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CORINTHIAN
DOORS

A JELD*'WEN Company

“Embrace simplicity and
| choose designs that are
both beautiful and useful.”

SALLY KLOPPER,
SALLY CAROLINE INTERIOR DESIGN

THE MODA COLLECTION

A door is a statement of what to expect as you enter a room. That’s why Sally Klopper
of Sally Caroline Interior Design starts with Corinthian’s Moda Collection. With 24
timeless designs to choose from, a Moda door will be right at home in your home.
To watch Sally talk about her timeless design principles, visit Corinthian.com.au
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HANDY STUFF

Make the most of the great
outdoors with these cool buys

BUYER’S GUIDE

Pick the best spray paint for
all of your DIY projects

BACKYARD BBQ BENCH

Design and build a cooking station

OUTDOOR CHEF

Fire up the barbie and dine outside

BARBIE HEROES

Tuck into these delicious recipes

INSTALL A PERGOLA

Upgrade your deck for summer
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FOREVER HOME

A 1970s brick bungalow gets
an innovative makeover

FROM DRAB TO FAB

A dated granny flat is transformed
to boost rental income

LAY MOSAIC TILES

Tile a new bathroom wall DIY
to create a decorative effect
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64 SURFACE MAKEOVERS

77

Give exterior features at your
place a quick and easy update

HOME PLAYGROUND

Provide the kids with hours of fun
and activity with these playsets

STYLE SECRETS

Create the home of your dreams
with design tips from an expert

TIMELESS POTS

Use lime wash to give a weathered
look to plain terracotta planters

FESTIVE LIGHTING

Dress up your house with lights
and decorations for Christmas

102 THIS MONTH

Get the garden ready for summer

108 STARTING FROM SCRATCH

A bare yard becomes a vegie patch

114 MAKING MOSS BALLS

Design a beautiful string garden

118 TERRARIUM
Create a mini garden landscape

121 WATER WISELY
Change your watering habits

129 COMPOST FOR FREE

Make your own organic fertiliser

134 PICK THE TOUGH TYPES
Select disease-resistant plants

141 TANTALISING TOMATOES

Grow your best-ever crop

152 5 EXTRAORDINARY
USES FOR EGG CARTONS

Create a seed nursery and more



LOVE THE
COVER?
S

To design a relaxed entertaining area,
pair a white pergola with dark decking

MAIN PICTURE STUART SCOTT

or a breezy place to spend lazy
F days and nights in the summer,
install a pergola over the deck.
The white-painted timber offers
a striking contrast to the dark stain of
the deck, and lets in plenty of light.
Add an outdoor sofa for lounging
and a table for eating, softening the
space using cushions and pot plants.
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Northcote Pottery 11cm
Terracotta Squat Pot, about
200mm Florida $3. northcotepottery.com

Gardenia, $17,
from Bunnings.

Boyd Blue Nautical

— Stripe Cushion in Navy,
Watson Black Japan '
Fl:eacstt( Stain, about $92 for $265. boydblue.com

LL. feastwatson.com.au

Keter Eden Outdoor
Storage Bench, $229.
keter.com

PICTURE (GARDENIA) ISTOCK
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STARTS WITH CORINTHIAN

THE MODA COLLECTION

A door is a statement of what to expect as you enter a room. That’s why Sally
Klopper of Sally Caroline Interior Design starts with Corinthian’s Moda
Collection. With 24 timeless designs to choose from, a Moda door will be

right at home in your home. To watch Sally talk about her timeless design CORINTHIAN

principles, visit Corinthian.com.au DOORS

A JELD*'WEN Company
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VISUAL
unlatched alarm

AUDIBLE
unlatched alarm

mALateh aLonr

Locked/ Unlocked
indicator

MA

Because you can’t turn your back for a second

* World's only combined gate latch & electronic alarm
* Emits a single beep upon each gate entry/exit

* Full alarm mode only if left open 15+ seconds

* Quick & easy to install — no wires, no special tools

* Can be rekeyed (by locksmith) to match existing doors
* Long-life, replaceable lithium battery

* Australian ‘Good Design Award’ winner 2015

LIFETIME Do

X WARRANTY D&D Technologies

m‘gg World's most trusted gate hardware

BUILDERS' HARDWARE AISLE

zUNt 5%65 To watch video or for more info go to www.ddtechglobal.com

bunnings.com.au



Like HandymanMagazine
on Facebook for more tips

A big congratulations to the
Ozito competition winners,
from the August issue.

Frank Kavo, NSW; Alex MacAlpine, VIC;
Barbara Thompson, NSW

o

PRODUCT OF
THE MONTH

Boost privacy in an indoor or outdoor
area with a designer-look Protector
Aluminium Decorative Screen.
Choose from Palm (pictured),
Bamboo, Geometric, Riverstone and
Large Leaf in Off White or Satin Black.
Highly sturdy and easy-to-install,
they won’t rust, rot or need painting
(protectoraluminium.com.au).

EDITOR’S

LETTER

o you find that when you spend
D your weekend DIYing you can

end up straining muscles which
haven't been used for a while?

This last weekend I was trying
to reinvigorate my vegie patch, and
all the hauling, digging, forking and
raking of the ingredients did a real
number on my back.

But it’s all good now and the soil
already looks so much richer. You
see, I'm determined to have my most
prolific crops ever this year.

I plan on planting tomatoes as
early as possible, as I never seem to
have any that ripen before Christmas,
so here’s a test. I also put up a mini
greenhouse and have planted the
seeds in trays to get them started.

If you're also inspired to grow your
best-ever tomatoes, see horticulturalist
Cheryl Maddocks’ guide to success
with seeds, seedlings and cuttings,
which includes advice on getting rid
of diseases and pests, on page 141.

_ ety

Quick fixes

If the front of your house is in need of
a refresh, but it’s all a bit overwhelming,
make it more achievable by breaking
the areas down into individual jobs.

These repairs and facelifts not
only improve the look of the house,
they also help maintain the surfaces
so they will last, saving you lots of
money in the long term.

We’ve put together a collection of
fast and easy DIY cosmetic makeover
projects, including painting the fence,
rendering an exterior wall, sealing
pavers and refinishing the deck.
Check them out, from page 64.

Enjoy the issue,

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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STANLEY

117 REASONS
TO BUY A NEW

TOOL KIT.

o".

STANLEY®
117PC TOOL KIT

The NEW STANLEY® 117pc Tool Kit

includes a Hammer, Utility Knife,

Screwdrivers, Hex Keys, Tape Measure

as well as an assortment of sockets and

socket accessories. Packed into a handy B Avolicbls ot
carry case, this kit has all the tools you'll UNNINGS
need to get the job done. Perfect for the “warehouse
home, garage or car boot. bunnings.com.au

e
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. Get handy DIY
Bar g’ hints and clever life
e\ hacks every day
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Share our tips
with your friends

YOUTUBE | INSTAGRAM

youtube.com/Handyman @HandymanMagazine
Step-by-step projects Get inspired
and expert advice while on the go

)
+ Follow @HandymanMagazine

Subscribe to our channel v Like your favourite pics
for new videos every week @ Tag us in your DIY shots
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. RENEWIT!

WOOD & CONCRETE

RESURFACER

IS YOUR DECK ON ITS LAST LEGS? et ‘
DON’T REPLACE IT, RENEW IT! | ‘

RENEW IT! is the ultimate rescue for worn or weathered wood and

concrete. It locks down splinters and fills cracks up to 5mm deep to - e h

give new life to time worn wood and concrete surfaces.

Visit whiteknightpaints.com.au for more details.

from the makers of

7 White Knight 3? TAUBMANS®

specialist paint, professional results
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Keyless entry @ Built to last @ Installed in minutes

Locksis € Feature
Is Keyless entry system.

If you have ever experienced the trouble of losing your keys,
try LOCKSIS! You will never have to carry or search for your

va’d World Wide DIY SMART LEVER LOCK

W nstalled on various doors without perforation

i

keys again.

Digilog Mechanism
LOCKSIS SMART LEVER LOCK can be easily installed and V Angloguge auto mechanism of
it will keep your home safe. BaaiLos

door opening & closing, Digital authentication

Stainless Steel Body, Lever
@.‘. Outstanding durability and fire resistance

Experience the smart life by LOCKSIS.

Multi Direction & Universal fit
Universal fit for left and right opening doors

WA NSW
LOCKSIS Australia Pty Ltd (Master Distributor) | Prox Access Pty Ltd
PO BOX 1899, Malaga, Perth WA 6944 Sydney NSW 2000

|
Email: info@locksis.com.au Email: contact@proxaccess.com I o c Ks I S
Tel: 1300 LEVER LOCK Tel: 02 8007 3217

Web: www.locksis.com.au Web: www.proxaccess.com www.locksis.com.au



OUTDOOR
ENTERTAINING

Embrace the extra hours of daylight
and host a party in the backyard

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

’

Chalk it up

Keep kids entertained with the
Donkey Products i-Wood My First
Laptop, $50. They’ll spend endless
hours mimicking you and getting
creative on the chalkboard screen
and keyboard. The 24 x 35 x 2.5cm
device comes complete with chalk.
yellowoctopus.com.au

Wet 'n’ wild : : 4 reston ahotday.
Treat the children to the Swing Slide ; Give the kids a fun space to escape the sunan ‘ —
Climb 1.8m Free Standing Water -

Slide, $99 (swingslideclimb.com.au).
It has a built-in hose connection and
is designed for kids aged 3-7.

Rascal recliner Blaze blocker

Take tots on trips with the Marquee Save young skin from the sun’s

Children’s Camp Chair, $9. In three - UV rays using the Copacabana

fun designs, it has a powdercoated N Circles Sunny Jim Sunshade, $200.

steel frame and leg safety lock. BOUHClng babes Measuring 1.5m wide by 3.1m long,

Get the kids to burn up excess energy it has an UPF rating of 50+. The
together while playing on the Swing shade can be set up in two ways,
Slide Climb Rotating See Saw, $85 depending on the sun’s position. >

(swingslideclimb.com.au). It holds sunnyjim.com.au
up to 35kg and can rotate 360°.

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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rRYOBI

ryobi.com.au siLithium
F Ryobi ANZ 36V

GARDEN RANGE.
POWER
MADE EASY.

\? One 36V Lithium Battery powers more than ten tools.

gNo petrol @No fumes @No mixing @JINO hassle




Try your hand at making gourmet

End the night on

a high note by using
the Larder Homeware
Acacia Long Serving
Platter, $43, to treat
guests to cheese
and crackers.

//TIP\

Avoid the cost
of a wood-fired
pizza oven by using
smart barbecue
accessories.

\ h

Baker box Picnic perfect

meals at home using the innovative Ditch the disaster of broken glass
BakerStone Pizza Oven Box, $149 in the grass with the Govino Go
(bakerstonebox.com). This clever Anywhere Wine Glasses, $30 for
accessory upgrades any three-burner four. They're shatterproof, BPA
or larger barbecue into a gourmet free, reusable and recyclable.
pizza oven. It also roasts meat, fish Holding up to 475ml, they’ll turn
and vegetables, and is excellent for any picnic into a party.

baking breads, biscuits and more. govino.com.au

\‘ ==
Pick plat Take a dip

IC p ate Serve up snacks in style with the

3 Viva La Franki Aqua Talavera Dip Set,
$80 (vivalafranki.com.au). Made
in Mexico, the six-piece set is hand
painted and 35 x 35 x 6cm in size.

larder.com.au happinessplace.com.au

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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Hang about

Relax back in a Two Trees Value
Double Hammock, $30. Available
in two colours, it is 155cm wide

Gather TOU.nd and 220cm long and has a 150kg

Dine alfresco on the Mimosa weight capacity. Made from a cotton
Three-piece Timber Bench Setting, polyester blend with colour-fast
$599, from Bunnings. Built from dyes, it comes in a PVC storage bag.
sustainable eucalyptus hardwood, twotreeshammocks.com.au

it has a weight rating of 270kg.

Crowd pleaser
Natu ral defence Fit the family OIRhe Mimosa Six-piece

Keep biting bugs at bay with Cococabana Corner Lounge Setting,
the Waxworks Glazed Ceramic $2499, from Bunnings. Designed for
Table Top Oil Burner, $19. The durability and comfort, it adds a cosy
sleek design makes it a stunning atmosphere to an outdoor room.
centrepiece while the citronella

oil discourages mosquitoes for

an itch-free backyard barbecue.

waxworksworks.com.au . vavoom.com.au

7 TIP

/ Provide ambient
table lighting and

protection from
mosquito bites with
oil burners.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman



Whether you’re updating your old pool or finishing off a new
one, you can’t go past Everton’s range of DIY glass pool fences.
Stylish, safe and budget friendly, Everton glass pool fences are

ready for you to install in a weekend.

Visit everton.com.au or discover the entire range at Bunnings.

o
Everton'.'

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR




SPRAY
PAINTS

Dinted delight

Hide surface imperfections
on metal, wood or plastic
with the Dulux Metalshield
Hammered Finish, $13 for 300g.

BUYER’S

Battered finish

Get adimpled effect using the
Dy-Mark Revolution Copper
Hammered Fast Dry Paint, $11
for 325g, for a high-end finish.

r
1
1
!
. I Highlight hazards with the White
- : Knight Fluoro Colour Orange
! Spray Paint, $20 for 300g, which
4' is touch-dry in 10 minutes.

Night light
Guide the way with the White
Knight Glow Safe Paint, $32 for

3009, which glows for eight hours
; and recharges from light energy.

| P ———

.=

Alloy art
Make over old metal items using
the White Knight Brass Metal
Guard Spray Paint, $26 for 300g,
for a durable, antique-look finish.

Copy cat ,
Upcycle old photo frames with |
the White Knight Super Chrome : .,
Paint, $22 for 300g, for ashiny * . @
chrome-like, fast-drying finish. :

PICTURES THINKSTOCK

b e o e e = - - 4.
. » A
o ;‘
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PICTURES THINKSTOCK

Pick from this wide range of easy-to-use specialty
aerosols and get creative on any DIY project

ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

1
Gardenguru E
Mark out the.makeover of the : un g ra
backyard with the Dy-Mark 1 s
Landscape Chalk, $9 for 350g, ! )
for 30 days of site planning. :

Teacher’s pet

Create an area for the kids
to draw using the White

Knight Chalkboard Paint -

in Green, $14 for 300g. ¥
_____ .'-;

Y

L 2

- o

.. ..

.-
1 t";:" e

Good grip

1 1
1 I i
1 1 o
I Make rapid repairs anywhere 1 N, -
: in the home using the durable, : . ‘...-
I clear Selleys Kwik Grip Contact ! ®
1 1 v e
] Adhesive, $10 for 150g. ] - } o *
L — ' - -
! Lockitin '
1 Seal paintings, decoupage 1 Rl &
;e .
: and other art projects with the : '. ) = -
! oil-based, clear Boyle Gloss ! - V% 8
1 1 o
p Spray Sealer, $16 for 400g. i . il ) °
b oo o o o o e e e e e e e e e - 4 " I I T =

Lawn layout

Mark up a cricket pitch quick
with the Dy-Mark Turf Master,
$9 for 5009, designed for use
with the Dy-Mark Line Master.

1
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
L

= = -

Make a mark

0

1 1
1 1
1 Apply the low-toxic Dy-Mark |
: Spray & Mark Water-based :
1 1
1 1
] 1

Yellow Paint, $8 for 350g, at any
angle using the 360° nozzle.

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015 19



Seal the deal

Cover and block stains with the
high opacity formula of White

Get twice the coverage
in a single pass using the

Knight Stain Stop Sealer, $13 i\, === Rust-Oleum 2X Ultra Cover Flat
for 300g, before repainting. Prime time White Primer, $11 for 340g.

1
I
Skip sanding and apply Flood !
ESP Easy Surface Prep Spray, :
$16 for 3009, to prime slick or :
glossy non-porous surfaces.

B oo o o o o o e o e o wm w we w w we 4 m .
___________ -U'_ e ;f
: - H/J
Tough stuff « !
Provide a protective layer ! '-: -t s ’
on art, craft or photos with . ; 7 - ._,..",. L
Dulux Duramax Gloss Clear 3 o °..' R TE. .
[ S

Coat, about $12 for 340g.

Metal mender

]
]
I
Prevent rust on joints and !
cracks and protect metal with :
the White Knight Rust Guard !

Prep Fish 0il, $14 for 300g. !

g
~ . - =
S, _aa Sa@_ 0"

Get agrip
Create soft-touch tool handles
with the Rust-Oleum Matt Black

Give old fridges a facelift
using the White Knight Fridge
& Appliance White Spray Paint,
$20 for 3009, with a gloss finish.

................. 4 Peel Coat Removable Rubber
Coating, $20 for 312g.
T T 4
B---

Speed sheen

Protect projects with Dy-Mark
Revolution Clear Enamel Paint,

$13 for 325g, which resists !
cracking, chipping and peeling. .

Flame fighter

Touch up an old oven or
slow-combustion stove with the
White Knight Hi Temp White Heat
Resistant Paint, $22 for 300g.

PICTURES THINKSTOCK
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Standard Cartridge 230mm

G

Designed in Australia
Licence No. 162007
Good Design Australia

R perinie - ﬂ
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SMART.FAST.EASY"

MONARCH MINI is a new innovative range of
sealants, fillers, adhesives & accessories.

