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KITCHEN —

designed
and created
by you...

Gone are the days where a new kitchen
needs to cost a fortune. At kaboodle, we
think a beautiful kitchen should be within
everyone’s reach which is why we offer

a range of affordable and stylish DIY
solutions to give your kitchen the makeover
It deserves.

Visit a kaboodle kitchen display at Bunnings
Warehouse to see what's possible or jump
online to design your kitchen in 3D.
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LITHIUN

RYOBI has released the next generation of Lithium, providing all your ONE+ tools with better
performance and long lasting power to tackle any DIY project. Our intelligent battery technology,
IntelliCell™ offers full individual cell monitoring to maximise run times, storage life and safety,
while providing even more power. All Lithium+ batteries are compatible with all 18V ONE+ tools
and Dual-Chemistry chargers, whether you bought it yesterday or 10 years ago.

WITH OVER 30 ONE+ TOOLS, ONE BATTERY PLATFORM POWERS THEM ALL

Only available ot

ZUNNINGS

www.ryobi.co.nz warehouse




®THIS MONTH

s all real estate people say,

the kitchen and the bathroom

are the rooms that really sell
a house, so it's no wonder we spend
so much time planning a dream
kitchen when renovating.

My kitchen is spacious and nice
to work in, but whoever designed the
cupboards got it very wrong because
yvou need to be a contortionist to
access the deeper recesses!

The kitchen is the hub of the
home, so it's important to get it right.
And Handyman is here to help with
a guide to avoiding the 10 biggest
design blunders, from page 14.

WHAT CAN YOU DIY?

Just like renovating a bathroom,
there are many jobs you can do in

A touch of the exotic

Tropical plants make us think
of relaxing holidays on an exotic
island. So why not get the look at

home? Most parts of New Zealand
are too chilly in winter for tropical
plants to survive but we've put
together a guide for raising them
in a cold climate, on page 104.

the kitchen to save money, but for
plumbing and electrical work, you
still need to call in a professional.

Assembling the new kitchen
cupboards can be done DIY, so check
out our inspiring kit kitchens, starting
on page 20. They're surprisingly
affordable and have a fantastic finish.

We have also put together a simple
step-by-step guide to renewing every
surface in the kitchen for a total
budget revamp, from page 29.

SURFACE RENEWALS

Old weatherboards or fibre cement
sheeting can make a house look dated
and need a lot of upkeep. But it is
a very easy job for ‘out with the old,
in with the new’ to get a totally fresh
look, and it can be done in a weekend.
We give you easy-to-follow
instructions on how to install instant
surface treatments, from page 80.
I hope we inspire you to do lots
of DIY this month.

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

More inspiration

Looking for inspiration for your
kitchen revamp? Pinterest lets you
create and organise boards of your
favourite pictures. It's a great way
to find and share ideas for your
next reno. Check out projects

from Handyman at pinterest.com/
diyvhandyman or scan the code
below with your phone.

Express your Creativity with a tiled
splashback you can install DIY.

Customise or build furniture for
kitchen storage and display.

Pinterest
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR BEST SELLING
Q10 LAVENDER REVITALISING HAND & NAIL CREAM
AND OTHER Q10 SKINCARE PRODUCTS, VISIT

readersdigestdirect.co.nz/Q10
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HANDY

Trying to fit everything into your day can be tough,
so free up some time with these speedy solutions

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

. Spray and wait

Restore domestic bliss and blitz mould
anywhere in the house while barely
lifting a finger with 30 Seconds Indoor
Mould Remover, $10 for a litre. Just
spray and watch the mould dissolve
away in the time it takes to make
a cup of tea, then rinse clean for a
lemony fresh finish.

30seconds.net.nz
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Shine in no time
Bl'eathe easy s If you regularly deal with
Panicking because your a Masterchef-sized Kkitchen
guests are due and the - mess, at least keep your
house is on the nose? hotplates in shape with

No Vac Professional Foam ' Hillmark ShineOn, about
Carpet Sanitiser, $14 for pl $7. Its specially formulated
500ml, will save your skin | natural mineral graphite

by killing off odour-causing W= = cleans hotplates and creates
bacteriain fabric or carpet. & a barrier to protect them
eproducts.co.nz from rust, spills and spatters.

hillmark.com.au
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“HANDY STUFF

It’s hammer time
The Hart 210z Framing Hammer, $50,
is definitely not your average claw
hammer. For a start it has a side nail
pull that lets you snug in close to nails
and lever them out with as much as
40% more force than normal claws.
Then it has a magnetic nail set that
holds a nail on the hammer head
ready to be tapped in place, saving
vou from bashing your fingers. The
large, smooth face is offset by 9° for

a more natural angle for hitting nails.

nothinghitsharder.com.au

We have lift off

Are the windows, bathroom tiles

or kitchen sink unsightly with

excess silicone? Clean them up

without damaging the surfaces | !

with Selleys Silicone Remover, ‘ 0

$34 for 375g. Apply it to old or p Pﬂ I'ta hle pﬂwer
unwanted silicone, Need access to multiple power

wait between & points but there’s only one

two to four hours . . wall outlet nearby? The Arlec

then clean it off. SWltCh 1t up Portable Power Block, $90, has

The gel formula Rapid repairs are easy with the Dremel four outlets, each with its own

TEEEL T T - T i

« FOSON b =4
s =
SILICONE REMOVER == makes it ideal for Corded Rotary Tool 26 Piece Accessory on/off switch. It has an RCD
" work on vertical Kit, $119, which can be used with all safety switch to protect against
surfaces and it Dremel rotary accessories. Swapping electric shock and complies with
leaves no residue. attachments is super fast, so you can go New Zealand Safety Standards.

selleys.co.nz from engraving to buffing in seconds.

PICTURE [LEFT] TOP THINKSTOCK |RIGHT TOP] GETTY IMAGES

dremel.com
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Time and time again

Different areas of the garden need

different watering times and you want

to do the job in one easy operation.
The Pope Duo Two Hour Tap Timer,
$52, allows two areas to be watered

simultaneously at different times. Just

click it onto the garden tap, connect
the hose or sprinkler, set it to water
for up to two hours, then walk away.
When the set period is up, the timer
shuts off the flow. Simple.

popewatering.co.nz

Easy target

Weeds will have no reprieve
when you mix in Kiwicare
Dye & Stick, $12 for 250ml,
with your herbicide, insecticide
or fungicide sprays. Its red
hue highlights the areas you've
sprayed, so you never miss a
trick. It also has
a formulation
that makes the
o spray mixture
gifrden stick better to
target plants,

@ ! improving its

/ performance.

dye. &
stick
e kiwicare.co.nz
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. . Work Platform

Room to move
Sick of constantly shifting the ladder and
hanging off the side at different heights?
Save vourself the hospital time with
the Rhino Adjustable Height Work
Platform, $139, which can give

you 600 to 900mm more reach.
Just like a section of scaffolding,
the platform is a generous

390 x 1150mm and features
extension brackets that let yvou

join multiple platforms together.

bunnings.co.nz

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013 1
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Imagine cooking up Some Warming soups i your
stunning new kitchen or'seeing a stylish new fence in = =
your garden. Winter's not a time to hibernate it’s a time

to get into some serious D.1.Y. and make it happen.

BRING OUT THE DOMESTIC |l
7 PROGRAM DISHWASHER
Big enough for large families or dinner parties.
The.contemporary range 12 place settings and 7 programmes clean everything
Df kl’[ChEI’I appllanCES frDITI from delicate glassware to heavy pots and pans.
. : ; | It has low noise levels, low energy and water usage
BE"'”' fEEltU [€ EVBMI:III‘IQ YOU d ratings with 3 option delay start. $549.
expect from more high end \b:
manufacturers without the price |
tag. All the latest technolggy, G0CM BUILT IN FAN
and looks to make your kitchen FORCED ELECTRIC OVEN
. { Functions, generous 56L capacity, 5 tray
the envy of your friends. positions and double glazed black glass

door. This is a baker's delight! $449.

60CM INDUCTION SLIDE

TOUCH COOKTOP

With 4 cooking zones, a total 7000W of power,
slide touch control mode, 9 stage power
settings, automatic pan recognition, 99 minute
timer, safety cut off and many other features,
this hob is truly state of the art. $799 .

60CM CANOPY RANGEHOOD 60CM 4 BURNER
With black fascia control panel, a choice of 3 GAS GLASS COOKTOP
fan speeds, 750m 3/h air flow extraction and LPG or natural gas with electronic ignition,
aluminium filters (or optional carbon filters), your cast iron trivets for durability and front
kitchen will be looking good and free of cooking controls and flame failure safety device on I'l-lll o & &

odours before you know it. $349. each burner for safety. $399.



CLEANING POWER WITH KINDNESS

There's a Kiwicare product to suit all your tough cleaning jobs around your
outdoor areas, boats, car and caravans. Safe to use and kinder on the
environment there's a formulation to suit all sorts of stains, grime and dirt.
Kiwicare Dirt & Grime’s advanced cleaning formulation is powerful
enough fo remove most dirt, grime and salt water from most surfaces
including fishing gear, outdoor furniture and kids play equipment. $39.98
Kiwicare Moss & Mould eliminates and protects surfaces from
damaging algae, moss, mould and lichen and is ideal for cleaning

hot tubs and spas. $39.98

Kiwicare Tough Stains removes stains in seconds and is bio-degradeable. $11.98.

A TOUGH LITTLE SUCKER!

The Ryobi 30L Workshop Vacuum is designed to make light work of your
workshop and garage clean-ups. With a grunty 1400W of power and
either durable plastic or stainless steel construction it vacuums liquids,
collects dust and debris and handles a wider range of clean-ups than
regular vacuum cleaners. The washable cartridge and foam filter keeps

it smelling fresh and clean on the inside. Plastic VC30ARG $179 and
Stainless Steel VC30HDA $249.
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AN EASY ECO-FRIENDLY e
SOLUTION FOR GETTING K=
RID OF WASTE PAINT

No more going to the tip to get rid

of your waste paint. Simply mix a
sachet of Dulux Waste Paint Hardener
into your can of water based paint

or timber stain and stir until it
solidifies. Remove from the can,
wrap in newspaper and pop into your
normal garbage bin. One 25¢ sachet
solidifies 500ml of paint. $3.98.
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AFFORDABLE, CONTEMPORARY FENCING

Powder Coated Aluminium Easy Screens from Protector are rust proof,
light and strong and easy to install. Suitable for multiple uses around your
home, you simply cut to size and assemble on site. Available in black,
silver and woodtech. From $338 per panel.

WHAT THE
PROFESSIONALS USE
Made from chrome vanadium stesl
with a mirror polish finish, the
Kincrome 144 Piece Socket and
Spanner Set is built for reliablity
and performance. It comes complete
with 1/2" ratchet and a wide range
of sockets and spanners to suit
most applications. $189.

PUNNINGS

Not all products featured are available in all stores, but may be ordered. Shelf prices may be lower than advertised
to ensure lowest prices every day. We reserve the right to resfrict the purchase of commercial quantities. All prices
quoted are inclusive of GST. Prices valid until Sunday 26th July 2013, or while stocks last,
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DESIGN
SLUNDERS

Avoid a kitchen reno do-over with
this foolproof list of what not to do

WORDS SITA SIMONS

o matter how much you have
to spend on the kitchen reno,
get the planning and design

wrong and vou'll be unhappy with the
end result and out of pocket.

The most frustrating mistakes or
miscalculations may not even be
apparent at first. But over time the

The sink, the fridge and the cooktop
constitute the core area, called the
working triangle. Design the space
so traffic doesn’t flow through this
area and consider the ergonomics.
Movement between the three
elements should be comfortable and
smooth, so keep it unobstructed.

colliding doors, lack of bench space or
uncomfortable stretch from the sink
to the cooktop will have you wishing
vou could rip it all out and start again.
It can be hard to visualise an end
result but good planning and avoiding
these key mistakes will keep you on
track when upgrading your Kitchen.

The kitchen has to house a lot
of items, from food to dining ware
and all manner of often oddly shaped,
space-hogging gadgets and gear.

While it's tempting to trade vour
dollar for biggest visual impact, such
as flooring or tiles, the best bang for
vour buck is to spend on storage.

Take an inventory of all your
Kitchen items and organise according
to need and the best access points.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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Your kitchen needs to suit your lifestyle,
so an integrated cooktop in a island
bench is great for busy households.

Sketch the position of opened
appliance and cabinet doors and
drawers onto the floorplan. This
will allow vou to discover if doors
bang into things or block access
points before it's too late.

Include knobs and handles in your
calculations and pay attention to
drawers and doors that are close to
inside corners or opposite each other.

There are the basic prep areas that
everyone needs but let your cooking
habits dictate your benchtops.

Additions like a marble slab for
baking or an integrated cutting
surface will reward vou every time.

Space by the cooktop for utensils
and ingredients, and a spot to dump
shopping bags near the fridge make
every centimetre work to best effect.

With most modern kitchens being
open plan, the need to vent out smells
and food particles is greater than ever.

A cheap rangehood or ventilation
system simply recirculates odours and
dirty air, trapping only the largest
food particles in basic carbon filters.

Improve air quality, eliminate
lingering food smells and extend the
life of your appliances with a good
quality unit that vents to outside.

The days of one bin for everything
are long gone and if it's a trek to
the kerb, integrate the recycling
and composting in the kitchen
where it's handy and hidden.

Bins take up more space
than in times past, so just the
one spot is not enough. Plan
a position close to the back door
in a concealed cupboard.

PICTURES GETTY IMAGES



The freedom
to create a kitchen
wherever you want.

Tired of being told you can't have a kitchen where you want it?
The answer is Saniflo.

Saniflo’s Sanivite® can move kitchen waste water up to 5 metres in height
or up to o0 metres horizontally with just a 2omm diameter outlet and no
major plumbing requirement.

The impossible kitchen? There's no such thing with a Saniflo Sanivite.

See more amazing kitchen stories at saniflo.co.nz
or for more information call 09 624 3977.

s 4
RS

»-
2

s | - ER— '

SANIVITE® Yes. You can.
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Every element of the kitchen is
subject to trends so you could in
theory have the most up-to-date
space on the block. But those
colours that look so good right
now are almost guaranteed to
appear dated very quickly.

If you have a passion for
a certain shade, keep it minimal
to avoid regrets down the line.
And when it comes to resale,
remember that neutral rules.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Where many Kkitchens fail is not
having enough task lighting. Prep
areas, the sink and cooktop should all
be well illuminated. Plan the locations
for switches before you start as they
will need electrical services.

Overhead lights are best fitted with
a dimmer, and look to benefit from as
much ambient light as possible from
windows and adjoining rooms.

Not every kitchen suits an island
and bigger is not necessarily better, as
anvthing that gets in the way of the
function quickly becomes a bugbear.

Locate the island in a position
that won't obstruct the flow of the
working triangle and make sure there
is enough room around it.

For an island to be a useful
addition, it should be a minimum
of 1000 x 1500mm and proportional
to the size of the kitchen. Allow a
minimum aisle of 1000mm between
the island and other cabinetry.

Keep tabs on what you can
attord. Make a detailed plan betore
the first tool is lifted, work it and
rework it, then stick to it to avoid
a meltdown when the bills arrive.

STILL NEED HELP?

Drop in to Bunnings and talk things
over with a kitchen design expert.

+ Handymanmagazine.co.nz/mag

Tell us your worst DIY blunder for your
chance to win a copy of Trade Secrets.

Keep it neutral for a kitchen that won't
date, using fashion colours as accents only.

PICTURCZS GETTY IMAGES



WE'VE GOT IT
COVERED!

Tapware fo dut every ttyle & budget

| Espree Sink Mixer
~ SKU 310298
i RRP$ 69

Espree Basin Mixer
SKU 310301
RRP $69

FESEEEd R aEEEE R iR FE AR RE R R R EEE

FEEAFERE AR

SKU 168328
RRP $ 138

SEEEREERERER

oKU 168433
RRP $ 133

e

i VX Sink Mixer
SKU 319989
i RRP$ 249

: VX Basin Mixer
i SKU 300283

RRP $ 249

New Banm'n?:! Exclusive
broclwre /n ttore now!

foreno.co.nz

lcon Sink Mixer

lcon Basin Mixer

Quality
Health

iINnNovation
\ P soware
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K EHEN

Finding the right design 1s
as simple as opening a box

WORDS SITA SIMONS

new Kitchen is an exciting prospect but the

endless possibilities can be a bit bewildering.

The most important aspect of kitchen design
is to choose features that will suit your lifestyle.

Installing a DIY kit kitchen is a cost-effective
way to keep things simple while still including
innovative solutions such as soft-close hardware
and waterfall benchtops.

