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Selleys Ultra Repair Glue is our champion c _‘h_old
adhesives. Exactly what everyone needs for all-in-one repair
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work around the home. =
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™

EXTREME RESISTANCE TO:
~ Shocks & Vibration |

— Torsion & Muvemenf

= Water

* Heqt resistant S 1a +120°

&
Solvent free, ne shrfnkage

2B chinasleather, ceramics, masonry, fibreglass, vinyl, fabric, cardboard and most plastics.

www.selleys.co.nz
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The remedy to
“WHAT SHALL WE DO?”

It's a slow, rainy weekend and then the sun breaks out. Time to hit the trail? CRV means you can grab the moment. That's because it's ready for anything
— with the power to transform from a sleek executive vehicle into the ideal weekend car — even when it's not the weekend. It's not just a metaphorical

transformation either; with one touch the Magic Seats fold away completely to create incomparable space. So what's holding you back? If it's your car,

it's time to visit Honda. Now, what shall we do today?

CRV. By Honda.
2WD from $37,900 + orc. 4WD from $46,600 + orc. Lease from $450 + GsT per month.

Reserve your test drive at honda.co.nz/cry, call 0800 255 666 (Maon-Fri) or visit your local Honda agent. Purchase price given for CRV 5 Manual (2WD) and CRV N Auto (4WD). Non maintained operating lease for CRV 5
Auto (2WD), 45 months/55,000kms. Other terms available. Honda Lease Direct lending criteria apply.

‘ The Power of Dreams




®THIS MONTH

e at Handyman work up to

three months in advance,

50 a topic like ‘how to care
for your garden in the heat’ is often
being written about in winter.

That means that this month'’s
cover story on extending outdoor
living in the cooler months was
produced in summer.

Yes, it was touch and go as to
whether we would be able to light
a fire but, luckily, there was no fire
ban on at the time.

I love to be outdoors in all seasons
and there’s nothing better at the end
of an autumn day than to cook
a feast in the pizza oven.
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Once the food is ready, | open
the doors of the oven so the family
can bask in the warmth as we eat.

There are lots of ways to heat
up outdoor spaces, so we have put
together a range of ideas you can use,
starting on page 14.

ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME

The real estate market has its peaks and
troughs, but there are some reliable
ways to increase your home's value.

Check out the complete reno on
page 40 for inspiration, but remember
that first impressions are key.

Our kerb appeal story on page 50
has six easy front-of-house DIY
makeover inspirations you can use
to transform the look of vour place.

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

LEE’'S PIZZA QVEN

Don’t try this at home

Okay, so | can tell you that working
on a DIY magazine doesn’t ensure
you never make mistakes.
| was busily spraying Roundup
on various weeds around the
garden one weekend when | got
some on the soles of my shoes.
| then walked across the lawn.
Two weeks later, the evidence
shows that | really should take
more care. Learn from my
mistake and save your lawn!

More inspiration

Looking for inspiration for your
kitchen revamp? Pinterest lets you
create and organise boards of your
favourite pictures. It's a great way
to find and share ideas for your
next reno. Check out projects

from Handyman at pinterest.com/
diyhandyman or scan the code
below with your phone.

Express your creativity with a tiled
splashback you can install DIY.

ild furniture for
kitchen storage and display.

Customise or bu

Pinterest

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS | BETTER RESULT

ADVANTAGE 1:
The most universal fitting blades in the world....

The new SMTX shanks suits all the common brands

VIAEG [MRYOBI MBosch MCraftsman [MFein MMakita [Micon
MMilwaukee [Ozito Predator Rockwell Worx

ADVANTAGE 2:
Made in the USA, top quality and with SMART our blades
are guarranteed against breakage.

ADVANTAGE 3:
Blade range like no other with over 30 options
so you get the right blade for the job.

ADVANTAGE 4:

Attractively packed for end user to select and
retailers to display

032CTL A=
The Longreach blade iy

32mm wide and a reach of 67mm long, this
blade goes the distance thanks to the

heat treated hard pointed teeth

035HCT

“The Piranha” Blade
35mm wide and only 0.8mm thick
with heat treated teeth, the
SMART Piranha blade cuts
timber like no other.

044BMT 44mm wide Bi-metal Blade

“Nail Buster Extreme”
Suitable for timber with nails,
non ferrous metals,

54mm depth of cut.

Why is Titanium coating so good?
It is designed to reduce friction which reduces the heat build-up
during the cutting process, significantly increasing the life of the
blade. This even makes the New Nail Buster Extreme Gold blade
capable of cutting deck screws, an application not possible with
any other brand of blade.

Suitable for timber with nails, non ferrous metals, 54mm depth of cut.

Available from all leading building merchants in New Zealand

Go to WWW.SMART-TOOLGROUP.COM to locate your nearest dealer.
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rRYOBI
ONELS

T HE N E X T G ENERA AT

LITHIUY OWER

POWER |RUNTIME | LIGHTER | FUEL GAUGE

RYOBI has released the next generation of Lithium, providing all your ONE+ tools with better
performance and long lasting power to tackle any DIY project. Our intelligent battery technology,
IntelliCell™ offers full individual cell monitoring to maximise run times, storage life and safety,
while providing even more power. All Lithium+ batteries are compatible with all 18V ONE+ tools
and Dual-Chemistry chargers, whether you bought it yesterday or 10 years ago.

WITH OVER 30 ONE+ TOOLS, ONE BATTERY PLATFORM POWERS THEM ALL

Only available ot

ZUNNINGS

www.ryobi.co.nz warehouse




YOUR ©-17 HERD
Bostin)

& RANGE

: For all your Fix, Fill or Seal needs!
| 3 . © ) L
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LEAKS

TCHEN & BATHRD!" Jy

AP FILLER SLICONE SEALART

WHITE

| LERD
%) i

Sy | PAINTABLE
s -1 GAP FILLER

KITCHEN &
BATHROOM

! by
HE MADE

A sandable, paintable, An anti-mould An exterior A heavy duty
flexible gap filler, silicone sealant, ideal waterproof silicone construction adhesive,
suitable for interior for waterproofing around sealant, designed to designed for interior and

and exterior use. sinks, baths, taps, basins meet NZ conditions exterior use on walls
and ceramic tiles. in all weather. and floors.

ITEM CODE: 230366 ~ SIZE: 300mi TEM CODE: 230363  SIZE: 300mi ITEM CODE: 230369 ~ SIZE: 300mi ITEM CODE: 556865  SIZE: 300m

® Available at

Bostik

bostik.co.nz BI i




HANDY

A round-up of nifty new products for use around
the home, garden and workshop

What better way to trim lawns than
to sit and watch the mower do all the
S work? The Husgvarna Automower 305,
= a3 $2399, travels in a random pattern
J over an area of lawn defined by
a boundary wire. It skirts around
trees, bushes, flowerbeds and other
obstacles before finding its way back
to its recharge station. Powered by
a Li-ion battery, the Automower 305
is ideal for smaller lawns.

husqvarna.com

Automower
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Getagrip Clear results

You've just glued the new
shower tray in place and
noticed it's not quite in the
right position. Bostik Shower
Grip, $10 for 300ml, allows
you up to about 20 minutes
to align the tray correctly.
Specifically formulated for
shower trays and linings,
this New Zealand-made
adhesive also bonds other
materials like plasterboard,
timber and aluminium.
bostik.co.nz§
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Save time cleaning windows
and get streak-free results
with the Karcher WV 70 Plus
Battery-Driven Window
Vacuum Set, $135.

A world first, the

vacuum sucks up

the water during

cleaning. It comes

in a set with a spray

bottle, microfibre wiper
and cleaning agent. Just
spray, wipe and vacuum.
karcher.co.nz

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013



HANDY STUFF

Going potty
e E— Transform your deck or fence into

a work of living art or create

\ / a year-round garden with a Pottys

3-loop Pot Holder, $50, and Stand,
$80. Designed by Aucklander
Tim Ord, it’s ideal for herbs like
. rosemary, mint, thyme and sage, and
for adding colour with an array of
flowers. Or go low-maintenance with
succulents and bromeliads.

pottys.co.nz
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Easy painting
Teflon comes out of the kitchen
and into the workshop with
Shur-Line paintbrushes, roller
covers and trays, from Irwin
Tools. Brushes range in price
from about $14 and the Premium
Paint Tray costs about $22. The
brushes and rollers have Teflon
non-stick surface protection
which allows up to 30% faster
painting and easy clean up. For
the tray, allow remaining paint to
dry then simply peel it off.
irwintools.co.nz smart-toolgroup.com

10 JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman



' HANDY STUFF

Sharpen up

Regular chainsaw users can
save on maintenance costs

r
Bl Brush cutter!

for a modest investment
with the Ozito Chainsaw St
Chain Sharpener, $84.The .~ .
2.4kg, 85 watt unit secures o
firmly to the workbench,
the sharpening angle can be
adjusted to suit the chain
pitch, and the 100 grit
wheel ensures fast and
accurate sharpening.
ozito.co.nz

Brush it off
Attack those patches of scrub and
gorse with the Ryobi Two-Stroke
Brush Cutter, $329. This beast is
built to tackle the tough stuff with
a 25.4cc, commercial grade, full
crank engine powering a grunty
three-tooth blade. The bike
handlebar design with throttle
plus on/off and safety switches
_ : | Y. gives great control, and the
1 NN .- N & J  operator harness includes

3 % I > 3 “ 5 thig-ﬁ pl"ﬂtECtﬂ -
B ryobi.co.nz)

A cut above

Reach new heights with the Ozito
Electric Pole Hedge Trimmer,
$189. A 12-position pivoting head
and 2.3 metre reach allow a wide
- & range of cutting options on
| " '- hedges and bushes. The head
adjusts to 90 degrees for a neat
cut along the top of a hedge.
The 900 watt motor and dual
_action laser-cut blades
~f* “"’f
f handle 18mm-thick
¢ / 4,; branches.
& ozito.co.nz
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As the colder weather kicks in, it’s time to cosy-up and make the most
of your indoor time. At Bunnings, there are some great new products to
help. If you do end up with some outside chores, we've got some great

solutions to get you back inside quicker.

A GREAT TIME TO REVAMP
‘I‘Fﬂ‘!ﬂ!ﬂ TOOL SHED

Equip your tool kit with some of the most quality hand tools available.
Irojan Hand Tools has been around since 1904, with products sourced
from the best manufacturers around the world. They provide an
extensive range for both the professional tradesman and D.LY.-er,

all at affordable prices.

3 PIECE ADJUSTABLE WRENCH SET

Essentials like this wrench set will be with you forever. Made from
chrome vanadium steel, each has extra wide handles for extra torque
and comfort and a smooth knurl for a good snug fit. $24.98.

3 PIECE WOOD CHISEL SET

Th|5 set features precision ground blades for extra strength and
ergonomically designed handles for better control and comfort.
Complete with sharpening stone and mini block plane for just $24.98.

19 PIECE SCREWDRIVER SET
All the most used sizes in a handy case for just $24.98.

\..rn--l--

3 PIECE SAW SET
3 piece saw set comes complete with 150mm wallboard saw,
300mm back saw, 550mm hand saw and extra blades. $19.98.

3-IN-1 STAPLE GUN
Suitable for use on upholstery, wood and many other craft and D.L.Y.
projects, the Trojan fastens 3 types of staples and is just $19.98.




WINTER GRUNGE GONE

The 30 Seconds Cleaning Range makes outdoor clean-ups easy. Whether you are
cleaning your house, paths, deck or drive, there is a specialised formulation for
all. Simply click onto your garden hose and spray. 30 Seconds formulations give
better delivery of the active ingredient for a harder working result. Check the pack
for rinse off or leave on application.

Spray & Walk Away Hose End $39.90.
Mold Armor Deck & Driveway Hose End $29.90.

MORE GRUNT FOR LONGER FROM YOUR CORDLESS
The Ryobi 18V Drill Driver Kit is your go to kit for those tougher jobs.
The Kit comes with a Smart Charger with built in diagnostics and 1.5Ah
and 4.0Ah Lithium lon Batteries that are ONE+ compatible to give you
power for longer. Bundled up in a handy carry bag for just $259.

\

HIGH ON HEAT, LOW ON POWER USE

For an economical way to keep your rooms warm and cosy this winter, look
no further than the ultra-slim Moretti 430W Eco Panel Heater. Its unique
design, silent operation and digital timer make it ideal for any room in your
home. Quick and easy to install, the Eco Panel is available in wall mounted
or freestanding options and can be painted in any colour. $89.

4 WAYS IN ONE TO TRANSFORM YOUR GARDEN
The powerful 1000W QOzito ‘4 in 1" Garden Pack is equipped with a line
trimmer, brush cutter blade, pole hedge trimmer and pole pruner for all

piups o Bu 4 your gardening needs. The ‘quick change’ system allows you to switch
i iLips ; ‘ .
| = between attachments easily for a complete garden tidy-up tool. $279.
|
¥ o ‘ CrE— |
T 40.,
Bt o= | i L
'-'r;-:-‘,ﬁh kv ap J f‘?j

LONGER LASTING LIGHT BULBS

New generation Phillips EcoClassic Candles and Lustres give you up to

2000 hours of energy saving light. Taking 30% less energy than normal e SelT R e
. . . . Ot ail produ Lred are dvandoie in an siones, but mdy De orcered, snei prices mdy De 10Wer 1han a 158
'"E_E'” descent h“'!:ﬁ: th&f}" give instant h”g ht"EISS‘ from th? mnme Nt thﬂy dre to ensure lowest prices every day. We reserve the right to resirict the purchase of commercial quantities. All prices
switched on. Available in clear or frosted and in all cap fittings. $6.79 each. quoted are inclusive of GST. Prices valid until Sunday 23rd June 2013, or while stocks last
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OUTDOOR STYLE is alt about creating _

a space that is comfortable but still oA
looks well planned. The look should - '
complement the rest of the home, like

the furniture and accessories on this
country cottage deck.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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iwis love making the most
of outdoor living spaces, with
many homeowners putting
a lot of time and design dollars into
the verandah, deck or pergola to
be able to use it year round.

If winter weather keeps you inside
for a few months or more, let yourself
be tempted back outdoors.

Modern inclusions mean you can
enjoy cosy evenings and alfresco

lunches with just a few tweaks around

heating and decorating.

Landscape designer Dean Herald
says that the past five years have seen
an increase in demand for outdoor
winter living solutions.

‘It all comes down to enjoyment
and feeling comfortable,’ says Dean.

‘If you re-create that outdoors,
then you are really extending the
usability of the space.

‘People tend to understand the
appeal of evening entertaining
but they overlook the pleasure of
long lunches on crisp winter days
with the sun on vour back. Being
well prepared for it is the key.’

TURN UP THE HEAT

QOutdoor heating solutions have
come a long way since the occasional
gathering around the backvard
bonfire or the call to put an extra
jumper on. These days it's all about

replicating the comfort of the indoors.

“Technology always catches up to
trends, and in the last five or six years
there’s been a real increase in the
products available for heating the
external space,’ says Dean.

‘Personally, I think you can't
beat the traditional fireplace. The
look, the crackle and the smell of the
timber, and the radiance of the heat.

‘It's like formalising the campfire,
and connecting emotions to the
solution is always a winner.

‘Evoking childhood memories is
a surprisingly important factor in any
design process,” he adds.

‘For many people, an open fire has
special memories attached to it

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

i e

........

BEST SOLUTION

The design of the home,

the available space and the
needs of the people who live
there will all influence the decision
to have an open fireplace.

“There may also be neighbours
and council regulations that need to
be considered,’ says Dean.

‘A small urban backyard may not
be the best location and overhanging
trees, fire bans, young families and
body corporate issues all need to be
taken into account.’

For the ultimate in outdoor living,
build a covered deck then add a mini
kitchen and wood-burning fireplace.

. i
! .Ir_ r

If a fireplace is out of
the question, there are

plenty of other options.
Chimineas are a very popular
alternative. Decorative and portable,
a chiminea is a small fireplace shaped
like a lightbulb, with the tall top
acting as a chimney.

Often made from terracotta, they
burn wood effectively and the design
makes them ideal for small areas.

Chimineas do get very hot to
touch, so this option is not ideal if
you have young children or pets.

