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round bar handle
handles and knobs

built for you

There are a heap of reasons to consider a DIY kitchen. Not only can you design it just
the way you want, you can also save thousands by doing it all yourself. A kaboodle
kitchen comes with all of the high-quality features we know you expect, and more!
So there's no way you'll be compromising on quality. Now that's how you DIY!

mayonella
splashbacks

kaboodle.com.au

Discover a kitchen
that’s built for you.
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white pepper
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SURF SHACK

The decor of this coastal cottage
reflects a laid-back lifestyle
PINE SERVING TRAY
Enjoy breakfast in bed with your
very own homemade tray
EASY SHELF DESIGNS
Store all your knick-knacks

with these shelving ideas

THE PERFECT VIEW

Choose the right window to
enhance ventilation and light

T
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Two TV reno stars transform an old
caravan into a stylish holiday option
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Brighten and utilise wall space with
this attractive metal towel rack
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Repair cracks, gaps and holes
with the right adhesive or filler
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Follow these tips for compiling
a set of tools for home projects
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Keep your deck in good shape
with maintenance and repairs
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Get the garden looking great
for the new season
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Add brilliant colour to your
garden with these beauties
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Keep the garden cool to help
it survive sweltering hot days

130 BACK TO YOUR ROOTS

Plant root vegetables now for
soups and casseroles in
cooler weather

136 DRIFTWOOD
PLANTER
Transform a
beachside find into
a decorative display
for succulents
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TURN YOUR
PASSION INTO
A GAREER

© Are you 2 Handyman or a Tradie?
© After a career & not just a job?
© C(rave job satisfaction?

© Problem solving skills?

© Work close to home?

© C(asual, part & full time roles
available

WE ARE
LOOKING FOR
STAFF LIKE
YOU!

Send your resume or cover letter to
work@hireahubhby.com.au JIRE A HUBBY

®© 0406971552 = www.hireahubhy.com.au

WE HAVE POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN BRISBANE,
SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, TOWNSVILLE AND ACT




EDITOR’S
LETTER

hen I was about eight,
my family had a new
kitchen installed. It was

bright yellow, featured a lot of pine
and these days would make a very
impactful ‘before’ pic. But we loved
it and it changed the dynamics of
how our family prepared meals,

ate and interacted.

Today more than ever, kitchen
design is geared towards positioning
this space as the heart of the home, an
integrated, social hub where people
can come together.

Given its status as the most
important room of the house,
embarking on a kitchen renovation
can be incredibly daunting - and
costly - but it doesn’t have to be.

Whether you’re planning to design
from scratch, assemble a flatpack
kitchen, perform a cosmetic refresh or
make some tweaks and improvements
on a limited budget, we have plenty of
tips, tricks and inspiration to help you
on your way, starting from page 28.

Product of the month |

Maintaining a lush, healthy garden through
the unforgiving summer months can seem
like a full-time job, but this product has just
made things a whole lot easier.

Seasol The Seaweed Solution is a complete
garden health treatment that helps plants
cope with the stressors of summer. It helps to
promote healthy, strong growth in all plants
and increases tolerance to heat and drought.
And as it’s a plant tonic rather than a fertiliser,
it can be applied during hot conditions.

Towards sustainability
From energy-saving lighting to
conserving water via appliances and
rainwater tanks, improving your
home’s sustainability is easier than
you think and not only benefits the
environment but your hip pocket,
too - head to page 74 to get started!
This is the time of year when
many of our gardens can start to
wither under the intense summer sun,
so be sure to read up on our guide to
heatproofing your yard, on page 124.
While you’re in garden mode,
why not plant some root vegies? By
the time the weather cools, you’ll have
your first crop ready to add to soups
and stews. Find out how on page 130.
Happy DIYing!

MANAGING EDITOR
ZOE MEUNIER

Seasol, $11.
seasol.com.au

Beat the heat in the summer months
with Seasol The Seaweed Solution.

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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STANLEY

TOOLS

ON THE

ROLLING JOB CHEST

The NEW STANLEY® Rolling Job Chest is the
perfect mobile storage solution. The large
storage bin is perfect for storing powertools
and other large items, and the integrated lid
organisers are great for small parts.

The V-groove lid design can be used as a
platform for cutting timber and pipework, :
and the telescopic handle and durable 7" a Available at

coated wheels will keep you and your tools UNNlNGS
moving between jobs. . : : W(ll'ehse
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Shelf life

Access hard-to-reach spaces
using a Zone Hardware
900mm Kitchen Cabinet Left

Swivel Shelf, $320.

bunnings.com.au

o

Store household items in the
Ezy Storage 60L Multi Purpose
Flexi Tub, which is available
in various colours and sizes, $7.

ezystorage.com.au

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

STORAGE
SOLUTIONS

Upgrade how you store household and
garden items with these suggestions

Keep your paper
towel, utensils and
condiments close at
hand with the Gasmate
Barb-i-Cad, $18.

gasmate.com.au

Great divide

Arrange toys, magazines and
books in the smart-looking
Flexi Storage Clever
Cube 370 x 330 x 330mm
Divider Insert, $25.
flexistorage.com.au

Handy store

Tidy up your kids’ rooms
or work areas using the
Handy Storage Size 40
Plastic Tote, about $11.

zenexus.com.au

Wrap party

Protect precious household
goods in storage with Wrap

& Move 500mm Green Bubble
Wrap, $5 for 5m. »

wrapandmove.com.au

WORDS MARC MCEVOY



;" Available at

Storage Solutions & BUNNINGS

* Heavy duty shelf brackets

« Galvanised or zinc plated finish
« Strong and durable

« Extra strength and stability




HANDY STUFF o

Cube it

Build a stylish

Floating world

Decorate living spaces or
bedrooms with the useful
Handy Shelf 900 x 240 x 38mm
Black Gloss Floating Shelf, $34.
bunnings.com.au

o

Art house

]

]

;

E Make a lovely craft storage

| container that you can

i decorate with a Boyle Wood
E House Storage Box, $14.

1
]

boyleindustries.com.au

Hang loose

Arrange clothes and shoes with
the Flexi Storage Six-shelf
Premium Hanging Organiser, $10.
flexistorage.com.au

Convenience store

Hang your clothes and towels in one
convenient location using a StoreEase
Mini Rail Clothes Hook, $5.

bunnings.com.au
.R‘I

Receiving end

Unit, $35, with a Clever Cube Coffee
Fabric Insert, 370 x 330 x 330mm, $5.

’
]
]
1
1
:
]
1 .
: Flexi Storage Clever Cube 2 x 2 Storage
]
1
1
1
illflexistorage.com.au

L)

storage system using the

[ TR ———— SER———

Clever closet

i’ A}
1 1
1 [
1 [
) 1
1 1
! Set up wardrobe racks for !
| clothes with the support of :
: i
1 1
1 [}
1 1
1 1
1 1

the Sandleford 16mm Chrome
Pillar End, about $4 for two.

sandleford.com.au

12 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

Organise your wardrobe,
laundry or bathroom with the
adjustable Flexi Storage Small
Bedroom system, $128. »
flexistorage.com.au




A
&) HUME DOORS & TIMBER

BUSHFIRE ZONE

| Doors designed and manufactured to meet
/' regulatory requirements of building in
bushfire zones

RESIDENTIAL

An extensive collection of architectural
aesthetic designs to suit all styles of homes

INNOVATION

Significant research and development,
/ technical expertise and innovation born from
over 60 years of manufacturing knowledge

COMMERCIAL

Hume Commercial specialises in the design
and manufacture of doors and products to
meet all commercial situations

100% AUSTRALIAN OWNED

We are committed to making outstanding
/' products for the Australian market.

™\, SUPPORT

) Our great team provides professional service
/and excellent customer support

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE OUR RANGE OF DOORS
www.humedoors.com.au

100% Australian Owned Contact: info@humedoors.com.au




HANDY STUFF o

Tool protection

Protect your gardening tools in
a Suncast 1.81 x 1.34 x 0.82m
Sand Resin Vertical Storage

Shed, $1098.

bunnings.com.au

Precious cargo

Secure valuable tools and
equipment in the Rhino
600 x 550 x 400mm Blue
Cargo Case, $159.

rhinoboxes.com.au

Kikcrome ¢

<
Case manager
Store nuts, bolts and screws
' in the colourful Kincrome
Extra Large 28-compartment
Multi-storage Case, $66.

Easy organiser

Mobilise workshop
tools using the
heavy-duty Trojan
Four-drawer and

One-door Roller
Cabinet, $399.

bunnings.com.au

Organise small items in your

StorEase Medium One-pocket
Garage Organiser, $12.

bunnings.com.au

r L]
L ] 1
1 ]
1 1
] 1
] T
] ]
] ]
. home and garage using the .
1 ]
[} 1
1 1
] ]
1 1
1 1
L ] 1
A i

On the bench

Combine storage and seating
with the Keter Hudson

133 x 89 x 61cm Outdoor
Storage Bench, $229. <

bunnings.com.au

14 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman



REFRESH YOUR TILES

WITH NEW GROUT!

=] GROUT SHIELD

ANTI MOULD « ANTI BACTERIA
TECHNOLOGY

a1 T T LT T ol ‘-._ * ' > DUNLOP e
= DUNLOFP
|

TS g - STROSS SOLOUS - MASY YR USE |

“¢OLOURED
GROUT

GROUT SHIELD

Readytolp |

_____

B JOmTS - 4ann

oSl CLZA, El ey Regll)-co-00
POXY COLOURED COLOURED
GROUT GROUT GROUT PAINT
Superior durable grout Ideal for any grouting Ready mixed for your Revives grout without
where resistance to project around the convenience to renew removing old or
stains and chemicals is home. or rejuvenate grout. discoloured grout by
required. refreshing the colour.

Visit our website to visualise which grout colour suits your tiles

Avagilable at

ZUNNINGS
use

@D UNLOZF www.dunlopdiy.com warehe

bunnings.com.au
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BEACH BEAUTY

A smart renovation of a run-down home in a prime location
exudes Australian easy living and coastal style

WORDS SITA SIMONS PICTURES TOM FERGUSON

16 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman



A green wall creates
drama and privacy.

run-down Federation-style
Ahome in a beachside suburb of

Sydney was a prime opportunity
to create a family home that ticked all
the boxes of easy, stylish living.

Melissa Bonney, director of The
Designory, set about transforming the
property into a home for herself and
her family. With her strong but flexible
aesthetic, Melissa’s focus was on
creating a home in which she wanted to
live, while encapsulating her company

The kitchen opens
onto the balcony to
integrate the spaces.
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tagline, designing from the inside out.

‘Get the function right and the
beauty follows,’ says Melissa.

What began as a series of cramped
rooms suffering from not enough light
and storage, damp issues and a lack of
connection to the outdoor spaces is now
alight and bright home brimming with
Australian coastal sophistication.

Highly detailed yet relaxed and
comfortable, the underpinning
template is a study in simplicity. »

The house laboured
under the restrictive
problems typical
of the era in which
it was built

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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Living on top

With the budget always in mind,
Melissa and her builder husband

made savvy decisions about where to
spend and where to save. Rather than
reconfigure the whole house, the layout
remains relatively unchanged.

The living, kitchen and dining areas
were upstairs, and with the removal of
a couple of walls, the space was opened
up so each area relates to the next.

‘In the original house, you could
see a lovely balcony through the kitchen
window, but it wasn'’t part of the room
or the space as a whole,’ says Melissa.

‘Tt was clear that bringing those
two elements together would change
the whole dynamic of the entire floor,
so we put in huge doors.

‘“The kitchen design reflects my
needs and my love of cooking.’ »

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman
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A black panel makes the TV

and fireplace recede, so they
don’t dominate the room.

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018 19



RENOVATE

Beautiful bedrooms
Each of the three bedrooms has an
individual style without being

overworked, with little change required.

‘Twas happy with the bedrooms in
this house and it mostly comes down to
paint and wallpaper, says Melissa.

The striking darkness of the feature
wall in the parents’ room creates
dramatic contrast and grounds the bed,
while the kids’ rooms were designed
with the particular child in mind.

‘Our youngest was a toddler and
a bit unsure about moving house, so we

created a brilliant bedroom for him,
with this extraordinarily beautiful
wallpaper featuring a blue whale.’
The couple’s two daughters had to
contend with sharing a room, so this
presented another design challenge.
‘With two teenage girls, creating
distinct halves was important, and this
was mostly achieved with a window
seat. The decor was kept soft and
appealing. Other than the paint and
the window seat, it was simple and
cost-effective,” says Melissa. »

By making the master bed the main event,
the rest of the space could be kept simple

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman




ABOVE A dramatic wallpaper can be
the only decorating solution you need.
BELOW Joinery makes use of all spaces.

FURBEOD

5 | TRICKY SHAPES |
¢ GH JoBS*

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO REPAIR IN ONE CAN

BUILDER'S BOG

RER 1T'S LIKE
~ WOOD IN A CAN!

& REPAIR HOLES & CRACKS,

SeS=LF REPLACE ROTTED TIMBER
Lo, & MISSING SECTIONS

METAL BOG

IT'S LIKE
METAL IN A CAN!
REPAIR RUSTED METAL, DENTS <

° &CRACKS INMETAL,WOOD, “wh ™ 5
" CONCRETE & FIBREGLASS BEFORE

CONCRETE BOG

IT'S LIKE
TUR®' CONCRETE IN A CAN!

g REPAIR CHIPS, CRACKS OR

HOLES IN CONCRETE PATHS

BEFORE

Available at

PUNNINGE
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Bathroom harmony

Alarge family bathroom has to have
all the design elements in complete
harmony in order to function well
with high use.

Like the rest of the home, the family
bathroom continues the bespoke tone
and makes great use of customised
joinery to add elegance and storage.

‘When you're looking for the most
efficient use of space and the best
storage solutions, nothing compares to
having inbuilt joinery. It may be more
of an outlay, but it pays back in function
and aesthetic,’ says Melissa.

Sleek double basins, handmade
leather handles, customised fittings and
a stunning designer bathtub complete a
neutral but luxurious bathroom. »

Your home needs
to reflect you and
your family, your
travels and values

Bespoke fittings add
a touch of luxury
to the bathroom.

CURATING COLLECTIONS

There’s always a temptation, ‘Curating collections is a

says Melissa, that when building great way to add personality

anew or renovating, you should to your environment.

get rid of everything you own ‘This collection of shells on

and start again. a hallway table has much more
‘We work with clients to impact than a single shell here

reverse this thinking - to keep or there, and it also reflects the

things they like and make them waterside, beach-loving attitudes

work in the new space,’ she says. of the owners.’

22 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman



A PLANET FIRST
FOR POOL SAFETY

Ak HIJ‘:.TRALIN\ :
3 ' AWAR DSESS
ABAIOO WINNER

PRODUCT
INNOVATION

\ 20 NN

THE ONLY LATCH ON THE
PLANET WITH CHILD PROOF
SAFETY BUTTON

Award winning Tri Latch from G8Safe
- the world’s first pool gate latch with
dual action safety button that prevents
children using implements to push
up the button. No other latch offers

Warehouse. Scan GR code

the level of safety and quality you get
or visit g8safe.com.au to

from a trilatch. Z! T,
SAFE

.com.au

yt

G8Safe offers a range of high quality
hinges and latches to suit many
applications, including our best selling
Mega Value Kit, containing everything
you need for a child safe pool gate.
All available at Bunnings

-

[

KlDT

Praud Partners:

( EVERYONE CAN BE A LIFESAVER )

@ Royal Life Saving

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY - AUSTRALIA . CREATING WAVES FOR POOL SAFETY

Al




Ground-floor gains
The sloping site presented some
challenges for the existing building.
Not only was the bottom level
a series of cramped and dark rooms, it
also needed to be levelled to create a big
open-plan rumpus room downstairs,
along with a new laundry, bathroom
and under house storage area.
This now connects seamlessly via
glass doors to the rear landscaped yard.

A new indoor staircase connects
the two levels and the decor is both
comfortable and family friendly. Again,
the wall treatments stand out.

“This is a render, which looks like
natural stone and just diffuses the
walls to take away any starkness.
Having things too white can be
oppressive, but you want enough white
to feel light and fresh,’” says Melissa. »

A large family of differing
ages benefits from extra
spaces for privacy and play.




USB-C ANTSIG

The cable that
does it all

DATA*POWER<VIDEO

USB-C is what you need to stay
connected to your devices.

Antsig now has the latest USB-C industry standard
cables and connectors. For use with your laptops,
tablets and phones to transfer data, power and video
all in the one connection.

DATA
10Gbps Super fast transfer speeds

POWER -
Charge and power devices with 3
support for USB PD (Power Delivery)

VIDEO

Delivers high quality 4K Video
ULTRAHD and audio

REVERSIBLE

Precision engineered
reversible connector

For further information please contact ; | Available at

our customer service team on aUNNlNGS
1800 826 859
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Backyard hues

Melissa notes we're a nation of backyard
dwellers, and this is why the back view
of the house matters.

The house was unappealing from
the back, so the exterior was painted
black, making a brilliant contrast to
the green lawn and the striking tree.

‘“The crisp white trim finishes
underscore the sophisticated treatment,
with bench seats, outdoor storage and
in-ground trampoline’, says Melissa.

‘It’s simple and mostly grass and
bench seats, but we spent a good amount
of the backyard budget on established
landscaping. It changes everything and
invites you into the outdoor spaces.’ %

The Designory
thedesignory.com.au

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

Painted black, the exterior is
sophisticated and modern.
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DIY TIP

Black as an exterior
colour choice has
boomed in popularity
over the past few years.
Make the most of the
dramatic appeal by
ensuring an expert job.

