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NEW!
Bosch 10.8V 3
Cordless System
Clever + Compact

Smart

S0 LI-ION+ Y} 0.8V

Technology

One battery for all 10.8V-LI tools

- i - & BOSCH
Bosch Power 4 All is the cordless system with lithium-ion technology for an entire family of Bosch

tools in the house and garden. Top performance with a single, compact 10.8 volt battery that fits all .
e sk Fia : e 2 Invented for life
cordless tools in the 10.8V Power 4 All system.

Check out the Bosch website: www.bosch-do-it.com.au
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This brilliant new feature makes it
easy to see, at a glance, whether
MagnaLatch® is locked or unlocked.
This means even greater peace-of-
mind and an extra level of security
for toddlers around swimming pools
and other no-go areas.

MagnaLatch "Series 3' offers not
just additional security but also
extra convenience, to ensure that
maintaining children's safety is easy.
A new Security Lock can now be
rekeyed to match other doors and

accesses around the home and garden.

Toddler drownings in backyard pools is still the leading
cause of accidental death in children under five years.

For 25 years Australian homeowners, pool owners and
childcare centres have trusted the iconic MagnaLatch®
to keep toddlers safe around pools and roads.

The proudly Australian-made and -owned MagnaLatch®
has become the world's best-selling pool safety gate
latch. No wonder we've sold millions worldwide.

Its safe and reliable ‘Lost Motion Technology' and
innovative magnetic action latches first time, every time.

BUILDERS" HARDWARE AISLE

World's most trusted
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Award-winning MagnalLatch® is easy to install to most
new and existing gates, with no special tools required.

The new MagnaLatch ‘Series 3' is safer than ever.
A new, visible (red dot) Lock Indicator shows, at a
glance, whether your gate is securely locked. The
lock can even be rekeyed to match your front door.

MagnaLatch® is available from all Bunnings stores
(Builders’ Hardware aisle) or your local fencing
contractor. Ask for the "MagnalLatch™ by name, and
beware of cheap, Asian-made copies.

For more: www.magnalatch.com.au

pool safety gate latch

'_.u D’| MAGNALatch:

TRUSTED FOR OVER 25 YEARS.
MILLIONS SOLD WORLDWIDE.

« Safe, reliable magnetic latching

* New, at-a-glance Lock Indicator

e Security lock for added protection
* Meets Australian Standards

e Made under Quality Assurance

' AUSTRALIAN MADE
’ AND OWNED

Magnalatch® is supported by KIDSAFE® and
former Olympic Swimming Coach and child
water safety advocate LAURIE LAWRENCE.
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: 11 HANDY STUFF 24 ADD A PERGOLA 84 SUCCULENTS FOR PEST BUSTERS THIS MONTH
j i ' Take care of the Christmas Cover an outdoor space to create THE SEASON Eradicate insects and rodents MNurture the garden through
) Jways 16 a0d ealour shopping with our gift ideas a frame for climbing plants Create a living centrepiece or the hottest part of the year
THEULTIMATE - — e ?ﬁ%'r"-'_ £ decoration using unique plants DIY SECURITY TRICKS
SCIMSES iRy T© 13 BUYER'S GUIDE 32 RAISE A DECK Deter thieves while you're away FESTIVE FLOWERS
Keep bugs at bay with these Replace a tiny balcony with 92 GIFT GUIDE Enjoy bursts of Christmas-themed
st (ol effective insect repellents an expansive alfresco room Check out the latest products BUSHFIRE PREP blooms throughout summer
HOLIDAY SPECIAL = | {504 to give as presents Take steps to minimise your risk
sMats spmcumtirming | D [lh ol 40 LAY EASY-CARE DECKING EVENING STARS
. . B+ Make the most of an awkward Grow fragrant flowers for
space with this clever build Renovate _ Outdﬂor lovely night-time perfume
46 _REVAMP THE BALCONY 97 FLIPPING HOUSES 129 FUN HOLIDAY PROJECTS SUMMER COLOUR
Transform a neglected deck Learn how to make money from Quick and easy ways to brighten Arrange flowering plants and
into an area for entertaining renovation guru Cherie Barber up your backyard foliage for a superb display
50 DECKING DECISIONS 106 KEEP YOUR COOL 160 LIGHT UP THE BACKYARD GROW ORGANIC VEGIES
COVER PHOTOGRAPHY Pick boards that suit your space Use smart strategies to stay Illuminate an entertaining Raise fresh produce without
ADAM WOODHAMS 3 SAVE THE DECK comfortable during summer area with lamps and spotlights using any harmful chemicals

Repair small problems DIY
58 REFINISH THE BOARDS

Clean and recoat the timber

T ¥ o™ PAINTED POTS
Rl L4 .2 Colour up a deck or patio with
cheerful terracotta containers
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2| A Christmas

=
- 6 FESTIVE NATIVES
60 ALFRESCO LIVING __,,_;_._ : Grow a Christmas tree or
Add attractive outdoor furniture = : A t bush indigenous to your state
A . b .
gy ﬁ O rememaober
& & < *&‘ N Tuckiinto a fantastic festive feast
A | '{:'[4' \1" g~ and have a very merry time
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Secure yours
home with
thes‘e{holld
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At Gainsborough we’re all about opening a world of new possibilities.

>
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www.gainsboroughhardware.com.au

ach year, our Dec/Jan issue is our
E most popular and biggest-selling

edition, reflecting how Aussies
love putdoor living and entertaining.

And what better way to embrace
this than to build a deck that will
become the place you spend most of
your summer, enjoying the sunshine
or just kicking back with friends.

Owver the years, we've featured lots
of decks, and shown you step-by-step
how to put one in at your place.

This issue has three great deck
building projects and an ultra-modern
pergola, starting on page 23. We also
give advice on keeping any existing
decks in tiptop shape, on page 53.

For even more ideas and deck
designs vou can build, check out our
website handyman.net.au.

Happy holidays
Why leave Christmas shopping to the
last minute and add stress to your life?
We've done the legwork for you and
come up with fantastic choices for the
family and the home, on page 11.
There's also a delicious Christmas
feast to prepare on page 68, and festive
decorations you can make on page 84.

Fun projects

When vou have time off work, it's

satifsying to get through that list

of jobs you've been putting off, like

regrouting tiles and fixing flyscreens.
But you could try our holiday

projects instead, on page 129, which

The Handyman team, from back Lleft.
Gun, Frank, Lee, Artemis, Conhie,
Ashleigh, Daniel, Kate and Amanda.

are much more creative and will add
colour and fun to your outdoor areas.
They're ideal to do with the kids,
and most use materials you probably
have lying around in the garage.

Stay safe
The holiday season is also a time when
those of us living in bushfire-prone
areas need to be prepared, just in case.
To make it easier and less stressful
for you, we've devised a checklist to
help protect yvou, your house, your
tamily and your pets, on page 121.

T OF

®THIS ISSUE

Another thing to be on top of
during the holidays is home security,
especially if you're going away. 50 we
share tips and tricks to help keep your
home safe, on page 116.

Enjoy the issue,

MANAGING EDITOR
LEE DASHIELL

THE MONTH

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ JaMW 2015
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ULTIMATE
DIY TOOL KIT

The NEW Stanley 176pc Tool Kit includes
a large range of sockets, quick release
ratchets, spanners, screwdrivers plus much Available at

QUNNI ING

r All content @201% Read lAustralial Pty Ltd, all rigt
oo Iion"add tion without : vhibited. All prices an
< at the time o of printing. Prices quotad a smmeanded retail price
To LEVEL . All material sent to Handyman [whether s
WITH YOU...

icited or not] will not be returned.
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STANLEY FATMAX levels are

ur information to provide our pro
eting purposes of RO :
tion is no tn owide

tough. With a lightweight
By our products or serv ‘ VA :..'L'.ya '.".l‘.-'J'L". Eadars
aluminium frame and shock Resienes L s oh oo il T )
nformation with o affiliate co s
resistant end-caps, these levels

may acCess or
are built to last. STN/006

more. Ideal for the home handyman,

0% W2 T
S ant [E"" "Cl'.".l"\' u

| .'! roOCEess.

this is the ultimate DIY tool kit!
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NALEON" | no Drilling. No Mess. No Fuss.

Pick out the perfect present for everyone this ’
holiday season from this round-up of musthaves”

ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT .

TIMEER

Bl O
5"‘; ﬁ.!ln'.lgli
PEREL YRS
| 'u'l'i ok
.I : l_:-".l.’ Al # 1.
LT ."1':'-...’-1"-
SR A B LA
b T B S R
i A
"o :I.l.'_-. r
:;.“ -JI L k I'il_-'l
PEIES
LN 2 Sl TR
1, =
T

Mounts to
mostsmooth
surfaces.

*ADHESIVE MOUNTED
* NO DRILLING
*STRONG HOLD
*EASY TO MOUNT

* EASY TO REMOVE

*3KG HOLDING POWER CONCRETE g
- RELIABLE 18
B E
=
A5
2
R -
STAKE & : ' 7 . , : ,
B i AneLs ! CHARGE SMARTPHONES and tablets with the two-port Energizer Powerbank, $100. energizerbatteries.com.au
INCLUDED T ATTRACT WILDLIFE to the garden with the colourful Garden Trading Co Bird Feeder, 45, from Bun nings.

LIGHT THE WAY using a 125 x 75 x 75mm Orange Butterfly Candle Lantern, about $4, from Bunnings.

KEEP INDOOR PLANTS watered for up to four days with a Scheurich Froggy Water Reserve, $4, from Bunnings.
-'1" PAINT IT FAST with a Wagner Flexio 585 Spray Gun for small to medium jobs, $229. wagneraustralia.com.au
DETECT MOULD RISK and thermal bridges with a Bosch Thermo Detector Measurer, $179. bosch-do-it.com.au
Available at : PRINT WIRELESSLY at home or in the office with a Fuji Xerox Docuprint CM215fw, $405. fujixerox.com.au

H 3 Grow pod” is a new product that is ideal for growing herbs or flowers on your a
Plant lt‘ wa.ter lt kitchen window, outside or patio walls. You'll find Grow pod™ at Bunnings or & IlhlG'S
aﬂd WBtCh lt ngW. to see the full MALEONrange of household products visit naleon.com.au

CTURE
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REMOVE RESTRICTION when using a Makita 115mm 18V Angle Grider, $119, skin only. makita.com.au

TRY GOURMET barbecue recipes with King of the Grill by Ross Dobson [Murdoch Books, $40]. murdochbooks.com.au . <ol
GO SHORT with a VS Sassoon For Men Crew Cut Kit, including a cordless trimmer, $120. vssassoon.com.au i N -
GRILL IT using a Samba BBQ Smoking Gift Pack with smoker box and three smoking chip packs, $20, from Bunnings.
COOL DOWN using a Coleman Game Day Chilla Chair Combo with space for 18 cans, $39. colemanaustralia.com.au
BRING BEER in an Esky 38L Soft Wheeled Cooler, which holds up te 42 cans, $50. colemanaustralia.com.au
SWITCH BETWEEN battery or corded power sources with a Ryobi 18V Hybrid Line Trimmer, $199. ryobi.com.au - g

ERS, WODD CH
-

S |HAIRCL

-~
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dental station @

utensis cup @

large shelf &

comer basket @

soap dish ®

medium shelf &

double comer basket @

vanity miror @
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EVERLOC

SUCTION SYSTEM

wwuw.everloc.com.au

® Innovative Design
® Easy to Install
B Patented suction system

® Durable Stainless Steel &
Polycarbonate

® Holds up to 15kg
® No tools required

® Designed in Australia

holding
capacity”

*"The waight rating applies fo suction cups Installed
under ideal condifons and should be used az a
guide anly. The masdmum walght bearng ability of
this product will vary frorm surlace to surface. This
product i designed for use anly as ilustrated on
frant ol packaging.

MICHAEL BLAECK

, THIS ISSUE
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GET OUT the door faster with a Kambrook Blitz2Go Active Personal Blender, $50. kamhrook.com.au
WELCOME BIRDS with fresh water in a Gardman Cast Iron Antiqgue Hanging Bird Bath, $14. brunnings.com.au
PROTECT EYES from the sun and projectiles with UV Wraps Safety Glasses, $14. uvwraps.com.au

FIX IT using an Ozito 3.4V Li-ion Cordless Serewdriver Torch Kit with 54 serewdriver bits, $29. ozito.com.au
CALL BACK friends and family using a Uniden Modro 15 Series Retro Style Home Phone, $50. uniden.com.au

RECLINE IN style and relax on a comfy wicker Mimosa Balmaoral Day Bed with Canopy, $899, from Bunnings.
MOVE IT with ease around the deck on an Eden 35¢m Pot Plant Trolley made from cast iron, $20, from Bunnings.

15




RETRO OR PRO - YOU DECIDE!

KINCROME HAS EVERY STORAGE SOLUTION COVERED

KINCROME ‘RETRO’ KINCROME 'GT RETRO KINCROME "STAINLESS’

GHEST & TROLLEY COMBO GHEST & TROLLEY COMBO GHEST & TROLLEY WORKSHOP
8 Drawer = Size: 28" » Part No. P7328 8 Drawer = Size: 28" « Part No. P7628 20 Drawer = Size: 41" « Part No. K7308
Measurements: 720 x 460 x 1320mm Measurements: 720 ¥ 460 x 1320mm Measurements: 1041 x 4802x% 1615mm

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY TOOLS & STORAGE SOLUTIONS M ﬂ EQQME c

www.kincrome.com.au

CLEAN UP WITH USA MAD
SELF-STANDING BAGS!

% | MICHAEL BLAECK

The GORILLA ‘Extra Tough’

GET KIDS into gardening with a fun Munakuppi Grow Hair Kit, $5. mrfothergills-seeds-bulbs.com.au 5 Self-Standing Bags are ideal for :

- WATER IT with a Sontax 1.8L Blue Watering Can made from galvanised iron and stainless steel, $9. sontax.com.au = around the home. Manufactured from & 1

, PROTECT HANDS while in the garden with a pair of Wells Lamont Kid's Washable Gloves, $5, from Bunnings. ] heavy duty plastic, the bags stand
MAKE TASTY icy treats for the children in just 10 minutes with a Zoku Ice Cream Maker, $40. zokuhome.com ;3- upright in 3 easy steps and make

, ADD ADVENTURE with Uniden Camouflaged UHF Radios, which have a 3km range, $40 for two. uniden.com.au cleaning up and disposing a breeze! " y : -
DIG IN using a My First Fiskars sturdy shovel, spade, rake or broom, about $17 each. au.fiska rﬁ_.cnm : GORILLA Salf-SIandInn Bags At bl tﬂllﬂh P Gardening r Stnraqe . {;amping el l.||:l
BE CREATIVE with a Wood Worx Fashion Jewellery Craft Kit or Street Racer Kit, $16 each. colorific.com.au G 12 Bags included in a pack (12 Zip Ties also included). Bag Measurements: 840 x 840 x 1210mm

/ ?uﬂmﬁé See the range of Kincrome at BUNAWNGS today! JOIN THE KINCROME KLUB- kincrome.com.au/register

16
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BU ‘ ER'S Keep bugs at bay the easy way this barbie season
INS ECTS with these good-looking coils, zappers and candles

REPEL
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Diffuse it

Sniff the smooth scent of

.. =
A - e sandalwood with the New Mountain
Safe zone ress Portable Diffuser, $17. It includes -
Make sure mosquitoes don’t EmaVe the risk of being #‘ z five sticks that give two hours of

at cke:l when dining outside
Wlth the Waxworks Brushed

mute the mood of ym}‘dlnner

party with the Mnrtein Outdoor
Mosquito Lantern, $13. 1}:& candle Staln[eﬂi Steel Table Top Burner,

odourlessly repels for up to four . $19. The sleek hign will wwnewmountainol

hours, creating a 5 x 5m barrier. . ... complement any outdoor setting. * -~
. "

protection each, whether you're in
the yard or away camping.

Wick away
Safequard against all-night
itching with the Waxworks
Citronella Zen Bucket, $10.

It has a wind-resistant wick and

is available in three vibrant Cotta have it

colours, green, blue and red.

Take no chances at your next
barbie with the Waxworks Citronella
and Sandalwood Mozzie Coils in
a Terracotta Diffuser, $5. It uses
natural repellents to make sure you
have no unwanted guests. >

o Party trnopeg . '
ra~ Setupforasuccessful suir"ée with
P ¢ 4 the Haven 7em Ceramic Candle
** *Holder, $7. Just pop in a citronella
candle to keep bugs from
bothering your guests, without
[ _ ﬁr compromising your table setting.
§ B

~ 4 ' .

ntre peace’
. ake a statemenh_\j“h the
__Waxwurks Aura Tahle Top

—r

e - —WIck |sw1nd*re515'tantwhrte the
e P -——:ltroneﬂaessentlalmlkeepsthe

mozzles away frnm the table.
e
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Be-Your-Own PROFESSIONAL
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READ SAFETY DIRECTIONS r ‘ [
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Bug blaster

Get rid of irksome biters with the =
Yard Guard Bug Vac Triple Action |
Flying Insect Trap, $90. Attracted
by the UV lamp, a fan suckstHeymm
insects into detergent-spiked water

where they get stuck and drown. :
Automatic

dvanc -
e Cant Syt |

Shock therapy - e
Attract and attack backyard blood : ' A "Q

UL
bk

! stickersWith theMagic Tolchm.
- inger Solar insect Killer, $45.
The UV light draws them to the o Iy ; B
1500W killing grid, and can be : = W e 4 NOLTIPURPDSE k: o —
switched to a white LED path ligh\h.,\ ' \ : ' ' NS - : L
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ONLY SUNTUF” HAS A lfrﬂdd an
30 YEAR TRACK RECORD allresco room

} { / : . . Construct a modern

timber pergola over a patio
or courtyard to define the

® - . space and provide a sturdy
U N u F ] . ' 7 . frame to hold climbing
I “SUNTUF®, YOUR FIRST CHOICE” ik ey plants for shade.
i ] .I ' o 3 ..:-_ -'r u_r:.f o,

clim
HIEVide ample EhElde_

- '
bers,lhis

SUNTUF® SOLARSMART
offers a much more comfortable
' style using natural diffusec

i
-

Smart is the 1st produc g,
ralia to offer AntiGlare - ;

Creafé your ultimate entertaining area with 11 inspiring
projects and upgrades for decks, courtyards and patios

%
Wl

Pl
NLITE® TWINWALL

rs a smooth a Iter native Iﬂl

Landscape
with decking

Use modern decking

=TS STUART SCOTT

materials to landscape
a split-level yard and add
a functional outdoor
i ; \ extension of the home
PALRAM QLD PALRAM VIC/TAS PALRAM WA = : ' b : ' in a narrow space.

light diffusion. -

Il THINES TOCK [ 1%

Lo i F x . i L) Design and create aspace for
P 2 2288 el: (02) 8805 1 el: (03) 9219 : ) 9302 ¢ = ) eating and relaxing outside.

asa patural link
PALRAM

N
Build On. This deck Works

. ard.
“an the house and the Y
. hetweeﬂ.__,_‘ ‘
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PERGOLA

Define an outdoor room and provide support for climbing
plants by constructing an impressive timber feature

PROJECT FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURES STUART SCOTT

Seal cut timber ¥

ourtyards invite us outside in
the warmer months but provide
little protection from the sun.
For this exposed courtyard, a solid
6 x 2.4m timber pergola was built as
a framework for climbing plants
to shade the area, and supported by
a ledger secured with Dynabolts to
the rendered side wall of the house.
Before starting the build, ensure
timber sizes meet Australian standards

and check whether council approval
or building plans are required.

We used Woodhouse Weatherproof
Fink Primed LOSP Architectural Pine
(woodhouse-weatherproof.com.au).

Treated to an H3 level to be termite
and fungal resistant, it needs finishing
with two coats of paint. The posts and
beams are GL8 laminated pine, while
the rafters, ledger, battens and braces
were cut from structural F7 pine. >

ML A A A R e A e L el Al R L A AR LA R L R L R AL L R R ™
- -

Building the frame :

Prepare the site using stringlines

to setouta & x 2.4m rectangle.
Check the area for square with

a builder’s sguare and take diagonal

measurements between corners.

-

For an exterior build, it is essential
to finish the timber correctly.
SEAL all cut ends, drilled holes,
notches and rebates using an
APVMA registered timber
preservative end sealer.
PRIME all sealed
surfaces once they

are dry to ensure

the treatment area

is thoroughly sealed.

€) SECURE rafters set at a 5° angle
between the ledger and front beam.
©) TOP the rafters with six equally
spaced battens for lateral stability,
set parallel to the front beam.
© BRACE the structure with knee
braces positioned parallel to the
house wall off the corner posts.
Footing sizes vary with soil type
and wind ratings. In high-wind areas,
specific post supports that must be
anchored in the concrete footings are
@ ADD a roof by bolting front and needed, so check all requirements
side beams to the posts and ledger. with your Llocal building authority.

- L]
fssasansaEanEs sEsssEssEsRIRsEBsREERaEsEisaRssRsEREsaEEndEnEIRsERssEERERanEnan”

Mark the positions of the footing
holes and excavate the holes to the
required size then fill with concrete.
€ INSTALL three 135 x 135mm
posts secured to concrete footings
on galvanised supports and attach

a ledger to the side of the house, Enseal Clear Thiber

Preservative, $16 for
300g. aftek.com.au

-'#1 AR LA AR AR IR R A AR Al Rl RdR LRl AR LE L] ™

TsaddassidsaaRadnsRaEEdadaadasREsiaasaananan?
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SFTI THINKSTOCK

PICTUREITOP

¥

TIME 3 DAYS
SKILL INTERMEDIATE

DIY $2380

TOOLS MITRESAW,
DRILL, CIRCULAR SAW,

Providing a ffa-meyvu:r[{*tu support

climbers forshade, the pergola makes an
exposed courtyard much more inviting.-

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ 14N 2015 25
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Prepare the posts
To give the pergola structural strength
and a solid look, we chose treated

I S Ca e s o pine posts with a large 135 x 135mm
. B . : - \ i section size, but 88 and 112Zmm

square posts are also available.
, . ; Before erecting and securing the

- e T & . ' , three posts, secure supports to the
T " bases and brace the posts in position.
Establish the finished height and mark
it on the post tops.

Cut the housings in the top of the
posts to carry the front beam, then

.....

seal all cut ends ready for installation.
To finish, apply two coats of
semi-gloss exterior acrylic to the posts

— e .
Bl e ; , and all pergola components to provide
o, — - VR : - : G - N protection from the elements. We
- :

e Vel IR G T : O S g - L2 A : used the Colorbond colour Dune to

: i : : S G R L : ' ' 2 blend in with the house.

TIP To make finishing quicker and
easier, apply at least one coat of paint
before building starts. »

—

f | #TAUBMANS |

and Stay Cool e
== this | Summe

e

o
4 pr— i
: o

—

| e . J!ii’ e Spacewnh—vihrant ;:.utdnnr_,“'--a-:-l—' "- Taubmans Endure Semi Gloss for
it . rniture thatwi WISt SO ETEEIETENTSS Exterior Walls, $67 for 4L.
: : taubmans.com.au

: Installing the supports

The post bases had 5mm wide slots cut 110mm deep to accommodate the centre-fix supports, then bolt holes were
drilled through the posts to align with the holes in the support plates. TIP Seal the cut ends with timber preservative.

ML R N s  EE E T IS S TR IR Y R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R E R R L LT ™
-
-

—e" CUFHEAD
BOLTS

P

~ HOLMAN

CBUNNINGS e T [e—"

The HOLMAN Misting System product range comprises of three box kits, and an individually available selection of parts, that allow | RS llelilellelleletfeldelfelelfllelelelflellelelelellelflldel ettt
you to set up the design that best suits your location. For fully automatic Misting, we recommend adding the HOLMAN Misting Tap
Timer to your system. (Product Code: CO3009). Misting System 7M Kit - Product code: MK21013, Misting System 4M Expansion Kit
Product code: MK21014, Misting System 20M Deluxe Kit - Product code: MK21015. Now that’s smart watering! ~

@ CUT SLOTS for the support @ DRILL THE HOLES to 20mm deep € INSTALL THE SUPPORTS by
plates, 110mm high and 5mm wide with a 25mm spade bit to make tapping the plate into position. Align
with a circular saw, then a handsaw. recesses for the washers and nuts. the holes and secure using stainless
Centre the support to mark bolt hole Use a twist bit matching the bolt size steel cuphead bolts, washers and
locations on both sides of the post. to drill through from both sides, nuts, tightened with a socket wrench.
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@ Build the pergola

"
-~

LEDGER

BEAM

Set out the rafters

Mark the rafter setout on the
ledger, aligning the first and last rafter
with the ledger ends and locating the
rest at 832mm centres. Position the
ledger on the beam, setting it 65mm
in from each end, then transfer the
setout to the beam with the rafters
60mm from the base.

BEAM

HOUSING

o

HOUSING

Cut the beam housings
Set out the beam housings on the
end posts, measuring 60mm down

and 42mm up from the rafter positions,

then cut the top of the end posts to
align with the top of the rafters at 5°
Use a circular saw to cut away the
housing waste, finishing with a chisel.
Seal the cut ends of the timber,

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Attach the ledger
Mark hole locations at 450mm
centres on the ledger, drilling recesses

25mm in diameter and 20mm deep,
finishing with a 1Zmm twist bit. Flick
a level chalkline to show the height,
then prop the ledger in position. Use
a hammer drill to bore 12Zmm holes,
securing the ledger with Dynabolts.

CENTRE
POST

Lﬁ-u\
BEAM
HOUS MG

Erect the posts

Stand the two end posts and
secure to the concrete footings using
Dynabolts. Brace them plumb and
stretch a stringline between the end
posts to locate the housing position
on the centre post. Cut the centre post
to length, prepare the beam housing,
then brace and bolt it in position.,

Mark the post heights

Brace an end post in position,
then cut a 5° bevel on one rafter.
Butt the cut end of the rafter against
the ledger so it slopes at 5° past the
post, then clamp it to the post and
mark the position. Repeat for the
other end post, checking for level
using a water level.

FRONT

BEAM
RAFTER
SETDUT

Secure the front beam
Cut 65 x 30mm rebates on the
beam ends, chiselling out the waste,

then lift it into position on the posts.

Dirill offset 25mm recesses to 20mm
deep in the back of each post, then
finish drilling through with a 10mm
auger bit. Tap in the bolts and secure
the beam using a socket wrench.

i

RAFTER

Add the rafters

Cut the rafters with 5% parallel
bevels on each end. Use screws to
temporarily secure cleats to the beam
and ledger, then position each rafter

in turn on the setout marks, securing
with pairs of skewed nails on either
side, then with 140 x 45mm joist
hangers and clouts.

FINALL

FOR WORK...

Attach the side beams

Cut the side beams to length
with 57 parallel bevels on each end,
then clamp them to the end rafters
and secure to the front beam using
screws. Secure the side beams to the
end rafters from the inside with screws
at 500mm centres, then secure the
side beams to the ledger with screws.

ONE PAIR OF
GLASSES...

Secure the battens

Position the first batten on the
rafters next to the front beam, then
cut spacers to position the remaining
battens. Drill 8Bmm clearance holes
in the battens to secure to the rafters
with screws. Countersink the screw
heads just below the surface, cover with
timber filler and sand when dry. >

ADJUSTABLE
NOSE PIECE!

Item#
SG 82150

& WEEKENDS!

FROM ONLY

AVAILABLE IN THE TOOLS DEPARTMENT AT ALL BUNNINGS STORES

Freecall customer service 1300 786 723 or visit Www.uvwraps.com.au




@ Pergola

measurements in mm

Brace the pergola by adding
knee braces inside the corner
posts. Use a mitresaw to cut
them with opposing 45° angles
on the ends. Position between
the front beam and posts, drill
8mm countersunk clearance
holes and secure with screws.

RAFTER

EMD
POST

Stainless steel
cuphead bolts,
M10 = 130mm

Galvanised Dynabaolts,
M12 % 100mm

Galvanised clouts,
40 % 2.Bmm

Galvanised nails,
75% 3.5mm

Galvanised bugle
screws, 7omm x 149

Galvanised bugle
screws, T00mm x 14g

Post to support
and front beam

Ledger
Joist hangers
Rafters

Rafters to side
beams, battens
and knee braces

Beam corners

END —
— X 2400 ] POST .H'\-\.:.'
oy R —e Y
240 ﬁ e | <
2772
4000 RAFTER SETOUT
832 832 832 83z 832 832 83z
2402 - + l | : .
440
CONCRETE I
FOOTING 440
440 2400
LA am_ |
450 ~
L40
:' :j I II I E—[: 171 | I ;._l" I |
POST SETOUT 45 135 [ 13 135 [ 85
\#‘ 433 '*,I' 2300 "._/ 2300 \';r 632 '4.._/
&000
& FASTENERS ® CUTTING LIST
# Dynabolts, Post supports GL8 H3 LOSP Pine
M10 % 50mim Pasts 2600x135% 1356 3

=i

Frant beam 000 x 240 x 65
Side beams 2360 x 240 % &5 2
F7 H3 LOSP Pine

Ledger 2870 x 138 x 42 1
Rafters 2293 x138x 42 8
Battens 2870 x 6% 42 b
Carner braces 480x90x 42 2

*+ Handyman.net.au

Download the tools, materials

and costs to make this project.
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Builders, Tradies, DIYers -

Save time, reduce errors on all

your construction and DIY projects!

For the Trades Model 4050 (Bunnings ltemn #5660432)

Construction Master: 5 el

Simplifies tough layout and estimating math.

