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RUST-OLEUM'
ROCKSOLID)
S MAKE YOUR DREAM GARAGE A REALITY
O atie WITHROCKSOLID FLOOR COATING.

— @1 e - For garages and interior concrete, timber & tile floors.
nl - Done in 24 hours, set for a lifetime.
b - 20X stronger than epoxy for superior durability.

e o et e s - Stunning metallic colours, high gloss finish.
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Keep cosy indoors and out with
these heating solutions

GET INTO THE CUBE
A 70s home gets a modern update

KITCHEN REVIVAL
Upgrade the surfaces on a budget

9 EASY KITCHEN
STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Make the most of your cabinets

BRAND-NEW BENCHTOP

Replace laminate benches DIY

BUDGET KITCHEN
TRANSFORMATIONS

Save money on a big or small reno

CUSTOMISE A CLOSET

Transform a walk-in wardrobe

page 58




--E#E“-‘---- .

m

Decorate il Outdoor W Garden

53 MAKE A MINISCAPE 80 WINTER GREENHOUSE 96 RAISING AFRICAN VIOLETS
Terrarium gardening basics PROJECTS Grow this old favourite and
Get a head start on seeds and enjoy indoor blooms all winter
58 TINCAN PLANTER cuttings in the cool months
Upcycle old food containers 100 BLOOMING DELICIOUS
88 DESIGNER HOUSE NUMBER Plant bare-root fruit trees now

Add kerb appeal with a concrete in any-sized backvard
block you can cast DIY

104 GROW LUSCIOUS LILIUMS

60 GARAGE REVAMP Get bulbs in the ground now for
Turn a dingy den into a slick space & 96 a stunning summer showcase
pag 110 BRINGING BULBS INDOORS

How to force spring blooms
into an out-of-season display

112 POP QUIZ

Check your knowledge of dogs
by identifying these breeds

66 POWER UP C

Install a garage door opener

72 BUILD AN OCTAGONAL DECK

Lay a deck over an old patio

78 QUICKANDEASY TIMBER FIX

How to revive weathered wood
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LETTER

hey say a cluttered house is
I a sign of a cluttered mind.
If this sounds a bit like
someone vou know, it's easy to fix.
When vou can clearly select what
is essential, non-essential and rubbish,

you can quickly dictate what to keep
and what to throw out.

Kitchen makeovers

This issue of New Zealand Handyman
is dedicated to helping vou get the
house in shape with clever and easy
storage solutions for the kitchen,
wardrobe and workshop.

These projects are quick and simple
to install and look fabulous. And now
that vour mind is less cluttered, you
can focus on the things you enjoy.

As the kitchen is the hub of the
home, you want to make sure it is
as nice as it can be. So we hope you
are inspired by our kitchen surface
makeover story, on page 26.

Cherie Barber also shows us three
kitchens that she’s transformed
on very tight budgets, on page 40.

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH

Save yourself time and effort by
using the P&N Quickbits TCT
Cut-Smart Drill Bit which drills
and countersinks without having
to change tools [pandn.co.nz).

For use in cement sheet, timber,
plastic and other materials, it has an
adjustable depth stop for accurate
control of the countersink depth.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

The countersink is tungsten
carbide-tipped and a clever nylon
stop collar prevents the tool from
marking the surface of the material
you're working on.

The hex shank suits quick-change
adaptors and the pack contains two
multi-purpose replacement drill
bits and an Allen key.

And after comparing the before and
after pictures, you'll agree what she’s
accomplished is tremendous.

Welcome to winter
Winter has arrived and we're sharing
great ways to enjoy the cooler weather.
There are outdoor projects, such
as growing from cuttings and seeds
in the greenhouse, and how to build
a simple cold frame, on page 80.
Learn how to create kerb appeal
with vour house number, on page 88.
And if it's colour vou're after, we
show you how to grow African violets,
on page 96, and force spring bulbs to
grow indoors, on page 110.
Enjoy the issue,

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL
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P&N Quickbits TCT Cut-Smart, $48.



THE KARCHER WINDOW VAC

The quickest way to streak-free windows.

|deal for cleaning smooth, flat surfaces such
as windows, benchtops, showers and
mirrors as well as condensation removal.
The window vac is three times faster than
traditional cleaning methods and you are
left with streak-free windows with no
smearing. www.karcher.co.nz

KARCHER

makes a difference
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Llove your cei

You'll love Earthwool® glasswool insulation because
it's so easy fo install in your ceiling and it will

help you save up to $400° on your power bill.

This is because Earthwool glasswool is made using
recycled glass and features high Rvalues, which is
the measure of their thermal performance. The higher
the R-value, the better for you and your wallet.

For more information, visit thinkinsulation.co.nz

* smarterhomes.org.nz/smarterhome-guide

EARTHWOOL GLASSWOOL

fhe I:wi doad Jﬁmr st iom
¥,

ing and the savings.

Available at

BUEND INﬂ GS

bunnings.co.nz




WARMERS

Keep the cold at bay this chilly
season with these heating solutions

ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

warming ways
Raise the temperature inside with
a Moretti 11-fin 2400W 0Qil Column
Heater, $99. It has an LED display
with timer and remote control,
overheat protection and a family
friendly tip-over safety switch.

bunninas.co.nz

Warm wrap

No heater? No problem when
you have a plush Ovela Heated
Electric Throw, $47. It has
detachable wires, nine heat
settings, and automatically
turns off after 10 hours. >
kogan.co.nz

Freestanding or mounted on a wall, ' { |
= . the Akai Flat LED Glass Panel g
FOOdle flre Heater, $99, will bring both warmth |
Warm the h : : ;
Heat 'n” Cook i r. o INer on a Scandia EETLE Simer. h?:lm:' wlthht
S e adiant Heater, $2399 It has i |n.1?r ANUATJESTEIS _
+ 1€ater, cooktop and lined firebox. ther;nn:-_statt.lllt Za.pltiahl;p:;mf soit
! can be Installed in the bathroom.

bunnings.co.nz
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" KEEP OUT UNWANTE D GUESTS
FIT A DIY SECURITY OR BARRIER DOOR

Super strong Security and Barrier Doors available now, range of colours and grille types, plus &lorivar
. L€ dlkK
fixed and adjustable sizes that make it easy to fit just about any opening. Plus Quality Doric 1SO 9001

locks and hardware all backed by manufacturers warranty. Visit website for more details or to CMI-M570003

view the installation video.

Available at

bunnings.co.nz




Party pleaser

winter outdoor entertaining area v;::ach
Radiant Electric Heater, from $6 :

d on the ceiling of on a wall.

Turn a patio into @
3 Heatstrip Classic
which can be mounte

heatstrip.com.au

Breeze barrier

Create a cosy alfresco room around
your deck with Windoware Outdoor
Bistro Blinds, available in various
sizes from $193. The heavy-duty,
UV-protected PVC joins together
with zips to block breezes and
keep out the wet weather. >
bunnings.co.nz

10 JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman

Backyard blaze

Organise a dinner party around

a Cast Stone Fire Pit, $249. The
durable cast stone base surrounds
a 760mm-diameter steel fire bowl
that is topped with a domed safety
screen to contain sparks.

bunnings.co.nz

Cold cure

Put a Jumbuck Outdoor Patio
Heater, $139, in your pergola for
a warm winter. Powdercoated, 3
portable and weather-resistant,

it features easy one-step ignition
and has a built-in shut-off valve

in case of an accident.
gasmate.com.au




British D Paints’

Exterior

Achieve a beautiful, =
durable exterior finish fast. .

1 No undercoat required on most surfaces
[0 Only one coat on previously painted similar colours
[0 Only two coats over bare surfaces S Sy

0 True Self Priming Extra Bright Base e

Only available at
@ %é MO UIHLlr ;Tﬁ;:li::szgsn: ::LGAE ’ U B D I n GS
TimeSaver GU#R#HTEE

:a st peel
SERIES blist 4“:1

Bonid e Aot www.britishpaints.co.nz bunnings.co. nz
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warm wear

Stay warm outdoors with an AEG
12V Heated Jacket Kit, from $199.
Heated by carbon-fibre elements
with three temperature settings

Snuggle SUit : | . controlled by the push of a button,

hrough the cooler months with | ' its pro-lithium battery will power
t features a hood, the suit for up to nine hours.

style legs. aegpowertools.co.nz

Camp allt
a3 Selk’bag Classic, $220.1

<ide-leg venting system and pant-

Mighty mitts

Skip fingerless gloves and wear
functional Kathmandu Advection
Gore Windstopper V3 Gloves, $80.
They feature a breathable mesh
palm with a silicone grip, windproof
fabric backs, stretch fleece cuffs and
a touchscreen compatible fingertip.
 kathmandu.co.nz|

Frosty fix

Find relief from cold feet when
working in the winter garden with
Skellerup Red Band Gumboot
Socks, $18. They have a special cool co‘v
elastic support that prevents them
from slipping down your legs. Use a Battery movable, battery”

ithasare B
tﬂ C;EET;:::I{: fleece, it also has pockets aith
Made O

ations.co.NZ

innov
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hless motors g enera
longer life.

Made more o) te less heat

* yversus Ozito
brushed motor
cordless drills

moto
o o d. brushless mo =
BEfE © reiﬁf:abling longer battery runtime

more effecient

Available at

ZUNNINGS 5YEAR — 2

warehouse Check out the Brushless Drill Driver rn
: *Chargers and bafteries come with . z s
bunnings.co.nz a 12 month replacerent waranty & Brushless Hammer Drill in store.




What's new

Indoor projects are the way to go this winter. Install insulation, do a spot of plumbing or paint your way
through the cold weather. Whatever the project, get it sorted at Bunnings Warehouse.

PAINT AWAY BACTERIA ENJOY A WARMER WINTER

Mould Stop Primer, made by Zinsser, Earthwool Glasswool's R4.1 Ceiling Segment Insulation will help lock
s a fungicidal protective coating that in the warmth this winter. Its super soft, easy to install and will save
allows you to paint over and kill mould, you money on your energy bill. It doesn’t contain any formaldehyde
mildew and odour causing bacteria. and is made using recycled glass with ECOSE® Technology and is
The formula contains antimicrobial non-combustible, making it safe for the whole family.

which prevents these nasties from From $81.22 per bale.
growing on the film. This paint is e
perfect in bathrooms, office buildings,
factories and more. Plus, the primer is
waterproof too. From $39.97

3 '-"""-‘ﬁn-:-'u.'.u,ﬁun_r.n‘; T ]

SAND FREE FILLER

Polyfilla's Small Interior Crack Filler Spray allows you to tidy
up minor cracks and imperfections quickly. This is a broad
wall filler that comes in an aerosol format. Simply spray, SEAL IT
smooth off and walk away. Easy application means easy clean
up. It also dries in 10 minutes — that's super quick. $16.97

-'--t_"-.

Stay on top of home maintenance with Polyfilla's Kitchen and
Bathroom Crack Filler. Plug up holes and cracks where moisture is
an issue like your laundry, bathroom and kitchen. This filler dries
in 2-3 hours and is also water and mould resistant. From $15.97

| L o
ll||l| S |

SERIOUS ABOUT HEATING
Whether you're in your workshop
or out on site this 5000W Diesel
Fan Heater, made by Full Boar,
will keep your work place toasty.
It has a S0L fuel tank and has

a heat output of 175000BTU. It
also features a flame sensor, auto
cut off no oil and a 0.05MPA low
pressure atomization. $699

VAV AW N . .
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15250RRRKK
OSSOl SAFE AND SECURE
’Q. .’.0"...’..‘ Protect your home and loved ones with
OO Protector Aluminium Security Doors, SAFETY AT HEIGHTS
”. ...‘ ..‘ ...' With black or white to choose from, This super strong, dual purpose fibreglass

YOOI they're guaranteed to match the colour ladder by Rhino has an industrial load rating of

OO
OO O  of your home. These doors are also 150kgs. The fibreglass construction makes the
S &€ & @ ‘. Incredibly strong in construction and ladder electrical safe, as well as the additional
OO
KA A A . 0.0.90.9 therefore able to withstand the wear and feature of non-slip treads to ensure your safety

tear of everyday living. $350 when working at heights. 1.8 — 3.3m $260



features concealed fixing screws for a cleaner chrome look. It's fitted longevity. These mixers are suitable for water pressures between
with a quality ceramic cartridge for all round durability — and, like the 35-500kpa. They feature globally certified 450mm braided

Amio Sink Mixer & Amio Basin Mixer, it has a 20 year warranty. The stainless steel hoses which increases flexibility and performance,
shower mixer 1s ideally suitable for water pressures above 55kpa. whilst allowing for easy installation. They are also rated WELS

t also has a WELs Mains rating of 3 star/low 4 star. $279 Mains 3 star/low 4 star. From $299

THE PERFECT MIX
CLEAN MODERN LOOK Methven's Amio Basin and Sink Mixer’s suit every home. With
The Amio Shower Mixer, made by Methven, has a clean design. It g, J a 20 year warranty, they're designed for all round durability and
J

CLEAR AS DAYLIGHT

Give your windows a streak-free finish with the Karcher Window Vac
WVS. With a 35min run time, on a full charge, it can clean 105 square
metres per charge. Its bar spacer is adjustable so it can clean right up
to the edges. The Window Vac isn't limited to windows; it can clean all
smooth surfaces like tiles, mirrors and shower screens. It also comes
with 2 x removable & rechargeable 3.7V lithium-ion batteries, 250m! '
spray bottle with microfiber cloth, 20ml glass cleaning concentrate, F
battery charger, battery station and a 2 year warranty. $225

CLEAN STEAM

The 1300W 2in1 Steam Mop, made by Dirt Devil, is steam ready in
30 seconds. There’s no messing around with this powerful Mop. It
has a run time of 17 minutes, which is plenty of time fo attack any
mess. Its quick swivel capabilities and 6.1m chord allows it to get
into tight spaces. It also has flexible edges to cover baseboards and
floors at the same time. $99

EYE CATCHING KITCHEN

The Noir Black Granite Kitchen Sink will give your kitchen a sleek new look.
Made from 77% quartz and 23% acrylic, it is extremely hard wearing and easy
to clean. In fact, it will maintain its colour and resist scratches and stains for
many years. This is an order only product. $348

Ty

PUNNING

i

Mot all products featured are available in all stores, but may be ordered. Shelf prices may be lower than advertised to
ensure lowest prices every day. We reserve the right o restrict the purchase of commercial guantifies. Al prices guoted

are inclusive of GST. Prices valid until Wednesday 27th July 2016, or while stocks last, Excludes trage quotes, sig
and commergiaf g
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ABOVE Located on a hill,
the home is surrounded
by mature trees and
rolling green land.
RIGHT Sharp angles
and jutting features

on the exterior align
and take on a new
perspective, depending
on the vantage point.

