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Even Screws = g
Every Time

Powered by Smart

T30 LI-ION+
Technology

Bosch PowerControl Innovation for perfect screw driving — Available on the Generation Il PSR 18 LI-2
The first screw acts as a measure with the smart PowerControl display which indicates the required torque
settings to complete your DIY project. To ensure the drill stops when the screw is flush against the surface,
adjust the dial to meet the indicator light. Never have uneven screws in your projects again!

Takes the guess work out of your next project. You’ll be amazed.

Check out the Bosch website: www.bosch-do-it.com.au



Display on drill
lights up showing
the required torque
settings for the rest
of your project

Complete the
first screw

Bosch PowerControl ensures
the drill stops when the
screw is flush

%

@ BOSCH

Invented for life




SPECIALIST.
LAWNE/GARDEN

TOOL & EQUIPMENT CARE

WD-40® Specialist® LAWN & GARDEN is a complete range of products designed
to clean, lubricate and protect your garden tools and equipment.



&

SPECIALIST SPECIALIST SPECIALIST SPECIALIST

LAWNZ GARDEN LAWNZ:GARDEN LAWNE GARDEN LAWNZ GARDEN

POWERFUL FOAMING GENERAL USE WATER PROTECTIVE HEAVY DUTY

CLEANER SILICONE REAS

L

WATER BASED CITRUS FORMULA © | LUBRICATES EXpOSED JOINTS & PARTS . PROTECTS WITH A CLEAR DAY FILM ' WEATHER RESISTANT WHITE LITHIUM GREASE
REMOVES 0IL, GREASE & RESIDUE % CLEANS METAL SURFACES WATERPROOFS AGAINST WEATHER PREVENTS RUST & CORROSION
FAST ACTING & EASY T0 RINSE ¥ PROTECTS GARDEN EQUIPMENT LUBRICATES & PREVENTS RESIOUE STICHING LONG LASTING WEAR PROTECTION

KEEP YOUR GARDEN TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
WORKING BETTER FOR LONGER

Available at

Z2UNNINGS
:hou
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HANDY STUFF
Watch the Grand Final in
style with these great buys

BUYER’S GUIDE

Choose the right pendant
light to suit your space

DREAM BATHROOM

How to create a luxurious retreat

BATHROOM MAKEOVER
A tiny space gets a designer update

VANITY REVAMP

Update with tile and laminate paint

FROM DAGGY TO DAZZLING

New surfaces refresh a bathroom

SAVE ON YOUR RENO
Budget-busting bathroom ideas

CREATE YOUR OWN RETREAT

Design a resort-style bathroom

10 DAY RENO
Update an entire house for $12,500

INVESTMENT NIGHTMARES
Avoid these property pitfalls



64

72

78

80

ALL SQUARE
Be inspired by this holiday home

BACKIN BLACK
Stain bare timber floorboards

DINING ROOM REDESIGN
Create French country style DIY

DESIGN HACKS

Make over one cabinet three ways

SHOWCASE SHELVING

Build floor-to-ceiling shelves

92 ACCESSORISE THE KITCHEN
Update with easy-to-install extras

94 DIY WALL TILING
Tile a splashback in the kitchen

96 COMPACT DESIGNS

Landscape tricks for a lush garden

102 ADD A POND
Design a safe haven for wildlife

106 POT UP A POND
Create a portable water feature

108 CHOOSE A MOWER
Buy the right grass cutter for you

122 THIS MONTH

Get the garden in good shape
for the warm months ahead

126 THE BUZZ ON BEES

Plant flowers to attract these
pollinators to the garden

130 MADE FOR THE SHADE

Brighten a shady garden with
plants that thrive without sun

137 PERFECT PROPAGATION

Grow new plants from seeds,
cuttings and division

144 12 ESSENTIAL EDIBLES

Add these herbs to your vegetable
patch for homegrown flavour

152 5 EXTRAORDINARY
USES FOR ALUMINIUM FOIL
Save vegies from garden pests
with this useful all-rounder
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To make a coastal cottage pop, pair dark
timber floors with crisp white paint

STUART SCOTT

or a bold contrast against the
F white walls, this timber floor was

refinished with a dark stain, giving
the room a dramatic, modern look.

Glass doors link the living space

with the deck to create an open, flexible
area for entertaining, while allowing
plenty of natural light inside. Lush
tropical plants create a resort-style feel.

Mimosa Westin Folding
Timber Chair, $70,
Triple Planted 200mm from Bunnings.
Bangalow Palm, $20,
from Bunnings.

Four- - iei |
| Year-old Frankje Is an English springer spaniél

k Japan
Feast Watson Blac!
Floor Finish, $92 for 4L.
feastwatson.com.au

LSA International
42cm Column Vase, $126.
amara.com

e

Hume Doors & Timber Joinery
Entrance Door, 2040 x 820 x 40mm,
$162. humedoors.com.au
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REPAIR BUILD
CREATE eeelie

Whatever you need to repair, build or create, there is a Loctite® Super Glue
specifically for your project.

NEED TO REPOSITION? NEED FLEXIBILITY? NEED PRECISION? IDEAL FOR HEAVY DUTY JOBS
INFUSED
= LocTiTE super Glug "R LOCTITE SUPER GLUE W7 LOCTITE SUPER GLUE  LARGERBOTTLE | 5CTITE SUPER GLUE
OCTITE  powER EASY GEL LOCTITE  pOWER FLEX BOCTITE | ppecisioN SSHIE  PROFESSIONAL
ﬁ:ﬁ:; @ = Odourless Solvent-Free E, %:]J', ¥ = Gel Control @ * Extra Long Mozzle '& B k * For Heavy Duty Jobs
* Repositionable * Metal ""' ' l? * Extra Strong & Flexible By * Water Resistant ii — ' * Water Resistant
* Leather * Plostic b ‘j W ° Rubber * Leather * Plostic  * Porcelain R— * Metal * Plastic
* Rubber * Paper : 4 * Wood * Metal * Metal  » Rubber = = * Rubber » Paper
* Wood * Porcelain & == . * China * Paper * Wood  » Poper e s * Wood * Porcelain
* Plastic
NEED MAXIMUM CONTROL? ESPECIALLY FOR GLASS ESPECIALLY FOR PLASTICS
aos - ; DISHWASHER\ ocrrme super % LOCTITE SUPER GLUE
EF [ LOCIITE SUPER GLUE y LOCTITE SUPER GLUE SNFE OCTITE SU -
LOCTITE.  conrroL LIQUID EOSHITE  GEL conTROL Wi CUEouss KOSTIE  AuwpuasTics
4 * New Diswasher Resistant @ J * Precise Dispensing ’ ‘S}"‘: vy * Especially for Glass * Especially for Plastics
d s Wetar Rasistant: * Metal B - System - »‘ - * Diswasher Resistant - * Dry in 60 seconds
—“ S Unrthiar | o Flosiic : “ * Metal * Leather g =1 * Opaque Glass Fﬂ * Plastic  * Porcelain
= * Rubber  « Paper ‘ = * Rubber  * Poper ( * Brown Glass * Crystal = V.‘ & Metal * Rubber
e 2 * Wood » Parcelain ! = Ly & Plastic * Porcelain = * Tinted Gloss Ve = *Wood * Paper
VERTICAL APPLICATIONS NEED MORE STRENGTH? USE LOCTITE EPOXY - MULTI PURPOSE
LOCTITE SUPER !‘ - !T‘ LOCTITE PRE-MIXED LOCTITE PRE-MIXED
GLUE GEL il CRYSTAL CLEAR CRYSTAL CLEAR
* Non-Drip Gel Formula B EPOXY - 60 SEC EPOXY- 5 MIN

* Metal * Plostic
* Wood * Paper
* Rubber = Porcelain

Combines a crystal clear Combines a crystal clear

epoxy with a self mixing epoxy with a self mixing

nozzle. nozzle.

* Leather </ Flalds ip 1o 40kg + Holds up fo 140kg
* Sets Clear * Sets Clear
il Available at
LOCTITE. ZUNNINGS
warehouse
Never lets you down. bunnings.com.au

For more information about Loctite products call 1800 810 280 or visit www.loctite-consumer.com.au
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ABOVE Bees love species roses,
such as Rosa rugosa, see page 126.
BELOW A freestanding bathtub
takes centrestage, see page 22.

-

eptember heralds the start of
spring, so we're gearing up to
get busy in the garden.
This issue of Handyman features
what to plant to attract honey bees,
as these beneficial insects are essential
to human food sources, on page 126.
We also suggest flowers and shrubs
you can plant to brighten those tricky
shady areas of the garden, on page 130.