.......... * Stair layouts * Square-ups and
"""" « Built-in right angle diagonals
calculations * Hips/Valleys/Jacks
* Cladding » Circle/Arc solutions ) == ]
* Areas, Volumes  Roofing, Rafter and

and Weight Rake-Wall solutions

ProsecrCarc: PLus mx

Buy just the right amount of project materials.

* Paint » Bulk bags

» Wallpaper  « Custom Tile
* Flooring » Blocks

» Tile » Studs

For the Trades
ScaLe Masrter: CLassic

Dramatically cut takeoff time and reduce errors.

p=rain

» Large easy-to-read

* Multiple dimensional

display units =
* 72 built-in scales » Built-in accumulative ==
» 6 custom scales Memories

« U.S. and Metric scales * Built-in Counter

¥
i

Get it right the first time — Put one of these construction-math power tools to work on your next project.

Available at

CALCULATED BUNN INGS
INDUSTRIES® Sece the demo videos on www.calculated.com p——

i

o
o I
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g, * What i cosf
e @ Concrefe
Bricks, sana and cemend
Stee/ beams
Timber framewors
Bl:ﬁn; boards
Fasteners, threaded roq
Strapping, hardware
chﬁnﬁ o/
Balvstrade
Carpenders
.'Bn'd-fufcrs

&n Sineerin S drawin 5s
After roTAL

The new deck is supported on steel
beams spanning between brick piers.
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Adding an outdoor room to this
coastal home opened up the views

PROJECT FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURE STUART SCOTT

he original design of this
home, belonging to Handyman
f

Technical editor Frank Gardner,
featured a narrow balcony that didn’t
take full advantage of the sweeping
bay and mountain views,

"We love eating alfresco, so we
decided to knock down the balcony
and build a deck big enough for the
whole family to enjoy our beautiful
outdoor setting,” says Frank.

Engineer-specified plans, including
dimensions, heights and material sizes,
were drawn to scale, then submitted to
council for development approval.

Footing the bill
He knew the deck could blow out the
reno budget, so Frank worked with
tradies to help save on labour costs
! and sourced some of the materials,
like the bricks, from recycling vards.
The money we saved went
towards a set of cedar French doors
| between the family room and the
new deck,’ says Frank.
To prepare the site, the old
1200mm wide balcony was removed,
then the deck area was set out and

- ————eCE squared up at ground level.

Concrete footings were poured,
then brick piers erected to carry the
weight of the deck, with steel beams
positioned on top and tied to the
piers using threaded rod.

A ledger was bolted to the floor
joist stubs of the original balcony
to support the new joists, which
were then fitted inside the steel
keams and braced with blocking.

To finish, blackbutt decking boards
were laid and a new stainless steel
wire balustrade was installed. »

Off with the old ¥

The old balcony was supported by
the house floor joists cantilevered
at the front of the house.

First the balustrade and
decking were removed, then the
joists cut back to within T0mm of
the rendered brickwork.

‘The remaining joist stubs
were used as solid attachment
points for the new ledger instead
of securing it with Dynabolts to
the soft dry-pressed brickwork
of the house,” says Frank.
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. Attaching the ledger

The joist setout was marked on the ledger and notches cut to fit over the joist stubs, then
recesses were drilled for coachscrew heads and the ledger was secured flush to the wall.

L
LEDGER ::_m,._

e

l.,..lill!i‘l!ldll!illIlIlit-lhtirl!ihl-irilIitll!llllnlll!ll'lliil‘ilil-lliiil-lll-!i'i-!l!llrti-,.

be level with the house's upper floor. . E
@ CUT NOTCHES to a depth of 10mm @ DRILL THE RECESSES by turning €) SECURE THE LEDGER by propping :
at the back of the ledger between the ledger over, then using a 25mm it in position with the notches slotted E
Setting out the deck DECK FRAMING the setout marks using a circular spade bit to drill 15mm deep recesses over the joist stubs. Drill pilot holes :
‘It was important to have a seamless measurements in mm J0ISTS - LEDGER saw. Use a chisel to square up the to accommodate the screw heads on into the joists, then secure with _
transition from the house to the deck notches and remove the waste. the front between the joist setout lines. stainless steel coachscrews. 2> :
across the door sill,” says Frank. n 1 TTT Yooueee S Y S PR L RSO R PRI PIR CR RSP SR |
fﬁ?} achieve thi:at the new joists were féTEiEﬁ—-.,\ | ‘-'LU_"_,-‘-T-" -
positioned flush with the top of the - 5! 1 | 5| 5
remaining floor joist stubs. 1%— { _\) bt 3
‘It was easy in the end, as we BRICK _ W II th t b 1 d I
simply aligned the new joists with — PIER ; Led alls dal can be Wlpe clean
the old because they were spaced at siockiie 1 L1 L T 1 1 [ fBALCcoNyY = »
perfect 450mm cenfres,’ sa}i Frank. tlme and agaln? Sure Can!
Plumb lines were established from A |
the outer joist stubs down to ground “Eﬁ'&’ffﬁ? _"'_ ' British Paints Clean & Protect creates a beautiful, resilient, interior
level and a 5.9 x 5m stringline setout R AR finish that can be wiped clean time and time again. Trust British Paints
was pegged in position, then the WHIPREERNE e Clean & Protect to help keep that freshly painted look for longer.
footing locations were marked. : _

The engineer-designed footings
were dug using a shovel and fencing
bar, then once council inspection was

Steel beams ¥

complete, they were filled with just Two hot-dipped galvanised steel
over half a cubic metre of concrete. beams were positioned on top of the : '
A steel float was used to level brick piers to carry the deck load. At e
the concrete just above ground level, either end of the beams, 15mm holes B JL b » ts
then a bricklayer was employed to were drilled for the threaded rod. rltlSh Pa ln
build the four 350 x 350mm piers up Says Frank, ‘| held my breath as
to a height 195mm below floor level. the beams were lowered into place. e
‘T mixed the mortar and also ‘Amazingly the holes aligned E ¥
lugged the bricks to help save on perfectly and the rods slotted =
labour costs,” says Frank. smoothly through the holes.’ E . : || \
M12 threaded rod was embedded The beams were then secured The rod was cut to Length using an s g“"“blﬂ = ! y ___‘._!'M ’
in the centre of the brick piers to tie in position using washers and nuts. angle grinder and metal cutoff wheel. % wms , ascle

down the steel beams,

L Cleang Protect.

British Paints S T g
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Adding the joists
‘This was the most time-consuming
part of the job, as 30 joists had to be
prepared before securing,’ says Frank.
The top of the joists had to be level
with the top of the steel so the decking
could remain flush across the beams.
This meant notches needed to be cut
in the ends before they were secured.

' to install.
Keeps the kids safe. e

Live happily Everton after. > e e

oists were notched at ground Level.
] g with the setout marks.

When it comes to keeping your kids safe around your pool the choice DECKING T
, , ; , . SUPPORT STRUCTURE A
is clear. Everton pool fences are stylish, easy to install with a friend, - measurements in mm
HOUSE
Australian Standard compliant and best of all, the toughened safety f WALL
glass panels offer uninterrupted panoramic views. COACHECREW
FLAMGE T £ s / —
| LEDGER _ :
WEB - _
8 159 _‘/ 175 MASS
CONCRETE 300
' FOOTING
l T | 400 SQUARE The 450mm joist setout was marked on
top of the ledger and both steel beams.

Preparing the joists

The short joists needed a single notch at one end to fit over the ledger, and two notches at the other end to fit
inside the flanges of the I-shaped beam, while the long joists needed double notches an both ends.

-I' &
.

JOIST

LEDGER CLAMPED

NOTCH

JDISTS

-.iil.llifIiili.liili.iliili.i..iiiii.iiilIiili.liiii.ll.ii.li.il.fiil‘
I R R R R R R R R R N R R R R R RN T Y

@ CUT NOTCHES for the ledger @ PREPARE THE BEAM NOTCHES by €) SECURE THE JOISTS to the ledger
at one end of the shorter joists, clamping five joists together and cutting by first skew-nailing through the
marking 90mm in from one edge 40 x 10mm notches on the top ends and sides and through the top into the
- = . and 45mm from the end, then 40 x 25mm notches on the base ends, joist stubs. Attach joist hangers to .
— .' cut them out using a handsaw. then chamfer the corners using a planer. bring the joints to full strength. > :

LT Ittt Ittt T Y ITIII Y T It st T s r T IR TECEEYNCTTIEIITIIITL A

Visit everton.com.au or discover 'Eve rton

the entire D.LY. range at Bunnings. THE CHOICE IS CLEAR
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NOW IS 'I HET IIUIE TO

BUILD

Bracing the joists using 40mm x 8g stainless steel F”-”Shmg touches ¥
‘To prevent any lateral movement of screws through the clearance holes.

the joists in the beams, 140 x 45mm To attach the blocking on the other Once the framework was
timber blocking was cut to fit between side, 10mm holes were drilled in the complete, it was time to cover CI_I Ec K I-I- le I-I- WA-I-(\ I'I I-I-
each pair of joists,” says Frank. blocks to provide access for drilling the exposed beam as well as - o d -

Three Smm clearance holes were clearance holes through the steel. add bracing and blocking for

drilled through the vertical web of the  The block ends were also skew-nailed maximum strength and rigidity. ; ] : E
beam, then the blocking was secured to the joists using a nailgun. A sd . 111 111th1 ' nE 1111
!
F
1

ADD THE FASCIA

Treated pine was clamped to the & .
outside of the front beam and a - B B o P
held with Ramset nails before o E ] i l&:‘
being secured from the reverse o ' g g | 5 " r:‘j: _“,.i E'ﬂ‘!
side with screws. Decking boards x EE :‘ & ;". e [;_r;.'
The exact spacing between A sliding mitresaw was Clearance holes Smm in LU L L T - L m

the joists was measured used to cut the blocking te  diameter were drilled
to fit the blocking. fit between the deck joists. through the steel web.

Laying the boards

To clad the framework, 86 x 19mm joists, with pilot holes drilled in the
decking boards were chosen. board ends to prevent splitting.
‘We started laying the boards at Clearance holes were drilled
the side of the steel beam closest through the top of the steel beams to
to the house, then worked our way secure the boards to the blocking.
back to the house, and finally out to The balustrade was secured,
the front of the deck,” says Frank. then the boards were Left for six
Three rows of boards were laid weeks to release the tannins, and
down at a time and secured to the the deck was oiled to finish.

: By, 1.
.* . = .‘
- N

CROSS5-BRACE THE DECK

For further stability, metal
strapping was crisscrossed
corner to corner and tightened
using a tensioner. This bracing
was secured to the joists using
40 x 2.8mm galvanised clouts.

FEEBEFERFREIEBENEREERREONEEREEnEn"

e e R S R SRR SRRy ey A B EE B FEE R mma e e

SECURE THE CENTRE BLOCKING

A centre row of blocking was Be a lifesaver fence your pool with ler Aluminium fencing
secured perpendicular to the Available off-the-shelf: Custom order:

joists. Every second block was
offset 45mm so the blocking
could be secured through the
sides of the joists using nails. r EVERYONE CAN BE A LIFESAVER \

18 Royal Life Saving e e TR e CFORLIFE )

N
Tdpa s A E A AR RRE R B EEE

Check the steel beam Lay out and secure three Drill clearance holes
for straightness before or four rows of decking to secure the decking
aligning the boards. boards at a time. boards to the blocking.

L ] L]
T R T L R LA T aEssssSNEsaAEsRAsaBEERsaREREERnEnann”
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TIME & DAYS
SKILL INTERMEDIATE

DIY $3760

After

What was oncea hare_.,ﬁtripl"rs now
an inviting outdoor living space.
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TOOLS MITRESAW,
HAMMER DRILL,
CIRCULAR SAW,

JIGSAW

Lay easy-care
decking

Transform a sandy no-go zone into a maintenance-free
outdoor living space using manufactured boards

PROJECT FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURE STUART SCOTT

dding an extension is a great

way to increase both the

value of a house and available
living space, but sometimes it affects
how adjacent areas can be used.

When the owners of this beachside
home extended up and back, they
needed to cut into the sloping block,
resulting in a change of level between
the house and backyard.

A timber retaining wall was
installed, but a solution needed to be
found for the 1500mm wide strip of
rubble that remained between the back
of the house and the retaining wall.

The owners decided to cover
the gap by building a timber deck
matching the floor level of the home,
extending from the back of the house
to the retaining wall.

Alow 15.6 x 1.5m deck was
designed to be built DIY using
H3 treated pine for the ledgers and
joists, and H4 treated pine for the
in-ground stump posts.

Choosing the type of decking
to lay was an important decision.
The deck had to be tough enough
to withstand year-round exposure to
the elements and the rigours of three
yvoung children playing on it, while
being low maintenance.

The deck plan

The treated pine framing was
clad with Ekodeck, an engineered
composite decking material from
Ekologix (ekologix.com.au).

Ekodeck boards come in 5.4m
lengths, which worked well with the
almost 16m long deck area.

Composite boards are extremely
durable and easy-care, requiring
neither ciling nor painting.

Made of natural fibres, including
bamboo with reclaimed timber and
recycled plastic, this product range is
available in four colours with boards
either 137mm or 88mm wide.

When planning a deck, ensure the
timber sizes, spans and spacings meet
Australian standards and check with

council whether approvals are needed.

If using manufactured boards
like Ekodeck, carefully read the
manufacturer’s installation guide
before commencing any work. >

Ekodeck Boards,
137 x 23mm, Dark
Brown, $42 each.
ekologix.com.au

Composite boards ¥

4

A bmm gap is needed between
Ekodeck boards. Cut 20 spacers
from 70 x 35mm scrap timber
with a circular saw. Use 4mm
spacers for the butt-joined ends.

To prevent the boards
from mushrooming,
countersink all
pilot holes.

Inwarm
climates, predrill
holes slightly
larger than the
screw diameter,

minimising joist

penetration.
This will allow for any

increased movement caused

by expansion and contraction.

TIP Nailing is not recommended

for composite boards.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015
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® La the_ deck

RETAINING

STRINGLINE

Set the deck levels

Use a water level to transfer the
house floor level to the ends of the wall
at the back of the house and to the
retaining wall. Measure down 23mm
from these level marks, allowing for
the thickness of the decking boards,
to establish the ledger heights and set
taut stringlines in position.

= HOUSE
LEDGER

STRINGLINE

DYMABOLT ’r
=Ny

Add the house ledger

Drill Z5mm recesses 2Z0mm deep,
then 12Zmm diameter holes through
the ledger at 450mm centres. Prop the
house-side ledger in position and
drill holes in the wall with a 12Zmm
masonry bit, securing with Dynabolts.
TIP Cut the house ledger to fit neatly
around the downpipes.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

RETAINING
WALL
LEDGER

STRINGLIME

Secure the wall ledgers

Prop the retaining wall ledgers in
position to the set stringline and drill
4.5mm diameter pilot holes at 430mm
centres. Use a 5mm hex drive bit to
secure the ledgers to the wall using
galvanised bugle screws.
TIP Use a cordless impact driver or
electric drill for maximum torque.

HOUSE
LEDGER

BUILDER'S
SOUARE

Hang the first joist

Cut the joists to fit, then secure
a joist hanger bracket on each end with
clouts. Prop the first joist in position
and use a builder’s square to set it
square, then secure using galvanised
clouts, flush with the ledger top.
TIP Spray the joist hanger brackets
with a rust-guard paint.

STRINGLIME

\

RETAINIMG
WALL
LEDGER
N

i |_r¢-';_ ni-', ;

Sink the stumps

To prevent the retaining wall from
carrying the deck’s weight, support
the ledger on treated pine stumps. Cut
a housing for the ledger in the top of
each stump, then dig 300mm diameter
holes 450mm deep. Secure the stumps
to the ledger using bugle screws, then
concrete them in position.

“€—— DOWNPIPE -

HOUSE
LEDGER

R

Fit the trimmers

Secure a trimmer between two
joists, supporting a shorter joist to
accommodate each downpipe. When
the decking is being laid, use an offcut
of stormwater pipe to mark the cutout
on the board nearest the wall. Use a
jigsaw to cut out the shape, keeping
a gap of 6mm around the pipe.

HETAINING
WALL
LEDGER

HANGER
BRACKET

Attach the joists

Measure and mark the 450mm
joist spacing on both ledgers. Working
with a helper on the opposite side of
the framework, square up each joist,
then secure the hanger brackets to the
ledgers using galvanised clouts.
TIP Cut 405mm wide timber spacers
to speed up the process.

Add the blocking
Cut and secure timber blocking to
each joist under the butt joints of the
boards to stop the joists from splitting.
Stagger the joints by changing the
length of the starting board in each
row from a full-length 5400mm board
to an 1800mm board, then a 3600mm
board followed by another full board.

STRINGLINE

l

DECKING
BOARD

Lay the first boards
Set a stringline 287mm from the
house wall to avoid the downpipes,
then lay a row of boards against it
and drill countersunk clearance holes,
securing with screws. Position the
next row of boards, using a spacer

at every second joist to ensure the
required 6mm gap is consistent.

SPACER
smm
SPACER

g -

i .r"}
1o 15mm

1 Finish the decking

Secure the remaining boards
with pairs of screws at each joist, using
a 4mm thick spacer to maintain the
required gap at each butt joint. Use
a stringline to check the alignment
of the boards after every three rows
are laid, scribing the last row of
boards to fit the available gap. >

GLOSSWOOD

PREFINISHED LINING BOARDS

AY A
SR A

..-"5_._.

DIY renovators throughout Australia

Prefinished Lining Boards.

od Prefinished Lining Boards for
; come sealed on four sides
rour choice for easy installation.
Our boards can be fixed to existing walls
and ceilings |level and in good condition),
5, wall framing and
battens attached to masonry walls.
o sanding, varnishing, painting or tricky

carpentry work is needed.

SOILID NATURAL TIMBER

|Sustainable plantation timber]
PRE-FINISHED SUPERIOR COATING
NO PAINTING OR SANDING

WITH MATCHING TRIMS
QUICK & EASY TO INSTALL

Available at

aUNN INGS




® Decking

measurements in mm

HOUSE
FOOTIMG

]

REMDERED
BRICK WaALL

DECKING

SIDE VIEW

RETAIMIMNG

WALL

AN ENEENEED

%+ Handyman.net.au

Download the tools, materials
and costs for this project.

B
|
I

2400

Galvanised bugle
screws, 100mm x T4g

Galvanised Dynabolts,
M12 x 100mm

Galvanised clouts,
40 x 2.8mm

Stainless steel decking

screws, B0mm x 8-10g

Retaining
wall ledger,
stump posts

House ledger
Joist hangers

Decking
boards

1500
15400
1800
BACK
DOWNPIPE nnnn\kﬁ't;;- s DECKING IO
TRIMMER l I
T T P == (W=
1500 | | § : '-[
I —r
‘ 5 o | |
1 | | Il =1 ! i fal n-." - ‘?: |
\/ GARDEN GARDEN g
1:—. ='.g.. — ._._:._J:‘ .IEII'S TE
pED > —-=|———"' <— 'ggp
STUMPS .
= - | ——
PAVED
AL L LANDING
AERIAL VIEW
!

Treated pine

Posts

Ledgers

Joists

CUTTING

PART.

FASTENERS

Trimmers

Blocking
Decking

LIST
_JSIZE

600 x 100 dia

5400 x F0x 45
4800 x 90 x 45
2400 x 90 x 45

1800 x 70 x 45
T410 % 140 % 45
200 x 140 x 45
200x 90 x 45

5400 % 137 x 23

_JINL

14

[ N

34

33
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skodec

NO OILING,

PAINTING ™

OR SEALING REQUIRED

st

137mm x 23mm x 5.4m

AVAILABLE IN 4 COLOURS:

@J No oiling or painting
qﬁ] Resistant to rot and decay

| # | Termite resistant

88mm x 23mm x 5.4m

$5.98

per linear metre
NOW AVAILABLE IN SCREENING

——

——

$11.48

per linear metre

- Darlk Brown - Mountain Oak

:@ Mould and mildew resistant

=

Silver Ash | Red Rock

I/ Scratches repaired by sanding
[@ Commercial Anti-Slip Rating (R11)

E\[‘fﬁ 10 year warranty

|28 | Weather resistant

a Use standard wood-working tools

Avagilable at

QUENE INﬁ GS

www.ekodeck.com.au
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REVAMP THE
BALCONY

Upgrade the boards and balustrade, then add
a timber screen to overhaul a small deck

WORDS AND PICTURES ADAM WOODHAMS

M LA AR LR L AL E L Ll L LA LR Ll ] ™
. -

them to the existing joists. For ACQ treated decking, it's

critical you use ACQ rated nails

timber deck is one of the completely removed and replaced to - . %
easiest and most cost-effective  make the deck safe and usable. Decki ng fasteners :
ways to expand or create an Measure up to buy new decking, .
outdoor living space DIY. allowing for spacing between boards. : . CLIMACOAT :
Once you've added or extended If possible, order decking boards L EFE'l':'Hr'J';"éE"EE;;,
a deck, maintenance is fairly basic, long enough to fit the required length & _ \__; .
but there does come a time when without joints. Lengths up to 5.4m are = ; 5
the boards need more than just their readily available, but boards 6m long : x | ;
annual cleaning and oiling. can often also be ordered. & — —_—
Looking after decking boards For this deck, ACQ treated pine ' [ - S ;
will certainly extend their lifespan 5400 x 90 x 22mm decking boards, : T B A
but timber deteriorates over time, about $13 each, were used, and finished _ : . T £ :
making replacement inevitable. with exterior oil in a natural tone. ey L2243 3a
This job is easier than you The new balustrade was built by T e e SEgaddgty
may think, even if you've never securing 2400 x 900mm black fence E E
laid decking before. The key is panels to the timber posts. The Flat Top ¢ Timber decking boards are .
to measure up accurately, then lay Frotector Aluminium panels cost $59 : secured using galvanised or .
the boards systematically, securing each (protectoraluminium.com.au). » E stainless steel screws or nails. E
Make it new § or screws. This is because ACQ § E
This neglected elevated deck had E timber corrodes conventional E =
become a desolate and unused space. : fasteners more quickly than E E
It was also dangerous because of : regulartreated pine or hardwood.  * i L
the condition of the balustrading * TIP Drill pilot holes for fasteners = : _ u'::r “ﬂm ]. 3
and several rotten boards. The timber Cabot’s Aquadeck Natural Exterior :.‘ in hardwood decking or joists. ._: - E ,n -n | n".l'l-]
decking and balustrading had to be Decking Dil, $68 for 4L. cabots.com.au L T T susEssssssasesanEnesnann? " i

4Lb DEC 2014/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ 14N 2015 L7
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Remove the old boards

Start by removing the existing
boards. Ideally, you want the nails
or screws to come out when you lift
the boards. On this deck, a wrecking
bar had to be hammered under each
board to loosen the nails.

TIP Take care not to damage the joists.

TIMBER
POST

Install the balustrade
When the new decking boards

hawve all been secured, install the
new balustrade panels. The mounting
brackets come with screws for
securing to metal. If securing into
timber, you will need 65mm x 12g
hex-head timber screws.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Paint the posts

If you plan to paint, you'll find
it much easier to do this before the
new decking is laid. We painted the
timber balustrade posts with an
exterior low-sheen paint in a charcoal
shade to complement the colour of
the new balustrade panels.

0il the decking

Clean the new timber decking
boards and seal with a quality decking
cil, applying it with a long-handled
lamb’s wool applicator pad.
TIP We used Cabot's Aquadeck, and
a 10L Deck Hand Bucket, designed to
make it easy to apply decking oil.

NEW
BOARD

FASTENER
d

Secure the new boards
Working from the outside edge in,
attach the boards with two fasteners
at each attachment point, using
a large chisel as a spacer for even gaps.
Drill pilot holes to prevent splitting.
TIP When joining boards, the shortest

must be secured to at least three joists.

Build a platform ¥

To make working on a deck safer,
even at ground level, join four of
the old boards with screws for

a work platform. Use it to safely
inspect the joists and bearers for
damage and make repairs, and to
remove any protruding nails.

tiitlii!liiiitliiiI'li-iltllitl#-llilitulitiitlltlltil'Iiitliilhilliil-iiiilItirvlIiilvilitliiliill-llitiiilIrliitliil-iliiuiiiii!ltrlitllii-.

% Get more online

Visit handyman.net.au/mag
for B Deck Design ldeas.
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Installlng a prwacy screen

. Mimosa Threefpj_gég Timbg
2 BBalcony Setting, $115)Mrom BUIAL

One end of this deck lacked
privacy, so a screen was built.

A frame was made from
70 x 45mm treated pine, then
the slats were attached using
a cordless brad nailer.

For the slats, salvaged
timber from the old deck was
cleaned and cut down to size.

To install this type of
screen, it's faster and easier
to paint the slats before
attaching them to the frame.

It's important on elevated
balconies that the slats are
spaced a maximum of Smm
apart, so kids can't get their
fingers or toes in the gaps,
then climb the screen.

Ryobi One+ 18V Cordless
Brad Nail Gun, $199

CHARCOAL - 4
ESSENCE

Dulux Weathershield
Low Sheen, about $88
for 4L. dulux.com.au

L]
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skin only. ryobi.com.au

S e M

Instant Hot Water on demand

& In-built element heats the water instantly.

# Plugsin to a standard 10amp power point.

4 No more wastage while waiting for the mains water to heat up.
& Connects to only a cold mains water supply.

é Easily fits into any sink.

é Provides Hot and Cold water continuously.

# No storage tank.

& Save 5% in every sink hey presto is installed.

& Complies with AS/NZ54417.1 - WELS Certification 1001 -
Watermark Certification 23169.

Cold water in & & Hot Water outééé
Suitable for:

AL Fresco areas
Office

Home

Shops
Caravans
Kitchenettes
Sheds

Granny Flats

Two options available:

Siralghi Neck Electric Tap
MOD NO: AB-2

> > > > > > >

B Available at

U . ‘- \ Gs For more information visit:

www.heyprestohotwater.com
bunnings.com.au Avallable at selected stores only




Decking decisions

A deck will add value to your home, as
long as it's well built and maintained. The
choice of timber largely comes down
to aesthetics, but the biggest decision is
between hardwood, softwood or composite
boards. Hardwoods are tough and dense,
MERBAU softwoods are easier to work with and
This South-East Asian less expensive, while composite
hardwood ranges from pale to boards are low maintenance.
dark reddish brown, Resistant
to termites and decay, it has
a class 1 durability rating and is
suitable for bushfire zones.
It costs about $5 a metre
for 90 x 19mm boards.

ks

BLACKBUTT
A common Australian
hardwood with a cream to pale

brown colour, this timber is
durable, termite-resistant,
stains well and is suitable
for bushfire zones. It costs

about $6 a metre for

84 x 19mm boards.

DEC 2074 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

TREATED PINE
Environmentally sustainable
and treated to survive the
elements, this very durable
softwood is easy to cut and
work with. Budget-friendly, it
can be stained as desired. It
costs about $3 a metre for
90 % 22mm boards.

SPOTTED GUM

This Australian hardwood k.

has pale to dark brown
colouring and a heavy,
variable grain. It has a class 1
durability rating and is
termite-resistant. It costs
about 47 a metre for
86 x 19mm boards.

COMPOSITE
Made from reclaimed timber,
bamboo and recycled plastic,
composite decking resists rot,
mould and termites, and is
maintenance-free. A 5.4m
length of 88 x 23mm decking
costs about $31, roughly
$6 a metre.

DU KO THINKS TOCK

B

FICTURES STUART SCOTT

- __thlr.E 15.,1-

AQUADECK

lecking oil for decks, garden furniture, pergolas, fences and gais

Lasts longer than traditional decking oils




#TROJAN

T HE WORKHORSE

A HANDY GIFT for

THE DECK

Fix crumbling boards;.postsand
rails DIY to bring a deck back to life After

Targeted repairsimade the
" WORDS FRANK GARDNER MAIN PICTURES CHRIS L JONES damaged deck look like new.

RAPID ADJUST
MULTIGRIP i

run-down deck with rotten Do an annual inspection of timber
PLIERS

T Puck boards might look like it needs  structures, looking for early warning
to be demolished, but if the signs such as corrosion, excessive
damage is localised, you can fix minor  weathering or movement.
issues to avoid total replacement, and PROTECT the base of posts against
still have a safe outdoor area. rot, and the timber against weathering,
This deck had seen better days, by painting, staining or using
but was still structurally sound. A few water-repellent preservatives.
simple repairs brought it back to life. SEAL joints that have opened up.
Timber structures like decks, REPLACE corroded bolts, popped
pergolas and balconies have a lot of or rusted nails or screws, using
enemies. Termites feed on timber, stainless steel fixings for longevity.
* . . . . Available at while corrosive elements, such as TIGHTEN loose balustrades.
Rapl d Adl u St M u It'grl P PI Ie I"S ZU NI GS salt-laden coastal air, deteriorate nails, CONSULT a structural engineer

bolts, screws and fixing plates. if you have any doubts. >

* |deal for hex nut & round bolt turning, gripping pipes, wire

crimping and many other tasks $ 2 4 5 9 8 bl.l nnings.cum.uu

* Designed to get the job done more efficiently G Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/JAN 2015
www.trojantools.com.au Trofan™ is 4 registered crademark of Cyelone Tools Pry Led
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® Replace the deckmg boards

i"w

OAMAGED
BOARD

Remove old boards

Use a pry bar to lift and remove
the section of old boards. Remove
any nailgun-driven steel nails that
have pulled through the deteriorated
decking and remained in the joists
using a claw hammer,

Drill the pilot holes
Use a mitresaw to cut the
decking boards to length so all

the joints fall on the centre of a joist.