The MONARCH MINI's unique compact size sealant
cartridge features a shorter length and smaller
diameter making it easier to control and apply
material. The perfect sized cartridge means having
the right amount for your project and less waste.

wwes| abpuye) iy

v EASY TO USE
v LESS WASTE
v' PREMIUM QUALITY

Available at

ZUNNI INGS

bunnings.com.au



Install a dedicated barbecue area
for year-round outdoor entertaining

PROJECT AND PICTURES ADAM WOODHAMS

he trusty old barbie in this
backyard had seen better
days and was just sitting in
a little-used corner.

Instead of swapping it for a new
model with a trolley, we designed and
built a dedicated outdoor cooking spot.

Here, we extended the existing
slab and laid lightweight concrete
blocks to create a cooking station.

It features an area for a four-burner
barbecue and a benchtop for prep, with
space underneath for a gas bottle.

A good barbecue is
at the heart of most
Aussie backyard
gatherings over the
summer months

The walls of the bench were built using
) 600 x 200 x 200mm Hebel blocks.
For the benchtops, Hebel panels of
1200 x 600 x 75mm were installed and
600 x 200 x 75mm blocks were used to
create a level change and a return.

HEBEL
y BLOCKS

\J

\

Hebel blocks are made of autoclaved
aerated concrete (AAC), which is about

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

BACKYARD
BB(Q BENCH

DIY TIP

If your site already has
a suitable base for the
built-in bench then you
won't need to lay a new
concrete slab.

20% the weight of traditional concrete.
AAC can be cut, drilled, sanded and even
carved, and is very easy to handle.
They are very light, as each block
is filled with air pockets and doesn’t
contain any aggregate or blue metal.
Being easy to work and durable
makes AAC ideal for a DIY job like this.
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BUILD THE BBQ BENCH

LT

T >

. _,;’n, s

LINE MARKING
PAINT

@ Mark the site

Use a tape measure and line marking

paint to mark the area to create or

extend the slab, here 700 x 2400mm.
Hebel blocks still need a stable

footing despite being made from

lightweight AAC material.

@) Pour the concrete

Mix concrete in a wheelbarrow in

batches and pour carefully so the mesh

stays in position. Bring to level with the

shovel, then screed with a straightedge

to smooth and eliminate air pockets.
We used bagged premixed concrete.

HEBEL
ADHESIVE

j“"‘ BLOCK

@ Lay the blocks

Position the base course of blocks for

a left, right, centre and back wall on a
bed of mortar. Lay each course using

a notch trowel to spread a thin bed

of adhesive. Press the blocks together,
removing excess adhesive at the joints.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

@ Level the area

Remove any paving and soil to a depth
of about 100mm. Bring the area to
level using a square-mouthed shovel.
Add formwork around the edges to
the height of the desired finish of the
concrete to make screeding easy.

SLAB

4 CARPENTER'S
SQUARE.. .

@ Mark the block locations
Allow the concrete to cure for 3-5 days,
then mark out the locations of the
block walls. Use a large carpenter’s
square for the angles at the corners.

Mark the lines based on the position
of the outside faces of the blockwork.

RETURN PANEL

© Add the first panel

Align a panel with the external corner
of the left wall, securing with adhesive
and screws. Cut a return from a 75mm
block, gluing and screwing to the panel.
Lay a course of 7Smm blocks to bring
the right wall level with the panel.

€) Install the mesh

Measure reinforcing mesh to fit in the
slab area so it sits 30mm in from the
edges, then cut with an angle grinder.
Position the mesh on plastic chairs,
starting in the corners and keeping
the mesh level and off the soil.

£

-

HEBEL
BLOCK

F
HANDSAW

(D Add the damp course

Roll out the damp course using the
marked lines as a guide, any overlap
can easily be trimmed off later. Cut
the Hebel blocks to fit the size of the
wall with a handsaw, wearing a dust
mask appropriate for cutting AAC.

SURFORM
BLOCK PLANE

HEBEL-BLOCK

@) Finish the blockwork

Add a panel to the right side on a bed of
adhesive, flush with the external edges
of the walls, securing with screws. To
remove sharp corners and trim off any
excess adhesive, work along the block
edges with a surform block plane.



Neo Buddy pack includes
Trolley Stand & All Weather Cover.

The buddy buddy

you can-take
anywhere.

E2GO in Gloss Red with Stand Neo Buddy with Stand E2GO in Gloss Black with Stand

E2GO pack includes
Trolley Stand & All Weather Cover.
e A

Compact size. —
Cooks anything.

Available at

everdure

bunnings.com.au
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FINISHING
TOUCHES

When you have built the barbecue
bench, wait for the adhesive to dry
then apply render to the Hebel-block
walls and paint in a colour to suit the
scene. For this project, we used Dulux
Weathershield in Mexican Standoff.

Mosaic sheets in a geometric
pattern were laid on the Hebel panels
to create tiled benchtops.

And because a concrete slab can
look unfinished, we gave it several
coats of a resurfacing paint.

To keep a few cooking utensils
convenient for barbecuing, a hook
rail was attached to the wall in the
storage area under the bench.

Render and paint

turns a concrete block

structure into
a custom-designed
outdoor-living hub

12

HANGING TOOL RAIL Ideal for storing cooking essentials, like tongs and spatulas,
we installed a three-hook rail on the inside wall of the barbie bench.

1 Mark the holes
Position the hook rail where it is
to be attached and check for level
with a spirit level, marking the hole
positions. Use a texta or painter’s
tape to mark the depth you need to
drill on the shank of the drill bit.
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.~ DESIGN TIP
v Create the right
atmosphere in an outdoor
entertaining area with
a good-quality portable
sound system. "

2 Attach the rail

Drill the holes to the required depth,
then insert the masonry anchors part
way. Position the hook rail, insert the
screws through the rail holes and
push into position, hammering the
screws into the masonry anchors.




@) Render the walls

Apply Hebel render to the block wall
using a trowel and hawk. Load the hawk
with render, using the trowel to push
the render onto the block wall surface
in an upward motion. Bring the render
to a smooth finish with the trowel.

RENDER

€) Paint the render

When the render has fully cured, apply
a coat of exterior acrylic to the surface
of the rendered walls using a roller. Let
it dry completely, then apply a second
coat. Apply a sealing and bonding agent
to the benchtops using a roller.

@) Lay the tile sheets

Spread tile adhesive over each
benchtop with a notch trowel, starting
at a corner. Cut the tile sheets to size
with a utility knife, or use snips to trim
edge or corner tiles. Lay the sheets,
ensuring they are correctly aligned.

2

© Wipe the surface

Use a moist renderer’s sponge to wipe
the surface and bring it to a smooth,
even finish, ensuring that it is clean
and free of any dust or dirt. Allow the
render to cure for at least three days
before painting the surface.

RESURFACING

ONG-NAP
i ROLLER ‘
+ BENCHTOP 4 :
SEALING # L PAVING®
AGENT 4 .

i

@) Resurface the slab

Mask the borders with painter’s tape
to protect the surrounding area. Apply
a coat of resurfacing paint to the slab
using a long-nap roller, and a brush
for hard-to-reach spots. Allow it to dry
completely, then apply a second coat.

ROUT
SQUEEGEE

* MOSAIC
* TILES S

o &

(D Grout the tiles

Allow the tile adhesive to set, then
apply an exterior-grade grout, using
arubber grout squeegee to push it
firmly into the corners. Clean the tiles
with a wet sponge once the grout is dry,
then use a diluted cleaning acid.

S
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visible
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ageing.

Care for your deck.
Cabot’'s your deck.
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Rvobi .
yobi One+ 18v Hybrid Shoplight, $99, skin only. ryobi.com.ay

Gourmet grill
% Make the most of the new
bench with a barbecue that Two PAC K E POXY
slots seamlessly into the space.
We chose a four-burner L AT —
barbecue with a stainless steel F o R WA Ls TH
hood, large hotplate and grill.
And in an unlit outdoor area, N E E D EXTRA
make sure the sun going down
doesn’t stop the barbie by using P ROTE CTION
our handy trick of setting up
a portable workshop light. @

Mat.ador Boss Four-burner
Built-in Barbecue, $699.
matadorbbqs.com.au

Ramset ¢ x 42mm Brj
s rick
EasyDrive Masonry Anchors
about $5 for foyr, ramset.com 'au

Whites On-Site 50-65mm Plastic

i ; Chairs, $30 s . .
fRil:;;r::?t::;rour-COm-a“ .n‘le ﬁl‘llsh 1s tough,
(+] J : i

but everything else

is easy.

Far profecting wals subjeckd o
wolarandhar, NEw qul'-&Wiel:Jr'
+Plus Super Tough is a two-pac
Diamond 'l'o'ug:‘xh'-.g epoxy that
pnwtdes ultimere resistance o
scrapes, scratches and scrubbing
Just mix part A info part B, and
then a ply as you would with
normal paint for a low sheen finish
that gives exira prokchion.

® Dux, Warh&Wear. Warth deing. worh
Dulux. 101 and Barner Ta< ars
regisiwred trade nwarks of Dduxbroup
Prsetradia) Pry. Lid

White Knight Renew It! Wood &
Concrete Resurfacer, $77 for 4L

whiteknightpaints (4
b .com.
o au

\L BondCrete Universal
$45 for AL.

pondall.com

Bonda
Bonding Agent,




UTDOOR CHEF

Being able to dine outside is one of the best things
about the longer and warmer days of spring

/

’ > o i { - l‘ . ,‘..- - ' ‘- '. ‘. .V ~ 0 3
D o, oo ~ Fa -~ . ' e '
» > X 1 S Yoo N - .
OUTDOOR gt o s ¥ .
e - Ftvel/, . . Matador Artiste Four-burner

KITCHENS J 7 —_— J* Kitchlen.$189:).

The perfect barbecue for
serious chefs, an outdoor

kitchen is made for all

those big occasions and will have
you cooking alfresco every night.

They can come with everything
you need to cook up an amazing
feast, including bench space
for preparation, a sink, cabinet
storage, extra side burner,
afridge and even a rotisserie.

£y

Matador Supernova
six-burner Kitchen, $2700.
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Pizza or wood-fired ovens are a great
way to entertain outside. You can

use them to make pizzas and bread,
plus cook roasts, vegies or even
desserts in a matter of minutes.

TIP Keep a supply of wood on hand and
preheat for an hour before cooking.

Matador Boss Four-burner
Barbecue, $869.

BARBECUE

Upgrade your barbecue to
make the most of your outdoor
space over summer.

They come in a range of two,
four or six-burners in a variety

chapala
Large BBq of options to suit your lifestyle.

Pizza Oven, g549.

/ e, Charcoal grills are a favourite with RO ASTER

9 barbecue enthusiasts because of the
A .
CH ARCO AL unique flavour, meat tenderness and
cooking experience they provide.
GRILL Choose an insulated charcoal grill,
s as they retain moisture and heat more
effectively than other types.

Jumbuck 130 X 60 x
¢ 106cm
BBQ Spit Roaster, $238.

Spit roasters are ideal for achieving
slow, even cooking of large pieces of
meat like a suckling pig or a roast
CharGriller Akorn Kamado over a wood or heatbead-fuelled fire.
Kooker, $499. For every 45 minutes of cooking,
you may need to add more fuel to keep
it burning and ensure a consistent
temperature is maintained.
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hen it comes to the
Tooheys man, barbecue
isn’t a way of cooking,
it’s a way of life.
When the weather warms up,
his backyard becomes a kitchen, and
he becomes a master chef. So with
tongs in one hand and a cold glass of
Tooheys in the other, it’s time to get
out there and fire up the barbie.
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Handy guide to
the perfect steak
Learning to cook the perfect

steak is a rite of passage, something
any man worth his salt knows how
to do. There are loads of different
schools of thought, but we’ll tell

you right now, if you're using

RARE/BLUE

a thermometer, you're doing it
wrong. You only need two things
- your left hand, and your right.
For a perfect, juicy steak every
time, simply follow these handy
instructions. The firmness you feel
on the ball of your hand indicates
the doneness of your steak.
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Old marinated
steak

Don’t worry, the steak’s not old, but
the beer’s been around since 1869.

This is one of those recipes your
mates will bug you for next time you
have a barbie. It’s up to you if you
want to share it, but we don’t mind
if you claim it as your own.

PREP TIME 15 minutes
+ 4 hours marinating
COOKING TIME 6 minutes

Ingredients

375ml bottle Tooheys Old Dark Ale
1 cup tomato sauce

3 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
3 tablespoons brown sugar

2 garlic cloves, crushed

12 thyme sprigs

4 x 250g rump steaks

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

Green salad and bread, to serve
Tooheys mustard, to serve

BBQ TIP

To transform the excess
marinade into a sauce,
bring it to the boil in
a small saucepan, then
simmer for 5 minutes
until slightly thickened.

Method
@ COMBINE the Tooheys Old Dark
Ale, sauces, sugar, garlic and thyme
in a shallow ceramic or glass dish.
Add the steaks and turn to coat.
Cover and marinate in the fridge
for at least 4 hours.

@ PREHEAT a barbecue grill or flat
plate over medium-high heat. Drain
the steaks of the marinade and pat
dry with paper towel. Brush with
oil and cook for 3 minutes on each
side for medium-rare.

© SERVE with salad and bread with
Tooheys mustard (recipe below) to
smear over the steak. >

"Tooheys mustard

PREP TIME 20 minutes
+ overnight soaking
MAKES about 21/2 cups

Ingredients

2/3 cup black mustard seeds
1/2 cup yellow mustard seeds
1/2 cup malt vinegar

1 cup Tooheys New

1 tablespoon caster sugar

1 teaspoon salt

Pinch of ground turmeric

1 garlic clove, crushed

1 tablespoon olive oil
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Method

1) SOAK the mustard seeds in
the vinegar and beer overnight in
a glass bowl. [The seeds should
absorb all of the liquid.)

2 PUT the seed mixture into a food
processor and process a bit to crush
the seeds slightly. You might need
to do this in a couple of batches.
Transfer the mixture to a clean bowl.

3 PUT the sugar, salt, turmeric and
garlic into the food processor with
1/3 cup of the seed mixture. Blend
well until slightly creamy, then add
the remaining seed mixture.

4) WITH the motor running, slowly
pour the oil down the feed tub.
Spoon into sterlised jars and leave
in a cool, dark place for four weeks
before using. Once opened, keep in
the fridge for up to two months.
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BBQ TIP

If you have the chance to
cook the beef on the
barbecue, do it. Why?

Because any excuse to
fire up the barbie is a
good one, obviously.

Thai salad

Every now and then you eat something

that makes you want to high-five your

tastebuds. This is one of those times.
Don't let the long ingredients

list scare you. This beefy salad is

dead-set one of the easiest, tastiest

meals you'll ever make.

PREP TIME 30 minutes
+ 1 hour marinating
COOKING TIME 4 minutes

Ingredients

600g rump steak

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

1 carrot, cut into thin matchsticks

1/2 red onion, finely sliced

1 red capsicum, finely sliced

1 Lebanese cucumber, sliced

125g bean sprouts

80g mixed salad leaves

Handful each of fresh mint and
coriander leaves

1/4 cup unsalted roasted cashews,
roughly chopped

© MARINADE

1/3 cup fish sauce

2 tablespoons lime juice

11/2 tablespoons brown sugar

2cm piece fresh ginger,
peeled and grated

2 tablespoons chopped coriander

1 red chilli, deseeded, finely chopped

1 garlic clove, crushed

© DRESSING

1 tablespoon each soy sauce,
lime juice and fish sauce

2 teaspoons caster sugar

4 spring onions, finely sliced

2 garlic cloves, crushed

1-2 red chillies, deseeded
and finely chopped
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Method

@ FOR the marinade, combine the
ingredients in a shallow ceramic or
glass dish. Add the steak and turn
to coat. Cover and marinate in the

fridge for about an hour.

@ TO MAKE the dressing, combine
the ingredients in a small screw-top
jar. Seal tightly and shake well to
combine. Set aside until needed.

© PREHEAT a chargrill pan over
high heat. Drain the steak of the
marinade and pat dry with paper

towel. Brush the oil over both
sides of the meat. Cook for 2 minutes
each side, then transfer to a board
and rest for 2 minutes. Cut across
the grain into thin slices.

@ TO0SS the vegies and herbs
together with 1 tablespoon of the
dressing and arrange on a large
platter. Top with the steak, drizzle
with 1 tablespoon of the dressing
and sprinkle the cashews over the
top. Serve straightaway, with
remaining dressing on the side. >
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Cholesterol . . & 7 =

Absorption

Reduce Cholesterol Absorption
byupto10% in 3 weeks
for a great value for money price!

*Use Tablelands 500g Reduce Cholesterol Absorption spread on
2-3 slices of bread daily as part of a balanced, healthy diet with
a low saturated fat intake and in conjunction with an active lifestyle.

Available in Coles and Woolworths stores. ik used under icence.
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Let them know who's in charge with the Matador Boss 4 burner. Premium features like Grillsmart BU Ntﬁ";;’&g

technology, enamel cast iron burners, a wok burner and self cleaning hood put you in total control.
The bold design, in a durable powder coated finish, is a sure sign you are ready for the main event. *mwe
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St
bal(':b}(yecued ribs

Tender, meaty, sticky and smoky, ‘
our baked and basted ribs are the

best things this side of the border.

They're pretty messy, so it’s perfectly
acceptable to throw on a bib when

getting stuck into these bad boys.

PREP TIME 20 minutes
+ 1 hour marinating
COOKING TIME 1 hour 10 minutes

Ingredients

1kg pork ribs

375ml bottle Tooheys Old

/4 cup orange juice

1 cup smoky barbecue sauce

13 cup malt vinegar

6 garlic cloves, crushed

1 tablespoon finely grated fresh ginger

Method

@ CUT the ribs into smaller racks

of 4-6 ribs. Mix together the Tooheys
Old, orange juice, barbecue sauce,
malt vinegar, garlic and ginger. Pour
into a sealable plastic bag, add the
spare ribs, seal and toss to coat.