AICTURE ITOF] DEAN HERALD
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Choosing an outdoor heater

Select a heater to suit your space and entertaining style. Gas heaters are good for small,
modern yards, while fire pits or chimineas work well in more open-plan areas. ~»
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- Stainless Steel
Clay Chiminea, $199, Gas Outdoor Heater,
from Aber. aber.co.nz $249, from Aber.
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Jumbuck Outdoor Steel Fire Pit, $99,
. from Bunnings. bunnings.co.nz

S AT T T EESTRRER

OUTDOOR WEATHERPROOF
PROTECTION MADE EASY

Enjoy outdoor living with all your favourite appliances.
Keep electrical connections safe and dry, with an Excalibur
Outdoor Safety Box or Lead Safety Box

Cat no. LSBR

The Excalibur™ Qutdoor Safety Box The Excalibur™ Lead Safety Box is designed

has an IP64" weatherproof rating, to prevent extension leads separating from
designed to safely house and protect connected appliances, for safety and
a powerboard, and the plug of all convenience. The easy to use design enables
connected devices, against many plugs and sockets to be connected inside the
outdoor elements. plastic housing, keeping the connection safe
g Ideal for use with garden light from children and pets.
Available at transformers, around pools and spas, The |IP44* weatherproof rating also protects

U N N I N GS . and for a range of other outdoor the connected plug and socket against many

electrical installations outdoor elements

* Always check the IP classification and definition of that IP rating before installation

warechouse |EXCALIBUR
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Fire pits and braziers are portable
and constructed from steel. Designed
to contain small fires both offer the
enjoyment of real flames without the
elaborate set-up or maintenance.

High-end fire pits can be gas
powered but most are wood burning,
featuring lids to contain ash and limit
the danger of open flames.

Braziers are fuelled with briquettes.

They are small, making them easy to
store, but vou need to be standing
close to feel the heat.

Radiant heaters are cost effective
and, depending on the model and air
temperature, can heat an area with
a radius of up to five metres.

Some models can be connected to
the home gas supply and there are
electric versions, too. This type of
heater does not function well in
windy conditions and needs to be
in a large space for safety reasons.

Small electric units can be
wall mounted, improving satety, but
heat radiance is limited.

LIGHTING FOR AMBIENCE

Days are shorter in winter and while
the sun can be high and bright for
part of the day, the conditions can
limit the use of the outdoor space.

‘Good lighting is critical to any
outdoor space. Daylight can be
beautiful in winter but getting the
lights right can add to the feeling of
warmth in the evenings,” says Dean.

The trick is to mirror the rules
that apply indoors. Having a couple of
options for how the space looks and
feels is always a good idea.

You might have overhead lighting
for when evervone needs visibility,
like during a meal, then perhaps
a dimmer to create that lovely
lounge-like atmosphere.

If the space is large enough, vou
may want to switch off overhead
lights and instead create illumination
with lamps around the perimeter,
using candles in the centre.

TIP Use uplighting to make a feature
of any plants or trees in the space.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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‘Hang lanterns from the branches
of a thee to light up an outdoor table
for relaxed, epen=air dining.

-

For a guide to garden lighting, turn to p20.

Preparing for winter

To extend the life span of your
outdoor furniture and accessories,
take steps to protect them from the
weather even if you have cover.
Timber can rot or warp in the wet
while standing water causes mould,
mildew and stains. Angle chairs
so water runs off and give timber
a sand and oil every two years.
Metal furniture can go rusty in
the rain and should be treated with
a rust-inhibiting paint or sealer.

If the outdoor space is going to Brightwood Storage Box,
be unused for an extended period, $249, from Bunnings.

cover clean and dry furniture and
equipment with plastic sheeting, so < Get more online

it's good as new when it comes time Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/mag
to get back out there again. for how to Build An Outdoor Oven.
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Put your DIY skills to work with Porta Pine
Panels, timber mouldings and dowels
avallable from any Bunnings store.
Big or small... whatever your project,

you'll find a Porta product to help
you get the job done.
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| 450x19x900mMM  we-

Available at  To discover what you can do with

N NINGS  Poria tmber and maujdins portamouldings

visit www.porta.co.nz
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Install outdoorlightsto htight/ -
features, taking thé ga 1!"J n from dark’

to designer with the flick of a switeh."
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here are so many different
types of garden lighting that
all it takes to create ambience

after dark is a little imagination.
A typical house has a spotlight

attached to the fascia to light the vard.

While this is ideal for getting clothes
off the line after dark, it does little to
create atmosphere when entertaining.

To make the most of your outdoor
spaces first devise a lighting plan,
considering options such as where
you need illumination for cooking
and eating, as well as which garden
features you'd like to highlight.

There are multiple ways to create
a dramatic and effective lighting

scheme, and most don't require
the services of a tradie as they can
be done completely DIY.

DRAW UP A PLAN

First do a sketch of your garden and
work out where vou'd like the seating.
[s there a particular area or piece
of equipment that needs extra lighting
such as a barbecue or pizza oven? Are
there steps that can be a bit tricky to
navigate after the sun goes down?
When deciding on feature
lighting, look for trees that can
be uplit, or attractive areas of lush
green or colourful foliage. If there is
a sculpture, pond or garden bed that

-njoy the garden year-round by installing DIY lighting
to create mood, highlight features and improve access

would add atmosphere if illuminated,
include it in vour plan.

TIP Add sensor-activated lights near
access doors for home security. >

HPM Mini Spotlight,
$116 for a four pack. hpm.co.nz

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Installing low-voltage cable and lights

Add a spotlight connected to a transformer to the garden to uplight a tree, creating a feature.
TIP It's safe to have the light on while you work to check the connections, as the voltage is very low.

@ INSTALL THE TRANSFORMER
and attach the cable, turning the
power on to check connections as
you go. Choose the position for the
light and open the cable connector.

@ MAKE THE CONNECTION by pressing
the cable onto the spiked pins so they
show through the top. If the light isn't
working you haven't made a strong
connection, so spike the cables again.

€) SET UP THE LIGHT by securing the
connector lid over the spiked cable.
Position the spotlight in the garden,
checking it at night to ensure the
beam is aimed at the right spot.

]
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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Underwaterlights can give puhds.

an enchanted garden feel at night.'

Dealing with moisture

- Factor in the elements when ®m EXTENSION CORDS for outdoor use

+  working with lights outside. are well-insulated and waterproof

- ®WOUTDOOR BULBS sometimes but the socket is not. It is essential

. burst because of moisture or that connections are waterproofed.
changes in temperature. Turn off TO PROTECT electrical appliances
power at the main switchboard, in the outdoors, use a powerboard
using a circuit tester to check. placed inside a safety box designed
TO REMOVE the bulb, press a cut to house and insulate connections.

potato firmly into the remains. Turn
it to unscrew the bulb then clean the
socket with 0000 steel wool.
Another method is
to reach into the
metal base with
needle-nose
pliers and open
them as fully as

possible, twisting Excalibur Outdoor Safety Box, $50.
merlindistribution.com.au

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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TYPES OF LIGHTS

Know your space and budget before
selecting lights for outdoor zones
and garden features.
ENERGY-EFFICIENT LED lights use
a transformer to convert 240 volt
household power to a safer 12 volts,
and are great for highlighting
garden beds and sculptures.
LOW-VOLTAGE HALOGEN lights
also use a transformer. They are
brighter than LEDs but consume
more electricity and are ideal for
accent lighting around a deck.
SOLAR LIGHTS contain rechargeable
batteries that are powered by
solar panels. They are not as bright
as regular lights but are cheap to
run and free of wires, so they are
very easy to install. Solar lights are
often used for lighting pathways.
SENSOR-ACTIVATED LIGHTS are for
areas where vou only need light when
vou're in the vicinity. Consider a solar
sensor activated light, which turns
on when it detects movement. These
are good for security, driveways or
even near the chook shed.
240-VOLT HALOGEN LIGHTS are the
most powerful and send light the
furthest distance, but consume the
most electricity of the lot.

They also require the expense of
a tradesman as they must be installed
by an electrician. Halogens are often
used for uplighting trees.

EASY SOLAR LIGHTS

Many solar lights come with an
on/off switch and batteries already
in position. Some have the solar
panels attached to the unit, while
others have a solar panel unit that
is mounted separately.

Once spiked in the ground or
installed, the light must remain off
for more than 36 hours to give the
batteries an initial strong charge.

The output of solar lights may
vary and be less bright after cloudy
days, but if the battery loses all
charge, replacements are available
to extend the life of the unit.

PICTURES |LEFT] THINKSTOCK [TOP| GETTY IMAGES



Outerstylers - At home with nature

Outerstylers are designed to leave a lasting impression. These outdoor lighting options are made from
long-lasting materials and are perfect for the exterior of your home. Ensure your pathways, steps and
porches are well and safely Iit, preventing accidents and protecting your family from intruders.

' IS L ER\E T

EWP300 Wall Light
Made of stainless steel, synthetics and aluminium.
360° Light output.

Requires Tornado lamp up to 20WV, E27/,
not included. IP44,

Available in White, Dark Grey and Stainless Steel.

17105/87 Wall Light

Made of synthetics and aluminium.
Requires Genie or Tornado lamp up to
24W, E27, not included. IP44.

Avallable in Grey and Dark Grey:.

EWS300 Wall Light
Made of synthetics and aluminium.

Requires Genie or Tornado lamp up to 24W, E2/,
not included. IP44.

Awvailable in Light Grey and Dark Grey.

ECB300 Wall/Ceiling Light

Crafted from Premium Glass and Steel for protection
against weather elements, this Outerstylers wall/Ceiling
light sits well outside the house. IP44.

Avallable in Dark Grey, Light Grey & White,

Available at

BUNB N!]INU GS PHILIPS
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UPGRADE

ADD BISTRO
SLINDS

Screen the deck and shut out the
weather for year-round outdoor living

PROJECT FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURE STUART SCOTT

s autumn moves closer to To screen his outdoor room from
winter, outdoor entertaining the weather, Handyman deputy editor
at home becomes less of Frank Gardner used Windoware Bistro
an option unless you can provide Blinds, from Bunnings, to enclose his
protection from wind and rain. elevated 4800 x 5600mm deck.
Constructing a roof over your ‘The front two were stand-alone
deck creates shelter and protects it blinds fitted between posts. The
from the elements. Enclosing the sides  4800mm long sides were enclosed
of the deck is the solution to making with pairs of zip-joined blinds to span
it a comfortable area that can be used the distance between the house wall
even when the weather turns nasty. and corner posts,’ says Frank. >
ATTACHING THE HEAD RAIL
BULKHEAD
Eé.lFlt.EII-EIEﬁD hﬂﬁ BEAM
™y,
RAIL
HEAD
\ RAIL
COACHSCREW
PULLEY
AFTER
Position the head rail against a beam or The head rail can also be tilted 90° and The deck stays cosy and comfortable all
bulkhead, securing with coachscrews. attached to the underside of the beam. yearround, no matter what the weather.

24 JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman



Therf_- was plenty of shade but the deck

to wind and driving rain.
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Add a bulkhead

To install Bistro Blinds, the head rails
must be attached to level beams,
walls or ceiling joists so the blinds
drop squarely to the floor, and zip
open and shut smoothly.

This deck had side perimeter
beams that sloped to create the
skillion roof, making level head
rail attachment impossible.

As a solution, a DIY bulkhead was
attached below the beams, providing
a level surface for the head rails.

e—

ALUMINIUM |
CHANNEL

A 1‘- .

Prepare the channel

Cut the aluminium channel to
length using a hacksaw. Mark hole
positions on the channel base and
sides at 500mm centres. Clamp the
channel to a drill press baseplate and
drill 5Smm clearance holes.

BULKHEAD

BOARD
/

-

d

4Cut the bulkhead angle
Mark the dimensions at both ends
of the bulkhead boards to match the
stringline setout. Set a taut stringline
between the end heights and mark the
angled cut line. Clamp the boards on
sawhorses and cut with a circular saw.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

To make the bulkhead, U-shaped
25 x 25 x 3mm aluminium channel
was secured with screws to the beams.

Lengths of 230 x 19mm primed
H3 timber boards were cut on an
angle to match the sloping beams
then slotted into the channel.

The boards were reinforced on
the outside with 42 x 30mm primed
H3 pine then covered in cladding.

The bulkhead, including timber,
channel and fasteners, cost $420.

Set the bulkhead level

Use a spirit level to set level
stringlines beneath the perimeter
beams of the deck roof.

TIP We set a minimum drop of
50mm to match the head rail width,
increasing to 230mm at the wall.

ALUMINIUM
CHANNEL

CEILING

BULKHEAD

Attach the bulkhead

Position the bulkhead boards
between the posts and wall, sliding
them up into the channel so they are
flush with the channel base. Secure
with 25mm x 10g stainless steel
screws through the side holes.

A triangular bulkhead allows head rails
to be attached level under sloping beams.

PERIMETER

Secure the channel

Clamp the channel at the inside
edges of the deck roof perimeter
beams. Drill 3mm pilot holes through
the channel clearance holes into the
beams then secure using 40mm x 10g
stainless steel screws.

BULKHEAD

REINFORCING
BOARD

Reinforce the bulkhead

Secure 42 x 30mm primed timber
to the bulkhead using 40mm x 8g
treated pine screws, providing solid
attachment for the head rail. Add
vertical studs every 1000mm then
clad with primed 230 x 19mm boards.



Install the blinds

To enclose this deck on three sides, we
installed six Windoware Bistro Blinds.
Bistro Blinds come in clear
or charcoal heavy-duty PVC and
feature a black trim.
Standard clear 2100 x 2400mm
blinds cost $249 each, and
2400 x 2400mm cost $269, with
wall fixing strips about $17 each
and zip joiners about $18.
Standard blind widths are 900mm,
1500mm, 2100mm and 2400mm.

Clamp the blinds

Attach the blinds to a structure
such as a beam, wall or bulkhead.
If securing to a crossbeam, the head
rail can be attached to the inside,
outside or base edge. Clamp the blind
in position ready for drilling.

wALL - |
ANCHOR

Attach the wall anchors

To seal against the weather, insert
the roped edge of the blind into the
anchor channel and slide it to the end.
Drill Smm clearance holes through the
flat section of the anchor channel and
secure to the post or wall with screws.

Charcoal width sizes start from
1500mm. The width measurement
includes 50mm side strips on both
sides. The blind has a drop of
2400mm that includes the base flap.
To enclose this deck, the width
measurements were taken between the
insides of the posts and from the edge
of a wall to the inside of a corner post
using a metal tape for accuracy.
TIP Bunnings has a range of bistro
blind options available.

SOCKET
WRENCH
. iy

-—

—

Secure the head rail

Through the predrilled holes in
the head rail, drill 30mm deep holes
into the bulkhead with an 8mm twist
bit. Secure the blinds by tightening
the coachscrews with a socket wrench.
TIP Use Dynabolts in masonry.

ﬁHEHDH

w

ANCHOR
PLATE

Anchor the blinds

Use screws to secure anchor plates
to flooring or decking. To hold the
blind steady and prevent movement
in light wind, adjust the length of the
anchor strap on the base rail.
TIP Roll up the blinds in high wind.

To roll up, release the anchor straps and
unzip both sides, then pull the lift cords.

Join additional blinds

To join two or more blinds, zip
off the roped edges and attach a zip
joiner. Align the adjoining blind so
the teeth line up, zip them together
and tension slightly, then clamp the
head rail and secure as before.

J
-
%
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WALL —#"
ANCHOR E »
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Add a cord cleat

To keep the blinds in position
when rolled up, use screws to secure
a cord cleat to a post or wall at an
accessible height. Tie off the lift cord
in a figure-eight pattern to prevent
tangling and ensure smooth operation.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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Live outside
THE SQUARE

From a clevermicro apartment to a mobile

cottage on rails, the homes of today are

a lot more than justbricks and mortar———Ey

28 JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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Simon Woodroffe reveals the
mechanics of his prototype Yo! Home.

re vou in the market for a new
home? Why not downsize to
an apartment that transforms
into layers at the touch of a button,
or invest in a modular pod to get away
without leaving vour postcode?
Today’s home can be whatever vou
want, whether it's mobile, round, has
disappearing rooms or is hidden
below ground level. The only thing
that hasn't changed is that home is
still defined as being a place to sleep,
eat, store your belongings and seek
refuge from the world.
Handyman scoured the globe
and found six of the world’s most
unusual places that people call home.

DOWNSIZED CITY LIVING

A little bit of space doesn't have to
mean a little bit of living.

Former set designer and founder of
the Yo! Sushi chain in the UK Simon
Woodroffe has devised a TARDIS-like
urban home of the future.

With the press of a button or the
push of a wall, his Yo! Home creates
four times the amount of living space
within its compact floorplan.

At almost 80sqm, it lacks dimension
but not depth with banks of hidden
storage and clever dividers borrowed
from the principles of Japanese design.

‘What I've tried to do is use the
mechanics of stage scenery, because
[ was originally a set designer for rock
shows,” says Simon.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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By day, the apartment space is used

mainly for living with a sunken sitting

area. At night, press a button and the
master bedroom floor descends.

‘In the morning, you press the
button again and the bedroom rises
into the false ceiling,” says Simon.

The sitting room coffee table
can be raised into a small dinner table
for one. For a larger group there’s
a sunken dining area for four that
retracts below floor level to create
more space when not in use.

‘Press another button and a screen
comes down, pull the curtain and yvou
have a home cinema that works when
you're in the bedroom as well.