Over the centre of each joist, drill
two pilot holes with a 2Zmm twist
drill bit through each board.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

4
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i
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Clean up the joists

Fill splits and nail holes in the
top of the joists with a two-part filler.
Once the filler has hardened, paint
or seal the top of the joists to protect
against water penetration and increase
the longevity of the timber.

Secure the boards

Drive in 50 x 2.8mm stainless
steel twist nails to secure each board.
Check the alignment of the boards
with a stringline, using a chisel to
space and flex the boards straight
before driving in the nails.

AL AL AR R R R R L A R L R R A LR R
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Repairing a post
The top of the corner post on this deck
beneath the damaged mitred corner
of the handrail was decayed due to an
ant infestation in the moist timber.
The base of the post had been
encased by a newer concrete slab,
making it impossible for the timber to
dry. This resulted in excess moisture,
which accelerated decay and caused
the galvanised saddle to corrode.
Treating these minor problems
avoids an expensive post replacement.

MEW
e BOARDS

s o
oLD -

BOARDS — L -
e TIMBER »
PRESERVATIVE il
Wl.

: -
DAMAGED |

Lay out the boards TIMBER

Loosely lay out the new decking
boards in a staggered pattern and
make sure there are no butt joints
side by side on adjacent boards.
Mark the position of the cuts using
a pencil and try square.

Simply screw a broom
handle onto a Rocket Giant
Sander to sand faster and
reach further up walls and
ne:ilings, without a ladder.
Don’'t let paint preparation
chores drive you up the
wall. For a perfect finish
choose Rocket, premium
sandpaper products at
aff ordable prices.

@ SEAL THE TOP of the post with
timber preservative after dusting to
eradicate the ants. Use a two-part
exterior filler, scraping it into the
damaged area using a spatula.
This seals the area from water
penetration and discourages pests,

SANDING
ELOCK ot

END OF
BOARDS

o
AHGUER
GRINDER B8

Available at

ZABINGS

© CHISEL OUT THE WASTE using

a lurmp hammer and cold chisel until
the base of the post and saddle are
exposed and the concrete is no longer
touching the timber. Cut a drainage
line in the concrete so water doesn't

@ CUT A SQUARE in the concrete
around the base of the post using an
angle grinder with a diamond cutting
disc. Leave about 30mm between the

Tidy the ends

Cut off any overhang so the
ends of the decking boards are even.
Sand or plane to round the edges
and remove any splinters for safety.
Apply oil, stain or paint to the new
boards to match the original decking.

cuts and the base of the post.
TIP Wear safety glasses, ear muffs and
a dust mask when cutting concrete,

-.il BRI RS IR RN R IR IR RN R RN I IR E IR R RN RIS RSN RTINS R TR RN RF TR TR R RN F R PRER R
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pool and damage the end grain. >
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—) ROCKET

Look in the sandpaper section at Bunnings.
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Rotten orossra_il

The crossrail beneath the handrail
had also decayed and at one corner
the end was no longer attached to the
post. The last 400mm of crossrail

was removed and replaced with a new
piece, joined to the intact section.

H3 Treated Pine, 90 x 35mm, $4
per metre, from Bunnings.

Cut the crossrail

Mark a 457 line just before
a picket across the old crossrail
with a pencil, then cut along the
line using a handsaw to remove the
damaged section of crossrail. Sand
the cut edges to remove any splinters,

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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UNDAMAGEL
 CROSSRAIL

Attach the new section
Measure the new section
length and cut a new piece to size,
square-cutting one end to butt into
the post and matching the mitre on the
other end. Apply construction adhesive
to the ends and secure with screws.

i ATTELR
INThEdeckbalustradeWillIast!
_‘Her theXEPIFEN

Attach the pickets

Reposition the pickets and check
they are plumb. Drill pilot holes and
attach the pickets to the crossrail with
65mm x 8g stainless steel screws. Drive
the screw heads below the surface and
fill holes with putty, then apply paint.

ey

The handrail was decaying at the
mitred corners and where it butted
into the posts. The end grain hadn't
been sealed with timber preservative

or paint and no silicone or gap sealant

was used, allowing moisture to getin.

Ryobi One+ 18V Cordless Jigsaw, $99,
skin only. ryobi.com.au

NEW
HAMDRATL

Recut the handrail

Remove the old handrail with
a pry bar and use it as a template
or measure and mark out the new
sections of handrail. Use a jigsaw to
cut out around the posts, and a sliding
compound mitresaw for the mitres,

DiL-BASED
PAINT,

Reseal the end grain

To prevent decay, apply timber
preservative or oil-based paint to the
end grain. Apply construction adhesive
to the top of the crossrail and exterior
silicone compound along the meeting
faces of timber to be butted together.

HAMDRAIL

Secure the handrail

Drill pilot holes every 750mm and
attach the handrail to the crossrail and
posts with 65mm x 10g stainless steel
square drive screws. Drive screw heads
below the surface and cover them with
exterior putty, then prime and paint.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ JaMW 2015
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Refinish

the boards

Clean and recoat weathered boards to protect
the timber and keep decking looking its best

PROJECT LEE DASHIELL MAIN PICTURE GEOFF BECK

rotecting your timber deck with
oil or timber finish will make it

look new again while adding
wvears to its life. This easy DITY task
should be done every two years or so

and only takes about a day and a half.
Test your timber by dropping a few

drops of water on an exposed area. If
the water soaks in, the timber needs
to be oiled. If the water forms droplets

which dries out the timber, leaving
it susceptible to rot and damage.
After cleaning, three coats of
Feast Watson Wet Look Deck finish
were applied.
This gave the
timber a deep
rich colour and
a gloss finish

to make it look

on top of the boards, the timber repels  well maintained.
moisture and doesn’t need refinishing.

58

This five-year-old merbau deck
is exposed to the hot afternoon sun,

WEATHERED
BOARDS

. HIGH-PRESSURE
NOZZLE

¥

Rinse the deck

Remowe all furniture and pot
plants from the deck. Sweep away
dirt and debris, then wash off the
deck using a high-pressure nozzle on
the hose. Ensure any dried leaves or
bird droppings have been removed.
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Feast Watson Wet Look Deck,
$85.90 for 4L. bunnings.com.au

SCRUBEBING
ERUSH

Scrub the boards

Dilute one part deck cleaning
solution with four parts water. Apply
to the deck with a stiff scrubbing

brush. Allow this to sit for 20 minutes,

then scrub it one last time before

rinsing with a hose and leaving to dry.

P {
ACleaned and refinished deck

?ﬁm repel water and [ast lnnﬁ_e

FIMISH

Apply the finish

Stir the finish thoroughly and pour
into a paint tray. Dip a lamb's wool
applicator into the finish and drag it
along the whole length of the deck,
a few boards at a time. Allow to dry for
four hours, then apply two more coats,

No more mess

When you refinish a deck, there
is nothing more disappointing
than birds making a mess of the
beautiful glossy boards.

To deter them, position
a bird-scaring owl near
the problem area and
they should disappear.

Birds are clever and will
soon realise the owl is an
imposter, so move it around
every couple of days to make
it seem more realistic.

Brown Owl 41cm Bird Scarer,
$10. bunnings.com.au

]

" AThe recoated deck is protected

and looks as good a5 NEWe
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ining outdoors is one of the

best things about summer,

with the warm weather
providing the ideal conditions.

Choose a theme for the space

and set up your entertaining area
with outdoor seating. Add a barbecue
for cooking and a table for dining,
then sit back and enjoy.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Everyday living
Create a classic and inviting outdoor
space by decking out your patio with
comfortable and casual lounge seating
made from solid timber.

Add a reclining deck chair for
the ultimate in relaxation and scatter
a few colourful or patterned cushions
to complete the timeless look.

) MIMOSA Fresco Timber Daybed
with Cushions, $499.

@ MATADOR Maverick Four-burner
Hooded Barbecue, $599.

€) MIMOSA Fresco Sunlounge, $249.
) MIMOSA Five-piece Timber
Lounge Setting, $899.

B MIMOSA Fresco Corner Sofa
with Cushions, $1299.

Contemporary design
Attractive aluminium furniture and
a sleek stainless steel outdoor kitchen
will add a touch of class and glamour
to a luxurious outdoor room.

A clean, modern table setting pairs
well with a comfortable corner lounge
and matching coffee table. Brighten
it up with colourful cushions to create
an outdoor space that will be the envy
of all your neighbours.

An outdoor kitchen is the ultimate
piece of equipment when it comes to
preparing and cooking food outside.

Combining the traditional
barbecue with storage and extra
bench space makes preparation
easier, so you can entertain in
style every weekend. >

&) MIMOSA Cococabana Corner
Lounge setting, $2399.

9 MIMOSA Cable Beach Five-piece
Aluminium Bar Setting, $549.

9 MIMOSA Cable Beach Nine-piece
Aluminium Setting, $699.

Matador Supernova Six-burner
Hooded Outdoor Kitchen, $1999.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015
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Choose outdoor furniture to suit
the mood and feel of the space.

Urban style
Architect-designed houses and
landscaped gardens need outdoor
furniture that complements the
modern, streamlined look.

Use charcoal tones to give your
space a contemporary edge, adding
colour with plants and tableware.

@ MATADOR Boss Six-burner
Hooded Barbecue, $949.

@ MIMOSA Andaman Cantilever
Umbrella, $499.

€) MIMOSA Wicker Sunlounge
with Cushions, $299.

@) MIMOSA Cable Beach

11-piece Aluminium Setting, $899.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Mimosa Five-piece Yen Tihn

Fibre Cement Setting, $599.

Country classic
Rich timber furniture works especially
well in a rustic sun-soaked Australian
setting. Bench seating is versatile and
great for entertaining, while a clever
freestanding hammaock is ideal for
relaxing in the shade.

The natural textures of stacked
stone cladding on a well-equipped
outdoor kitchen complete the theme.

@ MIMOSA Rotonda Red Gum
Timber Bench, $199.

® MIMOSA Hammock with Curved
Timber Frame, $229.

€) MIMOSA Red Gum Three-piece
Timber Bench Setting, $699.

@) MATADOR Icon Four-burner
Hooded Outdoor Kitchen, $1999.

'};fj'al;t 'uF'the summer sﬁn;hig‘ffﬁ’f
Eur deck with a barbecu -

-‘ﬂ&utﬁssﬁn’drsﬁ isti . 0o
RN ;q.bé&;%ﬁm

European elegance @ MATADOR Titan Hooded

Set up your deck or courtyard like Four-burner Barbecue, $998.

a Mediterranean villa, with luxurious 9 FORMNETTO Alto Wood Fire
Pizza Oven, $1299.

9 MIMOSA Seville Teak Timber

seating and a solid timber table for
long afternoon lunches.

Cook up a feast on a large gas Dining Table, $1499.
barbecue, and make authentic @ MIMOSA Wicker Dining Chair
homemade creations in a pizza oven. with Cushion, $149.

Supremo Five-burner
Barbecue with Oven, $1190.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015 63




New Vanity splashback panels also available:

- , @ 1200 x 300 x 4mm | 900 x 300 x 4mm
dISIELLE B

Fald LS ™ = I T B Y/ 1R
- v, n "N r

Thinking of using tiles or glass for
your shower or bathroom walls?
.think again!
Vistelle® decorative acrylic panels are the easy
DIY alternative.

Ultra high gloss and lightweight

Cut, arill and shape using standard

woodworking tools

Colour will not fade, chip or peel

}n' . .|, (1T} [ _Julu r j - T - = ; / 1
deal for feature walls or a i |

t)v.
vertical surface 5 4

Eclipse

e in a kitchen splashba
t Bunnings or refer to the

AUSTRALIA OFFICE Ph: 1800 347 347

HEAD

bunnings.com.au




TOOL PACK INCLUDES:

AERAEE
Hasssan
Pl

THE ULTIMATE

STANLEY £\ B4 .Y
DIY TOOL PACK BNE o - T

Handyman is giving away five Stanley packs,
valued at $314 each. For your chance to win,
simply tell us your best tool tip

176 PIECE ULTIMATE DIY TOOLKIT,
VALUED AT $129

HOW TO ENTER

Tell us your top tip for using hand tools in 50 words or less.
Submit your entry online at handyman.net.au/mag before

22 January 2015 or send your name, contact details and answer to
Handyman Stanley Competition, GPO Box 4354, Sydney, NSW 2001.

4-IN-1 MOBILE WORKSTATION,
VALUED AT $155

ETHINKESTOCK

The !we lu-f:ky winners will be + Handyman.net.au
published in the April 2015 Go online before 22 January 2015 to enter,
issue of Handyman. plus check the terms and conditions.

’

STANLEY. ==




- Serve up'a fabulous feast this festive
season and have a very merry time

: Cold Spanish almond soup
ancetta with white wine mussels

Mains
Gammon with honey and mustard glaze
Turkey in the barbie
wfth herbs, fetta ang Parmesan
rain mustargd baby chickens

Leg of lamp
Wholeg

I*) THINES TOCK

Sides
Baby apples stuffed with sage pork
Duck-fatpatatnes
Cauliflower with parmesan S5auce
Tomate and fetta salag

Desserts
Pavlova Christmas wreath
Fruitcake ice-creams
Chocolate créme caramel

FES AUSTRAL BiE

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman




Cover the bread with baking paper
and tie with pretty kitchen string.

70

Clspaa

PREPARATION TIME 5 mins,
plus 2 days straining
COOKING TIME 10 mins
SERVES 8

INGREDIENTS

1L natural Greek yoghurt

2 teaspoons salt

3 sprigs thyme, finely chopped
Freshly ground black pepper
400g asparagus

Yicup olive oil

15g butter

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
40g wild rocket

Whole basil leaves, to garnish
125g store-bought basil pesto

€ MIX the yoghurt, salt and thyme in

= abowl, then season with pepper. Line a

large fine sieve with muslin, allowing
it to overhang. Place the sieve over

-
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PREPARATION TIME 15 mins,
plus 30 mins standing
COOKING TIME 25 mins
SERVES 8

INGREDIENTS
Y2 cup water
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon salt
2 cups plain flour,
plus extra for rolling out
1 cup finely grated parmesan

MUSHROOM PATE

2 tablespoons olive oil

460g butter

1 small onion, finely chopped

500g brown mushrooms, chopped

2 sprigs fresh thyme, finely chopped
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 x 250g containers cream cheese

@ MAKE the mushroom paté by heating
the oil and butter in @ medium pot.
Add the onion and cook, stirring, for

with W cheese and, basil }Miﬁ?/

a large bowl to drain. Pour the
yoghurt mixture into the sieve, then
pull the cloth tightly around the
mixture and tie the ends together.

@ ALLOW the yoghurt mixture to hang
in the fridge above the bowl for two
days so the whey can drip into the bowl.
©) BRING a saucepan of water to the
boil and add the asparagus. Boil for

3 minutes, then drain well. Heat the
oil and butter in a large frying pan
over medium heat, then add the
asparagus and fry, turning, for

1 minute. Season well with salt and
pepper, then set aside on a plate.

@) SPOON the yoghurt mixture into

a serving bowl and flatten slightly
with the back of a spoon. Arrange

the asparagus on top of the yoghurt
mixture, then sprinkle with the rocket
and basil leaves. Serve topped with
the basil pesto.

2-3 minutes. Add the mushrooms and
thyme, and cook, stirring often, for

5-8 minutes. Add the vinegar and season
with salt and pepper. Allow to cool, then
transfer to a food processor with the
cream cheese and process on high
speed until smooth. Spoon into serving
bowls and sprinkle over a little olive oil.
@ PREHEAT the oven to 220°C. Put the
water, oil and salt in a medium bowl.
Stir with a wooden spoon and gradually
add the flour until a stiff dough forms.
© KNEAD on a floured surface for

5-8 minutes or until the dough is smooth
and elastic. Set aside in a clean, greased
bowl in a warm place for 30 minutes.

@ DIVIDE the dough into eight portions,
then roll out on a floured surface until
paper thin. Line a baking tray with
baking paper and spray with non-stick
cooking spray. Put the dough on the tray
and sprinkle over the parmesan.

a BAKE for 8-10 minutes or until
golden brown and crispy. Remove

from oven and allow to cool. Serve

the bread with the paté.

This strained yoghurt is a great base
for both savoury and sweet dishes.

-
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Serve this ch_eélm;ﬁ .'
with the salad of your thuli‘:‘e_._' A

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME

1 hour and 20 mins
SERVES S8

INGREDIENTS

200g baby spinach

125q butter

2 cloves garlic,
finely chopped

1 cup plain flour

4 cups milk

100g Gruyére cheese,
finely grated

Salt and freshly ground
black pepper

5 eggs, separated

@ BRING a pot of water

to the boil, then add the
spinach. Cook for 1 minute,
then drain, squeezing out
as much water as possible.
Process in a food processor
until finely chopped.

@ MELT the butter over
medium heat in a large pot.
Add the garlic and fry for

1 minute. Stir in the flour.
Add the milk and whisk

until well combined and
smooth. Reduce heat to

low and simmer, whisking
slowly for 3-5 minutes or
until the sauce thickens.

© REMOVE from the heat
and add the cheese, stirring
until melted. Add the spinach
and mix well. Season well
with salt and pepper. Allow
to cool to room temperature.
Preheat the oven to 180°C.
@ ADD the egg yolks to the
sauce and stir until smooth.
Whisk the eggwhites until
soft peaks form, then
carefully fold into the sauce.
© POUR the sauce into

a 1L ovenproof dish. Bake
for about 70 minutes or until
golden, set and well risen.
TIP You can make this
soufflé ahead of time. Before
serving, bake it in the oven
for 5-8 minutes or until it

is warm and puffed up. >
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PREPARATION TIME 25 mins
COOKING TIME 25 mins
SERVES B

INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons olive oil

1 anion, finely chopped

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

200g pancetta, cut into cubes

1 cup white wine

1 cup cream

Handful of parsley, finely chopped
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2kg black mussels, cleaned

@ HEAT the oil in a medium pot over
medium heat. Add the onion, garlic and
pancetta, then stir-fry for B-10 minutes
or until golden brown and crispy.

@ POUR in the wine and cream. Reduce
heat to low and simmer for 5 minutes
or until creamy. Stir in the parsley

and season with salt and pepper.

A*‘j_'—-?_‘{f-_}rﬂ 'ADD the mussels and cook, covered,

" for5-8 minutes or until the shells open.

72

Remove any unopened shells. Serve.

.
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PREPARATION TIME 25 mins,
plus 10 mins standing
COOKING TIME 5 mins
SERVES 8

INGREDIENTS

400q flaked almonds

4 cloves garlic, finely chopped

10 slices white bread, crusts removed
4 cups milk

2 tablespoons olive oil

Yacup dry sherry

2 tablespoons sherry vinegar

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 bunches [300g) white grapes, halved
Toasted flaked almonds, to serve

|

F l,'avnur change, s

wap
t cetta fo rfyﬂ. \

@ HEAT a frying pan over medium
heat until warm and toast the
almonds until golden brown.

@ PUT the almonds, garlic, bread
and milk in a food processor, then
process on high speed until it
forms a smooth puree. Allow the
mixture to stand for 10 minutes,
then drain through a sieve.

€ ADD the oil, sherry and vinegar,
then mix well to combine. Season
well with salt and pepper. Putin
the fridge until ice-cold.

@ DIVIDE the soup between small
serving bowls and top with the grapes
and toasted almonds to serve.

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME 4 hours
SERVES 12

——_—

INGREDIENTS

1 large (about 4kg) gammon
with bone and skin

2 onions, halved

4 bay leaves

10 black peppercorns

Handful of whole cloves

Segments of 4 mandarins
or oranges, to serve

HONEY AND MUSTARD GLAZE
1Yacups honey

:cup wholegrain mustard

Z cups orange juice

@ PUT the gammon in a large pot.
Add the onion, bay leaves and
peppercorns. Cover with water
and bring to the boil over high heat,
then boil for 3': hours.
@ REMOVE the gammon from the
water and take off the skin while still
warm so that the fat Llayer is visible.
Put in a roasting pan, then use
a sharp knife to cut out a diamond
pattern in the fat layer. Push a clove
into the centre of each diamond shape.
Preheat the oven to 180°C.
©) MAKE the glaze by putting the
honey, mustard and orange juice
in a medium pot and bringing to the boil
over medium heat. Reduce the heat
to low and simmer for 1 minute, then
remove from the heat. Pour the honey
and mustard glaze over the gammon.
@ PUT the gammon, uncovered, in
the oven and roast for 30 minutes
or until golden brown, spooning the
glaze from the roasting pan over the
gammon every 10 minutes.
© PLACE on a large serving plate
and arrange the mandarin or orange
segments over the top, then serve.
TIP You can make this recipe up to
Step 3 the day before you plan to
serve the gammon.

Check with your local butcher,
as you may need to order the gammon
a few days beforehand. >

Take the time to cook your own
gammon joint this Christmas and

coat it with a delicious citrus glaze.
] "

UHCA
with honey and, mustord g(’@e
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PREPARATION TIME 20 mins
COOKING TIME 2 hours
SERVES 8

INGREDIENTS

250g butter, at room temperature

Handful of thyme, rosemary,
sage and parsley, chopped

250g bacon, finely chopped

Juice and rind of 2 lemons

1 turkey [about 2.5kq)

3whole lemons, halved

~ &red onions, quartered

ﬁgarllc bulbs, halved through
the centre

2 cups chicken stock
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@ PUT the butter, herbs, bacon,

and lemon juice and rind in a food
processor, then process coarsely.

@ LOOSEN the skin on the turkey
breast using your fingertips. Insert
half the butter mixture under the skin
and spread evenly. Push the lemon
halves into the carcass and tie the legs
together securely with kitchen string.
Put the turkey in a roasting pan that
will fit in a kettle barbecue, then spread
over the remaining butter mixture.

9 PUT the onion and garlic bulb halves
in the pan and add the stock. Place in

a kettle barbecue with briguettes at
medium heat and cover with the Lid.

A barbecued turkey makes
for a very Aussie Christmas.

The vents of the barbecue must be open
halfway or the briquettes will suffocate.
Allow the turkey to roast slowly for

3 hours. Open every hour and spoon

the pan juices over the turkey.

@ HEAT extra briquettes, so you can
add them to the barbecue every hour.
To check if the turkey is cooked,

insert a knife into the thickest part

of the meat around the thighs. Leave
the knife in the turkey for 15 seconds.
Ifit is very hot and the juice runs out
clear, the turkey is cooked.

© TRANSFER the turkey to a serving
platter, remove the vegetables from the
roasting pan and serve with the turkey.

Eliminate

the need for a
separate filtered
water tap!

S Vi

Make the festive season extra
special with a juicy leg of Lamb.

Your Tap Style

P o

— n— — S

PREPARATION TIME 20 mins
COOKING TIME 3': hours

bread, butter and garlic in a food
processor, then process on high

SERVES & speed until well combined.
@ USE a sharp knife to cut the lamb
INGREDIENTS open, then season well with salt and

Yz cup toasted blanched almonds

& anchovy fillets

Handful of herbs, such as rosemary,
thyme and oregano, finely chopped

150g fetta, crumbled

2 slices white bread, crusts removed

80g butter, melted

& cloves garlic, finely chopped

1 large leg of lLamb, deboned

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

1% cups red wine

300g green beans, trimmed

pepper. Spoon the stuffing into the meat
and spread evenly. Roll up the meat
tightly and tie with kitchen string.

9 POUR the wine into a roasting pan,
add the lamb to the pan, then season
with salt and pepper. Cover with foil
and roast for 3 hours, checking every
hour to ensure there is enough Liguid in
the pan. Add more wine, if necessary.
ﬂ REMOVE the foil and add the beans.
Roast for a further 30 minutes or until

I ACIP-FIM2

ACIP-FRN

The Select System Dy AQUSBOIE
nas been designed 30 you choose the system slemer
your individual needs, budget and décorn By packaging
products separately Aquaport gives you the powear io =
your ideal, personalised filtration system.

For more information or view othar AQUAPORT™ w
products visit wwwaguaport.oom.au

golden brown. Serve,

TIP Ask your butcher to remove the bone
from the lamb but keep the shank, as it
will give the meat extra flavour. >

@ PREHEAT the oven to 180°C. Put
the almonds, anchovies, herbs, fetta,

BUNNINGS
UNBINGS

= H
fmuApDHT

GO WATER AADE BARY



# PREPARATION TIME 10 mins
COOKING TIME 20 mins
SERVES &

INGREDIENTS
& pork sausages with sage
8 apples, cores removed, stalks intact
1 cup apple juice
Salt and freshly ground
black pepper #

@) PREHEAT the oven to 180°C.
Remove the skin from the sausages
and fill the apples with the meat.

@ ARRANGE the apples in a roasting
pan and pour over the apple juice.
Season with salt and pepper.

9 BAKE the apples in the oven for eet and savoury team up together
15-20 minutes or until the apples start make a mouth-watering side dish.

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME 12 hours -
SERVES 8 J

INGREDIENTS S
2 onions, quartered )
4 carrots, cutinto rings  /

I"

/

/

to burst open. Serve warm.

1 cup white wine

2 cups chicken stock

Handful of herbs, such
as rosemary, thyme
and oregano

8 baby chickens or \
1 large chicken \ 3

Vi cup wholegrain mustard N,

4 cloves garlic, finely chopped

Salt and freshly ground
black pepper

400q fresh asparaqus

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME 55 mins
. SERVESS

INGREDIENTS

2kg potatoes, peeled

550qg duck fat or 500ml canola oil

4 sprigs thyme

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

) PREHEAT the oven to 200°C.
Putthe onion and carrot in a roasting
pan, then add the wine and stock.
@) PRESS the herbs into the belly of
each chicken and put the chickens
in the roasting pan. Cover with the
mustard and sprinkle over the garlic.
Season well with salt and pepper.
€) COVER the pan with foil and roast
for 45-40 minutes, or 1-1%: hours
if you are cooking one large chicken.
@) REMOVE the foil and add the
asparagus to the roasting pan.
Roast, uncovered, for a further

- 20-30 minutes or until the chickens

_agﬂ:,c-_‘ A are golden brown and cooked through.

NSFER the vegetables to Tie the chicken legs with decorative ‘
dish and top with the F’* kitchen string for a festive touch.
» L x 4 e il

@ PREHEAT the oven to 180°C. Bring
a pot of water to the boil and add the
potatoes. Boil for 8 minutes, drain
and allow to cool. Use a fork to score
the potatoes all over.

@ PUT the duck fat or oil, thyme and
garlic in a roasting pan, then heat

in the oven for 20 minutes. Remove

the pan from the oven and add the
potatoes. Roast for 20-25 minutes or
until golden brown and cooked, turning

FTI THINKSTOCK

\ :._.I,;-*_'ﬁ'?' E over the potatoes halfway through
S 3 cooking. Drain on kitchen towel and
chickens toserve. e S— = R —— : - season with salt and pepper. Serve. >
[l B - W ] *_' o . - v
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e
with pakmesan sauce

| PREPARATION TIME 5 mins
. COOKING TIME 20 mins
. SERVES 8

—-mm

o Installmg an effectwe fuIIy mtegrat
surface water drainage system is

FasyAs 1 23

INGREDIENTS

2 large cauliflowers,
cutinto florets

60g butter

s cup plain flour

500ml cream

1 cup finely grated parmesan

Saltand freshly ground
black pepper

'Y teaspoon nutmeg

EasyDRAIN™ Channel and Grate comes in 1 metre
and 3 metre lengths and is made from tough,
recycled UV stabilised polymer, making it super
light and easy to handle.

The EasyDRAIN™ system allows for a range of
configurations using the corners, tee pieces and
slim pits that simply click together. Pre-moulded
outlets allow for easy integration into your existing
stormwater system.

EasyDRAIN™ Channel and
components come
complete with a choice

of grates including

pressed stainless steel

and pressed galvanised
steel, or black polymer that
has a wheel load rating of
1.5 tonne making it suitable
for driveways.

o BRING a pot of water to the boil,

add the cauliflower and boil for

5 minutes or until cooked.

@ PUT the butter in a medium pot

and melt over high heat. Add the

flour and stir with a metal whisk

until well combined. Add the cream
and mix until smooth,

ﬁ COOK the sauce, stirring occasionally,
until it has reduced by half. Remove
the pot from the heat and add the
parmesan. Stir until smooth, then
season well with salt and pepper.

€ ARRANGE the cauliflower on

a serving plate. Pour over the sauce and
sprinkle with nutmeg. Serve warm. »

Cauliflower with a creamy parmesan
sauce is a must-have at Christm

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins , e A ik ! . - . \
COOKING TIME Nil f ' X f = A .. A'mixoftomatoes and feTLa]

SERVES 8

Best of all, installation
requires just three easy steps
— prepare, install, finish.

INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons olive oil

Y cup balsamic vinegar

500g mixed tomatoes
of your choice, halved

Delefelelel
MR AR AHHHHY

‘fﬁl

200g fetta, cut into rectangles
30g fresh basil leaves, roughly torn
Salt and freshly ground

black pepper

& MIX the oil and vinegar in a bowl.
@ PUT the tomato, fetta and basil
ina serwng bowl. Pour over the

. dresslng and toss lightly. Season

. : : & VERHAR Bt Eid pebins TRt
%%%’ﬁ% mdietiartcoman - [SEVERHA

Available at

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015 79




Llova
@;iﬁﬁrz{m..- whealtl

This edible'ChFistmas wrea

tastesasgoodasitlo D_F’.'E-‘!.- My

o B

— =

PREPARATION TIME 10 mins
COOKING TIME 1 hour
SERVES S

INGREDIENTS

B eggwhites

2 cups caster sugar

20ml white vinegar

Y cup cornflour

Vs cup good-quality cacao powder
- 250g mascarpone cheese

- lLdarkchocolate ice-cream

r:»*j'” - 250g berries of your choice
3 %"‘ Cacao powder, for sifting

[
|r|‘ g
=

- Yscup honey =
.- __:_.:__ . e e “-‘%:
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@ PREHEAT the oven to 160°C. Put

the eggwhites in the bowl of an electric
blender and whisk on high speed until
soft peaks form. Keep whisking while
gradually adding the sugar until the
mixture is shiny and stiff.