8t { =™ ‘v
f . .“. .'I._ ﬂ..l‘i
"l:...-_.._- j_W = .j. '

"'..-"‘ i - !
i ",'i;‘! 1 #r 1
Sl ‘.

<A

-

et on an 850sgm block, high
on a hill, a cantilevered cube
is the main feature of this
modernist, architect-designed home.
‘The site itself was amazing, but
the existing single-storey structure
didn’t do it justice. I wanted to create
drama with both the build and the
interior,” says homeowner Munro Laing.
He wanted playfulness in form and
for the view to be an integral part of
the design. And, as they are a family
of five, he also wanted lots of space.
But not too much space, says
Munro, reflecting a growing move
away from huge for the sake of it.
What was to be as big as possible
were the windows, and the design
was centred around the expanses of

single-pane glass that flood the house

with light and green outlooks.

‘What we didn't want was a big
white box, despite the fact that a cube
is the dominant feature,” he says.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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Height and light
The original house was a one-storey
pavilion, and that footprint remains.
Entering via oversized glass doors, the
space soars to a double-height ceiling.

A floating staircase with a glass
balustrade leads to a mezzanine level
and the cube extension. The grandness
of the space is emphasised by the use of
colour and unexpected features.

An angular recess by the stairs is
painted deep aubergine and is reflected
opposite on floor-to-ceiling pivoting
panels that open to the lounge.

‘[ just love the sense of theatre
when vou walk in. And actually the
interior is not vast, but the height
and light make it feel much bigger.

“This is something [ didn't fully
understand about good architecture.
[t’s not just about designing something
that looks good, it also has to feel good
and work emotionally.

‘We have never felt more at home
than we do here,’ says Munro.

" ENREERE " T
& 8 o 8RS

A grand entrance sets
the visual tone and
creates a sense of
drama in this sleek,
modern residence.
RIGHT The minimalist
dining room Is visible
from the front door and
leads the eye to the
amazing views outside.
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The kitchen features concealed

storage and integ rated appliances.

Simple and streamlined

The view from the entry is directly
into the dining room, a low key and
simply arranged space housed in the
original single-storev building.

An eight-seater dining table and
high-gloss white chairs and storage
unit are offset by a wallpapered
shelving nook. It ties into the colour
scheme and is an unexpected addition
in the mostly neutral palette.

The eye is drawn outdoors through
the doors and windows to the green
landscape and the turquoise pool.

Continuing the minimalist look,
the adjacent kitchen has a long island
bench with storage clad in walnut and
topped with Carrara marble. The island
extends into a breakfast bar, positioned
to take advantage of the views.

A high-gloss cabinet with an
integrated fridge provides more
storage, so every surface is kept clear,
with the oven economically and
ergonomically tucked into the end.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014

19



Drama and glamour
The living area is a long space that
opens off the entrance. The new
extension provides a double-height
ceiling, accentuated by the pivoting
panels that can either close off the
room or create a little more privacy.
Munro was concerned that the
high ceiling may make the space
feel ungrounded or cold.
‘I understood we would have the
recess under the mezzanine but didn’t

anticipate the success of the stone
cupboards, which look more like
a sculpture than storage,’ he says.
At the other end of the living
space, the cantilevered cube forms
a low and cosy zone. This area picks
up the walnut element from the
kitchen as cladding on the ceiling.
Lighting and sound are recessed
into the cladding and, in keeping
with the intimate feel, the back wall
is painted a deep Prussian blue, which

Y —

serves to absorb some of the light

and add depth to the room.
‘I'm so happy with the contrasting

materials in the living space. The room

really does have many personalities,

depending on where you decide to sit

and what time of day it is,” says Munro.
Furnishings are few but very

well chosen. Comfortable and unfussy

in form, they allow for a variety of

arrangements and activities without =

overwhelming the space.



One end of the living space has
a soaring double-height ceiling and
is open to the new mezzanine level,
which features glass balustrading.
RIGHT An area with a low ceiling clad
In walnut creates a cosy zone at the
other end of the open-plan lounge.

-

Choose an accent colour in a jewel tone to bring
out the serenity of a neutral backdrop and
natural materials such as stone and timber

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014




Two floating vanities f

22

eature in the bathroom.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

Calming and luxurious

The master bedroom, which is more
like a parents’ retreat, is in the cube.
The 70sgm area features stunning
views front and back, benefiting from
the floor-to-ceiling windows that
open onto a Juliette balcony.

“There is little need to go over the
top decorating this house, as the view
often takes centrestage and the light
moves through the day,” says Munro.

A large part of the success of this
calming and undemanding home
is plenty of storage, and most of it

hidden. Clever planning allows for the

integration of storage in every room.
Built-in robes look like a partition
wall in the bedroom, opening on the

other side to create a dressing room.
And further down the hallway, the
bathroom is more than just an ensuite.

With a view back up the hill, the
green bush creates a scenic backdrop
and imbues the bathroom with
a sense of privacy and retreat.

A sage green wall is calming and
plays into the Scandinavian theme
suggested by the gloss vanity and a
tribute to an Eero Saarinen tulip table.

The freestanding bath takes in the
spectacular view, while an oversized
shower makes room for two.

‘It’s these small details that impact
how we feel and function. This is the
home we always wanted and the house
that fits this site,” says Munro.

The secret to creating and maintaining
a simple decorating scheme is to have
concealed, built-in storage, and lots of it



For 75% LESS vs cost of bottled gas.

Heatstrip® by Thermofilm is the cost effective electric
radiant heater that unites efficiency with style.

Idcml for yr’}Lr ﬁlﬂmm and outdoor entertaining areq,

ol

hc:r'd-lu-l'ect mduur r_,ur_te.

. Even your garage, shed or

Heatstrip runs at a quarter of the cost of bottled g
s more DH'E:i(;nT over a larger area and won't corrode

and operate, an f_rjluna_ﬂ conirolle

s eqsy
the fimer mr‘ warmth levels. For more information go fo
www. heatstrip.com.au
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Private and practical

Three bedrooms and a bathroom
extend off the cube in a loft space
that was part of the original home.

Designed for teenagers, the
bedrooms are practical and gender
neutral. Earthy colours reflect the
outdoor scene and built-ins provide
extensive mixed storage.

‘Having the kids in a separate
part of the house is great for them and
us, even more so because they have
their own bathroom,” says Munro.

The design approach in the loft
is simple, with success dependent on
attention to detail, such as the grout
lines of the wide-format bathroom tiles
aligning perfectly with the vanities.

‘It's quite extraordinary to have
teenage children and not be living in
a certain level of chaos, but this place
never feels overwhelmed.’

Understated luxury, a soothing palette
and leafy outlook turn the master
bathroom into a haven for relaxation.

JULY 2016 New
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Teenage Clutter s kept to a min Imum with

clever storage.
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PURE FRESH
FILTERED WAIER

Full range of Full Flow in line The Ultimatein Ceramic Benchtop
replacement filters filtration line filtration : | Filtration

Unlike bottled water, by filtering your water you will have access to &
ongoing supply of fresh, contaminant free water that cannot only be used
for all your drinking water, but also for cooking, washing vegetables,
making tea and coffee even feeding your pets.

The options are endless. You are no longer limited to the amount of filtered
water you can use.

You can have filtered water in just minutes with the benchtop, on tap and
filter jug solutions. With the installed undercounter systems, you can have
an endless supply of filtered water direct from your own tap, or as an |
additional point of use with many systems supplied with a quality faucet in z Available at

the kit. There is also an extensive range of branded fridge filters to suit just U INGS
about any fridge. I‘eh()llse

Come and see the exclusive range of Stefani Water Filtration products at your local Bunnings Warehouse. bunmngm‘:ﬂ-“z




KITCHEN REVIVAL

Give your dated kitchen a full facelift in just a weekena
with these inexpensive and simple surface repairs

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

he kitchen plays a key
role in the daily routine
of a family, and is also

often the hub of a party.
Whether you're looking to

update or just repair it, ixing up

the kitchen doesn't have to be

a hard or expensive exercise.
Making it a showpiece

again can be as simple as

resurfacing your benchtop,

replacing doors or installing

a vibrant splashback.

o
3
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PICTURE ITOP] ALAMY

In a busy kitchen, countertops can
show wear and tear fast, especially
on an island bench. And as a focal
point, a damaged island can really
make a space look shabby or dated.

Resurfacing kitchen benchtops
is a budget-friendly upgrade you can
do yourself over a weekend.

To make over a laminate benchtop,
replace any peeling edges and give the
entire surface a light sand.

Repair anv dents, then apply
a laminate paint or use a special-effect
coating to get the look of stone.

1 GET THE
LOOK

.
\-.r e

I-Ed . '
-'\-

Rust-Oleum Benchtop Euiating
System in Diamond White,

$236. haydn.co.nz

‘Hillrnark SteelPower
Stainless Stee| Cleaner, $14
for 250mi1. hillmark.:um.au

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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Cut the vinyl
Use a utility knife to cut around the
damaged area, then loosen the adhesive
in one corner using a hairdryer and lift
with a putty knife. Cut a patch to match
the damaged area, extending it 1Tomm
around the pattern or grout line.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

REPLACEMENT

T PATCH e m
PATTERN | f'

LINE —

(2} Position the patch

Tape the replacement patch over the
damaged area with painter’s tape and
cut through the new patch with a sharp
utility knife, following the pattern line.
P Use aruler toguide the knife to
ensure smooth, straight cut lines.

Flooring

If your Kkitchen floor has burn marks,
holes or tears, patch the damaged
section with a new piece of vinvl.

You can buy a sample piece of
vinyl, but make sure it shows any
repeat patterns. If you can’'t match
the flooring, find a hidden spot
inside the pantry or under appliances
and cut out a piece to use.

Irwin ProTouch
Hetrac‘tahle Utility Knife,
$17. iIrwintools.co.nz

FLOORW COVERING ’

ADHMESIVE

Cemix Floor Covering

Adhesive, $29 for 1L.
cemix.co.nZ

SEALER

€) Apply the adhesive

Remove the replacement patch and
the damaged section and any backing

material. Apply a vinyl-flooring adhesive

with a small-notched trowel and secure
the replacement patch, going over the
seam with a vinyl floor sealer.

PICTURE [TOP] ALAMY



Replacing an old one or installing DESIENTIF

a new splashback can change the _ Amﬂﬁaltﬁpiaﬁhhaﬂk
whole look of a kitchen. cre atef;inﬁtantimp act

Acrylic sheets are quick to and also adds colour to
install and come in a range of ak|tchen‘U5mgtiie
Acrylic panels add a block of solid colour colours and patterns. y \ Shﬁﬂtﬁfﬂe,ﬁfhelgb
for a glossy, eye-catching effect. Tiled splashbacks are classic _ frumfidd[ytgfast*
RIGHT Mosaic tile s_plashhfn:kﬁ inject and easy to DIY. Use subway tiles SRkl e S
colour and texture into a kitchen. _

for a modern look or add colour

with a mosaic design.

7] ISTOCK [RIGHT] ALAMY

PICTURES [LEF
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www.haydn.co.nz

Rethink the

kitchen remodel

Rust-Oleum® Benchtop Transformations is the simple, affordable and hassle-free
way to transform your worn or damaged laminate benchtop into a beautiful,
BENCHTOP durable, glossy surface in just one weekend. It’s ideal on kitchen and bathroom
benchtops, bars and tables.

FEATURES:
* Breakthrough silicone epoxy will not yellow
« Handles the toughest household cleaners

+ Low odour Available at
* Ideal for tiled walls, splashbacks and benchtops

* Covers 4.6 sgm aU N N IN GS
* Available in Diamond White and Galaxy Black
== RUSTOLEUM' bunnings.co.nz
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DIY TIP

Repair minor scratches
in timber with a walnut.

