 
a large amount of storage space with four drawers in three different sizes. 
It also features the new DISCCO Gooseneck mixer, satin stainless drawer 
handle trim and top mounted washing machine isolator taps. $1,297

great for  
allergy SuffererS
Give your home a powerful clean 
with the Silentium 1800W vacuum 
cleaner by Vax. It has incredible 
suction performance (420AW), 
variable suction power and a 
telescopic extension tube. Get into 
tight spots with the crevice tool, 
the floor head, dusting brush and 
upholstery tool. It’s also super  
quiet, lightweight and compact  
for storage. $199

acceSSoriSe the room
Add more storage and organise the room with a KITKO wardrobe. 
Choose from a 1650mm wardrobe with shelves or 2000mm wardrobe 
with shelves and drawers. They’re flatpacked for transportation 
convenience and easy to assemble. These wardrobes are perfect for 
organising your walk-in-wardrobe. From $270



Excludes trade quotes, stock liquidationsand commercial quantities.

Not all products featured are available in all stores, but may be ordered. Shelf prices may be lower than advertised to 
ensure lowest prices every day. We reserve the right to restrict the purchase of commercial quantities. All prices quoted 
are inclusive of GST. Prices valid until Wednesday 5th October 2016, or while stocks last.

power clean
Enjoy that fresh clean feel of a brand new  
car with Karcher’s K4 Premium Car 
Waterblaster. With its 1900W motor,  
9-meter-high pressure hose and car cleaning 
kit, it’ll make light work of the dirtiest vehicle. 
It’s also perfect for odd jobs around the  
house. N-COR Pump guaranteed  
rust/corrosion free for life. 5-year  
residential warranty included. $589

Start on Spring d.i.y. projectS
Get started on D.I.Y. with the Ozito 12V Lithium Drill, 
with variable speed trigger, 17 torque settings, with a 
10mm keyless chuck. Its integrated 12V Lithium-ion 
Battery, you can D.I.Y. almost anywhere. $49

get ready for outdoor entertaining
Get set to welcome the warmer months with Fiammetta 
Rustic Outdoor Fireplaces. Both of these fireplace units 
come with removable ash catcher drawers and are easy 
to put together. One of the designs includes a BBQ grill, 
perfect for entertaining in the spring evenings. $599

love for lawnS
Give your lawn the care it deserves with Ozito’s Power 
Exchange Lawn Mower. Ideal for small to medium  
sized lawns, it’s lightweight, has six different  
cutting positions and a 40L catcher. The Twin  
X 18V Lawn Mower comes with 2 batteries  
and 2 changers so it’ll always be ready  
to go. $499

loadS of torque
This Ryobi ONE+ Impact Wrench Kit, is a toolbox essential. With 3 speed 
settings, its powerful motor can deliver up to 360Nm of torque. The kit 
also includes 2 x 2.5Ah batteries & charger for hours of run time. $349

take your toolS to the next level
Add more power to your arsenal with  
this Ryobi ONE+ 18V upgrade kit  
which includes 2.5Ah and 5.0Ah  
Lithium+ batteries - compatible  
with 40 ONE+ tools in the Ryobi  
range. The Lithium+ batteries feature 
an on-board battery fuel gauge, deep 
discharge and overload protection. $229

power up
Power your Ryobi tools with the  
innovative ONE+ system; one battery  
that works with all ONE+ tools in the  
range. The ONE+ 18V Starter Kit  
includes the new Ryobi Fast Charger  
with USB port for charging your devices  
and an 18V 5.0Ah Lithium+ Battery with  
fuel gauge. $229



Think outside the square and set 
the tone with statement gates
WORDS SITA SIMONS

GAINING 
ACCESS A gate may not be the first thing 

that springs to mind when 
renovating or building, but it 

is functionally necessary and can set 
the tone for the whole house or give 
you an opportunity to get creative. 

Ergonomic function should be 
high on the agenda for a front gate 
that will be used multiple times a day.

It needs to be secure, easy to 
operate and look good, as well as be 
suitable for the kind of use it will get.

For a side passage, where rubbish 
bins most likely need to come in and 
out once a week, the gate must be wide 
enough to accommodate this function, 
with an easy method of securing open.

Be inspired by this selection of 
gate designs for your home.

 Artistic touch
Instead of installing a solid 
gate, which can block the 

architectural and landscaping 
flow, opt for a creative approach.  

This gate offers both security 
and screening, but also functions 
as a modern artwork. Metal and 
timber are used in an attractive 
contemporary combination.

A gate can open inwards, outwards,  
or slide on tracks behind a wall. 

The method you choose must  
first take into account the site. A gate 
can’t swing up a slope and a level area 
is required for best function. 

Proximity to the house, parked 
cars, pedestrians and other potential 
obstacles need to be carefully weighed 
up so the gate doesn’t become a hazard 
and difficult to use. 

How does  
it open?
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 Double duty
This bespoke gatehouse entry 
doubles as the front door. 

It comes complete with an 
intercom and a doorbell, so it can  
be opened from inside the house. 

Visitors are treated to a beautiful 
journey through the tropical garden 
to the actual house entry door. 

The gate is visible from inside 
the house, so it forms an integral 
part of the landscaping.   
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A gate works best when it is in  
keeping with the style of the home, 
particularly with street-facing gates.

Fences fronting character villas 
and bungalows traditionally have 
timber picket gates with feature posts. 

Inner-city terraces typically  
have wrought-iron gates, while  
Art Deco-style houses from the 20s 
and 30s feature woven wire gates, 
usually with decorative scrolls. 

New modern treatments enhance  
these designs and pre-fabricated 
choices are now widely available. 

Check council guidelines in your 
area to be aware of any restrictions 
before planning new gates and fences.

 Dramatic detail
Set at the top of stairs on  
a sloping block, this small 

gate is saved from being heavy 
and dull by the metal floating 
frame and laser-cut metalwork.

It contrasts with the stone 
walls. The stainless steel reflects 
light in a space where all other 
materials are light-absorbing.     

Style and 
materials

 Set the scene
Inspired by a trip to India, 
this garden gate was the 

starting point for the landscaping, 
so it is the focus of the design. 

It was hand-built using 
recycled railway sleepers and 
hardwood, and creates a very 
welcoming space that makes you 
wonder what lies behind it.
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Gone are the days of only latched gates, 
as modern versions come with varying 
levels of security and tailored solutions. 

A gate can be accessed manually 
via a latch or key, with options being 
available for child-proofing, if required. 
Or the gate can be powered by the 
electricity source in your home. 

Remote control gates are popular 
on driveways so you don’t have to get 
out of the car to gain access. Electronic 
key, code pad or swipe cards are secure, 
but you require a separate physical 
control to activate them. 

 Well matched
A well-chosen gate 
enhances and reinforces 

the architectural style while 
providing a practical purpose. 

This 9mm AA marine-grade 
two-ply panel gate is oiled to 
achieve a deep timber sheen.

It works well with the black 
window frames and the Japanese 
home and garden design. 

 Mixed materials
This gate combines the 
durability of an aluminium 

frame with the beauty and 
warmth of natural timber.

It features solid timber 
panelling made from Western  
red cedar with an aluminium 
surround that is available in  
a wide range of colours, making  
it a very versatile gate. 

Access  
and power
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  Specially designed WT Toothing (Wavy Tooth) for cutting 
insulation material.

  Designed to cut Mineral or Glass Wool, EPS – Expanded poly-
styrene, Stone or Rock Wool & XPS – Extruded Polystyrene.

 Works perfectly on all major Brands of insulation.
 The blade is re-sharpenable.
	Comes with rust protection sleeve. 

Bahco PC-22-INS 
Insulation Cutting Handsaw

Bahco PC-22-INS 
Insulation Cutting Handsaw

  Specially designed WT Toothing (Wavy Tooth) for cutting 
insulation material.

  Designed to cut Mineral or Glass Wool, EPS – Expanded poly-
styrene, Stone or Rock Wool & XPS – Extruded Polystyrene.

 Works perfectly on all major Brands of insulation.
 The blade is re-sharpenable.
	Comes with rust protection sleeve. 

bunnings.co.nz



l2  Install the stops
Drill four clearance holes through  
the gate stops 25mm in from one  
edge, then position with the holes 
closest to the wall, flush with the  
post tops. Secure the stops to the 
posts with galvanised timber screws.

l1  Secure the posts
Counterbore 10mm-deep holes at the 
top, middle and base of the posts. Drill 
clearance holes, securing to the house 
with coach screws. Drill the second  
post using a masonry bit, securing to  
the brickwork with Dynabolts.

l3  Assemble the gate
Position the pickets face down and align 
with a spacer block and straightedge. 
Lay the rails 100 and 690mm from the 
base. Secure the pickets 10mm in from 
the rail edges with screws, using three 
on the outer pickets and two on the rest.

If you have an opening that’s too 
big or small for a standard-sized 
gate, build your own. A picket  

gate is a simple DIY project and the 
dimensions can be easily adapted. 

Here, plantation pine pickets were 
used to create a side gate. To build it, 
all you need is a drill and a mitresaw. 

The gothic profile was cut off five 
of the 13 pickets and they were used 
for the rails, brace and gate stops. 

Treated pine posts were secured  
to the house and a brick fence and  
the gate was hung using hinges.  

measurements in mm

520

70

70

690

70
18.5

100

140

RAIL

RAIL

BRACE

GARDEN GATE

Stain or paint  
a timber gate  

to protect it from  
the elements

TOP 
HOLE

POST

STOP
DYNABOLT

POST

BRICKWORK
SPACER 
BLOCK

SCREWS

SPIRIT 
LEVEL

POST

DYNABOLT

 GATE 

 FASTENERS
TYPE USE
8g x 75mm 
coach screws 
and Dynabolts 

Posts

8g x 35mm 
galvanised 
timber screws

Stops, brace, 
rails, hinges

 CUTTING LIST
PART SIZE NO
Plantation pine
Stops 70 x 20 x 800 2
Pickets 70 x 20 x 900 8
Rails 70 x 20 x 690 2
Brace 70 x 20 x 870 1
Treated pine
Posts 90 x 35 x 800 2

Use off-the-shelf pickets to build this traditional 
landscape solution in just a few hours

PICKET PICKET

PICKETS

STRAIGHTEDGE

900
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l5  Hang the gate
Secure the hinges to the rails with two 
screws, then position the gate against 
the stop with a 5mm gap between the 
rails and post. Attach the hinge plates 
to the post with screws, securing a pad 
bolt or latch on the opposite side. 

l4  Attach the brace
Check the gate assembly for square, 
then position the brace diagonally 
20mm from the ends of the rails.  
Mark the angles, remove and cut with  
a mitresaw. Secure the brace to each 
picket using two screws.

A picket gate adds privacy and security to a garden.

BRACE

RAIL

RAIL

SCREWS

POST

RAIL

GAP

 Brace the gate
Gravity can cause the  
sides of a gate to sag, but  

a diagonal compression brace, 
like the one we’ve used here, 
prevents this by moving some  
of the load to the hinged side.  

A compression brace is 
usually positioned from the  
base hinge corner of the frame  
to the top latch corner. 

The brace prevents sagging 
by transferring the downward 
pressure to the hinge.   

DIY TIP
To prevent a hinge from 

squeaking, directly 
apply a lubricating oil, 
or remove the hinge 
pin, then clean, sand 

and reinstall it. 

HINGE

 Find out how to refinish a gate
Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/gate

23Handymanmagazine.co.nz SEPTEMBER 2016



B
U

IL
D

Motueka 1800 x 970mm Deluxe Curved Wooden Picket Gate, about $187. motuekapickets.com
Protector Aluminium 1600/1750 x 975mm Arched Double Top Rail Garden Gate, $198. 

Zenith D-Type Zinc-plated 

Gate Latch, about $12. 

itwproline.com.au

Gartner 150mm Ring 

Gate Latch, about $43, 

from Bunnings.

EufoFence 980 x 920mm 

Chainlink Gate, 

$60, from Bunnings.

Gate Safe Heavy Duty Adjustable 

Gate Hinges, about $70 for 

two, from Bunnings.

Sandleford 100 x 50mm 
Silver Sign, about $5, 

from Bunnings.

GATE 
STYLES

Timber and metal garden gates come 
ready-made in a range of designs both 
classic and modern. Whether you want 
to improve security or keep pets and 
children contained, there is a gate to 
suit every style of landscape. 

Measure the opening or fence gap, 
then choose a style, opting for stainless 
steel or galvanised hardware and locks 
to help prevent rust and corrosion. 

Protector Aluminium  

975 x 900mm Flat-top Gate, $65. 

protectoraluminium.com.au
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Quality that  
outshines other 

woodstains

Sikkens transparent timber finishes have been specially formulated to protect timber from the harsh New Zealand 
elements. The Sikkens Cetol System provides a film forming transparent finish that inhibits dirt adhesion and 

prevents weather discolouration for longer than other finishes.

For optimum performance coat with Sikkens
0800 SIKKENS (745 536) www.sikkens.co.nz 10757



LESS IS MORE
A well-planned renovation and modest extension made the 
most of this suburban home without blowing the budget

WORDS SITA SIMONS

The interior of the home and the outdoor space blend into one.
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EBUDGET TIP
Choose two high-end 

features for each  
room, then save on 
everything else to  

avoid overspending  
when renovating.