@ ADD the vinegar and whisk for

a further 1 minute, then fold in the
cornflour. Spoon one-third of the
meringue into a clean mixing bowl, add
the cacao, then mix well. Lightly fold the
cacao meringue into the remaining
meringue so it resembles marble.

€©) LINE a large baking tray with baking
paper and spray with non-stick cooking

spray. Spoon the meringue onto the
baking tray so it looks like a wreath.

@ BAKE for 45-40 minutes or until the
meringue is crispy on the outside but
soft on the inside. Allow it to cool on the
baking paper, then transfer it carefully
with a spatula to a large serving plate.
QSFUUH the mascarpone onto the
meringue with scoops of ice-cream,
then sprinkle with the berries. Sift
over the cacao and drizzle with honey.
Serve immediately.

TIP If the meringue wreath breaks when
transferring it to the plate, just place
the two halves next to each other. >

VA
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RAM BOARD

TEMPORARY FLOOR PROTECTION
www.RAMBOARD.com

The mari of
reaponalble forestry

1 [I171 Feature In Every Roll

Wall Guard’

Patent Pending

Floor & optional wall protection in one

Factory embedded fold lines

Wall & baseboard protection
Eliminates taping to floor

Seals perimeter from spills & debris
Multiple fold lines for multiple heights

Same product, same cost, added feature

DUE TO CONTRACTOR DEMAND, Ram Board has engineered
another exclusive feature to the #1 choice in floor
protection among contractors. Wall Guard's™ factory
creases allow for easy folding along the entire length of
every roll. This creates an unmatched protective barrier

for walls, baseboards, and perimeters. Fﬂ,!_

If it doesn't say Ram Board, it doesn’t have Wall Guard™
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PREPARATION TIME 20 mins,
plus overnight freezing
COOKING TIME Nil

MAKES 12

INGREDIENTS

1L vanilla ice-cream

350q fruitcake of your choice
300g dark chocolate, melted
100g white chocolate, melted

@ PUT the ice-cream in a large mixing
bowl and stir with a wooden spoon until

If you love chocolate and caramel, =
this dessert will delight your senses. -

it softens. Crumble the fruitcake over
the ice-cream and mix well.

@ SPOON the mixture into 12 hollows
of an ice-cream mould or use empty
yoghurt containers. Add ice-cream
sticks and freeze overnight until hard.
€ REMOVE the ice-cream mixture from
the moulds, dip in dark chocolate, then
place on baking paper in the fridge until
set. Use a teaspoon to drizzle white
chocolate in a thin stream over the
dark chocolate. Allow to set. Serve in
a large serving bowl over ice cubes.

————
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" The kids will love these
ice=cold choc treats.

PREPARATION TIME 15 mins
COOKING TIME 1 hour and 10 mins
SERVES B

INGREDIENTS

80ml water

¥ cup caster sugar

1 cup milk

Scup pure cream

4 eggyolks

2 eggs

. cup cacao powder

1 teaspoon vanilla essence
Vscup caster sugar

8 chocolate macaroons
125q fresh strawberries, halved

@ PREHEAT the oven to 160°C. Bring
the water and 3 cup sugar to the boil in
a medium pot and boil for 8-10 minutes
until it forms a golden caramel.

@ SPRAY a 10 x 15cm bread tin with
non-stick cooking spray. Pour in the
caramel and allow to stand until set.

9 BRING the milk and cream to the boil
in a pot. Whisk the egg yolks, eggs,
cacao, vanilla and 5 cup sugar until light
and creamy, then stir in the milk mixture.
Sieve the mixture into the bread tin,
then put the tin an ovenproof dish.

@ FILL the dish halfway with warm
water, cover the bread tin with foil and
bake for 50-50 minutes or until set.
Remove from the oven and allow to

cool slightly, then chill in the fridge.

© TURN out carefully onto a serving
platter, then top with the macaroons
and strawberries to serve.

TRUSTED BRANDS
PRESENTS

WIN A SET OF
BRIDGESTONE
TYRES!

This month, you could win a
set of Bridgestone Ecopia

EP100 Tyres

Designed to save you
money on fuel without
compromising on
safety or comfort,

this prize is valued

at up to $756!

ZRIDGESTONE

For your chance to win, just tell us in 25 words or less why
YOU trust Bridgestone. To enter, visit the giveaway page on

Full terms & conditions can be found online. Entries clos
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Succulents
for the season

Forget the tree and make a stunning living door wreath,
table centrepiece or hanging ball this Christmas

t this time of year, succulents
can be put to work as living
festive decorations, as they

have a wonderful diversity of leaf
shapes and colours, and are water-wise.

Start at the front door with a living
wreath. All you need is a wire frame,
from craft stores, a block of sphagnum
moss and galvanised tie wire.

WORDS AND PICTURES CHERYL MADDOCKS

A succulent wreath needs sun, but
it can survive on a shady door for the
few weeks leading up to Christmas.

After the festive season, the
wreath can be used to decorate
a sunny wall or laid flat on an outdoor
table as a centrepiece. You can also
recycle the succulents to create Brunnings Sphagnum Moss, about
a tapestry effect in a large, low pot. > %10 for 150g. brunnings.com.au
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: Making a wreath :
: Awreath requires lots of plants, so take cuttings from mature plants, and divide your echeverias and sempervirens.
: Toenjoy the wreath for many months, water it regularly and fertilise monthly with a soluble complete plant food. .
E i ‘-_w_'i _ . HIZ]E'E.":- E
: 4 O :
: WA N :
: S oam S :
- FRAME -
E @ PREPARE THE CUTTINGS from @ PACK THE FRAME tightly on both © ADD THE PLANTS using a pencil E
E your succulents, removing the lower sides with a generous amount of wet or chopstick to make a small hole in E
E leaves for a stem about 50mm long. sphagnum moss. Attach a piece of wire the moss. Secure with hairpins to E
E Lay cuttings in the shade for three to the frame, wrapping it around the hang the wreath, or Lay it flat for six E
= days so the stem ends form a callus. moss at 50mm intervals to secure it. weeks until the cuttings have rooted. *
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A wreath of succulents suits the
hot and sunny Christmas season.
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The Future of Ceiling Fans is here!!

d1vd0D53d

Clever centrepieces

A special succulent centrepiece for
your table need not break the budget.
It is as easy as turning to your garden
or local nursery and letting your
imagination run wild.
Succulents are resilient and tough.
You can take them from a pot, use
them for a special purpose and then
return them to their original pot.
B A, | : . A S - - Just about any container can be
_ AN = I '-.- A ENECNU \ : 2 B _ : <k used to create a centrepiece, from
: M $) ' \‘F‘. a 'L \ WL _ - a glass bowl to a novelty planter.
- SN ke This teacup had a drainage hole
: so we planted an aeonium as a feature,
A major breakthrough in Ceiling Fan technology, the Mercator 9 . adding lower-growing bright-green
range of DC Ceiling Fans combines the latest in energy efficient ! succulents around the base.
motor technology with high performance and “On Trend” design. ' ¥ _ - . For a seasonal centrepicce, arrange

succulent cuttings and divisions
around a candle, then after Christmas,
plant them in a permanent spot.

Try a vase, fishbowl, large shell

i i ' : A i T N Y > or even a piece of old driftwood.
H Igh airflow = : ) Secure the succulents in pebbles or
G ‘ ravel and spray lightly with water. »
- Reduced Energy costs : F ; . i ¢ pray lightl;

— Whisper quiet nperation Grange DC

- Up to 6 speed settings

k|
hw

Burgundy .;i':é%iﬁium'z op’
makes a struktural. statement..

~ Solano

Ideal for use all year round, Mercator DC Ceiling Fans provide up to 79% energy savings when compared with
other standard Ceiling Fans*, whilst providing high airflow circulation in all rooms of the home.

T70 ...
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Succulent ball Weathe

. ; PINK PRIMED LOSP TREATED PINE
Christmas gucsts_wlll be _ama?.cd . dhouse-weatherproof.com.au
when they see this beautiful succulent

ball suspended from a tree or pergola,
or taking centrestage in a courtyard.

It's easy to make, just buy two -
wire-framed hanging baskets, remove - S PA e POTTING
the liner and replace with moss, then g
plant the basket tfrom the outside with
a selection of succulents.

You can use cuttings in the ball
but leave them in a brightly lit spot
for three days to form a callus before
planting. Or divide echeverias and
sempervirens to use the small rosettes.

Once it is hung, water the ball

DECORATE

Building a
new. nome

Of r&storing
Reroe

well, then at least once a week, and Plant the cuttings Add the potting mix % ~ t ’p
feed every couple of months with a Take cuttings and remove the lower When the sides of the baskets are J a O r .
soluble complete plant food. leaves for a stem of 50-80mm. Line planted, fill them with a good-quality A B %
Keep in mind the ball is alive and each basket with a generous amount cacti and succulent potting mix. : ".15 '
growing, so after about a year yvou'll of wet sphagnum moss. Starting from Position a flat board over each basket
have to rejuvenate it by replacing the base, make holes in the moss with to keep the moss and compost in
plants that have outgrown it. a chopstick, inserting the plants. place, then invert them. Stand the
If you have enough succulents, TIP Secure any loose cuttings and baskets for six weeks in a sunny spot
make a second ball to give as a gift. > rosettes with bobby pins. until roots form. Water once a week.

Osmocote Cacti & Succulents Mix,
%11 for 25L. scottsaustralia.com.au

Make the ball Hang the ball

Invert a basket and position it on Cut 100mm long pieces of wire to

The Woodhouse Weatherproof® range is
manufactured from plantation Radiata

top of a plastic bucket or have a friend join the baskets. Slip the wire behind : : %
p P ! p pine, treated against termite and fungal

hold it. Position the other board on the frame of each basket where they B —
o . o . attack and coated with a genuine pink
top, aligning one basket directly meet, twisting it around both. Wire P T o el e N
p = _ — on top of the other. Slide out the the frame at 50mm intervals. Attach P yrory P ]
:‘:::;E:EZ:Z;"{[:';:?Ean”udu;i'd i board and hold the baskets together. an S-hook to the basket frame at the
YO, e e  BASKET TIP To test that roots have formed, top of the ball, then add a chain to fﬂﬁﬂmmﬁ;ﬁg{ﬂm E
r . . . centre or soan e forin
— gently tug on a cutting or rosette. hang the ball in a sunny spot, > on the Weatherproof Cladding range. oy,
-
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DECORATE

Wigg

WISS EDGE AVIATION SNIPS

This year, swap the plastic tree for
a potted plant to have a real green
Christmas experience.

Instead of buying a tree that has
been cut down and won't survive past
the new near, decorate with a living
specimen that can be kept potted or
planted out after Christmas.

Many small conifers can live in
pots and can be brought indoors and
decorated for Christmas. When the
festivities are over, use them to green
up a courtyard or balcony.

For an Aussie-themed Christmas,
the Wollemi pine is a standout and
will live happily outdoors in a large
pot for the rest of the year.

A potted plant also makes an
excellent gift. Box it up and decorate
the outside or adorn the pot with
ribbons and bows for a festive feel.
TIP Keep potted Christmas trees
indoors for a maximum of three weeks l
and don’t forget to water them.

INCLUDES
CONVENIENT

CARRY POUCH

20%
LESS

FORCE TO

GuF |
6X

LONGEST

LIFE

=

{ g
s PIVOT BOLT

L !r | . » - a\f“'

( 1 COMFORT AND EASE

. A Redesigned handle

contour and compound-

SPHI NG leverage mechanism make

cutting easier and reduce

LUFE =<

BLADES |

187
/2\

MAD

Available at

%ﬂﬂlwges

bunnings.com.au

wergrean olive tree in

a box makesa great gift.

Put conifers in white jugs and buckets
and attach Christmas decorations.

FICTURES AUSTRAL

Precision. Performance. Durability.™
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Luxury lanterns

Add a sense of intimacy to your next outdoor dinner party by lighting the
night with a stylish lantern to suit your taste in place of harsh spotlights.

Gl t ul . e BE PREPARED for wild winds
or thunderstorms with the iWeather

Weather Station, $98.

.- ‘r .
ul' ‘ ﬁl”" H ¥
S w @A

J ¢

Head instore for the latest products to give
as presents this festive season

- EmEEE
ERARE R R R AR R RN RN R RS

ADD ATMOSPHERE
with a Euro Design Coastal
Lantern, $39.98.

|
]
[ ]
'
[ ]
[ ]
E
-
»

GET A GOLDEN glow with BRIGHTEN THE NIGHT
a Euro Design Moroccan with a Euro Design Rattan
Lantern, $59.95. Lantern, $49.98.

CLEAN IT UP with the Gerni
Classic 120.4 Titan, $298, to remaove
caked-on dirt and dust,

FLIP AND FRY with the Matador
Three-piece Tool Set, which includes
ascraper, tongs and spatula.

DAPPLE BY DESIGN
with a Euro Design Lattice
Lantern, $53.98.

COOK UP a storm on the Maverick

'i - - i : 1 " F Four-burner BBQ Kitehen, $1399, including
1 [ l J a WELS Five-star 6L/Min rated tap.

LIGHT THE WAY MAKE A STATEMENT .
’] 1:- = with a Euro Design Cage with a Euro Design Woven -
gl Lantern, $79.95. o Lantern, $69.95.

SKIP A TRIP with the Hose
Reel Auto Retractable Gardena
13mm x 35m, $349, for a tidy yard.

s

.
[
||
%

KEEP KIDS HEALTHY and active in the
backyard these holidays with Play Equipment
Six-function Swing Set, $149.

SIT IN THE SHINE
of a Euro Design Moana
Lantern, $59.98.
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FRAME THE FLAME of CHANNEL THE CHURCH
TEMPT TODDLERS outside with GET IT WET using the Nylex Never Kink a candle with a Euro Design with a Euro Design Chapel
ADD ADVENTURE to the garden the tyke-sized Fountain Products 12mm x 15m Garden Hose, $46.%4, fitted Java Lantern, $49.98. Lantern, $69.98. :
with the My First Deep Ocean Sandpit, $49, Clam Shell Sandpit, $12.50. with heavy-duty, anti-leak connectors. o TR PP ssssssssssssssaseanaet o’

for hours of exploring for hidden treasure.
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ASSEMELE IT with less
fuss using the Redline Rapid Fire : :
11-piece Bit Set, $12.98. i : . ; \ SET THE SCENE with a water-resistant
- ' ' Frangipani Solar String Light, $20, for

DIVE INTO D.LY. using the Bosch 10.8V Three-piece ;_ a summer-themed garden party.
Handyman Kit, 499, which includes a two-speed KEEP TOOLS ORGANISED in the e ST
drill/driver, multi sander and reciprocating jigsaw. \ spacious 3&-inch Kincrome Tool Chest with BE—
Trolley and 10-drawer Combo, $699. FAKE A FAIRY garden with the Solar LED Lily

Flower Stake Lights, $24 for a four-pack,
which turn on automatically at dusk.

RAPED ADJUST
MULTIGRIP \
FLIERS e

Temn Fach

BE READY for anything with the
Swiss-made Victorinox Spartan Pocket
Tool, $24.98, which has 12 functions.

SPEED UP home repairs using

GET A GRIP using the DITCH DUST and dander with the aLadder Limb, $19.98, which fits into the
Trojan Multigrip Rapid Adjust MAKE DAD’S DAY with the gift of Black & Decker 14.4V Lithium-ion Flexi hollow rungs of ladders to hold tools.
Pliers, $24.98 for two. a Rhino Galvanised Tool Box Twin Pack, $89, Dust Buster with Pet Brush, $159.

to ensure his tools stand the test of time.

-liiil.ii..‘li.ii.ilI.ili.iiill.liI.il.l-ll.iiii.iiilIill.ili.i.liiliii.ii.ii#.liiliIili.l-iI.l-ilill.lIi.lliil.il'.iiiiil.
- -

: Get organised :

E STAY IN CONTROL using the Tactix Clipboard Organiser with Powerbank, $59, E

E specifically designed to hold, protect and charge tablets. Perfect for the tech-savvy E COOL OFF using the Ryobi 18V One+ FINISH THE JOB using the Ryobi SPOT IT with an Arlec 2 x 20W

'-_ tradie or handyman in your household, it has a removable powerbank and a foam Lining. _' Misting Fan, $99, with a run time of up 18V One+ Hybrid Light, $99, with 2700 Lumens LED Work Light, $59, for
W - B P o to 16 hours and a pivoting head. a 340° rotating head and 20W LEDs. waorking once the sun has set.
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Anyone can achieve professional results with Rust Guard. And with
Rust Guard's superior rust protection, those results are sure to last.

Visit whiteknightpaints.com.au for all the tools, tips and
tricks you will need to achieve results you can be proud of.

tl{ White Knight

spocialist paint, professional results

White ¥ Knight
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. Turnyourrenovatinghobby

ustralia is full of houses that
are structurally sound, but
cosmetically tired, according to

Renovating For Profit’s Cherie Barber.

Earlier architectural styles, such
as Federation and Victorian, have an
integrity and charm worth preserving,
but late-20th century houses were
built for function over style.

And while the materials used were
considered trendy at the time, the
styles haven't stood the test of time.

Most salvageable details from
this era are not often available for
recyling at restoration companies, as
they're not architecturally significant.
These types of properties are ripe

s BT " for a makeover, and given the right
from the makesrs of M",i 'g,‘;"L; ps ﬁ-;‘{ﬁl guidelines, can be dramatically updated

+? TAUBMANS®

to look fresh, clean and modern,
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Learn the ropes
Cherie's company, Renovating for
Profit, runs three-day intensive
workshops, with training on how you
can turn what may be just a renovating
hobby into a full-time business.

‘But don't go tossing in your job
tomorrow,” Cherie strongly advises.
Instead, take your time and follow
her process to make sure you have
all the knowledge necessary before
stumping up your money.

By following her step-by-step
guide for finding the right suburb
as well as the right house, knowing
how to renovate it within a very
tight budget and how to sell it,
you can make a profit that's way
beyond your expectations.

And after you have tasted
success with your first renovation,
you may even feel confident enough
to start renovating as a full-time
occupation. But it’s all about getting
it right to start with.

At B ERERER ARSI R

Due diligence

If you are buying a house to make
a renovation profit, first look at the
suburb and then at the house.
SUBURB When evaluating the area,
start to gauge which blocks of land
are the most valuable. Is it good to
be near amenities such as hospitals,
schools, public transport and shops?
Before settling on an investment
area, do your due diligence to ensure
itticks all the boxes that confirm it is
a suburb that could make you a profit.
Once you're convinced that
you've chosen a winning area, it's
time to look at individual houses.

.
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Resurfacing this houSe's exteriol
comfy outdoor seating dramatically improve
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HOUSE How do you know whether
or not the price of a house is an
accurate reflection of its true value?
Real estate agents can guide you
and have a good knowledge of their
patch, but they work in the interests
of the seller, and their commission
also relies on the price achieved.
How much did similar houses in
the same street sell for? Did they
have superior or inferior features?
You must carry out extensive
research to find a property that has
a basic structure suitable to make
it a worthwhile project.

B R R

Adhesive Toilet Rall
Refill Holder Mas2é

Cosmetic vs structural

When starting on a renovation journey,
you need to decide whether you want
to be a cosmetic or structural renovator.

With a cosmetic renovation, you
can generally do most of the work
without council approval, and many
can be completed within six weeks.

This is ideal for a first renovation for
profit, and may lead to you being able
to have two or three projects on the go.

The profit margin is significant,
but not as much as from a structural
renovation. These tend to take up to
18 months to complete and usually
involve council approval, architect
fees and major building works.

While there is a big improvement
in the potential profit margin, there is
much more work involved, possible
setbacks and the chance the market
won't be as strong when you sell.

Whatever your choice, Cherie’s
workshop arms you with the necessary
knowledge to be successful. >

FaEEeTasEEnEEREREEEE

After

A coat of render, new porch screen and

T g L w o w v e o T
| .
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Head over heart

People who buy houses they fall in
love with often pay more and their
projects aren’t as profitable.
‘Renovating to make money is
not about finding 2 house you love
and making it pretty,” says Cherie.
‘Look at it objectively, at its
potential, and the structure, land
and condition. Think, is it a house
| can make money from?" she says. -

"SsasssssEsdeEEREEREREEEEEEEE S EES

Adhesive Paper Towel
Holder M&s2s

picket fence totally transform this house.

lumm”

o

ANTI-RUST

GUARANTEE

» MOUNTS TO MOST
SMOOTH SURFACES

o/ STRONG HOLD
o EASY TO REMOVE

o RUST RESISTANT

“ EASY INSTALLATION

Ideal for around the home,
office, caravans and RV's

Available at

PUNNINGS

to see the full range of Maddison adhesive products visit naleen.com.au warehouse
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Modern furniture and a papered feature wall

give this living space a streamlined Lotk

Set a budget
People who renovate older-style houses
often think that everything needs to
be ripped out and replaced. While this
is a surefire way to have a new modern
interior, it isn’t necessarily the best
approach if you want to make a profit.
Check every room in minute detail
and make a priority list as to what must
stay, what can stay, and what must go.
Across the entire renovation project,
vou'll need to caretully choose from
this list what will make the most
impact within yvour renovation budget.
This prep work must be carried out
completely before an offer is made.

Have it inspected
Once you have decided on the house
you want, ask your solicitor to make
it a condition of the contract that
the house must pass a building, pest
and asbestos inspection.

By making the sale subject to
these approvals, it means you retain

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

negotiating power if
there are problems.
Otherwise, any
repairs to these hidden
faults may absorb
yvour profit margin.

Hire tradies
A quick house flip
is the objective, and
while you may have
DIY skills of a high
standard, it could be
a better option to
remain a project manager and not do
the actual labour yourself.

Hiring skilled labourers means the
job will be completed efficiently, faster

and with a polished professional finish.

Organising the timings and
order of events is the key to a swift
renovation. Give the tradies a tight
brief and check you're happy with
the work at every stage, which means
being present on the site is essential.

Making sure you have everything
the tradies need on site is also crucial.
If you don't have the toilet yet and the
plumber is ready to install it, vou will
have wasted valuable time.

You'll also have to pay the plumber
additional fees, as they will need to
come back when the loo is delivered.

These types of delays waste cash,
digging into your profit margin, so
being organised is paramount.

While you looked at the house in
a business frame of mind, your
potential buyers are viewing it in
an entirely different way.

Among the first to view the
property are usually the people who
are known as the "heart buyers’.

These are the people who fall in
love with a house and can envisage
living there or aspire to having a home
as nice as this one. And they’ll often
give you your highest price.

It is imperative to make the first
impression memorable for the wow
factor and clever choices you have
made to improve the property.

From the front gate and garden
beds to the door, these elements can

put people in a positive frame of mind
before they even see the interior.
Once they're inside, you need to
wow them again. This is done with
the superior finish you've applied
to the walls, ceilings and floors, the
abundant light you've created and the
sleek kitchen and bathroom refresh.
An essential part of making your
house look its best is to hire a stylist
to furnish it. This can be a bit pricey,
but it creates a mood that can
escalate the house’s perceived value.
You are creating a lifestyle look
people want, so don't try to save on
this cost or you risk reducing your
profit. These before and after photos
prove the value of this expense. ~

A Rocket mouse sander can
get right into the corners and
along edges of window frames
door jams, and all those tight
spots. Plus, the handy peel ‘n’
stick backing lets you tear off
sheets and change sandpaper
grades in just seconds. Don't

paint yourself into a comer.

Choose Rocket, for premium

o products at affordable prices.

Available at

¢ 2UN | INGS

—)ROCKET

Look in the sandpaper section at Bunnings.




Taking the course Y

Cherie's three-day workshap,
Renovating for Profit, is full
of information, with a detailed
step-by-step process for
every stage, from choosing
which suburb, which house
and which tradies to dealing with
real estate agents and the legalities.

She also shares her winning transformation
process from resurfacing the inside and
outside, to the most practical ways to create
dramatic impact and give the house the wow
factor that buyers will clamour for.

There are guest speakers sharing their
knowledge on topics such as wealth creation,
getting finance to start the process and even
how to succeed at conflict resolution.

Each workshop attendee is given a huge
pack of books, reference manuals and DVDs,
so they can refresh their memory.

Cherie's designed several spreadsheets that
will become the to-do list on everything from
doing due diligence on the suburb and house to
calculators for all aspects of the renc budget.

There's also a spreadsheet of more than
5000 lines for each detail of the house from wall replaced sleek moderndesign.
surfaces and light switches to the garden. You , ’
delete the lines that don't apply to your project
to give you a running list of every single job for ! >
the renovation in order of operation.

This allows your tradies to give you an
accurate quote, as every job is detailed.
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Wayne and Jan, Perth
"This property ticked all the boxes,
location, transport, cafe strip and near

the Perth CBD," says Wayne.

Cherie has put together a buyers’ group,
offering discounts on the main purchases for
bathrooms, kitchens, flooring and more.

The workshop isn't cheap, but if you use the
tried-and-tested research properly, you can be
confident you’ll make a profit. It will more than
pay for itself, most likely on the first renovation.
Find out more at renovatingforprofit.com.au
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‘We bought it in December 2013
for $420,000 and spent $165,400 on
renovations including acquisition,
holding and sales costs. In May 2014,

we were offered 750,000 cash prior to

auction, making a profit of $165,000.
Tt was a cosmetic reno, We
stripped every room in the house
and replaced the roof. We put in new
plumbing, rewired, painted inside
and out, and did full landscaping,.
The whole reno took five months
from purchase to sale,’ says Jan.
‘Getting the right quotes and
dealing with tradesmen, I estimate
we would have spent at least $20,000
more on the wrong quotes than
what we did without the knowledge
and strategies that Cherie teaches.

‘The most satisfving part was just
doing the reno and seeing the finished
job. And of course, the sale price was
a fantastic outcome,’ says Wayne.

‘We got so many positive comments
once we'd finished. The property was
featured in WA’s The Weekend West
paper with a great review, which really

added to the marketing leading up to
the auction,” says Jan.

‘Our downfall was not doing
a written scope of works for the tradies,
50 we had a few miscommunications.
I was on site every day, but still had
issues with them if I had to go. Besides
that, it ran smoothly,’ says Wayne, >
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Rachael, Brisbane

Thought a 1920s three-bedroom
timber cottage in a popular Brisbane
suburb, close to the CBD. It was
derelict and unliveable, but despite
this, it had good bones and 1 could see
it had great potential,’ says Rachael,
who attended Cherie's workshop.

‘1 paid $400,000 for it in December
2012, spent $105,000 on renovations,
plus staging and other costs and sold
it in May 2013 for $650,000, making
a profit of $115,000.

Here's a run-down of the works
completed over the 12-week reno.
¥ House restumped and levelled.

W Asbestos removed.

¥ Roof replaced.

B New electrical wiring and
plumbing installed.

B New dining area ceiling relined.
®m Walls removed, structural beams
installed to support the ceiling.
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B New kitchen installed.

B Back exterior wall, stairs
and windows removed to
make way for a new deck.

B Bathroom moved upstairs

o

Before

to replace the exposed
shower room under the house.
B New laundry built under the house.
B Original front verandah opened up
and a handrail added.
= Walls and doors added and removed
for new study at the front.
B A porch and footbridge built to
provide easy street access.
B New driveway and carport added.
B New picket fence, retaining wall
and a side fence installed.
B Garden landscaped and turfed.
B Entire house repainted.
® House staged and furnished.

‘It’s hard to strike the right balance
between spending as little as possible

and creating something people will
love. You have to be a tough negotiator
and a smart shopper,” says Rachael.

‘Regulations are also much stricter
in Queensland than in NSW, so it's
harder to get things done without
licences and insurances. Council delays
and red tape can also cause problems.

‘But it was a great feeling to have
created a beautiful and functional
home that sold within a few days.

‘T've started my own company,
Front Porch Properties, and project
manage other people’s renos as well.

I feel very fortunate to be able to live
and breathe what I love every day.’
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'IDEAL WINTON
VINYL TILES

45 SERIES

45 7cm x 45.7cm
(5 tiles = 1sp. mtr)
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30 SERIES

30.5cm x 30.5cm
(10.75 tiles = 1sp. mtr)

3YEAR They are suitable for SELF STICK
Domestic Warranty WET AREAS For quick instaliment
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Take advantage of summer breezes

by relaxing in a shady outdoor area.
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these five smart str

DANIEL BUTKOVIC

FICTURES ALAMY,

ummer’s here and as usual it
S brings sweltering temperatures

that can quickly turn the home
into an unbearable furnace.

Air conditioning is an effective
solution, but there are also simple
preventative steps you can take to
minimise heat build-up and create
a comfortable, cool sanctuary.

Add insulation
- If you're renovating an older
home, wall and ceiling insulation
is one of the best ways to control the
temperature and, in many cases, it
is mandatory to have it installed.

Up to 87% of a home's heat is
gained through windows, so double
glazing or window films can keep
temperatures low especially when
combined with insulated curtains.