Place in the fridge to marinate

for at least an hour, or overnight.

@ TRANSFER the ribs and their

marinade to a large wide saucepan.

Cover and bring to a simmer over
low heat. Cook very gently for 1 hour,
turning the ribs occasionally to make
sure they are covered in the liquid.
Remove the ribs from the pan.
Increase the heat to medium-high
and cook the remaining marinade
for 10 minutes or until reduced and
thickened slightly to make a sauce.
© PREHEAT a barbecue grill over
medium-high heat. Cook the ribs for
5-10 minutes, turning occasionally,
until well browned. Brush with the
sauce occasionally during cooking.




BBQ TIP

If you don't have
a barbecue, you can
cook this in an oven at
180°C. Seriously though,
don’t you think it's time
you got a barbie?

Beer can Method @ TAKE the baking dish off the barbie.

e . hi ] @ PREHEAT a covered barbecue to Set aside to rest for 5 minutes. Gently
’ c n medium heat (about 180°C). Pour lay the chicken on its side and remove

The best thing about this recipe, half the beer from the can into a glass.  the beer can (be careful as the can will
besides the mouth-watering chicken, Mix the three sauces with a splash be hot). The meat should just about fall
is finding out which tinny you reckon  from the glass of beer. Drink the rest off the bone as you carve the chicken.

" o works best. Beer-basting the chook of the beer in the glass.

~ from the inside out provides what @ RINSE the chicken inside and

[ can only be described as ‘epicness’. out, and pat dry with paper towel.

-

Why are you still reading this? Insert the half-full can into the TOGHE TS
Go and fire up the barbie. cavity of the chicken and stand it in LOOKING
a baking dish. The legs and the can HAN\DBUM. .
PREP TIME 15 minutes should form a reasonably stable tripod e R,
COOKING TIME 11/2 hours so that the chicken will stand upright.
Brush the beer and sauce mixture
Ingredients all over the chicken.
375ml can of your favourite © STAND the baking dish on the These mouth-watering barbecue
Tooheys beer barbecue plate. Lower the hood. Cook recipes were taken from the
1 tablespoon sweet chilli sauce for 11/4-11/2 hours, basting regularly, Tooheys Cooking Handbook
1 tablespoon soy sauce until the skin is golden brown and ($40, Ebury Press). Available
1 tablespoon oyster sauce crispy. The drumstick will move easily now from all good booksellers
1 whole chicken (about 1.8kg) when the chicken is cooked. and online retailers.

REPRINTED BY PERMISSION OF RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Save time and protect
your investment with
Woodhouse Weatherproof

e FASCIA & BARGE BOARDS

LINING BOARD

™

"

e
e

o

J{};.:ﬁ
= ! P = \VEATHERBOARD STOPS

WALL CLADDING
PERGOLAS & GAZEBOS

Woodhouse Weatherproof is a complete range of Primed and H3 Treated products, designed for use in outdoor construction. Whether it be
a new pergola, adding handrails to a deck, cladding an extension or adding the finishing trim to your project, there is a product to meet your
construction needs.

Pink Primed with a genuine PPG Primer and H3 LOSP Preservative Treated against fungal and insect attack, Woodhouse Weatherproof is a
product of choice for all exterior, above ground applications.

Select from the full range of Woodhouse Weatherproof products available at Bunnings.
Available at
aUNNINGS E E Scan this QR code
m E%’r for information on weather |
[=] 2%

= the Weatherproof
bunmngs.com.au Product range. PINK PRIMED LOSP TREATED ARCHITECTURAL PINE

For further information visit or call toll free: 1300 880 662
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INSTALL A

PERGOLA

Create a covered area for entertaining

and give your home a fabulous facelift

AND STUART SCOTT

he west-facing deck of this
house was exposed to the
harsh summer sun.

Adding a pergola was the
ideal solution, meaning that climbers
can be grown over it to provide shade,
while letting in the light in winter.

Before you begin building, make
sure the timber sizes meet Australian
standards and also check if council
approval is necessary.

An engineer’s report to establish
loads, footing requirements and
correct fixing methods for your area
may also be necessary.

¢

TIMBER

\  TYPES

\'\..—_ N

We used Woodhouse Weatherproof
Pink Primed LOSP Architectural
Pine, which is treated to H3 level to
be termite- and fungal-resistant
(woodhouse-weatherproof.com.au).

Finished with a premium exterior
paint, it will last for years.
© POSTS are 88 x 88mm GL8
laminated pine.
© FRONT BEAM is 185 x 65mm GL8
laminated pine.
© RAFTERS AND LEDGER BEAM are
138 x 42mm structural F7 pine.
© BATTENS AND HANDRAIL BRACE
are 63 x 30mm DAR pine.

Three posts from the existing
balustrade were replaced with posts
that carried the roof load to the
ground. Two front beams were added
to carry the rafters, set at a 5° fall,
and topped with five battens.

On the house wall, the rafters
are supported by the ledger beam,
which is attached to the house frame
with coach screws and washers.
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BUILD THE PERGOLA

E 28" TSRS gl

@ set the post positions
Plumb a line to the ground and set out
the new footings. Dig the post holes,
install formwork and check for level.

Pour the concrete, smooth with a float
and let cure for 24 hours. Attach the
stirrups to the posts with coach bolts.

@) secure the beams

Square a line 85mm from one end of
each beam, set a power saw to 32.5mm
and cut a rebate on each. Overlap
beams at the centre post, clamp and
drill 12mm clearance holes through
the posts, securing with coach bolts.

@ set out the rafters

Measure the overall pergola width and
calculate the rafter spacing, setting out
on the ledger using a spacer block. Mark
and number the rafter positions. Square
a line up from the inside of the front
beam to mark each rafter position.
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@ Anchor the posts

Plumb the posts on the footings, clamp
to the deck bearer and mark the hole
positions on the footings, removing the
posts to drill 12 x 100mm holes. Secure
the posts to the footings with anchor
bolts. Fix to the bearer with coach bolts.

@ Notch the rafters

Dock a 5° angle on the rafters, clamp
with the base edges facing up, squaring
the cut ends. Mark lines 38mm and
45mm from the ends. Cut along the
lines with a power saw set to a 5° bevel
at these depths. Chisel out the waste.

©) cut the rafters

Remove the rafters, leaving the first.
Level a 665mm line from the inside
front beam mark towards the outside of
rafter. Square the end plumb. Remove,
cut and use to make a ply jig. Clamp jig
to rafters and cut matching profiles.

|

td

STRINGLINE

€) Mark the post heights

Brace the posts and set a stringline at
2.2m for the beam. Mark the position
of the beam on each post using a beam
offcut. Remove posts, cut to length then
cut the beam housings with a saw. Seal
the cuts. Fit posts and check for plumb.

{ WALL
———————————

- LEDGER BEAM
COACH,SCREW

y

(D Attach the ledger beam
Position a rafter over the beam, lift
into position on the wall and confirm
5° fall. Position a ledger offcut in the
rafter notch and mark. Use the mark to
set the ledger level, securing at every
second stud with screws and washers.

’
;l «
\ :
N
Wy F
BATTEN %
€ ScRew

FRONT, 1
BEAM
m A =

RAFTER

) secure the rafters

Position the rafters and clamp, securing
with two screws at each end. Space the
battens evenly, 63mm in from the rafter
ends, and overhanging 63mm each side.
Start with the middle batten, using the
rafter spacer. Secure with screws.



A PLANET FIRST
FOR POOL SAFETY

MR AUsTRaLAN
J7 BUSINESS
AWARDS

ABAIOO WINNER

PRODUCT
INNOVATION

.‘| THE ONLY LATCH ON THE

PLANET WITH CHILD PROOF
SAFETY BUTTON

Award winning Tri Latch from G8Safe
- the world’s first pool gate latch with
dual action safety button that prevents
children using implements to push

up the button. No other latch offers
the level of safety and quality you get
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L @ Royal Life Saving J
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G8Safe offers a range of high quality
hinges and latches to suit many
applications, including our best selling
Mega Value Kit, containing everything
you need for a child safe pool gate.

All available exclusively
at Bunnings Warehouse.

Scan QR code or visit

g8safe.com.au to view

SAFE

.Com.au

CREATING WAVES FOR POOL SAFETY



Y, PERGOLA AND HANDRAIL

measurements in mm

BATTEN

LEDGER
BEAM
RAFTER

EXISTING
DECK

SPACING THE RAFTERS ® FASTENERS

To work out the rafter spacing for i

the pergola, use this formula. Galvanised coach bolts, Posts, front  Galvanised coach Ledger

Overall width - (humber of rafters M12 x 120mm beam screws, M10x 130mm  beam

x width of rafter) + number of Galvanised coach bolts, Bearer Galvanised batten Rafters,

spaces = space width. M12 x 180mm screws, 14-10g x 85mm handrail
For this project, 8000 - (15 x 42) Galvanised anchor Stirrups Galvanised batten Battens,

+ 14 =526. bolts, M10 x 130mm screws, 14-10g x 75mm  brace

©

ATTACH THE HARDWARE Before starting the pergola build, the existing deck fascia, handrail and selected posts were
removed. The old handrail was modified by adding a DAR pine brace to the outside of the pergola posts.

PRIMER

EXTERIOR

BALUSTRADE

Reattach the handrail Apply the finish €) Refit the balustrade
Secure the brace to the outside of Fill any drill holes with exterior Mark the positions of the wire
the posts using screws. Notch the timber filler, sanding flush when dry. balustrading at even spacings on
handrail around the posts, setting it Refinish these areas if the exterior the pergola posts. Attach the wire
flush on the inside, then secure the treatment has been compromised. Dust ~ balustrading that was previously
handrail to the brace from underneath  down the structure, then finish with removed to the outside of the posts
using batten screws. two coats of an exterior paint. using stainless steel screw eyes.
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Refinishing cuts
Primed and treated timber for exterior

builds provides excellent protection from
the elements and pests.
All cuts, drill holes and notches need
refinishing prior to applying the final paint finish.
Use an APVMA registered timber preservative
to re-treat and follow this with a water-based
primer to restore the treatment. @

RAFTER AND HANDRAIL

measurements in mm

BATTEN RAFTER

LEDGER
BEAM
HANDRAIL —3! ]
| l—BRACE
o
.
SCREW
" Eve
.
POST —»
-
-
DECK
' COACH
<€ goLT
EXISTING
DECK
BEARER

STIRRUP

| CONCRETE
«—F00TING

ENJOY SUMMER FAMILY FUN
Ultra Premium Swimming Pool Silicone

Sikasil*-Pool

BUILDING TRUST
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The front of the house was
opened up to allow light
to flood into the previously
heavy and dark interior.

Ithough happy living in
Fremantle, WA, Emma and
Martyn Potter and their family

were rapidly running out of space.

‘There was no great pressure to
move. I wanted to find our forever
home, where the kids would grow
up. This meant there were elements
I felt we had to have, so I knew we
had to give it time,’ says Emma.

Little did she realise the home she
was dreaming of was down the road
but looked nothing like she’d imagined.

In the style of the era, the 1970s
brick bungalow came complete with
pillars, stone lions, endless arches and
a backyard encased in concrete.

So when the house came up for
sale, Emma wasn’t convinced.
‘It was so far removed from what I
wanted, I just couldn’t see it,’ she says.
They were advised by builders and
architects to bulldoze it, but the couple
chose to proceed as owner-builders.
‘The house was so solid we couldn’t
bring ourselves to knock it down. But
it was ugly. Everything was brown
and olive green with orange slate-look
sandstone floor tiling,’ says Emma.
‘There was a jarrah bar and jarrah
kitchen cabinets and benchtops. These
are all beautiful materials, but together
they were dated and absorbed the
limited light that could get in.” >

o

Homes from the 1970s were built to last, but
the idea of renovating can be so difficult that
many people bulldoze them and start again
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Family spaces
Widening the entrance hall set the
tone for the expansive feel of the home.

‘This was one of those decisions
it would’ve been easy not to make,
as it took a lot of money and effort
to move the wall. But it’s maybe the
aspect I am most glad of,’ says Emma.

‘Entering the house and having that
feeling of space and volume instantly
makes me happy to be home.’

In keeping with the original era,
Emma has turned her stylist’s eye to
bold touches that have a distinctly retro
feel but with a modern treatment.

‘We are far from being a quiet and
reserved family, so I like to decorate

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

in a way that reflects our values,
fun and a bit loud,’” says Emma.

The old plain kitchen, which
was originally accessed through
an archway, has been renovated in
a warm, simple style with sleek white
cabinetry and plenty of storage space.

A butler’s pantry keeps all the
big equipment and preparation mess
out of the now open-plan kitchen,
dining and living space.

The old brick is exposed around
the French doors that lead to a covered
deck area. It also forms part of the
kitchen island bench, which brings
the heart of the home back to the
original, and adds warmth. »

When it came

to designing the
interior, Emma
wanted it to reflect
their relaxed but
active lifestyle.
RIGHT The original
brick pillar that
protrudes into the
living area was
retained and has
become a favourite
feature in the home.




For a warm and comfortable feel, lots of
raw materials like timber and brick were
incorporated, as they get better with age.
RIGHT A butler’s pantry is a must-have
to keep the kitchen space clutter-free.

The living area and main
bedroom open onto a large
entertaining deck.
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Expanded plans
The reno was a much bigger job than
anticipated, as almost every aspect of
the internal layout had to change.
Inside, there was a series of small
enclosed rooms, with the largest living
area facing the road and not connected
to the outdoors. While the block is an
ample 938sqm, there was no sense of
space or environment at all.
‘One of the most important factors
for me was to have everything facing

)
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the back garden so the children could
be seen while outside,” says Emma.
The footprint of the house remained
largely the same, with just an extra
64sqm added to create a studio at
the back of the site and provide an
additional 40sqm of living space, with
two extra bedrooms and a bathroom.
In the main living area, Emma has
achieved a balance between statement
pieces, like the orange leather sofa, and
a graphic black and white wallpaper.
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The geometric wallpaper
serves to pare back the
dynamic impact of the sofa.
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Fabulous find
Emma loves to include interesting
items in her home, but advises that
they don't always have to cost a lot.
‘The pegboard in the laundry is
usually reserved for sheds,” she says.
‘It was bought at Bunnings and is
To make way for one of the least expensive features in
a generous-sized family the house and a favourite of mine for

bathroom and large c el
t lit d look.” >
laundry, the floorplan R dCHCIAECRO0

was restructured.




The main bedroom
flows seamlessly
into the garden.
RIGHT Emma and
Martyn loved the
Adults’ domain idea of having a pool,
The main bedroom was extended which was easily
accommodated in
the big backyard.

"'[l.“
=
(@)
4
x|
(24

in size to incorporate a large ensuite
and a walk-in wardrobe. And, rather
than being just a perfunctory place to
sleep, it is a private haven to enjoy.

A timber feature wall complements
the exposed brick and brings organic
warmth and luxury into the room.

A Scandinavian aesthetic combines
the natural materials with graphic
prints and a bright colour scheme. >
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The new design
made space for
alarge, luxurious
ensuite for the
master bedroom.

Featuring lots of
timber, the main
bedroom is a warm
and inviting space
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GYPROCK
Everything else is just plasterboard

Install plasterboard
and cornice like a pro

Gyprock has the quality products, expert
advice and online tools to make the job easy.

Available at
BUN. NINGS
bunnings.com.au
Find me in the plastering aisle
—"HUH

Easy to follow instructions Rapid Repair Kit with See how the experts
and DIY project sheets everything you’ll need for do it with our new DIY
available for download repairs and small jobs video series

"E“ Visit gyprock.com.au for "
e n2iL more Gyprock DIY solutions n YoulL[* L]

r
or call 1300 306 556



RENOVATE

The front verandah was
turned into a shared play
area for the two kids.

56

Children’s quarters
The old street-facing verandah has
been turned into a playroom.

‘Adding a bedroom and enclosing
the front verandah to create a shared
space is one of the most successful
features of the home,” says Emma.

‘It’s a retreat for the children, as
well as connecting their bedrooms
and encouraging inter-sibling play.’

Attention has been paid to
surface treatments and storage, with
chalkboard paint used on built-ins.

Fun and expressive wallpaper is
used in one bedroom while the other
is painted in pastel block stripes, both
of which make for great impact.

‘I don’t have rules or a particular
style, but I do think your home should
be an expression of who you are as
individuals and as a family,’ she says.

‘I pick pieces and colours I like and
don’t worry whether it all goes together
perfectly. There are still things I'd like
to change or develop but, overall, this
is exactly the home I wanted.’ @
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The design of
a home has to
reflect the needs
of the family
that lives in it

The new playroom is
connected to the kids’
bedrooms with curtains,
and offers them their
own private retreat.
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STEAL
THIS STYLE
| like pushing the
envelope with design,
but it also has to be
practical, and you
shouldn't sacrifice
comfort and warmth
to achieve that.

Emma Potter,
Breadbox Interiors

Primed and ready
to use building
solutions for your
outdoor projects.
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DESIGN TIP

Keep the colour
scheme neutral but

-
create a complementary \ \
feature wall to add wow %
[ - J
factor to a space.
s /'

AL
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d new flooring
ed surfaces an -
Rb:ifr:;i:is dated flatinto the 21st century
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FROM DRAB

To boost rental income, a basic granny flat gets
a modern makeover with easy cosmetic changes

WORDS AND PICTURES CHERIE BARBER

Granny flats are enjoying 4
% unprecedented popularity 3 F RE E
at the moment, no doubt '
due to soaring property and rental ( VIRT UAL
prices in many areas. o
You can l?uy well-designed new \M AKE OVER /
granny flats in a whole range of
configurations, including multiple \t’ >’
bedrooms and decks, for under j
$100,000, while many suburban
properties already have one on the lot.
This one looks like it’s seen
better days and is definitely
in need of a contemporary
makeover, but we’ll keep the

budget to a minimum, as
this is low-cost housing.