W hen a new job meant  
a change of city, it gave the 
Harris family the chance 

to rethink what they wanted in a home. 
Having rented an old terrace in the 

inner city for many years, Tina Harris 
wanted to create something new, and 
a move to the suburbs of a smaller city 
meant the possibility of buying. 

Without a large budget, Tina knew 
she would be in the market for a bit  
of a fixer-upper, but had her mind set 
on a more modern house than she’d 
lived in previously. 

When the couple first inspected 
their new home, price and location 
drove the sale. It was a fairly standard 
suburban house and the interior  
layout consisted of a number of small 
closed-off rooms and narrow hallways.

But the big backyard and pool had 
them immediately interested. 

‘For the first time, I understood 
what people mean when they say they 
saw the potential. As it stood, there was 
just a back door leading to the outside 
space and no real view from anywhere 
in the house, but I knew we could make 
a big improvement,’ says Tina.   
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Letting in light
The price was right and left enough  
in the budget to plan for a 37sqm 
extension to be built off the back. 

The original kitchen and living 
room were dark and uninviting, and 
felt separate from the back garden. 

‘It’s taken for granted now that you 
integrate your outdoor area, but it 
always comes as a surprise to realise 
how little value this held to builders 
and homeowners in the past,’ says Tina. 

DESIGN TIP
Use columns and 

recesses to define 
zones and add interest 
in an open-plan layout 

while retaining  
a sense of space. 

‘I just couldn’t wait to get walls 
knocked down and let in the light.’

The single-level extension would 
leave enough room in the garden for  
a large entertaining deck, a good-sized 
pool and a grassed area. 

Internally, the extension would 
allow for the new open-plan living 
areas and kitchen, which in turn would 
make way for extra personal space in 
the main house, comprising a study 
and small powder room.

Floor-to-ceiling sliding doors connect  
open-plan living areas to the outdoors

SEPTEMBER 2016 New Zealand Handyman28
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Seeking simplicity
The new layout in the extension is 
simple and effective, and while the 
zones are large and open, there  
isn’t any wasted space. 

A staggered design positioned  
the kitchen at one end of the space, 
which in turn allowed for a private 
dining nook to be created on the 
other side of a dividing column. 

Large without being cavernous, 
the kitchen features sleek, narrow 
cabinets that mirror the shape of the 
room, and so are in perfect balance. 

‘Storage is everything in the 
kitchen, of course, but instead of 
running cabinets up the whole wall, 
we used the length of the room 
instead,’ says Tina.

‘We have lots of cabinets, but the 
space looks and feels very pared back.  
This approach has really set the tone 
for the whole house.’   

The sleek kitchen is fitted with cost-effective flatpack cabinets. 
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Playing with space
The rooms in the main house are 
small, but maximum function and 
space has been retained in each. All 
the bedrooms have built-in storage, 
and the lack of space is embraced. 

Instead of using mirrored built-ins, 
which would be a traditional way to 
create the illusion of space, Tina opted 
for timber for warmth and earthiness.

The playful strip of mirror on the 
doors serves a practical purpose and 
also reflects the feature pendant lights. 

‘I like a bedroom to be cosy  
and relaxing, and I don’t think you 
need lots of space for that. Colours 
and textures used are the main 
considerations,’ says Tina.

The smaller rooms also helped 
with budget constraints. Using 
recesses not only provides a focal 
feature and adds depth to a space,  
but it also creates extra practical 
surfaces with built-in headboards.

Built-in desks and wardrobes 
streamline the kids’ bedrooms.   

Choose timber doors with mirrored panels  
for built-ins to inject texture and warmth

In the main bedroom, the focus is on creating a cosy and relaxed mood.

ABOVE A sliding cavity door connects the 
ensuite to the bedroom, saving space.
BELOW Customised inexpensive furniture in  
a kid’s bedroom can be changed as they grow. 
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FINISH A WEEKEND 
OF PAINTING BY 

SATURDAY NOON.

Achieve a perfect finish on every surface around 
the home with the Flexio range of indoor/outdoor 
sprayers. From bedroom walls to garage doors, living 
room ceilings to outdoor furniture, you can spray 
almost any paint, quickly and easily. 

Say goodbye to old-fashioned brushes and rollers. 
It’s time for a smarter way to paint. 

F O R  L A R G E  P R OJ E C TS
990

See it in Action

VISIT US ONLINE 
wagner.co.nz



Living in colour
White works well for an overall scheme, 
particularly in an open-plan area, but 
knowing where to introduce colour is 
key to adding visual depth.

Built-in recesses serve a practical 
purpose of adding storage space, but 
also create shadows, so expanses of 
white wall are broken up. 

While the living area is zoned to 
watch TV, floor-to-ceiling sliding 
doors give the home what it was 
missing, a connection to the outdoors. 

Paying homage to 1950s style and 
featuring carefully curated items, the 
living spaces are visually interesting 
without feeling overdone. 

‘I’ve been a bit of a collector and 
you keep hold of things because letting 
them go feels wasteful. But in preparing 
for the move, I realised I had lots of 
stuff that I didn’t even like,’ says Tina. 

‘I understand now that having less 
but loving it makes me happier and 
my home looks more put together.’ 

Panels of feature colour create  
a theme and give a definite nod to  
the owners’ personalities. 

‘I love colour, but I didn’t want 
anything to look too busy. In previous 
homes, I’ve gone to town with colour, 
as I didn’t know where to stop. I was 
determined not to do this here and 
I’m pleased with the results.’   

Break up expanses of white walls and  
add character with pops of colour

Using the basics of feng shui, a Chinese 
philosophy of directing energy, the 
colours were chosen to reflect the 
mood that was wanted in each space.

 Transform an interior with colour
Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/colour
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For a clean look in living areas,  
only display items you really love

A recessed entertainment area streamlines the living space.

The bedrooms are energised by the bold colours on the walls.

The study has a softer  
colour scheme to 
encourage calmness 
and concentration. 
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Planning wisely
This is a house that has taken budget 
and building restrictions and made 
the most of what was there. 

Money was saved by using the 
same paint and tiles throughout, and 
small pops of colour. 

Paint has been used to define  
and brighten but also to disguise  
less-than-perfect walls in the main 
house, and also make a feature of 
unsightly radiators. 

Furnishing is kept to a minimum, 
but interest is brought into each space 
with the use of simple recesses. 

Creating consistency
The bathrooms and ensuite in the 
house all feature the same tiles but  
in different tones and ways. 

A downstairs powder room uses  
the large-format grey tiles on a false 
wall to hide the toilet cistern and 
streamline the space. 

An angled section of the wall 
creates shadows and the illusion of 
depth, making the room feel bigger. 

The bathroom features the tiles  
in two different greys on the walls and 
floor. The recess theme is continued, 
this time backed with a mirror, which 
takes the emphasis off the corner of 
the room and creates an infinity view. 

In the ensuite, a large shower and 
lots of glass give an upscale hotel feel, 
with not a white tile in sight. Storage 
is provided by a large vanity and  
a heated towel rail ups the luxury.

BUDGET TIP
Use the same tiles in 

bathrooms throughout 
the house to reduce 

material buying costs 
and create a uniform, 

streamlined look.

ABOVE Tiles are used to cleverly 
conceal the toilet cistern.
RIGHT Lots of glass in the ensuite 
gives the illusion of spaciousness.
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Minimal Sink Mixer
ESS010
SKU 315347
All Pressures (min. 35kpa)
10 Year Warranty
(Pulldown Sink Mixer 
in main image ESS011,
Mains Pressure Only)

Minimal Gooseneck
Basin Mixer ESS020
SKU 315421
Mains Pressure Only
10 Year Warranty

Minimal Shower
Mixer ESS031
SKU 315459
Mains Pressure Only
10 Year Warranty

E-STEEL

foreno.co.nz
info@foreno.co.nz
0508 367 366

stainless steel for function & style

Knowing where to spend and  
where to save meant that Tina  
was able to incorporate inexpensive 
items but still keep the overall look 
sleek and sophisticated. 

In the bathrooms, vanities are 
run-of-the-mill, but tapware is high 
end. Likewise in the kitchen, the 
cabinets are standard flatpack, but 
Tina splurged on the island bench 
chairs and the extractor.

‘These elements lift the room 
and claim your attention. A lot can 
be done with clever planning and  
a good builder,’ says Tina. 

In the bathrooms,  
a mix of inexpensive and 

high-end fittings work 
together in harmony. 

BELOW A timber  
frame and paint make  

a feature out of the 
old-fashioned radiator.



Create a seamless transition between living 
spaces with a multipurpose outdoor room

INSIDE    OUT

A well-equipped alfresco 
entertaining area is one of  
the most sought-after features 

in the modern New Zealand home. 
Creating an outdoor room extends 

the existing living area, providing  
a space where you can take advantage 
of the long, hot summers.

Protected from the elements, it can 
be used all year, whatever the weather.

Here, a garage was converted  
into an outdoor room. Large windows 
and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass  
doors close off or open up the room, 
providing a natural flow between 
zones and bringing the outdoors in.

Adding a home-entertainment 
system and comfortable seating offers 
an alternative to the traditional living 
room, creating a relaxing retreat.   
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DESIGN TIP
An outdoor room is 
protected from the 

elements, so you can 
set it up with amenities 

such as lighting  
and appliances.

Watch the video ‘How To Wall Mount A TV’ at bunnings.co.nz/diy-advice

Make the room more functional by adding an entertainment system.
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Entertainer’s delight
The backyard barbecue is a great 
Kiwi tradition, but heading in and 
out of the house to prepare food 
and clean up is inconvenient and 
keeps you away from the action.

Equipping your outdoor room 
with a compact, but functional, 
kitchen makes entertaining easy and 

allows you to take care of your guests’ 
needs without leaving the party.

Adding a bar fridge keeps drinks 
and snacks on hand, while a sink and 
a dishwasher make clearing up simple 
at the end of the day.

Installing wall cabinets provides 
storage space for plates, cups and 
appliances and keeps things tidy. 

Boost your living 
space by converting  
the garage into an 

outdoor room

Increase storage with wall cabinets and add wow factor with LED lighting underneath.

DIY TIP
When designing  

an outdoor kitchen, 
consider the location  
of current plumbing  
to minimise costs of 

installing new outlets.

Watch the video ‘How To Assemble Wall Cabinets’ at bunnings.co.nz/diy-advice
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   Guaranteed 
protection for   
   your home*

Dulux 
Promise

 Guaranteed not to peel, 
flake or blister for as 
long as you live in 

 your house.*

®Dulux, Weathershield and Worth doing, worth Dulux 
are registered trade marks of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty 
Ltd. Colours shown are as close as possible to actual 
paint colours. Colours and finishes can vary depending 
on the application. Always confirm your colour choice 
with Dulux Colour Chips and Dulux Colour Samplers.

Dulux 
St Clair 
Quarter

Dulux 
Sugarloaf
Island Half

Designed to withstand all types of weather,
Dulux Weathershield is guaranteed not to peel, 
flake or blister for as long as you live in your home.

Choose from over 4500 colours at dulux.co.nz
*Terms and conditions apply, refer to the product label for full conditions or see dulux.co.nz for more details. 
This guarantee does not limit and may not necessarily exceed your rights under the Consumer Guarantees Act.



PAINT-JOB 
Update the exterior of your home with expert 
preparation and application techniques

I t requires plenty of time and elbow 
grease to paint the outside of  
your house, so it pays to get it right 

the first time around. 
Paint won’t adhere to dirty or flaky 

surfaces, so ensure the walls are clean 
and smooth before picking up a brush.

Factor in preparation time when 
planning and work from the top down 
to avoid dirtying cleaned surfaces.

Always allow enough time for 
repairs to dry or cure, leaving finishes 
such as new sand and cement-based  
render for 30 days before painting.
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 Cleaning the surfaces
A water blaster is effective 
for removing loose paint and 

built-up grime on surfaces. 
It’s worth investing in one for 

general home maintenance, but 
make sure you use it carefully near 
windows, as it may break the glass.

Avoid directing water up under 
the eaves and keep the nozzle 500mm 

away from the surface being 
cleaned. Always start with a low 
pressure and test a small section 
prior to full-scale cleaning.

If you don’t have a water 
blaster, you can scrub surfaces  
using a stiff brush on a pole and  
a bucket. Mix the water with liquid 
sugar soap or mild detergent, then 
hose thoroughly with clean water.   

Follow these easy steps to cleaning, 
preparing and painting the house  
to get the job done well.

l1  CLEAN the surfaces thoroughly by 
hand or use a water blaster.

l2  PREPARE the surfaces by removing 
rough sections and flaking paint with 
a scraper or sandpaper.

l3  PATCH any damaged areas such  
as gaps, holes or cracks.

l4  PROTECT the surrounds using drop 
sheets and mask off trim.

l5  APPLY two coats of paint, allowing  
it to dry completely in between.

FIVE-STEP 
PLAN

SAFETY TIP
Water blasters should 
be used safely. Don’t 
operate one when on  
a ladder, as the force 

could cause you to  
lose your footing.
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Fill and sand any gaps or cracks.

Use a stiff brush to scrub off grime.