A smarter way in.

Introducing the Schlage Sense™
Smart Deadbolt.

The Schlage Sense™ Smart Deadbolt uses Bluetooth® Smart
technology to work with your iPhone®, iPad® and iPod touch®,
the Schlage Sense™ app and Apple HomeKit™ to give you
complete control of your home - including the ability to talk
to unlock your door using Siri®. Now also compatible with
Android phones. It's a smarter way in.

V\ Google play

£ Download on the
o App Store

Apple Homekit Available at

ﬂBIuetnsuH QUN: ND IN: GS

schlage.com.au

WL w3533 PM

()  CNETSMART HOME

{3} Undocked By Dave just now &

il

Il

An additional garden space
is created at the front by
screening off the area.

3LVAONTY
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1 t's the heart of the home and
I getting the design right relies not
[ A l \ / ! just on the individual parts, but
e | how it fits with your family, within your
1 budget and to your tastes.
John Lorych, owner of Smith
o & Smith Kitchens, has been in the
| business for more than 40 years and has

developed a keen sense of what makes
a kitchen work. Number one on his list is

TU N the hUb Of yOUt’ home IﬂtO a gi’eat the aesthetic and design quality.

‘The most important element is how

| 0]®) k| N g , p fa Ct ICa | WOr kS pa ce itlooks. I think people are happier and
work more efficiently in a space that
WORDS SITA SIMONS PICTURES TIM TURNER looks as good as possible,” he says.

A steam oven is a popular
appliance in a new kitchen.

28 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman
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Natural timbers in the kitchen can take

avery modern and high-tech design < ( L

while giving a soft, organic feel. B >
Modern veneers often look just as '

good as the real thing while requiring " _ ‘

Timber tones i = @ \ {‘
< e \x

less maintenance than timber. Either
way, the result is an aesthetic in keeping
with the popular Scandinavian style. | L
Pair timbers with matt finishes
and clean lines to maximise this look.
Keep the flooring choices in mind
when selecting the main materials for

surfaces in the kitchen, as a theme
will unify all areas. »

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018 29



An oversized kitchen island offers
plenty of seating and workspace.

Never dated
John says that the days of matching
your kitchen design to the era or style
of the home are gone.

‘There are three main branches.
Those who prefer a very modern

much about expressing exactly what
you want, rather than being dictated
to by any other factors.’

A white kitchen will never date and
can be successful in any space. The
addition of dark features makes for

kitchen, those with more traditional
tastes such as Hamptons style, which is
more detailed and intricate, and then

a pleasing contrast that creates impact. -
Size and budget shouldn’t be a barrier to ’ - ; &'

the industrial style,” he says.

More and more, the kitchen is at
the back of the house opening onto the
backyard, so arenovation can be very
modern, or any style at all, regardless of
the actual period of the home. It’s very

great kitchen design either.

‘Don’t assume that bigger is always
better. It’s often not the case and if I had
the choice, I'd often go with more living
space than kitchen space. It all comes
down to good design and planning.’ »

o

Your budget can be maximised by
choosing larger cupboards and drawers
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Need a sealant product that withstands the toughest,
hottest, messiest conditions? Sikaflex® Appliance
Silicone Sealant is the high grade help you need.
Forming a tough but flexible seal on fridges and
freezers, ovens (including pizza ovens) and any glass
or aluminium surface - it's the heavy duty performer
that won't harden, shrink or crack.

= Available

at
BUILDING TRUST S

Watch Brad & Lara’s product demos at sikaretail.com.au
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Personality plus

A well-designed, modern kitchen should
deal with issues such as dead space,

and John is a proponent of eliminating
corners wherever possible.

‘Look to try to void a corner, and
opt for deep drawers either side
instead. Otherwise, use carousel
fittings inside so the whole contents
of a corner cupboard can be easily
accessed. Islands are a great way to
deal with corners, too.

Lighting is another way to add
efficiency and personality in one.

‘The pendant over the island trend
is very effective when hung at the right
height, and makes a style statement
often right in the centre of the space,

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

so it’s important to choose well and,
if necessary, spend the money for the
ones you really like,’ says John.

Using the splashback as a feature
element is also something that comes

in cycles. Glass has been popular for

several years, but there has been a
product development recently that has
meant more can be done in this area.
‘The development of new grout that
is easy to clean and doesn’t stain is
a small but highly efficient new addition,
meaning ceramic tiles are again very
popular for splashbacks,’ says John. »

Smith & Smith Kitchens
smithandsmith.com.au



- A feature splashback can add
your personal style to the room.

A rounded profile makes
the kitchen island stand out.
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MUTCHEN AND BATHROON
SILICONE SEALA

Sikaflex® Kitchen and Bathroom is the fast curing
sealant help you need. Designed to work on ceramics;
tiles, aluminium, steel, copper, plastic laminates,
rubber, stainless steel plus concrete and grouts - it's
the one-component, mould resistant fix for those
DIY jobs in your bathroom and kitchen.

W Available at

BUILDING TRUST

Watch Brad & Lara’s product demos at sikaretail.com.au
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FANTASTIC FLATPACKS

A stunning kitchen doesn’t have to cost
the earth, as flatpack kitchens these
days offer more variety and quality
than ever before.

While assembling the cabinetry
yourself will save you money, you may
need to hire a carpenter to install the
cabinet and benchtops, depending on
the project. And you'll need to call in the
pros for the plumbing and electrics.

This stylish Kaboodle Kitchen
from Bunnings would suit any fresh,
contemporary home, and with its
2250 x 600mm Euro Oak Benchtop,
$460, 600mm Antique White Alpine
Door, $128, and Antique White Base End
Panel, about $83, a transformed kitchen
is easily within reach.

Bright pops of yellow on the
stools and selected appliances inject
personality and interest. Matt Black
Mushroom Knobs, $4 each, provide
contrast to tie the look together. %
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This Euro Oak benchtop
adds a fresh perspective.

The use of timber in
the kitchen creates
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SANFLO &

j A Group SFA Company

Renovating your kitchen2 With a Saniflo pump,
having an island bench is no longer a dream!

Make the most of your kitchen space with Saniflo! For over 60 years, Saniflo has been helping

The Sanivite grey water unit allows you to easily install an island home and business owners easily install

bench in your kitchen with all the appliances you need, such as a bathroom fixtures, laundry rooms and

sink and a dishwasher, without breaking the floor. i kitchens anywhere and without any major work.

@ Non-invasive plumbing. = Synonymous with quality and technical

@ Enables the installation of a sink, dishwasher, = = expertise, Saniflo pumps can turn your dream
washing machine, shower or bath anywhere. L @  bathroom, kitchen, laundry or alfresco area into

@ Pushes waste water up to 5m upward or 50m areality.

horizontally to mains. . . o
) Contact us to find a Saniflo certified installer.

@ Compact design for tight spaces (373wx 275hx 185d mm).




KITGHEN
MINI MAKEQVER

Increase storage space and add display areas
using clever ideas on a limited budget

WORDS JESS COX PICTURES STUART SCOTT

enovating a kitchen is expensive,
Rbut there are ways to increase

storage, add display areas and
put harmful substances out of children’s
reach without breaking the bank.

This kitchen was originally built with
formply, which has an industrial look
that matches the character of the house.

There were touches worth keeping,
such as the solid timber benchtop, the
reclaimed marble island top and the
upcycled ladder for storing pots.

However, the double sink had been
mounted under the benchtop, which
had started to rot, a dishwasher space
was in a tight corner and the cabinets
and pantry needed more storage space.

The budget available for this kitchen
makeover was only $1000, so cheap and
smart solutions were needed.

£ PICTURE (BOTTOM LEFT) JESS COX
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ABOVE An upcycled ladder is
ideal for storing pots and pans.
BELOW A new cabinet fits

a space left for a dishwasher.

Benchtop revamp
The original polyurethane finish on
the kitchen benchtops was sanded
back to expose the raw timber.

The benchtop was then refinished
using hemp oil. This non-toxic oil is
very easy to apply with arag, and
there is no mixing, thinning or cleaning
of brushes required.

After the benchtop timber was
finished, a top-mounted double-bowl
stainless steel sink and a new mixer
tap were installed.

Open shelves
keep cookbooks
within easy reach.

Cabinet update

Shelves were installed in the cabinets
using 16mm MDF that was cut to size
by the local supplier.

In the space that was originally
designated for a dishwasher, a 600mm
cabinet base was installed and a black
kickboard that matches the existing
cabinetry was added.

The front of the cabinet was trimmed
with hardwood, using 42 x 18mm
finger-jointed merbau screening, and
the corners were mitred. »
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Simple shelves

Using formply to match the existing
look, two small shelves were measured
and cut to fit either side of the pantry.
They were attached to the pantry using
metal angle brackets.

One of the shelves is used to display
decorative items and the other to safely
hold cleaning products and keep them
well out of reach of little hands.

Two hooks have been attached to
the pantry wall underneath the shelf to
hang a broom and dustpan and brush. »

The use of formply
matches the original
industrial look of the

kitchen and creates
opportunities for
storage upgrades

38 FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman



There i1s no doubt with

GROUT

Introducing a premium, pre-mixed and ready to use wall
and floor tile grout suitable for interior tiling applications
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Reclaimed hardwood found on the
property was used to make a spice shelf,
leaving enough space underneath to
hang plenty of cooking utensils.

The two weathered boards were
sanded to a smooth finish, revealing
red gum and tallowwood behind their
weathered grey colour.

The boards were then secured
together with PVA adhesive and screws.
Cup hooks were added to the backing
board before the shelf was attached
to the wall with screws.

Prepare the timber
Select two pieces of suitable timber,
one 100-150mm wide for the shelf
and one about 50mm wide for the
backing board. This shelfhas a live
edge, which makes a great feature. Sand
the timber to remove the weathering.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

@ Join the pieces

Position the shelf on the backing board
atright angles, so the pieces are flush.
Apply PVA adhesive and clamp together,
then predrill pilot holes and secure with
screws. Finish the timber with an oil or
stain to bring out the grain and colour.

The live edge of this
shelf adds character.

Hin

@) Attach the shelf
Use a stud finder to locate the wall studs,
then mark the shelf position on the wall

and hook positions on the backing board.

Predrill holes for screws and hooks and
attach hooks to the shelf. Level the shelf
and secure it to wall studs with screws. <

PICTURES (STEPS) JESS COX



PINE SERVING TRAY

Watch the video ‘D.l.Y. pine serving
tray’ at bunnings.com.au/diy-advice

—

Having breakfast in bed is a treat at
home, but it can be even more special
when it’s brought to you on a homemade
pine serving tray.

This guide shows you the tools and
equipment you need and the simple
steps to make your own serving tray.

For this project, we used 9mm
plywood to make a 500 x 350mm
base, and 64 x 19mm treated pine to
make two 312mm sides and a 500mm
front and a 500mm back.

You can make the job easier by

having your timber pre-cut at Bunnings.
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WHAT YOU NEED

* Tape measure

* Pencil

e Bar clamps

e Drill and 28 mm spade bit
* PVA adhesive

¢ Nail gun and nails

e Jigsaw

e Putty knife

e Timber putty

* 120 grit sandpaper

e Timber stain
¢ Paintbrush

Make tray handles
Mark the position for a handle centred
in each side piece. Clamp each side
to a workbench and drill two holes at
each handle end with a spade bit. Mark
straight top and base lines between the
holes. Cut out the handles with a jigsaw.

@) Attach the base

Apply adhesive to the base of the front,
back and two sides, then lay them out
in the tray shape. Position the base
squarely on top of the four pieces and
press firmly. Secure the base to the
sides, front and back with a nail gun.

Sand and stain
Turn the tray on its side and secure the
front and back to the sides with the nail
gun. Wipe off excess glue. Apply timber
putty over holes and gaps. Allow to dry
and sand smooth. Apply two coats of
timber stain, sanding between coats.
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brand-new kitchen can be an
A expensive gamble if you
don’t carefully research, budget

and execute your master plan.

Depending on the size of your
kitchen and how grandiose your tastes
are, it could cost you anywhere from

$5000 to, well, the sky’s the limit!
Fortunately, there are many inventive

Celebﬂty I’eﬂovatOI’ CheHe Bal’bet’ ways you can transform a kitchen that

don’t require replacing the whole lot.

Fevam pS th fee kItC h ens tO a d d Va | ue Here are three kitchens under $10,000

and, the good thing is, you can do much
WORDS AND PICTURES CHERIE BARBER of the work DIY if you're at all handy.

/

".‘i"'lirlﬂhﬂﬂli*luahl: {Hsa it

H
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Cherie Barber is the reno expert
on Ten’s The Living Room and
owner of Renovating For Profit.

74V

STARTING FROM SCRATCH

There are kitchens that are simply
beyond salvaging, and the master
plan for this old-timer started in one
place - the skip. Putting in a new
kitchen was just part of a whole house
transformation I did, inside and out.
Defining the space was top of
the list here, so I closed off the door
to the laundry to make space to install
a U-shaped kitchen.
Keeping the sink in its existing
spot under the window made practical
sense, and also meant I could keep

$7000

NEW KITCHEN

J1VAON3Y

plumbing costs down. The same design
logic applied with the cooktop and oven
- there was no need to relocate either.

A new Kaboodle Gloss White
Modern kitchen, Kaboodle benchtops
and a $1000 kitchen appliance package
from Appliances Online gave this
kitchen the facelift it needed.

After adding a splashback of
plain white tiles from Bunnings, plus
new flooring using Winton Ideal
marble-look vinyl floor tiles, the kitchen
was totally unrecognisable. »

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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Resurfacing the cabinets and
benchtops gives an instant lift.
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STYLISH UPDATE

Apart from being terribly dated, this
kitchen had a dead space in the corner,
where a rubbish bin took pride of place.

The plan was to update the kitchen
and make smarter use of the space. This
meant fleshing out what was there and
reworking the existing cabinetry.

For the splashback, I used Spanish
Tiles wallpaper from Annandale
Wallpapers (anwallpapers.com.au) and
added a sheet of 10mm toughened glass.

The cabinets and benchtops were
still in good shape, so I painted the doors
with White Knight Vanity Paint and the
benchtops with a Rust-Oleum Benchtop
Transformations Kit.

Tused MDF to change the bevelled
cabinets to a Shaker style and replaced
the brass handles with chrome ones.
Corner shelves and a section of benchtop
were installed where the bin once was.

A new oven, cooktop, rangehood
and dishwasher bundle for $1200
from Appliances Online, and white tiles
installed above the new benchtop

completed the old-for-new revamp. »
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Tile-look wallpaper makes
an effective splashback.

Y, CarE
S
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BUDGET REFRESH
This kitchen is in one of my rental
properties in Sydney’s west. I wanted to
do a quick cosmetic refresh at minimal
expense, and there’s no better way to
achieve that than to break out the paint.

Laminate paint transforms tired
cabinet doors instantly. Remove the
handles, sand, undercoat with White
Knight primer, then add two coats of
White Knight Laminate Paint, which
you can tint to any colour. I chose
Taubmans Surf Spray for a modern look.

Tused Rust-Oleum Benchtop
Transformations in Diamond White on
the benchtops, which has a granite fleck
through it. The job involves thoroughly
cleaning the old surface and sanding

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman
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back the gloss so the new paint seals to
the surface underneath. In less than 24
hours, your benchtops will look like new.

One way to side step the mess and
expense of replacing ugly tiles is to
camouflage them using White Knight
Tile & Laminate Primer and Tile Paint.
It also means you don’t have to re-grout.

Appliances can be much cheaper
- and available faster - if you buy them
as part of a bundle. I bought this entire
appliance package for $1000 with oven
rangehood, cooktop and dishwasher
from Appliances Online.

To finish, I installed Gerflor Senso
Self-Adhesive Vinyl Planks, which can
go over the top of any solid substrate. «

$2000

REVAMP




Weekend interviewing could
earn you a European holiday
every year.

e |

If you enjoy talking to people, like to ask topical questions and would embrace
a little walking, a career as an interviewer for one of Australia’s most respected
research agencies could be just what you’ve been looking for.

Join our wonderful team of weekend interviewers who go out each Saturday
and Sunday to Interview everyday Australians and give them an opportunity
to share their opinions on all the important things that make this country tick.
We offer full training with no experience necessary and can offer continuous
weekend employment in your local area. A reliable car and current licence are
essential to the role.

What would you do with the extra money? Perhaps enjoy a European trip each
year? Or just follow your dream?

Visit www.roymorgan.com or call toll free 1800 011 819 today.
You can send your CV to HRinterviewers@roymorgan.com

Roy Morgan Research Ltd - ABN 91 007 092 944 - Certified to ISO 20252 Market, Opinion
& Social Research and AS/NZS ISO 9001 Quality Systems Standards



NATURAL TEXTURES

Raw, earthy timbers and _

natural textures create a warm e
ambience. Achieve this look z‘\':’q\"
using real timber, or a laminate

timber-look benchtop in your

space. Mix and match with

neutral shades, mixed metals

and marble-inspired patterns

for a modern rustic combination.

Kaboodle Kitchen Frosted Oak
Benchtop, $157 a linear metre.
Get similar-look tiles with Johnson
200 x 200mm Modello Décor
Tiles, $62.85 for 35.

™ — ]

Q Find it a¢ Bunm‘ngg
its style can determine the design

T 0 P K I T c H E N of your entire property.

The look in kitchens emerging this
year is strongly influenced by daring
colour palettes, shapes and materials.

Here we give a snapshot of trends

in benchtops, tile patterns, cabinetry
. and paint colours.
Da f’lﬂg COlOU s, bOld Dattel’ﬂS aﬂd Ffaw If you're planning a new kitchen, be

inspired by these ideas to create a stylish

matei’la|5 are |eadlﬁg the Style ChaﬂgeS room of your own on a DIY budget.