Here’s a showcase of looks from Kaboodle, all
stocked at Bunnings. Head to the Kaboodle website
to access a 3D planner that allows you to experiment
with colour schemes and finishes for the perfect
kitchen. (kaboodlegroup.com.au).

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman




Hot colour

Bring in some personality by using
bold colour as a feature. Stick to
classic colour combinations to avoid
adopting a trend that you may come to
regret within just a couple of years.

Too much white can make a space
feel sterile, so incorporate a glass
splashback in an eye-catching colour
for a modern and fresh look that is
warm and welcoming.

A large island provides plenty
of surface area for preparing food
and doubles as a breakfast bar. =
GET THE LOOK with Egg White
thermoformed doors and panels
with Squid Ink laminate benchtops.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013 21
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; Modern
Jamily

Using the kitchen as a space for the
family to gather is a high priority for
many households. Getting the layout
right so the cook has room to move
around while the kids sit and eat,

do homework and chat about their
day, relies on good planning.

Allow a bit of extra space between
the canopy rangehood and cabinets to
reduce the look of a cramped kitchen.

The clever cut and butt system
makes joining benchtops a breeze
without having to hire a tradesman.
GET THE LOOK with Mocha Latte
melamine doors and panels with
Almond Brittle laminate benchtops.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman




Enjoy the benefits
of a drier healthier
home by simply
installing a

Showerdome®:-:

You won't notice your
Showerdome®...
..but you will notice
the difference.

Eliminate bathroom steam - have a warmer,
drier bathroom and a healthier home!

New research from a leading New Zealand
University has shown that Showerdome” is
effective at creating drier healthier kiwi homes.

No steam means a clear mirror, no condensation,
no wet walls or ceilings, no mould or mildew.

Simply fit a Showerdome® to your existing
shower and have a drier healthier home.

ik
b
o b i
R

_'--'._. e ] ;
\ plus instaiEtinn /

For more information visit our website
showerdome.co.nz

Ph: 0800 541 2233
F'N S

Also available "*On Order® through most pood bathroom showrooms -
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enlertainer

Bigger is better when it comes to

a kitchen designed for entertaining,
and thinking of all the practical
details in the planning stages will
add up to a sociable space.

An open-plan look incorporates
the dining area with the kitchen and
provides plenty of room to move.

When the final screw is in and
the last cabinet door hung, it's time
to relax and enjoy a new lifestyle.
GET THE LOOK with Egg White
thermoformed doors and panels with
Almond Brittle laminate benchtops.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman




Small
solutions

Make the most of limited space with
clever storage and visual illusions.

Tall, slim wall cabinets draw
the eye up making the ceiling look
higher. Wider floor cabinets keep
lines unfussy and streamlined.

The two-tone effect of light and
contrasting woodgrain finish doors
creates a sense of open space.

A stainless steel splashback adds
depth and the shiny surface reflects
light around the room. This sleek
and stylish feature also provides the
protection of a non-combustible
surface behind the cooktop.

GET THE LOOK with Shimmer Metallic
and Urban Oak thermoformed doors
and panels with Almond Brittle
laminate benchtops.

WOOD FILLER

Fills cracks, holes & nail heads

in one application

|R¢d Eni: v~ Water Based

v Interior/Exterior
celee

WOOD FILLER

‘  Fills cracks, holes-& nail heads in one applicatio-

m 100m

"

v Water based v Interior &

exterior
v Rapid drying

v Sands easily
v" No shrinking

v/ Non flammable
v No cracking

v Easy to use
v/ Stainable

v Ideal for wood

v Timber coloured grain filling

v No sagging v Good for vamish,
enamels, acrylic

v/ Hard wearing & lacquers

14 colours available in
100ml, 250ml & 500ml

Exclusively distributed by
Paint Aids Limited ' W\

“BUY M.L. MADE"




A T3{ITT KITCHENS vistelle.com

STYLED BY YOU

LESS EXPENSIVE THAN GLASS

AND FASTER TO INSTALL!

Vistelle® is the high-gloss
DIY wall panel to style
your home with ease

DIY AND SAVE $$$
Why have a glass splashback that is heavy, costly and VISTELLE SOLUTIONS

can't be cut or shaped by you? Vistelle high-gloss

acrylic panels are light, affordable and can be cut, . Exceptional high gloss
drilled and shaped with standard wood working tools. surface

The Vistelle range brings the exclusive look of glass + 10-year indoor UV warranty
wall panels into any renovation project. Vistelle . Easy to install

creates the ultimate high gloss wall surface and is

| - Impervious to water
very cost effective.

- Lighter and easier to handle
than equivalent glass panels
- and stronger too!

Vistelle - Styled by You!

- Will not chip or peel like
paint, vinyl, wood or 2 pack

- Solid colour layer is
integrated into the product,
not a spray painted finish




With six modern décor colours available in the
range - Vistelle is a beautiful home renovation =
acrylic alternative to tiles and glass panels. = -2

Style your home with Vistelle — and forget
all the hassle!

Salt

Available in 2 sizes:

Mist Blush Sky
« /50mm x 2000mm x 4mm

Vistelle is rich in colour and reflects . 864rmm X 2000mm x 4mm i
light evenly making it ideal for kitchen EE—— ‘. = IL
splashbacks and feature panels! N, \NE. b o

Available at

»

NEW ZEALAND TOLL FREE NUMBER: 0800 33 36 39 .
© Copyright 2013 / Patent Pending OQakmoore Pty Lta ABN: 13 056 159570 V| StE‘ ‘ e.CO m

NNIN



=}
r
-
4
Inl
™

DON'T LET YOUR
WALL TURN UGLY
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akeover

Give the kitchen a designer look on a DIY budget
with surface updates and storage upgrades
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SPRAY -
IHE CABINEITS

PAIN T

It your kitchen has good bones but Is dark and dated,
revamp It with colour for a fresh new look in a weekend

aying thousands of dollars to
P have new cabinetry installed is

not the only way to give your
kitchen a total visual overhaul.

As long as vour cabinets are
structurally sound, just prime and
paint the visible surfaces, using
a paint spraver to do all the doors
and drawer faces in just a few hours.

A paint finish is not as tough as
vinyl wrap but the big advantage is

PAINT
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how much time, money and effort you
save. Spraying also provides a super
smooth finish and professional look.
For most finishes, all you need to
do is apply primer, let it dry then give
the surface a light sand to ensure good
paint adhesion and a smooth topcoat.
If you have timber cabinets that
are finished with a hard, high-gloss
varnish, sand them lightly with
180 grit abrasive paper before priming.

A professional finish relies on the
quality of the preparation work, so
it's worth the time and effort to get
things ready before you begin.
REMOVE THE HANDLES from the
doors and drawers, then unscrew the
doors from their hinges and pull the
drawers out ready for painting.
MASK OFF THE CABINETS using
plastic dropsheets or masking paper
to wrap the benchtops and appliances,
securing it with masking tape. Also
cover the walls adjacent to the
cabinets to protect them.

MAKE A SPRAY BOOTH

Use plastic dropsheets joined together
with masking tape to screen an area
and create a temporary spraying
booth. Position a sheet of plywood or
MDF on a pair of sawhorses to provide
a suitable surface for working on.
Make sure the room or workspace
is well ventilated and wear goggles
plus a suitable respirator to filter
out paint mist and fumes.

CLEAN THE SURFACES of the
doors and drawer faces using
dishwashing detergent and warm
water, then leave to dry and fill any
cracks or dings by applying timber
filler with a spatula or putty knife.

==

WOOD FILLER

Red Enz eeZee Wood Filler, about
$10 for 100ml. eezeewood.com



re solid but the clear _ _
d looked dated. =

The cabinets We
finish was dirty an
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PAINT

THE

HIGH-OPACITY
PRIMER

Apply the primer

Using a paintbrush, apply primer
to one side of all the doors. Leave
them to dry while priming the cabinet
face frames and sides, then prime the
other side of the doors. Leave to dry
then lightly sand all surfaces with
220 grit abrasive paper and wipe clean.

MASKING
PAPER

Paint the drawer faces

Wrap the drawers with masking
paper or plastic, securing the edges
with masking tape. Paint the back
of the drawer faces first, then the
edges and the front.
TIP You can also remove the drawer
faces and spray them separately.
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Paint the frames

To paint the cabinets, start in
a corner and use a paintbrush to apply
paint to an entire rail, including the
edges, before starting on the next one.
TIP There is no point spraying the
framework as it would take too long
to mask evervthing up.

Correct any runs

Smooth over any paint runs with
a high-quality paintbrush while the
paint is still wet. Leave to dry then
reinstall the doors and drawers.
TIP If the paint is already tacky, leave
it to fully dry then sand off the run
and touch up with a paintbrush.

HDULDINE""'"—*
DETAIL

Spray the doors

To apply paint to the doors, start
with the edge and moulding along
one side, then rotate the door to do
the other three sides in turn. Finish
by spraying the surface of the door.
TIP Position the doors on a lazy Susan
to make them easier to rotate.

To ensure even coverage, start
by spraying the edges of the
doors then the moulding.

Finish by spraying the entire
door, starting at the top and
sweeping the sprayer in smooth,
even passes. Start and finish
each pass outside the perimeter
of the door to avoid runs.

TIP The secret to success is only
squeezing the trigger after the
sprayer has been set in motion.




USE THE RIGHT TOOL

To make short work of spraving the
doors and drawers, use a high-volume,
low-pressure spraver such as the
Wagner W550 Fine Sprayer.

It is suitable for use with ordinary
acrylic paint as well as a range of other
products such as timber stain, so you
can apply the same paint with a brush
to do the cabinet sides.

TIP The paint will need to be diluted
for use in the spraver, just follow the
instructions in the user manual.

g o
.....
b

EJ’J&.’II.&.HL.LJ the sprayer on
~asheet of cardboard, adjusting

]1 wm_lwmm:]rﬂ] Wagner Fine Spray W550 Paint Sprayer,
$155. wagner.co.nz

WAENER'

WallPerfect...

Revolutionary
interior paint
application system

www.waanerspravtech.com.au
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~REPLACE [HE
SeENCHTOP

L3
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tchen a modern laminate work surface then

tout to Install a brand new sink DIY

he benchtop can visually

dominate a kitchen, so if it’s

showing its age it can bring
down the overall look of the space.

[f vou're going to replace the
benchtop, it makes sense to put
in a new sink while vou're at it.

You need to measure to the exact
millimetre before ordering a new
benchtop, then plan the installation
carefully for the best results.

TIP If benchtop corners aren’t exactly
square at 90° the benchtop will need
to be templated by a specialist.

DRAW AN ACCURATE SKETCH

Before you begin, ask for measuring
instructions from yvour supplier.

The most accurate method is to
order the benchtop using the existing
one as a template.

Alternatively, measure the cabinet
dimensions and make a sketch of your
kitchen. Indicate where the ends of
the benchtop don't butt into a wall
and end caps are needed.

The supplier will convert these
details to a benchtop order, including
allowances for overhangs.
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CUT AMASON’'S MITRE

A mason’s mitre is a tvpe of joint
traditionally used in stonework but
now commonly used for benchtops.
The two parts being joined meet as
a butt joint with a small mitre at the
inside edge. This reduces wastage and
makes the corner easier to install.

Straight 2400 x 600 x 25mm
lengths of laminate benchtop are
available for as little as $99.

experts to help install a U-shaped
bench enclosed by walls.

If vour layout has internal corners,
the mason’s mitre should be cut by
a specialist. It's also best to call in the

LENGTH BETWEEN WALLS, PLUS 5mm FOR SCRIBING

TUE T T e R e e R e e s B R St R R e e = e e e B e e e

600 «—— SQUAR
Lk Ll MASON'S
HITHE_\
' : LENGTH OF
T CABINETS,
PLUS 5mm
ROLLED FOR
EDGE SCRIBING
SQUARE
LAMINATED
D
SPACE
FOR STOVE
T - ¥
TYPICAL BENCHTOP y .El"-‘:luwﬁfTEE . E—
Draw a scale diagram of your CABINETS.
benchtop for the fabricator. 45° SQUARE ;SLT;‘:]
Include all dimensions to the LAMINATED OVERHANG
nearest millimetre and label
the types of edges as shown. 1

ICTURE [RIGHT| GETTY IMAGES



To avoid unpleasant surprises,
follow this checklist.

MEASURE YOUR CABINETS
carefully, because if they are
a different size from the standard
560mm depth, you'll have to
order custom benchtops.

CHECK THE THICKNESS of the
old benchtop. This is particularly
important if the splashback rests
on the old benchtop and is being
left in situ, because if the new
benchtop is a different thickness,
it will not fit properly.

USE ASTRAIGHTEDGE to
check the walls are straight and
use the 3-4-5 method to check the
inside corners are exactly 90°.

If the long side of the triangle
deviates more than about 5Smm
in 1500mm, discuss the situation
with the supplier.

They may be able to cut the
mitre to compensate for a corner
that is severely out of square.

o
=

o -
A shiny new benchtop and sink
can take decades off your kitchen
and improve functionality.
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INSTALL A
BENCHTOP
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DISCONNECTED
PLUMBING

COMPASS
ANDPENCIL

e

S MASKING
- TAPE

NEW
BENCHTOP

; EEHI:_'.HTGF"
" SCREWS

Remove the old benchtop

Shut off the water supply then
disconnect the plumbing. Unclip the
sink, prying up the edges to remove it.
Inspect the underside of the benchtop
and remove all screws securing it.
Slice through the silicone along the
splashback then lift out the benchtop.

“&—END CAP

Check the overhang

Use the compass or a steel rule to
measure the benchtop overhang is at
the required distance at the stove and
refrigerator openings. If the appliances
fit tightly between the cabinets, the
capped overhang can be reduced by
scribing and sanding the other end.
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Scribe the benchtop

Position the new benchtop and
check the back edge fits along the
walls. If the walls aren’t straight and

there are visible gaps wider than Smm,

apply masking tape to the laminate
edge then use a pencil and compass to
mark a scribe line onto the tape.

¢
-

" e

Join the mitre

Apply a continuous bead of clear
adhesive along the raw edges of the
joint then push the pieces together
and add the connector bolts. Use a
hammer and scrap timber to tap along
the joint from above until the surfaces
are flush then tighten the bolts fully.

L
Fe

Trim the edges

Remove the benchtop and clamp
it firmly on a pair of sawhorses. Use
a belt sander fitted with an 80 grit
belt to carefully sand to the scribe
line. Replace the top and check the
fit against the walls, making sure the
front is parallel with the cabinet faces.

ATTACHMENT
CLEAT T

Wl

l_‘

1 30mm x 8g
SCREW |

o
i &.

Secure the benchtop

Drill pilot holes through the
cabinet attachment cleats and secure
the top using 30mm x 8g particleboard
screws. Hold the top down to keep it
from lifting as the screws are secured.
TIP If cleats aren’t available, use metal
angle brackets and shorter screws.



BENGHTOPS DIRECT

Whatever your benchtops requirements, Benchtops Direct love taking the hassle out of your
decision making process. We are experts at consultation, manufacture and installation.

Choose from our options:

BENCHTOP REPLACEMENTS

Give your kitchen a new lease on life by
replacing your worn  benchtop. Your
custom-made benchtops will fit perfectly with
your existing kitchen and is a great opportunity
to inject your own style into the space.

DIY BENCHTOPS

If you're looking for a quick turnaround and can
take care of the benchtop installation yourself,
our DIY benchtop service is for you. Simply
choose from our 18 stock colours and we can
cut, clash and deliver the benchtops to you.

BENCHTOPS FOR NEW KITCHENS

Find the best benchtop for your new home or
improved kitchen with help from our
experienced team. Our 28 years of industry
experience means you'll have the best advice to
help you choose the right colours, styles and
fittings.

Contact us today to discuss your
requirements and for a free estimate.

0800 MY BENCH
0800 692 362
www.henchtopsdirect.co.nz
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A SINK

MASKING
TAPE

Mark around the sink

Position the sink on the benchtop
upside down, preferably with equal
spacing at the front and back. Apply
masking tape around it and use
a pencil to mark the edge. Remove the
sink and apply more tape to mark the
cut line 10mm inside the sink outline.

Attach the tap assembly

Install the tap handles and spout
according to the manufacturer’s
instructions, then secure by winding
the nuts onto the threaded bases and
tightening them.
TIP The taps need to be professionally
connected to the water supply.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Cut the benchtop

Use a drill with a 10mm twist bit
to make starter holes inside the
corners of the cut line then use
a jigsaw with a timber blade to make
the cutout between the holes.
TIP Use screws to secure scrap timber
to the cutout so it doesn't fall in.

