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At kaboodle, we make it easy for you to bring
your dream kitchen to life. From advice on
planning and design, through to installation -

co I I l e t ru e we have all the information you need to make
your renovation a huge success!

Visit kaboodle.com.au for more inspiration.

The beautiful kitchen you’ve always imagined
is closer than you think. You too can have the whole kit and kaboodle.




kaboodle.com.au

w

KITCHEN

Available at

Z2UNNINGS
warehouse

bunnings.com.au
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COLOUR IT GREEN

Give your home a boost with
paint and accessories

PAINTBRUSH ART

Upcycle old brushes by turning
them into artworks

10 TIPS FOR A PERFECT
PAINT JOB

Follow professional advice to
complete a flawless makeover

REFRESH YOUR SPACE

Select the best paint shades
to make your home pop

ONE ROOM, THREE WAYS
A bare white room is given
a new look with different colours

PEGBOARD BY DESIGN

Revamp a kid’s room with
a budget hardware basic



CONFIDENT KITCHENS

Clever design is leading the way

KITCHEN REMODEL
Renovate the hub of the home

FROM DUD TO DREAM
A dated kitchen is overhauled

ISLAND BENCH

Build a rustic timber trolley

TIMBER TABLET HOLDER
Make a stand to hold your recipes

CREATE YOUR
DREAM KITCHEN

Choose surfaces to suit your style

TOP 2015 KITCHEN TRENDS
Check out the hottest designs

76

80

HANG ADOOR
Freshen up the look of a hallway

A HOME FOR THE BIRDS

Make a house for feathered friends

84

91

96

FENCE THE FRONT YARD
Add kerb appeal to your home

RETAINING WALL
Landscape a sloping backyard

DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS
Stop the garden flooding

100 PURGE PESTS

Evict vermin from your house

112 THIS MONTH

Plant a tree in the lawn and
tackle those winter garden jobs

116 PLAN A TROPICAL PARADISE

Create your own lush oasis in
any climate zone

124 1T°S COMING UP ROSES

Give these plants TLC to enjoy
masses of beautiful blooms

130 THE WONDER OF WORMS

These tiny creatures play a vital
role in the health of plants

136 5 EXTRAORDINARY
USES FOR CLOTHES PEGS
Grip nails, clamp objects, hang
outdoor lights and more




LOVE THE
COVER?
S

To design a fun family kitchen, team
bold colours with white cabinetry

PICTURE JAMES KNOWLER

or functionality in a family
— F kitchen, you need lots of bench
space with seating, plus plenty
¥ r of easy-to-access storage.
_‘ This kitchen was designed around

the vibrant green splashback and
features an oversized island with
seating and storage.
With a poured
concrete benchtop and
1 vivid colours, the kitchen
is fun and eclectic

but practical.

Bellini Black Fascia Canopy
90cm Rangehood, $393.
belliniappliances.com.au
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~ Glass Splashback, $397 per sqm.
highgroveglass.com.au

Bellinj Gas Cooktop
and Electrjc Oven
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Sets in 3 minutes, full cure in 2 hours

No water needed

No special tools required

Dust free, easy to use, no clean up required

Ideal for wood, cement, metal or plastic posts

BUILDING TRUST

Available at

BUN. NI IN' GS

bunnings.com.au
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Have great-tasting water with

a Brita 3-Way Filter Tap DIY Kit.
There’s no need to drill into

your benchtop, as you simply

replace your existing tap.
Choose from four models,

costing from $379 to $449 each.
Visit brita.com.au or scan

this code with your phone.

EDITOR’S
LETTER
o

ooking at before and after
Lphotos is something I always

enjoy doing. It's often hard to
believe it’s the same place.

Take for example the two kitchens
featured in this issue of Handyman,
starting on page 54. They weren't
offensive, but they weren’t exactly
inspiring either, and their renovations
have brought them bang up to date.

It proves what a difference can
be made with just a little imagination
and some grunt work. It’s all about
looking at what exists and seeing
if any of it can be retained, and what
works and what doesn’t.

And of course, you have to think
about your finances. On a tight budget,
a surface refresh can make a great
impact. But if there’s more wiggle
room, you can go for a full makeover.

First impressions

Another amazing transformation

in this issue is the house on page 84.
A standard red brick semi has

been given a new personality with

The filter is neatly hidden beneath the sink

just a front fence and landscaping.
Easily done in a weekend, this has
given the house massive street appeal.

Our step-by-step instructions show
you how you can do this and add lots
of oomph to your front yard.

Paint transformations
The easiest and most cost-effective
way to transform a space is with paint.
In our feature on page 34, you
can see how the same room can be
given three different colour schemes
to create three different moods.
This fast facelift is another
easy-to-DIY job that you can do in
just a few days. We also share tips to
help you get a professional finish.
Be inspired, we're here to help.

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015
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STANLEY

BEA

SURGEON

NOT A BUTCHER
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RETRACTABLE
UTILITY KNIFE

The STANLEY FATMAX® knife is tough

and easy to use. The ergonomic design and

soft-grip panels ensure maximum control

and the push-button blade release allows Available at

for quick and easy blade change. PURNINGS
STANLEY Knives - cut out for the job.

bunnings.com.au
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Hedfing

...For 75% LESS vs cost of bottled gas.

Heatstrip® by Thermofilm is the cost effective electric
radiant heater that unites efficiency with style.

Ideal for your alfresco and outdoor entertaining area,
pergola, patio, balcony. Even your garage, shed or
hard-o-heat indoor space.

Heatstrip runs at a quarter of the cost of bottled gas,

is more efficient over a larger area and won't corrode.

If's easy fo install and operate, an optional controller adjusts
the timer and warmth levels. For more information go to
www.heatstrip.com.au

k
)

with

S

A

yle..

™ \%w

HEATSTRIP HEATSTRIP

Classic

Available ot

Buumluss

bunnings.com.au

HEATSTRIP —

OUTDOOR HEATERS
phone: (03) 9562 3455 email: sales@heatstrip.com.au



R-2 , Energy Saving Insulation for Walls

R- 26 o
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Like putting on a jumper for winter warmth, glasswool insulation can do the same for your home.
And the satisfaction of doing it yourself is soon followed by the wonderful feeling
of a cosy home — knowing you'll help stop your heating costs going through the roof.
Visit Bunnings today and take control of your home's climate tomorrow.

For more information visit www.knaufinsulation.com.au

GET THAT [ gaRTHWOO:

\EARTYWOC. | FEELING

Please review DIY videos and installation instructions before starting your project at www.knaufinsulation.com.au .
Available at

knaupinsuLarion Warchouse

enerty bunnings.com.au
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PICTURE (MAIN) ADAM WOODHAMS

g 7 p
Set up shop
Give kids their own space where they
can let their imagination run wild
with a Cedar Shed Industries Playshop
Cubby, $946 (cedarshedind.com).
Measuring 1.5 x 1.2 x 1.9m, it has

easy-to-assemble pre-made panels
and the hardware is included.

.

Rock 'n’ rol

Get them excited about helping
out in the garden with a Gardena
Plastic Wheelbarrow with Tools,
$39. With interchangeable spade,
rake or broom heads, the handle
can be attached to the side of

the 7kg wheelbarrow for easy
transportation when moving it.
gardena.com.au

—

HOLIDAY

ACTIVITIES

-
Entertain the kids and yourself during
the school break with these fun ideas

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

Buried treasure
Add the fun of the beach to the
backyard with the My First Garden
Sandpit, $45 (myfirstgarden.com.au).
The BlueScope Steel pit measures

110 x 110 x 21cm and needs no tools
or screws to assemble.

re the littlies outdoors withacu

Go for self-watering
hanging baskets on
the cubby in case the
kids forget to water

the plants. /

bbyhouse.

\

Garden buddy

Bring to life a quirky

friend to watch over the — e
garden with a Wippers mmﬁﬂ 11
Surfer Gnome Kit, $20. ‘ ?
The 28cm high gnome
comes with five bright
paints, a brush and
an activity book. »
wippers.com.au

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015
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www.mercator.com.au

create your own

OASIS!