Bathroom makeovers
One of the most important rooms in
the house, and one that can seal the
deal when selling, is the bathroom.
When choosing what you're going
to do to update it, there are factors to
consider, including the budget and
amount of DIY you want to participate
in, plus deciding if it should be a quick
facelift or a full-on renovation.
We show you how to paint tiles
for instant impact and how to give the
whole bathroom a cosmetic makeover.
It is amazing what difference a new
towel rail, taps and handles can do to
revamp this space, on page 34.

5
PRODUCT O
THE MONTH

Give the garden a good watering
with the new-generation Gardena
Premium SuperFlex Hose.

It features a unique Power Grip
Profile, which provides the perfect
connection and also makes the hose
easier to roll up and slide.

There’s also a bathroom overhaul
done by tradies where the budget was
less of a concern, on page 30.

Investment property secrets
Dipping your toe into the investment
property market can be scary, and good
planning is important. Find out how
to maximise your return by avoiding
five common mistakes, on page 60.

Deciding what to spend money on
when renovating depends on the area,
so it’s best to get local advice first.

But there are lots of ways to make
a place appealing to potential tenants.
On page 52, we feature a before and
after makeover I've just completed
and show just what can be achieved
in 10 days with $12,500.

Enjoy the issue,

/

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

Available in 15 or 30m lengths,
itis pressure and kink resistant
and comes with a 30-year warranty.
Visit gardena.com for more info.
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STANLEY

GET YOUR GEAR
MOVING...

STANLEY FATMAX®
240L JOB CHEST
The STANLEY FATMAX® 240L Job Chest a O
features heavy duty metal latches and TN  1P65

tough rubber coated wheels. Aluminium
top rails can be used to secure additional

equipment and the injected water seal BUN. N.| |N. GS

helps keep your gear dry. Great for storing T

Available at

tools, camping equipment and much more.
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Get handy DIY hints
and how-to videos
every day
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TIMELESS

STARTS WITH CORINTHIAN

THE MODA COLLECTION

A door is a statement of what to expect as you enter a room. That’s why Sally
Klopper of Sally Caroline Interior Design starts with Corinthian’s Moda
Collection. With 24 timeless designs to choose from, a Moda door will be
right at home in your home. To watch Sally talk about her timeless design
principles, visit Corinthian.com.au

CORINTHIAN
DOORS

A JELD'WEN Company
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DIY SECURITY & BARRIER DOORS
FITTING IS CHILLD’S PLAY

Super strong Security and Barrier Doors available now, range of
colours and grille types, plus fixed and adjustable sizes that make it
easy to fit just about any opening. Quality Doric locks and hardware
all backed by manufacturers warranty.

& Certmark

Protect your most prized assets tod :
g 1SO 9001
CMI-MS70003

MAKE IT

LAY LN show you how at www.protectoraluminium.com.au
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GUIDE
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Cheer your team to victory in style
and comfort with these sporty finds

ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

Boundary bag

Ease back and enjoy the game in

a limited edition Sherrin Football
Bean Bag, $130. Crafted from
premium faux leather, it features
an easy-fill funnel system and dual
zip, making it simple to assemble.
Just add 200-250L of beans.
lifeliveitup.com.au

Table tournament
Battle it out with friends to be the

best on the XD Design Gol Tabletop
Soccer Game, $150 (optocoonline.com).
Featuring a 3-3 line set-up, it measures
a compact 55 x 52 x 12.9cm in size, so
it’s easy to move about.

ca ps Off ’;":::i; ! Get your gz?ne face on with the

Open a cold one and i six water-based, non-toxic colours Wear your team'’s colours

cool off after the final ' it P s | in the Boyle Industries Crafty with pride by putting on

play with a Bottlepops | & B Faces Face & Body Paint Kit, $15. an adult’s official home .
Bottle Opener, $15. 4 They're quick to dry or rinse off jersey, from $100. Moisture %
Just push down to gt I8 4 (boyleindustries.com.au). wicking technology will

pop a lid and hear up to \ o | - - keep you dry despite the

25 unique sound files. : D ) Ci ’ stress of the score line. >

bottlepops.com.au e I fangear.com

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015 15



ScotchBlue Painter’'s Tape for Exterior Surfaces

EXTERIOR

Metal | Painted Wood | Vinyl | Glass

# Sun | =3 Wind | 4 Humidity & Rain

T™ * For use on metal, vinyl, painted
SCOtCh Blue wood and glass
H ) » Quick snap tear, waterproof backing
Pal nter S Ta pe and heavy duty adhesive
E XTE R I OR * Removes cleanly - no adhesive
transfer or slivering

3M, Scotch, ScotchBlue, the BLUE
colour of the tape and the Plaid ’

Design ar demarks of 3M. )U N-NINGS

Available at

ScotchBlue™. See what you can do. Bl 4 oo e

au' bunnings.com.au
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HANDY STUFF

: p of the league ladder last year.

i t
The Rabbitohs tackled their way to the.:!

CONGRATULATIONS .. |

‘OHS!

Listenin Pitch position
Don’t miss a moment of finals footy Watch the play by play from
with the moisture-resistant AEG a Primus King Aluminium Highback
18V Compact Radio, $79. Tune into Chair, $85. It’s lightweight and has
AM or FM stations or listen in on nl aremovable headrest, a cushioned
your phone via an AUX input jack. ’ [ seat, an insulated drink holder,
Designed for tough environments, "1 a magazine holder and a carry bag.
this radio has a six-year warranty. " The alloy frame can hold 130kg.
aegpowertools.com.au : : companionbrands.com.au

Power pack Try-line tracker

Set up a sideline support crew to cheer KICk-Off cuisine Keep the ref in check with the
on your team with the Ryobi Parallel Pack some protein into players XD Design Everest Binoculars, $50
Capable Digital Inverter Generator, post game with the BeefEater (optocoonline.com). With eight

$899 (ryobi.com.au). Two generators Bugg Portable BBQ with stand, times magnification and lenses with
can be connected , - $359. It features two powerful a 21mm diameter, you'll see every
and the four-stroke independently controlled stainless mistake, knock-on and
engine runs for steel burners and the high hood try up close and
five hours with an ensures even heat distribution. personal. Pick
auto idle function beefeaterbbg.com from three bright
for fuel economy. : colour options. >

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015 17
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Game-day grub

Bring your A-game into the kitchen
to serve a feast to friends with
delicious recipes from Food + Beer
by Ross Dobson, $45. It features
over 80 recipes designed around
your favourite brews and a history
on matching beer with food.
murdochbooks.com.au

Beus Dobien

Fuel up fans

Keep the crowd keen with
some quality coffee kept
warm in an XD Design
Bopp Hot Thermos, $50
(optocoonline.com). The
600ml flask has a double
wall and a cup
with a handle
that doubles
as the lid.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

Team tucker

Set out a spread in the stands with
the Satara Luxury Four-person
Picnic Backpack, $79. Kitted

out with cutlery, plates, napkins

and plastic cups for four, it also
has a cheese-cutting board and
salt and pepper shakers.
satara.com.au

| bunnings.com.au

Sideline sipper

Toast taking the trophy home without
the risk of stains with the
Asobu Vino2Go Tumbler,
$20 (beyondcool.com.au).
Able to hold 300ml, the
double-walled insulated
vessel doesn’t sweat,
keeping the liquid

inside the perfect
temperature to taste. &

PICTURE (MAIN) GETTY IMAGES



Whether a few thousand people are using your
bathroom or just one.
Make it worlk with colour and style using Sika®.

_-—"'L_ =
Avoilable ot BUILDING TRUST A

BUNNINGS i wiTH SIKA

bunnings.com.au
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St i Sheer shade
- » : ' % . _ The geometric steel shade of
' 1 'q 1 i the Brilliant Lighting 38.5cm ’
‘ : |]‘ 4 ‘| I Matrix Pendant, $145, gives
n | [t 2l L . tl any area a modern edge.
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Grand design - - -
Add a touch of elegance :

to a room with the Mercator

Dolce 40W Brushed Chrome

Five-light Pendant, $125.

Industrial chic

Make a statement in your
home with the sleek lines of ¢
the Brilliant Lighting 47cm

Exotic charm

. . . v.e
Hugo Charcoal Pendant, $104. * : ¢ _ Like an oriental look?
: Install a Rouge Living 40cm
>y B Shanghai Bamboo Pendant,

$110, with a chrome canopy.

20 SEPTEMEER 2015 Australian Handyman



Let every room shine bright with your signature

style by choosing from this new range of pendants

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT J

PICTURE (BACKGROUND) THINKSTOCK

Modern matt

Update a space with the
black and gold Verve Hana
36cm Pendant, $70, with
a 1.5m suspension cord.