CUTOUT_ —

SILICONE

Position the sink

' Secure the hinged sink clips to the
flanges on the underside of the sink.
Apply silicone around the cutout or
attach the double-sided sealing tape
supplied to the underside of the sink.
Peel off the outer coating of the tape
and position the sink in the cutout.

RUBBER
WASHER

Install the basket strainers

Position the basket strainers in the
sink holes using the supplied rubber
washers. Tighten the flange nut to
waterproof the strainers and prevent
any leaks into the cabinet.
TIP Use plumber’s silicone it washers
aren’t provided.

Finish the installation

Use a screwdriver or socket driver
to tighten the sink clips from below.
Tighten opposite clips first applying
even pressure so the sink is pulled
flush to the surface of the benchtop.
Have the tap hoses and waste pipes
connected by a plumber.



Create a light style
for every room

With over 70 different models of Philips light fittings available

through your local Bunnings Warehouse there's a style for every
room In your house.

There's more to Philips luminaires than good looks. Designed with

energy efficiency in mind you can save up to 80% on your running
COSTS.

- + -'|-
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.
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See what light can do
PHILIPS

Available at

PUNNINGS
“warehouse
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MAKE A MOSAIC

SPLASHBACK

Transform a wall in the kitchen by using tile sheets
to give it a colourful and durable makeover

new splashback is a fast and

effective way to revive your

kitchen. Tiles are a popular
DIY surface treatment, as they're

durable, wipe clean and easy to install.

For maximum colour and texture,
go for a mosaic wall. And to create
one quickly, use tile sheets.

Buy mosaic tiles in 300mm
square sheets, from about $10 each,
in a range of finishes, including glass,
ceramic, natural stone and metallic.

The tiles are attached to a paper
or mesh backing, so it’s easy to trim
and position the sheets to fit around
appliances and switch plates.

GET IT RIGHT
Before you begin, make sure the wall
is flat, even, dry and clean.
Fill any holes or dents and leave
it to dry for a week. Wipe the surface
with a degreaser then wash with water
and mild detergent using a sponge.
Using the right tools and products
will make the job a lot faster and give
you a longer-lasting finish.
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TILE ADHESIVE comes in powder
varieties or pre-mixed tubs. Some
adhesives require specific primers,
others can be used directly.

Talk with vour tile supplier about
recommended adhesives, as heavier
tiles will require a stronger bond
and some situations may necessitate
a specialised product.

NOTCHED TROWELS have edges
that leave ridges in the mortar, which
collapse to create a uniform bond
on the back of each tile. For small
mosaics, use a 6mm V notch trowel.

GROUT FLOATS have a sponge base
and are used for working the grout

into the spaces between the tiles.
Pointed floats are best for getting
grout into corners.

GROUT should be a premium brand
for splashbacks, as they are better at
resisting stains and do not show
variations in shade it coloured.

SEALANT will protect your grout
from stains, mould and moisture
and help to keep it clean. If you're
using natural stone mosaics, the tiles
should also be sealed.

TIP If using glass tiles, check if

they are fully opaque. If not, choose
an adhesive colour to complement
the tiles and grout.

Tiler's Mate Pointed Grout Float,
$42. tilersmate.co.nz

Cemix Pre Mixed Paste Adhesive,
$15 for 500mLl. cemix.co.nz

PICTURE [RIGHT| THINKSTOCK
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A colourful mosaic splashback wall adds
wow factor to the kitchen and can be done

in a day using DIY-friendly tile sheets.

41
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INSTALL
MOSAIC
TILES

TEMPORARY |
BATTEN

Prepare the walls

- Mask off benchtops and cabinets,
leaving a 6mm gap between the wall
and tape. Secure a batten to the wall
at the height of the burner plates of
a freestanding stove. Mark a plumb
line on the wall, positioned to avoid
small tile cuts in the corners.

SPONGE

Grout the joints

= Let the adhesive cure for 24 hours.

Apply the grout with a sponge float,
pressing it into the joints. To remove
excess grout, hold the float at a 60°
angle and move it diagonally across
the tiles. Wait 10 minutes, then clean

the excess grout using a damp sponge.
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NOTCHED
TROWEL

PLUME
LINE
f
|
ADHESIVE
|
i oA TEHFUHAET
— * BATTEN
~) Apply the adhesive

—.Use a 6mm notched trowel held
at 45° to applv adhesive over an area
about one sheet wide from the plumb
line. Run the trowel over the adhesive
again to ensure even distribution.
TIP To stop adhesive hardening on
the trowel, clean it with a wet sponge.

umiy e, SR BN
KNIFE Baantde B, %

_Finish the splashback

S-Lrape grout out of the movement
joints at inside corners and along the
base of the tiles using a utility knife,
then sponge the tiles again. Leave for
a day then butff the tiles with a soft
cloth, wait two days and apply silicone
sealant in the movement joints.
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" Install the tile sheets
" Position the first tile sheet above

the batten and aligned with the
plumb line then the next sheet with a
2mm gap between, tapping with scrap
timber and a rubber mallet. Continue
attaching tile sheets, cutting to fit and
checking alignment as vou go.

Few kitchens are built to a strict
300mm square grid, and most
have electrical outlets, light
switches and other wall fixtures
that require trimming tile sheets.

The beauty of mosaic sheets
Is you can cut the mesh backing
between tiles to customise the
shape and size of sheets.

If you do need to cut the actual
tiles, use an angle grinder
or mosaic cutter for
glass, terrazzo and
ceramic tiles.

Large-format
slate tiles can be
cut with a wet
saw, which
costs about
$60 to hire
for a day.

Tiler's Mate Mosaic Cutter, $44.



Way of Life!

SUZUKI

Kizashi SE.
Performance

with added style.

We've taken the award winning Kizashi GLX and given it a new edge. With 18-inch sports wheels and tyres,
smart new side moulding, Bluetooth and silver stitched leather seats, this is the sharp new Kizashi SE.
Sports car handling and performance with luxury car style and elegance. Kizashi SE offers a premium driving

experience without the premium price tag. Get behind the wheel today and feel the exhilaration. s T T et
Leather sports seats with silver stitching ® 18-inch Sports alloys ® Sports chrome lower door garnish
® 2.4 litre 131kW engine ® Bluetooth and USB connectivity ® 7 SRS airbags ® 5 Star ANCAP safety rating @ ;”gﬁt ﬁﬂﬂ;:;‘f
¢ Electronic stability Programme (ESP) with traction control

] / ....J-i'
KIZASHI SE CVT AUTO $39,990 driveaway < /

The Suzuki Real Value price is the full driveaway price including 12 months registration, warrant of fitness,

3 year/100,000km warranty, 5 year Suzuki roadside assistance and a full tank of fuel. www.suzuki.co.nz B Y S ” Z ” K I




ADD NEW
HARDVWARE

Replacing the cabinet handles and drawer knobs Is
a simple way to give kitchen cabinetry a mini facelift

fter completing a major
Kitchen upgrade like installing
a new benchtop, painting the

cabinets or tiling a splashback, door
handles may seem like a minor item.

But cabinet hardware is the bling
of the kitchen. Just updating handles
and knobs can give the room a fresh
new look, and the impact is even
greater if the cabinetry has been
revamped or the doors upgraded.

One of the last jobs on the kitchen
makeover to-do list it’s also one of the
most important and essential to get B e
right the first time as hardware is so LRt g
visible. Follow our guide to installing = Th eri g ht h 0le
cabinet hardware like a pro. s Handle jigs feature dozens of
holes to suit a range of spacing
z . options and handle lengths.

DESlgnEI' handles : To prevent disaster by using
Modernise your kitchen with sleek f the wrong hole accidentally,
metallic hardware, available in : apply masking tape and poke
a diverse range of styles from bar Sylvan 96mm Firth Handle, $7. f through only the ones you need.
and T handles to square pulls, : Use an awl instead of a pencil
from Sylvan [sylvan.co.nz). to mark the holes, that way your
Priced from about $5, they are drill bit won’t skate off the mark,
made from either aluminium, zinc, even if you're drilling into a hard
nickel plate or stainless steel. Sylvan 96mm Norton Handle, $6. - vinyl wrap finish.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

..........................................................................
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It's too late to realise after you've . by . Allgn ha I‘Id les
drilled the holes that a handle creates i S [ /  With timber-framed cabinet
an obstruction when the door is open, [ i ~ doors, use the top of the base rail
or is too high for comfortable use. ek s> i ~ asaguide for centring knobs or
Stick on a few handles using = o o i ; ~ the I'iﬁw&l‘"Hn’[&-'nﬁﬂu-'scmw
Blu-Tack to make sure they are U S | handles. Align the handles with
optimally positioned, then mark the g the centreline of the stile to
locations and identify the most o T 4l ~ create a good visual balance.
suitable holes to use on a handle jig. i |

Garden

Plant roses, grow spinach

and learn to espalier.
Grow plants from seed.
We show you how!

Flooring

Top techniques to help you Best solutions for each
paint faster and neater. | room of the house.
Expert advice on Buyer’'s guide to carpet,
how to choose colour. vinyl, timber and tile.




Prevent breakout

If you're having problems with

breakout on the back of the cabinet

doors no matter what you do,

assemble a two-sided ]Ig to slot nntu

the edge of the door when wu drill.
A tight fit is &ﬂ&ﬂhlh‘ﬂ? m.- |

a piece of timber for the midd "+ ik

section that is #xal:t "jilﬁ

thickness as the cab J'_'a‘l*ﬂ

Keep the screws tight
The biggest disadvantage of

one-screw doorknobs is that they
are certain to come loose and start
unwinding themselves eventually.
The simple way to prevent this
is to use a thread sealant such as
Loctite on the machine screws
before winding on the knobs.

Match the handle sizes
The best way to minimise work is to
replace two-screw handles with new
ones that have mounting holes the
same distance apart.

Measure the hole spacing before
choosing new hardware, as
the style vou like may be
available in several
spacing options.

TWO-SCREW
HANDLE

ONE-SCREW
KNOB

Flll tlmber holes

When replacing door handles with
new ones of a different size it’s much
harder to hide mistakes or fill holes

Drawer template
Doorhandle jigs aren’t always

invisibly in timber cabinetry.

To obtain a perfect match, take
one of your doors with you to the
hardware store and choose three
small tubs of tinted putty, one to
match the darkest grain, one for the
lightest and one that is in between.

Use the colours to mix a custom
shade that will render any hole
completely invisible when you fill it.
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the most suitable option for
marking holes on drawers.

Drawer faces can often be
oversized or require handles
in a non-standard location.

For a quick homemade
solution, carefully measure
and martk hole locations on an
offcut of plywood then secure
it to a second offcut using
adhesive and screws.

FICTURES ILEFT CENTRE] THINKSTOCK



Correct for large drawers

The base drawer of a set is often double-height for
storing pots and pans or other large kitchenware.

Instead of positioning the handle in the centre of the .
drawer face, secure it the same height from the top as
the other handles. It looks more natural and means .
you won’'t have to lean down as far to open the drawer. |

DIY Archs & SkKirts from Porta

Manufactured from radiata pine (clear, finger-jointed & pre-primed) Porta has §
a variety of modern and classic archs and skirts to help update your home. |
To view the full range and installation instructions visit www.porta.co.nz.
Available from Bunning's and other major hardware stores.

Stop the spin
Thread sealant will keep a knob
from unwinding from its screw
but, with time and use, it can
still turn slightly.
This is not so much of
a problem with round knobs,
but it can look awful with
rectangular or oval ones. ,
Keep them stationary by i
adding a dab of super glue to
the back before winding in
the machine screw.

Decorative Architraves & Skirtings ét\ 3

Golonial FINE)  Colonial (PIFJ) "

Modern Architraves & Skirtings 2 \\

13135

Bevellad Bullnosa  Bullnose {(10mm) Double Bullnose  Pancil Round

TIP 1:» painted finish will TIP 2: 1t is agvisable to

only require light sanding with “acclimatise” your archs & skirts
150 grit sandpaper. Then use a prior to installation. Acclimatise
good sealer or primer then lightly at room temperature for 24
sand once. Apply two coats of hours before installation.

acrylic and for a tougher finish

use an oil based enamel.

=8 portamouldings




Fasteners

All joints are secured with PVA
adhesive, and 40mm x 8g timber
screws are used to attach the
partitions and the tray sides.

To secure the unit base to
the cabinet and mount the cleats,
use 30mm x 8g screws. Attach
the slides using 15mm x 8¢
timber screws.

urn the often cluttered and chaotic
undersink cabinet into a haven of
organisation with customised storage.
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INSTALL SLIDE-OUT

SIORAGE

Build basic timber boxes a

nd mount them on drawer

slides to get organised anc

maximise cabinet space

DIY- $265

HAVE IT DONE FOR $665

SKILL> 7 2
TIME> 1 DAY

he area under the kitchen
sink is often under-utilised
because the waste pipe projects

down awkwardly into it, limiting

the available height for storage.
Designed to make use of the

irregular spaces around the sink bowl

and plumbing, these slide-out trays fit

For the smoothest operation, we
used full-extension drawer slides
that contain ball bearings.
To reduce the cost of the project,
use single-extension drawer slides.
Hafele single-extension
drawer slides are base-mounted
and can handle up to 30kg.
Hafele ball-bearing roller
runners are side-mounted and
have a 45kg weight capacity.

into a standard 900 x 720 x 560mm
flat-packed base cabinet.

Cut from plywood and pine, the
trays are built using butt joints and
are easily adapted to suit other sizes.

The two base trays fit beneath sink
plumbing that exits through the back
of the cabinet, with plenty of room for
cleaning products and similar items.

If the plumbing in your kitchen
exits through the base of the cabinet,
change the dimensions of the trays so
they’'re shorter or narrower as needed,
or make two tiers of upper trays.

Hafele Drawer Slides,
from about $11 a pair. p
hafele.com/nz

CUT THE COMPONENTS

The unit base, tray bases and cleats
are cut from 17mm CD plywood using
a circular saw and straightedge guide.

Cut the partitions and tray sides
from 90 x 19mm dressed all round
(DAR) pine, and the upper tray sides
from 140 x 19mm pine using a
circular saw and speed square.

To finish, the trays are sanded with
180 grit abrasive paper and sealed
with two coats of clear polyurethane
to protect them from product spills
and water damage.

Hafele Ball-Bearing
Roller Runners,
from about $16 each.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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BUILD THE
STORAGE

50

TRAYS

MEASURING
TAPE

= ..-".-' ra
shoan By ROCR!

T {

Measure the cabinet
Open the cabinet door fully
and use a measuring tape to find
the interior dimensions. Check for
plumbing and electrical fittings
or any other obstructions to
determine the tray lavout.

& PARTITION

Cut the front and back

Measure the exact distance
between the partitions. Subtract
25.4mm from these measurements to
allow sufficient space for the drawer
slides then cut the tray front and back
to match the measurements.

/ Mount the trays

- Push the release lever to separate
the drawer and the cabinet sections of
the slides. Position the drawer sections
on 17mm spacers then secure to the
tray sides. Reassemble the slides and
check for smooth operation.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

") Prepare the unit base
.Cut the plywood unit base to
measure 20mm narrower than the
inside width and 30mm shallower
than the depth of the cabinet. Use

a builder’s square to mark a line
across the centre of the unit base.

~ Assemble the trays

" Position the tray base between
the tray sides, securing with PVA
adhesive and screws. Position the
tray front and back, securing to the
base edges and the ends of the sides
using adhesive and screws.

S77 CABINET
FACE FRAME

_ Install the trays

.. Position the unit base flush with
the back of the cabinet face frame and
drill pilot holes, securing with screws.
Position the trays and slide them in.
TIP If you have frameless cabinets, set
the base 3mm back from the front.

) Attach the partitions

~'Mark lines 8.5mm either side of
the centreline to indicate the centre
partition. Clamp the partitions to the
base then drill 2Zmm countersunk
pilot holes and secure the partitions
with PVA adhesive and screws.

MOUNTING

, HOLES DRAWER

SL!IDE

e

\.

“~ Secure the slides
‘Position the drawer slides on the
base unit on 17mm plywood spacers,
flush with the front of each partition.
Open the slides slightly to expose the
mounting holes and drill 1.5mm pilot
holes, securing with screws.

o
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"\ Build the upper trays
Assemble the upper trays using

adhesive and screws then secure the

side cleats to the cabinet sides with

screws. Mount each upper tray on

a pair of slides positioned 30mm

from the top and base of the cleats.