The reno plan
Study the room and you
can readily see the telltale
% | details that date it.
With net curtains, old
vinyl flooring, varnished doors,
shabby carpets, bare timber
kitchen and old-fashioned fan,
it’s a time capsule of 1980s decor.
I'd estimate it would cost from
$1000 to $1500 for this makeover,
depending on how handy a DIYer
you are, which isn’t at all bad for
a total transformation. »
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TO SUCCESS

REVAMP THE CABINETS by /r
A few masterstrokes will

catapult the kitchen into LAY NEW FLOORING
the present decade. Today, with fresh modern

Laminate paint tinted designs and finishes,
with Dulux Dieskau and there are many more vinyl
new handles update the options available than
existing cabinets. when this flat was built.

A second-hand fridge I'll use Gerflor stick-on
and additional cabinetry flooring, which mimics
make the kitchen much the look of weathered
more functional. floorboards but is super

.-" l durable and waterproof.
v 1 T v

White Knight White .
Laminate Paint, $49 for 1L. Gerflor Lifestyle 3m Wide
whiteknightpaints.com.au Newport Pecan Vinyl Sheet,

$54 per metre. gerflor.com.au

ADD A FEATURE WALL

Now for a little wow factor. PAINT THE ROOM
Wallpaper is a great way Finally, the magic wand
to spruce up a neutral that makes everything
interior and add a subtle look fabulous, paint.
bit of personality without I've chosen Dulux
overpowering a room. in Dieskau for the walls to

Restrict it to just one tie in with the cabinets.
or two feature walls. A high-gloss white for

all the brown woodwork
completes the picture.

Superfresco Easy 52cm x 10m
Grey Verdant Wallpaper, $50.

grahambrown.com
Dulux Wash & Wear 101 Barrier

Technology Plus Super Hide Low
Sheen, $90 for 4L. dulux.com.au
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INSTALL NEW LIGHTING
Replacing the lighting is
always on the standard
tick list of updates for an
older property.

Here, we need track
lighting for the kitchen
and halogen downlights
for the living area.

Arlec 240V 4X Brushed
Stainless Steel Charlton
Spotlight, $90. arlec.com.au

ADD THE FITTINGS
To complete the reno, the
window is dressed with
a smart micro-venetian
blind and the old ceiling
fan is replaced with
a stainless steel model.
And, with modern
furniture in place, the flat
is now transformed.

i
=

Zenta 120cm Northera
Three-blade Ceiling Fan

with Light, $154. arlec.com.au

S

PICTURE THINKSTOCK



whener  FINISH A WEEKEND
| OF PAINTING BY
SATURDAY NOON.

FLE IO 990

FOR LARGE PROJECTS

":
' Achieve a perfect finish on every surface around
the home with the Flexio range of indoor/outdoor
sprayers. From bedroom walls to garage doors, living
room ceilings to outdoor furniture, you can spray
almost any paint, quickly and easily.

Say goodbye to old-fashioned brushes and rollers.
It's time for a smarter way to paint.

(xw?;x

-

B Ah.vcluhblo at
UGS

bunnings.com.au

Seeitin Action
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LAY MOSAIC

DIY TIP
Use a spirit level to check
the bathtub ledge is level
before you start, so you
can make adjustments as
you lay the tile sheets.

Create a feature wall in a new bathroom
with decorative tiling you can DIY

o
” what you need
- RILCAY F 5 o eaameme==
osaics are a decorative style Hosaic tile gheels
of tiling that can be used Safeiy gear
on walls or floors. In this

Tile spacers
Hotch prowel Ly
Rubher pointed Trowe:

new bathroom, tile sheets were used
on the wall and ledge beside the tub.
The sheets come in a range of

) o o p Tile nippers
colours, designs and textures, an angle g‘rimi?f
using them instead of individual tiles e aaddle

o Mixing padaie
to create a mosaic is a fast and easy

Tile adhesive
Spirit 1evel
{tility knife
frout

DIY job. Here’s how to lay them for
a professional finish.
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%, TILE THE WALL

@ Mark and measure

Measure the length of the ledge where
the tiles will be laid, then mark the
centrepoint. Position a tile sheet at
the centrepoint and move it along the
ledge, marking as you go, to calculate
how many sheets you'll need.

TROWEL
. = =
@) Tile the ledge
Position the tile sheets on the ledge,
starting from the centrepoint. Use
spacers in between the sheets to keep
the gaps even. Press down the tiles
using a rubber pointed trowel. Check
for level before the adhesive dries.

@ Tile the wall

Working from the centreline, position
sheets on the adhesive, pressing any
tiles that were removed and cut for
small obstructions, like a water outlet,
back in position. Apply more adhesive
and tile the rest of that half of the wall.

MAOBAIC THE

\ & UTILITY
] \ corrg’ KNIFE

@ cut the sheets

Lay a sheet of mosaic tiles on the
ledge and mark the width. Wearing
safety gloves and glasses, mark all
of the tile sheets to width, then lay
face down on a firm surface and cut
to width using a utility knife.

WALL g o S el

WATER
OUTLET

@ Line up the sheets

Position a sheet on the wall to check
they will line up with the sheets on
the ledge. Mark any obstructions,
like a water outlet, where it appears
on the sheet. Pull the tile away from
the sheet and cut with tile nippers.

GRINDER
—
-

© cut pipe holes

For large obstructions in the wall like
a mixer tap outlet, cut a hole in a sheet.
Measure up to accurately transfer the
position to the tile sheet, cutting the
hole using an angle grinder while
wearing appropriate safety gear.

T
N

LEDGE

TROWEL

€ Apply the adhesive

Add the tile adhesive powder to water
in a bucket and use a mixing paddle
to stir, adding more powder until you
achieve a toothpaste-like consistency.
Apply the tile adhesive to the ledge
with a notch trowel.

t e TILED LEDGE

- TROWEL

(D Prepare the wall

Use the spirit level to draw a plumb
line down the wall from the ledge
centrepoint and use it to calculate
the number of tile sheets needed.
Apply adhesive to the wall from the
centrepoint using the notch trowel.

RUBBER
TROWEL

ADHESIVE

MIXER
| OUTLET

T

© Finish the tiling

Lay sheets on the other half of the
wall, working from the centreline.
Use the rubber trowel to press the
tiles down. Let the adhesive dry, then
apply grout to the tiles using a grout
float, cleaning the haze with water. &

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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Overhaul the exterior of your home with five
easy fixes for walls, fences, pavers and decks

iving the outdoor features of
- Gyour home a revamp can be
- done simply and inexpensively,
| l and without having to call in tradies.
- An outdoor reno will boost the
value of your property and provide
instant kerb appeal, and also prolong
the life of the features you update.
Repainting a fence, sanding and
staining a deck, sealing pavers and
rendering a brick wall will give the
exterior a fast and effective refresh.
Here’s how to do these jobs DIY
and get professional results. >
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SAFETY TIP

Inspect your outdoor
structures annually to
check for early signs
of corrosion and
excessive weathering.

/

— gprag—paintafence
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- Sealpavers
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° Discover more outdoor projects
Subscribe at youtube.com/HandymanMagazineAU

w>
4 % PICTURES THINKSTOCK, ALAMY

J
+

=

:

e 2
r

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015




3

RENDER

A WALL J’
B/

Applying render is something you can
comfortably do DIY, but it does take
some practice for a quality finish.

When rendering surfaces with Mixing bucket
corners and window ledges, you Snips

will need to install angle bead. & Sﬂﬂnge

Measure the height and length ;' § Water hrus}
, J | _ ush

of the wall and windows, then Mixin g drill

cut the bead to fit using snips. . - [ fingle he d

After installing the bead, / Straig} ta
let the adhesive dry for a day 8 dheg: ttedge
Sivg

before applying the render. !
= Tape measyre

f" Painter’s tape
- Jafety gear

r_

Wiss Straight cut Aviation Snips
22. apextoolgroup.com.au '

" PICIORE ALAMY -~

TIMBERMATE® WOODFILLER

The secret Ingred lent? Water!
Wood putty « Grainflier = Edgefilor » Crackfikr

& Wil not shrnk, sink, crack or fll out
* Nowasta and non-fammable

+ 13 oolours or maks your own

+ Takes ol stnins and coatings

* Inbarior grade

+ 1003 Austrulan mads

WOOD HARDENER
Restores rotted wood

Earl's™ Wood Hardenar penciraies imo soft rotted
wood fibres, restoring tham to near original strongih.
Thian st Il with Earl's™ Powdaor Puttywhen dng

3 { POWDER PUTTY® . TOMMY TAPE®
Mult-purpose Interior/exterior powder Nilar . Self lusing sllicone tape

@ * Wood « For homa, marnine, slectrical and auto

« Conoreba .mnwu underwaber, on adreme
Just mix with water « Cament shast fermparsture Ihems, arcund ood shapes
No wasis, sy to use « Stecl * Repalk, nsulate and protact
e e e — :::;"" 10005 OF USES!
| «Adhesiw free + Seiffusing = Waisrlight » Alrtight
s | WAXSTIX® TOUCH-UP CRAYONS : EARL'S MULTFIL®

* Foady to usa o X% e
* Bprands caslly
» Imerorestorior use

ey CIIE
* Comes In whiba and a range

of popular decking colouns

Gomes In 13 different colours
| TIMBERMATE carry a wide mnge of coloured wmx
=, sticks to repalr sorabohes on timber surfaces.

T - No becewax 1o lkkava whibe marks.
——— | Keop your imber looking new.

www.timbermate.com.au Phone: (03) 9873 4811 . :




APPLY THE RENDER

@ Mix the adhesive

Pour water into a mixing bucket.
Add the adhesive to the bucket and
mix it with a trowel. If it’s too runny
add more adhesive. If it’s too dry, add
more water. Flip the hawk onto the
trowel to pick up the adhesive.

RENDER

-<€— STRAIGHTEDGE

@) Screed the surface

Let the render dry for 30 minutes
until firm then use a straightedge

to screed the surface. Check for any
hollows, which will have a lighter
colour, fill in with more render, then
screed again for a smooth, flat surface.

@ Cover the borders

Mask the borders of the rendered
surface with painter’s tape to prepare
for the top coat, protecting the
surrounding areas. Ensure fences,
flashing, or any other roof edges are
masked to avoid render spilling over.

H

Ny —
JBEAD

ADHESIVE

!

© Apply the adhesive

Use the trowel to apply a 2mm thick
by 25mm wide layer of adhesive
around wall corners and windows.
Push angle bead into the adhesive,
levelling with a straightedge. Allow to
dry for five minutes then smooth off.

@ Smooth the wall

Sprinkle the wall lightly with water
using a water brush, then smooth with
a float. Work the float in a circular
motion, filling in any small hollows.
This closes the surface to make it more
durable, preventing damage later on.

TROWEL 4

REN‘ryz
e £ /

HAWK

© Apply the top coat

Add render to the hawk and use the
trowel to apply a tight coat of render
with a firm arcing action, working
from top to base. Clean the tools
soon after use, as the render will
dry onto them quickly.

€) Render the wall

Combine the render with water, using
a mixing drill. Apply a coat of smooth
render, 4-6mm thick. Tilt the hawk
onto the trowel, then apply the render
at a 45° angle. For coarse bricks, add
water to the surface before you start.

SPONGE

RENDER

(D Sponge the render

As the render firms and dries, rub

the surface in a circular motion with
a damp sponge. Rinse out the sponge
as you go to avoid a scratchy finish.
Clean up around any vents, sponging
off marks for a flawless finish.

@) Float the wall

Smooth the render in small circular
motions with the float, keeping a wet
edge for a seamless finish. Allow the
render to dry and harden for about
2-3 hours. Remove the painter’s tape
from around the borders. >
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ANY COLOUR GLASS
SPLASHBACK YOU WANT.

We can’t make it any more black & white than that!
Download the Dulux® Colour App to find your
Highgrove custom splashback colour.

Available at

HIGHGROVE

bunnings.com.au
®Dulux is a registered trademark of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty. Ltd.




PICTURE (MAIN) GETTY IMAGES

Adding a protective coat of sealant
to garden pavers is a simple job that
will bring out their natural colour
and grain, and can save you hours
of cleaning and painting later on.

A sealant helps pavers withstand
high traffic and bad weather, to keep
them looking good for longer.

It is best to do this job before you
lay the pavers, but if they are already
laid, make sure they are dry.

Sawhorse
Paint roller
Paint tray
Painthrush
Paving sealant
Rags
Safety gear

-

# . . \ | “i
D SEALANT »
‘N !i"' ROLLER™

}

- -

o

SAWHORSE

1 Paint the edges
Sit the pavers on a sawhorse. Wearing
gloves, apply an even coat of sealant
to the edges, then lay flat and seal the
top surface using a roller.
TIP Wear a mask if you are working in
a poorly ventilated area.

SEALANT

ROLLER

2 Paint the back
Wait 24 hours for the sealant on the
edges and top to dry, then flip over
the pavers and apply sealant on the
back, using a paint roller.
TIP Apply only a thin coat of sealant
and leave it to dry for up to 24 hours.

; -~ PAVER

-

-
-

@ Apply additional coats
When the sealant is fully dry, give
the pavers another coat, applying it
to the edges, top and back as before.
For the final coat, lay the pavers
right-side up and apply the sealant
to the top and edges only. >
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PAINT

> THE FENCE
\ -,

I/

Spraying a timber fence with paint or

stain will protect it from rotting and

weathering, and will instantly change

the look of your front or back garden.
You'll need to prepare well for

the job by using painter’s tape and

drop sheets to keep from spraying

the surrounding areas.

High—pressure cleaner
Spray gun
Paint Scraper
Hand sander
Sandpaper
Paint
Fainthrush
Painter’s tape Using2sprer 7
Mixing bucket :
Orop sheet
Safety glasses
llust mask

is a fast and efficient way to paint a fence.

o

!

1 Clean the surface 2 Mix the paint ® Spray the fence
Wash the fence with a high-pressure Use a bucket to mix the paint with Spray the fence from top to base,
water cleaner to remove any flaking a little water to dilute it, then pour holding the gun slightly off to the
paint and grime. Allow to dry, then into a spray gun. Lay a drop sheet. side. Even out any thicker sections or
scrape and sand the palings to remove  TIP Use about 50ml of water per drips with a brush, especially around
any remaining paint. Clean the edges litre to dilute thinner paints and the screw or nail heads. Let the paint
with a sheet of sandpaper. 100ml per litre for thicker paints. dry, then apply a second coat. >
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“Create persondl private
,ﬁwjh Easyscreen”

0
£ _ > _.'.' 7"7"*
Y

- Kyal & Kara

Privacy screening in Commercial and Residential Applications. Suitable for use in
tios and pergolas, providing a unique backdrop to 2 BBQ area or 10 create personal

Ideal for Decorative and
private spaces of use around the home or office.

undercover areas such as pa

*gasyscreen studio decorative screen featured III e a S
yClra i

For more ideas visi
visit easycraft.com
. .au
stylish solutions for walls and ceilings
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Oid Copcrete Surl‘aces
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REPAIR AND PATCH

e f"‘?,x.h

N

DUNLOP CONCRETE RESURFACER can be used over existing concrete to produce a new wear

layer as well as to fill in small surface defects, such as spalls and gouges.

Ideal for indoor and outdoor concrete surfaces such driveways, paths, patios, garages and most

vertical surfaces.

Seal and protect the surface with DUNLOP CONCRETE RESURFACER SEALER available in clear or
is also tintable to Jet Black, Charcoal, Concrete Grey and Burnt Terracotta.

Available at

BUNN INGS

bunnings.com.auv
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f‘ THE DECK

- - -

Resurfacing the deck is a job to do
before summer sets in, so the boards
can cope with the extra traffic.
Sanding it back before applying
a new finish is essential to get rid of
any old paint or stain on the boards.
Make sure there is nothing sticking
up above the surface before sanding,
as it will tear the sanding belts. >

ihat vou need

Belt sander
Detail sander
Hammer

Hail punch
Sandpaper
Broom
Safety gear

1 Prepare the surface
Check the deck surface for nails and
screws. Countersink any nails that are
sticking out with a hammer and a nail
punch to a couple of millimetres
below the level of the deck. Screw
down any protruding screws.

2 Sand the boards

Sand along the grain of the boards
with a belt sander, working backwards
and forwards. Use 40 grit paper for
the first sand, then sand the deck

a second time with 120 grit paper,

to achieve a smooth finish.

DETAIL
SANDER

@ Touch up the edges

Sand the remaining areas of the
boards using a detail sander, working
into the edges and corners where the
belt sander can’t reach. Sweep the
deck thoroughly with a broom to
remove any dust after sanding. >

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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Giving your deck a new coat of stain
will preserve the timber and keep it
looking beautifully fresh.

Use a darker or lighter shade than
normal on the boards if you want to
transform the look of your backyard.

Remember to stir the stain before
applying it to ensure you get an even
coverage and a consistent finish.