Just rub it diagnonally
over the damage, then
repeat with your finger
to set the natural oils.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

Well-maintained timber fits seamlessly
into a modern kitchen design.

RIGHT Raw or slightly stained timber
cabinets work well in an urban style.

REPAIR "

ESSENTIALS,

e
L1

Timber doors show knocks more
than high-gloss cabinetry but are
easy to touch up, then stain or
varnish for a natural finish.

Polyurethane is similar to clear
varnish but is easier to apply, making
timber doors durable and giving them
a mediume-level shine.

Before resurfacing timber cabinet
doors, remove any handles, then
repair cracks, scratches and dents
with a filler in a matching colour.

Sand the surface smooth, wipe off
the dust, then use sugar soap to clean
oil build-up, particularly on cabinets
near the rangehood and fridge.

Stain the timber, then use a brush
or short-nap roller to apply 2-3 coats
of a clear polyurethane, letting it dry
and sanding lightly between coats.

FICTURES ISTOCK



Paint timber doors
% To change the style of

a timber kitchen, just use
paint. White cabinets will give

you a country look, while green
and blue have a retro feel.

Black is sophisticated, and
a gloss finish is sleek and modern.

A matt paint works well in an
industrial-style space.

To DIY, sand back the doors
and drawers to bare timber,
prime, then apply two coats of
a mould-inhibiting paint. >

Market-leading cleaning solutions specifically | | .
designed to clean, care, protect and maintain For mﬂﬂ? information visit
appliances and surfaces in the home. www.hillmark.com.au

\deal for stainless steel, ceramic glass and solia N
element cook tops, stone surfaces, washing ‘
machines, dishwashers, rangehood filters and more.

The range has been tried, tested and recommended
for all of the big names in the appliance business.




Budget revamp

This kitchen had a good layout and
new appliances, so homeowner Kate
Griffith couldn’t justify spending
on a reno, but she felt the all-white
scheme made it stark and cold. The
solution was a DIY makeover.
REPLACE THE FACE Paint doesn’t
adhere well to high-gloss cabinetry,
so replace the existing doors. If the
cabinetry is in standard sizes, this can
be done with flatpacked options.
CREATE A CONTRAST Add colour to a
neutral backdrop for a big impact. Here,

L

the red doors make the stainless steel e
splashback pop, while the white bench
and blinds look fresh. New handles with e
a modern profile update the look. =
Aft ~
Red gloss doors replaced the old white 2 fh_?

ones to add energy and colour to the room.

PICTURES STUART SCOTT

sstesial - §
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| Styles to Suit
your Kitchen

no matter what your style

4

Sprint !Eilar.k . 1con Coil i X-Factor Sink
Sink Mixer \ Sink Mixer : Mixer XFACI
SBKO10 ICONOLC /"j/‘:i{;..__‘ SKU 168398
SKU 310237 . SKU 310304 '

|

Available at

zunhine: FOREND.

bunnings.co.nz info@foreno.co.nz foreno.co.nz

T e mm—




EASY KITCHEN
STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Iry these ways to create an organised
and more efficient workspace

hen you want additional
storage in yvour Kitchen,
vou don’t need to strip

out and replace vour cabinets.
Instead, you can add dividers,
shelves, baskets and racks using just
a few materials and basic tools.
All of these solutions will help
to keep vour kitchen organised and
they're budget friendly as well.

F - - -
. JULY 2016 New.Zealand Handyman - 2
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Add extra shelves

Utilise wasted space and

make cabinets much more
functional simply by adding
another shelf or two.

All you need is 17mm thick

plywood or melamine and a packet
of shelf-support brackets.

‘1
A.ft'er ow tidy and

at cookware is now ! |
::';cesﬁihle by storing it upright.

Create a divider

Tidy up cabinets and

create easy access to
flat pans, boards and trays by
storing them upright instead
of stacking them up.

Measure and cut a piece
of melamine to fit inside the
cabinet and serve as a divider.

To attach it, screw a bracket
to the face frame of the cabinet
floor and one to the back wall. Or
you can drive screws through the
divider from the shelf above.

OTTOM LEFT] LEE DASHIELL

PICTURE B




Store cutting boards

Create a dedicated storage

space for your cutting
boards by adding a rack to the
inside of a cabinet door.

Cut to size 12mm thick acrylic
or plywood, then smooth the edges
using sandpaper and round the
lower corners with a belt sander.

Use ferrules or timber blocks
as spacers and secure the rack
with screws and washers.

¢ 8

and ideal for storin

Organise spice jars
Save time hunting through

your spice collection to _ re readily available ):E\
find the right one by reorganising ) - "r . ‘1
them in simple wire drawers. . & '? ‘T - |
Install two of the drawers in ' . — S

a cabinet, then add the spices

in matching clear-glass jam jars.
Write the name of the spices

on the jar lids and arrange them

alphabetically for easy access.

" Before '

J

OM LEFT] LEE DASHIELL

.._\.-

1] o N

[URES [ BOT

The spices are easy to find now
they are organised in drawers.

Hﬂ- .

|
p—

36 JULY 2016 New Zeatand Handyman




Install a knife rack

House knives in a safe

place by installing a knife
rack inside a cabinet door.

To make it, run timber offcuts
across a tablesaw on edge to cut
kerfs, adjusting the blade height
for different knife widths. Also cut
a thin strip to act as an end cap.

Glue and clamp the kerfed
offcuts together, then sand the
rack until the joints are flush.,

To mount it on the door, use

two 35mm screws and washers, ©

AQUADHERE

HIGH QUALITY

WOO0D WORKING ADHESIVES

Whether you are repairing wooden items inside the

home, building furniture or looking for a commercial

strength adhesive, Selleys Aquadhere has a solution
to meet all your wood working needs.

CSELLEYS

IFIT'S SELLEYS IT WORKS

U YL T il L

AQUADHERE

Lg [ el |

AQUADHERE

FOR THE DOER"
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Watch the video’
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DV TIP

Laminate isan
affordable and durable
benchtop material
that is easy to cut and
install, making it ideal /

for DIY installation. /

Forstner hit
Tape measure
{arpenter’s square
Pencil

Handsaw

Spanner

Chisel

PUf adhesive
Benchtop joiners
Safety gear

Join and install a laminate bench to
give the kitchen a modern update

aminate benchtops are durable
L and come in a wide range of

designs and colours, making
them ideal for any kitchen. They're
also easy to install DIY.

Benchtops are available in lengths
of up to 2400mm and will need to be

() Mark the joins

Lay the benchtop sections in position
on the cabinets and from underneath
mark where they join. Turn the sections
over and line up the marks. Measure
and mark out the drill points on the
underside of the benchtops, according
to the manufacturer’s instructions.

) Mount the brackets

Drill pilot holes in the centre of the
back panel of each cabinet at the

top, then attach the brackets using
screws. Drill guide holes in the
horizontal braces at the front of each
cabinet. Position each benchtop section
the right way up on the cabinets.

measured and cut to size before they
are attached to the cabinets.

Most kitchens require multiple
benchtop sections, which are joined
underneath for a smooth finish.

T1P You can order laminate benchtops
cut to size at your local Bunnings.

i

(2 Drill the holes

Drill holes in the underside of the
benchtop with a Forstner bit, using
masking tape to mark the depth. Use
a handsaw to cut two grooves 10mm
apart between the hole and the edge
of the benchtop. Make a channel by
tapping out the waste with a chisel.

BENCHTOP

£} Join the benchtop

Apply PVA adhesive to each side of
the joint, install the joiner bolts and
tighten using a spanner. Secure the
benchtop to the rear brackets with
screws. Use the guide holes at

the front to drill pilot holes in the
benchtop, then secure with screws. ©

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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TRANSFURIVIATIUNS

revamping the hub of the home

Save money wher

whether it's a cos

WORDS AND PICTURES CHERIE BAR

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman
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Modern colours Lift the mood and
the splashback creates an impact.

/[ LALLLLY AN

itchens can be notoriously
expensive to renovate,
especially once you've
factored in new appliances,
cabinets, benchtops, splashbacks and
flooring, not to mention tradies’ fees.
There’s also the inconvenience of
having your kitchen out of action for

When a kitchen is structurally sound
but just outdated, vou can achieve
miracles for next to nothing. Start
with specialty paint, then complement
it with a few strategic updates.

In this kitchen, the cabinets were
painted with white laminate paint,
while the benchtop was painted dark
grey and sealed with a gloss top coat.

The old wall oven would have
clashed with the new look, so it was
replaced for $500 and the wall was

PPG Endure Low Sheen
White Interior Paint, $30
for 1L. ppgpaints.co.nz

weeks, and the inevitable dirt and
dust that comes with a major reno.
These makeovers demonstrate

what can be achieved by thinking
outside the box. By building on what
is already there, or just updating the
colour scheme, you can transform
the kitchen on a modest budget.

Update the surfaces

reconfigured to fit the microwave. The
brown rangehood was modernised
with stainless steel appliance paint.
Thankfully, tiles are cheap and
come in wonderful patterns, so a new
splashback was installed to create
a modern look for less than $350.
Self-adhesive flooring transformed
the base of the breakfast bar for only
555, and a new coat of paint, feature
lighting and micro venetian blinds
completed the transformation.

White Knight White
Laminate Paint, $52 for 1L.
whiteknightpaints.co.nz

Dulux Duramax Stainless
Steel Finish Spray Paint,
$25 for 300g. dulux.co.nz

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2016 41



After

: et
The new kitchen is more spaciou

with smarter storage nptmnj. -

LOOK

&

Foreno Espree Chrome
All-pressure Sink Mixer,
$89. foreno.co.nz

Johnson Tiles 300 x 100mm

Gloss Ceramic Wall Ti Venetian dure 9-function
: LTile, $40 Windoware PVCVen Everdu
for 40. Johnsontiles.com,ay Blind, 1630 x 1200mm, Built-in Oven, $599.
about $14, from Bunnings. everdure.com

42 JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman



DIY TIP

Installing cabinets and
laminate benchtops DIY
can save money, but
you'll need to call in the
professionals for any
plumbing and wiring.

Start from
scratch

[f you have to gut a kitchen, it
doesn’t mean vou need to pay top
dollar for a new one. Hunting for
bargains can shave thousands of
dollars off your budget.

This kitchen was beyond saving, so
the whole lot had to go, including the
lino floor. Underneath, there were pine
floorboards in near-perfect condition,
so it was a great base to work with.

A new flatpack kitchen was found
online for $1500 and a pantry was
added to boost storage. The breakfast
bar was permanently removed to
provide a more open-plan space.

New stainless steel appliances
and a tiled splashback were installed
to modernise the kitchen, while the
walls were patched up and given
a fresh coat of paint throughout. >

O

Always ask
yourself what
components can
be retained
or recycled

—
s —_—

°t

ol

[




JULY 2016 New Zealand Handym




After

A layout change
kitchen and crea

improved the
ted more space.

Change the layout

This kitchen reno required thinking The biggest purchase was the
- outside the square, as it was flipped LED under-bench lighting at $600,
at right angles and moved to an a necessity for both task lighting
otherwise dead space in the entry. and a dramatic effect.
F ) : It was a key part of a major A great addition for a small
I. | renovation of this small warehouse apartment, the new long benchtop
#’ii studio, as it allowed the floorplan created a breakfast bar, while the

to be changed to turn the space faux-brick tiles, picked up for $90,

into a one-bedroom apartment. make a fabulous focal point in an
To reduce costs, the cabinets otherwise plain kitchen.

were retained and expanded to The plumbing and electricity

create the new kitchen. had to be relocated, but the cost
And almost all the new fixtures was justified, as the reno delivered

and fittings were bargain buys. $39,000 in profit at sale time.

£
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money.
l The cabinets were retained and relocated to save

——gs,

STEAL
THIS STYLE

Use feature lighting
and a DIY designer
splashback to add
wow factor and create
a modern look when
on a tight budget.
Cherie Barber,
Renovating For Profit

\
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GET THE
LOOK

.J‘\ | ?W

Project Square 440mm
square Sink Bowl, $339.
tntaramarketing.m.nz

Formica 3600 X 930 x 36mm
Top Solutions Marble Benchtop,
$555, from Bunnings.

Bellini 600mm
Stainless Steel Dishwasher,
$569, from Bunnings. %




AVAILABLE IN:
300x400 Sorrento Olive
(Ceramic Wall Tile)

400x400 Sorrento Olive
(Ceramic Floor Tile)

FINISH:
Wall - Gloss
Floor - Gloss, Matt, Grit

AVAILABLE IN:
300x400 Sorrento Charcoal
(Ceramic Wall Tile)

400x400 Sorrento Charcoal
(Ceramic Foor Tile)

FINISH:
Wall - Gloss
Floor - Gloss, Matt, Girit

Available at

%gNN INE%S

bunnings.co.nz




Install drawers and shelving DIY
to maximise wardrobe storage

WORDS AND PICTURES MELISSA DARR 1

F or five years, crafty blogger After doing more important #

Melissa Darr put up with a less reno jobs, such as the kitchen
than user-friendly walk-in robe and bathroom, Melissa had the
in the master bedroom. It had ample time to take on the wardrobe. %
hanging space, but that was about it. ‘I was tired of living with
“There wasn't much in it, so we a dysfunctional closet, so the
lived with stuffing our clothes into first step was to decide what we
a little tower of drawers,” says Melissa. wanted from the space.’