SLIDE-OUT STORAGE TRAYS

measurements in mm

Simple design, elegance
and affordability for
kitchens and laundries

Our Project Equip, Slim and 500 ranges

have been developed to provide practical,

affordable and simply designed solutions
for your kitchen or laundry.

m:;““ax i Ay |PARTITION[ L~ \
SIDE \“j;_m  FRONT (> . ‘l o
RS e 2 PR 1B 450/ 208578 PR 1B 600 / 398875
NN [1Rar S 450 dia x 180mm 580 x 430 x 180mm
3
N L
| _—n
DRAWER
SLIDE
PR 1.5B / 569852
625 x 495 x 180mm
D= CUTTING LIST
PART SIZE NO.
PLYWOOD
Unit base 910 x 850 x 17 1
Tray bases 466 x 333 x 17 2
Upper tray bases 466 x 140 x 17 2
Side cleats o010 x 140 x 17 2
PINE
Partitions 2010 x90x 19 3
SRS aanxADxly: | @A Also available in Linen finish for anti glare in sunlight
Tray front and back 371 x90x 19 A
Upper tray high sides 466X 123 x 19 2 PR 1B 1D / 208599
Upper tray low sides 466 x 70x 19 2 800 x 500 x 180mm
Upper tray front and back 140 x 140 x 19 4

All sinkwraﬂre comes complete Available at
with overflow, wastes & plugs,

plus lifetime warranty on ZUNNI NGS
stainless steel WﬂeIIOUS("

+ Handymanmagazine.co.nz

Download the tools, costs and materials
for building slide-out storage trays.

P 09 274 4393

or visit our website

sales@totaramarketing.co.nz




Z2UNNINGS
warehouse

Window treatments

hoosing the right window

treatment is a decision that can

dictate the feel and ambience
of the room. From controlling light
and privacy to heat retention and
deflection, there's a style and a solution
for every space and budget.

The Windoware blinds shown on

these pages are from an extensive
range at Bunnings [bunnings.co.nz].

Roller blinds B

Roller blinds are cost effective and Baeien s
simple to install and maintain. They suit %5‘“ e
modern living and provide excellent . ———— S TTR—
sunshading. Available in a range of Charm Charcoal Blockout Glamour Blind Snow Boutique Parchment
colours, choose one close to the wall Roller Blind, Blockout Roller Blind, Roller Blind,
shade for a disappearing effect. 60 x 210cm, $37.85. 60 x 210cm, $57.95. 60 x 210cm, $56.84.

e

blinds are sleek and understated
a stylish, contemporary look.




»Refresh your living spaces with a new look for the
windows, choosing a blind that complements your style

Venetian blinds e
Particularly good for filtering glare, venetian blinds E?:_:__:—_::—__:_:—:__:__:_:_: :
are a popular choice for many households. Available f‘—_;:{:__—:__:_:igjz
in various materials and colours, they add charm :_::__3_5—_____::_;:5;::
and suit any environment. _‘_—_: = _— —_—
Basswood Wooden Venetian Blinds, White Birch Timber Venetian White Aluminium Venetian
60 x 137cm, $69.85. Blinds, 60 x 137cm, $56.45. Blinds, 60 x 137cm, $24.15.
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OUR NEW
$7750 KITCHEN

Keeping the existing cabinets and most of the appliances
helped this makeover stay well within budget

WORDS SANDRA BRIDEKIRK MAIN PICTURE STUART SCOTT

The hub of their home had
served John and Dianne Bowler
well for more than 20 years,
and though they had few complaints
about the kitchen, they decided it

was time for a revamp.

‘The kitchen layout and space was
good but it was looking a little tired
after all that time, plus the wear and
tear caused by two Kkids,” says John.

DOING THE RESEARCH
Before committing to a plan, the
couple looked at retail showrooms
and display homes for inspiration
as well as magazines and websites.
‘We came to the conclusion it
would be better to revamp the
cabinets instead of replacing them.
‘We loved the solid oak doors and
panelling, and the cupboards were in
excellent condition,’ says John.
The couple also elected to keep the
old sink and most of the appliances,
significantly reducing the outlay.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

MAKING PREPARATIONS

With a solid plan in mind, John set
about removing the old splashback
tiles, taking care not to damage the
plasterboard wall too much.

‘Considering the amount of
work it took to repair the wall in the
end, it probably would have been
easier to simply cut the wall lining
off and replace the entire sheet of
plasterboard,’ he says.

John coated the wall with
finishing compound, which was
left to dry and sanded smooth, then
sealed with a coat of paint.

‘It took about a day all up, but I
did an hour or two every other day.’
After weighing up the merits
and prices of the materials available,
from laminates to reconstituted stone,

a new benchtop was ordered.

‘We settled on natural stone
from Spain. It's probably one of the
more expensive ones on the market
but I think it’s also one of the best.’

The tiled splashback
henchtup dated

and pink laminate
the kitchen.




AFTER
A new benchtop and glass splashback
haul the kitchen into the 21st century.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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UPGRADING THE FLOOR

The next step was to tackle the floor.
John sought quotes to remove the
old floor tiles and replace them with
new porcelain stone-look tiles.

‘The cost was very high so we
decided to prepare the floor ourselves
and have the tiler just lay the new
tiles. Unfortunately this proved too
much, even for me, as it took about an
hour just to remove one tile and there
were 35 square metres of them.’

In desperation, John tracked down
a company that would strip the floor
for $35 per square metre.

‘After a couple of hours and several
holes in the floor, the tradie we hired
also gave up, and we still had a skip
bin sitting empty in the driveway.’

Eventually John called in a team
that was recommended by his local
tile supplier to do the job.

‘They had a long hard look at the
existing floor and suggested we lay
the new tiles over the old,” he says.

This approach only raised the floor
level by about 15mm, which was not
enough to cause any problems.

Gaps weresealed " ||
with siliconelt 1

MEASURING UP

Things moved more quickly during
the second week of the renovation.
The electrician shifted the power
outlets and the benchtop supplier
came to measure up.

‘Since the benchtop was replacing
an existing one he simply took the
measurements of the old one before
[ removed it,’ says John.

Back at the factory, the dimensions
for the new benchtop were loaded
into a laser CNC machine that cut
the top to the exact size and shape
for a perfect fit.

‘I removed the old benchtop
: '"- while the new one was on

.\ trestles for a measurement
check and a final cut and
polish,” says John.

‘After a bit of adjustment
with the grinder, the sink and
cooker were fitted in their
respective cutouts.’

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

The revitalised cabinetry was
modernised with new handles.

INSTALLING THE BENCHTOP

The next step was to position the
sections on top of the cabinets.

“This stone weighs a ton and the
three installers and myself struggled
to manoeuvre each piece in place.’

The first small section of benchtop
fitted perfectly but the second bigger
section had to be adjusted slightly
with the grinder before installation.

‘The joint was opened just slightly
and epoxy adhesive applied. We eased
it back into position and checked it
again,’ says John. ‘Epoxy was also
used to secure the benchtop to the
cabinets. The joint was filled with
epoxy coloured to match the top.”

To finish the job, the stone was
given a final polish with a buffing
wheel then silicone sealant was
applied. A new flick mixer and
an under-bench water filter were
installed, and the sink and cooktop
fitted and reconnected.



10 YEAR

_ WARRANTY

about four weeks to
complete and we are really
happy with the results,” says John.

BB i i
REVAMPING THE CABINETS w“:‘ TNBOH YA
' -
ecid b oo and cened [SHIRSGRR
. - : the tilin OUr weeks 19 gq with

off any built-up grime before b 9 and b’"#hfnpg bt
revitalising the clear finish with $f of the tim, and buyg ing up
buffing oil, which he polished P : get
to an even sheen. E::H Pointg

Each door was rehung and the Pe 9ehood $35
hinges adjusted to create even Sinl:nf- $247
gaps and alignment. _ wlh?;::fr $::f M B N

New European-style handles er l N
were secured in place of the :::::M'ﬂ :;” . -
round knobs, with larger files top o 70 | |
handles on the pot drawers Paint #3:0 aUNNT;ﬂub!e at
and pantry doors. 5 - 9 w![lehm]g.\s

The other drawers had Gonik =3 #53 ’
hook-style finger pulls Bt : ﬂao
attached, and a slide-out ﬂl#fn‘ﬂ: ﬂ?
waste bin was installed el Gian “ﬂ
under the sink. ghi g 0

‘“The whole project took r P bin 1400

OTAL $246

$7755

foreno.co.nz




S DT ParTeR
Light and bright, the kitchen has
Beenicompletely transformed with

=5

- “a little démolitionand a lat of paint.

Handyman reader Brooke Searles and and was pleased with the finish,
husband Luke couldn’t live with the it’s smooth and shiny and a thousand
outdated kitchen in their new home, times better than before.

was

Functional but dark t_he kitchiﬂeﬁ. but weren't ready for a major reno. A tile paint in duck-egg blue
closed off by faux timber ar ‘We needed a solution we could masked the old splashback then it was
be happy with for a few vears. After the floor’s turn for a lick of the brush.
a bit of research, we decided on some Says Brooke, ‘We spent less than
cosmetic upgrades,’ says Brooke. $1500 and I don’t think vou could
“The first step was to get the daggy beat that. Until the big renovation
timber-look arches down, and fast. somewhere down the line, we're
‘We went in with hand tools and happy with the result.’
the difference it made to the house

T —— - _ was instant, opening everything up.’

Cash for DIY

PAINTING THE WAY Send us photos of your DIY project
The couple painted the cabinet for your chance to win $300 and
frames white and had a local supplier be published in Handyman. Take
powdercoat the doors. With new before and after high resolution
handles, the look began to take shape. pics, plus one of yourself, and
| - ‘Now it was the peach benchtop simply submit them online.
The freshly powdercoated doors that really stood out. I painted it with
make the dated cabinets look new. a laminate product over a weekend
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The remedy to
“WHAT SHALL WE DO?”

It's a slow, rainy weekend and then the sun breaks out. Time to hit the trail? CRV means you can grab the moment. That's because it's ready for anything
— with the power to transform from a sleek executive vehicle into the ideal weekend car — even when it's not the weekend. It's not just a metaphorical

transformation either; with one touch the Magic Seats fold away completely to create incomparable space. So what's holding you back? If it's your car,
it's time to visit Honda. Now, what shall we do today?

CRV. By Honda.
2WD from $37,900 + orc. 4WD from $46,600 + orc. Lease from $450 + GsT per month.

Resarve vaur test drive at handa ca nz/ecee call DRBOD 255 &85 (Man-Fril ar visit vaur lacal Henda aaent. Purchase arice aiven for CRY S Manual (20 and CRY M Aute (AWD. MNen maintained aperating leasa for CRA S

‘ HONDA

The Power of Dreams
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APPLIANCE CARE

I'he kitchen contains some of the most costly items In tr
home so maintain them well to keep cash in your pocket

Refrigerators

The most essential piece of equipment
in the kitchen, make sure your fridge
is running efficiently for better food
storage and to keep energy costs down.

GIVE IT ENOUGH ROOM by allowing
at least a 10mm gap at the sides and

20mm behind. If the fridge is in direct

sun, install a blind to screen it. Better
still, ventilate the fridge space to the
roof void or through outside walls.

CLEAN IT INSIDE AND OUT every four
to six months, working from the top
down and cleaning one shelf or area
at a time. Wipe the interior with a

mild detergent solution or bicarb soda.

WASH REMOVABLE SHELVES in the
sink with warm water and detergent,
but let glass shelves come to room
temperature first to avoid cracks.

CLEAR THE DRAIN HOLE at the
base of the fridge and wipe the
door seals, taking care to clear all
dirt from the grooves.

WIPE THE COILS and around the
motor every three months as dust can

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

cause the unit to run poorly. Unplug
the fridge, pull it out and use the
vacuum cleaner’s brush attachment.

KEEP IT LEVEL to make it efficient.
Raise or lower the feet or castors
using an adjustable wrench, or turn
the levelling screws with a shifter.
Use a spirit level to ensure that the
fridge is balanced.

CHECK DOOR SEALS twice a year
to keep food fresh and energy costs
down. Close the door on a sheet of
paper then try to pull the paper out.
[f there's little resistance, the seal isn't
working. Coat the flat surface with
petroleum jelly, or completely replace
a stiff or cracked seal.

Refrigerators are switched on
and running 24 hours a day, all
year long. They account for about
20% of the electricity used in the
average home, so it definitely
pays to make sure they run as
efficiently as possible.

r

Hillmark Steel Kleen Ezi-Wipes,
$9 for a 10 pack. hillmark.com.au

When you need to replace your
fridge, choose one with the highest
energy rating you can afford and
look for the energy-saving logo. The
most efficient new models can save
about two-thirds of the power used
by a 10-year-old fridge.



A well-stocked freezer isn’t just good

- news for mealtimes, it also keeps your
freezer running at maximum efficiency as
there’'s less circulating air that has to be
! cooled. Fill empty spaces with containers
- of water. They will not only improve your
- < < - . freezer's performance but also help
1m to keep the contents cold for
longer in the event of
a power cut.

e, -

-

Glass shelves love a good clean but _ —— =t y
dry them well before putting them back. \

: | PR | | | |
- I
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Stoves and rangehoods

Regular cleaning is the key, but simple
checks will also ensure that vour
oven, stovetop and rangehood are
working as efficiently as possible.

PROTECT COOKTOPS made from
glass or ceramic which are easily
damaged. Avoid abrasive cleaners
and use only smooth-bottomed pans
that won't scratch the surface.

NEVER STORE HEAVY ITEMS like
pans or canned food in the cupboards
above the cooktop. If they fall or you
drop them, they’ll damage the surface.

LOOK UNDER THE RANGEHOOD once
a month and wash the grease filter in
the top rack of the dishwasher or by
hand. Soak fabric filters in a degreasing
agent then soapy water. Some
recirculating rangehoods have

filters that can’t be cleaned, so
consult the manual first.

62 JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

A NOISY FAN may be clogged. While
the filter is off wipe inside, including
the fan blades if you can get to them,
using a general cleaner. Depending on
the type, the filter may need to be
changed every six months.

WIPE UP SPILLED FOOD promptly
with a soft cloth. If food does burn
onto the surface of the stove, spray it
with a 50/50 mix of dishwashing
liquid and water, then let it soak for
a few minutes before wiping it clean.

CLEAN BURNERS of caked-on food
by allowing it to cool then wiping off
as much as you can before turning the
heat to high to let the spill burn off.

CHECK GAS BURNERS if the flame is
orange rather than blue. Wait until
the stovetop is cool then remove the
burners, soak them in soapy water
and give them a good scrub. Clean the
individual gas jets with a paperclip

4
. A

Clean stoves transfer heat better
and are more energy efficient than
dirty ones. Take the opportunity to
clean the drip pan underneath the
stove element or gas burner
while it is removed for
cleaning or repair.

iyl —

or darning needle. Use fine wire
to clean the tiny holes where the
pipe from the pilot light connects
to the burner.

TIP If vou live by the ocean, orange
flames can be caused by salt in the air.
SET ASELF-CLEANING OVEN to its
cleaning cycle and give the oven racks

a mild ammonia bath while you

wait. Always let the cvcle
complete before opening
the oven door and

don’t use commercial
cleaners, as they can
damage the interior.




The temperature is inconsistent

Preheat an electric oven then use a thermometer to
test the accuracy of the thermostat. To recalibrate an
old oven, turn the screws behind the temperature
knobs or consult the manual for specific advice. If the
thermostat is faulty it must be replaced by a technician.

The oven door looks wonky

Staining or soot around the door can indicate it's
warped. Open the door and loosen the screws near the
corners that join the inner and outer panels. Push down
on the door, twist it from side to side then tighten the
screws. Close the door and look for gaps.

The door doesn’t close tightly

Open the door and inspect the seal clipped to
the front of the oven. Peel off a damaged, burned or
soiled seal and replace with an identical one from an
appliance parts supplier. Leave seals on self-cleaning
ovens to a professional repair technician.

Things are not cooking properly

The element may be burning out. Disconnect the
power by tripping the switch at the consumer unit, then
remove the screws that hold the element in place. Pull
out the element and have it tested with an electrical
continuity tester. If it's faulty it will need to be replaced.

The stove sides are hard to keep clean

If you have a freestanding stove, keep spills from
adjacent benchtops by installing T-shaped plastic
gaskets, available at hardware stores, slipping them
between the stove and the benchtops. When the
gaskets get soiled, wash them then reinstall.