41Handymanmagazine.co.nz SEPTEMBER 2016



NAIL HOLE

l1  l2  l3  

l1  Prepare the boards
Scrape and sand away any flaking  
paint using a scraper. Remove any 
rusty or protruding nails and replace 
them with galvanised nails, positioned 
10mm from the original holes.

l2  Patch damaged areas
Remove paint from around the damaged 
area. Overfill slightly using an epoxy 
two-part filler and allow to dry. Sand 
with 80 and 180 grit paper, then prime 
the filled area and any bare timber.

l3  Fill nail holes
Use a caulking gun with a paintable, 
flexible gap sealant to fill holes, gaps or 
cracks around window and door jambs. 
TIP Old caulk loses elasticity, so dig  
it out and refill to weatherproof.   

SCRAPER

SPATULA

TWO-PART 
FILLER 

Preparing weatherboards
Weatherboards are used as external 
wall cladding on a house. 

They are long, thin boards that 
run vertically or horizontally and 
either overlap or fit together with  
a tongue-and-groove joint.

Traditionally, weatherboards were 
made from New Zealand native 
timbers such as rimu, kauri and matai, 
but they are now also available in H3 
LOSP finger-jointed clear grade pine 
and composite materials.

 Sanding weatherboards
If the paint is pre-1980s, the 
chances are it is lead-based. 

To check, buy a test kit and read 
the Ministry of Health’s ‘Removing 
Lead-based Paint’ pamphlet. Go 
to healthed.govt.nz to download.

If it’s lead-free, remove any 
flaking paint with a scraper, then 
feather the edges by sanding with  
80 grit, then 180 grit paper.

SANDING 
SPONGE
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It’s worth keeping these boards  
in good condition, as preparation for 
painting can be a time-consuming 
and difficult task, particularly if the 
old paint has been left for too long 
and has started flaking. 

For boards with flat profiles, it’s 
possible to use a power sander, but 
those with curved profiles need to  
be sanded by hand using flexible 
sanding sponges, making it a tough 
and laborious job if there’s a lot to do.

Keep weatherboards in good condition for easy repainting.

P
IC

TU
R

E 
(M

A
IN

) I
S

TO
C

K

CAULKING GUN

WEATHERBOARD

WEATHERBOARD
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l1  l2  l3  

l1  Prepare the area
Brush off any loose debris, then apply  
a sealing and bonding agent for render. 
Remove any drummy render using an 
angle grinder, bevelling the edges for 
smooth joining of old and new render. 

l2  Patch the hole
Lay mortar in the damaged area with  
a trowel, overfilling slightly. Screed by 
pushing and pulling a straightedge 
across the patched surface. Fill any 
depressions and repeat the process.

l3  Smooth the surface
As the render firms and dries, use a float 
to smooth the area in a circular motion. 
Finish by rubbing the area in a circular 
motion using a flat sponge, blending 
the patch with the existing edges.   

DAMAGED 
AREA

BRUSH

MORTAR  

FLOAT

TROWEL

Masonry includes brick, block or  
stone that is bound with mortar.  
It’s commonly used for the exterior 
walls of houses and retaining walls.

 BAGGED MASONRY has a skim coat 
of wet mortar applied over the surface 
to partially hide the joints and create  
a textured finish. Coloured oxide can be 
added to the mix or the finish painted.

 RENDERED MASONRY has a smooth 
appearance that completely hides all 
joints. Colour can be painted on or 
added to specialty textured coatings.

Preparing 
masonry Bagged

Rendered

P
IC

TU
R

E
S 

(M
A

IN
) A

L
A

M
Y 

(C
E

N
TR

E
) I

S
TO

C
K

MORTAR  
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MARKED 
SECTION

BACKING
PIECE

STRING

FILLER
FC PATCH

l1  Cut around damage
Mark around the damaged area using  
a steel rule and pencil, then cut out  
the section using a jigsaw.
TIP Use a tungsten carbide-coated 
jigsaw blade to cut the FC.

l2  Add the backing
Cut a backing piece 40mm longer and 
2mm narrower than the cut-out section. 
Add holes for string, apply construction 
adhesive to the ends, then position in the 
cut-out section and pull against the wall. 

l3  Fill the section
Allow the adhesive to dry, then cut an 
FC patch to fit the cut-out section. Apply 
adhesive to the back and position on the 
backing. Smooth over the joints with an 
epoxy filler, then sand, seal and paint.    

Made from cement and cellulose, fibre 
cement (FC) is used on exterior walls.

To prepare it for painting, sand 
any flaking paint, then punch nail 
heads beneath the surface and cover 
with a flexible gap sealant. 

Remove mildew by scrubbing with 
one part bleach and three parts water, 
leave for 20 minutes, then rinse clean.
Prime with sealer, then apply two 
coats of exterior grade acrylic.
TIP FC installed before the early 1980s 
may contain asbestos, in which case, 
have repairs done by a specialist.

Preparing  
fibre cement

l1  l2  l3  

DIY TIP
A composite material, 
fibre cement cladding 

is very absorbent,  
so make sure you 

always apply primer 
before painting.
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FC cladding comes in sheets, planks and weatherboards.

STEEL  
RULE

DAMAGED 
AREA

CUT-OUT 
SECTION

CUT-OUT 
SECTION
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Built to last with a 25 year guarantee*.

Peace of mind thanks to Initial Rain Barrier.

Ultra Protection for your home.

4 Seasons 8L in store now! 
                                             For a limited time only

4 Seasons®

25
YEAR

 GUARANTEE*

against peeling,
  blistering & flaking  

Protection from unexpected 
light rain on day of application

®British Paints and 4 Seasons are registered trade marks of British Paints.



There are a few simple rules to painting  
to get a professional finish. 

Work from the top down to avoid 
drips on freshly painted areas. Start 
with gutters, fascia boards and eaves, 
then paint walls, downpipes and trim.

With windows and doors, paint 
them early in the day so they can  
be closed at night. 

For windows, use a 50mm angled 
sash brush, overlapping paint slightly 
onto the glass. When dry, remove it 
with a razor-bladed paint scraper. 

For doors, paint the panels, then 
work into the corners. Use long strokes 
in the direction of the grain, brushing 
back over wet paint to avoid marks.
Paint walls, downpipes and trim. 

When painting weatherboards,  
work horizontally, doing three boards 
at a time. If there are vertical boards 
or panels, complete each from top to 
base before moving to the next. 

 Using a roller
l1  ROLL on the paint using 
moderate pressure and 

reload the roller when the paint 
stops flowing easily.

l2  START near the top of the  
wall, rolling upwards in a big M 
shape and covering 1sqm at a time. 
Roll stripes across with even strokes, 
finishing in one direction, then 
continue lapping into the wet edge.

Use a brush to work the paint into 
cracks and splits and onto the  
base edge of the board, going with  
the grain to smooth the paint.

l3  MASK trim or use a paint  
shield or straightedge and cut  
in as close as possible with an 
angled sash brush.

Extend the paint at least 50mm 
out from the trim, then overlap  
close to the trim using the roller.
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Using a paintbrush
l1  USE a bucket with 100mm  
of paint rather than a full can  
to prevent it from drying out. 

Dip 50mm of bristles into  
the paint and drag the brush 
against the inside of the bucket  
to remove the excess.
l2  LAY the paint on thickly using 
two or three back-and-forth 
strokes. Reload and repeat until 
about 1sqm is covered.
l3  SMOOTH the paint without 
reloading using long strokes, 
working from the unpainted area 
towards the painted. 

Applying paint

Protect trees,  
shrubs, driveways 

and paths from 
overspray with  

drop sheets
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Ozito 1050W Multi  Purpose Mixing Drill, 
$147. ozito.co.nz

Wagner Flexio 585 Paint 

Sprayer, $346. 

wagneraustralia.com.au

3M Instant Lead Test, 

$20 for two swabs. 

3mnz.co.nz 

Karcher 1700W K3 Water Blaster with Home Kit, $299. karcher.co.nz 

Using a spray gun
A spray gun is the quickest way to 
apply paint to a large, smooth surface 
but you need to factor in the time 
taken to protect fixtures and the 
surrounding area from overspray.

l1  COVER any surfaces that are  
not being sprayed. Use drop sheets 
on flooring and newspaper over 
doors and windows. 

l2  WEAR a lightweight spray suit,  
a quality mask and safety glasses.

l3  START at the top and move across 
and down in overlapping layers until 
the area is covered. Use a steady 
back-and-forth motion and keep the 
gun perpendicular to the wall. 

TOP  
PICKS

Dulux Weathershield X10 Low Sheen, $194 for 10L. dulux.co.nz

 youtube.com/HandymanMagazineAU

follow us online 

Handyman 
magazine

Subscribe to our 
channel for new 

videos every week

 YOUTUBE
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Set the pattern
Give everyday items a creative makeover in just hours 

using nothing more than a roll of wallpaper
WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS PROJECTS GEMA BENEITEZ PICTURES SUE FERRIS

Adding designer flair to your 
home on a DIY budget is as 
simple as covering or creating 

furniture with wallpaper.
Stripes and geometric patterns can 

bring a whole new look to a room.
You’ll find lots of interesting 

design choices among the Superfresco 
Easy range available at Bunnings.

These wallpapers are a decorator’s 
dream. You paste the surface not the 
back of the paper, making it easy to 
apply and also remove with no 
steaming or scraping required.   
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A lot of kitchen and dining stools are 
made from timber and finished with  
a clear stain or painted in white.

To make them unique and inject 
colour into a neutral space, wallpaper 
the stool tops and leave the legs.

Choose a wallpaper with bold 
stripes to create a modern take on 
a traditional look that will give 
simple stools a classic update.

This technique also works for 
chairs and can be used on seat backs. 
Choose simple furniture, as cutting 
and pasting intricate shapes makes it 
trickier to get a flawless result.

MARKER

WALLPAPER

PASTE

STOOL 
TOP

WALLPAPER

EDGING 
TOOL

l1  Cut out the wallpaper
Position the wallpaper right side 
down on a flat work surface. Turn  
the stool over and position on the 
wallpaper. Trace around the seat  
with a marker pen, repeating until 
you have enough wallpaper circles  
for the number of stools. Cut out the 
wallpaper circles using sharp scissors. 

l2  Apply the paste
Mix the paste in a plastic tub and 
use a paintbrush to apply to the top 
of the stool, keeping a damp cloth on 
hand to wipe away any excess paste or 
drips. Don’t use too much paste or the 
paper may become soggy and tear.
TIP Lightly sand varnished or painted 
timber to create a key for the adhesive.

l3  Finish the stool
Position the wallpaper circle on the 
top of the stool and gently press it into 
place with your hands then use  
a wallpaper smoothing and edging 
tool to smooth out any air bubbles. 
TIP This wallpaper is washable but to 
seal it, apply a clear water-based matt 
varnish with a brush or roller.   

l1  l2  l3  

STRIPED 
STOOLS



Customise stools with wallpaper tops to create chic and easy casual seating.
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DIY TIP
For best results when 

using wallpaper, remove 
any dirt, flaking paint or 
old wallpaper, then fill 

cracks and sand to 
a smooth finish.
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To turn a side table into a showpiece, cover it with a metallic wallpaper.

54 SEPTEMBER 2016 New Zealand Handyman

DIY TIP
When it’s time for 

a design makeover, 
Superfresco wallpaper  
is easy to remove. Just 

peel off in one piece 
from a corner.
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Cubes are versatile pieces of furniture 
that can do double duty as a side table 
while providing storage. 

To make a plain timber cube table 
more eye-catching, cover every surface 
with wallpaper, including the inside.

Try a striking geometric design 
that will amalgamate well with the 
cube’s shape to make an unusual 
but interesting decor statement.

Choose a small-sized pattern 
because a large design won’t be 
completed or repeated enough to be 
visually understood, and will be 
harder to line up on narrow surfaces.

CIRCLE 
CUTOUT

CUTTING 
MAT

TABLETOP

PASTE

WALLPAPER

EDGING 
TOOL

UTILITY 
KNIFE

l1  Cut out the wallpaper
Position the wallpaper right side down 
on a flat surface. Turn the cube table 
on each side to trace the outline and 
the circle cutouts using a marker pen. 
Be mindful of the pattern as the 
corners will have to match up. Cut out 
the wallpaper using a utility blade and 
scissors, working on a cutting mat. 

l2  Apply the paste
Mix the paste in a plastic tub and use 
a paintbrush to apply to the top  
of the table, keeping a damp cloth on 
hand to wipe away any excess paste  
or drips. Don’t use too much paste or 
the paper may become soggy and tear.
TIP Lightly sand varnished or painted 
timber to create a key for the adhesive.

l3  Paper the cube
Position a piece of wallpaper on the 
tabletop and use a smoothing and 
edging tool to smooth the wallpaper. 
Repeat to cover all the sides and the 
interior of the cube, making sure the 
pattern lines up on all the corners. 
TIP To seal the top, apply a clear 
water-based matt varnish.   

l1  l2  l3  

METALLIC 
TABLE
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PAPER 
TEMPLATE

WALLPAPER

MARKER

BEDHEAD 
BASE

PASTE

WALL

BRAYER

BEDHEAD 
TOP

l1  Cut out the paper
Mark two lengths of wallpaper  
to the width of the bedhead and cut 
out. Position the lengths right side  
up on a flat surface and top each with  
a paper template. Trace the templates 
with a marker pen and cut out with 
scissors and a utility knife. Match up 
the pattern on the joining edges.

l2  Apply the paste
Use tape to temporarily attach the 
paper templates to the wall and lightly 
mark the bedhead shape with a pencil. 
Mix the paste in a plastic tub and 
apply to the wall within the marked 
outlines of the base template using  
a paintbrush then hang the wallpaper, 
smoothing it in position. 

l3  Paper the bedhead
Apply the paste to the wall above the 
bedhead base and hang the curved 
top, making sure the cut edges butt  
up against each other and the pattern 
lines up. Brush paste under the paper 
where the bedhead curves at the top, 
pressing it down by hand. Smooth the 
paper with a rubber roller or brayer. 

l1  l2  l3  

GEOMETRIC 
HEADBOARD

A headboard anchors a bed in a space, 
adding dimension and providing  
a backdrop for a pillow arrangement. 