Building storage is a big carpentry job,
so tailor off-the-shelf options instead

)

CREATING

Melicea

= THE CLOSET
A J

\

Melissa’s goal was to increase drawer Melissa and her husband Bevan

EXPERT

and shelving space in the wardrobe measured the wall, worked out the best
SECRETS without it turning into too big a job. configuration and costed the parts. They
‘| wanted something pre-made that worked around powerpoints, as hiring
ASSEE‘S What I'IEE'dE we could customise to fit our space and an electrician would blow the budget.
1o be 5’[(}[“&(3]l ’[hen that was easy to install,’ says Melissa. Several sketches and a couple of
design 2 ClDSEt to SUit After_ researching different options, tripi_-‘. to Bunnings late.r, they had a final
they decided to go with Clever Closet by design, and the planning meant that the
YDUF ElCtUEll HEEdS- Handy Storage [handy-storage.co.nz]. installation took only an afternoon.
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and stuck to
f for the new closet.
imple and

stomise.

2 design brie
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@ Get more DIY from Melisea

Follow her blog thewhimsicalwife.com



RENOVATE

Custom vs standard
~ ‘There are two ways you can
~ go with Clever Closet. You
can buy a pre-packaged system to
fitinto an area or you can tailor the
parts to suit your needs, which is
what we did,” says Melissa.
‘What | loved was that we could
install open wire shelving next to the
window and not block out the light.

‘While the Clever Closet system
Is a little more expensive than
buying melamine wardrobe inserts,
it's worth spending the extra money.

‘It can be completely customised,
there are no bulky cabinets, and it is
super simple to install.

‘With all our clothes now so easy
to access, there is no more need to
rummage around or make a mess.’

DESIGN TIP

Go for symmetry
when designing a closet
system with open
shelving to create
streamlined storage
that always looks tidy.

DRIVER

1 Install the hang track
Mark the top of the closet system
and secure the horizontal hang track,
checking for level with a spirit level.
Hang the wall strips vertically from
the hang track, checking for plumb.
Secure the strips with screws.

2 Make the frames

Build the sliding basket frames for the
drawers, following the manufacturer’s
instructions. Install the shelf brackets
in the wall strips, then add the wire
shelves and engage the locking clips,
working from the top down.

@ Add the drawers

Secure the sliding basket frames to
the wall strips with screws, leaving
enough room in between so they run
smoothly on the tracks and keeping
them clear of the ground. Slide the
drawers into the frames. =



Official 35 Anniversary Tribute % "‘6,,
to Holden’s All Time Greatest!

” OoF AL TN
HOLDEN
Bise_j

Tl

Powered by a reliable Seiko VD 54 B movement
Exclusive Commodore badge motif
Chronographic stopwatch function

Crafted in rugged stainless steel

Rotating bezel

Reverse engraved with famous slogan ‘Originalityis
everything whatever way you look at it

Side etched with famous /T°'S A HOLDEN ad slogan

Winner of over 60 major awards including five prestigious Wheels
Car of the Year Awards, the Commaodore is the greatest Holden
of all time. Now, you can show your pride with the “Holden
Commodore Watch,” the official 35" anniversary tribute to the first
name in motoring!

Officially authorised by Holden, the "Commodore Watch”
offers the same technical precision and luxurious styling that has
made its namesake the Number #1
choice amongst Holden drivers for
over 35 years. The case is hand-
crafted in tough stainless steel for
durability. The watch face showcases
a Commodore emblem in a gleaming
silver tone. Three chronographic
sub dials offer a stopwatch function,
accented by retro-styled stripes
reminiscent of the car's 1978 launch.
The side is engraved with the famous

HOLDEN
™ General Motors LLC

ad slogan ‘Originality is everything Arrives with a Certificate
whatever way you look at it.” Every of Authenticity, in a PAY NOTHING NOW
Commodore driver knows the feeling! custom-gift box THE Me/Mrs/Miss/Ms First Name
BRADFORD
‘ _ EXCHANGE
Qnr;e a Commodore r;irwer_, always a_Gnmmndnre driver, so our Please Respond
limited stock may sell out in record time. Act now to secure your Promptl g
“Holden Commodore Watch” for just five easy instalments of $55.00. . Wr‘f o
That’s only $275, plus $19.99 postage and handling, back by our it :
120-day guarantee. To order, send no money now. Just return the Watch” as described inthis  NeocTve Yours today. 3 easy options:
coupon or go online today at www.bradford.net.nz/holden advertisement. | understand | 1. MAIL no stamp required, to: Ge
need pay noming o, The Bradford Exchange, Freepost No.98331,
www.bradford.net.nz/holden e, or 2. PHONE: 09 829 0475 -10am-Tam Mon - i 9

Quoting promotion code: 26976

_ . gr 3 ONLINEzt www.bradford.net.nz/holden S
©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617 503-FAN6.01 . i | quoting promotion code: 26976




SP@E

AUCKLAND

uardians

5

Will you
be our
Guardians?

TAKING ACTION FOR ANIMALS

Taking action for animals

Each year SPCA Auckland helps more
than 15,000 sick, injured and abandoned
animals. With no funding from the
government, we rely on supporters in
the community to help us do our work.

SPCA Guardians are a special group of
regular monthly donors who help us
take action for animals in five key ways:

Prevent cruelty
Rescue

Rehabilitate

Shelter and re-home
Seek justice

For more information about becoming an SPCA Guardian

please visit our website www.spcaauckland.org.nz
email guardians@spca.org.nz
or phone 09 256 7307
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WORDS CLEA CREGAN PICTURES RICH MACDONALD

glass vessel filled with plants,
rocks and soil, a terrarium is
a tiny garden that mimics a

real landscape, bringing nature inside.

Easy and low-maintenance, vou
don't need a green thumb to become
a terrarium gardener. And there’s no
right way or wrong way to make one.

MAKE -

MINISCAPE

Create landscapes under glass with this
step-by-step guide to terrarium gardening

Experiment with containers, plants
and decorations and see what happens.
Use these projects as a guide and add
your own creative twists, or improvise
with plants readily available to vou.

Either way, the terrariums on
these pages will inspire you to give
miniscape gardening a try. »

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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Building your landscape
The process for planting a desert or
forest terrarium is generally the same.
[t is important to have all of your
elements ready to go before starting
and to give vourself enough time.
Assembling a terrarium can take
between 20 minutes and two hours,
depending on the complexity of your
project. Make sure vou thoroughly
wash, clean and dry the glass vessel.

\

-
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® See more terrarium designs

Visit pinterest.com/DIYHandyman

JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman

Lay out the equipment and inspect
your plants, checking that they look
healthy and are free from any dead
leaves or pests and diseases.

Arrange vour plants in the order
vou'd like to plant them. Once you're
happy with the layout, you can begin.

The step-by-step instructions on
the opposite page illustrate the basic
steps in terrarium gardening, and can
be adapted to any of your projects.

Tiny gardens

Design your own
living sculptures
and miniature
green worlds to
enjoy year-round

MINISCAPES

e Uhem Cavl

This edited extract is from Miniscapes
by Clea Cregan (Hardie Grant Books,
$35), from Wheelers [wheelers.co.nz).
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e of butcher’s paper a bit
e container and
gravel or pebbles.

Cut a piec
’ smaller than th
position on the

B

' Add more soilin some areas

t
0 r.nal'(e 4 mound ang Create
Variations jn height

ablespoons of . i
harcoal, then add | -

Remove the plants from the pﬂts-u
6 Scrape excess soil from the rootballs

gprinkle inkt
horticultural : I
4 50-70mm layer of soil.

e - -7 ——

i Finish the Miniscape with feature
g rocks, decoratjye Stones

, pebb
trystals or figurines » pebbles,

put tall plants at the back and. smal;d
at the front. Wash down the sides a

water the plants with a spray bottle.

. fl‘:l.;[g.hules, Position the plants ang
LN with soil, firmine :
HPMIng it down ¢
Fémove any ajr pockets, “
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Air plants don’t require soil, as they
use their roots to anchor themselves

to rocks and branches.

Soak air plants in a bowl of water

for 30 minutes. Drain the plants
and shake off any excess water,
as they may rot if they hold extra
moisture for too long.

Pour grey stones into the
orb. Add glass pebbles around
the front, then arrange the
air plants. Add coral, shells,

a sea urchin and starfish.

Attach fishing wire or
string to the glass loop at the
top of the orb, then hang it.

Guidelines  §
o Give it a position in bright, : '1
indirect sunlight. Y
- Remove the plants and | A
soak in water oncea week L
for 30 minutes. Spritz with | il
water using a spray bottle g
in the warmer months. V.
= Curled leaves indicate | 28
that the plants are not
getting enough water.

Fa
=

i
e ¥, "—'t"'_;':‘— - T.__‘:" = ::g
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What you need

15cm glass tealight orb

Y« cup decorative grey stones
Y« cup glass bead pebbles

1 Tillandsia stricta

1 Tillandsia ionantha Rubra’
1 Tillandsia ionantha v MeXxico
1 Tillandsia ionantha ‘Peach’
Small handful of coral rubble
Handful of small shells

1 dried sea urchin

1 dried starfish
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Cacti and succulents come in different
shapes, colours and sizes. A tall vessel
protects fingers from spiky leaves.
Pour the black stones into the vase
and gently shake to create an even
layer. Sprinkle the charcoal evenly m—

e
T
e

over the top. Add three-quarters of the remaining soil to cover the roots.
the potting mix to the container. Place large rocks and river pebbles in What you need
Remove the plants from their pots between the plants. 35cm pear-shaped glass vase
and gently scrape away the soil, so Add a section of cream gravel, 3 cups small black stones
you are left with the rootballs. then an area of grey pebbles and 2 cup horticultural charcoal
Put small plants around the inside dark grey stones. Water the plants 4 cups succulent potting mix
edge and tall in the centre. Firm down  thoroughly using a spray bottle. 1 Gymnocalycium mihanovichii

friedrichii Moon Cactus’

1 Haworthia fasciata 'Zebra Plant’

1 Pilosocereus azureus
‘Columnar Cactus’

1 Aloe longistyla

3 Lobivia silvestrii Peanut Cactus’

2 Echeveria glauca

1 Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri
‘Easter Cactus’

5 large rocks

Handful of black river pebbles

. cup cream gravel

Vi cup light grey pebbles

o cup dark grey stones

-_,..-,it:w'- -

| Guidelines

I} ©0Giveitaspotwith bright
Indirect sunlight, |
9 Slowly pour 1 cup water

onto the soil once a month
'n Winter and every two
weeks in summer.

@ Wear garden gloves
when handling cacti.

o Let the soil dry out
between Waterings.
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TIN GAIN
PLANTER

Make a one-of-a-kind hanging
display using old food containers

—1—
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o make this rustic hanging
planter, all vou need is an o

old bicycle rim, with the
cement of o contatoes, AP IEpRgac
For a hanger, four lengths of 3mm metal surfaces
wire were wound around the bicycle Wl].]. we ather tvU
make the rustic
planter look aged

rim at equal intervals, then twisted
together at the top to form a loop.

As a decorative effect, the wire was
twisted at the rim to create a spiral.
P mal look.

infor
Position the cans at random angles for an

-

€) Paint the cans

Remove the labels, then wash and
dry the cans thoroughly. Position
them on stakes and apply spray paint,
using three or four similar colours.
When dry, lightly sand the cans to
expose the metal on the ridges.

- DRAINAGE
HOLE

#) Make drainage holes

Use a 4mm metal drill bit to make

a drainage hole in the base of each can.
Drill hanging holes in the side of the
cans by sliding them onto a 90 x 45mm
timber offcut and drilling two holes
20mm apart, 40mm below the lip.

3

€) Attach the cans

Thread a length of wire through the
two holes in the can, then wrap each
end of the wire around the bicycle
rim and twist the ends together to
secure. Position the cans on both the
inside and outside of the rim.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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Overhaul the workshop by adding
storage and resurfacing the floor

AND |

ften a dumping ground for
everything from sports gear and
broken appliances to car parts,

most garages have little room for tools.

This poorly organised workshop was
taken over by clutter and had become
unusable, with no space to work.

We cleared it out and revamped the
space with a fresh paint job on the walls
and a new-look floor, using a coating
system that took just a weekend.

The junk was thrown out and
purpose-built cabinets and lockers were
introduced, as well as a workbench and
wall-mounted tool storage.

O

A pegboard above
a workbench keeps
hand tools organised
and easy to access

» STUART SCOTT

Adding storage We added a range of storage

One of the main considerations systems from Ultimate Storage and

when redesigning a garage is Ryobi that keep the workshop organised
where to put everything. This is when and uncluttered, and provide security. {l T :'
storage systems become essential. A number of heavy-duty Zenith el

In an area of the home that’s often SureHooks, designed to hold anything

short on space, it pays off to think from rakes and brooms to bikes and
vertically by installing tall cabinets ladders, were also installed to turn b

and multi-tiered shelving units. the walls into extra storage zones. > ;
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former clutter
rms the space.