Sealing gaps in walls and around
windows as well as installing door seals
also helps keep the house cool.

' Shade windows
L. Protecting the interior of the home
from direct sunlight can reduce the
temperature. Installing awnings and
eaves over windows and doorways
prevents heat entering during summer
without blocking out the sun in winter.

Create ventilation

Make use of the natural breezes
by opening a small window on the
cool side of the house and a large
window on the hot side.

This will create a vacuum that
draws in cool air and expels hot air.
It also prevents a build-up of heat and
makes your home less stuffy.

Keep the windows and doors
closed during the hottest part of the
day and open them at night once
the temperature has dropped.

Roof ventilation prevents heat
build-up in the roof cavity, which in
turn reduces room temperature. -

Provide extra shade in the
backyard with an umbrella,

A few simple practices will cool
the house and save you money.

' USE FANS to circulate the
air in the house before turning
on the air conditioning.

» COOK OUTSIDE on the barbie
to minimise the amount of heat
generated inside the house.

" CREATE SHADE over outdoor
areas so they remain cool in the
evening for alfresco dining.

TURN OFF APPLIANCES at the
wall as many use power and heat
up even when in standby mode.

' POSTPONE CHORES until the
evening to stop appliances from
heating the house.

USE LEDs or CFLs [compact
fluorescent lights), as they
generate less heat than
incandescent bulbs and will
also reduce your power bill.

-
o
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Energy Saving Insulation for Walls
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Cool efficiently [ Smart landscaping

1 When it's so hot that the air
conditioner is necessary, you can still
make it run efficiently to keep bills low.
If vours is more than 10 yvears old,
consider replacing it with a new model,
choosing one that suits the size of the
room. Keep it efficient by shading
the external unit and cleaning the
filter every month during summer.
Set the thermostat as high as you
can tolerate and close rooms you aren‘t
using so it won't need to work as hard.

Besssanm FEAEEEE R FEFRE R AR R R SENEEEEE S

Adding a water feature
When landscaping a backyard,
incorporating a water feature can
help make the area more comfortable
through evaporative cooling.

It also adds a peaceful ambience,

o} Create a shady oasis in the
backyard with smart planting and
landscaping. Deciduous trees planted
on the northern and western side of
a house will provide shade in summer
without impeding sunshine in winter.
Use shade structures like pergolas
or awnings over concrete or paved
areas, as hard surfaces can reflect and
radiate heat towards the house. Solid
walls can also provide shade to create
a cool and relaxing area in the vard.

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu TYTIS I it

A water feature that you can
cool your feet in or a small plunge
pool is even better, as nothing beats
a quick dip in the heat of summer.
TIF Add a fountain to ensure that

Super-soft Earthwool® insulation is perfect for keeping a home cool during summer.
And the satisfaction of doing it yourself is soon followed by the wonderful feeling
of a cosy home - knowing you'll help reduce your cooling bill.

Visit Bunnings today and take control of your home's climate tomorrow.

For more information visit www.knaufinsulation.com.au

e Feel j.aﬁ_\j@” .

GET THAT FEELING

providing a relaxing environment that
can take away the stress of a hot day.

the water is always circulating to
discourage mosguitoes.

" s o .
" Create a calming ambignce

“in the garden witha fountain.

- Available at

 JuNGS

—

Please review DIY videos and installation instructions
hefore starting your project ot www.knaufinsulation.com.au

KNAUFiNSUL

KLALIOS] 405340

108 DEC 2074/ JAN 2015 Australian Handyman

enerdy




< he . o T

< e 1 Ve shott o o
= E y .

q = = % ; }

o F SR 3%

: o E AL X
= | UPGRADES! _ = 3 @ WIN-THE WAR
= B MALLthGET_* . " NCLUTTER
= py 7 FDRAE'-EIHF b A = - o 1orin Bupations

ey PSS " 4 : . " k-h:herr&
F' Gruw FDISE‘TIIH{;EW@ : Rﬂw SUPER garage

' Thai, ltalian & Frefcicoote N Your EACH?AHD

==

| HANG A NEW SCREEN DOGR f

= 1
4 :

| PATCHHOLES IN MESH -
. — - Loty ;Lffnmame a:::':rﬁrﬁ;f Y,
e o 'IE _'m I A ;Tr:?“r:HMh o, “:.._: -1;:;':_"'4
. " 8T o i;:’. %M ﬁ 1'?' ﬁ:@ ! Aoty sy "'" iﬁf =
, o/ SUIMIMIL Y .., PowER MRS A
s INETALL#;PEHJL FENCE BILLS NOwW! =9 s nsjo,

HOUSE DOWN GET

' -; THE LS
[ ﬁs) | :EB?LLD AN OPEN-AIR SHOWER i"é'jsgﬁ'g"s%%ﬂm i’ B
: -5-;"'-'5?: 3i L ﬁ We show quu how! '
'*“’fi.'j"'.fif_"\l_- I E 05 :
= NEVER MISS AN ISSUE mm,l:m 3 jwa 116;11,’ ﬁuuf‘_"’ “dy
TOOD ' L EEH
m FREE DELIVERY o ——— _ Hfgg;:rug wﬂm

mONLY $4PERISSUE [l [ = 4, =
m SAVE OVER 38% oz \ZA )

- ~ L = A HOL \\‘(—hﬂ .-b l, : .I- -r e
Already a subscriber? Take advantage i (B 6 -coadanﬂfkfﬁﬁﬂﬂ} e i f of] <

of this great offer and extend your “WEN\g 'Hak“s”“”[*"} \
subscription today or give Australian
Handyman magazine as a gift!

v Ens
 &Stop ey ool

g\

Y . I 1, SaAve f‘»‘ f“”’" i
AR w 15“: Al ‘...._...:_ E‘I L -5
/////}47/ Ny

The first 200 callers will receive a FREE pair

< g | of sunglasses with 100% UV protection and TO SUBSCRIBE' CALL 1300 334 378

carry case with their paid Australian

& Handyman magazine subscription. AND OUOTE 'DECEMBER "’ANDYMANll
Offer only available until 31 December 2014,

11/ £ / 4 : b Y
Ly N,




< “Avaifable from le

N,

ading Hard

For more information phone:1800 810280

LR

IEF FROWM TOUGH ANT PROBLEMS

4 ANTBAITS

5|TOF, CENTRE) THINKSTOCK

H|ETURE

Pest busters

Get rid of any creepy-crawlies and critters
that have taken up residence In your home

ummer is a prime time for pesky
uninvited house guests to move
in. As the weather heats up,
hordes of bugs and rodents come out
of hiding and make your home theirs.
And an infestation can be an
embarrassment when the pests
make unexpected visits while you're
entertaining over the holiday season.
Deterring them from entering
your home and preventing them
taking hold is the best defence.
Knowing your adversaries and
their weak points is the first step in
protecting your home from becoming
their permanent residence.

Ll
-
Ll
-
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-
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ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT

Eradicating a mice infestation

can be tricky, as they're often only
active at night and nest in your
walls and roof space.

While it's hard to pin down
the exact number roaming your
hame, persistence is a key factor
in addressing the problem.

There is a variety of removal
solutions, including classic snap
traps, radar rodent repellers,
poisoned bait or, for the soft-hearted,
cage traps to catch them alive.

Set up your chosen method on
pathways the mice use, which can
be identified by their droppings, and
by entry points in the walls. Or lay
traps near food sources like a dog
bowl, keeping your pet safely away.

It's also a good idea to place
traps next to vertical surfaces, such _

The Big Cheese Ultra

the-bigcheese.com.au

MNooski Trap
Power Pest Repeller, $460. Systems Mouse Trap,
%10. nooski.com

as skirting boards, as they prefer to
travel close to walls or furniture.

Use multiple traps to fix the
infestation quickly and repair any
damaged seals and doors to prevent
a second infestation in the future,

Ratsak Disposable
Mouse Bait Station, $7.
ratsak.com.au
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Hiding in wall cavities, subfloors,
or roofing during the day, these
nocturnal lurkers carry disease,
and their discarded skin can trigger
an attack in asthma sufferers.

To hinder their march around
yvour home, dispose of scraps and
keep food in sealed containers to limit
their access and wipe down sinks in

Having these common household
pests move in can pose a health risk
to your family, not to mention the
smelly urine trails they leave behind.
Rats chew through food packaging
and electrical wiring, increasing the
risk of a household fire starting.
Prevention is the best protection,
so block any potential entry points to

80TC:

The Big Cheese Rat
Cage Trap, $33.
the-bigcheese.com.au

Rat Trap,

the kitchen, bathroom and living
areas, as they need water to survive.
There's a range of products on
the market to wipe out cockroaches.
These include baits containing
poison, which they carry back to the
nest, sticky traps, aerosols that let you
kill them on sight and bombs that
ive up to three months of protection.

Raid Exterminataor Insect
Control Bomb, $14 for
three. raidkillsbuas.com.au

DEC 2074 AN 2015 Australian Handyman

Roach Kill Cockroach
Gel Bait, $8 for 5g.
roachkill.com.au

Mortein Lure N Kill
Cockroach Baits, $4 for six.
mortein.com.au

Gotcha! Clean Touch

bunnings.com.au

your home, clear leaf litter and debris
from the garden and keep rubbish
bins firmly closed. Trim branches
away from the roof and install wire
mesh over compaost bin vents.

If they've already settled in, get
rid of them easily by using poisoned
baits, removing nests or setting out
traps for a pet-safe solution.

I'.!

i
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Fast Action Ratsak Wax
$4. Blocks, about $6 for six.
‘. ratsak.com.au

i\
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5 THINKESTOCK

Controlling an ant
infestation in your home can
be tricky as ants can detect
common insecticides, avoiding
sprayed areas, and nests are often
in walls or under the house.

To solve an ant problem, use an
insecticide formulated to target the queen,
and remove access to water and sources
of food such as dead insects or scraps.

|
i

RN o .

~_RICHGRO
ANT KILLA

Combat Ant-Rid, $7 for six
baits. antrid.com.au

Richgro Ant Killa, about $21
for 2.5kg. richgro.com.au

Rapidly reproducing in
warm weather, flies feed
on faeces and garbage
before spreading bacteria
where they land.

To keep your home free
of flies this summer, put
kitchen scraps in a bin with
a fitted lid, add sawdust to
your compost pile, fit windows
with flyscreens and try sticky paper
traps or low-toxicity sprays.

/I] )

PestXpert Pro-Spray
Flying, $13 for 500g.
pestxpert.com.au

EnviroSafe Fly Trap,
%17 for a twin pack.
envirosafeaustralia.com.au

roachkl =

COCKROACH GEL BAIT

AS USED BY THE

PROFESSIONALS

o
roachkill &

i Cockroach Gel Bait

READ SAFETY DIRE CTIONS

Kills the lot
with just @ few spots!

v’ SAFE for children & pets*

v LONG LASTING sffective for up to 3 months

¢ NO ODOUR, no mess

¢ KILLS THE ENTIRE NEST, with just a few spots

*when used as directed

roachkill.com.au

(B us on facebook




116

Protect your home from a break-in
~“whenyou head offion holiday.

mpty houses full of Christmas
E presents make summer holidays
a high-risk time for break-ins,
and it takes just seconds for a thief
to make off with your valuables.

To fool the casual observer into
thinking you're at home while you
are actually away, try these simple
techniques and safety measures.

DEC 2014/ 4N 2015 Australian Handyman

WORDS ASHLEIGH PERRIOTT . |

Mow the lawn
An overgrown lawn can be a red flag

that announces a house is unoccupied.

Cut the grass before you leave and
have a friend or lawn service do the

mowing if you're away for a long time. |

Ozita 346V Li-ion Cordless Lawn
Mower, $399. ozito.com.au
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Light it up
Attaching sensor lights near
potential points of entry can alert
neighbours to suspicious visitors. It
can also scare off those who thought
they'd get in and out undetected.

Lock it down
Deadlocks fitted onto all doors
make entering and exiting a house
difficult. They can also prevent
intruders from carrying off larger

items like a flatscreen TV.

Arlec Twin Sensor Detection
Security Light, $40.
arlec.com.au

Lockwood Electronic
Keyless Deadlatch, $319.
lockweb.com.au

' Keeping a lookout

Even with the best locks, break-ins
can still occur, so having a quality
CCTV system can help police catch
those responsible. The footage can
even be used in court as evidence

to prosecute the offenders.

Handy features to look out for
include motion activation, night
vision, multiple channels and a live
link to a smartphone app.

If you ean’t afford to fork out for
a full surveillance system, setting
up faux cameras can be enough of
a deterrent. Mimicking the real
deal, anly you will know
they aren’t recording.

Hide the mail

Investing in a lockable mailbox

will protect personal information
from criminals. Choosing a box with
space for a package also prevents
anyone stealing your online shopping

Swann 8 Channel Digital Video goodies from your doorstep. >

Recorder, $4688, and Dummy
Security Camera, $24. swann.com.au

"y

Pakman Parcel Delivery Box, $299.
pakmanparcelbox.com.au
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Advanced Security Made Easy

Protect What Matters Most!

Use timers
I'otential offenders often drive
by a home at night to check that
it is empty. Putting the lights on
timers can make it appear like
someone is at home.

._42‘ﬁ’¢'- ;

S e
g

HPM 7-day Digital Timer,
$16. hpm.com.au

Sound the alarm
Limit the amount of time a thief

has to search for valuables before
the police or security company

arrive by adding an alarm system

to your home security strategy.

Swann Magnetic Door and
w. Window Security Alarm, $60
: for eight. swann.com.au

Security checklist

An aitﬁri.'n. ansa hurglar hasito . : o Add these tips to the pre-holiday
mak& Xit from Yuur Rome e PR protection list to reduce the risk
< D — s of your home becoming a target.
v LOCK THE SHED as garden and
DIY gear is valuable and can also
be used to break in to the house.
+ LEAVE A CAR parked in the
driveway to make the house
look occupied while you're away.
v LOCK AWAY VALUABLES such
as laptops and cameras, which
are easy to pawn, and hide keys.
v ENSURE PACKAGING from
boxes of gifts such as bikes or
TVs aren't poking out of the bin.
+ CHANGE THE LOCKS on a new
home before moving in and ensure
only those you trust have a key.
v KEEP A LOW PROFILE on social
media. Change your settings
to private and don't announce that
you're going away.

Water the garden

An uncared-for lawn and drooping
| plants can indicate a property has
been unoccupied for a while. If you
can’t impose on a friend to water
for you, try out a tap timer.

SEE WHAT'S HAPPENING
ON YOUR PHONE OR TABLET

Swannlink O e B

T P T

Swann is Australia’s number 1 brand in do-it-yourself security.

Our commitment is to develop security solutions that are easy to use, affordable and offer the peace of mind
you deserve. Know what's happening at home at any hour of the day with the ability to see live video from
multiple cameras on your Smartphone, tablet or computer. It's advanced security made easy from Swann.

& i
||..."

Make ure t e garden 15 weli a‘,

R ey
THINKSTOCK
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Pope Easy Set Digital Tap Timer,

-®
*a

$59. popeproducts.com.au "tssssssssssssnssssnnsssssnnsasnnnnt’ & Available at

ZUNNINGS

T [ A i L et For more information visit www.swann.com warehouse




5 i R Fix the house
%’ Fireproof the yard MY Replace broken roof
Replace timber fences, - .. o tiles, repair gaps in

doormats and flyscreens ' 3 ’ AP R . walls and enclose
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D D e 2RI e the risk of fire.
AUTO EREEL 212w 3 o720 B GK

MATIC HOS

Automatic rewind system retracts garden hose at a controlled rate and prevents
the hose from twisting

Garden hose can be locked and unlocked at any length

Rotates 180° making hose retrieval easier

Ready to Water™ - Equipped with 20m of flexible garden hose and fittings

v G J) 5

5 / p ANARE S
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e - S e
y RO Wi 2n  HOSE REEL CART
ot - D. & i ‘1_ GUARANTEE :

Specifically designed to store up to 50m of garden hose

Convenient ‘Auto-Track’ hose guide keeps the hose free from kinks and twists

Includes a sturdy full metal storage spool with a heavy duty handle for easy

manoeuvrability : Make a plan
Large rear wheels and a long handle for stable portability L Review your bushfire

I B =2 ' 3 - . J .
Fits all standard 12mm hose connectors ” . survival plan and prepare 8 '
: ¢ l a survival kit containing e
GF e S . e AT . s . : e v e peniy a first-aid kit, radio, torch sy, | . ' ;
e . , ; . : ' ' g and bottled water. \ '
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! -_ .Stay é’afe -'th_roug'houdt SUmMMmer:by
- fireproofingiyour home and backyard

WORDS DANIEL BUTKOVICH

Foot pedal pump for easy hose retraction 2 L KNI o ; L i
‘Auto-Track’ hose guide with stop ensures hose winds evenly without kinks and twists | S s Fre 4 B MY ol S PG Y _
Two large wheels and a foldable handle provide extra stability and easy manoeuvrability | S el iy 20 e nother hot, dry summer Having an up-to-date bushfire
Heady to Water™ - Equipped with 30m of flexible gan:len hose and ﬁttings | a2 - fy aF ' means the risk of bushfire survival plan is essential, because
UV protected

is as high as ever, so it's vital when a fire is approaching, there is
you make preparations to ensure the little time to make difficult decisions
safety of your home and your family. like when to leave, what to take and
If you live anywhere near the whether you will stay and defend.
bush, your home is potentially at risk. Visit the fire service website for

&

Bl " 4 i ' ' Available at_

THINKSTOCK

The majority of homes destroyed in yvour state to familiarise vourself with
: bushfires are due to burning embers the Fire Danger Rating system, make
e 2 - : i - < o z ' ' i that can be blown up to 30km from vour bushfire survival plan and stay
1800 335 019 or visit www.cyelone.com.au - _ . o warenouse
il E T : - - R g
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O ember

T
= ALUMINIUM &
E HEAVY DUTY INSECT SCREENING .y
= Cyclone Aluminium insect scraanlnﬂ is ideal for screening windows i
. and doors where extra sirength and impressive visibility through the =
. screen are required. The Aluminium is powder coated in a charcoal £
. finish to minimise glare. B

Corrosion Resistance *hk ==l
Ty 224 This high quality Aluminium insect screening prevides additional =1
. resistance to ember aftack and is manufactured to the requirements
SR S *¥*%* | for Aluminium screening, as detailed within the Australian Standard
gﬂ;’;‘" C:P*Ed r':"”"‘_i”i”’“ AS 39592009 Construction of Buildings in Bushfire-prone Areas.
: mm Qiameanar wirg
18 x 16 strands per inch Available in prepack widths: 210, 1220mm
Cutto-measure widths: 610, 810,910, 1220mm

TUFFlite™ |
INCREASED GAUGE HEAVY DUTY INSECT SCREENING
Cyclone TUFFlite™ insect screening is ideg

1l for pcreamn windows
and doors in h:ﬂ.lgh and dﬁmnndlng cnndl fions. icker wire is

e

TUFFlite™ insect screening provides udd ion: nm_a to ember

Corrosion Resistance _ **** | affack and is manufactured fo the requité . L
|_UV Resistance **** | screening, as defailed within the Australic dard AS 3959-2009
Stroagh Roting *** | Construction of Buildings in Bushﬁrs-prone A

Powder coated Aluminium 3
0.2Bmm diameter wire Available in meCk widths: 910"4' ' .

18 x 15 strands per inch

ke
Y m:lnm‘;llﬂ Doors.

Infermation on AS 3959-2009 Construction of Buildings in Bushfire-prone Areas - SM 'Ful' \
{ Tne areas, screens for

Where the construction of new buildings, alterations and extensions is to be carried o
windows and doors (where fitted) must comply with the requirements for the relevant Busl Level (BAL) detailed within
553'959-21309 Please refer to AS 3959-2009 for the requirements specified for windew and door screens for

Fora B.N. assessmeni of your site, please conlact your local autherily for further information and ac : Available at
The @BV infogmetion regarding A53959-2009 is provided as @ guide only - please refer fo AS3959-2009 for 3 |NGS

further details, or contact your local authority for more information and advice. gt mh
For more information contact Cyclone Tools Cu r_ﬂ;ﬁr.l on 18( 9

v ' ﬁmg_ bunnings.com.au
or .cyclone.com.au _ 8 | .
- 63\
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Reduce your risk
In bushfire-prone areas, keeping
your property maintained and
equipped with fire prevention tools
can reduce the risk of losing it.
While new houses that are built
close to bushland are subject to strict
regulations to give them a greater
chance of withstanding a bushfire,
older homes are more susceptible,
Inspect your property, looking
for hazards that could cause a fire,

Flammable material such as firewood
and petrol should not be stored within
20m of the property, lawns should be
mowed short and leaves removed.

Trees and shrubs should be kept
neat and compact, and spaced apart
to help prevent fires from spreading.
Prune the lower limbs and removwve bark
and growth from the base of trees.

Consider landscaping the yard,
using paths and driveways to provide
a firebreak. Install sprinkler systems

on lawns and in garden beds and
avoid using timber sleepers for
garden beds near the house.

Seal all gaps in walls including
the underfloor area, under eaves,
and around windows and doors.
Replace broken tiles and seal the
roof around chimneys and vents.

If you have a dam or water tank,
install a firefighting pump fitted
with a long hose that can reach all
the way around the house.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ JaMW 2015
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Bushfires move quickly on hot and windy days, and
well-prepared homes have the best chance of survival.
Install fireproofing and firefighting equipment, keep your
valuables safe and protect yourself and your family.

Protector Disposable
Carbon Respirator, $10 for
two. scottdiysafety.com.au

Sentry 10.3L Fire And
Water Proof Safe, $99.
sentrysafe.com.au

Ironclad Ranchworx Graf Plastics 1500L
Gloves, large, 445, Underground Tank, $1755.
ironcladgloves.com.au grafplasticsaustralia.com.au

J @ v

Selecta 6.5hp Fire Cyclone 1220mm Aluminium
Fighting Pump And Hose Insect Screen, $27 for
Kit, $899. silvan.com.au a 2.05m roll. eyclone.cam.au

| - }

B

‘e

St John Ambulance Cyclone Fire
150-piece First Aid Kit, Fighting Rakho, $72.
%50. stjohn.org.au cyclone.com.au

THINESTOCK

ICTUR

Your bushfire survival plan

If you live in a high-risk area, consider your options and discuss them as a family

before any threat of fire occurs. Review your plan regularly to keep it up to date.

EVACUATE EARLY

When the fire danger rating

is catastrophic:

« |f your property and home have
not been prepared.

v If there are children, elderly or
disabled people involved.

+ If you have a house that is
vulnerable to fire, such as
a timber-clad home.

+ If you are not confident using
fire-safety equipment.

+ If you don’t have adequate
protective clothing.

We will leave early under these
circumstances [fire nearby, smoke,
loss of water and power, and the
ability to leave home safely):

STAY AND DEFEND

When the property is prepared

and well maintained:

7 If you're emotionally and physically
prepared to fight a fire.

¢ Ifyou know what to do before,
during and after afire.

# If you know how to use the
fire-safety equipment.

« If you have head-to-toe safety
clothing to wear.

« If you have a backup plan in case
something goes wrong.

These people will stay and defend
lif kids or others will be relocated, list
who is going and where they'll go):

N/

As fire or embers approach, we will:

The safe place we will go to is:

The route we will take to get there is:

When the fire arrives, our plan is to
[stay inside, check the roof space,
put on the sprinklers):

Our alternative route is:

The important papers, medicine, and
kids" and pets’ needs we’'ll take are:

After the fire has passed, we will
linclude places to check for embers
over several hours, animals” welfare]:

We will tell these neighbours, family
members and friends where we are
going and how we will get there:

BEFORE LEAVING

" Close doors and windows, bring mats
and outdoor timber furniture inside.

+" Block downpipes with a sand-filled
stocking and fill gutters with water.

" Take phones, chargers, important
papers, medicine, wallets and keys.

+ Turn off the gas and electricity.

v Move pets and livestock to safety.

v Leave the front gate open for

emergency services,

BEFORE FIRE APPROACHES

/ Listen for alerts on ABC local radio.

/" Dress in protective clothing.

" Drink lots of water.

" Shut all doors and windows.

+" Place wet blankets or towels under
doors to keep embers out.

« Turn off the mains gas supply.

" Block downpipes with a sand-filled
stocking and fill gutters with water.

+ Move cars away from the house.

¢ Turn on the sprinkler system.

LEAF-CLOGGED
GUTTERS ARE A
HAZARD! AGT NOW

THE BEST BLUESGOPE STEEL
COLORBOND GUTTER GUARD
NOW AVAILABLE AT BUNNINGS

‘ Dramatically reduces gutter cleaning

‘ Fire protection in bush fire season
‘ Stops vermin, pests and leaves

‘ DIY or installed - you choose

‘ All Australian made

S====

1300 486 532

FULL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

_ www.gumleafgutterguard.com.
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WIN

RAINWATER
TANK PRIZE
PACKS

PRIZE INCLUDES:

1 x DOWNPIPE FIRST FLUSH
WATER DIVERTER KIT

1 x WIRELESS 1x TANK GUARDIAN
TANK GAUGE EASY-CLEAN HOSE METER

Handyman is giving away $3000 worth
of Rain Harvesting products

A rainwater tank is a great
way to save water, but it's
important to maintain the
complete system and keep it
working effectively to reduce
the risk of contamination.
Preventing problems
before they arise will save
you time, money and water.
It's essential to install
appropriate screens and rain
heads to prevent debris and insects
entering the pipes to your tank.
If you find mosquitoes or other
pests in your tank, locate the
entry point and close it.

2 x LEAF EATER
ORIGINAL RAIN HEAD

2 ¥ EVERY LITTLE DROP

HOUSEKEEPING FOR THE RAINWATER SYSTEM

Adding a first flush device is vital to
stop sediment polluting the tank water.

Reduce maintenance time by
installing an Upgrade Screen to
your rain head, and a Tank Guardian
Easy-Clean to your tank screen to
protect it from build-up of debris.
HAVE A QUESTION or just need further
information? The Rainwater Knowledge
Centre provides free information on
rainwater collection for homeowners
and professionals. Ask experts and
join the free online rainwater tank
maintenance program to get regular
reminders, updates, hints and tips.
Visit rainharvesting.com.au

HOW TO ENTER

TEN LUCKY HANDYMAN READERS
will win a great prize pack from Rain
Harvesting, worth $300.

For your chance to be a winner,
tell us your best tip for saving water
in 50 words or less.

Enter at handyman.net.au/mag
before 15 January 2015, or send
your contact details and answer to
Handyman Rain Harvesting Competition,
GPO Box 4354, Sydney, NSW 2001.

The winners will be published in
the April 2015 issue of Handyman.

*+ Handyman.net.au

Go online before 15 January 2015 to enter,
plus check the full terms and conditions.

Rain @ Harvesting

Available at
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THE TOOLBOX
THAT REALLY
STACKS UP.
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' Get into summer Uving and entertaining with these
‘casy BDIVideas tobring colourtoyolr oUldoorSpaces

~ WORDS ARTEMIS GOUROS PROJECTS GEMABENEITEZ PICTURES SUE FERRIS

FSATECHOOT Y

Available at
'BU s, j'~- GS With Tool Blox, the clever new storage system from Ryobi, you can assemble new units as the need arises.
W Bl L0 The units lock together to create a modular system and you can even add wheels to make Tool Blox mobile.
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F'loral foldout

A small folding table can be painted
to make it suitable for use outdoors.
Give it a garden theme with a floral
top, using a stencil and spray paint

in bright blue and white.

Use it as a side table for books and
other iterns when relaxing on a deck
or patio, or to hold flowers, drinks and
candles when entertaining.

When it's not in use, simply fold
it up and tuck it away, making sure it
has a spot undercover.

To make the stencils, draw flowers
onto paper with a marker pen and cut
out. Trace the template onto the back of
Contact paper and cut out the stencils.

7
5
l &3

FLOWER
STENCIL

il

TABLETOR

ABRASIVE
PAPER

Prepare the timber

Sand back the timber table using
180 grit abrasive paper or a sanding
sponge. Wipe off the table with
a dry, soft cloth, then apply a coat of
exterior acrylic spray paint. Working
in a well-ventilated area, hold the
can about 300mm from the surface,
spraying in a side-to-side motion.
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Give a timber folding table a floral
top and use it in the backyard.

gy~
T ELETOrR)

STENCIL

Apply the stencils

To protect the table legs from
overspray, use painter’s tape to attach
sheets of A3 paper to mask off the
tabletop. Position the flower stencils
on the painted tabletop and when you
are happy with the arrangement, peel
off the paper backing from each one
and secure them to the surface.

Finish the table

Apply two coats of white spray
paint to the tabletop, allowing it to
dry between coats. Remove the tape
and paper from the legs, then leave
the paint to dry. Carefully peel off the
flower stencils from the tabletop
while the paint is still slightly tacky
to reveal the blue flowers underneath.
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Upcycle a couple of old tyres
into a glass-topped coffee table.

' Tyre table

Give old car tyres a new lease of life

as a coffee table. Choose tyres about

650mm in diameter and paint them

white to contrast against

grass or timber decking.
Working in

a well-ventilated

sesssenensnenen”

area on a dropsheet,
hold the can 300mm £
from the tyres, ol H" 1\ \l. \ \‘. :
spraying lightly Vi — ﬂ

_ PAINT

from side to side.
Stack the tyres

once the paint has dried by

and add a glass top that's , p—

850mm in diameter. Recycle

glass from an old table or buy

a piece from a salvage yard. >
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World's most trusted

pool safety gate latch

._;‘wf frx 1
i "I,I" iy A

* Proven safety & reliability
over 25 years

* Millions sold worldwide

* Australian made & owned

* Meets Australian Standards
* Fits new & existing gates

[

BUILDERS' HARDWARE AISLE
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White plastic chairs are a backyard
staple, as they're budget-friendly and
stackable. To transform plain chairs
into party-ready seating, all you need
is a couple of cans of spray paint.