ISED PRODUCTS NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL BUNNINGS STORES, BUT

he kitchen is considered the
I heart of the home these days and

APPLIANCES AVAILABLE IN WA BUNBURY AND ARMADALE. SO
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BLACK

This popular alternative to

white is bringing elegance to
Aussie homes. Mix and match
timber textures with laminate
marble-inspired benchtops for
a winning combination in your
home, or go further by also

selecting black appliances or
fittings in your kitchen space.

Kaboodle Kitchen Black Olive 900mm
Rangehood Doors and Panels, $134.

METALLIC FINISHES

Metallic doors and benchtops'
in an industrial-inspired space
will take off this year, and will
shine when teamed with warm
timbers and cool neutrals for
a contemporary contrast.

Kaboodle Kitchen 450mm Alpine Cabinet
Doors, $41.19 each. Create a similar look
by painting the cabinets in Taubmans

Peacock Green or Dulux Fairway Green.

Kaboodle Kitchen Luminess Metallic 450mm
Modern Three-drawer Panels, $80.22 each.

78
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WALL CABINET

DIRAWER

Declutter your kitchen benchtop by adding
this simple but handy storage solution

nives, utensils, spices and
K coffee pods - there are so many
potential uses for an extra
drawer under your kitchen wall cabinet.
This is an easy DIY project, as
everything is built around the drawer.
You just need enough space under the
cabinet to fit your benchtop appliances.
The dimensions of the drawer will
depend on the size of your cabinet.
The timber thicknesses required
are 7mm plywood for the drawer base,

Ryobi One+ 18V Cordless
Brad Nail Gun, $239, skin
only. ryobi.com.au

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

19 x 64mm timber for the drawer box,
and 19 x 89mm for the drawer supports,
drawer face and side trims.

You'll need two side trims if the
drawer is visible from both sides.

Use dressed pine if the exposed
parts are to be painted, and if your
existing wall cabinet is made from
natural timber, choose a timber and
afinish that matches it.

Paint or finish the drawer front and
side trims before installing them. »

Stanley 5m Tape
Measure, about $8.
stanleytools.com.au

WHAT YOU NEED

e Jigsaw or circular saw
* Tape measure

¢ Pencil

e Straightedge

* PVA adhesive

e Bar clamp

¢ Double-sided tape

¢ Nail gun and brad nails
 Drill and screws

Sika Sikabond PVA
Woodworking Glue, about
$11 for 250ml. aus.sika.com

Syneco 500mm Drawer
Runner, $11 for one pair.
bunnings.com.au
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 MAKE THE DRAWER

@ Build the frame

Measure the cavity under the cabinet.
Cut a drawer base from 7mm plywood
narrower than these dimensions to
allow for the width of the drawer
supports and slides. Cut the drawer
front, back and sides to match the
plywood dimensions, then secure
together with adhesive and brad nails.

@ centre the assembly
Hold the assembly in place to ensure
the drawer clears the cabinet face
frame. If not, use 20mm strips of 7mm
plywood for spacers and nail them

to the drawer support before mounting
the assembly. Use double-sided tape to
secure the assembly temporarily to the
underside of the wall cabinet.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

© Attach the base
Use adhesive and nails to attach the
drawer base to the drawer frame.

Cut two side supports the same length
as the drawer sides, then attach
single-extension drawer slides to the
base of the supports with 12mm screws
using a self-centring drill bit. Make each
slide flush with the support base edge.

DRAWER P o
FRONTE:

@ secure the supports
Predrill two pilot holes through the
cabinet base into each drawer support.
Attach with 40mm screws. Cut the
drawer face the same width as the
cabinet face frame. Use two coins to
space it from the cabinet frame, then
attach with double-sided tape. Secure
from the inside with 30mm screws.

) AN

. ol
SELF-CEN
"‘S)TL.B
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@ secure the slides
Pull out the slide on each drawer
support a few centimetres to expose
the mounting holes, then use the
self-centring bit to predrill and screw
the slides to the drawer sides so they
are flush with the front. Pull the slide
out the rest of the way to mount the
slide to the back end of the drawer.

(@ Attach the side trims

Cut two side trims the same depth as the
cabinet. Remove the drawer and clamp
the trims to the drawer supports. Drill
pilot holes above the drawer slides and
attach the side trims with 30mm screws.
Because the drawer supports sit inside
the cabinet base cavity, the drawer front
underside will act as a finger pull. <
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Iy TIP

Matching the finish on
your existing cabinet
can be tricky. Unscrew
the hinges of the cabinet
door and take the door
to your paint supplier to
match the paint colour.

IDEAL WINTON
VINYL TILES

45.7cm x 45.7cm
(5 tiles = 1sq. mtr)

Suitable for SELF STICK
WET AREAS Easy Installation

. . ; . PRI

Char-Brown Slate Travertine Stone Black Marble White Marb.ra

IDEAL for Bathrooms,
Laundries and Kitchens

30.5¢cm x 30.5cm
(10,75 tiles = 1sq. mtr)

Suitable for SELF STICK
WET AREAS Easy Installation

Charcoal Stone Finger Parquet

Green Slate Strip Parquet

Available at

BUNNINGS www.ideal-diy-floors.com.au
IDEAL Helpline 03 9798 7191

bunnings.com.au




URF SHACK

The eclectic decor of this charming coastal cottage
reflects the laid-back lifestyle of its location

WORDS NINA FREUDENBERGER PICTURES BRITTANY AMBRIDGE

know who Mel Hayhoe is. She’s as

ingrained in the community’s surf
culture as Surfing World, the country’s
longest running surf magazine.

She’s also one of the few folks living
on Sydney’s Northern Beaches who can
call herselfalocal. Her family moved
there from England when she was three,
and she’s been there ever since.

I fyou surf Avalon beach, you

While most days you're more likely
to get her chatting about her aversion to
the ‘kale smoothie-ification’ of her town
than the almost 30 years she’s spent in
the surfindustry, Mel does head up one
of the largest surfboard distribution
companies in all of Australia and Asia.

Mel and her partner in life and
business, Drew Down, have run
Onboard Industries since the '80s,
when it was called Insight Surfboards.

They have two shops in Australia,
one in Mona Vale, the other in Byron
Bay, and an outpost in Bali. But what
Mel is proudest of is the work they do
with their surf teams, especially at the
Super Grom and Pro Junior levels.

‘We're sponsoring a lot of girls these
days, which is exciting,’ says Mel. »

“There are so many
more girls surfing
now - and lots are
from here, which is
fun to watch!




This is Peanut, who came
from New York City for a
visit and never went back.

SURF SHACK | Laie Bavk Livieg oy bhs Wals
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This is an edited extract
from Surf Shack by
Nina Freudenberger

published by Hardie Grant
Books, $50. It is available
in stores nationally.

The original tiny windows
were replaced with bifolds.
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Meeting point

Mel’s house is as much of a rendezvous
point - for family and friends, for friends
of friends, and for vagabond surfers - as
the shop in Mona Vale.

Her tiny beach shack, with its
indoor-outdoor flow and low-key vibe,
is definitely inviting.

But, frankly, the real draw is the yard
itself, which is less lawn and more
Pacific Ocean, and happens to be home
to one of the best breaks in North Avalon.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

‘Even when I'm not there, people
stop by and hang out,’” says Mel.

Her niece and nephew pitch tents
in the garden and camp out with their
friends on a regular basis.

Every Tuesday, kids from the
school down the street (the same
one Mel attended) take over her yard
for gym class, otherwise known as
‘surfing sports’. Mel even has an open
board-borrowing policy.

This bench was rescued
from a nearby house.
ABOVE These shells
were an op-shop find.

‘We keep a few under the deck.
People come by, take one and bring it
back when they’re done,’ she says.

And at low tide, practically everyone
living in her little cove is out with a glass
of wine or a beer, floating in one of the
natural pools that form along the shore.

‘Tdon’t plan parties. They just seem
to happen. One person comes over,
someone else stops by, and before I know
it, 'm making dinner for 20 people.



The porch was walled
in to create a sunroom.

Beach heritage

Her the-more-the-merrier spirit has
been the way things are done at this
house since it was built in 1916. Or so
says Mavis, Mel’s 92-year-old neighbour,
whose family built the home and was
among the first to settle in Avalon.

Back then, it was one of fewer than
a handful of fishing cottages in the area
that wealthy families used to trek out to
in horse-drawn carriages from Sydney.

Mel and Drew have made changes
over the years. An outdoor porch was
turned into an indoor sunroom, three
bedrooms were added and they blew out
awall and replaced it with bifold doors.

It was all done on an as-wanted
basis, which means the house feels
slightly puzzle-pieced together in the
coolest, quirkiest way. Case in point,

a few original outdoor windows now
look into the affixed bedrooms.

But whenever the choice comes
down to adding a modern convenience
or not losing something charmingly
original, Mel has always picked charm.

_}__!

This is why the chipped blue ceiling
paintin some rooms has never been
touched, and that the wood panelling
gets repaired instead of torn out. »

O

The original
blue porch ceiling
was left intact, as

Mel loved the
colour so much
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ABOVE Mel is one of a few
folk who can be called local.
BELOW Records are propped
on the timber panelling.

58
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Quirky collections
The cobbled-together floor plan suits
Mel’s magpie tendencies just fine.

She is a self-proclaimed collector
of anything and waster of nothing,
and the things she shares her home
with all tell that tale.

There’s a colourful collection of
outdoor seating parading as dining
chairs. A bunch of rusty old wash
bins she found in the house when

What’s now the dining room
was once the whole home.

1 J
.mn"ff'

she first moved in are now planters
in the garden.

A trove of op-shop treasures fills
every nook, cranny and shelf. In other
words, this fishing cottage-turned-surf
shack has always felt like home to Mel.

‘Tkind of knew the first day I saw
this house 10 years ago that I was
never going to leave it, and I seriously
don’t think I ever will." <




Workshop Member Profile
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A third-generation tradie, Workshop
member Brad lives in a house
partially built by his grandfather.

‘My grandfather would give
presents of junior tools and he
imported the lathe that my father
taught me to use,” says Brad.

He now understands why
his father spent so much time in
the shed once he retired.

‘“There is always a sense of
accomplishment in making
something rather than paying
someone else to do it,” he says.

|

Brad spends time helping
Workshop members with
his down-to-earth advice.

His career began as an apprentice
welder in a training centre, which also
taught the basics of other trades. He’s
used his knowledge and experience
to do work in and around his home,
and also helps Workshop members.
His workshop is a galvanised shed.

‘It holds three generations of trash
and treasure, including a lathe on its
third owner, a welder, drill press,
mitresaw, a scary circular saw and an
even more scary table saw my father
made from a washing machine and
welding bench,” says Brad.

o

‘My workshop at home holds three
generations of trash and treasure.

REVAMPING A SHED

Finding the ideal space for your
DIY tasks can be challenging.

You may decide to erect a whole
new shed, with Bunnings offering
a range of galvanised and timber
sheds and workspaces.

Or transform a run-down shed
or shack into a smart workshop
by installing new cladding.

Learn how to get the job done
in six easy steps. Visit handyman.
net.au/how-clad-timber-shed.

Join the discussion at
Workshop, a fun online
community where you can
ask DIY questions, share
your projects and get tips
and inspiration for your
home. Sign up now at
workshop.com.au.

workshop
V'
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EASY SHELF DESIGNS

Reduce clutter and store your knick-knacks with
these handy but simple shelving solutions

PROJECTS AND PICTURES SUE FERRIS

inding space for storage is a big
Fproblem for anyone moving into - }

a smaller property, as creating /

storage space can be expensive.
A cheap solution is to make your n
own shelving. It saves on floor space <

and helps you organise many items that e a
otherwise may be spread haphazardly '
around your home.
Timber shelving is durable and
sturdy and looks great. It can also be ‘
simple and easy to make.
The two projects here show you J
how to store many of your personal — o
items while utilising valuable space.
The mirror shelves are a greatidea
for the bedroom, and the key shelfis
especially useful for people who want
one spot to leave their keys and phone.

EXPERT
SECRETS

Apply a polyurethane
varnish to plywood if
you want to protect
it against fingerprint
marks and prevent
moisture absorption.
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MIRROR
SHELF

These plywood mirror shelves are
an easy way to start achieving the
uncluttered Scandi look in your home.
Built from a sheet of 30mm plywood,
they're also cheap to make.

Leaning mirrors are popular and
this design features shelving for your

favourite bits and pieces, as well as shoes.

Itis especially useful if you don’t
want a huge mirror on the wall or if
you need to move it around the room.

The mirror is attached to the larger
plywood piece with nickle-plated
mounting corners and 25mm screws.

The shelves and shoe rack are
attached with PVA adhesive and 40mm

screws through the back of the plywood.

WHAT YOU NEED

* 2250 x 600 x 30mm
plywood sheet

e 6g x 40mm timber screws

e Circular saw

e Drill

* Masking tape

» Straightedge

» Tape measure

* Pencil

* PVA adhesive

* 1200 x 350 x 5mm mirror
e Mirror mounting corners
* 6g X 25mm timber screws

CLAMP

PLYWOOD

@ cut the plywood

Using a pencil, measure and mark

a 1400 x 600mm piece of plywood for
abacking board. To prevent splintering,
apply masking tape along the cut lines.
Using a straightedge for a guide, cut

the plywood piece with a circular saw.

L4

PENCIL:

PILOT HOLE

MARK

PLYWOOD
SHELF

@ Position the shelves

On the three top shelves, using a pencil,
mark 30mm in from each side on the
back of the shelf and centred top and
bottom. For the shoe rack shelf, measure
40mm in from each side and mark.
Predrill pilot holes at these marks.

-«——PLYWOOD
BACKING
40mm
scnsw)
.

— «——SHELF

DRILL

6 Attach remaining shelves
For the second and third shelves,
repeat the same steps as for the first
shelf, marking from the left side at
50mm and 190mm. Leave 200mm
between each shelf. Predrill pilot holes
and countersink at all six marks.

cuT
LINES

PLYWOOD

@ Make the shelves

Using the remainder of the plywood,
measure and mark three 200 x 100mm
pieces of plywood for the small top
shelves and one 450 x 100mm piece for
the shoe rack shelf at the base. Cut the
four shelves with the circular saw.

DRILL

CKING
ARD
o3
| &

@ secure the top shelf

For the position of the top shelf, lay the
plywood backing face down and mark
220mm down from the top and 50mm
and 190mm in from the left side. Attach
the shelf at the front with PVA adhesive
and secure behind with 40mm screws.

MOUNTING
CORNER
MIRROR

(@ Add the shoe rack

For the shoe rack, drill pilot holes at the
marks. On the backing, drill pilot holes
70mm from the base and 120mm in from
the left and right sides. Line up the holes
and attach shelves with adhesive and
screws. Secure the mirror to backing. »
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There are always times when you
can’t find your keys, phone or wallet.
This handy key shelf gives you a place
to keep everything together within
reach and easy to find.

The shelfis simple to make and takes
up little wall space, so it’s great for tight
spots, the hallway or the kitchen.

The meranti timber used here can
be stained or left raw, and the shelf’s
backing board attaches to a wall
with screws that are hidden behind
decorative timber buttons.

The magnets attached underneath
the shelfsit flush against the timber.
They hold metal key rings, so you can
easily find the key you need.

WHAT YOU NEED

* 1800 x 115 x 18mm
meranti DAR

¢ Tape measure and pencil

e Circular saw

* 6g x 30mm timber screws

¢ Two 19mm timber cover
buttons

¢ Four 22 x 4mm craft
magnets

* PVA adhesive

¢ Epoxy adhesive

 Drill and wall anchors

11213

BACKING
SHELF
ey
MA(i NET
DRILL
€< —&ir &
M - l " ESIVE
5 HOLES % =
B
MAGNET
() Prepare the timber ) Make mounting holes ) Assemble the shelf
Measure and mark two 300mm timber Mark pilot holes for two wall anchors Measure the magnet positions 100mm
pieces for the shelf and the backing for the screws and cover buttons on apart on the shelf underside. Drill the
board. Cut to size using a circular saw. the backing board 25mm in from each magnet cavities with a 22mm spade bit.
Measure and predrill five pilot holes for side. Drill the cover button holes with Secure magnets in the cavities with
screws 9mm from the edge and 100mm a 19mm spade bit. Join the shelf and epoxy adhesive. Screw shelf to the wall.
apart along the backing board. board with PVA adhesive and screws. Attach cover buttons with PVA adhesive.
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ONLINE INSPIRATION

Looking for more easy shelving solutions? These three projects featured on our website show that, with a little
imagination and basic DIY skills, you can put together a range of shelving options to save space and organise
personal items, books and even the kids’ toys. To find out how to make them, visit handyman.net.au. «

Turn two timber boards into a pair
of hanging shelves joined by rope.

Give kids a reason to put away
their toys with this rocket storage
cabinet that you can easily make
from timber and Corflute.

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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VIEW

There is more to windows than just
providing light and controlling airflow

WORDS ADAM WOODHAMS

indows are a necessity in healthy air movement and improve
Wany home, but all too often natural light levels, but they do much
they are treated as just more than just that.
a tick-and-flick standard component If you're planning any work that
of a new build or renovation. involves new windows, take time getting
From a functional perspective, the to know the different materials, styles
two most important roles windows and functions, as well as the lifestyle
perform are to allow you to maintain features they can add or enhance.

WHAT YOU SAVE

Windows and other glass
surfaces make up less than
10% of the surface area of
the average home.
Despite representing
this relatively small area,
research shows that nearly
50% of heat lost during winter
and more than 85% of heat
gained during summer can be
attributed to glass surfaces.
Selecting the right windows
for your home can literally lead
to a lifetime of savings and
sustainability improvements
through reduced energy use.