Get the latest in Moroccan-inspired lighting this
winter from Mercator. Attractive styles, visually
stunning colours that create a Living Room
centre-piece in your home.

Available at

PUNNIN
MERCAT R E&uﬂﬁ}m}%

Leaders in quality lighting and fans

JLf]@

bunnings.com.au
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TIP

Add storage where
you can in children’s
rooms by selecting
dual-purpose
furniture pieces.

by e :

Flutter flare

Trl n ket tru n k String up Roomates Butterfly Ball
Keep your creative kid engaged with
the Wood Worx Jewellery Box Kit,
about $15. Easy to assemble, it

includes wooden

pieces, stencils,
paints, stickers
and gems to design
a jewellery box.
colorific.com.au

sleep in total darkness.

® by & w7 @

Lights, $9 (kmart.com.au), to brighten
up the bedroom. LED battery operated,
the string measures 225cm long and

is ideal for when your child outgrows
a night-light but doesn’t like to go to

§ ¥y ©

Posy pillow

Brighten up your little girl's room
with the floral-inspired Amara
Breakfast Cushion, $32. Printed on
cotton sateen, it features appliqué
and embroidery detail with piped
edging. The pillow is 30 x 40cm and
has a removable cover for washing.
designerschoice.com.au

Chalk it up

Let your little princess loose to draw
to her heart’s content with the Boyle
Craftwood House with Blackboard,
$20 (boyleindustries.com.au). Pretty
it up by painting it in pink with White
Knight Squirts Spray Paint, about $7
for 310g (whiteknightpaints.com.au).

Tweet tube

Slip storage into your daughter’s
space with the Roomates Bird Toy
Storage Hamper, $10.
Collapsible and ¢

able to hold 5kg, the

polyester hamper
is 48cm high and
43cm in diameter.
kmart.com.au

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015 15
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Garden glow

Hang a few vibrant Classic 8cm Safe y secure
Honey Pot Glass Tealight Holders, anterns or tea—light

$3 each, from trees in the garden 4 holders with cable | ’
to add colour and a warm glow. ¢ ties on sturdy tree ~
The decorative candle holder is \ branches. /
available in yellow, blue, red
and green, weighs 200g and has
a sturdy metal handle.

bunnings.com.au

AR DRYING c ay

NO FIRING NECESsay

Create 'n’ wait

Sculpt at home with Boyle Air

Drying Clay, about $8 for 500g
(boyleindustries.com.au). Available

in either terracotta or white, the clay
becomes as hard as earthenware in

24 hours without baking in a kiln. It’s
fine grained for detail work and sticks
to wood, ceramic, glass and plastic.

Fi P Tactile tiles Colour i
Inger un Encourage budding little artists with owour It
Get messy with the kids and spend the Mandala Art Mosaic Picture Available in a range of 12 bright
an afternoon painting up a storm Frame Kit, $18 (mandalaart.com.au). colours, Pentel Paint Markers,
with Boyle Crafty Fingers Finger It includes an MDF picture frame about $6 each, are ideal for
Paint, $9. Easy to wash off, these base, vitreous glass tiles, a pattern decorating outdoor lanterns.
water-based paints are non-toxic guide, acrylic - The permanent cellulose-based
and quick drying. The set of six glue, white paint markers have a bullet tip
35ml vivid colours can be used grout and and can be used on wood, glass,
on paper, cardboard and fabric. a grouting thick card or metal. @

boyleindustries.com.au sponge, plus

plastic gloves.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman
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The Bosch PLR 15 digital laser measure. @;\D B SCH
Measures up to 15 metres with a single push of a button. \J o

Compact, precise & easy to use. Invented for life

Available at

ZUNNINGS e -dosi
) Check out the Bosch website: www.bosch-do-it.com.au

bunnings.com.au n www.facebook.com/BoschDIYANZ

KRD 05/15 - RB3700MTG



Brick buster

Double duty




Pick the right bit for your drill to make holes
In everything from glass to metal and timber

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT PICTURE STUART SCOTT

Wood borer

All rounder

.......

IMPERIAL

1/16 to 1/4 x |/4
‘ 13 HIGH SPEED DR LLBITS
ORDAULLING METAL, WOOD &
Handyman.n: u JULY 2015
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APPLYING A
WALL STICKER

© CHOOSE a wall sticker made of

a material that won’'t damage the
walls, peel off at the edges or fade.
© CLEAN the surface of any dirt or
dust, ensuring the wall is completely
dry before applying the sticker.

© IDENTIFY exactly where you want
the stickers to go by lining them up
on the wall, then use masking tape
to temporarily secure them in place.
© PEEL off the pieces of backing
paper to attach the stickers to the wall.
© USE a credit card to smooth the
surface and remove any air bubbles,
then finish off with a soft cloth.

A coat of green
turns an obtrusive
bathroom into
a feature wall.
Mix and
match accessories
in different shades
of green.

DIY TIP

Give plain white
walls in any room an
instant colour boost

with an easy-to-install
and fun sticker.

ound in abundance in nature,
Fthe colour green symbolises

growth, balance and harmony.
While deemed a restful shade, it is
also said to renew energy.

It is often overlooked when it comes
to interiors, as large swathes of green
can be overwhelming if not done right.

But, with a huge range of shades
to choose from, green is a versatile
colour. You can use it to liven up
a blank room or to create a sense
of calm in a busier space. >

O

The human eye can
distinguish more
shades of green than
any other colour




Mood improver
As there are so many natural shades
of green around us outdoors, itis an
ideal colour choice for interiors.
Studies have shown that a green
environment can reduce fatigue, as it
induces the least strain on the eyes.
With a focus on the moods that
different colours inspire, designers
have increasingly used green paint,
prints and accents to create a sense
of wellbeing in living spaces.

Share your colour transformation
Post a pic on Instagram and ta

Use white and
mint green to
create a crisp
and fresh colour
scheme for both
the bedroom
and bathroom.
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Ovela Dining Armchair
Eames Replica, $79
for two. kogan.com/au

L

Replica Xavier Pauchard
Bar Stool in Green, $99.
replicafurniture.com.au

Anne-Claire 60cm Petit
Soft Crochet Pear Beanbag,
$340. au.amara.com

MARVELLOUS "
IDEA" =~

1 RACING
_l Solid Timber Log OREEN .4

Stool in White, $399. *
urbancouture.com.au Taubmans Endure Low

Sheen Interior, $86 for 4L.

Green is the colour of the lucky BT
Irish shamrock and the gemstone jade,
which is considered sacred in Asia

Choices galore and moss greens are perfect for rooms

There is a near-endless range of that look out onto gardens.

have their own associations. mint, are ideal for bathrooms, and Company World Map, $90.
Khaki and colonial greens offer blue-green teal is an uplifting shade thewallstickercompany.com.au

an older, more classic feel, while forest  that will brighten up a gloomy space. &

) greens to select from, all of which Softer greens, such as seafoam and The Wall Sticker
)
:
|
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Vermeer’s Girl wit

DESIGN TIP

Basswood and white
pine are the easiest
woods to carve for
beginners, and both
offer a fine grain.

h a Pearl Earring was the inspiration for this piece.

Paintbrush art

Be inspired to make your own upcycled artworks
by these amazing re-creations of famous paintings

arved in intricate detail,
‘ with brush hairs serving as
long gowns, these quirky
copies of old works of art are actually
made from recycled paintbrushes.
They’ve been produced by artist
Rebecca Szeto, who was motivated
to copy female figures from paintings
by Old Masters Johannes Vermeer
and Diego Veldzquez, among others.
Rebecca carves and paints her own

used brushes to produce these one-offs.

‘T use humble mass-produced,
end-of-life materials, inspired by my

experience as a faux finisher,” she says.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman

WORDS NICK BANKS
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PICTURES AUSTRAL

Turning old paintbrushes into_works
of art is the ultimate in upcycling.
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Do you often miss messages or
can’t find your shopping list?