' Stone stunner

Light the night using the
contemporary Bussi Concrete
Pendant, $59, with a cool grey

exterior and gold interior.

Budget beam

Cut lighting costs by -
installing the super-efficient
Brilliant Lighting 16.5cm
Clyde LED Pendant, $126.

&
v L

kot
Natural glow

Create a cosy ambience
with the Rouge Living 44cm
Black Acacia Pendant, $149,
crafted from woven rattan.

L

. f
Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015 21



caroma Cupid Above

in, from $579.
Count:;'::ns:.‘co ) Add affordable luxury by

updating the most visible

and frequently used parts
of the bathroom, like
tapware and lighting.

© Get more bathroom design ideas

Like us at facebook.com/HandymanMagazine




igh-end bathrooms are one
of the most sought after
features in a modern home, e |

and it’s easy to see why. A relaxing, N7
comfortable haven makes a house =3
more liveable and increases value.
When creating a new bathroom
from scratch, devote as much space
to it as possible. Large layouts allow
for inclusions like a bathtub, dual
basins and extra storage.
If space is at a premium, focus !
on high-quality additions.

O
A bathroom |
haven needs to y
be tidy, spacious
and streamlined

e

o

The definition of opulence =
has to be a designer bathtub. i
Position it in the centre of
the room to show off its

- shapely curves or in front of

——

-~ awindow to take in the view.
L . ks il
— L 4 e |
s ::rj“._,- ~. = "

% - . - o » R
-~

A concealed cistern toilet is
a must-have for a minimalist
bathroom. Have the cistern
ol installed in the ceiling or
- wall and tuck the loo away in
_L_‘. a nook to keep the room tidy.

RE CAROMA

ane Invisi
$1074.

Caroma Urb
series |l Toilet Suite,



Mondelia

VIVACE

CREATE A DESIGNER LOOK
THAT IS SURE TO IMPRESS.

From classic to contemporary, Mondella makes a real
designer statement. The NEW Vivace range of bathroom
products offers a stylish; ultra-modern matte black finish,
is manufactured to the highest standards and has the

added confidence of a.5 year warranty.

Available at

BUN NI GS
See the full Mondella bathroom and kitchen range in selected = JSE

Bunnings Warehouse stores or visit the Bunnings Warehouse website bunnings.com.au




PICTURE THE PHOTO DINER

IXL Neo Tastic 3-in-1 Fasn,
Heater and Light, $815-
ixlappliances.com.au

Matt black bathroom

fixtures are a hot design | ————
trend at the moment, and

this look works especially

well when paired with

timber or white surfaces.

Timber softens a modern
monochrome colour scheme
and the organic texture
adds warmth to the room.
Choose a duckboard mat
for hygiene and style.

- DESIGN TIP

Install a frameless
glass shower screen
and a large mirror to
iIncrease the sense of
space in a bathroom.

A luxury bathroom needs

to be warm and inviting, and
a combination light, heater
and fan achieves this while
providing ventilation in the
the one compact appliance.

Use designer surfaces
High-quality tiles and benchtops
make a big impact in a bathroom.
Select premium surfaces like marble
for feature walls and contrast this with
modern flooring for a designer look.

Black is back when it comes to
bathrooms, with classic monochrome
getting a contemporary update.

Matt black fixtures catch the eye
while hexagonal tiles add interest by
creating a striking geometric pattern.

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015




Boost the light
Skylights increase the
light levels in a room,
but it’s not always possible
to install a standard type,
especially on the ground
floor of a two-storey home.
The Illume Solar Shaftless
Skylight System, from $195,
uses a solar panel and LEDs to
replicate natural light indoors
(kimprod.com.au).
Sensors adjust the
brightness of the skylight to
match the light levels outside.

o

Skylights and windows can
brighten up a bathroom by

o

flooding it with natural light. :

Install a shaftless system in

rooms where a traditional
skylight isn’t possible.

li
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1 Attach the solar panel
Measure the length of the tile pitch
and adjust the solar panel brackets to
match. Remove tiles to expose battens,
then attach the brackets to the battens
using the supplied screws. Feed the
transfer cable under the ridge cap into
the roof space, then replace the tiles.

BT
= \TEMPLATE
L) vy
TAPE 2
MEASURE |

b

JAB SAW

2 GCut the ceiling hole

Secure the panel template to the
ceiling with thumb tacks, checking
that it’s square with the wall. Mark
the cut-out on the ceiling with

a pencil, then cut along the lines
using a jab saw. Pull the transfer
cable through the hole in the ceiling.

SPRING
CLIPS

i} 5= o=

Sone 43
.‘3{‘3 AN CABLE
= CONTROL &
' /Box ;

J Install the light panel

Plug the transfer cable into the control
box, then plug the light panel into the
other side and check the panel turns
on. Attach the spring clips to the panel,
pull them back and insert the panel
into the hole, ensuring there is no
insulation on the top of the panel.

PICTURES ILLUME



EMBRACE AN
EFFORTLESS
SENSE OF
STYLE

Enigma exudes a sense of wellbeing with its bold,
geometric looks and sleek proportions. Its strikingly
signature design combines with a functional, robust
quality, making it perfectly suited to the rigors of
family life.

Enigma Basin Mixer available now at Bunnings.
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RENOVATE
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Seal the gaps
When installing new
bathtubs or vanities,

there will always be a tiny gap
between the edge of the fixture
and the tiles. If water gets into
this gap, it can cause damage.
Silicone should be used
to seal all new fixtures to
prevent water penetration
from causing damage in
a new bathroom.
Waterproofing must be
done professionally, but
you can seal DIY.

Sikasil-CAP off White
silicone Sealant, about $10
for 300ml. aus. sika.com

1 Protect the surfaces
Apply strips of masking tape to
either side of the gap, about 4mm
apart. Cut the nozzle from the silicone
at 45° keeping the hole smaller than
the gap for greater control.
TIP Cut the nozzle neatly, as jagged
edges create furrows in the bead.
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A good bathtub
can create a spa,
experlence at home

0

2 Lay an even bead

Start at one end and continue to the
other. Pull the trigger slowly and
steadily, pushing the caulking gun
away from you and adjusting the rate
to match variations in flow speed.

TIP Lift the gun and release the trigger
once you reach the end of the gap.

@ smooth the bead

Using a finger dipped in soapy water,
run along the bead continuously
from one end to the other, applying
enough pressure to create a smooth,
even surface. Remove the masking
tape and excess silicone immediately,
then allow to dry for 24 hours.

PICTURE [MAIN] THINKSTOCK



DIY TIP

To avoid cracks in the
silicone, fill the bathtub
three-quarters full before
sealing, then leave for

24 hours while it dries.

Everloc Xpressions
Double Corner Basket,
$64. everloc.com.au

Smart storage
A streamlined bathroom needs
clever storage solutions, as there
is nothing luxurious about clutter.

Naleo" Self Adhesive Suction and self-adhesive
Toilet Roll Refil; Holder. accessories allow removable

$24. naleon.com.ay ' storage on any smooth surface
for all your essential items.

Brilliapt ceilings
make perfect
rooms '

ight & SPACE

CEILING

Dulux Light & Space Ceiling creates a beautiful pure
white setting to any room. The concentrated titanium
pigment formula provides ultimate hiding power and a
brilliant white finish to help you maximise all available
light while opening up the smallest spaces.

Find out more at dulux.com.au m

©Dulux, Worth doing, worth Dulux and Light & Space are

registered trade marks of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty Ltd. Worth do"'lg, worth Dulux.




BATHROOM
MAKEOVER

A sharp eye for style and a bit of imagination
are key to a quick and successful renovation

SITA SIMONS DYLAN FALECKI

his old semi in Sydney’s

inner west had seen a mix

of updates and DIY projects

over the years. The toilet,
as was often the way until the '50s,
was out in the backyard.

With a baby on the way, the
owners had a three-month window
to bring the toilet inside and create
a functional, stylish space on a tiny
footprint of 2 x 2m.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

They called on the expertise of
builder Dylan Falecki from Network
Ten'’s The Living Room. After a trip to
Bunnings, everything for the reno
was on the back of Dylan’s ute.

With the addition of a few items
the couple already owned, and one
standout feature of an unusual black
toilet, the renovation totalled $25,000,
including the cost of the tradesmen,
and was completed in a week.




Quirky charm
The creative couple were not in the
market for a traditional bathroom.
Black and white floor tiles and
the subway tiling on the walls is
a nod to the era of the house, but the
other elements are about personality
and doing things a bit differently.
While the black and white colour
scheme is striking, the brief was
mostly about traditional texture.
‘They didn’t want any polished,
refined finishes. The sanded and

waxed old oak door, matt floor, and
the ceiling colour all reflect the feel
of the period,’ says Dylan.