HIDDEN STORAGE

‘When vou're in bedroom mode
there’s the ladv’s dressing room which
[ call the Barbie wall. You just swivel

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

the living room display wall around
and you have a place to store and
display shoes,” says Simon.

Even the red gloss galley-style
kitchen hides away behind
a retractable panelled feature wall.

A problem in most homes,
especially smaller ones, is a lack
of storage. But the Yo! Home has
a wide range of options.

‘We also have a cellar,’ Simon says.
‘Here it's a wine cellar but there’s no
reason why it can’t be a different
shape and used for different storage.’

CUSTOMISING THE SPACE
‘When you have somebody to stay,
the mockffice, or mock office, slides
out and turns into a bunk bed.

‘If you have kids, you can make it
double bunk beds. You can have any
number of bunks built into the wall.

The sunken dining area can be
tucked away for more living space.

And if you want privacy, there’s
a pull-out sliding wall,’ says Simon.

The prototype home is fairly
upmarket, but Simon says it can be
customised according to the owner’s
budget and needs. He's confident
Yo! Homes will feature in the global
urban landscapes of the future.

“This is what you can do when you
use mechanics within a home. What
we're hoping to do is build skyscrapers
all over the world full of these.’
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The recessed kitchen is hidden
behind a retractable feature wall.

ainto a kid's room

ace for guests.
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A retractable bed is the ideal solution
for tight spaces, studio apartments
and extra accommodation when
guests stay. It runs rings around

a foldaway sofa by freeing up the
floor area when not in use.

This type of bed usually folds
out from a wall cavity but Chinese
inventor Wang Xianquan has designed
a model that's stored up high.

It’s camouflaged as an orb-like
light fitting by day, then released
from its hiding place at night.

The touch of a button causes the
structure to descend, spacecraft style,
revealing a circular bed with canopv.

DOUBLE DUTY CUBBY

Wang created this bed for when his
daughter stays in his tiny 48sqm
apartment consisting of a Kitchen,
bathroom and living/bedroom.

When lowered, it hovers about
a metre off the floor, in line with the
window. It's the right height for
capturing breezes, while the gentle
rocking motion enhances sleep.

Hundreds of sheer but heavy-duty
suspension threads support the bed’s
weight while the hanging system
creates a cubbyhouse effect.

Not only is it a space-saving bed
that provides quality sleep, it's a fun
place to play, too. ~
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In hanging mode, the circular
bed doubles as a cubbyhouse.
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Say goodbye to cabin fever with
modular buildings on tracks that can
take you practically anywhere vou
want to go when you need a change
of scenery, from skyscrapers one day
to a mountain lakeside the next.

The brainchild of Swedish
architecture firm Jagnetfalt Milton,
the Rolling Masterplan is an urban
extension concept for the Norwegian
city of Andalsnes.

MAKING TRACKS

The plan, if implemented, will
transform Andalsnes into a city that's
really going places, with buildings
constantly shifting position using
old industrial train tracks.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

The small, flexible buildings can
be switched and rearranged according
to different needs and seasons.

Among other options, the firm
has proposed a rolling hotel, public
baths and concert hall, transforming
the host city into a unique and more
user-friendly place.

‘In the current proposal there
are 23 different types of rolling
buildings, including a hvdrorail
building that can also float.

‘Fully implemented in the city
there would be over 100 rolling
buildings,’ sav the architects.

If the urban concept’s given the
go ahead, Andalsnes will become
a pioneering city in motion.
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British® Paints

sh® Paints
SEASONS

Semi Gloss Exterior

Trust British Paints :
Sure ¢4

British Paints, 4 Seasons and Trust British Paints Sure Can are registered trade marks.
Terms and conditions apply to the 4 Seasons 15 year Guarantee, please see product label for further details.
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When Scottish landowner Walter
Micklethwait wanted to venture into
the holiday accommodation market
he took a most unusual route.

As well as opening up his house to
guests and renting out a yurt on his
property, he bought a decommissioned
1954 army fire truck for about $4600
and Kitted it out as a rural retreat.

It took four days to drive it home
to his remote Highlands estate because
the truck only clocks an average speed
of 35km an hour.

CUSTOMISING THE INTERIOR
Walter fitted out the truck, now
named Beer Moth, with unused items
from his home including a Victorian

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

bed, stove, table, chairs, cupboards
and even parquetry flooring.

His biggest expense was enclosing
the rear of the truck to protect guests
from the unpredictable weather.

The canvas walls with plastic
windows set him back $2145, almost
half the total price of the truck.

Although there’s no running
water or toilet and solar panels power
the lighting, Walter says he has no
problem attracting guests willing
to pay $690 a week for the privilege
of staying in his jazzed-up truck.

Perhaps it’s because what Beer
Moth lacks in mod cons it more than
makes up for with privacy and priceless
views of the Scottish Highlands.
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Add custom-made pillows
for relaxing solo time.

Attach the pod to a tree for a nature
retreat in your very own backyard.

Kids driving vou crazy, partner too
messy or do you have houseguests
that won't go home?

Beat a retreat to the comforting
Cocoon 1 from Switzerland’s Micasa
Lab. This transparent sphere is
designed for solo use and transports
vou to a happier place for a getaway
when you just can’t get away.

Hang it from a tree, a deck beam,
or even over water. Best of all, vou can
still watch the outside world but the
outside world can’t reach vou.

PLANNING YOUR COCOON
Scheduled for imminent release,
Cocoon 1 has a 180cm diameter and
weighs 97kg when empty. A standard

model is expected to cost about
$3000. Accessories include a hanging
net and hooks as well as a sturdy base
to stop it rolling away.

Micasa Lab has even made add-on
modules to enhance the orb lifestyle
with storage, cooking, plumbing, wi-fi
and sleep options complete with
custom-made pillows.

An optional power pack provides
either 40 hours or 20 hours of light
and 30 minutes of cooking time.

In addition to the standard
Foundation 360 base, Micasa Lab has
also created a Foundation b base that
adds a lead weight underneath so that
Cocoon 1 can float on water while
remaining upright.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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What lies beneath

Underground living is not new but
this property in upstate New York has
taken the concept to greater depths.

On the surface the home looks
like a simple cabin but the site once
plaved a pivotal role in Cold War
relations, with the quaint country
retreat concealing the entrance to
both a missile launch base and
underground survival bolt-hole.

At the height of 1950s nuclear
tensions between the West and the
USSR, hundreds of defence missile
silos were built by the US government
to be activated in the event of nuclear
war. Once this threat passed the
bases were abandoned.

Today, long after Cold War
relations have thawed, the site’s been
painstakingly renovated into a unique
luxurious residence.

No easy feat when most of the
living space is metres underground
and shaped like a giant silo for storing
intercontinental ballistic missiles.

CONVERTING THE PROPERTY
The site was bought in 1991 by
business partners and cousins Gregory
Gibbons and Bruce Francisco.

Bruce says when he first inspected
the property, it was just a stairwell
coming out of the ground.

He told the New York Daily News,
‘I saw that the missile base here was
in raw condition and I thought we
should do something amazing with
it. I wanted to build a surface home
as a covert entrance.’

The first three years of work saw
a group of students hand-dredge
the underground two-level circular
launch control room that had been
submerged for 30 years and was
covered in sludge.

These levels now feature high-end
interiors with windows streaming
simulated daylight.

Rooms in the underground levels
include living areas, plus a bathroom
and also a Kitchen.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

CONVERTED
CONTROL ROOM

On the bottom level, 12 metres
underground, is a 907kg impenetrable
door leading to a 15 metre tunnel.

This tunnel ends in a 56 metre
deep cylindrical missile storage room
still in original condition.

The steel structure casing held
the missiles intact. Stored vertically,
they were rigged to rise then lift off
via the nearby control centre.

The 73 hectare estate also has
a private runway, aircraft hangar,
tunnels and impenetrable walls
designed for top class global security.

The silo originally cost around
$18.23 million to build in 1958.

In today’s money, this equates to
about $143 million.

Simulated daylight illuminates
the underground rooms.
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RENOVATING?
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On the surface, the site ﬁ’:mks
like a high-end country retreat.
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HOUSE FLIPPING

A DIYer shares her tips for turning around
a fixer-upper for profit in just 10 weeks

WORDS SITA SIMONS PICTURES SUE FERRIS

ad good bones,
nd out the back.

The rundown house h
with potential to expa
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AFTER

Opening up the living space and
tetting in light transforms the room
and appeals to potential buyers.

veryone knows someone who's
made a killing flipping houses
or bought their home for a song.
Thanks to all the home reno
shows, buying and making over
a house in need of TLC might look
like a no-fail money-spinner.
Part-time property dabbler Claudine
Novak knows the temptation well.
‘I bought my first house and made
a bit of money when I sold it five years
later. It gave me the confidence to
think about renovating for profit.’

FIND THE PROPERTY

If vou're planning on buyving into

an area not known to vou, spend time
researching and make contact with
local real estate agents.

Check out the sales of similar
homes over a period of time and be
certain of vour target demographic.

‘I buy in the area in which I live
because it's the market | know. I also
don’t want to travel far, as variables
eat into your profit,’ savs Claudine.

‘Some of the best advice I received
was to make a detailed projection of
costs before making an offer,’ she says.

Costs include purchase price,
holding the property, loans, fees, reno
costs, and selling expenses.

Being thorough and realistic
prevents the bottom line coming as a
nasty surprise. Set a minimum return
then anything on top is a bonus.

Once the property is yours and
finance is settled, work can begin.

‘For vour first project, aim for three
months and don't exceed six. The goal
is to buy and sell in the same market.’

MAXIMISE THE INVESTMENT

Claudine found her property after
a lot of looking around. ‘It was good
value for the area, so I jumped at it

The Victorian era bungalow was in
good structural condition with intact
period features, including original
tessellated tiles, a bullnose verandah
and intricate iron lacework.

‘The lounge room was small but
I could see that opening the kitchen
into the living space would transform
the look and feel,” says Claudine.

Another clever improvement for
minimal cost was to raise the ceiling,
adding to the expansive and bright
feel of the primary living space.

The old spotted gum floors had
to be replaced, an expense Claudine
wished she could have avoided, and
the bedrooms were carpeted to add
a luxurious feel.

§0 o Rear lane access leads to off-street
i< % ‘parking that doubles as an outdoor
# '-lll.?ii.hﬁlfeﬂf_.;'adqin‘g-.valug to the property.

by ) = -
s FEOSE - L
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Kerb appeal was improved with l
inexpensive fixes. The tiles were
cleaned up and patched, the window
trim and fence painted, and a bright o
new paved path led the eye to the
front door, now painted sea blue.

The rear of the house had a lot of
potential due to the size of the yard,
so Claudine installed new sliding
glass doors and added a deck.

In line with the deck, an external -

: o,
laundry and housing for a water tank ¥
immediately improved the look and i 5
function of the home. ™ = N

The old pavers were lifted and
replaced with turf to better suit
the needs of a family, while some
separate space for grown-ups was
incorporated into the design.

‘The eye went straight to the
garage door, so | decided to keep a
paved section at the end of the garden
and painted everything fresh white.’

Adding smart furniture and
a pergola created a sophisticated
entertaining area and highlighted
the garden’s multifunctional appeal.

-
-

-

2

- J’ a
AFTER mE -
A new skylight and mo:

o INCREASE THE LIGHT
Many buyers are put off properties
that lack good sources of natural light,
whether because of small windows, an
unfavourable aspect, overgrown trees
or poor room configuration.

Artificial lighting goes a long
way to improving livability, but
nothing beats natural light.

Installing skylights or sun tubes
can be the best money you'll spend.

‘Adding light where [ can is
something [ always do,’ says Claudine.
‘It's easy and effective to put in
a skylight, and the small
cost is far outweighed
by the great result.

‘In this bathroom,
installing a skylight
allowed me to block
off the existing

window that looked
right into the house
next door,” she says.

" Anew path and paint give the

home a neat, well cared for | k! 4 '
ol Lo

TESSELLATED .
TILES

42 JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Despite the Space,
a poor layout with |

With prices ranging from a few
hundred dollars up to $2000,
it's best to consider the size of
the room and what it's used for
before choosing a new skylight.

A good rule of thumb is to
choose a skylight equivalent
to 10% of the floor area in size.
Installation by a supplier should
cost about $75 per hour.

Roof windows are both a
window and a skylight, making
them ideal for attic conversions,
extensions and for creating an
airy glass-ceiling effect.

If you don’t have the space
or budget for a skylight, dome
lights are an affordable option.
Some models also incorporate
ventilation and fans, making
them ideal for bathrooms.

Tubular lights are often called
sun tubes or sky tubes and are
good for getting light into small

spaces such as hallways.

_the old bathroom had
ittle room for storage.
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The freedom to create
an extra bathroom el ]
wherever you want.

It looks like any luxury bathroom. But look carefully. T \

This bathroom was once an under-utilised attic space.

Thanks to Saniflo, this bathroom was created without any From shower
major plumbing work, instead using 20mm pipes that were W
easily placed within the stud walls. Impossible? There s no %‘

such thing with a Saniflo macerator pump. S |
dnisim Imeansians

See more amazing be_lthruum stories at saniflo.co.nz o A L s S s
or for more information call 09 624 3977. Outlet diameter: 20mm.
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AFTER
New sliding doors create a seamless
flow to the outdoors for relaxed living.
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DECORATE AND PAINT

Neutrals are the colours to use when
renovating a house to sell because
thev're easy to match, inexpensive
and let a buyer add their own style.
They also make a space feel bigger.

ith

utlook,
In Claudine’s house, a retro tile T ——

. dThe l_iving room was small, w
ndescript carpet and a limited o
H_

SELLING SUCCESS

Thoughtfully renovated and ready to
go, Claudine’s property sold quickly.
The work took 10 weeks to do

and cost $185 000. The after-sale
profit was more than $200 000 but
was split with a joint investor.

“The market was a bit flat when
we sold but holding on is always a
gamble. All in all, this one was pretty
straightforward but there are things
I learn every time,’ says Claudine.

‘I think an important point to
remember is that no renovation will
go entirely to plan and part of the
process of doing this is learning to
let go of mistakes and move on.’

motif dominated the long hallway
from the entrance.

While unique, it had the potential
to put off buyers so Claudine covered
it with particleboard, referencing the
period with embossed wallpaper
beneath the dado rail.

Avoid bland walls by adding colour
and texture with accessories and art.

‘Whatever your taste, what is on
the walls should inform decorating
choices. Large, colourful pieces are
great for staging for sale,’ says Claudine.

But don’t be tempted to use too
much of your own style in the home.

‘Keep it fresh, simple and unfussy
to appeal to potential buyers.’

[AA JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman



Johnson Tiles Glass Tile Range is available in 5 colours in a gloss finish.
Heat Resistant to 500-600°C, they are ideal for splash backs in domestic f
and commercial applications. The benefits of being 300x100mm allow

the user to create unlimited design options. o h I lson

The Johnson Tiles Glass range is available from Bunnings. —I— ‘ L - S

Available at

22U UNNINGS
warehouse www.johnsontiles.com.au



ge 3 i
rea ®Pening ont, a halcnny

of space for a kitchen ,

REVAMP 10
RENT OUT  §

Make money as a landlord
by turning a commercial unit a__
into a residential space _'

WORDS MONICA NYE MAIN PICTURE ARUNAS KLUPSAS

Jan had two new walls built to create
a Separate bedroom with balcony access.
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an Newland’s two-storey blue-chip

commercial space was starting to

feel a little too spacious.

After 13 years there running
a communications company, Jan
planned to scale back her work
commitments, so she no longer
required the entire space.

She devised a plan to turn her
investment into two money-making
enterprises, a residential unit vielding
more than $25 000 a year and
a tax-effective working office.

THE APPROVAL PROCESS
Although the space had not been
previously used for accommodation,
it was close to the city, transport and
cafes, and offered secure off-street
parking and intercom access.

It had a north-facing leaty aspect,
a generous balcony, big windows and
a large terrace ideal for entertaining.

With a bit of a floorplan rejig
and council approval, Jan planned
to rework the original foyer into
two separate entrances.

The basic idea was to shift the
company workspace upstairs and
renovate the downstairs area into
a one-bedroom apartment.

‘ was a novice so I had a lot of
hurdles to jump. The development
application took me about 10 months
to get through council,’ says Jan.

“The biggest obstacle was
getting approval for a mixed-use
development, so I could convert my
commercial suite to residential. Once
I had jumped over that, I just had
compliance issues to deal with.’

A neighbour with a similar
property was renovating at the same
time, so they shared their knowledge,
doubled up on tradesmen and

swapped tips on dealing with red tape.

= AFTER
e former office Space is now

a one-bedroom flat with a kitchen,
laundry and open-plan living area.