A
’

PAINTER'S g .
TAPE o

2 "

3 PAINTBRUSH:

CLADDING

CLADDING

DECK

N -

1 Mask the borders

Use painter’s tape to mask any areas

2 Cut in the edges

Use a paintbrush to cut in the edges
and the corners, applying the stain
in long, even brush strokes and

you don’t want stained, such as walls
and cladding that border the deck.
Stir the stain thoroughly using

a paint stirrer to ensure the pigment
is evenly mixed throughout the tin.

blending in as you go. Remove the
painter’s tape before the stain dries to
ensure that it doesn’t spoil the finish.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

Painthrush
Stain
Painter’s tape
(loth

La'fnbs.wael applicator
Paint stirrer

STAIN APPLICATOR

@ Stain the deck

Apply stain to the deck boards using
a lambswool applicator, being careful
not to apply too much. Use long, even
strokes, blending in as you go. Finish
on an open edge to avoid painting
yourself into a corner. @

PICTURE [MAIN) ALAMY



® Use Monarch Mini Gap Filler
($1.97) tofill any gaps
before painting on 9
surfaces such /\
as door frames
and windows. To get a smooth

finish wipe off the excess
> N gap filler using the

A | Monarch3in1
g e\ Caulking Tool ($4.60).

® The Monarch Detail brush
b= | ($15.94) is 25mm in size
which makes it ideal for
painting small intricate

"

[

FENCE. Ducx
& PumcoLa

| surfaces like balustrading
‘ or railings. © For veranda
‘ Y posts, pergolas,
g and even
decking, the
: Monarch Fence,
s Deck & Pergola
Kit ($9.59) will
make the job
\ = . easy. This 130mm kit is designed to hold
I eait e ‘ 4 ‘ plenty of paint which makes it perfect
g »m DOORS, TRIMS q- for most exterior projects.
&CU,JHQ,\RU‘i £
. e :
© The Monarch Doors, Trims & | © Use Monarch

Cupboards roller ($10.98)
has a 5mm Nap, so itis
designed to apply a smooth,

thin layer of paint to your smooth, professional
doors & trims. It also comes in finish on

!
a variety of widths suitable | weatherboards with
for flat and panel doors. l no brush marks.
remove any loose fluff. Then shake out the

excess water, and you're ready to paint.

Available /4 i' b 7o |

; v" The key to getting a professional
awurehl‘N Gs finish is using quality paint with

quality brushes and rollers.

)inmngslc:)mau‘_, | / T

Weatherboard, Eaves
& Fascia brush
($26.98) to achieve a

*Painters tip-wash the roller before using for

aboul 2minutes under running water o *Painters tip-Soak your brush for 10 minutes in the

recommended solvent before using to soften the filament
which helps pick up and release paint better.




s ' ‘
e
3-Step charge check ' ; !" - g Protection against overloading
q- and overheating

Smart control system ensuring
each cell is fully charged Impact protected case

Available at
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PLAYGROUND

Create an exciting space in the backyard to get the
kids outside and keep them active during summer

hen the weather gets warm Before buying, consider the size of
and the holidays start, one  the yard and the age of your children
of the joys of being a kidis ~ to make the most suitable choice.

having a swing or playset in the garden Here are a range of options that will
to provide a constant source of fun. keep the kids happy all summer. >

Provide lots of fun for the

. kids wi i i
E 2 T S Sixs,:wuh _the Sw_lng Slide Ride \
£ al Unction Swing Set, $169,

Let the little ones
on the Swing Slide
Multiplay Timber p

Play all day long
Ride Shangri L,

Give your child endless hou_rs
of entertainment with a Swing
Slide Ride Manor Playset, $699.

layhouse, $1449,

@)
c
|
w)
o
@)
)




OUTDOOR

Inspire theijr sense of adventure
With the Swing Slide Ride Camelot
Multiplay Playground, $1599.

Wow kids wit
Climb Rainbow
10kg, to brighte

h Swing Slide
Sand, $17.90 for
n up the sandpit.

Set imaginations free with
the Fountain Products Clam
Shell Sandpit, $13.20.

Indulge theijr playful side

: with the Wippers
e Sy W3 3::::;2?:;3297""'::::::?
With the Swing Slide Rige b ] T ':I"_ AR A converted into a min
Teepee Cubby House, $549. Nt AL St o
SEE T
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Australia’s Only Fully
Automatic Toilet

NOW available in Australia
is the ultimate in personal
hygiene products. The
throne fully automatic
toilet that will fitin any new
or renovated bathroom.

The key features of
this amazing toilet are:
TANKLESS (there is no

cistern on or in the wall).
The toilet operates on

THRONE

Toilet Systems

Auto Flush
"' Heated Seat
I/Karm Air Dry

Soft CloseLid—
Warm Water Wash

\AUSWIDE 1300 243 387

www.thebidetshop.com.au

mains  pressure.  This
allows a much cleaner and
modern bathroom design.
AUTO FLUSH after you
have finished your visit, the
throne toilet will automatic
flush for you.

Some of the other benefits
you will experience are: A
heated seat, soft close lid,
and on some models you

will get a warm water wash
and a warm air dry.

The  Princess  model
will also automatically
open and close the lid.
The Throne toilet is very
simple to install and is
available in P and S trap.

Contact The BIDET SHOP® on
1300 243 387 to find your
local reseller.
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Be inspired to create a home you love
with these decorating and design tips

WORDS JULIET LOVE

|

00KE EVR‘ARD

P




PICTURE SHUTTERSTOCK

s with dressing yourself, -
dressing a room comes
down to the finer details.

The excellence exists in the
combination of each component.
As they say, ‘the details are not
the details, they are the design’.

Bring your rooms to life with
carefully selected accessories and
trims. The smallest objects can
often make the biggest impression.

But remember, the best rooms
are not those that are full of ‘things’.
Edit well, and refine the space by
making every object count.

And incorporate each factor into
the design through complementary
textures, tones and styles.

Not everything has to match
Some of the most stylish rooms in

the world aren’t perfectly coordinated.
In fact, often it’s the opposite.

An eclectic mix is much more
exciting visually, so be adventurous
and try a few items that you wouldn’t
naturally assume go together.

Create a ‘story’ by placing items
together that might be different styles,
but have something that is similar
—a touch of gold paint, or a shade of
fuchsia in the detail of separate items
is enough to tie pieces together.

Think big. A few carefully selected
large-scale items make a room
seem more substantial. Lots of little
items tend to look cluttered and
get lost among the mess

Create opulence
with plump cushions
and full curtains
Designer cushions always look
plump. To achieve this look, use
an insert that is a couple of inches
larger than the size of your
cushion cover for cushions that
will never look flat and cheap.
Similarly, curtains that are
two or two and a half times wider
than the window or opening will
look much fuller than curtains
that just reach the distance
between each end of the rod.
A decorative pelmet will also
make your decor
seem more
considered.
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Mondelia

LET YOUR STYLE FIND YOU

mondella.com.au

DISCOVER THE SQU

e ‘.‘ 7
OF ROCOCO

TOILET SUITE $188  900MM DOUBLE TOWEL RAIL $82.37  1200MM VANITY $777 SHOWER SET $179  SHOWER SCREEN $433
Available at
Create your dream bathroom for a stunning price with , BHNNII |N| ﬁi

one of seven unique and affordable styles from Mondella. .
unnings.com.au



Wallpaper in
unexpected places
Wallpaper looks brilliant in
small spaces - in an entry foyer,
hallway, at the back of open
bookshelves or cupboards, and
even on the ceiling.

Don’t just stick to traditional
patterned wallpaper either,
modern textured wallpaper can
look fabulous too.

If you can’t afford to wallpaper
an entire room, use wallpaper
on a panel of the wall, or use
a covered canvas as an artwork.

Lining the back of open
shelving with wallpaper, and
even the exterior of closet doors,
will inject some unexpected
visual excitement
intoaroom. >
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Using accessories, art

and mirrored walls

Nothing is worse than a home that
is void of personality. Accessories
help to give your home character,
and a finished, designer look.

Work in odd numbers for the
most pleasing effect on the eye.

Items such as rugs, artwork, trays
and candles will all make a designer
statement. Play with texture in fabrics
such as leather and velvet.

Collections en masse are
always a stylish statement. Display
collections of cherished finds from
travels or other endeavours but
remember, as always, to be ruthless
when ‘editing’ accessories.

Grouping similar objects of the
things that you love into collections
is an effective way of styling - just be
sure they are artfully arranged.

When you're
talking decor
and accessories,
big is generally
better. It just
says luxury

Art is the finishing touch that
gives a room its definition.

Think outside the square - a
mixture of vintage plates, oversized
exotic doors from locations such as
Morocco or Indonesia, or children’s
artworks from daycare or school are
interesting options.

Mirrored walls are one of the
ultimate features in elegant interiors.
They hark back to a day when homes
were a showpiece.

Just cover one wall in a main
room of your home to avoid it feeling
like you're at an amusement park,
and consider an interesting finish
such as an aged mirror to give your
room some depth and avoid it being
too showy and dominant.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman
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Fashionable architectural
details and features
Features such as decorative
mouldings - crown mouldings,
bevelled panels, grooved posts
and fluted slat details - will all
give your home a stately and
sophisticated look.

Classic details can be given
a modern look by pairing them
with an appropriate paint scheme
and contemporary accessories.
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Cladding, panelling

and pressed tin

Adding textured panels to your
walls can give your home an
added dimension that takes it
out of the ordinary.

Whitewashed timber cladding
looks gorgeous in beach houses,
and old-fashioned pressed tin,
which is both affordable and easy
to install, has had a resurgence.
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How you display your art is
almost as important as the actual
art itself. It can be hung like a
gallery collection, leant up against
the wall atop a table or, if large

enough, against a wall on the floor.

The framing is as significant
as the subject matter, so invest
in good-quality framing that
will last and also enhance the
artworks beautifully.
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STEAL
THIS STYLE

Your interior should be

layered with personality

and tell your story. This

Is the secret of how the

best designers produce
the finest interiors.
Juliet Love, stylist,
interior designer

and TV host

Become a DIY designer
This is an edited extract from interior
designer and stylist Juliet Love’s
beautiful new book Love Style ($40,
New Holland), where she shares her
insight into how to redecorate your
personal spaces (lovestyle.com.au).
She offers inspiration and practical
advice on how to get the designer look
on a budget, use visual tricks to create
the illusion of space, and also match
textures and patterns confidently.

PICTURE BROOKE EVRARD



PICTURE FOTOLIA

The finishing touches
These are classic statement
accessories such as white
linens and towels, candles,
fresh flowers and silver trays.
They are smart and stylish.

You can’t beat fresh white
bed linen on beds, and white
towels in the bathroom. Far
from impractical, they are easy
to bleach when necessary and
always look crisp.

Building layers in your decor
through details such as piping,
flanges, valances, pelmets, skirts
and monograms will also give you
a successful designer look.

Think about monogramming
plain white bathroom hand towels
with your initials to give your home
an air of grace and elegance. &




TIMELESS

POTS I

Paint terracotta planters with a lime
wash to give them a rustic look

PROJECT AND PICTURES MELISSA DARR

o enjoy planters with that
I on-trend weathered look
about them, you don’t need
to spend money on antiques or wait
decades for your own pots to age.
Here, DIY blogger Melissa Darr
has given her terracotta pots a rustic
finish for only a few dollars each.
You can keep the natural colour
of the lime wash or tint the second

¢

' MELISSA'S

Northcote Pottery 21cm
| g Italian Terracotta Squat Pot
Sl $8. northcotepottery.com.al;
Nydrated g om

Australian Builders Home
Handypac Hydrated Lime,
$6 for 1kg. bpsaust.com

GREEN
FROST

Dulux Sample Potin

Green Frost, from $9
90 for 250ml. dulux.com.au

coat with a water-based paint to
create a two-tone effect when it
is sanded back. Melissa used both
techniques on her pots.

‘This is such an easy project and
the end result is a one-of-a-kind pot
that’s full of character,’” says Melissa.

‘Anything rustic looking gets me
every time and these pots take pride
of place in my home,’ she says.

Meligea

1 2 (3 =

LIME POWDER

-

WATER

PASTE

1 Mix the lime wash
Using a metal spoon, mix one
part lime powder to one part water
in a small bowl by hand until it
forms a smooth paste that is the
consistency of pancake batter.
Lay newspaper on a flat surface.

EXPERT
SECRETS

If you can’t get
hold of builder’s
lime, garden lime

will work, although
it may not be white.

2 Apply the paste
Use a paintbrush to apply the paste to
the pot and saucer, adding water if it is
too thick. Allow to dry for 20 minutes.
Add about half a cup of coloured paint
to the remaining paste, then apply as
a top coat. Allow to dry for 2-3 hours.

l SANDPAPER

3 Sand the pot
Sand random areas of the pot with
120 grit sandpaper, either sanding
right back to the terracotta or just
so the lime wash base coat is visible.
Wipe the pot with a damp cloth to
remove any dust, then plant up.

-



DESIGN TIP

Plant up your pots
with easy-to-maintain
succulents or use
small-leaved plants like
Ficus pumila ‘Frosty’.

ML

-~

() Get more DIY from Melissa

Follow her blog thewhimsicalwife.com

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015
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NOING IT
RIGHT
MEANS
NOING IT
SAFELY

Scan with Smartphone Available at
05270 PUNNIN
s wurehm

www.3MSafety.com.au bunnings.com.au



Give your place a bright and welcoming holiday glow
with outdoor lights and Christmas decorations

ress up the front of your
house with festive lights and
outdoor decorations you can

set up DIY to bring the spirit of the
season to your home these holidays.

Give the front yard a themed
light show and Christmas scenes
using LED reindeer and tree lights,
inflatable Santas and more.

In the backyard, you can give
the deck, patio or pool area a festive
makeover with fairy lights to create
a night-time wonderland. >

Handyman.net.au NOVEMBER 2015



Add festive flair to an outdoor
entertaining area with icicle
lights hung from eaves.

>
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your outdoor
room awaits

Entertain friends and family these holidays in the best room of the house — your
DlY Outdoor Room. Adbri has a great range of pavers and garden wall blocks
for use in your DIY landscaping project.

isit adbrimasonry.com.au/DIY for
ason’s project videos, hints and tips!

adbri

Bricks | Besser®Blocks | Pavers | Retaining Walls
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change the direction

Head | i
p 4 |ntSJ[OI”e to ple_Up the latest you mow each time
products for the patio and garden T e e
0 e leaf blades.

o ”-

_LAWN
ESSENTIALS

-

Masport
$579, with
rranty.

Trim back turf using a
490 4in 1 Lawn Mower,
atwo-year engine wa

Get rid of yard work with
25mm Coolaroo Fresh Cut
Synthetic Grass, $59.90.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman




I N
ngd amence with OUTDOOR

nectable Party

Lytworx Con o LEDs, $29.98.
LightsWarmWhﬂe EDs, $29.9 \‘DECORATIONS

Bollards, $29.90 for six.

Light the way wi iii L
Y with I
dual-function Larzac Solar f “

¥ / e

& /

Bring blooms to the Yard with
Lytworx Warm Wt_ute LED - st
golar Blossom ctake Lights, $49.90. Brighten the ight with Gibso —
Stainless Steel Colour Changing ease home B
ts, $20 for 10- the Lytworx Solar Motio:,th

Solar Ligh !
Activated Security Light, $99

Take time out to enjoy
the soothing sounds of
a Sango Fountain, $49.98.

Give the garden rustic chic
with an easy-to-install
Cool down this summer next Oakden Barrel Fountain, $119
to a Roman Fountain, $54.98, ‘ :
with a 3m cable and pump.

Inject colour into a courtyard
with a Water Magic Red Amphora
Rib Water Feature, $439.

Make a statement in the
garden witha solar-powered
Henry Fountain, $199.

Decorate an exterior wall
Go for old with a solar-powered
i -world charm Como Fountain, $229.
with a solar-powered
Amelia Fountain, $199.

Get the look
of
Wwaterfall with 3 o
$249, with 10

atural rock
Tolmer Fountain
M power cordg. .
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Handyman
BUYER’S GUIDE

Take the DIY option for your home improvement
projects by choosing the best tools and equipment
from our market round-up

GYPROCK

Fix damaged
walls like a pro
Gyprock” Rapid Repair Kit

The complete solution for all kinds of plasterboard repairs:

bunnings.com.au to create a modular system and you can even add wheels.

a I Gg UNN!NG- Tool Blox, the clever new storage system from RYOBI, lets
&Lﬁ—j ind me in the plastering aisie E arehous i you assemble new units as needed. The units lock together

bunnings.com.au




For classifieds bookings contact Alek Jovanoski on (02) 9018 6255 or email alek.jovanoski@rd.com

MADE IN THE
ABAOO WINNER

EIE Diamond Sharpeners USA
* PRODUCT

@ Royal Life Saving INNOVATION Milled Flat & True
— Sharpens & Hones

No “Dish Out”
A PLANET Use Wet or Dr/y

FIRST FOR
POOL SAFETY

Tri Latch from G8Safe - the world’s N . Knives v
first pool gate latch with dual > < Shears v
action safety button that prevents Thicknessers v

children using implements to push ) Rub in circles or up and
he butt : down along the blade at
up the button. aslight angle.

Start firmly, finish lightly.
Use regularly with light

Ukl e Surgical Steel v
edge.

Tip: Mark the edge with Carbide ‘/
a texta so you can see Taiiakle of

where you're taking a !!E'!gi
metal off.

.com.au Made in the USA * Proven Quality for Life!