SAFETY TIP

Lockable cabinets and
drawers keep any
dangerous items out of
reach of children and
expensive tools safe
from thieves.
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Floor Coating Kit in Brilli
Brilliant
Blue, $295. haydn.co.nz

t-Oleum RockSolid Metallic
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Resurface the floor
To give the bare concrete in the garage
a new hard-wearing finish that would
take it from drab to fab, we used a floor
coating system called RockSolid.

It comes in a complete kit with
instructions, concrete etch, a roller and
stirrer, and the Polycuramine coating.

Easy to apply DIY, it's self-levelling,
VOC free, and comes in four metallic
shades. It makes resurfacing the floor
a weekend job, as vou can walk on the
coated concrete after just eight hours.
TIP Another option for resurfacing the
floor is to use White Knight Ultra Pave,
a paving and concrete paint that doesn't
require priming and dries quickly.

White +" « Knight

ULTRA

CAVE

fyw w -

White Knight
Ultra Pave, $1 B_E for 10L.
whiteknightpamtﬁ.cn.nz

-
-rSTIFF
_ BRUSH

DEGREASER

-l-"":'q'. ¥ I

- g ey

{) Clean the area

Wash the floor with a hose or pressure
washer. Using a degreaser, scrub the
floor surface and walls with a stiff
bristle brush. Rinse thoroughly once
the whole area has been scrubbed

and wait for it to dry before etching.

) Etch the concrete

Mix the etch in a watering can. Wet
the floor lightly and sprinkle the
surface with the etch. Scrub the floor
thoroughly with a stiff bristle brush,
repeating until finished, then rinse
the floor and allow it to dry fully.

r

ROLLER /

Yl

FLOOR
COATING

€) Paint the floor

Mix one pouch of the floor coating,
adding tint and anti-slip if desired.
Pour it in 100mm x 1.5m ribbons
and work it in 1.5sqm areas, rolling
out the paint in an M/W pattern.
Repeat until the floor is fully covered.



Paint the walls

In a windowless workshop, white walls
help reflect light into dark corners,
improving visibility for working on
DIY projects and other jobs.

This gloomy garage had both
painted and raw brick walls, so before
coating the concrete floor, we gave
them a new finish. We primed and
painted the walls white, using a semi
gloss as it is easy to wipe clean.

The new paint brightened up the
workshop and also helped prevent

any potential brick dust or flaking
paint from the walls falling onto the
new floor coating as it cured. »

O

Always paint
the walls before
replacing or
resurfacing a floor

AA CUT ABOVE

ASSEMBLE YOUR
IDEAL TOOL BLOX.




A simple solution for hanging
larger items such as outdoor
tools, Zenith SureHooks Garage
U Hooks, from about $11, can
easily be attached to the wall
DIY (itwproline.com.au).

The Ryobi ToolBlox, from
$99 for a one-drawer cabinet,
Is a flexible storage system
that can be customised by
adding extra drawers and
cabinets (ryobi.co.nz).

Safe, secure and spacious,
the Ultimate Storage Tall
Cabinet, $569, provides
plenty of room for locking
away your workshop gear
(ultimatestorage.com.au).

Available in a range of
sizes, from 20-160L, the Ezy
Storage Bunker Heavy Duty
Tub, from $14, offers a tidy
home for garden equipment
and tools (ezystorage.com)].

With castors for mobility
and a compact, space-saving
design, the Ultimate Storage
Five-drawer Under-bench

Tool Chest, $429, is the ideal
solution for a small garage. #
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SAFETY TIP

Make sure your new
garage door opener
complies with updated
safety regulations that
came into effect in
May this year.




| POWER UP

Add an automatic door opener to take
the grunt out of accessing the garage

FRANK GARDNER

ired of getting in and out
of the car just to open and
close the roller door on the
garage, especially on rainy days?
There is an inexpensive solution

if you are prepared to DIY install an

electronic roller door opener.
Chamberlain roller door openers
cost just a few hundred dollars from

the hardware store and can be installed
by one or two people in as little as two

hours using just a few standard tools
(chamberlaindiy.co.nz).

" ADDING A -
WEIGHT

If the garage roller door has a base
handle, remove it and attach the
weight bar using the handle holes.
Or, if there is no handle, centre
the weight bar to mark and drill two
9.5mm holes. Position the bar on
the roller door and secure with the
supplied bolts, washers and nuts.

Each door opener kit comes
with an instruction manual, which
should be read in detail and
thoroughly understood before
proceeding with the installation.

You'll also need to check the
measurements of the garage door,
as the maximum allowable height
is 4.5 metres, with a maximum
door area of 16 square metres.

The door must also be spring
balanced and the axle diameter
no more than 35mm.

DIY door basics

With models designed

for both sectional and
roller doors, it's easy to choose
a product that suits your door.

© AFFORDABLE OPENERS start
from just $377, they suit all major
door brands and come with full
installation instructions so are
easy for DIYers to set up.

© EXISTING DOORS don't need
to be replaced, as long as they
are in good working order.

© QUICK INSTALLATION allows
your garage door to be completely
automated in under two hours.
© SAFETY MECHANISMS include
an automatic reversal system
that stops and retracts the door
if it is obstructed while closing.
© MANUAL RELEASE means the
door can still be opened during

a power failure, allowing you to
enter and exit the garage. »
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4, INSTALL A ROLLING DOOR OPENER

€) Test the door

Check the door to ensure it is well
balanced, and not sticking or binding,
by disabling all locks. Lift the door

to halfway and move it up and down
a few times. The door should remain
spring balanced. If it doesn't hold or
binds anywhere, call a qualified door
technician to make adjustments.

ROLLER
DOOR

T —
CHAMBERLAIN.
HandyLift Deluxe

LIMIT
BEUTTON

€) Program the settings

Untie the door, then raise and lower
by hand to check the operation in
manual mode. Plug in the opener and
turn it on, then use the buttons

to program it for right- or left-hand
operation, open and close limits, and
force settings. Cycle the door up and
down so the force is set and learned.

JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman

) Fit the stop collar

Install the stop collar on the shaft of
the roller mechanism on the end
opposite to where the door opener
will be attached. Fit the stop collar
hard against the boss of the door
drum, tighten with a socket and check
that the U-bolt holding the door shaft
to the bracket is secure and tight.

=

~ OPENER
.~ CORD

) Test the safety reverse
Position a 40mm thick timber offcut
flat on the floor and lower

the door. If the door stops on the
offcut, reprogram the limit settings
and repeat the test. When the

door reverses off the timber offcut,
remove it and run the door opener
through a full cycle.

DOOR °
} OPENER

€) Install the opener

Take the rope through the release
handle and manual release cable. Open
the door fully and tie it up, supporting
the weight on a ladder. Remove the
U-bolt and wall bracket. Slide the
opener over the door shaft, engaging
the drive legs in the drum wheel, and
clamp. Refit the U-bolt and bracket.

What you need
To install a Chamberlain
electronic door opener all
you need are basic hand tools.
© Ladder
© Adjustable wrench
© Socket wrench with 8, 10 and
13mm extended sockets
© 300mm socket extension bar
© Phillips head screwdriver
© Tape measure
© Spirit level »
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'\\_ Sectional door If you don’t have an additional

Before automating a sectional garage access door to the garage, vou'll
door, it's important to do research to need a quick-release accessory to
Ay ensure the opener matches the door. allow manual entry in case of power
! ‘L"« _ A Chamberlain sectional door failures or breakdown.
1 ; b opener suits doors less than 16 square Before installation, lift the door
| 3 meftres in size with a curved track and halfway, then release it. It should stay
- AN maximum door height of 2.2 metres. in place if it's balanced and supported ==
The opener must be securely by its springs. Raise and lower the -
{ suspended, so check out the wall door to check for binding, and call
! 1 and roof above the garage door. a technician to adjust it if necessary. Chamberlain Bawerlst
_L__Li Sufficient structural supports You'll need a 240V powerpoint Sectional Garage Door
-*' . need to be in place and if you have located close by to plug in the opener. Opener, $377.
1 a ceiling, extra support brackets [f not, call an electrician to install a
/ .. ‘ and fastenings may be required. new one, don't run an extension cord.

Chamherlain 3-Channel
Mini Garage Door
Remote, about $70,

B Lift
perlain Handy
M Rolling Garage Door
$379.

O

. For easy garage
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to a roller door
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4. INSTALL SECTIONAL DOOR OPENER

HEADER
BRACKET

-

€) Install the header bracket

Close the door and mark the vertical
centreline of the door on the wall or
ceiling above it. Fully open the door
and draw an intersecting horizontal
line at least 50mm above the high
point of the door. Centre the header
bracket on the horizontal line and
secure with the supplied screws.

FRAME T

DOOR
BRACKET .

CURVED
ARM

¢) Attach the door arm

Secure the door bracket to the frame
of the door, then pull the manual
release cord to disengage the trolley.
Slide the trolley 300mm from the
header bracket, then install the
curved arm onto the door bracket
and connect with two bolts to the
straight arm at a 20° angle.

» /.-.

. HEADER"
\ BRACKET

) Assemble the rail

Separate the rail ends and add

the centre pieces, sliding the rail
connectors over the joins. Adjust the
nut on the pulley assembly to tension
the belt. Slide the rail bracket onto the
power head and secure with brackets.
Position the rail bracket against the
header bracket and pin together.

PROGRAM
__BUTTON

¢ Program the settings

Plug in the opener and turn it on.
Open the rear access panel to set the
travel limits of the door using the
program and arrow buttons. Run the
door through an up and down cycle
and use the buttons to set the force. If
the door won't open or shut properly,
check it isn't binding or sticking.

HANGING
BRACKETS

DODR
OPENER!

€) Secure the brackets

Prop the opener in position and open
the door, centre the rail over the door
and position a 50mm spacer in
between. Bend the hanging brackets
and secure to both the ceiling and rail
brackets. Add a centre rail bracket in
the mid position of the rail, securing
to the ceiling with hanging straps.

OFFCUT

(D Test the safety reverse
Position a 40mm thick timber
offcut flat on the floor and lower
the door. If the door stops on the
offcut, reprogram the settings and
repeat the test. When the door
reverses off it, remove the timber
offcut and run the door opener
through a full cycle. %
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CTAGONAL
DECK

A simple position-and-cut system
creates this freestanding design

PROJECT FRANK GARDNER

he octagonal shape of this Choosing the timber Preparing the site

striking timber deck brings Many builders prefer to use treated ‘ Although the deck is

a sense of contemporary pine for decks because it's light to work self-supporting, draw a

style to the backvard. It with and easy to cut, but recycled plan showing all dimensions and
took two people four days to build hardwood can sometimes be cheaper. the height above ground to check
the deck and it cost about $2500. When using recycled timber, check with the council for approval.

Concrete footings form the for straightness, remove old nails and Clear the site of debris and

foundation for square brick piers to chamfer splintered edges. Position any grass, levelling it roughly with
support a treated timber frame that bows in the beams and joists face up a slight slope for water runoff.
was clad with kwila deck boards. and check they're flat on top using To control weeds, cover the
TIP Cut the parts slightly longer than a spirit level, smoothing with a planer. ground with geotextile fabric or
the cutting list to allow for cutting weedmat and add a 50mm layer
mitres during assembly. The battens 0 of 10mm gravel for drainage.

are cut from 100 x S0mm kwila.

Treated pine used
for deck joists

should be at least . FIi]“\TISHq.INGE
H3 rated THE
TIMBER

To avoid splitting the timber, drill pilot TIMBER STAIN is oil-based with

holes for all the nails. Punch the heads pigment that changes the colour of the
below the surface, then lightly sand the decking but lasts about two years
timber and wipe clean to apply a finish. before a recoat is needed.

DECKING OIL maintains the natural ACRYLIC PAINT provides the best

tones and doesn't take long to apply but protection, lasting at least three years,
should be reapplied every 6-12 months. but it conceals the timber grain. »



Jiy TIP

If using screws to
secure decking boards,
predrill and countersink

In one easy step with

&N Quickbit,
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4, BUILD THE DECK

~ 4
. 4 .
4~ +BUILDER'S
= ChunRe.

€) set up profiles as guides
Mark a 4346mm square and set
profiles in the corners 600mm outside
the building line, using a water level
to keep them the height of the beams.
Use a builder’s square to set parallel
stringlines on the profiles, ensuring
they measure 6152mm diagonally.

%

¥V

CENTRE
BEAM

| &

Bvator
N . BEVEL
AT »

€) secure the beams

Check the framework is square by
measuring the diagonals then cut the
centre beam to fit between opposite
corners, bevelling the ends to fit

and positioning it on the centre pier.
Cut six beams to span from corners
to the centre, securing with nails.

JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman

&) Pour footing to build piers

Dig 400mm deep holes 300mm square

for the side footings and 400mm
square for the centre, mix and pour
concrete then leave it to dry. Lay
three rows of bricks 230mm square

for the side piers and 350mm for the
centre then position capping on top.

¢) Add the joists

On the sides of the beams, measure
equal points from their ends to
position the joists then mark and
cut angles on the ends that attach
to the beams. Secure the joists to
the sides using joist hangers and
nail into the beams.

ae
.

&) Position the sides

Cut the sides 1800mm long with

a 45° outward splay at the ends and
position on the piers, securing with
75 x 3.75mm galvanised bullethead
nails and nail plates.

TIP The ends alternate between
inside and outside adjacent sides.