Dulux Design Chalkboard has
the solution. This handy product
turns walls into instant chalkboard.
Easy to use and ideal for kitchens.

Dulux Design Chalkboard is
a hard wearing paint which
is low odour and water
based with a flat sheen.

Available in 1 litre or 500mL.

www.dulux.com.au
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Scotch M
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Scot,
anoo:h
Hﬂlds up to
s . 2. 3kg

Scotch
Indoor

Scotch® Qutdoor Mounting Tapes
Permanently fix items to the outside of
your home without needing any nails or
SCIEWS.

The Double Sided Scotch® OQutdoor
Mounting Tape is waterproof, UV and
temperature resistant and bonds
securely to a variety of smooth or
textured exterior surfaces.

Available at

www.mounting.scotchbrand.com Bm@UNNanGS

Scotch® Indoor Mounting Tapes
Organise and decorate your home the
quick and easy way, without the
need for any tools.

Permanently secure or mount items to
any indoor, smooth surface.

3M and Scotch are trademarks of 3M. ©3M. bunnings.com.au
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~ pertfect
paint job

Follow this advice from the pros
to get a smooth, clean finish

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015 27



Roll paint along the edges
for a consistent texture
Corners and areas next to trim
that are painted only with a brush
have a noticeably different texture
than the surrounding rolled-on paint.

To ensure the finished texture will
be consistent, brush on the paint, then
roll it out with an 80mm roller.

Roll as close as you can to the
edges of these areas without bumping
the adjacent wall or getting any paint
on the trim. Work in sections, brushing
the paint on and then rolling it out.

L

Let the paint dry,

then cut the tape off

When you have finished

painting, make sure

you don't just rip off the
masking tape around the trim.

Paint forms a film between the wall
and the tape, and removing it tears
pieces of dried paint off the wall. So
before pulling off the tape, cut it loose.

Wait at least 24 hours for the paint
to completely dry, then use a sharp
utility knife to slice through the film.

Startin aninconspicuous area to
make sure the paint is hard enough to
slice cleanly. As you cut the film, pull
away the tape at a 45° angle.

Banish mess when
doing a paint job
The plastic-wrapped
case that holds bottles
of water makes an ideal

holder for your paint cans, trays and
brushes. Sloshed or dripped paint
won't then spill onto a drop sheet
and get tracked all over the house.

PICTURES (TOP LEFT) THINKSTOCK (BOTTOM LEF



Repair any cracks
or holes with filler
It can be easier just to
start painting right
away when beginning

a room makeover, but for a perfect job

it is important to prep the walls first.

Using a quick-drying, all-purpose
filler, like Earl's Multfill, about $22,
will do the job ltimbermate.com.au).
For a smooth finish, wet the palette
s knife before spreading the filler.

PICTURES THINKSTOCK

Use a small sanding
sponge for the trim
Sanding trim between
coats of paint is the key
to an ultra-smooth finish.
But instead of reaching for the
sandpaper, use a sanding sponge. These
conform to the shape of the trim and
get into spaces sandpaper can’t reach.
They also apply an even amount of
pressure to knock down rough spots
over the entire surface. »
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Paint & Prime”
at the same time.
Two easy coats. Too Easy.

British Paints® Paint & Prime™ enables you to save
time without making any compromise on the finish -
even on bare plasterboard. Superior hiding power
helps mask repairs and colour changes in two
easy to apply coats. British Paints® Paint & Prime™
is easy to clean to ensure long lasting good looks.

Available at Trust Br|t|Sh Paints r

British Paints and Trust British Paints Sure Can are registered trade marks and Paint and Prime is a trade mark of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty Ltd

i
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Paint the trim before
the walls and ceiling
Professional painters
usually follow a certain
order when decorating
a room. They paint the trim first, then
the ceiling and the walls.

This is because it’s quicker and
easier to apply masking tape to the
trim than to tape off the walls.

When painting the trim, you don’t
have to be neat. Just concentrate on
getting a smooth finish on the wood.
Don'’t worry if the trim paint gets
slopped onto the walls, as you'll cover
it later when painting the walls.

Once the trim is completely
covered and left to dry for at least
24 hours, mask it off with painter’s
tape. Now you can focus on painting
the ceiling, then the walls.

r"*-*

cover it. Use canvas drop sheets as,

Clear the room

before starting

If something is too big
to remove, putitin the
centre of the room and

unlike plastic, they stay put without
tape and aren’t slippery.

Feather edges when
painting the ceiling
It's hard to keep a wet edge
when painting a ceiling, but
if you feather out the edges
it will prevent you leaving lap marks.
Move the nearly dry roller along the

different directions, feathering

edgein
lete one

out the paint. Once you comp
length of the ceiling, move to the next
section and go over the feathered edge.

For a second coat, apply the paintin

the opposite direction.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman
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TIMBERMATE® WOODFILLER

The secret ingredient? Water!
Wood putty e Grainfiller e Edgefiller e Crackfiller

e Will not shrink, sink, crack or fall out

¢ No waste and non-flammable :
* 13 colours or make your own
* Takes all stains and coatings

Interior grade

100% Australian made

POWDER PUTTY®

Multi-purpose interior/exterior powder filler

e Wood

e Concrete
Just mix with water ¢ Cement sheet
No waste, easy to use e Steel
Non-shrinking & water-resistant ¢ Plasterboard
100% Australian made e Masonry

WAXSTIX® TOUCH-UP CRAYONS

Comes in 13 different colours

TIMBERMATE carry a wide range of coloured wax
e % sticks to repair scratches on timber surfaces.
P e No beeswax to leave white marks.
Keep your timber looking new.

Timbermat€group

www.timbermate.com.au Phone: (03) 9873 4811

4.Lvd0D3d

Elevate chair legs to
prevent them sticking
When recolouring a chair,
the legs can often end up
sticking to the newspaper
or drop sheet you're painting on.
Work hassle-free by fitting
plasterboard screws about 15mm into
the base of the legs. This makes it easier
to paint the chair and allows you to
coat the underneath of the legs.

(O,

id
Keep the open si ‘
facing the side that's already painted.

You'll put less pressure on that Slde,'
so you're less likely to leave marks. @

Avoid marks for
a smooth finish
Roll the walls top to
bottom and bottom
to top, right to Left.
e of the roller

WOOD HARDENER

Restores rotted wood

L Earl's

Earl’s® Wood Hardener penetrates into soft rotted
wood fibres, restoring them to near original strength.
Then just fill with Earl’s® Powder Putty when dry.

TOMMY TAPE®

Self fusing silicone tape

* For home, marine, electrical and auto

e Can be applied under water, on extreme
temperature items, around odd shapes

¢ Repair, insulate and protect

1000s OF USES!
¢ Adhesive free e Self fusing ¢ Watertight ¢ Airtight

EARL’S MULTFIL®
Ready to use directly from the container
e Ready to use e« L 2.

® Spreads easily

o Interior\exterior use

e Long shelf life

* Comes in white and a range
of popular decking colours

L Earl's

- Available at
UNN INGS
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YOUR SPACE

fresh coat of paint is a quick
and cost-effective way to
give your home a dramatic

facelift, making it the talk of the
whole neighbourhood.

To revitalise your house, just follow
these handy hints from Bunnings
National Paint Buyer, Mick Heanue.

Find inspiration
Put together a folder of photos and
magazine cutouts including colours
you like and inspirational spaces that
have the look you want to replicate.

Create a mood board from the
folder’s contents, discarding what
doesn’t work for the project.

Stuck for ideas? Pick your favourite
shade from an artwork or furnishings
to use as a main colour or as an accent.
Or choose a mood you'd like to create
and select tones that inspire it.

Monarch Razorback 100mm
JULY 2015 Australian Handyman Nylon Wall Paint Brush, $26.98.

% British®Paints

British Paints White Interior Low
Sheen Paint & Prime, $55 for 4L.