There was a bit of remedial work
that had to be dealt with first.

‘The old waterproofing had failed
and had to be redone. That led to
water issues causing rot, and a number
of the floor joists had to be replaced.

‘Compressed fibro flooring was
laid, then we built the bath hub, put
in the bath, started tiling, and it went
from go to whoa in about a week.’

BUDGET TIP

Choose ceramic washers
for the tapware, as they
don’t need replacing,
which will save you
money in the long term.

EXPERT
SECRETS

Always fit a bath twice
so it will never move.
Sit it on the sand and
cement bed and fill it
with water overnight.

Remove and refit it

after applying silicone
sheets to the mould.
Dylan Falecki, builder
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Cutting costs

The price of materials and fittings is
often based on decorative details, and
the cost of an acrylic bath can range
from $700 to more than $2000.

‘Decide what you need to spend
money on by looking closely at these
differences,” says Dylan.

‘Tiles vary massively in price and
usually the main difference is not the
quality, but that the cheaper one can
vary in size by half a millimetre.

‘A good tiler will allow for this, but
it may take them a bit longer. Weigh up
the cost of their time against the cost
of the tiles, then decide,” he says.

Spend money on the items
you touch the most often,

DESIGN TIP ‘i

Stick to a simple

A toilet is another item

palette of three colours, worth researching to get

using two primary and
one complementary
accent shade.

the right one. The black
toilet from Kohler was the
luxury splurge here.
The vanity is an upcycled
dressing table, which saved
money and added personality.



Feast Watson Liming White.
The statement vanity was an old i

dressing table, sanded back, painted % Ina]{e

and sealed, with just a few cuts in the
back to accommodate the plumbing

e °
o all white
! °
g GE T T H E For information on how to change from your
L O OK existing finish to Feast Watson Liming White
: Floor Finish, see www.feastwatson.com.au

Follow us on @ ??_,

iEAST VWATSON

- Base iti J e @ =) i
Dulux Aquanamel Deep int Philips Wall spot Chrome |
Semi Gloss Enamel Paint, Round Aquafit Vanity Light =
$51 for 1L. dulux.com.au $22. Ph"ips.com.au , | IMING WHITE FLOOR FINS |

e
Everhard Virtue Square Johnson Tiles 200X onln;ile
Semi-recessed Vitreous Ching Waringa White Ceramic Wa e ENRICHING AUSTRALIAN TIMBER
Basin, $193. everhard.com.ay 60c each. johnsontiles.com-

SINCE 1922

—

Feast Watson is a registered trade mark.
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VAN ..

To get a smooth,
professional finish and

I 2 I l\/l I avoid brush marks, use
a mini roller to apply

paint to tiles.

Painting the tiles and installing new
fittings rejuvenated this bathroom

WORDS LEE DASHIELL MAIN PICTURE GEOFF BECK

athroom makeovers can be
B costly, particularly if you start
ripping out floor and wall tiles.

Doing it this way will most likely
mean hiring tilers and specialised
tradies to complete the work, which
will have a big effect on the cost.

This bathroom renovation had
a tight DIY budget, so the floor and
wall tiles were left intact and surface
treatments were applied instead.

The overall look of this bathroom
was tired and dated, but the surfaces
were all in excellent condition, so it
was inexpensive and easy to totally
transform it in a weekend.

Before starting work, a plumber
replaced the old sink with a modern
square-edged basin and shiny taps.

Painting surfaces
that are in good
condition is a much
more budget-friendly
alternative than
replacing them

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

White laminate paint was applied
to the vanity doors, which were given
sleek chrome handles to tie in with
the modern new look of the room.

The tiles were then thoroughly
cleaned, sanded and painted using
a tile cleaner, primer and paint.
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Paint Partner 10-piece White Knight White Tile Bondall Tileguard Tile
Mini Roller Kit, about $6, Paint, about $46 for 1L. & Grout Cleaner, $15 for
from Bunnings. whiteknightpaints.com.au 750mLl. bondall.com.au
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R, PAINT THE TILES

I WALL
TILE

TILE
CLEANER

Clean the tiles

Scrub the tiles and grout with a mix
of one part bleach to 10 parts water
to remove mould, then leave to dry.
Spray with tile cleaner, then leave for
30 seconds to give the cleaner time to
work on the surface of the tiles. Wipe
off the cleaner with a wet sponge to
remove soap scum and oil.

R )\

Apply the primer
Stir the primer well, then pour into
a roller tray. Paint small areas of the
tiles at a time, using a microfibre mini
roller and a brush to cut in the edges
and around tricky areas such as taps.
Roll on the primer in a zigzag pattern,
then smooth out, working from the
top to the base. Allow to dry.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

ABRASIVE
PAPER

_

Sand the tiles
Give the tiles a light sand all over
using 240 grit wet/dry abrasive
paper and a sanding block to create
a rough matt surface. This will help
the paint adhere better to the tiles.
Wash and rinse off the tiles using
a wet sponge and clean water, then
leave to dry completely.

FIRST
COAT

( ROLLER

—

PRIMER

Paint the first coat
Lightly sand the tiles with 240 grit
paper and wipe down. Apply the first
coat with the roller, cutting in with
a brush. Paint a small area at a time
in a zigzag pattern, then roll smooth.
When the paint is spread and only
a little is left on the roller, go over the
area in one direction from top to base.

PAINTER'S -
TAPE

Mask the edges
Use painter’s tape to mask off the
walls at the floor and ceiling and any
other edges. Press firmly on the edge
of the tape along the area that is to
be painted to give a clean finish. Fill
any cracks with grout or gap filler and
leave to dry. Position drop sheets on
the floor to avoid paint splashes.

TOP
COAT

X ROLLER
]

[ d

Finish the painting
Store the brush and roller in water
until the first coat of paint is dry, then
squeeze out the water. Lightly sand
the tiles with 600 grit paper, then
wipe off the dust. Apply the top coat
using the same technique as for the
first coat. Allow to dry for a day, then
wait a week until fully cured.

PICTURES LEE DASHIELL



medium shelf @

XPRESSIONS bathroom accessories

shower caddy ®
large shelf @

dental station @
corner basket @

medium shelf @

utensils cup ®
soap dish @

double corner basket @

vanity mirror @

X,

EVERLOC

SUCTION SYSTEM

wwul.everloc.com.au

® Innovative Design
@ Fasy to Install
® Patented suction system

® Durable Stainless Steel &
Polycarbonate

@ Holds up to 15kg
@ No tools required

@ Designed in Australia

holding
capacity®

=ight rafing apg

Available at

AN NN
“warehouse |

bunnings.com.au



Drab to fab
Everything in this bathroom was

functional, so we just revamped it.

The vanity top was refinished
and the doors painted, while the
bathtub was resurfaced.

White tile paint, a clear glass
shower screen and venetians
completed the transformation.
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" BUDGET TIP

Keep a colour theme
going in small ways,
such as with towels, to
create a cohesive look
without spending big.

Trade secrets
Renovation expert Cherie Barber
uses tile and laminate paint on
many of her budget makeovers
for an instant impact at little cost.
Across Australia, she has
overseen many dramatic
bathroom makeovers.
Here she shares some of
her recent transformations.

Chaotic to classy
In true "70s style, the old bathroom
was a riot of colour and wallpaper,

and felt cramped and disorganised.

Painting the walls and tiles and
installing a new shower screen
and mirror reinvigorated the room.

A replacement vanity provided
the utility and storage needed.

PICTURES CHERIE BARBER



IDEAL WINTON

VINYL TILES

45 SERIES

45.7cm x 45.7cm
(5 tiles = 1sp. mtr)

7 YEAR They are sutable | SELF STICK
Domestic Warranty WET AREAS For quick instaliment

30.5cm x 30.5cm
(10.75 tiles = 1sp. mtr)

3 YEAR They are sutatie for SELF STICK
Domestic Warranty WET AREAS For quick instaliment

Black & \&'hite Cheq Grey / Blue Stone Green Slate Strip Parquet

Available at
Circhn
IDEAL helpline 03 9562 8298

bunnings.com.au




BUDGET TIP

Make a big impact on
a tiny budget by keeping
the layout the same but

painting the surfaces
and updating the fittings.
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PICTURE (BACKGROUND) THINKSTOCK

TO DAZZLING

New surfaces and modern fittings refresh
this dated bathroom on a modest budget

AND CHERIE BARBER

: If there was ever a magic wand
' % of the renovating world, it'd . FRE E .
have to be resurfacing products.
Tile, laminate and bathtub paints VIRTUAL
allow you transform a room without
having to replace any surfaces. MAKE OVER
Without them, your only option
for a dingy old bathroom like this \.—' e
would be to gut it and start from

scratch. And that, without question,
would be an expensive task. Cherie Barber is the owner

B¢

of Renovating For Profit,
The reno plan a company dedicated to
I'd put the era of this bathroom teaching people how to
around the 1960s, which add value to their property
probably means asbestos and through smart renovation.
dubious old plumbing. Sheis also a public
We'll leave that can of speaker and TV renovator
worms unopened and break on the popular Network Ten
out the paint cans instead! show The Living Room.
The main thing this Cherie is offering
P, bathroom needs is a coat of a free virtual makeover to
paint for the tiles, vanity and Handyman readers in need
bathtub, plus new flooring. of renovation inspiration.
Add a frameless glass shower Send us a photo and
screen, plus new handles and description of an area
taps, and you have a budget reno in your home that needs
that will modernise this small space work for the chance to
without costing a small fortune. get a free makeover.
I reckon you could do this revamp To upload your photos,
for about $500, and the best part is, go to handyman.net.au/

you won't need a plumber. virtual-makeover.