Choosing the right windows can
improve the comfort of your home.

PICTURES ISTOCK
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Key considerations

While the main functions of your
windows are to control airflow and
provide light, there are a number of
other important points to consider.
¢ STYLE Materials, colours and the
overall design should work with the
overarching style of your home.

¢ PRIVACY Consider the size of the
windows and type of glass used.

¢ ASPECT Ifyour windows are
exposed to direct sunlight or extremes
of weather, talk with your glazing

professional about the different glass
thicknesses and types.

* NOISE Ifyou face a busy main road
or back onto a noisy neighbouring
property, consider noise-reducing
windows such as double-glazed.

+ SECURITY Explore what locks
come pre-installed or what will work
retrofitted to your window type.

* SAFETY There are many situations
around the home that will require the
use of suitable safety glass. »

Large expanses of glass in living
spaces brings the outdoors in.

Select windows
that suit the
architectural style
of your home for
both the exterior
and interior
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For an unobstructed view,
picture windows are ideal.

66

FRAME MATERIALS

Choose the right material to

suit your style of home.

¢ ALUMINIUM is lightweight
and durable and can be
ordered in a range of designer
colours. It is low maintenance
and the frames have a very
high bushfire safety rating.

¢ TIMBER is valued for its warm,
rich shades. The biggest
consideration is maintenance,
and you will need to repaint or
revarnish it every 8-10 years.

¢ COMPOSITE provides the
best of both worlds - timber
inside and aluminium outside.
It combines exterior durability
and designer options with the
warmth of timber indoors.

* uPVC frames are seen less
commonly in Australia. They
are reputed to have a long,
maintenance-free life span
and are most often used in
double-glazed windows.
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Style choice
From elegant to bold and architectural,
there is a window frame to suit any
design requirement.

The first step is to decide on the
most appropriate window type.
+ DOUBLE-HUNG This is one of the
most commonly used types of window.
The top and bottom sections or sashes
overlap in the centre for locking, and
both can be moved independently to
open. This allows you to direct airflow
through the top and bottom, or both.
+ SLIDING This is the other most often
used type of window. Simply, one glazed
section is fixed and the other slides so
one side can be opened.
* LOUVERED Narrow slats of glass
are arranged in parallel so that when
closed, they slightly overlap, forming
aseal. When fully opened, they allow a
huge amount of airflow.

¢+ STACKABLE SLIDERS A modern
take on the popular sliding window
design, these windows feature multiple
panels, which allow for a greater area
of open space.

+ BIFOLD These windows can be
opened and self-fold, accordion-style,
against one end of the cavity. This
leaves the frame area totally open.

+ CASEMENT A more traditional
design, this window is pivot-hinged on
one edge, allowing it to open like a door.
It is generally used in pairs, opening
from the centre with one swinging to
the left and one to the right.

* AWNING A casement window hung
horizontally, these are hinged at the
top so that the bottom swings out.

* FIXED OR SASHLESS Generally
used for large picture-type windows,
this type can’t be opened.

PICTURE ISTOCK
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e
Types of glass

Glazing options available today provide
design flexibility and energy-efficiency.
¢ CLEAR Typically, windows will be
glazed with clear float glass, which gives
maximum distortion-free clarity but
doesn’t stop heat and glare.

¢ TONED This type has colouring added
to it while being made, which creates

a premium-quality glass that can reduce
glare and heat gain from direct sunlight.
* DOUBLE-GLAZED The frame of
these windows holds an internal and
external sheet of glass with a sealed gap
between, making them very good at
preventing heat gain or loss and
reducing noise.

* FROSTED This type has one side
frosted and is used for privacy. It is

also excellent for reducing glare while
allowing a good level of diffused light.

* LOW-EMISSIVITY These are
designed to deflect heat while allowing
maximum light penetration. They are
ideal for west-facing windows or
windows in a room you want to keep
warm in winter.

+ LAMINATED This type has a very thin
layer of film-like material between sheets
of glass. If the glass breaks, the pieces
adhere to the film, making it much safer.
* TOUGHENED This type of glass is

as much as five times stronger than
regular glass. If it does break, it shatters
into small fragments rather than
dangerously sharp large shards.

ADDING MESH

Did you know insect screens are

not just for pests? Many types of

mesh will also help reduce glare.
When installing new windows,

talk with your supplier about
having screens supplied. It’s
cheaper than retrofitting them.
Here are a few types of mesh,
but there is an extensive range
from budget to top-shelf security.

T munullllllllllﬂlh Ilﬂr--'

+ FIBREGLASS This is the
screening standard and keeps
out most bugs, but it has a low
physical strength.

+ MINIWEAVE Also sometimes
known as tropical weave with
smaller holes, this mesh is
designed for pests that can get
through regular mesh. It is
generally made of fibreglass.

ABOVE Consider the direction of
the sun when buying windows.

BELOW Take into account how
much light you want to let in.

¢ ALUMINIUM Available in various
strengths, it is more resistant to
damage from pets and kids. It also
handles extremes of weather well.
¢ STAINLESS STEEL Extremely
strong and corrosion resistant,
stainless steel is the ideal choice
for coastal situations or where an
added layer of safety and security

is required. <
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VINTAGE VAN

Two TV reno stars transform a humble vintage
caravan into a comfy and stylish holiday home

here’s nothing much more
I Australian than packing up
the caravan and hitting the
road for the holidays.

Relegated to the grey nomad for
many years, caravanning has seen
areturn in popularity with young
families, as a back-to-basics approach
to life and a desire for the simple
pleasures have taken hold again.

TV reno stars Michael and Carlene
Duffy wanted to enjoy the kinds of
holidays they’d loved as kids with their
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WORDS SITA SIMONS

own family, and hit upon the idea of
buying a vintage caravan.

With their combined skills, the
couple teamed up with White Knight
Paints to take a vintage Viscount van
from zero to hero.

Caravans are a great way to explore
the beauty of our country and coastline,
and can also provide an extra bedroom
for in-laws or Airbnb guests when
parked in the backyard.

Vintage vans can be picked up quite
cheaply, often for less than $5000, but

are usually in dire need of renovation,
refurbishment and modernisation,
which is where the White Knight range
of specialty paints came in.

‘We were really happy to take up the
challenge. We wanted to show as well
thatyou don’t need to pull everything
out and start again,” says Michael.

‘A lot of these older-style surfaces
are really tough and a good choice for
the job they do. So as long as it’s all
structurally sound, keep everything you
can and use paint to refresh.” »

PICTURES WHITE KNIGHT PAINTS



The Duffy family with the
refurbished Vonnie the Van.
LEFT Michael and Carlene
enjoy a meal with their kids.
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Painting the surfaces in a soft
green transforms the interior.

70

Natural vibe

Vonnie the Van had good bones but
needed a lot of work to bring it back
to its former glory.

The metal exterior was on the
verge of rusting, the interior laminate
cupboards and kitchen tops were
straight out of the '60s, and the van
needed some new furniture.

Michael and Carlene rolled up their
sleeves and turned the entire renovation
around in just a couple of weeks, using
their home garage workshop and
tools, White Knight Paints and a good
measure of elbow grease.

First up, Carlene created a simple
mood board, so they had a design and
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White Knight Squirts Paint & Prime
gives internal fixtures a new look.

colour vision to work towards. She took
inspiration from the stunning coastal
bushland around their family home
in Queensland’s lush Tallebudgera,
creating a palette of varying shades of
green, offset by brass and gold fixtures.
Wanting to create a soft, relaxed,
natural vibe, Carlene opted for a muted
green called Sussex and Crisp White
as the hero colours.
Next, she sourced an old stool
from an op-shop and some timber
deckchairs for sitting by the campfire
outside the van. White Knight Squirts
Paint & Prime was used to give these
and some of the internal fixtures
abrand-new lease of life.




Kitchen revamp
Meanwhile, Michael was hard at work
on the interior, which was a shock

of brown and beige laminate. All in
structurally good shape, it desperately
needed to be brought into this century.

He started by scrubbing down with
White Knight Tile & Laminate cleaner,
then applied White Knight Tile &
Laminate Primer. After a quick sand,
he added two coats of White Knight
Laminate Paint.

The kitchen benches were finished
with a layer of White Knight Bench Top
Protective Coating, a hard-wearing,
clear coating that delivers a tough
layer over painted laminate benchtops,
protecting them from heat, chemical
cleaning products and stains.

Finally, after waiting for a tropical
storm or two to pass, they sprayed the
exterior with White Knight Rust Guard,
tinted to the lovely Sussex green on
the bottom half and contrasting Crisp
White for the top to match the interior.

To start, Michael taped up any areas
he didn’t want painted, such as window
frames. He prepped the surface by
removing all rust and flaking paint with
alight sand and a good clean.

He then used White Knight SLS
Etch Primer to seal the surface and
White Knight Rust Guard Quick Dry for
the important top coat. »

ABOVE Colour and styling bring
the interior into the 21st century.
BELOW Protective coating is
applied to the laminate tops.
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DIY TIP

Choose an old caravan
with good bones. Check
it for rot, water damage

or weaknesses by
tapping and pressing
into walls, under the
beds, inside cupboards
and below the sink
and shower.

Ready to go

Despite the age of the caravan, the
chassis was in good condition. Michael
gave it a quick once-over with a wire
brush to remove any loose materials.

He then primed it with White Knight
Rust Guard Metal Primer and finished
with Rust Guard Quick Dry.

‘Because these vans are so old,
renovating them is more rewarding
than restoring a newer model. The
vintage vans are such a cool shape,
which makes the outcome better,
says Carlene.

‘It’s such a good solution for our
endlessly busy lives, to have a caravan
packed and ready. You just hook it up
and go. It’s affordable, convenient and
you have comforts and a good-looking
space. It's the future!” %
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After

Vonnie the Van’s simple
facelift highlights its cool




| What’ s trending Join the discussion

Workshop Talk & Tlps

‘Start off with
something fairly safe
like diluted Napisan or
ammonia, applied with
a stiff broom.’
@MartyH
‘l use oxalic acid to
remove stains from
concrete and timber.’
(@Stephen-H
‘CLR or CLR oil and
stain remover will do

: . i T T O | the job well’
3 ' ’ 5 .-‘ s A il ,‘”_‘_ 2 iy ! . f ’{' - @Johnnynl
Only % of %S s e U1, o -

workshop members

would consider
installing a television

in the bathroom.
More than 80% were

against the idea.

@Jason @Kim2 @Kermit @Yorky88

Workshop is a fun online space where you can ask DIY and

gardening questions, share photos and videos of your projects, Wo rkS h O p

get tips and inspiration for your home and much more.
To join the discussion, signh up at workshop.com.au. V

PICTURE (TOP) ISTOCK
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SIMPLE
SUSTAINABILITY

Save money on your energy bills through
smart water and lighting options

WORDS ADAM WOODHAMS e




PICTURE ALAMY

hen most people think
Wsustainability, their minds
jump immediately to

environmental issues, but there are three
core parts to sustainability - economic,
social and environmental.

Sustainability means different things
to different people. To a manufacturing
business, the focus may be sustainable
costs and material supplies.

But to a homeowner, it may be
keeping the house comfortable
without blowing the budget. To an
environmentalist, it may be about
preserving ecosystems.

The reality is for something to be
genuinely sustainable, it has to tick
all three boxes - economic, social and
environmental.

Getting sustainable is a lot easier
than you may imagine and it doesn’t
mean your entire home has to go green.

Here are two areas where you can
make simple sustainable changes at
your place that will bring benefits
for years to come.

LIGHTING

Lighting technology has moved

ahead incredibly rapidly in just the

past five years, which makes LED globes
aviable choice from the perspectives

of quality and cost.

To get an idea of how much you can
save, conduct a mini-energy audit of all
of your interior and exterior light globes,
noting down their wattage.

Add them all up together and you'll
find out your total potential energy use
through lighting.

Next take a look at LED globes that
are comparable in shape and light
output. You'll find globes are now
available for everything from high output
floodlights to tiny rangehood fittings.

Now add up the power use of
those LED replacement globes and
you'll find that the power savings are
quite astounding. »

DIY TIP

When you are swapping
out dimmable halogen
downlights to LED,
always make sure that
the replacements are
dimmable as well.

WATTS VS LUMENS

You’ll find most LED globes
are rated in light output or
lumens (Im) rather than watts
of power the way old
incandescent globes were.
This can be confusing when
you are trying to find
like-for-like globes.

Here is a basic comparison of watts to lumens based on current technology.

1100Im
75W
52w
17w

1500Im

100W
70W

PEY,
15-23W

Brightness
Incandescent
Halogen

._ Fluorescent !
LED 1-17W
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Using water wisely and conserving it
when possible makes sustainable sense,
as it can be scarce in some areas. Just
ask anyone outside a major city who
relies on tank water.

Water-saving devices, such as
showerheads, are now inexpensive
and of excellent quality. Toilets, taps,
showerheads, dishwashers, washing
machines and more have ratings to
allow you to make an informed decision
on water consumption.

ADAN'S PICKS

OSRAM

OSRAM LED 19W 6500k

Daylight G13 SubstiTUBE Value
Tube, $19. osram.com.au
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Storing water

When it comes to making use of
rainwater, there’s a simple formula that
can be applied. One millimetre of rain
falling on 1sqm of roof is 1L of water.

As the average roof area of
afour-bedroom suburban home is
about 200sqm and the annual rainfall
in a capital city, say Sydney, is 1200mm,
this means that a typical home could
be capturing, storing and putting to use
almost 250,000L of water a year.

i ‘ l|
Luce Bella 1.2W 90Im G4

Warm White LED Globe,
$6. bunnings.com.au

Installing rainwater tanks as part of
arain-harvesting system is a seriously
smart move on a number of levels.
+* DECREASES your household’s
mains water use and, therefore, your
bill by using tank water.

+ ENSURES you have availability

of water for use during any times when
there are restrictions.

* TURNS stormwater, otherwise
considered as waste water, into
avaluable asset. »

Methven WELS 4 Star Maku
Satinjet Rail Shower, $99.
methven.com/au
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Water Management Solutions
Residential Tanks

Maximise water
storage in tignt
spaces

The more \ _ e ::i \
bl =\ <
WATER RATING

www.waterrating.gov.au SEE'NG STARS

10 year construction
warranty / 20 year warranty

A super-easy way to get . "
against corrosion

- sustainable is to check the
Ilt_res Per stars - energy and water
@ minute consumption ratings. These Australian made using

simple to understand ratings Q quality Bluescope
v
WaterMark

can be found on labels of AQUAPLATE® Steel
major electrical appliances

In accordance with AS/NZS 6400

Licence No. 0002 and many plumbing products. Tank « Australi
Registered Company Name The more stars the better. anks meet Australian
for this Licence Number Standard AS4020 for storage
Wotethark | of drinking water and carry
watermark certification
| Our Size-a-lator allows you
; \l_, £, !.|. to quickly design a water
/ Y R k3 | tank and have it quoted.
_-/ \'. — kingspanwater.com.au/
| size-a-lator
|
b S8 1 Contact a Kingspan expert today:
| L) 1300 736 562
¢ , sales.au@kingspan.com
: l kingspanwater.com.au

Methven WELS 5 Star .
Luce Bella 4W 380L ES ST64 Chrome Neon Sink Mixer, gg@‘f&x%\.

gspan.

Filament LED Globe, $14. $209. methven.com/au

bunnings.com.au Kin




Installing a tank

The easiest time to add a rain-harvesting
system is during the construction of
your new home or when renovating.
Inclusion of a tank may be a part of your
development approval.

Although smaller tanks can be
useful in some situations, the experts
consider 5000L as being the minimum
useful storage for most domestic
situations. But really it’s a case of the
bigger the better.

Here are a few points to take
onboard when selecting a tank and
deciding on where to put it.

+ What will you use the water for?
If only for outdoors, 5000L is the
minimum useful capacity. If for indoors,

too, for toilets and a washing machine,
look at 10,000L.

¢ If connecting to indoors, budget for
the extra plumbing. You'll also need

to add a pump that is plumbed to
mains water so, if your tank runs dry; it
automatically switches to mains supply.
¢ Select alocation that can be
connected to the maximum number
of roof downpipes.

¢ Consider the tank size - 1000L of
water is 1cbm in volume, so make sure
you can fit the volume you require in
the space you have.

¢ Consider shape - traditional round

is the most cost-effective, but you do
lose space. Look at slimline and square
tanks when space matters.

o

1000L of water weighs one tonne, so your
tank needs a stable surface to stand on

Sometimes, your desire for storage volumes can collide
with the reality of available space. The solution is simple
- custom designed tanks. Innovative and award-winning
Aussie tank manufacturers Kingspan Environmental can
custom manufacture a tank to suit your size, shape and
colour needs (kingspanwater.com.au).
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HOW TO USE TANK WATER?

Once you have water storage set
up, there are a multitude of indoor
and outdoor uses for it.

OUTDOORS

* WATERING the garden and lawn
through irrigation systems or with
hoses and sprinklers.

¢ TOPPING up swimming pools

and ponds.

+ WASHING cars and other vehicles,
boats and caravans.

+ PRESSURE washing paths, paving,
driveways and the house.

INDOORS

¢ SUPPLYING the washing machine.
¢ FLUSHING the toilet.

* DRINKING and showering if
suitably filtered. Check with your
local council or water authority. <

PICTURES ISTOCK (BOTTOM LEFT) KINGSPAN ENVIRONMENTAL




Turn
anywhere
into...