THE RENO PLAN

“The downstairs area was gutted
then I had new walls put in and
the plumbing and electrics done.
“The second toilet room was
turned into a compact laundry
and linen press area, and a tiny
kitchenette was knocked out to
make the bathroom bigger.
‘A brand new kitchen was then
installed in the living area,” Jan says.
The renovation began in August
2012 and took just two and a half
months. The only major hiccup was
the privacy screening on the balcony,
separating Jan's unit from next door.
‘l ordered the screens back in
September but they didn't come until
the start of December and they're
not finished. There were a few tears
there but delays come with the
territory and that’s really the worst
problem I've had,’ Jan says.



AFTER
A good use of floorspace resulted in

a sleek, streamlined hathrf_gm.

COMPLIANCE ISSUES but am actually very happy with the
Jan says the usual trade compliance final cost as I know my neighbour
certification and council bureaucracy spent about 20% more,’ she says. :
didn't faze her, as she was organised. Although Jan has permission to
‘Going in as a novice I didn't know  strata the upstairs unit and turn that
at first vou have to prove vou've done into a potential second source of
it right by getting approval certificates income, she’s biding her time to see BEFORE
from all the trades. how the local real estate market moves.
‘The man who puts up the wall “There are a huge number of
has to give a certificate saying the commercial leases available around
wall is building code compliant,’ here at the moment but it’s filling up i
says Jan. ‘The plumber who puts instead with residential.
in the taps has to give a certificate ‘I'm guessing that's because a lot of
to say they have the right flow rate, the former businesses that were here
and on it goes.’ have gone to trendy inner-city places.’ o AFTER

She now considers the whole
certification process to have been
a valuable learning curve.

‘Knowing all that’s involved, I'm - Here are Jan's top tips, learnt on MAKE SAVINGS Jan used existing
happy to do it all again upstairs. I'll - the steep curve of her first reno. downstairs plumbing when redoing
just remember not to let any tradie - CUT YOUR LOSSES ‘If you have the bathroom and converting the
leave until they give me a certificate!” - atradie who's slow, doesn't turn up second toilet into a laundry. For the %
- ordoesn’tdo a good job, get rid of upstairs, she'll use her neighbour’s é
THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT - them fast. It's your valuable time and  existing sewage pipe connection to %
Jan’s modest budget of $60 000 - money that's being wasted,’ says Jan.  make installing a toilet cheaper. e
plus appliances resulted in a total - SHARE COSTS If you're able to share ~ FIND GOOD TENANTS ‘The sooner you :
transformation of the property and - costs and tips with anyone else, then  can get the certification, approvals
created a modern unit commanding - do so. 'l was lucky a neighbour was and renovation done the better, then .
more than $500 a week in rent. - renovating at the same time so we you can start recouping costs by -
‘I naively thought I could've got - helped each other.’ renting out the property,” says Jan.

away with paying less for the reno
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EARLY SETTING HIGH QUALITY HARSH ENVIRONMENTS

!

olcim

Available at leading hardware stores nationwide



50 JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman



| BRING [T TO
' THE KERB

Add easy, eye-catching DIY features
to glam up the front of your house

irst impressions are just as
F important for your enjoyment

of your home as they are to its
kerb appeal for resale value.

An inviting front vard doesn't
have to cost thousands of dollars, it
can be as simple as landscaping a flat,
bare patch of ground and adding
a stone wall and arbours.

Best of all, you can give your home
the look of an established residence
in just a weekend by speeding up

construction using primed treated
pine for the arbour gateway and stone
blocks instead of bricks for the walls.
Finish the look by adding a paved
patio and path to the gateway, plus
a few landscape features, including
new plants for colour and greenery.
To save research time, take a photo
of the area vou're planning to plant
up to your local nursery.
The staff will advise you on plants
that will look good and grow well.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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MAKE THE ARBOURS

Define the access to the front door
with arbours built from primed
exterior finger-jointed pine.

The decorative arbours are built
using pairs of posts, clad on all sides
and supporting a lintel on either side.
The trellis arbour is made by adding
an integrated lattice panel.

Adapt the size of the arbours to
make the gateway proportional to the
home and apply an exterior acrvlic for
a weatherproof finish.

TIP Use H4 treated pine for the posts
and concrete directly into the ground,
priming the posts and any cut edges.

Add-atrei‘lls to the arbpurgateway, or" 4iigh
_buil‘q g'-t'relliﬁed drbour against a wall.

PPG Suntuf Exterior,
$59 for four litres. ppgpaints.co.nz

7 | :

FRAME

TEMPORARY

SETOUT FRAME

<1 Lay out the frame <) Sink the posts ~ Attach the lintels

.. Set out the arbour positions using <. Add 100mm gravel then the posts .. Use offcuts to support the lintel
a temporary 90 x 45mm timber frame,  to the holes. Check for plumb then then secure with 120mm x 14g bugle
measuring the diagonals for square skew-screw the posts to the frame. screws. Continue the height mark
then bracing it. Mark post locations Clamp temporary braces between the around the post using a speed square
with stakes at the corners then dig posts and frame then mix water and then secure the second lintel and cut
900 x 300 x 300mm post holes. fast-set concrete in the holes. the post to length with a handsaw.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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ARBOUR GATEWAY
measurements in mm
| ‘r minln '.' 4/
INNER —
D= CUTTING LIST e LA seotevs
PART SIZE NO. silnlElm i i <— CLADDING
TREATED PINE ‘ LU
Posts 3300x90x90 4 i : | ‘ I I -
PRIMED FJ PINE UL AL
Lintels 2700x 185x42 4 Mupoeg
Cladding 2200x138x 42 8 LY ‘ ‘jﬁ
Inner cladding  2385x90x 19 6 BASE SLATS a2 o rO
Rails 1800x90x42 5 L oPAceR |
Base spacers 525 x90x 19 2 | 900
Spacers 300 x 90 x 19 8 SLADDING CONCRETE —>
Top spacers 450 x 90 x 19 2 i |
Slats 1800x 42x18 10 —
B
TIP This cutting list makes two arbours, r__,/ﬁ"—*""
one with a trellis. g

-
- |
"
. i
-

o

|

45&:111'& the cladding 5Make the lattice panel Finish the trellis

Remove the lintel supports then Leave off two sides of cladding. Attach a straightedge 140mm
prop the base of the cladding above Position the rails side by side and above the top rail as a guide, position
the post footing using a timber offcut.  square lines across the edges 223mm the slats centred on the markings and
Secure the cladding, butting against from one end then at 150mm centres. butted against the guide, then secure
the lintel with equal overhang both Secure the spacers with 40mm x 8g with 60 x 2.8mm galvanised nails.
sides then add the inner cladding. screws, adding the rails as you go. Add the remaining cladding. ~

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013 53
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BUILD RETAINING WALLS

[f your front garden has a gentle
slope, create zones with level terraces
that can be planted up to create
contrast with the contoured raised
area closer to the house.

Here, the gradually curving wall
butts against a paved driveway and
retains a 700mm high garden bed
making garden maintenance easy.

Each wall is built on a 50mm thick
bed of concrete poured into a 100mm
deep trench, ensuring the base of the
first row stays below ground level.

The large base stones are about
300mm long and the intermediate
stones are about 250mm long.

For the top, we used smaller cap
stones but you can also use pavers, cut
with a bolster and lump hammer.

Set out a curved wall using a hose
and line marking paint, then excavate
and fill to create a vertical face, digging
a 400 x 100mm deep footing trench.
TIP To speed up the excavation
process, hire a bobcat for the day.

Establish the angle

Keep the face of the wall 500mm
from the setout line, hammering in
long stakes at the ends and at suitable
points in between to follow the curve.
TIP Angle the stakes back 100mm per
metre of wall height for stability.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman
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colourful edging plants and pots.
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Set stringlines
Secure stringlines to the stakes as

a guide to maintain the face angle of
the stone as the wall is built.

TIP Move the stringlines up the stakes
as each course of stones is laid, just as
vou would to build a plumb brick wall.

CONCRETE
FOOTING

Spread the footing

Mix four parts gravel, two parts
sand and one part cement then spread
a S0mm thick concrete footing along
the whole trench, working in sections.
TIP If the soil is dry, make the concrete
mix a little wetter to keep it workable.

PICTURE [TOP] GETTY IMAGES



STACKED RETAINING WALL
measurements in mm

WALL
ANGLE
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Lay the base course
_ Position the base stones in a
random arrangement of size, following
the stringlines to ensure a consistent
angle for the face. Butt the stones
tightly against each other, keeping
a flat edge on top for the next course.

Add the fill

" To assist drainage, wrap geotextile
fabric around agricultural pipe and
butt it against the base stones. Moving
the stringlines, lay the courses in one
direction, staggering the joints. Fill
behind the wall with gravel.

If the wall meets grass at the top
or base, add a 100mm wide strip
of concrete for mowing.

Excavate a 100mm deep
trench that’s about 150mm wide
and position 90 x 45mm timber
formwork, secured with pegs.

Fill behind the formwork with
concrete, levelling the surface
with a steel float, and finish by
rounding the front edge of the
concrete with a concrete edger.

When the concrete has cured,
remove the formwork and backfill
the gap with soil.

Marshalltown Concrete Edger, $31,
from Toolware. toolware.co.nz

Finish the wall
.'Split off wedges from larger stones
using a lump hammer and bolster and
use them to fill gaps. Set a stringline
at the finished wall height, apply
a thin bed of concrete and lay the
capping stones, tapping them down.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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HOW TO

SAVE ENERGY COSTS

Keep warm this winter without running up the power bill
with these simple D.l.Y. solutions for the entire home

repare for the cold months with
this can-do guide to improving
the efficiency of vour home
from the living room to the laundry.
B ADD INSULATION to reduce the

need for artificial heating. The range
of D.LY. products for walls, ceilings,
floors and pipes means it's more
affordable than ever.

B CLOSE OFF ROOMS being heated

and once warm, turn down or switch
off the thermostat.

M OPEN CURTAINS and blinds during
the day to let in winter sun and

add warmth to the home, choosing
curtains with pelmets to help keep P

out the cold night air. |

B APPLY WEATHER STRIPPING around “
doors and windows to block draughts. Bradfo rd

B INSTALL ENERGY EFFICIENT LED - :
light bulbs throughout the home. gdd |nSUIatI0n

Install insulation to save
on power bills over winter.

#*

£ —_— Ty S

FOR EVERY SPACE /N
4 g , , LIFETIME
B LIVING ROOM Use lamps to illuminate

SEE BACK OF PRLCK

specific areas instead of overhead
lighting, choosing light coloured
shades for the most light.

Connect multiple electronics such
asa TV and DVD to a power board
with individual switches.

B LAUNDRY 5ave water and power by
only washing full loads and in cold
water, hanging clothes on the line

or an indoor airer to dry.

B KITCHEN Turn appliances off at the
wall when they're not needed to avoid
standby power bills and only boil the
amount of water needed for a cuppa
and not the full jug.




ENERGY SMART HOME

- o S

SOLAR GARDEN
LIGHTING

e

CURTAINS ON
WINDOWS

CARPETIN
BEDROOMS

LAMPS
FOR LIGHT

SWITCH OFF
APPLIANCES

INSULATE
WALLS

DRAUGHT PROOF
DOORS

A BUNNINGS PROMOTION
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Reduce energy bills and
stay warm this winter.
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Bradford Gold R3.2 insulation,
covers Bsqm, $102.93 a bale.
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L.T. Williams stainless steel
A-frame airer, $54.98.

Arlec four-outlet powerboard,
$19.99 for a pack of two.
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Fasteners

Use PVA adhesive on all joints
and 40mm x 8g timber screws
to build the box then secure

it to the pine noggins.

Add the plywood back to the
box with 20 x 1.25mm panel pins.
Assemble the face frame

with 75mm x 8g screws then
use 40mm x 8g timber screws
to attach it to the box.

-




Hole in the

WALL SHELVES

Cut out a piece of plasterboard and |
for recessed shelving you can build |

DIY- $105

HAVE IT DONE FOR $505

SKILL> 7 2
TIME> 1 DAY

torage in a small home can be
hard to come by but in a room
with plasterboard walls, you
have extra space at vour disposal.
Easy to build, this shelving is
a box measuring 1800mm high and
395mm wide that fits between wall
studs spaced 405mm apart. If your
studs are at 600mm, simply adjust
the dimensions of the box.
Before you buy the materials,
choose the position, locate the
wall studs and cut a hole in the
plasterboard using a keyhole saw.
To get the box width, measure
between the studs at the top and base
of the opening, checking for plumb

with a spirit level, and subtract 10mm.

For the depth, measure from the
wall surface to the back of the hole
and subtract 6mm, cutting the shelves
to fit with a 1.5mm gap either side.
TIP Walls contain pipes, wires and
more, so you need to find a clear spot.

CUT THE COMPONENTS

For standard 90 x 45mm wall studs
and 10mm plasterboard, build the
box using raw or primed pine.

Cut two noggins from 90 x 45mm
timber to fit between the studs at
the top and base of the box, securing
with screws skewed through the
ends into the studs.

The box sides, top and base are
cut from 90 x 19mm pine with two
rows of 5Smm holes drilled on the
sides for the shelf support pins.

Secure a strip of pegboard with
Smm holes to an offcut of 42 x 19mm
timber with adhesive, using the
template to drill the shelf pin holes
20mm from the edges of the sides.
TIP Paint the box after the face frame
is attached, let it dry then secure it in
the wall cavity, adding the shelves.

]

Irwin Keyhole Saw, $32.
irwintools.co.nz

nstall a timber frame
n a day for just $105

ot

75X 50mm
HOLE

PLASTERBOARD

K

To check the space between studs
is usable, cuta 75 x 50mm hole
in the wall with a keyhole saw.
Use the mirror of a compact
and a torch to look inside. Inspect
the space for pipes, wires and
other obstructions. If the cavity
is clear then cut the hole but if
not, repair the plasterboard.
TIP Switch plates and outlets
indicate wiring in that stud space.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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PLASTERBOARD |

b

PLUME
LINE

KEYHOLE SAW

Cut the hole

Use a stud finder to find the studs,
marking level lines at the top and base
between them and plumb lines down
the inside edges. Use a keyhole saw to
cut the plasterboard, letting the blade

follow the sides of the studs.

Make the face frame
Position the face frame rails
between the stiles and clamp. Drill
2mm pilot holes and secure with
screws through the outside of the
stiles into the rails, covering the

screw heads with timber filler.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Drill shelf support holes

Secure a strip of pegboard to a
19mm thick offcut then clamp it to
the box sides as a template. Use a stop
collar on a Smm drill bit to make
10mm deep shelf support holes 20mm
from the edges, spaced 50mm apart.

— — v

B -

——

~="" SHELFSUPPORT
HOLES

-

I FACE FRAME

BOX SIDE

Attach the face frame

Position the face frame on the box
with 20mm overhang on the outside
and drill 2mm angled pilot holes at
300mm centres, securing with screws.
TIP Or use 30 x 2Zmm bullethead nails
to secure the face frame from the front.

DRILLED

OLES

1 Assemble the box
Position the top and base between
the sides and drill Zmm pilot holes,
securing with screws. Position the ply
back and secure with nails on one side,
square up the box using a builder’s
square, securing the other three sides.

NOGGIN

Install the shelves

Position the box in the wall cavity
and secure to the noggins with screws.
Secure one screw through the centre
of the sides but don't over-tighten and
pull them out of plumb. Insert the
shelf pins and position the shelves.



HOLE IN THE WALL SHELVES
measurements in mm
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= CUTTING LIST
PART SIZE NO.
PINE
Box sides 1800 x 90 x 19 2
Box top and base 357 x90x 19 2
Shelves 304 x90x 19 7
Face frame stiles 1840x42x 19 2
Face framerails 351x42x19 2
Noggins 400 x 90 x 45 2
PLYWOOD
Back 1800 x 395 x 3 1
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Go online to download the tools, materials and
costs to make these recessed wall shelves.

1800

The 2013 Trusted Brands survey

winners are going to be announced
in our Reader’s Digest August
edition — and to celebrate the
results, YOU have
the chance to WIN $500!

Entering is simple — Just the
Trusted Brands New Zealand

Facebook page and tell us what

trust means to you!

TO ENTER and find out more
about Trusted Brands visit

www.truste ,,,L,)__r;’;g r1r|ﬁ“ COo.NZ

Ty

Full'terms and conditions can be found!enline, Entries close 20th June,
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RUNG HUNG
CLOTHES RACK

Paint an old timber ladder and mount it on the wall to
create vertical storage for clothes and accessories

loor space is often at a premium
F in a small bedroom and without

enough wardrobe storage, clutter
can become hard to avoid.

This clothes rack made from an
old timber ladder provides valuable
storage without dominating a space.

To revamp a ladder, prepare
the timber for painting using a belt
sander, then drill holes in the rungs
for coathangers. Secure the ladder to
timber brackets painted to match.