SIX STEPS
TO SUCCESS

@ CLEAN THE SURFACES

The crucial thing with any

resurfacing product is to

start with a completely

smooth, clean and

dust-free surface.
Otherwise, all

your hard work will

be wasted when the -'c-!'g_'?)

new surface peels "E}T:;"

away because it

hasn’t adhered.

Glitz Domestic Cleaner,
$5 for 1.25L.
cleanwithglitz.com.au
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@ APPLY THE PRIMER
With a clean, dry surface
and all the vanity handles
removed, it’s time to lay
on the primer, also known
as undercoat.

It needs to go on all the
tiles that are
to be painted,
as well as
on the retro
vanity and
the storage
cupboard.

White Knight Tile & Laminate
Primer, $45 for 1L.
whiteknightpaints.com.au

@ RESURFACE THE TUB
That green bathtub is in
good condition for its age,
which makes it a perfect
candidate for resurfacing
in fresh white.

It's labour e
intensive but, for
under $100, it’s
worth the effort
and will make
the tub look
like new.

Knight

White Knight Tub & Basin
Paint, $80 for 500mL.
whiteknightpaints.com.au

@ PAINT THE SURFACES
We’ll paint the benchtop
in a dark colour and
contrast it with off-white
for the vanity.

A clear top coat will
help protect
the surface for
years of use.

Crisp white
paint will also
transform the

tiles and walls. b

White Knight White Laminate
Paint, $47 for 1L.
Whiteknightpaints.com.au

© ADD A SCREEN
Glass panels have come
down a lot in price, so our
lean budget will stretch to
replacing the shower
curtain and rod.

You can pick
one up off the
shelf for under
$200, but it may
cost more if it
needs to be
custom made.

Highgrove 2000 x 600 x 10mm
Glass Shower Panel Kit, $196.
highgroveglass.com.au

G LAY VINYL FLOORING
My favourite timber-look
vinyl flooring, Gerflor, can
go straight over that lino.
It's waterproof and looks |
fantastic. Just peel off the
backing and stick it down.
The final touch is to
cover the grim security
mesh with a micro
venetian blind to let
in the light but block
out the eyesore. %

Gerflor Senso Rustic Pecan Self
Adhesive Vinyl Plank, about
$60 for 16. gerflor.com.au

PICTURE ALAMY



Now any room
canh be a bathroom.

Saniflo gives you the flexibility to create a bathroom
anywhere in your home without any major plumbing work.
Saniflo macerator pumps are easy to install and can pump
up to 5 meters vertically. A simple and cost effective way to
turn your dream bathroom into reality.

Call 1300 554 779 or visit saniflo.com.au

Scan and

h find out
- Mmore

SANISLIM® :
} 20mm outlet pipe
From basin

Ee

From shower

-
Sanislim dimensions

Unit: W 447mm H 270mm D 131Tmm.
Outlet diameter: 20mm.

58 s ves.vouean. | SANNLO
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phone or tablet
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PICTURE ALAMY

SAVE ON
YOUR RENO

Plan ahead when replacing your bathroom
so you can stick to an affordable budget

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

s one of the busiest rooms
in the home, the bathroom
can also be the most expensive

when it comes to renovating.
Replacing a bathroom will cost
on average $16,000, so knowing what
you can DIY and when you need to
call a tradie is important.
It means you can build your dream
bathroom without overspending.

HEY, BIG
SPENDER

To keep within budget, create
a complete plan for the makeover,
including quotes from the pros,
before beginning construction.
Decide which big-ticket items
you can afford to splash out on and
areas where you can compromise.
Major expenses can include
professional tiling, relocating the
plumbing and choosing luxury
fixtures like a freestanding tub.
Select the best products you
can afford so your new bathroom
will stand the test of time.




Hire a professional

No matter how handy you are, it’s

inevitable that you'll need to call

in a tradie for certain elements of

bathroom renovation because of

regulations set by the Building Code

of Australia and Australian Standards.
Waterproofing is vital to prevent

structural damage and damp, with

government standards requiring a pro

to complete the job in your home.
Electrical jobs must be done by

a licensed electrician, who will do

the wiring, as well as installing

exhaust fans, heaters and power outlets.
For plumbing work, you’ll need

a plumber to disconnect and reconnect

the pipes, as well as waste outlets.
Check out free services like Hipages

(hipages.com.au) to find the most

suitable tradie in your area for the job.

O

If you live in a strata,
property, make sure
you have approval
before starting work _
on your renovation cetatr

a;iie to waterproof your bathroom.

A plumbE| Wlll dSCOlleCt a'l leCOHGt |eS.
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British D Paints |

' BUDGET

Caroma Liano Nexus Single
Towel Rail, $143.
caroma.com.au

Rust-Oleum Aspen White
Tile Coating System, $100.
rustoleum.com.au

British Paints Clean & Protect
Can't afford a full reno Matt Interior Paint, $144 for 10,

but sick of staring at / britEShPBints.com.au
your old bathroom? /
Just changing

| a few elements can
give it a fast facelift
without cleaning out
your bank account.

} Installing a new

shower screen and

skylight, painting tiles,

and resurfacing the Highgrove 875mm Frameless
Glass Shower Panel Kit,

$261. highgroveglass.com.au

1¢ing Dorf WELS 3 Star 9L/min Acol 300mm Round EzyLite
bath or basin will have Tempus Chrome Rail Shower, Skylight Kit, $99.
a huge impact on the $165. dorf.com.au acolskylights.com.au

} look of the room.

The IXL Tastic’, heat, vent and
light units, clearly the best
choice for bathroom heating.

Australia’s favourite bathroom heat, vent and
light units are all about you!

Designed to warm you instantly with infra-red
heat lamps, IXL Tastics are available in a variety
of models to suit your needs and are packed with
safety features and energy saving devices.

You can choose from Z or 4 heat lamps, classic
vent, ducted or self sealing back draught flaps.
Al ranges include a 5 Year in-home warranty.

The IXL Tastic range is clearly the best choice.

Call 1300 727 421 or visit www.ixlappliances.com.au

' ; R Available at
= = BUNNINGS ¢
heatoventelight i - ‘warehouse | .,,..xl'



Davco 52

Rejuvenation &
Grout N

Grout coating for use
over existing grout

Adfter

%e?f')‘r‘ﬁ

Transform your home

Davco’s newest Rejuvenation grout is the perfect way Reij : .
to transform your indoor and outdoor tiled areas. eluvenatlon Gr Out

10Ut coating for use over axisting grout

You can now bring your tired old grout to life without
the hassles of scraping, damaging your tiles or
breaking the bank! It's a simple and quick 4 step
process.

Available in 6 on-trend colours.

Available at

ANNININ eSS
“warehouse

bunnings.com.au

@1800 653 347/ @parexdavcacom‘au @technica@parexdavco.com,au oiparexdavco
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OWN RETREAT

De5|gn a resort-style bathroom sanctuary using
arge-format tiles and a smart, modern layout

WORDS DANIEL BUTKOVICH e

n opulent bathroom
sanctuary is easy to
create by designing the

entire space as a wet room.

The transition to the shower
and bath area is seamless in a wet
room. This approach to bathroom
design utilises the floorplan well,
allowing for high-end inclusions
like dual showers and a tub. -




RENOVATE

DESIGN TIP

When laying large-format 44 &y . &
tiles, use a grout of the FERE F y

same colour to maximise ---}; 0/
the visual impact of the e

tile design.

Add instant elegance
Large-format stone-look tiles give the
feel of a luxury hotel, and using them
on the floor then taking them up the
walls makes a room seem bigger.