] ..l_

'.' (X T) N
.. ...... SA:
e °
278"
6 0,0 e o000 @er

Use Make it Easy Decorative Screens to define a space and form a stunning backdrop. Fitting is quick and easy, E% 6]
and the screens will never fade, rust or rot. Available in a range of profiles and colours at Bunnings Warehouse, @ruﬁ
off the shelf or custom made. Visit website for details. Eli :

Decorative Screening - Josh and Jenna show you how at www.protectoraluminium.com.au

Available at

ZUNNINGS
“warehouse
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COPPE
BATH.

LA

ROOM

Add hanging space in the bathroom
with this stylish metal rack for towels

veryone could do with more
E hanging space in the bathroom,
particularly for towels.

This easy-to-follow guide shows
you all the steps and some handy hints
to make your own stylish copper ladder
for hanging your bath towels.

Once you've decided on the size
of the copper ladder, mark out the
lengths on the copper pipe.

For this project, we cut 3in straight
copper pipe to make five 500mm ladder

rungs, eight 300mm ladder verticals,

four 150mm top and base ends, and four

80mm wall offsets.
The joins include four 19mm
round flanges used for the wall fittings,

10 20mm copper tees to join the straight

pieces, and four 20mm 90° copper
elbows to attach the wall offsets.

)

Brighten up unused wall space in the
bathroom with a copper towel rail

o Cut the pipe
Measure and mark the pipe lengths,
then cut with a pipe cutter, which gives
a cleaner cut, or use a hacksaw. Clamp
the pipe cutter onto the pipe and rotate
it around the pipe. Tighten the cutter
and repeat until the pipe is cut.
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@ Attach the tees

Sand the pipe ends smooth, then clean
them using metal polish and arag to
ensure the fittings will attach securely.
Secure the copper tees with epoxy
adhesive to the ends of the eight ladder
verticals. Wipe off excess glue.

Watch the video ‘D.l.Y. copper ladder’
at bunnings.com.au/diy-advice

€ Prepare pipe ends

Make the pipes sit securely in the 19mm
flange wall fittings by flaring the four
ends of the 80mm wall offsets using
aflaring tool and hammer. Paint the
wall fittings with etch primer and black
enamel paint for an industrial look.



EHIdING!

@ Attach wall fittings

Support the wall offset in an inverted
disposable cup with a hole in its base.
Apply adhesive to the flared pipe end.
Slide a wall fitting on the end of the pipe
and let it rest on the top of the cup. Allow
adhesive to dry. Repeat for other fittings.

eJoin the rungs

Using epoxy adhesive, attach the

four 150mm top and base ends to

the verticals, then attach the elbow
fittings. Insert rungs into the tees on
both vertical sides, wiping off excess
adhesive. Push together for a parallel fit.

WHAT YOU NEED

¢ ¥%in straight copper pipe

¢ 20mm copper capillary tees

* 20mm 90° copper
capillary elbows

* 19mm round flanges

¢ Flaring tool

e Tape measure and marker

* Combination square

¢ Pipe cutter or hacksaw

¢ 240 grit sandpaper

¢ Drill and hammer

¢ Metal polish and rags

¢ Wall anchors and screws

¢ Epoxy adhesive

e Etch primer

¢ Black enamel paint

0 Secure the ladder

Attach the four wall assemblies to the
elbow pieces with adhesive, ensuring
they are ata 90° angle to the verticals.
Clean the pipes with metal polish and
a softrag. Secure the ladder using wall
anchors and screws in the wall fittings.

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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Interior & Exterior Fillers

For all repair, patch or filling jobs around the home, big or small

: " Earl’s Wood Hardener

n— . o Water-based
o " :

Earl's Wood Hardener penetrates into soft rotted
wood fibres, restoring them to near original strength.

Waxstix

scratches.

Timbermate
Woodfiller - 4in 1

o Wood Putty ~ « Edge Filler @
e Crack Filler e Grain Filler

Water based interior filler with no latex,
acrylic or solvent added.

Non-shrinking, non-sinking, non-cracking
and won't fall out.

|
USE FOR:Timber flooring and all interior
woodwork repairs.

PROUDLY
AUSTRALIAN
MADE

Earl’s MulTfill

Multi-Purpose Interior & Exterior Filler

¢ Pre-Mixed ready to use.

e Fine Filler, spreads easily.

¢ Long shelf life, no waste.

 Will\not shrink, sink or fall out.

® Sands easily, will not clog sandpaper.
* No acrylic, latex or solvents, VOC free.
¢ Paintable for interior & exterior use.

¢ Australian made.

USE FOR:Repairing decking, facia boards
and plaster boards.

Wax Touch Up Crayons

Waxstix are so easy to use and
so handy for quick repairs to
scratched or damaged timber.

USE FOR:Floating floor and furniture

¢ Non Toxic

. USE FOR:Repairing wood rot effected exterior fences,
decks, furniture, door frames, windows and
so much more.

AUSTRALIAN

L)

TV ————
PROUDLY
AUSTRALIAN
Agnew’s Water Putty

Multi-Purpose Filler

* Simply mix with water to use.
* No waste.

¢ Dries hard - drill saw or sand.
¢ No shrinking or cracking.

¢ Australian made.

USE FOR:Floor leveling, patching and
filling wood, plaster and concrete.

PROUDLY

L)

Earl’s Powder Putty
Multi-Purpose Interior
& Exterior Filler

 Just mix with water.

¢ No waste.

® No shrinking.

¢ Won't crack and fills to any depth.
e Australian made.

USE FOR:Repairing wood, concrete,
masonry, steel, plasterboard and
cement sheets.

i

Porion
Flexible Exterior Filler

Concremate
Expanding Cement

e Sets in 30 minutes.

Porion is a flexible filler that
can be used for repairs to decks,
Fotten timber and masonry.

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

¢ Harder than concrete in

28 days.
¢ Expands and grips.

® Repairs e Patches e Fills

USE FOR:Repairing wood, concrete,
weather boards & patching render.

USE FOR:Reparing cracks in
driveways or embed items in
brickwork, stone tiles, plaster,

terrazzo and concrete.

Timbermate’

|
100% Australian Owned Family Business Since 1991 | orcall us on 1800 354 811

For more information visit our
website www.timbermate.com.au

B

2

Available at

B

UNNINGS
“warehouse |



kitchen tile is loose. Your
shoe needs a new sole. The
plaster cornice has come

unstuck. These common household
problems can be resolved with fillers
or adhesives. But where to start?
Choosing the right adhesive or
filler for your home projects can be
daunting, as there are many types.
Before buying, the first things
to consider are the type of surface
that needs bonding or repairing,
the strength of the bond or
repair required, and whether it is
indoors or outdoors.

Adhesives are synthetic products used
for most bonding tasks. Glues are made
from natural ingredients and are used
only for making musical instruments,
books and furniture.

The main adhesives include epoxies,
superglues, contact adhesives, polyvinyl
acetates (PVA), polyurethanes and
construction adhesives.

Good contact between surfaces
is essential for an adhesive to work
and, until it cures, it’s a good idea to
clamp joints or surfaces or secure
them with fasteners.

Contact adhesive

Contact adhesive, or contact cement,
forms a strong bond between two flat
surfaces. It comes pre-mixed as
solvent-based or water-based.

The solvent-based type dries
quickly, but the water-based product
can be cleaned up with water.

Contact adhesives are especially
useful for non-porous materials
that other adhesives can’t bond,
such as countertops in kitchens
and bathrooms.

USE on timber, laminate, metal,
leather, plastic, vinyl, rubber, fibre
cement and MDF. »

UILDING
BONDS

Repair cracks, gaps and holes by
choosing the right adhesive or filler

WORDS MARC MCEVOY

Parfix Gel Bond Contact
Adhesive, $31 for 800g.
bunnings.com.au

o
M g i g S g S e —————
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Superglue

Construction This is a cyanoacrylate adhesive that

adhesive ; hardens in about 10 seconds. It cures fully

This versatile heavy-duty ; within two hours. It also has a short shelf

adhesive is sold in : life - about one year from manufacture and

cartridges and applied i about one month after being opened.

with a caulking gun. ; It can provide a strong waterproof bond

N AI I_s It has gap-filling between different non-porous surfaces

ORIGINAL qualities, has a permanent ; such as metal to plastic. The strongest bond
srtliGH bond and takes about 20 , comes from applying the thinnest layer

minutes to set, giving you [ between two firmly pressed surfaces.

time to position pieces. | USE on metal, glass, ceramics, leather, Loctite Power Flex Control

Super Glue, $9 for 3g.
Exterior construction : paper, cardboard, fabric and some plastics. loctite.com.au

adhesives are weather
resistant or can include

awaterproof sealant. - ;

USE on timber, concrete, : PO]YVIHY' acetate (PVA)

brick, metal, plasterboard, PVA is a type of aliphatic resin that is also
aluminium, rubber, glass, : 3 | water-based. It is available for interior or
tiles, particleboard and MDF. | L = | exterior use and is non-toxic.

Interior water-based PVA adhesive bonds
porous materials such as timber and is used for
woodworking and craft. Exterior PVA adhesive
is water-resistant and good for laminating.
USE on timber, woodwork, craft and furniture.

Selleys Liquid Nails High
Strength Construction Adhesive,
$5 for 320g. selleys.com.au

Tarzan’s Grip PVA Wood

Tile adhesive Glue, about $6 for 250m|.

Designed for wet areas, tile bunnings.com.au

adhesive is available in powder

and pre-mixed forms and used in Epoxy

kitchens, bathrooms and outdoors. This is one of the strongest adhesives

Itis applied to the wall with
anotched trowel and the tiles are

. available and comes in a two-part
system of resin and hardener.

Stud adhesive

timber, fibre cement
and metal.

1
positioned on top. Stud adhesive is i Sold in tubes, the two parts are
USE on ceramic and stone tiles, used to secure 5 mixed and harden within minutes and
timber, plasterboard and concrete. plasterboard or fibre H bond permanently within an hour.
cement sheets to ; Most epoxies are weatherproof,
timber or metal wall ] waterproof and heat-resistant.
frames in buildings. E USE on metal, glass, jewellery, timber,
Itis sold in tubs : rubber, concrete and plastic. »
Ultraflex or tubes and is applied E
P s along wall studs in !
]2
IS patches, before the i
i ] sheets are secured !
' é? to the studs with I
¥ screws or nails. 5
\ USE on plasterboard, !
1

i ikaflex 11FC
Sika Si $19

Davco Ultraflex Ceramic
Tile Adhesive, $30 for
20kg. parexdavco.com.au

[tipurpose Adhesive,
lelor% - oF:nl. aus.sika.com
Selleys Araldite 90 Seconds

Epoxy Adhesive, $22 for
24ml. selleys.com.au
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Sealant as

GOOD AS NEW .=
injust - : ,_______f

ONE STEP'

LOCTITE.

@ Easily applied over existing joins
(O Covers discolourations and cracks

O Wipes off easily if mistakes are made

(O Mould resistant Available at

(O Ready in just 6 hours 2UNNINGS
warehouse




Fillers will hide holes, dents and
scratches in timber and plaster.
They can also be used to repair
cavities in walls or seal cracks and
gaps in wet areas.

To choose a filler, you must
consider the surface thatis being
repaired and whether it will be
indoors or outdoors.

For example, a filler used as the
grout for bathroom tiles or around
a swimming pool should be water
resistant and flexible, but a filler
to repair a crack in plasterboard
should be easily sanded.

Water-based
acrylic filler

It can be expensive, but a two-part filler hardens
without shrinkage, yet can be shaped when dry.

The two-part fillers are epoxy resin, used mainly
in wet areas for large holes, and polyester resin,
which is good for filling cracks and gaps. Both resins
need to be mixed with a hardener before use. They
cure quickly and can hold nails and screws in place.

on timber, ceramic, fibreglass, fibre
cement, plasterboard, particleboard, masonry,
steel, MDF and concrete.

Pre-mixed and quick setting, this
filler is used to fill holes and cracks
in walls, ceilings, doors and
windows, indoors and outdoors.

It is a versatile water-based
all-rounder that is easy to
clean up and sand, and can
be blended with stains to match
timber repairs.
USE on timber, ceramic,

brick, concrete, fibre cement
and aluminium. »

Timber filler
This is a water-based timber putty used to
fill knots, scratches, holes, dents and other
imperfections in timber surfaces.

I

I

1

I

Agnew'’s ) } :
It’s available in a range of colours to match :
I

i

I

1

I

1

I

8 MULTI-PURPOSE FILLER
the surface colour, which helps blend in nail and
screw holes if you apply a clear finish.

Timber filler dries within an hour and can be

sanded, sawn, drilled, painted and lacquered.

Agnew’s Water Putty USE on timber surfaces.

Multi-purpose Filler, about $7 |

for 500g. bunnings.com.au | § S———

Repair Kit, $24 for 1.5kg.
gyprock.com.au
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CONCREMATE

Expanding Cement

» Sets in 30 mins
» Harder than concrete in 28 days

R

il Fconcre l

, IMATE
2 NOW AVAILABLE in
1kg, 4kg & 10kg

Find them in the dry mix bay
of the builders’ department

Use Concremate™ to patch or embed items in
Brickwork « Stone - Tiles « Plaster ¢ Terrazzo Concrete

d B3|

A patch or plug of Concremate™ locks itself into place by expanding within
the void and will not crack or let go when subjected to normal heat or pressure.

For more information visit our website
www.timbermate.com.au orcalluson 1800 354 811

Available at

Timbermat€oup PUNNINGS
<y




Cement-based filler
This comes as a powder, which
you mix with water, or as caulk.
It is good for repairing exterior
cracks and holes in render and
other masonry.

Highly durable and
waterproof, it can be nailed,
screwed or sanded. It can also
be used for interior wet areas or

SELLEYS ‘
—  Selleys Multi Purpose

Silicone Sealant, $15 for
310g. selleys.com.au

Silicone
Silicone is used to create
watertight flexible seals,
especially around baths,
wall tiles and kitchen
splashbacks.

It generally comes
in clear or white for
indoor use, but is
available in a range of
colours for outdoor use,
such as in roofing and
guttering. Clean up
using turpentine.
USE on masonry,
lead, fibreglass, glass,
steel, ceramic tiles,
aluminium, baked

as a floor tile cement.
USE on stone, concrete, brick,
masonry and stucco.

310g

FTS SELLEYS ITWOR

A water-based chemical cure for
rotten timber, this revitalises timber
by penetrating weak fibres to restore
structure and original strength.

Itis ideal for sealing and restoring
rotted timber fibres found in window
sills, sashes, frames, trim, beams,
columns, decks, fences, panelling,

D T e

P L L L e LTS

i ior Powder

USE on timber. poly.com.au iron and plastics.

Expanding foam

Used to fill gaps and cavities

around pipes and windows, this

polyurethane product expands

into a solid foam. .
It can be used to block EXPANDING

out dust, noise and draughts FOAM _

by filling irregular-shaped '

=
holes, and can be trimmed, . _Q

sanded and painted.

USE on plywood, plasterboard,
fibre cement, fibreglass,
galvanised iron, timber, brick,
aluminium, particleboard,
steel and concrete. <

Polyfilla Expanding
Foam, $17 for 390g.
poly.com.au
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PLUNKETTS

NS:

NUTRI-SYNERGY

Working
Hands

repair treatment for
hands that work in
harsh environments

.\,_‘ - ":. 5 ‘ \“-'_- \lll\‘;:‘} '-I'_ "¢= _______Fast Absorbmg
A% S S T‘n.'.\"'I i 17 - Natural Dermatology
Hand cream formulated .. “§ A
¥

to repair dry, crackedand ! ; _
calloused working hands

NON-5LI P’ NON-GREASY Available at pharmacies nationally
FA S T A B S O R B I N G www.nsWorkingHands.com.au



BASIC DIY
TOOLKIT

Follow these tips for compiling a basic set
of tools for all your home projects

very DIY enthusiast should have
E awell-equipped toolkit, as home

projects can’t be done properly
without the right tools.

That doesn’t mean you need the
most up-to-date equipment or that you
must have all the specialty tools to
suit specific needs.

But if you want to build a timber
chair or just repair a broken picture
hanger, you'll need good basic tools
to do the job well.

Here we provide a list of essentials
for every dedicated DIYer.
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HAND TOOLS

Basic hand tools receive the most
wear, so it is always cost-effective to
buy quality equipment.

As cheap tools will break eventually,
consider investing in good, durable
tools that will last a lifetime. You'll
also need a strong toolbox to store and
transport your hand tools.

There are useful tools not mentioned
here, such as a chisel, file, scraper, float
and hand plane, but start out with these
must-haves, then build your toolkit.

2. Handsaw
A handsaw is a great tool for
cutting small amounts of
timber quickly. It’s also useful
for trimming tree branches.
Choose a saw with
medium-pitch teeth. About
8tpi (teeth per inch) is best.
For cutting metal or
plastic, use a hacksaw.

Trojan 200z Polished
Claw Hammer, $30.
trojantools.com.au

1. Hammer
The standard claw hammer
will suit most DIY jobs
around the home. There are
many types, but a 160z
hammer with a cushioned grip
that balances well in your
hand is a good start.

The claw hammer can
both drive nails and lever
them out of timber.




3. Pliers
A pair of pliers is an important ™ -«
tool for bending and stripping
wire, pulling out nails and
gripping nuts and bolts.

Combination pliers are
great for general purpose use,
but long-nose pliers will get
you into a tight cavity to
retrieve a tap valve.

5. Try square
If you have to set out cut lines
at 90° angles and check that
adjoining surfaces are square,
this is a must-have tool.