CREATING WAVES FOR POOL SAFETY For more information contact EZE-LAP Ph: 08 8271 8886

S A W
The BEST CARE

_For yeur roses . . EPOXY FOR
| ™, e WALLS THAT

NEED EXTRA

PROTECTION

TWO PACK

Dulux

! \
For the best care for your roses use | , " STAK LEY

Richgro Black Marvel® It is packed | FATMAX |

with potash and iron which are proven '
o improve plant health and increase | \ with STANLEY® FATMAX®
pliers. Featuring cushion

2 L B \'irz grip handles and induction
Y _ aUNAI:ITII‘:‘. - MARVEL \ ' hardened edges for a

o \ \ smoother cutting action
bunnlngs com.au ' \ and a longer working life.

www.richgro.com.au £ & YouTube L2

colour and blooms.
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H’J\\!R TO GROW

Available at

loves the SUN BUNHI IHGS
loves the HEAT

bunnings.com.au

Flowers:a:Flourish

10 colours all ready to make an impact!

PﬂWEI‘fEEﬂ \

PLANT FOOD ?4‘*—"'»

Dynamic Fertiliser and Soil l"nfr']llmmr

oring & fruiting
a8t b {

AUSTRALIAN MADE

'Ioves pots © loves landscapes . Ioves garden beds

KILL TERMITES THE EASY WAY!

FROM THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE CHEMICALS FOR THE PEST CONTROL INDUSTRY
“DIY” Termite Baiting System and White Ant Termlte Bait

Finally, a complete “DIY” TERMITE
treatment. No more pest controllers
needed. As easy as 1-2-3.

1 Install Superway Termite Baiting Stations « &
around your property & inspect for actl\nty -
every 2-3 weeks.

Superway
Compact
Termite Baiting
Stations are
now available
- call us now

2 As soon as the Baiting Stations become "8
active, apply the Termite treatment to
the station. [Superway owned & APVMA approved)

3 Termite colony destroyed - re-use {

Baiting Station

FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK,
SEE CONTACT DETAILS BELOW:

We have lots of products to help you with weeds and pests. Check out our whole range on our website. S U P E RWAY

GARDEN AG & PEST PRODUCTS P/L

www.superway.com.au 1300 302 938 ¥ TERMITE BAITING SOLUTIONS P/L



For classifieds bookings contact Alek Jovanoski on (02) 9018 6255 or email alek.jovanoski@rd.com

The ultimate latch-alarm

for front and side gates

o wacaLateh] accer

VERTICAL PULL

NEW: VISUAL
unlatched alarm

NEW: AUDIBLE
unlatched alarm

Locked/ Unlocked
indicator

ELIFETIME
2 WARRANTY

2-YEAR WARRANTY ON ALARM UNIT

Combined gate latch
& electronic alarm.

Notifies of family, friends
or intruders on entry/exit.

Quick & easy to install.
www.ddtechglobal.com

the POWER you want

and the EXTRA'S to suit.

Hose Box 15 Set

Compact and light
fitted and ready to

Portable Hose Box

for camping, caravanning,
boating and leisure activities.

weight, fully
use. ldeal

(&) GARDENA

- -

gardena.com

™.

new's

Water Putty

A multi-purpose filler for patching,
levelling and filling wood flooring, trims,
plaster and concrete.

v’ Range of sizes from 500g to 20Kg

v’ Dries hard, can be drilled ‘-—

sawn and sanded
v’ No shrinking or cracking
v/ Hardwearing

v’ Unlimited shelf life, just add
water and mix as needed

v’ Value for money

.
hes

‘J

Available at leading hardware & paint stores
www.agnewswaterputty.com.au
]

AGWP 1012 BHMQ

"l

Market your products
today with the

Handyman
BUYER’S GUIDE

Reach one of the most
receptive purchasing
audiences available.

For bookings or enquiries contact Alek Jovanoski on

(02) 9018 6255 or email alek.jovanoski@rd.com




Flowers to sow

Get these in the ground now
for mid- to late-summer colour.
© AFRICAN MARIGOLD

© CALIFORNIAN POPPY

© GLOBE AMARANTH

© IMPATIENS
© SALPIGLOSSIS

Clobe amaranth B &

5
Vegies to grow
Sow a mix of edibles for crops
from midsummer to autumn.
© CABBAGE
© CAPSICUM
© CARROT
© EGGPLANT
© TOMATO

L ]

3 Al

Sadhhaibbbalpk

alibite

-

MAKE free plant food with
a compost heap, page 129.

CHOOSE disease-free plants
for a healthy yard, page 134.
GROW juicy tomatoes for
organic flavour, page 141.

L
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HINKSTOCK
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To-do list
the garden in shape to
g:;l wit?\ the heat ahead.
WATER newly p_lanted
flowering perenmalst.
LIET spring bulbs if
beds are needed for
mer blooms.
SUQULCH beds to help
stop the soil drying out.
SOW heat-resustan_t
flowers such as salvias,
marigolds, sunflowers
and zinnias.

utyl]

ALLOW grass to grow
longer and water the

lawn deeply once a week.

DEADHEAD roses :_—.md
feed lightly after spring
flowering has finished.

COVER fruit trees with

bird-safe netting to stop

them eating the harvest.

GIVE indoor plants
a good water and feed,
then refresh outdoors
in a shaded spot.

L)
N
'

© 0STEOSPERMUM ‘BLUE EYED
BEAUTY’ (Osteospermum ecklonis)
features butter-yellow blooms with
a vivid centre, putting a modern
twist on a classic daisy.

Growing to about 35cm high and
spreading up to 50cm, it has a bushy,
compact form, making it ideal for
pots, hanging baskets and beds.

Give this hardy plant a position in
full sun to part shade in well-drained
soil. Drought-tolerant once established
and low maintenance, ‘Blue Eyed
Beauty’ blooms almost year-round.
© CLEMATIS ‘PIILU’ (pronounced
pee-loo) flowers prolifically from
spring well into autumn. It bears early
double blooms while the later ones
are single, and unlike other varieties,
the flowers cover the entire plant.

This vigorous climber reaches
2m high and spreads to 1m, so grow
over a fence or screen and tie it to
support new.growth.

Give ‘Piilu’ a position in full sun
in fertile, well-drained soil and water
regularly during long dry periods.

Cut it back once a year and deadhead.

NIQidvd




loseh AXT23TC Shredder...

TURBINE-CUT SYSTEM
Guarantees extremely
fast material throughput
greenery to hard wood
while avoiding blockages

Bosch AXT 23 TC shredder 53 litre capacity for extremely convenient |
and powerful shredding. Get your work finished quicker with the fast (JJ:D
feed hopper and automatic feed. Awarded the ‘Der blaue Engel’ award :

for low noise and low emission garden tools. Invented for ||fe

www.bosch-do-it.com.au

KRD 09/15 =RB3
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Feed now

Give plants a dose of liquid

sabbbanaibiiee

fertiliser to boost growth.

© NSW CHRISTMAS BUSH

© AVOCADO

© CITRUS

© HIBISCUS ;

© VEGIES - ot

Shsessscssssssssccssensnsnnensnsnse

B e L L

Cut back or deadhead plants after __
they have finished flowering. 7
© ORNAMENTAL FRUIT TREES o
© ONCE-BLOOMING ROSES | N “
© CLIMBERS » o .

© HEDGES f"\ rj
osHruBs @i A T

¢
=

g
-

Summer planters
Give the garden rustic chic with
vintage-style metal buckets.
Sturdy but easy to pick up and
move about, use them to grow
sun-loving annuals and herbs.
They also look great indoors,
on a balcony or in a courtyard.

r

-‘?".‘c..AO‘!O‘!-.OOO'.(

4.

Harvest now

Get in the last of these

spring vegetable crops.

© BRUSSELS SPROUTS

© ARTICHOKE

© SILVERBEET .

© FENNEL 4 Ar tichoke

© PEAS

Soil wetters To stop soil becoming dry and#
When the hot and dry weather water repellent, reapply it every

of high summer hits, it’s too late 6-8 weeks during summer to keep

to prepare the lawn and garden, plants hydrated and the grass green.
making November the perfect Don’t forget pot plants and, for
time to apply a-soil wetter to ensure maximum water retention, make sure
water penetrates to the roots: to apply a good quality mulch too. >

L4
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(
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Richgro Ezj
Granulated,
Concentra

-Wet Soil Wetter
Ready-To-Use ang
te, from $12-g19,

T

e 2

- .

7

S L L T )

o [V ——— 1 o y -9
\ NV » Pinerbga'rk : ¥
' m— Mulch . s

-

ro Natural pinebark

PICTURES{TOP] FIVE STONE (RIGHT TOP, MIDDLE, BOTTOM] THINKSTOCK:

Richg .

Mulch, $10 for 40L- . -
richgro.com-au v

- w—mmey. * ¥ ?
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Dame Alison Holst and son Simon

have once again joined culinary

forces in The Ultimate Vegetarian

Collection, ($45, New Holland).
They have compiled over

400 recipes, covering all meals,

desserts, party food and more.
With this cookbook, you’'ll be

able to turn any and every herb,

vegetable or fruit you grow into

a delicious meal, snack or treat.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handymén
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You don’t have to be a gardener
to enjoy the extraordinary adult
colouring book The Garden Of
Earthly Delights by Adriana Picker
($20, Hardie Grant Books).
Featuring page after page of
Adriana’s exquisite and intricate
illustrations of flora and insects,
you’ll be inspired to turn her
black-and-white drawings into
full-colour masterpieces.

If you want to eat from the garden
this summer, you really can’t go
past Summer On Fat Pig Farm by
gourmet farmer Matthew Evans
($50, Murdoch Books).
Gardeners and foodies alike
will love this simple but sensational
seasonal cooking guide on how to
use the freshest ingredients to
make everything from zucchini
salad to strawberry slushies. @

MICTURES [ABRIANAPICKER) HANNAH SCOTT-STEVENSON/(BACKGROUND] THINKSTOCK Y
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SPECIALIST.
LAWNZ:GARDEN

DIY GARDEN

TOOL & EQUIPMENT CARE

THREE EASY STEPS

CLEAN LUBRICATE PROTECT

by

SPECIALIST
LAWN . GARDEN

i i/
|

dirt, Grease: GTANE:
W;‘: & qross buid WP

LAWN . GARDEN

SPECIALIST
LAWN - GARDEN

LAWN.. GARDEN

POWERFUL FOAMING GENERAL USE WATER PROTECTIVE HEAVY DUTY

CLEANER SILICONE

P\ = ol -8
A "?« Ao 4 w L

eaves frow
Stops Grass o L e
cticking to Sur

KEEP YOUR GARDEN TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
WORKING BETTER FOR LONGER

Available at

WD-40° Specialist® LAWN & GARDEN is a complete range of products designed zu N'ZﬁIN Gg
to clean, lubricate and protect your garden tools and equipment. mhouse
See how to maintain your garden tools and equipment in more detail at wd40lawnandgarden.com.au b"“ni“g"m°m

amba5207hanfp



STARTING
FROM SCRATCH

After lots of trial and error, a lush vegie and herb
garden emerged from a patch of scrubby lawn

WORDS SITA SIMONS

aced with a bare patch of land, it
F was determination and a can-do

attitude that saw Amelia van Zyl
create an abundant vegetable garden,
one that feeds her family of four and
provides extra for her neighbours.

With no real gardening experience,
Amelia read countless books and talked
to friends and professionals.

‘It was so awful to look at, it really
motivated me to do something with
it, and quickly,’ says Amelia.

‘I look back now and see my lack
of experience as a blessing, as I wasn't
fearful of messing anything up. This
is the garden that trial, error and a big
dose of good luck built.” >

Raised levels and beds provide

avegie garden with structure.
Team tomatoes and basil for

wli . . "
1*‘!‘ NOVEMBER 2015
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TIDY TIP

To make sure pipes
are concealed from view,
plan your irrigation




DIY TIP

For an even distribution
of seeds, dip a wet
piece of string into the
seed packet, then plant,
string and all.

Trellises can be made from
waste materials you have lying about.
Carrots can be planted all year
¢ round for a consistent harvest.

N7

The golden rules
for vegies are at least
five hours of direct
sunlight a day,
plus nutrient-rich,
free-draining soil
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Time to harvest
Variety was the cornerstone of Amelia’s
plan for her vegetable garden, and all
the available space has been used for
raised beds, large planters and various
trellis and arbour structures.
‘I had a basic plan and it was drawn
to scale on graph paper. But when it
came to it, it didn’t work well, so I had
to change a few elements. I've found
that being willing to adapt is a crucial
factor in gardening,” she says.
‘Spring is when most vegetables are
ready to be harvested. Once ready to
be picked, till the soil and add more
nutrients, ready for the next crop. If
a particular variety has flourished in
that spot, plant it again,” says Amelia.
‘And don't be afraid to cut back
your herbs at the end of the season or
if they’re overcrowding other plants,
as they will sprout much better.
“You can use the trimmings to W Createafragrant Posy to fill your home with sweet smells.
flavour your meals or make a fragrant : :
posy for indoors,’ she says. > Ty -

s Av SPACE WITH A Blszx!

MOW N STOW! '
MOW N STOW 490  &ks your ewrmone 4,/%
i

saving more shed spaca
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GARDEN

Sow it and see

The best vegetable gardens are busy
and productive, and this doesn't
require precision planning.

Landscape gardener Jarret Clynick
advises a sow-it-and-see approach for
the best long-term results.

‘If you're starting from scratch, as
Amelia was, first get your expectations
in check. Don’t imagine you will have
a bountiful vegetable garden within
the first few seasons,” says Jarret.

‘Choose three or four things you
really want and plant multiple packs
of seeds. This allows you to see what
will thrive and what won't.

‘Build on your food garden layer by
layer. If you stick with it, you will be
rewarded with abundance,’ he says. @

o

Maximise your
yields and variety

of plants by building
up with simple
trellis structures

GROW TIP

Take into account the
growing habits of the

plants, as certain
~varieties such as mint
"(_R : will always take over.

e

Add dimension and interest
by planting tall varieties with
root vegies and climbers.
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TROIAN'Y
POWERSTEP™

TROJAN'S POWERSTEP™ SHOVEL IS DESIGNED WITH A WIDER FOOT TREAD
TO POWER THROUGH DIRT, WITHOUT DIGGING INTO YOUR FOOT OR SLIPPING.

WITH A STEEL CORE FOR ADDED STRENGTH AND NON-SLIP GRIPS FOR COMFORT,
WHETHER YOU'RE A GREEN THUMB, BUILDER, LANDSCAPER OR MR. FIXIT,
YOU CAN GET THE JOB DONE!

TOUGH TOOLS YOU CAN TRUST.
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v lake summer decoratihéito the next le\:/"éil; by using
a simple bonsal techniqueﬁo create a designer display

- 250 N =
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imple to make but with a big
S visual impact, moss balls make
wonderful living decorations.
This variant of bonsai is called
kokedama and involves taking a small
plant, embedding it in a mud and
clay ball, then wrapping it in moss.
Traditionally, kokedama were
displayed on surfaces, but Dutch
designer Fedor Van der Valk began
a trend for hanging moss balls,
which he called string gardens. >

O

Kokedama become
hght when dPy, S0
check if they need
watering by feeling
their weight

Hang mossS pallsinatree

to decorate for outdoor liv

ing.
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STRING
GARDEN

To create a string garden, attach
moss balls to a natural fibre twine,
such as cotton or jute. Simply
hang them individually or in
groups for an eyecatching display
of greenery and flowers.

As with pot plants, they will
shed foliage, so position them
where this won'’t be a problem.

Moss balls can be soaked in
water, otherwise they need regular
misting with a spray bottle.

Sphagnum moss
Peat soil and clay

Potting mix
Twine

) Make a mud ball

Tie a bunch of sphagnum moss
around the roots of the plant, then
leave it in water. Mix peat soil with
clay, potting mix and a little water,
then form it into a ball about the
size and shape of a large orange.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

Hang your string

© Add the plant

Make a planting hole in the top

of the mud ball with your fingers.
Position the tied-up roots of the plant
in the hole, then pack around the
plant with more soil mix. Shape the
soil back into a round ball.

garden indoors or outdoors.

SPHAGNUM
MOSS

) secure the moss

Position the ball in the centre of

a large piece of moss, or many pieces
of moss, and cover the mud with it.
Wrap the ball with twine to secure
the moss, leaving two long tails of
twine to hang it up from.



—

n moss balls instead.

[ si
Tryvase flowers like gerbera

SAFETY TIP

Large, heavy moss balls
must be suspended on
multiple pieces of string
or cord to distribute the
weight effectively.

__———__-__-_1

Use moss balls as
organic table centrepieces.
Display them in a style

of holder to suit your interior. % Don't ket your mlﬁﬁ\, m
plarts and kawn die of thirst
this summer. Apply Ezl-Wet®
now b ensure that your soll
does not become diy and
wanter repelient.

Thereafter, re-apply Ezl-Wet®
requiarty throughout summer
to keep your plants and sol
hydmted and your ganden
looking green and heakity.

www.richgrocom.au £ 8 YouTube i3
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TERR

Aterrarium is a clear globe
planted up like a mini garden
landscape and displayed indoors.

To create your own, choose
plants and potting mix to suit, such
as succulents or small flowers.

Clean a clear glass or plastic
container well, then plant it up and
add the decorative elements.

Lie*—u" container 1
5mall pehbles of grave

Potting mix

flecorative coloured pehbles
fictivated charceal ’
. Trowel
| Small plants \

Spray water hotile

r

A
».

t POTTING
- MIX

@ Fill with potting mix

Fill the container to 25mm deep with
small pebbles or gravel for drainage.
Cover with a layer of activated charcoal,
then add potting mix to about 75mm
deep. Lightly pat down to remove air
pockets and level the surface.

NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

© Add the plant

Using a trowel or your hands, dig

a planting hole in the potting mix
big enough for the roots. Gently
position the plant in the hole, fill
any gaps with extra potting mix and
lightly pat down to secure the plant.

€ Decorate with pebbles
Cover the potting mix with a layer

of decorative coloured pebbles using

a trowel. Lightly mist the interior of the
terrarium with a spray water bottle.

TIP Moss, pebbles or sand are great to
use to create a mini garden scene.
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D { holmanirrigation

www.holmanindustries.com.au

Blank Canvas - Ready to Create Horizontal and Vertical Assembly Pre-installed Watering System

Get creative in your garden with the Holman Raised Garden Bed. Connect multiple Raised Garden Beds together
with their modular interlocking system and give yourself the creative freedom to really bring your garden to life!

1 Bed 2 Beds

r . 4 -— . vertically
.".:' - 3 gy —% = 20 5 e - RS -
ey P R PR I L Dy — il T
~ = Ll 2 e
—— —
l-_ Modular Raised Garden Bed
Create a stunning Raised Garden Bed WATERING HIT INCLUDED

and explore the endless possibilities
of Holman’s modular system.

Australian Owned.
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} Whether eliminating weeds, controlling pests, or fertilising your

garden, Nylex sprayers are a vital addition to any home.

The new range of Nylex domestic and heavy duty garden
sprayers are suitable for all applications, ranging from indoor
cleaning and watering, plant protection in the garden,
greenhouse or patio.

The range includes a selection of trigger sprayers, manual
sprayers, shoulder sprayers and backpack sprayers.

Whatever your sprayer needs, Nylex has the solution.

For more information visit www.nylexwatering.com.au

Available at

ZUNNI INGS

bunnings.com.au



aving water around the home
S generally means taking shorter

showers, washing the car on the
lawn and only using the dishwasher
or washing machine with full loads.

But we can save large amounts of
water in the garden as well.

Here are a few surprisingly simple
ways to conserve it, from watering more
efficiently to basic maintenance and
which equipment to use for the job. >

o Get more watermg tips

Like us at facebook. com/HandymanMagazine
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Water therapy
Walking around the garden with a hose
can be therapeutic after a long day,
but you're likely wasting water. Here's
how to improve your watering habits.
1 WATER in the morning rather than
the evening. Soil tends to be warmer
in the evening, causing evaporation.
Greater humidity will increase the
risk of fungus as well.
2 CONTROL your hand-watering
with a tap timer. Setting time limits
will make you more conscious of
your water use and more efficient.
3 TARGET the plants rather than
spraying all over. A trigger nozzle
or hose-end fitting will help you
keep the water around the drip
zone or leaf canopies.
4 SOAK the plants slowly and
deeply. Watering lightly can
create weak plants because
they’ll become surface-rooting
as they seek moisture.

GARDEN

The Nylex Never Kink Pro
Garden Hose, $65, handles
high pressure well, and
comes with high-quality
fittings and a 25-year
guarantee (nylex.com.au).

GARDEN p
- HOSES
>

\
o P \./

N

Although garden hoses may look
similar, there are huge differences
in their quality. Generally, the
better hoses are less prone to kinks,
holes, swelling and bursting.

Designed to resist
twisting and knotting,
the Gardena SuperFlex
Fitted Garden Hose, $99,
is the ultimate in durability
(gardena.com/au).

Good for general light
use, the Nylex Knockabout
Braided Garden Hose,
$41, has an eight-year
guarantee and moderate
kink-resistance.

122 NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman
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Get a Grip

This neer penamation GARDENA ALEX Hosas
festura an Inngvstien Power Grip pollis for the
pariscd comiciion.

SepurLEX Bown { E‘— )
Fiadti a0 ooy

W handa, fros of '

Pl ted e e E.u.“
phthialns and ey S
etads.

Flood pots to the top with
a high-volume, low-impact
wand, allowing the water
to soak in. Repeat until the
large bubbles stop flowing
up from the potting mix.

-

| POWER GRIP*

{_.':'; GARDENA garden a.com

Select nozzles or spray guns that
can be turned off completely at

NOZZLES the hose end by a trigger.
1 If you have a nozzle you like
& Vw 1 that doesn’t have a trigger, buy
7

a hose fitting with an in-built tap
to get the same results. >

With four precision spray
patterns, the Gardena
Premium Metal Spray Hose
End Trigger Gun, $38, is
ideal for most watering
jobs (gardena.com/aul).

The Holman Eight-pattern
Trigger Spray Gun, $13, has
a variable flow dial so you
can easily adjust the output
to suit the application
(holmanindustries.com.au).
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When it comes to saving water, a hose

reel may not be the first thing that

comes to mind, but it will help keep

your hose kink and leak free, and

you'll also get years more use from it.

Robust and reliable, with

a wide frame, the Gardena
Heavy Duty Metal Hose
Trolley, $99, can hold up
to 60m of standard-gauge
hose (gardena.com/au).

It’s hard to beat the Nylex

The wall-mountable 35m
Gardena Auto Lithium
Retractable Hose Reel,
$359, has a 180° swivel
mount and motorised hose
retraction mechanism.

Fully portable and compact,
the Holman Retractable
Hose Reel with Spray Gun,
$64, is ideal for use in
those smaller spaces
(holmanindustries.com.au).

A simple wall-mounted
unit like the Nylex Handy
Hose Hanger, $10, is
effective and economical.
It has a built-in storage
area for hose fittings.

Foot Pedal Hose Reel, $179,

for convenience. A slim
design and fitted wheels
make it easy to store and

move about (nylex.com.au).
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Stop-valve hose-end fittings help to
eliminate wasteful leaks.

A hose can become kinked if it
is not stored or handled correctly.

HO SE Ensure the hose fittings are compatible
FITTINGS with your nozzles and sprinklers, as

this is an area likely to cause a leak. 1 : :
Go for ones with higher UV stability, N - } 1 w
®
-

~—

a must for all outdoor plastics under
our harsh Aussie sun. »

.

R

To reduce water wastage,
get stop-valve hose-end
fittings like this Gardena
12mm Hose Connector
with Control Valve, $15
(gardena.com/aul).

For stability and durability, :

the Holman 18mm Brass & : N ‘

Hose Connector, $17, has ’ f I |

a locking mechanism that or Stabl Itv?

offers a solid connection "

(holmanindustries.com.au). ARDENA hosa roileye prowicn high quaity,
simbie slomgs eolullors. Bursting with
Cover inmovalive festurs there's ore o it

The ideal solution to leaks
at the tap end, the Holman
Flexible Extension Hose

Fitting Protector, $11, will parfact chorage and alibrlers
ease the strain on your i el i Drs Y
garden hose and fittings. I-dnri'rﬁdlm

Home Troliey 88 HA
Corveniant hoaa guite
sanky s The hose o

-~
@ GARDENA  gerdena.com



GARDEN

A computerised
timer will ensure
your irrigation
system delivers
just the right
amount of water.

/

4

rF

EXPERT
SECRETS

You can buy optional
sensors for water
computers that
monitor moisture and
override the system
If the soil is already
wet enough.

DIGITAL
TIMERS

—

The Gardena MaxControl
Electronic Tap Timer, $97,
has a detachable front
panel and can be fitted with

Whether you're running a complex an optional soil-moisture
irrigation system, a sprinkler on sensor [ga rdena.com/au].
the lawn or watering by hand, the
best way to keep your water use under
control is with a timer.
A water computer will allow you
to turn your sprinkler or irrigation
system on and off on set days of the
week at intervals that you determine.

For more control, the
clever Holman Two-hour
Dual Outlet Tap Timer, $30,
has a mechanical timer
on each outlet so it can
handle two tasks at once.

With a digital display and
range of programming
options, the Holman Digital
Tap Timer, $69, is ideal

for controlling sprinklers
(holmanindustries.com.au).
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When you run your sprinkler, make
HO SE"END sure it's only throwing water where
f it's needed. For more difficult spots,
' SPRINKLERS 1 choose sprinklers with adjustable
S

spray patterns and ranges.

Offering a wide range of
patterns, the Gardena
Comfort Aquazoom Hose
End Sprinkler, $48, is
suitable for large or small
lawns (gardena.com/aul).

RIS T T o R

A dripping garden tap could
potentially be wasting thousands
of litres a year, yet to repair it can

N WASHERS ) take as little as 10 minutes and
\}

cost just a couple of dollars. %

With washers being the
parts most likely to cause
wasteful leaks, a Gardena
Washer Replacement Kit,
$4, is a good option when
repairs are needed.

WIlh SARDENA, walring by iveys sacy. St
i ety ke kst vk

AmaZosm 25Y2 Sprimiier
infiniely adjustebis Spray rengo and widh for
mmdnmmwt

f,‘:i GARDENA gardena.com
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SNAPSHOT

TIMER/. ., 7 b
“*"EASY TO USE GARDEN DIGITALTIMERTAP. = . " 5P '
" ACOMPLETE WATERING PROGRAMIN = = " S

6SIMPLEFUNCTIONS ERAA T IR 7SR 7 X

SET THE WATERING
CYCLE START TIME

SET THE
WATERING CYCLE
DURATION
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COMPOST }
FOR FREE

Save money and also help the planet by
making natural fertiliser in the backyard

CHERYL MADDOCKS

e -
oy

-

ST g
»

DRI
Make liquid fertiliser by |
mixing one part finished
compost with three parts
water. Leave the mix for
three days before using.

tarting a compost heap is easy
and it won'’t cost you a cent,
providing you with an organic
fertiliser for little work.

You'll also be returning carbon
to the earth and boosting the soil’s
water-holding capacity by at least 30%.

There are various effective ways
to make compost at home.

You can use a compost bin or
tumbler, which are great for small
gardens or courtyards. But if you
have the space, it’s best to make
your own compost heap.

PICTURE ALAMY
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eep compost contained within DIY open bin
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BUILD AN
OPEN BIN
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Compost made in a heap decomposes
aerobically, or with aeration. Choose
a semi-shaded spot to make the heap,
as too much sun will dry it out.
The compost can simply be heaped
on the ground, but most gardeners
prefer an enclosure made from fence
poles, chicken wire and cardboard.
© CREATE two heaps if you have the
space, as it’s preferable to use one for
adding new materials and the other
for compost that is in the process of
decomposing. Heaps of about 1-1.2m
in height and width work well.
© ENCOURAGE earthworms by
making your heap on top of soil.
© USE four timber or metal stakes . . y
to mark out an enclosure for a single B e . 4
heap, or six stakes for two heaps. : o o ¥ SAFETY TIP
oy

© ENCLOSE three sides of the heap by Meat scraps, cat and

wrapping chicken wire around the g :
stakes, then line it with cardboard. dOg excrement_, dlseased —
plants and fruit infected
with fruit fly shouldn't
Recipe for success be added to compost.
Making compost is a bit
like cooking in that you
have to get the ingredients right.
A ratio of 30 parts carbon to
one part nitrogen is ideal for
backyard compost heaps. ;
Nitrogen materials include 4(’ '_J,' / 5;;,,- ¥,
grass clippings, vegetable scraps, | i} E‘ 1 YA ‘
animal manures, garden waste I & T /4
and green garden clippings.
For carbon, use leaves, straw,

sawdust and shredded paper.

PICTURES ALAMY, GETTY IMAGES, THINKSTOCK
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MAINTAIN o %
THE HEAP |

The traditional way to create

a compost heap is to layer it.

© START with a 300mm layer of

plant waste, followed by a thin layer
of manure or blood and bone, then
add a thin layer of topsoil.

© INCLUDE a layer of dolomite or lime
if you want an alkaline compost.

© CONTINUE adding to the compost
in layers until the heap reaches

a height of about 1m.

© KEEP the heap damp rather than
mushy and don’t mat it down, as this
will impede aeration and make it smell.
© TURN the heap regularly. The more
frequently you turn the heap, the
quicker your compost will be ready.
© MOVE the outer sections into the
middle where the heat is while
turning, so they will decay fully.

TO GO

When compost is
arich, dark colour,

with a pleasant, earthy
smell and a crumbly
texture, it’s ready to use.
Dig it into the soil before
planting or use it as a mulch.
If it’s finished before you
need to use it, cover it with

plastic to prevent the nutrients
from leaching away. >

PICTURES ALAMY
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GO WRONG?

-

Seedlings appear

Large numbers of seedlings in
your compost means the heap
isn’t hot enough. Cover it with
punctured black plastic or old
carpet to retain more of the heat.

It’s too wet or too dry
When the compost is too wet, add
dry shredded newspaper, leaves
or straw to dry it out. If it's too dry,
add manure, blood and bone, and
other nitrogen-rich ingredients.

it
Plants such as dandelion,
yarrow, borage, comfrey
and stinging nettlt_a are
good compost activators.
Seaweed is an g;«:ellent
lerator. Hose it to
?‘(Ca(r:r?ove the salt and allow
to dry in the sun. Shred it
into small pieces and add it
to the layers in your heap. #
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WHAT CAN ‘8

The heap won’t get hot
When the heap doesn’t heat up, it
lacks nitrogen. Add materials like
grass clippings, manure or blood
and bone. Turn it regularly and
use insulating material in winter.

There’s a bad smell

A lack of air or carbon in the heap
will cause it to smell. Add dead
leaves, stems, sawdust or straw
and turn the heap. Use dolomite
or wood ash to reduce acidity.

Rodents move in
To prevent an infestation of rats
or mice, cover the compost with
underfelt, hessian or plastic. Turn
it regularly and don’t add seafood,
dairy products or meat to the heap.

Weeds take over

Seal annual weeds that have gone
to seed, and perennial and bulbous
weeds, in a plastic bag with a little
water. Cook in the sun for a month
before adding to the heap.

“

PICTURES ALAMY, THINKSTOCK

5

Stinging netle



| WHITES 4

ity Qi

SCR==

Slat Screening System

Proudly
Australian
Designed &
Patented
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NOW AVAILABLE IN WALL-MOUNTED

AND FREESTANDING OPTIONS.
Build your own privacy screens
quickly and easily - Screen Up

captures the natural beauty of timber
with professional looking results.

KR 3‘:;::’;‘2:; hardware stores nationally

IT']'L".I Watch our Available from leading

el

nwwhitesgroup.com aulscreenup www.whitesgroup.com.au

~ EASY RS 1-2-3
1. Fosition and fix the post

2. lleasure and cut timber to size
J. Insert timber, spacers & end caps

A better way
t0 build SCreendt
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o Quick AND ERSY
s PROFESSIONAL LOOK
w PRIVACY & STYLE
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100K Without Seth!\fl
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t’s early spring and you're walking
Iup and down the aisles of your

favourite nursery in the hopes of
replacing that sickly rosebush you
pulled from the garden last autumn.

And that’s when you see the
robust beauty with emerald-green
foliage and a bounty of bright pink
blooms. It’s picture perfect.

You buy it, plant it and give
yourself a pat yourself on the back
for choosing such a fine specimen.

Now fast forward to a beautiful
summer’s day a few months later.
You're weeding the garden, and
then you see the ugly spots all over
your once-perfect rosebush. >
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If you'd chosen a ‘Brindabella Bouquet’,
‘Leave Me Alone Pink’ or ‘New Dawn’
rose instead, you probably wouldn’t be
in this predicament, as these cultivars
are disease-resistant. That means no
babysitting and no black spots.

Selecting disease-resistant plants
is a smart option when planning or
freshening up your garden.

We choose plants for a variety of
reasons. It could be their flower colour
or their ability to repeat-flower. But we
should also consider disease-resistance.

Certain plants are less susceptible
to disease and fungus-like leaf spot,
mould and rust, so buying them is an
investment in a healthy garden. It also
means you minimise use of pesticides.

Modern plant breeding doesn’t just
deal with pest and disease-resistance,
it also tackles plants that can become
weedy by breeding sterile versions that
won't seed throughout your garden or
escape into the environment.

-

-

Buying disease-resistant

136 NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

plants minimises the
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Bred to be fighters
f Plant breeders cultivate

new disease-resistant
offerings by selecting and
crossbreeding plants with the
traits they're looking for.

Breeding a modest parent
plant genetically more resistant
to disease with a vibrant partner
known for big blooms or gorgeous
colour creates a new variety that
boasts the best of both worlds.

Disease-resistant plants are
not hard to find, and many growers
now market them this way, just as
they do plants that attract wildlife
or tolerate drought.

If you still can’t find what you
are looking for, you could join one
of the online garden forums, or ask
atyour local nursery. >
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By following these simple rules,
you'll be well on your way to
growing a disease-free garden.

v/ SELECT plants that thrive in
your area, as stressful conditions
may weaken their performance and

make them more prone to problems.

¢ PLANT the right variety in the
right site, according to its light
requirements. The correct position
allows every plant in your garden
to reach its potential.

¢/ CONTROL weeds, as they

can attract pests such as aphids,
which spread disease.

¢/ TAKE into account the water
needs of plants. They should

be grouped according to their
requirements, so plan your garden
beds with this in mind.

- o

/TOP PLANT
PICKS

f

-
’:‘.

4
[ \|t",)
s

’
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THE DOS AND DON'TS

v/ WATER in the morning when
the foliage has all day to dry.

v CHECK your local area to ascertain
which plants grow well and look in
neighbouring gardens. Indigenous
plants are usually reliable choices.
¢/ MAINTAIN your soil, as healthy
soil will help produce healthy plants.
X AVOID overcrowding your plants,
as good airflow is critical.

X NEVER water from overhead if
you water at night, especially on
plants, such as roses, that are
susceptible to fungus disease.