A simple ledge creates a defined
zone for the bath without affecting
the flow of the room. Frameless glass
shower screens are almost invisible
and let in plenty of natural light.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

A bathroom haven needs plenty
of unobtrusive storage to keep it
streamlined and a wall-mounted
vanity creates the illusion of space.

For the ultimate in bathroom
indulgence, install a combination
rain shower and handheld mixer,
and add an elegant freestanding
tub to create a bathroom that
you’ll never want to leave. =



VI Are you buying an investment property?
VI Are you looking for a better deal on your current mortgage?
M Are you looking to renovate?

Whatever your home finance needs, Contour Finance can help you.

Contour Finance has been looking after residential property, commercial property and
business finance for more than 14 years, partnering with many highly regarded professionals
to complement your long-term financial needs - financial planners, accountants, equipment
and motor vehicle finance, insurance, property research and legal services.

With access to more than 40 lenders Australia-wide, you're guaranteed the best possible
deal for your needs.

Find out how you can save thousands on your mortgage - visit
www.contourfinance.com.au or call 0468 992 287 to book your
FREE consultation!

Australian
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Easy DIY revamps costing just $12,500
made this 1980s house ready to rent

PROJECTS LEE DASHIELL PICTURES GEOFF BECK

he state of the economy of
a particular decade is often
reflected in the interior design.
This house summed up what was
hot in the '80s, featuring thick curtains
with gold tasselled tie-backs, pelmets,
sculptured carpet, vertical blinds and
peach-coloured tones throughout. But
today, this is not the look people want.
Handyman managing editor
Lee Dashiell bought this house as
a rental investment property, then
had to decide what changes could be




T

PICTURE (BEFORE) LEE DASHIELL

made on a very tight budget to achieve
the maximum rental return.

There were obvious, inexpensive
facelifts such as painting, changing
light fittings, replacing taps and
changing window treatments.

The initial plan included replacing
the carpet with laminate flooring,
adding halogen lights and installing
French doors leading out to a new deck.

But after consulting with a real
estate agent, it was decided to keep
things as streamlined as possible.

Front door refresh

Many renters, and buyers,

drive by a property to
check it out before making an
appointment with the agent, so
firstimpressions really count.

The door, surround and

screen were painted gloss black
to unify the entrance and a new
stainless steel handle, doormat
and plants complete the look.

» REMOVE curtains,
pelmets, tasselled tie
backs, vertical blinds,
sheer lace curtains,
oval sinks, plastic-tank
toilets, plastic taps,
decorative ceiling lights
and door handles.

»INSTALL modern taps,
basins, toilets, ceiling
lights, door and cabinet
handles, and blinds.

2 PAINT all the walls,
ceilings, architraves,
skirting boards, bathroom,
laundry and kitchen tiles,
and kitchen cabinets.

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 201
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BUDGET TIP

If the kitchen cabinets
and benches are in good
shape, resurface don't
replace for a fresh look
without spending big.

'A'f ter tiles

Painting the walls, window frames,

and cabin

54

ets transformed the kitchen.

Ask the experts
To check if he was on the right track,
Lee asked the real estate agent to visit
the house and scope out the plans.

The advice was not to go ahead
with the bigger renovations, as the
rental yield wouldn’t increase with
the additional spend.

When it comes to your own home,
you tend to splurge on things that are
important to you like a new kitchen or
a swimming pool. But these elements
may not be the most savvy additions
when renovating to rent.

Also consider the tax implications
on where and when you spend. Talk to
your accountant about ways to reap
the best tax benefits in your situation.
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Kitchen update

The cabinets and tiles were

resurfaced using laminate
and tile paint, which instantly
made them appear more modern.

Replacing the old plastic

cabinet handles with modern
chrome versions, removing the
dated pelmet and painting the
window frames white brightened
up the whole room. =
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GET THE
LOOK

Lemaar Calida Satj
Chrome Passage Set,t?.‘:‘s
lemaar.com.au . .
4 Cafe Lighting 40cm Satin
Astra Ceiling Oyster Light
$25. cafelighting.com.au :

Mondella 600mm Concerto
Double Towel Bar, $74,
from Bunnings.
Prestige 96mm Brushed
Stainless Steel ngare Bar
Handle, $15. jtwproline.com.au

o

When renovating to rent,

' #TAUBMANS  §

=i S bear in mind that splurging
. emi hite Kni ite q a
raubmans Endr e e LS zain"t_f"s'i.vy"fim_ on expensive items may not
for 4L. taubmans.com.au ghtpaints.com.au 1ncrease the Penta;]. y1€ld

POWER -

NEW 18V RANGE

CHOOSEATOOL ADD POWER GRAB YOUR EXTRAS

With Ozito 18V Power X Change, you have
THE POWER TO CHOOSE! I's made for you:
choose the TOOL you need, the POWER
you want and the EXTRAS to suit.

Available at

*Chargers and batteries come with a 3 year replacement wamanty.
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Why use an agent?

You may consider agent’s fees costly
and think you should DIY to save
money. But while you could find

a tenant easily enough, you might
not be prepared if problems arise.

Agents have the knowledge of
tenancy and property legislation and
the experience to sort out any issues.
They deal with repairs, chase overdue
rent and arrange inspections to ensure
the property is being cared for.

They are also good negotiators
and put your best interests first, plus
their fees are also tax deductible.

But even if you use an agent, take
out landlord insurance for protection
from any unforeseen circumstances
that may arise and incur costs.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

DIY TIP =

Take photos of each <
room before leasing
your property so you
have a record of its
original condition.

Living room overhaul

The heavy curtains were

removed and the timber
skirtings and architraves painted
white to give a clean, fresh look.

Painting the walls the same

colour throughout has given the
house an overall consistency.




PICTURE [BEFORE) LEE DASHIELL
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Expert advice
Lee took part in Cherie Barber’s
Renovating for Profit workshop, where
she showed the best ways to make the
maximum impact on a tight budget.
She advises attendees to look at
the renovation as a business, watch the
budget and keep personal taste out of it.
Cherie also demonstrates how to A_fter " curtains, a pelmet, vertical blinds
make a property appealing to as many WIth the mismatching soft furni_shiljgs JE and drapes, had to go.
people as possible by keeping surface removed, the room is flooded with light. A Removing these opened up
colours neutral, fittings modern and ' : the house to the view out the
creating as much light as possible. back and let in more light.
Lee used many of her strategies VG R -
when renovating this property. > :

Dining room revamp
All four window treatments
in this room, including lace

TIMBERMATE® WOODFILLER - + k2
The secret ingredient? Water! : 8 )

Wood putty e Grainfiller ¢ Edgefiller e Crackfiller : 8
e o , WOOD HARDENER
e Will not shrink, sink, crack or fall out . ~ Restores rotted wood

¢ No waste and non-flammable
* 13 colours or make your own
o Takes all stains and coatings

e Interior grade

* 100% Australian made

Earl’s® Wood Hardener penetrates into soft rotted
wood fibres, restoring them to near original strength.
Then just fill with Earl’s® Powder Putty when dry.

POWDER PUTTY® i TOMMY TAPE®

Multi-purpose interior/exterior powder filler :  Self fusing silicone tape
@ ¢ Wood © For home, marine, electrical and auto

e Concrete * Can be applied under water, on extreme
Just mix with water ¢ Cement sheet temperature items, around odd shapes
No waste, easy to use e Steel © Repair, insulate and protect
Non-shrinking & water-resistant ¢ Plasterboard

1

100% Australian made e Masonry 1000s OF USES!

¢ Adhesive free e Self fusing ¢ Watertight ¢ Airtight

— WAXSTIX® TOUCH-UP CRAYONS EARL’S MULTFIL®
Comes in 13 different colours Ready to use directly from the container
TIMBERMATE carry a wide range of coloured wax * Ready to use « A 2 s

e Spreads easily
o Interior\exterior use

« Long shelf life @
e Comes in white and a range

of popular decking colours

sticks to repair scratches on timber surfaces.
= Al No beeswax to leave white marks.
— - Keep your timber looking new.

Available at
2UNNINGS
wiire: S5e

www.timbermate.com.au Phone: (03) 9873 4811 hou

bunnings.com.au

TMGRO004



The new PLR 40 C Laser Measure from Bosch.
Precisely measure and conveniently document
measuring results thanks to an app.

# Download on the

@ App Store
Make it your home with the PLR 40 C from Bosch. RN
Measure, note and calculate at the press a button \@)

with the free PLR measure & go app.

" o

v;l'ww.bos -do-it.com.au
www.facebook.com/BoschDIYANZ




&
5
S
5
i

| N
DESIGN TIP

Colours date fast,
so go for bright white
in bathrooms to create
a space that looks clean,
fresh and modern.