The combination square is
also a popular type.

e L TR

7. Utility knife
The utility knife cuts most
things, including carpet, vinyl,
electrical wire, rope or string.
It also scrapes off dried paint.
Choose one that has
a retractable blade, so you
don’t lose any fingers, and
keep a supply of spare blades.

4. Screwdriver
Although you’ll most likely
use a cordless drill for driving
a lot of screws, manual
screwdrivers are necessary
tools for precision work or
screws made from soft metals /
such as brass. /
Get a selection of different
sizes in flathead and Phillips I
head screwdrivers.

6. Shifting spanner

Also known as a shifter or an

adjustable wrench, a shifting

spanner will see lots of action.
The sliding jaw, which

changes the width of the

spanner, allows you to

work on nuts and bolts of

different sizes. @

8. Spirit level

To make sure that a project
is horizontally level and
vertically plumb, you need
to use a spirit level.

It also ensures your kitchen
appliances are level. A spirit
level with measurements can
also be a straightedge ruler.

9. Putty knife

A 50mm putty knife or
scraper is used to remove
excess loose paint or apply
a wall-patching compound.

It can be used to scrape off
just about anything, including
wallpaper, flaky surfaces or
baby food stuck on a ceiling. »
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POWER TOOLS

If hand tools are your foot soldiers in

DIY, power tools are your artillery.
The three essential power tools

are the cordless drill, the circular saw

and the sander. Each will make your
projects faster and easier.

The choice is whether to go cordless

(battery operated) or electric (mains
powered with a cord).
For convenience and ease of use,

cordless is a better option, but electric

handles heavy-duty use.

3. Sander

To achieve a smooth and
uniform surface on timber
with a superior finish, you’ll
need a sander.

There are many types,
including heavy-duty belt
sanders, orbital sanders and
smaller detail sanders for
getting into tight corners.

A good all-rounder is

a random orbital sander using
sanding pads from 80 grit for
removing paint to 220 grit

2. Circular saw

For repetitive cutting of
timber, you’ll need a circular
saw, which uses disc-shaped
blades that can also cut
metal and plastic.

Cordless models are
more expensive, but they
are portable, whereas
mains-powered devices have
better repetitive performance.

For the DIYer, a 185mm
model is a good choice.

SAFETY GEAR

Wearing protective gear while
working on home projects is
essential, especially when using
power tools such as a sander
or circular saw.

Flying debris, dust, and
fast-moving sharp edges can

1. Drill
The drill is the most important
device in your power arsenal.
It drills holes in timber and
metal, drives screws and can
double as a sander.
If you plan to drill a lot
of holes or drive fasteners,
choose at least a 12-volt
model with a lithium-ion
battery and varying speeds.
If you plan to use a drill
infrequently, it’s probably
best to get a corded drill.

vital for eye protection, work
gloves protect your hands,

a dust mask or respirator stops
you inhaling harmful
substances, and ear

muffs prevent

hearing loss. »

for fine woodwork. endanger your safety and health.

Safety glasses or goggles are

Ampfibian X1 Weather .

_ roof
Extension Lead Protec’:or,
$32, ampfibian.com.ay
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Micro-Fibre

Everythingyouneed
forasuper smooth, pajnt finish

Advanced Micro-Fibre technology
makes the diference.

CONVENTIONAL MICRO-FIBRE

FIBRE

The unique open fibre structure holds paint inside the fibre. not just on the
surface. This means it absorbs and holds more paint, releasing it under pressure

to give a smoother, more even first time coverage with less spatter. /7

“Youcandoit!” 230mm

Walls & - - _ j Doors,
ceilings | O “toucancloiitgagms @ cupboards
' & floors

Amm Nap | vV
Benefits:

» Easy to use with gloss

» Super smooth finish

» Aqua enamel, gloss
& satin

Halds mave

10mmNap gy gy I

Benefits:

» Open fibre holds A
more paint SRCRI .
» Super smooth finish | walls b Celings
* Flat, low sheen & \
satin paints

The Little Ripper ' ; ~

For smaller spaces and touch-ups 100mm iy
Micro-Fibre is the perfect roller for the job e s |

UNSPRD | P
The Little Ripper 10~-,

Available at

‘UN:PRD g WWW.unipro.com.au PBUNNINGS




1. Tape measure

Chief among the accessories
is that old workhorse, the
retractable tape measure.

Your toolkit would be incomplete You need it to cut timber
without support from various accurately or fit a bedroom
essential accessories. wardrobe. Get an 8m model
While these items are not your with 25mm-wide blade. It
frontline equipment, you will need ‘. extends 3m before collapsing.
them for most home projects. iy,

2. Tape
Electrical tape provides "
insulation in electrical tasks,
such as wrapping a wire join.
Masking tape, or painter’s
tape, is a must for paint jobs,
helping to mask off areas that
are not to be painted.

3. Torch
This is a vital tool for working
in dark places without power,
such as a roof space.

Any sturdy torch will do the
job, but hands-free models
with a headband or ones that
can be tilted are useful.

5. Clamps

Having a good set of clamps

is like having a second pair of

hands to hold things in place.
Small spring clamps are

quick and easy to use, while

larger F-clamps and sash

clamps will stabilise a big

4. Extension cord woodworking project. 6. Bucket

You’ll need a long extension You can’t carry water

cord for taking the power or mix materials

supply to where you’re without a bucket. Buy

working around your home. several, as plastic ones
There are many varieties, are as cheap as chips. +

but for safety reasons get

a heavy-duty cable that can

withstand falling objects.
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On sale 22 February

AUSTRALIAN

RENOVATE

Create your dream
bathroom with the
latest designer looks.
PLUS Budget
bathroom makeover
for under $1000.

BUILD

Get a home office
you’ll actually enjoy
spending time in.
PLUS Everything you
need to know about
doors and hardware.

GARDEN

Transform your
outdoor space with
hanging baskets.
PLUS How to grow
gorgeous sweet peas
and onions.

PICTURE ISTOCK




SMALL
CHANGES,
BIG IMPACT

Give your alfresco areas a new look
with little effort and minimal cost

WORDS MATT LEACY PICTURES JASON BUSCH

Installing a timber deck is always a good investment.

ou don’t need to spend big to

get your outdoor spaces primed

and ready heading into summer.
Even making small changes can add
significant aesthetic and financial
value to an outdoor area.

Structural landscaper and designer
Matt Leacy is the founder and creative
director of Sydney-based Landart
Landscapes (landart.com.au).

Matt has more than 20 years’
experience in design, construction
and maintenance services across
landscaping and pool installation.

Here, he shares some small and
easy outdoor changes that can make
a substantial difference to your home
and turn it into a more inviting retreat
for your family and friends.
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Use tiles

An outdoor space can be completely
transformed with the proper use

of patterned tiles, which can inject
openness and light into an area.

3 Tiles create a seamless
Tiles can be added to garden beds, transition from the

staircases, paving, flooring, fireplace indoors to the outdoors.
designs and outdoor kitchens to create
abeautiful and practical design feature.

‘These decorative tiles are best
used in areas where the indoors meets
the outdoors, especially in a dining
area, bringing with them a seamless
transition from the interior to the
backyard,” says Matt.

‘Whether Mediterranean, Moroccan
or Californian, patterned tiles featuring
simple designs are a great go-to for
providing a statement look.

‘Try picking out a pattern that
incorporates white so it will match patio
furniture while still bringing a unique
aesthetic to the outdoors.” »




Inject colour

Adding colour to the garden doesn’t
have to come in the way of annuals or
flowers. Matt says there are other ways to
achieve this that require minimal garden
knowledge and less maintenance.

‘One area that’s commonly forgotten
but frequented many times a day is the
front door. By adding a pot with hardy,
planted colour at your front door, you
can make an amazing transformation
with little effort,” he says.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

Matt suggests using a lightweight
imitation concrete pot or low bowl, as
this juxtaposes with most home styles.

There is an array of hardy, coloured
foliage plants on the market, so the
selection process can be tricky.

‘Choose two plants that contrast
in colour and texture or just one plant
and cover the pot with it. Keeping it
simple will mean there’s less likelihood
of clashing colours.’

i s &‘J ‘\“” bl .llﬁ. /4 !m.r
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Help define
different areas in
your backyard with
a timber deck that
can be enjoyed by
the whole family




Create zZones
Matt says his first step when designing
a backyard is to imagine the family
doing their favourite things outdoors.
‘Ithen design specific zones for each
activity to add purpose to the space.
Whether it’s an outdoor kitchen, a dining
setting, a fresh garden or a small nook
on the porch, these spaces combine
to create a place where the family will
prefer to spend their time,” he says.

A timber deck is a good investment
ifyou don’t already have one, as it
makes the yard a fantastic place to
hang out with family and friends, plus
naturally adds a homey feel.

Creating different levels as well
as zones in a yard will bring out those
great spaces for everyone to relax. You
could also put in square stepping stones,
which are easy and instantly decorative.

‘A sunken lounge is a clever way to
make your garden space appear larger
than it actually is,” says Matt.

‘Ttis the perfect place for catching
up with friends and family while you
sip away at your favourite beverage.

‘At the same time, a sunken lounge
also adds privacy and intimacy;, as it
allows you to drop below the eye line
or fence line of neighbours.” »

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018




Add detail

Outdoor lighting is another important
element. Task lighting around a kitchen
and a dimmer can provide relaxed
lighting for conversation areas.

‘Candlelight or fairy lights can
add that little magic to make the
backyard a truly inviting place. You
can also create shady spots for daytime
relaxation with mature trees, umbrellas
or pergolas,’ says Matt.

Placing a statement copper piece
inyour outdoor area adds character,
charm and an interesting focal point.

Copper works really well for light
fittings, outdoor showers, fireplaces,
water features and bespoke pots.

‘One of my favourite things about

using copper outdoors is that it acquires

a beautiful patina over time.

‘“This look works especially well
for light fittings and showerheads,
as the patinas allow them to subtly
settle into the garden,’ says Matt.

Keeping copper pots and fittings
under shelter so they weather more
gradually is recommended.

Most plants look good with copper,
and tall, leafy plants such as a kentia
palm or fiddle leaf fig are ideal. Silver
foliage plants also contrast beautifully.
The texture and shape of Kalanchoe
‘Silver Spoons’ offsets copper perfectly. <

Copper showerheads
develop a nice patina.
LEFT Set the right
mood with lighting.
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START WITH RUSTOLEUM®

DECORATIVE CONCRETE COATINGS.

This year, turn your existing concrete from
blah to beautiful with your choice of four
Rust-Oleum® Decorative Concrete Coating
colours. The easy-to-apply formula goes on
just like paint and leaves a pleasing, slightly
textured finish. Just roll on... and enjoy!
Learn more at www.rustoleum.com.au.

DECORATIVE . DECORATIVE DECORATIVE OECORATIVE
CONCRETE COATING . CONCRETE COATING - CONCRETE GOATINE _ CONCRETE COATING

Available at

PUNNINGS =sRUST-OLEU
T.HISR[:HANGES EVER 'THM;.




SUMMER
FAVOURITES

Visit instore to pick up these garden and DIY essentials

R vTAUBMANS &

EASY
coarT ' Dulux

- | |]s

Tidy up your garden with the
Ryobi One+ 18V Blower and Line
Trimmer 4.0ah Combo Kit, $199.

Can NG TR R ML R

Tackle any home project using
the Ozito Power X Change 18V
Drill Driver Kit with Kitbox, $99.

Keep cool during summer with an
Arlec 120cm DC Ceiling Fan with
Integrated LED Light, $129.

Block the heat with Knauf
Earthwool 580mm R-2.0
Insulation Roll, $40.

Carry tools easily

in an Irwin 250mm
Utility Bag, $9.98.
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Get rid of grime with a Gerni
Classic 120.5PC Pressure
Washer, $199.

Clean up any mess with a
Karcher 20L Wet and Dry
Corded Vacuum, $98.

Add a sparkling finish on
windows with a Karcher Window
Vac WV2 Premium, $94.90.

Filter out harsh sun with an
Outdoor Roller Blind with
Hand Crank, 1.8 x 2.1m, $98.

Give your plants a boost with
PowerFeed Controlled Release
Plant Food, $6.26 for 500g.

Cut grass quickly with a Victa
Thunder 20in Self-Propelled
Mulch or Catch Mower, $499.

Reach anywhere in the
backyard using a Holman 15m
Portable Hose Reel, $19.98.

Get rid of nasty pests using Hovex
3-in-1 Outdoor, Indoor & Garden

Surface Spray, $9.99 for 2L.

e I;nm "
Feed your lawn R e
. Make hosing the garden a

e breeze with a Pope Ultra
Control Hand Spray Set, $27.98.

Scotts Lawn
Builder Wetting [+Wetting Agent]
Agent Fertiliser, with a Pope Bunyip 15m
$19.98 for 2.5kg. Garden Hose, $10.98.
Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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| sikkens

Your deck will stand
the test of time with a |

¢

¢ Quick drying - coat your deck in a day

¢ Long lasting weather and UV protection in
harsh Australian conditions

¢ Available in 5 colours

() K4 Yol sikkens.com.au



Keep your deck in good shape with
regular maintenance and repairs

WORDS MARC MCEVOY

.. 8 T,

Timber decks are exposed
to the effects of the weather.

PICTURE ALAMY

timber deck is often the
Aconnection between your home

and the outdoors. It can also be
the platform for your barbecue
entertainment area, which means it
endures a lot of foot traffic.

But timber decks are also exposed
to the weather and require regular
maintenance if you want the timber to
look its best and to last a long time.

Most decks are made from durable
timbers such as pine or hardwoods such
asjarrah or merbau. Pine, a softwood,
lasts about 15-20 years. Hardwoods cost
more, but last more than 25 years.

This means the effects of sun,
rain, wind and ice can be reduced
by protecting your deck and dealing
quickly with damage or decay. »
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It pays to keep your deck clean
throughout the year. Prevent stains by
cleaning up dirt, mildew, food spills,
bird droppings, leaflitter and tree sap.

More importantly, ensure your deck
is well protected by giving it a coat of
decking oil once or twice a year. It will
enhance the look of the timber boards,
repel water and minimise UV damage.

Checkifyour deck needs refinishing
by splashing water on it. If the water
soaks in instead of beading, the timber
needs resealing.

Apply two coats of oil with a wool
applicator, allowing it to dry between
coats. Stained decks need to be lightly
sanded and restained every two years.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

DAMAGED BOARDS

Rotten or damaged decking boards
need to be replaced, butitis an easy
DIY job. If the damage affects only a few
boards, replace with the same timber
thickness and species so they match.

You don’t need to replace an entire
board either. Just remove a damaged
section by cutting it out with a jigsaw,
then replace it with a board that spans
atleast three joists.

Secure the new section with
construction adhesive and 10g x 65mm
decking screws or galvanised nails.

Predrill pilot holes for screws to
avoid splitting the timber, or use a
Macsim 10g Clever Tool, which predrills
to a consistent depth and helps prevent
splitting. Finally, stain or oil the timber
to match the other deck boards.

PICTURE (TOP) ISTOCK



LOOSE FASTENERS

Not all damage to your deck will be

obvious. At least once a year you should

inspect below the boards to check

bearers, joists, posts and the ledger for

movement or decay, especially where

timber is in contact with the ground.
If your deck sways, bounces or

creaks, the fasteners may be loose. Nails

can workloose, so the deck should be
renailed. If the fasteners are screws,
they may have corroded or the timber
around them may have decayed.

If a deck wobbles, it may be because
the ledger board needs to be refastened

to the house. Secure the board with

90 x 10mm coach screws every 450mm.

Attach a 90 x 45mm timber cross
brace to the joists under the deck from
corner to corner to stop lateral deck
movement, which stresses fasteners. »

Creaking boards may
mean the fasteners
are loose or corroded.

All in one pre-drilling & counterinking tool.
1

T |

Ca el
For use in hu'd & soft timbers.

* Decking applications
* Woodworking applications

Scan code to watch Glever Tool on YouTube

* Countersunk Self Embedding Head
Also available in Trim head
* 304 Stainless Steel
Not suitable for marine environment.
* Square Drive (Mot available in VIC) &

Torx Drive {Only available in VIC) = =

* Available in
Buckets & Ct Packs:

Do it rlght;

‘fﬂ

* 4mm Spacer

* High Quality

* Recyclable Plastic

* Highly Durable

* Available in Zip Lock Bag

=

T"Ir_

¥

'WINDOW Packers

For window installations & more.

* Window installation
S + Door frame installation

* Levelling furniture

* Timber deck installation

* Floor tile installation

* House frame installation

* Available in mixed buckets

mAacsim®

macsim.com.au



ROTTEN TIMBER

Water will find its way into timber if it
can. This rots the timber, which makes
it structurally unsound and unsafe.

If a postis in contact with the
ground, it can absorb water, which
accelerates rot. The same goes for
handrails. Exposed ends will rot if they
aren’t sealed against water penetration.

You can repair water-damaged
joists, rails and posts by applying timber
hardener and filler. Just sand the filler
when it has dried and apply two coats of
decking oil to prevent further rot.

If posts and rails have been painted,
apply primer and two coats of exterior
paint. If the damage to a joist is not
severe, reinforce it by installing a new
joist next to it. Otherwise, replace it.

- N N R

-

ra
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WOBBLY POSTS

If your deck has a loose or wobbly railing
post, make it safe and secure again by
inserting a couple of support bolts.

First check the postis plumb with
a spirit level, then secure it using two
10mm-diameter galvanised cuphead
bolts that are atleast 25mm longer
than the thickness of the post and the
surrounding outer joists.

Drill 100mm holes through the outer
joist and post, diagonally spacing the
holes to give the post extra support
strength. Then tap in the bolts, attaching
awasher and nut on the other side. %

o

Timber decks in
entertainment areas
can endure a lot
of foot traffic if they
are cleaned and
oiled regularly

GET THE SET!