Select the best colour to make your home pop with
these expert tips to get it right the first time around

Flexovit 80 Grit Sanding Sheets
For Paint Surfaces, $1.02.



DESIGN TIP

Consider how a room
connects to others when
selecting a colour, as
open-plan areas need
a link through colour.

O
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Calculate your paint
Once you have picked the colour
scheme, it’s time to get started.

The Bunnings Paint Calculator
helps you plan the new look for your
home, saving you time and money by
calculating the volume of paint you
require for each room.

Simply enter the room dimensions
and the number of doors and windows
to calculate how much paint you need.

Choose the finish
While low-sheen is the most popular
finish for walls, matt finishes are
increasing in popularity as they can add
differing depths of interest to a space.
Flat paint hides flaws in old walls
while a semi- or high-gloss paint works
best on woodwork, such as door and
window frames or skirtings.
Many companies now offer ‘one coat
wonders’, so it’'s worth asking an expert
about the different options available.

TEST IT OUT

Buying samples can be a messy
process to trial your colour choices.
A great way to test colours is to use an
online tool such as the Bunnings Paint
Colour Planner (bunnings.com.au).

It lets you upload photos of a room
to see how different paint colours will
work before making a decision.

(-
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ONE ROOM, *'
THREE WAYS

An empty white
room Is given new
Life with colour

WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS

Tropical style

For a lush feel, use green

daringly. Start with a sofa

in a bold block colour,

then add curtains, a rug
and floor cushions patterned in bright
green and cool white.

Anchor the look with a few black
pieces, introducing accent colours
such as blue and orange through
the sofa cushions. Accessorise with
citrus colours like lime and yellow.

Greenery is a must, but choose
strappy-leafed structural plants. >

f‘ﬁzms Australian Handyman -
a |~ B
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DESIGN TIP
Adding a light shade
to suit the decorating

style is an essential part
of creating a new look

In any space.

JPICTURES AUSTRAL

gns and bright greens createa tropical feel.

il

< Leafy desi
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Bazaar style
The exotic look is easy to
achieve as it relies on a few
key items, plus vintage
pieces or market finds.
Rich purple teams beautifully with
vibrant orange and works in textiles,
lamps, vases, flowers and ornaments.
Smooth and hammered metal is
essential to the look, so finish furniture
with metallic paint, and add chrome
or stainless steel vases and plant pots.
Embellished cushions and bright
but sheer curtains complete the look.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman
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CUSTOMISE
WITH COLOUR

You don’t need to be an interior designer
to change a room to suit the seasons.
Dulux creative consultant Bree Leech
says, ‘One room can be dramatically
styled to create a totally different mood.

Simply paint the room, keeping key
pieces, and replace a few features to tie
in with the new colour scheme.

Textured furnishings in leather, wool,
stone, fur and timber complement
the light floorboards and soften the
graphic geometric wall pattern and
cooler grey-based colours.

Sultry colours help add atmosphere
to large and high-ceilinged spaces,
making them feel cosy. Focal points
in lighter colours like long curtains,
or warm tones such as a leather
armchair, add depth and intensity. >

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015 37
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Country style

For a contemporary take
on country style, soften
the traditional look.

It’s still about being
cosy and comfortable but less busy.
So cover sofas in solid colours instead
of patterns, using soft pastels.

Save the bright tones for furniture
like vintage suitcases that do double
duty as tables and storage.

Floral is key but doesn’t dominate,
so add lots of real blooms and choose
other designs for soft furnishings. @

Q |
Cut jugs, vases and teacups in
half and mount them on the
wall for a postmodern display
of traditional knick-knacks

Y 2015 Australian Handyman
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Achieve
professional results.

Without
professional experience.

White ¥/ Knight

PAINT

Anyone can achieve professional results with White Knight paints.
And with White Knight's built in anti-bacterial properties to protect against
mould and mildew, those results are sure to last.

Visit whiteknightpaints.com.au for all the tools, tips and tricks you
will need to achieve results you can be proud of.

from the makers of

#? TAUBMANS®



PEGBOARD
BY DESIGN

Make over a child’s room using
Just a budget hardware basic

WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS PROJECTS GEMA BENEITEZ PICTURES SUE FERRIS
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pegboard is usually found

mounted on the wall in

a shed or garage, but you

can bring this workshop
staple inside and use it for something
other than hanging tools.

Here, we’ve taken the pegboard
concept and used it make decorative
storage for a kid’s bedroom.

Pegboard comes in panels made of
masonite, a composite wood product,
or powdercoated steel.

They are similarly priced at about
$30 a panel, but we used masonite
because it can be easily cut to size. >

PEGBOARD

Prepare the pegboard
Use painter’s tape to mask off the shape
of mountains on the front face of the
pegboard panel, covering the sections
to be left unpainted with plastic.
TIP Standard single beds measure
920 x 1880mm, so to eliminate
cutting use a 915 x 1220mm panel.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman
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Headboards are
easy to DIY
and can be

customised to
suit the size and
style of the bed,
from framed to
an ensemble

‘. -l
© Apply the paint

Spray the mountain shape on the
front face of the pegboard with

two coats of paint in the colour of
your choice, allowing it to dry in
between coats. Remove the painter’s
tape while the paint is still slightly
wet, pulling it away at a 45° angle.

EXPERT
SECRETS

Kids grow fast and
their tastes change,
so use paint to keep
their bedrooms
up to date without
breaking the bank.

_PEGBOARD ", -
e AR s

@ Make the frame

Cut 30mm pine with a jigsaw to make
a butt-jointed frame. Turn over the
pegboard and position each frame
piece against the front face flush with
each edge, securing temporarily with
tape. Attach the frame with screws
through the back of the pegboard.
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l ".
ang the pegboard securely.

toh
Drill holes into stud or masonry walls

SAFETYTIP

Add pegboard hooks to
hang lightweight storage
baskets on the headboard
but remove them when
the bed is occupied.

4
Y




OAT-RAC
EXCHAN

Every kid's room needs
a coat rack to hang hats,
scarves, bags and jackets.

But instead of plain wall hooks,
make a faux pegboard and hang
it on the wall, adding customised
hooks painted in bright colours.
It's as easy as drilling holes
in a sheet of plywood and making
hooks from dowel and bun feet.
Make only about five hooks to
avoid overloading the rack and so
you can move them into different
configurations, leaving some low
enough for little arms to reach.

¥

P
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PLYWOOD

Prepare the panel
Cut a 1220 x 610 x 12mm plywood
panel to 900 x 600mm using a jigsaw
or circular saw. Measure and mark a
100mm grid on the plywood using
a straightedge and a pencil. Use a drill
and a 19mm spade bit to make holes at
each intersection of the marked grid.

ACRYLIC

® Make the hooks

Cut 19mm dowel into 100mm
lengths using a handsaw, sanding

the rough edges. Drill 3mm pilot holes
to 10mm deep in each dowel using

a twist bit. Apply acrylic paint to the
top or side of each bun foot using

a paintbrush, then leave to dry.

HANGING
STRIP > .

PANEL
BACK

@ Finish the rack

Insert the dowels into the large holes
on the bun feet, securing through the
small holes using 8-15 x 40mm white
buttonhead screws. Install the hooks
in the panel, then wall-mount it using
picture hanging strips rated to take the
weight of the rack with items on it. >



Turn furniture feetinto colourful coat-
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rack hangers.

DIY TIP

Cut a single sheet
of plywood to size with
> a circular saw or

<S:.3 use a jigsaw to make
°d  curved shapes.

DT %e0
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Designing bedroom storage means
you can make functional pieces do
double duty as decorative features

gl
B S
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CRAFT
STATION

n Handyman

urful tools can make cute dis

play pieces.

Kids’ craft usually involves

glue, glitter and paint so it

often gets messy, but you
can keep order by using pegboard.

Cut it into the shape of your
child’s first initial and use this
letter as a wall-mounted craft
station to put tools on show when
they are notin use.

Lay out everything you want
to hang on the pegboard before
cutting the letter to make sure
it fits. Take a picture or make a
sketch to use as a reference when
it comes to hanging the items.