To get the designer paint-dipped
look DIY, use painter’s tape to mask
off the chair legs. Spray the seat and
back in one colour and the legs in
another to get the two-toned effect.

Choose a product that bonds
to plastics like Rustoleum 2X Ultra
Cover Paint + Primer, about $11 for
a 240g can (rustoleum.com.au).

Or apply a primer first, then two
coats of exterior paint.

,

PLASTIC

| CHAIR
1.1. .

FAINTER'S
TAPE

2

Prepare the chairs

Wash the plastic chairs well
with warm, soapy water to remove
all traces of dirt, dust and grease,
then leave them to dry thoroughly.
Measure about two-thirds of the
way up each leg and mark a line
using a permanent marker, then use
painter’s tape to mask off the legs.
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Paint the seat

Working in a well-ventilated area
on a drop sheet or in a homemade
cardboard spray booth to protect
surrounding areas from overspray,
paint the seat and back. Apply two
coats, holding the can about 300mm
from the surface and spraying lightly
in a side-to-side motion.

PAINTER'S
TAPE

Finish the legs

Leave the paint to dry, then mask
off the painted section of the chair
with painter’s tape and paper. Follow
the contours of the chair to attach the
tape tightly with a small overlap. Spray
the legs with two coats of paint and
leave to dry, removing the paper and
tape while the paint is still tacky.
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Painted pavers

Give plain concrete pavers a colour
boost with paving paint. First, clean
up dirty or discoloured
pavers, using a pressure
washer to blast away
grime. Scrub off any
moss or algae and
leave them to dry.

Apply two coats
of paving paint
with a wide brush,
choosing the pavers
beforehand to create
a seemingly random effect.

For easy clean-up, use
awater-based product like
White Knight Ultra Pave, $37 for
1L [whiteknightpaints.com.au). >

CONCRETE
PAVER

CEMENTED
ITS PLACE
IN HISTORY.

INTRODUCING THE FUTURE
OF SHED FLOORING...

v/

THE FIRST PREFABRICATED
FIBRE CEMENT SLAB.

152cmlL x 78cmW x 1.9cmH
ltern Number: 3316457
5 year written warranty

'/ VSHEDS  ZUNNINGS
A SHEDS NING:

So Tough. Too Easy

www.ahscosheds.com.au
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SikaBond® SPRAY FIX

LEARN HOW TO USE SPRAY FIX FOR ALL YOUR
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS!

Visit http://sikaflexit.wordpress.com/ or scan the QR
code to learn how to make the decorations featured.

i
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Available at
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Get creative with fabric paint ahd
design original cushion covers.

CALICO
CUSHION COVER

PLASTIC
INSERT

Sew the cushion

Cut two squares of calico at least
400 x 400mm. With right sides facing,
sew around three sides by hand or use
a sewing machine, leaving a 10mm
seam allowance. Insert a zipper in the
open side. To prevent the paint from
bleeding through the layers of fabric,
add a protective plastic insert.

=

M Pai

PAINTERUSH

Paint the fabric

Decorate the front of the cushion
cover using fabric paint. Use a craft
sponge applicator and a paintbrush
to dab and splatter paint onto the
cushion. Don't try to build up a 3D
effect, let the paint penetrate the
fabric and flow out flat to prevent it
from cracking and peeling later.

nted cushion

Adding a big, comfy cushion is a fast
way soften up a timber garden bench.

To make a simple cushion, all you
need is a length of calico, a fibrefill
insert and basic sewing skills.

Sew the cushion cover, including
a zipper, then paint an original design
on the front using fabric paint.

Available from craft stores and
online suppliers, fabric paint comes
in lots of bright colours. It's easy to
use and cleans up with water.

To make painted designs colourfast,
they have to be heat-fixed. The easiest
way is with an iron, but it’s essential
to get the temperature right. 2>

COTTON

Heat-fix the design
Let the fabric paint dry for 48
hours, then position a cotton cloth

over the cushion cover to apply heat
for up to five minutes using the iron.
TIP To test the time and temperature
needed for heat-fixing, paint a scrap
piece of fabric, iron it, then wash it in
the machine on a heavy-duty cycle.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015
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Pot tables

Garden furniture has to be tough
and durable, as it is exposed to the
elements all year round, but that
doesn't mean it can't be fun.

Plastic flowerpots or fibreglass
planters can be painted and used to
create colourful outdoor side tables.

To create a shapely side table, join
two pots of the same size at the base
using a cuphead bolt, then add a pizza
tray, also called a crisper, as a top.

Choose shallow pots for a low
table you can use while seated, and
higher pots for a taller table.

The tables are lightweight so they
can be moved to where you need them
or tucked away when not in use. >

Apply the paint
Wash the pots with warm, soapy

water to remowve all dirt, dust and
grease, then leave them to dry. Paint
the pots, working in a well-ventilated
area on a drop sheet. Apply two coats,
holding the can about 300mm from
the surface and spraying lightly in

a side-to-side motion.
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‘" Make bright and cheerful side
tables out of simple flowerpots,

Drill the holes

Leave the pots to dry, then
invert them on a flat working surface
to drill a hole in the base of each
pot using an 8mm twist bit. Drill
holes through offcuts of 45 x 45mm
timber, matching the holes so they
line up when the pots are stacked
on top of each other.

CUPHEAD
BOLT = TIMBER

Tl A BLOCK
e

3]nin the pots

Invert one pot and position
the other the right way up on the
base. Position the timber block in
the pot base and line up the drilled
holes, threading the cuphead bolt
through. Turn over and secure
the other block using the supplied
washer and nut. Add the top.

THE START
TO A PERFECT |
FINISH! ‘

' Puliﬁllu:

olyfille X5 polyfille

MULTIPURPOSE FILLER POWDER FILLER [

INTERIOR 4, e
: _ » = EXTERIOR

CHOOSE THE RIGHT FILLER FOR THE
RIGHT TASK WITH POLYFILLA"

THE START TO & PERFECT FINISH!

Available at

PUN
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Woven seat

Revamp a beach or camping chair
that's gone past its use-by date into
a comfortable and colourful seat for
relaxing in the back garden.

A chair with an aluminium frame
and plastic armrests is easy to make
over. Remove the existing canvas or
webbing from the frame and give it
a bright new look using spray paint.

To create a new seat and back
for the chair, weave one DIY using
inexpensive flexible cord or poly rope
from the hardware store.

Choose ropes that are similar or
identical in thickness and buy at least
a 20m roll of each one, using four or
five different colours or patterns. »

Paint the chair
Wash the chair frame with warm,

soapy water to remove all dirt, dust
and grime, then leave to dry. Apply
two coats of spray paint, working in
a well-ventilated area. Choose the
first rope colour and tie a double
knot around the edge of the front
bar of the seat frame.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Weave a comfaftable garden chair
using simple rolls of rope.

FRGQ
BA

ROFE

DOUBLE
¥ HMOT

Weave the rope

Take the rope under the central
bar of the chair, up and over the frame
top, back under the central bar, then
around the front bar next to the first
knot, pulling it tightly. Continue
weaving until the rope is about to end,
then tie a double knot on the frame,
leaving enough rope to tuck in.

Finish the seat

To weave crosswise, tie a rope to
a side bar of the chair back, leaving a
200mm tail. Take the rope under and
over the woven strands, around the
side bar and then back. For a triangular
effect, count the strands and weave
more every fourth time. Trim the loose
tails, leaving encugh to tuck in,

Everything else is just plasterboard

Want to fix damaged
walls like a pro?

Introducing Gyprock Rapid Repair Kit

The complete solution for all kinds of plasterboard repairs.

From minor cracks and nicks to larger dents and
holes, the Gyprock Rapid Repair Kit gives you
everything you'll need to make the job easy:

+ 1kg bag of Gyprock Rapid Patch - fast setting
and easy to sand

s 2 x Gyprock 150mm x 150mm
plasterboard panels for larger holes

* (Gyprock Easy Tape - 20 metres
* 100mm broadknife

* Sanding block
* Mixing bucket

* Plus easy to follow, expert instructions,

Rapid Repair Kit |com=s:

Eu '1‘_|'|| -._a:. _.' ML I| neg J e -.l_-.._ 1y '

._.-r..:..ll.l.l minor darmac

Australian made and owned

Available at

DUNNI |
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Gutter garden

Hanging baskets green up a pergola or
patio fast, but for a lush effect in front
of a wall or fence, planters work better.

Lengths of PVC guttering make
great lightweight hanging planters
and can be cut down to any size to
suit the available space.

Choose shallow-rooted species that
don’t need deep pots, or those that can
be planted close together, like ferns.

Trailing plants are ideal, as they
cascade over the side, obscuring the
white plastic. Strawberries are always
a popular option for gutter planters.

Use chain to hang the gutter
planters in pairs near a wall or fence.

. GUTTER PLANTER
0 SOPPLIES ©

GUTTER

HACKSAW

Cut the guttering
Measure and cut 3.6m lengths of

white plastic quad guttering into
1200mm lengths using a hacksaw.
Roughen the edges with 180 grit paper
to provide a key for the adhesive.

TIP To colour the planters, a product
like Rust-Oleum 2X Ultra Cover Spray
Paint is suitable for plastic.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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DRILL

Drill the holes

Mark and drill evenly spaced
drainage holes on the base of the
lengths of guttering with a 10mm
spade bit, starting 50mm from the
ends. Drill hanging holes at least
15mm from the top edge of the
guttering at the back. Attach the
end caps using PVC pipe cement.

DRAIMAGE
HOLE

END CAP

Hang the planters

Loop two 4m long chains over
a beam or rafter on the pergola
or patio, then secure to the hanging
holes in the gutter planters using
S-hooks. Fill the gutter planters with
potting mix, make planting holes and
add the plants, firming the mix down
by hand and watering in well.

Add coloured stripes to a sisal rug and
lay.it.on the deck for outdoorliving.

Mark the design

Lay out the rug on a canvas drop

sheet on a flat surface. Design a pattern
of horizontal and diagonal stripes
within a border and draw it on paper,
transferring it to the rug using masking
tape. Use a tape measure to space the
strips of tape an equal distance apart
for a perfectly symmetrical pattern.

Apply the tape

This design used 30mm wide
stripes with 50mm in between.
To mask off the rug, two pieces of
25mm wide tape were used for each
stripe, but 50mm tape could be
used instead. When all the stripes
have been taped, mask off the darker
border of the sisal rug.

Jy00d.Lno

Decking rug

A plain sisal rug can be painted to
make a colourful striped ground
covering. One of the toughest natural
fibres, sisal is ideal for outdoor living.
Use it on hard surfaces like a deck
Or concrete patio as a picnic rug or to
create a space for relaxing.
Go online to find a good deal
on sisal, ranging from $200 for rugs
sized about 160 x 230cm.
To give the rug a striped pattern,
all you need is a tape measure and
a couple of rolls of painter’s tape.
Choose bright colours in an
exterior quick-drying spray paint, like
Dy-Mark Water-Based Enamel, $8 for
a 300g can (dymark.com.au). >

Paint the rug

Spray the rug, using one colour
for the diagonal stripes and another for
the horizontal stripes. Hold the can
300mm from the rug's surface and
spray lightly, working from side to side.
TIP Work in a well-ventilated area and
wear a safety mask and goggles, using
drop sheets to protect from overspray.
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Flowerpot shelf

A great way to bring living colour
to a small outdoor area without taking
up floorspace is to add a floating shelf
with cutouts for pots.

Made from primed LOSP pine,
this shelf is built using 220 x 220mm
timber verandah brackets, about $12
each, from hardware stores.

It's designed to hold three 200mm
terracotta pots in circle cutouts. We
used Décor self-watering pots, about
%9 each (decor.com.au).

For the shelf, cut two 1130mm
boards from 138 x 18mm pine. Cut
two 200mm side rails and one 1130mm
back rail from 66 x 18mm pine. >

Assemble the frame
Mark 40mm decorative cutouts at

the base corners of the back rail and
cut with a jigsaw. Position the side
rails on the back rail 40mm from the
ends and position the bracket. Drill
and countersink pilot holes, securing
with exterior grade adhesive and
40mm x 8g galvanised timber screws.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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For.colourful flowers that won't
wilt in the heat, plant geranidms:

Mark the cutouts

Position the two 1130mm long
shelf boards together and mark the
outline of the frame on the top, then
centre the pots evenly to mark around
the rims. Remove the pots to mark
a cut line 10mm around the inside.
TIP These pots sit 90mm apart and are
located 175mm from the shelf ends.

Cut the holes

Use a jigsaw with a scroll blade to
cut the pot holes. Position the shelf
boards on the frame, drill countersunk
pilot holes and secure with three
screws each end. S5and with 180 grit
abrasive paper, then apply two coats
of exterior acrylic. Hang the shelf with
65mm x 10g screws through the rails.

CT DARRYL CHAPMAN

*RILI:
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Eikkens -

PREMIUMPROTECTION FOR YOUR

TANNIN & OIL
— Extracts tannins Baini BL*
from new hardwoods. Seck & Wood

Cleaner

WOOD CLEANER
- rejuvenates, cleans
and brightens grey
weathered timber.

For more information call 1 300 745 536 or www.sikkens.net.au

n facebook.com/sikkensaustralia

Ytlll youtube.com/user/sikkensaus

s SEEN

p— EXTERIOR TIMBER THIS SUMMER

BLX PRO

— Quick drying water,
based finish for all
interior & exterior
timber surfaces.
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Cushion basket [§ x-

Turn a wicker clothes hamper, about
$20 from bargain shops, into a storage
basket for outdoor cushions.

Paint the basket, then make a bag
liner from laminated cotton. Add
castors to the base and an MDF top
50 it can double as a drinks trolley.

Cut two tabric rectangles, then sew
around three sides with the right sides
facing. Start 10mm from the edge of
one short side and leave a 10mm hem,
then fold over the top and sew around
the bag, leaving the ends open.

Attach a cord to a large safety pin
and feed it through, then knot the
ends and turn the bag inside out.

Paint the basket

Wash the basket with warm,
soapy water so it is free of dust, dirt or
grease and let it dry. Paint the basket

by spraying it with exterior primer
inside and out, then apply two coats
of white exterior acrylic, holding the
can 300mm away from the surface
and spraying from side to side.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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This portable storage solution
hasaliner tokeep cUshionsdry.
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Make the top

Use a jigsaw to cut two discs the
size of the basket top from 16mm MDF,
then laminate them together using
exterior PVA adhesive. Cut a disc from
12Zmm plywood to fit inside the base,
mark the castor screw locations and
position the disc on the basket base to
drill clearance holes through both.

' Hh” "
LA

e

Finish the basket

Prime and paint the MDF top, then
mask off the basket with painter’s tape
to apply blue exterior acrylic with
a paintbrush. Position the disc in the
basket base, using 30 x 3mm machine
screws, washers and nuts to secure the
castors through the ply. Position the
painted MDF top on the basket,

'Fu'r..g p'la.yfuL_'p'up_ of neon cnl.nur‘_apd

- retrostyle,paint outdoor.stools. S
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' Citrus stools

Give metal outdoor stools a fresh,
fruity new look. Clean them with

soapy water, then apply two coats

of metal primer. Draw citrus slices
with different-sized segments on
paper and cut out. Secure to the
seats with tape, masking off the
pips. Paint the top and rim with two
coats of exterior paint, add a green

-.'i ( EA R AR R RN R LR RN REENNDN)

CITRUS
border, then decorate the legs, > TEMPLATE

Little Gardeners is an exciting range

of seed packets and all-in-one kits
that are guaranteed to keep kids
busy, having fun and learning
about Mother Nature.
Great for Christmas gifting!

For more information visit

www.mrfothergills.com.au

Available at

ZUNN INGS

bunnings.com.au
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Rhubarb pa,vers

Create leaf-shaped garden pavers
in just a day and use them to lay
a stepping stone path in the lawn.

To make the pavers, take a simple
concrete cast from rhubarb leaves.
Rhubarb leaves are a good choice
for pavers because of their size.

As the pavers aren't structural,
use quick-set concrete, mixing it
to a creamy consistency so it takes
a detailed imprint from the thick
and fibrous leaves.

Use tinsnips to cut chicken wire
mesh 30mm smaller all around
than the leaves, embedding it in the
concrete to reinforce the pavers., »

Spread the concrete

Position a rhubarb leaf vein-side up
on a flat surface covered in newspaper.
To make the paver cast, mix quick-set
concrete to a creamy Ciilﬂsi:‘itt‘ﬂ(:}-', then
spread it over the leaf to at least 20mm
thick using a trowel. Add chicken wire
mesh cut to size and apply another
20mm layer of concrete,

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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leafy DIY co ncrete stepplnglistnnes

Finish the cast

Leave the concrete to set, then
once it is dry, peel away the rhubarb
slowly and carefully, working from
the edges in and then from the stem
towards the top end.
TIP Use an old kitchen knife to scrape
out any pieces of leaf that remain in
the surface of the concrete,

Lay the pavers

Mark the locations of the pavers
on the ground to create a pathway.
Lay the pavers as stepping stones
directly onto packed-down soil. In
a grassy area, use a spade or mattock to
cut out the paver outlines and remove
the turf, spreading a 20mm layer of
mortar to bed each paver in position.

JLORIANA’

FI.O R IANA Ehl"l bite"' RAN G E makes chili selection easier

than ever thanks to its super handy, heat-rating system. Use these
finest quality, colourful chillies to spice up your garden and favourite
dishes for months at a time.

Get yours in full and abundant fruit from Bunnings stores.

||]
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chilli bite

CHILLIES

chilli bite™ Chilli Rumba

RUMES

Avuilable of

www.floriana.com.au ZUNNINGS

Availability and fruiting times subject to local conditions m
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Grass stools

Artificial turf has come a long way
since its debut in the 1970s. Not only
did it look unrealistic, but it also

had a habit of causing friction burns
if anyone came into contact with it,

Now fake turf looks more like real
grass but without the maintenance.
Pet and child-friendly, it's made from
hard-wearing synthetic materials,
making it ideal for outdoor use.

Use it to cover timber stools that
can double as ottomans like these
grass cubes. The turf is designed for
all weather, so use galvanised or
stainless steel hardware to keep the
seats outside permanently.

Square-cut the treated pine frame
pieces using a mitresaw, joining them
with 75mm x 8g treated pine screws
in 3mm pilot holes. For extra support,
add angle brackets in the corners.

Cut out the top from marine
plywood using a jigsaw and sand the
edges with 150 grit abrasive paper.

To cover the cubes with turf, use
a solvent-based adhesive like Selleys
Kwik Grip and stainless steel staples.
Add castors for mobility, with at least
two lockable ones on each stool. >

EﬂEHI.'_IF:‘F &IDE

Make the frame
Drill 10mm holes 20mm deep on
the ends of the long sides to recess the
screw heads, then secure to the short
sides. Attach the uprights, offsetting
the screws. Use a router with a 16mm

straight cutting bit to rout a 20mm
wide rebate to 9mm deep, making
several passes to complete the rebate.
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Maketimber cubesand coverdhem
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DRAINAGE _
HOLE

TIMBER
FICLER

Secure the top

Apply exterior adhesive around the
rebate, then position the top, adding
holding screws on each side until the
adhesive dries. Round the outer edges
with a block plane, then use a 12Zmm
bit to drill nine drainage holes in the
top. Fill any gaps between the top and
the frame with timber filler.

..

FCASTOR =8

¥

Cover with turf

Position the cube upside down on
the turf, cutting a cross shape using
a utility knife. Apply contact adhesive
to the frame top and back of the

centre turf square, then press together.

Wrap the turf under the base using
staples to secure it to the frame sides
and uprights. Add castors to the base.

*ROVECT FLAVIA TEIXEIRA

Treated pine
Long sides
Short sides
Uprights
Plywood

Top

Artificial turf

500 x 70 x 45
360 x 70x 45
210x 70 x 45

95y 385 Y
1650 x 15650

& Grass stools

measurements in mm

® CUTTING LIST
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Just mix with water
Mo waste, easy to use

MNon-shrinking & water-rasistant
100% Australian made

| WAXSTIX® TOUCH-UP CRAYONS
Comes in 13 different colours

Wm www.timbermate.com.au Phone: (03) 9873 4811

POWDER PUTTY®
Multi-purpose interior/exterior powder filler

Wood
Concrete

Steel

Masonry

TIMBERMATE carry a wide range of coloured wax
sticks to repair scratches on timber surfaces,

Mo beeswax to leave white marks.

' Keep your timber looking new.

TIMBERMATE® WOODFILLER

The secret ingredient? Water!
Wood putty = Grainfiller » Edgefiller » Crackfiller

Will not shrink, sink, crack or fall out

Mo waste and non-flammable

13 colours or make your own

Takes all stains and coatings

Interior grade
100% Australian made

Cement sheet

Plasterboard

WOOD HARDENER @
Restores rotted wood
Earl's® Wood Hardener penetrates into soft rotted

wood fibres, restoring them to near ariginal strength,
Then just fill with Earl's® Powder Putty when dry.

TOMMY TAPE®
Self fusing silicone tape

* For home, marine, electncal and auto

* Can be applied under water, on extreme
temperature items, around odd shapes

* Repair, insulate and protect

1000s OF USES!
* Adhesive free = Self fusing » Watertight = Airtight

EARL’'S MULTFIL®
Ready to use directly from the container

- -

+ Ready to use . .
* Spreads easily
» Interiorexterior use

» Long shelf life @
= Comes in white and a range

of popular decking colours

Available at

AUNNINGS

warehouse
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Wall-mounted planter

Free up floorspace with a vertical
garden. Wall-mounted planters are
good for small areas and are also
easier on the back than garden beds.
Make one from a plastic storage
container, adding dividers and fabric
to keep the soil and plants in place.
Avoid large plants that put weight
on the roots and use a potting mix
that contains water-storage crystals.
Plants that thrive in shallow soil
are best. Try small-leafed ferns or
bromeliads on a shaded wall, and in
full sun use succuluents.
TIP Spray the plastic with a primer
then apply a matt black paint.

PLASTICSTORAGE
CONTAINER

O UTILITY
KMIFE ™

Make cutouts in the lid

Use a marker pen to mark around
the compartments on the container
lid about 50mm from the edges,
scoring the plastic repeatedly with
a utility knife to cut through.
TIP Keep the plastic offcuts and attach
them to the box back as reinforcement
when securing it to the wall.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Mounta space-saving yertical .
garden to a courtyard wall.

)‘!—GABLETIE
W’ -
-.-.-i- —

Secure the dividers
Position the dividers in the box

and use cable ties to secure. Drill 4mm
holes through the box and corners

of the offcuts from the lid, then use

15 x 3mm stainless bolts, nuts and
washers to secure. Drill 4mm drainage
holes through the box base. Cover the
drainage holes with geotextile fabric.

" % GEOTEXTILE
~ FABRIC

Position the plants

Fill the box with potting mix and
cover it with geotextile fabric. Starting
at the base, cut horizontal slits in the

fabric. Tease out the roots of each plant,

then insert them into the slits and
firm the soil around the roots, adding
more if needed. Attach the planter to
a masonry wall using wall anchors.

WA M) TIM BAUER

I TURE

Glow-in-the-dark path

Add a fun touch to garden pathways
while making them visible at night
with glow-in-the-dark paint.

To make a path glow, apply a base
coat of the clear sealer, then sprinkle
the supplied flakes over the surface,
finishing with another clear top coat.

Barely visible during the day,
the sun charges the flakes so they
can glow brightly at night.

Make sure the location where you
apply the paint gets at least six hours
of direct sunlight during the day for
optimum brightness at night.

TIP Use it on plant pots or to display
the house number on the footpath. >

BERGER

JET WY

Berger Jet Dry Night Bright, $560.
bergerjetdry.com.au

Apply the base coat

Check if the area to be covered is
suitable by dropping a little water on
the surface. If the water beads, etch
the concrete first with an etching
solution. If the water absorbs, it is
ready. Thoroughly brush the surface
to get rid of all dirt and grime, then
apply the clear base coat.

Sprinkle the flakes

Pour the sachet of flakes into
the paint tin lid. While the clear base
coat is still wet, take a small handful
of flakes and scatter them owver the
surface in the desired pattern and
density. If applying to a pathway,
use a paintbrush to dab the flakes to
ensure they lie flat.

Use glow-ih-the-darkypaift araund
the pool or to light.up'a path at nights

FLAKES
. CLEAR
TOP COAT

Seal the surface

Allow the clear base coat and
flakes to dry for at least two hours.
Once the surface is completely dry,
apply a thick top coat of the clear
sealer to create a seal over the flakes.
It will appear cloudy, but dries clear.
For a pathway, don’t walk over the
area for at least 24 hours.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015
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CUSHION
INSERT
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L

: Easy waterproofing
Cushions are a must-have for
outdoor living, but remembering
to bring them indoors whenever
it rains can be a chore.

To make cushions waterproof,

=
FEEERAEREEREREE

remove the insert and slip it into
« aresealable plastic bag, then
replace it in the cover.

' It may still get wet on the

+ outside, but will dry much faster
* asthe filler will be protected. >

| GEOFF BECK

EEEEEEE RS

Protectieushions from the elements
with easy-to-make plastic covers.

- L
fspassssssssssensEssssseseennsnnant

Jy00d.Lno

BUILD A GREAT
CHILDREN'S BBQ

SMILES AND MEMORIES WITH PORTA

Decorate the trampoline springs Tools you'll need: Timber you'll need:
N with soft foam in rainbow tones.
= *  Cordless dril Porta ACQ Treated Plne
L L LT P T PP P P PP PP PP PP *  Mire saw Profile Length | oty
. . " * igsaw
Trampoline spring protectors e DAR 18ctgmm | 24m | 3
When kids are jumping and playing :  Clamps ﬁ:::: 1:: 1
on the trampoline, it's easy for them el : s Messure
to be pinched by the metal springs : / : * Straight edge DAR 418mm 1§ 1.2m !
that surround the mat. —— ol : *  Paint brush il S0 3
To protect the kids and %’* "~ - _._.__::: » Safety gear et | il :
decorate the trampoline, cover w’ = E
the springs with foam. Simply _ i ' z
; trim pool noodles to size, then /‘ﬁr : = With Porta Mouldings' timber products, our
k. PUGE?\JAD';DLE y cut along the length with a utility Hunter Sports Pool Noodles, . = new range of children’s Porta Projects and a
: : o knife, and wrap around the springs. %5 each, from Bunnings. . ; spare afternoon you can build fun, long-lasting

toys like this great toy BBQ.

I L L L R e e e T T

Visit porta.com.au to download Forta Projects
and view our product range. porta
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Potted gumbo

Turn an old pair of gumboots into
fun containers for growing herbs
or plants on the kitchen doorstep,
a small balcony or in the garden.
Give them two coats of red spray
paint, or any other bright colour,
choosing a pair with a matt rather
than shiny finish for the best results.
For a Christmas feel, plant up
the boots with strawberries and
write notes to Santa using clip-on
labels. The kids will love them.
TIP You can also paint the
boots using a paintbrush and
an oil-based gloss enamel
instead of spray paint.

Rust-0leum 2X Ultra Cover in Gloss Apple
Red, $11 for 340g. rustaleum.com.au.

ORAINAGE
—
HOLES =

A
s —

e &
Make drainage holes
Drill four holes in the base of
each gumboot to create drainage for
the plants, positioning the holes on
either side in the centre of the sole
and drilling from the outside. The
size of the holes will depend on
the size of the boots, For this large
pair a 4.5mm drill bit was used.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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Spray the boots

Clean the boots, then apply two
coats of Rust-Oleum Zinsser Bulls
Eve 1-2-3 Primer For All Surfaces. Put
a drop sheet on the ground outside or
in a well-ventilated area. Hold the can
300mm from the surface and spray
each boot all over, then leave to dry.
Apply a second coat, if necessary.

Put your old gmhbnﬁstng duse 4
in thig‘rden as festive rvl plant rsl:- iy

Pot up the plants

Add scoops of blue metal gravel
to each gumboot to fill just the foot
section, taking care not to damage
the paint. Fill half of the leg of each
boot with a quality potting mix,
then add the herbs or plants of your
choice, filling in with mix around
the roots. Water in well.

FRILIE

CTAND PICTURES TRACY MARYDHN, AMANDA SHAW

LU

CTAND PICTURES TRACY MARYDHN, AMANDA SHAW

,'1 ,*'.L . x n .

/i - ="
ATurndn oldpicture framefinto a hekrl,ﬁﬂ i

'-t:l.‘-"r

Paint the frame

Apply primer, then a base coat and
top coat of exterior acrylic in two
colours, then sand back the paint to
reveal the base coat and timber, Cut
the trim to fit in the rebate at the back
of the frame, ensuring it is a tight fit.
Apply exterior PVA adhesive to both
ends, then insert the trim face down.

i hanfer E'&hhrightenagarcfén'féﬁ:e. » oy
=l A& Qs v A

i
[ 8
\

Ve

Make the holes

Decide which part of the tin

will face out, then drill a hole for an
S-hook 20mm down from the rim on
the opposite side. Drill three drainage
holes in the base of the tin near the
front so water won't drip on the frame.
TIP A pointed tool like a screwdriver or
awl can also be used to make the holes.

Create a simple decorative outdoor
feature with an old tin, a leafy herb
and a distressed picture frame.