D I

=
-

(7 Attach the battens

Cut 100 x 50mm timber in half
along the grain then position the
battens along the beams, marking
and cutting the angles, keeping the
top flush and securing with nails.
Plane the surface flat then coat all
timber for weatherproofing. »

\

. STRINGLINE ~
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Decks, Garden
Sheds, Portable
Buildings and more

Just place on level
ground and you are
goodtogo

No more digging
holes and pouring
concrete!

IDEAL FOR GARDEN SHEDS.
LOW PROFILE & RAISED DECKS

Available at

PU NI NII IN. Gi

bunnings.co.nz

5% = . =t
118 ol L | 111 -"'.-. i .".Il a k N

1| = = b} g I § N =
el GEEE 11 g i) ',_l..____ L |!_ ih Mty ed L)

20 times lighter than
concrete hlocks

Low profile design

Australian made
and 100% Recycled

Using the world's
most trusted floating
foundation system for
over 35 years

Email: enquiries@dim.co.nz
Web: www.dlm.co.nz/tuffblock




%, BUILD THE DECK

DECKING

¢ Set out the decking ) Cut the section to fit {) Complete the sections

To secure the first section, position Secure a guide fence to trim For the next section, cut decking with
the decking with Z0mm overhanging the decking along the centre of the 22.5° at one end to position against
the sides, temporarily securing to the beams, setting the blade to 20mm the first section. Trim the overhang
joists with nails. Set stringlines along deep and cutting to a triangular then repeat for the next, cutting the
the centre of the joists and battens as shape. Position stringlines along last section before securing.

a guide to drill two Zmm pilot holes the battens, drilling pilot holes and TIP To position decking with even

in the boards, securing with nails. securing with two nails into the ends. gaps, tap nails into beams as spacers.

Align decking
TOP e WA Some decking isn't quite
DECKING !
' straight and needs to be
forced into line to secure.
Hammer a chisel into the joist
and lever it back to push the
board into position, securing a
nail before releasing the chisel.
TIP Tap a nail into a small timber
offcut to use as a spacer. %@

() Finish the hub () Attach the side decking
When all the sections are complete, Cover the sides one section

measure and mark the centre hub in at a time, cutting three decking

the shape of an octagon, use a jigsaw boards with the ends at 22.5°.

to cut it then drill pilot holes to Position the first one under the
secure it with nails. overhang of the top decking, using
TIP Use a nail punch to tap all nail nails as spaces to position the others,
heads below the surface. securing with three pairs of nails.

76 JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman



4, OCTAGONAL DECK

measurements in mm

1273 . 1800 | 1273

JOISTS

PIER

FOOTING=—>> 400

BATTENS

.-_-Fll.".
R

CUTTINGLIST ___
PART SIRE— It

/

BEAM BATTENS Hardwood
\ Sides 1800x 150x50 8
FOOTING Centre beam 4800 x 150 x50 1
Beams 2400x150x50 6
Joists 1500 x 100x 50 16
Battens 2400 x 50 x 50 16
Decking 64 x19 320m
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Quick ii*easy
timber fix

Restore worn and weathered exterior

surfaces in'three simple steps
b |
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After

Th? hi_ar_u:h seat has become
an inviting place to relax,

¢) Clean the area

Thoroughly clean the area, brushing
away any dust or dirt from the surface
of the timber. If the timber is soiled
or mould is present, treat it with an
exterior surface cleaner and allow it
to dry thoroughly before sanding.

Before

1{ .
xterior timber can start to Bringing timber back to life is
look weathered after a few a simple three-step DIY job, requiring
seasons of being exposed to only basic equipment. Depending @ Sand the timber
harsh weather conditions. on the size of the surface, the only Use a belt sander to sand the timber.
This built-in bench seat, clad in power tool needed is a sander. If the surface is very badly weathered

or the old stain is difficult to remove,
start with coarse-grit sandpaper,
progress to medium-grit paper, then
finish with fine-grit paper.

treated-pine decking boards, was
looking worn out and unwelcoming.
To spruce it up and extend the life
of the timber, we gave it a clean, sand
and stain in just 30 minutes.

OIY TIP

Use water-based
oils to restore
weathered timber, as
they're easy to apply,

a, . API%%I]%/IS,S | ) gié’tizngﬂ;'ﬂ'ﬁ';ﬂfd
N X WIiJ " < 7

AQUADECK

| ———

PAINTER

€ Apply the stain

Wipe down the timber to remove
the sanding dust before applying
two coats of a suitable exterior finish.

-*" el ol g,

_‘; TIP We used a water-based oil in
,..'E_-___ a natural finish, but you can use
) tinted stains to get a different look.
Cabot’s Aquadeck Exterior 30 Seconds Outdoor Cleaner .
Decking Oil, $78 for 4L. Concentrate, about $14 o
cabots.co.nz 2L. 30seconds.co.n;
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PICTURE ITOP] ISTOCK

arge or small, permanent or

just seasonal, a greenhouse

can be the ideal solution

for cool-season gardening.

The way a greenhouse works is

simple, with the structure providing
protection from the cold and trapping
available natural sunlight and warmth
that’s often in short supply in winter.

Plants can thrive thr

Using a greenhouse also makes
it easier to control other aspects of
plant care, such as watering.

This means you can keep plants
that prefer warmer conditions alive
and healthy during the cooler months.
You can also make use of the protected
environment to get a head start by
growing from seed ahead of time.

3
A W

ough the winterina protect

ed environment.

Protect plants

In temperate regions,

we generally talk about
greenhouses or glasshouses, but
different types of structures can
be used, depending on the climate.
© GREENHOUSE This structure
is covered with high-strength
polycarbonate or glass and
protects and insulates plants
from temperature extremes,
while still allowing light through.
© HOTHOUSE In cooler regions
or some commercial situations,
greenhouses are often heated
and are referred to as hothouses.
© COLD FRAME This is a mini
greenhouse that is usually low to
the ground with a hinged top.

Traditionally, in cold climates,
the frame is attached to the rear
of a hothouse and left unheated.
Seedlings or cuttings can

then be raised in the hothouse
and, as the warm season
approaches, moved to the cold
frame for hardening off before
being planted in the garden. >
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Use hardwood cuttings

We generally think of growing from growth tips, or semi-hardwood shoots,

cuttings only during the warm months  which have started to become rigid but

when growth is vigorous but, using still retain a bit of flexibility.

a greenhouse, you can grow a range In winter, hardwood is the best

of plants from cuttings in winter. material to propagate. These are stems _
The type of material you need to that are thoroughly rigid. :

propagate from is all-important. The success rate with hardwood "'/ * |
In the warmer months, you'll strike  cuttings is usually much higher than

cuttings that are either soft-tip, which with other cutting types, although

are the new vigorous, non-flowering they take longer to establish.

SECATEURS
»

TN €) Take the cuttings
- LN "'i‘ " ‘9 Ta%:_f! C-ll..ti.Ziﬂ-g_S tl.]a_t are.rig.i*.:l, EibD_ut as
T 1.; thick as a pencil and at least 100mm
M? Ad 8 i long, but no longer than 200mm.
ﬁp Make clean cuts at a right-angle on
top and sloped on the base, so vou
don't get the top and base mixed up.

DEfﬁ{lm\
CUTTING

) Trim the cuttings

De-thorn the cuttings and trim them
as required, making a fresh-angled
cut at each base. Add propagating mix
to a pot, making 50mm holes in the
mix. Dip the cuttings in root hormone
gel, then insert in the holes.

0IY TIP

To see if rose stems are
suitably matured, break
a thorn off sideways. If
it is mainly brown, not | _ _ |
green, underneath the /g . b wilE: {¥
stem it is ready. | | CAN

€) Label the cuttings

Firm the propagating mix down
around the cuttings, top up if needed,
then water in. Add a label with the
name of the plant and the potting
date. Keep the pot in the greenhouse
out of direct sunlight.

JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman
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GROW TIP

Top choices for winter
hardwood cuttings are
roses, especially older
varieties, hydrangeas,
fruiting figs and grapes,
and wisteria.

Pick the right potting mix

Cuttings and seeds have very different
growth requirements to mature plants,
and to maximise success vou need to
use the right potting mix.

You need a mix with very good
drainage, yet adequate moisture, an

appropriate, gentle balance of nutrients,
and lots of small spaces between the
particles so new roots can take anchor.
Only a specialised propagating
mix or a seed and cutting potting mix
will provide these ideal conditions.

CUT CLEANLY When taking cuttings, you need to make very clean cuts. If your secateurs are blunt, they’ll crush the stem, making
it hard for the plant to grow roots. It's also more likely that rot or fungus will penetrate vour cuttings and cause them to fail.

~ SPINDLE
NUT

WRENCH

.

€) Dismantle the secateurs

Use a wrench to remove the spindle
nut and washers. Put them in a dish in
the order they came off so they aren't
muddled when reassembling. Remove
any screws or nuts that are securing
the blade to the handle or body.

SHARFPENIN Ei\ '
STONE

) Sharpen the blade

Wash and dry all the parts. Work the
blade over a sharpening stone, then
flip it, laying it flat on the stone and
rubbing it in a circular motion to
remove any burrs. Sharpen again if
the blade won't cut a piece of paper.

e I

SECATEURS

- i / LU Eimm-n

€) Clean the secateurs

Use steel wool to clean any surfaces
with excess dirt or rust. Wipe all parts
clean and reassemble the secateurs,
ensuring that you do not over-tighten
the spindle nut. Lightly spray with
lubricant, then wipe off any excess. »
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Raising seeds
[t's no secret why nurseries always
manage to have beautiful annual
seedling vegetable and flower plants
to sell at just the right time of year.
[t's because they use greenhouses.

If vou're a regular vegie or flower
gardener, a greenhouse can allow

you to have your own seedlings ready

to go when the weather is right.
This means vou can grow your
tomato seedlings in late winter ready

for the last cold night or frost to pass.

Growing from seeds much earlier
in the season like this will save you
money, as you won't have to worry
about buving punnets.

You can also grow seeds on
a smaller scale in windowsill trays.

|

GROWING

IDEAS 2
.

o ."-. it

An old egg carton makes

a great container for growing
seedlings. When they're
ready to plant out, cut up
the sections and plant the
carton, cardboard and all.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

Harden off seedlings before
planting them in an open bed
by placing them in a sunny
but protected position. Bring
them into the greenhouse if
a very cold night is expected.

For a mini greenhouse on

a budget, cut the base off an
empty, clear plastic bottle
and place it over cuttings
or seeds, making sure it is
kept out of direct sunlight. >
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HAVE A PAIR.

-

- LOVED BY Kiwis
Available in Mens, Womens/ Youth, ' ‘
Children and Junior sizes. =

Q) SKELLERUP |

www.redband.co.nz
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Making a
cold frame

This cold frame is made from plywood
and features an acrylic lid instead of
glass, making it lightweight enough
to move around as needed.

Built as a ply-clad frame with a lid,
it’s designed to sit on soil, concrete or
gravel. Position the cold frame in
dappled light or cover with shadecloth
in full sun. During heavy frosts, cover
the frame with hessian at night.

Keep the lid clean to let light
penetrate and open it whenever
possible to minimise fungal problems.
This cold frame has a notched post
that is used to hold the lid open.

During summer, protect seedlings
from drying out by raising the lid just
slightly or opening it only at night.

Fasteners

Secure the plywood panels

to the frame with exterior
adhesive and 25 x 2mm
galvanised nails at 100mm
centres. Make the frame using
50mm x 8g treated pine screws
and the lid with 40mm x 8g.

SIDE PANEL

€) Make the frame panels

Use a circular saw and straightedge to
cut the ply panels to size with the top
edge of the sides sloping from back to
front. Use adhesive and nails to secure
the panels to the studs and rails, with
the top edge of the side studs and ends
of the side top rails cut at 5°.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

DIY TIP

Buy acrylic from a
plastics supplier and
have it cut to size.

If seedlings grow
higher than the frame,
raise it up on bricks.

) Construct the frame

Drill four equally spaced 2Zmm
countersunk pilot holes, 2Z0mm in
from the edges, to secure the front
and back panels to the ends of the
side panels with screws. Measure
both diagonals to check the frame
is square, adjusting if necessary.

Add a notched pole to hold the lid of the col

d frame open for ventilation.

- L:_" ":r:.' ﬁ .

r
- 4
'l-' 4

&

€) Weatherproof the frame
Paint the inside of the frame

with exterior paint in white. Treat
the exterior with a timber stain and
clear sealer or paint it a colour.

TIP White paint on the interior
reflects light inside the cold frame,
helping plants to grow more quickly.



COLD FRAME

measurements in mm

LID
BACK RA

%

LID
SIDE RAIL

=
| i
1

= BASE SIDE
A\ N\ RAIL

500

o

SIDE

LID

3 FRONT RAIL
CENTRE

RAIL

&g‘x‘ ___._:l_'i_ 5

UPPER
SIDE RAIL

® CUTTING LIST

:,.,--..,\ 150 l
""'::,.r'"-/ : K N

lsizE |INO

Treated exterior ply

Front 1200 x 380 x 9 1
Back 1200 x 500 x 9 1
Sides 1144 x 000x 9 2
Treated pine

Back studs 416 x 42 % 19

Front studs

Front and back rails
Base side rails

Upper side rails

Lid front and back rails
Lid side rails

Lid centre rail

Lid cross rails
Notched pole

A
296 X 42 X 19 b
1200 X 42X 19 4
1144 X 42X19 2
1154 X 42X 19 2
1162 X42X19 2
1200 X 42X 19 2
1162X42X19 1
060X 42X19 4
1200 X 45 X 45 1

) Build the lid

Position the lid front and back rails
between the side rails, checking the
lid for square by measuring the
diagonals. Secure the butt joins using
adhesive and screws then reinforce
with angle brackets at each corner.
TIP Use brackets rated for exterior use.