To give an ensemble or low-framed 
bed the visual impact of a bedhead, 
create one on the wall with wallpaper. 

Choose a geometric shape that 
will work visually with either curved 
or straight edges. A simple but 
dramatic pattern will produce the best 
results in adding a touch of glamour.

Measure the bed to draw a paper 
template, adding 100mm extra to  
each side. Mark a line to bisect the 
template, then cut it out. 
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Update a bed instantly using wallpaper to create a dramatic headboard.

DESIGN TIP
When renovating 

a bedroom, simple 
wallpaper borders are 
a fun and easy way to 
change and brighten 

the room’s look.
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Smart storage
Use affordable and versatile cube shelves to bring 
organisation to the living room, bedroom or home office

 Original organisation
The original Clever Cube 
range has a 38mm thick 

outer wall and a 330mm inner 
width, and is available in white 
PVC and black oak. Each shelf 
can hold up to 15kg.

The open shelves enable easy 
access to frequently used items 
and they are ideal for displaying 
ornaments, books and DVDs in  
a modern living room.

Find it at Bunnings

SEPTEMBER 2016 New Zealand Handyman58
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With a range of different coloured 
fabrics and natural inserts available 
for both the original and compact 
Clever Cube storage systems, you 
can customise the shelves to suit 
the colours in your rooms.

CLEVER 
ACCESSORIES

Clever Cube 
250 x 250 x 100mm Wall Mount Storage Units, $46.98.

Clever Cube Compact 

270 x 270 x 280mm Fabric 

Storage Container, $5.74.

Clever Cube Compact 1 x 2, $41.95, 2 x 2, 
$60.90, 2 x 4, $91.90.

Clever Cube 

320 x 320 x 350mm 

Natural Insert, $30.95.

Clever Cube Compact 
270 x 270 x 280mm 

Natural Inserts, $23.47.

Adequate storage is essential  
in any home, especially if  
you have a large family.

Bunnings offers a wide range of 
versatile and customisable shelving 
solutions that are ideal for any room, 
including kitchens, bathrooms, kids’ 
rooms and the home office.

Stylish and 
contemporary 

shelving with a dash 
of colour brightens 

any room 

2x4

2x21x2

Clever Cube 
760 x 760 x 390mm 

2x2 Storage System, $89.

Clever Cube 

330 x 330 x 370mm Flexi 

Storage Units, $14.44.
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T his old-fashioned display 
cabinet had been picked up 
from an op-shop by blogger 

Melissa Darr, but was then left under 
the house to gather dust. 

‘It was in pretty good condition 
with just a few chips on the veneer.  
I knew it would do up nicely with 
paint and new knobs,’ she says.

Turn a dated piece into a shabby-chic 
sideboard to display collectables
PROJECT AND PICTURES MELISSA DARR

EXPERT 
SECRETS
To save yourself  
time and effort,  
use a spray that  
is a primer and  
paint all in one.
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Melissa

Rust-Oleum 2X Ultra Cover Paint  

+ Primer in Satin Heirloom White,  

$13 for 340g. rustoleum.co.nz

Ryobi 180W Multi 
Pad Sander, $105. 

ryobi.co.nz

Crystal door knobs, from about $2 each. 
trademe.co.nz

Melissa removed the doors, knobs 
and hinges and sanded it down, then 
gave it a new finish with an off-white 
spray paint and replaced the hardware, 
using crystal knobs she found online.

‘I had fun filling it with my trinkets, 
but I am sadly having to let it go, as 
it’s too tempting for my little boy to 
play with all the items on the shelves.’

  
CHINA CABINET

MELISSA’S 
PICKS

Before 

Select a creamy shade instead of a stark white 
to give a classic piece warmth and elegance

Decorative crystal knobs add wow factor.
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After
The transformed cabinet is  

a showcase for treasured objects.

 Get more DIY from Melissa
Follow her blog thewhimsicalwife.com
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T he secret to redecorating 
without spending a fortune is 
to update existing fittings and 

furniture instead of replacing them.
Give accessories a different look 

DIY with easy makeover techniques,  
changing the style of your home and 
bringing it bang up to date.

Here, a leather hanger was created 
for a mirror and a pendant light was 
given a new finish with spray paint.  

Use simple techniques to turn basic 
homewares into one-of-a-kind pieces
WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS PROJECTS AND PICTURES SUE FERRIS

DESIGNER 
UPDATES

l1  Make the mirror strap
Wrap a leather strap around the base of 
the mirror frame, then thread it evenly 
through the hanging hooks. Cut two 
100mm leather pieces for loops, making 
two holes 10mm from either end using  
a leather hole punch and hammer. 

l2  Attach the buckles
Fold over each 100mm leather piece  
and insert rivets, using a rivet setting 
tool to secure. Thread the loops onto 
the ends of the mirror strap. Wrap 
each end of the mirror strap around  
a belt buckle and secure with rivets.

l3  Secure the hanger
Join two straps with rivets to make  
the hanger. Attach a 600mm strap to 
each end, mark and punch belt holes 
40mm apart, then thread onto the 
buckles. Taper the ends of the hanger 
using a steel rule and utility knife.   

Most mirrors have a chain for  
the vintage look and a rope to give  
a beach-house feel. For contemporary 
chic, use leather to make a hanger. 

Leather straps are sold in various 
lengths from suppliers such as Lapco 
For Leather (lapco.co.nz). 

They come in a variety of colours 
and in several widths, and are easy to 
join using rivets. We added brass 
buckles to reinforce the belt effect.   

Leather homewares and accessories are  
easy to craft DIY using simple tools

What you need
Mirror
120cm leather straps
Leather hole punch
Rivet setting tool
10mm rivets
Hammer
Belt buckles
Utility knife

MIRROR

LEATHER 
STRAP

HOLE 
PUNCH

LOOP

BUCKLE

SETTING 
TOOL RIVET 

STRAP

STEEL 
RULE

HANGING 
HOOK

RIVETS

l1  l2  l3  
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Make a feature out of a plain mirror with a leather hanger. 

SAFETY TIP
Use a hook suited to  
the type of wall, and 
make sure it is rated  

to take the weight  
of the mirror and 

hanging strap. MIRROR 
HANGER
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DIY TIP
Choose a paint specially 

formulated for bare 
or previously painted 
metal to save on prep 
time and eliminate the 

need for a primer.

PENDANT 
LIGHT

 The fastest way to update an 
interior colour scheme on  
a shoestring is to use paint. 

It’s the DIY-friendly way to 
give accessories a new look. You 
can also use specialty paints to 
create different textured effects. 

This industrial-style metal 
pendant light was sprayed with 
Dulux Metalshield in Wilderness 
for a fast colour revamp. 
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selleys.co.nz

What ever you want 
to repair or create, 

we’ve got it covered

Home Repair

Quick Fix Ultra 
Repair is ideal 
for general 
home repairs 
and items 
that require 
a strong 
and 
flexible 
bond.

You can find the products 
you need and helpful DIY hints at

selleys.co.nz

What ever you want 
to repair or create, 

we’ve got it covered

Home Repair

Quick Fix Ultra 
Repair is ideal 
for general 
home repairs 
and items 
that require 
a strong 
and 
flexible 
bond.

You can find the products 
you need and helpful DIY hints at

What ever you want 
to repair or create, 

we’ve got it covered

Home Repair

Quick Fix Ultra 
Repair is ideal 
for general 
home repairs 
and items 
that require 
a strong 
and 
flexible 
bond.

You can find the products 
you need and helpful DIY hints at

strong

flexible

l1  Prepare the pendant
Remove any dust or dirt from the 
pendant shade, then use painter’s  
tape to mask around the top of the 
shade to get a clean edge. 
TIP You can also use the tape to mask 
off a patterned design on the shade.

l2  Cover the fitting
Fold a piece of paper around the light 
fitting to protect it from overspray, 
securing with painter’s tape. Make  
sure you work in a well-ventilated area. 
TIP Set up a spray booth using cardboard 
and position the shade inside. 

l3  Spray the shade
Hold the can 300mm from the surface 
and spray in a side-to-side motion to 
evenly coat the entire surface. Allow  
the paint to dry, then apply a second 
coat, removing the painter’s tape  
while the paint is still tacky. 

PENDANT 
SHADE

PAPER

SPRAY 
PAINT PAINTED 

METAL

LIGHT 
FITTING

PAINTER’S 
TAPE

PENDANT 
SHADE



Attach polycarbonate roof sheets to a timber frame to 
create a cover for a deck without losing natural light

PROJECT AND PICTURES STUART SCOTT

DIY TIP
Always seek 

engineering advice 
before undertaking any 
structural changes and 

check with the local 
council for approvals.

To make the most of a revamped 
deck space at this 60-year-old 
cottage, the awning, which was 

badly designed and had rotted, was 
removed and a new pergola installed.

The project cost about $3400 and 
took five days to complete.

The new roof structure is raised 
higher than the original, with rafters 
extending out from a beam secured  
to the house fascia. The roof spans to  
a front beam, supported by three posts 
set into an existing slab.

Battens run across the top of the 
rafters, with polycarbonate sheets 
attached to the top of them, providing 
shade for the decking area while still 
allowing in plenty of natural light.

CLASSIC PERGOLABUILD

What you need
Structural pine
Polycarbonate sheets 
Fascia brackets
Post stirrups  
Bolts and screws 
Anchoring adhesive
Foam infill strips 
Aluminium flashing
Silicone

TOOLS
IMPACT DRIVER, 

POWER SAW,
DRILL
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l1  l2  l3  

l1  Install rafter stiffeners 
Mark the end points for the rear beam 
on the fascia, fixing a 1.8m stiffener to 
the first, last and every second house 
rafter. Predrill 4.5mm holes at 300mm 
centres in the rafters, clamp the 
stiffeners in position and secure.

l2  Add the fascia brackets
Cut 60 x 8mm slots through the  
fascia, adjacent to each rafter stiffener. 
Install the first and last brackets plumb 
with the outside of the gutter. Run  
a stringline between these brackets, 
then install the remaining brackets.

l3  Secure the rear beam
Clamp the rear beam in position.  
Mark on it the flange hole positions, 
then lower the beam and drill 6mm 
pilot holes. Replace the beam, then 
open the holes to 10.5mm and secure 
the beam with cuphead bolts.   

Ryobi ONE+ 18V Brushless 

Drill Driver, skin only, 

$169. ryobi.co.nz

Suntuf 50mm Stainless Steel Roof Screws, 
$38 for a pack of 50.

Create the structure

A polycarbonate roof can reduce  
harmful UV light by up to 99%

To gain the new, higher aspect, the 
roof was pitched from the fascia of the 
house instead of the wall, where the 
awning had originally been fixed. 

For this, several house rafters 
were reinforced with 70 x 35mm 
H2 pine stiffeners, then heavy-duty 
galvanised brackets were secured 
under the gutter, adjacent to the 
reinforced rafters. 

These brackets were attached with 
bolts through both the rafters and 
stiffeners, providing a sturdy structure 
to hold the rear beam of the pergola. 

Lengths of 185 x 42mm H3 pine 
were used for the rear beam.

For the front beam, a 185 x 65mm 
length of GL8 engineered pine was 
used, set 4.2m away from the house. 
Three supporting 88 x 88mm GL8  
pine posts were anchored with adhesive 
and the beam was secured to these. 

Nine 185 x 42mm rafters were cut 
to size, spanning the deck area from 
the rear beam to the front beam.

Finally, five 66 x 30mm F7 pine 
battens were fixed across the top of the 
rafters to hold the roof sheets in place.

 Add the roof
The pergola was roofed  
with Suntuf corrugated 

polycarbonate sheets. These roofing 
sheets are easy to install DIY and 
they go perfectly with corrugated 
iron for a classic outdoors look.

To cover the 6 x 4.5m roof, eight 
roofing sheets were laid on the 

battens with overlaps, then secured 
with Suntuf roof screws. 

These fasteners have excellent 
corrosion resistance and the hex 
head is easy to drive.

Barge capping was secured  
to the rafter on the open side, then 
apron flashing was added and the 
junctions were sealed with silicone. 