Sand the timber

Use a belt sander to remove
any old paint or other finishes,
wearing eye, ear and breathing
protection. Smooth the raw timber
by hand with a sanding block
and 180 grit abrasive paper.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Clothes are hung from the rungs
and storage boxes stacked on top, with
bags, hats, scarves and wraps draped
over the ladder ends and brackets.

To hang the rack, calculate the
weight of the ladder, yvour clothes
and any other items, then choose
the appropriate fasteners.

For over 10kg, use sleeve anchors
like Dynabolts in masonry walls. In
plasterboard use metal toggle bolts or
secure 65mm x 8g screws to the studs.

Paint the ladder

Fill any holes or cracks in
the ladder with timber filler and
sand smooth. Apply two coats
of purple acrylic using a paintbrush,
sanding lightly between coats with
180 grit abrasive paper.

Ryobi 800W Belt Sander, $99.
ryobi.co.nz

Hang the rack

Mark the positions of the hangers
on the rungs and drill the holes using
a 6mm twist bit. Secure the brackets
to the end rungs using 25mm x 8g
timber screws then secure to the wall

with screws, toggle bolts or Dynabolts.

FPICTURES AUSTRAL
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/ Add streamlined storage to the

Vi bedroom with a timber ladder you

can turn into a clothes rack in a day.
\ "\
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Bring a bit of nature indoors by using
branches as brackets for a floating shelf.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

Since branches don't have the
same kind of structural strength
as steel brackets, only use the
shelf for lightweight objects.
To mount the shelf on
a plasterboard wall, secure it
using Wall-Mates, about $7 for _
a pack of four with screws, from Y
ITW Proline (itwproline.co.nz). '
In a masonry wall, make
holes using a hammer drill
and masonry bit then tap in
wall plugs. Secure the brackets
with 8g screws long enough
to go through the branches and
penetrate 2omm into the wall.




BRANCH-BRACKE |
WALL SHELF

Turn a melamine board left over
from a piece of flat-packed
furniture into a distinctive
display shelf by securing it to the

wall with forked branches.

We used crabapple tree branches
but any other smooth-barked tree
such as eucalyptus will work.

Source branches from an arborist
or the next time vou prune, save ones

30mm thick with a straight main

branch and a second forking off at 45°.

Trim the branches
Temporarily secure a length of
90 x 45mm timber at right angles
to a scrap piece of plywood, then
clamp the straight side of the branch
to it. Use the edge of the ply as a guide
to cut the fork with a handsaw.

nstall a floating shelf with
the garden for a simple ye

[rregular and organic shapes
like tree branches need to be adapted
to be used with a board in place of
geometric shelf brackets.

Trim the branches to fit into
a right-angled space using a simple
clamping technique, then secure
them to the shelf with 40mm x 8g
countersunk timber screws.

TIP If vou don't have a melamine
board, use 800 x 300 x 18mm
plywood, MDF or particleboard.

ERANCH
POSITION

Attach the brackets

Clamp the shelf upright, position
the branches against and trace around
the ends. Drill clearance holes in the
shelf and pilot holes in the fork ends.
TIP Drill near the base of the branch
marks so the screws penetrate enough.

supports sourced from
- eye-catching display

A

Stanley Heavy Duty Handsaw,
about $10. stanleytools.com

SPIRIT LEVEL

Hang the shelf

Use a spirit level to mark the shelf
position then drill clearance holes
through the branches and secure to
plasterboard with Wall-Mates or to
masonry with wall plugs and screws.
TIP Support the shelf on a ladder.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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AINICK -

KANACK

SHELVES

Make the most of an empty corner and install floating
shelves to put books and bric-a-brac on show

DIY- $95

HAVE IT DONE FOR $495

SKILL> 7 2
TIME> 1 DAY

emember Grandma’s corner
Rﬂabinet filled with a lifetime of

treasures? Here’s a modern take
on that old-fashioned display method.

Floating shelves like these are
simple, cheap, quick to make and
free up valuable floorspace.

Installed in a corner they also have
the bonus of using wasted space and
can be put up in any room, as the size
and number are easily adjusted.

These shelves are just triangles cut
from 16mm thick MDF using a jigsaw.

Corner studs are easy to find so
attaching at that point will be easy,
but the next stud may be a little too
far away to suit the supports.

If that's the case, secure the
shelf support at the outer end using
a plasterboard gravity toggle.

They sit on supports with mitred
ends to fit in the corners, cut from pine
moulding using a handsaw.

The shelf supports are secured into
the wall studs while the shelves are
attached with adhesive and nails.

TIP Try Colonial Pine Moulding
Architrave, 60 x 18mm, about $18 for
2400mm, from Porta (porta.co.nz).

PINE
MOULDING

e —

SECURE TO THE WALL

We used a stud finder to locate the
wall studs then installed four shelves,
starting 600mm from the floor with
a spacing of 400mm in between to
maintain an open, uncluttered look.

For extra storage, five shelves
positioned at 300mm spacings can
also be installed.

For a neat flush fit it's important to
check the adjacent walls are square to
one another using a builder’s square
before cutting out the shelves.

If the walls are out of square, mark
and cut out a cardboard template
for the shelves, then check the fit is
correct. To cut out the shelves transfer
the template to the MDF.

Drill a T0mm hole through the
plasterboard then pass the machine
screw through the batten and wind it
into the toggle head.

Insert the toggle through the
plasterboard, pull back and tighten
the screw with a screwdriver.

#%  TOGGLE
\ BOLTS

50mm Ramset Gravity Toggles,
%7 for a four pack. itwproline.co.nz

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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Cut the shelves
.Mark a diagonal cut line across
two 600mm squares of MDF and cut
triangles using a jigsaw and a sharp
timber blade. Round over all cut edges
with 180 grit abrasive paper.

Mark the shelf positions

In the corner, mark the support
positions, starting 600mm off the
floor then spaced at 400mm for three
more. Use a spirit level to extend
500mm long lines across the walls.

QSAW

" HAN

") Prepare the supports

. Use a mitre box and handsaw to
cut eight S00mm shelf supports with
a 45° angle on one end and a 45° mitre
on the other. Sand all cut edges and
apply two coats of acrylic paint.

SUPPORT

J

45° ANGLE

_ Secure the supports

Check the mitre joints, use a spirit
level to position the supports, securing
to the wall studs with 50mm x 2.0mm
bullethead nails. Punch in the nail
heads and cover with timber filler.

PAINT

Paint the shelves

! Apply at least two coats of semi
gloss acrylic to the shelves using a
small roller, leaving it to dry between
coats. Paint the underside of the
shelves and the front edges.

SHELF

Position the shelves

Run a bead of PVA adhesive along
the top of the supports. Starting at the
base, position each shelf and secure
with 30 x 1.6mm bullethead nails on
both sides spaced at 150mm centres.

KNICK-KNACK SHELVES
measurements in mm

L o

WALL WALL
400
SUPPORTS
e E = -—\.;I = i e
400
400 =
400 - 500 )\EEEKJ
- H'“-h
FLOOR o

D= CUTTING LIST
PART SIZE NO.
'MDF

‘Shelfsquares 600x600x16 2
MOULDING

Shelf supports 500x60x18 8

+ Handymanmagazine.co.nz

Go online to download the tools, costs and
materials to make knick-knack shelves.
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Makita has been the circular saw of choice for
kiwis for over 30 years, offering the perfect
combination of power, performance and
reliability in a range of sizes, cutting depths

and features.
Take the 5806B 185mm, the hardworking all

rounder or the 5007NK 185mm, 1,800W of pure
grunt with 63.9mm cutting depth at 0°.

There’s the 5008MG 210mm, the lightweight yet
powerful saw with 75.5mm cutting depth and

magnesium base. Or the standard in circular
saws, the N5900B 235mm, a 2,000W workhorse

excellent for ripping and cross cut work in
everything from ply to hardwood.

All work with thin kerf blades for greater accuracy
and less drag on the saw increasing work life.

Just another reason why Makita circular saws
are used by more builders nationwide.
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CIRCULAR SAWS

This powerful tool 1s great for making long,
clean, straight cuts in a range of materials

CORDLESS

CORDLESS OR ELECTRIC?

Any job that requires repetitive straight cutting calls for

a circular saw, which uses a selection of disc-shaped

blades to cut materials like timber, plastic and metal.
Buying cordless or electric depends on the intended

use and your budget, as cordless saws cost more. ELECTRIC
Electric models have better repetitive performance,

making them the superior option in most cases.

When portability is an issue or it's problematic to
get mains power, cordless is the way to go.

For the DIYer an 185mm electric circular saw is a
good size for general purpose use and not too heavy. >

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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STRAIGHTEDGE
GUIDE

FACTORY

* MAKING
STRAIGHT CUTS

For accurate cuts, run the saw
along a straightedge guide instead
of trying to follow a cut line by hand.

Use a spirit level for short cuts
and the factory edge of 19mm thick
plywood for long cuts.

Measure the offset from the
baseplate edge to the blade, adding
the blade thickness if the piece
being cut off is the one you need.

Add the offset to the cut width
and mark the timber at both ends to
clamp the straightedge in position.
TIP Make the cut with the offset side
of the baseplate on the same side as
the guide for saw stability.

The offset is the distance from the
blade to the edge of the baseplate.

WHICH BLADETY

The more teeth on a blade, the smoother the cut. Use blades with 16 teeth for fast cutting along the grain, 24 teeth for general
purpose cutting, and 40 teeth for sheet material or fine cuts in timber. Use specialty blades for material other than timber.

-
zito |8

2
Thakita

= 185mm
_t' a5 FRATH & Jo=nm Bare
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Ozito 180mm three-pack, $20. Comprises Irwin Marathon 184mm, 24 teeth, Makita BluMak 185mm, 40 teeth, $35.
16, 24 and 40 tooth blades for hardwoods, $33. Welded tungsten carbide teeth for Anti-friction coating for clean, smooth
softwoods and various plastics. a 30% stronger bond and 50% longer life. cutting with tungsten carbide teeth.
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Y 1. blade should

protrude through the timber
by about halfatooth.

Adjust the baseplate up or down to
set the blade to cut to a precise depth.

P

\ GUARD

RETRACTION
LEVER

| ADJLISTME#I"T m V i THE DEPTH

LEVER g st :
s . N Having too much of the blade

}' Vg, { 8T i exposed while cutting makes the
| saw more likely to kick back.
To set the blade, determine the
: : i M required depth by unplugging the
| . £ .- | 1€ saw and holding it against the timber
with the blade guard retracted.
Loosen the depth adjustment
. lever and pivot the baseplate until
the blade extends about 5mm
lower than the timber, tightening
the lever before cutting.
TIP The blade can also be set to
cut less than the full thickness for

making grooves or housings. »

WO CATTING
2501

Diablo Demo Demon 184mm, 24 teeth, Diablo All Purpose 184mm, 40 teeth, Irwin Professional 184mm, 60 teeth,
$40. Lock-tooth technology for framing $45. Tungsten carbide teeth for extreme $40. Precision diamond-ground teeth for
and demolition of timber, nails and all. impact resistance in timber and plywood. fine trim cutting and finish work.
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BEVEL CUTS

For tight mitred corner joints on eaves, deck surrounds or cabinetry you need to make perfectly square and straight
bevel cuts. Use the blade angle indicator to set the required angle before tightening the tilt control on the saw.

1. SET THE DEPTH OF CUT 2. HOLD THE SPEED SQUARE TIGHT

Start by unplugging the saw, retracting the Clamp the board securely to a level work
blade guard and positioning the saw on the surface then line up the front of the blade
board. Adjust the baseplate until the blade with the cutting mark. Slide a speed square
extends about 5mm past the base of the against the baseplate then hold it tightly or
board. Tighten the depth control lever. preferably clamp it against the board.

9

»r.

'y |
I
g ;
al .
*

3. MAKE THE CUT 4. KEEP THE SAW STEADY

Start your circular saw then nick the board Maintain firm contact between the back
with the blade to make sure it’'s aligned, of the saw baseplate and the square until
keeping the saw’s baseplate tight against the saw blade completely clears the board.
the edge and sliding the saw through the cut. Allow the blade guard to close before

Let the short piece drop free. releasing the trigger.
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SMOOTH ANGLE CUTS

Decks, pergolas and timber frames often require angled cuts to be made. The key is to use a guide with an adjustable
arm that allows you to set the angle, or to clamp a straightedge at the desired angle to guide the saw baseplate.

1. LINE UP THE SAW AND GUIDE

Align the blade with the cut line and slide
the square up to the saw’s baseplate.

Grip the guide firmly against the board.
TIP Retract the blade guard to prevent the
lip catching on the timber.

3. KEEP THE SAW MOVING SMOOTHLY
Concentrate on keeping the baseplate
tight to the guide and the saw moving at

a constant speed throughout the cut. Avoid
stopping and starting, and be mindful to
keep the cord free from getting snagged.

2. PUSH INTO THE CUT
Start the saw and slide the baseplate against
the guide, pushing the saw firmly and
steadily into the cut. If the guard has been
retracted release it about 30mm into the cut.
TIP To retract the guard, clamp the guide.

4.COMPLETE THE CUT .
Keep moving the saw steadily forward while b

keeping the back of the baseplate in contact
with the guide. Let the blade fully exit the
timber and allow the blade guard to close
before releasing the trigger. »
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PLUNGE CUTS

When you can’t start a cut from an edge, like when making a window opening in sheet material, plunge cuts are very
useful. Excellent technique is required for this potentially dangerous cut, as it presents a high risk of kickback.

1. POSITION THE SAW 2. LOWER THE BLADE INTO THE TIMBER

Hold the front edge of the baseplate down Start the saw and allow it to spool up to
firmly, aligning the 90° notch on the front of full speed. Gradually pivot the saw down
the saw with the cut line. Retract the blade to start the cut without moving it forward.
guard with one hand and sight down the Hold the saw firmly while making the cut
blade to align it with the cut line. to make sure it doesn't kick back.

Suitable for experienced
DlYers only, plunge cutting

can be a dangerous way

of using a circular saw.
Says Symon Maxwell,

National Training Manager \

for Ryobi, 'If you have any doubts

in your ability, then enlist the help of someone

capable and experienced.’

\ AS j - : Follow Symon’s tips for safe plunge cutting.
” . A (W i * Plan and prepare each cut.

K.” "'"::.._ - L RESR

SRR Y

i : * Ensure the blade is sharp and in good condition.
* Keep the cord clear of the work area, making
sure it will travel unhindered with the saw.

% Make sure you can perform the cut without the

_—

: | saw being obstructed from above or below. E
% Have secure footing and tuck in loose F
When the back of the baseplate connects clothing, hair and jewellery. E
with the workpiece, release the blade guard * Take your time and let the saw do the work. -
and cut forward. Watch the front of the blade * Ensure that you are wearing all of the i
carefully to stop the cut at the corner. Let the appropriate safety equipment. -

FICTURE

blade fully stop before lifting it from the cut.
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cuT
LINE

OFFCUT

i 450 90e
NOTCH  NOTCH

*TESTING THE
ACCURACY

The two notches at the front of the

baseplate indicate the position of the

blade when making cuts, when it’s

either at 90° or tilted to 45°. Position

the edge of the notch on the line,
with the blade on the waste side.

If using a straightedge guide to
cut large pieces of sheet material
such as plywood, check the guide
Is accurately positioned by starting
the saw and pushing it forward to
just barely nick the edge.

Check the width of the cut stays
on the waste side of the line and if
it's slightly over, adjust both ends
of the guide to correct it.

JTEST &
7 NICKS

*USING THE
CUTTING GUIDE

To use the factory edge of a piece
of timber for accurate cuts along
the grain, use the T shape cutting

guide called a ripping or side fence
that normally comes with the saw.

The fence is secured using a bolt

that can be tightened with a shifter,

screwdriver or by hand if a wingnut.
Slide the fence through the slots
in the baseplate, adjusting it so that

the distance from the outside of the
blade to the inside of the fence is
the width of the desired cut,

TIP Add an extra Tmm to allow for
the fact the teeth splay out slightly
wider than the blade thickness.

STRAIGHTEDGE
"GUIDE

*REPLACING THE BLADE

To change a blade, first disconnect
the power then loosen the bolt that
keeps it secure, turning it in the
same direction as the rotation of
the blade, which is anticlockwise.

Most saws feature a spindle
lock button that locks the blade
so the bolt can be loosened and
a new blade secured.

If yours doesn’t, use a clamp or
pair of locking pliers to immobilise
the blade before loosening the bolt,
usually with an Allen key.

CHANGE THE BLADE if it's blunt or
worn, especially if you are planning
to cut hardwood and the tungsten
carbide teeth are chipped. »

gKs 190

BLADE —
RETAINING

BURN MARK
SAW MARK

CLEAN EDGE

SMOOTH CUT
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CIRCULAR SAW BUYING GUIDE

Circular saws are categorised by the diameter of their blade. The most common and best size for the DIYer in the corded
range is an 18omm blade. The amount you spend on a saw should depend on what you'll use it for and how often.