¢ Reinforce the lid

Secure the centre rail to the front and
back rails flush with the top edge using
adhesive and screws. Secure four Cross
rails with screws through the lid sides
and skewed into the centre rail. Attach
the lid to the frame back with brass
hinges. Paint and stain the lid.

ACRYLIC

(D Glaze the lid

Run a bead of clear exterior silicone
around the lid frame and on the
centre rail. Position a 1200mm square
of clear acrvlic, sealing the edges with
heavy-duty waterproof tape. Cut four
45" notches into the lid pole at
150mm spacings from the top. @

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2014
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DESIGINER
HOUSE

NUMBER

Create a piece of landscape art
to give your home kerb appeal

WORDS AND PICTURES ADAM WOODHAMS

hey serve an important Cut a plyvwood mould, mix up

function, vet house numbers a batch of coloured concrete and pour
are often overlooked as it over letters or numerals. We used
a design feature. 200mm high characters, so if smaller
50 make yours stand out to make characters are used, bear in mind some
sure visitors and delivery people can raised sections may be too fragile.
find your place every time. You can easily adapt this technique Mixing concrete
We created a house number that to create other pieces of garden art. Just Dry-mix sand and cement
can’t be missed, and doubles as a piece  make sure you work on a surface that in a wheelbarrow in a 3:1
of modern landscape art, by using can support the load of the concrete. ratio, using a bucket to measure
a simple concrete casting technique. Or lay a tarp and work on the ground. it out. We used a 9L bucket.
Add the oxide and continue to
' dry-mix, ensuring the colour is

%
S

consistent. Add water, blending
Take this concept to the next level R4 oo
and include a house number block in Off- and real-white cement

allow you to create bolder colours

a new boundary or retaining wall withoutarey inderiones s

Er[_ —
a e
. Cemi:_t Drimijx Black
o Oxide inder.
Ofor Tkg. Ceémix.co.nz

-,

ADAM'S

s 0T e Y rL

_10 x 50mm Treated Pine

Zenith 8
Euunterﬁunk Head Screws;:‘ut
i ine.com.
$24 for 50. itwproli r
i L
. - emiX Genera
Sika SHPEFBHP 30-minute C x¢ o

Construction Adhesive, aboyt Purpo

0Kg.
$21for 3 : $8 for 2
88 JULY 2016 New Zealand Handyman 10mL. sika.co.nz



SAFETY TIP

Always wear safety
breathing and eye
protection when
handling and mixing
any cement-based
products.

Papie

rarm ply panel

Timber screws
High—strength adhesive
Washed river gand
White cement

uﬂ Black oxide
L)

2
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SPIRIT
LEVEL

€) Mark the plywood

On a flat surface, mark a 690 x 315mm
base, two 690 x 140mm sides and two
340 x 140mm ends on plywood. Mark
one edge of the ply as the top and, with
the base edge as the starting point,
draw a line for the characters using

a spirit level. The base of the mould will
create the face of the finished block.

ADHESIVE

PLYWOOD
MOULD

¢€) secure the characters

Apply a generous amount of adhesive
to the back of the characters and
position carefully, remembering they
must read backwards. Carefully wipe
off any excess adhesive and position
the mould in the sun to dry.

TIP Use a quick-drying adhesive suitable
for smooth and porous surfaces.

JULY 2014 New Zealand Handyman

@) Position the characters
Position the characters, remembering
they must read backwards, then mark
their locations on the plywood. They
should be S0mm in from the edges to
avoid cracking and about 30mm apart.
TIP We used 200mm tall papier-maché
characters, but to create letters DIY, cut
them from plywood with a jigsaw.

¥ OXIDE '\
FPOWDER

-
L

CONCRETE

@ Add the concrete

Mix the concrete, then tint using oxide
powder, ensuring the consistency is
just short of pourable. Add it to the
mould, pushing it around the characters
and into all four corners. Add the
remaining concrete, irming it down,
then trowel off the surface. Cover with
plastic and leave overnight to cure.

. ' CIRCULA

SAW ko

PLYWOOD

€) Make the box mould

Use a circular saw to cut along the
marked lines on the plywood for the
mould base, sides and ends, using

a guide to maintain a consistent cut.
Position the side panels flush with the
base, clamp and secure with screws.
Position the ends and secure to the
base and sides with screws.

(D Remove the mould

Once the concrete is cured, remove
the screws and side panels. Carefully
roll over so the mould base faces up.
Starting from one end, pull off the base
slowly and gently. Don't attempt to
lever the base off, even if it offers a lot
of resistance. Remove the characters
from the face of the concrete block. %
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MORE THAN CONCRETE
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RAINPROOF

BAGGED CONCRETE

OUR GREAT PRODUCTS NOW COME IN RAINPROOF BAGS!

[ EASY ruu E|

4 |I‘.E_'_.- I-_-'r. :..
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A New Zealand first, we are proud to bring you our concrete products in new innovative rainproof bags.
Our Multicrete General Purpose Concrete and Fastcrete Fast Setting Concrete are now in rainproof
bags which you can store outside making DIY construction that much easier!

For more information on our new bags and full range of products, visit www.cemix.co.nz.

Available at

PUNNINGS
“warehouse |

bunnings.co.nz WWW.CEMIX.CO.NZ | 0800 ASK CEMIX



Handyman
BUYER'S GUIDE

Take the DIY option for your home improvement projects by choosing
the best tools and equipment from our market round-up

LOVED BY KIWIS FOR GENERATIONS.

MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN = JUNIOR.

www.redband.co.nz

HEATSTRIP

o U T D O O R H E & T E R &

Handcrafted, high quality
sinks made from 1.2mm
stainless steel, finished
In brushed satin.

Heat your entertaining area tor 75% less than
bottled gas with 100% more style. 15mm radius bowls and
bevelled edges

for easy cleaning.

rgbet i  Therr e theroat-affactive elech ket heate
areqg, pergoia, paric ny. Lven your garage, shed or harafo-nea Reversible layout.
et 3all. 6 et , R e e Life time warrant on
o lo www.heatstrip.com.au stainless steel.

Available at

au NINGS J g _ 217 For more information contact Totara Marketing, sales@totaramarketing.co.nz
Wﬂﬂﬂ address: £/ rosalie ofreel, springvale Victoria, Australia 31+ ' '
arehouse: P 09 274 4393

bunnings.co.nz



For Classifieds bookings contact Kerry McKenzie at Hawkhurst Media 09 589 1054
or email kerry@hawkhurst.co.nz

| THE TOOLBOX_
THAT REALLY— *
| STACKS UP.

]

m_m nﬁ;_mﬁ or mﬁ Wﬁm%

f.y'uﬁ With Toeol Blox, the clever new storage system from Ryobi, you can assemble new unils a8 the heed arigses.
o s Thaunitslock together to create & moedular systam and you can avan add wheals to make Tool Blox mabila.

For more information visit: MQRE DU'R.E.BLE

dless drills
www.thinkinsulation.co.nz s Orito brushed motor cordless

ozito

) .y .ii"'. :":' '[ :rh M!QOOL Available at

ZUNNINGS

;:- f C:J WOOL bunnnings.co.nz
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-INISH WHH STYLE

The pertect Bathroom Accessories by

This simple yet stylish Bathroom Accessory range by Enzo Barelli
is perfect to finish off the decor in any modern bathroom.

All our accessories feature polished Chrome or Stainless Steel
finish with an easy mount system perfect for the DiY’er.

There is a style and accessory to compliment
every bathroom design.

relli

.

<

(ﬁ CIRTEX PDURNNINGS %. Vs Ae AL Adr ey
R & 9 T8 VY e o8 BUNNIN
— L) 117l ZUNNINGS

bunnings.co.nz

WWW.surepave.co.nz bun nings.cn.nz

See the full Enzo Barelli Bathroom Accessories range in-store at
Bunnings Warehouse or visit the Bunnings Warehouse wabsite

THE

TAPWARE ENGINE KEEPING DIY SIMPLE

FOR THE IMPORTANT
Designed for life long THINGS IN LIFE

functiondlity and optimum
performance, the Dorf
tapware engine has been
YEAR WARRANTY tested to a minimum of
N 50,000 cycles. Boasting o
25 year warranty, because
it's inside that counts’!

DORF.CO.NZ
WATERPROOFING & TILE ADHESIVES « BAGGED CONCRETE & MORTAR
* FLOORING & REPAIR MORTARS = ADMIXTURES & SEALERS

W www.cemix.co.nz P O800ASK CEMIX




D.LY. Workshops

Brush up your knowledge
and gain new D.LY. skills with
workshops in-store and online.

- BRIAN,
Our workshops are held every weekend on Saturday TEAM MEMBER

and Sunday from 11am - 1pm for Adults and Kid’s
sessions from 10am - 2pm. Covering a wide range
of topics, these workshops are heaps of fun, suitable
for all levels of experience and a great way to learn
new tips and tricks.

If you can’t make a session, don’t worry - we have
heaps of step-by-step guides and expert help
In-store, plus handy on-line videos 24/7.

Here are just some of the handy on-line videos available at bunnings.co.nz

The easiest way to transform your home and keep it looking Using a router for the first time can be a difficult task,
tidy with a fresh coat of paint. but we’'ll make it easy.

A simple project with the right tools and instructions. Protect your child from hazards at home.
Ensure your gutters are repaired before the cold season strikes. Make it easier to find what you need in your kitchen.

When it comes to designing your dream kitchen, we can help Gardening advice designed to

you every step of the way. help you save time, effort
and money.

This easy to follow guide will show you how to install a broom
cupboard in your kitchen or laundry area.

Check out this simple shelving project for the home office. Excludes trage

and mmqum"" stock liguidationg

Mercial quantitjas.

ZUNNINGS LOWEST PRI
\\'urehﬂuse BEGINNING . . .
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African violets

Give them t e;gigﬁt care and you'll find

these indoor fa'\fougites are easy to grow

ORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

mong the world’s most
popular flowering indoor
plants, African violets

(Saintpaulia ionantha) will flower for
months if given the right conditions,
adding brilliant colour indoors.

They belong to the Gesneriaceae
family and there are about 20 species
in the Saintpaulia genus.

While the original flowers were
purple-blue, there are now many
cultivars in a range of colours and v
bicolours. They can bear double flowers
and the petals have either smooth,
fringed, ruffled or frilled edges.

-
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EXPERT
SECRETS

An excess of leaves
often causes a failure
to flower, so remove
every third leaf and
a few small ones In
the crown of the plant.

v

EALAMY
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Help them thrive

Native to a tropical climate, African
violets grow best in temperatures
ranging from 15-24°C. Cold conditions
can stop growth, but it will increase
when the weather warms up.

© POSITION Give them a well-lit spot
that doesn't get direct sun, or just

a little early morning sun. Turn the
pots regularly to ensure even growth.
© SOIL Use a potting mix specially
formulated for African violets and
plant in small pots, as they prefer to
be slightly root-bound.

O

NIIVO

© WATER When the top of the soil feels
dry, water with lukewarm water. The
best way is to add water to the saucer
and let the plant soak up the moisture.
Remove the saucer after about
30 minutes, when enough water has
been absorbed. Don't stand the plant
in water for too long. In cool weather,
allow the potting mix to just about
dry out before watering.
© FEED Give them specially formulated
African violet food every four weeks,
except during the winter. »

Make sure African violets get lots
of light or they won't produce flowers
and the foliage will turn yellow

GROW TIP

Correct watering is the

key to success. Water
spilt on the leaves

will turn them blotchy

while overwatering

\. will cause crown rot.

Handymanmaga
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African violets grow easily from
leaf cuttings and it is an inexpensive
way to increase your collection.
There are two methods of
propagating these plants, either ! Cut the leaves
in potting mix or water. Select 1-3 healthy mature leaves
Take cuttings from a plant you from the centre of the plant and cut
already have or share leaves from off with a 25mm long stem using
different cultivars with vour friends. secateurs. Trim the bases with
o an angled cut. Fill a small pot with

seed raising and cutting mix.
Transplant new
plantlets into
their own pots
when 25mm high

I Take a cutting
Choose a healthy mature leaf
from the centre of the plant
with a 50mm long stem. Make
an angled cut at the base of the
stem. Select a container that will
support the leaf above the rim.

CONTAINER

POTTING
MIX

2 Add the leaf

Fill the container with water to
cover the base of the stem and
add the leaf. Wrap the container
in foil to help root development
and prevent algae growth. Transfer
to a small pot when roots form.

2 Plant the leaves

Make a hole in the mix with a pencil
and insert the stems so the leaves
are above the mix, ensuring they
don’t touch. Water lightly using

a mist spray and position the pot
in @ well-lit but shaded spot.

4

| CHERYEMADDOC

ALAMY [STEPS

\

CTH

A B
4
4L-10 weeks.