Bathroom makeover
The dated decorative wall
tiles were smooth, so they
were easy to coat with tile paint.
While the benchtops and floor
tiles would have looked better T
if replaced, the extra cost would \ Aft'er
not have been justified. . .
/1. Resurfacing the tiles an
taps brings the bathroom up to

N

o
.
*

d adding new

Replacing the sinks and taps date.
with modern designs has improved

and rejuvenated the room. %

Sinks, toilets and taps 51254

Doorknohs 51213
furtains and blinds Se78
Plants 535
Laminate and tile paint 5542

Painter $6246

é Plumber 5760

3 R 2.7 Electrician 41550

S For a guide to painting Handyman 5275

% ﬁleg, turn to ps 4. _‘l_‘i'}'_i_:ﬁ“t ----------------- $' 1‘:‘. "a'{i‘:?; """"

E £,
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/' NIGHTMARES

Maximise your profit and minimise your risk by
avolding these common property mistakes
BUDGET TIP

WORDS DANIEL BUTKOVICH
P A good accountant will

be able to help you claim
the maximum amount

of tax deductions, which
helps boost profits.
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roperty investment is arguably the
P number one way Australians build
their wealth. Nearly two million
Australians earn a rental income from
property, while others are planning to
make a fortune from the housing boom.
But owning property can be risky,
and without proper planning, it's easy
to runinto trouble. Many investors lose
thousands when they are forced to sell
their properties after bad decisions.
Property guru Zaki Ameer has
built a portfolio of 10 properties and
is the founder of Dream Design
Property (ddpproperty.com.au).
From reno disasters to legal battles,
Zaki has seen it all and explains how you
can avoid an investment nightmare.

Off-the-plan dramas
It's easy to get excited
about a brand-new
=~ property but, sometimes,
buying a dwelling that hasn’t been
built yet can cause problems.
‘This type of investment may
seem enticing at first, but there
is no guarantee of the quality or
the final value,” says Zaki.
Additionally, many properties
can be overvalued by the developer,
meaning the home could be worth
a lot less than the purchase price
once it has been built.
SOLUTION Buy an existing
dwelling that you can inspect
in person before committing.

Nasty exit fees
With historically low
interest rates, fixed
rate bank loans are
appealing to more investors than ever.
The catch is the fees that are charged
if you need to make an early exit.
‘A friend of mine went through
a traumatic divorce and was forced to
sell his investment property during the
fixed rate period and paid thousands
of dollars in exit fees,” says Zaki.

Keep careful records of the
properties purchased so you are aware
of any penalties that may apply for
breaking fixed rate agreements.

Smart investment
decisions can
result in fantastic
profits, but bad ones
can be costly

- PIGTURES THINKST
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Terrible tenants

Good tenants that pay

1 rent on time and keep

! the property in good order
are a godsend, but bad tenants are
unfortunately too common.

Reliable renters can suddenly turn
into property-wrecking nightmares, as
one of Zaki’s clients found out.

‘They deserted the house in the
middle of the night, leaving it in
a terrible condition and, not having
landlord insurance, she
had to fork out $20,000
to pay for repairs.’
SOLUTION Always invest
in landlord insurance.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

Dodgy builders
Renovating is a great way to
add value, but it can cause
financial pain if corners are
cut or disreputable builders are used.

Poor workmanship, accidents and
the resulting legal fees can completely
erode any potential profits.

‘I've seen appalling renovations by
builders where roofs have leaked and
caved in soon after completion, costing
the owners $250,000 in legal fees and
repairs,” say Zaki.

Check builders’ credentials
and inspect their recent work before
commissioning them for your reno.

No safety net
Losing your job or being
unable to work due to injury
or illness can cause major
problems when it comes to repayments,
and applying for loan extensions may
cost thousands of dollars in fees.

To avoid running into trouble, put
aside money to use as a safety net in
case the unthinkable happens.

‘It’s better to have this cash for
emergencies than to use it to pay extra
loan repayments,” says Zaki.

Set aside three months of
repayments per property.

EXPERT
ADVICE

}

If you find yourself in
a difficult situation,
selling your property
early should only
be the last resort.
Zaki Ameer, Dream
Design Property

0
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NOW IS THE TIME TO

CHECKYOUR POOL IS SAFE

CHECKIT. FIX IT. WATCH IT.

| |

Pool season Is here. Protector Aluminium is working with Royal Lifesaving Australia to improve safety in and
around pools. During the past five years over 150 Australian children under the age of five drowned, 50%

occured in home swimming pools. Pool fencing and effective supervision can reduce these tragic drowning E%E]
deaths to zero. Royal Life Saving and Protector Aluminium are targeting every home pool owner with a basic e T
reminder to check, fix and maintain their home pool and surrounds in order to eliminate child drowning. ﬁgﬁ
Download a pool safety checklist at www.homepoolsafety.com.au or scan the QR Code. E .

Choose from a range of colours and profiles. Any size, any colour at Bunnings Special Orders Desk.

Proudly endersed by: ALUMINIUM
EVERYONE CAN BE A LIFESAVER m

@ Royal Life Saving FENCING YoU (i

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY - AUSTRALIA

www.protectoraluminium.com.au




DESIGN TIP

The deep reveals of the
windows and doors
create interest on the
boxy facade of the home.

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman




PICTURES AUSTRAL ot 55

This dream holiday house blends modernity'ana ;

home comforts in a grand architectural vision 4 ;R

WORDS SITA SIMONS

et into a wooded hillside, it
S was a case of pushing the limits

when it came to designing this
seaside villa. The luxury holiday
home cleverly combines elements of
modernism with residential warmth.

In high season, when the crowds
arrive, it is the ideal private escape for

a large family, with each of the nine -_;
bedrooms offering a private ensuite f . _=',
and terrace overlooking the ocean. ' _-ﬁ

The whitewashed concrete and by -

natural limestone exterior of the i
house takes on cubic forms, with [ ‘
a parapet roof lending to the clean :

lines and angular symmetry. > |
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The palette inside and out is neutral
and colour is found in the oversized
artworks, the shimmering blue of
the pool and the lush greenery.

o

The wet edge pool on this
side of the house flows out
towards the ocean, adding

to the resort-style feel

66 SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman



DESIGN TIP

For an open feel and
to let in light, try the
architect’s trick of creating
shadow lines instead
of using cornices.

The furnishings are chosen to
reflect the contours of the home
but allow for the practical need
of providing enough seating.

On the level
There are two swimming pools, one
on either side of the living area, and
walls of sliding glass doors open the
home to the outdoors with no change
in floor level, linking the spaces.
‘Every detail, angle and element
has been carefully thought through
and designed, and this extends to
the interiors,’ says Cameron Frazer,
general manager of Archicentre.
‘Bringing it all together with
furnishings while still personalising to
suit tastes and preferences is a delicate
balance that needs to be done with
a subtle hand to work well

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015
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- DESIGN TIP

To create a plinth to display
artwork and break up the
expanse of wall, the sliding
window recesses have

been built as a feature.




Planting up the stair void blurs the boundaries.

The suspended staircase demonstrates how
modern materials can be used to create

a structure that appears to be floating

To one side of this spacious property
lies the ocean and to the other there
are luscious private gardens.

The oversized windows bring in
a wall of vibrant green, framing the
natural views to provide pleasure and
tranquillity in the home.

While the windows are a strong
feature, the walls above head height
are also used to maximum effect.

‘Dramatic wall panels painted flat
white serve as a canvas for the owners
art collection,” says Cameron.

‘But it would work just as well
if used to display children’s artwork
or just left blank to allow the play of
light as the sun moves across the sky.’

’

The suspended staircase is an
element that manages to both stand
out and disappear into the space.

‘This staircase is a classic exercise
in form and function combining to
create a striking design feature in the
living area,” says Cameron.

‘It’s a complex and self-supporting
design that acts like a beam, and the
stringer is incorporated into the stair.
While it is reinforced with steel, it still
looks light and simple.’

The use of reinforced concrete
brings another material into the room,
adding to the formality and making
it an architectural element to be
viewed beyond function.

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015
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Each of the nine
bedrooms has
a private ensuite
and, while they are
all different, black
is a unifying theme.
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Gold mosaic tiles pop against
the large-format black tiles.
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DESIGN TIP

When buying stone tiles . b o : |
for a bathroom floor, they v Y a “‘[

should be selected for [ /}.-""fl
. non-slip characteristics ! ( '
Black beauties when wet for safety.

There has been + _‘-'-«( z 4( L \
a move away from A v ‘
all-white bathrooms, and |
black is having its moment. @ L,A . _

If the room has lots of natural
™
light, black can be warm and luxurious, 3M Outdoor Safsty Eyswear 2 I:I_igilal peTHReY
Light weight - less than 30g Hearing Protector & AM/FM

actually opening up small spaces rather
Y Open'ng up P 99.9% UV Protection Stereo Radio

than closing them in.