O

With a fun place to put all their tools
and materials, kids won't mind cleaning
up after an arts and craft session

/ CARDBOARD
TEMPLATE

. PEGBOARD

() Prepare the pegboard

Draw a letter on cardboard using

a straightedge and a marker, then
cut it out with scissors. Position the
cardboard template on the front face
of a 1220 x 915mm pegboard panel,
secure it temporarily with tape and
trace around it with the marker.

e -
% e, | WCSAWEREEN
- - - L -

- L - . - »
- . - - - -

© cut the shape

Lay the pegboard with the front
facing up on a pair of sawhorses and
clamp in position, using a jigsaw

to cut out the marked letter shape.
Sand any rough cut edges, then
apply 20mm wide coloured painter’s
tape around the edges of the letter.

STUDIO SHELF

Give junior artists a shelf to store
and display their pencils and other
tools of the trade, and clip artworks
to the front to make a mini gallery.
The fastest, simplest way to put
up a shelf DIY is to use an adhesive
that’s up to the job. You'll need an
ultra-strong, water-based adhesive

DESIGN TIP

The pegboard letter is
left white so the tools
stand out, but the edges
are taped to make it pop
against a plain wall.

€) Add the hangers

Thread ribbon through the pegboard
holes and knot it at the back to create
card holders, then insert pegboard
hooks into other holes for hanging
tools. Wall-mount the letter using
picture hanging strips rated to take
the weight when fully loaded. &

like Sika MaxTack, which forms
a strong bond after three seconds. 1/
Items can also be repositioned ,f,/— ‘
for up to five minutes and it cleans ‘ 2]
up easily with water. H
S X

=y
Sika MaxTack Construction Adhesive, é
$11 for 300ml. aus.sika.com ==

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015



DESIGN TIP

bt -y ¢ The use of a bank of
e , i| B oak doors, stained to

' ) a chocolate finish,
L‘ introduce warmth and

personality to the space.

y the way and =
30e in the/ home
$ I \\\ \

&

he Australian taste for
open-plan living is nowhere
more evident than in the

evolution of kitchen design.

Once a separate space, designed
with function first and foremost in
mind, the kitchen is now the focus
of open-plan living areas.

It’s a room that has to achieve high ) le space is key to successful design.
functionality with seamless aesthetics. g ways to use all the available sp —

_-:*["‘\‘ .-. 1 w -



PHOTOGRAPHY

Sleek but warm
% This architectural build in the
Perth suburb of Brentwood had
big demands for a new kitchen design.

Steve Johnson, head designer of
Retreat Designs, in Subiaco, WA, took
the opportunity to integrate high-spec
features while staying away from
over-sleek minimalism.

‘There is something of a kickback
to the all-white, often sterile-looking
kitchen, and the current trend is to add
warmth and personality,” says Steve.

Taking a cue from European
designers who generally have to
work with much smaller spaces,

Steve incorporates innovative ideas
that aren’t immediately obvious.

‘One thing that always works well,
particularly ergonomically, is the use
of retractable doors,’ says Steve.

‘Instead of losing valuable walkway
space, these doors have a hinge system
that allows them to open and then
fold back into a void,” he says.

The coffee machine is built into this
area and sits on a stainless steel shelf.
A steel panel below flips up to the same
level to create another workspace.

SMART
STORAGE

The aluminium-framed cabinetry
becomes a feature while also
offering all the storage required.
‘This client wanted a neat and
tidy space with everything hidden.
Creating a wall of storage is an
excellent solution that achieves
both things at once,” says Steve.
‘The fridge is concealed behind
adoor and all the appliances are
disguised and integrated.’

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015
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DESIGN TIP

For a more organised
and ergonomically
efficient kitchen, replace
base cabinets with
drawer systems.

The engineered stone benchtops add
to the natural feeling of warmth and
have the look of marble but without
the upkeep or staining issues

Innovative ideas

Modern kitchens have embraced the
island as both a practical workspace
and for additional storage, as well as
to provide a central element.

But in an otherwise pared-back
space, a large island can be heavy and
dominating. To bring lightness to
something so solid, a deep rebate runs
around the entire perimeter so the top
seems to float above the cabinetry.

The rangehood, which extends
into the space because of the position
of the cooktop, is clad and painted to

become part of the architectural detail ‘ The rangehood
rather than a visual drawback. ' is designed to .
. . . [ cleverly blend in.
Storage is organised on both sides ‘ ABOVE Complete
in customised drawer formats. - ' with a vegetable
‘Cupboards are almost a thing of * ) i washing sink and
the past. They are poor solutions to cooktop, the island

areais dedicated
to preparation
and cooking.

kitchen needs, and while drawers are
more expensive overall, it’s a small cost
load that’s worth bearing,” says Steve.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman

CUT

\ CORNERS +%
\ N | /

\.,_./

A built-in pantry provides
storage for all the dry
goods and banishes the
bane of every kitchen, that
awkward and inaccessible
corner cabinet.

‘This is a system that
utilises the space. It’s
a tray that pulls in and out
of the cupboard, so rather
than you having to reach
into the recess, it comes
to you,” says Steve.

PICTURES SILVERTONE PHOTOGRAPHY



PICTURE (TOP) SILVERTONE PHOTOGRAPHY

A formative background
in IT means Steve is well
placed to consider the
future of kitchen design.

‘Technology will lead
the way, with automated
and mechanised systems,
but it’s not all buttons and
gadgetry,” he says.

‘Form and how the
kitchen sits in the space
is something all design is
moving towards.’

Ayoung couple in
Quinns Rocks, WA, wanted
a totally integrated kitchen
in which nothing identified
it as a working space.

They were fans of
the British TV program

KITCHENS OF
THE FUTURE

Grand Designs and saw
a solution on the show,
then asked Retreat Designs
to do the same for them.
‘This is unusual in that it
really is form over function
here, but it is very telling of
the way things are going.’
‘With open-plan living,
people don’t want to see
all the appliances and
functional equipment when
sitting on the sofa or around
the dining table,” says Steve.
This kitchen takes
design a step further, with
a huge walnut panel that
slides manually across the
cooktop and sink to create
a dual table space. >

STEAL THIS STYLE

The kitchen is such an important
feature, both for lifestyle and
resale value, so warmth is key.
Steve Johnson

NEW ALL PURPOSE

GLUES & GELS BY LOCTITE®

GO2® Glue is a true all-purpose glue that deliver the power of two
technologies to create Durability & Versatility. Mixing the strength of
Polyurethane & the versatility of Polyoxysilane, it is the best formula for your
repairing, crafting & building jobs.

GO2® Gel contains Loctite’s revolutionary FLEXTEC® formula, it can be
used indoors and outdoors, has excellent adhesion and high initial grab
that cures quickly. Loctite GO2 Gel dries clear, is dishwasher safe and
has excellent resistance to vibration, impact, moisture, UV and exireme
temperatures, offering long reliability anywhere it is used.

HYBRID TECHNOLOGY*

0,60 floz(18ml)
o

Available at

——
LOCTITE.  ZUNNINGS

Never lets you down.

warehouse

D

For more information about Loctite products call
1800 810 280 or visit www.loctite-consumer.com.au



o the parquetry in the rest of the house.

ttern ties int
The floor is tiled for durability, and the chevron pa

Personal perfection
In this family home in Adelaide, SA,
the owners wanted a design that was
anything but traditional. Interior
designer Susanna Bilardo of Enoki
(enoki.com.au), took on the task.

‘This space is an experiment in
finishes and how a kitchen can break
the norms,’ says Susanna.

‘The goal was to make a kitchen
and living area that was united as one,
a space in which they could bring

their friends through and sit together, E k PE RT

and cook at the same time.’