Take an old timber frame and
add decorative trim as a hanger for
a potted plant. Use any tin you have
or look for a vintage one in op shops.

Choose a tin that's big enough to
fit your chosen herb or plant, making
sure it has enough room to grow.

To distress the picture frame,
apply a base colour, then a top coat
in a different shade, sanding it back to
reveal a little of the first coat of paint
and a bit of the bare timber.

For this project, a raspberry base
and bright-red top coat was used.
Hang the potted tin using an
S-hook, then mount the frame.
TIP The finished frame and plant is
best hung in a protected space, such
as a covered verandah or balcony. »

White Dak Vine Wall Trim, 2.4m,
about $19. porta.com.au

Hang the tin

Plant up the tin with a herb such
as sage. Take a stainless steel 5-hook
and insert one end into the hanging
hole in the top of the tin, then hook
the other end over the trim in the
frame. Hang the frame on a nail.
TIP To protect it from the weather, give
the trim two coats of polyurethane.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015

155

Jy00d.Lno




Handyman BUYER’S GUIDE

For classifieds bookings contact Cristian

Arratia on (02) 9018 6253 or email cristian.arratia@rd.com

Mazda B]’-Sp,.
A fe re-ls mOTe_

BEST UTE 2(

The Mazda BT-50 is tough, comfortable
and equipped with more safety features
than ever before.

d b,
M Visit your nearest Mazda
mazopa | Dealer or BT-50.com.au

British Paints®
4 Seasons®

* Formulated to help
protect your home
from all weather
conditions.

* 15 year guarantee.

e UV protection.

e Self-priming on
most surfaces.

e Mould resistant.

British ® Paints
| | SEASONS 2

LOW SHEEN EXTERIDR

Available at

Find out more at

ADD A NATURAL
FINISH TO YOUR
HOME THIS SUMMER

Get the latest in pendant lighing
from Rouge Living. Choose from
Rattan, Bamboo or Timber styles to
achieve your desired look.

Available in the lighting aisle of
your local Bunnings store NOW!

TOUZE /suies

i{f}fa‘fm 1 that :'Jﬁp.r}fﬁ

Find out more at rougeliving.com.au

PUNNINGS
‘warehouse |

www.britishpaints.com.au

NEW GARDENA WALL-MOUNTED HOSE BOXES.
GARnEuA_cummu (@) GARDENA

|

STANLEY

3 PIECE AVIATION
SNIPS SET

Stanley FatMax Aviation Snips are
designed for the toughest cutting
jobs. The bi-material handle offers
the ultimate in comfort, while the
forged alloy steel blades and
double pivot action help you cut
longer and faster.

10004408

" ABSCO HAS &
CEMENTED ITS
PLACE IN HISTORY.

INTRODUCING THE FUTURE
OF SHED FLOORING...

THE FIRST PREFABRICATED
FIBRE CEMENT SLAB.

Available at

'//l‘ gﬁggg ZUNNINGS

http:/fwww.abscosheds.com.au/

» Masses of flowers
» Tolerate wind and rain
e Perform in full sun and high heat
= Brilliant for landscapes
s 12 colours to select from

Kitchen & Iﬁ

challenge

Refresh your tired kitchen or bathréom v.}':m =
White Knlght Paints for a chanceto -~ ~

win $10,000! ..

To enter go to:
whiteknightmakeover.com.au

I ]

TILE PAIIIT

Promo start date: 1st September, 2014,
Promo end date: 30th November, 2014. Ml‘jﬂﬁi

“Vigit webeite for Terms & Conditions: www whitekrightmakeover.com.au

37 TAUBMANS'

A multi-purpose filler fnr patching,
levelling and filling wood flooring, trims,
plaster and concrete.

v Range of sizes from 500g to 20Kg

v Dries hard, can be drilled -—

sawn and sanded
v No shrinking or cracking
v Hardwearing :
i Sl \ Agnew'’s
v’ Unlimited shelf life, just add
water and mix as needed MULTI-PURPOSE FILLER [

O wEe uTly o veith weaey WSS
v’ Value for money

"'m-in-nn --qmn-.m--nl-wl' g‘
Bt marg - w-h.mq-ml- .

Available at leading hardware & paint stores

WWW. agnewswaterputty cirm .au
A _'..J i | Y |

AP 1012 BHWC
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THE SEAWEED SOLUTION

SI.IPER SOIL WETTER

& Cond mnm r

"G
o b -
AUSTRALLAN MADE % AUSTRALIAN O'WNED

This summer ensure the water gets
through to where your plants need it!

use Seasol Soil Wetter

The only soil wetter enriched with
Seasol the seaweed solution

Seasol

wWww.seasol.com.au

KILL TERMITES THE EASY WAY!

FROM THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE CHEMICALS FOR THE PEST CONTROL INDUSTRY

“DIY” Termite Baiting System and White Ant Termnte Balt
; r 'r,,? ‘i'? "l‘ o

Finally, a complete "DIY” TERMITE § =" 3 I

treatment. No more pest controllers
needed. As easy as 1-2-3.

1 Install Superway Termite Baiting Stations

around your property & inspect for ECIIWt}F Superway
every 2-3 k 5 Compact
ry weeks. < b
R i ~.J'L‘ e ﬁ: Terml_te Baiting
2 As soon as the Baiting Stations become e '*i Stations are
now available

active, apply the Termite treatment to

the station. (Superway owned & APVMA approved] - call us now

3 Termite colony destroyed - re-use
Baiting Station

FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK,
SEE CONTACT DETAILS BELOW:

We have lots of products to help you with weeds and pests. Check out our whole range on our website. S U P E RWAY
. GARDEN AG & PEST PRODUCTS F/L
www.superway.com.au 1300 302 938 (

TERMITE BAITING SOLUTIONS P/L

For classifieds bookings contact Cristian Arratia on (02) 9018 6253 or email cristian.arratia@rd.com

ALL PURPOSE
MULTFILL®

Ready to use directly from the container
» Spreads easily » Interior\exterior use

» Comes in white and arange » Long shelf life
of popular decking colours

Phone: (03) 9873 4811 Avallable at

ZUNNINGS
www.timbermate.com.au warehouse

NALEON"

No Drilling. No Mess. No Fuss.

MADDISON ADHESIVE LARGE BASKET

- - ~

® 6kg Holding Power

® Rust Resistant

@ Clear Acrylic Shatter Resistant base
® Mounts to most smooth surfaces.
@ Easy to install/remove

® |deal for around the

home, office and NlNG
caravan

Available at

- e e e T ——— e —— S N Y

Invented for life

Available at

2

Angle brackets
Make-A-Bracket system
Heavy and Light duty stayed brackets
Hand rails
Scroll brackets

BUYER’S GUIDE

Reach one of the most receptive
purchasing audiences available.

For bookings or enquiries contact Cristian Arratia on
(02) 9018 6253 or email cristian.arratia@rd.com
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" endant lights give an
outdoor space a subt(e glow,

ot nights mean you'll be
S]'J{"ﬂdiﬂg more time outdoors,

and strategic lighting is the

O

best way to give an entertaining space
a welcoming atmosphere.

A well-lit backyard, balcony or

,s:mr i & | - 3 { ' R TN c s : deck is more likely to be used over
: e <[ | b . b iekt d b R . '." T
F_ ¥ ! _-k . ._- L o _- - . I.:j LFL 2 i LA - -
| L. ' getting the lighting righ 'ssenti
: . to make the most of it.

Recent advances in lighting

technology have made it more

) . e — . : _ } affordable than ever, with LED and
- B . "~ e : — o solar options to suit any budget.

Choose a theme
e Lighting has a major eftect on the
Give your outdoor living space a welcoming R of amy space, with too much
' AR, L feeling harsh and too little being

fE‘ 81. ]CO r ST RS r en te rta 18 I N g . ; S -: _I impractical. Strike a balance so that

= the lighting complements the theme
DANIEL BUTKOVICH % of your outdoor living areas.

£ Install direct lighting abowve

E. barbecues and in other places where

? A bta s nesd 3 mpladiaht ko h]'tghi_ light is r"ll-i. de d_,- I|]1Lr'll-]!'h11.lr'l_;_..‘,

3 illuminate the surrounding areas. areas for relaxation with softer,

indirect lighting or candles. >

DEC 2074/ 1AM 2015 Australian Handyman Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ 14K 2015
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: Setting up spotlights

i

OUTDOOR

o AL
Vi

Lanterns and spotlights give
a luxurious feel to a courtyard.

Exotic oasis
Create an opulent space in your yvard
by using lanterns as decorations and
drawing attention to ornamental and
architectural elements with spotlights.
Moroccan-look lighting often
incorporates intricate filigree patterns,
and lanterns and candle holders in
this style cast beautiful shadows
on walls and tables, filling the area
with soft diffused light.
This style works especially well
in backyards that are landscaped
with stone and decorated with
colourful furniture and succulent
plants reminiscent of a desert oasis.

~ Reflected light from spotlights
is less harsh than direct Light.

To illuminate outdoor features,
use a 12V lighting system
to strategically position
lights around the
backyard to highlight
pot plants and ponds.
Wire 12V lights DIY to
a transformer that plugs B
into an outdoor 240V TRAHSFDEHEH Z-'_:
mains socket. s, e
Hide the cables under plants,
pegging them to the ground with stainless steel stakes.
If the lights are to remain in a set position, bury them in
the ground about 150mm deep.
Special pond lights with weighted bases can also
be placed underwater to shine out of a water feature.
To set up the lights, secure the 12V garden cable to
the transformer using a screwdriver, then connect the

e N T R LT R N T A TN T A

Affordable Quality LED Pond &
Garden Lighting and Accessories.

These super bright and energy efficient LED lights offer
the latest technology in lighting for the pond or garden.

Safe, waterproof and easy to use this comprehensive range
comes in a variety of Warm White & Multi-Colour options.

Available from your local

AUNNINGS

Spotlights can also be used
to highlight garden features like

lights to the cable and position them around the garden.
Plug the transformer into a socket and switch on. >
sculptures and fountains. G G o TR -

able

warehouse

aquatecequipment.com
DISCOVER | CREATE | ENJOY

Decorative lanterns are gn afford .
EVACELLES striking design element.
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Installing solar lights

R T TR R RN RN Y

Get the look of a luxury retreat
with pond and waterfall lights.

Tropical hideaway
Strategically positioned lighting

creates a calming atmosphere and adds

a lush, resort-like feel to a backyard.
A water feature is always an
essential inclusion when designing

any tropical-style garden, and
spotlights can make it appear
more dramatic by lighting up
the cascade from behind.

Reflect lights off the surface
of the water by setting them up
under bridges and overhangs.

Conceal lighting behind rocks,
plants or structures to give an
appealing glow while avoiding the
harshness of direct light. Position
spotlights at the base of trees to
illuminate them from below.

Warm-toned solar lights are
ideal for this type of area, especially
when used along a pathway.
Lanterns and oil-burning torches
are also very effective in adding
character and warmth.

FAEREA RSN R R IR AR

Garden features can be highlighted subtly using solar lights, which don't require mains power as they feature
internal batteries that are charged by a solar panel. This is usually attached to the light itself or positioned nearby.

Position the solar panel
Choose a sunny spot in the garden
and position the panel by driving
the plastic stake into the ground. The
lights will operate best if the panel
is north-facing and receives sun
for most of the day.

DEC 2074 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Attach the leads

Insert the leads into the panel
and run them across the lawn or the
garden bed out of the way so they're
not a trip hazard. Secure the leads by
pegging them into the ground every
metre using stainless steel pegs.

Switch on the lights

Leave the panelin the sun for several

days to charge the batteries, then set the
switch on the solar panel to automatic.
The solar sensor will turn on the lights
once the sun has set. If the lights are
dim or don’t work, reposition the panel.

ERaREERAEREe

L

"
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S| ROE REICHENFELD

HGTURES WA M| ALAMY |STE

*ICTURES RDB REICHENFELD

Brighten up the deck

If your house has a deck, it is the area

most likely to be used for entertaining

and relaxing, and suitable lighting is
necessary so you can enjoy your deck
long after the sun has set.

Overhead lighting is useful for
tasks like cooking, while spotlights

aimed at a wall will give a more
attractive, low-key lighting effect.
Candles and lanterns on tables also
help provide an idyllic setting.

For a professional-looking lighting
system, install the lights underneath
railings or in the decking boards.

Built-in solar lights provide
affordable deck lighting.

L
L]

B

,‘IQ“IC‘Fi!l“il“i".i‘1#"“"‘."'-.
-

Fitting the lights
Like solar spotlights, deck Lights
are powered by a solar panel,
although the panels for deck
lights are built in so they receive
plenty of direct sunlight.

These lights can be used to
create subtle dots of light along
the edge of a deck.

PENGIL:

@ MARK THE SETOUT by

positioning the solar lights aleng
the deck in the centre of the board
at equal intervals, then draw
around the base of each light.

FAEREIREERRIERERRERRERREREE

ETARTER
iy O LE

(R X!

@ CUT THE HOLE by drilling

a starter hole in the deck with an
Bmm bit, cutting along the line
with a jigsaw. Clean up any rough
edges with a half-round file.

SR RATRERREBREEES

EETRE’

€) SWITCH ON THE LIGHTS by
pushing the button underneath,

then slot them into the holes.
The sensor will turn an the

EERAEEEE

lights automatically at night.
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Talitite

DECORATE for the holidays
with seasonal blooms, page 172,

PLANT white climbers to €njoy
a fragrant night garden, page 1 76.

RAISE summer vegetables for
homegrown flavour, page 188,

N

T

i

Kee'p on top. of wafering and feeding
for bumper crops and lush blooms

b= ¥
. .

Flowers to sow

Plan ahead for late summer

o :
Vegies {o grow
" Plant these edibles now for
and early autumn colour. crops from eight weeks.

®. . AGERATUM P il _ CUCUMBERS

COLEUS o :  DWARF BEANS

MALOPE ~ S LETTUCES

SUNFLOWER ' RADISHES

ZINMIA ' L “paad | SPRING ONIONS

':i;a. :
0 s ﬁi
> -y

/01 5-Adstralian Han&frnaﬁ

sBFICTURES THINKSTOCK

For a strong summer performer in
the garden or pots you can't go past
Osteospermum.'White Lightning’.

Hardy and heat-tolerant, it
grows well in any climate and
blooms profusely from spring all
the way through to autumn.

The cheerful daisy blooms have
white petals with vellow undersides
and sit on strong upright stems,
making them great cut flowers.

Reaching about 45¢m high and
S50cm wide, its mounded habit
means ‘W hite Lightning” is as
good in hanging baskets as beds.

e e

L [

! a e
i

: :Eilthédswith h'ﬂrdy.dﬂia_inla__slf?‘r i
> cﬁeer{ul blooms all suiﬁﬁ;éﬂr Long.

Phillip Johnson created his first
garden at the age of five soit's no
wonder he went on to become an
award-winning landscape designer.
Winner of Best in Show at the
2013 Chelsea Flower Show, Phillip is
passionate about connecting with
nature.ina sustainable way and this
is evident in his stunning new book.

112

Filled with beautiful photographs
and watercolour plans, {.‘.-::rn_nler:ten‘
tells the story behind the gardens
he has designed, including his own.
From suburban backyards to rural
spaces, it is 304 pages of inspiration.

Connected: The Sustainable
Landscapes of Phillip Jahnson, $60.
murdochbooks.com.au_

Brighten up.the garden and spice up
your recipes with the new Chilli Bite
‘Samba” from Floriana,

Use ‘Samba’ as a feature plant in
beds, borders and ornamental pots.
Growing to 15¢m high, it has lush

| _green foliage and long, slender fruit

that matures in shades of green-yellow
to vibrant orange and red.

Give it quality potting mix or
well-drained soil and a position in
full sun, spacing plants 15-20cm

-apart in beds: Rated medium on the

heat scale, pick thechillies regularly

F for a longer harvest.
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Take soft-tip cuttings
Summer is the time to make more plants by taking a variety
of cuttings. Take soft-tip cuttings of tender perennials like ' .
pelargoniums in the cool of the morning. Put the cut material straight i R
into a plastic bag or bucket of cold water to prevent it from wilting. ‘Gmw elargonitim

cUttings in summer,

HORMONE

-y,
POWDER — B

Cut the stems : Remove the leaves Pot up the cuttings

Select strong, non-flowering shoots Carefully take off the lower shoots Dip the base of each cutting into
and-use a sharp knife to cut a 100mm and leaves from the cutting by hand. hormone rooting powder then insert
length of stem from the top, trimming. - Cuttings need up to eight weeks around the edge of a tray filled with
the base just below a leaf joint. to root before being potted up. seed raising and cutting mix.

Chddhbh b

Prine now

Trim flowering shoots and keep
hedges and standards tidy.
FLOWERING PEACH
TOPIARY
BROOM _
DEUTZIA
LILAC

TIA T

A R R
e ——— T

' Fesdnow - ':EMMQ,@M

Give fruiting and flowering Growing herbs on a sunny depending on the species. It also

plants a nutrient boost. windowsill is a great way to have features a ventilated floor to help -
FRUIT TREES fresh ingredients close at hand. aerate the roots [decor.com.au). !
VEGETABLES To keep herbs healthy all ]

HIBISCUS : summer, use self-watering planters
ROSES - ‘K.s,_’ so they never dry out or wilt.
CITRUS '95‘: : A Décor 750mm Sorrento
i ,.r’ : Se_l.f-waterihg Plantpot, $30, can
!ﬂ"? ! keep a plant thriving forup to

four weeks between waterings,

01 5-Australian H anﬁfmaﬁ
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bunnings.com.au

AyT AncwEl RYOBI.
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Today’s power in garden tools is RYOBI's new 36 Volt
cordless range with one battery powering over 11 tools.




gt

Ll

u.ll..l..l!.!HLLL.4

.r..;ll. |

i

i

i

- laminated growing

l'i" :

+ . . '
. " ‘ L ¢ 3 7
10& E‘ ' ‘.h ] -
If you're after a great gift for a green into seed saving, crop rotating and
thumb this Christmas, take a look at resources for raising nutrient-rich,
The Vegie Box, $65 (boxbooks.com.au). tasty and chemical-free food. e o A R Sy

s

i
iy

o & |

A cemplete guide to growing your
own organic vegetables at home, it
was created by JacKie Dargaville,
a certified biodynamic farmer
from Victoria. She has
a leng history of supplying
produce for her
family, tarmers’
markets and
local cafes. | G

nvirosafe!

Ponds are at their best during
the summer months when most
aquatic and marginal plants are
thriving and in flower, creating

a lush landscape. .

To set the scene for night-time

Beautifully entertaining in the garden, add
presented in underwater lights to the pond.
a pine box For extra ambience, use a pond

are a handbook,
gardener’s diary and

‘mister to create

coloured, flowing
S mist above the water.
cards, It covers all

the basics of sowing,

Aquapro Pond Fogger

feeding; watering and %\‘f > : R and Mister, $54.
harvesting, and also goes : M : = - aquatecequipment.com

for use with Fiy {
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Surmmer roses

Roses like TLC at this time of year.
Care varies slightly across the climate
zones, but watering and feeding are
essentials over summer. Here's what
to do in December and January to
keep them healthy.and in bloom.
DEADHEAD flowers regularly.
TRIM old-fashioned roses lightly.
REMOVE suckers coming from below
the graft, cutting them off at- the stem.
CHECK tor any pests or diseases like
aphids, black spot, mildew or rast
and treat immediately.
FEED in late January in all areas
except subtropical and tropical zones,

i

Attract & catch annoying flies from around your home, work & outdoor leisure.

= - The Envirosafe Products range consists of pesticide free, non-toxic, food grade ingredient products. This enables
; consumers piece of mind using products that not only deliver results but which they know are safe to use around
their home, family and pets. Look for the Envirosafe products range at your local Bunnings Warehouse store.

afe

to prolong flowering and for a good
display of autumn blooms.
PLANT container-grown roses but
make sure'they are watered well.
MULCH around the base of plants ol
to help the soil retain moisture. B Available at

TIE in.vigorous new shoots on Cut roses for vases in the morning. ‘ au NINGS
climbers or ramblers and support : when they are one-guarteropen. @ ’ F - mwse

standard roses against top weight.

produc

For more information on these and other great products visit:

AUSTRALIAN MADE

W

11 5-Australian Han&fﬁaﬁ : Ty ., 3 - ! L .- . % t Lk w.envirusafeaustra“a.Cﬂm.au
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Festive tlowers

Deck the halls with vibrant living colour
and give bright blooms as holiday gifts

ARTEMIS GOUROS

Christmas classic, poinsettias Colour indoors
make great living centrepieces,  Poinsettias have to be forced into

and the traditional red and putting on a display of colour out of Poinsettias come in a variety

green variety is a popular choice. season in the Southern Hemisphere. of different colours in addition to

But this plant also comes in a range To get the bracts to change colour the traditional red and green.
of other colours, including white, pink, by Christmas, they are kept in the dark Choose a cultivar that suits
purple, orange and vellow, which can for at least 14 hours a day from mid your decorating scheme, $21 for
also make lovely seasonal decorations.  spring, usually between 5pm and 8am. a 200mm pot, from Bunnings.

A perennial shrub, poinsettias Enjoy them as house plants all
can grow up to about 4m when they year round, but give them a sunny
are planted out in the garden. north-facing position or bright filtered

What look like colourful petals light in temperatures of about 21°C.
are actually modified leaves, or bracts. Stand the stems of cut flowers in

The flowers are the tiny white to yellow  hot water to thicken the sticky sap.
blooms that are massed together in
the centre of each leaf or bract cluster.
Originating from Mexico, the
most common poinsettia is the single
red variety, Euphorbia pulcherrima, but
some cultivars have double red bracts,
Cuttings from summer and winter
prunings can be used to propagate new
plants to grow indoors. Take 300mm
stem cuttings, dip the ends in water

and insert into potting mix. Keep moist Poinsettia lce Crystal, 190mm,
for a few weeks until they take root. about $25, from Bunnings. MARBLED
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CTURE (TOR

~ Make it a white c_i%mas with
aliving poinsettia table centrepiece.
Pdienh - 5
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Classic colour

Bring life to the lunch or dinner table

with a centrepiece of summer blooms,
or create your own floral arrangements
to give as gifts this year.

With their white, trumpet-shaped
blooms on long stems, Christmas lilies
(Lilivem longiflorum) make excellent
cut flowers at this time of year.

Also known as November lilies,
these plants bloom from late spring
throughout summer, depending
on the climate zone.

As well as the classic white shade,
there are hundreds of lilium hybrids
available in a range of flower forms
and colours that are an effective
addition to mixed arrangements.
To make up a Christmas
houguet to use as a table
centrepiece or to give

as a present, combine

ﬁu f.}i} ﬂfl‘lt.-r*

liliums with flowers
such as orchids,
I roses, anthuriums
| and geraniums,
with evergreen
. foliage mixed in.
Ry Liliums can be
/ bought potted during
summer and kept in their
containers or planted in the garden.
The time to plant the bulbs is late
autumn and winter, so plan ahead tor
next year's display.
cond & 8 ' They like well-drained soil in
' ':;3].45 f L a position with morning sun. Water
& well in summer and feed regularly.

Seasonal flowers also make
striking Christmas'decorations,

Prepare them well and cut flowers ARRANGE the flowers in the vase,

can last two weeks or more in a vase. positioning the taller blooms in the
CUT about 25-50mm off the centre and greenery throughout.

z stems on a 45° angle using clean, POSITION the vase of flowers out
E sharp scissors or a knife. of direct sunlight and change the
Z ADD clean water and flower water at least once a week.
; food to the vase, then remove any To prevent pollen staining fabric
: leaves from the stems that will or furniture, snip off the anthers
; be below the waterline. found on the end of lily stamens.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ JaMW 2015
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Enjoy moonlit eveningsdnthe garden,
filled with the sweet fragrance of flowers.

176

Evening stars

Plant up the garden with flowers that show off their
good looks and lovely scents when the sun goes down

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

AND

CHERYL MADDOCKS

HETURES [FAR RIGHT) ALAMY

The tall rl'light-scented tobacco plant is
coveredin big clusters of white flowers

ummer is a sensual season in
the garden, with flowers in full
bloom, and the longer days and
warm evenings enabling us to spend
more time outdoors, enjoying our
gardens, not just working in them.
After all, it's pleasant to sit in
a courtvard or a secluded spot in
the garden at the end of a busy day,
enveloped by stillness and warmth.
Your garden is your retreat and as
twilight descends, it takes on a very
different aspect. It is transformed

These white-flowered plants
burst open at dusk, so pot them
up around your entertaining area
where you can really enjoy them.

BELLE DE NUIT

Ideal for hanging baskets, which
are best positioned at nose level
in courtyards, this epiphytic cactus
with its very fragrant flowers
grows in frost-free areas.

MOONFLOWER

With its large, trumpet-shaped
white flowers that pop open
before your very eyes, this plant
looks and smells wonderful,
plus it's easy to grow from seed.

into another world in which

the predominance of the visual
gradually gives way to the colours,
scents and sounds of night.

And while you may have adorned
the garden with fairy lights and \
outdoor lighting ready for summer
soirees, don't forget the plants.

The plants that offer evening
enjoyment are those with white
flowers, silvery foliage, fragrant
blossoms or varieties that open
up when the light fades.

\ i
' QUEEN OF THE NIGHT I

This sweet-smelling blooming
cactus has flowers that open
to the size of dinner plates and
a climbing habit up to 3m. It
likes a frost-free climate.
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Plants with silver foliage shine

in the moonlight, and while they
often have a subtle, even delicate,
appearance, most of them are
capable of withstanding harsh
conditions and dry climates.

Many are found growing
naturally in desert and alpine
areas as well as on shorelines,
and they love a sunny position.

DUSTY MILLER (Senecio cinerarial
has felt-like, deeply dissected foliage
that glows in the evening. Cut off any
spent flower stems to keep it bushy.

DEC 2074 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Japanese anemones flower
in late summer and autumn.

SILVER SPURFLOWER
(Plectranthus argentatus) is
an Australian native shrub that
has broad silvery leaves and
a velvet-like appearance.

CURRY PLANT [Helichrysum
italicum) has leaves that smell
strongly of curry, especially after
rain. Cut off the spent flower
stems to keep it bushy.

LAVENDER COTTON [Santolina
chamaecyparissus) is an aromatic
plant with bright silver-grey foliage
and grows up to about 40cm.

Bright white
As darkness descends, white flowers
can shine in an almost surreal way.
Plant them where they can be viewed
from your entertaining area, along
pathways or in a garden bed that can
be seen from indoors.

There is a huge choice of white
flowers to suit whatever climate you
live in. Choose perfumed plants like
white gardenias, dianthus and roses.

The trumpet-shaped flowers of
night-scented tobacco are very fragrant
through summer and autumn. Easily
grown from seed, this large-leafed
annual can grow up to 2m high.

Just as evocative is dame’s rocket
(Hesperis). This short-lived perennial
will perfume your summer nights
and it will grow in shade.

Consider the pure-white flowers
of Japanese anemones that appear
in late summer and early autumn,
white bougainvilleas that glow in the
evening light, or magnolias that shine
against deep-green foliage.

And don't forget
frangipanis, which
are always one of
summer's delights.

Decorate your “wg b
courtyard with
pots of white
petunias, impatiens,
begonias or verbenas.

MAGNOLIA

————

.I" -~ : I __Jl -
' Addasptcya‘rg_ j .
with thé curryplant;
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NIGHT-SCENTED JESSAMINE

The evergreen shrub, night-scented
jessamine [Cestrum nocturnum]
grows 3-4m high and wide. It has
greenish-white flowers in summer
among bright-green foliage and

its perfume is especially intense on
humid summer nights. It can be
attached manually to a wall ar trellis
and treated as a small climber.

ANGELS TRUMPET

A sun-loving shrub or small tree, this
plant will add drama to any backyard.
The large flowers of angel's trumpet
(Brugmansia x candida) can grow

up to 30cm in length and are at

their perfumed best in the evening.
Cultivars come in shades of pink,
peach, lemon and gold. Take care
with this plant, as it is poisonous,

5 eet-smelling angel's
tlr'rnpet I5 a3 stunning sight.

Nno-one needs 1o see just how you keep
your garden looking spectacular |

The Pope Aufo
Rewind Hose Reel is
discreet yet accessible. The best of both worlds.

Available in
10m, 20m and 30m
garden hose lengths

- perfect for every
size of yard

popeproducts.com.au




Perfumed climbers

After nightfall in the garden,
the perfume of certain flowers is
at its best, and white-flowering
climbers are among the most
fragrant in the evening.

While all these climbers are
scented during the daytime,
there is a distinct increase in the
perfume levels at dusk as well as
on hot, balmy summer nights.

You can use them to drape
over courtyard walls or to cover
pergolas and arbours, then sit
and relax with a glass of wine or
a cup of coffee and simply enjoy
their intoxicating night-time scent.

HERALD'S TRUMPET (Bemomontia

grandiflora) is a tough evergreen vine
with large fragrant summer flowers.

It needs a sturdy support, sun and

a tropical or subtropical climate.
CHILEAN JASMINE (Mandevilla

laxa) has delicate trumpet-shaped

white flowers, and its perfume

is particularly pervasive on a hot

summer’s night. It likes a warm,

frost-free climate and plenty of sun.

MADAGASCAR JASMINE
(Stephanotis floribunda) features
trusses of flowers with a heavenly
perfume. It grows best in partial
shade and well-drained soil in
a frost-free climate.

POET'S JASMINE (Jasminum
officinale) acquired its common
name trom the references made
by Elizabethan poets to its
use on arbours. It will grow
in sun or semi-shade.