COMPLETE
Ceramic Glass

Cooktop Care

Cerapol .
Step 1: Clean & Polish -
Thoroughly cleans ceramic glass [Eiﬁl’}j
Makes light work of spills, stains & marks ;
Guaranteed not to scratch or damage
Ceraseal .
Step 2: Seal & Protect ‘
Creates protective barrier rm
==

Shields glass from staing, abrasions
& pitting

Repels future spills for easy cleaning

Hilmark SteelKleen is recommended by leading Manufacturers including
Electrolux, Fisher & Paykel, Smeqg, Chef, Westinghouse & Bosch,

A4 For more information or to receive free
samples, visit www.hillmark.com.au or call
the Consumer Help Line on 0800 735 539.
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sult at the end of the wash cycle.
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To keep your filter clean for
longer, get into the habit of
scraping and rinsing plates
and saucepans before
putting them in the

dishwasher.

Dishwashers

Check the moving parts that can
weaken with age like the doors, spray
arms and hoses and look out for early
signs of rust and damage.

“ GIVE THE DISHWASHER A WASH
every six months, or sooner if it
starts to look grimy. Either use

a dishwasher cleaning product

or pour a cup of white vinegar

into the empty machine, unless

the manufacturer advises against
it, and run a wash cycle. Clean
the door edges and seals with
dishwashing liquid, checking they
are in good condition.
©“ CLEAR BLOCKED SPRAY HOLES that
can get clogged by food and mineral
deposits. Remove the racks, then
unwind the screws that hold the
spray tower or hubcap arm in place.

Lift off the arm, clean out the

holes with a paperclip and scrub with
white vinegar and a nail brush.
“ CLEAN THE FILTER in the base. How
often you need to do this depends on
how much vou use yvour machine and
how well you rinse the dishes.

Start by doing it weekly and
increase the time interval if you find
it doesn’t need cleaning that often.

Wash the filter under running
water, clean it with dishwashing
liquid solution and rinse thoroughly
before refitting it in the machine.

“ REPLACE HOSES before they break.
If your unit has a standard reinforced
rubber inlet hose, replace it every two
years or upgrade to a braided stainless
steel hose. Unless the new hose has
metal fittings it only needs to be
hand-tightened to be connected.

“ IF WATER WON'T DRAIN then the
strainer or filter may be blocked.

If cleaning doesn’t fix it, look for

a blockage in the drain hose.

Pull out the machine, disconnect
the hose and check that it’s clear. If
water is still not draining, the drain
pump motor probably has a fault and
a professional needs to be called in.



“| Dishes aren’t getting clean

The simplest cause is careless loading. If dishes
overlap or cutlery protrudes through the dish rack and
stops the spray arm turning, the water and detergent
can't do their job. Or the sump filter may be blocked,
leaving dirty water circulating during the rinse cycle.

7} Clean dishes are streaked with white

-~ These white streaks are mineral deposits from
hard water. Look in your manual or check with the
manufacturer about recommended methods for
softening the water in your unit.

“ 1 Glasses are left with ring marks

" This means you're using insufficient rinse aid
during the wash. Check the rinse aid level and the
setting that determines how much the machine uses
per wash, and top it up.

| Glasses are coming out sticky
. Too much rinse aid is being used and it is leaving
a deposit on glasses. Check the rinse aid level and the
setting that determines how much the machine uses
per wash, and adjust accordingly.

'The powder is not dissolving properly

" The powder may be forming lumps, leaving deposits
on dishes and in the machine. Don’t store the powder
where it can absorb water, like under the sink, and
make sure the powder hatch in the machine is dry
before use. Also give the filter and spray arm a clean.

COMPLETE
Stainless Steel Caré

SteelKleen
Stainless Steel Cleaner & Repellent

Removes fingerprints, smears, waterspots
and splatters from stainless steel

L eaves behind a protective
layer that actually repels
new marks!

[deal for all stainless steel
appliances and surfaces
iNncluding fridges, ovens
and microwave fronts,
dishwashers, rangehoods,
splashbacks and more!

Hilmark SteelKleen is recommended by leading Manufacturers including
Electrolux, Fisher & Paykel, Smeg, Chef, Westinghouse & Bosch.

For more information or to receive free
samples, visit www.hillmark.com.au or call
the Consumer Help Line on 0800 735 539,

X




BUYER'S

The Classic

With its handy strap, light
aluminium body and tactile rubber
shaft, it's easy to keep agrip on
the Arlec 7 LED Ultra Bright Torch,
$13. Conventional in shape, the
seven energy-saving LEDs that
help prolong battery life are what
separates it from the herd.
Buyitinred for a snhazzy look.
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Roaming Ray
Need a light under the car, over
the workbench or in the garage?
Grab the Arlec 24+3 LED Hand
Lamp, $8. Its 27 LEDs are located
in two places, so it can be used
as a torch or a lamp. And with
a swivel hook and magnet it can
be hung or fixed to surfaces to
illuminate any type of space.

Go To Glow

Fumbling in the dark? Keep an
Arlec 9 LED Flashlight, $8, handy for
when you get up at night. This torch
even has two magnetic points so you
can attach it to the fridge while you
get adrink. Great for all the family
with three colours available and
three AAA long-lasting
batteries supplied.

PICTURE STUART SCOTT



Switch on and be illuminated by the best and most
useful lights for day-to-aay living and DIY applications

"

Pocket Power

Good things come in small
packages, like the Arlec Ultra
Bright LED Stick Light, $é.
Waterproof and impact resistant
with a moulded pocket clip, it's
ready to tough out life in your
jeans or toolbelt. Its six white
LEDs pack a punch to light up any
indoor or outdoor project.

Use Your Noggin
Free up your hands with the Arlec
3W LED Headlight Torch, $25,
perfect for the next time you have
to go under the house or lug stuff
into the roof space. It has
an adjustable headstrap and beam,
featuring three light modes
including max, low and blinking,
for power conservation.

Bendy & Bright

Keep your peepers focused on the
page well after dark with the
Energizer Flexible Booklite, $21.
Handy for reading large books or
thick manuals, it features a wide
clip and a neck as flexible as a
yoga instructor. The super bright
Nichia LED bulb will shine on for
10 hours of battery life.
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These handy, simple-to-operate tools make the
tedious |ob of surface preparation an easy task

e
L l:'-.'h.:..

THE RIGHT TOOL
‘Often the only difference between

a good finish and a bad one is the
method of sanding,” says Handyman
deputy editor Frank Gardner.

‘Using abrasive paper with a cork
block will give satisfactory results
but selecting an appropriate sander
will provide a uniform surface and
a far superior finish.’

There are many types of sanders,
each with specific functions, ranging
from the heavyweight belt sanders
to the smaller, lighter detail sanders
for getting into tight spots.

Choosing the correct sander
for the job goes hand in hand with
selecting the right grade of abrasive
paper. We show you how to match
both to get the desired finish and
the best possible results. »

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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POWER

*ORBITAL S
SANDERS 4
An orbital sander is used for —— ‘ ;
general sanding jobs and between T o i A \ -
coats of paint or other finishes. LJZIQ ./ ‘fﬁ# ; ;

It features a flat base, called - | '

BAG

a platen, which operates with a HFﬂH;?[TLTE
circular or orbital action. It’s light | | DUST
and easy to use on plaster, timber or 4 3 COLL=ct g

previously painted surfaces.
Most are driven by a 115 to 280W

motor, with the size of the sander

base pad corresponding to a half

or third of the area of a standard

abrasive paper sheet. A one-third

sheet orbital sander is ideal for DIY.

CLAMP
RELEASE
LEVER

PAPER
CLAMPING BASE
BRACKET PAD

LOAD THE
ABRASIVE PAPER

Cut a full sheet of abrasive paper into
halves or thirds, or cut lengths off
DUST ANt rolls of standard widths, and secure
BTN T PAPER CLAMP ' to the base of the sander using the

HOLES = RELEASE " : .
W LEVER . |W  integrated clamping brackets.

TIP Some sanders also have
a hook-and-loop base to make it
easier to attach sanding sheets.
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*RANDOM
ORBITAL SANDERS

More powerful than orbital sanders,
these tools are used for fine sanding
and achieving a smooth finish or
quick surface removal.

Random orbital sanders have
a base disc that moves in a random
pattern created by rotating in an
oval loop while being simultaneously
spun in small circles.

When used with a coarse,
low-grit disc, a random orbital
sander can quickly remove paint
from timber or rust from metal,
or smooth uneven surfaces.

THE SANDER SIZE is classed as 125
or 150mm, referring to the diameter
of the sanding disc.

They range from palm-sized to
dual-handle units but for most DIY,

a 125mm sander with a 230 to 270W
motor is ideal.

Look for a model with an efficient
dust-extraction system, variable
speed control and low vibration. »

ABRASIVE
PAPER

DISC j

RUBBERISED
TOP

..-—‘H

‘ . m“ﬁ.

DUST
COLLECTION

TRIGGER

BASE
PAD

ABRASIVE PAPER

Abrasive paper discs have pressure-
sensitive adhesive or hook-and-loop
backing, and come in grits from 40 to
180. Choose a disc with a dust-hole
pattern that matches your tool.

TIP Have a range of discs with

different grits on hand before
starting a sanding job.
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DUST
COLLECTION

LEVER

RELEASE

“FRONT:
HANDLE

TENSION
ROLLER

*BELT SANDERS

Used for heavy-duty sanding, belt
sanders have more power than
finishing sanders and tackle tough
jobs like smoothing rough timber or
levelling uneven joinery.
They can be used for edging
glass, and masonry and metalwork.
Belt sanders are powered by
240V motors that drive the rollers
on which the loop of abrasive cloth
called the sanding belt is mounted.

They come in various sizes from
handheld to large bench-mounted
units. A handheld sander that takes
533 x 75mm belts provides plenty of
power for the average DlYer.

A versatile tool the trademark of the belt sander is its aggressive rate of removing material. The common belt sander can
be used for a range of jobs, but must be treated with care because of the potential risk of it damaging your workpiece.

1. TRIM DOWN TO A LINE
A common use for a belt
sander is to trim down to a
marked line, like trimming

a door to stop it sticking. If
trimming laminate, make sure
the direction of belt travel
pushes the laminate down.

Belt sanders excel at the rapid
removal of timber, making
them great for levelling and
smoothing rough boards. Start
at an angle to the grain for
aggressive levelling, then
finish with the grain.

2. LEVEL UNEVEN JOINERY

3. USE GOOD TECHNIQUE
Don’t push down on the sander,
let its weight do the work. Make
slow, smooth, overlapping
passes and let the tool go past
the end of the workpiece
without dipping. Avoid changes
in speed or direction.
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ALL ABOUT SANDING BELTS

Belts come in various sizes and
grits, surfaced with a variety of
abrasive compounds. The most
commonly used are aluminium oxide
belts in 40, 80 and 120 grit sizes.
REPLACE THE BELT by moving the
side-mounted release lever to its
open position. This eases the
spreader clamp that tensions the
belt, allowing it to removed by
sliding it sideways off the tool.
Before sliding on the new belt,
check the inside of the belt for

¢ . directional arrows and match these

L A | with the arrow on the sander-

' Many sanders have a tracking
control which is a knob or dial
near the front roller. If the new
belt starts skidding to one side,
adjust the tracking to change the

front roller angle slightly and

centre the belt. >

o
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4. AVOID GOUGING ﬁ"_ 5. TRIM AFTER SANDING 6. WATCH OUT ON PLYWOOD
A common problem is that the ) To avoid rounding over the end Belt sanders can wreck

belt can easily gouge a surface, of a board, sand the surface plywood instantly by going

as this painted panel shows. before cutting it to final length. straight through the outer

To prevent gouges, use clean, You can then safely finish skin. If you have to sand timber
new belts, avoid grits coarser sanding the surface using edging flush with plywood,

than 120 and keep the plate a palm sander with abrasive mark a pencil line to clearly

under the belt free of sawdust. pads of a finer grit. show where the plywood starts.
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* DETAIL
SANDERS

/‘l . o ey The best choice for working in tight,

: ' > = - g - = hard-to-reach areas, detail sanders

‘lu ﬁ1 NaucaucZe £\ SR are used for very fine sanding. They
- y = .-"-'r' Pt P J  differ in pad design, sanding action,

grip and variable speed.

PADS are generally attached to a

sander base that's shaped like

a clothesiron or triangle using a
FILTER o hook-and-loop system.

T Some have interchangeable
attachments or finger pads to sand
right into tight corners and crevices.

ACTION can be orbital or oscillating.

FE'ETEEHAEE? For sanders with orbital action, the
pads rotate in small circles, and are
best on finish-sanding flat surfaces.

An oscillating action rocks
the pad forward and backward in
ashort arc, and is best on flat
surfaces and mouldings.
VARIABLE SPEED is a useful feature
that many models offer. Setting the
sander on high speed can remove
a lot of material quickly, while slow
speed offers more control.
GRIP is usually one of two designs,
either palm or barrel. Choose the
one which is most comfortable by
. g : shape and weight. Sanders with
_émﬁiﬂh__-f._ M . palm grips have an orbital action.

POWER
SWITCH

T

DUAL-AREA
BASE PAD

-

S DETMI(.ASANDER

.ﬁﬁhﬁm}"

-

il =%

LOAD THE

ABRASIVE PAPER

On most detail sanders, the base
features a hook-and-loop surface
B to attach the abrasive paper. To
Hﬁﬂgﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂp Wk il replace a sanding pad, simply
peel the worn abrasive paper off
the hook-and-loop surface of the

sander base then align the new
pad and push to secure.
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BARREL
GRIP

POWER
SWITCH

N

BATTERY
PORT

ABRASIVE PAPER

Abrasive paper, commonly called
sandpaper, comes in a huge range

of different backings, adhesives,
grits and anti-loading features.

TIP Begin a sanding job with a coarse
BASE low-grit abrasive, working your way

L up to higher, finer grits progressively.
* CORDLESS DETAIL SANDERS 40-60 Coarse
Used for paint and rust removal, Some models have battery 80-120 Medium
cleaning, polishing, coarse, light charge level indicators and 150-180 Fine
and finish sanding, cordless supply up to 18V of power. 220-240Very fine
detail sanders feature Li-lon Cordless detail sanders are 280-320 Extra fine
battery systems that supply invaluable when mains power is 360-600 Super fine
power with no self-discharge not available or in spaces where ” —
T

and no memory effect. a cord would be cumbersome. ,-}! Y

¥
. i

o

" "
-
o -
= .
&
-
9

DUST EXTRACTION
Some detail sanders have dust-sealed
switches to maximise tool longevity
while others have integrated dust
removal systems. These suck sanding
dust directly from the pad into a filter
box or bag at the rear of the tool.

TIP Always wear breathing protection
when sanding timber, plywood, MDF
or a painted surface. >

PICTURE |TOP RIGHT] THINKSTOCK

DUAL-AREA
BASE PAD
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SANDER BUYING GUIDE

Stock your toolbox with a range of sanders capable of everything from heavy-duty stripping to fine finishing, and
you'll save heaps of time by not having to do all that sanding by hand, no matter what project you're working on.

DETAIL SANDERS

As the lightweights of the sanding family, they feature a base pad that moves at high speed but are designed to only
remove a small amount of material. This allows them to be used for precise sanding without the risk of damaging the
workpiece. They are perfect for small projects and are unbeatable at getting into tight, hard-to-reach places.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

Hook-and-loop paper fitment Features interchangeable triangular Dual-area sanding base for
for fast and easy changes and or sheet bases and fold-out finger optimum abrasive paper use,
a dust-sealed switch to keep out pad for fine detail sanding in corners and microfilter box for dust
dust and maximise tool life. and tight areas. extraction and clean working.
Ozito 125W Detail Sander, Ryobi 180W 3 in 1 Multipad Sander, Bosch 160W Multi Sander,

$40. ozito.co.nz $99. ryobi.co.nz %110. bosch-do-it.co.nz

ORBITAL SANDERS

These are the original rectangular-shaped power sanders that have been around for about 60 years. Sometimes
called sheet or vibrating sanders, they are used with either half or one-third of a standard abrasive sheet. They're
easy to use but do tend to leave small fine circles on the surface that is being sanded.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

Handy DIY tool with dual-fan air Powerful tool with an integrated Efficient microfilter system for clean
extraction, producing a cleaner work dust-removal system, and a variable working and fast sanding. Powerful
environment, and lock-on switch for speed and alloy baseplate for motor with electronic stroke-rate
easy control and operation. true flat sanding. setting for a good quality finish.

Ozito 150W "3 Sheet Orbital Sander, $40. Ryobi 280W Vs Sheet Sander, $70. Bosch 250W "2 Sheet Orbital Sander, $99.
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RANDOM ORBITAL SANDERS

These sanders are modern, refined and versatile, with top-of-the-range models being far more expensive than
their orbital counterparts. They require special sanding discs and combine an orbital action with a rotary one,
overcoming the problem of leaving visible sanding marks as orbital sanders tend to do.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

Designed for fast material removal Micro hook-and-loop type paper A powerful motor produces 200

with an ergonomic palm grip for attachment for fast changes orbits per second with low vibration.
comfort and hook-and-loop paper and variable speed control for The rubberised top and body give
fitment for fast paper changes. surface-specific sanding. improved comfort and control.