X ENSURE you don't over-fertilise.
It is often viewed like a vitamin,
something that keeps living things
healthy, but too much can be a bad
thing and may actually make plants
more susceptible to disease. @

RTE
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4

Only water roses f

\

[

h

rom overhead in the morning.

z‘ Dianthyg Memorieg[]”
PSS o M‘ﬂ.

—
[



u-aGwdmuuhmmdingmgn
of seed packets and dll-in-one
T
'Y:buutl;gdhchlchm. .
Great for Christmas gifting!

L 4
APOOCKS

B,y -
RICH i
, gl

0

For more Information vistt
www.mrfothergills.com.au

ZUﬁINGS

baniiregs oo o8

e
PICT.WES (TOP) THINKSTOCK

-I'”‘v
a .
. -

=¥

G4942



Grow delicious veggies
you’ll love to share.

Product

ALLOWED INPUT 11472A1 @
Veggies picked ripe from your own CERTIFIED ORGANIC .
garden taste better and are more P]]Pe‘ )rga.nlc

nutritious. The Scotts Pure Organic ! Premiium Potting & Planting Mix

range of soils and plant foods are ieal for edible gardens
certified organic and have no added e 2 L) & '

chemicals. They feed for three Pure Organic_pure

months, so your plants get all the roTa—
essential nutrients they need.

PU.Pe OPg'anj.C @%ﬁ%mﬁ Bl == o=

For expert gardening advice call 1800 804 219 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) or visit scottspureorganic.com.au
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icking a tomato off the vine and
P popping it straight in your mouth
is one of life’s great pleasures.
And now’s the ideal time to get them
into the ground and grow your own.

There are economic as well as taste
reasons for cultivating tomatoes at
home, as they give a higher yield for
the space occupied in the garden than
any other vegetable.

There is a wide choice of seedlings
available in nurseries to suit a variety
of uses and tastes. They're easy to grow
and will thrive as well in containers
as they do in garden beds. >

\
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SEEDLINGS

Before planting seedlings, add organic
matter such as compost, cow manure
or Yates Dynamic Lifter to the soil.
Add a sprinkling of sulphate
of potash to help with flower
and fruit development, as well as
disease-resistance. If the soil is acidic,
which you can check with a pH kit,
add dolomite or liquid lime.
© REMOVE the lower set of leaves,
then plant the seedlings 500-600mm
apart so that about half of each stem
will be positioned below soil level.
The plants then put roots all down
their stems, which gives them a more
developed root system so they can
absorb additional water and nutrients.
© POSITION a 2m high stake SOmm
from the stem of the plants at this
stage, if the plant type requires
support, rather than later when you
could damage the root systems.
© WATER with an application of
Seasol to prevent transplant shock
and tie the plants to the stakes using
soft cloth or twine as they grow.

EXPERT

SECRETS

If you don't have

a dedicated vegie
patch, scatter tomato

plants throughout

your flowerbeds.

Grafted plants

As the growing medium

doesn’t need sterilising
between harvests, grafted
tomato plants were first used
for hothouse production.

The top part of a seedling is
grafted onto disease-resistant
rootstock. They can be planted in
the same spot each year, making
them ideal for small gardens,

where it's hard to rotate the crop.

Grafted tomatoes are not
deep-stem planted like other
tomatoes and the seedling is
positioned at the same level in
the soil as it was in the pot.
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TOMATO |
TYPES

¢

There are basically two types

of tomato plants, which refer to
the growth habit of the plant.
DETERMINATE Often called bush
tomatoes, determinate cultivars
have a dense habit and grow from
900-1200mm in height.

The fruit ripens all at once, then
the plant dies. Certain cultivars
need limited staking, but they
should not be pruned. They grow
well in pots and varieties include
‘Patio Prize’, ‘Roma’ and ‘Tiny Tim'.
INDETERMINATE The cultivars
are climbing plants that grow
from 1800-2400mm high and
need a substantial stake, cage or
trellis for support.

These tomato plants set new
fruit and ripen fruit consistently
throughout the season until the
cold weather arrives.

Varieties include most cherry
tomatoes and heirloom types
‘Beefsteak’ and ‘Grosse Lisse’.
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Tomatoe
400-500

mm pots. |t e ;

Lin large

CUTTINGS

Tomatoes grow easily from cuttings, © POSITION the cutting in the pot and
and growing plants from cuttings press the mix around it to hold it firmly
extends the season. So, if you take in place. Put in a warm, shady spot.
cuttings in November from an existing @ WATER the mix using a mist spray.
plant, you will have an autumn crop. After seven days, gradually expose

© CUT off a 100-200mm side shoot the pot to stronger light until it is in
and remove the lower leaves. Fill sunlight for most of the day.

a 100mm pot with a good-quality © TRANSPLANT to the garden or
potting mix for vegetables, then make a large pot after two weeks of sunlight
a hole in the mix with a pencil. when the roots will have formed.

o ; - . "-

I Save Mmoney by growing tomatoes

from cuttings,

GROW DOWN

If you're lacking space, growing
tomatoes upside down is a great idea.
It provides good air circulation and
the plant doesn’t need staking.
Cherry tomatoes or bush tomatoes
work best. We used the Upside Down
Tomato Planter, $6, from Bunnings.

S

o HANG THE PLANTER in a sunny
spot, then insert the rootball through
the hole in the bag. Fill with a premium
vegetable and herb potting mix.

@ FIT THE LID on the top of the
planter and water in the tomato
plant generously. Fertilise fortnightly
using a soluble plant food.

PICTURES (TOP LEFT, BOTTOM LEFT) ALAMY
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Caring for
your plants
Choose a spot in the

garden that gets at least six
hours of sunlight a day.

To retain moisture in the soil,
mulch around the plants with
straw, lucerne hay or sugar cane.

Water regularly and deeply
at least twice a week, and to
help prevent disease, water
around the base of the plants
rather than from overhead.

When the first flower truss
appears, feed with a soluble
plant food for flowers and fruit
and repeat monthly while the
plants are fruiting.

Harvest the tomatoes from the
vine when ripe, cutting the stalk
but leaving the calyx intact. »

o ” ]J ! . \... K Py _‘ . 4 p— 10-15 weeks.
Water tomato : - — d type of seedling, the tomatoes shou -
i0q on the age an -r )
plants regularly Depending °r ¢
to prevent the - } '4' \ P
fruit splithing el 0l

J

Pure Organic Vegetable & Herb
Premium Plant Food, $16.
scottsaustralia.com.au

Yates Thrive Flower + Fruit
Soluble Fertiliser, $7
for 500g. yates. com.au

PICTURES ALAMY
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SOWING SEEDS

Seeds can be sown outdoors all pot directly in the garden bed
year round in the tropics, until and avoid any transplant shock.

November in cool zones and until © FILL the pot with a moist

December in temperate areas. seed-raising mix, then make
They can be sown directly into a Smm deep dent in the mix.

the soil from October to December Put the seed in the dent and

when the soil has warmed up. This is cover with mix. Position the pot

a good way to establish a later crop. in a well-lit spot.

© SOW the seeds in a seedling punnet © WATER with a mist spray. When

or you can use any clean, small pot. the seedlings have reached about

Jiffy Peat Pots, available from hardware = 75mm high, they are ready to

stores, are ideal as you can plant the harden off in a sunnier position.

ntheyare 100mm high.

nwhe
Transplant seedlings to the garde

PROBLEM -
SOLVER

-

Fruit fly
Tiny holes in the fruit.
Flies lay eggs under the
skin and the hatched larvae feed
from the fruit, causing it to rot.
Use a bait to detect fruit fly
and destroy the infested fruit.

Blossom end rot
The base of the fruit
becomes sunken and blackened.
Lack of calcium together
with irregular watering.
Add soluble lime to the soil
and water regularly.

Split fruit
As the fruit begins to
ripen, it splits.
Too much watering or
heavy rain after a dry period.
Water regularly, especially
during dry periods.

Verticillium wilt
The lower leaves wilt and
dry out, then the whole plant dies.
A soil-inhabiting fungus.
Destroy the infected plants
and don’t plant members of the
Solanaceae family in the same
spot for at least three years.

Tomato russet mite
The lower green leaves
turn a dull grey and eventually
go brown and papery.
Small yellowish mites.
Spray with Yates Nature’s
Way Insect & Mite Killer.

Tomato caterpillar
Holes appear in fruit.
The moths lay their eggs on
young growth and the larvae feed
on foliage, blossoms and fruit.
Use tomato and vegetable
dust when you notice the insects.

PICTURES ALAMY
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IN THE KITCHEN

Try these tasty ways to make the most © PLACE a truss of cherry tomatoes

of your fresh homegrown tomatoes. on a baking dish, drizzle with olive oil
© CUT the tops off large tomatoes, and bake in the oven for 10 minutes
scoop out the flesh and mix with on medium heat. Serve as a side dish.
x chopped olives, fresh basil and fetta. © COMBINE finely chopped tomatoes
2 Put the filling inside the tomato and with chopped garlic, parsley, mint,
; eat fresh or grill for five minutes. olives and fetta. Drizzle with olive oil
g © FORM tomato stacks by topping and serve on a slice of toasted baguette.
< slices of a large tomato with fresh © MAKE a salsa with chopped tomato,
§ mozzarella and basil leaves. Season cucumber, garlic, fresh basil, olives and
g each layer and drizzle with olive oil. olive oil. Serve with fish or lamb. >
i ! | ;'ll . . .
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The easiest way to make
sure your tart has a lovely
light and crisp base is to
bake it upside down.

Ingredients

2 tablespoons olive oil

500g mixed heirloom tomatoes,
halved top to bottom or cut into
similar-sized pieces

2 tablespoons red wine or
balsamic vinegar

Y4 cup (40g) lightly packed
brown sugar

1 sheet frozen puff pastry, thawed

100g goat’s cheese

10 small fresh basil leaves

Freshly ground black pepper

Method

@ PREHEAT the oven to 225°C.
Heat the olive oil over low heat in
a 22-25cm ovenproof frying pan.

148 NOVEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

Arrange the tomato halves or pieces
in the pan, cut side down, starting
with the largest pieces and filling in
the gaps with the smaller pieces. Pile
any remaining pieces on top.

@ COOK the tomatoes for about

10 minutes or until the smaller pieces
are completely soft and juices are
bubbling around the sides of the pan.
© COMBINE the red wine or balsamic
vinegar and sugar in a small bowl,
then pour evenly over the tomatoes.
Remove the pan from the heat.

@ CUT the pastry into a round that

is slightly larger than the pan, then
working quickly, place the pastry

on top of the tomatoes. Tuck the
edges inside the pan so the pastry

completely covers the tomatoes.
Some juices will still escape. Bake

in the oven for 15 minutes or until
the pastry is crisp and golden.

© HOLD the pan handle, then shake
the pan firmly back and forth to make
sure the whole tart is loose. Invert

a large plate over the pan and, holding
the plate and pan very firmly, flip the
pan over to release the tart onto the
plate. Use a spatula to free any tomato
that is still stuck to the pan.

® CRUMBLE the goat’s cheese over
the tart and scatter with the basil
leaves. Season with pepper. Serve
warm or at room temperature.

TIP Cut out any hard white stem
cores from the tomatoes.
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Grow delicious
veggies you'll
love 10 share.
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What’'s on this November

FREE Kids™ D.1.Y. Workshops

)) Sunday 1

ART CLASS

Make your very own masterpiece
to take home

)) Saturday 14 and Sunday 15
SUSTAINABLE CHRISTMAS

Get helpful tips on sustainability
for the festive season

)) Saturday 7
WOODWORK

Sand, saw and hammer to
create a piece of art

)) Saturday 21 and Sunday 22
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Have fun while creating a present
for someone special

DRI EVA:S

FUN MOSAICS

Create a colourful piece
with mosaic tiles

)) Saturday 28 and Sunday 29

SANTA'S LITTLE HELPER

Help Santa create decorations and gifts
to make your Christmas extra special

Our workshops are held every weekend at 11am, 12.30pm and 2pm. For specific topics, ask instore or go to bunnings.com.au. If you
live in South Australia, speak to a team member or visit bunnings.com.au for details about our great one-on-one D.l.Y. workshops.
These workshops run from 10am to 4pm each Saturday and Sunday.

FREE Adult D.1.Y. Workshops

)) Sunday 1

DECKING

Pick up all the essential tips for
your outdoor deck project

)) Saturday 28 and Sunday 29
PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS

Get helpful tips and expert advice
to get organised this Christmas

)) Saturday 7 and Sunday 8
PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Learn expert tips and new skills
to get ready for the season

)) Saturday 14 and Sunday 15
SUSTAINABLE CHRISTMAS

Get helpful tips on sustainability
for the festive season

)) Saturday 21 and Sunday 22
OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING

Find out how to create the perfect
outdoor entertaining area

For more information on other instore events or to book,
call (03) 8831 9777 or visit bunnings.com.au
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JUST $25 KEEPS A PATIENT
IN HOSPITAL FOR A DAY

HOW MUCH 00ES iT (OST TO STAY iN HOSPITAL FOR ONE OAY?

In Australia it can be thousands of dollars. In Africa,
most people don't even have access to a hospital.

Mercy Ships is a unique, medical charity “bringing
hope and healing” using hospital ships. Their
volunteers deliver world-class health care to the
developing world, absolutely free.

You can help Mercy Ships volunteers bring hope and
healing. Just $25 keeps a patient in hospital for a day.

VISIT MERCYSHIPS.ORG.AU OR CALL 1300 MERCY SHIPS
Mercy Ships Australia, PO Box 1080, Caloundra Qld 4551. ACN: 097 037 922
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EXTRAORDINARY USES FOR

EGG
CARTONS

Rl STORAGE

Fill a cardboard egg carton with CONTAINER

briquettes, place it in the barbecue, With a dozen compartments,
then light. You can also fill cartons cardboard egg cartons are a natural
with tinder, such as small bits of wood for storing and organising small
and paper, and use it as a starter in items like loose change, buttons,
a fireplace or wood stove. screws, nuts and bolts, and even
fragile Christmas ornaments.

PLASTIC SEED
PROTECTOR SOWER

To help prevent rubbish bags Use cardboard egg cartons as
splitting open and making a mess, seed nurseries. Fill each section
put an open cardboard carton in with potting mix and plant a few
the bottom of the plastic bag. This seeds in each one. Once sprouted,
will protect it from tears and divide it into individual sections

punctures and create a base. ICE and plant, cardboard and all.

MAKER

If you're having a big party
or going on a picnic and need
to make a lot of ice, simply use
the bottom halves of clean
polystyrene egg cartons as
additional ice trays.
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A CUT ABOVE K RYOBI.

ryobi.com.au
 Ryobi ANZ

ONE BATTERY POWERS
OVER 40 TOOLS.
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REPAIR BUILD

CREATE

WITH LOCTITE
SUPER GLUE

Whatever you need to repair, build or create, there is a Loctite® Super Glue

specifically for your project.

NEED TO REPOSITION? NEED FLEXIBILITY?
FUSED
L, roceswpmeie MU oo super Glue
ROCTITE  poweR EASY GEL LOCTITE  powER FLEX

Foirta)
AT
G

. * Leather * Plostic c ‘ 3 * Rubber
E -3 * Rubber * Paper 4 * Wood
o \_. « *Wood * Porcelain d — « China
* Plastic

NEED MAXIMUM CONTROL?

&¥ . LOCTITE SUPER GLUE & 5 LOCTITE SUPER GLUE
L CONTROL LIQUID ‘g GEL CONTROL
¥+ New Diswasher Resistant ¥  * Precise Dispensing

- * Water Resistant * Metal [~ e
= .“ * Leather  « Plastic ey
= « Rubber Paper 3 * Rubber

- f * Plastic

"< *Wood * Porcelain

[ 70
.4 ¥« Odourless Solvent-Free g‘, ‘{'lq‘ *1 * Gel Control
* Repositionable * Metal /] i - * Exira Strong & Flexible

NEED PRECISION? IDEAL FOR HEAVY DUTY JOBS

LOCTITE SUPER GLUE  LARGER BOT LOCTITE SUPER GLUE
PRECISION : % PROFESSIONAL

* Extra Long Nozzle / ¥ -For Heavy Duty Jobs

. Wa'a.r Resistant : ﬁi“ / * Water Resistant -

* Plastic  * Porcelain — * Metal * Plastic

* Metal = Rubber = * Rubber  + Paper

* Wood  + Paper g & *Wood « Porcelain

ESPECIALLY FOR GLASS ESPECIALLY FOR PLASTICS

LOCTITE SUPER %57 LOCTITE SUPER GLUE
* _F  GlLUEGLASS ROCHITE | AuL puasTICS
G * Especially for Glass o . Especially for Plastics
* Diswasher Resistant f * Dry in 60 seconds

* Brown Glass * Crystal -
* Tinted Glass - * Wood * Paper

-
* Opaque Glass m 1 ¢ Plastic  * Porcelain
— 't * Metal  « Rubber
.

* Non Drip Gel Formula
* Metal * Plastic

* Wood * Paper

- * Rubber  + Porcelain
s & - * Leather

nozzle.

——
LOCTITE.

Never lets you down.

GLUE GEL a CRYSTAL CLEAR
EPOXY - 60 SEC

Combines a crystal clear
epoxy with o self mixing

* Holds up fo 60kg
* Sets Cleor

LOCTITE PRE-MIXED
CRYSTAL CLEAR
EPOXY- 5 MIN

Combines a crystal clear
epoxy with a self mixing
nozzle.

* Holds up to 140kg

* Sets Clear

Available at

Z2UNNINGS
warehouse

bunnings.com.au

For more information about Loctite products call 1800 810 280 or visit www.loctite-consumer.com.au