‘The use of dark stone and dark
tones in the bathrooms serves to create
a sense of intimacy and enclosure,
and also sets these spaces apart from
the stark minimalism of the otherwise
all-white interiors,” says Cameron.

Scan with Smartphone

Ensuites get the same treatment, E .,E E- . E
with points of difference such as the % “F’ =

Available at

PUNNINGS
“warehouse

www.3mtekk.com.au bunnings.com.clu

3M tekk

PROTECTIONm

gold mosaic tiles on the walls. ¢

@ Discover amazing interiors
Follow us at pinterest.com/DIYhandyman



BACK IN
BLACIK

Transform tired timber into a dramatic
floorspace using a striking dark stain

WORDS AND PICTURES STUART SCOTT

T here are few people who don't
love the look and feel of timber
floorboards underfoot.
Cool and clean in summer, warm
and comforting in winter, they’ll
always have a huge influence on how . g ’
the rest of the interior looks. >
After a recent reno, the new colour U &
scheme in this beach cottage left the '
white painted floor looking scratched
and dull, so it was time for an update.
We hired a drum sander and edge
sander for the floor, using two each of _
the 40, 80 and 120 grit sanding belts g— | ’ ‘
and one sanding disc of each grit. N } ¥y A
Once this was done, we applied
the Black Japan finish.

After

A gleaming black finish adds a luxurious feel
and enhances the flow through to the deck



EXPERT
SECRETS

To keep a little of the
grain and colour of
your boards, use only
one coat of Black
Japan with two coats
of a clear floor finish.
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Y REVAMP THE FLOORBOARDS

MASKING
TAPE

PLUG
SOCKET

@ Prepare the space

Measure the width and length of the
space to calculate the amount of stain
needed. Clear everything from the
area you're going to work in, tape up
sockets and switches and cover doors
and windows with drop sheets.

w—
EDGE
SANDER

SKIRTING
BOARD

@) sand the edges
Use an edge sander and a 40 grit disc
to sand areas near the skirting boards,
easing the machine onto the floor

to avoid gouging. Use a multi-tool or
scraper and sanding sponge to get into
corners. Vacuum away any dust.

BLACK APPLICATOR
JAPAN ey i

@ Apply the first coat

Tape up skirting boards and doorways.
Stir the Black Japan well, then apply
using an applicator or short nap roller,
working the full length of 3-4 boards
at a time and maintaining a wet edge.
Use a small brush for awkward areas.

“xng FILLER

© smooth the surface

Check the floorboards for protruding
nails and punch them 2-3mm below
the surface. Remove any staples and
dispose of anything else that could
clog or rip the sandpaper. Fill any
cracks or holes with appropriate filler.

DRUM
SANDER

@ Do a second sand

Punch any nail heads that may have
been turned up in the initial sanding,
and fill any cracks. Give the floor

a sand with both the drum sander and
edge sander using 80 grit belts and

a disc to give a smooth finish.

© vacuum the floor

Allow the first coat to dry for up to

12 hours. When dry, give the floor

a light sand, then vacuum thoroughly
to remove the remaining dust.

TIP Wrap up applicators, rollers and
brushes in plastic wrap between coats.

S
€) Do a rough sand

Use a drum sander and 40 grit belts
to do a rough sand to remove any

old paint and level any variations in
the boards. Ease the machine down
while it’s in motion and lift it before
stopping to avoid gouging the boards.

B ' W7 O
DECK i';\vL ]“ 1

" (L

(D Finish the sanding

For a silky-smooth finish, use 120

grit sanding belts and a disc, blending
the work of the edge and drum sanders
to ensure an even result. Thoroughly
clean up any remaining dust and
remove the drop sheets and tape.

I,‘-i——APPLICATOR
/

- APPLICATOR
SOCK

©) Apply the final coats

If satisfied with the strength of the

stain, apply two coats of a clear floor

finish, using a clean applicator sock.
For a darker look, apply two

coats of Black Japan and one of clear,

or three coats of the stain only.

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015
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Feast Watson Black Japan Floor Finish,
$92 for 4L, and Gloss Floorclear,
about $94 for 4L. feastwatson.com.au

1 Bear 48mm Trade
Painters Masking Tape,
$9, from Bunnings.

Feast Watson Floor

Finish Applicator .

Sock, $17.

Diggers Mineral
Turpentine, $3 for 1L.
recochem.com.au

e 1
T e

&1 Polyfilla Timber
’i’_‘_! Filler, $13 for 330ml.
3 poly.com.au

§94 .

532

1 i3

Sanding spong 58
Masking tape 59
Hineral turpentine 53

Ryobi One+ Buffer
3 and Polisher, $75.
e e e = ryobi.com.au

gular buffing will keep the floor looking its best

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman



THE IN-LAWS ARE
JUST “DROPPING BY”

SUCK IT UP...

RUNNINGS  www.blackanddecker.com.au | 1800 338 002 BLACK+
bunnings.com.mv @ Facebook.com/BlackAndDeckerAustralia DECKER ]




DINING ROOM
RINDEFSTGN

An eight-plece timber setting gets a sophisticated
update for a fraction of the cost of buying a new one

WORDS AND PICTURES MELISSA DARR

IY blogger Melissa Darr was
D keen to make over her dining
room. But when she looked at
the cost of a new setting in the French
provincial style she loves, she decided
to update her existing one instead.
‘The price tag was about $2500
for an eight-seater dining setting like
ours. I didn’t want to pay that much,
so I decided to paint the one we had.
Melissa had the idea to paint the
table legs and chair backs and legs
white and leave the stained timber top
and seats as they were.
She added a chalkboard, clock and
ornate chandelier to complete the look.

Before

18]

L | i
| T g
= :

- ) B

- DESIGN TIP 4 §
Add a colourful
centrepiece to a large
dining table, such as this

arrangement of pink
and yellow roses.

Melissa gave the table legs and frame ‘I found out halfway through that
a quick sand, then primed and painted a paintbrush wasn’t the best thing to use
them, finishing in an afternoon. on the chairs, as it left brush marks. |
Pleased with how the table looked, A small roller gave a more even finish.’ {
Melissa was eager to get on with the Once all the chairs were painted, the |
chairs. But they turned out to be an setting was exactly as she’'d imagined.
entirely different matter. ‘Il am really happy with the overall
‘I had to sand, undercoat and paint look of the dining setting and how it

each chair twice, and there were lots of  has completely changed the feel of the
nooks and crannies to get into,” she says.  whole room,” says Melissa.
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hite and timber finish

A contrasting W { the room.

transforms the style 0

{) Get more DY from Melisea

Follow her blog thewhimsicalwife.com

Melissa

EXPERT
SECRETS

Avoid painting in the
heat of the day as
the paint will dry

too quickly, leaving

obvious brush marks.

Handyman.net.au SEPTEMBER 2015
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DESIGN

HACKS

Here's how to decorate one cabinet
three ways to get style on a budget

ARTEMIS GOUROS GEMA BENEITEZ SUE FERRIS

table or cabinet near the

front door is a very useful

item of furniture, adding

a decorative element and
providing much-needed storage for
keys, mail, mobiles and more.

But while there are homes that
have a hallway, others open directly
onto a living space, so there is no
one-size-fits-all solution when it
comes to entry furniture.

Finding a piece to fit your space

isn't hard if you look for something in EXPERT

the right size and customise it to suit

your interior decorating style. SE CRETS
Flatpack furniture is ideal for this .

purpose, and Kitchen cabinets or Givi ng new ﬂatpaCk

storage pieces are very adaptable. furniture a makeover
This whi lami i 1 2
is white melamine bedside table is much faster than

was painted and given new legs for

three different designer treatments. revam pl ng a vinta ge
For the first look, the door was piece, as there's no

covered in easy-to-use vinyl wallpaper Stri op in g, san din g or

in a geometric pattern and a square | :
metal handle added for a retro effect. repair wo rk involved.
TIP Always use a primer for laminated

surfaces before painting melamine.

Choose a small design when going
geometric so the pattern is completed or
repeated enough to be visually understood

SEPTEMBER 2015 Australian Handyman

CABINET

1 Paint the cabinet
Remove the door handle, then apply
primer to the cabinet using a brush
and small roller. Apply two coats of
low sheen acrylic paint, letting it dry
and sanding lightly in between coats.
Paint four timber furniture legs in the
same colour as the cabinet.

e \ y
_ P P i ; .
E .‘WALLPAPE ‘:yd ° Vl
Yy,

- CABINET
DOOR

2 Cover the door

Measure the 