Ozito 125mm 230W Random Bosch 125mm 270W Universal Makita 125mm 300W Random Orbital
Orbital Sander, $40. Random Orbital Sander, $143. Sander, $219. makita.co.nz

SELT SANDERS

Designed primarily for the fast remaoval of large amounts of material, these are the tools at the heavy-duty end
of the sander spectrum. The belt sander is usually used in line with the grain to avoid visible scratches across the
grain pattern. Belts are either 75 or 100mm wide to match the sander size.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

Ample power for fast removal of Adjustable front handle for better A robust sander with fine adjustment
material with adjustable front control and comfort, and cyclonic tracking to maintain belt tension.
handle and small front roller for action dust box for efficient dust Extended roller and low-profile nose
close-up sanding to vertical edges. removal and clean working. allow sanding in confined spots.
Ozito Belt Sander 800W, $48. Ryobi 800W Belt Sander, $129. Makita 850W Belt Sander, $529.
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HOW TO

SHARPEN HAND TOOLS

Maintain cutting tools to extend the life of your equipment

ne cause of disease affecting
garden plants that is often
overlooked is blunt tools,
as dull blades make rough cuts that
tend to invite infection.
Cleanliness is important for
tool life as well as for plant health, so
remove dirt from tools after working
in the garden by using warm, soapy
water to wash away any residue that
might spread disease.
When dry, wipe the tools with
a rag moistened with a little vegetable
oil to prevent rust.

HONE WITH STONE

Secateurs come in two blade styles,
bypass and anvil.
BYPASS SECATEURS have a single
sharp, curved blade that cuts against
a thicker hook. This type is useful for
making small, neat cuts.
ANVIL SECATEURS have a blade
sharpened on both sides that cuts
against a flat surface, like a kitchen
knife against a chopping board. These
are best for making larger cuts.
Using a fine sharpening stone is
a simple way to maintain these tools.
Moisten the stone with water and,
starting at the base of the blade, rub
the stone to the tip with slight
downward pressure and even strokes.
Avoid sawing the stone or rubbing
it back and forth as this will risk
damaging the blade.
TIP The stone can be used on the
cutting edges of hoes, spades, hedge
trimmers, scissors and knives.

GRIND THE AXE

A blunt axe creates twice the work.

To sharpen the blade with a bench

grinder, start the grinder and when

it’s up to speed, lightly drag the

cutting edge of the axe against

the grinding face in a smooth motion.
Use continuous strokes, never stop

in the middle of the blade and ensure

the entire edge receives a gentle grind.
Repeat until the first side is cleanly

profiled then grind the other side.

TIP Wear safety glasses and safety

gear when operating a bench grinder.

Revive a chalnsaw

The woodchip from a chainsaw
should have a rough texture.
You'll know the teeth on the
chain need sharpening when it
begins to spit out fine dust.

A bench-mounted chain
sharpener revives the blade. Mount
it on a secure surface, then adjust
the angle of the cut, the chain or
tooth stop, and the depth.

Slowly lower the
grinding disc to make
contact with
the front face
of the tooth.

Rotate the
guide clamp and
slide the chain to
the next cutting
edge. Repeat on
the opposite side.

Sharpen an axe with a Ryobi 150mm
Bench Grinder, $89.

Bench-mounted
Dzito Chain
Sharpener, $84.
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CLADDING
MADE EASY

Upgrade the exteri

WORDS FRANK GARDNER

imber weatherboards have
I stood the test of time but
advances in technology have
resulted in greater choices when it
comes to cladding vour home.

Modern alternatives can be made
from reconstituted hardwood or fibre
cement (FC) comprised of cement,
finely ground silica, cellulose fibres and
water. Some products have interlocking
edges to make DIY installation easier.

The method for cladding a home
using FC planks is much the same as
when using natural timber boards.

N@TAR.  OVERLAP ' 4
| R :_. k: '1_..‘:_I:i
.1*-" : Ili ': !

Secure the sarking

Mark stud locations at the top and
base of the walls, then wrap the walls
in sarking, working with a partner to
keep it stretched and taut. Attach the
base layer first, overlapping it with
subsequent layers, and secure using
a staple gun or special metal fasteners.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman

or with a modern
DIY alternative to timber boards

SHEETS AND PLANKS

Fibre cement cladding in sheet and
plank form is low maintenance, suited
to any climate and a top choice for
bushfire areas as it is non-combustible.
Planks with similar proportions to
weatherboards are sold in smooth,
woodgrain or rusticated finishes. To
calculate how many you need, multiply
the number of courses by the wall
length then divide by the plank length.
TIP To find the number of courses,
remember to use the actual coverage
of each board, not its total width. »

Make storey rods

Cut two lengths of 42 x 19mm
timber to match the wall height.
Calculate the cladding setout and
transfer the intervals to the storey
rods, marking where the top of each
plank is located. Square lines around
the rods at these heights.

BUILDING

SOLUTIONS ;

STOREY
ROD ———p

Lay out the cladding

Use a spirit level to establish
a baseline around the perimeter.
Set out one wall at a time, securing
a storey rod at each corner, aligned
with the baseline. Set stringlines or
flick a chalkline to show the finished
height for each course.




SARKING

STARTER
STRIP

Secure a starter strip

Attach a metal foot mould or
starter strip to the baseplate of the
wall to ensure the first row of planks
are Kicked out to the correct angle.
The starter strip should be continuous
around the perimeter and should
overhang the foundations by 50mm.

- p—

James Hardie Scyon Lineaboards look and install |
like traditional weatherboards but are more

“durable and low maintenance. jameshardie.co.nz

Attach the boards

Position the first row of planks on
top of the starter strip, beginning at
an external corner. Secure the base
edge of the plank to each stud through
the starter strip, keeping the plank
level. Continue attaching subsequent
rows but do not secure the corners.

Cut around windows

To accommodate the base and top
of any windows, make a cutout wide
enough to leave Smm clearance at the
sides, head and sill, keeping the planks
as close to a full width as possible.
TIP Windows wider than 1800mm
should have a joint at each corner.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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INSTALL SHEET PANELS

Sheet cladding has a long history as
a housing construction material.

The predecessor of today’s more
advanced FC sheets was traditional
fibro, which was phased out due to
asbestos-related health risks.

In recent years, sheet cladding
has undergone a revival due to
new production methods, efficient
installation techniques and a range
of finishing options.

Reconstituted hardwood sheeting
is the alternative to using FC planks.

For a strong and durable product
that is easy to install, Weathergroove
sheeting from Weathertex costs from
$115 for a 2440 x 1196mm panel
(weathertex.co.nz).

The panels feature
self-locking edges,
an innovation that
eliminates the need | _
for panels to i g s ¢
be joined over 610 b 0 ol L
a framing stud.

The joints
are waterproofed
with a polyurethane
sealant and finished
with corners made from
aluminium channel
for a neat look.

Panels of sheet cladding create a
modern look and are very effective
for making a new addition blend in.

e
METAL &<

FASTENERS
CORNER

SQUARE ——
CUT EDGE

-
Attach the sarking Set the corner channels Apply sealant and secure ;
Mark the stud locations at Establish a level baseline 20mm Cut the panel edge to sit in the §

the top and base of the wall then below the baseplate of the frame. corner strip, securing with 50 x 2.8mm E

cover the framing with wall sarking Position the aluminium corner strip galvanised nails. Secure at 150mm d—g

material. Working from the base and check for plumb with a spirit level,  centres to the studs and plates nearest i

upwards, overlap each previous securing to the corner studs using the edges and at 300mm elsewhere. ﬁ

sheet of sarking, securing it to the galvanised flathead nails through the Apply flexible sealant to back vertical g

framing with metal fasteners. inside flashing wing of the strip. edges before locking panels together. 5
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MULTI-TOOL ACCESSORIES

BEST IN BLADES | BETTER RESULTS

FCBOARD LAYOUT

INSULATION chL

SARKING ] o The Longreach blade
i 2" 32mm wide and a reach of 67mm long, this

blade goes the distance thanks to the

heat treated hard pointed teeth

035HCT

“The Fang” Blade

35mm wide and only 0.8mm thick

: with heat treated teeth, the

DAMPCOURSE — SMART Piranha blade cuts
- timber like no other.

STANDARD 044BMT 44mm wide Bi-metal Blade

T “Nail Buster Extreme” y
— ‘j 50mm FOUNDATION Suitable for timber with nails, N - 3

il O aamas non ferrous metals,
'\ ; . 54mm depth of cut. N

.k STARTER 100mm MINIMUM Why is Titanium coating so good?
FOUNDATION STRIP RN AR SR It is designed to reduce friction which reduces the heat build-up

during the cutting process, significantly increasing the life of the
| blade. This even makes the New Nail Buster Extreme Gold blade

capable of cutting deck screws, an application not ,
possible with any other brand of blade. Available af

uitable for timber with nails, non BUI\"\"'\'GS
fser:ﬂ n:zrtals, meam:n ;)f cut.

INSULATION

INTERIOR
LINING ""\-..*f

DAMPCOURSE -

<+ Get more online

Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/mag
for Patching A Hole In Fibre Cement.

FINISHING ACCESSORIES BOARD

Join FC boards with specialised fittings and finish
corners using preformed aluminium.

PREFORMED
EXTERNAL
CORNER

AGGRESSIVE PAINT UNDER CUTTING CUTTING PLASTER &
REMOVAL DOOR JAMBS CORNICE

THE SMART® ADVANTAGE
® The most universal fitting blades in the world....

JOIN THE PLANKS usin FINISH THE CORNERS b :
a metal soaker or PVC : butting the plank ends 5" The new SMTX shanks suits all the common I!mnds
joining strip if they can’t against a timber end stop, MG. wIRYOE! Emh Emmi.m IiFein
be attached directly to or use an internal or Makita Micon EMilwaukee 0zito
o S MPredator Rockwell EIWorx E E
a stud, fitting the ends external aluminium
of the planks into the corner piece for a neat, ® Made in the USA, top quality and with SMART - .
sides of the joiner. weatherproof finish. our blades are guarranteed against breakage. -_,-.-
® Blade range like no other with over 30 options
s0 you get the right blade for the job. E

I Go to WWW.SMART-TOOLGROUP.COM to locate your nearest dealer.
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& SHED

The old cedar weatherboards
on this shed were starting to
split and fall off, exposing
the framework to the elements.

Not only unsightly, the damaged
boards also posed a risk of serious
structural damage. Exterior surfaces
need to be in good condition and
have a suitably impervious finish
to protect the studs and insulation
from rain and sun.

Sometimes, minor damage can
be repaired using two-part timber
filler or by replacing a section of

-“\lq."

d

Th: ﬁd cedar‘huards had weath;erad n
PUL, exposing the sarking in places

e VIVAL

GIve a rundown shack new cladding
to turn it Into a smart workshop

PROJECT LEE DASHIELL MAIN PICTURE GEOFF BECK

board, but if the cladding is badly
compromised then it will need
to be replaced entirely.

The sarking on this shed was still
in good condition so it was decided
to remove the cladding and simply
secure new primed weatherboards
directly in place of the old ones.

For a job like this the first step is
to use a pry bar to lever off the boards,
working your way down from the top.

BUYING NEW BOARDS

To calculate the total area of wall
to be covered, multiply the length
by the height of each wall to obtain
the number of square metres.

Then multiply the length by
the height of each window and door
and deduct the total area of the
openings from the wall area.

Take the measurements to your
cladding supplier, tell them which

profile yvou prefer and they will
calculate the total linear metres

vou need, allowing for wastage.

The boards used for this project
were primed pine, which comes in five
metre lengths at about $16 a metre,
from Bunnings (bunnings.co.nz). »
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CLAD
A TIMBER
SHED

Measure the boards
Measure the length that must be
covered by the first row then square
a cut line across the board. If the
distance is longer than one board, cut
two boards so the joint between them
is located over the centre of a stud,
staggering the joints over different
studs on consecutive rows.
- 8 ..'
. CORNER ‘=4 ¢

.
18s] Rald 8%y
! ae
L]

j HiLdes

-

L

g

2= vANISED [HRTENNES
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Secure the next rows

Position the next board over the
top of the first to establish the overlap
so the fasteners are hidden. Mark
the top on the studs then keep
marking to the top of the studs at
intervals, indicating the effective
coverage of the boards, and secure the
next boards with galvanised nails.
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Cut and sand the boards

Use a circular saw or sliding
compound mitresaw to cut the boards
to length, sanding the cut ends using
a sanding sponge to remove splinters.
TIP Instead of cutting all the boards
at once, it is better to measure and
cut as you go to correct for any slight
variations in length.
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Clad around windows

To make the weatherboard
immediately above or below the
window fit snugly against the frame,
mark the required cutout. Cut the
board using a jigsaw, working back
into the corners for sharp 90 angles,
then apply primer to the cut edge
of the timber before securing.
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SPIRIT LEVEL

BASE ROW

Attach the first row

Position the first weatherboard
or row of boards to overlap any
brickwork at the base of the wall,
temporarily securing with two nails,
then use a spirit level to check the
board is level and adjust as needed.
Secure nails through the top of the
board into the studs.

Use a brush to apply primer
to any exposed cut edges of the
weatherboards, leave to dry, then
mask around the window frames
and door frames with painter’s tape.
Use a brush to apply at least two
coats of UV-resistant exterior acrvlic
to the weatherboards. »



Tough like us.

Made for New Zealand.
A pristine look that lasts.
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Scyon® Axon® Panel Advanced Material

Scyon® Axon® Panel is a vertically grooved panel with a 133mm
or 400mm wide groove pattern that looks sharp and uniform.
Pre-primed and easy to install, Scyon® Axon® Panel is a pristine

A Q@

Advanced Made In Nz Certified Sustainable Technical
Material & Tested Support

The designer

says
L . A design alternative to traditional
> . vertical features and the option of brad

nailing alsc minimises visual
interruptions. James Hardie provides
me with a great online technical &
design resource via ACCEL.co.nz. It
gives me the confidence to design with
the range of Scyon products.

-
-

”" Ask James Hardie™

y Call 0800 808 868
TOUGH & BY NATURE WWW.SCYON.CO.NZ

Made from an advanced lightweight cement composite with
heavy duty performance, Scyon® Axon® Panel is resistant to
damage from fire, moisture and rot'. It is also easy to cut and
gun-nailable.

O 9 OaT

Fire Darmage Easy To Cut Gun-Mailable
Resistant F{esm’[aﬂ‘r Resistant

(; a The builder

o says _

9 The stepped shiplap on the long
o edges of the panel allows sheets to
be easily installed. It's pre-primed for
fast paint application. The product is
backed by great customer service &
technical support to ensure |
complete the projecton time. ltis a

product that | trust to build with.

James Hardie

a smarter way "

&
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CARE AND MAINTENANCE

Keep your new cladding in tiptop
condition by regularly taking the time
to perform these minor jobs.
EXAMINE THE BOARDS once a vear,
using a screwdriver or an awl to prod
any spots on the boards that show
signs of rot and determine the depth
of the damage. Scrape away decayed
timber and fill the cavity with two-part
filler such as Turbo Builder's Bog.
WASH THE CLADDING every spring or
summer by wetting the boards with

a garden hose then scrubbing off the
dirt using a long-handled brush.
BLAST OFF TOUGH STAINS if the
timber is very dirty using a pressure
washer. You can also mix together
one litre of household bleach and
70ml of detergent in three litres of
warm water and use it to scrub the
boards, rinsing off with a garden hose.
REPAIR SPLITS as soon as you spot
them in any boards to prevent water
from seeping in. Gently lever the split
open with a putty knife and if it is

FOUR WAYS TO SECURE BOARDS

Repair splits using exterior adl
to prevent the split opening
further along the grain.

wide enough, tap a thin timber
wedge under the base edge of the
damaged board to keep the inside of
the split exposed.

Apply exterior PVA adhesive along
the edge of the split then remove the
wedge and push the board back in
position, wiping off excess adhesive.,
TIP Use duct tape to hold the repair
together while the adhesive dries.

Turbo Builder’s Bog,
$17 for 500g. chemspec.co.nz

There are several ways to nail boards in position when installing timber cladding, but the framework behind them
usually consists of timber studs wrapped in waterproof sarking secured using specialty metal fasteners or simply
stapled to the framework of the wall. Here are four methods for securing boards to a timber framework.

SINGLE FIXED =

These boards are
secured by nails driven
through their faces at
the base and just above
the top of the board
below. The nail should
not pass through the
board beneath.
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A neat solution, hidden
nailing is when boards
are nailed at the top
edge, so that the nail is
covered by the board
above. This method is
only recommended for
narrow boards.