Cordless circular saws are smaller, quieter and can be less intimidating for a novice DIYer than electric saws, but they
are also generally more expensive. Be aware that the battery is often sold separately at extra cost, as with the three
saws below, so choose a model compatible with a cordless tool you already have and use the same battery for both.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

Features a powerful motor and Great cutting performance and Powerful saw with two-step gear

a compact, lightweight design that electronic protection that prevents reduction for increased torque. The
allows the 150mm blade to cut the battery from overloading or 165mm blade cuts to 66mm at 90°.
to a depth of 45mm at 90°. overheating, and excessive discharge. Battery recharges in 22 minutes.
Ryobi 18V Li-ion 150mm Cordless Bosch 18V Li-ion 165mm Cordless Makita 18V Li-ion 165mm Cordless
Circular Saw, $129. ryobi.co.nz Circular Saw, $329. bosch-do-it.co.nz Circular Saw, $559. makita.co.nz

Corded circular saws provide reliability and the best overall performance if used hour after hour. There is no recharging
to worry about, but you need to be mindful when trailing a 20m extension cord around a worksite. They can be used for
cutting all types of timber and sheet material, with specialist blades available for tile, aluminium, concrete and plastic.

OCCASIONAL USE REGULAR USE HEAVY USE

A handy tool at the right price Comfortable ergonomic handle Features a built-in light and blower
for many cutting jobs around the for optimum control and a 1500W function for improved accuracy, with
home with 1200W of power and motor that delivers sufficient power a powerful 1800W motor and a blade
a soft grip for comfort. to handle any DIY job. that cuts to 63.5mm at 90°.

Ozito 1200W 185mm Corded Circular Bosch 1500W 184mm Corded Makita 1800W 185mm Corded

Saw, $65. ozito.co.nz Circular Saw, $115. Circular Saw, $299.
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NEW

LOCK-ON
FEATURE

: : : SECURELY LOCKS
snap on the plastic cover. onto FastTrack Rails. ACCESSORIES
TO RAIL

Determine your storage needs Hang the FastTrack Rail and snap shelving and accessornes

VERSUS
SCREWING

TIMES

MORE STORAGE

space ..

Rubbermaid

Available at

PUNNINGS
FastTrack® Garage System
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Sp

ace saving
ORKBENCH

Suild a storage cabinet with a fold-down top to squeeze

a complete workshop into a small garage

DIY- $290

HAVE IT DONE FOR $1090

SKILL- 7 2
TIME- 2 DAYS

any of us have a single car
garage which means our
workspace has to double as a

parking area. If that's the case at your
place then this is the bench for you.

At 400mm wide this bench can
be positioned against a wall and when
the car is out of the way it opens up to
a generous 1540 x 800mm worktop.

The front half of the benchtop
is hinged and simply lifts up, with
pivoting support arms that are held
in position by removable ring bolts.

It has an underbench shelf that’s
handy for keeping power tools and
also large enough for paint tins, plus
four drawers for storing DIY materials.

Made from plywood with a pine
frame, the benchtop and drawer faces
are finished with clear polyurethane
and the rest with green acrylic paint.
TIP Hang a pegboard over the bench
to keep hand tools within easy reach.

CUT THE COMPONENTS

The bench is cut from two sheets

of 15mm thick CD plywood with
the bench back and drawer bases
cut from 6mm plywood.

Have the components cut to size
by your supplier or use a circular saw
and straightedge guide.

The bench frames are cut from
90 x 45mm pine with the 20 x 19mm
drawer guides cut along the grain
from an offcut of 90 x 19mm pine.

Make sure you select the sheets
of CD plywood carefully, as it is not
an appearance-grade product. The
knots and any defects are filled on the
C side, so use it facing out.

Zenith 110 x 9.3mm Ring Bolt,
$9. itwproline.co.nz

The drop-down top means that
when the benchisn'tinuseit's
only 400mm wide and doesn’t
encroach on valuable floorspace.

Butt hinges allow the top to
swing up and down with support
arms on the sides rotating to
carry the weight of the top.

The arms are locked in

position with ring bolts pushed
through clearance holes.
TIP To secure the arms more
positively, tap T nuts into the
clearance holes and wind the
ring bolts into them.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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MAKE THE

82

BENCH

BENCHTOP ™

TOP
FRAME

Assemble the carcass

Position the frame sides between
the fronts and backs, securing with
screws. Secure the frames to the fixed
benchtop and base, turn the benchtop
upside down and position the sides,
securing with screws into the top
frame then attach the base frame.

DRAWER
FACE

DRAWER / : 4
HANDLES T,

lihw“mnfs e
Build the drawers
Position the drawer sides between
the fronts and backs, securing with
screws at each corner. Add the bases,
slide in the drawers and shim the faces
with even gaps, attaching the handles

first so the drawers can be removed to
secure the faces from the inside.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

FIXED BENCHTOP !

Attach the shelf

Position the shelf using the divider
and offcuts as supports. Mark the shelf
position on the sides then drill pilot
holes between the marked lines and
secure with screws. Position the bench
face down and secure the back panel
with screws at 300mm centres.

% L)
o,
By 2 =

. =P .';_-I.-'._' ’ "
8 FOLDING  —*7
~ BENCHTOP

} -
—— — -3

b
%1

50mm BUTT HIHGE%

Secure the folding top

Turn the bench upside down and
butt the folding benchtop against the
fixed top. Position hinges 75mm from
the sides and in the centre, securing
with screws to the folding top and the
frame. Centre the brace on the folding
benchtop and secure with screws.

Install the drawer guides

Position the divider, checking for
a neat fit so the shelf is not bowed.
Mark the divider location on the base
and shelf then drill pilot holes and
secure with screws. Secure the base
drawer guides first then measure up
165mm to secure the top guides.

. A ' TWIST
W BIT

;-"" - L W SUPPORT 1
‘. ARM |

: o ML e,
sl #“ L"{"‘-.'-'l'

e s
o

Add the support arms

Cut a half-circle on one end of the
support arms using a jigsaw, and a 45°
angle on the other. Position the arms
against the sides, drill 6mm pilot holes
and secure with coachscrews. Drill
10mm diameter holes for the ring bolts
through the arms and frame sides.



SPACE SAVING WORKBENCH
measurements in mm

D= CUTTING LIST

PART SIZE NO.

' DRAWER

PLYWOOD B Y

Benchtops 1940 x 400 x 15 2 |

Sides 865x 400X 15 2 bl )
Base and shelf 1410 x400x 15 2 DRAWER /
Back 1440%x835x6 1 Sk —m— ; 132
Divider 330x400x15 1 DRACE — y e |
Drawer bases 693 x380x 6 4 ! - " 380 /
Drawer front and back 693x132x15 8 {163 A
Drawer sides 350x132x 15 8

Drawer faces 693x163x15 4 Ay

PINE

Frame front and back 1410 x 90 x 45 4

Frame sides 310 x 90 x 45 4

Support arms 775 x 90 x 45 2 _

Brace 1406 x 70 x 35 1 Hﬂ“d?lﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂgﬂ:lﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ-“!
Drawer guides 380x20%x19 8 Download the tools, materials and costs

_--'-—_-

FOLDING B ——
BENCHTOP —

BHAEE C_//’\_______ = -
FIXED . ——

suPPORT  WASHERS

/CDAEHSEREW

] RING

DRAWER HOLY

GUIDES

400

to make a space saving workbench.
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GEl THE
CARAGE SORTED

Turn a disaster area into an organised DIY haven in
no time with these five quick and easy storage 1deas

omart shelf system

One clever way to gain space is to use
areas like the gap between the garage
door and the ceiling for shelving.

We used 90 x 45mm timber for
the supports and 9mm thick plywood
for the shelves, but the design can be
adapted to store lengths of timber or
sheet materials instead of plastic bins.
PLAN THE SHELVING by determining
which way the joists run, spreading
the weight of the shelf supports over
three adjacent joists.

Measure the space Attach the shelf supports Install the shelves

To find the height of the support Use a stud finder to find the joist Cut 9mm ply into 1800 x 1200mm
sides, measure from the ceiling to the centres. Position the shelf supports, pieces, position on the shelf supports
top of the garage door and subtract drill pilot holes and secure to the and secure with 30mm x 8g screws.
25mm. Build three shelf supports with  joists through the angle brackets TIP These shelf supports are spaced
angle brackets at the corners and tops. with M6 x S0mm coachscrews. 600mm apart with 400mm clearance.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013

85



86

Workbench

A must for any keen DIYer, a solid
workbench offers a sturdy surface
for building as well as a place to
keep power tools when not in use.
You can build a bench yourself
but if you don’t need to customise
it to suit the space a readymade
option can be a real time saver.
The Rack It Work Bench, $117,
from Handy Storage, is a good size

at 1280 x 920 x 450mm, and takes ASSEMBLE THE FRAME by slotting
only 10 minutes to build using just the beams into the end uprights. Tap
two tools. handy-storage.co.nz with a mallet to seat the beams.

Garden shed

The great Kiwi shed is something of

a cultural icon, and if the garage

is a dumping ground for unfinished

DIY projects, then a dedicated

storage space might be the answer.
Duratuf sheds are made in

New Zealand and feature full timber

framing. They are sold in kit form

with an 18-year cladding warranty.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

A solid, durable bench isthe
. .;ﬁ"xg_prnerﬁ\f‘me of any workshop.

ATTACH THE BENCHTOP by
positioning it upside down with the
frame on top, securing with screws.

Available in a range of sizes
and colours, the heavy gauge
steel sheds have no corner joins
to improve weatherproofing and
safety. duratuf.co.nz

Duratui Furtress Tuf 800 Ehed
2810 x 1690 x 1975mm, $1286.

cFT] GETTY IMAGES

PICTURE [FAR LI



"‘1-—-_._-—:—"’-'_._] "-—..,._-___,__---‘-""

Wall-mounted storage

Reclaim floorspace by using the into organising the garage isin one

walls for storage. The Rubbermaid box. Simply attach the rail to a wall ‘
FastTrack range of hooks, baskets and and add the multipurpose hooks W |
shelving can stow almost any item you that come with the pack. ’ . ;
can think of. sims-distributing.co.nz THE HOOKS can be attached directly ’

FASTTRACK RAILS are quick and easy to the wall or snapped into place

to install, working with standard 450 or  on the rails using a lever-operated

600mm stud spacing. With the starter lock-on system, with the large
kit, everything you need to get stuck hooks holding up to 22kg.

Tough hooks

Capable of hanging everything
from lawnmowers to power tools,
these heavy-duty hooks keep all
the garage essentials to hand,
and off the floor and workbench.
The Crawford Heavy Hanger,
$12, from C.E. Lawford, can be
easily secured to plasterboard,
wall studs or masonry and can
be paired up to create a shelf.
celawford.co.nz

= WORLD’S MOST
FLEXIBLE FOAM

Did you know that Gorilla Nailpower Flexi was recently te d
by SGS Industrial? Visit our website for the full test repc

) High thermal and acoustic rating

L) Insulative, adheres and waterproofs

[ ) Insulation R2.8

) Unique click and fix system

) Excellent elongation at break
- three times that of standard foam

e ) Minimal post gxpansien |
- Expands as it extrudes from the gun, allowing better control

'I:'L'

TESTED TO 9,000 FLEXES OF 2.5mm

Why would you want to use any other foam?

== www.holdfast.co.nz




L A i i
tnuls can be daingernus
| 1. Especlﬁlly if the; Eqmpment
is not prnperl}f mﬁlntalneﬂﬂ
" Ifasawisdullora drllthlt is
blunted, you have to use mnre force
to get thelub done, whlch can cause
tm}ls to wander off CEILII‘SE and lead
to nasty cuts or other lnju‘rtes
DIY safely by keepmg_—jgnla in good:
nick and following a few c
§afety rules. Ban kids and. _'El'S from
work areas, avoid any ch%t fa-::tmns _
~ don't aver-exert ynurself nd always:

work at a steady pace.

. STORAGE AND MAINTENANCE

" Look after your tools and:ainre them

| carefully for many years {;i service.

" mGIVE EVERY. TOOL A HOME by keeping

them in assigned places where they

won't be damaged by r:-ther Iitems.
Store cutting tools where their

sharp edges won't be blunted, and

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

;;where
' I:-DI' yﬂur ingers
also he I{fp nut of reach of children.

monsense

g

300 f Stdra g basbf a
'. th ife of y@ur tdtm 5 and av0|d aCC|dent5

Eymu ﬁdamage other tools
any tools should

: 1 To pi*&veint rztmt stﬂre, your kit in
adry place apnd 5pray a t‘tist-lnhlhltmg
cuatmg on stgel tools nr put a few

\ packet’a n* qléy ar smcnne desiccant
inthé tuulb&x ur cabinet. '

' Packets of dp:srccant come with

*mﬂst new tunts and with ELVEGE
“household purchases ln:ludlng new

shoes and furniture. -

m PROTECT SAWS AND GHISELS by
storing them in blade. tm;ers ILWE
prevents I,her tools frnm éemg damaged
or from causing you darrfage when
you're rummaging in your toolbox
looking for something else.

If the tools don't come with blade
protectors, make your own. Buy plastic
report cover spines from a stationery
shop and slide them over the teeth of
your saws, of cut slits inte tennis balls
and slip them over chisel blades.

= KEEP T{JDLS DRY because mmﬁture

can rusta blade or warp a timber |
handle. Ifa tnul gets wet, wipe it with |
a soft, dry_clqth before storing it.

Ifit's ElﬂrEht}" or greasy, clean thEl g 1

tool with a damp cloth then wipe it
with a clean, dry clath.

Avoid oiling hand tools. If oil gets o
the handle, your grip might slip and yn

could be injured. If you have a numher [ "

of chisels to store, it's worth mvestmg
ina rui[-up leather case.
& I{EEP CUTTING TOOLS SHARP an#

cleaqtn help prevent accidents. Ne‘ver # |

let them get damaged or dull and if |

they're past repair, replace them.. i} y ﬁ

To tg[l whether a handsaw ﬂEEdﬁ
attenu&n examine its blade under“
a magrflfwng glass. If the teeth are}
rounded, look online for a saw and
blade sharpening service near yuu_

For a saw clogged with resin frem
cutting soft timber, use aven cleaner
then spray the blade with silicone. »

PICTURES GETTY IMAGES lINSET] THINKSTOC




Minimising risks
Before working with flammable
or toxic substances like paint or
PVC cement, turn off any gas pilot
lights in the room, open windows
and use a fan to ensure proper
ventilation. Don’t smoke and have
a fire extinguisher at hand.

Only buy as much flammable
or toxic material as you need for
the job in hand, no matter how
great the saving might be for
buying in bulk. Dispose of
leftovers as recommended by the

manufacturer, or
contact your
local council
for advice on
how to get
rid of excess
product.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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POWER TOOL SAFETY
Always follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for maintaining and
operating power tools.

If you have lost the owner’s
manual, check the manufacturer’s
website as they usually have the
manuals for all products.

Follow this general advice for
working safely with most power tools.

KEEP THEM UNPLUGGED whenever
they aren’t in use and disconnect the
batteries of cordless tools. Many
accidents happen by brushing against
the on/off switch of a tool and
accidentally turning it on.

AVOID CLOGGED AIR VENTS which
can cause the tool to overheat. If vents
do become blocked, clear them with
compressed air or a vacuum cleaner.

MINIMISE DUST or sawdust when
working by attaching the dust
collection bag that is usually provided
with the tool. This will not only
help with the clean up but also I

When you're using might create particles that could

f

pocket by stocking

reduces the chances of a fire. tools or machinery, irritate your respiratory system.
TREAT CORDLESS TOOLS WELL always wear sturdy USE A RESPIRATOR if you're going
by using only batteries and chargers shoes with slip-proof to be subjected to harmful vapours
designed for the unit. soles. Roll up your sleeves or fibres, such as from insulation.
CHECK THE FORECAST before and tie back long hair. Keep The best ones have interchangeable
charging batteries and unplug in ' hands free by carrying tools cartridges to filter the harmful
temperatures below 4°C or over 40°C. in a belt or a bucket and use the effects of toxic dust and fumes from
Batteries rely on chemical reactions appropriate safety equipment. materials like paints and adhesives.
that slow down in cold weather and WEAR HEAVY WORK GLOVES for PROTECT EARS when using a loud a
cease altogether when it's very hot. High jobs that can hurt hands and rubber power tool by wearing earmuffs or E
temperatures cause battery packs to gloves for handling toxic materials. using foam earplugs. E
degrade much faster than normal. Don’t wear gloves for cutting or %
drilling as the tool could slip. 2
; ™ E DIY SAVERS PROTECT EYES with goggles when A %
7 7 SB}'}' Learn hundreds of filing, grinding, or doing any =
TFIEKS At 'fEEP work involving dust E
more cash in your _ _ Tt
or flying chips. =

' - the bookcase with USE A DUST
with the DIY bible MASK when
Save $2\ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ EEndi"g or
With a Nail ($70, doing other
readersdigest
work that

direct.co.nz).
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solve all your storage problems with
the clever Horizon Series system.