RAFTER 
STIFFENER

HOUSE 
RAFTER

GUTTER

BRACKET

REAR 
BEAM

CLAMP
STUART’S 

PICKS
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l4  Make the rafter template
Position a rafter over the beams with  
a 400mm overhang at the front. Cut a 
50mm notch at the front and back of 
the rafter so it sits snugly on the beams. 
Cut a level line from the front beam to 
the rafter end to taper the overhang.

l7  Cut the sheets 
Measure the length required for the 
roof, allowing a 50mm overhang. Mark 
the crests of the top roofing sheet and 
tape the bundle together. Use a power 
saw with a fine tooth blade to cut the 
sheets to size. File off the cut edges.

l2  Secure the front posts  
Use stirrups as templates to mark  
the hole positions on the existing slab  
for the three front posts. Drill 12mm 
holes to 100mm deep at the marked 
points, then secure the stirrups to the 
slab with anchor bolts and adhesive. 

l5  Install the rafters
Lift the template rafter back onto the 
beams, checking for fit in all positions. 
Use this template to cut the rest of the 
rafters. Secure the end and centre rafters 
in place at either end, then secure the 
remaining rafters at 745mm centres. 

l8  Secure the roof
Align the first sheet, marking the screw 
positions on the crests as you go using 
a felt tip. Secure at these positions,  
but leave the first and last unsecured. 
Install the subsequent sheets, screwing 
through both on their overlaps. 

l3  Add the front beam 
Use a level to find a 180mm drop from 
the back to the front beam, then cut the 
posts to this level. Cut a 40mm beam 
housing on each post, securing with 
coach head bolts. Attach the front beam 
using two cuphead bolts on each post. 

l6  Add the battens 
Secure the front and back battens to  
the rafters, then add the centre batten, 
ensuring the rafters remain parallel. 
Add the intermediate battens. Brace 
the front beam with decorative lace 
braces secured to the outside posts.

l9  Install the flashing
Attach the barge capping to the final 
rafter, flush with the crests. Secure this 
and the apron flashing through the roof 
into the battens. Seal the junctions with 
silicone, securing aluminium flashing 
as needed for extra protection.   

l1  Mark the post positions
Drop a plumb at both ends of the rear 
beam and measure 4.2m out from this 
to find the front beam position, using 
the 3:4:5 method. Measure 300, 3000 
and 5700mm along the front chalkline, 
marking out the post positions.

BUILD THE PERGOLA

ROOFING  
SHEET

OVERLAP
CREST

BARGE 
CAPPING

FINAL 
RAFTER

BATTEN
POWER

SAW

ROOFING  
SHEET

LACE 
BRACE

TAPE  
MEASURE

DIAGONAL

DRILL

STIRRUP

POST

ADHESIVE

ANCHOR 
BOLTS

FRONT 
BEAM

POST

HANDSAW

RAFTER

REAR  
BEAM

RAFTER

BATTEN

OLD  
PATIO

SLAB

400mm 
OVERHANG

NOTCH
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RENOVATE
Make over the bathroom 
on a budget with styling 
tricks and DIY updates.
PLUS A foolproof guide 

to moving house.

OUTDOOR
How to install  

a timber boundary 
fence step by step.

PLUS Screen out the 
neighbours DIY. 

GARDEN
Plant spring annuals 
and create a balcony 
garden from scratch.
PLUS How to choose  

a lime tree.

NEXT ISSUE

On sale 29 September
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CLASSIC PERGOLA
measurements in mm

 FASTENERS
TYPE USE
14g x 65mm galvanised 
type 17 batten screws

Battens

14g x 75mm galvanised 
type 17 batten screws

Rafters and 
stiffeners

10g x 75mm galvanised 
cuphead bolts

Fascia bracket  
and rear beam

10g x 130mm galvanised 
cuphead bolts

Posts and  
beams

14g x 85mm galvanised 
type 17 batten screws

Beams

10g x 130mm galvanised 
coach head bolts

Posts, stirrups

10g x 130mm galvanised 
anchor studs

Stirrups,  
concrete

14g x 50mm galvanised 
type 17 batten screws

Barges

10g x 65mm galvanised 
countersunk screws

Barges and  
flashing

10g x 50mm galvanised 
countersunk screws

Barges

Suntuf One Shot timber 
roofing screws

Roof sheets

745

RAFTER

BATTEN

BATTEN

BARGE 
CAPPING

ROOF  
SHEETS

RAFTER FRONT 
POST

HOUSE 
RAFTER

APRON
FLASHING

BARGE 
CAPPING

LACE 
BRACE

FRONT 
BEAM

REAR 
BEAM

ROOF 
SHEETS

PERGOLA FRAME

PERGOLA ROOF 
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RYOBI 36V  
GARDEN RANGE.

POWER 
MADE EASY.

Ryobi ANZ

One 36V Lithium Battery powers more than ten tools.
No petrol        No fumes        No mixing        No hassle
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COOL-WEATHER
LAWN CARE

Give your grass plenty of TLC in the colder 
months to keep it lush, strong and healthy 

WORDS ADAM WOODHAMS

A s its growth slows over the 
cooler months, the lawn is 
often forgotten about while  

we spend more of our time indoors. 
Come spring, the grass can be in  

a sorry state thanks to cold days and 
nights and short daylight hours. 

Here are some simple steps for 
keeping your lawn healthy, ensuring 
that it bounces back quickly as the 
warmer months arrive.   

A well-cared-for winter lawn recovers quickly when spring arrives.

EXPERT 
SECRETS

Having a healthy 
lawn can add 

significant value to 
your home when it 
comes to selling.

Adam
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Regular feeding across the seasons 
with a quality slow-release fertiliser 
will make your lawn much stronger, 
healthier and more able to survive  
the harsher conditions. 

Fertilising well and appropriately 
develops grass that is stronger down  
to a cellular level. Thicker cell walls 
help it resist serious damage caused  
during cold and frosty nights. 

As lawn growth is slower and  
the activity of soil micro-organisms, 
which help process nutrients to make 
them easily available for your grass,  
is also slower, you don’t want to use  
a full-strength fertiliser in winter. 

You may be able to find a special 
purpose autumn or winter blend, but  
if not, use a gentler fertiliser.

To give your lawn, and those 
all-important soil micro-organisms  
extra nourishment, use a hose-on 
seaweed-based product.

GROW TIP
Ask a local lawn-care 
specialist for advice  
on which fertiliser  

you should use for the 
type of grass you have 

in your garden.

Feed the soil
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 Watch Adam lay a new lawn
Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/turf
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Use a computerised 
timer attached to  

a tap to ensure your 
lawn gets exactly the 
right amount of water

A critical part of keeping your lawn 
looking the best it can during the cold  
months is to maximise the amount of 
sunlight that reaches the grass. 

In order to produce energy, and for 
photosynthesis, grass needs sunlight. 
Sunlight also makes the soil warmer, 
which helps keep roots healthy and 
soil micro-organisms active. 

Keep the lawn raked clean of  
leaves and twigs. It’s a fast and easy 
way to increase light-fall, helping your 
lawn warm up on a cold morning. 

Another option is to set the  
mower slightly higher than usual  
and, with the catcher fitted, run  
it over the lawn. It will work like  
a vacuum cleaner, sucking up any 
loose detritus and foliage. 

Look at overshadowing plants or 
branches from surrounding garden 
beds and prune them back as well.

      Wise watering 
The cold months can be  
a deceptive time for watering, 

as soil may become dry, especially  
if it’s windy, but you’re less likely to 
notice due to the cool temperatures. 

On the other hand, a period of 
rain can cause your lawn to stay 
damp for weeks on end. 

You can’t do much about an 
overly wet lawn in winter, but you  
can give a dry one a helping hand. 

If the soil beneath your lawn 
appears to be dry, run a sprinkler 
for 15-20 minutes. Use a tap timer, 
as timing is important. 

Choose a sunny day and water 
early to allow surface water to 
evaporate. If you leave it until late  
in the day, this water can sit on the 
grass and cause fungal problems. 

Applying a hose-on seaweed 
fertiliser once every month should 
provide adequate water.   

Grass needs sunlight to ward off the harsh effects of the cold.

Let in light
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Your lawn may take a rest during 
winter, but quite a few weeds are 
cool-season annuals and make great 
growth in the cooler conditions.

Most winter weeds are actually the 
culprits for spring lawn dead patches. 

As the weeds spread, they smother 
the lawn and kill it off then, in turn, 
they die off as their season finishes,  
leaving you with a dead patch. 

Onehunga weed starts growing in 
autumn and continues through winter. 
By the spring and summer, the prickles, 
which are its seeds, can render a lawn 

unusable. It’s too late to treat it at this 
stage, but it can be beaten in winter. 

With small lawns, physically 
removing it may be the best option. It’s 
easy to see, as it stands out in the grass 
as small rosettes of bright-green foliage. 

You can also use certain herbicides 
to kill Onehunga weed, but ensure the 
product used is safe for the lawn type.

Other types of weeds can also be 
physically removed or treated with  
a suitable selective herbicide. Keeping 
grass well fed is also an excellent 
preventative technique.   

For a clear spring lawn, don’t let weeds take over in winter.

Physically removing weeds is often the most effective solution.

O
U

T
D

O
O

R

Beat the weeds

DIY TIP
Use long-handled  

weed pullers to remove 
stubborn weeds on 

your lawn, taking the 
bending and hard  

work out of the job.
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See how to maintain your garden tools and equipment in more detail at wd40lawnandgarden.com.au

WD-40® Specialist® LAWN & GARDEN is a complete range of products designed 
to clean, lubricate and protect your garden tools and equipment. 

KEEP YOUR GARDEN TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
WORKING BETTER FOR LONGER

CLEAN LUBRICATE PROTECT

Stops grass or leaves from

sticking to surfaces

SILIC
ONE

CLEAN L

SILI

E
CONE

Removes dirt, grease, grime, 

sap & grass build up

CLEANER

Find me in the 

Power  

Gardening Aisle

Long term wear & rust protection for metal moving parts

GREASE
GREASESE

Keeps all moving partsrunning smoothly

LUBRICANT



Mow monthly

Clean and maintain the mower in winter to keep it running well.

Did you know?
The majority of the more popular lawn grasses are actually  warm-season varieties. This is why it’s important to nurture  them across the cooler months  to reduce damage from the cold.

Pope Two Dial Digital 
Tap Timer, $70. 

popewatering.co.nz

McGregor’s Oscillating Sprinkler With Flow Meter, $39. mcgregors.co.nz

WD-40 Specialist Lawn & Garden 

Powerful Foaming Cleaner,  

$10 for 432ml. wd40.com.au

Burnet’s Wearwell Grass Seed, about $10 for 500g. burnets.co.nz  

Yates Dynamic Lifter Concentrated Lawn Food, $17 for 5kg. yates.co.nz 

ADAM’S  
PICKS

GROW TIP
When mowing in winter, 

keep grass as long as 
possible to insulate the 
roots from temperature 

extremes and create  
a healthier lawn.

In most areas and with most types  
of lawn, you’ll probably only need  
to mow once every 4-6 weeks across 
the cooler months. 

When you do mow, keep the  
blades set at a normal height or  
even raise them one click. 

Only mow after the lawn has  
dried off from any overnight dew  
and definitely don’t mow a wet lawn. 

In winter, clippings can take too 
long to break down and this may lead 
to fungal problems damaging your 
lawn, so if you normally mulch-mow, 
switch to catching mode instead.  

Even if the lawn doesn’t look  
like it needs a mow, it’s still worth 
running the mower over it, as this  
will remove fallen leaves and other 
material that can reduce the amount 
of sunlight your grass receives.
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the gutters
Install barriers to keep guttering  
clear and improve fire safety

Having gutters constantly filled 
with leaves and other debris 
can lead to water-drainage 

issues. It can even pose a safety risk 
in the case of a bushfire.

Installing gutter guards can help 
reduce these problems, as they prevent 
loose foliage from collecting and allow 
rainwater to flow through gutters. 

Easy to install DIY, gutter guards 
are simply lengths of metal or plastic, 
measuring about a metre in length.

After
New mesh guards keep the gutters  

free of leaves and other debris.

Before 

Plastic gutter guards are more 
affordable and bend to fit into place 
without the need for fasteners or tools, 
while metal ones need to be secured 
in position. Choose the type that best 
suits your home and guttering.

We installed metal guards at  
a property in a bushfire-risk area, 
helping to reduce the risk of ember 
attack. They also allow good water flow 
while stopping leaves and debris from 
clogging the gutters and downpipes.

WORDS LEE DASHIELL MAIN PICTURE GEOFF BECK

Guard
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ECO TIP
By improving water 
flow, gutter guards 

help maximise 
rainwater collection 

and reduce silt build-up 
in the base of the tank.
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Cut overhanging foliage that can clog gutters.

Whites Outdoor 160mm x 6m  

StayMesh Gutter Kit, 

about $7.

There are gutter 
guards to suit  

both corrugated  
and tiled roofs

To install the guard, we bent the 
tabs down 30°, then positioned each 
length, overlapping them by 30mm. 
The scalloped design of the gutter 
guard matched the corrugated roof. 

The mesh guards were secured 
every 300mm along the gutter lip  
on every second corrugation and each 
join using galvanised hexagon screws. 

Roof and gutter silicone was used to 
seal the gaps along the corrugations to 
stop loose leaves getting caught.P
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GumLeaf 1200mm 90 Fold Metal 

Gutter Guard in Woodland Grey, 

about $24, from Bunnings.