HIDDEN NAIL

These types of boards
interlock to create

a flat panel. Each
tongue-and-groove
board is secret nailed
by securing a nail down
at an angle through the
top edge of the tongue.

Positioned flat against
the wall, shiplap boards
have a notched base
edge that fits over the
board below. Nail the
boards 20mm above the
notch to lap it tightly to
the board below.
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Handyman
BUYER’S GUIDE

Take the DIY option for your home improvement
projects by choosing the best tools and equipment
from our market round-up

i ONEER3

WELCOME TO THE

TEAM

INTRODUCING

18V ONE+
MULTI-TOOL

RMT 1801

«iLithium
1£-14

Workshop vacuum
cleaners for
every purpose. makes a difference

A CUT ABOVE. 7
www.ryobi.co.nz/oneplus

T

= www.karcher.l:;.nr.:, £ - 0800 KARCHER
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or email kerry@hawkhurst.co.nz or maree@hawkhurst.co.nz
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- Love carpet-like grass:
A ]

o 2 TR L
e T l - — o
ot ry grass-like carpet. S
B A house is not a home without... a nice Lawndale Artificial Grass Carpet T — .':r anr
gaged stretch of nicely manicured lawn. has a refreshing and pleasant life-like _
ik Here's a delightful way youcan bring =~ appearance, and is economical, - =4
& ":-_”"-L the great appearance of grass, and the hardwearing, easy to cut, shape and AFTER SANIFLO L :

,;" ,L; pleasure of walking on it, indoors as lay, and easy to clean.

Y Vel as out. _ [reat your home or garden to the Saniflo has a sophisticated, state-of-the-art plumbing solution that
e Windsor Carpets Lawndale Artificial = carpet that's like grass - Lawndale : : - .
Ak s o S s : allows you to situate your brand new bathroom in locations too hard
& = Grass Carpet works beautifully laid on | Artificial Grass manufactured in _ 3 g : LEre i
_.:_,;:{ indoor and outdoor decking, inside New Zealand by Windsor Carpets Ltd or expensive to piUI'ﬂb using traditional [EChﬂI{lUEE- Saniflo’s quiet,
g & conservatories, around swimmingand | for New Zealand conditions, very state-of-the-art, concealable macerator pump system transports
SE®  spapools, or justin the backyard to high UV content. waste water up to 5 metres vertically or up to 100 metres horizontally

: s yourselt hours of regular watering, Available Irfml Huu!ﬁng.u in _ - easily reaching your nearest plumbing mains.
R mowing and maintenance. Lawngreen, Silver, Beige and Olive,

For more information
call 1300554779

or visit saniflo.co.nz
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Best technology - Best results snginesred bamboo composiie

An 1SO 9001 Certified Company

IT 'PATC

PERMANENT REPAIR FOR POTHOLE AND ASPHALT
REINSTALLMENT IN ROADS, CARPARKS AND DRIVEWAYS

BIT PATCH

RRP $45 CeeveT!

20kg Bags

Availoble ot

BUNN INGS

www.cemix.co.nz 0800 ASK CEMIX
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Perfect Piné P_anels

Porta panels are perfect for DIY projects such
as making a coffee table, blanket box or shelving.
They are edge laminated for extra strength and
stability. Machine sanded and ready to paint
or stain, Porta panels are manufactured from
premium quality, clear grade pine sourced from
sustainable plantations. They are available 300,
450 or 600mm wide and 14 or 19mm thick. RGN
For more information, visit www.porta.co.nz

2UNNINGS

portamouldings oSS
. = =

WWW.MAKITA.CO.NZ

Hart 200z Curve
Claw Hammer

180° Side Nail Pull
|-Beam Design
Magnetic Nail Set
Anti-vibration Handle
Angled Smooth Face
Thumb Detent

Side Strike

Available ot

from [ittte f'rfifir‘gni’, 5{; ﬁrkﬁd’ ¢ﬁﬂﬂ{f

Earthworms recycle organic material and return the nutrients to the
earth, ennching it and helping create new soil. Compost worms
can consume up to 30% of your household rubbish, which they
turn into rich castings. This WormsRus worm bin will take 7-10
itres of scrap fruit and vegetables a week (no citrus or meat) and is

More powerful - 320W
Soft-start and constant torque, maintains power under extreme loads

Works more efficiently, faster, quieter, with lower vibrations

Highest operating efficiency in class - up to 20,000 opm
360° fully rotating multi-angle blade setting to access tight spaces

Uses OIS system of attachments

Comes with Segment Blade, Plunge
Cut Blade, Universal Adaptor, =

Sanding Pad, Paper Grit 80, 120, 180 I’ ‘ ! LT

ideal for small to medium sized families. Just put it in a shady spot,
add water each week, and the worms do the rest. You can tap into
a ready supply of rich liquid fertiliser, and the worm castings can be
tilled into your soil. Brilliant!

For more information go to www.wormsrus.co.nz

phone 0508 9677 - info@wormsrus.co.nz




“Get a few D.L.Y.
tips of the trade
from our experts”

With D.1.Y. workshops, useful in-store guides or
online how-to’s, plus experts on hand in-store,
there are heaps of ways you can get the advice
you need for your project.

TROY,
TEAM MEMBER

e Free in-store workshops
e ””f”‘* Bunnings Warehouses hold free D.1.Y. workshops every weekend on a

wide range of home improvement projects. This month, get hints and tips
on everything from kitchen, bathroom and laundry D.L.Y. to sustainability

— solutions. Plus we have special school holiday workshops to help keep the kids
o i s 1 entertained. Contact your local store for details.

In-store advice, easy repair
Sand | —Elg and maintenance guides

Toor /g e Need some fix-it advice? You'll find home upkeep simple

o :“:— _ with helpful tips and advice from our in-store experts.
e Ealle Plus, we've got handy D.LY. brochures in-store or you
BRROCHURES can download one at bunnings.co.nz.
1 ® § Perfect your projects with online guides
| e ' We've got a wide range of helpful videos, calculators and planners available at
| | bunnings.co.nz They're full of expert tips and cover everything from painting
T; _l* I to choosing the right tool for the job.
alle il o

To find all the information you need for your next D.1.Y. project,
visit bunnings.co.nz.

ZUNNINGS Sl

\M(II'&hOUSe BEGINNING . . .



The small flowers of daphne are pretty but
the real appeal lies in its lovely fragrance.

JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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WOKDS JECCA BLAKE

amed for its intense rose-citrus
F perfume, Daphne odora flowers in

winter and spring, filling the air
with its delightful fragrance. The waxy
star-shaped flowers bloom in tight
clusters amid leathery dark green leaves.

This evergreen woodland shrub is
fairly slow growing and does best in
cool to temperate climates. Daphne
doesn't like its roots being disturbed,
so avoid installing anything around
the base of the plant.

Daphne tolerates light frosts and
grows to about one metre high and
wide. As the flowers offer fragrance
but little visual impact, plant near
other evergreen flowering shrubs or
groundcovers like hellebores for colour.

If you have kids, remove the bright
red berries as they're poisonous and
wear gloves to trim the plant because
some people are sensitive to the sap.
TIP The bitter taste of the berries
discourages animals from grazing. ~

~ CLONEX
R0OTING HORMONE Gl

l

Yates Clonex Rooting Hormone Gel,
$23 for 50ml. yates.co.nz

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

| Striking new plants

One whiff of daphne’s dainty scent is all it takes to
fall head over heels for this cool-weather bloom

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Propagate daphne from healthy stem cuttings in December. Allow six to eight
weeks for roots to develop before gently tugging at the cuttings to check them.

¢} TAKE CUTTINGS about 100mm
long from a healthy, well-watered
plant using sharp, sterilised
secateurs. Make each cut beneath
a node, choosing vigorous growth
near the tips of the plant.

() SCRAPE BACK a 20mm section

of bark at the base of the stem using
secateurs then trim the lower leaves
and the soft growth from the top,
keeping a pair of leaves. Daub the
base of the stem with hormone gel.

.....................................

f
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HORMONE / DIBBER

POWDER

©) MAKE HOLES to 40mm deep in
potting mix using a dibber, position
the cuttings and water gently, then
move the pot to a shady spot. Cut the
bases from plastic bottles to use as
mini-greenhouses for the cuttings.

--------------------------------------
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IN THE GARDEN

Use this easy-to-follow planting
and maintenance guide to grow
healthy daphne at home.
POSITION daphne in moist, rich,
well-drained soil in a spot that
gets morning sun, part shade or
all-day winter sun and provides
shelter from strong winds.

PLANT with care, ensuring you
don't damage the roots when vou
take the plant from the pot. Don't
tease the roots out before planting.

If your soil is heavy or has clay
subsoil, plant daphne into an elevated
mound, as good drainage is essential.
CARE for plants by feeding with
a slow-release fertiliser in early spring
and spray with a weak foliar fertiliser
every two weeks during the growing
season. Potted plants need fertilising
more than those in the ground,
which can often do without.

WATER regularly but check the
moisture level in the soil with your
finger first so as not to over or under
water the plant. Cut back water

a little in summer for more blooms.

Daphne likes damp, not wet,
soil and tolerates short periods of
drought much better than wet feet.
MULCH plants with a 70 to 100mm
layer of well-rotted organic material
to keep roots cool.

Keep mulch away from the stem
to avoid any rot problems.

PRUNE lightly, just clipping flowers for
indoors, or trim when blooms finish
in spring and cut back any wayward
growth to keep the plant’s shape.
WATCH FOR root rot from over watering
and poor drainage, which can Kill the
plant. Let daphne drv out slightly
between waterings or, if drainage is
poor, plant in a raised bed.

Yellow leaves can be a sign of
magnesium deficiency. Correct by
spraving the plant with 20g of Epsom
salts mixed with one litre of water.

Aphids and scale can attack the
plant and lead to sooty mould. Hose or
scrape off offenders and check leaves
regularly so numbers don't build up.
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Pick small bunches of
daphne for indoors, as the
scent is intensified by warmth.

CONTAINER GROWING

Daphne can be grown in a pot but
choose a large container with room for
root growth as it doesn’t like being
repotted. Use a good quality potting
mix with water crystals and fertiliser.
Move the plant into the shade over
summer, or keep the water up during
hot, dry periods as potting mix will
dry out more than garden soil.
TIP Position flowering potted daphne
near windows and doors so the
perfume can be enjoved.

McGregor's Plantmax Controlled Release
Fertiliser, $10 for 400g. mcgregors.co.nz

Beware the berries

Daphne’s red berry-Llike fruit
is highly poisonous if eaten,
although the plant will rarely
produce berries after flowering.
If you notice berries growing
on daphne plants, remove them
straight away, especially if there
are small children around.
In the case of berries actually
being ingested, seek medical
attention immediately.

---------------------------------
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Daphne has pink or white flowers, with some that open pink before fading with time. The leathery leaves can
be completely green, or have cream or white margins. The variegated leaf forms add colour year-round.

With masses of fragrant pink flowers
in winter and early spring this plant
has a medium growth rate, reaching
to a height of about 1000mm. It likes
a spot in part shade in moist but
well-drained soil. Shelter from hot
midday sun and drying winds.

This new daphne is tougher than
the old cultivars and spot-flowers
throughout the year after the first
flush in winter. It has a compact

growth habit, just 600mm high, and
is heat, frost and dry tolerant. It will

also cope with alkaline soils.

Featuring cream or white flowers
with a rich fragrance, alba is best
in a spot with dappled light and
prefers acidic soil. Its low and
compact growth habit makes it
particularly good for pots, where
it will flower over many weeks.

worth of
Bunnings vouchers

Create your

™ dream home

Find out how at handyman.net.au/mag




BROAD BEANS

ARE BACK

WORDS JECCA BLAKE ’

-

One of the true tastes of spring,
broad beans are ready to pick when
the pods look swollen and glossy.

28 JULY 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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This traditional pod vegetable Is staging a gourmet
comeback so get on the broad bean bandwagon

road beans are easy to grow in
B the vegie patch and simple to

prepare but many of us are only
familiar with the frozen variety.

Also called fava beans, broad
beans are part of the legume family
and high in both protein and fibre.

Growing through winter to crop
lavishly in spring, they are easy to
cultivate anywhere in New Zealand.

They withstand frosts once
established, though in frost-prone
areas it’s best to sow them in autumn
or wait until spring.

Beautiful black and white flowers
appear on the plant stems in winter
and spring, or to really brighten up

the vegie patch go for the bold,
crimson-flowered variety.

They can take months between
flowering and podding, so it’s best
to sow and grow successive crops to
keep the harvest going.

Broad beans enrich the soil with
nitrogen. They are ideal to use as part
of a crop-rotation system as vou'll
need less fertiliser for future crops.

Cut down healthy stems as soon
as you finish harvesting the pods,
chop them with a spade, then dig
the stems and the roots into the soil.

Baby broad beans can be eaten
whole, pods and all. Young broad
beans can be eaten straight from the

pod, but develop a tough skin as they
age and need to be double shelled.

To do this, peel open the pod
and remove the beans then blanch
them for one minute in boiling salty
water. Drain then plunge them into
iced water for five minutes.

You can freeze them at this point
for later, or peel them again for eating
now. Slit the grey-green outer skin at
the dimpled end with your thumbnail
then squeeze out the bean inside.

Use them in salads or mash
them to make a dip. They keep for
about a week after picking.

TIP When steamed, the voung leaves
have a spinach-like flavour. ~

CHOOSING A VARIETY |

COLES EARLY DWARF

“ Grows to about 1500mm tall
" Heavy cropper, full of flavour
“ Withstands wind well

“ Pods are about 130mm long

EARLY LONG POD

I ‘\ "

% Good all-round variety
" High pod yield

% Very tasty beans

“ Pods up to 300mm long

CRIMSON FIJQHF.‘EREE

i

" Pest-resistant heritage seed
“ Fragrant red flowers

“ Abundant light green beans
“ Withstands wind well

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013
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IN THE VEGIE PATCH

Most garden soils are suitable for
growing broad beans as long as there
is good drainage.

Add dolomite or lime to acidic
soil a month before sowing and
choose a position in full sun with
shelter from strong winds.

SOW SEEDS in the garden about
60mm deep and spaced about
150 to 250mm apart.

Avoid sowing during wet weather
as the seeds are prone to rot and do
not plant where any beans or peas
were grown last year.

WATER REGULARLY when the flowers
appear and spread an organic mulch
around seedlings to retain moisture.

Keep the bed free of weeds and
add potash to encourage plenty of
flowering and pod development,
but no nitrogen as this will just
encourage leaves, not pods.
SUPPORT PLANTS as they grow taller
with stakes and twine or bamboo
obelisks. The pods are heavy, so tie up
plants before they start cropping.
HARVEST CROPS as they mature
from 12 to 22 weeks after sowing.
Pick frequently to encourage more
pod production.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AT
The pea like flowers of Broad beans
add colour to theWegie patch.

WATCH FOR fungal diseases like rust
and chocolate spot. These both start
as brown spots on the leaves, but the
rust is redder, and spread quickly,
especially in humid conditions.

Remove infected plants, make
sure the plants have good airflow
and avoid overhead watering.

Aphids like to feed on the new
growth, so pinch out the growing tips
to remove the tender leaves they eat.
TIP Grow broad beans with dill,
parsley, carrot and potato.

J

Orca 900mm GardenAce

Expanding Bamboo Obelisk, $10,
from Newfield Group. newfield.co.nz

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

. Growing in a container

Broad beans can be grown in a pot if you are short on space or if the sunniest position in your outdoor area is a deck

\_ POTTING S
"~ MIX

) FILL A LARGE POT with a good
quality potting mix for growing
vegetables and gently firm down.
TIP Cover the drainage holes with
shadecloth to stop the mix washing
out when the plant is watered.

-------------------------------------
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) ADD SUPPORT by pressing an
expandable bamboo obelisk into the
mix, then sow seeds around the legs
of the obelisk spaced 150mm apart.
TIP You can also tie bamboo or garden
stakes into a teepee shape.

©) TIE THE STEMS onto the obelisk
as the plants grow, using adjustable
wire ties or nylon stockings. Thin
out seedlings if the pot gets crowded
and allow the potting mix to dry out
between waterings.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Broad bean, artichoke
and spinach pasta

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME 25 mins
SERVES 4

INGREDIENTS

2 Tbhsp olive oil

1 onion, roughly chopped

1 large clove garlic, crushed

1 red capsicum, deseeded and sliced

400g dried rigatoni or other pasta shapes

400g chopped tomatoes

Pinch of oregano

2 tsp soft brown sugar

Freshly ground black pepper

2259 broad beans, shelled

350g baby English spinach

1jar (280g) artichoke hearts, drained
and quartered

Y2 cup grated parmesan

(O HEAT THE OIL in a large saucepan.