Crucial to the success of this design SE CRETS

is the scullery, which is hidden behind

the kitchen and doubles as a laundry. A kitchen desi gn
‘Including a space where all the undoubted [y works
work can be done and kept out of sight :
means less need for expanses of storage best when it reflects
and benchtops in the main area. the needs and
‘It also means they could turn the persona lities of

idea of an island on its head and use
a large dining table as a working and

the householders.
an entertaining space,’ says Susanna. Susanna Bilardo

50 JULY 2015 Australian Handyman



DESIGN TIP

Choose items on their
own merit so old and
new styles work
together, rather than
matching things.
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PICTURES SIMON VAUGHAN

BLENDING
SURFACES

The cabinetry is stained
with Black Japan to give
a matt finish through which
the grain is still visible.
Solid oak benchtops
featured on one side of
the old-fashioned range
are sealed and treated to
withstand kitchen work.
A practical stainless
steel benchtop on the

-

other side of the range was
added for the serious cook.
The rangehood cladding
is formed using a black
stained-all-through MDF
product called Valchromat.
Uneven and mottled
glazed butcher’s tiles
lend a warmth and aged
look that doesn’t jar with
the black finishes.

'IDEAL WINTON
VINYL TILES

45 SERIES

45.7cm x 45.7cm
(5 tiles = 1sp. mtr)

They are suitable for SELF STICK
WET AREAS For quick instaliment

Trﬁverlme Stone Black Marble

30.5cm x 30.5cm
(10.75 tiles = 1sp. mtr)

They are suitable for
Domestic Warranty WET AREAS

—4¢ R
. *

Black Diamond Chareoal Stone

Black & White Cheq Green Slate Strip Parquet

Available at

www.ideal-diy-floors.com.au
IDEAL helpline 03 9562 8298




FAMILY -

VALUES

A kitchen for a family of six needs
seamless functionality, and nothing
precious and sterile would do for this
property in Adelaide, SA.

‘This is a busy, vibrant household
and we knew we could have real fun
with the design,’ says interior designer
Susanna Bilardo.

The process started, unusually,
with the glass splashback.

‘It was this shamrock green
glass that tipped the whole project
forward. The client loved it and
from there, we introduced the neon
pink,’ says Susanna.

DESIGN TIP

A suspended fluorescent
light provides an
effective architectural
detail as well as bright
task lighting.

t was the brief from this family.

Fun, eclectic, colourful and offbea
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Large doors finished with
blackboard paint conceal more
storage space and make a fun

family message board

PICTURES JAMES KNOWLER

STRIKE A
* BALANCE
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While the bold elements
make a definite impact,
the rest of the cabinetry
was kept simple and white
to provide balance.

The oversized island has
ample storage and the top
is made of ultra-durable

poured concrete, which
doubles as an excellent
work surface.

At one end, a small
bar sink signals the social
life of the family, while
the prep area is kept to
one bank at the back.

Handi Home

Easy ceiling
makeover

If your bathroom or kitchen ceiling has
condensation mould or flaking plaster, here's the
perfect solution. Beautiful, white high gloss
Panelscape PVC Ceiling Panels just slot together in a
tight, flush, mould free, almost invisible join to
make a continuous waterproof ceiling.

Simply glue the lightweight panels straight over
your existing ceiling or timber frame. Your
Panelscape ceiling will always look new. No painting
is ever required.

Panelscape is available through hardware and
plumbing outlets for about $24 per square metre in
sizes 250mm wide x 1.8M and 2.4M in length x
5mm thick.

For a free brochure and sample please phone
(03) 9460 8000 or email info@handihome.com.au.

www.handihome.com.au.
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The outdated hub of this house Is
transformed with a totally new look

PROJECT AND PICTURES MELISSA DARR

1Y blogger Melissa was very the kitchen and how it needed to
D excited that the time had be arranged,’ says Melissa.
come to finally redo her ‘We weren't at all happy with
kitchen, and her mind was racing the kitchen having just the one
with ideas for what she wanted. entry point, as this made the space
It would have a French provincial feel cramped and enclosed.
look to fit in with the rest of the house, ‘So we came up with a design
but she wanted a modern feel to it. that would give it a more open-plan
‘We took the time to look into look and hopefully utilise the space
exactly how we wanted to change we have well,” she says.

. For more DIY from Melissa,

follow her blog thewhimsicalwife.com

After

With a more ope
kitchen is spacio

ign, the
n-plan design,
us and user-friendly.
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The kitchen was
( opened up to

\ the rest of the
\ house by swapping

\f* an obtrusive

\ breakfast bar
— 1 with a mobile
kitchen island

Melicea

/o‘

EXPERT
SECRETS

Good planning
. : is key. Get lots of
Inspiration, make

P a mood board, do
your budget and
stick to it, plus
seek advice from
other renovators.

\\ . =5 © CLEAR everything
o= - out of the old kitchen
- cabinets and find
S )
R a place to storeiit all.
\ © DISMANTLE the

= kitchen cabinets.
<l © REMOVE the old
tiles from the walls
and pull up the lino.
© INSTALL new base
cabinets and colonial
style glass-fronted
cabinets either side of
the new rangehood.
@ TILE the floor and
the splashback.

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015
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Out with the old

. The first task was to clear out

./ all the old kitchen cabinets.

‘T had the pleasure of taking all the
items out of the cabinets and finding
somewhere to store them while we
renovated. And what better place than
our living room,” says Melissa.

The kitchen cabinets were then
carefully removed and the wall tiles
ripped off to leave just the shell.

‘Bevan’s brother helped him pull
out the old kitchen, which took them
most of the day, with a few gruesome
discoveries such as an old mice nest

under the floor,’ she says. BUDGET TIP

After the cabinets were removed,

To find out how to deal
with pests, turn to plOO0. ©

it seemed to stir up a musty smell. Put your old kitchen
‘“We decided to put a lick of paint cabinets up for sale

over the walls and floors where there online to recou P

were stains to try and seal in the smell. some of the cost of

the renovation.
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medium shelf @

wwuw.everloc.com.au
nnovative Design

Easy to Install

Patented suction system
Durable Stainless Steel &
Polycarbonate

Holds up to 15kg

No tools required

Designed in Australia

XPRESSIONS bathroom accessories

y
L

shower caddy
medium shelf @

In with the new
Melissa and her husband Bevan
went in search of a new oven,
cooktop and rangehood to buy.

‘I finally decided on a 900mm
wide inbuilt oven and a 700mm
gas cooktop,” says Melissa.

‘I am not exactly happy with the
gas cooktop. I prefer cooking with
electric, but the gas cooktop we were
looking at was cheaper, so it won.’

It was then time to choose the
colours for the new benchtops.

‘After looking at colours for the
benchtops, I decided on Laminex
Diamond Gloss in Limestone. And,
I thought a plain white for the cabinets Available at

would work well,” she says. : shplshsomdideminio BUNNINGS

bunnings.com.au

dental station @

double corner basket @

utensils cup @
soap dish @




displaying decorative items.

Open shelving is ideal for

Three rows of feature

© SPLASHBACK - y ;
After the cabinets tiles in a contrasting
were installed, the

walls were grouted CO]-OU-P brea:k U.p an
and Bevan Loy mege expanse of white

square white tiles

for the splashback.

© FLOOR When

the splashback

was completed, ‘
large-format -
floor tiles in '

a neutral colour

were laid diagonally.

L) —

PORTABLE
STORAGE

Vs D D Anisland bench

r in the centre of the
space with drawers
and double-sided
cabinetry for storage
has pride of place.

It also has wheels
so it's great to use
out on the deck as
. a preparation area.

To add character

to the room, it was
- given a timber top. @
LTZU\TFAustralian Ham?_
o \
P g { L]




There’s no need

to drill into your
benchtop — it simply
replaces your
existing tap.

SR
- DIY KIT s

These stylish European taps will have your kitchen looking fantastic. They have a
lever for BRITA filtered water and a lever for your unfiltered hot/cold water. The filter is aUN N I
tucked from view beneath the sink to provide filtered water for six months. A sensor : n N! gi

lets you know when it’s time to replace.