Mix and match shelving units, cabinets, drawers, plastic totes for your perfect

storage solution.
s« Modern Silver vein powder coated finish
Available at

= Boltless system
s Quick & easy to assemble BUN"\lGS
s Flexible with fully adjustable shelves “ﬂﬂ&hﬂ“ﬁe

ndy-storage.com.au oOF www.bunnings.co.nZ

For more information visit: www.ha
You can also like us on Facebook.




Handyman
BUYER’S GUIDE

Take the DIY option for your home improvement
projects by choosing the best tools and equipment
from our market round-up

Hart 200z Curve

S Claw Hammer
Premium 1 |
1807 Side Nail Pull

I-Beam Design

Comfortable | | Magnetic Nail Set
Anti-vibration Handle

Quality

Angled Smooth Face
Thumb Detent

Machine Side Strike
Washable 1 Rip Claw

Durable

I i LY : + “._;- -k __._':...'._.:.:: 1 : Awﬂuhie u'
*Terms and conditions apply. ZUNNlNGS
. Distributed by Lynn River® Ltd, PO Box 7, Geraldine, New Zealand. wuahome




For Classifieds bookings contact Kerry McKenzie or Maree Selak at Hawkhurst Media 09 589 1054
or emall kerry@hawkhurst.co.nz or maree@hawkhurst.co.nz

Daltons %uum/ Planter Tabs

* Slow release feeding
for up to 12 months.

* Safe, easy to handle
and convenient.

* For trees, shrubs,
ground cover and
containers.

* Improved uptake
of nutrients due to
reduced leaching.

AFTER SANIFLO

The choice of professionals
Saniflo has a sophisticated, state-of-the-art plumbing solution that the ChOice Of gardener ’

allows you to situate your brand new bathroom in locations too hard
or expensive to plumb using traditional techniques. Saniflo’s quiet,
state-of-the-art, concealable macerator pump system transports
waste water up to 5 metres vertically or up to 100 metres horizontally
— easily reaching your nearest plumbing mains.

For more information
call 1300 554779
or visit saniflo.co.nz

Ph 0800 808 150
www.daltons.co.nz

-+ ayQ00mm
_:;i'l.'..:l"" 1. l'-.F.- -

.J | 450x19x900mm  we

Perfect Pine Panels

TI'Y grass-like carpet. '- Porta panels are perfect for DIY projects such

A house is nol a home withoul... a nice h“ﬂdﬂkﬂﬂflﬂﬂ!ﬂm&rpct as I"I‘Iakll'lg d CfoEE tE:lb|E’:, b'ﬁ”k&t bO)( or Shehftﬁg
stretch of nicely manicured lawn. has a refreshing and pleasant life-like - They are edge laminated for extra StrEﬂgth and

Here's a delightful way youcan bring = appearance, and is economical,

the great appearance of grass, and the hardwearing, easy to cut, shape and ‘ Stab”r{y Machine sanded and ready to Daint

pleasure of walking on it, indoors as lay, and easy to clean.

well 9 out. Treat yourhome or gardentothe (a8 or stain, Porta panels are manufactured from

Windsor Carpets Lawndale Artificial = carpet that’s like grass - Lawndale . . '
Grass Carpet works beautifully laid on  Artificial Grass manufactured in premtum qua“ty’ Clear grade plne SDurCEd frDm

indoor and outdoor decking, inside New Zealand by Windsor Carpets Ltd ‘ sustainable D|antati0 ns. They are available SUU‘

conservatories, around swimmingand | for New Zealand conditions, very

spa pools, or just in the backyard to high UV content. R, 450 or 600mm wide and 14 or 19mm thick.
save yourself hours of regular watering, Awvailable from Bunnings in _ : For more information. visit www pﬂrta CO.NZ

mowing and maintenance. Lawngreen, Silver, Beige and Olive.

Available at



Handyman BUYERS GUIDE

u BY MAKITA
UPER EC’D FOR
SERIOUS DIY.

Designed specially for the serious DIYer, Makita SSP combines all the trusted
values of the leading trade brand - reliability, durability, hard-working performance
and innovation, even a 12 month trade warranty - but without the frills that add to
the cost. So you can enjoy serious tools at not so serious prices.

Each tool also comes with superior features such as the new 82mm planer now

with up to Zmm depth of cut. With full ball bearing construction and a hardworking
980w genuine Makita motor. The MKP0826 has dual operation safety switch and
reversible solid carbide blades for longevity of service. Standard accessories
includes guide rule, wrench and blade gauge.

SSP s sp sy °

by Maru Jr1710,404r

Simple design, elegance
and affordability for
kitchens and laundries

Our Project Equip, Slim and 500 ranges have heen
developed to provide practical, affordabhle and simple
designed solutions for your kitchen and laundry.

All sinkware comes complete with overflow, wastes & plugs,
plus lifetime warranty on stainless steel.

For full information about the range offered by Totara
Marketing please call 09 274 4393 or visit our website
www.totaramarketing.co.nz
email sales@totaramarketing.co.nz

WORMSRUS WORM BIN

f;‘ om L ffﬁ; 747 "{? o g‘? Z’Eﬂ;g ¥ fﬁ"ﬂﬂa’f

Earthworms recycle organic material and return the nutrients to the
earth, enriching it and helping create new soil. Compost worms
can consume up to 30% of your household rubbish, which they
turn into rich castings. This WormsRus worm bin will take 7-10
itres of scrap fruit and vegetables a week (no citrus or meat) and is
ideal for small to medium sized families. Just put it in a shady spot,
add water each week, and the worms do the rest. You can tap into
a ready supply of rich liquid fertiliser, and the worm castings can be
tilled into your soil. Brilliant!

For more information go to www.wormsrus.co.nz
phone 0508 9677 - info@wormsrus.co.nz

CEMIX

Best technology - Best results

An ISO 9001 Certified Company

BIT PATCH

PERMANENT REPAIR FOR POTHOLE AND ASPHALT
REINSTALLMENT IN ROADS, CARPARKS AND DRIVEWAYS

'CEMIX [

BIT PATCH

RRP $4 NEW T
20kg Bag'ss 5 PHOHUGT AL
£ 20KG LAY

www.cemix.co.nz 0800 ASK CEMIX




3 “We can help
b~ you unlock the
secrets of D.LY.”

With D.LY. workshops, in-store experts and handy
In-store guides or online how-to’s, there are heaps of
ways we can offer you D.L.Y. advice. Whatever your
level of experience our experts will be on hand to help.

Free in-store workshops

Bunnings Warehouses hold free D.L.Y. workshops every weekend on a wide
range of home improvement projects. This month, get hints and tips on
everything from energy saving D.l.Y. to power tool know how. Contact your

D.LY. | local store for details.
WORKSHORS
D, Tl In-store advice, easy repair
Sl and maintenance guides
o '_"’*&-ﬁ*:@:"?;_”f Need some fix-it advice? You'll find home upkeep simple
E““ - with helpful tips and advice from our in-store experts.
"R B Y, Plus, we've got handy D.LY. brochures in-store or you
RROCHLUNES can download one at bunnings.co.nz.
N Pertect your projects with online guides
! We've got a wide range of helpful videos, calculators and planners available at
it : ] bunnings.co.nz They're full of expert tips and cover everything from painting
D.LY. to choosing the right tool for the job.
VIDEOS

To find all the information you need for your next D.1.Y. project,
visit bunnings.co.nz.

ZUNNINGS Sl

wc:relumse BEGINNING . . .
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Do now
% START planting onions
but keep them weed free for
a good harvest and store them 12' Xh
correctly for a long shelf-life,
from page 102.
® IDENTIFY and fix nutrient
deficiencies in soil for healthy
plants, on page 106.
% USE the fallen leaves of
deciduous trees to make
nutrient-rich leaf mould,
see page 108.

THIS MONTH

With winter hanging in the air the
garden slows down but there Is

still plenty to do outdoors
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SOW NOW

To harvest fresh food over winter,
spring and summer, sow these
vegies now.
mSNOW PEAS

m PEAS

m LETTUCE —y
m CARROT #&
= RADISH ©

-

Plant now

For garden colour and fragrance
in late winter and spring, plant
these ornamentals in June.

® ENGLISH DAISY

w CALENDULA
mALYSSUM
WLINARIA g
mSTOCK

Transplant now

Winter is the best time to move

deciduous trees and shrubs as they

go into a period of dormancy.
Mulch around the base with

a 100mm layer of well-rotted cow

manure towards the end of winter

to help boost spring growth.

TIP Add water-storage crystals to

the soil when transplanting.



PICTURES THINKSTOCK, [LEFT CENTRE] SHUTTERSTOCK

RED HOT
POKERS

Top pick
Red Hot Pokers bloom on tall flower
spikes in a burst of red, orange,
yvellow or green. To increase the
number of flowers, leave clumps in
the same position in the garden for
three or more years. When a clump
becomes bulky, dig it up, divide and
replant. Cut off dead flower spikes
and pull away old leaves as they die.
Red Hot Pokers need full sun and
well-drained soil. Certain species
tolerate light frosts, making them

a good colour injector for cool areas.

When to grow

Vegetables can be loosely grouped according to their growing season. Here is a brief guide to the three main groups,

= TL.C for tools

Winter is the perfect time
to take care of your tools.
Start by soaking
hand tools and secateurs
in diluted household
cleaner with a splash of ®
bleach, scrubbing them
clean with a stiff wire
brush or steel wool.
For larger tools,
scrape the soil from
any metal surfaces,
wipe over with a cloth
dipped in cleaner and
sharpen cutting edges
using a broad file.
Remove rust spots
with steel wool and wipe
over WD40. Hammer
nails into the shed
-+ wallto hang tools
heads up.
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including the most common varieties and the ideal planting conditions.

VARIETIES Broad beans, broccoli,
Brussels sprouts, cauliflower, onion,
peas, spinach and swede.

PLANT in temperatures of 10 to
20°C or even lower.

" CAULIFLOWER >l s
% CELERY _ “ '
%} s
P

VARIETIES Beetroot, carrot,
celery, leek, lettuce, parsnip,
radish and silverbeet.

PLANT when temperatures range
between 15 to 25°C.

WARM SEASON

‘I"lI"""‘.l‘l“'lll‘lll"'.""ll"'l'l'-l'.“lll"'i‘l""l‘.--l"l

EeEFESEERSEARER

VARIETIES Beans, capsicum,
cucumber, eggplant, pumpkin,
potato, sweet potato, sweet corn,
tomato and zucchini.

PLANT in temperatures above 20°C.

-

-..‘- pr s

“Handymanmagazine.t n. T"" Se B



v ' |
-.* " w
- 2o - !

Fallen leaves of Japamé m#l

m attractivg’:‘arpetu e} DMK,

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman




FICTURES [LEFT] GETTY IMABES [RIGHT] SHUTTERSTOCK

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

s the name suggests, these
maples are native to Japan,
growing as understorey trees

in forests and the edges of woodlands.

Treasured for their dazzling
autumn foliage display, they have
been cultivated in Japan for centuries
and in the West since the 1800s.

Deciduous small trees or large
shrubs, Japanese maples are all
slow-growing plants.

They are happy in full to part sun,
as long as they have protection from
harsh conditions. Most grow to about
four metres, though under ideal
conditions some can reach 10m high.

Autumn colour can be red, green,
vellow or purple in a variety of leaf
shapes and sizes. The best seasonal
colour is shown in climates with
clearly defined seasons.

Japanese maples must go dormant
over winter, so they have a hard time
surviving in climates where it

-
AL -

doesn’t get cold enough. -

The leaves have five,
seven or nine lobes ‘ ¢
and are usually from F -
40 to 120mm long.

They range from
the broad classic
maple form to fine or
cut leaves, which are
heavily lobed, to filigree or
dissected lace-like foliage,
and even variegated.
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BONSAI |
MAPLE

The names of maples give a clue
about the foliage. Atropurpureum
means purple or red leaves and is
used as a generic name as well as
a particular cultivar.

These types prefer afternoon
shade as their leaves discolour with
too much sun or too much shade.

Dissectum varieties have finely cut
leaves that can be barely thicker than
the skeleton of the leaf veins. These
plants need protection from wind
and hot sun, as they scorch easily.
TIP Small-leafed Japanese maples are
particularly popular as bonsai plants.

WEEPING MAPLES

A popular tvpe of dwarf maple is
formed by grafting a fine-leafed
Japanese maple with a weeping habit
onto an upright understock.

The tree will generally grow
only as tall as the understock, usually
one or two metres.

Most commonly
grown as a feature
tree, they also take
on starring roles
in rockeries and
in large pots.
Some have
lollipop-like,

straight forms,
while others fall in rippling waves
that would look at home in

a Japanese watercolour. ~
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-or a blaze of colour in even the smallest garden, go
for the bright and bold foliage of a Japanese maple

---------------------------------

Pruning a maple

Trim weeping varieties in winter
when branches are visible orin
summer when thinning is easier.
TIP Pruning in very hot weather
can burn newly exposed bark.

5 REMOVE ANY STEMS that stick
up from the weeping shape. Trim
the outer branches at the base

to the preferred length, removing
growth from beneath the graft.

) TAKE A LOOK at the tree's
shape from a few steps back, then
prune any branches that don't fit
the natural flow. It should look
like a symmetrical waterfall.

---------------------------------
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away frnm st[ ng winds.

“ In all but the coolast areas they do
better in semi-shade. Morning sun or
dappled sunlight are the best options.

. They like moisture in their shallow

" root run, _s’c} rich, friable, freé»..-d;éining
soil is bes’t but any that isn't heavy
clay or very alkaline will do.

PLANT by digging a hole four times the
~ width of the rootball and a little deeper.
Mix rich compost into the dug-out soil

and fill the base of the hole.
Remove the plant from its pot and
- gently tease out any circling roots,
~ then position it in the hole and
| \ backfill with enriched soil.

- .,M,!.I LCH with 70mm of well-rotted
organic mulch, keeping it at least
100mm clear of the trunk.

CARE for Japanese maples by watering
regularly for the first three years. They
don't need a lot of water but do need
it in consistent amounts.

PLANTING A
JAPANESE MAPLE

SOIL AND
COMPOST

ORIGINAL 50IL

Plant a Japanese maple on its In heavy clay soil, plant into a mound of
own as a landscape feature. new friable soil well above the original

level to create a zone of good drainage.
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Check that there is sufficient
moisture after rain, as shallow falls
may evaporate quickly.

PRUNE in winter or summer,
removing branches that spoil the
shape of the tree and any that are
diseased or crossing.

Summer pruning stimulates less
plant growth than winter pruning,
$0 you can get away with cutting
back a little more and the tree will
stay thinned out for longer.

WATCH FOR sucking insects, as scale
and mealy bug sometimes feast on
young shoots. They can be easily
removed with a toothbrush or
thumbnail, or sprayed with pest oil.

Aphids can also be a problem.
Use a soap-based spray or blast with
a jet of water from the hose.

Caterpillars are a common
problem, but just remove them
from the plant and squash them.

Fungal problems can be an issue,
especially in voung plants and bonsai,

so don't overwater, plant too deeply
or grow in heavy soil.

Repot a tree with fungal issues
into a disinfected pot filled with
fresh potting mix.

Leaf tips turning brown can be
a sign of overwatering or of leaf
scorch. Adjust watering if needed,
or consider moving the tree to a
more protected part of the garden,
or planting screening trees nearby.

..:3-._. e B b 1s L
spraymg ol

Al .l- .--|II
u gt il =

Kiwicare Organic Super Spraying Oil,
$13 for 250ml. kiwicare.co.nz

There are a huge number of Japanese maple cultivars available from nurseries. Look for a potted plant with a style
of leaf and autumn colour to suit your garden, checking the mature size to make sure you have the space

This small tree has soft green
foliage in spring that contrasts
beautifully with its mature salmon
pink bark. Its foliage turns pale
yellow and orange in autumn.
Growing to 5m high, this maple is
suitable for smaller gardens.

SANGO KAKU

The young coral-pink stems of
this maple stand out brilliantly

against the bare older bark in winter.

Growing to 6m tall and 5m wide,

it suits a larger garden and prefers
a protected spot. Autumn foliage

is yellow to apricot.

A small tree for year-round colour
with purple-green leaves that blaze
into bright crimson every autumn,
it grows to about 3m tall and wide,
with a dense canopy. Grow as

a specimen tree in front of hedging
or near larger deciduous trees.

Handymanmagazine.co.nz JUNE 2013
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Sweet or savoury, fresh or fried, this versatile veg
IS easy to grow, harvest, store and cook

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

nions are a Kitchen staple

and despite taking a long time

to grow compared to many
fast-cropping vegies, they are very
easy to add to the home harvest.