STAR JASMINE
(Trachelospernium
jasminoides) is an
evergreen vine that's
ideal for covering
courtyard walls. It grows
in sun or semi-shade,

ARABIAN JASMINE
([. sambac) is a small climber
that prefers frost-free regi
and a sunny position. It bears
its perfumed flowers in spring,
summer and autumn,

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman
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White elifibing rése® shineBrightly
on a courtyard wall after nightfall.y
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Isio - the new multifunctional
tool for everyday gardening.

Make it your home. With Isio, your lightweight and ergonomic gardening tool
from Bosch. The multi-functional power unit can be used with a range of modular
attachments such as the grass shear, the shrub shear, and the new sprayer - and
thanks to the innovative Multi-Click System’, changing them could not be simpler.

www.bosch-garden.com.au

Invented for life
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Pick the plants that suit the amount of sunlight
In your garden for a gorgeous, long-lasting display

he best gardeners have a knack
I for achieving colour in the
rarden throughout the year,
combining both flowers and foliage.

In summer, flowers are at their
peak, so choose the correct plant,
position and arrangement to have
a bright display of blooms.

Determining whether vou have
a sunny, mixed or shady garden
will help you select the right plants
for maximum effect.

The beauty of a flowerbed doesn't
rely solely on the number of plants it
contains, but on the harmony of their
colour and shape, and the balance of
textures, heights and flower sizes.

The most successful plantings
pair flowers with small shrubs or
plants with attractive foliage to give
the flowers a lush backdrop so they
can display their colour.

When designing a garden, never USE TALL foliage plants like

underestimate the value of foliage. cordyline, dracaena, New Zealand
As well as assessing plants on flax and zebra grass to add height
the colour of their flowers, also and create the impression of a living
look for interesting leaves. fountain in the garden.

Here is a selection of the best TOME DOWN and soften the
grasses and decorative foliage colours of bright blooms by
plants that will add texture and using plants like dusty miller,
bulk to flowerbeds. woolly lamb’s ear, Bowles’

CREATE A GROUP of plants for golden sedge, hakone grass,
an eye-catching foliage display. blue euphorbia and hostas.
Use fernsin a shaded area and
grow the fine foliage forms of
dusty miller, wormwood and
fennel in a sunny spot.

ADD MOVEMENT with lomandra
and grasses like blue fescue, poa,
fountain, pennisetum and kangaroo

to give a feeling of fluidity to a bed.
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Form a stepped garden bed by mixing
plants of three or four different
heights to give a border effect,
positioning low-growing annuals at
the front and taller plants at the back.

Arrange the plants in a series
of steps, working from low plants
under 20cm at the front of the bed
to tall plants over 1m high at the
back. The seed packets and plant
labels display the plant height.

Shrubs make a great backdrop
for a garden bed, as do climbers,
such as jasmine and clematis, and
tall perennials like cannas.

Climbers have the advantage of
cccupying little ground space, which
makes them useful if vour bed is
narrow or your garden is small.

For a natural look, establish
yvour flowerbed as an extension of
an existing feature in your garden.

Merge it into another group of
plants such as a bed of shrubs or
a hedge. Or you can back it onto
hard landscaping like a pathway,
low wall, pergola, patic or steps.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Get off to a good start
Although it is tempting, do not
buy voung stalky plants in flower.
Choose healthy, compact plants
with vibrant green leaves and
well-branched stems.

The base of the stem should be
strongly attached to the root mass,
not loose, and the rootball should be
damp to the touch. Reject plants with
either dry or saturated potting mix.

Care for new plants
Watering the plants regularly is vital,
especially immediately after planting
and during hot weather.

To avoid disturbing young plants,
use a watering can fitted with a fine
rose and hold it high above the plants.

If watering with a hose, use
a nozzle attachment and point it
upwards over the plants so they're
not damaged by too much pressure.

Hoe the ground regularly to
get rid of weeds that will compete
with your plants. Mulching well
will also help reduce weeds.

These perennials won't just survive in full shade,
they'll thrive and have gorgeous blooms and foliage.

COLUMBINE

-l

5 s Creating a layered EI‘_IIJ
=~ givesaflowerbedde
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Pinch out for strength
Encourage the voung plants to
develop into sturdy, bushy specimens
by pinching out the tips of shoots.

Grasp the tip between your
thumb and index finger, just above
a leaf or pair of leaves.

This light pruning slightly delays
flowering, but it will be more abundant
when it starts. Pinch out heliotrope,
cosmos, and petunia regularly.

The tragile stems of campanula,
aster and rudbeckia are vulnerable
in wind. Pinching out the tips will
restrict their height and help them
to remain upright.

CORAL BELLS

Protect from the sun

As summer warms up, certain
plants will suffer if they are still
positioned in full sun.

To give plants spring sun and
summer shade, plant ferns, fuchsias,
hostas and euphorbias under the
shelter of small deciduous trees
such as crepe myrtle, frangipani,
Japanese maple or tulip tree.

5 ALAMY, THINKSTOCK

FOXGLOVE ASTILBE

HIETURE

Having a bug-free garden has
never been so easy! Richgro Bug
Killa® is a new granulated systemic
insecticide which treats the most
common pests on roses, azaleas
and ornamentals.

Just sprinkle on and water in, for up

Bug Killa
to 6 weeks, bug free, protection. It e e e

ap 10 wesln TFTTTRE pewiarime

15 highly effective and 250qg treats
up to 500 plants.

o Smitphone

art fecaing acrden felailess

www.richgro.com.au
Tube
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Mix three or four plants of different heights to give a stepped effect, using low-growing annuals up to 20em at the front
of the bed and gradually working up to tall plants 1m or over at the back of the bed.
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FIRST ROW (10-20cm])

ot

| CORNFLOWER

| LOBELIA
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SNAPDRAGON

A paperhég-[s an éasyway to
=ave yourSeeds for replantin

B s e o

Gather seeds before deadheading spent flowers and
store them ready to replant next year.

PUT A PAPER BAG over the flowers that have
finished blooming, then secure it around the stem of
the plant with string. When the stems have dried out,
cut just below the tie, turn the bag upside down and
shake the plant so the seeds fall into it.

MAKE A CONE out of newspaper to gather seeds from
dried flowerheads. Roll up two sheets from a large
newspaper to make a cone with a wide opening at the top.

Fold and secure the cone at the base to stop the
seeds escaping, shake the seed-laden plant over the
cone, then fold over the newspaper at the top.

USE AN OLD SIEVE to collect small seeds from
plants like snapdragons and petunias. Put the ripe,
dry flowerheads into an old kitchen sieve, rub gently
over the mesh and the seeds will fall through.

AIR-DRY SEEDS thoroughly on newspaper to reduce
the risk of mould, before storing them.

STORE THE SEEDS in old pill bottles, which are ideal
as the drying agent in the cap protects them from damp.
Or keep them in film canisters or in envelopes or paper
bags, then peg them to a line in a dry, well-aired space.

Collect the bags of absorbent silica gel that come
with electrical equipment or in vitamin bottles, then
drop them into the containers
where you store the seeds.

To keep off weevils and
rodents, add a mathhall to

» Masses of flowers
» Tolerate wind and rain
« Perform in full sun and high heat
« Brilliant for landscapes and containers

g the storage containers. MPATIENS
: z Never store seeds in i 12 .
= 3 s S S5k Wi, Colours available:
z = a plastic bag, as itwon't JWFMM
;.l .-' EI.I.'DW air lhrﬂl.lgh EII1|:| "_-_n.-‘.' Seamen Longl L E'l.lSh FTﬂh . HDt CDl'El L] REd
= z z the seeds will rot. ® Light Coral s Lilac * Carmine Red
L' AMARANTHUS SUNFLOWER HOLLYHOCK ~ L S I * Deep Rose * Magenta * Corona
* Electric Orange * Orange * White

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Sunpatiens are available at your local
Bunnings Garden Centre
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Grow

& L
organic vegies
Put fresh produce on your table just as nature intended
by growing your own vegetables organically

othing tastes better than
homegrown ingredients picked
fresh from the vegie patch.

And if you garden as organically
as possible, your crops will be rich
in vitamins and minerals, and free
from poisonous chemicals.

The summer holidays are a great
time to start a new vegetable garden,
s0 yvou can get the children involved.

This means they can feel connected
with their food and have fun planting
seeds and tending the garden. After all,
kids are the gardeners of the future.

Before you begin

It's important to decide on how much
free time you have to tend your new
organic vegetable patch before you
get going. If in doubt, start off small
because you can always expand.

CHERYL MADDOCKS

If your chosen plot is covered
with weeds, they must be completely
removed using a hoe. Another
chemical-free method of killing
weeds is to solarise the soil.

Simply position black plastic over
the entire area, anchor it with rocks,
then leave it for a month. The heat
will cook and destroy the weeds.

Once they've been removed, dig
the garden bed to the depth of your

spade, taking care to remove any rocks.

Dig in compost and cow or
chicken manure over the whole
garden bed. The more you add, the
richer the soil will become, and the
healthier your vegetables will be.

Check the level of acidity in
the soil with a pH kit, and add
dolomite or liquid lime if it is acidic.
Vegetables like a pH of about 6.5.

To garden organically means you
have to become more aware of the
environment and also respect
the balance of nature.

Using sprays that contain
chemicals can alter this balance
by killing off beneficial insects,
such as ladybirds, parasitic
wasps, and hoverflies.

The organic gardener
observes the laws of nature
and puts plant residues back
into the soil through mulching
and composting.

This in turn feeds the
bacteria, fungi, insects and
earthworms that prepare the
soil for living plants.

Handyman.net.au DEC 2014/ AN 2015
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Take your pick from an abundance
of easy-to-grow vegetables.

Climbing beans
These can be grown on wire attached
to a sunny fence or wall, on a frame
made from upright timber posts and
covered in chicken wire, or on a teepee
in a large pot. Use the same frame for
growing peas in the cooler months.
Sow the seeds directly where
the plants are to grow. Fertilise
when the flowers appear and water
regularly as the pods begin to swell.
Make a cubbyhouse by creating
a three-sided teepee. Get the kids to
plant seeds at the base and after a few
weeks it will be covered in foliage.

Carrots
An adaptable crop, carrots need deep,
well-drained soil so the roots expand
and grow quickly. It should be free
from stones or lumpy organic matter to
prevent the roots becoming misshapen.
Baby carrots can be grown in pots.
Sow the seeds directly where the

plants are to grow. The seedlings may
take 2-3 weeks to emerge and need
thinning to S0mm apart.

Carrot seeds are also available in
seed tape and the spaced seeds don't
need to be thinned out.

DEC 2074/ 14N 2015 Australian Handyman

Capsicums

Also known as peppers, capsiums

start out green, then turn red, yellow

or purple as they mature. At this

time of the year, they're best planted

from seedlings so the fruit can mature

before the cold weather arrives.
Fertilise with a complete plant

food when the flowers appear. Water

regularly to prevent blossom end rot.

Beetroot

This vegetable can be grown in garden
beds or containers. The roots are full
of vitamins and the young leaves are

. delicious in salads. Beetroot is ready to
. harvest about 10 weeks from sowing.

Create a living.cubbyhouse=s
&, -forthe kids withlclimbingbeansa.

Pull alternate roots early and the roots

left in the soil will increase in size.
Sow the seeds directly where the

plants are to grow and thin them to

70mm apart. Feed fortnightly with

a soluble plant food for quality roots.

Celery

An easy-to-grow vegetable, celery

can provide a continuous harvest for

2-3 months if the outside stems are

picked like silverbeet. Sow the seeds

in punnets and transplant them to

the garden when they're 75mm high.
Regular watering is essential as

celery is shallow-rooted. Feed every two

weeks so the stems don’t turn coarse.

5 CHERYL MADDOCKES

FILTURE

5 CHERYL MADDOCKES
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Cucumbers

This vegetable comes in different
shapes and sizes. Pick telegraph
cucumbers when they're 300mm
long, apple cucumbers when they're
the size of a tennis ball and Lebanese

cucumbers at about 100mm in length.

Sow the seeds where the plants
are to grow. To save space, tie them to
a support so they can climb.

Eggplants
At this time of the year, it's best to
plant this vegetable from a seedling
to allow the fruit to mature before
the cold weather arrives. Their silvery
leaves look good in large pots.

Feed with a complete soluble
plant food when the flowers first
appear. Regular watering is essential.

™
Fs

1 hinis can pe grownin
Epotsas well asin beds)
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Zucchinis
Also known as courgettes, zucchinis
are immature marrows. Pick them
when they’re about 100-150mm long
to encourage further crops. They crop
quickly, so you'll be harvesting fruit
about 8-10 weeks after sowing.

Sow the seeds directly into
a slight depression on top of a raised
mound, allowing 1m between the
plants. In cool areas, plant as seedlings.

Pumpkins
Growing on large running vines,
this plant takes up lots of space.

The ‘Butternut’ variety is smaller
and can be trained up a trellis.
‘Golden Nugget’ is a non-running
bush variety that will grow in
a garden bed or large container.

Sow the seeds where they are to
grow on mounded soil in saucer-shaped
troughs to direct water to the roots.

Radishes

One of the quickest and easiest

crops to grow, the crispy roots and
yvoung leaves of radishes are delicious
in salads. The seeds germinate in
about 5-8 days and the roots are
ready to harvest in 6-8 weeks.

Sow the seeds directly where
the plants are to grow. Pick radishes
while they are small to prevent them
becoming tough and stringy.

Tomatoes

There are hundreds of varieties of this
popular fruit. Sow the seeds or plant
seedlings in December for an autumn
crop, and for top-quality fruit, pick
them when they are red-ripe. Tomatoes
can also be grown in large pots.

Deliciously sweet, homegrown
cornis a must=have vegie.

Sow the seeds in punnets and
transplant them to the garden bed
when the seedlings are 75mm high.
To get a bumper crop, water and
tertilise tomatoes regularly.

Sweetcorn
While sweetcorn takes up a fair
amount of space, it's well worth it as
homegrown cobs are sweet and tasty.

The cobs are ready to harvest
when the silk has turned brown.
Pick them with a downward and
twisting motion. If you are limited
with space, sweetcorn can be grown
in large containers.

It grows better from seed than

a seedling. Plant in a block rather
than rows to ensure pollination.
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Create a nutrient-rich environment for
your vegies with no-dig garden beds.

If you have lawn and want to turn
part of it into a flourishing vegetable
bed, try the no-dig method.

A no-dig vegetable garden is
constructed on top of the ground and
can even be created over existing
garden beds or hard ground. It is built
up in layers, and it is a bit like making
a triple-decker sandwich or a lasagne.

They can be designed in any
shape or size to fit the available space,
but should be in a sunny position.
Follow these steps to make your own.

BUILD a frame for the vegetable
garden using bricks, concrete blocks,
straw bales or recycled timber. We
used railway sleepers.

COVER the base of the bed with
10 layers of newspaper, overlapping
the pages to prevent grass or weeds
growing through. Wet the newspaper
thoroughly with a fine hose spray.

SPREAD a 20mm layer of homemade
compost or Scotts Miracle-Gro Organic
Choice Garden Compost over the
newspaper. Cover with a light layer of
Yates Dynamic Lifter or cow manure.
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LAY lucerne hay to a depth of
about 100mm, making sure
there are no gaps. Water well.

P Baled lucerne hay is best.

ADD more compost and Yates
Dynamic Lifter or cow manure
and another layer of lucerne hay;,
then wet the hay. Add as many
layers as you like, depending on
how high you want the bed to
be. Finish with a layer of hay.

MAKE 150-200mm deep pockets in
the mix where you want to plant the
seedlings and fill them with compaost.

PLANT the seedlings in the pockets
and feed the vegetables fortnightly
with a soluble fertiliser such as
Powerfeed. After several months,
the layers will eventually
break down and form
a rich humus. You
can now add more -
compost to the bed and ﬂf‘j:ff:ff??_”
plant a second crop. '

Powerfeed For Vegies,
$13 for 1L. seasol.com.au

In areas where the soil is poor,
this type of bed

is a great option.

Researchers at the University
College London and the University
of Bristol in the UK discovered
that the friendly bacterium
Mycobacterium vaccae commonly
found in soil can affect the brainin
a similar way to antidepressants.
Evidently, the bacterium
activates brain cells to produce
the chemical called serotonin,
which is involved in mood
regulation. No wonder people
get addicted to gardening!

HGTURES |ITOF) DEDFF BECK ICENTRE) LEE DASHIELL
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Make sure your vegies thrive throughout the summer
months by following these pointers.

POSITION Sun, sun and lots of sun guarantees success
when growing most vegetables. Lettuce and rocket are
the exceptions, as they like shade from the afternoon
summer sun, as well as protection from the wind.

SO0IL Good soil is the essence of organic vegetable
gardening and is essential for the best results, as
well as a high yield. A healthy soil that is reqgularly
fed with compost and manures is full of beneficial
worms and microscopic organisms that provide an
excellent start for all vegetables.

DIG in Lots of organic matter like compost, poultry
manure or cow manure before planting, and do this
on a seasonal basis before planting a new crop.

Organic matter adds structure to the soil, helps
to retain water and slowly releases nutrients,

FERTILISING Even though you've already added
manure or compost to your garden bed, your
vegetables need extra fertiliser as they mature.

The faster vegetables grow, the more tender and
sweet they'll be, especially leafy greens. Feed them at
least monthly with an organic complete soluble plant
food, watering the soil before and after adding fertiliser.

P Container-grown vegetables and leafy greens need
feeding on a fortnightly basis.

MULCH Lucerne hay, straw or pea straw are ideal
mulches for vegetable beds and pots. Mulch conserves
moisture in the soil, keeps the soil cool and helps
your vegetables grow steadily.

WATER Vegetables need to be watered regularly to
keep them succulent and tasty, which often means
daily in the summer. How often you water depends on
the weather, but don't let the soil dry out. Water in the
morning at ground level to prevent fungal diseases.

LIQUID JUST A
CLICK AWAY.

The Original GARDENA
System: Connects everything
you need for watering.

Einapy

i:,‘ﬁardenanu
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This fungus is found on zucchini,
cucumber and pumpkin leaves.
Look for yellow spots on the
top and furry growth underneath.
Use an organic fungicide or
make your own with one part
full-cream milk to nine parts water.
Spray vulnerable plants with
aseaweed mix as a preventative.

These insects, especially the larvae
of the cabbage white butterfly, will
ehjoy any vegetable.

Check for chewed leaves.
Small seedlings may also be eaten.

Try Yates Nature's Way

Caterpillar Killer, which contains
a natural bacterium that will kill
most larvae once ingested.

FRUIT FLY

This pest can attack tomatoes,
capsicums and eggplants.

Look for holes in fruit, as
they lay eggs under the skin and the
larvae chew their way to the centre,

Use a fruit fly bait early in
the season. Seal any infected fruit
in a plastic bag, cook it in the sun,
then bin it. Don’t add it to compost.
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These molluscs will munch on

most vegetables in the garden.
Chewed leaves, shiny streaks

on foliage and slime trails are signs.

Sprinkle used coffee grounds

or broken eggshells around plants or

place copper tape around garden beds

and pots. Multiguard Snail and Slug

pellets are environmentally friendly.

GREEN VEGETABLE BUG

Mostly active in hot weather, this bug
attacks pumpkins, capsicums, beans,
spinach, potatoes and tomatoes.

It sucks sap from the leaves
and juice from the fruit, turning the
leaves blotchy and the fruit mottled.

Hand-pick them from the
plants, then destroy them. Use
a pyrethrum-based insect spray.

BLOSS0M END ROT

A relatively common problem, this
can affect tomatoes and capsicums.

The end of the fruit develops
a circular black patch, which grows in
size and becomes sunken.

Itis caused by a lack of calcium
in the soil and irregular watering.
Add liquid lime to the soil and water
regularly and deeply.

| VERTICILLIUM WILT |

DON’T JUST WATER YOUR GARDEN!

SEASOL

YOUR GARDEN!

v  Safe on your whole garden including natives.

APHIDS AND THRIPS

Amaong the most destructive insect
pests, these attack most vegetables.
Aphids and thrips suck sap
and distort new growth. Older leaves
have a silvery grey appearance.
Hippo Enhanced Eco-0il
will kill aphids and thrips, and also
contains compounds that attract
beneficial insects to the garden.

v" Promotes health and growth in all plants.

v" Enhances flowering & fruiting & stimulates
root development.

v Great to use all year round.

A soil-borne fungus, this can
affect tomatoes, strawberries and
members of the potato family.

—

, /< VALUE TWIN PACK
Check for yellowing or W - TREATS 200 SO MTRS
shrivelling of the lower leaves. e LA

Remove and destroy infected o Rl 7 RE
plants and rotate your crops yearly,
especially plants belonging to the

potato [Solanaceae) family.

H&tgﬁli
Attract LITRES a.|:$:.| .
beneficial '
insects like THE SEAWEED SOLUTION B Seawl
parasitic ' SEAWEED CONCENTRATE
wasps, comp’&te Garden Health Treatﬂ Eﬂ]’l‘l‘]]|El'E Garden
hoverflies, B — Promotes overall garden health Enhances flowering & fruitii Health Treatment
lacewings, " AscAcElN Stimulates root development Increases resistance to hea .
assassin bugs Bulg%‘ Promotes healthy grm-._rrh j',” all plants  drought, frost, pests & dise:

- LT, i i ]

and ladybirds to AL A "

your garden, as they will feast on = - = > - ) ‘ f o j { h v
certain predators. : R~ fon e g = - r‘ “ \% ’
Grow flowering plants from the . : ——
mint [Lamiaceae|, carrot [Apiaceae],
and daisy [Asteraceae) families,

as they provide excellent sources
of pollen and nectar.

. 1 Litre

2 X 2 LITRE READY TO SPRAY wsrmuniwocsone fm

FICTURES ALAMY, THINKSTOCK

www.seasol.com.au
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A helpful practice to control pests
and diseases and maximise your
yield when growing vegetables is
to rotate your crops annually.

I'ut simply, when you plant
tomatoes in one spot in your garden
one year, follow it with a crop from
a different family the next year.

When you rotate your crops,
it means that all the nutrients
available in the soil can be used

logically, if plants that have different

feeding requirements are planted
after one another.

A good example is to follow
wvour leaf crops, which require

Plant root vegies one year and
leafy crops the next in the same site.
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plenty of nitrogen, by root crops,
which don’t need it.
Crop rotation is also an effective

way to avoid a build-up of soil-dwelling

pests and pathogens such as pest
nematodes and potato scab.

When different plants grow on
the same site each year, pest and
disease populations are unable to
build up to damaging levels.

With small vegetable gardens,
it's not difficult to remember what
was planted where each year.

But if you have a large vegetable

patch, it can be harder to keep track,

s0 make a written rotation plan.

CABBAGE FAMILY Members of
the cabbage family are susceptible
to club root, which can live in the
soil for a couple of years. The
family includes cabbage, broceoli,
rocket, radish, mustard, Brussels
sprouts, turnip, kale and kohlrabi.

POTATO FAMILY Eggplant,
capsicum, tomato and chilli.

ONION FAMILY Leek,

garlic and shallot.

' hﬂﬁ@

BEET FAMILY Beetroot,
silverbeet and spinach.

SQUASH FAMILY
Cucumber,
pumpkin and
zucchini.

5 THINKSTOCK

HILTURE
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If you have a small baleoany rather
than a garden, you don’t have to go
without homegrown vegetables, as
they can also be grown in pots.

Troughs are ideal for growing
salad greens, baby carrots, spring
onions, perpetual spinach, radishes,
basil and other herbs.

But tomatoes, capsicums, chilli,
zucchinis and eggplants need large
pots that are at least 250mm wide
to produce a good harvest.

Vegetables that are grown
in pots also need to be watered
more often, sometimes daily
during the summer. Feed them
fortnightly with an organic
soluble complete fertiliser.

And apart from growing
vegetables in large pots and
troughs, there are containers
known as modular vegetable

beds that are designed specifically
for growing vegetables.

These modular vegie beds
work wellin small spaces. They
are made from Colorbond steel or
timber and are available in lots of
different shapes and sizes.

They're ideal if you're renting,
as you can just pick up the bed and
take it with you when you move.

You can also buy small vertical
gardens for growing salad greens
and herbs, which look great on
walls and also save on space.

Freestanding vertical gardens
can be easily moved to catch the sun
throughout the different seasons.

Containers should be filled with
a good-quality potting mix that

has the Australian Standards label. ™ ——

Yates Potting Mix With Dynamic
Lifter is perfect for vegetables.

Whites Garden Up Freestanding Vertical
Garden, $120. whi

Grow a
real apple
instead Il

Composting
Create rich compost
Recycle your waste
Improwve your soil

Greenhouses

Grow better for longer
Garden all year round
Keep pests out

Composting, Greenhouses, Water Tanks, Vertical Planters, Drip Irrigation and more

1300 449 107

mazeproducts.com.au
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Painted pots

It's easy to make over your outdoor pots
to add a dash of colour to your deck

erracotta pots are very
versatile as they come in
various sizes and shapes.

Add wow factor to the garden by
painting them in your favourite

colour following these simple steps.
SEAL THE POTS with terracotta pot
sealant both inside and out before
painting, or water will penetrate the
pot and the paint will flake off.
PAINT THE RIM first, applying
two coats and allowing it to
dry for up to a full day.
APPLY THE PAINT to
the rest of the pot in
a contrasting colour and
leave to dry for 24-48
hours, then fill with
potting mix and plants.
Use exterior acrylic
paint to withstand the
elements and for easy clean-up.

Terracotta pots
Terracotta pot sealant
Exterior acrylic paint
Paintbrushes
All available at Bunnings, or visit
bunnings.com.au for more info.

Morthcote 33cm Terracotta Italian
Paot, $22.98, from Bunnings.

Add a burst of colour
tu_update_}rnur potplants.
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What'’s on this Dec/Jan

D.1.Y. workshops

Saturday 6 December
Preparing for the holidays

Sunday 7 December
Preparing for the holidays

Saturday 13 December
Preparing for the holidays

Sunday 14 December
Preparing for the holidays

Saturday 20 December
Christmas product demonstrations

Sunday 21 December
Preparing for the holidays

Saturday 27 December Sunday 28 December
Basic D.L.Y. Basic D.L.Y.

Saturday 3 January Sunday 4 January
D.LY. project D.LY. project
Saturday 10 January Sunday 11 January

Storage solutions Storage solutions

Saturday 17 January Sunday 18 January

Quick refresh, repair & maintenance Quick refresh, repair & maintenance

Our workshops are held every weekend at 11am, 12.30pm and 2pm. For specific topics, ask instore or go to bunnings.com.au. If you
Live in South Australia, speak to a team member or visit bunnings.com.au for details about our great one-on-one D.LY. workshops.
These workshops run from 10am to 4pm each Saturday and Sunday.

Kids™ D.I.Y. workshops

Saturday 6 December
Santa’s little helper

Sunday 7 December
Santa’s little helper

Saturday 13 December
Santa’s little helper

Sunday 14 December
Santa’s little helper

Saturday 20 December Sunday 21 December
Santa’s little helper Santa’s little helper
Saturday 27 December Sunday 28 December
Holiday fun Holiday fun

Saturday 3 January Sunday 4 January
D.LY. project D.LY. project

Saturday 10 January
Water saving

Sunday 11 January
Nature

Saturday 17 January
Back to school

Sunday 18 January
Back to school

For more information on other instore events or to 3 A
book, call (03) 8831 9777 or visit bunnings.com.au e ——————

Z2UNNINGS

warehouse
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lthough pines are the
traditional Christmas tree,
they can cause an allergic

reaction for many people.

Instead, grow your state's native
Christmas tree or bush to get bright
and cheerful blooms in summer.

South Australia
Bursaria spinosais a hardy \
shrub or small tree growing from
3-10m tall. It produces masses of
white flowers in late spring and
summer, and thrives in light
shade in well-drained soil.

West Australia
Nuytsia floribundais a tree
that grows to 10m tall, proeducing
bright-orange summer blooms.
It's frost-resistant, likes
sun and is semi-parasitic,
so it needs grass as a host.
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Victoria
Prostanthera lasianthos
can be either a shrub or small
tree, growing from 2-10m tall.

It has white, pink or mauve New South Wales
blooms and grows in heavy Ceratopetalum gummiferum
shade or full sun. is a shrub that grows to 5m high
and 1m wide. It features white
star-like spring blooms and red
calyxes in summer. It prefers
full sun in well-drained soil.

Tasmania
Blandfordia punicea, known as
Christmas bells, produces 10mm
long red, bell-shaped flowers
with yellow tips. The flower stalks
grow to 1m high, and it prefers

full sun in sandy soil.
Calanthe triplicatais known

as Christmas orchid, and is an
evergreen that's ideal for pots.

It grows in heavy shade in moist
- soil, producing white flowers on
. 1.5m long spikes in summer.

71 ALAMY
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SELLEYS

SPAKFILLA

READY MIXED » INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

R A P , PA!NTINJGMINS

180g /400mL Easyrnmnd

Selleys Spakfilla range of multipurpose
interior and exterior fillers let you fill
and repair your walls quick and easily.

Now anyone can fill a erack in two easy
steps using Selleys Spakfilla.

1.5CRAPEON

CELLEYS

IF IT'S SELLEYS IT WORKS"™

REPAIRING YOUR WALLS
MADE QUICK & EASY

PAINT IN 30 MIN.

Moisture & mould
resistant
Easy to sand
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RYOBI ONE+ tool system starts with the powerful new
Lithium+ battery, now with up to 4 times the run time.