Available at

There’s no need to drill into your benchtop — it simply replaces your existing tap. bunnings.com.nu

They give you great tasting filtered water at your fingertips. Just ask restaurateur and
MasterChef judge Gary Mehigan.

Water is an essential ingredient and if you get the basics right, you have the foundation
for good cooking. Filtered water brings out the true flavours and aromas of your food.

www.brita.com.au | 1300 557 762 | solutions@brita.com.au
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DESIGN TIP

The new shelves add

warmth and complement

the modern timber-look
vinyl floor, pulling the
whole look together.

—

T
|

AT

o

After

With a new floor and surf:cist.
this kitchen is now a standout.
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PICTURE (BACKGROUND) THINKSTOCK

TO DREAM

Revamping the surfaces salvages this dated
kitchen, adding much-needed wow factor

AND CHERIE BARBER

e Like so many kitchens I find
- in older properties, this one

can be transformed relatively
simply and cheaply.
The layout is good, and the
working triangle of the fridge, stove
and sink is spot on. It's structurally

that provides plenty of natural light.
We just have to do something
about that wishy-washy '80s
colour scheme and modernise
a few of the features.

The reno plan
This home was built on
a modest budget several
decades ago and, while
its style hasn’t aged well,
the bones are still in
good condition.
Rather than ripping
out the existing cabinets
and benchtops, we'll paint
and seal them with a hard
protective coating for a fraction
of the price of new cabinets.
The flooring will get an update,
and modern venetian blinds will

It’s then up to accessories and
lighting to bring it all together.

sound as well, and has a large window

dress up the window and add privacy.

'FREE
- VIRTUAL

MAKEOVER
\.,_ e

Cherie Barber is the owner
of Renovating For Profit,
a company dedicated to
teaching people how to
add value to their property
through smart renovation.
She is also a public
speaker and TV renovator
on the popular Network Ten
show The Living Room.
Cherie is offering
a free virtual makeover to
Handyman readers in need
of renovation inspiration.
Send us a photo and
description of an area
in your home that needs
work for the chance to
get a makeover.
To upload your photos,
go to handyman.net.au/
virtual-makeover.
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SIX STEPS

TO SUCCESS .

@ REPLACE THE SINK
First, we’'ll shop around
for a bargain double
sink that fits the cutout
already in the benchtop.
It won't take up
extra space but will
. make the kitchen 3.

' more functional,

‘ and also provide

-

the opportunity

4 to replace the -
r 1 relic of a tap. g I

Flexispray Lush
Sink Mixer, $104.
flexispray.com.au

@ ADD NEW FEATURES
The splashback needs
neatening up. So we’ll
strip the white tiles, then
add shelves, a cabinet and
new stainless
steel handles.
Hexagonal
dark tiles
provide the
definition and
focal point that
was lacking.

Kaboodle 450mm
Wall Cabinet, $74.
kaboodle.com.au

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman

@ PAINT THE WALLS
The walls, ceiling and trim
get a crisp white treatment
in Dulux Natural White.
We’'ll use high gloss for
the trim and low sheen
for the walls and ceiling.
An anti-mould
paint, like
Wash & Wear
Kitchen &
Bathroom,
isideal.

Dulux Wash & Wear Kitcht_an
& Bathroom Low Sheen Paint,
$82 for 4L. dulux.com.au

© INSTALL THE LIGHTING
Lighting is important for
mood and ambience as
well as for doing tasks.
Let's just say that the
bare bulb here wouldn’t
win any design awards!
I'lL put in downlights,
a feature light -
and a micro
venetian
blind for
the window.

Nelson 50W Gimble Brushed
Chrome Downlight Kit, about
$12, from Bunnings.

© REDO THE SURFACES
The cabinets and
benchtops only require

a colour update. Laminate
primer and paint, plus
White Knight Bench Top
Clear is all we need.

I’'ve opted for white m

cabinets and black BENCH ToP

benchtops. The CLEAR
fridge can also be
modernised with
appliance paint.

=

White Knight Bench
Top Clear, $94 for 1L.
whiteknightpaints.com.au

@ LAY NEW FLOORING
That vinyl floor can’t stay.
Well, it can, but we’ll get
the 2015 version.
Gerflor has a DIY peel
and stick product you can
lay on hard surfaces. It
mimics various looks,
the most popular
being rustic boards.
It’s the perfect
match for the
timber shelves. @

Gerflor Uranus Self
Adhesive Vinyl Plank,
$44 for 16. gerflor.com.au

THINKSTOCK

>TUR
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ISLAND BB

BENCH IR

Create a kitchen bench with storage
using a reclaimed door and old pallets

WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS

n island bench is a handy
addition to any kitchen,
providing more preparation

space and extra storage. And if it’s on
castors, it can be easily tucked away
in a corner when not in use.

It’s also a budget way to create
an eat-in kitchen, as with just a few
stools, an island bench makes an ideal
casual dining station.

This bench was built as a frame
made from inexpensive pine, using
recycled pallets for shelves and an old
door as a top. It cost less than $100 to
make and suits a country-style kitchen.

You can use a new door and pallets
or salvaged ones, depending on how
rustic you want it to look.

Two of the legs are on castors to
give the island mobility while, on the
other end, there is a rail between the
legs for hanging towels or utensils.
Use a towel rail or make one from
threaded steel pipe and fittings.

Pine

PUA adhesive
Timher screws
Lomm fixed casiors
Multipurpose filler

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman

DIY TIP

Drill pilot holes to prevent
breakout in timber when
screwing. Use a bit that
matches the thickness
of the screw shaft.




\ 1tchen island does double duty; =
: ':L_Es a food prep and dlmng area, .
‘ plus prov1des extra, Stora 49

DRILL, JIGSAW,
CIRCULAR SAW

Handyman.net.au JULY 2015
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%, BUILD THE BENCH

@ join the rails
Position the short rails between the
long rails, securing the butt joints
with PVA adhesive and two timber
screws in each one to make the frame
for the bench. Clamp until dry.

Drill pilot holes before securing.

7

BENCHTOP 1 %

CLAMP

©) Install the pallets

Cut the pallets to size using a circular
saw. Re-nail the pallet boards to the
bases of the pallet shelves, if needed.
Secure the shelves to the short legs and
the shelf supports using adhesive and
screws, clamping until dry.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman

BENCHTQOP
. @

© secure the short legs
Position the short legs inside the
frame at one end, securing through
the long rails with timber screws.
Position the shelf supports against
the centre short rail and secure
through the long rails using screws.

@ Add the legs

Position the legs inside the bench
frame. Drill pilot holes to secure the
legs through the long rails using timber
screws. Install the leg brace, securing
with screws, then use a spade bit to
drill holes, attaching a towel rail.

CROSS
BRACE

- DOOR

€) Attach the door

Position the bench frame on top of
the door, position a cross brace at each
end, then drill pilot holes in the short
rails, securing with screws. Drill pilot
holes in the top of the cross braces,
securing the door with screws.

PALLET
SHELF

(D Finish the bench

Attach castors to the base of the
short legs using the supplied screws.
Turn the island bench the right
way up and then fill all the screw
holes with filler. Sand and stain, or
paint, the island bench.



Y, ISLAND BENCH

measurements in mm

SHORT
LEG

\—T’ LEG i

LEG
o
SHELF
SUPPORT

PALLET
SHELF

i

PALLET
BASE

CASTOR

DAR pine
Legs 900x 70x 70 2
Short legs 840 x 90 x 45 2
Long rails 1800 OxLS | 2
Timber screws Frame, pallet h il 90 x4
o5 5 ' shelves, legs and Short rails 560 x 90 x 45 3
mm xeg cross braces Shelf supports 840 x 42 x 30 2
) Door, short legs, Cross braces 470x 42 x30 1
Timber screws, e s 420 x 42 x 30 1
50mm x 8g
and leg braces Leg brace 560 x 42 x 30 1
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Turn an everyday kitchen tool into
the modern version of a cookbook
stand in three easy steps. With just

a piece of moulding and MDF you can
make over a timber chopping board as
a tablet holder to use while cooking.