A premium sanding tool for use on
exterior timber and decking surfaces.

Cabots

Cabot's® is a registered trade mark.



PAINT TIP

Always use quality
equipment if you are
using quality paint.
Good brushes and roller
covers give excellent
coverage, which means
you don’t waste time and
paint on recoating.

Select the latest products from
our home and garden range

itha
Update your bathroom wi
Caroﬁ”la Jade Basin Mixer, vallablge
in rose gold, black or chrome, $16

1 Paint interior doors, architraves and window
frames with Dulux Aquanamel Low Gloss Vivid
White, $89.50 for 4L.

2 Protect surfaces using Dulux Precision Surface
Protection Anti-graffiti Coating, $60 for 1L, $190 for
2L, and $290 for 4L.

by British D Paints British © Paints

TIMBERPROTECT [[MBER PROTECT r

Improve bathroom tapware with a Dorf
Ren Basin Mixer, available in chrome
and black/copper, $249.

1 Improve your deck surface with British Paints
Timber Protect One Coat Decking Oil, $63.90 for
4L and $149 for 10L.

2 Give tired-looking fences a thorough facelift
using British Paints Timber Protect Fence Stain,
$34.90 for 1L and $72.90 for 10L.

See what you’re doing in dark places
with an Arlec 100 Lumens Waterproof
LED Head Torch, $18.98.
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1 Get to hard-to-reach places with
a Nylex Telescopic Jet Wand that
extends from 90cm to 1.7m, $35.98.

2 Save water while giving the garden
a drink with a Nylex 15m Soaker Hose
for watering lawns and gardens, $19.98.

1 Tackle all your drilling and chiselling with
the Ozito 900W Rotary Hammer Drill Kit, $119.

2 Bring back the shine to all dull surfaces
using the Ozito Power X Change 18V Buffer
Polisher Skin, $59. Battery and charger
sold separately.

Water a garden of an i
Yy shape with a Garg
AquaContour automated irrigation systeen'11a
for lawns and gardens, $299.

_ Ad_d sty(e to your interior
lighting with a Home Design
Mondo Pendant, $129.

Choose Bluetooth for your home
security with the Master Lock
Wall Mount Bluetooth Key
Safe, $220, and 56mm Outdoor
Bluetooth Padlock, $139.

1 Whip through the ironing using
a Topdry Ironing Board with Sleeve
Board, 1320 x 950 x 350mm, $59.99.

2 Keep your clothes well pressed with
a Gimi Ironing Board with Cotton Cover,
1220 x 900 x 380mm, $79.
3 Enjoy easy ironing with a Topdry
Brighten up the festive season’s Over Door Fold-down Ironing Board,
decorations with Lytworx 100 Pom Pom 1060 x 350mm, $45.
Battery-operated LED Lights, 2.7m, $12.99.

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018 m



Handyman
BUYER'S GUIDE

Take the DIY option for your home improvement
projects by choosing the best tools and equipment
from our market round-up

DETA

CREATE YOUR OWN
AUDIO VISUAL WALL PLATES

Simply select a blank wall plate, then choose
from our range of inserts to create your own
personalised audio visual wall plate.

; v Precision
R Engineered
v High Quality

g Materials

v Modern

you r a Available at Design
. UNNINGS

perfect kitchen

The new kaboodle kitchen premium melamine range - - u B m E

is made up of 10 designer shades inspired from all

over the globe! Get creative and start your new Available at
kitchen project today at kaboodle.com.au @ detaelectricalcomau ) 1800 826 859 ZUNNINGS

warehouse




For classifieds bookings contact Alek Jovanoski on (02) 9004 4461
or email Aleksandar.Jovanoski@readersdigest.com.au

Safety without compromise

Upgrade to the Side Pull ‘Lockable’

for extra safety around the pool
Now in a key lockable version!
Reliable magnetic latching
Small & unobtrusive - easy to install
Vertical & horizontal alignment
Stylish caps - no visible fasteners
Will not rust or corrode

- s !.’.l
- s ot Wil

Available at

[5) Deit=choouies

TOMMY TAPE

Self Fusing Silicone Tape

Use on Automotive, Hardware, Plumbing, Electrical, Landscaping & Marine repairs

QLI
+TAPE

SN TP

» Adhesive-Free

« Self Fusing

- Watertight & Airtight
« Will not crack or

.....

RTAPk

For more information visit our website
www.timbermate.com.au or call us on 1800 354 811

Timbermate

Available at

BUNNINGS
‘warehouse |

STANLEY

INTELLILASER™ |4i{¢

The STANLEY® IntelliLaser™ Pro
combines the convenience of a line
laser with the practicality of a stud
detector. Detect wood and metal studs
up to 25mm and live AC wires up to
50mm. The 180° pivoting line laser
and plumb vials assist with levelling,
making this the perfect tool for
hanging pictures & shelves.

Available at

BUNNII IHGS

The perfect solution
for.your. mouldy, sealants

Easy to apply
in 5 minutes

without removing
the existing seal!

RE-NEW

your joins like new



For classifieds bookings contact Alek Jovanoski on

Handyman B UYE R'S G UI D E (02) 9004 4461 or email Aleksandar.Jovanoski@readersdigest.com.au

Yesterday’s landfill,

THE NATURAL
CHOICE FOR
LANDSCAPING

H4 treated and ideal for
sandpits, play equipment
~ and vegetable gardens.

Revolutionary garden borders
and edges made of recycled
rubber, available at a Bunnings
Warehouse near you.

Available at

EZBorderh tuscanpath.:o"ru.J %

chhwoodproducts.com.aufironwood

KILL TERMITES THE EASY WAY!

FROM THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE CHEMICALS FOR THE PEST CONTROL INDUSTRY
“DIY” Termite Baiting System and Whlte Ant Termlte Balt

Finally, a complete “DIY” TERMITE
treatment. No more pest controllers
needed. As easy as 1-2-3.

1 Install Superway Termite Baiting Stations
around your property & inspect for activity ; | S;op,:;g:ty
every 2-3 weeks. ;- \ : Termite Baiting
Stations are

now available
- call us now

As soon as the Baiting Stations become
active, apply the Termite treatment to :
the station. (Superway owned & APVMA approved)

Termite colony destroyed - re-use
Baiting Station

FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK,
SEE CONTACT DETAILS BELOW:

GARDEN AG & PEST PRODUCTS P/L
TERMITE BAITING SOLUTIONS P/L

We have lots of products to help you with weeds and pests. Check out our whole range on our website. ) S U P E RWAY

www.superway.com.au 1300 302 938




What’s on this month

Head down to your local Bunnings this February
for expert advice on your next D.LY. project

24 25

[SAT] [SUN] [SAT] [SUN] [SAT] [SUN] [SAT] [SUN]
KITCHEN, BATHROOM SUSTAINABLE D.L.Y. GARDEN TO PLATE BASIC D.L.Y.
AND LAUNDRY D.LY. WORKSHOPS WORKSHOPS WORKSHOP SKILLS
WORKSHOPS Get to grips with all

Learn how to improve your
most-used rooms.

Great ideas to recycle
and repurpose.

Planting and caring for your
herbs and vegies.

the tools you'll need for
your next D.LY. project.

If you live in South Australia, speak to a team member or visit bunnings.com.au/yourstore for details about our great
one-on-one D.LY. workshops. These workshops run from 10am to 4pm each Saturday and Sunday.

KITCHEN, BATHROOM AND
LAUNDRY D.LY. WORKSHOPS

‘For more information
on our instore events
or to book, visit
bunnings.com.au/
yourstore’

LEONORA
TEAM MEMBER

2UNNINGS
warehouse
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.
. Flowers to sow

For autumn colour, get these seeds
in the ground now. X

© AGERATUM

© NEMOPHILA

© LINARIA

© LOBELIA

© NIGELLA

CAMARASDARAALN

L

Get ready for autumn and enjoy
the last of the summer crops | Vegies to grow

. Startsowing these vegetables for crops
WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS . fromjust eight weeks.

© BEETROOT
© CARROT

o e Ty | @ CABBAGE
‘ \..‘ ! 'y < “”‘ E

. - R : ‘:‘ Nl 8 © SILVERBEET
A L e g ' . ©SWEDE
~ Do now 9\ | N[
COLOUR the garden  , - B b7 ] B
with a beautiful LY ( | B

bougainvillea, page 120." | _ L ek - :

SURVIVE the summer heat ' ' “BE

with these tips, page 124. -
PLANT root vegies for hearty
soups and stews, page 130.

. MAKE a driftwood planter
for succulents, page 136.

i

. ~

PICTURES ISTOCK (BACKGROUND) THINKSTOCK

-
-
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PICTURES PLANTS MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

Angus Stewart
B &5imon Leake

+HOW TO BE AN URBAN FARMER -

BACKYARDS « ROCFTOPS « BALCOMIES « COURTYARDS

If you live in a city, Grow Your
Own: How To Be An Urban
Farmer by Angus Stewart and
Simon Leake (Murdoch Books,
$45) is a must-have guide to
growing crops.

It provides step-by-step
methods and details on topics
including soil prep, fertilisers,
compost and worm farms,
choosing crops, maintenance,
pest and disease management
and integrated urban farming
such as bees and poultry.

WHAT'S IN

N
\

o-do list
ckle these
-l‘-:te-summe" jobs.

TRIM hedges and

prune shru
fini
MOW law

to prevent Wee

bs that have
shed flowering.

ns regularly
ds from

going to seed.

ORDER s
for autumn

pring bulbs
planting-

)

COLOURJ)
A/

N\

© ALYOGYNE ‘NINBELLA PURPLFE’

is a striking fast-growing Australian

native that grows to a height of 1.5-2m

and spreads from 1.5-2m. '
It is an upright evergreen shrub

with a dense growth habit and features

hairy, lobed greyish-green foliage and

dark-purple blooms from late spring

through summer and well into autumn.
Give ‘Ninbella Purple’ a spot in full sun

or part shade in well-drained to moist soil.
It will tolerate long dry periods

and is frost hardy. Once established,

its water needs are low.
Cut back hard once flowering has

finished to promote new growth for

a stunning display the next season.
This plant is ideally suited for use in

native and low-maintenance gardens,

and for planting in mixed borders.
Information courtesy of Plants

Management Australia (pma.com.au).

RE-POT cyclameng in
erate areas an@
Eﬁ:r;'zgr occasionally until
new growth appears.
SUPPRESS vye:ce?:
[ u
and retain mois -
in the soil by mulching
garden beds. ‘
DEADHEAD flowering
plants to encouragé
more blooms. »

% S




" PRESERVE
. " GREEN
 TOMATOES

- Towards the end of the season, there
may be tomatoes that won’t ripen. So
why not preserve them green? More
delicious than they look, they’re sweet
enough to eat on their own. You can
serve them with curry and pasta dishes
or make them into chutney.

T —

9 STERILISE JARS Wash the
jars in soapy water and rinse
in hot water. Preheat the oven
to low, then place the jars on
a tray in the oven until dry.
TIP Use-jars with clip-on lids.
9 BOTTLE THE TOMATOES
Wash the tomatoes well and
prick each several times with
a fork. Half fill the jars with
the brine and submerge the
tomatoes. Add rosemary, thyme
or chilli to each jar for flavour.
Seal the lids and place in
a cupboard for a couple of
months. The tomatoes will turn
a yellowish colour. Tip a quarter
of the brine out of each jar and
top with extra virgin olive oil.
Add chopped chilli, garlic or
rosemary for extra flavour.
TIP Date the jars before storing.

o MAKE THE BRINE In a large
saucepan, mix 500ml water and
200ml vinegar. Add a handful
of salt and 1 tablespoon sugar,"

*  then stir well. Bring to the boil
and allow the mix to cool.

'

COMPOST COMPANION

With the fly season in full swing, the
EnviroSafe Fly Attractant Bulk Bucket

of Baits, $62 (envirosafeaustralia.com.au),
is an easy and cost-effective way to catch

those pesky insects, as they find it irresistible.

Designed for use with the standard
Envirosafe Fly Trap, this product is made
from food-grade ingredients and is non toxic
and pesticide free. The distinctive yellow
bucket with lid contains 36 baits. <
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| Fertilise edibles and give roses
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' Feed now

aboost for the next flush of flowers.

© SPRING-FLOWERING
CLIMBERS

© LEAFY VEGETABLES

© BERRY PLANTS

© ROSES

© CITRUS

TYRpr Y

Harvest now

Pick or cut these vegetable crops.

© STRAWBERRIES B

© FIGS RICR, |
. © GRAPES . % .

© CELERY : /

© CAULIFLOWER

NRFIIRNIRIITY

Prune now

Trim these plants into shape
ready for autumn.

© BOUGAINVILLEA

© STONE FRUIT TREES

© PELARGONIUM

© FLOWERED SHRUBS

© ROSES

PICTURES (CENTRE LEFT, TOP LEFET, TOP RIGHT, CENTRE RIGHT, BOTTOM.RIGHT) ISTOCK
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GEL  SUBSCRIBE
5% AND SAVE

JUST $39 FOR ONE YEAR!

- -

1VEAR $30 et
2 YEARS $72 SVEA 1

(ORDER CODE: HMMAG22)

iie f o
:‘i
*SAVINGS BASED ON 11 ISSUES PER YEAR AT THE RETAIL PRICE OF $6.50 PER ISSUE

andy

VISIT HANDYMAN.NET.AU/SUBSCRIBE OR
CALL 1300 300 030 MON-FRI 6AM TO 8PM
AND SAT-SUN 6AM TO 6PM (AEST)

______

*

'local call costs from landlines only



VIBRANT
BOUGAINVILLEAS

Add brilliant colour to your summer garden
with these shimmering beauties

ur summers would not be
nearly as colourful today if
French navigator Louis Antoine

de Bougainville hadn't sailed to South
America in the 1760s with botanist
Philibert Commerson, who discovered
anew genus, which he named

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

Bougainvillea after his commander.

Bougainvilleas are now among the
most popular plants grown in tropical,
subtropical and temperate climates.

There are around 14 species in the
genus, and they’re ideal for growing
over pergolas and fences.

They can also be trained as standards
in pots or garden beds. On the ground,
they look good scrambling over banks.

If you don't have a lot of space, try
adwarfbougainvillea from the Bambino
Series. These are ideal for pots.

_ -

While usually grown as
climbers, bougainvilleas
make great groundcovers
if left unsupported.



The foliage of bougainvilleas
can be either evergreen or
deciduous, depending on

. the species and climate.

Help them thrive

Bougainvilleas are very hardy plants fertiliser high in potash. Don’t use

and will survive without much water afertiliser high in nitrogen, as this will

or fertiliser and still put on a fabulous produce lots of growth but few flowers.

flower show, just as long as they receive Bambino bougainvilleas in

plenty of sunshine and are grown in garden beds will need to be fed with

awarm climate. a controlled-release fertiliser high in

¢ POSITION in a sunny, frost-free potash in spring, summer and autumn.

spot in light, free-draining soil. The * WATER lightly during summer and

plant will tolerate some shade, but the you will be rewarded with more flowers. J
flowers won't be as prolific. During winter, bougainvilleas will

* FEED bougainvilleas in the ground virtually survive on rainwater. Mulch in }
in spring with a controlled-release spring with lucerne hay or sugar cane. »

PICTURES ISTOCK (BOTTOM RIGHT) CHERYL MADDOCKS

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018



Plant in pots
Bougainvilleas, especially those in
the Bambino Series, make excellent
low-maintenance pot plants.

If you want to curtail their growth,
planting climbing varieties in pots is
an effective way to achieve this.
¢+ PLANT climbing and Bambino
varieties in a large container using
a premium potting mix.
¢ FEED in spring, summer and autumn
with a three-month controlled-release
fertiliser for flowers and fruit.
¢ MULCH pots with lucerne hay to keep
the soil cool and help retain moisture.
+ WATER when the potting mix starts to
dry out, but take care not to overwater.

o nk
N\
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A variety of bougainvilleas
lining a pathway provide

a dazzling display of
long-lasting colour.

GROWING DWARF VARIETIES

Dwarf bougainvilleas from the
Bambino Series can be grown as
groundcovers, as trimmed shrubs
or individually in pots.

They can be espaliered,
look wonderful in large hanging
baskets and make colourful
informal hedges.

Plants in the Bambino Series
are available in different heights
from 500mm to about 2m, and
feature exceptional colours,

including oranges, pale and
bright yellows, pinks, various
shades of lavender, purple,
white and some bi-colours.

The thorns on these plants
aren’t as big or sharp as those
of the larger varieties.

Once planted and established
in beds, they require little extra
water, as with all bougainvilleas.
Dry conditions encourage them
to produce more flowers.

PICTURES ISTOCK (MAIN) CHERYL MADDOCKS




How to prune

Hard pruning is generally not
recommended for bougainvilleas,
as it can cause them to go into a strong,
vegetative growth phase and produce
long, curved thorns in the leaf axils
instead of flowers.

These thorns enable the plants to
get a firm grip on tree branches and
scramble up towards the light.

But if your bougainvillea is already
thorny and far too big, you may have
no option but to prune heavily.

After pruning, fertilise with
a product that is high in potash to
encourage flowers to grow.

Always remove the watershoots
when they appear and trim off finished
flowers to encourage more blooms.

For Bambino bougainvilleas,
prune lightly throughout the year to
remove finished flower heads. This also
shapes the plant and encourages another
flush of flowers. Remove summer
watershoots at the base of the plant. +

Climbing bougainvilleas
liven up a plain fence and
make a striking border
hedge on a large property.