Whites Outdoor 110mm Gutter Bristles Brush Filter, $12.whitesgroup.co.nz

Coolaroo 180mm x 8m Gutter Guard, about $8. 
coolaroo.com

Greenscape 180mm x 20m

Diamond Gutter Guard, $13. 

sims-distributing.co.nz 

Whites Outdoor 1m StayMesh 
Ultra Aluminium Gutter 

Guard, $67 for a five-pack. 
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l1  l2  l3  

l1  Remove the rust
Use a scraper to remove flaking rust 
on the front, inside and around the 
edges, then go over the surface with  
a wire brush until it is smooth. Repeat 
with the scraper and wire brush to 
ensure all loose rust is removed.

l2  Paint the first coat
Apply a single coat of heat-resistant 
paint in broad strokes to the doors, 
ensuring the front, sides and inside 
are all covered. If the brush strokes are 
visible, smooth them out for a clean 
finish, then allow to dry overnight.

l3  Sand between coats
Gently rub over all the painted  
surfaces using a 120 grit sanding  
block. Remove any excess dust with  
a lint-free cloth and apply a second 
coat of paint. Allow this to dry 
overnight before using the oven.

Before 

Constant exposure to the harsh 
elements had caused the iron 
doors on this pizza oven to 

deteriorate, making them look shabby. 
If the doors had been left for  

much longer, they would have needed 
replacing, so we repainted them to 
save them from rusting beyond repair.

After removing the rust, we applied 
two coats of a specialised, heat-resistant 
paint DIY to restore the doors.

DIY TIP
Use acidic household 

liquids, such as lemon 
juice or vinegar, to get 
rid of any particularly 

hard-to-remove 
patches of rust.

PIZZA OVEN 

Get rid of rust and repaint the doors  
to bring an outdoor stove back to life
WORDS LEE DASHIELL MAIN PICTURE GEOFF BECK

Resurfacing the  
oven doors makes 
them look like new

SCRAPER

WIRE BRUSH

RUST

HEAT-RESISTANT
PAINT

PAINTBRUSH

OVEN 
DOOR OVEN 

DOOR

SANDING 
BLOCK
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White Knight Pot Belly Black Heat Resistant Paint, $26 for 500ml. whiteknightpaints.co.nz

Monarch 38mm Multi  

Purpose Brush, about $7.

austbrush.co.nz

Rhino Black 75mm 
Scraper, $14, 

from Bunnings.

After
The oven is now rust-free and has 

been restored to its original state.

Josco Four-row Wire Long Handle Brush, about $7, from Bunnings.
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buyer’s guide
Take the DIY option for your home improvement projects by choosing 

the best tools and equipment from our market round-up

www.redband.co.nz

Spring your garden to life 
with Mr Fothergill’s seeds

www.mrfothergills.co.nz

bunnings.co.nz



For Classifieds bookings contact Kerry McKenzie at Hawkhurst Media 09 589 1054  
or email kerry@hawkhurst.co.nz

/SmartHomeNZ Ph: 09 579 1990www.smarthomenz.nz

Wireless Home Automation

Trust, turning a house  
into a smart home.
Easy to install, 
Endless combinations.

DIY
Do it yourself!

NEW! ‘Alert’ Security System

Protect your home from unwanted intruders with the 
Wireless Trust Smart Home ‘Alert’ Security System. 

•	 No payment of monthly fees required. 
•	 Easy to install - no need to call an electrician!

ryobi.co.nz

Ryobi ANZ

ONE BATTERY POWERS OVER 40 GIFTS.

RYOBI 18V ONE+
2PC COMBO KIT

$369

Ph 09 950 4436 or 0800 2 UNOVENT
info@unovent.co.nz / www.unovent.co.nz

A drier, warmer,  
healthier home for a  
fraction of the cost

The effective, easy to install,  
Home Ventilation System that costs  
up to 75% less than other systems.

Lifeti
me

Warran
ty



buyer’s guide

Another specialist range of products brought 
to you by the WD-40® Company

Another specialist range of products brought 
to you by the WD-40® Company

professional 
strength formula

Kills bacteria that 
cause odours

large area  
format

eliminates old 
& neW stains

easY to use, 
no scrubbing

professional care,  
expert results.

Quick and easy to use with 
effective results in large  
area applications.
Many of the worst odours are caused by bacteria. no vac® is a  
revolutionary sanitiser & deodoriser that kills tough bacterial 
odours trapped in carpets and fabrics. Its quick drying light foam 
penetrates deep down into fibres leaving your whole room smelling 
naturally fresh and clean. no vac contains no bleaching agents or 
aggressive solvents and is safe to use on most carpets and fabrics. 
Always test in a small area before use. Safely kills tough bacterial 
odours in carpets and fabrics.

Instantly dissolves 
tough stains. 
Accidents happen! But now you’ve got a 
better way of thoroughly cleaning spots  
and stains on carpets.

no vac Instant Spot & Stain Remover works 
instantly to power-out stains  
without scrubbing. 

* versus Ozito brushed motor cordless drills

SWING, SWAP 
sizzle!



D.I.Y. Workshops

NICOLE,  
TEAM MEMBER

Excludes trade quotes, stock liquidationsand commercial quantities.

Brush up your knowledge 
and gain new D.I.Y. skills with 
workshops in-store and online.
Our workshops are held every weekend on Saturday 
and Sunday from 11am - 1pm for Adults and Kid’s 
sessions from 10am - 2pm. Covering a wide range 
of topics, these workshops are heaps of fun, suitable 
for all levels of experience and a great way to learn 
new tips and tricks.

If you can’t make a session, don’t worry - we have 
plenty of step-by-step guides and expert help  
in-store, plus handy online videos 24/7.

Here are just some of the handy online videos available at bunnings.co.nz
• HOW TO PAINT A CEILING

The easiest way to transform your home and keep it looking  
tidy with a fresh coat of paint.

• REPAIR HOLEs IN PLAsTER
A simple project with the right tools and instructions.

• HOW TO REPAIR GUTTERs
Ensure your gutters are repaired before the cold season strikes.

• GET CREATIvE IN THE kITCHEN
When it comes to designing your dream kitchen, we can help  
you every step of the way.

• HOW TO INsTALL A BROOM CUPBOARD
This easy to follow guide will show you how to install a broom 
cupboard in your kitchen or laundry area.

• HOW TO BUILD sHELvING
Check out this simple shelving project for the home office.

• UsE A ROUTER
Using a router for the first time can be a difficult task,  
but we’ll make it easy. 

• HOW TO CHILD PROOf A HOME
Protect your child from hazards at home.

• MAkE THE MOsT Of yOUR PANTRy
Make it easier to find what you need in your kitchen.

•  WHEN TO PLANT 
Gardening advice designed to  
help you save time, effort  
and money.



Bring the outdoors in with potted plants 
and keep them happy and healthy 

HOUSE PLANTS 
MADE EASY

WORDS ADAM WOODHAMS

Choose plants that sit firmly in their pots.
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P
lants add texture and colour 
to dull spaces in your home, 
fill gaps where furniture won’t 
fit, work as a focal point and 

can be used to frame a view. 
The big advantage of potted plants 

indoors is that you can change their 
look and feel by using different-style 
planters, from plain to patterned. 
Whatever works in your space.

Just about every plant you see in the 
nursery has been nurtured to the peak 
of perfection, and indoor plants are 
perhaps the best examples of this. 

They have been raised under 
optimum conditions and the grower 
has taken every care to make them  
as healthy as they can be. 

This means it can be a challenge to 
keep indoor plants looking as fresh as 
the day you bought them. But there 
are simple tricks to getting the most 
from them so they stay lush and lovely.

 TAKE the time to pick a plant to 
suit your conditions. There are 
indoor plants that will tolerate 
everything from strong light to 
near dark conditions so check the 
label before you buy.

 GET to know the plants you buy. 
The label is helpful, but read up 
for any extra-care information. If 
you’re using the internet, make 
sure you’re reading local advice.

 CHOOSE plants that are 
conspicuously healthy, with lots 
of lush, lustrous foliage and strong 
stems, and that are pest-free.

Selecting

Watering
 AVOID overwatering, as more  

house plants actually die from too 
much water than too little. So before 
you whip out the watering can, stick 
your finger into the potting mix.

If it’s moist a few centimetres  
down, there’s no need to water.

 PUT saucers under pots to avoid 
leakage and staining of flooring and 
carpets. Don’t let the plants sit in  

a saucer of water for an extended 
period of time, as this may cause rot 
and bring on fungal problems.

 STOP saucers overflowing by  
filling up the saucers rather than 
watering the plants from above.  
Allow the plant to suck up the water, 
then repeat until it stops taking it up.

 USE self-watering pots to make  
the task much easier.   

GROW TIP
Select the right plant 

for the desired position 
and make sure it is  

a suitable shape, size, 
colour and texture  

for the spot.

Check the plants need water before you begin pouring.
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Potting up
A quality plant and decorative pot 
can be costly, so make sure you 
use a quality potting mix. 

 BUY a potting mix designed 
specifically for potted plants.

 CHECK the level of the potting 
mix about every 12 months as, 
over time, it breaks down.

Re-pot in a larger pot if 
needed, or gently remove the 
plant, add new mix, then re-pot.

Plants breathe and create energy 
through their leaves. 

Unlike plants in the garden, indoor 
plants don’t have natural air circulation 
or rainwater that removes dust from 
their all-important leaf surfaces, so 
they need a helping hand. 

You can use a damp cloth to gently 
wipe dust from the leaves, then apply  
a glossing aerosol product.

When the weather is warm, take the 
plants outside to a sheltered and shady 
spot, then gently wash them down.

Remove the saucer and give them  
a good liquid feed over the foliage and 
potting mix with a seaweed plant food. 
Let them drain before taking indoors.

Helping hand

GROW TIP
Remove a little of  

the old potting mix and 
trim off any dead roots 

using sharp pruners 
when re-potting your 

house plants.

Feeding
Give your indoor plants  

an annual feed with  
a quality controlled-release 

fertiliser. Every month  
or so, liquid feed them 

 with a low-odour,  
organic-based product.

 MAKE sure the position you 
choose for your plant has the right 
levels of light. If a plant prefers the 
shade, then ensure that the spot 
doesn’t receive too much direct  
or reflected sunlight.

 AVOID having the foliage touching 
window glass, as the leaves will 
scorch, even on sun-loving varieties.

 KEEP plants away from direct 
draughts from air conditioners  
and heaters, as these can dry out 
plants or damage the foliage.

Positioning
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Windowsill 
Greenhouse Kit 

Easy to use in 4 steps!

For more information go to
www.mrfothergills.co.nz

bunnings.co.nz

Starting a garden has 
never been easier

Available in 6 varieties 

Basil Sweet  Chilli Pepper Cayenne 
Cucumber Lebanese  Tomato Red Cherry 

Sunflower Giant Single 
Tomato Grosse Lisse 

1

3 4

2

Each kit comes complete with 
everything you need to get 

growing

Reusable greenhouse
12 Jiffy Easy pellets

Sachet of seeds

NEW

Research carried out by the University 
of Technology Sydney into the health 
and environmental benefits of indoor 
plants returned some very interesting 
results, proving that house plants 
should be on everyone’s must-have list.

The study revealed that potted 
plants effectively clean the air inside 
the home, removing harmful VOCs 
(volatile organic compounds) and 
reducing CO2 levels.

GROWING BENEFITS
It was found that air cleaning is 

not brought about by plants alone. 
The micro-organisms living in the 
potting mix, which exist symbiotically 
with the plants, play an important role.

In a survey, people studied in  
a plant-filled office environment  
had reductions of up to 60% in stress, 
anxiety and fatigue, while about  
80% of people felt that plants made  
a space feel more welcoming.   

Potted indoor plants make a room more 
inviting and also help purify the air

Make a design statement with quirky planters.
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Indoor plants can suffer from a few 
common maladies, but if you know 
the symptoms and how to treat them, 
you’ll be able to keep your house 
plants in tiptop shape.

STYLE TIP
Enhance your display 

when entertaining  
by adding a few plants 
from outdoors. Most 

will be happy inside for 
a couple of days.

Symptoms of overwatering are similar to underwatering.

Wilting or brown leaves
 LIKELY CAUSE Dry or moist mix 

at a depth of 30-40mm. 
 SOLUTION If dry, soak in a 

bucket until bubbles stop rising. 
Drain, then increase watering.

If moist, allow the mix to dry  
a little and modify the watering.  

Deformed leaves and 
white fluffy lumps

 LIKELY CAUSE Mealybug.
 SOLUTION For small outbreaks, 

gently wipe the leaves with a soft 
cloth soaked in a 1:1 mix of water 
and methylated spirits, then dab 
each infestation with a cotton bud 
soaked in neat methylated spirits. 

Or, use Yates Nature’s Way 
Pyrethrum Natural Insect Spray. 

If the infestation is severe, 
consider disposing of the plant.

Brown or black raised dots
 LIKELY CAUSE Scale insect.
 SOLUTION Spray all over with a 

spraying oil at the recommended 
rates. A couple of applications 
may be needed. If this fails, ask  
at your local garden centre for 
advice on other pesticide options.

MAINTENANCE

Lifeless pale leaves
 LIKELY CAUSE Too little light. 
 SOLUTION Move the plant to  

a brighter spot, but make sure 
you’re not just taking it from  
one extreme to the other.  
Ensure the light is filtered and  
is, at the most, morning sun only.