U-shaped moulding
Ruler

Handsaw

Timher chopping hoard
MOF hoard

PUfl adhesive

Paint or lime wash
Fine grit sandpaper

.
ADHESIVE {k TABLET

HOLDER

»
i CHOPPING
‘ BOARD

U-SHAPED ACRYLIC
MOULDING PAINT
ns
f ¢
. MARKED
" TRIANGLE \\
1 Cut out the stand 2 Make the holder @ Apply the finish

Draw a right-angle triangle onto 9mm Cut U-shaped moulding to the tablet Use a paintbrush to apply a coat
MDF using a factory edge for one side, width, securing it to the front of the of acrylic paint, then allow it to
then cut out using a handsaw. Make board 30mm up from the base with dry. To distress the finish, sand it
the stand over half the height of the PVA adhesive. Centre the stand on the  back to reveal the bare timber using
chopping board with one angle of at board back at least 10mm up from the  fine grit paper. Or apply a lime wash
least 20°, to support the tablet weight. base, attaching with adhesive. stain to the bare timber.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman



SAVE on your

(4

& 4

I Are you buying an investment property?
I Are you looking for a better deal on your current mortgage?
I Are you looking to renovate?

Whatever your home finance needs, Contour Finance can help you.

Contour Finance has been looking after residential property, commercial property and
business finance for more than 14 years, partnering with many highly regarded professionals
to complement your long-term financial needs - financial planners, accountants, equipment
and motor vehicle finance, insurance, property research and legal services.

With access to more than 40 lenders Australia-wide, you're guaranteed the best possible
deal for your needs.

Find out how you can save thousands on your mortgage - visit
www.contourfinance.com.au or call 0468 992 287 to book your
FREE consultation!

Austrelan Representative

Number: 432291
v Broker Partner of the Year
NANCIAL

S - Contour

X BROKER ool ot FINANCE
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s the centre of a family
home, the kitchen is in use
on a daily basis and is often

the focal point during a party.
Creating a designer-look kitchen

can be as simple as replacing cabinet

doors and handles, and installing

a new splashback and benchtop.
Mixing elements of different

traditional styles can give a unique

custom look to suit your space.
Improving the kitchen is also

a practical investment, as it will help

raise the value of your property.

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman
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CABINETRY

As one of the central elements in
forming a cohesive look, cabinets
set the tone for your kitchen.

Select classic, monochrome
shades, such as black or grey, for
modern, minimalist designs.

Raw or lightly stained timber
cabinets represent a more urban
style, while white or cream doors
with moulding add a distinct
country element to a kitchen.

Handles are important details
and can both reinforce a style and
add extra character.

DESIGN TIP

Consider what type
of mechanisms you'll
have on the doors and

drawers when choosing
the style of handles.

Benchtops Granite benchtops bring class and 0
Choosing the right material for the style, and you can achieve the same
benchtop will determine the final look with engineered stone or marble. A mOHOChPOI'ﬂe
look of the room, as it is one of the Timber is a good choice if you're :
most dominant visual features. wanting a rustic feel, while stainless benChtop goes Wlth
A monochromatic bench is steel offers contemporary chic. everythlng and makes
a good base to start with, allowing For something different altogether, f t d t
you to add statement pieces later to laminates are versatile and come in uture up a eS eaoSY
introduce more character. a range of colours and patterns. and lnexpensrv'e

e )

GET THE Prestige 96mm Brushed —— {2 R —
LOOK ioeprotinenes ‘ ?

- - - B ]

ff Fi
g sikasil-CAP 3°°‘“‘l° i f s
5 White Silicone Sea ior;‘\ I ' 1
5 S about $10- aus.sika- IR ‘éﬁl
B Li 0 : ;
<
< Model'l'\ 14
5 Naleon Adhesive Paper Kahondg‘:,e iced 0ak
& Towel Holder, $17. profile t goor.
Kaboodle 2400mm naleon.com.au Cabine

Casablanca Benchtop,
$435. kaboodle.com.au
Handyman.net.au JULY 2015 71



Splashbacks
An effective way to revive the kitchen
is by adding a splashback. While they
are functionally important, protecting
walls from stains and damage, they
also play a key aesthetic role.

For a modern look, create a kitchen
in dual tones by using subway tiles
with contrasting grout. If you want
to give a sense of space in a small area,
use a mirrored glass splashback.

If you're after a more vibrant look,
a mosaic splashback will add plenty
of colour and texture.

To create a striking
White tiles with black grout provide a clean, modern style. mosaic splashback,
use tile sheets to get
the job done quickly
and effectively.

%)
Acrylic panelsican
be customised with™ ==
animageofyour
choice for & unique,
personalised touch

- "mssensse

-
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Watch Adam’s
step-by-step
expert guide
to building

a greenhouse

Subscribe for
more handy
how-to videos

Hang a picture

[nstall a smoke alarm

A

Daint a feature wall

009PO0E
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Tiles laid in patterns
Splashbacks that feature tiles laid in

patterns have made a comeback, with
herringbone being the latest trend.

C heCk @) Ut What [OO kS are h Ot r| g ht Subway and squared tiles are also
being widely used with black grout for

NOoOwW fI”O m S p I.a S h b acC kS tO S h e I.V| N g a stylish contrast against traditional

white cabinetry.

-

Industrial appeal
Exposed beams and brick
splashbacks are very
popular when it comes
to kitchen themes today.
These rustic features
§ add charm and character
to a space and look bestin a
contemporary-style kitchen.
Natural timbers
The raw materials usually
found in country homes are
now common features in
modern designer kitchens,
bringing a warm aesthetic.
Timber-Llike finishes and
textured timbers add a natural
earthy feel to any kitchen.

Black and white appliances
While stainless steel will always

be a favourite choice, black and
white appliances can give your
kitchen that extra bit of elegance
and modern flair. They work best
in kitchens with a black and white
or neutral colour scheme.

PICTURES KABOODLE KITCHEN

JULY 2015 Australian Handyman



Open-plan design
The advantages of an
open-plan kitchen layout
are numerous.

It makes the space
much more inviting and
accessible, and also ties
the kitchen in with the
rest of your home.

-~ |
A

% 3

Flﬁ-\

The two-tone effect

This look adds contrast and

character to a space, especially

when polar opposite shades

or textures are used.
Dark-coloured cabinets

teamed with timber work well

and are also being used with

gloss white cabinetry.

Exposed shelves ' L (S . Ap‘ open—plan
These are co.mmonly us:ed in ‘ ||l!|!!_ i s kltCheIl glveS
i R Wllfjy — theillusion of
hidden away in wall cabinets. \l'lm , more Space and
They can be customise Pt RN, o .
o =¥ increasesair flow
andmatural light

to suit the length and depth
of your space, or added on
to your island breakfast bar.
You can also create your
own from any benchtop
offcuts you may have.

Copper and gold accents
These two metallics add an
element of industrial elegance to

your Kitchen. They complement
neutral shades and really shine
when they’re incorporated with
vibrant colours or timber textures.
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HANG A

DOOR

Replace an old door to freshen
up the appearance of your hallway

WORDS AND PICTURES STUART SCOTT

ften, all it takes to give a tired
and outdated hallway a lift -A.f teP
is installing a new door. With a modern door, the bedroom
The main areas of this cottage entrance is instantly improved.
had been recently renovated, which
highlighted the need for an update in
the spaces that hadn’t been touched.
A bedroom door with chipped
and peeling paintwork, as well as an
ill-fitting passage set, needed to be
replaced with a modern option.
Hanging a door can be a tricky
process but with the right method,
it is something that can be done DIY.
Take your time and follow the rule,
measure twice, cut once, to achieve
a great result fairly easily.
We hung a hollow core door,
which is the usual choice for interiors.
The other alternative is a solid door,
but these are usually used for exteriors.
They are also much heavier, so you
may need an extra pair of hands.
The door, hinges and new passage
set for this project came to just $90. '>
g'e

\
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