Did you know?
All bougainvillea flowers
are tiny and white. The
beautiful, vibrant summer
colour we associate with
bougainvilleas is provided
by the bracts that surround
these small flowers, not by the
flowers themselves. A bract
is a modified leaf found at

the base of the flower.

PICTURE CHERYL MADDOCKS
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~ SURVIVING
EXTREME HEAT

Keep your garden cool to help it cope with
sweltering hot days and drying conditions

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

eautiful warm weather, glorious
B sunny days, lazy lunches and

evening barbecues are what
summer is all about.

It’s a great time to be enjoying the
outdoors, butit’s also a tough period
for your garden. If you're sweltering
in the heat, then your plants will also
be feeling the effects.

Gardens are instrumental in
cooling the surrounding environment,
so it’s essential to keep plants alive
and looking good in really hot, dry
conditions. Here, we show you how.

EXPERT
SECRETS
Don’t be too
concerned if plants
wilt a bit in extreme
heat, as they’ll bounce
back in the evening
when it’s cooler.
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A canopy of trees provides
shade for the garden.
BELOW If your soil is in good
condition, plants will benefit.

Condition the soil
Good soil holds water for plants during
hot weather, so ensure the soil remains
moist and healthy by conditioning it
regularly. Adding organic matter on
aregular basis will build up structure.
Apply a layer of compost, mushroom
compost, or cow or chicken manure to
the soil and lightly fork it through.
Ifyour soil is very sandy, you will
need to condition it at the beginning

of each season and regularly add
a soil wetter. This will improve the
penetration of water into the soil so
itreaches the roots of the plants.
Remove any mulch before adding
a soil wetter, then replace. Soil wetters
can be applied to lawns.
Water storage crystals also hold
water, so dig them into the soil in
spring when you are planting. »

Provide shade

Trees are nature’s air conditioners and
provide much-needed summer shade.

Ifyou don't have an effective shade
tree, now is a good time to undertake
research with a view to planting during
autumn when the weather cools.

Selecting the right tree for the right
position is essential if you want to enjoy
it for years to come.

To cool the garden, position
deciduous trees in the northern and
western areas.

Your local nursery can help with
shade tree options and give advice on
trees that may have a negative impact on
house footings, and water and gas pipes.

It’s important to plant trees

in the right position.
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Add mulch

Mulch helps retain moisture and
keeps the soil cool but when applied
too thickly, it can prevent water
permeating the ground.

Research has shown that a 50mm
layer works as well as a thicker layer and
makes it easier for water to penetrate.

Never add mulch to dry soil, but
apply it after heavy rain or a deep
watering, and always water the soil
again afterwards. Use organic mulch
such as lucerne hay or sugar cane, as
it will break down and add even more
structure to the soil.

Make sure the mulch is clear of
tree trunks and plant stems to prevent
fungus or rot developing.

Pot plants can also be mulched.
Sphagnum moss, pebbles and tumbled
glass are effective and look good, too.

Mulching makes a garden
more drought-resistant.

T
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Group plants in garden beds
according to their water
requirements and grow close

together to shade the soil.

=

HOT TIPS

¢ SPRAY vulnerable plants with
Yates DroughtShield. This helps
reduce the amount of water lost
on the leaves and also protects
them from wind and sunburn.

¢ WAIT until the hot weather is
over to cut off leaves that have
been damaged by the heat,

as the dead leaves will protect
the lower leaves.

* REMOVE weeds as soon as
you see them. They’re the curse
of gardeners because they
compete with your plants for
much-needed summer water.

¢ CHOOSE plants that suit your
local environment. Take a walk
around your neighbourhood and
check what grows on council

roundabouts and in parks, as
these plants are hardy and
usually rely on rainwater.

¢+ MAKE your ownh compost.

It’s free plant food and builds

up the structure of the soil.

Lawn clippings, vegie scraps
and other green waste will break
down quickly during summer.

¢ BEAR in mind that summer isn’t
the best planting time for trees
and shrubs, but if you need to,
add a few stakes around the plant
and drape over shade cloth to
protect them from extreme heat.
¢ PLACE annuals and perennials
so they will touch each other
when they reach maturity. Close
planting shades the soil.

PICTURES CHERYL MADDOCKS (MAIN) ISTOCK
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Water wisely

We all want to conserve water and how

you water your garden is important so

it survives the heat of summer.

¢ WATER the garden deeply in the

cool of the day once or twice a week to

encourage the plant roots to go deeper

into the soil. A good watering allows

water to soak into the top 150mm.

* APPLY water where it is needed.

Some plants need less water than others,

even if they've been grouped correctly.
If one plant is wilting in the bed,

apply water directly to the roots of that

plant instead of to the whole bed.

+ START watering the highest part

of the garden first so run-off will soak

into lower, drier areas.

"3

If using a sprinkler to water
your lawn, make sure you
move it around to provide even
watering over the entire area.

D R > S g

Water carefully to avoid run-off,
which carries soil and dissolved nutrients
into stormwater and river systems.
¢+ CONSIDER installing a drip
irrigation system so water is delivered
directly to the roots, and you won't lose
water from wind, evaporation or run-off.
¢ CHECK the soil before watering.
Insert your finger into the soil beyond
the top 20mm to see if it is already
damp, rather than watering routinely.

+ HARDEN plants by allowing the

soil to dry out before you water. Slowly
decreasing the amount of water applied
will result in the leaf tissue becoming
alittle tougher. Many plants are hardier
than you may realise. »

The best time of day to
water the garden is early
in the morning before the

Handyman.net.au FEBRUARY 2018
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Lawns are tougher than you think and
will let you know they’re in stress when
they start to wilt or change colour.

But even if the grass turns brown
over summer, it will revert to green
when it rains or you water it.
¢ CHOOSE water-efficient lawn
varieties such as ‘Sir Walter’ and
‘Palmetto’, as these two grasses have
good drought and heat tolerance.
¢ AERATE the lawn occasionally using
a garden fork to help the water soak in.

+ WATER your lawn for longer, but
less often, to encourage deeper roots
and drought tolerance.

If the grass springs back when you
tread on it, the lawn doesn’t require
water. If it stays flat, it needs a soak.
+ MOW only the top third of the leaf
area, leaving it 75mm or higher. Save
clippings and age them to use as a mulch
or add them to the compost heap.
¢ CONSIDER reducing the lawn area.
Front lawns that are barely used can be
replaced with tough ornamental grasses
that don’t need mowing.

Backyard lawns can be replaced
with pavers surrounded by garden
beds filled with water-efficient plants
and groundcovers.

POT PLANT CARE

Potted plants dry out quickly
during summer and often
need to be watered every day.
Add water-holding crystals
to the mix when re-potting.
Always water pots deeply,
continuing until it starts to
run out of the drainage holes.
Plastic pots retain water
better than terracotta ones, so
plant in a plastic pot and use
a larger, attractive terracotta
container as a sleeve.
Spray unglazed pots with
a sealant or line the sides with
black plastic to retain moisture.
Mulch with pebbles,
sphagnum moss or lucerne
hay to help retain moisture. «

PICTURES CHERYL MADDOCKS
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BACK TO YOUR ROOTS

Plant a few root vegetables in your backyard now to add
to casseroles and soups when the weather cools down

WORDS CHERYL MADDOCKS

ertain vegetables are sown
{ now and harvested during
autumn and winter, providing
healthy, nutritious produce to use as
a base for warming and filling meals,
such as soups and stews, on cold days.
While you may be sweltering in
the hot summer sun and winter is
a distant thought, now is the time
to plant those fabulous root vegetables
such as parsnips, turnips, swedes, w 1Y) Grow root vegetables in time
kohlrabies, radishes and carrots. - ! ! ] - " for winter with little effort.

ﬂ--'
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Rustle up a plate of French
Fries with the humble swede.

Plant your root vegetables
in free-draining soil.
RIGHT Swedes are a good
source of potassium.

Swede

The swede, or rutabaga as it is also
known, arrived in England from
Sweden in the 1770s and it is very
closely related to the turnip.

Swedes are a good source of
potassium and magnesium, which
help maintain healthy blood
pressure levels.

Sow the seeds directly where the
swedes are to grow in late summer
and autumn. In cold climates,
swedes can also be sown in late
winter and early spring.

How to grow

The main requirement for successfully
growing root vegetables is a deeply
dug, free-draining soil with well-rotted
manure or compost added.

Organic matter must be mixed
evenly throughout the soil or the roots
could be forked or misshapen.

Scatter a pre-planting fertiliser in
the bed before sowing the seeds.

Ifyou have rich, healthy soil, the
pre-planting fertiliser should be enough
to produce a good crop of root vegetables.

Applying a liquid fertiliser, but
not one that is high in nitrogen, will
promote faster growth.

Water regularly throughout the
growing season.

Don’t mound up the soil around
the plants, as the roots are swollen
stems that sit on the soil surface, and
this can cause rot to occur.

Thin seedlings to 70-100mm apart
when 75mm high. Harvest swedes
about 3-4 months after sowing.
¢ MAKE aroot gratin with swede,
parsnip and potato. Bake with cream,
garlic and parmesan.
¢ MASH with potatoes for extra
flavour and texture.
¢ ADD to soups and stews. »
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Carrot

A native of Afghanistan, the carrot
was originally a purple colour. The
orange variety we eat now arose from
ayellow mutation in the Netherlands
in the 1600s. They are a rich source of
betacarotene, which can help protect
your heart, and antioxidants.

Carrots are biennial, producing their
taproot in the first year and flowering in
their second year if not pulled.

They can be grown in containers
if space is limited and make pretty
border plants in ornamental gardens
with their bright-green, feathery tops.

Sow the seeds directly where the
plants are to grow from February to

Carrots can be eaten when
young or left until mature.

November in hot climates, from July to
March in temperate zones, and from
August to February in cold climates.

The seeds are very fine, so make sure
they are evenly distributed by mixing
the seed with a little dry river sand.

Thin seedlings to 50mm apart
when about 75mm high. Harvest
12-16 weeks after sowing.

You can also buy seed tape, which
holds a row of evenly spaced seeds so
you don’t have to thin them.
¢ USE carrots to make muffins.
¢ COMBINE grated carrot with thinly
sliced fennel bulb, and add dressing for
a crunchy salad.

1 Add a slice of fresh ginger
ol { l-': when juicing carrots.
\Y

-

Turnip

When the turnip arrived in England
during the 15th century from the
Netherlands, the roots were baked or
roasted and the leafy tops were eaten
young in salads or cooked like silverbeet.

Turnips are loaded with vitamins,
especially C and B, and are full of fibre
and low in kilojoules.

They are sometimes grown just for
their young green leaves, which are
loaded with phytonutrients.

Sow turnip seeds directly where
the plants are to grow from late summer
through autumn. In cold climates,
turnips can be also be sown in late
winter and early spring. Thin seedlings to
70-100mm apart when about 75mm high.

Harvest small turnips when sweet or
in 10-12 weeks at maturity.
¢ MASH cooked turnips with chopped
chives and parmesan.
¢ USE to make leek and turnip soup.
¢ ADD to soups, casseroles and stews.

PICTURES ISTOCK
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Parsnip

Sweet, nutty parsnips contain fibre
and potassium, vitamin C and folate.
They are also reputed to contain
anti-inflammatory properties.

Parsnips are ideal for winter stews,
soups, gratins, purees and soufflés.

Sow parsnip seeds directly where
the plants are to grow from February to
September in hot areas and from July
to March in temperate climates. Sow
from August to February in cold zones.

The seeds can take 3-4 weeks to
germinate, so keep the bed damp.

Thin seedlings to 50-70mm apart when
about 75mm high.

Harvest after about 18-20 weeks,
but they keep well in the soil, especially
during winter.
¢ ADD chopped rosemary to baked
parsnips and freshly chopped coriander
or parsley leaves to mashed parsnips.
¢ USE parsnips as an alternative to
potatoes to make chips. »

Parsnips are rich in vital
nutrients and vitamins, which
help rid the body of free radicals.

Worm Feast® Can-O-Worms ™

Consider the many benefits
that worm farming has to
offer, from enriching your
garden to diverting organic
matter from landfill.

Worm Cafe®

Available at

BUNN INGS

www.tumbleweed.com.au
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Kohlrabi

The origin of the kohlrabi is one of the
mysteries of horticulture. It doesn't
resemble anything that grows in the
wild and has been called the mongrel of
the vegetable kingdom, as it looks like

a turnip grown on a cabbage root.

Its close relationship to the cabbage
hasled to one belief that it may have
developed as an accidental mutation
from cultivated cabbage varieties.

It tastes like a cross between a turnip
and a swede and the leafy green tops
are also edible. The swollen stem grows
above ground, so don’'t mound up the
soil around it, as it will cause rot.

FEBRUARY 2018 Australian Handyman

Kohlrabi is related to the cabbage
and can be either green or purple.

Sow the seeds directly where the plants
are to grow in late summer and autumn.
In temperate and cold climates, kohlrabi
can also be sown in early spring. Thin
seedlings to 100-150mm apart when
about 75mm high.

Harvest 8-10 weeks after sowing.
Start pulling the roots while young to
extend the harvest. Don't let the bulbs
exceed 50-70mm in diameter or they
will become tough and stringy.
¢ SERVE kohlrabi with a cheese sauce.
¢ BOIL or steam and serve with butter
and black pepper.
¢ USE to make a soup.

Storing the crop

¢ CARROTS will keep well in
the refrigerator crisper for at
least a month.

Cut off the leaves, as they
draw moisture from the root,
and remove any dirt, then put in
aresealable plastic bag.

They can also be peeled,
blanched and placed in freezer
bags for about three months.
¢ PARSNIPS can be harvested
during winter when you need
them, as they store well in the
ground. They can also be peeled,
blanched and stored in the freezer
for up to six months.
¢+ SWEDES AND TURNIPS
will remain crisp for about two
weeks in the vegetable crisper
in the fridge. It’s best to remove
the leaves before storing.
¢ KOHLRABI is best eaten
fresh, but it can be stored in the
refrigerator crisper for about
two weeks.

Young bulbs can be peeled,
sliced and blanched and stored in
the freezer for up to two months.
¢ RADISHES can be stored in
a plastic bag in the refrigerator
for a week. It’s best to leave the
leafy tops attached.
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Radish

The natural zing and crunch of
radishes is pleasing on our palates
throughout the year.

And radishes are good for
you, as like broccoli, cauliflower
and cabbage, they belong to the
Brassicaceae family and contain
cancer protecting phytonutrients,
fibre, vitamins and minerals.

You don'’t even need green
fingers to grow radishes, as they
are obligingly easy to cultivate.

Sow the seeds until the end
of autumn directly where the
plants are to grow.

The seeds germinate in about
5-8 days. So the radishes don't
all mature simultaneously, sow

the seeds successively, sowing
two lots - one for the roots and
one for the young leaves, which
make a delicious addition to salads.
Radishes can also be pickled.
Depending on the cultivar,
the roots will be ready for harvesting
in 4-8 weeks.
Allow a couple of plants to go
to seed, as the flowers are very
attractive to beneficial insects.
¢ DIP radishes in ricotta cheese for
a tasty snack.
¢ ADD them to green salads.
¢ COMBINE radishes with fennel,
cucumber, tomato, feta cheese
and salad leaves and toss with
amustard dressing.

150L Compost 200L Flat Pack 200L Gedye

Consider the many benefits
that worm farming has to
offer, from enriching your Available at

garden to diverting organic ZUNN INGS

matter from landfill. warenouse

www.tumbleweed.com.au



GARDEN

ucculents are easy to grow from
S cuttings, and can be impressive
when displayed as a large group
in a unique planter.
This piece of driftwood featured
anatural channel running along
its centre with a soft spongy surface,
which provided the ideal substrate for

displaying succulents.
. . . To create the planter, a selection
TI’a ﬂSfOi’m a beaChS|de ﬂ ﬂd IﬂtO an of succulents of different species and
. . colours was collected from friends’
eye = CatCh N g d IS p | ay fO r SUCCU |e ﬂtS gardens and trimmed to size.

Holes were drilled along the length
WORDS AND PICTURES DANIEL BUTKOVICH of the channel, and the cuttings were
inserted snugly. Sphagnum moss was
packed around the cuttings to encourage
rooting and retain moisture.

The result is a portable botanical
display that can be brought inside and
used as a centrepiece.

TIP Water the planter regularly to keep
the succulents hydrated.

ABOVE Plan the arrangement

before you start planting.
BELOW Holes are drilled first
to house the cuttings.

The planter makes 3 &’{
a fabulous feature e

indoors or outdoors. ~f
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WIN up to

BONUS

Purchase a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries air conditioner, - BIS i
go online to claim up to and Scratch & Win

WIN

— -

- to stand a chance to Double or Triple your cash bonus. AIR CONDITIONING e
i - MITSUBISHI HEAVY INDUSTRIES
Promotion runs from 1 November 2017 - 28 February 2018 ARCONDITIONERS AUSTRALIARTYLTD.

For full terms and conditions please see Summer2018. m h iaapI'OITID.BDm




Yesterday's landfill,

Collecting and re-purposing The tyres are then stripped Crumb rubber is then
scrap tyres diverts them down and the rubber is manufactured into
from going to landfills processed into crumb form Garden Borders

Car and truck rubber tyres otherwise bound for landfill are collected, crumbed and created into
EZ Border, a revolutionary range of decorative garden borders.

The result is an environmentally friendly, extremely durable, easy to use,
ever elegant and flexible landscaping solution!

Perfect for flower beds, gardens, pathways and driveway borders
and available in assorted designs at a Bunnings Warehouse near you.

E z Bo rd e rm tuscanpath.c.u

Available at

BUN || IN GS