They need a sunny spot in rich,
well-drained soil with a pH of 6.5
to 7 that is not high in nitrogen,

A bed that grew tomatoes or zucchini
over summer is ideal.

Biennial plants, they grow leaves
and bulbs in the first year and usually
flower in the second, though they can
form flowers early and bolt to seed.

They can take six to eight months
to mature, but you can harvest as vou
grow and properly stored mature
onions will last a long time.

Full-flavoured white flesh

Varieties are often described as
early, mid or late season, referring to
the planting time. Early go in over
autumn, mid in early winter and late
in late winter and spring. Plant one of
each for months of successive crops.

Red, white and brown onions are
all available in varieties suitable for
different climates, so make sure vou
choose the right type for vou.

Brown onions are best for cooking.

White onions have a milder flavour
and can be cooked or used raw. Red
onions have the sweetest flavour and
are the best to eat raw.

All onions are part of the allium
family, which also includes leeks,
shallots, garlic and chives.

¥ Fresh, mild flavour

Alliums produce ball-shaped
purple, blue or white flowerheads on
a long stem. These add a beautiful
feature to the garden if vou're keeping
the onion for seed, but you should lift
mature onions if flower stems start
forming, or cut off the flowers.

Growing varieties suited to vour
area and sowing at the right time will
help to prevent onions bolting to seed.
TIP Fence off alliums from pets, as
they're poisonous to dogs and cats.

" Good-sized bulbs

“ Odourless
" Reliable grower for first-timers

= White flesh
'Stores well

“ Excellent keeping onion
" Stores well
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IN THE VEGIE PATCH

Rake in a fistful of sulphate of potash
per square metre for all soils, adding
dolomite for non-alkaline soils.

SOW SEEDS about Smm deep in rows
300mm apart. Thin seedlings as per
the spacing listed on the pack.
WATER REGULARLY at soil level so the
onions don’t dry out. As they reach

maturity, water only in dry conditions.

Don’t mulch, as onions can rot if
covered, and feed every three months
with low-nitrogen fertiliser. Weed by
hand without disturbing the onions.
HARVEST CROPS as needed once bulbs
form or snip the leafy tops for greens
at any time. Pull up immature bulbs
as spring or green onions for salads.

Dig up onions when the tops die
back, leave them in the sun until the
outer skins are dry then wipe off any

soil, removing the dead tops and roots.

Store in a cool, dry place or mesh bag.
Brown onions keep for six months,
white onions for three and red for one.
WATCH FOR thrips, tiny insects that
feed on new leaves, damaging growth.
To prevent infestations, keep the
area weed free and water at the roots.
Remove onions showing mould or rot.

Pull up onions when ready to
harvest and leave in the sun to dry.

.....................................................................................................................

Planting onion seedlings
If your previous crop is still in, or the soil is cold or wet, start onions as seedlings. Sow seeds into punnets
at the correct time for the variety, leave to grow into strong seedlings, then plant them out into the garden.

() SOW THE SEEDS 5mm deep in
punnets of seed-raising mix. Keep
just damp in a sunny spot and when
big enough to handle, empty the
punnets and separate the seedlings.
TIP Don’t sow early for the variety
or the onion may bolt to seed.

by —— ROOTS

TROUGH

< TIMBER
SPACER

) MAKE A SHALLOW TROUGH in the
soil of the garden bed. If your seedlings
are tall, trim the roots and tops by half.
Use a marked-up piece of timber or

a knotted rope to ensure the correct
spacing between seedlings, usually

90 to 100mm in rows 300mm apart.

©) POSITION THE SEEDLINGS in the
trough, backfilling to bury the roots
and not the bulbs. They will stand up
in a few days if flat at first. Give them
a good watering the first week.

TIP Grow with silverbeet, carrots
and lettuce but not peas or beans.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Double-onion pizza

PREPARATION TIME 25 mins
COOKING TIME 30 mins
SERVES 4

INGREDIENTS

1 shop-bought 30cm pizza base

1 Thsp olive oil

2 red onions, halved and thinly sliced

2 brown onions, halved and thinly sliced
2 cloves garlic, crushed

Y2 tsp sugar

3 Thsp tomato pasta sauce

/3 cup sliced bocconcini

10 sage leaves

¢} PREHEAT THE OVEN to 240°C. Spray a baking

tray with cooking spray. Position the pizza base on

the prepared tray.

) MEANWHILE heat 2 teaspoons of the oil in a large
non-stick frying pan over medium heat. Add the onions
and garlic and sprinkle with the sugar. Cover and cook,
stirring occasionally, for 7 minutes or until the onions
are soft. Uncover and cook, stirring frequently, for 5
minutes or until golden brown. Stir in pepper to taste.
) COMBINE THE PASTA SAUCE and the remaining oil
in a small bowl. Brush the mixture over the pizza base
and spread the onion mixture over the top. Add the
bocconcini and the sage leaves. Bake for 10 minutes

or until the dough is crisp and the onions are hot.

CHOP ONIONS WITHOUT TEARS

Onions are essential for lots of dishes but chopping
them does have the side effect of making eyes water.
Some cooks recommend chilling onions first but the
only real way to stop the tears is to wear goggles.

McGREGOR'S PRODUCT
is available at most leading Hardware stores and
Garden centres nationwide.
WWW.mcgregors.co.nz
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NUTRIEN T

DEFICIENCIES

Yellowed leaves, poor frult set or a failure to thrive?

't could be something your plants didn't eat -

hen vou have followed
all the rules on the label
for your plant but it's

still in poor health it could have
a nutrient deficiency.

These occur when the soil is
lacking one or more of the nutrients
the plant requires to thrive.

Deficiencies often show up in

the leaves, which may be discoloured,

distorted or dropping off.

The oldest leaves can show
problems best where deficiencies
have built up, though certain
problems, like calcium deficiency,
show first in voung leaves.

A plant nutrient is any element
required for normal growth. The air
supplies the essential elements of
carbon, hydrogen and oxygen but
others are supplied by the soil.

Synthetic or organic fertilisers
can prevent or treat deficiencies.

Some sap-sucking insects, fungi
and diseases can cause similar
problems, so look out for them, too.

And check that you haven't
over or under-watered, which can
also cause foliage problems.

JUNE 2013 New Zealand Handyman

GROW HEALTHY PLANTS
Improve your soil by adding
well-rotted manure or compost,
and spreading organic mulches or
leaf mould around existing plants.

Digging it into the soil to a depth

of 50mm can help to keep any
nutritional problems at bay.

For gross feeders such as
citrus, hibiscus, zucchini and
tomato, just use a good quality
complete fertiliser designed for
that plant. Or target the problem
and treat specifically.
TIP Always water plants well before
and after feeding.
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Yates Dynamic Lifter
Organic Plant Food, $18 for 7kaqg.

Plants growing in pots rely on us
to keep them healthy. Nitrogen is
often lacking, as decomposing
potting mix can use it up, keeping
it from hungry roots.

Fertilise container-grown
plants regularly when they're
actively producing new growth,
generally from spring to autumn.

Use a gentle liquid fertiliser
or a pelletised organic variety, as
salt-based fertilisers can burn
confined roots and leave excess

- salt crust on the pot and mix.

PICTURES GETTY IMAGES



Look for these symptoms in your plants to identify nutrient deficiencies in the soil. Confirm your diagnosis
using a soil test kit before applying the remedy, then treat at the recommended rates.

Older leaves yellow at the bottom Leaves turn yellow between Dark red-purple leaves with older

of the plant with others pale green. the veins and the plant suffers leaves looking burnt at the tips
Slow, spindly growth may appear. from slow growth. and poor fruit set.

TREATMENT Blood and bone, TREATMENT Epsom salts and TREATMENT Phosphate, manure
manure and fertilisers containing dolomite and bone meal

nitrate, ammonium or urea

w N
EPSOM SALTS
L s i El:llplu!u

ral gy b i e ek i b
il b i )

Hortico ALl Purpose Soluble Fertiliser, Tui Epsom Salts, McGregor’'s Vegemax,
$17 for 1kg. hortico.co.nz $10 for 600g. tuigarden.co.nz $10 for 400g. mcgregors.co.nz

Yellowing between leaf veins, New growth is distorted and New leaves pale between veins to

plus scorched and curling leaf can yellow and die, and fruit is light green, yellow or white.

edges and pulpy fruit. afflicted with blossom end rot. TREATMENT Seaweed extract,

TREATMENT Manure, seaweed TREATMENT Lime, gypsum, iron chelates, and ammonium

extracts and sulphate of potash dolomite and crushed eggshells sulphate and compost to lower pH
=

Qg == s
3 Laltons

Seasol Seaweed Concentrate, Daltons Big Value Garden Lime, Yates Gro-Plus Sulphate of Ammonia,
$11 for one litre, from Tui. $8 for 8kg. daltons.co.nz $13 for 2.5kg. yates.co.nz
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Nutrient-filled leaf mould adds
yto your soil and needs only fallen \
leaves, moisture and time to make.
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Collect fallen leaves then pile them up, wet and
forget to make a free mulch and soil improver

WORDS JECCA BLAKE

they're also full of essential These trees have mineral-rich foliage that breaks down slowly to make
minerals for your garden. a rich soil conditioner. Small leaves rot faster, so shred large or thick leaves.

The problem is they fall in such
numbers that they can overwhelm the
compost bin or form an impenetrable
layer if left on the ground.

They are best composted separately
in a leaf mould heap, where they
break down via a special type of slow, . ¢ ¥ 1
cool decomposition driven mostly ) 5 v 2 \
by fungi, rather than the warm, fast g ' - _l

F allen leaves aren't just pretty, LEAVES TO USE

action of bacteria in a standard heap. LIQUIDAMBAR

Leaf mould produces a wonderful
end product that can be dug in to
improve any soil, used as mulch or
incorporated into potting mix.

And forget the balancing and
turning of traditional compost, just
pile up the leaves, wet and forget.

For the best leaf mould, use leaves
from deciduous trees, leaving out any
with fungal or viral infections.

If you don’t have enough in
your own garden, collect them from
footpaths and nature strips in the
neighbourhood. Leaves from
evergreen trees break down more
slowly, so keep them to a minimum.

In six to 12 months you’ll have
a rich mulch to use on pots and
garden beds and within a vear or
two, a nutritious soil conditioner that
also makes a brilliant addition to
homemade potting mixes.

TIP Large leaves left on the lawn block
sunlight, which can weaken turf. Run
the mower over the lawn with the
catcher off and the shredded leaves
will soon disappear into the grass. ~
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Building a bin

To make leaf mould, build a bin
in a sheltered part of the garden
where rain can still get to the

leaves, like next to a shed, as they
decompose faster if kept damp.

() MEASURE OUT a square

or rectangle to fit your space.
Position a garden stake at least
1000mm high at each corner and
hammer firmly into the ground.

=< CHICKEN T o A
WIREMESH X /720 Kot

N 4 o

() SECURE CHICKEN WIRE to the
stakes with galvanised staples to
enclose the bin on three sides.
TIP The front is left open so you
can add the leaves to the bin.

) PILE UP LEAVES to the top,
wetting them down with a hose.
When the bin is full, add a mesh
front with tie wire so you can
remove it to access the leaf mould.

.................................
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MAKE LEAF MOULD

Although vou can make leaf mould
with just a heaped-up pile of leaves,
the process is easier to manage with
some sort of container.

In a small garden, use the bin bag
method. Collect fallen leaves and save
them in a garbage bag, hosing with
water to soak the whole lot.

Make a depression in the top of the
tied-off bag and punch a few holes to
let in rain. Punch more holes at the
base to let excess moisture drain out
and keep the bag in a shady area.

If vou have space, build a leaf bin,
which will allow you to pile your
leaves as high as possible. They'll
rot down, so don't worry if your
pile is tall to begin with.

Leaf mould can take two vyears to
rot, so have more than one bin if you
want to use it fully rotted.

TIP Plane and sycamore leaves can

take three vears to rot. Shred them
finely or run over the pile several times
with a lawnmower to speed things up.

FERN

FEED THE GARDEN

Depending on how long vou leave
it to break down, leaf mould has
many uses in the garden.

[t is ideal for use around trees,
shrubs, perennials, woodland plants
and ferns, while annuals and
vegetables prefer the higher nitrogen
available in normal compost.

YOUNG LEAF MOULD is usable after
six to 12 months when the leaves start
breaking up and crumble easily.

Use this young product to mulch
garden beds and around trees and
shrubs, dig it into the soil to add
organic matter before planting, or
use it as topdressing for lawns.
WELL-ROTTED LEAF MOULD is a dark
brown crumbly material that's
produced after one to two vears, with
no real sign of the original leaves.

This material can be used the same
way as voung leaf mould but also as
seed-raising mix. Or combine it with
equal parts washed sand, loam and
garden compost to make potting mix.

kY

4 .., Use leaf mould to protect
plants like ferns that have
roots near the soil surface.

<+ Get more online

Visit handymanmagazine.co.nz/mag
for tips on Garden Pests And Weeds.
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AFTER
A THE faux copper finish turns the pots inte,

Handyman stylist Gema Beneitez / » rustic planters for snapdragon and verbena.
created a rustic flowering display ¥
using plastic pots and new plants.

To turn pots into antique-look : ' -‘
planters, all vou need is a few days ' o -
and several types of paint.

The bluish-green coating that
develops on copper, giving the surface
a weathered patina, is called verdigris.

To get the effect without the
chemical reaction, use paint to
create an aged copper look.

TIP The best type of pots for this
finish are those with ridges and lips,
not smooth, featureless containers.

B a4
‘smart’
' PRIME

AT s gy iy T

4
. :

-

Zinsser Smart Prime Undercoat,
$40 for one litre, from Haydn.
haydn.co.nz

It takes several coats of different
finishes to achieve the look of
verdigris, and each layer needs
time to dry thoroughly.

APPLY A PRIMER to the pot then
a coat each of gold enamel paint
and amber shellac, leaving it to

dry between coats.

COAT THE POT with a mixture
of white and aqua-green acrylic
paint, watering it down to apply
with a sponge and cloth to get
the aged effect.

FINISH THE VERDIGRIS by
dipping a small brush in a very
small quantity of white paint
and lightly touching the most
protuberant areas of the pot.
SEAL THE FINISH with a coat

of clear polyurethane.

TIP A dry bristle brush can also

i

These [ightweight Plastic pots '.-nurere

be used to stipple the paint.
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Balancing your water involves maintaining the pH, alkalinity
and calcium levels. Incarrect pH can lead to a variety of
problems including:

LOW pH (below 7): eye and skin irritation, and swimming

discomfort; excessive chlorine/sanitiser use (costly); water

can eat at plaster grout, cement, metal pipes and pool
equipment.

IDEAL pH (7.2-7.6): by having the ideal water balance you

use far less chemicals, more cost-effective.

HIGH pH (above 7.6): eye irritation; poor chlorine/sanitiser

efficiency; scale can form on pool walls, inside pumps,

filters and other equipment causing numerous problems
such as restricted water flow, poor filtration, cloudy water,

Regular testing of pool water is essential so you will also
need a water testing kit as incorrect or inadequate water
treatment can lead to serious problems and needless expense.
Remember that the majority of pool chemicals are highly toxic
and it is recommended that they are kept in a locked shed well
away from children.

Correctly balanced water will protect your pool and
equipment, enhance the killing power of pool-sterilising
chemicals and provide a safe, pleasant swimming environment.

VINEELISTI Argatment

Bacteria and algae can grow in your pool over winter when
it is not being used so it is essential to maintain a level of
chlorine to prevent more growth. We recommend you take the
following steps to keep your pool clean throughout winter.

Vacuum and brush the pool thoroughly.
Backwash the filter.
Check that the water is balanced and adjust if necessary.

Add Clean The Green winteriser to extend the properties of
the sanitiser. With filter running, add Clean The Green (refer
to the label for dosage rates) direct to the water around the
edges of the pool.

Check the chlorine level once a week throughout winter and
adjust where necessary.

Run the filter for at least one full day, once a week.

We also recommend that you backwash the filter before
switching off. And we recommend that pools be covered
during winter to prevent the build-up of leaves, dust and dirt.
Precautions should also be taken to prevent frost damage to
the pool and accessories.

SPACE
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e

www.spaceindustries.co.nz
09 262 3902
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St as easily as regular
decial tools required.
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88mm WIDE

per linear metret
7 9 Sold in 5.4m
e set lengths

tPrece Inel. GET. Offer valld until 31 Dee 2012

137mm WIDE

per linear metret
12.98 i
* set lengths

iPrice incl. G5T. Offer valid until 31 Dec 2012

| Scratche.s repaired by sanding

Commercial Slip Rating (R11)

: | ' 10 10 year limited warranty
Use standard wnndwnrking tools YM Please visit www.ekologix.co.nz

for full warranty details.

Available at

ZUNNINGS
www.ekologix.co.nz warehouse