PROBLEM 
SOLVER
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i o n  f o r  a n i m a l s

Taking Action  
for Animals

Each year SPCA Auckland helps more than 15,000 
sick, injured and abandoned animals.With no 
funding from the government we rely on supporters 
in the community to help us do our work.

SPCA Guardians are a special group of regular monthly donors that 
help us take action for animals in five key ways:

Prevent Cruelty

Rescue

Rehabilitate

Shelter and Re-home

Seek Justice

So please read on to find out more about the vital role of SPCA 
Guardians, and learn how you can take action for the animals by 
becoming a Guardian.

Taking action for animals
Each year SPCA Auckland helps more 
than 15,000 sick, injured and abandoned 
animals. With no funding from the 
government, we rely on supporters in 
the community to help us do our work.

SPCA Guardians are a special group of 
regular monthly donors who help us 
take action for animals in five key ways:

  Prevent cruelty
  Rescue
  Rehabilitate
  Shelter and re-home
  Seek justice

Will you 
be our 
Guardians?

For more information about becoming an SPCA Guardian 
please visit our website www.spcaauckland.org.nz
email guardians@spca.org.nz
or phone 09 256 7307



Grow chillies in pots or beds for 
their white flowers and spicy fruit

Chillies have a well-earned 
reputation for being hot and 
spicy, as they can bring tears  

to the eyes and make mouths burn.  
A popular ingredient in many cuisines, 
they’re eaten both raw and cooked. 

Belonging to the Solanaceae  
or nightshade family along with 
potatoes, tomatoes and eggplants, 
chillies are grown the same way as 
another close relative, the capsicum.

Also called bell peppers, there are 
over 200 varieties of these short-lived 
perennials. Highly ornamental, they 
feature bright-green foliage and white 
flowers followed by colourful fruit. 

A warm-season fruit from the 
tropics, chillies are easy to cultivate 
and come in lots of shapes and sizes. 
They ripen from green to shades of 
red, yellow, orange, brown or purple, 
depending on the variety. 

TURN UP
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Daltons Organic 
Potting Mix, about $9 for 15L. daltons.co.nz

Mr. Fothergill’s Chilli Pepper 

Seeds, about $4. 

mrfothergills.co.nz

Phostrogen All Purpose 

Plant Food, $13 for 

400g. burnets.co.nz

Did you know Chillies originated in Central and South America. 
They were domesticated in Mexico in 4000BCE 
and brought to Spain by explorer Christopher 
Columbus. From the 16th century onwards, 
chillies spread across Europe and beyond. Columbus had actually intended to sail to India 
on his great voyage of 1492, and planned to bring 
back spices such as white and black peppercorns. 
Instead, he landed in America and found the fiery 
pods that he called red peppers.   

TOP
PICKS

GROW TIP
All chillies are 

ornamental but not all 
ornamental chillies are 
edible, so always check 
the plant label and tag 
garden beds and pots.

Chilli fruits add a splash of colour to the landscape.
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Chillies can be grown from seed and 
planted out, or sown directly where 
they are to grow if the last frosts have 
passed and the soil is warm enough. 
Seedlings are also available.

Decorative as well as edible, they 
grow well in pots. Use a premium 
potting mix, water regularly and feed 
with a soluble complete fertiliser.

 SOW seeds 6mm deep in punnets, 
prick out the seedlings and transfer to 
100mm pots. Give them a sunny spot.

 TRANSPLANT when 150mm high  
to a sheltered position with full sun. 
Soil should be free-draining and 
enriched with compost or manure. 

How to grow
 MULCH around the plants with 

lucerne hay or pea straw. 
 WATER regularly. Irregular watering 

in hot weather can lead to blossom 
end rot, which shows as a sunken 
brown patch on the end of the fruit. 

 FEED when flowers appear with an 
organic food for fruiting plants. 

Avoid fertilisers high in nitrogen, 
especially when the plants are young, 
so there is not too much leaf growth 
at the expense of fruit. 

 HARVEST at any time from green  
to fully coloured. The heat of chillies 
increases as they mature and they 
won’t ripen after being picked.

When to sow
Follow this guide on when to  
grow chillies from seed or from 
nursery seedlings in different 
climate zones. 

 TEMPERATE From August  
to December

 COOL From September to  
mid November
TIP Growing conditions for chillies 
and capsicums are the same. 

SAFETY TIP
Always wear gloves or 
wash hands thoroughly 

after picking or handling 
chillies, and don’t touch 
your eyes or skin in any 

sensitive areas. 

Give chillies full sun and regular water for juicy fruit.
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   Hot

 Mild 

         Medium

        Jalapeño

        Serrano

   Rocoto

   Habanero

Beat the heat
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Capsaicin is the chemical in chillies 
that gives them their heat. They are 
rated on the Scoville Scale, which is 
divided into heat units. It is based  
on the dilution of ground chillies in 
sugar water to measure pungency.

Most of the capsaicin is contained 
in the seeds and white ribs in the fruit, 
so removing both reduces the heat. 

Capsaicin levels in chillies are 
affected by the environment and 
climate, as well as by the variety.  
Cool weather and too much nitrogen 
in the soil can slow its production. 

As capsaicin is not water-soluble, 
drinking water, a soft drink or beer 
won’t provide relief if you eat a very 
hot chilli. The most effective means  
of relief is casein, a protein found in 
milk and yoghurt-based drinks.   

 Banana pepper 

CHILLI 
VARIETIES

If you have a bumper 
crop, freeze fresh 
chillies in bags for 
about six months

Deseeding chillies removes a lot of the heat.
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 Poblano 

   Birdseye
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Red lentil and 
vegetable dal
Dal is a dish of simmered lentils, 
flavoured with aromatic spices  
and usually served as a sauce. 

Add extra vegies to turn it into  
a light, low-fat vegetarian meal. 

Serve with Indian-style bread  
and natural yoghurt or raita.

PREPARATION TIME 15 minutes 
COOKING TIME 30 minutes 

Ingredients
1 onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, crushed
1 green chilli, seeded and chopped
1 carrot, grated 
1 eggplant, chopped
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon mild curry powder
2 teaspoons black mustard seeds
150g split red lentils
800ml salt-reduced vegetable stock
1 zucchini, halved and sliced 
1 large tomato, chopped 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons chopped fresh coriander

l1  PUT the onion, garlic, chilli, carrot 
and eggplant in a flameproof casserole 
dish or large saucepan. Stir in the oil 
and 2 tablespoons water. Heat until the 
mixture starts to sizzle, then cover and 
cook gently for 5 minutes, or until the 
eggplant has softened.

l2  STIR in the spices and cook for  
1 minute, then stir in the lentils and 
stock. Bring to the boil, then add the 
zucchini and tomato.

l3  COVER and simmer gently for  
15 minutes. Remove the lid and cook  
for a further 5 minutes, or until the 
lentils burst open and thicken the dal. 
Season to taste and sprinkle with  
the coriander to serve.Serves 4

RECIPE TIP
Instead of using 

zucchini, stir in 250g 
baby spinach at the  

end of the cooking time 
and leave to wilt for  

two minutes.

R
E

C
IP

E 
H

O
TP

O
T 

C
R

O
C

K
P

O
T 

O
N

E 
P

O
T,

 ©
 R

E
A

D
E

R
’S

 D
IG

E
S

T

98 SEPTEMBER 2016 New Zealand Handyman



G
A

R
D

EN

Seafood kebabs with tomato salsa
PREPARATION TIME 40 minutes,  
plus 1 hour marinating
COOKING TIME 6-8 minutes

Ingredients
700g white firm-fleshed fish fillets 
4 raw prawns
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 teaspoon crushed ginger
1 green chilli, deseeded and  

finely chopped
1 tablespoon sunflower oil
TOMATO SALSA
500g Roma tomatoes
2 teaspoons coriander seeds 
1 green chilli, deseeded and  

finely chopped
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 lemongrass stem, outer leaves 

removed, very thinly sliced
Juice of 1 lime
Lime wedges, to serve
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

l1  CUT the fish fillets into 2-3cm 
chunks. Peel the prawns, removing 
the legs and heads, leaving the tails 
on. Run a small sharp knife along  
the back of each prawn and pull  
away the dark vein. Rinse and pat  
dry with paper towel.

l2  MIX the garlic, ginger and chilli 
with the oil in a large bowl. Add the 
fish and the prawns and mix well. 
Cover with plastic wrap and chill  
for 1 hour. If using wooden skewers, 
soak them in cold water for at least 
30 minutes before using.

l3  MAKE the salsa. Cut a cross in  
the base of the tomatoes, cover with 
boiling water and leave for 1 minute. 
Peel and deseed the tomatoes and 
chop the flesh into a chunky puree. 

l4  DRY-FRY the coriander seeds in  
a heavy-based frying pan over high 
heat for a few seconds until they 
release their aroma. Crush the seeds 
in a spice mill or with a mortar and 
pestle and add to the tomato. Mix in 
the chilli, garlic, lemongrass and 
lime juice and season well. Cover  
and chill for at least 30 minutes.

l5  HEAT the grill to medium-high. 
Thread the fish and prawns onto  
four skewers and grill for  
3-4 minutes on each side,  
or until the prawns are firm 
and pink. Season and 
garnish with the lime 
wedges. Serve with  
the tomato salsa  
on the side.   

Serves 4
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Serves 4 RECIPE TIP
For a healthier version, 
spray the tortilla strips 
with olive oil and toast 
in a preheated 180°C 
oven for five minutes, 
or until lightly crisped. 

Fresh coriander, green chillies and  
lime juice bring an authentic Mexican 
flavour to this warming soup. 

Topped with sautéed tortilla strips, 
it’s a great dish to share with friends  
on a chilly winter evening.

PREPARATION TIME 20 minutes
COOKING TIME 25 minutes 

Ingredients
¼ cup (60ml) olive oil
6 corn tortillas (15cm), halved and  

cut crossways into 1cm strips
1 small onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1 cup (250g) canned chopped tomatoes

3 mild green chillies, chopped
1 pickled jalapeño chilli, finely chopped
1½ cups (375ml) chicken stock, 

preferably homemade
½ teaspoon chilli powder
½ teaspoon salt
1½ cups (375ml) water
625g boneless, skinless  

chicken thighs, diced
4 tablespoons chopped fresh  

coriander leaves
¼ cup (60ml) lime juice

l1  HEAT 1 tablespoon of the oil in  
a large heavy-based saucepan over 
medium heat. Add half of the tortilla 
strips and sauté for 3 minutes, or until 

crisp. Remove the strips with a slotted 
spoon and drain on paper towel. Repeat 
with another tablespoon of the oil and 
remaining tortilla strips.

l2  ADD the remaining oil, onion and 
garlic to the pan and cook for 5 minutes, 
or until the onion has softened. Add the 
tomatoes, chilli, pickled jalapeño, stock, 
chilli powder, salt and water, then bring 
to the boil. Reduce to a simmer, cover 
and cook for a further 5 minutes. 

l3  ADD the chicken, cover and simmer 
for 5 minutes, or until the chicken is 
cooked. Stir in the chopped coriander 
and the lime juice. Divide the soup 
among bowls and garnish with the 
tortilla strips to serve. 

Mexican chicken soup
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 Try delicious chilli recipes
Visit pinterest.com/DIYHandyman
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Spicy sauces

An indispensable seasoning 
in Vietnamese cooking, this 
spicy mixture can be served 
with mixed salad greens and 
herbs, or used as a dipping 
sauce or marinade.

2 small red chillies, or
to taste, finely chopped

2 garlic cloves
1 teaspoon sugar
2 limes, peeled and chopped
1 tablespoon hot water
1 tablespoon vinegar
5 tablespoons fish sauce

l1  POUND the chilli and garlic  
to a fine paste. Add the sugar  
and lime, then pound to a pulp. 

l2  STIR in the water, vinegar  
and fish sauce, then serve.
TIP Remove the seeds from the 
chillies for less heat. 

Nuoc cham

R
E

C
IP

E
S 

TH
E 

C
O

M
P

LE
TE

 B
O

O
K

 O
F 

H
E

R
B

S
, ©

 R
E

A
D

E
R

’S
 D

IG
E

S
T 

P
IC

TU
R

E
S 

(M
A

IN
) R

E
A

D
E

R
’S

 D
IG

E
S

T 
(B

O
T

TO
M

 R
IG

H
T)

 T
H

IN
K

S
TO

C
K

Fresh or dried chillies are an essential 
ingredient for sauces with zing. Mix 
them with ground herbs and spices.

Make a zesty marinade or condiment with just chillies, salt and lime juice.

Chilli and lime sauce
From the Caribbean, this sauce recipe 
is delicious with barbecued or baked 
fish or vegetables. Baste the food with 
it or serve it separately.

2 fresh red chillies 
1 tablespoon salt
1 cup (250ml) fresh lime juice

l1  REMOVE the seeds and white pith 
from the chillies if you don’t want too 
much heat. Finely slice the chillies 
and pack into a sterilised jar. 
l2  DISSOLVE the salt in the lime juice 
and pour over the chillies. Seal and 
store in a cool place to let the flavours 
develop. It is ready for use after four 
days and keeps for up to four weeks.