New plantlets will form around the base of the leaf In
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Windowsill L
wohders

African violets like humidity, which is
why they can be grown successfully
on bathroom or kitchen windowsills.
Standing the pot on a saucer filled
with damp pebbles will increase the
humidity, as will growing a group of
African violets in the one spot.

......

f

CHERYLS

. Did you know?

I In 1892, the District Commissioner
: of Tanganyika, now Tanzania, Baron
I Walter von Saint Paul-Illaire, who
. had an interest in botany, sent

I seedsof aplant he'd discovered to

: his father in Germany for study.

l He handed them to the Royal
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

|

l

African
Gardens of Herrenhausen, Hanover. Violet Mix
The flowers from these seeds :

acquired the genus name Saintpaulia .
after the Saint Paul-Illaire family, “w Y, N Yates Brigitta African
and received the species name, - o Violet Food, $11 for

ionantha, because of their similarity DT 00 200mL. yates.co-n
to the garden violet. %
____________________________ : e Da“DHSAfncan Violet

Mix, about $6 for 51_,
daltons.co.nz
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lant fruit trees fopfabulot
«<iMspring and fresh

AND ADAM WUUDHAMS‘

ne of the great delights of
summer has to be the succulent
stone fruits, such as peaches,

plums, nectarines, apricots and all
the amazing hybrids in between.

Many of these, and others such as
apples and even nut trees, are actually
pretty easy to grow at home in the
garden, in courtyards or in pots.

They also come with a beautiful
spring surprise, as they put on an
incredible flower display, adding real
wow factor to yvour backyard.

flower
ruit in summe é

.
)
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BREEDING
MATTERS

Miniature

The dwarf ‘Pixzee’ Peach bears
masses of full-sized fruit but only
grows to 1.5 x 1.5m. It fruits well
in cool to warm temperate regions
and is even suitable for large pots.

Plants with
behefits

Flowering fruit trees are an excellent
landscape choice and, as a bonus, have
many sustainable advantages as well.

Being deciduous, they provide leafy
summer shade while letting the sun
and warmth stream through in winter.

Many are the perfect size for today’s
smaller gardens, most are tolerant of
a wide range of conditions and they're
also very hardy once established.

As they lose their leaves in one big
autumn drop, they're quite tidy for the
rest of the vear. The fallen leaves make
a great addition to your compost heap.

Their beautiful spring-flowering
display is followed by delectable fruit
in summer and throughout autumn.

O

Lots of fruit trees
benefit from an annual
prune, so check the
label for details

Most fruit trees used to be literally as tall as a house but, today, grafting and
hybridising has given us designer trees to suit any situation. The size description
only relates to the tree, not the fruit, so a dwarf or miniature tree will still bear
full-sized fruit. Here's a selection from Waimea Nurseries [waimeanurseries.co.nz).

Columnar

Fruit trees with a columnar form,
such as Ballerina Apples, are ideal
for narrow beds or where space

is at a premium. They only reach
a little over 3m tall and 60cm wide.

Low maintenance

The Initial apple tree reaches

a tidy size of 4 x 4m and has been
bred to resist apple scab, making
it easy to care for and an ideal
choice for the home gardener. >
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Pollination

Many fruit trees do best growing in
the company of other suitable fruiting
trees, as it increases their pollination
and, in turn, the fruiting rate.

Check the labels before buying, as
some are self-fertile but others perform
best with specific varieties nearby.

This doesn’t mean vou need a huge
garden, as vou can buy double-grafted
plants with two or more varieties
combined to maximise pollination.

You can also use duo or trio
planting techniques and put multiple
trees in one planting hole.

.7 MULTIPLE PLANTING

VARIETY 2

VARIETY 1

< PRUNED
BRANCH

o

The Granny Smith is
a great pollinator for
other apple varieties

PRUNED__5,

BERANCH

B f

es to bloom in spring.

| GRAFTS

ittre
Apples are usually the \ast of the fruit

|
1
e | |
k
|

. —— — . -
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Grow a duo or trio
Is your garden small, but you fancy
a couple of different trees? Does
your preferred tree need a partner
to assist with pollination, but you
don't want to lose too much yard?
There is an amazingly simple
solution, called multi-planting.
Following the regular steps
for planting, dig a slightly larger

hole and place 2-3 compatible
varieties back-to-back, leaning
a little outwards, then prune
any inward-pointing branches.

This technique is suitable for
apples, cherries, almonds, apricots,

nectarines, peaches, pears and
plums. The smartideais to combine
varieties that will cross-pollinate

to improve your harvest.

SHT| FLEMING'S NURSERIES

R
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Tips for fruiting success
1 ENSURE soil is broken up
well when digging a planting
hole to allow the roots to establish
and grow quickly in the spring.

2 PRUNE the tree. Don’'t worry
about being too hard on it, as not
pruning it will be more detrimental.

| Chilling out

For trees to flower well and set fruit
afterwards, a certain level of chill
hours, or chill units, are needed.
These units are a rather complex
calculation of the number of hours
below 7-10°C and over 14°C necessary
while the plant is in its dormant stage.
Don't get too concerned about chill
units, but ensure that any varieties vou
plant are matched to the typical chill
hours for your area. There are varieties
that are classed as low chill, so ask
vour local nursery expert for advice.

A

ot/

4/

3 WATER the tree consistently
through spring to get it going and
help it establish. A large bucketful
a week should do it.

Continue to water as the
weather hots up in summer, again
with a bucketful a week, then let
nature take care of the rest.

Post a pic to Instagram and tag [dHandymanMagazine

%, 4

Y

i
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© Share photos of your fruit tree

Did you know?

The Prunus group is considered
to produce the most spectacular
of the spring blossoms. Ideal for
small to medium gardens, this
genus includes peaches, plums
apricots, cherries and almunds.,a
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T here are plenty of reasons to
grow liliums. They look and
smell sensational, they're suited
to informal and formal gardens, they
make exquisite long-lasting cut flowers,
and you can plant them in containers.
They're available in a wide range
_ ‘* of colours, including

..f i red, white, pink, yellow
] : and orange. They

PICTURES ALAMY, GETTY IMAGES, ISTOCK

also come in a mixture of two or
three colours and some feature spots.

Liliums are very easily cultivated
and, once planted, they will flower
repeatedly for years.

Considered to be one of the oldest
domesticated plants, there are about
80 recorded species in the genus,
which are mostly native to North
America, Asia and Furope.

TIDY TIP

Watch out for
the pollen on the
stamens, which the
plants freely release,
as it can stain clothing
and furniture.

How to plant the bulbs

)
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The bulbs are available in winter and A spot with morning sun is ideal,
shouldn’t be allowed to dry out. If especially in hot climates, and they
you can’t plant them at once, store can be grown in full sun in cool
them in the crisper in your fridge. climates. Plant lilium bulbs in a rich
The lilium bulb is made up of and moist but free-draining soil.
.~ fleshy overlapping scales, which are @ DIG a planting hole twice the
Il actually specialised leaves. Unlike length of the bulb. Add a mixture of
daffodil bulbs, they don’t have well-rotted compost and a nine-month
a protective fibrous outer coat. controlled-release fertiliser to the hole.
One adage for growing liliums © COVER with a 20-30mm
- recommends keeping their heads laver of topsoil, then /
a in the sun and feet in the shade. position the bulb. > ’
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~ GROW TIP &
N Avoid the Formosa lily
> (Lilium formosanum),

which is found mainly
in the North Island, as
it has been listed as
an invasive weed.

Lnokin?
after liliums

Once planted, liliums are best left
undisturbed for many years. If you
need to lift the bulbs because the
clump is overcrowded, dig them up
in late autumn or early winter when
dormant and replant immediately.
© FEED Established clumps need

feeding twice a vear in winter and .
again after they've flowered. y ) P].Gk t!h

e blooms a8 the,, oW
© WATER The soil must be kept moist. 4 b -

©@ MULCH Keep liliums continually ~ S &Pe Openlng’ o . . '
mulched, espev;iall}r during summer ' — Gllt.t.ll’lg ha.lfwa.y dOWH . ‘l ' :
to keep the b1_111b.5_a::£1{:11. p _ | | = the Stem SO the bulbs n_

© MAINTAIN Cut off the stems in late
autumn when the foliage turns brown
to produce new foliage in spring. Watch

for snails and slugs on new growth.
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"...to gild refined gold,
to paint the lily...

The first known use of
‘gild the lily’ dates back to 1928.

I .
B %s YD 9 A , Did you know?
3.3 e _‘. . ‘ - M \ : We've all heard of the saying,
_""\ o N ';l . ‘gild the lily’, and it's really
- ‘ : no surprise it implies that
5 5 'l . L ; any attempt toimprove
1 ' j T4 l A | upon perfection is foolish.
‘NS h ‘ t s Itis generally believed
<A \ ‘--_L ~ :‘ ' - I this saying was a quote
S AN LAY . from the Shakespeare
ey Pt ‘ : ' | play, King John. But the
.' PR A —~— ‘f i 3 | “‘ : true quote is actually
1 _— y I
[
I
|
|
. » !
ba hé 2 . Most likely a misquotation
: hunded meetings By | from the play, it stuck and
) ™ :'" - y isstillused today. »

| i ‘; i | = ‘ #
" :?‘

In the kitchen

i The orange tiger lily can
be eaten, and the buds and
bulbs are often found in stir-fries
in China. The bulb tastes similar to
a potato and can also be added

to soups and casseroles.

TIP All other liliums are poisonous
to people and animals.

ES ALAMY, ISTOCK
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GARDEN

WHAT TO
GROW

Oriental lilies

Popular cut flowers, these lilies
can have wavy petals or double
flowers. All sweetly perfumed,
they come in a wide range of
colours and grow up to 1.1m high.

LA Hybrids

Breeding has crossed Asiatic
hybrids with L. longiflorum. Called
LA Hybrids, they feature vigorous,

fragrant flowers in various colours
and reach a height of 500-800mm.

Tiger lily

This lily bears spotted orange
blooms, and cultivars come in
shades of pink or yellow. Tiger
lilies [Lilium lancifolium] grow to
1m or more and like cool climates.

Christmas lily

Also known as a November lily,
Lilium longiflorum produces up
to 10 waxy, sweetly scented white
flowers on each stem. |t tolerates
some lime and grows up to 800mm.

Asiatic lilies

Available in a range of colours,
Asiatic lilies are very hardy
plants and will multiply quickly
in the garden. They grow to

a height of 500-800mm.

The Madonna lily

The flowers of the Madonna lily
(Lilium candidum) are pure white
with golden anthers. Unlike other
lilies, it likes slightly alkaline soil.
It grows to about 1.5m high. %@

IURES AEHH' {TOFP LEFT| CHERYL MADDOCKS
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ou don't have to wait until
winter is over to see your
spring bulbs begin to flower.
Using a process known as forcing, you
can grow plants indoors, out of season.
Most often used to grow fragrant —
hvacinths, the technique is just as | ‘ . GHOW TIP
effective with almost any other bulb.
We used a clear cylinder vase and Glass marbles make an
large glass marbles to force paperwhite ideal growing medium
bulbs, but you can use just about any for forced bulbs, and
type of container or growing medium. o come in various colours.

Here's how to create a gorgeous - Pre-soak, drain, then
indoor showcase of blooms. \ add the bulbs.

b ey
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Easy bulb care
As foliage starts to appear,

add a small amount of
controlled-release fertiliser and
position the container in filtered
light, but not direct sunlight.
As the bulbs grow, prune off
o any dead leaves and flowers. Once
' flowering has finished, plant the
/ & bulbs outdoors in a bed or pot.

VEGETABLE
CRISPER

@) cChill the bulbs

Put the bulbs in a paper bag, marking
their name on the outside. Put them

in the vegetable crisper in the fridge
and leave for 3-10 weeks.

TIP The later in the season you bought
the bulbs, the Lless chill time they'll need.

CONTAINER
WATER e GROWING

& Add a growing medium
Fill the base of the container with

the growing medium, such as glass
marbles, gravel or pebbles, to about

a quarter or a third of the depth of the
container. Fill the container with water
to just below the top of the marbles.

FORCING
3 FLOWERS

\‘\_/

\

),f

BOTTOM] ADAM WDODHAMS

The process of forcing involves b e - ]

pushing the bulb to throw out - . €) Position the bulbs

its foliage and burst into bloom Remove the bulbs from the fridge and

without planting it in soil. stand them root-down on the growing
Quality bulbs should store medium, pushing them in until the base

enough energy to produce next fuality hulhs of each bulb contacts the water. Position

------

-
]
- -
=
-
-
- W
- -

season’s flowers, regardless of Lﬂak‘Bmﬂf container the container in a cool indoor spot,

S
how or where they are grown. Marbles, gravel or pehble I ensuring the water is kept topped up.

PICTURES IMAIN| ISTOCK [STEPS,

[ontrolled-release fertiliser
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JUST $15

FOR 5 ISSUES

H URRY’ OFFER ENDS 27 JULY

DIY made easy

Handyman §;

VISITHANDYMANMAGAZINE.CO.NZ/S5ISSUES
OR CALL 0800400 060* MON-FRI 8.30AM . S ;
TO 5.30PM AND QUOTE ‘5 ISSUES’ *local eall costs from landlines only




CELLEYS®

IF IT’S SELLEYS IT WORKS®
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