Add the chopped onion and garlic to the

oil and fry gently for five minutes or until
soft. Add the capsicum to the onion and

fry for a further two minutes.

2 MEANWHILE bring another large
saucepan of lightly salted water to the boil.
Add the pasta and cook for 10 to 12 minutes
or until the pasta is al dente. Drain well.

) ADD THE TOMATO to the onion mixture
then stir in the oregano, brown sugar

and pepper to taste. Bring to the boil,

then partially cover and simmer for

10 minutes. Add the breoad beans and
simmer for three minutes.

(7 RINSE AND DRAIN the spinach,

then remove any tough
stalks. Add the spinach
leaves to the sauce and
cook for a further
three minutes. Add

the artichoke and
pasta to the sauce

and heat through for
one to two minutes.

(' DIVIDE THE PASTA
among four bowls and
sprinkle with the
parmesan to serve.

WE’'VE GOT A

NEW WEBSITE.

Before you head into the garden...
Head to McGregor's online.

WWWwW.mcgegors.co.nz

Join the i '1_‘#5:. L
FELIL il '

COME CHECK OUT SOME OF THE NEW IMPROVED
FEATURES IN ASK TEAM MCGREGOR’S, GRRDEN
DOCTOR AND OUR HANDY HOW TO GUIDES. JOIN
THE MCGREGOR’S GARDEN CLUBAND BE IN TO
WIN SOME GREAT GARDEN PRIZES.

MCGREGOR'’S

McGREGOR'S PRODUCT .
is available at most léadlnﬁ:iﬂaiﬂivigé:smmi.and
eqors.co.nz
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Problem solver

PLANT
CLINIC

/AP INDOOR PESTS

Keep an eye on your plants and take action at the first

sign of Insects or disease to keep them thriving

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

lants that live indoors can
Pbemme a smorgasbord for

insects, who find the warm,
predator-free conditions of your
house perfect for breeding.

And when delicate plants are
moved inside to protect them from
the chill of winter they can bring
unwanted guests along.

The good news is that indoors
is also the easiest place to spot and
treat pests and problems.

Diversity in potted plant displays
inside provides some degree of
protection from pests.

There is no need to treat all your
indoor plants at the first sign of insect
attack as many insects like a specific
host, so vou might find one plant with
spider mite but no others.

SPRAY FOR HEALTH

[f all the insects can’t be removed
by hand, use a soap spray or an
appropriate insecticide, keeping
the plant isolated for a week or two
so the pests don't spread.

Soap sprays can be easily made at
home by mixing two tablespoons of

JULY 2012 New Zealand Handyman

pure soap tlakes in a litre of water.
This solution cuts through waxy
coatings on insects, causing them
to dry out and die.

If problems persist and more toxic
pesticides are needed, spray plants

outside where there is good ventilation.

Honeydew is a sugar-rich
secretion from sap-sucking insects
like aphids, mealybug and scale. A
sticky substance, it attracts and feeds
a type of fungus called sooty mould.

After controlling the pests, wipe
all honeydew or sooty mould off with
warm, soapy water and a soft cloth.

LUX

o gy Flakes

O Gentle und Caring for = me
" Special Things "'

Lux Pure Soap Flakes,
$7 for 700g, from supermarkets.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Spraying oil

To keep on top of indoor insect
infestations, treat your plants
with spraying oil. It works by
smothering insects, including tiny
juveniles you can barely see.

If you have a big problem
in the garden as well, you can
make your own solution, diluting
and applying it as needed.

Mix two cups of vegetable oil
with half a cup of detergent in
a bottle with a cap, storing it
for two months. To use the mix,
dilute two tablespoons in a litre
of water in a plastic spray bottle.

Yates Conqueror Spraying 0il,
$13 for 200ml. yates.co.nz

&
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_THE MAIN OFFENDERS
Check indoor plants regularly for signs of pest attack, remembering to look under leaves and in the crevices of
leaf stalks and plant stems. Treat immediately using the recommended control to knock any problems on the head.

"I - ‘ _'i"

Usually occurring in large numbers
these tiny soft-bodied insects are
found on new growth, flower buds
and the underside of leaves, causing
curled or distorted growth.
CONTROL by wiping off with a cotton
ball dipped in methylated spirits, or
pinch off and bin heavily infested
stems, treating reqularly with
spraying oil. When the entire plant
is under attack, take the pot outside
and spray with a jet of water.

These little white flying insects
feed on the underside of leaves,
and when plants are disturbed or
watered from above they swarm in
the air. Leaves they have been
feeding on will yellow and wilt.
CONTROL by pruning off badly
infested leaves and rinsing the
plant under the tap or taking it
outside and hosing off the pests.
Treat with spraying oil every
seven to 10 days until there are
no signs of whitefly.

Experts at hiding in plant nooks
these grey, sap-sucking and
honeydew-excreting pests are

a type of scale insect but covered

in a white fluffy-looking wax. Gently
move plant leaves away from the
stem to look for young mealybugs
that hide in these crevices.
CONTROL by scraping off with your
fingernail or an old toothbrush.
Spray with an insecticidal soap every
fortnight until the pest is gone.

Measuring just half a millimetre
long, you often only know these
tiny insects are attacking plants
when you see white spotting or
webbing. They congregate on the
underside of leaves and feed on
sap, turning leaves yellow and dry.
CONTROL by misting plants
regularly as spider mites don't like
a moist environment. Prune off any
affected leaves and throw in the
rubbish. Dispose of plants that
have been badly attacked.

4

Found as small bumps along the
stems, leaf veins and underside
of leaves, they attach themselves
to a plant and grow a large waxy
coating that acts as a protective
shield. They suck nutrients from
the plant and excrete honeydew,
which attracts sooty mould.
CONTROL by wiping off with a soft
cloth dipped in warm soapy water
or use spraying oil every 10 days
to smother the pests.

Ants are often a symptom of

other pests, as they milk aphids,
mealybugs, whitefly larvae and
scale for honeydew. But they also
make nests in soil and damage
roots, killing delicate plants.
CONTROL by taking the pot outside
and dunking it in a bucket of water
for an hour. An alternative is to
water it from above until the soil

is saturated and the ants move out.
Water the plant regularly to stop
the ants returning.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JULY 2013

103



It may create a pretty visual effect
but frost can destroy unprotected
or vulnerable plants.
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WRAP UP
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to guard them from

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

nlike garden plants that are

warmed by the soil, both the

roots and foliage of potted
plants are above ground level, leaving
them vulnerable to the weather.

If you live in a frost-prone area,
most plants in containers need some
protection during the cooler months.

Deciduous plants in pots are
not as defenceless as evergreens, as
they have the advantage of becoming
dormant and losing their leaves
during the cold season.

Evergreen plants are particularly
vulnerable as they continue to lose
water through their leaves and can't
replace it if the potting mix they are
growing in has frozen.

When the weather is particularly
cold it can cause the water held in
a plant’s leaves to freeze. This damages
the cells, causing plants to appear
wilted before the leaves turn brown.

The problem can be made
even worse by bright morning sun
defrosting the plant too quickly
and ruﬁpturing the cells.

F |

Cover, Insulate or sr

NTER

If you can catch it in time, cover
pots with shadecloth or spray the
plants with water before the sun hits
them. The ice will melt more slowly,
minimising the damage.

Leave frost-damaged parts on
plants until all danger of more frost
has passed to protect the rest of the
plant. When you prune it off, tender
new growth will start immediately.

DRAINAGE AND INSULATION

Good drainage is essential because
any water sitting in a pot is at risk of
freezing and Kkilling the plant. Raise
containers so surplus liquid can drain
or stand them on a layer of gravel.

Pots with thin walls don't offer
great insulation, so plants struggle on
very cold days. Concrete, polystyrene
and fibreglass are good insulators, and
the thicker the pot the better.

[f you don't want to re-pot, put
plants in a larger pot with thick walls.
TIP Stuff ste straw, bubble wrap
or cloth rags between the two pots to
provide extra insulation.

elter delicate container plants
narsh frosts this season

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Tropical varieties grown in frosty
areas need extra care in winter.

_______



BLOCK THE FROST

Whether you have mature specimens
or seedlings in their first winter, there
are simple steps you can take to protect
plants from the worst of the weather.

GROUP containers closely against
a wall that retains heat from sun
exposure through the day.

TOSS a space blanket, hessian sack
or old shadecloth over the whole plant
and pot, or cover small plants with
larger plastic pots. This technique is
also good for saving spring growth
from a sudden cold snap.

WRAP hardwood cuttings and tender
plants in bubble wrap, pot and all.

TIE UP strappy-leafed plants like
cordyline or dracaena with pantvhose
or twine, wrapping the plant in
horticultural fleece or shadecloth.

FOLD the fronds of tree ferns
together at the top of the plant and
wrap the whole plant in bubble wrap.

RELOCATE any susceptible plants
under cover or to a greenhouse,
cold frame or conservatory without
additional heating.

WRAP the stems of standard
evergreen plants in pipe insulation.
Usually made of neoprene and often
sold as flex it’s available at hardware,
car and plumbing stores.

INSULATE frost-tender plants in frigid
conditions by placing the whole plant
inside a hessian sack filled with straw.

BUILD a cold frame to cover all your
small pots and early seedlings.

LEAVE LIGHT SNOW in place. It

forms an insulating blanket over the
plants underneath and will protect
from further cold damage.
TIP Unwrap and uncover at least the
leaves during the warmth of the day,
especially if you are using plastic, to
avoid the risk of fungal disease.

PLAN AHEAD

If you live in an area prone to frosts,
build your garden around plants that
are able to cope with a regular winter
chilling. Those from alpine regions are
safe bets, as are many plants with small
leaves, like conifers, hebe and box.
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Protect tropical plants
with le wrap if

forecast.

W

Deciduous
plants are dormant
over the cold
months, and their
bare limbs can
provide features in TYING UP
the winter garden with __ DRACAENA
no risk to the leaves. N

Plants with golden, lime
green or variegated foliage tend to be
more tender, so select species that can
survive the weather in your area.

Avoid pruning evergreen plants
close to winter as older growth helps
protect the centre of the plant.

If severe weather does affect
new growth, prune off when the
risk of frost has passed.

Position plants in the highest area
of the garden as cold air and frost
settle at the lowest points. When the
soil warms up, add a good layer of
organic mulch to keep warmth in.
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Something out
of the ordinary
happens rarely
these days.

Exclusive to Bunnings, the new Garden
Galore range includes unique ‘Mini Sheep
Pellets’ - made from a 100% weed free and
organic mixture of powdered sheep manure
and blood and bone. For your growing media,
fertilisers, compost and mulch, step outside
the box and try the latest blend in gardening.

Garden oY

e

Helping your garden Available at

grow and flourish
for over 30 years

PUNNINGS
“warehouse
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Sand then oil timber handles and sharpen blades
to get garden equipment ready for next season

s things slow down in the
garden over winter it’s a great
time to do the jobs vou never

get to during peak season, like giving
timber-handled tools a bit of TLC to
help them last longer.

Check the tools over and replace
any with handles that are suffering
from rot or severe cracks, especially
tools that are used under pressure
such as spades and mattocks.

For those that pass the test, sand
the handles to remove any rough
spots and flaking finish, then coat
them in boiled linseed oil to inject
some moisture and prevent cracking.

RANDOM
— ORBITAL .
SANDER B

HANDLE

) SAND THE TIMBER handles with

a random orbital sander and 120 grit
sanding pads, then sand lightly by
hand using abrasive paper to get into
the areas the sander didn't reach.

When you have oiled the handles,
clean and sharpen the blades, Use
a whetstone for secateurs and clippers,
and a file or grinding wheel for
spades, mattocks and hoes.

Store your tools and wheelbarrow
under cover over winter and they’ll be
ready to go when the garden bursts
into action in spring.

JewelStik Sharpener, $45, from
C.E. Lawford. celawford.co.nz

<—— CLOTH

@) OIL THE HANDLES by dipping

a cloth into a container of boiled
linseed oil and wiping it onto the
timber. Let the oil penetrate for a few
minutes then wipe off any excess.

---------------------------------

| Using linseed oil

Linseed oil is a natural product
that is extracted from flaxseed.

It has a wide variety of uses,
including as a preservative for
wood and an ingredient in paints,
varnishes, stains, soaps and inks.

Despite the name, most
linseed oil isn’t actually boiled.

Instead solvents such as turps
are added to speed up the drying
process, just as boiling does.

Without this addition linseed
oil would take a long time to dry.
TIP The oil is very combustible, so
dry used cloths outside in a single
layer, as a pile can catch fire.

Diggers Pale Boiled Linseed 0il,
$14 for 1L, from Bunnings.

---------------------------------
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PLANT YOUR

OWN ORCHARD

Winter is the time to b
budget-friendly crop o

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

are-rooted trees are dug up in

winter while they are dormant

and sold to be planted before
they start producing shoots in spring.

Buying trees bare rooted is usually
much cheaper than purchasing them
in pots. When the trees are dormant
they are lightweight and can be
packed closely together.

This greatly reduces transportation
costs, storage and plant maintenance,
so they can be sold at a lower price.

Apple, pear, nectarine, peach and
apricot are just some of the deciduous
fruit trees that can be bought this way.

Many need more than one plant or
variety for cross-pollination, so make
sure vou check this before heading
home and grabbing the shovel.

You can sometimes buy gratted
trees that have multiple varieties on
the one trunk, creating a tree that
will cross-pollinate itself.

Plant bare-rooted trees as soon
as you get them home. If you have to
wait a day or two, wrap the roots in
damp newspaper or towels.

TIP Keep in mind the mature size of
the tree or trees and check that there
is enough room in the garden.
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KEEP TREES HEALTHY
Fruit trees are susceptible to pests and
diseases, so take preventative measures.
Aphids and scale distort new
growth, so spray the tree with lime
sulphur to Kill the eggs wintering in
the bark, saturating the branches.
Peach leaf curl fungus deforms
leaves. Spray nectarines, peaches and
apricots with a fungicide containing
lime and copper sulphate in late winter
and again as the buds swell. Spray the
following vear just as the leaves fall.
Brown rot affects most stone
fruit trees. To prevent it, spray the
tree with a copper-based fungicide
but also remove and destroy affected
fruit beneath and on the tree. >
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McGregor’'s Copper Oxychloride,

$13 for 200g. mcgregors.co.nz

Uy bare-rooted trees for an easy,
“summer fruits in just a few years

--------------------------------

Slurry planting
If the soil is particularly dry,

dig a hole twice the size of the
root system of your fruit tree
and completely fill the hole

with water from the hose.

Wait for the moisture to soak
into the soil before positioning
the plant and backfilling with
the excavated soil.

Firm in and water again until
it starts pooling on the surface.
This increases the moisture and

also fills any air pockets between
the soil and the roots.

.................................
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STAKE FOR SUPPORT

For advanced or weak-stemmed trees
or those in a windy spot, a stake can
provide support until the roots grow
enough to anchor the tree.

Position the stake where it won't
cast a shadow on the trunk through
most of the day, and on the side
of prevailing winds.

Use a sturdy timber or metal stake
that will come about a third of the
way up the trunk. Secure with flexible
plant ties, pantyhose or bicycle inner
tube, which won't damage the bark.

If planting a potted tree, drive
in two opposite stakes, clear of the
rootball, and secure with a long
tie in a figure eight pattern.

Remove the stake after one
growing season or a year, as soon as
the tree’s root system is established.

_ ROOT
S5YSTEM

BAMBOO
CHME s

.—l"
o

Prepare the site

Dig a hole about twice the width
of the root system and a little deeper.
Lay a bamboo cane across the hole to
show the ground level. Make a mound
of soil in the bottom for the roots to
sit on. If required, add a stake on the
side of the prevailing wind direction.
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BAMBOD
CANE .

Plant the tree

Spread the roots evenly in the hole,
ensuring the graft union is 100mm
above soil level. If the tree is ungratted,
scrape a fine vertical line in the bark
above the roots. The original soil level
is where the lower layer of bark changes
from white to green. Match this level.

‘Before plantihg trim damaged 'r;gg_t_g.h.._
and take off up to half of the branchy"

“ /.. lengthto createa balanced canopy.’

oy Tt o TR T el

Backfill with soil

Shake the plant gently to remove
air gaps while adding soil then gently
firm down on top to create a shallow
well. Give the tree a bucket of water,
then another bucket once a fortnight
for the next six months. Fertilise in
spring once new growth begins.
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