Harissa
This fiery sauce is a feature of North 
African cooking. Use it as a condiment 
with eggs and couscous-based dishes. 
TIP If using fresh chillies, there is no 
need to soak them.

8 dried chillies
2 garlic cloves, peeled
½ teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon ground caraway seeds
1 teaspoon ground coriander
½ teaspoon ground cumin

l1  SOAK the dried chillies in hot water 
for 30 minutes, then drain. Remove 
the stems and seeds, then put the 
chillies, garlic, salt and oil in a food 
processor, blending them to a paste. 

l2  ADD the caraway seeds, coriander 
and cumin, then blend. Pack into an 
airtight container and top with a thin 
layer of olive oil. It keeps for one month 
in the fridge. Thin with a little oil and 
lemon juice or hot stock before using.
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Save money simply by being 

more savvy in the garden
gardeningDirt-cheap

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

EXPERT 
SECRETS

Organise working 
bees to get your yard 

tidied up and save 
money, taking turns in 
each other’s gardens.

Cheryl

H
ave you just moved into 
your dream home? You 
may have all you’ve ever 
wanted inside, but those 

mortgage repayments can leave little 
spare cash for developing the garden. 

Plants, pots and paving don’t come 
cheap, but unless you desperately want 
an instant garden, there are ways to 
transform it without breaking the bank. 

Try these effective money-saving 
strategies to get you started, and have 
fun into the bargain.
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Take a good look at the hardscaping 
elements in your garden, such as paths, 
retaining walls, pergolas and decks. 

If the garden is already landscaped, 
then try living with it for a while and 
see if it works for you. 

It’s expensive to replace paving,  
so if it’s a bit dilapidated, you could 
consider fixing instead of removing it. 

Timber decks and pergolas can 
often be given a new lease of life with 
a coat of oil or paint.   

Removing unwanted items from your 
garden such as bricks, broken concrete 
or timber can be expensive, so re-use 
them in small projects. 

Bricks and timber make good 
garden bed borders and foundations  
for compost heaps. Broken concrete  
can be used as slabs for crazy paving  
or as stepping stones.   

Work with  
what you have

RE-USING 
MATERIALS

Salvage any timber you find lying about 
the yard and re-use it in DIY projects

Give outdoor furniture and sheds a facelift with paint.

Pot up flowering annuals for cheap instant colour.
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Right plant, 
right place

GROW TIP
Take a walk around  
the suburb and talk  
to your neighbours 

about the type of plants 
that grow well in  

their garden. 

Look for items on council clean-up 
days, garage sales or in skip bins and 
give them a new purpose in the garden. 
It’s amazing what you can create. 

 USE wicker baskets, boots and  
shoes, wheelbarrows, galvanised 
buckets, tins and trunks as containers, 
adding drainage holes. 

 REMOVE the stuffing from the seat  
of an old dining chair, then staple 
mosquito wire to the underside. Fill  
up with potting mix and plant with 
succulents or flowering annuals. 

 MAKE quirky outdoor plant stands 
from bookcases. You can add shells  
and other outdoor memorabilia. 

 USE an old dresser as a potting  
stand and for storage. 

 REPURPOSE a bathtub as a garden 
pond or use as a planter. 

 SAVE broken crockery and mirrors  
and use for mosaics on paths and walls. 

 TURN glass jars into lanterns by 
placing tealights inside, wrapping  
thin wire around the mouth of the  
jars, then hanging them in trees.

It may sound too simple, but correct 
plant placement is one of the key steps 
to having a successful garden, and one 
that will save you lots of money. 

Growing each plant in the right 
position allows them to reach their 
full potential and purpose. 

Every plant must have a suitable 
climate and soil, as well as enough light 
or shade and dryness or moisture. 

So do your research beforehand 
instead of simply buying a plant and 
then trying to place it.

WAYS TO 
RECYCLE

Use anything that can hold soil as a planter.
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Divide and 
multiply
Take a close look at what plants 
already exist in the garden, then 
divide any perennials and plant the 
divisions in the bare areas. 

If a perennial is growing well and 
is undemanding in its water needs, 
use it around the garden. It may be 
possible to divide a large clumping 
perennial into three or four clumps. 

Perennials such as agapanthus, 
lomandra, catmint, penstemon, iris, 
canna, strelitzia and ornamental 
grasses are all easily divided to provide 
you with more plants. 

 How to divide
l1  REMOVE the plant from 
the ground using a fork. 

Divide the rootball by pulling it 
apart with your hands or cutting  
it with secateurs.

l2  MAKE new planting holes for 
the divisions, then add a layer  
of compost. Replant the divided 
sections at the same depth as  
the mother plant. 

l3  WATER thoroughly and apply 
Seasol to prevent transplant 
shock. Water regularly until the 
divisions are established.   

Bargain hunt
Check out local markets for  cheap plants and keep an eye out  in your local newspaper for any upcoming plant sales. 

The internet is a good place for sourcing plants, as many of them are sold online, including seeds, perennials and bulbs. 

Swap plants
One way of obtaining plants is  to swap them with friends. You could organise a day in your neighbourhood to exchange divisions, bulbs and cuttings. Some garden clubs have days when members can bring plants to swap. For local club contact details, visit yates.co.nz.
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A good money-saving approach is to 
take hardwood cuttings during winter.
For more variety, you could swap 
cuttings with neighbours and friends.

Hydrangea, deutzia, buddleia, 
mock orange (Philadelphus), forsythia, 
kolkwitzia, hibiscus and weigela all 
grow easily from cuttings. 

l1  l2  l3  

l1  Cut the stems
Select 2-3 healthy, ripened stems about 
150-300mm long and as thick as your 
little finger. Make straight base cuts 
below a pair of nodes and angled top 
cuts above a pair of nodes. This prevents 
you from planting them upside down. 

l2  Prepare the cuttings
Take each cutting and dip the base  
of the stem into hormone powder  
or honey. This will encourage the 
production of roots and ensure their 
even distribution. Fill a pot to just 
below the top with propagating mix. 

l3  Pot the cuttings
Make holes with a pencil and plant  
the cuttings to a depth of a third to half 
of their length. Keep the potting mix 
moist. Transfer to larger pots in late 
spring using a good-quality potting mix, 
then plant in the garden in autumn. 

Take cuttings

DIY TIP
Create a mini 

greenhouse by sealing 
a punnet in a freezer 
bag or covering it in 

plastic wrap until the 
seeds germinate.

 Start small
Growing from seed saves 
money, especially in a new 

garden. A packet of 50-100  
seeds costs roughly the same as  
a punnet of 6-12 seedlings. 

Large seeds and those that 
germinate easily, which is usually 
indicated on the packet, can be 
sown where they are to grow. 

This saves you the trouble 
of transplanting and avoids any 
setbacks that may occur when 
young plants are moved.

Cuttings form roots in 8-10 weeks and show new growth in spring.
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world kitchen

Grow & cook the flavours 
of the world

Johnsons World Kitchen seeds 
are available at Bunnings and 

independent garden centres nationwide

Johnsons World Kitchen is a unique 
range of packet seeds comprised of 
distinctive vegetables and herbs that 
are essential ingredients in regional 

cuisines around the world.

Americas

France Mediterranean

Europe Asia

NEW to the range

www.johnsons-seeds.co.nz

Contain colour
Flowering annuals in containers 
bring a balcony or courtyard to life 
without breaking the bank. A $4 
punnet of 12 annuals will plant 
out three medium-sized pots. 

Did you know?
Recycled cardboard egg cartons make 

great seed punnets. Fill with seed 

raising mix and, after germination, 

simply cut off and plant the sections. 

The cardboard will soon break  

down in the soil and your seeds won’t 

suffer transplant shock. 
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 Share your thrifty garden tricks
Post a pic to Instagram and tag @HandymanMagazine



Plant shade-tolerant hellebores in the 
garden for bright cold-weather blooms

HARDY 
HEROES

Y ou can’t beat hellebores 
(Helleborus spp.) for classic good 
performers, bringing subtle 

colour to shady and semi-shaded areas. 
They work their magic in pots  

and garden beds and make ideal 
groundcovers under deciduous trees. 

These perennial plants belong  
to the Ranunculaceae family, which  
also includes buttercups, and there  
are 15 species in the genus. 

The five-petalled flowers have  
a delicate beauty in shades of white, 
cream, green and pink through to 
deep maroon and nearly black. Some 
have spotted blooms and there are 
also double-flowered cultivars.

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

P
IC

TU
R

E 
A

L
A

M
Y

108 SEPTEMBER 2016 New Zealand Handyman



G
A

R
D

EN

Did you know?
The toxic black roots of black hellebore 

(Helleborus niger) was a common poison in 

the Middle Ages and used in black magic.

Helleborus is derived from the Greek words 

‘elein’ meaning to injure and ‘bora’ meaning 

food, which indicates its poisonous nature.

It was a plant so associated with evil  

that superstitious people believed if you  

grew it near the front door, it would actually 

prevent evil spirits from entering.    

DIY TIP
Hellebores do well as 

cut flowers, but plunge 
the end of the stems  

in boiling water before 
arranging in a vase to 
help them last longer.

Hellebores aren’t complicated plants 
to cultivate. They grow well in cool 
and temperate climates, but they are 
not suited to dry inland areas. 

They can be grown easily from 
seed and various-sized potted plants 
are available in nurseries in winter.

 POSITION in a shady or semi-shaded 
spot. While hellebores are ideal for 
woodland gardens, don’t plant them 
under trees that have competitive 
fibrous root systems near the surface. 

 SOIL must be moist and rich, but 
free draining. Dig in lots of compost 
or cow manure before planting. 

 WATER regularly, especially during 
winter, as this is their growth period 
and new flowers are forming. 

 FEED them yearly with well-rotted 
manure and compost. Apply a fertiliser 
for flowers in late autumn. 

 MAINTAIN hellebores by cutting off 
old leaves at the base in late autumn 
to encourage new leaves to grow. 

For a dramatic display, plant hellebores in a drift under deciduous trees.

HOW TO GROW
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SOWING SEEDS
If you want to grow hellebores from 
seed, it’s best to collect the ripe  
seeds in November for immediate 
sowing, as fresh is best. 

 FILL a pot with a good-quality 
potting mix to about 20mm from  
the top, add about 20 seeds, then 
cover with 15mm of mix. 

 WATER the seeds and position the 
pot in dappled shade. Keep the mix 
just moist but not wet and protect the 
young seedlings from snails and slugs.

 TRANSPLANT the seedlings into  
the garden, including self-sown  
ones, after they have produced their 
first set of true leaves. 

While mature plants will survive 
being transplanted, it may inhibit 
their growth for some time.

SELF-SOWN 
SEEDLINGS
Any gardeners who have established 
hellebores will have experienced 
forests of seedlings germinating 
beneath plants in autumn and winter. 

These seedlings have come from 
self-sown seeds during the previous 
late spring or early summer. 

All hellebore seeds need a period 
of warmth followed by a period of cold 
for germination to occur, and summer 
and winter naturally provide this cycle. 

Remove the flowers when they 
have finished if you don’t want your 
hellebores to self-seed. 

Deadhead blooms and cut off old foliage to promote new growth.

BUDGET TIP
Many hellebores flower 

for months and even 
self-seed, spreading 

through the garden, so 
you can increase your 

display for free.  

PROPAGATE
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1 Black hellebore
Also called the Christmas 
rose, as it flowers in winter  

in the northern hemisphere, black 
hellebore (Helleborus niger) produces 
cup-shaped white flowers set against 
leathery deep-green leaves. 

It grows best in cold climates  
and the flowers remain until spring, 
often ageing to shades of pink. 

3 Stinking hellebore 
While the common 
name of Helleborus 

foetidus is unappealing, 
don’t let this put you off 
growing this striking plant. 

The name is a reference 
to the stem, which emits  
a smell when crushed, and 
the earthy-smelling roots, but 
neither is especially offensive. 

The green flowers start 
unfurling in late autumn and last 
until spring. They look magnificent 
nestled among the deep-green 
foliage of stinking hellebore. 
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WHAT TO 
PLANT

Take advantage of these pretty winter 
flowers by planting a few in the colder 
months, and you’ll be rewarded with  
a spectacular display for years to come. 
Here, we showcase four of the best. 2 Lenten rose

Often incorrectly called  
by its previous name, 

Helleborus orientalis, the lenten 
rose (Helleborus x hybridus) is the 
most commonly grown hellebore. 

It starts flowering late winter, 
continuing into spring. Colours 
include shades of cream, white, 
pink and purple, and nearly black. 
Some feature speckled flowers.

Double-flowering hybrids are 
also available in various shades.

4 Helleborus x sternii
The large flowers of 

Helleboros x sternii are 

pale green and often tinged pink. 

It has a shrubby growth habit 

and reaches a height of about 

600mm. In early winter, each  

stem produces many cup-shaped 

blooms that last until spring. 
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Test your knowledge of aquatic animals  
by identifying these colourful species.  

The answers are at the bottom of the page.

fish
Name that
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1
2

ANSWERS l1  NEON TETRA l2  SEAHORSE l3  ANGELFISH l4  CATFISH
l5  SIAMESE FIGHTING FISH l6  GOLDFISH l7  LIONFISH l8  CLOWNFISH

POP QUIZ!
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